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FREFACE, " o s

-

Tne following work on the subject of Fanoy Pigeons wha commenced in
November, 1878, in serial form, in the pages eb ¥he Bazaar, Exchange
and Marf. During the progress of its publication T have beon bronght
onumunication with many woll-known fanciers in Enrope and
dea, whereby T have ngeled, as T am always endeavouring to do,
o knowledge I ]Jl:]riuua]j‘ possessed on the subject. T have dezeribed,
r cnrliin}: to my promise in the Intreduction, many variotics of pipeons
hicherto unkoown in this country ; while others, which wero only known
to the prezonk generation from the record of  their names in our old
pigeon books, have been recognised in variotigs existing abroad. Enough,
however, has been written to show how old and how widely sproad the
pigeon fancy is, and though it may ebb and flow, like all Lindred
pastimes, it is wndoubtedly gaining ground and extonding throughout
the world, As John Moore, author of tha ™ Colombarium,” and father
of the E'."L:r:l:jr in England says in tho Brefaco of that work : " Thus
we gle how the Knowledgo of these Dird% has boen propagatod and
enconrag’d in most Parts of the World at & very groat Expence; ' and
I may cofelode in his words, “not being inseowible that I shall leave
much Room . for others to mabo great Improvements, if any shell hero-
after think it worth' their while to follow that Track which T have only
pointed out to them. ' c "

JAMES C. LYELL,

eth House, Forfarshire,

Janwun ry, 1881,
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INTRODUCTION. "

Tur pigeon favey is a pastime which Ims its erigin in the love 4;1' ihe
lower forms of animal life common to menin all countrics, Tt can be
traced Back in history for thonsands of years, ns in Avnercon's * Oda
to the Carrier Pigeen,'" and something similar to onr modern pigeon faney
existed in Rome eighteen Lhundred years ago, as I shall aftorwards show,
Tho breeding of cheice pigoons hasa history in our own litorature, and has
not been eonfined, ns is imagined by some, tothe lower dlaszes of socioty, Tor
Willughby, the ornithologist, whowrote over two hiundreed yearsago, speaks
of the cnrri.“zr pigeons ho saw in the king’s aviary in St Jumes's Park .

whila"in the present day, Her Mujesty Cuecn Vietorin.has boon pleaged

4o furnish ber aviaries with fancy pigeons fetim the lofts of well-krown
broeders.  Widely distribmbed ne is the love for these birds in Great
Britain an® Ireland, it is probably exeeeded in other connkrics, especially
in Tmdia, where they have long been earclully tended.  Akbar, the Mognl
Emperor ot Dielhi, sither wrote, or had written for him, n book on the
subject of pigeons and their yoricties ; and to this day the native ralara
of Indi:!; keep Inrge eollections of thess birds. T have scon the pigeairics
of the W?n!’ Oude, whe is probably the ownor of the greatest nnmbar
of choies pigeons in the world, his stock rumbering mang thonsands,
When carried ont in ita highest degree, the breeding of rare domestio
pigeons may bo regarded 03 & bpunch of the fine arts, as it has for iks
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Gobjert the production of lying pietures, beantiful in form and rich in
: ol . ;
colonr, It is an ark requitingemuch thowglt aul study, wud is excelled

in ouly by snoh ts hows served w®ong apprenticeship o it. As fln
engnring pastime for their leisure hours, before sl after the sterner
bginess of gife, many fnd relazation, both for body and mind in keoping
.1:|.|.]u-.~.nlil;.; theso birds, which, from their voery nnlure, are universal *
favourites =

When skill and experience aro I-rm:-,;?LL to beag on pigeon bresding, na
on any @ther kindged amnsement, stich as dog or cage bird breeding, it
can generally be made to pay, af IL-;m, tho gipenses couneeted with it,
and therefore many sre not deterved [rom engagug in what would gtherwise
be beyond their reach. sDuring the last twenty-five yonrs tho show syatem
has developed greatly, aud many who have o love for pigeons, but who bave
not the skill or paflence necessary to produee them for thomsalves, are
willing to give large snms for choice specimens, cither to pratily theirtnste
or to win prizes with. The breeder has a great plensure in produsing,
and the purchasor in owning, Mel good birds, and each party holps the
other. The show system has not injured our cheicest variefies, in iy
opinion, for eompetition has jnereased the number of breedars cmlﬂmﬂu-'b'l}'.
aud given them an ontlet both for their show, and surplus stock, s was
quite unkoown before.

In the following chapters on the subjeet of fancy pigeons. concerning
their history, liternture, management, and varetics, T hope to give an
aceonnt of some kinds not kuewn, or but little known, in this country,
and to treat the whole subject in as locid o manner ad poesilile iur tho

benefit of young pigeon fanciers.
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.-"Ll.."[‘ll:LlF-:.'E!. 1-r|:-'l.1:11|];.-. of not much accomnt to nﬂimy who deolight in
keaping them, the question of how the many varietios of domestis
pigeons now oxisting in the world originated * is deserving of soma
atfontion on my part, befora commencing o detailed deseription of the
varions kinds. "

;\.':Ltur‘l‘ﬂiit.-r]t»nk for the originnl stock of oM tame pigeons in gomo wild
pigeon, and for a leng time tho stock dove Wt regarded as this orizinal,
This idea is now exploded, as the stock dove is not o bird capable of
domestication. The only wild pigeon now believed capable of boing the
criginator of our demestic pigeons i2 the blue rock pigagn, sub-varieties of

I' which sre found in Europe, Asin, and Africa.  The British blae rock in-

habits the rgeks and caves on onr Aol consts, and eortainly the differencg
h thwH‘P this bird and a common blue flying tumbler is very little, Their
colour is identical, their size almost so, Tha 11-:;:1.1] nnd beak of the tnmbiler

are somewhat different from those of the roak pigeon, and tho piniona of

the latier are longer and tronger, a3 must necessarvily bo the caze from
'J its mode ui: life. Tnthe Weat of Seotland, whoro they keop and ahow
E common pigeons, the wild blue rock domesticated is the bird so called.
o At the Kilmarnoek show o dozen pona of these aro generally to be seen,

in blues, blue chequers, and somotimes whito or Albino Apecimons,

Some fangiers, who never in the course of their lives observed the Teast
variationfn the firms of their faney pizeons, ars of opinion that the more
distinct kinds, ench ns pouters, earriers, jacobins, and fant®ils, wern LT P
rite creations, and owe their origin to birds having, probably in & modifiad
form, the peenliarities of those brlaids, They bave oven offored silver cups,

B2

’ -
3 e
CHAPTER L. ° e
- -
- A
BHE ORIGIN OF FANCY PIGEONS.



L Fancy Pigeons.

wr othor rewards, for the production of o new form of [aney pigeon other"
than a mere feather varioty, in the belief that snch conld not be produced.
Dut the life of n fansier, %ho may have kept pigeens for even sixty ¥ears,
i but a little while comjared to the time they have been kept in thoe
wosld a5 demestie birds ; for we Jmow they have been entefully bred
for mearly dwo thau:—'in-] years, Noother domestic animal I know of has
bragehed oui into such o varety of forms and eolours, from which I
infer they have been long and extepsively chogished by their admirers.
Every ]en-di::F feagere of the bird B to bave been alrendy played
npon, so that one might almoet be noable to mggest any other varintion
than what slready exists. And yet, even ladely, n quite now waristy of
pigeon appeared, as I Bhall aftervhrds show.

I think the best afgument in favour of some commgn ancestor for the
whole of our fancy pigeons is the fact that they all breed freely
together, and that the} are only kept np to their Dest forms by the
guidipg handa of experienced pigeon fanciers. They constantly throw
back. to some remote ancestor, stock that are unfit to go on with. The
worst of these, it bred together, while they will no dounbt throw young
in somo eases better than dhemselves, produce also others gtill further
removed from the desived type, and so the breed scon gets almost non-

recornizable,

Supposing the more distined varioties of pigeons to have been separato
ereations, then they must certainly have been so distributed in tho world
as ot to come into contuot with each other, or they wounld in a short
time have got intormingled. And, sgain, if net from  common n.t.u:-r:l{, thon
man must have, from time to time, eaptured the whole original stocks,
or they must have died u:::t. for T have never yet hoard of anyihing
approacking a fancy pigeon being found in = state of nature. In fnet,
if abl# to cxist in o state of natore and protect themselves Er.-':rm birds of -
proy, fancy pigeons musthave been so modified in their fancy plints,
such ns crops and fan shaped toils, asto be bot little romoved from I
what wo call common pigeons.

AMimals in domestication, and alzo in a wild siate, agp suhjoct to
varintions. In the latter state such veriations are likel® goon to
dizappear, bu® in domestication the guiding hand of man fizes them on
mecount of their originality. Dy pairing suy eurious specimen ofya broed
with one of the common ivpe, tho ydung may nol prove UNCOMION;
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btk they, paired with their uncommon parent, are then apt to mpru.:lw;,u
tho desived poenliarity. *In this way, I lelieve, every fancy pigeon, !ln.m-
ofer now far romoved from the Wae rock, hgs been prodoced ; and,
judging from the following anslogous ease, it docs not seem to tako yory
long for nature, guided by the reason of man, to pru:l.m,-.-.thu groajeat
differentes in form.

It is well Emown that the canary bird was Hest :'ntrmm:ml inko
Eunrope about three hundred _'!.'("!ra ago. The difference botwoen "the
Eelgian or Lancashive coppy in fdtm, and the leard or cimnamon in
» foather, and the wild eangry, as FHI yearly imported into this country,
iz ns gregt asthe ﬂi.ﬂ't'[‘L':lbi between the poater in form and colour aud the

o blue rock pigeon. - .
| Snfh resnlis, in a comparatively short time, frem canary breeding,
. have led mo to :11ﬁ-]-u.<c- that were bind fanciers to porsovers with gold-
-;J finches, linnets, and sisking, all of which have baon bred in confinoment,
we should nltimately soe similar varistions in their forms. Variety of
calonr constantly oconrs among them in aewild state, and such Inu.s'bwm

& noticed by nnturalista for 200 years. =

Besides the bloe rock pigeon inhabiting pur conats, othors, differing
from it slightly, are known toexist in Asiannd Afrien. All or puy of thoso
that may bave been domesticated may have beon progenitors of fancy
pigeons, Oneof them, the Colwiba Lenconala, inhabiting the Himalayas,
has been lately brought to this country, and was fiknred in the Field
newspaper. Tt is marked on the head and tafl Kkea non, and, in addition,
' the wings Ja-c marked something like o awallow pigeon. Dut whothor op
notit %5 o troe rock pigeon, capable of domestication and able to produce
young with a commen bloe reck or tame Pigeon, themeelves in turn
fertile, is what I cannot say, not having heard of any auch cxporimont
L that may Imve been made boving turned out auccossfully. This sphject,
however, if one more for natoralists than pipecn fanciera, who have
genorally their hands foll with the work of keoping up, and possibly

- improving, the interesting forme of pigeon life hagded down to them

from of old. <

Tha q&w'oi‘ o new iype of form T have referred to occorred ahout
twenty-five yearas mgo, and is recorded in the pages. gl the Poultry
l‘,hr{.-nlfifz' Tho bird in_question was a sport from common baldpata
tumblers, and a reference to the illostration which will be found in
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.tlm Chronicle, will ghow where its peenliarity lay,  From the erawn®
of its hend rose o crest of feathers something 1fke what cmbellishes tha
head of the great erowned pigeon of *he Fastern Archipolage. The al-
connt of the bird ns given at the timo by its owner, Mr. W. Woodhouse,
wag as follogra: ** This corions pigeos is alive, puid in oy possession.
Tt i o pure T}rc'-'! baldpate, of which it has the propertios—viz., elean eut,
pearl-oyed, « 1(-1:.1 thighed, and ten a an:‘ﬂ Tt is the only one in the world,
uml‘m & eook bird, Several competont _'I'.I.I]-',."L"ﬁ have seon it, and consider
it & freak of natore: but whatever il is, itis a '-:ﬂnﬂﬂr. Several of my
friends wish me to breed from it tn.;:c-i‘f:u.-:-rn. byt of this T am doubtiul.”” «
A fow weeks after tho above was published, Mr. Bront, the wigl-known
atnthority on pigeons, gerote s [pllows in the Powliry Chromicle: A
month or two back Mr. Jomes Pever, & neizhbonr of mine, and a toldrable
jundge of pigeons, informed mo he had seon something Zurious in thet line
ai Sevenonks, He descwbed it as acommon chequered dovehonzoe pigeon,
with some rather long feathers growing from the hoad. Seeing Mr,
T aodhoise's deseription of hie crested baldpate, T showed him the ent,
pnd he assured me thot, sg far as he could see, the pigeon in r[ucntlun
was crested just the same. We have both made enquiries I‘Ebpﬂchug
the bird, but have not snceeeded in discovering whenes it eame, or whore
it is pone. Mr. Woodhonse's pigeon is certainly o curigaify."’

Tt will thus be seen that teice within o short timo the said peculisrity
wis obsorved in seflarate broeds of pigeons. Unfortuuately, Mr. Wood-
house's baldpato does not seem to have produced young like 1mlt' or wo
ehould pow be in possession of » variety quite distinet from anything

¢ that has come under my notice either here or abrond. Teo such fports,
coming uncalled for and wmexpectedly, must, I think, be referred all the
strange types of pigeons now existing on the globe. The whiskered owl,
whose Jrill is so much developed that it divides at the top and runs
almost round the neck in some birds, seems also o recent introductions—at
loast T ecan find no notice of this type in any old book on the subject
of fancy pigeons ; but this can searcely be ealled a new variety ; it is vather
an exfruordinary development of an old one,

Of late yenrs we bave reccived from abroad many kinds of pigeons of
the highest e:cellm-_-o, showing such breeding thal what we bad before of
the samo types { seemed but half bred beside them. Still, no juite now
or distinet forms have reached us, Entlrﬂ'.l]' differcnt from what we knew of,




- . Ui'{a";ﬂ:. i
" s = .
thongh many distioet varicties of colour have appeared. Should any typos "a
L]
of pigecns still wuknown %o ws be in exmtonce, they will likely be found
il Central Asin, the interior of Chimi, or tho interior of Notthorn Afric.
- If anyone with pigeon ou the brain, time, money, snd daring, would
- - ¥ - . - v L]
penetrate to Timbnotoo, he might there fnd sommothing worth bringing
home with him. o
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THE LITERATURE OF FANCY PIGEONS.

-
-

Froy many passages in the Old and New Testamefta wo learn that
pigeons were domesticated among the Jews, bt thera is moihing in
tho Bibla to prove conclusively that choice faney pigeons, such ns we
know tho Romans delighted ineswore kept in Palestine.

Among the Homans, Cclgme]lu, the writer on agrienlture, and Pliny,
the snthor of the *f Nataral History of the World,"" in thirfi-seven
books, spenk very ﬂn-:'idnﬂ.l} regarding fancy pigeoms, An edition of
Pliny's work, translated by Dr. Hollpnd into English, was published in
1601, and, thongh o scarce book, can still be got. The Rav. E. 8, Dixon,
in hiz * Dovecote %nd Aviary™ (1851), says that Columella was scan-
dalised at the inveteracy and extravagance of the Pigeon Fancy nmongst "'"‘
his coutemporaries ; and that Pliny records that before Pompey's civil

 war, L. Axins, o Romnan knight, nsed to sell a single pair of pigedhs for
four bundred denarii, equa®to nearly £13 of our money.

Thers are also passages from theso writers showing that pigeons were

used s messengers, and many passages from medizval weiters hove
been recently collected, proving the same uso of them. Tvernien, in
his *Six Voyagoes into Persia and the East Indies,'" 1677, alludes to
carrying pigeons, and Mr. T, C. Buruell has recently pointed ont that o
like gjlusion may be found in ** An Exet and Curious Survoy of the Eaat
Indiee,”” London, 1615 ; but as for any desoriptions of faney pigeons, I
know nothing eprlier than what the Hev. E, 8. Dixon quotes from Aldro.
vandus, whose works on natural history were published in thirleon folio

* volumes, in Latin, in 1637-G7. 5




The Litgrature. 0

The first English writer I know of, who alludes in any partienlar WaY
to faney pigeons, is Franels Willuglibys whoso * Ornithology,” edited
by Jols Ray, was published in I®ndon, firstein Latin, in 1676, and
afterwards in English, 1078, in folio. I hoave had both editions, which,
a3 regards pigeon mantters, are similar ; bot the lntbgr has sqme
additional plates of bird-gatching and chapters on song .]:irﬂi. Two of
the seventy eight plates of birds aro of domesti® pigeons, and very
ernda they ave—*"'A crgpper le"n, -I'L eatrier, & jacobing, o brond-tailed
shaker,”" &e.; all scom but half Lred, and could scgreely represent the

sbirds deacribed in the toxtesuch as * wp saw in the King's Aviary in St.
James's Park, emnd at My Cope’s, an cmbroiderer, in Jowin-streat,
London." “Willughby, in English, iz worth abont«is,

The earliest known English book on faney pigeons, written by an
experienced pi}:cou..fnﬂciur, is ** Colombarinm, or *the Pigeon House,
being an Introduction to a Natoral History of Tame Pigeons,
by John Moore. London: printed for J. Willord, Lehind the D!;E]Mr
Houso in 8t Panl’s Churehyard, 1725."" *This book is so scarce that it
is something for o pigeon fancier to any he hag seen it. T should suppose
that uni‘y o very limited number of copies Jvere printed, probably for
distribntion among the anthor's friends. Mr. Moors was an apotheenry
“at the Pestle and Mortar in Lawronce Poonlney's-lane, the first great
gateson theleft hand from Cannon-street, who formerly lived ot the Pastla
and Mortar in Abehurch-lane.” He was the 1Jrnpr'mtnr.n.nﬂ inventor of a
vermifuge, anid Pope alludes to the same in somo vorses he eddressed to
him, whick may be found in his works, These verses of Popo's wora fvak
broughl to the notice of the present generation of pigean fanciera by the
Beoy. Alex. Headley, Hector of Hardenhuizh®Wilts, wall known under
the Agm de plusde of ** The Wiltshire Reetor™ of the Jowraal of Horfi-
culfire, in®thst papor, on October 9th, 1866, The * Columbarimm®* iz
menmoned it Lowndes' * Bibliographer's Manual,”’ as published at Sa.,
or porhaps as worth that price when he published his monnal, but I have
soen the molice of it in the Gentleman’s Hagazing for Fobruary, 1735,
among the lately published Looks, ** price one shilfing.”' Moore oulydived
o short {ime after this, his death being mentioned in the Genlleman's
Muogazine of 1737, page 252, as follows:—*" April 1. Mre. John
Moore, of Abchurch-lane, the noted worm doetor,  Ha will now shortly
verify Mr. Pope's witty obzervalipns, viz.:
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00 fearned friond of Abchinrch.
- Who setl’sl our entrails froe
Vit 15 the s t I--‘-nnlf-r ¥
H:u.c\u worimi ilingl eat o'on thee,'™ ]

The * Colnmbarium'' is o thin cctave of sisty pages, There are
fouy copins 'i it in thoe British Musonm, snd one in the pessession of M.
Esquilznt, ut Brixton, the well-known pigeon judge, which T have soen. I
ku-.u.w of no others : Lut Mr. Eaton, whose works on pgeons will ba
afterwards mentioned, had onc whiohi®ia .'11'1]_!]!0;1.15 to havo beon burok
ot otherwise ||.|:-u1_'nﬂu,|:| 1 know :.-:;'mn funciers who fried to obéain it
after his desth, but it conld not by fonnd, Ab pago 101 of his treatiso -
of 1858 FEaton graphieally du.—.l:ri'hou. the disgovery of this rag pigoon
book., He had spont gany a spgre hour, ns I have doue, in trying to
obtain it, and ho at last succcoded.  *° The boy went down o tremendous
long shop to his emloyer, who wont and Inid his hand upon o book. I
gaw the boy coming with a book in his hand, T thought it was something
abont pigeons, never thought it was Moore's work, To my astonizh-
ment and delight it was the identical work 1 waosin search of. Having
it in my hands, T thonght my eyes wonld huve darted out of the sockets
of my bead when [ bebeld the book. T thought, *1' 11 be blessed if ever
this book leaves my possession, whatever the price”’

The ** Colombarium’ was reprinted by Eaton in hia * Trontise on
Pigeons,” 1852 and 1858, but these are now scarco themselves, It hos
also been reprintéll in America, and lately in England (ot the Field
office). The latter is a verbafin el literatisn copy of the ur:-'-m-u.l editinn
of 1735, and contains o briof notice of the anthor by W. B. '].L‘r'ut.mn!Dr
F.Z.8. An original copy would, no donbt, realise a fancy prico from o
pigeon enthusinst. -

The next book on pigeous published in this country was A Troatiso
on Dogestie Pigeons, inscribed to John Muyor, Esq., Lendun, printed
for and sold by C. Barry, in Ingram.conrt, Fenchureh-skreat, 1765."" d'hia
work: an ootavo of 160 pages, has been ealled, by mistako, chiefly o
rﬂprint of Moore without acknowledgment. Tha author, who wns an ex-

riegeed pigeon fancier, says in - his preface : * In regard to the model
nf this treatise, wo do not offer it to the public as an entire new work,
but have procgeded on the plan of Mr. Moore, have eorrected somo
errora, and made mony additions. And ns Mr. Moore's cazay |s yory
deficient for want of cuts to convey o justides of the different sp-m-l'-f'ﬁ.
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The Litepature. Il
in order to supply that defoct, wo huve procured engravings from the =
best hands, ot o vory great oxpense, fn omlor to illustratoe this work, all
whiah are done from the life, and very masterly exscentod, under the inspoe-
tion of the anthor and other fanciers,” It is illustrated with thirteen full
Tage steel or eopper engravings of plrcons, nnd o frontispiece geprosonting
the loft, matching pen, hopper, water fonntain, &o. . '_

There are two editions of this work, oue being ®"on larger and better
paper than the other, and !::L\'ing‘thu plates of the almond and bieek
mottled tomblers different. In it tho almond lns Lw words “ Simpaon
sculpt.”" on it, and tho mokilod Maygr delint, ot senlpt." below it, so
that this Yayor was perhans the person to whom the boolk wis irgoribed.
Tho author speaks of * o kind of atandarg, ealeulated for the bater judging
of almond tumblers, lately published by some of the admivera of this
fnney, elegantly unErru.-eﬂ. ou copper plate, nt the fp of which i3 an
almond fumbler, very finely executsd from life, the outlines being inimi-
tably well performed, and by mueh the best 1 ever saw, and at so roason-
able & price ns G4 A copy of this *‘ standard ' iz given in Eaton's
Intest book at page 186. Tt iz outitled * (pdinnuoes, established by
the Colufhbarian Socioty, ot the Globe Tavign, Flest-streat, respecting
the perfoctions and imperfections of Almond or Frmin Tumblers, 176£.*
The engraving of the almond tombler on it hag *¢ Simpson aenlpt ** bolow
the bird, pnd the large paper edition of the trentise of 1765 is; mno
doubt, illustrated from the snma plate, "

The mmt_orig‘[ual part of the ** Trontise on Pigeons *' of 1765, is
the long account of the almond tumbler, o variety no more than men-
tioned by Moore, bnt which had lataly risen to great estimation in
London.  The Mahomet pigeon, which Willu¥hby had described, but
which Moore bhad evidently never #oon, 14 also well dessribed ; but
most of tho®*book is, as the anthor acknowledgos in his proface, ** sn the
plan of Mr. Moore.”’ Tt iz not kuown who the anthor was, but a corra-
epordent has informed me that he had o copy full of maunsoript notes
that e snpposed to ba by the anthor, and that on the title-page, under
** Domestie Pigoons,'" was writton ** by G, T., private, C, B. F."

I havo bad many copies of the commoner odition of this book, but only
ong on large paper.  The valne of it dopends chinflly on itsgeondition and
Bize of paper, as miny copies are vory much oot into, A really good
clean eopy is not dear at o guinen,
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Some mmusing verses on faney pigeons will be found in Vol. G of the
i Now Fonndling Hoszpital for Wit p1.1'|.|'|i.u]:|‘:n;'|.l"'|.u 1754,

“The New and Comglote Pigoo® Faneyer, or Modern Trestise ‘on
Deamestie Pigeous, by Daniel Girton, of the county of Ducks, price only
1s. 6d.,"" fglowed tho 1705 book, probably as it got out of print, snd to
supply o E:,»Tl; want. This has wo date. It passed throngh many editions,
DF.“'hi.l.‘il. I have sofs five, all difforing somewhat in the title poges.
What I take to be tho carliest, is tbit 111:1.1]151.13:1 by Alex. Hogg, at the
King's Arms, Nogl0, l"'.x.t&r!l.ﬂﬁtnl'::u‘-'r. The publishers of the later
editions are Alex, Hogg and Co., H. Hogg, npd J. Bailey. Cin the bocks
of the title page of the fArst edition is an glvertisement of fha *"New
and Complete Bird Foaeyer, or Bgrd Fancyoer's Hecreation and Delight,"”

by Mr. Wm. Thompson, who afterwvards, in the last editions of Girton,

supplants him as fhe avthor of the “ Comploto Ptgmn Fancier.' 1k
ig, them, “ By Mr. Willism Thompson, assisted by Mr. Daniel Girton,
of the County of Buneks!' The name Girton i3 suppozed to bo o now
de plume token from Moore's ta(olumbarium, "’ where, speaking of turbits,
the anthor says, [ have goen a flight of them kopt by one Girton, that
wonld mount almest high ag tumblers." .

“ {rirton, alics Thompson,' i o doodecimo, and from the typo of the
varions editions, some being modern and others old, I fancy the publi-
cations extended from nbont 1780 to 1820, Some of the later editions are
cortailed in the dhbjest motter ; tho carliest is paged up to 140, bui
commenens at page 13, thongh there aro not twalva pages of prefnee and
titla. All have s folding plate, containing the figures of ‘Lvreh-c frnoy

* pigeons, copied in small from the trentize of 1765, The book Sontning

but little original motted being merely a compilation from Moore and
Mayor, by which title it will be easicr to designate the 1765 book, and
is one of o scriea of handbooks published by A. Hogg mnd his suo-
cossors, and uniform with the © Completo Bird Falu::.rur,"' “ Complote
Farmer,'" and others. It can nanally bo purehased for bs., or less, but
unent copics, clean a3 from the pross, such as I bave hnd, are worth
more.  Tho Chinese pigeon mentioned by Girton wonld seem, from the
description, not a domestic pigeon, but & wild dovo. Z

The next pggeon book was an ontirely original one, entitled *“ A New
aud Complete Trestize on the Art of Breeding and Managing tbi:;Almun&
Tambler, by an Old Fancier.'”  Two editions ate gaid to be in existence,
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dated 1802 and 1804 All T have seon are dated 1802, Tho first issue . ®
was “* printed for the anthor by W. Whilinme, No. 15, Chancery-lane,
London, pries 55, 1802 and the*nnsold copiss woers bonght by Alex.
Hogr end Co., and sent out with a now title pago, ** price 4s., in exten
boardz.” This book iz an octavo of 104 pagzes, with o coloyred frontis-
picce of an almoend tumblor, not, in my opinion, so good o ['l.'!.n_-turn of &
pigeon a3 some of those in the trestizo of 1765, The author was II\.II.'. .
W. P. Windus, a sclicitge in [.a::h:;u, who was afterwards eecretary of
the Columbarian Society. The 1192t1'n,ll: of an almgpd tumbler in his
#00k is roprescoted as cawying its wings over ita tail, but an carlior

g < pietore of En almond will, if T remember rightly, bo found iu sfme of
the shorting mazazines before 1800, in which tho tail i3 enrried over the
wings.

In an impression of the * Almond Tumbler ' of 1802, that bears the
antograph of Thomas Garle, jun., 1808, who, with hia father, was dong
conngeted with the Columbarian Soeiety, T found n vory interosting .
docnment. This docoment was an invitation to dine wish the Colum-
barians, to elect officers for the year, and to audit accounts, and is headed
by the illostration which T have copied, end is signed by Windus, It
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will be obzereed that the almond here exrries hia wings bolow his tail,
and I think it is copied from the ** Sporting 3-1;1::‘:131119,' "above reforrod to,
In the * Gentleman’s Magazing,” &F 1792, at page 1152, is o notice of
the marrisge of Mr, Windns, and in the same volume are some inferssting
11:arﬁt-|t§ar.=;¢n:.;.1rdin;.; another gentleoman of the same noume, possibly his
rolative. | .

GJliter this time there was no original matter on the subjoct of fancy
pigeons published in this country .:51 1851. Jesides the books I have
mentionod, .-'.ewrﬂ with such 1il|:< ns “The Sporting Dictionary,'”
Y Distionary of Conntry Affairs,", " CompleteSportsman, &o., came ond®
from time to tima from the year 1700, givingebut always st sscondhand,
ghort descriptions of daney pigeows, T have seon many of these, but for
anything thoy contwin on the aubject fin hand they gre searoly worth n
place in o pigeon ffncier’s library. One small book on ** Bees, Pigeons,
Eabbits, and Canary Birds,"" by Poter Boswell, was pablished abont
foriy years ago.

In 15851 appearad the ** Dovleote and Avinry,’" by the Rov. E, 8. Dixon,
who had published * Orsamental and Domestic Poaliry ' in 1850.
The * Dovecote and Aginry ™ is a duodocimo, published by John
NMurray; but copies with o differcnt titla page, bearing the name W. 8.
Orr and Co., who secm to have acquired the remninders, areo also to ho
mot with, Mr. Dixon was a echolar of great research, bmt more of o
general naturalisf than particnler pigeon fancier. The illustrations are
gither by an artist who did not nnderstand faney pigeons, of he had the
merest wasters to copy from.  8{ill, the book has n charm of ita own,
and ehould be on the shelves of all literary pigeon fanniacs; An
abridgment of the dovelote part of it, embracing, in addition, faney
rabbits, was published in 1554, under the title of ** Pigeons and Rab-
bits,"s by E. Eebastisn Deluner, o name said to have 'bnen:nmm:nud by
the anthor when residing on the sex eoast. Tt is illustrtod LY Mr,
Harrizon Weir, bt the * portraitures *' nro not what wonld be considerad
up to the mark in these exacting days. This book must have had a groat
saleg for it can yet be scen on slmost any hookstall all over the conntry; but
when snch pazssages as the following are to bo found in if, it eng scarcoly
b called & gogd guide for the learner +—** Thoss tumblers which are self-
coloured or whole-coloured, i.e., all black or all cinnamon eolgared, in
varions shades, or all ercam colour, arwcalled Lites ;*' and, again, onder
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ballpate tumblees, *“The character of the lend much resembles that of
ihe toebit and the jucohing,' .
Thix was my frst ook ou faney pi%oons ; 1 sawit in o booksellor’s win-
dow one day when tendging home from selool, and begon to save up
immedintely for its meqnisition. I soon had it by l'nt':l.rh_ nnd  =uch
pasaages as * Tomblors, saith Willughhby, ave small and of glivegs colonra,
They have strange motions, turning thomselves bickwards over thgir
head, and show like footlgplls in l]:g a.ir," are indelibly imprinted on my
OOy, ad -
& In 1551, John Matthews Flaton, of Tpnden, an enthusinstic fancior of
short-faceg tumblers, publighed o treatize on the Almond tumbler, This
and his othér works are most qosintly written. «All rules of grammar
and composition are_set ot definnce, irrelovant mattor is constantly intro-
duoeed, and aunmlni-:-;, told in the most rambling style, %realways cropping
up; but his latest work, published in 1858, incorporating the previous
onez, is eertainly one of the most interesting books on faney pigecns pror
published. The greater part of the ** Treafse on tho Almond Tumbles **
(1851}, is copied from Windus, and unacknowledged, n mothod of puh-
lication |:3 afterwards departed from, when La seropuleusly gave every
previous writer his due.  He seemed to have been tronbled with excosthes
seribendi, aaying “all the world in a fover about the fortheoming exhibi-
tion, T was desirons of brioging ont gomothing ; after racking my brains
{which I think, generally, is ahont ns clear a8 mud in & wine gluzg), the
idea of the almond tumbler struck me, which T brought out.”” This book
is & thin octave, having for o frontispices a coloured portrait of an
almond fumbler * very musterly executed,”” ns Mayor would hnve said, by
Mr. Dean Wostenholme, the friend of the authbr, o pigeon fancier him-
elf. Tt is by far the best picture of o pigeon poblished up to that time,
and T quosti®n if it bas been oxcelled since, .
I-]nmurage:l by his suceess, Eaton, who had obtained, after much aoeleing,
& eopy of old Moore’s ** Columbarium, "’ bronght aut in 1852, ** A Treatizo
on the Art of Breeding and Managing Tame, Domesticated, snd Faney
Figeona."  Tn it ho roprinted the “Colnmbarinm,” faking it as his text,
and adding thereto bis own notes and what he found original from Mayor
and Girton. This book iz nniforn in sizo with his 1851 fguatize, which
is embodied in it, and has for o frantispicce the same portrait of an
almond tnmbler. At the sume time he published a sot of sz lifo siza
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, Pictures of faney pigoons, from the pencil of his friend Me, Dean Woston-
kolme. Thesa are the poutereand oarrier, allnond, black mottle, hald-
head, and beazd tumblens, They arosto be met with of different colouring,
being ropublished ns the fiest lot wers disposed of, The pouter is o
yollow in sgme, in others o bloe, aud the baldhead i blus in somo and
rod in nt]:.us'-_a_ o The tumblers aro vory fair pioturcs, but the pouter ia endly
deficient in lings; whils the earrier is o grand production, as beantifol ag

& new medal. = 5
As the 1552 tregiiso got aold uut:f.‘..'l.hun concentrated lis offorts in the

production of a lacger work, whigh he publighed in 1858, nnder the titla

of " A Treatise on the Art of Breeding and Magaging Tame, Dogostieated,

Toreign, and Fancy Pigeons.'” Tis contains all of his previons books, and

i3 illnstrated with thirty colonred piomres of pigeons, also by Mr. Wosaten-

holme, the majoritf of which are not up to the wartk for our day. The
papers on continontal fanoy pigoons hat had sppesred fn the Poultry

C}ugnicl'c, from the pen of Alr, B. P. Brent, are included in if, and the

hook containg more informa#on on the subjeet it treats of thau any

proviously published ; inJfack, it is a compilation of the works of nll
provious writers. It is paged up to 200, bat there are somo efpies that
contain some exirn pages of opinions of the press on tho book itasifl.

Theso copies scom to bave been made up fwo yoars Inter, some of the

potices being dated in 1860, *

In 1860 Eatorf published a second sob of six colowred porirnits of
pigeors, like the first, from the peneil of Mr. Wostenholme. These ara
the whita fantail, yellow jacobin, silver owl, bluo turbit, Black motiled
trumpeter, and black bach, Specimens of somo of theso variefies have
been jntrodused into thi® eountry from abeoad, of Iate years, that put
theso pietures as standards to one side.

Phese are o list of Mr. Enton's publications on the subdect of fancy
pigeons, except * A New and Tmproved Coloured Diagram, Be n Man of
Building or Fitting aps Pigeonary, cmbellished with tumblers, poutors,
and cerriers, pries 2s," which is not of much aeconnt. It shows nesting
plages of different sizes to suit the differsnt kinds.

Faton's books are gotting searee. Tho largest snd besb, t'iml..t of 1858,
which containg all of the provious ones, if ¢uite clenn and perfect, is nob
dear at o guines. =

Moubray's troatise of breeding, rearing, and fattening of domestic
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poultry, o work first published aboul 1815, contuining o little, nk second
hawd, on the subject of famey pigecns, rag throngh many editions. In
1854, the last edition, much enlurged, gvas publishgd wnder the editorship
of Mr. L. Méall and Dr. Hornore, This has severnl eoloured plates, one
of which contains the fignres of faney pigeons, incloding the pouter and
earrier, ovidently copiod from Eaton's large portraits of la’*’.‘ In the
lettorpress there are notices of the prineipal kindseof i'nm:_'.- mgcans
evidently not from tho pen of a fanc¥r. The crigin of tho word t.ur'l:ulr
which soems to have puozzled }.muoll-s"‘u rilors, is ;erm,aly riven hera for
the first time, 1 beliove. o

The .I’ozlitr‘u Chronicle, n woekly pm'iu:u]iml, began on the let of
March, 1854, was continned for seventg-sevon weeks, the last number
being published on L5th Angust, 1855, when it was incorporated with the
Coflage Gardener. CBmplete sebs of it, gencrally boundsin three volumes,
emall quarto, may be cccasionally met with, at from 10z, to 208, xocording
io ondition. It is very intercsting as the frst jonrnal devoted to the
poultry and pigeon faney. DMany names sce mentioned in its puéeu
unknown o the present generation, while otherg are atill extant in the
prize lists®f the day. In its pages, nnder I'.hn.]:lmlﬂi.ng of the ** Colum-
bary,”' the late AMr. Bremt contribnted many papers on faney pigeons,
which were republished in Eaton's largest book.

“The Pigeon Book,'" by B. P. Bront, is o small doodécimo of 114
pages, containing hia writings in the Poultry Chronicle, C#ftage Gardener,
de. It iz fllnsirated with what the title-page enlls ** highly finished '
engravings, but some of them are vory nninfelligible, and more like
medimval ¥ feons ' than modern pictures.  Most of them are copied from
the French work on pigeona by DBoitard and (tobic, to-be aftorwards
mentioned, The book contains much information on Fronch and Gorman
fanoy pigeons® .

The modern works on fancy pigeons, by Mr. Tegetmeior and Mr. Fulton,
will ba familinr to all fanciers. They are hand=zome books, well illusteated
ﬁith colonred plates, the former by Mr. Harrfson Weir and the latter by
Mr. J. W. Ludlow, of Birmingham. °The Practical Pigeon Keeper.'
by Lewis Wright, publishod October, 1879, is & book of 232 pages,
illustrated chicfly from the same blecks ns the book hf. Baldamus,
!\ubl‘i_ﬁhud.r:tl Drosden in 1878, to be afterwards mentionad.

The Powlivy Review, an extinct geriodieal, begun on 215t June, 1673,

c
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and ended with No. 81, on 31st December, 1874, muy be intercsling in

later years, as containing meny papers on® and illustrations of, fancy
pigeons. o -

A pericdical, entitled T'he Pigeon, condueted by Mr, Thomas M. Denne,
who has gontribated papers on pigeons to the Field and other journals,
over ‘I'.EI.-L-. A de plume of ** Careler,”” existed in Loodon from 19th
Febroary, 1576, m 28th Deeembor, 1877, when, ns ho saya, ho was
;t-l{j;ﬂd to whistle it down. A cﬁmlﬂqm sot, ninety-cight numbers, makea
a thick quarto \':iuu'.u. L =

I have conmerated all the IiEnr:hu'u on,_the subject published in thés
eountry of which I know, excepling what mpy bo fonnd in sygh books as
“PBeoton's Book ofgPots,'" the ' Boy's Own Book,”" * Rogers' Pigeon
Keoaper," ** Pigeons," by Hugh Piper, and such like, that are of no con-
soquence, Frome iis commencement il the prdsent time, the Field
powspaper has had a column on poultry and pigeons, where moy be
found many articles and illustrations on the sobject, enough in thew-
selves to form an intereseing volume. The Besaer (to which The
Country hos been added}, The Live 8fock Jowrnal, The Jowrnal of Horéi-
culbure, and The Faneciery® Chronicls have also had E1'nqunnt‘pnpnra on
pigeons.

Besides ol theze, there are soveral forcign books on the subjoct. It
appears Akbar, the Mognl Emperor, who reigned in Delhi nearly 200
yeirs ngo, was® fond of pigeons, and that his prime minister, Abdool
Furjool, wrote a treatise on them sbont the year 1506, .I have heard
mention of this when in India, but I am not aware if it is extant,

I hove & quarto of thirty-two pages in Latin and German, “published
at Jonm in 1706, entitled ** De Jure Columbarnm vom Tanbon-Reeht" (the
Law of Pigeons or Pigeon-rights), which appears to be an argument at

Inw,om the rights of pigoon fanciers or kespers. It cAntains quotn-
[ ]

tions from Roman and Latin writers. .

“ Les Pigeons de Volidre ot de Colombier,"' by Massrs. Boitard and
Corbie, 18 an octave book of 240 pages, published at Paris in 1524, It
cqnining twonty-fiva plates of pigeons, fow of which are nicely drawn,
Those who have Brent's book may sce the style of them, ns most of his
are copied fgom this book, and not improved in the copying, Doitard and
Corbie deseribe twenty-four races of faney pigeons and snb-divide them into
122 varieties. The book was publishgd with plain plates, coloured plates,
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and on vellum paper with coloured plates, at 6., 12f., amd 24F, respectively. «
It seoms to troat ita a:lirj:ct more from a haturalist's thau faneier’s point
of view. It is now worth consideribly more t#an the pnblished prices,
having become searce, as mueh as 158, being somotimes asked for the
edition with plain plntos. £

Other French works on pigeons are, Lullin, F., ‘; L'are de«listingnor,
d"élever, do multiplier ot d'engraigser los diffirentes capdcos et varietds
des Pigeons, do Colombigr, ot de Valiire," avee 28 planches, Paris 1860,
12mo. ; Didienx, M., ** Guide d'éleganr des Pigeonsmle Colombier, ot de

*Volitre, Paria; ns well az eeveral oibes gmall hanudbooka,

Of Gomonn books on famey pigeons there nre 5 considerable number.
The principal one is '‘ Das Ganze def Tanbenzuht ™ (the whale art of
brocding I-igumie],.h_'i' Gottliesh Neumedster, 'I'his'js now in its third
edition, having been Grst published in 1839, T beliova, Tho copy I have
was published at Weimar in 1576, and is edited by Herr Gustav Priitz,
the editor of a German bi-monthly periodical on pigeons, entitled
Colunibin, which is published at Stettin, ® Das Ganze dor Taubenzuoht ™
in u.nu'biumg quarto book of about sixty closel prioted pages, illnstrated
with seventeen colomrod plates of fancy pigeons, each containing from
four to fourteen separate figures. They are extremely crude ns vegards
execution, but serve to give some idea of the nomerous varietios faneiod
in Germany. =

" Die Arten der Haustanbe ' (the varictics of the domestic pigeon),
by the aboge Herr Gostay Priitz, is an octavoe book, which containg il
the letigrpress in Neameister’s work, and o little in addition. This book
id not illustrated, except by a alight woodent of nn English poutor (from
Tegotmeior's ““ Pigoonsz "), on the cover, The copy I have is the third
edition, published at Leipzig in’ 1575, and the anthor gives o list of
Clerman puﬁ]fﬂ.\liﬂnﬂ on tho subject of pigoons, which nppum'm be
numerous,  Of these T moy mention, Brohm, Chr. Ludw., * Dig Natur-
geschichte ond Zucht der ‘Tauben," Weintar, 1857, A now edition, by
Gustar Priitz, is in the press ; Carl, L., & Untersuchungen iibor dan Sehii-
delban domestivirter Taaben,” Pirna, 1878 ; Korth, Dr, D., “ e Tanben.

zucht zum Vergniigen, oder diu_Flug\-una Hoftanben,* Berlin, 1855 :
Puteche, Be., * Tuubﬂnknlechi_-imnu, mit 3 Kupfertasetn,' Leipzig ;
** Der Tanbenfreund,” Gth edition, Plauen, 1876 ; ** Der Tauber oder dia
Geheoimnisse der Tanbon-und HAbnerzucht,”* 4th edition, Naumburg,
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{260 : Webar, I, A., * Der Taubenfreund, oder grimdlicher Untevrioht
it dor Tagbonzucht,* 2nd ediffon, Qm:ul!iuhltr.ﬂ. 1850 : Woltmann, J. 1.,
vt Dar* Tanbenschlngy offer die Wittung und Plege,” thirteen plates,
Altona, 1876,

In 1874 thire was published at Deesden n now book on ponltry and
pigeons, wntithed ** I]ln:—tnn\_s Handbuch dor Fedorvichzueht,” by D
Ae E. E. Baldamus.  Vel. I, containginformation on fowls, ducka, geese,
L. : and Vol. I, is chiofly on piggons. Tt apweara to bo a compilation
from Neumeister®Priitz, and Fultog. It is a large cotave of 452 poges,
beantifnlly printed, and well illnstrated with good woodeuts, copiad it
small from Mr. Ladlow's illustrations to Ful®n's pigoon booke

The Tislian publifations on Yancy pizeons are confined, as faras [
know, to deseriptions of the Modenese flying pigeong.  The first book on
this subject was C. Malmusi's ** Dei Triganicri : conni storiei " (Histori-
o2l notices of the Triranicri—technical name for thoe Modeness pigeon
fiyerz). This i3 a rare little book ; it woa published in 1851 in Modena,
bLeing reprinted from the ;Tuum:]. U"Indieaford Modenese. Profeszor
Bonizzi says reganding it*** The author has collocted, from, Yooks and
archives, all that can besknown of the history of the Triganieri, and
sptaks with much learning abount their origin and their sport. o

In 1372, Dr. Fulvio Martinelli, published at Modens, in folio, n work
of 107 pages, J..‘nL.!.L!EIi “ WMemorie Sulls Colleziono di Colombi mostrali,™
regarding which Bonizzi saye, ' From which title everyone would certainly
expect the description of a collection of pigecns ; wherens, instead, the
memorin] commences a4 if it were n goneral treatise on pigegns, and
continues giving stupid arguments ; it gpeaks so little and so conlfusedly
about the Modenese pigeons, that T beliove it is fmpossible to form an
idea of them from it. I hoped then to find in it nseful lmtww about the
breefling, to see verified in it the experiments which I sup pqlmd :I:m! been
made by the asthor with our pigeons, but I was disappointed Tn this
expoctation.’”

In 1872 there was poblished by the Soeista Veneto-Trentina di Selenze
Nfturali, an admirsble treatize on the Modenese pigeons, entitled ** La
Varinzioni dei Colombi Domestici, di Modona, di Paclo Bonizzis® This is
paged 265-3 22, and illustrated with bwo folding coloured plates, containing
in all twenty varioties of the Triganica pigeon. This treatise isthe work
of n scholar and fancier, and goes thotoughly into its subject.
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In 1870, Professor Bonizzi pablished, st Modenn, o
180 pagos, entitled * L l._ﬂ!nmhi di Modean, " which is \ ﬂ:ru:;hgg
hig 1872 work. In thias he mentions o loss thom 152 diffe n‘hﬂ-
of the Modena pigeon, all of which have received nomes from the
Trignnieri. This is illustrated by tho same two coloured plates as aboves
mentioned, and by two plain plates of the pigeon house and its‘ﬁ tinga.

Um the subject of racing, mes :-onger.. or what are cafled homing plgnuqm
goveral books have been uublmimul Iu this conntry Meszrs. Hontledge
and Bons have published one pnuﬂrd “The Homing Pigeon,”” by Mr.
&Y. B. Terotmeier, F.Z.3., pud "-In:-se-; Hartley nnd Sons, Woolwich,
importers gf these birds, puplish another called ** Homing Pigeons ; their
Eearing, Tmining, nod Mepagement,s’ price 1lss The cardiest book
published abroad on this subject I know of in one I have, cutitled ** Lo
Colombe, ]11:55151-:1; plus rapide que D'éclnir, plas plompie gue lo noe,
par Michel Sabbagh, traduit de 1"Arabe on Frangois par A. I. Silvestre
di Saey. A Paris, do I'imprimerie imperiale, an. xiv. = 1805."" 'This ia
o benutifolly printed cotavo volome of nindty-six pages, which on being
oponed has the Arabie cn the right hand and ghe Frenoh translation en
the ]uft_‘ The Belginn physician, Dr. F. Chapuis, since dead (Oetober,
18789, pnblished the following works: '* Le Pigeon Vogagenr Helge,
Verviers, 1865, * Lo Pigeon Vogagour Belge, de son Instinet d’Orient-
ation ™ and ** Le Pipeon dons les Forteresses ot 4 Zauzibar, M. La
Porre de Hoo is author of ** Lo Pigeon Messager, ou (ide pour 1'¢live
du Pigeon Voyageur,'" Parls, Other French works are 1 Payerno, * Note
gur ln Nosographio des Pigeons,'" Cherbourg, and Espanct, Al, *f Do
I'Edn(mfjau des Pigoons, des Cigoanx de Luxe, de Volitre of de Cage,””
Paris. ¥

Tha German beoks on voyageur or homing pigeons inelnde Lenzen, H.
J., * Die Bribftanbe," Dresden, 1873 ; Dettel, Roby, ‘' Der GofliigeMiof,"
5thoda,, Weimar, 1874; Du Poy de Fodie ** Die Brieftauben in der
Kriegskunst," Leipziz, 1873 ; and Ress, Dr. Karl, ** Die Brieftanbo. Ein
Hand-und Lebrbuch fiir ihre VerpAegung, Abrichtung, &e.,'" Hanover,
1677, -

In Heg Pritz's list of books on pigeons in his * Die Arten der
Hanstanbe, he mentions, Hares, E. D, “ The Strocinre, Flight, and
Habits of the Different Varictics of the Domesticated Pigeon," Boston.
1 have not scen this, the ouly book on pigeons published in Awmerca, 1T
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23 Faney Pigeons.

B L with the excoeption of the repring of ** Moors's Columbarinm.'
Tha American fanciers havoe several periodicenls Yt treat of pigeons and
other pet stock, which awe gonceally®very well got up as rogords papor
and printing, but T have not found, and I can searcely yot expoct to find,
in them much original matter on the subject of faney pigecps. In their
illuﬁlmﬁuq: of Jboth ponliry and pigeons the influcnce of AMre. Ludlow, of
Bigningham, is very "plainly seen, I have no doubt that by and bye the
American fanciera: will make their mark ingthe breeding of faney
pigeons, a3 thoy hggre not grudged 1::- expend large smms in the purchnse
of good stock, . - -

In conclusion T may say that the anthor’s edidion of the ** Treagise on the
Almond Tambler," 18#2, was priced on the title page *seven shillings,"”
and that this is generally alierad with pen and ink to * fve shillings.’
Tha remainders webe bonght by A. Hogg snd Cu.:wim printed o now
title page for them, on which was printed ** prico 4., in extrs boards"

Mr. Wolstenholme, the artist, who i3 now over eighty years of age,
wrote to me lately saying, That the scf of six plates of the ponter,

nrrier, &ec., were first puwblished by himself, for -his own ar:;:cnnt, in
1834, He =old the plateg to Eaton, who repuoblished them with his
! Treatise on Pigeons,” in 1852, Alr. Wolstenholme wrote me in June,
1575, “ I was the inventor of gnrfece printing in colours inthe year 1847,
but was not gble to patent it. The prints were exhibited in the Grent
Exhibition of 135] 05 4 new mode of printing. From them all the colour
printing of the present day comes, from which mony have made lurge

fortunes."” .

For many years [ have cn deavonred to obtain a copy Moore's ** Colom-
barinm,"" and, in searching for it, I kave written hundreds of letters nnd
spent many days wandering over London enquiring for it.  After correct-
ing tifse pages I am happy to be able to ndd that on the Lt.l'rﬁavnmher,
15879, I obtained an original and perfect copy of this rare book, sa
precions to o pigecn fancier. There ars now, therefore, two copies of
the * Colpmbarinm ' ootsida of the British Musenm, Mr. Ezquilant's
and sine.
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THE PJGEON HQUSE, LOFT, AND AVIARY.

I surposk the majority of pigeon fanciers who commenced their pursuit
when young, began by keeping & few common birds % flying tomblers
in bozes fxed to some wall out of reach of cats or other enemies, ‘This
wis the way [ bogan the fancy, and somae narrow escapes [ had when up
the ladder inzpecting what was going on in#tde my pigeon locker ; and I
would strongly advize all gouardians of pizeoy-keeping boys who have
no other means of honsing their pets thon in wall boxes, to see that they
are not only well secured to the wall—{or I havs known them to give woy
from improper fastening—hbnt fized at no great distanco from the ground.
Keeping really good pigeons in wall boxes is almost out of the question
for little control over the birds ean be exercised, and sboner or Inter, if
the youngz fapeier means advancement in his pursuit, hoe muost find wﬁys
and means for the better housing of his pots.

Whan .1:|u other means of keoping pigoons fthan in wall boxes is con-
venicnt, then they should be made of larch or other durable wood, and
well jointed, g0 a3 to allow the wind no entrance, except Teom the holas
at which tha :birr]e. go oot and in, and they ought to bo fixed in thesmost
gheltefed position available, To keep pizeons in boxes freing the enst or
north is unnecessary ernclty ; for even if o wallis so exposod, the boxes
can be fastened, so that the fronts necd not face the cold exposnre,

The box space necessary for ench pair of all small pigeons, suohy ns
tumblers gud turbits, is about 12in. by 12in., and 10in. high. This ia
the measuroment inside, and, in addition, thero is the Ignding board,
which will project aboul 4in. Unless cach pair is provided with two
such spartments, there will be litde pease in tho colony, for pigoona do

T




24 Fancy Pigeons,

not like to lay in their last nest, Common lordy bivds genorally go to
nost when their young ones® are about a l‘aanight vr eighteen  days
old, and 20 thore is reatly no aecolfmodation for thom in the old place.
The plan of having two nesting places (entering from one hole) on n
lower level than the lnding board, but divided inside by w picee of
wood, =Q‘~'l'.-' ko keep the young ones from the sitting hen, is not o good
gie.  The young chies will find their way over the division much sooner
than they wonld do from ene separste apargnent to auother ; nnd the
diffienlty in cleaging ont the old_ nests, when lower in lovel than the
Innding board, in boxes fixed af some height from the ground, is vofy

Fra, 1,—Pieeox Hovsx ror Four Parmra,

groak.  No seraper conld do it thoroughly ; oven the hnm]u:uf the owner
conld not reach all the cormers, and bot few conld adopt such o disfusting
method, as the nests of young pigeons just flown are very fonl. A hinged
bottom piece would ceriainly facilitate matters, bot the wind wonld find
itegvay past snch an arrangement,

The inside shonld therefors be on the spme lovel with the Tandjng hoard,
asin Fig. 1, goul it will not matter much, thongh the landing board iteolf
is mot divided in its length between the bwo nests given to eacl pair, for
althongh the young ones will leave tha nest when aboot thres and a half

-
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The Pigeon House,«loft, and Aviary. 25

weoks olid, and join their sitting paront, no bad result will follow ; they
will not injure the oggs; they will be ofach warmer at night ; snd by
the time their suocessors are hatched, their parofits will have driven thom
ont, being about five woeks old, ablo to fly and to do for themeelves, Such
o pair of nests may be muoltiplied according to tho wishes ol" the pigeon
keopor. The moof of the whole must nlways havo sufciend elope to
carry off the rain, and should hﬁ-iu ong piece, ns wood 17in, wids gan
eazily be got. . =

No onp who is really interested in his pigeons will laug continue to kesp
®%hem in wall lockers il he esn by any means avoid it, and some vacant
building, shed, or loft, wHl bo approprizted for the purpose. Such a
place & fancier ought, with the assistemice of a fé% cnrpentor’s tools, to
be able to 6t up himpsell. Cot and rat prool he must bave it, and mouse
prool also, if possible, for while the former will desfru:.r the birds thom-
gelves, the latter spoil their food.

The great majority of fancy pigeons may bo allowed thoir liberty in the
open nir, with snfety to their livez and positive advantage to their health,
but chojge ponters, carciers, short-faced tunsblers, jacobing or fanfails,
are not 30 able to take care of themselves. s 5till, it is surprising how
wary even eoch varieties as these become, if flown from their squenkor-
kood. In granting them their liberty, however, which must only be
oceasional, necording to the wosther, the owner must bo entirely guided
by circumstances, such ag the surroundings of his plave and the special
¢harnoter of cach bird. There must always be a certain nmount of risk
enccuntered, and it is for the ewngr to consider whether the advantages
to be gained will ontwoigh it. Choion pi,gmn:tnn doubt live o long time
in elose confinement, when trested with reasonable and ordinory care,
for many hzﬁs no other means of keeping them, If oceazional entice
liberty ennupt be given them, an open air Aight, inclosed by wire thtting,
will be of great advantage. This should always be roofed in, and only
open to the less exposed aspects. The lurger it can bo mado the better ;
but even a very small open air fight will materially assist in keeping the
birds in good health. When pigeons are kept in & room or loftawith
no ontside Liberiy, an opening, covered with wire netting, for the ad.
mittance of light and air, should be provided. It shouldeface the south,
to admit the snnlight, and have & wide Loard adjoining for the birds to
rest on. ‘The wost domineering of them will monopolise thia place ns

B & e e &
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Jmuch as thay can, but their domestie duties will prevent them being
always thero, o that all will he%e some ndvantago from it,

They may either boe fad from o Mt board that hasn marginal odge
running round it, raised about an inch, to prevent tho scattering of their
food, or from & self-supplying hopper. By tho exercise of due eara in
not puttisg dewn more grain ench time the birds nre fod than they
will ent, thore need ndt be much wastp of food. Giving them too much
at a time, and then grudging to throy awayany what becomes soiled is bub
poor economy, and & likely enuze of Qfecase among thom, If o flat board
iz nsed for their feeding on, it shonld bo well meraped each time fresh food™
i# given, nnd eny left over will oot be lost if fowls aro keps. In the
breeding season, whet? o constart supply of food is more neeessary,

hoppers made of zine or wood, snch az tha illnatration {Fig. 2}, will bo
-

Fro. 2 —Gnaiy Horree.

-
* usofol. They can be mede of any desired length. The 1id or lids, if

they are intended to bo M:’Ellﬂd inzide, open with hinges, and shonld be
at such an angle asg will prevent the birds resting on them. A wire
run albogr the ridge, reised an inch and a half, will kanp:thfrm from
settling there. As the food is onten from tho trongh, the bulk {haide
will continue falling down, amd =o insure a constant aupply as loog aa it
lasts. By an juside division, dividing the hopper ints twe parts, two
kinds or two separate mixtorcs of food may be supplied. . Hoppera of
varions designs may be bought from mannfactorers whe make a speciality
of them. Onosdias Iately been brought out in which the food is exposed
by the pigeon stepping on the boared in front of it, which prevente waste
from mice or sparrows, their weight beibg insufficient to open it.



The Pigcon House, Loft, and Aviary, a7

The water fonniain may bo bought complote, of varions patierns;
but & good one may be imfrovised by carofully punching o hole in o twa
pallon stono jar, near the boitom, nml hermetieadly scaling the mouth.
This, placed in a flowor-pot snucer, the edgze of which is higher than the
orifice mada in tho jar, will complete tho fountain.  But » better kind of
jar iz that made of varions sizes, like the illustration (Fig. :h_, which,
being without » bottom, can bo better cloaned out.® When the pigl'-'l:lgl
housa has an outside Qighf on the g'rclunﬂ, or when the fancier ns moro
than one such place, supplying thr_"t:inis with drinkjpsr water ecan ho
batter performed from the oufside. T mgde for mysalf o pattern in wood,
like Fig. 4, Jrom which Ihad sovern]l casts in iron taken, and I hod them

galvanized. These sancers are placed outside my flichts, with the

-
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projecting part put through a hole cut in tfh;I wira netting, By this
method, t'mm.thn arrangements of my pigeenry, T can supply my birds
with drinkingwater in half the time it wonld take to carry it insida.”

As g specimen of o pigeonry, quite extensive enough for ono man to
attend to whe has to do overytling connected with it himself, beforoe
and after business hours, I have prepared a plan of my own place (Fig.
5}, which, thongh not pérfect by any means—for almost overy day bringa
forth some new want—is new tolerably complete. Tis mrrangement may
ba carried out on ecithor o greater or smaller seale by skyowne, either
erecting = columbarinm from the beginning or adapting some existing
buoilding. P is the entrance door®to the court, which measores abond



28 Frney Pipeons. -
80ft. by 80it., and is surronnded by high walle, The buildings are placed
agninst tho north wall, whicl® is abont 19ft. I'i|,ig"|-|, and they slope down
to about Tift. in fronte The voof%s slated, bot abont one-third of the
open air fighis, marked BB, CC, and DD, are roofed with glass to admit
light, and they are wired in front. E is the entrance door to the whols ;
1 :‘I-"If']'-l:r‘ﬂ'!hiﬁ.'|11:ln from having ofton lost birds in other places, by the doors
ig the open air fights being loft open iueide:ﬂul]y, being blown open by thoe
wind, or by the birds dazhing past me when entering ; and it may
happen that notgnly the birds r-i.mmaelw.-u may be lost in such cases,
bot any young ones they may have, may.die for want of o snitab®
changes 1o another pair being handy nt the time. The room ¢4 i3 about
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16ft.dong by 12ft. broad, and has o table running half rotnd it abount
2ft. broad, cﬂp:lbis of holding ten bell-shaped wire ghow p;nn for*train.
ing pouters. Below the table are two tiers of matching pons, each pair
haying a sliding wired frame dividing them, which, when withdrawn,
eogbles the birds to go together. Two large sorn chests for holding
food are also ghown, on the top of ono of which nre more matching
pens, and the, top of the other is wsed as a carpenter’s bench, guoite a
nogessary in such a place, and never long out of wee. The rooms A, B,C,
and D are lighted by roof lights, opeging when required for ventilation.
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B is a room about S0t by 120t for small pigeons, such se tumblera,
turhits, owls, and ;i:n.mbin;.. and is Gtted with four tiers of mnesting
plages, construeted on the principlo #hown in FigeG,

Each nost box (Fig. 6) isnbout Liin. long by 12, deep, and 11in. high.
A door, hinged at the bottom, covers two nests, which suflice for a pair
of birds, and each nest is nombered for roferonce. About, ond fonrth of
the door is ont away for entrance, and o landing bolrd, supported by
gmall bracket, ia fived to §§. A l:anu:l. serowed to tho wood that divides

Fro, .—Nesnye DoxEs,

each pair of nests keeps the door secure, and if made so as to have no
play, will mever be accidentally forced up. The pair of nests numbored
7 and § are shown closed, and those marked 25 and 26 partly opens 1
find this stylo of nesting place answers very well for small pigeons, each
pair of birds having all they requive; they nest first in thosone and then
in the other, and by the fime the young ones aro ablo to come out they
are stroug enough to fly. The eintle landing boards have the adrantage
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of kecping ench pair entirely to themselves, nud they are generally ahle
to hold their own against alPcomeors, as thﬂ;{y ia little room for fighting

on them, - .

BE (Fig. 5} is the open air flight of B, and hos rosting boards, 3101,
frow the gpround, 18in. wide, and closo to the wall, running round it.
When HI:‘I'B i n space between the board and the wall it is dungerous for
gouters, fantails, ahd aneh pigeons. I like the Lroad resting bonrds, as
they give plenty of room for the Eirul:i pessing onch other, WW are the
water fountains fer the epen air flights, placed ontaide, with their enncers
projecting throngh the wire. Ta tho fronteof BE there is n teap fitf@d
with bolting wires, onabling the birds when at liborty, whichethey nlways
are in good weathef, to enter, dut not fo pasa ont, nnless the bolting
wireg bo tiod up.  C s o room 12f%, by 12f¢., fitted up with three tiers of
nests for pouters.” Each nest is 20t long, 18in. deep, and 13in, high, I
bad them with hinged doors, something like those shown in Fig. G, but
did not find them to answer for ponters. Inm the winfor thoy are quite
open, and havea bleck of %ood placed fn them, for tho birds to perch
on, In the breeding sesson I cover them half in, ron o piece of wood
Sin. square up the centwe, and the birds nest in the dark half, Like
othera I know, I could never be satisfied with so fow birdz as 1 conld find
acesnmodation for on the ground, so must ron cortain Haks from the young
ones falling from the higher nests, and be as careful in guarding agninst
snch mishaps ad possible. D is another reom, 10ft. by 12ft., fitted np
with nesting plages as in O, and has a flight of 180, long, mgarked DD,

There i a great advantage in having asoveral curmlmrtmgnts. in n
pigeonry, for without them it will sometimes be found almost impossible
to unmateh eertain pa.ir»s', when it ia desirable to do so,

Earthenwars nest pans of from 8in. to 10in, in dismeter are nsed very
much in Esgland for pigeons breeding in: bot in Scot]n;'uﬂ, or ot least
in the eastern part of it, they nro not much in request. I have usdd them
myself, but never found any advantago from them, and have long ngo
given them np, As a protection for the eggs I sproad coarse sawdnst
in dhe nesting places to the depth of an inch, On this the birds build their
own nposts of straw, or I make them for them when necegeary. In
the breeding honses I have nsed aswdnst over the floor, to the depth of
ooe o two inches, and have found it very suitable, When pasaggl throngh
a riddle of }in. mesh ones o week, it will last for several weeks, but should
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bo renewad oftener if the place be troublod with inseots, Pine sawdust
soon logos the pungent smell, which holps gomewhat, though not entirely,
to drive away vermin. ™ i

Unless pigeon honses nro often cléaned ont, the smell arising from the
dung soon becomes unplensant., Ielean out my own places every
moming, and as, from their extont, the time roquired in doing so is
considerable, I have been obliged to find out the mest snitable tools for
tho purpose. These are a trinngitre stecl seraper (Fig. 7) and n steel
hand shovel {Fig. 5). Tho former if good for all cogper places and {he
latrer for broad surfaces, 51:1:1.1 LT ﬂw‘ figors and rosting boards in the
flights. "I.Ehr.-n held at the_prvapm- angle, the lattor removes everything

Fio. 7.~5TEEL Scmaven.
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opposed to it aa fast as one ean walk along. "It should be of the bost
stecl and kept sharp. Thoso made of ahest iron wenr but n shork time.
A stablo hroiam. ot with stiff Drazil fibro, is also necessary for swebping
all mp? when the seraper and shovel have dona their part, in frecing thoe
dung from the wood. T have given up using sawdust on the floors for
zome time, not that I disapprovo of it, but merely bocanso 1 conld not
procurs it convepiently, Tho Inbour in cleaning oot the honsss i ga
great when eawdust is used sz when it is not, for tho ronowing nnd
riddling of it takes up mueh time, and when the foors nrossoraped daily

the dung has no time to harden aod adhers to the wood, when it booomes
more diffieult to remove. .
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Tho best covering for the floors of ontside flights is small gravel ;
such as ean bo got from sea Ypaches, mixed teo some extont with broken
ghells, is very useful, thy birds using much of it to aid thom in digosting
their food. Tt should be raked wp now and thon, and rencwed when it
gots solled. A tray, containing limo from old buildings, shonld also be
provided Eﬁ Litu flight, and unloss this be done tho fancior must look for
an nndne proportiomof soft-sholled eggs.  Pigeons aro very fond of ealt,
which can be given them in vorious® forms. Somo throw down o littlo
common eoarso salf, on n flat board? onee or twite a week, or place o picce
of rock salt in a cornor of the flight; whils others mix old lime, gravel,
clay, and salt into a mass, and put it into boxes, open on ono side or
ploreed with holos, fgr the I:ird.a‘ to peck ::t. Recipes for TJ:m'k“'mg tho
#alt cat, ns it is enlled, may be fonnd in the old pigeon books; but the
phove ingrodionts #re all thet are renlly required. e

What has been called o great improvemeont in fitting np o pigeon housa
is an arrangement similar to a lot of hat or clothes pegs fixed to the walls
for the birds to perch on. Those may neither be unsuituble nor nnserviens-
mble for =mall active pjgeons, but they are certainly dangerons for
pouters, earriers, fu.ntailﬁ,'ju.mbinﬁ, and trompeters of the betier sork,
all of which shonld have no resting plages except their nests, or the floor
of the loft.
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. SELECTION OF STOCK.

Ix the soloction of stof.lr. the pigeon fancier has mony 'I.'J:IEBHES to choose
from. Not only do the forms of pigeons vary much, bt their plumagae
is diversificd to an extraordinary degree, and the disposition or temper of
the birds themselves varies greatly in difevent breeds,  Most, if not all,
who begin pizeon keeping early in lifo, comfonce with common ldnds,
with which they learn the rodiments of the faney, and so gain the ex-
perience necessary to enable thom to keop bhosmors ehoice breods with
sneeess.  Of all whe do so begin pigeon-keeping, however, but fow follow
it up in after life, oither from want of the nocessary necommodation
being found in the places to which their desting may lead them, or, more
often, becanse the porsuit has no real hold on their minds. Whether
the fancier begin carly or Inte in life, it is necessary for him &0 spond some
pmh:.tinunp‘ time in mastering the rudiments of his porenit, and te do so
with expeneive birds, the beanties of which ho cannot probably realise, i
n waste of money, nnlesz he may have somo u':'p.uriunl:lﬁﬂ, friond often
at hand to direct him in their managemont.

As n 'hcginnrpg, no better pigeons than commen tumblers con bo fut
into the hands of o young fancior, Thoy are neat aud tidy in APPOLTADOS,
of varied and beantiful colonrs, and their performances in the oir are &
constant source of pleasare to their owners. There aro fow fanciors,
however select their pigeons may b, wha, if they can find accommodation
for them, fafl to keep some pairs of these cogaging birda, Thoy bread
freely, are very hardy, and are serviceable feedera for other pigaons,

The pigeens that look best on the wing wra those of pronomnced
markings, such a3 baldheads, torbits ®ind nuns, As they wheel round in

¥
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-
il their fizht, the contemst Lobween the white and coloured part of their

plumage is very striking, Boutors, of whal might be called & socond
guality, for the choissst nro scascely to bo trusted at Inrge, Noewich
eroppers, pigmy pontors (such as Austrinns and Isobels), and pounting

horsomen, of half-bred pooters and carricrs, ove all capital flyers and

sail thrgtrb'h the nir in fine style. .
. The pigeons thft bocome most familise with their owners are pounters |

aml fantaila. It is nocessary for® tho {urm;r to become very tame if

intonded te be gehibited, as, clthirm-iu.t'll.uy losa much of their beanty I

and chanes of snecoss in competition.  Og the other hand, carriers laok

bost wild and alarmed, familiarity on their, part spoiling their fine shape

and statuesque apparanco. .

Runts, though they look guoiet and sedate in the loft, are often of a 1
apiteful dispositiin, making the festhers fly by the dozen from birds that |
happen to encroach on their presecves.

Carriors are alzo very vicions, snd play snd havoe with each other
when they fall out. -

Trumpeters, such as were in England before the so called Russian ones
wero introdoced, were ngted for their quarrelscme t]ispl:-ai.tiun:m:-:l I hove l
seen nn unruly cock of this breed monopolise a whole loft to himself, 4

preventing, till his removael, the least chanee of suecess in breeding from

the birds associnted with him, !
Owls, the Otiontal frilled varieties, and turbits, the latter in o less '

degree, are shy and reserved in their demeancur, leaving [ﬂm’r neats and

yonng ones on the slighteat alarm ; but this will bo of littlo consequenso

if the canse of their disquiotwede bo scon removed, when they will «

gpenorally return withont delay to their nosts. .
If pigeons of waried and striking plamage bo reguired, they may be f

foifnid in srehangels, almond tumblers, the eastern frilled -v:iriutins. nnd in

many of the German toys ; eontrosts of colonr among nuns, agpies, 5

gwallows and such kinds; while pounters, enrriers, short faces, barba,

jncobins, fantails, owls, turbits, and trumpeters prosent abnormal confor- '
mation, and are denominated high-class pigeons, in distinction from those
- having little but curions colonr snd marking, hecanse such conformation RS »
is more diffenlt to preduce, and therefore thonght mere of when ebtaingd g
in a high degree than mere feather. v
= But though a genuine pigeon fancier may have o [:rcfnrcncn for somo 1
A
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particular varieky, ho will not be insonsible to the beautics of others; nnd
doring an extonded enreer in the fancy, I will most likely have been
posaessed of specimens of evory kind 8 fancy piglon he has been ablo to
obtain, Thereis always n chorm to the fancior in tho acquisition of some
new variety not provionsly possessed by him, which ia taken np s o kind
of extra thing, in addition to the variely on which his faney §8 moro
permanontly fixed, and ns he tives of it somo othor n;\'-:lt:.r will take itg
place; for, ns will be aftowrards oxplained, it is not wise to keep many
varieties at a time if it i3 expocted togbreed nny of them to perfection.
Edbh distinet kind of pigeon sa o study in itself, still, in nddition to the
favoured kinsl and withont deiracting from the attention it way require,
one or two other breeds may be introdnced into the%oft, when room ean
be afforded them, aa o sort of bye-play. =

In addition to the breeds that are strictly fancy pigeons, there are thoze
known as homing or racing pigeons, in the breeding and training of which
many fud great enjoyment.  Tho dragoon, long-faced beard, and skinnnm
wore formerly used in England for this ]_rl!l'pu-ssu, but of late the Antwerp
carriecr is glmoat exelusively employed for fiyfhy long matches. The
fiying funcy is o branch of the pigeon fanoy Ly*itself, nnd way be more
properly denominated as racing, though in the management of the birds
themselves there is litéle difference from thot necessary for the generality
of faney pigeons,

i B



* _ CHAPTER V.

FEEDING, EREEﬂf}vG, AND MANAGEMENT.

Tue grain ubn-d for feeding fancy pigeons is w]:leu.t barley, beans,
pens, tares, and’ Indian corn, besides somo ntlwr kinds. All of theso
nrn good in their way, and may be mixed together. The fancier will find
that gome birds prefer onme kind, and some another, The grain should
noither be too new, nor®too old, for whom nsed in the same year
ng it iy grown, it is in#ined to be too relaxing, nnd aph tr; roonr the
birds. On the other hand, old grain, that bas been ill kept and
perforated by worms or weavils, has lost most of its goodness, and a
great part of it will be refused by the hirds. Grain may be kept woll
for a considerable time if sprend on a wooden floor to the depth of
Gin. or 9in., and torned over once & week or so. ‘Tho place shonld be
free from dump, or it will become musty. Well condjtioned grain
keops the birds in good health, and makes a great differenes in the
number of young onos reared, for any that hns becoma too hard from
ape cannot be easily digested by them, nnd mmsty or worm-caten stuff,
being distastefnl to them, the soung ones suffer in conseqnence.  When
floor gpace iz not available for storage of grain, it a]mq’d be changed
from ane bin 10 another ns often as convenient, or if kopt in sntks thoy
ghould be shaken np now and thon, with the ohject of destroying moths
and other inseels, which will assuredly find their way smongst it if left
Ing nndistarbed.

Wheat may be used more freely in the snmmer than in the winter.
Pigeons ar® fond of it, and, when given them to the extont of one fourth
of their supply. it is beneficial doring the breeding season.

Bacloy is pood foed for pigeons,®and T have nsed it, to some extent,

-
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nearly all the year round ; indeed, I have kwown of good results from
pigeons fod on nothing bof barley. Tt izsgencrally the choapest of all
pigeon food, and c¢hespness is an objedt with manyy but the birds are not
fond of it.

Peas are the siaple food for fancy pigoons, and the kind T use are
imported into Leith from the Continent. Thay are much ;.;m'[;c: than
the grey field peas usnally grown in this country, which are, however
the best of food, and are I“‘iufi.p."l.]h’%r[}r mottled, with some admiztore
of white and blue ones ; occasionally ti[w:.r hava a fow rgther large brans
among them. They woigh abput G3lb. per bushel, and cost from 33s,
to 42u. per guarter, acoording to the market. I bave rend of white poos
being unsnitable food for pigeons ; but gho very best rosulis I hove ever
known in pouter breeding were from them and Indian corn mixed.

Beans are good fce?liﬂ[; also, but the small ones, known aa tick beans,
are not always procurable at o reasonable price. Such as are known ns
Egyptian, which are of o medinm sizo, may be got chenply somotimes.
Horze beans are rather large for the majfrity of pigeons, bot poutors
aat them r:mliiy when mized with their ether fool, in small proportion.

Tares are capital foeding. Thoy are of twoskinds, home and foroign.
The former, at least as grown in Seotland, aro nearly as lerge ua
small peas ; bat have been lately at fomine prices, from 805, to 1008, o
guarter. Tho foreign are very small, not half the size of the homo
kind, thoogh quite as good for pigeons. When procurable at or under
408, n quurll:;r [ always use them, and I have bought thom as low ns
£7 the ton, which is only nbout 31s. per quarter.

Indian ‘corn or maize ia of varions kinds. Ono sort is largo and flat
in the grain, and another small and round,  The former is said to bo the
best value as food, but it ia oot so suitable for pigeons as the lntter,
which is n-.ﬂl:?.l Hungarian, as it is inclined to stick in their throfts,
MMaize tay bo generally bought at about the rate of £7 per ton, thomgh
I have known it as low ns £5 10s Considering it weight per bushal,
and nutritions qualities, I believe it is the cheapest of all grain for the
pigeon fancier, and it may be used in the proportion of one fourth a1l the
yoar roond.

I bave never nsed buckwheat or dari; the latter is mesmall targ-
shaped white grain from the Levant, and has been well spoken of in late
Fears as good feeding for pigeons. ®onnd rice, often procurable cheaply
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when partly broken, is good to mix with the stock of grain. Paddy, or
rice in the hosk, which is ¥ke barloy in afipearance, thongh somowhat
fistter, s much nzed s Indin, wimre I hove bought it as low as 2s. per
mannod of §21b., Thero iz nlss o eapitnl pizeon geain, grown in Rengal,
called mollah, costing there from 35 to 4s. por mound. This is o
amall rg'ﬁlul, poa, about 3-18ths of an inch in dinmotor, blue-grey in
golour, and mottfed with brown epots. Mollah is first-class feeding,
snd might ba imported into 'En[;h‘m‘tl and mi;u:nmh cheapar than heans,
poas, and tares, gnd still leave o El:u:vﬂ profit to the shippar.

Pigeons are fond of all the sepds given Jo cago birds, such s millet,
eanary, and hempseed, but they are too Jear for gencealguse, thongh
they may be given a® an cccasiogal trent.  Hempseed is very stimulating,
and shonld be seldom given to pigecns kept in elose confinemont.

I have alreaﬂ; reforred to the way pigeons 'mu}' be fod in lofts.
When au outside flicht, covered with gravel, is provided for them,
the best way to feed them is to throw their food on the ground,
alwaga provided they can%see to pick it mp, which cortain heavily
wattled pigeons cannot«lo, For snch, hoppors must be provided. Sup-
posing o good many te be kept, this will be the most T:!puﬁitiona
way of supplying thom, Hoppors, to supply perhaps o hondred birds,
must be rather nomerens to provent them constantly gqnarrelling over
them, and more food is destroyed by feeding them from a flab bonrd
than from the “ground when kept constantly snpplied with clean gravel
s few inches in depth, During the breeding season they should be
fod carly in the morning, nt least, before eight o'elock ; nnt'l- if food
can be left for them over night they will go to it much beforo this hour
in the summer-time ; but this is not absolutely necessary. Forgotting
to feed them for lnlf a day will canee the death of many young ones,
pof® g0 much for want of food as from cold; forim mﬁ.-ls a cass tho
old ones will not continue  sitting on them, but leave them afd hang
abont waiting for their fond, Young pigeons, from their birth to their
goventh day, cannet long survive the want of their parents’ warm pro-
tection, oven in the heat of summer,

Tha water vessols shonld be refilled daily, evenif thoy hold more than
a day’s eupply; for if allowed to run dry the same bad resnlts follow
as from want of food, They should be frequently cleancd out with beiling
water, and such as have only a hole & them should bave some gritty eand

-~
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shaken up in them when being cleansed,  If placed ontside the Dight
and exposed Lo the rays of fho snmmer sungthey must cither be protected
from it by n box in extras hot dams, or froquently refilled with eold
water, for sun-heated water iz prejudicial both to the old i and young
OTeE,

As pigeons at liberty eat freely of lottnee and snch green fhu:] this
may bo supplied occasionally to those kept in cun'ﬁnuuu}nl- bul'.' it i=
not an absalnte necessily I{:-'- them,*ind I never give then soch in tn
winter time. 2

aRathing water may bo elloped them t,mc,-n n weok, wiuuh iz about as
ofton na thgy will eave to nsgit. If E:Lpplied in tho loft, no vessel, how-
ever comstrnoted, will prevent them daghing it sbent all ronnd for 2t
or 3ft., but s little snw-dust thrown npon the overflow will abaorh it in a
few minutes, when it.'m::c.- bo swopt up.  If tho bath W mado with sides
inelining inwards, mnch less water will be seattored abont than when they
are ppright or sloping ouiwards,

Supposing the pigeon fancier to have his lofl and its arrangements=
completed, and to have selected his stock of birds, the first thing he
will have o do will be to pair them togethey, In matching them up,
with the object of breeding good young ones, the gomeral role may be
lnid down thet whatever fanlts one of tho pair may possess, its mato
shonld not possess the same. A pair of pigeons having between thom
the properties sufficient to constitute o perfect specime, or something
approaching to it, are likely to amalgamate, in some of their progeny,
the sood pc;mtu. they possess; and by thia mothod naro the most
perfoct ali'ecimmg. of fancy pigeons produced. Buot, besides the appoar-
ance of the birds themselves, that of their patents aod more remote
anpestors shonld be considered whern it may be done, as pigeons,
in common ®ith other animals, throw bock to their ancestral ferm,
as moeh, nnd often more, than to their own parents. It will thereforo
be secn that swecessfnl pigeon brecding requires considerabla stuily,
althongh pood pigeons nre not unfroquently produced from had stook
by throwing back to better ancostors, but such chance birds are not
roliable for stock purposes. It is always bottor that a beginner should
procure his siock birds from o breeder who has proved fis ability to
turn out gooil stock of any particnlar variely, than to buy those of
whase pedigres he can learn nothing; for thers is mnch virtoe in a good
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#train, and much disappointment ssved by proouring sueh, And yob
the very best of pigeons wilkproduce plenty” of young onea quite unit
to go on breeding from, as all rasos living in o stristly artificial state
must necessarily do, so a fair amount of quality should be leoked for in
birds intended to commenes breeding from.

'["igt'ufs ago mated together by placing them in contignous pess,
fhm they can sed® ench other, When in good health they will gonorally
show signs of becoming paired in®a fow ﬂ:gru, but it is, of course,
necessary to keey them from the :B-i.[;ht of other birds, and espocially of
their last mates, or it will not 'Ela casy to goateh them up. When peo-
perly paired, it iz always as well, when prgeticobls, to placg them in o
loft apart from theis former mafps, should they have had such, for even
when these are themselves romatched, and with young ones, thay will
ocensionally be intlined to go together again, but :"u this respoct, and in
many others, pigeons show the most various dispositions. Two or
threa lofts snve much frouble to the fancier, and he can alwnys work
his birds about in them, so%s to save time in his broeding operntions.
When a pair show signsg of becoming mntched up, they may be allowed
to go togethor for a daogy, whem the union between them will bocome
more fized than if turned into the loft at ones. For this purpose,
matching pons have geoerally a aliding wired division, withdrawable at
pleasure. Onee or twice in my experience I hoave found it impossible
to permancnt!® match up a pair of pigeons. Though each wonld
pair in the ordinary way with other birds, they invariably eeparated
after being together n short time, seceming to hove somo ‘antiprnth:_r
to each other. In such a ense the only plan for kosping ench o pair
togethor, should there e some specinl rvemsons for deing =o, will be to
plucs them in o room by themseelves.

When all goes well, the paie will soon begin buildifle o nest, if
provided with materizls for deing #o, and, nenally within a woek, the
hen will Isy ler first egg, vory near five o'clock in tho evening. Sho
will not =it on it throngh the following night, but stand over it ; but
next day the cock will generally be in snch s hurey to begin the
procesa of inenbation, that it is always better to remove the egg as
laid, sobstiguting aoother, so ns to insore the two hatehing simml-
taneonsly, for when one is hatched n day beforo the other, the differencs
in size and strength of the young ones recms to get moro morked



‘-'r

Feeding, Breeding, and Management. 41

day by doy, and to incroase, rathor than diminish. Many hens are
apt to lose the power of ®their lmbs wheu about to lay, and such
must be carefully looked after. Others doso only at the beginning of
the breading sonson, when the weather proves wnngnally cold.  Although
thore iz no way of knowing an ogg to be such ns will produce a
healthy young ong, it may be told with almost certainty t'l u‘E ezgs of
a certain appenrance will come to no good. Those ﬂ'|n1. mu‘-wl of
being smooth whon ltiﬂh are ver® rough or of o honey- combell
appearance towards onoe ond, are gmerl.ﬂ} Lad, and thaush they contain
the germs of a living squab, ib will gu:mml]_'.- die in the shell. Very
small eggs yive rarely a yolk, in them, and vory Inrge ones have gonerally
a doubla yolk. The latter almost fnpariably dig during incubatiom,
thongh instances have been known of two healthy young ones boing
hatched and reared ffom them. Goed eggs have a snfooth appeamnece,
and o few honrs after being lnid, o round air spot, nsoally ot one
end of them, will be observed on holding thom up to the light. Tho
hen lava her second egg forty-five hours aftoe the first, or very nearly ab
two o' elock on the third day, nnd this is an almpat invariablo rale whon
all goes well, Tho first ege being replaced in Jho nest, inpubation then
commoences, and in n.nu,nleen eomplote days, more or less; nceording o
the weather, breed, and oloseness of sitting, the young are hatched.
There is o great differcnce in the breeding powers of hen pigeons,
and those that lay oftenest during their first seazon with®ut any foreing,
generally beeed for more sessons than such as lay only twice or Ehrice
in their first seazon, When a hen lnys single opgs to o nest it is
gﬂmral[y'a sign that her procreative powers are drawing to o close, or
that she is being nonaturally forced.
When the oggs have been sat on for three foll days, it may be deter
mined almost Rurely whether they nre fortile or not. When held agminst
a astront light, the heart and blood vessels branching from it, of the
embryo squab will be clearly scen in a good cpz. When no such ap-
pearance is visible, the ezg is bad, or, as happens cccasionally, it boas not
been sat on cleaely, if fertile ; bul in such a caso, anolher day shomld
determine whether it be good or bad. In a week o good egg & qnite
opaque when held against the light, and besomes of a blue cglour.
Should o newly Inid egg get chipped by the claw of the old bird,
or by other sccident, so long as othe skin below the shell be nob
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broken, thero is hope for it. A good thing to mend sueh a flaw iz the
marginal paper round shootg of postoge stemps, o plece of which the
fancier shonld alwaye- keep in his pocket. Early in the semsen, thin-
sholled eggs are often Inid, and ench geverslly get broken before boing
eat on many days. Should the fancier find his hon pigeons lnying many
ogEs Wil_ﬂl}llt; ghells or with thin shells, it is time for him to attend to
Emir gupply of old*lime and gravel. Sometimes o good egg will pet very
much indented o fow days befove i®is doe to rntu:h. So long ns the skin
be not broken, angl it scoms to g'i}t. tongher day by day, the indented
sholl may be carefully patehed up with gupmed paper. .

