








































.. Row to knoi.e1 the I ndian Waders. 
lI 

It is usual to call this bird the Black-necked Stork. but 
its neck is no more black than a drake's is, and as · it is 
such a dist inct-looking bird, and its African and Indian 
relatives of similar type bear the :nar.ne of J abiru, there 
appears to be no rea-son to. refuse our species a share 
of the title, especially as it already has it in the 

live animal trade. Il ranges from India to Australia, and is resident where 
it5 it is so_ciable than other Storks, 0c- . 
curnng smgly or m pairs I remember once seemg a bird 
fcedinl? in a -rool by the rail:.vay line _quite undisturbed by 
a passmg train. It breeds m t_he wmter making 
a huge nest on a and laymg four white eggs n,ear1y 
three inches long. It is not a particularly savage bird, 
but its bite is very severe and heals with difficulty. Real-
1 y the most interesting point aooµt the species is the great 
sexual difference in the eyes. Such differences are 
1non in birds , but almost invariably the cock has the bright 
coloured iris anr1 the hen the dark one; and it would be 
worth while to keel> these birds tame, and . note whether 
the sexes differed in disposition, and if so, which was the 
bolder and fiercer. as light eyes in a bird so often indicate 
a more vicious disposition. S The Adjutant and Indian Marabout, with their ally, the 
African Marabout , form a very natural group or genus. 
They have the bill very large and thick, the head and neck 
almost completely bare , and the under tail-cov erts vety 
soft. loose textured and fluffy 1 so that they are use as or­
naments. They have a powdery substance on their plu­
mage like pigeon_s, and leg_s are usually white-washed 
owing to their dirty habits which they share or less 
with other Storks. They show in perfection a very cha­
ract eristic habit of the family, that of sitting ' down on 
their hocks. Other birds often do this too, but few so 
much as Storks, t11ese bald species especially. When fly­
ing they draw their neck in of it as 
usual-possibly they are afra.td of catchmg cold , as 1t is so 
naked and exposed. It is a curious f,act that the young of 
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resembles the African 1\'Iarabout in appearance, I think 
they ought to share th e same English name. The 
African Marabout (LeptoptilHs cr·u-m.eniferus), however 
has a pouch like the Adjutant. The Indian species 
found, but not commoniy, over most of India , through­
out B·urma and eastwards to Borneo . It has thus much 
the sam e range as Adjuta1;it proyer, but it is a much 
more r,espectable bird, not being a garbage-worrier, but 
fishing for itself far away from civilization. Near Ivloul­
mein it breeds later than its large relative, and in Ceylon 
from February to April. lts eggs ai;e of course smaller. 

The remaining Storks stand alone among Indian mem­
bers of their family, though each of them has foreign re­
latives which share their peculiarities. 

The Painted St<:>rk. 
/ 

Pseudotantatw, twcoceplialus.-ELANFORD, Fatm. 
Brit. Ind. Vol. IV, p. 376. 

VERNACULAR NAMES·- J anghil, Doklt, Hind. ; 
Kat-sarunga, Ram-jha11kar, Sona-j ·nga, Beng. ; 
Lurigduk, Sind ; Yerrikali-konga, Tel. ; 
Singanareli, Tam. ; Chmigaveelanary, Tamil 
of Ceylon ; Dat?td11wa, Cing. ; Hnet-kya, 

Burmese. 

This is a very distrnct-1ooking owing to its round­
ed and taperillg bill, gently but curved. down­
wards towards the end. The head is bare to behmd the 
eyes, but the is well feathered. The bird, when 
standing, keeps 1ts beak bent ?own on the neck. . 

The plumage is mostly but most of the qmlls, 
the tail, and lining of the wmg are a glossy green-black, 
and a band of this colour also crosses the breast. The 
small feathers of the flat of the wing are black ·with white 
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excellent to eat, so that it would be well worth dom esticat ­
ing .. kno:"n to the ancients, for Herodotus 
iy d1stmguishes 1t as the Black Ibis from the Whi te 1 bis 
cethiop·ica, a,nd says it was the real sacred hird. 

Tbs Spoonbil1s (family Platuleidce) do not realJy differ 
from the lbises in any important point, ' tbe beak, road 

fiat though it is at the tip, n0t being ;;ufiicient su pport 
for a family ! Ther e are only a ,few species, and of thE)Se 
only one is, found in India, which the natives, wjtJ f a dis-
criminatfon which does have called the Spoon 
Jbis. Ibises and Spoonbills arf': indP.ed, so nearly related 
that they have been known to interbreed, there being in 
the Berlin Zoological Garda.l_ls a hybrid between one of the 
White Ibises and a Spoonb1U, which has the body of the 
latter bii;-d and the ?iU of the f<?rmer, only slightly fl at­
terled towards the tip. . How .this compromise would get 
on in a state of nature 1s an mteresting question. 

