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FREFACE, " o s

-

Tne following work on the subject of Fanoy Pigeons wha commenced in
November, 1878, in serial form, in the pages eb ¥he Bazaar, Exchange
and Marf. During the progress of its publication T have beon bronght
onumunication with many woll-known fanciers in Enrope and
dea, whereby T have ngeled, as T am always endeavouring to do,
o knowledge I ]Jl:]riuua]j‘ possessed on the subject. T have dezeribed,
r cnrliin}: to my promise in the Intreduction, many variotics of pipeons
hicherto unkoown in this country ; while others, which wero only known
to the prezonk generation from the record of  their names in our old
pigeon books, have been recognised in variotigs existing abroad. Enough,
however, has been written to show how old and how widely sproad the
pigeon fancy is, and though it may ebb and flow, like all Lindred
pastimes, it is wndoubtedly gaining ground and extonding throughout
the world, As John Moore, author of tha ™ Colombarium,” and father
of the E'."L:r:l:jr in England says in tho Brefaco of that work : " Thus
we gle how the Knowledgo of these Dird% has boen propagatod and
enconrag’d in most Parts of the World at & very groat Expence; ' and
I may cofelode in his words, “not being inseowible that I shall leave
much Room . for others to mabo great Improvements, if any shell hero-
after think it worth' their while to follow that Track which T have only
pointed out to them. ' c "

JAMES C. LYELL,

eth House, Forfarshire,

Janwun ry, 1881,
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INTRODUCTION. "

Tur pigeon favey is a pastime which Ims its erigin in the love 4;1' ihe
lower forms of animal life common to menin all countrics, Tt can be
traced Back in history for thonsands of years, ns in Avnercon's * Oda
to the Carrier Pigeen,'" and something similar to onr modern pigeon faney
existed in Rome eighteen Lhundred years ago, as I shall aftorwards show,
Tho breeding of cheice pigoons hasa history in our own litorature, and has
not been eonfined, ns is imagined by some, tothe lower dlaszes of socioty, Tor
Willughby, the ornithologist, whowrote over two hiundreed yearsago, speaks
of the cnrri.“zr pigeons ho saw in the king’s aviary in St Jumes's Park .

whila"in the present day, Her Mujesty Cuecn Vietorin.has boon pleaged

4o furnish ber aviaries with fancy pigeons fetim the lofts of well-krown
broeders.  Widely distribmbed ne is the love for these birds in Great
Britain an® Ireland, it is probably exeeeded in other connkrics, especially
in Tmdia, where they have long been earclully tended.  Akbar, the Mognl
Emperor ot Dielhi, sither wrote, or had written for him, n book on the
subject of pigeons and their yoricties ; and to this day the native ralara
of Indi:!; keep Inrge eollections of thess birds. T have scon the pigeairics
of the W?n!’ Oude, whe is probably the ownor of the greatest nnmbar
of choies pigeons in the world, his stock rumbering mang thonsands,
When carried ont in ita highest degree, the breeding of rare domestio
pigeons may bo regarded 03 & bpunch of the fine arts, as it has for iks
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Gobjert the production of lying pietures, beantiful in form and rich in
: ol . ;
colonr, It is an ark requitingemuch thowglt aul study, wud is excelled

in ouly by snoh ts hows served w®ong apprenticeship o it. As fln
engnring pastime for their leisure hours, before sl after the sterner
bginess of gife, many fnd relazation, both for body and mind in keoping
.1:|.|.]u-.~.nlil;.; theso birds, which, from their voery nnlure, are universal *
favourites =

When skill and experience aro I-rm:-,;?LL to beag on pigeon bresding, na
on any @ther kindged amnsement, stich as dog or cage bird breeding, it
can generally be made to pay, af IL-;m, tho gipenses couneeted with it,
and therefore many sre not deterved [rom engagug in what would gtherwise
be beyond their reach. sDuring the last twenty-five yonrs tho show syatem
has developed greatly, aud many who have o love for pigeons, but who bave
not the skill or paflence necessary to produee them for thomsalves, are
willing to give large snms for choice specimens, cither to pratily theirtnste
or to win prizes with. The breeder has a great plensure in produsing,
and the purchasor in owning, Mel good birds, and each party holps the
other. The show system has not injured our cheicest variefies, in iy
opinion, for eompetition has jnereased the number of breedars cmlﬂmﬂu-'b'l}'.
aud given them an ontlet both for their show, and surplus stock, s was
quite unkoown before.

In the following chapters on the subjeet of fancy pigeons. concerning
their history, liternture, management, and varetics, T hope to give an
aceonnt of some kinds not kuewn, or but little known, in this country,
and to treat the whole subject in as locid o manner ad poesilile iur tho

benefit of young pigeon fanciers.
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.-"Ll.."[‘ll:LlF-:.'E!. 1-r|:-'l.1:11|];.-. of not much accomnt to nﬂimy who deolight in
keaping them, the question of how the many varietios of domestis
pigeons now oxisting in the world originated * is deserving of soma
atfontion on my part, befora commencing o detailed deseription of the
varions kinds. "

;\.':Ltur‘l‘ﬂiit.-r]t»nk for the originnl stock of oM tame pigeons in gomo wild
pigeon, and for a leng time tho stock dove Wt regarded as this orizinal,
This idea is now exploded, as the stock dove is not o bird capable of
domestication. The only wild pigeon now believed capable of boing the
criginator of our demestic pigeons i2 the blue rock pigagn, sub-varieties of

I' which sre found in Europe, Asin, and Africa.  The British blae rock in-

habits the rgeks and caves on onr Aol consts, and eortainly the differencg
h thwH‘P this bird and a common blue flying tumbler is very little, Their
colour is identical, their size almost so, Tha 11-:;:1.1] nnd beak of the tnmbiler

are somewhat different from those of the roak pigeon, and tho piniona of

the latier are longer and tronger, a3 must necessarvily bo the caze from
'J its mode ui: life. Tnthe Weat of Seotland, whoro they keop and ahow
E common pigeons, the wild blue rock domesticated is the bird so called.
o At the Kilmarnoek show o dozen pona of these aro generally to be seen,

in blues, blue chequers, and somotimes whito or Albino Apecimons,

Some fangiers, who never in the course of their lives observed the Teast
variationfn the firms of their faney pizeons, ars of opinion that the more
distinct kinds, ench ns pouters, earriers, jacobins, and fant®ils, wern LT P
rite creations, and owe their origin to birds having, probably in & modifiad
form, the peenliarities of those brlaids, They bave oven offored silver cups,
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L Fancy Pigeons.

wr othor rewards, for the production of o new form of [aney pigeon other"
than a mere feather varioty, in the belief that snch conld not be produced.
Dut the life of n fansier, %ho may have kept pigeens for even sixty ¥ears,
i but a little while comjared to the time they have been kept in thoe
wosld a5 demestie birds ; for we Jmow they have been entefully bred
for mearly dwo thau:—'in-] years, Noother domestic animal I know of has
bragehed oui into such o varety of forms and eolours, from which I
infer they have been long and extepsively chogished by their admirers.
Every ]en-di::F feagere of the bird B to bave been alrendy played
npon, so that one might almoet be noable to mggest any other varintion
than what slready exists. And yet, even ladely, n quite now waristy of
pigeon appeared, as I Bhall aftervhrds show.

I think the best afgument in favour of some commgn ancestor for the
whole of our fancy pigeons is the fact that they all breed freely
together, and that the} are only kept np to their Dest forms by the
guidipg handa of experienced pigeon fanciers. They constantly throw
back. to some remote ancestor, stock that are unfit to go on with. The
worst of these, it bred together, while they will no dounbt throw young
in somo eases better than dhemselves, produce also others gtill further
removed from the desived type, and so the breed scon gets almost non-

recornizable,

Supposing the more distined varioties of pigeons to have been separato
ereations, then they must certainly have been so distributed in tho world
as ot to come into contuot with each other, or they wounld in a short
time have got intormingled. And, sgain, if net from  common n.t.u:-r:l{, thon
man must have, from time to time, eaptured the whole original stocks,
or they must have died u:::t. for T have never yet hoard of anyihing
approacking a fancy pigeon being found in = state of nature. In fnet,
if abl# to cxist in o state of natore and protect themselves Er.-':rm birds of -
proy, fancy pigeons musthave been so modified in their fancy plints,
such ns crops and fan shaped toils, asto be bot little romoved from I
what wo call common pigeons.

AMimals in domestication, and alzo in a wild siate, agp suhjoct to
varintions. In the latter state such veriations are likel® goon to
dizappear, bu® in domestication the guiding hand of man fizes them on
mecount of their originality. Dy pairing suy eurious specimen ofya broed
with one of the common ivpe, tho ydung may nol prove UNCOMION;
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btk they, paired with their uncommon parent, are then apt to mpru.:lw;,u
tho desived poenliarity. *In this way, I lelieve, every fancy pigeon, !ln.m-
ofer now far romoved from the Wae rock, hgs been prodoced ; and,
judging from the following anslogous ease, it docs not seem to tako yory
long for nature, guided by the reason of man, to pru:l.m,-.-.thu groajeat
differentes in form.

It is well Emown that the canary bird was Hest :'ntrmm:ml inko
Eunrope about three hundred _'!.'("!ra ago. The difference botwoen "the
Eelgian or Lancashive coppy in fdtm, and the leard or cimnamon in
» foather, and the wild eangry, as FHI yearly imported into this country,
iz ns gregt asthe ﬂi.ﬂ't'[‘L':lbi between the poater in form and colour aud the

o blue rock pigeon. - .
| Snfh resnlis, in a comparatively short time, frem canary breeding,
. have led mo to :11ﬁ-]-u.<c- that were bind fanciers to porsovers with gold-
-;J finches, linnets, and sisking, all of which have baon bred in confinoment,
we should nltimately soe similar varistions in their forms. Variety of
calonr constantly oconrs among them in aewild state, and such Inu.s'bwm

& noticed by nnturalista for 200 years. =

Besides the bloe rock pigeon inhabiting pur conats, othors, differing
from it slightly, are known toexist in Asiannd Afrien. All or puy of thoso
that may bave been domesticated may have beon progenitors of fancy
pigeons, Oneof them, the Colwiba Lenconala, inhabiting the Himalayas,
has been lately brought to this country, and was fiknred in the Field
newspaper. Tt is marked on the head and tafl Kkea non, and, in addition,
' the wings Ja-c marked something like o awallow pigeon. Dut whothor op
notit %5 o troe rock pigeon, capable of domestication and able to produce
young with a commen bloe reck or tame Pigeon, themeelves in turn
fertile, is what I cannot say, not having heard of any auch cxporimont
L that may Imve been made boving turned out auccossfully. This sphject,
however, if one more for natoralists than pipecn fanciera, who have
genorally their hands foll with the work of keoping up, and possibly

- improving, the interesting forme of pigeon life hagded down to them

from of old. <

Tha q&w'oi‘ o new iype of form T have referred to occorred ahout
twenty-five yearas mgo, and is recorded in the pages. gl the Poultry
l‘,hr{.-nlfifz' Tho bird in_question was a sport from common baldpata
tumblers, and a reference to the illostration which will be found in
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.tlm Chronicle, will ghow where its peenliarity lay,  From the erawn®
of its hend rose o crest of feathers something 1fke what cmbellishes tha
head of the great erowned pigeon of *he Fastern Archipolage. The al-
connt of the bird ns given at the timo by its owner, Mr. W. Woodhouse,
wag as follogra: ** This corions pigeos is alive, puid in oy possession.
Tt i o pure T}rc'-'! baldpate, of which it has the propertios—viz., elean eut,
pearl-oyed, « 1(-1:.1 thighed, and ten a an:‘ﬂ Tt is the only one in the world,
uml‘m & eook bird, Several competont _'I'.I.I]-',."L"ﬁ have seon it, and consider
it & freak of natore: but whatever il is, itis a '-:ﬂnﬂﬂr. Several of my
friends wish me to breed from it tn.;:c-i‘f:u.-:-rn. byt of this T am doubtiul.”” «
A fow weeks after tho above was published, Mr. Bront, the wigl-known
atnthority on pigeons, gerote s [pllows in the Powliry Chromicle: A
month or two back Mr. Jomes Pever, & neizhbonr of mine, and a toldrable
jundge of pigeons, informed mo he had seon something Zurious in thet line
ai Sevenonks, He descwbed it as acommon chequered dovehonzoe pigeon,
with some rather long feathers growing from the hoad. Seeing Mr,
T aodhoise's deseription of hie crested baldpate, T showed him the ent,
pnd he assured me thot, sg far as he could see, the pigeon in r[ucntlun
was crested just the same. We have both made enquiries I‘Ebpﬂchug
the bird, but have not snceeeded in discovering whenes it eame, or whore
it is pone. Mr. Woodhonse's pigeon is certainly o curigaify."’

Tt will thus be seen that teice within o short timo the said peculisrity
wis obsorved in seflarate broeds of pigeons. Unfortuuately, Mr. Wood-
house's baldpato does not seem to have produced young like 1mlt' or wo
ehould pow be in possession of » variety quite distinet from anything

¢ that has come under my notice either here or abrond. Teo such fports,
coming uncalled for and wmexpectedly, must, I think, be referred all the
strange types of pigeons now existing on the globe. The whiskered owl,
whose Jrill is so much developed that it divides at the top and runs
almost round the neck in some birds, seems also o recent introductions—at
loast T ecan find no notice of this type in any old book on the subject
of fancy pigeons ; but this can searcely be ealled a new variety ; it is vather
an exfruordinary development of an old one,

Of late yenrs we bave reccived from abroad many kinds of pigeons of
the highest e:cellm-_-o, showing such breeding thal what we bad before of
the samo types { seemed but half bred beside them. Still, no juite now
or distinet forms have reached us, Entlrﬂ'.l]' differcnt from what we knew of,
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thongh many distioet varicties of colour have appeared. Should any typos "a
L]
of pigecns still wuknown %o ws be in exmtonce, they will likely be found
il Central Asin, the interior of Chimi, or tho interior of Notthorn Afric.
- If anyone with pigeon ou the brain, time, money, snd daring, would
- - ¥ - . - v L]
penetrate to Timbnotoo, he might there fnd sommothing worth bringing
home with him. o
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THE LITERATURE OF FANCY PIGEONS.

-
-

Froy many passages in the Old and New Testamefta wo learn that
pigeons were domesticated among the Jews, bt thera is moihing in
tho Bibla to prove conclusively that choice faney pigeons, such ns we
know tho Romans delighted ineswore kept in Palestine.

Among the Homans, Cclgme]lu, the writer on agrienlture, and Pliny,
the snthor of the *f Nataral History of the World,"" in thirfi-seven
books, spenk very ﬂn-:'idnﬂ.l} regarding fancy pigeoms, An edition of
Pliny's work, translated by Dr. Hollpnd into English, was published in
1601, and, thongh o scarce book, can still be got. The Rav. E. 8, Dixon,
in hiz * Dovecote %nd Aviary™ (1851), says that Columella was scan-
dalised at the inveteracy and extravagance of the Pigeon Fancy nmongst "'"‘
his coutemporaries ; and that Pliny records that before Pompey's civil

 war, L. Axins, o Romnan knight, nsed to sell a single pair of pigedhs for
four bundred denarii, equa®to nearly £13 of our money.

