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Acaix we have “to entreat the indulgence of . ™

our kind patronsefor the 16ng delay in bringing
out the present volume on the “j‘ili:il? Birds, and
we have to express our sineerd hope that it will
gratify them updn perasal,” both, with respect to
the matter .and tke Hlu,-;tmlmm, rapon  which
every pains have been hrshmi'll The text has
run out to a igluglh nlfngetlmr nnusual with our
publieations, and we rathgr think too. bulky lor
its symmetrieal appearance ; but even sucle as it
i5, the author rggrdts that’ more space could not
have been afforded him for fagther details in this
his favourite subject, the greay, research for which
has been, anrongst others, dne of the cmlsﬁ far
its appearance_being so laté, the gmro to he
regretted Jon our part, op account of lhe Cof-
tinmed, and even increaging  demand, Tor this
work, hoth at home and abroad.

" We are glad that it issnow in our power to

guard against such Jlong integvals, from there
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helngr a H“"'I stock in progress ; amongst others, =
two volumes on the patural history of the Dog, l"'"L
from the pen and pencil of Colonel Hamilton
Smith : one on Fislies ; ona on Bees ; another on b
the British Birds s fnw one on the Introduction 1o
Entomology. are a'l in active preparation.  The
| next volume witl becche Histery of the Dog, and
) - -
| embracss the Wolves, Foxes, Hyxhas, Jackals, 4
&e.
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WILLIAM SMELLEE.

" [ 4
. - P 3

WiLrtam Sseenvie, the ydungest ein of
Alexander Smellie, a master builder of suffi-
cient eminenct to have atlainefl the title® of
Architeet, is said o have been born in the .
Pleasance, one of the suln 1;3-_.'\11' the city of
Edinburgl, in 1740 ; but fis_re iseno register of
his birth extant, either from ¢he parish records | -
of the time being incorrectly <kept, o, as ia
moré probable, from his father not havilig atten-
ded to the registration on actount of lis peeuliar .
religibus denets, he being a member of that seet
of Presbyterians w hich is termed Cameronians,
a class of plrsons with whom readers of the
preseat day have been ‘made famjliary acooain-
ted by the writings of Sir ﬂn". nll-.*r Scott.  There

VOL. 1L B

,,-.




13 MEMOIR OF

I monument in the Greyfriars’
by :'.prl;m_lpnh' denomi-
e as  erected
.|"ler thd Revolutien b iang, to the
T memory of thosé Br lh ' who fell in
the battles of Ientland ‘a l “Bothwell- bridge,
which 15 fupposeddto hav -r-!n'cn originally bmlt
by Mr Alexander Smellie? or his father, Mr
William "fuwllm,mhl:m wag, alzo a builder; and
there Mr Alexander Smellie and severnl of the
elder*branches of tile family @re interred.

Williang received the first rudiments of his
education &t a fehool in the village of Dudding-
stone, about a wile from his p'tterml residence,
which wag fﬁihhed by g rcguﬁ.r course of

classical sthdy® & a glhmmar school, from
whence he was tnLL-ls' n 1552, at twelveyears
of age and apprenticed on thealst of Oetober,
1752, to Messrs Hamilton, Balfour, and Neil,
pritters in Edmbwrgh, for six ycrs and a half;
during which time he conducted himself with
maost e-:emplnry,.ditigence. and gave indiecation
uf suyermr mte igefice; so that, two years
_hefore the ﬂplral-mu of his appgenticeship, his
masters sappointed him to the important “em-
plovment®of corrector of their press, with a
_ weekly allowanee of ten shillings. * They also
- kindly permitted hwn to attend sonm of the
clisses of the University, an indulgence he
appears to have turnad to very good account.

In the yegr 1757, the Exdinburgh Philesophical
Soeciety offered a4 priwe for the most accurate



WILLIAAM SMELLIE. ]!_!

edition of a Latin clagsic; on which nng.slou,
Mr Smellic, in the name of lis mastors, u;.,
a competitor, and produeed an editiof of Tore
in_duodecimg, the whole®of whicl he et ap and
corrected himselfhnd for whiclf e prize wis awar-
ded to Lis masters, as the work was published under
their nnmes.  The miedal is uimh of, nhd & con-
siderable size., On @ne side the word ‘rlhirf\'rl
is surrounded by a wraagh ofs laureld; on the
other side are these words :
L] o . i L
THE EDINDURGH SOCIETY, ¢ L]
TO MESSRS NAMILTON, BALFOUM AXP NEIL,
PRINTENS 1N ED[NRURGI,

FoR T|||:1:L E.E‘H'TIG‘- ot 'ﬂ'm NG

o
M, pec, :,vu s

- L]

This work was pnl.:l'tstmrf in 1753, and isgnen-
tioned by Harwood and Dibdin, in their writings
on Classical B’lblm"gﬂilll\‘ o an  immaculite
edition. .

At the expiration of lLis mr]q.;r.urcs in 1758,
young Smellie entered int@ an” agrecmoent with
Mpssrs Murmy;mi Coelirane, 'I'FI:-"I.IIIEI'H- in Edin-
I:ur-'h who were proprictors of the Scote Maga-
zine,"as eorrector, to colleet artieles, afd make
abstracts for that periodienl ; And this ﬂ'lgngemul:r.
eontivticdetill 1765.  During the whole of this
time Mr Smellie diligently attended the lectures off
the University; and appears te have had sbimne idea
of studying for the Chureh, as he went thn:u:gh
a regular series of those swcademical exercises,

L .

o

e



=20 MEMOIR OF

which are preseribed as the neeessary prepara-
tions for entering upon the study of theology ;
and, in 1766, entered intora sdciety, established
for muwiual improvement amgng the young men
attending the Colldlze, to which fiey gave the name
of the Newtoniar Society. Abount the same time
he cothméneed forming a ecllection of indigenous
plants, which he afranged info a tlortus Siceus, and
prasented’to De Mope. the professor of botany ;
he subsequently ::.umpeted: for, and gained the
honurary gold medal given-by the professor for
thé best botanical disserlation, the substance of
whick he dfterwards published in the first volume
of his Philosophy of Netural History.

His peogress ‘in the study of Botany was so
great, that"Dr” Hope, metting with an accident,
which prevented hitn-for some time from lécturing
to hi= class, selected MrSmellie a= the fittest person
to carry on the lestures to the students during
his own necessary absepee, &nd ever alter
honoured him with- his * friendship.  Various
literary scheme= appear to have foated through
his mind at different im=s; and frequent thonghts
of pursuing the study of divinity or medicine—in
the micst of which he fell in love. The follewing
letter to his friend, the late Rev. Dr Chartérs of
Wiltan, Roxburghshire, will explain his views at
this time. —

e N
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Mer qu.u.n to the Rew, Ih}.Lh‘UII’.ni.
e i -‘{'
. \\ N7bg..

"o Dean Sig,—= lu study pliysic to the IEIEIIE:I:I,
's.- I would wish, is perfectly impracticable.

A penury of preciols met: al ‘_i indeed the prin-
nt[:-:-l cause of, s ifapracticabllity. I forperly
expressed my di fliculticg ps o divinify., Ware
1 to prosceute that study, 1 could not with a
clear conseience declare, as” I am told eévery
minister at his ordination is obligpd to do, that
my sole motive for assuming the siforeds olfice
was purely to advance the glory of Gop, and to
promote the diernal ipterests uF-mnukws] How
amiable the principle! But,eakis ! “the Lighest
stretedl of vanity, aned the mist enthusiastic self-
approbation, will never be able to maks me
dream that [ am possessed of such a God-like
heart. The eonverse of this idea is shocking #nd
nauscous ; therefore *let we speedily banish it
Besides, bating all seruples of ;I- is nature, sup-
posing 1 had got a churge, rua.-j Pictet, com-
menced pru'u.hcr,, held forth i, 2l the pulpits in
I"l]uhur-‘rh and ten miles rountls at laskshut up
in a"country cloister with L.G0 or L."H} a-year,
excluded from all rational *converse with, man-
kind *— lemean the ingeviows part of the species
—afraid to speak my genuine sentiments of men
and things, wud, to crown wll, perhaps hated by
nineetenths of the parish—I put the cpse go your-
self, — What snt:slhetiun,. what ple what

“kec - ;@:@\

1,'.(.'1

,/



aa MEMOIR OF

society. what mighty profit, can such an employ-
ment afford to a mamol my kidney 7 Even sup-
posing I hai the good fortune fo be admired by
soine — but the supposition is indeed extremely
absurd ; for however elegant th compuosition, yet
cloeution—0 soyereign  elocution ! thou canst
ueverdow frem Syeriie’s awkward tongue. By
consulting my own imagiation, I learn that
I kave a passion -for pavelty, and for straining
things to their utmost pitch,—a very dangerous
anikvery unpopuldr tum for= elergyman !

ve [ shall now inform you of an affair which will
surprise 2on wmore than if I had turned a wor-
shipper of Manosmer.. Nature has deemed me
to be n_\'j,pl:uf*h#tr for some years past. DMany
eypedients nuave: biried to*overcome the passion ;
vain ol unsuccesstul, howereg, every attémpt of
this kind has Leen. Neither bouks, conversation,
or philosophy, have been able to eradieate the
deep-rooted affeetion. What is ill more singu-
lar, the flame had seized Doth our hearts long
helore either of s were aware of or suspected the
seeret eause, whith Hroibly determined us to be
no where so easx.as in the simple soeiety of two.
1 have coolly and deliberately, and warmly and
passionately, alternis viclbus, considered what was
muost proper to be done. To give sp all corres-
pondence would have hurt me extramelf; but
I have every reason to believe, it would have
proved fatal to & fenale who is constitutionally
constapt in affeetion, and whose mind is sensibi-
lity itself.. I often resolved, and as often tried tw
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forsake her; aml bad geveral times, alnost di-
verted the natural bias of my heart. But, when
I beheld the very®eanse of my pain, Rortured bo-
vond expression, unless fiint or adamant Imi bifen
the principal mr“rm]n:-uta ol my rump:mlmu,
I must |||1".t1hh|_1,.r have dissolved, retracted my
former remiutinu, ':;Lull ﬂ"‘!’i““cilt ney form:-r
passion. €

« The result of all thig is, that in a fow (ﬁt}ﬁ 1
shall perhaps be personally acquainted with the
vight-worshipful Hases.  LEike the conenon
lierd of younkers, you will, no doubt, pronounce
this a mad and distracted resolution. *Put,pause
a moment, and listen tothe, 'Iullm'.mg thoughts,
Old Reckic* fave" me bll‘ﬂlt and’in ({]ll Iteekic
have 1 Inml tlicse twes aty-thres year§ afld some
more.-* Most of my, blood, felations have 'Iung
been in their grgves. Hvﬁ don’t-know what nor
how, I have gained several friends and well-
wishers, bestdes a Iulemhle competency of gaod
acquaintances, in the %aid Dld Reekie. 1 might
probably have lived as long, and perhaps much
longer, in a different quarter al'l.llc glube, belore
I could have 'l:-r_-i,n go well knﬂ_ﬁu, or have met
withe such fricndly reception from a,strange
preoffle.  Here, therefore, moveyless snd rieh-
relationless, =1 have a better chanee than any
where clse ; unless you plepd that some 'iuck}r
fortune is always ready to drop into a traveller's
pocket. ]lut-in the colnmog run of adventurcs,

* A customary quaing name for the olit pyrt of the ety
of Edinburgh,
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might not sowe horrible misfortune have as pro-
laml!. gravitated towards my head, and struck
we to the geound. Moreover, The girl is far from
beflng n my situation. *She |{115 many good rela-
tions, to whom -I'4ave been ihtrodueed, and by
whom I am not only well received, but loved
and caressed. And over alud above, she has o
budiness whieh,® withbut uny® chance of loss,
Lrinks is between twenty and thirty pounds
ytarly. This, added to my present pittance of
L.42, will not confe fae shost of a country par-
sonage.  Wonder not when I tell you, that the
love of virtue-is a strong stimulus to matrimony.
I need scarcely mention hosw hard it is for a
young man livi nz smﬂh ina roomio be virtnous :
having ™o tpue e prick Ifin home but affection
for '|:.1un]>_5 and litovary spgeulation, be % con-
standy draggod alon® by his thoughtless com-
]:ﬂ.niﬁm, ﬂlldl‘ilil no Jess thoughtless self;, to foolish,
amd fru]uenth* to sinful irregudarities. Every
other cvening he'is ublrgea Lo crn.ul to hiz bed
with his body steaming with liquor, or his mind
dissipated by nfnsemsical conversation. It has
been a fre f|uent"l-r,;al: of mine to be in a situation
which would ﬂﬂ,glhiu me to banish fools and SyCo-
phiants &oin my dwelling-place ; to be "often
serious,"and seldomeagiddy, Experence teaches
me, owever, that myy wish can pever be gtified
s0 long as I dine in a tavern, live in a hired room,
fe. A society, copsistifiz of a very few mem-
bers, has :ﬂ“-'nh the best chancé of being sober
and virtoous. ® A crpwd, for what reason I at

- =

=
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present kuow naot, H 'llJn.w_-.t cmnlm:mr imphms.
I think an essay ofi this tubject would be an
excellent lunarian™ number, o

“1 could wrge many®other motives for the
alteration about t§ take placedn my way of life.
I could even shiew, by mathematical demonstra-
tion, thit to aet uihf.-ru ise t.n.uh! e kighly
eriminal ; nay, ev n :l"rulmctuu -:p:,-r:ms af n;l;n_'l-
lion against the great Llc:lﬂ of nature; Wat this, I
decline, as my letter is .llh:mly too voluminous,
Thus have I, withowt reserve,”opened my nsind
to ofie whom I may call my friend._ 1 need ot
add, that it would be highly |m|lmpcr'glla.l this
letter should be shown ; lwr not a single compa-

rion but yourstlf kiows any’ thing of the matter.
If you write 1he not 'Inry fully by first" post, 1
shall, &5 the saying js, he afn much gut witls
¥ou. .

“If you are lu stay in Edinburgh this summcrr,
and i I have a house of my own, as the fols
say, it would add hre.!ll} tg my imppumsa i you
woulidl make one in our little sgeiety. LEvery
thing shall be made as agreeabld i“e you as pbs-
sible, and we n}ml‘t frequently, frack about the
Maneof the Moon, &e.  So keen, am 1 alout the
lanafian scheme, that I believe, thowgh you
should entirely desert me, as Heaven 'nw_:‘rt, I
shall due dme or other attempt the execution of
it alone. Yours, &e.

! . e WyLiam SueLLie”

* Lomarian, an allusion tenn intended pulﬂs.:u.l.inn to be
entitled — The Ain of the Moo,
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{rappenes he shortly affer married, as we find him
immediately after sptaking OF Mrs Smellic.®  Iler
name was Jean Robertsom, dadghter of Mr Jolin
Hobertson, an army agent in_Lumiun. The lady,
however, had no Sortune 3 and® thus, with all the
inexperience of, youth, did this young conple
brave ths stern realities oflife, he [J-vmﬂ twenty-
thtee, and his wife oniy serenlien years of age,

By tfs marsiage_ Mr Smellie had thirteen
children—six sons and .»'.m:un daughters, of whom
foirs sons pnd fou? dovahters survived him. Mre
Alexander Smellie, his second born, but &dest
surviring® som, is married, and has a family.
He carries on his father’s prafession of a printer.
His eldest ddughter, Ilebecea, married the late
Mr Gébrge Watson, an @minent portrait painter,
who was the firsl.president of the Seottish
Academy. Ske died"May 5, 1839, leaving seve-
ral children, one of whom, Mr Willlam Smellie
Veatson, inherits his father’s talemts as an artist,
and his grandfather’s. tasté for Natural History,
which he eultwatea mth great ardour and enthu-
sidsm, :

Finding his {-,_mnIumﬂntF, as ecorrector of the
press, madequate to his incrensing wants-as a
married-nan,"on the 25th of March, 1765, Mr
Smellie commenced Lusiness in partnership with
Mr William Auld, who had becn a fellaw dppren-
tice with him, as master printers, on which ocen-
gion Dr Hope, and Dr James Robertson, the

* She was foll consin of ‘the present Mrs Oswald of
Dunpjkier, -

&\

*
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professor of Griental lapgunges in the Univer-
sity of Edichurgh, assisted@him with the peeu-
niry means for esfablisbing himself. *2Mr Robert
Auld, a writer in Edinbargh, was also a=mefn-
ber of this firm, Dut after two years withdrew
his name ;5 amd Mre John Balfour, of the firm of
Hamilton, Balfour, dygd Nuii,‘ witle whomm Mr
Smellie had served hie app?‘tnticf'ﬁhip, wiis udmil-
ted in his stead.  This new, popartnfry com-
menced December 23, 1766, and existed til)
Movember, 1771, when Mr Aldld retiged, avd a
new " arrangement was  then enteped into by
Messrs Balfoour and Smellie.  Absut 1}:33 Jdime,
Dr Rawmsay, the lirofessgr of Natural History,
died, and the friends of Mr Smallic applied in
his favour for’ the vdcant chairg bt E‘I‘lﬂlﬂ-ll_l
sunecess! It wns giten to.Pr Walker, whose
political interest, was greftest. «Mr Smegllie's
knowledge of medicine had brought him acquain-
ted with the eclebrated Dr Bughan, to whom he
rendered considerablefassisiance in the eomposi-
tion of that popular waork, the Domestie Medicing,
which was first published,inel 770. x Y
Ever active and indefatigable, he, at this time,
entersd into an cugagement wigh Messrs Bell
and “N'Farquhiar for  compiling * and eentively
conducting @ Dictionary of eArts and Seiences,
the retultof which was the first edition of the
Eneyelopedia Britannien, in three volumes, which
appéared in rumbers.  “He was again applied to
by the proprictors to.superintend the second
edition of that work in 1776, but fie declined, on

*
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the grougd of it beipz intended lo iuclude
biographical articlés to the work, which Mr
Smellie comsidered inconsistefit with its title as
a Diationary of Arts=and Seiences. This plan
was, however, adepted, and tih edition extended
to ten volumes. \

He then engaged, in 1773, in conjunction with
the colebrated *Dr Gilbedt Stugrt, in o now
mponithly= periodieal work, ealled the Edinburgh
Magazine and Review, which was commenced in
Oatober that yeir. JThis~work was conducted
with very considerable talent, but with so much
irritgbility of semper and personal abuse, that it was
found m.;cessn.ry to give it upsaficer having reached
furty-seven niunbers, in August, 1776, There is
no dodbt thatethe principnl blame of these defects
rested with Dr Seugrt, byt we fear M Smellie
cangot be entirely acquitted of some share in them.
The fullowing reviews were written by Mr Smellie.

1. Kames's Sketehes of the History of Man,
Art. 1L - :

"2, A smgll part®of- Lord AMonboddo on the
Origin and Progress of Language.-

i RBevelation, the most effectual means of
eiviliziiz and reforming mankind ; a sermaon, by
Hni:crl'fftmy. D. D, 1775 -

4. Worthington’s Scripture Theary "of the
Earth, 1774 ’ &

5. The Druids'-Monument, a“tribute to the
memory of Dr Goldsmidh, by the Author of the
Cave of Morar, 1774
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2 . Considerations on the ru:ul-u..-'lnlh-'!-lﬂmf'm-.
’"“‘ ture, 1774,
7. Duffon's Natural qutur'l.-', in Frefich, 1774
8. Goldsmith's History of thu_ Earth and: ‘.m-
mated Nature, 1775,
9. Pringle's Discourse on tiu‘: Jorpedo, 17735,
10. Hamilton's ﬂhu,r'. utlnnshml Moufit Vesu-

vius, 1775, X F

11. Essays on Agrieyltures oby a I‘nrnmq
1775,

12, Dr Hardy's Sermor before the, Commis-
sioner, 1775. »

- "

13, Jenkinson's Botany, 1775. =+ %2 " a

14 H::rr!'s‘s Plilosophieal Armwﬂnnnt-s,
1775.

15. Clark on the q!ufcln'r Df Huhlus. lﬁfr

16. Jouteher on Férest, Trt_-ive. Yiin. &

17. Cockburn’s.Collection, 1775»

18, Martyn's Elements of- Nuatural l[wlnn,
15775 . L

19, Rose's Elementsof I'Intan:n 1773.

90. Iwnes on the Museles, 1775

91. Hamilton's Practice of \f‘dw.ror_-,, 1775.

And severabothers which he il not choose to
Le known. " -

- -

In 1780, the late Earl of Buchan projected a
Society ofe Antiquaries of Sgotland ; and upon
its establishiment Mr Smellic was enrolled one
of the original membérs, and was appointed
printer of their journals and transactions ; and in
the following year he wnsu:-lr.-ntm'i Lcr.'pm' and
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superintendent of the gnuseum of natural his-
tory, which it was froposed :-!muld be eollected
by the sodiety, in addifon Yo their intended
edbinet of Scottish antifjuities,  In 1782, he pub-
lished an accouni™f the instithtion and progress
of the Soeiety, which he eontinued and extended
to 17842 Is wasdhe inh'uﬁml of Mr Smellie to
lm't';; delivered a course 8F [fetyres on natural
history th this saeiety, ;, but the proposal exeited
the jealousy of Dr Walker, the professor of
nataral history i thes University, and the idea
was in consequence abandoned. The materials
weres hewoves, snh-:equenﬂ;f mmie use of in the
Philosophy of Natural Histo

Mr ‘Nmﬂllse shen Engngejd in a”general system
of natiral "histors ; but This was also abandoned
from want of ;mcuh-nn. reshurces for its publica-
tions, As exl-.lmmg a specimesn of the progress
in the study of NMatural History which he had
nade, we print a.syllabus pf this work as drawn
up by himself. it 1F

: i

n
L H[-’TDRT OF THE EARTH.
*

1. Gf its ﬁgure—-tts dimensions—Its motions
— Its eennection with the moon—Its relations to
the gther planets in*the solar system, &c.

2, OF the earth’s surface — Its divisiods into
land amd water—Iis eontinents — Islands, moun.
tains, and plains — Rivers and lakes — Seas —
General pru&uctmus, e

& Of the earlhs uhnuuphemu-[:enumi pmperﬁ
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ties of the air—Its motiaps—t Uses in the animal
nncd '-’E'I.f__"cl:ih[ir |;'II|:"1"ILJi}I1I:I— #F rain, snow, hail,
dew, water-spouts, lightaing and thunder, aurora
~nrf~'1|'=, and other uILtl.ur-—-E\nmumlmu ol Dr
Hutfon's theory of fain, &c. ¢

4. Of the interior p::lrt-t of the garth—1Its strata
— Their general positions - l]u*lr difTerbnt sub-
stanees — Their regulafities and lrre-’ulunluwh._
Their fssures, a.c:.—(]l' wines+znd minderals —-
View of Pritish strata— Natural ]]I‘-tDJ‘} of all the
metals—Of extrancous bodies found in the strafa ;
as shells, wood, bones; &e.— OF the capses of
partial derangement in strata; as "earfbrjudkes,
voleanoes, lhc operations «of water below the
surface, &e.— OF prcgmus ‘and 'ul]mr!f‘wund
stones. — Several plates® are to “illistrivte these.
suiu{_r.:ts g Y .

. OFf the diffegent theories whieli have been
farmn(l upon the preceding and other historical
lacts — Theory of Wpodward,, of Burnet, of
Whiston, of Scheutzer, 6f Duffon, of Hutlton, &e.
— A new theory of the carth — Gigneral remarks
by way of conclusion. . ®

&
L]

.
Il. OF ANIMALS IN GENERAL.

1. OF the stvucture and orgdns of animals and
vegetablts—e Their discriminatiens—Their analo-
gies in structure and organs, in growth and
!'IHIII'J.EI]'II'I'IEH[ II]"I']H‘{-I.‘.‘]‘H.II‘I:I.'I.I.HI‘I ﬂl'lli l]l‘ﬂ.l}'

2, Of the gradual progress of animals from
birth to puberty, and thence to decay.
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3. or mttlunt—"ts yarious kinds l'*mtl"‘l'i‘uul'ﬂ'tl‘ﬂ{
to be classed — lMprumpal {Jhrl"i-'i"‘ ani uses —
Human réason a necessapy result of the superior
number of instinets pdssessegd by man. 2

& 4. OF the distsibution of ahimals into classes,
orders, genera, gnd specie-t —The arrangement of
different nltlmrq., I"rum fistotle to the present
time—Their prmc:pl:--t afclasification examined
—The fechnical eysjepn—The philosophical sys-
‘tem — Reasons why the Linnman system of
arcangement is ‘obsesved dn this work, in the
ﬂuimnl*nnd regetable kingdoms,

5 History of man — Varieties of the human
species, in figure, cslour, 'lgnmu dispositions,
malllmrﬁ—Pmﬁ‘ﬂﬂe causgs of 1‘.I.1:|s difference,

. 6. Hidtorg of quadripeds. — Description —
MANDEES, fuud gd'naus andfmoral character, liabi-
tations, addres in seizing theinprey and avoiding
their enemies — Peculiar instinets, &e.

¢ Engravings tq.be given of cach known species ;
and the synonymes of mifthors to be added, with
references to dhe works of natural historians,

7. History ul' bitds, conducted in the same
manner as thal.nl'quadruped.-, with the following
excephions: As the species are exce-edmgir‘numc-
rous, #ud as many of them are so similar that
thew ean only be® distinguished Dy the aid of
illuminated plates. to give engravimgs of each

species could answer very little purpose; besides |

that, it would augment the explnse to such o
degree as totally to frustrate the intention-of this
work. Several speeies of each genus only will
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therefore be engreaven, r.thJ'_h will sufiice to give
proper ideas of the rest; especially as shart
deseriptions of the while are given. G
§- Amphibious _rnimals, as turtles, serpents,
h‘l’.‘.
. Fishes. =
ll]- Insects ; lll.-::hldlm' flics, wprms, and miero-
seopic animaleules : ,Jm:lnd by a dissectation an
the transformations of insscts.—=Caterpillars to be
engraved where figures can be had.
N.B.—These thred ¢lasfes to be tregied {)Fumt
. illustrated as already mentioned in respect to
birds. e

. [
¥ . * .

L
1. OF VEGETA%YLES 1N GEYERa®.€

1. Classification oft'rgtt.ﬂﬂ::smlinplnrmiml of
the Linnman system, with the mcessary plites,
by way of cump!e of a genus from each class,
and & species or ‘more pf cach genus, &c. i

N.B.—The t'n-‘rrnvmn's to*be exeéuted accord-
ing to a seale, which will be nlteq:l._-d with many

ﬂ-h\ ious advantages. .
e

Not: l.ll:!fﬂl.‘ll'ﬂgfd by this faitare he” next
ventured on a translation of Buffon’s Matural
History of the” Earth, and of Man and Quadru-
peds, which®he completed in "nine volumes 8vo.
with numerous notes agd ilusteations, and a
considerable numper of new observations.  This
trodirced  hing to the cofrespondense of Bulfon
and Peonant, the former of ﬂjam acknowledged

VOL. 1L
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tha mmpi-}muut of firamslation in the l’u]]m-.in;;
letier.

Le Crz, nz_-]_iurfcx foiln SuELLIE.

s+ Moskbard in Dursundy, 18th Feb. 1780,

# Sim,—Yestarduy,the I7thof Febroary, [ only
reczived your letter, which was tated at Edin-
hinrgh on the 280 of Ottober last. It was accom-
pranied with a prospectus of the translation of my
work, and an trigr;u‘ﬁ:g of the fallow deer, and
was transmitted by my friend Mr Andrew
Lumisd&n, a Scots g-.mlﬂm:u: who resides at
Paris. He ml'urmﬁl me that he knew not the
name of~ the IH'H-&!': whorhad sent this packet ;
but undertook to transmit my answer to Scotland,
which I begged of him €3 do with all possible
expddition. This Mr Lumisd®n is an intimate
friend of Mr Macgowan, who lives in Edinburgh,
and has a friendsip for ne, as likewise have Mr
Carnegie and Mr Jathes Bruce, of both whom I
have Iie:lrd th's day; and likewize of Mr Mae-
kenzie, whoia ' bad tne honour of receiving at
wy house. I wis also some time ago, a_great
correspondent of Mr Maclaurin, Mr Murdoch,
and some others of your learned ecountrymen, 1
Lave enterad into this detail to shew you, Sir,
that I am not entirely a stranger to” your illus.
trious country ; and I am exceedingly flattered
by your laving tiken the trouble of translating
my works: As my productions please yod, I am
certain that you unilerstand them fully, and that

4

| et
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“vour trapslation will be, good, and we)l rr{*r*nml

by the public. ﬁulil'phll s 50 are very well en-
graven,  Receive"my ;acknowledgmdats for the
copy you are so kind as to destine for me; but
perfmit me, at thE same time, to subscribe for
other three, which you may sepd me, unbound,
by means of Me EtLﬁ..-'n:n'-.ul. who eugkt #so to
transmit me a pair®of eAd: ims's flobes, when_the
last dizscoveries of Caphm Luuh,. are engdray en on
them. Mr Lumisden “will* transmit to Mr Mag-
gowan the price of the popies 1 ask, and ayill
likewise take the trouble of sending the bound
copy which you arc so kind as to offer* e -

1 pereeive, Siw, that, your translation is to
comprehend oy uhnt 1 havie insarted in the first
fifteen volomes in qmr‘!u, and tlueitufﬁlﬁ_rﬁr ‘ntary
volume ‘to the Historfr of Quadrupeds. To this
last volume there is to befa seepad part, ‘ghich
will be as large as the first. The plates, to the
number of severty, are actually engraven for i ;
and I intend putting it to pwess in the course of
this summer. The chiclf animals to be included
in this volume are the tagirfthe & gtluu. the nilghu,
male and female, the antelopes”several gazelles
and goats, the "musk, the lama, the viewna, the
smalland large jerboas, &e. and o conmderable
number of monkeys. Moss of these “animals
have comes to hand sinee the publication of the
other volumes; and as soon as this volume is
printed, I shall have thé honpur of sending you
the fipst copy. 1 would. cheerfully have commu-
nicated to you all my natices, if 1 had not
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intenile .l ta pulu]:sh pum.,nlj self; anid 1 have now

nothing tlee remainifig respecting quadrupeds.

“ As to fhe renquest vou hate been so good as
tomake, Sir, of dedicating your translation to e,
I accept it with gratitude ; anif, at the same tlmﬂ'
I beg you to reegive my thanks for all the marks
of esteem amd all the Eulngmms which you have
so liberally besto¥red upon Me f your prospectus.
I shall oy observe, that there are a few things
which are not sufficiently esact. For example,
your say, ¢ That 1 received all the animals
through rmnl munificence, and that all the ex-
penses qf'mv-uur!-. have been defrayed by the
king.! You may be agsuredy Sir, that the whole
was executed hy myself, and by 'l‘n_v,r own proper
mmrcm %® Ir the same fhanner, vou say, ¢ That
the Lmr' ennobled %ee, as a’mark of his fatisfie-
tion With my~work.”" Now, Sir, I assure you,
that I was formerly noble, as well as my ances-
toms ; and that the king only added a higher title
when he erected my estated into an earldom.

® Sinee you are =0 much oceupied, Sir, with my
works, it is |1rn$3r te inform you that, indepen-
dent of the sixteen quarto volumnes with which
vou are acquainted, and of the volume upon
quadrupzds I am about to print, [ have composed
the Natural History of Birds in sine volumes
quarto, =ix of which are publisheds sl the
seventh is in the press; and that, Leside the
comman  eopperplates which ares inserted” in
these volumes, [ have,. during’ twenty zears,
caused illuminated plates to be made in folio,

"

A



WILLIAM SMELLIE. a7

which give a perfect represintation of the birds
in their patural colours, “These plates are at
least as pood as those of Mr Edw ards, and they
are a thousand in :ml.nhﬂ It is the most ‘veauti-
ful work of the kind everr exhibited to the
public.

“ In 17738 and 1.rf4 1 |1uw..|-shfd‘ tvo I]tnrtu
volumes, under, thé tilfie of » "'up]lk'nu uts seryving
as Introduction to the Hisfury af Mintrals,” «an
which subject I am now I'1Imurm-' And in
1777, 1 published a*quario volume s a supiple-
ment to the Natural History of Maw,  Einally? 1
published in 1778, a fifth voluihe fir qaarto,
which is one of thesmost unportant of the whole
work, and is enfitled, LOF the Eyrochs ﬂﬂhdtur{-.
If you wish it, 1 -h..|ll |ﬁ‘u1|.-tll. vouSwith a copy of
this. Dut it is vexd IS tl‘fIl wir showd inter-
rupt the communication between=en of It ters.
I much regret the loss sustained by the prema-
ture death of your illystrious mavigator, Captain
Cook. Yoo will see,” Sir,» when you read my
Epochs of Nature, that 1 have mate mueh use of
his diseoveries in the sonthérn hiynisphere,

SAF you do me the honour ofswriting to me, |
beg rou will inform me whether Dre Plorsley
has publizhed his new edition of NewtonS works.
I submeribed fur o copy of tiis work, for which
I paid®l2e=livres to Lord Stormoni’s Secretary,
when he vas ambassadop in France.  He is one
of your most accomplisheds countrymen, and
shewed me every mark of eivility. | I-shall ever
respect both bis merit and®his person. I most
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carncstly deg of 1.3;1 éo remember me to Mr
Carnegie, whom wehad the pleasure of enjoying
in Hurunnﬁ\ for twelve months ;: and he lelt me
,-md cvory person who' Ltlﬂ'l-'l‘ him, to regret his

feparture.  He - doos not live at Edinburgh, but
;'.t Kinnaird, which is dismnt from it, | believe,
abouf 15 or 20 ].E“I."Tlll'."i I have learnt, with
mhylm satisfaetion, tlmt 1'ﬂouﬂh e voung man, he
'*iq'rri-ﬂmlfs the bsesghgof his county in Parliament.

“ Receive, ’Srr, the assurances of the respeetful
esttem apd gratitudes with which I have the
hbnour to be, &e.

o R “ Tue Couxt pE Burrox®
™ &

Durm.., '!.he* pubhmtmu, of the translation of
Hnﬂ'nn, MF Shicltie’s parthership with Mr Balfour
was dissalved, nmﬁ!t- eatedd into a new ongage-
ment with ’*El*‘q'.'rwch in 1783=

His prineipal original work, which he entitled
tke Philosophy of ? \Fatuml.Histoh. was published
in quarto in 1790, Fer thid first volume hereceived

m- thousand E,umu.'u. It is divided into twenty-
two chaptera: ponsitting of a series of essays on
varipus topies irsthe general ecgnomy of animal
bodics=chiefly, @xeepting one chapter devoled to
a eritidll examination of the hypothesis of the
sexyal system of Vegetables, '

- L]

Cuar. 1. Is an essay on the distinguishing

characters of animals, plants, and minerals,

-

2. Giivgs a view ofcthe organs and general

structiure of animalsebeginning with man.

N

A
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3. On the respiration of afimals,

4. On the mutlﬂil!- of anim.ils.

3. On iostinet. L] L

fiy On the senses of Em'i-llmg, tasting, hearings,
touch, and sight.

7. On the infancy of ﬂlum:ﬂ&- 3

8. On food. i = PR

9. On the seyes of doimals.

10. On puberty in different animals ; ls sy mp-
toms and effects.

11. OF love; sexwal infercolirse, angd parestal

[
L

affections. - .
12. OF the trapsformations which vackous.ani-
mals undergo. . -

13. OF the" ‘Farlnuc hgbitgticns of different
animals, as nceummm!.at’i.‘}d to the'r seveal Exigen-
cies. k ef

14. OF the hostilites of° the several kmg,]s uf
animals, and the advantages. derived from this
seemingly destrnietive institutiqn of nature.  »

15. OF the artifices employed by animals in
catching their prey, and in e&cn{:-mh their erie-
mics. .

16. Of the agsociation of |1.|:||.rr||:1'l:=+

17: OF the docility of animals; their improve-
ment by eolture or eduecation, and lbn: eifects
produced by*domestication, =

18.° Ofethe character and, dizposition of ani-
mals.

i, OF the®principle “of imitation in animale.

20 OF the migratiors ol various animals,

21. OF the longevity and death of animals.
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22, Ofthe progwpssiye scale of animals, rising

through many gradftions from those most imper-"

fectly orgdnized to man.s

The second velume was fﬂ'nbtisi:ﬂ] by his’son,
the present Mr Alexander Smellie, in 1799, four
years afber Lis I'.n.lhcrs degth. It comprises nine
chapters, and bad bedn cmirely completed, ready
Fprﬂlepm o :

Laar. 1. Gives a goneige view of the utility
of method or arrangement in every department
of sgiefjee, and points out methodical arrange-
ment into tribes and families, or what are usually
called orders_and ° genera, * as being evidently
found&i™ia natuge, both M the animal and veget-
abie kingdoms. «To ﬂu;p he has appended a
concise, historieal, and’ characteristic account of
the writings and arrangements of the principal
apcient and nlo-rlern naturalists, beginning with
Aristotle and en:tmg withsPennant.

2, On the multiplication and construction of
the species; aiid thetheories of various authors,
ancient and l:.i\;ﬂeru, are explmned and ecom-

mented on. .
3. OF mu'!es, or the anomalons productidns of
nature. -

4. Of the vn.nctms of man in differgnt regions
of the globe ; and of the varieties in manners and
customs, religion, war, ” agricultere, marriages,
burials, government, arts, mandfuctures, &e. of
the different nations pf the world.
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5. On dreaming and spmn&mbuolism.,

a. On hgtmrrntmu. or the torpid state tu which
some animals are redoead during wintfr,

7. On the language of Beasts. .

A7 Miscellaneous® remarks or the comparative
pleasures and sufferings of animals.

9. On poisonous 1I5=u11u.|5. w Jﬂt ane aceount nf
hydrophobia, o

Mr Smellie thus “”"El"ﬂ‘-}’ the,work, -2 4

“1 have now fimshed my original plan, with
what suecess I know got. I shill only say, what
cvery intelligent reader will easily pereeive, thet
my labours have been great. l!n.l'um-I beran
the work, had I keown the numerous authors
which it was necessiry to pdruse, gnd nuusult 1
should probably’ have sheunk back, ende i fiun up
the attempt as imprieticablge especially for a
man so early engaged in the®busingss of lif, Land
the eares resulting from a family of no less than
thirteen children, ten cn" whom are still in life. »

“ In the first and Sse copd vuiumus 1 have
endeavoured to unfold the general as well as
distinetive properties of the enge mhlr and animfl
kingdoms. Oecessionally I hmqﬁlmm mores I
have spmetimes ﬁnuu prey full charnetess béah
of th& figure, dispositions, and maneers of
animals. In shese descriptive diseursions man
has not bgen neglected,  Being the principal
animal in this planet, he of course deserved
parti¢ulae attertion, and it hasgnot been withheld.
The warieties of the human species in every
region of the globe, have obeen collected and

o
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N racter, as o husband and Pafent, is représented
_ Fow have beep Peeuliar]y estimable,
Like many oheh learneg men, M Smellies
& L] ® 3
sionally  bapy misrtpresented hy well meaning
apinions jy regard ¢h religioys dostriness and
forms, on wihioen ANy 2ood and wise men have
]
=
‘
|
L3

opinions jp religion apg j:hii-::»mphy have sopej.
but somewhag narrow-mipdag People. Iy faet,
"

disputed almost wipy, fanegur, agy seldom in Ihf;-
spirit of charity, ape Manifest to g ; but e
ﬁ:HmrE:;,:; pious sentisment, witf which he cen-
cludes his fipgy volume of ghe l‘bilnsqphy of
Natural History, e think ought ntg ta e
Oftiilbed . =
It Let stax 2 m?#ef.rm’. 'J_ffr'.-»-\;m:.-‘ma m the
unitersal geals o Nathre t5 fired ) ﬁ'fsm_m.
Let him t‘ﬂﬂﬁ'ﬂ:ﬂ!’:‘rfﬂ';'ﬂ)d_ adfifre the uprks of
fife Crearon gt him N/ Wp fois ranh Juith
lignity, and Consiider every partial epil a5 g
STHSE a1 ay cffcct of gepieral goog, a

His works haye been fog hany vears extglled
hoth by domestie a4 foreign authors ; ang
latter]y by Lords Broughane and Althorp, Mius
Edgeworth, ge. % i

The following Picture of Mr Smejlio % from
the peén of Burns, in o letter, accompanizd wiy),
i present of acheese, to the Iste Mr Petor kLl

-

- '3
“Dear Sip,_1 know that You are no niggapg
of your Eood* things aiongr, your friends, gane
some of them ara much jn peed ol g slice. There
«.in my oye is gpp friend Smellie; 5 man  posi.

-

. e
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lm.l\' ut the first dhilitdes and greatest ﬁlru_ugtlu
of mind, as well a¥ one of tlm- best hearts and -
Lkeenest wiis that I have ever met with. When you
sle bém, os alos! he 8o is smarting at the pinch
of distressful ciruuu\smucq_g.,"‘- ggravated 'I,:J Ilm
snoeer of runtu]_m-imu: greatness ! a bit of
cheese slone will not eure him ; but if you n.dd i
|r|'n'L—|.nl of bro®n stu::‘ut, and ﬁupen{!:l a magnum
of rlght@purtm vou will see his sorrows vanish
like the morning mist before the summer sun. 1
am, &e. R

- |

® “ RoverT Bunxs."”

s
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.

For to me it appears, fliat, of all épferior credtures, Heay® sgems 43

have intended birds as the most cheerful associates of manj to watha

amd exhilarate him in bis labour by thelr yofiied melody § tg prevent

the increass of thode superiamenary LaCaf%f insccts which wonki hﬂh
comsume the products of b6 industry.

Avex, Wilsox.

- o -

L
Otkers more porpestsdy Apparcilid, dwelt
Among tho woods, on bature’s dainiies fending,
Herba, soeds, and roots | or, eveg on b wing, .
Pursiting nsects {hrough the Tsundles gir =
In hollow trees or thickeds there eoneesd
Thelr nquuuf, woven hesta, where lay -
WThelr cadlme ofepring.
O these, & fow, witl melody antanght.
Turnd all the air to musle within hearing,
TRemseges uuICen, »

Ix our former volume “we detailed, so far as
our limjts would permit, the history and habits
of the order of birds which. has, by cominon
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' consent, heen phu.{'tl a* the beginming of the class ]..-1,

Aves, nn-l following out our plan, we propose te’
devote this present volonie to that which has, in
like wmanner, been placed second, or next Lo it.
The Jncessorisl order of birds is by far the
most important in the whole ecirele or chain,
wheihes viowed in n.sn:e*:hﬁc light, or taken in
relation to its economy” in’ the great plgn of
sature. In extert it ig the most numerous, nearly
equ::llml' the numbers of all the others collec-
titely ; consequently may be expected to contain
an almost endless variety of forms, and modifica-
tioz of struciure ; and thus it has been considered
the typical order, or that in whieh the greatest
united verfection of all the properties of a bird
wepe combifed. As the name Jmlmntes, the
power of grasping and of | Derching, is a prominent
feature in their form; all poesess the hallux; or
hind toe, but in-none are the claws retractile, as
among the members of the firmer order. The
habitual residence = the greater proportion is in
the woods or_thickets ; and the powers of flight
are in all_perfeel, 2nd in many very highly
developed. Their food is nearly as varied as
their strycture 5 but this is never seizedt by the
© feet, wor, with a very few exceptions, is the
devouring of it" assisted by these members,
While the Bill wants the form of a “3o0th,” whiel
characterizes the typical raptores, and in those
which here represent them by their partialiy
predatorial habits, it is modified by theappear-
ance which we expresa by the term “ potehed.”

TR~ % . R
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The great majority of the or fer are of ;compara-
tively small size.

Amidst this number*of beings to fio charae-
terized, there has been ‘nnguestionably fouch
llLﬂltllH\, and contiderable o fferenee in the
opinions of our sy Flem:!.l.tsts The most of whom
liave considered what ‘are phn-;l as the fubidrdi-
nate divisions by the fatest writérs in a higher
place, and bave thus madg theis sy sums‘tu con-
sist of a muoch greater number of primary divi-
sions, although, when #he whole %as antilyzed, fhe
diserepancies consisted more in the comparativé
value of the different parts, than in the peints or
boundaries  within which .each was contained.
In the Systema® I\‘tillr:l.*, the' orders are, !'n: in
number, and correspond nearly with* tlluse at
present advoeated, th? piea rfind passeres only
being thrown toggther in the groupwe have pow
under consideration. In the R<gne Animal, the
orders are also six, the incesspres of modern®
Lieing there still divided; thosgh the separation is
differently effected, the scansores {E”m['““*"‘)
being kept by themseclves. By i“lgl‘r we have
spven orders pmpﬂsod Dnmluncwnjy the division
of the 'gnll1turc-=. as well as the incessores. anid
in most of the systems where the nunfber of ©
primary divisions run betweers five and seven, or
viglt, it*wilkhe seen to be cansed by the splitting
of these two orders. 'W!lcll they extend beyond
that number, as in the svstem of Temminek,
composed of sixtéen orders, and of others having
even more; we have only a still farther separation

-
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of those, narticnlar h. the last, and see ctrnsulm'e:! ﬂ,.a
as of hig 'Iu rank those portions which have more
Iml-. beeh placed in a subordivate value.

" Inthe systems of Vigors and Swainson, hased
on the prigeiples laid :tumhn Mr Macleay, we
have for this .order the primary divisions of
Cuvter's “}mm&rﬂ ndu]-!vtl. including also his
thigd order * grimpeurs,” but by both with a r
! cansiderable ve=iatian, in the distribution of the
genera.  This, indeed, is the chief point of diffe-
refice between uu‘l' twa follawers of Macleay ; for
while they agree in the value of the order, and in
its orimdry divisions, they differ widely in what
should eonstitute the types of the families and
sub-families, and in the station which the genera
should hild in regard 10 each other; but the
system- of the la¥s named ornithologist having
been adopted. with slight daviations, as the
arrangement of the present volumes, we subjoin
2 table of the leading divisiohs of the inces-

sores, which, on consparisbn, will at once exhibit i
the differenees which exist between them,
[

&
-

s = INCESSORES.

a
.

TDENTIRGSTRES, 1
s
£ Npfecedss, Ampela e AMusiezpidar, .-"".
Bn-rhrh'\-d.r.-r SSaialing. Lelotrichane. GQueraline. ol
i ll-ﬂlhl.‘!’ ® 5 Ll e, Vel Fasriznm, zg
- 'l-.n-ur'.;- FLia, 7 v, @ lewglacillnm, Fliyvitshne,
1wu|\-lll-;'hlhuu LLUGCaNT o & Yamaraynoe l
Linm, ram. Euryininns, ' :
-
-mhhmtuummmmmn i
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1 i
CUEIROETRES

F
Carrile. Kiupivil=

Fyngitide.  Mu

sCorvinm,  ®itarm'rs.,
slgrruibne, Lamypes ternice
s

vihiauside. |
.,

BT AFSONES,
T N

. Moy mptidor. Falttaeilar, ® 1N r_,; II-L|r.Il|.‘|f. Curinsdsg

Marrecirloe, B %dame,  aCphlane.  sCuculing
: A i Bipssines. Ansbagios. -

et
s W }'1.1E iy
Plaiyeeriies, Daphageme. -  Ihdionbrioes

fovmiostm, * -
"

Mellphapide, Cpomnding, Trodldide, &fremer r_p-o.l'r .I:l.r.mu.- A
SR Frmmlid Bl meowrlalpeel,
"4 alngle Celiladi feri rproants e Proeneedfpides. ® =

LR SRy SN

o Merepidar. % alopnibir, = Thagmmile, & Caprimnlgiie. 8 Mirundinide
Bk Farmidiod WL sscerialiod 1 & -
. -

Viewing this imporiant, oréidr as n park of the
great plan of natgre, and as " connzeted with she
lienefits-and injuries done to the productions used
Ly man, the influénee of its members on his feel®
ings and enjoyments, And their cffeets on the
seenery of their various :mtwe couniries, we shall
find them still more |11l.cr0511ng Tl desire l'ur
food, and the mgnner of searcling for it, are
nearly the primary causes of all the benefits or
uuurlns received from birds,  In this orde? some
feed entively oly grains and selds, others on the
Luds and temder shoots of ]-.Innt-s and trees, others
i various fruits and berries, and some again, on
all these substatiees indiscrimimately,  Wherever
any production is cultivated extensively,consider-
able ravages mny be fﬁmmillc"{ at some period of

: : 5
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its grewsh by a fortion of the incessores: our .(""a, 3

grains may be st rlp;‘lm‘l off when just ripe, or torn
up when |1Lwlw. springing from the ground ; the
shoots of our young trees and the buds of the
orchard may bw bruised, and our choicest fruits
may be plundired, or rendered uscless. These
injuries, however, may bi generally prevented by
soene attention at the proper seasons, when the
epecies are so AGmegcas ns to become annoying ;
and in a cnuntr:.- where cultivation is not exten-
sively practised, the faducement to flock towards
large gnd ortificial stores of favourite food does
noe extst, afd the proportion of the produce to
that of the consumers is naturally kept up. But
even inghose districts where inattention on the part
of the proprietor would soon permit considerable
loss, wa have abuhtand eoﬁlpensnt'mn in the num-
bews of insectd und their larvee, which are consumed
during the season of incubation by the very birds
Swhich are at othér times most hartful to his erops.
There is not a vegetable pmdﬁutiun which we
cultivate, from. the strongest forest tree to the
most tendes garden flower, that is not lable to
the attacks of snultitudes of insects, and hl}mugh
_tiny in their form and weapons, and insidious in
" their mode of attack, the consequences are not
less severe and fital. The du;:mdalmn;. which
they have been known to eommit, ard many thous

=and times greater and, more extended thun the
worst attacks of #he feathered. ereation, and we
cannot loek upon this lirge group of birdd, all of
them wholly or p:l.]'ﬁnlly insectivorous, otherwize

¥
P
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. than as the natural checks intfrposed by Divine
#’rovidence upon a race of creaturcs uluch. in
their own places, also lend efficient aid ngm:mt
other classes of depredators. b
As artieles of food, the members of the inces-
sorial order are either, many of them, too diminu-
tive, and in other respests, such, as flavour, &e.
unpalatable, at least to” the British taste ; and
although in some countries, as Italy and Franee,
neither their utility, beauty of plumage, nor melody
of voice, saves them fromsthe appetite of the
epicure, still, among the many important services
which they afford to man, that of administerizg
to his supply of food can seazeely be enumerated.
Among our enjby ment:} out ol' cemors, pgrhaps
those which we derive from the incessores are not
the least or most insignit.canf. El'hr walks are ever
cheercd by their lu'i:»h notes or song, and it js
only those who have wandered through the lonely
forest, and experienced the gloomsvhich prevails,
when not a motion is seeh, ora noise heard, save
the trembling leaf or the sighing of the blast, that
can appreciate the effects of-th® mlﬁe# and most
monotonous notes of its tenants. hat a change
i the character of our woods and. ornamental
groves docs even the accession of our sufimer
birds of passage oceasion. In “winter the land-
seape is Mledeup by flocks of various creatures, all
active in looking for subsistence, or assembling
together for warnfth ; but with the return of spring,
and the freshness of vegetation, we have.also the
bustle and activity of ineubationt—voices that have
- -
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been for - season vhhezrd, coming to the ear as
the grecting of an old aequaintanee, and the notes’™”"
of love, warbled in the sitaplest strains, or poured
forth’in deep and full-toned cadence.

While thus the imprisond leaves and waking dowers
Perst “rone their tombs, the pirds that lurk’d unseen
Amid the hybenul shade, it busy tribes

Pour their forgotten multitudes, ano catch

Now Jife, new raptur:, Jrom the smile of spring.
The pak’s dark eanopy, the mogs-grown thorns,
Flutter with hurried p*iionsy and resound

With notes that suit o forest.

These remarks may be.considered referable
more particularly to the intessores of Britain or
of Effrope. «\Were we to extend our observations
to the inhabitants of othed continents, we should
euter o field much ‘more varied in the manner in
which the allotted offices were performed, and we
sihould fnd them no less suitably adapted to the
very different eirenmstanees of each. They wounld «
b, however, mostly inapplicable here, and we
Shall proceed Yo the consideration of the British
izmilics, endeavouring, as we go along, to point
ont whatever may be useful or interesting in the
eeoneny of cach. s

L] "

:
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Tue first of the "ﬂ.‘nl tribes lum which the
ineessorial hirds are separated, £ e Deatirostres.
exhibits a eontinuation of 'I:llE nutcl]cd or toothed
form of bill, which, under its;varidus modificatioss,
i5s more or less adapted for seizing and lacerating
a living and resisting prey.  This io particularly
marked inthe * - ) 3

w : :

LANIAD.E, =

: ¥ 3

all the sub-families of which are raptorial, foed
entirely on living prey scized by their own
exertions, and typify, as it werg, the noble ane
ignoble forms of the trut rapacious birds. When
passing from one great order of birds to another,
we would naturally expecs t& find some on each
side, to a certain extent, mm‘:l‘.;tmg in their
form n.nd habits ; and thus, among the sub-amily
Laniane or Shrikes, of which the Britisle fanbi
possesses only three representatives confined to
one genlis, we perceive the lesser size and weaker
form of the incessorial c:rder, combined with a
lacerating and toothed structiye of the bill, and
with raptorial or predaceous mannprs. ‘The
typical form, which is distribrted in nearly equal
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" proportigns in thy fapr great quarlers of the
world, but is wanting in its restricted sense te
Australia, may be thus characterized : —

Laxtus — Generie Charlicfer. — Bill  rather
short, compressed ; mandible hooked, fur-
niehed with a strong and prominent tooth ;
« wingsewith the thres first quills graduated,
third and, ﬁ"“‘iht Eguul and longest ; claws
sharp, but not formed for grasping prey. —
e Type, L. ekeubilpr. «
» Europe, Asia, Africa, North America.
Note.— Breed on trees, seize living prey, and
use a thorn or cleft branclry, as a support not
iiﬁd_'_urdefl..b}' their 1'e5:t.‘ ‘

THE GREAT OF,ASH-QOLOURED SHRIKE.

Laon I-“.: exculifor. -—-ﬂs.\'.&u 8
- & PLATE L "

Larius excubitor, Linn.—= Pie. Grieche Grise, Temm. Mon.
- &c.o— Great Srey-Linereous- Ash-coloured Shrike, or
Dutcher Bd.of Britisl Authors.

-

Twe Shrikes are generally of a size add forin
exhibiting a moderate degree of strength, and do
not shew any indfeations of raptovial disposition,
except in the steong and toothed fformi of the
bill ; and in many of the species, the centre fea-
thers of the tail deing longest, in elegance and
lightness.to their shape and figure is imparted, at
vartance with the®powerful form necessary for
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contest.  The colours of the plimage are pleasing
shades of grey,-rufous, or white, interrupied by
deeided black markings an the head, Wings, and
tail. Qur native birds are migratory, being eithes
summer or winter visitants, and indeed the great
proportion of species in other eountries, also par-
tially travel at the hmcding time, pass,. at.the
change of scasons frowma oni distant, part uf a
continent to another, or seck altogethera more
genial or otherwise suitible’climate, wherein to
spend the winter, or the seasou of incubation.
In dizposition they are solitary, seldom ﬂ.‘lll'lf'ﬂ'l'il'.lg-
in greater numbers than the amount’ ofetjic last
birood, and most frequently in pairs, or single.
They appear to délight more , jn  woodland
districts than in - wild of' extensive foras®s ¢ and
in Britain are commonly qupd about the well-
wooded i:edgcrm\s or parks df the south. ]Iu:lr
food consists of small birds, together with their
voung, small mnmmnlm, r:-ptu!cﬁ, and the larger,
insects. We are not Sure tlmt. the manner in
which the prey.is captured hias yet been noticed.®

- L]
* The indefmtiguble Wilson E.Il!i'F-.. gpendsicss of the grent
Amerienn Shrike, that he resorts to stiftagem, but at the
same tifle, that e can **at any time seize upor small
birds by mere foree of dight. 1 have seen him in #n open
field dart after one of our small sparraws with the fupidity
of an arrcey, agd kill it " almost instantly.” And ogain of
the I.agg:rhmf { L. Ludovicianus,) fnat « < it sits, for hours
togetker, on the fence, beside the stacks of rice, watching
like a eat, and ns mun as it perceives a mouse, durts on it
like n luwk.”— N, Amer. @roith. Ediz S W, LoL
ppe 77 and 344, -
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it i most prnlmT{_\.', bowever, generally effeetcd
by suddenly darting on, or wearing out, the object
af pursuil, and scizing ¥& with the bill ; for neither
are whe wings saited far o rapid pursning Dight, as
among the trne raptorial bitds, por are the feet
eapable ursc"r:i"u:' ot holding it until torn to pieces;
and. it oy be I'rn*u the clmparative weak forma-
tion of these "‘.ll'*_.‘ﬂlls thiet the ?hnhrs have been
=n.Iu1}'cJ w Ltﬂ;!}l., curmm faculfy of imitation, Ly
* which they are in a° marer able to entice within
their power thes aduft bigds, and also the young
which so readily obey the call of their parents. It
is Jo (e same cause, also, that we may refer that
instinctive propensity which has gained for them
both lhe-r Istin and English sappellations, and
fornf2 su'-h =1 Excr!]nntfsuhs:-lme or provision o
assist in the tearigy or disjointing of their food.
Ev rr\' author and "oBserver has noticed the sin-
gular manner in,which the Shrikes impale their
aFey on sone thorn, or sharp pointed branch, or
fix it in some crcﬂ._heﬁv.-'r.- commencing to devour
ity or when kept in confinement,.by thrusting it
Detween the Wires=ol the cage. From the wenk
structure of thg, feet and {-iuws. it is evident that
the Rirds could not tear their firey to pieges with-
out ssme [irnmn resistance, such as that Ghich is=
given' in the strosg and grasping feet of the fal-
cons and hawks, and nature has tanght them mc-
chanically to supply this structure in the same
way that she las instfueted the thrush td resort
to some cnnna-nmnt stqne to briak the sngil shells,
or the crow to moynt aloft with the erab or shell

* -
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i1-—*r, and smash their strong defence Ly t'ﬂhn;., on
the rocks beneath.  Le Vaillant says this proecss
of impalement is perforeed in the wildd of Soumth
Afrien, and remarks, that the spine or thorm was
always thrust throdh the head of the bird or
insect, and that the prey was not devoured at the
time of eapture, but 'ﬂlu“‘c:] tn hang .ona~the
branehes and shyubs, and was rettirned to app-
rently when the calls of hur_l-rer demandeds ® fhlr
Selby, nl#o, had the satisfaction of seeing ﬂur'
native grey Shirike impale itg vietem, alter hoverieg
aver the hedge with the bird (a hedge nccmtmr}
in its hill, apparentty for the purposc GFGQIEGURE
a eonvenient thorn,§

T'he common Srey |JI‘I.1{I'_" i perfoptly t‘-pu::ﬂ in
it form, and will rank rmmn"' the darger shecies
of the genus, In length n; igabout nine inches,
appearing more gyree ful fronf the grndunt{-d form
of the tail, though it is in reality.a firmly and com-
pactly made bird. In the old male, the uppes
parts are of a chaste and clpar penﬂ grey, “while
the whole of the under parts are pure white ; these
tints are heautifully broken amd ndmrnatcd by tlae
drep black of the greater portion,g¥ the wings and
tail, aml Ly the Marking of the same colour,which
ppears on the forehead, the lores, and on the auri-
iznlars, on the latter there is an owal pateh resembling
in formandeituation the distribution of the darker
shndes ou these parts of the falconide.  The wings

* LeVilill, Ois, 4" Mm]m,hu. p. 22,
« 1 Seiby, Br. Omnith. §. p. 143,
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=
have the base of the primaries white, forming a \
triangular mark on these parts, and the exterior” .
tail feathers, with the tips of all the rest, except 1
the two in the eentref the space widening to the
outside, are of the same pur‘e tint. The female
has the eolours in general duller, and the breast
is wadulated with narrow"dusky transverse bars.
Temminck metlions the ¢seurrence of a variety
nearly pire white, having the black parts slightly
tinted with grey. The young are tinted with
brewnish purple an the grey parts, and bave the b
breast, belly, and vent, of a reddish or yellowish
white, .tlickly barred transversely with umber fL
brown. The dark parts of the plumage are not
so intense, or &9 defined in theirboundaries.

In ot British islands, the Grey Shrike ean only
be viewed as an o2easional visitant, and that even
of rare oceurrence, eSeept in some of the southern
and midland counties. There, during the winter
months, and towgrds the approach of spring, strag-
gling specimens are frequéntly procured ; towards A
. the north, and on the confines of the border, it
becomes Ic.-;; frequnt; in the south of Seot-
land it is a rare.bird, a few instances only of its
eaptuge having oceurred to odr notice ; while
in Irelend, according to the observations of* Mr
‘Thompson, it seenss to be equally 1are.® No in- ‘
stances of this species breeding in *his “ountry

® See Mag. of Zogl, and’ Bat. ii. p, 427, for instances
of capture in Ireland. i ,
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are yet recorded ;* its sunfuer visits, indeed,’
appear accidental, gnd have only been observed
once or twice. Its range of geographieal distri-
Lution secms confined to Edrope, or if it does pads
the Asiatie boundarty, it is soon lost, to give way
to zome other species which mgy represent it,
within a limit of its oW%n. In the northeen parts
of the new worli, agaid, its place & filled by seyi-
ral species so closely alligd, that, they wire long
considered identieal. In Euwrope, it extends as
far north as Laplandeand ,Swetlen, and partseol
Rtussia, but its stronghold, or metropolis, may be
viewed as the midlands and south of Franve, where
it breeds, devaricating on gach side in varied pro-
portions.  Theid prineipal llﬁuln'lr.urn the well-
wooded but enclosed countries, tke Ih?l;!. and
enclosed forests.  Accordjng ¢t Temmingk, they
build on trees agd lower bfushwood ; while Mr
Hewitson says, * that it builds its nest in thick
bushes and high kedges ; it is copnposed of umbek-
liferous plants,, roots, moss, and wool, lined with
finor roots and dried grass.” The eggs are from
five to seven in number, +he®y aré of a blueish 4
greyish white, spotted, and lllpj:ﬂiﬁr.l over with
browre or purpleish grey.+ z

* « ] have seen it in Wiltshire, and have no goubt of
its breeding ther's," are the words of Lewin.§ He had not,
Lowever, aettally observed the aetin question.

1t Hewitson, Ouology, pl. eviii.

- L
" g Mirds of Britan, lap. 70,
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TueRev-Backep Sunige, Laxius coLLunio,
LNy, — Red-backed Shrike of British authors.
~=Urlike the species’ we have iust described,
the Red-backed Shrike is one’of Our summer visi-
tants, breeds with us, and again wigrates to enjoy
» mere genial wipter after.the cares of incubation,
It is also mor@ abundane than the last in the
souther? and widland counties of England,
decreasing in numbers as we approach the Bor-
de~, and, <o far a¢ we can learn, not yet captured
cither in Seotland op Ireland. England, in fact,
seems the limit of its migration to the north. It
extends to the Afriean. Continent ; and, like most
of the Europesn species which afe also Afvican,
is foufilie alrost equal abundanee in the south
of Europe ; and p#*s of Spain and Italy, with the
south of Franee, mdy perhaps.be stated as the
districts where it is most abundant. Mr Yarrell
wentions that specimens have been sent to the
Zoological Soeiety from Trebizong.»

In its habits it exhibits the same propensities
with the gray shrike, *hough perhaps in a less
degree.  Largé insects are its most common
food, partieularly grylli, and some of the coleop-
tera, asd it pursues this food in preference, jts
weaker “form preveating it from aitacking small
birds or mammalia, except when impelléd by a
greater degree of hunger, Instances, however,
of the red-backed shrike seizing *and impaling

* History of British Birds, i. 157,
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small birds, are detailed hy si%eral ornithologists *
worthy of eredit,* while it is known Rhat it is
frequently taken l:;; the London bird® catchers
when striking at the decoy birds in the clap nes.
The unest is general® placed in a bush or hedge,
and has mwot yet been recordéd to be built on
trees, as that of the ghay shrike 15 ogeasjonally ;
it is comparatively a lsge sttucfime, coarsely bat
firmly built with weak twigs, rpots, . as a
base work, and lined witlh noss, grass, hair, or*
wool. The eggs seemy somgewhat varinble; thgse
in our possession are milk-white, spotted witly
rufous, and they are deseribed as h{ui.nil:wi@th
spotted and zoned with woogl brown and ash gray,
also greenish wifite, With dark® spos.

The head, back of the neck, and aump, e ash
gray ; the centre of the backyand wing coverts
reddish brown ; gpace betwetn the eye and the
bill, surrounding the eyes and auriculars, Jneii
black ; the under parts, when gewly killed, palg
peach-blossom red, iuaining to pure white on
the throat, and varying in intensity in different
species 5 quills are wood Brosn : "the tail has tis
four centre feathers entirely Llygk, “those on the
sides white at th® base, that colour forming a bar
across, and limiting the black of the tips egradu-,
ally towards she exterior feawhers; shaftd black
for thew whole length; on the last feather the
outer web is white entirely, and the black assumes
the form of am irregulaf spof at the tip. The
* Hewitson, Knapg, Dlyth.
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e
female has the eotours duller, the back more
tinted With gray, and the muler parts barred

with blacklsh brown, the gr ound colour being of

asmore yellow or graysh white, and without any
appearance of the delicate blush colour seen in
the male. In tI‘m young birds, the upper parts
and auriculars are yellowijsh brown, tinted with
aray, having esch feathembarred transversely at
tile tip with umbgr brown, followed at the extre-
mity with pale wood bréwn, altogether shewing
rather close undutations ; above the eye there is
= yellowish white streak ; the under parts are of
the samiz-coleur, nearly unspotted on the throat
and centre of the belly, but having the fanks and
broast of a dacker “tint, and transversely barred
with dmler Srown. The tail is of a uniform
vellowigh brown, <larker at the tip, and having
the two outer feathefs edged w ith white.*

The length of.the adult male is about six

imches. .
# &

*Tue W DQDE"HAT Laxius nurus, DrRissoN.—
L. rufus, Bﬂﬁ-ﬁh rutilus, Lath. ind. — Weod-
chat, wr Woodchat Shrike of British authors.
—The=Woodchat, until of late years, was not
admitted to a place in the British Founa.  Some
of the older ornithologists, most proably, were
acquainted with it, but as no authentic specimen

* The description of the young is taken from a specimen
procured on the Continent.
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‘_.[‘.11111{1 be traced, it was with prﬁisewnrliny Sgrupu-
Tosity excluded 5 andanearly the first public record
of & speeimen being cdptured is in the second
edition of Mr Se 11:3 < British Ornithology. *It i is
there introduced on the authority of Mr Lead-
better, and of the Rev. Mr R. Hawmand, of Swal-
fum. Sinee that, a few more Jnstepced hate lmcn
noticed, and thereare sofie interesting clct.ulﬁ |mi:--
lished regarding it by Mg oy inehe ‘-Iu""l.mtu. ok,
Natural History ; but still it ean only be viewed
as*a very rare British stragsler, Visiting ws durifis

the summer months. Ngne of our weiters, dwell®

much on the habits of the Wdoddhat® i this
country, certainly frop theswapt of opportunity
to observe them. Mr Igoy, 1n.tll‘."\1|l§¥u}l‘- of
Natural History, gives a few interesfing” particu-
lars, though the authority nm',_l!fch he relicsis not
stated.  According to that gcmlcmnn. the nest
is placed = imnriahly on trees” the oak being
selected in prefefence,eit is composed on the®
outside of sticks and wool, mixed with the white

moss from the bodies of the treeg, and is lmmli

with fine grass and wool.® The ¢ggs are de-
seribed to be smgller, but sometthat similar to
those ofjthe red-backed shrike, and s ?:l.l'j..l.mﬂ' in
their markings.®

The Wu&dcimt ranges generally over lhu maore
temperate patts of the Europesn Continent, but

only becomes n'cnmmcm bird in the south.
-

. I]m. Mag. of Natural Ihstr.rrj, iv. po 243, * Observa-
I tions on Dritish Shrilces,

-
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.'l.{*r:nr;h'ri_:; to Sn'm‘umn it is migratory in 51'{:?!}-4
residing dere fur a shore timge during the wonth
of May.* On tle Afritan Continent jts distri-
Butiam is very extensive, being foun in the
north, west, and southern cojsts, residings during
the year, and, gxcept in W oceasionally mype or
less*hr#liam ting of jcolowr, not varying from thg
bigds of Europ?, or the fi8 Stragzlers which hay,
been killed in wes PunLy.

