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THEe anirials illustrated and dcgcrlbed in this bowk are only a fraction
of those which are to Be found in the Soviet Union, but they have been
chosen as typical cxamplcs of what may be met with in the various zones,
climatic and otherwise, of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. ,Sumc
of them do riot*occur outside its borders. Similarly, the short dcscription
of each species does not_enter into any great detail“but rather is intehded
to give the habltat mode of hfc and one or two outstanding facts of interest
about each one Thc reader may find this m“thbu of apprc.\ach somewhat
repetitive, but unfortunataly it is hard to avoid when one is giving as
many facts as possible in a modicum of space. It is hoped, however, that
both the illustiations and the text will arouse a general interest in the
fauna of a country abeut whlchq, both here in Britain and abroad, there
seems to be«uch widespread lgnoram,e %

The area of the U.S.S.R. is 8} million square miles—about one-sixth’
of the inhabited surfzce of the carth. It is not surprising, therefore, that
it contains a grcat diversity of living creatures belonging to many dxﬂ'crcnt
orders of the Animal Kingdém. From ‘the Ukraine in the west to Kam-
chatka in the east, the distance is more thah 6,008 miles, whilie from the
mouth of the chcse1 Riverdn the Arctic to the Kara Kum'Desert and
the Pami-"Mountains in, the south the distance is upwards of2,000 miles.
Travellmg from north to south along this lm , One passes through at least
6 different climatic regions; each of which has its own distinctive flora
and fatina. ' e "

.. The Tundra region, which starts on the shores of tlie Arctic Ocean,
has long cold winters and short summers, lasting only about 3 montbs,
during which the t#mpcraturc rarely exceeds 50 degrees Fahrenheit. The
surface ol the ground is frozen hard daring most of the year and the subsoil
is frozen permanently. In this frozen subsoil are found the remains of the
Hairy Mammoth\Elephas przngemus), an animal'which becanie extinct
some 60,000 vears ago but which is still discovered with its flesh in a perfect
state of preservation. There is very'little plant life in this region and that
is dwarfed and stunted. A'littie grass grows in the far nerth, and tewards
the south-—during the short summer—are Reindeer moss and some of the -

- [ xi ]
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dwarf berr‘r-bcarmg plants such as bllbcrry and cranberry. In the

ditions it is not surprising that there is very little animal'life. In the winter,
ape.rt from sucl. animals as the Polar Bear and the Walrus in the extreme
north, she Arctic Fox and occasionally the Snowy Owl, no living thing
15 seen, but in the summer a few animals from the adjoining Taiga. (south
of thc Tundra) migrate nort‘lwar(. _among, them being the” Wolf|
the Ermine, the Glutton and the Bruwn Bear. The only domesticated
animals whlch are able to withstand the rigours of the “Turidra winter
«"=ve ground are the Husky Dog and the Reindeer” In some regions of

extreme cold, even the Reindeer cannot live, and the Husky Dog, which .

can pe fed on fish, takes its place. Below the frozen snow the hardy
Lemming fights for existence.

The Taiga, the largest of all the climatic rcglons of the U.S.S. R
stretches from Finland to Kamchatka in a bread belt varying frora 500
to 1,000 miles in width, and js composed mainly of coniferous forests—
actually one-third of the total area of coniferous forests in the world. Here
again the summers are short, but they are warmer and the winters less
severe. The whole of this Taiga belf teeins with animal life, from the great
Brown Bear to the tiny Chipmunk. In these forests during the winter
the hunter finds his finest pelts, among them the rare Sable and the Ermine.
It is here, too, that the Capercaillie, the largest of the game birds, is found.
Going south, the Taiga merges gradnally inte a narrow band of deciduous
forest, hauated by mauy species of birds.

South cf this again is the Steppe regior, the cultivated fzrtile band
of black earth extending from the Ukraine south-eastward to north of
v, ake Balkash. This is the conntry of the Marinot and the Saiga Antelope.
South of the Steppes comes the desert, and hcre are Giant Lizards, Sand
Boas, Gazelles,” Jerboas and Cheetahs. In this region tae climate 1s cub-
trc pical and the fauna is similar to that of the deserts of North Africa.
La.tly comes the mountain region, where, in addition to magnificent Wwild
Goats and Mountain Sheep, are found the Snow }.copard, the Golden
Eagle and the Lammcrgeycr

'These various regions are not, of course, sharply defined. The
transition frcm north ‘o south is gradual and applie’ not only to the
climate but to the flora and fauna as well. Many of the animals migrate
backwards and forwards from north to south according to the seasons.

The Soviet Government is well aware cf th: importance of preserving
the wild animal life of its territories, and every care is taken to ensure

[ xii ]
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thataerto, spccxcs is wilfully exterminted. Wlth this end jn view, 47
vast sanctuaries for Jwild animals have been formed. These sanctuaries
together. cover an area df nearly 40,080 square miles, andein most*of #hem
are scientists workmg on problems of rcproducnow and' the cl(')logy'of 5}
valuablc species. This work i§ catrded o under the, auSpices of tHe
Académy of Sc1ences of the U. S.8.R. and’many .Umvcrsmcs and Instltutes

stake part in it. S ' .

One of the most lmportanf rgserves is the Caucasian State Sanctuary *
near. Mount Elbrue in the Caucasus, where European BisoY, Cauea- T
Deer and @hamois are preserved. Much of this sanctuary lies betwccn
3,0Q0 and 11,000 feet above sea level, and it is heresthat there is the nucleiis
of a herd of the Cauchsian race of European Bison] which had become
almost extinct aftcr the first svorld war. In 1936 I 'visited the Institute of
Acclimatisation and Myhridisation at Ascahia Nova in the Ukraine and
saw the beginnings of this herd of Bison, afterwards transferred to the,
Caucasus, and many other interesting ammals which were being saved
from extinction. Theé Ascanta I\Iova breeding station is ovet 100,000 acres
in extent. Durmg the last war it, was overren by the Nazxs who
slaughtcrcd md'ny of the animals, destroyed the Museum, and *transported
many valyable specipnens to qumany The Muset&m is now being rcbullt ;
and the work interrupted by the war is being resumed.

" Another famous animal,resgrve js the Sudzukinsky Sanctuary, which
1s in the Taiga zone some,150 miles from Viadivostvk. Here are vast herds
of many Knds of Deer and speaal attention’is being paid to ‘the breeding ‘
.of the Sable, an animal ivhich prior fo 1917 had almost been wiped out
in thisarga.” The largesf Sable reserve in thc Soviet Union is at Osnovka*«
or=the shores of Lake Bai%allL Here agaifi, indiscriminate trapping had
almost _exterminzted this beautiful animal, but owing «bo rigorous pro-

' tectxon .there are now so many Sables in fﬁxs district that 1, ‘has become *

“the largest source of'supply for breeding stations in Buryat Mongoha Altai,
Krasnoyarsk, Novoﬁblrsk and elsewhere. * .
Ong of the most interesting of a]l the animal reserves in the U.S.S. R
is the Saiga Antelope Reserve on the isfand of Barsa-Kelmes, which lies
in the north- wcs\&n part ¢ ef the Aral Sea. The island is aboat f2Q square .
miles in extent and is devoted entirely to the prerervation of the Salga
‘Antelope, which has always‘been much sought ufter by hunters because
of its” beautiful lyre-shaped horis. It is encovrag‘ing fo know %Rat this'
unique animal has besn saved fof posterity, for nfi Barsa-Kelmes ¢here,
% il [ xru ] y
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are now upwards of 1,000 specimens. The Director of<the Barsa-
Kelmes reserve is a woman, Elena Vasenko, and she has a staff of 39,
includiny scienticts and administrative personnel. o

= - In aJditior to th2se.sanctuaries, nearly every large city 1n the Soviet

Union has its own Zoo. The-oldest-and most famous is the MOSCO\.N. Zoo’

Park, with whom the Lendon Zoo ma'es regular exchanges of animals.
Many of the exhibits at Regent’s Park.and Whipsnade are the result of
this friendly bartering. The large herd of Bactrian Camels«at Whipsnade
w-2-magnificent sight and all of them have been bred from 4 whigh'
came from Moscow in 1936. s

The Soviet people realise that in the wild life of their country they
have a great heritage. They have seen in other countries the extermination:
of species caused by the iguorance and greed-of man, and they are deter-
mined that this wanton destruction shall not ocqur in the country which

they love and for which they have made such heroic sacrifices.
G. M. VEVERs.