As o role, young pigeons that requive assistance from thy egy ave not
worth the trouble i connectign with them, Shortfaced tumblers are
an exopption; but all other breods, if possessed of the neeessary
strongth to devefbp into healthy birds, shonld be fllowed to hoteh with.
out any interference whatever.

Young pigeons when hatehed ave very helpless objects, but grow so
fost when all moes well that m great increnso in their size may be ohserved
day by day. They are horn blind and eoverced with a yellow down, which,
however, varies mueh negording to the eolour thoy are to be. Yilvers and
yollows aro hatehed with havdly any down on them, and this is n good
indication of these colourz, Yellows of the doepest and richest tint are,
however, not hatehed so thinly ecoverad as thoso of o washed-out or
mealy bue, sufh ns iz too often the cnse with many of our yollow
pigeons, nnd attention to this will be no ungertain indication of
the quality of colour that will be devoloped in dne time inn noawly-
hatched squab., When o week old, the young ones will ba well stubbed
over with feathers, which in anothor weel will bave bogun to break,
and give o good iden of eolour and marking, IE, doring this time, n
duiky inereasa in eize boe not observed, or if one keeps gai?ng Behind the
other, somothing i=s wrong ; but unless the want is evidently frém lack
of food or warmth, nothing can bo done with squabs so young., The
bowels or digestive organa are ont of order, and they seldom coms
right. The yonng of all small and hardy pigeona are as big as their
parents at from fonr to five weeks old, when they will leave the nest
and soon begin to feed themeslves,

Feeders, such as common pigeons, Deagoons, Antwerps, and the strong
and coarse specimens of fancy variefies, are used as nurses for the more
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chaies breads, and, although there i much misundersianding as to tho
powers of oven really good birds in their sbility to suesessfully rear their
own youug, feeders may bo advastageously wmade use of in many
instanees = but 2o long as good birds do perform their natural fonetions,
a3 the great majority are well able to do, it ia but natnral to allow them
to do go. Unless other egus or young ones be given to pigogua Fﬂ'lll:l- have
boon deprived of their own, they will often lny fmin mueh Rop1Er
than they wonld otherwisg do, and ®len this is often repented hbtlmlg
bot disaster ean result in the end. Sru:h unonturally foreed eggs are
ofen thin-shelled, nnfertile, gr, Hm;.r cnnf:nm birds, they wvery often
come to ngthing. Rather than -11]¢'-'i‘ good hens to overlay them-
golves, if thoy cannot bo sapplied with substitutes in eggs or young
ones, they should be pemned up for o time, which will give their
systems the noadful Tost. B

The nsual pair of egrs laid by the hen pigeon gencrally result in o
cock and hem, but so many instances cccur of two cocks or two hens
being prodneed in n nest that it is never salesto rockon on the sex of young
ones, Certain indications of the sex of his Foung pigeons will soon
present {Bemselves to an cxperienced fanciorg and, at the same time,
where many young onea are beed, thers will nsually bo one or iwo whose
gox will puzzle the moet experienced faneier for o long time.

Odd birds in a Ioft, be they cocks or hons, are always very fronble-
gome. Suoch should always be removed to o place b} themsolves, or
common mates procured for them, when they may be used as fooders.

Plgeo‘n: are o productive that they often increnso foster than
mmmo-ﬂntwn can be provided ; but nothing militatos more aguinst
success in resring young enes than overcrowded lofts, which are a
fortile eauso of dizease, and when goch does aot in, the best scom to dis
first, ot least)they are more missed than tho worst, which is rbout
the trifth of it. When every rosnlt of an overcrowded loft ia considorod,
gnch ns extra expense for food, exire tronble in nttendance, and the intro-
duction of disesse, it wonld be fonnd to pay far beotter to nso an un-
sparing hand in killing off fanlty young ones, which seldom pay any-
thing like their eost,

Many fanciors separate the cocks from the hens during the winter
season, agd where there is cvery conveniomce for deing so it may be
& good plan.  When all nesting places are laid bare of their fornishings,
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there is but little indocement for the birds to breod during the short
daye of winter, It ia at%east nunatural for the sexes to lose tha
companionship of cach biher during®sovern] months of the year, and they
have always scomed to mo to thrive much bettor when loft together.
When ﬂll‘fﬂ-l:i]itins for breeding are romoved, as the birds begin to geb
deop in gnonlt, and not replaced till the boginning of spring, thore will
ke no tronhle (*x}'l‘ﬂrlu!ll.‘vﬁ on this acconnt, from pouters ot lonst,
though many of the small and .h_:.td_-,' kindam of pigoons will not talke
advantage of sueh & long rest. 5

Whon feedera aro employed, Aho egga of the good birds may bo givin
to tho fecders, if of the same age, or if one or two days olier, but it is
not safe to risk any Preator diffewonce in the ago of tho ergs, becnuse, if
hatched before tl:er soft meat comes on them, the feeders will not feed
them nz o role. In chanzing voong ones, lot t.hum bo o fow doys
oldér than thosa they replace, and they will have so much additional
enre.  When young birda are well feathered it is often unsnfe fo change
them, as tho feeders begin 6 know tho difference in their appooranes,
and will oceasionally eifher not feed them or drive them opt of their
nest. Some feeders arc%ery valuable, from the care they bestow on any
Foung ones given them, and o barren hen is often best of all in this
respect.  An egp pluced in hor nest will be taken to, and, nfter tho
interval of a dny it may be removed, and a fresh pair of egge from
soma choioe pm; of birds gi'reﬁ to her, when sho nnd her mate will freat
them as their own, and rear them sueeessfnlly in many instnneces,
Barren hens have this advantage, that they can be made to wait till
, their owner has & usc !‘gr them, The woral of feedora is, that they look
50 bad among good pigeons, and on this account thoy shonld alwaya
be kept in somo separate loft if possible. A place for d:nftmg young
ones info is also a great convenience, for they soon becoms troublesome
among breeding birda. A

Tho cloments of sneeess in  breeding good faney pigeons may ho
bricfly summed np as follows :—Well bred stock birds, properly paired
in repard to their own and their aneestral form, sapplied with good
food and clean water, provided with proper breeding accommodation,
not overcrowded, kopt clean, and tended with all reasonnble caro by ons

who has their wolfare and thelove of them thoroughly at hearts
w
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CQLOURS OF FANCY PIGEONS.

L
Tur colour of the wild blue rock pigeon is fonnd in nearly sll domesticated
faney breeds of pigen;n, and this faet iz regarded ns ond of the proofs of
their descent from it. The British blus rock pigeon differs from its
congener in Asin in hnving & white rnmp, and this differenco also oxists in
fanoy pigeons of 5 blue eolour, which are, hlwever, always preforrod to
be blue rumped for the sake of uniformity. Many shades of the blna
colour are fonnd in tame pigeons, the ono in most request being o Tich
even dark blue, neither ronning toe dark nor smoky in hue, nor too light
and silyery in tome, The neek of o bluo pigonn, of tho bopt shado of

- eolour, ia dark, and sparkles with a metallie green and purple lustre.

Two black bors eross the wings, and they shonld bo qm'h!I black, thongh,
from croszing of the colours in breeding, many blue pigoons are fanlty in
this respect. The tail and flight feathers are mush darker in shade than
tho shonlders, and the former are marked with black nerosa their ends,
forming, when thoy are ontspread, a bond of "black, The outer tail
feathers nre margined with white on their onter cdgo ns for na the black

band. 5 .

-

The bine rock pigpeon, when partinlly dofmesticatod in field dovecotes,
begins to alter in colour, and the wing coverts nssume a dappled appen-
ance, belng cherquered on cach fosther with blaek. The dovehouse pigeon,
asit is ealled, has been considered by rome o distinet variety from the blua
rock : hut I have always found both the elear bloe and blue-chequored
varictics living together in all the feld dovecotes whero T heve obscrved
thess eemi-wild pigeons. And not only in this conntry, but in India,
where semi-wild pigeons inhabit teveples, mosques, and ruined buildings,
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both variotios may bo fonnid living together. The blue-chequered colour,
like the bine, is found in mos kinds of faney pigeons, and may be eon-
giderod tho origin of aM the curion# spangling aud choquering that exist
in numercus kinds of pigeons,

The first decided change in eolour of the blue rock pigeon, sfter the
rhoqnon‘a voriety, is where the whole plumage alters toared tink.  This
vurintion, also fohnd in most kinds of tamo pigoons, is known as
mealy.  The blue is replaced by :l.'h'llitt‘snhra'-wn tint, and the neck and
wing bars becomg dark red. “'Imu the mealy colonr is improved by
selection, it can bo made into & very besptiful colour, ns in the mofy
ghow :'lntt';'ﬂl'p. _-'n:a the bloa r.'|:|]1’.-1|:|:' hc:pul.cs L':}lq}ﬂ::{lrﬂkwilh hluc}r.
g0 tho mealy bocomen chegquered grith red, and iz enlled n red cheguor.

These fonr colours, the blne, blue cheguer, mealy, and red chequer,
are, then, the wlost original and mest erude colonrs in tame pigeons,
and they are the fonndation of all other eolonrs fonnd in pigeons.

Besides the bloe and mealy colours, there fa what may bo considored
an offshoot of the formera-the zilver. In this colour the body tint
agsumes a don hue, and€he neck and wing bars bocome of & d-:l.rkur dnn.
Thers are two show shodes of silvers, known as brown barred snd black
barred, They bear the same relation to each other as the whole-colonred
duns, fonnd in corciers and barbs. The earricr dun iz soft and roddy
while the barb dun is often very deep and merging into black., Although
the dark-barred"silver is called blaek barred, this is guite o misnomer,
for real black bars on a dun tinted body colour are, I boliove, incom-
patible with natore. -

When the reddish tint of a mealy pigeon is changed to buff the neck
and bars become }-e]lcm-,' sod this colonr i3 known in the funcy az yellow
mealy, which 15 a soft and beantiful colour, sometimes seen in grest
perfeetion in ponters.  Another barred colour found :m pigeons is
powdered blue, a5 in the Mahomet. The head, neck, and slbulders
of thiz bird ace all tipped with a frosted silver colonr, the bars across its
wings and tail remaining of an intense black, This colour has been
engrafted on the blue owl pigeon, but cnly in a degree, and a variation
of it i known as powdered gilver.

The barrgd colonrs of pigecns, therefors, include blue with black
bars, gilver with don bars, mealy with red bars, yellow mpaly with
yollow bars, and powdered blue, ms in the Mabomet. As powdered
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silvers sud powdered Dblues are fonnd in owls, though not with sueh
an intense powdering us in the Mahemet, gowdered mealies and yellow
mealios might, T think, be bred in 4mo, if wished for. Some of the
mealy ehow Antwerps have already mmch powdering on their head and
nock feathors. Through inter-breeding with other colours, there aro o
great nnmber of off-coloured barred pigeons, such ns kite- 'Ll'n'rﬁﬂl blonea
and reddish-barred bloes 3 but all such ere uudu_:ﬁr:ﬂ.}]u cach '|:ID-|3:|I'
colour being required pure ud' itself, vBd necompanied with sound bors to
anit it. ;

When colour fails eltogether in mmrm]g, an nlbino or wlu’t.u specimen
is the resuliy and such are fonnd nmang doveeote pigeons, Albinos,
when bred with coloured pipeons, 1:1'@11:1:1: partigolonred young, and
this is the foundation of all white markings in fancy pigeons. A rarce
froak of nature, howtver, than sn albine, is when tRe normal colour
of an animal iz turned into blaek, whioh is koown as o melanoid.
Molancida occur in animals living in o state of wnature, such as
leopards, jnckals, hares, and ralbits. T howe not known of this natural
change oceurring in field doveestes, but thore gan be little doubt that
the black Tolour in tame pigecns is owing togthis natural propensity,
and that it iz the foundation of nll whole rolid colours, such as red,
yellow, nud dun. These solid colours, to be in perfection, should ba
uniform all ever the bird, and not fall away to o lighter shado on the romp,
wings, tail, belly, thighs, or vent. They advones in valfie necording to
the difieulty of prodocing thom, blacks and dons being easy of
sequisition, eompared with reds and yellows, which Inttor are the choicest
eolonrs :in'fﬂ.nny pigeons. To bo scen in perfection, they must be seen
on o whole-feathered bird, or ot loast on o bird whoso standard
of marking does not require o white flight and tail, for the colour
of thess in !; whole-feathered red or yellow is the crocial poink in
judginge of theie quality of colour. Black, red, and yellow of tho
choicest shoades must be lustrona, with metallic sheen, the black being
groen and the red greenish-purple, in certain lighta. Yellow has also an
orange lustre, interspersed with light green on the neek leathors, but
there are but fow yellow pigeons that show such rich colour, and it
requires o strong light to show it, even when prozsenl. Duu pf the dark
shade, as jo barba, if dark and solid, aleo shows o groenish lostre; bnt
the light or dull dun, so often seen gn earriers, seldom carries any lustre
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boyond tho neck fenthers. This Iatter shade of dun colour, which is an
off colonr in pll high-clazs Dnpey pigeons, exceph carriors, ofton fades with
the advancing yenr, and when the bird gots its new foathera at the
monlting soason it has then an ugly mottled appearance till they are all
ronewed ; but they gradually tono deown to a uniform appecrones, nnd
the a:mi;' thing happens with many silvor pigoons to o greator or leas
lil.ugme. Thera is & whola bloe colonr, without dark necl, flichts, or tail,
and in which the bleck bars are waliting, Tt should be pniform in shade
all over the birdgand may bo e::n'g in gomo Indian pigeocns.

In some kinds of German pigeuns,, the, wing bars, both in barred sand
golid-eolonred verieties, are changed to white, or are morkgl with white
on the bar featherapbut this is,a kind of marking, composed of white
and colonr, that will be treated in its proper anr_'n and doss not come
within the scope 8f this chapter.

Many Gorman snd oriental pigeons sro spangled or laced on the
shoulders, such as hyacinths and blondinettes, but all such spangling
or lacing is composed of a dvmbination of the colours I have detailed as
belonging to fancy pigesns, whether accompanied with white or not.

Some pigeons aro clothed in two distinct colounrs, such a8 the arch-
pogel. This senson T bred a pigeon eoloured in o woy that has never
before come under my observation, viz., n mealy, with black shouldors,
4 combination of colour that I wonld not have belicved possible, and
it is nearly cledn ent, like a good turlit, There is aleo the combined
colour known as almend, or yellow spangled with black, besidos many
others, such as bronzed kite amd golden dun, White markings on n
eoloured groond and coloured markings on o white pround are logion in
faney pigeons, the Edmo constitnting the cloims of meny to be
considered ns separnte varicties, and cach will bo roferred to in turn.

Th® edvunce from the normal blue may be traced as followh :—
Blae with hlagk bars, .
Biug ehoguerod with black (hlne chequar).
Whole Black,
Mealy with red bars, n nstorn] change from the blue,
Alealy cheguarod with red (rod ehequor ),
Whaols red,

i'!'.llI with yellrw bars, r nainrml changa lrrm tha hlue o mealy.
uil eheqrered winh yellow (yellow cheguoer

E'hnbu yablow,

il b don hars, Eangn B

il p W "muu'??“’ st

Whole dan, ry

All the barred, chequered, and solid® colonrs are fonnd in gome varictios
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of faney pigeons, while only somo of them oxist in others : but whorever
blue, black, red, and yellow oxist, the cdhor colonrs may be got if
wanted, which they seldom are, being eonsidored off eolours and of little
value, The black, red, and yollow, whon in the most lnstrouns perfoction,
have o beanty that may bo equalled but is not surpnssed by the
plumage of any birds whatever, bui it is seldom they gre 'geuu in
perfoction, nnd then only in some variotios of fanoy ffigeons, Tt musk,

have takes long sges of ogrofnl brefling to bring the black, red, and
yellow colonrs to perfection, 2
-
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EXHIBITING ﬁf GEONS.

L]

PrzEox shows have probably been catablished in England for ns long
a period a3 nny‘sh{:-we for the exhibition and cum.i:[wi&un of snch fancy
stock., Tho *° ordinances for jndging almond tumblers® dato back to
1764, and it is likely that long before this time, the pigeon foncicrs of
the metropolis had their ofeetings for the comparison of their pigeons.
Befora the days of radways, soch meetings could only take place in
some lerge contre, near w0 which thero were resident many h:qedma, and
an instanes of this kind may be found in Lancashire, where ghows for
the exhibition of gold and silver mooney fowls have cxisted for timo
ont of mind. Theshow systom of the prosent day has sprung np doring
the lifetime &f the present generation, and somo of tho prineipal
exhibitions draw together birds and their ownera from nll ovor tho
conntry, The chiel of these mectingsare the ovents of the year in the
pigeon fancy, and determine who are the ownera or breeders of the best
spocimens of cach respective variety. Fanciers look forward to them
as opportunities for meeting such ns are like-minded with themselves ;
witere they may compara their own stock with that of #h.ern 3 dispose
of the good birds they have for gale, and purchase such others*az they
may be in need of themselves, A wisit to ot least one of the chief shows
in each season is bemeficial to the fancior in many ways, and may cither
eonfirm him in his good opimion of his own hirds, or enlighten him as
to their demerits; for it is often the caso when ono stays too much at
home, tha he imscnsibly contracis cxaggerated ideas of hie own birds,
having no opportunity of secing the progress made by others,

There are now ogreat number of abowa held overy yearin this conntry,
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where prizes of move or loss valoe are offored for the best specimens
of faney pigeons, and there can bo no doubt That it is owing to this faot,
that good birds have yenr by year inore®sed in valud, till the snm of £100
has beon paid on more than ono ocension for a choice specimen. Sums
varyiog from £25 fo L350, are by no means nueommon for really firat-rato
birds of the high-class varieties, and an oconsional sale of thes kind
ennblos the breeder to ronlise o Eou.'.'.l oqnivalont Fur. his ontlay ond.
tronble in the production clegoed birds., Really good pigeons are always
ealoable, and as the best bivds are genesally bred from ®ach as are not
thitusalvea of the very highests show forms, but from jodicions matching
up, the broeder can generally afford to pass away his best show
birds, or some of thom, for & considerstion. On this account many of
the most suceessinl brgoders of pigeons exhibit Lot selflom in a season,
boing satisfed if thoy make their mark at some good show, where
they dispose of what they have to prrt with, and then concentente their
efforts for the next breeding seasom. Many of the best show pigeons
spond their existences ina round of u;l:ﬁbiﬁng. and often produce, in
consequencg, nothing of note, The pitcher o often to the well, but
gets broken ot last, nnd the constant knookidk about of good birds,
many of which bave to be of n matare age before they can attain show
form, tells on them soomer or later. The domage thoy sustain is uot
done s0 mmch in going to shows as in retorning from them, for when
severn] handreds of birds are despatched from o show to destinations
north, sonth, cast, and weat, some may lie half & dayat o station befors
being etarfed homewnrds, and whon they do reach their destinations
alive, which is not always tho case, they may hyve already received so
much unseon injury as will sooner or Intor canso their death. To puard
against such resolis, many either go with their birds to shows or send
them in chargeeof their servants ; when neither plan can be adopted
some risk must be run.

Pigeons may be sent fo ghows in boxes or baskots. Boxes are liable
to breakages, and when made extra strong and heavy aro expensive in
the wey of carringe. Baskets are lighter, but, from their openness,
are not so desirable in cold weather, unless covered with coarso
canvas. Both boxes and baskets are made in compartments *eapable of
holding from one to a dogzen birds. Fig. 9 is o box for holding two
pouters, of & pattern loag in use in fotland. It measnures 16in. long by

E2
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. &in, wide, apd Sin, deep inside, 1t is divided, diagonally, into two com-
partmonts, ench having an imsido lid, picreed with holes for ventilation.
The birds are placed in<i, in eppoake directions, und a eouple of air holea
at the broad end of ench compartment are sufficient to give vontilation.
The inside lids are an inch below the fops of the sides, which have
notches |;-1:t- ip them, eo that when tho outside lid is shuta freo current
= of air may pass thlough. The air holes roprescated in the fgure nre
sufficient, and none should be madsin the sidgs of the box ot in the ends

whero the tailseof the birds arg tobe. What is vequired is sufficient

- ventilution to carry off the hea} and breath of tho birds, When this
is mot given, they will be taken out of o clpss box, even ingthe coldest

= Fug, S =TeavErura Box ron Piokoss,

wintor weather, as w;l: a5 if spaked in water. Boxes on the samo
priveiple as shown, may be made with any nomber of dn'luiﬂni, butb six
are usoally the greatest number, for convenienecs in hsnﬁhng The
wiza of esch compartment may vary, according to the breed thoy are to
bo used for, but they shonld always be made no larger than required, for
when o bird has the least exira room, it is apt to turm, or attempt
ta turn, whon its plumage ofton gets mueh damaged.

z Baskets are made exnetly on the same principle g3 the hoxes deseribed,
and are, 1%hink, prefernble on the whole. When divided into compart-
ments by saileloth or strong eanvas, they form very good paskages for
pizeons.  Good oblong baskets, meafuricg about 20in. by 12in., such as

- W . & R O O e T & T e e iy, |
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fruiterers often scll for 1s, Gd. or 25., may be made into eapital exhibition
baskets by dividing them inlo compurimewts with cauvas, rs in Fig, 10,
which ia n plan for dividing such s basked into ckght compartments, each
10in. by 4lin. at the wide, and 1iin. ot the narrow ends, suitable for such
small pigeons ns tarbits or owls.  Jacobivs nre bolter sont in canvas than
basket work divizions, and fautails should have large and lﬂE:}' .:T_u:.ﬂ]-]inml
compartmonts to zave their tails from being broken of destroyed,

The greater number of fgney pigeols muy bo sont to exhibitions withont
any préparption ot home, exeept 1.|I.‘|.'::"ill casos whorgy the birds are of
aft extra wild nainre somo ;.:-‘-1imin:u:.'_pm:::.iuf_; muy be of advantage,
in renderingthem to some extont at home in o show pen. Some, however,
and sspecially pouters, really require g, considerabda training to enable

them to be shown with
-||'|" Y
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advantaze, and this " will
ba referred to0 mors
partienlarly  elsewhere.
Pigeons ghould in all
casos be shown im 2 gf
clean E.LI:I..t-c."_. AR many =

S
|
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.
judgea lay considerable -“E‘-—\% I \

siress on this point, nnd

althongh a pgood bird
can mever look very bhad
thongh dirty, ono equally

Fig. 10.=FPrax vor Procox Baseur.

good in !-Z_I-l'-'ﬂeku plumage looks vory muoch better, A good deal may be
done for dirty birds by careful washing with soap and =oft water; but
washed birds have never the finish of those thit do not roquire ik, A
practice that cannot be too strongly depreented ia oiling or greasing the
plumaga of ﬁlﬁ'ennﬁ to improve their colour. Birds so treated sh#nld
never feceivo notice at the hands of o judge.

The best exhibition pens for pigeons are those of galvanised wire, of
the beghive shape, nod o good thing for strewing them with is the hnsk
of oate, thongh coarze pine sawdnst 4 bottar Ehan nothing., Each pen,
or at least each couple, should have water and food tins so placed
that the birds can réach them without trouble. Whon thrown on the
bottom of the pen the food pets soiled, and heavily-wattled pigoons
accustomed to feed from hoppers are nnable to feed from the floor.
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For judging pouters, n large show pen should always be provided, as
it ia impossible to judge t]ll."ll.:ll properly otherwise ; anid vnlese exhibitors
ste the procesa of adjndieation firl' themaelves, they should bo sparing
of eriticiam afterwards, na ponters, being pigeons chieily of shape and
earriage, look very differant whon standing on o bleck, than when on

their mattle in the show pen.
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CHAPTER VIII o R

- o
DISEASES OF *PIGEONS.
- .

Tue choicost kinda of fancy pigeons are subject to many diseases, no
doubt arising in mady instancea from hereditary eaused.  Where o large
stock is kopt, the pens set apart for sick birds will seldem be altogether
nntenanted, for whether much doctoring be practised oun them or not,
ailing pigeons will have more chance of resovery when put in hospital
than when left among the healthy birds, who oftop treat them veryronghly.
Tho eye of the experienced fancier soon detechs a pigeon thot ia outof
sorts, a dizinclination for food or for the bath, a peculinrity in its
flight or walk, and many other signs proclaim eomething wrong. As
delay can only complicate matiors, smeccess in the treatment of a sick
bird may often b attained by doing what may be done quickly. For
my own part I may say that T never bad much succoss in treating
pigeons with medicines, thot I have found their netion very uncortain,
and that Abont the same number of sick ones recover, in eortain illnessos,
whethor drugged or not, For belter refercn#e I shall trent of the
principal discases fancy pigeons are liable to in nlphabetical order.

Borels, f::ﬂ-xmmuffon of —The most fatal disesse of fanoy pigeona
is inflammation of tho bowels. Nearly all have it at somo period of
their lives, and a large proportion before the completion of their frat
moult, Tt may almost be called the distcmper of pigeons, and may be
known by the knddled up appearance of the bird. The diseaseis some-
times so rapid in its sction that in a few days the bird ia rednesd to
nothing but skin and bone. The pewer of flight is soon lost, and the bird
retises 'i'nilu a corner. When fArst ohserved, the pipeon so effected
should be secluded, snd have aceggs to old lime. The best remedy I
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bave found for this disease, which is koown in the fancy as * going
light,"" ia from six to ten greps of Iudsnum in a teaspoonfal of water,
daily., Nothing scomg to do the deast good in many enses; but when
the bird survives ten days of illness, there is always good hopo of its
nltimate rocovery, When this disonse attacks Young pigeons in the nest,
which i# does in very many cascs, there is no hopo of their recovery,
but I fiave knowa them, when not atéacked till afx wocks olil, come
throngh very severs attacks of it. ®The most fatal time for them, when
once able to iy and do for them®elvos, is during their firat monlt, and
those that pass that period without bnving this distemper, sometimes
take it during their sccond year, and not unfrequently ghen feeding
young ones. After,this period, they are comparatively safe, and their
eystems so hardensd that if they do take it they are able more casily to
throw it off, thaugh there are exeeptions. [ should thivk that smong
the more choice vorioties of funey pigeons something like 50 per ceat.
have to go through this distemper in o more or less sovers form.
Many do not coneider o biwd safe till it has passed through it fn some
form or other, and aftgr safely passing through it mony consider o bird
about twice as valuablo,ns it was befors, so many have P succnmb
to its effects. Those that recover from very severs abtacks may ba
reckoned on 88 good for several years. In the worst cases it is astenish-
ing kow soon they recover when they once take the turn for the better ;
they seem to get heavy about as fast as they got light. In this diseage
it is better to keep them from food for some days after seclusion,
giving only water. They have genorally o great desire to oat, but when
it iz found that the food decs not pass from the crop, as it often dores
not, it can only do hatm and hasten their death. I refer, of conrss,
to the worsi cases, each of which must bo treated on its own merits,
and by eareful observation of the state of the crop cach mitning. When
the food is found to pass from the erop freely, one or two days tolal
abstinence ot the commencemont of the illness is all that iz necossnry to
give the requisite rest to the inflamed or uleerated bowels, and at the
samg timo allow the landanum to have its soothing effect, When the dung,
from an offensive green appearanes, boging to changns to n more healthy
state, the rLeovery of the bird may be reckoned on.

Canker is n diseare that makes snd havoe in a loft of pigeons, when it
gots established. I have generally fgand it make its appearance in over-
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erowded pigeonries, but it is undonbiedly most infoctious, and may
often ba introduced by an infected bird, nok necossarily snffering from
it at the time of its introduction, bu® having in*its aystom the seeds
of the disease, which by the time it shows itsoll, makes any mensures
for the protection of the other birda abortive. Although foul water may
not bo the canse of an ontbreal of canker in a loff, the ;-.'.-Lu:; from
which they drink in common has much to do with the asprend of it,
but beyond separating the infpeted bird% and paying regard to oloanliness
and veotilation, I cannot advise any :uaphod of retardisg it when once
thorwughly established in a lofy, for it will ron its course, and, when in
& govere form espoil o whole sesson's work in breeding, not disappearing
till the advent of cold weather. When this disense s taken thorongh
root in o loft, almost Jovory young bird of choice bmsd will become
infectad with it at from two to four weeks old, even though tho feedars
do not themselves have it. Few recovor from it, the strain om their
systems when so yoong being too great. Canker wonld somotimes seem
to be the dircct result from fonl drinking-%ater and divky foed, os
pigeons ﬂ:nt- aro sent long distancos by sen inve®iably become infoctod
by it, whon not kept serupulonsly elean. The be® guard against an ong-
break of canker is strict attention to cleanliness, no overcrowding in the
loft, and great caro in introducing fresh birds during the broeding scason.
I, myzeli, have never bad a eanker epidemic nmong my pipeons sll throngh
& breeding season, but more than onco it has appeared in my pigeonry
about the end of July, and almoat every young one hatehod thoroafter ling
become ﬂrﬁ'l."ehd with it. It takos various forms ; frst in the throat, in
which form it appears, to a greater or lesser ﬁ:tﬂﬂi}. as Inmps of chopsy
looking matter, which, if only small and at the entranco of the throat, so
as not to interfers with the swallowing, may be often enred by being
tonched with nﬂ;utﬂ of silver or alum ; but if of Inrge extont, and doe
down in the throat, so ns to provent swallowing, it eanses death from star-
vation. Canker sometimes forms in the head, below ono eye, and it will
then often grow so rapidly that in o fow dnys it will distort tho head ont
of all proportion and eanse death. [ have never beon ablo to onre this
form of it. Agmin, the upper or under mandible fs often affocted and
beeomes swollen aod disterted, preventing the squab from Being. fed,
Painting the sores with tineture of perchloride of iron, or with glycerinoe
and carbolic acid (six or eight of ti# former to one of the laiter) has
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been advised by some; bub nitrato of silver or powdered alum, aceording
to others, is more ofiencicgs. Conloer of the beak snd eye wattles of
earriers and barbs smay be treated in the eame way, and then covered
with starch or plaater of Paris ; and common ealt is said to boe o cure for
the small tumours enlled small pox, that sometimes nppear on the wattlos
of carﬁera;

Cold in pigeofs may be known by & ranning at tho nostrils and oyes.
It becomes more or loss sovors oording tE ita restriction to the upper
or lower air passages. !\IurE or lesa deposit of cankerous looking
matter will take place in severs eases, Jut warmth and an apericns will
gonerally effect o cure. What is knownas the onc-eyed,gold is a more
serions complaints Tn this ogly one of the bird's eyoes is effected. The
lids get muech swollen and close over the eye, from which, and from
the nostrils and month as well, matter nnneml]y‘mnn for a week or two,
The infammation iz sovers while it Insts, which ia often for a fortnight
or three weeks, but seclusion from drmuoght, and bathing with woarm
water twice daily, will almost always result in eure, withont the use of
any medicing, .

The Core.—This is astumonr that grows in or near tho ve‘nt, and is not
of very common ocourrence. When in the vent, the bird will be seen
pecking at the part, and on examination there will be found what looks
like a prolapsns of that organ, wet and bloody. After o fow dnya this will
barden and by up, and when the seab comes away the core will bo with it.
The core was 8o called by the old writers on account of its resomblancae
to the core of an apple. When it comes on the bally, somewhers near
the vent, its presence will be nnsuspected till diseovored by hecident, A
hard lnmp will be felf on handling the bird, and on removing the fonthers
the skin will be found stretched over it like o not,  On cutting the skin,
fae core, which is like a small shelled walnut, will coffe nway easily, if
ripe. I have not sten more then eight or ten ocases of thw core in
thousands of pigeons.

Diarrliwe.—During the moulting season gome birds will for soveral
weeks bo affected with n more or less severe dinrchoen, and pass nothing
but fluid matter. The best remedy for this is o plentiful sapply of old
lime, and they generally recover as they get throngh the moult. If a
bird so affected loses flosh, s chango to a more binding kind of food will
be of service. ]
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Dizeases of the Joints—See ¥ Wing DHscase."”

Eqy Bornd.—During o cold spring, or whgn matohed np too early in
tho season, many hen pigeons become ggz bound and lose the power of
their limbs, Such shoull bo carcfully watohed, as thoy are liable to
very rongh treatment from their mates and oflier pigeons in the loft. IF,
when placed on their nests, they do not pasa the egr ot the time ntda;r it
should come, a teaspoonful of treacle will generally dergood ; but a few
drops of sweet oil passed into the vent #ith a feather will also much assist
them. Some deliente hens among Ehm"tf:u:ed tumblerg are constantly
affegied in this way, and the Fesult in i.arm,rlmp: from such is so little
24 o be not wgrth the trouble ip councetion with them. A hen that loses
the powor of her limba, from laying too éatly in the semson, should be kopt
apart for o month or six weeks, to enablo her to reeruit her strongth.

Flesh Ten—This difease was o form of wing discas® smong the old
writers ; but apart from wens in ¢onneetion with the joints, sush tamours
somotimes appear on the erown of the head and betwesn the beak and
eves of pouters and other birds. They appear s small pea-ahuped,
movable lnmps, and should be cot oot bofore Shey attain larga size.
The skin mal be epencd with o sharp knife aud the tumonr aasily pressed
out, unless attached to the bone, which it sometimes is, when it must
ke ent away, but it ia then likely to grow again,

Gizzard follen wns the old term for what is really o displacement
of the bowels. Pouter benz nre very subjest to it after*throe or four
years of age, and carriera and barbs alse, Thero is ne eoro for it, though
birds so affected will live a few months. T have never known a cock
ponter with this discase, but have often scen young ones affected
with it in the nest, when it has always proved fatal In my experience.

Gotng Light.—(Bee * Bowels.”")

Gorging.—Ti%s is an ailment of ponters, and more especially of sush
as have avell-developed crops, the best birds in this respect having to
be carcfully waiched. The old enro was to pass the bird throngh the log
of n stocking and hang it up till the food pessed off ; but the same
result may be attained by placing the bird in o narrow box, padded ot
one end to sepport ihe crop, =0 as to allow the food to pass into the
stomach. Large eropped ponters, when nllowed to feod their goung, aro
very apt to gorge, some doing so invariably ; but when this happens from
their taking too much wator, this magbe pressed ont of them by gently
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squeczing the erop till they disgorge it, when they will be right again pe
in a short time. When, wowever, the orop is so gorged ns to contain -
nearly as mueh as o weight of® the whele bird, it is o bad sign, and it /.?"

will thon bo found that neithor the stocking nor Lox remody will ba of & 1

ANy TE, for the stomnch has lost its power of aetion. The crop may
then Jbe gnt open, clezned ont and sewn up again, tho inner and cuter
skins being mr‘nful!y sewn separately, This operation is often sucecess-
fully performed, but in many cates it i3 oy no use, as the powers of the
stomnch have Become im.puirwi and ns spon as the bied is nt Hberty it
will speedily be gorged agaip, nothingethat is caten passing int® the
stomnch. From this conse many of the best poutor piseons ever seen
bhave died, and #ith those Wost developed in crop it will always be
one of their Enmp]:l.int:s most to bo feared, gnsidus cntting the erop
open in bad emses of gorging, Moore esays, * Others will tie that part
of the erop in which the undigested ment lies, tight ronnd with o string
and let it rot off. This method never fails, though it spoils the shape
of the crop.’t With a pdhter considered volunble for stock, and post his
best show days, o eftailment of crop is not any dr::l.wh.nik, but rather
the reverse. Charcoal®capenles pra naefnl for preventing the corruption
of the food in the crop of a gorged pouter, and copaiba capsules aro
used to make them disgorge, and are very eflective somelimes, A
pouter should bo attended to on showing the least signs of beooming
gorged ; dr_'i;]r is dangerous.

Insects.—Pigeons are apt to be infested with several kinds of inseots,
The featber lonse is lLarmless, ns far as ever I saw, rmmiIl seoms to be
common to all pigemis. It is fonnd chiefly about the neck [eathers, and
requires the nataral heat of the bird to keep it alive, for on the death
of n bird they may be seen crowding up towards itz head, in o zort of
Eorpid state, The pigeon louse iz tronblesoms on all s‘irdn unablo from
& mulformed boak to preen themselves, and whon allowed to inhrease, for
want of alittle bloe cintment, renders their lives truly miserable,  Short-
facod tumblors are a5 linble as any to these lice, and sghonld be examined -
frequently by blowing up the fenthers sbont the vent, A little mer-
enrial aintment rubbed about that part, avsd onder the wings, will kill
all that somo in contact with it. Ticks, I think with Mr. Brent, proceod L‘__’,
from o flat iy that may be sometimes seen ronning over ygung pigeons,
and hiding among their feathers® This fly (which is difficult to catsh,
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and difficnlt to kill when eaught, for it is so tough that it can searccly
be squeczed to doath between the fivger and ghumb) is not often seen.
Ticks arve the largest of thoe insccts thet infost pigeon housss, and are
fortunately, at lesst in my experienco, not very common., I have nover
beon much froubled with mites, but have known oflers who were, in such
comntless thonzands, that during o whole breeding senson every sucdhasive
nest of young ones was covered with them, cansing tho death of many, I
suppose they are of the same alm't,ef verfiin that tronble ennary breeders.
Fleas are the commonest kind of insects !-!mt infest pigegn houses, nnd
are awvays present when breeding is going on, at lenst in my place and in
many others I Jgiow of. They tgke up their sbode noder o pair as they
commenca to sit, and by the fime the young ones are well grown, uuless
something has been dono to destroy them, they hove increased to o
grent extent. The most effeacions remedy for all the verfhin that infest
pigeon houses is bi-salphide of carbon, a volatile stinking chemical, the
use of which is almost worse than the prosence of the vermin. The
method of nsing it ia to hang up a few open phinls of it round the loft,
when the smell it gives off is certain denth to the germin. Tt does not
Esem to wifect the health of the pigeons, but theesmell of it is vory un-
pleasant, and it iz very inflammable and therefore dangerons, 1 have
tried it with suceess.  Whitewashing the houses and flights once a year
with hot lime does a great deal townrds keoping down vermin: the
strongest pine sawdust in my oxperionce doos very little fownrds that
end, and my method of fighting the fleas is ns follows: when making
the pigeons’ neats, [ first lay down pine snwdust, and in the contre of it,
where the birds are to sit, T place about a handful of sawdust well
saturated with mineral oil (strong smelling paraffin, not the purified
barning oil), T cover this, nfter hollowing it ont, with clean sawdnst, and
then lay down fp straw nest. This is abont sufficient to keep the nos#
clear of feaz; bot a little more of the satnrated snwdnst, when the
young ones are holf grown, will do good, if the fleas have appeared. IE
the young pigeons come in contact with the oily sawdnst it will blister
them, and the ekin will eome off in large piccos as it dries up ; bot T
nover found it kill them or even stop their growth. 1 bave seon it
noticed that heather emblinge make an ineeet proof mest, but Jave not
tried it. .
Ley weakness genorally attacks yougg pouter pigeons esrly or late in
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the season. A bird will be going on well, and be ncarly ready to quit
the nest, when it will bo olservad to be unable to get on its legs. 1 hove
soldom known a bird*so affecied wnrod, and it is those that give promize
of being extra long in limb and upstanding in carriage that nre, I
suppose from this desirable appearnnce, most linble toit. Such weak-
ness I;I. thg limbs proceeding from somo infernal cnuse, must not, how
ever, bo mistakell for such an necidont to the limb, as sometimes happons
to n bird from falling from an upfler nost, which ia often curable by a few
days of carciul gttention. :

Mouiting.—The mojority of pigeonsego through their sunnad ®oult
without any troubls, but generally o Jew of them will fall into n
dinrrhoea doring #hat time. JWhen this becomes spocinlly severe, the
growth of the now featheras will sometimes suddenly stop.  If tho bird so
affccted recovers, the growih of its feathers ‘rnI.I procead, but many of
them will be weak mnd unfurnished about the middle, showing whore
their growth was arrested, and instead of lying elose to the bird's body
will hang loosely, and fAotter abont with the wind. I havo soon several
caces of this, but it enunot be snid to bappen very often. Of course
the bird so afected canmot get into proper feather bofore :J.r.'ut.hnr monlt,
When a pigeon easts its [eathers in masses, as many do, o ns to bo quite
bare on head and neck, it should gebt extra protection from oold and
dranght till the new feathers are well grown.

Swall Por*was well known to the old writers, from their daseription
of it, but I bave never known o ense of it in this counfry.  In India,
however, it is a common complaint of young pigeona in l.lln nest, nnd
I have known seasons there when overy young bird bred by myself and
others, to the mombor of hundreds, has been attacked with it At
about a fortnight old pustnles full of yellow matter would break out all
vor the bird, including its beak and feet. If lot alfne these would
gradually dry up, and by the timo the bird was able fo @iy, it Wonld be
nearly clear of them ; but if broken they wonld bleed and grow into big
gores, I think this form of small pox is quite unknown in this conntry
now, at least [ never heard any fancier say he had fonnd it in his loft.

Bpouls are fissprea that form in the eye wattles of barbs and carriers,
wither nogarally, from the skin growing into a fold, or from aceident.
These can nover heal of themselves, bot most be cut ouf with sharp
seisgors, und dressed with healingeointment. The aperation is no doubt
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a paininl one, but is compensated for by thoe after comfort of the bird,
and the hole esnsed by the operation ason fllssup.

Verligo or the Megrims is an ailection of the benin, cansing the bird
to turn its hend right round, and making it fell over and flutter about.
Although not an uncomwon disease, I lave fortunately never boon
muchk tronbled with it awong my pizeons. 1 think it is inuurjﬂ.}ln: and,
acting on thet idea, bave killed any birds so affected*is soon ne pos-
sible, to get them out of the Fay. -

Wing disease is common to every vurlety of fnnoy poeon. It can
gpenemlly be dotected before thg hird loses all power of flight by the
one-sided way fp which it flies. ,When so observed, o bird will be found
to have o awelling on some of the joings of its wimgs. An almost
certain eure st this stage of the disense is not only to draw both primary
and secondary fight fealhers, but to slmost atrip the wing itself of all
feathers except the smnll downy omes. The great flow of blood to the
new feathers draws off the matier that would form in the swelled joing,
and by the time the wing is refurnished, all #igns of tho swelling will
have disappeared, and tho bird will iy as bofore. Waving succceded in
this way in Euﬁng aeores of pigeons, 1 enn resommend it as the best
thing to do. Formerly the cure was to leech the swelling, or to wait
till matter formed and then lance it; but not one bird oot of  dozen
will fly again after being cnt about the joint, ns the tendons are apt
to get severed. When the same disense attacks the thigh jSint it is not
&0 gasily cured, bet in my axpericnce it seldom does so as compared to
the wing. The old writers dicided this discase into the flesh wen and
the bone wen, but the one is only an intensified form of the other. If
taken in time, it may generally be cured by the mothod stated,
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VARIETIES OF DOMESTIC PIGEONS.

L]
In describing the numercns varieties of domestic pigeons with which I
am nequainted; I sholl commence with thoso Yenit removed Trom=the
original type, from which, as I beliove, all variotics descend. In this
country such are nonmed feather wvaricties; and in Germany they are
called Farbentauben, or eflonr pipeons. Many of them have an identiral
eouformation with theewild blue roek pigeon, and othors bave the addition
of turned crowns or femthored Joga and feot. From thom I'%hall proceed
to the intermedinte class that show abnormal conformation, and which
will include varietics, snch as the runts, with their extraordinary sizo ;
the frizzled, frillback, and laco pigeons, with their altered formation
of plumage:® and the ringheater, lowinn, and tumbler, with their
peculiar fight or movements, T shall then conclude with the desorip-
tion of what are called high class pigeons; the {mrnu.ﬁt,cs.o{' the most
exncting pigeon fanciers, the birda that come uwp but eeldom to the
etandard of excellonce laid dewn for them, becanso thoy bave not only
abnormal conformation, but carringe of body or atyle of movement and
Beputy of feather ns well, and so combine in themecfves snch o snm
of excellence, when anyihing like porfect, that the succcssful bread-
ing of thom is not only the work of men, but of clever thinking men,
Thess last—that we call high-class pigeons—have beon named by
the Gormans, “race' or *originel® pigeons ; and while many hove
been able to assent to the blue rock theory of descent of the feather
varietiosy the high-class birds are g0 removed from them, that some
writera have considered {hem o8 separate creations. On this question,
gince writing the chapter on thoe* Origin of Fancy Pigeons,”” [ have
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found in the work of Neumcister, the German writer, the following:
“We shall not Lo very far romoved from tee trath in supposing that
the first beginning in forming mees eook place by climatic influencos,
secording to the smeo acting laws that produeed species, but that these,
by domestication, artificinlly conducted puiving, snd continned breoding,
in the courso of thonsands of years were raised to tho highes, n:p;agnign
of raoo typea.  Original races with perfect charnotoristid aro not found in
n froo natural state; theso I:EII]F conld®be prodnced under the care and
guardianship of man, who, a3 their pn:-h_-uiar, is rejoiced ng to the present
days by their fine and vare fogms, pleasing mannees, and symmetrical
arrangement gf colonrs, Bnt‘t[m.t the anpposition of their descent from
one primitive race is justified is proved by the facility with which all the
ruces, the common field pigeon included, can pair and prodnees fruitful
young ones, by the abn‘l:lng],y groat resemblance of thnir'tw.iu_m, and the
inclination constantly to return to the wild bine colour and shape of the

Beld pigeon (Columba livis). The treacherons bluish colonring which

80 frequently springs uwp in black, red, and yellow, on certain parta

(rump, vent, Qights, and tail), is only too well kwown to every attontive
broeder.” * .

These ideas are quite in neeordance with what T have expressed horo
and elsewhere. I have already instanced the great differonces exiating
in varions races of canary hirds from what wo know was their originnl
stoek, and ns wo ean fix the time that it has taken to acdomplish such
reznlts with comparative accarncy, the * thousands of yoars "' supposed
necessary hy Neomeister for the perfecting of ** Race"" pigeons may be
zomewhat m{-d.:ﬁmi though I have no doubf that semo of our varictics
may have an unwritten pedigree of at least two thenaund Foars,

~e e e
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COMMON PIGEONS.

-
L

Coxmor pigeon‘s, strictly speaking, are rock or r]ovuh.on.su pigeona, ns
found ina gtate of nature or in & aumhmld state, 1r haso slroady roforred
to thom elsewhers, and bave only to add that in the west of Scotland
they are bred by pigeon fanciers, who bave o class for their fnvouarites at
the annpal show held in the town of Kilmarneck.

Looking, as I hav® often dome, st the class at this :.ilhuw, which
generally includes over®s dozen entries of bloes and blne chequers, I
hove felt that I would mather not have tho responsibility of awarding
tho prizes, they are so very much alike. When o breed eomos to bo pro.
doced as t.hnv are, for size, good shape, and purity of colour and type,
they muost uecmunlr;:mn to bo rogoarded ns quite common, and would
more troly be designated as faney rook or dovehouse pigeons. Common
pigeons are generally nnderstood to be those of mixed race, go interbred
that it is often impn!uilﬂe to guess at theirancostry, and the same abound
in almost every town and village in the kingdom, The old English
name for them wos runis, probably having the snmoe meaning as when
:J.Ep]iml to common cattle, as Welsh ronts, though a cmn.{-y hon of throa
years of age was algo called a runt. (Seo old dictionaries.)® Moore
refers to common pigeons, after deseribing the fancy ronts: * To thess
wo may add the common runt, which are kept purely for the dish, and
generally in locker holes in inn yards or other places, and are well known
to everybody ; they are good feeders, and therefore good nuress for any
of the mowm curious sorts of pigeons,"’

In Frapee these common runts are known as Pigeons Mondains, and
according to Doitard and Corbie, whio describe them as having no special
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characteristies, bocause they assume all forws and colours, what t_ltuj/

lose in purity they gain in the way of fnu;ndlt;" Whens extea feathor-
footed, thoy are known as Pizeons Pata, and they deseeibe and illustrate
typos of both denominations, Comwon ruuts, when selected for their ERy
and striking colours, are so fae {uteresting that their young nssmme the
most varigns though nuevoen markings, and, for my gwn p'n.rt.T wonld
rauthor brood a motloy lot of such, tyon confine myseli to some single
uninteresting, though nndofbtedly distioet and pare raee, guch as the
spot pigeon., 5

n France n considerable tride is dond in gnpplying the markets with
band-fed poudl pigeons fattendl in the following way % When the birds ara
about throo weeks old they are placed ifl cages containing about thivty
or forty, kapt in o dark place, pud fed five or six Hmoea day through o
pipe with o lignid paste of buckwheat flour mized with whole maize.
They becoms fut in five or six days, and * it is astonishing how much
delicacy they assnme in such o short time.”

I believe thero is a limited trade for supplying the London markets
with hand-fed or crammed pigeons, but the chigf towns in this conntry
aro supplied almost excinsively direct from Geld dovecotes. Porchazers
may know how to select young nnd tender birds by the peesence of yellow
down on their neck feathers. When the value of the mauure from a fow
pairs of common pigeons, kept in an aviary, is taken inte neconnt, the
valuo of the young ones will pay for their food® The mannre wmay be
kept in barrels, cach layer of nn ineb in depth being covered with o
similar layor of dry earth or road scrapings, which will desdorise it and
make o very rich compost, worth soveral powrss a ton.  The fiue
siftings of ashes will do os well aa dry earth for deodorising it. T have
gocn eapital erogs from very poor soil on which anels a compost has bom
thrown, lil-crhnpa three or four times ns thickly ns guano is generally
spread.

*
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THE NUN PIGEON. »

TaE nun, from ®s striking contrast of eolonrs, las always held a high
place among toy pigeons. It is supposed to dorive its nome from the
arrangenent of its markiog, but in France it iz the Jacobine, with its
coloured body and white head, that is called o nom {Neawnain). The
Fronch call it Pigion, Coquille Hollondnds, the Dutch gholl pigeon,
from its shall erown ; n.n-:l the Germans, Das Niunchen, the lattle nun, to
ti:-:tlT“-"ll.i‘h it from a eomnwhnt gimilarly marked variety. Nonmeistoer
says that, slikongh hitherto considered ns belonging to the ficld or dove-
Louse trpe of pigeous, the nun is an undonbted tumbler in its formation;
and in this I sgree with him. Haviog been bred so long. howover—if is
deseribed by Willoughily under the name of helmet—for mera markings,
the tumblicg propensity vo longer remaing, .

The nun is o compact, trimly built pigeon, of npright carcmge, with o
tumbler's hiead, beaksand peael eye, which, in the black vnriety, is
sourronsded with o narrom blackish cere, The ehell, which has been
méscalled & hood, should be very extensive, and resembilg a cocklo-shell
filled with plaster of Paris, stuck, a8 it were, on the back of ﬂm bird's
head. It should on no nceount take o enpped form, but, viewed in
profile, be perpendiculdr, anid en extonsive that, whon seon from helore,
it should deseribe three-quarters of a eircle. The moro evon its edge,
40 85 to form an unbroken ling, the betler, gnd slthough but fow have
it #o Itu:gu, it abionld come down below the level of the eyes, and, of
QOUrES, {1 more it stands ont from the head the better, when it resembles
the glory aroand the head of a medieval saint. .

The nun is found of several uo‘l':rura guch a4 black, blne, dun, Tod,
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The Nin. i)
ond yellow headed, From tho contenst, the black is the faveurite ealonr,
and it oxceeds in smmber all the other colowra together. 1 shall tnke the
black first in my description, o, aghough it is compnratively casy to
bread this eolonr good, yet many nuns sre to be found very of-colourad
in their black. These, however, have their valne in breeding, for it will
be found in breading every voriety of pigeon that twe I=':r~l-': ench of
the best possible shade of colour, do not generallf throw such good
colour, ng one of very L,'GDIJ.. colonr ol another—not of bad colonr but—
slightly off in colonr. I could not uudE.ratmd for long why this shonld
bemso, but thoe solution of l:hi'.ln'l-ah.r}l' is no doubt the faet thot nature,
having reacked o cortain p]t:h in artificial forms of life, is inclined to
reastion. .

The very best miulms of all f.l!.':l:j" atook are often failures when
mated with others equally good; while with those sfightly inferior to
themselves, but well come, they perpetusts their highest qualities.

The black nun, however good in eolonr, must not carry o light beak like
other black-headed pigeons such as barbs,swhich ara preforred white-
Iwaked ; but its beak should be ns black as pessible, and T may suy it
nover ia white-beaked s far a3 T have noticeds The head, as for bnck
as the shell, which should stand np parely white, mnst be black. As the
ahell feathers grow with o forward inclination, amwd those of the erown
of the head backward, the Intter, where thoy meet the shell feathers, take
an upward turn and form the support of the shell. If afl the backward
growing feathers of the crown are black, the shell will therefore have a
black lining, which, being unwished for, canges the dodging exhibitor to
cut or [.\]u::k them, and so show o clean white shell,

When the young oun is abont twelve days old the head feathers will,
in o good one, be black only a little way behind the middle of the crown,
and thoeo foafhers which adjoin the rising shell will be white. By the
time the feathers aro full grown the hlack will then reach the shail, but
not rise against it. The black head of the nun ruus round the cornerks
of the shell, so that when the bird is viowed from behind two black
pointed patches are soen, end the eolonr runs down the sldes of the neck
to the breast, with o wide aweep, forming the bib, which, the bigger and
more evenly cut it is, the higher the bird is valned. .

The flight feathers, thai is, the ten primaries, should b black.
Moore only speaks of six coloured flighta in the non, but nothing under
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ton & side ean be reckoned nostandard bivd now. FEight a side certaiuly

\Iu-nk* a full flight when thg wing is closed, but not whon the bird is
fiying : however, vighk a sido with quite clean butts of the wings, is
proferable to more black flights with the spurious wing and adjncont
feathers coloured, s very common foult with all vong, especinlly with
I:'l.'llt-ﬂi-:ﬂg.r--l :|1.-¢>. Here, again, is plucking resorted to, but an exami-
nution of the opems wing will onable the searcher to dofoet it, if af all
extonsive.  The twelve tail feathors with their upper and nnder coverts,
must aleo be blacl and cut sharply nerosa,  Of course, thero should bo no
black feathers over the rest of the Lody, nor white ones smong the blgele
markings, but a prevailing foul 'mnrkiu;; r—.‘E.IJ-I- the knecs or 'houlis. where
the thizh feathers findsh off. .

The foet and legs of the black nun, when in the nest, are either quite
bleck or heavily Patched with black, but this genefally wears nway after-
wards, thourh some birds retain it partly, especially those of o vory rvieh
eolonr. Ther look mnch better, however, with bright vermilion-golonred

Tege and fest. The pails of the toes ehonld be quite black, and many n

good bird has o emall fealt in having some of them light. L
Probably, on account «of the less controst in colour, red %nd yallow

headed nuns have not been 50 mueh considered by breeders as blacks, at

least, they do not exist in such perfection, being, as a rule, very deficient

both in shell and quality of colour; and it so Bappens thot the marking

of the non eocrbaches on those parts of the bird which present the very

preatest diffienlty to the breeder of red and yellow pigeons—the tail and

flights. Could red and yellow nuns be produced of snch rich J:I.]:'I.l] lustrons

colour ag some kinds of pigeons display, I would conzider them as very

wmuch finer examples of man's ingennity than blacks, while, nt the same

time, they wonld lack the contrast, though the red would not be much

baRind even there, Ted and yellow nuns have light beaks®and toenails,
The fllustration is from Mr. Archibald Duthie’s winner nt theeCrystal &

Palace and claewhers, ono of the best of tho breed T over handled. Sho

is n small bird, bas nine and ten colonred flights, with a very finoly

digplaged shell.
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. THE HELMET' PIGEON.

Tae pigeon known af present ns the helmet, is a Gorman tumblor.
Neumaister describes 1t under the name of Der Fraﬂl:,'l.;_;_r.:'ﬁfjr-_: Timmler
oder dig Caloflentanbe (colonred erosted tambler, or ealotte pigeon), and
anys that it hos long becn brod in the grentest perfection in Humburg.
The helmet is of the size of onr ordinery fying tumblers, and is
similarly formed in head, beak, and body. Tho upper mandible is
eolonred, the lower white ; the head is black, %lue, red, or yellow ; the
tail, with its coverts, matohing the snme, The lino of demareation of the
halmet or coloured cap should run through the oye, as it were, and dip
somewhat at the back of the head. The iris should be as pently white
as possibla.  The helmet is gencrally smooth-headed and clban-lagged, but
Brent montions a variety with feathored legs and feet, and says that
thesa are colonred from the hocks down to mateh the hend and tail.
Nnumﬂiaic.:: enys that some are hooded, and that such are mors valoed,
having an sdditional besuty to commend them to the brosder.

Willoughby refers to helmets as follows ¢ *¢ In these the head, tail, and
quill fenthers ®of the wings are always of one eolour, sometimos whils,
soemelimes black, red, yellow, or blue ; the rest of the bedy of another,
different from that, whatever it be. These are called Helmo by the Low
Dutch, as Aldrovandus writes, from the relation of the forementioned
Dutchman."

I am inelined to think the above refors to what wo now underatand ns
nuns and baldheads, though ha does not speak of the shell greats of the
former; but his meagre descriptions, given principally from mere hear-
say, are not always to be dependad go.
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Moore, after desceibing tho nun, montions the helmet as being similar
to it, except that it has no Jood, and says that it is gencenlly geavel-
eyod. This breed of Jselmet piggon seoms to havo besome extinet in
England. Being evidently only a plain-headed nun, o part of that benu-
tiful pigeon, o to spoak, there is no reason why wa shonld wish it
redtorod,

On the inftrodustion of the Germsn calotto, the name holmot was no
dombt given it ns being quite apprepriste u.n;l o let*” at the time, no
-

other yariety v;']:,‘.’a'uiug it
.
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CHAPTER XIII.

THE COLOURED HEADED PIGEON.

Ll

A vARIETY closely allied to the nun and: hoelmet in marking is the
German Farbenkipfige Waube, or cologred headed pigeon, aleo known as
the birfigs or bearded pigeon, from its bib, which is not, hcm':vor. of the
tumbler fype in formation of head and bepk, Nenmeister deseribos
them as rather larger than the common field pigeon, They are found of all
tha principal feathers, and the beak and toenails correspond to the colour
of the markihgs. The black varicty has the mpecial name of tho
Mohrenkopf (Moor's head), while others are blue head, yellow hoad,
snd g0 oo, The head is broadly hooded and the iris, Nnumniist,-:: EAYE,
ought to be dark, but is generally yellow, just as when n pearl eye is
demanded, it often coies dark. The whole head is colomred, the shell
kood incloded, though it is white in his illnstration, annd the colour rons
down the bresst, forming o bib. Tho tail, with its t*uvurtsi, is coloured,
and the rest of the bird white, The feet and logas are penerally
smooth, but sometimes feathered. He describes on unhooded variely,
which must have s narrow white stripe dividing the coloured head at the
nape, finishing at the back of the head.

Boitard and Corbio describe o similar variety to the abovo under the
name of pigeon coqueille barbu ; and still another, the pigeon eoquilie Tile
de Morte, or death's head shell pigeon, which has only the hl::}li and bib
black, all the rest being pure white. , It has clean legs and pearl eyes.







?1-"..':' .‘Hlf-*:i'_-"-— ?1.-‘]:': f;'r." wette, IQ

CHAPTER. XIV. -

THE SPOT PIGEON, -

Tur apot has boon deseribed hy gyory English '.:1-il|:~r, ineluding
Willomghby, and ia common om the Continent.  Tho Germaens eall it the
Maskenbaube, or masked pigeon ; and theeFrench pigronNewrtd, or apot
pigech. It is of the sizo and ma¥o of the common Gold pigeon, gonerally
emooth headed %od elean legzod #ull white, execopt n spot of colonr on the
forchead, extending from the beak watth to the middle of the head,
either bloe, black, red, or yollow, and with n coloured tail nnd tail
coverts to gorrespond.  The yellow variety goes by tho neme of hewrid
Siam in Franoe, necording to Beitard and Corbie. Some pro peak headed,
and s few sholl hooded, in which case the foot and legs are generally
fenthored as well, Boitard and Corbis speak of o varioty with white
tails, the spof being the only colonred portion of i fenthors.  These
aro classed with the mondains, or common pigeons,  Tha upper mandible
of the spot is colonred in accordance with its markings, the lower white,

o Rt a

CHAPTEE. XV,

THE BAVETTE PIGEON.

Tun bavetts [.}igeT:rn,. which T have a0 named from its whits bib, has bigen
quite lately introdoced into thia country by Mesars, John Baily and Son,
of Mount-street, Grosvenor.square, in whose avinrios I firat gnw it., As
will be seen from the illnstration, it is mearly the veverse of the numn,
having & black shell crest, on which the white feathars of the head should
vot encroach. The bib shonld come woll down on the breast, and bo
gharpiy cof.  The beak is white and the iris durk hazel, though § should
conzider o peqrl or yellow iris ps o great improvement. The tail, with ita
coverts, is white. Tlie legs und feet are stockinged, and white from the
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hoeks down, The position, size, and shapo of the shell erest should be
as in the nun, The only kody eolour 1 have scen in this variety is black,
but there are probably blues, reds, and yellows also, all of which wonld
look well.

Tt is trone that Dixon, in the * Doveeoto and Aviary,” quoting from
Tomaﬁm-'li, tha orpithologist, mentions black bodied nuns with white
hends nnder th®name of Nownoing Mawring ; but this is not tho variety
I am describing. The jacobin ®s called Nemnain or nun in Fronee, nnd
the Nonnain Agauris is o 1':11'[2!:.' of the jacobin fully described Ly Doitard
and Corbie. . .

The bavotte is an oxccu-;}in.l:]_'.' pl,'t:lt; pigeon, and entifled to rank high
among the festhes varieties. From the formation of its hend and beak,
which are similar to those of the spot, and nob so like those of the
bambler a8 e nun, it muost be placed nmong what the Germans eall the
field pigeons.

Sineo writing the above I have geen a bavette pigeon with black beak
and orange irides. 'This, I believe, is the correct type.  This varioty has
been shown under the absnrd name of ** Lightning Conductors,”’ o nama

L )

given them on accoun® of their rapid flight.
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CHAPTER XVL

THE BREAST PIGEON. -

Die Brustiaube, PFarbenbrilstige Taube, der Brusler, — Thoe breast,
" eolonred breasted, or brenster pigeon, is a German lo}’nf peculiar moark-
ing, belonging to the field type of pigeons, bul mere alenderly built, a
good flyer and breeder. Tt is marked on the head, neek, and breast,
black, blue, red, or yellow, the colour being ent across, or evenly belted
before reaching the thighs. The back, wings, tail, and under part are
pure white, but enly after the first monlt, the nest feathers being tinged
with codonr. A variety of the yellow omes retain yellow wing bars, bat
these nro rare. The beak is light and the iris yellow. There are smooth
headed, peak crested, and shg)l hooded, also smooth dnd feathered
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logged specimons, to be found awong this breed. Thoe black waviety
generally rotains some eolour on the white parts, from which it derives
the spocial name of Russfaubo or soot pigoon. .

There are also breast pigeons having tho snid marking reversed, the
head, neck, and breast being white, and the rest of the feathers eoloured,
It may thorefore bo reckoned thot, with the variations of E'mPDLh: and
feathered logs, smooth, peaked, and shell-orested heads, fho reversing of
the markings, and the four prLl:lcipn! cofurs, that there are no loss than
forty-eight variations of this breed ﬂlm:c-'w]:i:.h gives soge iden of how
vast reniumber of varieties of ﬂr}ul.;z.l:l.u pigeons thers are in tho world.

Broot calls this pigeon the r.‘hu:-:l Archangel, in nddition to its nanal
name.  Baing found of other colours than gellow or copper, howover, the
name i3 not appropriate, and besides, the bronze brepst of the Archangel
goes no further than the ends of its feathers; underneath they are
black.

e

. CHAPTER XVIIL _°

THE LATZ FIGEON.

Tue German Lafs, signifying bodice or  stomacher pigl:nn: alao called
in Germany the Intz shell pigeon of Holland and helmet pigeon, is of tho
size and type of the field pigeon, and o good fiyor and brooder.  Tts head
is sdorned with a peenliar helmet or large ghell hood, not found so marked
in any other epecies. From the back of its head to half way down the
buck of its neck tlll! fentbers run up and {o the side, forming an exton.
give hood. Thl!'j’ do not lie closely and in o mass, bot loosely and in
disorder. The beak accords with the colour of tha marking. Dlues,
reds, and yellows, aceording to Neumoistor, scom to have died out, while
tha blacks are froquently to be found under the name Wiener fatstauben,
Vienna bodies pigeons. The head, froot and sides of the *neck and
breast, as shown in the lustration, are eolonred, giving the appearanca
of & coloured bodice, from which the bird derives its name, The rest of
the ]rInmm,-jucludina' all the kel feathers, is white. The eye is said
to have a brownish black iris, but is yellow in Neomeister's illngtention,
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and T ghonld consider a pearl or yellow moro bosutiful than a bull eye.
The feat and logs are gemorally stockinged, though sometimes heavily
feathered and hockdd, or trouserod, as ho calls it.  The late is ceriainly
a pretty pipeon, snd would make a good addition to the avieries of
Lhﬁ:is who like birds of well contrasted markings, and likely to breed
vory drog, to them,

-
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CHAPTER® XVIII

« THE MANE PI/GEON.

Die Mihnentaubo oder Krausige Mohreniipf—the mano or cnrly Moor
head pigeon—is said by Neumeister to be probably the Iatz pigeon per-
feetod by long breeding. From his deseription of it, they have much
in common. It is rhthee larger than the field pigeon, brgader brensted
snd more thick-sot in make. It is said to be found chiefly in Thoringin
ond the Saxon Erz mountaning, and is generally of black morkings. TIts
rather thick stronmg beak iz polished black, its oyo large and black
brown in i}e irfds. The thighs, legs, and feet are heavily fonthered, the
clows white. The ground eelour is white, excopt as in tha latz, the
head, frout and sides of neck, and breast, which are black ; the tail, with
its poverts, nre, however, slso black in this variety. Its charneteristic
is the white waving mange on the back neck, reaching upwards, down-
wards, and to the gides of the neck, parting the black of the bodico
marking from the white. The mane consisis of thinly sown flaky
feathers hanging around the neck disorderly, and in the form of o mane,
not by any means close, as in the jasobin, but renching as fat down the
peck ag the colovred bodice does in front.

The chief difference betwoeen the Ilatz and mane pigeons seems to
lig in the ‘greater development of loose disordered feathers at the back
of the meck, the former having only a larger hood, while those feathers
in the Biter take the form of a waving mane. The colonred tail and
greater development of leg feather are also properties of the latter; but
they art evidently near relatives?
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CHAPTER XIX. y
L]
-

THE ARCHANGEL' PIGEON.

L]

Tk first mention of the archangel pigeon in English liforature is in
* Dizon's Dovecoto and Aviaey "™ (1851). An authentic secount of its
introduetion into England is given by Mr. Belty, in Mr. Tegotmoier's
work. Tho lato Mr. Frank Redmeond, being in Ghenk in 1839, selecting
aome pigeons for Sir John Sebright, procured o pair of archangols,
Sir John bred, them for scme time, and wt bis death the greater number
went to the aviaries of the Farl of Dorby, nt Kulwsley, st whose death
they were distribnted. The English namo is probably derived from
the vivid metallic Justre the bicd carrics on the back and wing feathers,
gimilar to whet painters have shown on the wings of angels. At
lonst it docs mot derive its neme from the town ol Archangel
The German name is gimpel, or the buollinch pigeon, considersd ns
very appropripte by Neumeister, who saye : “ Mo othor pigoon displays
g0 decidedly ita name by its colouring as docs the hnllfinoh, and thus it
can ho distinguished at a frst glanee.”” According to him it haz only
been kmown in Gc'pmnny for about fifty yoars, but whether this timo is
to be reckoned from the date of his first edition, or from tho date of
the copy from which T guete (187G), I am unable to sy, Some
anthors, ho says, call it o native of Southern Germany and the Tyrol,
where it s common., :

I 8nd from C. Malmusi's * Historieal Notees of the Trigdnieri,"” or
Pigeon Flyors of Modena (1851), that, besidos the present breed, the
Triganieri of Modens, formerly trained three other kinds of pigeons for
their adrial imteﬂt!‘ ¢ Papsing now,” ho writes, *‘ in my deseription
of the qualities of the !riganini, I will-mention that three otherdistinet
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species, or races, of pipeons were teained to flight by the AModeneso
triganiced, that i3 to eay, tho ferchelli, Himpani, and singaning; the Brst
is distinguished by* its very short beak, oyes excessively lnego and
prominent, surrounded by o rved eirele, and it camo originully from
Turkey.'" Evidently the barb. * The sccond has the hoad and breast
5‘9“"""‘5'1-"]‘..““*1 the wings and tail black ; it is very mueh used in Austria,
especially ot Vieana, though originally coming elso from Turkey."
This can only rpply to the !r;:hange!‘ though not a quite correct
deseription of et. Professor Ji-:ruixr.i. in his work on the friganini, afier
quoting the above, says : *‘ The fimpoeii aro no other than tho Simpel
deseribed by Neumeister.” Malmmsi centinues : “ The Wingoning are of
one eole colour thoughout, whatever it way ko, and are distingnished by
a white spot !:Lntween tho wings, which extonds ovor the back and some-
times oven fo the meck. This rnce ceased to oxist in Modenn somn
Fears apo, aud there is o tradition that it was introdneed by the gipsios
of Hungary in the Gfteenth century ; thos these birds wers called singarind
or singaning.’”

Having now trace® the archangel as far as Turkey, wo ghall next find
it in the Orient itself. ® When in Calountts, in 1862, I heard of tho arrival
there of a pigeon fancier from the north west provinees, with o large
assortment of pigeons for sale. I found among them two paira of
archangels that were sequired by o friond of ming, in whoso place
I saw them often afterwards. This may not be conclusive ovidenes
that they are an Indian breed, ns thay might hnve originated in Earope
and been carried East; bat I am inclined to believe that the archangel
ig ot least an ."nahlic.produnt.inn. either Porsinn or Todian.

The archangel is about the size of the common feld pigeon, and of
the same type in formation. Tis beak shonld be of g dark flesh tint,
brown st the tip, and free of hard blog or black eclonr, steaight and
mther long, The head is long ar annky, and the oye should bLa of
o vivid orange colowr surrounded by a narrow fesh-coloursd core aor
wattle. Thongh thers sre plain headed and shell ereated, or, ot lopst
parfially skell crestod bipds among the breed, the correct stylo of head is
to be peak crested, and so good in tho pock are some archangels that
they Tesss nothing to be desired in this respect. The feathers at the
back of the head shonld all deww to o point, ending in 8 finely pointod
crest, and the higher this peak-reaches the better. T consider it ia
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immaterinl whether there ia a noteh below the peak dividing it from the
back neck feathers, or a kind of hog wane, :11:Jn-ing no break, so long ne
the peak itself i coercct. " ;

The head, nock, breast, belly, thighs, and vont feathors ghould bo of o
bronged copper colour, burnished with metallic lustre, solid and eron.
But this appearsuca does not pervade these frathers gll thibugh, ns
underneath they nre of o doll black, which should nof, however, assort
itself to tha oye, thongh it geerally dosy about the thigh and vent
feathers. Tha back, wings, and romp, showd bo ns blact us poasible,
thongh*zencrally moro or less broafged, acoompanied by motallic tints of
greon, blue, purpd, and ruby colo#r, which show in m.ly-light, but which
in & strong or sanlight, when the bird is fnoving nbout, sparkle like
eoloured jewels of price. The flight fenthers are bronzed Wnck or kite-
eolouped, sud tha tail is blus black, with a binck bar at the end. I have
heard of black tailed archengels, but have nover scen any, ner do I
conaider that they shonld be other than dark blue tailed, both on account
of the greater variety in the plumaze, and becanse, though blue-tailed,
they can still show as much lostre over thelr I'mﬂi&rn. a3 any breed wo
have. At least in Germany, from where wo got them, the stendard,
acegrding to Neameistor, i3 the blue-barred tail. The legs and feet
should be uafeathered and of o bright red, the nails dark.

Bezides the above coloured archangel pigecns thore aro others whoso
whole plomage is more subdued. The copper is changed to yellow, the
back and wings toa blue black, and the tail to light bloe, barred with
black. This vagiety hag no lustre compared to the other. It is o natural
change that ocoors in breeding, nnd that has a values for breeding. T
have brod such from two birds of standard colouring, and they may
be matched to the dark verety, when they will breed both colours and
others midway betweon.

The archangel does not assume its foll eolonr till after its second
moult, for of the twelve secondary flights but two (the two next the
primaries, a3 in all pigeons) are changed during the first moult, The
breeder has, howover, a pocd ides of what o bird will eventually be when
it leaves tho nest.

Thers are so-called archangels, all white and all black, whiuh'mu,r
have originated, from standard birds as natoral sports, by way of

$
albini=m and melsnizm. The black waricty is very pretty with its
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metallic lnstre. Neomeistor also montions whole red and whole yellow
archangels, and the follovfing varictios:

1. Archangels wifh white witigs, back, rump, and tail. These, if the
gama on their neok and breast foathering as the stondned bird, viz., doark
nndgrnenth on all their copper feathors may bo enlled a varioty of the
archingcl. It" only ordinary rod or yellow, the under parts of the
foathera being white, they :u;u breast pigeons. The white archangel
wonld, however, require to be coppered beck to the vent, whereas the
breaster, as Jbacribed, is belied across before the thighs.

2, Spiegel gimpel, or misror bullfpches, are liko the precodimg, but
with yellow 'rrm;.: barg., This is, perwaps, the snme roee variety that ho
mentions as oeenrting among the breast pigeons.

3. Btandegd archangels, with white mask or forehend spot, and white
upper moendible.

4. The same, with white fight feathers.

5. Standard archangels, with white head or helmet, as in the calotte
pigeon, and white npper mandible.

G. The same, with white flizht fenthoers.

7. Standard u.n:hu.::gnle, with white wing bars—a mrit;'.

B. Standard archangels, with doublo crests, or a trompeter’s rose on
the forchend.

Any of jhese vorictica would only be interesting if got withoot sacrific-
ing the more important points of the wrehangol—ils colour and lustro.
The illusteation is from a fine bird, winner of many prizes, lent me by
Mr. John Cowe, of Aberdeen.
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CHAPTER XX. 5
L]

THE IGE PIGEON.

s ®

L]

Tr1s variety derives its name from its beantiful lavender blos colour,
congidercd by the German fanciers to resemble blue ico, hones its nnme,
dig Eistaube, It ig also known by the nomes mehi and E:rs-z;-!:mb.-, gignify-
ing mesl and azare blue pigeon. There are several varietiog of the
ice pigeon, thoe simplest form being of o beawtiful clear light blue
withont wing -'bara, bot with dark flights and tail bor, This form iz
probably the original of the others, and is knowh in Germany as the
hohlblaee faube, from its rasomblance to the stodk dove, Tk is of the sizo
of the common fold pigecn, but more thick set nnid brosder chostod,
shorter necked and logged. It should bo heavily feathered on tho legs and
foot. It bas n dark beak and mails, a reddish yellow iris, and i3 smooth-
headed. The first remove from this form is that in which tHe colonr is still
more dalieate and silvery, and in which the dark flizhts and tail bar almost
disappesr, and besome nearly of the same tink az the body feathora.
Tho mext form of the ice pigeon, originally from Silesia, is of the same
colouring asg the preced:n:t, but with white wing bars besutifully edged
with blagk and with bluck fail ber. The newest and ravest form iz
known in Goermany as the porselanfaube, or poreslain pigeon, and
in addition to what the last-mentioned varicty—the Silesinn—uhows,
is chequered or spangled over the coverts of the wings, shouldors, npper
and middle back, with narrow white spots fringed with bluck.s

The make apd shape of all these varieties aro similar, They are found
smooth, medinm, and rovgh.legged, but are preferred heavily feathered,
The emooth-legred chequered or spangled ones nre known in this conntry
83 Ural 5%, while the rovgh-degged spangled birds are called Siberian

G
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ice. Tn all varietios they vary in colour from light to dark, bt the
powdored lavender gronnd gint, ns uniforin as possible, is what is desired.
The blacker the edsing on white wing bars and spangling, tho moroe
inclined they are to ran dork in §he blue, The ieis is always preforred to
be yollow, but is often hazel in the lightest tinted birds. There are
also iee pigeons whose ground tint is changed from lavender blue foa
Benitabal s6ft powdery silver. The varions types should be distinet and
woll marked, nofahalf way betwoen, noither one thing nor another, that
is, the spungled variety ghould*be honvily ;pmng-]ud aund the merely white

barred sbonld not show ﬂ!tjl'.ipllf'tpiﬂﬂt spanghing. .
L ]
-
. L ]
B et e
-

CHAPTER XXIL

THE MIROITE PIGEON. "
-

Tuig is a Frenoh variety, deseribed by Boitard and Corbis, and men-
tioned by BDrent. The French writers describo thom thus : °° It is incon-
eoivablo that nono of the nnthors who hove written aliouf pigeons have
mentioned thisemee, so remorkable by the beantiful colour of its plumage.
Isit beeanso they nover heard of it 7 But, howewver, althongh not common,
all amatenrs lemow it, and some possess severn varioties of it. Ia it
becanse they have nd% regarded it as a pure race 7 This cannot Lo the
renson, for these pigeons aroe positively n pure race, since they cannot
be croseed with mny other varioty, bowever much fhey resemble it,
without being lost. Do it s it may, theso birds have the general form of
ihe mondsing (common rants), and ean scarcely bo distingnished, exceph
by the striking beauty of their plumage. They never have o core round
the" eyes, gnd are generally yellow in the iris.

 ** Pigeon Mireitd Rouge—It is the colour of the red blood of nn ox,
interrupted at two-thirds of on inch from the eads of the fight and
tail feathers by & grey white bar, half an inch broad. Tho ends of these
foathors are of o Ted eolonr, o little clearer than the rest of #he body;
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eye, yellow iris, This clnrming varioty, of wediom size, produces well,
and merits, by all acconnts, the caro of amnfenrs, .

“Pegeon Mivoitd Jawne.—This pretty bird only differs from the proceding
by the ground of its plumage, which s yellow ; moroover, it is miroité
the same on the flight and tail fenthers. It hos the same feoundity.

“Pigeon Pefit Mireitd,—Bimilar to the proceding but much smaller,
about the size of the rock pigeon, This charming bird is "a good
broeder."* L] -

Bront says the word miroits is difficult to translate. Jo was informed
thak it meant compesed of thres eolours, of which two were blended in
one. A Froenoh gentleman hns-mfurmed me that miroité means flashing,
eg., the nodk of the blus rock pigoon is said tos be mircité, This
variety may therofore take its namo from ita great motallic lustre, or
it may be a techoieal nome devived from the blending of the colours in
itstail and fight feathers. The mircitd pigeons may e had in Paris.
I was recently offered some by the Parisian dealer, M. Vallée,

[ ] e Bt
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CHAPTER XXII.

THE FIRE PIGEON. %

ﬂiefuuadaﬂm, or the fire pigeon, is o variety I hiave never seen, I can
find no notice of it in auy other work than Neum®ister's, whose desorip.
tiom is as follows :—** It reminds one very strikingly of o strong tnmblor,
and is of the Hize of the modivm Geld pigeon. The head is unkooded,
the foot smooth, the colonr of the whols plumags black with an extromely
bright copper red sheen. This metallic lustre iz with the fira pigeon
more intense than with any other species of pigeon, and not only on the
nock, but sprend over the whole body, with the exception of the flights
aud tail.  In the sunshine this pigeon reflects so splendidly that it
actually irradiates and then looks almost copper red. It is exeeodingly
rarg, and seldom or nover comes into the market.”

As the archangel itself is not excepted in the wbove description, the
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Justea on the fire pigeon must bo o sight for o pigeon fancier 1o behold.
1f not oxtinet, this variety fnust be rather senrce and secludod, es it is
nover offerod for ssle in this country, or even mentioned in the reporta of
ghows. It would make such n splendid addition to onr fonther varioties,
that it would be worth the whilo of auyoue, having opportunities of
moquirieg the German toys, to sce if somo specimens of the breed can
still ba got.
. °
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CHAPTER- XXIIL :

b
JTHE SWALLOW PIGEON.
L]

L
Tar swallow pigeon, known'in Gormany in geveral varietics as the
Sefuealbeutaube aud in France ns the Hirondelle, has its name {rom its re-
gemblanee in marking to the tern or sea swallow, The ordinery type found
in thiz conntry is naeally imported from Germany, and is marked like the
illnstration, which is taken from n bird shown sncocssfully by Mr. Glendny,
of Bronghiy,Ferry. Tho swallow hns & long slender beak, the upper
mandible of which is colonred in accordancs With tho marling. The
forehead rises rather abraptly, the hond is ﬂat, and eoloured above an
imarinary line running from che corners of the month throngh the oyes.
The heod, which ehould be extonsive and of a copped shell form, should
bhe all white, and not lined with coloured feathers, or .t.hu hird loses in
valone, ‘The coloured feathers in the nestling must not extond back ns {nr
as the hood, or the desired marking will not b attained at maturity, as
described in the nun. The eyo has a dark hazol irlg, and when the murlk-
ings are of rich colonr, s they often aro, the aye cere and corners of the
mouth are bright red. The neck is slandor and short, the brenst broad,
the body brozd and flat, and tho legs short. The wings and Qights are
colonred, but the sgapular and back feathers must bo all white, forming
n heartshaped fignre on the back, the marking here being the reverse of
the magpie pigeon. The legs and feot shonld ba heavily hocked and
booted, the heavier the hetter, as this adds to the appearfnoc, and ia
in keoping with the shope of this variety. The hook feathers must be
white, but all fecthers below the hocks, om the legs and feet, mnat bo
cologred, The genoral appearsnee of the awallow is that of a thickset,
broad, fow-standing pigeon, which has cansed it to be considered on
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the Continent as resembling the toad in shape. Tho common variety
fignred by Doitard and Corbio has no hood. The yellow marked ones,
aecording to them, are anlled Hjrendelles Siam, while the Hirondelles
Fauwva Etinceld, or sparkling fown-coloured swallow, is deseribed ng
follows : ** This charming bird iz extromely roro in Fronee ; it ean hordly
be gut-:uxcn]':at in Germany, whoro it is not common,  Its mantle is fawn
coloured, agroeably scintillated wigh blaek or red,"’ which would sppesr
to be an almong-feathered varbety. Tho"colours of the swallow are
generally good, and sometimes very rich in qualify. It is foung in
black, red, yellow, bloe, and u.i.ﬁerr. with gark bars and without bars, and
in off colonrz. [y i -

The Silesian swallow p:igoun', necording to Nonmeister, answers the
foregoing dezcription, except that it is marked on the head with only a
frontal spot, abo®o the beak, of the sizo of & pea, while some bave nob
even this mark, but are white-headed. Besides sholl-crosted snd plain-
headed ones, a variety exists donble-crested or with o rose over the beak,
like n trumpeter or priest. The Silesion swallow is best obtained in tho
Upper Lausitz, . .

