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ERYTHRODRYAS RHODINOGASTER.

Pink-breasted Wood-Robin.

Saricoln rhodinogaster, Drap, Ann. Gén. des el Phys. de Bruxelles,

Muscicapa Lathami, Vig. in Zool. Journ., vol. i. p. .‘:‘IH. pl. 13.—Jard. and Selb. 11l Orm., vol. i 8
Petroica rhodinogaster, Jard, and Selb, 11l Orn. Add., vol. il o r e
Erythrodryas rhodinogaster, Gould in Proc. of Zool. Soe., August 9, 1542

Pink-byeasted Robin, Colonists of New South Wales, J ;

! ne ereat «I|'1r|!|u'i1|u].|’| of this species is Van Dicmen's Land, particularly the western parts of the island. |
!1-I:~l :|I~-~m'f':l that |1.=~~ rarely seen on ihe main land of Australia, from the circumstance of the total absence
of skins in collections from those parts. In one instance only did 1T meet with it on the continent, and
that was in a deep ravine under Mount Lofty in South Australiaz I shot the specimen, which on dissection
proved to be a young male.

In habits and disposition this and the following species are very dissimilar to the Red-breasted Robins
( Petroica), being much less spirited in all their actions. They prefer the most secluded and remote parts of
the lorest, ||;Lrair:||.;|1'l_u' ihe bottoms ol deep cullies, the seclusion of which is seldom broken by the volce or
presence ol any living being, and where animal life is almost confined to u|:!|illu~: and other minute nsects,
upon which they exist. There are times, however, especially in winter, when they leave these quiet
retreats and even enter the _L:ﬂrtlvnrs of the settlers; but this is of so rare oceurrence, that few persons
can have had Uppm'mnhiun of observing this bird in a state of nature, except those who have visited
the localities above described. I shot several specimens in the gullies under Mount Wellington in Van
Diemen's Land ; and on visiting, 1n company with the Rev. T. J. Ewing, the enchanting spot selected by

my ever-esteemed friend Lady Franklin as a site for a Botanic Garden, | ohserved it to be tolerably numerous

'i'hruugh the kindness of Ronald C. Gunn, Esq., who liberally plumul the whole of his collection

there.
in every stage from youth to maturity ;

at my disposal, I was enabled to obtain examples of many species,

among others, of the present bird, which Mr. Gunn informed me had been collected on the Hampshire

Hills, a locality where it is very abundant.’
The food of the Pink-breasted Wood-Robin consist
air, and also on the oround.

< solely of insects, which it procures by darting out in

pursuit of them while passing by in the
anners of the Robins by sitting about on stumps and stones at the
breast like the Robin of Europe.

soft fibres of decaying wood, and fine fibrous roots matted

[t exhibits the lu*ruihu‘ actions and n
bottom of the gullil-rc. lrn'.-wu!iu:: its full
[ts nest is formed of narrow strips of soft bark,
with vegetable fibres, and old black nests of spiders.
¢ of f’r'.fmirwlJr.!:r.'"f.r}.'afrrr; of a greenish w
a half long, by six lines and a half broad.
¢ differences in their colouring.
a small spot of white in the centre of the
s with an oblong spot of reddish
| oblique hands when the

and woven lnﬁ'cthcr The ewes are three in number,
smaller but very similar to thos hite thickly :aprinklttl with light
chestnut and purplish brown ; eight lines and
the sexes present considerabl

Like the true Petroicas,
eck, throat and back sooty black 3

The male has the head, n
yws brownish black : a few of the lwim:u'i{::; and secondarie
. i the tip, forming two smal
o white on the vent and under tail-coverts;

forehead ; wi
the outer web near the
ast and abdomen rose-pink, passing nt

hase and another nes
irides

bhrown on
wing 1s r-llai'o:ul: bre
and bill Dlack 3 feet black, with the soles orange.

¢ spot on the forehead :
larger and of a more
nt and under tail-coverts buff.

first two months after they

all the upper surface brown ; wings and

an indication of the whit -
bufly colour than m the

s on the primaries and secondaries
and abdomen brownish grey; Ve
losely resembles the female ; for the
¢ striated with bull.

The female has
tail brown, with the markn
throat brownish hufl'; chest
during the first autumn ¢

male ;

Tlu' Vi I.||::|].='
have left the nest, thev have the centre of each feathe

The Plate represents the male and female of the natural suc.






FRYTHRODRYAS ROSEA.
Rose-breasted Wood Robin. :

Petroica rosea, Gould in Proe, of Zool. Soc., Part V11, p. 142,

-f‘.‘.l'_l,rl'|".'.l'r-|:.l'll.r|.'.x poxea. Gould in Ihid., Aurust 9, 1842

Tuis pretty Litile Robin inhabits all the brushes which skirt along the south-castern coast of New South
Wales. 1 also observed it to be numerous in the cedar brushes of the Liverpool range, and 1t doubtless
frequents <imilar situations in all other parts of the country. It penetrates to the very depths of the forest,
and chooses as its favourite abode the most secluded spots. [t is a solitary ~pu"h:-, more than A single pair
heing rarely seen at one time. is excessively quiet in its movements, and so tame, that in the course of my
wanderings hrough the woods of Ilawarra and in the neighbourhood of the Hunter, it 1'1'1-:|m_~.ml:. perched
within two or three _mﬂ!w of me whilé resting my wearied limbs under a dense canopy of foliage, and
listening to the songs of the various species surrounding me.  What has been said respecting the habits
and manners of the Pink-breasted Robin is l.‘l:lllil“:v.' deseriptive of those of the present bird : its food is also
p]‘r{'lwi}' of the same kind, and 18 {';11nr1|rul in a similar manner.

Although it is by no means rarc in the localities 1 have mentioned, but few -]n-:-'nm'm vet adorn our Mu-
seums, and 1t certainly had not received any seientific ;1p]u:H1|l'|u|| until 1 |11'n!|:r-|.‘1l the one given above,
in a letter addressed to the Zoolozical Society of London during my #osidence in New South Wales.

Of its nidification and the number and colour of its egys nothing is at present known.

It has a cheerful wardly uttered song, the strain of which 1s very like that of the other Robins, but 15
much more feeble.

The male has the forehead crossed by

the upper <nrface dark slate-grey; chest rich rose-red, mnclining to scarlet 3

a very narrow band of white: crown of the head, throat and all
lower part of the abdomen and

ail-coverts white wines and the cix central tail-feathers blackish brown ; the three outer ones on

under t ‘
bs, imrmm'l:n-l:.' on the two lateral

each side tipped with white, the whte 1m::1n1u1u:t1'1m_-' over the mner we
bill and feet blackish brown; gape and soles of the feet }":Huu'.

feathers s : 1
forchead crossed by a narrow band of bull:

The female differs considerably from her mate, having the
surface erevish brown: wings brown ; secondaries crossed by two obscure bands of greyish

all the upper ‘
hut otherwise marked like that o the male.

bufl: tail of a Lrowner tint,

The fizures are those of a male and a female of the natural size.






PETROICA MULTICOLO R, Swains.
Scarlet-breasted Robin.

Muscicapa multicolor, Vig. and Horsf. in Linn. Trans., vol. xv. p. 243.

Red-breasted Warbler, Lewin, Birds of New Holl,, pl. 17.

Petroica multicolor, Swains. Zool. 111, 2nd Ser. pl. 36.—Gould in Syn. of Birds of Australia, Part 1.—G. R Gray
List of Gen. of Birds, 2nd Edit., p. 30. SRR &

Goo-ba, Aborigines of Western Australia,

Robin, Colonists.

Tuis beautiful Robin s & smize ] wile ex . 1 | i : f
_H 1 is a denizen of the wide extent of country reaching from New South Wales on the
east to Swan River on the west, ineluding Van Diemen’s Land and all the small islands lving off the southern

coast.  In Van Diemen’s Land it is much less common than on the continent, and 1s also far less numerous

than its near ally, the Petroica phaonicea. 1 have not been able with any degree of certainty tostrace how
far it proceeds northwards. | believe, however, that a few degrees from the latitude of Huh;rr 1s the limit
of its range in that direetion. ' L

Although closely allied to the Petroica phenicea, its structure on examination will be found to present
some trifling madification, which better adapts 1t for arboreal existence 3 and althongh frequently on the
eround, where it has much of the habits and actions of the Suxicoline, the low bushes and u'l:n:]~. skirting
the open plains and sterile districts are its favourite places of resort.

Its food consists solely of msects of various orders, its modified structure enabling it to capture both
aphides and swift-flving insects as well as the less agile Coleoptera.

When far removed from our native land, recollections and associations are strong incentives to attach-
ment for any object that may remind us of our home ; hence this beautiful Robin, which enters the gardens
and even the windows of the settlers, is necessarily a great favourite: its attractiveness is moreover much
enhanced by its more gay attire, the strong contrasts of scarlet, jet-black and white rendering it one of the
most beautiful to behold of any of the birds of Australia. After a careful comparison of a liree number of
specimens, I feel fully satisfied that the scarlet breast of this species, like that of the Robin of Europe, 1s
assumed during the first autmmn, and that it is never again thrown off'; but, as mght be l"‘-:fi!l't'-":'ll. it 1s mueh
more brilliant and sparkling during the breeding-season than at any other period of the year. [ have
remarked that a slight diflerence exists in the depth of the colouring of specimens from the western and
castern coasts, those from the former, 1:{1:"ri{'nlm~1}' ihe females, having the scarlet more brilliant and of greater
extent than those from New South Wales and Van Diemen’s Land : the difference is, however, too trivial
to be regarded otherwise than as indicative of a mere variety.

[ts song and call-note much resemble that of the European Robin. but are more feeble, and uttered with
4 more inward tone.

The nest is a very compact structurc of dried grasses, narrow strips of bark. mosses and lichens, all
bound firmly together with cobwebs and vegetable fibres, and warmly lined with foathers and wool or hair;
in some ina";um-vn [ have seen it lined entirely w ith opossums’ hair ; it is wenerally placed in the hollow part
of the trunk of a tree, or in a slight cavity the bark six or seven feet from the ground, but T have found
it placed ‘n a fork of a small upright tree more than thirty feet from the ground. The eggs, xl~.1|irh Eli'.i’ three
or four in number, are greenish white, slightly tinged with bluish or flesh-colour, rather minutely freckled
with olive-brown and [111!'|1]i.~h arey, the latter more obscure than the former ; these freckles are very s:vru_-r;ﬂll::

i . o T y T S P < thie
dispersed over the surface of the shell, but n some 1|:-&1;|.n{'v.-'rlhv}' also form a zone near the larger end : the
medium length of the eggs - nine lines, and breadth seven lines.

. * S L ' 1 in Aurust ;
[t usually rears two or three broods in the year, the period of mdihcation commencing in August and

ending in February.
The male has the head, throat and upper surface black
. bands of white on the wings ; breast and upper part of the belly scarlet s

forchead snowy white s @ |‘”|'-i"l“l[“”“l and two

I lower part of the belly dull
obligue 2

white ; irides very dark brown ; bill and feet black.

. N
sy . . hraast & red with red.
The female has all the upper . under surface brown, with the breast trongly ting . ;

. 2 ST a spriz of a specigs of Coreq,
The Plate represents a male and female of the patural size, pLHhHl on a sprig a specifs

which 1 found erowing on Kangaroo Island.







woastra being wholly brown, while that of the P.

PETROICA ERYTHROGASTRA.
Norfolk Island Robin.

.-”H.t'r'if'ﬂl,u-'-’ l'f'_-',n’l"-'ri-'If_r.-'-'-‘--".l'-'n'. Lath. Ind. Or., vol. ii. p. 479 —Gmel. Syst. Nat., vol. 1. p. 944.

————— multicolor, Gmel. Syst. Nut., vol. i. p. 944.

Red-bellied Flyeateher, Lath. Gen. Syn., vol. iil. p. 343. pl. 50.—Ib. Supp., vol. ii. p. 216.—Shaw, Gen. Zool.,
vol. x. p. 400, pl. 32.—Lath. Gen. Hist., vol. vi. p. 209, pl. C—Shaw, Nat. Misc., pl. 147.

Petroica pulehella, Gould in Proe. of Zool. Soc., Part VIIL. p. 142, male.

e modesta, Gould in Proc, of Zool. Soc., Part V. p. 147, female.

I nave: been induced to give a figure of this Robin, which I believe to be strictly confined to Norfolk Island,
in order to clear up the confusion which has hitherto existed respecting it and the Peiroica multicolor,
with which it has been confounded. Under the impression that the two birds were wdentieal, and that
the terms erythrogastra and multicolor were synonymous, I was induced some years ago to characterize the
male of the present bird under the name of pulehella, and the female under that of moedesta, helieving as |
then did that it was a distinet species ; subsequent research has however enabled me to perceive the errors
into which I had fallen, and I now proceed to point out the differences between the two species, and to
restore to the Norfolk Island bird the term erythrogastra, originally applied to it by Latham. The £ ery-
throgastra may be distinguished then from its near ally by the greater size of the bill; by the greater extent
and more silvery hue of the white feathers on the forchead 3 by the tail being wholly black, while in the
P. multicolor the lateral feathers are white 3 by the white on the wing forming a large spot near the shoulder,
instead of a line as long as the secondaries ; and by the scarlet of the breast and abdomen being much
the females of the fwo birds also differ from each other, the tail of the P erythro-
mudticolor has the lateral tail-feathers marked with white.

small imlrh on the wings near the shoulder, under wing-

more intense i colour:

The male has the forehead silvery white 5 a

coverts, the flanks and under tail-coverts white ; chest and abdomen very rich scarlet, the remainder of the
plumage deep black ; bill black ; feet brown.

e has the ecrown of the head, all the upper surface, wings and tail r
ashed with scarlet ; lower part of the abdomen and

The fem: eddish brown ; throat white,
tinged with brown ; chest and centre of the abdomen w

.rts white ; flanks brown ; bill blackish brown ; feet yellowish brown.

under tail-cove
The fizures represent the two sexes of the natural size.