Thers are also passages from theso writers showing that pigeons were

used s messengers, and many passages from medizval weiters hove
been recently collected, proving the same uso of them. Tvernien, in
his *Six Voyagoes into Persia and the East Indies,'" 1677, alludes to
carrying pigeons, and Mr. T, C. Buruell has recently pointed ont that o
like gjlusion may be found in ** An Exet and Curious Survoy of the Eaat
Indiee,”” London, 1615 ; but as for any desoriptions of faney pigeons, I
know nothing eprlier than what the Hev. E, 8. Dixon quotes from Aldro.
vandus, whose works on natural history were published in thirleon folio

* volumes, in Latin, in 1637-G7. 5




The Litgrature. 0

The first English writer I know of, who alludes in any partienlar WaY
to faney pigeons, is Franels Willuglibys whoso * Ornithology,” edited
by Jols Ray, was published in I®ndon, firstein Latin, in 1676, and
afterwards in English, 1078, in folio. I hoave had both editions, which,
a3 regards pigeon mantters, are similar ; bot the lntbgr has sqme
additional plates of bird-gatching and chapters on song .]:irﬂi. Two of
the seventy eight plates of birds aro of domesti® pigeons, and very
ernda they ave—*"'A crgpper le"n, -I'L eatrier, & jacobing, o brond-tailed
shaker,”" &e.; all scom but half Lred, and could scgreely represent the

sbirds deacribed in the toxtesuch as * wp saw in the King's Aviary in St.
James's Park, emnd at My Cope’s, an cmbroiderer, in Jowin-streat,
London." “Willughby, in English, iz worth abont«is,

The earliest known English book on faney pigeons, written by an
experienced pi}:cou..fnﬂciur, is ** Colombarinm, or *the Pigeon House,
being an Introduction to a Natoral History of Tame Pigeons,
by John Moore. London: printed for J. Willord, Lehind the D!;E]Mr
Houso in 8t Panl’s Churehyard, 1725."" *This book is so scarce that it
is something for o pigeon fancier to any he hag seen it. T should suppose
that uni‘y o very limited number of copies Jvere printed, probably for
distribntion among the anthor's friends. Mr. Moors was an apotheenry
“at the Pestle and Mortar in Lawronce Poonlney's-lane, the first great
gateson theleft hand from Cannon-street, who formerly lived ot the Pastla
and Mortar in Abehurch-lane.” He was the 1Jrnpr'mtnr.n.nﬂ inventor of a
vermifuge, anid Pope alludes to the same in somo vorses he eddressed to
him, whick may be found in his works, These verses of Popo's wora fvak
broughl to the notice of the present generation of pigean fanciera by the
Beoy. Alex. Headley, Hector of Hardenhuizh®Wilts, wall known under
the Agm de plusde of ** The Wiltshire Reetor™ of the Jowraal of Horfi-
culfire, in®thst papor, on October 9th, 1866, The * Columbarimm®* iz
menmoned it Lowndes' * Bibliographer's Manual,”’ as published at Sa.,
or porhaps as worth that price when he published his monnal, but I have
soen the molice of it in the Gentleman’s Hagazing for Fobruary, 1735,
among the lately published Looks, ** price one shilfing.”' Moore oulydived
o short {ime after this, his death being mentioned in the Genlleman's
Muogazine of 1737, page 252, as follows:—*" April 1. Mre. John
Moore, of Abchurch-lane, the noted worm doetor,  Ha will now shortly
verify Mr. Pope's witty obzervalipns, viz.:
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00 fearned friond of Abchinrch.
- Who setl’sl our entrails froe
Vit 15 the s t I--‘-nnlf-r ¥
H:u.c\u worimi ilingl eat o'on thee,'™ ]

The * Colnmbarium'' is o thin cctave of sisty pages, There are
fouy copins 'i it in thoe British Musonm, snd one in the pessession of M.
Esquilznt, ut Brixton, the well-known pigeon judge, which T have soen. I
ku-.u.w of no others : Lut Mr. Eaton, whose works on pgeons will ba
afterwards mentioned, had onc whiohi®ia .'11'1]_!]!0;1.15 to havo beon burok
ot otherwise ||.|:-u1_'nﬂu,|:| 1 know :.-:;'mn funciers who fried to obéain it
after his desth, but it conld not by fonnd, Ab pago 101 of his treatiso -
of 1858 FEaton graphieally du.—.l:ri'hou. the disgovery of this rag pigoon
book., He had spont gany a spgre hour, ns I have doue, in trying to
obtain it, and ho at last succcoded.  *° The boy went down o tremendous
long shop to his emloyer, who wont and Inid his hand upon o book. I
gaw the boy coming with a book in his hand, T thought it was something
abont pigeons, never thought it was Moore's work, To my astonizh-
ment and delight it was the identical work 1 waosin search of. Having
it in my hands, T thonght my eyes wonld huve darted out of the sockets
of my bead when [ bebeld the book. T thought, *1' 11 be blessed if ever
this book leaves my possession, whatever the price”’

The ** Colombarium’ was reprinted by Eaton in hia * Trontise on
Pigeons,” 1852 and 1858, but these are now scarco themselves, It hos
also been reprintéll in America, and lately in England (ot the Field
office). The latter is a verbafin el literatisn copy of the ur:-'-m-u.l editinn
of 1735, and contains o briof notice of the anthor by W. B. '].L‘r'ut.mn!Dr
F.Z.8. An original copy would, no donbt, realise a fancy prico from o
pigeon enthusinst. -

The next book on pigeous published in this country was A Troatiso
on Dogestie Pigeons, inscribed to John Muyor, Esq., Lendun, printed
for and sold by C. Barry, in Ingram.conrt, Fenchureh-skreat, 1765."" d'hia
work: an ootavo of 160 pages, has been ealled, by mistako, chiefly o
rﬂprint of Moore without acknowledgment. Tha author, who wns an ex-

riegeed pigeon fancier, says in - his preface : * In regard to the model
nf this treatise, wo do not offer it to the public as an entire new work,
but have procgeded on the plan of Mr. Moore, have eorrected somo
errora, and made mony additions. And ns Mr. Moore's cazay |s yory
deficient for want of cuts to convey o justides of the different sp-m-l'-f'ﬁ.
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The Litepature. Il
in order to supply that defoct, wo huve procured engravings from the =
best hands, ot o vory great oxpense, fn omlor to illustratoe this work, all
whiah are done from the life, and very masterly exscentod, under the inspoe-
tion of the anthor and other fanciers,” It is illustrated with thirteen full
Tage steel or eopper engravings of plrcons, nnd o frontispiece geprosonting
the loft, matching pen, hopper, water fonntain, &o. . '_

There are two editions of this work, oue being ®"on larger and better
paper than the other, and !::L\'ing‘thu plates of the almond and bieek
mottled tomblers different. In it tho almond lns Lw words “ Simpaon
sculpt.”" on it, and tho mokilod Maygr delint, ot senlpt." below it, so
that this Yayor was perhans the person to whom the boolk wis irgoribed.
Tho author speaks of * o kind of atandarg, ealeulated for the bater judging
of almond tumblers, lately published by some of the admivera of this
fnney, elegantly unErru.-eﬂ. ou copper plate, nt the fp of which i3 an
almond fumbler, very finely executsd from life, the outlines being inimi-
tably well performed, and by mueh the best 1 ever saw, and at so roason-
able & price ns G4 A copy of this *‘ standard ' iz given in Eaton's
Intest book at page 186. Tt iz outitled * (pdinnuoes, established by
the Colufhbarian Socioty, ot the Globe Tavign, Flest-streat, respecting
the perfoctions and imperfections of Almond or Frmin Tumblers, 176£.*
The engraving of the almond tombler on it hag *¢ Simpson aenlpt ** bolow
the bird, pnd the large paper edition of the trentise of 1765 is; mno
doubt, illustrated from the snma plate, "

The mmt_orig‘[ual part of the ** Trontise on Pigeons *' of 1765, is
the long account of the almond tumbler, o variety no more than men-
tioned by Moore, bnt which had lataly risen to great estimation in
London.  The Mahomet pigeon, which Willu¥hby had described, but
which Moore bhad evidently never #oon, 14 also well dessribed ; but
most of tho®*book is, as the anthor acknowledgos in his proface, ** sn the
plan of Mr. Moore.”’ Tt iz not kuown who the anthor was, but a corra-
epordent has informed me that he had o copy full of maunsoript notes
that e snpposed to ba by the anthor, and that on the title-page, under
** Domestie Pigoons,'" was writton ** by G, T., private, C, B. F."

I havo bad many copies of the commoner odition of this book, but only
ong on large paper.  The valne of it dopends chinflly on itsgeondition and
Bize of paper, as miny copies are vory much oot into, A really good
clean eopy is not dear at o guinen,
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Some mmusing verses on faney pigeons will be found in Vol. G of the
i Now Fonndling Hoszpital for Wit p1.1'|.|'|i.u]:|‘:n;'|.l"'|.u 1754,

“The New and Comglote Pigoo® Faneyer, or Modern Trestise ‘on
Deamestie Pigeous, by Daniel Girton, of the county of Ducks, price only
1s. 6d.,"" fglowed tho 1705 book, probably as it got out of print, snd to
supply o E:,»Tl; want. This has wo date. It passed throngh many editions,
DF.“'hi.l.‘il. I have sofs five, all difforing somewhat in the title poges.
What I take to be tho carliest, is tbit 111:1.1]151.13:1 by Alex. Hogg, at the
King's Arms, Nogl0, l"'.x.t&r!l.ﬂﬁtnl'::u‘-'r. The publishers of the later
editions are Alex, Hogg and Co., H. Hogg, npd J. Bailey. Cin the bocks
of the title page of the fArst edition is an glvertisement of fha *"New
and Complete Bird Foaeyer, or Bgrd Fancyoer's Hecreation and Delight,"”

by Mr. Wm. Thompson, who afterwvards, in the last editions of Girton,

supplants him as fhe avthor of the “ Comploto Ptgmn Fancier.' 1k
ig, them, “ By Mr. Willism Thompson, assisted by Mr. Daniel Girton,
of the County of Buneks!' The name Girton i3 suppozed to bo o now
de plume token from Moore's ta(olumbarium, "’ where, speaking of turbits,
the anthor says, [ have goen a flight of them kopt by one Girton, that
wonld mount almest high ag tumblers." .

“ {rirton, alics Thompson,' i o doodecimo, and from the typo of the
varions editions, some being modern and others old, I fancy the publi-
cations extended from nbont 1780 to 1820, Some of the later editions are
cortailed in the dhbjest motter ; tho carliest is paged up to 140, bui
commenens at page 13, thongh there aro not twalva pages of prefnee and
titla. All have s folding plate, containing the figures of ‘Lvreh-c frnoy

* pigeons, copied in small from the trentize of 1765, The book Sontning

but little original motted being merely a compilation from Moore and
Mayor, by which title it will be easicr to designate the 1765 book, and
is one of o scriea of handbooks published by A. Hogg mnd his suo-
cossors, and uniform with the © Completo Bird Falu::.rur,"' “ Complote
Farmer,'" and others. It can nanally bo purehased for bs., or less, but
unent copics, clean a3 from the pross, such as I bave hnd, are worth
more.  Tho Chinese pigeon mentioned by Girton wonld seem, from the
description, not a domestic pigeon, but & wild dovo. Z

The next pggeon book was an ontirely original one, entitled *“ A New
aud Complete Trestize on the Art of Breeding and Managing tbi:;Almun&
Tambler, by an Old Fancier.'”  Two editions ate gaid to be in existence,




. The Literatnre. 13

dated 1802 and 1804 All T have seon are dated 1802, Tho first issue . ®
was “* printed for the anthor by W. Whilinme, No. 15, Chancery-lane,
London, pries 55, 1802 and the*nnsold copiss woers bonght by Alex.
Hogr end Co., and sent out with a now title pago, ** price 4s., in exten
boardz.” This book iz an octavo of 104 pagzes, with o coloyred frontis-
picce of an almoend tumblor, not, in my opinion, so good o ['l.'!.n_-turn of &
pigeon a3 some of those in the trestizo of 1765, The author was II\.II.'. .
W. P. Windus, a sclicitge in [.a::h:;u, who was afterwards eecretary of
the Columbarian Society. The 1192t1'n,ll: of an almgpd tumbler in his
#00k is roprescoted as cawying its wings over ita tail, but an carlior

g < pietore of En almond will, if T remember rightly, bo found iu sfme of
the shorting mazazines before 1800, in which tho tail i3 enrried over the
wings.

In an impression of the * Almond Tumbler ' of 1802, that bears the
antograph of Thomas Garle, jun., 1808, who, with hia father, was dong
conngeted with the Columbarian Soeiety, T found n vory interosting .
docnment. This docoment was an invitation to dine wish the Colum-
barians, to elect officers for the year, and to audit accounts, and is headed
by the illostration which T have copied, end is signed by Windus, It
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will be obzereed that the almond here exrries hia wings bolow his tail,
and I think it is copied from the ** Sporting 3-1;1::‘:131119,' "above reforrod to,
In the * Gentleman’s Magazing,” &F 1792, at page 1152, is o notice of
the marrisge of Mr, Windns, and in the same volume are some inferssting
11:arﬁt-|t§ar.=;¢n:.;.1rdin;.; another gentleoman of the same noume, possibly his
rolative. | .

GJliter this time there was no original matter on the subjoct of fancy
pigeons published in this country .:51 1851. Jesides the books I have
mentionod, .-'.ewrﬂ with such 1il|:< ns “The Sporting Dictionary,'”
Y Distionary of Conntry Affairs,", " CompleteSportsman, &o., came ond®
from time to tima from the year 1700, givingebut always st sscondhand,
ghort descriptions of daney pigeows, T have seon many of these, but for
anything thoy contwin on the aubject fin hand they gre searoly worth n
place in o pigeon ffncier’s library. One small book on ** Bees, Pigeons,
Eabbits, and Canary Birds,"" by Poter Boswell, was pablished abont
foriy years ago.

In 15851 appearad the ** Dovleote and Avinry,’" by the Rov. E, 8. Dixon,
who had published * Orsamental and Domestic Poaliry ' in 1850.
The * Dovecote and Aginry ™ is a duodocimo, published by John
NMurray; but copies with o differcnt titla page, bearing the name W. 8.
Orr and Co., who secm to have acquired the remninders, areo also to ho
mot with, Mr. Dixon was a echolar of great research, bmt more of o
general naturalisf than particnler pigeon fancier. The illustrations are
gither by an artist who did not nnderstand faney pigeons, of he had the
merest wasters to copy from.  8{ill, the book has n charm of ita own,
and ehould be on the shelves of all literary pigeon fanniacs; An
abridgment of the dovelote part of it, embracing, in addition, faney
rabbits, was published in 1554, under the title of ** Pigeons and Rab-
bits,"s by E. Eebastisn Deluner, o name said to have 'bnen:nmm:nud by
the anthor when residing on the sex eoast. Tt is illustrtod LY Mr,
Harrizon Weir, bt the * portraitures *' nro not what wonld be considerad
up to the mark in these exacting days. This book must have had a groat
saleg for it can yet be scen on slmost any hookstall all over the conntry; but
when snch pazssages as the following are to bo found in if, it eng scarcoly
b called & gogd guide for the learner +—** Thoss tumblers which are self-
coloured or whole-coloured, i.e., all black or all cinnamon eolgared, in
varions shades, or all ercam colour, arwcalled Lites ;*' and, again, onder
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ballpate tumblees, *“The character of the lend much resembles that of
ihe toebit and the jucohing,' .
Thix was my frst ook ou faney pi%oons ; 1 sawit in o booksellor’s win-
dow one day when tendging home from selool, and begon to save up
immedintely for its meqnisition. I soon had it by l'nt':l.rh_ nnd  =uch
pasaages as * Tomblors, saith Willughhby, ave small and of glivegs colonra,
They have strange motions, turning thomselves bickwards over thgir
head, and show like footlgplls in l]:g a.ir," are indelibly imprinted on my
OOy, ad -
& In 1551, John Matthews Flaton, of Tpnden, an enthusinstic fancior of
short-faceg tumblers, publighed o treatize on the Almond tumbler, This
and his othér works are most qosintly written. «All rules of grammar
and composition are_set ot definnce, irrelovant mattor is constantly intro-
duoeed, and aunmlni-:-;, told in the most rambling style, %realways cropping
up; but his latest work, published in 1858, incorporating the previous
onez, is eertainly one of the most interesting books on faney pigecns pror
published. The greater part of the ** Treafse on tho Almond Tumbles **
(1851}, is copied from Windus, and unacknowledged, n mothod of puh-
lication |:3 afterwards departed from, when La seropuleusly gave every
previous writer his due.  He seemed to have been tronbled with excosthes
seribendi, aaying “all the world in a fover about the fortheoming exhibi-
tion, T was desirons of brioging ont gomothing ; after racking my brains
{which I think, generally, is ahont ns clear a8 mud in & wine gluzg), the
idea of the almond tumbler struck me, which T brought out.”” This book
is & thin octave, having for o frontispices a coloured portrait of an
almond fumbler * very musterly executed,”” ns Mayor would hnve said, by
Mr. Dean Wostenholme, the friend of the authbr, o pigeon fancier him-
elf. Tt is by far the best picture of o pigeon poblished up to that time,
and T quosti®n if it bas been oxcelled since, .
I-]nmurage:l by his suceess, Eaton, who had obtained, after much aoeleing,
& eopy of old Moore’s ** Columbarium, "’ bronght aut in 1852, ** A Treatizo
on the Art of Breeding and Managing Tame, Domesticated, snd Faney
Figeona."  Tn it ho roprinted the “Colnmbarinm,” faking it as his text,
and adding thereto bis own notes and what he found original from Mayor
and Girton. This book iz nniforn in sizo with his 1851 fguatize, which
is embodied in it, and has for o frantispicce the same portrait of an
almond tnmbler. At the sume time he published a sot of sz lifo siza
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, Pictures of faney pigoons, from the pencil of his friend Me, Dean Woston-
kolme. Thesa are the poutereand oarrier, allnond, black mottle, hald-
head, and beazd tumblens, They arosto be met with of different colouring,
being ropublished ns the fiest lot wers disposed of, The pouter is o
yollow in sgme, in others o bloe, aud the baldhead i blus in somo and
rod in nt]:.us'-_a_ o The tumblers aro vory fair pioturcs, but the pouter ia endly
deficient in lings; whils the earrier is o grand production, as beantifol ag

& new medal. = 5
As the 1552 tregiiso got aold uut:f.‘..'l.hun concentrated lis offorts in the

production of a lacger work, whigh he publighed in 1858, nnder the titla

of " A Treatise on the Art of Breeding and Magaging Tame, Dogostieated,

Toreign, and Fancy Pigeons.'” Tis contains all of his previons books, and

i3 illnstrated with thirty colonred piomres of pigeons, also by Mr. Wosaten-

holme, the majoritf of which are not up to the wartk for our day. The
papers on continontal fanoy pigoons hat had sppesred fn the Poultry

C}ugnicl'c, from the pen of Alr, B. P. Brent, are included in if, and the

hook containg more informa#on on the subjeet it treats of thau any

proviously published ; inJfack, it is a compilation of the works of nll
provious writers. It is paged up to 200, bat there are somo efpies that
contain some exirn pages of opinions of the press on tho book itasifl.

