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GREAT BUSTARD.
Otis tarda, Pexxaxt. Mosmaovu.

Otis—A Bustard. Turde—Slow—lazy.

Tur Bustard is frequent/in Asia in Tartary and Syria;
and in Europe in Russia, as also in Germany, Italy, Spain,
Dalmatia, and France; rare in Helland and Sweden.

This was formerly an actual British Bird, though
living now only among us in the pages of history. In
the catalogue of the collection made by Tradescant, the
basis of the presgnt Ashmolean Museum at Oxford, it
is spoken of as being taken with greyhounds on New-
market Heath, but it seems from what is presently to

be stated that this could not well have been the case.

The Rev. Leonard Jenyns, in his “Observations on the
Ornithology of Cambridgeshire,” published in 1821,
says that they were formerly plentiful in that locality,
and that till within a few years single individuals had
been seen about there, but that they were then sup-
posed to be almost extinct; one, however, a young
male, was shot on Shelford Common in January, 1830,
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2 GREAT BUSTARD,

and another at Caxton, in December, 1832, Ray and
Willughby also mention Royston Heath as a place
frequented in their time by this species. Salisbury
Plain, Wiltshire, was another noted locality for it; one
was shot there on the 20th. of September, 1800, and
there were two others in company with it. In the
summer of 1801 two were seen there, and they are
reported to have attacked mounted horsemen; one of
them was captured; another, a female, occurred there
to G. R. Waterhouse, Esq. on the 9th. of August, 1849,
It was also known in Hampshire, and Gilbert White
mentions his having been informed of eighteen once
seen together near Winchester. The “South Downs”
of Sussex likewise furnished it. 1In Suffolk it was
known, and in Norfolk, chiefly at Westacre, where
nineteen were observed together in 1819; one also was
met with near Burnham, and another at Icklingham;
several used to be known to breed near Thetford, and
it occurred there so late as 1832; one, a female, was
shot at Congham in the autumn of 1831, near which
place one was formerly obtained also; one near Win-
terton, and one, a male, near Norwich; as many as
eleven have been formerly teen together near Gayton;
three females had nests and eggs at Great Massingham,
in the spring of 1832; a small flock of females was
seen for some years in that county, the last of which
was shot at Lexham, near Swaffham, towards the end
of the year 1838; one had a nest at Eldon, and her
two eggs being taken and placed under a hen, produced
two male birds; another, also a female, was shot at
Dersingham, near Lynn, early in the year 1838, In
Berkshire they used to be met with on Lambourne
Downs, up to 1802, In Oxfordshire one, a female,
was shot by Mr. Aldworth, a farmer, at Garsington, in



GREAT BUSTARD. 3

November, 1835; another was said to have been killed
on Denton Common in December, 1830.

In Yorkshire these great birds were formerly met
with, and used to breed ou the East-Riding Wolds;
Henry Woodall, Esq., of North Dalton, has informed
me that in the year 1816 or 1817 James Dowker, Esq.,
of that place, killeidl two near there with a right and left
shot, and saw a third I believe at the same time; a nest
that had been forsaken was ulso found, with one egg
in it, which is now in the Scarborough Museum; one
of the birds shot was presented to His Majesty King
George the Third, through the late Dr. Blomberg; eight
were seen together in one field zbout the same date:
E. H. Hebden, Esq., of Scarborough, has also informed
me of his having seen five Bustards on Flixton Wold
about the year 1811, and they remained there at least
two years, when two of them were shot; the other
three still continaed there for another, year or more,
when two of them disappearcd, leaving the solitary
bird, which after a length of time was shot near Hun-
manby by the gamekeeper of Sir William Strickland,
and found a few days afterwards by the huntsman of
the Scarborongh Harriers; one was also shot near
Malton, the Wolds near* which town they used to fre-
quent; one was shot near Righton.

In an old History of Northamptonshire it is mentioned
that the Great Bustard was at one time common in that
county; so it doubtless was on the Lincolnshire Wolds,
but it is now extinct as an inhabitant. Dr. Plomley
records in the “Zoologist,”’ page 2700, thg occurrence
of one, a female, at Lydd, on Romney Marsh, Kent,
Janvary 4th., 1850, and the species would appear,
he says, to have been not uncommon there formerly.
In Devonshire ofie is recorded by John Gateombe, Esq..
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4 . GREAT BUSTARD.

formerly. In Devonshire one is recorded by John
Gatcombe, Esq., in “The Naturalist,”” vol. ii., page 33,
as having been shot on December 81st., 1851, at Mil-
laton Bridestowe. In Cornwall one was met with the
begiining of 15843, on the open moor country between
Helston and the Lizard Point: it was a female.

In Scotland it was formerly met with, but Sir Robert
Sibbald mentions it as rare in his day; one was shot in
Morayshire in 1803, by W. Young, Esq., of Boroughead.

In Ireland it was enumerated by Smith in 1749 as
one of the birds of the county of Cork, but it has long
since become extinet there, as well as now in this part
of the kingdom. If some feathered “Rip Van Winkle"
of the “good old times” could revisit the scenes he fre-
quented in the ““days that are gone,” he would so
little recognise them as the same, that he would not
wonder that none of his kind were still to be found in
haunts now rendered so uusuitable to them.

The Bustard has been domesticated, but is said to
continue fierce towards strangers, and not to breed in
confinement. It is naturally a wild bird, and frequents
in winter open barren places, from whence it is only
compelled by stress of severe weather, when the snow
is deep, to approach nearer to*country villages; in the
summer, however, the nest being placed in cultivated
places, where the young are brought up, they and the
dams find their living among corn. The males are
polygamous, and leave the females as soon as the task
of incubation commences, both then living separate for
a few weeky The young families unite together in the
autumn, and in winter congregate still more, forming
flocke of from four or five to about forty or fifty, or
even, it is said, n couple of hundreds; in the spring
they again scparate. These birds are very fine eating,



GREAT BUSTARD. 5

the young especially, at about a year old. In the spring
the males, in small parties of three or four, strut about,
with drooped wings and spread set-up tails, shewing them-
selves off to excite admiration. .

In flight their wings are moved slowly, but if suddenly
disturbed it would appear that they rise suddenly to a
height of forty or fifty feet, and then, after a few rapid
strokes, sail away! When flushed they perform flights
of two miles or more without difficulty, at a height of
about a hundred yards, and their migrations testify that
they are capable of much more extended peregrinations.
They do not run to escape danger. The wings are not
closed immediately on alighting.

Graminivorous birds, they feed on grasses, clover,
turnip tops, and various vegetables, corn, barley, both
the ears and leaves, and other grain, and beetles; Rennie
adds worms, frogs, mice, and young birds to the cata-
logune: small stones are swallowed to grind up the food.
The young are fed with insects.

The bare earth is laid upon. “It is said that the
Great Bustard will forsake her nest, if only once driven
from it by apprehension of danger; but when the eggs
are laid, and still more when the young are produced,
it is only repeated meddling with them that will induce
the pavents to forsake them.”

The eggs, two in number, are of an olive brown colour,
blotted with pale ferruginous and ash-coloured spots.

Male; weight, as much as twenty-eight or thirty
pounds; length, three feet nine inches; bill, brown;
iris, reddish brown. Hend on the centre of the crown,
chesnut, variegated with black, on the sides, white;
neck on the back, light greyish, on the sides, white;
about the shoulders a soft grey down takes the place
of feathers; nape, pale chesnut, barred with black; chin,
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white; underncath it a plume of narrow feathers about
seven inches long falls backward, partly covering a
strip of bluish grey skin on the front and sides of the
neck; throat above, white, below, pale chesnut orange,
as is the upper part of the breast, which then below is
white; the feathers have a pink tinge at the base; back,
pale chesnut orange, barred and variegated with black;
the base of these feathers also is of a*delicate rose tint.
The wings have the first quill feather shorter than
the second, the second shorter than the third and fourth,
which are the longest in the wing; they extend to as
much, in the fullest-sized birds, as seven feet three
inches; greater and lesser wing coverts, partly white
and partly chesnut brown, barred with black; primaties,
brownish black, the shafts white; secondaries, greyish
white; tertiaries, chesnut brown, barred with black. The
tail, rounded at the end, and of twenty feathers, is
white at the base, then pale chesnut, tipped with white
and barred with black, the two outer feathers greyish
white, almost pure white at the base, with two or three
small bars of black, near which they are tinted with red-
_ dish orange; underneath it is barred with dusky grey;
upper tail coverts, pale chesnut, barred with black; under.
tail coverts, white. The legs, covered with round scales,
toes, and claws, blackish, the latter three in number.
Female; length, three feet; the head and neck are of
a deeper grey; nape, reddish orange; the ehin is without
the plame until the bird i of mature age—three or
four years old, and then it is said to appear but less
developed than in the male. :
The young at first are covered with buff-coloured
down; barred on the back, wings, and sides with black.
The plate is from a beautiful drawing obligingly made
‘for this work by John Gatcombe, Esq., of Plymouth.
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LITTLE BUSTARD.

LESSER BUSTARD.

Otlis tetraz, Pryxaxt. Mostacu.

Otis—A Bustard. Tetraz—,........... 'y

Tue great deserts of Tartary are among the principal
strongholds of these birds, and there vast nomade tribes
.of them are to be seen, wandering thence in various
directions to the district of the Caucasus, and especially
towards the Caspian Sea, the south and south-west of
Russia, and the south of Siberia, Turkey, and Greece, and
some are found #lso in Italy, Sardinia, and Spain. They
likewise are matives of the north of Africa, and of Asia,

A good many instances of the occurrence of this
bird have been recorded, all of them in the winter half
of the year. In Yorkshire one was shot January 14th.,
1854, gt Goodmanham, near Market Weighton, by the
Rev. W. Blow; another, formerly, on the Wolds, and
one at Boythorpe, also in the East-Riding, carly in
1839; one near Beverley; and in the winter of 1814-15
two were scen near Flamborough, one of which was
killed, TIn Northumberland two, one near Warkworth
in the autumn of 1821, and the other near Twizell the
Ist. of February, 1823. In Hampshire one at Heron
Court, near Christchurch, the seat of Lord Malmesbury.
In Essex one at Harwich in January, 1823, one at
Little Clacton in the winter of 1824, and one several
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years since at Writtle, near Chelmsford. In Norfolk
several have occurred; one, as Mr. Robert Drane informs
me, between Yarmouth and Winterton, about the 30th.
of December, 1853; it was imagined to be “some sort
of Cochin-China Guinea-fowl;” also others in Cam-
bridgeshire and Suffolk. One was shot, as William
Hewet, Esq., of Reading, has obligingly informed me,
in 1849 on Mr. Deane’s farm (English) in Oxfordshire;
one was also shot on Denton Common in December,
15833; one ‘at Boshan, near Chichester, Sussex, in 1852,
of which A. Fuller, Esq. has written me word; and two
near Birmingham, Warwickshire, in October, 1839. In
Cornwall some half-a-dozen specimens have occurred—
one in December, 1853, In Kent one, at Chatham, in
January, 1834. Others in Devonshire.

In Scotland one is relited to have been obtained
near Montrose in December, 1833, the only “Legend
of Montrose” or of Scotland respecting the species in
that part of the island. £l

In Ircland the late William Thompson, Esq., of
Belfast, mentions that two were seen in the county of
Wicklow on the 23rd. of August, 1833, and that one
of them was shot.

They inhabit champaign countries, both waste and
cultivated, and are fine birds to eat. The male is poly-
gamous.

They fly, if suddenly alarmed, with great speed and
power for a distance of fifty or a hundred yards, raised
but a little above the surface of the ground, and on
alighting are said to run with swiftness. If several are
in company they are very wary.

They faed on grain, grasses, and various vegetables,
dandelions, clover, turnips, and other sorts, as also on
insects,
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Meyer likens the note to the syllable ‘proot,” and says
that it is most heard at night, and that the young chirp
like chickens.

The nest is on the ground—a mere hollow, under the
shelter of any sufficiently high herbage that may be
proximate.

The eggs are said to be from three to five in number,
olive brown in colour, sometimes varied with patches
of a darker shade of brown.

Male; weight, twenty-five ounces; length,.about one
foot five inches; bill, brown; iris, golden yellow; behind
it is a bare space. Head on the crowu,\pale chesnut,
mottled with black; on the sides bluish grey; neck in
front, and on the sides, bluish grey, bounded below
with a border of black passing to the back of the neck;
this is succeeded’ by a narrow white ring, and this again
by a broad band of black; beneath this is a gorget of
white, followed by another of black. In winter the neck
is pale chesnutgmarked with black. Breast, white, the
down at the base of the feathers pale rose-colour. Back,
pale chesnut, streaked irregularly with namerous narrow
lines of black. :

The wings, which do not reach to the end of the
tail, have the first quill feather about an inch shorter
than the second, which is as long as the third, and both
longer than the fourth, and the longest in the wing.
Greater and lesser wing coverts, white; primaries, white
at the base, the remainder greyish black; secop_dafies,
patched with black and white; tertiaries, pale chesnut
brown, streaked irregularly with numerous narrow lines
of black. The tail is of eighteen feathers, white at the
base, and barred with two narrow black bars, the ends
mottled with black and buff' white, the tips whiite; upper

tail coverts, pale chesnut, streaked irregularly with nu-
Yor, v, (H
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MACQUEEN'S BUSTARD.

.

RUFFED BUSTARD.
Otis Macqueenii, Gnay.
Otis—A Busturd. Macqueenii—Of Macqueen.

Twrs species has been confounded with the Houbara
or Ruffed Bustard, but the length of the wings, which
in the present one reach quite to the end of the tail,
at once distinguishes them,

The only British, or, T believe, European specimen
of this Bustard at present on record, was shot at Kirton
in Lindsay, Lincolnshire, on the Tth. of October, 1847,
by Mr. George Hansley; it is now in the Rudston Read
collection of British Birds in the York Museum, where
I have secen it. A very excellent likeness, with an
account of it, is given in “The Nataralist,” volume ii.,
page 89, by my brother Beverley R. Morris, Esq.

Macqueen’s Bustard is so very closcly allied to the
Houbara, that I should suppose that both are to be
found in the same distriets. 'Che latter, as those who
have read the second volume of Mr. Layard’s deeply
interesting “Nineveh and its Remains” will at once
recall to mind, is very plentiful in Arabia and on the
wide plains of Messopotamia, where the wandering
tribes hunt them with Hawks trained for the purpose.
Doubtless they are to be met with likewise in the more
northers regions where the renowned Hippomolginns
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pastures for the noble animals who are their all. Glorious
scenes are those eastern lands, and wonderful as are
the monuments of three thousand years antiquity which
there bring, as it were, the departed Assyrians again
before us to admire their vast and so enduring works,
still more striking and still more ancient in their origin
are the nataral beautics which spread before the gazer
as far as the eye can reach. Those vast plains, the
native place of the Bustard, and the very garden of
flowers, vie in gorgeous beauty with the richest pro-
ducts of the looms of Cashmere, and leave their famed
rivalry far behind.  If the small pattern gives but a
faint idea of the ‘tout ensemble,” size itself being a
feature that attracts and pleases, how is it when both
the smallest flower that takes its modest place in the
great carpet of nature, and the immense bespangled
tapestry itself, cach, as a part, and as the whole, chal-
Ienges all eompetition, and distances every thought of
approach: “Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed
like one of these.”

The sun above in unclouded splendour walks through
the sky, and flashes below from the cup of every flower
and from every blade of grass; the scent of aromatic
herbs and sweet-smelling  blossoms enrich the undis-
turbed air; sublime stillness reigns around, and a perfect
calm pervades the wide solitude. Nature there provides
a succession of colours, such as can probably nowhere
else be matched. One day admiration ranges over the
level land dight with flowers of a golden yellow, which,
almost in a night, give place to new ones of the deepest
blue; these are followed by others of a variety of hues,
with which the fice of the country is carpeted anew.
Again, a bright scarlet bedecks the meadow, and fis
followed by the emerald green of the luxuriant pasture,

-~
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itself in its tarn studded afresh with single gems of
varied brilliancy. Once more the plain is enriched
with the gayest purple, or bright with burnished gold,
and then the greensward is flowered with a gorgeous
display of embroidery, whose spangles enamel its bosom
with a rare mosaic, such as mortal craftsman cannot
fabricate the likeness of.

Or if you change the scene, and follow the bank of
the winding Tigris, at one season the odour of orange
blossoms fills the air, and at another clusters of golden
fruit hang from the branches; vast groves of Feathered
Palms bound the distant horison; here all is clouded
with a purple shadow, and there all glitters with reflected
tints in the rays of the setting sun. Then the awful still-
ness that pervades the vast expanse is broken by the wild
cry of some bird of night, or the howl of some roaring
beast roused from his. lair, and then at last all once
more is still. But, glory be to Gop, morning comes
again, and again you wiove on, and by the shore of
some unexpected inland lake, whose quict waters throw
back the shadows of the neighbouring low hills, and
glisten farther off with the beams of the “Rising Sun,”
the snowy Egret, with its graceful crest, the stately
Crane, and the ““Pelican of the wilderness,” stand side
by side, White Herons watch motionless at the margin,
and variegated wildfowl float lazily upon the crystal .
surface: you stretch off into the desert, and now the
Bustard springs up from your feet.

Much does Mr. Layard’s “Nineveh and Babylon™ make
one long to follow him in his wanderings in those
countries of wonder, as it has led me to wander with
him in thought, and at the same time from my subject,
to which I must return, and give the description of
the bird before us. .
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It occurs from the Himalaya mountains to Siberia.

The specimen, Mr. Alfred Roberts informs me, was
very wild.

He found that it had fed on caterpillars, beetles, and
small snails. .

Female; weight, two pounds and a quarter; length,
one foot eleven inches; bill, dark lead-colour, compressed
at the tip, depressed at the base; iris, yellow. Head
and crown, pale rufous, mottled with black; neck on
the back, white, minutely mottled with brown; on the
sides ornamented with a range of feathers two inches
long, about two-thirds of the upper portion black, the

. lower part white; chin, white; throat, pale rufous,

mottled with black; breast, white; back, pale rufous,
mottled with zigzag black bars. The wings extend
when closed to the end of the tail; they expand to the
width of three feet eight inches; greater and lesser
wing coverts, pale rufous, mottled with zigzag black
bars; primaries, black; the legs, which are bare of
feathers a little above the knee, and toes, greenish
yellow.
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PRATINCOLE.

COLLARED PRATINCOLE. AUSTRIAN PRATINCOLE.

Glareola {orguata, Mevou.
>, Austriara, Laminao.
Iirundo marina, Ray.
% Pratineola, Lixxmrs. Guyns.
Glareola— Torguali—

Tue Pratincole is abundant on the continent of
Lurope in Hungary, Dalmatia, Turkey, and Sclavonia;
and is met with in Germany, France, Switzerland, Sar-
dinia, and Ttaly. TIn Asia it is common in Tartary, and
in the region between the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea.

In this country, in “Yorkshire to wit,” one was ob-
tained in May, 1844, on Staxton Wold, near Scarborough,
as recorded by W. M. E. Milner, Esq., M.P., in the
“Zoologist,” page 2023. Tt was at the time in company
with a flock of Dotterels. One in Northumberland, at
Bedlington, the beginning of Febrnary, 1850. In
Devonshire two were secen by the Hon. T. L. Powys,
and W. W. Butler, Esq., at the mouth of the River
Exe, on the Tth. of September, 1851. In Norfolk a
pair were shot on the Breydon-wall, in May, 1827, °
One was killed near Liverpool, on the 18th. of May,
1804, g

In Zetland one was shot in Unst, by Mr. M. Bullock,
August 16th., 1815.
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Sandy places, near water, are its natural baunt, and
low meadows, where doubtless its insect food abounds.

They migrate in spring and antumn, moving in large
bodies of several compavies, and when resting by the
way here and there, on a note of alarm from one of
the body they all take wing, and after circling about
once or twice, go on their way. They are sometimes
secn on the sea-shore, when awaiting the arrival of part
of the flock on their migrations. “By the beginning of
August, the young fly about with the adult birds; the
parents being very much attached to their brood, ac-
company them until the beginning of September, when
they one and all think of returning and going southward
for the winter.”

Théy are capable of being easily tamed. In their
wild state they are restless, lively, and sociable, that is
among themselves, for they rarely associate with other
species. “Where they meet with suitable ground, they
remain for some time in the neighbourhood, flying away
in a body and often returning again in a moment, to
the great surprise of the behalder who may happen to
have startled them up.” If alarmed when feeding, they
strike the tail two or three times against the ground,
and soon after take wing.

They fly with extraordinary rapidity, and their evolu-
tions in the air are exceedingly graceful, quick, and
beaatiful, and they also run very fast. «When a flight
of them passes through the air within sight, they procee:l
very ‘swiftly, and on lowering to alight they shoot like
arrows by one another; finally they once more open
their wings ‘to their full length and highly raised, and
then settle, rather closely spread over the ground.”

They take their food on' the wing, hawking about
after the manner of the Swallows, and also on the ground,
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from whence they spring into the air to catch their prey.
They live on flies, gnats, cockchaffers, and other beetles,
grasshoppers, and other insects and worms. The larger
sorts they knock against the ground with their bills, to
kill, and to dislodge the harder parts.

Meyer says, “the call-note sounds like the word ‘carjah,’
‘carjah,’ and ‘bedre,’ ‘bedre, very quickly expressed.”

A slight depression in the soil serves for a nest, or
it is placed, Selby says, among rushes or other thick
herbage.  Many nests are often made not far from each
other.

The eggs, four in number, are spotted with brown.

Male; length, from about nine inches to ten and a
quarter, or even ten and a half or over, according to
the age of the bird, the tail being shorter at first; bill,
somewhat hooked, short, and broad at the base, black,
the sides and the base of the lower mandible, wl}ich is
shorter than the upper, and received into it, scarlet
orange, brightest in spring. The bill is smaller in young
birds. Iris, light reddish brown, the eyelids clothed
with small white feathers; a black line runs to and
behind it, from the base of the bill. The eye is placed
rather far back in the head. Forehead, flat; crown,
dark yellowish or reddish brown. The neck, short and
full, in front pale reddish white or buff, bounded by a
narrow distinct stripe of velvet black, which proceeds
upwards as a collar, and joics the black streak between
the bill and the eyes; nape, dark yellowish brown,
with a greenish metallic lustre; chin and threat, pale
reddish white or. buff, the former the palest; breast,
above, pale brownish yellow, on the lower part white;
back, dark yellowish brown, with a greenish metallic
lustre, on the lower part orange brown.

Wings, very long and narrow, the first feather the
VoL, 1v, D
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longest; greater and lesser wing coverts, dark yellowish
brown, with a greenish metallic lustre; primaries, brownish
black, the shaft of the first broad and yellowish white;
secondaries, paler; tertiaries, dark yellowish brown, with
a greenish metallic lustre; greater and lesser under wing
coverts, partly brown, and partly bright ferruginous.

The tail, long and much forked, the inner half white,
the rest blackish brown, the centre feathers almost wholly
black; the white increases on every feather towards the
outside. The two outer feathers are nearly two inches
and a half longer than the rest, the outer one very slender;
upper and under tail coverts, white. Legs, long, bare
above the knee, and, as the toes, clear brownish purple
red; claws, dusky black, and slightly bent, the middle
one long, and somewhat pectinated.

The general texture of the feathers is silky, fine, and
close.

The female nearly resembles the male.

The young have the head, crown, neck, and nape,
brown, with reddish brown edges to the feathers; throat,
pale brown, the band only indicated by a few dusky
brown spots; breast, clonded with brown and dusky,
below a mixture of grey and white.
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COURSER.

CREAM-COLOURED COURSER! CREAM-COLOURED PLOVER.
CREAM-COLOURED SWIFTFOOT.

Cursorius Europaus, Moxmacu. Brwick.
L Tsabellinus, Fremiye. SuLey.
Cursorius, Curro—To run. Furopeus—European.

THis elegant bird is a native of Africa, and most
plentiful, it is said, in Abyssinia. A few specimens
have occurred in France, Switzerland, Germany, Spain,
and Italy.

One was shot near Wetherby, in the West-Riding
of Yorkshire, in April, 1816; a second by the gamekeeper
of Lord Harewood, in 1825; and a third by the keeper
of the Hon. Charles Stourton, of Holme, near Market
Weighton, in the East-Riding; one in Charnwood Forest,
Leicestershire, on the 15th. of October, 1827, It was
the last bird figured by Bewick! In 1793 one was
shot in North Wales, by George Kingston, Fsq., of
Queen’s College, Oxford; anvther was killed near
Wingham, Kent, by William Hammond, Esq., of St
Alban’s Court. 2

It appears to be by no means shy.

This species, as denoted by its name, indeed by each
of them, ‘mutato nomine,’” runs with extreme celerity,
and also flies with great power.
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Malc; length, ten inches; bill, pale brown at the
base, nearly black at the tip, and arched; iris, pale
yellowish grey; over it is a white streak passing to
the nape, below it from the eye is a velvet black one,
both meeting behind. Forchead and crown, pale buff
orange, the hinder part shading into grey, below which
is a triangular spot of black, met by the line from each
eye; the neck in front, pale reddish buff white; behind,
and the nape, pale brown, tinged with reddish buff;
chin, white; throat and breast, pale reddish or buff
white, the latter paler on the lower part; back, buff
cream-colour with a tinge of orange.

The wings have the first almost as long as the second
feather, which is the longest in the wing; greater and
lesser wing coverts, buff cream-colour ; primnries, brown-
ish black, glossed with purple, as are the outer second-
aries; inner secondaries and tertiaries, buff-colour. The
tail feathers, except the two middle ones, have an angular
black spot near the end, but occupying the inner web
only on the outer feather, the ends of all nearly white;
under tail coverts, nearly white. The legs, which are
long, and bare of feathers half an inch above the knee,
and the toes, which are short, cream-colour; claws,
blackish brown; that of the middle toe is pcctinatcd,
and the outer one is united to it by a rather broad
membrane, the inner one by a smaller one; the soles
and joints, grey.

The plumage is soft dnd close.

The female resembles the male,

The young have the lines over the eye mot very
distinct; back, clouded with two ghades of brown; the

primaries edged on the inner web with buff.

SIS
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NORFOLKE PLOVER. THICK-KNEED BUSTARD. 3

STONE CURLEW. WHISTLING PLOVER. STONE PLOVER. ¢ ,157 Y ‘
THICK-KNEE. COMMON THICK-KNEE. /
o &
Uldicnemus crepitans, SeLey. JENYNS. V£ ‘f
<L Bellonii, Freamine. !
Charadrius crepitans, Moxmagu. BEWICK.
7e adicnemus, Taxxxvs. GMELIN.
Otis wdicnemus, Pexxaxt. MosTacU.

(Edicnemus.  Oideo—To swell, Kunemd—The leg or thigh,
Crepitans—Crackling.

Ix Europe this species is plentiful in Turkey, part
of Siberia, Germany, France, Spain, Greece, and Italy,
uncommon in Switzerland and Holland, and from thence
it extends in its range, by Sardinia and4other islands
of the Mediterranean, to the north of Africa, and thence
again to the south of that great continent, éven to the
Cape; it likewise occurs in Abyssinia, Nubia, and Egypt.
In Asia it is found in Asia Minor, and on the plains
between the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea, also in
Arabia, Persia, the East Indies, and Syna.

It is most abundant on the castern side of our island,
particularly, as imported by one of its names, in the
county of Norfolk. TIn Yorkshire it breeds about Ros-
sington, and other places near Doncaster; also near
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Scarborough. It used to do so regularly on the wolds,
but never abundantly in more recent times. In Corn-
wall it is rare, but has occurred near Gwyllyn Vase;
one also in the parish of St. Levan, near the Land’s End;
.others in Devonshire and Lancashire. In Bedfordshire
one was met with on March 29th., 1851. In Oxford-
shire it has been known near Henldy-on-Thames; also
in Dorsetshire.

In Ireland one was procured in the county of Waterford,
and one in the county of Wexford, which was shot near
Growtown, by Travers Hawkshaw, Esq., of Hilburn
House.

The Thick-knee haunts wide open spaces, commons,
warrens, heaths, sandy flats, such as chiefly border upon
the sea coast, uncultivated wastes, and sheep-walks,
sceming to prefer districts where the soil is poor, and,
in default of these, the larger fields, fallows, and turnip
grounds.

This fine bird T have repeatedly scen on the top of
the barren hill between Lyme Regis and Charmouth,
Dorsetshire.. Many a “stalk,” when a boy, have I had
after him, but he always managed to out-general me
by keeping his sentry-box in the middle of the open
ficld, or resorting to that vantage-ground on the least
symptom of danger.

The Rev. R. P. Alington tells me that it used to be
common near Swinhope, in Lincolnshire, as it was in
other parts of that county, but that it has become much
more raré from the enclosing of the country. A mnest
was taken in 1852, in Kingly Vale, near Chichester,
Sussex, as 1 am informed by Mr. George Jackson, of
that place. It is not uncommon in that county, as also
in Hampshire, about Selborne; Kent, Essex, Suffolk,
Worcestershire, and Cambridgeshire,—in the last-named
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only occasionally. The Rev. Dr. Thackeray obtained a
yonng one bred near Cambridge. In some parts of
Surrey they are not uncommon.

One was obtained close to the town of Cambri'dge, in
October, 1853, as Thomas George Bonney, Esq., of St.
John’s College, informs me. Several have been obtained
in the winter months in the Land’s End district, in
Cornwall, one in the beginning of February near Fal-
mouth, and one at the Land’s End, in January, 1848;
one near Penzance, about the 24th. of December, 1844,
In Leicestershire, James Harley, Esq., of Leicester,
writes me word that it is a regular summer visitant,
but only very locally distributed, namely, on the north-
east side of the county, abatting on Lincolnshire.

Birds of passage, they arrive here in March and
April, or the beginning of May; and depart again usually
by the end of September or October, in flocks of as
many as forty or fifty, but some few continue longer.
They repair to the same spot annually: they migrate
by night. One was shot the first week in February,
1852, as Mr. F. W. Stears has informed me, at' Roos,
in Holderness; and in the same month, in 1807, one
was killed in Devonshire, as recorded by Montagua; the
Rev. Gilbert White, too, records that in 1788, he heard
one on the 2Tth. of February. One was shot near
Thetford, in Norfolk, the 9th. of December, 1834, by
Mg. J. D. Salmon; and another at Ludham, on the 15th.
of December, 1846.

In general they are seen singly, or at the most in
pairs, in spring, They migrate in the autumn in the
small numbers of the respective families. They repair
to water every evening to drink and to wash themselyes,
They are easily tamed, and kept in gardens, and seem
to become attached to their keepers, and are said to live
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to a great age: naturally they are very wild and shy.

William Hewet, Esq., of Reading, has sent me
several particulars of these birds. The young, even
when fledged, will squat, and allow themselves to be
. picked up. If disturbed from the nest, the parent
runs off very swiftly with the head stooped. The young
ones arc very good eating, but the old birds are dry
and tough.

They fly swiftly on occasion, and with much power,
but low, though often at a considerable height during
the night; they also run extremely fast. The legs are
held out behind in flight. In the day-time they gen-
erally lie at rest near some stone, clod, or other_shel-
tering protection, or stand on one leg with the head
buried in the feathers.

They feed on beetles and other insects, worms, and
slugs, and swallow pieces of stone to aid digestion.

Their ery may be heard sometimes through a summer’s
night (rom the fallow fields, and there is something
peculiarly striking in their wild wail; so at least T used
to deem it: “Sweet was the music to my JLar” in the
“joyous days of old.” Buffon renders it by the word
‘turrlui,” and Meyer by ‘dit,’ ‘dillit,” and ‘krzeet,’ which
latter it utters chiefly during the evening and night
when on the wing, and but rarely in the day. "It s
also rendered by the syllables ‘cur-lew,” whence one of
its vernacular names; the other I suppose, being deriyed
from its frequenting stony places.

‘The bare earth is the nest, among weather-worn stones.
The male appears to sit as well as the female, the time
of incubation being sixteen or seventeen days. The
young are led about by the female almost as soon as
hatched, that is to say, on the day following their
birth; at first the old birds take great care of them.
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The eggs are pale brown, blotted, spotted, and streaked
with greyish blue and dark brown, assimilating closely
in appearance to the grey flints that surround them,
thus being very difficult to detect. They are generally
two in number, but sometimes, it is said, three; the
third being for the most part not hatched. They vary
in size and colour, some being a dull yellow, and the
spots much less clearly defined than in others,

Male; weight, about seventeen ounces; length, one
foot five or six inches; bill, dusky black at the peint,
the rest greenish yellow; from the base of the upper
mandible a light-coloured streak passes backward under
the eye, and from the base of the lower one a brown

* one underneath. Iris, large and prominent, golden

yellow—a dark line encircles it; behind it is a small
space bare of feathers of a yellowish green, mostly con~
cealed by the ear coverts. Head, large and thick, on
the sides white; on the crown, neck on the back, and
nape, pale tawny brown, each feather with a streak of
Ulack in the centre; the neck iif front, pale brownish
white, each feather streaked along the centre with blackish
brown. Chiu and throat, white; breast, nearly white,
but yellowish, the feathers streaked with blackish brown.
Back, pale tawny brown, each feather with a blackish
brown longitudinal streak.

The wings have the first and second quills nearly
equal in length, and the longest in the wing; greater
and lesser wing coverts, pale tawny brown, each feather
with a brownish black line along the shaft; primaries
and secondaries, nearly black, the first and second with
a broad white patch towards the end across each web,
the former the larger—the seventh and cighth slightly
tipped with white; tertiaries, pale brown, each feather
with a brownish black line by the shaft. The tail, of

VoL, 1v, 13
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twelve feathers and wedge-shaped, is on the inner half
mottled with two shades of brown, the third part red-
dish white, with bent bars, and the end black; the
outside feathers shorter than the middle ones, which are
not tipped with black. The three outermost feathers
the lightest coloured, and the bars darker. Upper tail
coverts, pale brown, with a dark mark by the shaft of
each feather; under tail coverts, buff white. The legs,
which are long, and toes, yellow, with a greyish tinge
_ —the outer toe is connected with the middle one as
far as the first joint by a membrane; claws, nearly
black.

The female resembles the male bird. The legs thick
below the knee joint.

The young are at first covered with a variegated grey
down, which gradually gives way to the proper plumage.

O



GOLDEN PLOVER.

WHISTLING PLOVER. YELLOW PLOVER. GREEN PLOVER.

Charadrins pluvialis, Pexxaxr, Moxraou.
) Africanus, Laxyzvs.
Charadrins—.........,., 3 Pluvialis—Rainy,

pertaining to rain.

TuE name of the Plover is derived from the French
‘Pluvicr,” as that again is from the Latin, as assigned
as the specific designation of the bird before us.

It occurs in Earope in Russia, Sweden, Lapland,
Norway, Holland, France, Germany, and Sardinia;
and visits in summer the Ferroe Islands, Iceland, and
Greenland; and towards winter, France, Italy, and
Sardinia, and North Africa. It also frequents the
regions between the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea.

In Yorkshire, they are plentiful in the parish of
Nafferton, and all over the wolds; are common also about
Sheffield, and the moors about Meltham, where they
breed; also on -the moors near Barnsley, are occasionally
met with on Whin Moor, near Leeds, and in the
neighbourhood of Halifax they breed sparingly on the
high moors, and are met at Hambleton, and at times
in small numbers on the sea-shore in winter. In Cam-
bridgeshire they are common in the fens. In Cornwall
also, near Gwyllyn Vase, Swanpool, and in other parts.
They breed on Dartmoor, Devonshire, as James Dalton,
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Bsq., of, Worcester College, Oxford, has informed me.
In Scotland, they are exceedingly abundant, especially,
as might be supposed, in Sutherlandshire, and there
about Lairg, Durness, Tongue, and Scourie; also in For-
farshire, and on the Cheviot Hills, and in other suitable
situations. In the Hebrides, they are likewise vastly
abundant, and are plentiful in Shetland and Orkney,
where they appear in flocks of thousands. A great
namber leave in spring, yet 3 g0od many remain during
summer to breed.

In Ireland they are likewise common.

Golden Plovers associate in the autumn in flocks of
very large extent, and are then found on moors, downs,
and heaths, and in any large fields, dispersing again
carly in spring, generally in February, but _some
are seen in April, retiring to breed in May. They
have been noticed, however, in Norfolk so late as the
95th. of that month. They arrive in large numbert in
November,- and even in August and September, some
beginning to flock together in the former month. Thus,
though indigenous here, they are in some degree migra-
tory. Their movements for the most part take place
in the night. They breed in bogs and undrained hills,
and are then hardly ever seen except in pairs; at other
times of the year they chiefly frequent open fields,
heaths, moors, and downs, and in severe weather resort
to the sea-coast.

The old Dbirds display the customary anxiety in
endeavouring to protect their brood; practising every
device to allure away the enemy—tumbling over asif
unable to fly, or feigning lameness. The female also
sits long on the nest, and if she leaves it, takes the
précaution of running off to some distance before taking
wing. They are exceedingly good eating, and are sold
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in numbers for the table, many being often killed at a
single shot as they wheel by—two or three, five or six,
or even as many as fourteen, as has been known, W.
Hewet, Esq tells me. They are capable of being kept
in confinement. They roost on the ground under the
shelter of some tuft during the depth of the night, or
in the middle of the day.

In their flight, which is very swift and strong, they
often sweep down close to the ground, and then sud-
denly rise up in the air, turning and twisting continually
round and round before settling. Dufing the day-time,
as they feed at night, they cither sit on the ground,
for the most part, or stand in a state of repose, with
the head drawn down between the shoulders. They
run with great velocity, now and then stepping on
to any elevation to look about.

They feed on insects: of various kinds, caterpillars,
worms, and slugs; wheat in the green state, running
up and down the furrows to pick it up, or other
vegetables and small berries.

‘The wild whistle of the Plover, a wailing note, is
exceedingly pleasant to those who have a relish for
country sounds, and who find an additional piquancy
in those that are more wild. He that ean say “My
mind to me a kingdom is," is in no danger of being
made melancholy by any sound in nature. In the
evening and at night, you may hear it. It has at times
a ventriloguistic power, and is very deceptive. A skilful
imitation of their cry will decoy them to you. In the
spring season, a more varied note is used, during which
the bird flies at a great elevation, and continues soaring
about for a considerable time. Meyer likens the note
to the words ‘tluwee, tluwee,” uttered at a high pitch,
and considerably loud.
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Nidification commences about the end of May, or
beginning of June. The hen bird alone sits. Incubation
lasts seventeen days.

The nest, which I have never seen ‘in situ,’ is a very
inartificial structure, being merely a few stems of grass
and fibres laid together in some small hollow of the
ground, only just large enough to contain them; what
there is, is made the end of May or beginning of June.

The eggs, four in number usually, are of a yellowish
stone-colonr, blotted and spotted with brownish black.
They are placed uatrefoil—with the small ends pointed
together inwards. :

The young “quit the nest as soon as hatched, and
follow their parents till able to fly and support themselves,
which is in the course of a month or five weeks.”

Male; weight, between seven or cight ounces; length,
from ten and a half to eleven inches and a half; bill,
black; iris, dark brown, nearly black—the space between
it and the eye, deep black—over it white. On the
forchead is a band of nearly pure white in summer,
which in winter is yellowish white, streaked and spotted
with pale brown and grey. Head on the sides, greyish
brown; on the crown, neck on the back, and nape,
greyish or brownish black, with purple reflections of a
paler shade, and large yellow angular spots on the whole
edge and tip of each feather. Chin,neck on the sides,
throat, and breast, deep velvet black, in the form of
a list, in summer, with a band of white varying to
yellow, and marbled with black and pale brown on the
sides and below the wing, the feathers at the corner of
which are also white below; in winter the chin and
throat are whitish ; the breast, dusky greyish white, tinged
with dull yellow, and spotted and streaked with darker
grey. Before and after the breceding-scason the black
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and white plamages intermix. A bird has been seen
in full summer plumage on the 22ad. of February. It
is to be noticed that some new black feathers are pro-
duced, while others are changed by the black pizment
from white_to black; the process being to be observed
in all its gradations, Back, deep blackish or greyish
brown, darkest in summer, with the yellow marks on
the feathers.

The wings have the first feather the longest, the
axillary plume white in winter; greater and lesser
wing coverts, greyish black, with paler yellow angular
spots at the edge of the feathers, and in winter the
greater coverts are tipped with white; primaries and
secondaries, dusky brown, the shafts of the first five
white on the anterior part; tertiaries, long, greyish
black, with angular-shaped yellow edges and tips to the
feathers. 'lail, deep brown, paler towards the outside,
barred obliquely with yellow or greyish white and
brownish black, nearly meeting at the shaft; upper tail
coverts, greyish black, the feathers with angular yellow
spots on their edges, sometimes crossing them as bars;
under tail coverts, white, the side ones shaded with
pale yellow, and obliquely barred with brown. Legs
and toes, black, deep grey in winter.

In the female the black is not so intense, and is
partially mixed with white, but she on the whole
resembles the male. Bill, black; throat, greyish white;
under tail coverts, greyish white; legs and toes, dark
grey.

The young are at first covered with a beautiful party-
coloured down, of bright yellow and brown. They
quit the nest as soon as hatched.

The young the first year have the breast gemerally
darker than the old birds.
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“The intermediate states of plumage in which they
are met with in autumn, are often very beautiful, the
under parts being marbled with black, white, and pale
King's yellow, which blend softly together.”—Sir William
Jardine. 1

The full summer plumage is assumed by the end of
May.
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DOTTRELL, DOTTEREL PLOVER.

Chgradrivs movinellus, Prxxant. Moxtacu.
= Tataricus, Larmaat,
55 Sibiricus, GHELIN,
Charadrius............ ? Morinellus—A diminutive of

Morio—A fool or dotard.

Tris species belongs to Europe, being found in
Turkey, Russia, Siberia, Lapland, Finland, Norway,
Sweden, and Denmark; likewise in France, Italy,
Spain, Greece, and its islands; Bohemia and Silesia;
and in Holland, where it is rare. It also appertains
to Northern Asia, Persia, and Tartary, on the vast
Steppes of which country it is found in the vicinity
of the salt lakes and marshes of the desolate regions
that there exist.

The Dotterel has acquired the character of being a
foolish bird, and hence its English name from the word
to dote, to be fond or foolish, and its Latin one from
the word Morio, a foolish fellow. The only folly,
however, that, so far as I can see, the bird is guilty
of, is that of permitting the necar approach of man,
and this ongthe ungracious principle of believing every
one to be a rogue until you know him to be honest,
is certainly the opposite of worldly wisdom. For my-

self, nevertheless, much as I have suffered more than
VOL. IV, ¥
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once from acting on the contrary supposition, 1 still
prefer a more unsophisticated maxim.

The bird was formerly supposel to imitate the actions
of the fowler, and so to full into the trap, instead of
providing for its escape by a timely flight. Thas,
Drayton, in his Polyolbion—

“The Dotterel, which we think a very dainty dish,

Whose taking makes such sport ss no man more can wish,
For on you ereep, or cower, or lie, or stoop, or go,

So, marking you with care, the apish bird doth do;

And acting every thing, doth never mark the net.”

Montagu observes, that when disturbed, it frequently
raises one wing up, which may perhaps have given rise
to the popular notion.

In Yorkshire these neat birds were formerly common
on the Wolds, as testified, ‘exempli gratid,” by the house
called the *“Dotterel Inn,” erected, as Henry Eustatius
Strickland, Esq., of Apperley Court, near Tewkesbury,
has informed me, by one of the family, and the sign
painted by Mrs, Strickland.

In my parish of Nafferton, a few are annually met
with on their passage to and fro; I have one of a
paie which were shot within a few hundred yards of
the Vicarage, by Mr. John Dickson, of this place,
and by him presented to me; and another, one of three
killed at a shot, by a farm servant of his, on the wold,
above the village, in May, 1852. They remain two or
three weeks, resorting to the fallows and open districts;
yery few, however, now come, compared with those that
used to visit these parts. They are occasionally met
with on the moors about Halifax, in spring and early
summer, and sometimes come to breed on the Marsden
and Slaithwaite moors, are also rare near Sheffield, and
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very rare near Leeds, as is not to be wondered at. One
was shot at Staincross, near Barnsley, in 1830. They
are also met with in Derbyshire, Wiltshire, Berkshire,
Hertfordshire, Lancashire, Suffolk, and on the Mendip
Hills, in Somersetshire, where they are said to breed;
and the Downs in Wiltshire. About Swinhope, says the
Rev. R. P. Alington, Dotterels are local, arriving half-
yearly at particular spots, during their migration to breed.
One locality is at North Summer Coats, not far from the
wintry ratlway station of “Great Coats” on the estate
of Henry Alington Pye, Esq. In Dorsetshire, on Port-
land and near Weymouth, John Garland, Esq. has
informed me that a few annually ocecur. In Norfolk
it 1s rather rare. Oane, a meale, was killed near Wis-
beach, Cambridgeshire, the 9th. of May, 1850, by flying
against the telegraph wires on the REastern Counties
Railway; a female was shot the following day, on Guy-
hirn Wash, and a pair on Bottishan Fen in May, 1851;
others have been met with near Cambridge and Royston.
In Cornwall it is rare, but has occurred at Bar Point,
Gwyllyn Vase, and other places.

They are found in the lake neighbourhood, in West-
moreland and Cuamberland, on Robinson Fell, Great
Gavel, Whiteside, Helvellyn, Whatson Dod, Great Dod,
Saddleback, and Skiddaw; also in Northumberland.
In Devonshire they are very rare. A pair were shot
on the moor near Seaton Carew, in the county of Dur-
ham, May the 10th., 1853; and they have been met
with at Scremerston and Unthank, near Berwick.

In Scotland they occur and breed about Braemar,
in Aberdeenshire; also on the Grampian hills, and
in the county of Elgin, Dumfriesshire, and other parts,

In Ireland they are rare.

In Orkney they make their appearance in September
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and October, and again in spring for still more north-
ern regions. A pair bred in Hoy, in 1850. A large
flock appeared in South Ronaldshay, in May 1830.

They frequent open and exposed situations, heaths,
barren pastures, sheep walks, new-sown fields, and fallow
grounds, on their route to the lonely tops of the
mountains on which they breed, and where for the time
they dwell among the mists and clouds which so often
envelope those lofty districts.

The Dotterel being only a cursory visitant, migrates
to its breeding grounds in spring, staying in places
on the way, from March until so late sometimes as the
20th. of May, or cven it is said the beginning of June,

but generally the latter end of April, and returning .

again the end of August, or beginning of September;
some are even later, staying till October or November,
but they are probably late hatched broods, or birds
that are on their way back from a farther distance
north. They move forward in promiscuous bodies,
without any particular order. They halt at various
stations on the way, both going and coming, in Cam-
bridgeshire and other counties, but it may be that they
do mnot stay in each so long as is supposed, fresh
arrivals not being distinguished as such, way having
been made for them by others, which had  preceded
them and have moved on.

Many of these birds are shot for the sake. of the
wing feathers, which are in considerable request for
making artificial flies. 'The birds themsclves also are very
fine cating. They associate in small numbers, living
very amicably together, usually to the number of ten

or twelve, sometimes more, but in general the members,

of the family—only five or six in all. They are often
to be seen sitting on the ground in their summer Launts,
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and, though usually so devoid of shyness, display the
natural anxiety of other birds for their young. They
are said to be fond of bathing, and to resort to water
early in the morning or late in the evening for that
purpose, and to drink, They' are also reported to be
fond of dusting themselves. They soon become tame
in confinement, but do not live long.

They both fly and run fast.

They feed on caterpillars, worwms, elugs, grasshoppers,
bectles, and other insects, and also on some leaves of
plants.

The note is soft and low, but somewhat shrill. Meyer
compares it to the words, fdurr,” ‘dutt,” and “drew.

Any small hollow in the ground serves for a nest,
and it is generally near some stone or rock; a few
lichens make its “mossy bed.”” The male assists the
female in the work of incubation, which lasts apparently
for cighteen or twenty days. The hen bird sits very
close, and if disturbed only runs a few yards off.

The eggs are three in number, scldom move. They
are laid from the end of May and the beginning of
June, to the end of June and even the beginning of
July.

Male; weight, about four ounces, sometimes five, and
Mr. Yarrell mentions one six ounces and a half; length,
nine inches and a half; bill, nearly black; iris, brown;
from it, and a little in front, the dark brown of the head
descends, and runs down the side of the neck, ending
in a point and meeting again the dark brown of the
head and back of the neck; a band of white proceeds
from the eye on each side, the two meeting below the
occiput.  Forehead, in winter, white streaked with
brown; head on the sides, white; crown, neck on the
back, and nape, dark brown, each feather finely margined
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with white in summer, and in winter with pale reddish
brown; chin and throat, white; breast above, grey with
yellowish edges to the feathers in winter, succeeded by
a band of white, which is edged above and below with
a dark line, then lower down, rich orange chesnat
brown, still lower black, and finally cream-colour; the
black is not so distinct in winter, and the fine orange
brown wanting. Back, greyish brown; the feathers
margined with pale buff orange.

The wings have the first quill feather the longest;
greater and lesser wing coverts, greyish brown, edged
with buff; primaries, deep brown; the first with a broad
white shaft, very thick and strong; secondaries, deep
brown with buff edges; tertiaries, greyish brown edged

with bufl. Greater and lesser under wing coverts, grey- -

ish white. The tail, of twelve feathers, and* slightly
wedge-shaped, is greyish brown; the centre ones scarcely
tipped with dull white, the three outside ones with
broader ends of white; legs and toes, dull greenish
yellow; claws, dasky black.

In the female the streak over the eye and sides of
the head are reddish white, with a few specks and lines
of brown; forehead white, streaked with brown; crown,
brownish black; the feathers edged with pale reddish
brown. Neck and nape, greyish ash-colour, tinged with
pale orange brown; chin and throat, reddish white, with
a few specks and streaks of brown. The band on the
breast is not so distinet, and greyish white; the orange
brown much paler, and marbled and tinged with greyish
ash-colour; and the lower part mixed with white feathers;
back, brown tinged with grey; each feather being deeply
edged with pale orange brown. Tail, deep brown; the
two middle feathers margined near their tips with reddish
white, the rest having large white tips, the outermost
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feather with its outer web white. Under tail coverts,
reddish white.

In the young the bill is black; iris, dark brown;
over the eye is a broad band of buff orange; forehead,
and sides of the head, yellowish eream-colour, with small
spots and streaks of greyish brown; crown and back
of the head, neck on the back, and nape, dark brown,
all more or less broadly edged with buff orange; neck
on the sides, buff orange. Breast, grey, slightly tinged
with reddish white, and marked on each side with
large spots of olive green; below white, spotted here
and there with greyish brown. Greater and lesser
wing coverts, olive green, deeply edged with reddish
white. Tail, olive green, the feathers margined with
white, the centre ones tipped with reddish white, and
the three side ones ending in a large irregular whitish
spot.  Legs, pale olive green; toes, light yellow on the
soles.

The plate is from a drawing by the Rev. R. P.
Alington.
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RINGED PLOVER. SAND LARK. SAND LAVROCK.

DULL~WILLY.
Charadrivs hiaticula, Pexyaxt. Moxtasu.
Charadrits—........oi. ? s Hiaticula—....ccouiuns P

Tuis is the first we arrive at of our regular “’long
shore” birds, and it is to be found on all or nearly all
of our coasts, as also by the margins of creeks, estu-
aries, and rivers, and even at times those of inland
lakes and ponds.

It occurs in Europe—its range extending from Den-
mark, Lapland, Sweden, and Norway, Russia and Si-
beria, to Prussia, Holland, France, Germany, and Ttaly,
and so far as Greenland and Iceland to the north, and
Malta to the south. Likewise in Asia, in Asia Minor,
and in Japan, according to M. Temminck; and in some
parts of Africa—Nubia, and the Cape of Good Hope.
In America also, both north and south, about Hudson's
Bay, and in Virginia, Carolina, Jamaica, and the Brazils,
and in the Sandwich Islands; so that it belongs to the
four quarters of the globe.

Mr. Allis says, in his “Catalogue of the Birds of
Yorkshire,”” rcad before the DBritish Association, that
specimens have been obtained near Halifax and Sheffield.
I have repeatedly observed them on the sands south of
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Burlington. One of these birds was shot near the city
of Worcester on the 8th. of March, 1853. In Dorset-
shire T have known them pretty plentiful. In Cornwall
they are not uncommon. Two were seen on the banks
of the Isis, near Oxford, in March, 1852.

[n Orkuoey it is an exceedingly common species, and
remains throughout the year. During winter they may
be seen in flocks varying from a dozen to some hundreds.

It is very interesting to watch this pretty little bird
chasing nimbly along the sands close to the water’s
edge, avoiding the waves that may now and then wash
higher up than the others, by deyiating just as much
as, and no more than is necessary from its course. It
needs not the warning of the lesson taught by Canute
to his ¢urtiers, but follows the guidance of Nature,
obedient to Oxe, and Oxg only, who hath “placed the
sand for the bound of the sea by a perpetual decree
that it cannot pass it, and though the waves thereof
toss themselves, yet can they not prevail; though they
roar, yet can they not pass over it;”—farther than that
it turns not aside, instinctively knowing the truth of
the Divine law given to the ocean, and which it must
obey, “Ilitherto shalt thou come, and no further, and
here shall thy proud waves be stayed.” Thus you may
see it “running before the wind,” as so well depicted
by my friend, the Rev. R. P. Alington, in the figure
from which the plate is taken, its light feathers blown
up by the gust sweeping from behind, and hurrying
by its side the bubbling foam left by the recoiling wave
of the flowing or ebbing tide.

The numbers of these birds in some parts are added
to in the spring and autumn by migratory bodies, re-
spectively proceeding north and south, and these partial
migrations take place, it is said, by night, and at a very
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high elevation: I have never had opportunity of seeing it.

The Ringed Dotterel will on occasion make use of
the same stratagems and ‘manceunvres that so many other
kinds do to allore away intruders from the nest or young,
uttering a twittering note of alarm and anxiety. “At
first when leaving the nest, they skulk away from it
before taking wing, which they are easily enabled to
do from their unobtrusive colouring,” “and if pursued

will fly to a little distance, distend all its feathers, and-

scem to tumble over head and hecls repeatedly, till it
has enticed its enemy to a distance from its young, and
then it flics off.” When disturbed, they course usually
‘in a semicircle over the sea, and, if allowed, return to
the same spot or near it. They are good birds to eat,
and are caught in nooses accordingly.