) _;WF b ] h T
PLE'] ROI CA G OODENO Vi I, Jard. and Selb.
Red-capped Robin.

Muscicapa Goodenorit, Vig. and Horsf, in Linn, Trans., vol. xv. p. 245, —Jard. and Selb. TIL Orn., vol. i. pl. 8
figr. 2 Sy

Petroica Goodenovii, Jard. and Sell. I Om., Adi. vol. i1.—Gould; Syn. Birds of Australia, Part L.

Me-ne-ge-dang, Aborizines of the mountain distriets of Western Australia.

f.’r'r.l’-r'u’lr'lr'-'"l" Ruobii of the Colonists.

dler size of this beautiful Robin at once distinguishes it from every other

1nlr.l||.1i['1|i in any part I have visited, it
[ have observed it myvself in South

Tue red crown and mueh sni

vel discovered.  Although not is verv gene-

:-»111'1‘51.':-: of the wenus
aver the whole of the southern portion of Australia.
and Mr. Gilbert killed it in Western Australia, where, however, it is very
York district and the other at Kojenup, about one
yet heard of its being an

rally distributed
Australia and in New South Wales,

local, for he only met with it in two spots, one in the

the interior from King George's Sound. I have not

hundred miles towards
inhabitant of the northern pnrt'lml of the country.
aly or in pairs, and it ﬂppmrcd to wive a decided preference 1o the beds

[ eenerally observed it either sin
visited by it3 if

ed plains, the dense brushes near ihe coast never being

of dry rivulets, and to thinly timber
to the interior of the country.

¢ to be a xlwrium purnlinr
ceonomy of this bird s0 closely
of its mdifi

would seem therefor
b .l'..':,.:."r_.' b r-"."l.l'l.'.r"-l'_.l.l'rl'j_r'_l

The whole of the actions and
at a ll:‘.-:t'!'lln'mn of them here :

assimilate to those of the /
catlon no information has yet been

that it 1s unnecessary to repe

.
obtained ; but in this respect also it doubtless closely resembles the same species.
It possesses a 1|Lr(~_uﬁ:1r1}- sweet and iﬂ;ﬁmh'v song, very much like that of the Enropean Rabin, but more
weak and not so continuous.

Its food consists of insects of various kinds.

The male has the upper surface, neck, upper part of the breast and wings brownish black ; wing-coverts
and secondaries edeed with white, forming a broad stripe along the wings 3 middle of the outer web of the
quills with a narrow white margin ; forehead, crown, and lower part of the breast bright scarlet, passing into
white on the vent; svides, bill and feet blackish brown ; soles of the feet yellow.

The female, as is the case with the females of the other species, differs much from her mate in the
colouring of the plumage, which difference will be more clearly perceived in the accompanying illustration
than by the mosi minute description.

The Plate represents the two sexes of the natural size.
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PETROICA PH@ENICEA, Goud.

Flame-breasted Robin.

Petroica pheenicea, Go in Proc ; Gon Part IV ; : L -
pica phaniced, 30 1ld in Proc. of Zool. Soc,, Part IV. p. 105 ; and m Syn. Binds of Australia, Part 1.

Vax'Diemen’s Land and ihe sonth-gastern portion of the Australian continent constitute the natural habitar
of this species: in the former country it is very common, but in New South Wales and South Austealia it
1o not SO NUIMErous, and 15 very local. It is far less arboreal than the Petroica multivolor, civmg a decided
preference to open wastes and cleared lands pather than to the woods @ m many of its actions it much
resembles the Wheatears and other true Saxicoline birds, often selecting a large atm.u'. clod of earth or other
substance, on which to 1:L‘|‘!'h and show oll’ its flame-coloured ireast to the gpeatest advantace. As the
season of nidification nwnruzwiw.w it retires to the forests for the purpose of breeding, building its t'ul:ﬂlmpn-n]
nest in the chink of a tree, in the eleft of a rock, or any similar situation. It is a ver) familiar species,
secking rather than shunning the presence of man, and readily taking up its abode in his gardens, orchards,
and other eultivated arounds. It 1s to be found in the neighbourhood of Hobart Town at all scasons of the
year, and 1 have even taken tts nest (rom a shelving hank in the streets of the fown.

lts food consists of insects of various kinds, which are |1|"|||.L'1p;111}' p]'m'm‘v:! on the surface of the eround.

It has a pretty cheerful song, uttered somewhat low and inwardly the male generally sinos over or near
the female while she is sitting upon her eggs.

The nest, which 1s thick and warm, 18 formed of narrow strips and thread-like fibres of soft bark, matted
together with cobwebs and sometimes wool, and lined with hair and feathers, or ocepsionally with fine
hair-like grasses. The weneral colour of the egus 18 _grr:.t-n'la'h white, .H]Hlth'il and freckled with |nu'pﬁ'|~1| and
chestnut-brown much variety occurs in these markings, some assnming the form of laree bold irregular
spots and blotehes, while in others they are merely minute frockles 3 the eggs are three in number; their
medinm length nine lines, and breadth seven lines.

I have not yet satished m}'an' rn-ﬁiw{'tiug the changes which this :-';wt'it'a audergobs, or what time elapses
before 1t assumes the red garb; some individuals certainly breed while in the brown dress, and they may
ard singing while clothed in this combre-coloured plumage: the Petroica multicolor, on the

fI.'L‘l.iI.il'HJh' be he
as I have a -'pt-t-'mwu killed on the

contrary, would appear to obtain its red breast during the first antumn,

Sth of February with a fine red breast, while the colouring of the other parts of its plumage 1s indicative of

immaturity.
The male has the crown of the head and all the upper surface

teh of the same colour on the <houlders and the anterior
which are nearly all white ;

sooty grey, except @ «mall white spot
across the forchead, a % edeoes of the tertials
1sh black, except the onter feathers of the datter,
the second gail-feather on each side is also Linoe upper part of the throat sooty grey, the rest
s ee rich scarlet s under tail-coverts white : irides, bill and feet black.

. tertials and wing-coverts edwed with reddish

prilnul"l.ur: and tail-feathers gre)
.« with white

of the under surl
The female is uniform hrown above 3 wines dark brown;

apey ¢ tail brown the outer tail-feathers on each side almost wholly white 3 all the under <urface reddish

orey 3 irides, bill and feet black. 1

'i'iu- voung resembles the female, but has the centre of the feathers lighter, and the corners of the mouth

vellow ; bill and feet blackish brown.

The Plate represents ihe male, female and nest of the natural size.







PETRO ICA BICOL O R, Suwains.
Pied Robin.

Muscicapa cucullata, Lath. Ind. Orn. Supp., p. 517

Huoaded I-\"yrr:frf:r*r. Lath. Gen. Syn., Supp., vol. ii. p. 2237 and Gen. Hist., vol. vi. p. 216°
Petroica bicolor, Swains. 11l Zool., 2nd Ser., pl. 43 |

Jil-but. Aborizines of the mountain distriets of Western Aunstralia.

Goo-ba-mogin, Aborigines around Perth, Western Austrahia.
Black Robin of the Colonizts,

I+ we comsider the Pied Robins from Swan River and the north-west coast of Australia as identical with,
or mere varieties of, those killed in New South Wales, from which they differ only in being smaller in all their
admeasurements, then the range of the present bird will be very extensive, and in fact its llihill‘l'.ﬁil}ll over the
Australian continent almost universal.  The Petroica bicolor has never been forind in Van Diemen's Land, nor
s 1t lﬂ'l]lii-l’l]!lli.' that it proceeds s0 far south. It loves to dwell in the open parts of the country rather
than in the thick brushes. [ have always found it most numerous on such flats as were studded here and
there with large trees, among the lower branches of which, as well as on the eround immediately Leneath
them, it might be observed darting about for insects in the most bold and active manner; the jet-black
colonring of its upper surface, contrasted with the whiteness of the other parts; rendering it very conspi-
Cuols, ;un'{'tmlm'l}' wlien its wings and tail are displayed to their full extent,

Its food consists solely of insects of various kinds, 1r;u‘|iun]5u'l}' coleoptera and their larvae.

The breeding-season commences in September and continues during the four following months 3 in this
|w1'iu:1 two. broods at least are reared.  The nest, which is rather small and shallow, is formed of dried
FrASsSes, strips of bark and fibrous roots, bound together and lmrt!}' smoothed over with cobwebs, the
inside being lined with fine wire-like fibres, and generally a little wool at the bottom ; it is placed on the
dried branch of a amall tree, resting against the trunk, or in the fork of a fallen branch within two or three
feet of the ground. The eggs, which are three in mumber and of a rather lengthened form, are light olive
ereen without any spots or markings, but oceasionally washed with brown, pzn'lirul:u*l}' at the larger end ;
their mediam length ' ten lines and a half, and breadth seven lines and a hall.

This species possesses & simple call-note, s0 fecble and weak as only to be heard at the distance of a few
:-';u'{l.-a.

The male has the head, throat, neck, hack, rump, upper tail-coverts and the two centre tail-feathers deep
velvety-black ; the next tail-feather on each side black on the inuer web, white on the outer web, and largely
1i111_u-1i with black, the remainder of the tail-feathers white, largely 1];!|+rt! with black ; tllf‘i!lhi'l'ﬁ L':J\'t:l‘iflr_{ T}lL'
- isertion of the wing W hite: wings dull black, the secondaries edged with white 3 an oblique band of white
across all but the two first prim.'u'ius near their base ; under surface of the shoulder, breast, abdomen and
Simder tail-coverts white ; irides brownish black ; bill black ; feet blackish brown. _

The female has the upper curface dark brownish grey wings brown, u.'irh_ the oblique band less promi-
nent than in the male ; under surface light brownish grey, pussiug into wh.m-lnu the vent and urutl(:r tail-
coverts: tail brown, ihe lateral feathers white at the base, the white contmuing {0 pear the tp on the
oxternal web of the outer feather. . :
or leaving the nest s dark brown, with a stripe of light brown down the centre

The voung smmediately alt ‘ 3 o the
: yws and tail resembling those of the adult ; under surface like the

of each feather, the markings of the wn
upper, but hecoming white as i !rmn-u:l.-a towards the vent.

I .nch of the Curri] all.of the natural size.
The Plate represents the male and female on a branch of the Currnjong, all,of the n:
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PETROICA FUSCA, Goud.

Dusky Robin.

s unadorned species of Robin is very abundantly distributed over all those parts of Van Diemen's Land
that are suitable to its habits it gives 1:1‘1-1}-1'11;:1' to l'||i||'|:.'-I'||1|i|1-n':1 hills, and all such plains and low
grounds as are terile and covered here and there with thickets and stunted Lrushwood. In 1ts manners
and whole economy it closely assimilates to the Red-breasted Robins ; I frequently ohserved it sitting on the
stumps of dead and fallen trees, on the railings of inclosures, gardens and ofher similar sitmations. Its
food :lplu':ll'm! to consist solely of insects, which 1t swallows entire, even coleoptera of a large size.

Its nest. which is rather large andl of a '['lli!—.‘x'iiil.]ll‘, is formed of coarse fibrous roots, small twigs, strings of
bark and dried grasses intermixed with very fine hair-like fibrous roots, wool, and the soft seed-stalks of
mosses.  The size and form of the nest depend upon the nature of the <ituation chosen for a site 3 if a
ledge or fissure of a rock, it is much spread out, but with the inside and top very neatly finished ; the opening
measures on an average about two inches and a half, and the nest i« about one inch and a quarter in depth.

The eces, which are three or four in number, differ in colour from those of every other member of the
eenus, but more nearly assimilate in tint and markings to those of Petroica bicolor than of any other. They
are of a light greenish blue, freckled and spotted with minute indistinet markings of hrown 3 their medium
length is ten lines, and breadth seven and a half lines.

Although T have paid considerable attention to the distribution of this species, I have never been able 0

meet with it on the continent of Australia, or in any other country than Van Diemen’s Land : still I eannot

puwhirvl} assert that it 1s not an inhabitant of the Australian continent. [t is very numerous about Hobart
Town, both in the gulleys under Mount Wellington, and on the opposite side of the Derwent towards
Clarence Plains.

Its note is low and monotonous, without any !wrul?;sr character.

The sexes differ from all the other members of the genus ‘1 beine alike colour, and cannot ]H}.‘-‘-EI]JI}'
be distinguished without the aid of disseetion.