Theso copies scom to bave been made up fwo yoars Inter, some of the

potices being dated in 1860, *

In 1860 Eatorf published a second sob of six colowred porirnits of
pigeors, like the first, from the peneil of Mr. Wostenholme. These ara
the whita fantail, yellow jacobin, silver owl, bluo turbit, Black motiled
trumpeter, and black bach, Specimens of somo of theso variefies have
been jntrodused into thi® eountry from abeoad, of Iate years, that put
theso pietures as standards to one side.

Phese are o list of Mr. Enton's publications on the subdect of fancy
pigeons, except * A New and Tmproved Coloured Diagram, Be n Man of
Building or Fitting aps Pigeonary, cmbellished with tumblers, poutors,
and cerriers, pries 2s," which is not of much aeconnt. It shows nesting
plages of different sizes to suit the differsnt kinds.

Faton's books are gotting searee. Tho largest snd besb, t'iml..t of 1858,
which containg all of the provious ones, if ¢uite clenn and perfect, is nob
dear at o guines. =

Moubray's troatise of breeding, rearing, and fattening of domestic
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poultry, o work first published aboul 1815, contuining o little, nk second
hawd, on the subject of famey pigecns, rag throngh many editions. In
1854, the last edition, much enlurged, gvas publishgd wnder the editorship
of Mr. L. Méall and Dr. Hornore, This has severnl eoloured plates, one
of which contains the fignres of faney pigeons, incloding the pouter and
earrier, ovidently copiod from Eaton's large portraits of la’*’.‘ In the
lettorpress there are notices of the prineipal kindseof i'nm:_'.- mgcans
evidently not from tho pen of a fanc¥r. The crigin of tho word t.ur'l:ulr
which soems to have puozzled }.muoll-s"‘u rilors, is ;erm,aly riven hera for
the first time, 1 beliove. o

The .I’ozlitr‘u Chronicle, n woekly pm'iu:u]iml, began on the let of
March, 1854, was continned for seventg-sevon weeks, the last number
being published on L5th Angust, 1855, when it was incorporated with the
Coflage Gardener. CBmplete sebs of it, gencrally boundsin three volumes,
emall quarto, may be cccasionally met with, at from 10z, to 208, xocording
io ondition. It is very intercsting as the frst jonrnal devoted to the
poultry and pigeon faney. DMany names sce mentioned in its puéeu
unknown o the present generation, while otherg are atill extant in the
prize lists®f the day. In its pages, nnder I'.hn.]:lmlﬂi.ng of the ** Colum-
bary,”' the late AMr. Bremt contribnted many papers on faney pigeons,
which were republished in Eaton's largest book.

“The Pigeon Book,'" by B. P. Bront, is o small doodécimo of 114
pages, containing hia writings in the Poultry Chronicle, C#ftage Gardener,
de. It iz fllnsirated with what the title-page enlls ** highly finished '
engravings, but some of them are vory nninfelligible, and more like
medimval ¥ feons ' than modern pictures.  Most of them are copied from
the French work on pigeona by DBoitard and (tobic, to-be aftorwards
mentioned, The book contains much information on Fronch and Gorman
fanoy pigeons® .

The modern works on fancy pigeons, by Mr. Tegetmeior and Mr. Fulton,
will ba familinr to all fanciers. They are hand=zome books, well illusteated
ﬁith colonred plates, the former by Mr. Harrfson Weir and the latter by
Mr. J. W. Ludlow, of Birmingham. °The Practical Pigeon Keeper.'
by Lewis Wright, publishod October, 1879, is & book of 232 pages,
illustrated chicfly from the same blecks ns the book hf. Baldamus,
!\ubl‘i_ﬁhud.r:tl Drosden in 1878, to be afterwards mentionad.

The Powlivy Review, an extinct geriodieal, begun on 215t June, 1673,

c
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and ended with No. 81, on 31st December, 1874, muy be intercsling in

later years, as containing meny papers on® and illustrations of, fancy
pigeons. o -

A pericdical, entitled T'he Pigeon, condueted by Mr, Thomas M. Denne,
who has gontribated papers on pigeons to the Field and other journals,
over ‘I'.EI.-L-. A de plume of ** Careler,”” existed in Loodon from 19th
Febroary, 1576, m 28th Deeembor, 1877, when, ns ho saya, ho was
;t-l{j;ﬂd to whistle it down. A cﬁmlﬂqm sot, ninety-cight numbers, makea
a thick quarto \':iuu'.u. L =

I have conmerated all the IiEnr:hu'u on,_the subject published in thés
eountry of which I know, excepling what mpy bo fonnd in sygh books as
“PBeoton's Book ofgPots,'" the ' Boy's Own Book,”" * Rogers' Pigeon
Keoaper," ** Pigeons," by Hugh Piper, and such like, that are of no con-
soquence, Frome iis commencement il the prdsent time, the Field
powspaper has had a column on poultry and pigeons, where moy be
found many articles and illustrations on the sobject, enough in thew-
selves to form an intereseing volume. The Besaer (to which The
Country hos been added}, The Live 8fock Jowrnal, The Jowrnal of Horéi-
culbure, and The Faneciery® Chronicls have also had E1'nqunnt‘pnpnra on
pigeons.

Besides ol theze, there are soveral forcign books on the subjoct. It
appears Akbar, the Mognl Emperor, who reigned in Delhi nearly 200
yeirs ngo, was® fond of pigeons, and that his prime minister, Abdool
Furjool, wrote a treatise on them sbont the year 1506, .I have heard
mention of this when in India, but I am not aware if it is extant,

I hove & quarto of thirty-two pages in Latin and German, “published
at Jonm in 1706, entitled ** De Jure Columbarnm vom Tanbon-Reeht" (the
Law of Pigeons or Pigeon-rights), which appears to be an argument at

Inw,om the rights of pigoon fanciers or kespers. It cAntains quotn-
[ ]

tions from Roman and Latin writers. .

“ Les Pigeons de Volidre ot de Colombier,"' by Massrs. Boitard and
Corbie, 18 an octave book of 240 pages, published at Paris in 1524, It
cqnining twonty-fiva plates of pigeons, fow of which are nicely drawn,
Those who have Brent's book may sce the style of them, ns most of his
are copied fgom this book, and not improved in the copying, Doitard and
Corbie deseribe twenty-four races of faney pigeons and snb-divide them into
122 varieties. The book was publishgd with plain plates, coloured plates,
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and on vellum paper with coloured plates, at 6., 12f., amd 24F, respectively. «
It seoms to troat ita a:lirj:ct more from a haturalist's thau faneier’s point
of view. It is now worth consideribly more t#an the pnblished prices,
having become searce, as mueh as 158, being somotimes asked for the
edition with plain plntos. £

Other French works on pigeons are, Lullin, F., ‘; L'are de«listingnor,
d"élever, do multiplier ot d'engraigser los diffirentes capdcos et varietds
des Pigeons, do Colombigr, ot de Valiire," avee 28 planches, Paris 1860,
12mo. ; Didienx, M., ** Guide d'éleganr des Pigeonsmle Colombier, ot de

*Volitre, Paria; ns well az eeveral oibes gmall hanudbooka,

Of Gomonn books on famey pigeons there nre 5 considerable number.
The principal one is '‘ Das Ganze def Tanbenzuht ™ (the whale art of
brocding I-igumie],.h_'i' Gottliesh Neumedster, 'I'his'js now in its third
edition, having been Grst published in 1839, T beliova, Tho copy I have
was published at Weimar in 1576, and is edited by Herr Gustav Priitz,
the editor of a German bi-monthly periodical on pigeons, entitled
Colunibin, which is published at Stettin, ® Das Ganze dor Taubenzuoht ™
in u.nu'biumg quarto book of about sixty closel prioted pages, illnstrated
with seventeen colomrod plates of fancy pigeons, each containing from
four to fourteen separate figures. They are extremely crude ns vegards
execution, but serve to give some idea of the nomerous varietios faneiod
in Germany. =

" Die Arten der Haustanbe ' (the varictics of the domestic pigeon),
by the aboge Herr Gostay Priitz, is an octavoe book, which containg il
the letigrpress in Neameister’s work, and o little in addition. This book
id not illustrated, except by a alight woodent of nn English poutor (from
Tegotmeior's ““ Pigoonsz "), on the cover, The copy I have is the third
edition, published at Leipzig in’ 1575, and the anthor gives o list of
Clerman puﬁ]fﬂ.\liﬂnﬂ on tho subject of pigoons, which nppum'm be
numerous,  Of these T moy mention, Brohm, Chr. Ludw., * Dig Natur-
geschichte ond Zucht der ‘Tauben," Weintar, 1857, A now edition, by
Gustar Priitz, is in the press ; Carl, L., & Untersuchungen iibor dan Sehii-
delban domestivirter Taaben,” Pirna, 1878 ; Korth, Dr, D., “ e Tanben.

zucht zum Vergniigen, oder diu_Flug\-una Hoftanben,* Berlin, 1855 :
Puteche, Be., * Tuubﬂnknlechi_-imnu, mit 3 Kupfertasetn,' Leipzig ;
** Der Tanbenfreund,” Gth edition, Plauen, 1876 ; ** Der Tauber oder dia
Geheoimnisse der Tanbon-und HAbnerzucht,”* 4th edition, Naumburg,
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{260 : Webar, I, A., * Der Taubenfreund, oder grimdlicher Untevrioht
it dor Tagbonzucht,* 2nd ediffon, Qm:ul!iuhltr.ﬂ. 1850 : Woltmann, J. 1.,
vt Dar* Tanbenschlngy offer die Wittung und Plege,” thirteen plates,
Altona, 1876,

In 1874 thire was published at Deesden n now book on ponltry and
pigeons, wntithed ** I]ln:—tnn\_s Handbuch dor Fedorvichzueht,” by D
Ae E. E. Baldamus.  Vel. I, containginformation on fowls, ducka, geese,
L. : and Vol. I, is chiofly on piggons. Tt apweara to bo a compilation
from Neumeister®Priitz, and Fultog. It is a large cotave of 452 poges,
beantifnlly printed, and well illnstrated with good woodeuts, copiad it
small from Mr. Ladlow's illustrations to Ful®n's pigoon booke

The Tislian publifations on Yancy pizeons are confined, as faras [
know, to deseriptions of the Modenese flying pigeong.  The first book on
this subject was C. Malmusi's ** Dei Triganicri : conni storiei " (Histori-
o2l notices of the Triranicri—technical name for thoe Modeness pigeon
fiyerz). This i3 a rare little book ; it woa published in 1851 in Modena,
bLeing reprinted from the ;Tuum:]. U"Indieaford Modenese. Profeszor
Bonizzi says reganding it*** The author has collocted, from, Yooks and
archives, all that can besknown of the history of the Triganieri, and
sptaks with much learning abount their origin and their sport. o

In 1372, Dr. Fulvio Martinelli, published at Modens, in folio, n work
of 107 pages, J..‘nL.!.L!EIi “ WMemorie Sulls Colleziono di Colombi mostrali,™
regarding which Bonizzi saye, ' From which title everyone would certainly
expect the description of a collection of pigecns ; wherens, instead, the
memorin] commences a4 if it were n goneral treatise on pigegns, and
continues giving stupid arguments ; it gpeaks so little and so conlfusedly
about the Modenese pigeons, that T beliove it is fmpossible to form an
idea of them from it. I hoped then to find in it nseful lmtww about the
breefling, to see verified in it the experiments which I sup pqlmd :I:m! been
made by the asthor with our pigeons, but I was disappointed Tn this
expoctation.’”

In 1872 there was poblished by the Soeista Veneto-Trentina di Selenze
Nfturali, an admirsble treatize on the Modenese pigeons, entitled ** La
Varinzioni dei Colombi Domestici, di Modona, di Paclo Bonizzis® This is
paged 265-3 22, and illustrated with bwo folding coloured plates, containing
in all twenty varioties of the Triganica pigeon. This treatise isthe work
of n scholar and fancier, and goes thotoughly into its subject.
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In 1870, Professor Bonizzi pablished, st Modenn, o
180 pagos, entitled * L l._ﬂ!nmhi di Modean, " which is \ ﬂ:ru:;hgg
hig 1872 work. In thias he mentions o loss thom 152 diffe n‘hﬂ-
of the Modena pigeon, all of which have received nomes from the
Trignnieri. This is illustrated by tho same two coloured plates as aboves
mentioned, and by two plain plates of the pigeon house and its‘ﬁ tinga.

Um the subject of racing, mes :-onger.. or what are cafled homing plgnuqm
goveral books have been uublmimul Iu this conntry Meszrs. Hontledge
and Bons have published one pnuﬂrd “The Homing Pigeon,”” by Mr.
&Y. B. Terotmeier, F.Z.3., pud "-In:-se-; Hartley nnd Sons, Woolwich,
importers gf these birds, puplish another called ** Homing Pigeons ; their
Eearing, Tmining, nod Mepagement,s’ price 1lss The cardiest book
published abroad on this subject I know of in one I have, cutitled ** Lo
Colombe, ]11:55151-:1; plus rapide que D'éclnir, plas plompie gue lo noe,
par Michel Sabbagh, traduit de 1"Arabe on Frangois par A. I. Silvestre
di Saey. A Paris, do I'imprimerie imperiale, an. xiv. = 1805."" 'This ia
o benutifolly printed cotavo volome of nindty-six pages, which on being
oponed has the Arabie cn the right hand and ghe Frenoh translation en
the ]uft_‘ The Belginn physician, Dr. F. Chapuis, since dead (Oetober,
18789, pnblished the following works: '* Le Pigeon Vogagenr Helge,
Verviers, 1865, * Lo Pigeon Vogagour Belge, de son Instinet d’Orient-
ation ™ and ** Le Pipeon dons les Forteresses ot 4 Zauzibar, M. La
Porre de Hoo is author of ** Lo Pigeon Messager, ou (ide pour 1'¢live
du Pigeon Voyageur,'" Parls, Other French works are 1 Payerno, * Note
gur ln Nosographio des Pigeons,'" Cherbourg, and Espanct, Al, *f Do
I'Edn(mfjau des Pigoons, des Cigoanx de Luxe, de Volitre of de Cage,””
Paris. ¥

Tha German beoks on voyageur or homing pigeons inelnde Lenzen, H.
J., * Die Bribftanbe," Dresden, 1873 ; Dettel, Roby, ‘' Der GofliigeMiof,"
5thoda,, Weimar, 1874; Du Poy de Fodie ** Die Brieftauben in der
Kriegskunst," Leipziz, 1873 ; and Ress, Dr. Karl, ** Die Brieftanbo. Ein
Hand-und Lebrbuch fiir ihre VerpAegung, Abrichtung, &e.,'" Hanover,
1677, -

In Heg Pritz's list of books on pigeons in his * Die Arten der
Hanstanbe, he mentions, Hares, E. D, “ The Strocinre, Flight, and
Habits of the Different Varictics of the Domesticated Pigeon," Boston.
1 have not scen this, the ouly book on pigeons published in Awmerca, 1T
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B L with the excoeption of the repring of ** Moors's Columbarinm.'
Tha American fanciers havoe several periodicenls Yt treat of pigeons and
other pet stock, which awe gonceally®very well got up as rogords papor
and printing, but T have not found, and I can searcely yot expoct to find,
in them much original matter on the subject of faney pigecps. In their
illuﬁlmﬁuq: of Jboth ponliry and pigeons the influcnce of AMre. Ludlow, of
Bigningham, is very "plainly seen, I have no doubt that by and bye the
American fanciera: will make their mark ingthe breeding of faney
pigeons, a3 thoy hggre not grudged 1::- expend large smms in the purchnse
of good stock, . - -

In conclusion T may say that the anthor’s edidion of the ** Treagise on the
Almond Tambler," 18#2, was priced on the title page *seven shillings,"”
and that this is generally alierad with pen and ink to * fve shillings.’
Tha remainders webe bonght by A. Hogg snd Cu.:wim printed o now
title page for them, on which was printed ** prico 4., in extrs boards"

Mr. Wolstenholme, the artist, who i3 now over eighty years of age,
wrote to me lately saying, That the scf of six plates of the ponter,

nrrier, &ec., were first puwblished by himself, for -his own ar:;:cnnt, in
1834, He =old the plateg to Eaton, who repuoblished them with his
! Treatise on Pigeons,” in 1852, Alr. Wolstenholme wrote me in June,
1575, “ I was the inventor of gnrfece printing in colours inthe year 1847,
but was not gble to patent it. The prints were exhibited in the Grent
Exhibition of 135] 05 4 new mode of printing. From them all the colour
printing of the present day comes, from which mony have made lurge

fortunes."” .