They associate at times with other maritime species,
though not on terms of very close intimacy. They are
very hardy birds, and may easily be kept in confinement.
They are fond of bathing, and Meyer says, sometimes
saturate themselves so that they cannot easily take wing.

They fly with strength and rapidity, but generally

not far unless much alarmed, coming back to the place
they had left, as the most productive probably of a
supply of food. The flight is performed with moderate
flappings of the wings; they also run fast, frequently
stopping and glancing round. They move about in a
horizontal position, with the head lowered, and the neck
shortened, but when running, stretch themselves out
more. Before flying, and again before settling, the wings
are spread up over the back.

They feed on worms, marine and other aquatie insects
and their larywe, and small crustacea, shrimps, sandhoppers,
and other such, and they continue searching for them
on moonlight nights until the morning.
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The note is a clear wild whistle, and they utter it
when disturbed, taking short flights and then alighting
and running again. If much alarmed they fly right off,
coursing along over the sea.

They begin to pair early in May, but some carlier’
and others later in the summer.

The nest, so to call it, for there is none but some
slight natural hollow amongst small gravel, or on a little
hillock of sand, frequently under the shelter of some
tall grass, is generally placed on' a bank by the beach,
Just above high-water mark, but occasionally in sandy
places farther inland, as much, Sir William Jardine says,
ag tem, or from that to fifteen or twenty miles: in some
instances on the banks that line the coast, or even over
them in an adjoining field. Among others, on warrens
in Norfolk and Suffolk, near Bechamwell, Elston, and
Thetford, occasionally also in the Fens: great numbers
appeared in those of Bottisham and Swaffham, in
Cambridgeshire, the Rev. Leonard Jenyns has recorded,
in the months of June and July, 1824, which was a
remarkably wet season.

The eggs are four in number, and of a greenish grey,
pale buff, or cream-colour, spotted and streaked with
bluish grey and black; or blackish brown. The male
" and female both sit on them and appear much attached
to cach other, as well as very careful of their eggs and
young. In the spring the males often fight.

Male; weight, about twh ounces; length, seven inches
and a half to seven and three-quarters; bill, black at
the tip, orange yellow towards the base; iris, brown;
below it is a wide black band, reaching in front to
and over the bill. Forchead, white; over it a black
band, deepest coloured in summer, crosses to the eyes;
crown, neck on the back, and nape, greyish brown; chin
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and throat, white, extending backwards to the mape;
breast, white, with a wide collar of intenze black across
its upper part, deepest in hue in summer; it is about

an inch in breadth, and passing round in a narrowed °

tircle, mingles with the colour of the back; back, grey-
ish brown.

The wings have the first feather the longest; greater
and lesser wing coverts, greyish brown, the former tipped
with white, shewing in flight; primaries, deep brownish
black, with some white at their base; the outer end of
each shaft, for about; an inch, white, and the tips of
some of the inner ones; secondaries, brown, tipped with
white, forming a bar across, and the basal part of the
outer ones white; tertiaries, greyish brown. Greater
under wing coverts, greyish brown, with white tips to
some of them; lesser under wing coverts, greyish brown.
Tail, greyish brown at the base, darkening to greyish
black towards the end; the two middle feathers are the
lougest, and only slightly marked with white at the end;
the next four on each side tipped with white, the outer
but one has the outer web entirely white; the outer one
on each side is wholly white, with the exception of a
black spot in the centre of the fnner web. Upper tail
coverts, greyish brown; under tail coverts, white; legs
and toes, orange yellow; claws, black.

The female resembles the male, but has the black
bands on the forchead and the upper part of the breast
narrower, and not so deep ta colour, and her whole
plumage daller.

The young have the bill almost entirely black, the
under one pale orange yellow; from the base to the
eye is a dusky streak; the forehead has no black band
over the white one, which is dull white; erown, greyish
brown, without the black band, and below the back of the

fa e
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liead is a shade of dull black; the collar on the npper
part of the breast is pale dusky brown. Chin, throat,
aund breast, white, with a tinge of yellow, the gorget
dull brown; back, greyish brown, each feather edged
with yellowish brown. Greater and lesser wing coverts,
greyish brown, the feathers edged and tipped with pale
yellowish or whitish brown; secondaries and tertiaries,
greyish brown, each feather edged with yellowish brown.
The tail has the two middle pairs of feathers tipped
with yellowish brown; legs and toes, pale dull yellow.

This species is subject to a double moult.

A curious instance of malformation in this species is
given in ““The Naturalist,” vol. ii., page 132, by Mr.
Clement Jackson, of East Looe, namely, an additional
toe springing from the inside of the right. leg, attached
to the knee as far as the second joint: mo other peculi-
arity existed, and the bird was very fat. An illustration
is given with the account.
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LITTLE RING DOTTRELL. LITTLE RINGED PI1OVER.

Charadrivs minor, Jexyss, Gournn.

Charadriss,....,......... 4 Minor—ILesser.

Ox the continent this bird occurs commonly in various.
parts—Germany, France, Italy, and Sweden. Tt has
also been found in Asia, in Persia, in Japan, and the
Philippine Islands; as also, Meyer says, in Afriea, in
Nubia, and Abyssinia.

But one specimen of this species, taken at Shoreham,
in Sussex, had for some time occurred in this country,
but as it was a very young bird, it had no doubt been
hatched here by a parent pair of the same kind. Its
“little life” was at once cut short in the land of its
birth—O patria dolee; ingrata patria’ Another was
subsequently obtained from Scilly, in September, 1851,
by J. B. Ellman, Esq., of Lewes. In Yorkshire one, a
male, was shot in a ploughed field near Whixley, an
inland place in the West-Riding, by Mr. James Styan,
on the 30th. of July, 1850,

It occasionally frequents the tide-way of the sea-beach,
bat for the most part gives a preference to sand-banks,
and islands in rivers, as also at times sandy places at
some little distance from them.

These birds migrate in the spring and autamn, about
March, or rather April, and August or September. T hey
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travel in small parties of from five to ten, and invariably
during the night. They are sociable in their habits,
several broods being brought out in the same locality,
and they also iatermingle with flocks of other birds.
They are not shy, and may be approached pretty necarly.
They are easily kept in confinement for a certain time,
and become very tame and amusing.

They feed on small worms, flies, beetles, and small
aquatic and other insects in their various stages, and
this chiefly in the mornings and evenings, and part of
the night, wading in search of them in the shallows.
They roost during the day, cither standing by the water
side or crouching down.

The note is a plaintive whistle, and thcy frequently
utter it in the spring as they keep flying about. Meyer
expresses it by ‘dut) “dit,) or ‘dea.’

The sand is its nest.

The eggs are of a pale yellowish stone-colour, with
numerous small spots of blaish ash, reddish brown, and
dark brown. The young are hatched in sixteen or
seventcen days, and at once begin to run about, hiding
themselves instinctively with much cleverness if endan-
gered.

Male; length, not quite seven inches; bill, slender and
black; iris, brown; the eyelids, dark yellowish; forehead, -
white, over it a black patch as far as the eye; crown, back
of the head, and neck on the back, greyish brown; nape,
white; chin and throat, white, extending from the latter
round the nape; breast, white, with a patch of black
on its upper part; back, ash-colour or greyish brown.

The wings have the first quill feather the longest,
the second nearly as long; greater and lesser wing coverts,
greyish brown; primaries and secondaries, dusky brown,
edged with white, and the first quill feather with a
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broad white shaft; tertiaries, greyish brown. Tail, grey-
ish brown at the base, darker towards the end; the
five outer feathers white on the ends, each gradually
more so; the outer feather on each side white, with a
large blackish spot on the inner web; upper tail coverts,
greyish brown; under tail coverts, white. Legs and toes,
slender, pale yellowish red; claws, black.

The female has the bands of white and black on tle
forchead narrower and less distinctly defined than in the
male. The feathers of the back and wing coverts have
buff-coloured margins; legs, pale reddish yellow; the
joints grey.

The young are without the decided black markings;
the white also is less pure.

Ve
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KENTISH PLOVER.

Charadrins Cantianus, Latmax. JARDINE.
- Alexandrinus, HasserQuisy,
i allifrons, MEYER,
e littoralis, Brcrstrix,
Charadrius............ 4 Cantianus—XKentish.

Dr. Laraax was the first to describe this bird as a
British one.

In Europe it is plentiful in Germany and Holland,
and is found in France, Italy, and along the shores of
the Mediterranean generally, sometimes also as far north
as Sweden. It is likewise an African species, ocomrring
in Egypt and Nubia; and also, it is said, an Asiatic, in
‘Tartary, India, the islands of the Indian Ocean—Java,
and others.

Some were killed near Sandwich in Kent, in 1787,
and 1791; several have been more recently procured
there, at Pegwell Bay, and on the Plats, and others
towards Sandhurst Castle and Deal. It.s likewise numer-
ous at Lydd, in Romney Marsh, and oceurs also in
Sussex, at Selscy, Rye, and Hastings. In Norfolk it is
met with but rarely—has occurred near Yarmouth; also
in Saffolk. In Cornwall one was captured the 17th,
of April, 1852, near Penzance; it was in company with
Sanderlings,

YOor. 1v,
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“These birds arrive in April or May, and depart in
August, to retnrn again, “barring accidents,” the following
year.

They frequent the sea-coast, rarely occurring on the
banks of rivers. If very high tides compel them, they
retire ‘pro tempore’ into the adjoining fields, or sometimes
even farther inland. If danger approaches while the
bird is on the nest, the owner immediately runs away

from it, so as to deceive, as to its situation, if she can.

So also when the young are hatched, which they are
in seventeen days, when they at onee begin to run
about, the parents become very uneasy, and flutter sbout
an intruder with notes of alarm.

They associate with the Ringed Dotterels, but the
flocks keep distinct in flight.

They can run very fast, and do soif approached. They
fly also very quickly. “Before taking flight it opens
its wings wide above its back, and generally skims the
surface of the water when it does not intend to leave
the neighbourhood; on alighting it skims to a short
distance, and on touching the ground with its feet it
opens its wings again wide, then runs a shart space,
and looks round before it begins its vocation of feeding.”

Small marine insects, worms, and crustacea, form the
staple of their food.

Meyer gives the words ‘tirr, tire,” ‘pitt, pitt,’ and
‘pwee, pwee,’ as resemblance of its note,

The nest is placed on the shingle, or rather is actual
shingle itself, or fine sand, any slight depression serving
as a receptacle for the eggs; a few blades of grass
or withered weeds may perchance afford a scanty lining.
The eggs are four in number, Mr. Gould, it is said
erroneously, says five; they are of a yellowish colour,
finely and much narked all over, but chiefly at and about

o
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the centre and base, with dark blackish brown. The
bird rarely sits on the eggs during the day.

Male; weight, rather over one ounce and a half; length,
not quite seven inches; bill, black; from its base, to and
beyond the eye, is a black streak; iris, brown; the eye-
lids white. Forehead, white, extending broadly over
the eye and a little beyond it, over the white is a patch
of black; head on the sides, white; crown and back of
the head, rich reddish or yellowish brown, with a tinge
of grey, the former colour prevailing at the edges; neck
on the sides, and nape, white; chin and throat, white.
Breast, white, excepting a patch of black on cach side
of its upper part; back, light greyish brown.

The wings have the first feather the longest; the
shafts the darkest coloured; greater wing coverts, light
greyish brown tipped with white; lesser wing coverts,
light greyish brown; primaries, brownish black; the
shafts white, and the last with light edges; secondaries,
brownish black, tipped with white, and white at the
base; tertiaries, light greyish brown; greater and lesser
under wing coverts, white. T'he tail, greyish brown, has
the two middle feathers the longest, and dusky black
at the end, the two outer ones on each side white.
Selby says that the four centre feathers are brown, and
the three outer ones yellowish white. Probably they
vary with age. Upper tail coverts, light greyish brown;
under tail coverts, white; legs, above the knee, black,
below it, and the toes, bluish grey; claws, black.

The female has the head and neck with less of the
black, and not so clear in colour.

The young have no black marks over the white of
the forehead, or on the sides of the breast, but their
place is indicated by pale brown; the space between
the bill and the eye, and the band, yellowish brown;
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eyebrow, white. Forehead, white; crown, neck on the
back, and nape, pale ash-colour or yellowish brown.
The breast has the patch light dusky brown, itself white;
back and greater and lesser wing coverts, pale ash-coloured
brown; legs, toes, and claws, bluish black.
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GREY PLOVER.

GREY SANDTIPER.

Syuatarola cinerea, Fresive. Sginy. GouLp.
Vanellus griseus, JENYNS,
“ melanogaster, TEMMINCE.
Tringa synatarols, Peyyaxr. Modracu.
Squatarola—............7 Cinerca—Ash-coloured.

Tuis Plover is found in the north and north-cast
of Russia and Siberia; plentifully in Holland, and also
in the Ferroe Islands, Greenland, Iceland, Sweden,
Jutlund, Holstein; in Pomerania, while‘sbiﬂing ity
quarters, and then in France, Italy, Spain, Sardinia,
and the Grecian Archipelago. It occurs in the corres-
ponding part of North America—in the Fur countries, and
to the extreme north, and so far south as Pennsylvania.
Likewise in Africa—in Egypt; and in Asia, M. Tem-
minck says, in Japan, Sunda, and New Guinea; and
Dr. Horsfield, in Java. It is observed, however, that
these birds, as also others obtained from the south of
Africa, do not put on the chatacteristic summer dress,
so that I can hardly think that they can be of the
same species, though doubtless closely allied.

It occurs in England from the north to the south.

In Yorkshire, it is met with, in the winter, on the
coast, and also inland, occasionally, mnear Shefficld,
Halifax, Burnsley, and other places. A pair were scen
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by the Messrs. Tuke, on Hambleton, in the month of
June, which no doubt had a nest near, for they would
not leave the place, though watched for several hours.
They are met with on the Wolds in the autumn, In
Norfolk they are not uncommon in the same season, and
in winter, arriving rather later than the Golden Plover,
some tarrying till the latter end of May. In Cornwall,
near Falmouth, they are rare. .

In Scotland it is also met with. The neighbourhood
of Perth is one locality; and Sir William Jardine shot
a pair on the banks of one of the lochs at Lochmaben,
and has scen others frequently on the Solway—a very
likely place for such species, as those who remember
the achievements of Herries, as chronicled in “Red-
gauntlet,” will be aware. " y
~ In Orkney a pair were seen at Ellsness, in September,
1822, One was killed by Mr. Strang, in January 1834,
and another on the 27th. of February, 1844, A few
pairs are observed almost every winter.

It is found Likewise in Ireland in the winter months,

It frequents the low flats of the sea-shore, and is
but seldom seen inland, except during migration: the
former they leave when the tide comes up, for the

adjoining marshy lands.

Some of these birds remain with us throughout the
year, but the chief part move southwards for the
winter, towards, and at which season, they are seen
most usually with us, and northwards for the summer;
the former in the months of August, September, October,
and November., They migrate during the night, when,
Meyer says, they travel “at a great height in companies,
forming two lines, headed by one bird; the lines extend-
ing to the right and left.” )

They scem to do well in confinement, soon becoming
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tame and living a long time. They assemble in some
places in flocks of several hundgeds, buat usually in
small parties, and are sociable both among themselves
and with other species, unanimously keeping together
in flight. 'They are generally very shy, and except
when “caught napping,” or when young, are very dif-
ficult to approach; on their first arrival however, whether
it may be that they are fatigued after their long journey,
or have not as yet had cause for alarm, they appear
not to be so. They are sold in the markets for the
table. “The general appearance of this species is peculiar
to itself; it walks about on the ground slowly and with
grace, and stops every now and then to pick up its
food; it carries its body in a horizontal position, on
straight rcgs, and its head very close to its body, con-
sequently increasing the thick appearance of the head.”

They are said to be very good eating, and are sold
accordingly in the London and other markets.

They feed morning and evening, and roost during
the daytime, either standing or crouching down. Their
food consists of marine inseets, beetles, caterpillars, and
worms, the smaller shell-fish and the berries of the
whortle-berry and the black-berried heath.

The note Meyer likens to the word ‘tlewee,” or
‘gleewee.’

They fly low, and very quickly, and have a habit
of opening the wings before starting, which in summer
shews the jet black breast to advantage.

The eggs are dark green, spotted irregularly with
different shades of brown; the spots crowded and
confluent round the obtuse end.

Male; weight, about seven ounces; length, eleven
inches and a half; or over; bill, black; iris, very dark
brown; over the eye is a white streak. Forchead, white
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or grey, in winter white spotted with brown and grey;
sides of the head, white, with a few dusky lines; crown
and neck on the back, grey, the former less, the latter
more spotted with dusky, the shafts black; nape, brown:
black, and white; in the winter all dusky with grey edges
and tips to the feathers. Chin, throat, neck in front,
and breast, black in summer; the latter white on the
sides, bat all in winter are spotted with brown and grey,
or yellowish white, the latter colours forming angular
marks on the feathers; the breast below, white, in winter
dull white. The back has the feathers black, widely
tipped with greyish white or white; in winter dusky,
with grey edges and tips to the feathers.

The wings, about two feet in expanse, have the first
quill feather not quite half an inch longer.than the
second, and the longest in the wing; greater and lesser
wing coverts, black, all barred on the tips with white
or greyish white; primaries, dusky, the shafts white.
Montagu adds, “the inner webs more or less white, as
well as the shafts; from the fifth some white begins to
appear on the outer web down the shaft, which increases
in the next, and from the geventh to the tenth the
whole of the outer web is white except on the point.”
Secondaries, dusky; tertiaries, dusky, barred with white,
the latter on the tips of the feathers. Greater and lesser
under wing coverts, white; tail, white, barred with
numerous greyish black bars; in winter white barred
with brown, and tipped with yellowish brown; upper
tail coverts, black and white, the latter on the tips,
white in winter; under tail coverts, white; legs, toes,
the hinder one of which is very small, only rudimentary,
and lying close to the leg, and claws, greyish black.

“In spring the black feathers begin to appear on the
breast, and the birds may be observed in yarions degrees
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of change from white, with only a few black feathers,
to entire and perfect black. The breeding plumage
is generally complete by the end of May.” '

“Young birds of the year, in autumn are darker
than old birds in winter, having a larger proportion of
black above and grey below.”—Yarrell.

The full summer plamage is acquired the latter end
of May.

Sir William Jardine says “Two specimens shot a fow
years since, by the side of one of the Lochmaben lochs,
in the month of August, had the ground colour of the
upper parts very dark, and the edging and angular
spotting of the feathers nearly of the tint of sienna
yellow, sopas to cause them to appear, when first taken
up, to be the Golden Plover; the breast also had the
dark parts of the feathers much broader, and the whole
tinted over with yellowish wood brown. These were
considered to be young birds arrived from migration.”

Yo 1v. 4
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PE-WIT. TE-WIT. LAPWING., COMMON LAPWING.
CRESTED LAPWING. GREEN LAFPWING., GREEN PLUVER.
LAPWING SANDPIPER. FRENCH PIGEON,

Fanellits cristatus, Freamive, Ssrpy.
Tringa vanellus, ¢ Pexxast. MosTAcu.

Vanellus— Quare from Vannus—A fan, from the fanning
motion of the wings? Cristatus—Crestad.

Tais very beautiful bird scems to bhe spread over
the whole of the Buropean continent, from Iceland and
the Ferroe Isles, Russia, Siberia, Sweden, Denmark, and
Norway, to Italy, Prussia, Germany, Spain, Holland,
Greece, France, and Sardinia. It also is found in Afriea,
—in Egypt; and in Asia—in China, Japan, and Persia,
and thence to the Black and Caspian Seas, the Lake
Baikal and Astrachan,

It occurs throughout the whole of this country, but
least plentifully in the midland and south-western parts.

In Cornwall they are not uncommon near Swanpool
and Gwyllyn Vase, but a flock of seventeen scen mear
Pennance, January 17th., 1850, was considered an un-
usual number.

They frequent open places; heaths, commons, marshy
grounds, the sides of drains, fallow and other fields,
especially those which have not been drained. Hitherto
the low districts of Bssex, Kent, Norfolk, Cambridgeshire,
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and Lincolnshire, have furnished the largest supplies
of their cggs, for the London market; but even the last-
named county, once so proverbial for watery wastes, is
now fast becoming altogether drained, and its agriculture
has long since been second to none, so that in time
diffcrent tenants will, beyond doubt, occupy the soil
to the exclusion of others of a different class.

In Orkney they appear in great abundance in March,
and remain until the end of October, at which time
the greater number migrate sowthwards. A few how-
ever remain stationary throughout the year. They
abognd also in the Shetland Isles, In Ireland they ave
common and indigenous. .

They collect into large flocks in the antumm, the
componcnt parts thereof resolving themselves inta their
respective individualities in the spring.

Lapwings can hardly be called migratory birds, as
some are to be seen nearly throughout the year, but
at the end of February or the beginning of March
they arrive, fiest in small and then in greater numbers,
on the downs and other open places, frequenting the
same haunts annually. ‘They then pair and separate,
and so spread themselves over the face of the country.
In November, or later if the weather las been till then
open, they retire southwards, They are extremely goed
birds to eat in the autumn and winter, but indifferent
in the summer,

They are often kept in gardens, where they are very

- serviceable in devouring insects, and at the same time

ornamental. One has been known to have lived in this
half-domesticated state for fourteen years. Bewick gives
an account of one thus kept by the Rev. J. Carlyle,
vicar of Newcastle; when “winter deprived it of its usual

supply, neccssity soon compelled it to draw nearer’ the
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house, by which it gradually became familiarized to
occasional interruptions from the funily. At length a
servant, when she had occasion to go into the back
kitchen with a light, observed that the Lapwing always
uttered his cry, ‘pee-wit,’ to obtain admittance. He soon
grew more familiar; as the winter advanced he approached
as far as the kitchen, but with moch caution, as that
part of the house was generally inhabited by a dog
and a cat, whose friendship the Lapwing at length

conciliated so entirely, that it was his regular custom*

to resort to the fireside as soon as it grew dark, and
spend the evening and night with his two associates,
sitting close by them, and partaking of the comforts of
a warm fireside. As soon as spring appeared he left off
coming to the house, and betook himself to the garden;
but on the approach of winter, he had recourse to his
old shelter and his old friends, who had received him
very cordially., Security was- productive of insolence;
what was at first obtained with caution was afterwards
taken without reserve ; he frequently amused himself with
washing in the bowl which was set for the dog to drink
out of, and while he was thus employed he shewed
marks of the greatest indignation if either of his com-
pacions presumed to interrupt him.” They are restless,
watehful, and shy birds, and rarely approach houses,
or even the vicinity of trees, preferring wide and open
places. Even when roosting in the middle of the day,
some sentinels are on the look out to give timely notice
to the flack of any approaching danger.

“The Lapwing,” says Mr. Conway, “will fly round
and round, tumbling and tossing in the air, and at
the same time making the country resound with the
‘echoes of its endless ‘pee-wit!’ and thus lead the intruder
farther and farther from its nest.”  Its gyrations on these
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oceasions are such as must strike the most inattentive
passer-by, and the thoughtfol mind will watch them
with pleasing admiration. It is the male bird that is
most clamorous on these occasiox;s; the female on being
disturbed runs first from the eggs or young, and then
flies a litle way, near the ground and in silence.

The flight of the Lapwing is indicated by this, one
of its vernacular names derived from it, a rather slow
flapping of the wings. It scems at one and the same
time both laboured and light, and is seen to advantage
when the bird is chasing some prowling crow who has
come too near. In dashing and whirling about in the
air, when you by chance approach the spot where
its young or eggs are located, it frequently makes a
rushing sound with its wings, which really at times
bears a striking resemblance to the puffing of the engine
of a railway-train, beard at some distance, or against the
wind, Before taking wing it stretches the head out,
and previous to alighting skims along the ground.

In Scotland it is said to be considered as an unlucky
bird, owing to its having formerly been the means, by
hovering about the fleeing Covenanters who chanced to
disturb it, of guiding their pursuers to them: On
the other hand, it is related that the-founder of the
family of I'yrwhitt of Lincolnshire, was saved by his
followers being thus directed to him where he lay
wounded after a skirmish. “It rans swiftly, in a hori-
zontul position, with the head downwards; during which
it has a singular habit of stopping suddenly at intervals,
and putting its bill to the ground, but without picking
up anything, apparently to bring its body, as it were,
to a proper equilibrium.”  On first alighting, the wings
are stretched up on each side before being settled in
their attitude of rest. It is a fine sight to see a large
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flack of these birds wheeling about, and as they turn their
dark and their light sides towards you, now gleaming
and glanecing in the setting sun; and now shadowing
into the blackness of the dense moving mass. In the
spring season “their flight, particularly that of the male
birds, is very peculiar, being subject to a variety of
evolutions, in the course of which they frequently dart
perpendicularly upwards to a considerable height, then
throwing a summerset, as it would seem, in the air,
suddenly descend almost to the ground, along which
they course with many turnings and great veloeity, till
the same manwuvre is repeated.” I have been looking
at them the day of writing this, and though I had so
often watched them before, did so again, with increased
curiosity.

They feed on worms, slugs, caterpillars, and insects,
and this chiefly during twilight or clear nights. Bishop
Stanley says that one which a fricnd of his liad, used
to stand on one leg and beat the ground regularly with
the other, in order to frighten the worms out of their
holes. I should have thought that it would have had
a contrary cifect, but his Lordslip gives the following
as the theory ou the subject:—*Their great enemy being
the mole, no sooner do they perceive a vibration or
shaking motion in the earth, than they make the best
of their way to the surface, and thus fall into a greater
and more certain peril,”  Dr. Luthum says the same,

The well-known note of the Peewit, from whence it
derives its name, composed namely of these two syllables,
the latter uttered “erescendo,” ‘pe-wit, pewit, pe-wit,’
‘pees-wit, pees-wit,’ or *pees-weep, pees-weep,’ is one
that cannot fail to attract the ear, whether heard for
the first or the thousandth time, The Feench, in like
munner, call the bird Dixhuit. It has also a note of
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alarm or “quasi” alarm, which after listening to to-day,
L can best describe as a sort of whining sound.

The young are often hatched so soon as April, and
begin to run abont almost unmcdmtclv after being hatch-
ed. Mr. D. M. Falconer relates, in ““I'he Naturalist,”
vol. ii., p. p. 33-34, a curious instance of the parent
bird when disturbed from the nest, runuing off ‘with
an egg under her wing, a distance of two hundred
yards,

The nest is that which “Mother Earth” cupplies bv
a small and slight depression in the soil, with the addition
sometimes of a few bits of grass, heath, or rushes, and
this, perhaps, answering to the geographieal description
of an island, ‘“‘entirely surrounded by water,” on the
marshy groundl. To avoid, however, the evils attendant
on this contingency, 2 mole-hill or other slight eminence
is often chosen for a cradle. The young are not capable
of flying till nearly full-grown.

The eggs, which are, like those of most if not of all
small birds, very delicate eating, and sold in immense
numbers for the purpose, are four in number; aud so
disposed in their narrow bed as to take up the smallest
amount of room, the narrow ends pointed inwards, like
the radii of a circle, to “one common centre.” They
viry to an extraordinary degree, though generally very
much alike; some are blotted nearly all over with deep
shades of brown, A fine series will be found described
in my “Natural History of the Nests and Eggs of British
Birds." In general they are of a deep green-colour,
blotted and irregularly marked with brownish black.

They are wide at one end and taper at the other, as
is tho: case with the birds of this class. They are
hatched in fifteen or sixtcen days.

Male; weight, between seven and eight ounces; length,
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a little over a foot; bill; black; from it and proceeding
under the eye is a streak of black bent downwards;
the region about the eyes is white; iris, dark brown.
Forehead, crown, and back of the head, black glossed
with green, ending in a crest of six or seven narrow long
black feathers, with a slight upward curve, capable of
being raised nearly straight up or depressed at pleasure:
they are as mucH as three inches long or even more. Head
on the sides, neck on the back and sides, white, sometimes
speckled with black and brown; nape, olive brown;
chin, throat, neck in front, and breast on its upper
part, black glossed with green, on its lower, white;
the chin and throat white in winter. Back above, olive
green, glossed with copper-colour and purple; in winter
it has less of the gloss and purple, and the feathers
are margined with reddish white; on its lower part it
is ended by a narrow band of chesnut.

The wings, very much rounded, have the first fea-
ther shorter than the fourth, but longer than the fifth,
the second and third equal in length, and the longest
in the wing; greater and lesser wing coverts, olive
green, glossed with green, copper-colour, and purple:
primaries, black, but the first three or four greyish
white at the end; secondaries, black over the ends,
at the base white; tertiaries, green, glossed with greem,
copper-colonr, and purple. The tail, rather short, i3
_white on the inner part, rich black on the outer, but
the white prevailing more over the two or three out-
side feathers, the extreme one almost entirely white,
having only a greyish black spot near the tip of the
outer web, the tail has the tip narrowly white. Upper
tail coverts, pale reddish chesnut; under tail coverts,
paler fawn-colour. Legs and toes, dull orange purple
brown; claws, black,
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The female generally resembles the male, but the
crest is shorter—not much more than half the length,
and she is somewhat duller in tint. The mark between
the bill and the eye, and the crown, degp brown; chin
and throat, white. ‘The back in winter has the feathers
narrowly tipped with yellowish white.

I'he young, when first hatched, are covered with a
dark yellowish down with a mixture of brown, and
afterwards have the feathers on the upper parts edged
with buff; when fledged and in the first year, the crest
is very short, the streak below the eye dusky, the whole
plumage edged with yellowish brown. Legs and toes,
grey with a pink tinge.

Varieties- have occurred white, cream-coloured, and
dun-coloured.

VoL, Iv, X



TURNSTONE.

COMMON TUR.\'SI.‘ONB. HEBRIDAT SANDPIPER.

- .

Strepsilas interpres, FremiNg, SELDBY:
Dringa G Lixxxvs.

“  morinella, TaNN®mUs.
Arenaria cinerea, Brissox.
Morinellus marizius, Rav.

Strepsilas.  Strepho—To turn. Laas—A stone. * Inferpres—
An interpreter. I conjecture from the bird's habit of
careful investigation, and turning over, as & tranglator
does in the case of the words of a book.

Tup geographical range of this species  is  wide,
extending to all the four great divisions of the globe.
On the European continent it is plentiful in Iceland,
the Ferroe Islands, Russia, Norway, Sweden, and Den-
mark, Greenland, and Nova Zembla; and with us in
Shetland, where it breeds, staying throughout the year.
It has also been observed at Madeira, and in Africa—
in Senegal, it is said, and several other parts; so far
south as the Cape of Good Hope. In Asia, it is in-
cluded among the birds of Japan, and has been procured
from Sunda, the Molucea Islands, New Guinea, and in
India, near Madras; as also from New Holland. Selby
says, that the species from the American continent is
in every respect similar to our own, and Sir William
Jardine has received the young from the West Indies,
from the Island of Tobago. E
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In North America, it occurs in various parts even of
the extreme north, on the shores of the Arctic Sea, and
so also in the opposite direction, even to the bleak and
barren Straits of Magellan, the pussage through which
can never, it seems at least to me, be dissociated
from the recollection of “Lord Anson’s voyage round
the world,” a remnant of whose famous ship the “Cen-
turion,” it occurs to me as I write, to mention, 1 have
hung against my wall among other relics, as being also
one of the first of H. M. 8., that my father went to
sea inj—‘ignoscas recordationis benevolens lector.”

In Yorkshire I have seen them on Filey Brigg, that
is, Bridge, the base of an ancient cliff; formerly extant,
but long since washed into the sea, and which at low
water, is dry for a considerable distance. The species
has also been known at the mouth of the Tees, and
on other parts of the coast, preferring rocky places.
Littoral birds, they frequent the sea-shore, but are at
times met with on the banks of the larger rivers and
lakes.

The Rev. R. P. Alington has met with it, though
but rarely, on the Lincolnshire side of the Humber.
In Norfolk it is found, but not in large numbers,
arriving in the autumn, and retiring again in spring,
in the former in August, and in the latter it has been
observed so late as the 26th. of May. In Cornwall,
near Falmouth, it is rare. It occurs also in Wales.

This is another of our winter visitants, arriving the
end of August, and departing in March, April, or May;
in the one case in anticipation of the praduction of
a family, and in the other after that event. The
young, when full grown, quit, in most localities, the
place of their birth, and in company with their parents,
move southwards along the coast. These, for the mast
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part, compose the small flocks of Turnstones that are
seen.

They are birds of sociable habits, both among
themselves, and towards different kinds, but are shy,
othierwise, of approach. They may, however, easily be
tamed, and kept in confinement: one has been known
to eat out of the hand. They appear to be fond of
bathing. The parents exhibit great attachment to their
young, but, as is the case with another species, their
too great fondness is sometimes the ruin of their off-
spring, their cries of distress at the approach of an intruder
directing attention to them. The like cause produces
great pugnacity in them towards other larger sea-fowl;
and especially towards the predatory Gulls, who have
a natural inclination for the eggs of other kinds.

A curious circumstance is mentioned in the “Zoologist,”
page 2652, by Mr., James C. Garth, of one of these
birds having been shot out of a flock of pigeons, and
also quite inland, namely, near Knaresborough, in the
West Riding, in October, 1849; it was a young one.
The following much more extraordinary occurrence is
narrated by Mr. Edward, in the same magazine, pages
3077-8-9:—

“Passing along the sea-shore on the West of Banff,
I observed on the sands, at a considerable distance
before me, two birds beside a large looking object.
Knowing by their appearance, that they did not belong
to the species which are usually met with in this quar-
ter, I left the beach, and proceeded along the adjoining
links, an eminence of shingle intervening, until 1 con-
cloded that I was about opposite to the spot where
the objects of my search were employed. Stooping
down with my gun upon my back, prepared for action,
I managed to crawl throngh the bents and across the
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shingle for a considerable way, when I at length came
in sight of two little workers, who were busily en-
deayvouring to turn over a dead fish, which was fully
six times their gize. I immediately recognised them
as. T'urnstones. Not wishing to disturb them, anxious
at the same time to witness thetr operations, and observing
that a few paces nearer them there was a deep hollow
amongst the shingle, T contrived® to creep into it
unobserved.

I was now distant from them but about ten yards;
and had a distinct and unobserved view of all their move-
ments. In these there was evinced that extraordinary
degree of sagacity and perseverance, which comes under
the notice only of those who watch the habits of the
lower creation with patience and assiduity; and which,
when fully and accurately related, are not unfrequently
discredited by individuals, who, although fond of
Natural History, scem inclined to believe that anything
in regard to animals must necessarily be false, or at
least the result of ignorance; unless it has been recorded
in books which are considered as of authority on the
subject. But to return: having got fairly settled down
in my pebbly observatory, I turned my undivided
attention to the birds before me. These were boldly
pushing at the fish with their bills and then with their
brensts: their endeavours, however, were in vain—the
object remained immovable. On this they both went
round to.the opposite side, and began to scrape away
the sand from close beneath the fish.” After removing
a considerable quantity, they again came back to the
spot which they bad left, and went once more to work
with their bills and breasts, but with as lirtle appa-
rend success as formerly, Nothing daunted, however,
they ran round a eecond time to the other side, and
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recommenced their trenching operations, with a sceming
determination not to be baffled in their object, which
evidently was to undermine the dead animal before
them, in order that it might be the more easily
overturned. .

While they were thus employed, and after they had
laboured in this manner, at both sides alternately, for
nearly half an hout, they were joined by another of
their own species, which came flying with rapidity from
the neighbouring rock. Tts timely arrival was hailed
with evident signs of joy. I was led to this conclusion
from the gestures which they exhibited, and from a low
but pleasant murmuring noise to which they gave
utterance as soon as the new comer made his appear-
ance; of their feelings he scemed to be perfectly aware,
and he made his reply to them in a similar strain.
Their mutual congratulations being over, they all three
fell to work, and after labouring vigorously for a few
minutes in removing the sand, they came round to the
other side, and putting their breasts simultaneously to
the fish, they succeded in raising it some inches from
the sand, but were unable to turn it over: it went
down again to its sandy bed, to the manifest disap-
pointment of the three. Resting however, for a space,
and without moving from their respective positions,
which were a little apart the one from the other, they
resolved, it appears, to give the matter another trial
Towering themselves with their breasts close to the
sand, they managed to push their bills underneath the
fish, which they made to rise to about the same height
as  before; afterwards, withdrawing their bills; but
without losing the advantage they had gained, they
applied their breasts to the object. This they did with
sueh force, and to such purpose, that at length it went
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over, and rolled several yards down a slight declivity.
Tt was followed to some distance by the birds themselves,
before they could recover their bearing. They returned
eagerly to the spot from whence they had dislodged
the obstacle which had so long opposed them; and
they gave unmistaken proof, by their rapid and con-
tinued movements, that they were enjoying an ample
repast as the reward of their industrious and praise-
worthy labour.

I was so pleased and even delighted with the sagacity
and perseverance which they had shown, that 1 should -
have considered myself as guilty of a crime had I
endeavoured on the occasion to take away life from
these interesting beings at the very moment when they
were exercising, in a manner so happy for themselves,
the wonderful instincts implanted in them by their
great and ever merciful Creator. When they appeared
to have done and to be satisfied, I arose from wmy
place of concealment. On examining the fish, I found
it to be a specimen of the common cod; it was nearly
three feet and a half long, and it had been embedded
in the sand to about the depth of two inches.”

Meyer observes, “The general appearance of the
Turnstone is very handsome, owing as much to its
figure as to its gay apparel; its motions on the ground
are graceful and dexterous, it runs much like the Lap-
wing, every now and then stopping short to rest or pick
up food, especially when it has reached any elevation,
either large or small; it is able to run very fast, and
docs so when pursued before it takes wing., Its flight
ig elegant and quick, performed generally with half-ex-
tended wings that are considerably curved; its evolutions
are very dexterous, skimming ecither close over the
water or the ground, and yising highin the air it seems
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to depart, when, on a sndden, it returns again to the
spot.”’  They run swiftly.

Their food consists of marine insects and their larva,
beetles, and small crustacea, and these are obtained, either
among the sea-weed, or the rocks left dry at low water,
by turning over stones on the beach with the beak—
whence the name of the bird. During the time of high
water, too, they resort to the lands that border on the
shore, and there pick about in search of beetles, worms,
and other such. .

The note, uttered frequently when flying, is a clear
twittering or whistling cry.

The time of breeding is about the middle of June:

‘They lay their eggs on sandy and rocky coasts, both
where a stunted vegetation- obtains, and where sterility
alone is the characteristic of the scene. They appear
to have no tie to any previously-tenanted situation, but
choose a new summer residence, like other tribes, if so
it soit them, year after year. The nest is sometimes
placed under the shelter of a stone, rock, plant, or
other break in the surface, and at other times on the
mere rock, sand, or shingle. It is but some trifling
hollow, natural or scraped out for the purpose, lined,
perhaps, with a few dry blades of grass, or leaves.

The eggs, four in number, vary much in colour and
markings, some being of a green olive ground, and
others of a brown olive colour; some much and others
only a little spotted, principally about the obtuse end,
with dark grey, olive brown, and black, or reddish
brown of two shades. They are cleverly concealed.

'Fhe bird has an elegant picbald sppearance, but in
winter the colours are more dull. They vary very much
in plumage according to age and the season of the year,
intermediate shades occurring in each gradation of change.
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In the spring they are very beantifal, but in August
begin to lose their brilliancy. Male; weight, rather
more than four ounces; lcuglh,‘nine inches and a little
over; bill, thick at the base, black, strong, and turned
a little upwards. The upper mandible is rather longer
than the lower one. Iris, dark brown; below it iz a
black patch, which curves upwards to the base of the
lower bill, encircling a white spot at the base of the
upper one; backwards it goes downwards to meet another
which originates at the base of the lower bill; behind
the eye is a small black streak or mark; over the eye
is white. Forchead, black, reaching to the eye on each
side in the line aforesaid; crown, white, with black
feather shafts; neck on the back, white, on the sides
rich black; nape, white; chin, white. Throat, rich black,
from which a black collar extends backwards to the back
of the neck, where that from each side meets. Breast
above, rich black, partly separated from the black of
the throat by a white patch or spot, below white; back
above, black, intermixed with red rust-coloured feathering,
forming irregular rows; below white, with a bar of black
over the tail coverts.

The wings have the first quill feather a little longer
than the second, mnd the longest; underneath they are
white; the axillary plume white; greater wing coverts,
black, edged with red or dark brown orange, and tipped
with white, but the whole plumage varies much with
the scason of the year. Tn like manner the lesser wing
coverts are dusky and dark red, the edges pale; pri-
maries, greyish black, the shafts white at the base;
secondaries with broad white tips, forming a distinct
bar: across the wings; tertiaries, long, and nearly black,
tipped and spotted with red, or dark brownish orange.
Tail, at the "base, white, the remainder greyish black,
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tipped with white, with the exception of the two middle
feathers; the outer feather is white; upper tail coverts,
white. TLegs and toes, rich orange red; tlaws, black,
“the hind toe articulated on the inner surface of the
tarsus, and directed inwards towards the other leg, not
backwards as in most other birds”” The three front
toes are connected at their base by a short membrane.

The female closely resembles the male, but the colours
are not so distinct or bright, and the white on the head
and neck is less pare.

“In young birds of the year the whole of the plumage
of the upper surface of the body, and round the throat
in front, is dull brownish black; the feathers of the
body edged with yellowish white; those of the wing
coverts and tertials edged with reddish buff' colour; the
chin, breast, and under tail coverts, white; the legs and
toes, pale orange.”
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SANDERLING.
y : CURWILLET. TOWILLY.
Arenaria calidris, Govrn. s
% unlgaris, . S‘ngnn&. N
Calidris arenaria, = Tenuxcs., Jexyss.
Charadrivs calidris, PENNANT. S,
o rubidus, GuRLrs.
. ':r'

Arenaria. Arera—Sand—Sea-shore. Calidris—.......... o

Tuis is a bird of very pleasing appearance, and tol-
erably well known on most of the sandy shores of Great
Britain and Ireland, as well as at times met with by
the side of inland waters.

It appears in Iceland, Greenland, Siberia, Sweden,
Denmark, Norway, and other parts of the north of our
continent, as well as in the south, in France, Germany,
Italy, and Holland; also in Labrador, and other arctie’
regions of America, and in the North Georgian Islands.

. It goes, on the other hand, as far south as Mexico and

the Brazils, and is met with likewise in northern Africa,
and in Asia on the shores of the Black Sea, and the
lakes and rivers of Persia, and in Japan, it is said, and
in Sundn'zmd New Guinea,

The Sanderling is not very unfrequent on the English
shores, throughout the island; seventeen were shot in
one day, October 12th,, 1846, in some stormy weather,
in the neighbourhood of Brighton, but sot one specimen,
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says Mr. Thomas Th8rncroft, writing to me on the 29th.
of May, 1850, has occurred there sinte. In Yorkshire
they have been met at the mouth of the Tees; also near
Burlington, and along the coast, generally in the autumn.
In Cornwall, near Falmouth, they are uncommon. In
Norfolk they occur, but only in limited numbers; most
are seen in the spring and autumn. It has been noticed
as late as the last week in May.

In Scotland it is also known. Charles St. John, Esq.
records it as ocecurring in Sutherlandshire; Sir William
Jardine on the banks of the Solway Firth; and the late
William Thompson, Esq., of Belfast, in Ircland.

'This species occasionally visits Orkney during winter,
or carly in spring. It has been observed at Scapa, at
Orphir, and in Hoy.

Tt breeds in the north, but some have been met with
here in the summer season, as, for instance, in the Mull
of Cantyre on the 2nd. of June. Tt migrates in April,
and in Angust or September, and is related to do so
in the night, and principally along the seca-shores, or
across the sea itself. Possibly those which are met with
here in the former of the two latter months, as well as
others, may have been with us, in some part of the
island, all the year.

They go in small focks and also consort, not umusually,
with the Dunlin, as also occasionally with the smaller
of the Plovers, but this seemingly when their own
numbers are few, keeping with them on the ground,
and accompanying them in their flights. They sometimes
however assembledn flocks of several hundred igdividuals,
and then their own company suffices them. If forced by
any sudden alarm to separate, they re-unite again as
speedily as they can. They are very sociable and friendly
birds, gentle and pleasing, and are casily kept in con-
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finement; neither in their wild state are they at all ¢hy,
but quietly permit a near approach. They are very
active and busy in their motions, running about much,
with ease and swiftness, over «the same ground, in search
of food. They roost frequently in a sitting position.

The flight of the Sanderling is both graceful and
strong, and when the bird moves from place to place
it follows the course of the shore, a little above the
surface of the water. *““When it alights it sails a short
distance, and then flutters-a little before touching the
ground in order to break its descent.”

They move about, when feeding, in a horizontal
position, the head and neck lowered, and the former
drawn yery close in upon the shoulders: they run very
swiftly. :

They feed on small marine worms, insects, and larvee,
to be found on the beach, which they procure by prob-
ing with their bills in the soft sand; and also on shrimps,
sandhoppers, and other crustacea and minute shell-fish,
and other “treasures of the deep;” with which they
swallow a little gravel. They become very fat, and are
considered fine eating.

The note is only a “pit, pit.’

The nest is said to be placed in marshy places, and
formed in a rude manner of grass.

The eggs are described as being four in number, of
a dusky colour spotted with black.

Male; weight, about two ounces; length, about eight
inches; bill, black—between it and the eye is a dusky
space, which in winter becomes a <small black spot;
the feathers at the base of the beak white. Iris, brown;
over it is a buff-coloured*streak, wlite in winter; the
head on the sides, white, spotted with dusky and rufous;
the erown, neck on the back, and nape, have the fea-
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thers black in the centre, edged with pale rufous, in
some white; on the sides the neck is covered with small
spots of rufous and black on a white ground, the shafts
also of these feathers being blac}-&iah‘brqwn; on the
back und the nape, much the same: in winter, all thesc
back parts are grey with dusky *shafts to the feathers.
Chin, throat, and upper part of the breast, white or
greyish white, spotted more or less with rufous and
black—in winter all white; breast below, white. The
back has the feathers black edged with rufous, on the

lower part dusky, barred with cinereous and with rufous

edges to the feathers; in winter white on the sides.
The wings have the first quill feather a little longer
than the second, and the Jongest in the wing—under-
neath they are white; the axillary plume white. Greater
and lesser wing coverts, dusky, with the centres of the
feathers darkest: the former, in winter, are broadly
tipped with white, forming a bar across the wing.
Primaries, brotnish black on the outer web, greyish
white on the inner, the shafts white; secondaries blackish
brown, with broad white tips, forming a bar acroes the
wings; tertiarics, also blackish brown edged with pale
rufous. Tuil, caneated, greyish white, the middle feathers
greyish black margined with white, and rather pointed;

upper tail coverts, duslky. Legs and toes, bluish black;

claws, black. The toes underneath are flattened.

The female is rather larger than the male.

“In the first or nestling plumage, the forehead, eye
streak, cheeks, and throat, are white, At the lower part
of the neck is a zone of pale cream or yellowish white,
which passes into light ash grey upon the upper part

of the breast: wunder parts of the body white. Crown

of the head, black, margined and spotted with palé'bﬁﬂ";
nape and Lind part of the neck, pale ash grey, with
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darker streaks; mantle and scapulars, black, margined
“and spotted with white. Tertials, hair brown, margined
with greyish white. Quills and tail, as in the winter
plumage of the &lul; bird, Legs, deep grey.”—Selby.

Mr. Yarrell observes “The appearance of the San-
derling in spring, when in change to the plumage of
summer, is prettier than at any otfier season; each
feather on the upper surface of the body exhibits a
portion of black in the centre, edged partly with rufous,
and partly with the remains of the white peculiar to
winter; by degrees the white edging gives place to the
red; the neck in front becomes speckled, but the under
surface of the body remains white all the year.”

“A female killed at the end of August, has the upper
surface of the body darker than in the spring, but
mixed with dull black, some red, and greyish white;
almost all the red colour of the breeding-season has
disappeared, but the autumn moult having commenced,
a few of the greyish white feathers of the winter plu-
mage appears intermixed with the faded remains of the
tints of summer.”

“In winter the plumage on the upper surface of the
body is of a very light ash grey, almost white, the
shaft of each feather forming a darker streak; carpal
portion of the wing and the primary quill feathers almost
- black. Tail feathers, ash-colour edged with white; chin,
throat, and all the under surface of the body, white;
beak, legs, toes, and claws, black.”

The full winter plumage is obtained by the end of
October. Previous to that time, the Rey. Leonard Jenyns
gives the following as the description of the young
bird :—“Feathers on the crown of the head, back,
scapulars, and wing coverts, black edged and spotted
with yellowish; between the bill and the cye a cinereous
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brown streak; mnape, sides of the neck, and sides of

the breast, pale grey, with fine undulating streaks;®

forehead, throat, fore part of the neck, and all the
under parts, pure white; wings and tail as in the
adualt.”
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OYSTER-CATCHER.

PIED OYSTER-CATCHER. SEA PIE. OLIVE.

THlematopus ostralsqus, Pexxast. Mostice.
*  Belonii, WirLveiny,

IHaematoprs, (H)atma—Blood, Pous—A fool.  Ostralegus.
Ostraa—An Oyster LZego—To collect.

Tuis fine and handsome bird is well known on the
coast in many parts of England and Treland, from the
Scilly Tslands to the extreme north. In Europe, its range
extends from the southern countries—Holland, France,
and Spain, to Denmark, Sweden, Norway, Russia,
Siberia, Kamtschatka, the Ferroe Isles and Iceland. In
Asia, it is described as occurring in Japan, and in Africa,
as far as Senegal, and in America, also from Hudson’s
Bay to the Bermudas.

In Yorkshire, Mr. Allis reports, on the authority of
Mr Eddison, that it is, though rarely, met with near
Huddersficld, and that two were obtained on Slaithwaite
and Marsden moors, in winter, near the reservoirs. In
other parts of the kingdom too it has occurred inland.
Four are recorded o have been met with at Godalming,
in Surrey, and one also at Oatlands by the Thames,
fifty miles from the sea. James Hurley, Esq. gives it
as occasionally occurring on the banks of the Trent,
and mentions a paic killed at Melbourne Pool, on the

borders of Leicestershire, in January, 1838, They scem
YOI. 1Iv. Rl

Tat
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to be the most numerous on the Lincalnshire coast near
Skeagness, and other parts. On the Norfolk coast it is
common throughout the year, breeding there, as it also
does in the Fern Tslands, on the coast of Northumber-
land, and in Scotland, in Sutherlandshire, and elsewhere.
Tt has been known to breed several miles inland, as
much as twenty-five, or thirty, or more, namely, on the
banks of the Don, in Scotland, and up as high as Kild-
rummy; likewise at Ballindalloch,  Dr, Fleming, too,
relates that it breeds “down by the Tummel,” at Mou-
lincarn, between Dunkeld and Blair Athol; and Sir

William Jardine has scen them on the Tweed as high'

up as Dryburgh. :

In Orkney this species continues the whole year; a
few additional birds, however, generally arrive in spring.
In Shetland it is also numerous, as well as in the
Hebrides or Western Islands.

They are scldom seen inland, though that is the case
sometimes, but are principally to be noticed on the
rocky shores of inlets, and the sand banks of bays and
creeks, and mud-covered flats, where scant gases of
vegetation znd moist patches are interspersed. One was
shot on the River Wey, near Guildford, Surrey, on the
23cd. of March, 1845.

‘I'hey are oceasionally migratory to some extent, namely,
in very inclement weather, but otherwise appear to be
stationary. In the former case, flocks of several hundreds
move together at a great height, both by night and by
day, the body forming two sides of a triangle, the whole
led by one bird.. Their voices at such times are Leard
in the distance, and the more so if the regular line
. happens to be broken.

In winter they unite in small flocks, which again in
spring divide into pairs, but several of these resort 1o
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the same breeding-places. The male bird keeps watch
while the hen is sitting, and gives notice by a loud
shrill whistle of the supposed approach of any danger.
The hen, if need be, silently quits the nest, and after
muking a circuit to deceive as to its situation, joins her
partner, and both unite together in endecavouring to
decoy away the supposed enemy with loud cries, flying
round and round him, often very near. Any such,
however, that are winged, as, for instance, a Crow, Rook,
or Skua-Gull, they are quick to give notice of the
approach of, and attack and drive away from the neigh-
bourhood with blows from their powerfal bills. They
nre tameable birds, and will associate with domestic
poultry. Tn their wild state, too, they play about in a
lively manner with their own and other species, and at
times enter into contests, attacking fearlessly even such
as are larger than themselves. They are watchful and
shy in their habits, avoiding betimes any suspicious
intruders.

They run about in an casy manner, and also, if
necessary, with great rapidity, and can both swim and
dive, the former not unfrequently, for short distances,
when seeking for food; but the latter, for the most part,
only if alarmed. The young too evince the same habits,
and run about almost immediately after being hatched.
They fly strongly, and sail for some short distance
before pitching down.

They feed in the mornings and evenings, and at night,
on various shell-fish—muscles, limpets, and other crustacea
worms, and marine insects. For disloMlging the former
their strong and wedge-shaped bill is admirably adapted.
They roost during the day, standing either on one or
both legs on a stone, rock, or bank. While the tide
covers their feeding-places they repair to the neighbour-
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ing corn and other fields, which they again quit for
their more natnral resorte as soon as permitted,

They are extremely noisy during the time that they
have young, screaming loudly, or scolding in their
defence. Meyer says, “the call-note of the bird in
question sounds most like the word ‘quip® or ‘whip,”
uttered in a very high tone, and repeated several timés
when on the wing; the concert is generally begun by
one bird in a moderate ‘tempo,” which increases to
“allegro,” and finally ‘presto, presto,’ being joined by an
inereased number of voices.until all unite in the chorus.”?

