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a CHAPTER I 

. HISTDRY 

I. k NCIENT CAGE BIRDS c 

JT has become quite clear after studying the history of the 
early civilizat rons in th warmer pa t;ts. of the globe, thaf 
Parrot-like birds were kept in .c.aptiviry;eiboth as household ( 
JJ'dS and in decm;ated aviary structure . WH n the first 
members of the Parrot species actually came to this cc:mntry 
it is difficult to ascertain, but undoubtedly odd specimens 
were brought over by t4e early Traders from the near East. 
It is known that Alexander the Great brought tame Par:r:.,;;)ts 
frQ,m India to Rome where they beca&e great favourites 
with the nobles of that time. The Romans housed J)ieir 
Parrots in cages made of ivory and precious metals _and in 
most elaborate aviaries. Until the early part of this 'present 
century P'll.rrots were mostly associated with sea-faring inc:n 
and elderly ladies, although a few were kept by Aviculturists, 
but now their cult is widespread ci.nd embraces people 
walks of life. The advent of the long distance sailing- ships 
brought seamen into contact with cou tries where Parrots 
were amongst the wild bir8s were kept a 1 

natives ot those lands. Brightly coloured, 
birds that could imitate the huma ntvoice must hawe appeareiA, 
very fascinating to those: adven t,urifµs seamen and it is 0 little 
wonder that numerous specimens of the vari tius kinds were 
brought back to this country f'as gifts fbr their families. Some 
of the earliest specimens of birds fro,m foreign countries to 
be housed at tfie ZDoligical Gardens, were birc:ls 
of t'.'i'l.e Par :.tot-li Re f..t the present time the Zoo has 
<J . . v'vonderful and coll'ection o[ Parrots, Ma<;µws, 
Cockatoos, Parrakeets, etc., and the Parrot house is always 
a centre · of for vis.rtors of all ages. , 
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excepted) on ° the Continent <of ftu rope proper and their 
dist'fibutio oi tes mainlyowithin the tropica and sub-tropical- '· 
areas

0
of the w3rld>. lfhere are many groups ofrelated birds 

all having t;\,1e distinct articulated upper mandible and paired 
toes which together form the family of Parrot-like 
birds. ··;Jn the l.'Jnext ChiJtpter each of these grou1's has been 
dealt with separately and a given of the BK>re 

opular varieties. It will be realiL;ed. that in a 
andbook liue this, it is not possible to give a fully detailed 

of all <(he many forms. Shoul:l the reader require 
further and coro,plete descripti71e information it can be 
obtained from the .;na'ily excellent specialized bifd books of 
individual countries. Practically all members of the Parrot-
like groups can be taught to talk , but their proficiency 
varies with the different varieties and also with individual 
specimens. Some of the species such as the African Grnys 
anfl the Amazons have tremendous powgrs of reproduction 
of the human voice and other sounds, whilst further k.:,nds 

'"ao not te.lk so fluently, but become exceedingly ta:rife and 
friendly and can be taught to do various tricks. 

'], 

4. COLOUR VARIETIES _,, 

Many of the Parrakeets and Love Birds breed quite freely 
in captivity and with some o'f the species, colour varietie,_<: 
have been raised and pe5peti.;,ated. :i'he 1 
coloured .• breeds are the Lutino lling-necks {.yellow birdS' 
with red eyes), Yellow .Jledrumps .. and Blue Lcfve Birds, all 
of which are most at+ractive Other species 01 

Parrots and Cq,ckatoos have beE!n bred occasipnally, in 
another Chapter the breC1ding 0£ P;:i,rrot-like birds in this 

· country will be dealt with irir a practical manner. 
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- ..,,_, 
5· THE DIFFERENT TYPES 

THE,,large fq.mily of Parrot-like birds can be o ivided into 
a number of differeryt groups an& represen tntives of all of 
them are kept her r. in Gre ;:i.t Britain eithe l: as single pets or 
in collect01's' avia1ies. First come th!i! Parrots, then 
the Macaws, Cockatoos, Conures, Love Birds, Pigmy Parrots, 
Parrakeets, Lorikeets and Lories. In the following para­
graphs a description is given of the popular and most 
interesting members of each group commencing with the 
typical Parrots. 0 

6. THE AFRICAN GREY PARROTS (Psittacus erithacus). 1 

. (Fig. r) 
There c,an be little doubt that these Parrots the most 

sought after and most popular of all the vast number of 
Pah 'ots. They are invariably of gentle nature, easy to handle, 
require a simple diet, have a long life and a capacity for 
imitating the hum::.n voice "with great accuracy. The Grey 

about 13 iJls. in with a dark-coloured, 
stout hookec bill and bare ,patches of white skin surrounding 
'..he eyes ; i heir size va;·ies somewhat, with the females 
generally a smaller: Tlie body cQlour is a shaded dove 

. grey with a snort r:,ed taiL q.nd under c0vets. These 
and other African Parrots rer:.uire special care when first 
irpported, but once the-y have become acclim atized they are, 
if managed, practically o 
feeding plays an important p-:i.rt in i:: 

... :1ealth and :n good hard :::>h .... A souqd 
seed mixture should consjst of about 50 P$r cent large canary 
seed (SpaPish canary type) and the remainder made up 
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of the body and wings can often be s c<S'essfuUy r ifmoved by 
a vet. , but when they are situa ted in he <tJ:>domen are a they 
can rarely be treated with any SUC[ s 0 

0 \1 _jf) c 
r7 0 IOO. WOUNDS , 0 

Sometimes Parrot-like birds get small WOlljldS on various 
parts of the it" bodie:- whic h may bl&ed quite freely at. the 
time, but very quickly heal if left on their Deep 
wounds caused by fighting rp.ay need stitching !SY a wet. lllo 
th 01.t they can heal cleanly ...:nd quickly. Ji al &lses it is 

-ea .1$ood ? lan to dab any kind of wound with a" good 
and then dust with an antiseptic powdQr. 0 0 

) 

0 
0 

0 

0 

.., 
,;f' ' 0 

? ' 

,<.,C 
0 . 0 

0 

. ) 
(1 

ii> 
!) 

0 
J• 0 

" 
" 0 

·1 (. 

0 

(> 
Q 

.. 

.. 

0 