Above each nostril, between that and sye.
rdunding the ey &, Yedlowith white ; the foreliemd,
- streak abeve each eve, and furicnlars, brownisj,
bleck, o hick extends downwards I a narrow }
streak, reaching the mantle, which is of the same
colour o crovae of the lg:ad, occiput, and nape 4
reddish ﬁr.tﬂge. Srpnmling the mantle from
the saapulars m:ﬂ'.m;erts_. there is 4 Pateh of
white converging and almoss insulating (s
perts; the rump and tail COverts arg of the same
%olour, SOMetinges tintegd with Yellowish ; sp,. J
wings arp blackis], hru-.-.-ﬁ, exeept the base of i
quills, whiel are '.:I:Ete, and exhibig 4 trianguly,
spot uf'thnt_cc;luur; the four centro tail fenthers
are brownjsh back, the uthurs.nn: white at .
base, eand that on the outside entirely Hf that
colou® except a few dark baps on the inner we, ,
the under parts 8re white, of yillowish white,
more or less barged witl browp, .‘?ccm'-dfng Lo
the maturity of the *pegimen. Iy 1he femnale, the
Upper parts are ogga browner tint, and (he upder

.

-
* Birds of Western Al & ilp agy,
. L
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surface more barred, Iy sizo it fully cquals the lust,
being from sjy to 51x and a fair incheg i lengh,

In some Specimens, «qq Perhaps those whiely
have attainegd Maturity, dnd are n fyl] i}rEmIil'ng
plumage, the dark harts of the ply age are nearly
black, :

In SPecimens whijel, We _ possess frof Sierra
I.nuue, and which de not nppc'.';r to vary mete.
rially from those of I*:rurp;;e, we have tle dard;
PArts very deepl Y coloured, the Pale patelies
tinged with yellowishy andethe foloyyp of the hiad
and nape of 5 very deep brownish, <Orange, [
all éspeets, however, they seem *ip e::f’}‘mp-’i'*.r‘\ﬂ
Plumage, ang not in ﬂmnint{-rmediale changes
described by M¢ Sw:iin_aun." rin which se the
same collection jlsq Possessed specifnen,

e "
-
&

MERULTD:E'
. i ,

From these three birds Jost describe being
the only British members of the Laniadm, e
have to Pass by g long 1ist of Nacied forps,
beautiful iy thejr £radations, g réch the second
sreat fatmily of (e Dn:-n:im.al!rus, where we shall
find a fow examples of the typical group. ang
one of a very gurjous and interesting genus, the
only exitmplk: we Possess of e sub-family
Myotherine, This is the ,Cinelus aquaticus, the

Dipper, op Watér Ousel of British ornithologists,

* Birds of Western Alriea, j, P 232,
VoL, 1, E
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This very interestingdittle bird has long been 4
a stumbling block to systemafists. It has been ™" 3
handed about from one genus to another, and
even when a name has been allotted to itself, and
one or two others, it still gives uncasiness, and
has scarcely yet, received nqlhmily mansion, where
it can dwellsin order undigturbed ; and although
out. opinion of its proper station Jnay be formed,
we cannbt expeet, whege there is a complication
of characters, that all our ornithologists will
cormeide with it. = Weado think, however, that it
will maintaip its place among the Myotherina,
whare reuarly-all our great advoeates of a natural
system of affinities have arranged it; and by
means of foreign_genera. the gradation of form
can be beautifully traced. The genus consists of
only three well authenticated species, and may
be thus characterized, — =
Cixcrus.— Gynerie Characters.—Dill slender
obsoletely notehed, nostrils naked, forehead
small and narrow ; wings rather short and
rounded, tirst yui'l nearly spurious, second,
third, and fourth nearly equal; tail rather
short, even ; feet large and strong, clateral
twes equal, tarsal scales entire.— C. aguaticus.
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Cinclus agquatices. —Jll:e‘.W‘TEl;«:;
. ©

PLATE IL «= » .

Cinclus aquaticus, ..Brchg. — Merulp nqunl.it:!, Brissg—
Sturnus cinclus, Linn, — Turdus cinclus, Lath. —
Cinele plongeur, Temm,—Water-Ousel, Djppt" Eum-
pean Dipper, of British authors.

Tue Common ‘Water E.'mw, or Pyet, as itys fami-
liarly termed in Scotland, is a favourfte With every
one who resides near its hayntst® The solitery and
secluded nature of the streams it -frequents, mnd
their often wild character, render it a most fitting
accompaniment, =~ suffigient to break the solitudey
but never obtruding on the caknness of the picture;
one of those beantiful instances of nature’s chaste
compositions, where the difé of the landseape
combines to harmonize with all azeund ; and here
the effect is stifl more brought home by the
simple and peculiar melody of its song, Its
common locality in summer is rocky alpine, or
subalping #treams, and it scems indifferent
whether the banks are thickly clothed with wood
and natural brash, or are bare and barren. If
civilization has encroached on their retreats, and
machinery or mills have beén in consequence
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vrected, it accommodates itself to the event, loses
its secluded habits, and seems to enjoy the bustle:
It may often be seen perched on the inner spokes
of the mill-wheel, sivging its low melody ; and
we have known it to breed within the passage of
the torrent which drove it. In such places they
live'in pairs, each having as it were a locality or
limit within Which they® range, and select. an
appropriate situntiop for the nest. They sport
about the banks of the stream, flying short dis-
tasces, and during flight vtter their single mono-

<onous alarm or call note. 'When about to alight,

diny d=dp or splash into the pools or stream, and
almost never at onee settle on the stones or
recks, . They are one of.our moSt pleasing song-
sters, thuﬁhgh‘fmm the lowness of the note it is
not often obsery t:-G.- but to the angler, who plies
liis rod at all hours,’and in the most sequestered
scenes, it is a well-known and welcome strain.
-t may be af'times heard during the whole year;
but spring and the Wi'eeding scason are the
periods when it may be most easily and constantly
enjoyed. The birds heing early breeders, this
sign of the coming year is often heard in Feb-
ruary; while the streams are still bound upin ice;
and #* clear and shining morning, at this carly
time, will be sure'to display some of those clean
songsters perched oun a prominent stene or stick,
or on the edge of a frozen pool, warbling their
notes just audible above the riwrmurs of the
stream.  Their breeding places are chosen near
to the brook or river, and oftéen in curious situa-

4

-

-

b
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tions. The nest is genvrally eonstructed under
some brow or overhanging rocks, or smong the
matted roots of a tred; at other times under
some fall, which is projected over a space hollow,
and comparatively dry within, or beneath the
ilam or weir which serves to turn.off the water to
supply machinery ; and we hage onbe or twige
observed it under thé very sluice of the nzll-
wheel., In the latter situstionss the pnr'ent bird.
dashes through the face of the rushing “'El.ll!l'b
when about to enter the nest, and seems to enjuv
the act, entering and retreating again fwo m'
three times before commencing hef seafl The
nest is built chiefly of the common mosses, lined
on the bottom Wwith dgjed !m.w . It W of a
circular form, with an entrance holé on the one
side, and seen exteriorly js ¥fry similar 4o the
structure of that of the common wren. Whert it
is placed in a situation resting* on gome narrow
ledge, but entirely freg above,sthe building is”
made completely round ; but«where the impend-
ing brow or rock may fnrm the top, it is used ag
a part, the front only being filled ppewith moss.
Mr Thomson has Pmntmned one “mstance, where
the « dgmed structure " was dispensed withj but
though this may ocecasionally happen, the general
character of tlie structure will’ be found to be
supplicd in asmanner instinctively either one way
or another. In like manner the eircumstance of
the bird perching on the willows around, as
mentioned by the same author, was unusual ; it is
not their general habit even in'glens fringed with
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brush, A stick or braeh which had fallen neross
the streem may be resorted to; but we have
never seen it inclined to perel on the overhang-
ing “bushes, and would refer this variation to
some peculiarity in the locality. In winter,
when the higher streams become frozen, and the
cold ifftende, the ¢ Water Crow " removes to the
benks of the |Ll-lg€‘l' and lower Howing rivers, or
‘to the margiry of- some unfrozen lake. Here
they find 2 more abundant supply of food, and
tﬁeir aguatic hiibits®and® mauner of fishing are
more easily observed. On every reach one or
‘o niay bé now seen perched on some project-
ing stone or stick, or watching by the very edge
of the ice, “Whence thay drop at onece on their
prey, r:uns:atmg at this time in great part of
small~ fishes, They.are most active in their

mations during this occupation, and dive and
return to gheir Station with much rapidity. In
“milder weather, or when the rivers are less
choked with ice, ethey swim and dive in the
centre of the pm}ls. and so expertly, that we have

mistaken and followel them for the little grebe.
At this timesand I may say generally, aquatic
msm..ts, the Jarvae of phryganide, and ‘in some
situdtions different species of fresh water shells,
furm their chief *food. which in summer again is
varied by a greater choice of insects and aquatic
larvee. It has been during the continuance of a
very severe frostonly that we have seen this bird
seize small fishes in the manner above mentioned,
nf diving from the edge of the ice; at the dis-

{
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tance observed they appearcd to be minnows,
and were broaght pp held eross-ways 4n the bill.
The ova of any kind of fish we have never
detected i their !_il{llllll.(:ﬁ or intestines, wor do
we think they habitually, at the proper season,
frequent the places where spawn would be
deposited ; and if they did, we would “deém it
almost impossiljle tha? they could reach it after
it was impregnated and cpvered in the spawning
bed, which it is before the parent fish leaves the
place of deposition. Neither liave we any knGw-
ledge of the ova being sought after abaut lhp pr.'riui"
when they begin to acquire vitality, =l when
they might become a much more easy prey.
This, in fact, is"the uu'i.} time when any deatruc-
tion could be accomplished. Imf the north of
Scotland this little bird is<"persecuted .for its
supposed depredations ; and we were astonished,
before learning the reason, to find such suitable
localities totally uninhgbited h};tlmﬁn. Here tire
provineial name of Kinfg-fisher is given to them,
a reward of sixpence is put upon their head, and
in one Highland districs e havg the fuctot’s
authenticated report of five huwdred and forty-
eight | baving been destroyed during three _;em's"

The European Dipper, so far ag we kiow;, is
entitled to its specific namef and has not been
found Out &f the European Cgntinent. We have
no record of its passing the Asiatic frontier ; and
we have reason to think that its range ceases
even Jong befure it reaches that boundary. In
Britain, Scotland may be smd to be its strong-
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hold — very few distrcts wanting it; and it
extends te all the larger Hebrides. In suitable
localities in Ireland, uccmlhng to Mr Thompson,
it is equally plentiful ;* and it is found in
England wherever the character of the country
'1=~=u1m:lnmﬂ with that which it elsewhere [re-
quenits.

The head, asdcs, and Lhr.k part of the neck,
wmber-brown ; #ke ypger parts of the body, the
wings, and tail, black, having the feathers on the
sh3ulders. and back adged with blackish-gray ;
the eyelids, the throat, neck, and breast, are pure
white ;¢ the belly chestnut-brown, shading into
dark brownish blnc'h on the flanks, and to black-
ish- -gray on tho vent ang under"tml covers; the
legs and Yeetre yellowish-grey ; the tarsi clear-
est in.colour al the front. In the female
the, white and chestnut of the. under parts arc
scarcely so clear; and the gray edges of the
“athers on the back are more clouded. In the
young the upper parts, including the head and
neck, are of a deep gray, the edge of each feather
being yellowjsh whife.» On the throat and breast
dusky yellowish-or grayish white, darker where
the chestnut band commences, and shadin} into
dark glay, having there the feathers edged with a
pale tint, while o the throat and breast each is
tipped with a narrow bar of blackisii gray,
giving a clouded or dark appenrance to the

whole. =

* Mag. of Zbol. and Bot. ii. p. 428.-
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~ We have no doubt thay tht: Penrith Ousel of
Dr Latham, and Lﬂ'.mml Montague's vhrieties
mentioned in the :nppnndlx to his supplement,
are birds in the first plum..gr‘ perhaps of o late
brood.

MERULINE, on THRCSHES.

Tue next sub-family, the Maruline, will eom’-
prise all the more typical forms f the group itself,
but in our Fauna we possess an example of ones
only, that of the true Thrushes, comprising th=
genus Merula of Hay, of k;hmh we now add the
characters. e i

- Bl Fh

Meruwla.— Willughby, Ray. —Generic Charac-
ters. — Bill slightly bentling to the tip, dis-
tinetly notehed ; rietus furpished with weak
bristles ; wings Ienbtlnetmd first quill spu-w
rious, third longdst ; tail " moderate ; i feet
formed for walking as well as perching. M
viscivorus, vulgaris, &e. »  *

Note.—Cosmopolite ; breed on trech or bushes ;
many specics migratory aml gregarious ;
voxe often melodious. -
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The true Thrashes, ip all their members, taken
collective'y and in adaptation to their general
liabits, shew considerable. peffection. The parts
zre adapted for extersive locomotion, either in
walking or perching, or durizg flight ; many per-
form long migrations, and extensive flights are
taken even in ‘those courtries where the climate
does not rendaf this annual removal necessary.
Tl’ie\' are nearly omnivorous; a Sreat part of their
sustenance is snught’f‘d’r apon the ground, parnuu-
larly during that, season when insects are not in-
dispensable for the welfare of their broods; and
*heir Yent ‘and tarsi are admirably formed for
wul!-.mrr and mspecnng the various places where
their food is then r:hu:ﬂv to be found ; at other
times,=hay Iu.e upon frhits and other vegetables,
with the larvee of insects, and the abundant sup-
ply of large and sueculint caterpillars ; but during
winter, the molusea and wornis common to low
.meadows and mmst woods, such as the various
“snails, &e. are nenrlv t'¥eir only food ; for after
the first month of the inclement season has passed,
most of the wintez wild fruits and berries have
fallen from 'thnr stocks, or have been already con-
sumed by the various tribes which subsist upon
them. Very'few of the species are quite solitary.
During the breeding season the greater part of
them separate into pairs; but after the broods
have been reared, they cungrf_'gute either into
large flocks, or in groujs of five ar six. Those of
smaller numbers generally become more domestic,
and approach dwellings and cultivated districts

-
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on the approach of winter, while the birds which
congregate into large flocks are alwaysfrefarkably
shy, and difficult to beapproached, the flock being
on the alert the moment the note of alarm las
been uttered by ofie more watchful than the rest.
Their ery or note is harsh and sharp, or shrill and
monotonons, except aur ng the season of ircuba-
tion ; at this period the notes of 2ome are remark-
ably pensive and metandml}r, while othevs possess
considerable compass of voice, accompanied with
great melody.  On this gecoust they are unirer-
sal favourites, and in all countries are listened ‘o
with pleasure, and with feelings which reeall mezy
recollections and a“uciutjnnn of days which had
long passed awhy. * Their nielodigs, lmwtver. do
not save themi from varied persecukions. I many
countries they are used Iur fend, and are [1kcn m
the south of Egrnpp l:\' viirions - gnares fur this
purpose ; and in North America the destruction
of some of the specics is deserjbed by Wilson £o
be immense, In ge n'vmplm:nl distribution, the
genus will range extensively in every quarter of
the world ; but the greatpss numbers seem con-
fined to regions of a moderate (Ii,i;rl:-zl} of tempera-
ture. * Europe possesses twelve ® species anthen-
tieally deseribed, of which our British list zan now
boast of seven individuals, » We have selected
for an sillustration a very beautiful and perfectly

typical species.

-

Py * See Temm, Supp.
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Tue Musser-TurusH.—MERULA vISCIVORA.
— Turdus viscivorus, Lirn. — Merula viscivora,
Selby. — Merle drainey Tenm. — Missel- Thrush
of British authors.— The Missel-Thrush is at
the present tipe pretty generally distributed

over Euglaad ggd_ the, southern portion of

Seqiland, living in the latter in pairs, in the
righer woodlandeparts ;. yet neither so abundant,
nor prevailing so equally and indiscriminately,
as mre common Scag Thrush or Blackbird. We
would consider it naturally a forest bird, but
heve itwalso frequents the borders of the wood,
or the orchards and gardens situated in a well-
clothed districts We believe that in England,
and particalarky in the northern counties, it has
inereased in abundince : and in its Scotch locali-
ties,,within the last fifteen years, it has, from being
a rare bird, become one of frequent occurrence.
Cut of Europe,sit extends to Asia, and we
possess specimens from ‘the Himalayan range,
varying in no respect. They pair very early, and
the male begins to atcemapt his song often ere the
winter’s storm has commenced ; this year (1839)
he wasdieard warbling his low and pensive *notes
so early as 5th January. During the whole breed-
ing season, they ard bold defenders of their terri-
tory, suffering no iptruder to approath Without
every attempt being made to defend their nest.

Magpies and carripn erows are severe n.ﬁmlmm.'

though both are often smmaf'ully engaged but
their most troublesorie enemy, where there hap-

'F"-.I_
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pens to be a eolony nears is the jack-daw, which
vains by perseverapee what the othersifail to ob-
tain by force.  'We hawve seen four,or five of these
birds assail the parent tlfrushes, and while some
made the attack, the others deliberately plundered
the nest. During the contest, the eries of the
thrushes are loud :Lud',inceaf:s,u;, anck at anet tell
that some depredator & near.  The nest is plaged
almost always in the cleft of a tyes, or cldse to the
bole ; at times we have seen it near the summit,
at other times, placed so low that we could lsck
into it from the ground, and it is very frequently
built on the fruit trees of a garder of erchaar.
The foundation of the uest is laid with slender
twigs, or stalks®of grass, and when the fabrie is
. - o : T
reared, the outside is patched over ayitll picees of
lichen, apparently gencrally tsken from the tree
on which it is byilt, certaiily never of a wery
opposite character from those which grow around,
and thus they serve as an excellent blind agains2
deteetion.  The eggs ard from four to six in num-
ber, of a green or blueish white, spotted and
blotehed with reddish brown™ Wlmp the duties
af incubation are concluded, thes broods with the
old birds keep together, and towards ther com-
mencement of winter, sometimes collect infocks
of from twenty to thirty, feediny on the wild ber-
ries. whith are at this time ngarly ripe. They
soon, however, seem to disperse again, and during
the whole of the winter may be, seen in parties of
five orsix, or inpairs, fecding sometimges on the
wild fruits, and at others seleeting the low mea-

L]
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dows or pasture grounds. They are remarkably
fond of ri [ e geans, and commit great havoe among
a crop of this fruit ; in winter we have seen them
zelect the berries of thi holly and the yvew in pre-
ference to those of the hawthorn, or our other
native kinds.  This thrush remains with us :Iuriug
the yeai, and we.are not aware of any partial mi-
gration taking plncf-, or offany accession of num- i
hers, though wa have sometimes thought that the

small focks of from twenty to thirty before alluded
to; appeared to De removing at least from one
district to another. These may have been parties
ofthe younger birds commencing a migration, for — -
we have hardly an inerease to account for all those
which are bresbin a district ; at the same time, we
know thac miny pairs of old birds remain con-
stantly, and withoit changing the range to a great
distance, and some we have seen, for a year toge-
ther every day we remained at home.

* The general eolour uf the upper plumage is
hair brown, varyingsin mtensm.' and sometimes
tinted with yeliowish or with oil-green, which
prevails on the neck. Fhe outer webs of the quills,
coverts and scapulars, are edged with pale wood
browrr; the inner webs umber-brown, tinted with
ash-gray ; the tail is chiefly of the latter colour ;
the outer featherstipped with whife. The under %
parts are clear and.delicate yellowish*white, often
shaded on the sides of the breast and flanks with \
buff-orange ; the tin of each !'t_alhér has an nmber- o
brown spat, tll:‘nlll’"ul.lr {n form on the thrdat and €
breast, on the belly iind flanks of the shape of the

: L
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‘ tip of the feather. The ddges of the gurenlars
are also tinted with lhe same eolour,- and the
whole under surface prr‘wnts a rich but chaste
combination of coloups and markings. The under
wing coverts anil axillary feathers are of the
purest white, serving at once to distingnish the
Missel-Thrush from anyst: e the Javanese and
Indian species an'ﬂi'wlmt similarly dressed, LE-‘
are pale wood-brown. The lengili is from clevcn’
to eleven and a-half inches, aml there is little
difference either in the sizd or cc—luurs in mch
SEX. . A
\ The young have the upper plumagé cun{usndi}r
barred with yellow ish white7 agd have more gray
on the head and neck. sThe qmlih'ami nqyerts
. have broader pale margins and tips, ahd the under
parts have a more }ﬂ]luw tinge? '1'
L] 2 r
Wuite's  Tunrusit, — Mervta  WHITEL —
Merula Whitei, White's Rlhrush—Turdus Whitet, i3
Eyton's Rarer DBrit. Birds—=Gould. Yarrell—
We have been unable to see any of the specimens.
Pru[:ur{_nl mn Eu"]nll{l of thé bird “'hl“.'rl has been
figured and deseribed by the abbve quoted au-
thors, upder the name of White’s Thrush,, and
as there can be no doubt of its being an addition
to the British Tanna, we give the substance ol
what is knowh regarding it, acknowledging our
information 10 be derived-from the descriptions
of these gentlemien only.  The: proper situation
for its ftroduction scems fo be after the Missel-
Thrush : at the same time there is a considerable

g
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difference in the gfnnmi forim, and also of llmt or
the bill, Tetween the true thrashes and the Merula
rari with some speefes  from  Alpine India,
which seem all to be very closely allied to it,
and may hereafter be found to constitute a small
section or sub-genus.
Twdé spicimess of this bird have been ob-
tained, the original one® shot -by Lord Males-
‘bury, on his estate af -Heron Court, near Christ-
church, the other procured by Mr Bigge, and
siiot in ANew Forestp Halpstead. Two speci-
mens seem. also to have been obtained on the
Centinent in every way identical ; and on com-
parison of these bipdsswith gpecimens of M. varia
from New Holand, Javs, and Japan, there seems
to be a ik diserepancy between some and
a tolerable agreeffent-between others. Neither
tha distribution, nor the history of the British or
European specimicns, are yet understood. Mr
Cyton thus describes Loxd Malesbury’s bird :—
* The general coloar of White's Thrush, on the
uppersurface, is ochraceous yellow, with a greenish
tinge on the erown ; tips of all the feathers black or
dusky, formingetarrow transverse Iunnied spots ;
auriculars with a black line extending ffom the
occiput over their posterior edges ; under surface
white, with an ill-Uefined ochraceous f'1sc"|a across
the vent; all the 4eathers tipped wilh a black or
dusky lunule, within which is one of light ochra-
ceous ; the throatmnd under coverts pure white ;
thighs dusky ; quills tipped with light ochriceous,
the edges of cncIl, extreme web, near the points

- -
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“md the base, marked with an r]nn to:] Pﬂ.tﬂ]i af
the same colour, presenting, Mu‘n tI wing is
partly closed, the apparance of two transverse
faseime across the whole of the quill feathers ;
spurious wing, ocliraceous, tipped with black ;
greater wing coverts, }vith the outer webs, ochra-
ceows ; lesser and middle wieg coverts) ochra-
ceous, with a large sfiot of hl.te‘ll on c"ich 'Hn"'.h
legs and bill of ncnrl_', the gameecolour as in the
Missel-Thrush ; claws horn eolour ; size rather
larger than that of the* Missel-Thrush."# .

-

Tue FieLprare, MERULA PILATIS.— Twrdics
pilaris, Luim— L& Litorne  of the French,

Cield or Fieldfare 'ir qufaﬁ.a?r?.ﬁars.-:_lt is
no‘lrlv -:-qunl in size to the Missef-Thrush, and
is clothed in colours more ga¥, but as chastely
and beautifully blended, and instead of remairing
with us during the whole vear, 1s one of our most
regular and abundant visiters inswinter. Its time
o!' arrival is late in November, generally at least
a fortnight subsequent to that of the Redwings,
and it appears somelimed in vast-flocks, and
commonly in paglies of not lesi*than thirty or
forty thgether. On arrival, theysoften Betake
themselves to the vicinity of the berry-hearing
trees, where tliicy remain until the crop has been
entirely Stripped.  The fruit of the mountain ash
is a great favourite, and being nearly ripe about
the time of their arrival, is eagerly sought after.
As the ‘winter advances, ahd these supplies fail,

* Eyton's Hare Dritish l]ml: p. 93, 4.
YOL. 11, - ¥
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4 -
they seem to seek and frequent the more moist

upland paltures, and as the storm sets in with —=

severity, gradually seek tle lower grounds where
there 18 more shelter dWnd moisture.  If a storm
continues for some length, tuey are reduced to
sad extremity : many of them, in some years,
perish with exhgustion agpd for want, and their
ineapability to ¢xist during a continuance of frost
and snow plainlyshews the necessity and wisdom
of their migration, for they never seem to attain
the domestic hakits of the common thrush or
iilackhird, which, when driven by distress, will
s¢ek reliel with the poultry and the refuse of the
firm-yard. In some severe winters we have
n-pen!‘.&dh’ taken ,this commionly wild bird with
the hand" in*a state of complete exhavstion.®

When-the ground: Ilas _been for some time frozen
up, we perceive a sure indication of the distress
of the Fieldfare, by small parties of from a pair
io five or six,sfrequeniing the open springs
and shallow ditches, rémaining by the river's
side, and endeavouring to find about the moist
cdges a precarious schsistence. This forenoon,
(29th Januaryy- 1838,) after fburtcen days of
intense frost,.we see them am;mg associated with
the snipe, and when alarmed, instead of the alert
rising flight, and Soud chatter of prosperity, they

* Colonel Montague mentions the effects on this bird and
the redwing during the ssow-storm of 1793 : —#* They
became too weak to Shilt their quarters to a more southern
climate. sl thm.l.r.tml.i w erc picked up stnrved @ death,”
Oirn, Lhice.
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weakly flutler off' to the nearest eover, where
they conceal, and .will scareely aga™ “betake
themselves to flight. When the time of their
remigration returns, whicll is sometimes nat till
May has far advancéd, they have for some weeks
been eolleeted in bands larger than usual, as if
the various {locks h:ulﬂ,baeuﬂc;ruud in from’the
istriet around. | Thep now regllarly frequant
rune favourite feeding gropnd, a=d may "be seen,
scattered over the plain or passing overhead now
with renewed vigour and a noisy* flight, as il pre-

paring for the more lengthened journey. which they ”

are about to perform. Their roosting places at
night are either on trees, particularly the pines and
evergreens, or on the érouml. We lnve undoubted
authority that they ocecasionally resot 1o the
first for shelter,® and wc-_h:l’\‘& often, ourselves,
intruded on the sleeping grounds in the evening.
One situation iz a whin cover where there is
abundance of tall grass; anoth+r was a yvoung®
plantation of two or thrée years growth, among
long heathi : in both places the flock had alighted,
and were disturbed so lateat"hight as only to be
known by their alarm-ery, utterzd as they rose.
Their rbost, in these instances, was among the
long grass and heath., Mr White's observations
long since corrdborated this fael, for he tells us,
“ that lifrkers, in dragging their nets by night,
frequently eateh them in, the wheat stubbles§

* Sclhy, L. p. IE-!; Thomp. in Mig. of Zool: & Bat,
11, p. 4330, " &

t White, Sir W. J. edit. p. 97, °_
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Mr Thompszon mentions having disturbed them
{rom simitar places in Ireland, after they hadl-
settled for the night. J

The great body of the Fieldfares re-migrate®
during the month of May ; dnd immediately on
their arrival at the summer’s residence, com-
mence vto «prepare themselves for the great
pugpose of breading, and it is a_remarkable eir-
cumstance, for the first intimation of which we
are indebted to Mr Hewitson, that contrary to
what we know of¢he habits of the other thrushes,
¢his species breeds in companies or gregariously.
Their sulnmer country is the north of Europe,
where they seem to frequent the extensive pine
forests, and heee they have been, by all our writers,
recorded o breed ; but as we have only had this
fact, in modern times, satisfactorily proved by
the excursion of Mr Hewitson, we are tempted to
extract his description of their breeding place
@om his beautiful “ Oology."+ “ We had,
during a long ramble through those almost im-
passuble woods, met with many nests of a pre-
vious summer, which we supposed must have been
once tenanted by the birds of which we were in
searclr; and after having climbed many attree to
no pu'rpuso, were returning homewards” disap-

1] -

B M.lg. of Zool. and Bot. IL p. 433. . »

t British Oology, by William Hewitson, with lithogra-
phic figures—two vols. arescompleted. —See also a paper
by the same author, Zetailing the babits and breeding of
muny of our British birds, Trom notes during & tdur made
in Norway, Mag. of Zool. and Bot. IL. p. 209,

F
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peinted, when our attention was attracted by the

harsh eries of several bLirds, which %we at first
suppesed must be thrushes, hut whicl afterwards
proved to be Fieldfares, doxiously watching over
their newly established dwellings, We were goon
delighted by the discovery of several of their

+ nests, and were surprised to figd them “hreeding

in society. Their ntsts were af various heights
from the ground, from four #o thirty "or forty
fect or upwards, mixed with old ones of the pre-
ceding year: They were, (or the most part, placed
against the trunk of the spruce fir. . Some weré,
however, at a considerable distance from it Upun
the upper surface, am.l towardds the smaller end of
the thicker l.nmn::h-a--= they resemile must nearly
those of the ring-ousel. The outside id l::umpusml
of sticks and coarse grass, 2 il weeds, gathered
wet, matted together awith' a small quantity of
clay, and lined with a thick bed of fine dry grass.
The eggs are from four to six ‘n number, and ™
colour closely resemble those of the blackbird or
ring-ouscl. Two hundred nests or more were
frequently within a Em:l“‘BPiL‘ﬂ. i g

During the last year, (1837,) zae or two notices
have ‘appeared in Charleswortl’s Magazine of
Natural History, of the Fieldfare having bred in
Scotland ; but with every with to pay deference
to the Qiserimination and accuracy of the writer,
we cannot help still feeling a little sceptical as
to the fact; dnd it would lv maost satisfactory
ify duving the ensuing summer, he weuld seeure
a specimen or two of the oldl_ birds, and of their



7—-

86 FIZLDY ARE.

et [n these ipstantes tho NeE . have been
yuitc il Ty .
A g enen ghot in '11-1'.-:1.' r, Prese mted tha

sp 1

fullowing {-;\'I.m‘.'.'a. whilin, with & shi ahit ¥ ariation
of depthis and clearnt a3, will e Sipe near 10 the ordli-
ATy winter dress of thie sSpec iesr— 1‘; 11 black at the
'."IL'|, g.”lm sgwards hthh LSty putu,u'lu"l\. of the
jower m andi ipleh crowih cleeks, nope of the necks
r-r.np ahid uppe” tail un'c"t?' grays L‘I'hl: javender
parple of Syme3) U o centre Of the feathers of
the crown gireak 4 with Klack, which, towards
the breeding spason, appears o widens and be-
‘eome decper tinted 5 be fore the eYe and peneath
t, there 152 P atch of the & AmE b'mL which somes
1imes 'run:'. neE mx'l'.. over the aur |.{‘L11:L1.':=.'. ahove
the eye ) (erefis @ streak of pale gray gometimes
inclining 0 pale }:-.1-_m jeh whites the centre ©
the back and wing coveris are mich umber-browh,
deeper 10 {he cemdre, and on the coveris edged
with palers: quitls blackish brow ns cecondaries
pdze 4 with p,ﬂu_r Lrown, prmurh_-a with grays
tail blackish browts feathers at the base pdzes
with -'r’nuh browri 3 sthroat, Lrensts and flanks
ot ur:.:_r*nu:. yelaw, the centrc of the feathers
yed with black, these markings broadest on the
:-m::-'- 4f the breast and flankss centre of the belly

and under tail ecoverls pure white, the lalter at

their base having -rmn-'u blotches” cunning up
the outes part of the webss under wing eoveris

%

and axillary feathers pure white. Iunwﬂn about—__
inn and 2 hall -iut.'hm The ¥ u:'lti.d'-'c .
o .y 1. aplours © of a pale=—
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of spring, again re-miggate to their more northern
summei quarters, In SOMEe Seasons, also, they
appear to remove or pesform partial migrations,
aceording to circumstances, after their arrival in
this country ; and when food <hils, or severe wea-
ther ensues, those of the more northern districts
travel sfill farther auulhu’nni Mr Selby men-
tions an uu.ta.n.e ol this in 189‘2, when, on the
f'mlurc o the nb_u,[:d:mt erop of wild berries which
chat ° year afforded, dnd at the commencement u!
a temporary thaw, they migrated southward ;
¢he present year, {lt‘iﬂ,} a few flocks as uz-un]
appeargdat the time of their arrival, but, since
the middle of November, a Redwing has not been
seen. The brgeding of the Redwing is still less
knowt, ard its nest has been less frequently seen
than even that of the fieldfare. The northern
forests seem also to’ be their resort, but in some
parts of Norway it is less frequent, or it is, per-
kaps, more locally distributed. Mr Hewitson
found the nest only fwice, both times with young,
and states that it is similar to that of the fieldfare,
Lut is placed ‘nearer Jthe ground. During the
season of incubgfion, it is a sweet songster, selec-
ting, Jike most of its cengeners, the summit of
some * eminence, for the pouring forth” of its
melody ; in Norwsy it has received the appella-
tion of Nightingale from its * delightfally wild
note™* :

The head, upper parts, wings, and tail, aré hair-
brown, tingad with oil green ; and, in a flock, a

® Hewitsen, Mag? of Zool. and Bot. 1L, p. 312,

b
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single thrush ean be at cnece distinguished from
=hem by the wvellows tint of its plum:l;".-.- Over
cach eye there is a streak of vellowish white, also
a conspicuous distinction fFom the thrush. “"The
under parts nearly White, purest in the centre of
the belly, and covered on the throat, breast, and
sides of the belly, wilh obloge=brownish biack
spots, which often run 3 lines.  Side of the belly
covered by the wings, and Hndﬁ.w wing Teaverts,
deep orange-red,-somewhat approaching to the
light-red of artists, arxl wlence the species s
received its common English name, also the best *
. -;pcclﬁc mark., Female does not vary much exeept
in the intensity or clearness ef the colour. Cream-

-2 coloured, or 1.vlln:l".'n sh’ white 1n||Lhu~ not un‘rre- L
o quently occur — seldom, howevery of* a purc
white.® = "" -

SONG TERUSH.®

Merula musica,
|

"
PLATE TII. -

Song Thrash, Merula’musica.  Turdus musieus, Linn,—
., La Grive, Merle grive, Buffi T'emm, — T.l'im-r-. ey or

El Song Thrusk, of Tiritish authors.

-

IN all dountries, the cries of .animals, and the
notes and songs of birds, are taken notice of by
the mu-et untutbred natives of an uncivilized

-

* See Selby and hlﬂllt'lﬂgl.l-{r.
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region—they are listened to as Emh‘mlmns of the ("'-1
changes of the weather—angl to point out whee "
some wild erop of a useful and important vegetable

or fruit may be found; or in the times of recreation,
of weariness, or distress, they exhilarate or soothe
the feelings, and create associations, upon which
every mind lorw long to dwell.  Lvery country
arzo has its favourite songster among the feathered |
,otribes.  The Lalby] pf eastern tale, the nightin- '
rrale of our own land, held prominent ranks ; and
the chearful meody of the common Song-Thrush,
in a-balmy evening of spring, cheers the early
labourer, and is listened to with a delight and
quiet pleasure which is felt by all. The nightin- 7 4
« e fredwing) of Noyway, and the wood-thrush
of America, seem, in their respective eountries, to 5
awalen similar &elings and associations. Most
of the thrushes, during the beeeding season, utter
a song gratelul to the ear, while some of them, at
this time, utte. notes clear and deep toned, and
possessing peculiar melody.  They have also the
. peeuliarity of sclecting some elevated spot to
utter their. sgng, and the same spot is chosen day
after day to resume their mugje. Our own bird,
when pairizg, may daily be found pereljed on the
summit of a tree, generally the most elevated in
the wood, pouring out with swelling throat his
louil clear melody, which ceascs :]?lrin';g mid-day, .
but is again commensed with the declining sun. [ _
If the day is i that claragter which we oflen |,
feel depressing in tne spring and fall,"dull, un-
paturally warm anud close, the song is often eon- | |
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tinned with little intermission; and when we

; '!"'i?.-wo seen the same kind of weather prevadl before

-

winter had entirely passed, the thrush may be
heard attempting his lay é¢ven in Jannary and®
February ; for the ldst few years where, in the
north at least, a winter of frost and snow has
scarcely been known, the musie_wasesung fre-
quently, and with._an approach to ifs usual elear-
ness. This bird, which is arboraal in itd usual
habits, when gaining the limits of its range
where the wood becomes sconty snid stunted, still
retains its desire for an elevated perch during the
continuance of its song; and in the nortliern ex-
tremity of Scotland, the pinpacle of a roek is often
selected as the site, Wwheyee to cheer his mate,
who has selected her breeding place in”the
brush or ivy screen, or, perhapegin the rank and
tangled herbage growing on'the edges of the
cliff below.» .

The Song Thrush is generally slistributed over ¢
the whole of Britain. It i5 met with in the richest
demesnes, and abundantly in the vicinity of gar-
dens, attracted by the plentifill suf}pb' of food ;'
while it is also found in the wilds«yf our northern
Highlands and Hebrides, where the stunted copse

* As indicating this propensity for selecting an fIlr::'ntnd
singing place, whatever the character®f the country, Mr
Thompson~wrikes, ** When travelling over o very wild
mountain tract between Cushendall and Ballyeastle,
covered - with heath, and haviig no trees within miles,

the nearer one (n Song Thrush) was perched on s ragweed

that overfopped the heath.”  Thomp. Mag. of+Z%ool. and
Dot. 11, p. 434, -
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affords a low and comparatively bare shelter, Its {»:

Europe. n range is also prefty general, but we ¢
not aware of its being teaced beyond this division
“of the world. It eonlinues resident with us during
the year; and we do not know that any of them
which are bred here migrate, but we have an
annuz! addition to our numbers, which arrive pro-
Tably from tlie north of Europe, a little previously
to thé appearance of the redwing and fieldfare.
These, on their arrival, may be found abundantly
ia the turnip ficlds, and rongregated in the moist
pastures.  They remain for a short period, and
then appear to depart still farther to the south.
We do not think that any of our real natives, and
‘Lfr Seihv has expressed the same opinion, thus
nongregate. During a severe storm, small parties
may, be seen together in the vicinity of food of
feediyg ground ; but they are attracted by a com-
mon eause, and not by that instinctive desire of
congregating together, which we perceive among
most birds which nerform extensive journeys.
The Thruah breeds early, and has frequently
two broods i m the year. The nest is built gene-
rally not very high above the ground. Ever-
greens are a favourite shelter, and the young
spriices and silver firs frequently afford it a wel-
come concealment.  Where ivy abounds it is also
often selected ; and in the want ofi any of these,

the hazel or white and black thorns are usually 7

taken as a substitute. It is composed exteriorly

with roats, strong grasses, and slender twigs mixed

with moss, and the interior is plastered smoathly
Ll
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with a tolerably thick coating of elay or moist earth

w=id cow-dung.®*  Our British Thrushes fenerally

use a proportion of elay ¢r dung to strengthen the
frame-work or sides of their hest, but none except’
the present bird use it so liberally, or make it the
substitute for the lining. It is smoothed by the
action of the bird turning roupd in <he 4nside
evidently for the purposs, a snmll'}.r action beint
employ ed by many other birds t lay close the
down or hair, or other material selected for the
lining of the nest. 'The eggs ars generally fivd,
very seldom six, in number, well known and
admired by almost all for their bright turquois-
green and clear black spots, :-contrast so beautiful
that it is scarcel§ ever 1p be resisted by thc:

young bird-nester. The male parent chntinues

his song near his mate during tle greater part of
hatehing time, but flies to her assistanee upon any
alarm; and both will attack amd endeavour to
drive off an intruder by their screams. The
femnale at first, and when dnsuspicious of danger,
allows a close approach to her nest ; and if situ-
ated in a publie place or gerdén, \\hr-;-e persons
are frequently p'lssmg. becomes & familiar and
apparentiy unconcerned speetator. In our own
garden Jaist spring, (1837,) a somewhat mngulnr
circumstance occurred.  The nedt was placed in
a common® lasrel bush, within easy reach of the
ground, and being discovered, was many times
daily visited by the younger branches of our

. Rnlti'n wooll seems to be the principal ingfedient of
the interior plaster of the nest. _Scfﬁq,
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family. It occurred ta some that the poor Thrush ‘(\—
£

would b, hungry with a seat so constant, and &
proposal'was made to supply the want. A good
deal.of diffieulty oceurred’ from the fear of dis-
turbing her, but it was at last proposed that the
food should be tied on the end of a stick ; this
was dene, and the bird equtiously approached, and
took the first offering. The stick was gradually
shortened, and.ip a few days the Thrush fed freely
from the hand until the young were half’ fledged.
After this, when, the pareat was more frequently
absent, a visit would immediately bring both male
and female, who now uttered angry cries, and
struck at the hand when brought near the nest.
This bird is frequently kept iu- confinement, and
if piieed in.a roomy cage, and kept clean, is a
tolerable songstes - It is a bird, however, which
we never like to see confined, and whose notes
in this state can never be relished if they have
been previously, listened to in its native haunts,
The upper parts of the male are yellowish
brown, on the crown and forehead tinted with
chestnut brown. -~ The quills and tail are of a
deeper tint, ind have the mm'gm!i of the cuter
webs.pale yellowish wood brown ; space between
the eyeand the bill pale buff orange, together with
the auriculars ; thz latter have eack feather marked
with umber brown, and from the claarness of the
markings, a streak of that colour stretches from
the base of the npmllu. and delmpﬁ the extent of
the plumgs covering the ears. " The throst, neck,
and breast, are rch bull' orange, having cach
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_ feather marked on the tip with broad triangular
- »spots of umber brown.  The centre of (e ‘belly,

and vent, and under tail -coverts, are pure white,

: marked with the same dark spots, which become

more searce in the miiddle, and of less size and

more oval form. The flanks are tinted with buff

orange and pale hair brown, and have the spots

lengthened and in the form of dasheés. The under

wing coverts, and base of the inner webs Dl the

) quille, are rich buff ornngc.?uf:l are marked dis-

tinctions between this avd the last-species. Ther>

is comparatively little difference between the

sexes ; a general dulness of the tints, and’a want

% of clearness in the orange and spotting of the

N Lrreast, is often al? thac is obsdrvable. Lengtl,
3 about nine inches,” Sa G

=T
L}

THE BLACKBIRD.
Aerula vulgaris. — Ray-

PLATE 1II1.

Merula vulgaris, Ry, — Tuordus mercil, Lo, —Le Merle,

ct Merle Noir, Bugfl and Temm.—Dlackvird of British
F' authors. _ ¥

With ihe Song Thrush we concluded the list
e of our Dritish species possessed of plumage gene-

. rally brown cbove, and spotted on the under
. parts, that of the two remaining birds being of
deeper colours more uniformly -disposed. The
Blackbird is equally well known, as widely dis-
tributed, and almost as great f favourite as the

)
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last. His song is Tull and deep, but has a ;:ri:ntrt"r'
monofony of tone, aund wants the clear and varied.
notes of the Song Thrusl, and we do not think
that- it is either so Srequently sung or so long
continued at a time. It is, devertheless, a better
cage bird than the other, is more sprightly in its
manness, ens:l;gb tamedh, and learns to whistle
parts of tunes, and evens to imitate the sound of

one or'two 'ﬂ.prd_-., htlt 'lhm:"h we, have often

heard the Blackbird whistle correetly the first
part of a tune, sve ngver knew perseverance able
to teach the commencement of the second part.
The Blackbird is a more skulking and shy bird
than the Thrush ; it delights more in shrubbery
and low bushes, ind exeept when singing to his
mafy we seldom see him perched aloft. When
disturbed or alasmmed, he escapes by running or
a low flight, sounfling his algrm scream as he
ﬂlcs, and when alighting raises and expands his
tail. The food is nearly similar to that of the
last, but is sought .in gardens, hedges, under the
shade and edges of copse or brushwood, and sel-

“dom in exposed "‘Tneadows or pastures; and it

pursues the Same method of obtaining the snail
of the ﬁrhr nemoralis, whicll we bave already
metftioned as observed by Mr Selby. “The nest
is built in low beshes, evergreens being preferred,
and last year we_ discovered one placed upon the
ground, ina plant.'xtmn, at the root of a young
Scotch fir tree. _The nest is rather loosely built,
with a considerable quantity of mud in the Strue-
ture of the sides; but lined internally with fine

|.J_‘_

4/;

-
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g grass, The eggs generally are bluish green,
= s blotehed with dull reddish markings, "Plilmnge
of the adult male entirely of a deep black, having
the bill and eyelids of a rich orange yellow. Iu
young birds, during” winter, although the black
colour has obtained on the whole plumage, the
bill is not of the pure dolour uptil ths braeding
time, but is more or less of an umder brown, thi
vellow gradually inercasing. Length, {fm ten
inches to ten and a halfl

The female, above is-nearly ursher brown ; the
colour darker on the wings and tail. The throat
is a dirty white, having the feathers in the centre
umber brown, which runs downwards in streaks.
e The remaining uAder pargs are’ yellowish umber
brown, darkening’in the centre, and at the ’L’ﬂ?ﬁ of
the feathers, and towards the ve=t and tail coverts,
and on the breast ginted with fufous. The hill is
umber brown tinted with the fine yellow of the
male. The young are somewhat like the female,
but have the plumage viried by darker waves
again contrasted with those of a pale yellowish
umber brown, but towards Huturon those are
thrown off, and the plain dress of the female but

many shades darkér, is succeeded.

Varieties of almost a pure white occasioaally
aceur, and from the marked con*rast to the gene-
ral eolours either in this state or when mucli pied,
is almost immediately noticed ; they sometimes
also appear of a eream colour, and when either of
this shede or pure white, in the female sex the

differences in her shades of colour are observable
VOL. 11, G
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Jirouch the structure of the feathers and a vory
-

slight vafiation of tint. 5 =

2

Ring Ouvsel, MERULA TORQUATA.— Turdus
torquatus, Linn—Le Merfe a plastron blone,
Merle a plastron, DBuff. Temm, — Ring Ousel
of Brecish authors; — Ttis Thrush, not so com-
mionly known ‘s any of shose we have already ]
noticed” from it= not being so generally distri- ,1
iuted, and only frequenting particular localities,
issa migratory =pecies in- every part of Britain,
residipg with us during the summer and secason
of inculfation, and leaving us on the approach of
winter. It frequents mountainous situations, |
extending alse to such. as’ bedr an alpine cha- -
raotdf, #Ve have noticed it on the Cumber-

Jand and Westm~reland ranges, and on all the

mountain district “in the south of Scotland ;

it is tolerably cemmon on the Pentland range,

-and we have seen it amidst the scenery where the

tale of the Gentle Shépherd is laid; we have

seen it also in many parts of the Highlands as

tar north as t:lu: Tenmore range in Sutherland-

<hire. Mr Selby mentions its occurrence on the

Cheviots, and we have records” of its présence in

the thore alpine parts of Yorkshire, l)n;h}'shirr_-,

and Wales. In Zreland Mr Thompson mentions

its ocburrence on fhe mountains in the morth-west ,

of Donegal, at Ochil Head, the Mourne moun- ¢

tains, and the Belfast range, &e.* Though by !

1o means a rare bird in these and similar locali- ¢*
* Mag. of Zool. & Bot. I1. p. 439. ]
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not sure whether the birds which arrive at onee
here come directly from abroad, or are a part of
those which assemble for a short while on the
downs of the sonth, and then take their departure
after apparently resting. I the vicinity of their
breeding places, after their young are fully
fledged, they {l-.pc-:ml to the gardens and feed on
the fruit. At this time a'so they are occasionally
seen m the Jawer districts, and frequent the
mountain ash or holly for the berries ; but in the
rorth, when returnipg ta their summer stations,
they are never séén on the lower grounds pre-
viously, but secem to hasten directly to the hills.
On many of the English « Downs,” they appear
regularly ig.small flopks and parties, both in
cotfiing -and departing, and remain, at both pe-
riods, for a week-or ten days.

Euntirely of a aull black ; ghe margins of the
feathers on the head, throat, and belly, blackish gray.

- In the female this is much more conspicuous over

the whole body. ,The wings are of a black, rather
more gray, or paler, if we may so write, and have
the edges of all tha faathers broadly margined with
gray. On thy upper part of the breast there is a
crescent-shaped pateh of pur white inthe male,
coritrasting finely with his darker plumage ; in the
female it is rather less in size and searcely so pure
in colour, and the edges of the feaghers are some-
times tinted with gray. In the young there is no
trace of the pe,;:mrnT band; the plumage is en-
tirely of a brownish black, varied abose by the
edges of the fenﬁem being wood-brown, and by




NING OUSEL, 101

. [

those covering the scapulars having a clear streak
along the shaft of yellowish white, and the feathers
of the wings arc more deeply margined with
gray. Underneath, the throat is yellowish white,
sparingly marked with brownish black, and on
the breast, belly, and yent, each feather is varied
with alternate bars of yellow's¥sghite and black-
ish brown, giving a spdited or mottled appeararice.
In the very young plumags,.the®{eathers coverinis
the scapulars have the central streak more dis-
tinet, finishing broader tewards the tip of 1.11(._
feather. The length is from ten inches to ten and.-

a half.

Our next Dritish form* “él'i be seen in the
family Oriolin,” cuntmr:*nfr many ‘Lnrds ofvery
gplendid plumage. Tt is among these that we
have the beautiful Jrena.of (ne Indian islands,
and the Sericulus of New Holland, while the
members of the typieal genus; distributed over
the old world, are clethed in®brilliant yellow,
broken and interrupted b} bald markings of deep
black. In form, the true ‘__'l_i}rmjes are rather
strongly made, and all * possess <onsiderable
powers of flight. A minute accoirt of the habits
of any “species is still wanted, and we only know
that they frequent countries moderately wpoded,
appear in small' flocks when theseason of incuba-
tion has passed, feed on soft insects, ecaterpillars,
fruits and berries, and display considerable care
in the structure”and mechanisns of their nest.
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Oriorus, Linn.— Gencrie eharacters. — Bill
atmiéht, haoked at the tifs, distinetly notehed;
depressed and rather wide at the base, rictus
with very fine bristles j, wings with third
quill longest, first two graduated; tarsus
short, feet rather weak, toes united at the
: base.— Grfrl:-‘, Grallnfa,

Zurope, Asia, Africa. b 1

Oriolxs bicolor,..

3 THE GOLDEN ORIOLE. ‘
:ﬂrr‘n.!:x galbule. —Lrss. :

PLATE 1V.=2 f

ﬂriullfl‘! golbula, Linn. — Golden Thrush, Golden Oriole ""1

of Zritish ornithologists. /

_ »

The Golden, ot Eurcpean Oriole, to which a /C
much more extensive geographieal range has [
been assigned thin what really belongs to jt, is |/
the only species ywhich Las any claim to a place |
in the British Fanna, and that is only in the cha- | / .‘
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racter of a rare straggler, seen generally in epring
or autumn, as if the birds had been Uriven, or
had wandered from the regular course of their
migration; one or twd instances only are
mentioned of their having bred in this country,
which may have taken place under circumstances
entirely fortuitous. I].'u'mg summet, tlfe south
of Europe seems to Le the strunglmhl of this
beautiful species, Slrﬂf*fr'lnj," nowtiward 1'.0 Great,
Britain and as far as Sweden, abounding during
the season of incubation ein the islands of The
Mediterranean, where they assemble in their,
passage from Northern Africa, but how far they
extend on that n:untment. ror_how far they pass
the Asiatie line, “we do mot Lthwrs The species
so frequently received from the Confinent anid
islands of India is distingt, wid so also is that
from Southern ansl Western Africa; s in both, the
black between the rictus and the eye passes
through it over the auriculars, as we have endea”
voured to represent in a woadeut of O. bicalar,
in the opposite page. In our Dritish bird it
stretehes only to the eye. * .

The nest has been stated byreome writers to
be of a ;cngthcnml and suspended structure, but
there seems to have been a good deal of unecer-
tainty regardinly this point, alfhough in France
there apfiears no great difficulty in procuring the
egrs,  From the vignette given by Mr Yarrell,®
drawn from a nést in the colleation of the Zoolo~
gical Soeicty, it is of the ordinary round shape,

* History of British Birds,
L3

-
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but is placed in the horizontal cleft of a branci,

and ench%ide is included in she substance of the="

sides of the nest. The structure, moreover, has
the appearance of beinly delicate and careful. The
eggs are of a beautiful elear white, relieved by deep
black spots, most numerous on the thicker end.
lhc“*pm.unuls which. have been obtained in
th's ‘country have been mll taken at uncertain

intervals ; but-being_a bird of such marked

plumage, the occurrence of one is generally
héard of. It tckes -placs generally about the

_ time of migration; and in corroboration, we

have it remarked by Mr Couch,® that it oceasion-
ally alights on the fishing boats. In Scotland,
we have very few instances of its capture, Mr
Selby mentions that his drawings were made
from two specimins in the Edinburgh Museum,
shot near the Pentland Hills In Ireland, My
Thompson has racorded five different instances.
The body ef the adult male is clear and
brilliant yellow ; the wings, and the space between
the bill and I;J:E eye, deep black ; the quills are
edged, and tipped with yellowish white, which
sometimes extands to the tips of the secondaries ;
the tips of the feathers forming the spurigus quills
are of the same yellow with the body, forming a
:rmn"ulnr spot ¢7 that colour when the wing is
eImrd; the two. centre feathers-c® tlie tail are
entirely black, those on each side black only at
the base, the tips vellow, which*colour increases
in extent towards the outside, the lest” quill
* Fauna of Corowall,
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iaving only about a third of its basal length Llack.

s ] he female above is of a yellowish-greeny ghading

on the sides of the neck and breast into yellow-
ish-white, which covers sll the uader parts,
becoming pale yellew on the flanks and under
tail eoverts, and nearly pure white in the centre
of the belly, in all r._lu.'{cd with narrogv bgownish
streaks along the "-Im,!‘t of edeli™ feather, [Itu~
black mark between the rictus_ and the n}u is
indicated by ash gray ; thé fings are brownish-"
black, shaded with q;,ll grﬂ},,nnd a tmge wof
}eltu“nh-gremi on the greater covers, ]1.:.'-|n"
the quills edged with a hrnnder margin of grayish- *
white ; the tail is yellowigh-green at the base,
becoming graduatly d&rkgr tofvards _the junetion
with the yellow, where it is almost blackPthe
distribution of the yellow is neprly similar to that
in the male, but the dark” extends on the outer
webs nearer the tips, and causgs the separation
of the colours to appear more irrggular. .

SYLVIADM» ® .

We mext enter a family of “snaller species,
abounding in numbers, and extremely interesting,
whether we rggard the modifications of- their
form, or,the manner in which many of them
become rﬂm’lldrltﬂd and associated with man in
his outdoor ocgupations. " A very great propor-
tion -of our native members are mngmtur}r, and
they cha.nge, during the spring and " summer
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months, the ornithvlogical character of our grovis
and forests, by their che ~‘rt‘u[ notes or mord_s
soothing melody, while thev, at the same time,
olace an important check on the ravages ol the
various insects which are then bursting forth in
great praf_‘usiun.

Tn Mr Swainson's arrangement of the Sylviadae,
the following tible will u\lpblt uur British genera,
:lml the numbers in L:mh.

AT-FAMILIES.

* Apresliae, o EL TR TN Eyledanr. Flervsnr. Aled pralfamer,
Faniewln 2, FPhaialiumn 3. Malisogphilb ). Parii 7. Bailyten 2.

Erighads i, Thilomels 1. Sylvia L Aceester F. Maasills 2,
L™ Fogulus 3 Anthus 4.

-~

TZE SAXICGLINAE, OR STONE CHATS,

This sub-family in the British list contains, as
our table points out, only twd genera, and four
species, the typical Stone Chats, and our well
known bird, tlic Robi-t Red-breast. The first
are all natives of the old world, frequenting the
wilder solitary moerlands, the wastes and exten-
sive downs“aud commons of Britain, the steppes
nf Eastern Lu"ﬂpe, or the deserts of Africa and
Asic rendering them almost more desolate from
assocmtions produced by their monotonous elick
or note, or breaking the stillness I}} their fre-
quent short flight from stone to stone, or from
one tall plant to anotiier. The colours of their
plumage are sombre and unobtrusive, but-they
are blended in a pleasing arrangement of gray or
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vellowish, and reddish-browns, while white is

s—pften very conspicunus about the rump and tail,

antl is somelimes strongly contrasted with black,
or some tark tinl on those parts.  In most couns
tries we believe thd species arc migratory, or
partially so 5 and the plumage undergoes a change
during the breeding sejson to very darkebrown
or black in those parte which, in® their genergl
tlress, exhibit the deepest rSh:'ﬂr“'." The Tood is,
chiefly insectivorous, it is taken from the ground,
very seldom during Aight; and thus it i that we
always sce the birds ocqupying the spmmit of a
tall plant, the topmost twig of a bush, of the top .
of a stake or riling, wherce they can survey
the ground aroufid them, and make a dart on
such inseets as come within their view. « Twd of
our species migrate, appearing éa spring, and dis-
appearing again akout the sagie period with our
other summer visitants. The third species
migrates only partially, a few pairs remaining*
stationary on the moors or commons during
winter. Their nidification is on the ground, in
holes, or at the root of some 16w hti:h, the colout'
of the eggs green, or bluish-green,,

Saxicbra, Pechstein.— Bill straight, advancing
on the forehead, dilated at the fmsc, uliﬁhﬂy
bent at the tip, faintly but distinetly notehed ;
rictis fernizhed with weak bristles; wings
moderate ; first quill very short, third, fourth,
and fifth eyual and longest; tail even, or
slightly rounded ; farsi long, lateral toes
slightly unequal, elaws wejk.

i‘r"r.-!c.—Eurupg, Asin, Alrica, New Holland.
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Saricolz ananthe. —DBrensTEN.
o~ r PLATE V.
: Em-.im'l; coenanthd Deghatein. — Motacilla eenanthe, Linn.
— Bylvia ananthe, Loth. — Vitafora cenanthe, Steph.
&— Progincially Wheatzear, Fallowsmith, White-tail, or
White-rump.

Tuis clean, and tathe ornithologist, interesting
bird, is one gf our earligst summer visitants, some-
tini® appearing even when the ground is whitened
with the last spew showers of spring. It is a
common species, and extends from the Land's
End to Cape Wrath, reaching northward to the

- Hebrides. It abounds in the downs and warrens
of the south, on the Fwer ranges of sea coast
around our islands, and in nearly all the pastoral
districts of Seotland. In the latter it airives in
the first week of March, and spends the Lreeding
season, flitting from stone t§ stone, from one
risifig ground to another, or in a district where
stoné walls form the enclosures, flitting before
the traveller, and appearing to fall, as it were, on
the opposite side of the wall, when starting to
resume its flight, It ‘breeds in holes, under and
among rocks and stones, in the'burrows of rabbits,
even occasionally® in those scraped by the Sand

>
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_\k"ﬁ‘lartin. in old walls and in quarries, :m:l we
have found the nest.in the rents or splitsof dry
peat mosses. The nest is built aceording Lo the
form of the hole, and is composed of fine grassed,
with a little lining®of wool or hair. The eggs
are of a pale verditer green. The food, during
its residence in Britain, is composed of <insécts,
On the coast the small mollusea f the wnrrgzs
are fed upon.

The colours of the adult l}ll.‘(].‘!- blend and har-"

monize beauntifully togetheg, andsare at the same
time very contrasted. The forehead, and a stripe f
above the eyes, are white ; the space between the

! bill and the eyes, the auriculars, the wings, one-
third of the outer® tail l"Laters, nmlntlu: whole of
the pair in the centre, are deep black ; the s€on-
daries, quills, and coverts, being edged with a
pale brown, or beownish-white. These decided
markings relicve the pale and- delicate bluish-
gray of the head and bagk, whichk is still farthers
broken by the pure white of the base of the tail and
its coverts, which form a beautiful l__bil.l'ld, appear-
ing very conspicuous during ffight, gnq] presenting
a characteristic mark in the distribution of the
colourirflz of the whole genus. The under parts are
pale chestnut-brown, becoming paler towards the
vent. In the female the colours are less clear,
and are marked with more brown. In the young
birds the tips of the feathers are brown, and the
dark markings dre indistinet, the pale colours of
the adges of the feathers of the wings. broader,

{ * Hewitson. .e
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and the breast is marked with narrow dark bars.
We Lave not been able to procure specimens of
this bird in its winter dress; but from what we
know of some others, we suppose that the
black markings which are so prominent in its
high breeding plumage, scen on its arrival in
Dritain; become in winter more subdued from
tha lelrgthe:iﬁlﬁru“n tipsof the feathers. These
fall off "as spricg a vanees, and allow the deep
tint to be seen unsullied ; the same oceurs witl
the gray. portion of the bezek, which is supposed
“ 10 be more or less tinted with brown.

The other species of Dritish Saxicole differ
slightly in their habits “from the last. They fre-
quent districts covered gvith low barren brush, or
whin and broom, and are less frequently seen on
the ground, except when in the very act of taking
their prey. Fhey build about ghe roots of brush,
large tufis of grass, &e.

N G

Tine WiixcuaT, SAXICOLA RUBETRA. -— Jo-
tacilla ribetra, Linn. — Sylvia rubetra, Lath. —
Whinchat of British awthors. — This is the most
common of ous next {wo hirt];s, and is also the
most familiar, approaching near (o cul"lu.;tmu,
and in some districts and seasons occurring in
immense abundahce. DLxtensive’ commons and
wild pasture lands, the edges of a muirland dis-
trict and some of our large parks and chases, are
favourite resorts for this bird, and they are some-
times so numerous as to appear to keep up @n inees-
sant motion, by their flitting from one tall bush 1o
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anothier, uttering, at the same time, their upvary-
ing clicking wote, vhich has given them their
provincial name. When the young are newly
hatched, or rearing, this anxiety is very marked ;
but at other times, a few short and not unpleasing
notes are uttered, whilg on its perch, or when
fluttering over the bushes; or tall herbacéons plants.
They have also the samé manner of flitting. befove
a person, dog, or any disliked irender, with the-
lust described species; but when having con-
veyed them to a safe distancs, thes return; by ofle
or two lengthened flights, to their usual haunt.
The erown, cheeks, and_vent, are brownish-
black, each f‘cathcr broadly mapgined with ochre
yellow 5 from the nostrils, over, cith r*u:.&mi
above the aurieular feathers, runs a white streak ;
and on the sides of the neck, apd on the scapulars
there are white patelies, the latter coMrasting with
the pure black which covers the shoulders., The
wings and tail are brownish-black, the feathers
of the former edged with ochraceous, and the
feathiers of the latter, except the. two in'the,
centre, being white at the bise, that mark which
runs lhroubh many of the membdrs of this sub-
family ; t.!m shaft of the feather runsalong each,
conspicuously black. The chin i is white, but the
throat, breast, aid flanks, are pale orange-Lirown,
shading into White on the bellyy vent, and under
tail coverts. T he female has more of the ochra-
ceoud tint on the upper parts 3 the shoulders are
blackishZbrown, and want the white patehs; and
the tail does not exhibit the wifte band so dis-

-
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tinetly. The brownish-orange marks the breast
only, andl is of a paler tint than in the male ; the
other lower parts are dull yellowish-white, tinted

on the tlanks slightl¥ with orange-brown. The
general length of' the species is from four to five
inches. 1
y s e
) 2

L

THE STowEZCHAT, SAXICOLA RUBICOLA,
Bechst. — Motacilla rubicola, Linn.— Saricola
riibicola;, Stonethat, of British authors. — Some
. Stonechats-reside with us during the whole year,
a portion, at the same time, arriving and depart-
ing at the usual semsons of Spl‘ll'l"‘ and autumn,
either from *fhe, Continent, or" by performing a
partial figration from other parts of our own
island, It is a sfiecies not nearly so abundant as

either of the#preceding, and frequents localities of

a more wild and sceluded eharacter, extensive
- whin covers, the skirts;of muirland districts, or
the vicinity of the ﬁmst, where whin or brushwood
_prevail. It i s generally seen in pairs, except im-
wediately after hreed‘ing, and flits belore the visi-
ter to its territory, alighting, like the uthers. on
the_tops of.the cover, and uttering a yote more
closely resembling the knocking together of two
stones than eithér of the precediflg, using a gentle
jerk or motion of the wings at the samé time. It
builds generally nearsthe root of gome low bush,
constructing the nest of grass "and moss, lined
with the finer grasses, and a few hairs. The egus
are pale greenish muf,f'p cckled with reddish brown.
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In distribution, it is pretty generally diffased in

~ guitable localities over Britain and Ireland, reach-

ing northward to Sutherland * and the Hebrides.+
On the Continent, glso, it is not uncommon, mi-
grating in some parts. Cut of Eurupn it has
been seen at Smyrna, & the !}ukhuu in India, §
]:1p1n.[|, Senegal,¥ and in southarm=Africa.** The
specitens, however, w fiich we have received frdm

the latter country seem tosvary in some respects. -

This range may be considered as one of the mgst
extensive shewn by our British birds, “and the

authorities we have mentioned are in generai con- *

sidered of high respectability.