The nest is placed among gravel or stones, or among
grass near the sea bank, in situations above high-water
mark, where these materials of building are at hand,
and the bird seems to be especially partial to a mixture
of broken shells, which it carefully collects together
and places in a slight hollow in the ground, using
considerable care in their disposition. Several nests
appear to be made, sometimes, before the architect can
fushion one to give perfect satisfaction; many nests are also
placed in contignity to each other, intermixed too, it
may be, with those of other aquatic birds. Some have
heen met with on the top of isolated rocks, at a height
of from ten to fifteen feet from the ground. In lieu
of shells small pieces of stone or gravel are selected,
and the whiter they are the better they seem to please,
Incubation lasts about three weeks,

The eggs are four in number, and of a yellowish
stone-colour, spotted with grey, ‘brown, and brownish
Black. They have been found variously in April, May,
June, and July, so that it would appear that two broods
are reared in the year. The eggs are disposed with
their small ends inwards,

The young birds run soon after they are hatched,
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and are very active. If pursued they hide their heads
in the first hole they come to, as if thinking, like the
Ostrich, that if they cannot szee you, you cannot sce
them.

Male; weight, abont sixteen or seventeen onnces;
length, a little over one foot four inches, or from that
to one foot five, or Sir William Jardine savs, to one
foot seven inches; the bill, which is three inches long,
is of a deep orange yellow colour at the base, and paler
towards the tip, which is much compressed; iris, crimson
red; the eyelids reddish orange, below the eye is a small
white spot in the awtumnal and winter months. Head,
crown, neck on the back and sides, in front, and the
nape, black, of a glossy velvet appearance; chin, throat,
and the breast above, glossy velvet black, the latter
below, white; in winter there is a white gorget more
or less developed on the {ront of the neck, begun to be
assumed in the autumn, and worn till the spring. Back,
above, glossy velvet black, with a reflection of green
and bluish ash-colour; below, white.

The wings have the first quill feather about half an
inch longer than the second, and at the same time the
longest in the wing—underneath they are white, the
axillary plume also white; they expand to the width of
two feet cight inches; greater wing coverts, white on
the tips, forming a broad bar over the wing; lesser wing
coverts, glossy velvet black; primaries, dusky black, with
part of their inner webs white, in the shape of an ob-
long spot towards the 1ip; secondaries and tertiaries, black
with a reflection of green and bluish ash-colour; greater
and lesser under wing coverts, white. ‘Tail, white on
the inner half, black on the outer; upper tail coverts,
white. Legs and toes, pale purple reddish, deeper
colonred with the season; claws, dusky black.
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In the winter, the plumage is not so clear and
bright. %

The male and female are alike. They are said to
moult both in spring and autumn,

The young are at first beauntifully mottled over with
greyish brown down. In their first year’s plumage
they have the bill yellowish brown, tinged with orange,
the back and wing coverts margined with brown, and the
white is not so pure; the feet are greyish white tinged
with pink. The white gorget is not put on till the
second winter.

Sir William Jardine says that hé has seen specimens
of a dull white or fawn-colour.

The plate is taken from a design by the Rev. R. P.
Alington.
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CRANE.
COMMON CRANE.

Grus cinered, Freava, Senpy.
. Avden grus, PexxaNt. MoxtaGU:

Grus—A Crane, Clinerca—Ash-coloured.

Tk great numbers of these birds said in old chronicles
and records to have been formerly served up at the
table, inclines me to think that as the Heron is even
now continually called a Crane, so it may have been
often in reality the species thus spoken of; any of
the Heron tribe being indiscriminately classed as a
Crane. No doubt, however, it was formerly much
more numerous than of late; and now it is indeed a
very rare and casual visitor.

The Crane pertains to Russia and Siberia, Lapland,
Sweden, Finland, and Norway; Mecklenberg, Thuringia,
Tarkey, Greece, Pomerania, Poland, Prussia, and is found
i Holland occasionally in hard winters; and at the “cer-
tain scasons™ of migration, Mr. Gould says that flocks of
these great birds are to be scen in France and Ger-
many, travelling northwards or southwards as the case
may be, high in the air, and marshalled for ‘the route’
which kas been given them. Their clear sonorous
voices aloft resound below, and direct the eye to them.
Sometimes they are tempted to deseend to feed in
newly-rown fields, or marshes, or on the borders of rivers,
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or the shores of the sea; but generally thoy are
diverted by no attraction from their one main object,
but steadily wing their way to the distant country
which they have in view, although they cannot see it,
and to which they are directed by the Gurear Kixa.

At these times they are also obseryed at Corfu, and
other islands of the Mediterrancan. Cranes nlso océ,m-
in Africa—namely in Egypt, and other parts—even at
the Cape of Good Hope; and in Asia—in Asia Minor,
in the regions between the Black Sea and the Caspian
Sea, in Arabia, Syria, Persia, China, Hindostan, and
in Japan. )

In Cambridgeshire one was obitained, accordiﬁg to
Pennant, in the year 1773; and Ray mentions that in
his time large flocks of these birds visited the fens
during the winter months. Aldrovandus speaks of their
having formerly bred in that county, and Willughby
also corroborates the fact. Now, however, they are
no longer scen, and need no longer be looked for
there; the Fens are no longer fens, and any unfor-
tunate Crane who shounld visit the haunts of his ances-
tors, would find himself sadly “out of his element,”
and that “with a vengeance” from some ruthless gun-
ner. How the birds must excerate the memory of the
man that invented gunpowder, and thus saperseded the,
to them, comparatively harmless use of the bow and
arrow! In Norfolk, one, a fomale, was shot at Kirkley,
pear Lowestoft, in the month of April, 1845: they
were formerly, says Sir Thomas Browne, often seen
in that district in hard winters. One was shot at
Peyensey, in Sussex, in May, 1849. In the same
year, about the end of December, one, apparently a
young bird, in Notfolk, at Martham. TIn Deévonshire,
one was obtained in September, 1826, in the parish of

e
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Buckland Monachorum, near Plymouth. In Oxfordshire,
onc in December, 1830, and another, it is said, at
Chimneyford, on the Isis, in December, 1831.

Sir Robert Sibbald mentions the occurrence of the
Crane in Orkney; and Sic William Jardine, Bart., says
that it has occarred there recently. Dr. Fleming states
that a small flock was seen in Tingwall in the autumn
of 1807. Mr. Dunn also mentions two having been shot
in Zetland in 1831 and 1832; and a small flock had
previously been seen there, one of which was shot, in
the antumn of 1807.

In Ireland it was met with during the great frost in
1739.

They migrate both by day and night, in the spring
and autamn, halting to rest, for the most part, in the
middle of the day. The autumnal migration takes place
between the 12th. and the 20th. of October, and the
same line of flight appears to be closely kept each
successive year. The spring migration to their building-
grounds takes place from the middle of March or the
middle of April, according to the forwardness or back-
wardness of the season. In fine weather they proceed
leisurely, but if a change is brooding, accelerate their
movements. It is said that they never fly due north and
south, but rather east and west. Excepting at the times
of migration, Cranes are only seen singly, or in pairs;
but at those seasons they collect in large flocks of several
thousands, subdividing into groups of from twenty to
sixty, one of the largest and strongest birds heading
cach of these, spread out behind him into two diverging
lines, each group keeping near together. They affect
lowland and flat countries, resorting in summer to
morasses, or any damp and moist places, wading about

on the insecure ground in search of food, which they
yoL 1v. N
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also seck at times in the neighbouring cultivated lands.
It is said, however, that they prognosticate a dry season,
and in anticipation of such do not resort to their
accustomed haunts, as if aware that these would no
longer afford them the necessary protection, owing to
their dried state.

In fine weather they may not unfrequently be seen
sailing overhead, as if enjoying the pastime; sometimes
they ascend to a great height until no longer visible.
'They are by nature shy birds, and for the most part
apparently sedate and pensive, but on some occasions
addict themselves to playing and gambolling about in‘an
odd and curious manner. ‘They are very watchful, and
sentinels give dae notice of the propinquity of any danger.
Their manners are intellizent, their gait majestic, their
form being robust and at the same time well proportioned:
they are striking and noble-looking birds. They roost
on the ground, flying round and round first to reconnoi-
tre the position before trusting themselves to alight, and
this on some open place from whence a good look out
may be kept. They seldom perch on trees or buildings.

If leaving her nest the Crane creeps along for a great
distance in a stooping position, before shewing herself
in flight, so that, in addition to the difficulty imposed
by its position, the nest is not easily found.

Among themselves they are very sociable, and never
quarrel one with another, or with other kinds. They
are easily tamed, and soon become attached to those
who take care of them. They are, however, susceptible
of anger, and when provoked become dangerous.

Meyer writes, “Brehm relates some iateresting particu-
lars of a pair of Crancs which he had procured when
the birds were only a few days old.  This pair of Cranes,
n male and a female, Lecame soon tame, attached
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themselves to their keeper, and came when called by
their respective names. Their lodging was in the farm-
yard, where they very soon took the lead, settled the
quarrels of their companions, and punished the offenders
according to circamstances. ‘They exacted respect and
kept up their own dignity, ruling over bulls, cows,
foals, etc., but deciining at all times to interfere with
the pigs. When their master walked out, they accom-

.panied him wherever he went; and as they were not

sufficiently pinioned to prevent theic .ﬂying, they
sometimes remained out for the whole day, although they
invariably returned home at night. When a flight of
wild Cranes passed over, the two birds alluded to never
showed so much as a wish to follow them. When the
mnl'e met with an accident in breaking his wing, the
female behaved with the most sensible affection, never
leaving her mate for a single instant while he was ill:
nor would she allow any stranger to approach him,
until he was able again to go about with her. Not
long after the female met with an injury which ended
fatally. The male showed his grief in return, by going
abont and gcreaming most piteously, and trying to raise
up his sister; and after her corpse was removed the
survivor went to look for her in every corner of the
house, ran up and down stairs, and stopped at closed doors
until they were opened to let him in, in order to satisfy
his scarch.:  Not finding her anywhere, he left the
farm-yard for two or three days, then again was found,
quite disconstolate and decjected in the grounds, and
allowed himself to be driven into his stall, where he
stayed for a length of time. When the bird became
full-grown he continued to shew a wonderful share of
cleverness, far beyond any other feathered species.
For want of a companion this Crane attached himself *
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to the bull of the farm-yard, which lc accompanicd
wherever he went; marching beside the bull, or standing
by when the animal grazed, and keeping off the flics.
He followed him in and out of the stable, and when
the bull did not make his appearance soon enough in
the morning, the Crane went to fetch his companion
out. At times when the bull stood still for some time
in the meadow, the Crane would run a little in advance
and begin to chase round about him for amusement;
then again he would turn suddenly back and come to
meet him, bowing most profoundly: and this became a
frequent amusement to the inhabitants of the village,
through which the couple passed on their way home
in the afternoon of a summer’s day.

Some time after the Crane became as serviceable as
a shepherd’s dog to the kine, and would not allow a
single animal to stray from the rest. When horses were
being harnessed for the plough, or put to any carriage,
the Crane placed himself before them, and made them
stand quiet until the driver was on the box or had the
reins in his hands. It was of no use for the horses
to attempt to move on, for the bird punished them
sorely with blows from his bill, or spreading out his
wings stopped the way. The greatest attachment was
shewn by this Crane to the cook of the family, who
was in the habit of feeding the bird; and he made it -
a rule mot to go to bed until she took him up under
her arm, and conveyed him to his sleeping department.

When any one insulted this Crane the bird was un-
forgiving and revengeful in the extreme. One day when
the bird was in pursuit of some insects in a neighbouring
garden, the owner of the garden gave Lim a blow with
u stick, whereupon the bird defended himself most val-
jantly until a succession of blows obliged him to retire.
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Soon after the Crane took his station on a bridge that
led to the village, and over which the person in question
had to pass. The Crane maintained the ground, and
at last pursued the enemy until he was obliged to take
shelter in his house and shut the door. From that
time the Crane remained the determined foe of his
neighbour, The courage of the Crane in question was
wonderful, yet on one subject he was always accessible
to fear, namely, he could mnot endure the sight of any
black moving object, such as a black dog, cat, or crow;
and his greatest enemy was the chimney-sweeper.”

They fly with the head and neck extended, and the
legs also projecting behind. Their manner of walking
whether fast or slow, with long and regular steps, is
elegant and pleasing. When at rest or sleeping they
generally stand on one leg, the other being drawn close
up, and the head reclined backwards, the bill being
thrust among the fcathers.

‘They feed on food of various kinds, peas, corn, and
other grain and plants, worms, reptiles, and shell-fish,
snails, slugs, caterpillars, roots, cockchaffers, grasshoppers,
flics, and mice.

“The call-note of the Crane is a very loud, harsh,
and peculisr sound, and is best deseribed by comparing
it to a trumpet sounding the word ‘curr’ or ‘coor,” and
. this accofints for the birds being heard long before they
are scen. ‘The young birds of the year utter the word
‘sheeb’ or ‘weeb;’ when very young they chirp. When
a great flock is on the wing, the cry of these birds is
consequently confused.” 5

The Crane nidificates both on low trees, stumps, and
bushes, and also on the ground; sometimes too on the
top of some old building, as well as upon a conglomerate
‘mass of rushes or other water plants, among high grass



94 CRANE.

or reeds, and in osier beds,and other such situations,
in morasses, and by the sides of lakes: The nest is
a large structure, made of sticks, with grass, rushes,
flags, reeds, and other soft materials. ‘The young remain
for some days in the nest, and are fed by the parents
with food prepared in their own crops.

The eggs are two—they are richly coloured, of a pale
olive green ground, blotted and spotted with darker
shades of grcen and olive brown. Both birds incubate
them.

The unicoloured plumage of this bird is relieved by
the fine red.

Male; weight, nearly ten pounds: length, four fect
or more, up to five feet; bill, dark greenish yeljow at
the base, paler towards the tip; iris, red; from the eye
and down the side of the neck is dull white; bristles
spread over the forchead and the space to the eye,
which part is dark bluish or blackish grey; the sides
of the head are greyish white; crown, bare of feathers
and red, in an oval shape; neck on the back, and nape,
dark Dluish grey, with a hue of brown; here also is a
bare place ash-coloured. Chin, throat, and neck in the
front, also dark bluish grey; breast, fine bluish grey;
back, dark bluish grey.

The wings have the first quill feather a litthe shorter
than the fourth, but a little longer than the Tifth; the .
second and third being the longest in the wing, and
both of the same length. Greater and lesser wing cov-
erts, dark bluish grey; primaries, black; some of the sec-
ondarics are Jong and arched, as also the tertiaries, which
are dark bluish grey, varied and tipped with bluish black,
their elongation forming long hair-like plumes, the webs
being unconnected, which the bird raises or depresses
at pleasare. They used formerly to be in much request
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as ‘ornaments for head dress. Tail, bluish grey, tipped
with bluish black; legs and toes, light bluish black;
claws, black.

The female is like the male, but not quite so large,
and her plumage not so clear; the plume also is less
developed. :

The young birds, after being at first covered with
greyish brown down, are less varied in plumage about
the head, and the grey colour is commingled with
brown. They do not acquire their perfect dress till after
the second moulting, previous to which the crown is
coverced with downy feathers.
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HERN. HERONSHAW, HERONSEWGIH. COMMON HERON,
CRESTED HERON,

Ardea cinerea, Larmaon  Smaw,
O major, Laxxmus,
“  eristata, Brisso~.
Avdea—A Heron, Cinerea—Ash-colonred—grey.,
-

Every one who is acquainted, as who is not? with Miss
Edgeworth’s ever entertaining stories—lacking, however,
one thing, and that the one thing—a pervading religious
principle—will remember the ineffable contempt and
indignation with which Sir Plantagenet Mowbray
received the proposition of Marvel, the Lincolushire
farmer, to purchase his Heronry near Spalding.

There, for I shall proceed to give a catalogue of
all the Heronries in the kingdom extant and extinct,
“both great and small,” so far as I can furnish a
complete one, compiled for the most part from the
pages of “The Naturalist,” was formerly a very great
one at Cressy Hall, the seat of the ancient Heron
family, appropriately yclept. In that eounty others
were or are at Manby, near Brigg, the property of
the Earl of Yarborough; Downington, Skillingthorpe
Wood, near Lincoln, and Swanpool.

In Yorkshire, likewise, by the picce of water near
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Hemsworth, Pontefract; at Kirby Hull, near Botough-
bridge, the seat of Richard Thompson, Esq.; at Wnlto_n
Hall, near Wakefield, thé seat of Charles Waterton,
Isq.; Watton Abbey, near Beverley, one of the seats
-of Richard Bethell, Esq.; and Swanland, near Hull.
Also at Scorbro’, near Beverley, one of the seats of
Lord Hotham; and Scarthingwell, near Ferry-bridge,
a scat of Lord Hawke; also one of the islands in
Hornsea Mere,

In Wiltshire, at Bowood, the seat of the Marquis of
Lansdowne, near Melksham. ;

In Soffolk, at Henham Hall, the seat of Tord

Stradbroke.
In Devonshire, at Shute Park, near Axminster, the
seat of Sir John George Pole, Bart.,, Powderham Castle,
the beautiful seat of the Courtenays, Earls of Devon;
Warleigh, the seat of the Rev. W. Radcliffe, near Totnes;
and Sharpham, on the River Dart.

In Sarrey, at Cobham Park, the seat of Ilarvey
Combe, Esq.; Ashley Park, the seat of Sir chry
Fletcher, Bart.; and by Walton on-Thames.

In Sussex, at Parham and Ifarstmoxnceaux.

In Dirham, at Gainford, on the bank of the Tees;
at Sands, near Sedgefield; Ravensworth Castle, the seat
of Lord Ravensworth.

In Kent, at Chilham Castle, the seat of J. B. Wildman,
Esq.; at Cobham Hall, the seat of the Earl of Darnley;
and Penshurst Park, an old seat of the Earls of Sydney.

In Warwickshire, at Warwick Castle, the seat of the
Earl of Warwick.

In Norfolk, at Wolverton Wood, near Lynn; Castle
Rising, Didlington Hall, the seat of Colonel Wilson.

In Westmorland, on Berkshire Island, Windermere;
on Rydal Lake, the property of Lady Le Fleming;

YOL. 1V, o
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and Bassenthwaite, on the property of Sir Henry
Vane; also at Datham Tower, the seat of W. Carus
Wilson, Esq. ;

In Dorsetshire, at Upton House, and Brownsea Island,
Poole, near Weymouth; Bryanston Park, near Blandford,
“the seat of Lord Portman; Admiston Hall; Dewlish,
the seat of Colonel Mitchell; Kingston Lacy and Sher-
borne Park, the seat of Earl Dighy.

In Northamptonshire, at Bulwick, the seat of J.
Fryer, Esq.; and Althorpe, the seat of Lord Spencer.
In Middlesex, at Oatlands Park, near Shepperton.
In Cheshire, at Dunham DMassey, the seat of the
Farl of Stamford; Combermere Abbey, the seat of Lord
Combermere; Hooton, the seat of Sir 1. M. Stanley,
Bart.; Ardley Hall, the residence of R. G. Warburton,
Esq.; and Oulton Park, the seat of Sir Philip de

Malpas Grey Egerton, Bart.

In Berkshire, in Windsor Great Park, the Royal
Residence; Coley Park, and near Redding.

In Cumberland, at Gobay or Gowbarrow Park, near
Ullswater; and Greystock, both near Penrith.

In Hampshire, at Denny Lodge, in the New Forest;
and formerly at Heron Court, the seat of the Earl of
Malmesbury; as also at Harringworth, on the estate of
Thomas Tyon, Esq. .

In Bseex, in Wanstead Park.

In Nottinghamshire, at Colwick, near Nottingham,
the seat of — Musters, LEsq.

In Northumberland, at Chillingham Park, the seat
of the Earl of Tankerville.

In Cornwall, at Trenant Wood, the seat of W. Peel,
Esq.

In Shropshire, at the Mere, near Ellesmere.

In Leicestershire, at Stableford, near Melton Mowbray,

-
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on the estate of Lord Harborough; and a pair built about
the year 1812 in a wood called Mere Hill, in the
Lordship of Prestwold, the seat of Mr. Packe, M.P.,
but the nest being taken, the birds forsook the spot.

Jn Somersetshire, at. Picton, the property of Lord
Carvarvon; and at Brockley woods, near Bristol.

In Herefordshire, at the Moor, near Hay, the seat
of Mrs. Penoyre.

In Wales, in Glamorganshire, at Margam Abbey,
and Penrice Castle,

In Anglesea, near Holyhead and the Great Orme’s Head.

In Flintshire, at Bodrydden, near St. Asaph, the seat
of William Shipley Conway, Esq.

In Scotland, on the island of Islay, in Kincardineshire,
at Inglesmaldie, Fettercairn, the Sutors of Cromarty,
and in Sutherlandshire, between Aikel and Altnagalea-
nach; and on an island in a loch near Louberoy.

In Ayrshire, at Monkeastle House, and near Eglinton
Castle, and Craigie, near Kilmarnock.

In Edinburghshire, at Dalkeith Palace, the seat of
Iis Grace the Duke of Buccleuch; and in Morayshire
by Findhorn.

In Ireland, in the county of Dublin, at Carton, near
Maynooth, the seat of the Duke of Leinster; and in
the county of Galway, at Newport House.

The almost total discontinuance of hawking, and the
consequent dispersion of the great Heronries of the
olden time, carefully then preserved for the purpose,
have naturally led to the establishment of smaller settle-
ments in various other places, and even of single pairs
from time to time. The changes that the lapse of ages
introduces into the human colony, work a corresponding
effect, in an infinite variety of ways, among the natural
ereation.
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These birds are generally common in Yorkshire and
other counties; in Cornwall, near Falmouth, not common.

In Scotland they are plentiful. In Orkuney they re-
main all the year. There, in winter, they assemble in
flocks on the shores, and are generally observed on
the lee side of an island. '

Heronries are inhabited from spring to the latter end

of summer, and are occasionally returned to by individus)
birds in the winter months from time to time. ‘They
are clung to with great tenacity by their occupants.

The Heron visits the northern countries of Europe
—Russia, Siberia, Denmark, Sweden, Norway, the Feroe
Islands, Iceland, and Greenland; and wanders south-
wards over other parts of the continent, being the most
plentiful in IIoliand. It is found also in northern
Africa, and, it is said, at the Cape; likewise in Madeira,
In Asia—about the Caucasian range, and in India, Japan,
and Java.

Our Herons stay with us throughout the year, and
others are indeed compelled hitherward by scvere wea-
ther: in other continental countries a similar movement
southwards is made, such migration being effected as
well at a high as at a low elevation. In August,
1849, one was shot at Stoke Newington, near Highbury,
Middlesex, close to London, and another was also seen
near Highbury, in July, 1851.

They are shy and solitary birds, and make off at
once if approached, when standing ‘in ever so apparently
listless a manner by the side of the pool, or the margin
of the stream. Clear water is preferred, on aceount of
thesbetter view it affords of their prey. I remember well
one fine summer evening, when a boy, sceing one ’light
at o bend in a small viver, where I thought 1 could
manage to. get him within range, and after running
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home for a gun, and stealing close to the ground till
near him, when he at last perceived his danger and
rose suddenly to escape it, bringing him down dead by
a shot throngh the neck. It was a young bird, and the
only one, I am glad to say, that I ever killed, or, I’
believe, ever fired at—alas! ‘tempus fugit.’

If not cut off, they are said to be long-lived birds.
They are formidable if attacked at close quarters, defend-
ing themselves, so to speak, both with tooth and nail.
They are always objects of interest, and comport well
with the retired unfrequented scenes to which, and to
which only, they seem naturally to belong. ‘There you
may sce the Heronshaw for hours together standing on
one leg, on the ground or the branch of a tree, the
neck retracted and the bill resting on the breast,
“chewing the cud of sweet or bitter reflection,” accord-
ing as he has been comparatively satisfied, or is waiting
for a further supply of food, One might almost fancy
that he was musing in pensive melancholy over the
altered times which have changed protection into pro-
scription, and foreshadow, to look on the dark side of
things, the future extirpation of the English branch of
his race. Royal game in the days of falconry, and
prized also for the table, now-a-days he is the object of all
but universal hostility, and bis conspicuous appearance
marks him out as a vietim. But the “silent system”
chiefly during the day-time, interrupted only by some
occasional flights, the consequence oftentimes of being
disturbed, for as soon as the lowering twilight begins
to give notice of returning night, then listlessness is
exchanged for excitement, and inactivity for movement
—the bird walks about in an unscttled manner, and
stretches his wings preparatory to making use of them
to convey him to his fishing-ground.
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Seen for the most part at other times of the year
in the singular or the dual number, these birds become
gregarious in the bailding-season. An island in a lake
is then a favourite resort, but some leave it for the
adjoining inland. They are indeed to be obseryved
together in greater or less numbers at other times,
perhaps in groups of from a dozen to thirty, but this,
I fancy, more from a community of purpese, than from
an instinctive desire to congregate. ‘They appear, as
before said, to select the lee or sheltered side of any
island or cliff when engaged in fishing. Severe battles
take place sometimes between them and the Rooks, for
the possession of the same trees, but the Herons, as
might be supposed, are too powerful for their opponents.
At other times, as if in revenge for this injury, Rooks
may frequently be scen chasing and dashing at them in
the air, following them for a long way, and buffeting
them at every opportunity. Meyer says “It is remark-
able how alarmed Herons are during storms of thunder
and lightning, starting at every flash, and tumbling about
as if broken-winged. During rainy weather, these birds
appear very dejected, and sit in the most drooping
attitudes imaginable; they appear to suffer also from
frost and cold.”” If taken young, Herons may be easily
reared, but not otherwise. Two Herons have been
kuown to fight so desperately, that one of them allowed
itself to be taken with the hand.

The flight of the Heron, in which the wings are
much arched, and the neck doubled back, is slow and
heavy, and the long legs are carried straight out, pro-
jecting behind as if a tail: the. legs are drooped before
alighting. They are able to swim, but perform the
operation slowly. Though generally speaking of an
awkward and ungainly appearance, yet the different
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curvatures assumed by this bird in its positions give it
a line of beauty which the ornithologist at all events
can appreciate and admire.

Herons are very. voracious birds, and always seem
hungry. Their usual food consists of trout, flounders,
eels, carp, and other fish, which they swallow head
foremost; water-lizards, snakes, toads, frogs, rats, both
land and water, and miee; the young of other birds,
beetles, and other insects, shell-fish, shrimps, and the
roots and blossoms of plants: a trout has been scen
taken about four pounds in weight. A curious circum-
stance is recorded in “The Naturalist,” vol. 1., page 61,
by Mr. Mc’ Intosh, as related to him by an eye-witness,
who having shot a Snipe, it was pounced upon by
a Heron, not previously observed by him, and shaken
by it in its bill till satisfied that it was quite dead.
Another has been known to quit the water to kill
or disable an eel which it had caught by beating
it agaiust the ground; and again another, astame one,
to swim out ten or a dozen feet to try to seize the
brood of a Moorhen on a fallen tree.

The hair, feathers, and bones of their prey are cast
up in pellets, after the manner of the Owls. *“It is
perhaps worth remarking, that when the Herons drop
any of the food which they bring to their young among
the trees of the Heronry, they make no attempt to recover
it, but, probably from a consciousness of their inability
to rise from the ground in a confined space, allow it
to remain where it fulls.,” The result is often beneficial
to the neighbours, and a good pannier of fish may often
be collected under a large Heronry. The prey is brought
from a distance, it may be, of two miles or more to the
young, and much ado with snapping and chuckling the

« latter make on the bringing home of each fresh supply.
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They feed ordinarily in the mornings and evenings,
but when they have a young family to provide for,
are obliged to forage throughout the days. Standing
motionless in the shallow edge of the river or lake, the
head, as before remarked, drawn back in the attitude
of expectation, you may see them watching, with the
patience for which all other anglers ought to be equally
proverbial, for a “bite.” True waders, their food is
mostly picked up in the water, but none is refused
that occurs elsewhere. If dropped from the bill, it
will be picked up again more than once at the place
of capture. It is very rarely indeed that the IHeron
misses its mark. It strikes with the most unerring pre-
cision, and transfixes the quarry with the strong blow
that it gives.

Their note is a harsh, wild cry, uttered on the wing,
and frequently repeated, “the word ‘craigh’ uttered
in alengthened manner, with cracked and high-pitched
voices,” as the bird heavily wends its way to any
accustomed haunt by the bank of some river, reedy
lake, or rushy pond, the margin of some muddy estunary
or creck, or the edge of some stagnant swamp or quaggy
morass. It is also heard while on migration.

The Heron builds, according to circumstances, either
on the ground, in which situation Montagu saw several,
or on trees of any sort; also, it is said, on cliffs, pre-
ferring situations in the vicinity of water. Many nests
are often placed on it together—as muny as eighty have
been counted in one tree. Preparations for nidification
are made about the month of April.  The nest is placed
on the very summit of the tree; or as close to it as the
case will admit ef, and also near the extremity of the
branch, the size of the bird not admitting of a ready

passage inwards. ~The nest, flat in shape, is rather
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small for the size of the tenants that have to inhabit
it, but in some cases is much larger than in others,
probably from an old one being built on, It is made
of sticks and twigs, and has a lining of wool or hair,
rushes, dry grasses, water-flags, straws, or any soft
materials. :

Two broods are reared in the season, and both parents
assist in the work of providing the young with food,
and the male also feeds the female while sitting. If
alarmed for their young, they soar about aloft over the
nests, ¢

The eggs are generally three in number, sometimes,
it is said, four or five, and of a green colour, They
vary in shape, some being pointed at both ends, and
only others at the lower end. They are hatched in
about three wecks, and it is five or six more before
the young birds are able to quit the nest.

The finest specimen of this bird that I think I ever
saw, is preserved in the hall of the Rectory at Swinhope,
the residence of my friend, the Rev. R.P. Alington.
It was shot in the parish of Thoresway, Lincolnshire,
February 21st., 1853. The following measurements are
taken from it:— !

Male; weight, only about three pounds,or from that
to three and a half, according to the condition the bird
is in from a plentifal ‘or a scanty supply of food; length,
three feet two inches and a half; bill, dull yellow,
darkest towards the point. The edges of both mandibles
are serrated and very sharp, the lower fitting closely
into the upper—woe betide the fish that gets between
them.  From the base of the bill a narrow streak runs
over the eye, and a larger one which merges into the
oceipital feathers. Iris, yellow, a streak of black over it
rises from the base of the bill; forchead, head on the
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sides, and crown, white.- The plume is seven inches
and a half long, and of a glossy dark slate-colour, in
some specimens glossy dusky black; neck behind and
napz, grey; in front the neck is white, or greyish white,
variegated, in a long list or stripe, with elongated spots
of dark bluish grey, forming a double row; chin,
throat, and neck in front, pure white. Breast above
and below, greyish white, with streaks of black on the
latter portion; the elongated feathers on its uppers are
pale grey, and many of them pure white. There are
two patches of yellow down on the front, concealed by
the other feathers. Back, dark grey.

The wings expand to the width of five feet; the
first quill feather is of equal length with the fifth; the
second, third, and fourth also nearly of the same length,
and the longest. Greater and lesser wing coverts, grey;
primaries and secondaries, dusky black. 'Tail, short,
dark slate-colour, in some dusky black. The legs, when
stretched out behind, extend five inches and a half
beyond the tail; in colour they and the toes are greenish
yellow, tinged with brown; the middle one is serried
on the inner edge; above the knee the legs are tinged
with orange. Claws, brown.

The female resembles the male, but her colours are
more dull. The plumé is deficient, and the feathers
on the breast are less elongated.

The young are at first unsightly in appearance, but
soon advance in size; during the first and part of the
sccond year they are destitute of the plume, and of
the elongated feathers on the front of the neck. The
bill has the upper mandible greenish or blackish brown,
the lower one greenish yellow. Head, erown, neck, and
nape, ash-colour; throat and neck in front, ash-colour,
with dull dusky grey streaks; back, grey, with tinges

—
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of brown. The legs above the knee, greenish yellow,
below, and the toes, pale brown, tinged with yellow, or
clse grey. :

T'hey do not attain the full plumage till the end of
the sccond year:

The plate is from a design by the Rev. R. P. Alington.
I will thank any onec to shew me a better.
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PURPLE HERON.

CRESTED PURPLE HERON. TFURPLE CnEéTHD HERON.
AFRICAN HERON,

Ardeda purpured, Lixxmvs,
“  Caspioa, Pexxane. Mosticw,
s warieqata, LaTitaa. :
Y rufa, Latmaor.
Y Botawrus, Guznix,
O stellaris major, Rav. Winrvaasy.

Avrdea—A Heron, Purpurea—Purple-coloured.

Tue European range of the Purple Heron extends
from Holland, where Sir William Jardine has observed
thut it is not uncommon—France, Germany, Italy,
Hungary, and Switzerland, to Russia, Turkey, Siberia,
and the distant borders of the Black and the Caspian
Seas. In Africa also, from Nubia to the Cape of Good
Hope; and in Asia—in Tartary, India, and Java, and
the Philippine Islands.

Several specimens of this elegant and: beautiful species
have been obtained :—In Norfolk three or four, one of
them in May, 1830. In Yorkshire one, a male, &t
Temple Thorpe, near Leeds, the 24th. of Ma'y, 1850;
and one near Harpham, in the East Riding, on the
Lowthorpe stream, one, if I may be allowed a brief
digression, of the best trout waterd that I know;: and
where, when I have been able to spare time for an






PUNPLYE HERON, 109

occasional heliday, T have, as one of the ‘“‘favonred
few,” thanks to the kindness of the St. Quintin family,
had by no means indifferent success in fly-fishing; as
nlso in another preserve on the same river, a little
lower down,

Anglers, or at all events, that branch of the family
to which alone I belong, that which disdains every
means of capture but the artificial fly, are, it is perhaps
too well known, apt, though with the most perfect
absence of the wish to deceive, to magnify the size of
what they have taken, aud still more that of what they-
have just. missed taking. A pair of scales, however,
with their corresponding weights admit of no such
deception; and the following notes from my fly-fishing
book will be allowed to bear out the assertion just
made:—“1848. Lowthorpe, July 20th., nineteen brace;
put in one brace and a half.” “September 9th. seven-
teen brace and a half; put in five brace; the rest weighed
twenty-two pounds..” 1849, June 18th., twenty-one
brace; put in twelve brace: of the rest, two weighed
two pounds one ounce each; two two pounds all but
one ounce each; and the next two three pounds between
them.” “1851. June 16th., seventeen brace; put in
nine brace.” “October 1st., eleven brace and a half;
put in eight brace.” “1853. August ¥nd., thirteen
brace and a half; one fish caught with an artificial min-
now: put in two brace and a half.’ “August 0th,,
cight brace; put in one brace and a half: the largest
weighed three pounds all but two ounces; the mext
three pounds all but three ounces and a half; the
next one pound and three-quarters.”” “September 30th.,
thirteen brace and a half; put in seven brace.”

I thipk that even a Heron himself would have been
satisfied with equal success. 1 have been for the most
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part in the habit of using a rod and flies of my own
making. There is an idea abroad, if 1 may for on¢ more
moment digress, that salmon-fishing is a much more
difficult species of the art than trout-fishing; but this
is altogether a mistake: a good fly-fisher is, if he likes,
a good salmon-fisher. A few years since I stayed a
fortnight with some friends at Kelso, on their return
from a tour in Scotland, and, for the first time in my
life, went out salmon-fishing in the Tweed almost every
day; and, with the exception of one day, when I only
took a large sea trout, had not a blank day, nor ever
lost a fish that I had once hooked; though an one
occasion the reel, or pirn, to speak Scots, was out of
order. But this is wandering a long way from the quiet
trout stream at Lowthorpe, where I hope to have a
day or two yet for years to come, if spared.—“Flow on
thou shining river!”

One near London. In Cornwall one, which alighted
on a fishing-boat, two or three leagues from the coast;
and another in the parish of St. Burians, near the
Land’s End, in April, 1850. In Devonshire one, near
Plymouth, in February, 1839. In Suffolk one, some
time in the month of November, 1835. obtained on the
borders of a large piece of water, known by the name
of King’s Fleet, near the mouth of the Woodbridge
river. In Sussex one, an immature bird, at Catsfield,
in October, 1851. T'wo others also in the same county.

In Ireland one was obtained.

These birds breed in society like the last-described
species, and are also of a shy, solitary, and retired
disposition. When watching for prey they stand similarly
—with the neck much retracted, and drawn in between
the shoulders. They frequent, as may be imagined,
aquatic and marshy districts, They frequent the same
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spots, ‘and in those remain the greater part of the day,
only roaming from them carly in the morning or late
in the evening. Meyer says, “It is remarkable how
this bird often precipitates itself ont of its hiding-place
from behind some stamp or water-plant; for, like many
other birds that are fond of hiding, it thinks itsclf secure

until- 2 nervous feeling makes it run into imminent dan-
ger, by discovering ‘itself when any person comes near.”
“It will sit for hours together at rest, with its neck
stretched out in a straight line.” Daring windy wea-
ther it rarcly flies about.” They do very well in
confinement, if brought up from the nest, but their
formidable bills are sometimes dangerous.

These birds feed on fish, water insects, and small
reptiles and animals. As many as fifty small fish are
not unfrequently found in one bird.

The note is a harsh croak.

With regard to the* nidification and eggs of this
bird, the following is the account given by Mr. Hew-
itson, as communicated to him by Mr. Hoy:—“The
Purple Heron does not begin to breed so carly as the
Common Heron, the end of May being the time of
incubation. They breed in society like the Common
Heron, very frequently in low trees, in plantations of
alder and willow, in the vicinity of rivers and large
inland waters, the nests being only a few feet above
the ‘ground, upon which they are likewise sometimes
placed in swamps overgrown with tall rushes, and in
extensive tracts of reeds; they are large and flat, and
are composed entirely of sticks, the finer towards the
inside; or lined with species of dry sellge and rushes.”
They are placed o few yards from the water; in shape
they are flat and broad. T'wo or three nests are occa-
sionally found near each other,
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“Phe cg.r;s are ébmmonly four, rarely five, in number,
anil differ considerably in size and shape, ‘as well as
in colour.” They are generally dull green. Both
parents carefully attend to the young until they are
able to fish for themselves.

Male; weight, two pounds and threc -quarters, to

nearly three pounds; length, about three feet two inches;

bill, fine yellow, the ridge-and tip shaded with brown;
a narrow stripe of black proceeds from the base of the
bill backwards to the nape; iris, pale yellow. Forehead
and crown, black tinged with blue, the feathers length-
ening into a long narrow crest, the filaments of a
chesnut colour, while a line of the same colour is
carried down the back; on each side of the neck a
narrow stripe descends, mingling with the more irreg-
ularly dark edges of the lengthened plume; the upper
part of the neck in front is white, shaded off into the
brown of the sides where the black stripes do not
prevail; on the front of the neck cach feather is
elongated into the attenuated form, the colours a mixture
of pale buff, chesnut, grey, black, white, and purple red.
Chin and throat, pale boff or white; breast on the
upper part, black, met on each side by deep purple
chesnut, or brownish red, the middle rich mnggon
shaded off below into a mixture of that eolour “l(nd
dark slate grey. The plumes of the back are narrowed -
and elongated, the narrow tips being paler, and those
at the sides the longest, and ‘of a pale reddish brown;
the one side of ecach is yellowish white, the other
black, “and thus irrégular lines of these colodrs are
formed, uniil the long tips become entirely yellowish
white.” .

The wings haye the first quill feather the shortest,
the sceond, third, fourth, and fifth equal in length,

:
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and the longest: the edges of the wings are white.
Greater and lesser wing coverts, dark brownish grey
with parple ‘and green reflections; primaries, dark
brownish grey; greater and lesser under wing coverts,
chesnut, the colour extending over the point of the
shoulder. Tail, dark brownish or bluish grey, with
purple and greenish reflections, the two centre feathers
dark slate grey; upper tail coverts, brownish grey, also
with greenish reflections. Legs in front, both above and
below the knee, dark ‘reddish brown, tinged with
greenish yellow; behind yellow; toes, also brown—
reddish brown tinged with greenish yellow; the middle
toe is very long; under parts of the toes yellowish,
Claws, black, lengthened, slender, and not much bcnt

The female is like the male.

The young, until three years old, have the upper bill- -
blackish brown, the under one pale yellow; iris, pale
yellow; the crest does not appear. Forchead, blackish
grey; crown, grey, tinged with reddish brown, as is the
back of the head; the neck, pale reddish brown in
colour, has the stripes of black only slightly indicated,
and the elongated feathers are wanting; in front it is
yellowish white, with longitudinal black spots. DBreast
below, reddish white; back, deep grey, the feathers
margined with reddish brown. Tail, decp grey, the

- feathers margined with reddish brown.

“In an immature bird, brown is the prevailing eolour,
the upper plumes being all broadly edged with it.
The crown and occiput, chesnut, without a crest, and
the sides and fore part of the meck yellowish white,
marked on both with lengthened dashes of brownish
black; no elongated feathers either there or upon the
back.”—Sir William Jardine.

YOL, 1v, Q
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GREAT WHITE HERON.

GREAT WIITE EGRET. GREAT EGRET.

Ardea albe, Pixxant. MoNTAGU.
“ egrefta, Frosusa.  Tessrscer,
o eandida, Briscox,
S alba wmajor, Ray.
“  Fgrefloides, GMELIN.

Ardea—A Ieron, Alba=White.

Tug Great White Heron is, or has been, found in
various parts of Europe occasionally, namely, in Germany,
France, Turkey, Hungary, Italy, Corsica, Sardinia,
Greece, and the Islands of the Grecian Archipelago,
and in Sweden. In Asia, likewise, in Asia Minor, India,
Great Tartary, and the neighbourhood of the Black and
the Caspian Seas, and Persia.

Of this species one was scen on the borders of the
Rivon Avon, in Devonshire, in the autamn of the year
1805; three or four of the Common Herons having
been previously observed in company with it. = Another
on the banks of the River Stour, in Essex, on the
3rd. of October, 1834; one having been also noticed
in the spring on the Oukley shores, as'a third was
subsequently, by the Reyv. Revett Shepherd, and | the
Rey. William Whitear, by the River Orwell. One
is mentioned by Montagu, on the authority of Dr.
Latham, as having been killed in Cumberland, and
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another as havipg been seen by the Rev. Mr. Vaughan
in Devonshire. In Yorkshire, as communicated to the
British Association, at their session at Newcastle, in
1838, by Arthur Strickland, Esq., one was seen about
the year 1825, or 1826, at Hornsen Mere, in the East- .
Riding. Oune at New Hall, shot by John Townend,
Xsq.; the fact communicated by Dr. Farrar to Mr. |
Thomas Allis. Another, in full summer plumage, was
shot by an husbandman at Scorborough, near Beverley,
a seat of Lord Hotham, about the year 1835. In
Nottinghamshire, one near Osberton, the seat of G.S.
Foljambe, Esq. In Lincolnshire, one, and in Oxford-
shire, one on the banks of the Isis, in September, 1833,
Another was also seen in Cumberland on the shores of
the Solway; aud one was shot, a few years since, near
Thorney Abbey, Cambridgeshire, of which J. R. Little,
Esq., of St. John’s College, Cambridge, has written me
word.

In Scotland, one, in Haddingtonshire, near the village
of Tyninghame, on the Frith of Forth.

Their migratory journeys, says Meyer, are performed
in the day-time, at a great clevation, by two to four
birds in number.

These birds haunt still pools, and other such places,
in which they wade in search of prey. They often

- perch on the highest parts of lofty trecs. They are of

a somewhat shy nature, but sociable among themselves,
yet exclusively so. They are, however, soon domesti-
cated, and live for many years—ornaments to the poultry
yard. R

They feed on fish, reptiles, molluscous animals, water-
insects, their larye, worms, and any young birds that
are so unfortunate as to come within their reach. These
doubtless are most sought towards night-fall, when the



116 GREAT WHITE HERON.

“pale cold maon®’ glimmers on the water in the mournful
solitudes which are the general resort of this and its
kindred species. If by chance, or, it .may be, not by
chance, you are alone in such a place, at such a time,
when either a dead silence prevails, or the wind sighs
and soughs through the uncultivated wastes, how pleasing
is the melancholy, which cannot but be felt. You seem
spell-bound to the spot, and while the lowering darkness
evokes an indescribable emotion—akin to fear, you yet
shrink from breaking the charm, and are loth to leave
the mysterious scene.

The note, a mere wild-ery, is described by Meyer
as ‘not very loud, and resembling the syllable ‘rah.’

‘The nest, a very loose structure, built of sticks, reeds,
flags, and rushes, and lined with dry grass or leaves,
is placed generally on the ground, but sometimes on low
trees, almost always, according to Audubon, overhanging
the water, and many being placed in contiguity, as in
the case of the common species. The eame situation is
resorted to, and the old nest repaired year after year,
by the same pair. Low marshy places, covered with
trees, by the side of ponds, lakes, and swamps, are
those appropriated . to nidification, and sometimes flat
islands at a distance from the main land.

The male bird feeds the female while she is cngaged
in sitting; and when the young are hatched both parents
unite in supplying their wants.

The eggs are three in number, and of a pale blunish
green colour.

Male; length, three feet and about four or five or
six inches; bill, yellow at the base, blackish brown

_towards the tip; iris, orange yellow, round it the bare
space is pale green. The feathers at the oceiput are
vather elongated and thick, Head, crown, neck, nape,
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chin, throat, breast, back, wings, greater and lesser wing
coverts, primaries, secondaries, tertiaries, greater and
lesser under wing coverts, tail, and upper tail coverts,
which are long, loose, and -pendant, white. These
feathers, continued down from the upper part of the
buck, were formerly in'great request as plumes” for
head-dress, and are still much worn by the Turks, and
other eastern nations, for that purpose. Legs, toes, and
claws, almost black, the former tinged transparently
with pale yellowish red.

The female is like the male.

The young do not acquire the elongated feathers on
the back of the head, and the lower part of the front
of the neck, until the third year. Bill, blackish green,
tinged with yellow; legs, greenish black.
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LITTLE EGRET.
EGRET HERON.
“Ardea garsetl, Pexyant. Moxvacu.

Ardea—A Heron. Garzella=—.......cvoir?

Tne elegant and graceful Egret, whose whole plumage
is white as the driven snow, resembles the preceding
one—'sic parvis componere magna’—in all but size; and
is likewise assignable to the same localities, as being
found in Europe occasionally—in Germany, Switzerland,
Italy, Poland, Sicily, France, Spain, the south of Russia,
Hungary, Turkey, Sardinia, and the islands of the
*Grecian Archipelago; and likewise met with in Asia—
in Persia, and the neighbourhood of the Black Sea and
the Caspian Sea. So also in Africa—in Egypt and
Nubia in the east, and Senegal in the west.

Specimens have been recorded as having occurred
in this country as follows:—In ITampshire, one near
Christchurch, in the beginning of July, 1822; in Corn-
wall, two near Penzance, in April, 1854, In Warwick-
shire, two or three near Sutton Coldficld; in Devonshire;
one at Flatoars, on the River Dart, in the year 1816;
one also, mentioned by Montagu, in Anglesea: it - was
a bird of the second year. A. Cleveland, Esq. mentions
in the “Zoologist,” page 3116, that one was shot in
the south of Deven, in April, 1851,
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In Ircland, Mr. Templeton zecords one as having
been shot in the harbour of Cork. '

Meyer says “The localitics ustially chosen by this -

species, are generally the swampy banks of rivers and
lakes, where the flags and reeds are of low growth;
or the vicinity of woods and large trees, in which the
birds roost at night.”’

“On the wing, the Little Egret is rather _quicker in

flight than the larger species, but in‘windy weather it
is very helpless, and is obliged to skim low over the
bushes and reeds on its passage from one piece of water
to another. But when the weather is fine, this .blrd
may be seen, if startled up by intrusion of any kind,
circling up high in the air, as if surveying the neigh-
bourhood before it finally decides upon its course.”

If taken young, they are easily domesticated to a
certain extent, and are gentle and harmless in their
manners and habits, The long feathers, Bewick says,
were formerly used to decorate the helmets of warriors,
as now the turbans of the Persians and the Turks,
and the head-dresses of European ladies.

Thoy feed on fish, frog\s, and other small reptiles,
water insects and their larvie, and worms, “The manner
in which it obtains its food is by walking stealthily
along shore in a stooping attitude, with the head drawn

"back; as soon as it perceives a desirable object,, the

Egret darts its pointed bill like lightning upon it, and
seldom fails to obtain its prey.”

This species, like the others, breeds in*marshy placeﬂ
cither on the ground among reeds, or on the top of a
willow stump, or on the branches of a low tree, abont
half a dozen feet from the ground. 'The nest is made
of dry sticks and rushes, flags, reeds, and grass; the
latter being placed inside.
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The eggs are four or five, or atx, in' number, and,
one aecount snys, of the same whxtc colour as_the bird,
< or another, of a pale“bluish green colour.

~Male; welght,zabout one pound or upwards; length,
one foot eight to one foot ten or eleven inches, or
even two feet bill, bluish black, the base of the upper
one pale ash-colour, iris, yellow; the eyelids, pale
green. A dependent crest, so to call it, springs from
the back of the head; it is composed of two narrow
feathers, four inches in length. Head, crown, and
neck, the lower part of which is also adorned with
similar long feathers, nape, chin, throat, breast, and
back, white; hair-like plumes 'spring from its centre,
their ends curve upwards, and_the bird, if suddenly
disturbed or alarmed, generally sets them up.

Phe wings have the first and fourth quill feathers
equal in length, the second and third the longest, and
also of equal length, “inter se.” Greater and lesser
wing coverts, primaries, secondaries, tertiaries, greater
and lesser under wing coverts, tail, and tail coverts,
white. Legs, bright black above the knee on the bare
part, and the upper half of the part below it is dark
yellowish greenj toes, also blackish green with a tinge
of yellow; claws, dusky black.

The young are at first, it is 'said, greyish white;
they, are without the elongated filaments to the feathers
on the back of the head and the lower part of the
neck in front and the back. The lower bill is whitish
for more than half its length from the base.

-
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BUFE-BACKED HERON.
e
LITTLE WHITE HERON.
RED-DILLED HERON. RUFOQUS-BACKED EGRET.

Ardea @quinoctialiy, Pryxaxt. MoxTacw.
¥  suseata, Serpy, Jeyrss,
' affinis, Horsrrgnp. .
Ardea—A Heron, Aiyuinoetialis—Tquinoctial.

Tuis epecies of Heron is a native of the sonthern
parts of Europe—in Turkey, about the mouths of the
Danube, on that intermediate sort of “neatral’® soil which-
“nec tellus est nec mare,” as also in the Crimma—both
localities so full of interest at the present moment to others
than ornithologists. In Dalmatia, and near the Caucasian
range of mountains,” In Asia, it likewise occurs in India
and Japan, according to A, Temminck; also in the
Dukkun, Himalaya, and Nepaul, where it is plentiful ;
in Upper Hindostan, and by the bank of the famous
Gunga, as also in Java, Sunda, and the adjacent islands.

One specimen, a female, was shot by Mr. F. Cornish,
at South Allington, in the parish of Chivelstone, near
Kingsbridge, in Devonshire, in the end of October,
1805. It was observed for several days in the same
field, attending a herd of Crows.

It appeared to be by no means shy.

It fed on inseccts.
YOL, 1Y, R
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Male; length, about one foot eight inches; bill, yellow,
darker at the tip; the upper mandible slightly curved;
iris, bright yellow. Head on the crown, back, and
sides, of an orange colour, but the base of each feather
white, the orange-coloured ends formed of the loose,
unconnected filaments of the web. Neck behind and
nape, shining white; chin, throat, and breast above,
white, tinged with golden yellow, the latter below pure
white; back above, white, on the middle part, brilliant
orange, and the filaments of the feathers sufficiently long
to reach beyond the ends of the closed wings; on the
lower part again the back is white. !

Greater and lesser wing coverts, primaries, secondaries,
tertiaries, greater and lesser under wing coverts, tail
and tail coverts, all shining white. Legs, yellow, the
joints darker and tinged with lead-colour; toes, also
darker yellow, and tinged with lead-colour. The middle
claw is pectinated. : 3

The male and female are alike in plumage.

Young; bill, orange yellow; iris, pale yellow; crown
of the head, buff; the feathers on the back a little
elongated, but scarcely to be called a crest; neck on
the upper part in front, buff, on the lower part the
feathers are more clongated, and, though not slender,
hang detached over the upper part of the breast. Nape,
chin, throat, breast, and back, snowy white, The wings,
when closed, completely cover the tail. Greater and
lesser wing coverts, primaries, secondaries, tertiaries,
greater and lesser under wing coverts, and the tail,
which is slightly forked, and tail coverts, all snowy white.
Legs on the joints, and the bare part above them for
about an inch and a half, nearly black, tinged with

green; toes:and claws also nearly black, with a tinge
of green.
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SQUACCO HERON.

RED-LEGGED HERON. DWARF HERON.
SENEGAL’ BITTERN. SWABIAN BITTERN. SQUAIOTTA
HERON. CASTANEOUS HERON.

Ardea Senegalensis, GMELIN.
“ o Ralloides, ScoroLr.
“  comata, Parras,
“ Squaiofia, GaunIs,
% Castanea, GMELIN.
“ erythropus, var. B., LaTman.,
“ pumila, Larmast,
Y marsigli, GoeLiN.

Cancrofagus yufus, Baissox,

.t Tuteis, . BuissoN,
Ardea—A Heron. Senegalensis—Of Senegal.

Tais kind appertains to Europe, being found in
Turkey, Hungary, Sclavonia, Italy, Greece, and its
- islands; France, and Sicily; also at times in Switzerland,
Silesia, Germany, and Holland; likewise to Asia—in
.Pcrsia, Syria, and Arabia, and along the Black Sea and
the Caspian Sea, in which region it is abundant; and
in Africa—in Nubia and Egypt.

