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’ &" INTRODUCTION

Tae rarge family of Parrot-like birds which areto be found .-
wild over a very large area of th&*world are in all probsbility
the oldest type of caged bird. Records of Parrot species are
#o be found in the old writings of the ancient Egyptians,
Chinese and the Incas of South America. Parrot-like birds
have a special .attraction to hoth ol and young alike,
tndoubtedly because of their beautiful colourings, amusing
antics and wonderful powers of imitating the human voice.
In this handbook I have endeavoured to explain simply and
concisely how Parrot-like birds should be managed to keep
them in perfect health and feather, and the treatment they
need to make them gentle, playful and good talkers.
Although there are many different breeds of Parrct-like

“birds ranging from the gigantic Macaws to the minute
Pigmy Parrots they all require a similar sympathetic treat-
ment. I*feel sure that for anyorie looking for a- pet that is
unusual and amusing, a Parrot is ideal, and it is hoped that
this Handbook will be helpful in the matter of sc’le‘éang
the right kind of Parrot.

-t
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I. ENCIENT CAGE BIRDS

Jr has become quite clear after ﬂud}rmg the history of the
early civilizations in thé warmer parts of the globe, that
Parrot-like birds were kept in captivitysboth as household
pets and in dem:;_atﬁd aviary structures. Whien the first
members of the Parrot species actually came to this country
it is difficult to ascertain, but undoubtedly odd specimens
were brought over by the carly Traders from the near East.
It is known that Alexander the Great brought tame Parrots
from India to Rome where they becarfie great favourites
with the nobles of that time. The Romans housed their
*Parrots in cages made of ivory and precious metals and in
most elaborate aviaries. Until the early part of this present
century Purrots were mostly assosiated with sea-faring men
and elderly ladies, although a few were kept by Aviculturists,
but now their cult is widespread and embraces people in®all
walks of life, The advent of the long distance sailing ships
hmught seamen into contact with countries where arrots
were imongst the wild birfls and were kept asPefs uy tire
natives of those lands. Brightly coloured, sttange-looking
birds that could imitate the humari voice must hawve appeared
very fascinating to those advenfurous seamen and it 1s-little
wonder that pumemus specimens of the variCus kinds were
brought back to this munLry as gifts for their families. Some
of the carliest specimens of birds from foreign countries to
be housed at thie Zoolggical Gardens, Londone were birds
of the Pasiot-like species. At the present time the Zoo has
a “wonderfii and warfed colliction of Parrots, Macaws,
Cockatoos, Parrakeets, etc., and the Parrot house is always
a centre of attraction for vistors of all ages.

9
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2. BAN ON IMPORTATIONS

Up to 1931 when a ban on the importation into this
country of au Parrot-Lke birds was imposed, vast numbers of
Parrots of all species came into this country sften under
very crowded conditions and the mortalityewas often high.
The fact that Parrots were so easy to obtain did Lttle to
encourage Aviculturists t3 attempt to breed them in this
country. However, the application of the Parrot 'ban
altered this outlook and quite a lot of Parrots, Parrakeets,
etc., hitherto not bred in this country were ceared by keen
breeders. Because of the difficulty of breeding Parrot-like
birds, and the fact that they could only be imported under
special Government licence, made their value rise sharply
and good talking birds or rare specimens could cost up to
£L100 each. In 1952 the Parrot ban was removed and
orce again Parrot-like birds have become more plentiful
and consequently ‘more reasonable in price. The ban was
again imposed in the carly part of 1953 and Parrot-like birds
can or:ly be imported under licence which should be appliea’
for from the Ministry of Health, London. However, during
the clear period, the stocks of Parrot-like birds in this country
were replenished both as breeding birds and as pets. Air
travel has made the importation of all kinds of birds so
much more simple, and journeys which at one time took
weeks can now be completed in a matter of hours. This
« qwick metnod of travel allows birds to arrive in this country
with little or no inconvenience and in a much better condi-
+jon, consecuently they a je easier to acclimatize. The care
and treatment of newly imnorted specimens are, as will be
seen in Chaptar 5, of utmost importance and actually con-
trol the length of the bird’s life, Certain species of Parrot-
like birds can live to a t age under favourable condi-
tions and t-ere are records showing, they have survived oyer
100 years in captivity. 2y N

3. HABITAT
Parrots do not occur as wild birds {escaped specimens
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excepted) on the Continent ‘of Europe proper and their
distribution lies mainlyowithin the tropica! and sub-tropical
arcas of the world. ‘There are many groups of related birds
all havin g the distinet articulated upper mandible and paired
toes which togettier form the extensive family of Parrot-like

‘. birds. “<In the'next Chapter each of these groups has been

wlealt with separately and a descliption given of the msore
\popular varieties, It will be realized that in a small
handbook lite this, it is not possible to give a fully detailed
account of all the many forms. Should the reader require
further and complete descriptive information it can be
obtained from the many excellent speciabized bird books of
individual countries. Practically all members of the Parrot-
like groups can be taught to talk, but their proficiency
varies with the different varieties and also with individual
specimens. Some of the species such as the African Greys
and the Amazons have tremendous powers of reproduction
of the human voice and other sounds, whilst further kinds
do not talk so fluently, but become exceedingly tante and
friendly and can be taught to do various tricks.

4. COLOUR VARIETIES

Many of the Parrakeets and Love Birds breed quite fredf
in captivity and with some of the species, colour varieties
have been raised and perpetuated. The principal n
coloured breeds are the Lutino Ring-necks (yellow birds
with red eyes), Yellow Redrumps and Blue Love Birds, all
of which are most atractive {wms, Other” species of
Parrots and Cockatoes have been bred occasipnally, and in
another 'Uhaptc:r the breeding of Parrot-like birds in this
country will be dealt with irr-a practical manner.

-
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VARIETIES

5. THE DIFFERENT TYPES 2

THE large family of Parrot-like birds can be divided mm
a number of different groups ané representatives of all of
them are kept hery; in Great Britain either as single pets or
in collectons’ aviafies. First come the typical Parrots, then
the Macaws, Cockatoos, Conures, Love Birds, Pigmy Parmt&
Parrakeets, Lorikeets and Lories. In the following para-
graphs a description is given of the popular and most
interesting members of each group commencing with the
typical Parrots. *°

b. 'fHE AFRICAN GREY PARROTS (Pattacus erithacus). '
(Fig. 1)

There can be little doubt that these Parrots aré the most
sought after and most popular of all the vast number of
Parvots. They are invariably of gentle nature, easy to ha.udla,
require a simple diet, have a long life and a capacity for
imitating the humen voice with great accuracy. The Grey
‘Farrots are about 13 ins. in length with a dark-colbured,
stout hooked bill and bare patches of white skin mrrnundmg
the eyes; “heir size vales somewhat, with the females
generally a little smaller. "The bmj}r colour is a shaded dove
grey with a snort vivid red tail and under covets. These
and other African Parrots recuire special care when first
?pumd but once they have become acclimatized they are,
properly managed, practically troubletfree.  Correct
feeding plays an important part in keeping an bird. in
.perf=ct health and in good hard pluize. A sound stap's
seed mixture should consist of about 50 per cent large canary
seed (Sparish canary type) and the remainder made up

12 Y
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Fig. 1. AFRICAN GREY PARROT

with equal parts of mixed sunflower seeds, safflower seeds,
hemp, dari and a few whole oats and ground nuts. The
actual pertentages of the ingredicats can be varied a little
to suit the tastes of individual birds, but itis important that
canary seed is always presentin a good proportion. Chagt€r
4 deals fully with the feeding of all Parrot-like birds When
they first arrive in this country and alss when they have
becomé acclimatized. As a general rule African Gt

most friendly and gentle birds and are quite safe with
children and animals. Although they have powerful beaks
which can crack nuts with case they will only attempt to
bite if frightened, teased or ill-treated in any way. Birds
which have spiteful habits hays invariably been badly trained
and roughly treated when first caught, but with kindness
thev_can usually be cured. Greys have been’known to
forme strong attichinents to dogs, cats, monkeys and other
bi-ds angd a great m_ stories are told as to their various _
exploits. . Once the confidence of the birds has been gained,
the owners can do practically anything with them and with

-
”
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14 RROTS

care and patience they Tan be taught to perform most
amusing tricks, ; " )

7. TIMNEH OREY PARROTS (Psittacus Timneh) ;

These attractive Parrots are very close.relatives to the
birds descr’bed in para. 6, but are only impor‘ed occasionally
because they are not sc.frequently taken by the native
trappers. ‘They are about 12 ins. in length which is slightly
smaller than the common Greys and they are much darker
in body colour throughout, with“the tail ard under covets
being a dull reddish chocglate shade. Owners of Timneh
Parrots all'speakof their intelligence, gentleness and great

wers of imitation. The general treatment, housing and
ceding are the same as with the ordinary African Grey
Parrots.

8. BROWN-HEADED PARROTS (Poicephalus fuscicapillus)

Another attractive type of African Parrot which has more
variadon in plumage than the Grey Parrots are the Brown~
headed Parrots which are similar in size to that of the
common Greys. Their head and neck feathers=are silvery

y with rich brown centres and their foreheads a rosy red.
103 wing areas are a greenish brown shade and the butts of
the wings and thighs are a red shade similar to that carried
bn the forcheads. Individual birds have been known to
* “become’ Very proficient talkers, but generally they aré more
reluctant to ‘imitate than the Greys. However, what they
lack in verbosity they make up for in tameness and brighter
colouring of plumage.

9. SENEGAL PARROTS (Poicephilus senegalus) (Fig. 2)

~Next to the Greys the charming friendly little Senegal
Parrots arc the most widely kept of all te many African
Parrots. They are quite small birds between'y insiand g4 ins.
in length with dark grey heads r=- necks with lighter
shading on the cheek patches. The upper part of the chest
is green and the lower, in contrast, a Bright orange yellow
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Fig. 2. SENEGAL PARROT =

making a pleasing combination. Some birds show an extra
amount of yellow in their plumage and it is thought that
with a little careful breeding in captivity all yellow ones
could be produced. Senegals are one of the easiest Parrots
to train to perform tricks and are exceedingly gentle with
their owners. Their powers to imitate seem to be somewhbut
limited although their enunciation is very clear and distinct.
+As with all kinds of Parrot-like birds, individuals of outc

standiag talking ability are met with occasio.mmry. O,

account of their comparatively small size they are frequently
kept in pairs in a normal-sized parrot cage. Sznegals are
equally gentle with their own specier as they are with human
beings. The arnitics of a pair of Senegals either in a cage or
breeding aviary can be A constdnt source of delight and
amusement to their owners. They are extremely hardy birds

and once acclinlatized will live a gréat many years withodt -

the (east t~yubls i‘n their health.

v
© " )

<L
10. MYER’S PARROTS (Foicephalus meyeri) Wi =
These interesting Parrots are only imported into this

-
-

-
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16 ARROTS

country in spasmodic comsigrments ant genetally their dis-
<ribution is inclined to be somewhat localsed. If the
opportunity o purchese should ever arise it slioutd be taken,
cither for a household pet or to add to a collection of Parrot-
like birds. They are only small birds being round about
g ins. in length and their primary cplouring 4 brown, green
and yellow. With care they quickly become very tame and
some are quite talkatve to their owners, but rather shy ‘with
strangers. 8

I1I. OTHER MEMBERS OF THE POICEPHALUS SPECIES

The following Alrican Parrots are sométimes met with in
this country, but the numbers imported are usually limited.
BROWN-NECKED PARROTS (P. rotustus) head and neck grey-
shaded with brown, body and rump green, wings dark
green with thighs and wing butts vermillion red, overall
length 13 ins.,, male and female similar in size. conNGo
REDN-HEADED PARROTS (P. guilielmi) top of head scarlet
orange, body neck and wings green, thighs and wing butt
same Colour as head, overall length 11 ins. Near relatives
to these Parrots are the P. subryanus which are a little larger
in size and carry more red in their plumage. RED-BELLIED
FArROTS (P. rufiventris) head, neck, wings and back rich
browa, centre of chest and under colouring of wings bright
red, lower chest and thighs green and yellow, rump green,
- overall’ Sigth about g ins. with some variation bttween
the sexes. RUPPELL'S PARROTS (P. ruppellii) head, neck and
back smoksy brown, wing butts and thighs deep yellow,
rump greenish blue ; charming little Parrots of about 8} ins.
overall lengtl.. From the island of Madagascar come the
giant GREAT VASA PAkROTS (Coracopsis Vasa), these are very
large Parrots of about 20 ins. in length and are of a smokey
brownish-F'ack colouring throughout with tle skin surround-
ing their eyes bare and whitish in colou=. “The™s beakt'are
mostly horn coloured. Tie Great -Vasas and their nzar
Telatives, the Lesser vasas (C. nigra), are mostly’ kept in
aviary collections as they have not reall}y attractive features
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to recomme ci them as houselold pets, although individual_ 4

birds havedeen know:'n %s great pals. | °

12. THE SQUTH, AMERICAN sPEGIES

From South Agerica comes a very wide range of Parrot-
like birds andwfor the guke of simplicity in thisgHandbook
they have been divided into the fpMlowing groups : Macages
Amfzon Parrots, various South Amerienn Parrots, Caiques,
Conures (m3caw-like Parrakeets), Parrakeets and Parrctlets.
Of this enormeus number® of Parrot-like birds the Amazon
Parrots are by fa

these Parrots make .cxccllcnl talkers.