Whipsnade, Aprfl, 1947. ;

" SIBERIAN CHIPMUNK :

o '
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The DESMaANS (Desmgna moschata), Ncurivus little creature which
measures about 18 faches in Itngth, is half moleshalf shrew. Its tail is.
flagened from side to side and its hind feet are shaped like spaddles for
. S“.'i“}ming- It lives in burrdws %on’ tRe 'edgc.s of strgams artl is only found
-within thg confines of thd"U.S.S.R., mainly jn the Volga and Don Basins.
It has a 18vely reddish brown fur which is much sought after. It leads a

pe 5 . ® g .
Sy regiring, life ard feeds anainly on shell fishs insects and water weeds. .I‘S..
burrows #e.always entered under water and’leagh upwards to a dry nestirfly

. Che}mbsr & here tl]c young' 3 to 4 in number, are born naked and blind.

= . ° - 1 o® .
s TWp interesting species of LONG-EARED HEDGEHQSSsare foind
< in the ngighbourltgd of the Caspiag and Ayal Seas. Erinaceus auritas has a
fairly wide distributfon from the Sea of Azov north of the Caspian eastwrd®
to the Pamirs, while Erinaceus hypomelas, which is a slightly larder animal, is
found in tho. ra Kum Desert eastward to Tadjikista, Both these .
« hedgehogs, being ¥arm d&ertespecies, have lafge ears which are afalogous
. to "the large.earg of the Desart Foxes. The large, size of the ears increases
" the hody surface area, so tIJt the anignal can keepe cool by radiagion. Ane «
ex®mple of the opposite ‘state of affairs is seen in ethe®small cafs"of the. ]
Argctit Fox, which doc,.sy)t require to lose but rathc'r to conserve body‘he:;t. :
. . [ ] . .

" [0 ¥
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The COMMON SHREW (Sarex araneus) belongs to the Order of
animals known as Insectivora. The, Common Shrew has a wide distri-
bution thrébughout Eurcpe and Asia. I tis undcr 3 inches in'length C’{C‘.ldlng
the tail, which is shorter than the quv Thcrc is conmdcra%l; variation in
colou)‘ but it is generally a mous shadr Common Shrews feed mainly
on insects; worms and sugs. hey possess glands “which secrete a_strong
scent and ‘make therf repulsive to carnivorous mammals such as the cat.
Cats will kill a shrew but will not eat it. Birds of prey, such as owls, however,
will“catch and dcvour them. -

-, COMMON SHREW

o

4 a° '
" °
"

The WATER SHREW (Neomys fodiens), which measures about 3 inches
in length exclusive of its tap, is widely distributed, throughout Furope as
ai"east as the Altai Mountains and also occurs in Britain. Itis an insectivore
like the Common Shrew and lives mainly on freshwater shrimps, other

{5 ]
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. crustaceans,*and insects. Itisa goad swimmer and its fur cepe?s Wator SO
thag the animal appears to be parfecgly dry immediattly on reachmg land.
It [Nes 31 burrows on the banks of streams.: o B
N N 1 . Siie l
L Y ° L] ' - * .
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LONG-EARED BAT

There ace 39 different species’ of BATS m the Soviet U'mon, all»
+ok which, with one exception,, belong «to the “two Families thwﬁphzdae
(Horse-shoe or Leaf-nosed Bats3 and Vesperlzl’wmdae (typlcaf bats). Efha, .
Pianer has drawn 5 species typical of these 2 Families: the* LONG-
EARED BAT (Plecotus auritus), the SHARP-NOSED BAT (Myotu'\ '
oxyguathv:;, HEMPRICH’S EARED BAT (Otory»ct?n: hemprzcﬁz), the .
GREATER HORSE-SHOE BAT (Rlunolo‘ohus Serrumeequinum); and the
SEROTINE. (Vespertilio serotinus). Bats are distinguished from all other
mammals by havmg their fore limbs converted into wings which™ are
capable of sustaining rapid flight. All the bats df the Sgviet %mon belong
to the Sub-order Microchiroptera or insectivorous bats. Thg hind feet,’ *which
are not joined to the wirigs, are armed with{hooked claws by which the °
animal suspends itself upside down, its pafuna resting posmon Only gne
young is born at a time and this is carried on the* breast of the mather.
[ 8.] Tg Y& B - .
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Insectivorous bats are nocturnal in hablt They spend the ﬁayn haf{gmg
up in dark caves and old buildings. They are not hlind, as is corpmonly
supﬁoseu, although they do not rely on their eyg.s for guiding ‘them in
night. 1* is their keea sense & hcarmg_whlch enables them to fly through
the absolute darkness of their caves.” They have developed a'form ofradar

which guides them in heir flight. Thelr high-pitched cries; which Annot
be heard by human beings, are echotd or reflecfed from thc smallest
surface and picked up by their keen sence of hearing. It will bé seen”that

most bats have large external ears. e »
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The TI-GER (Felis tigris) has a very scattered dlstrlbutio"x in the
Soviet Union. It is found from the Caucasus along the southern shores of
the l“asl:‘uan as far east a$ the southern edge of the Kara Kum Désert. Then
thére arc three isolated localities at the southern end of the Aral Sea and
Pamir Mountains, the third being just south of Lake Balkash whete the
Ili River flows into it. I{ is not found aéam eastward until it hecurs over a
wide area of the Far Eastern Republic on both banks of the Amur River.
This is where the famous long-haired Manchurian race occurs. ‘Tigers arg

“generslly found in thickets near the shores of large rivers and lakes. Urilike
most other cats it is fond of water and is a strong swimmer. ' It feeds on all .
kinas of mammals, from the smallest deer to the largest oxen. 2 to 5
cubs are born afier a gestation period of 4, mont":s, Baikov states that
the Manchurian Tiger only breeds once in 3 ycars ’ The Indlan Txgcr
normally breeds every year.




The LEOPARD (F:lis pardus). There seem to be three races of
Leopatds in the Soviet Union. One is found in the No.thern “aucasus and _
‘cne in the Southern Caucasus which also occurs in Turkmenistan, along
the side of the Kara, Kum Desert, as far cast as Tadjikstan. Then taere is a
gap of over 2,000 miles with nn Leopards until they are found again in-the
Far Edstern Republic on either side of the Amur . River wheve the
Manchurian Tigers occur. This third race is vividly coloured and the black
spots are more thickly disiribirted than in the ‘wo western races, whick are
very pale with iiidistinct markings. I have seen one of these Caucasia.
Leoparas in the Moscow Zo» Park and its markings reminded mg of those
of‘a Cheetah. The gestation period of a Leopard is about 3% months
and, like the Tiger, 2 to 5 cubs are born. Leopards are great clitnbers

[ 23]
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and frequert trees. They live mainly on mammals and bifds.c [n the
Caucasus, Leopards have been found at over 10,000 foet. 2

S ; ; M &

The SNOW LEOPARD- (Felis uncia) is found in the Pamirs and the
mountains ¢f Certral Asia as far north as latitude 50 degrees. Itis one of the
handsomest of all the Felidae. Its coat is whitish grey with la”gc dark brown
spots and it has a very long bushy tail over 3 .feet in length. The
Snow Leopard is slightly smaller than.the common Leopard and feeds

PALLAS’S CAT,

mainly on mountain sheep, goats and small rodénts. They live,at a very .
high altitude and seldom live long in caphtivity i they aré brought
dewn to sea level. They are very delicate and. are subject to,pneugsania
aud other lung discases. 'The ginter’pelt af, é Snow Leopard makes one
of the most beautiful skins and good specirhens are worth ,(,‘t,oo or °
more each. o, : o AR ¥
& ' AL
The _]UN(:LL CAT (Felis cheus) has a somewhat Jlmlted dlsmbutlon 2
‘n :he U.S.S.R., being confined to the western shores” of the Casplan, the
south Kara Kum Desert, and an arca south-east of the Aral Sea. Jt-is
about the size of a large domestic cat and is normally grey with dark stripes
and white underparts, although it does vary considerably and in some
localities is a uniform tawny colour with no visible stripds. The tail is léss |
than one third the total length of the animal, The ears are tipped.with
black Kairs, which suggests that it has zffinities with the Lynx. There dre

many local races in other parts of the world and it has a wide distribution
1207 55 R e S



SNOW LEOPARD

in North Africa, Asia Minor, Ind1a and China. Itis thought that Felis chaus
was the cat held sacred b)uhe Egyptians. Mummxﬁcd remains of a similar
cat have been found in nfany tombs.