The male in spmmer ha$ tke head and throat
black, the back of the sime colour, havingethe
feathers edged with yellowish brown ; wings and
tail black ; sides of the neek, apper parts of the
wings and rump, white ; breast and flanks orange-
brown, shading into yellowish- w}nte an the belly.
In winter, the feathers*pf the fiead and throat
assume yellow tips, and appear brown, and on the
back the yellow edges also Jengthen. In the
female, during summer, the Black part are brown,
and the white is less in extent ; thé breast is yel-
lowish-bsown. The young above are browsish-
black, the centre of each feather marked in a trian-
gular form with 'r;-ruwnl~th=yclluw The white
portion of thé rump is reddish-brown ; the under
surface is entirely yellow |$Ii-brown, waved on the
breast with umber-brown.

* Belby, d t M'Gillivray. 1 Ssrickland. f{, Sykes,
| Temmineck. % Swainson. ** Viillant and Smith.

VOL. II. . 1
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The genus Erythaca, or Robins, placed next to --t(
the Stonechats, has as yet, we believe, had only
one species characterized as belonging to it, the
corresponding extra Europear forms bearing other
titles.

EnyTHACA, 8Swzinson— Generic characters.— 1
Bil! strong, depressed at the base ; tip obso-
letely notelied ; =ictus weakly bristled ; wings 1

graduated, fourth quill longest, first rather
short ; tarsi rathhr long; feet formed for
keing dn the ground ; claws not much bent.
. rubecula. -
Note—Form comapact, rether.robust ; plumage
osather 1dose: Eufbpe, Africa occasionally ;
hiabits social. -
<

THE ROBIN, O/ REDBREAST.
f::ry.t:i'tuc;: rubecula. — SwAlNsSON.

e YIGNETTE.
-t .
Motacilla rubeculs, Lina. — Sylvia rulmculuf: Lath, —
Erjthaca rubecula, Swainson. — Redbreast, or Robin

of British authors .
v 5 & - —
Tue eommon Robin, or Redbreast, has been i
» . - ‘-’
so frequently described, and has been the subject
i

of so many aneedaes from the time of the ublica-
tion of the # Babesof the Wood,” until that of the ¢

et

works of 1250, that we shall confine our gbserva-
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tions to a few remarks on its form and habits.
A marked peculiarity in the manners of this
bird is its familiarity. A constant attendant on
the works of man, it follows him during his out
of door avocations, and enters his dwellings, as
if conscious of the general feeling with which it
is beheld, and unsuspicious of| the possibility of
being entrapped.-by the closing of his dpors or
windows. This may be reepun.ed for both by
a disposition to sociality with mankind and cul-
tivation, undoubtedly innale to many tribes of
creatures, and particularly to the ruminantia and
the rasores, which this hjpd, in its own ecircle,
will partly represent, and it may be also attracted
by the prospeet Of food which. iustinet tegghes
will be found in his vicinity. Certain it is,
however, that the woodman, labouring 1 the
most secluded forest, where scarcely a moving
thing is visible, will soon perceive a Iobin,
perhaps a pair, cautiously approaching by short
flights and uttering their single watch-note, and
which, if unnoticed and undjsturhed, will soon
take up a position within a few,, yards, occa-
sionally flitting down to gather the insecls or
worms glisturbed by his operations upon,. the
matted ground. When the weather becomes
severe, many are drawn towards our honses,
entering for warmth and to collect food. At
first they are wary and watchful, but if unmo-
lested, and allowedl a free egreas, they will take
up their abode in a room or lobby for a month

at a time, selecting a roostivg place on the
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cornice or on some curtain top, warbling their
song wheh the day is clear; or the fire burns
brightly, and in every way secming at ease and
in confidence with the‘inmates.

During the breeding season, they seem equally
to live either in company or retirement ; for while,
at this time, we shall find many in our woods and
plentations placing their west under some broken
hank, or supporsed by some break or hole in the
trunk of a tree, rearing their young on the food
which neture has supgliedrand singing the song
in complete seclusion; we shall find as many
around our gardens and out-houses, gaining their
sustenance with the poultry, building their nest
in the very midst of bustle and‘fhbour, and hatch-
ing their family amidst all the motion and noise.
Garden houses ard tool sheds, the green-house,
holes in the walls, and above,all, the inside of
saw pits are in their turn chosen. We scarcely
recollect one of sthose old-fashioned sunk sawpits
built on the sides with dry stones, MOoss-grown
with time, and margined with a split log, that
did not possess its LRobins, quietly sitting, while
the men wrought, often within the distance of a
yard. Sawmills, and . the structures ' of the
modern time, are sadly deficient in convenience
for the inmates of the forest or grove.

In its habits, the Robin is naturally solitary or
lives in pairs. It is arboreal, though at the same
time a great part of its food is taken on the ground,
the gracs or leaves being turned over by the
bill, but the nesessity for which is often pre-

|
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vented, as we remarked, by the operations of the
woodman or gardéner. During summier, in re-
tired situations, the food is in a great measure
composed of insects and their larvae ; indeed, it is
similar to that of the Sylvianm, with the excep-
tion that earth worms, small slugs, and mollusea,
are also sought for and eaten.,, Not@withStanding
the favour in which the Robin is held, his dis-
position is not of the Iﬂll[Ll‘.‘aI, chosacter. He will
drive intruders of his own size from the vicinity
of his nest ; he will fight with other small birdS if
placed in confinement with them. In a house in =
winter, he will take and keep his particular
station, and obstinate numlmta may frequently be
witnessed, when® one insrudes ,orz -the range of
another, or attempts to share any limitéd deposit
of food. . +

The Robin is sery ge:leralIy distributed over
the mainlands of Britain, becoming less frequent
towards the south, and disappearmg in very alpine”
distriets. In the northern islands, it also almost
dmnppmrs, and in Shetland i Is migratory, which_
is probably the commencenrent of the range where
it begins to be a temporary resilent only. In
the norlhern countries of Eumpe, it continues
only -:Iunng summer, arriving I:nrly, and bung
late in departure. In the south®of Europe again,
it is stationery through the ygar, but we have
been unable to trace its extent of range in this
direction. It has been noticed at Sm}*rnn, and
in Northern Africa.

The crown and upper parts dacp yellowish oil

-
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cornice, or on some curtain top, warbling their
song when the day is clear; or the fire burns
brightly, and in every way sceming at ease and
in confidence with the inmates.

During the brecding season, they seem equally
to live either in company or retirement ; for while,
at this vime, weshall find-many in our woods and
plentations placing their rest under some broken
hank, or supporixd hy some break or hole in the
trunk of a tree, rearing their young on the food
which nzture has supplied, and singing the song
in complete seclusion; we shall find as many
around our gardens and out-houses, gaining their
sustenance with the poultry, building their nest
in the very midst of bustle and- hbuur, and hatch-
ing their family amidst all the motion and noise.
Garden houses ard tool sheds, the green-house,
holes in the walls, and above-all, the inside of
saw pits are in their turn chosen. We scarcely
recollect one of«those old-fashioned sunk sawpits
built on the sides with dry stones, moss-grown
with time, and margmed with a split ]Dg, that
did not possess its Robins, quietly sitting, while
the men wrought, often within the distance of a
yard. Sawmills, and .the structures of the
modern time, are sadly deficient in convenience
for the inmates of the forest or gmva.

In its habits, the Robin is naturally solitary or
lives in pairs. It is arboreal, lhuugh at the same
time a great part of its food is taken on the ground,
the grazs or leaves being turned over by the
bill, but the necessity for which is often pre-
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vented, as we remarked, by the operations of the
woodman or gardéner. During summer, in re-
tired situations, the food is in a great measure
composed of insects and their larvme ; indeed, it is
similar to that of the Sylvianm, with the excep-
tion that earth worms, small slugs, and mollusea,
are also sought for and eaten.. \utmlhatnndmg
the favour in which ithe Robin is held, his dis-
position is not of the mildest character. He will
trive intruders of his own size from the vicinity
of his nest ; he will fight with other small bird$ if
placed in confinement with them. In a house in.
winter, he will take and keep his particular
station, and obstinate combats may frequently be
witnessed, when® one infrudes or -the range of
another, or attempts to share any limitéd deposit
of food. 2y - "

The Robin is yery generally distributed over
the mainlands of Britain, becoming less frequent
towards the south, and disappearfg in very alpine”
districts. In the northern islands, it also almost
disappears, and in Shetland i is migratory, which
is probably the commencenrent of the range where
it begins to be a temporary resislent only. In
the nm’Lhern countries of Eumpe, it continues
only durmg summer, arriving early, and bl:lng
late in departure. In the south®of Europe again,
it is stadonery through the year, but we have
been unable to trace its extent of range in this
direction. It hhs been notieed at &mymn., and
in Northern Africa.

The crown and upper parts deep yellowish oil

.
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green ; quills \cl!muslt brown on their outer
webs, ditker on the innery having the tertials
and coverts tipped with pale orange; forchead,
regidn of the eyes, thfoat, and upper part of the
breast, gall stone yellow, approaching to reddish
orange, and separated from the oil green of the
u‘pﬁer parte by a parrow Lamlm-* of bLluish gray,
which s!mﬂ'es into the former, and nearly encireles
_dhe lower partesf the_reddish breast; the belly
“and vent are yellowish while, rising into brownish
white ow the flanks ; the- thighs are oil green.
". The fpmalejs not so brightly or distinctly marked.
The young, in their first plumage from the nest,
are entirely of a yellawish oil green, without any
trace of the pexd breast, gach feafher being spotted
near the” tip witls pale orange, or pale chestnut
brows. The red=on the breast gradually makes
its way with the autumnal moult, and specimens
in October may be procured in the partial

" change. " A

-

The next sub- -family is that of the philomeline,
“s0 named f[um tlie mightingale, philomela, being
presumed to gxhibit the typical characters of a
small group, arboreal in their habits, and’ remark-
ablé for a melodious, and very powerful song.
Between two of “the prineipal genera, philomelea
and eurruca, the distinctions seens scarcely yet
to be rightly understqod, and require more close
observation ; as if is, however, we have kept them
apart, separating also from both as a sub- -genms,
Mr Selby’s saligaria, or reed warblers, which

L

1
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appear to us very warked both in form and in
habits. Phenicura naturally leads from the
Ilobins, and as, in the last sub-family, we saw an
arboreal form, allied to tha Nightingale wazblers,
so among these have we the Redstart, blending
into the habits of the Saxicolw. They feed on
fruits as well as upon insects. N A s
(]

i i

Pu@nNicuna, Swainson. — Generic character.
— Bill straight, rathed slender, depressed,
and rather dilateq at the hase; rigtus with

weak bristles; wings with the first quill -

very short, the third and fourth nearly equal
and longest; tarsi ‘rdther lengthened, and
with the feet slender, * ..

Types, ph. ruticilla, atrata. w '
Note.—Europe, India. Tail,zencrally coloured
red or rufous. e,

= S

Cosymox REDSTART—PHENRICURA RUTICI LLAy
Swainson. — Ruticilla, Will. Iay. — Sylvic
phenicura, Lath. — Motacillke pfrftm'cum. Linn.
— Redstart, Redtail of British ,qhtﬁurs. — This
clean @nd chastely coloured bird is of local
distribution,.and except in some of the southern
counties of England, it can scareely be cailed of
common ., oggurrence. It extends, nevertheless,
to the northern parts of Scotland, and over the
width of the mainland nm;.;ianlt_ll pairs may gene-
rally be met with§ in one or two districts it is
plentiful, but in others, as remarked by Mr Selby,

Sy
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it has disappeared 1\:l!mut apparent cause, unless
from hedges occupying the place of stone walls
and in greater attention being paid to the man-
agenrent of woods. At frequents the skirts of
woods and plantations, particularly those of con-
siderable age, the vicinity of old gardens and
orcliards, aad extensne j::lrlu_-, where there are
sligdes for cattfs, dnd bourding walls rather in a
state of nEglch-_nnrl whem the trees have been
allowed to find their" own decay; in the holes of
thése, and sometimes jn banks, it places its rather
loosely constructed nest, and remains during the
period of incubation almost close to the spot.
They are found in pairs together, and from their
quick, but silent "and deltberate motions, they
givé® an impression of solitariness. The male
generglly perches on some standing out branch
of a hedge or bush, Shaking its tail with a peculiar
treml:hng motion, and when disturbed, flits or
Zalls, as it were, and flies Jrapidly along the edge
of the cover, to some otiier suitable resting-place.
In this it reminds us of the kind of flight pre-
valent among | ‘the Buxicolie, often like them seek-
ing a screen by flying on the side of the enclosure
away from the observer. The spot chesen for
the fiest is another point of resemblance. The
song 1s low toned and sweet, but not of much
compass. Fruoits and berries are eaten as well as
insects. The latter are occasionally taken on the
wing, hy an e:{:ﬂpm:l from the perch, somewhat
similar tq, the manner of the Spotted Flycatcher.
On the middle gnd southern parts of the Con-

-
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tinent of Europe, from all accounts, it is generally

.._-;prua.d, apparently 4n greater numbers than in

Britain. It occurs also more sparingly in the
northern European eountries, extending to Nor-
way and Sweden, and reaches also to Siberia,
but we have no record of it beyond the Asiatic
frontier.  Temminek includes it amony ihe
Japauese birds. TR S e

THE TITHYS REDSTART.
Plrnicura tithys. — JARDINE AND SeLay.

-
»

&
. -[‘LNTE"'-’I. 2

- -

Motacilla tithys, Linn,—Sylvia tithys and Gibraltariensis,
Lath. — Phaenicura tithys, Jgrd, tmd Selby. — Tithys
Redstare of British authors,

Mr Gould first added this Europgan species as an
oceasional visitant, to our Fauna in 1829, Since,
a few specimens in different localities, chiefly
southern, have occurred, and ' has® hl!ﬂt at least -
once met with in Ireland. In the, lmrlhern parts
of England, or in Scotland, however, it has not
yet occurred.  In the north of Europe, it is Ulso
recorded as rare,-but increases in xumbers towards
the south, avhgre it remains during the year. On
the Continent, it is a suminer "bird of passage,
and it ‘is curiows that most of the specimens
obtairfed.in this country were procured either in
the depth of winter, or late in® autumn. Thus,

"
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Mr Gould's specimen was got in October, obe =
near Bristol in December, agd another in Df—‘"”',’: o~
shire in January. In its habits it is said to
resemble the last spacies, frequenting rocky de-
files, and being rather abundant in mountainous
districts, breeding in clefis of rocks, or in walls,
even frequenting villages, and using the crevices
in the buildisgs=as nestling places. Temminck
gives the Morea, and Mr Serickland the bare
"rocky hills near Smyrna, as portions of its range.
The food also Eonﬁists of lherrins, fruits, or inseets.
The sohg is clear, bt not extensive, and it has a
call hote, utiered as it moves from place to place.
In all it is more allicd-to the Stonechats than the
Inst, ¥ Bd .

In the male, ihe chin, throat, sides of the neck, HL‘
and breast, shading into bluish gray on the belly, =
and having the lower feathers of the black mar-
gined with the same colour. The head and back are

_ dark bluish gray, shaded into the black of the neck.
The quills are blackisk gray, having the greater
covers and tertials margined with grayish white.
The centre Hail ({=athers are umber brown, the
others, withr the rump and upper tail coverts,
orange red. “The female has the whele of the
bocy of a yellowish gray colour, the fuills and
secondaries of a deeper shade, margined with
pale yellowish h?own 5 the under tn.il coverts pale
orange; the tiil the same colour as in the .
male," 5 g . |
o . % R
* Ilustrations of Ornithologe, Deserip. to pl. LXXXV., A

- 1
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x. »~.  THE BLrue-turoarep Repstant — Pligy,.

CURA - suEcicA. — Motacilla swecica, Linn, —
Sylvia suecica, Fagh.— Phenieura suecica, S«lby,
—Blue-throated Hedstare, and Blue-throated
Warbler of British authors, — This interesting
bird elaims to be g stiil rarer visitant than the
last, two instances only’ of its "Capture being re-
corded. The ophk on Ncwcustlg:_ Town muir:'
the other in Dorsetshire.t * Gn the Continent it
is generally diffused, but not abundantly, excent
in a few localities. It migrates from the south
northward as far as Russia, Siberia, and the
northern parts of Sweden>

Aecording to Temminck,} there are two very
distinet varieties of this bird, he seems slmos* to
think species. In the centre of the blue throat,
there is in one a_spot of*silvery white, in the
other of rufous red, — the last confined to the
north, and supposed to be the truge 8. sweciea of
Linnaus, the other found'in the southern distriets,
and for which, if proved distinet, he proposes
(following Meyer) the trivial reme of cyanceula,
We cannot enter as we woulid wish into this sub-

Jeet, from the want of sufficient specimens of

cach varfety. It is possible that it may be depen-
dent on the age of the birds, and that the ‘pure
colonr, as_in a few species, may not appear for

E Syr!o!wils of Neweastle Museum, p- 208,
' Naturalist, vol” ji. p. 975, Yareell British Birds, i
p- 234, . .

upplement, i. p. 143.

%

*
"



124 BLUE-THROATED REDSTART.

some years; yet, if Temminck be correet, the =
differenge in their range s against this, and the-g
probability is, that two species are still con-
“founded, and that a strict comparison will deteet
more differences than the eoloyr of the pectoral
Spot.  The British specimens a] possess the white
*Pat, and, would stand %s P, cyanecula, Meyer,
From the accBui®s whicl, Mr Yarrel] quotes from
ir Hay's obsgrvations, the manners of the Blue-
*" throated Redstart afe tore akin to the Robins thay,
tp the §tanecbgu, being more arboreal in habits,
and frequenting, during the breeding” season,
" “low swampy grounds, on the woody borders of
boggy heaths, ang @7the banks of streams run- i‘
ning thrnug_llz.wet“spriggy'menduws, where there >
is mbundance of alder and willow underwood,"”
Again, « the nestis placed on the ground among
planfs of the bog nfyrtle, iré places overgrown
with coarse 8Tass, on the sides of sloping banks,
- in the bottom of stubs of serubby brushwood in
wet situations ;” and he"adds, « [ do pot believe
they ever build in holes of trees = Its manner of
«living, alsg, *js ¥ery different from either the
Stonechats”or Redstarts, ang altogether jt forms
a gradual hlenr.lmg Or passage to the typical
songster warblers, comprising jts sib-family.
Perlaps the begutifi) ﬁfamm?fa.mﬁapr, bandied -
about from Motacilla, Sylvia, Acegntor, Phooni. e
cura, and at last” jnto Caliope, Gould, when its
habits are better known, will shew o still* farther
gradation, and Tt dges Not seem at all pnlikely,
e anrcrl: British Birds, i, p, 235,
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also, that our present bird may one day ere long
$>be removed to g sub-genus, standing “near (o
Pheenicura. In the male, the « crown of {he
head is mnhcr-hruwu_; feathiers at the byse of the'
bill, and eye streak, yellowish-white ; upper
p]umngu imir—hrm-.'n, tinged with gray, with the
margin of the wing-coverts an Seapulars f::tle-'r;
chin, throat, and Apper® part or the breast, rich
azure blue, with » central spot &7 silky white ; -
the lower margin of the blye being bounded by a
narrow gorget of black, which i sueceeded by
another of reddish-brown i abdomen, and under
- tail CovVerts, d:rt}' white, or ilmlining to smoky
' gray; tail, with two middle feathers, hair-brown ;
the rest having the basal half uraugt‘-hrmrn.":_.

The female has tho chin and throat white,
surrounded with deep browpish*black, each fea-
ther having g pale margin; a streak of azure
extends from each side of the lower angle of -the
maxilla, and the upper past of the breast has the
crescent of azure bounded beneatl with blackish
brown, and g slight tinge of reddish,,

In a specimen having the tufous pateh on the
breast, the auriculars are tinted - with rufous,
and above the eye streak there is another of dark
umber-brown ; the dark parts of the tail are deep
brownish black. y

-

The genera Plilomela and Curruen, as we
previously observed, are very elosely allied to
each other, both are woodland in their habits,

Selby, 1. p: 196,
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and both possess great melody of song. The
first, however, is more frequently seen upon the
ground. The feet are more adapted for walking,
and the alliance with the Rgbins of the last sub-
family, is consequently greater than that of
Curruca, which scarcely. or ever alights on the
gruund "Ths gl of the latter is also more de-
pressed and dilated at the base, more formed for

-~ seizing a trulyTnsogteprey.

" PHipONELA] Swainsoft. — Generic cfpracrers
-— Bitl straight; culmen rounded, tip emar-
glnnmd and slightly bent; wings with the
first quill vgry short, third Iungcst tarsi

o Tather*fong, and m]aptr:r] for walking or
hopping, as well as perching. P. luscinia, _
"Stmmsan. ];urppn.

=
= Phifomela,

1
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THE NIG IITI‘SG ALE.
Philemela liscinia.—SwaiNsox.

PLATE VIL

Motacilla luscinia, Will. Lisn. — SyWia Tuscinia, Lath. -
Philomelh luscinia, Swain, Selly, 7
nw

Tris far-famed songster has been alike celg-
brated by historians and pocts. We have never
yet enjoyed the treat of its midnight mysie, for
the lfood or elimate of Nosth. Britain seems hith-
erto unfavourable to its existense: and not even
the perseverance of Sir JOhn Sinclair has been
able to naturalize it to our colder soil; never-
theless, we can conceive the pawer of its melody
swelling on the Lilmy breeze of evening, or
poured forth during the stillness of night. There
is little else attractive about thé bird, for its
manners are shy, and its dress unobtrusive. In
some parts of the south of England; the Night-
ingale appears to be far from uncomman, but at
the same, time it is very local in' distribution.
On the gastern side of the island, it scaresly
reaches York for its northern demarkation, while
on the western side it is said to have extended to
Carlisle. It does not visit Wales, and has not
yet been heard or seen in any part of Scotland or
Ireland, but on the Continent it i3 said to extend

as far north as Russia and Sweden. This country
~is visited for the purposes of incabation, and on
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any of our other warblers, the last excepted, and
when in full song, it is a delightful addition to
our summer songsters.  As with all the others,” it
is thg voice of the male, previous to pairing, or
holding converse with the female during the time
of incubation, in which he also partially assists.
When | this is completed, the song becomes
hroken, the wielvly gragually ceascs, and .we
hear orly the usual call notes. “Either are easily
interrupted ; and a zlizht noise, or the intrusion
of,a stranzer, 1.1.111 induce silence, and the bird
will remove itself gradually and quietly to the
closer parts of the thicket, or having gained the
edge of a more 1|.m|1"'d".shruhhﬂ:r}*. it will silently
flit to some more extensive apd secure retreat.
The nest., where~we have seen it, has never been
placed far from the ground, generally in some
bush, and is composedtof dried fbres of roots, or
slender twigs, lined with the finer grasses and a

few bairs. Mr, ‘Selby states, that he has some-
times found it mn{mg hrm::l:'[es and nettles, formed
with the dry stalks of galium aparine. The Black-
Cap is a move abundant species every where
than the D 1gh‘.mgale. and is more equally distri-
buted in ]:.ntrf:md In Scotland, it extends far
-nort’s,.but s somewhat loeal, and in our own
vicinity has only appeared within these few vears,
which may be perhaps owing to the gradual
increase of more fxtensive shrubbery and planta-
tions giving it suitable food and. retirement.  In
Ireland it appears more rare, and has only-been

secorded once by Mr Thompson. On the Con-

*
(]
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.
tinent it extends far north to Norway,* and even
Lapland. ¥ It is also spread over the wonth of
Europe, and there scems rather to diverge to
the African Continent, the Azores being given as
one leeality, while ‘we have reccived it from
Madeira. «Temminck gives the Cape of Good
Hope and Senegal, um'L. the Zoologieal Saciety
have specimens from TrebizowT. It is included

in the list of Japanese birds, and one sp2cimen ER

has been received from Juvi,i the only other * e
Asiatic instance.  Frog these vagious localities,
the authorities for which we have every reason ta
respeet, we pereeive a very ample and extended
range, more so, indeed, tilin®my of the Sylviale
we have either noiteod; -::rrﬂlmrd-' yet to describe.
The male has the erown and blick of ghe hend,
in a line with the eyes, decp black; the checks,
sides of the neck: and nfip#; bluish-gray, the
remaining upper parts gray, tinged with oil-green,
or of a eolour very nearly approgehing to hair- »
brown ; the lower parts art grayish-white, darker
on the Aanks and across the: breast, and elearest
in the centre of the belly angd vent ;']t‘B‘s and feet *
are bluish-gray or lead colour. JTe female has
the heady where black in the male, of o clear
yellowisltbrown, reaching rather fartifer baek to
the nape; the cheeks and nape.are gray, tinged
with greenish, and the upper parts are nearly of
the same colour with those of the male; under-
neath, he colowr is a y'tllmiish hair-brown,

& -
"

* Hewitson, t Nilson. = & Temminck.
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approaching to wiite on the centre of the belly,

and Being darker on the flanks and across the 48

breast.

-3

Tne Greater Perrycnars, CuRRUCA HOR-
TENS1S, fechstein.— Chrruca hortensis, Selly,
Bwain— Grente?Pettychaps, or Garden Warbler
of modern autiors. — I'Eu: intfresting and unob-

“trusive bird, in th» %listriets where the DBlack-

Cap is found, i is cc-lrcﬂ[:, $0 common ; at the same
time it is i_,u'i.nnlh distributed, and in Seotland
extendsfarther north. It is a bird of extremely
retired and shy halits} seldom appearing out of
the thicket and shrubbery. DBy close and silent
wetching it may generally be seen, but it is
cummunly discovered by its full song: at times -
this is warbled from the lhu.lu.t I.mt we Lhink,
more frequently from somselevation, and we
have often watched it thus occupied near the top
of a tall tree. The sandr is continued for a eon-
siderable time, but ceases upou any noise or

* interruption,” the- bird dropping stone-like from

its perch to the thicket, whenee it makes its way
by hopping or flitting beyond the recch of its
uilfm. The garden is a favourite resoft for this
bird; particularly if it be much interspersed with

.

shrubbery, and it here finds an ample food both /

in the hosts of mu:ct-, and their larvie, and in the
smaller fruits when v pe.  The nest is placed in
a low bush in these cullivafed parts, but it is
much more comonly built in a tangled brake of r

1
4
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Lramble, or black thorn, ar large herliaceous

r“'piuuts, which {furm the wvnder growth to some
wood or plantation : it is rather loosely constryeted
of straws, of the stalks of grasses, slender roots,
&e. lined with a lew hairs or fne straws. The
egps are four or hive, ofsa yellowish gray pr pale
purplish brown, spalh-rl‘u.ml histehed with dark
markings of the listter ¢olour.  The retired habits
of the species may in past mceouut for it; but's
from the testimony of all our modern observegs,
it seems by no means "conuonly $een 6r heard -
cither in Britain or in Ireland. Ou’the Conti-
nent, again, it secius to reack almost as far north
as the last, visiting Sweden. «lo t'hu south, we
know of its oceurrence in Ttaly 3« but we secos to

. have no record whatever of its appearance beyond
the European boundary, orine=Africa. .

In form very sis TJilar to the Li.hT. ; the whole of
the upper parts yellowish lair 'hru'n n; darker on ,
the quills and tail ; and ifwing: above the eyes an
indistinet streak of a lighter colour. The breast
and flanks are yellowish whisa; the chin and .
centre of the belly nearly pore white. There
seems litf)e differcence, except in the intensity or
clearness of the colours, between the sexes.. 7

» Tue Wintk Tinnoar — CufiRucA CINEREA,
Bechstein. — Motacilln  cindrea, Linn. — Sylvia
cinereg, Latham.—- Curruca cinerea, Selby.—
IFflffﬂ=!£rmrr. ar eomumon white-throal a‘}f' iritish
authors—'The two previous species we have seen

-
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to be trgly arboreal and sylvan birds, shy and _ it

retired in their habits, and possessing a song of
considerable compass and melody.  That we are
now about to deseribe, thoush true to the charae-
ters in form, begins to vary in that of its habits :
it is mueh_less ghy, and “more active and lively,
is more incessaw’ in uttering the alarm mnote,
while what may be ealled the song is not varied,
and is held in little -estimation for sweetness. It
ig,nlso a species much more abundant, and is
very commomy distributed over all parts of the
country, frequenting hedges, whin covers, thickets
of brushwood, the entskirts of plantations, and
the garden ; but the older snd more retired woods,
and' a equntry road orlane ean scarcely be tra-
velled during the early part of summer, withont
being enlivened by this pretty warbler, flitting
out from the hedze or brusfiwond, uttering its
. few notes of uhrm or sang with erected crest,?

and again for asshoit space conecealing itself.
At ﬂtlmr times the song is uttered durmg a short
and peeulinr flight above its retreat, and which
being completed, it descends, hides, and continues
to utter a few’low irregular notes in cover. The
nes is ales of the same eareless structure with
thosa of the twq preceding ; indeed, this manner
of building seems, to a ecertain extent, charae-
teristic uf all the curruce with which we are

* This is a hakit common i scveral sper':cs, The
Blackeag does it eemstantly when flying, particwlarly when
uttering its call vop, and is & conspicuous ornmment from %
jtz deep colour in the male,
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acquainted ; the nest being loosely eanstructed

““of straws, roots, &e. the lining by no means
warm or very compacly=—that of the White.
throat is placed generally in a low bush, or among
strong and tall herbaceous plants.

Over the British islands this bird is pleatifully
distributed, extending porthwa t0 the extremity
of the mainland. * On the Continent it is qually.
plentiful ; but our knowledg? of its extra-Euro-"
pean range is confined to its appearance in the
vicinity of Smyrna ® and Trebizond. o

Upper parts and aoriculars ;.'viluw'ish brown
tinged with gray betweeni the bLill and the eyes,
and a streak over pacheof the laiter with yellowish
white ; the wings and tail are pale umbsr brown,

- having the tertials broadly edged with reddish or
yellowish brown ; _the edge *of the outer quill
white ; the tail is more rounded than usual, or
slightly cuneated, and the outer feather has the-
outer web, and often d+portion of the inner,
white ; the throat and eentre of the belly are white,
ghading to yellowish white jo=er tlfe flanks ; the-
breast is tinted with rose rnt!,:wqi'lich, in a
subdued smanner, often tints more *or less the
whole lower paris ; the richness fades some®hat
after being killed. In the femalg, all the tints are
more subdued, and less marked, particularly the
edging of the quills and the rose tint on the breast.
Length.about fivg inches and a half. In this species
the colour of the iris is remarkable ; in the two

) or three 1pxn:c:r.-di:lg birds it is of a clear chestnut

* Birickland,

-~y
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or umber brown, but in th[:ln it is of a benutiful ﬁ

Il = 5
straw yellow, when nearly inspected appearing of
the consistency of bronze.

Tue Lesser WriTe-THROAT — CURRUCA
GARnULA, Briss.— Motacilla curruca, Linn. —
Curruca garrle. Briss. Selby.— Lesser White-
throat of British authors.— This bird is not
acarly so widely distributed in DBritain as the
last, which it regembles considerably in its
habits, bving even mdére oisy and restless; it is
also shy, and remains silent when intruded on.
In the north we have not had opportunities of
examining its habits; and in the descriptions of
our modern ‘ornitholégists there is not much
detail given, farther than that they are similar
in mést respects fo the last. They are also said
to breed in nearly the sam@ situations. The
nest, though slim and careless, is of a construce
tion rather warer, woc! and cottony substances
being ovcasionally mixed in the lining. Its
distribution in Britain is nearly similar to that
of what mzy.be termed the more southern war-
blers: it ie ubt plentiful in Wales, _nor, we
presume, in the more alpine districts of Tngland ;
but is known to extend northward as far as Dur-
ham. Upon the border, in Scotland, or in
Ircland, there has, however, been 1o instance of
its capture recorded.. On the Contingnt, its
range is more extended, it yisits the northern
countries as well as Spain and Italy, and from
the last even figrates with regularity, most

L}
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probably towards the Asiatie continent, , being
wmentioned as arriving there by Temmingk, and in
the Dukhun by Colonel Sykes, while we do not
know of its appearing on *the coast of Aftica]
where so many of our warblers pass over from
the nearest parts of the }:."urnpc'un Continent.

In general appearance and_ distributton® of
colours this a good deabresemldes the Jast. T Iy
crown, nape, and rump are blaish gragr; tqu.,.
centre of the back and rump pale yellowish
brown tinted with gray. .The avings and tail
brocali brown, having the tertiils gnd epvers
broadly edged with yellowish brown,®and the
tail, which is rather longer in proportion than in
the last, and even®at the end, *ma the outer web
and tips of the three exterior” feathefs wiflte.
The throat and centre of belly pure white, tinted
on the breast and sxdes with reddish, and having
a shade of pink over the whole. . The ilanks are
yellowish brown, with the same .shade of pink.”
The sexes here do not differ any more than the
last, except in intensity of the tints, and the
female being of a more yelloWish !}rqwn above, *
particularly where these spots arg grey in the
male. Ifis reddish brown.

- m

SALICARIA. °
B Ul
As we previously stated, we have thought it
right to' keep thesaquatic warblers under the title
of Sdlicaria, proposed for them by Mg Selby,
and separated from the last sub-genus as form-

L 4
-
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ing a marked group both in form and ]'“h“s:_, =
As pardy indicated by their name, they fre— 4 '1
quent the vicinity of water, or at least marshy
lands. Many of them build their nests among
reeds, amidst which, and other aquatic plants or
shrubs, they spend their days, skulking and elimb-
ing about:them, using .their wedge-shaped  tail
iz an accessory, Yand deriving sustenance from
the insects which affect these localities. Another
feature in their economy, and in which an alli- -
aece may be-traced between them and the
African and American = Babblers,”* also frequent-
ing aquatic situations, Js their almost incessant )
noise, it can searcely be called song. At times T
this is kept un as hn il_!m:;tulrcﬂ chatter, particu-
larly on deing disturbed ; but when undisturbed
it is pttered sittirg on some low twig, with the °
wings rather drur)"pin';‘;. A sumber of natural
notes are produced, but the faculty of imitating
 parts of the song of other birds is more developed
than in any ather European genus.  These are <
introduced in eonstant succession, and witlh great E ;J
“volubility, _'lh'b}‘ e «often continued very late; -
and in clear fzu,nnnligh: almost during the whole
night. :

-

SALICARIA, Selby— Genere eharacters.—Bill
straight, subulate, with a distinet culmen,
rather d:-pm'ssed, at the base, and slightly
bristled ; tip very slightlp deflectéd and

notghed ; furehead narrow and 1!0pro§$mi;
* Crateropus, Meglurus, Swain. Donacobius, &e.
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wings, with the first quill, minute; second

and third longdst, and nearly eqial 5 tail

rather long, rounded or cuneated ; feet rather

« large, furmed for grasping ; hallox and efuws”
very strong. S, soewtella, phragmites, %e.

Note—Habits aquatic; climb among reeds and
= L

aquatie plants. '.1 oo il .

- L]
2]

A

]

Tur Sence WannLer—Saticania Panrac- |
MITES, — Sedge  Warlder, « Scdges Bird, Redd
Fauvette, of* British authors, — This bird is by
far the most frequent and egmmonly distributed
of our native species; indeed it is nearly as
abundant as any ‘of our summer warblers. It
frequents reed-brakes and willow-hol&, moist
meadows surrounded with tum’hr'h\'{ludf the mar-
wins of rivers fring=d with brush or tall aquatie
plants, and young woads planted-in low or damp
lands. In passing the :J-:jrtﬁ of these, this little
bird may almost day and night be heard rattling
away at his own song and that_of others ; and if
for a moment he should be* sﬁ?-m.qn.,ﬁtune cast ”
into the Lcover will bring him fosth, again with
even mope than his usual energy. uring_the
clear long nights of summer this is also chrried
on with little intermission, and i silent, any sud-
den noise*made on approaching or passing his
haunts will immediately ronse him.  The nest is
built among reeds or tall agoatic plants, or it is
placed ainong the lower branches of the brush-
wood,  Amidst the former it ean searcely be said

-
-
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to be suspended, but the situation is so cImsFﬂ j
that several convenient stalks support the fabric, <
and are often wrought into its substance. It is
composed of moss, dry grasses, and leaves;, lingd
with the finer grasses and hair, and is often of a
rather large but careless form. The eggs are
smill, from six tp seven in number, and of a pale
wood hmwn,'mi[’.‘atel}f and confusedly speckled
with darker shades, _

In localities such as we have mentioned, the
Sedge Warblewis geperally spread over the British
islands, avoiding the more mountainous districts,
but reacning to the extremity of Scotland.* In
Europe, its range extends far northward, reach- ¢
ing the arctiz circle. + [t is ‘abundantly distri-
huqfed alZo over the middle and southern parts ;
and it is recordsd by Mr Strickland as being °
found in the vieinity of Smyma.

Over each eye a distinet pale yellowish white
streak ; erown of the head deep yellowish brown,
marked with deep umber brown ; the marks imme-
diately.above the eye streak confluent, so as to
form nearly an tininterrupted stripe; back oil
green, with- the centre of each feather darker,
and nearly umber brown ; rump yellowish brown ;
wings and tail blackish brown, the latter paler;
the quills and edverts margined with pale greyish
brown ; chin, threat, and centre of tke kelly nearly
pure white; the other under parts yellowish (
white, darkest ncross the bredst. The female
differs oaly in !.l:mu clearness of the colouring, and

= Solby. # + Pennant.
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the eye stripe is less marked and distinet.
\There is also perhaps a slight differenca i in size.
Length of the male about five inclies,

* “

Tue Reep WARBLER—SALICARIA ARUN-
vixACEA, Selly,— Currleica arundinacea, Iriss.
Swain.— Reed Wiren_ “and {led Warbler of
DBritish m{fﬂms.—T}us bird clu:.nl_',r rns"ﬁmhh-h
the last in habits and {Ilsf.lm»umn, being nearly”
equally garrulous, IﬂlIL'LlIIIh the hotes o af ullwr
birds, singing during the whole day, and often
during the greater part of light tllglile. it is,
however, muci®more lodal, sand confined in ils
distribution, occusring® only i the southern and
in a few of the midland counties vf England, rnd
these again only in favourite logalities, brakes of
reeds, and willow begds.  Tiivy vften occur in some
favourite haunt which scarcely exceeds an acre in
extent, where they make limited excursions for a
few bundred yards in séfreh of food, returning
with the eaptured prey to their young or mate.
The nest of this warbler is almost cump!etely
pensile, being fixed or woven to stalks’of aquatic
plants, often so fragile as to almos? touch the
surface oPthe water when acted on by-the blist.®
“ The nest,” writes Mr Yarrell, describing from
a specimep bgfore him, “is formed ol the seed
branches of the reeds, and by fong grass wound
horizongally round and round, including four
upright aeeds in ihe substance, thus forming,

Ll

o
* Montague's Ornithological Dictionary,
"

e
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.
[T

with a little wool, the sides of the nest, which |

frequendy measures five inghes in depth on the,
outside, three inches in breadth across the top,
ek \'{:.ry frequently three inches deep inside.
The lining is formed of very fine grass and long
bairs. The nest is made so deep, that the eggs
dg mot rell out when the supporting reeds arc
gioved by the wind."* .

In England, it has not been observed northward
of Stafford and Dlerbyshire, and it has not yet
gecurred in _Seotland. . In Ireland, a single
instance is mentioned of its occurrence near Bel-
fast. On the Continent it occurs moderately
plentiful in suitabld Jocalities, b@does not extend
far to the porth. Qut of Burope we have mno
knlowledge of its occurrence.

In this speciesthe bill iz a little more dilated at
the base than in tlit precading or following. The
space between the bill and the eyes pale yellowish
white, running in an indistinet streak above each
eye; the whole of the'upper plumage is oil green,
tinged with brown, and of a yellower shade on
the rump ; the cdges of the feathers composing
the wings are paler ; the under parts are yellow-
ish white, of a decper tint across the dreast and
flanks. The dificrence between the sexes is
trifling.  In thés form, we see a uniform and un-
broken colouring, which is possessed also by one
or two species from southern Africa.  In the more 4
varied marking of the last and next spgcies, we
have an allianee with Swainsoa's penus Hemip- |
terizy also South” African. /

* Yarrell, Britich Birds, 1. p. 271.

b
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-

« Tue Grassunorrzr WarnLer, Sazicania
LOCUSTELLA, Selby— Curruea locustella, Swains,
— Grasshopper Warller of Dritish authors: —
This species, though somewhat similar in its
manners to the two last, still differs very widely,
and blends with them llle a]-.uilmw dispositton ol
currieca, together with |hc strigture of the nest.
The situations which it frequents are somewhat
different also, and it is almbst confined to what
are called “ bottoms,” low lyipz dells watered by x
small stream, and elothed with a tangled thicket
of brushwood, black-thorn and brier, bramble and
whin, intermixéfl with the JVarious herbaceous
plants and rank grassts yhich overgrow such
retreats ; here, by persevering witch, itswill De

sdiscovered by ils low sibilous jote, closely re-

sembling that utteged by "soie of the grass-
hoppers, and serving, no doubt, as Mr Selby ob-

serves, both to attract the Lus--:ct andl its own mate. °

It is so shy and diffident, that the least noise will

cause its concealment, and it possesses none ol

the garrulity of the former hirds, and cannot be

brought to recommence its notes | ‘j' nny distur-
bance among the bushes. The nest is placed in
the bottoni or roots of the low close bushes, sbme-
times a little way raised, and has-no appearance
of a pensile chgracter, in structure and materials

b rather I'f"S{"l‘lll}lll.‘Ig those of the Jast genus.  The

| eirms are-of a dull white, auml_l.lmea of a pinkish

gray tint. spotted ‘with the same coloyr, and
amount in number to from five thseven,

-
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In distribution it is not uncommon in various L
Fnﬂ;gﬂ England, so far worth as Nurtllurrllbﬂr*f’
land ; and, according to Mr Thompson, it-is |
~oceasionally met with in Ireland. In Scotland it
is more rare, and perhaps does not reach north
of the Firth of Forth. We have it stated as
ceming near Edinburghl® and we possess a single
specimen, slfot"mear New Abbey, in Galloway,

y for which we were indebted “to the kindness of
Dr Bushnan, and 4@ individual who procured it
was aware of its occasignal oceurrence. Ip the
middle and southern parts of Europe it is also
not’ unfrequent, but we have no records of its N
farther range. kB . g

This species mdre resentbles the first in the distri-
betion ef the colours of the plumage, but the strue-
ture of the hullyx and hinder claw is not nearly~
s0 strong, which ay be accounted for from the
difference in ity habits from those of either of the
last. The colour of the upper parts of the
plumage is deep oil*green; the edges of the
quills paler, and having the centre of each
feather, exclpt tivse on the rump, umber brown ;
the chin and centre of the belly are pure white ;
the breast,"Hanks, and under tail coverts pale oil 3
gréen ; the feathers immediately bhelow the white
of the chin spotted with a narrow triangular spot
of umber hrown ; the under tail cpverts have 3
the shaft yellowish brown. The sexes are similar e

in plumage. . V ] j .
; 2 * Rennie. i j ‘¥ ]
J X .

¥ ! |




g DARTFORD WARBLER, 145

The next sub-family, the Sylvianm, composed
.. of what are consideved the true or typical War-
blers, is very extensive, and comprises a great
variety of forms, exhibiting representations of
most of those which constitute the great family
to which it belongs. The typical species are
arboreal and insectivorbus, and are chiaraeterized
by a comparatively sm,sﬂl sizegind“much activify.
The form we shall first nnttc-:; is an "'bcrr"mL
one. T
2 ]
MEeLizorniLus, Lurrfr.—r-(“'ermw rf.rr.-mdrrs.-—
Head large ; bill slightly arched “from the
~ base; tip deflexed ghd notehed 5 rietus
slightly brissled ;* wipgs “with_the first quill
very small 3 third, fourth, "and fiRh néarly
" equal, and longest ; tail yather lengthened,
and soft ; targ and fEet“strong. Zype, ;'LT.
prrovincialis,

Europe—New F Iull:uui or at Ienst rnprusuntud"
there by a bird w,r_{- closely allied in form,
structore, and colour.

= L]

-
v

L

The *Danrrord WARBLER, ?‘u‘IEI’.IZDPHH.U.‘i
erovinciavig, Leach.— Sylvia Davifordiensis,
Lath.—Dariford Warbler of British authors—Of
the habits of this interesting bird, we have 1o
experience from personal ubscnnlmu ; but from
the aceounts gived of it lz;_lr Mnntagne anil its
mores*ecent desclibers, we eonsider thgm 1o

nearly allied to those of curruda than of the truc
VoL, 11, B

L=
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tree Warblers. The Dartford Warbler was first
made knewn by D Lathan, as an addition to
the birds of Britain, while the indefatigable
Montague gave us the first detailed 1I+_=.~u|pt1m1
of ils manuers. A portion of these birds remain
duripg the whole year in this country, while it
seeris ¢lso the opinion that a migration in spring
and autumn ukes- place. They may, in this

n:-spe:!, resemble the Stonmechat, some of which
remain constantly with® us, an accession arriving
in spring. Their most favourite localities are
the extensive furze or whin commons, and coveris
in the socth’ of England, stretching westward as
far as Cornwall. In ihe north of England, Scot-
land, and lreland, @e liave no traces of the bird,
it =-ems also ouly to be known in eentral and
southern Europe, and we have no record of its
range in any other “quirter of the world. Tt is
thus, so far as we know, local, but it is not so
nncommon in some districts as has been ima-
gined. Thus, a writer in the Magazine of Naturgl
History states, that near Godalming it is plenti-
“ul,—*1 have seen them by dozens skipping about
the furze, In-;hung for a moment on the very tops
of the spng-r and instantly diving out of sight
again, singing out their angry impatient ditty,

for ever the same. While the fox-hounds have
been driving the furze-fields, I have seen the
tops of the furze quite alive with these birds."”

Then Mr Gould remarks, “ They are very shy,
and though sometimes to be secn on the tapmost

* Magarige of Natural History.
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Lranehes of the brake, they conceal themselves in
wilie thickest part on’ the least alarm, aid ereep
about from bush to bush."® These arve all linbits
resembling those of the cominon and lesser White-
throats. On the Continent, again, they are said
to frequent the eabbage pardens, where they will,
no doubt, find abundance of food ; buf it Will be
so different, and the loecalitytaltogether is so
much at variance with that frequented in DBritain, «,
that we can scarcely account for it.

The nest is placed a Kttle avay fram the.ground
among the whins, and is deseribed by:Montague
as ¢ composed of dry vegetable stalks, parti-
cularly goose grass, mixeds with tender dead
branches of furze. * These are put together in a
very loose manner, intermixed very sparingly

“with wool. The lining is ¢qually sparing, for it

consists only of a #w dry stalks of some fine
species of earex.+  Mr Yarrell has also given us
a pretty woodeut of one peoeured last year, which
generally agrees with the description above given;
it is of the loose and careless structpre we have
alluded to, as c]mructurizing"lhé arehiteeture of
the genus curruca.  The eggs are grayish green,
speckled over with olive brown. . -
Upper parts of the body clove brown, on the
wings and tail assuming a very deep shade;
cheeks and-avriculars gray ; the throat, back,
bireast, and flanks, brownish purple red, Lecmning

, paler on “the vent; and shading to grayish elove

¢ Gould's Birds of Europe. r

-

t Montagne's Ornithologienl Di-tionary.

-




o T TSNS s e e

143 wWOOoD WARBLER.

hrown on the under tail coverts ; the centre of the

s

helly whife ; the tail is cunealed, having the ““te-r‘"{q

feather (tipped with grayish white) about balf an
ingh  shorter, the othdrs gently graduating ; the
legs and feet are sienna yellow. The female and
voung birds have the eglours less distinet, and
have fhe chin :gnrkcd with triangular spots of
reidish white, runliing in-lines. These are said
Ao disappear with age, and this part in the full
breeding state to become uniform in its tint.
L] ] Lo

Our next Br‘it[sh genus is that of the true
Warbler, all arboreal in their habits, exhibiting
great activity, msmhmruus, or nearly so, and
regularl;, migrntory The nest is built on the

griund, having an cntrance on one side.

Svivia, Larﬁ.”— t;'tﬂtﬂ'ﬁ_ characters. — Bill
slender, rather dilated at the base, and
very weakly bristled ; wings moderate, the
third and fourth quill longest, the first very
short ; tail sub-furcate; feet slender, hind
toe imf[ chiw- proportionally strong. .
trockil, rh.s-elb‘i'. Lo,

z'mre.—v Form, slender, arboreal, hm!d on the
ground,

-

Tur Woon W ABBLER, Sw.'.m SIDILATRIX,
sechst.— Wood Wren, Yellow Willow TV, ren,
Wood . Warller af Dritish authors—Tle three

® = - - " a
speeies, which Zonstitute the British portion of

11
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the zenus Sylvia, are all somewhat alike in form
and plumage, but are at once easily I't‘;:flg]ﬂ!.'lhh'
to the ornithologist by their notes and habits.
The one we are about to describe is grnar-llin.
distributed, though not very abundant in numbers,
but it is considered evan more rare than it is in
reality, from its frequenting only aged woods, and
;_;L.nernll;, feedingamonfy the high and thickfulinge,
while the two following arg fqund indiseriminatel y
in young plantations and coppice woods. The
Wood Warbler is a retired species;quictly secking
its food, consisting of inscets and Brrvie, among
the upper branches of the frees, and only ocea-
sionally singing ii'i low sibfioys note.  When the
vicinity of the nest is #pproachedl, it ven{ures
nearer, and exhibits much anxiety, and cuual-mt'lg,
utters a single louder alarm fote. The nest is
placed on the grdund, by the root of a tree or
bush, and often on a sloping baiik, and is formed
nearly round, with a hoks or opening outward ; it
is composed of moss, withered leaves, and dried
grasses, and is lined with Ilmr,.gr fine grass. The
eggs, siX or seven in numbeér, are rather round in
form, angl are white, with purplisir ¥;d spots. In
England-the Wood Wren, or Warbler, is_ déstri-
buted wherever the loeality is suitable, stretehing
at least to the middle distriets of Scotland, in
nppnruntlf cijual abundance. On thg Continent
it is in like proportions, the numbers decreasing
llorlhwnnl ; and out of Europe we have it recor-
ied as appearing in Egypt m]d.‘.rlsm. .
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Tue Witrow WansLer, SyLvia Tnm‘ﬁliii
vus, Selby—Willow Warbler or Willow Wren
of British authors—This pretty and active little
bird is the most abundant of our summer warb-
lers, enlivening every plantation or coppice, or
clump! of ‘brushwood, with its few lively notes.
It is one of our “arliest sylvap visitants, and in
some of those warm April mornings, scented by
the opening bireh, and bright with the first
freslt green of the lareh, the associations are
completed when the cheerful song of this little
bird, for'the first time jn the season, meets the
car. Itis every whers common, and frequents the
older woods=as well -as those of younger and

mdte hiamble growth. It stretches to the

extremity of the maigland of Scotland ; and in
some of the birchen wooas which gird that
district,. is the only warbler whose voice will
recall the existence of gome climes less wild and
picturesque. In Ircland it seems very nearly as
equally distrihm{-n!." Like the last, it is everin
wotion, constantly  repeating its lively but
limited song - The situation selected for the
nest is alsc similar, and is often only discovered
by thé bird flying off from a too near approach,
which it does in a low flutter, almost like what is
performed by some of the rasorial or grallatorial
birds ; it does not fly far, but remains within a
few yards, uttering a plaintive’ call of distress.
The nest also is constructed of the same shape
** Mr Thompzon.

‘.
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and materials as that of the last, feathers in
addition being always used for the lining. The
egos are smaller, but are very similar in colour
and shape.

Its extra Ewropean range yet recorded, is
Trebizond, * and the western parts of Europe.f

Upper parts pale oil green ; - rgther indistinet
streak extends above” cach 5}'1:. and surrounds
the orbits 3 quills and tail are fair brown, edges
of the feathers yellowish white; the margins of
the lesser wing coverts, aiid edges of the quills,
pale yellow; the under parts yellowish-white,
clearest on the centre ofsthe.bellyand throat, and
across the breast, and ofi the flanks, sulphur
vellow; the legs are veflowish brown, Lepgth
about four inches and three-fourths. IFemale
slightly less, a little more thoged with brown
above, and having “the yellow nF the under parts
less elear.

Tue Ciurr-Cnarr WaARBLER, SYLVIA HIPPO-
LAIS, Se-’f{y.—lf'fr-:'{f—[fffqﬂ:'- Least Wellow Wiren,
Lesser Pettyehaps of British autivis —This little
Warbler, arriving in its summer sealion «con-
siderably earlier than any of the preceding, is at
once betrayed by the peculiar eall note whenee
its provintiai name has been derived, and which
is so plainly uttered as nevier to be mistaken if it
has once been heard. It is by no means, how-
aver, a very common species,.and northward it

* Mr Strickland., "+ Mr Gould.
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Jeereasas in numbers, reaching the Seottish bor-

iler, but extending very short way beyond it; W&
have heard it onee or twice of late years in our
own neighbourhood, but lhave no trace of it
beyond the Firth of Forth. In Ireland it
ocenrs, thonzh not so nemerously as the last.”
Norway is ‘the wost northerly European station
we know of, f aid M€ Striekland observed
i= at Smyrna. The habits are very similar to
those of the last, and so are the situntions in
which it 7 most* frequently found.  The call note
is eonstantly repeated while searching for its food,
and it has another low anxious note when the nest
is approached. It ha% beep observed so carly as
February and *March, 4nd at this time finds sus-
tenance from the insects which attack the blossom
buds of trees, particularly thosa of the orchard.
Its nest is placed on the grountd, or a short way
above it, in some’tuft or bush as instanced by Mr
Hewitson, and is even a.larger ball-shaped fabrie
than those we have yet noticed, warm and elosely
lined with feathers. The eggs are smaller, but
of similar shapa and colours.

Upper partk~il green, tinged with gray; the
cyve streak &uint and undefined; wings -and tail
hair bLrown, edged with yellowish white; the
under parts pale primrose yellow, shading into
the oil green on the sides of the neek,farfl without
any deeper tint on the breast ; under wing coverts
rich sulphur yellow 3 legs deep. blackish brown ;

* Thompwoir t Hewitson.
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epxes similar in l.'r.r!uurs. males rather hrighler,
< Length of the latter about four inches and a
half.

-

-

-
L

From those Tree Warblers, we may pass Lo the
beantiful and active Gold-crests, whielh prepare
us by their habits for the Pariana.

& " 0 a

RecuLus, Ray.—Bill |Lenrl}'ftr;|igljt. slender,

tip very slightly notched; wings with the
first quill short, third the loggest; fail sub-

| furcate, points of its feathers, mucropate ;
feet with the hallux and its claw’ propor-

B

-ﬂ_-l' T " &

oAb tionally strong. TR auricapillus, R. regu-

¥ loides, &e. * " . -
’ Note, — Nostrils in some covered with a sifigle
r g plumulet, directed forwards.
. z 4

Ty ,/I /,; //
| Ml

=
o -_'-'"Lz"J"':-
e _-%L":__:i f:’;'l"—‘;j

P -y
. Ilhis Nittle genus, confined; sp fur as we kiow,
to Evrope, North America, and® Northern™ Asia,
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is remarkable for its tiny size, its active and
liardy manners, and the peenliarity of the covers
ing t's[' the nostrils.  The common, and until these
few vears the only known Dritish species, is by no
means unfrequent, remaining with us during the
whole season. All the known speecies are very
closely allied in colouring, and are dislinguiahul
by the beautiful ur::‘n;_;{_' crest wigh which the head
¢s adorned, and which.they display and erect on
irritation or pleasure. In addition to the com-
mon bird, £2. {gricapiffus, br Fire-Crowned GG'LI'
crest; has dmen several times eaptured in our
island ; and by the gttewtion of Mr Il1m:ucL of
Newcastle, we are n?h"liﬂﬁ-[ to give the deserip-
i[un of a bird taken # Northumberland, which
"I-,,me-‘s with the figure of Mr Gould's R, modestus.
From the very sniil ayd apparently tender frame
of these little birds, we beeothe astonished that

_they are able to" perform any lengthened migra-

tion ; but on the coast, particularly on the eastern
side of the island, they may be seen to arrive in
troops about the sague permtl with our other win-
ter v:!ltu.uh,-»m:m\' of them in a state of great
exhanstion. « fin account ‘of a very remarkable
flight is gi“en by Mr Selby ;* and we haye yearly
notiees, from some district on the east coast, of
I:lrge flights nppéaring at the accustomed season.
On the oppusitesside of the is!nnﬁ‘ we are not
aware that their arrival has been observed on the
shore; but there can be no doubt, that, at the
same pefiod, a [:u-,rre aceession is received in the
* “Brit. Orn. i pe 230,

i
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wonds and plantations. A peculiarity Jf strue-
ture, for which we do not at present see an ade-
fjate reason, is seen in the covering of the nostrils.
These organs, in the incessorial order, are gene-
rally cither protected by a eorneous seale, or with
setaceous feathers. In Regulus the covering is
composed of a single dilated little nlumulet, beau-
tifully fitted for nrotelting th® opening from cold
and other usual annoyances. ® This lhas been
considered as present in all the true Iteguli, and
has been made use of as a generit character,® but
it is lost in the beautiful South Amverican genus,
Cyanotis.  Our first a=d hest known species is
the . 2

-
e L3

COMMON GOLD-CREST."
Regulne anrcapiilud. —Sevwy.

PLATE VIIL'

-

Motacilln regulus, I..F:m._SJ.'i\'I'n regulus, Lath.— Regulus
cristutus, Will, Ray,—Gold-Cgested Wren, and Gold-
Crest of British Authors. © ™ -

Tag Common Gold-Crest is"nt:mdmnly dis-
tributeds from the middle Highlands of Scot-
land over the whole of England. It delights, how-
ever, chicfly in those parts where there is an
abundane® ot the evergreen pines, either in the
character of elumps and Timited plantations, or
as extepsive forests. These afford them both

* See p. 161, nccount of R mod.gtus, which may altes
I8 im;wrluum as o charaeter.
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shelter and an abundant food Jfrom the variety of f‘al.
insects which frequent them, and which nestle i
the scales of their shoots and cones, but more parti-
cularly from the supply furnished by a genus
living on or infesting the Conifere. We mean
the Eriosoma of entomolozists, which has Iately
given so mucl. csuse of grief to the patrons of
arkoriculture by the ravaZes which it is appa- %
+2ntly able to corumit en the silver firs. These F
little birds undoubtedly do their best to check
its incresse; amil during winter, when they are
in a state of ova, they find a most abundant
supply of nourishment. - But when we give the i,l..q
¥

middle of Scotland -as’ an abundant loeality, we
do not mean that it is The northern limit of the T
Common ' Gold-Crest, for it extends far to the 1
northward wherevér pratection by eover is affor-
ded ; and it is mentioned by 'Low as inhabiting
the Orkneys. Dunn also, in his Drn.thotnﬂﬁh 1
Guide, says he has shot it there, and Ij.ul its

brought to him in Shetland.* The season when

met with, in these Igt localities, is not noticed ; i
and we wou'd rather suppose that the specimens
were procurgs during a migratory visit thanethat
they-remailed or bred in any of the islands. In
its habits this bird is most active, climbing among
the branches, and often hanging from tlm moss
or fir cones, and czeasionally resting®oi” the bole
af the tree itself, and 2earching into its crevices.
They indeed exhibit all the activity and restless-
ness of the true Titmice, with groups of which

TR
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they may [requently be seen associated. . Their
note of alarm, gencrally uttered on the approach
of a stranger, is a shrill “ cheep” [requently re-
peated ; when feeding undisturbed, it consists
of a few low notes, or a short not unpleasing
song. The Common Gold-Crest breeds early,
and forms a hfnml.lﬁtlh constructed* nest, gtne-
rally interwoven_neary the end of” the lnmnch of
some ping or Ilr, and ﬁhcmn"fn half ]‘!L‘Ildtllﬂlth
structure. It is formed ]‘.nrmmjnl!}, where we
have seen it, of the green mosses or hypni,
softly lined inside, and contains [rpm seven to
eleven or twelve eggs, rather round in' form, and
of & hair brown tint, darkest at the larger extre-
wity. The parént birds aré bold and {amiliar,
and will even continue on the branelewhil& the
nest is inspected, uttering sir.'ill and distressing
cries, and erectingtthe erest as if’ wishiful to attack
the aggressor.  The young broed continues toge-

., ther until about Novemper, the time of migration;

wlen our aceession of numbers arrives, and when
it is possible some may alsg depart and perform
a partial journey ; during wirlter they are gene-
rally seen in pairs plying their seareh after insects,
and in n;_l;urm} weather Imullnrr .mll;m'T the lm‘mst
branches of the firs and brus‘-!m oodl. *

The extra Dritish distribution of this bird is
somewhatestended. [t inhabits Northern Europe
generally,® and it is perhaps from this range that

‘ :'hlr'jlu“'ilfutl noticed it in the pine forests of Norway.
o British. Oology, and Mag., of Zool. ard Bot. 1L
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we receive our winter visiters. Edwards gives

part of Asia; Temminck, Japdn ; and Mr Yarrell.

states, that the Zoological Society have received
specimens from Trebizond.

The male Gold-erest® has the checks, sides of

the neck, and upper parts, elear wax vellow ; on
the ramp the feathers are Jengthened as in some
of the L'u:ui:uh;. arsl are disconnected in their
texture ; succeeding the yellowish tips there is a

" band on each side of dull vellowish white, which

gnﬁn Wavy nr..pu!e appearance to those parts

“where _the fegthers are smoothed down. Th:-

feathers oni the erown are soft and silky, of
brilliant orange in the ce ntre, shading to "u.lnlm*'q..
vellow on the front and sides, #nd on each side
of this rums a band of deep black, setting off, as
it were, their beamtlful ornament. The under
parts are yellowish gray, darkest on the breast;
feathers of the wings brownish black, margined
with wax yellow. The secondaries have a black
bar at their base, which is relieved by the white
tips of the coverts f'ormmrr a narrow band before
it.  The tail is also b“mumh black, edged with
wax yellow ; feeand legs are pale wood brown.
In the femalgS the crest is of a less intense colour,
almost wholly gamboge yellow, deepening in tint
in the centre. The rest of the plumage is
searcely so brightly goloured, but in otherrespects
it does not vary. P

o el
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THE FIRE-CROWNED GOLD-CREST.

Regulus tpnicapillus,

PLATE VIII. e B
: o e
A Tms is the setond and very, rare spéeies of

British Gold-erest.  'We ean” give nothing of its”
history in addition to what "'I-lr Yarrell Im.u pitch-
lished in his excellont « British Birds.” hwmer lined
no opportunity of examining its habits. Eistothe

E.,_? = Rev. Leonard Jenyns that we are inllebied for the
h first notice of thissspecies ps a™British bird,* who
e obtained a specimen in his own garden at- Swalfam
Bulbeck, near Cambridge. Instances have since
oceurred of its eapture at Brighton, near Durliam,
and on the eoast of Norfolk, Their eontinental
range does not seem nuulv ascertained. Tem- -
qmm,lx mentions it as cammon in the Belgian
e provinces, and Drelin as breeding in Northern

Germany. DMr Hoy, in somé-interesting notes -
communieated to Mr Yarrell, l;:ullg_i_l_{ﬂl‘; that they
are migratory on the Continent during.the winter,
- and that it prefers low brushwood and young
plantations of fir to the loftier trees.  Ile Lias not
heard their song; but their common eall-note
differs, and is at once distinguishable from that
of the common species.

In vur plate we have endeavoured to group

* Dritish Vertebrata, p.o-113.
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this bind with the common species, and to exhibit
the markfags on the head and checks by which
it is most casily at once distinguished from it.
The prineipal colours assimilate very closely with
those of the common Gold-crest. The upper
parts are of a more yellaw tint, particularly on
the bacék ard sides of the neek.  The erest is of
the most brilliantaoranges or fire colour, as the
wame indicates : =it i3 surrounded in front and on

the sides with deep black, and above each eye,,

from the nostrd, the.black is contrasted with a
line of clear yellowish white; succeeding this
there is a second band of black passing through
the eyes, and a third-stretching under from the
corners of the gape. =In ‘the 'i'ﬂm!n, the colour
of ‘the drest approaches nearer to that of the
common bird ; b the_ three black bands always
serve to distinguish them, afd, in ignorance of
the peculiarity wof their call-note or song, as
pointed out by Mr Hoy.they are good marks t
be looked for when secking this species among

the troops of our more abundant native.
' . e

Y

£l

Darmaziax Gorp-cnest — Recvius so-
pEsTUSE, Gould, — When Mr Gould puh‘Iislmd his
figure of a bird wunder this.name in his Birds ol
Europe, we expressed our suspicions that it might
be an inmature specimen, or ope in the nestling
plumage, of either of the two bieds we have justs
mentioned. The existence of only a single spe-
cimen, and the- impos:ibility of examining it,

f—
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prevented us from coming to any decided opinion
for ourselves ; but the occurrence lately of a bird
in a similar state of plumage on our own shaores,
has given fresh interest to the subject, and’ wiil
ultimately enable us to decide whether or not our
suspicions were correct. Mr Gould reccived the
specimen from which his figure is takan from‘the
Baron de Feldegg of_ Iranckfort, "who shot it in
Dalmatia in 1824, and by dissection provéd it to.

be a male. Mr John Iarffcock of Newcastle,
*whose attention to the minuter distinetions

between some of our most closely, allied birds
has been attended with so much success; has sent
a notice to the Annals of, Natural History, re-
garding the capture of 4 bipd ol the Northumbrian
coast, which he considers to agrée in evary péint
with Mr Gould’s Dalmatian Regulus; and as a
reason for considering it“as & good species, le
states, that the covering of the nostril is not com-

posed of a single plumulet, as in the other known -

Reguli. We transcribe’ the notice as we got it,
containing a minute deseription, and will request
ornithologists to attend farther® to this interesting
addition : — “ I beg to send yoy.n notice of a
very scarce and intercsting species <f Regulus,
which I Zhot on the banks near Hnrtlz:f, oo the
coast of Northumberland, on the 26th of last
September. It cnrrm,pﬁnr]s exactly with Gould’s
It moa’mrm. a -qimea 50 E;chtnniy rare, that he

idual from which he deseribed
as umique in the' continental museums. The
deseription of my bird, which™will now entitle

VOL. I1. L
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this specics to a place in British Fauna, is as fol-
lows : lergth, 445 ; breadth, '64 ; length from the
corpus to the end of the wing, 21"5 ; tail 14% ; the
bill, from the gape o the tip, nearly ¢%; and
from the tips of the feathers, which extend to the
extremity of the nostrils, §. The whole of the
upper-plurzage a greenish yellow ; on the centre
of the crown of the head is a streak of paler; a
rIl"hl. lemon-colqured streak extends over the eye
from the base of the Lill to the oeciput; a short
streak of the sqme colour passes beneath the eye;
and a narrow band of dusky passes through the
eye, and reaches the termination of the auriculars.
The under parts pale yellow; the ridge of the
wing bright lemon’colgur ; wing feathers dusky,
edged with pale yellow, becoming broader on the
secondaries ; twe, conspicuous bands of lemon
colour cross the coverts. The wings reach to
within } of an inch of the end of the tail. Bill

. brown, with the under mmdlhlﬂ paler at the base ;

mouth yellow ; legs and toes brown, with the
under surface of the toes inclining to yellow ;
claws brown. Its manners, as far as I had an
opportunity of observing them, were so like those
of the Gao! cn-cres-ted Wren, that at first I mis-
took it for that speeies 3 it was continually in
motion, flitting f~om place to place in search of
insects or umbelliferous plants, and such other
herbage as the bleak banks of Northumbrian
coast affords. Such a situatiod™could not be at
all suited to the habits of this species ; and “there
can be little doubt that it bhad arrived on the

e
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coast previous to, or |mmulntLh after, its autum-
~.nal migration."