13. THE MACAWS

Macaws are a group of large, long-tail, bright-coloured
birds with tremendously powerful beaks which can crack
nuts such as Brazils with the greatest of ease. Their siZe
rarfges from about 13 ins. to 39 ins. according to their
epecies. Individually-kept birds are as a general rulg %ot
very noisy, but when pairs or more than one species are kept
together ig a confined space they, can create a very geeat
deal of sound. Owing to their very powerful beaks they
must always be housed with this thought in mind and glio
they must at all times be handled carefully. They arg not
as a rule very fluent talkers, but can be tamed to an amazing

degreayconsidering their sizwand® powerfifl beaks, ames =

14. HYACINTHINE MACAWS (Aodo.rlzyncus hyaciathinus)

When in full plumage these Macaws are saiff to be the
most handsomg of all these wendérfully colpured bifds ;
they are large in size being»aboug, 39.4ns. in overall length
of which about 24 ins. are taken up by their long tapering
tails, Except fgr their dark beaks and yellow-tinted nakegl
skiwaround their eyese they are a most beafitiful deep
bez®inth bR coledring throughput. Owners of these birds
have always rcmarledihow gentle and good natured they
are, providing they gre reasonably young when taken as pets
into a househqld. .

% K J @ 2
- - =
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r the most popular and the majority of e
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15. RED AND BLUE MACAWS (dra chloropters)

These and those in the next two }‘)aragraphs aze probably
the best known and the mest widely képt df all the Mzcaws.
The Red and Blue Macaws are two or th}'cc iriches smaller

ane . o I (%
b <

.
-
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than the Hgacinthigm and their *plumage i attractively
coloured in red, blue ahd green. Thgir bfight colours and
amusing antics always make them particularly attractive to

children with whs)m they are invariably most gentle;

16. RED AND YELLO"}' MAacAws (Ara Macaoy (Fig. 3)

Similar in size and general Behavipur to the Red and
Blue Macaws, their plumage colouring is red, yellow: and
blue in a most striking arrangement and their beaks are
light horn coloured on top and dark finderncath with the _
bare check patchés pigkish whité. *3.a °

9

17. BLUE AND YELLOW MACAWS (Ara ararauna)

These are smaller birds than the two previously mentioned ™
Macaws, being generally about 30 ins. to 32 ins. in overgll
length ; their main colours are blue on the upper parts of
their bodies antl yellow on the underparts and the under
aurfaces of both wings and tail Their beaks are.dark
coloured and very powerful. However, they can be quickly
tamed if taken in hand when young, but their vocal poWwers
of imitation are of a somewhat limited range althbugh their
natural voice is very powerful indeed. o

»
°

18, MILITARY MACAWS (dra militaris)

These ,are sometimes called the ,Giant Green “Macaws
because of the large amount of green colouring in their
plumage ; their beaks are dark, their heads red and"bluey
their flight feathers blue, rump and underparts of tail blue,
upper parts of tail red and the remainder of the body colour-
ing, various shades of green.» They are said to be very easy
to handle and make delightful pets. , ;
> ’ "

g O THER WEMEERS OF ,THE MACAW SPECIES

» The fbllo;/ving Mafawss are occasiorally imported into,
this country and ypung birds of the different kinds mostly
make good houschold pets. H.A‘HNS’ macaws { Diapsitlaca

. o
»
5

»
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Hahni) these are quite gmall for Maca’ws being only about
.3 ins. long, theit main colour is green on back and dull’red
on wing covéts and underparts with a¢bluish tint on Jtheir
forcheads. ILLIGERS MACAWS (4Ara Maracanu) smallish birds,
about 16 ins. to 18 ins. in length mainly green in colour
with red patches on underparts. These birds have been
1.-~d in captivity several tmaes and the young reared success-
fully. spx’s MacAws (Cyanopsitta Spixit) pleasing birds of a
silvery, greyish-blue colouring which is set off to advantage
by the dark naked skin patches surrounding their eyes.

20. THE AMAZGCN PARROTS

Next to the African Grey Parrots in popularity come the
Amazon Parrots in their many different kinds. The Amazon
Parrots have the largest number of different species in any
ore group. The prevailing colour of the Amazon is green
ornamented in different ways with many shades of red, blue
and yellow. The powers of imitation possessed by some of
the species of the Amazons is remarkable and as a general
rule all the species are hardy and ecasy to train. Some
Amazons live to a great age and their abilities &s linguists
rival those of the best African Greys.

21. BLUE-FRONTED AMAZONs (Amazons aestive) (Fig. 4)

These Parrots ar= about 15 ins. in overall length which is
the average size of the Amazon group. Like all ot their
species their main colour is green with blue on their forcheads
fwhicn gives them their name) running into yellow on top
of their heads, cheeks, tnrort and upper chest, wings edged
with red. Blue-fronts are imported in greater numbers
than most of the Amazons and have much to recommend
them as pets. They are hardy, gentle with their owners,

quick to lez T and speak with a clear tone. e
w

22. YELLOW-FRONTED AmAZONS {Amazons othrgcepha’lc).:
These are very similar in size and in general behaviour to
the Blue-fronted which they press closely for popularity.
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Fig. 4. BLUE-FRONTED AMAZON

They are very like the Blue-fronted in their colour c;;c%};t‘
that the blue forehead is replaced by bright, clear yellow,

of wings are red.

>

23. GOLDEN-NAPED AMAZONS (Amazons auro-pallistdy ¢

These are very dcli{‘ghtful birds of an inch or so less in
length than the‘two a orementioned species. As their name
indicates, their outstanding feature'is the deep yellow colour-
ing on their necks ; their forcheads are yellow to yellowish
green-and the %€dges of, their wings and seconglary flight
feathbrs arered? | ° ¢

which fades into a greenish shade at the back of head; edges

L 5

[ g . & .
2}, YELI#W-SHOULDERED®AMAZONS (AMazona ochrdptera) .-

These are not quite so frequently seen in-this country as
the Golden-naped although their owners always speak most

~ * ’ .
» ~

-
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highly of their good nature and their #apacity,for learning.
Their main colour is. green edged with black, with top of
head, face and throat yellow fading iiito white o the
forehead. The chest and lower neck bluish with the wing
butts yellow. J - R

“25. FESTIVE AMAZONS (Amazona festiva)

These birds are a little more colourful than most of their
group and make very attractive pets. They are of average
size and their main‘colour is bright green with a dull band
of red on ‘orcheai and red on-rump, wich blue on cheeks,
throat and streaks over the eyes.

‘26. SOME OTHER MEMBERS OF THE AMAZON GROUP

There are some forty other species of the Amazons,
specimens of which are seen from time to time and it is not
thought necessary to give the names and .details of ali of
these birds. However, the following may be met with 2
little more frequently. LEVAILLANTS AMAZONs {Amazona
orax) head and neck yellowish-white with deeper colour on
checks and light-coloured beaks, wing butts yellow and red,

-lower covets also red and the remainder of the plumage
green. GUILDINGS AMAZON (Amazona guilddingii) one of the
‘argest of the group being about 17 ins. in overall length.
Head vbite ; neck light green = back, underparts and wing
covets rich Yight brown with wings of El‘ecn, orange and
blue.- MEALY AMAZON (Amazona farinosa) head yellow ; neck
‘and upper parts mealy ; edge of wings red, remainder of
colouring green. Active Amazon (Amazona agilis) these are
one of the smallest members of’the group bemg only about
10 ins. in overall length. Main colouring green with bluish
tinting on top of head and red primary festhers.

27. VARIOUS OTHER SOUTH AMERICAN PARROTS *

an addition to the large and imcrcstipg group & Amazon
Parro_ts, a number of other Parrot species come from South
America. “The majority of these are quite brightly coloured
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and will learh to té\ik in varying degrees of (luehcy : they
wilk all becdme quity tame if taken in hand jvhen they ar:
young birds. ¢ f -l :

28. vxowﬂg:fmors ( Pionus fuscus)

These Parrdts are dellghtful little birds of just gver 10 ins.
in length ; their tail, urtder tail colets and flights are violet;
head dull, deep blue ; back brown beeoming pinkish at the
edges of the feathers ; chest greyish-purple. Violet Pirrots
make very nicesquiet attréctively-coloured pets and quickly
become exceedingly tame and friendly. Their vocabulary .
is not usually extengive and the voice is stdll, but neverthe-

+less clear. They are very friendly birds and similar iz .
practically all respects to the Senegal Parrots.

20. RED-VENTED PARROTS (Pionus menstruus) "

These are near relatives of the Violet Parrots which they
resemble very cfoscly in their general habits and behavieur.
“They are blue on head, neck and upper parts of breast ;
back and underparts greenish bronze ; beak horn-coloured
and ear patches black ; the under tail covets vivid red
splashed with green and blue. There are several other
members of the Pionus group, but they are only seen on zare
occasions in this ‘country. s ¢

30. HaAWK-HEADED PARWOTS (Deroplyus accipitrivius)
These ‘are quite striking-looking Parrots of ahout 14 ins.
in total length. They are brown striped with buff éa the
head which gives them their strange hawk-like appearance.
Their chest colbur is red, edged with blue and‘the nape and
back of head feathers are hlue tippéd with red, with the
remainder of the body green in colour. Owners of these
bizdssay they Hecome reasonably tame and take gery kindly
to=dptivityvand wiil, wui:s perseverance, imitate a few words.
v .o o -
1. GREEN-THIGHED CAIQUE (Pionites leucogaster)

These are smallisfi birds of about g ins. to 10 ins. in overall

P
o g
- )
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length with 1ather shrilb voices for ord nary houschold pets,
wut neverthelss they can be taught <o yalk and’become Very
tame and playful. Their main colouriig js green with;head
and neck orange and checks tinted “yellow; schest patch
whitish.  Although not very strikingly céiour, [5, these birds

can be seon to advantage in an aviary id preference to
~ Cage. I

32. YELLOW-THIGHED CAIQUE (Pionites xarithomera)

As above, only with yellow Colouring ¢ their thighs:

» they are similar in size, habits and behaviour to the Green-

thighed. BLACK-MEADED cAIQUE (2. melanocephala) only

- w2casionally imported. Head black ; cheeks and collar deep

yellow ; back, neck and wings green ; thighs, flanks and
tail covets orange.