The Niroberg swallows is & pecnlinrly fenthored variety, known,
according to Nenmeister, from ancient times. In marking it is like tho
illustration, but the quality of its colours is cxecedingly rich, owing to
& corbain fat or oil in its system, which it has in common avith cortnin
Eastern pigeonsp Its plumage fits loosely, but at the same time i thiclk,
soft, and fatty to tho touch. Tho colonrs are fiery and full, the black
deeper and more velvety than with all other (German) gpecies of pigoon ;
the white, on the othr hand, lovks agif ciled, for which reason thia
pigeon is ealled in Nirnberg ** the greasy fairy."" All the feathors under
the wings, about the thighs, and round the vent, instend o shedding their
fbrea in the usual way, remain merely casea filled with yellow fat or wax,
or ot moat only shed a small portion of their oxtremitics. I hava found
the same peculinrity in other pigeons, and at ono timo considered it a
disease, instgad of which I now believe it is Lhis fat or grease in tho syatom
wlhich gives the extraordinary metallic Instre to the fow varieties of domes-
tic pigeons that possessit. The black Nirnberg swallow has most of
thess grosse quills, and from its beantiful green lostro is called tho
st velvet fairy §* next it comes the rod, while the yellow and blge have
not so much of this peculiar feathering.

_': )
-
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The Silesian and Niruborg swallows are found in the following
varistios : 5
Plack, red, and yellow, with white wing bars.
Blue, with whita wing bars, edged®with black.
Silver, corresponding to the bluos.
Sealed winged swallows., On the onds of the coloured ying, coverts
are small white pointa resombling the sealos of o fish :
Black, rod, and vellow, with whitd iml-:a or oheqdbrs on the coverts,
in addition to white wing bars. =
* Blue, with white scales, and white wfng bars edged with black.
Blue, with white black-edsed scalos, and white wing bars edged with
black. a *
Bilvers, corresponding to tho blues.

B o R

= CHAPTER XXIN.

THE CARMELITE FPIGEQON.

Tue carmelite deseribed by Boitard and Corbie, whose description has
been mostly copied by Bromk in his book, is ovidently™n variety of the
swallow pigecn. M. Corbie, who had the beeed nnder his care for nearly
fifty vears, comsiders M. Fournier, who was keopgr of the aviares of the
Count de Clermont, mistaken in clasaing them as swallows in his aecount
of pigeona suppied to tho natuealist, M. Buffon; bat the only differance
between the common swallow and carmelite, as figored by Boitard and
Corbie, is that the latter is smallor, haz a crest, nnd more feet feathering
than the former, which is smooth-hended. The markings are the same.
In nll probability the carmelite of Boitand and Corbie was tha Nirnberg
awallow, Brent, whose illostrations are mostly copies from"Boeitard and
Corbie, has the ecarmelite similar in ontline to them, buthe has roveraced the
markings, showing it to ba a magpie-colonred pigeon. How he fell into
this errgr I cannot imagine, unless he understood the word * mantean ™'
to refer to tho scapular and back feathers, inatead of to the wing coverts.
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In the descriptions of both swallow and carmelite, Boitnrd and Corbie
apply tho word “ mantean ® o the wing coverts, na reference to their
letterpress and illustrations will show,

L]
; . CHAPJFER XXV.
. -

THE SFORK JFIGEON.

Die Btoreh oder Sclicingenionby, stork or wing pigeon of T}urmn.n}'. is in
size and shape similar to the spet pigeon, with which it hes in common
the eoloured qu} on the brow, Mack, red, yellow, or blue. If the spot is
small, the upper mandible may be white, bot it i3 nsnally colonred if the
gpot is extensive. The head may bo either smooth, penked, or shell
crested.  The eye is hazel-coloured. The legs and fest aro prefereed
heavily hecked snd feathered, and are coloured from the kgee down, the
hock feathera thomselv®y being white. The ton fight fenthers in cach
wing should be coloured? and all the rest of the bird must be white,
exoept the feathers of the spurions wing and o fow feathors nbout the
wing butts. These colonred feathers give the bird its name, and when
the wing is clozed it hing a coloured margin or fruming at the botts of the
wings running sronnd it, which must be regular and not too brosd.
When well marked, the stork is comsidersd onc of the figest feather
varieties in Gmnu_u}',’ It has been already deseribed in a late publica-
tiom, under the pame of * Spot Fairy,' or " Fairy Swallow,”” but the
chiefl part of its marking hos not been mentioned, the eglonred buits of
the wings having probably been considered as foul ingtead of fangy
marks.

¥ o2 @%ca 1o
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L] -

THE MAEPIE PIGEON.
» 3 ™

Taur magpie pigeon, now n genoral favourite in this country on necount
of the telling and nicely contrnsted dispoaition of the whito and coloured
parts of its plumage, is, like the holmet, o variety of German tombler
(Der Elstestiivamler). It goos by the name of Copenhapen tombler in the
north of Germany, and is snid to be found good in Hamburg. It is
among the vrieties regolarly imporied into this country from Germany,
eod is found in all the chief colours. Among tagpies therais n eon-
siderable differonce in length of face, some beittr lile neat medinm-faced
flying tumblera, while othera ere very much rum out in beak, I nover
heard of any fixed stondard as to the Loak, Some profer it long, like
the rock pigeon, while others like tho tumbler type.. Bremt, in his
writings, complains of fanciers broeding them conrso amd momgey. In
plate 7 of Npomeistor's book are illnstrations of fonr magpics, o blagk,
bloe, red, and yellow. They aroall in shape of hpdy and in head and
beak Iiko medinm-faced fiying tnmblers. It is not in o cortain length of
face that the points of the magpie are found, and it is absurd to seo one
style winning sl one show, then discarded as not the corveet typo at the
next. So it woeuld be right to fix o standard for the gmidance of all,
lest ultimately we may bo troubled with two classes, if nob throo,
should o school arise whose standard may be something between the two,
In my opinion, the plensant fnced tumbler typo, both in shipe of body
and in bead and beak, is correct, and should bo preferrcd, other things
being equal; but it i the marking that is the chief thing in this
variety. "

The shyrpic is to be had in black, red, yollow, blue, silver, and off
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colours, ‘The first threo are the choice colours, blue and silver not look-
ing #o well with the nrmnfmnent of the marking. The black looks best,
and no doubt gives the nmmo to the breed. The beak should ba flesh-
colonred, or, at least, no more than tipped with dark colonr, in blacls,
rods. and yollows, The oolonred portions of the plumage of o well.
markﬂl magpis pigoon include he head, neck, and breast (which mnst
b P straight Jcross, or belted, just Below the erop), tha back and
zoapular fmthn:a (forming thyg ﬁgun} of n heart), and the rump ond
tail, The rest®of the feathers should bo whito. Tt is no very difioult
matter to get this marking arood, n.'ml yet most birds requira to get,
aad do get, their toilets made to a cfrinin extent to gnake the lines
of demarcation corréet. Thevirides should in nll cnses be ns pearly
white a3 possible, and the best coloured birds hove the eye cores
and beak reddish flesh-coloured. The blmel colour is often very
good, and bornished with green lnstre; but the red and yellow
papecinlly the red, thoogh ofton what would bo ealled very good in
many varieties of foney pigeons, is seldom in the magpic of the very best (
possiblo colonr. A rnd that conld carry a metallic Inskro to the end
of the tail would be muuh mora choice and valuable than any black.
The magpic must have 'ﬂﬂ feathers on the legs and foot, which ought to
b very bright red, and althongh somo hove n pesk ceest; the smooth
head is preferred.

Neumeister Jesoribes another kind of magpio pigeon under the namo
of Die Elslerfaube, der Verdehrifigel (the magpie pigeon, the reversod
wing), which is similar in marking to that deseribed, cxecpt that it
iz white on the bead whers the helmet is colonred, on which whito skull
cap n coloured forchead spot is indispensable, The legs and foob of
this variety are foathored, Mo sayas: ** It ia to bo rqgrotted that this
really boautifol pigeon has besn so much negloctod that it threatons
extnction. Its beantiful marking and shapo would adorn every dovoeo

L} Al iy
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The Shicld—The Priest. gt

CHAPTER XXVIL

THE SHIELD PIGEON, i .

-

Tais is a German breed, which fakes i1% nome from its marking. Die
Schilid oder Deckellanle {the shield or covet pigeon) is cigtwo kinds, one
smootk-legped, the other heavily hocked nrcl fenther-legped nnd footed.
Tha latter, which is preferred, is Mo larger of the two, and isa low, broad-
cheated, thick-sot pigeon, of the field type jn hoad and*besle. The cye is
dark. Tho marking is that known ns turbit or shoulder marking, and to
be right, which they rarely are, thoy muat neither hnve white wing butts
nor fonl thighs, Although pigeons of the shicld type are somotimes hoodad,
and even double erested, these belong to a sub-variety of the trumpeter,
to bo afterwards mentioned ; the bead of the trne shield is nnerested. In
eolonr they nra;louml black, red,; yellow, bloe, silver, and in mixed coloura,
both plain and with white wing bars. Blues of ®he latter kind have o
blnck edging on the bars, The rorest are yellofs, with white bars. In
this breed some are spangled, marbled, or chequerad on tho shoulders,
with two or three colours, like somo of tho eastern frilled and Modona
pigeons.

e o i

CHAPTER XXVIIL *

THE PRIEST PIGEON,

Tar priost pigeon, the Plafentanbe of Germany, where it is extensively
bred, iz now well known in this country in several of its numerons varietios.
The general form of the priest is that of a stontly-built thick-set pigeon,
rather larger than the common fisld pigeon, with which it agrees in shape
of head and beak. Tt ia found in the following varieties :

The co n priest, which is considered the original of the others, is
fonnd in , blog, rod, yellow, snd in off colours, with & white upper



g2 Laney P.ig; O,

mandible and head.  The line of dewnrention must run from the mouth
aeroes the eyos, and round the inside of the erest, which must be, if Food,
an extensive cupped shell, not lined with the white, but coloured. The
frides, ofton dark or broken, sfould be light or dark yellow, aecording to
the plumage. The legs and feot must bo well coversd with coloured
fenthacs of » medinm length, The eolours of the common priest are ofton
oxcellont, nnd reds have beon shown of late, not inferior in colour to any
red pigeons I ha%e over seen. )

Tho donbla ®rested priest is found in all colours, like the preceding.
The socond crest, or trumpeger’s rose on the forshead, falling eer the
noatrils, assumes various shapes, beingeoither in the form of o flower,
rayed from its r.:nl:tna. or a small twisted up toft of fontliers. So long
a% it is symmetrical, and not all to ono side, any form will do, ns it is not
expeeted to be developed as in the trumpotor.

The white-stockinged priest has, in addition, the festhees of the logs
and fect white, but the thigh, belly, and vent feathers must remnin colonred,

The white-barred priest mey hove white or colonred stockings, with
white wing bars, which with the bine ground colour aro Jordered with
black. Redsand }'nllﬂ'\.wa g0 barred sre rave, and eannot bo got 20 Aoe in
colonr ms in the uﬂ'g"mlﬂm

The white-lighted white-barred priest islike the proceding, but hns the
ton primaries white. The blues bave reccived the namo of hlue Bruns-
wicks in this r_'l:ruu{rf

The white-Bfshtod, barred and tailed priest is like the 'prtmﬂmg, with
a whita tail, and occors almost always in black or blue,

The ;tarling.h::.rrgrl, white-flighted and tailed pricst is said by
Noumeister to be the most henutiful of the priosts. Ho says, “ It is ex-
eeedingly rare, and only to bo met with in the distriols of Hoheonzollorn
and the Upper Nockar, and only with o black plamage and unfeatherad
fest.”” I hawe never secn this kind, so cannol describe it more fully.

There are alse pricsts which have mirrored or finched fights, +.e., with
trinngular or ronnded white spots near the extremitios of the flight feathers,
like some Blondinottes. Thesa epots appesr after the first monlt, and the
bir feathers are similarly marked.

L] —pr i e
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CHAPTER XXIX,

THE MONK PIGEON.
- -

TuEe monk pigeon (Die Minchfawbe of Germnny) is admitted to Yo n
relative of the priest, compared with 'uﬁl'yrh, howaver, % is lnrger, anid
broader meross the chest and back., It hos no hood, bu® it retnins tho
lez and feot feathering of the priest. It is found in oll the chief colonra,
marked na follogrz: both mandifles are white, the 1'-'|:L1:-]u hoad is white,
the line of demarention running below the myes, which should ba hazel in
all varieties, though this is not absolutely neceseary except in the blue
and black. The flight feathers and the tail, with ita covepts, are white,
and' the legs snd feet from the kneo downwnrds. The thighs and helly
zhould be dark, but are often partly white, which ie & [anlt in this breed.
All colours nre said to be found both with and without white wing bars.

L]
L )
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CHAPTER XXX.

THE WMITEAEAD OR MOULTING PIGEON.

Tauis pigeon, which is referred to by Bront by the !I:|.|‘.|r|:|l.'! of the pillerdr,
us o sub-varioty of tho priest, is known in Germany as e Weisshopr odér
die Miwserfauke, Mawser, besides meaning to filch or pilfer, also means
to change feathers or cast the skin, The German gentleman who brass-
lated Nemmeister's work for me renders tho nbove title the whitehead e
monlting pigeon, snd the deseription of tho breed iz ss followa : *The
whitehead is one of the rarest coleured pigeons, and is found® ouly in o
fow places in Thuoringin, Its head has o beantifnl brond shell hood ; tho
npper bill iz white, the ivis yollow, corresponding with the gronnd colone
of the plumage. The legs and toes mre feathered, Thoe plmm:[gu has 0
metallio Ylack, red, yellow, or dark bronze lostre, which forms the
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principal boauty of this pigeon. It has n brond breast and a low posture.
Tha head and tail, with its caveris, aro white. Thesa marks nre nok,
however, of any great fixity, the head being often moarked uwnequally,
somotimes oaly the npper partof it being white. Tho feathers on the
feat aro somelimes foul, and a part of tho back is oflen white. In this
variety, therofore, sozething always romains to be wished for. With
Llack) red, or yellow ones, o belly changing somowhnt into blue is a
froquent fault ip beanty whichgought to be watehed, and, by a snitablo
gelection in 1-1:30;’“11-;. avoideds But the white-lead with perfect marks
is & very fine pigeon, The blaek and red ones aro ofton exeellogt, and
partieularly valued. The Infter displygs in fino specimens a pooulinely
burning red, evergon the belly, under the wings, and as¥ar na the points
of the fight feathers, which .5.1] only very rarely found in other species,
Somotimes this somewhat tender pigeon produces white spottad young
oneg, which in* mounlting become gnite white, but agein breed correctly
eoloured and marked ones. Thoe moulting pigeons profer to romain by
ikemselves, and rarely fly farther than the neighbouring roofs.” I
believe that the gorgeously coloured red priests shown of late in this
conntry were of this grariety, though they had colouref fails. They
carried a metallic Instresdo the very extremity of ithe tail—a rare thing

in pigeons of a red colonr,

e T P e

CHAPTER XXXI. .

THE WHITE SPOT PIGEQON.

T white spot pigeon (Dis Weissblizsige Tawhe of Germany} is the reverse
in marking of the common spot pigeon. Tho head iz nnhooded, the upper
mandible white, the lower eolonred in aceordance with the plumage.
The legs gnd feet are smooth in gome, in others feathered. The heavier
tha leg feathoring in this breed the betfer they look, but it is not easy to
procure them well hocked and booted, the majority Leing only sparsoly
eovered, =

The white spot pigeon is of the common fisld type in Iurmal.i-in of head
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and beak, and its chief valme lies in the quality of its colouring nnd
acenracy of its warking. Thoe irides aro yellow or red, following the
body eolour, The breed oceurs iu tho following varieties :

The eommon white spot, in all ground jcolours, with a white, regularly
formed, ovel spot on the forchead. The tail, with its eoverts, is also
whita,

The white barred gpot i3 black or blue in colour, and has, in mhit'mn
to the marks of the foregoing, white, @ whito edged with black, wing
bars. While barred reds and yellows, as i all other brogls, are rare.

Theg whito sealod epot is black or blue. Tho binclk in addition to white
#pot and white tail, has the wingﬁuwrtn selled or chogunered with white,
the flights tippM or fnched with white apeta, and the bars either white
or apotted with white like the flights ; but the whito in this variety is of
u yellow or greamy cast, showing it hasits origin from the Suabian pigeon.
Tha blue, in addition to the white spot nnd tail, has th¥ wing eoverts
chequered with white, and black bars across the wings.

The copper winged spot, or English fire pigeon, is the moat beantiful
of the white spot pipeons. Itis thickor sot, broader breasted, and shorter
then the prem.!ﬂ.ing varioties, It has an crango ims, and must be heavily
fenthered on hocks, legs, and feet, The upper mandible, according to the
Gorman etandard, should be white ; but Me. Ludlow, of Birmingham, who
has bred this variety extensively, profors it dark. It has the white fore.
‘I:m:l.d spot, white tail and tail coverts, The head, neek, nnd breast,
are dark blae black, lostred with green and purple lues ; $he under body
and leg feathering n.h.nn]d approach the same colouring 03 mnch as possible ;
and the fights aro hlun blagk with o bronzed kite colouring on thoir
inner webs. The back and wing coverts or shouldfrs nro of a burnished
gopper eolnor, but only after the first monlt, the nestling feathers, na in
other Instrous pileons, boing very dull compared with the matnred plum-
age, AMr. Ludlow says the fire pigeon is one of the varieties that show n
sexnal difference in their colouring, the hens having their coppor feathers
distinetly tipped with black, which the soeks do not have ; whether this
difference exists all through the broed, or only in one strain of if, I am not
aware, but Neomeister makes no mention of i, It ia a matter of tasto
which of the two appearances ia most pleasing. The copper wing ia not

found with white wing bars.
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THE HYH4 CINTE PIGEON,
- - -
Tas hyecinth pigeon stands at the head of o Freoch breed which i
found i variona colowrings, and which are all included ander the name
of Pigeons Maillds, mailed, srmoured, or speckled pigeons. They are
large, smooth headed and clean leggzed pigeons, and hove been classed by
French naturalists with the poutors, as they bavo the power of slightly
inflating their erops. I knew o fancier who bred them c:;e:nsivnly, and
his would have been forrcetly described as middle sized runts with o
slight dash of the poutef.  They aro classod as follows

Pigoon Mailld Joeeinthe.—Speckled hyacinth pigoon. The shoulders
ag in o turbit, or tho manfeaw in French, of clear blue, chequored og
spangled in a pnrtu:ul'l.r pattern with whito and black, or a black and blue
bar on all the feathers, the outer side of the blus bar having o white
spot or spangle.  The ten flight foathers of cach wing pure _white. The
head, nock, breast, bolly, and tail dark purple bloe, the tail barrod with
black.

Pigeon Mailld Jacinthe Plein, is o 1little less in size 111151 tha preseding,
but similar in colouring, except that it bas durk blwo instend of white
fights.

The following varieties aro found bokh with white Qights, and plein,
or with dark flights,

Pigeon &aills Coulenr de Feu, red or flame coloured, similar tothe
hyacinth, but with red instead of white spangles.

Pigeon Mailld Noyer, coloured like walunt wood, or inelining to yollow
in tho spangles. ;

Piecn Maslld Pécher, or peach eoloured in the spangles, .

-
w
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Thoe Noger ia conzidered ns o cross botweon the Jasinfhe and Couwlerr
de Fir ; and the Pdeher, a8 o cross bebweon the Jacinthe and Noger. Ench
variety is, however, eatablished, and broeds true, necording to Boitard
and Corbia. .

All T have seen of theso varieties wore of the doark fighted kinds.
They have been promisenonsly named Hyncinths, Victorias and Pm-cu]amg
in onr pigeon literature ; bat the above deseription is that of nuﬂn d
anthorities, the white spanglod onea alonm being entifled o the name of
Hyacinths, Tho white flighted varicties *mpponr to be Jprger than the
plein, gand to have somewhat more of the pouter in thom, and I think I
can recognize them in Moors's * E'HUmimriu.tln"' g followa

* The Parisin? Powter. 'This pizeon wag originally bred at Paris and
from thenee brought to Brussels, whence it wns transmitted to una; it
has all the Nature of o Powter, but is genernlly long crop'd and net very
large, it i# short bodied, short log'd, and thick in the R“irt; what is
chiefly admir'd in this Bird is its Feather, which is indeed vory beantifnl
and peculiar only to it self, rosembling o fne piece of Frish stitch, being
chequer’d with varions Colours in every Fenthor, oxcopt tho flizht which
is whito; the®more red it has intermic’'d with tlm other Colours the
more valuable it is. Somwe are Gravel ey'd, and some bull oy'd, but
it 15 equally indifferent which eye it has.”” If for “overy feather'
we read the wing coverts—which are the ouly feathers, sxcopt the flights
ﬂilld tail, that can possibly be spangled in pigeons in the above "oy —
Moore's deseription of the Parisian Pounter, the Parazence Bouter of the
treatise of 1705, ngrees with that of the sub-varieties of the Pigean Mailld
Jacinthe, or Hyacinth.

.
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CHAPTER XXXIIIL

THE STARLING PIGEON.
L]
Tue starling pigeon is a Continental varety, and in Germany it goos by
the namea of Iher Staarsihals, or the sterling neek. Tt is in #iza, shapae,
and in siyle of head and beak, similer to the rommon feld or dovecote
pigeon. The legs and feot are sometimes featherad, but gnm}rn.ll;r smooth ;
u
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and the head, though nsunlly unerested, hos sometimes o turn crown.
The irides are rod and the beak and muils black. Althongh the starling
pigeon is found in several colours, the bluek variety ia that moest esteemod,
and it should be of a deep satin black, with a purplo metallic Instre,
and strongly pizeon nocked.  On the broast there should bo a crescent of
white, w}uluh. ihe ovener it is ent, the woro the bied is valoed. This
cr¥seent ia produced by the fenthors forming it being tipped with white,
which nccordmply comes oulw to perfoction on completion of the first
monlt. Twogrhite bars crosh the wings, which, with the crescent, ara in
the nest feathers nsually of o rosty red or kito colonr,  'With age tye star-
ling often loses its m.-nrklhp,! boa grea® extent, the croscent bocoming larpe
and shapeloss, the ends of Et: flights bocoming prizzled %ith white, and its
head grey or spotbed with white, The whitecreacent and wing bars on the
lustrous black ground, being all the merking desired, such o standard
ia not m.y‘m maintain in all the progeny, which often resnlt in birds
cither too dark or too light. Bluo and red starling necls, though also
ohtainabla in Germany, are not considered =o benutiful, The crescent on
the brenst, not being, as in the English pouter, composed of white, but
only of white tippes dark fenthers, I boliove this kind 8f marking on a
really sound red is hetdly attainable, any more than white wing bara on
sound reds and yellows, end that sueh a red as can be got with theso marks
pombined, fails to look well. 2

Nenmeister #ayd of the starling, °* By reason of its partioularly recom-
mendable gfinlities Tor fielding, it is absolutely to be prefersed to all other
faney pigeons that have to find most of their food. It las slmoat always
st the same time young ones and eggs sido by side, and sfoks its food in
any weather, sumnier or winter, so long as the ground is not covered with
suow, For breeders of the finor species of pigoons it is highly valunble,
inasmuch as it feeds almost oll the young omes of Bther paira rmnning
after it for food. It is the only kind that during the so called famine
months, knows bow to provide its young ones with the nocessary food and
bring them np. It is partioularly distingnished by its diligent roaming,
possessgs ull the qualities of an exeollent ficld pigeon, and generplly
serves 44 o raide iothe others in the fiold.""

The starling neck is alio known in Germany as the Trauerfasbe or
mourning pigeon, o very sppropriate name for the litde fellow in his
Bblack cont and white hands, ki
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The French starling pigeon deseribod by Boitard nnd Corbie, is stocking
legged and turn crowned, and warked ns the German, Thoy only
maation the black variety, and on necount of ibs orost, place it among the
pigecns coquilies, honee ita unme, pigeon chqueills dlournean.

Brent spenks of o erested variety of the starliug that has, in addition
to the. ordinary marks of the breed, the npper mandible and head gwhite,
a4 in the priest pigeon. This may probably be the starling bLdrred
priest 1 bave already referred to, but Bront makes no *menticn of the
whita flights and tail, = ™

-
LA ]
L
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CHAPTER XXXIV,

THE SUABIAN PIGEON.

Tue Sunbinn pigeon, which is a German breed, ia known aleo in Franocoe,
Noomeister hag classed it, not very correctly [ IEilinl,.-r among tho priest
pigeons, under the samo of Dic gestanrte Silberschuppige Plafentaube,
the starling eilver scaled priest pigeon, and saya that it comes from
£nabin,  Boitard and Corbie class it among the Pigeons Coquilles, and
call it the Pigeon Coguille Sowale. 1 think there can be litfle doubt that
the Susbian was produced from the starling pigeon, by breeding together
such as comg too light in colonr, £ill at Tongth the desired marking was
fized. When in perfection, the Sanbian is certaigly one of the most
besutifully feathercd toya in creation, and s siriking cxample of the
ingennity displaygd by eareful breeders of that most oniveraally cherishod
bird, the domestic pigeon. In make of head and beak, and in shape of
body, the Snabian, like the starling, is of the common type, but it is not
congidered such & good breeler or so hardy. Tt is found both smooth
and feather legged, and both smooth-headed and torn-crowned ; but the
amgoth-legged ones, with a good peak crest, are considered th®ariginala,
snd look swmortest. The geround eolour of the Suabinn shonld be of o
good metallic black ; but it ia generally of a doll dim blaek. On the
head and neck the feathers should be all tipped with o croagny white,
intersperses] with lastzons apple green and red tints; and on the bLreast
g2
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the white must be o intensified aa to take the form of o croscent or half
moou, as in the starling. The back and geapular feathors and wing
coverts shonld ba spangled or chequered with black on their creamy
white extremities, and the mtt'-‘:rn this spangling nssames s of diferont
kinds. Tt may eithor be in a trinngular form, or the feathora moy b
lacegd *round with black, though I have never seon the latter form ao
periect as in 111:. illnsteation in Torstmeier's Pigeon DBook; bub aa tho
Eastern blondinetie pizeons gan be bred beantifully and regularly lneed
on the wing cororts, the same style of marking may yet be produced in
ihp Sunbian, The primaries or Eligl;t fenthers should be hl&ckt with
croamy white oval spota nesr their extrémitios ; and alghongh it is rare
to get specimens marked in g %imilar way on the principal tail feathors,
no bird can be considered perfect without this, The lower back, belly,
vent and thighs, should also be as black as poseible, and in theory those
parts shonld show the starling marking as wall, but it will Lo found that
this can only be attained by an exeess of marking on the neck and wing
coverts, To produce the happy medinm in marking, and bave bieds with
peither too little nor :uo much of it, is the diffienlt point te attain in the
Spabian, nod as its magking is of such an artificial charncter, it is mo
eusy matter to breed it true. It i3 only after the frst moult that ita
besuties boeome apparent, the nesling being of o rusty red, oa in the
starling, and not even then does it attain its foll beauty, ns tho secondurs
flights nre not fully moulted in its first year, but in its secomd. With
age it often bocomes blotched and irregula: in spongling, like other
pigeons of variegated feather. The heak and tos nnils shenld bo black,
and tho irides orango or redd.  Brent mentions o sub-variety with white
npper mandible and head, like the priest, and Nenmpister ono with white
flights and tail, both of which 1 consider quite ot of keeping with the
charactee of the breed.

Besides the black grounded Suabian, there i another form in which the
sround colour is of o ruddy brown or chocolate hue, These heve been
called Porcelains, which name hna also been applied to o sub-varicty of
the hyaelnth; but it would besbatter to allow them to be known ns
brown-spangled Soabians.  This pub-varioty shonll possess the samo
characteristics as the other, and the more decided and prooounced it ia in
its ground colour the better. Many specimens aro neithor ona thirg nor
another in their gronod tind, and all such, unless for any spéeial quality
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of spangling, whivh may bo of wvaloo in brooding, are comparatively
worthlesa in point of beaunty and for show purposes.

e reca e
CHAPTER XXXV. P

THE SWISS PIGEON. *

-
Tuis varioly i3 the Schweizeriaybe of Gi'r-n?nnr, whero it also goos by
the name of motn, crescent, and badge n.i' honour p#scon. Ino Baoiterd
and Corbie's work, it is ealled Pigeon Swizse, It ia of the common
type in hend, beak, and body, is smooth-headed, and should be heovily
hocked and feather-lepred nnd footed. The irides are j'¢]];w OF OrRnge,
and the beak and nails correspond with the colour of the morkings.
There are threa principal colours in thiz breed, viz., the re!, yellow,
and black bazred. The ground colonr of nll shonld be of o sntiny white
tint, shaded of into = vory clear light mealy, b, or blue according
to the colour of the maerks ; the first baving red 8 rich brown wing bars
and breastplate, which muast be n olean ent half.moon, as in the illnstra-
Eim: the =econd bas similar yellow markings, and the third a ercscont of
tha eolour of the neck of a blue pizeon, and black wing bars, and {ail bar.
The red and yellow marked ones corrsspond with the réd and yellow
mealy colours, which do not of econrse have a dark bar at the end of
the tail. The crescent or breastplate should in all be wall lustred, and
when its points meet af the back ot the neek it is Fing-necked, which is
a great defect. Neumeister says: * The fledged young ones have no
cropeont marka an the breast, it only becomes wisible after the firet
moulting. The more the ground colonr approsches to pure white, and
the darker and narrower at the same time the wing bars are, the more
highly is the pigeon valued, It is quite a partienlar specics and losea all
value by cross breeding. In the South of Germany and in gwitzerland
it is often found without wing bars, with smooth feet and o yellowish
crescent 3 althongh very heavily fenthered feol seem to be pecoliar to this
race. Among the Swiss pigeons the starling neck is sometimes reckoned,
also the whele coloured pigeon with no ercacent, but with White wing
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bars, which resombleos it vory much, Tho red and yellow Swiss pigeons
with dark eyes and crescont, originating from suwitablo pairing with the
blue starling neck, althongh they eoccur very seldom, sre o besutiful
variety, which aro paid lurge plices for by amotours. The Swiss pigeen
is in goeneral not common, and is only found in Saxony, Thuringis, and
Silezim'" .

Hoitard and Corbie, in their chapter on the Pigeons Swisses, include
soveral varioties which appeat, 5 mo to have no connection with them,
gnch as the Pifeon Suisse bai dord on biz dord. Their deseription nnd
illustration of this varicty gnake it out to be more like the hiyafinth :
o pigeon ressemble un pon ou maillé fen," they sny, Hrent hns re-
produced the illaftration of #his pigeon on page G4 of his book (third
edition), whers it servea as n portrnit of tho porcelsin pigeon, a sub-
variety of thg hyecinth, I fancy that after reading that it resembled the
fire-colonred Pigeon nailld n little, ho thought it would do well to
reprezent it '

e R T e

-

EHAPTER XXXVL

THE BLACK BACKED GULL PIGEON.

I mave never seen this variety, which hns only becn described by Bront,
#0 far az I ean find. Ho says: * O this variety I havg seon o fow

specimens in Londop, ealled also the grent China gull; but aa to their
origin I know nothing. TIn appearance thoy wers much larger than the
commen kinds, approaching in form that of the Spanigh runts, gmooth-
headed nnd elean-footed. The seapular fenthers and the wings, with the
exception of the extrome or the marginal pinion feathers, wers black ; the
marginal flight feathors and the rest of the plumage being white, thus
bearing s marked rosemblance to the Targe black-hacked gulls (Larus
smarins) ®o gommon on our coasts, I believe there are also some stuffed

specimens of this variety in the British Moseum."

. e Pk i
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CHAPTER XXXVIL. 2
L] L]

THE RUNT PIGEON.

- Ll
As explained hefore, the name of rant was formerly applicd gonerally to
all eommon pigeons in Eogland, and it is no doubt often still so
naed ; bot pigeon fanciers now use the namo to designate the varlety
of gigantie pigeons which Moore and subsequent anthors wrote of as
the Spanish runt. I shonld suppose that the name wos given on account
of tha breed lwving but littls to distingumish it, in goneral conformation,
from the common pigeon, that thoy were looked npon whon frst introdnced
into England as the common pigpeons of the place they came (rom, nnd
that the name is not, as smpposed by Willughby, a corraption of the
fialinn Tronfo, or of anything elso. The rant would appear to be of an
ancient race. Dixon says :—** But the point rospecting runtz which
most deserves the notiece of specalative noturalists is their extrome anti-
quity. Tho gnotices of them in Pliny and other nearly contempornry
writera pre but modern records ; for Dre. Buokland snnmorates the bones
of the pigoon among the remains in the enve at Kirkdale, and figures a
bone, which he gays approaches elosely to the Spanish ront, which is
one of the largest of the pigeon tribe, Tver since the classic peried,
thesa birds hove been eelobrated among the poultry produce of the
shores of the Mediterranean.

The runt wonld therefors appesr to have been distributed throughout
Enrope from [taly, and the name it bears in Franee, from whis wo got
the best, is Pigeon Rowmain, which pointa to o lika orizin for the braed,
The general colours of the runt are blugeand eilver, bat thore are many
othera, in some of which the breed ean alnim o high position 3¢ o fanoy
pigeon.  Phe blue and silver have, perhaps, reachod the greatest weighte,
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and are probably the original eolours. In appearance runts are liko
hope common pigeons, smooth-hoaded snd smooth-legzed, but having o
ruther hesvy cyo nnd boak wattlo as they get old. Thoirides are generally
orange in the bluea aund lighter®in the silvers, and tho cyes lia deep in
tha head, which, when viewed from befora appoars narrow sod pinched,
considgring the size, of the bird, As to size, o matured pair of birds
(coc and hen) weighing less than 4lb. nre considered emall, wnd
5lb. may be confidered the maxitfum, although I have not heard of any
boing quite so heavy. From ik, 120z, to 4lb, 150z, hos boen ofter renched
by show birds, e -

The illnstration is from tho cock of s pair of red ronts I got from
Messrs, Baily and Bon, whe lmported them from France. Although in
gonersl shape and carringe of body they resemble the blue variety, they
st once progaim themselves of a differomt race. The irides are purs
white, and form o very striking featore in them. The eye wattle is
heavy in front and pinched behind, and, with tho beak wattle, is of as
beight o red asin the barb, The under mandible is much broader than
the npper, even when shrunk in matured birds; while wifh young ones
in tho nest this p-nin{ is go devoloped that it gives them o very strange
appearanes,  In eolour Eth are of o rich, deop, burning rod, glossy with
metallic lustre, and within very little of the best red I have ever seen
in any domestic pigeons. I have alse had yellow runts of the same race,
na these reds, and as good for their colonr, but they were mottled in
tha way tho short-faced wottled tumbler ought to bo marked, that is, rose
pinioned on each wing, and bendierchicf backed. The murii'i::g wne just
about as accarate as it could be painted in o pickuro. 1 am astonished,
therefore, that considering all these fine properlies of colour, marking,
real pearl eyes, and Iarge size, anyons shonld write of the rant as hawing
only the one point of size. In Fronce these fancy runts are to ba had in
black, red, and yellow, hoth sell-colonred and mottled, Pure whites
with pearl cyes are, [ believe, the rarcst. They are all very bad fliers,
and although good breeders, the young are somewhnt delicate snd diffienlt
to rear. efhe faney ccloured ones do not rench the great size of the
bluos and silvers, and from 4lb, to 4ilb. o peiris o good weight for
them. Being powerfol pigeons, runts should not be kept with amall
varietios. When to great strength o spiteful disposition is joined, as it
.often is with them, they become rather dangerons to other pigeons,

|
:
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Boitard and Corbie mention several varictios of tho Pigeons Romains
distinot in colonr and moarking, some of the most beauotiful being
described as follows ¢

Pigeon Rowain Manfeld.—All red oxéopt the shounlders or mantle,
a8 in o turbit, which is white, Drent mentions them under the nome of
Tigre wvouge. The white mantlo probably appears only after the first
manlt, 5

Pigeon Romuin Marcans.—Always Wack or don (mifiime), the hoad
having o mixture of white feathors, giviug‘ it & prey apy®aranco : irides
pearl® o

Pigeon l:unmi# Gris Pigueld, "Une of the largost of the race; irides
yollow ; plumage groy, chequered with blagk over the®body, & piquetures
plus rapprochies sne L gorge ; feot lightly stockinged.

Pogeon Romain Minine Caillonld,—Iis golour is dun or Jon, with the
edge of the feathers of the mantle and throat of o pale huee, drawing to
w elear fire colonr; smooth legs and feet ; pearleyes. It is very pro-
duotive,

Pigeon Hosgain Soupede-lail.—The smallest of the race. It hasa
thickish membeane on the nostrils, n cere ronnd” the eyes, and yvellow
irides. Tts feet are bare ; its plumage is the colour of eafil-an-lail, with
two bars of a decper eolour on the wings. This very protty pigeon has
#lzo0 the essentinl quelity of being tolerably produetive.

Pigean Romain Arvgenté,—Head fond white, mized with a clear slate
colonr ; neek and throat bloish black, reflecting green and®metallic ; the
mantle of 4 bluish grey tinted with white, each feather darkor at the base,
with a light white border.  Flights of n blackish groy, barred with elear
grey : tail elate colour, with a black bar ; penrl oyes, This suparh bicd
is generally very Eml.lncl.im.

The Montanban pigeon is n variety of the runt, but not so heavy,
thoogh a large bird. Tt is chiefly black or white, bot sometimes bluae,
brown, and mottled. [t has o large shell erest, which shonld extond from
car to ear, and the legs are ganorally featherad.

Brent says that tho lurgest pigeons he evor saw were some whito ones,
with long feathers on the feol, that came from Bolgium, and were called
Norwegians.  Hesays, ** As I eaunot give their cxnct siee and weight, 1
forbear to state my ideas.”

Moore sgye : * There are other sorts of runts, as the Roman :u.nt, which
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s =0 big and heavy, it can hordly fly, and the Swmyros rmnt, which ia
middle-sized and fenther-footed.”  Theso words are repoeated by Mayor
and Girkin. I think it probable that the title ** Homan ' was merely
the retention of the Fronch Bame for some importations of Pigeons
Romainz, There is nothing in the *‘Columbarinm ' to indicate that the
Romau rogt was of the Leghorn type,

F,'_'rh'-n. zays of ronts, ** I know o pair sold for £25,"" They were likely
somothing out o the common, z At preseut they are not in great requost,
and it is o mMnke fto fmngine that beeanse they are large, thay are
worth keeping from an agrieultural point of wiew. Throo pafts of
common tamblers would weigh sbout thasume ns a paig of large runts,
and certainly not copsume sore food. T think the tumblées wonld
prodoce twice or thries the weight of young ones in a year that the runta
would do in,this conutry. Although Eaten's note regarding runts ie
printed under Moore's acconnt of the Leghorn runt, the information he
gives regarding them refers to the Spanish runt (Pigeon Romain), not
to the cock tailed or Leghorn runt.

I have secn soma very fine runts in India, in the possessjpn of the Ex-
King of Oude. He h::d':llmond feathered, and bine grizzled ones of great
size, the latter the Pigeon Romain Adrgentd, T fancy, aud I undorstand
they were procared for him from Fronce by Mr. Jamrach, who somo ten
yoars ago took many of them to Calomtta. .

-
-
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CHAPTER XXXVIIL 2
™ ]

-

THE LEGHORN RUNY PIGEON.
L E -

Tue Leghorn runt i= a bird of quite an original type, and no donbt got
the oamo of runt becanse it appronched or equalled in size _the Spanish
rmnt. The peculiarity of this race of pigeons is to stand vory high off
the gronnd on long unfeathered logs, to be ahort in the boack, broad in
the breast and body, to bave a short ercct tail, nnd o long swan
neck, like tho Jotter 5" The beak is thick and rather ghort, and they
have but little sye wattle, xl

Pigeons of this type of & large size wore '|'.|1nw: in Moore's timoe; but
whether those he wrote abont, and those {o which the aunthor of tho
% Treatize " (1765) refors when ho says, at prnge 110, “T have had o hen
of the Leghorn breed that weighed two pounds two QIIHEPHI'n?udeL1P{JiSU
weight,'" wore of such & pronounced type as my illustratioh, is what I
am not at all gure of.

I beliove that pigeons of the Leghorn fype hayo boen distributed
thronghont Eunrope from the shores of the Mediterrancan. If they
originally came from the East they are not to be mel with there now,
| 8o far az I have seen. TIn Germany, pigeons of this gronp go by the
name of Hihnerfauben, that is, fowl or gallinaceons pigecns, & nama
given them on nceount of their short, ereet, henlike taila, From their
long loge nnd abnormally shord tails, they are the only pigeons which,
when taken in the band, as pigeon fanciers handle a pigeonshave the
feet projocting beyond the tail. The flights are carried in three different
ways, crossed over the lail, meeting the tail on ench side, or their
extremities tonching each other below the tail, The last modo is the
only correctyone, and is in keeping with the whole shape of the bird.
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In this country, pigeons of tho Loghorn typo have been shown under
tha name of Bormese, or Florentines, 'The former nama is quite erropeons
and misleading I think., Mossra. Deily and Son eall them in their price
lisis Florentine, Maltese, or Indo pigeons, end varicties of the race arc
known abroad by the drat two pamea. Those I have scen weore either
black, or l-hck mottled with white on the head, noeck, and wing coverts,
The® following varictiea of this race of pigeons are mentioned by Nowo-
majataer. L &

Do Maltheseglaube, the Malfese pigeon, is of the size of o small English
bantam fowl, with a smooth hr..'ud. somewhnt long and tapering, » tmncoate
beak, strong nasal skin, deep set efy, Heshy rod eyolids, o somewhat
projecting crop, Broad back, rownd arched breast, small short wings,
strong smooth red legs and feet, and a very short {ail, standing up
gtraight over the piniona of the wings, and sceming ns if cub off short
with Eciu.-_-';l[':. The lower part of the body bebind, is, ns with the domestic
fowl, thickly provided with down. The whole form iz globulur, almost
az broad as it is long, and very high legged. The gullinaceous pigeon
has n toroed-up rump, like the peacock pigeon (fantail). 'It takes long
gtops, and its bearing, gait, and the movements of its head, are like the
hen, It propagates will, and brings up young ones all the year round,
except during the moulting season. The plumage is, with the pure
origine! raee, self-coloured white, next to it comes the whn]u-u:ulunreil
bloe, With other coloored ones, s bluck and brown, ita characteristica
are weakenes, Thoy are chiofly fonnd in the neighbourhood of Line.

Judging from Nenmeistor's illustration of the Maliese pigeon, it would
sppear to weigh something like three pounds per padr. *He figures o
varigty ecalled the “Kieine Nultheser, or littla Maltese, which appears
little bizger than a common tumbler. s

Die Florenliner oder Piemonfeserfaube, the Florontine or Piedmont
pigeon, i= a poculinrly merked variety, which I have chosen for my
illustration, The head and neck, the wing coverts and flights, and the
tail are coloured. The back and seapular feathers are white. This
marking ja also found with a slight difference in other pigeons, such as
the Modenna flying pigeon and the Turkish domine. The Florenting is
dezeribed pa being about the size of an English bantam hen, similar in
charnctoristics to the Maltese, and generally of blue markings. Nea-
meister dentions the Modena fying pigeon as & variety of the Florontine,
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and it may have boon g0 produced @ but although the Modencas pigeon
sometimes carries tho tail raised, it ought to bo horizontal, and it i1 now
n very differemt looking bird from the Florentine.

Die Hihnersehecke faube, the hen-spook®d pigoon, rosembles the Mal-
teso in its gémernl pointa, but i8 seldom so round in build, The
hoad is fine, tha wax-coloured, somewhat strong beak, ia of tho paual
length, tho meclk and lega are somewhat shorter than the Maltese, hind
it soldom earries its tail so unpright. [t*has ofton fourtlen feathors in
tha tail; the innor side of tho leg is somotimes provifed with ashort
fonthe®: the ground colour is whits, with _|u:lll:1.-:|'lcr rid, yollow, and blue
specklas of a verg intense colonra -

Ungar'sche favbe, the Hungarinn pigeca, is desefibed a3 follows :
By poersoverance and chanee thore has risen from the Florentine the
a0 mach liked, beautifully marked, and oxpensive Hungarian pigeon. It
occnrs almost only in Anstrisn Hungery. The nearer it appronches
the Maltese in form the better, The eolouring of its plomage ia
besntifnl, the black deep and velvety, with motallic sheen, the red and
vellow fery gpd sated, the blue clear. The mark i8 the so-salled
“hand ' mark which is peculinr to this pigeon. *This white band or
stripe beging at the nostrils about the breadth ol & straw, widens as it
goos back, dividing the colouring of the head, and disappears at the
sape of the meck, which is white down to the shoulders. Tho colour,
therefore, runs over each eoye, forns down by the BarE, and forms
a deep pear-shaped bib on the breast. Viewed in profile,*the front of
tho neck is E-:rlnnred.. the back of it white. The wholo of the wing
poverts mod scapulnr feathors, the flights, the t..':i! and its coverts,
are eoloured.

Der Monteneyr pigeon is the last of this race mentioned by Nou-
meister, and T think it is the most likely of any to be the Leghorn
runt of Moore, as it {5 £aid to exeel both the Remain and Mentauban in
size, Its deseription is the following: ** A formerly pretty well known,
but for long very rare pigesn, which by its gigantic size more rescmbles o
hen than a pigeon.  Bedy and breast strong, provided with a radher shorb
tnil, it proves somewhat clumsy in flight, while it moves onsily on the
pround with it wnfeathered rather high legs. The long neck is with
the cocks very strong, nnd the crop when coocing a little more inflated
than with gommen pigeons, In size the Montencur cxzcels “hoth the
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Homan and Montanban pigeons, has shorter wings and fail than these,
and reminds one more of o domeatie fowl than w pigeon. The colour
ia gomerally blue dappled or red. In the North of Gormnmy these
pigeons were formerly much bred in Griefswald, Stralsand, and Colbers,
bat geem now to havo become quito extinet there,'

. B
. .
= CHAPTER XXXIX. ’
. e e

THE FRIZ ZLED *OR FRIESLAND PIGEON.

THE [rizz].'lr;l pigeon, or Friealand runt, as il was formeely called, ia not o
ront of the large kind, bot a bird of the size and shape of o common
pigeon. Moore writes of it as follows: ""This pigeon comes from
Friesland, and iz one of the larger Sort of middle siz'd Runts; its
feathers stand all reverted, and [ can't see for what it gun be admir'd,
expept for it's Egl‘l‘n{:sﬁ.” Ho far Mr. Moore, whose successora, Mayor
snd Girton, follow on"the ssme steing with varistions, both adding that
these pigeons were, in their time, very soarce in England, Tha Friesland
runt—which name [ merely use becanse it was forwerly so called, agd
becanse it J:E.n.t.tera little what name it goes by so long as it is not that of
another pipfon—must have become extinet in Eogland; bot of late it has
resppenced from abroad. It is known as the Lockenfaubs in Gormnny,
where it is said to he rare, and Neomeister suys it comes from Hungary.
1t is smooth-headed and vsually stocking-legged, without much festhering
on the toss. Ino colour it is generally blue or mn:tl,r, but I have seon
tarbit marked omes, with bronzed blaek shonlders. Its foeathoring is
annlogons to that of the frizzled fowls or Sebastopol gecss, that is,
reverted, making it appear to have been out in o storm, This appear-
anco is owing to the concave surface of tho fosthers, mons especially
those ofethe wing coverts and back, being outward instead of inward,
or next the body, as in other pigeoms. On its re-introduction into
England, where it has wot been very uncommon for some yoars back,
sod where it has done some winning in the '* Any other variety "' classss,
it was efflled by the name of another pigeon, one of an opposite charaster
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Fhe Frillback. 111

to it, the frillback. ‘This was the more inexonsable, ns the freillback
wis not extinet in England. 1f any pigeon requires n now name it is
thizs one; beoing neither a runt nor a frillback, it may be appropristoly

named the frizzled pigeon. "
o B = -
-
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CHAPTER XL. .
-
& -y

TYME FRILLBACK,PIGEON.

Tne first mention of thiz corions bird was in the " Treatige on
Pigeons,"" dedieatod to John Mayor, published in 176% As the
deseription is very good, concize, and clear, I reproduce it ** The frill-
back is something less in size than o dragoon, and in shape like the
common rang; their colonr genorally (if not always) white; and what is
chiefly remark®hle in them is, the turn of their feathers, which appear as
if everyone distinetly bad been raised at the extromity with n small ronnd
pointed instrument, in such manner as to form o small cavity in ench of
them.'" The frillback, which is the Gorman Sirupp oder Perltaabs,
Bristle or poearl pigeon, is said to bio n native of the Netherlands, and
Brent met with it in Saxony. Tt is of the sizo of the &smmon feld
pigeon, and deseribed as always pure white in colonr, with an orange or
gravelly red drie.’ I Lelisve this variety is always white, and T have
never seen it of any other fenther. They are turn Mowned and smooth
legged. Their peculine appearance is caneed by the enda of their
feathers, more esPecially those of the wing covorts and secondaries,
being goffered or erimped, as if by o paicof curling tonge, as Brent
deacribes if. This appearance is ofton soon in o less degres on hard
feathered pigeons like dragoons, As Brent eays, the frillback muat not

be confused with the Friesland ront, with which it has nothing whatover
in common.

—u-q.\-_-*;.“' i
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CHAPTER XLL
L]

THE LACE FPIGEON.

-

T lru:; pigeon is another variety, distinguished, like tho frizzled and
frillback pigedns, by the pecuMar formation of its fenthora. If has ite
prototype in #he silky fowl B Chinn and Japan, which early travellors
called o fowl bearing hair or wool on its body instoad of fentherm This
pigeon was unknown to ﬁinam n.n# yrua first doseribod in onr pigeon
literntare in the Treatiso, whers o Wry good plate of it may be seen. It
iz described as white in colour, turn erowned, and valued on secount of
ita scarcitﬁ, end the peculinrity of its feathors, '' the fbres, or web of
which, appear disnnited from ench other throsghout their whola plumage,
and not in the least conmected, ns in common with all other pigeons,
where they form o smooth cloge feather.™

The lace pigeon, which is known in France as the Pipl'-cun Soie (silky
pizeon), and in Gerfhany ns tho Seidenliaerfaube (silken-haived pigoon),
is of moch the same &fze and benring a8 the common field pigeon. 16 is
almost alwaya pure white in colour, nnd goenerelly smooth hoaded. 1t
has its name from ita pecaline feathering, tho fibros of oll ita fﬂlﬂlf-‘_t‘ﬁ
having no adhesion, bot being disunited and appearing as if every second
one had boet cak oot. Tha wing eoverts, and quill and tail feathers, with
their long fringed raye, have given it its English name of lnco pigeon.
It is not g6 bairy or woolly in appearance as the ailky fow], but more like
tho produce of that fowl when crossed with o common one. Tts lega and
fect are cither quite smooth or slightly feathored ; ltﬂ irides are dark
hagel. Being nnable to fly, it must be kept in cunﬂnemnnt. and under
special conditions, However interesting as an object of euriosity, it
presents litile variation in it form or feathor, nnd conmsequently it will
be always rather uneommon, It has the power of somewhat reproducing
its pecndiarity when crossed with other pigeons, and the French have o
half bred looking fantafl, ealled the pigeon frembieur paon de soie, from
which the Scoteh lnce fantail, to be afterwards noticed, has been
perfected.

The #izzled, frillback, and lace pigeons, are examples of natural sports

- 'ﬁ.-'l# .



‘\l which to work. As they cxist, they can bo kopt up, in o fair degree of
Lanality, with bug little troublo as compared fo many kinds that are eallod

mere feather varieties, fine specimens of which sre consequently much

* moro valuable thau thoy are.  If fancy pigeons were scparate creatipns,

and not desconded from o common origing I wonder how the lai.:e pigoen

-
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The Swift, 113
perfootad by selection.  If lost, breeders could not recover them, but
wonld have to wait till nature provided them with o new beginning on

oxisted till taken in charge by pigeon fanciers, .
' .
ﬂl . e |
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3 2 CHAPTER XEIL F
l -
I THE SW{IFT PIGEON.

Tr1s pigeon, which iz of Eastern origin, was first deseribed in Falton's
book of pig;u:'l:-n;} by Mr. Ludlow, who sayas that it is an Indinn pizoon,
but that it has been enltivated in Cairo and Alexnndsia, wheneo the bost
specimens have been imported into England, honee s name, the Bgyptian
gwift. I never met with it in Bengal, nor heard fanciors thero speak of
sugh a vaciety ; but I believe thers are many distinet broeds of pigeons
existing in Hindostan, eapocially in the north west, still nnknovwn to us,
and the swift may be ameng them. This variety of the domlistie pigeon
hps its mame from the swift or bawk swallow, on acconnt of its
abnormally long flight feathers. Theongh o bird of ordinary size, it hns
tho appearance of being larger than it is, from the Tnct of ita feathors
being long pod loose. In this respect it resembles other kinds, smch ns
tha trumpeter Elnd.j:lcnhiﬂ. The wing covorts, on account of their
length, incline downwards, Bolh the flight and tail fonthers are oxeos-
gively long, the former being carried crossed above the latter, and
measuring as much ns 32lin. from tip to tip, when ont-strotehed,
according to Mr. Ludlow, who also eays thot the tail ppimaries
measure Tlin, bobween fips of quill and fibre, As o comparison, T
measured an ordinary sized flying tombler cock in the samo way,
and his out-stretehed wings eovered 27in,, while one of his tail primarics
wns 5lin, The fight and tail of the swift, therefors, extend some 2}in,
1
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boyond those of similarly sised pigeons. To ste how theso mensurements

wonld compare with thoso of the pouter, I mensured a blue pied cock of

104, in feathor, and found that his out-strotehed wings eovered 37in., f" =
amd that one of his tail feathers wos no less that Bddn, in length, /

Tho swift stands low on unfenthered legs, is smeoth-headed, and in I
rcj:;vuimltml by Mr. Ludlow na an owl-headod, gulleted pigeon, with a®
narrow flesh-coloured eye core and yollow iris, In colour thers are
sadd to bo blues, chequers, nkmond feathorod ones, both dork and light,
mottles, andesomn are of & chocolnto colour, henvily shot with yellow
on the neck and wing cnr‘utts, whioh Intter ia the colour he hes choson
for his [lusteation, and *which miphf be ealled an exaggerstion of the
golden don foifnd in shopt-faced tumblors. As faprosented by Mr.
Luodlow it is & very beautiful colonr, nnd ona not found so pronouneed
in any other variety I know of.

Instend of being an advantage to tho swilk in flight, its long wings
are an impediment to it, ns thoe fenthers are thin and wenk in textore, 1
Lika the hawk swallow it rises from the ground with difficulty, but,
unlike it, it cannot mnke use of its long wings when Smes in the air.

1 cneo, when my #ge conld be told by o single figure, canght a swift 1
swallow in n garcet,” which I played with on the grass for some time,

a5 it never attempted to fly nwey; but happening to throw it slightly \ |
from the gronnd, ik went off like a shot from a bow. " t

Mr. Ludlow says the swift is hardy and long lived, one cock, an l:rll
ono on hi® arrival in Birmingham, in 1564, having lived till 1875.
Regarding the age of faney pigeons generally, there was lutely o notica
in the Fisld nowspaper of the death of o white trumpettr, belonging to ﬁ
Mr. Oates, anmur.ly an exhibitor of this breed, at tho age of 22 years, *
which is the same age as the pigeon Willughby (1676) refors to in

the following passege :—'* Albertus sets tho twentioth yenr [or the tenn j
-

s

of o pigeon's life. As for tame pigeons (saith Aldrovandus), o cortnin
man of good credit told me that he had heard from his father, who waa
much delighted in pigeons and other birda, that ho bod kept a pigeon
two and twenty years, and that all that time it constantly bred, excepling
the Inst six months, which time, having loft its maote, it had chosen o 4 "
singlo life. Aristotle nssigns forty years to the life of n pigeon. Adrov. o i‘
Ornithel. tom 2, page 370."" i
Thef oldest pigeon I ever had was a common Eging_tumhiur, red, ‘
f
[l
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in oolonr, which was fifteon years old, and in good condition. 1 have
known of a pouter cock breeding woll when twelve yoars old; but i

\ would eheapen the price of ne pigeons if they all lived =0 leng.
e s
& e
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CHAPTER XLIIL 5
L]

i s Ne .

L ]
THE :«;ir ALLOWATAILED PIGFG*‘»’

I HAVE never soon Lllu vericty of domestie ptreon that 1~ s 0 forked tail
like the common house swallow, and no pigeon fancier, either hero or
abroad, seems to have dosecribed it from actual obeervation, «lhe exizi-
» ence of snch & breed seems to depend on what has been zaid by Bechstein,
the German natnralist, from whom Brent, who is the only fancier who
mentions if, has gathered the following : ** Die taube mit Schwalban-

schwanz. —Bu'l.llltii!]ﬂ in hizs ‘Notural History of {‘en:mu ! describes
this variety as cccasionally to be found among tlm cu]]m:,l.t-;ma of pige
fanciers, and says they are blue, cheyunered, or hE:m],: motiled, the outor

« [ feathers of the fail being much prolonged, or forked like that of tho
cimney swallow, from which circumstance thoy derive their name." And
Brent adds, **a pigeon fancying acquaintanes infermed me that he onoe

bad o pair of swallow-tailed baldheads, which he purchnﬁEd in Man-

chester ; so I gonclude this varicty ia alao to be met with in England,
though I have not seen if.  Some of the wild pigeons=or doves of foreimn
conntries have long wedge-shaped tails, bot such a formetion of tail I
hove never acen or leeand of among onr domestic pigoons.'

Considering other varintions in domestiz pigeons, o forked fail is not
an unlikely devintion ; but as no home or foreign fancier has described
tho swallow.tailed pigeon from actual observation, and ns it would be
onsy to add the word teil to the word swallow, especially in the mind of
a naturalist, T think Dechstein's description muost be regarded ad apoary-
|" phal till wo know more on the subject. Counld we onee fix the swallow-

tail on the domestie pigeon, a natornl variation might subsequently tolko

place, by which the lonp outer tail feathers would take an :{ntwnrd

horizontal onel, and so resemble the tail of the black grouse. I have
12




soon in the nost tnil of more than oue pigeon, n decidedly swallow tailed

(& (7] Fancy Proeons, 1
L&

formation, but thiz nppearance was always lost whon the feathors wore
changed at the first moulting. Regarding the swallow-tailed baldheads
from Mauchester, mentioncd by Bront's aeoquaintance, I cannot accopt .
the account of them ; but o pair may bave existed having a moedified

formeatiop of the forked tail in their nest feathers. ~
-

o e e

CHAPTE® XLIV.

THE RINGBEATER PIGEON.

UxpEe the nmames of smiter, finnikin, and turner, our former writers
on pigeons have described varieties agresing more of less with the
French Pigeon Tofirnanf, and German Riugschliger, or ringbeater.
Willughby says of Smiters, ** These do not only shoke their wings os
they fly; but also Aying round ebout in a ring, especially over their
Females, clap them so etromgly, that they make a grenter sound thyn
two hﬂ[tlndu‘:t‘s or other boards etruck one agninst another, whenee it
comes to p'asq. that their quil-feathers are slmost always broken and
shattered : and somebimes so bad, that they cannot fig."  He deserilios
the turner merely g8 ** having o tuft banging dowa bﬂckw;nrd from their
Head, parted like a horse's mane,'’ and the finnikin * like the precedent
i.¢., the Turner) but less.""
+ Moore describes no smiler, but IMB finnikin ** i |.s in Make and Shape
vory like & common Ruont, and much abeut the samo Size. The erown
of ita head is turned much after the manner of o snake’s head; it is
gravel-eyed, and has o taft of festhera on the hinder part of the erown,
which runs dovwn its neck not nnlike & borse’s mane; it is clean footed
and legped, and always black or blue pied. When it is salucions, it
ti=es over its hen and taros ronnd thros or four times, flapping its wings,
thon reverses sod turns as many the other way,™

The®turner, be says, ““is in many respects like the fignikin, exeept
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that when it ia salaeions and plays to the femals it turns only one way,
whoreas the other turus both it has no taft on the hinder part of the
head, neither is it snpke-headed.™

Bront says he only saw rone pair of*ringbeators, which were at
a pigeon dealer’s in Coblentz. They woro common-looking hirds with
peaked crowns, nud red amd white plumage. Their peculiar povenent
ond circling flight were deseribed to him, and ho neticed that the vifhes
wore boaten off the ends of thelr flight fqﬂl.ﬂl{!lﬂ. i

Boitard and Corbio describe l’;u:' I‘J,r.lr'cr-'li‘-furvnlr.'w.: a=®ctrongor than
tumble®, stocking-lergod, genceally blne cheqored, red, or pear! white
in colour, 1L'1m|.-1 with a pare ,hu:n horse-shon mark on the back.

“ Whatever may he the space they aro shwt up in, tior ascend to the
ceiling, then deacend, deseribing civeles, frst to right then to left, nbso.
Intely like o bied of prey, which hovers and then chases from high in the
air.'" They say amataurs hove discarded them on anccount of their
gquasrrelaome and jeslowns dispeoaition, which causes much mischiel in
the nviary.

Tha Pigeon Lillois Claquard, or Lille clapper, is o variety of the Lille
pouter, which they say has lLeen confounded with the tnrmer, ** It
makes a noize with itz wings when cumnwnci:::;'ia iy, like o clapper:
henee its name.''" This is o usnal thing with half-bred pouters, and I
Iwiva often seen such loept ns decoys for stray pigeons.

Brent conld find nothing in the German authors rng:u'di_ng the ring-
beator; but in the last edition of Neumeistor I find the best deseription
of this uurinu.'-iih:-eed, fram which it appears thoy may now be got not ouly
with nll their peculinritios of flight, but brod to featherps well, He says—
or rather Herr Guostav Priitz, editor of the Inst edition ssys—** The
exeollent pigeon fageier, Fihrer, describes this pigeon, quito unknown in
tha North of Gormany, in the following way : The ringbeaier is n pigeon
only yet appearing on the lower Thine, and here and there in Westphalin,
of stately size, strong figure, and good bearing.  The head i covered with
a pointed hood ; the forehead of middle height, tho beak light eoloured,
the irides according to the plumage, tho eyelids bright flesh coldtred, the
neck robmst, breast and back proportionately broad, the legs and feot
gmooth.” He deseribes n pecnliarity in the primary wing feathors, which
I understand to be that the fifth from the ontside is very much shorter
than the foprth, so that when the wing is extended the funr‘langag.b
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feathers scom to have grown awny from thoe others, and are notin the
nsunl gradation. ** The plumago is cloze fitting, and marked in all colours
as follows : The whole head is white, the line of marking being the hreadth
of two strawa below the cyes; the tail with its covert and six flichts a

sido are white, [ am not suro from tho description whether this variety
is white gr coloured ou belly and thighs, Their flight is described thus
“aha oho

r than from roof to®roof, but not for a single yard withont

actoristic of these pigeons is their flight ; it is trone they never

iy farth
fapping their $vings tﬂg’ulhﬂ". g0 that it sounds afar ; this is particnlarly
done by the cock when courtjng his en. A good beater must beft o ring
round her from five to six times, iy @ying nround in o circle right and
left, making & lond noiso by sreating his wings i&gnth-.:'. The hen beats
likewise but less stroogly ; both bent most in spring. In antumn their
flights are so much benten down that they ennmot fly 3 and they easily
meet with aecidents. Their quite ragmed pinions sre then somebtimes
pulled ont, which doez not hurt them when done only once ina year.
Those are most valuable which flap muel and yet preserve their pinions
woll. The yonng ones begin to fap as soon ns fedged. e ringbeater
s o healthy very Li%ely nnd quarrelsome pigeon, causing much disturb-
anee in the loft, and unfitted to live with other pigeons. It is also very

fruitinl, and it ia a motter of wondor that it is not more spread. Besides

good ringbenting, wo require in this pigeon o considerable size of body,
fing bright colouwrs, and pure markings. The price of purely marked
blazk and }?_-:].}w ones i3 several marks a pair; tho ved, mostly bad in
eolour, are chesper.” =

The ringheater i3 & pigeon thet wonld be valued by many iu this
gountry; where it was formorly not woeommon. It is the rame bird
that Willoghby wrote of as the smiter, amd whigh Moore eails tho

finnikin ; though evidently now bred for colonr and marking as well
g5 tingbeating. It was no doubt produced by selection from snch as
had fts peeuline flight in & modified degree. In p loft of tumblers,
some lively cock will oftén be found baving a good deal of the above
descriptisn in his flight.

(- =,
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Tff.f:" HWAHONET PIGEON,
-

Tue Mahomet, formerly known in England as the mowmet, wns fArat
described by Willnghby in 1670, who says: * Mawmets, cglled (as I
take it) from Mahomet, perchance becnnso brought ont of Turkey, nofa-
ble for their preat black eyes, clee like to the Barbaries.' "Willughby
must either have seen suoch pigeons or had his deseription of them from
others. Whenaoore wrote bis book gome sixty years later, ho knew of
no pigeons °* notable for their great black {.‘}'ES,”' but he describes the
Mehemet as ““no more in Reality than » white Barb, which makes the
red tuberons Flesh round the Eves look very beantiful.” In the preface
te# the * Treatize on Pigeons™ (1765), the anthor admits that his
book i3 *“ on tho plan of Mr. Moore,”” but says that he bas corrected
some of his errors and made many addifions.  After menfiofing Moores
description of fhe Mahomet, he proceeds : ** So far Mr, Moors; bubit
is the opinion of many fanciers that the Bird ealled o mahomet iz nearly
of o eream ecolour, with bars cross the wings as black as cbony, the
fenthera very particalar, being of two colonrs ; the upper part, or snrface
of them, sppearing of & cream, and underneath o kind of sooty colour,
nearly approaching to black ; as are likowise the fluc-feathera, and evon
the ekin, which I never observed in any other Pigeons but these; its size
much like that of & turbil, with o fine gollet, and in lien of o frill; the
feathors rather appear like a seam ; the head is short and inelitfed to be
thick ; hath nn orange-oye, nod o #mall naked eirola of black flesh round
the esame; and a beak something resembling that of o bullfineh, with a
small black wattle on it."*

In the pages of the Powltry Chronicle (1854-55) will be Mund a
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discnssion on tho Mahowel pigeon.  Mre, W. Woodhouse, who had been

breoding and showing corested, throe-quurtor bred white barbe, as __/‘..
Mahomets, informed fanciers iu his letter to that journal, on 13th /f
Decomber, 1554, how ho brod®them. Brout wounld not accopt these birds = '_.’

as Mahomels, for ho had shortly beloro, when writing of them, quoted = /

the sbovg description of the true breed from the troatise, and had actaally
seef o pair in London. He says, ** This is one of the varictics of fancy
pizeons with fhiokh I have bd® n very slizht nequointanee, having only
oned seen o pi®e ut o London ‘<1-_~:!l|:1' g, and their appoarance gave me the
ides of & cross betwoen an, owl and o bark pigeon ; nevertheolefs, their
stam nnd black 'u. attle, cera, nud aﬂxﬂ I cousider -.u'l.u.li.m distinetive
pu_u_,ulunr. pa to huu fhom e ploce among faney pi ,.,..mn a5 6 scparate
variaty."'’

I shall pgain rofer to the appearsnce in London, about this time, of
this pair of troo Mahomet pigeons when I come to write of the powdered
English owl.

About the year 1568, Mr. Boyd, of Edinburgh, brought home with him
from Constantinople, a pair of Mobomets, Thoy becamoghe proporty of
Mr. James Wallaced, of Glasgow, who showed them there, in 136D, ns
Damascenes. The hen lived but n short time, nnd the cock cams into my
poasession in 1878, but ho was then past breeding, and he shortly after-

wards mot his death from pn accidont, Of those I have seen, only a few
piirs .:I.ltl:lgﬂ-t;hi,'[', he was thoe most pronounced in type, and most in accord-
ance with thh description of 1765,

In shape and gize of body, the Mohomet is not urﬂii:ﬂ tho barl,
and were it not thaf its beak and cye wattlea are noarly black, instead
of red, it might notorally be eupposed to be of the barb race. The hend
is full and round, the beak short amd thick, buf not hooked ; tho
irides nre bright orange or deop yellow, and the beak and eye wattles,
thoogh almost black, aro eovered, when in health, with a powder that
makes them of a beantiful blue eplour. In colour this pigeon ia of
the most lovely light blne, frosted all over oa if with powder, except
on tho wing bars, flights, and tail. The bars shonld remain, as in
the old description, as black as ebony; the flights nre of a medinm
tiut, darker than shown in tho fllustration, na is tho fail, exeopt that
it haa tho jeb black bar at its extremity, The lower purt of tho neek
iz lustfos with hoes of very light green snd purple. Tho beak and
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nnils are blaek, the feot aud legs bright red, sometimes stockinged,
but I much prefer them smooth.  Although of such a beantiful lizht blae,
of what is called a Fronch white tint on the aurfaee, the neck and body
feathers are dark bluish blasck underneath %hen exposed ; but this must
not assert itsell when the bivd is at liberty. Thiz beautiful colouring is
ok confined entirely to the Mahomet, as the snmo feather, or aonrhy 5o,
may be found smong tho ice pizoons, but what makes the formef of
such an original typo is the dark eye wuﬂ[e:n. It wonld flmost seem to
ba related to the owl raco of pigeons as well, as it has o ¥Ry pronounced
guilet ahd senm, or division down the breass, though no actual frill.

This distinction, and the 51m1!1~c-|? ita head, ]!llﬂit’it n likely cross
for the blue owl, which I know was tred with success in the case
of the one I had ; but I shall refer to this again.

It iz o pity that the Mabomot is so searce, for although i has not in
its composition whnt would make it, even thongh plentiful, only to ba
geen of high quality now and then, as the pouter or turbit, it would be
o beautifol and telling variely in an avinry of different kinds, and
likely to brecd wery frus to its characteristies. I know the oune T had
wae offton picked ont by sirangors as the most 'I..Im'u.utll'ul pigoon in my
place. -

The Mahomet shows the powderod Llus colour in the very highest
degree, and it has the power of reproducing its colour fo n great cxtent
whon erossed with o bloe or silver pigeon.




£ CHAPTER XLVI,
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* THE LO'W?‘.-EN PIGEON.

TaE lovwinan pu.ean is indeed o l.,unilmf;p Bmone 1|1r'|:1:-ns It is o native
of India, and has nover beon dirought to this conntry so far as I know.
It waa quite unknown here, until some lotters vegarding it, from Indian
correspondepts, were published in the Field pewspaper. These may be
fonnd in Tegetmeier's book, and they give o good acconnt of it. I
knew tho lowian very well in Bengal, and have secn many of them. In
gize they were the spme ns the commen field pigeon, and all T have seen
were pure white with & turn erown, neither penk nor shell headed, but
something between the two. Their oyes were dark hazel, their less
and feet unfenthored, ssﬂ in general appearance they wore nothing more
thon sixpenny common pigeons. To make the lowtan perform, it is
laid hold of across the back, held horizontally, snd shakeon smorkly froue
gide to gide throo or fonr fimes. This scoms to pub it into o fit, for on
laying it on the ground it immediately turns head over tail till ex-
hansted, but it is generally picked np after Outbering abopt for a short
fime, ns there is o belisf that it wonld die if left alone, though this is not
the ense,  Whother the lowtan suffers pain or not when made to roll
about, I cannot say, but if it doos, it soon recovers, kor on being taken
up doring its finttering flt, it becomes quiet, and when lot fly it will at
onea play up to its mate, if a cock, or commenca fo eat as if nothing
bad happened, There i3 no voariety in its exhibition, which iz rather
unpleaging after being scen oneo or twiee, and those whoe keep lowitans
sgldom pft them throngh their mananvros.

Oune of the correspondents referred to, writing from Madras, mentions
two varieties of the lowtan, one being the Kulwes or hizh coste lkind,
that wonld roll about on being merely touched on the head or paak,
while the olher kind, the Sadhes or common lowtan, required to be
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shaken as 1 have deseribed, boforo it wonld perform. He says that in
the book on pigeons written for Akbar by Abdool Furjool, about 1506,
both varietics are mentionoed,

Tho other correapondent, writing from Rohilonnd, had kept the com-
mon lowtans for two years, and on inguiring for the high caste or
Chatees lowtan—szo called boranse they were said to roll on tl.:.e Chotos
or turncrown being touched—ho proenred fonr spocimens, all of which
rolled on being struck on the back of thehend with the ferefinger, One
of thoem was similar to his common lowtans, anothor simélar in apponr-
nnco, bRt turbit marked, being white with dark shoulders, and the
other two had ** greak long lega I'(".ﬂ'.l.-:w'l to the toes."

I never lu.ua;u.'-u':!d to see any of the kigd that porformed on heing

merely touched, nor other than pure white ones.

i

CHAFTER XLVIL

L}
THE SHERAYEE PIGEON,

-

Tue Sherajes, zo0 named in Bengal, but ealled Sheenzie in Northern
India, iz & favourite pigeon in Hindostan, The name is no |T'l|Im]-1,. derived
from the city of Sheruz, in Persin, where it might have originated.
Thiz pigeon is in shape and size very similar to the tight-Teathered
trumpeters, commoen in this eountry before the so-callod Bussians wero
introdoeed. The Lead and beak of the Sherajes arve of the common
type, the latter neither short mor long and thin; and birds of good
colonr have always a reddish tinge on the oye ceres, beak wattles, and
edges of tho month, The irides are dark hazel colour, the head un-
hooded, 2nd the logs and feet feathered ; long too feathers epreading
put on each side being mooh admired. Thoe marking of the Sherajeo i3
peculiar to itself, nothing similar to it being found in any other varieiy I
know of. Tho upper mandible is colonred, exeept with thoso eolours that

are generally accompanied by o flesh-colonred beak, and the marking,
commencing, ot tho beak wattle, runs over the head and down the back
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of tho neek, till it moots the back and wings. Looked ot in profile, the
marking sheuld show o clean division down the side of the neek : from
behind the neck appesrs all coloured, and from before all white, The
back, wings, and flight fe®hers are also coloured, thoe rest of the
plumage being pure white,

Awarer voariety of tho Sherajen ia thot known as the mottled, The
brefiet of this varicty muost bo woll mottled over with single feathers, no
two of which "ought to l:nu-cll ®oach other. This is a kind of mottling
peculiar to Tofan faney pigeons, being tho roverse of what is required in
this conntry, where standard mottling is always composed of single whito
feathors on = cc*'lum'erl ground. Theemotiled Shorajpo, when anything
like porfect, becomes a very valonble pigeon, and is often sold at so much
the mottle, and T waz told on good and eatisfnctory auwthority that ps
muchTs 1400 rupees had boeen paid for o fine bird of this breed, Whila

& fow eolonred feathers on the breast of the Sherajec only spoil what

might otherwize be a good plain-breasted bivd, when the number renches
to about thirty single well scparmted mottles, the valoo is reckoned some-
thing in the same woy ns that of the diamond, by squarmg the number
of feathera and mul?iu]j‘i]'.::: by a price.  After all, 1000 rupees, formerly
equal to about L£100° sterling, is no more than bns been paid in this
conntry for o carvier, and Indinn potentntes arve known to be ns keen
in aequiring the objects of their fancy as people of any other country, =

Tho Shergjee can only be seon good in the colleations of exporienced
pigenn famcicrs, though no bird is more common in the places in Calentta
whoro pigeon shops abound. I have seen them in black, rpd, vellow, and
dun, also in blue and silver, both barred and barless, and in many off
colonra. Those found in the bazmara for =nle nre almost invarinbly of
black marking, and generally either baro or only hall sathered on the logs.

Some five or six hondred large vessels leave Caleultn for Great Britain
every year, and few of them withoub somoe live stock on board as
pets, for sailors are very fond of o monkey, parrot, or paic of birds to
amuse themselves with on the long voyage. In this way many black
Sherajec®pigeons, such as can be bought for 2s. or 3s o pair, have
reachnd this conntry, and probably they have been coming for the last 200

years or moro ; but the earliest mention of this breed I know of in onr
litersture, ia in the Paullry Chronicle vol. 8, page 443, in the roport of
Prescot Bhow, in Lancashire, on the 4th July, 1855, as followa: ““The
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pigeons seemed to be tho subjoot of univorsal interest. Among theso

2 wors two pons, quite now (and distinet as to variety), and which wo
i beliave have pever hitherto beon shown ot any public competition. We
\ o Allnda to birds entored a3 © Toilors,” why sg ealled wo kuow not, but aro
informed tho original parent birds wore imported from the Canadas (under
that namo) at an immonse cxpense, by the lnte Earl of Derl:-j.r, fop the
Knowsley aviary.”*  And then follows the deseription of thom ; agresing
with what I have given of the Shernjee, excopt a3 to mottled breast and

feathered feet, which shows thom to have "heon merely sgilors’ pigeons,

thongh wealled * tailors,” and no doubt l].I.B}" wera bought in Liverpool

from some East Indin vezsel, the Senadas not having any such stock ta
9 part with, ;'Lgnﬁ. at page 491 of the samg volume, tihy are referred to
by Afr. Brent as follows: **I beg to second My, Eaton’s appenl to pigeon
faneiers, and hope they will support the Anerley show ; and trogidesec
some of -the rare varietics thore, such ns lnnghers, silk faut:r.ifa, taylors,
and others."”

In Brent's pigeon book, and in Eaton's 1558 treatize,” tho name of
“tailor ' is d;om:uml, and that of Lahoro or martin substituted, the
former being given becanse Brent bad found thoy #ame from that eity,
and the Iatter on acconnt of their resomblanes in whrking to the martin or
window swallow {Hirunde nrbica).

-
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: CHAPTER XLVIIL

L]
- THE MOOKEE FIGEON.

Tms is another Indian pigeon, of pnre and distinet rnoo, that has not

been nnknown in British seaports, having a connection with the Enst

Indies during the past twenty or thirty years ; but which hasnot boen

f repognised as the nareew-tailed shaker of Willnghby'a ** Ornithology,'"

= j published in Londen in 1678, Willnghby says of this kind : * Narrow
or closo tafled shaking plreons—dAnglic?, oarrow-tailed shakers. These

agree with the precodent (broad-tailed shakers) in shaking, bot differ in .
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the narrownesa of their tails, na the name imports, They pro s2id alse
to vary in eolonr. This kind wo have not as yob seon, ner have we more
to say of it Willughby had this information, without donbt, from
game pigeon faueier who kngw the breed, though he does not name his
anthority, as he ¢lsewhere names Mr, Cope, of Jewin-strost,

Whon .:l.[uurl.l wrote his ** Columbarinm,”" about sixty years later, he
deseribed the narrow-tailed ghaker, the Iast kind ho mentions in his book,
as follows : *#This Pigeon is ®eckon'd by some o distinet Species, tho®
I pm apt to balieve it is 1,1:1!;.-"!1 bastnrd breed between the foremoing (the
brond-tail'd shaker) and spme other Bird. Its neck is shefer and
thicker, itz back longer, the Fmthm:fpf its Tril are not so much spread
out, bot fall as it were dogble, lying over omo nnn?her. and the Tail
ganorally lops very much.”’ And thus, from Moore enwards, every writer
Cre———] lfu! narrow-tailed shaker ns a crosabred fantail, s no doubt the
bird above described wis, Moore nover hoving seen the trus breed, But
it will bo obzerved that Moore snys, ** This pigeon is reckon’d by some a
distinct species.’” No pigeon fancier would reckon n eressbred fantail
as o distinet epecies, so there were, even in Moore's jme, some who
cither had known of had been told about the true naresw-tailed shaker,
which i3 the Indian ¥lookes, n pigeon having the tromulons shaking
neck of the fantail, and o close narrow tail with the normal number of
twelve feathers, .

The hepd of the Mookee is flat, showing no stop, and iz all deawn to
& point; it #leo is invariably peaked behind. The irides are dark hazel
in eolonr. The upper mandible is white, and the luw:!r follows tho

plumaze, The whole head is white, above a line ronning soroas the eyes.

Tha two longest flight feathers should be whito, and all the rest of the

bird coloured, The head often comos foul or unegually out, and the

flights often foul. Three, or even four, a side, are better than unequal

flights, but two a side are considared the standard, The curions thing

sphont the Mookee is the tremulous shaking of the meok, which is never

absant, and which is most-constant when the bird is enlacions. It is
eingular sbo 2ee the cock driving the hen to nest : his hend and neck

shake continually backward and forward, bnt he nevor loses his balance. ¥
The tail is carried horizentally nnd elose, na in most pigeons. o

I bave seon all colours in this breed, as in the Shersjee, but tho great ’

majority are black. Blues with black bars, barless bloes, apd duns, are
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pext in order of number, while reds and yollows nro comparatively
seares, thongh they were to bo seen in the possession of soveral Calentin
[anciors ton yoars ago.

Poifing nzide the curious mnrkings, it i obvious that the Mookoe is
not o bastard fentail, for, united to s close tail of twelve fenthers, it has
all the shaking of ordinary fantails ; nnd it is known that in erossing the
fantail, its tremulons neek motion is lost long before the tail is reduced to
twelve feathera. Tt is s probable that exten fail feathersin the Mookes
rosnlted in the broad-tailed ahaker, ns thot® it was bred gown from the
fantaile No one ean say now how either variety was produeed, and to
cxperiment on the subjeet would M 1'-'u.ﬁti||;,' tima that might be botter
omployed, as we Hhvo both varieties rondy mgade to ourhands.

The Mookeo is a good breeder and feeder. It is a long-lived pigeon.
Ono dun eock that T sent to Dundee, from Caleutis, old wh-l:-'u.hl-'hih,
lived for ten years afterwards.

e G S

CHAPTER Kux."
. THE GOOLEE PIGEON.

Tnx Gooles is a small pigeon, not much larger than the *short faced-
tombler. It wad in the possession of o Mr. Wood, in Calouita, ono
of four 1.!4'\':|r.|:u:-'.‘r|€r all pigeon faneciers, that I firet saw n good colleckion
of Gooloes, and what at ence sfrock me was their close resemblanca in
shpe and earriage Jo onr short-faced tumblers. The Gooleo ling o spin-
dle beak, likethat of our small clean-logped flying tnmblora, nnd an
abruptly risiog forchoad, showing a decided stop.  Wers the best of them
to he subjected to treatment from the skunll fmprovers, that onr late
books on pigeons make s peint of illustrating for the benefit of unthinking
people, the reault would ba hirds differing little from short-laces, exoept
in golour, The benighted hesthens, however, do wot use such instrn.
ments, for they ooly value properties that can be bred in their pipeons.
But this may be the result of simple ignorance, for T kuow well that if
they onea I.!wlls.'ht any additional yalue would necrne from o made gkull,
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thoy wounld not, auy more than many amongr ns, ever consider the craelty
thore 15 in shaping the heads of tonder pigeons.
The npper mandibla of the Gooleo is coloured, the lower white, but

reds and yollows have generally light Leaks, The marking of the hend
und neck i3 the samo as in the Shernjee.  The irides are nanally dark,
bat g whito or orangoe iris would, T think, be more plensing, Tho fail,
with its poverts, is also eoloured, This marking is found in all solid
colonrs, nnd when the colours ere rich and lustrous, as they often are,
the oye cerea gad corners of the mouth are of o decidedly reddish hme.
Tha rest of the plumagae is all white, except in a rarer variety, ksown as
the mottled Goolee. Tho mottled vorkiiy, to bo right, must have a rose.
pinion of colonref foathers gu the wing coverts; whith this rose-pinion

is composed of well soparated feathers, the effect is very pleasing, Some 1
| = ttled Goolees are of three colours, such as dark dun on head,
neck, and tail, yollow motfled shonldors, and white ground. I have seen
them of this rare combination of colours, and I beliovo other thres
colonred varietics oxist, such ns black morked ones, with red motiled
shoulders. The Gooles s clean logged, walks on tip-tge when proud,
trails it3 wings, andehas tho carringe of & good almond tumbler, There
aro in Bengal as many degrees in quality in this variety as thero are
hero botween the best shori-faces and common flying tumblers. The
chofeost birds ean only be ectn in the possession of experionced breodors,
and are never offered for eale in the bazasrs. Tho Gooloo sharea with
the SherajeoRthe position of chief favourite mmong Caloutta pigeon fanciers,
gomo preferring the former, others the Intter. Fino specimens of both
kinds fetch long prices. =
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CHAPTER L.