Head, and all the upper surface reddish brown tinged with olive ; wings and tail b
tail-feather on each side margined

FOW™ 3 priln:u'im anil

<ccondaries crossed by a narrow line of white at the basej the outer
externally, and at the tip with white 3 under surface ]mlv brown, lmaf-in-_{ into bufly white on the vent andl
under tail-coverts ; irides, bill and feet blackish brown.

The young 1s very dark brown above, <triated with deep bufl’s beneath mottled brown and buffy white;
the latter colour geeupying ihe centre of the feathers.

The Plate represents a male and two young birds of the natural size.
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PETROICA SUPL RCILIOSA, Gould.

White-eyebrowed Robin.

Petroica "-'."Irlra‘é';;;"r'!r.wr. Gould in Proc. of Zool. Soc., Part XIV. p. 106.

For our knowledge of this new 5i‘|t‘.ti(_‘:’~ of Petroica we are indebted to the researches of Mr. Gilbert, who
while n company with Dr. Leichardt, during his adventurous expedition from Moreton Bay to Port
Essington, discovered it in the 1|.L:'|_*__';h'|murhmzﬂ of the Burdekin Lakes towards the Gulf of Carpentaria.
The following remarks in Mr. Gilbert's Journal comprise all that is at present known respecting i—
«« May 1 fth. In a ramble with my gun [ shot a new bird, the actions of which assimilate to those of the
Petroice and the FEipsaltrie ; like the former it carries its tail very erect, but is more retiring in its habits
than those birds 3 on the other hand, its notes Lesemble those of the latter. 1t inhabits the dense jungle-
like \'t';_ft"rutiuu crowing beneath the shade of the fig-trees on the banks of the Burdekin., 1 cneceeded
prm'ur'lu:,;' two npt-cinmnﬁ».”

Hupi_‘rtﬁi:u‘}' stripe, throat, abdomen, ander surface of the shoulder, and the bhases of the primurivr: anil
secondaries white 3 lores, par-coverts, wing-coverts, and the pr'tm;lriv:c and secondaries for some distance
lw}'(md the white deep black ; all the upper sut
tail-feathers lall'gvl}' tippu:i with white 3 bill and feet black ; irides reddish brown.

face, wings and tail sooty brown; all but the, two central

The Plate represents the two sexes of the natural size.







DRYMODES B RUNNEOPYGILA, Gould

Serub Robin.
Drymodes brunne apyiyia, Gould in Proc. of Zool. Soc., Part ) 111, p. 170.

=

| piscoveren this singular bird in the great Murray Scrub in South Australia, where it was tolerably
abundant ; 1 have never seen it from any other part of the country, and it 1s doubtless confined to such
portions of Australia as are clothed with a similar character of vegetation. [t is a quiet and inactive
prlura, resortimg much to the ;_'ruuu:L over which and among the underwood and low stunted hushes it
passes with great ease; it appeared rarcly to take wing, but to depend for security upon 1ts dexterity in
lmm:inu away under the dense underwoorl of the most serubby parts; 1 have, however, oecasionally ob-
corved it to mount to the most elevated part of a low bush, and there pour forth a sharp monotonous
whistling note, not Very unlike that of some of the Pachycephatin sadeed it was its note that first
attracted my attention and led to its discovery. When on the oround, and sometimes when pvr:-]u-r! on a
twig, it elevates its tail considerably, but not 10 the extent of the Maluri.

This new form evidently belongs to ihe Saxicoline, and has many habits in comimon with the members of
the genus Petroica.

The sexes are alie in colouring, but the female 18 much smaller than her
Plate, resembles the immature Petroicas in the character of its plumage.

mate ; the young, @s will be

seen 1n the accompanying

Head and all the upper surface brown, ]m.uin
brown, the coverts and prhn;u"w.-: edged with dull white
all but the two middle feathers tipped with whife s
et blackish brown.

i into rufous brown on the upper tail-coverts ; WINES dark

prilmn'ir:- and secondaries crossed near the base

on their inmer webs with pure white ; tail vich brown,

ander surface _L‘;!'m.'i_mh hrown, ]m_'wr-in;: into bull on the under tail-coverts : irides, bill and fe

The Plate represents an adult male and a young bird of the natural size.
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EOPSALTRIA AU STRALIS.

Yellow-breasted Robin.

Muscicapa Ausiralis, Lath. Ind. Orn. Supp., p- b

Southern Motacilla, Matacilla Ausiralis, White's Journ., p!. in p. 289.

Southern Flycatcher, Lath. Gen. Syn. Supp., vol. ii. . 919.—Shaw, Gen. Zool., vol. x. p. 369.—Lath. Gen. Hist
vol. vi. p. 216, T

I’r':r:hy.r-np.ﬁ:r."{: Australis, Vig. and Horsf, in Linn. Trans., vol. xv. p. 242.

Museipeta, sp. 15, Muscicapa Australis, Less. Traité d'Orn., p. 3859,

I-.":i,r.u-m".frhr_f.?crr-imn'.’.?x, Swains. Class. of Birds, vol. i, p. 250.

e Australis, G. R. Gray, Last of Gen. of Birds, and edit. p. 45.

Yellow-breasted Thrush, Lewin, Rirds of New Holl., pl: 23.

}-f.l;aa-nfr;-ir: lzur.-'rn'.".-n Gould in Proc. of Z00l. Soc., Part V. p- 144. female ?

Vellow Robin, Colonists of New South Wales.

e

This is a very common species in all the brushes of New South Wales 3 I also observed it in most of the
gardens in the |‘|:_"|g'l|h:}|.whm_ul of Sydney, as well as in those of the cettlers in the interior. It is very
Robin-like in its actions, ]_1:11'!1['.l.i111r13-' in the habit of raising 1ts tail at the moment of pl-r::'lliu-_f, and 'n.1
the sprightly air with which it moves about. It is by no means shy, and may often he seen crossing the
carden walks, perching on some stump or railing, regardless of one’s presence, at which time the fine yellow
mark on its rump is very conspicuous. Its powers of flight are but feeble, and are seldom employed o do
more than enable -+ to flit from bush to bush or from tree to trec, in a peculiarly quict Robin-like manner ;
never Lliﬁ}!ll‘l}'il'tg‘ the restless activity of the Pardalotes, Acanthizas, and many other tribes of birds. [ts food
consists entirely of insects, which are more i"ruqu::uil}' taken on the ;'ruuud than on the trees.

It breeds in Suptcmhcr and October. The nest is @ beautiful, compact, rountl, L'I]!)-ﬁlliti}{td structure,
about three inches in diameter and an inch and a half deep, composed of narrow strips of bark, wiry fibrous
roots, and in some instances grasses j the outside held together with cobwebs, and .wlun"mg'l}' :-pmrkiml over
with mouse-eared lichen and small pieces of bark, hanging loosely about it ; the inside of the nest is ge-
nerally lined with leaves, but occasionally with pnrtimm of the broad blades of grasses.
; part of the brush, is a neat structure, and some-

It is wenerally

]ﬂncmi in the fork of some low tree in an open or exposed
|v resembles the bark of the tree upon which it 1s constructed, that it is almost iILIi}H*hil.]!('.

times s0 near
etive power of imitation with which the bird has been endowed.

to detect it, SO extraordinary i< the instin
The eggs are usually two in number, of a bright apple-green, 5]‘1!.‘('1-&".‘{1 and spotted all over with chestnut-
brown and blackish brown, the latter tmt bei

long by seven and a half lines broad.

jeratory, and so far as 1s known, is confin
. but the female is <omewhat smaller in size : the young on leaving the nest
milar to that of young Robins, but obtains the plumage of the

iy much less a;-:}u.upi:;ucm.-s than the former; they are pine lines

; o s & .nd eastern portiol of the country.
It is not m ed to the southern a 1d eastern poruon i b

The sexes arc alike in colour,
has the plumage streaked and spotted very S!
adult at an early pvriml.

Head and all the upper surface, wings and tail,
P wax-yellow ; irides, bill and feet black.

with the exception of the rump, very dark grey; chin

white ; all the under surface and rum

The figures are of the natural size.
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EOPSALTRIA GRISEOGULA RIS, Gould.
(h't:y-lu'uzlsiml Robin.

.ff,.-;J_.:r:Frr'm f,uj'i.-r-n_arra.hrrixu Gould in Proe. af Zool. Soe., Part V. p. 144 and in Syn. Birds of Australia, Part IV
Bam-hoore, Aborigines of the lowland districts of Western Australia. . ; >

|11|;‘1:w1 ol .nnl.' species r»;-lu-t-.-u-ntilu another, as they are frequently found to do, on opposite sides of large
:11111_m--1|1~, i< in mo instanee more clearly exemplified than in the two species of the wenus Fapsaltria in-
habitmg Australia, which, although closely allied in size, structurc and colouring, as well as in habits
andl economy, inhabit very different countries, one beine confined to the eastern, and the other to the western ;
puri'mu of the continent,

The f‘.‘-jl.'m'm'friu ::',-'E:.-r-u,g'rffr:r.".u ‘< abundant 1 every part of the colony of Swan River, nhabiting thickets
and all spots clothed with wt__'_'a:mtiuu of a brush-like character. In its actions,” says Mr. Gilbert, © this
bird is very like the Robins, being much on the ground, and when feeding constantly flying up and
pm-rhiuf__z on a small upriu"ln twie. It does not appear to be capable of great or continued exertion on the
wingr, as it 18 rarely seen to do more than flit from bush to bush. Its most common note much resembles
the very lengthened and 1:];1111riw SONg of the Estrelda bellaz, but differs from it in being a double note often
repeated 3 't also ntters a greal variety of single notes, and during the breeding-season pours forth a short
but acreeable song.

« The nest 1s very difficult to detect, the cituations chosen for it being the thickly wooded gum-forests of
the mountain districts and ihe mahogany forests of the lowlands ; from the forks of the vounger of these
trees a greal lmrllun of the bark generally hangs down i strips 3 and in the fork the bird generally makes
its nest of narrow strips of the bark hound together with cobwebs, while around the outside a qu:unil}' of
dangling pieces are :=11.-pvmh=:1. oiving it the exact appearance of other forks of the tree; the inside of the
nest has no other lining than a few pieces of bark laid across each other, or single dried leaf, large
enough to cover the bottom. It breeds n 5{*.11’;1-111!}111' and October,

Jengthened +y form than those of Fipsaltria Australis, and are of a wood-brown obscure

and lays two eggs, which are more
ly freckled with

}'v'lluwirch red, ten lines long by seven lines and a half broad.

«¢ 1ts stomach is musenlar, and its tood consists of msects of various kinds.”
The sexes arc 1:1'+.Ti.~c£'1}' similar in outward appearance.

It is stationary in Western Australia, but the extent of its range over the continent is not yet known.

u’. lead, ear-coverts, sides and back of the heck, and back grey throat and chest gre:.”mh

Crown of tl
s vellow ;. wings and tail areyish brown, the extreme

white ; abdomen, rump, Upper and under tail-coverts ricl

tips of the latter edged with white 3 bill dark horn-colour 3 rides very dark Feddish brown ; legs and feet

dark olive-brown.
The figures are male and female, of the natural size.
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ROPSALTRIA LEUCOGASTE R, Gould.
White-bellied Robin.

Eopsaliria leucogaster, Gould in Proc. of Zool. Soc., February 24, 18406.

=

Tune W hite-bellied Robin 18 & native of Western Australia, but is only to be met with in the hilly por-
tions of the country. Mr. Gilbert states that the first ﬁpc-rimcn he ]_1rm-ur{:r1 was killed on the Darling

range, near the gorge of the River ! Murray, at an clevation of about seven or eight hundred feet, and that

he afterwards met with it on the southern extremity of the same range, between Vasse and Aungusta, but

that he never observed it on the lower grounds between the mountain range and the coast. Like the other

species of the genus, it was constantly seen clinging to the bark of large upright trecs, OF traioht and small

stems, 11 search of its insect food. It 1s extremely quict and secluded ‘n its habits, 18 almost exe Jusively
confined to the IIL‘I"'h].!LHH]I.L]U{! of small mountain Streams, where scarcely any other sound 15 heard than
1 "LIILhH"’ of the water over the rocks, and on the slightest approac it imme
1g the thick scrub or brushwood. Its song very closely rese .mbles that of the Petroica.

t1mur'nhu .shaped spo! of black ; above the eye a faint line of erevish
eal tail-feathers

bill and

the |':]_1phuw ant diately

secretes its elf amot

Immediately hefore the eye a small
the head, all the upper surface, wings and tail dark slate-greys the late

white 3 crown of
inner webs; all the under surface white 3 irides dark brown;

largely t1ppml with white on their
feet black.