33. PARROTS OF THE MALAY STATES AREA .

¥rom the Malay Archipelago come severdl most interest-
ing und beautifully coloured Parrots, foremost of ,which is’
the Eclectus group. In their wild state the Eclectus live
partly on ripe sweet fruits, but they will thrive*well on a
mainly all-seed dict if they are initiated gradually to this
anethod of feeding; they will, of course, need some fruit.
They do not seem to have very great powers of mimicry
and are rarely kept solely 3s pets although they will become
exceedingly tame and most friendly with their ownels.

84. “RAND ECLECTUS (Lorius roratus)

These are fine birds with. the males being about 17 ins. in
overall length and the females ysually slighgly less. The
unusual thing about”the birds of this group is that their
feathers have a hair-like appearance in contrast with the
smooth fezthering of the majority of the Parrots, Also the
main colours of the males are green and rec-Wiercas those
of the females ar¢ red and blue, ‘making thé matter® of
sexing quite simple. The males are green with deep blue
flights, under covets and large patches’on their sides vivid
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red, the beak is redl tipped wath yellow, whica séts off their
cofouring 4@ advanwmge. The females are gfimson red on
head, back, wings, 1amp and tajl ; ndpe of neck purple and
chest purp%l: blug’ and the beak black. These birds do
make most gol’ﬂ’tive house birds and are not at all noisy,
but as mimicry is not their strong point they areseldom seen
as pets. Other Eclettus Parrots include the RED-SIDZL
ecLEcTUS (L. Pectoralis), CARDINAL ECLECTUS (L. cardinalis),
and WESTERMAN'S ECLECTUS (L. Westermannz). §
-

35. RACKET-TAIL PARROTS (Prioniturus platurus) o

These are smallish Parrots of abodt”13 ins. overall

length, which includes their somewhat strange tail feaths.- =

ing. Their main colouring is green ; nape and mande

areas pink and lavender and the covets lilac. Their two '

central tail feathers are shaft-like with webbing at the crds
only, giving them the appearance of tWo minute rackets,
“hence their name. These unusual birds are seldom imported,
and being rather costly are found usually in the aviaties of
large collectors. Two other unusual Parrots from the same
area are“the GREAT BILLED PARROTS (Zanygnathus mega-

lorhyuckos), brightly coloured with very large powerful red

beaks, and pEQUETs PARROTS (Psittrichas pecquetii), Farge -

birds with bare black faces and black elongafed beaks.

36. SHINING PARROTS (Pyrrlz;dop{is spl;ndmf) - i

These are very beautiful birds of about 1§ ins. overall
length and come from the Fiji Islands area. Theitshead,
neck and underparts are resplendentin shining crimson red ;
nape of neck bright blug with the back and rump green.
They live mainly on a seed diet, butthey must always have
a regular supply of fresh fruit and green food to keep them
healthy and inf full plupage. .

LAV &
v
3F: HANGING PARROTS e

These are quaint little Parrots of l;::nvccn 5% ‘ins. aahd
6 ins. in length which spend a great deal of their time hanging
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upside dewn from their perches. Thiy feed on fresh fruit
and a soft foc"] mixture, There are sej/eral mémpers of 'the
group the {bremost “being the BLULFCROWNED HANGING
PARROTS (Coryllis galgulus), their main «ologr is bright
green with a patch of blue on the crown and g'yellow patch
on back ard lower rump, with a réd spot under the lower
part of the beak. These tistle birds’are not talkers and are
invariably kept because of their unusual habits. =

-

38. cocRATOOS &

These are a rath'er wide group of fairly large birds
which are inclinéd to be noisy when excited. = As a general
.= Cockatoos are great talkers, and even if they do not
say as many different words and sentences as the Greys and
Amazons they make up for it by repetition. Cockatoos are
always attractive birds because of their colouring and their
beautifully tinted ctests which they can raise or lower at will.
Taken collectively Cockatoos are most friendly both to_
other birds and to human beings and are very amenable to
being trained. They have a reputation for living to a great
age and are very casy to feed and manage and seem equally
at home in cages, on stands, or in aviaries.

39 GREAT SULPHUR-CRESTED COCKATOOSs (Kakatoe
Lalerita) _ N

Ther¢ are several kinds of the Sulphur-crested Gockatoos
or Lemon-crested as they are also called, which are more or
Jess Smmonly known, ranging from the Great which are
about 20 ins. jn overall length to the Dwarf which are just
over 12 ins. in length. The general colour of shese birds is
white and the crest and ear coyets arc sulphur yellow with
the beak black. As a general rule these large Cockatoos are
kept chained by a leg on parrot stands which allows the
birds a certain amount of extra freedom of Whiy movemei.s,
The chains are very light, strong metal, and d'not caise
tne birds any inconvenience. Like most of their kind they
are very fond of bathing. Owners, of these and several of
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theJarger Cockatoos'mentioned in the folloir g paragraphs,
say how gentle these'big birds are. They seldom attempt to
biteveven when prooked. The Aathor knows of a Great
Sulphur-crefred wko has as his constant companion a little
Blue Budgerigar and w#l not settle down for the night until
he has seen his little figend’s cage placed close‘by his side.
It is quite common for large Parrot-like birds to form strong
ajtachments with quite small birds of a different grour.

40. GREAT WHITE-CRESTED COCKATOOS (Kakatoe alba)

These are another species of fine lagge, birds of about’
18 ins. overall length and are entirely white throughout
including the crest, with the exception of the naked skin
surrounding the eyes which is blue tinted, and a black beal ——
The dark colouring of eye and beak arca gives these birds
a far more attractive appearance than it would if they wére
all'plain white.s Many of these birds make excellent talkers
« especially so if taken into training when young. ‘a3

41. GREAT BLACK COCKATOOS (Proboscigar aterrimus)
These are the largest of all the Cockatoos being about
30 ins. in overall length. They have very large crests
particularly when raised, and their beaks arc long and -
extremely powerful. - Their colouring is a uniform black
with a greenish gloss throughoul, although generally speak- |
ing the ¢lour appsars to be on the‘greyish =ide owing to a
natural white dust which comes from the base of*the feathers
and skin. All Parrot-like birds haye this peculiarity, but
it only really shows up on birlls with very dark or black
plumage. The naked clteck arcas are wrinkled and of a
deep reddish colouring. TRey are only striking because of as
their, size and unusual sombre celouring, but are not .
glnerally connted-as being ideal pet birds. A& few black
Cpckatoos have been known to talk reasonably well with a
Clear ratiier bell-like tone? There are Several othtr biack "
Cockatods of which the BANKSIAN cockaTo0S (Calyplorhynzhus
Banksii) are the best known and probably the fnost widely

-
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kept. They are more colourful and not 4o large as the Grgat.
Their colouring is mainly glossy greenijh black with a wide
crimson bana on tail with the cheeks arl Fec speckledsvith
yellow, this yellow and red colouring’ 2 thep black gives

these Cockatoos a rather pleasing appearanc

42. LEADBEATERS COGKATOOS (Kakatoe Leadbeatert)
i (Fig. 5)
These are medium-sized birds_of about 16ins. overall
length and their colouring is quite pleasing and gay. Their

e
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crest colour consist§”sf bands of white, red yetlov and red
which is segn®to specinl &dvantage when fully rrected, The
rest of their cBlourir g is white heavily suffujed with a fine
soft rosy red .:\r,ivin-g_v /lovely effect. Leadbeaters make very
delightful hotzehold pegs as they are very amenable to -
training, quickly learning to talk and mimic and are not
generally given to usirg their own natural rather shrill
voices too freely. One particular bird, Bill by name, was
great friends with a Cocker Spaniel dog, and the two of
them spent maty happy hours playing,together in the gar-
den. On winter gvenings Bill delighted.in sitting with the °
dog by the fire playigg with his ears—much to the Spaniel’s
enjoyment ! <

43. ROSEATE (or ROSY-BREASTED) COCKATOOS
(Kakatoe rosicapilla) 5

Fhese are the most popular and certainly the most widely
kept of all Cockatoos both in their homeland, Australia,
where they are called Galahs, and numerous other counfries.
They are onc of the smaller kind of Cockatoos being about
14 ins. in®length and most delightfully coloured in white,
rose pink and grey. The crest which is white suffused with
pink mostly lies flat to the head, being raised when the bitds .
are pleased, startled or annoyed. The' neck, chest® and,
underparts are a lovely shade of rose red and thg upper
parts, wings and tail are of a soft grey, the tail being slightly °
darker than the rest of the body. Roseate Coqkatogs are
friendly little birds and quickly become tame an eryo
attached to their owners. Their ¢alking ability.is somewhat
limited, but the voice is clear and sharp. Although their
beaks are small for Cockatoog they can nevertheless'do quite
a lot of damagg if given the opportunity, many of them
seem_ i have a great liking for digging out the wutty from
wigilow frafiés. However, taken all round, Roscates are
edellent bifds for donfesticpets, and ancther point in thek
favour is,~given the right surroundings they will breed in
aviaries in thig country. - o {58

.
o > -
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* There are Anumbar of other vaneu‘s of Gotlmtoo which
are occasionily to be foursd as pets or collcclors aviftries,
but the aforementioned ones are m frfuenlly seen.
One rather unusual group *are theSLENDERILLED COCKA-
T00S (Licr®tes tenutrostrig which Rave very long, narrow
beaks from which ey get their name. They are mainly
whitgin colour with head, neck and breast feathers flecked
at their base with bnght red. , Another ¢ which are
stnkmg are the BLUE-EYED COCI\ATOOS (Kakatoe opthalmica),
whltc—(.olmrcdd)vds with®long drooping®crests and naked
.uchcs of blue skin surrounding each ®ye.

S t$5. CONURES

From South America come quite a large group of Parra-
keets which are somewhat like Macaws in shape and ranging
frqm about 7 ins. to 17 ins. in length. Con®res mostly make
good pets as they quickly become tame and friendly, but a®
times *rather spoil themsclves by their shrill noisy voices.
Onte acclimatized they gre extremely hardy andgwill thrive
well on canary seed, sunflower seegd, a little rape seed and

P~ amtorpe fresh fruit.
P30 g
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%6. sT. 'ruoqu. CONUREs (Eupsittula pertmax)
Thef® are neat little birds of about 10 ins. in Ign®th and
are one of, lhe‘?&vountc Conures. The crown of the head is
.bluﬂ-grecn with forehead, cheek, chin and middle of under
parts orange, the renfainmg arcas green. These Conures
are equally at home as single pets: as they, are in pairs,
although the antics of a pair gre certainly most amusing to
yatch.  Single birds mﬁ become very friendly and with
patience cgn even be taught to say,a few wotds. < o
- -
% CALTUS CONURES (zrratmga caftorum) "™\ *e
Thcsc aré very similar in size and gemperament to the
St Thomas Conures. Thc top parts of the body are green

‘ o ’ © .
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with the crown a dull slate ; cheeks,'throat and upper breast
brown with Jhe lower breast orange. =~ - :

x L T N
48. QUAKER CONUREs (Myiopsitta monacha’ % !

These are very iiardy birds and will breed fairly frecly in
this country. Pairs have reproduced quite well at liberty
in the grounds of Whip#nade Zoo and it is quite a d;ileasing
sight to see these Parrakeets flying and calling on the wing
in natural sarroundings. There is an unusual feature with .
these Conures, they actually build a nest of sticks in which to
lay their eggs whereas the usual practice of Pagrot-like birds is «
to nest in holes in trges or very occasionally in holes in banks
on the ground. Quakers are about 12 ins. in overall length
with the main colouring a fairly deep green ; checks, throat
and chest grey with a scale-like appearance ; yellowish green
on underparts and flanks. They make very nice pets and
they can be taught to do tricks and also {o say’a few words.