For many years [ have cn deavonred to obtain a copy Moore's ** Colom-
barinm,"" and, in searching for it, I kave written hundreds of letters nnd
spent many days wandering over London enquiring for it.  After correct-
ing tifse pages I am happy to be able to ndd that on the Lt.l'rﬁavnmher,
15879, I obtained an original and perfect copy of this rare book, sa
precions to o pigecn fancier. There ars now, therefore, two copies of
the * Colpmbarinm ' ootsida of the British Musenm, Mr. Ezquilant's
and sine.
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THE PJGEON HQUSE, LOFT, AND AVIARY.

I surposk the majority of pigeon fanciers who commenced their pursuit
when young, began by keeping & few common birds % flying tomblers
in bozes fxed to some wall out of reach of cats or other enemies, ‘This
wis the way [ bogan the fancy, and somae narrow escapes [ had when up
the ladder inzpecting what was going on in#tde my pigeon locker ; and I
would strongly advize all gouardians of pizeoy-keeping boys who have
no other means of honsing their pets thon in wall boxes, to see that they
are not only well secured to the wall—{or I havs known them to give woy
from improper fastening—hbnt fized at no great distanco from the ground.
Keeping really good pigeons in wall boxes is almost out of the question
for little control over the birds ean be exercised, and sboner or Inter, if
the youngz fapeier means advancement in his pursuit, hoe muost find wﬁys
and means for the better housing of his pots.

Whan .1:|u other means of keoping pigoons fthan in wall boxes is con-
venicnt, then they should be made of larch or other durable wood, and
well jointed, g0 a3 to allow the wind no entrance, except Teom the holas
at which tha :birr]e. go oot and in, and they ought to bo fixed in thesmost
gheltefed position available, To keep pizeons in boxes freing the enst or
north is unnecessary ernclty ; for even if o wallis so exposod, the boxes
can be fastened, so that the fronts necd not face the cold exposnre,

The box space necessary for ench pair of all small pigeons, suohy ns
tumblers gud turbits, is about 12in. by 12in., and 10in. high. This ia
the measuroment inside, and, in addition, thero is the Ignding board,
which will project aboul 4in. Unless cach pair is provided with two
such spartments, there will be litde pease in tho colony, for pigoona do

T




24 Fancy Pigeons,

not like to lay in their last nest, Common lordy bivds genorally go to
nost when their young ones® are about a l‘aanight vr eighteen  days
old, and 20 thore is reatly no aecolfmodation for thom in the old place.
The plan of having two nesting places (entering from one hole) on n
lower level than the lnding board, but divided inside by w picee of
wood, =Q‘~'l'.-' ko keep the young ones from the sitting hen, is not o good
gie.  The young chies will find their way over the division much sooner
than they wonld do from ene separste apargnent to auother ; nnd the
diffienlty in cleaging ont the old_ nests, when lower in lovel than the
Innding board, in boxes fixed af some height from the ground, is vofy

Fra, 1,—Pieeox Hovsx ror Four Parmra,

groak.  No seraper conld do it thoroughly ; oven the hnm]u:uf the owner
conld not reach all the cormers, and bot few conld adopt such o disfusting
method, as the nests of young pigeons just flown are very fonl. A hinged
bottom piece would ceriainly facilitate matters, bot the wind wonld find
itegvay past snch an arrangement,

The inside shonld therefors be on the spme lovel with the Tandjng hoard,
asin Fig. 1, goul it will not matter much, thongh the landing board iteolf
is mot divided in its length between the bwo nests given to eacl pair, for
althongh the young ones will leave tha nest when aboot thres and a half

-
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The Pigeon House,«loft, and Aviary. 25

weoks olid, and join their sitting paront, no bad result will follow ; they
will not injure the oggs; they will be ofach warmer at night ; snd by
the time their suocessors are hatched, their parofits will have driven thom
ont, being about five woeks old, ablo to fly and to do for themeelves, Such
o pair of nests may be muoltiplied according to tho wishes ol" the pigeon
keopor. The moof of the whole must nlways havo sufciend elope to
carry off the rain, and should hﬁ-iu ong piece, ns wood 17in, wids gan
eazily be got. . =

No onp who is really interested in his pigeons will laug continue to kesp
®%hem in wall lockers il he esn by any means avoid it, and some vacant
building, shed, or loft, wHl bo approprizted for the purpose. Such a
place & fancier ought, with the assistemice of a fé% cnrpentor’s tools, to
be able to 6t up himpsell. Cot and rat prool he must bave it, and mouse
prool also, if possible, for while the former will desfru:.r the birds thom-
gelves, the latter spoil their food.

The great majority of fancy pigeons may bo allowed thoir liberty in the
open nir, with snfety to their livez and positive advantage to their health,
but chojge ponters, carciers, short-faced tunsblers, jacobing or fanfails,
are not 30 able to take care of themselves. s 5till, it is surprising how
wary even eoch varieties as these become, if flown from their squenkor-
kood. In granting them their liberty, however, which must only be
oceasional, necording to the wosther, the owner must bo entirely guided
by circumstances, such ag the surroundings of his plave and the special
¢harnoter of cach bird. There must always be a certain nmount of risk
enccuntered, and it is for the ewngr to consider whether the advantages
to be gained will ontwoigh it. Choion pi,gmn:tnn doubt live o long time
in elose confinement, when trested with reasonable and ordinory care,
for many hzﬁs no other means of keeping them, If oceazional entice
liberty ennupt be given them, an open air Aight, inclosed by wire thtting,
will be of great advantage. This should always be roofed in, and only
open to the less exposed aspects. The lurger it can bo mado the better ;
but even a very small open air fight will materially assist in keeping the
birds in good health. When pigeons are kept in & room or loftawith
no ontside Liberiy, an opening, covered with wire netting, for the ad.
mittance of light and air, should be provided. It shouldeface the south,
to admit the snnlight, and have & wide Loard adjoining for the birds to
rest on. ‘The wost domineering of them will monopolise thia place ns

B & e e &
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Jmuch as thay can, but their domestie duties will prevent them being
always thero, o that all will he%e some ndvantago from it,

They may either boe fad from o Mt board that hasn marginal odge
running round it, raised about an inch, to prevent tho scattering of their
food, or from & self-supplying hopper. By tho exercise of due eara in
not puttisg dewn more grain ench time the birds nre fod than they
will ent, thore need ndt be much wastp of food. Giving them too much
at a time, and then grudging to throy awayany what becomes soiled is bub
poor economy, and & likely enuze of Qfecase among thom, If o flat board
iz nsed for their feeding on, it shonld bo well meraped each time fresh food™
i# given, nnd eny left over will oot be lost if fowls aro keps. In the
breeding season, whet? o constart supply of food is more neeessary,

hoppers made of zine or wood, snch az tha illnatration {Fig. 2}, will bo
-

Fro. 2 —Gnaiy Horree.

-
* usofol. They can be mede of any desired length. The 1id or lids, if

they are intended to bo M:’Ellﬂd inzide, open with hinges, and shonld be
at such an angle asg will prevent the birds resting on them. A wire
run albogr the ridge, reised an inch and a half, will kanp:thfrm from
settling there. As the food is onten from tho trongh, the bulk {haide
will continue falling down, amd =o insure a constant aupply as loog aa it
lasts. By an juside division, dividing the hopper ints twe parts, two
kinds or two separate mixtorcs of food may be supplied. . Hoppera of
varions designs may be bought from mannfactorers whe make a speciality
of them. Onosdias Iately been brought out in which the food is exposed
by the pigeon stepping on the boared in front of it, which prevente waste
from mice or sparrows, their weight beibg insufficient to open it.
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The water fonniain may bo bought complote, of varions patierns;
but & good one may be imfrovised by carofully punching o hole in o twa
pallon stono jar, near the boitom, nml hermetieadly scaling the mouth.
This, placed in a flowor-pot snucer, the edgze of which is higher than the
orifice mada in tho jar, will complete tho fountain.  But » better kind of
jar iz that made of varions sizes, like the illustration (Fig. :h_, which,
being without » bottom, can bo better cloaned out.® When the pigl'-'l:lgl
housa has an outside Qighf on the g'rclunﬂ, or when the fancier ns moro
than one such place, supplying thr_"t:inis with drinkjpsr water ecan ho
batter performed from the oufside. T mgde for mysalf o pattern in wood,
like Fig. 4, Jrom which Ihad sovern]l casts in iron taken, and I hod them

galvanized. These sancers are placed outside my flichts, with the

-
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projecting part put through a hole cut in tfh;I wira netting, By this
method, t'mm.thn arrangements of my pigeenry, T can supply my birds
with drinkingwater in half the time it wonld take to carry it insida.”

As g specimen of o pigeonry, quite extensive enough for ono man to
attend to whe has to do overytling connected with it himself, beforoe
and after business hours, I have prepared a plan of my own place (Fig.
5}, which, thongh not pérfect by any means—for almost overy day bringa
forth some new want—is new tolerably complete. Tis mrrangement may
ba carried out on ecithor o greater or smaller seale by skyowne, either
erecting = columbarinm from the beginning or adapting some existing
buoilding. P is the entrance door®to the court, which measores abond
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80ft. by 80it., and is surronnded by high walle, The buildings are placed
agninst tho north wall, whicl® is abont 19ft. I'i|,ig"|-|, and they slope down
to about Tift. in fronte The voof%s slated, bot abont one-third of the
open air fighis, marked BB, CC, and DD, are roofed with glass to admit
light, and they are wired in front. E is the entrance door to the whols ;
1 :‘I-"If']'-l:r‘ﬂ'!hiﬁ.'|11:ln from having ofton lost birds in other places, by the doors
ig the open air fights being loft open iueide:ﬂul]y, being blown open by thoe
wind, or by the birds dazhing past me when entering ; and it may
happen that notgnly the birds r-i.mmaelw.-u may be lost in such cases,
bot any young ones they may have, may.die for want of o snitab®
changes 1o another pair being handy nt the time. The room ¢4 i3 about
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16ft.dong by 12ft. broad, and has o table running half rotnd it abount
2ft. broad, cﬂp:lbis of holding ten bell-shaped wire ghow p;nn for*train.
ing pouters. Below the table are two tiers of matching pons, each pair
haying a sliding wired frame dividing them, which, when withdrawn,
eogbles the birds to go together. Two large sorn chests for holding
food are also ghown, on the top of ono of which nre more matching
pens, and the, top of the other is wsed as a carpenter’s bench, guoite a
nogessary in such a place, and never long out of wee. The rooms A, B,C,
and D are lighted by roof lights, opeging when required for ventilation.
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B is a room about S0t by 120t for small pigeons, such se tumblera,
turhits, owls, and ;i:n.mbin;.. and is Gtted with four tiers of mnesting
plages, construeted on the principlo #hown in FigeG,

Each nost box (Fig. 6) isnbout Liin. long by 12, deep, and 11in. high.
A door, hinged at the bottom, covers two nests, which suflice for a pair
of birds, and each nest is nombered for roferonce. About, ond fonrth of
the door is ont away for entrance, and o landing bolrd, supported by
gmall bracket, ia fived to §§. A l:anu:l. serowed to tho wood that divides

Fro, .—Nesnye DoxEs,

each pair of nests keeps the door secure, and if made so as to have no
play, will mever be accidentally forced up. The pair of nests numbored
7 and § are shown closed, and those marked 25 and 26 partly opens 1
find this stylo of nesting place answers very well for small pigeons, each
pair of birds having all they requive; they nest first in thosone and then
in the other, and by the fime the young ones aro ablo to come out they
are stroug enough to fly. The eintle landing boards have the adrantage
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of kecping ench pair entirely to themselves, nud they are generally ahle
to hold their own against alPcomeors, as thﬂ;{y ia little room for fighting

on them, - .

BE (Fig. 5} is the open air flight of B, and hos rosting boards, 3101,
frow the gpround, 18in. wide, and closo to the wall, running round it.
When HI:‘I'B i n space between the board and the wall it is dungerous for
gouters, fantails, ahd aneh pigeons. I like the Lroad resting bonrds, as
they give plenty of room for the Eirul:i pessing onch other, WW are the
water fountains fer the epen air flights, placed ontaide, with their enncers
projecting throngh the wire. Ta tho fronteof BE there is n teap fitf@d
with bolting wires, onabling the birds when at liborty, whichethey nlways
are in good weathef, to enter, dut not fo pasa ont, nnless the bolting
wireg bo tiod up.  C s o room 12f%, by 12f¢., fitted up with three tiers of
nests for pouters.” Each nest is 20t long, 18in. deep, and 13in, high, I
bad them with hinged doors, something like those shown in Fig. G, but
did not find them to answer for ponters. Inm the winfor thoy are quite
open, and havea bleck of %ood placed fn them, for tho birds to perch
on, In the breeding sesson I cover them half in, ron o piece of wood
Sin. square up the centwe, and the birds nest in the dark half, Like
othera I know, I could never be satisfied with so fow birdz as 1 conld find
acesnmodation for on the ground, so must ron cortain Haks from the young
ones falling from the higher nests, and be as careful in guarding agninst
snch mishaps ad possible. D is another reom, 10ft. by 12ft., fitted np
with nesting plages as in O, and has a flight of 180, long, mgarked DD,

There i a great advantage in having asoveral curmlmrtmgnts. in n
pigeonry, for without them it will sometimes be found almost impossible
to unmateh eertain pa.ir»s', when it ia desirable to do so,

Earthenwars nest pans of from 8in. to 10in, in dismeter are nsed very
much in Esgland for pigeons breeding in: bot in Scot]n;'uﬂ, or ot least
in the eastern part of it, they nro not much in request. I have usdd them
myself, but never found any advantago from them, and have long ngo
given them np, As a protection for the eggs I sproad coarse sawdnst
in dhe nesting places to the depth of an inch, On this the birds build their
own nposts of straw, or I make them for them when necegeary. In
the breeding honses I have nsed aswdnst over the floor, to the depth of
ooe o two inches, and have found it very suitable, When pasaggl throngh
a riddle of }in. mesh ones o week, it will last for several weeks, but should
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bo renewad oftener if the place be troublod with inseots, Pine sawdust
soon logos the pungent smell, which holps gomewhat, though not entirely,
to drive away vermin. ™ i

Unless pigeon honses nro often cléaned ont, the smell arising from the
dung soon becomes unplensant., Ielean out my own places every
moming, and as, from their extont, the time roquired in doing so is
considerable, I have been obliged to find out the mest snitable tools for
tho purpose. These are a trinngitre stecl seraper (Fig. 7) and n steel
hand shovel {Fig. 5). Tho former if good for all cogper places and {he
latrer for broad surfaces, 51:1:1.1 LT ﬂw‘ figors and rosting boards in the
flights. "I.Ehr.-n held at the_prvapm- angle, the lattor removes everything

Fio. 7.~5TEEL Scmaven.
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opposed to it aa fast as one ean walk along. "It should be of the bost
stecl and kept sharp. Thoso made of ahest iron wenr but n shork time.
A stablo hroiam. ot with stiff Drazil fibro, is also necessary for swebping
all mp? when the seraper and shovel have dona their part, in frecing thoe
dung from the wood. T have given up using sawdust on the floors for
zome time, not that I disapprovo of it, but merely bocanso 1 conld not
procurs it convepiently, Tho Inbour in cleaning oot the honsss i ga
great when eawdust is used sz when it is not, for tho ronowing nnd
riddling of it takes up mueh time, and when the foors nrossoraped daily

the dung has no time to harden aod adhers to the wood, when it booomes
more diffieult to remove. .
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Tho best covering for the floors of ontside flights is small gravel ;
such as ean bo got from sea Ypaches, mixed teo some extont with broken
ghells, is very useful, thy birds using much of it to aid thom in digosting
their food. Tt should be raked wp now and thon, and rencwed when it
gots solled. A tray, containing limo from old buildings, shonld also be
provided Eﬁ Litu flight, and unloss this be done tho fancior must look for
an nndne proportiomof soft-sholled eggs.  Pigeons aro very fond of ealt,
which can be given them in vorious® forms. Somo throw down o littlo
common eoarso salf, on n flat board? onee or twite a week, or place o picce
of rock salt in a cornor of the flight; whils others mix old lime, gravel,
clay, and salt into a mass, and put it into boxes, open on ono side or
ploreed with holos, fgr the I:ird.a‘ to peck ::t. Recipes for TJ:m'k“'mg tho
#alt cat, ns it is enlled, may be fonnd in the old pigeon books; but the
phove ingrodionts #re all thet are renlly required. e

What has been called o great improvemeont in fitting np o pigeon housa
is an arrangement similar to a lot of hat or clothes pegs fixed to the walls
for the birds to perch on. Those may neither be unsuituble nor nnserviens-
mble for =mall active pjgeons, but they are certainly dangerons for
pouters, earriers, fu.ntailﬁ,'ju.mbinﬁ, and trompeters of the betier sork,
all of which shonld have no resting plages except their nests, or the floor
of the loft.




CI~1;‘&PTEIR IV. :

- -

. SELECTION OF STOCK.