PALLAS’S CAT (Felis manul) is one of the smallest of ail the wild cats
~ of the world, measuring ®mnder 2 feet in length, with a short tail 8 to 10
. L

JUNGLE CAT
[ 15 ]
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L
inches longs The Manul, as it is called in Tibet, is rare .in tie”U.S.S.R.
but has been found in widely senarated localities from the eastern shores of
the"Caspian thnough the Pamirs to a point south-east of~Like Baikal.
Uulike 1a0st wild cats, it is nbt found in forests but lives amongst barren
récks on mountain sxdcs up to 9,000 feet, in the crevices of which it réars its
young. It hunts by.nignt and lives mamly on small rodents such as the
Pica and on birds. Its thick soft fur is a’protection 2gainst the intense cold
of its mountain habitat. Certain peculiarities of the skull separate it from
all otrer cats. Its ears are relatively small and set low on the sides of the
head, rather like those of the European Wild Cat. Unlike most cats, the :
pupil of the eye does not contract into a slit in strong light but is disé-like
in shape. ¢ <A e

L] o
‘)

The CHEETAH (Acmorgyx Jubatus) has a limited dlstrnbuuon it. the
Soviet Union, being confined tc Turkmcmstan It is sometimes known
as the Huntmg Leopard because it resembles a Leopard 2nd in Asia
is trained ior hunting gazelles. Over ‘a short distance the Cheetah

-
™ =]
-
-

. ol CHEETAH ' ° a
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COMMON WGLF, ..

is one of the swiftest runners in the animal world. _It differs from
the cats ia that its olaws are not fully retractile but rather more like
those of the dog, and zoologists have placed the Cheetah between
the Canidae and Felidae in a separate genus. The Cheetah is entirely
carnivorous. 3 : ‘

. .

The COMMON WOLF (Canis lupus) is distributed throughout North
Europ=an Russia and Siberiz as ‘r east as Kamchatka and Vlacivostok.
It aso occurs in the north part of the island of Cakhalin. Therc are
mary variations, both in size and colour, according to the locality.

[ 17 ] :
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The Wolf is the largest of the wild Canidae and is now donsidered to
be the ancestor of all the domestic races of dog. Fn spring and summer
Wolvesiare genérally found in pairs, but in the winter theyiitmt in small
packs. ~ : gt ®

R 1 L

The HUSKY BOG (Canis_familiaris var.) which is trained <o draw the
sledges of all the peoples of the Arctic, is probably the nearest domesticated
relative of the Wolf. One way in which the Husky Dog ‘differs from the
‘Wolfis in the carriage of the tail, which is nearly always curled forwards
sover the back, whereas the Wolf carries its tail low. "

The CORSAC FOX (Vulpes corsac) is found in'thg large area of desert
country which lies between “the eastern shores of the Caspian and the
Pamir Mountains. Its distribution is confined almost entirely to the
* territories of the U.S.S.R. It‘is smaller and paler in colour than the
European Red Fox, with white underparts and a black-tipped bushy tail.
Its food consists mainly of small desert animals.

v

The ARCTIC FOX (Alopex lagopus) is found all ;:long, the Arctic
seaboard of the Soviet Union from the Kola Peninsula to Kamchatka.

ARCTIC FOX
[ 18]
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It is little mére than half the size of our European Red Fox and differs from
it ir having small round ears and, like the Polar Bear, hair betwzen the
pads*of its feet. The summer coat of the Arctic Fox-is bluish grey but in the
autumn it develops a long pure white coat, so that the whole ammal is
white except for the tip of the nose, which is jet black. This change of coat
is not universal, for some individuals remaia a bluish colour throughout the,
winter. The food of the Arctic Fox is varied, consisting of eggs‘and young

birds, small mdents roots and lichens. a

.

o

-

SIBERIAN WILD DOG

y e 2 A d g ? ‘\
The RACCOON-LIKE DGG (Njctereutes procyoroides) is a mative of
Amurland in the Far Eastern Republic of the Soviet Union, but because of
the value of its far it has been introduced into many other parts of the
U.S.S.R. »It is rather like a Raccoon, with a short tail, and is about the
size of a large domestic cat,with short legs. It i§ extremely hardy and will
live on almost anything, but its favourite food is fish. Its fur; which is in
.great demand for making winter coats, varies in colour from dark brown to
black, with a yellow’sh tinge round the head and shoulders. It hunts

mainly at night and has been known to hibernate.

[ 29 ]
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The SIBERIAN WILD DOG (Gyor: alpinus) is feund in scattered
mountainous localities §tretching from the Pamirs to Lake Baikal, with a
break until it again occurs in the Far Eastern Republic. It is a good deal
smaller than the Wolf but of much the same colouring, with a bushy fox-
like tail and rounded erect ears. The Siberian Dog or Dhole, as it is some-,

times called, is swift and cunning end will attack man. Domestic dogs are_
afraid of it and will turn away from its scent. :

[ 21 ]



The SEA OTTER' (Enl;ydra lutris). A hundPed years ago this animal,
was quite common along the coasts of the Kuyiles and "Sakhalin as far
north as the south-east coastsof Kamchatka, byt i has beens 5Q thercilessly
* huted by the _]apa'hcsc op actaunt of its beautiful fur,that it is now- one of
the rarest anima]s in the* world. It survives ins the same regions in very

-._sm.all numbegs, buf prior to,the war attcmpts were beihg ma’dc-by 'the 4

Sovy:t Govd‘nment to transfer some specimens from Kamchatka®to th
White Sea where it was hoped fo estaRlish a colony of fleese mtercgtmg and -,
svfluable fur-beanng animals. The Sea Ottgr is about*f feet long mcludmg
its tayl. It i$ dlstmctly seal-likesin appearance, with a fat unwieldy bocb'
bigger bcbmd than in front. Its hind legs and feef are much}argcr than its

forefeet®and are wcbbcd'for-sw1mmmg The,skif of thg Sea Otter provides

ene of the most beautiful and expensive furs in the wotld. It is generally
Jdark brawn in colour with silver tips. The Sea Otter feeds Almost entlrely
_on shell-fish and ®s yery fond of sea-urcﬁms, Crabs and seaweed. I is

monogamous and only bne pup is born at a tlm‘c 4 . W
Y . 3 [ a‘ ] i Y i . _ ... - 2
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The .SABLE (Martes ztbellina), the most famous of all [fur-bearing
animals, is found in scattered localities throughout Siberia as far east as
Kamchatka. The size of the Sable and the quality of its fur var,les gon-
SIdcrably according to its dlstrlbut.wn Thc%irgcsi Sables, mcasumng over
2 fcct in length including the tall are found in the Altai refion and the
plam of the River Ob, while tke darker and more #lky Sables come from
the Transbaikal and Yakut districts. The most prized Sables are’ black
a}bov e, chestnut brown on the neck and flanks, and reddish orange on the *
threat. The Sable Thhabits mountainous forests, is nocturnal  habij, and
feeds on small rodents, birds and nuts. It is very fond of berries, especially
~ of the rowan tree. It lives in cracks in rocks and if: the roots of trees: The
Sable leads a solitary life except during the bree'ding'season which occurs
in July. For its size it has a long period of gestation—about 9 months.

The young vary ip number from 2 to 6 and are usually born ir April.
At birth they are blind and covered with thin short whitish fur which very
soon *urns to a greyish colour. They do not open their eyes urtil about the
35th day and the mother feeds them for at least 8 weeks, when they start
to leave the rest. They grow rapidly and by Avgust are fully grown but
they do not breed wuntil they are g years old.