49. GOLDEN (OR SUN) CONURES (Eupsittula solstitiakis)
- i, (Fig. 6)

These ate really lovely birds of about the same size as the
Quakers whom they resgmble closely in general behaviour.
They are mainly golden yellow in colour with wings &nd
tail green and blue. The yellow colouring deepens“with
age and fully adult birds of several moulis are a Qeautiful
shade &f golden orange. Golllen Conures aré most desirable “*
birds both as single pets or as pairs in breeding aviaries.
There are many other varicties of Conures that are sc#n ino
this country from time to timefand some of.them breed
quite well if given the right conditions.

50. LOVEBIRDS (Agapornis) (Fig. 7) ) ;
't Lovebifds are small, short-tailed Parroas and are
quiie disﬁrﬁ({t’"’ irom ‘Budgerigars* (Melopsitiaucus undulatus)

P -
* These popular and delightfid little Parrakeets are dealt With ver

'li’lnl'ly in gd scparate Fpyles Handbook Budgerigars by the Author.
ce 25, 6d. o . o

~
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" Fig. 6. GOLDEN CONURE o 2

which are often wrongly called ** Lovebirds . LovebirdS
vary in size from 5 ins. to 6 ins. according to species and the
majority of them breed quite well in this country And several

es have produced mutations of Lutino (Red-eyed
Yeilow) and Blue. Taken generally, Lovebirds although
smali Parrots, do not mimic or talk and only one or two odd
cases of talkers have been recorded. Although this is the
case it does not mean,to say tiat more Lovebirds cbuld be
taught to talicit they were persevered with when young.
The:; will become extremely tame and friendly and breed
xﬁtc well both in cages aad aviaries. The most popular of

e group seems to be the BLACK-CHEEKED LOVEBIRDS (4.
nigrigeniy which are dark green above and light green
below ; cheeks black ; top of head red-brown, with bib a
beautiful deep pink ; beak red., NYASA  LovEBL®s Ad.
kilianoe) are also quite popular with breeders™md looli'w‘:ry
=mart with their green bodies, red-orange foreftad, cheels
and throat PEACH-FACED LOVEBIRDS (A. roseicallis) are a
little “larger 'in ‘size than the Black-chéeks and make most



\

.7’ VARIRTIES ¢ 33

'}"’b < \ i & ¢
- g 2 < o " Nt v
> ’l| (] 't“‘ 2, ER)
4 " -\“l}ll,vl' W \“"\»:{” ‘?\'
o

e i / ~
Rl

Y.

¥ i
1 oy

[ 2}

'Hg. 7., MASKED LOVEBIRD AND PEACH-FACED LOVEBIRD *

desirable birds for the breeding aviary. Their main
colouring is deep bright j&reen with upper tail covets bright
blue and face and crown a lovely shade of peach pink.
There has been some cross-breeding between the above-,
mentioned species, and also withe some ofsthe othen kinds,
but breedsrs are now trying, and quite rightly so, to keep
the individual species pure. JRR=S
N 0

51. AUSTRALIAN PARRAKEETS d P

From Australia and the surrounding’ islands in that area
comes a vast array of beautifillly-coloured Parrakeets, quite
a number of whith will breed in this Country and nany can'
be taaght to-r=y a iew words. As the list of species is so
very: long to-deal with shey gunnbt all be fully described in
this Handbook. A few types have been $clected to show
some of the beauties®of thes~ Parrakeets.  *
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52. ROSELLA PARRATEETS (Platycen ts splendidus)

These “are very handsome, popular and (free-breéding
birds with 2 “ovely blend of colours and ase about rains.
in length. Féd, neck and chest rich gcarlet which'is set off
by white cheek patches ; back black ard yellow ; rump and
tail covets yellowish green. The majority of Rosellas (there
are several ncarly related speciesy are hardy and docile
birds and make tarhe and colourful pets. v

53 RED-RUMPED PARRAKEETS (Plabycercus hematonotus)
o (Fig. 8)
These are Prebably the most widely kept of all the
smaller Australian Parrakeets and they certainly have many

Fig. 8.
RED-RUMP PARRAKEET
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good points to‘recordmend them both as pets and breeding
birdé. Theysare abouts 12 ins. in length and are mostly
gentle with other :birds and their natlral cail is soft and
musical.” Head axd face greenish-blue ; brfdst yellowish-
green fading to yelldw on,the underparts ; back bluish-green
and rump bright clear deep red. (Red-rumps are excellent
birds for any new Parrakeet breeder to start with as they are
so ¢asy and simple to manage. There is 2 Yellow mutation
of the Red-smumps which although not quite so brightly
coloured as thes Normals ‘are most interesting to breed.
They are hardy little Parrakeets and w)i}l thrive well on a .
similar diet to Budgegigars to which a litde Sunflower and
hemp seed has been added.

54. MANY-COLOURED PARRAKEETS (Platycercus multicolor)

These birds are similar in size and gengral temperamen(t
to the Red-rumpe with whom they will hybridise. Head
ond cheeks greenish blue : forchead, shoulders and under-
tail covets yellow ; nape red; thighs and under-parts
orange, Jhese“are extremely pretty birds and makc a
wonderful sight when ﬂyikpg in an outdoor aviary., .
55. COCKATIELS (Leptoh)hu: hollandicus) {Fig.-q)

These charming birds are sometimes galled Cqckatoo”
Parrake®ts as on their heads they carry a permanently
erected crest. Although more sombre in colouripg than is
general with Australian Parrakeets, Cockatiels have a“qaiet
attraction of their own, They zre hardy, friendly, free-
breeding, have a musical voice and will speak a few words
quite clearly, Their general colouring is dove-grey ; face,
throat end cheeks yellowish ; ear-covets orange red and crest
grev with yellow'bas/. Single birds will get very same and
can be allowed the freedom of the house and some are so
good they cair even be-allowgd the freedom of the garden !
Cockatiels..have been known to breed quite freely ang
happily in the safie aviary as Budgerigirs and rmall

§ o .
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Fig. 9. COCKATIEL

~

Foreign Finches and haye not attempted to harm their
small Yompanions in any way. It is quite an amusing
sight to see a ok<éky little Budgerigar bossing a much larger
Coezatiel about.

56. RING-NECKED PARRAKEETS (Fig. 10)

Thesc are an interesting group of fairly larpe Parrakeets
consisting of about a dozen different species of which the
best known is the common Ring-neck., A great »zmber of
these birds have been brought to this commtry both by
Cervice and Civilian personnel serving in the Indian a-ea.
They are probably the nost common of all the * Polly
Parists 71 All the specizs can be taught to talk and the
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Fig. 10.
RING-NECK PARRAKEET

P -

- extent of their vocabulary ,is govertied by the particular
taiéxts_of individual birds’ and their trainers. The two
most ~ommonty kest are the commin Ring-necked Parra-
keets (Psiticerla marillensis) 5 these are about 16 1ns. in total
length including their long narrow tails. Their main
colouring_is bright green with neck ornaménted with' a collar
of rgse-red which”is bluish, at the top édge; movystache



38 VARROTS -*!

o

Fig. Il. SWAINSON'S LORIKEET

- .ana cye streak are black, and be ik red. BLOSSOM-HEADED
BARRAKEETS ( Psittacula cyanocephalc | : these are slightly smaller
than the commor: Ring-necked and are a little more sedate
in their demeanour. .They afe charming birds, of very
gentle habits and are quite ecasy to train to talk. The head
*s ccGured red in front which gradually fades to a lovely

lum-bloom shade to the 1ape, below this is a black collar
roadest at front ; red patch on wings’ green.on back and
greenish-yellow underparts. - 0 e

. -»
57. LORIES AND LORIKEETS (Fig. 11) LD y, P

These are a group of beautifully highly-colzurcd birds
varying in length from 8 ins. to 12 ins. and differing from
the other species of Parrikeets in thair feeding. These



\ 4
v VARIETIES ¢ 39"
lovely birds feéed o a diet of nectar and soft fruits both of
which are abundant €n the countries where ‘they live.
Logies and" Lozikeets are not ideal bifds for houschold pets
because® of theirfeeding, althdugh numexcts specimens
become very tame<dnd will even say a few words. In
aviaries, however, they display théir gorgeous colours to the
fullest advantage and make a wonderful sight when flying.
Below, two examples are described to'give the readers an
idea of the Jglorious colouring of these birds. swamNsoN’s
LORIKEETS (7riehoglossus Swainsonii), these birds are dBout
12 ins. in overall length with tail taking up just oyer a third,
of the total length. Kead and throat Bkie ¥ breast yellow
and red ; underparts'red with dark blue patch in the centre ;
back, wings and tail mainly green with some yellow. Swain-
sons have been bred in this country both in indoor afid
outdoor aviaries and seem to make very good and attentive
parents. RED LORIES (FEos bornea) : thesesbirds are slightly
larger than the Swainson’s which they resemble in many
‘ways. They are practically all red in colour with wings
marked ‘with plack and blue and the tail a dull golden red
shade. ™% o
L
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CHAPTER II1

HOUSING

58. THERE are numerous ways in which Parrot-like bisds
can be-housed and kept successfully ; each method will be
deain with separately in the following paragraphs. Individual

‘birds and species can be spoiled if not suitably housed to

the needs of tiieir xind. A great deal of the success with
talking pets depends on the correct aild most comfortable
accommodation. It should always be remembered that
biids which are not comfortable and happy will never make
good talkers.

59 CAGES '

Fur pet Parrots of the African Grey and Amazon kinds,
the conventional round or square all-wire cages aré by far
the most suitable type to use. The actuai size of <he cages
varies according to the size of the bird which is to be
housed. As a general rule the jZe for the big Amazon
Parrcs and the big Cockatoos,should not be less than
20 ins. gquare at the base and 40 ins. to 36 ins. in height.