Ix the soloction of stof.lr. the pigeon fancier has mony 'I.'J:IEBHES to choose
from. Not only do the forms of pigeons vary much, bt their plumagae
is diversificd to an extraordinary degree, and the disposition or temper of
the birds themselves varies greatly in difevent breeds,  Most, if not all,
who begin pizeon keeping early in lifo, comfonce with common ldnds,
with which they learn the rodiments of the faney, and so gain the ex-
perience necessary to enable thom to keop bhosmors ehoice breods with
sneeess.  Of all whe do so begin pigeon-keeping, however, but fow follow
it up in after life, oither from want of the nocessary necommodation
being found in the places to which their desting may lead them, or, more
often, becanse the porsuit has no real hold on their minds. Whether
the fancier begin carly or Inte in life, it is necessary for him &0 spond some
pmh:.tinunp‘ time in mastering the rudiments of his porenit, and te do so
with expeneive birds, the beanties of which ho cannot probably realise, i
n waste of money, nnlesz he may have somo u':'p.uriunl:lﬁﬂ, friond often
at hand to direct him in their managemont.

As n 'hcginnrpg, no better pigeons than commen tumblers con bo fut
into the hands of o young fancior, Thoy are neat aud tidy in APPOLTADOS,
of varied and beantiful colonrs, and their performances in the oir are &
constant source of pleasare to their owners. There aro fow fanciors,
however select their pigeons may b, wha, if they can find accommodation
for them, fafl to keep some pairs of these cogaging birda, Thoy bread
freely, are very hardy, and are serviceable feedera for other pigaons,

The pigeens that look best on the wing wra those of pronomnced
markings, such a3 baldheads, torbits ®ind nuns, As they wheel round in

¥
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-
il their fizht, the contemst Lobween the white and coloured part of their

plumage is very striking, Boutors, of whal might be called & socond
guality, for the choissst nro scascely to bo trusted at Inrge, Noewich
eroppers, pigmy pontors (such as Austrinns and Isobels), and pounting

horsomen, of half-bred pooters and carricrs, ove all capital flyers and

sail thrgtrb'h the nir in fine style. .
. The pigeons thft bocome most familise with their owners are pounters |

aml fantaila. It is nocessary for® tho {urm;r to become very tame if

intonded te be gehibited, as, clthirm-iu.t'll.uy losa much of their beanty I

and chanes of snecoss in competition.  Og the other hand, carriers laok

bost wild and alarmed, familiarity on their, part spoiling their fine shape

and statuesque apparanco. .

Runts, though they look guoiet and sedate in the loft, are often of a 1
apiteful dispositiin, making the festhers fly by the dozen from birds that |
happen to encroach on their presecves.

Carriors are alzo very vicions, snd play snd havoe with each other
when they fall out. -

Trumpeters, such as were in England before the so called Russian ones
wero introdoced, were ngted for their quarrelscme t]ispl:-ai.tiun:m:-:l I hove l
seen nn unruly cock of this breed monopolise a whole loft to himself, 4

preventing, till his removael, the least chanee of suecess in breeding from

the birds associnted with him, !
Owls, the Otiontal frilled varieties, and turbits, the latter in o less '

degree, are shy and reserved in their demeancur, leaving [ﬂm’r neats and

yonng ones on the slighteat alarm ; but this will bo of littlo consequenso

if the canse of their disquiotwede bo scon removed, when they will «

gpenorally return withont delay to their nosts. .
If pigeons of waried and striking plamage bo reguired, they may be f

foifnid in srehangels, almond tumblers, the eastern frilled -v:iriutins. nnd in

many of the German toys ; eontrosts of colonr among nuns, agpies, 5

gwallows and such kinds; while pounters, enrriers, short faces, barba,

jncobins, fantails, owls, turbits, and trumpeters prosent abnormal confor- '
mation, and are denominated high-class pigeons, in distinction from those
- having little but curions colonr snd marking, hecanse such conformation RS »
is more diffenlt to preduce, and therefore thonght mere of when ebtaingd g
in a high degree than mere feather. v
= But though a genuine pigeon fancier may have o [:rcfnrcncn for somo 1
A
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particular varieky, ho will not be insonsible to the beautics of others; nnd
doring an extonded enreer in the fancy, I will most likely have been
posaessed of specimens of evory kind 8 fancy piglon he has been ablo to
obtain, Thereis always n chorm to the fancior in tho acquisition of some
new variety not provionsly possessed by him, which ia taken np s o kind
of extra thing, in addition to the variely on which his faney §8 moro
permanontly fixed, and ns he tives of it somo othor n;\'-:lt:.r will take itg
place; for, ns will be aftowrards oxplained, it is not wise to keep many
varieties at a time if it i3 expocted togbreed nny of them to perfection.
Edbh distinet kind of pigeon sa o study in itself, still, in nddition to the
favoured kinsl and withont deiracting from the attention it way require,
one or two other breeds may be introdnced into the%oft, when room ean
be afforded them, aa o sort of bye-play. =

In addition to the breeds that are strictly fancy pigeons, there are thoze
known as homing or racing pigeons, in the breeding and training of which
many fud great enjoyment.  Tho dragoon, long-faced beard, and skinnnm
wore formerly used in England for this ]_rl!l'pu-ssu, but of late the Antwerp
carriecr is glmoat exelusively employed for fiyfhy long matches. The
fiying funcy is o branch of the pigeon fanoy Ly*itself, nnd way be more
properly denominated as racing, though in the management of the birds
themselves there is litéle difference from thot necessary for the generality
of faney pigeons,

i B



* _ CHAPTER V.

FEEDING, EREEﬂf}vG, AND MANAGEMENT.

Tue grain ubn-d for feeding fancy pigeons is w]:leu.t barley, beans,
pens, tares, and’ Indian corn, besides somo ntlwr kinds. All of theso
nrn good in their way, and may be mixed together. The fancier will find
that gome birds prefer onme kind, and some another, The grain should
noither be too new, nor®too old, for whom nsed in the same year
ng it iy grown, it is in#ined to be too relaxing, nnd aph tr; roonr the
birds. On the other hand, old grain, that bas been ill kept and
perforated by worms or weavils, has lost most of its goodness, and a
great part of it will be refused by the hirds. Grain may be kept woll
for a considerable time if sprend on a wooden floor to the depth of
Gin. or 9in., and torned over once & week or so. ‘Tho place shonld be
free from dump, or it will become musty. Well condjtioned grain
keops the birds in good health, and makes a great differenes in the
number of young onos reared, for any that hns becoma too hard from
ape cannot be easily digested by them, nnd mmsty or worm-caten stuff,
being distastefnl to them, the soung ones suffer in conseqnence.  When
floor gpace iz not available for storage of grain, it a]mq’d be changed
from ane bin 10 another ns often as convenient, or if kopt in sntks thoy
ghould be shaken np now and thon, with the ohject of destroying moths
and other inseels, which will assuredly find their way smongst it if left
Ing nndistarbed.

Wheat may be used more freely in the snmmer than in the winter.
Pigeons ar® fond of it, and, when given them to the extont of one fourth
of their supply. it is beneficial doring the breeding season.

Bacloy is pood foed for pigeons,®and T have nsed it, to some extent,

-
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nearly all the year round ; indeed, I have kwown of good results from
pigeons fod on nothing bof barley. Tt izsgencrally the choapest of all
pigeon food, and c¢hespness is an objedt with manyy but the birds are not
fond of it.

Peas are the siaple food for fancy pigoons, and the kind T use are
imported into Leith from the Continent. Thay are much ;.;m'[;c: than
the grey field peas usnally grown in this country, which are, however
the best of food, and are I“‘iufi.p."l.]h’%r[}r mottled, with some admiztore
of white and blue ones ; occasionally ti[w:.r hava a fow rgther large brans
among them. They woigh abput G3lb. per bushel, and cost from 33s,
to 42u. per guarter, acoording to the market. I bave rend of white poos
being unsnitable food for pigeons ; but gho very best rosulis I hove ever
known in pouter breeding were from them and Indian corn mixed.

Beans are good fce?liﬂ[; also, but the small ones, known aa tick beans,
are not always procurable at o reasonable price. Such as are known ns
Egyptian, which are of o medinm sizo, may be got chenply somotimes.
Horze beans are rather large for the majfrity of pigeons, bot poutors
aat them r:mliiy when mized with their ether fool, in small proportion.

Tares are capital foeding. Thoy are of twoskinds, home and foroign.
The former, at least as grown in Seotland, aro nearly as lerge ua
small peas ; bat have been lately at fomine prices, from 805, to 1008, o
guarter. Tho foreign are very small, not half the size of the homo
kind, thoogh quite as good for pigeons. When procurable at or under
408, n quurll:;r [ always use them, and I have bought thom as low ns
£7 the ton, which is only nbout 31s. per quarter.

Indian ‘corn or maize ia of varions kinds. Ono sort is largo and flat
in the grain, and another small and round,  The former is said to bo the
best value as food, but it ia oot so suitable for pigeons as the lntter,
which is n-.ﬂl:?.l Hungarian, as it is inclined to stick in their throfts,
MMaize tay bo generally bought at about the rate of £7 per ton, thomgh
I have known it as low ns £5 10s Considering it weight per bushal,
and nutritions qualities, I believe it is the cheapest of all grain for the
pigeon fancier, and it may be used in the proportion of one fourth a1l the
yoar roond.

I bave never nsed buckwheat or dari; the latter is mesmall targ-
shaped white grain from the Levant, and has been well spoken of in late
Fears as good feeding for pigeons. ®onnd rice, often procurable cheaply
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when partly broken, is good to mix with the stock of grain. Paddy, or
rice in the hosk, which is ¥ke barloy in afipearance, thongh somowhat
fistter, s much nzed s Indin, wimre I hove bought it as low as 2s. per
mannod of §21b., Thero iz nlss o eapitnl pizeon geain, grown in Rengal,
called mollah, costing there from 35 to 4s. por mound. This is o
amall rg'ﬁlul, poa, about 3-18ths of an inch in dinmotor, blue-grey in
golour, and mottfed with brown epots. Mollah is first-class feeding,
snd might ba imported into 'En[;h‘m‘tl and mi;u:nmh cheapar than heans,
poas, and tares, gnd still leave o El:u:vﬂ profit to the shippar.

Pigeons are fond of all the sepds given Jo cago birds, such s millet,
eanary, and hempseed, but they are too Jear for gencealguse, thongh
they may be given a® an cccasiogal trent.  Hempseed is very stimulating,
and shonld be seldom given to pigecns kept in elose confinemont.

I have alreaﬂ; reforred to the way pigeons 'mu}' be fod in lofts.
When au outside flicht, covered with gravel, is provided for them,
the best way to feed them is to throw their food on the ground,
alwaga provided they can%see to pick it mp, which cortain heavily
wattled pigeons cannot«lo, For snch, hoppors must be provided. Sup-
posing o good many te be kept, this will be the most T:!puﬁitiona
way of supplying thom, Hoppors, to supply perhaps o hondred birds,
must be rather nomerens to provent them constantly gqnarrelling over
them, and more food is destroyed by feeding them from a flab bonrd
than from the “ground when kept constantly snpplied with clean gravel
s few inches in depth, During the breeding season they should be
fod carly in the morning, nt least, before eight o'elock ; nnt'l- if food
can be left for them over night they will go to it much beforo this hour
in the summer-time ; but this is not absolutely necessary. Forgotting
to feed them for lnlf a day will canee the death of many young ones,
pof® g0 much for want of food as from cold; forim mﬁ.-ls a cass tho
old ones will not continue  sitting on them, but leave them afd hang
abont waiting for their fond, Young pigeons, from their birth to their
goventh day, cannet long survive the want of their parents’ warm pro-
tection, oven in the heat of summer,

Tha water vessols shonld be refilled daily, evenif thoy hold more than
a day’s eupply; for if allowed to run dry the same bad resnlts follow
as from want of food, They should be frequently cleancd out with beiling
water, and such as have only a hole & them should bave some gritty eand

-~
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shaken up in them when being cleansed,  If placed ontside the Dight
and exposed Lo the rays of fho snmmer sungthey must cither be protected
from it by n box in extras hot dams, or froquently refilled with eold
water, for sun-heated water iz prejudicial both to the old i and young
OTeE,

As pigeons at liberty eat freely of lottnee and snch green fhu:] this
may bo supplied occasionally to those kept in cun'ﬁnuuu}nl- bul'.' it i=
not an absalnte necessily I{:-'- them,*ind I never give then soch in tn
winter time. 2

aRathing water may bo elloped them t,mc,-n n weok, wiuuh iz about as
ofton na thgy will eave to nsgit. If E:Lpplied in tho loft, no vessel, how-
ever comstrnoted, will prevent them daghing it sbent all ronnd for 2t
or 3ft., but s little snw-dust thrown npon the overflow will abaorh it in a
few minutes, when it.'m::c.- bo swopt up.  If tho bath W mado with sides
inelining inwards, mnch less water will be seattored abont than when they
are ppright or sloping ouiwards,

Supposing the pigeon fancier to have his lofl and its arrangements=
completed, and to have selected his stock of birds, the first thing he
will have o do will be to pair them togethey, In matching them up,
with the object of breeding good young ones, the gomeral role may be
lnid down thet whatever fanlts one of tho pair may possess, its mato
shonld not possess the same. A pair of pigeons having between thom
the properties sufficient to constitute o perfect specime, or something
approaching to it, are likely to amalgamate, in some of their progeny,
the sood pc;mtu. they possess; and by thia mothod naro the most
perfoct ali'ecimmg. of fancy pigeons produced. Buot, besides the appoar-
ance of the birds themselves, that of their patents aod more remote
anpestors shonld be considered whern it may be done, as pigeons,
in common ®ith other animals, throw bock to their ancestral ferm,
as moeh, nnd often more, than to their own parents. It will thereforo
be secn that swecessfnl pigeon brecding requires considerabla stuily,
althongh pood pigeons nre not unfroquently produced from had stook
by throwing back to better ancostors, but such chance birds are not
roliable for stock purposes. It is always bottor that a beginner should
procure his siock birds from o breeder who has proved fis ability to
turn out gooil stock of any particnlar variely, than to buy those of
whase pedigres he can learn nothing; for thers is mnch virtoe in a good
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#train, and much disappointment ssved by proouring sueh, And yob
the very best of pigeons wilkproduce plenty” of young onea quite unit
to go on breeding from, as all rasos living in o stristly artificial state
must necessarily do, so a fair amount of quality should be leoked for in
birds intended to commenes breeding from.

'["igt'ufs ago mated together by placing them in contignous pess,
fhm they can sed® ench other, When in good health they will gonorally
show signs of becoming paired in®a fow ﬂ:gru, but it is, of course,
necessary to keey them from the :B-i.[;ht of other birds, and espocially of
their last mates, or it will not 'Ela casy to goateh them up. When peo-
perly paired, it iz always as well, when prgeticobls, to placg them in o
loft apart from theis former mafps, should they have had such, for even
when these are themselves romatched, and with young ones, thay will
ocensionally be intlined to go together again, but :"u this respoct, and in
many others, pigeons show the most various dispositions. Two or
threa lofts snve much frouble to the fancier, and he can alwnys work
his birds about in them, so%s to save time in his broeding operntions.
When a pair show signsg of becoming mntched up, they may be allowed
to go togethor for a daogy, whem the union between them will bocome
more fized than if turned into the loft at ones. For this purpose,
matching pons have geoerally a aliding wired division, withdrawable at
pleasure. Onee or twice in my experience I hoave found it impossible
to permancnt!® match up a pair of pigeons. Though each wonld
pair in the ordinary way with other birds, they invariably eeparated
after being together n short time, seceming to hove somo ‘antiprnth:_r
to each other. In such a ense the only plan for kosping ench o pair
togethor, should there e some specinl rvemsons for deing =o, will be to
plucs them in o room by themseelves.