In Yorkshire one of these birds was killed on the
low grounds below Askern, in the West-Riding; other
specimens have occurred in various other counties—one
in Devonshire, near Kingsbridge, in July, 1840, as also
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in Somersetshire, in 1825, near Bridgewater. In Corn-
wall, one near Penzance, about the year 1844, and one
was scen at Hayle a few days after; one at Scilly in
the autumn of 18482; also in Devonshire; Hampshire;
Wiltshire, where one was shot at Boyton by Mr. Lambert,
in 1795. Suffolk; Norfolk, where one of those procured
had entangled itself in a fishing-net, hung up to dry,
by Ormesby Brood, in December, 1820, Bewick men-
tions the occurrence of this one, a male, & few miles
from Yarmouth, as recorded in the “Globe” newspaper
of the 4th. of that month. A second was shot at Oulton,
in May, 1831; another also near Yarmouth; in the same
month of the same year; and a third at Ormesby, in
June, 1834. Cambridgeshire, a fine adult bird in perfect
plumage; and Lincolushire. One in the county of
Durham, near Stockton-on-l«.cs, on the 9Oth. of October,
1852,

They migrate usually in  April nnd September,
travelling generally together, but not unfrequently only
in pairs. :

It inhabits the banks of morasses and stagnant pools,
the sides of rivers, lukes, and ponds, and the “Low
Countries” that border on the sea-shore in some parts.
During the day it frequently roosts or sleeps in open
situations, or at most under the shelter of some tree or
bush, but otherwise wanders about in search of food for
itself or its young, which it is said only to seek during
the day-time. The species is fond of associating with
cattle and animals. It is said at times to perch on trees,
particularly in the spring season of the year. They are
easily tamed, if brought up from the nest, and are
ornamental birds in a poultry yard, and at the same
time quiet and harmless.

Its flight is soft and light, but not quick, pcrformcd
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witli‘even beatings of the wings, the legs being stretched
out behind, and the head and neek drawn in towards
the body. On the ground it is aclivc,.though not quick
in ifs movements. It stands upright when at rest, with
the neck shortened, and fronts the wind. -

Tt fecds. -on -small fishes, molluscons animals, frogs,
and insects; and in search of these it stalks, like the
other birds of its class, through the bogs and morasses,
where they aré the most to be found.

The note is described as resembling the word ‘carr,’*
or ‘charr,’ and is said to be only uttered if the bird is
alarmed, or is about taking wing, though. this it
frequently does without making any attempt at calling
out. The odd name of Squacco, which this bird bears,
is said to have been given to it by the matives about
Bologna, in Italy: I conjecture from some fancied
resemblance to its note.

The nest is said to be built on trees.

Male; length, about one foot five or from that to
one foot seven inches; bill, pale bluish green for nearly
two-thirds from the baseé, darker in colour towards the
point; iris, bright yellow; forehead, yellowish brown,
each feather bordered with black. The feathers on the
crown of the head are pale yellowish brown, streaked
longitudinally with dark lines, the feathers becoming

_clongated towards the back of the head, with a dark

line along each outer edge. ‘“The feathers forming the
occipital plume are eight, or nine, (or ten,) in number,
and from four to six inches in length; lanceolate, pointed,
pure white along the centre, bounded on each side
with a blackish line, with a wyery narrow terminal
margin of white. The colour, a pale reddish brown
in those upon the surface, passing into a delicate buff-
colour in those underneath.” Neck on the sides and
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- front downwards, rich yellowish buif; chin, throat, and
breast on the upper part, pure white; below the latter
is pale orange cream-colour. Back above, pale orange
cream-colour, lower down, rich yellowish buff, with a
tinge of violet-colour; the featliers clongated, the webs
disunited, each filament having the appearance of a single
hair. These long feathers reach to the end of the wings
when closed. :

The wings have the first and third quill feathers
equal in length, and only a very little shorter than
the sccond, which is the longest in the wing; the
axillary plume, pure white. Primaries, secondaries,
and some of the tertiaries, white; part of the latter
tingcd\'with buff. Tail, pure white; tail coverts, also
white; legs, dusky yellowish brown, tinged with red;
about the joint, greenish yellow; toes, brown above,
yellow underneath; claws, black.

The female resembles the male, but the crest is usually
not so long.

In the young the upper bill is brown, tinged with
dark green; the under one yellowish green. The head
is without the occipital crest. The descending marks
on the neck are longer and broader, and the lighter
ground-colour more mixed with brown; throat, white;
back, reddish brown, but the dorsal plumes are wanting.
Greater and lesser wing coverts, of a brown colour,
tinged with buff, with longitudinal streaks of a darker
hue. The primaries have the exterior webs ash grey,
and the interior ones white; tertiaries, reddish brown
at the ends; legs and toes, yellowish green.

o
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NIGHT HERON. 2

NIGUT RAVEN. SPOTTED HERON,
GARDENIAN HERON. LESSER ASH-COLOURED HERON.
JAMAICA NIGHT HERON.

Nycticoraz Europaus, STErIENS.

Ardea Nyeticorazr, Lixyxvs.
“ Gardeni, GMELIN.
¢ Jamacionsis, GMELIN.
“  grisea, Lixxxus,
“  Badia, GMELIN,
“  Cracra, ; Lamiase,
“  obscura, LaTmas.

Nycticoraz. ~ Nyr—Night.  Corar—A Raven. Europaur— _
Xuropean.

Tmis curious bird is described by most authors as a
native of ecach of the four quarters of the globe. In
Europe, it is said to be especially abundant in Hungary,
. and occurs also in Denmark and Norway, on the shores
of the Baltic, and in France, Spain, Portugal, and
Italy. In Asia—in Persia, and the neighbourhood of
the Caucasus, India, China, and Japan. In Africa—at
the Cape of Good Hope; and in North America, in
which latter region it is the most abundant, that is, if
it be indeed the same species, but the Prince of Canino
doubts their identity, and Wilson says that the Amer-
ican bird is larger than the European ome. 'This,
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however, I believe, is the case with other species that
are certainly the same.

In England, one was shot near London, in 1782, and
preserved in the Leverian Museum, the collection of
Sir Ashton Lever. Ouae near Thame, in Oxfordshire,
by Lord Kirkwall, in 1798; one was shot in Norfolk,
in May, 1824, out of the North Gates, Yarmouth; it
was perched on a fruit tree—a curious instance, as W.
R. Fisher, Esq. has observed in a letter to me, of the
odd places in which birds will alight on their first
arrival.  In America, however, but the species there,

as I have already remarked, may be distinct, it would

appear from what I have presently to quote from
Aundubon, that they mnst frequently resort to trees, as
it is on them that their nests are placed; and, indeed,
it seems that they go to them regularly at night to
roost. Six or seven other examples have occurred in
the same neighbourhood at different times. Eight of
these birds were killed on the River Erme, Devonshire,
in June, 1849, one of them by R. A. Julian, Esq.,
Jun. In Cornwall, one, a male, was shot on the 28th.
of March, 184+, and one near Ifelston, about the end
of April, 1850. In Laneashire, one near Blackpool, on
the 14th. of June, 1853. Specimens have also occurred
in Buckinghamshire, Sussex, Dorsctshire, Bedfordshire,
where one was shot near Ampthill, in 1791; Suffolk,
and Kent.

In Wales, in Flintshire and in the Isle of Anglesca.

In Scotland one, & male, at Hirsel, near Coldstream,
in Berwickshire, in. the spring of the year 1823} and
another in Dumfriesshire, near Dumfries, on the banks
of the Cluden, a tributary of the River Nith.

In Ireland, two have been procured, as recorded by
the late William Thompson, Esq., of Belfast, namely,

"
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one at Letterkenny, the other, a young bird, in the
county of Armagh. '

© It is a migratory species, moving southwards during
the months of September and October, and northwards
again in April and May. They appear to move, for
the most part, singly and by night.

These birds live together in societies. They are
active, and feed during the night, resorting, in the day-
time, to tull trees in the neighbourhood of swamps,
lakes, and rivers. They frequent such situations, return-
ing at night-fall to their feeding-grounds. 1f alarmed
during the day-time, they do not move off to any
great distance, but to the next most convenient place of
concealment.  They may be kept in confinemeut, but
mope in a dull and heavy munner while daylight
continues. The young are esteemed as an ariicle of
food. and are much sought after in consequence.
During the time that they are engaged with inculation,
the old birds are said to be very noisy, as well as very
watchfal.

‘When on the wing, their flight is soft and noiseless.

The food of the Night Heron consists of fish, rep-
tiles, any small animals, leeches, worms, and the
larger water inscets. The prey is swallowed whole.

The note is hoarse and hollow, resembling the syllable
‘qua;’ from whence, in America, the name given to
the species of Qua Bird. Meyer describes the note as
sounding like the word ‘“cowow.’

These birds form leronries, either, according to
Audubon, near plantations, or .the interior of retired
and secluded swamps, as well as on some of the sea
islands covered with evergreen trees. These are formed
in low bushes, or in middle-sized or tall trecs; ns seems

most convenient or sccure. In someé places the nests
Yo v, s
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are placed within a few yards of the ground, many on

the branches, others between the diverging boughs of
the trees; in othérs at the tops of the trees, at an’
elevation of not much more than twenty feet; and in
others again in tall cypresses, at a height of a handred
fect, or thereabouts. Handreds may be seen at once
in those countries where the birds live. These remarks
however, it iz to be observed, apply to the American
birds. The nest is fabricated of sticks, and is large
in size and flat in shape; it is lined with reeds, rushes,
grass, and leaves.

The eggs are commonly four in number, sometimes
five, and of a pale greenish blue eolour, Selby says,
“as soon as the young have gained sufficient strength,
they climb to the tops of the trees, where they are
fed by the parents till they are able to fly, and support
themselves.”

The young, in their very different livery, have been
described as a different species.

Male; length, from about twenty-two inches and a
quarter, to twenty-three inches; bill, black, inclining to
yellow at the base, a white line extends from it over the
eye; iris, deep reddish orange; the eyelids, greenish or
blnish white, TForehead, white; erown, black with green
reflections; neck on the sides, tinged with greyy on
the back, and the nape, black with green reflections:
from the head springs an occipital plume of feathers,
generally three, but sometimes four in number. i They
are concave beneath, the one fitting within the other,
so as. to appear like a single plume; this the bird
has the power of raising or depressing according as it
is alarmed or irritated, or at rest; and thos they “part
to meet again:'? the upper one is the longest, sometimes
‘measuring about eight inches in length; they are tip-

ws T
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~ped or not with brown: or black; according to the age
of the bird; chin, throat, and breast, white, with a
very faint tinge of cream-colour. Back, on the upper
© part, black, with green reflections, on the lower part,
fine grey. P

The wings expand to the width of three feet three
inches and a half, or a little over that measurement,
the first quill feather is of the same length as the
fourth, the third a little longer, the second the longest
in the wing. Greater and lesser wing coverts, grey;
primarice, secondaries, and tertiaries, grey; greater and

lesser under wing coverts, pure white. Tail and tail.

coverts, fine bluish grey. The legs are feathered
nearly to the knees; the bare part and the toes, pale
yellowish green. Claws, black, short and hooked; that
of the middle toe pectinated on its inner side.

The female is like the male,

In the young the tip of the bill is blackish brown,
the remainder dark brown, the edges paler in eolour,
the base and lower mandible, yellowish green or yellowish
brown; iris, brown, the eyelids pale greenish brown;
head, crown, and neck on the back, brown, with the
centre of each feather yellowish white; the neck in front
has the feathers yellowish white, deeply margined with
brown and yellowish brown; the nape wants the plume.
Chin, throat, and breast, yellowish white, the feathers
deeply margined with yellowish or greyish brown,
forming elongated spots; back, deep brown, with an-
gular yellowish white streaks on the centre of the
feathers.  Greater wing coverts, deep brown, with
triangular-shaped spots of whitish on their tips; lesser
wing coverts, deep brown, with angular whitith streaks
on the.centres of the feathers; primaries, also deep
brown, with triangular-shaped spots of white on their

o
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tips; secondarics and tertiaries, decp brown, tipped
with pale brown. Tail, greyish brown; upper tail
coverts, a mixtare of grey and two shades of brown;
legs and toes, yellowish green, or yellowish brown-
claws, dark brown.

Selby observes, ‘““as the bird prbcccds to mnlixrit_v,
it acquires at each successive moulting a plumage
approaching nearer to that of the adult; and in these
intermediate stages, has been described as constituting
different species, by varions writers.

John Gatcombe, Esq., of Wyndham Place, Plymonth,
has obliged me with a very beautiful drawing. of this
species, but it did not arrive quite in time for the use
of this work, ‘

-4
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of MHatfield Chase, the birds were common in that dis-
trict; but at present only a single one is occasionally
ng seen. . Upwards of si:ity were ascertained, by Mr.
Thomas Allis, to have been killed in the county in
that year, in which they were unusually abundant all
over lingland. In the month of December, eight were
obtained in the neighbourhood of Carlisle, in Cumber-
. land; only one having been met with there in the
preceding ten or twelve years. In Somersetshire, in
the same year, the winter of 1830-31. In ].'Iampshirc,
” in Denny Bog, in the New Forest.
The Rev. Leonard Jenyns, in his “Observations on
the Ornithology of Cnmbndgcslnrc,”_p‘_!‘bhshed in 1826,
says that Bitterns were then met with in Burwell
Fen, and occasionally on the moors near Cambridge,
but appeared to. be getting more scarce every year.
Formerly they were plentiful. g
They have also not unfrequently been met with nlong
the low flat ‘shores of Kent and Issex, in the reed
beds and marshy grounds along the banks of the
Thames. - One at Walthamstow, in the latter county, in
thc month of January, 1850, It was common formerly,
i, speaking “of Lincolnshire,
© that it is not so now. Man-_
~ near Brigg, in the sam&"
‘Charles Anderson, Bart., as <
- wving formerly been favourite localities, In Lancaslure,
. a male bird was shot at Thelwall, near Warrington, on
the banks of the Mersey, on the 12th. of January,
1854, In Coruwall, specimens have occurred at Penryn
Creck, Swanpool, Pennagice, dnd - other places near
TFalmouth,  One, .a Sfemale; w‘as' ‘shot at Swanscombe,
near_ Gl"ﬂcsend Kent, Mr. W, C. Cooke informs me,

and also one at IIorumg, I\Urfoik Deccmber 80th., 1853.
- .

.
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In Derbyshire, one, in 1837, frequcnted the margin of

' the Trent below Swarkeston Bridge; one was shot
formerly on the same river; and J. J. Briggs, Esq. saw

}' ~one also at the cliff, near Weston, in September, 1538,
In Narfolk they have been not unfrequent, and must

t formerly have been plentiful; their numbers appear to
have been added to in the winter months by occasional

A migratory arrivals, In Surrey, it has occurred near

/ Godalming, and  at Kew Bridge, in January, 1854,
Oae also at Jessop’s Eyot, near Chiswick, Middlesex,
on the Tth. of the same month.

In Scotland, some have been obtained, especially in
the southern piit in the winter of 1880-31, when
several were brought to Sir William Jardine, in Dum-
friesshire. In Satherlandshire, they are rare; Charles
St. John, Esq. has heard it at Shinness, near Loch
Shin.

Wallace, in his “Account of Orkney,” states that the
“Bittern hath been seen in this country;” but Dr. W. B.
Baikie and Mr. Robert Heddle, in their very complete
“Historia Naturalis Orcadensis,” say that since then
they have met with no record of its appearance in the
' islands. 'y
‘ y  Bitterns occasxonnlly breed in tlm co*m'y,'_" some

on the other hand remain throughout

arriving in March and April, and departing in September
nd October.  Thomas Eyton, Esq., of Eyton, in his
“Fauna of Shropshire,”” mentions a liatch of these birds
as having come off st Cesford. Pool, in that county.

Another paik bm]t at Tonglake, near Albrighton, also

in Salop. An egg ‘was ofice obtained at Ranworth,
in Norfolk, In Ireland, foo, the late William 'ﬁlompsou,
Esq., of Bc]f1~t, has uxud that somwe breed m tho most

>4
" ‘.; m. ~ ’ '-
\ for the nost part it would appear that they ‘are’ mlﬁltory, .

e
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extensive bogs, and are occasionally met with elsewhere,
but that the birds are becoming gradually more scarce.

During the day they conceal themselyes among the
flazs, rushes, reeds, and other rank vegetation that
prevails in the damp distriets, which afford them secu-
rity and sheltee—those wild plants that grow by the
side of the lazy pool, and those that adorn the bank of
the sequestered stream “that whimples doon the glen.”
At times they are found in woods. They are formidable
if attacked at clpsé quarters, the sharp bill giving hard
and severe blows. ‘l'o defend themselves against a dog,
they will throw themselves on their backs, and strike
with their claws as well as with their bill, both weapons
of considerable power. They were formerly in some
estimation as an article of food for the table, especially
the young, and even still command a good price. They
were also in esteem in falconry, as their habit is, when
flown at, to rise high in the air, ascending in .spiral
circles, endeavouring to keep above their enemy. Selby
adds, “Should this manceavre fail, it then prepares for
the descent of the Hawk, by setting its sharp bill per-
pendicularly upwards, upon which its impetuous antag-
onist frequently transfixes itself, or is so severely
wounded, as to be obliged to give np a second attack.”

They are of solitary habits, and while lying close in their
guarters, the head resting upon the shoulders, bent back'
somewhat in the shape of the letter S, will frequently
allow themselves to be almost trodden upon before they
take wing, or endeavour to escape. Their usual position
is ‘couchant,” with the body erect, and the head, neck,
and bill pointed upwards.

Bewick says that the Bittern, when attacked by the
Buzzard, or other birds of prey, defends itself with
great courage, and generally beats off such assailants.
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They are sometimes met with at a distance from water;
thus Meyer mentions one shot on Buarwood Common,
near Walton, Surrey. They ravely perch in trees, but
do %0 sometimes on their first arrival as a means of
shelter. More than one pair are seldom found in one
swamp, unless it is of very large extent. They cannot®
be rendered tame, though they may be kept a few years
in confinvement. If approached in their native fastnesses,
they lie immoveably still as long as it scems possible to
sacceed in escaping observation or molestation, and if a
, person walks round one, it turns itself as if on a pivet,
without otherwise moving, facing the intruder continually.
Meyer observes, “The manner in which the Bittern
moves its long neck is very remarkable: owing to the
profusion of loose feathers all down the neck, it is not
visible how the long neck is folded up in drawing it
close to the body, and extending it again immediately.
When the neck is drawn close to the body, and the
head and beak lie in an horizontal line on its back,
the whole bird looks a clumsy thick lump of feathers;
and it may well startle any one who has never met
with a Bittern in a wild state, to see it lengthen itself
on a sudden, when in the act of flying up. The
attitude in which the Bittern shows itself to most ad-
vantage, is when it is in a passion, or under great
excitement from fear; under such circumstances, it faces
the danger with half-open wings, and holds the tip
of the beak in readiness for the onset, while the loose
plumage of the neck is raised, and the head feathers
erected so as to form a perfect circular crest. The
eyes of its opponent, whether man or beast, are then
the usual aim.”
“It is very remarkable how the Bittern disentangles

itsell from among the strong thick rushes, so as to gain
VoL, IV, T
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room to open its wings. The way in which this is
managed is by grasping the rushes with its long toes,
and thus climbing to the more pliable foliage of the
plantation.” :

They do not fly far at a time, if disturbed, and
«then at a dull and.flagging pace. They walk slowly,
and with much apparent caution.

They seek their prey, which consists of small animals,
moles, shrews, mice, and others, birds, fishes, leeches,
lizards, snakes, frogs, beetles, and other insects, by
night. Sir William Jardine has known a Water-Rail
devoured whole by one, and Mr. Yarrell found in
another the remains of a Pike, of considerable size, and
in another, a Water-Rail whole and six small fishes,
and Mr. Blyth in another the remains of other fish
and some large coleopterous insects.

The Bittern’s boom, for so is its note ecalled, is
supposed to resemble the bellowing of a bull, from
whence the duplicate name it bears. It somewhat re-
sembles the word assigned to it. It is uttered in the
spring, the season of courtship, and is no donbt as
sweet to the ear of the mate, as the most rich trilling
quaver to the enamoured nightingale, or the softest
cooing to the gentle dove. Mr. Yarrell says, that
when roused at other times, the bird makes a sharp
harsh ery on rising, not unlike that of a Wild Goose, -
and in flight, but only during the night, a “craw,
craw.” The sound produced by the Bittern, is so
peculiar and strange, that it has given rise to various
superstitions, which have borrowed adventitious charms
of alarm from the lonely places in which the note is
for the most part heard. “The common people are of
opinion that it thrusts its bill into a reed that serves
as a pipe for swelling the note above its natural pitch,
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while others imagine that the Bittern puts its head
under water, and then by blowing violently produces
its boomings. It begins its call in the evening, boom-
ing six or eight times, and then discontinuing for
ten or twenty minutes, it renews the same sound.”  The
Bittern commonly booms while soaring high in the
air with a spiral flight.

The nest is made of sticks, reeds, and other rough
materials, and is generally placed on the ground, in
the thickest part of the vegetation, not far from the
water’s edge. Dr. Thieneman says that the bird is
careful to put it wpon a mass of fallen reeds and
prostrate rushes, so as to be beyond the effects of any
temporary rising of the water.

The eggs, which are of a similar shape at either
end, are from three to four or five in number, and
of a uniform pale brown colour. The female sits
on them, and the male brings her food while thus
engaged. The young are soon able to shift for them-
selves.

Male; the bill, sharp on the edges, and pointed, is
greenish yellow, the upper mandible varied with dark
horn-colour towards the point; from the base on cach
side proceed large longitudinal streaks of dark brown
and reddish brown; iris, yellow; under it descends a
streak of rich deep brown. Head on the crown, which

1is somewhat depressed, black, tinged with metallic green

and purple; the feathers at the back of the head varied
with cross bars of black and pale buff, the latter colour
on the tip, itself again minutely edged with black;
gides of the head, brownish buff. Neck on the sides,
brownish buff, with narrow transverse lines of dark
brown; the feathers are lengthened and fold over the
back part, which is only covered with thick down;
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they are also capable of being set forward, and then
assume the appearance of a ruff; neck on the back,
and the mape, rich brownish baff, irregularly marked
with black and dark reddish brown. Chin, pale buff
white; throat on the centre, pale brown; the breast has
the feathers blackish brown in their centres, broadly
margined with buff, the lower part buff with narrow
and some wider streaks of dark brown. Back, yellowish
brown buff on the centres of the feathers, forming streaks,
the outside edges black.

The wings have the four first feathers of about the
same length, and, at the same time, the longest in the
wing; primaries, mottled with greyish or brownish black
and chesnut brown, darker red than on the body. Tail,
reddish brown, darker red than on the body, variegated
with black; it is composed of ten feathers and is very
short. The legs, which are thick, short, and feathered
down to within half an inch or three-quarters of an inch
of the knee, are as the toes—pale green; the latter are
very pliable. The claws, which are very long and
sharp, pale horn-colour, the middle one pectinated.

The female differs in no essential respect from the
male. -

The same remark applies to the young of the year.
At first they are covered with an orange yellow down.
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BOONK. RUFOUS BITTERN. LITTLE HERON.
LUITLE BUI'I'ERN HERON. LONG-NECK,

Ardea minnta, Lixxxos. Leacn.
“* danubialis, © GMELIN.
“ soloniensis, Gurnix.
Ardeola minuta, Prrxcr BroNarante.
Cancrophagus minutus, Kavp,
Butor 5 SWAINSON,
Botaurus pusillus, BremM.
- minuius, Boie, Erxrox.
Ardea—A Heron, AMinuta—Small—minute.

Tanis bird belongs to the southern parts of the
European continent—Turkey, Italy, Greece, France,
Spain, and Holland. In Sweden it has been met with,
though but wery rarely: in Switzerland, it is annually
observed; and some few, according to M. Necker, stay
to breed. In Asia, it is plentifully distributed about-
the Black Sea and the Caspian Sca; in Persia, Syria,
and Arabia. Tn Africa, it is also met with—in Barbary,
and so far south as the Cape of Good Hope; likewise
in Madeira. .

In this county, Yorkshire, one was procured near
Redear, which iz on the sea-coast, on the 20th. of
Scptember, 1852; one at Birdsall, near Malton, the seat
of Henry Willoughby, Esq., about the year 1842; one
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at Thorpe, near Barlington, the seat of A. W. Bosville,
E«q.; and one near Doncaster. In Dorsetshire, one in

1851, at Preston, near Weymouth, and one at Lytchet

Maltravers. A young bird was bought in the Leaden-
hall Market, London, and is now in the collection of
British Birds, in the British Museum. One was shot
in April, 1852, in the parish of Oving, in the county
" of Sussex, as Mr. George Jackson informs me. Another
was run down and captured by some men, in the
neighbourhood of Plymouth, a few years since, in the
spring; one in Cornwall. One, a female, was shot near
Guildford, in Surrey. In Norfolk, one, a male, at
South Waltham, on the 11th. of June, 1549, where,
according to Mr. Yarrell, on the authority of Mr.
Heysham, of Carlisle, a pair had been shot about the
beginning of July, 1839; one at Lowestoft, a female,
in June, 1830; one at Barnaby, and one at Ludham.

Also in Berkshire, one, in the summer of 1826, on
the banks of the Thames, near Windsor; one at Uxbridge
Moor, in Middlesex; one in Herefordshire, at’ Shobden
Court, the seat of Lord Bateman, in the spring of
1838; one also in South Wales. At Somerton, one,
also a male, a young bird, on the 17th. of May, 1852;
in Shropshire, one, at Shrewsbury, on the banks of
the Severn. In Northumberland, one, at Blagdon, the
seat of Sir M. W. Ridley, Bart.; and one near the
mouth of the Tyne. In Devonshire, one, in the sum-
mer of 1808; in Somersetshire, one, near Bath, in the
autumn of 1789, and another near the River Creed.

In Orkney, one was killed in the Isle of Sunda, in
the winter of 1805-G.

In Ireland, one has been recorded by the late
William Thompson, Esq., of Belfast, as having been
shot in the county of Armagh.

A
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It is of migratory habits, moving northwards the
latter part of April, and returning southwards in
September.

It is adapted in its modes of life to the wooded swamps
that border on rivers, lakes, ponds, and inland seas,
among which, where reeds or other aquatic vegetation
flourishes, it has its habitation. It frequently perches
on trees, especially in the spring of the year. Selby
says that its usual position on the ground, when at
rest, is that of sitting on the whole length of the leg,
with the neck bent, the head thrown back, and the
bill pointing almost perpendicalarly upwards. Meyer
observes, “It is a matter of surprise how the Little
Bittern puts in practice one of its habits, namely, that
of climbing or running up and down a perpendicular
branch of a tree, with as much ease as if it walked
on the ground. The ‘necessity of placing its feet in
a line, mukes the circumstance unavoidable of crossing
its legs at every step, while the formation of its feet
is apparently adapted only for the purpose of wading.
The length and pliability of the toes, and the arched
and sharply pointed claws, materially aid this bird in
retaining its hold.

The Little Bittern is very artful in keeping itself
out of sight, and alss in deceiving thie greater number
of its enemies, when in an unsheltered spot, by placing
itself in a stiff, unnataral position when it perceives the
approach of danger, in which it remains so immoveable,
and for so long a time, that when it is at last obliged
to take wing, it flies up with such unexpected noise
that the sportsman is generally too much taken by
surprise to avail himself of the opportunity of firing,
until the bird has attained too great a distance to be
shot; and when concealed among reeds, rushes, ‘or
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other herbage, it is with the greatest difficulty that it
is made to start; and to effect this purpose frequently
requires much cantion and perseverance. The best
time to get a sight of the Little Bittern is towards
the evening, owing to its habit of coming forth of its
own accord at that time; but to reach, unperceived,
a hiding-place for the purpose of lying in wait, the
greatest caution is required when approaching the spot
supposed to be frequented by this species. ‘

The flight of the Little Bittern is different from that
of others of its family, being performed with stronger
and quicker motions of the wings. Tt does not fly
high in the air during the day, but only high enough,
in general, to clear the vegctation among which it
resides. When in the act of taking flight, this Bittern
flutters quickly with its wings; but when alighting it
throws itself, as it were, to the earth; only breaking
its fall when close to the ground, by expanding the
wings.” | ¥

This” species, as just shewn, is a good climber, and
ascends upright objects with great ease. It walks about,
Audubon says, with the head drawn closely in, and
without shewing any portion of the neck.

The bird is capable of being tamed, especially if
taken young, but only with much trouble. It is deseribed

as being very amusing, assuming various grotesque:

attitudes. Tt is bold, fierce, and courageous, and quick
in its movements. If attacked it defends itself ably
with its pointed beak, aiming at the eyes of its assailant,
or other undefended parts—“unde nisi intus datum?”
It is capable of being kept in confincment.

The Little Bittern feeds by night, and remains still

during the day in the cover afforded by the water plants *

that grow in the situations which it feequents. Its food
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consists of fish, frogs, and other reptiles, to which some
have added wmolluscous animals and insects; indeed,
Audubon says, that tame ones are very expert in catching
flies. The young birds are fed with food from the crops
of their parents, which the latter are said to place on
the edge of the nest. “If the young brood continue
undisturbed they remain long in the nest, but if they
are molested they hurry out and cling to the rushes,
being fully capable of climbing up and down in the
same manner as the parent birds. As soon as the young
can help themselves the pareats leave the breeding-
place, and are no more seen in the neighbourhood for
the remainder of the season. While the female sits on
her eggs she can hardly be driven away, and remains
not only close to the spot, bat runs up and down the
rushes in the greatest excitement, continually uttering
her alarm note, while the male bird watches the scene
from his hiding-place.”

The note is a harsh croak; that which expresses
alarm being likened, by Meyer, to the word ‘gaek,’
repeated two or three times. Viellot compares it
to the barMng of a large dog, when heard at a
distance.

The nest is generally to, be found where flags grow,
sometimes near, but at other times farther off from
water. It is placed on hummocks in the marshes, or
on strewed reeds or flags, a little above the usunal rise
of the water, and in some instances, on the low boughs
of an overhanging tree: a few have been found in
bushes about a yard from the ground. It is made of
such materials as the dry twigs of the willow, grass,
reeds, rushes, and flags; and is a shapeless structure.

The eggs, four, and occasionally five, in number, or

even six, according to Mr. Hewitson, are of a pale
VOL. 1V, u
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whitish green colour. Their incubation occupies sixteen
or seventeen days.

Male; length, one foot one or two inches; bill, rich
yellow, the point dusky; iris, brlght yellow, over it is
a_yellow streak., Head on the crown, black, reflected
with green or blue; neck on the back and sides, dull
yellowish buff, tinged with lilac purple; on the lower
part of the neck in the front the feathers are elon-
gated on the sides, at that part a few of the feathers
have dark centres with buff-coloured margins. ‘Nape,
almost bare of feathers, but those of the sides of the
neck passing obliquely backwards and downwards cover
the otherwise bare space; chin, white; throat, pale dull
yellow. The breast has the loose feathers dull yellow,
tinged with violet, some of them margined with dusky
and rich brownish yellow; below, the breast is yellow;
back, black, with green reflections.

The wings have the first three quill feathers very
nearly equal in length, and the longest; the axillury
plume is white; greater and lesser wing coverts, duil
yellowish buff; primaries, dusky, or greyish black; greater
and lesser under wing coverts, white, of pale buffi
Upper tail coverts, black, with green veflections; under
tail coverts, whitish; the legs are clothed with feathers
to, or nearly to, the knee joint; the unfeathered part
and the toes, light yellowish green; the soles yellow;
claws, dusky; the middle one is serrated on the inner
side,

Female. John Henry Guarney, Esq., and William
Richard Tisher, Esq., of Yarmouth, in their “Account
of the Birds found in Norfolk,” observe, “From an
inspection of the specimens obtained from time to time
in this district, we incline to the opinion, that if the
females of this species ultimately arrive at a plamagc

1
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similar to that of the adult males, as is asserted by
modern naturalists, it is only at a much more advanced
period than that at which the same plumage is assumed
by the latter; and it appears quite certain that the fe-
male, in the supposed immatare plumage, pairs with
the adult male’

The young in its first plumage, while yet some of
the down remains upon it, has the head on the crown
dark brown; the feathers of the neck white at the
base, pale yellowish brown towards the end, with a
streak of dark brown in the line of the shaft, which
dark marks wear out by degrees. Breast, pale buff,
with long streaks of dusky brown in the line of the
feathers, which also gradually become obliterated; back,
dark brown, with buff-coloured edges to the feathers,
which are lost as the bird advances in age. Greater
and lescer wing coverts, buff; primaries, greyish black;
tertiaries, reddish brown; greater and lesser under
wing coverts, pale buff white. Tail, greyish black, the
outer web of the first quill feather chesnut; under tail
coverts, pale buff white. Legs, toes, and claws, reddish
brown. Inthe young bird, in the more advanced stage,
the bill is yellowish brown. The crown is blackish
green; neck on the sides, reddish brown; in front,
yellowish brown. The throat has a spot of white on
~ each side; breast above, deep red brown, with a glossy
lustre, the feathers margined with yellowish white;
below, yellowish white, streaked with brown; back,
chesnut brown, the feathers margined with yellowish
white. Tail, blackish green; legs, pale olive green.

The plate is taken from a beautiful drawing by
Jobn Gatcombe, Esq., of Plymouth.
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FRECKLED HERON, MOKOHO BITTERN. DUNKADOO.

Ardea minor, Witsox.
“ leatiginosa, MosTacu: Luact.
. Mokoko, VieLLot.
. stellaris, var., Larman.
Botaurus freti Hudsoniy, Bussox,
Butor Awmericana, SWAINSON,
Ardea—A Heron. Minor—JLesser.

Tug native country of this species of Bittern is
indicated by its name. It is a native of the whole of
North America, and occurs in plenty in the Far
countries, regions which for true sporting are to be
preferred to any others in the world, even to the jungles
of sultry India, or the vast and rarely-trodden wilds of
the distant interior of Southern Africa.

Of these -birds Mr. Yarrell speaks of one as having
been met with in the Tsle of Man; one in Cornwall;
one in Hampshire, near Christchurch, in 1836; one in
Devonshire, shot at Mothecombe, near Plymouth,
December 22nd., 1829; and one, the specimen recorded
by Montagu, shot by a Mr. Cunningham, in the parish
of Piddletown, or Puddletown, near the Riyer Froome,
in the county of Dorset, in the antumn of 1804.

These birds are sold in the markets of New Orleans
as an article of food, though of inferior estimation, to
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make gombo soup, a composition of the ‘cuisiniex” with
which I am not acquainted. When fat, however, they
are said by Wilson to be excellent eating.

The flight is said to be rather rapid.

It feeds on fish and frogs.

Its note, a.loud booming, is considered to be repre-

sented by two of the names applied to it as vernacular

ones—Mokoho and Dunkadoo. Dr. Richardson says that
it may be heard every summer’s evening, and also fre-
quently in the day. When disturbed, it utters a hollow,
croaking cry, compared by Mr. Cunningham to the
tapping of a drum.

The nest is made in swamps.

The eggs are described by Hutchins as of a uniform
dull olivaceous tint.

Male; length, about two feet three inches; bill,
brownish yellow, the upper mandible dark brown along
the upper ridge at the point; iris, yellow, over it and
from the forchead, before and behind it, is a streak of
light yellow brown. Head on the erown, brown; tinged
with red; back of the head and neck on the back, brown;

nape, bare of feathers; down the side of the neck is a

descending streak of black. The loose elongated feathers
of the front and sides of the neck down to the breast
are brown along the centre, bounded by a darker line,
_ and with broad edges of pale buff. Chin, white; throat,
a mixture of white, buff, and dark brown in streaks.
Breast, buff, each feather with an elongated patch of
brown on its centre, forming zigzag pencillings, but more
distant and finer than those on the upper parts. Back,
rich brown, the centre of each feather the darkest and
most uniform in coloury the edges freckled with darker
brown on a ground of yellowish brown.

The wings have the first thred quill feathers nearly
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equal in length, and the longest in the wing. *The
first quill feather differs ju. form’ {rom' the second and
third, being remarkably pointed at the end,. while the
second and third are rounded,” Greater and lesser wing
coverts, rich brown, the centre of each feather the
darkest, and most uniform in colour; the edges freckled
with the darker brown on a ground of yellow brown.
Primaries, except the three first, brow_ni:;h black, tipped
with chesnat, which is also freckled with brownish black,
the shafts black; secondaries, also brownish black, tipped
with chesnut, which is likewise freckled with brownish
black, the shafts black; tertiaries, freckled with dark

- brown, reddish brown, and buff. Tail, almost uniform

— T TSR

reddish brown; upper tail coverts, buff, freckled with

two shades of brown; under tail coverts, uniform buff.

Legs and toes, greenish brown; claws, darker, approaching

. to horn-colour; the middle toe pectinated.

The young are said to be at first black.

et e ———, S 3






WHITE  STORK.

‘Ciconia alha, FremMine., Sevsy.
Avdea cicoiia, Mosvhor. Brwick.

Ciconin—A Stork, Alha==\White. -

Tiue winter quarters of the Stork are Fgypt, and other
northern parts of Africa; and its summer haunts, the '

southern countrics of Europe—France, Holland, Ger-

many, Turkey, Spain, Poland, and southern Russia, .

some advancing as far north as Sweden, and other
districts of Scandinavia and Siberia. Its eastern range
extends throngh Asia to Japan.

Sir Thomas Browne has recorded that he nsed ‘to
notice these birds occasionally in the fens, and that
some had been shot in Norfolk, in the neighbourhood
of Norwich and Yarmouth.  Wallis, in his history of
Northumberland, mentions one shot near Chollerford
Bridge, in the year 1766. One was shot a few miles from
Bickingham, in the month of September, in the year
1846, of which James Dalton, Esq., of Warcester College,
Oxford, obligingly informed me; and N. Rowe, Esq.,
a!so of the same: College, of another, shot at ‘I'opsham,

,ngonshu'e, on the estuary of the Exe, on the 28th.
of July, 1832,

The following specimens are ‘#lso on record as having

occarred :—In Wlltshu‘c, one, near Sahsbury; in Kent,
one, near Sandwich, and one in Romney Mirsh. In
Suffolk, one, near Middcnh;\ll‘! in 1830. The late
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Frederick Holme, Esq., of Corpus Christi  College,
Oxford, asserted that four or five haunted some pools
on Kexby Common, in the Bast Riding of Yorkshire,
for some time, in the spring of 1830, aud that one of
them was shot. About the year 1823, one was killed
at Bawtry, in the county; and about the year 1820,
a flock was seen on the Trent, two, supposed to belong
to which, were shot, also near Bawtry. In March,
1831, one was shot at Bretton Hall, near Barnsley, the
scat of Thomas Wentworth Beaumont, Esq. | Other
instances, I believe, have occurred, One was shot on
the sea-shore near Skipsea. A bird also, that appeared
to be of this species, was seen below Wansford, in the
parish of Nafferton, near Drifficld, in the gpring of
1846, by E. H. Reynard, Esq., and — Fife, Esq. In
Hampshire, one was obtained at Little Park, near
Wickham. In Devonshire, three.

In Norfolk, a pair were shot in the Burgh Marshes,
in the summer of 1817; another before that time, and
one seen in the autumn of 1810, and one shot at
Halvergate, May 11th., 1842, One, on Bredon, near
Yarmouth, about the 15th. of March, 1851 ; and another
was said to have been killed mear Yarmouth, about
the beginning of January, in the same year. One or
two are killed in most years, generally in the spring
months, and in the vicinity of the coast.

In Scotland it has occurred more than once. One
was shot in the parish of Lonmay, near the Loch of
Strathbeg, not far from the sea-shore, between Peterhead
and Frazerburgh, in Abcrdccnshirc, in the winter of
1857-38,

In Orkney, a White QIork was C'lllght in South
Ronaldshay, in 1840, and kept alive for some time;
being prevented from escaping by its wings being
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clipped, it used to keep company with a flock of tame
Geese,

In Ireland it is also said to have been met with
formerly; and three were seen near Fermoy, in the
county of Cork, and one of them procured about the
last week in May, 1846, '

Who has not read of the Stork at the conflagration
of Delft, which, after attempting in vain to convey
away her young to a place of safety, remained with
them and perished—a never-dying example of maternal
devotedness. But the bird, indeed, must always have
been noticed for the like fecling, for thence its name,
one and the same with the expressive word “Storge,”
natural affection—the innate impulse which the Almighty
Author of Good has implanted in every living creature,
whether developed more or less ostensibly to man, and
in many cases in a degree which even man himself
does not and cannot excced.

The Stork is in much esteem in the countries where
it is plentifal, as a destroyer of reptiles and vermin,
and as a “Sanitary Commissioner” is of great use and
efliciency, by the removal of all sorts of otherwise
obnoxious and deleterious substances.

This bird, conscious, as it were, of its usefulness, and
relying on its immunity from harm, walks about with
fearless confidence along the busy streets of the most
populous towns, and forages for itself in the thronged
market-places. Meyer says, “A very curious anecdote
was recorded some years ago in a German newspaper,
which strongly illustrates the wonderful parental affection
of this species for their young. A house, on the top
of which was a Stork’s nest, containing young birds,
took fire. In the midst of the conflagration, the old

birds were seen flying to aud from the nest, and
YOL. 1V, X
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plunging into a neighbouring piece of water, in which
they soaked their feathers, and returning again and -again
to the nest, sprinkled the water over their young in such
abundance, that they not only preserved their young
ones, but saved from destruction that part of the building
on which the nest was sitnated.”

“Phere is a great deal of tender attachment mani-
fested by the Stork towards its mate and young brood,
which extends itself to its protectors and keepers when
in @ state of confinement or domestication. But if a
bird of this species is ill-treated or insulted, it will
revenge itself on the first opportunity; and if hurt, it
will fight manfully, and stand to its cause with its life.
The blows of the powerful beak of the Stork are not
to be trifled with, and are generally well directed and
dangerous; the eyes of its antagonist being aimed at
with great precision.” .

Selby writes, “Previous to the autumnal migration,
which, in ‘Burope, happens the last weck in August
or the beginning of September, these birds congregate
in immense flocks, and, as if to try the strength of
pinion of the recently-produced brood, make several
short excursions, and are much in motion among them-
selves. After these trials of capability, they suddenly
take flight, rise high into the air, and wing their way
with great swiftness to the distant climes in which they
pass our hyemal months; and where, it is said, they
sometimes produce a second brood.”

Storks, as may be supposed, are easily to be kept in
confinement. In Holland they are treated with even
superstitions attention, and are never molested or injured.

Their chosen localities are low and watery pasture
{ands, intersected by dykes and drains, or bordered by
yvivers, canals, and lakes.



WHITE STORK. 155

“Cranes are not,” writes Bishop Stanley, “like the
Heron, stationary; hut, even in the countries to which
they are most attached, are regular. birds of passage;
but so punctual in their coming and goings, that from
the most remote times, they have been considered as
gifted with reasoning powers. The prophet Jereminh,
speaking of their kuowledge, contrasts their instinctive
obedience to their Creator’s laws with the culpable
departure therefrom by those on whom God had bestowed
the higher gifts of reason and understanding. ‘Yea, the
Stork in the heaven knoweth her appointed times; and
the Tartle, and the Crane, and the Swallow, ebserve
the time of their coming; but my people know not the
judgment of the Lord.’—Jeremiuh, viii. 7.

So punctual is the arrival and departure of the various
migratory birds, that to this day the Persians, as well
as ancient Arabs, often form their almanacks on their
movements. Thus, the beginning of the singing of the
Nightingales was the commencement of .a festival,
welcoming the return of warm weather, while the coming
of the Storks was the period of another, anncuncing
their joy at the departure of winter. The expression,
‘the Stork in the heaven,” is more applicable than at
first appears, for even when out of sight, its pathway
may be traced by the loud and piercing cries.

‘In the middle of April,” says a trayeller in the Ioly
Land, ‘while our ship was riding at anchor under Mount
Carmel, we saw three flights of these birds, cach of
which tock up more than three hours in passing us,
extending itself, at the same time, more than half a mile
in breadth.” They were then leaving Egypt, and steering
towards the north-east of Palestine; where it scems, from
the account of another eye-witness, they abound in the
month of May. ‘Returning from Cana to Nazareth,” he
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observes, ‘I =aw the fields so filled with flocks of Storks,
they they appeared quite white with them; and when
they rose and hovered in the air, they seemed like
clonds. The respect paid in former times to these birds
is still shown; for the Turks, notwithstanding their
recklessness in shedding human blood, have a more
than ordinary regard for Storks, looking upon them with
an almost revgrcntial affection.” )

In the neighbourhood of Smyrna, and indeed thoughou
the whole of the Ottoman dominions, wherever the
bird abides during his summer visits, it is welcomed.
They call him their friend and their brother, the friend
and brother exclusively of the Moslem race, entertaining
a belief that wherever the influence of their religion
prevailed, he would still bear them company; and it might
seem that these sagacious birds are well aware of the
predilection; for singularly enough, a recent traveller,
who met with them in incredible numbers in Asia Minor,
observed, that although they built on the mosques,
minarets, and Turkish houses, their nests were never
erected on a Christian roof. In the Turkish quarters
they were met in all directions, strutting about most
familiarly, mixing with the people in the streets, but
ravely entering the parts of the town inhabited by Grecks
“or Armenians, by whom, possibly, they may be occasi-
onally disturbed. Nothing can be more interesting than
the view of an assemblage of their nests. Divided, as
they always are, into pairs, sometimes only the long,
clastic neck of one of them is to be seen peering from
its cradle of nestlings, the mate standing by on one of
his Tong slim legs, and watching with every sign of the
closest affection.

At another Mohammedan town, Fez, on the coast of
Barbary, there is a rich hospital, expressly built and
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supported by large funds, for the sole purpose of
assisting and nursing sick Cranes and Storks, and of

burying them when dead. This respect arises from a

strange belief, handed down from time immemorial, that

the Storks are human beings in that form, men from

some distant islands, who, at certain seasons of the year,

assyme the shape of these birds, that they may visit

Barbary, and return at a fixed time to their own country,

where they resaume the human form. It has been con-

jectured that this tradition came originally from Egypt,

where the Storks are held in equal respect, as we shall

see when we speak of their sacred bird, Ibis. By the

Jews the former was also respected, though for a different

reason; they called it Chaseda, which in Hebrew signifies

piety, or mercy, from the tenderness shown by the young .
to the old birds, who, when the latter were feeble or

sick, would bring them food.

This affection, however, appears to be mutual, for the
parent birds have a more than ordinary degree of
affection for their young, and have been known to
perish rather than desert them.

Besides the Jews other ancient nations held these birds
in veneration. A law among the Greeks, obliging
children to support their parents, even received its name
from a reference to these birds. By the Romans it was
" called the pious bird, and was also an emblem on the
medals of such Roman princes, as merited the title of
Pius.

Some hen's eggs were placed in a Stork’s nest, and
the others removed. The female Stork, not aware of
the change, sat patiently the appointed number of days,
till the shells were broken, and the young chickens
made theic appearance. No sooner were they seen by
the old birds, than they testified their surprise by harsh
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notes and fierce looks, and after a short pause they jointly
fell upon the unfortunate chickens, and pecked them to
pieces, as if conscious of the disgrace which might be
supposed to attach to a dishonoured nest.

A French surgeon at Smyrna, wishing to procure
Stork, and finding great difficulty, on account of the
extreme vencration in which they are held by the Turks,
stole all the eggs out of a mest, and replaced them ywith
those of a hen. In process of timé the young chickens
came forth, much to the astonishment of the Storkss In
a short time the male went off, and was not seen for
two or three days, when he returned with an immense
crowd of his companions, who all assembled in the
place, and formed a circle, taking no notice of the
numerous spectators, which so unusual an oceurrence
had collected. ‘The female was brought forward into
the midst of the circle, and after some consultation, the
whole flock fell upbn her, and tore her to pieces; after
which they immediately dispersed, and the ncst was
entirely abandoned,

The following, in many respects, similar case, occurred
on the estate of a gentleman of large landed property
near Berlin, and is a valuable corroboration of what
might, to many, appear as unworthy of credit. A pair
of Storks built a nest on one of the chimneys of his

mansion; having a curiosity to iuspect it, the owner

climbed up, aud found in it one egg, which being

about the size of a Goose’s egg, was replaced by one

belonging to that bird. The Storks scemed not to notice
the exchange, but no sooner was the egg hatched, than
the male bird perceiving the diﬁ’er.ence, rose from the
nest, and flying round it several times with lond screams,
disappeared, and was not again seen for three days,
during which time the female continued to tend her

4
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offspring a5 uwsual. Early on the fourth morning,
however, the inmates of the house were disturbed. by
loud and discordant eries in the field fronting the house,:
where they perceived about five hundred Storks assembled
in a dense body, and one standing about twenty yards
before the rest, apparently haranguing its companions,
who stood listening, to all appearance, with great emotion.
When this bird had concluded, it retired and another
took its place, and scemed to address them in a similar
manner. This proceeding and noise was repeated by
several successive birds, until about eleven o’clock in
the forenoon, when the whole flock simultaneously arose
in the air, uttering dismal cries.

The female all this time was observed to remain on
her nest, watching their motions with apparent trepidation.
In a short time the body of Storks made towards her,
headed by one bird, supposed to be the mate, who
struck her vehemently three or four times, and knocked
her out of the nest; the whole mass then followed the
attack, until they had not only destroyed the female
Stork, (who made no attempt either to escape or defend
herself,) but the young Gosling, and utterly removed
every vestige of the nest itself. Since that time, about
five years ago, no Stork has been known to build, or
ever been seen in that neighbourhood.

The person who stated this singular anecdote, was a
gentleman of undoubted veracity, who had been visiting
at the house and seen the preserved remains of the
Stork and dead Gosling. Tt may be added, that in
the part of Germany where this occurrence took place,
there is a superstition prevalent that a Stork never
builds on a bad maun’s house, and to such an extent
is this notion carried, that if a man were suspected, even
of murder, the people could scarcely be induced to
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bring him before the magistrates, if a Stork was known
to build on his house. This is mentionad as one amongst
other reasons why the gentleman permitted such, in some
respects, troublesome birds to build on his chimney-top
unmolested.”

“The Stork, in the attitude of repose, always stands on
one leg, with the neck bent; and the bill resting on
the breast.

They feed on almost anything—small animals, young
birds, water insects, reptiles, fishes, and worms. If
they can, they wash the food which they take from
the ground, in water, before swallowing it. They may
be seen stalking about in the fields, or standing on one
leg by the river side, watching for some prey to come
within reach.

They frequently make a loud clattering n oise, by
snapping the upper bill and the lower together with
force and quickness. This sound is produced both in
flight and when the bird is sitting on the nest. It is
common to both the male and the female, and is also
taken up by the young as soon as fledged. A hissing
noise is also emitted, especially by the young birds
when in fear.

The periodical return of the Stork to the place of
its nest, the home of its own youth, and in like manner
of its ancestors for generation after generation, is well
known. “In various parts of Holland, the nest of this
bird, built on the chimney top, remains undisturbed
for many succeeding years, and the owners constantly
return with unerring sagacity to the well-known spot.
The joy which they manifest on again taking possession
of their deserted dwelling, and the attachment which
they testify towards their benevolent hosts, are familiar
in the mouths of every one.” “In Holland particulirly,
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in some parts of Germany, and indeed in all countries
where it breeds, it is protected; boxes are provided for
them on the tops of the houses; and in several continental
cities, he considers himself a fortunate man, whose roof
the Stoik selects for its periodical resting-place.” Plat-
forms and other artificial flat erections are also placed
for them to build on.

A heap of sticks and twigs, with any other coarse
materials forms the nest. It is placed on the house
top, the summit of some tall chimney, the steeple of a
church, or an old tower, or turret; as well as on the"
highest- parts of the loftiest trees, in the immediate
vicinity of the most crowded thoroughfares.

The eggs are usually three or four in number; white,
tinged with buff, and of a short oval form. The young
are hatched after a month’s incubation, and are attended
to with sedulous attention by both parents, until fully
fledged and able to provide for themselves. The old
birds feed them from their own bills, with food they
have previously swallowed.

Male; length, three feet six or eight inches; hill,
red; iris, brown; the bare part round it black. Head,
crown, neck, nape, chin, throat, breast, and back, pure
unsullied white. Greater wing coverts, glossy black,
shaded with grey towards the shafts; primaries, secon-
daries, and tertiaries, black. Legs and toes, red; claws;
brown,

There is no difference in the plumage of the male
and the female. Bill, in the latter, dark brownish red;
legs and toes, dark brownish red, ;

In the young, the black parts of the plumage are
tinged with brown.

YOR, IV, 3
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BLACK STORK.

Ciconia nigra, Fremiva. Senuy.
Ardea . MoxTAGU.
Civonia—A Stork. Nigra—DBlack.

Tue Black Stork is found in greater or less numbers
in various countries of Europe, being not uncommon in
Switzerland and some parts of Germany, abundant in
Hungary and Poland, and very rare in France and
Holland. It travels northwards as far as Finland,
Sweden, and Russia, and is found also in Italy, in the
salt marshes, and in Turkey. In Asia it occurs like-
wise in Siberia, and to the extreme north, as well as
Persia, Syria, Ceylon, Java, and the neighbourhood of
the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea; and likewise in
Africa, at the Cape of Good Hope, and from thence to
the Mediterranean afd DMadeira. Also in America,
both on the continent and the Islands of the West
Indies, St. Domingo, and Martinique.

The following are the examples of this species that
have occurred in England:—One, recorded by Colonel
Montagu, shot on Sedge Moor, so fatal to other lives,
in the parish of Stoke St. Gregory, Somersetshire, on
the 13th. of May, 1814; one on the River Tamar, in
Devonshire, in 1831; one shot in October, 1832, in
the parish of Otley, near Ipswich, Suffolk; and one in
the Isle of Purbeck, near Poole, Dorsetshire, on the
22nd. of November, 1839. One also in Yorkshire, on
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Market Weighton Common, in the East-Riding, by Mr.
Wake, about the 29th, of October, 1852, as recorded in
“The Naturalist,” velume iii, page 19, by my brother,
Beverley R. Morris, Esq. Another was killed on the
Weald of Kent a few years since, as Mr. Chaffey, of
Dodington, has been good enough to inform me.