* For the Greys and ordinary-siled Amazons, etc., the base

should not be less than 18 ins. square and 26 ins. to 30 ins.
in hzigat. For Ring-necks, Senegals, etc., the base should
be not less than 16 ius. t3 18 ins. square and the height
24 ins. to 26 ins. Lovebirds, Budgerigars and some of the
smaller kizads of Parrakeets do very Yell in the large-sized.
all-wire canary cages. Lories and Loiikeets need a ¢.ctial
type of cage because of the nature >f tksir droppings.
These cages are of the box type fitted with a sand draw on
which absorbent paper is fifed. It will be realised that the
cages for the large Parrots) Cockatoos and Parrakeets must
be ccastructed ‘of very hdavy gauge wire because of the

40
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birds’ powerftl beaks. Fig. 12 gives the gefieral layout of an
all‘wire square pafrot oage. Itis usual to have a targe-mesh
wire grill Jdsteabove the removable Sand tray to prevent
escape When being cleancd and at the same tiye to allow the
droppings to fall v<thindered on to the shnd tray. The
perches are made of hardwood,Yoreferably oak, and have
metal caps at cach end to prevent the birds frbm gnawing
thtm awhy. The round wire cages are made on the same
nrinciple asdhe square, the only difference being theiy shape.
It is essential that the doors of cages are fitted with e up
for fastening that is guarded by a shield, so that the birds
cannot open the 'ca&o.from the inside. If thfs is not done i

is surprising how quickly the birds will discover how to
open the door and allow themselves liberty at the most
inopportune times. Parrot cages are all fitted at the &£p
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with a ring for hanging, but generally ‘spcaking the birds
prefer to Lave their cages standing solidly on a firm table.
The reason for this would scem to be that the' birds prefer
to be ncarer 9 their ownes and also they are likely to get
more attention at table level. Althougi.Lovebirds, Budgeri-
gars and small Parrakeets xhrive very well in large, all-wire
canary cages, quite a lot of people prefer to house their birds
in oblong wood and wire box cages. These zages are
usually. 24 ins. long, 15 ins. high, 12 ins. deep, With the top,
‘buceean, back and sides of wood and the front made of a
_ femovable wire panei, see Fig. 13. All wood used for cage
making should*be good, well-seasonerd hardwood, for it is
surprising how even small birds will find a soft spot and
gnaw their way to liberty. Although these box-type cages
mey not be so decorative as the all-wire ones they have
Lhc advantage of preventing all draughts from reaching the
irds. : ‘

60. srANDS

Large birds like Macaws, large Cockatogs.and Parrots
are mostly trained to live on big T "-shapef! stands
complete with sand trays, see Fig. 1£¢ These stands consist
of an upright of tubular steel set iz7a heavy base and fixed
~ to a reund meztal sand tray of {ic same diameter as the

i : g
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L Fig. 13. BGX TYPE CAGE®
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“T” of the perch. "Qhis perch is usually made of well-
seasoned oary or similaj hardwood, and at each end gre
fixed metal seed and yNter containers, with removablee
porcelain linings. The biXis are kept under controf by #
light sseel chain which is §pped to, thg bird’s ledat one , 4
end with®a swivel clip, and the other is ailowed to run free
on a large ring which is fixed round the metal upsighg.of the
stand. These stands do certainly, give the Macaws and®he
larger Parrots plenty ofroom for full wing ex®rcise which
«would not bé possiblein ah ordinary-sized wire arrot cage.
As arrhange from the'r usual®perch, birds often use the metal
upright s a cjifbing post and this they can do quite easily
as tke chayn ring will $lide up and down. The use of
stgnds is the most convenientgvay of keeping large Parrot-like
Birds indoors. It must be $tated here, provided tite birgs
are trained to\a stand, being chziné&d by one leg in n.o way
- . e ’
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inconveniences 'them and they are perfectly happy and
live to a.great age in perfect condition with this kind of
accommodation. o

LN

61. AVIARIES Y

Specially constructed viaries whether indoor or outdoor
are needed to house most of the large Parrots, Macaws,
Cockatoos and larger Parrakeets because of thé power of
their beaks. Birds of the calibre of Macaws can cut through
ordinary wire netting like a knife through‘butter and need
« heavy geuge metal bars te enclose them yvith safety. Any
woodwork used in the construction gf these aviaries must
be hard, strong and well seasoned and protected on the
outside by metal sheeting. The best material for building
thie sleeping or shelter quarters is brick, as it is practically
indestructible by the birds and the cost is quite reasonable,
Small Parrots, Parrakeets, Lovebirds, ete., can be housed
in Budgerigar-type aviaries if strongly built and wired with
goo quality wire netting, see Fig. 15. It may be necessary
to double wire certain places in these avizeiis ap2 also to
wire any woodwork that comes within the reach of the beaks
of the birds. The majority of pe¢’thes should - made of
. hatd wood so that they need not,;’oc renewed continuously.
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However, it is a gdad thing to have a few dft wood perches
forsthe birds to gmaw end amuse themselves.

Aviaricse®ire, mostly used for the Hreeding of Parrot-like
birds, aftd it is really surprising haw many different kinds have
alrcady reared youm successfully in captifity. Quite a
number of species have also bred in large indoor pens ; by
this method many morg breeding pairs can beshoused in a
gwen spmge.  Water vessels used in pests and aviaries should
be large a%d shallow to facilitate bathing which gives all
Parrot-like bi
bjrds small water vessels near their seed vessels and an en-
tirely separate ofie for bathing ih another pam of tfecir encl®
sure. This arrangefent is a good one ast ensures the birds
always having clean drinking water. The floor coverirtg of
aviaries varies according to their size ; large ones hawng
grassed flights and sanded concrete sleeping quarters and
smaller ones all sanded concrete. Carg must be taken®to
ensure that bresding and sleeping quarters are free from
vermin. Although mice will not attack large birds they will
very often djsturb them whilst nesting, causing them to
leave figir eggswr even their young. A concreted floor
together with small (§gin.) mesh wire netting 184ns. up the
sides of am=she woodcg structures, will make them safe
against the larger vernfn. Any mice, which invade the
enclosures can be extern§nated by the careful plating e&f
covereds traps. The insideYprick or_gotiwork oféaviaries
should be decorated with limewash or good quality dis-
temper. However, if paint is used it should e @'.a non-
poisonous kind as many lead-base paints can be ha®nfel
to birds if eaten. Wire and etal work«frSm which all
loose picces of galvan®ing have bheen brushed can be

ptererved Dy painting with @ne of the many good bituminous

paints Tow ghtainzble from all high-class paint stores.
3 ® -

rds great cnjoyment. Some breeders givassheir
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62. CORRECT FEEDING o

It ¢&fuot be too strongly emphasized that the correct food
for the many and varied Parrot-like birds plays an aH-
important part’in their being maintained as fit and healthy
birds. Birds in perfect condition are always a joy to behold
and they are extremely unlikely to contract any kind of
illifess. There are many brands of quite good parrot foods
on the market, but although they are good they are not
really completely balanced foods for all the types of Parrot-
like birds. In the following paragraphs various mixtures .
of serds to suit the different taste of Lgx)e different birds are
given, all of which have been proved by manv<Parrot lovers
and breeders. X 2
: L« 48
53. ‘nu,\c,st, COOKATOOS AnpiﬁLAkcz PARROTS
A good standard mixturg for/chese birds when kept as
househol pets is 322 ner cent #T equal parts of hemg seed,
buckwheat, dari, groundnuts and maize, 33} per cent mixed
sunflow ~ seeds and 334 per cent best large canary seed.
“this 'seed mixture should,be given fresh every day, the
quantity will vary with the different species, but the owners
will soon gesto know their pet’s capacity. In addition to
their seed mixtures, Parrots, etc., need ¥resh fruit, nuts and
green food regularly ia small quantitiés to halance their
diet. Individual taste in fruit varies, some birds like apples,
pears or oranges, others bananas, strat/berries or plums, or
perhaps figs or dates, but practically all kinds of Parrot-like
birds will enjoy grapes, either white or Black. It is prefer-

46
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able when giving Trit to offer the birds one or two small

* piedes at a time. #Eack piece of fruit should begabout the

size of a g#pegagd the birds will pict it up with one fodt
and eat %t up completely, withoue any waste. . As a change,
a few raisins or a snfll carrot can be give®#® There is no
doubt that birds benefit if their"®et is varied. Green food
can be offered in the foym of pieces of cabbage®heart, crisp
lemtuce Mgpinach leaves, or garden peal complete with pod,
and here aghin the quantities given at one time shguld be

limited. Althoggh Parrots are not copious drinkcssshey

shpuld always have an accessible suppty of clean water for

drinking. It is Very essential that the driffking water i®

never allowed to gef stale or germ ladeh. Another very
important thing for the health of the birds, and one that is
so often overlooked, is grit. Parrots are no exception frem
other kinds of birds and they need grit to assist them to
masticate and assimilate their food. A small vessel *of
good Parrot gri®should always be at the birds’ dispagsal

®whether it is in the house or an outside aviary. Parrglegrit

can be bougly from any first-class cagebird stores, in various
grades for the dif¥erent sizes of birds. Parrots also need a
certain amount of lilge for their general well-being and
particular. at mouligng times. Lime can be givey to

the bires in the convenier¥ form of cuttle«fish bone which ™

comprised practically of 3] puge lime. Most of the largé

Parrotlike birds will appre§ate a feyuau(t occasiomully, all, o

kinds cafl be given, but the favourite ones seem to be walnuts
and brazil nuts. Macaws are particularly partiat tebrazils
which they can crack with the greasest of ease with Thef®
powerful beaks. Suchs foods %s cakes, sugar, puddings,

« meat, fats,, bones, etc., Should bt be givenses they will

often cause the bird; to de®lop bad digestions and habits
and ar&quitg linnecessary for the birds’ well-being. Also
it is*not wigesta feed pef®birds at meal times, be®use if this
is done they. will gencrallpgnaRe a nuisance of themselves

y clamouyring to be fed €very time they see a tneal ST

preparation. .
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64. SMALLER PARROTS, CONURES AND EARGE
PARRAKEETS, B . S

A good standard seed mixture for these birds*when kept
as houschold pets is 25 percent of equal parts of hemp seed,
large white miliet, buckwheat, dari, whole oats or groats,
25 per cent safflower seeds and mixed sunflowers seeds and
50 per cent best large capary seed. As with the larger
parrots the seed mixture should be given fresh eaeil day afid
the owrers will soon get used to gauging the correct quantity
for lirir individual birds. The same fruits and green foods
as mentisned in the previops paragraphs can be given with
the addition of blackberries, raspbergies, cherries, dates,
chickweed, green oats and seeding grasses. Some Parrots
are very fond of Indian millet sprays, and these can be given
as*very special titbits or when any bird is a little off-colour.
Various kinds of nuts, raisins and currants can be given
occasionally as a change from fruit. Fresh drinking water

must be given daily and grit and cuttléfish bone should 2

alwuse be accessible. The foods which should not be given
arc the same as mentioned in paragraph 63. .« .

65. SMALL PARROTS AND PARRAfiBETS,.!"'FLBlRDS,
B o L R A, i =

* A guod standard mixture for/chese birds when kept as
_ pets is 45 per cent sunflower sgeds, safflower seeds, Jiemp,
whole oats or groafs, 25 per cent mixed millets and 50 per
cent mixed canary seeds. Fruit, green food, grit and
cattie-fish bone, together with the general management are
the same as-indicated in paragraphs 63 and 64. Fresh,
clean drinking water mest always be given daily. The

ingredients of all the sced mixtares can of coursé be varied

to suit the demands of individual birds and $pecies:
66. LORIES AND LORIKEETS - Lk
‘These birds are not really seed eaters, but they can often

be given beneficially a little parrot seed. * Their main diet is
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soft ripe fruit, 4 nectdr mixture and a little insectivorous soft

. food. The fruits ilhcy[Ekc best are bananas, grapes, dates,
figs and gipe pears. A standard nectar can be made up by
mixing two teaspdonfuls of Nestles milk or, some similar
kind of condensed milk, one teaspoonful “of honey, half
spoonful of Mellins food with four or five tablespoonfuls of
boiling aeater. The actu@l amount of water which in all cases
must be blipg can vary according to the desired consistency
ofithe liquice It will often be found that Lories, Lovikeets,
etc., prefer a ligle fine good quality biscuit meal added te= '
their nectar. When buying birdls of these types it4s alwaye
advisable to ascertaigdrom their previouspowners what kind
of nectar mixture they have been having. It is of utmost
importance for the health of the birds that the soft food and
fruit are given fresh daily, and twice daily if necessary, and
also that their feeding vessels are kept scrupulously clean.
Certain species wjll appreciate an occasidnal meal worm or

otwo and also a little insectivorous food. There are sevefal
good brands of insectivorous food on the market anl Tt is
sold with complete directions for its preparation.

o [

AN ©
A~
2 O o
7 g (=
o (o)
./’ ')‘
[ ] / [}
]
°
O <
e q‘ >
6 ‘ » P
o
°
“
() ° T o \ o
po Ty
-~
- o 4 N
A A
5 4 1 o a 3
- ® )
T » Y ~