The Plate represents th
Aunstralia, a spec ies of Jremu*mu‘ﬁusf the distinctive a]

e bird of the natural size, on one of the heantiful and rare plants of Western

rerH:l.t'mn of which I have not been able to ascertaln.
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IIEFSI'III among H shes, whe * . : i | o
‘ v e IJ"I.'IH]'[[*-‘, W 1'!', 11 Ih( attention ol IEIL‘ IH-]'[! ht'l]l“’ L Trl."."-tl.'il h"l' Ih[‘ 'till} rent ’ t [ {
‘ H h i arent Imirgsion o E'I.llll'ﬂl(‘l'

of its own sex, it wi s attracted with ;
x, it will be attracted within the range of the gun: if the bird be hidden from view by tl
; : g om view by the
H 3 ] 1 T 'l i ‘
hrill whistle, will generally induce him to show himself for

oy

aay and sprightly air upon s [ 1
i by : Ly ehtly some neighbouring brane as
cortain the canse of the disturbance: advantaze must be adei b

mwrnumlmg lj'l:J[rotH, any ||]|ug|,|;l] -‘"I}IHHI, ns

an instant, by causing him to leap with a

alen of this circumstance immediately, or the next

So totally difl i :

- . iTerent is the shooting of this Bi i
actise - . : L is Bird to anvtinng
practised in Kurope, that the most expert shot would have anything

moment it may be halfeway down the gully.

but hittle chane . - -
L. : Jiance until well experience | the
seeuliar nature of the ¢ g e i i ' xperienced 0 HIC
}I o '1! ”Il! country and the habits of the bird. The Menura seldom, if ever, attempts to escape
w flight, but casily ¢ ndes pursuit by its extraord . WA 2 i - S04
‘*|1I'L'ir;lll'llH as th paked 1 !E | g et Xnorunany POnTr of running.  None are so efficient in obtaining
. L as 1t e ETal 5 . 5 <A nee * i s £
ived g lack, whose noiseless and gliding steps enable iim to steal upon 1t unheard and
anmercewved, and w 0o - I 1 o 3 : i :
| . and with a gun m liis hand he rarely allows it to escape, and in many instances he will even

kil it with his own weapons,

The [..:;1'Luhirf! to of a wandering disposition, and althoug CPE MBS s e A
.-1:11‘.E'|:~' t':aLt‘:m't'i\ in iL‘;'L'.f-:‘--]ilLf it from ulm* el ;:} li:v :]11;::1]'HIilﬁ‘il:l!F!I‘J::dhll:t }"‘.}'Ih o :;“”w lﬂ."?h. o vfm
whose steep and rugeed sides present no ohstacle to its 'll:hlr legs -n::.]ll M:]:v.jl-‘f:j ‘L“II HILL-j:l"]‘mm! ; ih'“ L'E"H‘ﬁ,
capable of 1!{';‘1‘urminu extraordinary leaps s and I have ,.H_ 2 _‘, ,pl _“ I.I Il1rtt-1.-l .:.r i111-_:|1.-"; s 050

: : \ s 3 ave heard it stated that 1t will spring ten feet perpen-
dicularly from the eround. 1t appears to he of solitary habits. as I have never seen more than a par
tocether, :1111? these only in a single instance 3 they were both males, .nd were chasing each other ‘min:nli
m:]i |.‘uul,:1%1w..-. |j:|L ‘..\11?.5_.;_”1;. rapidity, :1|1|1:Tr1~|11|:.' i ].n’i;u:;, “.:HI\--HH_-I" every now and then to utter their loud shrill
calls : while thus employed they carried the tail horizontally, as they always do when running quickly
throurh the bush, (hiat being the only 1:11.-hinu in which tlus great m":;m I:'IH‘I.hI he {'U]I'i'l"l-iil.']]”\'-il}"i'l'll' :l..1

-

such I‘.u'.‘u'-.._ ! !||:||!::; its ‘.1|:1r11x.' curious habits, the only one at all :|]bp1'u:u‘1ﬁu:f to those of the Gallmacea 1%
Ijh:” '-’|I1=H I.'.:I'-zl' 3 -l'.lillf.'l t‘~:u:u1r'm!hw'lku,‘u.hi:'h are constantly visited during the day, and upon which the male
is r.nrl.m:;-.‘!.l~ . .||| at the same time erecting and spreading out its tail in the most eraceful manner and
u‘.hl-r:u:-; 1:!--]-.;!'.': s eries, sometimes pouring forth his natural notes, at others mocking those of other birds,
and even the how line of the native dog or Dingo. The early morning : . evening are the peri
1 e S o arly morning nd the evening are the periods
[t way traly be said that all the beauty of this bird lies in the plumage of his tail, the new feathers of
which appear in February or Mareh, but do not attain their full beauty and |u-ril-t-11m|. antil Junes during
{his and the four qeceeding months it is in ‘s finest state; after this the feathers are gradually shed, to
be resumed again at the period above-stated. T am led to believe that they are all assumet ~11||u'|-r:1|u~u|l~'|~.',
by the fact of a native having hrought to my camp a specimen with a tail not more than six inches h::a;_'u
ile feathers of which were in embryo, and all of the same length. Upon reference to Ty journal 1 find
ihe following nofes npon the subject :—" Mar. 14, Liverpool range. Qoveral Memras Killed today : their
tails not so fine as they will be.”  © Oet. 95.—1 find this bird is now losing 1ts tail-feathers 3 and, judging
from appearances, they will be all shed in a fortnight.” I
Although upon one occasion I foreed ihis bird to take wing, it was merely for the purpose of descending
a eully, and 1 am led to believe that it seldom exerts this power anless under similar circumstances. It
is 1;1~.r1';;".|7i;u'1}' lﬁ.:u‘i'i;i'l to traversing the trunks of fullen trees, and i".'wpu'nl]:; attains a considerable altitude
i leaping from branch to branch. Intl:*pvu:h-;=1i}' of its loud full call, which may be heard reverberating
over the gullies to e distance of at least a quarter of a mile, it possesses an syward and varied song, the
lower notes of which can only be leard when you have suceessiully ;1m.~|‘n;u'1wd to within a few yards of
ihe bird during the time it is singing. This animated strain is frequently discontinued abruptly, and again

commenced with a low, sward, snapping noise, ending with an imitation of the loud and full note of the

g :u'L'rnnlr.m'ir[i with a tremulous motion of the tail.

Qatin Bird, and alway
dly of insects, ;u‘n‘th*ulur'l}' centipedes and coleoptera 3

The food of the Menura appears 10 consist principi
ils in the gizzard, which is very strong and muscular.

a perfect knowledge of the nidification of

the breeding-

[ also found the remains of shelled sna

[ recret that circumstances did not admit of my :l{-qniriu_r_n_'
this very sineular birdd; 1 never found the nest but once, and this unfortunately was after
season was over: but All those of whom I made inquiries respecting it, agreed in assuring me that it is
he ledge of a iu'njm'ﬁng rock, at the base of a tree, or on the top of
net in the brushes - formed me that he had once found a

¢ither placed on 1 a stump, but always
near the eround 3 and a cedar cutter whom 11

nest, which, to us¢ his own ﬁ'fil'ﬂ"l.:‘.‘i:"ii.il'l, was * built like that of a magpie, adding that it contained but
and that upon his visiting the nest acain some fime afterwards he found in it a nuwl.\'-hntchvd
helpless and destifute of the power
freckled with spots of red. The nest €
n the lu'nmhmut _puint of a rock, n a situation

one eu,
voung, which was of vision. The natives state that the ezgs are tWo
oung, wi 3! _

in number, of a light colour,
by my black r-.r.ul_z:m'um Natty, was Iﬂm‘ud 0

en by |!1}'.a'+:ii'_. and to which my attention

was drawn ! situ
quite secluded from ohservation hehind, but affording the bird a commanding view and easy retreat m front :
- was deep and shaped Iike a basin, and had the appearance of having been roofed ; was of a large size,
i o~ . ek 1 | o AEEN -
formed outwardly of sticks, and lined with the mner hark of trees
General phnui*'rv brown s arest the body, and the outer webs of the
eI H W ~ A

ind fibrous roots.

the secondary wine-feathers ne

remainder rich rufous brown: upper tail-coverts tineed with rufous 3 chin and front of the throat rufous,
i ] ¥

breeding-scason 3 a1l the under surface bre

Jish brown s under surface silver
thers fine rufous, crossedl by numerous hands,

L richer during the ywish ash-colour, becoming Imlur on the
much riche o th :

¥ ' 1 i Wy T H T B F . R
curface of the tail bla y grey,s becoming very dark on the ex

yvent 3 apper
1 web of the outer feather 3 the nne
o darker tint, Lut on close 11|.-|u-i:t'mu prove
ik : hill and nostrils black 3 srides blackis
blackish lead-colour 3 loors and feet black, the scales mealy.
The female differs in wanting the ~1ngu]aerl}' formed tail, an

¢ and less rilliantly coloured.
the two SexXes, hout half the patural size

e B ‘n-l
ternit r webs of these fies

which at first appear of
of the inner web and tips bl:

to be pcrl‘rctl}' transparent 3 the margin
L brown ; bare space round the eye

d in having the bare space round the eye less

extensiv
The Plate represents







PSOPHODES CREPITANS, Vig. and Horsf.

Coach-whip Bird.

Muscicapa crepitans, Lath. Ind. Orn. Supp., p- li.

Coach-whip Flycatcher, Lath. Gen. Syn. Supp., vol. i, p. 222.
Coach-whip Honey-eater, Lath. Gen. Hist., vol. iv. p. 187.

Psophodes crepitans, Vig. and Horsf. in Linn. Trans., vol. xv. p. 323
Djou, Aborigines of New South Wales.

gt .
s bird g | for 3 AACTIOUR .50 o :
: ril, s0 1 nowned for the .amg_{u'l:ml} of its note, 18 very abundant in many parts of New South Wales

k 4 L] - E = I-I - - - '
to which portion of the Australian continent it appears to be confined, as I have never met with it in col
leetions {from any e T ¥ . i o x i ' ;
i _ ] “I any nl:{:l part ol the country. It 15 to be found only in dense brushes, such as those at
Maitland, Ma - [lawarra, ¢ . cedar brushes of i ] it

; d, Ma umw_. Mawarra, and ihe cedar brushes of the Laver puul ranee 3 in fact, the localities that are
= 4 5 = = - .'. 1 - -
suitable to the Menura and the Wattled Talegalla, ave congenial to the habits of the Coach-whip Bird
x\'hi{-!‘u.nn-:w----;_' . of the former: : 7 AL . :
: h in some ‘h L'Hf 1~-n!n1:1tt‘ o Hu::r_u_ of the former; and the loud full note of this bird, ending sharply
like the eracking ol @ whip, with which the woods are constantly reverberating, up!murtd to me, although
very dissimilar, to be analogous to the peculiar call of the Menura; and I would further remark ‘rhat.u
ot resemblance 18 observable in the structure of the two birds.

e Coach-whip Bird 1s a shy and recluse species, for although its full notes indicate its presence, it
rarely exposes teelf to view, but gcncrnﬂ}' keeps in the midst of the densest foliage and among the thickest
climbing plants, i‘rv:iucuting alike those that have intertwined themselves with the branches of the tallest
and those that form almost ilnpmmtmhlc masses near the around, and through which it threads its

shrubs,
In these arboreal habits it less resembles Menura than n other parts of its

way with the utmost €asc.
economy. It 1S extremely animated and sprightly in Al its actions, raising 1ts cr
:.=111g this organ slightly raised, but never clevating it in the

est and aln‘mding its tail

.1 the most elegant manncr, oenerally carr
arotesque style of the Blue Wrens ( Maluri). These actions become CVE more animated during the

spring, when the males may often be seen chasing each other, ﬁ'wlnenth' stopping to pour out their notes

with great volubility, making the brushes ring for a considerable distance around them, and displaying them-
selves to the greatest advantage.

The food consists of insects of various kinds, obtained almost entire
stones, ln-cvisvl}' after the manner of the Menura.

ly from the i__rruund, and songht for

by seratching up ihe leaves and furning over the small

+ whistle, which must e heard to be anderstood, as it 1 impossible fo convey

lmlcpu:mh‘ntl}' of its ]mvul'm
an idea of it by words, 1t posse
The rounded form of the wings and
some authors to consider it to be allied to

<ses a low inward song of considerable melody.

graduated tail, as well as the <oftness of the feathers of the
the Bush Shrikes of America {_T?frmmujjﬁéﬁj; but the
totally devoid of the potch on both the mandibles,

back, have

induced
structure of its bill, which is so essentially different, heing
must have been overlooked, and in no one of its habits or

The sexes are m ach alike in colour, but may be readily distinguished by the more obscure plumage, and
e of the first year are of a much browner hne, a character of plumage
| I regret to say I know nothing, although 1 paid

actions does it assimilate to those birds.

- size of the female. The you
place to the adult livery.
myself, and offered rewards for it

lesse
that soon gIves
areat attention to the subject

Of 1ts nidification
s nest and eggs, and for any information

respecting them. ' .
The male has the head, ear-coverts, chin and breast black ; a large patch of white on each side of the
neck, all the upper surface, Wings, flanks, and base of the tail-feathers olive-green ; the remaining portion
k, the three lateral feathers on cach side tipped with white ; under surface olive-
¥ . #
abdomen tipped with white, and forming 2 conspicuous

and base of the tongue black ; feet reddish

of the tail-feathers blac
the feathers on the centre of the

bhrown, some of
bill, inside and ouf,

irregular patelis irides brownish red s
bhrown.

The Plate represents the male and female
rushes of the Hunter, with the scientif

h of a plant grnwing abundantly

of the natural size, on the brane
inted, but which is called the

[ hich 1 ¢ acqua
in the b ¢ name of which 1 am notacq

Cherry by the colonists.






