




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































252 THE CALL 0 F THE B IR D S 

shows a conspicuous white patch on his rump. The wood I. 
may also sometimes be met with at this season 

but much more rarely. It resembles the green sandpiper so 
closely that to the average observer the two birds are 
indistinguishable. But in bird observing you never know 
what your luck may be. The first time you see a sandpiper 
that answers the above description, you may get such a 
close and such a good view of it in ideal conditions of light 
that you may be able to identify it as the wood sandpiper 
by reference to a standard bird book, or to a specimen in a 
museum. 

The white rump is the distinguishing mark between wo 
other small waders. The dunlin is very common at this 
season and all through the winter, but other waders fre­
quently consort with it. The ringed plover and the sander­
ling are the cofomonest of its companions, but during the 
period of migration individuals of several species which are 
on passage may also join the flocks. So every flock of dunlin 
should be carefully scanned with the hope of detecting one 
of these strangers. It was while watching such a flock feed­
ing at the edge of the tide that I first saw that rare summer 
visitor the Kentish plover. The bill of the dunlin is more 
or less straight Qqt in some individuals it curves downward 
slightly at the tip. The curlew sandpiper has a curved bill, 
as the first part of its name . suggests, 'but otherwise it so 
closely resembles the dunlin in its winter plumage that it 
must often be overlooked by observers, who would be 
delighted to count it among '. their acquaintances. The flock 
should be watched till it takes to flight, and then if the 
curlew sandpiper is there, its white rump will show out 
boldly. 

Among flocks of curlew, and also in separate flocks, you 
may see the whimbrel, a bird which I loved for its name 




















































































































































































































