L |
THE CORAL-EYED PIGEON.
L]
Tur Coral cye iss variety of the domestic pigeon woll known in Bengal, :
1 have secn these birds in the possession of different fanciers.in Caleutts, o 4

among whom they went by the above nome; and I believe their Hindog-
tanee designation has the same meaning, In size and shapa Ehu coral oye
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pigeon rosembles & strong Eoglish owl pigeon, but its head and beak
ard more of the common typo, the lntter not long and spindly, but of
Rl moderate length and thickness. It ia neither turn erowned nor feathor-
\\ logged, and always, as far aa I have seen, wholo coloured blue, with the
Tismal black wing bars. What constitutes this pigeon of pure nnd dis-
finct raco is the colour of ity irides, which aro large in size, amd boflt-
ing like the chofco African owl, In colonr thoy are of o vivid ruby rod,
of the hue known smong jewel merchants #% * pigron’s blood," I have
seen nothing mearly approaching them in r,:ny othor broof of pipeon,
for they gro like bip beads of living fire spogkling in the head of the
bird, snd o prononnced that they {8 at the distance of several yards.
This pigeon breeds®*troe, but leses all volue if cmssmi with another
varisty. It is an instance of the manifold variations thot oxist in that
nniversal favonrite the domestio pigeon. T oneo deseribed this pw
the Jowrnal of Horticulture some years ngo, befora which T am not aware

§
'

that it was ever mentioned in this conntry,
i ey gt et e

CHAPTER LI

THE CAPUCHIN PIGEON. E

A ProE0d under this name was described by Moors, who saya that it
is in shape and miake very like the jacobin, bont something Inrgor in
sbody, longer in heak, with o tolerable hood, but no chain, though in
feather and other pmpt:tiuﬂ the eame.  He snys, “ Somo will nasort it to
be n distinet Species, but I am more inelinabla to imagine it is only o
bastard breed from o Jacobine and another Pigeon; however thus far T
am sure, that a Jack and ancther will breed n Bird so liko it, na will
puzzle the Authora of this Assertion to distingnish it, from what they

call their separate Species.' -
Remembering what Moore has said of the Mahomet and narrow-tailed
J shaker, I donbt if his half-bred jacobin was really what some fanciors
assertod to be the true Capuchin. Moore evidently knew tho motta,
viam aul inveniam aut fociam, and it pozzles me to hear of any fancier

L]
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as=erting a hall-bred jacobin to be a distinet species ; however, if there
wid & pure race, a5 deseribed, kuown as the Capuchin then, we do not
know it now ; for its deseription eaunot apply to the bird we now class
pnder that name, . = /

Tha Capuchin was first imported into Eugland and first deseribed in
Fulton™ book by wy friend AMr. H. P. Caridin, of Birmingham. It fsa®
dhtive of one loenlity of Asin Minor, he suys, and those I huve scon are
certainly of® pure and dlulin‘ul: race, Tho hoad is round aud full in
front, the beak short and fine, tha irie pure white and surrounded by
a thin purple-black core, und the 'I.Jeak and too mails are bleelk, The
plumage i3 a rich metallic black? sparkling with lestre, the tail with
its coverts nlone being white, Mr. Caridia says thefe are alao similinrly '1

arked blues and whole coloured whites. Thoe Capuchin gels its name

hnﬂunaiw close fitting hood on the back of its head, which comes
down a very short distance on each side of its neck. It carries the
flights low, gencrally below the tail. It is thin necked, broad chested,
and has much of the shape and earringe of the shortfaced tomblor. It
is eaid to bo a good flyer, breeder, and feoder. &

1 have henrd some say that this pigeon is the original of our jacchina,
which T consider an hallocination. [Its black oye cere alone points fo n
separata origin, but I belisve the third or fourth orozs from it nnd the
jncobin hns resulted in very fair specimens of the latter breed, which
I can easily imegine wonld bo the cnse. I could faney it to have origi-
nated from the jacobin and the Mahomet, but thia i3 more speculation. ]
The breed asg it stands may be many centuries old.

i o P

CHAPTER LIIL

-

5 THE LAUGHER PIGEON. T
Tore: Tanghiec: inn: hreod. of -pigamn that lins hean. ¥nown in thivecuntry. :
off and on, since Moore's time, It scoms to have died oot and been ro- s
imported soveral fimes, From all aceounts it has almost nothing to
distinguish it In gescral appearance from the common pigeon. Brent 8

L]
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mentions two stocks of these bieds ho koow of. 'The first closely resem-

-"\ hlad bloo choquoersd dovehouse pigeons, but wore rathor smallor and had

: \ very elightly feathered legs, the only differemce ho conld notice being o

salight folness ot back of the neck bebind th® head, and the edge of the

.ryellﬂ! being inelined to red. Tho coek of n pair he hod was |:’L.u.rk

chequered, the hen tho same, but pied with white. The othet stock,

which was imported from India, he was tnl:'l., and which wera taken thonee

' by Mahomotans who had bepn on a pilgricgge to Maeuu.;w-:m of the

sameo dovebonse form, but with sarrow peaked erowns, and in colour of

o lirht Maggle, or something botwgan o grizzle and o gay mottle. A

pair lately descrihe';l, that belonged {5 Mr. Betty, wore [gtle bigger than

African owls, mather long in flight and tail, Blue rmwmped, clenn legged,
and of a dark blue chequer. Moore says * It is red mottled ; and s

tell ma they have seen blues, They are said 1o come from the hnﬁ Land,

vear Jerngalom.' It seems, thorefora, that the lnugher is of difforent

colonrs, sometimes peaked, and sometimes slightly feathered on the lege.

Their peculitr voice is what makes them o distinet breed, and Meore de-

seribes it thos: &' When the Cock plays to his Hen, he has a hoarse Coa,

not nolike the Guggling of o Bottle of Water, when onr*d out, and then

makes a Noise, which very much imitates n soft Langhter, and from

thence this Bird has its Name."

M. Betty's pair were described in the Live Stock Journal in February,
1878, as “ singing pigecns.’’ **The notes wers very aoft, between
cooing and drumming, clear, aundible throughont the room, and were con-
tinued for aboot half a minute . . . The hen often, but not invariably,
sings an accompaniment in o lower key.'*

I * Ihavea pair of the samo race of pigeons that eames, I was told, from
l ] Egypt. They are white, with peaked crowns, hor manes, woll feathored
: iem}, ornnge irides, brownish tinged beaks, and are both ticked with rod
: . “on the head and throat. They are thickly made, low-standing pigeons,

above the average size, and more like the trampoter breed than the fore-
P going descriptions. The cock langhs and drums for from ten to l,h:rt:,r

| seconds when salacions, his notes being both musical and p]mmut. ta
= j listen to. The hen responds in a more subdoed voies, and both shaka
their wings with a tremulons moticn when their concert is going on,

+ —erofD 3 Cpace e
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e THE TRIGANICA PIGEON.

Ix the city of Modena, thd sport of pizeon-fiying has been in vsﬁm from
time immemorisl. Thoso who are dototed to this sport sre enlled Trign- |
nieri, and the bird they employ is known as the Trlg-mwn, or Tripaninn
i Historical evidence carries tho sport back to the year 1327, the
date ui %ho Modenese statute, De Columlis non capiendiz nee frappole
tenginda. In the same stetute, reformed in 1547, tho word Trizanioros,
used onlyin Modena, is first found. In the Latin poom De dweipio Cafer-
aticun, by the Modenese, Seraphino Salvarani, published in 1678, thora
is 4 fine ciescriptil:llln of the methoed in which the Trigankori carey on thaic
adrial warfare, Tuszo has alladed to them as
« « A company of loore Uvers,

l."lhn up to gnmicg and making pigsons iy,

Which were cnllod Trignuderi,

Nuturnl enciabes to the Beechettonl, =
the lattef being *‘certain people who go abont by day kissing little
pictures painted on boards, and in the evening nssemblo together to nee
the gconrge on their bare backs."” Abont the time thaf Moors wrote his
¢ Columbarinm,'* Dr. Domenieo Vandelli was writing n deseription of
the sport earried on with pigeons by the TT@lﬂiﬂrij which differsd but
little from that in vogue at the present day. The dovecotes are on the
roofs of the honses, and they are surrounded by stepped platforms, one
which the Trigunieri stand, directing the flight of their pigeons by the
waving of a little flag at the end of a pole. The flag, some grain of which
the bards are fond, and the shrill whistle of the owner, instead of which
# cornet was wsed in olden times, are all the means vsed for directing
them. The object of the sport is the pleasure of making them fy ns
required, and the sapture of birds belongivg to enemies. Somo of the
phrases used will illnsteate the methods employed.
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Guastare, i3 to lot looso for Might one or more pigeons for the first
fime.

‘.\ Jparare, is to lot looss for Dight, and to soud round in circles, the
. o Pigeons abready trained. .

Aizchiave, ia to join togelher and confnse in one eingle band the

*varions flying bands which belong to several Triganicri, tanght t8 do thia

by a signal given them by their respective uma-’.nn

Strappare, is tho sndden division and he;mmuutu of the hmtml bands,
at thoe whistle of any Triganicro, who thus calls bnek ius band to his
own roofpwhen they are all united lggnt!mr, .

Seaverzare, i3 the sigual which #h® Triganicrs makes Jith his dng to
hiz band, when 11\]'L11.1~.-1l1'1-'|!:-|. mingled with Ris own birds, one or more
strange pigeons, which they con more easily surronnd nnd bring f:-:lr_]li:'__
dovecoto,

Avvujore, is to indoce n band, into which some strauge pigeons havo
been brought, to iy backwards snd forwards in long-continued flights
aronnd the dovecots, in order to selzo a fuveurable cpportunity of
making them allglesgand togother.

Tratlare, or (Fuslare, i the giving of grain to the 'pl;mua when thoy
hove descended, as a reward for having been obadiont in their flight
to the signals of the Trizanicre.

Trar gite ndsnts, is the recalling of the floak of pigecns by their master
when they do not obey his zsigoals, withont giving them iood, the botter
to incite them to obedienca,

Andare indietrp spailla, is o feign to send the pigeons to mingle with
others, and whon they have almoat mingled, to eall them boolk enddenly,
with the probability of some of the pigeons of the other bands roturning
with them. -

Dare la mano, ia the nct of taking up tho strange pigeona which
“have perched on the platform with the pigaons of the Triganiero,

When Vandelli wrote, the sport was earried on in foure wnys. Firet, on
the terms of good fricudship, in which a reciproeal restitution of captives
was made without compensation. Second, on the torms of fair battle,
by tho redemption of the eaptives at o price agreed wpon by the com-
batants, Third, on declared war, when the pigeons were tnken with im-
punity, and with no obligation on the part of the enptor to restore them,
Axd fourth, "f' war to the Jast drop of blood, when tho c.nptivq WaR
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immediately hung from the platform in full sight of the dovecole of the
adversary, or there wna nttached to its Eail o littlo bottle of gpunpowder, in

which o fuse was placed, and then, when the enomy sent ont his pigeons,
the eaptive was let loose aler the {use had boen fired, so that when ﬁ
it arrived in tho midst of the Hight the botile burst, aud mnny of ﬂ'm
plgtons hear woro killed or wonnded.
1n the present day, ]:um'rl:-'rr.'r. such crnel reprisals are not in use, and
the sport ia generally c:wrlm’l lira, or on the torms of the redemplion of
captives ab ﬂ.e rnte of o \Iadeno-u. lira. 1
I am indebted to the Halian bcu:lLs..I have mentioned for the foregoing
information on fhe Triganieri, and Shiefly to Malmusi®s * Dei Triganiori,'
1851. . = 4
The Triganica pigeon, which i3 of comparatively modern origin—othor
1'41:"?{:!.&‘ ag deseribed under the Archangel pigeon, baving been pre-
viouzly nsed for the sport—i= 2aid by Neumeister to be a varioly of the
Hithnerlauben, under which classification he deseribes it. The marking
is certainly very similar to that of the Floreatiner, bunt the Triganica
pigeon i3 now only & mediom-sized bicd, and thougl many of thom
carry their tails sdmewhat erect, thay onght to carry them horizontally.
Thia variety certainly shows some relationship to the Leghorn runt race
in being high on the legs, shork in the flights and tail, and in being
marked much the same as the Flovenliner, but ite shapo is in ogery
respoct m;:-djﬁed, and other elementa have withont doubt entered into its
composition. The illnstration iz from a bird lent me by Mr. Ivatts, of
Dublin, which was very little larger thon o common flying tumbler.

There nre no lesg than 152 colonra in this variety, all of which hove
received nomes from the Triganieri, and these may be found in Professor *
Bonizzi's 1 Colombi di Modenn." Soventy-sixgol these are what are
called echiclti, or pure colonrs, that is, tho pizeons are all colonred
without any entirely white feathers, and the other seventy-six ars the™
corregponding o, or magpies of these colonrs, that is, pied with white,
liko the illostration, Some of tho most beautiful colonrs are, black with
the 'n-'in_g coverts chequered with red, which T have attempted to show
in the illustration. Black, with the wing coveris heavily tipped with red,
g0 that the whole shoulder, as in o turbit, is red, the head, flights, and
tail being jet black. The same with yellow chequered or wholo yellow
shonlders. Dun head, fighta and tail, the shoulders buff, but tipped

-
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with bright yellow. The same with solil yellow shoulders. Blue
magpies, with rod or yollow wing bars, black barred blues being of no
valus. Light blue, of a uniform tint, without sny wing bars. Black and
white grizzles, in which overy eolonroed f-.ul.i.hm' ghould show black and
white, Bluoo snd white grizzles. Threo coloured birds, in which every
feather shonld show bluck, red omd white, Odditics, havingsone*wing
of ono colonr, and the other of anothor colour. T have lately soen esmo
good Triganica pigeons in the posscesisn of Mr. O. Neef, of Forcat
Hill, from whom I have obininod o pair ol light silvery®hlue magpies,
marbled on the shoulders with dark blue, ang with yellow wing bars.
These pigeons are bred by maq':\-.func[ursr who hove neither time nor
inclination for the sport as practised by the 'l'L'i-,rnu'mrl'prnlmr. Some of
the eolonrs are rare, and only in the hands of their producors, who are
go jealons of parting with thom that they will rather destroy i “sire
plus stock than lot the breed oot of their hands. The magpies present
the same difficulties in breeding as other pied pigoons, coloured lenthers
in the parts that ghould be white, and vice wersd, tronbling the breeders
in Modena a3 much as they do ua in our pied varickies ; g0 that o per-
fectly marked pigeon is o rarity, aod is consequently ®onsidered valuable,

ey it bt —

CHAPTER LIV. X

INDIAN FLYING PIGEONS.

Tx passing throngh tho streets of large eifics in Northern Tndia, from an
hour before sunset till dark, an observor may seo many peopls on the flat
roofs of the houses, directing the flight of large flocks of pigeons by
means of Aags attached to long bamboo poles. This sport i3 cavried on
with great energy in the city of Delhi, where I have seen immonso
pumbers of pigeons flown in this way. In Calenita nlso, poyohie who

. may be passing throngh the native parts of the city, near sunset, will seo
the same sport carriod on by numerons pigoon fiyers. Garden Reach (tho

1 gsouthern suburb of Calentia) was formerly the residence of many of the
principal merehants and eivil aervants, whose palatial honses, standing in

[ ]
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their componnds of from two to twenty neres of ground, are now chiedy
owned by the ex-king of Oude, o State prizoner there, who has graduslly
bought up a great many of them, and surrounded them by n high wall,
Whon passing up the Hooghly river I often saw flights of pigeoms that
geomed to number thousands, Aying, to nll appearance, under command,
over tha*king's grounds ; but, as it was impossible to gain admittanes to
th place, T could never got & eloser inspection of thom, il observing in
the nowspape® one day that :*.L'-?miu people would be admitted, I hastonod
to avail mszcﬂ of the opportunity. The ex-king of Oude hes whot is said
to bo thoe largest private colkection of gare birds and animale in the world,
on which he has spent an immonse sfm of money, and of which Lo is very
ford. It wonld be ont of pheo hers to desoribe thoe Beantifally laid out
..E‘:",”"“h' the lovely plants, the rare nnimals, the marble-morgined tanks
or pond™ surrounded by gilded railings, and full of rare aqueiic birds, and
tho hounses fitted np as aviaries, and foll of the most gorgeously featherod
birds; 30 I shall eonfine mysell to o description of the four great flights
of pigeons which are kept in four of the bonses in the king's grounds.
These flights aro said to number abont o thounsand iy each, and nre
composed of only foe breed, the native name of which I forget. This
voricty is o medinm'zized, very hord-feathered, smooth-headed, bare-
legged, boldly upstanding, rether long-fnced pigeon, not anlike tho cross
between o dragoon and tumbler, It is invariasbly pied in colour, the hgarl
and mck,.as far as in the Triganien or nun pigeons, being usually
colopred, The rest of the plumage is white, on which irregular patchos
of colour, differing in different individuals, may be found, It is difficult
to find any two exactly alike in marking, The inurlurg;ﬂauka are of fonr
eolours, cue being black pied, and the othera red, yellow, and blne pied. =
The bouses these flocks are kept in were formerly Qwelling houses, in the
opper rooms of which, I was told the pigeons were bred,  Tha keeper of
cach flight has o long bamboo, to which is attached o small flag, and o jar ™
of seed, something like millet in apposrance. He mmst also bo an adopt U
in being able to ntter o ehrill whistls, by placing his first and second -
ﬁnj;nr;hutwmn his lips. It will therefore bo seon that the modus oper-
andi of directing the pigeons is oxsctly the same as in nse in Modena.
The fight T observed first wns composed of blue pieds, whose keoper drove
them out of the lower hall of the honse, in which they wore, with his
bamboo. They all settled on n large rack, such ns is fitted up in groen-
L]
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hous=es for placing the pots on, which stood in front, of the houze, He
then gave his shrill whistle, waved his flag, nnd tho whole flock rose into
the air. The other flights were up at the ramoe time, and it was o fino
GHlght to seo them intormingling, separatings and wheoling ronnd in their
flight ; the donse massos casting shadows on the ground lke piesing
®olonds, ond the whizzing of their many wings being pleasant Yo bear.
fler they had flown for some time, 1 asked the keoper to bring thtm
rn, and I conld then sea how quick iTufg.' wird, for thh moment he
sped his flag and put his hond into the sced jar, they r.-l'.-;lnlnml in their
i hmg in the eir for & moment, and thorscame down to the ground
y feet with a rosh, Tho keeper ®ent in nmongst thog and picked up
which ho shoo® from side to side and tihm toseed inte the air, T
n yellow pied, from one of the other flights.
t is probable that pigeon fying carried on in this way has travelied
cestward feom Asin, The Iialinn books make montion of o eimilar
praatice being common in Moscow, Tt is woll known that the Taj Mahal
at Agra, and othor fine boildings that ere the glory of the East, were
designed by Ttalign architects, and nothing is more likely than that soms
of the Italians who wera in Indis from two to threo flondrod FATE nT0
may Lave been pigeon fanciers, snd taken tho ﬁl]u;t home with them,
There is even some resemblance in the respestive breeds used for ihe
spozt in Italy and India. The Modenose statutes of 1327 and 1547
prohibit the snering of pizeons by nots or strings, but thoy do pot prove
conclusively that this sport was in use then. Some of the Venobinns may
hnve originated the sport in the Alteenth century, Thoe Vooetinng had
intimate boginess II:'ﬂkﬂ:'w:ﬂ:us with Indin 400 years ago, and their coins are
* still pleatiful there, I have bought Venetinn ducnts in Iudin, whora they
are valoed for their pyrity, and hoarded up with the gold Alohurs of
Akbar. The sport may have reached Italy from Turkey or the Lovant,
Tor I bave no donbt it is earried on in Persin, Turkish Arabin, and Asia
Minor, with little or no difforcnce from that of Hindostan,

-




» CHAPTER LV.

. .
THE ANTWERP C.fff?f?ff:’r’f PIGEON.

TrE woll-knows love of pigeons gl.irm!'n]]j for their hgmes, has heen
adrantage of from tho earlfest ag ges by making nse of them as mossan
The fiying fancier ean point to Anacreon's *“Ode to the Carrier Pige
written twenty-five centuries ago, s a proof of the oxistence of his fo
in earky fimes :
Tell me why, my sweetest dove,

Thas your humid pinjoss move?
. . . =

Cariona stranger! T belong

- To the bard of Telan song;
With his mandoate now I fly
®  To the nymph of aruro oy,
Thronghont history there are records of the uee of carrier pigoons as
messengers to and from beleaguerod cibies ; from the amphitheatro, te tell
the reanlf of the sports or combats; from enravans, to announce their
sotting ont or arrival. DMany pessages from medimval writers have

recently beon brought to light regarding their empjoyment, aud if in y
modern timea the telegraph has suporseded them in Europo as ewift

earriers of nows, railways boave afforded such facile mosns of {raining ® '
them, that probably at no other period of the wowld’s history, have snch E
immensa numbera of these birds beon kept by sweepstakes and other ‘
fliors, ns at the present time, 2

The subject iteelf being without the scope of my schome, my remarks
on it will be mere general than particalar. A referonco to my chaptor .
on tﬁr_ litarature conneoted with pigeons will show that many books have
been pulblished bore and abroad on this subject, which iz of such o special
eheructer, and ontzide the pigeon fanoy proper, that an exhanative trentise
on it would ovcapy more spaco here than counld be found for it and,
after all, it would bo chiefly o compilation from what has been alveady

L
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publishod, as T do not pretend to have studied the sobject otherwise than
in a general and but slightly experimental way.
The pigeons formerly nsed in this couniry na mossongors wore mainly
Jof earrigr doscont, such as horsomen, deagopns, skinnnms—the cross of
the first two with tomblors—ond long-faeed beards, which no donbt wera
*murely beard-marked skinnums, aud bred in tho spmo way, but fer mhick-
ing especially. Al such have beon for long known amongst us as homtng
pigeons, and were so referred to by Mooro®n his ™ Columbasium,”" where,
at page 5, in describing the construction of the Trap or AII'_V,” ho snys
4 Othorse build them very wide :m-;l lofty, designing thom to give Room
and Air to Pigeons of the homing So#t."" Again, at page 32, nnder the
Horsoman, **This Practics i3 of admirablo Sewice to "om, when they comn
to be train'd for the homing Part™ ; and elsewhers, whon writing of the -

short thick besk, and with evident appearance of owl desecut, somo of
them even showing the frilled breast. The next is the continental
comulet, a pigeon noted for the lougth of timo it can keep on the wing.
I have seen it mentioned that these pigeons have flown as long as thirteon
hours at & streteh, the distance covered during that time being probably
several hundred miles. They are of varions colonrs, but blacks and roeds,
with whita tails oe white fights, or with both, are known as varioties,
while pure whites, ticked with red on the hend and neck, nve also o wall-
* known race, distingnished in France as tho Pigeon volant cow-rouge, Tho
enmulet is much alike in zize and shope to the common clean logged
flying tumbler. It is rather longer in beak ; it has o pure white iris,
which is larger than usoal in pigeons, the pupil being small anfl con-
tracted. The third ingredient of the composite bind, now known as the
Antwerp carrier, is the English dragoon, known in Belginm as the Bac-
Anglaia; and the fosion of these threv varietios bns taken place during
the present centory, and o race of pigeons has been established, romark-
L]

“ Powting Horseman."'

On tha Continent the pigeon now chiefly used for match fying is the
Amntwerp carrier, or Belginn voyageur, which bas been bred from o judi-
cions mixtore of several long and high flving varieties. The first of these,
& pigeon that cap itself do long distances, ia the smerle of Liege, which is
quoted in Mr, Tegetmoior's book ns enpable, whon matuored, of deing 500
miles in twelve hoors, in fne weather. The smerle is tho opposite in
sppearance of the deagoon type, being arched and broad in skull, with o

[ L]
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able for their power of flying long distances in quick time. Tha eroas of

L
the dragoon with the smorle or comulot fs ealled n domi-bee, and the _’/
eross of the dragoon-smerla with the cumulet, or dmpgoon.comulet with / '
the smerle, a Quart-boo,  ‘Lhe Quart-bee, bred over again to the smorlo :

or cumnlet, {akes aftor its peogenitors, so that among the best pigeons
thedy ar# sarions types of skull, somoe after the owl strain, while others®
ar® more ron out in head and beak, The chisf colowrs fonnd in the Ant-
werp are blna, h1t1c~chtq1lor,. thealy, and red chequer, and thess eolours
pied to some extent with whilo, These colours are the most natural,
being what aro found nmome gemi-wild pigeons, and in process of time
have donbtless psserted themselve# ws thoe hordiest and fttest for the
severg work thoy have to perform, . 1

Coming now to the eounsideration of the wonderful performances of
Antwerps in returning distances of 500 miles and more, thore is no doubt
that fraining bas much to do with it, thet grent numbers of them are lost
in the eovers training they got, nod that the percentage of birds that
would return from a first toss of 400 miles would be but small. Still,
they have been known to return to their domicile from,snch o distancs,
withont any presibos teaining, and thorefore thers romalns something
still enexplained in founection with them, which may never be satisfac.
torily clucidated. Dogs, cats, end other animals bave been Lnown ta
refurn immense distances when taken from homo—they have becu gt

by ses Bﬂ_-!] bave returoed by land ; but then we hear of such ineidents
when they happen, and of those who do not so distingnish themselves we
vaver hear, >

Some years ago Mr. James Huie, of Glasgow, the well-known poutor
fancier, n writer whose diction and stylo of gomposition hove canged * i
many to wish that he had written otherwise than ogly fngitively on fancy
pigeons, oontributed the following article on the Antwerp carrier to the

Journal of Horlicullure: - r
“fPowen oF WiNg AND COMPAEE,
' ** I hear m voics you cannot hear, “
Which bids me not to stay;
T viter m hand yoo cannot ses,
Which beckons me away. ‘

-
" Thero has been much interesting writing on the powors of the enrriee
pigeon, the length and rapidity of their flights and modes of training,
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along with speonintions ns to their guide for their homewnrd conrse, The

\ lattor pointa to tho theory of this bied flying by sight alone. T find that

the Rov, . 5, Dixon, in his very interesting work, ° The Dovecoto nnd

i \ JAviaTy,’ takes this samo view ; and though T always hesitate to place my

opinton agninst that of snch men of lettera s Mr. Dixon, still on this

®point (the gnide of the carrier on tho wing) I beg most respestfolly to

differ, It is pretty well known that I am not an Antworp-carrier fancler,

and do not encourage the Antwerp as a bied that ought to be in the funey,

for saveral reasons which I shall not disonsa TI.1.. presont. Dt Antworps T

keep for dwo purposes : firat, na fredors for my young pouters, and second

for tabla nse. For both these purpo®s I find them most guitable. Firat,

then, 23 to the pow®e of wing possessed by this bied. T do not think this

point i yet fully developed in this country; but so far as my personal =

experience goes [ skall give i, The pluin norretive I think may suswor

the purpose best, It may be interesting, snd I hope will mot weary
readors

“f Beveral years ago, when in Manchester, T called on DMr. W, Millward,

bird dealer, from whom I had all my Belgian conaries. He had lately

arrived from the Continent, and brought with him o stock of Antwerp

earriors, which he then found to bo most unprofitable. Kot having before

soon guch birds, which T could be sure of having been imported, T pur-

chaged threo pairs. The stock consisted of mostly bluos, some menlies,

and some nameless golonrs ; bot all wero solf-colonred, and nlll showing

& croas of the owl, a elight division of the festhors on the breast. Somo

of them bad the breast fenthers slightly turned, indicating the frill. They

woro wild as uﬂ'i‘i‘];' canght hawks, and strong enough to carey before them

* apans of window gluss, as one of them did when in my possozsion. After

much care and cantions] foond them to bo hardy birds, broeders almoat

the year round—indeed, T am never withoat some fow young ones.  During

b “the sexson, when early light, they take two fights per day, the cocks and

unocenpied hens st about 7 a.m,, the Lens and nnocenpied cocks sbout 1

pue. The flock fuvariably fly southward, and are away for nbout an hour

and a half each time, T have seen them fully ten miles sonth still hilding

L}
L4 in that direction. When firat noticed on their return they are always at

& very gread height § bot shiould it be blewing hard (the weather seeins of
little consequence to them) they often return from the northward, having

y uo deubt been carried to the cast or west beyond their home. Three

= "
]
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ghire. This friend saw my Antwerps, and exprogsod a wish for o pair or /
twa to breed for table wse, After his leaving for home I canght thres

pairs all bred in my loft (Auntyerp loft, for with thom I have nothing else). | ,f
They were put inte s box (not a basket or eage), nnd addressed toa

muthal fiend in Manchestor, na they could not reach Ledbury in one day ™

i
yoara passed, when a friend enmoe on o visit from Lodbury, Heroford- J
[

frdt Glasgow, They reached Manchestor in the evening, were re-booked
for Ledbury woxt morning, nofl reached their destination that ovening ;
Lut uniil the® were not taken out of the box in which T had placed them, i’
Before gonding the birds paay I ]J::_!Jnd the flight feathers owt of the

right wing of cagh bird, and my ins®uetions were, * Keep thom confined

with such a netting ns will 2ot thom see the luclﬂityﬁill they haye ench !
o O DEBE of young ounes, and are sitting upon their second eggs.' These
instructions were rigidly adhered to. One night the netting was removod
aceording to instroctions, and the birds wers at liborty next morning. A
man wns gct to walch. The cocks took sundry short flights, and by and
by relioved their mates ocenpied in incobation ; the hens came ont, and
&t onco took wing, Tho date now I cannob give precizely—let mo call it
the 18th of July. ® On the morning of the 20th I had a letter from my
fricnd, dated the ﬂzf befora (Ehoe 19th), sying, * The birds were yestorday
morning let ont, but two of them have not returned. I am afraid they
are lost." While in the act of reading my friend’s letter, my man gho
pttends to those birds ceme into my office saying, ‘I think two of Mr,
*g birds are back.” Searcely believing him, I wont ont into the yard,
and there certainly were two of the hens I had sent to Ledbury.

" Wow, I can tell to & mile the distance between Glasgow and Ledbury,
Herelordehire, by railway ; but I will lot our readers measure the distance
as the erow flies, and decide whether or not thie is o vory long flight.
Mark, first, thosa birds had never bieen trained ; second, they had never
been in the hands of zoyone till canght by me, when I palled the flight™ ’
feathers from one wing of each bird, These birds wonld leave their
cote at Ledbury abont 10 or 11 aum. on the 18th, and as T did nov -
Enow what day or week they wore to bo set at liberty, of conrse I did \
not cxpect them, and at all events I cortainly did not expect thay would :
atany time return to Glasgow on the wing, Forall I know they may -
have reached on the ovening of the 18th or during the day of the 19th.

Two montha after this I gave a pair to a friend in Paigley—a pair of
L]
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young ones. They lhod only becn two days outside the loft, and never
" hnid loft it beyond o hundred yarda, They woro takon awsy squenkers,
i nnd confined with a netling in front for three weeks, When lot out thoy
. \ were at their birthplace in ten or twelve mingutes, It is only seven miles
.T.n Paizslay by rond. Those birds bad nover been flown.”!
*  That some pigeons, espeainlly thoso of cortain broads, both fromw stfong
natural and inberited love of home, will return from long distanees wif-
out any provious training, iz therefore an®stablished foot.s Bot at the
same timo little dependenca eonld bo p]nqc:].qn even tho belt bred fying
pigeons without training. They must, therofore, bo Rown ficst from o
short diziance, and gradoally by gimereased stages till .'pﬂ'['EMt ot their
- work, doring which®process of training manysof them are of course lost.
It bas been recommended by writers on this subject thet birds in their
first year should not be flown above & hondred miles from home, and not
over two hundred miles in their second yesr, ns they are not fully
matnred till over two years of nge.

It 1= an established fact that pedigres in homing birds is of the first
conzequesce, £o that thoss entoring on this pursnit shonld by all means
wdeavour to procure stock from fliers of repnto. I tho best homers
conld be selected by appesrance thers wonld be no ndbd to go farthor. It
is well known that some of the best bave had litHle in their looks to
:-:c:lmmcurl them.

At some shows prizes are offered **for the likeliest pigecns for fiying
porposes.”  Showing these birds in this woy i3 o mere farce, and ia ouly
enconraged so long ns it proves profitable, Such classes will be diseon-
tinued when the ::ggrcgntu entry monoy falls below the prizes offored. A=
a fancy pigeon the homer has no valne, as a feader it may bo worth from
twelve to eightoeenpeneg, ns o flier it may be worth £20, T conld undoe-
staad an exhibition of winners of races, lmt not of tho bestJosking
l . %omeres ; for two pigeons may be very much alike, and while ong of them

haa nothing in its bresding or performance to recommend it, the other may

r be the fiftieth in descent from ancestors, each ono of which was eelobratad
28 & homer, and be itself equal to any of them. .

On ilie Continent the fiying faney is muoch followed, It is said that

F < Delgium hse 150 clubs or societies for the cnlivation of tha voyagenr

pigeon. Herr Priits, in his Dic arten der Howslaube, gives a list of 250

German societies for the eame purpose, In this country this fanoy is

b}
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.
incrensing and rising in public estimation, mony gentlomon and rospect-
able people being devoled to it, 'The use of the voyngonr for war
pucposes has boen recognisod on the Continont, and governmont studs of = 1
them have been established in France, Germany, and ether uuuhtrins,_ ‘ 1

Tho principal foreign Aying matches take place in July, and extend over
disthncos of from 200 to 500 miles. Twico have roces heem organiscd®

fram Romo to Balginm, & distance of some 900 miles, bot with so littla '
succoss, bothe ng to timo and® the percentnge of returns, that it is now '
recognized Mt this long £y can only bo attained at too great o eacrifice. i

The most absnrd stories regarding earrier pigeens re ofton gircalated
in the newspapers—such as the t.:,ur'r* of some sent to the Arctic regions
to their home in Ayrshire, $he fight of otbers across®ba Atlentic Dcenn, e
pnd the capture of others at sea with stamps on their wings showing |
them to have been employed during the siege of Paris, which happenod

soven or eight years before thoir capture, sineo which event their
flicht fesathers muet bave been renowed nnunually. It seoms impossiblo
to kill these fables, and they crop up of regular intevvals. One or
more earriers were eapiured at sen during the siege of Paris, and wera
shown nt exhibit®ons of pipeons ns objects of intoreat.  Sinco then
the story has boen®re-published repeatedly as o late ovent, and it will
probably continne to be published in time to coma as it comes under the
ohservation of those who do pot nnderstand the way in which piggnn!
are used ns messengera.

Where Drizes for homing pigeons are offered at shows, the following
remarks on judging them, by Mr. W. B. Tegetmeicr, who is probably the
highest anthority on the aubject, will bo fonnd of valnd, He says:

it Thy ¢lasses for homing Antwerpa, which are now common at many , |
shows, offer comsiderable difienlty to thoso who have to award the
prizes, unless, indeed, ms not very often happens, they nre practieally
acquainted with the breod. - 5

% YWhen the judge is not in this position the birds selocted are usually
of the short-faced Birmingham typoe; and T have scen at Bingley Hall and
elsowhore prizes given o a set of bad show birds, the best of which
would have been lost at twenty or thirty miles, even if they could have

been trained that distance. Tt shonld be borne in mind that the propertiss | 4

of & homing pigeon lie in the wing more than in tho lead, and a judgo =

who simply looks at a pen and decides the prizes upon ihe appenranca of 1
Ll -
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the birds, proves that he kuows polhing whatover about the aubject
on which he nnderfakes to decida,

HAL the exhibition of the bivdas that won in the lnte (1876) raco to
druszela from the Alesandrn Palace, sovord distinet typos wore rocog-
nisable,  Some of the birds were rather light nod fine in tho hoad, whilst
;f.hﬂ.'ri were heavy, thicker in head, and stouter in body. z'L]ﬂm'ugh tha
lighter birds are penerally reganded as !".j.'i!:;; will in fine wenthor and FIJI‘
short disfances, the stouter are wsunlly regarded as the r..l:n.uiu,.;r_'l_ typo.

00 the throe -:i:gr.lr:'uf:* which necompany this articls, the first (Fig. 1)

. fepresents, lifo gize, a head, which may be recarded as thet of o very

handsome Delgian voyagenr eock. [t may bo tnken ng that of tha bird
whigh Mong. Ch, Mills and Mr. €. L. Sotherland—hoth practical men—
gave e the fiest prize for ab the Alexundra pounltry show, 1875, i it
was oot deawn fram that bird, bnt from a cock I obtained of Aomns.
Ch. Mills. The bird hos all the propertics that I desire to sca in the hoad
of & fying pigeon. A full developed brain case, showiog a lnrge brain and
gach a stroctore of head as indicates etrength and endurance, and ha is

2 L
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without any tendenoy to the abaurd cangperation of any fancy point.
Of coursa no really practical judge would give w prize in a homing cless
ovon to snoh a bird unless ho wers in first rote condition, with his plamage
hand and firm, the Qight Teadhers broad and overlapping, aud the bones of
the wing well clothed with powerful wuscles. To prove that this bird is
&5 E,r:n:ld" as ho looks, I may give his history. He was hatehed early in
1874 from & bird of Mons, Ch, Mills, that was one of the first winners in
the great sufinnl national ru‘ur.‘u'.'-h. from Marscilles, in the south of France,

to Belginm—a 500 miles raee.  The snme year, as o young bird, he few
. -

S ——

-
from St. Quentin and Creil (about 200 miles), and in 1875 ho again flow .

from St. Quentin, taking first prize; also from Paris, Orleans, and wasa
winngr in tho race from London—200 miles.

“ At my request Mons. Ch. Mills eent him over to show at the
Alezandra pooltry show, 10th Oet,, 1875, and I inducad him—very
reluctantly, I am afraid—to part with him. The bird wos neecasarily
useless to me to fy, for, on liberation, he wonld doubtlasa have returned
to Brussels, as I have had birds do after two yoors® .mnﬂnarmmh in
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England, but I kept him to breed from, and his parly progeny mre very
good indeed,

*80 good ia the bind in appearanco that T have repeatedly refused the
offor of £5 for him merely as o stock bird, »

* Fig. 2 represents a homing Antwerp bolonging to me to wl:n'oh thae
judges gave the silver eup ab the Crystal Palace poultry show in 1873.
The bird was certainly a handsome ona, 1.1:1.. not, in my npmmu, oqual to
the former, even in looks : ho was purely Itg]gﬂu bred, -1.:||.rhw|;|,a a good
homer, having flown about 100 miles in previous wyears. In 1870 I
entered hiod in a private race from Brussels, bit—the truth mnst be told
—1 have never seen him sinea ho was®let off in th' pleasamt oity on the
morning of the 20th July, and was lost, a[‘]nnugh his companion in the
race, not half as good looking, is walking about befors My oyes.

“I bavo now shown what is regnrded aa the most estoamed typo of
Belgian birds—viz., as rogarda cocks, for
the hens are generally less stont in the
head and beak ; and I may etata that the
ketches are excented with the most ex-
reme accnracy, not only as regnrds the
orm, but alao ag to the expression of the
birds. Mr. T. W. Wood, one of the most

devoted very great care to their delinea- T

tion, and I may state that the drawings

are not altered to goit my views of what o good homer should be, but
ehow the birds exnctly ns they nre,

1 now wish to khow what is not an uncommon view of a homing bird
amongst eome amatenes.® The outline sketch (Fig. 3) is traced with the
closest accuracy from one of the drawings of Mr. Ludlow, of Birminghim,
published in the * Noew York Pet, Stock, nnd Poultry Bolletin," The
drawing represented, with all Me, Ludlow's skill, an indiferont Birming-
ham show Antwerp, with pert npright carriage, short stabby benl, lyra
oyes, small head and brain, and is no more like o Belginn voyagens than
I to Hercules. Soch o bird conld not fiy fifty miles, nnd would not iy fiva.

* 1 have visited over and over agnin the lofis of the Belgian amatoura ;
I have owned and still own hundreds of thess birds; I have hnd thouranids
pass throogh my !J.n.nd.a.; bat in all Belgiom T never saw a bisd spproach-
L2
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ing the form that is appacestly regarded by e, Lodiow pid the Bir- u

mingham fanciers as that of o Belgian voyagenr,
“Tho exhibition of the right sort of binds is very much promoted by /

theie liberation after being®judzed in the pons, the prizes being withheld

if.l]m birds are not returned at o given time, 16 is teve some of the birds

may live close to tho ghow, and have their fying powers very Ellghﬁ}' - .

tosted, but e ally good flyers ara cortain to bo sent for the seloetion of the

judge, and g‘h' shortfaced ghow birds will be kept at bome. f
i Thg liberation elauso shiould always bo qualified with tho stipnlation

¢ weather permitting,” for®it wonld ko o serions motier if, duridly the worst

flying montha i the year, a fight o? really good birds should ba libernted

in a fog orin hazy weafhor when they conld :l.ui.-.-i.u-.'! their way lhomae. ‘

For, in spite of all the nonsense writton nbout flying by instinet, all

practical men know that a bird flies by sightt T have lost some of the

best birds [ ever possessed from trying to fy them across Loudon on

a fogpy day."”

CHAPTER LVL

THE SHORT-FACED ANTWERP FPIGEON.

Tuis pigeon hns beesn prodnced principally fron l;hi: smorle of Licge,
one of the varieties from which the Belgian voyagenr descends, as
mentioned in my last chapter. According to Folton, who onght t3
know, some breeders have muode nso of thesbarb in breeding it. Ita
chief properties lie in its head, which must bo enpreious, and present in
profils an unbroken cnrve from the nape to the point of the beak, 'th! .
beak itzell ought to be thick and short, the nnder mandible approaching
the upper in consistency ns much as possible, and fitting elose to it, or,
as fanciers say, bozed. Any gullot i= objectionable, and detrnols from
the appearance and valoe of this variety in the opinion of its admirers,
Viewed in front, the hoad ocught also to be round from cye to eye. The A
irides ghould be erange or blood red in colour, light or pearl eyed being

fanlty. The eyes must be prominent or bolting, sud be surrounded with
L
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L Vd A fair bat not excessive amount of wattle, Like other pigeons of this
LY type of head, the benk wattle thickens with age; it should be of

\1: eonsiderabla substance, Iying well eproad on ench side, and by the time

the bird arrives at matority—eome throo or Jour years—it shounld have
filled up all inegualitios in the ourve of the liewd, nod if it stands ont o
little bayond the eurve it is nobt considered any fault in o gooll |::-'|:'J.
Mere shortness of face, therefore, is no desiderntum in this bird, bdt
rather the roverse, for room is required TUE tho forehend® bohind tho
bonk '\:r!'rtttl.' ta fill ont, and this i3 the point which gives a finich to n
pood bird mnd makes it masaive in gkull. Fer this reason, the name
shorl.faced Antweorp has boen objecte®to ns inappropringp; but as that
of echibilisn .'1l!li1‘-'l.""l'| which has been subsituted, applies equally to
othee varieties of the breed, the long-faced and medium-faced, both of
them regularly exhibited, I prefor to keep the ficst title, both becanse
the bird has been kmown for long as the short-faeed Antwerp, sod

becausze it retnally iz so compared with the others.
The short-faced Antwerp shonld be o lnrge pigeon, bold in appearanecs,
upatanding, and fight feathered. Tho choicost colour is the mealy,
Imoat olways now called silver-dun, which is n good-sounding name,
bt there iz certainly no silver in this colonr, neithef is there any don,
The mealy colour may be said to have been brod to perfection in this
‘pigeay. The cocks sre sometimes finely powdersd on the head and
spper neck, whils the lower neck, breast, and wing bors are of e rich
brown or red; but it i3 diffienlt to get the snme colour in the hens,
which are _n'.enmrnllg dark headed. Next comes the red-chequer, both
dark and light; the blue-chequer, also of wvarions shades, and the
%lack-barred blue, the original eclonr of wild pigeons, These aro tho
chief colours, valoned, I selicve, in the order named, Then come silvers,
preferead with bars of as dark a dun ns possible ; dan-chequors, ealled
o sitver-chequers ; yellow.mealios, ealled eronmics; and, lnstly, blacks,
“which are sooty or blue-black, showing bara of a deeper black,
e My opinion of the short-faced Awiwerp is in necordance with thot
" of a great many men who are the mainstays of tha pigeon Eauajr, I
exnnot admit that it has one original point in its composition entitling
it to be called an original variety, and all the disgrams and illustentions
published of it only confirm this opinion. The chief diference betweon it
and the owl is snid to ba that the latter is esgentinlly m short-faced
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pigoon, which the Antwerp ought not to be. No doobt all the owl ~
tribo pre known as shori-faced [rilled pigeons; but they would gnite

as corrootly bo called bBlunt-faced, for mere shortaess of face is not /

any desideratnm in thom, gs it takes away room for the filling up of
the forehead behind the beak wattlo, This, when well developed, gives
them, #ove all elsa, & look of quality, just ns it doos the Antwerp.

*The short-faced Antwerp mnay be diffieult to breed good, secording
to the standard laid dcwu_ for it; but, when brod as good as can be, ‘
it i4 no ]:u.u"‘ru than a pigeon with gome owl peints in its head, and,
for the most part, clothel in the, mere off colours of fandy pigeons.
I think the egcoursgement it gfts teods {o foster low art in. pigeon \
breeding, wastes time and*ironble that might be mich better employed,
and that there iz no result, from an artistic point of view, in its pro-
duoction. Maay fanciers, whoese judgment of pigeons is acknowledged to
be sound, agreo with me in this opinion.

TP

CHAPTER LVIL

THE TUMBLER PIGEON.

Tue above heading canses the nlmeat forgotten pasfto bo remembored.

Vizions of bygone celebrities, that were known by snch names as the,
red mottle; the blue hem, the red brosster, Hay's white cock, and such

like, crowd up from the days of the springtime of life. I recall tho

feat of my little blue tumbler which, when heading againet n stromy

wind, and neither making nor losing any hoadway, turned clean over
forty times within the minute, in the same nérial spnoe.  The pennics
thateought to have been spent on bisenits to appense the mid-day appetite,
were hoarded up till such a sum was acenmulated na wonld couse some
well-known performer to change ownership ; and then there was joy in
fotching it home, and the basket was opened many times on the way for
“ another look.” I fanoy there are mors tumbler pigeons kept in this
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of geaning pleasure dorived by their owners from {hom exceeds that {rom

\ all othor kinds. Many & [nncier has bogmn with tumblera, and bot fow
pefnso to provide & place for their fivst favgurites, into whatever other
channels their faney may roam.

< conntry than of all other kinds put together, and that the nceumulstion
i

* Tha tumbler derives its name from its inherlted propensity of *tarfting
over backwards in its flight. What cnuses the tumbler to tarn in tifis
way is not known, though many theorios havh Llwu |~m:|~l:-1m-;1E\1 to account
for it. Somo well bred birds nover attain tu it, while othets carry it to
such an &zess that they cannot rige from the ground n couple of foat.
These then become known a3 growsd tumblers, They often rosnmo

Aying and tnmbling in the air, and again Wecome gromnders. Hounse
tumblers are auch as ean rise from the ground, bt which often tumble in
their flight acrosz o room. They do not, however, always perform when
required to do so. Air tnmblers sometimes become so proficient and
systemntic in their performances, that they changs hands for ton shillings
each and npwarda among poor mon. BSuch hirds will sometimes go off
tumbling and fall in value to the normal pries of m shilling, and after
remaining very ordinary ones for o year or two, suddinly become good
oned again, and rise in value in proportion. Many%h pood tumbler has
pever gpiven o torn till two or three years old, and some can noever get
* morq than half over in their sttempts to turn. I certainly think, that in
tht case of ordinary tumblera, tumbling ia o real pleasure to t.hﬂm.,, and
that they do it voluntarily; bmt that the habit growa on some birds to

euch an extent, lELil.t- thoy either cannot riss from the ground, or if in mid

air they loze command of themselves oceasionally, and, striking apgainst
* some projection, so destroy themselves.

There are many stylos of tumbling, and the one most genorally admired

is that in which the bird turns over once at o time and often, but withont

. : fuaiug way in its flight. At the same time, those that rize and fall in the

air by alternate soaring and rolling, each roll being composed of several

P backward turns, ars aleo liked by many people. Some birds make tho

most extraordinary motions in the air, torning at right angles in®their

. flight, and throw themselves about so eapidly thot the eye can searcely

follow their turns, High-fying tumblars penerally tomble only when

azcending or deseonding ; but they sometimes go o high, in fuet, quite

out of =zight, that it is impossible to follow them in their movements, 1
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huwo watehod them on a elear day 4ill thoy scemed no bigrer than mites,

amd then lost them altogether, Tumblers when allowad nnlimited froodom ).

bocome lary and unwilling to fly, nud they seldom fly in coucert. Boma /

remaining on the housotops sro seen by those in the air, and this tendss

ta h.l'iﬂlr them down sooner than they might otherwise come. X
Greateare and much trouble is necessiry in gelling up o rood fight

of"tumblers : Lirds that will not vise wust bo weeded out, and to insore I

sueeess they ust boe fown l.‘.-lﬂj' ot slatod times. ‘Thoe morning is tho best p

time, beforo they are fed ; aud after they roturn Lo their loft, they shonld

bo confined till Inte in theseftornoon,or till next morning, aofording to

tho wishes of their owner. To 0* sumblers systomatically is indecd a ‘

separate branch of the piglon fancy, which is only |-:g'|_'-!tc|,'| in by snch as

lay themsolves ont for it. I have known fanoiors, ineluding myself, buy

the best soa

ng birds that monoey could buy, and I have seen them gradu-
ally deteriornte, for want of the necessary attention being bestowed on
them, As fo the time a flicht of good tumblera will fly, from two to fonr
bours iz not uncommon, sud I have seen it mentioned that no less then
eleven hours have been done in a mateh. I am not nequainted, however,
with tho roles forconducting such matches, whether the birds mnst keep
flying voluntarily, or whether their owner is allowed to prevont thoem
sottling if he can. Tumbloras require zpecinl feaining for flying timo
matches. Parched peas nre considered the best feeding for themg, na
they l:r_kua long to digest, and assist in keeping up their strength duribg

the time they keop on the wing., Without such special food they would
become faint in a fow hours. -

The tombler is spread in grost variety thronghont Eanrope and Asia,
It hns long been known in thia conntry, and is deseribed by Willnghby
{16758). He eays: ** Thesze are small and of divers colours, They have
siranpe motions, turning themselves backwards over their heads, and
ghow like footballa in the air,”” The ordinary tumbler of this conntry is -

a amall pigeon, thin in the neck, full in the breast, of medinm length in

flirhts and tail, short legged, and free of leg and foot feathor, The hend .
is rofnd axd froe from gharp angles, and the Torehead of middle height, g

The beak should bo short and thin, or what is known ns a spindle beale.

The beak nnd ove watile shonld bo as small and unprenounced as possi-
ble. The eye should be white or peat] colonred in the iris, bot is nsoolly
of a red pear], not nenrly so white na in the Continental cumulet, Thera



The T

153 ¢
pre, howover, many yellow, rod, and haxel eyed bivds, na goodl perforters
a3 over flow: bot I am deseribing the tumbler as it ought to be when
shown, snd as itis in many loftsa where Kept only to be flown, for good-
o Jooking birds, that aro good performers as well, may be got by gelection
[mu_ the immense numbers kept in overy large town., 1 have seen good
*‘.c.m legged tmmblors with sholl crésts, and nlso pe wlk-headedrones, 1

onep bred several peaked yollow whole feathers from n pair of smodth-

headed ones. I eould only aceonnt fop thls \"Hnlmu ns n '!|'11||1' 1] sport.

The tumbler may Lo gob in all the ]lrll.ll‘l.L-.l.] colonra, lel. i3 whola
bing, sl%er, Llack, red, yollow, gm, and white; and in sueh infinite
variety of mottle I,, grizzles, and sgfinshes, that it h‘ml,:l:l bo no difienlt
matter to pnt |:||r 2 hundred matched pai®s, any one of which might
casily be distingnished from tho rest. Birds are matehed together for
thiie excellence in tumbling, no matter what colour they ere, and they
thorefore produce n great variety of euwriously golonred and morkod off-
spring. 1t is generally from tumblers so mntehed up for their powers of
tumbling, that tho howse and gronnd tomblors ave prodoced, and,
nceordingly, many of them bave little in their appearance, from a fancy
point of view, to recommend them in the way of "feather., Snch are
ont of place in the show pen, howoever, for ‘.1."|:.i-;"||' the eolonra mnst be
pure and good to enable thom to compeote suceessinlly.

Show tomblers are sub-divided—at Kilmarnock, for instance, where they
Have long been favourites, and where they have an extonsive clgssifieation
—into gelf colonrs, mottles, baldheads, and beards. I am of opinion that

!
p

foreign elements ||.|u'|:| been in somo enses inbrodueed into the breeding of
the eelf colonrs and mottles to give colonr, and that few of the pretiy
birds to be seen at shows wonld be of much acconnt in s fight ; butthere
is this to be said of eMwing tumblers, that indepondently of performance
in the air, they are worth show recognition from a faney point of view,
~ = -'Il'l'lllhl‘ the Antwerp earrier or vovageur pigeon of Bolginm is not. The
ghow tumbler ehonld have, in the firat place, all the character in shape

P of bead, beak, and body of the best type of the real performing tumbler,
i and on no pecount have abont the head, even a snspicion of any croas
with the short-fueed tumbler. " Many propla erroneounsly think, or used
to think, that the balf or quarter bred short-fmce, being nenter in
head, ia better for the show poen; bot this abanrd idea is on the wana,
if not altogether eradicated. Thore is o medinm betwoen shortness and
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too great length of faco, and betweon too thick and too thin a beak for
tha show tombler. I have known a quarter-bred bach win all throngh a
gegon as o commen black tnmbler, The barb cross gave eolour, pearl
eyes, and a white beak ; but ghe Intter was too thiok, nnd thore wos too
much beak and oye wattle to decoive me. The reddish tinge on beak
and bye swattle was no conclusive proof of the cross, because this
acedmpanies fine colour in black, red, nnd yellow, and I have had the
very best porfermers so wlmm'h in the oyo wattles, The black, rod, and
yollow onght & Lo as SIJ'l'lI:l.ll and accompanied with as much metallia
lustre, a8 possible. Glossy <blaoks may be seem, but I have ndvor scen
reds and yellows within many shad@swf the colour to be seen in many
foreigm pigeons. These colsurs nob being in the bfesd, therefore, in
-IhtiL‘ best possible tints, any erosses with othor waristics which do
pozsess them, must ingvitably result in the loss of the tumbling pro-
pensity, howover much all the appearance of tho pure tambler may ba
retained ; but as the tumbling propensity ia of no momont, nnd eannot
be tested in the show pen, shape and fenther nre all that are looked for
in the tumbler as a show pigeon.

As gomo races of Yumblers of tha best quality, na regarda porformances
in the air, and whic® havo been kopt to fenther to a cortain extent, T
may meniion the red motiles, not marked so cxnctly ns the show
mottles (to be afterwards mentioned), but being motiled over the whols
wing coverts, and often with whito feathers in the neck, tail, and fizhtss
black end ;l}l!r&'h' mottles of the samo character; blacks with white flight
feathers, white beaks, and reddizh eyo wattle ; whites ticked on the neck
with red ; and, lasily, almond feathered ones, I have known, fanciens
confine themselves to gomo of these breeds, nnd by carcfal selection of
gsuch o3 were good flyers and performers, establish flights which wonld
bread very troe to leather.

I may hers mention a well-known variety of the flying tnmbler, known ®
as the Macelesfield tippler, which must only make single turns in its
Hight. Somo of theze birds are very fine flyers, and so rapid in their
tumblidg that the oye can scarcely follow thom. I believe tho tippler
i# of various colours, but there is one especinl marking which I havd
seen many of, that is, white, with dark head, fights, and tail, The
markivg is penerally kity-block, the flight feathers showing sometimes
black, brown, and white. The marking of the head is mot cut off

]
1
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sharply, like that of the nun, but gradually disappears in mottling, and
thore are more or less grizzled foathers on the neck, breast, and body.
This variety broads trus to these chnrncteristics, but with some varintion
. in darkness of points. “
In addition to such tumblers az I have deseribed, Moore montions the
*Bﬁ‘ll.'!!l tumbler as ' mueh of tho same make, but lnrger, often l'rh;'u]:-.‘-r-
leg'd, and more jowlier-honded with a thin Flesh or Skin round the Eye,
not unlike & very sheer Dragoon ; some T‘c,}pla don't est®em them npon
this Acconnt, tho' I have known very gum!‘mm.s of the j:ﬁr._»;'. breed, not
any VWa¥s inferior to what they cgll the English, Others have romarkt
that they are apt to tumble too mifch, and to loso Gropiud, that is, sink
beneath tho rost 8 the Flight, which is a fery great Faulg, but I have
observ'd the sams by the English, and am apt to beliove that most of the
extraordinary Feathers have beon produc'd by mixing with the Dufch
breed; for it is gonermlly observ'd that the Englisk Tumblers are chieily
black, blue, or white,”” This is n good description of what are now
known as Birmiogham rollers, meny of which are much larger and
conrsar pigeons than the neat, frim, cloan-leggped tumblors,

Bollers are of many colonrs, such as whole fosther®; mottles; saddlos,
marked exactly the same ns the magpin; whifh sides marked tho
raverso of the turbit when throngh the moult, but self-coloured na
negtlings; badges, which are nll eoloured oxcept with some white
Bprinkling about the head, white flights, and white log-Teathering from
the bocks down ; grizzles, of varioua shodes, and oddities of all kinda
of nnaven mﬂﬂl.i-llj.',’-i. tollers may bo smooth or feather-logged. DMany
are heavily-hocled, with feathers on the feet Sin. to 4in. leng. They
are much fancied in Birmingham and the midland counties, where
great numbers of thom are kept, and when bred for good shape, colour,
and markings, they realiso considernble pricea for show purposes. I

® have seen tumblers imported from the Continent with much of the

character of theso pigeons.

Tre Morreen TUMBLER, -

Mottled flying tumblers for the show pen are either black, red, or
yellow, though I have oceasionally seen dunz, The mottling of these birds
ahould either be o rose pinion on the shonlders, composed of single white
feathers, no two of which should be in contact or run together, or the
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same marking accompanicd by what is known as s handkerchiof back,
which is a V-shaped figure on the buek between the shoulders, also com-
posed, when right, of single separated white Teathers : whilo the mottling
of the rose pinion is on the ging coverte, tho handkerchiel back is on
the seapular feathers. Some admirs the roso wing slone, others the

compfund marking, The chiof defect fn mottles is an cxoesa of white ™

feathers, and when these are not abe olutely in patehea, weeding can
transform a bied nearly rig ||I'. %uto perfection. Removiog o fow super.

flnous white felthers is not so difhcnlt as supplying some to s wing rather
undermarked ; but thers areemen wha will stick at nothing to wi some-
how, and I have 1-'.'I:|'.‘l'-'l.'I:| of a splf-colomngd hird transformed into n perfoot
mottle, the whita feathors bedng pasted in. A bied so™reated suceocded

in winuing first prize in o class of mottles at o Jate Seotch show, There

“ean bo no doubt that no pigeon has its toilet modo to o preater oxtent
than the show mottle, and that if sbsolnte perfection has been seen, it
has been but raraly.

In breeding mottles, the best plan is to lsarn first how the pigeons
to be mated have been bred, for as many generations back as can bo
found ount. If they%hould have descended throngh some generations of
nearly perfoctly marlfed birds, they onght to breed many suek thom-
g0lves ; but, ns the general plan is to mate o gelf-eclonred bird, bred in
most cages from o mottle and a eelf-colour, to o mottle bred in {he
EAME WY, .-;l.'[i--:'trlnur.-:. and mottles are preduced from such mating.  Self*
rolonrs, therefore, are part of the mottle broeder's stock, and roprosont
more than they appear to do. To puta self-coloured to B gy bird is not
the plan that expericnee has tanght as most likely to prodoee the right
marking, for the produce is éver inclined to run too gny. And yet, if the
sell-golonr and mottle matching results in an ondoe proporbion of nnder

marked birds; one rather overmarked must ba thrown in ocensionally. To

& ' - - 3 L
aftain smecess in mottle breeding, a fancier eannot know foo much of tho . _

pedigroe of his atoek hirde, and tho longoer ho has the strain the hotber
be ehonld e able to produee good ones,

The :-'m:ng mottle does pot lenve the nest as it appears after ita firat
moult, bat entirely self-colonred. If o bird hns oven a fow grizeled
feathers about it as a nestling, it often becomes toe white after monlt-
ing. Itis doring ita first antomnal monlt, therefore, that its benntios
becomo appareot, and that is the thme when eager eyos are on the watch
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for a coming wonder, Many flying tumblors which are self-coloured as
nestlings becomo movo than half white doring their fiest monlt The
mottled flying tumbler is not nearly #o difficult to breed good as the

. stort-faced mottle ; but yot it ia difficulty enough to breed, and if the
majority of birda scen at shows wore penned unweeded thoy would be
.:I'ulu::'l_ vory mizsmarked. Foul fecthers in the neck and breast ;;m': VEEY
prevalent, but it is eszy to remove many such without the po asibilify of
detection, and, therefore, mony faneicrs who pdmire thd mottlo, prefer
rather to spend their time over pigeons |:|T.|1- go easily manufactnred for
the sho® pen. = .
¥
BALDHEAD AXD BEARD Toaniens”

When Moore, in his deseription of tho tumbler, ssid, * This Pigeon
affords o vory grest Variety of Colours in its Plumnge, na blacka, blues,
whites, reds, yellows, Dans, Silvecs, and, in short, a pleasant mixture of
all these Colours with the white,”" it is probable that he included bald-
hezds and beards as “ pleasant mixtures.’” To the author of the trontiss
(1765), howover, is due the first acconnt of those favourite varicties of the
tumbler, and his report of them, which is one of tio Sriginal pieces in his
book, is as follows : ** The bald-pated t11|:|:blursl...whi1:11 are of varions
colours in their body, as blacks, blues, &e,, with a clean white hond, &
pearl ovo, white fight wnd white tail, ere esteemed good flyers, and are
Yory pretiy, even when fiying in the air, for the coutrast of tho feather
appears at that distanee when the weather is clear and fine ; but the blue
ones are reputed to riso higher than any other colour. There aro also
gome called blue or black-bearded, that is, cither of those colours having
a long white spet from the under jaw and eheek, a littlo way down the
throat, and regularly®shaped, which has a protty effect as an ornament ;
and if they run clean in the flight nnd tail, as before mentioned In the

2 bald-pated ones, they are neconnted handsome.'

Baldheads are found in black, blue, silver, red, and yellow, and in off
colonrs, a4 chequers aud mealies, The correct marking is as follows:
Hoth mandibles shonld be white; and the whole bead above a line Yunning
about lin. nnder the ayes, should also be white. Tho line should be ont
straight and sharp. Thi®marking is ealled ** high cat,’” in opposition to
the white cxtending any further down the neck, which is called *low
ent:"" and if the line of demarcation is uneven, or if the white in any
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cnsa dips down in patehes, the bivd is said to be slobbersd. The bald-
kead must have ponl eyes, though many otherwise good ones are spoilt
by having one or both eyes bull, or durk hazel in eolonr. This, howaver,
in a flying baldhead is an iytolerable fault for the show pen, and the
oftener bull-eyed birds are brod from the greator the propertion of young
ones 2o affected will b produced.  Tho primary flighta should be whike,
and” as they almost invariably mnwmber ten in each wing, the correct
marking in thbaldhead is sp‘r-fpu. of na ton n side. White to the turn
of the flight wounld be the mors correct standard, as o bird with only
nine primaries & sido wonld Be fonl flighted if it had ton whiteeathers
& gide, for the tenth white feather wiibd in that caso bo o secondary, all
of which must be colonred. Next, if the bird be lifted up by its wings,
it should be all white below them, ineluding the rump and tail, with its
upper and under coverts. If it has any coloured feathers on thighs or
vent, it is foul thighed or vented, both very great faults. If the colour
of the brenst does not finish off in n stenight sharp line, abonut pn inch
before the thighs—evenly belted, as it is called—it is fanlty. In shapo
of head, beak, and body, and in size and carrispe, the baldbead s similar
to the small I:Il:'nu-l';:gnd fiying tumbler. I bave never seen any with
feathered lega, and I am not aware if sneh exist.

Thoe baldhead is a good flyer, aud a favourite pigeon with mony on
secount of its beanty, both when econ cloge or in tho nir. It iz some-
times & good tumbler, but not so gencrally as the common tumblers firsl
described, for, baving in many cases bLeen bred for feather or for high
fiying alone, the tumbling propensity has not been 8o carefully cultivated ;
at the same time, I have had and seen many really first olass tumbling
baldheads.

I have mever seen any almond feathered commor®baldbends, but they
might be produced in time by erossing with the common almond tumblee, .
I have scen yellows with a fow black ficks through the hackle, but T
think fanciers are agreed that the almond feather is nob enitable in any
pigeon :I':i‘l.l.l. white markinga, such ns the baldhead or pounter, and that,
however well it might look in its early bLeanty, it would not compare
with black, red, and yellow in their best tints, when it began t6 darken
with age,

The beard tumbler, like the preceding, is found in black, blue, silver,
rod, and yellow. The ordinary variety of flying tumbling beard is similar

-
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in &izo, &o., to the common baldhead and other tumblers. It is always
alean leggoed, ns far as [ have noticed,  Its correct marking ia the follow-
ing: The upper mandible should bo colouwred, though reds and yollows
Juay have it white, and tho lower in all oqpes, white. The benrd, from
which the bird has its name, is & dash of white extending from eye to oye
feross the throat. Commencing below the oye ns o point, it wideds to
abaont half an inch below the beak, and it should be oxactly aliko on eftch
cheak, This is the marking as deseribod in®the troptise befove mentioned,
bt another stylo of beard, known ns the LrEp'pl.‘t‘-F:Lcu:l or Lm‘ppurl:-;l beard,
has this dush of white, sprinkled wijh coloured fonthers. 1 think this is
an undesirable marking, though items liked by mony ip doys gone by.
Thero are also hear®s with o colonred line down the throat; dividing the
white into two parts. In addition to the white beard, the flights should
be whita to the turn, and the tail with its coverts, upper end under,
should be white ; all else should be colowred. I nm swaro thot it is not
easy to et beards entiraly dark thighed, with ten white flights a gide ;
bat that i oo reason why the standard shonld be rednced. Such birds
bave been zoen, and are all the more valuable because searvce. It is con-
giderod that seven or eight a side is good enongh for a®dark-thighed bird,
but T have hnd a strain of tumblers with far leSk white ahoub them
than the beard—viz., blacks, all coloured excopt the primary fights,
whigh wera white, and they bred trne. And whon beards aro once got
{ull-flighted and dark-thighed they will breed true after n timg, thongh
it may be difienit to fix such morking without trouble. Stondnrds
of oxeellence in p.igqana gheuld be standards difioult of attainment, and
they should also be artistically besutiful and criginnl to entitle thom
to enpport.  Althongh the beard ought mot to bo entirely dark-thizhed,
thero ie always some white where the feathers finich off at the hecks, but
tha lass of this the better. The beard onght to have pearl oyos, and as
fhe whole head above the eyes is coloured, this is not a diffenlt point to
maintain.

In blne beards the hens are always smwoky in eolour, and I have never
scen any of a good bright blue. This fanlt appears to bao in the freed,
ag it 18 in some other breeds of blue-marked pigoons. It might possibly
be eradicated by crossing blue beard cocks with good coloursd whole
bleg hens; but such experiments {oke years to complete, and when the
resnlt i8 so remoto sud the reward uncertain, who will be at the trouble
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of it, neglecting what might troly be reckoned morve important work
in the fumey 7 Dlack, blue, and silver beards of the common fiying
tumbler type were, when I kept them in my boyhood, eapital fyers and
tnmblors, 5 5

Tha long-faced beard is o pizeon marked the same ns the common one,
tut”n mueh larger bird, aud measuring from 1{in. to 1iin. in face, |'.e:
frdm tho ecentre of theo ove to tho point of the beak, or even more, T am
not wware iit over tumbles? but I Leliove penerally nobt, It was moat
likely pmdl‘.gﬁi from the beard and dragoon, awl eprefully bred for
marking, length of face, and absengg of wattle. It was foroMdy much
nied pa & mateh flyer and meszer®ar, being enpable of deing over 100
miles. T think it must have been produced in London, for T never read
of it in any foreign pigeon book. I have only seen blacks and blues
of this variety, and the latter are often good in ¢olonr in both sexes,
which iz probably some slight proof of its dmgoon deseont,

A flight of balds and beards, nssorted in colour, is a pretéy sight. In
clear westher the white morkings tell well agninst the coloured body at o
considerablo beight in the air. To make them fly high and well together,
however, they require all the sttention necessary in raising a flight of
tumblers, and they fnst not bo allowed continnal liberty, otherwise they
will give little satisfaction as high Oyers.

For those who omploy foeders for all amall high-closs pigeons sthoy
anawer ggery requirement, being careful nurses and brosders tho vfar
through, except in the depth of winter; and when they are kept for thia
purpose along they are all the better for nnlimited froglom, as in conntry
pluces they gather much green food and other things serviceable in the
rearing of yoang birds, which thoy could not procure if kept confined.

Ll
Foreiey TuMBLERS.

The fumbler ia as great a favoarite abroad ss with vs, and it i
distribnted everywhere on the continent of Europe in great variely. In
my yoothfnl days, and probably siill, though I never now watch tho
arrivil of Daltic traders as T then did, vessels from Rnssia often brought
to Dundes what we used to call Rign tumblers. Thoy were self-colonred
blacke, rods, and yellows, of large size, with heavily feathered logs and
foet, the guills on the Iatter oftén din. in length, and with o large shell
creat. Iudeed, they were very similar in shope and size to the trumpeter

L
s
!
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as we then had if, and they onoly wanted the rose on the forehead to
comploto their trumpeter appearance. They were good in colonr and
good performors, I have not scon any of thom for soveral yoears, and I
sm unaware if they arve still to the foro in this conntry,

-Xeumuinior, on plate 7 of his book, figurea nine tumblers. Twgof
them, a red and yellow, ara Calotfentnuben, which T have already daseribed
as the helmet, Four others, black, red, yollow, and blos, ore
Elstertimmlertauben, described by me under JLha mapgpio. "'-"L'uuthur i= o
yellow wholefeather, and the remaining two are a pair of beards, & red
- and a black, These boeards are markgd differenitly from ours, having only

the white beard and white flights, fifo tail and all elso%eing colonred.

His deszeription of them is ns follows :=** Der Sarldgweiszpieszige
g Timmler (the coloared, white-spotted tumbler). This variety has undar
the bill mostly a white beard of the size of o pea®™ (not 8o in the
illustration, however, but o beard from eye to ove) ; *“'the six or cight
pinions aro white, snd if the tail is coloored, there must bo no white
feathers below the romp. However, if the tail is white, this pigeon goes
by the pame of white tail; il hend and tail nre white, it is called
whitehend tumbler."" I bave seen yellow whole fn;t!mmd, stocking-
legged German fumblors, in no way difforent in size and appearnnee from
British opes, but with what Neomeister calls a awan’a neck.  Aftor the
.cm:k wilayed up to his hen there was & tremulons quivoring motion in
thetr necks, similnr to that in the fantail and mookes, but differont in
degree, not being so heaving and prolonged, but quicker and sooner over.
Thess were shown gne by Mr. O. Neef, of Foreat Hill, who also had somo

beautiful silver magpie tamblers, with stocking legs. On their coloured
[}
'hrmats, bowever, they bnd o small erescent-shaped mark of white.

S Thesa tumblers, both *vellows and silver magpies, had nothing to
I; djetinguish them in head and beak from ordinnry Reitish flying tumblers,
— = but Mr. Neef had also the wonderfol and highly bred German tumblers,
' Enown as Ancicnts (Altstimmer), which bear tho same relation to ordinary
b tumblers as onr short-faces do, though they are very differant from ghom
in head and beak ; but they requirs a separate description, being, like our
h i short-faces, a race far romoved from erdinary tumblers,
e Nenmeistor likewise mentions the following: “*As excellent flying
pigeons are especially to be mentioned the Berlin, the Pragne dappled,
l : . the Magdeburg, the Dantzig highflyer, the Vieona riser, the white
- : M
|
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Stralsund, the Hallerstadt, the Vienna Gameel, the Duteh Flachter
{among which are the so-called chimney sweepers), the Hanoverian (solo-
flier), and the Bruoswick whito.pointed beard tumblers, which latter, i’
castrated, ocenr froqnentlyas flying pigeons, and have proved excollent 4

Miﬂ;uch. The cnstration wmst not take place too promaturaly."! -

T snf'pose castrating tumblera is quite unknown in this country., A hird
troated in this way will, of course, always be of service for the teaining of
the young 'u'.n]a_. having tw-mm:mﬂ duties to perform, and this is 5o
doubt the purpese in view. It was something pow to me to read the .
above; a5 1 had never kndWn of thig practico in all my experifnes before.

Bosides all theso, Herr Priitz, & his " Dio Arfen dor Haustaube,' \ b
deseribes still another tambler, as follows : ' As elbeedingly interesting . 9
we mention here the brander, ono of the few threo-coloured pigeons. The .

whole body is copper brown, only at the ends of the winge and the tail

the original black colonr appears. Where tho copper brown has romained
rather dark on the body, the black colonr likewise i more predominant on
the ends of the wings and fail, videlicel, both then appenr more black
than brown. The legs are smooth, the eyes pearl-colonred. The brander
iz principally bred jn Copenbagon, formerly in great nnmbers in Rostock,
and iz very much % ba recommended as & fiying pigeon.' ‘This is a literal
translation, but it is not clear to me, from it, how the brander is o threa-
colonred pigeon. Copper brown, with mors or less black on the fights
and tail, seems to indicats two distinet colours only. .
There is no great variety of the tumbler roce mentioned by Boitard and
Corbie. While the Britich and German names for t.heau birds are alike,
the French call the eommon tnmbler, FPigeon Cullutant Pantomime,
“ becanse that aleo by their fantastics] movements they imitate in some®
manner the grotesque gestures and leaps of certfin monntebanks.'” They [
afirm that **in 1817 the English bought in Franee pll that they conld
find for sale.’* Thoy deseribe o varisty colled the Culbutant Sm.'u_ﬂ.m:xi,,
which i3 similar to the common kind in form, but which has a plumage
** gtreaked, or mther danbed over, with white, groy, fawn, and black.”" —
Thi's seems to be o light almond or almond splash. .
A distinet variety of the tumbler has beon lately introduced into this i
country from Turkey by Mr. H. P. Caridin, of Birmingham, under tho I'|
nnme of the Turkish or oriental roller, Besides being eaid to posscss all g
the qualities of a firet-rate dier and performer, it iz of an original forma- i
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tion. They wers first described and illustrated by AMr. J, W, Ludlow, of
Birmingham, in the Fawciers' Gazelfe of 208h June, 15874, They are
fonger in head and beak than our tumblers, the head being flntter, and
wanting the high forehead, and the beak thisier and atronzer, The neek
ig, rather short, ns ars - the legs, The back is hollow, and Ei;u'iu.'il‘ i%
carricd rather elevated and over the flighiz. The tail is the most pr_u_‘-uli.:‘n-
festare in their formation, it being long and pomposed of frn:‘u fonrteen to
twenty-two fenthers, the average being abomt sizteon. Tleso fenthors

have no nr;-h::n.u.'ll or roesemblance to a fantail, but lie one over the other
.

in two divisions, showing a slight disizion or split betwoeen them. As is
common with other ‘i;:‘l.:'im iea having '.'|.'.|'.. pbnormal number & tail [eathers,
a donble feather growing from one quill iz often seen in this breed.
They nlzo want the oil gland above the tail,  They are of many colours,
such as black, white, dun, and almond splash, the blacks being well
lustred, nnd with white black-tipped beaks—ns is nsual with good-colonrad
blacks among Eritish tumblers. T have not had any of these rollara
mysalf, but Mr. Ludlow, from whose deseription I have gathered the
abore, asserts thot they are capital performars and flierg.




CHAPTER LVIIL

L ] "
THE SHORT-FACED TUMBLER PIGEON.

. Trs*ArLunoxn.

L ]

Soox after the death of John Aloore, author of the ™ Columbarium,"' &
variety of tumbler ealled the Almond became in great estimation in Lon-
don, and supplanted the pouter and earrier in the lofts of many broeders.
We are enabled to trace its history with some degres of accuraoy., Thore
iz no doubt that its cnltivation began before Moore wroto, as will be seen
from the following passago in his book, whero he says, in writing of
tumblers : ** Bug nmonget all, there is Mixture of three Coloura, vulgarl
call'd an Almond, perhaps from the quantity of Almond eolour’d Feather
that are found in the Hockle: Others call it an Ermine, I suppose from
the black Spots that are genorally in it ; bowover I am sensible the Name
is oot compatible o the Term so call'd in Heraldry, which is only fhite
apotted with black ; yot as the Gentlomen of the Faney have nssign’d this
Namo fo this woitley Colonr, I shan't guarrel with them about o Term :
if the three Colours run thro' ihe Feathera of the Flight and Tail, it is
reckon’d & very good Almond, or Ermine, and is much valoed, =

“NB.—An ermine Tembler never comoes {o the full Beanty of its
Feather, till it has fwice molted off, and when it grows wery old will -
decline, till it rune away ton down-right Mottle or other Colour.” =

The almend tumbler was therofore vory much valued, when the threg -— -«
eolours ran throngh the flights and tail, as early as 1735 ; and o atandard
Lol by that time been established for it in rogard to feather, Butit sooms
unlikely, if it wons then anything else than an almond feathored common
temblor, that Moore would have omitted to describe its peculinritics of
head, beak, and earriage. It sceme probable, therefore, that ot this date
it had not altered muck in size and shape from the common tnmblers,
among which he described it as o variety.
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Thirty years afterwards, the almond tumbler had made great progress in
London, for it ia doseribod by the anthor of the treatise of 1765 st longth,

and ns then distiyet in charneter feom the common tumblors. It was then
" avery emall Pigeon, with o short body, bs]l.s-rt lega, o full chest, & thin
nock, n vory short and spindle beak, and o round button head, pud the
ifs of the oya a bright pearl colour.” But the illusteation \-.-l.i._-].‘w.;m.
panied this deseription was dissppointing, as it roprosented a pigeon of*n
neh commoner typo comnpared to tho mmlL’rl: short-faoed [w’..uubjau, thn
m of the other illustrations were, compared to their modern reprosonta-
ivos, The anihor had, however, bw.?me cosmpared of the almond, and
considered that the title of the Ky of Pigeons, confared by former
faneiers on tho carrder, wonld with greater propristy be conferred on the
new favoorite. Some of the reasons he gives for this opinion are its
exceeding beaunty and diversity of plumoge, its incrensing value—twonty
gninens having been paid for five pairs, and those not of the best—and the
ease with which it could be bred, compared with the poutor and earrier,
Then, after dilating through four pages over the dificulties of pouter
breeding, he adds, *'The above, and many other inconvenionces too
edions to mention attending the ponter, snd no trohble at all (com-
paratively speaking) attending the other, casily nefbunts for the pro-
farence given to the almond tumbler,** which requires * no attondenee whils
*breeding, provided yon supply them with ment and water, and throw
them o little straw.’” Considering that he himself quotes a_salo of
pouters by anction, where the prices realised wers ns high as sixteen
guiness o pair, and that Moore had known eight guinens refused for a
gingle pounter, the ﬁril:ﬂ of the almond tumblers—iwo guinens ench—wns
s nothing great ; but then he says they were not the bost, and probably
some of the lot of five pairs wore worth much more than the averago
price of the lot.

*I'be faney for the almond tumbler was now eatablished, and the year
before (1764), a standard had beon published setting forth the parfections
and imperfections of the bird. This waa entitled ** Ordinances, cstab.
lished by the Colombarian Socioty,”’ and was headed by o picture nF an
almond, ** elegantly engraved on copperplate.” The almond went on
increasing in popularity after this, and the knowledge of its name, at
least, became widely known, so that people who would not have recognised
it though they had seen it, had heard of the celebrated almond tumbler,
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Tho Sporfing Magasing, soon after its commoncoment in 1702, hnd a
portrait of a choive specinen, and in 1802 a monograph on the breed was
published in London by ** An Old Fancier." Thoe anthor was e W, P.
Windns, a solicitor, o membeg and afterwards tho prosident of the Colume
barjan Socicty., An engraved cireular, dated 1813, headed by apk.tut‘l:l
uf an almend and sipned by him, ealling & meeting of the society, is in

mg.- poszession, Hia treatise was the first book ever published ona single

variety of thl domestic lliih':ﬂ. aml it goos theroughly into its subjes
Wo learn from it that thongh it had been necessary to limit the length
fnce, from the point of the beak togthe irls or inner circle of the oye, to
sovon-cighths of an inch, it waa Sfunl, when bho wrote, to see birds
soarcely six-cighths in face, 5o that a great i:l:prm‘ljlﬁwﬂ- hnd been made.
Tn 1851, Mr. Eston, en enthusinstie fancier of the almond tumbler,
published ancther monograph on the breed, so that this pigecn has been
twice hononred above all other fancy varieties. Mr. Eaton's bock ia nn
nnacknowledzed reprint of the 1302 one, with additions, describing the
almond as it was in his day, and this brings ns down to modern times.
Althongh it is expressly stated by the anthor of the treatise (1705),
that ** This b{‘ﬂll.'i"l‘{l.ll and very valuable species wers originally produced,
from the common 1|;|n1'-]ers_ boing properly matched so as to interfiix the
feather, viz., blacks, blnck-grisles, black-splash’d, yellows, whites, duns,
&e., nnd are always attainable if you are endowed with patience suficient :
for tho 4edions process, which requires o length of time,"" I hove to
submit, that ns regards the almond festher alone, it is not confined to
the tumbler. He himself mentions an almond barb andan almond narrow-
{ailed skaker, which was purchased by s certain nobleman, and I havo
eoen almond ronts and almond feathored pigeoms in India, besides o very
good commencement for this colour ina :,ruﬂnw'grmlllil, brokon to soms !
extent with black, in torbits and jacobins, The oriental roller is also fo
ba got of a light almond. The abort-fuced tumbler, however, independent -
of colour, 4 n different matter, and how it was produced is n question
worth some attention. Not to admit the possibility of ita origin from the
common tombler alone, wonld be o denial of all T have advanced when
writing of the origin of faney pigeons; but cortain faets having prosonted
themselves to me in my experience and observation of pigecns, 1 have
acquired the belief that the short-faced tambler is & composite breed, and
was derived from the common tumbler and some other varietics, When

-
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in Indip, the love of pigeons which has possessed me ainco I could erawl,
cansed mo to associate with pigeon fanciers there ; nml when [ saw o race
of birda (the Gooleos), having all the shape and enrriage of the short-faced
dumblers, of muoh the same size and of thygsnmo style of head, it etruck
me, that as the Mookee had been deseribed by Willaghby in 1676, thi'
l_n_ml. ¢ might slso have been in Englond ot that time, and have 'tu.][lt.n:l to
fonnd the breed of short-faces. 3
Abont two vears ago, boing in [.l._ln-'ﬁuu.'l et Ar, JII.-}'HI."‘ of Croydon,
one of the principal breeders of almond tnmblers, and a3 he invited me to
oo his stid of birds, I gladly availgd myselfof the opportunity, After
geeing his stock, I asked him if he"Welieved that the short-faced tumbler
had been bred frofi the common tnmbler and nothing else. He replied
that it was the result of crosses botween the tumbler and other variotics,
that the African owl had been used in producing it, and thet his friend,
the late Mr. Morey, wos the only man ho ever knew who could give ita
troe history. Eatom, in his 1853 book, at prngo 187, says, ** tho late Mr.
Harry Edweard Morey, chairmnn of the City Columbarian Society, and an
excellent old fancier, used to say, bowover low his stod of birds was re-
dneed, he had never been without pipeons for the lnst Yixty years.”* Tho
combifed evidence of Mr. Jayne snd Mr. Moroy, thirefore, poos baek to
the Iast contury, and it ia probable emongh that NMe, Morey bad spoken,
" in hig youth, to men who had been pipeon fanciers before the treatise of
175 was ever designed, and that was sbont the time the almong tumbler
became of consequence in the fancy. Since speaking with Mr. Jayne on
thia snbject, I foupd in the Field nowspaper of Oet. 19, 1872, o report of
an address he delivered to the mombors of the Notional Peristercmio
Society, when he wos president. His subject was ** The Almond Tnm-
bler,”” and I quote thd following sentences : *° Yon are awaro my ouly
liﬂhhj' baa been a short-faced pigeon, and of all the wariotiea none can
— cqr.al,‘in my idea, the almond tumbler; if for no other reason, I shounld
admire it as & purely English monufactured pigeon, How ofton and how
deeply have I lamented that I allowed to escape the knowledge ni this
beantiful bird possessed by my estecmed companion, the Inte Mr. Moroy.
Ha was the only person that I ever hoard give a deseription of the thirty.
two crosses by which this almond tambler was prodneed.”
Witheut havieg seen Mr, Jayne and conversed with him on the subject,
I should not have known what to understand by the thicty-two crosses ho

-
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refers to—whether they were moraly erorsos of difforent coloured tumblors
i produnce the almond feathor, or of other breeds of faney pigeons as
well, to produce the short-fueed tuwmblee, ‘Tho latter is what ho meant,
and as the knowledge Mr, Mprey possessed is lost, all [ oan say is thate
1|'|~.1‘c 15 good ovidenea for my boeliof, that the short-fnce hns snmﬂhm

more in'its composition than the common tombler

The pletures of the almond tumbler in the Treatiscs of 1765, 1802, and
1851 show 'Ll#- gradnal i!l.l'l.r-l;l:t:'mlll?h.t.-i made in ¢ighty-six years., 1 do no
put mmeh stross on the wings being earried over the teil in those of 1765
and 1502, as they might Wave beon §° representod on necount L1 trailing
wings being comidered founlty., Whidos says, rogarding earriage : ** The
bird should stand low, with a fine, prominent, and full} or, as the Fanciers
term it, a zquare chest, which is thrown up considorably by the bird'a
clovating hims=elf on tiptoe, and thereby depressing his tail, so thet the
point of it touches the flooring of the area, penu, or whatever place he
stands npon.” And yet a pictore of an almond cereying his €ail off the
gronnd and over Lia trailing wings bad appenred abont ten years before
ha wrote this, and his own cirenlar, dated 1813, in my poasession, 15
headed by the pifture on page 13 of his book, so that he evidently
altered his opinion ffom that expressed above.