When all goes well, the paie will soon begin buildifle o nest, if
provided with materizls for deing #o, and, nenally within a woek, the
hen will Isy ler first egg, vory near five o'clock in tho evening. Sho
will not =it on it throngh the following night, but stand over it ; but
next day the cock will generally be in snch s hurey to begin the
procesa of inenbation, that it is always better to remove the egg as
laid, sobstiguting aoother, so ns to insore the two hatehing simml-
taneonsly, for when one is hatched n day beforo the other, the differencs
in size and strength of the young ones recms to get moro morked
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day by doy, and to incroase, rathor than diminish. Many hens are
apt to lose the power of ®their lmbs wheu about to lay, and such
must be carefully looked after. Others doso only at the beginning of
the breading sonson, when the weather proves wnngnally cold.  Although
thore iz no way of knowing an ogg to be such ns will produce a
healthy young ong, it may be told with almost certainty t'l u‘E ezgs of
a certain appenrance will come to no good. Those ﬂ'|n1. mu‘-wl of
being smooth whon ltiﬂh are ver® rough or of o honey- combell
appearance towards onoe ond, are gmerl.ﬂ} Lad, and thaush they contain
the germs of a living squab, ib will gu:mml]_'.- die in the shell. Very
small eggs yive rarely a yolk, in them, and vory Inrge ones have gonerally
a doubla yolk. The latter almost fnpariably dig during incubatiom,
thongh instances have been known of two healthy young ones boing
hatched and reared ffom them. Goed eggs have a snfooth appeamnece,
and o few honrs after being lnid, o round air spot, nsoally ot one
end of them, will be observed on holding thom up to the light. Tho
hen lava her second egg forty-five hours aftoe the first, or very nearly ab
two o' elock on the third day, nnd this is an almpat invariablo rale whon
all goes well, Tho first ege being replaced in Jho nest, inpubation then
commoences, and in n.nu,nleen eomplote days, more or less; nceording o
the weather, breed, and oloseness of sitting, the young are hatched.
There is o great differcnce in the breeding powers of hen pigeons,
and those that lay oftenest during their first seazon with®ut any foreing,
generally beeed for more sessons than such as lay only twice or Ehrice
in their first seazon, When a hen lnys single opgs to o nest it is
gﬂmral[y'a sign that her procreative powers are drawing to o close, or
that she is being nonaturally forced.
When the oggs have been sat on for three foll days, it may be deter
mined almost Rurely whether they nre fortile or not. When held agminst
a astront light, the heart and blood vessels branching from it, of the
embryo squab will be clearly scen in a good cpz. When no such ap-
pearance is visible, the ezg is bad, or, as happens cccasionally, it boas not
been sat on cleaely, if fertile ; bul in such a caso, anolher day shomld
determine whether it be good or bad. In a week o good egg & qnite
opaque when held against the light, and besomes of a blue cglour.
Should o newly Inid egg get chipped by the claw of the old bird,
or by other sccident, so long as othe skin below the shell be nob
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broken, thero is hope for it. A good thing to mend sueh a flaw iz the
marginal paper round shootg of postoge stemps, o plece of which the
fancier shonld alwaye- keep in his pocket. Early in the semsen, thin-
sholled eggs are often Inid, and ench geverslly get broken before boing
eat on many days. Should the fancier find his hon pigeons lnying many
ogEs Wil_ﬂl}llt; ghells or with thin shells, it is time for him to attend to
Emir gupply of old*lime and gravel. Sometimes o good egg will pet very
much indented o fow days befove i®is doe to rntu:h. So long ns the skin
be not broken, angl it scoms to g'i}t. tongher day by day, the indented
sholl may be carefully patehed up with gupmed paper. .

As o role, young pigeons that requive assistance from thy egy ave not
worth the trouble i connectign with them, Shortfaced tumblers are
an exopption; but all other breods, if possessed of the neeessary
strongth to devefbp into healthy birds, shonld be fllowed to hoteh with.
out any interference whatever.

Young pigeons when hatehed ave very helpless objects, but grow so
fost when all moes well that m great increnso in their size may be ohserved
day by day. They are horn blind and eoverced with a yellow down, which,
however, varies mueh negording to the eolour thoy are to be. Yilvers and
yollows aro hatehed with havdly any down on them, and this is n good
indication of these colourz, Yellows of the doepest and richest tint are,
however, not hatehed so thinly ecoverad as thoso of o washed-out or
mealy bue, sufh ns iz too often the cnse with many of our yollow
pigeons, nnd attention to this will be no ungertain indication of
the quality of colour that will be devoloped in dne time inn noawly-
hatched squab., When o week old, the young ones will ba well stubbed
over with feathers, which in anothor weel will bave bogun to break,
and give o good iden of eolour and marking, IE, doring this time, n
duiky inereasa in eize boe not observed, or if one keeps gai?ng Behind the
other, somothing i=s wrong ; but unless the want is evidently frém lack
of food or warmth, nothing can bo done with squabs so young., The
bowels or digestive organa are ont of order, and they seldom coms
right. The yonng of all small and hardy pigeona are as big as their
parents at from fonr to five weeks old, when they will leave the nest
and soon begin to feed themeslves,

Feeders, such as common pigeons, Deagoons, Antwerps, and the strong
and coarse specimens of fancy variefies, are used as nurses for the more
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chaies breads, and, although there i much misundersianding as to tho
powers of oven really good birds in their sbility to suesessfully rear their
own youug, feeders may bo advastageously wmade use of in many
instanees = but 2o long as good birds do perform their natural fonetions,
a3 the great majority are well able to do, it ia but natnral to allow them
to do go. Unless other egus or young ones be given to pigogua Fﬂ'lll:l- have
boon deprived of their own, they will often lny fmin mueh Rop1Er
than they wonld otherwisg do, and ®len this is often repented hbtlmlg
bot disaster ean result in the end. Sru:h unonturally foreed eggs are
ofen thin-shelled, nnfertile, gr, Hm;.r cnnf:nm birds, they wvery often
come to ngthing. Rather than -11]¢'-'i‘ good hens to overlay them-
golves, if thoy cannot bo sapplied with substitutes in eggs or young
ones, they should be pemned up for o time, which will give their
systems the noadful Tost. B

The nsual pair of egrs laid by the hen pigeon gencrally result in o
cock and hem, but so many instances cccur of two cocks or two hens
being prodneed in n nest that it is never salesto rockon on the sex of young
ones, Certain indications of the sex of his Foung pigeons will soon
present {Bemselves to an cxperienced fanciorg and, at the same time,
where many young onea are beed, thers will nsually bo one or iwo whose
gox will puzzle the moet experienced faneier for o long time.

Odd birds in a Ioft, be they cocks or hons, are always very fronble-
gome. Suoch should always be removed to o place b} themsolves, or
common mates procured for them, when they may be used as fooders.

Plgeo‘n: are o productive that they often increnso foster than
mmmo-ﬂntwn can be provided ; but nothing militatos more aguinst
success in resring young enes than overcrowded lofts, which are a
fortile eauso of dizease, and when goch does aot in, the best scom to dis
first, ot least)they are more missed than tho worst, which is rbout
the trifth of it. When every rosnlt of an overcrowded loft ia considorod,
gnch ns extra expense for food, exire tronble in nttendance, and the intro-
duction of disesse, it wonld be fonnd to pay far beotter to nso an un-
sparing hand in killing off fanlty young ones, which seldom pay any-
thing like their eost,

Many fanciors separate the cocks from the hens during the winter
season, agd where there is cvery conveniomce for deing so it may be
& good plan.  When all nesting places are laid bare of their fornishings,
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there is but little indocement for the birds to breod during the short
daye of winter, It ia at%east nunatural for the sexes to lose tha
companionship of cach biher during®sovern] months of the year, and they
have always scomed to mo to thrive much bettor when loft together.
When ﬂll‘fﬂ-l:i]itins for breeding are romoved, as the birds begin to geb
deop in gnonlt, and not replaced till the boginning of spring, thore will
ke no tronhle (*x}'l‘ﬂrlu!ll.‘vﬁ on this acconnt, from pouters ot lonst,
though many of the small and .h_:.td_-,' kindam of pigoons will not talke
advantage of sueh & long rest. 5

Whon feedera aro employed, Aho egga of the good birds may bo givin
to tho fecders, if of the same age, or if one or two days olier, but it is
not safe to risk any Preator diffewonce in the ago of tho ergs, becnuse, if
hatched before tl:er soft meat comes on them, the feeders will not feed
them nz o role. In chanzing voong ones, lot t.hum bo o fow doys
oldér than thosa they replace, and they will have so much additional
enre.  When young birda are well feathered it is often unsnfe fo change
them, as tho feeders begin 6 know tho difference in their appooranes,
and will oceasionally eifher not feed them or drive them opt of their
nest. Some feeders arc%ery valuable, from the care they bestow on any
Foung ones given them, and o barren hen is often best of all in this
respect.  An egp pluced in hor nest will be taken to, and, nfter tho
interval of a dny it may be removed, and a fresh pair of egge from
soma choioe pm; of birds gi'reﬁ to her, when sho nnd her mate will freat
them as their own, and rear them sueeessfnlly in many instnneces,
Barren hens have this advantage, that they can be made to wait till
, their owner has & usc !‘gr them, The woral of feedora is, that they look
50 bad among good pigeons, and on this account thoy shonld alwaya
be kept in somo separate loft if possible. A place for d:nftmg young
ones info is also a great convenience, for they soon becoms troublesome
among breeding birda. A

Tho cloments of sneeess in  breeding good faney pigeons may ho
bricfly summed np as follows :—Well bred stock birds, properly paired
in repard to their own and their aneestral form, sapplied with good
food and clean water, provided with proper breeding accommodation,
not overcrowded, kopt clean, and tended with all reasonnble caro by ons

who has their wolfare and thelove of them thoroughly at hearts
w
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CQLOURS OF FANCY PIGEONS.

L
Tur colour of the wild blue rock pigeon is fonnd in nearly sll domesticated
faney breeds of pigen;n, and this faet iz regarded ns ond of the proofs of
their descent from it. The British blus rock pigeon differs from its
congener in Asin in hnving & white rnmp, and this differenco also oxists in
fanoy pigeons of 5 blue eolour, which are, hlwever, always preforrod to
be blue rumped for the sake of uniformity. Many shades of the blna
colour are fonnd in tame pigeons, the ono in most request being o Tich
even dark blue, neither ronning toe dark nor smoky in hue, nor too light
and silyery in tome, The neek of o bluo pigonn, of tho bopt shado of

- eolour, ia dark, and sparkles with a metallie green and purple lustre.

Two black bors eross the wings, and they shonld bo qm'h!I black, thongh,
from croszing of the colours in breeding, many blue pigoons are fanlty in
this respect. The tail and flight feathers are mush darker in shade than
tho shonlders, and the former are marked with black nerosa their ends,
forming, when thoy are ontspread, a bond of "black, The outer tail
feathers nre margined with white on their onter cdgo ns for na the black

band. 5 .

-

The bine rock pigpeon, when partinlly dofmesticatod in field dovecotes,
begins to alter in colour, and the wing coverts nssume a dappled appen-
ance, belng cherquered on cach fosther with blaek. The dovehouse pigeon,
asit is ealled, has been considered by rome o distinet variety from the blua
rock : hut I have always found both the elear bloe and blue-chequored
varictics living together in all the feld dovecotes whero T heve obscrved
thess eemi-wild pigeons. And not only in this conntry, but in India,
where semi-wild pigeons inhabit teveples, mosques, and ruined buildings,
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both variotios may bo fonnid living together. The blue-chequered colour,
like the bine, is found in mos kinds of faney pigeons, and may be eon-
giderod tho origin of aM the curion# spangling aud choquering that exist
in numercus kinds of pigeons,

The first decided change in eolour of the blue rock pigeon, sfter the
rhoqnon‘a voriety, is where the whole plumage alters toared tink.  This
vurintion, also fohnd in most kinds of tamo pigoons, is known as
mealy.  The blue is replaced by :l.'h'llitt‘snhra'-wn tint, and the neck and
wing bars becomg dark red. “'Imu the mealy colonr is improved by
selection, it can bo made into & very besptiful colour, ns in the mofy
ghow :'lntt';'ﬂl'p. _-'n:a the bloa r.'|:|]1’.-1|:|:' hc:pul.cs L':}lq}ﬂ::{lrﬂkwilh hluc}r.
g0 tho mealy bocomen chegquered grith red, and iz enlled n red cheguor.

These fonr colours, the blne, blue cheguer, mealy, and red chequer,
are, then, the wlost original and mest erude colonrs in tame pigeons,
and they are the fonndation of all other eolonrs fonnd in pigeons.

Besides the bloe and mealy colours, there fa what may bo considored
an offshoot of the formera-the zilver. In this colour the body tint
agsumes a don hue, and€he neck and wing bars bocome of & d-:l.rkur dnn.
Thers are two show shodes of silvers, known as brown barred snd black
barred, They bear the same relation to each other as the whole-colonred
duns, fonnd in corciers and barbs. The earricr dun iz soft and roddy
while the barb dun is often very deep and merging into black., Although
the dark-barred"silver is called blaek barred, this is guite o misnomer,
for real black bars on a dun tinted body colour are, I boliove, incom-
patible with natore. -

When the reddish tint of a mealy pigeon is changed to buff the neck
and bars become }-e]lcm-,' sod this colonr i3 known in the funcy az yellow
mealy, which 15 a soft and beantiful colour, sometimes seen in grest
perfeetion in ponters.  Another barred colour found :m pigeons is
powdered blue, a5 in the Mahomet. The head, neck, and slbulders
of thiz bird ace all tipped with a frosted silver colonr, the bars across its
wings and tail remaining of an intense black, This colour has been
engrafted on the blue owl pigeon, but cnly in a degree, and a variation
of it i known as powdered gilver.

The barrgd colonrs of pigecns, therefors, include blue with black
bars, gilver with don bars, mealy with red bars, yellow mpaly with
yollow bars, and powdered blue, ms in the Mabomet. As powdered
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silvers sud powdered Dblues are fonnd in owls, though not with sueh
an intense powdering us in the Mahemet, gowdered mealies and yellow
mealios might, T think, be bred in 4mo, if wished for. Some of the
mealy ehow Antwerps have already mmch powdering on their head and
nock feathors. Through inter-breeding with other colours, there aro o
great nnmber of off-coloured barred pigeons, such ns kite- 'Ll'n'rﬁﬂl blonea
and reddish-barred bloes 3 but all such ere uudu_:ﬁr:ﬂ.}]u cach '|:ID-|3:|I'
colour being required pure ud' itself, vBd necompanied with sound bors to
anit it. ;

When colour fails eltogether in mmrm]g, an nlbino or wlu’t.u specimen
is the resuliy and such are fonnd nmang doveeote pigeons, Albinos,
when bred with coloured pipeons, 1:1'@11:1:1: partigolonred young, and
this is the foundation of all white markings in fancy pigeons. A rarce
froak of nature, howtver, than sn albine, is when tRe normal colour
of an animal iz turned into blaek, whioh is koown as o melanoid.
Molancida occur in animals living in o state of wnature, such as
leopards, jnckals, hares, and ralbits. T howe not known of this natural
change oceurring in field doveestes, but thore gan be little doubt that
the black Tolour in tame pigecns is owing togthis natural propensity,
and that it iz the foundation of nll whole rolid colours, such as red,
yellow, nud dun. These solid colours, to be in perfection, should ba
uniform all ever the bird, and not fall away to o lighter shado on the romp,
wings, tail, belly, thighs, or vent. They advones in valfie necording to
the difieulty of prodocing thom, blacks and dons being easy of
sequisition, eompared with reds and yellows, which Inttor are the choicest
eolonrs :in'fﬂ.nny pigeons. To bo scen in perfection, they must be seen
on o whole-feathered bird, or ot loast on o bird whoso standard
of marking does not require o white flight and tail, for the colour
of thess in !; whole-feathered red or yellow is the crocial poink in
judginge of theie quality of colour. Black, red, and yellow of tho
choicest shoades must be lustrona, with metallic sheen, the black being
groen and the red greenish-purple, in certain lighta. Yellow has also an
orange lustre, interspersed with light green on the neek leathors, but
there are but fow yellow pigeons that show such rich colour, and it
requires o strong light to show it, even when prozsenl. Duu pf the dark
shade, as jo barba, if dark and solid, aleo shows o groenish lostre; bnt
the light or dull dun, so often seen gn earriers, seldom carries any lustre
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boyond tho neck fenthers. This Iatter shade of dun colour, which is an
off colonr in pll high-clazs Dnpey pigeons, exceph carriors, ofton fades with
the advancing yenr, and when the bird gots its new foathera at the
monlting soason it has then an ugly mottled appearance till they are all
ronewed ; but they gradually tono deown to a uniform appecrones, nnd
the a:mi;' thing happens with many silvor pigoons to o greator or leas
lil.ugme. Thera is & whola bloe colonr, without dark necl, flichts, or tail,
and in which the bleck bars are waliting, Tt should be pniform in shade
all over the birdgand may bo e::n'g in gomo Indian pigeocns.

In some kinds of German pigeuns,, the, wing bars, both in barred sand
golid-eolonred verieties, are changed to white, or are morkgl with white
on the bar featherapbut this is,a kind of marking, composed of white
and colonr, that will be treated in its proper anr_'n and doss not come
within the scope 8f this chapter.

Many Gorman snd oriental pigeons sro spangled or laced on the
shoulders, such as hyacinths and blondinettes, but all such spangling
or lacing is composed of a dvmbination of the colours I have detailed as
belonging to fancy pigesns, whether accompanied with white or not.

Some pigeons aro clothed in two distinct colounrs, such a8 the arch-
pogel. This senson T bred a pigeon eoloured in o woy that has never
before come under my observation, viz., n mealy, with black shouldors,
4 combination of colour that I wonld not have belicved possible, and
it is nearly cledn ent, like a good turlit, There is aleo the combined
colour known as almend, or yellow spangled with black, besidos many
others, such as bronzed kite amd golden dun, White markings on n
eoloured groond and coloured markings on o white pround are logion in
faney pigeons, the Edmo constitnting the cloims of meny to be
considered ns separnte varicties, and cach will bo roferred to in turn.

