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of the Osprey, a little below the surface; and sometimes, 
an humble imitator of the predacious White-headed Eagle, 
is said to rob the origina l captor, the Osprey, of its 
prey, by forcing it to drop it in the air, and then seizing 
it before it bas time to fall into its native element. 

It also· pr.eys on various aquatic birds, such as gulls, 
puffins, and guillemots; occasionally on fawns, young 
roebucks, and even, though very rarely, on foll-grown deer, 
as well as on sheep, and other smaller animals, as lambs, 
dogs, and cats, as also, on straggling domestic poultry; 
and in default of these, will readily feed on carrion of 
any kind. Herein also, it seems to shew a strong affinity 
to the Vultures, for on meeting with such, it remains 
on the spot for hours and. sometimes for days together, 
and quits it only when it no longer affords the .means 
of satisfying the cravings of its appetite. A whole puffin 

.was once found in the stomnch of one of these birds. 
This species bas the power of abstaining for a very long 
time from food. One haR been known to have lived for 
four or five weeks in 'total abstinence.' 

Its note, which is a double one-a harsh and loud 
scream, utter ed many time in succes ion-and which may 
be heard at the distance of a mile or more, is shriller 
and sharper than that of the Golden Eagle, and is 
rendered by the worcls-ko oluk, klook. 

The followina curious exploit of one of these bircls is 
related by Mr. 1\Ieyer:-"A circumst ance illu strative of 
the great muscular strength which these birds pos ess 
I hacl the pleasure of witnessing in one confined in th: 
Zoological Gardens in the Regent's Park, in tJie ee\"crc 
winter of1835. I was employed in completing a sketch of 
the bird in question, when I ob ervecl hini make manv 
endeavours with his beak to break the ice that had 
upon the tub of water placed in his cage. F indi ng all his 
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GOLDEN EAGLE. 

lustrous eye into the far distance below, for some quarry 
on which to stoop for his own food, or that of his 

() 

young ones in th e nest. 
Th!:' Golden Eagle seldom strays far from its native 

haunts, and is, probably from the nature of its habits, 
not numerous in any particul ar spot;• but those habits 
make it but too much so where it is fonnd, which is, 
as may at once be imagined, in the most mountainous 
and rocky distr icts-the natural haunts of those •fcrre 
naturre' which are its food-or in large forests on the 
plains. It is met with in India, and various parts of 
Asia, as well as in every part of the continent of Europe, 
and also in North America, in greater or less numbers. 
It was formerly far from uncommon in England, and 
in still more ancient times, in all probability, much more 
frequent. In Yorkshire, one bas been recorded. by 
Arthur Strickland Esq. as having occurred in the East­
Riding, ancl a second was killed by Admiral Mitford's 
gamekeeper. Another was shot in 184 7, at Littlecott, 
the seat of 'Mr. Popham, near Hungerford, in Berkshire: 
it bad glutted itself on a dead deer, and was unable to 
fly away on the approach of the keeper, who fired six 
times before he killed it. Another was captured in 
Cheshire, in the year 1845, at Somerford Park, the seat 
of Sir Charles Peter Shakerlcy, Bart.; and another, in the 
same county, a few years previously, near Eaton Hall 
the seat of the ·l\Iarq uis of ·w estminste r. ' 

It has been known to breed regular1y, even up to a 
comparatively recent date, in Cumberland and W ei.tmor­
lancl, and also in Derbyshire; which county 
one was captured alive near Glossop, m some SCYere 
weather, in the ye(l.r 1720; another, about the year 1710 
was shot at Hardwick Park, a scat of His Grace 
Duke of Devonshire, one of the fou1:dations of the 



































































50 BUZZA RD. 

wing : when d osed they reach nearl y to the end of the tail. 
The tips are deep bro wn, shaded at the base with pure 
whi te. The wings beneath are lighter, being mottl ed with 
white and bro wn- they are crossed irr eg ularly with dark 
bars : greate r and le ser wing cover ts, dark brown; 
prima ries, brownish black; g reater unde r wing cover ts, 
and lesser un der wing cover ts, dark brown. Th e tail, 
which has six, eight, ten, or twelve narrow bars of 
alternate dark bro wn and pale greyish brown , the last 
dark bar being the widest, is tolerably long, rather 
wide, and slightl y round ed at the end: the tips of the 
feath ers arc pale reddish brown. Th e und er side of the 
tail is of a general grey ish whit e, barr ed with dark 
brown . Its whole appearance is often ext remely beautiful 
- the uppe r surfac e bcincr varied with a fine gre y brown ,., 
of differe nt shad es, and redd ish yellow. Upper tail 
coverts, dark brow n; lower tail coverts, ye llowish white, 
or white spotted with brown on each feather. Th e legs, 
which arc rathe r short are feathered about a third down , ' 
the bare part, which i yellow, being covered nearly i ll 
round, but principa lly in fron t, with a series of scales. 
The toes, br i"ht yellow and short-th e third beina b , 0 

the longest , and united to the fourth by a tolerab ly 
large web; the other s are nearly of equal length . In 
specimens of this bird of dark plu mage, the colour of 
the legs is corr espond ingly dark er than in those of a 
lighter hue. The toes arc reticula ted to abou t half 
their leng th; claws, black, or nearly black, and th ouo-h 

b 
very sharp, not very strong ly hooked. 

The femal e is considerab ly larg er than the male, 
measurin g from one foot nine to one foo t ten inches in 
length, and neru·ly fi ve feet across th e wings; sometim es 
a · mu ch as full five feet . The young birds whi le in the 
nc t are of a lighter colour th an the old ones, and tl1e 



































































































































































































































































































































































































































































246 GREAT TIT. 

the straws in quest of concealed insects. It has also 

been known to eat small birds, killing them by repeated 
taps on the head; and shews the same carnivorous 
propensity in the readine ss with · which it will pick a 

bone, or make a meal of a carrion. 
The provincial name of this species, the 'Oxeye,' has 

in my opinion no refer ence to a derivation from the 
'glauc!opis Athene,' but bas been given to it from its note, 
which, in the spring, resembles this word often repeated 
-a low and a high note in succession; and it has also, 
in addition to a chatter, another which resembles the 
word 'twink.' I know no bird whose voice, though 
monotonous, is more cheerful and exhilarating in con­
nexion with the returning spring. It begins its merry 
'oxeye, oxeye, oxeye' about the beginning of 

and it till the middle of May. It has, however, 
says Mr. Thompson, been heard as early as the and 

24th. of Decemb er, the 5th. of Janu ary, and the end qf 

J aJ;J.uary; when, at the latter <late, there was ice an inch 

thick on the pools. It. is loud, so that it may be heard 
at the distance of half-a-mile. It has been likened by 

the country people to the words-' sit-ye-down.' 

The nest is usuall y :made in a hole of a tree or of a 
wall, or crevice of a rock; sometim es the forsaken nest 
of a crow or magpie is converted into a tenement. Not 

unfr equently it is pl aced in a pump, either used or 
unused, the doorway being by the orifice for the handl e. 
Another has been kno wn to build far up among th e 
r afters of a hou se; one in a windo w-fr ame, the entrance 
being through the op enin g for the weight; and anoth er 
und er an inv erted flower-po t. It is compos ed of a 

qu antity of moss, fe ath ers, leaves, h ajr, and other ma­

loosely comp acted. Occasio-nally th e eggs are 
aid on the dust of the wood alone ; and if I may 






































































































































































































































































