*

PARTANE.

By a resemblance in their habits and manfier
of searching for food, we are maturilly led from
the Glold-crests to the next ofql"-lr‘t&wniuﬁmfs sub-
families, the Pariana, or rue Titmice. These
will exhibit the typical form. and although many
genera are wanting to trace out the minute

& r(ll'u.mns between them apd the other Sylviadeae,

their general connection will nevertheless, be at
once perceived. In the Rritish Favna this sub-
family contains only two genera, the on¢ we ire
now deseribing, and the genus Aceentor. The Pari
or True Titmice exhibit considerable modifica-
tions of form, which, by some, have been con-
sidered sufficiently varied to constitute different
sub-genera ; in all, we possess seven species,
five of which are perfectly ty ]]I{"'I.] and the devia-
tions of the other two will ba phmlcd out under
their respective deseriptions. Iw.-seographical
distribution they are spread’ extensively over the
old world, frequenting mostly temperaté eliniates,
or those districts of a warm rcgion where the
same charagter is kept up by an alpine elevation.
Their natural habitation is in wooded countries,
some abbunding in parts comparatively cultivated,

* Mr Hancock’s notice in the Anrals of I\nmm.'l. His-
tory.
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while others prefer the depths of the most retired £

forests. “One of our native 'spocics, however, the «
aquatic type, prefers the vicinity of water and
the shelter of reedbrakes. They are every where
favourites with the ecrnithologist, who studies
them in their natural haunts, amusing him by
théir active and restless motions, or instructing
him by the ngeruity they display.in selecting
a breeding place, or in procuring their food:
Insects are their proper and most ordinary nour-
ishment. and their search after them, or their
eggs and larye, is incessant, climbing and hang-
ing, in ‘every imaginable attitude, among the
moss-covered branches of trees, seeking for them
among their roots, or on the‘ground, and eare-
fully incpecting the crevices of rocks, clothed
with our natural creepers. In addition to this
supply, they can also resort t5 sceds and kernels,
and in winter the barnyard is not an uncommon
loecality for one or two species; carrion also is
sometimes resorted to, and if kept in confinement
a little fresh meat will be found to keep them in
good and healthy %ondition. The aquatic species
find an ample support, and, no doubt, a good
substitute “for insects, in" the aquatic’ molusca,
which eréep upon, and are abundant among reeds
or fenny districts. They breed in the holes of
trees, banks, old walls, &c. and-sometimes in
situations of much publicity, where there is a
constant thoroughfare, and even much noise and

working near. The hole is sometimes excavated [

or enlarged by the labours of the bird, and is’

s
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lined with the softest materials, The parents are

" ost assiduous in attending on their brood, and

in defending them from any attempts to force an

, entrance to their citadel. They lay numerous

eggs.  The notes of all are shrill and wild, and

small troops, feeding i company, are_ responged

ki to by each other in theif tract throygh the wood,

or along the hedgs row. At the commengemcit

of the breeding season the rong of the male is

long continued and little varied. In some it is

harsh and grating, and is continued for more

= _~tiian an hour with little intermission.. With a

"= few exceptions, there iz much alliance in the

" colours of the group. Steel bluish black, in broad

-, markings, contrasted with” white and yellow, and

on the upper parts yellowish green or gray are

the prevailing tints, several possess a crest cap-

able of being raised or depressed al pleusure.

Their appearance is always clean and enga-
ging. L

Panus, Generie character.— Bill strong, sub-
conical, comparatively short, shazp pointed ;
notch obliterated, or bar&ly perceptible ;

Y : nostrils covered with sectaccous, feathers ;

wings with the first quill short, four, five,

six nearly equal and largest ; tail commonly
of me&dérate length, rounded, very seldom
square ; feet and legs®strong and powerful,
fore toes unequal; hallux very powerful,
nearly equaling the outer toe in length.
Types, P. major, caruleus.
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Note. — Habits of the typical s[mcios .s_'.'lf:uh_
arboreal, breeding in holes. Distribution,

the known world, except Australia.

% THE BLUE TITMOUSE
LParus cafulows.— WiLLuGHpy.
PLATE IX.

Parus ceruleus, Will. Linn. §e.—Mesange blue, Byt
Temm. §c.—Blue Titmouse, or Tit of British authors.

BeinG ore pf our most common, as well as a
typical species, we have selected the Rlue Tit-
mouee to il istrate the common form of *he pari.
Over the greater part of Britain and Ireland it is
very generally and equally distributed. Where-
ever a moderate proportion of wood, plantation,
or hedge row timber exists, we shall be almost
sure to find this cheerful and active little bird ;
and within the limits of our range it is only as
we advanee to the North of Scotland that it

":\_
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becomes comparatively rare or unequally dis-
tributed. In some parts there the wood becomes
mpre scattered and stunted, and ultimately fails
to grow in sufficient profusion ; and in ofhers
the forest tract is too dense and extended to
furnish haunts suited to the liking of the Blue
Titmouse. It delights also in society and dul-
tivation, living in our pardens-and in the 'l-rieinitfir
of our dwellings, frequenting the farm and pnultr} 2
yard, and ruostmg under thc eaves of rieks or
thacked cottages, in the repts of walls, almost in
/,Jfﬂj""pnrl where shelter can be found. The
carvings of larger buildings also serve to protect
it during night. For nearly ten years an indi-
vidual, during simmer snd”winter, has slept
under the carved work of one of the caplials
heading the pillars which suppert our own [ront
door, and during the period mentioned we have
only known the place untenanted onece or twice.
Though we consider insects to be the general
food of the pari, it is by no means confined to
these only.  In winter, when the supply becomes
more seanty, it is more varied, lrrains and kernels
form a great proportion of it, aye we have fre-
quently observed the DBlue, G[‘EIIIET]- and Cole
Titmice assembled together, and ﬁ.m]‘l:l-" on the
beech mast under the trees, turaing them over,
. and at the.some time searching amidst the fallen
leaves, and undoubtedly proeuring inseet food
also. The poultiy-yard is also a favourite resort,
a boiled potatoe or Imlf-pmkcd bone are not
" despised, and the skeleton of a cooked fowl sus-
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pended near a window ntl_mmm"' some shrubbery
will afford amusement, and pH‘JCiIIL information
of their habits, until divested of any adhering
aeat. At all times it is an extremely familiar
and fearless little bird, allowing an observer to
approach very near, while it pursues its vocation
withow: appa.runt_tiislrust : and we have observed
that the brooa or Lttle troop frequent particular
localities for a considerable permd day after day,
in succession, as if prbeuring a supp]_', of some
peculiar or favourite food. It breeds in the holes
and rents of.trees, walls, or rocks, and we have
scen it ovcupy the end of a leaden water-pipe,
which had fallen into disuse. Mr Hewitson relates
his knowledge of one which « cuntinued building
its Lest fer many days together, under the handle
of a pump, although its labours were daily
destroyed by its aclion.”* The opening to the
place selected i generally so small as not to
admit of investigation without enlargement, and
the nest is built according to the form of the hole
or excavation, warm and well lined. The female,
when sitting, ean’ scarcely be dislodged, even
when the opening has been broken into ; she will
hiss and snxp at the intruder, and will attempt to
bite the hind when mtru—::lucud The eggs are,
in number, generally from six to eight or nine;
but Mr Hewitson mentions one instance, on
which he eould dnpcnd where a nest containing
cighteen eggs was brought to hita. + The eggs,
like thosq of most of the other species, are of a
* Qologs, ii. t Ihid.

4
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thin and delieate texture, of a transparent pinky
. white, more or less spotted with elewr rufons
browu,

The forchead, elieeks, and a band above Each
eyve, and joining indistinetly on the oeeiput,
white ; the erown within this"band is Berlin blue,
and a collav of very deep azure surtounds the
swhite of the cheeks and nareaw odeipital band,
joining upon the throat, where it.is nmr[y‘hlulﬂc,,
and where it runs down thé belly as a central
dark streak. A streak of the latter eolour also
runs-through each eye, and joins the azure collar,

‘he back is grayish green, but on the nape of
the neck the colour is pale lilac purple, which
shades into the surrotnding “colours® this is a
spot conspicuous at all times, but principiily
when the neck is stretehed, and it runs more or
less through the distribufion ‘of the colours in
the genus. The wings, when. closed, appear
entirely Berlin blue ; but the inner webs of the
feathers composing them ‘wre mearly olive brown,
and the greater covers are tipped with white.
The inner webs of a few of the' vuter tail feathers
are also olive brown; but those«n the centre,
and the %tail when closed, appear Berlin blue.
The belly and flanks, except the cenl..':‘.-ﬂ streak,
are sulphur yellow ; the bill and legs are blueish
gray. In the female and yonng the colours are
less distinet, and the central streak, with that
through the eyes, arc less defined.

r



170 GI'EATER TITMOUSE.

Tue Sreater Titvovse —Panus majufl, &

Will.— P. major, Will. Linn, §e.— La Grosse
Meisauge ou Cherbonicre, Buff. Temm. §e.
— Greater Titmouse or Oux-cye of British
authors.— There are a_few birds which have
sometiing” peculiarly m_;_;.rkud and clean-looking
in their pluiiages These are most frequently
aquatic in theis habits, but our present species
will vie with any of them, and from the distinct
colours,-and the decided contrast in which they
are placed. .always convey lively associations.
The Gréater Titmouse is also very generally dis-
tributed over our islands; but it is scarcely =o
common at the former, and kas a more limited
northern range.” So far as we have observed, it
seems to delight more in older timber, such as
we find growing in some of the fine and extended
parks of the south, than in the lower brushwood
and younger plantations which the Blue Titmouse
frequents: at the samé time, it is by no means
uncommon in gardens or orchards, and the viei-
nity of dwellings; «it is active, but does not
possess the vosy quick and constant motions of
some of the smaller kinds. Its common note is
loud ind ‘monotonous, very constantly repeated
when alarmed ; during the season of pairing, that
of the male is harsh and grating, resembling the
noise produced by sharpening a saw ; it is now
uttered for a considerable time from one ‘station,
chosen comewhat clevated, which is occasionally
changed to a shert distance, and the note of incu- f

.

ti‘



GREATER TITMOUSE. 171

bation again resumed. The nest is built in an
gld tree, where the hole is sometimes excavated,
and is almost always enlarged by the birds. Nor
is publicity more avoided :*we have known'the
nest of both this and the former placed in a
window frame, and baving for an entrance the
opening by which the leaden h:mgm" whigiits
were introduced ; a wass of- moss nnti warm
materials are s;a.rrm{': in, and from eight to ten or
twelve eggs arc laid, of a delicate white, spotted
or slightly blotched with clear rufous red. The
parents are equally pugnacious and bold when
disturbed, the one flitting near and around with
anxious cries, while the other is prepmd to
defend her chargewithin,

This beautiful bird is one of the large:t of the
genus, The forehead, erown, throat, and a narrow
band encircling the auriculars, deep glossy steel-
bluish black. The black of the throat extends in
a mesial line upon the breast, belly, and vent,
expanding on the centre of the belly, and forming
there a broad patch; on these parts the colour
wants the steel blue lustre' o the head. The
cheeks and auricular feathers a~ pure white,
IIH"IIIIII"" i trnnguhl spot, very cunspmuﬂun from
its contrast with the surrounding colour. The
tips of the auriculars are sometimes slightly tipped
with lemon yallow ; back of the neck and back
olive green, of a paler and clearer tint on the
nape, and becoming nearly white where it joins
the black hood ; on the rump and tail eaverts it
shades into bluish gray; the Heeast, belly, and
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flanks, with the exception of the mesial line,
sulphur yellow ; the vent and under tail coverts
white ; the shoulders, edges of the lesser coverls,
and quills, bluish gray, giving that tint to the
wing when closed, which is interrupted by a pale
yellowish white band formed by the tips of the
lesser coverts; cnills and secondaries black, the
latter broadly edgld witl: yellawish green; tail
black, feathers @dged with bluish gray ; the tip
and exterior web of the outer feather pure white ;
feet and degs strong, and of'a clear lead colour. In
the female, $ha distribution df colours is similar, but
not so clear and defined. The size is slightly less.

Tue Corr Titsouse— Panus ATER, TFilL
— Parus ater, Will. Linn. §e. — Mesange petit
Charbonniere, Baff. Temm. &e.— Cole Titmouse
or Colemouse of British authors. — This little
species we thirk to be the most abundant, or
one which, in winter atleast, is seen in greater
profusion in the south of Secotland than any of
the rest of the tribe. Ten or twelve years since,
it was by vo means common, and its frequency
now may be avzounted for by the increasing age
of the plantations, and by the immense quantity
of wood which has been lately planted, and which
is now rapidly advancing to maturity. The Cole
Titmouse is, geperally speaking, pretty evenly
distributed over the DBritish islands, where the
localitics are suitable ; it is found in most of the
English counties.* is common in Ireland,} and

* Yarrell, British Dirds, p. 338, t Thomson,

R
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reaches to the most northern counties of Scot-
land ;* but we consider its most favourite stations
to be extensive and retired woods, particularly
those of pine, in a sub-alpine country, where it
spends its summer and rears its young, and
wlhence, on the approach of autumn, it removes
to the lower and warmer woods, rambling in small
troops from clump to_clump,.or ffom one wood
to another, and ‘marking their. progress’ by an
incessant shrill eall. It bfeés in holes, generally”
preferring the locality we _have mentioned, but
sometimes also choosing a lower territory. The
nest is placed in the hole of some* bank or
low rock, and less frequently in any high station,
or in holes of trees; last sunimer we found it in
a hole in a stone and lime wall, about- two =feet
Irom the ground ; it is composed of warm mate-
rials, and the eggs are ffom’six to nine or ten,
white, with reddish spots, chiefly on the thicker
end. During the season of pairing and incuba--
tion it utters, like the Greater Titmouse, a shrill
harsh note, continued for some time, and still
more closely resembling the simrpening of a saw.
Its extra-Dritish range extendssiver Northern
Europe,t and also as far south as Italy, to
Siberia,§ and probably Northern +Asia, also
Japan. || "

Crown of the head, nape, and throat, black,

* Eplly, in Jameson's Journed, -

t Mr W. Christie, Ent. Mug.—Nilson.

1t DPrifice of Musignano, in Yarrell, British Pirds.

# Pennant, ! Temm. supp. to Qis. d° Europe.
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the latter nearly joining with the black of t.Jlﬂ'
nape, and. enclosing an irregular patch of white
on the sides of the neck and checks ; on the nape
& spot or patch of white. Dack and scapulars
areenish gray, tinged on the rump with yellowish ;
wings and tail gray, the inuer webs of the feathers
of the latter hair brown ; the covers tipped with
ash gray ; thé undgr parts grayish white, tinted
with yellowish gn the flanks ; plumage of the
female very nearly similar. Length about four
inches. :

a W

Tue Mairsu Titsiovse — Parvus raLusTRIS,
Will. Linn.— Parus palustris, Will. Linn. —
La Noangtte Cetdree, Buff. — Marsh Titmouse,
or Tt of Dritish, Authors.— This bird is un-

doubtedly the most ubnfrequently met with of

those species which have been, generally speak-
ing, accounted common. In the district where
we have been for maay years attending to
urnithology, it has decreased, and is at present a
zare bird, an oceurience which we cannot satis-
factorily aceoups for, as its former localities have
not been so much changed in charactér as to
drive them wentirely away. Our modern British
ornithologists all sgree in considering the Marsh
Titmouse as less abundant than any of the pre-
ceding species. The eommon eall-note is so
peculiar that it can never be mistaken, and its
unfrequency ecannot be attributed to its being
confounded from ~similarity of appearance with

.-;

e
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some of the others. Inits habits it prefers low
brushiwood to the wood, forest, or liedge row,
and is found seeking its food near the ground,
though, at the same time; it does not appear fo
possess any of the habits of the aquatie type, the
food being prineipally inseets. In winter, Mr
Selby says, *it exhibils no dislike io chrrion,”
it feeds also on seeds and kernels, amon which
are particularly mentioned as favourites 'ﬁlnﬂc of
the thistle and sun-flower. ‘It is said to breed in
the holes of trees, frequently selecting a pollard
willow, often forming a cavity itzell for the recep-
tion of the nest, the materials of whidh consists
of grass and moss for the skéleton, and of the soft
pappus or down 6f thé willow®catkins for lining.*
The eggs seven or eight in number, *roun{ in
form, and spotted with rufous. We are not
aware that any particular note in spring or pairing
time has been noticed. Its geographical renge
is known to extend from Italy on the one side, to
Russia and Siberia on the other ; but it has not been
ascertained to reach beyond the bounds of Europe.
The species of North Ameriea, }mrm atricapillus,
for some time confounded with ita‘.lmubh closely
allied, is’quite distinet, and is at present known
only as a North American bird.  We have' given
a woodent of the head of the fatter, which will
serve to point ont the most prominent distine-
tions in the markings. The head, nape of the
neck, and throaty black 3 the former in a line with -
the ejes, forming a very distinet and marked cowl
* Hewitson’s Cology.
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or eap. The upper parts are yellowish gray, so
also are the wings, having the inner webs of the
quills hair brown. The cheeks and breast are
fearly white, the other lower parts yellowish
white, tinged with brownish on the flanks. The
female-differs very slightly. The form is rather
s{Mug‘ﬂud‘m{I‘Jus‘t_,

P. atricapillus.

Tue CresTeD TIT\I:!'L sSE—PARUS CRISTATUS,
Will. Linn, .— Prans cristalus, Will. Linn.—
La Mesange, ﬂ'ﬂppc'. Buff. Temm.— Crested
Titmouse, or it of DBrit. Authors.— This bird
was, originally admitted as belonging to our
British list, on the anthority of John Walcot and
Dr Latham ; the former stating that it had been
observed onece in Scotland ; by the futier as being
heard of as plentiful in the pine forests, ¢ whenco
I have received a specimen now in my possession.”
Colonel Montague states, that it is * not uncom-
mon in the forest of Glenmere, the property of
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the Duke of Gnr:lun._frum whenee we have seen
it.”  Notwithstanding these good authorities,
there has, until very lately, been a kind of doubt
thrown over the occurrence ‘of this bird in Scot-
land, and by more modern authors our own
authority for its oceurrence has been added, and
it rests on this,—we have made many 2xcursicns
to the Highlands of Seotland, hut were never so
fortunate as to meét with a troop of these "birds,

. though they were always aflxibusly watehed for;

but Lieutenant Chauner, of the dragoons, in-
formed me, that he had several times seen the
bird brought fregh into Glasgow, kiked in a
plantation of fir not far distant. This gentlemdn
was well acquainted with birds, and could searcely

" be mistaken ; and now we have still less reason
" to doubt its occurrence, for Me Yarrell gives us

two instances, where the’gehtlemen shot and
observed the bird itself, Thomas Maepherson
Grant of Edinburgh, and F. W. Byge, Esq. of
Hampton Court, who saw it in the pass of Killi-
crankie. Its describers, Temminck, &c. say, that
it inhabits pine forests, and thatits habits are re-
tired and shy ; and thus if a bird o&loeal distribu-
tion, it has been difficult to be traced, even though
individuals have travelled purposely to seareh for
it, and unless knowing and being.familiar with its
peculiar call, .an nrmlhulnglst may traverse the
extensive forests of lofty pines’ often and often,

without* passing the tract, or coming within the
sound of*the notes of these little birds. Such seems,

. in reality, to be the case, and we have little doubt

VOL. 11 M
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" H o A
that when their haunts are _dlsﬂm‘*-‘ﬂ‘ﬁ: they will (-
be foandsequally abundant there, with our other<

speeies, in their proper localities. From personal
uhservation we ean say little regarding the habits
of the Crested Titmouse; we met with it only
once, and that in a locality very different from
that whichehas been hitherto assigned to it. It
was in the apple archards, near Havre de Grace,
where a small group, apparently a brood, were
" actively employing th¥mselves, keeping together
by a shrill eall, and following each other in a
tract ; they were extremely tame, allowing me to
use stones, in the hope of procyring a specimen,
and erecting and defressing their beautiful crest
as they appeared 1o find"any «leposit of ova, or
as “one of the troop happened to agress upon
another. It wasin the beginning of November
that those were séen, and it is possible that a
partinl migration may have thus, for a time,
brought them so far from their usually recorded
localities.  They are’ known to occur over
northern Lumpe, but we do not trace them beyond
these hmmds. Mr Hoy has stated to Mr Yar-
rell that it pmﬂrrs woods having a mixture of oak
amtl pine, using the hollow oaks for its nest.

Fead cfested, the longest feathers curving for-
wards, they are Slack, broadly edged with white;
aurieulars, throat, upper part of the, byeast, and a
narrow collar tn thg occiput black, enclosing a
white space in the region of the eves, and on the
sides of the neck. Upper parts yellowisiy brown.

Quills and tail ‘hair brown, outer webs edged / |
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with pale yellowish gray. Under parts tinged
with yellowish brown ‘on the vent and fAapks.

The five birds, which wehave just described, «
are all true pari, or typieal to the characters
siven to the genus.  The next which we have to
notice, the ’ . "

i
L] ]

L - -~

Loxc-Taien Tirsovusk - Parus (Mecis- "%
TURA) CAUHATUS.—P{H’M caudatus, Will
Linn. — P. longicaudatus, " Briss. — Mecistura
Vagans, Leach.— La Mesange d longue queue,
Buff. Temm.— Long-.rmfed Titmbuse of British
authors.—Varies in sonfe of its* proportions, and
in some parts of its manners, and 'n;,r T} Leagh
was removed from the others, ynder the generic
title Mecistura, which, by*somhe of our modern
ornithologists, has been retained as a sub-genus.
Mr Swainson, on the contrary, considers that this ,
bird, and the next, are<only the representing
forms of the different types, and that they should
not be separated. It is curivas, that in these |
aberrant forms one species onlw'in’ each has
vet been ‘discovered. The principal differences
in the form of the Long-tailed Titnbuse, hnd
which strike the observer at first sight, are the
lengthened fopm produced by l.hr: long graduated
tail, rmcmbhng that of a mag[ue. or some of
ihe longer tailed shrikes, and the very shgrt bill,
concedled almost by the thick downy feathers of
~the forehead, In their nidification also, they
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vary, building a nest of exquisite workmanship
hoth inside and out, and not secking shelter LA
holes, as we have seen the preceding species 1o
‘do.» In every other part of their habits they,
however, closely resemble their congeners,
actively secking their food, which seems almost
exclusively insects, or their ova and larve, in
small troops; iuljm-.mg a tract by a call, and
. Keepihg company with the Blue and Cole Tit-
mies, to which we “have often seen added a
small company of Gglderests, altogether forming
4 curious and most interesting assemblage. The
nest is woven among the branches of some ever-
green, appearing rather large externally, but is
beautifully patched gver” witu the mosses and
lichens cfurnished by the tree or shrub which
supports it ; interiorly it is lined with abundance
of feathers, or soft "down; the form is owal,
appearing rathpr suspended, and from its form
and warmth it, in some_districts, gains the popu-
lar appellation of « Feather Pokes.” It seems to
have nmrl;r the same geographic distribution
with our [lrat fivi species, and Temminck adds
Japan to itserange. In Scotland it does not
seem to extend nearly so far northward as the
Cole-Titinouse ; but in the middle districts and
south is abundant, appea.rlng, when the trees
begin to be bared of leaves, in troops of from

five to ten or tw ellre. and at once catehing the eye /|

and ear by the lengthened form and shrill low note.

Forehead, and a broad central stripe running [,
to the oecciput*white, so also are the checks,/{

=
&
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throat and breast, the centre of the cheek

feathers  being marked with blackish gray.

Above each eye a broad stripe of black, which

meets on the occiput, and runs down the centré

of the back, forming the mantle. Most of the

back and seapulars rose red, centre of the

feathers sometimes streaked with black,* rump

and upper tail coverts black. ¢‘E‘b’in‘£_;5 black, the

secondaries deeply edged with white.” Tail,
black, three outer feather, "with the tips—and
outer webs, black. Belly, and vent ash gray,

tinted with rose red, particularly pu the flanks

and under tail coverts.

A specimen in our possession, killed near Edin-
burgh, has the erown and under parts white, but
all the other parts of the plumage black, tinfed
= only on the scapulars withlrnsn red,

Tue DBearpeEp TiTtmouse, CaLAMOPHILUS
siansicus, Leach. — Calamophilus  biarmicus,
FLeach. Cat. of British Misseum. — Jen. — Parus
biarmicis,” Linn.— Le Mesange barbue ow moes-
taché, Buff. Temm.— Bearded Fitmouse of British
authors.—This form appears to us /> be still more
aberrant than ¢hat of the Long-tailed Titmouse,
and we are by no means satisfied that it should
not rank as a sub-genus of parus. By Dr Leach
it was separated under the title of Calamophilus,
and by a modern writer jt hay reccived the
name of~ Laniellus. It varies certainly as much
from thé’ pari as the aquatic warblers do from
the Willow Wrens or Curruca; and if two or
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three species had been known, it is |1ruh~nh|e there (o
would have been no difference of opinion. iy
the Long-tailed Titmouse we found no great
difference in the structure except the clongated L
tail ; the habits agreed with those of the other

pari. In our present bird we have the clongated

tail, Lut we have in addition a differently formed

'-'imﬂ' The ﬁ:'Et prg ]t'.‘nfﬂ‘}lﬂlmd and slender, and -
the hlll differs somewhat in form. The habits
of &= birds are J:.-nnre’l} aquatic ; they delight in &

reed brakes, where they shew a similarity of

manners in climbing about them in search of a

part of ‘their food, which consists, in a great oS
measure, of molusea, particularly suecinea and iy
pupas and for the digestion of these the stomach ‘
asSumes the muscular form of a gizzard.®* They i
build a nest of - cup shape, or ordinary form, =
raised a short way above the ground, and eom-
posed of the flag leaves and strong bents.

From'the structure of the feet, we should say <
that it was a bird which was frequently on the \
ground, and whence they have probably received =

the title of “ Reer pkeasant.” One which we oli-
served in 1I1e"',ari of Derby's magmﬁcent aviary,

was most active, hopping like a s]'lurruﬁ picking . -“
up grain,“(vats,) and appearing from its manners i'_]
to be quite at lome. We have added woodeuts e
of the bill and wing, and a compsrison of these o

and our description with those at page 166 will
explain the principal dlatmnlmns. A
In other parts of their manners thuﬂ‘ exhibit
F
* Yarrell,
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wuch similarity 3 they are found (except during
the breeding time) in small troops, feeding and
clinging among the reeds in every attitude, and
following each other by responding cries; sé
tame and engrossed with their oecupation, as to
be taken with a bird-lime twig attached to a
fishing-rod. They flit just above the <he pop# of
the reeds,* and are not easily d,is'cerﬂcd exeept h_-,.
one accustomed to their haunts awd eries. ~ Their,

parties are sometimes said fo be extended toemall * *

flocks,+ which is not usual, with the pari, their
troops never exceeding the number of their brood.

The reed beds on the banks of the Thames
seem to be the most abundant and best known
loeality for the Bearded Tjtmduse. , Cambridge-
shire, Suffolk, Norfolk, and Lincolnslére, flso
possess it, and its most northern range in Britain is
Lancashire. One specimeh oily is recorded from
Ireland, while in Scotland no traces have ever been
heard or seen of it. In Holland they are fre-
quent ; but perhaps are wot elsewhere abundant
on the Continent, and their occurrence in some of
the northern countries seems sélrreely well authen-
ticated. Aecording to Temminek: it is found on
the bordefrs of the Black and Caspian Seas.

The male is a graceful and chastely coloured
bird. The bill is orange wellov, and the irides
are bright and shining gamboge yellow. Befora
and below the eyes the feathers are jetty black,
and thos= placed lowest are elongated for half. an

* Hoy,"Loudon’s Mag. of Nat Hist. iii. p. 320,

t Dykes, in Loudon's Mag. of Nuat. Hist, iii. p. 320.
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inch, and form a dark strtlu_. or “ moustache on
the sides of the neck, and which are apparently
capable of being raised or puffed out at the will
of the bird on excitement. Head, neck and
auriculars are bluish gray, extending across the
breast in a paler shade, and slightly tinted with
pink, - The back, rump, lower parts of the flanks,
and the tail, as it -appeary when closed, are yel-
léwish brown ; the two outer feathers gray, dark
at <he base. Quills “blackish gray, edged with
white ; the secondaries blackish brown, with the
cuter edges orange brown ; the inner webs yel-
lowish white, shewing a longitudinal stripe. The
throat is nearly white, tinted with a blush of
purplish gray ; centreof the bélly pale, under tail
coverts leep biack. In the female, the upper
parts are of a paler shade than in the male, and
the crown is wood’ bru“rl, often of a rather dark
tint ; in the tail the inner webs of the three outer
fea.thura are brownish black, the under parts are
pale yellowish or brownish white ; and although
the feathers of the part forming ﬂm moustache
are clnnguted thiére is no difference of colour
cither there c..on the under tail coverts.” The
size is slightly smaller than that of the male.
According to Mr Yarrell, the young bird from
the nest, or in young plumage, has the back
black, the wing apd tail feathers arevpatched with
black, and the under surface is entirely fawn
coleur. In the young males, the “mcastache”
is marked by a narrow black line. In the adults
the length is abodt six inches.

r-d ‘o
e
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The only other British form among the Pari-

| ana is Accentor, orie altogether abergant, but

leading away to the Anthi or Pipits, and by them
to the next sub-family or Wagtails. The genus
is very limited, four species only being known,*
two of which have been killed in Britain, another
is European, and the fourth has beenr deseribed
from the Himalayan d|5tr:rr arftl lms been semt
to us by Mr Hn-’!gson from “\Tgmﬂl. There"s
also a bird figured in Levin's Birds of Mew
" Holland, plate X VI, which has always appeared to
us as belonging to this genus ; but we have never
been able to procure a specimen : if We are cor-
rect in this, the .range will *be more extensive.
The habits of these birds aressolitary ; the food
inscets, and in winter small grasses agd semds.
* Our common native is seldom gpen far from cul-
tivation ; the two Europedh species frequent the
passes of the Alps, climbing amgng the rocks in

search of food; and we may presume that the

Himalayan bird possesses somewhat similar habits.
Some are partially migratory from the countries

they inhabit. They build . "eareléss nest, and »

possess a song pleasing, thqugh oi-‘l'ul’n power or
variation of note.

- L

-

-
-

Temminek, in hiz Supplements places the rare
Motacilla caliope of Pallas with accentor. 1In this bird
the bill is mdte slender and the gapt more lengthened.
In the structure of the wings, the® third und fourth quille
are ]au&'mm -and neurl}‘ equal, and the first is not propor-
tionally short, as in the type of ageentor. Mr Gould
» makes a sub-genus, caliope, from it,

b -
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ACCENTOR.~— Generic characters.— Bill strong,

L . » o
depuessed at the base; wings with the first 4

quill very short, third longest ; wing altoge-
ther rather short ; legs and feet strong. 4.

modularis,
Note. — Europe, India.

T

Tue ALpPiNe ACCENTOR, AECENTOR ALPINUS,
" Beohet—Accentor alpinus, Beehst—La Fauvetle
des Alpes, Buff. — Collared Stare, and Alpine
Warbler, Latham.— Alpine Accentor of British
authers—The Alpine Agcentor lays elaim to rank
in the DBritish Fauda, from the occurrence of a
single specimen $hot in “the -garden of King's
Ccllege, Cambridge, and now forming part of the
collection of the Rev. Dr Thackery. The alps of
Middle Europe are its"natural and most frequent
station ; but its geographical range in either
direction does not seem to be ascertained, or at
least iz not mentioned by our modern writers on
European ornithology. So far as we at present
know, it is local, Ur spreads over a very limited
space of courlt~v. Its occurrence in Dritain can
be only looked on as a specimen driven'somehow
from its c-urse, During the summer Inonths, it
keeps to the higher parts of the mountains, where
it breeds in the clefts of the rock ; but like its
British congener, it also seems to be fond of
society, for it Trequents the vieinity of eottages
built at a high clevation, anl breeds #hout or

very near them® During winter it descends ;

r{ ..’.

I
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nearer the plains, :uu_l depends partly on the pro-
duce of cultivation for its support. 3

Bill brownish, with the base of the maxilla
vellow. "Head, nape of the neck, back, and
lireast, pale hair brown, on the back having the
centre of the feathers blackish brown. Quills
hair brown, margined with yellowish avhite.
Greater and lesser coverts browifish black, termi-
nated by a pale spot, and the Jormer Lroadiy
margined with pale reddisls brown,  Tail subfar-
cate, dark hair brown, margined with yellowish
white, and ecach tipped with the same colour.
The chin and throat yellowish white ; ‘he tip of
cach feather blackish brown: This distribution
of colour runs ins an <oval form, and marks the
part where the brilliant crimsor spot gccurs in

= Caliope. The belly and flanks aye orange brown ;

the feathers margined with® yellowish white.
The under tail coverts are blackish brown, deeply

margined with yellowish white. A

Tue Hepce Accexror— ACCENTOR MODU-
Lanis, Cuv.—Motactlla moduliris, Ein"n.—zlmn-
tor modularis, Cuv.— Aeccenteur piuchet, Temm.
— Winter Fauvette, Hedge Sparrow, Hedge Ac-
eentor of "British authors—The Hedfe Acten-
tor, more commonly known by the name of
“Hedge Sparrow,” is a common and frequent
accompaniment among the l:enpﬁ of fire wood, or +
brush end rubbish, pea stick or garden stakes,
which iy be often seen around the offices of a
country dwelling, or vicinity ol the garden and

&
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shrubbery.  There it finds shelter during the ¢ {.
night, and thence it enlivefis the early morning

with its pleasing but simple song ; and there it
fnds a place for its rudely built nest, often
disturbed by the removal of the materials for
various purposes before its duties of incubation
have heer accomplished. At the present time
this bird is-scaicely seen far distant from the
vivinily of houges ; but before the period when
© culgivation became 2oegeneral, its breeding places
were low bushes on the skirts of a wood or com-
mon, a hedge or low evergreen, and there its nest

may still b occasionally discovered. The time of -

breeding is very early, and the birds may be seen
-..udu_ull:, paired mn the frst week in February.

The eggs are ﬂepuslted in March, and a second
brood is generally produced during the summer.

The nest is based with slender twigs and roots,
and is lined within with hair or grass. The eggs

from four to six, of a beautiful bluish green, are
always looked upon as%a valued prize ; their deli-
cate beauty bring an additional attraction when
discovered ére mafy. birds have commenced their
labours, and®gften when all is surrounded with
snow and hoar frost. When this early prize is
attacked, considerable agitation is manifested,
and both parents flit around with shrill and often
reiterated eomplaints. The food during sum-
* mer is insects and the smaller moluséa. Dunm;
the winter, various sceds of grain and the provi-
sion of the poultry-yard, furnish it with<Support.

The range of Jthis species seems confined to 4




-
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 Europe, chiefly to T.hL temperate parts of it;

Loand Temminek states, that in some parts of France
it anly appears during winter, performing a par-
tial migration in the breéding time. In the
British Islands it is generally distributed.

Top of the head and nape gray, streaked longi,
tudinally with brown; the anru.u]:u's brown,
having the shafts of the feathers pa!n, back, wing
coverts and rump }f_]]umsh brows ; centre uF the
feathers, except on the rump, liver brown, a=4ich
form in their disposal longitadinal streaks of that
dark colour ; feathers, composing the wings,
liver brown; the outer. webs nearly yellowish
brown, margined with yellowish gray ; the middle
wing coverts tippbd with avhite; the tail deep
vellowish brown ; the throat, breast, sidms of the

" neck bluish grey; belly grayish white ; flanks

and under tail coverts pale yellowish brown, hav-
ing the centre of the feathers darker, and which,
from their loose texture there, makes the whole
appear of a brownish tint. * Plumage of the female
is nearly similar.

We now enter another of Mr $iainson's sub-
divisions, the Motacilline or Wagtails. The

passage from the Titmice will be led by mehns of

Aeceentor, and by the American genus Seiurus,
more partieularly by 8. aquaticus ; thence to
Budytes of Cuavier to the. true wagtails and
Anthi er--Pipits; but the British genera being
extremely limited, many other foreign types
intervene to fill up the blanks in the complete

£
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system. The birds composing the typical genera
are chiefiy aquatic in their habits; that is, they
frequent the banks of streams or rivulets, or low
and moist meadow lands. They are beautifully
clean in their appearance, breed on the ground,
ar on low rocks and banks adjacent to the stream.
They are chicfly insectivorous, and most of them
are birds of passage, whils all perform a partial
migration. Thz colours of the plumage are con-
lrbh-m[' black and white, or of gray combined
with yellow. Some species are found in Europe,
Asia, and Africa. In America and New Holland
other forms represent them. These birds have,
by modern ornithologists, been separated into
two types of form,—the one forming the genus
Bludytes-of the illustrious Cuvier, the other being
retained typical of Motacilla as restricted by
Dr Latham. There is a slight difference in the
form of the two types,—Budytes is less length-
ened, has the hinder claw elongated, and in its
habits approaches nearer to Anthus, partaking of
their manners, but retaining the Wagtail plumage.
It frequents low dlluvial districts, and breeds on
the ground, ¢£en away from any stream. We
shall first notice the typiecal form ; or,

MotAciLLA— Generic characters—Dill slen-
der, straight, slightly entering.the feathers
of the forehead ; rictus smooth ; wings with
the first and mcand quills ongest ; seapular
feathers very long, espeeially the quills ; tail
lengthened ; tarsus larger than any of the
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toes 3 feet short, formed for walking ; hinder
claw not lengthened. M. boarula, Yarrellis,
&e.

Note.—Aquatie in habits y forehead and crown
depressed.  Europe, Asia, Africa.

o

Motacilla. = Pudyles

THE GRAY WAGTAIL.

Motacilla boarula, Lisx.
e

PLATE 'X.

Motacilla boarula, Linn.— Gray Wagtail of Dritish
authere.

As a good example of this beautiful form, we
bave given a figure of the Gray Wagtail in s
breeding dress,—in summer enliveizing the mar-
gins of our mcl.v streams, and in mntcr ocga-
sionally varying the ornithology of our farnl and
poultry yards. This bird performs partial migra-
tions ; and we are not sure that we do not both
receive an accession in spring, and lose some of
our numbers in autumn, by a visit to or from the
Continéni. A favourite hannt of the Gray Wag-
tail is by some clear alpine stream, where they
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take a station near a rapid or water fall, and g
select a.breeding place on the ledge of the sur:{

rounding rocks, and thus they are met with far
up and retired amoag the hills; but as if some
portion of the race had lived to delight in civili-
zation, the fall which drives a mill is a habitat
as frequent, and they nestle among the works
of man witls as mpch confidenee, and an appear-
dnce " of even, more security, than their more
sealuyded neighboursi The nest is placed on a
ledge of rock or bank hung over with wild plants,
and generally sheltered above from the rain, It

is built rather rudely, exteriorly of roots and the

stems of plants, arid is lined inside with hair and
fine grasses, Incubgtion” commences very early,
aril twq,broods are commonly reared within the

sammer. The food consists in great part of”

insects, but the smaller aquatic molusea form a
portion of it. The small eyclade and ancylus
have been found in the stomach.

This species is not an abundant bird, but it is
pretty generally distributed in the southern
counties of Engiand. However, it is a win-
ter visiter, sl only remains during the year
north of Yorkshire; the recorded instances to
the eontiary, form only the exceptions. It is
curious, howezer, that, notwithstanding this
British distribution, the ornithologists of the
Continent nnns:der it as remaining, during the
whole year, in’the countries of+southern :Europe.
In Scotland it is frequent by all the " alpine

streams, and extends Lo the northern eounties,/
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3 In Ireland it is I.'.‘[|I.Iﬂ“1|' frequent during the year.*
(ut of Europe it is said to have thn met with
in Madeira,t in India, § Java, Sumntm,§ and
Japan. ||
In winter this beautiful Wagtml is plainly and
chastely dressed. The upper parts, as far as the
rump, are bluish gray, tinged on the cenfre of
the back with yellow. The rump is a yellowish
olive ; a white streak, 2 prevailing mark in this
genus and the next, runs avsr eich oye; unltlyr-"‘m 5
neath, the throat is pure white, shading ‘into a
pale buff orange, which again changes to the
pale gamboge yellow, which colovrs” the breast
and belly. The wings are dull brownish black,
the long scapulars edzed with yellowish white. *
The tail, very lengthened, is of the 'Snl:u(_ colqur.
the centre feathers edged mth ulwv, and the
outer feathers pure white ; the outer web of the
second and third being edged with dark brown,
the third having, in addition, a streak of that
colour on the inner web.” ( In summer, and during
the breeding season, all the colours become much
more vivid and brilliant, and: the cniformity of
the lower parts is broken by the gorget of deep
black wlkch covers the throat :md fore part of
the neck, descending in a point capop *the

-

breast. .
* Thompson. t Yarrell, Brit. Birds.
3 Gould, { Temminck. 1 Ibid.

VOL. 1. M
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Tue Pizo, o YarnguL's WacraiL—MoTa-
ciLea Yarreusil, Gowld.— Motacilla alba, Linn.
—Motacilla Yarrellij, Gould, Mag. of Nat. Hist.
for 1837, p. 450. — Pied or White Wagtail of
Modern British Authors. — From the account of
Mr Gould, given in the work quoted above, there
ean be no doubt that our modern ornithologists
Irave been m;sta!-.en in the syronimy of the ]’1.,-

" Wagtail, and that two birds have really been con-

founged. The British species seems not to hiave
been described by most of the older writers, if we
except Willighby, who hints at the existence of
“two kinds,” but only figures that commonly met
with on the Con#nent. -Linpmus also desecribes
the gray backed bird, which appears curious when
we read Mr Gould's statement, that Norway and
Sweden are the only lscalities where he had been
able to procure our enmmon bird.

In an alpine country the habits of our native
black backed bird ary” very similar to those of
the last. It breeds and rears its young in the

. same localities ; It where the eountry becomes

more densely peopled, the manners are accommo-
dated to ciréumstances, and the nest, though
geuerallyaplaced in the vicinity of watts, is often
built in the midst of a manufactory, and without
apparent interruption from the noise and constant
moving about ¢f workmen. In amumu, flocks
of this specics, comiposed of the young broods,
assemble together, and may be found feeding by
the margins of streaws, or on the bare unculti-

'—'ﬁs;‘;__ -
. ""‘1:\ ._
%
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vated lands in their vicinity. At this season
inseets form a great proportion of their foodl,
which they actively seize by running at on the
grountd, or by rising a shert way in pursuit of
them ; and for this purpose the roofs of buildings,
tops of walls, &e. are much frequented, on account
of the various diptera and winged flies, which
resort there Lo enjoy the warmtl? uf the sunbeams.

These flocks continue near l|l(‘ll' favourite haunts
for a few weeks, and gradzally dlslmr.-w, many of
them, undoubtedly, leaving the island “as the
winter advaneces. The birds, nhich remain sta-
tionary, may be seen singly, or in pairs; frequent-
inz the farm vard, the strects of villages, the
vicinity of mills, &e. In ..':{H’I‘lg we ngnm receive

an accession of numbers; and in additjon tathe
localitics we have alluded to, they are seen, in
parties of from four or five te a dozen, attending
the plough, or feeding among the sheep, which
have been netted on turnip lands. On the
change to mildeg weather they betake themselves
to their usual breeding stations, returning for
vears in suceession to the sar.e place, and placing
their nests either very near, or i.t}_ it foriner site.
The nest is constructed externally of roots or
small twies, and is lined with haiy apd® fine
grasses. It is placed at no .great elevation,
though very seldom on the level ground, and in
every situation is almost always supported against
something, a ledge of rock, bank, tree, or wall.*
"Two bioods are reared annually, and the parents

* Hewitson,
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evince great anxiety when the nest is approached,

flitting about with restless and reiterated eries. 2

The food, during the summer months, is almost
exclusively insects and larve, particularly aquatic
ones, also the smaller fresh water molusem; a
great deal, during winter, is picked up in the
farm yard or dunghill, which, from its heat, is an
atfraction to.many insects, and also affords soft
poctions of grajn or seeds. in addition, small
fisk.may be occasionaky taken, for on the autho-
rity of William Rayner, Esq. of Uxbridge, Mr
Yarrell has stated, that this Wagtail, when kept
in confinement, caught minnows, in the most
dexterous manner, from a fountain in the centre
of his aviary.® oThere are-many favourable
situntions, in our brooks and ditches, where this
might be practisgd, though we have never seen
it put in execution.

In geographical distribution it has been gene-
rally understood that this bird ranges over the
whole United Kingdom ; but from the evident
confusion between the birds of Europe and of
Britain, it is possibie that the range of both may
be more extendgd. So far as we presently know,
M. Yarrellii of Gould is at present the only known
British species; and it is likely, as 5Ir Gould
suggests, that the Channel may be the boundary
line; at the same time we have little doubt that
specimens of the gray-backed bird will be found
an our own side of the Channel..

* Yarrell, i. p. 365.

v
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The principal angl most quickly eaught dis-

s tinctions between the two birds in question, ar

the greater breadth in the bill of M. Yarrellii,
when seen from above, (ds seen in the cut at
conclusion of deseription,) the deep black colour
of all the upper parts in the plumage of the
summer, and the different form Jof the hl.*!‘c]-:'olu
the throat and breasf. In this sﬁu.ii_s,_\'.'hjch
assumes a gray lint on the Ln.u} during winter,,_
the tint is nearly the bldcKish gray of - ‘S}nu,
mixed with a little brown, «while, in the Conti-
nental bird, it is of a mueh cleargr .shade, and
resembles closely dark bluish gray of "the same
nomenclature.

In the plumagé of the «male in summer, the
upper parts, tail, except the twd outer*feathbrs,
on each side the throat ,and “reast, are deep
black, on the rump there is occasionally a tinge
of gray. In winter the black throat is lost, and
that colour on the breast.is restricted to the form
of a ereseent; above, the centre of the back
Lecomes deep blackish gray, and specimens fre-

quently occur where the blagk &6f the former state

continues_intermixed. The secdudaries, greater
and lesser coverts, become more broadly edged
with white, and the feathers of the ruinp obtain
NArEow edgin-rs of the same hue.”

== e
,)”'f P e

M. Alba. M. Yarrellii.
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evince great anxiety when the nest is appruached.

The food, during the summer months, is almost
exclusively insects and larvee, particularly aquatie
ones, also the smaller fresh water molusez; a
great deal, during winter, is picked up in the
farm yard or dunghill, which, from its heat, is an
attraction to.maay insects, and also affords soft
putions of grajin or seeds. in addition, small
fish_may be occasionaky taken, for on the autho-
rity of William Rayner, Esq. of Uxbridge, Mr
Yarrell has stated, that this Wagtail, when kept
in confinement, caught minnows, in the most
dexterous manner, from a fountain in the centre
of his aviary.® ¢There are~many favourable
situationg, in our brooks and ditches, where this
might be practisgd, though we have never seen
it put in execution:

In geographical distribution it has been gene-
rally understood that this bird ranges over the
whole United Kingdom ; but {rom the evident
confusion between the birds of Europe and of
Dritain, it is possibue,that the range of both may
be more extendgd. So far as we presently know,
M. Yarrellii of Gould is at present the only known
British speeies; and it is likely, as BIr Gould
suggests, that the Channel may be the boundary
line; at the same time we have little doubt that
specimens of the gray-backed bird will be found
an our own side of the Channel..

* Yarrell, i. p. 365
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The principal angl most quickly eaught dis-

s_tinctions between the two birds in question, are

the greater breadth in the bill of M. Yarrellii,
when seen from above, (ds seen in the cut at
conclusion of deseription,) the deep black colour
of all the upper parts in the plumage of the
summer, and the different form _ul' the hl:ﬁ:k'u_n
the throat and breasg. In #his species, .which
assumes a gray tint on the back during winter,,
the tint is nearly the bldeKish gray of -Syine,

mixed with a little brown, «vhile, in the Luutl-
nental bird, it is of a much clearer .shade, and
resembles closely dark bluish gray of the same
nomenelature.

In the plumage of ‘the emale in summer, the
upper parts, tail, except the twd outer®feathbrs,
on each side the throat ;ml.l Hreast, are deep
black, on the rump there is oceasmuallv a tinge
of gray. In winter the black throat is lost, and

that ecolour on the breast,is restrieted to the form °

of a crescent; above, tlie centre of the back
becomes deep blackish gray, gnd specimens fre-

quently occur where the blatk of the former state

continues_intermixed. The seedudaries, greater
and Icsst_r coverts, become more broadly edged
with wlute, and the feathers of the ruinp obtain
narsow edgings of the same hue.”

M. Alba. M. Yarrellii.
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Our next two birds shew *he form from wlucf'_ Le
the Baron Cuvier framed his genus Budytes;

since the separation they have been assimilated
with Motacitla, or retained as a subi-genus, accor-
ding to the different opinions of systematists ; and
for the present we shall retain them in the rank ol
the latter. In form they merge into that of Anihus,
\r+hi¢h should almest immediatel y follow them,
and in their habits they may be found frequenting
the mezdow lands and pastures in the vieinity of
streams, rather than the brinks of edges of the
water itself. -

Bupyres, Cuvier. — Generic characters. —
Bill slender, staaight, mandible sligntly
noteled, rictus smooth; wings with the
three first quills nearly equal ; Ie"5, with the
tarsus and middle toe nearly equal, lateral
toes nearly “equal, hind toe long, the claw
lengthened, as in anthus, and slightly bend-
ing ; all these parts rather weak.
Note. — Calours,,yellow beneath, above olive
or gray. ,
Types, B. fiiva, neglecta.

-
¥ o
.

T YELrow "Wactai. — Bunytes Fraba.
— Motacilla flava, Will. Ray.— Yelioswr Wagtail,
Selby, and modern British Authors. — As in the
case of the preceding birds, two species h{ue also
been confounded under the name of  flava, or
Yellowe Wagtail ;" the one common in Britain,
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but comparatively rare on the Continent, the

_other quite the reverse. Mr Gould, iz modern

times, was the first to perceive that a confusion
existed in the nomenclature of the species; ana
he applied the title of “ Neglecta” to the bird of
the Continent. Lately the common DBritish bird
has received the honour of being namec after
Ray; but “Flava” having Jeen given to it
undoubtedly so far back as the time of Willugliby .
and Ray, a change now sceins uncalled for, and
we have retained the ancient title.

This bird is truly migratory, and forms one of
the earliest additions to our summer Fauna,
appearing early in March, or about the springing
of the grains, whenee it }ms\‘reﬁch'ell,llm COMmon
name of # Oat-seed bird, or Oat<ear.” % is Lacal
in distribution, but where it oscurs is met with
in comparative frequency. Iis favourite haunts
arec the low meadows and alluvial valleys
watered by a gentle stream, where they may
be met with in pairs runaing and searching for
food on the bare spots or near the water, and
perched on the summit of» the tall plants or on
the twigs of low brushwood ; wlyn approaclied,
it is :[uml».ljr betrayed by the anxiety exhibited,
and the female, if sitting, is soon induced ta _mm
her partner, from the frequent and urgent ecalls
and notes of alarm. The nest is placed on the
ground away from the stregsn, an-:J, is a elender
rather carcless structure, cumpmed of roots and
withered grasses, lined with ﬁne leaves of the
latter and hair. The eggs are palu wood brown,
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spotted thickly with a darker shade. The geo-
graphical-range does not extend far to the north-
ward, and the extreme counties of Scotland,
where it was observed in 1834, may probably be
nearly its limit in this direction, as it is not
known to oceur in the northern countries of
Euiope. Southward it reaches Spain and Italy ;*
and its extra® Eurapean range is India,f Japan,
Java, and Sumutr:.i

In form, the Yellow Wagtail is elegant ; but
appears less lengthened than the members of the
former genys, from the comparative shortness of
the tail. 'The colours of the male and female are
nearly similarly distributed, but differ in intensity
and brillianey. Above, the plimage is entirely
of aclear*yellowish olive or oil green, extending
over the auriculars and half of the neck, and
paler there and on the head ; a streak over each
eve, and above the aunculars, with all the under
parts, are bright gamboge vellow, darkest on the
breast. The quills and long secondaries are
brownish black, nngtwit.h the greater and lesser
coverts are. tipped dnd edged with yellowish
white. The tai* is deep brownish black, except
the two outer feathers on each side, which are
white ; the second having the outer web, and both
a streak on the 'inner webs, of a pale brown.
The bill, legs, and feet, are also blackish brown ;
the elaws and upder surfuce paler. These birds
retire early, so soon as they have accomplished
their incubation ; and although there is no such

* Prince of Musignana. t Gould. : Temminck.
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decided ehange exhibited as in the genus Motacilla,
yet the plumage at the commencement of the love
season exhibits a degree of brilliancy not at other
times seen. ,

The second speeies of British Yellow Wagtail,
which can only yet claim the rank of an occasional
visitant, is, il

¥ L.

Tue Gray-ugapep Waerain — Bupyres
NEGLECTA. — Gray-headed Wagtail — Motacilla
neglecta, Gould. — Motagilla flava, Livn, Temm.
— As we previously noticed, Mr Gould first
called the attention of” British ornithologists to
the confusion of the synonimes and the diferenres
between the plumage and proportions of this
bird and the preceding; avd attention being
turned to the point, the Gray-headed Wagtail
was discovered as a straggler in our own islands.
The first British specimen which is recorded
was obtained in Oetober, on Walton Cliffs, near
Colchester by Mr Henry Doutleday ; since that -
specimens have been oceasionally shot in England,
ranging 43 far north as the vicinity of Newcastle.
In Scotland, the authority for the dzcurrence
rests on two instances brought “efore the Wer-
nerian Society of Edinburgh ; but its frequency
evidently decreases northward. In Ireland, at
this date, it has not been observed. On the
Continefit it reaches the northern countries, Nor-

- way, Sweden, and Seandinaviz. Out of Europe,
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it has Leen sent from the Himalaya® and from (2

Japan.

minutely detailed ; but on the authority of Mr
Hoy, Mr Yarrell tells us, that it inhabits wet
springy places in moist meadows. ln size, it is
rather less, and in form more slender, than the
Yellow Wagtails The crown of the head, nape,
arii anriculars, are clear Dluish gray ; the latter
of-a darker shade from the nostrils to the eyes;
passing over these, and above the auriculars, pure
white. The back and rump are dusky oil green.
The wings are pale brownish black ; the seconda-
ries, scapulars, and voverts, edged with yellowish
white. The tail, with the exception of the two
outer fegthers, is blackish brown, of a darker
shade than the wings ; and the outer feathers are
pure white, having a streak of brown on their
inner webs. The throat is pure white, and all
the other lower parts are of a brilliant gamboge
vellow. Bill, tarsi, and feet are blackish brown.

el
-

The next form in the British list which ealls

our attention is" that of the Pipits. »

1

Axrnus, Beausteiy. — Generie characters.
— Bill slender, rather compressed ; wings,
with the second, third, and fourth quills
nearly equal, and longest ; scapulars -nearly
equalling the quills in length ; tarsus longer

* Gould. $ Temminck.
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The habits of this Wagtail have not been very
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than any of the toes, hallux produced, claw
lengthened, and 'h]l“'hﬂ v bents A, pratensis,
Cosmopolite.

The Anthi were formerly associated with the
larks, with whieh they had been artificially con-
sidered as allied by the form and length of the
hinder claw. The habits of many are so far
aquatic, that they dchglu in moirt meadow lands,
marshes, or the vicinity of the sea shore, but thity
flo not possess that deeided character which marks
Motacilla as the true aquatic type of the sul-
family. All our British snecies wholly of partially
migrate, and at certain seasons they may be met
with in flocks. The generdl colours of the
plumage are chaste and unobtrdsive, consisting
of shades of oil green above, and on the lower
surface they are marked and streaked in the
manner of the Thrushes, and of the American
genus Seiurus. Several foreign species are so
closcly allied with those of this country, as to be
with difficulty separated ; but our natives are all
easily distinguished from each ocher, revresenting,
as it were, the form in the differedt and peculiar
localities which they frequent. They breed on
the ground. The most common and widely dis-
tributed species is ’

Tug Meavow PiriT — ANTHUS PRATENSIS,
Bechstein. — Alawda prateasis, Will. Itay, Linn.
— Tlitlark and Meadow Pipit of modern British



_arriving in sprieg m ﬂreat numbers near its places

204 MEADOW PIPIT. |
authors.— This bird is in some districts ex- ~’,.=.L
tremely sbundant, and is distributed generally,—&
v.here the locality is suitable, over our islands
from north to south.® Its most favourite haunts
are the meadow lands,—in England, the downs
or cemmons, particularly those of a muirish
cha.mnter' and m Scotland, all the extensive
m:;get of low mutr.t In these sltu'ltmm it breeds,

of incshation, and again partially departing after
these duties have been performed ; and at times
in spring agd_autumn it may be seen in flocks.
It runs swiftly, feeding principally on inseets,
but occasionally also on seeds. In winter, it
selects the moist Plages, or tHe sides of upland
rill5'; and in sevire weather, it retires to the lower
unenclosed pastuves. In spring, it enlivens the
muirs and more sul:tarv downs by its numbers
and its manner of singing while on the wing.
This is practised by all pur species; and at this
period of the year, on 4 beautiful morning, where
the common Meadow Pipit is abundant, one may
almost be constandy ‘observed rising on the wing,
or when, having attained a height of from forty r‘
to fifty feet, I"nl]mg slowly with mntmnlcss wings
and outspread tail, singing its ge.ntle and little
varied lay. AtUther times the song is even more
simple, consisting of not more thin two notes, _.&
and is uttered only when alarmed or intruded on.
The nest is placed at the root “of some hillock,
taft, or small bush, a structure warmly and neatly
lined within, and often carefully concealed. The ¢

= 3
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'E\ eggs are purplish brown, thickly marked with
\, darker irregular spots, and Mr Selby has ro-
marked, that it is one of the most frequently
resorted to by the Cuckoo as the protection for

her solitary treasure,

A pale streak above each eye; the head, neck,
back, and rump, oil green, having the cemtre® of
cach feather umber brown, exeépt on the_latter
part; the wings and tail are umber brown; ‘tlm_
edges of all the feathers 0f"the former grayish
white, or on the seapulars_ yellowish oil green ;
in the latter the outer feathers being white exeept
at the base, the second .tipped with white; the

™ throat and breast are buff orange, inclining on the
sides of the latter fo oil’ green,*and gn the sides
of the neck and on the breast, having each #fa-
ther marked at the tip with a tdangular spot of
umber brown ; the belly, flanks, and under tail
coverts are yellowish white, and have the spotting
continued along the flanks in a more longitudinal
form, the feathers being “dark aloig each shaft.
During the winter the whole plumage is of o
more yellow tint, and varieties of a_yellowish or -
grayish white sometimes occur.  “iLhe female does
not materially differ. Length from five inghes

and a half to five and three quarters. > -
) ¥

-

Tue Teee Pipir — ANTHUS _ARBOREUS. —
Alwweda. trivialis, ‘Linn—Field Lark, Tree Lark,
and Trec Pipit of modern British authors—This
is a more decidedly migratory species than the
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last, never remaining with ps during the u'inffl‘» _-
It arrives in its spring migration sometime durufg 74
May, according to the locality, and retires again
towards the end of September.guided by the
same influences, appearing thus considerably
earlier in the south of England than what it does
in‘the middle and northern parts of Scotland.
It is pot an ‘unfreguent species, but is much less
_comimon than the last ; and even in those districts
" where, its abundaried is greatest, the numbers
are comparatively sgmall. It frequents partially
wooded lands, and the borders of woods and

4

¥

copses, and is soon discovered by the practice of | _

its song, and of the Hight common to the group.
The first is alwdysgheard with delight by the
orliitholdgist, ahd can scarcely remain unnoticed
by any lover ofethe country or observer of the”
habits of its creatures; but though the most
varied in its eompass of those of its British
allies, it still contains only a few notes, and it is
somewhat indebted tothe conspicuous manner in
which it is_ uttered, and the generally pleasing
character of its favourite localities, for the interest
it excites in it3 hearers. In Hight it risea in the
air,uttering a single tremulous note, and baving
attained 4ts elevation, again singing, it slowly
descends with imotionless wing, and perches on
some neighbouring tree. The nestds placed under
a bank, at the root aof a tree or bush, and is care-
fully constructed in the inside. The éggs are
subject to great variety, varying in ground

colour from grayish brown to brownish purple, N

{ |
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\ and are blotched, spptted, or freckled over with
& darker shmli:s of the same colours. .

The Tree Pipit so closely resembles the pre-
ceding bird, as formerly, by many, to be con:
founded with it. The variance in the habits first
drew attention, and then the differences of form
and of the shades of colouring become appmrent.
It is a more lengthened gnd more slender
formed bird than the last, but is, at once’ Easlly
distinguished by a conipiriton of the hinder
claws, which, in the former, are Ieu,r:thened anl
but slightly curved, being f'urmed for walking ;
while in the latter the,}' assume the arboreal
structure, and are short and crooked. In its
winter state of plufhage, where®a slight change in
the tint may oceur, we have not-had aw oppor-
tunity of examining it. In the summer or breed-
ing state it may be thus déseribed : —

The whole of the upper plumage deep oil
green, of a paler tint on the nape, and having the
centres of the feathers ot the erdwn apd back
umber brown, which becomes dlslnhuted in lines;
wings umber brown, quills narrowl y gdged with
grayish white, scapulars margined with grayish
white, nnd the greater and lesser coverts tipped
and ﬂlﬂcd with the same colour; thé latter of
a clear tint, and forming a conspituous bar across
the wing ; tgid umber brown, outer feather white,
except the base of the inner web, second tipped
with white ; the under parts pale yellamsh white,
shaded into buff orange on the breast and fanks,

~and having each feather marked at the tips with

n
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dark umber brown ; the spotting here assumes a

more oval and lengthened form than in the last, -4

runs upon the sides of the neck, and in a single
line to the base of the maxilla. The female has
the upper parts occasionally of a more yellow
shade than in the male; but there is no other
material distinction.

e Rock, PrpiT — ANTHUS AQUATICUS,
Lechstein.— Anthus “upestris, Bechstein.— Rock
Lark, Sea Lark, Rock or Shore Pipit of modern
British authors.~We have in this another British
Pipit, frequenting localjties very different from
either of the preceding. Its favourite and peculiar
haunts are the boll, rocky, and solitary sea coast,
where 14 holds: the same place, and exhibits the
same habits, witk those we have already deseribed,
and even the small solitary islands of our firths,
if they possess a little herbage, are tenanted by a
pair or two of this interesting species, It remains
during the wiiole yearsin.pairs, never congregat-
ing in flocks, and although no migration has been
noticed, it is probable that we may both receive
some additions, and lose a few birds, at the usual
time of arrival and departure. Except during
the bLreecing season, it is quiet and s:'.rlitar}', flit-
ting before the atruder from rock to rock, without
much apparent annoyance ; but duging the season
of incubation, the approach of any one, or of a
dog, calls forth their restless and monotonous

i
note, and a constant motion from place to place, | i

frequently hovering above the animal, as if’ wizh-#
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ing to attack or te draw him from the vicinity.
The nest is placed by a rock, or under*the edge,
where it is concealed by the herbage above; it is
formed chiefly of dried grasses. Mr Hewitson
mentions having found one “ in the centre of a
heap of dry sea weed, which lay upon the sandy

shore.” The eggs are not so vayiable in colour as
those of the last, grayish browa l.:mnf' the rresail-
ing tint. 2

The Rock Pipit stretehes pretty g- nerllly
from north to south arcuad our cua:ta, and is
found in the Orkney and Shetland.isles. On the
European coasts, it is also not unfrequent, parti-
cularly on their lying in a range nearly similar
with the shores of Britai». Mr Swainson has
given a good figure of a bird in the *Nortfiern
Zoology, under the title.adopttd by Dechstein ;
but Mr Yarrell having examined the specimens,

and compared them with nativé ones, considers

them distinet; Temmimck states, that those re-
ceived from Japan differ but slightly, being
darker and more largely spotied.

In the breeding state, “the plumage of the

upper parts are grayish umber bro'wn, the margins

of the feathers lighter, but so narrow as not ¢ be

very conspicuous ; a light streak pa.ssea above the
eyes; the wings and tail are umber brown, the
feathers of -the former margined with yel]umsh
white, and the outer tail feathers being yellowish
brown; under parts grayish white, changing to
yellowish white on the centre -of the belly, and
being there, and on the throat, free from spots ;
VOL, II. - o
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on the breast and flanks, the' feathers are indis-
tinetly but broadly marked with umber brown,
and produce a clouded rather than spotted
appearance to those parts. In the winter state,
the gray tint of the plumage disappears; above
it hecomes yellowish oil green, with little inter-
ruption from_dask markings; and underneath it
becemze wine velow, chuded on the breast
with brown or deep qil green, and on the flanks
appearicg almost entirely of those colours. The -
length is abont six andl a half inches.

Rricuaep's Pipix — ANTHUS RICHARDI. —
Corydalla Richardi, Vigars, Zeol. Jour. — This
species only claims <he rank of a very rare
straggler, five or six specimens being all that
have been yet recorded as taken in Dritain.
These have occurred chiefly in the south, and
there, in the vicinity of London, the most nor-
thern range wentioned “heing that of a single
specimen shot near Howick on the Northumbrian
coast. Its European range and its habits do not
seem to be well known ; it is still accounted very
rare, and it is probable that its real locality may
be s.ill mgre to the south, and in those-little ex-
piumd regions w]nt:h mark the European and
Asiatie boundnr\' and also in Northern Alriea.
In an excursionr made to Hollana <some years
since, we recollect kaving our notice atiracted
by several specimens of this bird rising before us
on the bare sancy patches, which occur among
the low =and hills bordering the sca beach at»
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Schevelling near Lpyden, and on looking at our
memorandum taken down at the time, ave find it
recorded * as running*very fast, and being rather
shy.”  Mr Vigors has the merit of first making it
known to our fiuna, from a speeimen which was
taken alive in the vieinity of Landon in 1812,
* He afterwards proposed separating it frem* l‘.}n.-
Antli, under the title of Corydalla.?