Th® edvunce from the normal blue may be traced as followh :—
Blae with hlagk bars, .
Biug ehoguerod with black (hlne chequar).
Whole Black,
Mealy with red bars, n nstorn] change from the blue,
Alealy cheguarod with red (rod ehequor ),
Whaols red,

i'!'.llI with yellrw bars, r nainrml changa lrrm tha hlue o mealy.
uil eheqrered winh yellow (yellow cheguoer

E'hnbu yablow,

il b don hars, Eangn B

il p W "muu'??“’ st

Whole dan, ry

All the barred, chequered, and solid® colonrs are fonnd in gome varictios
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of faney pigeons, while only somo of them oxist in others : but whorever
blue, black, red, and yellow oxist, the cdhor colonrs may be got if
wanted, which they seldom are, being eonsidored off eolours and of little
value, The black, red, and yollow, whon in the most lnstrouns perfoction,
have o beanty that may bo equalled but is not surpnssed by the
plumage of any birds whatever, bui it is seldom they gre 'geuu in
perfoction, nnd then only in some variotios of fanoy ffigeons, Tt musk,

have takes long sges of ogrofnl brefling to bring the black, red, and
yellow colonrs to perfection, 2
-
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EXHIBITING ﬁf GEONS.

L]

PrzEox shows have probably been catablished in England for ns long
a period a3 nny‘sh{:-we for the exhibition and cum.i:[wi&un of snch fancy
stock., Tho *° ordinances for jndging almond tumblers® dato back to
1764, and it is likely that long before this time, the pigeon foncicrs of
the metropolis had their ofeetings for the comparison of their pigeons.
Befora the days of radways, soch meetings could only take place in
some lerge contre, near w0 which thero were resident many h:qedma, and
an instanes of this kind may be found in Lancashire, where ghows for
the exhibition of gold and silver mooney fowls have cxisted for timo
ont of mind. Theshow systom of the prosent day has sprung np doring
the lifetime &f the present generation, and somo of tho prineipal
exhibitions draw together birds and their ownera from nll ovor tho
conntry, The chiel of these mectingsare the ovents of the year in the
pigeon fancy, and determine who are the ownera or breeders of the best
spocimens of cach respective variety. Fanciers look forward to them
as opportunities for meeting such ns are like-minded with themselves ;
witere they may compara their own stock with that of #h.ern 3 dispose
of the good birds they have for gale, and purchase such others*az they
may be in need of themselves, A wisit to ot least one of the chief shows
in each season is bemeficial to the fancior in many ways, and may cither
eonfirm him in his good opimion of his own hirds, or enlighten him as
to their demerits; for it is often the caso when ono stays too much at
home, tha he imscnsibly contracis cxaggerated ideas of hie own birds,
having no opportunity of secing the progress made by others,

There are now ogreat number of abowa held overy yearin this conntry,
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where prizes of move or loss valoe are offored for the best specimens
of faney pigeons, and there can bo no doubt That it is owing to this faot,
that good birds have yenr by year inore®sed in valud, till the snm of £100
has beon paid on more than ono ocension for a choice specimen. Sums
varyiog from £25 fo L350, are by no means nueommon for really firat-rato
birds of the high-class varieties, and an oconsional sale of thes kind
ennblos the breeder to ronlise o Eou.'.'.l oqnivalont Fur. his ontlay ond.
tronble in the production clegoed birds., Really good pigeons are always
ealoable, and as the best bivds are genesally bred from ®ach as are not
thitusalvea of the very highests show forms, but from jodicions matching
up, the broeder can generally afford to pass away his best show
birds, or some of thom, for & considerstion. On this account many of
the most suceessinl brgoders of pigeons exhibit Lot selflom in a season,
boing satisfed if thoy make their mark at some good show, where
they dispose of what they have to prrt with, and then concentente their
efforts for the next breeding seasom. Many of the best show pigeons
spond their existences ina round of u;l:ﬁbiﬁng. and often produce, in
consequencg, nothing of note, The pitcher o often to the well, but
gets broken ot last, nnd the constant knookidk about of good birds,
many of which bave to be of n matare age before they can attain show
form, tells on them soomer or later. The domage thoy sustain is uot
done s0 mmch in going to shows as in retorning from them, for when
severn] handreds of birds are despatched from o show to destinations
north, sonth, cast, and weat, some may lie half & dayat o station befors
being etarfed homewnrds, and whon they do reach their destinations
alive, which is not always tho case, they may hyve already received so
much unseon injury as will sooner or Intor canso their death. To puard
against such resolis, many either go with their birds to shows or send
them in chargeeof their servants ; when neither plan can be adopted
some risk must be run.

Pigeons may be sent fo ghows in boxes or baskots. Boxes are liable
to breakages, and when made extra strong and heavy aro expensive in
the wey of carringe. Baskets are lighter, but, from their openness,
are not so desirable in cold weather, unless covered with coarso
canvas. Both boxes and baskets are made in compartments *eapable of
holding from one to a dogzen birds. Fig. 9 is o box for holding two
pouters, of & pattern loag in use in fotland. It measnures 16in. long by

E2
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. &in, wide, apd Sin, deep inside, 1t is divided, diagonally, into two com-
partmonts, ench having an imsido lid, picreed with holes for ventilation.
The birds are placed in<i, in eppoake directions, und a eouple of air holea
at the broad end of ench compartment are sufficient to give vontilation.
The inside lids are an inch below the fops of the sides, which have
notches |;-1:t- ip them, eo that when tho outside lid is shuta freo current
= of air may pass thlough. The air holes roprescated in the fgure nre
sufficient, and none should be madsin the sidgs of the box ot in the ends

whero the tailseof the birds arg tobe. What is vequired is sufficient

- ventilution to carry off the hea} and breath of tho birds, When this
is mot given, they will be taken out of o clpss box, even ingthe coldest

= Fug, S =TeavErura Box ron Piokoss,

wintor weather, as w;l: a5 if spaked in water. Boxes on the samo
priveiple as shown, may be made with any nomber of dn'luiﬂni, butb six
are usoally the greatest number, for convenienecs in hsnﬁhng The
wiza of esch compartment may vary, according to the breed thoy are to
bo used for, but they shonld always be made no larger than required, for
when o bird has the least exira room, it is apt to turm, or attempt
ta turn, whon its plumage ofton gets mueh damaged.

z Baskets are made exnetly on the same principle g3 the hoxes deseribed,
and are, 1%hink, prefernble on the whole. When divided into compart-
ments by saileloth or strong eanvas, they form very good paskages for
pizeons.  Good oblong baskets, meafuricg about 20in. by 12in., such as

- W . & R O O e T & T e e iy, |
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fruiterers often scll for 1s, Gd. or 25., may be made into eapital exhibition
baskets by dividing them inlo compurimewts with cauvas, rs in Fig, 10,
which ia n plan for dividing such s basked into ckght compartments, each
10in. by 4lin. at the wide, and 1iin. ot the narrow ends, suitable for such
small pigeons ns tarbits or owls.  Jacobivs nre bolter sont in canvas than
basket work divizions, and fautails should have large and lﬂE:}' .:T_u:.ﬂ]-]inml
compartmonts to zave their tails from being broken of destroyed,

The greater number of fgney pigeols muy bo sont to exhibitions withont
any préparption ot home, exeept 1.|I.‘|.'::"ill casos whorgy the birds are of
aft extra wild nainre somo ;.:-‘-1imin:u:.'_pm:::.iuf_; muy be of advantage,
in renderingthem to some extont at home in o show pen. Some, however,
and sspecially pouters, really require g, considerabda training to enable

them to be shown with
-||'|" Y
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advantaze, and this " will
ba referred to0 mors
partienlarly  elsewhere.
Pigeons ghould in all
casos be shown im 2 gf
clean E.LI:I..t-c."_. AR many =

S
|
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.
judgea lay considerable -“E‘-—\% I \

siress on this point, nnd

althongh a pgood bird
can mever look very bhad
thongh dirty, ono equally

Fig. 10.=FPrax vor Procox Baseur.

good in !-Z_I-l'-'ﬂeku plumage looks vory muoch better, A good deal may be
done for dirty birds by careful washing with soap and =oft water; but
washed birds have never the finish of those thit do not roquire ik, A
practice that cannot be too strongly depreented ia oiling or greasing the
plumaga of ﬁlﬁ'ennﬁ to improve their colour. Birds so treated sh#nld
never feceivo notice at the hands of o judge.

The best exhibition pens for pigeons are those of galvanised wire, of
the beghive shape, nod o good thing for strewing them with is the hnsk
of oate, thongh coarze pine sawdnst 4 bottar Ehan nothing., Each pen,
or at least each couple, should have water and food tins so placed
that the birds can réach them without trouble. Whon thrown on the
bottom of the pen the food pets soiled, and heavily-wattled pigoons
accustomed to feed from hoppers are nnable to feed from the floor.
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For judging pouters, n large show pen should always be provided, as
it ia impossible to judge t]ll."ll.:ll properly otherwise ; anid vnlese exhibitors
ste the procesa of adjndieation firl' themaelves, they should bo sparing
of eriticiam afterwards, na ponters, being pigeons chieily of shape and
earriage, look very differant whon standing on o bleck, than when on

their mattle in the show pen.
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CHAPTER VIII o R

- o
DISEASES OF *PIGEONS.
- .

Tue choicost kinda of fancy pigeons are subject to many diseases, no
doubt arising in mady instancea from hereditary eaused.  Where o large
stock is kopt, the pens set apart for sick birds will seldem be altogether
nntenanted, for whether much doctoring be practised oun them or not,
ailing pigeons will have more chance of resovery when put in hospital
than when left among the healthy birds, who oftop treat them veryronghly.
Tho eye of the experienced fancier soon detechs a pigeon thot ia outof
sorts, a dizinclination for food or for the bath, a peculinrity in its
flight or walk, and many other signs proclaim eomething wrong. As
delay can only complicate matiors, smeccess in the treatment of a sick
bird may often b attained by doing what may be done quickly. For
my own part I may say that T never bad much succoss in treating
pigeons with medicines, thot I have found their netion very uncortain,
and that Abont the same number of sick ones recover, in eortain illnessos,
whethor drugged or not, For belter refercn#e I shall trent of the
principal discases fancy pigeons are liable to in nlphabetical order.

Borels, f::ﬂ-xmmuffon of —The most fatal disesse of fanoy pigeona
is inflammation of tho bowels. Nearly all have it at somo period of
their lives, and a large proportion before the completion of their frat
moult, Tt may almost be called the distcmper of pigeons, and may be
known by the knddled up appearance of the bird. The diseaseis some-
times so rapid in its sction that in a few days the bird ia rednesd to
nothing but skin and bone. The pewer of flight is soon lost, and the bird
retises 'i'nilu a corner. When fArst ohserved, the pipeon so effected
should be secluded, snd have aceggs to old lime. The best remedy I
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bave found for this disease, which is koown in the fancy as * going
light,"" ia from six to ten greps of Iudsnum in a teaspoonfal of water,
daily., Nothing scomg to do the deast good in many enses; but when
the bird survives ten days of illness, there is always good hopo of its
nltimate rocovery, When this disonse attacks Young pigeons in the nest,
which i# does in very many cascs, there is no hopo of their recovery,
but I fiave knowa them, when not atéacked till afx wocks olil, come
throngh very severs attacks of it. ®The most fatal time for them, when
once able to iy and do for them®elvos, is during their firat monlt, and
those that pass that period without bnving this distemper, sometimes
take it during their sccond year, and not unfrequently ghen feeding
young ones. After,this period, they are comparatively safe, and their
eystems so hardensd that if they do take it they are able more casily to
throw it off, thaugh there are exeeptions. [ should thivk that smong
the more choice vorioties of funey pigeons something like 50 per ceat.
have to go through this distemper in o more or less sovers form.
Many do not coneider o biwd safe till it has passed through it fn some
form or other, and aftgr safely passing through it mony consider o bird
about twice as valuablo,ns it was befors, so many have P succnmb
to its effects. Those that recover from very severs abtacks may ba
reckoned on 88 good for several years. In the worst cases it is astenish-
ing kow soon they recover when they once take the turn for the better ;
they seem to get heavy about as fast as they got light. In this diseage
it is better to keep them from food for some days after seclusion,
giving only water. They have genorally o great desire to oat, but when
it iz found that the food decs not pass from the crop, as it often dores
not, it can only do hatm and hasten their death. I refer, of conrss,
to the worsi cases, each of which must bo treated on its own merits,
and by eareful observation of the state of the crop cach mitning. When
the food is found to pass from the erop freely, one or two days tolal
abstinence ot the commencemont of the illness is all that iz necossnry to
give the requisite rest to the inflamed or uleerated bowels, and at the
samg timo allow the landanum to have its soothing effect, When the dung,
from an offensive green appearanes, boging to changns to n more healthy
state, the rLeovery of the bird may be reckoned on.

Canker is n diseare that makes snd havoe in a loft of pigeons, when it
gots established. I have generally fgand it make its appearance in over-
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erowded pigeonries, but it is undonbiedly most infoctious, and may
often ba introduced by an infected bird, nok necossarily snffering from
it at the time of its introduction, bu® having in*its aystom the seeds
of the disease, which by the time it shows itsoll, makes any mensures
for the protection of the other birda abortive. Although foul water may
not bo the canse of an ontbreal of canker in a loff, the ;-.'.-Lu:; from
which they drink in common has much to do with the asprend of it,
but beyond separating the infpeted bird% and paying regard to oloanliness
and veotilation, I cannot advise any :uaphod of retardisg it when once
thorwughly established in a lofy, for it will ron its course, and, when in
& govere form espoil o whole sesson's work in breeding, not disappearing
till the advent of cold weather. When this disense s taken thorongh
root in o loft, almost Jovory young bird of choice bmsd will become
infectad with it at from two to four weeks old, even though tho feedars
do not themselves have it. Few recovor from it, the strain om their
systems when so yoong being too great. Canker wonld somotimes seem
to be the dircct result from fonl drinking-%ater and divky foed, os
pigeons ﬂ:nt- aro sent long distancos by sen inve®iably become infoctod
by it, whon not kept serupulonsly elean. The be® guard against an ong-
break of canker is strict attention to cleanliness, no overcrowding in the
loft, and great caro in introducing fresh birds during the broeding scason.
I, myzeli, have never bad a eanker epidemic nmong my pipeons sll throngh
& breeding season, but more than onco it has appeared in my pigeonry
about the end of July, and almoat every young one hatehod thoroafter ling
become ﬂrﬁ'l."ehd with it. It takos various forms ; frst in the throat, in
which form it appears, to a greater or lesser ﬁ:tﬂﬂi}. as Inmps of chopsy
looking matter, which, if only small and at the entranco of the throat, so
as not to interfers with the swallowing, may be often enred by being
tonched with nﬂ;utﬂ of silver or alum ; but if of Inrge extont, and doe
down in the throat, so ns to provent swallowing, it eanses death from star-
vation. Canker sometimes forms in the head, below ono eye, and it will
then often grow so rapidly that in o fow dnys it will distort tho head ont
of all proportion and eanse death. [ have never beon ablo to onre this
form of it. Agmin, the upper or under mandible fs often affocted and
beeomes swollen aod disterted, preventing the squab from Being. fed,
Painting the sores with tineture of perchloride of iron, or with glycerinoe
and carbolic acid (six or eight of ti# former to one of the laiter) has
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been advised by some; bub nitrato of silver or powdered alum, aceording
to others, is more ofiencicgs. Conloer of the beak snd eye wattles of
earriers and barbs smay be treated in the eame way, and then covered
with starch or plaater of Paris ; and common ealt is said to boe o cure for
the small tumours enlled small pox, that sometimes nppear on the wattlos
of carﬁera;

Cold in pigeofs may be known by & ranning at tho nostrils and oyes.
It becomes more or loss sovors oording tE ita restriction to the upper
or lower air passages. !\IurE or lesa deposit of cankerous looking
matter will take place in severs eases, Jut warmth and an apericns will
gonerally effect o cure. What is knownas the onc-eyed,gold is a more
serions complaints Tn this ogly one of the bird's eyoes is effected. The
lids get muech swollen and close over the eye, from which, and from
the nostrils and month as well, matter nnneml]y‘mnn for a week or two,
The infammation iz sovers while it Insts, which ia often for a fortnight
or three weeks, but seclusion from drmuoght, and bathing with woarm
water twice daily, will almost always result in eure, withont the use of
any medicing, .

The Core.—This is astumonr that grows in or near tho ve‘nt, and is not
of very common ocourrence. When in the vent, the bird will be seen
pecking at the part, and on examination there will be found what looks
like a prolapsns of that organ, wet and bloody. After o fow dnya this will
barden and by up, and when the seab comes away the core will bo with it.
The core was 8o called by the old writers on account of its resomblancae
to the core of an apple. When it comes on the bally, somewhers near
the vent, its presence will be nnsuspected till diseovored by hecident, A
hard lnmp will be felf on handling the bird, and on removing the fonthers
the skin will be found stretched over it like o not,  On cutting the skin,
fae core, which is like a small shelled walnut, will coffe nway easily, if
ripe. I have not sten more then eight or ten ocases of thw core in
thousands of pigeons.

Diarrliwe.—During the moulting season gome birds will for soveral
weeks bo affected with n more or less severe dinrchoen, and pass nothing
but fluid matter. The best remedy for this is o plentiful sapply of old
lime, and they generally recover as they get throngh the moult. If a
bird so affected loses flosh, s chango to a more binding kind of food will
be of service. ]
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Dizeases of the Joints—See ¥ Wing DHscase."”