The Black Stork is a migratory bird, wending its
way northwards in March, and southwards back again
in. September or October.

i It gives a preference to secluded places, dwelling in
remote, extensive, and impenetrable morasses and forests,
interspersed with pools or . streams, not only in low
but in high situations, and by the banks of rivers, but
it does not otherwise appear to be of a particularly wild
or shiy nature, and is described as being moreover of a
mild and peaceful disposition, soon becoming docile in
confinement, and free from resentment. It frequently
rests on one leg. “It is an old tradition with regard
to Storks, that they take care of and nourish their parents

- when they are too old to take care of themselves, from

whence the Greek word ‘pelargicos,’ signifying the duty
of children to take care of their parents; and ‘pelargicoi
nomoi,” signifying the laws relating to that duty, both
derived from the Greek word for a Stork.—Pelargos.’
from ‘pelas’—black, and ‘argos’—white, alluding to the
prevailing colours of the Stork.”

The adult bird is not sociable even with those of its
own kind, and more than a si‘ngle pair do not choose
the same building place. If more than two are seen
together at the time of migration, they will generally be
found to be young birds of the year,

They roost on some raised spot, and in this qmcscr.nt
state the neck is recurved so that the hinder part of
the head rests on the back, and the bill is drawn in



rY

164 - . BLACK STORK.

closely among the feathers of the front of the neck.

Fish and shell-fish appear to be its favourite food,
buat it eats frogs, snakes; and other reptiles, young birds,
moles, worms, grasshoppers, beetles, and other insects,
in fact almost anything. In searcbig;g Hfor the first-named
the bill is kept partly open. Mr. Yarrell says, recording
the observations made on the one obtained by\l\rlont{sgti,
which was kept more than a year, “When very hungry
it crouches, resting the whole length of the legs upon
the ground, and supplicantly seems to solicit food by
nodding the head, flapping its unwieldy pinions, and
forcibly blowing the air from the lungs with audible
expirations. Whenever it is approached, the expulsion
of air, accompanicd by repeated nodding of the head,
is provoked.” They wade deep into the water in search
of prey, which, when captured, they kill by shaking and
beating with the bill before swallowing. They roost on
a_tree at night, and a solitary bird will perch on one
in the day-time when not engaged in search of food.
They walk about in a sedate, slow, and cautions manner.
“When about to take wing, the Black Stork takes one
or two short leaps; and when alighting it skims a short
distance before touching the ground, and places its wing
feathers in order before it moves on further.”

It makes a clattering sound by snapping the mandibles
together. .

It builds its nest, which is rather large, on the sum-
mit of the loftiest pine and other trees. The foundation
of sticks is solidified by the addition of sods, the whole
being finished with smaller twigs, rushes, feathers, hair,
and all sorts of suitable lining.

The eggs, two or three or four, or even five in
number, are of a buff white colour, faintly, tinged with
blue.
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Male; length, three feet six inches; bill, red, with a
tinge of orange; iris, reddish brown, a bare space of
the same colour surrounds it. Head, crown, neck, nape,
chin, and throat, glossy black, with blue, green, and
copper-coloured,i’"eﬂecfions. Breast, white; back, glossy
black, brenzed with reflections of blue, green, and copper-
colour, varying aeccording to the light in which the bird
is viewed. The greater and lesser wing coverts likewise
exhibit a resplendence of glossy black, blue, green, and
copper-colour reflected, the green showing on the margin
of ‘the feathers; primaries, black. Tail, black; under
tail eoverts, white. ~ Legs and toes, orange red; claws,
black.

In very young birds the bill is dull green; the bare
space round the eyes is olive green. The head, crown,
and neck, reddish brown. The legs, olive green.

In the young in a stage advanced toward maturity,
‘mutatis mutandis,” the bill is dusky red orange, brighter
towards the tip. The iris is hazel; orbits, bright orange.
The head, crown, neck, and nape are described as being

black or dusky brown, with purple reflections. - Breast,

white; back, brownish black, with paler margins to the
feathers, and slightly glossed with green. Legs and
toes, orange brown.
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SPOONBILL.

WHITE SPOONBILL,"

Platalea levcorodia, Prxxayy. MoNTAGU.
=y nivea, Cuvien.

Platalea, Platiis—Brond. Loucorodia. Lewecos— White.

Tris curious bird was i'orm'crly a regular summer
visitor to this country, and built in communitics.

In Europe it is plentiful in Holland, Hungary, and
the south of France; also in Turkey and Greece. It
inhabits the more temperate parts of Russia and Norway,
and appears to have been met with formerly as far north
as Bothnia, Lapland, and the Ferroe Islands. In Asia,
it belongs also to Siberia, and used to be noticed even
beyond the Lake Baikal; also in Persia, in India,
in the Dukkun, and in Syria; as likewise in the region
between the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea. It is
known in Africa to the Cape of Good Hope.

Spoonbills used formerly to breed in the county of
Norfolk, as for instance at’ Claxton and Rudham. A
flock were seen in the marshes near Yarmouth in April,
1774, and several haye beemobtained in the same neigh-
bonrhood recently. In Yorkshire one, I was informed,
was shot nmear Masham; and Dr. Farrar obtained a
specimen from Staineross in July, 1833, but from the
state of its wings he thonght it must have eseaped from
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confincment.  One was shot at Wilbetfoss, near Pock-
lington, in the East-Riding, on the Znd. of Aungust,
1831, '

In Cornwall, in the year 1843, on the 13th. of Qctoher,
a flock of eleven Spoonbills was observed to fly over
Hayle, and four of them were shot at Gwithian, near
St. Ives. Oune was obtained near the Land’s Ead on the
8th. of October, 1845: it was an immature spccimen.
Oune also at St. Mary's, Sicily, the first week in June,
1850; one, also a young bird of the year, at Frensham
Pond, Surrey, on the 24th. of October, 1844. One on West
Sedge Moor, in the parish of Stoke St. Gregory, Somer-
setshire, on the 25th. of November, 1813; one at Lynn,
in Norfolk, about the 23rd. of September, 1843; a flock
oceurred in the marshes in 1774; several were killed
in the year 1808, and two or three are generally killed
every spring on Breydon. In Dorsetshire several, one
of them near Poole; some also in Devonshire. In
Suffolk four, one of them at ‘Aldborough, and the other
three at Thorpe, out of a flock of seven. Two were
met with in Lincolnshire, in 1826; they used to build
anciently in that county at Trimley. Selby alludes to
two killed in Lincolnshire. One, a male, on the Eremol
River, near Nottingham, in 1833, as William Felkin,
Esq., Jun., has written me word.

This species has occurred also in Worcestershire and
Gloucestershire, In Kent, a flock of six frequented
Sandwich Haven in the first week of June, 1850; one
of them was shot near there, one, an old female, in the
Wingham Marshes, and three were seen flying about
in Pegwell Bay.

In Wales, one was procared ncar Aberystwith, in
January, 1838. Two had been obtained wear Holyhead,
in the Isle of Aunglesca, in the year 1832,
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Ia Ireland, three Were seen near Youghall, in the county
of Cork, in the autumn of 1829, and one of them was
shot.

Sir Robert Sibbald mentions it as an oecasional visitor
to Scotland, and he states that he also received it from
Ockney. Dr. Fleming mentions one that was shot in
Zetland. :

The Spoonbill is easily tamed if taken when young,
but in its wild state is shy and distrustful. Marshes,
bogs, swamps, and low grounds moistened by pools
and streams, are its nataral haunts, Tt is pretty good

_ to eat. To itself, when in confinement, nothing seems

to come amiss.

They fly with the neck and legs both stretched omt,
and in standing the neck is commonly bent in the
form of the letter S. In flight the wings are widely
spread, and moved with regular flappings, but not very
quickly.

It appears to collect its food by ploughing the
water above the soft sand or mud from side to side
with its spade-like bill, keeping it open till something
comes in its way, or rather till it comes in the way
of something. "This, with the neck strétched out, and
the whole body meanwhile turning from left to right,
and from right to left, the bird advancing pretty quickly,
and the mandibles being closed when taken out of*
the water. They thus, to quote the comparison made’
use of by some one who attempted a mathematical
definition, “concur like parallel lines meeting in one
common centre.”

The food that they consume is of various kinds—small
fish, reptiles,” worms, leeches, shrimps, sandhoppers,
tadpoles, grasses, and the roots of plants, and on these
they feed by day, roosting at night.
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"T'his “species also makes a noise by rattling its bill.

The nest is made in a tree, if one be sitnated con-
veniently for the purpose, or else on the stump of a
willow, among rushes and weeds in water, or on the
ground. It is put together of sticks, twigs, and rushes,
and lined, if at all, with finer portions of the like;
the former materials are made use of if it be placed
in a tree. Several nests are built together, if trees for
the purpose are in sufficient number.”

The eggs, laid in the month of May, are sometimes
four, but usually two or three in number. They are
white, spotted with pale reddish brown, some are without
the red spots, i s

The young, when hatched, remain in the nest until
they are able to fly, when they are led by their parents
to the nearest feeding ground, and arec soon left to
shift for themselves.

Male; weight, about three pounds and a half; length,
two feet seven or eight inches; bill, black barred with
lead-colour, except near the point, where it is yellow,
faintly tinged with reddish; it is nearly seven inches

* long, rough at the base and on the upper surface,
being furrowed transversely. Iris, deep carmine red;
the bare parts about the head are yellow. The flowing
feathers of the head are sometimes raised a little,
and give the bird an elegant appearance; they are white
in colour, but in old birds become tinged with orange
yellow; the crown, neck, nape, chin, throat, and
breast, are white, except -a band of feathers over the
upper part of the last named of a yellowish buff’ colour,
which tint exteuds upwards on each side in a marrow
stripe to the top.

The wings have the first quill feather not quite so

long as the fourth, the second and the third equal to
You. 1V, Z



170 SPOONBILL,

each other, and the longest in the wing, the® fourth
not guite so long, Greater and lesser wing coverts,
primaries, secondaries, tertiaries, greater and lesser
under wing coverts, tail, and upper and under tail
coverts, white. The légs, which are six inches long and
without feathers half way, are black; toes, black, and
connected together by a small web extending as far as
the second joint of the outer, and the first joint of the
inner, one; claws, black. The webs are hollowed out
on their front edge.

The female is rather less than the male, but otherwise
she is of the same appearance, except that the crest
is rather shorter; and the gorget on the breast is paler
in colour.

In the young of mearly or quite full growth, the
bill is half an inch shorter than in the old birds; it is
of a dark colour, with a shade of yellowish red. Iris,
at first whitish grey, subsequently brown; the bare parts
about the head are paler than in the old bird; the
occipital crest is wanting. The dorsal plumes are also
absent.
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IBIS.

GLOSSY IBIS, BAY 1BIS. GREEN IBIS,

1his faleinellus, Frewixe. SeLyy.

" jgnea, STRPHENS.

Tantalus fulcinellus, Prxsast. MosTiou.
Numenius viridis, Briszox.

This—The Greek name of a bird.  Faleinellus. Falr—A hook,
from the shape of the bill.

Tais Ibis, thongh of a different species from that
which, worshipped by the Egyptians of old, obtained
thence the name of sacred, appears to have been also
regarded by them with some degree of veneration, as
its remains are found with those of the other bird,
preserved still, after the lapse of so many thousands
of years in the mummies of the catacombs,

In Europe, it occurs on its travels in the islands of
the Archipelago of Greece, and in Sicily, Sardinia,
Italy, Switzerland, France, Hollind, Turkey, Hungary,
Poland, and the southern parts of Russia. It is also
included among the birds of Denmark, Norway, and
Sweden, and has been seen, according to Wagler, in Ice-
land. It belongs likewise to northern Africa—in Egypt,
and again southwards, even to the Cape of Good Hope,
In Asia, too, in India, in the Dukkun; in Persia,
Syria, Thibet, and the districts between the Black Sea
and the Caspian Sea, and in the islands of Sunda and
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Java, and others. Lastly, in America examples have,
it is said, occurred; several in the United States, and
in Canada, and in Mexico " it exists in vast nambers,
according to Audubon; as also in Florida, and  the
Brazils; but the Prince of Canino considers the species
as a different one, and thinks that this continent has been
wrongly given to the bird at present under consideration,

Oné was obtained in Dorsetshire, in 1839; in Norfolk,
a pair were shot at the mouth of the Norwich river,
September 13th., 1824; there were four more in com-
pany with them: others have been met with in that
county. Arthur THavers, Esq., of Tenterden, Kent,
informs me of one killed near Reading-street, on the
borders of Romney Marsh, in that county, in Decem-
ber, 1852; another was shot mear Dartford, in 1837.
In Surrey, one was procured on Whitemore Pond, near
Guildford, in May, 1833; and Meyer saw a flock of
birds which he believed to be of this species, pass over
Fairmile Common, about the year 1837, in September.

In the “Western Times,” of October 11th., 1851, it
was recorded that a specimen of this exceedingly rare
and interesting British visitor was shot at Holsworthy,
in North Devon, a few days before the above date; it
was on the Tth, of September; one also at Bridestowe,
in Oectober, 1835, and three others also elsewhere; in
that county two iwere formerly procured, as recorded
by Montagu, and another in 1805, In Northumberland,
one, shot on the bank of the Coquet, near Rothbury,
in the autumn of 1820. In Lancashire, one; in Corn-
wall, several; in Dorsetshire, one, near Poole, in Qctober,
1839. N. Rowe, Esq., of Worcester College, has also
obligingly directed my attention to this instance of the
ocourrence of this very rare bird. One, of which Mr.
AL C. Cooke has informed me, was shot in a pond at
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Swanscombe, in Kent; :mother, a male bird, nearly
in adult plumage, of the occurrence of. which Mr.
John Shaw is my informant, was shot at Albrighton,
Salop, October Srd., 1853; another was in company
with it at the time. Mr. William Frauklin has also
written to me of this specimen. Four or five were shot
ont of a flock in the Isle of Anglesea. In Berkshire,
one.

In Ireland, one was met with on Lough Dun, in
the county of Longford, about the 20(h. of November,
1852.

The Ibis has its vernal and, autumnal migrations,
north and south, the latter in \[:\rch and April, and
the former in August and September.

They generally live in societies;, and frequent the
shores of lakes and ponds, the banks of rivers, and any
moist places. They are wild birds, and not easily
approsched, both from this cause and the nature of
the localities they inhabit.

“The flight of the Ibis is very peculiar, especially
during its migration, when such numbers of them may
be seen on the wing, that they are rarely to be counted;
and each flock or flight moves on in a single string
almost, that is to say, they fly side by side, and so
close together as almost to touch the tips of each others’
wings. When the numbers are great, the string forms
& waving line; il not very numerous, they keep a straight
front. 'This peculiarity shews at once what birds they
are, even if they fly too high to be in other respects
distinguishable.” “On the wing it is not only strong,
but swift and graceful, its wings being expanded at
full length, and moved with ease and in regular suc-
cession, Sometimes the bird will sail along for some
distance, or sour in half circles: it flies generally very
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high, and when it alights, it flaps its wings quickly
as it comes ncar the ground.” This quotation is from
Meyer, who adds, “When a flock intends to alight,
the line becomes broken; on reaching the chosen spot,
the birds fly in all directions in great confusion, sailing
about and alighting one after another in quick succession.
It is equally beautiful to see the flock take wing in
the same wild confusion; but in a very short space of
time the line is formed and raised high in the air,
during which the length increases by one bird after
another taking its place right and left, and thus extend-
ing or increasing the line until they move off in this
peculiar frontal line.”

They feed on small fish, crickets, beetles, and other
insects, mollusca, worms, the fry of fish, frogs; and
the lesser reptiles, small crustacea, and shell-fish, snails,
and different water plants. TIn secarch of such they
wade deep, and sometimes swim a little on their way
back.

The only note that appears to be uttered is a ‘wrah,’
and that when the bird is suddenly disturbed or
alarmed.

The nest is placed among the ‘debris’ of reeds on
some slight clevation, and is formed of dry grass, flags,
and other such materials. Several nests are placed in
proximity to each other,

The eggs are two or three in number, and of a very
pale green colour. While the female is sitting, the
male bird brings her food, and when not thus engaged,
stands not far off, keeping sentry.

This is a bird of resplendent appearance, the metallic
lustre which gilds the greater part of its plumage being
exhibited in various lights to great advantage.

Male; weight, about cighteen ounces; length, one
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foot ten inches; the bill, in some specimens upwards of
six inches in length, but in others considerably less, no
doubt according to the age of the bird, is blackish green,
tinged with purple; the bare space from it to the eye
is olive green, tinged with grey; a furrow extends
along each side of the bill. Iris, dark brown; head
on the ‘crown and sides, deep greenish brown black,
glossed with metallic purple; the feathers are marrow
and pointed. Neck and nape, chin, throat; and breast,
all deep rich reddish brown. Back above, deep rich
reddish brown; below, blackish or brownish green,
splendidly enlivened with glittering shades of purple
and green, as seen in different lights.

The wings, which expand to the width of two’ feet
nine inches, have the first and fourth quill feathers
cqual in length, the second and third longer, the
longest in the wing, and of mutual equal length. The
wings underneath are dark brown. Greater and lesser
wing coverts, dark red brown, with bronzed reflections
of rich purple and green; primaries, dark brownish
black, tinged with green; tertiaries, dark red brown,
with brilliant green and purple reflections. The tail
consists of twelve feathers, slightly forked when closed;
they are of a blackish brown colour, richly tinted with
iridescent purple and green; under tail coverts, dark
brown. The legs, rather long and bare above the
knees, are as the toes, blackish green; claws, dusky
olive brown, and not much bent, the middle one brought
to & sharp edge on the inside, and sometimes slightly
but irregularly serrated.

There is little or no difference in the plumage of
the male and female, the latter is rather less; weight,
about sixteen ounces.

The young have at first a brown down; afterwards,
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before the first moult, the bill is greenish black,
fading to brown towards the tip, and about five inches
in length. Head, crown, neck on the back, and
nape, pale brown, the feathers margined with white,
giving a spotted appearance. On the throat are one
or two mnarrow transverse bars, and a large irregular
spot of white on a brown ground; the feathers edged
with greenish reflections; breast on the upper part,
brown, with greenish reflections on the margins of the
feathers; back, glossy olive green. Greater and lesser
wing coverts, glossy olive green, with faint changeable
reflections of purple red. Tail and upper tail coverts,
dull dark reddish brown. The whole pluomage is at
first without the glossy tints, which gradually afterwards
appear. Legs and toes, blackish green.
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COMMON. CURLEW. \WHAAP. WHITTERICK.

Numeanins arquata, PrxNANT.
- major, : STerRENS.
Soolopax arquata, Moxracu.

Numenius. Numenia—The New Moon, from the crescented *
shapa of the bill. Arquata—Arched.

Turs fine bird well comports in its native demeanour
with the wild places which it usually frequents, both
upland and lowland, and more especially as regards the
former.

In Europe, it inhabits Denmark, Sweden, and Norway,
the Ferroe Islands and Iceland. In Asia it has been

- received from Nepaul and China, and belongs likewise

to Pondicherry, Japan, the islands of the Eastern Archi-
pelago, the country near the Caucasus, and Asia Minor,
as also northwards even in Siberia. Specimens have
also been procured in Southern Africa.

In Yorkshire, Curlews are sometimes seen on the
moors in the neighbourhood of Halifax, Sheffield, and
Huddersfield, and occasionally on those near Leeds and
Hebden Bridge, as also near York and Doncaster. I
have seen it near Burlington, where it also occurs.

In Cornwall it is described by W. P. Cocks, Esq. as
not common in the neighbourhood of Falmouth. It is

very plentiful in Norfolk. One was met with at Fren-
VOL, I¥, 2.A
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sham Pond, near Farnham, Surrey. They still build
near Holyhead; and on Whixham Moss, in Shropshire;
also on some of the higher grounds in Cornwall; and
in Devonshire, on Dartmoor, as they ‘used formerly to
do also. on Exmoor. So they do moreover in North-
nmberland on the hills. In like manner in Scotland,
in Sutherlandshire and the Isle of Mull.

In Ireland, T have noticed them near Foaty, the fine
place of James Smith Barry, Esq.; and they also frequent
the shores of the River Lee, on the other side of the
island, near Marino, the beaatiful seat of Thomas George
French, Esq., a distant connection of my family. They
breed in some of the large bogs.

In Orkney it is common, and remains throughont
the year. }

Early in April they begin to leave their haunts by
the sea, and to seck the far distant interior, in which
for the summer months they will abide. Small flocks, of .
from five to ten, are generally seen thus passing through
the interior, and larger numbers along the coast, the
union of different flights which have come one after
another.

The Curlew breeds in the most retired situations, and
for the most part in hilly districts; on the lone wild
heath, the solitary moor, the open down, and the barren
sheep-walk, especially near places that are wet and
marshy. It also frequents the sea-shores, the mud<banks
and sand-flats of rivers, and the edges of lochs, both
maritime and in the mainland. At times it perches on
high trees. It walks well, and wades deep, and is able
to swim with ease. It is a very difficult bird to approach,
but may be enticed by a skilful imitation of its whistle.
It is exceedingly good eating. Tt soon becomes tame
in confinement, whether captured young or old, and will
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follow the person about that is accustomed to feed it.
In the wild state they are very timid and shy, except
when engaged with their nest, and are only to be cir-
camvented by stratagem. In winter they are gregarious.

During migration, or in any more extended flight,
cither high overhead, or close over the land or water,
or even on their return from the mainland to the shore
to feed, they advance in the shape of a wedge, and in
the latter case if one such party be alarmed, a *‘signal
whistle”” is given, which those that come after are guided
by, and uttering it in repetition for those that follow,
to be taken up again by them in turn, deviate to a
safer track. If frequently thus disturbed, they soon profit
by experience, and resort to a different route.

Their flight, which is not very rapid, is executed

“with regular strokes of the wing, quickened if necessary

according to circumstances. They alight somewhat sud-
denly, closing the wings, and dropping nearly to the
ground, then sweeping up once more a little, and then
settling down. 'They often stand on one leg, or rest
themselves by lying down.

They make their food in winter of small marine insects,
crabs, and other minute crustacea; mollusks, worms, and
other such; and when the flowing tide covers the sand
where these are to be procured, they retire inland even

‘to a considerable distance; but as soon as ever the cbbing

waves huve again retired back so far towards their
fixed gaol as to leave the sandy margin again un-
covered, back, almost to a moment, do the flocks
return, taught by some sense which is out of the
range of sight, but which “He that planted the eye”
has likewise implanted, as He has every other proper gift
in His creatures, according to their several need. In
summer they pick up flies and different insects, in
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addition to such of the other kinds of food enumerated
here, as may then come in their way; and also bil-
berries, whortleberries, lichens, blades of grass, and the
tender tops of twigs. They drink often, and are fond
of bathing themselves.

The loud, clear whistle of the Curlew is exceedingly
pleasant to such-as delight in those retired scenes in
which it is heard, and with which, as 1 have said, it
so well harmonizes. It is uttered by the bird when on
the wing, and its name [ suppose has been considered
to resemble it. It may be heard high in the air during
migration, and also in the spring, at which season the
male serenades his mate, rising slowly aloft, and wailing
out his quivering cry. If an intruder approgxches the
nest, or its intended site, he is assailed by both birds,
who dash at him with noisy screams, and beat about
him within a few yards. They also, if driven to a
distance and there followed, endeavour to entice their
enemy away farther by running and skulking in a
deceptive manner.

The nest, if any be made in some slight hollow,
consists only of a little dry grass, twigs, or leaves, or
is placed in the middle of a tuft of the former, among
heather or rushes.

The eggs, laid in April and May, are four in number,
and they differ much both in their ground colour and.
the spots. They are of a pale dull green, blotted all
over with two shades of brown. They are very large
for the size of the bird. They are placed quatrefoil in
the nest, the narrow ends inwards. The young run
about almost as =oon as hatched, but are not able to
fly for a considerable time. Until then they are assidu-
ously attended to by their parents. If approached, they
hide themselves among the inequalities of the ground,
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and lie very close, the old birds endeavouring the while
to attract the enemy away. '

These birds vary very considerably in size, as well
as in shades of their plumage. Male; weight, twenty to
twenty-two ounces, and upwards; length, one foot nine
inches. Bill, dark brown, except the inner part of the
lower one, which is paler, shading into yellowish red.
It varies considerably in length—to six or seven inches.
Iris, dark brown. Head, crown, neck on the back, and
nape, pale yellowish grey brown, each feather streaked
longitudinally with darker, the dark mark widest at the
base; chin, white; throat, pale yellowish cream grey
brown, streaked longitudinally with darker brown; breast
above, yellowish brown; below, white, with spot-like
streaks of dark brown. Back above, light dusky brownish
black, slightly glossed with purple, with pale brown or
greyish or yellowish white edges to the feathers; the
lower part, white, with the shafts of the feathers forming
marked streaks.

The wings have the first quill feather the longest;
the axillary feathers are barred, and sometimes clouded
with brown. Greater wing coverts, black; lesser wing
coverts, blackish brown, with almost white edges, and
running into bars on the inner webs. The first five
primaries, brownish black, glossed with purple, and with

~white shafts. The outer webs much darker than the

inner ones, which are barred half across with white.
Secondaries and tertiaries, blackish brown in the centre,
and crossed transversely on the edges with dark and
light brown. Tail, “barry” of dark brown and dull
yellowish white, the edges of the bars irregular, and
often clouded and tinted with reddish white. Upper
tail coverts, white, with a narrowed streak of dark brown
towards the end; under tail coverts, white, with an
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WHIMBREL.

LITTLE WHAAP. WIIMBREL CURLEW.

Numenins phaopus, Pexyasm.
=4 Hudsonicus, Brissox.
= minor, Brissox.

Seolopax phaopus, Moxmacu.

Phaopus arquatus, + StrruRENS.

Arquata minor, Ray.

Numenius, Numenia—The New Moon, from the crescented
shape of the hill, Phaopus. Phaios—Dark.
Ops—The countenance.

Tu1s species is very closely allied to the preceding
one, but is not nearly so numerous.

Northward it visits Denmark, Sweden, Norway, Lap-
land, the Ferroe Islands, and Iceland: and to the south
is seen in Italy, Spain, France, Friesland, Holland,
Germany, and the Islands of the Mediterrancan. In

-India it has been found in the Himalayan range,

Bengal, Java, and the region of the Caucasus; and
in Africa, in the northern parts; as also in Madeira.
America iz given too as one of its countries; so is also
New Holland.

These birds are met with not uncommonly on the
moors above Sheflicld ; also, though rarely, near Hebden
Bridge, Doncaster, Halifax, and Huddersficld. T once
ghot one in Dorsetshire, on the sea-coast, near Charmouth,
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It was a very low tide, and I had to get near the

bird as well as I could over the open shore, there
being no cover of any sort. In the end, however, I
succeeded, much to my self-gratulation at the time.
In Norfolk the Whimbrel is common; one was shot
at Sutton Marsh, near Wisbeach, on the 9th. of May,
1850.

In Secotland it occurs during the coarse of migration
from the Grampians to Sutherlandshire, and breeds on
the Island of Handa, and other parts of Sutherland-
ghire, in the northern and most retired districts. Sir
William Jardine has found it in June, in Kircud-
brightshire. In Orkney it is commoen as a summer
visitant, and breeds in Hoy; also in Shetland, in Yell,
and Hascosea. In Ireland it is seen onmly, according to
Mcr. Thompson, in spring and autamn.

The course of its migration is northwards for the
breeding season, about the month of May, and south-
wards ‘au retour,’ in the autumn, in July and August;
the old birds in the former month, and the young ones
in the latter. The flocks advance at a considerable
height in the air, and in the form of the letter Vv
reversed.

The Whimbrel too, delights, in summer in the most
desolate districts, open moors, and barren tracts, es-
pecially those in which watering places occur, and in
the winter frequents the sands of the shore, and the
mud-banks, and mud or sand-islands of the estuaries of
rivers, or of the sea. Tt, like the larger species, is o
very fine bird to eat. More than four or five are
rarely seen together, and these probably the brood of
the preceding year. They are rather shy in. their
habits, and a few of the number are posted as sentinels
twenty or thirty yards from the main body, and on
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notice of the approach of any danger given by these,
the whele number are in an instant on the wing; young
birds are sometimes met with more unwary. During the
breeding season, “they sometimes perch on a kunoll or
the low fragment of some decayed or storm-blasted tree.
Before rain, they are noisy and restless.

This bird feeds on insects, mollusks, and worms, which
it procures by probing with its bill in the sands or
other soft places; also on small crabs, beetles, and other
insects; grasshoppers, crickets, and gnails, and the whor-
tleberry, crowberry, and bilberry. When the tide is
up, in the season of their sojourn by the sea, they
leave the shore temporarily for the adjoining fields, but
instinctively return to the former the moment it is
again left uncovered.

Yarrell writes, “Their note is said to resemble the
words ‘tetty, tetty, tetty, tet,” quickly repeated.” Meyer
however, and T think better, renders it by ‘twoiwe,’
or ‘tloiwe,” and a ‘twi, tei. ' .

The nest is a rude couch, placed among the heather
on the open moor, on or by some hillock, or low stump.
A few dry grasses are the materials of its composition,
and it is scarcely hid from view.

The eggs are four in number, of a dark olive brown
colour, blotted with darker brown. They are wide at
one end, and much narrower at the other, and are placed
in the nest with the pointed ends inwards, They are
considered good eating, and being sought for on this
account, the numbers of the birds are diminished in
consequence.  Lhe male and female sit on them by
wurns, If disturbed from them, they make great outcries
to distract the intruder. The young lcave the nest as
soon almost as hatched, and quickly learn to skulk

most warily on the approach of danger,
YOL, 1, 2
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Male; weight, about fourtcen ounces; length, one
foot four inches; bill, deep brownish black; pale brown,
verging to red, at the base of the upper mandible. It
is above three inches in length when the bird is fully
adult. Trom its base to the eye is a dark brown streak;
above it and over the eye is-another light-coloured one;
eyebrows, white, streaked with brown; iris, dark brown;
eyelids, white. Forehead, brown; head on the crown,
dark brown, with a light brown streak passing back-
wards, occasioned by the feathers being broadly margined
with white; on the sides it is white, decked with: brown
thickly and broadly. Neck on the back and nape, dull
brownish or ochreous white, with a dark streak on the
centre of each feather; chin, white; throat and breast,
pale brown or greyith white above, on the sides, white,
irregularly barred across with brown; below it is nearly
white, the feather shafts being neatly streaked in hair-
like manner. Back above, brownish black, the feathers
margined ‘with white and ochreous white; on its lower
part white,

The wings have the first quill feather the longest.
The axillary feathers are barred with brown. Greater
and lesser wing coverts, dusky brown, with dull brownish
white margins to the feathers; primaries, greyish dusky
black; secondarics and tertiaries, dusky, barred with
white. Tail, pale brownish white or grey, the centre
feathers darker, and transversely barred with six or
seven bars of a darker brown; the outside feathers
graduate nearly to white; upper tail coverts, white,
barred with dark brown; under tail coverts, nearly
white, with brown longitudinal streaks. Legs and toes,
bluish black or bluish grey; claws, black.

The female has all the pale tints more ochreous.
Length one foot six inches. The upper tail coverts

&
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SPOTTED REDSHANK.

DUSKY SANDPIPER. SPOTTED SNIPE., BLACK-HEADED
SNIPE. COURLAND SNIPE, DUSKY SNIPE,

Totauus fuscns, - Freymiyo. Szrey.
Seolopax fuscus, Monnrs,
= tolantus, Prsyaxr. MoxTaGY,
Totanys—, . ......... 4 Fruscus—Durk—dark brown.

Tuis is a native of Europe, North America, and
Asia; oceurring in India. '

Of the present species Pennant records one specimen
obtained in the Isle of Anglesea. Montagu notices
two, both procured in Devonshire.

In April, 1838, one was found in the Isle of Ely,
in Cambridgeshire; one shot near there September 11th.,
1851. In Norfolk three near Yarmouth; others have
been met with at Breyden; specimens indeed occur
every year in that county, chiefly young birds in spring
and autumn, but individuals also at other periods of
the year. In Yorkshire one was killed about the year
1828, at Braithwell Grange, others on the moors near
Whitby, and Hebden Bridge. In Suffolk one near
Ipswich; and one at Cavenham the first week in
September, 1851. In Sussex one at Eastbourne, the
Gith. of the same month. Five were caught in a net at
Guyhirn Wash, September the 3rd. and the 6th. In
Hampsbire one at Oakhanger, in the parish of Selborne,
the 30th. of August, 1851.
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In Northumberland two. In Cumberland three, two
killed near Carlisle, and one pear Whitehaven. In
Cornwall one in 1840. In Gloucestershire two: others
have been  purchased in tife London markets. In
Scotland, as mentioned by Sir William. Jardine, two
on the Frith of Forth, about Queen’s Ferry.

In Ircland, one in the Bay of Belfast, in August,
1823. In Orkney one. was shot by the late William
Strang, Bsq., in Sanday, in September, 1849.

It breeds in various parts of Scandinavia, Sweden,
Norway, Lapland, and Denmark. Tt likewise is met
with in Italy, France, Switzerland, Spain, and Holland.
It is also a native of Asia, and has been procured in
Siberia, and in India, in Bengal.

It 1s a sea-shore bird, but occurs likewise still more
on the edges of rivers, ponds, and lakes, morasses and
water meadows; moist grounds and mud banks being
principally suitable to its requirements.

The period of its migration is during April and
May, in the spring of the year, and from the middle
of August to September, in the autumn.- They are
said to move in troops of from five to ten, to twenty
or thirty, and at such times to fly very near to-
gether, and when on the ground to keep very closely

grouped. '

* It is careful, but not particularly shy, and is tamed
without much difficulty, so as even to eat from the hand.
Meyer says, “The Spotted Redshank rests on the
ground, by the water side, most generally during the
day, and also at night, when the night is very dark.
Its position during roosting is either standing on one
leg, or sitting with its hend under its wing. The ap-
pearance of this species is very handsome when walking
on the ground, and its movements clegant; it can run
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very fast at pleasure, owing to its long legs. When in

the act of ft;eding, it walks with its beak near the

ground, and when it finds some prey, it reaches out
its neck .quickly at some lPength, and draws it in again
immediately., Wading is a daily habit with this species,
and when it gets beyond its depth, it swims yery
readily with ease, and for some distance, nodding at
every stroke of its feet; and in diving it excels many
water-birds, if urged by the approach of danger in
any form.

On the wing the present species is swilt and strong,
it flies at a great height, and when in the act of
alighting, drops itself down in a sloping line, with its
wings almost closed, and often in very elcgar;t evolu-
tions.”

It feeds on worms, beetles, and water insects, and
minute shell-fish; but it is particularly asserted of it,
that it is not a “Vegetarian” in any degree.

Savi, the Italian ornithologist, likens the note to the
syllables ‘chi-o, ehi-o.” Meyer to ‘tshuit, tshuit,’ quickly
uttered.

In this species, the plumage of the upper parts is
silky and soft in its texture, but those of the under
parts close sct and downy. Male; weight, about five

ounces; length, one foot and about half an inch, to one

foot two inches; the bill, long, slender, and a little tarned
up for about half its length towards the tip, is nearly
black in summer, in winter glossy black, except the
base of the lower mandible, which, in the former sea-
gon, is bright red, and in the latter, not so bright; in
winter there is a dusky streak, and over it again a
white one, from the base of the bill to the eye. Iris,
dark brown; the eyelid under the eye, white. Head,
crown, neck on the back, and napej in summer, sooty

—y
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black—in winter, grey; chin, white in winter; throat,
in summer, sooty black—in winter, on the front and
sides, greyish white. Breast, in summer, black, with
white tips to a few of the feathers; in wintér, white,
and on the sides, slightly tinged and streaked with grey.
Back above, in summer, sooty black, with white tips
and margins; in winter, more grey, below white.
The wings have the first quill feather the longest;
the axillary plume is white; when closed, they reach
a little beyond the tail: they expand to very nearly
two feet. Greater wing coverts, in summer, sooty black,
the feathers edged, margined, and tipped with well-
defined triangular-shaped spots of pure white; in winter
greyish brown, tipped and edged with white in alternate
bars; lesser wing coverts, also in summer, sooty black,
with the tips and margins white; in winter grey mar-
gined with white; primaries, in summer, black, the
first with the shaft white; in winter- greyish or dusky
black; secondaries and tertiaries, in summer, sooty black,
with the margins and tips of the feathers white; greater
and lesser under wing coverts, white, with dusky grey
spots.  Tail, in summer, greyish black, with narrow
transyerse white bars; in winter the middle feathers
barred with blackish grey and grey; the outer oues on

. each side, barred with blackish grey and white; upper

tail coverts, barred in summer with black and white,
in winter with dusky grey and white; under tail coverts,
barred with black and white in summer, in winter
white. The legs, which are long and slender, and un-

- feathered abaye the knee for about an inch and a half,

are as the toes, dark transparent red in summer, in
winter red. Claws, black.

The female is rather larger than the male.

In the young of the year, the bill is brownish black,



192 SPOTTED REDSHANK,

the base of the under mandible red; between it and
the eye is a patch of white, and. below it is another of
brown. The head on the sides is mottled with dusky
and white in streaks, on the crown as is the neck on
the back, tinged with olive brown, generally without
spots, but sometimes with a few white edges to the
feathers; nape, greyish brown, with pale rusty streaks
and spots; chin, white; throat, greyish, with paler rusty
streaks or spots. The breast is clouded and spotted or
crossed with grey, dusky, and rufous, on a dull white
ground; the back above is tinged with olive brown, the
margins of the feathers having small triangular spots of
white; below it is white. Greater and lesser wing coverts,
deep brown, with large triangular-shaped spots of white,
or the dark colour may be considered as forming the
spots; of the primaries, the first feather has the shaft
white, the others brown; the inner webs of the first
five arc mottled toward the base with grey and dusky,
which colouring terminates in triangular-shaped spots
towards the centre and tips; secondaries, dusky, the
borders of the feathers darkest, and reflected with pale
green and purple, and these also still more mottled with
grey and dusky ; tertiaries, the same, but much darker.
Tail feathers, dusky black with black shafts, and darkest
towards their edges, barred with greyish white; it is
of a double wedge-shape, the middle and outer feathers
being the longest; upper tail coverts, white barred
with dusky; under tail coverts, dull white, spotted and
barred with pale grey, dusky, and rufous. The legs
and toes, yellowish orange red, the colour varying
with age and season. Claws, black.
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COMMON REDSHANK. REDSHANK SANDPIPER. RED-LEG.
RED-LEGGED HORSEMAN. RED-LEGGED SANDPIPER,
CAMBET SANDPIPER.

STRIATED SANDPIPER. SANDCOCK. POOIL SNIPE.

Seolopar ecalidris, Pryxast. Moxticu.
& Totanus, Brissox. Ray.

Totanus calidris, Freuixg, Serwy.

Tringa striata, Latmaye,
' Gambetta, Lisxxus. Gupnin. Lariar,
Seolopar—A Woodcock. Calidris— ?

.............

Tuts bird is found in Europe, in Iceland, the Ferroe
Islands, Lapland, Norway, Sweden, Denmark, and the
Islands of the Baltic Sea; also in Holland, Germany,
Italy, Hungary, Greece, and Spain. In Asia it appertains
to Persia, Siberia, and Japan, and is said also to belong
to. North America, about Hudson’s Bay, but the
Prince of Canino, Lucien Buonaparte, doubts this; and
again to Africa, in which latter it is well known and
pleatiful.  With us it is indigenous, bat local.

Redshanks are common in Lincolnshire and Suffolk,
and are also met with in Dorsetshire, Devonshire, and
Cornwall, near Gwyllyn Vase and other places, but
rarely; Kent, Durham, Northumberland, and Cumber-
land. In Norfolk they are also frequent throughout the

year, their numbers somewhat increased in spring and
VoL, 1v,
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antumn by migratory birds on their.way to the north or
the south. In Surrey one was met with near Godalming.
‘In Yorkshire they breed on Thorne Moor, also uear
Doncaster, and on Strensall Common, near York.
Likewise, though rarely, near Leeds and Huddersfield.
They used to be so on the stream near Driffield, but
are not seen there now. One was killed at Sessay, near
York, in the summer of 1853, as Edward D. Swar-
breck, Esq., of Sowerby, has informed me. In Oxford-
shire on the Isis, near Bampton. In Derbyshire small
parties occur in the winter near Melbourne. They
are met with in Orkney and Shetland throughout the

year.

In Treland they are very plentiful in Dublin Bay,
and have been obtained in other parts of the county of
Wicklow. They ocenr likewise in Scotland, in. Forfar-
shire, on the banks of the Solway, in Southerness, and
Sutherlandshire, on the banks of Loch Doulich and
Loch Naver, also mear Lairg, and indeed in all the
marshy parts of the hills.

In the winter they frequent the sea-shore, delighting

in the sandy or muddy flats which are in many places
Jeft uncovered by the falling tide of the “ever sounding
and mysterious main;” and in spring they repair to
fenny places and marshes, and the borders of lakes,
ponds, and pools. :

They travel northwards in the months of March and
April, to their breeding haunts; and southwards from
July to the end of September. They move in the
evening or by night, the adult birds singly or in pairs,
the younger cither in families or flocks. It is rare
to see miore than three or four old ones together. The
former are said to progress farther northward than the

Jatter.

They are shy birds, and sometimes try to escape

’
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notice by remaininé motionless under cover of the
uneven surface of the ground.

In running along the sands they exhibit a dipping
motion, as may be seen in other birds of the class.
“The ordinary posture of the young Redshank is with
the head sunk back between the shoulders, the back of
the neck being bare of feathers.”” ‘This species is tamed
without much difficulty. “Its attitude when walking
is very graceful and elegant; when running it moves
about with a wonderfully light step, hardly touching the
ground with its feet. It rarely runs, unless it is provoked
to do so. It wades, reaching its head down under
water at full length, but does not dive or swim by
choice. The flight of the Redshank is generally
performed with quick motions of the wings, which are
not opened at full length, although the bird floats
frequently some distance on the wing during the pairing
season, in fine still weather. ‘When alighting, it is very
beautiful to see this bird, just before coming to the
ground, turn up its wings, as pigeons are known to
do, and shewing thus the white under surface.”

They frequent the same spots, and take the same
flights day after day, and resting on the margin at full
tide assemble again on the rocks as soon as left
uncovered.

These birds cometimes perch on trees. They can
swim well if nccessitated to do so. In winter they
assemble in flocks, often from a dozen to fifty, and
upwards from one hundred and fifty to two hundred,
and arc then difficult to approach, being always on the
look-out and ready to take wing on the slightest alarm.
If disturbed while the young are yet umable to fly,
they are very vociferous, wheeling about an intruder
with a slow quivering flight, and frequently stooping
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close down, as if to buffet him, whistling shrilly while
doing so, with their red legs stretched out behind or
drooping, as if languidly, under them. Indeed at any
time, especially if approached unawares, they utter a
wild scream of alarm, more or less loud, which, if not
intended, is yet taken as a signal by other birds about.

They feed on grasshoppers, beetles, marine insects,
and worms, and in search of these bore with their
bills in the mud or sand, jumping up and so pressing
them in by the weight of their bodies. They likewise
eat portions of weeds and mosses.

The call note of the Redshank is only a ‘dgwm, dgw,’
or ‘liddle, liddle.

The nest, of a little coarse grass, is made byv the
marshy margins of lakes and other uncultivated watery
places, on a heap of flags, or in some slight depres-
sion, or sheltered by a bush or tuft of herbage, as also,
it is said, occasionally on heaths.

The eggs, deposited early in May, are pale reddish
white, tinged with green, and blotted, spotted, dand
speckled with dark red brown, most at the larger end;
some varieties with bluish grey. They are four in
number. The young are hatched in from fourteen to
sixteen days, and immediately quit the nest, under the
tutelage of the female bird, the male taking no care

of them; they soon are fledged, and able to provide for”

themselves.

Male; weight, about five ounces, or five and a half;
length, nearly eleven inches; bill, in winter, brownish
black at the point, dark red at the inner part: from its
base a dusky streak runs to and over the eye. Iris, dusky
brown; over it from the bill, is a white streak above
the dusky one. Head on the sides, white; in winter
greyish white, with narrow brown shafts; on the crown

-
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and the neck on the back greyish brown, with olive
reflections; in winter greyish brown, with darker shaft
streaks; neck in front, white; in spring spotted and
streaked with greyish or brownish black with olive
reflections, which are more distinct towards summer;
nape in winter, grey brown. Chin, white in summer,
with a few small specks of brown in winter; throat,
white,» in winter greyish white, with narrow brown
shaft lines; breast above, white, slightly streaked; and
in spring more spotted and streaked on the sides with
brownish black; below white; back above, in spring and
summer, greyish brown, with some darker feathers, and
tinged with olive; in winter grey brown, with darker
shaft streaks; on the lower part in winter, white, or
with small dusky specks.

The wings have the first quill feather the longest,
they expand to the width of one foot nine inches;
the greater wing coverts are in spring, brownish black,
with olive reflections, margined with white on the edges,
more strongly marked in summer; in winter, greyish
brown, margined with white; lesser wing coverts, brown-
ish olive in summer; in winter, greyish brown; pri-
maries, dusky; in winter almost black; sccondaries,
dusky, tipped with white; tertiaries, dusky margined
with white; in spring and summer varied with spots
of brownish black, and more distinctly so in summer.
The tail, of twelve rounded feathers, the centre ones,
which are greyish white, being the longest, and giving
it somewhat of a wedge-shape, is in winter white, barred
across with' dusky grey; the upper tail coverts trans-
versely barred with blackish brown and white; under
tail coverts, white, in winter with a few slight dusky
marks along the shafts of the feathers. Legs, long;
and, as the toes, red, in winter paler; their colour is
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conspicuous both on the ground .and in flight; the
three front ones are partially webbed, the first and second
nearly to the second joint, the second and third only
very slightly; claws, black.

After the young are left to themselves the winter
plumage begins again to be assumed.

The female is like the male, but somewhat larger;
length, about eleven inches. .

The young of the year, previous to the assumption
of the winter plumage, have between the bill and the
eye a large patch of brown, the base of the bill
yellowish, the eyebrows white. Neck on the back and
nape, grey ash-coloured brown; the feathers with yel-
lowish margins; throat, white, with fine streaks of grey;
breast, cinereous, with narrow brown streaks; back, grey
ash-coloured brown; the feathers with yellowish margins.
The tail with the tips reddish.
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GREEN SANDPIPER.
WHISTLING SANDPIPER. WOOD SANDPIPEK.

Tringa ochropus, Pexxyast, Moxracu.
“  Aldrovands, Ray.
Totanns ochropus, Fresmivo: SseLBy.

Tringa—~............ P Ochropus. Ochros—Y ellowish green.
Poug—A foot,

Turre are some birds which always, you know not why,
arrest the attention more than others; some, even though
not very rare, always seem more interesting ohjects of
pursuit than others, ‘and their acquisition a thing of
more value. So it is; but if you “bid me discourse”
as to the reason of it, T have only to confess my
ignorance, while I own to the feeling of which I speak.
The Green Sandpiper is one of such birds: it is
only in a comparatively few instances that I have

unexpectedly met with it on the brink of a stream in

this or that retired place.

It is a very interesting species, and sufficiently uncom-
mon to be always worth obtaining. It appears to be of
extensive distribution, occurring in each of the four
quarters, namely, in Europe—in Sweden, and n
different parts of Scandinavia, and in Italy, France,
Greece, Switzerland, and other parts. In Asia—in
Siberia, Persia, India, the country about the mountains
of Caucasus, and in Japan. In Africa—in Egypt; and
in America—about Hudson’s Bay,
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In Yorkshire it is accasionally seen near Burlington,
York, Hebden Bridge, Huddersfield, and Leeds. One
was shot at Low Moor in 1830; onc in 1835 near
Wasborough, and one in July near Barnsley; one at
Temple Thorpe, October 28th., 1839; one at Birstal in
1840; one near Escrick, the seat of Lord Wenlock, in
August, 1850. ’

In Norfolk they occur in some numbers both on the
coast and in the inland marshy districts; one was shot
near Lynn, the beginning of January, 1853. A few
well-authenticated instances have been recorded of its
breeding in this country. One was obtained by L. H.
Irby, Esq., from Saham Tony, in Norfolk, killed near
there June 14th., 1853.

They are mostly scen with us in winter, and I am
inclined to believe do not altogether leave the country
in summer, but only are less noticed from their resorting
then to the most sequestered places, there to build.

Specimens_ have been shot in Cambridgeshire, in May
and August. One was shot, as recorded by the Rev.
Leonard Jenyns, in the Isle of Ely, between Downham
and the Hundred-foot river, on the 28th. of August,
1821. A party of five were seen one summer in Suffalk,
near Levington; other six in Norfolk, near Attleburgh,
Four young were hatched on the estate of Sir Thomas
Beevor, in 1829; one, also a young bird, near Godalming,
Surrey; and some young broods, with their parents, were
seen near Yarmouth, in the Isle of Wight, the first week
of August, 1837. Mr, Selby mentions his having met
with them by small rills on the moors near T'wizell,
in Northumberland, in August; another was also zhot
in the same county; and two, a male and female,
were killed by John Murray, Esq., of Murraythwaite, in
Dumfriesshire, near that place in the spring of 1829.

]
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One of these birds, a male, was shot by R. A. Julian,
Esqy, Senior, on the River Erme, near Plymouth,
in Devonshire, on the 15th. of Angust, 1849; and one,
a female, by Mr. R. A. Julian, Junior, on the banks of
the Plym, on the 17th. of August, 1850; also a young
one, July 3lst., 1851, at .Crabtree, near the same place.
Oae in Cornwall, near Falmouth, by J. Passingham, Esq.,
Aungust 25th., 1847; and a pair were obtained near St.
Keyme, East Loaoe, Others, the Hon. T. L. Powys has
informed me, used to frequent, in August, the River
Nene, near Lilford, Northamptonshire; a. few occur
most winters abount Brighthampton, near Witney, Oxford-
shire.

In Ireland a pair, male and female, were procured
in the county of Kildare, in October, 1846.

About the end of April or beginning of May the
Green Sandpiper moves northwards, and by the end
of Jaly begins to retrace its way to the regions from .
whence it had come, which movement continues till
the beginning of September. It is described as Jjourney-
ing principally alone, or in pairs; six or seven being the
most that are seen Journeying together, and these
generally young birds. Tts migration is conducted dur-
ing the night, from dusk to daylight. “During the day
it frequents the moist banks of rivers, lakes, and canals,
bat very rarely the sea side, and when disturbed flies
invariably to a great distance on its way, either north
or south, according to the time of the year, in which
direction its ‘destination lies. Tt flies always at a great
elevation, from whence it descends like a stone to the
spots where it intends to alight, either for rest or food.”

They are said to be exceedingly good birds to eat.
They are of very shy and solitary habits, and do not

admit of a near approach, unless it be an unexpected
VOL. 1V, b
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~ one favoured by the sheltered nature of the cover which
they ‘natarally seek. They do not keep to the same
spot for more than twenty-fonr hours.

They are noticeable in flight from the white of the
tail and tail coverts.

They ran with facile agility, and, if occasion requires,

with great swiftness. They fly well and strongly, the
wings for the most part being not fully stretched, but
.quickly moved; before alighting they are almost closed,
and the bird shoots down until near the ground, when
it makes one or two short turns and then settles. In
‘runmng along they frequently flirt: up and spread
the tail. If suddenly startled up they fly off at a low
height, following the winding of the stream, at fiest
silently, bat then uttering their whistling cry, and
mounting high into the air,

They feed on insects, their larve, and worms.

The note, a shrill whistle, has been likened to the
word ‘cheet,’ repeated, and also to ‘dlee; dlee, dlee,
and also ‘dic, dic.” It is one which yon will be sure
to notice.

The nest is either in sand on a bank, or among grass
by the side of a stream.

The eggs, four in number, are of a greenish white
ground colour, with dusky or dark brown and light
reddish brown and grey spots, more or less dark.

Male; weight, about three ounces and a quarter, oF
rather more; length, nine inches and a half to nearly
ten; bill, very slender, and dull greenish black at the
base, the remainder dusky black; from it a pale dusky
greyish brown streak proceeds to and over the eye,
between which and the base of the bill there is o
dusky patch; iris, hazel, over it from the base of the
upper mandible extends a whitish streak. Head on
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the erown, neck on the back, and nape, dusky greenish
brown, slightly waved with a darker shade, and speckled
with small triangular white spots or streaks; chin,
white; throat, white, streaked downwards with dusky
grey and pale greenish arrow-headed lines; breast
above, white, on the sides and upper part streaked
with greyish black and pale greenish; below, white;
back, dusky brownish green, undulated with darker
shades, and studded with small triangular-shaped ‘white
spots.

The wings have the first quill feather the longest;
greater and lesser wing coverts, also dusky green,
waved with darker colour; primaries and secondaries,
dusky black, the shafts darkest—the latter are very long;
tertiaries, also very long, dusky black, tinged with
green, and with numerous small light-coloured spots on
the outside margins; greater and lesser under wing cov-
erts, deep greyish black, with narrow crossbars of white
of a V, or ‘cheyron’ shape. Tail, white at the base,
the outside feather on each side nearly immaculate, but
with one small dark spot or bar on the outer web
near the end, the next feather with two dark spots,
the third and fourth with two rather large broad dark
bands, the fifth and sixth respectively with three or
four dark bands; upper tail coverts, white. Legs and
toes, greenish grey black; the middle and outer ones
are united by a short membrane. Claws, dusky.
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: WOOD SANDPIPER.

| LONG-LEGGED SANDPIPER.

Lringa glareola, Prxxast. Moxrtaau.
- Grallatoris, Moxrtaau.
Totanus glareola, Fresmixe, Ssupy.
Lringd—............ 4 Glarcola. @larea—Sand—pebbles—
shingle?

Tais Sandpiper appears to inhabit divers countries
as far north as the Arctic circle, Norway, Lapland,
Sweden, and others; it is seen also in France, Italy, and
Malta; and has been brought from Africa, from the Cape
of Good Hope; and from Asia—from India and Java. Tt
has likewise been procured from Chili, in America; and,
it is said, from the Islands aof the Pacific Ocean.

Mr. William Felkin, Junior, of Carrington, near Not-
tingham, has obligingly informed me of the ocenrrence

of this bird in Nottingham meadows; and also on the .