The erown and nape th't"! brown, 'nrgiml:l
with yellowish brown ;™ the back and uu’ng-t"
blackish brown, the feathers deeply edged with
yellowish brown, and having altogether a tinge
of oil green; middle feathers of the tail deep
brown, the outer, and that next to it, having con-
siderable proportions of whité; a streak over the
eyes and chin yellowish white ; the throat yefow-
ish white, surrounded by Ienbllnnml urown spots ;
the breast vellowish brown, with oblong spots of
umber brown ; the belly, vent, and flanks, yvellow-
ish brown; the Lill, legs, and fect are yellowish *
brown, the hinder claw very muéh produced or
lengthened.,

]
™ ] 1

BOMBY CILLINJE. :

In the next family, the Ampe¥de, at which we
have now arsived, we have only one bird ranking
as a native ; but of the other splendid and eurious.
forms’.of which it is composed, we can give no
idea, without wandering very fur from the objeet

of our present volume. The bird we Lave alluded
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to has been placed in, and is typical of a sub-
family the Bombyeilline, or, as Mr Swainson terms
them, the * Swallow Clmtterers,”. from their
lengthened wing, very wide gape, and imperfect
or weak feet. The genus Bombyceilla consists of
only three known species, one exclusively inha-
biting *North America, another found hitherto
nn'l;,_'_ in Japan, wh‘ilq the third, found in Northern
Asia and Europe. has been also” lately discovered
in "North America.* They possess a powerful
flight, are arboreal in their habits, and feed on
fruits or berries.
Bomeycirra, Brisson.— Generic character. —
Bill short, stfong, dilated at the base, the
“gape very ‘wide; nostrils oval, covered at
the base with feathers; wings long, first
quill longest, aftefwards regularly graduat-
ing; tarsi short, plumed slightly below the
kuees ; lateral toes, equal; tail short, and
nearly evin. tig
A‘b!tJ—Sgcondn:y quills and tail have their
tips sometimes «ornamented by a coloured
flattening of theshaft. The general plumage
s snl’:t and silky. 3
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THE BOHEMIAN WAXWING.
I.f-'i.latbf,h.‘ﬂl'& garrula,
PLATE XL

Ampelis garrulus, Linn, — Bombicivora gurrula, *Tetim,.—
Garrulus Dohemicus, Fay. — Lbmbycilla Boliemica,
Briss. — Domberian "Chatterer, [urupc"tn ~Chilicerer,
and Bohemian Waxwing, of sodérn British authogs.

Turs beautiful species, has now been many
times killed and seen in Britain, though its ap-
pearances are very uneertain both in regard to
time and numbers. A few have occurred from
time to time in the southern® and midland eoun-
ties of England. In Ireland we have sthe owtho-
rity of Mr Thompson for notices of its appear-
ance, and in Scotland it has been ocecasionally
seen and recorded tlnriug the last fifty years, and
we possess a specimen shot on the Calton Hill,:
near Edinburgh. In” ]"umlm it #ppears to come
and depart in the same straggling and uncertain
manner, while in Amerioa it is also a rare bird,
and confined to the northern parts. When seen
in this country, they are assembled in flocks of
various numbers, sometimes consisting only of a
few, and at others of consitlerable numbers.
Thfﬁr food,sat these times, is entirely the various
kinds of winter berries; two shot on the Eng-
lish Border, which we had an opportunity of
examining, were filled with the berries of the
holly, and the same observations have been made
by Mr Selby. At other times, insects form a
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portion of their food, and which were mostly

taken on the wing. Their breeding places are %

vet unknown. They are supposed to be in nor-
thern or central Asim and by Dr Richardson,
in the mountainous limestone districts between
the sixty-eighth and sixty-ninth parallels. These,
in the words of Donaparte, “are circumstances
involved in darkness, and which it has not been
given to any naturalist to aseertain.” On various
parts of the Contineny, particalarly Italy, we learn
from the same ornithologist, that their appearance
was looked upon with superstitious awe, and as
“ the precursors of war. pestilence, and other
public calamitiecs.” We are not aware, that the
large flocks which shmgtimes vizit Europe, accor-
ding to Guesner, * in such numbers as to obscure
the sun,” are used for food; but in Ameriea, the
small species, (2. Americana,) on the authority
of Wilson and Audubon, is esteemed by epicures,
and when fattened during the profuse season of
the berries, is-brought-to the markets, and sold
from twélve to twenty cents per dozen.}

The plurmage of this Lird is loose and soft;
the feathers on the erown are elongated, and form
a beaptiful crest, erectile at the will of the bird ;
it is purplish red, and shades into dull chestnut
red immediately wbove the bill; round the cyes,
n narrow stripe, stretching above othe nostrils,
black, continued Lehjr-:l the eyes, and marking
the separation of the crest fromi the nape; the
throat, and fore part of the neck, are of the same
ilark colour ; the neck, back; and under parts of the
* Continuation of Wilson. t Wilson’s Ornithology.
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body, purplish red, tinged with gray, particularly

on the under parts, where it is also paler, and on

the cheeks and auriculars it is slightly tinged with
chestnut red ; the ramp and upper tail coveits
are smoke gray ; the under tail coverts are dull
chestnut-brown ; the quills are black, the second,
third, and fourth tipped with white, which»alse
runs a short way along the, oliter webs, and on
the fourth is tinted with }L't'!nn the otlfer qmlla
have the outer webs, for*hdlf an ineh, ¢ ﬂmhubc
vellow, the whole forming a line when ‘the wing
is closed; the bastard quills are also hiack

tipped with white; the secondaries are smoke
gray, tinged with purplish gray on the inner
webs.  In what ‘we considef to be adult birds,
the shaft of the feather is elongated, and = the
tip is broadened into a flat oval appendage, similar
to what is observed in some of the Gallinaceous
hirds, the fbis lamelligera, &e..and is of a bril-
liant searlet ; the inner web of the feather borders:
this for about half fi;‘lcngth, Dut the outer is
stopped near its commencement, and there exhi-
bits a triangular patch of w hite, sometimes slightly
tinged mth yellow, and when the wing is closed,

continues more broadly the line of the markings
on the quills; the tail is black, slightly tinged
with gray, the feathers for a quarter of an inch
tipped witk gamboge yellow. These feathers
also are sometimes tipped with an oval scarlet
appendage, always narrower than when present
on the seccondaries, and sometimes oceurring on

only a few of the feathers.
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Among the Muscicapide. which follow next, we
have also very few native species, (two only,)
among a vast variety of forms. The British
species are members of the genus jl.’r.-ﬂ't'mpﬂ.
tvpical of their own sub-family, and shew a form
confined to the Old #Vorld.c They are in general
small birds of not very obtrusive colouring, they
have a salitarivess and depression of appearance
about their habits and manner, and are almost
entirely insectivorous, seizing their prey on the
wing, for which purpose*their form is in every
respect beautifully fitted. All, we believe, are
migratory, or-partially =o.

Muscidara, Linnaus.— Generic characters.—
Bill rather stfong, triangular, dilated at the
base, the rictus furnished with very fine but
short bristles; wings rather long, the first
quill spurious, thire, longest, second and
fourth equal ; tail even, or slightly forked ;
tarsus and middle toe equal, the whole
member rather weéak.

Type—DMI. luctuosa and grisola. -

1. M. grisola. 2, M. luctuosa.
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%" MuscIiCAPA GRISOLA, SPOTTED FLYOATCHER.

— M. grisola, Linn, §e.— Spotted Flycatcher of
British authors—The Spotfed Flycatcher is the
most abundant of the two British species, being
very commonly distributed over England, and
extending to the very north of Seotland, tf lough

it decreases in frequency as it seachel the, extre-
mity of the latter. It frvquenﬁ, gan]ens and
lawns, and seems to draw néar to cultivatign. In
Scotland, it may be often seen by the side of
some sub-alpine stream with precipitous banks,
and here, perhaps, are ‘s more natural haunts

b and breeding place, those in the garden and
the lawn being its more artificial stete. In the
former locality, the mest is pladed aglinst Phe
stem of some old tree, or on the shelf of a rock,
always, however, with a support on the one side.
The approach to it is betrayed by the shrill
monotonous note or click.of the parents. They
take up their stations, afd do not remove far
from them, and in general select the top of some
bare branch as their favourite perch, where they
sit motionless, or dart on and pursue the passing
insects. ‘These are frequently taken at a sirgle
dart, but are also sometimes pursued fbor i few
yards, and when seized earried td'the perch, and
always held fer a few seconds in the bill. We
have frequently seen bees taken, but they do not
seem to be in any way particularly sought after
or hunted, though in some districts the bird has
| obtained the provincial appellation of # Bee Bird.”
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Inils= -m'u.irinlh'uum.nm'prnjmﬁnnnfnnsonrv or
top of scme iron railing or garden stake, is chosen
for its pereh, while thc nest is placed often in very
anlooked for situations. A very common locality
is against the garden wall, on the branches of a
fruit tree; a nitch in the wall, capitals of pillars, ]
or some corner amidst statuary, is as frequently

chpsgn: and we Jhave known the same Dbirds, 4
apparently, retern to the very same spot or hole '
vear after year. As'an instance of a situation, '
quite at variance with its natural breeding sites,
we may mention that noticed by Mr Jesse, of
one building on the ton of a lamp in Portland
Place, London. The nest was taken with five
eggs in it.; Thd ngst is geiierally composed of
slender roots, or small twigs laid so as to forma ' ~
broad base, the walls built of green moss, and® :
the interior lined with’ hair, down, and feathers.

They are one. of our latest summer birds in

arriving, and the pruceuf‘ building and incuba- g
tion is cominenced aimost immediately. They 7
seem to have paired almost before they had '

" reached their déeided locality, or, at all events,

they lose no time in seeking and securing a mate. P
Inseets have been accounted their only food, but

we have oceasionally scen them eat the ripe e
cherries, and %e had an old gardener who used '
to destroy thmr nests an accnunt;_-nf the fancied
destruction they made of this fruit. Fruit we, ("'

* Mr Atkinson, in his Compepdium, mcntluns a pair
having built and regred their young on the :mgh of a lamp. ,u’ ;

post in one of the streets in Leeds.

't
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'.tl n{ course, consider ag an unusual kind of food,
ij_u:t at the height of (e seasons, we haye little
¢/ doubt that some of the stronger billed species

necazionally indulge in it. -We are aware that®
the present bird has been by several accused of
eating the smaller summer fruits, and we seldom
find any thing of this kind recorded without
there hmnp; some cause 1o be geslgned ; muI Wi
mention this, as the faet }n» hl.?ll.‘ statell, but
always with a doubt, or without qnmmj; any
actual instance of it. :

This bird is comparatively a large species,

: the length being nearly six inches; the upper
™y parts of the body are hair brown, having the

base, and centre of the f'f-u.llu-.‘rs on the crown,

darker; wings brownish black, -the quills znad
secondaries edged, and the coverts also tipped
with reddish white ; tail“of the same colour,
paler at the tip, and slightly inclining to he
forked ; the throat, middle of the belly, and’
under tail coverts, w]uif;'l the chimy sides of the
neck, breast, and flanks, streaked or elouded with
hair brown. The young are of a browner tint,

and have the centre of the feathers tipped with a

spot of vellowish white.

v
Tne Pieo Frveatcuen, Muscicara Luc-

Tvosa, Temm,—Muscicapa atricapilla, Gmel.—

Pred Flyeatcher of British authors—This species

is much less coramon than the preceding, and

also more restricted in its loealities, It oceurs

, occasionally in some of the southern counties,
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and extends to the Border ; the vicinity of some &

of the lakes in Cumberland and Westmoreland is=#
a favourite locality ; and in some parts of Nor-
thumberland and Durbam it has also been met
with.* 'We are not aware that it has been met
with in Ireland, or in any part of Scotland.
Fromt their unfrequency, their habits have not
been_much tudied by our British ornithologists. -
On the lakes,.Dr Ill’.‘_‘rﬁ]lﬂlll states, that tI1mr '
manners considerdbly resemble those of the
Spotted Flycatcher ; but they breed in the old
pollard oaks, and old trees, and are very clamour-

ous when the nest is approached. Mr Hewitson L’“"f A
again states, on the authority of a friend near )
Penrith, that the "hest is’ pladed in the holes of / .
trébs, walls, and bridges, often near a stream of 2 o
water, and that the hn':e is so small as scarcely® .
to admit the hand. The eggs are from five to

eight in number, and of a pale verdegris green.

Among birds generically allied, we ulnmqt alw ays

percieve a slmilarity ‘of cnlnurmg to prevail in &
their eggs, but which here is at much variance.

In the manner oft hu-ldm" and eolour of the eggs,

1

this bird runs into the Saxicoline, particularly -
the_Redstarts, which it also resembles in the dis- |
tributiorr'of the colours on the tail, dark at the :1J

end, with a parfially pale bar at the base.

Head, l:hneks; and upper parts of the body,

* Dr Heysham mentions, that they breed at Lowther,
in the holes of trees. ** Om the 12th of Mayg: 1783, 1
shot there two pair,”™t

t Cat. of Cumberland Animals in Flutchicson's Hist. vol. 1. p. 13
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X
Eecp black 3 forehead and under parts pure white,
lso the seapular feathers. In a native specimen
before us, the tail is entirely black, except the
basal half of the outer web=of the outer feather;
which just marks the coloured portion of the
tails of several of these birds and allied genera.
During winter, the plumage, where black, clmnges
to brown or blackish gray. In®thes female, the
frontal white band is pot so digtinet, and the
upper dark parts are blackith®gray. Wi

CONIROSTRES.

'T We have now reached the second great “ tribe™
or division of the gerching pirds, the Conirostres.”™= -
It is composed of a great variety of fosms, mad 4
“aecording to Mr Swainson's vigws, exhibits a ‘h\
series of birds having the highest degree of e
organization in all their parts colleetively, and
they are considered as sh;,-v.mrr the typical form -
among the lncessores,” and conseqaently among
the entire Class “ Birds." \:-e shall enter only
into the description of those genera which are -
natives nf' the British Islands ; ﬁ:.rr it would be
|mp0;5|b1c, with any degree of nccumcy, to pum!.
out the mlerlncmg of the whole, withofd grenLly'
overstepping our limits, Suflice il=to say, that the
" bill, as indicated by the title, is somewhat conical
" in form in all the genera, that*they are mostly
omnivarous, and ‘all perch or walk with nearly
k equal facility. In size they are e:gtremely variable.
y The first family to be noticed is that of the
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Crows, ( Corvida,) of comparatively small extent. {4
The mewbers of it ara mostly of a large size, E;ﬂ-’ &
are clothed, with the exception of one sub-family, ©
in dark and unobtrusive colours. The European
genera are also limited, and in our Fauna we

possess representatives of only five, which :atum! in |
threerof the sub-families. That which we shall first i
consider is the sﬁb;‘ﬁm:i[}' f_;brrhfﬁ', or True O ﬂulr&‘, v
exhﬁﬁﬁ‘:ng threg British modifications of form iu ) '_'-",'I
tiie genera Corvus,"Fiee, and Nucifraga. In the I
genus Corvus, or typical crows, the size is large; - |

the colours of the plumage, with very few excep-

tions, black, accasiuuall;.‘ contrasted with gray or ‘i.,.,--"" R
pure white. In form they are made extremely P oy

compact and powetful ; tliiey pOssess strong organs v
fo= sustaining flight, are active and daring in "
their manners, but extremely wary and cunningd”
while at the same time they are easily tamed,

and soon become forward and familiar. They

are social, and many species live constantly in

Lands, and breed together in larze communities. i &
Theyarein a great measure omnivorous, but feed -1
chiefly during sammer and autumn on grains, :
fruits, roots, and inscets with their larvie, often

serving by their perseverance to kecﬁ in check r
the ravages of the latter. During winter and
spring, weak ard sickly animals and birds fall an
ecasy and acceptable prey, and earrign of all kip da
is quickly di:ar_:lm't.-red and cagerly devoureq b.
them. The latter propensity has beep atiribyg J:
to their keen scent ; but whether this R 3
very fully developed, as to enable

-
L3

:‘h -
L
|
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cover their quarry without the assistance of sight,
%3 acarcely distinetly ascertained, and has not yet

heen the subject of direet experiment.

Convus, Linneus.— Generie character— Bill
strong, culmen elevated, bending towards
the tip, which is often obsoletely notehed ;
nostrils oval, covgred with *stife incumbent
feathers; wings rather long pﬁintu?], first
quills to the fourth, witich is longest, gradi
ating ; tail square or cyneated ; feet furmed
for walking ; strong lateral tges of nearly
equal length; clawsstrong and curved.

\T Types.— . eorone, corniz.

Cosmopelite.  ° -

¥’ THE RAVEN..
Corvws curar. -: Lixx.xus.
PLATE XIIL
Carvus corax, and Tavan of ornitlalogists,

Tu1s is the most powerful species of the group :
it has every member fully anil strongly <eveloped,
and when.in full plumage is in reality a beautiful
and almost noble looking bird. There is, how-
ever, a wariness and suspicion about tht eXpres-
sion, which produces an unfavolrable idea, and
is at variange with the frank and open daring
scen in the carriage of many raptorial birds.
This segms to have been an opinion handed down
from antiquity, for before natural history became

| a science, or the habits of birds were studicd,

-

-
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= ——
“ the evil-boding erow” _, « infausta cornix” — /— —
found a »lace in many savage Superstitions,® qpe . e

served as the emblon of bad fortune, iy the tales
af the In’.&!uriuu, or i:'n.:lgm'_v of the poet,

The Raven js 4 bird whicl, prefers an alpine
range of country, though at (}e same time i
Pursuit of food, or attracteq by the presence of
éa{q::ﬂ{i, it oiten frequents. the cultivated distriets,
and even the vicinity of towns. Jp Britain it js
pretty generally dis'a‘nhurﬂd; towards "the soull;,
however, becoming more local, anq ﬂ‘eqnumjﬂ;_:
cither the mpuntaingys Parts, the ruggeq mari- P
time Promontories, op seme of {he extensive apg 8
wild chases, uhounciiug with ageyl timber; to the }'
north j increases in numbeérs, gng frequents —
sitailar ,Ituaﬁm:s, and in the Same dirgetign
Beross the Firtheof Forth jt may he accounted o
COmmaop bird. Ip Scut!and, where this bird has :
most Frcqueuti}' Come under gyp observation, i is '
*pread over the immcns:-::_ tracts of wilg wood ang
rocky muir, where it finds SEcure retirements in
the L-rm:d'z'n;; time, desceudfng to the pastora]
walks in Search for el of its food, an( living
there, and iy the lower country, cluring the seye.
Fity. of winter. Its favourite breeding hayye are
Precipitogs rocks, eithep on the coast o inland,
and there, op s0me projecting shelye or ledgr,

* On the Contriry, + phig bird is among the Amgeri
Ci Savages an emblem gy returning health : the Physicians,
or rather magicians, whep they visit a sick Person, in.
voke the Raven, ang imitate his croaking voice,"

# Adair, Hig, of Am. quoted from Penn, Aret. Zoal. il p. 24,
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the nest is placed, fsrmed of an Immense mass of
sticks, warmly and compactly lined inside with
hair or wool; or if, on the face of the eliff, some
aged and time-worn tree %till remains, and edn
alford a sufficient resting-place for the heavy
fabric, it is sometimos selected, but in general the
rock itselfl'is preferred. These eyeries are réturned
to year after year, apd the.same Spot is_again
chosen, as is the ease with many of the rap-_
fores ;. particular crags anfl Yoods have_received
their names from the presence of these nesting
places; and it is not uncomman, particularly
in the south of Scotland, for the rock which
affords an eyery to the Peregrine Falcon, to
he also tenanted by the Raveh, In, England, the
breeding place is more frequently sdected® on
trees, from the want, undoubtedly, of suitable
cliffs ; but all along the rugged goasts, and in
mountainous districts, the latfps seem to be pre-
ferred, and, so far as we are aware, this is the
case in the north of Eurdipe, wherd the species is
also abundant. The Raven js one of our carliest
breeders, commencing in*a Mild, saason in the
beginning of February. Where, the birds have
been undisturbed, the nest may be easily ap-
proached, but after alarm they becumﬁ"ext’mmely
wary, at the commencement of® thejr incubation
soaring in eircles at a great leight above the
intruders, uttering at short,interyals their hoarse
and sipgularly Sopnding croak. As their cares
incrnasc, they become less timorous, and ecross
and reeross the situation of the nest, when it is
VoL. 1r. 5 P f
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approached, with a rapid flight, the wings being |
moved with a peculiarly short and quick stroke,-”
the voice becoming at the same time much more
angry and impatient ;"still the parents keep out of
harm's way, and it is only when the young are
handled, and utter their shriller croak, that they
dash &t the enemy, and pass within his reach.
hutl_“s theit m‘m::e:' at this interesting period,
in a district where r.I:m' are occasionally molested,
but where man is Tess frequently present, they
fiercely defend their young, and become an easy
prey if they dread intrusion on their premises.
A specimen of a female in our collection was so
wary, that she could not be approached on the
nest, which was bhilt- on"an old tree, growing
frofh the=precipitous bank of a deep mountain
ravine, and whizh commanded a view of the
country around. Finding access impossible, stra-
tagem was resorféd to, and a gun was fixed at
about thirty yards dlstnm:r. pointed at and bear-
ing on the neét, a lt:rurr"htrmn- was attached to the
trigger, the gun was cocked, and some hours
after dark, the string was pulled, the result was
the capture of the bird alluded to. This disposi-
tion was very different from that of the bird
mentioned by White of Selborne, which allowed
the tree on which she sat to be eat, and * was
whipped down llg the twigs, which- brought her
dead to the gropynd.”* In Ireland, their distribu-
tion, habits, and breeding stations, are  nearly
similar.
* White's Selborne.
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The food of ths Raven wvaries at different
scasons ; grains form but a small portien, though
they are sometimes eaten ; * insects, and their
larvie, as they occur, may be occasionally preyed
on, but they by no means form so general a por-
tion of food as they do among the lcwer specmw
of Crows. The small nnmmal'n are prc‘vutl on,
and in spring, when gJl creasures are producing
their offspring, the eggs of h!rdf‘ and the young.
of animals are sought after and devoured ; and it
is this carnivorous propensity which has caused
to them g0 much persecution from, the shepherd.
They are undoubtedly «ery destructive both to
the newly dropt lambs, and to weak sheep, and
the extensive range of awpastoral farm renders
watching or attention quite impossible  but ffom
this lr.}l-:: suffered by the tepant, mMust be subtracted
the advantages derived from the check which they
keep upon many of the small® members of the
animal kingdom, whigh.aunless to a eertain extent
kept down, might, and oh some oeccasions have,
become extremely troublesogne; for in all our
reasonings on the harm or*adVvantages prodaced”
to man Ly various creatures, we are much too
apt to logk only at the question in immediate
consideration, without at all pmrn:mng its con-
sequences on some other portion’of living beings,
or on the prerluctions of the vegetable world. It
is, however, from its depredations on the young
Inmbs."l,hnt itz persecution is chiefly carried on,
and in many parts very considerable rewards

* Heysham, &e.
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The strength of the bird itself renders it a match
for most of its open énemies. Carrion is at all
times eagerly sought after, and any ecircumstances
which produceits presence,at the same timeattracts
these pirds from_ their more usual haunts in the
neighhogrhood. Ir. some-of our Scottish deer
forests, nowmostly let for the sport of deer-stalking,

we are told that the numbers which collect scmu
after the season has commenced, is in some parts
almost incrediple. They are drawn there by the
spots where the deer hava fallen, and by the ani-
mals which have escaped wounded, and which
have either died, or fram their wedk and sickly
state can e attacked without fear. Dr Richard-
son, speaking of "its habits in the fur countries,
says,® « The experienced native, when he sees
from afar a floc®of Ravens wheeling in small
circles, knows that a party of his countrymen,
well provided with venison, are eneamped on the
spot, or that a band of wolves are preying on the
carcass of some of fhe larger quadrupeds, and
pushes on briskly in the ecertain prespect of
l*nvirg his wants supplied ;" and thus in another
way is'a Know ledge of their habits made subser-
vient to the negessities of man. Ravens are also
said occasionally tp frequent the vieiiiity of towns,
but in Britain this is far from being frequent,
though near some of the cities and villages ‘on the
Continenr, where:dead animals are more coms

* Northern Zoology, ii. p. 200.

i
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are offered for its destruction. This, indeed, is A
almost the only check on their own multiplication.-”
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monly exposed ons the outskirts, it has been
recorded to be their habit. In the vicinity of
Edinburgh there formerly existed one or two
eyeries, one on the Castle rock, another on
Arthur Seat, &e. We have seen a pair perch
early in the morning on the chimneys of St

" James' Square, but at no time have we '|:.1Eﬂ]]

aware of their being affractedaw ithirf the prnmnctb
of the city by the presence od carrion or any,
offal. .

When reared from the nest, the Raven becomes
extremely familiar, and in a stable, or court-yard
is even of some use, seldom allowing a rat to
escape ;3 but their instinet here does not teach
them selection, and a yeun® puppy, or early
poultry, are not respected more that verlnin,
The power of pronouncing words and sentences
also makes them more frequently tamed, and their
articulation is so distinet, thfit many mistakes

have in consequence_happened, while the anec-

dotes related of them are*till moré numerous.
Its geographical distributign is extremely wide,

pretty generally spread oVer® thg mountainous’

parts of Europe; it extends also ta Northern Asia,
and according to Temminck it is found in Japan.
In North America, it is not an unl'req‘imni bird
becoming more plentiful towards the north, and
abounding iprthe fur countries. It is noticed by
almost all our northern travellers,

There is littie difference between the sexes
except in size, the male being slightly larger,

| and having the lanceolate feathers on the head

-
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and neek longer, and more marked. In the
height of -plumage, during the breeding season,
its clear and dark glossy ]!-|u|'|l‘1:"i‘ with brilliant
steel-blue reflections, render it a beautiful object

for the ornithologist.

Tus Carrion Caow, Corvus coroxg, Linn.

— (Corvus corons, Linn. &e.— Carrion Crow of

British guthors.— The DBritish species, next in
size and strength to.the Raven, is the Carrion
Crow, so named apparently from its preference
to dead animal matter, cither newly killed, or in
a state of carrion. This bird is of very common
distribution .,over the. greater part of Britain,
inhdbiting chiefly wooded districts, and the pre-
sence of a dying or newly killed animal is surely
indicated by the assemblage of these birds; but
although this is tlfe case, the food is very various,
or rather indiscriminate._grain, berries, insects,
weak or small animals,”young birds, eggs, &e.;
and it is chiefly persecuted on aceount of its
depredations op the game, attacks on the poultry
yard, or occasionally on weak lambs ,or fallen
sheep ; from the latter we have at times seen the
eyes torn out before the animal was dead, and
before it could be relieved.  Minnows and small
fishes are frequently watched for ia the shallow
pools by the edg,es of.rivers, &e. and on the coast
the sea wrack is almost daily examined, the shoals
are waded througl:, and in both abundance of food

is obtained ; shell-fish is also eaten, and the manner /[

W
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of rising in the air, and allowing the shell to fall

« and break, so that the interior can be obtained,

has been often cited as an instance of high instinet,
and of the fact that anifhals will perform au
action with a foreknowledge or memory of the
result. which is to be effected. Heptiles are also
sometimes seized, particularly frogs in the very
young, or in the tadpole state. We onece saw
this bird seize and carry Uﬂ are adder ; it exhi-_
bited great wariness of 1p|:ru‘u,h. but at_last used
a ﬁvuurahie opportunity, and seized the reptile
behind the head, and immediately flew off, it
passed in flight within & few yards, and we could
distinetly see the manner in which it was held.

The Carrion Crow is s more wopodland bird
than the preceding. Tt lives in pairs, omcontillues
during the barren part of the season in small
troops, the amount of the last brood. The nest,
strongly framed with sticks, and warmly lined
with wool and hair, ig almost always placed on a
tree, and at a considefable distince from the
greand. At times in a wild sub-alpjne sheep dis-
trict, where the ravines aid green sides of the
mountain valleys are dotted with a few natural,
rugged thorn and mountain ash trees, we have
seen the nest not more than eight or teffect high ;
but in woods and lu-dge rows, the tallest and
often the byrest tree is selected.

Though distributed gcuemlijr in DBritain, it
may bie called an inland bird ; for in those districts
where our next species, the. Gray-backed, or
Hooded Crow is abundant, its place on the coast
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is almost entirely supplied by it ; and beyond the
middle Highlands the same comparative distribus
tion oceurs, the Carrion Crow giving place to the
next. In Ireland, Me Thompson writes to us,
that throngh the north of Ireland they chiefly
frequent the sea coast. OF its foreign range we
Lnow it to be spread over Europe, and is noted
by Temminck among the Japanese birds ; but it
does not extend:to North America, as was sup-
" posed, the species ocdurring there, (C. Ameri-
eanus) being quite distinet, differing in all its
form and propgrtions. When writing the notes
for Wilson’s North American Ornithology, al-

though we had no doubt of the fact, the want of

specimens for comfiarison prevented us entering
on the sulject. Soon after, we received a speci-
men from Pennsydvania, through the kindness of
Mr Swainson, which at once removed all doubt ;
and since that, we have examined other American
skins sent to us by Mr Daubleday. Mr Audubon,
in 1834, deseribed it in his biography as distinct.
The outline of the bill of the American bird
¢xhibits some differente from that of the true C.
corone, being weaker and much less conical in
shape, forms at once reconcilable with_the bird
much less*ecarnivorous, and almost as it were
bolding a place bitween C. corone and frugilegus.

The plumage is entirely black, with stecl-blue
reflections, and in the beight of the breeding state
it is very rieh and glossy. The female is_rather
smaller than the male.” The Carrion Crow may be
distinguished from the C. Americanus by the
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colours of the reflections of the plumage, and also
by its structure ; on the head and neck it is much
looser and more unconnected, and the lustre is
of that peculiar reddish purple seen in the Rusfy
Grackle, ( Scolecophagus ferrugineus.)

L

Tae Hoopep, on J{m's'mh" Cn’ox‘ Conrvus
corNiX, Linn.— Corvus cornix, sLinn— Hooded,
Gray-backed, or Royston Crow of British authors.
—5o far as our information, and observation have
extended, this species is stationagy through the
year in the northern poerts of Seotland, while in
the south, and in some parts of LEngland, it is
migratory. It possesses.thi samg predatory
habits with the last, but from being® conflhed
almost in distribution to_the ceast, they are not
so severely or generally felt. 1t destroys the
eges and young of birds, and where not defended,
robs the nests of the sea fowl ; it is also said ocea-
sionally to attack young*lambs. Tis great fund
of subsistence, however, is op the shore, and the
various marine animal productions wlich are cast®
up with every tide furnish it with a constant
supply, which, perhaps, in some measure checks
the degree of mischief which it might™otlierwise
commit on the productions of ‘ecultivation. As
we previouslw remarked, in those localities where
it abounds, it fills almost entirely. the place of the
last, extending ifland for five or six miles; and
beyond that distance, unless where the country is
intersected with bays or long salt water lochs,

i
o
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stragglers only appear. Inethe very north of

Scotland, -however, where, from the form of the -

land, the distance from sea to sea is comparatively
short, it is by far the most prevailing bird, the
other appearing gradually to decrease. In the
south, again, they arrive with our winter birds of
passage, a‘“requemﬂtlm shores and extensive downs
or comaogs, and ingspring,depart again for their
hmcding(ﬁunrtﬂi. They breed chiefly on cliffs,
“placing the nest onadedge of rock, or selecting
some stunted tree which bas a suitable resting
place. In mapy parts, the coast is wooded nearly
to the water edge, and then a tree is selected ; at
the same time, we may safely affirm, that a rugged
rocky coast,is thiir,most favourite breeding
staffon. eAn individual occasionally strays in-
land, and in spring finds a mate in the Carrion
Crow. We have repeatedly seen them breeding
together, and could only account for it in this
way, one or two indivigduals only oceurring in
the distriet ailuded to during the winter. The
produce is birds of iptermediate plumage ; but we
have never been able to trace them again breeding,
or for any long period. In Ireland the habits
are similar, and Mr Thompson writes that it is
common, and resident through the year. Tem-
minek remarks, chat it is abundant in the eastern
parts of Europe, which are of asmountainous
character, but he doeg not mention whether it is
particularly confined to the coast. He also states
that it is abundant in Norway and Sweden,
migrating, however, in winter from some of the
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districts. They swarm in Carinthia and Croatia,
in Holland they appear only in winter and automn,
and out of Europe, he smtes, they are very com-
mon in Japan.

The head, throat, wings, and tail black, the
rest of the plumage clear smoke gray, having the
shaft of each feather black, and the centréd rather
darker. In the mule speci=iens the gray parts
of the back and under parts are=indicated by the

edges of the feathers heTng narrowly margined
with gray. 3

Tue Jackpaw, Convus MONEDULA.—Clorvius
monedula, Linn. §e.— The Jackdaw of British

.authors.— This species is of a more fandiliar

nature than any of the precedi=g, and in all the
cultivated districts of LEurope where it abounds,
it lives as freely in the midst of the most popu-
lous cities, as in its_natural wild localities. In
noticing the manners of *a bird suth as the Jack-
daw, we are often at a loss to deseribe what they
are in a state of wildlness, for we cannot say that
the belfreys of churches, or the chimneys of
houses, are their natural breeding stations : and
with a few other of our native birds, Hieir habits
have been so associated with cultivation, that by
many they have never been observed in their
really wild and original state.

The Jackdaw, as known over the greatest por-
tion of the Britigh islands, is one of our most
forward and familiar birds, frequenting ruined
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buildings, churches, office-houses, wherever there
is an empty chimney or turret, often eausing~"
annoyance by stopping up those which have been
in disuse during the spring ; and abounding in all
our large towns, where towers, and castles, and
spires furnish holes and niches to support or hide
its pest. It there assembles in small parties,
and carries on the daties of-incubation, regardless
of all the bustle zround. The nest is built with
sticks, and it is astonishing with what perseve-
rance the birds will ezrry on until some vacaney
is filled up, and a resting-place is secured for
the nest; but at the same-time they often exhibit | _~
a great want of instinct, for they will continue to

drop sticks dewn a Wide chimney, where perhaps |
not bne will remain, until cart loads have accu-
mulated beneath.” We have also seen attempts
made to build amidst the capitals of large sup-
porting columns, and week after week endea-
vours to place the sticks geross the projecting
ledges or ornaments. Gne or two might remain

for a short while, byt were sure to be displaced

in fresh attempts, whilé underneath the result of

a morning’s labeur was often as much asa single
person could at once remove ; this gwe have
known® colitinued in the same spot for some

vears. In their Thore natural state, the rugged g
precipices and ecaves on the sea codsy, and par- i
ticular loecalities in monntain districts, abounding 'y
with fissures, and clothed with “ivy, seem the *f

places resorted to; aged andghollow trees are
also sometimes chosen, but it is perhaps more
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from particular eircumstances, in the same way
that rabbit-warrens are in some distziets mueh
frequented, and on the rocky islands, or near the
shores, where this little animal is often kept and
abounds, their burrows are used by the Jackdaw
as well as by various sea fowl, (tlm sheldrake,
puffins, petrels, &e.) nevertheless, we consider
rocky and mountainous places to bé their natural
resorts. On many parts ﬂF th= sea coast, and
upon inland rocks, have,” in ancient times, been
placed old castles, or places of defence, and
now amidst their ruins a colony is always to be
found spreading themeselves also over the suit-
able parts of the adjacent crag; but around
all the northern shores of Seftland, where build-
ings are less frequent, there are mang coldhies
of this bird, and apparently =in places where
nothing but the natural fitness of the situa-
tion could attract them. Here the nest is built
in fissures, in holes, or-in the interior of caves,
and often outwardly exlkibits a vdst assemblage
of sticks, sometimes partia]lly concealed by a

drapery of ivy, or other wild creepers. Many'

nests are often placed together, so near that the
birds almost touch, at the same time there is no
ingerference or community of hatching, ahd the
entrance is gencrally by differedt apertures. In
cultivated districts, again, where there is a want
of the retreats incident to hdiltlings, they live
in smadl companies intermingled with the common
rook, with whmh‘hcv scem always to associate
in terms ,perfectly friendly, and in the rookery
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make the mass of nests, which the accumulation
of years zollects, serve as a cover and substitute "‘"" 1
for the shelter of caves or ruined build ings. We
have seen three or four nests placed underneath
one of those large masses, which was hollowed out
and added to beneath, so as to form a hollow
apartment, in which the various appropriate
linings were deposized,

The food of the Jackdaw is similar to that of
its congeners, only being a bird of less strengtly
than many of them ;.its habits are in a manner
modified to the power it possesses of procuring
subsistence. Amidst culsivation it associates with v T
the common rook, and f‘eeds_nn grains, roots, t
insects, &ec.: or beiag a little more forward,
it oeeasicaally takes what can be procured in the
barn and stable yards, or in the garden, while in
the midst of cities and towns it is never at a loss,
and  will indiseriminately feed on almost any
kind of offal. It is a bird very easily tamed, and
with moderaté attention will continue for years
to obey the gall. It will alight on the head and :
shoulder, aud_take up an accustomed perch in _J
the kitchen, in, expectancy of its uspal allow-
ance,

The geographical range of this species scems
scarcely to have been so much attended to as
some of the preceding. Over Britai,and Ircland

“it is general, byt is wanting in many extensive _
tracts of the outer Hebrides. [n Europe it seems
nearly equally cammon, but ggo what extent it ‘{
ranges in Northern Asia, or of its limits, we are J
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ignorant. Temminek, in his Supplement, adds,

_that it is extremely common in nountainous

parts of the Morea.*

In country localities the Jackdaw is a clean
and agreeable looking bird, and the adult male,
in the height of his breeding pIumnge'. i not
devoid of beauty, while the bright and peculiarly
pale coloured iris ways wonveys an idea of
activity and sprightliness, however much  th»
plumage may be dulled l.:} the dirt and smoke of
towns. Length of the male chout thirteen and a half,
or fourteen inches ; erown of the head rich blaek,
with violet reflections, forming a eircular cap or
crown ; back part of the head, cheeks, nape, and
sides of the neek, dark sr~oke gray; the fegthers
loose and unconneeted ; upper pargs,"wings and
tail, black, with blue and violut reflections ; the
under parts blackish gray, nearly dull black on
the chin, and with the tips, for nearly half an
inch in breadth on the breast, paler; the irides
are clear grayish white, and add much to the
lively appearance of the bird. The female is
rather less, being only about thirteon inches in
length, the markings on the head are rather less
distinet, and the upper parts are of a blickish
gray, with violet reflections. , Cream coloured
and dusky wvarieties are not unfrequent ; the
former presenting the charagters of an albino
having the irides red.  Picd varieties also oceur.

®" Supp. p. G1.
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Rook, Corvus FRUGILEGUS.— Corvis frugile--

gus, Linn. &e.— Common Rook of British authors.
—We have placed the Common Rook last among
the British species of Crows, because it varies
somewhat in its gregarious habits, and by the
bareness of the base of its bill, which by some
ornitholqgists have been thzught to be characters
of sufficient impartance to entitle it to a place
generically separate.  In every respect, however,
it is essentially a Crow, and any little differences
of either structure or habits will only serve to
connect its own group with some of those nearly
allied to it. . J 2
The Common Rookss perhaps more connected
with the park scenery of Britain than any other
wild bird. The huge piles of its nest which dot
the avenued approaches to the residences built in
the end of the sixteenth and in the seventeenth
centuries, are seen from = distance, and have a
marked appearance on the character of the place,
while the bustle and, the noise of the rookery on
a near approagh is always interesting, and is
protected by the owners as a fitting acoessory to
theirs chase or domain. In the manners of the
group generally, there is a familiarity which leads
many of its members to court the vicinity of
cultivation and of hobitations. Féw rookeries
" exist at present far from some mansion, though
this may be accounted for by the prevalénce of
the largest and firest timber eccurring near the
residence. At the same time, we are not aware
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ol any station exigting in a retired or secludd
region of forest, or indeed of any which Las net
a mansion of one kind or other, baronial hinll, or
lowly cottage, within sight or hearing. The Rook
is at all times gregurious, and whether during
the scason of incubation, or during winter, may
always be seen in large flocks feeding anfl roost-
ing together.  Dor a breedigg = Statfon or rockery,
all kinds of trees are indiscriminately 1uml
1iiuttg]1 it is most {r -queﬂlr_'l, SeCln among “'IJIIL|‘1
of fir trees, or ou those ol beech, place, and ash,
which were then most in use for planting the
avenues of the last and previous centuries. When
it happens to be chosen among deciduous trees,
the loeality serves for g-1Gokery, only® and is
returned to at the proper season, ahnost Un «
lmllii..uhr‘ day, the ]}ll.'llllar':u- being  frequently
visited lIurm{, the intervening time; but when
placed in a wood of pines, the birds return
nightly to roost througl the year. In the furmer
case, they resort during the wintfr to some pine

-wood often many miles distaut fromp the breeding

station, and which affords "lhmu svarmih anid
shelter. [ Thenee at day-break li:ﬂ. depart Lo their
feeding hl‘mll:da, often visiting their breeding
place as they pass or repass, and remidnimg for a
short time as if' examining its tondition. "Lheir
fliglits are lé;l.'ﬂ'n simultaneously, and having gaiued
a convenient altitude, they fly' in a wixed troope
direetly to the point intended.

The food of the Rook consists less frequently
of animal matter than that of the other Crows we

VOL. 11, W

-



243 ROOK.

E

have just deseril o : CcArTion MLy ho'ncmsimmﬂrt
eaten, and we have trnppv-d them with the bait of
an ezz, or a piece of bacon fat, but this forms the
exception, and it may be stated as made up of
grains, fruit, roots, worms, slugs, insects and
their larvae.  During the season of incubation the
neighbourhood furnishes an ample supply ; when
the young aie able.to accompany their parents,
excursions are made to a distance ; and previous
to the ripening of the #rains, the muirs are much
frequented, and at this time the wild berries are
ripe, and many species of large caterpillars
abound. As the grain nipens, they deseend to
the fields, and consume a considerable quantity ;
as the®*season advdnees, the potato and turnip
crops arerin their turn partially attacked; and
when these cease,or during tiie severity of winter,
scarcely any thing will come amiss, from whatever
ean be gathered in the fields, to the refuse of the
dung-hill and barn-yard.. The greatest damage
which the hisbandmar ean allege against the
Hook, is done when _his young wheat begins tor
zppear above ground # then a * flock of Crows”
may cause considerable loss, and being guided to
the sweet and swollen grain by the tender shoot,
tliey burrow with their hills, and leave the < braird™
to perish deprived of its nourishment. Another
destructive period is, when the potsto has been
newly planted, to the sets of which they are
equally guided by the young shhot, and 2 crop
thus may be materially injured. These depreda-
tiens are Ly far the most serious, but in general o

s
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little watehing wolld prevent or lighten them,
for neither the grain nor the root is sought after
when vegetation has somewhat advaneed, and we
consider the destruction of slugs, and the grubs,
or larvee of the inscets, which feed on the roots
of the wvarious grains and grasses, mul there-
fore affect our crops and pagtures, as at least
compensating for their desfruction orginjury to
the produce of the h{idw Ifi a few districts
orders for extirpation ha¥e been issued. These,
in some instances, have mot been followed out,
in others their execution has been regretted, but
even the addition of the destruetion made among
the young when they have I{-Fr. the nest, and are
termed * hranchers,” as a eatter of 5pmt to spme,
and as articles of food to others, have b8en insufli-
cient to check their numbers,”for on the whole
the species seems to have rather increased, and
we know of the growth of several new rookeries
without a corresponding falling off_of those near
them. Except such as are ul' modern date, the
age of the establishments seems mearly coeval
with that of the trees on which theyrest, and it
is very seldom, indeed, that we <earn of a com-
plete extirpation. 1‘v"ll]ufrll:-- and towps ]m.'«-.L+ in
inany instances, al-:wnnruund ]n:-u‘ colonies, but the
inhmbitants will only quit their venerable resting
place on thgremoval of the tregs themselves, ami S
if left thus unmolested, wilk continue to assemble
at thelr stated ':iuu:s. and perform their allotted
duties, seemingly unconscious of the most erowded
and noisy thoroughfares. Both Edinburgh and

-
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Glasgow can, at this day, exhibit their rookeries .f!""

within their well-peopled bounds.

We are not aware that the geographieal range
of this bird has been attended to with any more
precision than the last.  In the British islands it
15 ﬂenernll} distributed, preferring, however, the
cultivated districts, decreasing towards the north,
and beipr alua'.s least abuadant in the alpine or
wooded mountaiiious regions.  Out of Britain it
has been mentioned to be frequent in temperate
European regions, and to extend to Asia, and
according to the list in M. Temminck's Supple-
ment, is enumerated as a’bird of Japan.

The complete plumage of the Rook is, like that
of the preceding, cleza, glossy, and beautiful, a
elear black, with blue and violet reflections 5 the
feathers of the lead and neck, with their webs,
decomposed, and the texture loose and silky.
The greatest difference in form exists in the bill,
whicl is more tapering and slender towards the
point, formed for digging, rather than a we dge or
lacerating i insirument. The nostrils are not cov -..red
I:n. the incumbent narrow feathers, and the Lasc
of the bill and chin are bare, ecovered anly by a
naked scaly skin. In the young birds, previous
10 the first moult, the plumage on these parts is
similar to the other Crows, and the denudation
seems to be a very necessary provisfon when they
have to provide for themselves, ﬂ{.‘currmg natu-
rally and not by wearing, and =vidently intended
to prevent annoyznce from wet soil, &e. adhering
* 10 the feathers ; in the nestling state, and during

i
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summer and aatumin their food is not sought
where this would be a hindranee, and by, the
time the fallows are turned up, and the fields
hare, the plumage near the bill is in a state not
to be incommoded.

The Rook is subjeet to variety, entirely white,
of a sienna colour ol different dqurelr-s ﬂ!‘ll:h‘thlh,

and often lm:mt:l'ulh' t".ln:-d » P

&, [
e Ll

In the next form which is now considered as
entitled te a sub-generic appellation, after being
long since placed by Drisson as sach, and again
withdrawn and replacdd according to differing
views of his follgwers. we have a continuation of
the habits of the lesser or w caker truu'Lro“ s, butin
conjunction with a lengthened tail, and very short
wings, of which the ﬁrsl.-qm!I fs rather abruptly
narrowed towards the tip. In consequence, they
tlo not possess the power of a strong or often
soaring flight, as amengthe former, but proceed
in jerking curves, and with a short n}ﬂen repeated
stroke. 'T'he colours of the nlumags are brighter
and more contrasted. lﬁr"r live T™n pairs, or
assemblesin parties to the amount of the broods
of the past year. Their habits are grboredl, at
the same time tisy are partial to the vicinity of
eultivation.  Very few species are known ; those
which werg Tormerly included, being now sepa-
rated among other genera. » .

Pica, Brisson.— Generic characters.—Bill and

fect as in corvus; tail much lengthened and

-
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cuneated ; wings with the fourth quill long-
est, tie two preceding graduating, the first
" short, and narrowing for two-thirds of its
length. Pica melanolenca.
Europe, America, Asia.

Tre Macrig, Pica MELANOLEUCA.— Cortus
pica, Linn. — Garrulus picus, Temm. Supp. p.
63.—Magpee of British authors, — Although the
principal colours of the Magpie are only two, yet
from the manner in which they are contrasted,
and from the brilliant reflected tints by which
they are varied, it is perhaps one of our most
beautiful birds, while its presence in the midst of
cultivation, and its active and rather forward
manners, render it i® many countries a favourite,

while in others:it is looked upon with a kind of

superstition. The natural loealities of the Mag-
pie seem ,to be a district partially wooded,
where there are no vast tracts o forest, 1o moun-
tainous elevation, but ground, through which
it can ramble, and where it ean find shelter at
night or from the storm, in the natural groves
with which it is interspersed. In Dritain, it is
now nearly a constant attendant on cultivation,
and is very generally distributed except in the
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aorth, or in very.alpine districts, where the ele-
vation becomes too great, and the ferest range
too extended,  Like its congeners, it would even
seem to delight in the Yicinity of lmllulnlitlm,
perhaps in some degree attracted by the foad
whieh is there presented to it, and the ne 3--} hour-
hood of villages, or the trees which géue r.ﬂ[y
surround the flrm steading, sre * alufost sure: to be
tenanted by a pair at least rJf shese active birds.
There they station their® 11{.5!, and a, Inrncui.u
tree year ﬂl'h-r year for that purpose is selected,
plantations and woods of limited extent being
also frequently chosen. » Amnng all our native or
itroduced trees, the ash is that most [requently
built upon ; there was an-aficient law or regula-
tion in Scotland, whereby tenants nu:u"‘uhhrrfd tu
plant and rear a certain numbewof ash trees round
the farm-steading, and accordingly most of those
sites arve surrounded by some venerable trees of
this species on which the Pies love to build, and
the prevalence of this trde in such Situations may
bie the eause, without any particular partiality in
the birds existing for it. *Tle ngstsis generally
placed Ligh on a topmost bLraueh, so weak as
scarcely to bear the weight of a boy ; but at.other
times we have segp it placed at a moderaté height
from the ground, in low shrubbery trees, in tall
overgrown_hedges, and a Luua(.hcrr} bush is in
one instanee recorded as hl:uruj" the burden for®
severa] years. “The structure of the nest is very
different from that of the true Crows ; independent
of the usuzl cup-shaped nest, strongly built with®
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stieks, ehiefly selected from thorn or other prickly
shrubs, it is strongly covered over with an @
arched roof of the same materials ; two opposite
holes are left for aceess and egress, so small as
searcely to admit the hand, and we have scarcely
ever examined one of them without being con-
siderabiy seratehed and torn when proeuring the 4
egge.  The base of the nest, as mentioned, is

firmly built witls sticks, -but in addition it is ;
thickly daubed with eclay, which renders it =o

strong as on a high t-ee to resist the effects of

ordinary shot : the inside is commonly lined

with fine dried grasses. In this country, the . =
Magpie, theugh hremhnﬂ' s0 near to houses, is a 1; 4
watehful and shy bird, =i ising from its persecution, |

and Yrequently attempted destruction on account

of its depredations upon the game, and the inmates

of the poultry yard ; but in some of the European

countries where it is protected, it becomes familiar

and devoid of fear. In Norway, Mr Hewitson

tells us, It i on the miost familiar terms with

the inhabitants, pieking elose about their doors.

dnd sometimes walking inside their houses. It

abounds in the fown of Drontheim, mzking its

nest on the churches and warehouses.  Few farm .
houses “ar¢ without several of-them breeding

nunder the eaves,’ their nest suppnrtm] by the s _..
spont.” *  Mp L'mw confirms this: * The Mag- &
pies hop about thé houses in a half tame state, |

* Mag. of Zeol. amd Bot. ii. p. 311.

and are never pelted by the childrent What s )é
t Laing’s Residence in Norway, p. 111. ‘
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\ . : . :
\ different picture of the bird these aceounts ex-

¥ hibit, when compared with the watehfiil bird in
this country, which will not permit an approach
within at least sixty yards. Its food is similar to
that of the true Crows, earrion forming the
smallest portion of it; like the Jackdaw, it is
muech given to plunder the nesgs of other hirds
which do not possess 5|.r"ﬁmt'ul.‘"~»1'.rvn"ﬂ| tm combat

the aggressor. i o
In "Pri"r'tphlc.ﬂ tltclrlhulmn the range is ex-
tensive. It is frequent in *temperate countries
where the locality is suitable, andsreaches con-
siderably to the north. © It extends, we believe,
to Northern Asia, J'\.r‘r'nrdm:: to Temminek's
Supplement, it is widely *-pl'e'ul over® llw Maogea,
~while in Japan it is exactly the same “ith the
bird of Europe.” It seems also"to be found in
the interior of China, though to what extent we
are ignorant.t In America the bird was deseribed
by Wilson, hut -|::*|_‘:1|“]t_-n-a Ijmui_rllt liome by the
Arctic expeditions were considered distinet, and
named C. Hudsonicus by Mr Eabime, in which _
state the Prince of I ‘h[uargnnnn in his Iatest eom-
parative view is still inclined to kéep them. . We
have compared a northern specimen, byt do “not
pereeive differencea-<ufitient to _entitle gepara-
tion, and by all our modern ornithologists, with
the exception above named, we are borne out i
this view. Dr Iichardson states«it as a resident

. -
* Temm. Mon. Supp. p. U3.

t North. Zool. ii. p. 202, nute.
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in the interior distriets of both sides of the IRocky
Mountairs, but it is rare on the Atlantic coasts,
or near Hudson's Bay.

The Nurcracken, the last British bird entering
among the Corvine, was separated generically
from the true Crows by Brisson, under the title
of Nucifragd. For-long period only one species,
that of Europe,” was knewn. Lately Mr Gould
figured another very closely allied from the
Himalaya range, and the Prince of Musignano
and Mr Audubon have now ranked the Corvus
Columbianus of Wilson along with them. The
form is a very remarkable one, uniting the strue-
ture of the Crows with some of the habits of a
Seansariai bird.

; L
NuciFRAGA, Briss— Generic characters.—Bill
nearly straight, culmen rounded, and slightly
entering among th» frontal feathers, rather
dilated at the basé, the point blunt; wings
long, fourth and fifth quills longest and
equal,*first, econd, and third, graduating ;

. tarsus and feet strong; the centre toe and

«claw equalling the first in length ; the centre
and hind claw longs N, e<ryocatactes.

Europe, Asia; in North America represented

by C. eolumbianus.

:’,'...
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CosmsoN NuTeRACKER, NUCIFRAGA CARYO-
caTacTEs, Priss.— Carvus caryocatactes, Linn.
— Caryocatactes, Will— Nutcracker, Nuteracking
Crow of Dritish authors.—As a Dritish bird, very
few instances are on record of the Nuteracker
having been seen or captured. The fofowing
may be wmentioned : two nogedby Hontagne,—
one killed in North Devon, the other in Corn-
wall; and, in addition, M Selby states that the
bird was onee seen in Northpmberland in Nether-
witton Wood. Of its habits we desiderate much
a correct account from gbservation’; so far as the
works of authors deseribe the bird, we know it to
be gregarious, thiit it freguénts wooded alpine
regions, feeding partially on the kernels of Kard
seeds, and on insects ; breeding in the holes of
decayed trees, and occaSionally ascending their
trunks in a climbing manner.

This is the account Temminek gives us. Mr
Selby, in a note, has stated, on tht authority of
his brother, who met with a large flock in a forest
in Switzerland, composed of pinasters and stone:
pines, that they were busily Engn_'.r;cd feeding on
the seeds contained in the cones.* * The locality
of the l.ltrll:ll:i;j,mH bmi i general colirms these
accounts. ¢

Crown of the head and nape blackish brown;
the quills black, with a narrow tip of white on
some Of the last, feathers of the bend of the wing
and on “the shoulders tipped with white ; the tail

* Yol i. p. G5,
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hlack, tipped with white, the white tips increas-
ing in size and extent towards the outside, the
under tail coverts pure white ; the remaining parts
of the plumage rich umber-brown, with a purplish
tinge, having the tip of each feather marked with
a large oval spot of white ; on the throat the spots
are nakrow, but under the eves, and on the sides
of the n_l:ck,'thni' are neagly confluent, In this
species the bill is ~traighter and more subulate than
in that from alpine "Iidia, and the claws on the
centre and hinder taes are much more slender
and lengthened.  Length rather more than eleven
inches. ;

The Jays composing, the next sub-family of the
Cot'eide, are generally of muech more gaudy
plumage than ang of the preceding, and at the
same time are more arboreal in their habits.
The old genus has been divided into sub-genera,
some of which from warm Jatitudes are of very
beautiful plumage. Ou. British example belongs
to the old fprm, or, true Jays, a group which
rather affects a temperate and sub-alpine region,
and of which the prineipal extra European species
have been chiefly found in the mountainous re-
gions of Iadia. nd .3 Lo

Gannvrus, Will ughby.— Generiz characters.
~DBill rather short, straight at the base, tip
bent and distinetly notched, commissure
straight, nostrils covered and protected by
short bristly feathers; wings rounded, first
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quill short, nextYour graduated, fifth and sixth
longrest 3 Jers weaker proportionally than in
Carvus; lund toe strong, with a dilated
sple. G, glendarius.® i
Note.—Head erested, plumage loose.  Europe,

Asin.
&
L -
¢ - »
T e 3 =
THE EUROPEAN JAY.
Grarrulus frff.'mfarim.l ;
PLATE XIM.
LA -
] . r
Corvos glandarius, Line. — Piea glandaria, Kiein.— Gar-

rulus, Briss. — Jay of Britith suthors,

Tue common Jay is perhaps one of our most
beautiful birds. Thesgeseral tint of his plumage
is chaste and pleasing, it%is finely €ontrasted by
the deep black of the wings and tail, and the
brilliant hue of the feathers®composing the spuri-
ous piniog enlivens the whole beyond the general
brilliancy ¢f our northern birds. To these may
be added the l'|1liﬂ-_I_L_§.“Ey._L.'ﬁ't'ul}' habit of the’ bird,

et
and altogether he is an ornament’ and aceeptable

tenant of ouravoods. In the wooded districts of
the south we believe the Jay is "frequent ; as we
proceed, northward, it beeomes much more loeal,
though by no means rare whers it is found, fre-
quenting generally the older wood around private
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seats, and in parks, and some of the forests in the J r;‘_,
middle Highlands. It is common both in Pert! ""‘T
and Argyllshires, but we are not sure that it ex-
tends to the forests of the far north. In lre- &
land it inhabits some of the more southern coun- .
ties. The Juy is strictly arboreal in its labits,

seldom settling_on the ground, and never, we .
believe, feeding there in the manner of the True

Crows. The fuﬂd,}lereﬂlmluss, consists of nearly =
all the materinls furnished by the forest, garden, o

or farm yard, zecorns and beech mast, with the
seeds of the, forest trees, sometimes different
grains ; the eggs of otuer birds, sometimes the 'ﬂ,.rr;
voung birds thr.mse!'rcs, and_almost every pro-

duce of the garded, €n seeds or fruits, are con- 1
stantly plundered, particularly the various wall,

fruit. For this purpose, excursions are made

early in the morning, and the hoarse and peculiar

cry of the watchers will often rouse a lost of
respondent plunderers,» wllen the voice or ap- -
pearance of the gardeygr ecalls their attention to J
danger. Residing.in a district where the Jay is

not immediately common, we have not had a
constant opporunity of seeing themsbat when

visi‘ing where they abounded, we have del ighted -
in watcliing their mannors. © They are imitators
artificially, as all the Corvide are, but not natu- a
rally we think, and we have not hetird in a wild
state other notes tlan what would by most he
termed rather discordant, no- appearancs of the 4
“low song" in epring mentioned by Montague ; |
still we konow that gentleman to have been a (| ‘
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elose and acearate®observer, and we woulidl not
wish Lo 'unlut:;n his accuracy. “'hml'!-:(-pl tame,
which they very soon become, and allowed: suffi-
cient room, they are agrecable pets, become
familiar, playful, and impudent, and posséss the
faculty of imitation to a considerable extent,
some of them so accurately asgto Il:wf: deecived
both man and beaste if we®may believe all the
recorded anecdoles. - =% g e

The Jay builds on trees, and constructs a nest
almost intermediate between those of the Crows
and Thrushes. It is formed exteunally of sticks,,
much wenker, howevef, than that of the Trud
Crows, and internally it is built and lined with
the fibres of roots, and @ few strong strawg or
grasses.  The eggs, five or six in number, are of
a pale bluish green, blatehed With yellowish or
reddish brown.  (See plate XX VIIL)

The forehead, and erown of the head, streaked
with black, feathers B=hind lengtheyed, and form-
ing a erest erectile at pleasure or excitement,
u]nclu adds much to the lively appearance of the
bird. From the corners of the meutii there is a
large black oval pateh or moastache runmn:_',
helow the, aurienlars on each side of the heek
The upper part=af the body, except the rump,
are pale brownish purple red, Il'um" a peculiar
and agrecapie opaque appeargnee.  The under
parts are of the same colour, but paler, and shade
in the tentre inth a reddish yelow-white, becom-
ing pure white on the under fail coverts, The
rump znd upper tail eoverts are also of this same
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pure tint. The greater quiils are bluish black,
the outer ‘webs pale grayish white. ~The secon-
daries are black, the basal half of the outer webs
pure white, forming a conspicuous mark on each
mng. The tertials are also black, having the
hase of the last bright chestnut-brown. The
feathers composing the bastard wing and greater
COVerts,, bmuuf'u]h barred. with black ,a,u{,l bril-
liant blue, formiag a lovely ornament, which is
much prized by the angler. Thail black at the
base, with the appearance of bars from the struc-

_ture of the feathers, and sometimmes there exhibit-

ing a trace of blue. The legs and feet are pale
reddish, or flesh red. The general length is from
t]mmen to fourteen i.ches. .

Another sub-umily shewing the Tenuirostral =

form, presents us with a single British example,
and indeed the sub-family Frezilline contains so
few species assizned to it J»n sufficient grounds,
that farther than adoping it as apparently that
which would fill this place, we know little more.
Our native c¢xample, familiarly known as the
Chough, or Carnish Chough, and rendered a
clas:ical hud from t]m a.llusu:rn made to it ﬁy

Stakespeare in King Lm; mavs be considered as
typical of one genus, the lnrd of alpine Emup{._

shewing nnuther‘ form. The first mpay be thus
Hmrnctu‘med : :

"
Fiecious, Cuvier.— Generie characters.—Bill

strong at the base, eu!men rounded, gradually X
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archied for the whole length ; tomia entire ;
nostrils covered with thick, short, strong
plames, regularly rounded off at the cxtre-
mity ; rictus bristled® wings long; quills

" irregularly graduating, fourth longest ; tail
slightly rounded ; tarsi and feet strong and
short; claws strong. I\ gramft:s, Yeucop-
ferus., : .

Europe, Asia, New. Eolland. «
.t

.Tue CuovcHu or HED-LL(.-GI-[‘I Crow.—Far-
ciLus GracuLus, Curier.— Corvus aracudus,
Linn. — Pyrrlocoraxr graculus, Temm. — Red-
legged Crow, or” Cornisk, Zhovgh, of modern
authors. — This very handsome bird €s lo&liy
distributed, but is perhaps not s rare as has been
generally accounted. In this country it only
frequents sea-coasts, never venturing far inland,
and in this respect seems to difler considerably
from the birds on the Continent, where Alpine
inland distriets are in part inhabited by them. In
Britain, the rocky coasts of Devon and Cornwall,

“ various parts of Wales, and some of the adjacent
isles, are southern luculitiﬂs : in Scotland, St
Abb's Head on the eas Arn side, and the shores
of Wigtonshire and Galloway oif the western, are
frcqucnted snd we learn that it reaches-even the
Hebrides. In Ireland, Mr Thoinpson writes, “it
frequénts the sea-coast chiefly, and occurs in cer-
tain localities, in the north, south, and east of Ire-

land.” But that part where we have seen it most
VOL. 11. n
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abundant is in the Isle of Man, an island of con-
siderable extent, and having precipitous coasts for
at least two-thirds of its cireumference. Round
thtse shores it is so common that we once pro-
cured nearly thirty specimens in a forenoon. The
habits of the bird, as well as the flight, manner of
alightitg among the rocks and fissures, very
closely reserablef those. of the Jackdaw; so
much so, that when we hr;t enjoyed the satisfac-
tion of seeing this bifdson a part of the mainland
where they were not so frequent, we mistook
their flight for that of the last pamed bird, and
missed some opportunities of procuring what we
then considered a very rare bird ; a glimpse of
their red legs first wwndeceived us. During the
bredding ~eason, when we have chiefly seen these
birds, we found them almost constantly on the
coast near the caves ana fissures where the nests
were placed; and they were very seldom seen
more than a quarter of ¢ mile inland, but they
made excursicns so far, ;-hrrhtmg among the rocky
parts of the upland shcep pasture, and occasion-
ally feeding and welkieg on the dry pasture itself,
where ﬂm_v appeared to procure insccts, their
stomachs beifg l:h:eﬂ;-,' at this time filled with
coleopiere. It is alto siid to feed on grains and
berries 3 and we are not aWaFe of any particular
food afforded by the rocky Dritish .coasts which
in that econntry so peculiarly attracts them to
such localities, while on the Continent, the Alpine
ranges on the borders of the snow-line are their

usual haunts. Colonel Montague, who kept one as
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a pet in his garden, and whose account, given in
his Supplement, will be found interesting, states,
« His natural food is evidently the smallest in-
sects, even the minute species hie picks out of the
crevices of the walls, and searches for them in
summer with great diligence. The common grass-
hopper is a great dainty, and the lern-chafler is
another scarce but favourite possel.« Worms are
wholly rejected ; he m:rmetlmt's Lats batley with
the pheasants, and never refeses hempseed.” ©
When the situation of the nests was  ap-
proached, no great restlessness or anxiety was
exhibited. They were ]ﬂacul Wi rents of the
rocks, in the entrances of the eaves, or in over-
hanging ledges of rock, bml: lllut:h in the same
manner as l.huwc of the true Crows. Jhe egus,
from five to seven in mumber, gre of a verditer
or bluish green, bpﬂlll’:d arid blotched with blackish
brown, some specimens nearly resembling those
of the Jackdaw, and apparently subject to nearly
the same variation. As previously stated, this
species inhabits the alpine parts of the European
Continent, and most probibly extends to the
mountainous portions immediateiy across the
frontier, Being found in India and Himalaya.*
This béautiful species is entirely «of a deep
glossy black above, <+iih steel ;blue and green
reflections ; plumage on the head and neck rather
loose and trated with purple ; sunderneath, of a
deep and uniform tint with less lustre.  The
bill is® of a brilliant vermilion red, strong.
* Temm. Sup. i. 70.
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bending for the ﬂImIe length, and without any
trace of a notch; the piumes covering the nos-
trils are close and stiffy and appear as if rounded off
with scissors on the lill. Legs and feet are of the
same brilliant tint with the bill, and are strongly
formed ; the claws brownish black, crooked and
strong®; the development of the wings and tail
large and poiverful,.the flight consequently light
and buoyant ; length, about fifteen inches. The
bill and legs of the féung do not shew for some

" time the brilliant red_colour.

We have reached the second family of the
Conirostres, the Sturnide or Starlings, but two
species only holdirz a place in the British list,
wi™shall-be able to enter but slightly into the

forms of the various genera which compose it. -

The birds at present included in it are almost all
above the middle size; they are chiefly grega-
rious groups, and many of them feed much on the
ground. The colours of the plumage are rich
and varied, generally, however, dark, and running
through all the beautHul gradations of black, blue,
and green. When relieved by other tints, it is
by broad mafses of erimson and yellow, in a few
instances uf white. Tie first member we have
to notice is the Commofi Starling, according to
Swainson forming the Conirostral as-well as typieal
form of the family, and exemplified in the genus.

Stunxsus, Linn. — Generie characters. — 13ill

depressed from the base; culmen rounded,

L

e
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angd entering the feathers of the forehead ;
wings rather lengthened, first quilkvery short,
second longest, the others graduating ; tail
short, inclining to be forked, tips of the
feathers divaricating ; feet strong, terrestrial.
Type.— St vulgaris.
Europe, Asia.