’ s X s .“ /
e > ¢
- 0 - a
- \/ ~
- ~ ~
S CHAPTER V "
ACCIAMATIZING
é - ® =
67. CHANGE OF HABITAT o 3

As it will have been observed from the previGus chaptess,
Parrot-like birds all come from countries where the climate
s far warmer, than ours hére in Britain and therefore the
birds must be acslimatized to this change of temperature.
Acclimatizing means adjusting the birds’ general condition
to withstand lower and varying temperatures without ill-
eficcts. When importations are allowed they invariably
take place during the colder parts of our year and this
necessitates that ail species must be kept indoors in an even,
wdrm temperature. Freshly imported birds must always be-
stritdl; isolated for some months from all other birds which
may be kept on the premises. The first sign of sickness,
however slight, must be watched fo cand should any bird,
or birds, appear to be unwell, expert advice maetlre sought
~iminediately. It is very importantfthat sick rarrot-like birds
should not bé neglected. If ill /birds are treated correctly
right ayay they will invariibly/Aome through their sickness
“without any harm*Wiiatsoever. Some new arrivals may at
first be affected with diarrhoea brought about by the drastic
changes of climate and food, but this condition mostly clears
up quickly with correct regular feeding and an even, warm
temperature, A few drogs of T.C#¥. or some suzh germicide
given in their drinking water apd a little medicaded charcoal
sprinkled on their seed is said to be very geod forsthe birds.
There is on the market at che present time a picparation of
the M. & B. group which is of great value jor caring many
kinds of internal ailments i1 all . cies of caged birds. Whes
this preparation is used special case must be exzercised in
correctly following the directions of dosage andremembering

0 e
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» that there is variatioh iy the size of the birds. This M. & B.
¢ product cap be obtained at all good-class Chemists. .
O ';.‘
68. GENERAL MANAGEMENT p
The followirg points should, plways be“observed when
dealing with newly-imported Parrot-like birds. _ The owner
must make certain that all cagesestands, pens or aviaries are
perfectly cran, warm, airy and dry, dampness being a great
eremy to the health of newly-imported birds. It is essental
for the well-betg of the birds that cleanliness of htusing;™ '
food and water yessels and th@ actual food jand @vater, i
strictly and carefullgeobserved. Neglect, in this practical
procedure may quite easily cost the owner the new arrival
and possibly other birds housed in the near vicinity. The
birds should be persuaded to eat their standard sced mixtures
as soon as possible and this should be done without making
the change-over %o drastic. Many of the Amazon group
oand the African Greys are fed on boiled maize when first
captured or taken as young from their nest, and if thiz IFthe
case they must be weaned with considerable care. Gentle
handling®of the cagé=ar stand is important if the bird is to
be eventuallv a real tame talking pet. Quite often many
good birds aré“spoiled &s talkers through being handled
badly during the early pa'it of their life ih captivity.cIf the
owner of a Parrot, particuirly @ newly-imported kird, has
the miffortune to get bitteny the wouild must be medically
treated at once to avoid the possibility of it becoming septic.
Any birds being acclimatized should be kept in & steady
temperature of between 65 degrees afdd 75 degrees Fahren-
»  heit; it greatly assists iix the progess if the temperature is
" always mafatained at an even rate. It is sometimes said
that birds receive benefit during winter months by the use
of artificia! canray lamps. Thk would appear to be an
excellent id€4"as new arrivals must undoubtedly feel the loss
_~F their native sunshine. “yreshly imported birds have also
been accustomed tp lovigr hours of daylight in which‘to
feed and ourhort winter days can be usefully lengthened by

o
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artificial light. All kinds of Forgigh birds benefit, by
astificially'lengthened daylight hours, as it cnables them to
eat extra food therecby maintaining theic essential heat. It
is surprising how much better the birds will thrive, develop
and keep in good hard feather when they have long days
during the winter months. The majority of Parrot-like
birds really enjoy a bath aad they should be encqu;_".agcd.to
indulge in their fancy when practicable. With# the larger
kinds iwis not always possible to provide suitable receptacles
= serV¢ as baths, but this difficulty can partidlly be overcome

. By the tse of 2 spray ; exceilent bird sprays can be bought

at all good Bird Accessory Stores. Adl bathing should be
done as early in the day as possible so as to allow the birds
to get properly dry before nightfall.

Iy
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BREEDING

Q

69e MA‘C.'.».\XS AND COGKATOOS
Taese birds,are not very often bred in this country, firstly

because of the chigh cost of true acclimatized pairs and

secondly because of the very large, strong and specially
fitted enclosures they peed in which to breed? In spite ol
these facts a numberof different species Have reared young
in Britain from time to time and also Hybrid birds have
been produced. Macaws and Cockatoos are very slow=:n
maturing and coming into breeding condition (our climate
may have something to do with the lengthening of this timé),
and it may take s8ine years before a pair will settle down to

“serious domestic duties. Breeding quarters for these big and

powerful birdg must naturally be large and very strongly con-
structed. eSpeciallyn.:lSsigncd nesting boxes (Fig. 16) or large
pieces of rotting trec crunks must be provided for nesting
sites. The eggs; which are white in colour and quite small
for such”birds, range from two to six in number according
to species. The eggs are 'aid en alternate days although'
incubation actually commer;es from the appearance of the .
first egg ‘and lasts from about twenty to twenty-five days.
Consequently there is a difference in the ages of the youn
in each nest from two to twelve days. The young arc'fe
for the first days of their lives entirely on pre-digested food,
and as they, get older they are fed' direct from’ the crops of
their parents. = The differtnce in age lessens somewhat
e strain on_their parents, as by\ghc-time the last chick has
hatched the first is on dircct crop feeding. Boih parents
assist in feeding their chj ks and the cock birds usually
attend to the greater pars of the hens’ feeding whilist thiy
are incubating. I séme species the cock birds also take

53
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their daily tur? at sittin&o.n the afzs. The yomng Of these
- large Parrotflike bird$ often leayve their nests befbre they are
« fully feathered or can fly; once they are gut ofgheir nest
.

they devgJop much mdre fuickly gnd it is not long befoge
s . they are leeding and ﬂying'; qu" e frcc.ly witdhrTI®ir parents.

5 & AFRICAN CREYS AND AMegONS - -
Memys of ¢he Gréy and AmaZor® specigs are much
° )
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. smaller than tHe birds mentioned in paragraph 69 and conse-

« quently do not neéd quite such spacioys breeding quarters.
There are ‘on wecoxd several instances where Greys and
Amazons have actually reared “young indoors, in large
box-type cages Any breeding @viaries or cages must be
made of strong, and durable materials, as these birds have
very powerful beaks wkich the hens ply with great vigour
whien in bgeeding condition and looking for nesting sites.
When young arrive the parents need extra fruit and nuts in
addition to ther standard sced mixture, also somo good-
inscctivorous soft food is takela by sbme s%ciesa When
Parrots do start to Jay, their nesting places must be left
carefully alone as the majority of birds resent any form of
intrusion upon their domestic privacy. A whole season’s
cfforts can quite easily be spoiled by an owner being o
anxious to look at the nesting site.

<

“71. SMALLER PARROTS, CONURES, LARGE o
RBARRAKEETS, ETC. :

Many “of these “Uizds will breed in indoor or outdoor
aviaries and some species such as Ringnecks and Australian
Broadtails are “quite prdiific. Their general treatment is
quite §imple: clean, dry quarters with a suitable nesting,
log or box, plenty of seed, green food, grit, cuttle-fich bone,
fruit arftl‘ nuts, soft food and ¢lean drinking water. Another:
very important point is that the birds must be left undis-
turbed as much as possible whilst breeding. Althorgh they
mature more quickly than the large Parrot-like birds, they
nevertlieless often take same years to come into the right
condition fér reproduction. Often bifds are paired a year
or two and live quite happily before they will even think
ahout settling to rear a family. “Would-be breeders should
not be distiumaged if their birds seem a long time getting
down to business. The h.yll of seeing the first young birds
‘teave the nest will amply iepay for the seerhingly long wt

for regults. , ¢

O
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72. SMALLER PARRAKEETS, LOEIES AND LORIKEETS
« A greas many spegies of Australian aftd other Parrakeets
are bred every year in Britain both in tfeir pure apd hybrid
forms. A lot\of breeders use Budgerigatitype aviaries with
extra strong Wire nettinggallowing one patr of Parrakeets
to each enc{osurc. Some species such as the Cockatiels and
Redrumps have begome thoroughly domesticated gad with
the latter a different colour varicty, the YelloweRedrumps,
have been evolved. Many of these smaller Pamrakeets have
<=0 DPoods of young per scason, with the fsumbers varying
drom thsee togeven in cach &rood. Theirgeneral treatment
is about the samegas with the larger Pegrakeets, but of course
they do not require such spacious breeding quarters.
Varieties such as Bourkes, Redrumps, Cockatiels, Rosellas,
- . .
et®., have all been bred successfully in large indoor cages.
Generally speaking, however, it is preferable to breed
Parrakeets of all kinds in aviaries with plgnty of flying space
s¢* the birds can have lots of health-giving exercise. Several,
spetiasmof the nectar-feeding Parrakeets—the Lories and
Lorikeets also breed reasonably freely in this country both
in large cages and in indoor and out aviaries df varying
sizes. THe feeding of both adults and young is as indicated
Jn®paragraph 66. Many of thefe cage #fid avi bred
- sParrakeets gét very tame and quite a lot of them can be
taught ¢ricks and to say a*few words.
.

" -

73. LOVEBIRDS AND PARROTLETS )

Take %s a whole the Lovebird family all breed freely in
This country and many hyndreds of young are produced
each season both in pure and Hyhpid forms, The Pazrotlets,
although sofaewhat Similar in size and temper#ment to the =

- Lovebirds, do not take kindly to breedipg in captivity,
—— although _individual pairsghave ogcasionally sondescendgd
to produce families. The gengral treatmeat awd mahage-

-—

. ~guent of LovcbirdsI;md Pabrotlghare Yery similar to that of
popular littie Budgerigars amX{hey like the same kin
of sceg ﬂtura‘with the addition of 4 fttle swnflower scoc;t
- oo Y - ~ >
- - . -
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Nest boxes for Lovebijds are of like design to those used for
Budgerigars, but (f larger dimensionsgsay, g ins.:by 8 ins. by
11 ins. Lovebirds, although smallish birds, need quite large
nesting boxes because they havé an un-Parrot-like habit of
lining their nests with bark, twigs and stiff grass or straw.
At breeding times the pairs should be well supplied with
nest-kuilding materials, particularly in the form of green
twigs from, fruit, hazel, elm, etc., trees. Lovebirds are
undoubtedly one of the best kinds of Parrot-like birds for
the new breeder to start with to get a general idea of th=
management of, the Parrot spicies as'a whole. &

[T 4 .c \*
74. GENERAL .

It cannot be emphasized too strongly that with the breed-
ing of any kind of Parrot-like birds, cosy housing, good
correct feeding, absolute cleanliness and the unbounded
patience on the gpart of the owner are most essential if any
measure of success is to be achieved. The foregoing para-
graphs have given rcaders a brief outline of the practical
management necded for the breeding of the different species
of Parrot-like birds*und should help them to start in this
fascinating section of Aviculture.