Trent near that town. One was shot, as recorded in
the “Zoologist,” page 1769, at Yarmouth, Norfolk, in
April, 1847; one at Campsall, near Doncaster, Yorkshire;
one at Ditton Marsh, in Surrey; a pair were observed
on Weald Common, near Epping, Essex, in May, 1840;
and one of them, the female, was secured.

Other individuals have been met with in Cambridge-
shire, Lincolnshire, Suffolk, and Norfolk. In that county
it occurs occasionally at the bLeginning and end of sum-

N






WOOD SANDPIPER. ,205'

mer; three young ones, a male and two females, were
shot niear Yarmouth; on the 22nd. of April, 1852. Two
were shot near ‘Beacliamwell, one an old female, the
other a young bird which had not entirely lost its down,
in the spring of 1838. In Northumberland one at
Ellingham, in the month of September, 1828; and a
second at Prestwick Carr, in 1830. In Durham, one
at Whitemare Pool; in Kent, one near Woolwich, the
end of May, 1850. In Cornwall, seven were procured
in one day, in August, 1840, near the Land’s End,
one also there about the 15th. of April, 1852; one was
shot by I Passingham, Esq., at Swanpool, near Fal-
mouth, August 28th., 1847. In Sussex, one at Newhaven,
the 9th. of September, 1851, by J. B. Ellman, Esq.

In Ireland a pair were noticed for several successive
scasons at Glenbower, near Youghal, in the county of
Cork. In Scotland, the eggs are s.nd to have been
procured in Elginshire.

It is described as a migratory species, making its
appearance carly in April and May; and retiring in
August and September. It has been seen to perch on
the upper twigs of a bush.

Mr. Hoy says, in a communication to Mer, Hewxlson,
“If you approach the spot where they have young,
and especially if a dog is with you, the old birds will

fly round in the most anxious manner, and will hover

over the dog within a few feet; then suddenly darting
off, mount high in the air, pouncing down again with
great rapidity on the intruder.” “While the hen bird
1s sitting, the male flies round in wide circles, and at
a considerable elevation.”

The name of this species is a misnomer, for, a case
literally of ‘lucus a non Jucendo,” it mnever frequents
woods, unless, indeed, the small copses of birch and alder
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trees, that shrt Jarge tracts of heath or marshy flats,
or willows, and other- brushwood, can be so called. Its
proper dwelling-places are extensive wastes, interspersed
with shallow pools, open grounds, and swamps, and
also the shores of large and small lakes and ponds, where
grass or reeds grow in patches. It is seldom met with
in flocks, ‘except when engaged in migration. It is
‘however not unfrequently seen in company with other
kinds of kindred species. Its general appearance is very
elegant. Tt admits of being kept in confinement. It
lies close if suddenly approached by danger, but when
compelled to be away, rises high in the air, and removes
to a distance. It is a bird of solitary habits, a pair
only living together at the breeding-time.

In flight it is exceedingly rapid.

They feed on small worms, minute snails, the larvee
of gnats and flies, beetles, and other insects.

“During the time ‘of migration, the peculiar gathering
note, ‘wiff, giff,” may be heard often repeated, forming
a concert or chorns of many voices, and serving to
keep together the assembled travellers, until fatigue
cmnpcls them to alight for rest in some conyenicnt
spot. The male bird has, during the breeding-season,
another call-note, which sounds like ‘teatril, teatril.”

The nest, which is extremely difficult to find, owing
to the nature of the ground where it is put, is gen-
crally placed in a hollow, at but a litle distance from
the water, among heath, or plants of the bog myrtle,
rushes, or griss. It is made of grass or other vegetable
materials.

The eggs are three or four, pointed in shape, and
of a pale greenish white, spotted and speckled, par-
ticularly at the larger end, with dark reddish brown.
The hen bird incubates them, and her partner watches

- %
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by, and rises up, and hovers about any intruder, as
previously noticed. 2

Male; weight, two ounces and a quarter; length,
not quite nine inches; bill, slender and black, except
the base of the lower mandible, which is pale green-
ish brown: from the base of the upper one a dusky.
patch proceeds to the eye—over it is a white streak.
Iris, dusky brown; eyelids, white. Head on the crown,
neck on the back, and nape, greenish dusky brown,
each feather margined with dull buff white, some in a
triangular, and others in a more elongated shape,
giving the former parts a cinereous hue. In winter,
the' brown of the head more prevails in the .way of
spots, and the other markings are narrower and more
grey. Chin, white; throat and breast above, dull
greyish white, streaked with greyish brown waved lines;
below, white, and marked on the sides with a few
transyerse dusky bars; in summer black and more exten-
sive. Back above, dusky, with hardly perceptible tints
of green and purple, marked with small white and
greyish white spots on each side of the webs near the
tip; in summer the dark colour is blacker and nearly
hides the lighter; below the back is white.

The wings have the first quill feather the longest,

when elosed they reach to the end of the tail. The
* axillary plume is white, with a few cross-bars of dusky;
greater wing coverts, greenish dusky black, margined
on the edge of each feather, and tipped with buff white;
more inclining to white, some in a trinngular, others
in a more lengthened manner; in sammer the former
colour is darker black and more predominant; lesser
wing coverts, plain dusky black. Primaries,” greenish
dusky black, the first .one with a white shaft, and most
of .the others tipped with white; secondaries, dusky
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greenish black, slightly tipped with white; tertiaries,
greenith brown, each feather edged with buff white,
triangularly or in an elongated manner; here, too, the
former colour prevails darker and more extensively in
summer.

The tail, rather cuneiform, the outer feather on each
side larger than the two succeeding ones, and equal in
length to the fourth, from which they gradually increase
in length to the middle ones, which exceed the outer
by a quarter of an inch, is of a greenish black ground
colour, with six or more narrow cross-bars,” a- little
oblique, of white; the outer feathers have their inner
webs pure white. Montagu says, “The tail consists of
twelve feathers, the middlemost rather the longest, these
are *barred with black and white alternately, a little
oblique; on the outer webs are eight black bars, on
the inner webs six; the next feather has six bars on the
outer, and four on the inner web; the third has five,
and three bars in the same manner; the fourth feather
has five and one; the fifth and outer feathers are only
spotted on the margin of the outer web, iith one spot
on the inner web of one.” Upper tail coverts, white,
those next the tail spotted with black; under tail
coverts, white. Legs and toes, pale olive green, with
a faint tinge of blue, and darker green at the joints;
claws, dusky.

The female and male are alike.

In the young the bill is black at the tip, and the
base tinged with green. From the bill a small dosky
bar extends to the eye; over it is a broad white streak
that passes above the eye, and surrounds it; eyebrows,
white, finely streaked with pale brown. Head on the
sides, white, with narrow brown streaks; crown, dusky
brown, with narrow yellowish white edges to the feathers;
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neck on the back, and nape, the same, but more streaked
with white; the neck in front, white, with brown marks
and shaft streaks, larger and plainer lower down. Chin
and throat, white; breast, white, each feather with a
brown streak down the shaft, and very finely margined
with light brown, the sides marked with waved bars
of brown and yellowish white. Back above, dusky,
with faint reflections of green and purple, and bright
rufous triangular-shaped spots bordering the edges of the
feathers; below, dusky, margined with white. Greater
wing coverts, dusky, with hardly perceptible reflections
of green and purple, and bright rufous triangular-
shaped spots on the margins of the feathers; the lesser
wing coverts are without the spots. Primaries, dusky,
the first with a white shaft, and all narrowly edged
with white at the tips except the first; ‘secondaries,
dusky, margined with yellowish white; tertiaries, dusky,
with the slight tints of purple and green, and the
bright rufous spots on the margins. Tail, white, broadly
barred with dusky; the outer feathers having their
inner webs nearly pure white; upper tail coverts, white,
with small dusky shaft lines, and spots of the same on
the tips of some of them. Legs and toes, pale yellow,
tinged with greenish grey.

The adult birds moult in August, the young later,

‘and again in April return to, or arrive at, the summet

plumage.

VoI, 1Y, 2
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COMMON SANDPIPER.

SUMMER SNIPE. SPOTTED SANDPIPER. SAND - LARK.
SAND LAVROCK.

Tringa hypoleucos, PryxaNT. MONTAGU.
Totanus = Fremixne. SsLBY.
Dringa—............ ¢ Hypoleucos. Hypo—Under.

Leucos—\White.

Tre species before us is frequent in Europe, throughout
Scandinavia, in Lapland and Norway and other parts,
and Kamtschatka, and also visits the Ferroe Islands,
Greenland, and Iceland: it is known likewise in France
and Ttaly. In Asia, it is plentifal in Sumatra, Singa-
pore, Java, Timor, and Japan, India and Asia Minor;
and specimens have also been received from the northern
and southern parts of Africa.

The Common Sandpiper is generally known through-
out this conntry—from Cornwall, Devonshire, Dorset-
shire, Hampshire, Kent, Essex, Cambridgeshire, and
Oxfordshire, where small parties occasionally” pass the
summer, near Brighthampton, Witney, Mr. Stone writes
me word, to Norfolk, Durham, and Northumberland,
and from Wales to Scotland, being plentiful on the
inland lakes—Loch Awe and others, in Caithnesshire,
Sutherlandshire, and elsewhere.

In Yorkshire, localities for it are among others, the
neighbourhood of Sheffield, Hebden Bridge, Halifax,
Barnsley, Huddersfield, and Burlington.
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In Orkney it has been observed in several islands,
as Sanday and Hoy, and on various parts of the main-
land. It appears, however, to be but an occasional
visitant there.

In Ireland it is a regular visitor in the summer.

The Summer Snipe visits us in April, about the 20th.,
and leaves us by about the end of September, or ear-
lier—in August—according to the state of the season.
They arrive singly or in pairs, and travel by night.
Before starting they fly about in a restless manner,
uttering their whistling note.

It is a bird of lively and active habits, and it is
pleasant to watch it running nimbly along the water’s
‘edge, by the side of a still lake or pond, or the bank
of the rapid or the slow stream, the large or the small
river in the summer time, or treading lightly over the
beautiful leaves of the water-lily, which float so buoyant
themselves on the crystal surface. It is seldom' seen
on the shore of the sea, but the situations mentioned are
all alike congenial to its taste, whether in a hilly or a
flat country, an open or a wooded district. It can
both swim and dive well; even the young, if need
appear to be, take fearlessly to the water, and remove
underneath the surface to a considerable distance. One
has been known thus to seek and find safety from the
pursuit of a Hawk. The wings are used in progression
underneath.

It is almost constantly in motion, and has, like so
many other birds, -a habit of flirting its tail up and
down, while the head and neck are thrust forward
in a nodding manner, or again retracted during the
search for food. If disturbed during the period of
incubation, “the female quits the nest as quietly as
possible, and usually flids to a distance, making at this
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time no outery; as soon, however, as the young are
hatehed, her manners completely alter, and the greatest
agitation is expressed on the apprehension of danger;
and every stratagem is tried, such as feigning lameness,
and inability of flight, to divert the attention of the
intruder from the unfledged brood:” both parents indeed
are clamorous at this season, ignorant of the worldly
maxim that “speech was given to us to conceal the
thoughts.” These birds perch at times on roots and
stumps by the water side. Small flocks of a dozen or
fourteen may at times be seen together, or up to twenty
or thirty; but they do not associate very closely or
determinedly together, each individual following its own
inclination, both when on the ground and in flying off,
or alighting. X

It flies with ease and celerity; if to a distance, at a
moderate height; but if otherwise, it proceeds a little
way, ‘and commonly settles on the opposite side to that
which it had left. “Its flight,” says Selby, *‘is graceful,
though peculiar, being performed by a rapid motion
of the pinions, succeeded by an interval of rest, the
wings at the same time being considerably bent, and
forming an angle with the body; and in this manner
it skims with rapidity over the surface of the water,
not always flying in a straight line, but making occa-
sional sweeps, uttering at the same time its shrill and
well-known whistle.”” When settling down, the wings
are at some scasons kept up stretched over the back,
and in this position it runs along the sand, uttering the
while its plaintive whistle. Sandpipers may at times
be seen running along the grass by the river side,
stretching themselves out, and ruffling their feathers in
an odd sort of manner.

They feed on worms and intects, such as flies, gnats,
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and water spiders, and on minute snails, but rarely.
In search of some part of their food, they throst their
bills into the mud. :

The note, a cleur pipe, is, though pleasant to the
ear, a mere ‘wheet, wheet, wheet,’ uttered when the
bird is put up, as well as when perched on some stone,
branch, or stake, near the water-side. Meyer likens it
to the syllables, ‘heedeedee, heedeedee.” It is repeated
a great number of times—as many as forty or fifty—
by the,bird when on the wing.

Nidification commences about the middle of April.

The nest is slight—a collection of a few leaves or a
little moss, dry grass or leaves, in a hollow in a bank,
in a tuft of grass, or tussock of rushes; upon a bed of
gravel, or even on a bare rock; the eggs being kept
together by only a_very slight inequality in the sur-
face. It is generally thus sheltered or protected, on
one side at’ least. It is usually built near the water’s
edge, but sometimes in an adjoining field, always above
the highest water-mark. It is well hidden in a tuft
of grass or rushes, or among the lower branches of
willows and osiers, so as to be difficult to find. The
same pair, if undistarbed, will return for several suc-
cessive seasons to their accustomed building-place.

The eggs, four in number, arc of a reddish white
or cream yellow tint, spotted and speckled with dark
brown, and other marks of a lighter hue. Some are of
a clear very light blue ground colour, with minute brown
spots all over; others with large blots of deep brown,
They are, as the eggs of other waders, admirably
adapted, both by their form and their position im the
nest, to occupy the smallest postible degree of space,
as rendered expedient by their large size in proportion
16 that of the bird. The young are hatched in about
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fourteen days, and leave the nest almost immediately.
They quickly learn to hide themselves in the nearest
covert, and in about a month are able to shift for
themselves.

The plumage in this species is of a silky texture.
Male; weight, about two ounces; length, seven inches
and a half, to seven and three-quarters; bill, yellowish
brown, or dusky greenish grey at the base, dark brown
towards the tip. Iris, slender, and dusky brown, paler
towards the base; a brown streak runs to it from the base
of the bill, and above it, reaching also over and behind
the eye, is a light-coloured one. IHead on the sides
and on the crown, neck on the back and nape, greenish
brown, clouded with bluish grey and dull yellowish,
and delicately marked with a dusky greenish black
stripe across the centre, and along the shaft of each
feather. Chin and throat, white; throat on the sides,
‘and breast on the upper part, pale greenish, with dusky
black streaks; the lower, white. Back, greenish brown,
each feather with a darker dusky greenish black stripe
across its centre and along the shaft, and further varied.
with fine transverse zigzag lines of dark brown, giving
the bird an elegantly mottled appearance.

T'he wings, which are very long, have the first feather
the longest; their extent of - expanse is from one foot
two inches, to one foot two inches and a half; greater '
wing coverts, tipped with white. The lesser wing coverts
have in summer a black border near the tip of each
feather, which appears to be wanting in the winter
plumage. Primaries, nearly black, cach, except the
fiest one or two, with a greyish white patch on the
centre of the inner web. The tail has the four centre
feathers dusky greenish brown, with a dunsky greenish
black stripe across the centre and along the shaft line
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of each; the four outer feathers on each side, there being
twelve in all, tipped with white; and the two outermost
on each side with the outer web dull white, or pale
brown, barred with greenish black. The whole tail is
thus barred; the middle feathers are the longest, and
the others gradually shortened. Uppér tail coverts, also
greenish. brown, with the like dusky greenish black
streaks along the shafts and across; under tail coverts,
white.. Legs and toes, pale bluish green or yellowish
grey, with transparent brown at the joints; the latter
are webbed to the first joint, and have a brief membra-
nous edging along their whole length. Claws, dark
brown.

The young are at first covered with down of a greyish
brown colour above, with black streaks upon the head,
and a black list down the back, the under parts being
white. In the course of three weeks they are able to
fly. The young of the year have the white streak
over the eye more distinct. The neck in front, white,
with the dark streaks on the sides only. The back with
the feathers edged with reddish buff, spotted with
black. The greater and lesser wing coverts, darker.



SPOTTED SANDPIPER.

Tringa macularia, Pexxaxt, Moxricu.
Totanus macularius, Serpy. JENYNS,
£ macularia, TEMMINCK.
Dringa—.,...0vvere. P Macnlgria. Macwla—A. spol.

Tuais bird appears frequently in the north of Europe,
in Sweden, and the Islands of the Baltic, and also in
Germany. In America, it is common from Tabrador
and Canada to Texas, Mexico, and the Islands of the
West Indies.

One was shot on the coast of Norfolk, between Runton
and Sherringham, about the 26th. of September, 1839.

It is a migratory species, moving southwards in
October, and northwards in the spring.

The Spotted Sandpiper exhibits the like anxiety for
its young which so many other kinds do, and developes
it in the same manner—in endeavouring, by cvery
device, to draw away intruders. Audubon mentions
the fact of one of these birds, which he had disturbed,*
having removed two eggs from the nest, which contained
four, and’ this although he had, with a view to their
‘subsequent procurement, placing stones over the nest in
such a manner as that it was impossible she could have
bodily entered it. She must, as I have shewn elsewhere
of another species, have abstracted them with her bill

The Spotted Sandpiper is to be found in summer
in woody districts, by the edges of lakes, and as well
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along -the side of a meandering “river, or the pebbled
margin of some small *“streamlet or rill;” which gently
follows its downward course along the bank of a shelving
copse, or the quiet side of a flat meadow. It is rarely
seen by the sea-side.

The nest is placed in some well-hidden spot in a
field, and_is' composed of short pieces of dry straw, or
other such materials as furnished by the locality.

The eggs are of a pale reddish white colour, spotted
and speckled with grey, and brown of a darker and
lighter shade. They are four in number. The young,
as soon as hatched, run about with wonderful speed.

Male; length, about six inches and three-guarters.or
over; upper bill, dusky; the under one dusky towards
the tip, and dull yellowish red about the base; a dusky
streak goes from it to and behind the eye. Iris, duskys:
the eyestreak, white; forehead, white. Iead on the
crown, neck on the back, and nape, olivaceous brown,
marked with dusky spots of an clopgated form on the
feathers; neck on the sides, chin,. throat, and Dbreast,
white, with numerous distinct round spots and trans-
verse marks of dusky greenish brown on the sides of the
last-named; below, white. Back above, olivaccous purple
brown; in winter many of the feathers are black, with
greyish white margins, the rest grey, marbled with pale

. brown, having the shafts alone black; below, white.

The wings have the first quill feather the longest;
greater wing coverts, grey, with darker centres to the
feathers, and tipped with white; some of the lesser
wing coverts also grey, with darker centres. Of the
primaries the first is brownish black, the shafts of it
and the mext, white; the rest with a white spot on the
middle of the inner web; secondaries, tipped with white;

tertiaries, grey, with black shafts, and barred upon the
YOL IV 2.2
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outer parts of the webs with black and pale ash grey;
in winter margined with white, and faintly barred with
a. deeper shade of brown. The tail has, in summer,
the two middle feathers greyish white; in winter, white,
marked with zigzag lines and bars of pale brown; the
outer feathers wholly white, exeept a longitudinal streak
of brown upon the outer web. The ‘outer feather on
each side has the outer web white, barred with greenish
black; upper tail coverts, white, in summer barred with
brown. Legs and toes, greenish grey; claws, dusky
brown.

The male and female are nearly alike.

The young are at first covered with dull yellowish
brown down, with a streak of black behind the eye,
and one down the back. Subsequently indications of
the spots appear, and they shew themselves ostensibly
in the winter.
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GREENSHANK.

CINEREOUS GODWIT.

Scolopaz glottis, Pexxaxt. Moxtacu.

X canescens, Pexyanr. Gueniy.  Lavmas.
Totanus glottiz, Fremineg, Ssnny.
Limosa grisea, Buissoxs,

- glottis, ! STEPHENS. *

Scolopax—A Woodeock. Glottis. Glotta—A tongue—having
a long tongue?

IN Furope, the Greenshank visits Russia and Scan-
dinavia  generally, Norway, Denmark, Sweden, and
Lapland, Germany, France, Holland, Switzerland, and
Ttaly. In Asia, it occurs in Siberia, Asia Minor, and
Persin, India, Java, Sunda, the Moluccas, and the
Mauritins; and on the continent of Africa, in Egypt
and Nubia.

In Cornwall, W. P. Cocks, Esq., in “The Naturalist,”
volume i, page 114, records one shot at Swanpool, neat
Falmouth, in the winter of 1845. In Yorkshire two
have been killed near Doncaster. In Norfolk it occurs
in the spring in moderate numbers, leaving about the
end of May, and is again found in the months of Sep-
tember and October. In Surrey one was shot at
Hampton Lodge: in Cambridgeshire it used to occur,
but since the drainsge of the fens has become very
rate. At Towyn, North Wales; one, early in September,
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1851. One at Swanscombe, in Kent, in 1848, by R.

0. White, Iisq.
~In Ireland, they are scen in small parties in the
autumn: one was obtained near Louth, in October,
1845, .

In Scotland, they assemble in large numbers in the
Hebrides—in Uist, Harris, and Lewis. They also visit
Orkney in September and October, on their way south-
wards; one was killed in Sanday, October 2nd., 1830.
Oune in Haddingtonshire, at- Lennoxloye, 1824.

They are met with on the sea-shore, but also on the
banks of rivers, lakes, and ponds, both in flat and hilly
countries. With us, individuals have occasionally been
met with inland.  One was shot near Ascot Ieath;
one near Godalming, in Surrey. Three or four were
seen near Cnrlislt-, about Brogh and Rockliff, in August,
1832; and two of them, a young male and female, were
procared on the 25th.; one also on the River Eden
earlier in the same month. Others in Oxfordshire, near
Bampton, on the River Isis, and near Brighthampton.
A few stay to breed. One was shot by the River
Thames, near Walton, in Surrey, in the month of June.
. In Scotland ove was shot in May, and the young have
been scen on the banks of Loch Awe, in July.

They move northwards in April, and southwards in
October or November. Some remain in the wilder
distriets of Seotland during the summer, and rear their
brood; as for instance, in Sutherlandshire, near Tongue
and Scourie, Loch Naver and Loch Laighall. Mr. Selby
has met with the young on Loch Awe, in July, and
has known an adalt bird killed in May. Sir William
Jardine has known others on the banks of the Tweed,
between Kelso and Coldstream, a veach of the river 1
well remember for salmon-fishing exploits.

Wy
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They are extremely shy and vigilant, and rise on
the slightest alarm, especially when they have young,
wheeling round, now near to the nest, and now sweeping
farther off with loud cries, and every now and then
perhaps alighting and still repeating them. They prefer
open districts, such affording opportunities of keeping
a good look-out; and choose sluggish streams and still
waters to more rapid ones. In searching for food they
move leisurely in a horizontal position, and wade
deep. They can swim and dive well, and advance
under the water with movements of their wings. In
confinement they soon become tame. They are socia—
ble in their habits, both among themselves and with
other kinds. ;

These birds occasionally perch on trees. They fly
with the wings not widely stretched, the head advanced
in front, and the legs behind. They alight in a slanting
direction, and often so swiftly that they have to
break the fall, and skim a short distance with the full
expanse of the pinions.

Their “Commissariat department” is supplied with
small fish, such as the Loche and the Swelt, insects,
worms, shrimps, and several crustaceous and molluscous
animals,

The note is uttered both on the wing and when
perched on the ground or a twig. It sounds like the
word “tea-ah, tea-ah!” repeated two or three times in
quick succession: the voices of several together are
rather melodions.

The nest is a small hollow, with a few fragments of
heath or grass placed within it

The egge, of a pear shape, as in the kindred species,
are four in number, of a very pale yellowish green
colour, eprinkled all over with irregular spots of dark
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brown and blots of light purple grey, with fewest of
cither on the smaller end.

Male; weight, about six ounces; length, about one
foot or over, to one foot two; bill, about two inches,
long, slender, and slightly curved upwards. It is nearly
black at the tip, and bluish green over the base; a dusky
streak extends from its base to the eye, and spreads
over the head on the sides in small spots, commingling
with those of a larger size on the upper part of the
breast and the sides; iris, rather dark brown. Iead on
the crown, neck on the sides and back, and the nape,
tusky, with paler edges to the feathers; in winter the
ground colour is pale bluish grey, the latter-named with
the shafts and centres of the feathers dusky; chin,
white. Throat and neck in front, white, slightly
streaked with grey; breast, white, on the sides streaked
with grey; back above, greyish brown, the feathers
edged, more finely in winter, with buff white; in the
early summer plumage the ground colour assumes a
greenish or bluish black tint; below it is white.

The wings have the first quill feather the longest.
Two white bands are formed across them by the white
tips of the greater coverts. They expand to the width
of two feet and an inch; greater wing coverts, grey
brown, glossed with green, edged triangularly, and in
winter finely pencilled, with® buff white, the former ,
become towards summer varied with dark spots; lesser
wing coverts, also greyish brown. Primaries and secon-
daries, uniform dusky black, the inner webs of some
spotted with white; in winter, dusky on the upper edges.
Tertiaries, also dusky greyish or brownish black, tinged
with green, edged triangularly, some of them on both
webs, with buff white. In the breeding plumage they
become darkly spotted. Tail, white, the middle feathers
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barred across, and the outer one striped longitudinally
with greyish white; upper tail coverts, white, with a
dusky spot or bar on each feather near the tip: the
shafts are dusky; under tail coverts, white. Legs,
very long and slender, and as the tocs, bluish olive
green; claws, dusky black.

Rennie writes, “A very elegant variety, in the pos-
session of Mr. Bullock, had the upper parts marked as
usual but darker, and the spots larger on the top of
the head, back, and scapulars; the newly moulted feathers
on the two last, known as such by their comparative
brightness, were black, with the margins deeply and
angularly scalloped with white; the markings strong,
particularly on the tertials; tail coverts, white; the rump
having a mixture of dusky black and grey in bars; the
tail barred with zigzag lines; throat, white; fore part
of the neck and breast, streaked and spotted with black,
the spots increasing in size on the breast; middle of
the belly, white, but- feathers on the side barred with
black; some of the under tail coverts plain white, others
barred with black; the legs appeared to have been
yellowish or pale green; size and length of the bill and
legs as usual. It was not noticed at what season this
bird was shot, but it was most probably in the spring,
a little before its usual time of departure; and it had
just begun to throw out its summer plumage on the
back, scapulars, and wing coverts, where the spots were
larger, and much better defined than on the old
intermediate feathers.”
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AVOCET.

-
SCOOPER. COMMON AVOCET.
SCOOPING AVOCET., CROOKED-BILL. YELPER.
COBBLER’S-AWL DUCK.

Reeurvirostra avocelta, FremiNe, Sunny.
- avosella, Pexxast. Moxtacu,

Reourvirostra, Recurvus—Crooked—bent.
Rostrum—The beak of a bird. Avocetta—, ........ ik

Tris bird, unique, as far at least as our country is
concerned, in the singularity of its appearance, is in
Europe plentiful in the north of Holland and on the
shores of the Baltic, and also occurs in Sweden, Russia,
THolstein, Hungary, Switzerland, Spain, France, and
Ttaly. In Africa it has been found from Egypt to the
Cape of Good Hope; and in Asia—in Siberia, Asia
Minor, and India; the neighbourhood of the Black
Sea, and the Caspian Sea, and in Tartary.

In Yorkshire, two were formerly obtained on Skip-
with Common, near Selby; several have been met
with near Spurn Point, and on other parts of the coast,
and the banks of the Humber.

Sir Thomas Browne has recorded that Avocets were
common in his time in Norfolk; and within the present
generation, ns many as twenty are said to have been
received within one month of one year, in Leadenhall
market. They used to frequent the marshes at Win-
terton; a pair were taken at Yarmouth, the 22nd, of
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April, 1852; two -also in the month of June; 1851.
It used to be more common there on Breydon,
but has of late years become more rare. It has been
known to breed at Salthouse. One was obtained in
the spring of 1837. = They were formerly also met
with on the Durham coast. A specimen was shot some
years since at Croxby Lake, Lincolnshire, as the Rev.
R. P. Alington has informed me, by the late Theophilus
Haroeis, Esq., of Thorganby Hall. 1In Cornwall, two
have been killed at Swanpool, near Falmouth, one of
them in November, 1845; others formerly have been
noticed in Gloucestershire and in Shropshire.

In Sussex, Markwick says that it was not uncommon
in his time, 1795, on the coast in summer; and he met
with a pair which had young, in a marsh near Rye.
It also visited the shore at Bexhill. A. T. Dodd, Esq.,
of Chichester, saw a flock of five at Pagham harbour,
near there, and procured three of them. In Surrey,
one at Godalming is recorded. In Kent, Romney
Marsh used to be a locality for it there; and the
muddy flats at the mouth of the Thames, in that county,
and *over the water” in Essex. In the former-named
a nest of young ones was found in 1842, by Mr.
Plomley, and two young ones procured the following
year; one was shot at Sandwich, the 22nd. of April,
1849, Donovan mentions that they were formerly
common in the Cambridgeshire Fens. In Devonshire,
one was obtained near Plymouth, in November, 1854,
as John Gatcombe, Esq. has been kind enough to send
me word.

In Treland, as stated by the late William Thompson,
Fsq., of Belfast, it is a very rare visitor.

In Scotland, it is in like munner an occasional straggler.

In Orkney, it is stated by Edmonston to have occurred.
YOL. IV, 20
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The mouth of the Severn, in Gloucestershire, is given
as another of its ‘quondam’ localities; also Shropshire,
Fossdike, in Lincolnshire, and the Dorsetshire coast.

It is of migratory habits, arriving in this country,
that is, when it does arrive—for, though formerly a
regnlar and frequent visitor, it is not so now—in the
month of April; and leaying again in-September. Tts
migration is performed during the night.

It prefers muddy shores to those of a sandy or
rocky kind; also salt marshes, to which it resorts while
the tide covers its other feeding-grounds, but leaves
again for the latter when it has ebbed sufficiently.
The Avocet walks in an easy and graceful manner,
and is able also to run very fast; “which,"” says Meyer,
“it does invariably close to the water’s edge when pur-
sued, standing every now and then still, raising its head
sharply, and lowering it again, and at last if the pursuit
is kept up, it flies up high in the air, and leaves the
neighbourhood. Swimming may also be ranked among
its capacities, daring which exercise it nods with its
head at every stroke; but it scems to like to float
rather than to swim.”

“The flight of the present species is very different
from that of most others of its family, owing in part,
to its bending its wings into perfect arches during their
movements; the wings are either beaten in quick suc-
cession, or more moderately, according to the pleasure
of the bird. During the breeding-season, they fly
great distances, low, over the surface of the water, but
pursue their migratory journey at great elevation.
The form of the Avocet, when on the wing, is par-
ticularly strange, in consequence of the head being
drawn close to its body, with the beak bent somewhat
downwards, and the legs projected out yery far behind.
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On alighting, it opens its wings, for a moment, high
above the back, and then closes them very carefully.”

When the female is frightened off the nest, she flies
round and round with drooped legs and extended neck,
counterfeiting every sign of disablement, and erying out
with alarm, or the desire to distract attention. They
are quick and active in their movements.. Avocets are
sociable birds among themselves, but shy in their gen-
eral character. They travel usually in small numbers,
but sometimes unite in large flocks. They build in
companies. Montagu writes, “The singular form of the
bill led Buffon, according to his absurd atheistical ten-
dency, to suppose it to be ‘one of those errors or essays
of nature, which, if carried a little further, would
destroy itself; for if the curvatare of the bill were a
degree increased, the bird could mot procure any sort
of food, and the organ destined for the support of life,
would infallibly occasion its destruction.” The bill of
the Avocet may therefore be regarded as the extreme
model which nature could trace, or at least preserve.
The modern doctrine of ‘types,” scems to be a legitimate
descendant of this nonsense.”

They feed on aquatic insects, embryo crustacea, shrimps,
and worms, and in search of these wade deep or not
as the case requires, but usually keep near the edge.
The manner in which they obtain their prey appears
to be by scooping with the concave part of the bill,
from side to side in a zigzag manner in the sand, and
also in the water. A good deal of gravel is swallowed
with the food.

The note or pipe is likened to the syllables ‘kwee,
kwee,’ or ‘twit, twit.’

The nest is said to be made in a hollow on some
dry spot in a marsh, or on the bank, just above high-
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water mark, among the short grass, or other marine
vegetation. It is lined with a little of those materials,
The eggs are described as being usually two, but some-
times three or four in number, brown or greenish white,

spotted and speckled with black. The young are hatched .

‘in eighteen days, and leave the nest almost immediately.
If chased, they hide themselves, with much success, among
the scanty cover.

Male; weight, from twelve to fourteen ounces; the
usual weight is thirteen; length, nearly one foot six
inches. The bill of this elegant bird, at once its ‘decus
et tutamen,’ is adapted by the all-wise Providence of
Gov, for the prosceution of the individual instinct
with which He has endowed it; it is about three
inches and a half in length, and black in colour, and
carved upwards, and somewhat flexible; iris, deep red-
dish brown; over it there are sometimes a few white
feathers in a line, and sometimes there is a little
white on the forchead. Head on the crown, neck on
the back, and nape, black; chin, throat, and breast,
white; back on the upper part, black; on the lower,
white.

The wings have the first quill feather thelongest,
when closed, they reach rather beyond the end of the
tail, and when extended measare two feet and a half
across; lesser wing coverts, black; primaries, black.
Legs, long, stout, and delicate pale blue, or blue grey;
the toes are of the same colour; they are semipalmated,
that is, the three front ones; the hind one is only rudi-
mentary. The whole plumage is smooth and compact.

The female is about one foot five inches in length.
In other respects she is like the male.

In the young of the year, the bill is dusky; iris,
dusky ; the black parts of the plumage is tinged with

»
»
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brown, and during the second year, till the autumnal
moult, some of the feathers are still reddish brown at
the end.

The quantity and distribution of the black colour
in the Avocet, varies in different specimens.
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STILT.

BLACK-WINGED STILT. STILT PLOVER.
LONG-LEGS., LONG-LEGGED PLOVER. LONG-SHANKS.
BLACK-WINGED LONG-SHANK.

Himantopus: melanopterus, SeLpy. JENYNS.

e Plinii, FresmixNg.

5 atroplorus, Muyen,

" rufipes, BrcrsTRIN. {
Charadrius kimantopus, Pesxaxt. Moxricu.

Himantopus, Himantopodes—"Birds so called from the tenderness
of their legs,” Melanopterns, Melas—DBlack.
. Pleron—A wing.

Tiis curious bird belongs to ITtaly, France, Germany,
Spain, Russia, Hungary, Greece, and Sardinia, in
Europe. In Africa, to Egypt in the north, occurring
also. southwards; and in Asia, to India, Japan, Java,
Persia, and the neighbourhood of the Caspian Sea and
the Black Sea; that district, one spot of which is now
for ever to be famous, as where ‘Di tanti palpiti, ¢ tante
pene,’—‘Arma gloria!’ A

Specimens have been obtained in Devonshire and
the Isle of Anglesea; in Dorsetshire, near Poole; and
in Hampshire, near Havant. White, of Selborne, men-
tions five or six killed out of a flock of seven on
Frensham Pond, between Farnham and Woolmer Forest ;
and Pennant instances one procured near Oxford. In




BT RN e s




STILT. 231

Cornwall, one was shot at’ Swanpool, near Falmouth.
In Norfolk, one was seen by the Rev. Richard Lubbock,
near Hickling Broad, on the 9th. of June, 1822, and
was shot the following day; a pair were shot by Mr.
Salmon, at Stoke ‘Ferry, in Norfolk, in the spring of
1826; one was killed in the same county, in July, 1824,

Before the complete drainage of the fens, says the
Rev. R. P. Alington, a few were now and then mect
with in Lincolnshire; one was sent up from there to
the London market in July, 1844. The more common
times, however, for the appearance of the species in this
country, are the spring and winter. Ir Cambridgeshire,
they were formerly plentiful in the fens.

In Scotland, two specimens were recorded by Sir
Robert Sibbald, as having occurred; and two others are
mentioned by Mr. Don, as having been met with, one
on the mountains of Clova, and the other on Ben
Lawers, in Perthshire. In Orkney two specimens were
killed at Lopness, in the year 1814.

In Ireland, one was seen by Mr. Robert Ball, near
Youghall, in the winter of 1823,

It is a migratory species, and is described as working
its way north in May, and southward as early as
August; its movements being made during the night.
On these occasions it sometimes flies at a high elevation.

The Stilt. frequents the margins of lakes and ponds,
and the borders of extensive watery wastes, and attaches
itself to the same haunts, returning the next day if
disturbed from any such. It is not particularly shy,
but nevertheless is not easily approached.

Its long legs are adapted not only for rapid progres-
sion, but also for wading to a considerable depth. They
are carried, in_flight, straight out belind; and at the
same time, the “wings are much bent down, the neck



232 STILT.

not much extended, with * the -peak pointing - down-
wards. Tts flight i8 not quick, bat steady and regular.”

It feeds on worms, water insccts, beetles, and other
winged species, and has been seen to catch the latter
in a very dexterous manner as it stands in the water
It also captures the small fry of fish, which it obtains
by dipping the head and neck wholly under the water.

A round hollow on the top of some tuft or mound
serves as a receptacle for the nest.

The eggs, as represented by Professor Thieneman,
_are of a pale blue colour, blotted and streaked with
greyish green, or olive green and dark brown.

Male; weight, about four ounces and a half; length,
about one foot one inch, or a little over—to one foot
two inches; bill, black—it is two inches and a half
long, and slender. Iris, red; there are a few dusky
grey or light-coloured streaks behind it and on the
back of the head: with this exception, the head on the
crown, neck, and nape, chin, throat, and breast, are
white, the last-named with a faint pink tinge on the
lower part; back, brownish black, tinged with green.

The wings have the first quill feather the longest;
greater and lesser wing coverts, primaries, and eecon-
daries, rich glossy black, tinged with green; tertiaries,
dark brownish black, with green reflections. The tail
is greyish brown, and slightly forked. 'The legs, which
are of great length, and slight, and the tees, pink red;
the latter have a connecting membrane between the
outer and middle ones,

The female has more dark streaks behind the head,
and the black of the plumage is less pure, and. not
tinged with green. .

The young have more of the dark streaks on the head;
the back, brown, edged with white. T.egs, orange.






BLACK-TAILED GODWIT.

COMMON GODWIT. GODWYN, YARWHELP. \'AI‘“_’BH‘.
LESSER GODWIT. JADREKA SNIPE.
RED GODWIT. HUDSONIAN GODWIT. SHRIEKER.

Limosa melanura, Lzmsien.  TeamaiNcr.
" gocephala, Frnaixo.
“ rufa major, Buissox.

Fedoa melanura, STEPIENS,

Scolopa:z: belgica, Gaerin,
“ Agocephala, Lixxxzus.
o Hudsonica, Lvrsax?
- limosa, Pexxaxr. R
“  Lapponica, Bewick,

Agovephalus Dellonii, Rav.

Limosa. Limus—DMud, Melanura. Melas—DBlack,
Oura—A tail,

Tinis species extends pretty generally, though une-
‘qually, over Europe—so far north as Iceland, Lapland
and Greenland, and south again to Spain, Switzerland,
Italy, and Holland; Asia, to which continent Temminck
assigns Japan and the Sunda [Isles as localities for it,
as well as the vicinity of Mount Caacasus and Persia;
and  Africa, about Tangiers, L'unis, and other parts of
the north.

It most affects the countries that are nearest to the

sea, and attaches itsell to moist and swampy places,
YOL, 1V, 2K
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low meadows, where a rank vegetation prevails, and
other such, >

In Eogland it is generally distributed, though by
no means abundant. Tt breeds occasionally, though
sparingly, in the Cambridgeshire and Norfolk Fens,
near Buckenham and Oby; so it is also said to have
done on the edge of Hadfield Chase, near Thorne,
Yorkshire. It is common about chydon, near Yar-
mouth, in Norfolk; it belongs also to the Northum-
brian, Lincolnshire, and Yorkshire coasts. In Suffolk,
two in full summer plumage were shot in a fen near
Wisbeach, May 4th., 1850.

In Cornwall, one was shot at Swanpool, near Falmouth,
by Mr. May, December 12th., 1846. In Surrey, it has
occurred near Godalming; in Devonshire, it has been
obtained. In Bedfordshire, at Cardington; also in
Derbyshire, one on Sinfin moor.

In Orkney it is a rather rare winter bird, during
which season it appears in small flocks.

In Treland it is an occasional visitant, and has been
obtained mnear Dublin, in Oectober.

Its haunts in winter are the oozy banks of the
larger estuaries, and the mouths of rivers.

They arrive in March in the places where they
intend to rear their young. They move by night,
and then unite in companies of perhaps forty or fifty
individuals, but at other times are unsociable among
themselves, as well as shy, cxcepting when interested
for their brood, whom they endeavour to obtain security
for by flying about any intruder. The young birds
shew great dexterity in hiding themselves.

They are highly estcemed for the table, and are
both shot and taken in snares.

“In flight it opens its pointed wings at full length,

P
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and beats the air in regular succession; but when hur-
ried, its wings are only half opened, and the strokes
become very quick, whereby its speed is very much
increased. Its walk is not unlike that of the Stork,
and when at rest, it invariably stands om one leg.”
When asleep, it generally “puts its head under its wing.”

The Godwit feeds on insects and their larve, and
worms, obtained by boring in the soft sand and muad
with its long bill, not only when the surface is un-
covered, but also under the water, immersing the head
for the purpose. It follows its vocation carly in the
morning and late in the evening, and, of course, longer.
during moonlight nights.

The note has been compared to the syllables ‘grutto,
grutto, grutto.” ,

About the'beginning of April they arrive at their
nesting-places, and begin to lay early in May, in the
rough parts of swamps, and low meadows near water,
the nest being composed of dry grass, and other wild
plants, and hidden among any coarse herbage.

The eggs are four in number, of a deep green or
light olive brown colour, faintly blotted with spots of
a darker shade.

As soon as the young are able to flutter about, the
old ones leave them to themselves.

Male; weight, about twelve ounces; length, one foot
four inches, to one foot four and a half; bill, fine
orange at the base, in winter pale yellowish brown,
the tip black—it is bent a little upwards, and is three
inches and a quarter long; from it to the eye is a
dark streak, the effect of some small black spots on
feathers of a reddish brown. Iris, dusky; over it is a
white patch; forehead, pale reddish white; head on the
sides, pale reddish brown; on the crown, reddish brown

Ly
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_streaked with black; neck, pale reddish brown. Chin,

reddish white; throat and breast above, pale reddish
brown, in winter paler, transversely barred with brownish
black; below white, barred at distant intervals with pale
reddish brown and blackish brown. Back, almost black,
each feather margined and barred with orange reddish
brown tinted with purple; in winter it is pale brown, *
the feathers darker along the centres.

The wings have the first quill feather the longest;
greater and lesser wing coverts, deep brown, the edges
paler, deeply margined with white, shewing at the tips,
forming a bar crossing the wing; primaries, blackish
brown on the outer webs and tips, shading nearly to
white on the inner, the shafts strong, broad, and yel-
lowish white, with some white also at the base of all
except the second, forming a bar across the wing;
tertiaries, long, and clear brown, darker along the cen-
tres, and sometimes more or less variegated with orange
red, the edges being lighter-coloured. The tail, which

“is slightly forked, is black, the bases of the feathers

for one-third of their length white, increasing gradually
on each’ from the centre ones to the outside, where
the black scarcely covers more than half an inch of
the end; upper tail coverts, white; under tail coverts,
white, The legs, which are bare of feathers for a
considerable space above the knee, are, as the toes,
blackish grey; claws, black.

The young, before the first monlt, have the streak
over the eye white; erown of the head, blackish brown,
each feather margined with pale reddish brown; neck,
greyish ash-colour, tinged with reddish brown; cilin,
white; hreast above, greyish ash-colour, tinged with
reddish brown; below it is white, clouded with greyish
ash-colour; back, brownish black, each feather being
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margined with reddish brown. Greater and lesser
wing coverts, greyish ash-colour, margined and tipped
with reddish white; primaries, white at the base. The
tail is white at the base; upper and under tail coverts,
white.

The plate is after a design by the Rev. R. P.
Alington.

L
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BAR-TAILED GODWIT.

COMMON GODWIT. " RED GODWIT. MEYER'S GODWIT,
GODWYN. GREY GODWIT. RED-BREASTED SNIPE.

Limosa rufa, Bmgsox.
“ grisea major, Brissox.
Fedoa rufa, STEPIENS,

o Meyert, SreriEys.

“ pectoralis, STRPHENS,
Scolopax lencophad, LaTiasr.,

e noveboracensis, MosTaGU.
Limosa. Limus—Mud. Rifa—Red.

Tris handsome bird is in Europe found, though rarely,
in Ttaly, also in France, Spain, and Switzerland, while
migrating, and a few breed in Holland and Germany.
Mr. Yarrell says, “It visits Finland, and the countries
to the eastward, but is very rarely scen on the islands,
or on the western shores of the Baltic.” Meyer writes,
“We are credibly informed by an eye witness, that
the numbers of this species that visit the western coast
of Denmark, doring the month of May, on their
passage to the north, are so great that it is impossible
to give a numerical description of them; the islands
between the mouth of the Elbe, and the western coast
of Jutland, are perfectly covered with them, and at low
water, the shores are covered, in parts, to such an extent
that the eye cannot compass their lines. On the eastern
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shores of Denmark it is remarkable how few are met
with, comparatively speaking.”” Linnmus mentions Lap-
land, and Thieneman, Norway, as other countries for it.

In Asia it is found about the Caspian Sea, and in
India, and the Indian Islands, Java, and Timor.

In England, it occurs on the Durham and Northum-
brian coasts, and small flocks’ are seen in Cornwall,
Deyonshire, and Kent, in Romney marsh, and on the
coast; also in Suffolk and Norfolk., In Derbyshire
one near Swarkeston.

In Scotland it is known on the banks of the Solway,
and by the Wampoole, and the Merse at Skinburness.
It has also been obtained near Perth.

In Orkney, it is not a very rare winter visitant.

In Ireland, Mr. Watters says that it is common as
a winter visitant. He gives Wicklow as a locality.

In Yorkshire, it has been obtained near York and
Doneaster, and at Haw Park, near Walton. One also
at Hawksworth Hall, near Otley, in May, 1839, It is
not uncommon on the sand¢ in the winter, 2

The Rev. R. P. Alington has shot this bird on the
Lincolnshire side of the Humber. In Cambridgeshire it
appears to have been met with. In Norfolk, if occurs
about Breydon, near Yarmouth, and also along the coast
in considerable numbers.

They move northwards in April, to rear their young,
returning again the autumn.

They nre valued for their edible qualities. They are
usually found in small societies, and frequent the muddy
banke of inlets of the sea, the mouths of rivers, “flowing
ever for the benefit of man,” and not for his only,
but also for that of the infinity of the ocreatures of
God’s hand; the borders of pends, ditches, and lakes,
and swampy marsh lands generally. They often mingle
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with other birds of the same class. “During high
water, the Bar-tailed Godwits retire to the neighbouring
meadows and fens, where they appear ever restless,
looking out from time to time whether the sea water
retires, and as soon as they become satisfied that some
land re-appears, they fly up in a body, and continue
to follow the receding waters together, in search of
their favourite food.”

Their flight is powerful, though mnot very rapid; on
alighting, they generally elevate their wings over the
back, just before touching the ground. They can run
fast, but for the most part move about in a steady
and graceful manner, the body being carried in a hori-
zontal position.

They feed on worms, aquatic insects, and minute shell-
fish, and in search of such, wade deep, but do not
swim or dive unless on necessity.

The note, uttered when alarmed to take flight, some-
what resembles the bleat of a goat.

The egg is described as of a pale yellowish brown
colour, speckled, blotted, and spotted with other darker
shades of brown.

Male} weight, about twelve ounces; length, not quite
one foot four inches; bill, pale yellowish red, or red-
dish brown at- the base, succeeded by brown, and the
rest blackish brown; it is curved upwards, and is not
unfrequently as much as seven inches in length; the
space between the bill and the eye is spotted with
black. Iris, dusky brown; over it is a reddish white
streak; the lower eyelid is ‘white. Forchead, head on
the crown, neck on the back, and nape, pale reddish
orange brown streaked with blackish brown; in winter,
greyish white streaked with pale brown. Chin, throat,
and breast, reddish brown, the Iatter on the lower



BAR-TAILED GODWIT. 241

part with the feathers finely margined with white, the
sides streaked with dark brown; in winter the chin
and throat are grevish white, tinged with dull yellow,
as also is the lower part of the breast. Back on the
upper part, blackish brown with a tinge of purple,
with oval-shaped spots of pale reddish orange, with
which the feathers are also margined; on the lower
part it is white with a few small dark feathers; in
winter the upper part is fine grey, margined with a
paler shade, the shafts and parts immediately adjoining
greyish black.

The wings have the axillary feathers white, cross-
barred in summer; greater and lesser wing coverts
have the feathers with dark brown centres, and edged
with greyish white, in winter white with the centres
brown; the primaries have the outer webs almost black,
the inner ones dusky brown mottled with white on the
outer edges, the shafts white. The tail is marked with
alternate irregular bars of deep dusky brown and red-
dish white, in winter with dusky brown and greyish
white; upper tail coverts, white, the centres of the
feathers dark brown, some few of them margined with
orange brown; sometimes the tail coverts are entirely
rufous in summer—in the former state they are very
conspicuous in flight; under tail coverts, partially streaked
with dark brown. Legs and toes, blackish grey, or
dark greyish green; they are bare of feathers-a long
way above the knee. Claws, nearly black.

The female is larger than the male, her length reach-
ing to one foot five inches, or five and a half.

The young, before the first change, have the bill
frequently not more than two inches and a half in
Jength, the base pale yellowish red; the streak over

the eye, and the head on the sides, white, with small
YOL. IV, 9y
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RUFF.

REEVE, (FEMALE.) FIGHTING RUFF. SHORE SANDPIPER.
EQUESTRIAN SANDPIPER.
YELLOW-LEGGLED SANDPIPER., GREENWICH SANDPIPER,

Machetes pugnaz, Geurp, SELBY.
Tringa O Pexxasr. Moxtabv.
' equestris, LaTran.
4 littorea, Laxxzxvs, Larma
Totanus cinoreus, Baissox.
Macketes—A. Warrior, Pugnar—Puognacious.

Tue Ruff is one of the most curious birds, if not
the most curious, of any that we haye in this country.

In Europe, its range extends to Iccland, Russia,
Sweden, Lapland, Denmark, and Norway, from Holland,
France, Switzerland, and Ttaly, in which latter countries
however it is only a passing traveller. In Malta too,
they thus oceur. In Asia, it advances to Siberia, from
Persia, and the Caucasian Range. In Africa, it is known
at the Cape. v

This species was formerly common on some low ground
between Louth and the Lincolunshire coast, but the Rev.
R. P. Alington has not heard of any for several years,
The same may be said of Yorkshire, especially the
East-Riding; and likewise of Norfolk,"in which county
it still continues to breed, but in greatly diminished
numbers, In the county of Northumberland, a small
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flock frequented Prestwick Carr, near Newcastle-on-
Tyne, and Mr. Heysham observed young birds in the-
neighbourhood of Carlisle, in the autumn of 1830 and
1832. They used to be met with on Hatfield Moor,
near Thorne, and Skipwith Common, near Selby. Be-
fore the drainage of the Carrs they were common. One
was shot near York, and Mr. Thomas Allis writes that
he has known of others. In Somersetshire they formerly
occurred in the fens near Bridgewater. In Cambridge-
shire, they used to frequent, though much more
plentifully some years than others, the Isle of Ely,
and occasionally the Bottisham and Swaffham Fens.
In Surrey, a considerable flight of these birds, appa-
rently all of them young ones, was found near Godal-
" ming, on the 20th. of August, 1836.

They occasionally visit Ireland, Two males and two
females were procured at Kildare.

In Scotland, stragglers have not unfrequently been
met with. Sir William Jardine has obtained specimens on
the shores of the Forth, from Holy Island, northwards,
and also on the Pentland Hills, and the banks of the
Solway. In Orkney they have been observed. ‘There
they have generally made their appearance about Sep-
tember. They were very abundant in Sanday, in the
month of September, in 1830, 1835, and 1837.

The fens have heretofore afforded their favourite
locality, but they have also been met with upon the
moors, and on mosses, and in salt marshes, and still
more frequently along the coast, on their passage to and
fro,

They arrive, or used to arrive, in April, and leave in
September, many thus staying the summer and rearing
their young, Some indeed have done so recently, at
Cawlish Wash, near Spalding, in. Lincolnshire, in which
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county, other localities used to be the fens near Boston
and Spilsby, and the neighbourhood of Crowland. A
few have been found occasionally in the winter; one
near Slapton, in Devonshire, on the 27th. of December,
1808.

The young are fully fledged by the end of August,
and assemble in August or September, to depart in
company with the old females, the males leaving by
themselves a few days sooner.

These birds are excellent eating, and are casily
fattened in confinement for the purpose. Great numbers
were formerly taken in nets in the fens, for the table,
in the month of September; but there are now but few
to be found, from this and other causes. A fen-man
told Pennant that he had canght six dozen in one
morning; and ten dozen were sent in the same day to
Leadenhall market, in the year 1824, The catching of
them was a regular business, though confined only to
a few families. One family, that of Towns, had been
in the trade a hundred years in the time of Montagu.
The price latterly was two guineas a dozen; and Bewick
records that in a bill brought in for a dinner at the
George Inn, Coney Street, York, August 18th., 1794,
Wwhere four Ruffs made one of the dishes at the table,
they were separately charged sixteen shillings. I will
‘take the opportunity of recommending the house as a
good old-fashioned comfortable inn, well conducted by
the landlord, Mr. Winn, in whose family, as he hap-
pened to tell me yesterday, it has been for seventy years.

The Ruff is very pugnacious in its habits, that 1is,
the male, in the breeding season; the female being
‘causa teterrima belli,” so long since the times of Paris,
of Priam, and of Troy, as well as so long before. In
these challenges they mount on some little knoll, which
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often becomes quite trodden down by their feet—a
tilting ground for the display of “Love and Courage.”
At other seasons of the year they live peaceably to-
gether.  Even in confinement, however, they exhibit
a most combative disposition, and when fed would
starve if not separately supplied with food, quarrelling
over anything like a common table: with other species,
nevertheless, they seem to keep up amicable relations in
confinement.

