Indian Charcoal Tree: Trema orientale (L.) Blume; Family- Ulmaceae

Indian charcoal tree, Trema orientale belongs to the family Ulmaceae. It is a fast-growing tree
that is widely distributed in tropical and subtropical regions of Old World. It is a pioneer species that
can grow in poor soil and is often used to regenerate forest areas by providing shade and protection to
other plants. It is a nitrogen-fixing plant and can thereby improve soil fertility for plants growing in
its vicinity. It is known as the "jungle fuel” due to its common occurrence in West Bengal, the tree
reveals the presence of charcoal in any places where it grows. Although Trema orientale is a native of
tropical and subtropical regions, it has a wide range and is globally naturalized. There is no evidence
that a single genetically distinct mythologically potent race exists, though it has a too prominent
religious connotation, no certain regional or tribal folklore or spiritual association to it. Trema
orientale has a high ecological impact with at least 14 species of butterfly using it as a larval host
plant. Several species of birds eat the fruits or feed on the abundant insects which live in or on these
trees. Pigeons and doves are often found in these trees where they can eat the fruits or make their
nests, giving the origin of the name "pigeon wood". In the Philippines, the leaves, fruits and seeds are
eaten by cattle, buffaloes, goats and sheep as fodder, also browsed by game animals and can be made

into spinach.
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