Eqy Bornd.—During o cold spring, or whgn matohed np too early in
tho season, many hen pigeons become ggz bound and lose the power of
their limbs, Such shoull bo carcfully watohed, as thoy are liable to
very rongh treatment from their mates and oflier pigeons in the loft. IF,
when placed on their nests, they do not pasa the egr ot the time ntda;r it
should come, a teaspoonful of treacle will generally dergood ; but a few
drops of sweet oil passed into the vent #ith a feather will also much assist
them. Some deliente hens among Ehm"tf:u:ed tumblerg are constantly
affegied in this way, and the Fesult in i.arm,rlmp: from such is so little
24 o be not wgrth the trouble ip councetion with them. A hen that loses
the powor of her limba, from laying too éatly in the semson, should be kopt
apart for o month or six weeks, to enablo her to reeruit her strongth.

Flesh Ten—This difease was o form of wing discas® smong the old
writers ; but apart from wens in ¢onneetion with the joints, sush tamours
somotimes appear on the erown of the head and betwesn the beak and
eves of pouters and other birds. They appear s small pea-ahuped,
movable lnmps, and should be cot oot bofore Shey attain larga size.
The skin mal be epencd with o sharp knife aud the tumonr aasily pressed
out, unless attached to the bone, which it sometimes is, when it must
ke ent away, but it ia then likely to grow again,

Gizzard follen wns the old term for what is really o displacement
of the bowels. Pouter benz nre very subjest to it after*throe or four
years of age, and carriera and barbs alse, Thero is ne eoro for it, though
birds so affected will live a few months. T have never known a cock
ponter with this discase, but have often scen young ones affected
with it in the nest, when it has always proved fatal In my experience.

Gotng Light.—(Bee * Bowels.”")

Gorging.—Ti%s is an ailment of ponters, and more especially of sush
as have avell-developed crops, the best birds in this respect having to
be carcfully waiched. The old enro was to pass the bird throngh the log
of n stocking and hang it up till the food pessed off ; but the same
result may be attained by placing the bird in o narrow box, padded ot
one end to sepport ihe crop, =0 as to allow the food to pass into the
stomach. Large eropped ponters, when nllowed to feod their goung, aro
very apt to gorge, some doing so invariably ; but when this happens from
their taking too much wator, this magbe pressed ont of them by gently
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squeczing the erop till they disgorge it, when they will be right again pe
in a short time. When, wowever, the orop is so gorged ns to contain -
nearly as mueh as o weight of® the whele bird, it is o bad sign, and it /.?"

will thon bo found that neithor the stocking nor Lox remody will ba of & 1

ANy TE, for the stomnch has lost its power of aetion. The crop may
then Jbe gnt open, clezned ont and sewn up again, tho inner and cuter
skins being mr‘nful!y sewn separately, This operation is often sucecess-
fully performed, but in many cates it i3 oy no use, as the powers of the
stomnch have Become im.puirwi and ns spon as the bied is nt Hberty it
will speedily be gorged agaip, nothingethat is caten passing int® the
stomnch. From this conse many of the best poutor piseons ever seen
bhave died, and #ith those Wost developed in crop it will always be
one of their Enmp]:l.int:s most to bo feared, gnsidus cntting the erop
open in bad emses of gorging, Moore esays, * Others will tie that part
of the erop in which the undigested ment lies, tight ronnd with o string
and let it rot off. This method never fails, though it spoils the shape
of the crop.’t With a pdhter considered volunble for stock, and post his
best show days, o eftailment of crop is not any dr::l.wh.nik, but rather
the reverse. Charcoal®capenles pra naefnl for preventing the corruption
of the food in the crop of a gorged pouter, and copaiba capsules aro
used to make them disgorge, and are very eflective somelimes, A
pouter should bo attended to on showing the least signs of beooming
gorged ; dr_'i;]r is dangerous.

Insects.—Pigeons are apt to be infested with several kinds of inseots,
The featber lonse is lLarmless, ns far as ever I saw, rmmiIl seoms to be
common to all pigemis. It is fonnd chiefly about the neck [eathers, and
requires the nataral heat of the bird to keep it alive, for on the death
of n bird they may be seen crowding up towards itz head, in o zort of
Eorpid state, The pigeon louse iz tronblesoms on all s‘irdn unablo from
& mulformed boak to preen themselves, and whon allowed to inhrease, for
want of alittle bloe cintment, renders their lives truly miserable,  Short-
facod tumblors are a5 linble as any to these lice, and sghonld be examined -
frequently by blowing up the fenthers sbont the vent, A little mer-
enrial aintment rubbed about that part, avsd onder the wings, will kill
all that somo in contact with it. Ticks, I think with Mr. Brent, proceod L‘__’,
from o flat iy that may be sometimes seen ronning over ygung pigeons,
and hiding among their feathers® This fly (which is difficult to catsh,
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and difficnlt to kill when eaught, for it is so tough that it can searccly
be squeczed to doath between the fivger and ghumb) is not often seen.
Ticks arve the largest of thoe insccts thet infost pigeon housss, and are
fortunately, at lesst in my experienco, not very common., I have nover
beon much froubled with mites, but have known oflers who were, in such
comntless thonzands, that during o whole breeding senson every sucdhasive
nest of young ones was covered with them, cansing tho death of many, I
suppose they are of the same alm't,ef verfiin that tronble ennary breeders.
Fleas are the commonest kind of insects !-!mt infest pigegn houses, nnd
are awvays present when breeding is going on, at lenst in my place and in
many others I Jgiow of. They tgke up their sbode noder o pair as they
commenca to sit, and by the fime the young ones are well grown, uuless
something has been dono to destroy them, they hove increased to o
grent extent. The most effeacions remedy for all the verfhin that infest
pigeon houses is bi-salphide of carbon, a volatile stinking chemical, the
use of which is almost worse than the prosence of the vermin. The
method of nsing it ia to hang up a few open phinls of it round the loft,
when the smell it gives off is certain denth to the germin. Tt does not
Esem to wifect the health of the pigeons, but theesmell of it is vory un-
pleasant, and it iz very inflammable and therefore dangerons, 1 have
tried it with suceess.  Whitewashing the houses and flights once a year
with hot lime does a great deal townrds keoping down vermin: the
strongest pine sawdust in my oxperionce doos very little fownrds that
end, and my method of fighting the fleas is ns follows: when making
the pigeons’ neats, [ first lay down pine snwdust, and in the contre of it,
where the birds are to sit, T place about a handful of sawdust well
saturated with mineral oil (strong smelling paraffin, not the purified
barning oil), T cover this, nfter hollowing it ont, with clean sawdnst, and
then lay down fp straw nest. This is abont sufficient to keep the nos#
clear of feaz; bot a little more of the satnrated snwdnst, when the
young ones are holf grown, will do good, if the fleas have appeared. IE
the young pigeons come in contact with the oily sawdnst it will blister
them, and the ekin will eome off in large piccos as it dries up ; bot T
nover found it kill them or even stop their growth. 1 bave seon it
noticed that heather emblinge make an ineeet proof mest, but Jave not
tried it. .
Ley weakness genorally attacks yougg pouter pigeons esrly or late in
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the season. A bird will be going on well, and be ncarly ready to quit
the nest, when it will bo olservad to be unable to get on its legs. 1 hove
soldom known a bird*so affecied wnrod, and it is those that give promize
of being extra long in limb and upstanding in carriage that nre, I
suppose from this desirable appearnnce, most linble toit. Such weak-
ness I;I. thg limbs proceeding from somo infernal cnuse, must not, how
ever, bo mistakell for such an necidont to the limb, as sometimes happons
to n bird from falling from an upfler nost, which ia often curable by a few
days of carciul gttention. :

Mouiting.—The mojority of pigeonsego through their sunnad ®oult
without any troubls, but generally o Jew of them will fall into n
dinrrhoea doring #hat time. JWhen this becomes spocinlly severe, the
growth of the now featheras will sometimes suddenly stop.  If tho bird so
affccted recovers, the growih of its feathers ‘rnI.I procead, but many of
them will be weak mnd unfurnished about the middle, showing whore
their growth was arrested, and instead of lying elose to the bird's body
will hang loosely, and fAotter abont with the wind. I havo soon several
caces of this, but it enunot be snid to bappen very often. Of course
the bird so afected canmot get into proper feather bofore :J.r.'ut.hnr monlt,
When a pigeon easts its [eathers in masses, as many do, o ns to bo quite
bare on head and neck, it should gebt extra protection from oold and
dranght till the new feathers are well grown.

Swall Por*was well known to the old writers, from their daseription
of it, but I bave never known o ense of it in this counfry.  In India,
however, it is a common complaint of young pigeona in l.lln nest, nnd
I have known seasons there when overy young bird bred by myself and
others, to the mombor of hundreds, has been attacked with it At
about a fortnight old pustnles full of yellow matter would break out all
vor the bird, including its beak and feet. If lot alfne these would
gradually dry up, and by the timo the bird was able fo @iy, it Wonld be
nearly clear of them ; but if broken they wonld bleed and grow into big
gores, I think this form of small pox is quite unknown in this conntry
now, at least [ never heard any fancier say he had fonnd it in his loft.

Bpouls are fissprea that form in the eye wattles of barbs and carriers,
wither nogarally, from the skin growing into a fold, or from aceident.
These can nover heal of themselves, bot most be cut ouf with sharp
seisgors, und dressed with healingeointment. The aperation is no doubt
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a paininl one, but is compensated for by thoe after comfort of the bird,
and the hole esnsed by the operation ason fllssup.

Verligo or the Megrims is an ailection of the benin, cansing the bird
to turn its hend right round, and making it fell over and flutter about.
Although not an uncomwon disease, I lave fortunately never boon
muchk tronbled with it awong my pizeons. 1 think it is inuurjﬂ.}ln: and,
acting on thet idea, bave killed any birds so affected*is soon ne pos-
sible, to get them out of the Fay. -

Wing disease is common to every vurlety of fnnoy poeon. It can
gpenemlly be dotected before thg hird loses all power of flight by the
one-sided way fp which it flies. ,When so observed, o bird will be found
to have o awelling on some of the joings of its wimgs. An almost
certain eure st this stage of the disense is not only to draw both primary
and secondary fight fealhers, but to slmost atrip the wing itself of all
feathers except the smnll downy omes. The great flow of blood to the
new feathers draws off the matier that would form in the swelled joing,
and by the time the wing is refurnished, all #igns of tho swelling will
have disappeared, and tho bird will iy as bofore. Waving succceded in
this way in Euﬁng aeores of pigeons, 1 enn resommend it as the best
thing to do. Formerly the cure was to leech the swelling, or to wait
till matter formed and then lance it; but not one bird oot of  dozen
will fly again after being cnt about the joint, ns the tendons are apt
to get severed. When the same disense attacks the thigh jSint it is not
&0 gasily cured, bet in my axpericnce it seldom does so as compared to
the wing. The old writers dicided this discase into the flesh wen and
the bone wen, but the one is only an intensified form of the other. If
taken in time, it may generally be cured by the mothod stated,
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VARIETIES OF DOMESTIC PIGEONS.

L]
In describing the numercns varieties of domestic pigeons with which I
am nequainted; I sholl commence with thoso Yenit removed Trom=the
original type, from which, as I beliove, all variotics descend. In this
country such are nonmed feather wvaricties; and in Germany they are
called Farbentauben, or eflonr pipeons. Many of them have an identiral
eouformation with theewild blue roek pigeon, and othors bave the addition
of turned crowns or femthored Joga and feot. From thom I'%hall proceed
to the intermedinte class that show abnormal conformation, and which
will include varietics, snch as the runts, with their extraordinary sizo ;
the frizzled, frillback, and laco pigeons, with their altered formation
of plumage:® and the ringheater, lowinn, and tumbler, with their
peculiar fight or movements, T shall then conclude with the desorip-
tion of what are called high class pigeons; the {mrnu.ﬁt,cs.o{' the most
exncting pigeon fanciers, the birda that come uwp but eeldom to the
etandard of excellonce laid dewn for them, becanso thoy bave not only
abnormal conformation, but carringe of body or atyle of movement and
Beputy of feather ns well, and so combine in themecfves snch o snm
of excellence, when anyihing like porfect, that the succcssful bread-
ing of thom is not only the work of men, but of clever thinking men,
Thess last—that we call high-class pigeons—have beon named by
the Gormans, “race' or *originel® pigeons ; and while many hove
been able to assent to the blue rock theory of descent of the feather
varietiosy the high-class birds are g0 removed from them, that some
writera have considered {hem o8 separate creations. On this question,
gince writing the chapter on thoe* Origin of Fancy Pigeons,”” [ have
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found in the work of Neumcister, the German writer, the following:
“We shall not Lo very far romoved from tee trath in supposing that
the first beginning in forming mees eook place by climatic influencos,
secording to the smeo acting laws that produeed species, but that these,
by domestication, artificinlly conducted puiving, snd continned breoding,
in the courso of thonsands of years were raised to tho highes, n:p;agnign
of raoo typea.  Original races with perfect charnotoristid aro not found in
n froo natural state; theso I:EII]F conld®be prodnced under the care and
guardianship of man, who, a3 their pn:-h_-uiar, is rejoiced ng to the present
days by their fine and vare fogms, pleasing mannees, and symmetrical
arrangement gf colonrs, Bnt‘t[m.t the anpposition of their descent from
one primitive race is justified is proved by the facility with which all the
ruces, the common field pigeon included, can pair and prodnees fruitful
young ones, by the abn‘l:lng],y groat resemblance of thnir'tw.iu_m, and the
inclination constantly to return to the wild bine colour and shape of the

Beld pigeon (Columba livis). The treacherons bluish colonring which

80 frequently springs uwp in black, red, and yellow, on certain parta

(rump, vent, Qights, and tail), is only too well kwown to every attontive
broeder.” * .

These ideas are quite in neeordance with what T have expressed horo
and elsewhere. I have already instanced the great differonces exiating
in varions races of canary hirds from what wo know was their originnl
stoek, and ns wo ean fix the time that it has taken to acdomplish such
reznlts with comparative accarncy, the * thousands of yoars "' supposed
necessary hy Neomeister for the perfecting of ** Race"" pigeons may be
zomewhat m{-d.:ﬁmi though I have no doubf that semo of our varictics
may have an unwritten pedigree of at least two thenaund Foars,

~e e e
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COMMON PIGEONS.

-
L

Coxmor pigeon‘s, strictly speaking, are rock or r]ovuh.on.su pigeona, ns
found ina gtate of nature or in & aumhmld state, 1r haso slroady roforred
to thom elsewhers, and bave only to add that in the west of Scotland
they are bred by pigeon fanciers, who bave o class for their fnvouarites at
the annpal show held in the town of Kilmarneck.

Looking, as I hav® often dome, st the class at this :.ilhuw, which
generally includes over®s dozen entries of bloes and blne chequers, I
hove felt that I would mather not have tho responsibility of awarding
tho prizes, they are so very much alike. When o breed eomos to bo pro.
doced as t.hnv are, for size, good shape, and purity of colour and type,
they muost uecmunlr;:mn to bo rogoarded ns quite common, and would
more troly be designated as faney rook or dovehouse pigeons. Common
pigeons are generally nnderstood to be those of mixed race, go interbred
that it is often impn!uilﬂe to guess at theirancostry, and the same abound
in almost every town and village in the kingdom, The old English
name for them wos runis, probably having the snmoe meaning as when
:J.Ep]iml to common cattle, as Welsh ronts, though a cmn.{-y hon of throa
years of age was algo called a runt. (Seo old dictionaries.)® Moore
refers to common pigeons, after deseribing the fancy ronts: * To thess
wo may add the common runt, which are kept purely for the dish, and
generally in locker holes in inn yards or other places, and are well known
to everybody ; they are good feeders, and therefore good nuress for any
of the mowm curious sorts of pigeons,"’

In Frapee these common runts are known as Pigeons Mondains, and
according to Doitard and Corbie, whio describe them as having no special



Commeon Pigeons. b7

characteristies, bocause they assume all forws and colours, what t_ltuj/

lose in purity they gain in the way of fnu;ndlt;" Whens extea feathor-
footed, thoy are known as Pizeons Pata, and they deseeibe and illustrate
typos of both denominations, Comwon ruuts, when selected for their ERy
and striking colours, are so fae {uteresting that their young nssmme the
most varigns though nuevoen markings, and, for my gwn p'n.rt.T wonld
rauthor brood a motloy lot of such, tyon confine myseli to some single
uninteresting, though nndofbtedly distioet and pare raee, guch as the
spot pigeon., 5

n France n considerable tride is dond in gnpplying the markets with
band-fed poudl pigeons fattendl in the following way % When the birds ara
about throo weeks old they are placed ifl cages containing about thivty
or forty, kapt in o dark place, pud fed five or six Hmoea day through o
pipe with o lignid paste of buckwheat flour mized with whole maize.
They becoms fut in five or six days, and * it is astonishing how much
delicacy they assnme in such o short time.”

I believe thero 