The Spoonbill. 

Platalea leucorodia.-BLANFORD, Faun. Brit. 
Ind. Bircts, Vo1. IV, p. 366. 

VEUNACULAR NAMES :-Chamaclz buza, Hin<l. 
Chinta, Beng. ; Gen!u konga, Tel. ; 
Chapy ch!undim , Tamil of Ceylon. 

The Spoonbill bas the sides o.f the face and t11e thrdat 
naked, and a long f_ull of the breed. , 
in seasom. At hme also 1s a pafoh 
ong the which at tunes 1s ptlre white hke the 
rest of the The b11J, and legs are black, th e face 
and tip of the b1U yel!ow; the bare thrQat yellow, run-
ning mto below. . 

Young birds. have, /f no crest? flight 
feat.hers are t1ppe? :-v1th blarkrsh, and their bills, which 
p.re at first so d1stmctly spoon-shaped as those of their 
Id S are all dull yellow , .e er , 
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train is particularly long, sometimes reaching nearly a 
,,..., foot and a half , and almost touching the ground. 

This species is found throughout a large portion of the 
warmer regions of the Old World, from Africa to Austra­
lia. It is resident with us, and breeds in close-packed 
colonies in trees, laying four pale blue-green eggs. It is 
a particularly tame species, often breeding in towns, and om. 
this aceount and of the abundance of plumes it carries 
would be' particularly suitable for protective cultivation 
in the open. 

' 
The Small Bgret. 

Herodias garzetta.-BLANFORD, Faun. Bnt. Ind -. 
Birds, Vol. IV , P· 387. 

VERNACULAR NAMEs.-Kilchia or Karchia bogla 
:ilind.; Neila nucha konga, Tel.; Sudu-koka, 

I 
This smallest size of Egret is only a li.ttle over two feet 

long, with an eleven-inch wing, four-inch shank and 
bill the last-nameQ member bemg thus proportionately 
longer than in the two larger species. The bill is always 
black and the face yellow ; the legs are black, ;µid the toes 
more or less yellow. In breeding dress this bird carries a 
train of the U$Ual style, but gracefully turned up at the 
end ; it also has a tuft of breast-plumes , but these are 
simply long ordinary not filamentous ones; 
and a crest of two long p1umes adorns the head. 

This daiJ1ty looking bird all the 
warmer parts of OM World, and 1s_a Fes1dent with us; 
it is ID:Ore prnlific than the as many 
as half-a-dozen eggs. For avrnry cultivation this would 
be the best species of o':1r there. is a better spe· 
cies of even smaller size m Amenca, with filamentous 

( plumes on head, breast and back-the Snowy Egret (Leii-
cophoyx ca1ididissima). 

The next Herons that we have to deal with are the two 
Reef Herons, or as they are better called, Reef Egrets ; the 
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is apt to be missed if fire.d at too soon: but as it does not go/ 
far and can be flushed again at close range, there is no ex-
cuse for the aentleman in the story who used to practise 
at one, day after day . till, much to his grief, he killed it by 
accident ! Birds of prey sometimes appear to find this 
little Bnipe altogether too much for them, as 1\.1.r. W .. Jesse 
recent ly saw one pursued by quite an of ra-pto-
rial birds, and yet evade the whole v1Hamous cori:1b111a-• 
tion, wb.ich included a pair of jugger falcon.s. two krt<>s. a 
tawny eagle, and two ruffians unidentified. 

On its breeding grouncis in the North the Jack makes a 
niostremarkablesoundduring its nuptial flight, Woolley , 
who heard it in Lapland as the bird flew at a grf'at height 
and speed, says : '' l know not how better to describe the 
noisP t.b.an by like1ting it to the cantering of a horse in the 
clistance over a hard. hollow road ; it came in fours, with f l 

a similar cadence, and a like clear vet hollow sound. ·' 
'l'he eggs resemble those of the Common Snipe in colour 
and shape, but are remarkably large for the size of their 
owne r ; they are as long, though not a.s wide, as those of 
the l-iigg..ir bird, and the clutch of four weicrh nearlv as 
much as· their pmducn herself. "' · 

lhe Double Sn ipe. 

G(J/hnaqo 11wjor, lhit. Mus. Cat. 

Before leaving t.hetrue snipes it is as well to notice t he 
fact that the Solitary Snipe of Europe, the ''D ouble 
Snipe'' of sport!:>men at home, already indicated by Messrs. 
Hume and Oates in the ir respective works on Indian 
game-birds as a likely specie;; to occur. has apparently 
rea:lly turned up, although the specimen was not preserved. 

J?ouble Snipe, although about the size of the 
hill 8nipe dealt with «>OmP paf!PS is a bird of thP type 










































































































