Selby says, that “their actions in fighting are very
similar to those of a game cock; the head is lowered,
and the beak held in a horizontal direction, the ruff,
and indeed every feather more or less distended, the
former sweeping the ground as a shield, and the tail
partly spread; upon the whole, assuming a most ferocious
aspect.” He adds, that in these attitudes, the comba-
tants stand opposed to cach other, attempting to lay
hold with their bills, and if this is effected by a leap,
the wings are then brought into offensive action. As
might be expected fromi the nature of the weapons,
their contests are not often attended by fatal conse-
quences. 'This, however, does sometimes occur, as
Montagu mentions an instance in which the bird died
from an injury in the throat, got in one of its feuds
when in confinement,

They are not particularly shy in their habits. Small
flocks of the young birds keep together in the autumn.

Ruffs are polygamous, and hence, as in other similar
cases, their quarrelsome habits. When the eggs are
Jaid the hen birds become very bold in their care,
but the Ruffs continne as shy as before.

They feed on worms and aquatic insects.

The Reeve begins to lay the first or second week
in May, and the young are hatched the beginning of
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June. The nest, made of coarse grass, is placed on
some hillock among the same, or sedge, or rushes.

The eggs are subject to considerable varicty; some
are of a beautiful green ground colour, others olive
brown, spotted with darker brown. They are four in
number.

The Ruff, that is, the male bird, for the female, the
Reeve, 1s not, like him, ‘varium et mutabile semper,” is
subject to greater varieties of plumage than any other
British Bird. Two specimens are rarely to be found
alike—‘nil fuit unquam sic impar sibi’ Buffon says
that Klein compared above a hundred together, and
found only two that were similar,

Weight, about six ounces—to seven and upwards;
length, one foot and half an inch. The bill is very
firm and hard at the tip, but more flexible at the base;
its colour varies from brown or yellowish brown to
black; iris, dusky brown, behind it is a tuft of long
erectable feathers. Head on the crown, glossy purple
black, with chesnut bars; on each side is a. tuft of
elongated feathers, and the head is carunculated at the
same time that the neck in front and on the sides is
furnished in the way of a ruff or frill, with an accession
of produced feathers, fincly glossed, which reach their
full length the middle or end of May: these are lost
again after the season of incubation, beginning to fall
even in June. They vary in an endless manner, no
two being found exactly *alike, and some differing most
widely. The bird presents a totally different appearance
with and without the ruff—‘alter at idem.” Its appro-
priate colour is shining purple black, barred with
chesnut, but white, yellow, and rufous shades also
prevail.  The breast above, next to the ruff, chesnut,
the feathers tipped with black; on the lower part it is
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white; back, pale chesnut, the feathers speckled and
tipped with black.

Greater wing coverts, nearly uniform grey brown;
lesser wing coverts, pale chesnut brown, speckled and
tipped with black; primaries, brownish black, the shafts
white; some of the tertiaries are pale chesnut, tipped
and speckled with black. ‘Tail, greyish brown, the
four middle feathers varied with chesnut and black;
upper tail coverts, white; under tail coverts, white.
Legs and toes, pale yellowish brown; eclaws, black. *

T'he female is about one-third less than the male;
length, ten inches and a half; bill, dark brown about
the tip, paler at the base; iris, dusky brown. Head,
crown, and neck, grey brown, the centre of each of
the small feathers darker than the edges, giving a
mottled appearance. The feathers of the neck in front
are black in the centre, with broad greyish white margins.
Chin, greyish white. The breast above and on the
gides, has black centres to the feathers, the edges being
broadly marked with greyish white; on the lower. part
it is white; back, nearly black, with broad grey brown
margins to the feathers. The wings have the first quill
feather the longest; some of the greater wing coverts
are barred across with pale reddish brown; the others
and the lesser wing coverts, nearly black, with wide
edgings to the feathers of greyish brown; primaries,
dull black, their shafts white; secondaries, dusky black,
edged with pale brownish white. Of the tertiaries
some are barred transversely with pale reddish brown,
the others nearly black, with wide grey brown margivs.
Tail, grey brown, barred across with pale reddish brown
and black; upper tail coverts, white; under tail coverts,
white. Legs and toes, pale yellowish brown; claws,

black.
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The young, when covered with down, are spotted.
In their first year's plumage they resemble the female,
“‘hut have a tint of reddish grey about the breast, and
a general dusky colouring over the upper parts, where
the feathers are edged with pale rast-colour; the under
parts are white; the beak is black, and the legs and
feet, oil green.” The ruff is acquired in the second
£eason. 3

The plate is taken from a drawing by the Rev. R.
P. Alington, Rector of Swinhope, Lincolnshire.

Voi, 1v - K



WOODCOCK.

Scolopaz rusticola, Pexxaxt. Moxzacu.

Seolopazr—A Woodeock. Rusticola. Rus—The country.
Colo—To inhabit,

Ix Euorope, the Woodcock retires into the wild dis-
tricts of Norway, Lapland, and Sweden to build, and
also frequents Finland, Russia, and Silesia; in Switzer-
land, Germany, and France, it is less common; in Italy
it is plentiful in winter: it occurs throughout the whole
of the more temperate parts of the continent in greater
or less numbers. In Asia, it appertains to Persia,
India, and Japan. In Africa, to Barbary and other
parts; amxl in Madeira is a perennial resident.

In this country these birds were formerly much more
abundant than they are now, and numbers used to “be
taken in springes, nets, and traps. The destruction of
their eggs in Sweden, where they, as likewise the birds
themsclves, are in much request, may perhaps account
for this, as well as possibly for the circumstance of
their building so much more frequently with us than
formerly, as presently adverted to, though their actual
numbers are diminished,

In Orkney and Shetlind they occur on their way
north and south.

The Woodeock arrives early in the neighbourhood of
Brighton, at first in flocks of from ten «o thirty, and
afterwards in larger numbers, and are for a short time
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found, as I am informed by Mr. Thomas Thorncroft,
of that place, in patches of furze on the Downs, from
which they are started by the hounds. Tn the “Duke-
ries,” in Nottinghamshire, Captain Turton, of the
Third Dragoon Guards, has written me word that they
are very numerous, and breed there, as they do in
Iréland, and never leave.

The promontory of Flamboreugh ITead, in Yorkshire,
" being the first land that birds make in coming across
from the continent, has long been celebrated for flights
of these birds. In Cambridgeshire they arrive the
end of October, but the Rev. Leonard Jenyns mentions
one killed at Bottisham on the 18th. of that month.
They remain till the middle, or occasionally till the end,
of March, and appear to return by the same route by
which they had come. ‘

It is, however, curious that large numbers of the
first arrivals occur on the western coast of TIreland
and on the Scilly Islands, which arc twenty miles
west of Land’s end. Dr. Stanley tries to acconnt for
this by suppoéing that in the weak condition in which
the birds are at that season of the year, namely, before
their arrival, they are carried on by the impetus of
their flight, urged by the north-east strong gales which
prevail, and which suit their purpose at the time, far-
ther than where they would otherwise settle down. Bat
I cannot agree with this explanation, for inasmuch as
the farther they went, the weaker and more fatigued
they would become, the natural consequence one might
think would be, that they must be carried out into
the Atlantic Ocean more or less far, according as the
storm prevailed, and would net be able, any more
than soomer on their journey, to bring up to the land.
Besides this, they generally come over, as just now said,
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in hazy weather, when the wind is not very high,
though from that quarter; and do not seem much
fatigned on their first arrival: they are to some extent,
but after resting for a single day in any places, thongh
even so unsuitable to their habits,, that are first mect
with, proceed onwards to the south, west, and inland.

Their migration is carried on ususlly, if not invariably,
by night or in misty weather, and high up in the air:-
they travel singly or in pairs, but numbers at the
same time. They have at different times been seen
at sea, far from land, and some have been captured in
the rigging and on the decks of vessels, this, too, off
the west coast. Many more appear in some years than
others.

A few arrive in September, more in October, at
various periods of the month, but the chief part in
November; they begin to remove again by the end of
February.

The first flights consist chiefly of females, and these
continuing but a few days, are succeeded by the later
ones, which are composed principally of males. Upon
their first arrival, they are frequently so much ex-
hausted that individuals have been known to fly against
houses, and alight in streets. “During the summer
months, this species,” says Meyer, “inhabits the northern
countries, where it chiefly breeds, and in winter the *
milder regions of the south. Deviations from this
general rule, however, occur in different parts of the
south of Europe, where the Woodcock has been found
in_many instances to inhabit the highest woods of the
mountains during the summer, and to come down into
the valleys on the approsch of rwinter.”

“It appears that the bird in question is not able to
bear very cold wenther, since it is a rare circumstance
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to meet with one in the depth of our severe winters;
but when the winter is mild, it occurs throughout the
shooting season till the spring. Tts susceptibility of
cold is, doubtless, not the only reason for the Woodcock
forsaking us in severe winters, but its difficulty of
finding food must be great when the water is frozen,
and the ground rendered impervious to its soft bill
when hardened by continued frost. In this is seen
again the wonderful care of Providence, in instilling
that instinet into His creatures which enables them to
pursue the right road towards finding their food under
all gradations of circumstances.”

In crossing the sea in their spring and autumnal
migrations, Woodcocks fly at a great height, but flocks
are seen on the land but a little way over the ground.
Charles St. John, Esq. relates that' the master of a
ship had observed some of these birds, when tired and
exhausted, pitch for a moment or two with outspread
wings, in the wake of the ship, and having rested
themselves for a few moments, pursue their way. As
a corroboration of this, I may state that it is men-
tioned in Jesse’s “Gleanings in Natural History™ that
a geatleman having disturbed a Woodcock on the banks
of the Humber, the bird flew over a sand-bank, and
disappeared. On following it he observed it securely
riding on the waves; and it remained there some time
as if quite accustomed to the sea. On being again dis-
turbed, it rose without effort, and flew away.

They pair in March previous to withdrawing. They
return to the same haunt.

The nest of the Woodcock, whether it be that more
observations have been made, or that more instances
have really occurred, has certainly been found in much
greater numbers of late years than formerly, when such
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a thing was thought to be of very rarc occurrence.

A Woodcock was shot at My, Marsham’s, of Stratton,
in Norfolk, about the 4th. of June, 1847. In Yorkshire
they appear to breed regularly in the woods of Storr’s
Hall, and Farnley, also occasionally near Sheffield, and
in Wharneliffe Wood, near Rotherham, “the place 1
know it well,” also in Brodsworth Wood near Doncaster.

They build every year, not very rarely, on Cannock
Chase, and in the preserves of the Marquis of Angle-
sea, at Beaudesert Park, ncar Rugely, Staffordshire, as
Thomas G. Bonney, Esq., of St. John’s College, Cam-
bridge, informs me; three were found there in  May,
1843. A nest, with four eggs, was found, as I am
written word by Stephen Stone, E:q., on the 15th. of
April, 1853, in Bagley Wood, near Oxford. Another
in Worcestershire; another-in Kent, at Seacock’s Heath, |
nefr Hawkhurst; others near Tonbridge and Goudhurst,

Instances, more or less numerous, have oceurred in
Bedfordshire, in the woods near Chicksand Priory, Ryton
Wood near Coventry, Warwickshire, and Hore Park
Wood, and Baxterley, near Nuneaton, in the same
county; the preserves of Linley Hall, Shropshire, the seat
of R. More, Esq. Scawby, near Brigg, Lincolnshire,
in woods belonging to Sir John Nelthorpe, Bart.; Mid-
dlemarsh, near Sherborme, Dorsetshire, in a cover be-
longing to H. G. Sturt, Esq. Highelere, in Hampshire,
the seat of Lord Carnarvon; in different parts of
Norfolk; in Sussex, near Battle, and at Brede and
Pilstye; in Surrey, near Godalming; in Herefordshire,
at Derndale. In Monmouthshire, near Usk; in Hamp-
shire, in Highden Wood, near Horndean, and the Forest
of Bere; in Buckinghamshire, near Uxbridge; also in
Hertfordshire.  In Nottinghamshire, in a wood at
Shireoaks, near Worksop.
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In Scotland, at Conan, in Rosshire, and at Brahan
Castle, in the same county; also in Aberdeenshire, at
Castle Forbes; and at Dankeld, in Perthshire. A pair
were found with a nest of three young ones, in the
month of April, near Dornoway Castle, the seat of
the Earl of Moray; another on the shore of TLoch
Lomond, near Belloch Castle.

The Woodcock has commenced of late years to breed
in most of the large woods in Sutherlandshire. On
their first arrival they resort to smaller plantations and
copses, and even to open ficlds, as of turnips, and after-
wards to more extensive covers.

The Woodcock is a nocturnal or ecrepuscular bird,
hiding during the day under some evergreen or other
thick bush, and towards night sallying out by some
accustomed track to its feeding-ground. It is of shy
and retired habits, and rarely takes wing by day unless
distarbed. In milder weather it retires to higher grounds
on moors and mountains, but on the approach of frost
sceks the shelter of the lowlands. A pair of these birds
have been kunown to fly at and attack a woman who
approached a spring where she had found their nest con-
taining five young ones. They return to their accustomed
haunts, it would seem, year after year. Bishop Stanley
mentions a Woodcock, after being accidentally captured
in a net, was let loose after a brass ring had been fas-
tened round its leg; this occurred in February. On
finding itself at liberty, it rose to a very great height
in the air, and directed its flight towards the sea, from
which it was distant about twenty miles. In December,
this same bird was shot in the same wood where it
had been taken.

The Woodcock has been obeerved, in more instances
than one, to remoye its young by holding them in its
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feet; and this not only on being disturbed, but at other
times ordinarily, to convey them to the nearest springs
to. feed. Woodeocks are in poor condition on their
first arrival here, but soon become fat, and, as need
hardly be observed, are most excellent eating. In “The
Naturalist,” volume iii. page 19, there isga singular
anecdote related of one of these birds bémg found
on the 9th. of October, 1852, perched on the back of
a stove in an iron warchouse, at Lynn, in Norfolk.
In the year of 1853, Woodcocks were unusually abun-
dant in different parts of the country. In one wood
near Thornaye, Norfolk, one hundred and fifty-three
were shot in three days, ninety, thirty, and thirty-three,

In Ireland, where they have been the most abundant,
the Earl of Claremont formerly shot fifty couple in one
day. The author of “Wild Sports of the West,” men-
tions that from a copse of not more than thirty acres,
he has seen fifty couple flushed; and in Daniels’ “Rural
Sports,” it is recorded that Mr. Yea, of Swansea, killed
a hundred couple in the season of 1796, The Rev.
Gilbert White too, mentions that a gentleman at Scilly,
shot twenty-nine couple in one day.

A Woodcock has been seen, at Newnham, in Glou-
cestershire, to perch on an oak tree. As the name
implies, they frequent woods, but secem to prefer those
in which the trees are of young growth, and especially,
it is satd, such as have a north-east aspect, on acconnt
of their being less exposed to the glare of day.

The flight of the Woodcock las been estimated to
be at the rate of onc hundred and fifty miles an hour.
Several instances have occurred of their dashing them-
selves to death, from its force against the glass of light-
houses. Five were thus killed in Anglesea; one in
Ircland, where it broke a pane of plate glass three-
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cighths of an inch in thickness, and its own breast-bone
and wings as well; others at the Eddystone Light-house,
so well known in story for its destruction by the tre-
mendous storm of 1703. In general, however, the flight
of the Woodeock is not so rapid as might be hence
supposed, but like others of its class it turns and
twists in a cariois manner, A peculiar rustling of the
wings is made in flying, the bill then is held down-
wards: so it is when the bird is standing at rest. If
distarbed it does not fly at any height nor far, but
soon seeks the shelter of some bush or other covert, or
returns round again to the wood it had left. When
rising of its own accord, it mounts high at once, and,
travelling always at night, proceeds the more quickly.
It walks in a heavy and somewhat awkward manner,
and flirts up its tail at times, showing the white tips
of the feathers distinctly.

“In the autumn and spring of the year, when Wood-
cocks migrate, they frequently rove about for a quarter
of an hour at night and morning, pursuing one another
on the wing, snapping at cach other, and tumbling
about, either at dusk, just before dark, or in the morning
until daylight.”

The Rev. William Bree describes the note to me,
having heard it on more than one occasion, in the: spring
of 1854, in the New Forest in Ilampshire, as a kind
of snort; another naturalist describes it as a rumbling
sound. 'The young, if alarmed, emit a very shrill stri-
dulous note: Meyer likens it to ‘tseep,’ and ‘dack,’ the
latter expressive of alarm and fear.

The Wondcock feeds on insects and worms, which
latter it seems to detect by scenting, and secures un-
erringly by boring with the bill, and also by turning

any loose mould or leaves from side to side.
YOI IV, L3 5
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The young are nsually hatched sbout the middle of
April, or even by the end of March; Mr. Blyth saw
two in the year 1836, on the 20th. of April; and on
the 22nd. of April, Mr. Gould had a couple of young
ones, apparcntly then three wecks old.

The nest is built in woods and plantations, among
dry grass, fern, or leaves, of which its structure is
formed. Tt is loosely put together, but is placed in
some warm spot.

The eggs are generally four in number. They require
seventeen days incubation: the hen bird sits very close,
The young run about as soon as hatched.

Two broods are hatched in the year.

Bewick thus well describes the general appearance
of the bird:—The upper parts of the plumage are
so marked, spotted, barred, streaked, and variegated,
that to describe them with accuracy would be difficult
and tedious. The colours, consisting of black, white,
grey, red, brown, rufous, and yellow, are so disposed
in rows, crossed and broken at intervals by lines and
marks of different shapes, that the whole seems to the
eye, at a little distance, blended together and confused,
which makes the bird appear exactly like the withered
stalks and leaves of ferns, sticks, moss, and grasses,
wlhich form the back ground of the scenmery by which
it is sheltered in its moist and solitary retreats.”

Male; the weight varies to an extraordinary degree;
it ordinarily is from eleven to twelve ounces, but a
young bird of the year will in the autumn sometimes be
found only to weigh seven ounces, and one has been
known only five ounces and a half; it was shot the
10th, of December, 1832, at ‘T'rebartha Hall, in Cornwall,
the seat of T\ II. Rodd, Esq. Length, about one foot
one ineh and three-quarters to one foot two inches, or

o
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one foot two and a half; bill, pale reddish brown,
grey at the base, dark brown towards the tip, the tip
itself dusky; it is about three inches long, and furrowed
nearly the whole of its length; the upper mandible
projects beyond and turns over the lower one. From
its base to the eye proceeds a dark brown streak, the
feathers on each side of which are very pale:in colour
—nearly white. Iris, dark brown, large, prominent,
and placed high up and far back in the head; fore-
head, long, greyish brown in colour; sides of the head,
pale brown, spotted triangularly with dark brown; the
crown is flat; the feathers on the back of the neck
and nape are a misture of three shades of brown, and
divided into three nearly equal patches by two bars
of yellowish brown; chin, pale yellowish brown—nearly
white. Throat and breast, pale brown, barred across
with dark brown, both shades lighter in old birds; on
its upper part are two patches of rufous, which differ
in depth of colour in different birds; back, mottled
with three shades of brown.

The wings expand to the width of two feet two
inches; greater and lesser wing coverts, reddish brown,
with open oval rings of dark brown; primaries, blackish
brown, with triangular-shaped spots of pale reddish brown
along the margin of cach web; at the root of the first
quill is a small narrow and pointed feather, found ser-
viceable by painters as ‘a pencil; the first quill feather
is marked with alternate dark and light spots of a
somewhat triangular shape, but they are said to wear
ont with age from the base to the end of the feathers;
the second is the longest; secondaries and tertiaries,
blackish brown, but with the light-coloured marks more
clongated, and reaching across to the ehaft; underneath,
the quill feathers are dark slate grey, the triangular
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marks yellowish grey; greater and lesser under wing
coverts, pale brown barred with dark brown. The tail,
of twelve feathers, is black, indented across with reddish
spots on the edges, and tipped with dark grey; under-
neath, it is nearly black tipped with white; upper tail
coverts, chesnut brown tipped with grey, and barred
across with dark brown; under tail coverts, yellowish
white, with black triangular-shaped central spots. ‘I'he
legs, which are short, and feathered to the knees, are,
as the toes, dark brownish grey; claws, black.

The female exceeds the male in size; weight, ordina-
rily from' thirteen to fifteen ounces; one is recorded in
a-letter from Lady Peyton to Miss IHoste, as commu-
nicated by Lord Braybrooke to Mr. Yarrell, which was
of the -extraordinary weight of twenty-seven ounces;
it was shot at Narborough, in Norfolk, about 1775 or
1776. Some years previously one had been killed at
Hadleigh, in Suffolk, which weighed twenty-four ounces.
‘Another was shot at Audley End, the seat of Lord
Braybrooke, which weighed sixteen ounces. In Pen-
nant’s “Dritish Zoology,” one is mentioned as killed
at Holywell, of the weight of twenty ounces; and in
Daniels’ “Rural Sports,” one of seventeen ounces.
The head on the sides about the streak from the bill
to the eye, is darker than in the male, and the small
triangular-shaped specks are less defined; the back has
less of the pale brown and grey. The first quill
fcatber is without spots on the outer edge; upper tail
coverts, more red and less grey than in the male.

Some specimens are much darker-coloured than others,
and some more rufous; white individuals have been met
with, and cream-coloured ones. The Rev. Gilbert White,
of Selborne, mentions a white Woodcock, only on the
back ‘being a few spots of the natural colour.
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GREAT SNIPE.

SOLITARY SNIPE. DOUBLE SNIPE.

Scolopaz major, PrxyaxT, MoxTAGU.
Gallinago ** STEPHENS.
Seolopax—A Woodcock,"or Snipe. Major—Greater,

Tais Snipe is found in Europe—in Sweden and
Norway, where it breeds in considerable numbers,
Holland, France, Germany, Bohemia, Switzerland, and
Italy, in the Pontine Marshes, near Rome. In Asia,
in Persia, and about the Caucasus.

Pennant was the first to describe this as a British
bird, from a specimen preserved in the celebrated Leverian
Museum. It was killed in Lancashire,

In Norfolk it is not uncommon in the autumn, in
August and September, but is met with only in
small numbers. W. F, W. Bird, Esq. tells me of three
he saw shot there, and of another sent from Yarmouth.
P. E. Hansell, Esq. has reported his having found a
nest with four eggs, in April, 1846, at Belaugh, near
Wroxham, the birds belonging to which appeared to
be of this species; and he also informs me of a male
bird having been killed near Lowestoft, in Suffolk, in
the month of April, 1851. In the county of Nor-
thamberland several instances have occurred; one near
Twizell, the seat of Prideaux John Selby, Esq., in
1822, In Durbam, five or six on Sedgemoor. ‘T'wo
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or three were obtained near Castle Eden, in the winter
of 1853; and the Hon. Awugustus® Barrington, and
his brother Lord Barrington, shot, many years ago,
four Solitary Snipes, two of which were young birds,
scarcely full-fledged.  This was on Fishburn Carr,
between Castle Eden and Darlington.

In Devonshire, one was shot on Shaugh Moor, Septem-
ber 7th., 1850. In Cornwall, it occurred at Gwyllyn Vase,
near Falmouth, in "December, 1848. In Kent, near
Dover, one. In Derbyshire, a few have been observed
near Melbourne, in the auntumn, at different times. In
Sussex, one was shot near Lewes, in October, 1849.

Mr, Chaffey has seen it at Dodington, in Kent, in
September, 1851. The Rev. Charles Alington procured
one in the parish of Marsh Chapel, Lincolnshire, in
the year 1850; and A. Fuller, Esq. mentions one shot
at Tetney, near Grimsby, in September, 1852. In
Oxfordshire, one or two have been found at Botley—
one the end of September, 1851. N. Rowe, Esq., of
Worcester College, Oxford, has written me word of one
which was killed in the winter of 1851, in a sand-pit
on the road to Botley, from Oxford, It has occurred
also in Surrey, near Godalming.

In Ireland it has been met with.

In Orkney, this bird appeared several times in Sanday,
in September, 1851.

They occur with us in the autumn on their way
southwards, young birds principally, but also old ones
which seem to continue to mate together.

The Solitary Snipe is always found singly, when not
in pairs, and never in flocks. It lies close, and rarely
flics far if put up. It frequents the edges of swamps,
and the borders of any small water-courses in meadows
or other places. It is a most excellent bird to eat.
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When engaged with their young both birds are very
heedless of ddnger, and if alarmed from the nest settle
again close by on some little eminence.

They fly in a heavy maoner, and not very swiftly,
with the tail spread, and usually settle again after
proceeding but a short distance straight forwards and at
a low elevation. During the pairing séason the males
soar to a great height, and make a drumming noise in
descending, the effect of a vibration of the wings.
When standing on the ground they generally keep
the bill pointed towards the earth, and with the neck
shortened. They walk in an easy manner, but do not
run fast.

They feed on the caddis, or larvee, of flies, as also
on worms and insects, swallowing therewith a little
sand. The cases of the former, and any other hard
portionseof their food, are reported to be cast up in
pellets. They seek their food in the evening, or by
the light of the “*Vaga Luna,” and bore with their
bills in suitable places in search thereof.

The note is a .monosyllabic “bad, bad,” uttered, it
is said, when one of these birds happens to meet another,
and also, Mr. Selby says, on being disturbed.

The nest is placed on a tuft of grass or hillock in
a marsh near to some standing water, and is lined with
a little dry grass and fragments of other herbage.

The eggs are four in number, of a yellowish olive
brown colour, spotted with two shades of reddish brown.
They require seventeen days incubation, and then the
young are tended for about a month by their parents.

Male; weight, from seven to nine ounces; length, about
one foot, to one foot and half an inch; bill, dusky at
the tip, darker brown towards the middle, pale yellowish
brown at the base; from it a eream yellow streak spotted
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with brown proceeds over the eye; between the bill
and the eyc is a narrow streak of rich chesnut brown.
Forehead and crown, rich dark brown, with a few specks
of reddish brown, along it a narrow pale brown or
cream-coloured stripe; head on the sides, dull cream
white, speckled with dusky; neck, pale brown, the
centre of each feather darker brown; on the back and
the nape, pale yellowish rafous, spotted with black; in
front the neck is yellowish white, with large angular
brown spots. Chin and throat, dull cream-coloured
~white, speckled with dusky; breast above, pale brown,
with semicircular bands of brownish black; on its lower
part, pale brownish white, with the same dark brown
cross markings as above. Back above, rich brownish
black, the feathers margined ‘and “streaked along their
centres with fine buff or straw-colour; on the lower
part, dark brown edged with paler brown. =«

The wings have the first quill -feather the longest;
they measure in expanse one foot and a half; greater
wing coverts, black, tipped with white; lesser wing
coverts, nearly black, the -upper ones tipped with pale
yellowish brown, the lower with white; primaries, dusky
or dull greyish black, the shafts white; secondaries,
dull black, tipped with white; tertiaries, black, barred
with pale brown, and margined with a double line of
black and yellowish white. The tail is of sixteen fea-
thers, the two centre ones black for two-thirds of their
length, the two next, that is, one on each side, nearly
all white, the others rich brownish black from the base,
for three-fourths of their length, followed by a patch of
chesnut succeeded by black, and this again by white
or reddish white at the tip; upper tail coverts, pale
vellowish brown, varied with dark brown. Tegs and
toes, greenish or yellowish brown; claws, black.
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The female is Jarger in size, and darker in colour on
the sides of the head. The breast has less of the dark
semicircular marks; the greater and lesser wing coverts
have the white spots larger and clearer.

The young have the bill shorter, and the white on
the outside tail feathers is only acquired by degrees.
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COMMON = SNIPL.

WITOLE SNIPE, SNITE. HEATHER BLEATER.

Seolopax gallinago, Pexxasr, Moxtaar.
£ gallinaria, GMELIN.
Gallinago media, Sraw.
Ssolopae—A Woodeock, or Snipoe. Gallinago—,....... oy

Tue Snipe, like the trout, is connected with my
earliest recollections. There is no bird which gives you
more the idea of a wild-fowl. You may look at a hun-
dred, one after another, and each will be regarded with
fresh interest, and as if in a new point of view. There
is a “Je ne scai quoi” in its whole appearance which
seems to associate you with itself, in a love for running
brooks and quict scenes.

The Snipe is very extensively distributed. In Europe,
it is found in considerable numbers, in Germany, Hol-

land, France, Spain, Switzerland, Hungary, Illyria, and

Italy, especially in the Pontine marshes, near Rome,
where they get up, literally, it is said, in clounds; also
in Russia, Norway, Sweden, Lapland, and Denmark,
and as far north as the Faroe Islands, Iceland and
CGiceenland,  In Asia, it has been noticed in Siberia and
Asin Minor; and in Afvica, it is said, in Lower Egypt.
The Snipe breeds, and often in considerable numbers,
in many parts of the country; near Penryn, in Cornwall,
in Devonshire on Dartmoor, Dorsctshire, Hampshire,

N A =
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in the New Forest, Cambridgeshire, in Burwell and
Swaffham Fens, and other like parts; and in Norfolk,
in most of the marshy parts of the county.

In Scotland, it occurs in Satherlandshire in plenty,
also in the Orkneys, Hoy, and all the other islands, as
likewise in the Shetland Isles, but less abundantly, and
also in the Hebrides,

In TIreland it is particularly abundant; T hn.ve sgen
them there in numbers frequenting elevated heathy
ground, as well .as the sides of streams. ‘They are
howeyer said to be now somewhat less numerous there
than formerly.

These birds travel at night, and large flights arrive
~anuually on the north-eastern coasts, chiefly in the be-
ginning of November, from Norway and the other
countries of old Seandinayia. In the autumn they
descend from their higher breeding grounds, and spread
over the country, where they are then found in almost
all moist or watery places. They scldom remain long
in one spot, some change cither of the weather or the
wind, or other cause unknown to us, regulating their
movements, which are thus conducted rather capricionsly
as we might be disposed to consider, but doubtless, not
without good reasons of their own.

The Snipe is usually found in wet and marshy situations,
and by the sides of ponds, lakes, rivers, and rivulets,
draing, ditches, and canals, but also at times on heathy
hills, and this too in flacks. They assemble thus in
considerable numbers, though not very closely, not so
much, as it would appear, from a desire of association
among themselves, as from like motives in the choice
of ground; vast numbers as well as smaller flocks thus
collect together, but they preserve no community in
their movements, each Snipe taking its own way, and
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settling again, some nearer, some farther off; single birds,
it may be, returning again one by one, after a time.
They approach the neighbourhood of houses without
fear: T haye put up some this winter during the snow-
" blast we have had, and shot one, standing in my own
garden, which is bordered by a little running stream.

When the still waters are frozon np, they naturally
resort to running streams and warm springs, where the
sources of supply are still left open to them. In winter
they may often be observed on the sea-shore. As many
as nineteen are said to have been killed at a single shot,
if s0 one may say, of a double-barrelled gun. W.F.
W. Bird, Esq. informs me that the Snipe at times ap-
proaches London very closely, and that within the last five
years he has known them killed in Islington, and one
also within the last few years, on the spot where the
New Cattle Market now stands. This bird, when by
itself, generally lies pretty close, but if a number are
together it makes them much more careful, and the
note of alarm given by the first causes all the others
to get up: when the wind is high, they seem to rise
more readily than at other times. It is, as need hardly
be mentioned, in much esteem for the table, and some
are taken in springes, but the most are procured with
the gun.

The flight of the Snipe is very swift, and at first
zigzag, but it becomes more regular, or rather, the move-
ments from side to side are more extended, and after
about sixty or eighty yards continuance, the bird rises
high in the air, as if to descry some other proper place
to alight, to which it accordingly directs its course, and
deseends in a very rapid and abrupt manner, settling
down wvery suddenly, and dropping like a stone. I
have known them, however, when put up; alight again
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not far off—one recently in a neighbouring stubble, and
another under a hedge in a grass ficld. They move
about in a leisurely manner, and keep moving the tail
every now and then.

In the early spring these birds soar to a vast height,
sometimes far out of sight, and observable only by their
note. These flights, which are of lengthened duration,
are made at different times during the day, but mostly
‘towards evening, and are continued while the female is
sitting. Whole Snipes, unlike the smaller species, gen-.
erally fly off, if put up, to some more or less con-
siderable distance. They are very casily brought down
by shot; I have known one killed—some of my old
school-fellows will well remember the fact—at a distance
of seventy-two yards. Alas! poor Veunour! He lies
now in Broomsgrove churchyard, side by side with
Lightfoot, his great and inseparable friend, .the only
two of my companions who died at school. “In their
death they were not divided.” Good reader, pardon
this passing record of their memory. I have never but
once seen the Snipe on the ground; the only occasion
on which I did, was by the side of a little pond close
to the road, between Drifficld and Beverley. (The day
after the above was written, I have seen another by
the brook near Nunburnholme Rectory.) On one only
occasion have I seen this bird perched in a tree, it
is mow a good many years ago, as is proved by my
having been at the time on the outside of a coach—
one of those that ran between Southampton and Exeter.
It was driven at the time by Cox, then, though T fear
not now, Junior; for not only must his father, a most
respectable man—Cox, Senior, by whom I well remember
the gon being first introduced on the ‘Stage’ in a sub-
ordinate- capacity, have long since succumbed to the
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universal flat—his end perhaps accelerated by mortifica-
tion at the triumph of ‘the railrond—but Junior lapses
into a positive as well as a relative term, and soon, though
we must not say too soon, ceases to be appropriate in
either case. I was sitting behind him, for I had not
the reins that morning, and poiated out to him as we
passed a tree by the road, a Snipe perched on one of
the branches which was bare of leaves, it being winter
at the time. If he is still living, for I have not seen
him for some ychrs, he will remember the fact, for
he was much struck with it as well as myself, and
I have since more than once reminded him of it.
Those days are gone for ever—

“The coach of other days is faded,
And all its glories past; :

For steam with envions clond hath shaded
Tts hopes too bright to last.”

Only last week, I happened to meet at York one of
the old mail coachmen between that city and Doncaster,
Holtby, well known in days of yore, and heard him
draw a comparison between the road and the rail, to
the decided depreciation of the latter. I could not but
in some measure agree with him:—“If the coach over-
turns, and -you are thrown into the diteh, and break
your arm or your leg, there you are; but if there
comes a smash on the railway—where are you?”

In running, the Snipe jerks the tail, spreading it
out also sideways.

They feed on worms, small shell-fish, larve, insects,
and vegetable substances, and a few seeds are at times
also swallowed, but perhaps inadvertently, as well as
some sand. 'The first-named are procured by boring with
the long bill in soft ground.
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The note of the Snipe, uttered on the wing, and
when fiest pat up, is an abrupt pipe; Selby expres-
ses it by the word C‘chissick,’ lispingly pronounced.
Another sound, resembling a tremulons bleating or
humming, is also made, but this is supposed to -be
produced by the action of the wings, for the bird at
such times is observed to descend with great swiftness,
and with a thrilling movement of the pinions. A
whirring noise is produced by the bird at times when
on the ground, and this withaut any apparent motion
of the wings, as stated, after personal observation, by
William Richard Fisher, Esq., of Yarmouth, in the
“Zoologist,” page 1501.

Towards the end of March, or beginning of April,
the male bird begins to eall for a mate.

The nest is commonly placed in the middle of a tuft
of grass, rushes, or ‘heather, in a shallow depression in
the sarface; by the side of water, as also among the
heather ‘where watery spots abound, on the hill side,
often at an elevation of from five hundred to a thou-
sand feet above the level of the plain. A few chance
stalks furnish its lining, if any be provided at all,
which is not always the case. )
- The eggs are four in number, and of a very large
size in proportion to that of the bird; their colour is
pale yellowish, or greenish white, blotted at the larger
end with two or three shades of brown. Some are
spotted all over with small spots; some are of a clear
green ground, some light blue, and others olive brown.
Six eggs have several times been found in one nest, as
mentioned by the Rev. G. Low, in his “Fauna Oreca-
densis;” but they doubtless must have been the joint
contribution of two birds. ,

The young leave the nest as soon as hatched, and
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are taken care of by their parents till able to provide
for themselves. They are usually able to fly before the
middle of July, but in some seasous not till the middle
of August. :

Male; weight, about four ounces; length, from ten and
a half or eleven inches and a half, to nearly one foot;
the bill, which is at first tender, baut becomes harder
in fully adult birds, is in the latter of very elegant
appearance, three inches in length, long and slender; the
lower mandible fits at the tip into the upper one, which
gsomewhat projects over it, the latter is rugose on the
surface, at the same part. Tt is of a dark brown
colour, dusky at the point, pale reddish or yellowish
brown at the base. From it a dark brown streak runs
to the eye; over it and over the eye a pale brown or
light ferruginous ome. Iris, dusky or dark brown.
Head on the sides, spotted with dusky grey, and tinged
in winter with ferruginous brown; on the crown, very
dark brown, streaked along the centre with whitish or
light yellowish chesnut brown. Neck on the sides and
in the front, pale brown, spotted in a streak with a
darker shade. Chin and throat, white, or nearly white;
breast on the upper part, pale yellowish or ferruginous
brown, spotted with dusky grey; below, white; on the
gides, greyish white, barred with dusky black, or dark
brown. Back, dark velvet blackish brown, slightly
spotted with pale brown, with a purple or bronze
reflection.  Four conspicuous lines of rich buff, pale
cream-colour in winter; run down its sides, the broad
outside margins of the long scapular feathers, which
are brown along their centres. :

The wings have the first quill the longest. They
expand to about the width of ome foot two inches.
Greater and lesser wing coverts, dusky brown, with

!
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pale brown, or cream-coloured edges and marks on
the tips. Primaries, dull black, the first with its outer
web nearly white; secondaries, dull black tipped with
whitish, the inner one striated and barred with light
ferruginous; tertiaries, black, barred with pale brown.
The tail, of fourteen feathers, is, at the base and for
two-thirds of its length, black with light ferruginous
bars; on the outer portion are oval patches of pale chesnut,
bounded by a dusky brown band; the tips of the
feathers white. Upper tail coverts, barred with alternate
bars of dusky black and pale yellowish brown; under
tail coverts, pale yellowish brown, barred with greyish
black; the shafts of the feathers bend inwards. Tegs
and toes, greyish or brownish green. ‘

The female rather exceeds the male in size; the
plumage of both is similar.

“A young bird about two-thirds grown, with the
beak only an inch long, and with down still adhering
about the head, has the narrow light-coloured margins,
and the rich red brown on the feathers of the upper
surface of the body and wings, as in the old bird in
summer.” In “The Naturalist,” new serics, volume ii,
page 132, one is described as having been shot at
Guestwick, in Norfolk, which was of a delicate buff-
colour, with darker markings on the back and wings,
and the bill and legs of a pink hue, T have also seen
a dull bufi>coloured one, in the possession of the Rev.
J. Mathews, Vicar of Wetwang. In the “Zoologist,”
page 2801, another is mentioned by Mr. Edmund T'homas
Higgins, in which the outer feather on one side was
considerably longer than the sccond, and on the other,
ghorter.

A pied variety of this species was procured near

Richmond, Yorkshire.
VoL, 1V, 2x
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One has been known with its bill, for considerably more
than half its length, turned upwards, like that of the
Avocet. In the “Magazine of Natural History,” volume
iil., page 437, one s described which had the bill yel-
low, with a brown tip, the lines on the head of a dull
buff; the breast above, yellowish brown; below, white;
the’ back, of different shades of brown, yellow, and
light chesnut; the quills and lesser wing coverts, light
dusky brown; the tail feathers barred with brown,
chesnut, white, and yellow; upper tail coverts, brown,
yellow, chesnut, and white intermixed; the legs and
toes, light yellowish brown.

The plate is from a drawing by the Rev. R. P.
Alington, of Swinhope Rectory, Lincolnshire.
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JACK ~SNIPE.

JUDCOCK. HALF SNIPE.

Scolopaz Gallinula, Pexyaxt, MoxTacu.
~Gallinago minor, Brissox.
d mintma, © Ray., WiLrvcuny. SrepmEss,
Scolopaxr—A Woodcock, or Snipe. Gallinwla—,........... g

Werr do I recall, among other recollections beto-
kKening the love of nature which from the very first
seemed part of my mind, the extreme admiration with
which I regarded the singular appearance of this true
game and wild-looking bird when first seen:

“Could those days but come again!"

But no! it is best as it is. “Let by-gones be by-gones:”
let Hope prevail against Memory in the mind of the
Christian Clergyman, and from his own experience may
he the better guide his flock.

This species is-found in Europe—in Russia, Sweden,
Denmark, France, and Italy. In Asia—in Siberia,
Asia Minor, the vicinity of the Caucasus, and in India
in the Dukkun, It is believed to breed in the marshes
of Holstein and Hanover, as also in Zealand.

In this country it is not so numerous as the larger
species,

It is said to breed in Sutherlandshire.

In Orkney it is a regular winter visitant, and is
pretty abundant,
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This bird frequents the moist borders of rivers, streams,
lakes, and ditches.

The Judeock travels by night, and arrives here towards
the middle of September, and departs by the end of
February, or the beginning of March, while some stay
till the first week in April, or even remain till towards
the end of that month. A few individuals have been
met with here in summer. Mr. C. Girdlestone had one
brought to him in June, 1822. This was in Norfolk;
and in the year 1824, in May or June, he himself saw
a pair on Bradwell Common, in that county. Two
years later another was brought to him. On the lst.
of August, 1833, one was shot on Barton 'Fen, where
the person who shot it said that he had once killed
one in summer before. In the “Zoologist,” page 2820,
three are stated to have been seen near Melbourne, in
Derbyshire, by J. J. Briggs, Esq., on the 18th. of
August, 1845.

Lord Garvagh has seen this bird in summer, near
Garvagh, in the county of Londonderry, in Ireland, and
obtained a mnest with four eggs taken on a heathy hill
near there. It was placed near a pool of water, and
almost hid under a tuft of rushes. Mr. Thompson, of
Belfast, has also given what he considered an authenti-
cated instance of the Judcock breeding in Ireland.
Mr. Hewitson has seen it on Prestwick Carr, in
Northumberland, in the breeding time; and the Rev.
G. Low, in Orkney, at the same season.

It lies very close, and is not easily put up without
a dog, indeed, even when set by a dog, it has been
known to allow itself to be taken up by the hand.
At some times, nevertheless, as on the beginning of a
thaw after a frost, it appears more on the alert, getting
up almost as readily as the larger specics. When
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engaged with its nest however, it is especially liable
to be overlooked, allowing itself to be even walked over
without moving. Tt is by no means shy of approaching
houses. T have shot one in a field close to my own
garden. It is a bird of solitary habits, and is mostly
found singly, thongh two may frequent the same locality
more or less nearly. It is equal as a delicacy for the
table to the other species.

Its flight is not very swift, but at the frst rising
of the bird, very unsteady. Tt has a habit of returning
to, or nearly to, the same place from which it arose,
and does not fly far before doing so. The wings are
considerably bent in flying.

It feeds on small worms, larve, and water-insects,
and in search of the former probes with its bill in
the soft mud or sand. It also swallows a little gravel
with its food, and at times seeds, but the latter perhaps
accidentally. v

It makes its nest on some grassy knoll, or among a
tuft of rushes.

The eggs are four in number, and of a yellowish
olive colour, spotted about the larger end with two
shades of brown. :

The apparent difference between this and the larger
species, is, at first sight, very trifling, in all but size,
and the length of the bill. Male; weight, about two
ounces, ‘to two and a quarter; length, a little over eight
inches, to eight and a half; bill, greyish dusky; the
tip darker, the base pale“yellowish red, with a bloom
of grey; it is about two inches long; from it a broad
cream-coloured, or pale brown streak extends over the
eye and down the nape; with a narrow darker one along
the middle line of the hinder part, and as far as the
eye is a space of pale yellowish brown; iris, dusky
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dark brown. Ifead on the sides, greyish or brownish
white, with the tips of the feathers black, giving it
a sort of neutral tint; on the erown, rich dark blackish
brown, the feathers edged with rufous brown, in winter
changed to grey; it is bordered on ecach side with a
yellowish streak, beneath which i a dusky onec; neck
on the back and nape, ferruginous, or greyish brown,
varied with dusky brown. Chin and throat, white, or
greyish, or pale brownish white; breast above, pale
yellowish brown, tinged with grey, and spotted with
dusky; below, white, and on the sides dashed with
greyish black, and tinted with brown; back, rich dark
blackish brown in waves, with olive bronze and purple
reflections, the feathers narrowly tipped with white, and
broadly margined with pale dull yellow; in winter it
becomes more grey. The scapular feathers are long,
and with their outer webs of a rich cream yellow form
two conspicuous bands along each side.

The wings have the first quill the longest. The ax-
illary feathers are white, clouded irregularly with blackish
grey; greater and lesser wing coverts, dusky black, the
feathers narrowly edged with pale brown and white;
primaries, dusky ‘black; secondaries, also dusky black,
but the tips pointed with white; tertiaries, brownish
black, spotted and streaked in waves with rich reddish
brown, and edged with pale greyish white. The tail,
of twelve pointed feathers, is dusky greyish or brownish
black, edged with very pale ferruginous or rufous; it
is of a wedge shape; upper tail coverts, brown, edged
with buff; under tail coverts, white. Legs and toes,
dark greenish or greyish brown; claws, black.

The female is larger than the miale, and her colours
not so bright,

The young birds want the brilliant green and pur-
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ple reflections. Head on the crown, neck on the back
and nape, yellowish ash-colour, with dark spots and
green yellow edges to the feathers; front of the neck
and throat, buff colour, finely marked with black; breast,
white; back, yellowish ash-colour, with-a black mark
on the larger feathers between the light edges and the
central colouring,  Greater and lesser wing coverts,
yellowish ash-colour, with black spots, and greenish
yellow edges; tertiaries, yellowish ash-colour, with black
spots and greenish yellow edges to the inner webs, and
rufous edges to the outer webs; upper tail coverts,
white,
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&.‘t'ﬂopa.r Sabint, Fresiye. Seuny. JENYNS,
Scolopar—A. Woodcock, or Snipe. Sabini—Of Sabine.

Tue late Nicholas Aylworth Vigors, Esq., M. P. for
Carlow, rcceivcd. the originzil specimen of this bird as
a Britich one from the Queen’s County in Ireland,
in August, 1822, and named it in honour of Colonel
Sabine, the then chairman of the Zoological Society.
It was shot near Portarlington, by the Rev. Charles
Doyne, on the 22nd. of Augustin that year. Another
was shot in Ireland the end of November, or beginning
of December, 1827, on a heathy hill near Garvagh,
in the county of Londonderry, the seat of Lord Gar-
vagh, by Captain, afterwards General, Bonhan, then of
the 10th. Hussars, Lord Garvagh has frequently scen
others in the same locality—one on the 12th. of January,
1853, and again afterwards; also in 1854, Mr. ‘Thompson,
in his “Birds of Ireland,” gives ten instances of its
occurrence.

On the 26th. of October, 1824, another, a female,
was killed on the banks of the Medway, near Rochester,
Kent. Inthe year 1836, in the summer, one was shot
by the Hon. Mr. Harris, son of Lord Malmesbuory, near
Heron court, his Lordship’s seat, in Hampshire. Ano-
ther was obtained near Morpeth, in Northumberland.
One appears to have been shot near the River Wharfe,
in Yorkshire, on the 14th. of August, 1820, by T. G.,
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of Clitheroe, as recorded in the “Magazine of Natural
History,” volume viii, page 613; and on the 17th., he
saw another like it, near Denton Park, the seat of
Sir. Henry Ibbetson, Bart., on the bank of the same
river, one, the beauty which I haye before referred
to—0 “River, River!"—“low I love thy silver stream!”
One was shot at Tetney, near Grimsby, Lincolnshire,
as A. Faller, E<q. has been so good as to inform me;
one in Hampshire, recorded in the “Zoologist,” page

1300. TIn Sussex one, shot near Chichester harbour,
in June, 1845.

.Like the Jack Snipe, it appears to have the habit,
not being easily alarmed, of returning again, after being
disturbed, to the place that it had left.

In general appearance, this bird somewhat resembles
the Woodcock. Male; length, a little over nine inches
and three-quarters; bill, dark olivaceous brown, duasky
towards the tip, pale reddish or yellowish brown at
the base. Head, crown, neck on the back, and nape,
dusky reddish, or pale yellowish brown, spotted and
barred with black on each feather; chin, throat, and
breast, pale dusky yellowish or reddish, spotted and
barred with black on cach feather. Back above, dusky
reddish or yellowish brown, spotted and barred with
black on each feather; on the lower part tinged with
grey.

The wings have the first quill feather the longest.
The greater and lesser wing coverts are dusky brown,
partially tinted with pale ferruginous or yellowish brown
on ench feather; primaries, dusky black, the shafts also
black; tertiaries, dusky brown, partially marked across
with pale yellowish brown on each feather; greater and
lesser under wing coverts, brownish black. The tail,

which consists of twelve feathers, is black on the inner
YOI 1¥, 20
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BROWN SNIPE.

RED-BREASTED SNIPE. GREY SNIPE. BROWN LONGBEAK.

Scolopax, grised, Prxyaxt, MoNTAGU.
= Novelboracensts, SABINE.
Macroramphus griseus, Eyrox. GovLp.
Seolopae—A Woodeock, or Snipe. Grisea—..,..sivi- 14

THis Snipe, whose triple names denote its different
appearance in summer, autumn, and winter—red, brown,
and grey, according to the season of the year, belongs
naturally to North America. It is a very abundant
species in the Fur countries, and is found extensively
from the borders of Lake Superior to the Arctic Sea.
In Europe it has been shot in Sweden, and is included
also among the birds of Greenland.

Colonel Montagu was the first to mention the occur-
rence of this bird in Britain. His specimen was
obtained in Devonshire, in the month of October; a
second example, according to Dr. Edward Moore and
Mr. Bellamy, was subsequently procured in the same
county. A third was killed near Carlisle, in the year
1835; a fourth near Yarmouth, Norfolk, on the 12th.
of October, 1836; a fifth also near the same place; a
sixth in the same county in 1840. A seventh at Runton,
and one at Horsey, shot by Mr. Rising, the 9th. of
October, 1845. .
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They migrate northwards the end of April and be-
ginning of May, and return again southwards the end
of July, and beginning of August.

They go in flocks, sometimes of very large extent,
keeping by themselves, and seldom associaling with
other species, as may be judged of from the fact that
as many as eighty-five have been killed at one shot.
They are considered particularly good eating, and
numbers are accordingly obtained for the table. They
frequent sand-bars, mud-lines, and mud-flats by the
sea-side.

On being disturbed, they generally rise high in the
air, and make several circuitous mancuvres before” they
descend, wheeling, coursing, and doubling about, then
shooting high in the air, and then separatingTin various
bodies. '

They feed on marine worms, and small shell-fish.

They utter, says Wilson, a lond howling whistle.

In singularity of appearance, this Snipe, curious as
are our other species, seems to be ‘facile princeps.’
Male; weight, three ounces and a quarter; length, from
ten to eleven inches; bill, dark reddish brown, darker
towards the point, at the base deep greenish grey;
between it and the eye is a dusky streak,.which in
winter is white. Iris, dark reddish brown; above it
runs a white line tinged with reddish brown. Head
on the sides and crown, neck on the back and nape,
pale chesnut brown streaked with black, in winter light
greyish brown varied with darker brown and dusky
black; the sides of the head white; neck on the sides
and in front, reddish chesnut spotted and barred with
black, in winter grey tinged with brown; chin, in win-
ter, white; throat and breast, pale reddish chesnut,
spotted and bavred with black, in winter grey tinged
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with yellowish brown, below white; back on the upper
part, nearly black, the feathers beautifully edged and
streaked with bright yellowish chesnut; in winter the
black colour changes to grey brown, and the grey to
white; below it is white, barred across with black; in
winter it is nearly white.

The wings have the first quill feather the longest;
greater and lesser wing coverts, dusky greyish brown;
in the wimter dusky and white, the former with
paler edges, and slightly tipped with white; primaries,
dusky greyish brown; in winter dusky, the shaft of
the first white; secondarics, dusky brown, in winter
edged and tipped with white: tertiaries, edged and
streaked obliquely with bright yellowish chesnut, in
winter greyish brown, darkest towards the end, margined
with greyish buff white; greater and lesser under wing
coverts, white, prettily marked with angular dusky
streaks, The tail is of twelve feathers crossed alternately
with bars of black and white, those of the former colour
the broadest; .in summer it is tinged with rufous, the
two middle feathers are rather the longest; upper tail
coverts, white, spotted with black, in summer with a
rufous tinge; under tail coverts, white, tinged . with
red and spotted with black; in winter the white is dull
and the black becomes deep brown; they reach nearly
to the end of the tail. Legs and toes, greenish brown,
tinged with grey; claws, black.

During the change from the summer plumage to the
winter the bird naturally passes through many shades
of dark and grey brown, to the grey of the latter season.



CURLEW SANDPIPER.

PIGMY CURLEW..

: 7 -
Trivga subarquala, Freaixg.  Srnay,
Numonins pygmaes, PENNAST.

Seolopar pygmeas, MosTAGE.
Tringa—...0.0ie... 5 Subarguata, - Sxb—Diminutive.

Arguata—Arched.

Iy Enrope, this species spreads from Sardinia and
the southern parts of the continent, to France, Holland,
where it breeds, Norway, Finland, and Sweden, and
thence to the Arctie regions. In Asia, it belongs to
the neighbourhood of the Caspian Sea and Lake Bai-

kal, Persinand the Indian Archipelago; and in Africa,.

extends in its range from Egypt and the northern
shorcs to Senegal, and so on to the Cape. In America,
it reaches from the high northern latitudes and Canada,
to Georgia and Ilorida in the south.

