Chatim: Alstonia scholaris (L.) R.Br.; Family- Apocynaceae

The tree owes several common names reflecting its unique and distinctive characteristics
like ‘Saptaparni’ as with the clusters of seven leaves, typically arranged on a single of slender
twig, ‘The Blackboard Tree’ name is in English has botanical name, Alstonia scholaris
(L.)R.Br. associated with ‘scholarism’ used to make slate frames, black boards, and pencils—
tools for learning. The great Nobel laureate Rabindranath Tagore, fascinated by this tree’s
leaves, began a tradition of awarding them to teachers and students the University of Visva-

Bharati during convocation ceremony to resemble its importance in education. It is also known

as ‘Shaitan ka ped’ in Hindi, or ‘The Devil’s Tree’ in English to reincarnation of a demon king
in Hindu mythology called 'Bali'. In Indian mythology, during a festival called 'Deepavali' which
means the 'festival of lights’, Tulu language-speaking indigenous Hindu communities of the
Dakshina Kannada district worship the structure formed by a decorated A. scholaris branch
which is called ‘Baliyendra mara’ or the tree dedicated to Baliyendra which symbolizes a demon

king called 'Bali’.
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