“The GLUTTON (Grlo gulv), which is called the Wolverine in North
America, ranges from the borders of Finland in the west, across Euronean

[ 23]
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Russia and throvgh Siberia as far as Kamchatka. It also ocsurs in the
island of Sakhalin. It extends northward beyond the Arctic Circle and
southwa-d to Lake Baikal. This ungainly animal is a member of the
Weasel Family. A fully grows Glutton,is about the size of a Collie dog
with rather short legs. It ha®a short tufted tail and is generally blackish
brown in colour, alt! ough some individuals have a band of chestnut

.
L

1

GLUTTON

running from the shoulders along the flanks te the tail on eitherside. The

head is broad with a short pointed muzzle and the ears are, small. It has
* short sharp claws waich are neayly always greyish white in colour,, Gluttons
are almost entirely nocturnal and are seldom seer; during the day which they
spend asleep, in holes in the ground or in the crevices of rocks. /s its name
implies, the,Glutton is a voracious feeder and devours .evcrythmg it can
catth and overcome. It is the bugbear of the trapper as it often eats
trepped animals. The Glutton does not hibernate, - -

The POLAR BEAR (Thalarctos maritimus) is found along the coasts
angl on-the isiands of the Sqviet Arctic. Its coat remains white throughout
+he year. It has a long narrow head and the soles of its feet are hairy so
that it does not slip on the ice. The Polar Bear is the largest of all the bears,
measuring 10 feet in length and weighing up to 800 pounds. The =ext
largest bear in the U.SS.R. is the Kamchatka race of the Brown Bear. A

[24 ]
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particulariy large race of Polar Bear is found on Wraagel Tsland in the
Arctic Ocean. Ong of these was caught by the crew of the Icebreaker
Stalingrad,.the first ship to make the voyage through the Arctic Ogeansfrom
_east to west. ““Mischa” was presented to the London Zoo in 1935. Folar
Bears feed on fish and seal and walrus flesh. In the summer time they also
eat seaweed, lichen and berrics. They are very fund of salmon and will
often eat the flesh of « dead whale. The young, usually 2 in number, are
born in a hole*in the snow, where they remain until they are able to fend
far themselves. AT birth they are very small, naked, blind and belpless.
The mother Folar Bear is a pattern of maternal solicitude and there are
many stories of her devotion to her cubs. Polar Bears can overtake a
running man on land, while in the water they are acco.aplished swimmers
and divers. When roused they are very savage animals. They live about
30 years. .

) L) ¥ o ' P POLAR BEAR
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TheBROWN BEAR (Ursus arctos). There are many reces of the Brown
Bear in, the Soviet Union. ']:hc typical Russian Bear is the medium-sjzed
dark brown form whlch.as found i in North Europcarf Russiae The Cgucaslan
race is-lighter in dolour. The awrage size of a Brown Be&r is fpom P to °

8 feet’in length with a height of from 3 feet to feet 6 irches at ‘the should®r,
L) b

L B
.
o
° .
-
L3
o
° . .
4 ‘o ° - U
e ' ..
.
° . o
o - ¢ 4




ANIMALS OF THE U.S.S.R.

but in Kamchatk:. there is a race of Brown Bears very much latger—in fact
they are nearly as large as the famous bears of Kodiak Island in the
Beh:ing Straits, v/hich are generally regarded as ths largest of all the Brown
Bears. The Brown Bear 1s ommnivorous ard will eat almost anything but he
has a very sweet tooth and his fa\(ou'rite food is honey. Brown Bears nearly
always hibernate and the young, 2 in number, are born in the winter.
The cubs are nearly always born with a whitish patch or collar round the
throat, but this disappears in adult life.

“
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ANIMALS OF THE U.S.S.R.

The NORTHERN SEA LION (Otaria stelleri), which,is found in the
North Pacific, the Behring Straits, and round the shores of the Rrybiloff
Islandscis the lurgest of all the sea lions: A fully grown male may well
measure '12 or 13 feet in length ard weigh 1,500 pounds. When' in the
water, like all sea lions, their colour is a shiny black but when they are dry
they are a beautiful golden chestnut brown, though their ‘calour varies a,
great deal according to the scason of the year. The females are lighter in
colour than the males. The single young one is born during May or June
and is suckled on land. >

The WALRUS (Odebacenus rosmarus) is more closely allied to the sea

lions than to the scals. This is evident from the structvre of the hind limbs
which turn forward under the body and provide an easy means of locomo-
tion on land. Itisa massive and clumsy arimal, a fully grown male weighing
up to 3,000 pounds. The tusks of pure ivory may measure as much as
24 inches in length, of which about 18 inches nroject heyond the jaw. The
females have much smaller tusks. Walruses found on 1he coast of Kamchatka

NORTHERN SEA LION
[ 3]
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WALRUS;

have the longest tusks of all. Some have been found measuring nearly
3 feet in length. The Walru?ha& a ‘wide range throughout the islands of the
Arctic Seas, but much persecution by man has driver them farther east
than in former times, when they were quite common as far west as Green-
land. They aie gregarious creatures and breed in the spring. One—rarcly
2—young are born and thess .are stuckled ;by the mother for upwards of >
2 years. The Walrus feedé on molluscs of the genus Mya.and their teeth
are specidlly adapted for crushing the shells of these bivalyes. Only the
soft parts of the mollusc are eaten. In addition, Walruses eat latge- quan-*mcs
of seaweed and fish ‘pf all kinds. A strong-leather is prepared from the thick
skin of the Walrus and large quantities of oil extracted from the blubber.
The CASPIAN SEAL (Phoca caspica) and the BAIKAL SEAL (Phoca
sibirica) occur in the 2 inland seas after which they are named. They are
very similar to one another,and may be regarded as small forms of the
RINGED SEAL (Phoca hispida) which has its trne home in the Arctic
Occan, The Caspian Seal nicasures about 4 feet.in length, the Baikal
Seal a little less. Lake Baikal is a freshwater lake and the Caspian Sea is

[ ]
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only slightly salt, ;and it is something of a puzzle to know how these seals,
app"rently marine, found their way so far ipland. They are fishreaters,
comparatwely race, and smaller than any of the me=ing species of seals.

-

\ e >
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CASPIAN SEAL 1 )
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Thies BLADDER-NOSED SEAL (Cystophora cristata® is easily distin-
guished from all the other seals by the presence in the males of a large
swelling or the forehead. The nose can also be irflated a¢ will. The liead
swelling and nose bladder are nou segn. in tHe females. Blad'd%r-no‘sed Stals ~ °
are }érgc animals, measuring up to 8 feet in length. '-T}(iis spzcies is con-
fined to the tolder parts of thé North Atlantic and*/rctic Oceans. . Their
“main stronghold is bétween Gx:cchland and Spitzbergen. In winter they
travel south biit hardly ever touch land, being almost enfirely pelagic.
Tkey feed upon cuttle-fish and squids and are fiercer and more dangerous

. to hunt than any other member of the Seal Family. :

-
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" The NARWHAL (M¢nodon monoceros) belongs-to the same Family as the
Porpoites” and ‘Dolphins. It is easily distinguished ‘from,zll the other
members of the Family by the long spirally twisted tusi Wwhich almost

_ invariably projects from the left side. of the jaw. Only the males carry this
single long tusk. The tusk on the right side is usually rudimentary, being a
few inches in length. In the female both tusks are rudlfner.xtar y. The tusk is
formed of ivory and is always twisted clockwise. Sometimes they measure up
to 8 feet ir. length—about halfthe length of the wholé'animal. Occasionally
the right tusk is developed with the same clockwise twist. Itis thought that
the tusks, which are hollow for.thc‘ greater part of their length, are used in
batde by the males for possession nf the females. Apart irom the tusk, the
Narwhal is toothless. They have no back fins but are provided with short,

[ 3] 5
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Tusk of Narwhal

wide front ﬂippc'fs._ They are dark grey in ,

colour above and white helow, with,irregular
mottlings of darker grey. Narwhal§ are now
practically confinéd o the Polar Seas where
they occur in sinall “schools’” which migrate
periodically.
The GREENLAND WHALE (Balcen mys-
tecetus) is characterised b:* the enorrious size
of its head, which is almost half the length
of the entire animal. This is the whale
from which the best whalebone is obtained.

In a large spezimen the whalebune plates -

measure 10 to 12 feet in length and there may
be upwards of 400 on each side of the mauth.
The object of these whalebone plates is to
strain out the waier so that the small marine

[*s4 ]
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animals upon which these colossal animals feed are retained in the mouth.

Wiaen fcedmg, whales travel along just below the surface of the water with
their Luge mouths wide open. They brepthe thesugh a hole in the top of
the head and blow several times when they come to the surface. They
usually remain junder water for about 15 minutes. The single young
one ds born in the spring after a gestation pcnod of about 14 months
and is suckled for about a year. The maternal instihct m the whale is very
highly developed. 2

™.
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ANIMALS OF THE U.S.S.R.

The STBERIAN CHIPMUNK or GROUND SQUIRREL { Eutamias
stbixicus), an allied specu:s of which occurs in North*America, has 4 hght
coloured and 5 black stripes on the body. Chl-'\munks are smallcr than
ordinary squlrrcls and have cheek noeuches in which they store food The
Chipmunk’s tail is dlSO much shorter and is flattened and spread out.. The
Siberian Chipriunk has.a wide range from the Urals castward across
Siberia to Kamchatka. It feeds on all kinds of nuts, msects, gram and roots.
These little Ground Squirrels generally live in holcg among the roots of
trees, in which they lay up a large store of food for the winter. o

Closely allied to the Chipmunks are the SOUSLIKS. EVERS-
MANN’S SOUSLIK (Zitellus eversmanni), of which there are several
varieties, inhzbits the eastern.half of Siberia, from Lake Baikal northward

.