As interesting to the fancier of short-faces, on acconnt of the light it
throws on the materinls used about cighty years ago for breeding ’
almonds, I hore give a copy of a little handbill in my posscssion, which
is probably nmiqne. I found it, with the cirealor signed by Windus,
in & copy of the 1802 treatize, which has the notograph of Thos. Garle,
jum., 7th Feb. 1809, The reward offered would imply that the pigeons
were valnable. Thongh the bill iz undated, the type shows it to have
been issned not Inter than 1510, The old letted &, like f, i nsed, while
the modern s is used in the treatize of 1502, but as old typo might hm;u
beon employed for such purposes nlter it had boon laid aside for 'IJE:GEE. I
give the date as above, though it might bave been much earlier.

- Filteon Guizeas
HEWARD,

WHEREAS the DOVE-HOUSE of Mw. PARR, of Betknal-Green, wns on FRIDAY

Night, the 15th inst., BROKE OPEX, and the following 1
TWELYVE TUMBLER PIGEOKS *
Eunle thoreln 1 =

A wery floe Feathored ALMOND COCK, small Slze, remarkable bright Pearl Eyea,

fice Beak, the end of apper Bill rather Brown, owing to tho Canker when yocog.
-
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A Rich ALMOND COOK, largo size, o lttle White on the Back of his Neck, no Tellow
in his Todl except o litele in the middie of one Feather, o Brown mark on one gide of Lia
Neek in front

A Rich ALMOND COQK, small short Body, gooid Sluape, Pear]l Eyos, and flne Beak.

A Denad-Chostad SPLASH COCK, stands I--'- bobd Hesd, Pear] Eves, fine Beak which
droops ab the Polnt, stocking Leg*d,

Anather BPLASH COCK, small roand l!i.'nd Peafl Epes, short straight Beok

A Boft Qeoumd HEN, roand Head, good Shi  few righ Dun Feathers abont hier Neck
Rnd Flights, stocking Leg'd, o litho broken Eyod, . L
A DUX HEX, flne Pear]l Eyea, straight Beak, rather thin Faca,

An ALMOND HEX, strong Ground, a few Kita l‘u::‘.l:u:’n in ber Left Flight, baght
ight Beak.

A remarkahio obear BL ACK SPLASH OOCK, e 1'l [yes, ronml Hn:rr.l"n litkls conrae in
cak & Wattle,

A large dark SPLASIH COCK. lofir round Head, brokon Eyes, short down Beak,

A ol m—ﬂmd ALMOND COOK kL |l|.il-£'| Eyis.

Al RED COCK, kis richt Wing only cwo thirds grown.

Whoover will discover the Ofender or Ofulors, shall on Rocovorf of the snid Pigeons,
receive FITVE GUIN S, and in Proportion for nny Part thereol; and on Coswietion; &
foriber Reward of TEXN GUINEAS to bo paid by Mr, PARR, No. 1, Holtsru-Iil,

Or i amy Person will give Mr. PARR o Hiot reapocting tho said Roblory, his Kome
shall be kept seeret, and lully eatisficd for such Taformation.

It will have been noticed that Mr. Jayne mentioned the African owl as
a progenitor of the short-facod tnmbler, The firat pair of these besutiful
pigeons koown to the present generntion were exhibited within the past
twenty-five years, but that they were known in this country in the last
century Iquite believe, nod Mr, Jayne hod, no donbt} very good reasons
for hi statement, 3r. Morey probably haviog mentifned snch birds a5 part
of the composition of the short-face.

Having, therefore, considered at some length the history of the short-
ffoed tnmbler, so [ar as I have been able to trace it, I now yoma to n
consideration of the bird as it exists. The almond feathored short-face
first demands my ptiention, both becanse it has nlways been considered tho
reprosentative of its race, nnd beeanso it best answers the standard of
perfection laid down. It has always becn o matter of specnlation, from
Moore downwards, wh¥ this pigeon got the name of almend tumbler, and
it hes geverally been supposed that it was go cplled from the almond
o Tut rzglourr_'d feathers which compose its ground tint. The not itself, ns

alao the shell, both inside and outside, in all stages from ripo to rotten,
have been fixed on by anthorities as ** the reason why,”' Teould uaver sce
why only one of the colonrs in this bird should give it its name, and think
that a whole fenthered yellow pigeon would be more appropriately called nn

{ almond. I incline to the belief that the name ia not derived from either

3 the nut or its shell, but that, as suggested by Brent, the word almond is
i # corruption of Allgmand, the French word signifying German, nnd that




170 Faney Proeons.

almond feathored pigeons of somo sort, brought from France under the
name of Aflemand pigeons, originated the name, Sneh eoloured Franch
tambler pigeons: are described by Doitard and Corbin in 1824, ag the

Pigeon enlbutant Speoyard, g [ have already mentioned, .
'1':I;Em_'.‘: the almond as the ropresentation of all the short-faced Lumb!ur.-u,.
it may bb deseribed ns o vory small pigoon, only larger than the African
owl,"and it is gonorally eaid to hove five propertics of fenther, carringe,
head, bealk, :m,-.‘t ey, - .
Feather—A standard almond iz ono having its twolve primary tail
fepthers, and its primary fights, whotier nine or ten o side, uanﬂmﬂnd of
the thres colonrs, black, red, and yelloW!, A bird of ninen gide, all standard
feathers, ia preferable, in my opinion, to one with fon o sida hnving
only nine in each wing standard feathors, becanse it is full flighted ; but
if the bird with ten o side bad only the shortest fight in each wing ount
in colour, it wonld be mnech mearer perfection than if any of its other
flichta wers wrong in colour. There are, however, 50 many other
propertics in the almond, that it is unlikely thet such closo epmpetition
will often arise butwhere it is o case of showing standard birds only, the
whole of the fight ffathers, whether nine or ten a side, must show the thres
eolonrs, The ground colour of the almond shoald bo of ns deap and rich
a yellow as can be gob; but it ia gonerelly cither monly nund spoliy in
colour, or of & reddish yellow, which can neither bo called rod nor yollow,
like uopolighed mahogany wood. As the most difficalb thing is to produda
the bright yellow ground, which, indeed, has beon seon buot seldom, it
is the point of most consequence ; in fnct, howover good jn head and beak
& bird may be, it is not a real almond if it has not the ground colour. Ti
the bird does not come out of the nest of n good groond colonr on back,
wings, and romp, it can never attain to it Inter in Iffo. The ground coalonr
being right, it muost be peneilled over with black, of as intenas o deopnoess,
as possible, not in any particnlar pattern, but to show well 05 & whale.  ~
This pencilling ooght to increazo with the antumnal mounlts till the bird is
from tpo to three years of age, when it comes to its beat, after which it
gots aonoally darker, till it becomes more black than yellow, and the tail
and flights lose their standard charnclor through ahsenee of white, Even 1
then tho bird is beantiful, thongh past its best from a stondard point of i-——
view. In the Treatise (1765) the suthor says, at psge 57, I have had
rome in my collsction that have had fow feathors in them but what have i

-
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eontainod the threo colours that eonstituto the almond or crmine, viz.,

-

. '\ blnck, white, and yvellow, variously and richly interspersed.'’ This haa
\ been often quoted ns to mean that the three coloura shonld ron through

i aall the feathers of the almond ; but no whige must appear elsewhore than

l". :||:| flizhts and tail at any period of the bird's existence. When the lr|"l.'\.'.il'llll.:l.

m‘msr {a only a yollow finged with white, it is called an almoitd Epl.:l-‘ah.
and to breed from such is to go bagkwards, and is like breeding from“had
colonred pigeons of any sort. The almond tumbler is one gt the viriatios
which show o soxnal differonce in colouring, the hons for the most part
being wenker in their ground colgar than fho eocks, though there are
exceptions, and wenting the black Bacilling evenly disiributed over the

- body. There is g.onum“j' lesz break in the feather, and the black is
seldom of so deep & tint. A really good hen tales longer to cowme to
perfoction than a cock, and consequently remains lenger in feather.
Thers is also no sach thing 03 a standard featbored hen in flights and
tail, or, st least, ench is of the grentest rarity.

Carriage.—The skapa and carriage of the almond is the next property
to be mentioned. The breast onght to ba broad and prominent, the neck
ghort and thin, the back hollow, the romp rather full} and the tail earcied
above the flights, which sghonld tonch the grﬁnmf, Lut not drag on it
The head should bo thrown back, and the bird shonld walk on tiptos on
ahott unfeathered loge. Nothing is moreattractive than excollont earvinge
in an almond, and it i3 a sign of good blood; for, however fne o bied
may bo in its other properties, it never ean look well without good carringe.
Shape nnd carrisgs have been called ono and the same thing ; but a hird
may have all the necessary conformation, and yet lack that epirit and
vivaciousness which enables it to carey itself properly. The almond shows
g best when salacions, and when driving his hen to nest.

. DBeak—Two distinet forms of beak are seen in short-faces, and that

~  which is most genernlly admired, and which T admire, is what is known as
the goldfinch beak, which is formed like that of the wall-known song bird,

The goldfinch beak, from its shape, is gencrally longer, and more tItuImmI

f to keep growing at the point than the other form of beak, which mora

- resemblea a grain of barley, dipping o little at the end. The goldfinch

form is, however, so distinet from the beak of any other variety of pigeon,

that, in my opinion, it is the most worthy of encouragement ; but which-
X ever style of beak the short-face may have, it must b straight ont from
-
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its head, with neither an upward nor downwaed inelination, nnd as short
anid sa fine as possible.  The beak wattle should be small and delicate in
appearange, any coarseness being considered a great funlt, The portrait
of an almond by 'ﬁ'ulstnn'lmtmui in Eaton's books, shows the perfoct benk.

Head,—The head onght to bo very lofty, broad, and overhanging the
bealk I it%an be got. Though the gkall itself may not do so, tho feathera =
crovting ont from the forehend sometimea give it that appearance ina
fine bird, which then has n delp stop or indentation at tho root of the
beak. Tho head itsell uught-‘lﬂ bo vound from all points of view, and
w]}eu the cheok feathers are puffad onky or muffed, as it is callad® it adds
wonderfully to thy nuity appearance eb the short-face.

Eye.~Tho iris ought to bo white er pearl coloured amd surrennded by
a fine and narrow eye wattle, of which the less thero is the better. A full
and prominent eye adds greatly to the sppenrance, The fanlts of eyeare
a reddish pearl, o dusky or clouded iris, sud o broken eye, which leoks
very bad and epoils the appearance of any bird.

As the almond feather is o composite one, made up of voarious colonrs, it
ia preserved by the judicions crossing of its varions sub.varieties, such as
kites, duns, agates,*and wholefeathers, Kites are of varions shades,
from soch ns are alfost black, with only the primaries bronzed with
wellow, to ench as hava the yellow cast on their feathers more or less all
over them, especially on the breast. Dnns also show the yellow on their
week and breast feathers wheu rich in colonr, and ave then called polden
duns, Duns are almest invariably heos, and when bred from two well
grounded almonds, are useful for matching with a rich almond.  Agates
are ench as are red or yellow, splashed or mottled with white. They are
of various markings, some showing n proeponderance of colour, and othera
of white. Wholefeathers are either red or yellow, and when sonnd in
colour throngh flizhts snd tail (which is sometimes seen in reds and very
rarely in yollows), they are both valnable for almond breeding and for”
themselves, s they are the chojcest of the sub-yarieties of the slulond.
Black splashes, or what might be callad black agates, appear to have
been fzrmcrly peed in almond breeding ; but this colonr secma to have
been bred entire'y out of our modern birds, which is perhaps the canse
of the black pencilling in cor almonds being usnally of & kitey or dun
black: and on this acconnt & cross of n good black mottle or mottla-bred
black might be of advantage. Even the darkest kites always show a
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smoky tuil barred at the end with darker colour, and howover much such

5 birds may assist in breaking the fenthor in slmond breeding, they cannot
\ impart the desived velvoty block colour. Red and yellow whaolefeathers,
Y + prizeled with white in Sights and tail, of agste whelefeathers, aa they

o hiave been ealled, are merely nnsound roda and yellows, wonlk i |||. s{mn-"hh

of colour. All these snb-varieties of the almond are used H l.lulnlsrl

breciing, and they are matehed with almonds noeording to the wey "they

aro themselves bred,  Although it is not unnaual to breed ajnonds together
occasionslly, such breeding, from riehly-grounded enes, often results in

- young eotes entirely or almost white, with what are called blndder oygs,
almost or goite blind. When subh o result boppens,*the pair muoet b

. dismatehad at nn:-:'. and somo of the off colours nsed. I have seon a pair
of almonds produce all tha colours I have meationed except blacks aund
black splashes, so it will ensily be seon that thero is much uneertainty

in tha production of this beantifal pigeon, and that itisa nsludv in itself,
When I was young in the fancy I thought the almond tumbler the finest
and the most benutifal of all pigeons, and I was never weary of admiring
my first pair, which wers Spitalfelds bred birds, and which cost me a sum
of £5, It is over twenty yoars ago sinee then, butT well romember that
I bred five birds from them during their first senson (two almond eocks,
an nlmond Len, and twe golden dun hens), which realised me £12, and
pimeons were cheaper in these days than of late yenrs.
* Sinco the seeret, 5o well kept for eo long, and which was in reglity n trade
gecret, of manufactoring the heads of short-faced tumblers, was given {o
the world in Priton’s book of pigeons, the slmond fnuey hos declined ;
but after s time it will rise again, when the importanco atinehed to tho
} *  hesd of the bird gives way to its other benutifnl properties. There is
i enongh in the natural short-faeed tumbler in all its varioties to entitle it
o to the position of n vory high elass pigeon. Tho shaping of tha skall,
- whigh is begun when the squab is a few daya old and continned during

its growth in the nest, is done by pressing with o wooden instroment,
- ghaped for the purpose, or with the thumb nail, ot the root of ifs beak,

and #o foreing the bone back into the head, which gives breadth, height,
" | and & deep stop. This i a crnel process, which kills many in the deing,
- * and which renders the lives of those that survive it for the most part
. misernble, No pigeon Is so much troubled with vorminas the short-face,
1 as it 15 wholly unable, with its tiny beak, to free itself from them; and
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wheon the beak is distorted i the shaping of the skull, as it ofton i, it in 1
then quite nnfit to keep itaelf free from parnsites. The signg to know o /
made-faced bird are, first, when it is up-faced, which is never natural ; f |
and if the lowor mandible protrodes boyond the npper at the peint, it . ."r 1
may 1:|1 taken as certain that tho operntor has been at work. Wry hﬁl"l.kg

are, Tio dbubt, often produced natwrally in short-faces, buk there is soma- I
thitfr ‘abont o natural wry beak different from ono which is the effect of L
shaping the Ek-i.!]. Thae nﬂ.iu::-:ﬂ wry boak, thouph crossing at the point, ¢
generally fita closely further back, which is not the cass with the other,

As I bave scen many shoft-faces of high quality which I lfow were l
nover tampered evith when young*f would not condemn the whole

race, a8 some do, becanse manipulated birds maey sdfnelimes get awny e 1
nndetected; bot I wonld hold for abselute disqualificntion of all birds
which clearly showed they had beon tnmpered with, becanse the whole
sysiem of making heads is o swindlo, and only done to obtain money
under false pretonces,

Many n man has gone into the short-faced fancy, and fnding ho could
mever prodoce birds Soything like so good ns those he began with, for the
simple reazon that they weore unnatural, has given it up in bewilderment ;
or, learning how the Ything was done, ho has become o modeller himsalf,
and then cheated others 54 ho was cheated himself. The docline in this
fancy is principally on account of the unsatiafactoriness of merely pro-
ducing quality in pigeons by hand. Honest men wish to breed quality,
not to make it with a wooden spoon. T think it may be safely said, that
when o bird does not show that something hns beem gone to it, thers
bas been so little done that it may be allowed to pass as natoral ; but
when the skull has been forced in, the npper mandible is always displaced
to & cortain extont, and a bird showing this shonld invariably be pazsed s
over. The under mandible may be turned up, but it cannot bo forced
back, T think that it depends on the judges whether the short-juced =~
fancy is to decline still further, or whether it is to rise again.  Tho short-
face lhm]f iz naturally o charming pigeon, benutiful in all its standard
W]Nu'mg! and original in many ways; bot it has cconpied a higher ) ,
pesition in the fancy than it was entitled fo, probably on mcconnt of
being a native production. It may be safely left to find its own level, }____H_,

Sinee writing the foregoing, thers has come into my possession o set of '
eight life-size oil paintings of fancy pigeons, one of which is an almond
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tumbler. From n careful study of them, I conclude thoy are the work of *
B a faithful and conscientious artist, and if not clder than Moore's ** Colum-
barinm,”” they are ot least older than the treatise of 17065. As I shall
\ « have to notice soveral of them later on, I gholl defor stating my rensons
| ! for fizing their ago nt present.  The almend represents & commen tum-
: bler in shape and goneral style, carcying its wings over its i Ttisas
riel fenthorod bird, showing white inits flight feathers. I may nleo here
mention that two of the seb represent 1'ﬂﬁﬂ_tlnﬁ I have alrendy written of
—the nun and holmet. The nun is a binel:, full flighted as far as shown,
| having the cight primories in sighf, colourefl. It has a very deep bih:,ﬂ-
very foll chell, and o pore white ##s.  The helmet is mred, of the kind
Moore mentions, Marked ns the nun with coloared fights, smooth headed,
and with a red penrl iris. The pictures are evidently portraits, ns many
little fanliz are represented, which would have been left out had the

artist meant to depict perfect birds,

THE MOTTLE.
-

As alrendy pointed out, from the * Treatise on Pighons ™' of 1765, and
from the old handbill, bimck splashes nnd blnek glezles were formerly
sub-varietios of the shorf-fuced almond tumblor. These gradually sottled
down inte & separnte wvoriety, nnd are referved to at page G4 of that
ok, as follows: * There was aleo o prize lnst season for blagk mottled
tumblers, whose propertios should ngres with those of the almond tumbler,
except the feathar, which shounld be a black ground, tho body mottled
with white, with o black tail and flight ; and when they are in perfection

*  they are an exceseively pretby fancy, and very wvalunble. Thero is also
another very pretty fifhoy, equal ot least, if not seporior fo tho black
mottled—viz., the yellow mottled tnmblor, whosa propertiea likewise agroo

» “with the almond tomblor, excopt the feather, which shonld be a yellow

s -,,-mm;ﬂ, the body motiled with white, and o yellow fight and tail. Either
P of these two last mentioned fancios are extromely ueseful (provided they
answer in their other properties) to intermiz ogeasionally with the .u.lu:u;md."

The illustration of the mottle neccompanying the remarks reprosents o

| '[ long-legied common-looking type of tumbler, with a black Sight and tail,
- and white body, over which are dotted about thirty-four well separated
black feathers. I searcely think it reprosents the anthor's inlentions,

(]
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as ha oxpressly says, ** u blaok ground, the body mottled with white.' ‘
The mottle mny, howaver, bo said fo have beon then in ils infaney, r
and a standard more difienlt of attsinment would soom bo nimod at. /
The prosent standard is the gamo ss mentionad for the mottled flyinga
tumh[nr viz., & self-colonrod pigoon with n roso pinion of singlo m_l.l /
=i‘1'l'\l'l-h-k'1 white feathers on the shoulider, cither with or without lll.n :
V-fhaped handkerchief back, but with it for ohoico. This standard of 1
feather, seconfpanying good j‘ih-ﬂi‘l--flli‘!*} propertios of head, back, cye, and
carriage, makes op one of the most difficult standards in fancy pigeons |
to breed ot all good. When's fancier, with such cxperience of 8lort-facad
taumblers as Mre Fulton, has snid %that he has only soon o fow pairs of
mottles that eonld oven be trimmod into something Mko perfoction, and
that the mearest approach to a porfoct bird he over know of had to be
weaeded on both breast and shoulders, it will boe scon how much remmina
to be done for the short.faced mottle ; whoover followsafter this fancy,
then, had not only to contond againet made heads, as in the almond, but
also sgainst trimming, which can do Lut little for the latter, nud 2o he
gots himsclf o dififult task. Pechops, thero have been but fow long-
faced mottles aygr Broduced anything like perfectly marked ; but there
are certain inherent®fanlts of marking in the short-fnced mottle, ns it
exists, which makes it harder to produce than the long-fnced,  There still
exists, however, what may be ealled tho romnants of & good strain of
black mofgtles, in which the ground colour is good, but which aro muth
inclined to a blazo of white on the forshend, and to orange instead of white
eyed. Doth are great fanlis, and o white eyed bird s only to bo scen

by the side of a pellow or orange eyed ono to ahow how very mueh bettor
it looks, From the amount of colour in the mottle thero iy bnt little to * 1
contend with in the way of broken oyes, na in thd almond. In head and . |
beak, though semetimes passable, thoy neo never so broad nor so lofty |
as {he best nlmonds, while in carriage they are somotimes very good ipdeed, - '
which is & grest set-off to their appearnnce. In breeding black mut.tllaa ol
the i:-ln.w face shonld be avolded, howover good thoy may otherwise ha, .
and tt might ba cradiented in time, a8 in black pied pouters, which nearly
always had it twenty years ago. |

About eight years ago, I bought two pairs of black mottlcs from tho L
late Mr. James Ford, of London, who then had a good strain of them. Hl
Two of them were very fairly marked, and the oihers wore motile-bred

-
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My black wholefeathers of tho snmo strain,  As tho mottles were quite froe
l n of blazo on the forchead, T managed to keop it out of the great proportion
\l of the producs ; but the orango eye, which ono of the wholo foathers had,
1 1 was difiealt to altor, the best marked young bnes penerally coming with
H it* I found that o bird which had any whito on it as s nestling beceme too
i gay when it moulted off, and that when n bird monlted something lile
what o mottle ought to be, it came out of the nest all black. , There wes,
therefore, no distinguishing betwoon what wort to bocome fnf mottles or
remain whelefeathers till after the first moult. .Dun mottles arve occasion-

i ally bred from blacks, and they are f:;c-iui for breeding bock to blacks, *

bat dun being an offscolour, few cars for them.

: Red and yellow mottles would each be more diffienlt to keep pood in
‘s colour than blacks; bot I am not aware that any long standing strnin
of either is in existence. In almond breeding, both red and yellow agates
are often prodoced well marked to the mottle standard. Theso, howover,
have generally & weak, washed-out colour in flight and tail feathers, and
white rumps as well ; but it is from tho judiclons broading of such with
red and yellow wholefeathers and agate wholofeathers that n sirain of
red and yellow mottles might be prodoced.  Soch redﬁud*j.'ﬁlluw mottles

as were in existence when the fancy for them was at its best, were donbt-
1ess produced in this wey.

Cﬂn;id{!ring the difficulty there is in producing short-faced mottles, and
remembering the fact that none have ever been eeen notarally p-B;far.'t. in
marking, it i & question if the standard of feather for them is not too
high. A standard that wonld allow of white feathers on the head, neck,
<breast, wings, and back ; but retaining the entively dark Qights, tail, rump,
and under body, would be o pleasing one. Thore would also Lo great
difficulty in keeping the white feathers separate, na they arc always
Jnckined to run together.

L L Tre BLUE.

There is another whole-feathered short-faced tumbler now aeldom soen
; —viz., the bloe. It was formerly bred to great perfoction in Londbo.
] Eaton, who has a pictore of one in his treatiss of 1858, says: T cannot
| by any possibility let the opportanity pass, withont noticing the observa-
== i tions and great admirstion the venerable and much-raspected old Fanciors
bestow upon the smazingly pretty little compact sky or powder blua
> whole-feather, with its black bare, black ns obony ; the short-faced head:

N
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and beak, with its other propertics—the protly liftle blue tumbler. ; s
Whenever ihey have the epportunity to see one, I have almoat faneied they o :
wonld have gono into fits, in observing n good one with its five splendid ,lJ 3
i
proporties—hoad, boak, oyo® carriage or shape, nnd feather, Tt appeareti §

to e almost to make thom boys again ; it hag as great or groator nn it
npon 1hem as poing to tho mill to bo ground young ngain, Unfortunately,
it i5 soldom Jou have the opportunity to seo ono; thoy are very scarce
at this tjmeY1855)." *

e ———

It was soon after this time, in 1862, that I saw in tho 1:25:595»:'10:1. of I‘
*Mr. Fulton, -.1.].m then lived in Dy ﬂ.i‘nn‘l o very fine poir of short-faced
blue tumblers. I have often -1-p|:rkuu to him abouf them since, mnd I J
believe such good birds as they wero nre nob now in existence. Though 3

probebly mede faced, they were broad and lofty in skoll, with splendid
colonr and fine carriago.
BALDHEADS AND BEARDS.

Short-faced baldheads of good quality are now extremely searce. They
have always beenrare, but formerly there wers af least some very fair
ones in blacks, plues, and silvers. Blacks are searcest at the present
time, and it iﬁow. nearly twenty years sinco I bave scen a good pair of
that eolour, which were sent by Mre. Folton to o gentlomnn in Seotland.
They were good in eolour, head, and eye, ot low cut. Doring the pasy
ten or fifteon years, short-faced balds have been represented chinilj"b; tha
strain & Mr. Woodhonse, who has shown Dblues and silvers, with which
he hos carried off most of the prizea at the principal shows, whers clusses
wero given for balds. Red and yellow balds have Miely beon shown of
very fair colonr and quality, and I understand they were produced from o
croes with the almond and its snb-varieties, They wore bred by Me. Bur-
chett, o London fancier, who sold off nyear or two ago, when they were dis-
tritmied among the breeders of this very beautiful and interesting varisty.
The standard of feather for the short-faced is the same as for W long-
faced bald ; but there are very fow, if any, renlly well marked ones in
exMiones, which combine high shortfaced properties of hend, beal, oyoe, =
and carringe. Compared to the best almonds they are far behind, and
all T have seen, which I knew to be untampered with nbount tha hoad, \
could only be called plessant faced at the best. I have, however, seon L -
of Into several of each colonr—oxcopting the blacks, which seem nowhers
at present— mannfactured into very passable ones. I eay menofuctured,
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becanse it was plain from their appearance that thoy had been tampered
with, and the young onea they produeed showed it elonrly. Beards are
even of lower quality, as judged by the short-faced standard than balds,
and the only colours in existence ot all gomd are the blues and silvors.
¥r. Woodhonse has bred some of the best. As for black, rpd, «nd
yollow roally short-faced beards, I have nover acen nny, DBeards ought fo
be marked exactly the same as the flying opes.

All short-faced tumblers of high quality bave o Llimmt!l.:.iu ghedding
their EL;,'I:I, and tail fenthers daring their moult. The feathors will grow
to their l::-:un;l]n:,'l{.L longth without mrust.mg {:um their "thhFr nnd ifs
allowed to do =0 t_]. gir fibres will rat. The uppar gkin of the fenther
shonld be scraped off with the thumb nail as it continues to grow, and
the inside core of tha festher earefully removed. DBy this means the
feathers may bo preserved good,

It is difficnlt to seq what is to be the fatare of the short-faced tumbler
inall its varicties. From what I koow of hnman sature, I do ot expect
that the making or shaping of sknlls will etop short of the millenninm,
whenever that happy time may coma. I know, ]mw‘umr, that & groat
many men will not compete with snch practices, so 1 supposa the short-
faco will be left to those whom it may coneern.  If jndges wonld lny stross
o feather, earringe, fineness and style of Leak, and eye, inaisting on the
ben-k Yeing natural, and ignoring the least sign of & shaped head, it wonld
bo the meins of raising the short-Tnee in general estimation® Tt has
undonbtedly fallen from its high position, but boing natorally o high
olass pigeon it detorves justice. What its true position among faney

= pl'g!:ﬁn! is, must be left to individoal fancy ; in my opinion it wus eanked

too high in being pln.m;l alongside of the pouter and carrier, or oven
immediately after thom,

-
-
e |sen .
o el [-‘-';1& ST .
L W e r""*.i'iay';" Crm

84

X



¥ CHAPTER LIX, &

- .
THE GERMAN A:"-’CIENT PIGEON.

-

Toe German AMsfimmer, or ancioff, ia o very beantiful varioty, which
beara something of the sama relation to certain German breeds of common
tumblera that onr short-faced almonds, mottles, nnd baldbends do to onr
common fying tamblers. And as our short-faces wore eerbainly produced
in Lemdon, so the high class ancient was produced in Berlin, the metropolis
of Germany., It is to Br. 0. Neef, of Foreat Hill, » member of the
National Peristeronic Society, that we are indebted for introdneing the
angient—rart in its' pative plice—into this country. Ho informed me
that his father waa formerly one of tho fanciers nnd breeders of this
pigeon, the origin of which is unknown; bot which, from ita name, is
ponsidered & very old voriety, and which was for long confined to Berlin,
though now bred alio in Stettin. Tt is only incidentally mentiomed in
the Iatest edition of Neumeister’s ** Das Ganzo der Taubenzucht,” edited
by Pritz (1876); but more fully deseribod in ** Die Arten dor Hanatanbe,"!
by Pritz (1878). It is there said to be fonnd in All whols colours,
except blue. Hesays: ' There aro self-coloured black, red, yellow, and
white; black, red, and yellow with whito wings; also mottled, and as
a very moch admired kind, the magpio goloured.” 'The mngpio marked
snclents, in black, red, and yellow, 0s T saw them lately in the possessign
of Mr. Neef, are medinm sized pigeons, larger than our short-fncee, jmooth
headed, and stocking legged. The head is broad and mther dat, tho fora-
head, very broad and well ribbed up, the beak very shorl and thick, and
nearly na broad st the base aa it ia long. Tho beak wattle is modornto
bat not rough, the eye wattle bright red, and ss large aaa gilver fonrponny
pivoe, round and flat, not standing outlike o barb’s. Tho eye ia prominent
and of a clenr péarl colour, The carriage is very mpright, the head
thrown back, the breast prominent and broad, the flights well np over the
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tail, the flighis and tail rather short, the legs moderately long, and the
thighs visible in profile. The size and general outline is very similar to
that of the Turkish satinettes and turbitcens, The marking is cxactly the
same a3 that of the common magpie pigeon, exeept thal on the breask
$horo is a whito erescont or half moon mark, which measures fron) andnch
toan inch and a-half between the horns. To breed this littla beauty m:&rk
good is & diffienlty. The colours of thosg I snw were fine; but ths red
and yellow were not of the best possible sints, such as W occasionally
seen in certain varietics of pigeons, Im :1.1.1-:]iti4:-n to all the aforceaid
properties which go to make up o #ood short-fneod ancient, it ought te
have the 1rembling.n&ek deseribed 'ﬁnfclre, as possessed by the eommon
ancient ; but I bolieve it is rare to see this in the high closs broed.

The origin of the ghort-faced ancient 43 gnid to be unknown, but T think
it i3 easy to make s good guess atit. Our short-laced tumblers were
doubtless founded chielly on our common tumblers, ns the varions colonrs
and markings in thom show; but what gove them their prineipal fancy
points of shape, carringe, and form of head, i ool so cnsy to determine,
unless it was the Indinn Goolee. In Germany, thore are common tumblers
similar in all respecta to what we bave, but with t.rﬁ;uh]in;_n; neclks ; aud
othera moagple marked with the white orescent nn.thn breast. Thesa
varietioa were evidently the fonndation of the ancient, mund its round
lm # full broad forehead, and large red oye wattle, woere ng evidently
detived from the barb, A well-known author on pigeons, with® whom T
havao talked the matter over, agrees with me in this ides,

The short-focods anciont hos as many fancy properties of form nand
foather in ite composition as the short-faced tumbler, thongh it has been
founded on quite dlﬂ‘erent. lines of idenl beanty. Its beak shonld be
sbort, etraight, and tlw:l.. bat any stop or indentation behind the wattle
—swhich canses all the mischisf in our short-faces, becanse it tempta
peoplegto make, justead of to breed it—is no peint of beaunty in the
ancient.

Here Priitz says : “ The principal breeder of the anciont, who posspsses
soma in all its varietics, is Herr E. Bredow, of Westend, Stettin, the only
place where they are bred in large numbers. Tt is not to be wondered at
that a high price is paid for them—a pair very often fetching 100 marka
—when it is coneidered how difficult it is to breed them, and what cars
and paing have to be taken to bring the young ones through the mouls.’
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* .
THE TRUMPETER PIGEON. ,
- -

TiE trompeter=pigeon has been Bfown in this country at lenst sineo
Mpore's time, and it is common on the Continent of 1~j'u.1'|:-p|3. In France
it is called the pigeon tambour glew-glon, and in Gormaoy, the fromniel-
faube, or drummer, Its vorions names ave therefore all derived from its
voice, which, not being reckoned of any consoquence in the show pen,
may be left nunoticed till T describo the form and festher of this wonder-
ful pipeon.  Until soon after the yéar 1865, whon eome very high class
trumpeters wors iported into this country, tho broed appears to lave
remained almost sfationary since Aoore deseribed it. The earliest ploture
of a trumpeter T keow of, is that in tho treatise of 1765, which, indeed,
represents o very peor black mottle, with black fights and tadil, and white
body, over which is sprinkled about thirty-five black feathers. 1 has
black thighs and leg feathering, but i3 bare toed. The author, Who
copied his deseription of tho breed from Moore, says, °* they are generally
pearl.eved, black mottled, very feather.footed and logged, tumn crowned
lika the non, and sometimes like o finnikin, but mueh larger, which are
reckoned the better sort as being more melodions.'

It wonld be of no advantage to minutely describe the trampoter as wo
had it before 1965, because the central Asian breed, which was imported
. shortly after that date, pot it entirely into tho shade. Tho beat wc;mcd to
hare were blucks, black mottles, and whites; though-duns, reds, and
vellgws were oceasionally to be met with, and I onee bred novory good bloo
motile. The new breed coming bero wid Russia reeeived the namo. of
Eussian trompoter, which is what the Germana call such birds as we
formerly bad, becanse they are found in their greatest beauty in the
peighbeurhood of Moscow. The new trumpoter is, howover, not o
native of Russia, but of Bokhara in Central Asin, and its appearinca in

P
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Enrope was no doubt the effost of iho Russian conguests in the East
during late vears. At tho snne time, cheice trompeters may hove existod
for o long whila in tho interior of Russin, but if they have, I donbt not
‘bnr. that they originally camo from Asin. Finding these choice birda
doseribed by Newmeister and Pritz s Bucharische frommeltauben, I
fnquired of sovern] German gentlemon tho mesning of the nume, witther
it signified Buchnrest or Dokhars, but no one conld deeido. About o gear
ago, howover, when eorvosponding with Me. Charles Jameagh, of London,
regarding some of these pigeona brought hiro by o Bussidh, he informad
me that #o man actaelly bronght them all $he way from Bokhara, with
other live stock. So T think it i.:-wnciu.sivn that they aro o Centihl
Asian hreed whicts has ouly lately reached us in its purity, all previous
importationa of trumpeters having eithor been inferior, or allowed by
Furopeans to decling in quality ; while,-on the other band, it is* poasible
that when Europesn fnneiers did nothing to raise the chamcter of what
they had the Bokharians may have improved theirs from stock gimilar to
what we had before.

The trampeter is cortainly o very high class original pigeon, bat for
some reason not & general favourite, thongh no onegwill deny thot it has
many beantifnl properties. The resson that it @ not more senerally
fancied and bred, is doubtless the fact that it bas nothing in its conforma-
tion very ahnormal, snch ns the pouter, carrior, or turbit, all of which
F\cgem. great diffienlty in breeding towards an ideal standard, while its
pecularities are nlmost entirely those of fenthering, of such nYixod type,
thot it presents little scopo for competition. Were as many fangicrs to
employ their tile in bresding trumpoters as pouters, theve wonld be
twenty of the former for ome of the latber approaching perfection,
Faneiers know this, ayd therefors the trumpeter is leit ina fow hands,
regarded more ns o curiosity than as o fanciers’ pigeon. Sapposing,

*yith all its fine propertics, the short-fuced mottled tnmblors’ stondard
of Mather were to be fixed for the trumpeter, it wounld then presemt
difficultics which suy fancier might be proud in overcoming, bot this
standard i3 not only foll of difficnltics, ns already cxplaived, bobeit iz o
siandard open ahove all others to frand, The Germans have long since
bred trumpoters to turbit wnd otber markings, thoogh in doingso they
have lost guality in the more important points of the Breed. DBront and
others have written of tha difficalty thess is in preserving the voice nnd
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rogo of the trampotor whon it is orosged ; but though it donbtloss takes o
long timae Lo recover oither, it can bo doue, as in the easo of the Altenburg
trumpater, which I shall afterwards deseribe, and which is superior in
voico to the pure broad itaelf. Could all the pocularitics of the breed be

woll retained, in addition to woll dofined specifio markings, such ne white *

with scalonred shonlders, the frumpeter would vauk higher in the faneye
thap at present, when many enro not how bodly their bicds may be
mottled, or ovon splashed, so lows as they are good in rose and other points.
The fancy p:-itta of the trumpeter are rose, crost, oyve, leg and foot
feather, colonr and mnrking, guality of feather, size, shapo and garringe,
aad voico. ) ':

Hose is the first property of the trumpetor, and is ghat makes it dis-
tinet from all other pigeons. The pricst and other varicties whish possess
it, do #o only in a modificd degree, and are supposed to have derived it
from this pigeon. The rose is formed by the fenthers on tho erown of the
head growing out from n centrain regular form, like a cornation. Tma
good bird it will be large enongh to form a complete covering to the head,
hiding the eyes, mm:l;ing nearly to tho shell crost, and covering the beak
waitle, but not the Quiui of the boak.  All the feathers forming the rose
should lie well down withont any irregularity, and the more eirenlar and
even it i ot ita edges the bettor.

Crest i3 an oxtensive ghell hood, reaching round the back of the hoad
almost from eye to aye, and finishing off at its oxtromitios with an |:|1|"|1r|'
mental turh of the samo formation as the rose. The crest onght to be of
a cupped form, reaching over the head, but though wanted as firm and
conipact as possible, is always more or less loose in t8xture from tho
natore of the bird's feather. The feathers forming the crest, and thoso
supporting it, can be moved ky the bird at will, and tha orest is theroforo
seen more looso st times than at athora,

Eys.—Though described by the old writers ns pear] eyed, the tenmpoter
was gencrally red or orange-coloured in the irides immedintely befor® tho
introdnetion of the Bokharn breed,  Tha lntter have generally fine pearl
eyes, eegarding which Pritz says, ** The fine pear] cyes botray the noble
race which exacts admiration from every fancior,”

Leg and Fyot Feather,—Tho logs and feet should be heavily hooked and
feathered, and in this property tho former birds exeollad the firat im-
portations of the Asian race ; but the latter, from tho silkiness of their
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feather, woro more linble to have their long too feathers brokon, which
J\ partly aceonnted for the wank of them. Their too feathers want the
strength of those of the old tight plumagoed birds, and seldom reach their
nntn'r il longth without damage. I bave uutlm] that birds bred from good
II"-11"5’"*-1-'“I ones, whon inclined to elosencss nl plumnge, which is fuLu[L_-,,
\ gmw atronger too fouthers. It is almost impossible to preserve 1.E||_=a
feathers unbrokon, for wny longth of time aftor the moult, An examifin-
tion of the feet will slways show what stronfth of feathor the bird is thera
naturally furnished with, theugh thoe feathers may bo brokon off short.
Colour ind Marking.—Tha Bokhagn Trampdtors nre chiefly blacks, and
blacks mottled or splashed in some way with white, though both duns n.nd
dun mottles have baon imported. The beak is almost always white, and

i

i3 a ploasing feature in the breed, na it looks well just appesring from
under the ross, The bird I sketched my illostration from wis o vory fing
dun mottls, with a strong red enst through its dun feathors. It was not
marked 23 I have dmwn it, bot was nlmost half white with dark flights
eod tail.  As o standard to breed from, I think the marking sbown in
the illusteation, which is the same as is wanted in the%hort-faced mottled
tumbler, iz preferable to any gayer marking ; bot so %ong az the white
is dispesed in single feathers, n bird mottled on th8 head and neck, as
well a8 on the wing coverts and back, looks very well if the tail, flighta,
I.‘llull."'r'p:k-rts, and leg and foot feather remnin blmek. Many trunpetars
arcencarly whity, bot I have not seen any of the highost class entiraly so.
Some are all black except the head and upper neck, which sometimes
rimain nearly whi%n; nnd if the rose alone conld bo got white, or ovon
lightly grizzled, the rest of the bird romaining block, it would ook vory
» well, and such & marking might in time becoma fixod if bred for. T under.
stand from the Rev. T. B. C. Willlams, whe was Intely travolling on the
Continent, that blood red trumpotors of the highest class are in exiatengo,

r . HA informed e that he saw a pair of them in Paris, and an iden of theic
- rarity dhd valuo may be learned from the fuct, that the price asked for
; : them was £130. Ho desaribed thom as fine in colour and well lusteod, T
have no donbt that thero must be yellows as well, T would not gradga

going & hondred miles to seo cither. T have never brod moy of the now

{ trumpoters, bot my experience with the former kind, both here and in
[ India, with English ones, showed me that they alter very much in foathor
% during their first monlt; after which I always found them to moult with-
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out forther change. A bird which meunlted inte o fair mottle, alweys

eamp ont of the nost entirely blnek, or with only a few grizzled feathers on

tho wing coverts, If thero was mueh white on o nestling, it genceally got

vory gav, and some would begomo half white when almest black in the,
nest, I never saw o bird got darker during its fest moult,

Queality of Feather, —The choice trumpoter shonld be long and looas
in Toather, the flights should reach boyond the tail, and all the feathers
ghonld be soffend silky in 11&111&._

Siza.—Tho actnal size of the trampoter should be ahovo the avernge of
fanoy pigeons, the larger the botteg, as if rose, &e., are in froportion,
larzo size adds to its appearance,  =*

Ehape and Carriage.—The appearanes of a good bifl iz thnt of o very
low standing, broad-set, short-necked pigeon, almost cloao to the ground,
unable to see abont it, except in a dewnward divection ; it gropes abount
from place to place and is fond of retiring into cornors, whers it drums
to ita mate.

Voice.—Omna of the chief pleasnres in leeping trumpeters is to hear their
pleasant notes. THey ard, with thoir snb-varicties and the langhers, the
mnsicians of the Cilombarium. I would think little of o bird, however
good in fancy pointayil quite deficient in voico ; and, althongh it eannot
ba takon into aceonnt in judging ab o show, it should be earefally coltivated
in the loft, Many of the old breed wore capital drommera and kepf np n
constantconcert in their lofls ; but many of tho now ones ave vory doficent
in voeal powers, which ia porhaps the reason they Inft their native place.
I knew of cue, not long ago, which had no moro voigs than a common
tumbler, il it kad as mueh. Tho trumpetor’s voieo dooa not seom to
have been cultivated so well in this country as in Germauy. From
Neomeister and Priitz T find what constitutes #* pood drnmmer thoro—
1 Pyeited by anger or love, ita voice falls directly, or from tho usanl eoolng
—whiel, however, must rarely be heard in n good drum pigeon—sidd-
denly into that rolling, guivering, deep hollow dromming ; ok this same
timg—mostly gitting still—moving the beak, pufling up its crop a
littla—the less the better—moving to apd fro the front part of ita body,
and trembling with its wings., For correct dromming thers ara required o
grood begi_un_i.ng,:1,di.stinctl:;rmn.rkndddiver}', alternate rising and falling of
the sound, shaking, and snstaining, Themera frequently, and eapecially tha
more sustainedly withont sbopping, it drmms in good gtyle, the moro
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M, valuable iz the pigeon. There are cocks which, with gquite short

interrnptions, drum awny for ten minntes, and make themselves heard the

t \ whole day, especinlly in spring, o if they pot a good supply of hempseed.

«Even whon eating they dewm away, and by o pumber of good ones a dunning

poise is prodneed,  The prineipal sonnds comae rolling out of the mouth, like

. the beating of o drum, the lower mandibloat the snmo time III.EI'Fi-IIL' up and

down. The sounds bacomo by turns stronger and wenker, and dio off Hill

they can searcely bo heard. The more subdned sounds fofgn o monotons

rolling, which is prodneed in tho intorior withont movement of the bealk, and

thus npp:ur_iug to como from aopether bird altogother, Thore i3 no

difference in the sonnds whether fhe erop be full or cmpty. Tho hen

alto  drums, ]ﬂsa.fmqni}nﬂj. kowover, and with less force and per-
saverance.'”

It i3 nsual, dering tho breeding senson, to olip the trompeter's rose,
nok only to allow it to soo better, but beeauso it gets clagged with food
when feading its young ones.

In Germany there is o sob-variety of the trampeter, marked lile
the Shicld pireons, or exactly ns o torbit l:lu:._:!ﬂ. to boe marked, all
white with coloured shonlders. Neumeistor figures thewm on plate 10 of
his book under the namo of Poastord T’rm:::-lz;“:mllrli. Thoey are
represented with woll feathersd foot, but with smaller rose and crost than
the pure trompeters on the swme plate. The black and blne linve white
wing hars, the red snd yellow are solid shouldered. In Tewotmeicr's
book there ia o pleture of a pair of these pigeons with red shoulders and
whits wing bars, salled Lotz pigeons, nnder which namo the anthor enys
they bad been exhibited ot English shows. Theare was probably some
mistaks in the naming of them—perhaps the Lotz was mennt—at lenst, T
eannot find the name 11?1 any German book. Erent suye, in tho * Poultry
Chronicle,” that ** lats-chige "' —rough slippered—is o German provincial
name for the trempeter.

Nenmeister also figures another snb-verioty, the reverse in marking of
the proceding, wiz., all red and yellow with white shounldera, JTheae
probably come out of the nest self-soloured, and moult white sided, like
tomblers wod runts, Boitand and Corbio deseribe some varieties of the
trompetor, which M, Corbis brought from Germany, the breed having
become scarce in France at the time they wrote. These are the above
red and yellow white sides, whola blacks with white wing bars, grey
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headed blacks, blues with white heads, flights, and tails, and similar
blnes, with the addition of yollow wing bars. Some of these were pro-
bably Priest pigeons.

The Altenburg trumpeter is g German race, rogarding which Neameistor,s
saye, *' Ita homo is the district of Altenburg, where of old it originated,
from s mixture of the Bussian drommer with the bine rock pigeon.'” It
appears sometimes to have Lhu.rasn and crest of the trumpoter, sometimes
neither, and sdmetimes only guo of these ornnments, His illustention of
it represents o pigeon with a small roso on the forelesd, but no crest at
the back of the hend. Tt haa fentlered Iega and feet. “1f is of an
inzignificant extorior and bad bearing. ® The eye is pesrl-coloured, the legs
sometimes smooth and somotimes feathered, thoe toes g%unru]ly bare. The
plumage is full and rather loose, seli-coloured, mostly dull or dirty blue,
gray, or pale blue, in different gradations, with brownish-black or dirty
white wing bars. There are also others of a pale yollow, with brownish-
vellow wing bars, The ability of dromming is the only characteristic of
the Altehburg drommer, whose voice cootrasts very {avourably with the
Russian, by s ]i:-ng!:rfﬁustnintd clearness, height, fexibility, and variation.
The hen is especially distingnished by her melodions voipe. In hardiness
and breeding powers"it i ot lenst equal to the Russian ; howover, it is
not fond of fiying, nor is it casily tamed.’
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» THE FANTAIL RIGEON,

WriTERS on pigeons, boih Britisi and foreign, agres that Hindostan
was tho birthplace of the fantail pigeon. If is cortainly there where it
ia foond in the greatest numbers. That soch a curious and beantiful
domestia bird wonld bo early token by traders from where it originated
into digtant lands, there ean be no doubt; buot it is impossible to fix
any time for its arrival in Europe.  The Romans, in nll probability, would
Lave it from India, if it cxisted there 2000 years ago, I often think that
thore must be old manpaeripts existing that woold Be of groat intorest
to pigeon famciers, and some day or other old lore'on the subject of
onr domestio pigeons may come to light when Tuuﬂt- oxpocted. Im
Calenttn the fantail is the commonest variety found for eale, and I
thinke I am well within the mark in saying that from 200 to 300
pr:?u of them annnally leave that city, in vessels boond to thesdiferont
ports conmected with it by trade. Fontails have existod for at lenst
two centories in Bogland, as we find from Willnghby, who refers to thom
a8 “ Broad tail'd Shakers—ealled Shakers beeause they do almoat con-
stantly shake or wag th::]; heads and nocks up and down, DBroad tailed,
from the great number of fenthers they bave in their tails; thoy say
ot fewer than twenty.six. When they walk op and down, thoy do for
the mgst part hold their tails croot; like o hen or Turkey Cock. Theso
plso vary muoch in Colour.” It is also necessary, for the better nnder-
standing of what I shall have to eay, to quote Moore's descrigtion,
who alio terma the bird the broad tailed shaker. ©° Thia Pigecn has o
beantifnl long thin Neck, which bends like tha Neck of a Swan, leaning
townrds the Back ; it has a frequent tremulouns Motion, or shaking in
the Neck, especially when salncious, which is the Reason thoy are called
Shakers, It han o foll Dreast, o very short Hack, and a Tail eonsiating
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of a great Number of Foathers; seldom less than fonr-and-twenty, which
it spreads in o very clogant Manner, like the Tail of n Turkey Cock,
and throws it up s0 much that the Head and Tuil froquontly moot.
They are called by some Fop-Tails, and I oneo saw ouo thot had sixe
N:l-:];hllﬂj Feathers in its Tail; bat when thoy bave so many F¢ﬂ-ulﬂl’ﬂ
it is IJ-LIt to make thom lop their Tails, and oot lot it meot with their
Had, which isa very great Faolt, Thoy aro most commonly all white,
ithe' I hmve ggon both 'b]nl:li,‘ bloo, red, and yellow Pieds, but the white
ones have gonerally the best Carringe in their Tail and Head : Thers
are two Sorts of these broad tail'd Skakers, the one hoving o Neck much
longer and more slender than the oth®r ; but the lnngr.-st Neck i the most
beauntiful and the mont esteeom'd."”

If the chief varicties of fancy pigeons, cxcepting the native broeds of
the pouter, and earrier, did exist in anything like perfection in Moore's
time, they must have declined in qualily during the following century ;
for it is during the lifotime of the present gemeration that tho barb,
trumpeter, fantail, jacobin, owl, and torbit have been improved, and in
every case by the firoduction of foreign blood. So that our day may
be well tormad the “rensisrance of the fancy. Moore mentions two vorie
ties of the faniail, Pot the long-necked, tremulons, short-backed yarioty,
seems to have died out in England, along with good quality in the rest of
the above-mentioned kinds. -

The Igdian fantail, as found in Caleuite; ie nanally ontircly whils,
with a large well-spread tfail, a long back, and without muel tremulons
motion in the neck, If is rare to get them both smoobh hended and fres
of leg feathor, ns most have o peak-crested head or grouse-feathored
legs, whilo somoe have both, The Indian fanciers are fond of putting
small brass bangles on the legs of their fantails. This they do when
they are in the neat, ao that th&j’ cannot fall off when full grown, "l'im
bangles being hollow and open ab the edges, have gmall metal balls pnt
into them. Theiredges are then bronght closely together, apd as the bivds
wn.lk.al:-unt a tinkling sound is produced. The tail feathers of Funtails
in Indiz are sometimes ent off short, and peacock’s festhiors inteoduced
into the hollow stumpa, If well done this has a protty effect. After the
entirely white fantails, whole blnes, and ash-colonred or barless blnes are
the commonest. The latter are nearly oven in colour all over. I knew a
fancier in Calcotta who had a breed of glossy green Instred blacks, with
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peaked hends and feathorod logs. 1 knew of whole reds and yellows in
India, but nover saw auy, ‘“Fhey belonged tow doetor in the Govern-

mont gervice at Disaporo, and at his death wera advortised for sale, but

shoforo T conld seenre theim, as I intended, doing, they were bought by
& native gontlemen. 1 heard that fino ecloured reds and ynl.ln:rﬁ. gould
be got in the north west provinees of India,

Moore mentions having seen black, hlueired. and yellow piods. Threa
of the old paintings of pigoons in my pogsoesion, aleady referred to,
aro of fn:1ﬂi]s. The best is & complately Lur.hit-mn.rkml or snddle-backed
yallow, while the other two nre almond-foathered. The lntter have logw
cut white heads uuﬂ bibs, and are® partly white in the tail. The author
of the treatise meuhunﬁ an almond narrow-tailod shaker, which was puor-
chased by o certain nobloman, My two paintings of almonds represent
mors than narrow-tailed shakers, but they do not como ap to the yellow
gaddls bock, which is o very good fantail. The red and yellow picds
muet have become extinet in England, but black and blue pieds atill
exist, I believe. They also existed in Beotland fifty yeara ago, and
were fonnd in Dundes and its neighbourhood, From forty to fifty years
ago there wes imported inte Dundes—from where is'not cortain, though
a Enneior there, Mr. David M*Intosh, who twmmbm'n the bivd well, asserts
that it came from India—n well-marked black saddle-back shaker hen
q1 Bigh quality, which was the originator of the breed known as Dundes
Ela.'l]d].!}-h wked fantnils, This hen, crossed with the then cxiskng breed
of black and blue pieds, produeed araco of pied broad-falled ehakers
of the greatest ckecllencs, which have unfortunstiely bocome very scarce.
A fancier named Mudie, who was lame, and went by the nume of
# Cripple Mudie,’" bnd the etrain forty yoara ago, and be bred wany
oxcollent spocimens u{' red nnd block-sided omes, He posseased tho
priginal hen, which, when mated withan black splnshed eocl, produced
ono op more red pieds, which were the progonitora of the red-marked ones
now nearly extinet. From recent inguiries I have made, T beliove this
to be the troe aecount of the origin of thess birds, The erigival black-
gnddled hen wos first socored Ly a Mr, Alexander Dow, who told mo
only o day or two ngo (March, 1550) that he sold her to tho said Mudio,
One of the firat pigeons I ever possossed, wns n red saddle-backed
fantail. This waa thirty yeara ago, and about ten yenrs afterwarda 1 had
another red-gided cock of extracrdinary style. The latter could mever
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breed whilo T had it, but when it became throo or fonr yoars of ago it
began to breed. It was then in the possession of o fancler nnmod Murs,
in Glasggow, and I beliove its descondants are still to the fors in the
weost of Seotland. The reasom the coloured.sided birds bocame 86 searea™
abogt Inndeo was, that pore white ones beenme the fashion, Ta obiaims
t'hsan.. erossing with whites was resorted to, but eplashed apd saddle
marked ones continued for logg, and atill continue to come, even when
brecding whites together, omacconnt of the eolonred strain thers i3 in
them, As far as I ever gaw, tho Dondes eaddle-backs wops seldom
marked quite eo acourately as o turBit, bab had genceally move or loss
colonred feathers in the head, nnck,'r:md broast, nnd.sumnlimc:a in the
tall. And the few good ones still in existonce ore morked more or loas
in the snme way, though they do not appear so ot showa. Careful
breeding wonld, however, do much to rectify this, if oven only a fow
persevering fanciers wero to torn their thonghts to tho breed. T lknow
ona or two who are directing their sttontion to saddle-backs, and hopo
they will be n.ucu:e!sf.nl.

Thers i3 no doul}t in my mind that the bird or birds which made the
Dundes breed of antm]s, came from Indin, becnuso I had one of the
same style in Calcuttn. It waa o red saddle-back cock, and the exach
connterpart of the ome I sold to the Glasgow fancier somo twenty years
ago. I bought it in the Tiretta Bazaar, Calentts, about ten years s,
snd it wae the coly one of the wonderful shaking breed T over saw thare,
Not following wp its history at the time, I nover learned whero it come
from ; but on my return to this eountry I weote to & fefbud in Indin who
could proeure me similar birds if they were to be got, nnd he told me they
were yery searce, bub that be kmew of them. Jlo died shortly after-
wards, howover, and I have not been able to learn moro about them.
The bird in question lived but a short time. It was not clean cat, bu.h
had a mottled neck and broast, like the old Dandee birda. .

Twenty years ago, when shows began to get common in this country,
white fantails of & large size, with little nection, loosa in festher, and
with immense tails, which were sometimes carried right over thoir backs,
concealing them entirely, were often exhibited. Seoteh fanciers, whosn
ideas of & fantail wers all towards high style of carringe, could not
endure theso non-shakera, which, thongh called English fantails, wera, 1
believe, if the truth were told, nothing but imported Calewtta birds or

f
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\\ their immoedinto descendants. The battle for |:r¢eedunm between the two
» "~\ breols—{or they are distinet brecds—ithen commenced, nnd it has ended
] in & compromise, English funtnil fanciors have orossed their lorze
L \ smetionless birds with the small Seoteh shaking breed, and Scotch fanciers

| havo bred for tail, 2o that both can now meot on tho show beneh with
u:nrn equality than formerly. For my own part T like one or two of the
old breed of gmall, round, compnet, elose-feathered, dancing birda, whith
I mever tire of admiring, as they aro uvur'cln the move. "Lt the same
time, they are soldom seon with the fails necessary for show birdas, to
breed which is the difienlty. Thoy pread very true, althongh they have
often beon crossod to makoe them entirely white, and, except for the
size, shape, and efrringo of tail, thoy can so ensily bo bred good, that
thoy prosent little scope for competition.

1 shall now describe what I consider comstitutes a perfoet fantail, the
propertios of which may bo reckoned to consist of size, make and shape,
carriage, tail, and fenthor.

Size,—Other things being eqnal, T prefor the fantail as emall as posaible,
I woighed o cock and hen, matured birds, of the Dufies shaking breed,
and they were 120z, and 10o0z. respectively. The hun wos oxtre small,
the cock of an nvernge size.

Make ond Shape~Toking eize into account, all the funtails I have
evor gpon, excepling one pair, were of the snmo formation in head and
bedk, viz., the common type. Cooks, from their sex, look rathewconrser
than hens. The head is long, narrow, and fiat, the beak long and
slender. The beak watilo shenld boe amall, and thero should be no eye
wattle. Smooth legs are nocessary in the show fantail, and nearly all
fanciors prefor smooth heads. When the hend is orested, the crest is
gemerally o neat peal, and I mever saw o shall crosted one. T do not
dislike a peak erest on a good fantail, though it necesearily takes from
tha rounded ontline of the head and neck. T onco saw a pair of white
fantails with rather roond heads and shorter and thicker besks than
uanal, but they were nol good birds othorwise. I beliove they JFore
imported from the Continent, Except for the flights, tail, and logs, the
ehapo of the fantail should be as round, compact, and close feathered ne
e f poesible. Tt shonld lock like n pigeon pressed into the shape of a ball,
A pecnlinrity generally found in the best shakers is the split breast, an
ind¢ntation ronning ap the middle of it, which is most apparent in hicda
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of good carriage. The legs alould be moderately long. They e seldom /fj

too long, bot ofton too short. V. -
Carriage.—The carringo of a first elnss shaking fantail is something

wonderful to bohold. The 111_-\..1 is thrown back till it resls ot the root

of tho tail, tho crown of thu head resting fur below the lovel of ﬂzu
breast. The head somotimes poos through the tail, which is o gru?tt T X
{falt, Somo birds bave an up and down motion in their nocks, the !
head loaving its position o L-"'u'ﬁst tho tail, and retorning 1o it by o sucoes.
sion of qtru]:.u I distile this atyle, and profor the hoed to romain fized
Jin paosition, while the whtle body of the bird is in n constst stato of
agitation. A good ono is unable to walk forward while in action, but has
to turn its tail in the direction it wishes to go, when if backs with o
dancing style of movemsnt. It will geensionally make three or four
complete turns round, ns on a pivot. There seems to be some invisible
influence trying to deag it off the ground, which it takes all the power
of gravitation to counterack Resting only on the tips of its front toes,
tho hind ones are gquite off the groond. The shoulders are carried
cloze to tho bedy,®ind the Bights are often to be scen dragging on the
ground. When o good one wanis to fly, it turns its fail in tho direc-
tion of the place® it wishes to reach, and, after soveral feints, it
makes p dash, turning rapidly in its flight. With all their extraor-
dinnry corriage these birds are not bad fliers, Tike other fantails, and
unlike pther pigeons, they comiract ingtend of sprending their eails

R R —— =

in flight.

Tail,.—The tail feathers of the fantail cmg-ht. to ltu both longer and
broader than in other pizeons of similar size. They rlcl not generally shod
their Bbres froely when growing, and unless some sttention is paid to =
this, by exrelnlly soraping off the husk of skin ®f the fenthers, they will
often reach their entire longth withont opening out, and become rottan. 3
A little care will obvinte thiz, Malformed tail feathors pro common®in I
fantnils, These are nsually two separate half fenthors growing from oue
quill, and when they take positions ot right angles to ench othor, spoil
lhﬁ.a.ppunnmﬂa of tho tail. They are not the result of plucking tho tail
feathers, nor will plocking them prodnce perfect feathers, though they
may be destroyed entirely by repeated plucking whon aiill hoall grown. 1
The tail fenthers onght to bo frizzed st their ends snd edges for abont ,L'""'
half their length from their esxtremities ; mot, however, like the lnes
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pigeons, but toen or twelve of the fbres may adhere togethor and be
divided from suother sei. Fantails with as many ns foriy-two tail
feathers hinve been noticed, T wover counted more than thirty-siz. The
Juumber is not of so mueh consequonce gs the shope of the tail. Tt
onght to form as completo a cirele as possible, the oponing at Lhu‘bui}arq
h.l!irlg something like a fourth part of the civelo, or o Little less. Through
this oponing the flights should project, and not cross ot their puin{a.
The perfect tail is quita fint, and, when 1'lgl.'gcd in profile, gerpendicalar,
It ought not to incline forward, which i worse than being n little
archod or %eclining backward. I hgve never seon tho porfoct toil on g
really first closs shaker, though T hove secn it on o bird of no merit
otherwise, The dfculty is to prodoce carringe and tail combined, and
the nearest to it is, of course, the hest. While some poreous even prefer
an arched tail on a ehoker, they have not indicated how mueh or how
little arch they want. Surely the porfectly flat fan-shaped tail is what
s wanted, and what has been seen, thongh not with all else perfect.
My own illustration is mot that of = guite flat tailed bird, and iz, &0 fax,
not that of a perfeet Bird, -

Feather.—~I hove referred to whole-fenthered fantails, snch ns white,
black, bloe, silver, rad, and yellow, and to turbittmarked or saddle-
backed ones.  The latter onght to havo the wings, including the seapular
feathgrs, coloured, the flight foathers and all else white, They bave been
sech very corroctly marked, though generally mottled on the lead and
neck, and otherwise foul, and such have ofton red or yollow irides. The
cyes may be eithpr hazel or gravel-colonred in a enddle-baok, but
not broken. Yellow eyes would ba difienlt to breed, and would be #o
far on additional property.  Wholefeathored yollow fantails coms
from Germany, 1 umlurs'taud, but nre not of good quality, Thera they
iu:rn also eoloured birds with white tails;, and reversely marked ones,
as wcii a8 saddle-backs, which are all described nd illustrated Ly
Noumeister, T think mnch of my old paintings of almonds and o yellow
eaddle-back, evidently portraits, s they show mo that snch birdsfor.
merly existed,

Boitard and Carbie, in writing of the fantail, say: Tt iz al whita,
or white with the head and tail bluek, thay are also found with tha
shonlders (manfeau) and tail affected with all the coloars common o
pigeons.””  Saddle-backs are preferred with only coloured wings: bof I

o2
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have seon them with the tail coloured as well. The German and French
names for thoe fantail, are Pfautaube, and Pigeon tremblewr poon, both
gignifying peacvok pigeon,

gl e .
: CHAPTER LXII
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THE LACE FANTAIL

Taze lace fantail, so eallod from its feathering being similar o that of
the lnce pigeon already referred to, is known in Germany as the Seiden
Pfautaube, and in France ns the pigron fremblenr paon de Soie, names
signifying silken fantail. T believe it is genceally white. Tt was pro-
bably produced fropn the fantail and lace pigeon. BMr. Ure, of Dundee,
who bred them for many years, bogan with what might be called a
narrow failed or hplf-bred loolking whits one. From it—I balieve he
had only the one bird—and his Dundeo shaking fantails, ho roised o
etmin of lace fantails, which are now woll cstablished and widely dis-
tributed. The Iste Mr. James Wallace, of Glasgow, had some 8f this
strain, and although in genoral thoy wore only ordinary birds as fantails,
ha had one, abont three yenras ago, which was & first cln=s bird, both in
carriage and toil, in fast by far the beat I ever eaw.® Ho told mo that
he had not always bred lnce-feathered birds together since he began with
them, bot had occasionally crossed with an opdinarily fentherod white
fantail, for style. Tho Ince feather is therofore not only casy to maintain,
but iz easily transmitted to another varicty. Tho laco fantail is unagla
to fly, and must therefore ba kopt in confinement, =

After describing this pigeon, Boitard and Corbio have the [ellowing -
“ Poggon fremblour de la Guyane,—Thia superb variety has the tail lerge
and displayed like the peacock, and has been brought from Guiana, from
which it takes its namo. The gronnd of its plumage is of o dull white;
the wings are bloe, shaded with n sort of bright eyes and rays of black
bars,  All the races of small pigeons crossed with the luoe fantail pro-
duce lnged pigeons of all forms and eolours, but especially if the latter
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is bred with a pigeon with blaok barred wings, their young will have
fringed bars of various colours imitating tapering fringes, and producing
a very agreeable effect.’” This would appenr to be o colonred-winged

» lnoe fantail with a fanaifally derived namp, just aa thoy name certain

colours in other varioties ** Sinm."' It seoms unlikely that any spgpinl

varicky shonld hail from Guiana,

m:-t ““m
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o THE PACOBIN PIGEON.

Doerso the past fow ja:u-; thera how beon congiderablo cunhl:'-\‘rersg over
this wariety, which i3 cue of the dholecost in the whole famcy. Such
controversy was nothing cew, for althongh it turned o o frosh gquestion
regarding what constitutes the trne breed, our first writer of note on
pigeons—Jokn Moora, himself—clearly indieates that thero wore differ-
enceg of opinion in his day about this pigeon. Subsequent writers,
mostly imitators of Moore, continned denouncing the jnecobing of their
time az not the truna breed, and there has beoen wo rest for its breeders,
as first one, and Then auother writor, [elt called on to declaim in no
mensared terma against their ideal. As it is in o moltitode of witnesses
that tho trath mn.:,r'}m expected to be found, nltimate pood is bound to
come out of healthy disemssion, I will give my ideas on the queations
forming the chief difforences of opinfon lator on, and commeénco with
an aceount of what i3 kmown of the jacebin from books. Bremt Rﬂ-r‘B it
is mentioned by Aldrovandus in his second volume of *““Omithology,"
ai the Columbe Cypric crcullate. ‘l.'lr'illug'hhy,lwh- was indebted to
Aldrovandus for a good deal of what he wrote om pigooms, says:
# Jacolinez, callod by the Low Dntch C-‘mrli!rii because, on the hinder
part of the head or mapo of the neck, cerlain feathers refleoted upward
encompass tho head behind, almost after the fashion of & monk’s hood
when he puis it back to uncover his head. Theso aro called Cypros
pigeons by Aldrovand, and thera aro of thom rongh-focted. Aldre-
vangus hath set forth three or four, either species or necidental varietiea
of this kind. Their bill is short, the irides of their eyea of o pearl
calonr, ood the head (as Mr. Cope told us) is all white.'” It is to ba
noted that thers were bald-hesded jacobina before 1676, according to
what Mr. Cope, the ponter fancier of Jowin-street, told Willoghby.
Moore, of course, gives o good sccount of the jacobin, which was then,
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as now, called the jeck, for shortness. It was theu, ** if true, the smallest
of all Pigeons, and the smaller still the better'; and ho ndds, *¢ there
are but veey few now to be found in England compleat.” 1 think it
mnlikely that Meore ever saw snch good ]ncubma as aro in existence at
i’w prosont time, after recording that thn Fonthers of this Chain nnﬂ'ht.
t-.1 ba long and close, so that if yon stmin the Neck w little, by talmg
hold of the Bill, the two sides will lap over ench other in some of the
hest." The very best in his time, t]:nn-i':';p;-. rofuired i-'ll-g nbove frent-
ment befora their chains wonld eross in front. Nowadays, many jacobine
exist whe chaina lap over nniugally, not'only withont straining the
neck by ** taking hold of the RBill,¥ but without cutting ont o piece of
the ekin of the thfoat, as *° Mayor™ says (1765), was prootised for the
game purpose. Moore describes a pigeon known az o ruff, ** larger than
the troe original Jacobine, tho' in ghape and make much the same, It
has a longer Beak, the Irides of the Eyes in some are of a Penrl Colour,
in othors of a Gravel Colour, the Feathera of its Hood and Choin are
much longer, tho' the Chain does not come down o low to the Shoulders
of the Winge, neither are they so close and comBact as tho others,
but are apt to blow about by every blast of Wind, fall more backward
off the Head, and lie in & rough confus'd Mannert wheneo the Pigeon
has its Nome."" **The Strain of Jacobines has beon much vitisted by
matching them to this Pigeon, in Order to improve their Chain by the
L#ngth of the Eufi's Fenthers, but instead of thia, the Jack is brgd larger,
Ionger-beakt, logser in ita Hood and Chain, and in short worsted in all ite
original Properties.'

The aceount of the jacobin in the Trontise of 1705 containg very little
in addition to that of Moore, whose ideas are refained, though his lan-
guago is altered. ThY roff is also described, and its use in jacobin
breeding condemned, Yellow jacobing had the preferonce over tho ofher
n'n:r]nu.r_n. The portrait or illustration in that book, represonting tha
brend, is however, vory mood considering all things, and ia tho carlisst
fancier's picture of o joeobin T know of ; Willnghby'a of ‘ltil'ﬂill and
another of 1734, lately eopied into the Live Steck Journal, not being
worth considerntion. The following passape from the Treatise, page 117,
points to anoiher pieture of & jecobin as existing, bot T have not yet
met with it:  The following being in iteclf so uncommon, and a fact, T
eannot help taking notice of it : a person the othor day passing throngh
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Fleot-strect, sceing o priot of this Bird** (tho jacobin) “ at o shop
window, stopped to moke hin obscrvetions thercon, and having well
viewed it, be went in and purchased it, declaring to the seller that ho

. never eaw & stronger ||1.e1:v:!=.a in his lifo ; and as for the wig, it was -

exu.ct]g the same he always m:-n For he imsegined it sltogether n.
C‘Jﬂﬂ‘&.l'ﬂrﬂ. of onp of hia intimate acguaintancs ; and the peraon of whom
hebonght it, did not think it necessary nt that time to undeceive him."

The picture of & ;|:|.|:v|:-'|:|m fo the Treatise represonts o very round.
hoaded, ahnrt’bnaknd rather down-foced, npparently high-cut bied, with
the broad eye wanttle of a food jacoln. It is ontircly dark tifighed and
vented, and foll flighted as far as sen. The chain feathers are long,
but do not meot in front ns they onght to do. THe mane is clearly
brought ont, but is not 50 even at iis ridge as many modern birds have
it. We know that the short-faced tumbler had not reached o high degree
of quality when the anthor wrote, and, ns he snys, “the truo jack is a
very small Bird, very little bigger thon s tumbler' ; wo know that,
whatever its size was when Moore wrote, it wns by no mesns the amallest
of pigeons thirty yéfrs afterwarda, The faok is, all the small varietics
of pigeons prodoce extra small stock ocensionally, and although smnll
size is admired in #any varieties, quality in the properties that go to
make them excellent ought not to be, and is not, encrificed for size.

Ope of my sot of eight old paintiogs of pigeons is o seli-colgured
jacobin, gith feathered legs and bare feet. It is a gravel-oyed, short afld
open chained, large bird, not worth consideration from a fancior’s poing
of view. Althoogh I was able to rob off the varnish from the other
seven pictures, I conld make nothing of this ono; but from what I can
make ont, it represents a bloe with black bars,

There is not much difference in modern DPJIII‘JOII. regarding what o
jacobin pigeon ought to be, excepting on the property ealled the mane,
Somue say the mane is wrong, and that o breed existed having a.-almﬂ
division of the feathers all round the back of the neck, which was the
trae breed. I this is correct [ have never seen it, and, moreover, I do
ot believe it is natural for the feathers of the jncobin to grow in thia
woy. I have formed this opinion from the obzervation of grest numbers
of the breed, both Britisk and foreign, not poor half-bred looking thinga,
koown in conntry places, and by mere keepera of pigeons, as ruffs, but
what were fairly good jacobins, The [eathers at the back of the neck in

3
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the jacobin, trampeter, and some othor variotics, can bo moved by them
at will, so that they assumoe difforent positions at different times. The
jacobin in tho Treatise is cectainly & moned bird, and Brent wrote in tho

oPoullry Chronicle of 20th September, 1854, when deseribing the jaecbin : -
AL the lower part of tho chain the [eathors turn out all rl:l::_:l.l.],,.mld
expose & contre spot of white down." Exaetly so ; tho roso is the contre
of chain, tippet, and mone, The following is what the Gorman author,
Neumaedstor, says: *“Thoe feathery ruff =q_ua nlong t'hu'si&nn of tha
nock, down over the angles of the wings, renches upwords over o part
of the ero¥n, like o cowl, forming ¢he mone {mihne) towards the back
part of the neck. This feathery ruf*is parted along the sides of the neck
towards the fromt the back, and the top.'" From nll the foregoing,
nothing could bo moro clear than that the mane is not a medern property
of the jacobin, I am inclined to believe, that the mere ssserfion that it
was modern has beon the canse of most of the late disturbance, some
fanciers being so congervative that thoy oppose on principle all new
idens. Be that as it mey, let the perfect, or scmething like perfect,
manelesa jacobin be bronght cnt if it can bo prodfeed, and there will
not ba two opinions regarding ite claim to be called a high-olasa pigeon.
I do not, however, expect to see it, nob believing it 8 be notural.
Another hallosination regarding the jacobin, is, that its head and beak,
or its markieg, were derived from the bald-headed tumbler. It wasa
ghdtt-faced bird before the short-faced tumblor was in existence. It
would be spmething like a hundred years after Willoghby described it,
before s ghort-faced boldhepd was produced. The baldhend is first
described, in 1765, among common tumblers.  Is it for its marking that it
iz 0 relative of the tambler ¥ Then why not choose the German monk,
priest, ringbeater, or even tho cld bald-headed Germnn pouter, for ita
ancestor, not to mention the Indinn mockea and plenty more? I do not
Iflow ]iuw Aldrovand's picture of a jacobin is marked, if it fipured in
his book, but I know from Willoghby, that Mr. Cope told him the
jucobin was bald-headed in 1676, To say that it derived its marking
from the fumbler, is about on o par with what a * jodge ' onece enid
to ma at o ehow, when I asked him why he had entircly possed some
vory good baldheads in o clags of fiying tomblers, * Give a prize to
these things,'" eaid he ; * why, they're brod from jacobing.” 1 counld
only sigh as I turned away, for T quite lost the power of speech, In
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comparing tho pictures of the jacobin and almond tumbler in the Trea-

tize, the former is all wo want in hend and boak, the lattor a mero long-

faced common tumbler. Nothing conld be more erroncous than to say,

a3 Brent and others hawve :j.ﬁ.[l.l., that o short-faced baldbead with o,
f:l.fn}\in"ss hood and chain wounld 'be the perfect jacobin, It might be:s

pretty pigeon, but it would be the very opposito of a jacohin in many

Wiy,

Tho properjies of the ju.cu:ll-& aro size, shapn, carriage, head, bealk, eye,
lops and feet, quality of feather, hood, chain, tippet, rose, mang, eclonr,
god marking. Tt must not ba inforsad that T consider them ¥aluable in
the order named. I shall merely %escribe what I consider n perfect
bird, and no bind can be considercd very good w];icﬁ iz not fnirky wall
op in all points. The same remarks most be held to apply to my
deseriptions of all other varietics.

Size.—Thero is considerable difference in sizo among jacobing., When
other things are equal, the smaller pigeon is to be proferred. By oqual,
I mean equal in proportion to size.

Ehape.—Tha nock ought to bolong. This is o grand proporky, the
effect of which can easily be seen by comparing difforont birds together.
The body enght to"bo long and narrow in girth. A woll-bred jacobir,
which weighs the same or oven rather more than a pigoon of another
varicty, will easily force its wey throngh the bara of a cage whick will
effectualy confine the Iatter. I have sson this illustrated in the casd of
a very small African owl and jacobin, the latter being much the heavier
pigeon of the two, which gives a good iden of the difforence in shapo
between the two varioties.

Carriage.—A jacobin of the best type, whose head is well amothored in
hood and chain, i3 unable to see well abont #.  Snch birds haven groping
way of going about, and cndeavonr by stretehing their necks to seo over
thoes chain feathers which obsenro their vision, Some of the [gnmest-
chained birds are, consequently, all the better for being clipped about the
oyes during the breeding season, like the bost trompetors. The real
carringe of the jacobin is seem when the cock da drivieg the hen to
nest. The head is esrried well up, and the chain will then lap over in
frong, if it over will.

Head.—Tha head very broad scross the crown, and well rounded
off over the eyes. There shonld be a little toft of feathers pro-
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jeeting over each eyo like two small horns; bot this is only soon in
broad-skulled, short-faced birds, aud not always in them. They are
quite n peenliarity of the breed. The forchead must be broad and
sprominent, woll rounded in profile from the crown to the beak wattle,
n:ld not showing o stop as in tho shoet-fnced tumbler. A narrow E‘E“H-“ml
run ont or monsey hond, is o great fanlt,

Beak.—This should be short ond rather thick at its bise, bot coming
to a fing point with a downward i:l.rlinuti?:p. The trone beak is diffe-
rently formed from that of the owl tribe, not being so blunt and thick
at the (Y, and the beak wattly shonld be fine snd smooth. Any
gullat is fanlty, though it is somotintes found in good birds.

Eye.—The iride? shoold bo of a pure pearly whito eolour, but have
often o reddish tings round their outer circles. Clouded or dusky pearl,
yellow, red, broken, and entirely dark or bull eyos, are all found in
jacobins, and are all to boe aveided. Bad as o bull eyo looks, it can
often ba bred ont easior than a yellow ono, if it has not oxisted to any
great extent in the strain. The eye wattle ought to be broad, and of a
bright red colonr. I have seen the wattle almost, it ot quite, o quarter
of an inch in bresdth. In richnezs of colour, it follows the quality of
colonr in the feather. Bad blacks, reds, or yellows) do not have o deop
red ¢ye wattle, thooph a strawberry bred from a rich black and red
may,aend such o wattle on a sbeawberry would indiento that it was of a
gobd-coloured steain. T look on the brond beight red oye woktle as o
preat attraction in an otherwise good bird.

Legs and Feotw—Although the jucobin may boe got with fenthered logs,
such a variety having exiated for conturies, being mentioned by Aldro-
vandns, Willaghby, and Moore, our standard permits only smeoth legs
nnd feet, which shonld Be small, neat, and bright red in colour,

Quality of Feather.—The feathers shonld be eoft and silky, of great
length, and making the bird appear larger and heavier than it should
prove on being kandled. The flights should extond considerably boyond
the tail, os much as an ineh when the bird is in the hand, thoungh
nsually not to such an cxtent when it is at liberty, but the longer they
are the better.

Hood . —The hood is the property of ntmost conaequence in tha jooo-
bin. It is formed by the [esthers round the back of the head and npper
neek all growing forward. The feathers of the head do wot, in o good
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bird, turn up where they moeot the forward growing hood, and so fall into
the sweop of it, ns thoy would provent it lying olose; but the hood
forces itself throongh those feathera in a succession of vegular stops, and
evory feather forming the hgod should grow towards the beak. Some-,
timgs the feathers on ono sido will grow towards the other, aud so form o
twisted hood, more or loes foulty. The hend feathers will often prove
o0 strong for the hood, and osuso it to atick up, which spoila the bird ;
and thero are pliogether so piuy diffonities in getting o perfoctly formed
bood, that one natumlly pecfect, which requires no faking whatever, ia
hplf the battle in producing o good pigeon of this varisty. guhosing the
formation of the hood to bo right, it® position is noxt to be considered :
goma commence low down on the napo, and camnot of consequonce come
far enough forward. Such o bood, often plustered down at the back of
the head, is mot what is wanted ; it onght to grow well forward at
the back of tha head, and it will then, in a long-fenthered bird, get as far
2% the middle of the head, over tho oyes; should lie closs, but not as if
pasted to the head, a slight space between it and the erown being well
liked. It onght afo to be reguler in ite ontline, and not be split or
divided in ita contre, as many are, but bo compnet, well filled up, and
look like a fenthered eap reaching over the head to protect it

Chain.—The chain or frill is the continuntion of the forwnrd-growing
hood feathers down each side of the neck, The frst dificulty with 5, good
chnin isethe chesk feathers or whiskers growing out agninst it &nd
cansing irregularity in its shape, to obvinte which thoy aro often weeded
otit. The chain should come down on ench side of tho neck s far as
poasible, and, without ** taking hold of the Bill,’* should at least meet in
fromt, hiding the beak ; so thai in a first-rato bird the crown of its head
is alone visible, both beak and oyes being hitlden in feathers. An
open threat is fanliy, sccording to its extont. In birds whose chaing lap
over, it is oot by one side lying right over the other, but by Lhn two
sidos meeting and foreing their way through cach other, which, of conrse,
canses a certain irregularity that cennot be aveided. Otherwise, the
whole potline of hood and chain ought to ba as even as possible. The
feathers forming the hood and chnin should present a smooth surface,
each ono lying in order, and this is the difficnlty with very long-feathered
birds ; the shorter-feathered ones, with hall an inch or moro of open
throat, being much easier to produce good in this respect.