Tue ComMoN STARLING, STURNUS VULGARIS,

¢ Linn. — Stare or Starling of Brifish authors, —
- This beautiful bird is an abundant inhabitant of
many parts of Britain, but is not equally distri-
buted, though it extends from they most southern
parts to the Hebrides. The rocky sea coast, old
castles, and ruined hui"jings, and the wood in
parks or in cultivated districts vhere it is aged,
and abounds in hollow and decayed trees, are
their favourite breeding places, and there many
pairs nestle together, according to the conveni-
ences of the station. At other seasons the lowest
lying districts seem to be their favourite resorts,
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and in the fenny counties of’ England, and what
in Seotland are called holm lands, are frequentesl
often by immense bodies, associating with the
rook and pigeons, flying with them, and feeding
in their company. They roost in willow beds,
or reeds by the sides of lakes, or in marshes, and
an hour before dysk is the most favourable time
to see their beautifal and-varied evolutions, ex-
tending far fron} and_ ardund their station, and
to a considerable hei;gﬁt; the flock at one time
appearing an irregulav and straggling company,
and at another.wheeling into one dark and com-
pact mass, so close as scarcely to be seen through.
In Holland we ﬁh‘lﬂl‘\{-‘[l this _bird in immense
troops during ﬂutumn"shcnlnﬂ its propensity for
alow-lying ami watery country. There they might
be seen in every eadow,—if distinction could be
applied to a country which for miles and miles
shewed an extent of rich low pasture land, sepa-
rated only by ditches or a candd,—keeping company
with Rooks and Lapwings, and roosting at night
in the immense reedsbeds skirting the meres or
lochs, hreed‘ng;nhuut the churches and buildings
having spires, aad sometimes in the old pollard
willows. In many parts of Scotland where
they do not breed, theyarcsedlrratory, appear-
ing in autumn and spring ; but near her old
towers and castles, now mostly in ruins, a few
pairs may be seon, giving life to the generally
grave characters of these baildings. It may
e remarked, however, that on the north coasts
of Scotland, and in the Hebrides, the Starling

(i
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roosts among the eks on the coast, and so
accommodates itself to the want of its more usual
southern roosting places. For a situation for the
nest various places are chdsen. In the stations
we have mentioned, the roeky caves and fissures
are chosen, and it is rather an unlooked for mediny
of forms to find the Rock- [Iu\e and Corlnorant
nestling with the Starling, in tke s.llm?grmt cavity,
within lhE distance of adew yards. Mr M'a.cgllll-
vray also mentions, that h& has found their nests
“in large winding holes in grassy banks of an
unfrequented islet, which I copjecture to have
been originally formed by rats,”  Ruined build-
ings and aged trees are in other parts the most
favourite stations, and wher€ these are awanting,
a pigeon-cot, the abutments of a 'I:ridbﬂ:, l:ur“:m;l.-r
large and exalted, not much frequented building,
is also occupied by them.

From the difference in the plumage of the
immature birds, soms eonfusion has arisen, and
species have been multiplied, while the name of
solitary thrush being mistakenly applied to the
young, has caused the ibtrdduction into our
fauna of .the genus Petrocincla.. The male, in
adult wintgr or complete autumnal plunmgc-, is of
a rich velvet blagk, 5r.{'mi|d]y lighténed with
reflections of green, blue, and pdrple, and having
cach feather«ipped with a triangular or star-like
point of yellnmuh or reddish. white. As the
hrucd_u-g season advances, these tips fall off) by
which the feathers become narrower or more
hackled, and the tints of the head and neck, and
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greater portion of the lower parts, hrnn[lm of a
uniform dark tint, having the reflections still more
brilliantly kept up; on the back, wings, and tail
coverts, the pale tips and edges still remain,
The shoulders and wing coverts are black, with a
predominance of purple reflections ; the secon-
daries "are grayish black, margined with deep
shining greeaish bljek, and exterior again to that
with reddish whige, which, bowever, is lost during
the breeding state. "The quills are gravish black,
with dark outer webs, and a pale reddish white
margin. The tail short, but full and broad, is of
the same colour, and has the shafts and a dark
margin distinetly marked, and is completed by
the same coloured yale edge. The bill is gam-
boge yellow, darker towards the base. The feet
and legs reddish brown. 1In the female the
colours are nearly simiiar, but during the breed-
ing season, the pale tips of the feathers are not so
completely lost. Lengtl) of. a specimen now be-
fore us is abcat nine inches,

The young are nearly of a uniform hair brown,
paler benepth, and baving the secondaries and
greater cuveﬂﬁ*edged with rufous or yellowish
white. Sometimes the upper parts are glossed with
green refla:tions. Crear.;;l:nl‘t_}-u:gd varieties occur.

The other British genus belonging to this
family is Pastor of Temminek, considered by
Swainson as the Dentirestral type. They are
confined chiefly to the warmer districts of Africa
and Asia. It is thus characterized :

N
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Pastor, Temminck. — Generic characters, —

. " Bill depressed . at the base, tip notched ;

4 wings long, first quill short, second and
third longest; tail short, inclining to Le
forked ; feet strong, gressorial.

Type.—Pastor roseus.

Note—Lurope, Asia, Africa. Habits gregari-
ous, feed mueh on the grodnd,=

0
r T
LS

ROSE COLOURED PASTOR.
Pastor roscus. — TeRM
Y PLATE XIV,

-

Turdus roseus, Linn. S{:np._ﬁ::ru]:u rosed, RF.’JH—-PNH-’T
rozeus, Jemm. — Rose Coloured Quzel, Thrush, or
Pastor of British authors. . 3

Tuis rarc and beautiful bird is one of our
straggling visiters from warmer climes, and in
the instances recorded of its captare, Starlings
were often associated with it.  The habits, so far
as we know, resemble these, of the Sturnide.
They feed gregariously, in great part on insects
and theit larvee, particularly the’ grillide, and
they breefi in the holes of trees znd in old
walls.  Several intaitees of thisdird occurring in
England are recorded, also a few instances of its
capture in Scotland, and Mr Thompson mentions -
it as occasionally visiting Ireland. In the south
of Europe it is met wuh frequently, and appears
with more regularity, and we have frequently
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received specimens from vasious parts of [ndia
and Africa, 4 )

In the male, the head is adorned with a full
crest of long, loose, silky feathers, which, with
the neck, chin, throat, and upper part of the back,
are deep black, having purple and grden reflec-
tions. , The middle part of the back, rump, breast,
and lower pa.ts, iire,of a delicate rose red. In a

voung bird from. India, there is no indication of

a crest. The upper’ parts are of a dull brown,
darker where the black oceurs. The under parts
dull white, clearer in the centre of the belly.

FRINGILLID.E.

L

Qur next group is that of the Fringillide, or
Finches, compoged of birds possessing great
perfection of form, or @ very considerable deve-
lopment of all the members ; as a group they are
distributed in all countries, are abundant, and
often appedr in large flocks. They are admired
for their clean appearance and docile manners,
and many are in request, and are kept in confine-
ment on account of their song. They feed chiefly
on grains and seeds, or on the kernels of stone
fruits, for.the purpos& of breaking “which the
bill is in some genera comstructed of immense
strength. During the season of incubation, the
food is inseets, or their larvee ; and the number
of this race of beings now destroyed is almost
ineredible. In the first sub-family, the "Cocco-
thraustine, we sce the development of the bill
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carried to its utmost®extent in the African genus,

p Pyrenestes, and that to which our British form
belongs is not far deficient, and is represented
by f.r-r:“u-r‘ﬁrrmsffs of DBrisson, thus characte-
rized.

\

CoccoTnravustes, Briss. —{_.reun ic characters.
—DBill very strapg, Inrg:- mafidible entire
at the tip, the Enxmuusurr_-hlmndnw without
any rudimentary tootl ‘or undulation ; head
large; winy rather loag and pointed ; first,
second, and third quills longest, and slightly
¥ graduating ; tail short, nearly square or
¥ forked.
Types, 1. C. Europeusy®. vespertina, 3. me-
lanura, - . &
Note.—1. Euvope, 2. North America, 3. Asia.
Breeds on trees.

THE H Uﬁ'll NCII.

Ll
Cocentfirausies rmfi;urls A_FrLEMixG.

- PLATE XYV, .

Loxia coccothraustes, Linn. — Fringilla coceothraustes,
Temm. —Cogeothraustes vulgaris, Fleming, Selby.—
Coccothravstes Europeus, Swain.~Grosbeak, or Haw-
Luch, of Dritish authors. . '

Tuis distinetly marked species was until lately
considered as a winter visitant to our island, and
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only at uncertain and unequal intervals ; it has,
however, _been lately ascertained to breed in
some parts of the south, but seems extremely
Ideal, while in other parts it appears occasionally,
and generally in the winter and spring. For the
notice of the permanent residence and nidification
of this'bird in England, we are indebted to Henry
Doubleday, Zsq. whko compunicated his observa-
tions made in the, vicinity of Epping Forest, to the
.‘mi'ag::zim?l of Zoology and Botany.® This gentle-
man has most obligingly furnished our own col-
lection with specimens of the birds, with the nest
and eggs procured in the same neighbourhood,
and we must now resort to this source for infor-
mation, having neve=had the satisfaction of seeing
the bird-alive, or in its natural localities. Mr
Doubleday considers that their extreme shyness
has hitherto kept us in ignorance of their habits.
Their principal food in Epping Forest is the
seeds of the hornbeam, ,(carpinus betulus,) also
the kernels o haws, plumb stones, laurel berries,
&c. and in spmmer green peas, from the gardens
in the vicipity of the forest. The situation of
the nest is varjous, but it is most commonly
placed in an old serubby white thorn bush,
often in & very exposed situation. They also
frequently build-on the horizontal arms of large
oaks, the heads of pollard hornbeams, in hollies,
and occasionally on fir trees in plantations, the
clevation of the nest varying from five to twenty-
five, or thirty feet. It is composed of dead twigs
* Vol. i. p. 148.

s
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of oak, honeysuckle, &ec. lined with fine roots
and a little hair, the whole very loosely put to-
gether. The eggs, from four to six, are of a pale
olive green, spotted with *black, and irregulary
marked with dusky brown. During winter they
congregate in flocks, but at pairing time separate
again. The song is of little compass ; ahd Mr
Doubleday states that, like oth® Li"nm.t: about
the season of wpnr.:l.gnu. thex eongregate on
a tree, and utter a few Tbtes in a soft tone,
having some resemblance tq those of a Bullfinch.
According to Mr Yarrell, however, it possesses
considerable imitative powers, for he states, on
the authority of Mr Dartlet, that a female ¢ sune
the notes of the Linnet. Rat being afterwards
hung out of doors, it learned to iwmitatesthe sbng
of a blackbird."™* .

The occurrence of the"Hawfinch in other parts
of England, so far as our information goes, is
confined to straggling parties or individuals, but
the attention of our ornithologists *may perhaps
discover other breeding stations begides Epping
and Windsor, and the v u:uut‘l.'ﬂf' "-‘vnh srhampton,
where we have also records® of n.s nidification.
In the north it is a alrngglcr but has peen
killed and®seen jn the cbunties of Durham and
Cumberland, reaching across sthe border to
Dumfriesshirg ; farther north in Britain we do
not know of* its occurrence. I Ireland we have
the authority of -Mr I'Emlrlpsun for its occasional
appearance. In the north of Europe iv appears

* Yarrell, British Birds, i, p. 486,
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also rare, more frequent in the southern m""m.u.s :
but not so much so as to enable us to o ht.l.t
its stmn;_-‘.']:uhls lie. Temminck states having re-
ceived it from Japan. :

In the full plumaged male the colours are rich,
and decidedly marked, the space between the
eyve a.d ri{'t‘u:‘- running in a narrow line Ilhl'”'“
tf‘le nostrils and wpon the base of the maxilla,
with an oval p;}tch an lrllu chin and throat, are
deep black; the crown, cheeks, and rump, are
pale chestnut ; the colour palest on the f'm"-:‘]lf_‘ﬂd:
and of a browner tinge on the rump ; a collar of
bluish gray surrounds the nape, while the centre
af the back and shoulder are deep umber-brown,
shading into the tif-ttsL of the” collar and rump ;
thawbreast, belly, and vent, are pale purplish red ;
the axillary feathers, and under tail coverts, pure
white ; the quills and setondaries are deep black,
tinted with steel blue reflections ; the first four
quills having a narrow bar of white on their inner
webs, which s more broadly continued upon the
same parts of the secondaries; the ends of the

2 & = &
Jdesser quills and secendaries are truneated, and

have the webs” elorigated at the tip on the outer
side ; the outér webs of the secondaries’are loose
and uncornected ; the tail is short” and 1-4-.|-1;
nearly square ; the basg] half of the feathers e
black, extending on e e b ey, Ja
; ather for (he
whole length of the outer web; the tine
white, the extenf of that colouy 'IJ";E ,,IL ups are
the feathers towards the 15 Braater on

s} mifis
biced e bill g, of & brui e, In g liv

; ine
TWnis], o

lrll.]\'; E?ILIL r'lh’

iy




]

GREEN GRUSBEAK O GREENEINCH. 971

Doubleday states, that in the breeding season it
becomes deep blue. In the female the colours
are less marked, and blend more into each other,
while the black markings ave less in extent, anfl
are scarcely so deep in tint.  In a young speci-
men procured on the Continent, the black on the
thraat is not apparent 3 the upper parts are }'El-
lowish brown, darker on they blck, sand having
the tips of the feathers with dgrker unidulated
bars ; under parts yellowisl®&hite, on the breast,
belly, and Hanks, spotted ith creseent-formed
marks of pale umber-brown.

-
L]

Tue GREEN (Hmsm:.-u?‘un GIE'F,F.HFI‘H(:H,
CoccoTnnAusTEs cuLons, fMem.— Loxig chlosiz,
*Will. Linn.—Fringilla elloris, Xemm —Cocco-
threstes ehloris, Ilem. -S'C?fly, aned modern British
ornithelogists. — Clioris _flavigaster, Swain.—
(reenfinch, Grosheak of Dritish authors.— Al-
though Mr Swainson has placed this xpecies as a
sub-genus of Linaria, cunncﬁting that form with
the Hawfinches, we have, nevertheless, placed it
following th latter, ani bhave tiot, for the Jresent
at least, :ulopt:.d the sub-genus Chlotis. In form
it approache: mos} closely 1o Coccothrosstes, and
in its general habits it has also »very near alli-
ance 3 as an intgrmediate form it may still connect
Linaria, witlfout entering it as 1ﬂuh-gmm%, B0
of its todifications or sub-génera being still im-
1mrﬁ-|.lh* known.
The Greenfineli is very Le:mm‘lly distributed
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over the mainland of Britain and in Ireland,

frequenting cultivated districts in the vicinity of
gardens and limited plantations. During winter
they eongregate in farge flocks, feeding on the
stubble ground on various small seeds, and resort-
ing towards nightfall to the vicinity of the planta-
tions "or evergreens surrounding some mansion,

fiving for & time qrouml._ and clustering, before -
taking up theif roost, on the top of some bare o
tree. Their sleeping place is returned to night |
after night through the winter, and the flock may :
be seen assembling and taking up the perches :
in the same bushes with great regularity. In. o
spring, when paired, they resort to the garden T 1
and shrubbery, bresd in the various cover which | |* _&
is" thera afforded, and at this time the male ° )

may be seen in the morning rising with slow"
or heavy strokes of wing, uttering his simple note,
and performing his long winding flight peculiar
to the season of love. _The nest js placed at no
great elevation, and is. built rather carelessly, the
base being formed of small twj 2s or slender r;mts |
the remainde:r of mosses often interwoven witl[ :
wool, and lined with a few feathers or hair. T}
eggs are of a bluish or greenish “-I.i'm spot =
witle dark purplish blown, and twg hr, Lo s
me;nly hatched in the Year, gt
n Euorope the Greepg is distr: ‘
I s b i I“ni{:l ;irri]tjrlrlhutetl ﬂ:ith ¢ ff "
towards the south and north, ansd 2 dﬂ?mumg
in the extreme parts of the late cE“InE'm‘imIr /
o It was sean /

by Mr Strickland at Smyrp
<"1 and by some, J
» Japanp £ “
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has been added lrr its geographical range; but
{rom the notes of Temminek, and the account
which Kitlitz gives of its habits, we hl.l'\]]l,.l‘.t that
the species, as well as seveeal othe rs, when movs
closely examined, will be found to be distinet in
the different countries.

In the female the upper parts are more tintad with
brown, and the yellow of thegrymp and breast is
not so vivid. In thtzt young the feathers are
streaked along the eentre wikh a darker shade *of
vil green, and there is littID'}‘f_-Huw on ah}' part of
the plumage.

: -

From these birds of powerful strueture, both
as regards their bddy and tle bill, with its aceom-
panying bones and museles, we pasg thraagh
many foreign gencra having no British represen-
tative, and arrive at those of more slender form.
The first to be noticed is the Goldfinches or
Siskins, Carduelis, Briss; which, although hitherto
kept in one genus under the above scientific title
of Hrmsnn, have each a ﬁm:l} (|I‘|E:=5 as it were,
which, in popular |:1nguu'n" at um:e. suffices to.
t]'slmﬂurﬂh them. We possdss mm example of
mch, 'uui thL l:hnr'lctcrs may b given as_ ful-
:u‘l'n = . oW ®

Ld
- Canpveris, PBriss— Generic characters.—Rill
rather Yengthened, -::umprmsc:l attenuated,
aiid sharp at the point ; the edges of the
mandible very slightly sinuated, and bending
towards the tip ; wings lengthened, pointed,

YOL. 1L 5

"
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o = uF . oh al;
and having the first three qu:]]:-m.arl} equ

tail short, and slig
fect of moderate strength.

Types, 1. C- elegans, 2. Americaniis: :
Note.— 1. Europe, Alpine Asia; 4, America,
Africa. Habits arboreal, and to a certain

extent scansorial.
a T

L

THE COMMON GOLDFINCH.
Carduclis elegans. — STEPHENS.

PLATE XVIa
Fringilla carduelis, Will. Linn. §ec.—Carduelis elegans,
Steph.—Carduelis  Europens, Swain.—Goldfinch of
British authors.

Though black and yellaw, distributed in large
and distinet masses, are prevailing colours in all
the members of this genus, they have also a
family drese varied in"addition with crimson and
chestnut. This is seen in our native favourite,
one of the most beautifyl birds in the British list
and which adds to it~ appearance the ar:quire:
ments of docility, and attachment to its master
or mistress. Tilg Goldfinch is a-common b
not an abundant, speries, and does n:nt appear j :
the large flocks in which the Siskin ang Linr %
assemble ; it is geaerally distributed ip the B ':Ft]%
1slands, decreasing in numbers towgrds the n':rﬁ-t

5
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and -disappearing in the districts of Scotland
where wood and cover becomes searge. In the
breeding season it frequents gardens and the shrob-
bery, or the partially cultivated pleasure grounds,
frequently placing its nest on the fruit trees, and
near situations where work is constantly going on,
The nest has been often remarked for the "beauty
of ite workmanship, :luil it isnchtly ‘.u]rl;;:;tnr'l'u.]!.\'
constructed, exteriorly with moss and the lichens
of the tree on which it is Yfaced, in the interior
lined with soft materials finely laid flat and rounded,
but it scarcely comes up to the fashioning of the
nest of the Chaffinch, er to the care and beauty
Tr with which the outside of it is worked. During
winter they assemble in snga!l parties, seldom ex-
ceeding filteen or twenty, and freque nttr.-mm'bn,,
* extensive pasture ficlds, or the borders of waste
lands, where the thistles and the horse-knot,
(eentanrea nigra,) or common ragweed, and other
syngenesious plants, haye thriven undisturbed,
and on the seeds of whiah they now delight to
feed. It is in such situations that they are taken
by bird-catchers in trap cages, or with imed twigs,

a call bird being used to attract t’uem.

The (‘nldhn{.h 15 ﬁuuglit after as a cage bird,
on account of its heauty wand clean dppeatrance,
for its docility and aptness to % taught tricks,
and to obey its master or mistress, and for ita
song. The Yatier in confinemeift is pleasing and
cheerfiil; but wants_that depth of tone and variety
of modulation which some of the Sylviade and
the Thrushes possess. [t becomes very familiar
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and withont great difienlty may be taught to

draw up its food and water ;
come have been trained to go through the little
farce of the deserter,—the torment of dogs and
animals or birds whose
memories and fears have been wrought on to
fyrnish amusement or a livelihood for man. They
are also kept to chtain a cross with the canary,
with which they readily breed, and whose progeny
advantages by a mixture

canaries, and of those

is thought to combire

of both their songs. ,
In its range, the Goldfinch extends over the

greater portion of Europe, becoming more rare,

towards the north; we have it also recorded as
oceurring at Smyrne.and Trebizond. In Alpine
Inma, we find it represented by a species some-
what similarly wmarked, bnt the European bird
has not yet been received from that region, Japan,
or any part of Asia.

In the 1[I1:'IIE the fprehead, temples, chin,
anﬁr.i upper ‘parts of  the throat, are bright
crimson, (th2 arleri&l blood-red of Syme ;) the
space betw=en the eya and the gape, the occiput,

and part of l'hlr_'. nape, running round the sides of

the neck in the form of a collar, are deep glos
black ; the back and’ scapulays are "n-'tzll'l:-‘::n-.ri‘l}:?r
brown, paler vhere the colour joins the bl Ehl.:
upen the nape, and on the rump and up o
coverts shndinE imtu nearly pure “_hElFET' -
cheeks, throat, and centre of the bellv :a.:- e
pure white; the breast and flapks -'ul;lm?lrjlr
brown, of a clearer tint than tly, of tJtrlZ l‘:wfh
ack 3

in small buckets, and
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the wings are blacls, the quills and’ secondaries
tipped with white, the proportion increasing on
tihe latter; across both is an irregular bar of
rich yellow produced by the basal half of the
onter web of each being of that colour ; the tail,
slightly forked, is black, the four centre feathers
(at least) being always tipped with white ;%on the
inner webs of the two outer gaifs issa large oval
pateh of white, which it indicated on the third pair.
In the female the eolours ar# all less decided anid
brilliant. In the first plupage the young birds
want the black and ecrimson on the head, and
the other markings age moré undecided, the
under parts slightly waved neross ; as the season
advances they gradually aftain their full dress,
but the birds of late broods may be knows in
the spring by a slight intermixtuge of black with
the erimson of the chin dnd forehead.

Tue Siskin, [jM:nt"F.L11::- spines, Selby, —
Lringilla spinus, Linn.— The Sisgin, or Aber-
devine of DBritish auwthorse—The Sigkin is an-
example of the other distribution ::I' the shades of
the plumﬁgﬂ which we afluded to®in our ghort
remarks upon the genus It is hese entirely
black and yellow, tempered byeshades of olive,
forming together a very chaste and pleasing mix-
ture. This*specics in Dritaire is more locally »
distribited than she last, is u'jigr.{tur;l.' to o eertain
extent in winter, and its appearance seems to
depend on some circumstances with which we
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3 = Nl L Aty
are not acquainted ; its visits being uncertain
sometimes consisting of large flocks together, at
others of only a few scattered pairs. In the
south it is chiefly a winter visiter, accompanying
the lesser Redpoles ; towards the north of Britain
it is also seen chiefly during winter, often in very
large flocks, and they are there still more uncer-
tain in the times of tlieir appearance. During the
winter of 1820 a=d 1221,-they visited Northum-

Y d M 1 p

berland in considerable HfHocks, but were not
afterwards seen for ceveral years;* and as we
have clsewhere remarked, in 1827, Annandale,
in Dumfriesshire, was alsc visited by large flocks,t
which did not again return, and where, since, they
hnvr{; ouly been partil'y seen in small parties or
pairs. Tuis partial appearance, on the authority
of Mr Thompson, extepds to these birds in Ire-
land, where they are occasionally seen.

] 'I!'hf‘:[' :n:ruu:ﬂ visitations in winter were, until
atelv. considered their only appearance in thia
i I 4 r T . . =

afu ;Lr}.]:huu?]n ilt;i_d.wl{-n.l[ surmises were hinted

.l. : :;‘.I.’L:}[ .;-}_-. bred in_the pine woods of the north,

n fart BV were dhzepy ' d

Salby A 1r3. werg observed by myself and My

=elby, in a lares pi ; ar Killin 3
by, in a larg= pine wood near Killin in Perth-
shire, evidently breed ng: and ;

r <l g7 and in ap extensive
wood, of a similar chiracter. pa r :
i 5 a » Inrar I\l‘.“" ﬁ’uhpv
in Gallowny, borderine s ? " )

A A 5 Upon a wild muirlang
district, a few pairs lave i x :
P St DEEn aso known
breed. In these situations, the pe i to
. 5 the nests w
high from the groung 1 ‘vere placed
: * AN ope, howey
: £, men-
A op. 2 908,
AMErican Orni
ithology,

= Eelby, British Birds
1 Wilsen's North
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, tioned by Mr Ganliner, in the Camperdown
¥ Woods, near Dundee,® the nest was not more
than six feet from the ground ; Mr T'ifuyur again
states, that the nest has been twice found near
Combe Waod, in furze, within three feet of the
ground.+ TFrom all our present knowledge of

the nidification of the Siskin, it would =appear

that the places selected weregalhossas local and
uncertain as the times gf its appgarance ih winter,

and it is probable that the%feater portion of the
very large floeks which weg sometimes see, per-
form a more extended migration northward, and

that those partially met with bréeding. are the

¥ stragglers on the southern boundary of their
- range. Their pdrticular habits and their food
at l!lls period are still desiderata fo the Dnitish
ornithologist. In winter, where e have observed
them, their manners have been very similar to
those of the Goldfinch, frequenting pastures or
districts where tall syngpnesious plants abounded,
feeding also on the ecatkins of several trees, aurl
apparently, Mr Selby remarks, atiracted by the
abundanee of the bireh and alder, We have
also seen ‘them picking oult lb‘n kernels from
beech mast, and I'r[*quuf ing a spfot on account
of the supply afforded. .an the Combinent it is
known, but somewhat partialle in the middle
countries ; we are not sure that very authentic
accounts edist of its frequency or nidification i
the rigrth, as has been generally supposed, and,

* Loudon's Magazine, ¢
t Yarrell, British Birds, 1. p. 407.
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u5 a matter of course, hos beon handed down from

T inck aces it
one anthor to another. Temminek places

among his birds of Japan.
l.1.1i“1:]“‘ male, the {-Irm\'n and throat are EIE':H:‘F:‘
the feathers tipped with yellowish green. The
upper parts, cheeks, sides of the :u:‘rfc, and breast,
“ siskin green,” mixed with grayish .‘—T'-""'-"”: and
streaked aloxg the shafts on the ecentre of the
baek with bluckish green; on the rumyn, cheeks,
and breast, the plumige is tinted with primrose
yvellow. “The wings, are brownish black, the
quills edged with yellowish green, and having on
the base of thie Duter webs a pateh of yellow-
ish white, forming a slanting and serrated bar.
The coverts ure breadly tipped with greenish
white. The tail is brownish black, hat'ing the
feathers at the base pale primrose yellow. Op
the belly the primrose Yellow shades into pure
white, slightly dashed with the former colour on
the flanks, and having the feathers there, and o
the under fail coverts, grayish black along the
shafte. This is the Plumage of (he male in
winter, In the summer op breeding state, the
general tints are hefghtened in colour ; the black
o8 tI;‘E “'l”'g"" iﬂef““"?f‘ veeper, and the feathers of
the head -end thr g : v
feruale is nitho1Lm1:|f:“iﬁn|t:i;{“;;]mru 1:1:5. The
1 !Fn‘: crown or
throat, and the black of the wings and tail is
more subdued. .Tim. UPpPer parts gra cutirely of
a gm?*rsh green, streale nIon_g the centpa _',I._‘
blackish gray, and the under parts 410 3 with
white, tinted with primpose yellow oy, ’I;‘-;ﬂrl}' pure
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and having the sides of the breast and flanks
very decidedly marked with longitudinal streaks
of brownish black. In some specimens we have
seen the upper parts of asmuch grayer tint, and
the under surface of the body streaked entively
over with dull black. .

-

From the (IaId!inEILes we pass to Phe True
Linnets, the genus Linarier wf Brisson, compostd
of birds of unobtrusive plumage during the
winter, but which, on certain parts of their dress
during the breeding seagon, acquir® tints of con-
siderable brilliancy. The bill is shijr:, and tumid,
but in many other parts of their form they re-
semble the last. They are gregaridus jn wigter,
and are migratory, or partially so: they inhabit
countries of temperate “climate, rather inclining
to those of a mnorthern latitude. Europe and
America chiefly possess them. A bird very
nearly allied to Linarig, but perkaps entering
into Crithagra, belongs to South Africa. On the
boundaries, or alpine districts pf r'tsrui. ane or Lwao,
species, common also to Eufope,” may be found,
while, according to I'Lu_num..l-. Japan can |:-D.l.§|‘.
of them also. o “s ey

L]

Lixania, . Briss. — Generic characters. — Bill

short, *gibbous at the base, sharp pointed 3,
wings lengtheund and pbinted, first quill
lungest' tail forked ; tarus and feet rather

short, claws very slender, that of the hind
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toe somewhat lengthenéd. Types, L. cana-
bing, montium, §e.
Europe, Asia, America.

a

Common Gray, or Browxs LiNNET, Linaria
Caxasixa, Swain— Linaria, Will—Fringilla
canabing, Finn.'—sF. linpta, Gmel.— Linaria
canabina, Sicain, Selby—Linota canabina, Yarr.
— Common or Brown, Gray, or Rese Linnet—
Greater Redpole of British awthors—This species
is a common and generally distributed bird over
the British islands, frequenting commons, furze
covers, and ghe borders of muirland districts in
summer, and then wigrating to the coasts, the
stubule lends, or fallows, in large flocks. To-
wards the north of Scotland it becomes less
frequent, its place being there taken up by another
species, at least this is the case in the breeding
time, and then a hundred pairs of the Mountain
Linnet or Twite may be seen for one pair of the
common spegies. Furze covers are a favourite
breeding station for this bird, and many pairs
n_:lng.' be seen where these abound, the _male sit-
ting perched on somevelevated twig, :singinn- a
low but agreeable song The nest is j:I::u::mi: in
a cleft of the whin or bush,® and is o rather

* Mr T_n.rrt_][ states, that ha Possess
nest of this bird being PMaced in a fir ¢

feet from the ground, and by
white thorn bush.t

&
€5 A note of the
ree, ten or elaven
% seen one buyily high in 5

t Mistory of Britf, Birds, L p. sy
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careless structure bF slender twigs, moss, and
wool, lined with lhair or feathers. Mj‘ Hewitson
hints at the probability of there being two species
of what is termed the Brown or Common Linfet,
the one brecding among whin, the other in
hedges, and the latter always having smaller eggs.
In our own immediate loeality, we hdve not
observed this difference in ¢hd site of the nest,
but the subject may he worth, while i;westignt-
ing, as many of the spedits known are closely
allied. During winter thpy assemble often in
vast flocks, feeding on the stubble lands, or
ploughed ficlds, and anmlin:;'ﬂ dE-:u:emIing near
the shore. When disturbed, they fly in a wheel-
ing flight close tdgether, gnd several times pass
lhe object of their alarm before t!ms qui® the
vicinity. At this time their ery is tlmu' usual
call-note often repeated. They roost among the
whin covers, in any thick brush, or low planta-

tions of cvergreens, npar their !muuts and if

undisturbed in a fine and serene* mc-nm-r,, the
flock will assemble on somg tree orynore elevated
bush, pluming themselves, and rchearsing, as it
were, their songs for the coming gpri ng. Thesong
is taken up by the whole Hoek, each warbliyg his
own strain ; and, this, when the air is still, may be
heard at a considerable distaiee. They are a
favourite cage bird both in England and Scotland,
and for this purpose are taken during winter?
particylarly in*the smlth, by "means of various
snares. In the nortls it is more frequently

.
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reared from the nest.  The seng is continued in
confinement,

In addition to the mainland, the Common
Limmet extends sparingly to Orkney and Shetland.*
In Europe, in suitable loealities, it ranges from
north to south, though we are not aware of the
particular districts where it most abounds or fails.
Smyrna is given fas-a habitation, and Japan is
stated by Femminek ns [:u._-'151=5.~ii!jg it.

In the breeding plizeage, the adult male is a
beautifal bird; the forehead running back upon
the crown, and the breast, are bright carmine
red, the feathfrs having _a shining lustre, the
throat and neck yellowish white, streaked with
brown. The cheeks, oceiputy and neck, are
brownish aray, upon the hind head having the
feathers darker in the centre; the back, scapu-
!:lrs. and wing-coverts, hestnut brown, shading
nto 2, paler tint on the rump. The quills :1.er
brownish black, edged with white on the outer
webs ; the {ad of the i‘;u](* ol -

j } e same colour, hm'mg the
E:{F::‘; ‘;?:'LE:::I’]'::"‘:E:: ;Lﬂtlm base, and the outer
flanks, centre Of-'th(..‘"t;l;'*lh‘ oy r:ullrin.;r. Ao

elly, and under tail coverts,

pale chestunt ved. [y *he female, the dirmine of

the }11'_-\-;11'1 and breast jg' i
ast 15, wanting, and the upper

and under plumage is Ji
ge 1s different ghaqg
: | shades of yn
I}rm-.‘n, having the centre of the feathers iI 1Ll:-er
In winter, also, all, traee of red an 1] II 3] o
lost, the feather which the carmipa ct I; he
* pateh i
P P Occupies
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-

being of a decp |JILI'EJIE.~1| brown at the base, but
which is nearly obsenred by the palg tips con-
cealing the darker tint,

It may be remarked, that in confinement the
breeding plumage is not assumed, and a male
taken in the highest stage of his full summer
livery does not regain it in the coming yéar.

= 10

Tue Movstars LixxeT, on Twite LixAnra
MORTANA—Lringille mostana, montium, Penn.
Bont. — Linaria montana, . Sglby. — Linota
montium, Yarrell—Meuntain Linnct, or Twite,
of Britisk authors.—The northern parts of Britain
are, perhaps, the localitige which pay be most
properly assigned to this Linnet, as ie reguilarly
breeds there, assembling in large flocks during
winter, many also being permanently resident ; it
decreases and becomes partially migratory as it
approaches the south, while the last species which
there replaces it is simitarly affectéd in the bor-
ders of its northern range. . In theViorth of Secot-
land and Hebrides, it is the vommon species ; %
and althangh its nest has been recorded in York-
shire, Staffprdshire, and Lerbyshire, (all of which
are in many parts almose*Alpine distFiéts,] these,
as Mr Yarrel observes, may be® the limit of its
southern nidtheation. In the south of Scotland,
and in England, the general tine of appearance’
i5 in winter, frequenting nearly the same localities

Macgillivray, Lowe, Dunn, ﬁ-‘lt.‘ our own observa-
L H T E
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with the last, though perhaps selecting the more
upland districts, when a choice can be obtained,
but, in few, if any instances, appearing with the
same regularity, or ifi such abundance. They
are kiown to the southern bird-catehers by their
ery, and the difference in this was in fact the first
thing that drew our own attention to them in the
south of Scdtland, their manners being in other
respects similar to those of the last, Their nest
is described as being placed in bushes of whin®
and heath. In the. localities where we have
observed it, the I1.ﬁe:1th where it was placed grew
with considerable rankness, or the thick and
varied Alpine brush and herbage which clothed
the shelving rocks and precipitous banks of the
coast, fur=ished it with a secure and well sheltered
concealment. The young were seen in Suther-
landshire fledged, havin;? left the nest, and able
to mul;?'shurt excursions before the middle of
June, e nest and eggs are both very similar
IID‘”"‘SE of T:}:r.- hst 'I‘J].g call of the f‘-.Immt:ﬁn
IJ:nnet, durirg winter, is a sharp single mote
closely resembling ther pronuneiation of its c:n:m:.I
mon name of & TWite.” The sone during t}
g during the

IJNE:.I g - - -
I n t”"E 15 ]}IE;'I.‘” " Llll'd f]r the sam e -
- L

ral character with that ef the
is often sung frot a perch on
and at times when i

Huucrmg above the Spot op

shelve which wae supposed to contiin i
5 IJFFI'.+

In Ireland My T hompson slates it to he partizl]
! arizal] v

§ Magazing,

common Linnet; it
some exalted rock,

* L D Salmin i
n L i
t . Low, Dunn, S
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distributed. In Europe, its peculine loealities

'il.'l."-'l." perhaps not been remarked wi.l.!L suflicient
accuracy ; ity so far as we can trace, is8 most
sbundant in the northern countries, but extentls
its migrations to Italy. Its range does not seem
to extend to North America.

Specimens of this bird killed in Sutherlutlshire - .
in the month of June, have the dpper parts dark
umber brown ; the |t.1'l:|li.l“r edged with brownish
yellow, inelining to f'rl}ln.!'ullnu on, the back
of the neck ; the wings browpish black, and havi ing
the quills after the fourth or filth Er[r'c-d on the
outer webs with pure w hite, '-hhH.*h forms a con-

¥ spicuous pure line along the wing ; the greater
coverts are broadly T.Lmn-iil wwith |'.|'||[| vellowish
white, which forms a bar; the tail is muah Forimd,
*brownish black, the inner webs. of the feathera
paler, and the outer webs of the base white ; the
vamp is rich purplish red, almost inclining to
scarlet ; the cheeks and thiroat are pale yellowish
brown, paler on the breast, and :’]I:l(]il]g inlo
nearly pure white on the hi'_li:.' andy vent ; upon
the breast and fHanks the centre of the feathers
are umber brown, giving a Brokgn or streaked
,jppﬂ..lrul‘l(!l:‘ to these p"lrt!. In the females_the
colouring of tha rump i less vividy and the
general marking less deep and distant.  In speci-
mens of the same species, shot during winter in
the Lowlands, the yellowish brown edgings to the -
ﬁ*ﬂthr:rs on the upper parts is hnudur rendering
the colour more subdued, the tint on the rump
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is of & more purple hue, and the whole of the chin
throat, cheeks, and breast, are of a uniform pale
reddish brown, little interrupted by the dark
centres of the feathers appearing, the centre of
the vent and under tail coverts only being pure
white. In the female, at this season, the colouring
of the rump deepens, and the lower parts are
nearly eptirciy G(PF..IU yellowish brown.

Tue Lesser Reorore, Lixanria nivor, Hay.
— Linaria minor, Ray, Selby.—Fringilla linaria,
Linn.— Linota H:rmriﬂ, Bonap. Yarrell—Lesser

The distribution of this species in the British
Islands is very similaz to that 6f the last ; in the

Redpole, or Stone Linnet, of DBritish authors.— i
Poie, _,r 1‘ﬁ“-"’,.gl'l

>,

L

southern” Highlands of Scotland it is, perhaps,
more generally cpread, but its breeding localities
i England depend on some peculiar locality,
During winter it is not uncommon in flocks
in the south or in the Lowlands of Seotland :
it.is f'n'tqu:-:I:ly detected feeding on the seeds
of t!le_ h!_rch and alder, and we have once or twiec
seen 1t in-company with the Siskin feeding on
the beech mast. In the same years which we
mentioned as rmnarki‘:].ule for the nmfonrnnm- F
fiocks of tie former, this species wﬂs"uhw,.‘,p‘i :j
he more than ordinariI;.* numerous, : 4o
\thl»rn we bave seen it has heeq b
bush or voung troe. nn ; i o
with the hunﬁ '.l!ru;nﬂ t!:emcr‘:dl;g a5 eaﬂ‘}’ Feach
b e e caif‘ualli" » and l'rt_atlumll_,,.
Y and ne

The nest
o built on some

ﬂ.ll‘\.’ Cl~ o r
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+ strueted than that of tither of the preceding birds,
is formed of moss, intermixed with the down of
willow eatkins, which also furnishes the inside

E lining, and seemns an iru'l'tn!';-'-u-;ﬂr]-: material. In
procuring both this material and their food, they
exhibit considerable scansorial powers, hanging
and clinging to the slender twigs in all p[:-'qliti-:mu.
Their song is pleasingg but edhitains Mttlemodula-
tion or variety., In itseextréme British distribg-
tion, it stretehes over northern Europe, agd extenids
its range to the arctic portious of North Amerieca.
in Europe southward, M. Temmipck remarks
that it is migratory in=the temperate parts, but

Y in the south appears only at intervals of one or
two years : he also recordsgt from Japan.

The male, in the breeding season, has #ie erdwn

* of the head blood-red : }ht: sides*of the neck and

breast earmine, becoming paler on the sides and

Hanks, which are streaked with brown ; the fore-

head is hair brown; the whole uppep parts, in-
cluding the wings and tailpare deep !ﬂ"nlwr brown :
the feathers on the neck gnd back edged with
yellowish or grayish brown,’to a greater extent in
some spegies than in nhuur-:, 1In.r- lower part of
the back and rump tinted v |th carmine ; ; the wings
are nearly uniform in tim?, except a dull Bar of
piale brownish white, formed by ®he tips of the
eoveris hu_iu;. reof that tint ; the throat with a black
pateh ; the centre of the belly afgl vent very pure
white.”, In the female the colours are duller, the
rump :m-:] breast sometimes slizhtly tinted with

Supplemcent, Part 1. p. 268, J
VOL. 11, - T
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pink, but generally of a uniform yellowish I;:_*u-.-.'n_,
In winter the red tints on the uhra-k:inrui breast nr;
wanting, they are of a more uniform yellow t*-l
brown, streaked with umber brown ; on tfn..' ;:-mu...
the red continues, but loses mueh of the brillianey
and lustre whieh it possessed in snmmer.

i

NORTHERN R=proLe,-LINARIA BOREAL!S —
Linaria cgnescens, Gould, Eyton.— Linota can-
escens, Yarrell. — Lyrge variety of the Lesser
Hedpole, Selliy.—We shall write of this bird only
as DBritish, and from British specimens. .\ maore
rigid examination than we ean now give, and a
comparison of Britiskuspecimens of this bird and
the*Z. minor, with individuals of the three North
American speciss indicated by the Prinee of
Musignano, and specimens of the L. borealis of
the European ornithologists, must be made before
a proper decision can be.come to of their identity
or dfﬁirihuliégr. We have taken the name of
L. barealis, keeause a¥e are inclined tq believe
that the str'-.ggl_ing'ipm:imons which are anuualjy
C:l[:l.ll.trcd in m_:rlI:eIm!ds_um there op the limits .;r
their, southern range, Ynd that the bird is indi-
grn_mu- lo & more northarn elimago, ;"u instance
f"f ils hTEE{Ilng_* a8 yet occurred with us, and j
is more slra;;tglmg f“,'d uncertain in 4t5 visitations
thaul any of its Bitish congeners, [y Mr Yar.
rell it is stated, that a rure of this l}i;'d o
by Walcot in his Synopsis of firiei, 13i.-;ff]1::
a + vy . g ]
we have not the work now by us to refer to.

e

==

A
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i The next notice of it is in the first edition of
§ Mr Selby’s British Birds, where it is Egured and
described as a variety of the Lesser Redpole,
from a specimen in our ows) collection, shot near
Edinburgh, and which is now before us.  More
lately, British speeimens have been deseribed by
Mr Eyton and My Yarrell, urgler Mpr Gould’s
title of Linaria canegens ; Ko birnrirs‘.rlllt' being
beautifully represented sin the last named orpj-
thologist's “ Birds of Europe.” By ous modern
ornithologists the Continental species are con-
sidered identical with those of Britain, and also
with those brought from*North America ; but on
the other hand, the Prince of Musignano, in his
last comparative list, considevs that there are two
European species, - the £, canescens, Gotild, and
“the L. borealis of Savi; the latter only being
also common to the North American Fauna. In
these circumstances it will be seen that there may
be some difficulty in meferring the ,bird now
before us to these two speeies of the Prince’s list,
and consequently to its distgibution s We lhave,
therefore, confined our syhiontms, tos those of
British  aughors describing from oBritish  birds,
though it is possible, in do.ng this, that we iy
be now overlooking the csircumstancd thal the
Prince’s two species may be hoth Hood ones, and
both present oreasionall ¥ in Dritain,

OF the habits of this Linnet, we*lo not vet know
much. Jt is knoivn, to the London bird-catchers
as distinet from the little speeics, and has been
noted as oceurring abundantly some years, and

hl
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with much uncertainty for a period ﬂ““: ::‘ _
the case of the Siskin in various parts Eﬂ -.L‘f'!;
land. We have unl.:.' seen it alive tu'mc..ﬂlll-
then the manners were similar to those of the
Lr."'iz-r.'r Ht‘liim]ﬂa -
The speeimen originally fizured by Mr Selby
is in length abowt 51 inches; the oceiput, cheeks,
nape, and back are umbegr brown, the feathers
vary broadly maigined with grayish white, giving
to the whole of those parts, particularly to the
nape and cheeks, a”hoary appearance, whence
Mr Gould took- his name; the second quills
are also edged with grayish white, and the
greater and lesser coverts are tipped with the
same colour, formicz a double bar across the
shoulder®; on the chin is a pateh of brownish
black ; the chéeks, sides of the neck, throat,
h’n-a?!, and Aanks, are pale peach-blossom red,
:-n::ithng into white on the vent and tail coverts,
.:1I,m ra lhe. :iuiu of the breast and flanks, being
-nfrr? c;l With umber biown ; the feet and claws
b . mf oy -
r; l!!fi ird e ['Ilﬂ‘pf_r ‘Uonally shorter ang stronger
1 l::r{;rm; the other Brifish species,
the 2 s ¥ Fo s
e Bumzrous and very beautify) family of
Tarvagrine. Britaiy C'nes - 2
éxale” £ Ty 0€s not possess g single
= e oY are wostly confined to Warmee
climates, Ellufnt botl, brilli
a brilliant gy
assemblage of coloype p : '
= / rs, -ﬂ"d in IIPL"J Tonery] fi
approach to thit of the Tiis Fitas. =~ um
will now elaim atenting The “'F]'E"‘-_ whiel
T e auh, lue suh-ium?ié. Eri
gitlina, or Typidy) Fitiches < : Tidi-
S i : €% 15 composed of b
of moderate 5ize, of a strone irds
& Yet elegayt form,

chaica
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-
| ‘The bill nearly perfectly conie. They - abound
¥ in the various countries of the old workl, extend-
ing from north to south, In America the genera
are fewer in number, and are still more limited
in the southern continent. In Australin none
have been discovered, their place there Jbeing
filled up, and chiefly rewewntwl by the genus
Estrelda, which rang#s in thé sub- I'll.lm!_'pr Cocro-
thraustine. The gertus first” to be noticed

now, is .
[ ]

P‘\Tmu A— Creneric characters—DBill strong ;

sides of the mafldible swollen; eulmen

T slightly raisefd and bending; maxille of

nearly equal strengtle; wings aoderate in

development, with the three fifst quills

nearly of equal length ; tarst and feet rather
strong ; tail seareely forked.

Types, P. domestica, Hispanoliensis, &e.

Europe, Asia, Africa.” "

&

Tue Hovse Sparrow, PURGITTA'DOMESTICA,
Flem.—Passer domesticus.” Will. JRaYy, Selby.—
Fringilla domestica, Linn.—The flpuse Sparrow
of British authors—Thestypical Spurrm\a" are
distributed genérally, bifc in IlmltEd' ‘humbers,
over the Old World, inhabiting countries of varied
temperature, * In colour, and the character of
their markings, they closely ajree ; and except
in one or two instances where a pateh of yellow
ocenrs, partieularly on the throat, the tints are
deep chestnut with shades of brown and black

.
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blended together in a marked and beautiful assem- :
blage. Thke Common Sparrow is so I'rvqlwlntm'tjr‘;.'-
where, as searcely to require any description n!_ its
,i:-._-,-g, Suffice therefore to say, that it is subject
to variation with white or eream colour either in
whole or in part ; while the vicinity of towns, (in
addition to the, dirt or smoke which obscures
their [}i‘;ltlﬂé{'._} seems alsc to affect the natural
depth of the tints. The whole of our large cities

and towns abound with Sparrows ; and the exten-

sive squares and gardens, or the grass plot of a

few yards sqware, with some bush in the centre,

equally supply them with a substitute for the -
country. Here they breed under the eaves of

houses, in waterspouic or any other hole, and in

the open‘squares, in the hollow trees or bushes :

and here they also keep up their incessant chatter,

varied by the more mixed notes of a general

battle. Our rural villages and farm stﬁadings

also are each supplied with their flock or

flocks  of Si}ﬂfm“‘% issembling in the adja-

cent hedges,“or some favourite bush, and q:-‘I't;:'n,

\.,_;hr:u the g:r:t:m or seceds of the gardens are

ripe, committiag  seyere depredations, which

causes a price to be set on their head. and theiy

rﬂucks. to be easily thinned from the close many

1n which they congregate, In the &
breeding places o usr'll * country, their

towns, and among the ":ne;tmum varied than
houses are coverg with th
ther caves, often jp lnug
which the arp

in
f'm.-c.qnm, where the
::,r:h or turf, is under

oles, g th i
: e end g
Can scarcely reach, *

-

and where /.
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L]
ithere is deposited an immense mass of feathers.
p Bushes in the vicinily are also fixed.upon, and
we onee knew a party href_-:i'mg regularly on some
tall Scoteh firs that stood near a cottage, and
from want of early thinning, exhibited long bare
stems, with a close tufted head, which was chosen
for the retreat of these active h.r:ls The Jests,
when built thus expased, are Lumpuquﬁ. af hay,
straw, or grass collected, apd form a large irge-
gular heap when one or two are placeds together,
little inferior in size to the nest of a Magpie.
The entranee is generally at one side, and ths
centre is abundantly lifed with feathers. In a
\T rookery, we ||u1.'|:_l'rr.'|]||.c::1.1:.' seen the nest of the
crows serving for a coves; or if the m:l.Ss.h:‘l.l":
been of some years standing, holes wePe formed
in it, ana used as those in the edves of houses.
The distribution of the IHouse Sparrow has
been accounted very extensive. Ovwer Europe it
is very generally spread, being I!‘E'{ frequent,
perhaps, in the south. =t extends to Northern
Africa, and it is reputed te be foumd in several
parts of India, both on thé plhing anfl Himalaya"
range. Some years since, Mr Selby and myself
described gn Indian Sparcow as distinet, though
. very closely allled ; and *it may be possible that
this bird may have been cullsﬁlun_d as that of
Europe by sbme of those who have mentionesd lt.s
oceurrence on the Asiatic contifient.  Wa subjoin”
the distinetions which we at the time thought
sxisted botween the bird of India and our own,
0 that a comparison can be made. r
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The Indian bird is much smaller in all ils pro-
portions, and the under parts of the body, instead
of being of an ash-gray, or cinereous colour, are
nearly white, having only a slight tinge of sienna
vellow ; the lower part of the back and rump are
also much redder, and the tail feathers are deeply
margined with yellowish brown. The female
differs xery considérably from the European, the
whole of her pkimage bring much paler. The
scapularseof the skin we received are also marked
with a pateh of reddish brown, not possessed by
the Common.Sparrow, and the under parts of the
body are of an uniform Yellowish white, without
any tinge of the cinereous or smoke gray, the
prevailing tint of the abdomen and belly of om
own spedies. A

I'ne Tree, on MounTain Sparrow, PynciTa
A\ ; 5 » — ;
MONTANA.— Passer montana, Ray, Selby. —
Fringilla m:zymuu. Lvin.— Tree or Mountain
Sparrow of British asthors.— This species closely
:-un?mh!cs the forter;, and it is only an ornitho-
e : g =
og t who woukl mark their difference in a wild
staten 'l*fm first time we saw the speeies alive
we we i Rhout e ama
0 tEre sdme time neal them wihout pcrr_-ui\'in;;

mt they were ‘not o

‘ Y ur common bird i
shriller call wasg what first dre st S
examine them mdye
’ ; closely, i i
O S ‘I-‘r‘r\'ym Il;ﬁ!helr habits 1};e

i s ! ¥ closaly ppg
last ; it assemblesiy, it fiﬂﬂ"q} rmmmhlps the
H : i = ¥ -
lar manner, and builds iy |}, o feeds in a gim;.
€ Situations, wig, the

w *attention 1
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sexception that old ;mll;ml trees are frequently
resorted to, in the holes and ecreviees of which
the nests are concealed, and the bird seems par-
tial to a low-lying country where these abound.
Thus we have observed it plentiful in many parts
of Holland, frequenting trees of the deseription
alluded to, and some of the Im-.-ub'ing cﬂunfje:; of |
England also possess dt. Tif%e Tree Spgrrow is
nat nearly so equally dwtributed as our commagn
bird ; it spreads, nevertheléss, over the most of
Europe, but the localitics where it is wanling, or
is most abundant, have not been, pointed ount
with sufficient accurace. In DBritain it seems
confined to England. Mr Thompson makes no
mention of it in his Irisk notes, apd we lmv
, hever observed it, and have no note of ®s oedur-
renee, in Scotland ; its nost narthern Inc:-.lily in
our islands being the vieinity of Newecastle,
where, Mr Seclby states, several instances of its
capiure have been commainicated. Ouf of Europe
the Himalaya range andsChina are recorded on
the authority of Mr Gould & Japan spon that of
M. Temminck, Poud
Male, with the erown gf the JlMti and nape,
deep chestnut brown, of ap opaque “shade ; space
between the bild and the eyes, spot'hnlmt the
auriculars, chin and throat, black® auriculars, and
sides of the *neck, white, the latter extending’
nearly to the back of the hgad®, Upper part of
the baek appeafing spotted with reddish brown
and blackish brown, from each Teather exhibiting
these eolours in nearly equal prupurtiuzw. The



wings are deep blackish brown, the greater and
less coverfs tipped with white, forming thus two
bars across the shoulder; the secondaries are
broadly margined with reddish brown, the quills
with parrow margin of the same colour on their
outer web, broadening where the web widens,
and éxtending to the shaft at t_hr: base. The
" rump, upper tail coverts, and ftail, are umber
brown, the latter with the feathers having pale
I!'I:I_':]'E‘:?- The under f}?irts are grayish white, tinted
with yellowish browz on the sides of the breast
and flanks. In the female the markings are less
distinet, and the black aad chestnut of the head
more subdued.
L -

Bur rext genus is composed of the typical
birds of the present sub-family, the F ringille or
Finches, more elegant in their form than the
last, and possessing a greater variety in the lis-
tribution of the colours ef their plumage. They
are princfpm!‘}' natives of rathey temperate clj.
mates, Eurofie and America being their strong.-
holds. At the same time, these countries ean
Sn‘_':i..r{‘EI:r" 1*-"i£]'1_ strictness be called their geopra-
phm:ﬂ' Imnf. for we helieve that some of them
{1::: 1:;& .-‘;!uz.ntiu Imfuulr.‘.-y; while it is not certain

worthern Africa, and some of the islands
nging to thay
53 typical speeies, They
ked periddieal chm.'}gu of
or wholly

--.f.'hm.h are generally plaeed as bels,
continent, do pop Pogses
are subject 15 4 mar
p]unmgcv, and
migratery,

&
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Frixcirpa, Lind—Generia cﬁrrmercr.f.-—Hii!

b hearly a cone, tomim very sfi;:lrtl_'.*_hcnt, Point
Enlire ; wings Pointed, second, thipd, and
fourtl quill longest, aud nearly equal ; ﬁ!l.:t &
moderate, hind claw not Icng{hvnud; tail
slightly forked.

Types, F, montifringilla, celebs. :
& .

-
1]
THE MOUNTAIN FINCH.»
-
Fringilla m:::—nty'}l'r:_m'ﬁu.--Ll;x.
PLATE xvir.

Fringilla montifringilla, Ziny, oo — Hrnn'n.blj'ng or M-oer

2 tain Finch of Britisk authors, =

-
Tuais very beautiffil Fineh ;s in Britain 5 -

winter visjter only, arriving between, Septembey
and November, and lgaving ys again carly ip
spring 3 in no instance, Yet authentioated, remain-
ing to breed, op during any part ol the summer.
In some S€asons it is mych inore abyndant thay.
others, and according to g]) dur nodern ornitho-
logists, i3 VEry gencrally distribifted oOver our
islands in fhe lagealities Which suit jta *Thkey are
found in partially woaded distmets, or those in-
terspersed with gl hedgerows, assembling
considerahls flocks, often intarmixing il thie
{;'J'lnfﬁgt:fms, which they resemble in their man-
ners, byt from “whiel they =ire casily distin-
Zuished during flight by the cleay white on

-
-
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i
the rump.  They feed on the ground upon vari-
ous grains and seeds, and where beech trees
abound, seem to prefer the mast, as the scason
advances, to any other food. In such parts we
have known them frequent a few fruitful trees for

. H - *
many weeks, until the supply most probably - -
aran ™ il ‘inter ey are frequently
began®to fail. In winter they are q 2

caught in thé: common bird traps, and gins baited
with oats or grain ; and ywhen the weather was -
su}llm‘rhﬂt_ severe, we have seen them busily '
engaged among the ricks in the farm yard, in
company with all the host of our small birds
which usually curflgrcgn*e there under similar
circumstances. The nidification of the Mountain
Finch iz unknown to_the British ornithologist,
but*thosr of the Continent describe its nest as
placed on fir trzes, formed outwardly of moss,
and lined on the inside with wool and feathers.
The eggs resemble those of the Chaffinch or
Grcenline]r._ In distribution, the Mountain Finch
ranges chiefiy in Northern Europe, extending
partially to Ge south, and there as a winter
visiter. By Temminzk it is placed among the
birds of Japan. ot :

In summer during the hreuding season the
head 'um:_ back of this handsomge bird nn-JnF 5
deep bluish black, with the tints of the rest !l"
the plumage Possessing great i Tlf,s o
also becomes of ¢ dbprin it 0 ’ e bill

- 5 e,
\rhcr!_ 'I]!E ]:IUanp_ has beep
an:_i It 15 in this stae that
Britain, the head, E’iEET-:s,

I.n ‘the winter,
LAgain Cotupleteq,
it will he séen ip
and back, are black,

-
- TR
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ach feather being 'n-d,rzed with yellowish gray,
ziving the latter colour to those parts swhere the
feathers lie close.  From above the eyes, along
the back of the neck, the gray prevails, and two
dark streaks appear which break the uniformity.
The lower back and rump are pure white, and
in flight this: mark is conspieupusly seeﬁ:_ and
serves at onee to poing out th® Mountain Finches
from any other birds with whizh they may he
associated. The wings are’ brownish hlack, the
quills narrowly edged with wellow, and having a
white spot at the base. The secondaries are edged,
and the greater covertssare tipped with reddish
arange.  Seapulars and lesser coverts also reddish
orange, the latter inclining to golden orange.
Tail black, edged with gray, and in Mrm don-
" siderably forked. Chin,throat, breast, and under
tail coverts, pale reddish orange, still paler on
the flanks, where the tips of the feathers are
streaked  with grayish black. Belly, and vent
pure white. The axillanw feathers rich golden
yellow. The female, in sizs, is sligntly less, and
is less vivid in the tints dnd "separation r.:::f' the
markings. ! .

w

P » B oo

Tue CuarrixcH, FriNGiLEA CELEDS, —
Fringilla ceelvbs, Auet.— Chaffinch of British
authors—This Finch, also a birll of great, beauty
in its ﬁ;ii summer garb, is one of our most com-
mon and equally distributed spicies, frequenting
almost every locality which can boast of & mode-

—
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rate portion of woodland cover, and being wanting |
only in some of these bare northern tracts where |

neither tree nor bush prevails. During the

summer, Chaffinches, like nearly all our smaller
birds, continue pairs, and as the broods become
able to associate with their parents, they may be
found” in small parties ; as winter comes on, the
flocks incréhse, fréquenting woodland distriets,
and feeding on-the grownd upon various seeds.
They visgit the farm yard and the vicinity of
cultivation, more then the last, and trust, as it
were, more tg artificial sustenance. During sum-
mer, and the season of dncubation, their food is
in a great part insectivorous, and the caterpillars
of the Lepidoptera, ~which are -at this time
abundant, particularly those of the Geometre.
are materially kept in check by their assistance.
In gardens this bird is frequently very destrue.
tive to the newly sown small seeds, such as
turnips, radishes, any kind of greens, &e. seizing
the young plént, and pelling it up, with the view
ﬂPF”‘-‘_ﬂt]J' nf'l:cunhin;._r the seed. In this way we
have seen whole I]l_:{is' and rows ch!lll'}]1‘tE'I\'-[[Jr[r
uih1 :“lether_misghin!-ﬂus practice is. t!‘mt of
pulling off the heads of. ¢he polyanthug and prim-

rose, ior t i
05¢, 10r tie purpose of ulthcr'-gr:tf.iru__; at the

;uppl}' of honey 4y sweet juice which rests at the
ottom of the tybe of the corolla
Lim} 5!1!&!11 mseets which are attracted there
sh or ply i 1] o
bush or plunt is often siripped jn'a singis it
ing, and the eare of the floris e
The great Proportig

» OF Lo feed on
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appear at the scasons of migration to separate into
flocks, composed almost entirely of only one sex,
Thus we know, that the males of many of our
summer birds of passage artive before the ﬁ*nmfca,
and it has been thought by some of our ornitholo-
gistsy that we receive an addition to the numbers
of the Chaffinch in the.end of autumn. “Abour
this period I]lr.'}"h{*gill.ln assétnble in"locks, nnd it
has been also thought. that these flocks were, .in
many instances, composed of females alone.
This is perbaps occasionally the ease to a con.
siderable extent, but from many Young males
having not received #heir full plumage, it has
been overrated. In the south of Scotland, at
least, the flocks are not gf this exclusive sexual
character, though in many we have notfeed since
we were aware ol the upi'u[ﬂns of athers, two-thirds,
at least, were females, while not a half of the re-
maining third were males in full, or nearly perfeet
plumage.  When kept i confinement, and regu-
larly attended, the Chaffinch soon becomes familiar
and even playful, but as the song hes never been
esteemed, it is not often zubjected to cnﬁtivil_\*.
In its nidification the Chaffinch ranks high as an
architect : the nest is not, often pl:lc:cd far from

the ground, andswhen bullt in the eldMt of” some

middle-sized. tree or bush, often requires a sharp
and penetrating eye for its detection. It is formed
with extrenfe care, and is u_lh-r.’:uf very beautiful 2
structilie, “being built into the eleft or small
branches, and the outside so 'carefully patched
over with the same lichens that elothe the tree,
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ar characterize the barks of those in the viecinity,
as to be of very difficult detection. The inside
is lined with equal care with hair or feathers.

1 geographical distribution, this bird is searcely
<0 extended as some others of our Fringillide.
It is generally spread over Europe. Mr Yarrell
.ientions its occurrence in Northern Africa, and
on the antho¥ity of Mr Dewar states, that it was
met with in the Azores. We have no trace of it
on the Asiatic continent.

In the adult male, the forehead is clear bluish
black, the crown, nape, and sides of the neck,
arayish blue, and on these parts during winter
having the feathers tipped with tawny, so as to
give a brownish ting= over the whole; back
chestnut rown, margined during winter with
vellowish gray ; rump and upper tail coverts deep
sulphur yellow ; quills brownish black, edged
with yellowish ; greater coverts black, tipi;.---i
with white, and f'ﬂI'rning a very distinet ba
across the wihg, scapulers white, also conspicu-
ously seen 3 teil, with the ﬂ”"!rﬂfbﬂihﬁrf,grwunihh
aray, the others blick,‘the two exterior tipped on
the inner webs.with white ; the throat, cheeke
breast, belly, and flanks. tinted with purple ; wrni
;:u! under tail coverts mure whise, The female
1= more SDhErIy fressed.

The next ee :

Xt renus ie AT
or H"“"'I”{;sf’c mm'm':i:.*;“; ::ﬂ:nl::e, ru! Lmberizq,
forme which have bt plg o)
the British Fauna, what has hitherto

uitdinate
genera. 1In
been looked
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on as the true HuntTngs. has been lately divided

L on account of some dilferences in the structure of

the wing and feet, and would be represented by

the £, milaria, or Common Bunting, placed stib-

gencrically under its trivial name, and the J.

schendcwlus, as Emberiza.  In a limited Iauna,

liowever, we prefer keepjng them together? Tha

Buntings are, in somg of théir forms, \-."i.dﬂy dis-

tributed. They are mwostly solitary, or at least

appear only in parties muuﬁ'nting to the number

of the last broods. They feequent enclosed coun-

tries, but not those abounding with wood, except

. during the breeding season. They are grani-

T vorous ; and the hard internal knob of the upper

mandible enables them eagily to remove the husks

from seeds. They breed on the grommd, d* on

low bushes, and possess a simple, often monoto-
nous song.

-
£
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Esmertza, Linn.— Generic characters,— Bill
rither strong, culmen sljghtly arched, the
internal roof of the mandible projecting in a
hard knob ; maxilla strong, and forming an

VOL. II. ' u
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angle at the gape; \-.'in},__rﬂ. with the second
and third quills longest, first and fourth
enual, sfeet moderate, outer and inner toes
equal, hind claw lengthened ; tail slightly
forked. E. milaria and citrinella.

- —— e

Tie {:o-«:‘!mw'ﬂmrwu EMBERIZA MILIARIA,
Linn. &e.— Emberiza gulieria, Linn. &e.— *
Miliaria Europea, S%ains—Bunting, Common i
or Corn Bunting, of British authors.—This Bun-
ting, though genura!lv called the “ Common,” is
perhiaps not so abiindants as some of the others,
and is certainly in some districts of loeal dis- ‘/1
tribution. In Englang, it is" said to frequent
the%eultiouted parts ; mul in Scotland, we have
chiely observed®it in the nllu}ﬁ where an extent *
of holm land lay on each %side of the stream which
generally runs through them. In wooded or very
hLilly distrigts it is scarcely known. During the
season of infubation they may be seen sitting on
the top of a hedge, bugh, or stone wall, repeating at

*short intervels t} their f'h till and little varied note, and
they oceasionaly shift their station to some other
clevated twitz hy a slow futtering ﬂl:LliL., Hpnmlmn-
the tail ot #he same time, and utlering their notes

»  as they fly. Tif nest is built on the ground in

n hay or grain field, or among amwy lengthmml
*herbaze,in an op@ situation, and sofetimes it is
slightly raised from among edarser “ptints or
bushes. The fablic is rather large, and is care-
lessly mg;pused, exteriorly of roots and dried
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| grasses, on the inside lined with haiv or very fine

¥ prass.  After breeding, the party of young may
! frequently be found by the edges of the cu'l.tw.ttud
districts, and often in punm» fields. In winter,
they congregate into larger [locks, and seem
more gregariously disposed than many of our
other British Buntings.

The range of the ermnn“ﬂuntmn I:-‘"EII(‘I'J!-!
in Britain, extending :mrt!m.ml to hutlwrlnnd-
shire and the Hebrides. “In Europe also it
reaches for a considerable way both to the north
and south, passing the Asiatic boundary.

Tue YeELrow Bu‘;rwﬁ. Empreniza CITRI-

o NELLA, Linn, — Em. citrinella, Linft. & 5k

Yellow Bunting, or Yellow Halimer, of Dritish
awuthors.—This very beautiful and eommon species
is distributed in abundance through all the ecul-
tivated districts of the British mmnl'l.nd becom-
ing less plentiful towards the north, :mtl according
to Mr Dunn, being an ncc.muml visiter of Ork-
ney. It may be found every, Where, l‘huugh par-"
tial to culture and population, amd may be seen
in almost arery bedgerow or lane, either Hitting
before the traveRer, or bifsking in the “dust of I.hu
way, or perched on some rather” elevated spray,
and thenee fittering its little varied note. In
winter, it congregates in smill parties, mixes
with flocks of other small birds, and frequents
the farm-yard, or wmmt;r of eottages, where food
may be expected ; it is not, however, grégarious
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like the last, anil does not collect into flocks com-

soped solely 'of itai owR species. The mest is

generally placed on some bank amidst herbage or
brash, by the root of a hedge or other covers It
14 formed of gmall roots oF dried grasses, lined
with hair and the finer grasses. The eggs are
pale purplish white, with lines and blotches irre-
gularly dispersed. We are mot aware of any
extra European locality for the Yellow Bunting s
and middle or temperate Europe seems to be its
strong hold, decreasirg as we gain either of the
extremes.