> 3 EVERSMANN’S SOUSLIK : X% S

-

to the Behring Straits and southward into Kamchatka and the Far Eastcm
Republic, ‘(hey are ‘abou: the same size as ordinary squirrels, with short -
“tails and very small ears. Sousliks live in colanies in decp burrows mainly
on oper plains. They hibernate and breed in these burrows. Their chief -
food consists of roots. seeds, berries anr occvslonally small mice, birds'and
cggs. They are very good to eat.

[*38 ]
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The BOBAK MARMOT (Marmota bobak) was originally widespread
from the steppes of Hungary to the Irtish, but to-day it survives only in
sepzrate‘colonies in the Ukraine, the Don Bas an4, the Midd'e and Lower
Volga districts.! On the ‘other! 1de of the Urals it occurs as far east as.
Kalakstan Marmots are large Ground Squirrels with short tails. Bobaks
measure about 17 inzhes from the nose to the root of the tail. *They live
in large colomcs and dig burrows in whlch they hibernate. - They are

strictly diurnal in habit and their food is entirely vegetafian. They ara
very gnod to eat.

.

-

BOBAK MARMOT

® o

”

Three of the smaller specizs of HAMSTERS found in the Soviet
Union are illustrated: the MONGOLIAN HAMSTER (Phodopus songarus)
from Southein Centrzl Asia, the MIGRATOR'Y HAMSTER (Cricetulus ..
iigratorius) from the steppes of the Ukraine and West Central Asia, and
BRANDT’S GOLDEN HAMSTER (Mesocricetus auratus brandt) from the
Caucasus. These “engaging mouse-like animals live in burrows and ‘are
vegetarian in habit.

[ 4o ]
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The MOLE VOLE (Ellobius talpinus) has a wide distributien, from the
Black Sea north of the Caspian as far as the northemn end of the Pamirs.
The Russians call this animal “Slepushonka)’ which means “little
blindling”. It inhabits the dry steppes and deserts, the grassy slopes of
mountains, cultivated grassland, allotments and gardens, and spends the
whole of its life ungderground, digging «complicated burraws. « These are
made in 2 layers—higher and lower tunhels. The lgwer ones Jlead to thé
nests, the upper ones to the roots and bulbs on which tite arirhal feeds.
Like tne Mole Rat or ““Slepets”, it does great damage to crops. It is allied
to the voles and lemmings. :

L]

* The ASIATIC BANDICOOT RAT (Nesokia indica) has a limited
distribation in the U.S.S.R. in the Caspian-Aral region as far east as
Turkmenistan. They resemble ordinary rats in apped! anc? but are larger
and have more powerful teeth . They measure about 12 inches from the
tip of the nose to the root of the tail and weigh over i pounds. They are
vegetarians and live ir burrows. a 3 ) :

-

The MOLE RAT (Spalax micropithalmus). The Russians call this
animal the “Slepets”, which literally mears “blind being”. It is a rodent
which is entirely adapted to subterranean life. The body is cylindrical or

’ _ [ 42 ]
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mole-like and covered with the same kind of fur as that of the inble.* It has.
no t~il and the head, which is wedge-shaped, merges iiito the body without
any race;of neck. 1 here are no visible eyes or ears and the fee* are adapted
for hurrowm§ Mole Rats hve dimost entirely undcrground in comphcatcd
burrows, feeding r‘n roots and "bulbs. The “Slepets” is found in a concen-
trated area stretc! iing from the Ukraine riorth of the Black Scad as far as the
western bank of the Volga. It stops short north of the Gaucasus ir. the south,

and has a sharoly defined northern line of distribution through Lhcrmgov

Tula and Ulyanovsk. Throughout this region it has become a pest and ia
mary places does considerable damage to crops in gardens and allotments.

There are upwards of 17 different species of JERBOAS in the
U.S.S.R. Most of these belong to the genus Allactaga. In 1778 Pallas, the
famous Russian zoologist, gave the scientific name of Allactaga jaculus to
the large jerboa which has a wide distribution from the Caspian Sea to the

WILLIAM’S JERBOA ®




“Riyer Irt{sh in Siberia, but this name had already been given to the
Egypuan Jerboa by Linneaus in 1758, so that the SIBERTAN JERBOA
is now known as Allactaga mbyjor*majer. It lives in dgsert areas but strays into
pastures and does damagc to cultivated land. It lives in burrows along the
sides of roads rather like, the rabbit. It hibernates during the winter and is

SHORT-EARED JERBOA

[ 451
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nocturnal in habit. It has 1 or 2 litters a year and< to‘4 young
are born at a time. WILLIAM’S JERBOA (Allactaga williamst) is found in
the Cauvcasian 1egion between the Black and ‘Cazpian Séas; while the
SHORT-EARED JERBOA (Dipus sagitta) is mainly found in the Kara
Kum Desert, in the Aral Sea region, and eastward to the Pamirs. &

k‘\/ , e
- - » 1 >
g ¢

MANCHURIAN HARE . . >

The MANCHURIAN HARE (Lepus manlclmm ) is' confined to
Manchuria and Korea. It s closely related=to the Mountain Hare (Lepus
timidus) of Northern Europc and Asia. Hares differ from rabbits in that
their youhg are born above ground, coverc& with hair and with theiv eyes

already open. Rabbit- are born below ground and are blind and halrlms
at birth, ;

\

[ 46 ]
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The EIBERIAN PICA (Ochotona alpina). The Picas are cloccly related
to hares and rabbits. 'All thes= rodents have a pair of small incisor tezth
behind the iarge pair which is always visible. The Siberiaa Pica his short
ears and no tail. Picas live in colonies in burrows and rock crevices in *he
coldest districts of Central Asia, Siberia and Kamcna*ka, and have a
peculiar high-vitched call. They <o not hibernat~ but lay in stores of food
for the winter. About 6 young are born, helpless and naked like rabbits.
Their general colour is greyish brown above and yellow teneath. The
Pica is about the size of a Guinea-pig.

SIBERIAN PICA

[ 47 ]
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ANIMALS OF THE U.S.S.R.

PREJVALSKI'S WiLD HORSE (Equus caballus przewalskiz), which is
regarded by zoologists as the only living ancestor of the domestic horses of
to-Jay, still occnrs in small numbers in the Al*ai region. In. prehistoric
times this horse must have ranged right across Europe from Central Asia,
as 1ts remains ar= found in the cave deposits of Paleolithic man in France
and Spain, and it i¢ depicted in many v.ail paintings and cdrvings which
have been found in these early habitations. Prejvalski’s Wild Horse is a
stockily built dun-coloured horse, about 4 feet 6 inches at the shoulder,
with =rect mane, no forelock and a stripe which runs down the centre of
the back to the tail. The tail is semi-asinine, that is to say the long hairs
do not spring from the root of the tail but several irches farther down.
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HEAD OF WILD HCRSE
Carved :n Reindeer Antler ®
3 (Paleolithic Age)

Tke ASIATIC WILD ASS or KULAN (Equus homionus) now survives
only in the extreme south, in the Kushki region, where it is comparatively
frequent, and in the south-western part of th= Balkash valley where it has
been seen on several occasions of recent yea.s. Up to the end of last century
it had a much wider distribution all over Central Asia. It inhabits dosert
plains and foothills, and in the summer is generally found in small herd

[ 50 ]
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of 4 or 5 marss led by a stallion. The foals are born in the spring and
towards autumn they pack into largc herds of upwards of 100 head. The
Kulan is an exceedingly shy animal with a keen sense of sight, heaiing «nd
smell. It is difficulc to approach nearer than'half a mile to a herd. They
havc, Telatively small ears and long tails. Thcy stand about 4 feet
at the shoulder and have a dar’: brown stripe ruaring from the erect
fnane to the upper portlon of the tail, which is tufted. The colour of
the rest of the body varies from grey to fawn or pale chestrut, whxlc the
belly is creamy whlte :

]
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ANIMALS OF THE U.S.S.R.