1
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§ Tt will now boe seen how a long neck adds to the appesrance of the jaco-
; bin, and how it gives room for a display of chain. TLet s short-necked
\ one b mover so good in hood and chain, it looks very mean beside an
soquelly well furnished long-necked one. "l'hu onds of the ohain must

\ e beautifnlly round at the bottom, and so commencs the tippet.

b Tippet.—This is formed by the feathors growing backwards ‘over the
shonlders and back. It onght to bo fall and convex in shape all routd,
and the longer and fuller in feather o bird s, tho botter it gvill be in thia

I property,

Rmu.—tlp;msnd to the theory thet the patfect jacobin should have g
clean divisionof the feathers at the back of its neck, port growing for-
ward to form tha Nood nnd chain, and park backward to form the tippet,
ia the fact, that on each side of tho neck tho fenthers grow out all
round from n centre, os on the head of the trnmpeter. The formation of
the roso may be well scen in a young bird na it gradually feathers in the
nest, When sbout three woeoks old, ihe young one which will become pood
when matured, has a perfectly formed roso on each side of its neck, the
feathers at the top of which become the mane. % maturity, the roso
should appear as an oval.shaped spot of white dows, hollow in the contre,
in those colours which have o white under-down to®the feather, as red
and yellow. In blacks, the downy part of the feather is not white, but
of & wedinm tint; buot, althongh the black canmot therefors have such
2 Sontrast in colonr between the chain and roso, the formation of the
latter should be correct.  The formntion of hood, chadin, tippet, and
mans may be allevery good, and yebt the rose may bo fanlty from an
awkward feather or tweo standing up in the contre of it, the removal of
which canzes all to lunk.wc'lL

Mane—Tho feathers forming the mane have no connecotion with thoso
of the hood, but grow from low down om each side of tho neck, being
those ghich take an upward direction from the centre, known na tha rose.
They ought to fall in with tha sweep of the hood and tippet, filling up
the cavity which, but for them, would exist. A good mano is diffionlt
to get, as, instead of ita ridgo being sharp and even, ono of tho sides
forming it often presses down the other, comsing a twisted mane; or

A
— l sach side may foree itsclf throngh the other nt some patt, and a0 apoil

the hogged appearance it ought io have. And the feathers forming the
l “  mane are also movable by the bird at will, so that what may be a good

JEE) :
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mano ot ong time, is, at another, only & mass of rongh feathers, The
oatline of the hood and maue should form part of a cirele, and the
deeper in feather o jacobin is from ridgo of mane to bottom of chain,
and the brogder from front I:,--l’ chain to tippet, the better, for all of,
which -n.]uu:.: neck is of the prestest consequonce. 'The great difficnlt
is to got the whole formation even in ils outline, and fiem fn toxturo as
well, for, the feathers being long, soft, sund silky, they ace gonorally
inclined to be loose. o

Colour.—Tho chief colours of the jecobin are rod, yollow, and black,
and for tho most part theyare of gogd quality. Before the iftreduction
of certain foreign pigeons, jnoobing "wore indood vegarded ns sometimes
perfect in colour ; but I have mever sson any with i same Instrs and
fatty quills about the under body, as I have referred to whon writing of
the gwallow, and which the Smyrna turbiteons have in perfoction. The
red, yellow, and black, which is the ordor in which jacobins oxist at
present a3 regards quality in properties, nre, however, gonerelly good,
end gometimes very good In colour, though not nhsolutely perfoct when
compared with tur¥itoens. The thigh and vent feathers ought to bo as
lustrons s the wing coverts, though they often fall away in reds and
yellows to o ball 43 and sometimes to o mere groy, which ia an indica-
tion of bad colour elsewhere. Tho neaver the thigh and vent fenthers
approach the colour of the wing coverts, the botter will ba tho eclour
thronghgut. There are blue and silver jacobins, but, so far, thoy do'hot
approach the red, yollow, and black, in quality. Mottles also exist, and
they are an old variety, being mentioned by Moore. Mottles are chiefly
reds, and, while retaining the white head, Nights, and tail, they should
be marked na moch as possible with single coloursd feathers over o whito
ground. TPore whites are favourites, and ]mmqunfa difienliy.in regard to
pearl eyes, being inclined, like other pure white pigeons, to be hazel o
broken in the irides. Whon whites have a eoloured feathor or twg in the
bood or chain, the pearl eye generally accompanies thom ; and na it is
impossible to detect the removal of o fow feathors, what appear to be
whita jacobins at shows are not always so in reality, In oﬂl'vuu]nm'n, the
ehief are the strawberry or sandy, of varions shades ; dans ; rod and yellow
chequers ; un oecasional red or yollow mealy, with diatinet wing bars;
and the very dark chequer or bad black, which, whils often of & fair black
on the wing coverts, is of blue grey on the thighs and vent. Theso are

‘1



The Facodin. 207

all the result of erossing tho blaek, red, sud vellow, or the produce of
gonnd ocolours and such ns thomselves, The first oroas of black and red
in all vavietios of pigeons, oven in these of superlative colour, often results

L strawherry, which is necordingly neeful in breeding baek o thess

colours, and especially to the black. [t :'I.ﬁ{:pg‘{ilh{‘r deponds, howavop, on
how the strawborey itself may havo beem bred, whother or not it may ba
a good match for somo of the solid colours, its indiseriminate use belng
calealated to spoil good coloura, I !:m-u'tinuwn n patr u‘ rad jncobins
produce red, yollow, black, and don young ones in ono season.  Thiz was
on acconn® of the way they wers pred, tho ook being from a red and
black, and the bon from a red and #yellow.

Marking.—The feobin, in common with mony other varicties of faney
pigeons, none of whieh have any conneotion with it, cxeept that, as I
beliove, they all descended crviginally from n common origin, is marked fn
the way ealled buld headed. It has been so for at lenst two hundred
years. Many instances ocour fo me of bald-hendod pigeons being pro-
duced from n seli-colonred bird when mated with o puro white. The
ficst pair of pigoons I over possessed, which I boug for sizpence while
thay were still unhatehed, and which I saw in the nest day by day as
they feathered, wera a pair of baldbeads—a bluo ®od o red—and wers
bred from a whole-colonred red eock and white hen. They were common
pigeans of mixed race, and they certainly may have had baldbend tumblee
bl#od in them, but T think it unlikely. The yonng ones had veryJow-cut,
slobbered neeks, ond I merely montion them to show that & coloured bird,
mated to a pure grhite, often breeds coloured young ones with whito
points. As I writo there ia o similar instance in my pigeon honse. A
pura white peak-headed cock common pigeon, with an appearance of fantail
blood, mated with a whole dun tumbler hon, nged ns foedors, have a
pair of their own young ones ready to fly, their opre not Iinving been
I'-':mns:gd. One ia o bloe boldhend and the other a dun Laldhead, such
auother pair as thoso I began the faney with, thirty years age, when
nged seven. Again, when passing throngh Leadenhall Murket, ong
gummer, T saw a cage containing two or threo dozen of bLloe and blao
chequered dovehonse pigeons, among which waa one with cloan white head
and flights. I looked at it particularly, aod felt eertain it was of tho
same ruce as the rest. Tt was, most likely, the produce of o Llne nod o
white, or albino, such a3 may be found in almost any field dovecote, In
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fuct, & colonrod body with whito points may be fonnd in many domestic
animals, such as horses, dogs, and rabbits, and waa donbiless originally
produoed from the cross of solf-colonrs with albinos. T merely montion
all this because somo pmlﬂn refer the marking of the jacobin to the
bl !Lﬂ-ﬂ.ded tumbler, whila nut.hu:lg is more certain than that it cuuld
hovo bex produced withont any admixture of alien blood.

The head of the jacobin onght to be white, above a line running from
the mounth across tho u:;us._’ﬂ-;)l:h mandibles aro white in rich-coloured
reds and yellows; but a high-cut black bhas often the lower mandible
golonred, or partly so. THere is o patoral line between the" eyos and
mouth, which serves as n guide for* morking ; at the some time o fow
of tha short feathora below this line are gonerally white, or, if not, n fow
of thozo above it are sometimes coloured, for it is difficnlt to get the
marking quito exact. When the white comes below the oyes, or noy woy
down the throat, the bird is low-cnt, certainly no great eyesore in o first-
class bird, which will never show it noless ite chein bo opened ont. But
the high-cut marking is what iz desired, The flight {eathers ghounld be
white to the furn,®snd the tail with ita coverts nlso white. All elso
should bo colonred, thongh even in the darkest thighed and vented birds
there i3 generally sfme white whera tha thizgh feathera finish off at the
hocks, When this can only be detected by handling it is no grent fanlt.
It was for some timo s very difficult matter to gob full-flighted, high-cut,
dark-thighed birds, becanse so many wera low-cut and white-thich#d ;
but doring the last few yeara there has been nn immense progross mado
in the deszired marking. I howe seen jacobing importgd from the Conti-
nent beantifully marked, thoogh not to be compared with our own in the
more important points of the breed; af the same time, I believe foreign
blood has been nsed here, during the past t.mnﬁr yenrs, in bringing the
jacobin to its present hizgh qunality.

Formerly, the carrier, pouter, and short-faced tumbler were the only
varietics regarded in this country as high-clpss pigeons, The jneobin,
turbit, &e., were toys. Ideas have changed, and the jacobin is now
regarded as o vory high class pigoon. Not only ia it full of propertios
diffienlt to broed, buot it i one of the mest beantiful pipeons known, and
a generel favourite, T dislike placing the diffcrent warieties of pigeons
in any order of merit, and will only say that, in my opinion, it ranka
among the first four, leaving other fanciers to plosse themaclves,

L
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£ Tho jacobin is known in France as the Pigeon Nownain, or Pigeon
s \\ Nomnain Capuein. A variety mentioned by Doitard and Corbis as the

] i Neonnain Mawrin i dosoribed aa followa: * Tt 14 black, with the head,
\ tail, and Hight white, It is of a size above tho ordinary nuns' (Non-
;lez'w.r. i.e, jacobins), *appronching to that of pontors. It has, like the
Iai¥or, tho habit of inflating its throat o little, Tt has an elegant form,
' and the rafl of feathers raised gracefully, but it is not vory productive.'®
Dixon, in his * Dovecote and Aviary,'" quotithy from Temminek, mistakos
this variety for a nun, thoe name having mislad him. In Irance nuns
aro stylod Plgeons Coquilles—shell-headed pigodns.
' In Germany, the jacobin is chiefly Lnown as the Periickenlaube, or wig
pigeon, of which twers are soversl sub-varietics, T have seen solf-
coloured blacks, all colours of bald-headed with feathersd logs, also
most of tho baldhead colours with both featherod legs nnd rose on
the forehead, liko o priest pigeon. None of these equal our birds in
quality, and the lazt named, being cvidently dorived from o cross with
the snb.varietios of the trumpeter, have thick bodies, and aro looked
on in Germany, nccording to Priitz, as the caunso of tho true breed
having become “ worsted in all its properties,” as old Moore said,
when writing of the roff. ®

i
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THE A!':RICAP'.’ OWL PFG.EO;’.'I.’. i
. ]
Tae African owl pigeon may bo faken as the chief represemtative of
the race of frill-breasied, gulleted, ronnd-headed# down-faced pigeons, -
becanse it comes nearest to the idesl standard of perfection which fanciers I

have agreod npon ns being the correct typo of the whele family in ita i
various sub.varicties. This race of pigeons is not only one of the
most original, but it is one of the most beaubful and engaging, its
varieties boing general favonrites. Some of the countries bordering
on the Mediterrnesn Sea wonld secm to bo the home of this family
of pigecns, s those we had in this conntry, or from France and Germany,
before the introdmetion of Tunis owls and Turkish frilled pigeons, wore
yery much inferior in many respects, Thore is only a meagre account
of them in cor early litersture. Willoghby enys: * Turbits, of tho
meaning and original of which nnme T must eonfess mysalf to be ignocant :
thoy have a very shork thick Bill, like that of & Bullfinch ; the crown of
their head is flat and depressed ; the feathers onthe Dreast reflected both
ways., They are sbout the bigness of the Jacobines, or o little bigger.
1 take these to be the Candy or Indian doves of Aldrovand, tom.®
2 pp. 477-478, the Low Dateh Cortbol.'" A naturalist, doeceibing the
turbit at the present time, might give a similar deseriplion, the head
being ** flat and depressed’’ in the great mnjority. From the follo®ing I
acoonnt of the turbit and owl, by Moore, the description of o Intier
being the first notice by name there is of it, it will he seen how muaoh ha
s indebted to Willnghby, who wrote about sixty years befors him

¢ The Tirbil.—The Reason, why this Pigeonis so nam'd by the English,
I cannot by any Meuns account for; the low Duteh call it Cort-boke or
Shorl-bill upon the Account of ihe Shortness of its Deak. Tf ia & small ) i
Pigeon very little bigger than o Jacobing, its Beak i very short like o ;
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Pariridge, and the shorter the bettor ; it has o round button Head, and
tho Feathors on the Breast open and reflect both Ways, standing oub
almost like a Fringe or the Frill of & modern Shirt; this is call'd the
Furle, and the more of il the Bird has, the more it is admiz'd. As for
the Feather, their Tail and Back of tho Wings onght to bo of one ontjro
Colour, az bloe, black, red, yellow, dun and somotimes chnqu.ur'd; tho
flight Feathers and all the rest of the Body shou'd bo white. Thoy nrd
s very pretiy light Pigecn, and if na'd to Il;?r-'hnu young, some of thom
make very good flyers. T hove seen o Flight of them kept by one Girfon
that won'd ®monnt almost high as Tamblers. * There are of this Sorb
all white, black, and blue, which by o Mistake are often call'd and taken
for Owl="" o

¢ The Owl,.—This Pigeen is in make snd Shapo like the former, except
that the npper Chap of its Beak is hookt over like an Owl's from whenoe
it has its Name, Itz Plumage i3 alwaye entirely white, blus, or bleck.""

Moore also mentions, when writing of the disease called the vertigo :
1 ones had a Turbit, of the Owl Kind, taken with it in a violent
Manner." -

There is oo mention of the gullet or crest in this deseription; the
koad, howaver, is enid to bo rownid, and it was not the ahoulder marking
alona that copstituted o torbit, as it might be self-coloured. The differ-
enea Gptwoon the turbit and owl seemed fo be only in the beal.

(" reading the deseriptions of tho turbit and owl in the Tregtise of
1765, which are very much more extensive than Moore's, it would appear
that sither gome regont importations of finer owla had been made, or that
breeders hed effected great improvements on the old stock. The illustra-
tions accompanying the descriptiona differ very little in their ontlines ;
both are plain beaded, exnctly flike fn benk, that of the owl not heing
hooked, the chief difference lying in the torbit's head being very round,
wittle the owl is rather Hat-crowned. The author saya: “ Tho owl ia,
pecording to Mr. Moore, n small Bigeon, very little larger than a jacobing,
which might be their size in his time; but at present ihoy are bronght
to such perfestion, that they aro harndly, if anything, larger l-'hﬂ.'ll‘l o
vory small tumbler. . . . Ii= plumage is alwnys of one cotire colour, as
white, o Aue sky-blue, black, and yellow, &c., cxeopt some that are
chequered. The blue ones should have black bars crosa the wings ; and
the lighter they are in colour, particnlarly in the hackle, the more they

P2 -
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are valned.” Ho mentions the gullet ** reaching down from the beak to
the frill,”* both in tho owl and terbit, and that the latter, whon rod and
yellow, had white, not colonred tails, For about s hundred yeara after
the preceding wuun'ritlnu,ur_till whout 1860, there seoms to have heen ng
improvemont moda in pigeons of the owl tribe in England ; T rather thi'n'k
they mnat have Iost qoality from neglect. Me. Joyne says the African
Swl was nsed as part of the composition of tho short-faced tnmbler, bat
the record o‘f how ond when®s lost. Alr. Fulton says in his book that a
Dundee fancier had African owls in 1838, and that thoy were brought to

this country by his brothior. Fromg what T was told by the Raid fancier
years ago, I could never believe #he pigeons in question woro African
owls. In 15835 he wonld bo about twenty yeara of nge, and his elder
brother, who was not o seafaring man, having cccasion to make a voyage
to the Baltie, brooght home with him some coloured-tailed white owls,
regarding which & Danish gentlemnn enid thet he doubted if they were
up to the standard of an English turbit. No one seoming to care for
goma that he had imported, he retorned them.

&0 much for th® pigeons imported into Dondes in 1833, Thoy wero 4
donbtless the coloured-tailed white owls, which Messes. Baily and Son
have ofter imported and eold as Meeves, I beliove, and which bear abont
the szme relation to African owls that skinnums do to earriors.

Cmly latoly there was a notice of this breed in tho Fanciers® Chgoniele,

It wps nbont the year 1858, that the first pair of African owls lafown
to the present goneration of British pigeon fanciers, was imported into
this conniry. They were exhibited at the Crystal Balace show by their
importer, Mr. E. V. Harcourt, and the description of them in The Field
newspaper of 22nd January, 1858, is the following : ** Owls (all colonrs)
well represented ; but the best pair of owls in®the show was certainly o
pair of whites, in the cless for other varisties, nnder the namoe of * Booz "
pigeons from Tunis.!" Since thon thousands of thesa heantifal igeslli
bave been imported from the North of Africs, chiefly, T believe, from
Tunis, The Iate Mr. John Baily, jun., who, with his father, did a Inrge
hu;inn!a in cxporting and importing fancy pigeons, informed me thot
thess beantiful birds were bred, ke nnderstood, abont ' the mosques in
Tunia, and allowed to pair together na they liked. If this is so, they
must certainly Lo the only varicty there, or the breed conld not ba kept
pure. As far ne I know, no experienced fancice has yot visited Tnnis, so
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we have but little information regarding these bivds, and can only judge
of them ns they appear. How they originated or came to be loeated in

\ Tunia is & mystery. The great proportion of those broughit to this conntry

are quito worthless in comparison with the gelect [ow in each shipment,
gothat Mr, Buily told me that latteely it did not pay to import them, as,
when tho one or two good onoes had been picked ont, the rest were uwnsale-
able. From the carcless trostment they gooorally get on the voyage, ai
well as from tho fact that & great proportion f them arrive jn their nest
feathers, eapker and other diseases of the hoad and throat are very pre-

valont smong those that como to thisscountry, $o that T bave lmown only ,

gomo ten or fifteen per cont. of o Mt snrvive the first month of their

residence here. 'l'htzy are vory delicate pigoons, but when neclimatised
arg feirly bardy and good broedera. I have bred them both here and in

Indis, where they do very well.

In detailing the propertics of the African or Tunisinn owl, I may say
that the nearer all the frill-breasted gulleted pigeons approach its ideal
standard of conformation, the better they aro.  Some fanciers agree with
me, others do not. Under epch wvariety I shall dnsﬁrihc the wvarions
differences of feather, size, &ec., which constifute them separate breeds.

Size.—The African owl is the smallest domestic Pigeon known., A
good pair will weigh about o pound, aod hens are sometimes found not
over geven onnces in weight. Tho smaller they aro the more they are
'ml.u'Tc-d, if pood in the various propertics which constitute the breed.

Bhape.—Short in neck, brond-chested, short in fliphts and tail, the logs
long enough to make the thighs visible in profile, the back rather hollow,

and the rump rather full, .
¥ Carriage very ercet, tho head earried well up, and the chest full nnd

prominant.

— {fr-:rd as ronnd ag possible, both from the nape to the boak wattle, and
from exp to eye.  The provailing fanlt in the head is more or less Oatness
on the crown, and there ia oftem & prominence at the back, which is

. : undesirable, The forehead very broad ; the chesks full. .

7 Beak, short and thiok ; the upper mandible ns moch as poszible in the

gamo curve o3 the head, g0 that from the nape to the point of the beak o

half eirels should he deseribed. The under mandible shonld approsch the

upper in consistency as moch as possible, and 6t closely to it, or, in the
language of pigeon fanciers, tha beak shonld be * boxed.”  The culy dif-

-




oT4 Fancy Pigeons.

ferenco betwoon the owl and turkit, necording to Moore, wis in the boak, f
the npper mandible of the former being ** hookt over liko an owl's, from ; ,/‘
wheneo it has ita name.''  Tho uppoer mandible in all pigeons is inclined

to overlap tho under morg or less, and in tho race under roview ik o
somctjmes docs so very considerably, from the formation of the hgad / !
and beak; but I bave found that when it doos, it is genorally owing to

a weak noder mandible, while I have also found that birds s0 [ormed
are much fgonbled with wermin, being noable to keep themselves free
from them, like short-faced tumblers, whose beaks bove beon distorted
o in the process of head rg!u,-L']-Eug;. Tie upper mwandible of o pigeon bas no
indopondont motion, and iz not joihted like that of a parrot, which can
more its upper besk at will, go thet, thongh mueh hooked, it can Iny

hold of anvthing small. The best noder mandibled African owls I have
goan werg not much hooked in the upper beak. The pieture of an owl in
the Trentise of 1765 does not represent a bird with a hoolzed beak, nor
has Mr. Lodlew in M. Falton's book represonted any of this family of
pigeons s0. Tho mandililes may never be complotoly boxed, but the
nearer they are Jo, the better in my opinion. Tho mouth shonld be
wide and deep in the head.

Eye shonld he 18rge, prominent or bolting, and placed in the centre of

the head. The irides are hazel or **bull' in whites, and orange or
yollow in eolonred birds.

Beaw and eye wattles vory considerably in birds of the sama fnmﬂv
A moderate amount ia natural, and therefore allowable. Tho beak wattls
thickens with age, and so long ns it does not stand ont much beyond the
curve of the skull, it cannot be objected to. Neither the beak nor eye
wattles ghonld be roogh end lnmpy, nﬂnurﬁa-u they give coarseness to =

-

owle and their varicties. L
Gullet is o thin transparent skin flling up the hollow of tho throat, -

commencing on the nnder mandible as far forward as the feathogs Hr'nw,

and reaching, in & good bird, to the top of the frill. This property can

ba goen whenever a bird is batched, if the beak be gently raised. Ihis "2

abont the last part of & bird to bo covercd with feathiers, and [ may say )

here that pigeons of the owl tribe feather differently from all othe

pigeons, the sides of tho breast festhering hefors tho frill makes ita
appearance, and the contre of the breast remaining bare for abent throa
waeka from the date of birth. The longer and deoper the gullet is, the
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better, and if it is oot present in a bird when batched it never comes
later. With age it genorally thickena at its junction with the lower man-
dible, forming thore n little lump, which is, in fact, o jow-wottle, This

sgives a fuluesy to & bicd's appearance, ;t}ut it connot be pgot on o
ygung one,  Gulleb, to n moro or leas extent, ia seen sometimos in ':urir.":ul
kinda of pigeons; but the owl tribe and Mahomet are the only races in
which it is rogardod as necessary., In thom it is n beautilul propertd,
giving thom that breadth asross the neck i‘n.prv;ﬁln which adds so much
to their appearance, and without which they feil to look well.

Frill is 1{0 proporty in which thegAfrican owl is most deficient. Gireaty
nombers have been imported ontirety wanting in this necessary ndorn-
mient, while tho most have far too little of it. Sueh frills as the wonderfal
whizkerod owla hinve are nover seon on Afrioan owls,  The frill ought to
spread out on exch sida of the breast, the more of which it covera the
better, nnd it iz formed by the feathers composing it growing out in all
directions. It onght not to lie in nny particular position, but stand out
from tho breast roughly, ns I have sttempted to show in my deswing.
Tho more confusedly tho feathers forming it grow fho botter it looks.
Wheore it joins the gullet it ought to divide and sprend to right and left,
and so form the Agure of & eross. Heneo this rece s sometimes called
“eross "' pigeon in Germany {Krewz-faube). None of the owl tribe, with
the exception of the whiskered owl, to be afterwards described, are yet
coftiplete in this beantiful property, and when they will be it i impossibla
oven to guoss, for their standard of perfection i ono so complex and
diffienlt of attninment, that to haveall of it faicly good, ia a3 hard o task
as the whole fancy presents, excepting the standard of no voriety whot-
aver,

Ltge and feet small and neat, bright red in colonr, and free of festhers
froo the hocks down.

-C{nfgtlr, #clf coloured white, blue, and black, It will be noticed that
Moore hag mentioned these eolonrs ns those of the owl, and that othor
colonra were not mentioned &l thirty years later. Tho mn.]'nriEy of
African owls ne imported are whites, and black snd blne pieds, whole
blaea and blacks being, howover, not uncommon. The nnmber of splashed
birda that come woold favonr tho idea, from their appenrance, that no
regard is paid to the matching of them for colonr. The only apparent
regular markivg is white, with black or bloe tail ; bot nut'hjng'ogmm

-
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oftener from a pure white and whole blug or black than such marking.
From the fact of my having bred pure white, wholo blue, and black and
blue splashes, from a black tailed whito cock and blue tailed white hem, 1 )/
think that if My, Bnily wig, uob well informed when he told mo hows

theee rl'gl.‘ﬂu:'- are bred in Tunis, very little regard to colour mugt

bo given in matching them, Ne reds nor yellowa have been bronght

hbro, eo far as I koow, nor evon moalies, tho origin of theso colonra;

but I would expect to ﬁnl;}':m oceasional mealy were I to visit the

native place of these pigeons, ns such o oatural variation s very likely F
io bave been produced. I onco hadss bluo hen, an imported bird, from
Messra. Baily, with most of the M1l white. I consider this morking
s vory snitable one for the colonred owl, and I and inclined to think
that the bird I had was not a mere chance production, for 1 find notice
of the eame marking in Nenmeister's book among the {rilled pigecns,
all of which, whether solf coloured or turbit marked, go by the names
of Mivchen (seagulls) in Germany, so thai the blue shonldered variety
seeme to have given the name to the entive fomily, The blue Tunis owl
is often of a good®deep sound coloor, with jet blnck bars, and is also
frequently of a smoky tint, the evident resalt of boving been erossed with
the black, The blMck is generally of o dull colour, showing barsof o
darker hue, and is never of such intonsity and nccompanied with esuch
lustre a3 is seen in other warieties, I should imagine thers ares blué
chequess among these pigeons, but T have not seen sny. The colotrs
of the African owl, as far as known here, are, therefors, the original blue,
and albinos, and melancids, as found in most, if not allslomestic animnls,
and black ard bloe splashes. But although the artificial colours, the
result of extended breeding on the part of fancicrs, sre nunkoown in this
breed, ita form is sometimes fonnd in snch perfandnn that, with tho excep-
tion of morn frill, it may be said to beas complate o pigeon as wo kondw of.

Small gize boing & desiderstum in the Tunis owl, and tho henjn

kinds of pigeons being less than the eock, tho former gencrally comes
Beargt perfection than the Iatter for this resson; bubt what gives o better
iden than anything else of the high state of breeding fomnd in this
voriety, is, that the bens are equal to the cocks in oll that goes to
make a perfect bird—n most rare thing to find in other varieties of
frilled and gulleted pigeons. I have an idea that red and yellow African
awls may yet appear, for the interior of Tonis is pot as yet much known
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to Enropeanz ; and I cannot but beliove that if, as Mr. Baily told mo,

exportors have to employ & man about the mosques to enteh such fine

birds as wao havo already received, others, showing still moro of the
» breeders' skill, must be in existonco in thy hands of fanciors.

o The Germans havo namod the Tunis owls Eyuplische Mivchen (Egyptinn

sen gulls).
-

e T Ay

s CHAPLER LXV.

THE ENGLISH OWL PIGEON.

Tue English owl, ns it oxisted at the time the African variety was intro-
duced, conld not be found so good in owl properties as ab present, so that
tha difference betweon the two varieties was then more marked than it
is now. The improvement has been effected by erfsing with the Tunis
breed. Thers are not two standards for owls as regards sbape of hend
and beak, gullet, frill, &e. The difference bofween the two wvarietics
coneists only of #izre and greater variety of colour.

®  [S=e.—The English owl is wanted as large as possible, so thet it may
phesent o contrast with the African, as the pouter does with tho pigmy
ponter. To gain size, it is said that crossing with the short-laced Ant-
warp, which is «f owl descent, bns been resorted to, and that the barb
has been nsed to give breadth of skull. T have seen English owls with
more beak and eyewattle than the pure breed could, in my opinion, have,
and which, instead oi‘-hm"i.ng had their valng cnbaneed thereby, onght to
bave been disqualified when exhibited, or at least ipnorad. I boliovo a
'ma,ej_iou has lately sot in agningt cxeessively wattled owls.

Colosr,—The English owl is sell eolonred, and exista in white, blaclk,
red, yellow, dun, blue, silver, and in varions off colours, as menlies and
chequers. Splashed owls are not regarded, except it may bo lmn'llr, or
ns stock birds. Tho bloes and silvers are chiefly fanciod and bred, and
the best English owls are of these colours. The blue should be of a
deep, sound, rich colowr, even in tone, with broad black wing and tail
bars, and dack haokle, lnstrons with green and purple boes. The silver
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ghonld ba of a light ereamy dun body colour, with very dark dun wing
nnid tail bars, morping into black, and with lustrons dun hackle, Whits
rumps in both aro fanlty, but cannot be regarded in blue and silver
pigeons a3 of the samo degrop of magmitnde that they would in the
Bn]ui,ou'lmlra Tha ehief de fﬂctq are indistinetness and boad colonr of,
wing 1"‘Lr-i ticked or glightly chequered wing coverts, sometimas uhumn"
indfeations of & third bar, and too light body colonr and haokles, throngh
erogsing with the pewdored 5:-{,11.'::'5 and silvora ; which latter, ns varietios
of the blues and szilvers, r-:qu.u‘n specinl montion, as they hovo o history
of their own. .

A3 the anthor of the °f Treatiso o Pigeons ™ (1765) says, reparding
blae owls, * the lighter they are in colour, r':l.rl:h'.:t!nrry in the hackle,
the moro they are valued,”" o distinetion not recorded by Moore thirty
years previonsly, and, as the trone Mahomet pigeon, wnknown to Moore,
was well deseribed by the author of the above gquotation, I have thonght
that it had been made use of in his tima to produco the colonr known as
powdered blue, na it certainly has of late years. The powdered blue
and silver English os of our day were, however, bred in London abont
the year 1855, according to a letter oxtant in the Live Stock Jouwmal
of 1875, =igned HaPrison Weir, who states therein that they were
prodoced by himeelf and the late Matthew Wicking. When requested by
me, in the same publication, to stato how they were brod, if it was no
geeref, Mz, Weir made no sign. I have considered that tho uppeﬂmuﬁ:
in Lendeon of o pair of trone Mahometa ahout the yenr 1850, na mentioned
by Brent, had some conpection with the powdered owlasvhich appeared
eoon afterwarda. That they sported from common bloes is very unlikely ;
but from the long monsy fages and freedom from g'Ellut of nny I over snw,
they might have beon bred from the CGermnn oo pigecn, which has much

of the same colouring a5 the Aahomet. Tho late Mr. James Wallnee ui'.

Glasgow, with the Masbhomet pigeon already mentioned by me, III.;II] n
blue English owl, bred beauntifolly powdered birds, wanting the frill,
wh:leh}m recovercd by the next crosa of these half breds with bluo owls,
thoogh ot the expense of some colonr. Those quarter bred Mahomets
were equal in powder and better owls than any of Mr. Weir's breed [
ever saw, Some mystery scemed to be mado ont of the produetion of tha
powdered owl in London ; bub there is really no mystery in the matter,
for, even il it wns not prodnced as I say, similar colonred and better
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owls can ba go prodnood.  Thst the snmo kind of owl existed in the lnst
eontary seoma likoly, and in the year 1824, Boitard and Corbie published
tho following in Parls, * Pigeon Crovate Anglais; colwmba furbifa
anglica ; En anglafs, Turbil pigeon. . . . plomoage entirely amothyst
Jbhne with b wele bars on #he wings, ‘Ihis protty variety is vory purg, for
|t, cannot be crossed with another variety without entively l'qan its
colour.” Like tho German writers, Doitard and Corbio do not distingfish
bebweon owls and turbits—all aro Pigeon Fl. Cravate, l|.'|i! above, thongh
ecallod the torbit, cannot read ns ;e['m;m# to o turbit Mmarked pigeon ;
such matking, with blue and othey coloured Mantenne, thoy alao deseribe,
I underatand it to moesn & solf woloured very light blue pigeon, tiint
could not bear ftossing without losing ita peounliar coloor, which is tha
charnctoristio of the English powdered owl. It may bo that the French
bed, in 1524, such pigoons na pro desoribed in our Troatise of 17635,
which they called Cravete Anglais, nnd that from them wore descended
the London powdered ewls of Iate years.

8o long a3 the powdered owl was considered of an originsl colour
it was worth while preserving; but, ns it s, a® ita best, enly half
powdered in comparizon with the Mahomet, I see no roason why aoy
gpeeial valne shonld be put on it, more capecinlly aa it is inforior in owl
properties to the best bloes and silvers. The eclour in perfection should
bedhe same as that of the Mahomet in the blue, and the silver should
foar tho relation to it thet the commen silver doca to the common blue,
the same as in the ice pigeons.  As for red and yellow English owls, they
ara inferior to 4o blues and silvers, probably on account of no Afriean
owls of these colonrs ever having renched ns with which o improve them.
T have seen and had rod and yellow owls of good coloar, however, and
they probahly mpr{:ae‘nl’:nd tha bread asit existed in Englend when the
Treatine of 17656 was written. Twenty years ago I had one pair of yellow

'ma;t:cul owls, marked nearly as oxactly as the show mottled tumbler

onght to be. I received them from Glasgow, but thoy were imported
from the continent, T believe. Whole eoloured owls, excepting ’f-hﬂ wing
bars, which aro white, are mentioned by tho German writers ; also white
ones with eolonred tails, and colonred onea with white tails.

The standard of the owl requires n emooth head, sa o crost, and
especially & peak crest, from ita formation, takes much from the roond-
ness of the head. Still, peak crested owls nre not nncommon, and I
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hiawe known very good ones brod from the best Llue English owls, Slf
coloured, peak crested, bluck, red, and yellow owls are somotimes called
whola coloured, or solid turbits ; but the name turbit iz wsully, and
ought only to be, applied to 1'.'hitu frilled pigeons with eoloured shonlders.,

Thyp !I:I rlish owl being w |,1_-.1._|:'|. large, the hen gencrally fails in ﬂ_'n-;
respiet !'rc-rn looking =0 well as the cock, for the same resson ns in t'llu:u
Afrfean breed she often excels him ; but in conformation aleo, gho iz
genceally, as 'u'.‘ull other !':iJII,;LT racos except thoe African, much inferipr,
g0 that good hens are rare,

:I']a-:l English owl is o verfoty whichyds now widely spread nuﬁ greatly
fancied, so that choice specimens ah very valwable., There is little
donbt that it owes all its quality to the African '|:ar|'_"|:|,'|,‘nu-:3 that but for
it, it wonld not be what it is. There were no such English owls as exist
now twenty years ago, and much #till romains to be done with them,
for until both cocks mnd hons that will bear comparizon with the little
foreigners, in all but size, are produced, they cannot be erid to have
reached their beat state.

Hitherto, the sopp®y of African owls from Tunis has not failed ; baot
ghounld it do so, it is & question if they would continue to oxist in this
country for any lenghh of time, on account of tha delicney of the breed.
If they conld not be kai-:t up here, unless by constant importations, it is

an additional renson why the lerge English owl shonld bo cnltivated.
-
-
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CHAPTER: LXVI.

THE WHISKERED OWL. .

Tuts beantiful variety is of n modinm size, botween the Afriean snd
Englie.l: owls. Those T have seen were whole blme in colour, with the
usnal black wing and tail bars, In head, beak, gullet, ond genernl owl
properties they counld only be callod passable, and conld not bo com-
pared with the African variety. In frill, hewever, thoy were extraor-
dinary, their breasts being coverced with it from butt to butt of wings.
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The frill also resched up boelow tho throat, and dividing to right and
left, was continvned almost round the neck. I underatand that in some of
thom it actnally goca quite round the neck, ‘These pigeons aro called
Chineszn gulls in Germany (Chinesiache J'F'i‘rn'.f.':w':l, nnd the only account
LOf them I have found is by Neumotster and Priits, as follows : . "

% The Chinose gull is somewhet larger, but not so finely built as the
Egyptisn goll (Tunia owl). The he:xur.ii&l]:r archoed bead i3 gmooth Bnd
not so angular, but ronnder ; the strong bill, somewhat egooked in fromt,
is :l.].i'l.t]i‘. longer, in tho form of a parrot's bealk, with which bird this
pigeon has muoch resemblance in smany rospects, na, namely, in bearige,
neck, nnd eyes, The cye is Inef, the iris orango coloured and very
lively. The bredst fs full, the neck short and powerfnl, the pinions rench
to twelve millim. from the ood of the tail. Feet and toes are short and
smooth. The jabif (frill) on the brenst and neck is the most peonliar
thing about thia pigeon. When it stretches its neck thecrop is invisible,
a4 it is hidden behind tho so-called eravatle. This cravalte is formed by
geversl rows of feathers, whioh stand upwards oo the under side of the
neck, Iying elosely to each other from one side to tRo other. Procecding
from this, tho jabit goes downwards to the middle of the breast, forming
& rosette. The feathers from this point radiato to all gides, reaching
almost over the breast and offering o beantifol sipht.  ‘This pigeon beeame
knovn in Germany only a few years ngo, and, thereforn, tho price for o
phir is gtill rather high. It is found in blue with blsclk bags, black,
yellow, silver grey, nnd sometimes whito.

 I. Destriveanx, a fancier in Paris, who neeidentally eamo into poa-
sesgion of o prir, originated the pame Chineso gulls. There oxists o
certnin obsourity about tho descont of these pigeons: hewever, they pro-
bably owe their nrigin'am:'l propogation to chanco, Somo ships laden with
sugar, returning from the Enst Indies, bronght, shortly after 1850, &

“largp number of Chinese gulls o Tilsit and Memol, and that in so excel-
lent o plumage s now-a-days is no more to be seen. From thence thess
pigtons came into the South of Germany and disappeared from the
market for o long time, until later they re-appeared in Pariz, from which
place the distinguished fencing master, A. Prosche, in Droaden, pot
possestion of some, nnd ho has bred them successfully for Feara, as wall
a5 the Egyptian (Tonis) owl.'

From the above it ecems that the whiskered owl cannot now be found
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in soeh perfection as when ﬁrnt importod. Tho intoresting secount
of the breed makes one wish to know moro about it, and eapeeinily
ns to wheneo it eame. I hove seon many wariotios snd types of fancy
pigeons in Indin, but none L}E the frilled race, except such as were

im:pnri:ml. from Enrope. There is nothing to conneot the re-appear-,

anca of the whiskered owl in Paris with the Tilsit nnd Momel birda. Thae
Pafis birds may have been a fresh importation, and the name given
l]ll;‘m—Uhiclﬁse‘piguars—mmjfot be a more fanciful one.  However good
the frat nrrivals were—and if better than snch s I have seen, ﬂm} must
bave been very choice birds—thers doubtless exists in the 1:|'1.1|.l:15 of
E:l.:l-l."'.Lr-*J gomewhero & race of most offracrdinary pigeons, compared to
which all other races we know of, are much inferier in jabit or frill,
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L CHAPTER LXVIL i

THE TURBIT PIGEON.

Tng erigin of the name Turbit .:H:t'-mn to bave puzzled our old writdra
on pigeons. 1t i® evidently derived from the Lotin, ns was first pointed
out in the eleventh and last edition of Moubray's Book on Poullry,
odited by Miéall and Horner, and published in 1854, That the torbit
alone, ameong all the varicties of fancy pigeons known in England 200
years aro, shonld have bad o Latin name, has coused mo to think that
@ frill breagted pigeon of some kind may have boen introduwced into this
conntry by the Romans ns the Columba turbate. Willnghby appears to
have been the first writer to use thoe word, and though Turbat would
have been the more correot form, any vowsl wonld have rendered the
gonnd of the nome. Thoe name turkit, therelore, signifies a frillad pigeon
of guy eolour, though wo now nse it only for those that are white with
owloured shouldars. =
There are differsnces of opinion regarding tho formation of tho head
of tho turbit. ] have shewn what the old writera suy about it, and that
Moore particnlarly says it should bo round; while the encliest picture
of a turbit T koow ofl—that in the Treatize of 1765—shows o pigeon
rather ronnder in head than the owl in the same book. It iz a fauli too
often fonnd in frilled pigeong—the choice African owl included—to bo
*flat on the crown; but although there is no differenco spocified in any
old 1.1001\: botwesn the owl and turbit head, some modern writers havo
held for the latter being frog-headed. When or how this iden originated
I cannot trace, unless it was derived from what was publishoed it Paris
by Boitard and Corbio in 1824, Thay eay in their introdnetory notice of
the frilled pigeons : ** Their beak i3 short and head toad-shaped, thak is,
in the pretiiest varieties; the oyes aro extremely projocting in the uppﬂr
part of the skoll, where they form two well marked protuberances, as
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also the bome bohind the head, whish forms n third, which gives their
hend a sort of resemblance to that of a toad."”

I have seen the fror or toad hesd oven more marked in some birds
than this desceription, the head ha.'l.r[u.p; a decided hollow betwoen the two
n:m-" eycbrows, and this was"in the easo of soma birda bred from :1.
mrblt. and African owl. I dislike thia style of head, nud hold with m,n.u;r
farciors, sach as Falton and Caridia, that the nearer the head of a torbit
approaches ﬂﬂl:- of the ideal 01-1 the botter it is. The owl type is that
most diffienlt %o abtain, for |t- can seldom be gob very r'nl:u;] it is tha
result of carefnl breeding, ahd never gomes by chance.

"The ideal standard of a turbit, inemy opivion, and in that of many
more who are devoted to this beantiful pigeon, is thefifors exnetly the
samo gs that of the Alrican owl, exeept as to colour and crest.

Size,—The turbit, as it exists, s, evon in small specimens, very much
lInrgor than the African owl, I prefer it small, bub would not have it so
at the saerifice of any property. Genorally spenking it is as large as the
cloan legred flying tumbler. To reduce it motorially in size can only bo
accomplished by cremsing with the Afrienn owl, its undoubted relative.
I kave been doing this for several seasons, with much greater success
then T had hoped tos anticipate, and I believe othors are now adopting
the same mathod. Soch experiments, however, take long to complote,
and o& all the frillad pigeons are, with me, more delicate and apj to
snecnmb vnder that drond disease, inflammntion of the bowels, than nay
other race of pigeons, I have severnl times been thrown back nfter
making a decided sdvance. In crossing with the Africag owl, my object
haz been both to redoce size and improve the turbit in head and beak;
in-fact to hove s peak-hended, coloured-shonldered African owl, which
wonld be, in my opinion, the perfect turbit, .

The Peaked Turbil.—This varicty shonld have n hog manoe running up
the back of its neck, quite unbroken, and ending in n finely-pointed L
cregt, There is muoch to contend with in getting the right penk and
mane, The peak ought to reach higher than the ceown of the head; buk
it ix farcly moro than level with it, and often set so low down in the
neck, that the bird would lock better if altogether amooth-headed. As
the peak crest is formed by the feathers on the nape and thosa on each
#ido of it, all deawing to n fne point, tho bird cannot look o round-
headed as the smooth-hendod owl, A very good peak is sometimes seen
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with no mano on tho baek of the neck, and this form has generally
doep noteh below the peak. Many of the Turkish frilled pigeons are of
this style, which is considerad very fanlty in the English torbit. The

.[.-L-a.l: must not incling to either side of the neck, bot rise straight from
-

tha middle of the napo. .

Mhe Shell Crested Turbit.—This variety, necording to Nﬁumgigtur. is
bred largely in the North of Germany, It is not uncommon in this
conntry ; but it is not so generally fancicd I.'IJ‘I.'! brod as the ]imked, Tha
ghell onght to extend quite romund the back of the lhend and be of the
cupped forh, ns in the swallow pigeon. THe mora extonsive, even in,
ontling, and firm in texture, it ia the bettor. There ought fo be no mane
on the shell crested®turbit,

Many turbits are neither peak nor shell crestod, but something between
the two. Some of these are merely the faally prodoce from pure bred
birds of either varicty ; but crossing the two kinds is apk to rosultin
badly crested birds. They ought, therefors, to be kept distinet, for the
mang i3 diffiealt to mainlain in porfoction,

Colonr.—The torbit shonld be entiroly white with eolonred shonlders.
The wings, including the scapular feathers, with the excoption of the
primary flight feathers, ought to bo coloured, Nothing i3 casier ta get
fairly good, and yet nothing is more difioult to breed to o feathar than
this beantifal marking, The flight feathers, gonerally ton a side, thongh
oceasionally only nine, may ofien be got right; bmt to have fjoedom
from fonl thighs, vent feathers, or nnderbody, on the one hand, and no
whita feathers on the wings, excopt the flights, on the other, is the great
diffienlty. I consider that a bird quiteclean below, with whito wing butts,
locks worse than one free of white on the wings and o little foul bolow,
bocanse bishoped wings®are very glaring. With o full set of white

“flights wa almost invariably find the short eoverts and adjreont fonthors

white, thus giviog a similar cdging to the margin of the wing when
elosed.” To get the spurions wing colonred, which prevents white bntts
when the wing iz closed, is n very diffienlt matter, if the bird is
quite clean below. Formerly black and blue turbits had ealonrad t;ﬂu,
and they often breed young ones with tha tail partly so0, bat the colonred
tail is no longer considered desirnble, TReds and yellowa do so likowisa ;
but in that case, the tail fenthers ara nsnally of a weak half tint only.
It is only lately, owing to keen competition at the numerons shows now

Q .
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held, that great sttention bas Leen paid to proper marking, Not only
in this conntry, but in others where turbit-marlked frillod pigeons are
fancied, foul thighs and vouts have boen vory prevalent, simply besnnse

these natoreal faults hove not beeu considored of grave necount. IE is

g, Gy matter to ﬁrm]'i.u;nlu.sm.‘:]: mismarking when breeding from the
straing that bave it; but onco this is got ¢id of, it is comparatively ellsy
fo maintain elean thizhs and vents in many of tho produce.

The 'l'r[g“:..uica plgeon, in Addition to coloured wings, hns the bead, tail,
and flights coloured, and although it is common ecnough to find this
_varisty fonl below, like thh majority of turbits, I found it Pasy enongh
to breed mony quite clean thighed and vented birds of this breed, by
commenping with snch as wers froa from thesoe feulés?

I have stated that I have crossed the African owl and turbit, and have
mentioned my reasons for deing so. I commeneed by matching a very
fine green-glossed black turbiteen cock to o pure white African owl bem,
and from their young ones I selected o very round headed white cock,
with abont half of ono shonlder black, which was as much colour pa any
of the produecs pessessed, some being pure white. I mated this bizd,
which was smooth headed, like both his parents, to o geod peak headed
black turbit hen of Mr, Hoper's breed.. She was not quite clean below,
being foul vented. The best of the young ones from this pair wes o
smooth headed, almost complotely turbit-marked cock of amall ai.m nnd
good groperties all ovor, I matched him to his mothor, and thoyhnve
bred soveral very small ponk hended birds of first-rate quelity, so well
marked, that when lifted op by the wings, some of them did not show
one fonl feather below. I lost some of the best from inflammation of the
bowels; buot, on the whele, considercd my progress enconraging. I bave
not seen any owl-beaded turbits eo full of glod pointa as tho bost of
those from the lnst-montioned cross. The black turbit hon mentioned
above was purchesed by me at tho celebroted salo of turbits belonping
to Mr. George Roper, at Stevens's sale rooms, in Soptember, 1875, She
i8 u sister of the cock sold on that ccacsion for 24f guineas, snd alter-
winds re-sold for £40; and she fs, like most of the ofher blaoks sold
at the same time, descended from the hen of the first pair of black tar-
biteens which wore imported eight or nine years ago, and which wers pro-

bably superior to any since brought to this country. It was Mr. Fulton ¢

who bred the bird which gave all the quality to Mr. Roper’s black

i
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\ tarbits. This bird was a steawberey cock, and he bred him from a yiellow-

1\. shonldered eock, imported from Germany, I believe, aml the original

* \ peak headed black torbiteon hen, There is, thersfore, & propondorance
of foreign blood in the birds T om writing aliput.

The turbit i fonnd in all the twelve barred, chegnered, nnd. softd
colonrs, mentioned on page 45, but of theso only five—the black, red,
yellow, blug, and silver, nre chielly bred snd ghown.

t Tho black colour, when in porfection, is strongly glossed with o green
metallie Inatgo., Even whon decidedly bad in eolour, o black turbit shows
' any fonl fenthers on thighs or vent fo glaringly, that they tell strongly =
ngainst it in competition with others, sueh ns blaes and gilvers ; and T have
ofton seon spocimens of the latier colours, which wers no botter then
blacks opposed to them, preferred becanse they appeared cleaner thighed
and vented, whoreas they were in reality vory much fouler. But the in-
consistencies of judging at pigeon shows are too well known, and they
often arise from too little timo being nllowed the judge, or from his horry
to leave. The best black turbits I know of, are thoze of Alr. Roper'a
gtrain, now widely distributad. I hove stated how rhn@.-: that sold for the
highest priees ot his sale were bred, and thoy were probably the best
collection of blacks ever seem togethor, In tho prodfiction of thom he
was associnted with o reverend gontloman, whose name as joint owner
did noteappear, and ns their sale was consequent on o dissolotion of
partotrship, and each bought back a fow in o perfectly bond fide wa¥, the
letters that appeared at the time, on the question of & seller being entitled
to boy in his own Ptock, would not have Leen written, had all the cir-
cumstances been known.
Eed and yellow turbits jvere, at the boest, only fair in colour before the
'I- ; introduction of red and yellow tarbitoons from Smyvoa, A great im-

provement hazs boen effected by crossing with these beantifolly colonred

] pigionsand though their fentherod logs, head markings, and plain
L heads, take much carefnl breeding to eradieate, it has been done. So
much has erossing with the turbiteen been resorted to during the PREL

| fow years, that I imagine fow fanciers conld eny for cortnin that their
€ ¢ redand yvellow turbits, if fit to hold their own in atrong compotition, wers
i ‘1 of pure English blood. Reds and yellows, whon anything like right in
colour, show any foulness on their anderbody very distinetly ; when poor

in eolour, foul thighs hardly show on them; hemce I have known them
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callod oloan thighed nnd vented when so hopelessly foul en these parts
that, had their colour baen oven fair, thoy would have beon unfit to put
into o pen. Dlack, red, and yellow turbits, eapocinlly black, when of
rich coloer, have their eye wattles of o reddish tint. .

"Tho blue torbit has not beon erossed with foreign blood, at leasty to
gny great extont. Tho best birds of this eolonr generally show o soxunl
differenco in colonring, the hens being of a duller and more smoky tink
than the coMs. The colon? in eoeks ia somotimes very clenr and dalicate,
so much so that white willhardly show on them, and this lighf bloeis oven

spreferred by some. It iz o m:nttilllf of taste, but I prefer n dorker and

morae vivid bloe, ke the colour of the wild rock pi;,-nrun. The delicate
blue is oo near an approach to ailver, and I think the more pronounced
tho colours, the batter they look from an artistio point of view. Socha
beautifnl rich blue as I have bad in Triganica pigeons wonld only
requiro to be seon to have its superiority allowed. The wing bars of
tho blue should be of a deep black, broad and distinct.

Thoe silver mrb;t ghould bo of a creawy dun, with bars of the darkest
glossy dun, merging into black. To have really black bara on the real
gilver ground is perhaps mot an impossibility, bot 1 have nover secn
them, When I :l;ua'uinrr that bright rod and yollow bars can be seen on
rich blue Triganiea pigeons, black bars on a silver ground may not be
incompatible with mature. o very light in colour are fonl {lgh and
vent feathers on silvers and the light blues, thab it is scareely possible to
distinguish them, and so thoy often pass nndotected. T consider that
fhe real silver colonr, in a wholly aoloured pigoon, ofight to have bright

golden don wing bars, with nook and tail to match. Inn turbib, tlnis‘

colonr, confined to the shoulders, is ineffectivg, being =0 light. Darker
wing coverts and bara merging into black are, thorefore, moro effoctive
for a turhit, thongh this is really half-way betweon bluo and eilvor. :
Ted nnd yellow bar winged turbits, as well na duns, strawhoarios, and
the varions chequers, ave nsually called off-colours, and are not cultivated.
THa barred colours are, however, very pretty, and if bred for, oonld bo
improved by sclection. To each of the solid colours, black, rod, yellow,
and dun, there is @ correspending barred and chequersd colour, ns
referred to on page 43, It is doohbtless by the judicions blending of all
of them that so many varistions are found in the colours of foreign
pigeons. But however intrieate and effective are chequering, spangling,




The Turbit Pipeon. 229

anid breaking up of eolour, ns in the Bwyrnu salinelies and Triganion
pigeons, they do not G the eye like black, rod, and yellow, when theso nre

\ in perfociion.
-

Thoro are alss pure white turbits, inasmpoh as such aro occnsionally
prgduced by way of albinism from colonred shounldered birds. | They
might n3 well bo called crested owla, unlesa thoy are of the decided
frog-headed formation, which no owl uugh.t to bo. Tt i85 o monifost
mistake, however, to allow them to compete with coloured shouldered
birds, whether frog or owl headed. The 'I:I-.'ul; so-called whito turbits I
have ever sean wero very thick-headed, down-faced ones, of the owl type,,
with broad shell cmi'luts. -]

Althongh I have advoeated round or owl headed turbits, very fow such
exist, and when a good one does appear it is genorally howled down by
certain people as not a real turbit. This is becanse the great maejority
of turbits are flat headed, and such would lose valne were round heads fo
be generally rocogmised. What a good many wish recognised as the
turbit standard is the following : A forohend something like that in my
illnstration, but not rising so high, and rooning almosfin o straight line
from the top' of the forchead to the bottom of the peak, and bevelled off
over the eyes, which ghould be placed higher in the head than I have
ghown. There is no doubt this style is very pretky, but thers is little
difficn¥y in perpeinating it compared to the other, Many of Mr. Roper's
strafn nre of this kind, thongh both his blacks and reds descend, I believe,
from round headed turbitesns.
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TURKISH FRILLED PIGEONS;

.
I pane very highly of these Turlsish frilled pigeons, and consider them
most valoabla additions to our lofts; but it does Mot appear that they
have taken such root in this conntry na their excellance merits, which
may bo nccounted for in vorions ways. Though bardy enough when
imported of maturo age, thers ia preat mortality amongst immatore
birda, and their produes is cqually delicate, I have found, with other
varioties of frilled pizeons, Some of them, as tho tarbiteens and
vizors, are of recent production, and their warking by no means fixed,
pnd many are barren or sterile from age, or, if broeders,. their young
ones often show dhat they thomselves have boom strangely bred, so
that fanciers find it would necessitato n large expenditure to go thoronghly
into any of the warietics, Agnin, those who might surmount pll the
dificn]ties with these fine pigeons, in thoreughly cstablishing theen in
this conntry, have their attention alroady fixed on our native broods,
and whers there are only a fow willing to take theny up, it becomes no
easy matter to cstablish them, there being work enongh in the varions
kinds to demand the whels sattention of many breedera. It roguires
great perseveranes, gare, and outlay, to thorouthly transplant any raco
of domestic animals, nnd it needs many brecders to accomplish it, more,
1 believe, than seem willing to sitempt it with those birds, so thab
I fear, wers no more importations lo be made, thero wounld bo fow signs
of them Tleft in this conntry after twenty or thirty years, I admire them
muoh, and wish them well, and thongh they may not increase bere
there is no fonr of them being neglocted by the ardent fancices of

tho East. .
The varicties are the eatizette, blondinette, domine, vizor, and tour-

biteen. The first and third appear to be old breeds; the othars more |
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repently established. T nm not awnre who gove the first three their
names ; but Ar. Ludlow, of Birmingham, has said be nomed tho lnst two,
The differcnces botween the five kinds consist in colour and marking, in
plain or erested heads, and in gmooth or fea{!mru:'l logas and feet. They
wary  littlo in size, but for tho moat part ut'tl lnrgrar than British turpits.
They are generally exeellent in earringe, sometimes vory round in head,
full in gullet, and short and thick in boak, which is genorally woll bodfed
gnd not over-lapping at the point. F[‘EHL‘:I.- gido view their heads are
sometimes well arched : but thoy are often deficiont in great breadth of
ekull aud Torehead, and, leaving sigs out of the question, are soldom ar
naver up to the standard of the best Tunisinn owls in hesd propertics.
When erested, theborroet standard for oll the varicties i3 o nesdlo-pointed
peak, standing az high ns possible ; not springing from o mang, os in the
turbit, however, but divided from the fenthers at the baok of the nook by
o noteh, The peak is sometimes seen very good on those pigeons, though
lopsided and half shell eresta aro common enough. Mr. H. P, Caridia, of
Birmingham, considers that “no maned bird con possess o close-fitting
well-pointed erest," in which opinion he ia certaio® mistaken, When
feathered on tha legs, the correct stylo is what is somoetimes ealled gronse-
logged "or stocking-legged, that is, with logs and fooé complotely eovered
with rather short feathers, eo as to show no bare skin, The feathers
on the legs should be long enough to stand ont somewhbnt at the
eices of the feet, but the toes onght to be covered with wery short
feathers.

The great majarity of the coloured-shonldored white-bodiod varieties
are vory foul on thighs and underbody. It mppears from what Mr.

* Caridia bas written that no attention iz paid to this in the East, and that

they art allowed to be Tonl thighed., I have never, howover, scen him
point ont definitely how tho colonr must boe disposed on the underbody,
for ean I believe, wore competition to arise in Turkey, na it cxista herp,
that ful:l] underbody would bo any longer recognised there.s With o
standard of only seven white flicht feathers, and foul thighs allowed, as
ho enys i3 the ease in Torkey, fonl wing botts are no diffionlty whalovor,
Tha Triganica magpio has coloured flights in addition to all the marking
of the vizor and domino, Foul underbody is not allowed in Triganicas,
aocording to the Tialisn writers, and T have both seen and bred them
without n fonl feather underneath. I think, therefore, that it only
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poquiras tho attention of Turkish brecdirs to cnable them to eradicats
foul underbody in their pipeons, and they certninly require ik

Tho ivides in coloured headod Torkish frilled pigeons should bo orange,
in white headed ones thoy ghould be dark hozel, as in oor torbits,
Turkitoens, when heavily bead marked, have somotimes ctange L'}'{‘-'“
which look very well. Many, howovor, bonve broken irides, which are
ﬂﬂsidudly faulty.

As regards gho frill on the bres 1st, tho Turkish varietice are about on o
par with our turbits and |:|1.'.]-1 Thoy are cortainly not on on average
bptter than them. In this beantifué and distinotive Lllupcrt:r, muei,
tharefore, romains to ba done for thefh, if wo are to toke the frill of the
whiskered owl as our standard. ¥

TrE SATINETTE.

This beantifal vasiety is grouse-lepged, and usnally smooth headed,
thongh o fow have lately been imported with peaked crests. It is coloured
shonldered and tailed, and the rest of its plumage ought to be white.
As for its wing marfiing, it ought to bo similar to that of the turbit, and
foul nnderbody, colonred primary flights, white secondaries, and whito
wing butts are all &8 faulty in it 08 in the turbit. In addition to the
eolonr of the satinette proper, there are several others found in the
breed, some of which have received specinl namos, whils it wounld dinve
been less confneing to have retained the gonerio namae for all, profxin® o
word to distinganish them, as, for instance, blue satinetie, instead of
blustte. >

The satinctte is an old breod, according to Mr. Caridia, who says ho
has treeced it back for 120 yonrs, throngh thres q'el:u:rn.t-mm of fonciers.
When he wrote the account of it in Mr. Folton's book abount fiva yoors
ago, he enid that nn aged Presbyter in Smyrnn, thon npwards of E1ght:f
yoars of age, had bred them all his lifs, and that his fathor and g;'ml:]-
father had done so before him, Tho ground colonr of the ahonldera of
this gigeon, after it has cast its nest feathers, should be of clear pink
brown, or nearly of a flesh colour, each feather being lnced round with
Ingtrons purple black, or the gnmoe with an inner losing of reddish brown,
making the plumage tri-coloured. This i3 what T consider the most bean-
{ifnl marking ; but it is not the onlyone. Some of thom are chequered ab
the estremity of cach shonlder feather with o trinngular or arrow pointed
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mark, which olteun runs too large, and which, when blupe in colour, ne it
vory often is, considerably spoils the appearance of & bird, Small
trisngular chequers of purplo black are very pleasing on the fosh-
colonred ground, and even smoll bluo nlurkiugﬁ are protty; but when
t.]a-:l goneral appesrauce is more blug than flesh colonred the effost is
spailed, The tail and its coverts should be as in o blue cheguered
pireon, and on the black bar ot the oxtromity of ench primary fail
feathar thers ought to bo o large n.'-umL white spot, T.v]:]-::h gives o
fine ¢fect when tho tail is out-spread. The shafl of tho tail feather

shounld 1;:: derk throughout, and .this has also o nico effoct, runninge

through the whito spot.

The brunetto biars the samo relation to the satinetto as o silver docs
to o bloe pigeon. Its ground eolour should be of & silvery dun tint, each
foather being laced or chequered with dark dun. Its fail is much the
game colour as that of o silver pigeon, and the bar at its extromity shoald
show the same large round white spot ns in the sntinetie. Itz mors
correct namoe would be dun-laced or spangled satinctte, according to the
atyle of its marking, -

The bloetts, or bloe satinette, is of sn even clear blune om the
shonlders, with whito wing bars, which onght to b lacoed with intenso
black, and also have an inner lacing of o red or dark flesh colonr. The
tail is the same 0s in the eatinette, or o shade lighter.

Tha gilverette, or silver satinette, shonld be of an even coleaw silvery
dun on the shoulders, with white wing bars leced round with dark dun,
and if there is An inner lacing of buff or yellow, so much the better.
It beara the spme relation to the bluostte ns the bronetto docs to the
gntinatte. The tail ia.oi the samo colonr and marking ns in the Intter,
or 2 ghade lighter.

These four varietics may be interbred occasionally, but, if it be
fntanﬁ.cd to follow after the laced marking in the eatinetto, the bluette
and gilverette cannot assist it.  So many shades of eolour appear in the
breeding of satinettes, that care must be exercised in the ssleotjpn of
gtock. A bird with excessive lacing or spangling must be paired
with one too lightly marked. This plan is, however, less likely to pro-
duce a large proportion of well coloured young ones, thon by pairing
two birds which are themselves nearly of tho desired colowr, I think if
the breeding of satinettes were to oxtend in this country that cither the
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clear flosh Hnt, evonly laced with blnek, or, in addition, an inner Incing of
red or brown, making thres colonrs in eopch feather, wonld come to
bo rogarded as tho only standard colour, Besidea the forogoing varioties,
there aro also blnck laced mt':nuttu& whoso shouldors are white, cach
feather being lnced with black. Townrds the wing butts they appear
more black than white, The principal tail feathers and their numri;
ehold also be white, laced round with black,
-

L TnkE BLONDINETTE.

_Thn blondinotte has been ‘produced in rocont yonrs, numnﬂiﬂg to Alr.
Caridia, who has recordod its histors. The blondineites bear the same
relntion to the satinettes, in their soveral warietics, # the schistféi or
whole-colonred Triganicns do to the gessi or pied ones. T am not owers if
every variety of colonr in the blondinotto is vepresonted in tho satinotfe,
not having seen so many ; but the snme natural laws of varintion of
colour must effect both in course of time,

Tho satin blondinette s marked on the shonlders nnd tail exactly the
game. a5 the satineWe; and whore the lntter is white the former ia of
a dork bloe, but its primary flights should have large oval spots on their
extremitics, making ethom when closed to sppear lneed, The colour
which has gained most neceptance in this country is the clear pinky Hesh
gronnd, ovenly lnced with black, the flight feathors of which, whon opgned
out, aro glse generally laced all round their edges; but with, nsually,=o
strong hrownish caston their inner wobs. There is, howover, an immense
varioty of colour smong eatin blondinettes, mony boings heavily marked
on the wing coverts with arrow-pointed hlee cheguera ; but the inferiority
of these in appearance is at oneo seon when they are placed alongside the
laced kind. Tho uest plomage of the diferant Kinds of blondinsttes is
dnll and heavy, tho intrieato mnrkings and clear gromnd colonr only
appearing after tho firet antnmnsl monlt. The bronzy flesh l:ultl-u.r of*
the wing coverts often reaches np the back of the neck, which onght
to ba dark blue. The blondinettes are pronse-logped and generally peak
omta:].

Very pretty voriotios aro the red and yellow laced or spangled ones.
The former is reddish brown, and the latter sulphuor yellow, where the
gatin variety in dark bloe, and their shoulders are of the same colonra,
morging into white, each feather being laced, spangled, or chequered ot
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the edgo with reddish brown or elent yollow. ‘Thoese varietics fall away
in golowr in tail and flights. I have not seen similarly shouldered
gatineites, but should enppose thoy conld be bred. There are black and
whita Incod blondinottes, in which ﬂ;m.lmu.rl, pook, and underbody aro

black, the wings, flights, aud tail baing white, strongly laced with black,

L]
dark townrds the wing bntta, and gradoally lighter towards the tadl,

according to the eize of the fenthers.

The blue blendinetie is of the colonr l.rT,l.h blua pfigmu,,;rit.h tricolonred
wing bars nund white spotted tail, the sume as in tho blus sotinetto.
Its pn';:ur_v flights ounght alacs to hove white oval spofs on theic
oxtromitios. =

The silver bibndinotte diffors from tho blee exnetly tho same ps these
colonrs differ from each otber in the eatinettes. There are also whole
dark don Blondinoties, with whito wing bars, and spotted tail and flight
feathers.

I have stated, when wriling of the German shield pigoous, that
gome are spangled, marbled, or chequered on the shonlders, with two or
threa colonrs, like somo of the Eastern frilled ®ind Modena pigeons.
I omitied to state that such pigeons, though classed in Germany, necord-
ing to Neumoister, among the ghields, are generallwdark in colonr where
the torbit marked shields are white. They sre known in this country
ns hyacinths, and moy hove some connoction with the French hyacinth
mod its sub-varietics; but the pair T hove succecded in obtaiging are in
no way different in size, form, stylo of hend and beak, and in medinm
fenthered logs aind foot, from common Birminghnm rollors, In colonr
thoy are datk purple blue with bluck barred tail, their shonldors boing
of a prevailing fleab-coloured ting, each fonther in tho cock being laced

.ronnd with black, while the hen is of the arvow-pointed marking, showing

a stvopg bloish colonr on tho chegquors. Their young ones are of both

*types and no two are oxactly alike. In their nest foathers they look

'likl;ﬂtﬂl bina chequors with a reddish-lrown cast on the shonlders, their
bright colour only appearing when they moult. The only difference in
colour batween these pigeons and the sntin blondinettes, §s the ahsenes of
the white spols or finch morks on the primary Sight and tail feathers, which
are, bowever, found an varicties of the German pricst pigeon. Thero ia
nothing, therefors, in thoe satinette and its relative, the blondinette, that
is not found in other varicties of tho domestic pigeon ; but they combing
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in themselves tho form of the owl and the feather of other rare pigeons,
which makes them very choice examples of tho pigoon fancier's akill,

Tu:: Doniixno.

Thé doming is peak headed, smooth legged, coloured on shoulders andes
tail, snd is marked on the head liko s wnp, Tho colouwr of the hend
includes the peak crost, snd egmes low down in frout, forming o bib.
1 hove only scem ono specimen of this varicty, and I believe it is the only
one of the pura original reeco.which has appeared in this conndry. 1ts
muking resembled that of my (lrﬂTi‘j.I]F'DE the Triganica pigeon, oxcept
the flight feathers, which were white. It was imported, by Mr. Caridin,
and was shown very successfnlly by Mr. Yordley, of Birmingham. It
was blne in colour, with the usunl black wing and tail bars. Ina
lotter published in 1879, Mr. Caridia stoted that, the dominoes,
# thongh vory scarco now, wers in colours, blacks, blues, silvers with
bara, duns withont bars, and chequera of all these colonrs. There were
also & few withont the crest, and I possessed there [in Smyrna] some
of these which wore perfection.’” The bird I have referred to wes of
grand owl properties, and its colour and marking were g0 good, that I
yentare o think were snsh birds to be importad, they would take the
fancy of pigeon breeders in this conntry befors any of tho other Turkish
frilled pigeons. They appear, howover, to be almost extinet, ond iﬁ
goems to "me that it does not say much for those in whoso care thoy
were that they ore so. A prettier, and, at the samo time, very high
class pigeon, than the selitary blue domino shown so often during the
last few years, mever prosented itsell to my oyesight. I caumot eay
how it was as regards clesn thighs and underbpdy; but its gencral
appesrance was very fine. Alinor defeets wonld only be regarded if the

breed was plentifal. =

Tre VizoR. o

This yariety was produced by erossing the doming with tho satinetto
tribe, tho objoct being to have coloured hended satinettes. This hos
been partislly sccomplished, and I have seen some fairly marked satin
and Bloe vizors, The best of them wern, however, somowhat peppered
with white sboot the head, so that much still requires to be done in
perfecting them, Tha vizor should be completely grouse-legged, Like the

-
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gatinette, Tt may be smooth headed or peak orested—tho lattor for
cholee, as it is an additional property. Tho colonr of ita Lead will, of
course, be in accordance with that of its shoulders, viz., light blue in
the bluette, marked, and dark purple blue in the satin, DBlack headed
vizors, with black laced shoulders and' tail, would look very well, nnd

* will, no donbt, bo produced if the Eastern fanciors are succesaful with

the blues and satins. -
Tue Turoreees.

Ascording to Mr. Caridin, it is now about thirty years since this
much m;mimd varioty was prodgged. THa ‘says it is n composition uI_ﬂ:m
domine, whito owl, and Orienta¥ turbit; but I canaot exactly undee.
giand the methbd of breeding which was sdopted. T understand from
biz nceount that the Oriontsl turbit wna marked ns the British kind ;
and to employ & white owl ‘“to countoract and bolance the colonr of
the black tail*" in the domine, appeara a very roundabout process when
the turbit of Smyron was itself white tailed. However, it seeme o
misfortune that Smyrna turbits, marked as wo want o torbit, with peak
crest nod clean lege, and with the blazing colow and grand owl pro-
perties of soms of the tnrbiteens, should havo boen allowed to disappear
in the desire for somothing mew. BSuch pigeons would now be very
valuable,

&ho turbiteen i3 gonerally amooth hoaded, and but very fow peak
®rosted ones have been brought to this conntry. 16 is groussgegged and
white in eolonr, marked as follows :—The shoulders sheuld bo colourad
exnctly the enme ag in the British farbit. The hoad markings are by no
means woll fixed in {he breed, but are cccasionally to bo soon very gpood
nceording to the standard ngreed on by fanciers, viz., a round coloored
spot on the [urahmﬂt commencing ot the beak watile ond of abent the
gize of a shilling, and a similar epot on cach check., There oupght to bo
o jstinet white line botween the forohend and check spots, and the throat
ghould be white dividing the check marks. The whele faco and throat
ia aomotimes coloured in o heavily marked bird, which is fanlty. =

The eyea should be orange for choico ; they nre ofton broken in colonr
—un sorions fanlt.

The torbiteen is exceedingly foul thighed in general, the ounly clean
thighed ones I ever saw being o fow blacks that I bred myself; but thoy
had white wing butts, which looked vary bad. T hove seeun thom with
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the feathers on the ontsido of the thighs coloured, and still white vented
and white betwern the thighs. This approached to a speeific marking,
and may Bo what is wished for in Smyrnn; but T have stated my ideos
on thia point already. I havo seon o fow blaok torbiteens with black
tails ip addition to tho usual matking.

The colour found in somo of these birds is snpoerb, and though I-
have seen it equalled in othor pigoons, T have never meen it surpassed.
The black, red, and yellow, lea%e nothing to be desired. There are also
duns of vm-inu.-a;]md(u, somo of them being of o lovely lavendor dun, bot
this colour is apt to fude, ndd becomeg dappled at the mauEtqu HELEON,
till"all the feathers ave remewed. There are bluea, silvers, chequers,
strawberries, and bar.winged reds and yollows as well, dbcording to Mr.
Caridis. Aloat of these T bave scen and brod, but they are of little
beanty alongside tho glossy artificinl colours. Tho latter are full of tho
faity quills abont the root of the tail and vent referred to in the Nurnborg
Swallows. These feathers only shed, at most, the tipa of their fibres, and
many of them never break at all,

Tke standerd of petnrbiteon, therefore, eomprizes all that is requisite
in a turbit, with the addition of fenthored logs and face markings. The
feathered legs give liktle difficulty, but they occasionally come with too
little or too mueh leg and foot covering. The face marlings canso muck
tronble, as they are comparatively now., Ouf of soveral scores of thgse
pigeons which T have brod doring the past five years, only four wore abond
right in face markiogs. They may be bred with small cheek marks,
about equal on cach sido; but nothing less than the sizms of o shilling
to that of o florin looks well. Tho black, red, and yollow may bo inter.
bred ; bunt the first, with cithor of the last two, often produces o sandy
or sirawherry, which, however, froquently throws back to good coloue
when matehed with eithor o black, red, or yellow. It muost not be

#npposed, howevor, that it roquires no care to keop up coloor (in t'hia -

breed. Many of them are bad in that respect when compared with the
beat; bot even the sccond and third degrece of colonr in furbitecns
would be highly walued in many vericties of pigeons, which shows how
good they are in this featnre, I never possessod an importod hird of
this hreed with a crest; but I bred o peak-headed one from a poir
of smooth heads, I cousider the peak erost o fine property and diffienlt
to breed right, therefors valuable.

£
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The upper mandible is generally colonred in turbiteons, or at least
tipped, necording fo the festhor, whito or flosh coloured beaks being
oxcoplional. There ought fo bo no hard blue however, in the beaks of
blacks, reds, and yellows ; the black should have a black beak, the rod
o roddy brown ono, sud the yellow jusl’ onongh colonr in the beak to
"mako it show.

I may horo mention two ether vaviotios of Turkish pigeons, thongh they
aro not of the frill breasted, gulleted tMbo. The first, only one pair
of which I have econ, wore sont to Musu‘.;. Baily and Sm?, from Smyrna,
nmong a™ot of blondinettes and turbiteens? They were smooth headed,
gronse-logged, white pigoons, witheronnd heads snd short fine beaks 1ke
the capnching, ¥hey wore warked on the forehead and ‘cheeks somawhat
a5 turbiteons onght to be, and their flizhé fenthers were colonted. Thess
markings were of a bronzed or kite blngk,

The sscond wvariety is what are known na Hed Indians. Thoy come
from Asis Ainor, and bove nothing much to distinguish them in size,
shape, and form from common skinnums ; but their coloar, which iz of
deep glossy blood red, to the onds of the flight and #ail feathers, is some-
times a8 good a8 con be fonnd in any domestic pigeons. Thoy have besn
nsed in drageon breeding, to give colonr to reds and yellows.




3 CHAPTER LXIX, -

THE BARE PIGEON.

The meontion of the Barbary pigmn.twy Shakspers makes it the carliest
noticed varisty that I know of in our liternture. AseWilloghby gives
& recognizable deseription of tho barb under the same nome—Barbary
pigeon—within & hundred yesars of Shakspere’s allosion to it, there can
bo no reasonable donbt that this breed has beou cnltivated for ot least
threo centurics inonr country. Willnghby describos it as having & bill
like that of o bullfinch, with a circlo of naked tnborons white flesh round
ita eyes, as in the gurriers, and with white irides; and adds: * My
worthy friend, Mr. Phillip; 8kippon, in a lottor to mo concerning tome
pigeons, writes that the ayes of this kind are red.”’

I think it likely enongh that Willnghby's * worthy friend '’ was Major-
General Phillip Skippon, who waa 80 mnch associnted with Oliver Crom-
well in the Civil War, and, if so, he is the earliest English pigeon I'm:ei,pr
wo L:uaw'a.nything of. The part he took in tho tronbled times in which
he lived may be learned from Corlyle's * Lotters of gmmwuﬂ."' Ho
was the anthor of the following religions booka: *' A Balve for every
Sore” (1643), **Troth's Trianmphs '’ (1648), and ** A Pearle of Price **
(1649). When Field-Marshal in the army, he®was deputed by the
Parlisment, in conjunction with Cromwell and another, to go to Saffron
Walden to allay some discontent that had brokon ont among the soldieras
He is alludad to in an old ballad : =
Bame citizons they eay will rida,

To bay knacks for thedr wivea p

Lot Bkippon skip-on as thelr pulde,
Homay protéck Chelr Hves.§

Perhaps Willnghby's correspondence is #Hll extant. Skippon's lobter
abont tame pigeons would be intcresting to read.
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H". It is owing to some importations of barba from the South of France,
‘\I mada by Mesara, John Baily and S8on about twenty-five years ago, that
this pigeon exists in our country in its prosont cxcollence. Its Fremch

t' « namo is thoe Polish pigeon {pigeen P:'ffrnﬂl'i}. nod though it iz now known

in Germany na the Barbary pigoon, from its English name, it was formerly

\ called the Indian pigeon (Indianische-tanbe), Nenmoistor says, ** Theore is

no explanation of the origin of the name * Indian * and the Fronch desigofh-
tion * Polish.""" From what wo know of motjprn Immmﬂ:xtu;n. as applied
to now varietios of pigoons and poultry, it wonld never do to depend on
the names of old varieties as being indicntlons of their origin. Tt is

i

W, Stru bt dde [N

Hean oF & Barm,

allowed, both here and ih Garmany, that the harbs of the South of Fronce
are the best, or, atleast, were so lately, and thongh its name in Fromeh
H‘tem‘rium is pigeon Polonais, it may have another name in the sonth,
It is evidently an ancient variety, and it is more noarly allied to the
highest type of the owl tribe than any other. Both may be from the Fama
stem, and both may have existed from pro-historic times. Ihn.vumun
a few barbs in Bengal, but was informed that they wers the produoca
of eomo that had been imported from Enrope.

The barb shonld bo smooth-headed and clean-logged; nt the eama
time & crested variety hns existed for lomg, and is mentioned in our

R .




242 : Faney Pigeons. "

=

old pigoon books. The legs aro oceasionally slightly foatherod, which is /
so for fenlty. A sub-variety is bred in Gormany, with frilled broast v
liko an owl. F

Hize.~Thera i3 n cortain c’L.:LtTumueu of opinion regarding this, some
liking o small bicd and others n large one. I think that when ﬂ:-a
hend propertics in two bicds aro equal in proportion to their respective !
gitog, tho larger bird is to be preforred, ns being bolder in all its pointa,

Bhape.—The neck short fnd thin, the broeast very broad, the logs
short, and the dights rather long and carried peither high nor low, but
lying on cach side of the tail, is,,I think, the correct Btﬂu for this
;:.irnﬁ_w_:n, and it is that deseribed by *contivental writers. Any gullet or
fulness of throat takes from the wished-for nppcmr?mca of n massive -
head eet on o thin stem, which most, though nob all, look for in n
barb., A gullet, filling up the hollow of the throat, ond making a bird
broad neross the neck in profile, is a grand property in the owl iribo with
their eprightly carrisge; but the barb hos no earringe, properly so
ealled, whatever, and looks much better with o hollow clean ron throat.

Bkl —This showld be very broad, and is, conscquently, rather flat,
and generally with o foloess at the back. It shonld be ns much as
possible of an equal breadth, and not wodge-shaped. The forehond
ehonld be very broad, prominent, and well filled out, nnd form a curve
from the erown tothe beak wattle, & straight lined forchead in grofile
being § bod fonlt very often seem. The forchoad muat be well riled
up with an indented line on cach side of it ng if carved out, which gives
thizs pigeon & vory nice modelled appearance in bead, .ot so marked in
any other variety, though seen in a less degreo in the owl tribe and
ancient German pigeon.

Beak, very ehort, thick, well boxed, and wide tn tho gapo; the npper
mandible in the same curve na the forchead, and the under mandible
approaching the npper in massiveness as much as posaible, w]:';}eh 4
hiard to got, bot which, when got, gives a bird a grand appearance. Tha
beak should be flesh eolonred, or no more than tipped with ealonr.

I.‘;-c, ns pure white or pearl coloured as possible, thongh the mearcst
approach to this is usvally & white iris, rather rod at ils onter edgo.
Mauy good barbs have yellow irides, which ooght not to disqualify, \
but ba daoly allowed for in competition, White barbs have becn soen ia =
(with poarl, but they gonerally have bull or bazel oyes,
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Beak Wattle,—At maturity the benk wattle ought to have filled up all
inequality in the onrve of the forehend and uppor mandible; and it may
siamnd ont w little in nddition ; but it onght to bo as free as possible from
}\ » rongh wartiness, and show a clean division in the widdle, appeariog like

n.amn.]l bean split open and laid accoss tho beak, Tho jew wattle ontha
1 [ under mandible shonld not bo exoessive, but of course grows ton :m-tm'[n
extent in snch o pigeon as the barb. It should appear ns threo small
warts, one in fho middle of tho lower mm:lflb]e, whoro tho {pathors finish
off, and the others on each side below the nPEning of the month. The
beak wattle in a healthy bird iz neawsly white, the jew wattle nod corners
of the month boing of o reddish fleslf colonr.

Eye Wattle—This is one of the chief properties of the barb, Tt con-
tinnes growing till the bird iz from three to four vears of age, when it
onght to bo at ita best. It shonld be of an equal breadth all round, and,
consistent with roundness, the larger in dinmoter the better, It ought to
ba thickest at its outer edge and of a concave form, or shaped like the
ontside of a cart wheel, the eyo being ropresented by the nawve, which
stands oot in the centre. The more prominent or Tess sunlon in the
head the eye is, the better. The coloor of the oye wattle ought to be
bright red; with ago it often becomes light, sometfines turning almost
whita,

The hen is generally less developed in all head proporties than the cock,
tholgh bens have been seen good encogh to bo mistakeon for cocks when
exhibited. Before a hen can roach snch guality she is gonerally past
l bresding. Looke'l at in front, the barb's head onght to be very squnarn

and blont, the tops of the oye wattles reaching highor than tho skull and
' gianding away from it. "Whun they incline towarda each other by rolling

; over the ekull, the head appears contractod, which is the opposito of
| what iz wanted.

* Colger—The barb is a self-colonred pigeon, and is fonnd in black,
red, yellow, don, and white. Blue is mre, bat iz eceasionally seen on the
r continent ; in this country I bave only henrd of one or two of such colonr,

I think the red eye wattle wonld harmonise very well with the bloe colonr,
The black is the most nsual colonr, and it can often be found good, being
the eisiost of the artificial colonra to breed ; at the samo time, it is not
found with ench vivid green metallic Instro as in some other variobies,

Black may look vory well, and yot be far from the hest possible tint, TWhat

s B !
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tha best barh black is in ronlity, may bo seon by looking ot the reds and
yellows of the same relationship. The latter colonrs aro not found very
good in barba, the red nsually falling off very much in eolour towards the
ramp, fights, tail, and underhody. Tho yollow may bo sometimes scen
fairty good, it being a colonr which does not look so bad, when a htti-a
thin, as the rod. TRed, well lostred to the ends of the flights and tail, ia
nn&nnbtc;t!:. the most diffienlt colour to breed nnd to maintain in faney
pigeons.  Whoro it oxists, black and yollow will b found good. Dun in
barbs i3 nsually of n deap dack colour, often merging into hiu;:lr. Pare
white barbs are searce: they sppest feom time to time as albinees, when
breeding from coloured birds. To bfeed them with cclonred ones would
gertainly result in a pied produce o n great extont, %ut snch are not
wished for, By this method, however, some specfic morking wounld be
ohtairable in time, if wanted, Bluok, red, yellow, and don barbs are so
much crossed that, when any two of them are breeding together, there is
gront nncertainty as to the colonr of the prodmee. MMe P. H. Jones, in
his deseription of this pigeon in Mr. Fulton's book, mentions having brod
from o pair in one dhazon, black, red, Follow, dun, and white young ones,
He has given the following measurements, &e., of the barb in the eame
work : ““Weight, 1%cz. to 1lb,; length, beak to tip of tail, 12}in. to
14in. ; inmer edge of eye to tip of benk, fin.; width of skall, a full
inch o 1tin., measured between, nob over the oye wattles ; dinmoer of
eye wabtle, 1lin,; length of limb, measured ns pouters, 41in. to 4¥in.
These dimensions wonld apply to cocks, and would be o littlo modified
for hens, more especially in width of skmll." He considets theso mensure-
ments & fair standard, though o few birds might be found to excecd them,
Formerly, the native breeda of the pouter, crm-mr, and short-faced
tombler were regarded as the only high r.'ln!ls pigeons ; the jacobin,
fantail, owl, tarbit, barb, and trompeter coming lower in the seale, and
being regarded ns * toys.'" Lately, hlr. Falton, in his book, has wgmvaa
ihe barh from the **toy  division, and ndded it to the high class ™'
innes, circle, making four varicties of the latter, For my part, I rr.-glrd
the jacobin and all tho owl family as mueh choicer pigeons thon the
barb and short-faced tumbler; but T dislike placing thess varions breeds
in any order of merit, a8 they are all very high class pigeons. 1 darosny
tha short-fuced Antwerp is as dificolt to breed to perfection aa soy,
and T have eaid what T think of it. Tho barh may be as difficult to
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breod good in head points as the carricr ; but has it the grond linea of
5 the latter? After all, tho best criterion to judge by is to noto the
pumbers of fanciers who broed nud keep the various varisties, and to take
r » motice of the tasto that prevails in othgr countries as well, otherwise
72 might come to the conclusion that the dragoon i3 the choicest pifeon
of all,
.
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THE ENGLISH CARRIER.

“ Tz Bird is esteem’d, by the Gentlomen of the F.:I.IJ.E?. o8 the King of
Pigeons, on the Acconnt of its Beanty and great Sagueity.”’ So writes
old Moore regarding the English carrier; and, I beliove, wore a voto of
English ** gentlemen of the fanoy ** to bo taken to-day, the English carrier
wonld still be found to be coosidered tho king of pipeons, Moore
saye, ** The original of these Pigeons come from Fazora, in Persin, boing
eomotimes bronght by shipping, and somotimes in the Corravans ; hence
by some ignorant Phopls they aro call'd Bussories. . . . The Dufch call
this Pigeon Bagadal, I suppose, from a Corroption of the Name of the
City Fagdat, which was formerly old Babylon, which Nimrod built,
beeanze they judge this Pigeon in its Way from Bazora to be brought
thro' that City.”" I have mot mot with this account of the origin of the
Englislr enrrier in any book older than the * Columbarinm.'” It ia%hot
to be found in Willeghby's * Ornithology,” [rom which Moore hag drawn
g0 largely, and, as tho broeed wes weoll established in Efigland, aceording
to Willnghby, sizty years hefore Moore wrote, it was probably & tpadi.
tionary acconnt of ifs origin. I have mh[sf‘u:d_ mysolf, howaver, that
Meore's account is o true one, having had many opportunitien of secing
the carrier pigeons of Bagdad. In tho eity of Caloutta, some years since,
resided Mr. David J. Ezra, o native of Bagdad, whose business r:annur:'-
tious extended over all the south of Asia. Hao had been a carrier fancior
in Bapgdad in his youth, and at the timo referred to,'the ships that were
consigued to him from Basorsh—the Bazorn of Moore—oflten brought
him carriers to add to the stock of thoss birds which he had kept for
many yearz in Calenita. I shall describe the appearance of thesa Inter on,
They wera kept in an aviary in the conrtyard of his honse, and shared,
with some Arabian gazelles, the care nnd sttention of their owner.
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The earliest deseription of the English carrer known to me is Wil-
Inghby's. Mo describes them as “of oqual bigness with common pigeons,
or somowhat less, of o dark blue or blackish colonr; their eyes are com-
pazetd nbont with a broad eircle of naked, tuberens, white, furforaceons
gkin, the npper chap of the bill is covered above half way from theshond
with & donble crust of the like fungous skin,”" Tho beak is deseribed
a5 black in colonr, and not short, but of & modernto length. ** Of Yhis
kind," he saye, * we eaw in the King's n%j.nr_-,:l in 8t Jnmpes's Park, and
at Mr. Cope's, an embroiderer, in Jewin-street, London.'" From the
ro;pun.tnd'menlinn r& him by Willaghby, BIr. Cope seems to have been_a
very prominent fancier in London then; and King Charles 11., in addition
to his fendness for tho breed of spaniels which now benrs his name, was
evidently o carrier fancier. * Charles wns also extremely fond of saun-
tering in 5t. James's Park, where he would feed the birds, with which it
was well stocked, with his own bands, and on theso ocensions very muoh
preferred being attended by omly one or two of his persomal friends
rather than by & retiune.”” This may be fonnd in the short account of
the Hing's perzoonl hiztory in Hohn's edition of Conut Grommont's
*! Meminirs of the Counrt of Charles 11"

It peems strange that among the many admirora of the carrier, no one
ghould have written o treatise on it, which might well have been done,
congidering kow much there is in eonnection with it worth writing abont.
Some enthusiastic fancier may yot do as mueh for this pigeon as Windns
and Eaton have done for the almond tumbler. What might have become
& monograph ow the English earrior woa begon in o serinl way in the
pages of ' The Pigeon,”* by its editor, Mr, Thomas M. Doenil, of London,
but was never completed, on accomnt of the cesention of that jomrnal
through the ill.health of Mr. Denne.