In the male, the principal colours are shades ol
gamboge yellow and brown. The head, cheeks,
znd under pprts are of the latter colour, varied

{

,...--(1_

on the huad and checks with olive greem which,

though irregularly marked, has a disposition to
run in_two lines over the head, another through
the eve, and 2 third under the aurienlars. On
the throat and centre of the belly the colour is
nearly unspotted. The;back is ye‘lluwish browmn,
varying somewhat in intensity ; the centre of each
feather broadly streaked with blackish brown ;3
the rump and upper il coverts brownish orange,
having the shafts of the feathers dark and con-
spicuons, and their tips of a grayish yellow;
quills are nearly black, edged narrowly with
gamboge yellow; sgeondaries and coverts brown-
ish black, broagly margined witn hrgwniah
orange ; tail brownish black, edged with pale
brownish orange, the two outer feathers tipped
with white on the inner webs, ‘The females have
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{he colours less vrilliant, and the markings less

JQistinet on the lower parts; the gamboge yellow

| with greenish orange.
in the young birds the coldurs are also less dis-
tinet, and nearly resembles that of the female.

-

Tug Cine BUNTING, I:'..\mtu':.m -:‘l‘l'su.qs,'LE:m,
— Emberiza cirlus of authors.— Cirl Bunting,
French, or Black-th roated . Yellow Ilgmmer, “or
Ammer, of DBritish quthore.—This very distinet
species Was added to the British Jauna by the
tate Colonel Montagad, who first discovered it
jear King's Ih"u.]%n. in winter, among flocks of
other small birds. During the summer following,
ne discovered its nidification, and hi2 aedbunt
and history was out onl¥y Britiste record for many
years. Since his discovery, it has been frequently :
et with, principally on the coast, in several of
the southern counties of England, rapging north-
ward as far as Yorkshire. In geotland we have
one notice of its occurrnce nes" Edinburgh,
which seems to have been oyerloghed by ‘moderi’
ormithologists, except Mr Narrelh Mr Thompson
Jdoes not include it in hie Irish Fauna. On the
Coutinent, in the middke and southert districts,
jt seems more eqqually distributed 3 and Mr Striek-
land observeil it near Smyrna.® We have never
had the satisfaction of seeing ﬁ;ﬂﬁ\l.ﬂ'!‘l alive s but;
from the descriptions given, and the accounts which
some of our friends have detailed Lo us, it appears,

» yarrell, i p. 619 .
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in many respects, to resembld the last in its man-
ners, in some districts being more partial to trees
shan the lower hedges and brushwood. The nest
i said to be generally placed in a furze bush, and
is composed of materials similar to that of the
last, and, indeed, of all our British species.
During the season of incubation, and most of the
summier, the<fooa is- partly insects, grasshoppers
being a large portion; berries of various kinds
seem also to be fr&uently eaten, and there, in
one instance mentiongd, where those of solanum
dulcamare were much fed upon.

The throat of this species is of a dark blackish
green, which immediately distinguishes it from
the Common Yellow Dunting$ a streak of the
sam_ colgur passes through the eye and under

the auriculars, and the intervening spaces with a #

streak over the eye, and @ gorget under the dark
throat, are of a delicate primrose yellow ; crown
of the head and nape yellowish gray, with the
centre of thaedfeathers black ; feathers on the back
orange browp, dark jn the centre, and having
paler margips ; seapulars reddish orange ; wings
blackish browin the secondaries edged with
brownish orange ; the quills narrowly, with
greenish gray 3 tail umber brown, edged on the
outer webs with greenish gray, that of the outer
feather nearly pure white, and baving a portion
of the inner webwof the two entire fathers also
white ; the breast is greenish gray, forming a band
across, and runmng up upon the sides of the
neck ; this is followed by brownish orange, which
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shades into primrose yellow on the belly, gra-
dually paler on the vent and under Jail coverts,
and running into yellowish brown on the flanks,
where it is also dashed with umber brown along

ihe shafts of the feathers. In the femmale all the

colours are somewhat similar, but the markings
are indistinet and less elear :

(=
.

= -

- b ¥

. L]

Tue Onronay BustiNG, EMBERIZA HORTU-
Lana.—Emberiza hortwlena, Linn—E. Tun-
stalli, Lath—B. chloroccphalea, Mynt.— Crtolan,
or Ortolan DBunting, of British authors.—The
Ortolan Bunting, famed among the Epicures of
France, is of a very rarg occurrenge in Byitain,
and can only be viewed as a mere straggler. Its
first notice as a native of oitr Fauna appears
under another name, that of E. chlorasgphala,
or Green-Headed Buanting, and is thus figured by
Mr Brown in his Llustrations of Zoglogy. From
thence, the specimen which was® used by Mr
Brown, has been traced by the perseverance of
Mr Fox to the collection bf Mr STunstal, and
thence to that of the Nesveastle Museum, where
it now regains, and hass been ascertained to be
identical with the Ortolen of Europds ilis speci-
men was taken by a bird-catefier near London.
The specinfen which served for Mr Bewick’s
figure was’canght at sea, on the Yorkshire coast’s
another is mentigned as taken near Manchester,
and a fourth in 1837, near London. These, up
to last year, seem all the instanees of. it$ capture
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in Britaing and although not easily distinguizhed,
<o s to be sought out from any parties of its con=
geners, there .can be no doubt of its being very
fay from common. In Seotland, or Ireland, it has
not been recorded. The Ortolan ranges over the
LEuropean continent, but not abundantly ; among
= dealers in Frapes, We did pot find it a species
at all times to be oGtained~ It extends out of
Europe to Northern Afri=a, and to the Dukhun
in India. - .

A specimen from th= Continent, before us, has
thefollowing distribution of colours :—The head
and nape are grayish green; the shafts of the
feathers dark; the back is of a dull chestnut
browyg, having the centse of cach feather streaked
with-dark™lackish brown; the wings are umber
Lirown, the eecomlaries and coverts edged with
reddish_brown ; the quills margined with yellow-
ish white 3 tail of the same shade with the wings,
the centre feathers tinted-with reddish and with
pale margins, and the two outer feathers with
the usugl white patcl on the inner webs; the
chin and throat aré_phle lemon yellow, with an
indication of a _:d:rl-'. ctrine from the base, of each
maxilla 3 the remaining nnder parts arg very pale
reddish "brown, on the “breast marked with an
indistinet dark sfreak in the centre of each fea-

ither.
- L

Reen Busting, EMBERIZA SCILENICULUS. ==
Luberizé schaniculus, Li nn. &e—Heed, or Block-
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Jeaded Bunting of British authors.— This dis-
tinetly marked species differs considerably in its
habits from those we have already eseribed 3
frequenting the vicinity of ‘marshy places, among
willow beds and reeds, and only coming to the
vicinity of population when pursued by the
severity of the weather., It is by no Tneanps
uncommon in suitnhlc,]ﬂucespuu?ninﬂiug in pairs,
and immediately shewing itselfl to an intruder by
its restless flight and anxiofi? note, and by percplh
ing near the top of recds ev bushes which grow
around. The undisturbed call is ong ol the most
monotonous of the gemus and the bird will sit
for a length of time constantly repeating the
three or four notes whigh composg it, without
any variation. On approaching the plece whlere
the nest 18 placed, the pavents cxchibit more than
the usual anxiety, and have been said_to use
<tratagem to decoy ol the strangers when raised
from the nest, the female flutters along the ground
for a few yurtls, and then commencds her anxious
calls, in which she is s00R juined Ly the male.
The unest is placed in & tuft or hilloek di grass,®
by the rool of some * hush, sor AMONE the
taller herbgeeous plants, .and we have very fre-
quently found <t in plastations bordeding some
marshy spot, placed on & young spruce fir from
one to threefyards (rom the ground. It is formed
of straw, dried grass, and routs, lined with fine
grass or hair. * The eggs purplish red, boldly
marked and veined with dark brownish purple:
The Reed Bunting is commonly distrjbuted over
L]
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the whole of our islands, extending -to the |
extremity of the mainland. [t is also general on /
the Continent, particularly the low-lying por-

ticns, but it has not been noticed as an extra 5

European bird.

This bird Mr Swainson considers typical of
Lmbiriza, 'p].u_mﬂ' our ,other species with the
Comiaon Bunting, a5 ﬂr.’fsrnu. In the wood-cut
preceding our characters, ye have given the wings
of the present specied, and E. rffrmﬂ’fu, hetween
which little differenge will be perceived. The
characters given are, in Emberiza, © first guill
shorter than ‘the four next, which are longest;”
in Miliaria, * three first quills the longest, and \'i
nearly equal in length.” In the latter, the bill is 1}
Tuush HL'{}I'I*';'DI', and the knob very prominent.
In Mr Swainsonis Emberize, the palatal knob is ;
nearly obsolete. See ﬁg.‘:?.

In summer or breeding plumage, the male of
the Reed Bunting is a elean and distinetly marked
bird. The head, cheeks, and throat, are deep
black, contrasting beantifully with the pure collar

~of white which surrmmds the back part of the
neck and cheeks, running in a line below the
auricular featlfers to the base of the mm.llh. The
back f= deep brownish Wack, having the feathers
broadly edged with chestnut. The lower part of
the back and rump has the centre of the feathers
of the same dark tint, edged with gray, but the
dark stripe is so narrow as to" allow the real
collar to appear aimost entirely of the latter tint., |
Quills are_brownish black, narrowly edged with |

A
'
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pale reddish brown.” The secondaries and coverts
are of a darker tint, brondly edged with chestnut,
and the shoulders are nearly entirely of that
colour. The centre tait feathers are grayish
brown, paler on the edges, the others black, the
two exterior ones with white running diagonally
from the base to the tip,.ni' the inner web” The
breast and flanks arg orayish White the feathers
of the sides of the breagt and flanks streaked along
the centre with brownish Whck ; belly, vent, and
under tail coverts pure white. In the female,
shades of brown and chestnut predominate over
the black. There is no black or “white on the
head, the plece of that colour being indicated by
a darker chestnuf; from geach eye and over the
auriculars there is a pale reddish ‘whide sticak.
The upper parts are reddish brown, varied by
the dark centres of the feathers, and _on the
breast and flanks the colour is pale yellowish
brown, shading into white on the centre of the
belly, and streaked alqpg the feathers of the
breast and flanks with chegtnut red.,

Our next form is ong ﬁre?fms'iy associated
with the "Blmﬁngs, but lgtely pladed with a few
others into a .separateg genus, starlifig* inter-
mediate between the true Burkings anid Larks.
It has beenedesignated Plectrophanes or Lark
Bunting. ‘In habits the birds differ from the
Buntings, in keeping cunsmnﬂf upon the ground,
being possessed of very amplé powers of flight,
and in being mostly gregarious. The bil in form

]
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is shorter than that of the PBuntings s the slml:l.m'.

knob is not apparent- The claws are all straighter, |

and that of (he hallux is woOTe than usually £

lengthened, the wings are long and pointed, v

qnd fitted for their long migrations. They breed '

on the ground, and are mostly natives of eold or

aretic jatitudes during SuMmEr, migrating during

wintef, at srhich ®me Wg receive their visits.

The genus may be thus characterized : .
e

PLECTROPIANES M:-yer.—(?en_crfc characters.

__Bill short, culmen bending; pa]uml knob
searcely apparent ip profiles wings long,
first quill longest, cecond and third graduat- Y
ing, the fourth sgdden‘.y’ chortening 3 tarsi \\
.and ofeet rather *hort, claws slender not
much bent,e that of the hallux nearly equal =
to the toe in length.”

Types.—PL 1. nivalis, 2. Lapponica, 3. picta.

Note—1- 2- Europe, # America.
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,I"!.::-Irv;uharu:n ::iruff;.d-?n‘it Y ED

PLATE.XV1ila
L

-
”~
Fanberiza pivalis, JLinnd i — Plectrophants pivalis of
'-.‘rﬁud..-rn.»:._.-1-',111':u-ﬂ-.r-.1 ;_:\;u::'xal‘t. pivalis, mjontand, in
winter plamage: __SnoW Bunting Mounksin ynd Tawny
Bunting, of modern Pritish guthors, fof its
ctates of plumage.

It is probable that o few geattered pairs of this
peautifully marked bird breed o8 gome of the
higher mountain ranges of Geotland 3 .
time theset jnstances are certainly

Jimited, that we can only ook upon itas
visiter among our birds They appeat in the
gouth of Seotland s00U after the month of Octo-
ber; and are common in large flocks in all the
cub-alpine districts, descending 10 e borders ©
cultivation 23 the winter adyunces and
spvere Himes retiring cver to t‘lr’.‘.r‘m\ﬂandﬁ, the
e cOasts and the coursc® of the rIvers. 1n both
the latter locakties, wee have repeal il
hem, gecking their gustenance Smong the
tamenta left Gy the tide, o7 picking up whatever=
conld be found amons {the gfave by the Ve

stubbles, fallows, and cu‘;ﬁvmud fields, oD -
worders of the muirland districts and feed OB

W
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left grain anil seeds, while, in still milder weather i
they keep o the muir or sheep pastures. In the
alpine districts, and simeilar sub-alpine sheep |
ranges in England, they are in a like mannet
found during winter, but iowards the south their
numbers deerease, and the flocks become smaller

==l more straggling and, according to Mr
yarrell, thesé flocks? still farther decreased, “ by
spparation and otlier enuses, are scen in York-
shire, Norfolk, and Suffolk, sometimes on open
heaths and warrens, awothers in the marshes and
fields contiguous 1o the coast. A few reach the
southern counties, and “have been seen from
Sussex to Devonshire.” 1p freland, Mr Thomp-
son has mentioned tham to us a8 peeurring 1n
simifar lecalities in the mountainons and sub-
alpine districts. At this scason of the yean as
we have already stated, they appear in Hocks,
often consisting of some hundreds. When dis-
turbed, they fly around, »meking sudden wheels
before again ‘alighting, and in their turpings, ex=

hibit the darls and light parts of their plumage in

a simuitaneous mamner, almost as distinctly as '_-
come of the Sandpipess; but when the flock is :

travelling, the flight is mear the ground, in an
undulafing manner, and avith frequent strokes of
the wing. On the ground, they run with facility
and quickness, and often squat, ~They mever
alight on trees or “bushes, during their abode in
this country, at least not within oir own observas
tion, or that of our friends whom we have cons
sulted, *




a

SNOW BUNTINGS !.H.!

Their oecurrence in Seotland

is now known as a very rare oc

wwve have often express

during sumner
CUrrence,; though
ed our conviction, that
straggling poirs would be discovered on our
Tigher mountains. Mr Macgillivray states, that
he and:Dr Greville ohserved a beautiful male
flitting in the 111:'1{;5|.huurhpt'ul of a patch of Enow,
on the summit of Dengna I'rln'!\:—tful, &n the Ath of
Aungust; and some days after a party of eight,
evidently a brood, was obsetved on 1
The state in which the birds are scen on their
arrival in this couniry, is in the

schnagar.”

adult winter
plumage, or as that ofsthe young birds of the
last broods. In the first, the shoulders and
secondary quills afe pure yhite, the latter some-
times with a proportion © black at the 4111*,"57:"-1!
* these markings, when ll:u wings are n-xp:xmlcd in
flight, exhibit a bright but varicgated appearance:
The head, cheeks, neck; and sides of the Lreast,
back, and ramp, appeas nearly chestnut hrown,
but on the back and seppulars the* fenthers are
black, with the tips grayish,chestnu’ and on the
centre of the pack and sqzqml:nr:'-. thése not’
entirely concealing the black, gives o rich pied
appearance. | The quills are black. The tail,
with the middle feathers, dark brownidh' ‘black,
edged with yellowish brown, the - three outer
feathers white, tipped with plack on the outer
webs. These are also conspicuously seen in’
flight when the wings are expanded. The under

f.‘ parts are nearly pure white, with a slight tint of

= Macgilliveay, British Birds, i. p. 4G4y
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chestnut on the throat and breast. In the birds

of the previous summer's broc i, the head, chieeks,.

and sides of the breast, are chestnut ; the whaole
upper paris are ye Jlowish brown, having the

plumes on the back brownizh black in the centre,
I:-uL shaded into the yellowish edges. The wings
are brownish blagk, without white on the :-!.l_n'.l—
ders, dnd haVing a fmall partion only of the base
of the secondaries white. » The tail is similar to
that of the old bird, But with the proportion of
white much less. These two states of plumage form
the Mountainand Tawny Bunting of authors. In
the full breeding dress, the head, neck, and wnder
parts, are pure white, and the feathers of the
back and wings having.thrown ‘off their pale tips,
leave tho¥e parts of a deep black, giving to the
bird a plumage df very degided contrast.

Tue Larcanp Lanm-BuntiNg, PLECTRO-
paANEs Larfoxica, Selb.—Fringille Lapponica,
Linn. — Emberiza calearata, Temm. — Lapland

.f.dny::prur. Bongp.— Lapland Lark-Bunting of

modern British stuthors—This bird, almost quite
a northern species, has been taken occasionally in
Britain, and has thus oltained a fitle to rank in
our Fauna, Thé'first specimen which was noticed
was obtained in the London market, and came
nto the, possessigh of N. A. Vigors, Esq. from
whose collection Mr Selby deteribed i, and
added some remarks on its affinities and distribn-
tion, anl s occurrence as a DBritish bird, in a
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voiume of the Transactions of the Linnwxan
Society. This bird is now in the collection of
vhe Zoological Socielys the other specimens
which have pceurred bave been nct with acei-
dentally, chicfly in the vicinity, or not far from
Londog The most northern was taken in Lan-
cashire, and is now prcsﬂ_rvetl in the Manciester
muscum. 1ts proper pountry” sdomseto be Nors
thern Europe, the islands in the Northern Ocean,
and arctic America, and in’fnany of these COonbe
tries it is. to @ certain extent migratorys They
are mentioned by most of our aretic VOYIEETS,
and avere found breeding in. ¢ moist meadows,
on the shoves of the Aretic Sea, the nest plage:l
on a small’ pillock amopg mMOSS and stones.”
formed externally of dried grasses and lined mld
deer's hair. In the hcg}nn‘.ng of-May, they were
found to have fed on the berries of Arbutus *
alping. 3

Mr Selby’s bird, the ariginal British specimet,
had ¢ the head and upper parts of the hody pale
wood brown, tinged with :,'uliuwlsh aray, the
shafts of the fenthers being blackish »browu.
Greater Wing coverts and seeondary quills black-
:sh brown, deeply margined with ciestnut browi,
the tips being - white, cills dusky,- with paler
cdges. Above the eyes is a bread streak of pale
wootl browi, cheeks and ear coverls wood brown,
the latter mixed with black. From the corners
af the under mindible, on each side of thie throat
is a streak of blackish brown. ! Throat yellowish

white. Lower part of the neck and breast sullied
VoL, Il x
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whie less conical bill, and peculiar form of the feet.

\ By far the greater numbers live entirely on Lhe
ground, run swiltly, feed on grains, bask in the
sun, and among the dust; and exhibit in their
manners a great rescmblance to the rasorial birds.
Their 1]]:__:]-'!. is powerful, rod eapable of being
long sustained, and the song is often meloflious,
and of considerable pcompas.® I the Dritish
list, we ecan ouly rank & single genus, the True
Larks, which Mr Swainfin considegs as the
Fissirostral type o fthe f‘!lu_:.:;..

AvrLauna, Linn, — Generic characters. — Bill
¥ subi-conie, nearly evlindrieal, nostrils con-
eealed 5 wings long, with the spurious quill
very short, the three next nearlyf egual
3 length ; tertials lengthened~ feet with the
claws slightly curverl, that of the hinder toe
long, and nearly straight.
Europe, America,
Type—a. arvensis,  Habits terrestrial.

" * Thé Alawda eafondra, neeording to Colonel Syvkes'
! ‘

late observations, is u delightful singing bird. — Proceed,
e - ¥
. of Zool, Soe. .
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Tie SKYLARK, ALAUDA ARVENSIS, Linn.—
Alawda aréensis, Linn—Common Ficld or Sky-
lark of British authors.— This well known birl
and favourite songster is plentifully distributed
over the whole of our islands, though in the more
northicen isles it is said to be ouly a summer
visitart. In-a country’ where the plough was
litle kiiown, and the cultivation of the grains
had not commenced, we would consider the
natural localities of the Skylark to be extensive
ranges of grass or pasture land, not lying too
low, vet scircely reachjug to what might be
generally termed a sub-alpine country. In the
present state of our Iafds, it i= a close attendant
g cultization, finding shelter or food among our
crops, and enlivening the labours of the husband- -
man by its cheerful and peculiar song. Grazing
lands® fiowever, are still its favourite range, and
it is often found in considerable ubundance where
the upland’ sheep pastures begin to commence.
In these localities, and hunong the hay erops, it
builds -or forms its hest, and rears its young.
The male, during the time of incubation, singing
from clod or suft, a little elevated, or rising above
the spat with a rapid ":Fnutiun of the wings, and
during ascent pouring forth that melody which
has been so often the theme of our more homely .
poets, and is u mrked illustration with all who
deseribe the accessaries to rural scenery: The
song is continued for a considerable time ‘Wwithtut -
interruntion, during the ascent and after having ')
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L]
:.m_nlm::] its wished-for clevation, and while remain-
ing poised in the air, so high as frequently to be
known only by its song faintly heard. It frequently
also continues its song in a gradual descent, but
upon any alarm it is suddenly stopped, the wings
dlosed, and it falls as it were a stone to the zround
in a line often wvery dightly glanting. When
{he duties of incubakon hafe passed, the birds
begin to congregate, and by the commencement
of the winter months, Ilnuk‘; hera assemble in the
ctubble and fallow fields, their melody gone for a
time, their only note being a short ¢hirrup when
raised or disturbed. When severe weather ad-
vances, they retire to the lowest grounds, and to
the vicinity of the sea shogs, and it is immediately
previous to or about this time, that tie partial
movements and migrations take place, and we
recdive a compensation for what we lose i docks
from countries lying more northerly than our
own. The Skylark never perches on trees, but
is entirely terrestrial, walking and running with
facility and swiftness, and snever hepping in the
manner of the finches. Qri the gpproach of
danger it _squats in any irregularity, hole,. or foot
print in the ground, and before a pointer will
thus continue until approached witliin a yard.
They also bask in the sun, and dust themselves
like the rasGres, and we have [requently seen
the basking places direwed witi feathers, and re-
sembling those of a covey of partridges. The
nest is placed on the ground, sometimes close
to some hillock, and generally ‘mere “or less
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sheltered by tall grass or lerbage ; it is vatlier
carclessly formed of strong bent or grasses, lined
interiorly with finer materials.

It the larger towns, and on the Continent, this
bird used to be, and to a certain extent is still
esteemed at the table, and during winter the
floaks were netted extensively, bringing in this
countr¥ g price of frdn threg to four shillings per
dozen. Asa song bird, they are also esteemed,
both from the faciliy with which they are
reared, and for their capacity as songsters in con-
finement, for this purpose their price seems
almost extravagant, twelre or fifteen shillings
being  a common price for a good bird.”* In
its geographigal range,the Skylark seems pretty
generallyand commonly distributed over Europe,

_decrea.sing to themnorthward, and there becoming
migratory in winter. It extends into the Asiatic
continent, but how far, or in what proportion, i3
not accurately ascertaineds

The upper fparts of thg plumage are yellowish
brown, having the margins of the feathers pale
~wood bibwm Ip the breeding season the centres
of the feathers assume. a deeper and richer tint,
and the pale edges partially fall off. Above the
eyes thtfe 43 a pale yallowish streak, and the
{eathers of the erown are clongated, and capable
of being erected at will 5 this formmion of some
part of the plumss, coverin®y the Crown, runs
through the known species, and_ will almost rank
as o generic character. The tail is considerably

& . % Yarrell, i p. 413 .

-
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forked, and a great portion of the outer, with the

exterior web of the second feathers white. The

cheeks are wood Lrown, the breast a paler anl

more yellow shade, spotfed with lougitudifial

marks of brownish black; the remaining under

parts are yellowish white, nearly pure on fha

centre of the belly. Legs and feet are }-.-,-Il.uﬂw.-i-.h

brown. The female, scarcdy dififrs. , Cream-

coloured and nearly white 1';1.1*icl'm5 oecur,

L
L
Tre WOODLARK, ALAIDA ARBOREA, Linn,

— Alauda arborea, Linn.— Woodlark of Diritish

authors.—This species, us the {amiliar name indi-

cates, is more woodland in its habits than tha

last, or indeed than any gpecies  with whose

habits we are acquainted. At the samestine, it

i« not an arboreal bird, perchingseven but rarely,

but frequenting pasturc' lands and cultiyated fields

in a woodland country, or onc interspersed with

old hedges and copses of brushwood. It is cele-

brated also for its song, which by all éts deseribers

is stated to be melodious, and more richly toned

than that of the last, while it ie deficignt in varia-"
tion and compass. The sm:é is also uttered while

on the wing, but the flight is desefibed to be in

wheeling eircles, occasignally hoverieg, and not
in the gradual perpendicular #scent 10 a greut
height, as performed by the last. It also some-

times, but Sess frequently, sings from the-Lranch
of a decayed tree. The nest is placed on the

: \‘h ground, under shelter of some'tuft and herbage

-

S

and in structure is somewhat similae, tos that of
1
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tha Skylark. The eges are pale reddish white,
spotted and speckled with reddish brown,  Dur- i
ing winter, they are said to ;:l-u-li-mm in small
parties, the amount of the year's brood, and we .
do not find it stated that lhe:. are migratory, or
P arﬁ[m any partial change of station.
TheWoodlark, so far-as we can learn, is by
no meags a common bird, egen in its most favoun-
rite stations, and its distribution in Britain is
extremely local, contined in England chiefly to
tie southern counties,~and extending more spar- :
ingly to Derbyshire, Yorkshire, and Lancashire,
in the northern countiessbecoming very rare, so
as to cause its appearance to be recorded, and %
we have instances stated by Mr Selby and Mr
Hr:}su L, of specimens being killed in Northum-
berland and Cimberland. In Scotland, it is
admiegl by many writers, but without mention.
ing partieulars. Ir Fleming gives the Gaelic
name, while Mr Heysham states that it is taken .
occasionlly Dy bird cagehers in the neighbour-
hood of Duncfries.* 3Ve have not ourselves seen |
a Scottish ‘specimén, and cannot at present refer
toany authentic instanee of its capture. In Ireland,
Mr Thumpson has recorded it as partially distri- /
buted. "Oa the Continent, it s perhaps more
numerous, at thie same time being loecal in its
stations. In the Paris markets, we have frequently
notieed specimers among the buncles of small
birds, and mixed with the Common Lark. We

—

* Upen toe suthority of Mr Yarrell, Brit. Dirds, i, p. 419, /
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wvhite, with numerons dusky spots.  Belly and
vont “'.uih, flanks with oblong dusky streaks.
Tail dusky, the exterior feathers having the outer
web, and half of the ivner one, sullied white 3 the
next to it, with o small wedge-shaped white spot
near the tip; legs and toes brown; claws not
wmuell eurved, the hind.one nearly straight, and
longt :‘h an che foel Th{e plumage of the adult
state, or breeding seasan, is much more con-
trasted, the head, tlaoat, and upper part of the
breast, being of a riely and clear black, whieh is
rilieved by a margin of white, running into the

light colour of the lower.parts. The upper parts
= I PPer. |

are of a clear rufous brown, with the centre of
th: feathers hth, and having the colours of the
ViTgs ned tail LIonpcr.:‘ml more distinetly marked.
In the fe male, nat the same season, “ the chin is
grayish, the black plunfage of the head and
breasf™ edged with pale brown and gray, the
cliestuut feathers on the nape fringed with
white”§ 211 the specimens which have been
tuken in this country agree nunrl;, with that
deseriliad b} "-lr Selby, and bave either been
young birds, or those which have passed from
their breeding plumnﬁe.
| I
From these [ ark-Buntings, a title indicating a
mixture of claracters, we are led to the next
sub-family, Alavdine, or True Larks, .easily
distinguished fram any of the preceding birds by
Selby, Botish Ornithology, i. p. 285,
t Northern Zoclogy,
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do not yet know its range to the south, or to.
warids Asia.

The Woodlark, though somewhat 'resm:_uhliug
the last in its colowurs anfl their distribotion, is
easily distinguished by its less size, and the
shortness of the tail, which renders it a more
eompact and less elegang looking bird, CR the
upper parts, the feaghers sre Tbrownish” black,
edged with pale yellowish brown. The Form of
the feathers and marking mbre ruumlell than in
the last. The lower parts,are pale straw yellow,
upon the neek and breast spotted longitudinally
with dark brownish blagk. Above“the eye the
streal is well defined, and is of a yellowish white,
Hinder claws vers long, z 3
% e
Tue Suore Lang, Aravpa arrestnis, Lini.

—Alawda alpestris, Lilin—dA. cornuta, Swain.—

Shore Lark of Wilson and medern ™ Hivitish
authors,— This is the third Lark which the in-
dustry of modern British ornitholdgists have
added to our list. It is,'hgwaver, af rare oceur-
gence, and can only rank as an oceasiongl straggler,
four specimens being all thaf are at present gn
record. 1t is a bird havipg the oigans of flight
amply developeg, and haying an extensive geogra-
phical range over the New World,*® extending also

* The Prl'g.:::- of Musignano has seperated the North
Ameriean lirds from those of Europl, keeping the trivial
nime of alpestris for the last. By Brehm and Boie, this
Fird has been placed as the type of o sub-genus. In the
wirg, the small spurious quill is wanting, .

|
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0 Asia and Europe. The speeimens which are
now and then picked up in Britain can only be
looked upon as having strayed, or been driven
from their migratdry courses. In most of its
localities it is migratory, and we have notices of
its ocenrrence in the Arctic Regions, by the
authdrs of the Northern Zoology, and a very
intercating wceountoof its manners in summer b,

Mr Andubon.® That ﬂrlmlm-hj"t-t. found them’
bre ceding on the coais and islands of Labrador,
Like t!u_ others, the song is sweet, warbled when

en the wing, and oceasionally on the ground.

The nest +h‘r]ﬂ-.t{l'£‘d on the moss-covered ground,
and * is disposed with =0 much care, while the
mass 50 much resembles the bird in hue, that
i 3s rou almost tread upon her as she =its, she

seems to feel soeure, and remains nnmoved. It ©

is 1mhedrlml in the moss 1o its edges, which are
composéd of fine grasses, t:1r|:1|I:1rJ'l. lli‘-]Tl'J-"-L[i, and
forming a bed about two inches thick, with a
lining of greuse feathers, and those of other birds.
The eggs are four or five in number, large, gray-
ish, and covered with numerous pale blue and
brown spots.”4

In a specinien heﬁu"u us from I\urr'm Amerien,
the upper parts are hmr i_rrﬂu n, the centre of each
Femlir:r darker, and nn*r w1l apon the nape with
pale hyacinth red. The shoulders and rump are
hyacinth red,“the feathers having rpale edges,
The wings and tdil are blackish brown, having the

* Orn. Biog. il p. 570: t Thid.

J
‘[‘{J
P
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condaries and ecoverts nearly wood brown, but
\} darker in the middle. The tail has the centre
' feathers edged with wood brown, and the outer
edge of the outer feather, with the half of that of
the next, white. In the adult male, the forehead
is yellow, bounded behind with a black bapd
terminating on each side-with some narrow blaok
feathers, clongated, which can be raPed at™will,
anid which have obtained for this bird one of ita
appellations, Horned Lark(A. eornute) The
lores, cheeks, and throat in the form of a crescent
band, are deep black, and the chin, sides of the
neck, and a streak above each eye, are of a pale
bat rich king's yellow ; beneath the black gular
band, the breast is hyaeipth red, varied with
blackish brown, the sides of the breast—arf of
“the same colour, and the flanks ave wood brown,
having the centre of each feather darkgst. The
belly, vent, and tail coverts are white.

In ocur next sub-family, the Dellfinches or

- Pyrrhuline, the typieal rlhrj:15 are wery different
from the birds we have now left ; but thére is a °

genus of Africa and India, @;}'r.l’u.rf:.-mfrr, or Lark-

Bullfinch, which, as the name indicates, combines

characters of bath. In the form of. the True

- Jullfinches, the head is large, thes bill short, and

: very broad at-the base, at the same time of very

considerablesstrength, and in thase the principal

., food seems to be-the tender bark or voung shoots,

77 and the buds of trees. Others ‘attack the seeds

’ of trees, and in one genus we have a rgmarkable
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and peculiar form in the mandibles of the bill, [
being crossed over each other.  They are mostly

arboreal in their habits, and many of them ire- i
quent extensive and retived woods. The genus __‘N""
we have first to notiee is,

- l;;'nmtl.‘Lm Drissons— Gencrie elareefors, —
Bl shiort, thidk, and swelled, or infated in
all its parts, wide o4 the base, edges of the
mandible folding over the maxilla, culmen
rounded ; wings avith the third quill longest, 4
second and fourth equal, first slightly shorter ; |
tail ample, sometinres lengthened ; feet with - f
the tarsus and middle toe nearly equal. ]

_Type—~\. P. vulgaris, 2. érythrocephala.

‘fhl"..?cumpnct, stout. Europe, Asia.
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THE COMMON EULLFINCH. :

Pyrrhuia yulparis. — TEMM.

PLATE XIX.
4 A - .
Loxia pyrrbula, Linn.—Pyrrhula vulgaris, Tenum, fe. —
Bullfnch of ﬁri.ti:-‘_h,uulhurs.

Twis very beautiful bird is generally distributed
over our islands, thongh no where very numerous,
[t is of retired habits,»frequenting woods and
plantations, often where they are wild and of
considerable extent, and .here thejr call-note
reaches the ear of the wanderer when theii Hntinta

“are intruded on, clear .and distinet, yet melan-
choly in its tone and cadence. Itv-gring.and
winter, the shrubbery and gardens are frequented,
apparently on account of the food depived from

" the fruit trecs, where buds are eagerlysought after
and eaten, the bud being paived down or bruisecd
by the edges of the bill, forms itselfl the food, and is
not broken, as some suppase, in search alter the
insects contajned in it.  The Bullfinch thus com-
mits often serions depregdations on the ‘crop of
the coming vear; at other times fhe food consists
of the seeds of many plants, particylarly those of

the order Syngenesia, as the thistle, ragweed, &e.”

The nest is ednstructed on the lower bronches

T of some cvergreen tree, or among the underwood

of the eover. It is rather carelessly built, shallow,

S
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based  with slender twigs, and linedd with fine
poots or grasses, The eggs are of a pale andy
delicate greenish blue, marked with reddish or
purplish spots.

The geographical range of the Bullfineh is not
very extensive, neither does it seem more coMMmOn
i otber distrigts than«in Britain. In our own
counlry, it'scarcelf reachas the north of Seotland, -
and is, we believe, unknown in the northern
islands. » On the Clntinent it reaches to a lower
proportional latitudey but decreases in numbers,
and it has heen long since known as a Japanesc

bird. - ~

The Bullfinch is esteemed in confinement on (
aceount of jts imitatiye pm\-enfs, and numbers are
anfluaidy imported on this aceount from Germany,
under the titlerof « Piping Bullfinches.” These
have lost 3l most entively their natural limited song,
excepting their call-note, but have been taught
to whistle au air or favourite melody, which the
best do with great truth and distinetness, and
with a deepsand full 2one.  The price of some of
these Girds is extrgvagant.

The Bullfineh, in form, is a compact and stout
bird, and the adult msle shews a beautiful assem-
blagé “éf colours. Ths crown =f the head and
nape, the throal, wings, and tail, are rich velvety
blaek, with a steel blue and purplifh gloss. The Ff
back and shoulders delicate bluish gray, and the /|
rump, vent, and,_under tail eoverts, pure white. rf’
The cheeks, throat, and under parts, delieate tile 3
red, shading gradually into the other colours. Iuj

{

e
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\ the femnle, the general markings arve the snme,
%} but not so distingt. The upper paris are more
7 of a hirownish tint, and so also is the under surfuee
of the body tinted with the red of the male.
The Bullfinch is subject to considerable variety.
Iudividuals pied black and white occur, wkie
oceupying the red and gray portions.  Some are

of a yellowish white, mr crm’lnﬂculuuﬁ, arel oeca-
sionally they occur nearky pure white, while black
varieties obtain at times, an effect wlsieh, it is
said, may be artificially produced by confining
the food to hempseed. A very beawtiful speeies,
_much allied in form, is found on the Himalayan

¥ ronge. X

" " "

e ™

Our nest bird is very closely allied to the |

True Bullfinches, but diverges from ¥ srfora in

that of the bill, and in the colours of the plumage,
. in the last respect much more closely approaching
to the tints and changes yndergone By the Cross-
bills. The tarsus is also proportionally shorter.
These differences have indyded many ‘of our
ernithologists to adopt Cuvier's genus Corythus,
in preference, to continning them with Pyrrhula.
Corythus may be thus cheracterized : © e

L]

-

Coryrnusy Cuvier.— Generig Jcharacters. —
Bill somewhat swollen, with the pulmtp'
rounded, mandible “ projecting and cyrving
over the tip of the lower ;” tarsus shorter than

. &

-
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the middle toe; tail slightly forked ; wings
as in Pyrrhela. 1‘

JType. —C. enncleator, \
Europe, Alpine India, Nipaul,* America. \

“ih

Tae Pixe Bucvrisce, CoryTilus ENUCLE-
ator, Cuvier.— Loxia enucleator, Linn,— Py
rhula enueleator, Temm. Selby. — Corythus enee-
clgetor, Ce. Swain, 0= Pine Bullfinch or Gros- -
beak of Dritish authors.— This species seems to. & -
be rare, and of limited .distribution even in its
owili cDuntries, for we very seldom receive it in
collections, and with dealers it is as unfrequently
found. In Britain it stands as one of our rarest
and most sought aftes birds. One of our first
authorities for its occurrence is Mr Pennant, who -
met with them Aying above the great forests of
Invercauld in Aberdeenshire, and sigee that we
are not aware of any authentie instance of their J
accurreénce in Scotland, and wd liave never our-
selves met with them in the north, though they
have been -uolten anxiously looked for. Mr 7
Yarrell mentios three instances of their having = |

* We have a %ery distinet and typical spocics from JO
Nipaul, sent by Mr Hodzson, §/
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bieen seen or killed in England, one specimen of
'-I? a female, obtained on Harrow-on-the-Hill, being
in his own collection. Mrp Thompson has not
recorded its appearance in Ireland.  In Europe, it
is most frequent in the north, and the specimens .
from the New World have always been considgps?
identical with them, and it is in the northern ports
of the latter countrysalso tifat they™are; éhiefly
found, being met with+by Dr Richardson as far
as the sixtieth degree, and by Mr Avdubon in
Newfoundland, the coasts ¢f Labrador, and Hud-
son's Bay., 1t is from these writers pon the orni-
\h thology of l\'u_l'l]u .-1!119114:':1. that we learn any thing
regarding their habits, and, according to the latier,
they feed on the buds and geeds of almost all kinds
. of trees, Tlhe nest is said to be placed not ' 5irom
the ground, and to-be composed of small sticks
lined with feathers, the eggs white. “E 35 recqrded
also as being a beautiful songster, possessing o
deep and full tone, apd is vecasionally kept in
confinement on this accouut, huauming S00N VEry
tame and familiar: - L
We do not know the chapges of the®colours
assumed during the breedizg season, or at diffe-
rent ages by this species, but it apparently varies
from different shades of gellowish redhto’ éarmine
red. The plumage is soft and r&ther loose ; that
of the adult® male in summer is deseribed as
carmine red, the feathers onsthe back, seapu~
,h lars, and romp, grayish black in the' centre.
Feathers of the wings and tail blackish brown,
edped with reddish white, which is.breader cu
VOL. 11. X i

-
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the tips of the wing coverts, and forms there a
bar geross the wing. The under parts are alse
of the rich carmine red of the upper, becoming
paler, and shading into gray on the belly and
vent. In the Northern Zoology, the old male,
ag - ¢ s said to have the head, neck, and under
plumags, orange,”* Acecrding to the last quoted
work, a femdle, “ kilied in avinter, has the head,
cars, rump, and tips of the back and neck fen-
thers hoary yellow, thé rest of the plumage bluish
gray. This accords with a European specimen
in our possession, supposed to be an adult female.
The tinge of hoary yellow, however, extends to
the cenires of the feathers on the back and breast,
while the ecolour on the rump s extremely bril-
liant?"™he wings and tail are brownish black,
the quills and 1E|."D:|r1:l.rms- edged with grayish
white, the =8 of the greater and lesser coverts
of the same mﬂnur forming bars across the wing.

We havenow to examine a very curious and
interesting genus, limited in numbers, but con-
taining® birds whese habits, thougzh often de-
seribed, have vot Deen sufficiently observed in
this country. * The appellation of Loata, has by
moderd * oraithologists been restrictéd to these
birds, familiarly known as Crosshills from the

structure *of the bill. They are natives of

temperate countries, are strongly formed, possess
a powskful flight, and feed chicly on the seeds

= * Northern Zoology, fi. p. 260

I
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of the different s-.pc:clcﬁ of pine, to which they
.3 are cnabled to find access by the peculiar strue-
i ture and strength of their bill. The® colours of
the plumage are bright, @ud undergo periodipal
changes. They are partially migratory, and in
winter are gregarions. g

- s

Loxita, Brisson. — Geaeric Sharagters, —ill
strong, rather lengthened, compresséd, man-
dible and maxilla croming each other at the
tip when closed, entire at the tips; wings
with the first quill longest, the others gra-
duating ; tarsi short; feet rather strong,

& with the lateral toes unequal, claws hooked.
Types—Loxie curvirostsa, &e
Note—~Europe, Amerita, . =

L .\h-. = i

THE COMMON CROSSBJLL.

Loxia :ur:.'i'lfwll‘_{a. — Lasa,

PLATE XX eyt s
= - ]
Loxia curgirostra of authors.—Cominon Crossbill of
w  Dritish authors. - Tt

Tus very interesting bird n]:'punra_tn have had
attention directed to it since agvery carly period,
which may be perhaps traced"zo their occurrente

%5y at uncertain intervals, their ~curious hubits and
; want of fear, and the destruction which they
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make in some places upon the erop of apples, by
splitting the fruit in search of the pips or seeds.
Mr Yarrell ans been at pains to search out some
of the earlier recordsyand from him we learn
that they were noticed in 1254 and 1593, parti-
-~nlarly in the lalter year, on account of the
abdv. mentioned bhavee in the orchards. Sinee
these .teeords, stmilar observations lave been
made; dod at various intervening periods, up to
the present time, flocks have been seen in Eng-
land, Wales, and Scotland, frequenting some
particular locality ; of later years these appear-
ances have eilier become more frequent, or the
attention which is given to ornithology, with
the numerous periodicals, &s. to which the
oceurrence off such flocks is communicated, has
made them appearso. We are, however, inclined
to believe the former, and in the south of Scot-
land, Ut leaSs, where an immense extent of young
pine timber has been I}Inn!cd. within thirty years,
the Crossbil bas undoubtedly become more
common, and we know now remains throngh the
vear. Since 1829 and™1830, scarcely n yéar has
passed without the: English border and the
southern counties of S€otland, being visited by
flocks of Crossbills. In our own wiginity they
were, hawever, rare, the first birds having been
seen in 1836 ; next year; at the commencement
of winter, a small flock appeared, and _eontinued
for some months ; zaud in the November follow-
ing, (1858) a paty of from difty to seventy
returned, and have been seen cvery week up to

4
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the present date, (July 30, 1839 ;) notwithstand-
ing, we have been unable to discover the nest, or
any traces of their having built.  During winter,
the flock kept together, but after spring llmy have
been seen in pairs or small parties, and it is pnnr'
sible that some of the older pine woods, <= am
twelve to fifteen miles distant, may have Sirniched
breeding stations, though ds yet we have been
unable to ascertnin this.  These bivds, during the
winter, kept together, ;u:’:f were gemerally dis-
covered when looked for by their noisy notes
when passing from one plantation to another, or
removing short distanees in search of cone-bear-
ing trees. When the flight was made to any
distance, the birds rose tg a considerable height,
and flew with a very powerful rather naadlating
motion, uttering as they flew a ‘continued amgle
sharp call-note. On nrlbhl.mj, they te=ame silent,
at once commencing to attack the fir cones, and
only wmttered their notes when disturbed, or on
removing to another station. The gpruce fir was
chiefly frequented, and trees with & large erop of
cones presented a very interesting sight When the
foek was engaged upon them.  Vhe feet and hill
being both powerful, are nsed as scansorial and
prehensile mesbers, angd they woulds elunb and
lavg about the cones and brafiches in all the
attitudes, and with all the ::ﬂ'lht.y‘r and security of
a parrot, and they possess sidicient strengtli
to enable them =t times to fly g:r:!‘ with tig cone
of a spruce fir to an adjacent tree. The concs
are split or cut up one or both sidee longitudi-

"
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nally, and are so torn in search for the seeds as lo
be easily pereeived, and mark the progress of the
flock, while the ground beneath is strewed with
numbers which have been unable to withstand
their attacks on the branch. The larch was less
orpeently Here attacked, though in other dis-
tricts tIE secids are muchufed upon, and we never
saw an) s tle cones of the Scotch fir or pinaster
broken by them, but this may be accounted for
by a great, prevalence of spruce in the places they
frequented, and by these trees last years (1538
and 1839) producing a most abundant erop of
cones. By using a little paution, one could easily ;
gain the foot of the tree where the birds wera v
feeding, and examine their mivtions, and if the |
pers. shemained quiet, they would feed and
climb about the branches until within a few
vards of the Jsoker on.  OUn one or two occasions
when shot at on the top of a tall tree, those un-
hurt would fly straight tpwards the person, and
alight within a few yards, looking about and
beginning to feed as if wothing had oceurred.

The snidification of the Crossbill in Britain is
comparatively ljittle’known. A few instances are
recorded of it pest having been fourid in Eng-
land, bat sg seattered as to warrantifie conclusion
thatghe birds had been detained from their natural
haunts bysome cause. In the south of Scotland,
sthe nest has GdE, been lately found, but we have
little hgsitation m believing that.for the last years
they have bred in some numbérs in different dis- - 7'¢
tricts, though the precise locality and their nests
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have not been :-;t:f discovered. In its foreigu
distribution, the Crossbill ranges extensively over
Europe, being more abundant and leds migratory
towaris the north. Specimens of the common
bird from America we have never ourselves had
an opportunity of comparing, and ean ouly noy, (
mention the opinion of others ; it is certain, fow-
ever, that if tIHlluct, the allm:.r'-ﬂ of the twh is
very close.  Wilson"was of opinion that the 'y
were distinet species, and when Buonaparte wrote
his observations on Wilson's Nomenclature, lie
sonsidered that arnililu'tu:;;ist in error. In his
last work, however, on the Birds of*America and
Europe, his opinion is ﬁguin reversed, and they
are considered distinet. On the other hand, Mre
Audubon, in his second »%lume of thie Oppitholo-
gical Biography, says, that he has not suceceeded
in detecting any differences sufficient to |mhmla-
a specific dlslmclmn!"' The Ameri&a: bivd i
spread extensively over the northern and cnur.rnl
parts of the northern Céntinent. .

In the colouring of this species, and the changes
it undergoes at various s-.usul:-s, we are searcely
aware in what manner it-is influenced, and
without being able completely to®note these from
observationp it is best to® deseribe the birds in
npp-lrf_utl_',r adui plumage. An adult male shot
here in last Nmembﬂr, was EutirEIjr of g vellowish
crimson rl;-d, most vivid on tliﬁn-cruwu, breast,
and rump, the vent inclining mwellnu ish white ;

PN e T -
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around the auriculars there % a broad stripe of
pale umber brown reaching from the eve; the
feathers on<the eentre of the back have the base
darker, the tips only being crimson, which gives
a duller appearance to these parts; the wings and
tail are very dark umber brown, tinted with
¢ir=on on the seapulars, and having the quils
and secondaries very narfowly edged with reddish
white. Xnother male shot®*in Roxburghshire is
July, has all the erimzon parts tinged w |ll1 brown-
ish green,'by that colour occupyving the base of
the feathers, the centre’of the back and seapulars
appearing nearly entirely of a deep shade of that
colour. In a female shot'in November, the upper
parts, throat, and neck, were of a grayish preen,
the feathers edged with yellowish greea on the
hiead *B#5 back, and on both being dark at the
base ; the breast' and belly were greenish yellow,
shading -ieds Tgray on the vent; the under tail
coverts grayish black, edged with pale yellowish
gray ; wings and tail dark grayish umber brown,
having the feathers edged with greenish yellow.
In a young bicd proce-ed on the Continent, the
whole Wpper parts® are umber brown, with the
vellowish green feathers appearing ; underncath
the thivat and sides ef the breast .are reddish
vellow, shading into yellowish whi: in the centre
of the belly and *vent, each feather marked longi-
tudinally n.'lrm" the shaft with umbef brown; the

Wwings and tail & not so dark, and are edged
with pa}e brownish white. o2t
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Tue Pannor Crossuvity, Loxia mrrvorsir-
TAacUS, Deelstein, — Loxiz pittyopsittacus, Bech-
stein, Se.—Parvot Crossbill of British authors.—
The Parrot Crossbill was first noticed as Dritish
by Mr Pennant. It was more recently figs.iu
EH.' Mr Selby in his lllualml.inm*u! Ornithalezy,
and Mr Yarrell haf given notices ot 5Mnm’l
instances of its captur® in. England, and states
that last year specimens were brought for sale to
the London market. The specimen figured by
Mr Selby, with another procured olong with it,
are the only insiances we are acquainted with of
its oeeurrence in- Scotland. These specimens
were obtained by Mre . Moss, gunmaker, Ldin-
burgh, from Iloss-shire, so far as we can recollect,
from the property of Sir Francis Mackenzie of,
Garloeh., One of them came into niy = 3session,
and served for the figure and description given
by Mr Selby. The ofher was for o time lost
sight of, but Mr Ross ni"cr“'u‘dq recovered pos-
session, and it is now in ""'I-It' qullz:-». s collection.
The locality of the specimen’ in the” Edinburgh
Museum can scarcely now be adthenticated. It
does not yet seem to have oceurred in Ireland.
According to Temminek, it only partially and
oceasionally visits Holland and’ France, is pro-
bably still mun: vare in Southern Europe, and
is said 'I.n the ornithologistsof the north to
inerease in numbers in thats direction,, being
resident and breeding. It is not acknowledged
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as a North American species. We add a de-
seription and measurements &F our own specimen
for comparison with others. ;
Length, so far as we ean measure from the
stuffed specimen, about six inches and n quarter ;
length of the wing, from the tip of the shoulder,
foudt™ inches one-eighth ; length of the tarsus one
inetaloesshol plegnage is of a yellowish erimson
red, shidding into gray on the flanks, and eentre
of the belly and ventyenore brilliant on the rump,

= L
and on the centre of the back having the base of
the feathers dark ; the wings are umber brown,
the feathers uarrowly edged with greenish yellow. _
This specimen was used by Mr Bewick and Mr
Selby for their figures and deseriptions. :51
s : Siw ALY e~
oy s 1

Wmre-wixceo Crosmitr, LoxiA LEUCOP-
TERA. <L, falcirestra, Peni, — White-winged
Crosslall of British authors.— The first noticed
specimen of this distinet Crosshill was shot
within two mjles of Be¥ust, in 1802. Since, a
. very fey instances afe on record of specimens
occurring in Eonglaad, while its claim to a place
in the Scoitishelist rest$ on a specimen mentioned
by Penggant, which, & he was ?H.‘-" had been
killed in Sé‘nllr{taﬂ. In Europe, it seems confined
nearly to the northern parts, and js seen there
very rarely. Ja gras omitted by Temminek in the
second edition o his Manual, and seems only to
have bzen noticed®by the more- recent ornitholo-
gists. It is supposed also to migrate or extend
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to Northern Asin, but North America may be
yet considered as its true eountry, and though
comparatively searce there, it is mat with in
greater numbers than elsewhere.  Buonaparte
considers it as inbabiting the northern and
central parts, being in most districts migratory, -
frequenting chiefly the “ pine swamps and for=cis,
often feeding to excess ul]."lhf seeds of piaus
inops.  The nest is Built on the limb OF a ping
near the centre, and is"comnosed of grasses and
earth, lined interiorly with feathers.”™® ‘Their
manners are deseribed as Similar to those of the
Common Crossbill, equally regardless of danger,
and in snow allowing' themselves even to be
caught by the hand. " We do not at present
possess a specimen of s bird, bat the 'uhlit
male is deseribed as rich erimson red, tited with
brown on the lorehead, and h:wmg the base of
the feathers dark gray, which someibne= gizes a
mottled appearance to the plumage. The wings
and tail are black, the "former with two conspi-
cuous white bars, one across the shoulders, the
others formed by the " white tips to the wing
coverts. The vent and nunddr tail cdvefis white.
The female is described of an dlive green, paler
beneath, ard tinted brightly on the rump and
breast with lenzon yellow ; the bars én the wings
indicated md:lalmntf} -

e
* Buopaparte continuatic:of Wilson,
,
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We have now deseribed all the members of

*“Whoe Conirostres which ean be numbered in the

British list, and in entecing the next tribe of the
gr:;ﬁ ~—==morial erder, we pass a wide gap,
our more northern country possessing in the first
no representation ofthe Musophagide or Buce- =
ride, while those belonging to the Seansores ’
are few in number, and belong only to scattered

genera. The third teibe, the Seansores or L

Climbers, are characterized by the structure T+
which adopts all ll:?ir*ﬂmmbﬂ‘:‘s for elimbing or

1 oo gILC : y s devel | l \ <
A= among trees, vl some developed to the -
utmost extent, and enabling the birds to scale the * ;
~ smooth and grright trunkss in others more adapted
e B _
to grasping and hanging among the branches;
in all, the structure of the feet is inlimately con- o

nected with- this provision, and we find them
strongly forpad, Lhc_,l:’."fﬂus short, and the toes !,
in the gregter nupber placed in a zygodactyle
manner, or two lli’rned forward, two standing
behind, one %f 'nhu,h is frequently® w_rsnt:ln.
In soms= genera the bill is so foreiel, as to take
the place of a pt—plu:n.»:i.[u'nrg:m, and assists in the
support. -On entering this tribe, wg have to pass
the remarkablé Senera of the Toueans, with the
pumerous and v'ried forms of the Parrots, but
we fortunately pbssess a few Tepresentations of
the typical family, the Picide, or Woodpeekers,
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many of which live almost entively in a elimbing
s position. Of these, the Picidee, or Wondpeckers,
are eminently remarkable. Many of them are
strong and powerlul birds. The leet very strong,
and furnished with hooked claws. The {ail
rigid, and used as an assistant in supportizng
t]mm, when running up the trunksgol trees,  The
bill strong, and shaped-like a “wedge, i"lp.,hli: of
being us!:r.l with great fozee, and of quickly exea-
vating from their retreats thé various laryae which
f feed and burrow in the bai. and wood of trees,
while the tongue is long and slender, and by the
. particular structure of' it= parts, and the hyoid
Lione, is capable of being extended, and of bringing
up the prey from a eavity of considerable depth.
The Great Ameriean Ivory-billed Woodpecaer, is
2 fine example of this form. In our pative faunn
we shall see it in the genus Dryotsawe, of "-f[r
Swainson.

+ _.1-,

Drvotomus, Swains.— Generie characters, —
Bill straight, rather depressea, straighter
than high, lateral ridge neazest the eulmen;
versalile toe shorter than the anterior,

Types.—D. pileatus, martins.

Note.—Plumuzze black and wiite, veuy ciosely
allied to Picis. Europe, Am.erica.

-

Grear Bracn ‘»\unnmcnz:. Davoromus

Yy santivs.— Pieus martivs, Linw.— Mr Jenyns,
ithe latest writer on our DBritish fauna in 1835
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writes thus: “ No specimen, however, known to

have been certainly killed in this country, exists

in any of our museums, and there is strong reason
to doubt the reality of its claims to a place in the
British fauna.”* The anthority previous to this
resis with the works of Drs Latham and Pulteny.
W, hgve no meang of immediately elearing this
doubt, or of tracing the spicimens alluded to by
the above mentioppd fentlemen; but, at all
events; the bird will only rank as a straggler,
and as one of the rardst in our list, and we intro-
duce it, as we have done many others, to attract
attention to the subject! On the Continent it is
most common in the northery and central parts;
acgording ‘o Temmingk extending to Siberia,
and sometimes appearing in Holland. It is not

known beyond the European boundary. In the

mifles, =he plumage is entirely black, excepling
the crown, which is crimson. In the female, the
crimson is limited to”a spot on the occiput;
while in the young the, crimson is partially mixed
with black.” .
The next form js
ngnnocorm, Sirains.— Gencric characlers.
— Bill, with the culmen s@arly straight, as
broad at”the base as high, and not com-
P"E“"llt’ﬂfﬂ the sides ; feet with the veraatile

toe longe= than the anterior§ wings rather

.lengthened and pointed, third quill longest.
Types. — I major, &e.
% * British Yertebrata, p. 151,

.‘1
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Note.— Plumage chiefly black and white, dis-
posed above in patches or bars.
Europe, Asin, Ameriea.

Great Srorrep Wooprecker, DExDROGCO.
PUS MaJor, Swainson, — Picus yajor, Linn, o
Gireater Spﬂﬁf{f Woodpecker®of Brit@i ithors.
— This species is the ouly representative of the
Pieida, which extends to ‘the northers part of
our island, and it is ther: of rarp oceurrence.
The unfrequeney, indeed, of all the specimens of
British Woodpeckers, pasticularly in the northern
parts of Britain, prevents us from giving any
account of them ffom obsprvation, but so far as
we can learn from the works and inform. & of i

“others, the present species is most common in
some of the southern counties of England where
it breed® ; as we proceed northward it appears to
be partially migratory, and in Northumberland,
Mr Selby observes, seareely a year passes without
some of these birds being obtained in the months
of October and November. :This also accords
with our own observations, of a few individuals
which we have known to have lieen killed in
Dumfries and Roxburghshires, and which were
obtained at these scasons. Mr Selby also men-
tions having secn it on the banks of the Dee and
Spey; we ave not aware of its wﬂ:urrenne farthers
north, and never met with it in ;. h} of our excur-
sions in the Highlands. In Ireland, on the autho-
rity of Mr Thompson, it is only recur(llcr.l to have
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oceurred twice, one specimen, killed in the
vicinity of ‘Dublin, being in the muscum of the

Dublin Royal Seciety. On the Continent it

seems more abundant, bul in some parts it is
s probably partially migratory. Of its extra Euro-
pean range we do not koow (e limits, the
Himalayan bird so closely allied to it being
apparendly distinet.® Thehabits of this bird are
strictly arboreal ; it prefers, we believe, extensive
forests, rdther than a more woodland country ;
feeds chiefly en insec, but often also on seeds
and puts ;t and we were informed by a gentleman
long resident in Russia that the cones of the
pines were opened for the geeds, and for this
purpose ther were caseied by the bird to some
particiflfir spot, and placed in the eleft of a tree,
to be held forth” for dissegtion ; that piles of the
con==, afar “being opened, might be geen in
various parts of the forests at the roots of trees,
and that one near his owa garden was a favourite
spot where the birds were often observed at
work. :

A mible“shot in° Dumiriesshire in winter, had
the forehead yellowisle white, the plumes cover-
ing the tmslrifs.‘r_rlnck 3 the :‘nlumge_;ihuru gene-
rally of ‘o leep black, rélieved by a narrow band
or spot on the osciput of arterial blood red, amd
various patches of white, of which the space
around the c}'r_:a.a.‘.he auriculars, a paich -on each
side of the nape, ind the scapulai covers, are the

* Bco Ora. Ilust, plate 116, t Temminck.

b s
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most prominent. The lower parts are yellowish

, white, baviug the black of the sides of the neck
v ostretehing across the breast in the form of a eres-

cent shaped half collar, the vent and under tail
coverts crimson red. The quills with spots

of a square shape on the outer webs, on the innee’

ones rounded, those om the fisst quill beifug
placed near the base,~and ofily two in pumber.
Tail black, the two outer feathers yellowish white
for two-thirds of their length, barred with black,
the third feather tipped “with yellowish white.
In the female, the red occipital band is wanting.
In the young birds, the crown of the head is
sntirely erimson pr'm'iuus to the first moult,

L -
- =

Lesser-sroTTeED WoonrEckER, DENDROCO-
rus Misor—Picus minor, Linn—Derdroezpus

minor, Swain.— Lesser-spotted Woadpecher of

Dritish authors.— This" preity little .species is
more local than the last. and has Hn' much legs
cxtended range in Britaln, being uaknown, we
believe, in the Scotish and Irishi fauna,“and being
found chiefly in a few of thesouthern and western
counties of England, Ammrding.io Mr Gould
it is very comwmon in dhe parks and woords
around London, being always to be found in

Kensington girdens, &e. where it .seems partial

to the elm trees, keeping, in givat part, to the
topmost branches ; and is also rfeorded as being
met with in Gloueester, Wilts, Hereford, Cam-

bridge, Norfolk, Suffolk, Shropshire, Derbyshire,

VOL. I, z
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and Warwickshire, and one was killed uear
Newcastle in Januvary, 1829, which is perhiaps
the northern range of the bird in our eountry.
It has been remarked in the districts it frequents, '
even more than the larger species, on account of

v ita Tw::uliur note, continued for a time together,

and which is most probably a call-note during the

b r._.,;....: scason, though we are not aware that it

is conh'md to this perind only. DMr Bree says,

» It resembles that Hade by the boring of a large
auger through the h-vdest wood, and hence the ;
country people sometimes call the bird * Pump
Borer.'” The Lesser-spotted Woodpecker breeds
like the last in hollow trees, laying the eggs, it is
said, on the bare or rotten wiod, and having the |
entrzsce hole al“‘n}‘m.ﬂ size in proportion to
that of the bird. On the Continent Temminek
copsiders it as most abundant in the north,
frequenting the pine forests, becoming more
uncommon in the soutl, and very rarely occur-
ring in Ho'land.

In the miale the. firehead is grayish white,
crownsarterial red, running into black on the
veeiput, whick is continued down the centre of
the nape, and forms a broad band of the same
colodtf upon the shoulders; the cheeks, and a
patch on eack side the neck white, bordered
beneath ihe guriculars with black; the upper
parts and Wm"r are banded alternately with black
and white, the- -atter predominaiing on the centre
of the back; the rump and middle tail feathers -
black,» thes outer feather white, with black bars,

-
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the second and third with a still less proportion
of white ; under parts grayish white; centre of
the feathers brownish black on the flanks and
sides of the breast. In the female the erown is
vellowish white.

From the Black and White Woodpeckers we
pass to a form less tvuly arboreal, plighting
frequently on the zrround; and Fepresenting
apparently the genus G‘qup{es of other countries.
It has been designated Hmt,‘ffﬂnﬁffm. and may
lic now characterized. ° -

Bracunyvornus, Sweins.— Generic characters.
— Bill slightly curving, lateral ridge near
the culmen, deprmsnd and widening at the
base ; peck thick; feet with the verzatile
and anterior toes nearly equal ; tarsi short,

Types.—2B. viridis. o=

Note.—Europe, alpine India.

[ 2

*

THE GREEN WOODPECKER.-

= Drachylophus viridis.— SWAINSON.

-

» PLATE XXIL

Picus viridis, Linn. — Brachylophus viridis, Sewain—
Thc Green Woodpecker of B:l ish authors. F

Tiis species is-perhaps in Lnglmu] the most
common of our native Wumlpe::kﬂ:u; :I:ut wi

P—
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believe that it seldom extends beyond the line of

Yorkshire. In Scotland we have never seen it, ¢

and know of no authentic specimen, while in
Mr Thompson's notes it is not enumerated. The
scream or cry of the Green Woodpecker, when
heard for the first time, in a retired place or
longly wood, the bird being unseen, strikes the
hcarerm most remarkabls :md startling. The
tone and expression is mot to be explained by
words, aad can only be felt by hearing; and it
appears to be uttered on alarm, or on hearing
any noise, often without the person being able to
catch a glimpse of the bird. We have seen this
bird both in England and on the Continent, and
it appears to frequent \T.unds where there is o
less’ proportion of tall ' wood than any of the

preceding birds, climbing among the bushes; we'

hava n]sf-. s2en it among strong hedges, and once
or twice in whin covers, where it had been appa-
rently searching for food on the ground. This,
we know, is an oceasional habit of the bird, when
hunting for ants and *héir larvee, a favourite food,
sought for on the_ hillocks or nests, and on old
turf fences. The ﬂ:ght is low and undulating,
and the eall i is often rzpeaterl in passing from one
station to‘another. o

This speciesis said to be generally distributed
over Eurﬁpﬂi but we are not awagte of its range
being extended firther, the form beirig represented

in alpine Indid by several other beautiful but -

closely allied species.

=
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In the adult male the space around the eyes
and rictus is deep black; the erown of the head
running down in a narrow point upon the nape,
and a lengthened pateh on the jaw, are artevial
red, the base of cach feather gray, and appear-
ing through and breaking the bright colour; the
upper parts are siskin geeen, shaded on the rump
into gamboge vellow; the Tinder parts :fru.:‘yr:l-
lowish gray ; quills gueenish black, marked on
the outer webs with squife spots of, yellowish
white, at the base of the=inner webs with round
spots of the same eolour ; the tail almost inclines
to blackish oil green, iadistinetly bordered with
a deeper shade. In the female the crimson is
wanting on the ]:ms. where the patch with the
region of the eyes is” black. The rest &7 the
plumage is similar* to that of the male, but less

brilliant. In the young birds the erimsop of

the head is less brilliant, and is more mixed
with grey ; and the patch on the jaw, and black
in the region of the eyes, are ondy indieated ;
the checks, sides of the.-neck, aud under parts
are yellowish white; on the lirst sppearing
streaked _with black, and on «4he under parts
having the, feathers bareed and “marked in the
centre with the same colour ; above, dhe plumage
15 siskin  green, intersperseds with gray, the
feathers marked with yellowish white along the
shafts.  M? Temminek states,sthat varieties ofn
yellowish whitd sometimes ocear,

From the \V{:udpenhum 80 ununmlh’ SCAn-
sorial, we pass to apother genus limjted in its

e s e — 4|
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numbers, insectivorous amd arboreal, but not
possessing all the structure for a elimbing life, or
strength to dig out the burrowing larvee of
insects. It has been pliced among the sul-family
of the Barbets or Bueconine, and is the only
representation of it which we have in the British,
ory indeed, in thu'_ European Fauna.