It was formerly considered as a rare visitor to our
sliores, but a few pairs are now believed to breed
oceasionally. One of the first recorded was obtained
near Sandwich, in Kent; another, in Avgust, near
Greenwich, as referred to by Pennant; Mr. Gould shot
a pair near Sandwich, in the last week of May, 1833.
Mr. Heysham, of Carlisle, obtained a  male in full
summer plumage, on Rock Cliff, Salt-marsh, on the
97l of the same month, smd in the autumn of the
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following year a considerable flock was seen there.
Others have been procured in Norfolk, where it is not
uncommon in the winter, ‘These birds have also been
met with in Cornwall, near Falmouth, but not com-
monly; in Devonshire, near Plymouth, in several places;
in Hampshire, and Surrey, near Godalming. In Durham
a pair, male and female, were procured near Hartlepool,
and one near Sunderland, in January, 1814; in Kent,
ncar Deal, on the 16th. of August, 1830. One was
shot by the late F. F. Foljambe, Esq., October 1st., 1812.

In Scotland; Sir William® Jardine, Bart. has found
them in Dumfriesshire and on both sides of the Solway,
and - on the shores of the coast, and the lochs in other
parts.

In Treland, the late William Thompson, Esq., of
Belfast, has described them as not uncommon.

They frequent the low, flat, and sandy parts of the
coast, and at times resort to the open sides of inland
seas, lakes, and ponds.

They migrate by night, and arrive about the end of
July,

These birds go in troops, sometimes of considerable
numbers. They feed during part of the day, and when
the tide comes up too high, retire for a time, but only
to return again as soon as the waters have receded.
They are by no means shy, and if disturbed, soon fly
back to their feeding place. Tt is said that if suddenly
surprised singly, they will lie close to the ground,
but if a flock be together they take better care of
themselves, They sometimes mix “with other birds.

“The flight of the Curlew Tringa is quick, and
performed By rapid motions of the sharp-pointed wings,
while flying at a high elevation; but skimming when
passing low over the water or flats.” They run very
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fast along the sands by the ocean side. How far
better is it to spend a leisure hour in watching the
actions of the sea birds in their natural haunts, and so
gain health, happiness, and reverence, than to waste
time in revelry or mere worldly pleasure, to the lowering
of the tone both of the body and the mind. “The end
of that mirth is heaviness,” says the wise man; but
the medicine that the open air supplies, surely “’tis
the best of any.” In the timely use of it, you may
look, with Gop’s blessing, for the ‘mens sana in corpore
sano.’

These birds feed on shrimps and sandhoppers, small
crustacea, insects, and worms, for which they bore in
the soft sand. In confinement they are said never to
swallow their food without first dipping it in water.

"The call-note is a shrill pipe, and is uttered at times
on the wing. ¢

The eggs are described as yellowish spotted  with
brown.

Male; weight, two ounces; length, seven inches and
a half to eight and a quarter or even nine; the bill, which
is curved downwards, is nearly black, in winter brown-
ish black; the space between it and the eyes is dusky;
over it runs a band of bright rust-colour, which in
winter becomes grey or white; iris, very dark brown;
it is encireled with whitish feathers. Forehead, white,
whitish, or mixed with pale reddish brown, according to
the time of the year; head on the crown, neck on the
back, and nape, bright rust-coloured or chesnnt, with
black spots and marks on the feathers; in winter the
rust-colour fades into grey on the sides of the head,
and on the back it is greyish brown, streaked and
spotted with darker brown, with a slight olivaceous gloss.
Chin, whitish; in winter white; throat and breast above,

| T
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and on the sides, reddish rust-colour or chesnut, the
latter with white edges to the feathers towards winter,
and a dusky marking between the two colours; below
white, with indistinct rust-coloured or chesnut mar](ings,
and arrow-headed black spots and streaks; in winter
the chesnut becomes white, ycllowish white, or grey,
and of this colour is the whole under surface of the
body; back above, nearly black, each feather edged with
reddish chesnut brown; on the lower part, blackish
grey edged with white, gradually paler, and the feathers
edged with white; in winter the rust-colour becomes
brown with a slight tinge of olivaceous bronze.

The wings, which whea closed, reach a little beyond
the tail, have the first quill feather the longest, the ax-
illary plume white; greater wing coverts, dusky grey,
the edges paler, the shafis black; in wianter the lesser
coverts are grey, the centre of the feather rather darker
than the rest; lesser wing coverts, nearly black, each
feather broadly edged with reddish chesnut or rust-
colour; in winter the latter becomes white from yellow-
ish. white in autumn; primaries and secondaries, dusky
black with white shafts, the latter in winter become
edged with white; tertiaries, nearly black, each feather
l’l’*mdly edged with reddish cliesnut or rast-colour, which
in_winter changes to white from yellowish white in
autumn, The tail, of twelve feathers, is brownish grey
with white tips and shafts to the feathers, those towards
the outside paler and clouded, underneath it is greyish
white; it is wedge-shaped; upper tail coverts, white, with
a few squure dusky spots; in winter with or without
dusky markings or bars; under tail coverts, reddish white,
barred and spotted with black spots of an arrow-headed
form. The legs, which are rather long, and the toes,
greenish black; in winter, greenish brown; claws, black.

VOl 1v, 2 p
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While assuming the winter garb, the rust-colour is of
eourse more or less intermingled with the blackish brown.

The young have the eye-streak white; forehead, white;
crown, blackish brown, bordered with greyish white;
neck in {front, ‘white; on the back, greyish. white,
with streaks of a deeper tint; throat and breast above,
yellowish grey, below white; back, light brown, with
a glossy reflection, the feathers margined with white
“and reddish white, with greyish ash-coloured feathers
more or less intermixed. Tail, grey, margined with
white; upper and under tail coverts, white.
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KNOT.

WED SANDPIPER. ASH=COLOURED S;\N'DPII‘HR.

Tringa Canutus, MoxmaGr.
“  Irlandica, PLENNANT,
“ . einerca, : TrayINCE,
Calidris Canutus, FrLeMING.
Tringa—... ....coens ? Canutus—Canute,

Tue Kunot, according to Camden, derives its specific
Latin name from “Iing Canutus,” with whom it
is reported to have been a favourite dish; "1 do not
Lowever, find any refercnce to the matter in the ballad
under the above title in Percy’s “Reliques of Ancient
British Poetry,” in which, in school days, T used to
“read, and read, and read again” of “Sir Andrew
Barton, Kuight,” “The Nut-browne Mail,” “The
Gaberlunzie Man,” *“Chevy Chase,” “The Heir of
Linne,” “Fair Rosamond,” “IT'he Sturdy Rock,” “Brave
Lord Willoughby,” “The Winning of Cales,” “The
Wandering Jew,” “The Spanish Lady’s Love,” “Admi-
ral Hosier’s Ghost,” “The Beggar’s Daughter of Bed-
nal Green,” “Robin Hoed dnd Guy of Gisborne,”
“Adam  Bell, Clym o’ the Clough, and William of
Cloudesley,” “The Child- of Elle,” “King Cophetua
and the Beggar Maid,” “My Mind to me a Kingdome
is,” “King Lear and his three Duaughters,” “The Dra-
gon of Wantley,” “Gentle River, Gentle River,” etc..
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ete., etc,; it was then a very scarce book, Lut a new
edition of it has since been published, and some of
the poems are very beautiful.

The Kuot advanmces north to the Arctic regions, and
there rears its young. M. Nilsson says that it inhabits
in Europe, the northerly parts of Sweden and Nor-
ways in summer, and the same appears to be the case
in Finlaud; also in Holland, France, and Germany.
It oceurs likewise in America, even to the Polar regions,
and in Asia; and rears its young within the Arctic
circle. It is enunierated by Captain Sabine, among the
birds inhabiting Greenland and Spitzbergen. Sir William
Jardine says that he has a specimen from New Holland,
that appears in every way identical.

Dr. Fleming mentions one killed in the Isle of San-
day, one of the Orkneys, on the 15th. of June, 1808.
Vast flocks arrive on our eastern shores in the autumn.
In Lincolnshire it used to be extremely abundant.

In Ireland it is a regular autumnal visitant; also in
Scotland, among other places, between Aberdeen and
Peterhead.

This species generally arrives in Orkney in September.
One was killed by Mr, Strang, August 20th., 1811;
geveral were shot by the same gentleman on August
Q6th., 1843; September Tth., 1837, and in October,
1831. They often appear in large flocks.

On the 4ih. of February; 1851, 1 shot one of these
birds, when in company with my friend the Rev. R.
P, Alingtor, on the Lincolushire side of the Humber.
Tt was one of a flock, very wild, and one of the
longest shots I evér made; neither of us will soon
forget the walk we tock that day. A specimen, of
which W. Brooks Gates, Esq. has written me word,
was shot at Pattishall, in “Northamptonshire, the first
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week in February, 1855; in Surrey, one near Godalming,
in December, 18{’)4. In Cornwall, it is not uncommon
near Falmouth, at Gwyllyn Vase and Swanpool.

These birds frequent the low mouths of rivers, the
sides of bays, and other flat parts of the coast.

They are of migratory habits, departing in April and
May, to arrive again early in the autumn, in August,
from the north.

On their first arrival in the autumn, they are ex-
tremely tame, and are easily procured; afterwards,
however, they learn to be more wary, and in the end
become extremely wild: during high water, they retire
to any neighbouring dry land. They have been ob-
served to swim with great ease. They are valued
for the table, and as they occur with us in considerable
numbers, are sold pretty extensively in the markets.
They used to be taken, Bewick says, in nets, into
which they were inveigled by wooden figures of birds
painted in their own resemblance. Pennant says that
as many as fourteen dozen have been taken at once.
They are kept without much difficulty in confinement.

They fly with much power, and with little apparent
exertion, straight forward, with regular strokes of the
wings, and commonly not high above the surface. On
the ground they also move about nimbly.

They feed on marine insccts and their larve, and
the smaller shell-fish. These they seek for early and
late in the day, and during moonlight nights, reposing,
or moving about but little while the sun is up.

The note is only a ‘twee, twee,’ expressed in a
sharp bigh tone.

A tuft of grass scryes as a depository for the eggs.

They are stated to be four in number, of a light
yellowish brown colour, marked at the larger end with
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grey and reddish spots, forming more or less of a belt,
and less spotted towards the smaller end.

Male; weight, about four eunces and a half; length,
fOands ten inches; bill, dusky black at the tip, fading
into reddish at the base; between it and the eye is a
dusky streak, and a white one over the eye in winter.
Iris, hazel; forehead, reddish brown streaked with dark
brown, in winter white; head on the sides, chesnut
red with a few dark brown spots before and behind
the eye, in winter the former colour becomes white;
on the erown, neck on the back, and nape, reddish
brown, streaked with dark brown or black, and inter-
epersed with specks of white, in winter light brownish
grey, with the shafts of the feathers darker, and so on
the front and sides of the neck. Chin, throat, and
breast, rich reddish chesnut, in winter white, the latter
slightly streaked across with grey, and waved with the
same on the sides. Back, blackish on the ecentre of
the feathers, which are barred and varied with reddish
brown, and margined and tipped with white, in winter
it is greyish ash-colour with the feather shafts darker,
the lower part white.

The wings have the first quill feather the longest;
they extend in their stretch to one foot seven inches;
greater wing coverts, greyish ash-colour, in winter tipped
with white, forming a bar across the wings when ex-
tended ; lesser wing coverts, dusky black with reddish
brown and white margins to the feathers, in winter
greyish ash-colour, and the white tips form a bar across
the wing. Primaries, greyish or brownish black, with
broad white shafts, the inner webs paler; secondaries,
edged ‘with white; tertiaries, long, and deep blackish
brown, irregularly margined with reddish brown and
yellowislt white, in winter white. The feathers of the
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tail are dark ash brown colour, finely edged with yel-
lowish white or white, the outer feathers paler, the
shafts- also yellowish white—it is of a square shape;
upper tail coverts, white tinged with red and edged
with white, and with crescent-shaped bars of deep
brown or black, in winter white barred in the same
way; under tail coverts, white, tinged with red and
spotted with black, in winter white. The legs, which
are short, and feathered very nearly to the knees,
“are, as - the toes, which are divided without any con-
necting membrane, bluish black, in winter blackish grey;
the hind one turns inward.

The female is not so bright in colour.

The young of the first year have the head, crown,
neck on the back, and nape, greyish ash-colour, each
feather with a semicircular band of greyish black, and
outside is another of buff white, which colour appears
to tint the whole, and becomes pure white later on in
the year, the shafts dark. Chin and throat, white
streaked with grey; breast, dull white, tinged with pale
reddish buff; back, greyish ash-colour, each feather with
two bands of a semi-circular shape, the inner one
greyish black, the outer buff white, fading, later in
the season, into pure white. Primaries, secondarics,
and tertiaries, paler than in the adult bird.

A white variety of the Knot was shot near Maldon,
in Essex, the 18th. of February, 1851.
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BARTRAM'S SANDPIPER.
Totanns Bartramia, TeMMINCK.
Totanus—,........... P Bartramii—Of Bart ranm.

Turs Sandpiper ranges from Canada through the
United States of America to Mexico, and is common
throughout the whole region. Occasional wanderers
have arrived in Burope; and one was obtained in
Australia, at Botany Bay, as erroncously so called,
being almost destitute of the remarkable vegetation
which abounds in other neighbouring districts, as erro-
ncously imagined to be the ‘locus penitentia,” the
latter word, I fear, more to be translated in the sense
of penance than penitence, of those who ‘leave their
country for their country’s good.”

In England, one specimen was shot in a stubble
field near Warwick, in October, 1851, and was dis-
criminated as being a new British Bied, by Mr. Hugh
Reid, of Doncaster. The next was shot in Cambridge-
shire, December the 12th., 1854, in a ploughed field
between Cambridge and Newmarket: Frederick Tearle,
Esq., of Trinity Hall, Cambridge, to whom it was sent,
has been so kind as to send me an account of its
occurrence. A third is stated in the “Illustrated London
News,” by a person signing himself N. S. R., to have
been shot by him at Bigswear, on the banks of the
Wye, in Gloucestershire, on the 19th. of January, 1855.

This species appears to frequent inland places, even
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though devoid of water. [t is a bird of graceful form
and appearance.

It flies about, if disturbed, in large circles; and runs
quickly on the ground.

‘The note is a whistling cry.

The bird before us appears, in some respects, a con-
necting link between the Plovers and Sandpipers.
Male; length, about one foot and half an inch; bill,
slender, and slightly curved towards the tip, the upper
mandible deep brown, the lower one light! brown,
dark at the point. Head on the sides and jcrown,
brown, the feathers edged with buff, the latter colour
shewing more on the sides; neck on the back, brownish
buff, minutely spotted with dark brown; chin, white;
throat, buff white, the dark centres of the feathers
forming lines of spots; breast, buff white, with dark
brown arrow-head shaped markings near the tip of each
feather, growing paler below till it ends in white;
back, dark olive brown, each feather edged with buff.

The wings reach in ecxpanse to the width of two
feet, or a trifle over; greater and lesser wing coverts,
dark olive brown, each feather edged with buff; pri-
maries, brownish lead-colour, the broad web towards
the quill white, banded and marked with blackish
brown, the shaft of the first primary only white, the
rest ‘black, the tips minutely edged with buff; tertiaries,
brownish + lead-colour edged with buff, each feather
marked with bands of dark brown, ending in black spots
near the buff border, and with a black patch at the
tip minutely edged with buff. The tail is wedge-
shaped, the shafts of the feathers are black, the webs
grey brown, shading off into a whitish buff border,
with a row of black spots all round; the feathers on
each side bright fawn-colour, the shafts and edges

YOI, v, 2.4
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BUFF-BREASTED SANDPIPER.
Tringa rufescens, SgLsY, JENYNS.
Tringa—.......ioui ? Rufescens—Inclining to red.

M. Viertor was the first to establish the specific
identity of this species. It is common in North and
South Amerieca, which is its true country, occurring im
Canada, and even farther up, and thence in Louisiana,
and near New York and Boston, and in Brazil and other
parts. It has; in Europe, been found in France.

In England, one, the first “Pioneer” on record of
others to ‘this, te them, New England, was shot ecarly
in the month of September, in the year 1826, in the
parish of Melbourne, in Cambridgeshire; the next was
obtained at Sherringham, on the coast of Norfolk, a
few years subsequently; a third at Formby, on the
bank of the River Alt, in Lancashire, and a fourth at
Yarmouth, in Norfolk, in the autumn of 1839 or 1840;
others have at different times been procured along the
coast in the same county—one September 22nd., 1841,
and another on Breydon September 20th., 1843. One
also in Cornwall, on the sea-coast between Penzance
and Marazion, September 8rd., 1846. One, of which
Stephen Stooe, Esq., of Brighthampton, has informed
me, was met with on some low Jland through which
the Isis flows, near Bampton, in Oxfordshire.

In Ircland one was obtained in Dublin Bay.

The localities frequented by this species are the
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banks of rivers or the sea-shore. It does not appear
to be shy of consorting with birds of other kinds.

It feeds on aquatic and other ingcets, grasshoppers,
and small worms.

Male; weight, two ounces and a half; length, about
eight inches; bill, slender and very slightly curved,
and. dull greenish olive black in colour, dusky towards
the point. TIris, hazel; head on the sides, light yellow-
ish red; on the crown, dark brown approaching to
black, each feather edged with very light brown, giving
it a mottled appearance; neck on the sides, light brown
tinged with buff, and spotted with dark centres to the
feathers; on the back and wpape, light brown, with
minute dark spots on the centre of each feather; chin,
throat, and breast above, light brown with a tinge of
buff, and spotted with small spots of dusky on the
centres of the feathers; the breast below is white; back,
very dark or blackish brown, on the centres and edges
of the feathers lighter—greyish yellow.

The wings have the first quill featlier the longest;
the axillary plume is white; greater wing coverts,
dusky greyish brown, with broad buff-coloured edges;
lesser wing coverts, dusky greyish brown with bufl-
coloured edges; a band is thus formed across the
wing. Primaries, greenish black towards the end, the
remainder greyish brown, the inner webs whitish on
the greater part of their length, and beautifully dotted
with black in undulating lines, tipped with white;
underneath they are silvery white on the shafts, and
beautifully mottled with dark specks, the outer half of
the inner webs, which are of a pale brown ground colour,
have the outer wcbs dusky, forming transverse rays
of black; sccondaries, dusky, mottled at their base, the
edges of the inner ones greyish yellow; underneath cle-

B, e
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gantly variegated with bands of black, dusky, and white,
which, when the wings are raised, give the bird an
appearance peculiar to itself; tertiaries, dusky or blackish
brown edged with light brown; greater and lesser under
wing coverts, white, those near the edge of the wing
black in the centre. The tail, wedge-shaped, has the
centre feathers - blackish brown, glossed with green
towards the end, with lighter edges, tips, and shafts,
those on the sides gradually lighter brown, enclosed in
black, and edged and tipped with white; upper tail
coverts, brown with lighter or buff-coloured edges to
the feathers; under tail coverts, white, but pervaded
with a tinge of buff, the shafts of the feathers black.
The legs, bare of feathers for half an inch above the
knee joint, are dull yellowish green; toes, dull yellowish
green; claws, dusky black.
The female is paler in colour.
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BROAD-BILLED SANDPIPER.

Tringa platyrhyncha, " Govin. TEMMINCK,

Pringa—.ii.onl ¢ Plutyrkyneha. Platiis—Broad.
Ritnehos—A beak, or bill,

Evex on the continent this appears to be a rather
rare species, but it has been met with in the north in
Norway and Lapland, as well as southwards in Germany,
Italy, and France, and likewise in Switzerland, accord-
ing to Schinz, a naturalist whose great merits appear
to me‘to be by no means so well known in this country
as they should be. According to M. Temminck it is
also found on several of the islands of the Indian
Archipelago—Borneo, Sumatra, and Timor, for instance.

With"us one was killed in Norfolk upon one of the
flats of Dreydon Broad, near Yarmouth, on the 25th.
of May, 1836; and one near Shoreham, Sussex, in
October, 1845, as recorded in the “7oologlst, page
1394, by W. Borrer, Esq.

In Ireland it has once been obtained near Belfast.

They are wild and shy in their habits, except
towards the nesting time, when their manners entirely
change, and they skulk about in the neighbourhood,
and if they fly at all soon scttle down again. They
keep together in small colonies, and frequent the bor-
ders of emall pools and lakes in the midst of wild
morasses, where they are but seldom able to be detected,
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and these even on very elevated ground, as much as
three thousand feet above the level of the sea. ‘They
mix on the shore with other species.

If disturbed at ordinary times, they soar to a great
height in the air,

The note resembles the syllables ‘too who,” quickly
rcpeatcd

It is late in laying its eggs; they have bccn found
not yet sat upon on the 24th. of June, and the young
still unable to fly the last week in the following month.
The nest is.placed in a hummock of grass.

The eggs are, in general, of a deep chocolate colour,
sometimes spotted and mottled with a darker shade of
the same. They are four in number,

Male; length, not quite six dmches and a half; the
bill, which is ‘par excellence,’ and that no doubt literally,
for, as in all such cases, it is sure to be adapted and
best adapted to the peculiar individuality and idiosyn-
crasy of the bird, its separate and appropriate charac-
teristic, is datk brown towards the point, and inclining
to reddish brown at the base; from it a dark
brown streak goes back to the eye, and over it and
extending over the eye a white one with a brown
- central longitudinal line. Iris, brown; head on the
crown, brownish black slightly varied with greyish
white, and tinged with ferruginous; neck on the sides
and in front, greyish white varied with black spots,
and tinged with buff red; chin, nearly white, with
minute white specks; throat and breast on the upper
part, greyish white with black spots, and tinged with
buff red; below white. Back on the lower part, black
with broad buff white or rufous margins to the
feathers.

The wings have the first quill feather the longest;
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LITTLE STINT.

LITTLE SANDPIPER. BROWN SANDPIPER. MINUTE

DUNLIN. LEAST SNIFPE.

Tringa pusilla, PexyantT. MoxTaGu.
Pelidna minwta, STEPHENS.
Dringa—,........... ? Puvilla—Small—little.

Tiis bird was first described as British by Pennant,
from a specimen killed in Cambridgeshire. They are
now frequently noticed on the southern and eastern
coasts in flocks of thirty, forty, or fifty—in Devonshire,
Sussex, Suffolk, Norfolk, and also on those of Yorkshire
and Durham. They have likewise been observed on the
Lancashire shore, and on the banks of the Solway Firth.
Two were obtained at Scilly the first week in September,
1851, - It is uncommon in Cornwall, met with at Pen-
nance, Gwyllyn Vase, and Swanpool, near Falmouth.

Tn Scotland one is recorded by Mr, T. Edward, of
Banff, in “The Naturalist” for February, 1855, to have
been obtained at Fraserburgh, on the 26th. of Septem-
Ler, 1854. _

In Treland they occur annually near Belfast, as re-
corded by the late Williim ‘Thompson, Esq., of that
place, also near Dublin, but unusually.

In Orkney one was killed by William Strang, Esq.,
in October, 1837, and another was seen by him in 1848,

In Europe they are found in Sweden, Germany,

NOL, 1V, 2a
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Holland, Dalmatia, Italy, and France; also in Africa,
both !'xo'rlh and south; and in Asia—in Persia, India,
and the neighbourhood of the Cauncasian mountains.
‘I'he Siint most frequently is found along the shores
of the sea, but also on the banks of rivers and lakes.

It is of migratory habits, going northwards in the
spring, and south in the autumn.

They .appear not to be shy of approach, and go in
small flocks, mixing at times with other species of shore
birds.

Meyer says that they sleep in the early part of the
day, and if come near to, run a little distance. very
quickly, and then take wing. They are kept in con-
finement without difficulty.

“The flight of this species is quick, but rather
unsteady, and with arched wings.”

Tt feeds on the smaller water insects, mollusks, and
WOrms.

The note seems to resemble the syllables ‘deer, deer,
according to one account; but according to another is
like its own name, thence perhaps derived, ‘stint, stint.

Male; weight, twelve pennyweights, troy; length,
nearly six inches; bill, black, very slender, and bent
a litle downwards; from its base to the eye and be-
hind it is a dusky brown streak in autumn and winter;
iris, dark brown; above and below it is a buff-coloured
streak, greyish white in autumn. Forehead and sides
of the head, buff, the latter spotted with dusky brown,
in autumn grey, in winter white; head on the crown,
neck on the back and sides, and nape, ferruginous,
with specks of black; theee in autumn and the neck
on the sides are pale rufous grey streaked with darker,
and with a dusky band across the bottom of the neck
in front; in winter still paler; chin and throat, white
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spotted with brown, and the feathers margined with
yellowish brown, in autumn grey, in winter white, as
it is below at all times; breast above, pale ruofous,
below white. The back has the feathers dusky black
in the centre, with broad ferruginous margins, fading
to buff in the autumn, and in the winter to grey.

The wings have the first feather the longest; the
axillary plume white; they expand to rather more than
eleven inches. Greater and lesser wing coverts, black
on the centres of the feathers, broadly edged with fer-
ruginous, changing to buff in the autumn, and in
winter to white; primaries, deep brown or black, in
autummn  dusky with white shafts, and very slightly
tipped with white; secondaries, also nearly black tipped
with white, and edged in autumn; the tertiaries, deep
brown or black in the centre, with wide ferruginous
margins, fading into buff in the autumu, and in winter
grey brown with lighter-coloured margins. The tail,
of twelve feathers, dounble forked, (reminding one of
the boast of the American that in his country they
have, among other superiorities, ‘“forkeder lightning™
than we happen to enjoy as British,) that is, the two
middle ones and the outer one on each side being
longer than the others, is ash grey brown, the central
feathers being much darker and glossy, with reddish
white edges, in autumn grey margined with buff’ white,
in winter narrowly edged with white, the three outside
feathers pure white; upper tail coverts, dusky black
with broad ferruginous marging, in autumn dark brown
cdged with dull reddish brown; under tail coverts,
white. The légs, which are slender, and the toes,
blackish grey; the outer one very slightly connected
at the base by a membrane to the middle one; claws,
dull black.






v.--, .
R
R

-
-—
-y
.
.
-~
.

S
e X
'

&

T8
.
»
.
‘e ’-
s
-
.
-~
+
2 TR o
\ & 1
! ,b-.,’“‘
- Bt
-
i
;
v
33
-l.
feg
"
.
s



3



509

TEMMINCK’S STINT.

TEMMINCK'S SANDPIPER. TEMMINCK'S DUNLIN.

LITTLE SANDPIPER.

Tringa Temmipokii, SELnY.
* pusille, Freuiya.
“  puecilla, MoxTAGU.
Tringa—,........... P Tomminekii—Of Tenmminck.

Tiis is the smallest of our British Sandpipers. It
has been named after M. Temminck, the celebrated
naturalist, who was the first to distinguish it from the
other.

It is said to have its young in the north of Europe,
and is seen during its passages, in Italy, Switzerland,
France, Germany, and Holland. It also visits North
Africa; and in Asia it belongs to Siberia, the northern
provinces of Asiatic Russia, India, Himalaya, and
the Dukkun, Timor, and other islands of the Indian
Archipelago.

Specimens have been obtained in Cornwall, at Swan-
pool and FEast Looe; Devonshire; Middlesex, near
Kingsbury; Cambridgeshire, on Foulmire moor; Nor-
folk; Yorkshire; Cumberland, at Rockcliff Salt marsh;
and Essex,

William Richard Fisher, Esq., of Yarmouth, has
written me word that he possesses two specimens of
this bird killed at Great Yarmouth, the one in the
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month of May, and the other he belicves in September ;
and that he knew of four, in all, shot in September
and October, 1843; other two, a male and female, were °
shot in the same county in May, 1830: it scems to
occur there not very rarely. In Cornwall it appears
to be by no means uncommon in the salt marshes about
Penzance and Marazion—a flock of at least a dozen
was seen the middle of Angust, 1853, In Sauffolk two
were met with on the banks of the Nene, near Wisbeach,
September 3rd., 1851. In Sussex one at Newhaven,
on the fifth of the same month, and two were killed
near Chichester in 1826. In Kent, one near Deal, the
5th. of September, 1850.

It performs a spring and autumnal migration, the
former to, and the latter from, the north; and these
respectively about the latter end of May, or even the
beginning of June, it is asserted, and the middle of
August. It moves at such seasons by night.

These Sandpipers frequent the borders of lakes, ponds,
marshes, and rivers, at a distance inland, but are also
sometimes ‘to be found on the sandy edges ol crecks
of the sea, and along its shores. They are not of a
shy nature, but when in company with birds that are,
partake of their more nervous manners. They assemble
together in smaller or larger flocks, and join also with
other species.

Its flight is particularly rapid, and all its motions are
quick and lively. It runs about in a horizontal position
with the bill pointed downwards.

The prey it feeds on is composed of flics, gnats,
beetles, and other insects and their larye, mollusca, and
worms. It also swallows some sand, and also vegetable
substances, but perhaps unwillingly.

The note is only a ‘tirrr, tirrr.
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Male; weight, six drachms; length, from five inches
and a quarter; or five and a half, to five and three-
quarters; bill, dull black at the tip, and browner wt
the base; from it to the ‘eye is a dusky streak, and
over it another indistinct streak, which ifn winter is
white. TIris, dark brown; forehead, grey reddish brown,
with small black streaks and spots in winter. Head on
the crown, neck on the back, and nape, pale ferrugi-
nous brown, broadly streaked on each feather angularly
with dark brown, in winter ash grey varied with dark
brown; neck on the sides, grey reddish brown, with
very small longitudinal black etreaks and spots; chin,
white; throat and breast above, pale brown, spotted
with dasky brown and tinged with buff; below, white;
the back feathers are black with rufous marging; in
winter it is nearly uniform dusky greyish brown tinted
with olive, with narrow lighter-coloured edges.

The wings have the first quill feather the longest,
but the second almost of the same length; the axillary
plume white; the wings underneath are ash grey.
Greater wing coverts, nearly uniform grey, or dusky
olive brown, with narrow lighter-coloured margins in
winter, and white tips, forming a bar across the wing;
lesser wing coverts, dusky with paler edges; primaries,
deep dusky brown tinged with olive green, the shafts
white, that of the first whiter than those of the others;
secondaries, dusky tipped with white; tertiaries, dusky
brown. The tail, wedge-shaped, the two central feathers
being the longest, and also the darkest in colour
and pointed, ncarly black, with, in summer, reddish
brown, and in winter grey, edges; the next one on
cach side grey brown, the next grey, and the three
outer ones white tinged with light ash grey on the
outer web: the outermost feather on each side the
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shortest.  Upper tail coverts, dusky brown, those next
the tail almost black; under tail coverts, white. Legs
aml toes, olivaceous greenish brown or grey.

The young of the year have the bill not so black
as in the mature bird; iris, dark brown; over the eye
a.streak of white with specks of ash grey. Forehead,
white; head, crown, neck on the back, and nape, ash-
colonred  grey, the feathers ending in dull black, and
tipped very narrowly with cream-coloured white; chin,
throat, and breast, dull whité; back, brown, each fea-
ther ended with dark brown and white. Greater and
lesser wing coverts, grey brown, each feather ended
with a semicircle of dusky black, tipped very narrowly
with cream-coloured white; primaries, dusky black edged
with white; secondaries, dusky black tipped with white;
tertiaries, grey brown with dark shafts and white tips.
The tuil has the two middle feathers grey brown
edged with white, the outer ones white; under tail
coverts, dull white, Legs, paler than in the adult
bird. .

In the d interim’ stages of plumage, those, T mean,
assumed  between the garb put on in winter and that
in summer, alternately, therc are, as may readily be
supposed, a great variety of partial changes.
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SCHINZ'S SANDPIPER.

-

Triaga Sckinzii, Brosararte, BEyros. Gouvup.
v \ TEMMINCK.
Tringa—.......ci... ? Seckinz1i—Orl Schinz,

THis species has been named after M. Schinz, the
very cmiinent naturalist of Switzerland.

It is a native of America, and spreads over the
whole of the northern continent, which appears to be
its stronghold, throughout the United States, Massa-
chusetts, Kentucky, Maine, and New Jersey, from
Florida to Labrador. Meyer says, that in Europe it
occurs  not uncommonly in Denmark, Holstein, and
Schleswig, and along the borders of the North Sea
and the Baltic.

A specimen, shot near Stoke Heath, Shropshire, was
in the collection of Sir Rowland Hill, Bart,, as made
known to the public by the late Thomas Eyton, Esq.,
of Eyton.

These birds, according to Charles Lucien Buonaparte,
the Prince of Canino, frequent the borders of lakes,
marshy places, ereeks, sand-bars, and brackish waters.

In the carlier part of the season they are by no
means shy, but they become o afterwards, whether
in flocks by themselves, or associated with other allied
species.

Audubon says, “They fly at a considerable height

VOL, 1y, ! 2
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with rapidity, deviating alternately to either side, and
plunge toward the ground.”

They feed on small beetles, and other insects and
their larve, and worms picked up at the water’s edge.

The note is a mere ‘weet,’ or ‘tree, tree,’ expressed
in a shrill and unmelodious manner.

The nest is placed by lakes or marshes, on some
grassy knoll.

The eggs are four in number, yellowish grey, or
pale olive green, spotted with olive or chesnut brown
markings.

Male; length, six inches and a half to seven and
a little over, according to different measurements; bill,
nearly black; iris, brown; over it is a white streak,
less pure in winter; forehead in summer, white; bead
on the sides, greyish white speckled on the centres of
the feathers with dusky black; on the crown in sum-,
mer, with the feathers marked on their centres with
black, and on the edges with rufous, and in winter as are
the neck on the back and the nape, grey brown streaked
with dusky; neck on the sides, greyish white, speckled
with dusky black, the dark marks being along the
shafts. Chin, white; threat in summer, white, in winter
as is the breast on the upper part, greyish white speckled
with dusky, in summer with deep black across it, the
edges of the feathers tinged with grey, on the lower
part white. The back with black on the centres of
the feathers and with rufous edges, in winter grey
brown in place of rufous. :

The wings have the first quill the longest; the ax-
illary plume white. Greater and lesser wing coverts,
black on the centres of the feathers, with rufous edges
in summer, in winter grey brown edged with greyish
white; primaries, brownish grey or dusky black, the
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latter towards the tips, the inner ones more or less
edged and tipped with white, the shafts white; secon-
daries, dusky brown minutely tipped with white, and
edged with the same; tertiaries, long, dusky brown,
margined in summer with rufous, and in winter with
ash grey; the quill feathers underneath are ash-colour
with white shafts.;: The tail has the two middle feathers
longer than the others and pointed, and deep or
blackish brown in colour, the others ash brown; upper
and under tail coverts, white. The legs, which are
without feathers for a considerable space above the
knees, are, as the toes, black, tinged with green; claws,
black.

In the young at first the plumage is a mixture of
grey, black, and rufous, subsequently the bill is nearly
black, the base pale yellowish red; the upper parts
are rufous with black centres to the feathers, and white
tips; the breast, pale brown or dingy white with large
dusky spots.

While passing from. the winter to the summer plu-
mage, and back again from the latter to the former,
what may be called a “neutral tint” prevails, while
now the one and then the other in turn is assuming
the prevalence.
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PECTORAL SANDPIPER.
Tringa peeloraliz, Jexyxs., Exros. Govin.
Tringa—....c....u. £ Pectoralis, Pectus—The breast?

I'uis is an American species, and not uncommon in
different parts of the United States—Maine, Massachu-
setts, and the neighbourhood of Boston; and southwards
in Tobago, and others of the West Indian Islands, and
so on to Brazil '

In Yorkshire one, of which Thomas George Bonney,
Esq., of St. John's College, Cambridge, has written me
word, was shot near Filey, in the East Riding, a small
and quiet sea-side place, which, on account of these
qualities, T would recommend to ornithological students,
in preference to Burlington, or Searborough, though
the “Queen of English watering places;” one also
at the Tees’ mouth, near Redear, on Jghe 30th. of
Angust, 1853, and another in a grass field at Coatham,
near there, on the 17th. of October in the same year;
both are put on record in “The Naturalist,” volume
iii, page R75-6, by T. 8. Rudd, Esq. In Norfolk, one,
a female, was shot on Breydon Broad, near Yarmouth,
on the 30th. of September, 1853. In Cornwall it has
been met with about Gwyliyn Vase, near Falmouth;
also one on the shore of Annet, one of the Isles of
Scilly, on the 27th. of May, 1840, by D. W, Mitchell,
Esq., of Penzance.
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They go uorth to build in the spring, and return in
the autumn.

They are fond of moist and marshy places and the
banks of rivers, “low down in a grassy vale,” and
near the sea. They mingle with other species, and
collect in flocks. :

The flight of this Sandpiper is “firm, rapid, and well
sustained. It skims rather low over the surface of the
water or the land, and at times shoots high up into
the air, propelling itself with double rapidity and in
perfect silence. It runs with great agility, and probes
the sand or wet earth, immersing its bill up to the
base.”

They feed on emall crustacea, beetles, and other
insects and larve, with which they swallow a few eeeds;
and they also subsist on some species of sea-weed, and
absorb small fragments of stone. For the former-named,
they bore with the bill in the sand.

The mote is a low plaintive whistle.

Male; length, eight inches to eight inches and three-
quarters, or a little over that; bill, dark dusky brown
towards the tip, orange brown about the base; from
it a dusky line extends to the eye, and over it a
white streak. Iris, darkj brown; head on the sides,
greyish white tinged with brown, and streaked with
dusky black along the shaft of each feather; on the
crown, dusky brown, the feathers with dark central
streaks and rufous tips; neek on the sides, greyish
white with a tinge of brown, and each feather streaked
along the shaft with dusky black; on the back and
the nape, dark brown with lighter-coloured margins to
the feathers; chin, white; throat and breast above,
greyish white, the latter tinged with pale brown and
yellowish, with a dusky black streak along the shaft
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line of each feather; below white. Back, dark blackish
brown, with lighter-coloured margins to the feathers, in
summer fcrruginous or ochreous, in winter pale.

The wings expand to the width of one foot three
inches and a half; the first quill feather is the longest.
Greater and lesser wing coverts, dark brown, with
Lighter-coloured edges to the feathers; primaries, dusky
black, the shaft of the first white; secondarics, dusky
black, each with a narrow edge of white; tertiaries,
dark brown, with lighter-colonred margins, in summer
ferruginous.  The tail, much graduated, has the two .
middle feathers, which arc the longest, black with pale
brownish white margins, and in summer broadly edged
with ferruginous, the others grey brown or brownish
black, tipped and edged with yellowish white or yel-
lowish brown, according to the season; upper tail coverts,
black, glossed with purple, the feathers edged and
tipped with ochreous, which becomes pale in winter;
under tail coverts, white. Tegs and toes, yellowish
olive green brown; claws, dusky black. .
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DUNLIN.

PURRE. DUNLIN SANDPITER. SEA SNIPE. PLOVER'S
PAGRE. STINT. LEAST SNIPE: SEA LARK.

Tringa variavilis, SpLey. JEN¥ss:

£ alpina, Pexxast. MoNTAGU.

43 cinelus, Pexxast, Moxtaau.
Treinga—... 0. ) Tariabilis—Variable.

Tuk Dunlin, or Purre, the former the name that used
to be given to the bird in its summer, and the latter in
its winter plumage, as if two species, has had its specific
name assigned to it as indicative of the great difference
between its appearance in the one and in the other
season; but I do not sec but that the other Sandpipers
have an equal claim to the title on the like account.

It is very abundant in the Arctic regions of America,
and the islands of the Polar sea, and thence through
the United States to Floi'ida, Carolina, Cayenne, Mex-
ico, and Domingo, and others of the West Indian
Islands; as also in Europe from the Ferroe Isles, Tce-
land, Greenland, Lapland, and Norway, and so on, to
the southern countries of the continent. It likewise
Liclongs to Asia, being common in Asia Minor and the
region, about the Caudasus, as also in the islands of
the Indian Ocean—Japan, Sunda, and Timor. So. too,
from the north coast of Africa, even, it is said, to the

Cape.
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The Parre is one of the commonest of our Sand-
pipers, being found throughout England, Scotland, and
Wales,

In Ireland, it is also plentiful,” as likewise in the
Shetland Islands, and the Orkneys.

I saw one of these birds shot by a lad, at the Naf-
ferton beck, ten miles from the sea, about a hundred
yards from my own gate, in the severe winter of
1853-4, on the 4th. of January. In December, 1844,
a pair were shot on ‘the bank of the Trent, near
Melbourne, Derbyshire. In Surrey it is said to have

occurred near Godalming.
This species advances to the north in the spring, and

retreats southwards in the autumn, travelling, it is re-
lated, “early in the morning or late at night, when
they fly close to the ground along the seéa-shore, or
high in the air across the water, flying in a straight
line at a quick pace. It is worthy of observation that
the old and young birds are hardly ever known to
migrate in mixed groups, but always keep each to
themselves.”

About the middle of April, or nearer to its end, or
in the beginning of May, they betake themselves to
the moors to nest, attaching themselves to the same
grounds as the Plovers and the Snipes, and towards
the end of August again return to the sca-side, though
found at times a)so by the margins of lakes and rivers.
They approach dwelling-houses without fear, if such
happen to adjoin the places that are congenial to their
habits. They frequent the coast, and especially those
parts which are sandy and humid, or where mud
prevails,

“In Scotland and in its islands”’ says Selby, “this
bird may be considered as indigenous, and great numbers
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are known to breed not only upon the sea-coast, but
in the marshes of the interior. A few also remain in
Northumberland, which may be called the southern
limit of the permanent residence of the species. 1Tt is
not to be supposed, however, that the muliitudes that
people our northern shores are the offspring of such
only as breed in this latitude; they are principally
composed of migrants from countries farther northward,
to which the great body retices during summer.” T
may, however, here observe that many pass the sum-
mer, at all events, so far south as Yorkshire; their nests
have been found on Stockton Common, near York,
and they have also been known to build on ‘Thorne
Moor, near Doncaster, and on the high moors near
IHalifux; one was shot at Brodsworth, near Donecaster,
in the spring of 1844. In Cambridgeshire, the Rev.
Leonard Jenyns records that they were seen mow and
then in summer time, in the fens, and that in the
beginning of Jaly, 1824, they were particularly abundant
in that district.

They assemble in large flocks, thousands being some-
times to be secen at once, before they disperse for the
winter ‘into smaller companies; and very pleasant it is
to watch them as they sweep out over the sea, and
then round in again not far above the surface, displaying
in their winter plamage, a light and dark appearance
alternately: in thus coursing along they all move in a
simultancous manner, as if under the guidance of
some leader,

The Danlin is very careful of her nest and its con-
tents, and in more than one instance has .been known
to suffer herself to be taken in the hand sooner than
forsake it, More commonly, if it be approached, the

male, and not unfrequently the female ulso, will- fly
Vor, 1v. 2 ¢
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towards any intruder, and alighting near him, use every
endeavour, as by pretending lameness and disability,
to cheat him of a knowledge of its situation; but an
opposite result to that iutended is sometimes hazarded.
The Danlin is not a shy bird, and is easily reconciled
to confinement. It is good to cat in the autumn, on
its first retarn to the sea.

They ron along the sands in a sprightly manner,
and very fast on occasion, in @ horizontal position of
body, the head being carried in the same way, and
retracted with the neck, continually flirting up the
tail. They skim over the surface of the sea with
- great rapidity in a semicircular course.

They feed on small beetles, gnats, sand-flics, and
other aquatic insects and their larve, worms, crustacea,
and mollusks, for which they probe with the bill; and
“in quest of these run nimbly along the sands® by the
edge of the sea, coursing, now here, now there, and
then flying off to some short distance for a fresh search.
They frequently wade in a little way, or rather,
are often overtaken by the light foam of the spent
wave, which their instinct tells them will in @ moment
be withdrawn, in obedience to the Divine command
imposed on every elentent, and which, as it must obey,
need therefore not be feared.. During the full tide
they rest on some rock or other eminence, or remain
gathered together on the beach, awaiting the time wlhen
they shall be able to return agnin to their feeding-
places.

The ordinary note, which is frequently given ntterance
to, is only a weak scream, a ‘kwee, kwee;’ but the
male bird sings his best to the female to amuse her
while sitting on the nest, or sounds a timely alarm if
any danger be thought' to approach. While at rest
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on the ground, the ery is softer than when on the wing.
They frequently give a scream on first taking fight.

The nest is usually located uunder the shelter of some
tuft or small bush in any dry spot, on marshy moors
and heaths, mosses or salt marshes, as well as by the
sea. It is often concealed, intentionally or uuinten-
tionally, with great success, so as to be very difficult
to find, Sometimes, however, it is fashioned upon the
open grass which grows green and verdant here and
there among the dark heather, “lonely, loncsome, cool,
and green.” A few bits of moss, withered heath, or
grass, form its careless lining, if there be any in it
the same materials being for the most part mercly
rounded into form—a natural cradle.

The ecggs are four in number, of a greenish white,
greenish grey, or dull green colour, blotted and spotted
with a darker and a lighter shade of brown, most so
towards and at the larger end. Some have the ground
a light blue inclining to dull white, others a clear light
green, richly spotted with light brown. They are
deposited in the nest with the smaller ends inwards.

The young leave the nest as soon as hatched, and
hide themselves in the most recondite manner.

Male; weight, very variable, from nine drachms to
eleven, and from that go an ounce and a half; length,
about eight inches, but the size appears variable as
well as the plumage, sometimes being half an inch less,
or even, according to Sir William Jardine, an inch and
a half or two inches. ‘The bill, slightly inclined at the
tip, is black, in winter not so dark; and between it
and the eye is an indistinct brown streak. - Iris, brown,
or dusky; over it a streak of white, Henad on the sides,
streaked with light brown and grey; on the crown, a
mixture of black and ferruginous, or reddish ormnge,
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in winter grey; the centre of each feather a little
darker and the edge a little lighter; the feathers of
the neck and nape, on their centres, streaked with
black, the edges clear reddish brown,in winter greyish
and the edges still more so. Chin, white; throat,
greyish white streaked with black, in winter paler;
breast in summer, greyish white, spotted most on the
upper part and sides with black and dusky, and in the
centre brownish black, each feather narrowly tipped
with white, forming a broken fringe, which extentls
across to the sides; Montagu mentions a specimen in
which the whole of the breast was nearly black—others
have more or less closely approached this appearance;
below black, in winter white. The back above has the
feathers black in the centre, with orange rufous edges,
and on the lower part brownish black, in winter nearly
uniform ash grey, the centre of each feather a little
darker, and the edges a little paler.

The wings have the first quill feather the longest;
they expand to the width of about one foot three
inches; greater and lesser wing coverts, brawn margined
with pale ash grey, the longer ones having white tips,
forming an obligue bar across the wing; primaries,
greyish black with white shafts, in winter ash grey with
darker centres and paler margigs; secondaries, greyish
black cdged with white, the shafts white; tertiaries,
black with rufous edges, which, in winter, turn to grey-
ish white. The tail, which is much euneated, has some
appros‘u:h to being doubly forked, the two middle fea-
thers being the longest and pointed; they are dark
brown with paler edges, the others nearly uniform ssh
grey with white shafts; opper tail coverts, a mixture
of black and grey, or deep brown with tinges of fer-
ruginous, more or less according to the season of the year;
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under tail coverts, white. Legs, toes, and claws, black;
the former in winter not so dark.

The female much resembles the male, but is larger
in size, The breast is not so dark.

The young at first gre covered with greyish brown
down, with a black list over the head and along the
nape and back; the breast greyish white, the legs pale
green: -

In their first year's plumage, they have the bill
brownish black: the head on the sides and neck, a
mixture of pale grey and brown; the throat spotted
with dusky brown; the breast white, also spotted with
dusky brown; back, wing coverts, and tertiaries, a mix=
ture of black, dark brown, pale brown, and buff; under
tail coverts, white. Legs, brownish black.

These birds naturally vary very much in the -inter-
mediate stages of their plumage, between that of summer
and that of winter.

I procured, in May, 1842, a very clegant specimen
of this bird, shot near Bridlington Quay, displaying to
great advantage the two plumages of summer and
winter,

The engraving is after a design by my feiend the
Rev. Richard Pye Alington, Rector of Swinhope,

Lincolnshire.



PURPLE SANDPIPER.

SELNINGER SANDPIFER., BLACK SANDPICER.
3 SEA SANDPIPER.

Tringa wavitima, Prssaxr.
“  Tancolnicnsis, PrxsasT.
"o shigricans, Moxtacr.
v slriala, Frexixe,
Dringa—....i..0 2 Maritima~Maritime—belonging to
the sea.

Tais very distinct species is sufficiently common
thronghout Europe, from the shores of the Mediterra-
nean, Italy, Switzerland, and France, to Holland, Norway,
Tceland, Greenland, Spitzbergen, and the Faroe Islands.
It occurs in the like latitudes in North America.

Many ‘are found on the coasts of England, Scotland,
and Wales, and some visit Ireland. In Orkney they
are very numerous, as also in Shetland.

They breed in Iceland, and other northern lands. A
few remain for the purpose in this country. The nest
has been found in Scotland, and young birds, scarcely
able to fly, were met with by Mr. Selby, on one of
the Fern Islunds, off the const of Northumberland.

In Engixmd, the species ocenrs, or has occurred, in
Durham, Yorkshire, Notfolk, Suffolk, near Ipswich,
Essex, Kent, Sussex, Devonshire, and Dorsetshire.
Alsoin Cornwall, but not commonly, near Gwyllyn Vase,
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one was shot by Mr. Pascoe, November 22nd., 1846; one
at Swanpool, shot by 'I'. Passingham, Esq., 1848; one
by Mr. G. Copeland, at- Pendennis Castle.

I once shot one myself, several years ago, among the
rocks at low-water, off the end of the “Cobb,” the
local name of the pier, Lyme Regis. It was, ‘ni fallor,’
in the autumn. It is very common in winter on the
Dunbar shore, Scotland, as I am informed by Robert
Gray, Esq. Mr. Thomas Edward, of Banff, has obli-
gingly forwarded to me another shot by him near that
town, in May, 1852. This one was in summer plumage,
as was also, I believe, the other previously alluded to.

In Ireland it occurs, but is said to be very local.
Likewise in Orkney.

About the middle of April, or from that period
to the beginning of May, they migrate to the north,
and after rearing their young return again about Sep-
Wember.

Unlike the other Sandpipers, whose natural history
we have hitherto been considering, this one attaches
itself to rocky aud stony shores, such affording the
kind or kinds of fogd more peculiarly sought by it.

These birds assemble in flocks of about thirty or more,
being sociable among themselves, but their difference of
habits natarally prevents any but an unfrequent com-
mingling with other species.  They are not at all shy
in their ways, and may be approached very nearly.

The Purple Sandpiper has frequently been seen to
alight on the water, and to swim with apparent ease,
It runs with readiness and dexterity over and between
the rocks and stones, nimbly avoiding each encroaching
wave, and following it again as it falls back and leaves
behind it an uscoveredl place whereon to seck ‘and to
find food. “When in flocks, these birds fly in a compact
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body, but seldom to any great distance; and when dis-
wurbed, after taking a small circait seaward, often return
to the same exposed rock by the water's edge, from
- which they started.” They sometimes are met [with in
company with ‘Turnstones, owing to the similarity of
the places frequented by the two species.

“«The fight of this bird,” says Meyer, “is very quick

and undulating, frequently performed close to the water,
even when the waves of the sea run high; at other
times it flies in a straight line at a great clevauon,
particularly when in company of many of its species.”
- Minute shell-fish, mollusks, shrimps, sand-hoppers,
gmall crabs, and other crustacea, compose their food,
and these they scck and find by turning over the
marine plants that grow on the rocks,

The note is often repeated, and sounds like the word
“weet,”

The nect.m fitted in some hollow in the ground with®
a little moss or other herbage for a lining. It is buile
on mountains among small pools of water, in the middle
of a clump of grass.

The eggs are four in number. .They are of a pyri-
form shape, of a yecllowish grey colour, with small
irregnlar spots of pale brown, crowded at the obtuse
end and rare at the other. They appear to be laid at
the end of June, or beginning of July.

The plumage of this species is close, soft, and rather
downy; it is said to become thicker in winter. Male;
length, eight inches and a quarter, or a little over;
bill, bright orange yellow, slender, slightly curved, and
tapering towards the point; in winter, the orange fades,
and the tip becomes dusky, and the orange dull red;
irie, dasky; over the eyes is a white streak—the eye-
lids greyish white; forehead, white: Head on the
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crown, reddish brown on the margins of the feathers,
their centres black, reflecting different metallic colours
according to the light in which they are viewed; in
winter uniform leaden grey; chin, white; throat, dull
greyish white, and spotted with dusky streaks; breast
above, dark greyish ash-colour, inclining to pale brown,
with dusky spots spreading out from the shafts, the
side, edges, and tips white in’ many of the feathers;
below, the breast is more white, the spots being smaller
and lengthened out towards the tail; in winter white,
with an occasional streak of grey. The back has the
feathers black in the centre, and reddish brown round
their edges, exhibiting also varied metallic lastres in
different lights; in winter, blackish leaden grey with a
purple reflection.

Greater wing coverts, dusky greyish black deeply
tipped with white, in winter with greyish white, forming
a bar across the wing; lesser wing coverts, dusky black,
less tipped with white, or not at all; primaries, dusky
blick, the shafts white, the outer narrow web of each
feather darker than the broad inner one; secondaries,
tipped with white, some of them almost wholly white,
forming a bar scross the wing when opened; tertiaries,
bluish black edged with reddish brown, and with a variety
of metallic tints according to the light, their tips while;

in winter a leaden grey hue prevails, and the edges

also are greyish white as well as the tips. The tail,
wedge-shaped, has the four middle feathers long and
pointed, brownish or greyish black with rufous yellow
cdges, the others grey brown with dusky cinereous
edges, in all twelve in number; upper tail coverts,
almost black, in winter leaden grey, glossed, like the
back, with purple; under tail coverts, white, spotted
and streaked with deep ash-colour and light brown.

VoL, 1v, 21
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The legs, feathered nearly to the knee, and the toes,
bright orange yellow, in winter yellow—the hind toe
is directed inwards; claws, much arched, short, and
blunt, black in colour,

In the young, the bill at the base is dull yellow;
the head is dull greyish black, the feathers Murgined
with dull yellowish brown; neck on the sides, ash grey
with darker streaks; breast, also ash grey with darker
streaks, and on the sides with large longitudinal streaks
of a darker shade, Under tail coverts, streaked longi-
tadinally with deep ash grey.
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