The carrier takes three years and upwards to come to maturiiy. At
"some of the principal exhibitions, classes are provided for birds bred
during the preceding season ; bot, gm:mr&ly, the enrrier clnsses aro only
available for old wirds. This pigeon looks particolarly well during {wo
periods of its existence, viz., whon under a yenr old, when its noble shape
and carringe ero at their best, and then again when its head propertica
are {ully developed. A eareful stndy of all that our old books on pigeons
contain regarding it, proves that it haa steadily advanced in excellence
ginee Moore's fime. Like other varieties which take long to mature,
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good specimens aro very valuable, and I believe the saum of £100 has
been paid on at least threo ocoasions for & fine spocimen of this breed,
Its nama is, without doubt, derived from tho use made of it whon first
introduced into thia country, r._hu same having beon rofained when it
bocamo etrietly o foncior’s pigeon, Iis sub-vaerietics, the horsomon nnd
dragoon—names which also clearly show their origin—wore the 115:11;
mostly nsed in Moore's timo ns homing pigeons, but it was mercly
becanse m:ri-:ﬁ were too valaghle © to risque their being lost upon every
trifling waper," as he phm]y says, and not thot thoy were Lumpnh.lu
of homing & pood distance, m;, gays bo ' such is the admirable L-uumng,,
ur-Sn,gmi.:}' of this Bird, that tho' yoa carry 'em Hood-winkt, twenty or
thirty Miles, nay I bave kmown 'em to bo earried Yhree-score or o
hundred, and there tarn'd loose, they will inmediately basten to the Placa
where they were bred.”” "When Moore has written thia regarding the
pura earriors of his day, we must come to the conclusion that they wers
not so0 developed in fancy points as they now are, or, that such as could
Ay sixty to o bundred miles were either comparatively young ones, or old
ones which hod mever made up much in beak ond eye-wattle. Thore
¢an be oo reesonable donbt that the carrier is descended from the same
gtock, ns has been nsed for many ages in the Enst as messenger pigeons,
and that whatever it might be capable of doing now, its near relatives,
both in this country and on the costinent of Europe, are the pigcpns
capable nbove all others of homing [rom great distancos. Wo have go
means of knowing when the originals of our fancy carriers wore firat
brought into England. It may have been about the timo af the Crusades,
but, from M@ore's suceinet acconnt, it is probable that the bread was of
no long standing in London when he wrote, and that his words, already
quoted, may have beon handed down through onl¥ o few genceations of
fanciers., From the fact of pigecns kaving been used as messengers from
the time of Anacreon, who wrote abont 520 B.., ond from the fact nE o
long-faeed, heavily-beak and c#e-wattled breed, being the foundation
of the h;ghuat doveloped typoe of boming pigeon, wo muy assnme that
such a breed has cxisted from the timo when this country was only
inhabitoed by a race of uncivilised nomads. As, howaver, sthnologista
toll ms that the tide of the human rece has been ever Wealward, our
ancestors may have only given up the carrier faney in the East, to resumo
it in these later days in the West,
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The points of excellones in the faney enrrior aro the following

Size.~Tha carrier should be & large pigeon, and tho largor the better.
From the point of the benk to the cod of tho tail, ns fanciers messure
a pigoon, it shoald be from 1Gin. npwn.nli. I latoly weasured & blue hen
-belougiug to Mr. G. H, Gillham, of Vauxholl-road, London, and found
her 173in., and & young bloo cock of the ssmo gtrain was 174in. Theao
measurements aro strietly correct, and meny would have made them
greater, for I have genorally been unable o make pigeons, mensure what
bas been statod to mo as their longth of lLLn'b and festhor. This blue han

wad hﬂ-r longth as much to necks s to {'u:\t-hcr, nnd wos not badly pro-
pnrl:lunl:'d in un}‘hay I ahould siy, then, that o full sized cock carrier
ghonld meaenro 18in. in feather, withont having an unduly long fail.
Blaes are, bowever, admitted to bo very stylish and handsomas birds,
though not generally up to blacks and duns in head properties. For
the latter, 17in. at predent is & good measuremant.

Shape and Carringe.—In Moore's desoription of the carrier the follow-
ing sentence cccors: '“Their Flesh is oatarally firm, and their Feathors
¢loge, when they stand erect upon their Legs, theit Necks baing ususlly
long, there appears in them a wonderfnl Symmetry of Shapo beyond
other Pigeons, which are generally crowded on Heaps.”” This ia so wall
put that T cannot help quoting it. My drwing of o earrier is entirely
idegl, and represcnts what I consider a model ome. It will be scon
t®ut thoe bird stands very erect and firmly on ita legs, with s.long out-
stretched peck, and with its beak at right angles to the same. The
neck ought te be long and thin, with n clean ron under the jow,
showing mo gulleb or thickness, and with a benutifally arched or
rounded-off shape at the back of the hend, The neck ought to beas
much s possibla n'l.e'nder all the way down, fill it runs ioto the body;
buot this appearance 8 only seen in young birds. As they matore thoy

* nntgrally get thicker at the junction of neck and body. The wing butta

ghould be woll forward and lovel wit® tho front of tho breast, which
ought to be broack The carrier is naturally shy and wild, and th‘ia is of
sdvantage to its shapo and carriage in the show pen, as any tamoeness or
familiarity is quite at varinnee with a statoesque appearance, The infla-
tion of the crop and epreading of the tail, which add to thoe besuty of &
good pouter, when seen in & garrier cnly spoil ita fino shape,

The Beak.—This cught to bo long, straight, and thick, Moore says:
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‘4 As toits Length, an Inch and a half is reckon’d & long Beak, tho' tharo
are very good Carriers that are found not to oxeeed an Tnch and o
CQuarter.”* The nrgoments that have beon founded on this statemont
bave evidently been based on thoe nssumption that Moore's measuroment
was the samo as that still known ns London measure, viz,, from the point
of tho beak fo tho innor edge of the oye. I eannob believe that Moors
meatnred as far ns the eye, considering the length ho gives, Ho evidenily
measured from fhe point of tha benl to whore tho fenthora begin to grovw,
bohind the month, I think f.hn fairoat way to measuore is from ahe poink
of tilt‘ beak to tho centrs of the exe, which iz the method now genernl!_l.r
adnp‘.cﬂ and best understood. Meaghred in this way, thoreforo, the
carrior should be as long as possible ; but mere |¢ughh.iu of little con-
eequenco compared to the siyle and set of the benk. It ought to be
thick, and especially eo at the point ; and the under masdible cught to
approach tho upper in consistency as muoch as possible, fitting closoly to
it. This is known a2 o box beak, which is ono of tho greatest besuties
of the bird. The beak ought next to be atraight and not inclining down-
wards, or tho bird ia d®vnfaced, which takes considerably from its appear-
ance. The division between the mandibles shonld bo exnctly straight, and,
when the bird is in position, level, or at o right anglo with the neck, and
shonld appenar ag shown in the illasteation. As to thelength of the besk,
meastrod to the eentre of the eve, two inches is about the extrome longth
ever seensin 4 boz-beaked bird. Thin spindle beaks, and thoss in which
the upper mandible has been allowed to grow oub past the nnder, have
been seen exceeding this measurement considerably, but %uch are of no
intrinsie valoe, a blunt box beak being what is desired.

Beak Wattle.—Thia being one of the hordest pnj:uia to breed good, is
sccordingly a voloable one when pnything like perfect. A bird has soldom
enongh of it, to ceable it to be hown with sucooas, till it has monlted foue
times, and it sometimes continoes to grow for five or six years. Mgny
kinds of pigeons got rough in Mk and eye wattlo with ago, but tha
earrier fins an extraordinary developement of these part®, This abnormal
growth of wattle round the cyes and on the benk constitutes its chief
fancy value, all its other propertices being meraly ndjunets therato, enlen-
Iated to set off these wattle points to the greatest advantage, A good
beak wattle must be broad scross the beak when seen from the front,
short in profile view, so as to show aa muoch of tho peint of the beak

'
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a8 possible, and riso high abovo the beak with a forward inclination at
its smmmit, which is called being well tilted. Tho growth of the beak
waitle has been compared to that of the conliflower, which iz & good
illustration. It ought to rizo in theee distinet portions as showa, and ba

o equal sz possible in formation on ench of its aides. so na to hove their

indentations or ereviees corresponding and alike., The wattle on the
under mandibla is ealled the jew wattle, o term mot in nse in thd old
pigeon books, and the origin of which ia ;hdnnre, Eomo pave considored
jowed 8 corruption of jawed; but, as it a8 customary for tho Jows,
during the last century, to wear Sheir beards when the English did not do
g0, the word may bo no corruptidn or technicality, but mean, literally,
bearded. The carrier seems to have bad Little jow-wattle in Mooro®s timo ;
he refers to the benk wattle ns being *‘ sometimes join'd by two small
Excrescences’ of the same kind on each Side of the under Chap.”! The
picture of a carrier in the Treatize, however, is well jowed, Tho jow
wattle onght to ba similarly formed to that on the upper mnondible,
thongh less in degree, 5o that when all is fairly well formed, the beak
with its wattles, upper and under, hos the shape%f o peg top. Some-
times tho jow wattle grows very much forwnrd, and is heaviest towards
the point of the beak, and this, though not #he correct form, is
generally found on what are very stont birda. A form of benk waitle,
endlod the walout wattle, has the thres portions om the upper man-
Mbla very muech in ono mnss, and not g0 prominently defined as in
the peg top style. This form, whoen large and well shaped, is also
valunble, A Mol sized beak waktlo should measuro 4in, in cireumiorenco.

The head ought to be long, narrow, and flat on the top. Length is
noceszary for tho gl;nwth of eyo wattle, snd to provent the erowding
together of the beak and oye wattles. Length of head assists what ia
called the distancs, or spaco dividing tho cye-wattle from that of the
begk, and this is also improved by the tilting of tho lattor. However,
Moore very truly says, when m-iting"‘nt‘ the distance, **but I cannot
allow this to be*s Proporty, bocanse when n Carrier comes to b threa
or four years old, if the Eye is broad, and tho Wattle large, thay mnst of
Necessity moeet.! This is po dombt troe; st the ssmo time a elear
dividing space or distance botweon the watiles ia admired, and the
greater tho length of head the more distonce thore will be. The head
onght to be narrow, and as moch as possible equally broad over ita
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length 3 it onght also to be st neross, aud it is somotimes depressed on
the erown, which is not considered any [ault. Thoro is often o G-
tuborance st the back of the skull, but the less of this the better, us it
takes from the graceful curve of the bead and neck, If the head be

arched from side to side, it is barrel-headed, which is o serious defoct. In,

profila view, howover, tho head ought to be mther rounded from back to
forchead, or thore is no room for a large oye waitls to apread upwards,
in which case if must eithor [.m;n' over the crown, or, if thick and honvy,
fall downwards over the ey & which is called being beotle- hmm_q] Tn
ﬂ:o illastration, the aye wi ittle is enppoged to be staoding o 11thha higher
than the head, the ontline of which worfld run throngh r.iua first line of oye-
wattle lacing from the top.

Eye.~The eye should be large and prominent, or bolting, or staring,
as it is called by fanciors, Whon looked at from abowve, the pupils
shonld bo seen standing quite outside of the oye wattles, The bolt oy
alwaya tells well in competition, as it gives an olherwiso good bird o fine
appearance. The irides of black and blue carriers ought to be, and
usnally are, of a fiery®ed ; they are lighter in dona end hozel in whites,

Eye Waille—This ought to be as large s is consistent with porfect
ronndness, and conssquently the diameter of o porfect eyo wattle is
limited to an inch or a little more. - I bave seen o crown picce laid on
the eye of a carrier and not cover the wattle. Such cnormons eye watiles
aro generally necompanind by rather emall beak wottlos, and are of Mo
intrinsic value, mg, in their growth, thoy must depart from the true
cirenlar shape. The eye wattle ought to be thin rathee*than thick in
substance, soft yet Grm in flegh, of an equal brendth all round the eoye,
and evenly laced. This iz known as a * ross aye,'’ is the most difficult
to obtain, and the most esteomed. When the inner ;ﬂgu of the ayve writle
takos an angular cornered shape, instead of being round, it is known as
a diamond eye; but thongh many admire this, it is not n form of ggich
trus boauty na the rose eye, Th® eye wattle is a property whioh is snb-
Eid.i.n.rg.‘tu the beak-wattle, which is the most difficolispoint to get both
large and well shaped. Given a good besk wattle, then o distance is
nocessary between it and the eye waitle to set off 'hut!ll, and, conse-
quently, thero is only room for a really round eye wattle of & cortain
dinmeter., An eye waitle porfectly circular and more tham an inch
in dinmeter must eneroach on the beak wattle and decreans the distance.
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Colowr.—Tha carrier onght to bo golf-coloured, nnd is found black, duon,
blus, silver, chequered, and whita. Moore says, at p. 23 of his ** Colum-
barinm,” ** Tts Feather is chicfly black or dun, the' there are likewise
blues, whifes, nnd pieds of ench Feathor, but the black and dun answer
best the foregoing Propertics : yot the blnes, nnd blne pieds are gongrally

-cg,mm-..'ﬁ for their Searcity, tho' they will not usually como up to the
Properties of the foregoing Feathers."” This statoment romaine generally
truo after o lapse of nearly a contury sl o balf. The -l:luek ought to
ba deep and glossy, ehowing no dulness on the wing coverts, or with
wing bara of a darker cologr, ag is often the cnse. A white beok,
or the same with a black tip t8 tho upper mandible is admired, “na

il

often necompan¥ing lnstrous colour, but thongh o white or flesh coloured
benk in n black careier ia allowable, it is not n sine gud non. Strictly
speaking, a black pigoon onght to have the beak and toe mails black,
just sa a white pigeon mnst bave them white. A white ponter without
a eolonred feather on it womld lose all chanes in competition if dark
beaked : a white beak in & black ponter wonld bo a serious fanlt; and &
black-headed non with o white beak wonld have noechancs in eompotition
whatever, however good otherwise. How, then, does ik come that black
pigeons, such a3 carriers and barba, are allowod jto have white beaks,
and are admired with snch #  Tha reason ia that in breeding #he difforent
self colours together in barbs, and the black and light-beaked dun in
cecriers, the flesh-coloured beak often remains in the best colonred
blecks, so that it has come fo be considered by many as correct ;¢ how-
ever, some of iha best coloured pigeons I have ever soon—the turbiteens
—have goperally in black, red, and yellow, beaks coloured according
to their feather.

Regarding the colfur of the wattles in the enrrier, Moora says: ** This
Flesh is in some Carriers more inclinable to a blagkish Colonr, which
is erally the more valued.”” At tho prosent time, the whiter they are
in tha colour of the watiles the better they nre liked. Pigeons of brillinnt
colour are generglly fnclined to run reddish in the flesh round the eyes,
and carriers are occasionally seem so marked in this rospect that vary
good ones have been distinguisbed ss “red eyed.'' Many have
decidedly reddish flesh-colonred wattlos.

The nenal method in breeding carriers is fo freely cross the blaek and
dun colonrs. By this means the black is more casily kept good than by
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congtantly breeding blacke together, The don, which is generally con-
gidered an off-colour in most fauey pigeons, thongh not in earriors, is
mostly of nsolt tint, inclined to fade near tho end of tha season, and pro-
gonting o very dapplad alp]:w.ru.uen during the moult, £l all tha fenthora
are rgnowed.  Neithor tho hrul_,h{. lavonder dun ston in somp I'u:m-_-|g“
pigeons, nor the deep glossy dun, of tho barb, are common in carriers.

Ding carriers aro etill inforior in averngo quality of head points to the
blacks and dum, but in sizo Mod shape they are sometimos execllont.
They fail, howcver, for the most part,in colour, being ofton of 1 dull or
duosky bloe on the wing coverls, with indistinet or hall oblitorated wing-
bata. Dlunes have of late vears risen i fnvonr among fanciers, nnd soma
superior ones are oceasionally to bo seen.  Considerablo tention is being
paid to them, and they will, no doobt, continne to improve.

Silvers are sometimes prodoced from blugs, and have unspally the
same failing in colonr, Thoy are generally hons. The bad colonr in
blue carriers is often attribated to cressing with blacls, which fa gome-
timos done to obtain stontness in hoad points; but Tam of opinion that
their bad colonr is inhgrent in the breed, and hae alwaya existed sinea it
was introdoeed, as I bave observed the same bad blue colour nmong tha
carriers of Bagdad, the ondoubted originels of our carriors. Black boing
occasionally bred with blus, nnd all blacks being full of dun blood, the
silver colour, which is the original of the dun, is bred from the blagk-
eregsed blue, as o matural consequence, -

As tho blos and blaek, eod the silver and don colonrs oxist in the
breed, their intermedints or connecting eolours, the blao and silver
chequers (don chequers in fanciers’ Innguage) are somobtimes produced.
These colours are not coltivated, howover, thongh they might, il othar-
wise good, be valuablo emough as stock birds. “Bneh bluo and dun
ehequers 28 aro produced in crossing the solid with the barred colonra, do
not illnstrate what might bo accomplished were thoy to bo bred forns ®
varieties. A eorrectly marked cheguor must not anly be properly dapplad
on the wing coveris, but show the marking down thogrump nod on its
underbddy. To get ench marking distinet is o very dificolt matter
indeed. Red snd yellow, the choicest colours in domestie pigeons, do not
exiet in earriers. I havo been told that Mr Corker, the woll known
fancier, made considersble progress at ome time in breeding yellow
cerriers, but that ho did not persevero in his sttempt.  There is no donbt
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that reds and yellows ecould be produced, but the time nnd exponse
requisite for the work wounld necessarily bo vory great. "Were saveral
breaders to attempt it simultancously, it iz not unlikely that in twonty
FOATH, OF '|:|l."!‘:|:'|.|.'li:-.‘1 oven lesa, both reds rtt;uﬂ yellows might be bred, fit to
show in good company. .

White carriers existed from Moore's time, down to abont twonty yoara
ago, when tho best collection of thom belonged to Mr, Potter, a Loddon
breeder, His stock wnas stolon, and it is Tlioved thoy wope destroyod, as
none of them were ever recovered. Since then, nttempts have been made
to r._-csus-a_-i.tutu this varicty, and a fow fai.t:]:.r good ones have boen '|:|11_3ﬂ.
Although there is no sore way of Mreeding albinoes from coloured pigeons,
wa know that tBay are oceasionally so prodoced, snd I know of severn
instaneeg, It is not nnlikely, therefore, that some ome of the many
earrier breeders may be fortonnte emough to hove a pure white young
one from his best black or dun birds, and snch would be mueh moroe
valonble than what hove been bred from the dragoon cross. When on
albino is bred from n pair of eolonred pigeons, they ought to be kept
breeding together, if nlbinoes are desived, na thoy are likely to do the
enma agnin, the eause of Inck of colour in their produce remaining with
them. °Ordinary white pigeons are well covered with yellow down when
batched, bot an albino from coloured paronts is hatched devoid of down,
likg the majority of pigeons which afterwnrds prove to be of a poor
yoilow ; for richly colonred yellows have & good covering of dewn when
hatehed, thoogh not =0 moch ns reds and blncka.

Pied carriers are mentioned by Moore, but how they ought to be pied
neither ha nor any substquent writer has set forth. I do not think thero
iz any understanding among fanciers on the question. During the Inte
prarcity of whites, and in the attempta to broed them, parti-colonred birds
bave been prodoced, and classes have occasionally been mado for **whites
or ;:Ecr.!s." There is enoogh in the siandard of the carrier, ns a soli-
coloured bird, to require the ntmost Btention of its breeders, without
adding specifio white marking, which would have to be done il pieds
were to be pecognised. There is no doubt the carrier looks best az n
wholg-colonred pigeon. Blaeks and duns have offen white vents, and
occasionally white feathors at their hocks, or white crotches, na they are
called, as well. These fanits in the eyes of some judges proclods thom
being shown as sclf-goloured birds, which, with such pigeons as oarriers,
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is carrying the latter of the law too far. A whito crutched bird shounld
donbtleza lose a point or two in compotition, but not be disqualified
altogether, nnless the white abont it is extensive, A morely white vented
bird, which does not show it nnless whon handled, shonld only loss to an
eqnally good bird freo of 1.'.'hit'o. Many good strning of carriers have
theso small fanlis, which have not been considered s disqualificntion
hitHerto ; but the question is one for breedors to settlo among themselves.

When the bpak wattle of fle Carrior grows nnoqually, or when its oye
wattles become uvnrahau;::iu-_:,'nnnaing it to be bestlo-browed, nnt.-[:in:: and
carving them into shapo is sometimesspractised. Pigoons made up or
 fakpd ** in this way onght, of conrae’to be disgualified if exhibited, the
ohjeet of all shows of fancy stock, such as pigeons, r:nnltry, or dogs,
being to enconrage natnral, not artificial oxecllence. Carriers ent in the
oye wattles for sponts are, however, on o different fooling. They have
undergone a necessary operation, which shonld not diequalify them in
competition. But, as it is an object to breed the troe rose aye which will
nok spount, one cut for that fault ooght to be heavily handieapped in com-
potition, na being a b#d likely to perpetunte eponting oyes in its produce,
and, therefore, not of a desirable type.

Before conclnding my notice of thia pigeon, it may be interesting to
many to record bow some of the best apecimens Intely seen wore bred.
About twenty years ago, the Londen birds, though often well develogod
in head peintz, wore generally wanting in the style and symmetry nocws-
gary to show off thesa properties, ‘They were short in feather, cronching
in attitude, and deveid of tho appearance kmown as “ oy’ At the
gamno time, the Plymonth strain of earriers, though not generally so heavy
in head properties, wern npstanding stylish hirds, b-l.‘.'tllﬁfu“j’ shaped, and
of fine proportions, A well-known Plymonth breeder, Mr. Holmans
wizhing to part with hiz atock abont the year 1860, thoy weore purchased
by two Scoteh pouter breeders, Messrs, Ure, of Dundee, and Huig, of

Glasgow, the latter making the®journey to Plymonth in the middle of
winter fo securo them. Those gentlemen then eommissoned Mr. Falton,
who at that time lived in Deptford, to obfain for them some stoub birds
of the London strain. The amalgamntion of these two straina produced
some of the best carriers ever seen, the charmcter and quality of which
wore quickly recoguised, and I believe theie blood remains in all the beat
birds of the day,
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CHAPTER LXXI. .

THE BAGDAD CARRIER PIGEON.

M¥x acquaintance with tho carrier 17j,guc>m of Bagdad has been confined o
such as wers browzht to Bengal by Arab ships from Bosornh, doring my
residence in Calentén. The best I have seon were thoss I mentioned
a2 bolonging to the Jewish merchant, Mr. D. J, Ezrs. I occasionally
eaw an odd pair or two elsewhere, but they weore nlways inferior to his,
and would be more correctly described as heavy dragoons than ecarriers.
They went by the name of Bagdadees, from their notive place. Mr.
Ezra, from his pesition and inflnence, wonld bo abls to obtain the best
birds, and I hove no donbt that those in his aviery fairly repre-
sented the breed. He had about six or seven pajrs, somo of which
wero matored pigeons, Thay were all blues with black bars, most of
them rather dusky in colour. I could sec no difference betwoen thom
nnl:u':ngliah earriers, a5 regarda size and gonoral nhnrmtaristic‘s. The
old cocks had beavy beak-wottles and fair eye-wottles, Their fanlts
wero thoss of fﬂ.!'tj'vllinﬂ ont of overy Gity English earriers, being in-
clined to bo broad-skulled and rather down-faced or Homan-nosed. I
consider them, not only from Moore's acconnt, but from their appear-
ance, a8 the nndonbtedsoriginals of our carriers, which have been bronght
to their present condition by gencrations of porsevering fanciors. And,
gfter all, how many earriers ont of the hundreds brod annually in England
ars & to be penned at o first olass show f The best binds wo hove
prodoce plenty DDE nearly eo stont as the beat of those T have seen
from Bagdad. Were any good earrier breoder to visit that city, I bilieve
he might find hirds which he wonld consider wall worth bringing home
with him, but whether of other colonra than blue T am nnable to say.

s 4
Ca o



CHAPTER LXXII a

- .
THE DRAGOON PIGEON.
Perore tonching en the dragoon, 1:.: is mecessary to say romething

about the pigeon which our old writers ealled tho Morseman, a hird

holding o position somewhers between the earrier and dragoon. Althongh

no longer recogmised in the faney, the horseman was disbingunished
from the earrier in being fonnd in greater variety of colomr. Ib was
ovidontly, when Moore wrote, the pigeon capeble of flying the longest
distances, and it had then n distinet place in the fancy, as will be
goen from the follogring from Moore's work: “ This FPigeon in Shape
snd Make very much resembles the Corrier, only it is smaller in all
ita Proportiea, viz..Somewhat less in Body, shorter neek'd, the pro-
tuberant Flesh npon the Beak Smaller, as likewise that round the
Eye, so that there remains a larger Space or Distance hanuuu.' the
Waitle and the Eye, in this Pigeon than in tha Coreier. Thopgpure
penerally more inelin'd to be barrel-hended and their Eye somewhat
pinch'd., &

It is to thizs Day o Matber of Dispate, whother this be an original
Pigeon : or whether it be not a bostard strain, bred between a Carricr
and & Tombler, or a Carrier and o Powter, atd so bred over sgrin
from a Carrier, nod the oft'ner it is thus bred, the stonter the Horsoman
becomes. .

“The only thing that secnm inclinable to favour the Cl-piuiunf that
thay are original, is o strain of this kind bronght ovgr from Scandercon,
whicl will fly very great Lengths and very swift; but still the Anawer
readily ocenrs, that they may be bred originally the same way at Seande-
roon nod eo iransmitted to us, however, non noefrum eel inler vos
tantas componere Lites, that is, wo ehan't take upon na to determino
#uch Controversics as thess,




EHE




The Dragoon Pigeon. 250

“Thers aro of this kind, of all Monuors of Feathors ; but the Blne
and Blae-pieds are most noted to be gonnine and good, and if flown
are very gpod Dreedors,

‘" Theso aro ono of tho sorts of Piggons that are chiefly mads Use
of in England, for the carriage of Lettors, or fying of Wagera: bfcanse
thosa that are pesscss’d of the true miginal Carriors, which nre nt
present very scarce here, pay too |1¢ar‘. and have too prent ‘ﬁdun
for them, to risque their being lost wpon ovory trifing Wager.

* These Pigeons when regularly flown, twice on o Doy, that is, torn'd
ont alone and put upon wing withont sy others, will fly very laggre
Circumferences, so thet after tHey bave made o Tonr or two round
FOUL OWD Hm::'-". they will fly fonr or five Miles out nt Length and so
maintain the Cirenit for an Hoonr or two: This the Fanoyers eall
going an End, and is what Daniel Moggs, who was ono of the oldest
Faneyers, meant, when he jooularly us'd to bid his Pigeons maintain
their Length.

** Thiz Practice is of admirable Serviee to "em, when thoy como to be
train'd for the homing Part.™ .

And the following is the whole of what Moore saya about the
Dragoon : -

“This Pigeon iz abaolutely and without dispnte n boastard Strain,
beieg bred originally betwoon o Hovsoman and a Tumbler, and by
mi®ehing their breed often to the Horsemon, they will obtain a*tolerable
Degree of Stontness,

*This Pigeoh is a very good breeder, and as thoy are somewhat
lpss than a Horsoman, are reckon'd lighter, nnd more cxpeditions in
their Flight, for ten or twenty Miles, but the Horseman if good, will
generally oot-do them at a greater Length; thoy onght to be fown
and train'd like the foregoing.'

. Dgring the last fow years, the dragoon has boen extensively brod
and shown, and its pepularity has been so great that, even at Brst-oluss
shows, it bas beed enconraged with o classifiestion and an ameoant of
prizo money out of all proportion to its merita. This pandering to falss
taste in pigeon breeding enlminated st the Oszford show of 1876, whors
dragoons hnd eighteen classes, against sixtecn for carriers, pontera,
tumblers, and barbs combined. Wearizome diseussions have alsa gong
on for years over the standard of o dragoon, and I am not aware if

52 "
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those who have,n plase in their hearts for fancy pigeons, which the
dragoon is eapable of Glling, havo asttled the mattor amongat thomselves
yet. Some short time ngo thae MNational Peristoronie Soeiety of London
appointed » committes of ita mombors to consider the gubstion, and
on tha Gth January, 1830, 'l'hi; gommittes, aftor taking the subject to
avizaondnm, handed in the following reporb, which it woa hoped would®
have hoen accopted as tho conelusion of the whole mattor, bub it merely
opened up soge fresh disonsatons, so that their deliversnce can only
be callad an interloontor after all.

¥ Gentlemen,—Your Cu:ur;ittee. appointed to copsider and Tote the
points of the Dragon, have the gatisfnttion of prosenting in their Raport
the followisg ennmeration of properties, which, subjeck # your approval,
will constitute tha Standard of the Dragon, as recognised by the Members
of tha National Peristeronio Society.

# Tha Skull wadge-shaped and bread, yet proportionate to the stontnoss
and length of the beak, slighty carved when viowed from thoe side or
front, thus showing mo angle or extonded flat sarface.

o The Beak thick®ak its base, and so continming for abonb half its
longth, thenco gradually lesgening in calibre, DMensueoment from the
tormination of the benk horn to the anterior corner of the eyo, not
losa than 1% inches, The lower mondible atout and straight ; the opper
also thick, and terminnting in a slight enrve. "

i Thee Beak-walile peg-shaped, ie, brond and perpendicular atmits
base, narrowing with even sides and longitudinel farrows towards tho
point of the upper mandible, but not intruding on the dower.

“The Eye-palile small, not flashy, nearly cirenlar, slightly pinahod
at the back.

¢ Tha Eye prominent and watchivl. In B]uﬁa,'ﬂlh'n:a. (hagners, and
Grizeles, the irides of n deep rich red colonr. In other vnrietics, an
approzimation to thia eolour; excopt in Whites, in which the irig ise
dark coloured. = =

U The Neck of medinm length, neither thin nor gelleted at the head,
and widening boldly at the shonlders,

st Tha DBrecst broad, the Shovlders prominently dofined.

“ The Back nearly straight, neither hollow nor hogged,

“Tha Wings strong, the Flights carried slightly above the tail.

“The Tail runpeing in o line with the back, earricd cloar of the

-
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ground, and extending quite holf an inch boyond the tips of the
wings.

** Measnrsmont of the leg from the hock to the foot, about 11 inches.
The Thigh stout and musoular. The "Whole lougth of the Diragon,
#rom the point of the beak to the extromity of the lail, about 15 inches,

* Qolowr in Blues. — The Neck dark and lustrous ; the Body, Rump,
and Thighs a leaden blue of uniform shade. Aarkings — A broad
black bar across the ond of the tail. Two li:-luv.*.‘h: bara, abolt ¥ of an iuch
wide, even and distinet, running trassgverself from top to bottom of coch
wing, in the [orm of the letter .}" inverted. Colonr of bepk, black,
Colour of cye-wattle, n deep blue-groy,

“ Bilvers.—An uniform and bright creamy tint, Neck of a deaper
shade. Ears sz black ns poesible. Beak of o dark shade.

* (rrizzles and Chequers.—Ench feather distinetly grizslod or chequered.
The Markings, colour of Beaks, and Fyo-wattles, same as in bines.

* Yellows ond Reds.—Colour nniform nnd bright. DBeak of an oven
fesh colonr.” P

The foregoing scale of points nearly agrees with what was formerly
known as the ** London etyle,'” opposed to which, the ' Birmingham
Sekool ' upheld & more skinnnmy kind of dragoon. Both kinds are
iully described by their partisans in Mr. Falton's book, whera colonred
p:aﬁg-,ﬂf each are given. I think no one can earofully read JMoore's
descriptions of the horsoman and dragoon withoot coming to the coneln-
sion that the latter was, in hia day, a different bird from the modern
London one, which closely approximates to his deseription of the horse.
man, with iis barrel-head, pinched oye, and various colours, of which,
“‘ the blues and blue-pitds are most noted o be gemnine and good.'" I
think that, in the conrse of time, Moore's horsomen nnd drapoon have
grodoally amalgamated in the present London dragoon, which has bacomo
of n Bomewhat fived type in the hands of elondon pigeon keopers, though
probably without mpeh design on their part ; and now, in thess days of
pigeon shows, when, o the course of a year, a typical bird, mu:cti::.g to
the foregring standard, can win quite a large sum of money in prizes, it
is no wonder that what was before show days & pigeon worth only a few
shillings, is now very valoable indeed.

On comparing the etandards of the carrier and dragoon, it will be ssen
that much which ia faulty in the former becomes positively excellant in the
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latter, From this, it might bo supposed that s very bad carrier would
maka a very good dragoon, which is by no means the oasc, for, in
practice, it ia found no easy matter to broad the latter good ascording to
the stgndard. About the timo of fhe Oxford ghow, in 1876, nlrendy referred
to, Mr. Denna, editor of the Pigeon, published an article in that paper coe
s Eehibiting and Breeding Dragoona,’” from which I copy the following .
Tt matters not what interested portios may soy, tho real walne of
dragoons ia uh::-ut four or 1i1.':u ghillinga n poair. Of conrse, tomporary
c::nlaca, gnch ns thiz sndden ruh npon T.I;Lem for exhibition, moy oensg the
price of them to rise to much moroe than this, but the prico wa nama is
the true one, as exporiesced men know, and wo bove kought scoves of
paira as good as ever have been seen, and could bave bought thonsands
at the price. Wa have even bought tham ns et as the early part of thie
year, snd end of last, at an avernge price of soven shillings a pair, as
good as need bo wished for, and in some coses good encugh to win prizes,
The highest price wo ever paid for a drgoon in tho whols of our expe-
rignce wo paid this yeer, viz., soven and sizpence for a blue hen, and at
the time we did so thought we must have been glightly * tonched " to pay
guch a price, From, these birds we purchased we could, had wo been
dispozed to bave gone in for dragoon breeding, have bred as good blues,
chequers, and grizzles in the courso of one, or, ot the most two seasons
as the * next man,” and so can anyone who has a vory slight kﬁn?ﬂﬂgc
of broeding, by following the instruetions wo will give."

Thongh it s some years sinco this waa written, during the interval, the
chicf prizea for blue, blne-chequered, nnd blue-grizzled dragoons, havo beon
won by the birda of Mr. Woods, of Mansficld, Notts, who, for many yoars, .
with all colours of dragoons, has kept the promife position against all
comers, netting what must have been o respectablo annual income from
this breed slone. Befors the days of pigeon shows, a pair of choice,
pounters, carriers, oF almond tufhblers were worth as many sover®gns
as the best dragoons wero worth fourpenny bits, o ia it, therefore,
that now a good dragoon is worth, roundly speaking, abouk as much as |
a good pigeon of these varicties ¢ Meraly becanse it paya well enongh to |
give as much for o bird as it can win in a seasom. The deagoon formerly
held tho present position of tho homing Antwerp carricr, and, lika it,
may have been cocasionally worth a large snm for flying purposea.
It*now holde the same position as the short-faced exhibition Antwerp,
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nitd i3 just about equal to it a3 a fanoy pigeon. Both wonld go down to
their former prico of o fow shillings o pair but for show enconragement,
Real fancy pigeona have undoubledly rison in valne asinee showa were
uﬂt:nhliuhm"l.; but they were highly wﬂuml. before, nud they would continue
to be highly valved were pigeon shows abolished, To cstablish a*breed
of exhibition pigecns from tho fnulty preduco of barbs, taking as their
standard of perfection a narrow skull, a small pinched oye-wattle, snd a
run-ont face, of a certain longth, wonld %e an analogows cnse to what
has beenn done with the dragoon singe pigeon shows woro ostablished.
Befora I-.:'Il..‘lil. the breed had no faney waluo whatover, nod ns for thot, it
has no fancy volne now out of Ehgland, and only there within o limited
cirele, ' .

Tho first thing to bo observed in the Notionnl Peristeronic Society's
standard of the dragoon is the namo they give it—the “*deagon’® The
analogy between the names carrier, horseman, and dragoon is elear, hat
at some time before the oldest living fanciera wore born it became msuul
to call the dragoon the dragon., This is noticed in Monbray's Poaltry
Book, first published in 1815, and which wont thoungh five editions in
ten years, The author says, " Dragoons (commonly called dragons).'”
The name wonld easily become corrupted and mord oasily pronounceable
among illiterate pigeon keepers, who wore, doubtloss, formerly the chief
breeders of drogoons ; and, when gentlomen went to buy feeders for their
ca®®ra and ponters they wonld hear thom spoken of by shoplkoepers and
others as deagons, and so gradoally como to speak of thom by that npme
smopg themselves, 1 have known s similar nlteration of the pame in
my own gxpericnce. I ean remember when thero woro very fow dragoans,
ikinnnms, or .-\m':wc—r:Es in Dundee; nothing but flying tumblers being
fancied by the poorer class of pigeon keepors. When homing pigeons
bacama in request, evervihing with the loast beak or sve-wattle more than

*a tymbler was known in their language na o * drigon.'  This waas aftee-
“ draip,"" and now the word is **drake.” I was
rather surprised 1#tely to hear a gentleman's son tell me ho had some fine
““drake ** pigeons. I have written dragon before now for dragoon, bot I
admit there is no defence for this, However the word may be pronomneed

wards shortened into

in conversation, it onght to be written ns of old, becanso its meaning is
clear, and mot obeeure. There is o guaint note by Eaton, on page 50
of his 1838 book, on this question: “Why do aothors on Pigeons gpell
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the Drapgon with two ‘o’s’, making the word Dragoon, a kind of soldicr,
&o, (Walker)? In society wo never call it the Dragoon, but the Dragon
—Drag-un, o winged serpent (Walker), from which it dorives its name.
I hope no author who follows mg, will be guilty of doing it.”” This is

amusthp, and very Eatonesque. Quite o orosade against writing the
]

naue “dragon '’ has in late years beon preached from o certain quarter,
but whether those who have been lectured consider theic would-le
instructors’ intecforence obnoxrons, or are convinced they are right, ie
more than I know,

1 muost next ey .enm..,.iml" about ﬂ:u:l beak and oyoe- “11.-t-1[.‘s of the
dengoon. What they onght to be in & ahow bird is elos LH_\- gtated ; but
it fe guite n*nal for the best Lirds, while still in the \D]"j prime of life,
to put on, with advancing age, more wattle than is allowsble for the
ghow pen, or to become “*wiore than o dragen,” ns it is called. This

bird, therefore, ocoupies a quite unique position among exhibition pigeons.:

A fentail can never become more than o fantail, nor & jacobin more than
n jacobin. I have seen dragoons that conld win at from two to three
years of age become, when five or six, great coarse-wattled, pinch-eyed
horsemen. Thoy nre then only fit for stock birds,

The eolonrs of drafoons mentioned in the Peristeronic Society's Report
do mot include black and dun, This is wisdom itself. It would scarcely
do, for reasons good, to have show drngoons of these colours. There
wag latel} an inquiry in The Bazaar nowspaper on this very subjocty
the answer given waa this: *“ They would bave no chaneo in competition
whatever.," Dut why not? I wonld have thooght that the mers variety
of solone in a breed the better. It will be secn from the roport that
the said society ndvoentes o silver with dark begk and oyes, and with
bara as bluck as possible. There ean be mo harm in faneying such o
eolonr, but why should the real silver be ignored, and not even be men-

tioned? As T have enid before, what may boe called the four prigary %

barred colonrs of pigeons include the silver with don bars, There are
many warintions in the colours of wing bars in pigeons? ooe of which—
the body colour of the silver with the black bar of the blue, or as near it
ag possible—is what many conzider o gilver ought to be; but I know
this is o mistake. The golden dun barred deagoon, generally called
brown barred, is & well known variely which ought to be recognised. It
bas a yellow iris and light beak.
L]
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A woll kuown breeder of bloe enrricrs told meoe that, hevisg an odd
blue carrier cock matched to an Antwerp hen ns feeders, he bred o young
one from Eham, which so took the faney of a dragoon breeder, ﬂml.: he
gave him £7 for it  Ferbum sal sapienti,

Tha dragoon as o show pigeon ia merely an exoreacence of thes show
syatem. Tha following is from the *f Troatise on Pigeons,'' 1765, p. BD -
' They are very good breeders, and goul.l. nuraas ; and are chielly k:ﬁjt it
feeders for raising of powters, Leghorn runts, &e. -

“The following may be depended upon as fuek, notwithstanding the
up[-e:-.r:nr:n of incredibility, na several gm;ﬂt‘mﬂu now living ean affirm
the same if requisite : e

8 A pentleman of my acquaintance, having o smell wagar depending,
gent a deapoon by the stago coach to his friand nt St. Edmond’s Bury,
together with a note, desiring the Pigeon, two daye after his arrival
there, might ba thrown up precisely when the town olock struck nine in
the morning, which was sctordingly executed, and the Figeon arrived
in Londop, and flew to the sign of the Bull Inn in Bishopsgnto-Street,
into tho loft, nod was there shewn at balf an hofr past eleven o'clock
the same morning on which ho had been thrown up at St. Edmend's
Bory, having flown seventy-two miles in two lbeurs and o half; the
wager was confirmed by a letter gent by the next post from the person at
5p Edmond's Bury.

= conld relate several more exploita of this natore perlormed by
dragoons ; partionlarly of their being thrown up and refurniog home by
moon-light, &e.""

In Eaton's 1858 book, p. &9, thero is nlao the following note by Me.
Joho Boye : * Thirty-six years ago, when my collection of Dragons (about
thirty} every mnrnil:g brought ma from London, in elips, the lending
article of the Morning Post newspaper fied round the leg ''—rogarding

. wtu-_h Eaton adds, * From London tn Margate, soventy-two miles; o

decent fiy, and proves Dragons can do wrl: 2

I think there fs no doubt that the Belginn voyosgenr owes tho beat
part of its homing fuenlty either to the English deagoon, or to the enme
oricntal pigeon, which I take to be the original of our fnney earrier,
I have lately received, through M. V. La Perro do Hoo, of Poris,
soveral pairs of these pigeons from the loft of one of the chiof amatenre
of Paris, regarding which be writes: " They havaall been aent this year
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to Tordeanx (310 miles) and to Bayonno (410 miles), and the oldest of
them have been sent last year to Binrritz (420 miles). T koow thoe birds |

"

well, as thoy alfl descond from birds I got myself for him from MAL.

Goorges d'Honis and Georgea Gita, the two most snecessiul fhnciors of #
Antweep." These birds are ul]'hluna, cxcopting one, which is o light
bine chequer.  Thoy aro so much alike that it is only a fancier who could .
distifignizsh the slight differonces between thom, and then it ean only be
done after somg daya" close obsorvation, They appear, whatover theic
composition may be, to be & mizture of dragoon snd tombler, They
have the bloo-grey (‘IE‘*W!\“:I?;, the rod eyes, and shork 131'51119. of the
llm::ﬂun, There i3 o wild look nbout *them, quite different from what
pigeons othegwise exactly like thom have, and they are fiways hanging
abont the bolting wires of their loft, evidently in a hurry to bo off.

The following was published in the Feneiers' Chronicle of 20th August,
1880, and was noticed also in the Field and other papera : * Wonderful
performance of o homer.—In Fobroary lnst year T bought from Ar.
Milla, Brossels, somoe homing pigeons. On Sunday, the Bth instant, I
gave one of thess bird ita liberty, and it disappeared. I thought no
more of it, but on Thursdsy lnst I was snrprised to receive from Mr.
Mills a letter, seying that the hird reached his loft on Wodneadny
morning. [send yon this information ns T consider this s most marvellons
performance, the bird having been in confinement many months, and hgd
to travel orer abont foor hondred miles of conntry which it had 1Meser

geen, The pigeon in queation is a three-yonr old blue-chequor hon, and
will be again in my poseession te-night or to-morrow morning, Mr. Mills
having sent it off yesterdny,—Jasxes P, Tavuor, Moss Croft, Gateshead-
on-Tyne.""

This is o record of a traly wonderful performanee, one similar to that
which was accomplished by the birds of Mr. Huie, of Glasgow. Training
brings ont the natoral homing powera of these pigoons, but that they do »
not fiy by sight alone, the above $roves. And in training for the long
Cantinuaqmi matches the final stages often excosd o huredred miles, over
which the best birds fiy straight home. What goides them on their way
It i& best deseribed poetically in the verss which heads Mr, Huin's psper
already tranecribed.

Althongh some of the foregoing ought properly to have appeared under
the head of the Antwerp carcier, rather than omit it, T give it here,
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knowing it will bo interesting to mauny, as the faney for homing pigeons
is. doily inercasing in this conntry. For the samo reason I give the
following ipteresting account of the origin of the Balginn homing pigoons,
ouly just received by me in a lottor frog M. V. La Porre de Teoo, so well

o kmnown on the Continent for his rosonrches into the subject, smd as
the advizer of nearly all the Continonta]l governments in their sdoption
of these pigeons for war purposes, I '

* As regards the Belgian homing pigeome, they are vogy mueh liks onr
stroet Qoga (chiens de rug), they aro tho result of nnmorous CTOEEINES
between the carrier and the diffefent varioties of pigrons which existed in
Belginm abont, o century ago. "In other words, they are degemerafed
carriers, as tha wattle on the upper mandiklo of tho beok nsd round the
eyo shows clearly, Some have thick short beaks, but as arule they have
thin beaks, like those sent yon by M. Gird.

" Thare aro some birds with ronnd heads, very short beals, and frills
like owls: but they are very small birds, and are not so mueh liked in®
Belgium as the large Antworp birds, their wings not being so powerful.
These birds have undoubtedly been obtnined by crossing the degene
rated carrier with the owl

“ Tha earrier was bronght to Delginm by Duteh Eailors, got noglacted,
and sgon degenerated.

i Thore aro sleo birds with white syes, and these are snpposed to bo
& vross hotween the degenerated carricr and the ‘pigeon folant,' or
highflier (the cumnlet).

i gt all these birds have been erossed, as I state in my book fdaiis
nos fermes ef nos Dosses cowrs,” with the pigeon biset (the blue rock
pigeon) and all ihe pther varictics of pigeons which existed in Belginm
a century ngo, as is generally the caso with pizeons which are kept only
for table purposes.

# My father died twenty years aggat tho age of soventy-six, and he
often told me that the birds hoe had, when he was o boy, had more
wattle on the beak and round the eye thon the birds T kept abowt thirty
yearas ngo, bot at that time a pigeon which had flown s distance of
freendy-ive milea was looked upon ns o very good bird, and the very
few birds which had been sent to be thrown from Paris, that ia abont o
hatndred and fiffy miles from Brussels, wero considered to be most won-

derfnl and exceptional birds,
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* Hinoo then you know what regular training has dome, During the
scason abont 100,000 to 150,000 pigeons are sent every Saturday from
all parts of Dalginm, to bo thrown from all parts of France, gnd Auch,
Bordeanx, Bayonue, Biarritz, nngd 5t Sobastien (Spain), aro now the
stationt they are generully sent to.

* There are now upwards of 1000 pigeon sociotios in Belgiom."

It 'i.s more than o hondred god fifteon years ago eineo the dragoon
referred to flewsfrom Buary Sf Edmund's to London. Had Esglish
faneciors, sinca then, enltivated fle homing faculty in pigeons on eaything
like the ecals prevailing in Belginm, they®wonld doubtless, long ngo, have
hnd their birds coming from all parts of Scotland sod Irgland. I think
the English steicties ought to train north, as well az from the continent,
and not remain satisfed 41l the joorney from Wick to London is done
* with tha same ensens from Bordeans to Brossels, The distanes is about
the same,

! ~
e .r"
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, FOREIGN WATTLE]D PfGEéNE,

-

Turre ara varions kinds of beak and eye-wattled pigeons deseribed by
continental wrifers, all of which are called Bagdnds or Turke, which sorves
to show they are considered to be of Eastern origin. Such ns gesm of
distinet breed from our earriers, though undonbtedly belonging to the
samea family, are described na follows by Boitard and Corbie, whose work
on pigeons, it must be remembered, was poblished in Poris in 1524,
Whather or net the varioties mentioned are still in existenes is more than
I can say. ]

# Pigeon Bagadais & Grands Morille (Grent Wattled or Mushroomed
Bagdad).—A mushroom, or large fleshy exercscenge on the beak ; large
ribbon ronnd the eyes, forming when the bird is old & second eyelid, feshy
ang reddish, which falls over the ayes and provents it from soping. These
ritdwens (cye-wottles) are sometimes so lerge that thay join at the top of
the hend; beak onrved and erocked ; oye blaok. This bird is thick, high
on the logs, large, and short in the body, tho neck fine and long, wings
short, lege bare. Its backmost part is always of an inflamed red.
Thers are geveral gnb-variotios with plumage blaak, red, black and white,
dun, &o. They oll® prodnes little and with diffienlty ; they have also
berome very rars, and are scarcely preserved, cxeopt as a enriosity.”’

' Pigeon Bogadais Batave.—Some suthors eall it grand Batovian,
betanse the first of them were broug™ from Boatovin ; they think also

" that it, and not the bloe rock pigeon, ought to be regarded as the primi.

tive stock of tho Bagdada. Larger than the great mushroomed ;i&gﬂ.ud.
though with loss beak and eye wattle; pearled oyes; very long beak,
aitaining op to diz-huil lignes de longeur; nock extromely long ; body
lnrge, short, and very high on the legs; feet and lega of the colour of
blood, often long enough to get a good finger length beyond the tail when
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stretehed ont.  Its walk is heavy, snd its fight laborious, on aceount of
its short wings, which, besides, are sparsoly covered with feathers, and
the prominent bones of the shoulders appesr nenrly bare, It produces
little, and iz not mow much snugihi after by amateurs, who E;rmoﬂy did
not gendge to pay up to ten lowis n pair for them. This §s no doubt
owing to the little graco of their form, and the destruction they mnke in"
the "aviary in plocking and killing the young of others with their for-
midable beak, 'Th'u. bird is tife lavpest of all pigeons, M, Corbio hna
ong large encugh to drink out of an ordinary bucket without the least
trouble. Thera has been Eoeu,:n'ith o fanpier coming from Gnrmnu;', o bird
callod & Aen pigeon ' {Leghorn mont, be hithnerfanbe), ‘¢ in all respects
like the Baigvian, except having no beak nnd eye wattle,™

The illustration of this curious pigeon has been copied by Brent, on
page 21 of his book, and ealled by him the Scauderoon or great horseman.
It has much in common with my drawing of the Leghorn rant, but its
vory short tail is carried below its flights. I con scarcely beliove that
it originally belonged to Batavin, though brought thence to Franee.
There has been a tr#do for centuries between Batavia and ihe FPoraian
Gulf. It isa question whether the hiknertanben, or Leghorn runt race,
owe their peenliar form to some croas with such o breed as this, in the
remote past, or not. This pigeon is said to be the largest of all, not
excepting the runt or pigecn Romain. * It i3 also desoribed by Ngu-
meister, who gives a drawing of it, coloured red, on plate 17 of his Bwok,
as the Franzisische Bagdetfe. Ho deseribes it in similar torms to the
foregoing, ndding, that the inil is sometimes carried upright, but must
not be like o swallow’s tnil, probably meaning that it must be closo and
not gplit, He says the plumage is close, fitting I‘.lu'."‘ body so tightly that
all ita parts aro sharply prominent, ocspecially the shonldera and the
breast bone, the bare skin being often viaible on thess parts, which isa
peenliarity, more or less, of all tl;n carrier race, BHrent says: I !E'I“'ﬂ
met with very fine specimens in France by the name of Swan-nocked
Egyptigne. They aro very large pigeons, nlmost ns Warge as the best
runts. They are thinly covered with feathers, and these lic very close to
ihe body: neither ara the tail and pinion fenthers remarkabla for longth.
Their beaks are very long and somowhat bent, and they have o modorate
wattle, of & whitish colour, and the cere round the eyes is broad and
red, The head is flat ; the neck long, thin, and much bent; the shoulders
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are brond, the leogs long and lnrge, and they are the most powesful of all
pigeons 1 have met with, They are heavy, clumsy birds, and appear to
have gront diffienlty in rising; but I have found the young, if kept in
excroige, and not allowed to got too fat, to be very swift, and excellent
homing birds. In the air thoy romindod me of wild ducks, owing (o their

.ecunr}r plumage and angular form. Many points of the body are loft
bare, as tho front of the neck and the shouldors of the wings, oxpbsing
a red skin. Mine were very good broodefg, though thoy kro uok genorally
oonsidered g0, Their plamage is uaunlly white, black, blue, or pied."”
Tt is wirth notico that Bront fogpd these Pigeons oxcollont homing birds.

¢ Pigeon Bogadaiz pebil Dataee—It resombles in goneral form “the
Great Batavia#, but it differs in its size, belog moch less. | It produces
advantageonsly." .

 Pigeon Bogadaiz Bafave Soie (laco fenthered).—A now variety, quite
a8 rare a3 gingular, It resombles the proeeding (petit Batave) in gize
and genernl form ; but the fibres of its festhers are long and silky, and
do not adhers together, which prevents it from fiying. This bird, which
is not in commerce, no donbt only multiplies in #he hands of amateurs,
who only consider it an object of curiosity."”

I am not aware if this vorioty efill exists, but the fact of a lnce-
feathered Bagdad having existed, shows that such a natoral variation in
t'r:ﬂ.tberiug might ocenr in any breed.

Saigeons Tures.—These anperb birds make the natural link botween
the Bagdads and ronts. They hove, like the firet, o large beak and
eye-vraitle, the latter rod in colour, and are of large eize ; but thay coma
nearor to the runts by their thighs, legs, nod neck being sborter, and
by their long wingse.'' They are described a3 of various colours, and
both erested and plfin hopded. T beliove most of the fanoy runts, snah
a5 the one I made my drawing from, bave the bleod of those Twrcs, as
they have more beak and eye-wattle than the common blno and silver
rufits. TBrent has réprodnged the puﬂ.mit of o pigeon Twre, on page 20
of his bool. P

Coming next to the German varieties of the enrrier family, as d;a:m'ibad
by Neumeister, there are the following :

Die Kursschnibelige Bagdelle, or Tiirkischelaube (short-beaked Bagdad
or Turkish pigeon), illustrated on plate 14 of his work on pigeons, nnd
sepresented as both crested and plain headed, eelf-coloured black, red,
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amd yellow, rather short in beak, and looking very like English dragoon
pigeons,

Dig Dentschoe Krunsmschnibelive Bogdalle, or Niraberger Bagdatle (the
Garman erooked-beaked or Nuremberg Bagpdad). Thia pigeon®is nlready
well known in England as the Scanderoon, snd it is well portrayed, by
Mr. Ludlow, in Mr. Fulton's book, The German fanocior, Fihrer, hos ®
desoribed in Noumeistor's work, the history and standord of excollonce
of this bird, as f;JI]uvra.: i This gReeedingly intorosting pigeon, rescmbling
moto & fleree bied of prey than o penceful groniveeous bied, bad ita home
in the Orient, and was probably first brogght inte commeren from Bagdad.
In Germany, it iz chiefly nt Nuremberp #hat it iz beautifully bred, o town
which, hundgads of years ago, was in a lively commercial Mtarcourss with
the Levant, nnd has the merit of having introduced and first bred this
gtately bird, where it is said to be still the favourite pigeon. The bonk
must be beantifully bent, long, thick, blunt, and light coloured ; the
beak-wattle must st deeply below on the brow, rathor flat than high,
heart-shaped, and not too broad ; the head mnst be long and varrow, and,
soen from the side, mest form o samicirelo from tho napa to the point of
tha beak : the eye wattls or rose muost be large, flat, and regular, bright
red in enrly nge, Inter,in life rather white ; the nock long and thin, and
the chin ndoroed with & beard ; the body must show a broad back and
breast ; the ridge of the breast bono must spring forth sharply, t‘]‘m
pinions myst be narrow and short, the tail short, and legs high." e

“If the brow and beak form an nogle, if the crown has o deprossion,
if the npper mandiblo s longer than the nnder, or if they do not Gt close,
these are fanlts which ara opposed to the beanty of the race.”

Tho only thing obscare in the above i, the chin being adorned with
a beard, which word is nsed in Germany to desigudle varions propertics
in pigeons. If, in this instance, it means tho slight jow-wattle inseparable
from all sbnormally waittled pigeons, tho less of it the better, 1 ehenld
sy that n clean cut hollow effrve, from the point of the loftor
mandible down the throat, would lock best. The thickenings nt the
mrun'ru.uf the month, connecting beak and oye-wattles, aro ealled the
“ bridles " or * flies,” and are meotioned ns points of boanty. IE ia
gaid that in whaolo eolonrs this pigeon is only fonnd of tha highest type,
all white. The pied ones arc the most valued, and on the regolarity of
their markings fanciers set o high valoe. The chief marking is that

;
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thown in the aforessid drawing by Mr. Lmdlow, which may be described
as oxnectly the same as that of the magpie pigoon, oxeept that the bend
and upper neck are white, From low down on the unpo, the white runs
down thoe #des of the neck to a point on the breast, forming & pointed
bib. Thore are also others, coloured, ih addition, on lowos hody, from
Mireast to tail, inoluding the thighs; the head and bib, wing eovorts and
flights, romaining white, The back must slways remain coloured, ng in
the magpio, and forma thoe figuro of & %ieart, and is koown ns *“the
heart." Othaes, agnin, aro all colonred excopt the hend, :I.p[.'ltlr neek nnd
bib, fligh# feathers, aod butts of tho wings; ns in the stork pigeon. The
quality of colonr in this variely Js sometimes superh, and I believe'it
has been made mee of in this conntry to improve colear in rl:ld.n.nd yellow
dragoons.

** Its fight is powerful, quick, and moro stormy than doxtorons : its
voice abropt and deep. Towards smaller pigoons it is violent, nnd there-
foro oot smited to live with thom, and is best kopt alone. It ghows
mistrust to men, and only graduslly becomes aconstomed to its feodor.’
This wild nature is common to all the earrier race agd their descendants,

The Himalayan Qarrier.—When writing sboat Indian pigeons, I men-
tioned some pentlemen named Wood, whom I kmew in Caloutts, as
enthusiastic pigeon fanciera, Thoro were four brothers of them who
bred choice pigeons, and their father had done so befors them. The
ai:ln'a'j_brnthur bad the Inrgest and best colleotion I kvow of in Caleutta,
excepting that which belonged to tho ex-King of Oude. It was in Mr.
Wood's aviaries I first saw the virioby which I have nemed ns above,
the native name of which I have forgotten, if T over honrd it This
pigeon i3 abont the size of an averaga deagoon. 1t is very hard and
close feathered, upright in carriage, thin in neck, modorately long in j
neck and limbs, and ioclined to be short in fights and teil. Tt is short

Jo face, measuring abont 1in. from centro of oyo. The beak is stout
and shick ot the base, rather sharp than®lunt at the point, and atealght.
The head is nngnh: or wedge-shaped, the brow forming nn nngln.with
the crown and beak. It has a smooth beak-wattle, of moderats amonnt,
which never grows quite &0 lnrge sa that considercd necossary for o
show dragoon. The siriking point about this pigeon is ita ataring or
bolting eyes, which stand more out of its head than I have ever soon
in other pigeons. They are mostly hazel-coloured, largs, bright, and

T ]
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surrounded by s thin, smooth wattle, of sbout five-cighths of an inch
diameter in matured birds, Tho colours of thosa I saw were blsck or
blne pied, the white predominnating, somoe boing noarly sll white, Tho
black and blue patehes were disposed without sny regunlafity, no two
birds being exactly alike. This pigeon, though a sub-varicty of the
earrigr, has assumed o distinet type of its own, and beara a highly-brod

lock ; and I imagine it is a bird capable of flying long distonces.
-
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. THE ENGLISH ‘POUTER.

THIS nobla pig&fu. has always hcm: congidered one of the finest voristios,
sharing, with the carrier, the premier position in the faney sifice the time
when we have any records on the subjset. It is referred to by Willnghby
as follows : ** Croppers, so called becaunse they can, and nanally do, by
attracting the air, blow up their crops to that etrnnge bigness thot they
exceed the bulk of the wholo body beside. A cortain Hollwnder informed
Aldrovandus that these Kroppers Duve, as they call thom, are twice ns
big as the common Domestic Pigeons, which, as they fly, and whila they
make that mormuring noise, swell their throats to a graat bigness, and
the bigger the better and more generons thoy afo csteomed. Thosza
that I saw at Mr. Cope's, & citizen of London, living in Jewin-streat,
seemicd to me nothing bigger, bt rather loss than Runts, and somewhat
morf™slender and long-bodied. These differ no less one from another in
colonr than the precodent ' (i.e. ronts).

Meagre though this description bo, wa enn loarn from it that, 200 ¥oars
ago, the London poulers were large pigeons, slender nnd long in body,
and with great cropg Sirty years Inter, bowover, we have Moore's
engeinet account of the crigin of the English pouter ; but whothor it was
merely a traditionary sccount, or a narcative of facts within hia own

'knutlei;:a. cannot now, I fancy, bo getermined. First of all, e de-
gcribes the Duteh cropper as follows: *f This Pigeon secma to bo
originally Duich, being naturally thiek' (this s eurions reasdhing),
*“and its Name is derived from o largo Bag, or erop of Wind, which they
carry umder their Beak, and can st Pleasarn either raisoe or depross ; thay
are thick bodied and short, their Logs are likewize thick, ahort, and
feather’d down to their Feet: their Crop ia large, but always hangs low
the Feathers on their Thighs hang looss, whereby thay are said to Pe

s
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fing-thigh'd ; thele Legs stand wida and they soldom play upright; they
aro gravel Ey'd, and pencenlly vory bad Feedors, therofore ns soon as
they have fod off thoir soft Aleat it is proper to put their Jyoung ones
ander a pair of small Bunts, Drggoons, or Powting-horsemen, which may
ba k:'z]_'.t. a4 Nursos for that Purpese., There ave of all Sorts of Feathers
in this Pigeon, and tho Defch in breeding it take o vory great care; for
a% soon na they havoe fed off jheir soft Ment, they put the young ones
nnder others %o nurse, and fhen sopaeate the old ones, i-;]aci.ng them
in different Coopa, and feedivg them high with Homp or Rapa .Seed for
peMonth, thon turning them togethes™; and by being very hearty and
salncions, they breed Pigeons with very good Properties: from whenoo
wo may oBserve, that won'd Maenkind bo lika nhammior-m, their Progony
might ba mora compleat both in Body and Mind, These are the Pigeons
that nre most apt to gorge, if not kepd gonstantly supplied with Meat
and Water."

Moore next eommences his deseription of the English pouter by
saying : **This Pigeon, which woa first brod in England, and ia therofore
call'd the Englizh I’q‘:ﬂle‘r, is originally n mixt breed batween o Horse-
man and a Cropper, and by matching their yonng onea over and over to
the Cropper, Experlonco teachea us, it will add o wonderful Deauty to
this Bird, ond rajse in it the five following Proporties.”  Though
Moore does not say what kind of cropper wos used for brooding ethe
English pouter, the inference is that he referred to the aforesaid™®uteh
variety, which is, in fact, the only cropper he deseribea, His descrip-
tion of what constituted o good English pouter in 1735, is, indacd, excol-
lent, so far as it goes; and though he doos wet go minutely into the
appenrance of the bird, his nccount of it, hod lg:uthing boen ndded by
the anthor of the Treatisa of 1763, would give those who rend his work
to-dny the idea that our ponter is identieal with the ono he describes.
During the thicky yeard Eoi!uw-lug the pablication of Moora's worl, .hu“"
ever, a considerable improvement appears to kave besn mado in the
broeding of fancy pigeons, o3 I learn from tha fol®wing, token from
the preface of the Treatize of 1765, pago xiv.: I is to he obsorved
that the specics in general, and the almond tnmbler in particular, are,
from great care and expence in breeding them, areived to so great a
perfection, snd so different from what they were twenty or thirty years
past, that if o person who had been a fapcier ot that period, and had
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quitted the faney, nnd not been conversant therein during the intormo-
diate time, was to give his opinion now, he would be apt to condemn
them, for B othor reason then becanso they nre not like whot used to
bo thonght good when he wos in the fancy before ; for instance, the
powter was formerly bred with thin legs, and void of feathers on them,
which by tho present fonciers are in no ostoom, ond called by them,
paked and wire-legg'd, who now Eﬂl.]i.!ul::lllr to breed them with E.L;ung
substantial limbs, and well feathered.' » &

Una 2:’ the sct of cight old cil paintings of fmuey pigeons whick 1
am fortunate in bavieg lately acquired, and which I bove boefore referred
to, reprosents o magnificont blabk-pied pouter cock, of the kind the
above writer describes as having beon faoncied in Moore's téme. Deing
guite bsre in limb, with the ezception of o fow very short feathers
down the outside of the leg, but with none whatever on the toes, I
think it, as well as the other pictures, must have been painted about
the time Moore wrote his book, for they areall uniform, snd evidently the
work of the same artist. The pictures réepregenting the pigeons already
described being life size, I suppose that of the Black-picd cock to bo
the same, and althoongh I have cocasioually seen o bird in life standing as
high as he does, it has been but seldom. He is 14Mn, from the erown of
his head to the soles of his feet, and must have mensored about 20in.
inefenther. He 18 abort of bib, and his rose pinion might have been
dres®d, had the artist meaot to depiet o well-marked pipeon. I
think, for this reason, the picture is o portrait. I can searcely beliove
that snch a pigeon could have been produced, in the way Mooro snys,
under hali o cenlury ot least, for the immense crop and intricate
marking would ala:zn.tu.ke long to fix after o cross with tho horsamon,
and thew, Willaghby's description of the pouter, such ns it is, written
sbout sixty years before Moore's, is extant. At the same time, when n
drageing of o medel pouter is made, guite devoid of erop, there can be
seed in it muoch of the shapo of the thoronghbred carrier, na anyono
mey prove for hfnaelf, so that it iy extromely likely that tho umion of
such a bird a8 Moore's Duteh cropper and the earrier wonld result, nitor
a long careful breeding, in such a bird as the English ponter. We find
that, with age, certain poutera dovelopa s good deal of beak and cye-
wattle, thongh birds of the same family vary grostly in this respect.
If this be not derived from a remote oross of the carrier, either direct or
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through some of the long runts which likewise possoss it, it must have
developed itself in the poutér race in the same way as in thot of the
carrier. Thero has arisen quite Iately, in Germony, a tlpeory that

thoe Englizh pouter might have been derived from o German varisty, .
tha appearanco: of which T shall deseribe, and the arguments connected o
with whieh T shall disenss, when I como to write about it. TIn the mean-
tithe, I must deseribe what congtitutes o perfect English pountor, which,

gven on the Comtinent, where Many varietiea of the family oxist, stands
confeszedly at the head of them all, and which many in this gountey
cogaider the finest, noblest, and most bétutifnl of all pigeone.

AaT bave alroady ehown, the great ru;l. on the nlmond t.n:;: bler, about the
middlo of 1t century, was the couse of the ponter being to a great
oxtent neglected in Londen, and the fancy for it appears to have been
lanpguid over afterwards, till at last the breed nearly disappeared thence.
About ffty vears ago, Scotch fanciers began to breed this pigeon, and
ultimately they got it almost entirely into their own hands. At that
time, some of the linen manufacturers of Dundee brought home with
them from London, which they were in the habit of visiting nnnually by
way of trade, many fine poutors, which have been desoribed to mo, by
thoso who remomber them, as stylish birds, good in colour and marking.
At the same time, or soon afterwards, fnnciera in the West of Scotland
aleo began breeding pooters, and from 1860 to 1870 the fancy Sor
them maj be said to have reached its zenith in Scotland. Soon aftar tho
Glasgow pigeon shows wero established, or abont 1860, English fanciers

went into pouter breedieg, but for some time they wera obliged to draw
their supplies of stock birds from Seotland, the broed being next to extinet,
sonth of the Border. As records will ahow, thia e 80 muoh the caso
that the pooter was for years often quite unrepresented at the annual
exhibitiona of metropolitan pigeon societics, the meombers of which
confined themeelves to the carriergshort-faced tnmbler, dragoon, &o. gAt
the presgnt time, Scotland and England may be said to divide between
them #he breeding of pounters, bot in London, the whry homo of thia
variety, where it was nndoubtedly produged, so far as I know, theore are
gtill faw who keap them, with the execption of the great denlors. Irish
fanciers have, to some extent, bred these noble pigeons for severnl yeara
back, end they have had the henour of produging many fine ones, oa is
“ll known. Some of ke best T have bred myeell T ean trace baok to birds
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I bought from the lata Mr. Montgomery, of Belfast, whose stock was
founded chicfly on Seoteh blood.

It has peon winal to write of the English poutor as having five pro-
pertics, viz., crop, longth of limb, length of feather, slonderness of glirth,

o 0nd feathor. Anthoritics aro divided on the respective valne of® these
properties and on which is the most valuable. Tt is no use, however, to
argue over this, aa a pouter mosk be fajrly well np in all points to htve
any chancs of winning at a good show, thd bird which fads conspiononsly
in ono qf them having little chanco n kaen competition. In describing
the pouter ] shall restrict its proflerties to four, vis., size, shapo, carringe,
and feather. :

Hiza.—Tho pontor must be a very large pigoon, very #all and np-
standing, the larger tho better. IE will be found in breeding that
the great difficnlty i3 to get it of pigantic proportions, combined with
quality in shape, feather, and carringe. Undersized pontera, othorwise
very good, are common engugh, but as soon as a certain gize is renched
thera is not only a very great difficnlty in rearing it, but it almoat
invarishly fails in shape aod cardage. It is trfe that the ponter has
not, in late years, reached the value of the carrier; bot this is owing to
tho fact that, at present, it i5 not so extensively *fapcied, and not that
it iz ensier to breed. According to what was onoo told mo by Mr.
Fulton, whose knowledge of, and experience with carriers is not execadad
by hat of any man, six carriers con be brod for one poutor, of the same

dogross of quality, according to their respective standards.  After size
nnd shape nro got, the difienlty of producing good colonr and the intricate
marking at oneo decimntes the number fit for exhibition., Thoss whoss
experionce in breedige pigoons has beon confined to self-coloured varietios,
such na carriers and barbs, know nothing of the difficulty there iz in
prodocing colour nnd marking, combined with size and shape, in the
prpter. I heliove it wns formerly the most valuabloe variety. Moore
gays, ** I havo known eight gnineas rofnsed for a single Pigeop of this
breed,"" and the Ruthar of the Treatize of 1765 quotes a eale of eponters
by anction, two pairs of which realised £13 Gs. and £16 163, respectively,
He says two pairs from the same sale were afterwnrds sold for thirty
gix guinens by private contraet. T believe £60 is the highest price which
has been paid for o pouter in late years.

fhope,—My drawing of o pouter represents the shape or ontline of a
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good bird in position. The head and beak do not constituto fancy
points, beowuse, generally, thore is nolling nbnormal about them, " AsT
have eaid, boak and eye-wattlo is semetimes doveloped to nn, abnormal
extont ; but whon it is, it is gongrally when the bird is past being 6t for L]
showibg., Allowing for size, the head snd beak of the ponter may ba .
gaiid to be of the common type.

Tha chief and most importapt part in the shepe of o ponter is the
orop, towards the sotting off of* which, to the greatest advantage, nll its
othor parts are designed. By the time o young bird bas moulted jis nest
fenthers, the breeder has an ides if if ia to be well developed in this
respect. Tha cock is averngely botter in erop than tlu..- hen, though,
o3 o yoonp® bird, she generally shows it spomor. The erop ought to
be very large, and as round as possible feom overy point of wview. I
ought to be earried with freedom, and folly expanded when the bird is
in show,

Slenderness of girth or smallness in waist shows off & good crop to the
greatest advantage, and i3 one of the prineipal points that contribute
to fine ghape in a pn'f!lcr. While mest pouters thicken in body after
two years of ago, I hove known some retain their elender girth for six
yoars, and never be® shown without winning, Foaneciors should strive
to obtain birds of the latter type, the only one which a bLresder who
has passed throogh his novitinte has any pleasure in kesping, L

The linfbs are, next to a good crop, the mest important points u?ﬁuut
the shaps of the pouter. They ought to be long, properly pluged in the
body, well shaped, and rightly feathered. Limb is mensured from the
joint of the thigh, firet above the hock, to the point of the mail of the
middle toe. A limb measuring in this way Tin. is egtea long. A year or
two ago, I visited the lofta of more than thirly Scotch and Eaglish
ponter breaders, and all the real Tin, limbed poutors I saw om my
journey could be connted on the fipgers of one hand, It is nsoal, cither =
intentionally or from ignorance of how to measure, to overstate the longth

of limb in pouters about & quarter of an inch : but this oxtra guarter
sometimos makes n great difference in the waloe of & hird, A fancier
once wrote me that he required his cock pouters to be Tin. in limb and
his kens G]in. ; but when I visited him he conld not show me a bird ont
of thirty measuring so much. Some birds wear down their toenails very
muEh; in gthers, living under the same conditions, the noils grow ont
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extra long.  Neither form ia fairly to be taken into necount in measuring
tho limb =the length of an averngo toonndl may only be iwluded, be-
canse neither form affects the heighth of o pigeon. The difference in
length of limb betwoen the cock ngyl hem pouter is about Jin., =0
othat Giin. in & hen is as good as Tin. in n cock. I have sfem, in
the whola of my oxpoericnce, only snbout a dozen poutors with limba
exeeeding Tin. in length, the longest being Tiin. I have n{inu. kad
birda put into my hands snid to measurt Tiin, and Tein., but I conld
never rgake them so much. T measure the limb of a pouter on o marked
board projesting from tho wall ‘,"]ﬂuvinl: my left thumb noil in the jpint

of the thigh, and bringing it oxactly to the corner of the bonrd, then
gtrotehing out the limb with my right hand, I con find the soxact length
to %th of an inch. Others, who nlso measure withont assistance, hold
the pigeon by the back in the left hand, place the point of the index %
finger of the right hand on the joint of the thigh, and bringing the
limb down the palm of the hand, ascertain the length from the natural
marks on their palm. This is o true way il one remembers what signifies
such and such leogtha on his hond, but not oflless, as 1 have often
found. 1 donot think thers ever have been fifty poutera alive at one tima
mensuring truly Fin. or more in limb. O more®importance, howaver,
than actonl messgrement of limba, is their position in the body and their
stnpe. Ther onght to be placed far baok, 6o that there romaing o good
]unf,’th of body between them nnd the erop. It ia only birds*so formed
that can be very tall. They ought next to be placed closely together,

and, when viewed from the front, continue to appronch ench other
down ang far as the hooks; then, graduslly separating, the feet ought
to be as far apart ps the thighs are of their junction with the body-
The hocks must elosely appronch, but not touch, each other, otherwise
the pigron caonnot walk gracefully. In profile view, tho limbs must
fogm o very obtose angle at the hogks, on which, again, depends very
mueh the heighth of a bird. I have shown, in my drawing, as neazly
ns I can, the Rorrect shape of the limba from this peoint &f viow.
While pigeons generally are in.-toed, the pooter mmst torn his fecb
decidedly out. It is quite unnccessary to deseribe all the feolta in
ghape of limb nsuvally seen in pounters, overy other form from thot
deacribed being fanlty. Limbe, either too straight and stiff, or too much
bent and ecrouching, are frequent fanlts, na olso are those eet too for
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forward in the body, or widely placed, the Intter often nppearing quite
bowed in thigh from a front view. A pouter should show all his limbs
fiT] Tar as the thigh joint, but many lLave this joint fﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂlﬁﬂ. in the
feathers of the body, their thighg Iying close to their body like a runt's,
instead of standing woll out., Finally, there is the way the limbs onght
to be feathered. The correct stylo is known ns stocking-limbod, or with
thalégs entirely covered with short, soft, downy fonthors. These feathers
may overhang af the hocks, assmuch n% shown in the illusteation. The
Teatlers on the toes must, however, be very long, spronding ont fr\:.:-m cnoh
LﬂL'rE- for three or four inches, For a short time sfier tho annnal moult,
thesa tos feathors remain perfect in som birds, if earo hos been exeroised ;
but they neger romain perfoct throughout the senson, and usnally get
broken before they are full grown., They give such birds ns have thom
a very fOne appearsnce, but very few aro natorally furnished with thom
in perfection, if the limbs themzelves are jnat completoly stockinged, and
not overfeathered. Pounters proper, as spart from small oroppers, are
not now found entirely bare-lepged, the lenst amonnt of leg-covering
being about half of t®s leg bare, or with short feathers on the outsides
of ihe limba and on the toes. This is how the portrait of o'pouter is
ropresented in the Tweatine of 1765, which shows the graduval improve.
ment in this respect from Moore's time. Pounters are now found from
half leg-feathered to rough limbed, some of the lntter having coarss hoak
feathers seaching the ground, and toe feathers over six inchos Thng.
Buch leg-feathering quite impedes gracefnl movement in a bird ; bat as
it ofton comes in those otherwise excellent, such aro bred with others
peder-feathered in limb. In motehing stocking-legged birds together,
the produce is rather inclined to come bare-logged, and it is monoying
to find what are otherwise the best young birds Fsl:l.. Bough limbs have,
and I fear always mmet have, o place in every loft ; but aa o mattor of
indiridnal taste I dislike them very much, greatly preferring thin ]im}ipd
birds, asthey are infinitely bandsomer, more grocefnl, and have preater
freedom, in movement. It can be scon whata heavy t#x on the pouter
breeder this matter of leg-feathoring is of itself, All cleo may be abont
right, but it is three to one against the limbs being properly feathered.
Longth of feather, t.2., the length from the point of the beak to the ond
of the {ail, is next to be considered in the shape of the pouter. This ia
ascertained by helding the bird in the left hand, then, placing the index

-
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finger of the right hand under his beak, and tho thumb st the baok of his
head, he gan ba strotched out to his natural length and measgred agninst
a marked beard as before.  In this way sowmo birds messure 20in., wlich
is gm-d.'.:-u}:t'ls, I onee saw one 21in. full, but ho had one three-leaved
feather in hiz tuil which wns an inch [n;ngur then tha other feathers, and
which wns accordingly of no vilue, but ratber o fnult. T have often
mensnred two ponters snd found thom the same lengih, thiough the ﬂ:g\hu
and tail of one of thom were a full inch lopger than those of the other, The
Birds were differently formed, one making up in nock what he lost in
feather. I think this is whero+the carrior cross is proved, in greater
length of neck, enabling the bird to stand higher, nud giving room for
greater developoment of erop.  Short-nocked birds, whoso lesgth depends
on flights and tail, have littlo style, and con mever have fine earringe.
Mero length, from beak to tnil, should never have been mode o property
in the ponter. 'This has cansed much mischief to the bird, by making
those who do not anderstand the design of ita originotors go no further
than the nearest tape line or 26, rulo when judging them. A poutor mey
be too long as well as too short. What he onght®to be depends entirely
on the set and apparent length of his limbs. There are three too long for
every one too short, A ponter which has Tin. elimbs, of the proper
shape and rightly placed, and which has a good long nock, ean afford to
mcasure 190%in. from point of beak to tip of tail, and no more. A bird
measoring Yiin., however long in neck, requirea limba 7iin, leag, of the
vory best description, to enable him to stand properly.

The next exeellenes in shape of a ponter, suppesing him to bo standing
in pesition in n show-pen or on tho ground, is ta bo hollow-backed, the
opposite of which, 'I:.Eing hog-backed, isa most sorions defoct,  His wings
must b earried cloge to his body, nnd well np, 50 na to show his breast
and belly in profile, a8 T have delineated. Drooping wings, which eon-

- ool this outling, are vory fanléy, uud.gﬂnnmll}r hereditary, His flights

must always be carried over his tail, and rench nearly to the end of if.
They ought to Be brond and not narrow. The tail should be, earried
very near the ground, but not tonching it, It c-ug.;ht nover to bo carried
high, which is a great, though commeon fanlt. Almoat sll the best
pouters I ever saw wern eplit-tailed, e, the tail in two oqual divisions,
more noticeable when the bird is in the hand than when at liberty.
Some of the best old fanciers look npon the split-tail as a mark of high
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brecding ; aud thoy regard long linirs en the breast of o pontor in the -'l
eamo light.. Poutors have often cxtra tail fontlors, ns muny 48 fitcon |
prirTJ.tri.us being common. Several strains have also fn “f,g.a primary
flight, and I have someiimes bad balf my stock with eloven flights .
a sidor |

Corriage—Haoving sinted what constitutes good ghapo in a ponter, ns
heguny be scon standing still in o show-pen, or on the floor of his laft, T
now come o degpribe the way 11';n11g]|.{. to carry himsell whon in motion.
Regarding carciage, Moore expresses himsell as follows : —" Deaides the
five Properties before mention'd, there 38 another; which tho” not gene-
:;ﬂ[} allow"d, will be fonnd to be one of *the best—I mesn the Carrings.’’ 1
A pouter whigh is not formed on good lines, and is not well proportioned,
can never look well, however he may earry himeolf ; but howevor well he
mny be ghaped, it does not follow that his carringe will bo right. Shape
and carriage are, therefore, separate propertics, ns Moore states. The
crop being well filled, the bird may, as ke ploys ap to bis hon, begin to
*“bufle,"" as Moore describes if, or to cheke with wind by overfilling his
crop. He then sets npPike feathers at the back of his neck, and stroggles
from =ide to side, endeavonring to free himself from the coenmbranoe.
Some birds are much addicted to this fanlt, and will, nnless enught up
and relieved, by their beaks being opened, nnd the air being prossed ont
of their crops, remain choked for half an hour ata time. Some birde,
thongh naturally possessed of capacious crops, nover fill them, but Mlow
them to hang down like an empty bag. Theso are snid to bo slack-
winded, and, as Mooro says, ** appear not mueh better than an ill-shap'd
Ront."" A ponter as he plays must keep himeelf perfectly npright, so
ibat his head is perpendiculsr with his foot; he must en no account
jump off the groond as he plays, but walk in o 'm'r; dignificd way, and
with his tail elightly spread ent. A grave fault in carringe ia jumping
off the ground as he playe, which is generally accompanied by rumpi:-u‘g,
or setting up the feathers of his back and romp, the {ail ot the snme timo
being tucked under him and dragged along the ground.® All these faults
of carriuge are often seen in pouters which look well enough when
standing still. They ought, therefore, to be always judged in n large
ehow-pen to allow their carriage to be seen, which is now gencrally done
af important shows.