(. - a

>,
Yonx, Linn. — Genegic
straight, nearly feund, dilated at the base;
tongue I:mlg; feet aygodactyle, exterior tocs
nearly equal in length, and to the tarsus;
wings with the first auill very minute, third
longest, second and fourth nearly equal ; tail
ample, soft, very slightly rbunded.
Type.— Y. torguilla.
Note.—Europe, Asia. .
= - " 5
t
Yuxx tomqurrra, WenyNeck. — Yunz tors
quilla, Wille Linn, &e.— Wryneck of British
authors—This"chaste and delicately marked bird
15 a beawtifiel example of the pleasing effects of
the blending of afew nmp!e colours ; gray, brown,
with sfmﬂi.?n of ¥ellowish white, forming nearly the
omly tints, bat so distributed as to produce a whole
which gives satisfaction to every observer. The
Wryneck ish summer visiter to our ishind, arriving
about the same period with most of our other
migratory birds. +It, however, dnes not e:tem]
inany numbers, or with rl:guh,rll.\' ta the northern
or the midland counties of England; but south-
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* known in Africa. '
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ward, in the wooded distriels, it is considered to
he generally and not uncommonly distributed.
Mr Selby mentions having traced it as far as
Morpeth, in Northumberland, where a few are
seen every year. Mr Greenhow includes it in
n list of birds of the parish of Tynemouth,
same county.® In Scotland it becomes still less
Frcquent; we have hpard ob \'EI:}' few exangples,
and one only has comg under our own’ notice,
killed on the banks of #le Solway,, early in
spring, and now in our callection ; it drew atten-
tion by its peculiar, and there unknown cries.
It is not mentioned by Mr Thonipson in the
Irish list. On the Continent, it is said by
Temminek 1o be found in central Europe, seldom

= *
ranging more to the -northward than Swaden.

Of its more extended range we have fewer indi-
cations ; it occurs in Temminck's list of Japanese
bigds identical with those of Europe; and we
have received it in a callection of birds from the
vicinity of Canton., Montague mentions it as

We can give no deseription of the habits of
this bird from observation.” All authors agree
in the food being insectivorous, ind consisting
in a great xﬁe:l.*.';_ure upon ants, which pas.abtained
for it the common appellation of ¢ Emmet Hun-
ter.” These it takes with the tongue, by darting
out and tosching the prey, whici adheres to tha
glutinous secretion with whicl;" it is abundantly

* Lovdon's Mag. v, p. S08.
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supplied. This was seen by Monlague, who
"kept a female in confinement, supplying it with
ants for food. In the ant hills it is said to intro-
duee the tongue intd the hollow parts, thus
rousing the ecommunity and bringing them within
reach upon the surfice. The eggs are laid
holes of trecs on the rotfen wood without lining.
Thiz~bad baen the manner, in which they have
heen, fy most authors, considered to be deposited,
But we find Mr Sslmon giving an instance,
where he pulled out the nest, composed of moss,
feathers, &e. five times, taking in all twenty-two
eges from the birds. He, at the =ame time,
however, states, that it may have boen the old
nest of the redstart on which the eggs had been
depa_ited,® o

To describe this beautifully pencilled bird is
J]II]D:"[ tmpns;:blr, the ediours are so blended.
Above, the general tint is of a vellowish gepy,

mattled with black and brown ; on the centre of

the back the middle of the feathers is black, and
the ground ecplour is of & browner tint; this also
covers the. scapulars, where the feathers are
tipped with a vellowizh white, succecded by a
band of black; the qpills are brownish black,
bordered with rmldlsh wood brown ; the tail has
four irregular bars of black, broadest at the shaft,
and succecced by pale mottled space on the one
sude, darker on'the other, which gives the effect
of three shades or bands ; the auriculars are pale

* Loudon's Mag. vil. p. 463,
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chestnut, the same tint being carried down on
the sides of the neck ; under parts are yellowish
white, paler on the breast and belly ; the feathers
on the throat, neck, and bréast, irregularly barred
across with blackish brown, on the belly and
flanks baving the bar widening at the shaft, and
running along it in a paint. In the female the
differences of plumagg are extremely elignt- «

From the Picide we past®to the Certhiade, or
creepers, a very interesting family, and con-
sidered as that which connects the Secamsores
with the Tenuirostres. The British list possesses
only three forms represemting as muny fimilies,
g0 that we ean scarcely cnter into the manner in
which they unite cack ather. ]rﬂ.u, first —sub-
family, Certhiane, we have represented by the
genus Certhia, composed of a very limited num-
berof species, truly arboreal in hahbits,” cilmumg
with facility, .and supporting themselves by the
tail, which is rigid as in the Woodpackers.
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CerTHia, Linncus. — (Fencrie characters. —

Bill slender, both mandibles eurved; wings )

long, four first quills graduated ; tail leng-
thened, graduated, feathers lanceolate at
the tips, rigid; feet large, all the elaws
slender, that of the hallux long and curved.
T}'pﬂ.—Cch’ﬁfl.'l‘fﬂ?:ﬂ'!’lrﬂ!‘fi.
Note~—Furope, America, Asia.*

e

CEnTniA FaMILIARSS, Commonw CREEPER.—
Certhia familiaris, Linn, —Crecper or Common
Creeper of British authars.—The Creeper, next
to the Common Golderest, is one of our
smallest birds, and on this account, together
with=its shy and retiresl habits, and peculiar
manner of m‘ui.ding being seen, by suddenly
placing the tree or brarich on which it rests
between itsell and the observer, it is not casily
discovered, and has begn aceounted a rather
uncommon bird. This, however, is by no means
the case cither in England or in the south and
middle ef Scotland, neither is it unfrequent in
Ireland in favourabie localities.t The Creeper
delights in the older woods, and in parks with
old scathed timber; by remaining stationary for
a short while in any retired wood suited to their
habits, the -weak sibilous note will &e heard re-
peated at shor? “iptervals, and on fllowing the

* We have not sekn the Asiatic form : it may be typical

af another sub-penus,
{ Thompson,
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gound the bird will be seen scaling the trunk or
branch of some neighbouring tree, while the least
noige on the part of the observer will cause it ta jerk
round Lo the opposite side, porsuing its way in con-
cealment, and occasionally just coming so far round
as to gain a view and ascertain if the eause of alarm
is still present.  Iaving gained the summit or
termination of the brageh, it suddenlyand sviflly
falls as it were to the oot of some othér tree,
and again commences its twifting course,upwards,
in its way searching the maoss and eracks in the
bark for insects, which constitute its sule food.
The nest is formed in the hole or rent of a tree,
is formed of moss and fine grasses or roots,
lined with feathers and we have I:iﬂtl'l-_('li.lllf_"& SCEM
the fabrie of considerabie bulk when the bofom
of a rent had to be filled up ; we-bave reason to
believe also, that a hofe in a wall is somwetimes
selected where the situation is otherwise =nitable ;
and we onee knew the mest placed in a stack of
peat or turf dried for fuel. At this time, the birds
are more than usually neisy, uttering their shrill
cry frequently, and quickly repeated.. <Che fo-
male, while hatching, sits remarkably close, and
will not leave the nest or hole wheh the intruder
is near, but will watch an apportunity, and dart
silently off, when he removes to a little dis-
tanece, or keeps from sight. ’

In Europs, it is generally distriblited, and ornis
thologists have Jhitherto considered the bird of
America as identical.  The Prince of Musignano,
however, has placed it distinet in his last com-
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parative list, while the opinions of Richardson /II'E !

¥
o
W

1] 2

and Audubon are opposed to the separation.
Upper parts of a British specimen yellowish
bravwn, intermixed with blackish brown, and wel-
lowish, and greyish white, the mixture caused
by the ecentre of the feathers being paler; the
same eolours surround the eye, and pervade the
auritielats ;-ﬂm-run.‘p and wpper tail coverts are
ga.l!stuu‘e vellow ; the quills are hair brown, and
have a diggonal band“of yellowish white erossiug
them about the middhe, except the three first,
succeeded on each side by a deeper tint, and
forming almost three bags 3 nearer the tips thers
is another pale band on the outer webs ; the tail
also is hair brown, the shafts®gallstone yellow ;
the=under parts are white, tinted on the flanks

with yellowish drown. In American specimens,”

“the_most prominent matk is the comparative

shortness of the tarsi, less size of the feet, and
shortness of all the claws, particularly that of the
hallux. The other varicties of plumage are diffi-
cult to distinguish, thoegh, to a certain extent,
* presents and we.have only more and more to
regret that the Prince of Musi ignano has not,, in
lus comparafive list,. given us the distinctions
whiclh,~he mnﬂdm,, mll scparate suth closely
allied birds.*" « -
= -
= The mext &ub-family, Sittine, econtains also
only one Britisk representatives from the genus
Sitta, or Nuthateh, a small but interesting group
* . Tkis coustitutes the €. Srochydectyla of Brebm.

!
’

[
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of birds dressed in chaste and sober colours, and
restricted to more temperate regions, the known
apecies being found in Europe, North America,
anid Alpine Indin. They are active climberg,
and breed in the holes of trees.

Sitra, Linn. — Geperic characters. — Rill
straight, somewlhat rouvaded, estire, srather
dilated at base; ,wings rather long, first
quill short, third and fodeth largest gnd equal ;
tail short, even; fret strong, lateral toea
very uneven, hallux strong and lengthened,
claws hooked, that, of the hallux broad and
strong.

Types.—8. Europea, Canadensis, Himalayana,

Note.—Plumage loose, soft. Europe, Amarica,
India chiefly in alpine districts,

THE NUTHATCH.
Sitta Ewiopsa, Lisx,
PLATE '.‘{Ii[i.
Sitta Eurcnea, Linn.—Nuthateh of Blri:iah authors,

Witnin these few wvears, very considerable
additions have been made to this ganus. One
species was only considered to exist in Europe,
the others beiog confined to, North America;
but true spﬂcival}m\'u sinde been discovered in
India, and two have been added to the European
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list. The bird of Britain is, so far as we have
ascertained, of local distribution, oceurring most
I.l‘l"'qui"l'lll}"tl.r'l.lu';[rdﬁ the south of England, and
becoming a rare bird Gipon the border. On this
account, we are again obliced to have recourse
to the authority of others instead of our own
oheervations, Mr Selby states, that he has traced
it to the baaks of the Weor and Tyne, and we
have nd record of its accurrence farther north,
neither is it noted if=Mr Thompson's Irish list.
Out of Britain, it seewrs to be spread generally
over middle Europe, but we do not know its
exact r.'mge," or whether. it crossez the Asiatie
boundary, or is there represented by other allied
species. In its habits, the Niithatch is a truly
sear-orial bird, hnngm-r dnd climbing about the
trunks and branches of trees with the greatest
MET:}mI activity, and in“all positions. At the
same timé, it is more frequently seen upon the
ground than birds of its structure ; and here it is
occupied in the search after seeds and nuts, on
which it feeds as well as upon’ insects. Mon-
“tague mwen'ions, that they frequent the apple
orchards during thé cider season, and pick out
the geeds frond” the refuse of the pressed apples.
A writer in Loudon’s Magazine mentions them
irequenting the ground under the yews in Ken-
sington Gaedens in company with the Titmice,
and there feeding on the kernels 6f the yew
berries ; and in "Bushy Park, m¥ brother used
{requently to cateh the Nuthateh in the common
fall-trap baitzd with crumbs of bread.
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The eurions mode by which the Nuthatch assists
its nwn pms‘nrf‘ul means, by fixing the object to be
wrought upon, has been detailed by most of our
writers. The nut or stone is fixed into the chink
or erack of a post or bark of a tree, and is there
bhammered at until split; the same place being
resorted to. for a considerable time, as may be
seen from the quangjty of <shells ard ‘splinters
accumulated beneath ; and we thiok it more than
probable that this instinetive knowledge may be
given to many of the scansores which require
assistance, and feed on nuts and kernels; even
among the Wondpeckers, which are more truly
insectivorous, amd if it is more limited what we
have stated in our aceount of the Greater Spotted
Woodpecker is a curious instance of alliansz in
the instincts of the two familiess We have no
record of the mannets of the other European

species, or of the Indian birds, in this part of

their habits. ;

The Nuthateh breeds in holes of trees, often in
those prepared by the Wpodpeckers, and whers
the hole is too large at the entrance i% is:patched
or built up with clay. The nest, or rather the
bottom of the hole, is filled witl' dried leaves,
moss, &c.; and during incubation the cggs are
defended from any aggressor by stmkuﬂ of the
bill, and a vislent bissing.

The uppor parts, and two centre tmi feathers,
are of a clear and delicate blagkish grey ; from
the eye to the bill, through the auricular feathers,
and renning up on the sides of the nzck,, there is
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a streak of black; the throat and cliecks are
nearly purs white, and the rest of the under parts
are bull' orange; upon the flanks and thighs
chestnut brown ; the under tail coverts are while

edged with chestnut brown; the wings are®

brownish black ; the feathers forming the spurious
quill edged with white'; the secondaries eidged
with ‘grav5 the céntre of the outer webs of
the principal quills marked with grayish white,
and forming, when the wing iz closed, an indis-
tinct diagonal.bar across ; the tail, with the excep-
tion of the cgntre feathers, is black at the base ;
the tip of that next the centre greyizsh white,
which eolour inereases in breadth to the outside,
and shades jinto' a bap of white across the Lwo

outdr feathers. The female appears to vary by _

having the black on the sides of the neck running
down for a- less distance, and in wanting the
chestnut on the flanks and under coverts. Mr
Salmon mgentions an Unusual  variety almost
white, having only a few chocolate feathers on
the breast, and here=aid there a dark feather
intermiXed with tlfe rest of the plumage; the legs
and bill were guite wkite.® .

The Tiext British form among *he Certhiadme is
represented by the Wreens, Troglodytes, of whiel
we possess‘asipele species. The birds eomposing
1his genus are all of diminutive size, of plain and
anobtrusive shadis of brown, gnd are extremely

*Louwden's Mag. Nar. Hise YIHL p. 11&
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netive in their manners, They lose, however, ina
great measure, the true scansorial habits, but eling

"to sticks or buildings, and thread their way

through any entangled heap with facility. They
may be thus characterized,—

TrocLonyYTES, Linn. ~ Generic characters. —
Bill slender, compressed, slightly curved ;
wings short, rounded, fourth and fifth quills
longest ; tail short; tarsi and toss rather
long, outer toe connzcted to_the middle,
inner free, claws on anterior toes slender,
hinder claws lengthened. '

Type, . Europeus.

Note—~Europe, America.,

THE COMMON WREN. -
Troglodytes Enrapens.—CuviEn,

PLATE XXIIL ‘
Motacilla troglodytes, Will. Linn. - Sylvia troglodytes,
Lath. — Troglodytes Europehs, Cuv,, — Wren, or

Common Wren, of British authors.

Twuis very active and hardy little bird is very
continuously distributed over the British Islands,
being resident in some of the. northern isles;
while out of Brituin it reaches ewen to the aretie

: :*~_.-circle.' The Wren is a favourite bird with most

o

.2

* Temminck. i
VOL. IL 24
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persons. Its sprightly and aetive manners, and
ita lond and elear ery of alarm, eall attentions
while its eheerful song in spring, and its utility in
destroying insects, together with the small injury
which it eommits upon any of our Crops, secures
its protection. It is found in woods, and in the
most retired the wanderer is frequently arrested
by its shrill note, br its gapid flight across the
path; it dwells also in the midst of ecultivation,
delights n the garden, and in winter may be
found npear the farm rard among any heap of
sticks or rubbish, psing them as a shelter or as o
rotreat from danger; and it is found also on
grounds covered with a scanty foliage, but strewn
with rocks, where it can hid€ and travel under.
The nest is constructed under some hanging
bank, or amidst the ivy or natural creepers which®
cover rocks or walls, everl sometimes in a hedge
or thick evergreen; it is a structure large in pro-
portion to the size of the bird, being almost equal
to that of ar ordinary sized hat ; it is built chiefly
of moss, and is cirenler or ddmed, having an
entrancs kole on the one side; and it is often so
skilfully coneealed,” and so interwoven with the
moss or herbage around, as to be with difficulty
observed. In winter, the Wren comes nearer to
the house and garden, often in small parties. It
may be seen even in the most s.vere weather
seeking for its'suctenance, and sheltering itself in
outhouses, or amang rubbish, at aight roosting in
holes, ‘'or under the eaves of houses and ricks,
several taking up their sleeping place in the

b
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same hole, and thus keeping up the tempera-
ture, and increasing their defence against the
cold of winter. The holes in the eaves where
sparrows have nestled are very frequently resorted
to ; and in a frosty winter's evening, cight or nine
Wrens may be seen entering one of these vetreats,
hanging about the thateh, and clinging to the
wall, before going to »est ;3 when all is quier, and
they have taken their wlaces, the hand and arm
introduced into the hole, will find thewm huddled
together almost in a mass, surrounded by the
feathers which the industry of the sparrows had
collected in spring ; and.the degree of heat which
iz thus kept up is imuch greater than at first we
would conceive thiat their small bulk could main-
tain. 2
Over each eve there is a pile streak; the
whale upper parts of the body are of a dull
chestnut brown, of a redder tint on the tail
coverts and rump, the whole indistinetly marked
with bars of a darker shade ; the under parts are
pale wood brown; theswings are.of a deeper
shade than the back amd wpper parss, "and are
barred with black ¢ the tail somewhat similar in
tint to its coverts, and barred with brownish
black. The female does not differ, but is gene-
rally somewhat less in size.
5 ;
Before leaving the tribe of Secansores, we have
still another family to review shirtly, that of the
Cuculide, or Cucloos, of which, until lately, we
possessed only a single example i the well
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Enown ¢ harbinger of spring.” Within a few years ()
straggling specimens of a second form have been .d’
added, whiech we shall potice in its place. The '
Troe, or Parasitic Cutkoos, typical of the sub-
family Cuewline, are found only in the Old
Warld, and have chiefly drawn attention by the

fact of their employing -another bird to rear the
young. ‘Tuey are -all migratory, have sombre
and uuuh:rusne pium'we, and feed principally

on insecls

Cocurus, _L:‘nn. — Generie characters, — Bill
slightly curving, with an obsolete noteh,
depressed at the base, riclus ample, nostrils 3
round ; wings lgng, pointed, third quill L
Iungest; tail cuneated, long; tarsi short, ’
partially feathered.

Note.—Dn not rear their own young. Europe,
Asia, Africa, Australin.

THE COMMON CUCKOO.

Clctlus canorus.— LINN.EUS,

PLATE XXIV.

‘Cumlu:l t:almruu Will. Lirn.—C. canorus rufus, mel. JJl
Lath. The Comiaon Cuckoo of Bnus’h authors,

Taere are few birds which hm’e excited so %
much irtercst as the Common Cuckoo ; its note /!
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in spring heralding the return of sunny skies and
bursting vegetalion, earries with it dear associa-
tions in every country where it is known, while
the singular provision of: its making use of the
nest of other birds in which to deposit its egps,
has created an interest and curiosity to ascertain
its history. It has been ascertained without
doubt, that the Common Kuropean Ceekoo, and
several foreign species, deposit their egss in the
manner we have alluded %o, none of the species
afterwards attending to the fate of tlm"ngg, or to
the after rearing of the young. -Aund in a bird,
not apparently differing in structuce from many
others which are -migratory at the same’-easons,
and feed on similar food, ornithologists and
naturalists have been unable to account for the
different manner in which incubgtion is managed.
No doubt, it might have been managed in the
usual course ; but there can be no doubt alsé that
when we do ascertain the ecause of departure
from it, we shall find that it has beea so arranged
to fill up or complete spme prum:plc in the eeo-
nomy of this tribe of birds, or some link in the
zoological chain which ha. not yet struck the
mind of inquirers ; and we would suppest that a
probable means of discovering the bearings of
this mysterious deviniion, would Le to endea-
vour to copnect it with analogous eases in fhe
other branches, where the va.iety of circum-
stances by which it would hf. i]r:ve'lup-nl] might
lead to something which would give the key
to the whale, Elrdﬁ possessing this Pm:tlml
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economy are very few in numb:'rs ; the True
Cuckoos, confined to the Ol World and
Australia, abd another form peculiar to America,
being all that are now kuown to exercise this
almost unnatural dizposition.  In both of these we
see provisions predetermined to secure the rear-
ing of the young, and the work of previous
design in"the whble rconomy, which should leac
us to pumascvere in *usmrtmmu" the end for which
they are intended. The LI-‘E'LEIG in Dritain
arrives during April, earlier or later according to
the season, autd according to the part of the
country ; like all our other summer birds, its note
is 1mniL‘LIL1It‘h' heard pmnhum'i" its arrival to its
mate. This is continued unt’l the season of
breeding has passed, gridually becoming hoarser
and more indistinct as the season advances, and
uitimately before their depasture the birds become
cntifely mate.  The old birds leave us very early,
they are among the first of our visiters that travel,
none remaining after July, so that their visit to
this and other regions to whick they migrate,
seems confined entirely to the time necessary to
search for a place and deposit a certain number
of eges. The roung are attended to for a certain
time by their foster parents, and afierwards are
left to themselves ; they, however, remain mauch
longer, and we have frequently shot them towards
the end of August, at which time, when suddenly
disturbed, they utter a note or whistle, very
dissimilar to the # Cuckoo” of tie love season.
The Cuckoo is very commonly and frequently
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distributed, being found in districts of almost
cevery charneter. In chmsillﬁ; the nest for the
reception of its eggs, it has been remarked, that
those of insectivorous bivds chicfly have been
selected 3 at the same time, some of the Fringil-
lide are also recorded, and in the south+the
variety of species, whose nests are thus used, are
much greater ; for, in the nparth of England, and
in Scotland, where the skirts of a high pasture or
muirland are chicfly frequented, the Common
Pipit, Anthus pratensis, is almost invariably
resorted to. The borders of a cmi'nty. such as we
have mentioned, interspersed with natural wood
and brush, iz a favourite resort for the Cuckoo,
and he may be seen flying low over the ground
or bushes, uttering at the same time his ca's, and
oceasionally resting on some twig or eminence,
still calling and swinging himself round with owe-
spread tail, as if' to attract attention. ™ It is also
remarkable, that he is almost always attended by
some of the Pipits, commonly called the * Tit-
ling,” who flutfer around. or follow after in his
flight with noisy notes, impelled by some instine-
tive feeling, either to attrdet ohservation, or of
distrust at his appearance in thei¢ vicinity. The
young bird we see endowed with a remarkable
feeling to get rid of its companions in the nest,
which is costinued, it is said, for twelve days, i
after which time it has been unsuccessful in ite
efforts, it remains quiet andJat peace with its
neighbours. In'its form, it is also smd to be
provided with a peenliar depression between the

-
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shoulders, which assists it in working itself under
‘he other young, and getting them on its shoul-
ders, so that by a jerk it can tumble them out.
In the Ameriean cow-pen bird, we bave the want of
the instinctive inclination and the strueture of the
shoulders compensated, by its eggs requiring less
time to hateh than those of the birds with which
they a~e JE;JD&'“"IE_‘{L -

During the short periogd of its residence here,
the food of the Cuckio is wholly insectivorous,
and consisis in a great proportion of ecater-
pillars, of which the muirs and pasture lands at
this season furnish a most abundant supply. We
are not sure of the range of the distribution of
the Common Cuckoo; over Exrope it is pretty
even'y spread, ﬂccre.:.am" as we gain the north.
In its migratior, it scems to pass to Northern
J&frxr_‘u, but whether the spécimens firom Southern
Africa aré exactly identical, we have not now
the means of ascertainirg. Vaillant considers
them identical, yet says that the African race
shews severnl distinetions; the Siote of both is
similar, ro much =0, as to have nearly cost him
his life from the refldctions and associations which
it recalled preventing him from seeing the ap-
proach: of a beast of prey. Mr Swainson has
described a bird from Western Africa very closely
allied, which may also have been- confounded
vith it. Acedfding to Temminek,  specimens
from Egypt ard’ exactly identical. The same
ornithologist records its presence on the Morea,
in Siberia, ard Japan.




-
t

J'-ullll

COMMON CUCKOO. a377

The corners of the mouth and eyelids, with
the inside of the mouth, are orange. The plu-
mage of the head, neck, breast, and upper parts,
are deep bluish gray. The whole of the belly,
and remnining under parts, and axillary feathers,
white, with distinet black bars. The quills are
blackish gray, the inner webs with white bars
across. The tail is of a darker tint, spproaching
to black at the end, and is often glosted with
green; the feathers are tipgped with white, and
along the shaft of each there are triangular marks
of white, which on the outer feathirs meet with
indentations of a similar colour, and give an
appearance almost barred. The feet aré’ gam-
boge yellow. I the young of the first year,
when it has attained its tomplete first plur-age,

* the general tint is clove brown, tinted with gray

particularly on the rmimp, darker on the wings
and tail, and glossed with green, eath feather
being tipped with whita, and broadly barred with
reddish brown ; on the hind head there is often
a pateh of white® of greater or less size 5 the outer
webs of the quills are barred with reddish brown,
and the bars on the innger'webs of the same
colour become white as they reach the exterior
edge; the wil is tipped with white, and is
beautifully barred with 'the pale retlﬂn-:h brown,
the bars white at the shafts nml edges of the
feathers 3 the sides of the ne:n.l. and throat arz
tinged with rufous; the rest of the under plu-
mage is white, both broadly and distinetly barvred
with black. It may be remarked, that, so far as
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we have scen, this chunge of colouring takes

place among all the True Cuckoos, between the |

voung state and the attainment of the adult
plumage. There is trifling distinction between
the sexes.

The American form of the Cuculing has been
taken. as the fvpesof a distinct genus by My
Swainson. Iu several paris of structure it differs
from the True Cuckoe, and the birds also vary by
being sylvan in their habits, and in forming for
themselves a nest, and rearing their own young.

Mr Swainsdn has given the characters of his_

genus as follows :—

Favrurorunrvs, Swain—Gencrie characters,
—* Head -not erested ; nostrils oval ; wings
lengthened, pointed, *extending beyond the

* tail “eoverts, the third quill longest, the
second much shorter than the fourth ; tarsus
maoderate, naked.”

Type—K. Carolinensis. '

Note..— America. Rear their own young.
Habits sylvan.®

EnyTHROPHRYS AMERICANUS, YELLOW-BILLED
AMERICANLCUc k00— Crcilus Ame=icanus, Lina,
»=C. Carolinenis, Wils.— Coccyzus Americanus,
Bonap. Eyton, Wye.—Erythroph-ys Americanus,
Swain— Virginia or Carolind Cuchoo of modern
Lritish authors—A few specimens of this bird

i
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have of late years been taken in different parts of
Great Britain and Ireland. One specimen was
killed on the estate of Lord Cawder, in Wales,
in 1832, and, we believe, first called attention to
the fact of its aceidental occurrence. T'wo cap-
tured in [reland came into the possession of' Mr
Ball of Dublin, and were brought before -the
Zoologicai Society by Mr Thompson. of Delfast.
One or two others have also occurred,' but so
ancertain is it in its gppdarance, that it can
only bear the rank of an -oceasional straggler to
our shores.  TFor all that we know of its habits,
we are indebted to Alexander Wilson ; from
him we learn, that-in many parts of the United
States it is migratory, and that they prefer the
borders of solitary swamps, and apple orcheds.

* The nest is placed on the horizon*al hranch of a

tree, and is construcied with little art._::.mf
searcely any concavity, of small sticks ahd twige,
intermixed with green weeds and blossoms of the
common maple. On this are placed the eggs,
generally four i'number. of a uniform greenish
blug ecolour. The female sits. remarkably close,
and when voused feigns lametiess, Auttering and
trailing her wings. Their printipal food is
insects and ecaterpillars, also berries, ard they
ave aceused with some jubtice of sucking the eges
of other birds#

« All the upper parts of the Nead and body,
wings and two.middle tail festhers, cinereous

. brown, with a slight tinge of olivaceous; the

* Wilson.
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other tail feathers black, with a broad white space
at the extremity of each of the three outermost 3
the fourth’ Jjust tlplmd with white 3 primaries and
wing coverts bright vafous ; throat, sides of the
neck, and all the under parts, white ; upper man-
dible black, edged with yellow ot the base;
lower mandible yellow, tipped with black ; legs
hlnek; tarsi !ung, nzked.” ®

TENUIROSTRES.

xinxung {he Temnmse’rﬁ, the fourth great
tribe’of the Incessores, we heve only in Britain
a solitary example, the members of all the
fam:lies belonging chiefly to tropical climates.
It is here that we have arranged the beautiful
Ilummmfr-[hrds and Sun-Birds, and the gorge-
ous Bird? of Paradise, also the Honey Suckers of
New Holland and the Indian Isles with the Pro-
meripide, to which our British form belongs,
constituting the genus Lpupa of Linnmus, and
containing only two well authenticated species,
the one belonging "to Europe, and it is said to
Northern Africa, the other being a bird of Sou-
thern Africa.

Urvra, Linn. — Generic chavacters. — Bill
locg, slerder, compressed, .curved, nostrils
Ta

* Jenyn's Brit. Vertebrata. Deseription of specimen ;

k ca!]ncz[.inn of Zool. Socicty.
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perfectly uncovered and open ; wings ample,
fourth and fifth quill longest, others gradu-
ating ; tarsi and feet short, claws strong,
grooved beneath, that of the hallox nearly
straight.
Types— U, epaps, Capensis.
Note.—Lurope, Africa. Head crested.
L] oyl
bl -
:l
Hooror, Urvea Erors, Will. Linn. &e. —
Heoopoe of British authors.— This beautifully
marked and elegant bird strays occasionally to
the British isles, 'and scarcely a year “passes
without some specimens being obtained, some-
times in the south, and at others aimost inethe

“extreme north.  Those of late years have gene-

rally been recorded in the periodicals of the day,
and the notices are sufficiently authéntie” dnd
numerous for us to consider it as a bird not so
uncommonly met with, as many otners which
have acquired a‘title to a place in our fauna. A
very few instances are also on record, of its having
bred oecasjonally in Britain, Lut these have been,
perhaps, occasioned by circumstances over which
the bird had no control. On the Continent, it is
a regular and periodieal' visitant in summer, and
breeds partiealarly in the southern ceuntries, re-
tiring aftervards to Asia and Northern Africa. I*
is said to frequent districts rather low and moist,
feeding chicfly upon insects. Mr Greenhow has
remarked it on the Bordeaux side of the Garonne,
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inmarshy p'accs, planted with poplars and willows
for use of the vineyards. These trees being topped
down or pollared, gradually decay in the heart,
and are attacked by humerouns tribes of inseets, {1}
particularly the formica fuliginosa, and there the
Hoopoes were frequently observed examining
the rotten wood, and feeding on the insects with
which it shoufids.™ The _principal, if not the
only, ‘oud, seems to be inscets, which il proeurcs
chiefly on the ground® A specimen dissected by it
Mr Selby, had the stomach filled entirely with
the larva of tipule and phalens, no remains of
perfeet insecis being visible. It is said to build
in holiow trees, or in erevices of walls, forming
the nest of dry grass or leaves, and lining it with
soft materials, 3 K
Head adorned with an ample crest of broad '
feathers, capable of being” raised and depressed
at pleasyrs ; these feathers are of an orange brown,
of various intensity in diferent specimens, shad-
ing nearly jnto white at the extremity, and
finished by an oval spoj of blatk. The head,
neck, bagk, and breast, are reddish gray, tinted
with vinous purple; also varying in sintensity,
and on the bally and vent shading into pure
white, da.'_thgl{] along the centre of the feathers on
the latter parts with umber brown. The rump
is white, the-upper tail coverts black.» The wings
are blackz.and 'Fﬁ]Ep elosed and meeting on the
back, exhibit fivetwhite bands across the whole,

* Louden's Mag. of Nat. Hist, vii. p. 155,

= (1]
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one of which crosses the guills at akout an inel
from the point. The tail also is black, with au
angular band of white across the centre, and a
narrow edging of the same colour on the outer
feather. The female differs in having the plu-
mage less marked, and the crest not so fully
developed.

FISSIROSYRES.

Those members of the fifth great tribe, the
Lissirostres, which we can claim as nakives or
visiters to our islands, will complete our review
of the British Incessores, which, in‘our andiety
to give as complete as possible, has alrendy
exceeded our usual limits, and obliged us to con-
dense the notices of some of those which ‘time
more seldom to our shores. The forms which
occur in Britain among the Fissirestres are, as
in the two last tribes, also extremely limited.
The great mass of known species are entirely
insectivorpus ; countries of purticular temperature
and charafters are necessary for the production
of inscets, and the climate of Northern Europe
bieing unfavourhble for their extensive develop-
ment, the birds which compose the tribe afe
comparatively deficient within its'range.- In twa
of the families we have 4 single example, and in
another only two. In the first, Meraps may be
thus characterized :
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Menors, Linn, — Generie characters. — Bill
long, enmpressed, carinated, dilated at the
base ; wings long, pointed, first quill very
short, second longest in the wing ; tarsi amld
feet short, exterior toes united, claws hooked,
strang, hind elaw small.

Note. — Colours of the plumage vivid, shades
of geean, yellow, and rich brown. Breed in
hnles in banks, feed on “the wing.

Europe, Asia, Africa.

r

Coyyox Bee-EaTER, MEROPS APIASTER, =
Merops apiaster, Will. Linn.— Common Bee-
LEater of British authors, — This is another very
raregvisitant. A few instances of its having
been seen and killed in England are recorded.
Mr Thompson states, that *t has been taken onece
or twice ia Ireland; and it has been captured
about a like number of times in Scotland, of
which, we believe, the last is mentioned in the
Magazine of Natural History for 1838. We can
look upop all these, however, as only straggling
birds driven from t‘mu- migratory course. On
the Continent, it appears sparingly in tae middle
and sonthern parts, but is said to be common in
Spain, also .n Sicily, and in Greete and Turkey.
In Sﬂul.ilertl,'.-‘ll'rlm itisalso frequent, and we have
received Jmany .pecimens which do not seem to
vary from those. gilled in Europe. The Bee-
Eater f=eds on insects, and in-a great measure
on those of the genus Aysienoptera, and from
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sometimes being an attendant on the vicinity of
the apiary, has received the name it bears;, with
the blame of being destructive to Decs,  Except
in the breeding season, it is said to assemble in
troops, but this may perhaps be only at times
preparatory to migration, Those killed in this
country have been mostly single.. sxeept in the
instanee of a flight of 4wenty securring in Norfolk
in 1794. Mr Swainsou remarks, they anhmally
visit Italy in flocks of tweiily or thirty, and may
be seen skimming over the vineyards and olive
plantations, with a flight much rﬁ;ﬂmhlin; the
Swallow, though more.direet and less rapid.®
They breed in deep holes, excavated in the banks
af rivers, the nest being said to be composed of
moss and soft materials at the end. The dg
are pure white.

A specimen from Southern Afriea now hefore
us, has the head and back of a deép orange
coloured brown, passing into safron yellow on
the lower part of the back and rump, The fore-
hiead is white, chianging toverdegris green, which
again runs in a line over each eye, and shades
into the chestnut of the crown ; quills and sceon-
daries blackish gray on the insides, the tips and
shafis appearing black on the outsides. The
outer webs bluish greetl, shading on the inner
webs to blacle.  Tail greenish blue, the two centre
feathers elongated and narrowed ton peint at tha
ends, which are blackish green® “The chin and
theoat are yellow, surrounded below by a gorget

* Lardner, vol. ii. p. 152, .

VOL. 11, 2
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of Llack, and above by olive of the same colour,
which runs from the sides of the gape below the
eyves, and through the auricular feathers, The
remaining under parts are rich greenish blue,
changing with the light, and becoming paler on
the vent and onder tail coverts. In the female,
the colours are less brilliant, the vellow of the
throat less cear, and’the breast more clouded.

From the Bee-Eatess, we very naturally pass
to the Rollers, Coracias, having a lengthened or
forked tail, a plumage of an almost similar dis-
tribution of cblours, and a bill; though modified,
not very far differing in shape. - The members of
this penus are all natives of warm climates, o
single soecies being mec with in Europe.

r Coralsas, Linn.— Generic characters. — Bill
strong, dedp? eompressed, cvlmen rounded,
gape very ample, bristled’; wings pointed,
second - quill longest; tail more or less

4
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torked ; feet and tarsi short, morelineessariul
thun in the last, lateral toes very unequal.
o Type. — Corueius garrula, Ahyssinica.
Note.— Colours of the plumage brilliant blue
and green, mixed with ehestnut.
Europe, Asia, Africa.

FUROPEAN ROLLER,
Curacias garraln, — Livszeg,
PLA '1'1-.'_‘. XXY.
J Corucius gurrula, Linw. — Conumon or !'i.-m'utuuslltui:cr

of British authors.

This bird is yet another in our list of aceiden-
tal stragglers. It has been killed at various times,”
within the British bounds, in England, in' the
southern counties and as far as Northumberland ;
in Scotland, the specimen which served Mr Selliy
for his fizure, wae killed in Dunkeld ; we know
of another specimen taken in Dumfriessbire, amil
a third, now in our own collection, we received
from the solthern part of Shetland.  We are not
awarg*ofl its being recorded in Ireland, and it
does not occur in Mr Thempson's lists, On the
Lurlt:nenl it-is said to Le frequent in (,n:l.m.;.m,
and seems rajher to streteh to the hurthr;r*: coun-
tries than towards the snuja, wlieh ma.!. account

- for our occasionally procuring stragilers upon
¥ the coast of Scotlagd. It is met with also in the

.S
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Morea, and Jemminek enunmerates it amoug the
Japanese hjods.  In Sicily and Malta it is also
said to be frequent, and is there sold in the
markets and poulterer’s shops.  We would desire
more information from actual observation as to
the habits of this bird than we now possess. [t
appears to be svlvan in its places of abode, nest-
ling iu the holes & treesz the food is chiefly
insectivorons, and it is mostly takenu on the wing ;
but at other times they are said to assemble like
rooks in the ploughed Relds, to scarch there for
inseets ; from all our accounts they are much
mipre terrestrial in their habits than the last, and,
according to Temminck, feed on grasshoppers,
warms, snails, and the myriopada, most of which
miutt e sought for”and scized upon on the
ground. Y

We take_our deseription from the Shetland
specimen above alluded to. The head, neck,
oheoks, and all the under parts verditer blue,
sometimes inclining to greenish, and changing
with the light; back_and scapmilars pale chest-
nut hee=a s the rump and tail coverts bluish
purple, the centre” of the feathers darkest; the
covers of the shoulders, from the bénd of the
wing, forming a broad line, are of a brilliant tint,
in some lights of deep uricular “purple, in others
of the blue of smalt, shading on the lowger

sitde iney ultramarine blue, uhu"!l ig the tint of

the lesser and geeater coverts, and spurious quills 3
the quills and secondaries appear black on the

-

outside, at the base exhibiting a bar of palc/

g
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Bluish purple; the base of the secondaries and
greater coverts are pale verditer blde, as also the
s 4 axillary feathers, dividing the wing on the inside
dingonally aecross from the dark eolour of the
cpuills, which, in different lights, have a shade of
rich blue or deep auricular purple ; the tail has
the exterior feathers slightly lepgthened, the
commencing modification of the foom so mueh
developed in some of the foreign specids; it is
deep purple-blue at the buse, for half the length,
paler on the outer webs of the quills; the other
half pale verditer blue ; the mltt-rllﬁ:alhc-r tipped
with black ; the two gentre feathers are entirely
of a deep gravisle green, tinted with blue at the
! base,

i

In the seceond family, the Haleyonide, we
possess also only one form, seen in_the Commin
Kingfisher ; showing an aquatic type feeding
almost exclusively on fsh. :

r
Avrcepo,. Linn. — Generie rﬁrarm'!eiﬂ. — Bill
very otraight, sharp, somewhaf, compresaed,
gape ample; wings rathsr rounded, third
i quill longest, the first and second very gently
graduating ; tail very short, scarcely longer
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than it covers; feet syndactyle, inner to f’
and hakux very short, tarsus short.

-3
{7
“f

Types.—A. ispida, semitorquata, &v. . '-.'.'nl.
Note.—Aquatic s pldmage blue or green, varied |
on the under parts with chestout; breed in
lioles. "
Europe, Asia. Africa. -
" e n o
“in
e g £
COMMON KING FISHER.
Htleedo ispida.—Lixx xus. e
— 3 LN
PLATE XXVI, \ ' s

Alecib ispida, King Fisher, Will. Linn. — Common King
Fisher of British-authore,
]
. Ths King Fisher is one of our most gaily
tintad birds, and when darting down some waooded
streéam, and shone upon at times by the sunbeams,
it may give some faint itea of the brilliant plum-
age |.I:mt sporis in the forests of the tropies, and
that flits from place to place like so many lights
in their deeply shaded recesses. It is u bird by
na means common any where, living in retired
places, solit.ry or in pairs; but it seems pretty
evenly distributed, decreasing in freauency as we
reach th= northy where it also becomes station-
ary only 1u winter, inctances of its breeding
having been very seldom recorded beyond the
English border; or the south of Scotland. 1t
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is distributed over Ireland with fearly equal
fri quency.

The King Fisher iz never seen '1"-1-1‘. from the
sides of streams or rivers, appearing rather to
prefer those of smaller size, not too rapid in their
course, and which ran through a distriet partially
wooded, having the banks frJJlj_,L':I with brushwodd,
In flight it keeps to IT‘Im linerof the strezm., flying
with great rapidity, in an undulating maotisn, and
with very quick strokes «F the wings, the eye
catching the brilliant light of the upper parts, as
the turns and windings bring it intesight. When
watching for its prey, or w hu?n undifturbed, it sits -
mntlunlr'»s on some pchr_tm'r branch "o dead
stake, and ealls sto remembrance the manner of
perching which is seen to® run throfigh mary of
the insect feeding birds, and mauy of the genera
of the Fissirostres. The prey is darted on from
the branch or perch, and consists chiefy ol® $mall
fishes ; to which Tempminek adds snails ~and.
leaches, &e. The nest iz formed in®the holes of
banks, and is seid to be Eunstnmletr ol the cast-
ings of the birds, cumpusud of fish bones .er'ln;,;ul
around, and beaten dowms The cgps, six or
seven in‘number, are of a delicate 1m:|51mrf::il,
pinkish white.

On the Coiftinent tle King Fisher seems to
be also gengrally, but not plentifully “diffuséd,
and probally extends beyond the Asinie boup-
dary, until it is replaced by e A weedo  Asiatica
epread over llu' East India lsl.lndﬂ, Japan, and
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China, a species elosely allfed, but smaller, nend
more delieajely proportoned in all its parts.

The mandible is blackish brown, but the
interior of the gape, the base of the maxilla, and
the feet, are bright reddish orange ; the head and
nape, shoulder covers, seapulars, and wings, ane
of a deep uhur green, the feathers of the head
and nape i\.unlprml =ith elear verditer bloe; the
centreof the back, rump, and tail covers are bril-
liant verditer blue, sppearing conspicuously in
flight; (the feathers om this part are in great
request by the dressers of Limerick or Irish flies ;)
the quills are brownish black, edged with olive
green ; the tail underneath appears of the same
colour, on the upper parts approaching to ultra-
mar.ne blue.” From the base of the maxilla runs
a streak of dull verditer blue, joining with the
colour of the back, and separating the auricular
featnirs atvd a patch of white on the sides of the
aedk,from the eolour of the under parts; the
chin and throat are wellowish white, and the
whole under parts with the auricular feathers are
clear orange brown, becoming paler on the vent
and tail‘covers. In:the female the colpurs gene-
rally are less sivid, and the white pateh on the
sides af the neck is more subdued.

At "
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W have now reached the mora truly fissiros-
[. tral families, charactérized by their, wide gape
- and amply developed organs of flight, birds
L,__ which seize their prey entirely on the wing, amd
P- whieh seldom setile, execpt for temporary rest.
‘These in Britain are the Swallows and Night-jars,

5 each possessing represenjatives in our list, :
"“.. Ti:ll_: N::__[]Hrli.u'w. rr'--'_l.w.'i.lun'fl_r.l'.rrl"q.. ".'||?~'. 'I.l.i.!||. Wi
. believe a single exception, nocturnal birds, are .
P 1 nearly all inseeti rOrOus, Ivfntinge their prey by
A twilight, and having thgir |-||m1;|'_[| constructed
on the plan of that of the owls, wlkich possess a
soft anud noiseless flight, and blend®d shades of .
- » unobirusive colouring. Several genera are'kNown,
¢ the British form ranks in
— S L] - -
p Carmimvrcus, Linn, — Generic eharacters.—
Bill very small end weak; dilated at the
base ; rictus very ample and fiirnshede with
1 strong bristles ; wings with the secont cuill
. slightly longest ; tarsi short, = feet weak, |
lateral tocs equal, clow of the* eentre pee-
tinated. % g :
3 Type.—C. Luropeus. . Iy
Europe; Asia, Alrica, Amerion. . Breed on the
\

eround, and feed by night ; plumage soft.

-
" -

L -
CarrRIMULGUS Eunorevs, Evnoreay, Goart-
SUCKER, — L% I'.'Hr'rlpru_. Lifw, — Common or
..":irruﬂ.'rm Glaatsecher, .-""Il';'_rj.lrn' Heawh, or ;."Il';'yﬁ!'
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Jar of British authors.—This chastely coloured
and beautifyl marked bird is of general distribu-
tion, extending to the most northern counties of
Seotland, and appearing with us towards the end
of May. At the commencement of twilight,
when they are first roused from their daily
slumber, they pereh on some bare elevation of
the gronnd, ab old wall or fenee, or heap of
stoner, or peat-stack, and commence their. mono-
tonons drum or whire, closely resembling the
dull sound produced by the wheel used for spin-
ning wool, and possessing the same variation of
apparent distance in the sound which is per-
ecived in the erake of the land rail, or the ecry
of the eoot and water rail, orscroaking of frogs.
Atione timp, it appchrs so near as to cause an
alarm that vou disturb the utterer; at another,
=5 if the bird had removed to an extreme dis-
tamel, while, during the time, it remained unscen
at=a-distance of perhaps not more than forty

« or fifty yards. The flight, when hawking in the

open grounds, is nevdr high, and is performed
withount. npy rcgu!arit}".; sometimes straight for-
ward, or in gliding circles, with a slow steady
clap of the wings, in the middle of which they
will abraptly start into the nir for thirty
or forty “eet, resuming theic T3rmer line by
a gradral fall. At other times it will be per-
formed ‘n_sudd@n jerks npwards, in the il keep-
ing the w':ﬁ'g'-._‘?ieucliﬂ? closed over the back,
skimmiog in the intervals near the ground, and

-

i, -
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stili retaining the wings like somé Gulls awil
Terns, ora Swallow dipping in the water, until
they arve again required to give the stroke up-
wards,  All the while, tha tail is mueh expan-
ded, and is a conspieuous object in the male,
from the white spots on the outer feathers.
When in woods, or near trees, the flight is made
in glides among the h.,“‘l.l'lchf":‘ ar it Hritors: close
to the summits, and seizes the various plalene
which play around. Dunﬂ*lhp ds ¥ the I\lirht
Hawk rests on the grouad among fern, broom,
or heath, or on the low branch of a tree, on
which it lies lengthwise, and close’to the stem.
When disturbed, the fii; ght is low and fluitéring,
or it skims off te -a short distanee, and again
alights. The nest is fornied upon“the groand

- by scraping or deepening some.cavily already

partly made, and the 2grs, two in number, are
laid on the bare surface.  When the young fare
approached by night, before they are perecoy
fedged, the old birds fly around ‘very near,
uttering incessartly their clicking ery, and mak-
ing frequent dashes at the j]ll]‘lirl;_'r: likg the
Lapwing. On the continent af Europe, tiis birel
is generally distributed, but we de not know its
extra European range,

It is scarcely Passible sa desecribe th trhun*l.gt
of the Caprimglgider so that it can be punu rrstood
in all its pagis, and one or two’ {!t’ulllllll:‘l' mark=
ings are often suflicient te maké o5 e species.
In our native bird; it is composed of shades of
gray and brown, white and ochry yellow, and

£l
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black. In the male bird, gray predominates, the _.fﬁ rq
head beinglof that colour, minutely mottled with |
black, and having two lines of the same colour | 9
running down the erdwn; the wings and tail are
marked with indistinet mottled bars of gray, .;
brownish black, or orange yellow ;3 the more con- ¢
spicuons marks, howewer, are a line of white 1
runnime*iom the corners gf the mouth below the
aurictlirs ; two oval spgis on the throat, which ![
nearly converge m;fﬂ]mr in the middle ; a large A
aval spot of pure whiteon the inner web of each i
af the three first quills, and the tips of the two '
outer feathels being of the same colour. In the
femfle; all the plumage is more subdued and v
blended, and the white markings are of an !
oclaceous vellow. ° iy
" The family of the Hirgadinide, or Swallows, Il'

posstsses great interest, both on account of theiv
‘ivpicil station in their tribe, and from the vast
destruction_which thew make among a train of

eings, in many instanees extremely destruetive
to varince kinds ,of 1I".|r productions, and they
have also ereated mivgh speculation from the fact
of their entering into a state of torpidity, either
in holes or under water, byjng advanced with
much cofifidence and ‘naintained by men who
were cdnsidered to be possessed of great learning
amd ili't’.l'-m:}li-.;rfl.'_' In ghe last family, nocturnal
in its habitf™% noticed that a foreign specie
was krown which fed and hunted during the day; o § .

i
in like manner, do we find in our present group i
4 f
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a single foreign species, which leeds by night
in the manner of the Cuprimulgide; and in
hoth gronps completely insectivarous do we find
species at times feeding 6n fruits and berries,
the whole running into each other in a manner
Leautifully gradusted, at the same time each
being distinet and easily: separated,. The Swal.
lows range over the ghole werld, ani® ave overy
where migraling birds, Tlu'} breed in fhe ere-
vices of rocks, or forin eusfous nests al virious
substances agglutinated together by their galiva,
and most delight in the vicinity of waters. The
colours of the ulum.t"g are steel "blue, glossy
green, and browny contrasted with white™ and
chestnut, In Britain we have two genera.  'The

firat ol which is -

Hinuxpo, Linn.—rleneric rﬁcrr;rrt‘ern—.]ji.":
small, very slightly bent, trmugulur,dﬂ.;[}:ﬂ at
the base, rictus very ample, without biisudss
feet incessorial, but very slender; tarsus
short ; wings long ,]Juuitﬂfi ﬁr‘atchII Inugnﬁl‘, :
tail forked, often mi'ch dev Elnpi.'l.'- e

Tﬁrpf&v—ff rustioa, ﬂr-’.-jnr rqmrrm

Nate—Colours of the ]rluu:mrro alossy blue ar
green, varied by chestnut and white § migra-
tory, mosliy gregarious.  Cosmof ~lite.

a -

o - -
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THE CHIMNEY SWALLOW.

Hirgndo raitice, Lixx.

h ; PLATE XEVIL
Hirundo domestie ., [ 157/ ”:J!.'.—” TLET IO, Linn; &Ko.—
hinmey or Common Swallow of British authors
Tuis favourite bird is perhaps the most com-
n pngd most equally divicibuted of our native

mo

species.  Its arrival in April is watched and
hailed as the precursor of summer, and as the
period when the piercing blasts of winter aud
spring shall have eceased for a time. In this
country, and sndeed in Eurepe, it is the constant
attentdant on cultivation, and makes use of the
ificial structures of maiL as retreats for shelter
and breeding.  We are 210t aware of any natural
breedine station for thisbird, nor have we seen
any m.> Hgned in tlhe vadous ornithological works

to which we bave acrass,  Its most common and
favourite plaeé here is in the interior of out-
houses,” spen barns, or she :[-- whae 1tu_- nest,
yikigd

composed;df clay, and strengthencd with
or slend” r ruots, lined with feathers, "-'u] open at
the top, " :. "'ﬂ:ld '1":HH'-1t some of the ralters or
wood-work of tJ[{ rroof the insides of chimneys,
{whenee itz commmon name, ) the eaves of houses,
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and the forsaken shaflts of mines and coal pits,
are all resorts during the season of inecubation,
%o that in & natural :~1.1|| , or rather in & country
wanting these stroctures, its breeding places may
Le supposed to be the rents in rogks, and caves
or fissures. Two or three pairs often frequent
the same ouvt-house, and are known to have re-
turncil from year to year to thesame neib. = They
hunt in small parties ; as t]n‘L time of their depar-
ture arrives, the young are colfected tagether, and
many of those in the vicinyy assemble; at times
during the day they may be seen congregated on
the roof of some llulErJlI:", on a wall of railing, or

- Onsome bare tree, p |I-"II|I:II“' themselves, and restimg

i

bk

from the ineessant astivity, and hunting alter food,
whieh characterizes them in the previdus part of
‘he year. At this time, they also roost togzether,
and select for this place willow beds, or brush-
wood [ringing some lake or stream, oeei@iondliy
amonyg the tall reeds, and this has given risc w
the idea that they retired during winier under
water, for the departure of the great inass takes
place simultancously ; and “he rétreat which was

one night enlivened by tpeiz evolotions and
sprightly twiller, is the next switary.or rendersd

to appearance more deserted, by the appearance of
the few who haviseen unqble to accom any the
great body of the Hight.

In distribgion, this speeics fll'\.l‘-l'_"'l'\f' : orthi-
ward, but is abupdant in “centriib, = southern
<Europe. How far it extends into Asia hgs not
Fueen traced, or whether it is partially I:u"lul.u""

T
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from any part of that division of the world, The J @7 2 &

great mass of I".ll]'u:h an birdzs seem to prss from '.1."' L .

Northern Africa. M. Temminek places it nmong i

the birds of Japan. i
The adult male has the head and upper parts

deep and rich steel blue, ronning into a black !

pectoral bagd ; the forshead and throat are deep i:

reddish elestnut ; die bellvand feet reddish white,

tinged on the flanks with brown ; the tail deeply 4

forked, the outer fkthers narrowing towards the 'f‘:

ends, is black with blue reflections, and has a
large white Gpot on the inner webs of all the fea-

h
thers, except the two in the centré.  In the female !
the cotours are all less brilliaxt, and the chestnut - {
i the lorchead and throat less in extent. The ,ri
voang have the tail vearly square, and the colour ° w5

of the throat = pale reddish brown, 5E|:u]jng into
gray upon the breast. Pure white varieties are
oceasionally met with.

Hiruspo urnica, 1-1_ \RT1R.~-I1. wrbica, Linn.

— Martin, Marilet, or; Window Swallow, of firi-
tish awthors. This "31'.:tHn'-'-' arrives ge m-r.l.H.'- a
few days later th=li the last, and is much more
local in distribution. It is plso an attendant on
civilizatic, and its gemeral aivcding places are
SPCTL Of, the eaves of houses, the ¢ proers of win-
dlows, yheneéd'its most frequent name,) under the
arches of (s or paiewaws 3 it there builds its
nest grogariously, in parties“of from twenty to s
vne hundred, returning year after vear ‘to the
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same place, and reaving its nest even in the san
lollow or corner.  These, however, nre its arti-
ficial stations.  In what may be called its wild or
natural state, it would scem mther inclined to
alpine situations, the windows of a Highland inn
in o muirish or lndf alpine distriet being a very
favourite resort, attracted probs®™lv from the
ucighbouring rocks by the” greater * variety of
food incident to the vicinity of poultry and
cattle ; its really natural breeding situitions, by
no means commonly nfet with, are generally
on the face of some steep oliff or overbanging
rock, to which the nesis can be easily attached ;
thiey are built at ofie spot, not dispersed to any
distance, and often touch each other, Mr Selby
mentions one of these |mtural eyries on the lofty
precipices of 5t Abb's Head. Tlere was anotlier
on the rocks of the codst opposite the Bass tgek,
where the whole colony, amsunting to a hundred
or a hundred and twenty, had their nests placed”
within the space of the rool of an ordinary-sized
room under an dverhangive rock.  We met with
another large colony in a. more vorthelbaMstrict,
Sutherlandshire, where ths face of a limestone
precipice was occupicd.  These fre busy and
interesting ecmmu<ities ; the parent birds con-
tinually fiving ‘toand frd, uttering the: 7 cheerful
whistle of recognition of their owne hio seliold,

and bringing fuml to tlu’JII young, or to sl mptp
while incubating ; 2 both Fexes 'y olten be seen
in the nest tugc*l]ler, and they spend a6 night
thus” Any noise or interruplion beneath caouses’

VoL 1L 20
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them to protrude their ]l.ml.hs, and they will thus
suspiciously survey the cauvse of their alarm until
it is cither removed or forces them to leave the
nests,  The nest is fobmed of clay agglutinated
together, and is of a circular form, suited to the
shape of the rock or building which supports it,
but eompletely closed round, except a small hole
at the appe’ Pside fer acee ge.  The inside is first
lined wich dried grasses, uml within with a warm
coating of feathers, * The eges are of a delicate
white with reddish brown spots.

This Swallow is generally distributed over
middle and Southern Europe, but we are igno-
rant 'of its range elsewhef®. - Temminek states
that it does not extend bevond-the tropies. The
Aunierican species, H. bicolor, for some time con-
founded with it, is distinet, the bird of Europe
ot 'r.remg known in the Now World,

‘The upper parts, with the exception of the
«ump, plossy bluish black, with a steel blue
lustre ; the wings 1|151 tail, the latter slightly
forked, brownish bl.'lET-:"' "glossed ~vith bluigh; the
rump ma-. white, appl:-"rnw* most eonspicuously
durmn lhl*lﬂ.. um‘t,r"part:. of the same pure
ruiuur. Diffzren=" between the sexés is ver iy
tritling,

o RN AT

-

- Toe> AND ManTiy, glmuano nu-.mm Lixx.
— H. riparic w€authors. — Cotile riparia, Boje.
q—b:;r-fﬂar Waler Siweallow or Martin of British

+authors,  Lhis Swallow, with o few others, las
~
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been made typical of a sub-genus § and in looking
at the form of the typical Swallow there is o con-
sillerable difference, but whether this should Lo
considered sufficient ground for separation, op
should be looked on only as modification of struc-
wure, seems not yet quite determined among
oroithologists 3 and we now wish ta direct atten-
tion to the little group to which it will Lelong,
and to the value of iis characters when compared
with the species which begin to recede from
it.  The Sand Martin i» one of our earliest Lirds
of passage, reaching us often in Mareh, and is

- & b -
sometimes to be seen eyen amidst hail and snow.-

On its first arrival, small groups visit their donual
breeding stations; and may be observed Hitting
along some river-course or quarry-pool, or by the
margin of some lake, lazily and without their
usual activity, being without doubt.wearied with
their migration, and yet able to procure but a
scanty subsistence. A= the spring advances, thu
various eolonies arrive and take up their stations
for rearing thelr broods.. These are chosen in
some sandy or easily erced bank*sfa river
ot sea shore, some quarrs9d sand pity, and the
gides are seen bored with numerous holes from
two to three inches in diameter 3 they enmter the
bank for a consiaerable Jength, and are-"rmed by
the birds themselves seraping with the eet, as-
sisted by the bill, and gt the extremily a loovde
nest of dried grass lined with fFuaiers is formed.
When the young are hatehed and rascd, they
assemble with the parents in considerable num-

T I:.'m
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bers, and provious to migration congregate largely
together, often resting on the sandy parts of the
shores of lakes or of the sea, when their breeding
places have been near the latter 5 at this time the
cause of alighting may both be to rest the young
birds and to procure food, for, ns we stated in a
note to Wilsnw’s Orithology, we once observed
many luntlteds of (kb Saad Alartin resting on the
sands of the Solway Frith, upon a space not ex-
ceeding two acres; a small stream entered the
sea, and they seemed partly resting and washing,
and partly fectling on a small fiy that had appa-
rently eome nm:rh" to existence, and covered the
sands in immense prol‘u:rsmn. :

This Martin is distributed generaily over Bri-
tain -and the continen! of Lurope, extending’in
the former to the Orkneys.  In the Old World,
we do not authentically kfiow its exaet range;
but in "!.nlerlcﬂ. the speecies are now gu:eml!v
onfidered to be identicsl.  Mr Audubon has
placed them as such, apd the Prince of Musi-
gnano, thouzh using of guery, Has placed both
specicspagaosite in his admparative list.

The upper parts, b»&pt the tail covers, sides
of the head, affd a ®ind across the breast, are of
a deep bair brown ; the wings and _1ail brownish
blaek, i in = ame lights npllmrmgf_ﬁ,htlv glossed
with gronish ; lha lower parts of tha hody, with
the u;rpfwhc:;rs, are white, shaded slightly

on the Sanks ¥ hair bTown. )
s

,

The remating DBritish swallows, coneluding

e
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our members of the Fissirostres, have boen with
propriety arranged in a sub-genus, or aecount of
their different form. They are commonly dis-
tingunished by the English name of “ Swilts,” and
the scientific title of

Cyresevus, Jlliger — Generie of ==acters.—Bill
very small, wea's, dilated at the base, trian-
gular, gape very ample ; wings of extreme
length, second quill longest, first. very little
shorter; fect and fhrsi very strong, former
feathered, toes generally directed forwards,
inner subversatile 5 elaws broad and sharp
hooked s taii nearly square, or slii;hlly
forked. ;

Tipe.—C. apus, mella.

Europe, Asia, Africa.

Commox Swirr, CyveseLus arvs.— Hirvndo
apus, Linn— Cypselus rowrarivs, Tomm, &e.—
Steift, or Black Mavtin »' British avthors. The
form of the Swifts is bea ‘tifully adapted oo their
mode of living, and it is w&'l exemplified in that
of the common European Swift.” It is a bird
formed entird'v for flight, and unless when ineu-
bating or at rest during the night, it i scarcely
ever seen cxeept on the wing.  Tts  natural
breeding and resting plzces are the holes and
crevices of rocks and eliffs, chd for entering
them the neck is short, and the body can be made
so as to form one line, and to be of equal thick-
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ness, while the limbs are so extremely short as
not to ineommode in turning, while at the same
time they are fitted for scraping holes, and hang-
inr or elimbing about the rocks or the walls of
buildings. The wings are of extreme length
and pointed, the consistency of the plumes almost
like whalebppa pre_senting a strong resisting
surfiace to tne air; and we should here notice a
structure much develpped- among the Hirundi-
wide ; they, from their very rapid motion and
the minute character of fieir prey, would require
organs of ﬁsi;:m possessing great perfection, and
to exterpal appearance the.gye is large, full, and
expressive ; from cxperience we also know that
it possesses the requisite powers Tor minute vision,
and as it is obvious that it would require some
protection during the very rapid evolutions of
the birds, we find that the feathers growing
between the angle and the bill are of a peculiar
soft but close and rigid texture, and stand up as
“a blind to break the current induced by swilt
motion. o P 2

The 5:iit, like its covgeners, and the Swallows
in all countries, seemy-ao attend on pepulation,
brought thither, as we before remarked, by the
greater prevalence of food, and we mow find its
resting pi-des only in ruibed towers or old build-
ings, w}!‘.’.-rn dapse of time has formeal holes and
rents ; bridges, ang ta:aw?m and villages, also fur-
nish retreats; ard we have a notice in Loudon’s
Magazine, of their breeding in the holes of trees,
deserted by Woodpeckers ; but we are not aware
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of any natural station for this bird, which we
would be prepared to find in the clefts and rents
of rocky precipices.  When an entrance is found
suitable in any old building, the hole is examined
antl cleared oul, often rendered more extensive
by the bird seraping among the joints of the
stones 3 a small portion of dried grasses or straw,
&e. is carried in, which i. rendercd®*seft and
warm by a lining of feathers, all of wulch are
caught in the air or hanging from some projec-
tion or ledge, the birds pever alighting to procure
them:. We have occasionally se:n the Swift
alighted on a cornice or flat roof, but the motions
are all awkward,sthey reminded us of a seal,
waddling almost- on their breasts to the edge,
where they would fall OfF as it were, before
expanding their wings to catelr the air. The
same procedure takes place if the bird be placed
upon a table; but at the same time, they can
rise from a flat surface a road or pathway 1
instanee, if forced by necessity so to do; it is,
however, done with difi culty, the bird raising
itsell by repeated attemp s and strokes ynon the
ground by the shoulders., The Swilt is grega-
rious in small parties of from six 40 twenty, but
does not apparently congregate before departure,
like the Swallows and Martins ; in .“2se small
troops it delights to wheel around brildigs and
its breeding stations, taking the turns aoout aa
ol tower ar chuarch sphre with, sreat sharpness
and precision, and uttering during flight its
shrill scrcam or whistle. The troon move in a
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mass by simultaneous impulse, and untter their !’,.' -
ery in the same united manner, and they form, i T
as it w.;rc: an accompaniment associated with
olid or ecclesinstical buildings, which is almost -
inseparable from them. X
The range of the Swilt in DBritain is general,
at the same time loeal, apud on the Continent it is
we believe similare In Britain, it is one of
our ];;h_r.t visiters, and Jone of our earliest to :
depart. Their whol® time is vecupied in the -
duties of incubation, and so scon as these are -
completed, and the young able to travel, their
- departure is" commenced. Of its range out of
Eurcdpe we are uncertain, T eenminek says they
=~ do not migrate bevond the tropics. 'We possess
spedimens from Madefra. T
The length of the common Swilt to the extre-
n:ltv of thc Lill, is only alfat seven inches and
a qunrlar © that of the wing about six inches and
—%vee quarters ; the plumage is of a uniform
shining hruwmsh black, glossed with green; the -
chin :uld thranl in :heﬁunle nearly white, in the
. I'umalc,_,y,“l:-kc gray. ,an our specimen from
Madeira, the plummzesis of a much paler tint,
the throat andsehiz pure white.

403 JMLPINE SWIFT.

Rt

‘Tue . ALeixE Bwirr, CYPSELGS ALPINUS,
Temni. y— C. melba, Gmel. — Alpine, or White-
bellied SiwifT Grvigritish ‘authors. - This species,
according to Temminek, inhdbits the Alps in

Switzerland and the Twyrol, and the coasts aud
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islands of the Mediterranean, particnlarly in rocky
and alpine situations. Its elaim to a place in the
British list rests on a few specimens having been
ut different times esptured on the shores of our
islands., The first notice of its oecurrence wns
communieated by Mr Sinclair of Belfust to Mr
Selby ; this bird was killed in 5Ivreh 2 fuw
miles off Cape Clear by the u.'lplm:u of a
vessel, It has oecurrcd ingone or two instances
siuce attention was directed to it, anc the orni-
thologists of Ireland secin to be of opinion that
it may breed in limited numbers about the
cliffs on some part of e Irish coast; the slehs
and holes in rncld being its usual places of
nidification. The alpine Swilt is much superior
in size to our commaon species :||:| length, to the
extremity of the forked tail, it"is about eight
inches and a quarter, while the winge frov the
shoulder, measares fully nine.  Above. fthg

plumage is of a light grayish black, glossed with

green ; this extends over the ehecks and sides of

the neck, and across the breast, in tite form of &

broad band, leaving the thruat. the by, and
breast, pure white; on the quills the shade is
slightly darker.  In the female, the pectoral band
is less distinet. - ¢
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