PSOPHODES NIGROGULA RIS, Gouud.

Black-throated Psophodes.

Psophodes -‘“',“_If'”_-’Ii-"'f-'r'i'f. Gould in Proe. of Zool. Soc., January 23, 1844,

Tue addition of a second species to the genus Psophodes will be hailed with pleasure by every one
who makes the science of ornithology a matter of study; nor will its discovery be a nnhi,u{*'; of nn'rirri.w_
to us, as it is only another Mlustration of that beautiful law of representation which is conspicuously
carried out in Australia. The habitat of the present bird will doubtless be hereafter found to be as
strictly confined to the western part of the continent as that of the L. erepitans is to the eastern. As vet
only a single example has reached me, and in all |}1'n1mh'|'|ir:.-' no other specimen has ever fallen by the gun
of any sdividual, It is to Mr. Gilbert’s perseverance that science is indebted for the knowledge of this
new bird, and his notes which accompanied the specimen (a male) I here transcribe :—* [nhabits thickets of
a small species of Leptospermuin growing among the sand-hills which run parallel with and adjacent to the
beach. It utters a peculiar harsh and grating song which it is quite impossible to describe, and which 1s so
different from that of every other bird I ever heard or am acquainted with, that 1 shall have no difficulty in
recognizing it again wherever I may hear it. [ Leard it for the first time, together with the notes of many
other birds equally strange to me, i the vicinity of the Wongan Hills a fow weeks back, but could not
then obtamn a sicht of the bird, although 1 knew from its singular and never to be mistaken note that it
was only a few yards from me.”

Plumage of the upper surface olive ; under surface ashy, passing into brown on the
tail light olive-brown, the four lateral feathers crossed near

flanks and white on

the centre of the abdomen; primaries brown
v with a band of black, and tipped with white ; throat deep black, with
mdible, just within the black; bill dark horn-colours; irides dark brown; feet

the extremif a stripe of white from

the angle of the lower mi

dark horn-colour.
The figures are of the natural size.







1

W I} Y ™ 1 f B B i
SPHENOST OMA CRISTA' UM, Goud
Crested Wedge-bill.

Sphenostoma evistatum, Gould in Proe. of Zoal. so¢., Part V. p. 150,—1Ih. Svn. Hirds of Australia. Part IV,

NEVERA] years have now elapsed since I published the characters of this bird m the ¢ Zoolozical Pro-

ceedings,” and a fizure of the head n my ¢ Synopsis.” I I had little or nothing to communicate respecting
its history at that time, 1 regret to say that the interval has not added to my knowledge of the subject.
The specimen from which my r|:~-':'|"|p!'|:m antl fivure were urEs;‘irmf]_r taken was a female s snd although the
male differs but little in its outward appearance, still the rather more produced form of the hill supplics
i !u'}' as to what tribe of birds it appears to be most nearly allied, that of Psophaodes ; at the same time it
must be admitted, that the aflinity is somewhat remote, and it may be that my conelusions are not well
founded : a knowledee of its habits will materially assist in clearing up this point.

[t 1s an inhabitant of the low ﬂ{']‘Hhh}' trees and Polygonum bushes which stud the hot plains of the
interior of Australia, particularly those on the borders of the Lachlan and Darling : Mr. Charles Coxen has
also killed it on the Lower Namoi, but could tell me nothing of its habits. Whether it has any kind of
loud sharp whistle analozous to that of the Coach-whip-bird ( Psoplodes crepitans), or if it has the same shy
disposition, it would be interesting to ascertain; and to these points, as well as to all other details connected
with its h]r-:ur_n.', [ would call the attention of those who may visit the interior, or may otherwise be favour-
ably situated for observing them. The sombre tints of the bird are very like the colour of the earth of the
plains it inhabits ; and when the nature of its food shall have heen ascertamed, its wedge-shaped bill will
doubtless be found admirably adapted for procuring it.

General plumage brown, lighter beneath ; chin and centre of the abdomen areyish white; wings dark
brown, edeed with pale brown, the fourth and fifil; primaries conspicuously margined with white ; four
centre tatl-feathers dark brown, indistinetly barred with a still darker hue : the remainder brownish black,
largely tipped with white; bill blackish brown : feet lead-colour.

The Geures are of the natural size.
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MALURUS CYANEUS, 7ieu.
Blue Wren.

Sylvia eyanea, Lath. Ind. Orn., vol. u. p. 245.
Matacilla eyanea, Gmel, Syst. Nat., vol. i. p. 991.
———— superba, Shaw, Nat. Mise., pl. 10.
Superb Warbler, Shaw in White's Voy., pl. in p. 256, upp. fie.—1Ih. Gen. Zool., vol. x. p. 75 58 ;
Mist., vol. vii. p. 117, but not the plate. y g S
Malurus eyanens, Vieill. Gal. des Qis., p. 265. pl. 163.— Vie. and Horsf, in Linn. Trans.. ve L. x 24 Tard
. - and Selb, 1L Ormn., vol. i. pl. 72. fir, 3.— Gould, Svyn. Birds of Australia “l":f""hl R
Superh Warbler, Biue Wren. ete., of the colonists. | 1

:-]:”:_J:i :::‘,:1:-::'1-:1;:__'-?'1:-1:1 L]”‘“:: !:Eli"!:u;;: Htlr L-.i;"m _-'lfm’u.r'j*.f..w, the !rE'E'hl‘I!TI H}ﬂ'l‘il‘ﬂ 18 .”"‘,”m“"' known, being that
SHES e Vg ] South Wales, under the name of Superb Warbler, a term by which ithe

Wigpoless ! served it to be equally numerous oh the plains ol e interior to the northward ;
hit jhnu ar 1ts range may extend in that direction, can only be determined when those parts of 1'Iu.-
:-urnnu‘-m <hall have been fully t‘.\'_]!hjl'l._‘ll, [ also killed siw.{"lnwua' i South Australia, which I then believed
1u_hv identical with the present bird ; but on comparison since my return, 1 find them to be more nearly
allied to the Malurus longicaudus, at the same time possessing characters different from either; a 1'11r:lu-':-
knowledee of the Sonth Australian bird is therefore necessary, hefore 1 can dotermine to which it s
referable, or if it may not be distinet from both.

The kind of country to which the Melurus eyancus aives 1:1'1-1‘n_'.|'-:“|1r:_~ is of a wild and sterile character,
thinly covered with low scrubby brushwood, especially localities of this description Gtuated near the borders
of rivers and ravines. During the months of winter it associates in small troops, of from six to cieht m
number, in'ulmhl}' the brood of a single pair it is of a very wandering disposition, and although never
migrating to any great distance, is continually traversing the district in which 1t was hred, retiring al
night-fall to roost in the accustomed haunt. At this pm'in:l of the year the plumage of the sexes 15 s0
nearly alike, that a minute examination 1s rvquisilv to distinguish them, and henee has risen the -up|m~itiun
that there was but one male to several females. The old males, however, have at all seasons the bill black,
whereas the young males during the first year, and the females, have this orzan always brown the tail-
feathers also, which with the prhnm‘ius are only moulted once a year, arc of a deeper blue ‘1 the male than in
(he other sex.  As spring advances they separate nto pairs, the ale undergoing a total transformation, not
only in the colour, but also in the texture of its plumage 3 indeed, a more astonishing change can scarcely
be 'nnu_g"mun\, its plain and unassuming oarh beine thrown off for a few months and another assumed, which
nt beauty is hardly .'311I'|]"<1.‘-'~:-'~l:l1 by any of the feathered race, certainly by none but the Hum-

for 1‘v~.~'ph*11:h-
nor is the change confined to the plumage alone, but extends also to

ming-birds and Cotingas of America :

its habits 3 1n fact, its whole character and nature appear to have received a new impulse 3 ihe little creature

1
now displaying great vivacity, 1n'mu\1}.-' showing off its gorgeous attire to the utmost advantage, and pouring
asingly, until the female has {':_unph*h.'ll her task of incubation, and the craving

out 1ts animated song unce
une call forth a new feeling, and give its energies a new direction.

appetites of 1ts newly-hatched yo
u‘:;ih‘-ndurnm\ plumage of the male is only assumed during the sunmer

After satisfying 11|}'5::H' that the
wes take place, and I found that the adult

| endeavoured 1o ascertain at whiat pvrlmly these cha

=S 0n,
and to throw it off agamn for their winter oarh

ly hegin to assume their blue dress in March,

males general
r !mriu{ii:-ui chanze .~'-'|1uuhu|wr.m~_~!}', otill individuals

in August ; but although the greater pumber undergo the
v occasionally be met with in their brilliant plumage even in th
caused them to retain 1t later than usual, or having ‘nduced them to assume it at a

: I :11:1:11: of winter, owing to some 1u=ruli:nr
1k c

cireumstance having

much earlier pvriml, !
bird can be more tame and Faniliar, frequenting the gardens and shrub-
beries of the <ettler, and 'rmppinu: about their houses as if desirous to court, rather than shun, the presence

| with his summer plumage, becomes

During the winter months no

- <l and retiring, appearing
of man; but ihe male, when adornet more shy and retinng, appearing




to have an instinctive consciousness of the danger to which his beauty subjects him ; nevertheless they will
|~I'l.*l|1|.|'l'|I1:|.' butld their Little nest and rear their young in the most populous places. Several broods are reared
annually in the Botanie Garden at Sydney, and I saw a pair busily employed in constructing their nest in a
tree close to the door of the Colomal Seeretary’s Office in that town. The short and rounded wing
ill[‘i]ili!l.'.lh"ltl‘h it for protracted flicht, but the amazing facility with which it is enabled to pass over the
surface of the ground fully compensates for this deficiency : this mode of progression is scarcely to be
called running, but is rather a succession of bounding hops, performed with great rapidity : while thus,
employed its tail is carried perpendicularly or thrown forward over the back ; in fact, except during flight,
this organ is rarely, if ever, carried imrim]|lu!l}'.

The breeding-season continues from September to January, during which period at least two, if not
three, broods are reared : the young of one being searcely old enough to provide for themselves, before
the female again commences laying : independently of rearing her own young, she is also the foster-parent
of the Bronze Cuckoo (Chaleites lucidus), a single egg of which species is frequently found deposited n
her nest 3 but by what means, is, as in the case of the European Cuckoo, unknown.

The nest, which is dome-shaped, with a small hole at the side for an entrance, is eencrally constructed of
orasses, lined with feathers or hair: the site chosen for its erection is usually near the ground, n a
cecluded bush. tuft of erass, or under the shelter of a bank.  The eggs are generally four in number, of a
delicate flesh-white, sprinkled with spots and blotches of reddish brown, which are more abundant, and
form an irreeular zone at the larger extremity : they are eight lines long by five and a hialf broad.

The song is a hurried strain impossible to describe, but somewhat resembling that of the Wren of
Kurope, o bird to which the Muluri also assimilate in many of their LEI;L'HH!!-h.

The stomach is muscular, and the food consists of insects of various kinds, collected on the ground, the
trunks of fallen trees, ete.

The male in summer has the crown of the head, ear-coverts and a lunar-shaped mark on the upper pu‘rt
of the back light metallic blue; lores, line over the eye, occiput, h['-’1l}ll|2l.1"l.:_"-', h;u;:l{, rump and u]:|u:r tail-
coverts velvety black ; throat and chest bluish black, bounded below by a band of velvety black ; 1TEH| :ltrt-ln
blue, imlir;lim:ih- barred with a darker hue and finely tipped with white ; wings brown ; under surface bufly
white, tinged with blue on the flanks ; irides blackish brown ; bill black ; feet brown. : ] 1

The female has the lores and a circle surrounding the eye reddish brown ; upper surface, wings and tail
brown : under surface brownish white ; bill reddish brown 3 feet fleshy jtn-i_n-.-n. o e SN

The Plate represents two males and a female with the nest, the former engaged i feeding a young

Cuckoo.
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MALUR US LONGICA UDUS, Gouwd
Long-tailed Wren.