Feather.—The standard coloura of the pouter ara yellow, red, blnck,
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and blne-pied, valuable, both of old and at the ;lronﬂ:t {ime, in the order
named, whm equal inall else.  Pure white comes next, and th-:m tho other
colours, 111u] necording to the standard, Tho way in which a 1mutl.‘r must
be pied, or marked with whito, is ns follows: On his ground colonr he
must have a croscent or half-moon tiark of white on the front of his
orop, as shown in the illnstration. This half-woon mark looks beat when
abont 2in, wide at its deepest part, It must finigh off with foo pointa
a little below tho ears, and bo set ld% cnough on the crop to lenvo
o large bib of colaur betwoen it and the beak. When th*lﬂ bib is wonting
the bild is swallow-throated, and then, of course, there i no properly
dofined ecrescant at ull. The ouds of the ercacent often reach to the dyes,
finishing off 1% widely, and this is apt to result in broken or bull ayes.
All pied pouters should have clear yellow or crange irides, and heaks
eoloured according to their feather, though it may be mentionsd that a
flosh-colonred beak is not only allowed, but admired by soine in reds and
yellows. Serious defects in marking are o blaze of white or :mlip on the
forehead, and a ring neck, which is consed by the erop morking going
right round the neck. On the shoulders, sud wgdl away from the butts
of the wings, there ought to be o mottling of single white fenthers,
forming what iz lnown as the rose-pinion, which gught to be round, and
cover o space of 1}in. dismeter. Tt is but seldom this beantiful mark
ig seen well defined; the white fenthers forming it are generally more
or Mes in patches, and it is often roprescnted by a singly patch of
white, which, when it reaches the edge of the wing makes the bird
bishop-winged, bishoped, or lawn-sleeved, which is more foulty than
being entirely solid winged, The primary fight feathera must ba white
to tho turn of the wing, or a bird is foul-fighted, and, if the outer
flight feathor alone%a foul—a common enough fanlt—he is sword-Hightad.
Next, if & pounter be lifted up by the wings, ho onght to be antirely whito
on tha lower back, sides, belly, thighs, nnd loge, The tail with its coverts,
l]_.PPiT and mnder, mnat be coloured, Eniug ont sharply off tho same as in
the nun, and the line of demarcation betwoen the belly and hrnn.at. mugk
be sharply cut, or, a8 it ix called, evenly-belted, as shown in the ﬂrrm‘!nr:

In treating of the varions colours fonnd in pomters, tho yollow comes
first as being the most valoable when all elso is egual. Cocks of this
colonr, Teally good in propertios; are, and always have beon scarce, but
good yellow hens are common encugh.  In reds, on tha other hand, good
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cocks are plentiful, nod really fno hens aearee.  These colours have a
groat natural aflivity, and are to o large extont inter-brod 'i.ll all varietios
of faney |aI;:m1:a. Tho colour of yollow pontors is ofton !E{"u}i'il“g enough,
bmt is not, in reality, auy noarer pocfoction than the majority of reds,

The latter were formerly somotidies to bo found of & glossy blood-red, /
5 = L

but they becamo very searce. In late years, attontion hoving boon

direcied to them, much has boeon done in resuscitating tho colour ; but, *

nltﬁmtgh I have seen in my exporicnce many very geod coloursd rods,
I nover saw an_r'-:rf these that could compars in genoral pouter propertios
with emch as wore only of a sefond or Hhind degres of colour, 'l’hn:m ig
o teanty and richness in the best dopree of the red colour, as moon 1
in many foreign pigeons, which makes it oniverselly #dmired. The

best red ]:u:l'E‘DL"t‘ I over saw was o cock bred in Lendon, I beliove,
which was sold by Mr. Fuolton to Mr. Ure, of Dundes, about 1870, and
from which afe descended gome of the best colonrod reds mow in
existence, This bird bad not s white beak, which meny oconsider
egsential in & red powtor; his beak was of a dark ruddy hus, His
tail was heavily stained with red, and his rump, or upper tail coverts,
were 84 rod na his wing coverts. I have alwnys considersd that it is
owing to the poverty of colonr in rods aud yellows generally that thay
are unnble to carry colour in the tail ; but however white it may apponr
to be, an exsmination will always show that tho fenthers nre mal roally
white, like _t'ha tail of an all white pouter, the shafts of the primfos
il.wi.l:lg usually dark, and the wnder coverts grey in tho lightest tailed
birds. When fine coloured red jacobina, turbitesns, or other rod pigeons
with white extremitios breed young ones with o fonl tail foather or two, ns !
they frequently do, those fenthors are invariably weak in colour comprad "

with their body feathers, Tho old broeders, finding itYmpossible to breed

red and yellow pouters with tails as dark as their wing eoverts, probably
tried to broed them with tails as white as possible, for it cannct he =
denied that a half coloured or stainefl tail doss not look well, But, t-hm:.

if the white tail were imperative, it would bo nocessary te keep rods and
Fellows obitirely distinet from blacks, for how could the black-tailed bluok,
when crossed with the red, be cxpected to breed rads with pnrs
white tails, and blacks with block tailaf As o magter of fact, the
best colonred reds and yellows are usnally the most heavily stained

in tail, therefore, finding thot it is notural for them to b 8o, it
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ghonld not prejodice them. [ do nol suppose any intelligent breeder

" wonld prefer a brick red with an apparently whita til, to a blood
\ red with " dark rump ond stained tail. There is no tronble with
the tails af bldck pouters; howover bad their eolour, they can always

carry it to the end of the tail. In crossing blaek with blno pouters,
# smoky blueks, showing wing bars of a darker hue, are o common }naulh
This ean bo bred out in » scrics of crosscs, but it roine colour in,rods
and yellows to breed any such black-bred birds with thom. The st
cross between black and red, in all varietios of pigeons, iowever good in
colour,®often resnlts in o strawberry oresandy. These are of various
ghadas, from snch as aro very light, looking as if sanded over, to sach
£3 aro of o reddizsh sirawberry, many of which nro ticked with black. It
is woll known that somo of the best black pieds bave been "bred from o
sandy and a black, Blue pied pouters have nlways been favonrites, and
their colour being the most nstoral one is ecasiost to breed good.
Through crossing with ortificial colours, blues have certuin inhoremt
fanlis which must be carelully guarded ngainst. Their wing bars ought
to be jet black, bot frequently come brown, Whag thoy are called kite-
barred. Their wing coverts onght fo be of o sonnd dark blue, neither
smoky nor dusky, nor so light and silvery that tho white rose pinions arg
with difficulty distinguished on them. White poators ought to bave
flesh colonred beaks, nnd they almost invarinbly have bull or hazel eyes.
it gay olmost be taken for certain that a white pouter, with its beak

oven slightly etained, has some coloured feathors about its head. A
white poater with a dark, or portly dack beak, cannot rightly be
i shown in a class for whites, if the strict letter of the law bo enforced,
. but smch & bird is in muoch the ssme position ne o white-ventoed black
' carrier, in a class for blacks. The difference betweon them is that tho
carrisr’s fault is hidden, whilo tho pouter’s is very glaring, Thero
was ones n strain of orange-syed white poutoers, but whether they
wiro freo of foul fenthers I know o8t Pore whites with orange eyea
wounld look very well, and I 6ee no reason why they ehould not, ¥ over
shown, be allowed to compate with whites, for thoy would really®*have an
additional property over bull-eyed birds, end ona difficnlt te keep up, as
in white jacobins and white tumblers. There wonld always, however, bo
n suspicion that they were foul feathered somewhere; but eo there is
with other pearl or yellow-cyed white pigeons.
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Tha eolours of pontars other than yellow, red, blaek, and blue-piod, and
pura white, are generally ealled off-golours, and are net so valunblo, noe
aro_they goferally brod for. This wounld not, howover, long confinue to be
tho ease if the pouter fancy were to oxtend grontly over the country,
bocause inoreasing competition wonld eanso broeders to eultivate romo of
the antc-al[ed off-colonrs, mony of which are vory beautiful, Thon, which ia e
a standard colour in carricrs, was, il lately, very scarce in poutors.
I not admiro it myself, but jt eonld ba vastly improved if brod for,
Duns arc usualy hens, and I dnly know of one good cock ab preseot,
I have seen blne, red, yellow,.pnd dom chequors. Of those theblue is
tho.only one which ean bo #aid to be common, and it i3 not so commeon
as formerly. Mot being brod for, such chequers ns come Jn crossing the
#olid with th#barred colonrs do not represont what conld bo mode of them

o ore they to be systematically bred for; bot in the present state of the

pouter fancy Ldo not think there is room for them. The blue-chequer is
of two kinds, the light and the dark, sometimos ealled black-chequer,
The light blue chequer can be prodoced by erossing blues with blacks,
It is neeful for improving colour of wing-coverts and bars in blues, but
it must bo used with care and with dne regard as to how it wna produoced
iteelf. This colour has always existed in the breed. The black chequer
is sometimea so dark Thet it is apparently black on the wing coverts,
but its tail is dark blue with the usaal black bar, and any foul festhers
on its underbody are greyizh blue. Thia eolour is often thrown by n..pu..l.r
of reds which have had o recent cross of black. It ia & vory good cross
for black, and some of the most lostrons black-pleds bave bLeen so
produced,

The mealy has always been a favourite colonr in Scotland, becanse
many of the best pouters ever seen have beon menligs. It ia of varions
shades, the correct colour being the snme na in the beat show Antwerps.
The neck and wing-bars ought to be lnstrons red, and the wing-coverta
of a clear light tint, but still decided cnough to show op the rose pinion.
The tail should bo #o light as to appesr nearly white, Mealy has boon
continusdly bred with blue, and, consequently, most ::w:l.iiu arg of n
bluish tint, with a hard blus black beak, instead of a soft colonred roddy
ome. Mealy could be greatly improved by coliivation, which it iz well
worth, as are the other bar-winged colours, the silver and yellow-
mealy. Silvers are cocasionally bred from bluss, and are almost invari-

l
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ably, in my experionco, hens, It is many years sinco I heard of n silver
cock., The wing-bars and nook of a silver ought to bo of welear bright
golden nhm and not as black as possible, whish would bo a ﬂﬂ]mrtum
from the vorrect colour, and too near an approach to blme. The wing-
covorts should be of a creamy dun, and only dark enough to show*up tha
rogt-pinion. The tail is of o mediom shado of dun, barred with tﬁu BRImE
colour as that of the wing-bara, Tho y.u:lllnw-munljr onght to hove Erig'ht.
yellow neck and wing-bars ; but the wing-coverts in this colour are nover
a0 docided in colour 24 to show the rose-pjuion without the closeat exami-
:uu-t-inn.. The tail is so light as to appesr white. They are usually byns,
Tha four solid colours, blask, duh, red, and yellow, have, therefors, their
corresponding barred colours, all of which are very beautifal when good,
but in the presont state of the fancy, I question if thers is & sufficionoy of
breedera to give them the attention they require. In erosging the barred
with the solid colours, chequers ars produced, which are of groat service
in breeding back to the barred, but detrimeontal to the solid colours, which
they tond to spoil, which is well known to those who undorstand breeding
for colour, -

To give s pouter overy chance I compptition nt o show, it must
ba carefully tamed and remdered familiar by syatbmatia teaining. The
difficnlties which beset the pouter fancier on this account are very
geaphically described by Eaton, in & note where ho compares the ever
merty Norwich cropper with the froquently sulky and phlegmafic ponter,
which I may give afterwards. Temper and disposition are very varinble
in pouters, mauy of the best obstinately rofusing to show off what good
shape they possess, when penned up.. To send the average pouter direct
to n show from his IEt't or nvinry, where he has boon so far ab liberty,
withont preliminary training, is to loso half the chasce he may have of
winning., The greater part of the life of some birds, even in the broeding
eegson, is ppont closely peoned upy but most fancicrs have maither
sccommodation nor inclination to keep them in this way, and only
commenee to teafh them after their brooding time. Every bird which is
intended to be shown mnst, therefore, be penned np separately, the cocks
ouf of aight of the hens, and by slways talking to thom, by nging snch
expressions ed ** kip, hip, hoo-a, hoo-n,'" and at the same time Enapping
tho fingers, n good temperod pigeon soon becomes very tame, and showa np
whonover called upon. A prond hen that will stand quictly on the hand

(1]
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may also be ¢arried round bofore the cocks, which soon puts them on
their mettle sand it is good to allow all penned-up birds out ongo a doy,
a0 thut they may stroteh their wings, It is o bad 11:m_r.1<~n to pur. ong's
hands in the pens and allow the birds to ]11.:,.’.{ nt thom, i.l}? 'u!‘h'lf.'l:l thoy
got a hAbit of alwnys jumpieg off their blocks and coming to the front
of their pens on the approach of snyone. TPouters nre naturally fomiline
biris, fow of them refusing to ban:umu very fame if any trouble is takon
with them ; but gerseverance nml judicions trentment must be oxercised,
and kindness secorded to snch, as keep long shy and etubbora, Eﬂr they
will not bo driven into showing. The lato Mr. Montgomery said, ** Pigeons,
like other animals, have got tempera ; and o solky, bad-tempered bied
will never boss winner in & show-pen, and I question 1 propriety of
breeding from euch bieds, ns they trausmit this peculinrity as well as
* cthers.” As o breeding from such, everyone will, of course, be puided
by circumstances. I fear good pouters will never Le plentiful enough to
allow any hard and fast line to bLe drawn sgainst breeding from ona pos-

sessing a particular fanlt, if good otherwize.
-
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CHAPTER LXXV. '_
s 5
- THE NORWICH CROPPER.

Tue Norvgch cropper is o pigeon which is found in its purity in the
connties of Norfolk, Suffolk, and Essex, It has hithorto tI-I!L'T.L nndeseribed
by nama in any book treating of English pigeons, though quite distingt
from the large pouter ; but there are some allusions to®t by Eaton, who
was evidently sensible of its great bematy and fine style. The uplopor
and pouting-horseman arc two varieties of croppers which Moora
describes at pp. 37 and 33 of hia ** {!nlumb%ﬂum," as follows: * The
Uploper is & Pigeon bred originally in Holland, its Make and Shape groos
in every respect with the English Powtor, only it is smaller in avery
FProperty. Ifs Crop is very round in which it ge:n}rn]];.— buries its Bill ; its
Logs are very small nod slender, and its tocs are short and closs togather,
eﬂ, which it trends so nicely, ihat whon moving, you may put anything
under the Ball of its Foob: it is close thigh'd, plays very upright, and
when it approsches the Hen, generally leaps to hor, with its tail eprend,
which is the resson the Name is given to it, from tho Duteh Word
Uplepen, which signifies to leap up. These Pigeons are gonoeally all
blue, white, or biack, tho' I will not assert that there nre no Pieds of
this Species. There are but very few of thom in B agland, and T have hoen
inform’d that in Hn-tLarl.I they have ask'd five nod twenty Guincas for a
ssingle Pair of them.” u
Moorn t!:.Ln describea the ™ Powting Horseman' as follows: * This
Pigeon 15 a bnau.rd Strain between the Cropper and the Horieman, and
according to the Nomber of Times that their young cnes are bred over
from the Croppoer, they are eall'd first, second or third bred ;. and the
oftner they are bred over, the larger their Crop proves. The Reonson
of breeding these Pigeons is to improve the Strain of the Powters, by
making them close th:gh d, the' it is apt to make them rump, fpom the

1
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g Horseman's Blood, They aro n very merry Pigeon upen o House, and by

often L_In.s-hing 4 are good to pitch stray Pigeons, that aro nt o Rosa to

find their own Home; thoy breed oftes and are good Nurfps, pgnorally

feeding their young oues well. [ have kuown these Pigeons to ba six

Inches nn’;’i six and o half in Legs; thoy aro a hearty Pigeon, nnd, give

"am 'Lml; Meat and Water, need very little other Attendance. Somo of

them Will home ten or twonty Blileg,’”

Thore iz eortainle mueh in the desoription of the uploper which agroos
with that of the Norwich croppen, and if Moore had snid thot they were
marked alike, I would consider the breeds identieal. The uploper was,
however, a 3elf coloured eropper, and I‘JI'.H:FI.'! conld not sny positively that
there were piefs nmong tho breed. While the shape, c.f-eri.rl.r;r'., and

enoral charneteristics of the Norwich cropper are woll described by
Moore in his aceount of the uploper, its merry disposition sud peculinr
flight is, to o slight extent, mentioned in his description of the Pouting
Horsoman : but T cannot consider the lattor to bo the same variety, for it
was eridently much nearer the pouter in size, nothing like Gin, to Glin. in
limb being found in pu:a'crupp-:-rs, nor have they the sliphtest indieation

of over having been crossed with the Horseman, their heads and beaks

being of & pure bloe rodk pigeen formation. That the Morwich eropper,
1% it exists, is & mueh older and more constant breed of pigeon thon the
English pouter, T am well satisfied of, but I have no menns of knowinge
how long it"has existed, or bow it was originally produced. Tts markile,
like the pouter's, is fonnd in several continental brecds of eroppers, and the
probability is that both onr pounter and cropper were gradually bred np
from continentsl varieties, perhaps bronght here by immigrants in the
middle nges, Gonzales, in his acconnt of Britain (1730}, says of Nor-
wich, * the worsted monufacture, for which this city has long been
famons, was fivst ‘brought hither by the Flemings, in the roign of
Edward III., and afterwards impeoved to great perfection by thy
Dutch, who fled from the Duke d' Alvas' bloody persecntions.’’

The peoperties of the Norwich cropper are sizo, ehape, carrisge,
fenther, and fight. The latter is, indeed, the chief point with many,
who, though they may admire all the other points, consider thom as of
little consequence if a bird cannot perform well in the air. The German
writers, Neumeister and Priitz, mention cartain peculiaritiea in the flight
of some of the continental pigmy pouters ; but thet similar pooulisritiea
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aro sharod by o pure English varioly, the fanciors of which have an old,
thoug!® wnwritten, codo of rulos to guide them, is not gdhernlly known.
L learged miuch of what I know of these rules from Mr. ]Iurol;nm. of
Calchipstor, who graduated under an old eropper fancier, the lato Afr.
Purry, of Great Yarmouth, who, I beliove, diad at an aﬂﬁmcmi noe
somawhers about 1871, He wns a cropper fancier all his life, always
kept up & stock of good birds, and wps always willing to buy a g;ﬂd one.
I have one old cock which belonged fo him, from which the best T have
are gescondod. *

Size.—1 admiro smullness ‘Di sizo in a cropper, though not gt any
gacrifico of rhnt goes to make up genoral pood shape. DMr, Boreham and
others, with whom I hove exchanged ideas on the subjec®, agres with mo
in this, while many pay no regard to gize if a bird flies well. Tho best
eroppers I have seon wereof o medium size, but there éa little diffarence
in sizp botween the largest and smallest birds of the pore breed.

Shape.—While it wonld take the best parts of eeveral first-class
English pouters to make up such o pigeon as my drawing reprozents,
I have seen many croppers r1|.1i:t.|-.'.l equal in chtline to my illustration.
The ecrop in these. pigeons ia, for the most part, far better de-
veloped than in ponters, thele respective siles considered; indeed,
many of these beantiful little pigeons have crops that would be con-

ai:!e:m! good in o large poanter, The crop, or bladder as it iz called in
Norwich, is often as round as o ball, oven flling 01:L'hbhjud the
neck, go that a perfectly spherical shape is somotimes atfained by it,
apd in if, a5 Moore sava of the uploper, the bird ** generally burics its
Bill." The legs shonld be entirely free of feathers; but about half
the number of crgppers I haveo seen nnd possessed have bnd some short
feathers down the ootsides of the legs and on the middle toss, which I
cousider so far faulty, the bare-legged birda being very much smorter in
sappearance. Howover, as somoe & the beat birda are slightly feathor-
legged, thurn.:e not to be discarded on this nceount. Flight being con-
sidered all in oll by many cropper fanciers, feathered lega e of little
consequence ; at the enme time, bare logs are allowed to be corcect, I
kave not secn any pure eroppers completely etocking-legged, and the more
they are 2o the worse they look. No donbt the pouler is vastly improved
with completely feathered stocking limbe ; but, na T have shown, it was
bare-legged in Moore's time, The little cropper baving, hD"-l'EI"J'U.[', quite
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a difforent carringa from tho pouter, feathored loge give it o clumsy
appearance, whivh is & settled quostion nmong many of thowse whoe keop
them, The legs ought to be placed in the Lody as in the pputer, com-
pared with which the eropper is straighter in limb, not inclining &0 much
at the hnc",_:s. Slenderness of girth, or of wadst as it is termed, is, of
conrse, an admirable property in the eropper, and bost seon in young
birds, m; they naturally thicken as they ineronse in age.

Rogarding lengthef Lmb and fedther in croppars, T give the following
measnrements of my own birds, gome of which were bred in .\'urLolk
and thg adjsining counties, and the others by myself. Ton cocks avernge
5%in, in limb, and 15in. in feathor; t]l.e:.: vary from Siin. to Stin. in
limb, and from 14}in. to 153lin. in fenther, Nine hens averago 5Sivin. in
limb, and 1£}in. in feather; they wary from Sin. to 5lin. in limb, and
from 14in. to 15in. in feather. There is, therefore, nothing like
the wariztion in length of limb and feather among them that
thero iz in pomters. Their average lopgth of limb, in propor-
tion to their averago longth of foather, is also equal to what is enly
rarely attained in ponter®, which proves them o be more casily bred
good in shapa than pontera. ‘This is, iu'ﬂceﬂ, tho ease, and mony perfect
models in shape may be feund among them, which of conrse makes them
vory much leas valuable. A good cropper ghould fosl no henvier in the
hand than an average sized common fying fumbler. They vary a little
in size, like otery other varicty. .

Currin_;re.—'l'hu cropper has the moat npright carringo of any variety
of ponting pigeon I kmow of. They occasionally overcharpe their crop
with wind when young, but gemerslly scon grow oub of this habit.
Slnck-winded birds aro almost noknown among them. Ho long as thay
keep in health they remnin in show, and in this respect present the
greatest controst to large ponters.  For the most part they walk perfectly

npright, their wings heing carried tighigy to their sides, and their fights _

never crossed ot the points. They ars, howaver, inglined to carry their
wings rathaer low, thereby not showing so much of their belly nnd thighs
in prefile as iz desirable. The fights ought not to reach to the ond of the
tail by nearly an inch, long flighted birds being bad fliers. Tt is notice-
able that the best flying varietios, such as bluo rocks, tumblara,
dragoons, Antwerps, triganicas, and croppers, are all rather short in
flights, long wings being impedimental to pigeons in their Aight, whatever




R |

The Morwich Cropper. 2g
they may bo to some other kinds of birds. The tail of the cropper is
earciedens shown in the drawing, and seldom any higher, Tw stretching it-
solf to jts ntgoost height it often walks only on its frout toes, the bafk ones
being off the ground, or just tonching it, rosombling in thia respect the
uploper, regnrding which, Aoore says, ** that when moving yon*may put
anything ander the Ball of its Foot." Tta style of movement so far
resomblos the pouters ; but it is :l.'IIu'wu'll]l:\ for tho eropper to H]:-'r'l'l{_; off
the gronnd when playing to another pigeon, and this if often does in leapa
of thres or four feet acrosa the floor, oponing its wings on ita way, and
quickly closing them ns it alights. Thia lenping, which is =0 uogainly
in the pouter, is exocuted with'snch expertness by the cropper that it is
pleacant to Bee them perform if. L]

Feather.—The eropper is found in eight principal pied colonrs, all of
which are ndmired, becanse they are all beautiful, Four of these afe
solid colonrs, and the othera are their corresponding borred ecolours.
Some of them being known, in the croppor fancy, by different names
from what iz wmsual, the following is the Norwich and goneral nomen-

clatures : -
ExciLisn PorTER. o Nomwrcn Crorren.

Black. lack,
Rl o
Yellow, Yellow,
Din. Mousa,

- Blue, Blue.
MMealy. Dun., E
Yellow.Mealy. Ureann, .
Silver. Clotl.

Black, owing to the practico of hreeding the best Oying birds together,
repardless of their eolour, e seldom seen very gloasy in eroppers. Some
of the hest sgh:]pﬂ:! and marked birds I have scon wore of this coloor.
Black pieds aro often quite fros of chjectionable leg feathoring, and

nerally very good fliers.  Cinnapons (reds) and yollows are searco and
diffienlt to get, I have seon and had well marked and fairly coloured
birda of both* They are generally somewhat fonthered-legged, which
makes them valuable to breeders of stocking-legged pied pigmy
ponters. Mouse-coloured croppers (ie. duon, as in carriors) are nob
common. I wes told that the late Mr. Perry, of Yarmonth, hafl o good
bird of this eoloar, and as T bred one myeelf from the ‘bird which for-

meely bolopged to him, it may have been s descondant of the one he had.
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The great proportion of eroppers aro of the bar-winged colours, blus
and don (i.e pealy) being the commoncst. Tho blue ought, of goursns,
to have black bLars, but kite-barred blues are very commog. 'I;Iu:. dun,
liko all mealy pigeons, has a light tail. Tts neok and wing boars ought to
b brighh red, and its wing coverts of a clear light mealy, when it is
callad a filler dun. A rod dun bas the wing coveris of & reddish tingo, and
betwaah the miller dun and cinvamen thero are wany degroes of colour,
aocording to the axgonnt of red in tho plamage. Cloth (i.e., gilver) is one of
the prettiest colours, andis of wany ahndes, Itsneok and wing bore vary
from a light dove-coloured to a bard blackial dun: o benutiful gelden
chesout duu boing the most pleasing tint' Its wing coverts ought to bo
of a soft erenmg don, only dark enough to show up tho roso finion, Thia
colour has, of course, a dun tail, barred to mateh the neek and wings,
£lotha are mnst.b' hens, a really good cloth coek being rather o scarce
pigeon, Creams (i.e., yellow mealiss) are also psoally hews, and very
rara. They have, of course, a licht tail, and their colour is so dolicate
that a rose pinion is scarcely distinguishable om their wings. Their
pecks and wing bars oofhi to be rich yellow. The barred colours are
very moch inter-bred, the resnlt being left to chance ; in fact, it is usoal
to breed two good birds together, no matier whot eolour they are;
hencs, unless when breeding from a pair of the same ecolour, and not
always then, it is impossible to prediet what the young ones will bowe
like. To improve blacks, yellows, and cinnamons, they ought, "of
course, Y0 be kept distinet from the barred colowrs. As all the solid
and primary barred colours are found in eroppers, the intermediate or
chequered also exist in great voriety of shades, bub they sre not
ginerally liked or bred for. Pore white birds aro ocensionally acon, and
whites with coloured tails are an old and favourite variety. There aro
ithree colonrs of them, viz., black, blue, snd cloth-tailed birds, To be
properly marked they coght to be upti.rr_'iy white, with the cxeeption o.f.
the tail and its upper and under coverts. Some colourad fenthers on tho
head are gften found in them, as well as a white feather b two in the
tail or among the under tail coverts, which donot look well when thoy are
flying. Their tail primaries onght to be sound in coloor, but are fre-
quently Yery much grizzled with white. 'The cropper ia very often mis-
marked in having an excess of white, though I have had o few of them
very well marked to the pouter standard. A doficiency or total want of
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bib, cansing the ugly swallow throat, is vory comwmon; ec is the blazo
face, orenip on the fovelond. A flesh-coloured beak wsually necompanios
o large snip 1, they aro then said to bo piuk-nesed. The whole frout of
the crop is often white, and ring-necks sre sewetimes found. The rose
pinion is, however, occasionally seon Lesutifully defined, butea wing
ires of auy whito 38 woro seldom weon than a bishop wing. *A good
flying bird, however ill marked, is bred from, bocause perfect Hight s not
ensily pot, and so bud marking is lwrlrui-llllti!d. 4 2
FII;J':L—TJm eropper is the merriest and liveliest, and can bo mada the
tamest and most familiar, of all pigoous. In the loft, or oub of it, he is
alwnys on the move, and so 13og as ho romaing in lhealth Le kecps in
show, 'The Tules for good flying are as follow: A gogd bird should
gpring up from his trap like an acrobat from a spring bonrd, and go off in
o gircle, londly clappivg his wivgs, so thet he can bo heard from nfare
Hia tail must be carcied spread out like s fam, but Euprcr!.i-leli in the
middle, so that it has the shape of o scoop. A well spread scoop fail ia
valuable, bocause rare to get. Exten fail feathers are often found in
croppers, some baving fourteen or more. A well-carned tail is all the
botter to have those oxtra featheds. Like other breeds in which more
than twelve tail primaries are often seen, croppers generally want tho
oil pland on the romp. A good cropper must have a rocking aetion in
shis flight, his head and iail going up snd down like the movement of
o Pocking horse. Then, as soon as he geta enough way op his flight,
he must stop using his wings, and raising them, so that they nearly
tonch at the points, seil motionless through the air, and the longer
be can so sail the more valuable be is. A good bird will eail along for
fifty yards, gradually lowering as he goes; then, agaein using his wings
with loud claps, De will rise as much as he has fallen, and go on alter-
pately in this way till he pitebes. A eropper ought mot to fly far nor
Jongatatime. He may go twice or thrico rou nd his nouse in e wids cirele,
then pitch, play up to his ben, and fy off sgain, The time they fly bost
ia the weok or®en days before the hen lays, when their eourting is going
on; but even when sitting or feeding young ones each will fly well alone,
though pot in such good skyle as during the time mentioned, A good
way to gain the fight of croppers is to lot cut a lot of odd cocks and ong
proud hen, when good sport may be had.
There is certainly nothing in the whole pigeon fancy from which greatee

#
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pleasnre can be derived than m flight of well trained Norwieh croppers,
Beantiful in shape and feather, grand fliera, over dashing abopt with
spirits both in the loft and out of it, the owaor possnasey in thom a
sourca of inexhanstiblo nmusoment. T have nlways kopt t!m usble nnd
majestia ponter, which overyone will allow is one of the choicest plpeons
in the ffey, but ho sudly wants the epirit and lifo of the nctive, mecry
eropgee. The ponter can certainly fly, after o fashion, and if Aown
from® his squeakerhood is fairlg® ablo to take care of himself when
allowed liberty ; but the choicest large birds cannot be said to bo at
home in the air, which the n'mi]]m: is, to & much greater EIII:E:II.f.. than
most pigeans, .

The remarks on pouters by Dizon, in his * Dovecote #nd Aviary,"
apply solely to the Norwich cropper, ns can bo seon by his allnsiona to
ata flight, colonr, &e. His illusteation of it roprosents a bare-logged
blne cropper, and i#, perhaps, the best and most lifelike picture of o
pigeon in his book. I observe from the preface of the work that ho was
living at Norwich when it wna issued. Ho ssys, at pags 122: ““The
Bipht alao of the eroppes is stately and di;:ni{':p& in its way. The inflated
erop is not generally collapsed by the $xertion, but is seen to move slowly
forward throngh the nig, like a lorge pormanent soap-bubble with o body
and winga attached to it. Tha bird i3 fond of clapping his winge loudly
at first starting to take hi= few lazy ronnds in the air, for he is too munohy
of a fine gentleman to condescond to viclent exertion, (Other Pige®ns
will indulge in tho same acktion in o less degree, but Croppers aro the
claguers par excellence ; and hence we belisve the Smiters of Willughby
to be only & syoonym of the presest kind.'" This description is very
true to nature ; but, as I have shown, tho smiter nf Willughby is the
bird known in Gen:nan_r as the ringbenter.

Eaton conld appreciate the cxcellenco of the cropper, which ha writes
of as the Pouting Horseman as follows: " I have seen some of thﬂn.
light-bodied Ponting Horsemen that appenred to me to iy as light as
Tumbtarg,.:lnd when flying with the Tumblers, their ronnderiobular orops,
well filled and np, have n very pleasing offect, owing to the contraat of
the Tumblers, With regard to dashing off, they nre not only n merry but
& epiritedd Pigeon ; not only spirited, but graceful in the extremea; T wounld
tather see an elegant shape, small or narrow-girt Ponting Horsemnen, 6in.
in the leg (think of this, Gentlemen of the Pouting Faney!) than an
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English Pouter, even if it would mensnre T7in, A Inrge English Poater,
with thiclegirt nnd hog-backed. Style is a grand thing, and {he Pouting
Hntnm:l.n.u;m the English Pouter in miniature, retaining all its propertios.”*
As T have cxplained, croppers are nothing like Glin, in limb ; bat Eaton,
il he over measured any, was probably unwilling to writc what, &t the
time, wenld have been regardod os something vory botorodox., Fifw wall
he goos om to describe what maybe scen at any show of pountors : * #pw
often it happons at n grand show of' « thoso ru:nnrk:nsln, fine, latke,
_'I’-}ug]ish-l"uuters, sfter having been provionsly prepared for showing, that
is separating each cock and hen, and not allowing them to seoa Pigeon,
ghow well in their own penps; bht when put inte ithe show pen, n mile
bird, expecting it will show, it stretches forth its head and neck,
apparently taking a sight of all the Funeiers in the reom, almost s much
g3 to say to some of them—yon owe me something ; somo muy show to o
certain extent. Tt i3 very dishesriening to Gentlemen Fde.-'n}rs of the
Enghsh Pouter when this takes place, after forwarding their birds miles,
&e., to givetheir brother Fanciers a troat, as it was supposed ; it doos not
always turn ont to be so, owing to their nob slwwing, ne it is called.
Nevertheless, it often proves a tréhb to seco what length of body nnd
ghrpe, length in leg and beantifol in feather. Tt ia otherwise with tho
light {not heavy) merry gpirited Pouting Horspman cock, when put into
tie show pen, always np and ready for hia work, not long in stripping
himeslf, putting himeelf in attitnde, and suiting the action to,the word,
display that fine aotion of showing which is well nnderatood by the Gentle-
men of the Fancy ; giving infinibe satisfaction with regard to being n merry
pigeon, &e. . . . I have this week bought two probty little Ponting Hovse-
man cocks ; T am informed they come from Norwich, I amgivento undaor-
gtond they iy tremu:nluus.ly, with very largocrops. - . . The Gentlemen
Fancicrs of the English Ponter may assume thot I admive the small Pouling
Hprseman more than the large English Pouter. The contrary is the fact ;
I nover have and never shall adviso the yonng and inexperienced Fancior
to nttempt to bifed o second-rate bied, while ho has the opportnnity to
broed o first-rate bird, therefore I shall mot adviee him to breed tho
Pouting Horseman, whila he has the opportunity to attempt to breed the
English Pouter, any mero than I shall advise him to breed a Skinnum,
Dragon, or Horseman, while he has the opportanity to attempt to breed
a Carrier, for degeneracy will do that, in spite of the efforts of the

& -
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experionced Fanciors ; but I am dosirous you should broed tho English
Ponter with guore style and grace, with a hollow back, smallor im the girt,
stout legs, but not like mill-posts, soft downy or snow- likg l‘-_q.tb-.r logs ;
bt not rushed and sprouted with feathors that almest provent the bird
from walking.""

L ]
All Pie foregoing is in o long note to Mooro's deseription of the

“ Epwiing Horseman," which I have already given. Eaton took for
grabited that the Norwich .:m;ﬁ.e: wos identical with it, and could
evidently not see, though he had bad birds direet from ‘\'-:trm..h that
they wore a pore and dist |.I.'|-:1‘. brood, baving nothing to do '-uLIu the
Hofseman, His remarks on their find atyle, in comporison with that

. 3 L]
of the p.mi-_-r. are, however, well weighed and vory bonelualve.




. CHAPTER LXXVI 2

THE PIGMY [POUTER.

A ¥EW years ago, o chapter in a*book on pigrons profossing to tredt of
pigmy ponterd agreeing in shape, leather, nnd earringo 1;ith the largo
English ponter, world have been s much out of ploce as the well-
known chapter on snakes in a certain history of Norway. At presout, s
however, thero is at lesst one standard-pied, r-hm:]:in;.-lc;gmi, pigmy
ponter, viz., tho black-pied hen bred by Captain Norman Hill, of Ealing,
in 1870, o pigeon which has been the sdmiration of oll whe bave seen it.
When in Londes iz December, 1878, I called oneCaptain Hill to sea this
pigeon, but it was absent at some®show, and since then Ihave had no
opportunity of seeing it; but I have scen its pargnts and soversl of its
ancestors, Captain Hill, at my request, has kindly furnished mo with an
scconnt of if, which T will give in his own words. I may say that T had
theYmpression—a wrong one it appeara—that this bird had begn producad

by o mizture of Norwich cropper and Anstrinn pigmy pouter bload, and
thonght that o bloe-pied cock which T saw ot Captain Hill's, and which
i3 an ancestor of his fine bird, was o poro Norwich eropper. It was this
idea that cansed mo to express the opinion reforred to by Captain Hill,
that his bird was' descended from eroppers.  Captain Hill writes as
follows : ** Some time ngo I saw o letter of youra in tha Fanciers'
- l[i"hrnu{dff on the Norwich aropper, Tihich in itself was good, and cnrreciii
writton ; but therein you ventured a romark which T must take excepli
to, and which, &t the time, T fully intended potting you right on, 23 far
as my strain of pied pigmies aro conserned. Your opinion thon wos, as
far as T can recollect, that my good pigmy that had been produced Intely
was o cross between the Norwich eropper and the foreigner. Untik I went
to Colchester, T had nover seen a cropper worth looking at ; then Tsaw one
or two in Mr. Boreham's collection, with fair markings and more
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choracter than I bad before scen. The thonght then struck we, had I
poesessed gne of them at the time T bogan, T might bave savad yoars in
thamanufacture of my pigmics; but this may be doubtful. However, I
ngver had one in my possession until this soason, when T bought thres »
from Mr. Boreham, after o had supplied you with the bost specimens ha
got ateNorwich or Yormouth. I am now giving thom up, hnving no
npgm—tutl.ir.:r of witnessing their fiying powors, and I cannot agron with
¥oR in admiring their other proprtics in preferonce to tho pigmy.

“In reply to your inguiry _hn:n.r I bred my wmunch ndmired bEEuhq:icﬂ.
pigmy, 1 may state, briefly, by te-breeding and selection of the most
dithinntive and pouter like birds for the lnst 14 yooara, Its penealogical
family tree, Jas for as I can trace it, starts from o *whole-coloured
blue Austrian pouter cock I bonght in 1866, from the late Mr, Evana,
of the Borough, nt that time = good pouter fancigr, This bird was
quite bare on -ii]:nn.'r:a. and nearly so on toes; but very emall and of fine
form. I maied him to o bloe pouter hono, o weed, emall, gay in marking,
and well feathered on limbs and tocs, determined to try to breed dworf
pouters on the same peinciplo as game bantams wors prodaced. T in-
bred for five years, and then obtaindd a whola-coloured, mealy-chequered
cock with good limbs and tos feathering, finding it more diMealt to
obtnin the latier points than eorrect markings. I mated him fo my
best pied hen, and from fhem got whole-coloured nnd foul-marked duft,
mealy, satinette, nod other nondeseript colours.  In-broeding Lhu:; for
eome wenrs with the blue-pieds, they produced soma bloek and blue
splashes, some dark, others nearly white. From two black splashed
cocke, mated to o silver and o blue-pied hen, in one season was produced
two blacks, & cock and hen, which are the porenta al'.thu little black.pied
wonder. Its dimensions are, length of limb 5in. ; length of feather
13{in. There are bred from it this fcagon, two black-pieds, two
blne-picds, two black and one blae grinshos, all small and stylish ; byt

one equal to the parent in markings, or combination of poutor
propertics ; still, T do not despair of producing othed® equally perfect
Epecimens of the miniature ponter of tho period."”

With reference to the above, not having seen the hird deseribed, [
cannotemake any comparizon between it and o good cropper; all T can
say is that I prefer such croppers as I have to any forcign pigmy pouters
I bave seen. Enowing that o pouter with Tin, limbs, properly shaped and
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rightly placed in the body, can afford to measuro 194 in., in fenther, il snch
length 4 made up in a certain way, a8 deseribed, T nt oneo saw that
Captain Hill's pigmy wes quite out of this proportion. Dut even taking
Tin. ]i.ll]'l.::l to 18]in. in festher, this pigmy, being 53in, in limbs, ought to
mesksnre 15in. in feather, if formed on the sewe lines. 1 peigted this
ont to Captain Hill, and bad the following reply: *In orvder # satisfy
you and myself, I have re-measured my litile gom, end find ]uugll.;h of
feather 13iin. full, or at the outsidd, lin. more, limb hiin. Thess are
tha same measnrements as were takou by Fulton and a crowd of admirers
at the Palace, when tho bird waa first sfown there (not for competition)
in November, 1870, It appeared thero again two months pfterwartls ot
tha Poristorduic show. Although the above mensuromonts appear out of
proportion to those you quote, and nra &0 nocording £o the old rule for
the poutet, still no one who Las seen thiz little bird has made the remark
that it was not symmetrical; on the contrary, oither on'nr off the block
it i3 considered graceful in form, end walks well, without ramping or
jumping. In my opinfon, a glendor pouter with 7in. linibs, well formed
and placed, is much more plensiog to the ayoeil nnder 19in., than oo
over that length; but such birds o%e rare. The limbs of this pigmy ara
not spindly, but well set and stockinged, with the proper corves, not too
etraight, neither bent, and with perfectly sproad toe-feathering. Markings

o vory perfect, good-sized bib, erop and both pinions correct, no approach
to"bishoping, and u troa ling ot belt; bat, like the majority of its larger
brotheen of sama colour, it has a fow foul foathers at thigh joints.
Flights ample and well carried ; colonr o deop Llagk ; dark ornnge oyo;
pout & good size and well shaped ; but, ss you intend making mention of
it, you ounght to know what wns a great gurprisa to mo and to others,
viz., the discoverf, when it was nbout nine months old, that it had deceived
us in its sex, as it turned out to be o hen after being mubehed up to
another hen. It is again keeping close company with n largo pouter hen.

® have known other instances of & similar kind, buot never ont whelo
action, voice, and coo wera so like to a cock.

#1 have given you all thess particulars, as I find I cannel bring my
mind to risk the journey to and fro of my wee pel, much as I wonld like
you to see it ot the present time, The mealy-choquer ia the ,only new
blooddntroduesd into py steain, with the exception of o yellow Austrian
hen, whose young have pever lived. The mealy is most unlike the
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Nerwich eropper, being heavily covered on limb and toos, and the bloo

cock, wirn-lt‘j_;};l:'d, ia now the oldest bird T bred, and longer in tiﬁuh than

BOY cropper.’
As will be noticed furthor on, when writing -_-.IIBn'm;Qr- croppers,

greater disproportion of limb to festher is mentioned Ly forcipn writors

than 134n. to 5%in. Captain Hill's bird must ba formed cn dilforont
lines fom the large ponter ; but whoro the difference lies I am unable to
BOY at present, As to tho sntin®tto markings ho refors to, I think he
mnst mean sometiing clse than what T understand by euch,

Properly formed and feathered stocking limba, with long tos feafhors,
seemeto ba the great diffienlty with pied pigmy ponters at prosent, [
observe this wins mentioned in the reports of the lnst Ceystal Palnco
shew. The Fateiers' Chroniele said : * Pigmy Poutors (17), We miss
ho lovely style and carciage of the birds o vory fow years back. There
is o good opporthnity for some breeders to work np thia interesting closs,”

Eaton says, at p. 72 of his 1855 book: * At the salo of Bantams,
Pigeons, &o., belonging to the Inte celobrated and spirited Fancier, Sir
John Sebright, I was astgaished to see the English Pouters in ministure,
possessing the five properties of the English Pouter.'” Some havo
supposed these wers stocking-lepred birds; bot no proof of this can ba
adduced. The above 1'; eontained in o mote on the ponting horsoman,
much of which I bave already quoted, and my own impred=ion ia that ,
they were solected Norwich eroppers such as T have mysolf. a




CHAPTER. LXXVIL o

FOREIGN CROPPER PIGEONS.

Accorpiza to Doitard and Cerbic, thero are several varioties of fouters
bred in Frifnce. The writings of theso anthors evince a personal acquaint-
anee with mosk of the varieties, but their descriptions are 50 mengro, and
their technical words so impossible to translate, just as the terms uagd
only by pigeon fnneiers hore would be into nny foreign 1fagnage, that wore
it mot for the illustrations in their books, it would be quite impossibla to
form any correct iden of the appearance of the birds deseribed.

The largest French ponters are kuown oa oPigeons Grosses-gorges, or
Pigeons Boulans, and are represonted as large, thick-bodied, shotk and
bare-legged, clnmsy, rantish-looking birds. They appear o be both self-
coloured and pied, The latter have white fights and are white in front
of tha crop, so far approximating in the disposition of their marking to
the English ponter and Norwich cropper, which duuhﬂngﬂ hove soma
remoto connection with them. The crop is well developed. Bgitard and
Corbie allow that the English pouter attnins a greator size than the Fronch.
1 made an attempt, sonte time ago, to obiain from Franeo some blood.red
pouters of this variety ; but my correspondent seprched for thom in vain.
The GFrosse-gorgd® Blen, with white crop and flights, is much spread over
Pieardy, it is said, where it is mueh esteemed. Evory soparate eolour
sooms to eonstitnta o distinet varioty with the writers cited, honeo nenrly
twenty kinds are classified, tin?, cxcept that some are entively bare-
logged while pthers are gomewhat foather-legged, I can find no mention of
any difference in form between the varions breeds, On page 25 of Droat’s
pigeon book is an oxact copy of Boitard and Corbie's Pigeon (rosse-
gorge Maurin 4 Bavetls, but entitled by him the ** Old Germun Pouter."’

The Pijeons Lillois are thus deseribed : *Thia race of superb pigeons
balongs to the poater division, since, like the preceding, thoy have the

X
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power of inflating the throat, but in n lossor degres, The crop in the
Boulans is always of o epherical form, instend of which these hawo it in
the fortn of o long pear, of which tho thinnest part is below [tqd the
largest part under the beak. These pigeons take their name from the
town of Killa, whero they uro much bred and esteemod. Their head ia
small, bedk long and slender, and they are not subject to the crop
dizeasg# of the large pontors.”

TEm-Pl'-_;em: Lillogs élégant ia 11m-h’113-|}r1 s o shork-legged, thick-hodied,
vory upright standing pigeon, with o small oval erop, which is white in
front, as aro the flights. Boitard and Corbio say: * If ia very woll r.;wlﬂ,
of an ;iogmtt and graceful form, body placdd nlmoat vertically on the logs
in such manner jhat the hoad is on the same line as the feot ; "small hend,
no eera ronnd the oyes, stockinged logs, only the middle toes covered
wWiih Ienthera-—:l.‘tmlt which iz enly met with in this varicty—wings long
and croased. This bird is of light flight, is of great produetivenass, and
is greatly to be recommonded to amolenrs who wish o unite the ugeful
with the agreeabls.'”

This pigeon seems to h#ve some resemblance to the Norwich cropper,
and from what T can make out its colouts are like those of the bar-winged
eroppers ; but to a British pooter fancier nothing more inelesant than
the shape of it, as pictored, esn be imagined, so thet I can sonrealy
beliave that it eorreetly reprosents the breed. *

Tha next wariety hns evidently o resemblence to our cropper in ﬂigﬁ"h.

Pigeot Lillois elagquarf.—"" This pigeon, which Buffon has confounded
with the fowrnant'' (Smiter or Ringbentor), * mnlkes n noise with ita
wingas when commencing to fly like n elaquelle, honco its namae, It
infintes its throat, has long wings crossed over the tﬂ.i]i n core round the
eyes, and stocking legs, Ita plumage is white or chamois, or blua
ahoaldered with white, that is having the upper part of tha wing white.
It produces well, which makes it mueckysought after,"

For my own parf, I have never secn long-flighted pigeons fly so wall as
the short-fighted. -

The Pigeons Cavaliers are recommended for their beanty and produe-
tiveness. °* This race appears to be oxtractod from ranta (Romains) and
poutars,“of which they have the gencral form, as also the power of
inflating the throat more or loss according to the variety. Some lave
thick nostrils, membraneouns and feshy, or oven o little mushroomed, but
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marely; they have o red core romnd the eyes. The Pigeon Cavalier
Farau# iz pictured as a tall, npstanding, aholl-crested, lovg-cropped, and
bare-legged gouter, Tt is said to be o eross between the common Cdvalier
and the Bagadais Mondain d Pail,

Wommneister and Priits deseribe several variotios of German *croppers
{Kropitauben), nnd eny, roganding the whole mee: ** This u'nimrau.'lly
kuown and favourito kind of pigeon js distivgnished from all ﬂtﬁ:‘“ t.':!’
its ability of pufing up the throat to the highest degmee, so thot it often
becopies as largo ns the romeining body, This i dono by drawing in
air into the throat, by means of the bill somewhat opened, the throat

valve elosing ; whiah closing is brought nbout in o manner which hos not
yet heen thoronghly investipated ; bt it is likely by o cowperation of the
nock museles.  As to the beauty of croppers, it is cssential that the neck
ba long, eo thaé the head doos not stick between theshoulders, which
gives thom an unshapely appearance, Their fight is mostly good, though
somewhat bheavy, they flap much with their wings, and frequently make
playful gyrations with their wings held high. Their propagation is but
middling, but they are muech liked on sccount & their cheerful ways and
the above described remarkable Blowing up of their crops, which gives
them peculiarly graceful attitndes nnd movemcats. They should mever
be kept with other pigecns, especinlly large kinds, ns they are helpless
* when blowing and nnable to withdraw from or defend thomselves against
ile nttacks of others. The crop loses its fonthers by blews from the
' beak, is even sometimes pierced ; when feeding with other nimble kinds
they often come shert; their pairing is also interfered with, which is

telling on the offspring. They are varionsly marked, of quito differeut
forms, and therefpre divided into the following varioties :
" Der Denteche Kurz und globifiiszige Keipfor (Gorman ahort and bare-
' legged cropper) is cne of the largest croppers, of considerable height .
o 1ta length 55 centimetrea’’ (213in.930in. — D1} contimatrea), *“nnd breadth
of outspresnd wings 105 conlimetres.” It passea for the original race of
all the remaifiing eropper kinds. The roond head s mostly smooth,
gometimes with o pointed hood, brow high, bill proportionately short,
neck very long, and, along with the crop, strongly hung with heir ; breast
and back broad, the latter somewhat hollow, The erop always puffed
up, banging somewhat forward, has a diameter of 124-15 contimetres,
and o circomfercoce up to 42} contimetres. The short, strong logs are
. x g
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nnfeathorod ; the wings carelesaly hnuging down, overvench the tail end by
5 pontimetres.« This is tho charnoteristie mark of the German efopper,
and i not found in any of the following varietics. The uspal cplour ia
either white, or blue with white head or tips, yollow with o white tail
and hendy or black. Tt is very much to bo lamented that this pigeon, in
its pure effite, seems almost to have disappeared, ns it is nover reprosonted
at Lhﬂ-ﬂhlbmmﬂ Tha pr-:rpn"atmn is oxtromely poor. Tho main canae
of its diss appenrancg is likely owing tu changs of fashion, in consequence
of which breeders have torned moge to the slendor, high-legred kinds,

Tht;.‘- breed ia represented on plate 11. of Newmeister's Das Ganss der
Taubenzucht, in fonr colours, white, }'{'ﬂo;-, red, and blus: the two last
hive tornerowng. The coloured birds hove white heads, flights, and tails,
bot are dark thighed. They aro short and bare in imb. It strikea me
ifiat, 58 o crosa wgith the English pouter, to increase its size, they would
at least bo greatly superior to runts,

* Der Breslauer Evipfer (the Breslan eropper) comes nearsst to the
preceding, iz of stately size, gonerally speaking is one of the largest
eroppers, yet not long in'bedy, nor do the pinions reach beyond the tadl,
80 tho dimensions are much less. It oeours ono-colonred and marked,
in the latter came with®a white upper hend, the yellow marked fre-
quently with white flights and tail."”

“ Die Pommersche Kvopflaube (the Pomoraninn eropper) has n j:'rcrl.t
resemblance *to the English ponter, with which it is unmlnmluublj
conneeted. It is found in porfect besnty at Stralsund and Greifsw
And then follows & detailed deseription of it, taken from anarticle by Dr.
Bodinos, poblished in the yenr 1858,

In the third edition of Die Arlen der Houstaube, by Herr Priitz, pub-
lished in 1578, he states that the Pomeranian ecropper * is enid to have been
imported from England many years ago; bat it ia without donbt much
handsomer than all similar eroppers wheich have lately been brought from
England that I have seen. The late Herr Wormann, of Altenbnrg, an
suthority an pigeons, was quite delighted when ho firet s o pair which
I had sent to Herr von Benst.’” From his description of this variety, it
would appear to resemble the English pouter in all respocts, cxeopt that
any whité pinion on the wing, which when rightly defined is so valusble
in our breed, in o fanlt in it. Tt would also appear that the Pomeranian
must I:.':vo much rougher limbs than our pouter,
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The principal breeder of Pomorauian croppess, Herr Willielm Hover-
nick, 4n a lecturo delivered in the Crenithologieal Cluly of Stralsund,
vntitlc;]_ 8 The Pomeranian ¢ropper, and its rolation to the English one,™
and published in * Columbia,' of Fobruary 15th, 1879, n copy of which
was very kindly sent to mo by its editor, Herr Priltz, says aa follows 1
wIf T tey in the following paper to csiablish the relationship of the
Pomeranian end English croppars, as wall ns their descent, to poiat, to the
valne of a retionsl breed of Pomorasing croppers, uu:d to warn Rgninst
crogsing with the English, I must prefnce the plan of my work "with this
my view, withonb claiming infallibility, that this subject, so far ns 1
know, has not been handled By anyoue before me, excopting Dr. Bodinus,
Ho first deseribod the Pomeranian ¢ropper about 25 yegrs ago, nnd drew
the attention of pigeon lovers to this beautiful bird, at thet time nok
known anywhere boyond Fore-Pomerania, I must remark that ouly my
great love for thisrace of pigeons indneed me to nndertake investigations
into its descent, developement, and relations, and to communicate the
result here, in the hope of giving othar breeders n mokive, throngh my
viows, to consider this eircumstance, to makeslknown their views, and to
tveat this subject further in odr club, in order that we may he in &
position to breed our benntifal cropper in snchyquantity and quality that
it may equal the English and French breed in boauty. [ am persuaded
that this is very easily practieable, provided weo have the understanding
#od will necessery for it. To perfect the firat, and to aim,ot the lotter,
is the plan of my lecture.”’ .

Ho then goos on to deseribe the peculisrity of all eropper pigeons,
argues that the distension of their crops musk have proceded from long,
careful selective breeding in domesticity, becauso such pigeons conld not
naturally e:int.,.p.a they could mever held their own in o state of nature.
Assuming that eroppers, os well as all other races, are derived from tho
bloe rock pigeon, he does not think that nll the kinda of croppers are
necessarily derived from one original race ; but that they might have
originated frBm parallel running lines, or, in ather words, that t-Ew distension
of crop in pigeons may bave been noticed in different countrics and times,
and independent races established from them. He does not, however,
mean to try to prove which races may be considered originals, bub only to
express his opinion on the relationship and origin of the Pomeranian and
English breeds, as the clearing up of this relationship is necessnry for
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the rational breading of the former, 1o ovidently did not know that it is
on record how our English poutor waa produced, which would have
mategjally assisted him in his investigations, Ho |>m|:.u-urln.

A8 I supposo that to all who are interested in our nmppur the marks
of both gices are known, I will omit an oxnct deseription of thom, yet it
appears Mecessary for mwy plan to illusbrate moro nearly the striking
peculinrities, as well as the resemblances of both, The English cropper
ia very large, and very much of thesame size as the Pomernninn, The
inflated orop is round, aod must be intorascted by an incision on the
breast, so that this incision forms o regular shape ; the ramp i;pm.
portilipately thin, tha tail long and sleftder, the legs aro very long,
possibly cqm]b; feathered with downy fenthora, only the toos must have
standing out feathers so that they quite hide the toos, but nt the snma
4me form o shoes, which is a decided defect in the English eropper.'*

What is I'.I'.IE‘II:I:IE by “*shoea ™ I do not exnetly know, but T learn farthor
on that the Pomeraninn breed is mueh rongher limbed than onra, which,
though considered a besnty in them, is o grievons defect in ours.

* The Pomeranisn cropper i almost, or quite, of the same size as the
English ; but its ramp is thicker, its efop not infated so like a ball, on
sccount of which the ghape ia loat, the tail is shorter and is earried a
little more spread out, the logs with pood birds are almost as long ag
with the English. Yet from a distance they do mot appear so long,
becanso they are provided with protby large fonthers, which form atnn};—ln*ga
below the hocks and shoes at the foet ; the colonrs and marks are the
same a3 with the FEnglish; pure whites also occur, though they have
become rare; and there are whites with black and bluo tails, The last
merk often oceurs, and I have hitherto belicved that whites with black

-tails existed in no other race, especially in the Eughnh for Fulton doeas
not mention them : although he treats his subject vory minntely and
fully. It is striking that among the Fpmeranian croppera thera are no
whites with red or vellow tails."*

Ihave sgen many blue and blsck-tailed white English ®pouters, and
they can easily bo bred by pairing a black or blus pied with a white.
The first cross often resnlts in such marking, as T have observed also-
where, afd it ean casily be fixed, as in the Norwich eroppers.  Red
ond * yellow-tailed whites are, howewer, impossible, or noxt to it,
because, as Herr Hevernick traly observea, the colonred tail is nob
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fonnd in red and yellow pied ponters; at least not dark enough to matah
the bedy colour. .

4 Op beagd and heart" (i bib and half moon) *as it is cabled, wo
place the same conditions with Pomorauninn ns with English croppers;
but white festhers on the wings, which with tho English arosmora and
more highly prized sccording to theie form, are in all circufhstances o
defect with the Pometanian, and o sign of eareloss brooding or ef, o bad
origin, In consequonce of this, thoso feathers are gnt off with®a pair
of -geisnors by many breeders, On this occasion, 1 cannot rofrain from
blaming this proceeding most decidedly, for there ean be no inberest,
in my opinion, in examining the plgecns of o breeder, of whom wo lenow
that he indulges in such rectifecations howevor, on th‘a other hand, it
may pechaps be represented, that someoncmay sny he selle no pigecns,
and removes their fenthera in order that his piguunt may please hem
better, no matter to him whether other breoders allow this procesding or
not. But, if anyone sends pigecns to an pxhibition, nll the same
whether for sala or not, I canm fnd mo point from which such
manipolations can be defended, for they Wve ounly impuro motives,
guch 03 brogging or baso dishonesty. The bearing of the Poweranian
must bo high and wpright, thongh not so high ns with the English.
Bat, if, ns Priitz says in his noteworthy book, * Dis Arten der Hausgtaube,”
El:usr back must be arched a litile convexly, he is mistaken: ot lenst I
bave heard this bog's back, as the English call it, always very expros-
givaly blamed. .

“ Kow, if we compare the two races with each other, wafind thot size
and marking are nearly the enme, but with the English, the crop is soma-
what moro 'inﬂlttﬂd, the shape somewhat thinner, the tail more slondor
and longer, the legs somewhat longer, but less atrongly feathered, and the
bearing more upright than with the Pomeranian. With both races whita
feathers ocenr on the wings, get this is considerad n defeat in tho
Pomeranian, while with the English this mark is highly valoed. But this
mark is only tho resnlt of & careful choico in breeding continged for Foars,
and very difficnlt to fix ; it oconrs mostly in England in the wished-for
perfection, only very goldom, and i= only known to me by description and
pictmres from English prize birds, whila I have nover met witlt this mark
in specimens shown in contineutal exhibitions in anything like such per-
fection. If we place sn English and & Pomersnian pattern bird together,
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the first must positively please ua most, not on necount of its bonuty, but
on account of its peculinrity, which consista therein that the bird with its
great Magth, and upright bearieg, sbows a very volnminous wpper, body,
and a high, thin underbody, both of which are only joined by the slender
fignre. I*r. Bodinus says* the English eropper gives the impression of o =
largs beantiful statne placed on o small pedestal,’ and T fiud this VEry
Mnhug The Pomeraninn cropper, on the other hand, appears very
¢ump:|.tl. firm, and gowerfnl, yot shbws in the parts of ita body, and in its
whole appearanes, sneh great harmony ns T have nover seen in any ofher
race of croppers, with the excoption of t.1-,u‘ striped Hollanders ™ (whola
coloured croppers, with white long bars), * If we examine mors closaly
the whole impregsion of both races, wo find that in both the charnoter
of the nation is exacily expressed, The Englishman likes the unnsunl
M peenlinr, and ghe Pomeranian (especially the New Fore.Pomoranian)
likes the less striking, but compact and strong, and from these motives
in the breeding both rces have evidently arisen. After having seen
that the total impression with each race is quite different, wa find that
the differences in the sfogle parts of the body are not important.
This circnmstance lets os know that hoth races nro nearly related, there-
fora there remains only sthe quostion whother one race dessends from
the other, and which has besn the ariginal, er whether both havo arisen
from somo commen stock. In my opinion wo find the answer to Ehis
question veryeasily, if wo look prectieally into the wiy and manner uf
degeneratlon in both races. That both ensily degeneratoe with cncoless
breeding lots ume know that both races sre not yeb vory old, but in this
respect wo must not think of the gonerations of man, for, no doubt,
both races have existed 200—300 yeara, If we now cxapine the degene-
raciea of English pouters, the shorter legs and loss upright carringo show
their ancestors mnst have had these fanlts. With the dogonerntion of
FPomeranian croppers wo find lower andgloss feathered lega, whito spota
on the wings and white enips on the forehead, which lends us to HUPpOsD
that they pgpoced from a race which had bare logs and White heads,
Ounly the old German eroppers are so marked, and T therefors take them
1o ba the original of our croppers.’”

From thh foregoing it is evident that there is enough resemblance
between the English and Pomeranian eroppers to establish n connection
botween them. Sailors speak of every northern European who is not a
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Fronchman as s Dutelinan,  Moore's Duteh eropper was evidently a
bied With mnch resomblancs to the Pomeraniny, 8o it is nbt nll]ikE]J’ that
this pigeon s flag thigh'd,"" ns Mooro enys, was the nneestor of our pouter,
Tho horsemin eross wonld take the fenthors from its logs at firat, evidones
of which T have anddueed from the Treatise of 1765, and from u:u descrip-
tion of my old paintivg of the time of Mooro; but log l'-:u.thurlng.'; to enit
the tasto of fanciers, was quickly reqovered.  As to solid shoulderg boing
infinitely prefesabls to bishoped wings, thero in #o donbt; but the
Pomgranian breed itsclf iz evidently nod altegether froe of white ™ dauba '
on the wing, as they call thom. As to deducing both varieties from
tho old bald-headed, long-bodied Germon cropper, alrendy referred to,
I can seo nothing in the argament at all. The correot crd marking of the
English pouter and similarly marked breeds must necessarily very very
considornbly in breeding, thore being no cortainty in tho production of o
white mark which bas no structural confarmation in the bird to guide it,
guch a5 n white head, wings, or fail, The rose-pinion for the samo reason is
a diffienlt mark to breed. Hence, pouters come, and must always come,
more or legs close or open-marked. The crop is somotimes seen solid or
frea of white, and sometimes the bib is wanting ; the bird is then
swallow-throated, and a white blaze on the forelead often appears. The
same may appear on o bird correctly marked on the crop. Mo one would

. m.!ducg a white blaze on the forchend of o shortfnced mottled tumbler

from baldhead blood. The little Norwich cropper, Il"om‘cu.ralnn
breeding, is very enbject to the blaze face. I have seen runts, imported
from abroad, some of which I bad, marked exactly ns tho ponter ought
to bo marked, except that they had no whito feathors on the shonldora,
They weighed ovge 3lb. per pair. Tt is something for one who ndmires
his own breed so much ag Herr Hovernick does, to allow that a pattern
English pounter *" muet positively plenss '’ o fanpier more than a pattern

& Pomeranian, It i3~ unlikely th® many Enoglish pouters of the firat
quality have _heeu goen in Germany, becanso they casily soll hers for
goveral fimea the price forcigners will give for them. Wdre English
fanolers to breed for solid shonlders they could very easily accomplish
their desire ; but they consider the rose-pinion ench a set-off fon bird
that they will not abandon it; and, although it is rare to seo it well
defined, it is seen now and then,

Herr Hovernick says that it was De. Bodiows who nemed the
L]
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Pomeraninn eropper, that it was sometimes known bofore as the
Hollander, andthat he hoas seon some that were bronght from Hblland
yory ]i'l:u it. Thesa wight have been taken from Eugland, orsthoy, might
havo becn of & Dutch broed.  Ho saw some in the market of Rotterdam
which w-}'r-o not English, buot which rescmbled the Pomeranian, though
not so good. Ho says the breed has lost quality in lnte years; that it
was hl:tT.E'l" twonty-five yoars ngo; put thot, about that time, offers of
tempting prices induced breeders “to part with their best birds, which
were seattered to oll places and soon lost sight of. He concludeg his
lecturg by giving much valuable information on tho breading of thia
variety ; observing that of late o great incrense in breeding had taken
place, and warms breeders agzninat crossing with Engliah blood, which
he had found did mot improve the Pomeraninn CTOppEer. From oll I
gan learn from his leetare, I do not think thia wvariety, though evidently
allied to ours, can be of any sgrvice to pouter fanciers hore, beconse it
seems smaller and rather inferior in all itz points of shape in comparison
with onr best birds; however, if T could see n collection of good
Pomeranians, which T mv’y do when f_ can spnro the necessary time, T
conld at once form an opinion on the subject, more to the point, then
ean be gathered from anf amonnt of deseriptive writing.,

Proceoding with the continenial croppers, as described by Neomoister
and Priitz, the naxt variety is the ‘¢ Die Sichsizche Eropftaube ' i_ﬂiﬂ
Saxon croppdr).—'* It is not so Inrge as tho Germaen, far quicker mod
lighter in flight, and of a slimmer shape. Tho winga lie eloso to the
body and resch to the end of the tail, on which the wing points crosa.
The beak is longer and thinner than with the German eroppor, logs and
thighs are high and feathered. It is of o wenkly gonstitntion, and
propagates poorly. Tho plumage, generally, is ene-colonred blue, black,
red, or wellow ; frequently, however, bay-colonred with whito wing-bars.™

“ Die Hollindische Kropflaube™ (t#e Duteh eropper).—I underatand
that the following deseription applies to a cropper brod in Germany and
kvown by #iia name, * The Dutch eropper is dintingui;huli from tho
Prague cropper by a somewhat larger body, and by a crop moro of the
ghapo of o oylindor than a ball. Tta loge aro high, covered with trousers
and feathers, It is always one-coloured, ofton with white wing-bars. The
bay-colourad '" (Ieabel colonred) “among them are most cullivated, and

no othet colour is found in the same perfection, In Helland, where this
[ ]
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breed is wrigingl, it likewise ocours only one-coloured, yob thoro it has
thin #ogs, lesa fenthered, and short tocs, standing eloso*together. The
gait of tha cock is tripping, and hoe leaps towards the hen. 1t'is of o
very ercot bearing, slimly made, and high.legged, boonuso it carries its
thighs outside tho plumeage of the belly. It inflates ita nm}:'\'nr:r wall,
fnd it assumes an ovnl, eylindrieal form. The wings do not reach tho
end of the tail, are narrowly drawn lnp;mlwr, and their poiots v;":'na.v..! OVOT
the tail. Thoe Dutch cropperin its oot postura, when strongly feathered
on E-]m logs, resembles a faloon at rest, It is o very cheerfol pigeon, fond
of fiving, of flapping its wings, and eapeecially of swooping along, Jonting
with high held wings, It isa protty good brecder."

“ Der Qesterreichische Plilscher (The Austrinn cropper, known as the
fPlatscher).'—It iz between the Dutch and German eroppers in size, and o
powerful pigeon. Compared with the Duteh it is brogler built, heavier,
haa shorter nnfeathered logs and feat, dogs not stand so orect, has longer
wings, nnd inflatea its orop in the same way o3 the German. One might
take it for a cross-bresd between the German and Duoteh eroppers ; but
such is not the casze. Tis plumarso iz distingulahed by beinp glossy and
glittering ; it is entirely sell-colonred, and pever shows whito pinions, or
any white on the head, which would be the enss if it were o descendant
of the German eropper. It is a very good breeder; very lively, and when
filying the shortest distance it flaps its wings, so that it iz henrd from
atar, like tho ringheater. It ocours in Bwitzorland, blod, yellow, and
white."" . 3

' Die Prager Elster-Eropftanbe (The Pragne magpio cropper).—This
eropper, which has become very rare, is of o structnre batween tho
German and Du.teh breeds, standing higher than the latter, and having
wall-feathored legs and feet. It is o good pigeon for breeding, vory
livaly, and hos the manner of the Dutch eropper.’ The illnstration of
this eropper ropresents an upssanding, rough-lagged, magpic-marked
bird. The marking is exnctly the same as that of the magpio pigeon,
except that tBe head is white. There spems, from what Noumeister aaya,
to have been formerly o similarly marked German cropper. The Prague
magpie cropper, thongh shown with o white head on his colonred plate,
has evidently not o pure white head, as he says that from th:! beak to
the middle of the head it is of a **boloured paleness,”’ probably meaning

that the head isof o powdered colour,
.
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Thia concludes the ncconnt of the large continentnl croppers, ws
gatherad from fhe Fronch and German writers nomed, .

The Tndian Cropper,—1 hnve seon, in Bengsl, severnl creppegs of a
bread which I believe is peeuline to that country. Thoy wore of a size
botween tha English pouter and Norwich cropper, feathored on the legs,
but not roughly, and by no menns very graceful looking pigeons, They
were c}l'tud by o name which eignifigg sivelled neck. Such ns I eaw wers
either eoli-colourcdsblue, or blue-grlzzlod in colour. Thoy wore avidently
bred for erop alone, being short in limb and feather. Considering {heir
size, gpmo of them had very large oropa. They scomed to me to hove no
conpection with English ponters, E.umrn]'im;;urmd specimens of which
I have seen in Bengal from timoe to fime. There sre probably several
other varieties of croppers throughont Indic and adjacent conntries,
—Tagatml:inr saye, at page 71 of his book on pigeons, regarding foreipn
croppers : *° Mony of these birdg are vory prettily marked ; e pair, a short
time since, came into our possestion of o very bright yellow, with pure
white wings and flight-feathers, and well-defined white ringa round the
pecks.'” This marking ?marl:,- regembles that of the Pragme magpio
cropper, already described, to which race they probably belonged.




. CHAPTER LXXVIIL .

s FOREIGN PIGMY CROPPERS.

Soxe of the following varictios of continontal pigmy eroppers have heen
kpown in this country for a good many Foors. The, first that wers
introdneed, o far as I know, wore solf coloured blacks, rods, blues, &o.,
which went by the name of Aunstrisns. Self colours with white wing b
are also known, the most benntifol hnlng'thu deliente eream or light dove
colonred omes called Tsabels, The smallest of thesa pigmies are now
generally kuown by their German name of Briinners. So far as I can
learn from the description of these variotics shy Nenmeister and Priitz,
they onght to have clean legs.” Ihato had them with feathera on the
outsides of the legs and middle toes, precisely the eamo a8 in many of onr
Norwich croppers, but prefer bare legs. Tegetmoior figures a pair of
pigeons called Tsabels very tall and rough logged, but entively deveid of
Ernp, and with none of the shape of o cropper. He nlso figures o pair
of rod Anstrisns which well represent guch na T’ hove scen, cwcept that
their limba are well covered with downy fenthars, and their eolour is too
bright. Such Isabels as I have had wore mininture ponterssvith hardly
any leg feathering, mord delieats in colonr than those Mr. Tegetmeior
represents in his book, uplopers in earringe, only medinm sized in erop,
and they carried their winga crossed at tho tips. They were aplendid
fliers, fonting lightly in the gir with their wings nupheld for great
distances, but they did not clap so loudly ns Worwich croppera, nor
carry their %ails so faplike, They had the sbility, mgntioned by
Neameister, of bendicg their hock joints forward, when strotched to
{heir utmost height; bat they were not nearly so amall na ho spesks
of, being very little less than average gized Norwich croppers. Mre
Tegetmeicr gives the following weights and measurementa of birds he

posseseed :
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Neumeistor and Prits deseriboe these mininture croppers na follows ;

" Dia ﬂrlcnncf Hropftaube "' (the Briinn eroppor).—*1t ia found
pu.rhr."uh.rl_'r beautifnl in Prague and Vienoa, where it is known by thd
falsa n:ma of the ‘ Dutch ' cropper. | Tt is tho most elogant and finost of
Heving boon first imported to us from Brilun, it woa
named Briinner cropper, and it is moatly known by that name. ItJmE'
the smallest body of all the honss pigeons, ita whole longth nmonnting to
27} cegtimetres (1lin.). 1
plumage of the helly, and being so strotobed during the et of inflating
the crop that they almost form o perpendicnlar line. ‘The leg measures
IT contimetres (wkin.}, the foll grown pigoon weighs 200-2863 grm.
(7 to Hoz.). Not inflated, it i= pot much bigger than a blackbicd, and a0
slim that you can draw it through your thumb and fore-finger. When
affected, it presses its thighs outwnrds, to snch a degree, that they look

like knees which can be md%ed forward, ea it stonds almost perpendicn-
" larly on the points of its toes. Its E.r:.nnnth, finoly shaped head is oval,
brow high, neck long, the globular crop is 74 contimetres (3in. in dinmatar),
bot withont Lair. The bill is thin, the waist delicats. The winga, Riting
closely to the body, reach within an inch of the end of tho tail. The tips
are strongly drawn together, narrow and long, and mueh crossed over the
rump. Foetand toes are weakly and smooth, On tha whole the pigeon has
& loose plumage ; but, notwithatanding, flies welland perseveringly. ‘Tha
Briinn cropher is mostly coloared like the Sazon. Tho black with whita
wing bars, blue, red, and yellow are the most common, JTha delieats bay
with white wing-bars are the rarest. In this eslouring the whelo plumage,
without excoption, must bo perfectly equally, as it were, breathed npon
with the most delicate nnd acrial baypnot so dark but that the purs
white wing-bars can bo distinetly seen on it.  To connection with this
is oo unspettoed, delicate, flesh-colonred beak, too-nails, aod eya-wattla,
Tha iris is light yellow with an oranpe border. A dark boek is a chief
defect. The Briinn croppers are cheerful and lively, are fond of flying
rapidly, and of Happing, but do not like to go noar atrange doveeots, It
is & worthy parallel to the fine Enoglish slmond tumbler, and as nant,
Blnrnnh.&nd cheerfal in its way, Nothing prettier con bo imagined than

.

all the croppera.

Legs vory long, the thighs being outside the '

—
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a loftful of thess lively, neat, and amorons pigeons, among which there
isno end of courting and ecaressing. The loving cock drives the hem
'hcfum-]:iu:hull the while inflating his crop and cooing, while she walks
forward in prond decornm. It fliea lightly, quickly, and with flapping
wings, and is very persovering in its Hight; in this the inflated crop
Belps, for it happens that the Briinn eropper ean float for Yrom 50 to
G0 steps in the air, holding its spresd wings high over its baele githout
moving them. No other pigeon is ablo to do so fop 8o long o distance.
Geperally speaking its flight differs from that of other pigeons. If o
m_-;.:-m of these eroppers fly, it is cloarly seon how fond they are nE it. It
ia for them n pleasure to fly in wide circles around their hounse for half
an bour. The Brian cropper, when aifected, runs on fjigh lega as if on
stilts, standiog even on its tocs, and inflating its ronnd crop so full that
it reaches o diameter of 7} contimetres "' (3 inchea). -

The length of the Briinn eropper, 1!1.11'..'_1 ssoms out of all proportion to
its limb, and 1 think, considering the weight of the bird, it is mis-stated.
Compared with our Norwich eropper it is doubtless & smaller and more
glevder pigoon, but those I have had were ver® little less than my best
eroppers, which attained a dizmeter in crop up to Sin., 43in. being com-
monly ecen, The Briinn cropper s eertainly smallerin girth, and shows ita
thighs more than the eropper, but its habit of crossing its wings is o bad
fault in my opinion. I had one Isabel colonred Brinner hen which did not
Mave this fanlt, and some who sow her considered her one of the bost shaped
little pouters they had seen, She was 5iin, in limb, and 14tin. thfeather,
but had ouly & small crop compared with that of a good Norwich croppar.

“ Diz Prager Kropftaule'' (the Prague eroppor), '‘also®ealled the
Stork eropper, |_q not much lnrger than the Brimmner, the logs are of the
game height, n.m] wlong with the toes, somowhat feathered, It is eithor
one colonred with white wing-bars, or like & stork, white with mottled,
moetly reddish-brown breast, flights, and tail, It comes from Bohemia,
and frequently very strong blowers aro found among them.'

This pigedh, of which Neumeister gives o coloured portrait, ia
ropresented as n bare-legged, very npstanding cropper, with red erop,
flights, and tail. The head and npper veck sra lipht, the culum' gradoally
deepening towards the lower neck.

it Dip Hollindische Ballonbropfiawbe ** (the Dutch Dalloon eropper)
“is in the frst place, distinguished from all other eroppers by its

.
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peenliarily short round form, and bent baek neck, Ibs length is 321

contimetres (13in.), the length of its leg 14 centimetires (5kin,), the
waightyol tha body up to 383Lgrm."" (13loz.).
 The head is smooth, the nape very powerful, the neck bouk Back as

with the [antail, even when not blowing, and this is the fleat charnctoristic |- 2
mark of t#o balloon eropper. The bresst is correspondingly protroding @ |

and 'Iimad, The crop bns, when inflnted, n dinmetor of 12415 !
centinfotres " I:ii.n.‘tl:l Gin.). " Thd fights do not rench the cnd of the i]
tail, and are somewhst crossed. The leg is shortly featherod, and the .

colonr and markings vary. It Stands with stiff legs and T:L‘t.hﬂ'jnwl
and #alks with dignity, nodding very mmch., In flying, it holds its
head aud crop npright, which lends to the pigeon the appearance of o
balloom, henee its name. All other pigeons streteh their necks out hori-
assntally when flying, and this deviation from the rule is its second
charneoteristio ma.rk. It propagntes badly. In Holland mugh care is
spent on its production, in Gfrmany less, as, on the whole, this pigeon
does not make a very fine impreasion,

ol
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A wew book on fancy pigeons has been latoly published in Amerien, o
copy of which has been kindly sent to me by Mrae. E. 5. Start, who
edits the Fanciers" Jouwrnal, of Springhield, Mossachnsetts, It is
entitled, **The International Standard of Exeellence for Judging

Plgmns, with hints to broeders and o chapter on diseases, cnmpl.f-d. and

illnstrated by J. W. Lodlow, president of the Birm#gham Columbarinn

Society. Seale of points and revision by Wm, Simpson junr., president

of the National Columbarian Society, New "LurL 1879.** *This iz a very

handsomely got up octavo book of 103 pp, embellished with eight

foll.page colonred lithographs, ench contmining tho fignres of soversl

faney pigeons, in compartmente. The * goneral points of excellence

upphc:ﬂ:lu to each sort™ are detailed, and n scale of points, with

their nomerifal valog, added ; but no discarsive writing, on any of the

varioties treated of, is indolged in. In addition to tho colonred plates

thera nre varions woodents thronghout the work.

M. La Porre de Roo has Iately published, in Duotch, & book in Det::.'m
ol homing pigeons entitled “De Postduif,' which is uniform with hia
Fronch work, * La Pigeon Voyagenr,'” alrondy roforred to. It dates from
Thielt, in 1879, is illustrated with engravings, and contains 180 pp.,
bexid8s an 3 appendiz deseribing, with illustralions, certain rare birda and
beasts in the Jardin D*Acclimatation of Faris, Other works by this
author, whish he has very kindly presented me with, and which are, forse
tl:m most part, incorporated with the above, are :—

“ La Poste par pigeons voyagonrs, pendant lo Sicge de Paris. Extrait
du Bulletin do la Société d'Acclimatation (No. d'Octobre, 1872),"" 52 PR e
In this pamphlet, which is now very rare, ia o sonvenir of the Siegs of
Paris—a pellicnle, about 1in, by 2in,, on which is photographed o great
. ¥
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number of messages, illustrating the method of communication employod
during the siego by the pigeon post. ** Les Colombiers Militaires,

rapport adress i ML le Ministre do la Guorre,” 28 PP sod 18 v:ln.grn.-'

vings. “ Lea Colombieras Militnires, Paris, 1874," =16 pp., boing {he
anthor's sepond pamphlet on this subject. 5
« A translation of M. La Perre de Reo's work on pigoons ¥or milimﬁ-
purposes, by M. P. Graclls, entitled * Los Palomas oo lo Guorrn™' was
publighed in Madrid, in J873.

M. Ba Perro do Hoo is presontly engaged on o general book of
pigeons, which he expucts to publish in 1881, He hoas favenred me wWith
an inspection of several of thp illustrations, which include some of o
new idri.u:jr prodoced by himself, and which he obtained by nomerous
crossings. This variety may be briefly described ss o white owl or turbit
with the markings of the German epot pigeon., It is cither smooth-
hl!ﬂdeﬁ. shell-crestad, or peak-headed. It hes an oval colonred spot on
the forchead, either blue, black, red, or yellow, with a coloured tail end
tail coverts to match. He eoys that they breed true to ecolour, nine oot
of eleven young ones bred doring the past senson being well marked.
Heo has pamed them Pigegns eravald de Sibérie, the ecloured spot on
their forchesd cesembling that of the Himalnyan and Siberian rabbits,

The work known as ** Girton's Complate Pigeon Fancier,’* of which I :

now know of seven editions, was first published in 12mo., as **A
Treatizse on Domestic Pigeons, containiog valuable informnadiongdo., &o.
London : Printed for tha Propriotors, and sold by all the booksellera in
town and country. Price only two shillings and sixpence.” The Treatise
w0 Pigeons of 1765, being & book which wonld likely, from its appenc-
ance, cost a good deal, and, therefore, be only available to people of
means, as is proved from the number of copies in oxistonco containing
bookplates and conts of arms, o cheap edition would scon be BOCCERELEY,
and was broonght oot as ulﬂ:ﬂ. without illustrations. However, $s. Gd.
asems to have been too dear for it, and the remainder passBd into the
possesiion of A. Hogg and Co., who dealt in romainders, as they after-
wards dealt with the remainder of Windua's * Troatize on the Almond
Tumbler,' as alroady pointed ont. Thay then printed a naw title-page
and got a plate cograved containing the fignres of twelve pigeons, copied
in small from thia large Treatise, and sont out the book as ** The Complete
Figeon Faneier,” price 1s, 6d. This is the history of this mannal, which
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y T have discovered from having found a copy of the ficst edition, which, I
baliewe, is%ven raror than Moore's * Columbariom, ™ of which thore are
now, at least, six copiea known to be extant, .., the four in the Dritish
Musenm, Mr=Esquilant’s, and my own,

A euriosity in pigeon literature which remains to be noticed is J. M.
Eaton's™** Cirenlar," a long rambling notice of hia book and portcfits of
pﬁ;mm which he was in the hobit of sending to the committecs and
secretaries of shows, to induce them to buy copiea from him fr-‘m presouta.s
tion ag prizes. Thia is closely written on two and a half leaves of paper,

* about Aftesh by six inches, and lithographed from his own handwriting,

A space for the date and address is the copy I have has besn filled in

* by him, ** Monday, 15th Deer., 1563. To the Right Worghipful the

Mayor of Cork. May your show bo crowned with emoccess.'' This is

the most amusing production connected with pigeons that has come

ander my notice, and it would well bear reprodnction conlg space be
# fonnd for it here; but I fear this is impossible. .

1 may stata that the Himalayen Carricr woa so named by me becanse
Mr, Wood, of Calentta, informed mo that it was o nofjve of somo of tho
conntries north of, and bordering on, theeHimalayas.

At page 93 of the Treatise on Pigeons, 1765, "#the standard now
published nnd in nse among the Colombariana*® for judging pouters im
mentioned. This iz uniform with the *Ordinances®' for jullging
almdtd temblecs, referred to on page 11. Tt is a large sheat, hodded by
the game portrait of o pouter which the Treatise of 1765 contains,

p X
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At pages 15 aml 16, for Wosteulolme, vead Walstenlioluae, -

rg, remil copy of Moords.

a
At page 22, gighth line from foot, for oopy Moo
At page 76, fourth ling from foot, fiv larger liood, renk large haond,

At page 79, saventl line from foot, for two negt, el two [.|I'l|J|’.‘2fl'-.Hu "

At page 82, title of Chapter XXI., jor Miroite, v il Blirodte.

L]
At page 106, thind Hoo fvom tap, for Girtin, voad Girton -

At page 130, twelfth line from L._.||,_|'l.l.' similinrly, reod similurly®

At page 132, teuth line from top, for Tosso, pood Tssoni, .

At page 159, eleventh line from foot, for beard onglt not to ba, read, beand
onght to ba. .
At page 175, fourth line from foot, for the n.-:!:.u'lia. vemd these rewarks,

At page 108, fourth line from foot, for is all white, vead in all white,

At page 205, cleventh line from top, for divisioned, read givision of.

At page 212, twenty-second line from toff, Only lntely, e, should sowe ia
as line 15th. : "
3 At page 255, twellth ling from top, Jir govorn, rood several.

& At e 251, third line from top, jer baighth, resd height.

At page 281, goventh line from foot, for haighth, vead height

At page 232, tonth line from top, Sor took, vead loot.

At page 286, thirtoenth ling from top, Jfor best red pouter, vead lost

coloured red pouter,

At page 205, “Mcuik line from top, for pouters, read pouter’s.

At pagoe 300, first line from top, for experienced, frad most cxporiciecd.

At page 305, sixth line from top, for Tgoks, rend Look.

.M page 314, sixtoenth ling from foot, for next variety s the, vead next
variety is. = = 3
* Al page 318 eighth Hwe from foot, for dark, vead light.
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