L3
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CHAPTER VII

3
TALKING PETS
I / “ ) d -

- 75. SELECTION OF THE BIRD % ,
THERE are two courses open. to the prospective owner of a
wa Pamsot-like bird—firstly, to buy either privately or from

'a‘reputofl Bird Shop“a fullystrained talking bird, alterna-
tively to buy an unirained bird and dg the training. The
latter, of course, will be much less expensive. In the 1Fst
case the bird should settle down in its new home within a
few 4veeks and should commence talking freely according to
its previous training. As a safeguard, however, a guarantee
of the vocal ability.should be obtained at the time of pur-

= = chase unless of course the bird was known pPreviously. With "

= an untrgined bird it may be some weeks or even months
before it will even start to talk and therefore the new owner
must not be discouraged if the bird d ot begir talking
at once. The previous Chapters have glven readers informa-
tion about the different varicties Jf Parrotdike birds and
tfeir varying powess of mimicry, and from them theThoice
of a pet can be made. It is always best to choose an imma-
 + ture bird for training as they ars mostly more amenable to
_ being taught than are older birds of fixed ways. '
-

767 TRAINING RULES

A number of riiles have to be follawed carefully if tite new

s pet bird is to become a talker. Perhaps the mostdmportant

- » of all is that the complete confilience of the-bird i1 gained

— at the carliest possible morent. Every endeavour should,

e D€ made to prevent the new bird from being Tightened

5 ither by animals or the sudden noiws appearance of human
beings. If.a bird does get badiy™%ightened it may take °

weeks befire its confidence & renewed again aid in cense-

- 58 o~ -
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quence its start in talking is often delayed. It is best if the :

bird is kept when: it can see people moving abgut without
being too*closs to them. At first one particular member
of the household shéuld tend to the bird’s feeding and clean-
ing so that it*gets quite used to the habiis” of one person.
Each time the cage or stand is approached it should be done
so steadily and withous fuss and the particular word or words
to be learged repeated in a clear sharp tone. It is a definite
mistake tostry and get a bird(to learn too many words at
one time and with most species it will confuse them ¢o mush
that in the end they will only utter” unintglligibls noises.
As a general rule all Parrot-like birds' learn to talk more
edsily and more quickly if they receivé their instructions
from a lady. )

L

77. VOCABULARY

It would appear from the observations of a great many
Macaws, Cockatoos and Parrots that the sex of any of these
birds makes little or no difference to their ability fo imitate
the heman voice. Many owners have great difficulty in
ascertaifiing the agaal sex of their pets and Tom, Dick or
Harry, are often miscalled Mary, Jane or Saily! This,
of coursg, does 2pt haveany bearing on their ability to talk.
With*smaller Parrakeets and particularly the little Budgeri»
gars (which are true Parrakeefs) the sex of the bird being

trained has a definite influgnce on their vocabulafy. Itic =

only in'odd cases that hen birds will learn to talk although
they will become exceedingly tame and attached to their
owners, making them most loyable pets.  As indicated in
the prévions paragraph«it is important to start teaching the
bird clear)short-syllable words. “Thé choice of a name for
the bird is entirely in the Wands of the owner, but whatever
name is originally selected it stiauldbe adhered to through-

out the bied’s period of training, It is not necessary, as is a
pe & Ty ;

current belief, to cober-np_a bird when training it to talk,
“in fact, it s preferable fs."the bird to see its instructor ahd
then to establish & really friendly relationship. However,

;e
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¢ ¥ .
if a bird is kept in the most lived-in rcom of a house it is
quite a good plan to give it some form ofishading from the
direct glare of artificial light. Another blief which is quite
wrong and very harmful is that the bird’s‘topgue must be cut
before it can tu'k. In addition to learning: to mimic the
human voice, and by the way they can learn any language,
other sounds which occur in the bird’s hearing will quite
often be imitated. There are many Parrot stories of which
readers will no doubt have hgard, showing the skill in which
sgme birds learn to repeat the human voices Other indica-
tions ofithe great popularity of Parrot-like birds are that
they appear as characters in books, hoth for children and
adults, and also sungs and music have been written alout
them. During the course of the bird’s training it is essential
tha. the owner should always repeat the same word or words
when approaching the pet and particularly when feeding or
cleaning the cage er stand. It is only by continuous clear
repetition that the bird will imitate its owner’s voice.

78. TRATNING AND HANDLING ,
Because of the powerful beaks of magey Parrot-like birds
it will be iealised that the vast majority of them cannot be
« haniled with the same ease and sfety asgan most other
species_of caged birds, and that a special techniguie for
dealing .with them is rejuired. Fortunately, however,
Parrots, ctc., do not require constant handling- and,
generally speaking, they only need to be handled ror very
special parposes such as sickness or movement to another
residence. It is quite obvious that Parrot-like birds must
be picked up in such a way that thgy cannot use thaii beaks
to inflict dangerous bites. For the purpose of handling,
both hands will have to be usel and for safety’s sake it is
wise to wear light strong lgacher gloves.  One method is tn
get the bifd in a position so that a cloth or towel caty be
‘dropped completely over it; thcrl taking hold of the bird in
suéh a mapner that it cannot bia_, The other method is™
to grasp }he bird quickly anél firmly af Jz¢ back of head and

- -
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. neck using a finger and thumkb to hold the head in a safe’

. position ; this is dyne by putting them one ecach side of the
head just Below the base of the beak. Whilst one hand is
dealing with the head, the othef holds the body steady by
grasping the bird just above the rump and including the
long wing feathers. Some birds get very tame and will
allow <heir owners to handle them with impinity and of
course present no difficulty when they need attention.
However tame a bird is knowa to be it is not wige for a
stranger to put sheir hands too near the range of the birdis
beak. It is a very good rule Gever fo take Jiberties with
any Parrot-like birdgand vice versa. Every effort should
be made to prevent a bird being frightetied or teased and
this applies very specially to the newly-acquired pet. A
sudden fright will often spoil the chances of a bird beconiing
a good talker. Teasing any bird or animal is a very unpleas-
ant habit and shogld always be definitelydiscouraged.

*7g. BIRDS AT LIBERTY ‘ YN
Many species of Parrots, particularly some of the smaller
kinds, erfjoy being &llowed the liberty of the house and in
some cases can even be allowed that of the garded. When
first let out of i cage tile bird must be carefully watched
to see Tiow it is going to react to the privilege. « The majoritysms
of birds are very good when at liberty and thoroughly enjoy
their spells of complete ireq;lom. However, in a few odds =
cases some birds are rather naughty and want to gnaw all
and sundry woodwork in the room that comes witlin reach
of their beaks. Any bird that is known to be of a destructive
nature fiegt only be let out of ifs cage whet: its owner is at
* hand to kezp it under control. Partots at liberty rarely
fly ; they much.prefer to méve from place to place with the
aid of their feet and beaks and it is Surprising how quickly
and far they can.move. Although Parrots can mostly take
good care of themsélves q(g;xinst other domestic animals,
mevertheless the advent of siray cats and dogs sheuld alwajys
be guarded against.” No doubt'most readers have seen the

.
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amusing photographs which appeal in the National Press
from time to time of, the friendships beifecn cats and dogs
and Parrot-like birds. When Parrots’are. allSwed to go
into the garden it is advisable to clip tle Jong flight feathers
on one wing le prevent them from straying too far from
home and getting lost. Parrots have strange and amusing
habits and the Author knews of an'African Grey wko goes
down almost every day to see its owner’s chickens and gets
great fun out of sitting with them when they are laying ;

s¢ hews do not seem to resent Sam’s presence and in fact

they seem tq_look forward¥to his visits, _Another African
srey takes great delight in climbing wp the clothes post and
then along the lirie and pulling off the pegs holding clotfes,
much to his mistress’s displeasure !

‘
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80. SHOWING
Tue exhibiting of Parrot-like birds (excluding the Budgeri-

gar) is only just starting to regover after the very’serioti.

sef-backs of thes war years and the periodeimniédiately
following, to say nof¥ing of the ban on jmporting Parrot-
like birds. Most of these birds take very kindly to being
shown and a great many of them actually revel in the cpn-
stant admiration they receive at all exhibitions. Birds such
as Macaws, Cockatoos and the larger of the Parrots are
usually confined t being exhibited at shows held in their

]

» immediate neighbourhood because the size of their cages

presents transit difficulties, to say nothing of the high cost
of freightage. With some of the more casily-bred Parrots and
Parrakeets, exhibitidus arc a fine way of attracting new
breeders of these birds and together with the non-breeding
Parrot-lifx birds“they always create a wonderful attractior
to the general publit. S s -

B}

3
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-
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81. PRIZE-WINNING Q%Aunns

There is far more in exhibiting than just putting a hird
in a show cage and sending it along to a show. Firstly, the
bird’s plussage must be complete and in perfett, clean, shining
condition aid the bird itself must be in'good health and have
no claws or tees missing® Sccondly, the bird must be
perfectly athome in a.show cage or, with large birds, its
usual cage’or stand. Fig. 17 gives an idea for the show .
cages suitablé for the smaller Parrots and Parrakeets either
singly or i pairs. At the present time there is ne prescribed
show standard for individual £oecies of Parrot-like birds

63 0
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because of their very great numbcrs, but there is 4 general
standar of cxccllcncc which judges use as a guide.

82. TRAINING FOR EXH!BITION i

Household pets require little or no special {rammg for

~ show work as they are invariabiy able to take suck things in
- their stride. ~However  with aviary-ke t Parrots ard

_ Parrakeets training is defintely necessary ii the bxrds are to
display themselves to their fullest advantage. "It is so very
dicappointag both to the exhiditor and the public to sce
beautifully coloured birds “iiding in a ¢orner of a cage. As

- 2 -
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most shows are héld during the winzer months the question -

of interference with bieeding Sperations does not fortunately
arise, Wish ayiary-bred and kept Patrakeets it is advisable
to give fome primary tiaining when the birds are still quite
young and this does save“quite a lot of work at a later date.
Generally speaking, however, Parrot-like birds take more
kindly to beirg shown than many other species of birds and
eonsequently require less vigorous training.

83. STOCK TRAINING CAGES AN L
"It will of course be realised that Both show an® training
¢ages for Parrot-likebirds will have to be constructed of very
strong durable materials. The actual size of the training
cages will be governed by the kind of bird or birds they are
to accommodate. As a rough guide for birds up to, say,
the size of Cockatiels (see Para. 55) the measurements would
be length 4 ft. § ins., height 3 ft., ard width 1 ft. 6 ins.
For large Ringnecks (see Para. 56) length 6 ft., height 4 ft.,
and width 2 ft. and so on in proportion. The floor ef ti.
training cage can be covered with a layer of good clean pine
sawdust which wiil absorb surplus moisture and keep the
birds’ feathers in good clean condition. If Lories and Lori-
keets a=e being:caged then sawdust and blotting paper car
be tised and of coarse changed regularly, as there is always
an excess of moistureswith these breeds of birds. Seed, grit

-

and water vessels shculd be put inside the training cages -

and the doors must be firmly secured as all Parrot-like birds
have a knack of opening doors at the wrong timc

84. FEEDING SHOW BIRDS . S
The feeding of exhibitign Parrot-like birds varies according
to the individual species to which they belong, but it is fairly
*safe torassume that generally heir standard fred plus the
odd tit-bit is sufficient to mairtain them in condition. O -
of the chief things to be_avoided is over-fatness and or this
issue very speciz! care is needed with Parraseets. When

5
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caged, the extra fattening sceds in Llic Parrakeets’ mixtures
should be reduced to a minimum. (A regular and varied
supply of green food"should be given to all th= different
varieties. Fresh water, grit and ‘cuttle-tish bone should
always be available in the stock crges as these are all so very
necessary for maintaining fitness.

1

85. SHOW CONDITION

The great importance of parfect show condition in all the
_many species of Parrot-like birds cannot be Stressed too
stronglys- with show “condition, good bodily vigour and
perfect health must be combined with parfection of plumage.
Show condition of the feathers means that the birds must
have their full complement of feathers of good colour and
texture without any being bent, frayed, broken or soiled in
any way. It is often rather difficult to provide bathing
facilities for all the varied kinds of Parrot-like birds, but
Saths should be given wherever possible. However, spraying
~ith a fine spray using clean, cold or tepid rain water or
boiled tap Wwater is a good substitute for baths and has a
most desirable effect on the condition of“fie plumage. It is
not wise to over-spray any kind of bird as it will make the
featber texture “ ropey . Spraying should only »e done
early in the day to allow the birds to dry ~ut thoroughly and
not at ail when the weather if excessively damp.