The YAK (Poephagus grunniens) is a native of the Tibetar plateau and
the mountains of Central Asia. It is now widely domesticated and used as
a beast of burden. It is also bred for its wool, meat and milk. The Yak is
one of tlie largest and hardiest of all the oxen. Although most are black in
colour, white and brindled specimens occur. Their staple food is dry grass.
The Yak is sometin.es' known as the Gronting Ox because of the curious
noise it makes. 2 o

ASTATIC WILD ASS or KULAN

The EUROPEAN BISON (Bison bonasus) was formerly spread over
many parts of Europe, but during the nineteenth century it became restr'i(c):cd
to the forests of Lithuama aad the Caucasus. It was already an evceedingly
rare animal at the outbreak of the second vierld war. Special efforts were
being marde at the Institute of Acclimatisation and Hybridisation at
Ascaria Nova in the Ukraine to reconstitute a herd of these fine animal for
release in their original Caucasian home, but unfortunately these were
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exterminatgd when the Nazis overran the Ukraine in their.adv'anc':c to the
east in 1942. It is doubtful whether, apart fom®specimens in private

) collectigns and Zo<')s. there are any now to.be founddn the wild state. The
Eugopedn Bison, is not such 3 Reavsly buidt animal as the Awmerican, Bison
(Bison bisony. Ih;Pa'\lcolithic times-the European Bison ranged westwards
throughFrance and*Spain. Evidence of i is shown by the'rparly drawin'g§

. and wall paintings in the caves of the Vezere valley in frange. and Mas

° d,AZil n Spaih. A L °
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SN o EUROPEAN BISON ' ®1 e
: % Cow amnd Calf a . .
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There are many different kinds of WILD SHEEP found in the moun-
tains of th¢ U.S.S.R. Among the most sgrikifig ame the "Argali, Marco

" *Polo’s Sheep and the Kamchatkan Wilg 8heep. The ARGALI (Ovis

o ammon) has a wide dissribution throughout Central Asia and Mongolja and «

e possétses heavie® buf shorter horns ¢han MARCO POLO’S SHEEP
(Ovis polii), in which *species the male is charactarised by“having longer
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horns ;haﬁ Aany other sheep in the world, thz record pair measuring
75 inches in lehgth along the f'ront angle, w1th a spread of 54 inches. The
horns of the female ave ‘inmgmﬁca.nt ‘being slender, upright and jot more
than 12 mchcs long. “As in all w1ld spcc1es,of shecp, che hair i is short, close
‘and, stiff, and not at all woolly like that of the domresticated breeds. . A
large spccunon of Marco Polo’s.Sheep measures 3 feet at the shoulder. This
species is fourid at heights of 10,000 to 18,000 feet above sea level, through-
out the Pamirse and extcndmg'm a north-casterly directiqn towards the
sguthcrn end of Ldxe Baikal. They graze on the scanty grass belyw the
snowline of their native mountains. The KAMCHATKAN WILD SHEEP
(Ovis nivicola) is smalle}r than either of the two preceding species, and its
horns are proportionately lighter and shorter. All th¢se sheep can leap
enormous distances and the Russian explorer, Prejvalski, states that he
oftenssaw them lcag down from a height of 20 to 30 feet and land safely
on their feet., >
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The CAUCASIAN IBEX (Capra cylindricornis) lives in the mountains
of the Caucasus. Iu differs from the Asiatic Ibex in having its horns
flattened from: side to sid= without any rings or bosse.. The hors of the
female are much smaller than those of the male which sometimes measure
g feet in length. Ibex are true wild goats. The ASIATIC JBEX (Capra
sibirica) is w1d..ly distributed 1h-oughout the mountwins of Central Asia.
The male has a long- beard and heavy horns which are curved over the
back with largé bosses at regular intervals. In good specimens the horns
raay measure 4 fecﬁong. The Ibex lives high up on the mountairs near
the snowline and feeds on grass and shrubs. The MARKHOR (Capra

‘ falconeri) differs from all the other wild goats in having spirally twisted

horns, some of them straight and measuring up to almest 4 feet in length.
The horns of the males vary in shape and size but all have immense manes
and beards. Another species of wild goat found in the Western Caucasus
is SEVERTZOV’S TUR (Capra severtsov-).

MARKHOR



* The CHAMOIS"(Rupwapm rapicapra) has a w1de distriblition cxg(:ndmg:
. from the Swviss Alps southward into the Apennines of Italy, eastward info
the Carpathxans and the Caucasqs, and westward to Jthe Pyreners The
horns of the Chamois are quite different from those bPotler goats, bcmg
round and rising vertically from the forehead beforg turning backwards in
a hook. -Chamois do not usually exceed 2 feet 6 incles in height. Their
body colouring is chestnut brown with palero markmgs on ,the chin
~and underparts. They are usually foury) in herds’ of 12 or more
and are .famed for their agility and sureness of foot on the steep
'mountam paths and pI‘CClplCCS of their home. They feed on alpine plants
and shrups. '
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The SAIGA ANT ELOPE (Saiga tatarica) is one of the rare§t and most
interesting antelopes in the world. Although in the mghtcenth ccntury its
rarge extended from the Carpathians to ¢he Altai Mouptajns, in the
nineteenth century it retreated.castwards to thc River:Don, and it is now.
cxtr}fmely rafe and is strictly protccted by law. Special reserves have becn
formed, chief of whish:i§ the one on the igland of Barsa-Kelmes dn the Aral
Sea. There are scanty remnants of herds to the porth and ,east of the

>
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SKULL OF SAIGA ANTELOPE 5
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Caspian and north of the Pamir Mountains. The Saiga docs not leo in thc
mourtams but is an inhabitant of semi-desert and desert. regiolis, where, it
feeds mainly on low growing shrubs and grasses. Formcrly the Salga made
long migrations to the south in the autumn and te* thte north in the
summer, but persecution by man now keeps, the herds staticnary.
The calves, numbering 1 to 3, are usually bofn in May after a
gestation period of about 5 months. Within a ;week they are able to
.un with their mothkers and at 4 wceks.thcy begin®to nibble grass.
The London Zoo has only once had 4 specimen of this antdopc in their
collection—a male which was received from the Moscow Zoo Par': in

November 1864.
[ G2 ] :
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d ANIMALS OF THE U.S.S.R.

Th:: 'GAZ‘ELLE‘ (Gazella subgutturosa), a éraceful antetope which

stands about 2} feet at the shpulder, is common t.hrougﬁout the dgscrt’g of

Turkmenistan and,Central Asia. The malgs bave strang lyre®Shap@d horns .

but the femates are hornless. Thescdldur of she animal is fawn above and
-white bengath, with a white disc rouhd the taile , During the breeding
scason, the necks of the males swélb until they are%almost twite their formal
size. .Gazencs pick up a precarious living in the desert, feeding on dry*
g.}ass and leaves of'Waeert plants and seldom drinking.
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ANIMALS OF THE U.S.S.R. 5

The MUSK DEER (Moschus moschiferus) has a wide distribution over
the eastern half onCcntral Asia andsSiberia., Musk Deer are usually found
in the pirch Grests above the pine zone and like the Reindéer feed mamly
on‘hchcns Jhis srpall deer,«in which the antlers are absent’in both sexes,
stands barely 2 feet kigh. The male is provided with a.pair of sharp
down\vard-pomtmg tusks about 3 inches 1ong. The.Musk Deer is normally
covered with long rich dark brown fur mottled with grey, but-sometlmcs
the colour varies considerably. The young are bori~potted. The strong-
smelling musk, from which the animal gets its name, is contained

‘in & =ac-like gland onethe belly of the male. Each animal progluces ~

"
- -

* MANCHURIAN SIKA

'

about an oance of musk which is very valuable as lt forms the basm for
many perfumes. '

The MANCHURIAN SIKA (Sika manzhuricus) ‘has.a restricted distri-
bution in the Far Eastern Republic south of the Amur River, Tt is a large
‘race of the small Japanese Sika (Stka nippon). The antlers of the male have
“no bez-tine. Manchuzian Sika are slightly smaller than the British Fallow
Deer and are usually dark in colour,,

[ 66 ]
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The MANCHURIAN DEER (Cerous xanthopygas). This huge animal.
which is closely allied to the North American Wapiti (Cervus canadensis),
is one o1 the icrgest deer in the world. Specimens have been found measuring
5 fret 6 inches at the shoulcer and weighing up to 1,000 pounds. Their

o

o

PERE RAVID'S DEER

antlers, like those of the V/apiti, have a tendency to flattening and expansion '
of the termmal tines. Manchurian Deer are found in Amurland ana extcnd
westward towards Lake Baikal and south-westward, with breaks, to
"Turkmenistan, where closely allicd varieties are fourd known as the Tien-
shan or Altai Deer (Cervus eustephanus) and the Turkestan Deer (Cervus
bactricnus). All these deer are closely related to the European Red Deer
(Cervus elaphus) but are very much larger in size.