Malurus longicaudus, Gould in Proe. of Zool. Soc., Part V. p. 148

= : .
s .H!utru--; 1n|.1p-..., <0 L||-L'|'Il"|‘i'|l. o resemblanee to the Superb Warbler (M. eyaneus), that some ornithologists
may still be nﬁu*huurl to consider it identieal with that species; there are, however, differences in their
characters which 1 find to be constant, and which are, [ think, of sufficient importance to justify their being
separated. The examination of greal numbers of specimens enables me to affirm that l:lll' pr.r-\:-m .-p:-=~1::
]ii.l..‘-'u the blue markings mueh more infense, is superior in size, and has a much longer tail.  If the larger
|Illf'll:~' had been inhabitants of a warmer climate, where insect food is more abundant, it would have per-
mitted the supposition that temperature lhad had some influence in effecting this difference hut as ex-
actly the reverse '« the case, 1 have been strengthened in my opinion of their beine distinet, and have
accordingly given it a name; that of longicaudus appearing to me the most appropriate, as at once distin-
:._!:nluhinl_: it from the Malurus cijaneis, in which that organ '« much shorter. It is so universally :1'|~|:L'r~1-{i
over Van Diemen’s Land, as well as the islands in Bass's Straits, that to particularize any onc .]n:m of the
e former island where 1t < found more than another would be vain, since it is present i every gully, and
every other place where low scrubby bushes and underwood are to be met with: T have also rm-r.h-wi a
single .alw{'luu:u in its winter dress from Kangaroo [sland, which I believe ' referable to this species.
Active and cheerful, and 1m.~=..-'-{1.-;.a"|ur_" o sweet warbling song, the present bird is as much a favourite in Van
Diemen's Land as the t'?uperh Warbler is in New Sonth Wales, and, like its congener, in the winter season
it is cqually tame and familiar. It is subject to the same changes of plumage, and its whole economy is s0
<imilar as to render a separate description unnecessary- It nestis also similarly construeted, but is rather
of a larger sizes if is usually composed of grasses and leaves warmly lined with feathers, and in some
instances with the fur of the Kangaroo and Opossum 3 and phu'l-{l cither in a small bush near the erounil,
. or artfully built in a tuft of grass. The scason of n-prmhmiuu commences in August and lasts until
January, during which time two or three broods are reared. Like the M. eyaneus, 1t is also the foster-parent
of the Bronze Cuckoo (Chalcites lucidus). 'The eggs, which bear a similar character, but }:rnpq_nrlinn:m-!y
larger than those of the M. cyancus, arc four or five in number, of a flesh-white, blotched and spotted with

markings of reddish brown, purriuul;n'h' at the larger end, where they form an irregular zone : they are

nearly nine lines long by six and a quarter hroad.
The long legs of this Hi'lL‘(."it‘ﬁ admirably adapts it for the groun, and for traversing the fallen trunks of
trees, along which, with tail erect, it passes with the utmost

nong the low trees and bushes, the male often celecting a small

activity ¢ it is also frequently to be ‘observed
o prmnhu-ni bare twig, whereon to perch
and warble forth his animated song.

Its food consists of msects of various kinds, which are g’{‘!!l.‘l':l.ﬂ}' taken on the ground : the stomach 1s

in orains of small sand intermingled with its natural food.

mitscular, and was frequently found to conta
a broad lunar-shaped mark on the upper

The male in summer has the crown of the head, ear-coverts and
part of the back metallic blue s lores, line over the eye, Jeciput, .-_:t'ﬂlul\:u'ivr-', back, rump, and upper tail-
Ivety black: thiroat and chest bluish black, bounded below by a band of velvety black ; tail dark
: arker hue and finely ti|1pml with white 3 winegs browns under surface bufly
bill black ; feet brown.

reddish brown; upper surface, wings and tail

coverts ve
blue, indistinetly barred with a d
white, tinged with blue on the flanks ; irides blackish hrown;
. The female has the lores and

brown 3 under curfice hrownish white s

a circle «yrrounding the eye
bill reddish brown s feet fleshy brown.
The figures are of the natural size.

The beautiful Creeper introduced into the Plate is the Billardicra fongiffora.







MALURUS MELAN OTUS, Gowd.

Black-backed Wren.

Malurus melanalins, Gould in Proceedings of Zool. Soc., November 10, 1840,

Tue only place in which 1 observed this extremely rare species was ihe Belts of the Murray in South
Australiag but alihough it was there tolerably abundant, it was so extremely shy andl I'!.lhTI‘Ilﬂt‘l-lL that the
few specimens in my collection, and which in all prnhnhility are the only examples in Europe, were obtained
with the greatest difficulty. It was most f]'{_*tpwnt'l}' ohserved on the around, il'rl!'TiL‘IllElﬂ!.' in the small open
lades and little plains by which the outer belt of this vast serub is diversified.  The period of my visit

:-unsa-:pwn'll}' the specimens I collected were all out of colour, or more ]n'niwr]v speaking,

i
b
was in winter,

d of the rich blue and black plumage of summer, in which state a single wp:'{'hu:-u has been forwarded

to me by one of the party that :u-umuputnit-d His Excellency Colonel Gawler and 'L':Lptuiu Sturt. when those
e Murray in 1839. It is a most interesting species, snasmuch as it possesses characters
n the M. eyaneus and M. .\'J.'r.!"r.'w."r-n.t having the blue belly andl :'unaplrnman pm-tn]-:ll band

black back of the former ; from both, however, it differs in the length of its toes,

diveste

_:;'rnllvnwn visited th
intermediate betwee
of the latter and the
which are much shorter than those of its near allies
its habits and actions 5 for while the othiers run over
this power 3 hence arose the great difficulty of procuring

this diflerence in structure exerts a t'-'||‘r:'-!|mu|i||-_5
ifluence upon the ground with great facility, the
Black-backed Wren far exceeds them in
:-:p:*{'humm. Instead of exerting any power of flight, they effected their escape by the extraordinary manner
with which they tripped over the small openings and through the serub, each troop appearing to have a
this shyness was rather remarkable, since [ and my

leader, and keeping just beyond the range of the gun:
the Chestnut-backed Ground

party were pruhalhh’ the only white persons they had ever encountered 3 like

Thrush, they would appea

The male m swmmer lias the crown of the
autiful metallic blue ; ear-coverts V€
k velvety black 3 external margins of
and slightly 1'|.ppmi with white 3 bill black ; irides

r to have an instinetive dread of man.
head, chin, throat, abdomen, upper part of the back, upper
and under tail-coverts be rditer-blue 3 lores, back of the neck, band
across the breast and lower part of the bac all the wing-feathers green 3
tail bluish green, indistinctly barred with a darker tint,
and legs blackish brown.

the lores and circle surrounding he eve reddish brown ; all the upper surface brown 3

The female has

ander surface brownish white 3 wher slightly tipped with white 5 bill

wings brown; tail ereen, each fe
reddish brown 3 feet brown.
The male in winter has the bill black, like the M. eyaneus.

The feure is that of a male and {female of e natural size.
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MALURUS SP LENDEN S.
Banded Wren.

Saxicola ."'Jr:llrl':'”-f;F.'L\'_, Quoy et Gaim., Yoy, de 1" Astrol., Zool., tom. i, p. 107, bl. 10, . 1.

Malurus I"F-"-'"r"”’fflﬂ Gould in Proc. of Zool. Soc., Part I. I 103,
“j”"‘.l':""'r‘if” af the Aborizines of the lowland, and Jeer-jal of

; ihe Aborirines of the mountain districts of
Western Australia.

s n]uwil'« may very jll.hl].}.' be considered as more FOrEeOus andl I'E"\'llll'lllh"lll than any other of 1ts race,
its whole plumage sparkling with beautiful shining metallic lustres, heyond the power of our pencil to
imitate in a drawing. At the time 1 gave a disseription of (his little beauty, in 1837, [ was totally unaware
that it had been ||n'm'|.nu.-!|}' puhl'l_u]u-d i France, and T am eratified that an nmmrmnily is now afforded me
(p correct my error, nd to figure it under the very appropriate specific iiile conferred upon it by Messrs.
Quoy and Gaimard.

The Malirus splendens < an inhabitant of the westeri coast of Australia; but over what extent of country
it may rangce eannot be ascertained, until the further progress of :,{Llu;{r:-lp'llh:::l research in this portion of
Australia enables us to solve the problem. It is, I believe, very generally distributed over the Swan River
cettlement, where [ am informed it inhabits serubby places and underwood, sallying forth over the more
dry and open forest during the day, and choosing, as Mr. Gilbert thinks, swampy places to roost 1n 3 at
least he observed it returning to cnell situations in areat numbers ‘1 the evening just before dark s and he
moreover states, that not more than two males, or rather birds in colour, were ahserved to five females, or
hirds in the brown plumage ; for, like the other members of the genus, the gorgeous colouring is only
seasonal.

lts song very nearly resembles that of ihe Van Diemen’s Land species, M. longicaudus. [t hreeds in
5{*]1tt-mhﬂ' and the three following months : the nest is constructed of dried, soft grasses, and hned either
with hair, wool or feathers, is of a dome-shape, the cover of the top resembling the peak of a cap, and 18
about six or eight inches in height : the eggs are generally four in number, of flesh-white, thickly Blotehed
and freckled with reddish brown, v.alwrl:ﬂly at the larger end ;. eight and a quarter lines long by six and @
quarter lines broad. The cituation of the nes! is much varied, bheing sometimes built among the hanging
clusters of the stinkwood tree, at others among the upright reeds growing just above the water's edge on
the borders of lakes and the hanks of rivers.

The stomach:is muscular, and 1ts food consists of “nsects of various kinds.

The male in its summer dress has the crown of the head, back, .nrupu'l:wh-.c, and upper tail-coverts deep
metallic blues ear-coverts verditer-blue; throat and all ihe under surface deep shining violet-blue 3 hfru.ﬂ,
r|'u:.~'-vi.111[-.~'h;!1w:l mark across the chest and back of the neck deep 1'L*1~.'n;'t~'|.r1:wk 3 external edges :}: Thu
wing-feathers areen 3 tail ereenish blue, indistinetly harred with a darker tint; bill black ; eyes an feet
blackish brown.

i i » pves redd M1 CTOW + hve head and all the
The female has the bill, lores and circle round the eyes reddish brown 3 crown of the head : i

A (terns e of the wing-feathers Jiehtly tinged with ereen; tall as in the
upper surface brown ;3 the extel nal margins of the wing-feathers sHgIH @ .

male, but ]J;Lh'r. anil slightly timw['l with white.

The Plate represents @ male and fomale of the patural s1ze.
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Graceful Wren.
Mualurus rf.i‘rlr,r.n'n.w~ Gould, Birds of Australia, Part 1. Aug. 1837.
\ -‘i!}m‘-jm'ﬂ'—lr.'u, Aborizines of the lowland distriets of Western Australia.
.-
Tius is not only the largest h]![l{'iL“ﬁ of the genus yet discovered, but may be considered as one of the most
beautiful and elegant of its race : the delicate verditer-blue of the centre of the back, and the lareer size and
more spatulate form of its tail-feathers, at once distinguish it from Malurus Lamberti, the species to which it
-« most nearly allied, Tt +< an inhabitant of the western coast of Australia ; all the specimens I possess were
.I ; colleeted at Swan River, where it is tolerably abundant.  Mr. Gilbert states, that although in its economy
it very closely cosembles M. splendens, it nevertheless differs from that species in the naturc of the 1I3{‘i!rlii{'.?-
it frequents, which are nsually swampy situations, while 47 splendens 1 more generally spread over all parts
of the country. It is also said to differ slightly in its song, in commencing with one distinet note and then
'. sineing 1:!‘4:L'i~'~L‘1:-.' like the former.
ot The nest, which is neither characterized by neatness nor compactness, is dome-shaped, with a hole in the
side for an entrance, and 18 j.{c!m-r;nﬂj' formed of the thin 11:L1n;=1'-11k{* bark of the Tea-trec ( Melulewea), and
lined with feathers: it is also usually :.eu.v-l}vn{lml to the foliage of this tree, and occasionally to that of other
JQirubs which grow n its favourite localifics. The eggs are four in pumber, of a delicate flesh-white
I freckled with spots of reddish brown, which are much ihicker at the larger end 3 they are about eizhi
lines long and six lines broad. The breeding-season commences in September and continues during the
h' three following months.
The food consists of insects.
law relative to the seasonal change of plumage as the Malurus cyancis,

subject to the same

The males are
rs of the group.

and the other membe

The male has the forehead,
back light verditer-blue 3 scapularies chestnut 3
black, the throat in certain lights tinged with blue s
dull bluish-green, crossed by numerous ndistinet bars,
. with white s bill black 3 eyes and feet blackish brown.
1s all the upper surface and wines brown ; throat and under surf
11, and devoid of the white at the extremity of the feathers;
otween the bill and eyes reddish brown
al size, on the Isopogon alternatus.

\ verditer-blue 3 cenir€ of the

of the face and oceiput ricl
rump deep velvety

hack of the neck and

abdomen and unde

par-coverts, sides
throat, chest,
wings hrown ¢ tail-coverts buffy
white ; tail seen only in some puaitin_ms, and very
Slightly tippe
The female hi
but more du
space b
f the natur

ace buff-white 3 fail as 1o
the male pill dull reddish brown,
lichter bheneath : leas hrown.

The figures arc

. 2
3‘3 i
- .
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MALURUS PULCHER RIMUS, Gould.

Beautiful Wren.

Malurus ‘Jlri.lri'hh'r';r.'.lln',i. Gould in Proc. of Fool. Soc., Part XII. p. 106.