/
v i
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86. SHOW PROCEDURE

V%en it is desired to enter birds for a show it is important
that the rules which goverr. that particular show ‘Show
rules vary) and the section classification are first/ carefully
studied. Classes for Parrot-like birds are mostly quite easy
to follow and are usually limited in number, but should
any doubt arise the Secretary of thé show will alvays-be
i ‘cased to advise. The entiy fees together with the com-
pletrd ertry form-~ should be sengin io the Show Secretary
well‘before tile adyertised closing date. Labels nsed on the
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, outside of travelling casts (where the birds go by rail) must
be fixed very firmly and the underpart of the labels filled in
with the Swner’s name dnd address ready for the return
journey. The inside cage ¢ard should be fillad in with the
cage number and the owner’s name and address. When
going by rail the fares must be paid fog both forward and
return journcys: the Railway Companies will supply all
details about’ sending live-stock by rail. It is important
that before birds are packed fur rail the water vessels ip.

soiled by this not Heing done. The train time-tables should
be zarefully checked to get the most suitable train so that
the birds will arrive at their destination in plenty of time
to have a rest before judging. When the birds arrive batk
from a show they should be put back into their training or
stock cages and given seed and water and perhaps a special

N

the show cages are emptied, mally birds get their plamage’

tit-bit by way of éhcouragement. It is advisable for any -

Intending exhibitors to visit at least one exhibition before-

showing, any of their own birds, so much valuabié know-
ledge of show procedure can be gathered from a visit.

*  EXHIBITING . 67 . -
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AILMENTS

87. AsTHMA
THe rondition called Asfima seems to attack some “pet

m_'rParto'.-likc birds that lack Jeal first-rate health and are kept

in over-heated, dry, airless quarters, When asthma first
attacks the birds'they get the typical wheezy breathing, -but
if treatment is given at once the condition is usually cleared
up quite quickly. Birds that are affected should be kept in
an cven temperature and put on a very plain diet with
plenty of fresh fruit, green food and water and then given
cne of the new effective asthma cures. “These patent Avian
azthma cures can be obtained at all good bird accessory’

stores. 2

88. BEAKS — OVERGROWN

~ & The upper part of the beaks wall somgfimes graw too long

if the,birds are not given spmething - gnaw and weur away
the surplus grewth. Cuttle-fish bgie, various nibbles and
pieces of wood will all help to kee» the beaks at thefr normal
effective length. If the beak hay become too long then the
- -sistance of a vet. or an experienced fancier will be necessary
to perform the operationi. It is not advisable for anyone to

attempt to ‘rim a Parrot’s beak on their own—swho would

care to, anyway !
1 r, ‘
‘.
- L

89. BROKEN LIMBS : KA e
It is niot very often that Parrot-like birds suffer from broken

Hones, bup should an unfortupate accident occur the inex-

perienced owner is advised to obtain the help of an cxpef-'t
righ* away. Cleanly broken wings will, if left, usually set
68
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quite weld on_their ogn even if a little out of place. A

N

* broken leg mostly requires moze detailed attention and this

is best done.by a vEt. or an experienced bird breeder. Alecg
takes a longer time to Meal thanja wing and the owner is

advised not to be too impytient. o

Q0. BALDNESS; OR LOSS OF FEATHERS
sLoss of feathers (other than natural fnoult) from various
arts of the® body is seen particularly in Parrot-like birds

with the,veny aged and those saving an ill-balanced diet.

With the very old birds little cantb

except by giving them foods rich in calcium #nd plenty &f

frait and green food "“With an ill-balanced diet the answer

is quite simple : an experienced Fancier shiould be consailted
and his advice on the correct feeding carcfully folloyed.

Any bare areas can be bencficially rubbed with fresh olive

oil, having first cleaned the area with a good germicide.

Repeated applicaions of olive oil will invariably help the

feathers to start growing again. P

g1. CEAWS—OVERGROWN e

The claws of birds which are kept in confined spaces will
mostly need their ends glipping from time to time to keep
them-frofn becoringg too long and dangerous. Overgrdwn
claws have caused maay birds to lose their toes by begoming®
caugh%in the wire of §e cage or aviary. ¥t is essential that

e dong to ease the conditidi.~,

~

care is taken when the cigwiare cut and again it is necessary ~—

. CUT OFF 5
HERE

: g e

.
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to have the assistance of a second person.  See Tig. 18 for
diagram of where the claws should %e cut. >

Q2. CONSTIPATION \ #

Constipation will sometimes afect Parrot-like birds when
their amount o, exercise is very restricted and they are fed
on a too rich dry diet. This dangerous staie of health can
be relieved and cured by adding a few crystals of Glauber
or Epsom salts to the drinking water when needed. If the
seed dict is a balanced ont and fruit and green foods are
engven regularly throughout ‘he year, constipation should not

czcur, S o WAL
L

93. CONSUMPTION—GOING LIGHT

Fhis wasting disease does not fortunately attack many
birds these days, primarily because of the tremendous
improvements in the conditions under which Parrot-like
birds are imported and subsequently housed. Symptoms of -
consumption are loss of appetite, or insatiable appetite,
listlessness and the steady loss of weight.  If this dissase is
detected in its very early stages veterinar 7 attentio may be
able to azrest and perhaps cure the condition. Sick birds
must be put on a balanced diet, kept warm and given plenty
OafreRiy air o 7 i X

‘ I
i

1

4. DIARRHOEA J :
Such things as fouled or stale 1oods, frosted or tainted
green foads, will all cause diarrhoea in birds of all ages and
of all varieties. If this distressing condition is allgwed to
develop and nob treated at once the result ma;” be most
serious and perhaps lead to death. Birds so af’ected must
be taken into a warm, even temperature, and put on a diet
of plain dry seed (made tip mostly of large canary) and wate,
(which has been boiled) tc wlrich a few trops'of a good

ermicide or one of the new suloha Arugs has been added. :

metimes the feathers surrounding the vent ares are soiled

o]



Jf e :
. YAILMENTS -, 71

and evil smeiling anc§ if so nsed washing with warm disin-
fected water and dried with cotton®wool. It is essensial _
that the washcd-areas re most shoroughly dried to prevent
the possibility of a farthe chill Jeveloping. If the treatment
has been givén in the carly $fages the condition mostly
starts to clear within a few hours. Should no improvement
be scen after about twenty-four hours then further expert
advice shoyld be sought. The sick bird’s eage must be kept
very clean-and no other birds must be allowed to come into
contact'with tke sick one, in ofder to_prevent any -.,grcad-: =)

- -~

95. EGG BINDING &
“ Pet hen birds only get egg bound on very rare occasions,
but in the breeding quarters it may happen through nymer-
ous causes such as soft-shelled eggs, damp or draughty
quarters, over-fatness, under age or weakly stock birds, and
the sudden changes in weather when the birds are about to
, lay. E?g binding is the inability of hens to pass an egg whicn

is fully formed, through one of the causes mentigned above.
Generally speaking, it is quite easy to detect egg-bound hens
as they’sit about”oa perch, floor or near the necsting box .
looking most dejected, with their feathers all flufied out and
breathing rather. more heavily than usual. Should a*sick- 7
bird e noticed it"“ust at once be put in a cage and taker®
into a really warm ﬁm and the vent oiled with Sweet or -
olive o1l applied with &smgll hair brush. After an hour ¢t -—
two of warmth the bird®will generally pass the egg; in the _
meore stubborn cases further measures may have toebe talen, .
Should the oil and heat fail to give rélief the next method is
trcatment by steam, see Fig. 7g. Before putting the bird
directly intg it the stecam should be tested with the back of
the hand making certain it is not too hot. The vent and = -
Larg surrounding areas:should be well oiled to yrevent any”
damage t¢ the skin, Wit the smaller Parrot-like birds;
steaming is duite easy, but with the larger and more powerful -
birds assistance of a second person ie needed.  PFhe stearsihg
should be done for ‘periods of about half a ‘minute each and

I | % e
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Fig. 19. STEAMING EGG-BOUND HEN

L

after threo or four times in the steam the bird should be put
back into its cage and the egg is -usually passed within a
shiort time. When the egg has been lai the bird'must be
treated ©s convalescent for several davs’and then gradually
kardenell off before it is returned te Ats original quaizers.

L

g6. ENTERITIS 2
There seem to be tivo Kinds of Enteritis—the contagious
and the non-contagious, .the former which is ca,useé by a
germ and the latter which is a kind of food poisqning. Both
kinds of Enteritis set up a serious inflamatory corndition of
the abdom-n and if not treated quickly cannot be cyred.
The symptoms are diarrhoza, Soiled vent feathers, swollen
and inflamed abdomen and quickness of breatl. The drop-
pings of a sitk bird are very loost, slimey, greenjsh-coloured
and often tinged with blood and foul in smell. Trea*ment
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as' with diarrhoca,-p&ragraph_ 94. -Inexperienced owners -
are advised to get help and advice in_all cases of Enteritis
.and even, i suspected ﬁcs. It' is always better to be safe

than sorry ! 2~
- - »

Q7. FITS 2
. Although some of tire smaller and more excitable Parrot-
like birds are subject to fits under certain conditions, on the
whole fits dre not a very frequent cause of trouble. _ Usually
there is7ittle tnat can be dorfe by the owner, as_the first
indication of a §t is the bird falling from thc,percrr with &
flutter and dying asesoon as it reaches’the floor. HealtRy
conditions and correct feeding will make futs very improbable
in all species. 3
98. psiTTACOSIS (Furrot disease)

Although this wickness is called Parrét disease it is in no
way limited to Parrot-like birds and it can be contracteét
and transmitted by many kinds of birds including domesuc
poultry: One of the special dangers of Psittacosis is that it
can be contracted by human beings and animals with most
unpleasant results. The symptoms in Parrot-liké birds are
loss ~f appetite, fisffed-out feathers, watery mucus disclfarge
from nose and mouay and severe diarrhdea. © Any suspected
cases should at once byput into quarantine and a vet. called
in right away. All pzecautions, as with any contagiofis
sigkness, must be taken %y the owner.

-

g9. TUMOURS . g
Growths of all kinds are usualty called tuinours and =y
can be fbund on any part cf the body. Although Parrot-like
#birds will five to a great age it is surprising how very few o
them develop any kind of tumorous growths.™ In their
first stages tumours do not secem to inconvenience the birts
and consq:ently théy aranot noticed until they have afirm
hold and ate difficult to treat.« Tumours on the upper parts

. 3 '\
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of the body and wings can often be successfully removed hy
a vet., but when they are situated in vhe 2bdomen area they
can r;a\ne]!,.r be treated with any Ia_sl.n SUCCEsS
\ B
100, WOUNDS .r
Sometimes Parrot-like birds get small wounds on various
parts of thex bodie- which may bleed quite freely at the
time, but very quickly heal if left on their own. Deep
wounds caused by fighting may need stitching by a ¥et. so
that they can heal cleanly —nd quickly. Ia all caises it is
~a good plan tn dab any kind of wound with a.good germicide
and then dust with an antiseptic powlr. s

fig
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of the body and wings can often be sfxcccssfully removed by .
a vet., but when they are situated in the 2bdomen area they o
can rarely be treated with any lastil;'g success,

\ /s
100. WOUNDS L :

Sometimes Parrot-like birds get small wounds on various
parts of their bodie~ which may blced quite freely at the
time, but very quickly heal if left on their ovm, Deep
wounds caused by fighting may need stitching by a vet, g0
that they can heal cleanly nd quickly. Fa all Gases it is
a good plan to dab any kind of wound with a,good germicide
and then dust with 4n antiseptic powder.
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