PERE DAVID’S DEER (Elaphurus davidianus) does not ‘now occur
anywhere in the world in the wild state, but it is such a remarkable animal
and has such a remarkable history that I am including it because I feel
that at some future time, somewhere in the vast territories of the U.S S R,

[ 68 ]
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e found which will solve the mystery of its original h':'bita'g.

Very briefly, the history of Pére Pavid’s Deer is this: in 1863,th# French
missionary, Father David, saw a small herd of these detr-in the Impérial

Hunting Park’
‘the shape of th
<kih and pair

at Pekin. Noticing that they diffeyed ffom poimaledeet in

eir antlers, he bribgd* the kéegers of thg Parx to gite him a
of antlers. He sent theSe to Profegsor Milne*Edwardes ‘in

Paris, who described ,them as «w entirely new.spectes urlike #ny other
existing degr. As it tutned out, the herd in the Hunting Park were the last,
rémnants of the spectes in the world, as they were exterininated jn the
“Boxer Rebellion in 1gor. Fortunately, the late Duke of Bedfortd had

* imported some
now some 200

specimens to England shortly bgfore this, and thgre®are
specimtns alive at Woburn in Bedfordshire. Some were

recently sent to America, and there is the nucleys of a herd at Whipsnade

Park.,

Since writing the above, Mr. Arthur de G, Sowerby tells me that sub-fossil
remains of BPére David’s Deer dating from the Shang Dynasty (1776-1122 ¢
B.c.) hawe been found at®An-yang in north-eastern Honan. Complete

antlers and

fragments associdted with human artifacts have” also %een

recovered from peat bogs cast of Peking, northern Hopei. This does not
preffudé the possibility of similar remains bejng discovered in other

= localities.

-The ELK

(Alces alces), which js the laigest of the Deer Family, has a

wide distribution throughout the north of.European Russia and Siberia.

In Canasla the

Elk isknown as the Moose. The Elk differs from other deer

_ in having very long legs and a curious camel-like muzzle which is extremely

flexible aid is specially adapted for browsing on twigs and branches” of

- *poplar and willow, the anintai’s main foods It very seldom eats grass. “The

bull Elk carries enormous palmate antlers which are cast every ye

ar and

sgrow agdin like those of the Fallow Deer. Under the threat is a tufg of -

hair which is known as the “hell™. y
5 .

-
- L .

The REII\’T DE’Z'EIi (Rangifer tarandus) has a wide distribution througho{n

thes north of European

degree of latitu

Russia and the whole of Siberfa, from the fifticth
de to the Arctic Ocean. It has been domesticated by man

and-s used as a glraught’aniv\al and as a source of fc_>od and clothing. The
feet of the Reindeer are quite different from those of éther deer, being large '
and spatulate so that the animal can run over the deep snow without the
danger of sinking in. Reindeer are also different from“other decr in thet

-
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* sANIMALS OF THE U.S.S.R.

both sexes grow antlers. One of the tines of the antlers is larger thun th-
others anc it used as a shovel with avhich the animal dlgs away the snow to

reach the mosses on which it fgcds >
i O

. Fhe BACTRIAN CAMEL (Came[m bactrianus) 1s now no longer found
ATy the wild state. This ‘huge animal probably har‘ its origin in Centrai

SATN S RSO AR 2 al
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Asia aid is now used as a domestic beast of burden from European Russia
across the Asiatic continent to Manchuria. It is easily distingiished from
its speedier cousin, the one-humped Arabian:Camel or Dromedary (Camelus

_ dromedarius) by-the presence of two humps.: The Bacirian Caniel is one of }

the hardiest of all domesticated animals. It lives mainly on‘dry gfasg or’
hay and has remarkable.powers of endurance. !

‘
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. The SIBERIAN JAY (Perisorgus infaustus), is one of the commonest
-and most engaging birds of the northern parts of the Sovnet Union. It
differs from the common Jay both in colour and in the tcxturc of 1ts>
feathering. The Siberian Jay has a soft fluffy plumage which may well be
_to protect it from the severe Arctic winters. Its general colour is Brown
- with the rump and tail chestnut red. It has no brilliantly coloured Ieathers
like the common Jay. It is predacious ‘and feeds on thc young and eggs of

other birds as well as berries and fruits.

o

e
L)

The GREAT EAGLE OWL (Bubo bubo) is fonnd throughout the
Soviet Union. It is the largest and most pdwerful of the Owl'Farhily,
standing 2 feet in height. The plumage is very variable and ‘the bird has
ear tufts. The Eagle Owl is exceedingly fierce 2nd has been known to
attack man.

[ 76 ] e
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The SNOWY OWL (Njyctea nycted) is found throughout the Arctic
regions of the Northern Hemisphere It is smaller than the Eagle Owl and
hunts Both by day aad night, Its favourite prey is the Lemming, the little
rodent which has periodic mass mligrations. The Snowy Owl varies in )
colour from pure white to white barred and flecked with grey. . h

o0
=

The ASIATIC LAMMERGEYER or BEARDED VULTURE
(Gypeitus barbatus altaicus) inhabits the mountains of Central Asia. Ornitho-
logists used to regard the Lammergeyer as belonging to thé Vulture Family (,/
but recently it has been placed among the eagles,because it differs from
the true vultures *n having its head covered with feathers instead of being
naked. The nostrils of the Lammergeyer are covered with sharp bristles
and it also has a tuft of bristles under the bill which gives it the appcarance
of possessing a beard. It has a large hooked beak. The Asiatic Lammer-
geyer is distinguished from the European species by having iis legs feathered
down ‘o the feet. The Lammergeyer is’a most itpressive bird nearly
4 feet in length with an enormous wing span.

-

The GOLDEN EAGLE (Aquila chrysaétos) -is very widely distributed™ ~
throughout the Nor:hern Hemisphere. In Turkmenistan it is known as the
Hunting Eagle or “Berkut” hecause it is trained to work for man. These
trained eagles are used in the same way as falcons, being carried on the ?
hand and hooded until the moment of release. -They are chic{ly’ used for ,
catching the Corsac Fox, wild goats and gazelles. I once’saw a band of
12 I'urkmens walking through the Red Squire in Moscow, each with &
Golden Eagle on his wrist. It was a most impressive sight. » $ :

”

STELLER’S SEA EAGLE (leallassoaé’tus pelagicus) inhabits the
coastlands of North-Eastern Siberia and Kamchatks.. When ddult, this
magnificent bird, which is the largest of all the eag!es, is black and white in
colouz, but in young birds the white parts are brownish and do not moult
out white for several years. Apart from being a giant among cagles,
Steller’s Sea Eagle possesses the most poweZful beak of any bird of prey.
This eagle attains a length of 3 feet 6 ‘nches and has a wedge shaped tail
which has 14 feathers in it instead of the usnal 12 which other eagles
have. It feeds on fish and small mammals which it carries away in its
talons. It is interestnz to note that the bones of a sea eagle, indistirguish-
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2ble from Steller’s Sea Fa.gie, have been found in surface deppsits in Essex,

which indieates that this handsome bird had a much widet distribution in

co;npa:atiﬁcly receqt times. . G lele ~ ’
] OO ] :

The WHOOPER SWAN (Cygnus cygnus) is found throughout Siberia
ecastward to Kamchatka. Its favourite breeding plsses are the estuaries of
“¢he large rivers which flow into the Arctic dgean. It is distinguished from
.thc commepn Mute Swan by the absencée ofthe knob at the base of the.bcak. %

» Whogper Swans shave a loud call, espgcially dqring.thc mating season, )

when the pairs go throfigh an elaborate courting performance. - - N
o . L
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The RED-BREASTED GOOSE (Branta ruficollis) or the “Red-cropped
Goose” a¥ the"Russxans call it, is"without doubt the most beautiful of all
geese. It is spaller thah most other species and its coléur ic black and
-chestnut red, divided’into a well defined patsern by pure white bdhds. Its
/ native home'is the tundra of Siberia, where it breeds in the e§tuanes of the
‘large river3 such as the Yenesei and the Ob. Inowuater time it migrates o
southward to’ the shéres of the Caspian Sea and’sometimes stragglers visit
Eurape. There are records of Red-breasted Geese being seen in the Britishe
Isles. It is possxbl& that in prehistoric times these birds wandered farther
south than the Caspian, as their pictures have been found among the wall