A aong beautiful “rd than the present species, which must be regarded as the representative in Western
Australia of the Malurus Lamberti, can scarcely be imagined. It is moreover an evidence that this hitherto

unexplored portion of the country is not less rich in interesting 1n'mluct1u|15 than are those parts which

have been much longer known to Us.
The Mualurus }uafﬂfu‘;'rémus is very near

ng the throat and breast of a rich deep blue instead of black.

csearches of Mr. Gilbert, who informs me that

ly allied to the M. Lamberti, but is of a larger size, and also differs

from that species in havi
For a knowledge of this species I am indebted to the r

«“ it appears to be exclusively confined to the thickets of the interior of Western Australia g in habits and

nanners it greatly resembles the other me
A nest found on the 98th of October, in the vicinity of the Wongan Hills, was placed on
a species of Halcea about four feet from the ground; it contained two newly-laid
species of the genus, but had ihe blotches very much larger.”

cither of them.
the upper branches of

erws, which resembled those of the other
Crown of the head and a broad band across the centre of the back rich glossy violet-blue 3 space sur-

rounding the eye and the ear-coverts verditer-blue 3 throat intense indigo-blue, bounded below by an indi-
stinet band of black ; lores, collar surrounding ihe back of the neck, and the lower part of the back, deep
x'cl\-ot}'hluck ; 5c;1pulariea chestnut 3 wings brown ; tail dull _'_=;ru[~nial: blue, indistinetly barred with a darker
tint and slightly tipped with white 3 abdomen and under tail-coverts white 3 bill and feet black ; irides dark

hrown.

The figures repres of the natural size.

ent two males and a female

mbers of the genus, but its nest is somewhat <maller than that of
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MALURUS L AMBERTI, Fig. and Horsf-
Lambert's Wren.

Malurus Lamberti, Vig. sf. in Li Trans., v 4 ' )
mberti, Vig. and Horsl. m Linn. Trans., vol. xv. p. 991.—Jard. and Selb., 1. Orn., vol. ii. pl. 72. fig. 2.

_Gould, Syn, Birds of Australia, Part I.
Superh 1 arbler. White's Jowrn., pl. in p. 256, low. iig.—l’hlﬂlpm Voy., pl. in p- 157, male.

Variegated Warbler. Lewin, Birds of New Holl., pl. xv-

18 .fqm:'i[r.-a. ranges over a greater extent

local than A E‘j‘frf.?.'r:-’-’.'i,ih
hbourhood of the

ew South Wales, the interior in the neig
forming part of an interesting

Arrnoucn far less common and much more
bitant of most parts of N [
whenee 1 receivel ceveral spdcimens,
tolerably abundant on the Namoi, where it was some-

of country, being an inh:
Namoi and the north-west coast,
collection kindly sent me by Mr. Dring.
tfimes associated with its congener M. cyaneus.

In New South Wales the nvﬁghhc}urhumi of Bo
near Sydney, and even in the sma
killed on the lawn in front
all sides by houses.

I found it
tany Bay is one of 1ts most favourite resorts, and il 18
Il cardens within the town. A beautiful qu-r'um-u in
of that establishment, whic
It does not jnhabit Van Diemen’s Land, nor
have | received it

oceasionally seen

the Muscum of this place was 1y is situated within the
prvuhwlx of the town, and surrounded on
did T observe it in South Australia, or hear
y of Swan River.

lor is a species with which we have
+ of Malurus cyaneis bt the only .iilt'l.'.l.t'ﬁ
Lkings is the M. clegans of Western Austra

of its ever having been seen there, neither

from the colon

Lambert’s Superb Warb heine ficured m the
y New South Wales as a variet)
i colour of its mal

bheen long :u-qu;l'nnlv[!.
early voyages with which 1t at all
: assimilates 10 the {1ia-'pu.-'151n1|. al lia, of which

it forms a beantiful analogue on the

This 1s one of the
nidification, the number and
Its food is insects of

castern coast.

Australia of which 1 was not able to find the nests; but 1ts

oW common birds of
v similar to those of the

egws, are doubtless ver

1 colour of 1ts
sourht for on the ground, over

changes of plumage,
arious kinds, which are

other members of its famly.
which 1t runs witl

The male has the
throat, breast, €

and oceiput and centre of the back beautiful

¢ back and rump black s
cenish blue, indistinctly

y areat facility.
forehead, ear-coverts, cides of the head
rescent ACToss the upper part of th
he flanks ; tail dull gr

ringed with hrown on
bill black ; eyes and feet dark brown.

ace much paler; tail-feathers ¢

.-a{'u]nﬂurifs chest-

violet-blue 3
own 3 abdomen white,
and lightly tipped with white 3
at and under surt

it 3 wings br

harred with a darker tint,
body dall brown 3 the thro
ve reddish bhrown 3

s in the

The female has the
feet brown.

bill and space round the ¢

male, but less bright :
ale and female of the natur

The Plate pepresents @ i

i!1 .'--I'.-".l.'.
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MALURUS LEUCOPTERU S, Quoy cf Gaim.? '

. White-winged Wren.

Malurus leucoplerus, Guoy et Gaim. Zool. de |' Uranie, p. 105. pl. 28 fir. 2, *—Vig. and Horsf. in Linn Tran
) I 1 [ . i sl i . AN S,

vol. xv. p- 229,

[ prener that have not been able to clear up ihe doubt which exists in my mind, whether the present
heautiful bird s or is not distinet from the one figured by Messrs, Quoy and Gaimard in the * Vovage de
I'Uranie,” Liee on :11!1:1}'1“:: at the Museum of the Jardin des Plantes, for the purpose of {-:-.':uul;ﬂn'_: the
original specimen, it could not be found : the figure above :pmir[L o intended for the present bird, is in' no
means correct, and 1t is, moreover, caid to be from Dirk Hatich's [sland, on the western coust, a 'I.::{";ﬂ'm'
very distant (rom those 1n which 1 found the bird here 1'1']:1‘1'.~.:-s|1t't1; a circumstance which strengthens 11|.1.'
helief that they may be distinet : besides which, the bird 1 have figured 1s supposed 1o be exclusively :1;1
mhabitant of the interior; I never even ohserved it between the mountain ranges and the coast; :u is
therefore searcely pl.'nhnhlr ihat it should inhabit an island like that of Dirk Hatich.

It was tolerably abundant 1 the p;m-hv_w of low scrub andd orassy beds, here and there scattered over the
plains which streteh out to e northward of the Lh'urlmul range, and 1t was equally phmﬂﬁii on the Lower
Namoi: that it oxtends as far as South Australia, is proved by my having received ‘ts nest and eggs from
that part of the continent.

It was usually seen either in 11;!11'.-& or in small troops, and evineed s0 much shyness of :11-51n~11iun as 1o
_’ render the acquisition of specimens @ task of no little difficulty, ]]i'lln'ﬂt‘l-ihl.]‘l}' of the 1‘||H-I||'|l.|.1n:|:rt! male,
| who uppwn'c'd to be conscious that the display of his ;,::u's_';mur-h'rmhnm-d dress might lead to his detection.
Its powers of flight are not oreaf, but this is fully l.'{:l1'|lpt_‘1l.r'~il.1t'll for by the extraordinary manncr in which
't threads the Lushes, and passes OVer the surface of the ground n 2 <eries of hopping bounds, whereby it
readily eludes ]nu'-‘uil. The most successful mode of obtaining it 15 to ascertain the pl.'t'r'u-:' spot in whieh
it 1s iut:n‘ml. o :1|1|n'n:u"|.: it cantiously, aml to remmain silent for # short time, when the male will soon
himself by hnpping out from the bush; the restless nature of his t!lr‘-pn.-fnfmu not admitting of his

1‘-’1“1‘-\'
remaining long concealed.
The beautifully contrasted colours of blue and white, I't‘ll!‘l‘.‘-‘l’.'].itt'tl in our Plate, 18 2 merely seasonal dress

qssumed in 1;111511.'.;:, andl continued throughout the breeding-scason, which commences 11 Augrust and termi-

nates in Januarys before and after this season male birds may be seen in eVETY stage ol colouring, from
iﬂ:fm aniform brown to that of the perfect livery.
oTASSCS, rather large and 1iu1uu-.~1m1wr'l._ with a hole near the top for an

The nest 18 Lrumpm'-ml of
one of which-was the Bronze

The one sent me from South Aunstralia contained two eges
ird is also the foster-parent of those birds. The number of eggs
the one [ possess is flesh-white, finely freckled

entrance.

Cuckoo’s, thus showing that this little b
laid by the Malurus leucopter'ss is in all pruhuhﬂh}' four :
h rl-:hl'r.-h brown, forming @ zZone at the larger end, and 18 !
yly above and beneath, and the tail beantiful deep blue ; scapu-

- eirht lines long by six lines bhroad.

. wilt : = e

The male has the whole of the lhead, b |

laries, Wing-co orts and tertiaries apow-white 3 111"m1:w'w.-c brown, with their external edges silvery green ;

Aries, = 5 &
Lill black s feet brown 3 eves dark brown. Ao
: u - s | I . e . o

crown of ihe head, and all the upper surface and flanks brown ; throat ant abdomen

» greenish blue bill reddish

The female has the : : , :
external edees of the primarics and tail ]m‘lL

white, Faintly washed with brown 3

rowi. | ; ;
The Plate pepresents ihe male andl female of the natural size s the Plant 18 the Brunoni Justralt
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MALURUS MELANOCEPH ALUS, Vig. and Iorsf.

Black-headed Wren.

Searlet-backed Warbler, Lewin, Birds of New Holl, pl. xiv.

Malurus melanocephalus, Vig. and Horsf, in Linn. Trans., vol. xv. p. 222
Malurus Brownii, Jard. and Selb., I, Orn., vol. ii. pl. 72. fiz.

]

In their ¢ Hlustrations of Ornithology,” Sir William Jardine and Mr. Selby have in a very landable manner

i;::i:l:\:nll;;nif;:lﬂt1::11 1'1:.11 ‘Tl_.l:ll 1I!w:,' t'unr-.ilh-rlvd Hnum-.rmu!'u.miun. n-wpvr!i!n_f‘ the 1nrﬂv.-{-1jt and the prvn-qling

, : , M. il iese wentlemen have, however, fallen mto error m considering the two birds as
identical, whereas they are, in fact, totally distinet.

1 have never scen the Black-headed Wren from any other locality than New South Wales, and 1 am
consequently led to believe that the south-ecastern |m1'li:m of Australia is 1ts pt-t-u!]:ir and limited habitat.
It is a local species, not being gmn-mﬂy diffused over the face of the country, like ceveral other members
of the group, but confined to grassy ravines and cullies, pzn'litnhtr]}' those that lead down from the
mountain ranges. 1 obtained several pairs of adult birds in very fine plumage in the valleys under the
Liverpool range, all of which I discovered among the high grasses which there abound ; but as the period
of my visit was that of their breeding-season, I never observed more than a pair together, cach pair being
always stationed at some distance from the other, and in such parts of the eullies as were studded with
r small elumps of serubby trees.

The Black-headed Wren has many actions in common with the M. cyaneus, and like that species carries
s tail erect: it also i‘rvquvnrl}f lmrrlwrt on a stem of the most prumi:wm grasses, where it displays s
rirhl}u{'u]uurf:ul hack, and pours forth its simple song. 1 did not succeed in finding the nest, althougzh |

breeding around me: it was probably placed among the grasses, but was 80 artfully

knew they were

concealed that it completely baffled my efforts at finding it.
» One might suppose the greater development of feather on the back of this spe
avines, among which it usually resides 3 but from

cies to have been given
¢ as a defence against the damp and dense grasses of the
'« character of plumage, and the rich garb being only sea-

In their winter dress the sexes very nearly
shed by the black colouring of the bill and tail-
like the females, and it is a curious fact,

the circumstance of the female not 1_1{1.-&:41:;5411!;: th
sonal in the male, this mlppusili{ﬁn falls to the ground.
resemble each other; but the males may always be distingui
feathers. The young male of the year has the tail-feathers brown,
that at this age these feathers are much longer than in the adult.
The flight of this species is feeble and not prntr;u-h.-ll; but, on the contrary, its powers of running and

creeping are very considerable.

l:-ruhnhh’ commences in September and continues until January 3 1ts food is nsects

The breeding-season
of various kinds.

The male has the head, all the under surface, wing-coverts, upper tail ;
surface rich nl'm!;gta:-'_[-m'lut:, bill black ; eves

_coverts and tail deep velvety black ;

back of the neck, scapularies and remainder of the upper

blackish brown 3 feet fleshy brown.

Imlvr heneath 3 bill brown; base of the under mandible reddish brown 3 feet flesh-

Female brown above,
brown.

The Plate represents ina
pative grasses of New South Wiles.

le and female in the summer plumage, and a young male in ¢hange, on one of the
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MALURUS BR OWNI11, Vig. and Horsf:
Brown’s Wren.

Malurus Brownii, Vig. and Horsf. in Linn, Trans., vol. xv. p. 223
Malurus cruenialus, Gould in Proc. of 7o0l. Soc., Part VIL p. 143.

ers from New South Wales, for puhilr:ulcm in the'
rd, to which [ eave the specific name of
w5 Brownii in the Linnean Society’s

a synonym. Mr. Brown, who was

[ sent home charact
iety, was the present pretty bi
cimens with the Malur

Asoxc the species of which
Proceedings of the Zoological Soc
eraentatis 3 apon vuml||.:n'i.-am1, however, of my spe
Collection, I find they are identical, ('t}n.‘\t'!l‘lllli_‘uﬂ:-,' my 1
obtaine

ame must sink nto

d his bird near Broad Sound, on the eastern coast;

he donor of the Linnean Society's spm'imcu,
as taken were pr:}:*urv{l
ors of the Beagle.

on the north-west, and formed part of the

It differs from Malurus .irHf'lFJ'.r-'far'f."l'J.'r!-fa'l'faM’ in

Vigors and Horsfield justly observe, it 1s

while those from which my description W
y lH.-ii}I_n-:ﬂ] by the offic

collection p'lm.'v:'l at m
blood-red of the back, and, as Messrs.

the more intense and deep
no information has vet been

ach other in structure

much less in size.

