




























































































































































































70 The Way Birds Live 

seriously hurt they are able to keep up their dances regularly 
and continuously throughout spring and much of the summer. 

Blackcock and Manakin.-Another British bird which has a 
very similar kind of dance is the blackcock, and there are other 
birds, such as the prairie chicken and sharp-tailed grouse of North 
America, which have such tournaments. But amongst dance ex­
perts we can hardly find finer performers than the little birds called 
manakins of Central and South America. When I was living in the 
jungle I went out one day in a dug-out canoe, paddled across a 
creek, and landed on the forest-clad shore. I had not gone far 
when I heard a sharp crack, and soon again-crack, crack ! Was 
it a puma or tapir or perhaps a boa constrictor which had broken 
some twigs as I approached? I was quite puzzled and a trifle 
frightened. But at last I found that the snapping noises were 
made by a little yellow-breasted bird flicking his wing-quills 
together as he jumped from twig to twig. It was a manakin at 
his "court," or dancing-ground. Each bird selects a spot in the 
jungle and cleans away every leaf and twig from the ground, 
tidying up the place very thoroughly; and here, day after day, 
he hops back and forth from branch to branch above his court, 
making his wings crack in mid-air as he does so. A little distance 
away another bird is doing the same thing, and some yards off 
yet another. There may be six or eight manakins' "parlours" 
together in the jungle, each with its little expectant acrobat. And 
what is he waiting for ? You have already guessed-for a mate. 
He sees her approaching long before human eyes can spy her, 
and immediately becomes all excitement, darting across and back 
again with loud snaps. She comes nearer, and at last joins in the 
dance, " setting to partners " with him, until they have had 
enough and they go off together into the jungle. . Young sedge 
warblers have been seen playing a game reseplbling this.• Two sit 
on twigs facing one another while a third looks on, then one springs 
at the other-who dodges-and each alights on the opposite 
number's perch. They face round again to continue their 
exercise and thz place-changing becomes quite rapid, 

Argus Pheasant and Bird of Paradise.-! have only space to 
mention twn other birds which have what we might call parlour 
performances in the jungle. The first is the argus pheasant. 
The cock clears an arena and there calls continuously and very 
















































