> -

paintings and hleroglyphs of the early Egyptians. _ o
; ., °  RED-BREASTED GOOSE
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. Two of the most spectacular of the 6 species of EIDoEcﬁ PUCKS

in the Old World are the SPECTACLED EIDER (Somatéria fiSchert) and
STELL_E]I\"_S EIDER (Somateria stelleri), both of ‘which live, and breed in

the Arciic regicns ol the Soviet Union. All'the Eider'Ducks dwell on. rocky ’
coass where they fecd on shell-fish. Most of the males have eierald green
markings on the head, while the scapular feathers in all the species are’
charcateristically eclongated. They are facher clumsy birds®on land but

are powerful on the wing and are expert divers a{id s»ximmvh’*s.

s
LS N

ey

STELLER’S EIDER |
. , )

The MANCHURIAN CRANE (Megalornis ja;)o'ne;zsis) is found in
Eastern Sibeiia and Korea. It is usvally about 4 feet in height and kas 3
tuft of red feathers on the top of the head. The rest of the adult plumage %
hlack and white. When the young are hatched (gsually 2°in number)
they are buff in colour and do ot change to the adult plurtage untilthey -
are about a year old. . The Manchurian Crane is frequently depicted in .
Chinese and Japanese paintings and other works of art. These cranesdive )

J . . . . »
entirely on the ground and feed mainly on insects and the seeds of grass. \/\
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Of all the PUTFINS, the TUFTED or WHISKERED PUFFIN
(Lunda cirrhcta) is perhaps the most grotesque. It frequents the coaste of
Kamchatka and the adjoining islands. Like the common Puffin of our
coasts, it has a large parrot-like bil' with grooves and a small casque on the
upper mandible. The lower mandible is not grooved The most distin-
guishing feature of this extraoidinary little bird is the crest of feathers
which hangs down the back of the head. The Puffin is a fish eater.

The BLACK-THROATED DIVER (Colymbus arcticus) which lives
and breeds in the Arctic regions of Northern Europe and Siberia, i$ smaller
than the Great Northern Dlygr (Colvmbus ‘glacialis). This handsome bird
has a Flack and white striped gorget and two bands of white with crossed
sripes of black along the back, while the wing coverts are speckled with
white. Divers feed exclusively ¢n fish and re nairnat sea throughout their
lives except during tne nestmg period when' thcy resort to inland lakes.
“hey are found in isolated pairs. They can remain under water for aimost
10 minutes at a time. Jhey lay 2 cggs and both sexes take a share in
hatching them out.
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The CAPI:ZRCAILLIE (Tetrao urogallus) is the largest of all the Grouse
tribe. It has an exceedingly w1de distribution throughout Northern and
Central Europe to Turkmenistan arid the Altai‘region. There are two

.other spccxcs in the US.S.R., Tetrap parvirostris i’ Siberia and Tetrao

kamclzatzcus in Kamchatka. Both of these have smaller bills than their
westem relatxvcs and their scagplar feathers are_tipped with white. The
Cap«':rcallhc° Which usually lives in pine forests, is polygamous In Russia
iteis esteeméd as‘a tabl@ bird and is called “Woodcock’ on the menu, wluch'
Gomes as a surprlse’ to English visitors. . .,

. n° @

TURKESTAN GPICKO . *
L]

o 3 - 0 @ < j -

TheoTUliK‘ESTAN GECKO (Teratoscincus scincus) is found in the -
. Kara, Kum Desert and feeds on “flies .and other -insects. Thi§ rare and
intefesting little lizard isnot a true gecko and its feet ate more lizard-like"

" than thc geckos, which have sucker-like pads on their fingers.

o o' i : : i X [89]
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ANIMALS OF THE U.S.S.R. ; :
The GREY MONITOR (Vezanus griseus) is found in the U.S.S.R.

from the Caspian Sea to the, Indian frontier. This species ¢f Monitor
Lizard differs lrom the others in having slitted nostrx s and a cylindrical
tail. In othes species the nostrils are round and the ‘tail is flattened from
side to side, These large lizards sometithes attain a length cf over 4 feet.
They are greylsh in ,colour with brown bands across the back and
tail. Monitor szards have long forked tongues which can be extended
far out of’ the'*mouth and are used as exploratory tastmg organs '
_ They lap water wnh these tongues like a dog and are very fond of eggs.

$ They are enurcly carnivorous, feeding on other lizards, snakes, mamrrals
and birds. o ¢

L4

The ASIATIC: SAND SNAKE or SAND BOA (Eryx miliaris) occurs
in the deserts of Turkmenistan gnd the surrounding country. Its bite is
not poisonous®and it kills by constriction. Bt is distinguished from the other
boas by the way in*which the head merges into the body without any
constriction at the neck. It spefids most of its time half buried in the sand,

. on the logk-out for its prey which *consists of lizards and small desert
mammals o 3 ok .

. ASIATIC SAND SNAKE or SAND BOA
: Ul & ] '
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DAUDIN’S VIPER (Vigera lebeting) is also found in the Kara Kum
Derert. Itis about 3 feet in length, greyish in colour, and highly poisonous.
It preys on small desert animals Such as jerboas, hamsters, mice and 1

O

lizards. o @ .
O = o
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DAUDIN’S VIPER®
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0

The STURGEON (Acipenser sturio), from whose roe the " famous

. Russian cavaire ié'prgpargﬁ, i1s mainly a marine fish which =nters rivers to
: spa®n. Otherspecices, such as the sturgeon which are found in the Caspian
and 2ral Seas, are restricted to comparatively fresh water all their lives.

: They are distinguished from all other fish by having a snout vith four
barbels in front of the mouth. Along the Eody are 5 lines of bony plates,

N 3 cach bearing a spire. There are about 30 different upecies of sturgean,
the largest of which grow to 24 feet in length and may weigh 1,500 pounds.

e * They are bottom-feeders and their food consists -nainly of water insects.
- The flesh of the sturgzon, as well as the roe, is highly esteemed as food and

S

5 the most ifportant fisheries are thase round the Black and Caspian Seas.
3 The finest caviare comes from the sturgeon kuown as the BELUGA
STURGEON (Acipenser beluga).

[ 92 ] ;






ANIMALS OF THE US.S.Rs :
GALEODES FIGHTING A SCORPION. Tke picture shows “a
fight betwesn a scorpion (Palomndeus) and a “False‘Spide‘t’" o? Galeodes.
Although superficially resembling 2 spider; Galeodés belongs’to quite a
differefv. group’ of %aimals. The abdomen is divided into ségments and
they have no spinning glands. They appear to have five paits of legs but
the front pair are really feelers. They have very powerful snahdibles and
in the fight showr in the drawing—which was taken from ar actual filp-—
the Galeodes killed the scorpion in spite of the latter’s poisonons sting and
poweiful claws. These voracious little creatures prow! at night and are
attracted by light, so that they often wander into the tents of travellers and
cause considerable cogsternation. The bite of some species of Galeodes is
reputed to be poisonous. : :

T

GALEODES FIGHTING A SCORPiON
: [ 04 ] ,
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ACKNO‘WLF.DGMEN'I’S
y Thc following drawings are. based on® illustrations by (o Flcrov,
N. Kondakov; and N. Janshinov in the book Mammu!s of U.S.5. R. (Moscow,
1944), by N Bobrmskoy, B. Kuznetzov and A. Kuzyakm

Desmans (pag° 3) Long-eared Hedgehog (page 4); Dcscrt Long-eared

‘:Hcdgchog (page 4); Water Shrew (page 6); Sharp-nosed Bat (page 9);

Hemprich’s Eared Bat (page g); Jungle Cat (page 15); Siberian ‘Wild
Dog (page 20); Mongolian Hamster (page 41); William’s Jerboa (page 44);
Short-eared Jerboa (page 45); Manchurian Hare {page 46); Saiga Antclope
(page 63); and Musk Deer (pagr- 67).

The drawmg of the Golden or Hunting Eagle (page 80) is based on
an artlclc by the Russian scientist George Dementiev (1937), and the
illustration of the 8 feet long Narwhal tusk (page 34) is based on a photo-
graph by 'Maynard Owen Wllllams of a Narwhal }ulled by Eskimos (1940).



i D AR o »
St g*t;’\:-- vl
A AL ) W for
F;. .L *-‘. ;,\tn;"‘;. "‘v -
S MR N 0, o S
52 g
!
\! 1

N J B ey A
e SRR A R
ST o g

£ e
W ot T LIRS