Of its habits and economy,
obtained ;3 but we may reasonably suppose,
¢+ as M. Brownii and . melanocephalus do no
being common at Po
we may o

or the situations to which it gives pl‘vil‘rvnw,

that two 51|L‘t"|v.~' S0 ne
t greatly differ in their habits.
and, as I have above stated, it

arly resembling e

and colou
I have lately received an account of its
and north-western coasts 3
ts of the Australian continent.
all the under surface and
bill black ; legs fleshy brown.
bill and feet light browmn.

rt Essington;
15 an inhabitant of the castern nx.l._l{!u[-uﬂ}- conclude that its range
¢ of the northern par
has the head, neck, wings,
| shoulders fine erimson 5
abdomen inclining to white 3
on the Backia linifolia.

oxtends over the whol
| tail black; primaries and

The male in summer
hack and

cecondaries brown 3
light brown, the

The female 18 puiform
The Plate represents a male and female,
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AMYTIS TEXTILIS.
Textile Wren.

Malurus textilis, Quoy et Gaim, Zool, de I'Uranie, p. 107, pl. 23. fie. 1.

Piir birds figured in this and the following Plate differ from each other considerably in plumage, as well as
in the structure of the hill, that organ in the present bird being shorter and more robust than in Amytis

striafus.
Of the Textile Wren | killed and dissected many examples,
[ have considere

but of the following I ounly lﬂ'ﬂ{'lli‘l_‘t] a single
specimen, and never met with it but in this one instance. .l it necessary to state this, as it
would have been more :
of their being really distinet,
is doubtless referable to the one represe
 Traite d'Ornithologie,” and which seems to have
ly belongs to A. striatus.

dering the Lower Namol 3 and

satisfactory to me to have had further lu-uui'.-.' from actual dissection and comparison,

although 1 have little doubt that such is the case. The bird ficured in the
«« Voyage de I'Uranie” ated on the opposite Plate, “hih; that figured
by M. Lesson in the Atlas to his been the subject
he took his generic chara
in which 1 observed the
northward and westward 1s cer

prm*nrird on the north-west coast.
ts tail, and in its whole economy, it bears

l troops of four or six in

cters and description, as clear
Textile Wren was the plains bor
-tain, from the 1

from which
The only place
{hat its range extends far to the act of the specimen firured in

the * Voyage” above-quoted having been
clevated carriage of 1
wanders about 1 sms
ls the close of the day to s aeenstomed
ts of the plans that

it assumes, n the

In the varions puz-elt'muﬁ
like them also it

<emblance to the true Maluri :

a close re
a short distance, and retu

ring LOWar
it 1s found n all those par
cesembling the Barilla of
mode of hru;:ru:.-iuu on
must be seen to be understood :

rubber ball when thrown

number, always keeping within
On the Lower Namot,

lumps of

where it 15 very abundant,
a low shrub-like tree, 1

it creeps with astonishing rapidity ; indeed, 1ts

haunts.
the coast, throngh

are studded with serubs and ¢

and among which the ‘ground
is such as no descriptio
1 cannot poﬂmp:e compare
forcibly along the ground.
tail purﬁ:uﬂy erect, it presents an excee
er of flight.

of various kinds.
othing to communicafte :

conception of, and
of an India-
this rapid movement, 1ts head low and
family, it seldom

n can convey an accurate
ess with the motion
I to bush, with
Like many others of its

it with anything, unl
While stealing from bus
dingly droll appearance.

employs the pow
Its food is insects
Of its nidification 1 have n
rgs 3 but 10 these points 1

vs four Epmh:l]i e
as also to confirm or refute the

dome-shaped nest, and in all

it doubtless builds «
{ those who are favourably

would call the attention 0

()]'.niniml of this and the following bird being

1||'u|1:lhﬂit}' la

<ituated for observing them,

distinet.
with a narrow stripe of white down the centre; under
of the shoulder rust-red 5 tail dark brown,

All the upper surface dark brown, each feather
irides reddish hazel ; base of lower

put much paler; Aanks and under surface
, still darker hue and edeed with pale brown ;
cemainder of the bill black ; feet flesh-brown.

of the rusty red colouring on the flanks and

«arface the same,
indistinetly harred with @
mandible bluish horn-colour ;

The male | dissected was destitute

under surface of the

shionlder.

The Plate represents 1 of the natural size.

yale and female







AMYTIS STRIAT US.

Striated Wren.

Amytis textilis, Less. Traité ¢’Ormn., p. 454. pl. 67. fir. 2.
Dasyornis striafus, Gould in Proe. of Zool. Soc., Part VIL p. 143.

Tur only specimen | lu'nrnrvl'l of this little bird in a recent state, was shot while 1 was traversing the
Lower Namoij; it appeared to give preference to a loose sandy <oil studded with high rank grass, which,
arowing i tufts, left the interspaces quite bare: through the natural I:Lh}'rinfh thus formed the Striated
Wren ran with amazing rapidity, and it was only by forcing it to take wing that 1 cucceeded in killing the
[ obtained, which on dissection 1:1'01;{:.1] to be a male, and which served for the upper firure in my
nt the female ; but as this can only be ascertained by the in-

rlunity for so doing has yet occurredy this |m'|||! must,
u from New South Wales were in the red

one
Plate: the other figure 18 supposed to represe
ternal examination of a recent specimen, and no oppo
main andecided.  All the specimens [ have see
is really distinct from Amytis te rtilis.

its food, like that of the Textile Wren,

for the 111'0.-_-'011}, re
which goes far towards proving thaf this bird

state of plumage,
r-iwvllng its nidification :

Nothing has yet been ascertained re

consists of msects of various kinds.

Upper surface fine rusty red, each feather with a line of bufly white bounded on ecach side by black down
the centre ; line beneath the eye black ; ear-coverts black, .striatéd with white; wings and tail brown, mar-
gined with light reddish brown ; base of the pr'nn:u"i
hest bully white, with two lines o
stripe of white down the centre;

d with lighter brown; irides hazel 5

es rust-red, forming @ conspicuous pmth; chin and
f brown, one down each side the stem;
tail dark brown,

bill dark horn-

throat white; feathers of the ¢
under surface rust-red, some of the feathers with a
indistinetly barred with a still darker tinf, margine
colour; feet brownish lead-colour.

The Plate represents a male and female of the natural size.
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AMYTIS MACROURUS,

Large-tailed Wren.

Gould in Proe. of Zool. Soc., Jan. 27, 1847.

Amylis macrouris,
of the interior of Western Australia.

Nyern-de and Jee-ra, Aborigines

w

*
in Western Australia ; the two &

of the genus that has been discovered

e all that I have yet seen ; these were shot in the interior by Mr. Giilbert,
and is almost always on the ground in families of from four to
than any other bird 1 have seen, and certainly no bird \ YN
with greater rapidity.” |
gilis of the eastern couas
at once be distingu

¢ .
4 ' ~ Tug present is the first species
my own collection ar
who states that it inhabits the thickets,
seven in number: it carries its tail more erect
o : runs or rather hops over the surface of the ground
¥'® » Tt is evidently the representative of the Amytis tex
| ' allied, but from which, as well as from the . striafus, it may
form, and by the much greater length and size of its tail.

All the upper surface brown, each feather with a narrow

tail brown, margined with pale

' ' {he same, but much paler; under surface of the <houlder pale rusty red 3
# ~ brown; -rides hazel 3 base of the lower mandible horn-colour, remainder of the bill black; feet flesh-
hrown. : .-

The figures are of the na

examples in

t, to which it is very nearly _
ished by its more robust v

stripe of white down the centre ; under surface

tural size.

- ikl N i
:'. ltl i.' &
A Jl.f" N o
Sy |
e III"'T?r"' Ml ]
B g N






STIPITURUS MALACHURUS, Less.

Emu Wren.

Muscicapa malachura, Lath. Ind. Orn. Supp., pl. li.—Shaw, Gen. Zool., vol. x. p. 407.
Soft-tailed .-'-‘J’I;r*rn’r.n’rﬁ: Linn. Trans., vol. iv. p. 242. pl. 21.—Lath. Gen. Syn. Supp., vol. ii. p. 224.
Malurus malachurus, Vie. and Horst, in Linn, Trans,, vol, xv. p. 224.

Stipiturus malachurus, Less, Traité 'Orn., p. 4 15.

Soft-tailed Warbler. Lath, Gen. Hist., vol. vii, p. 123.

Il'rrrr--lr,rrnfn_;'r-.ff:,r. Aborigines of New South Wales.

Djur-jeel-ya, \bhorigines of the lowlands of Western Australia.

Tis curious little bird has a wide distribution; since if snhabits the whole of the southern portion of

Australia, from Moreton Bay on the east to Swan River on the west, including Tasmania.

Among the

places where it is most numerous in the latter country, are the swampy grounds in the neighbourhood of

Recherche Bay in D’Entrecasteaux Channel, the meadows at New Norfolk, Circular Head, and Flinder's

[sland in Bass's Straits; on the continent of Australia, Botany Bay, and indeed all portions of the

having a similar character are favoured with its presence.

[ its actions it bears a close resemblance to the true Maluri, among which it has been associated, but,

. the nature of its plumage would lead us to expect, it resorts to <ituations of a totally different character 3

for while the more open forest is the favourite resort of the Maluri, the Emu Wren is especially fond

low marshy districts, covered with rank high grasses and rushes. It is a recluse little bird, concealing

itsell from view by keeping near the eround in the midst of the more dense parts of the grass beds, and

very seldom howing itself. Its extremely short round wings ill adapt it for flight, and this power 15 conse-

quunt‘ly seldom u:.mplug.‘ml, the bird :h-punlliu;: for lu‘ugr{wsiun upon its extraordinary capacity for rupning :

+n fact, when the grasses arc wet from dew or rain, its wings are rendered perfectly unavailable.

the grmmll it is altogether as nimble and active, 1ts creeping monse-like motions, and the extreme facility

with which it turns and bounds over the surface, enabling it easily to clude pursuit, and amply compen-

-, _ - " 3 &l 1'_”__'_ - 5 i ) ’ o e 1“_" =
sating for the paucity of its powers of flight. The tail is carried in an erect position, and 1s even occasion

ally retrovert ed over the back.

The nest, which 1s a small hit”-ﬁhﬂpcﬂ structure, with rather a lm-go opening on one side, 15 rmuimsutl of

wrasses lined with feathers, and artfully concealed in a tuft of erass or low <hrub.  One that I found m

: Iv-hatehed v . this bei - nest T ever met with, 1
Recherche Bay contained three newly-hatched young: this being the only nest I ever m h,

to eive any description of its eggs, but I am informed they are always three number.

am unable

i . wo e - . famale by the . ane of the throat and by a some-
The male 18 readily l;h.-:.nu:-_.’_"\bh‘?-'] from the | male by the blue colouring f the throat, b

what oreafcr deve ‘ Lo _ : : :
resembling ihose of the Emu, has :-'.11u‘u;u.*.~_ah:-rl the colonial name ol Emu Wren for. thns species, ai a
est | T = . ot

singul _
and the Wren-like nature of its habits.

The male has thie crown of the

lopment of the tail-feathers. The tlctumpnmd or lopse structure of these feathers, much
arly 'nmn-npri-wz inasmuch as it at once indicates the kind of plumage with which the bird is clothed,

head rust-red ; upper surface brown, pach feather having a black mark

lown the centre wine-feathers dark brown, edeed with rufous brown: chin and throat pale blue; sides of
dow » ecentre 3 Z- A :

the ne
hirown.
The female differs from the male
the throat rufous instead of blue. -
The Plate represents male and a female of the natural size.

ck and all the under surface hright rufous ; tail dark brown; irides reddish brown; bill and feet
o H : i - -

only in having the crown of the head st siated with blackish brown, and
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DAS YORN IS A USTR ALLS, Vig. and Horsf.

Bristle-bi rd.

y |r.|||'I.1'_l|rrrr'.'Jrl.k! {ustralis, Vig. and Horsl. in Linn. Trans., viol, xv. . aga,—Jard. and Selb. Il Or ol 11 T
1 1L Orne, vol. i, pl 73
4 Cies bird inhabits reed-beds and thickets, p:n'li:rul:u'ly such as are overgrown witly creepers and rank vege-

tation : 1 believe it to be found throughout New South Wales in all places cuitable to 1ts habits, although,
from the recluse nature of its :H.-aim_-'-'l.ﬁnn, it is a species familiar to few, even of those who have been long
cesident in the colony. [ killed it at lawarra, and other specimens Were pru-vtm'il to me by Mr. Stephen

Coxen, which had been shot by him i New En'_.{lunﬂ, an extensive district to the pastward of the Liverpool

r Plains.  Its powers of flight are very limited, but it threads the thickets and runs over e cround with the

oreatest facility. It resembles the true Muluri i carrying the tail ercct, as also in many other of its actions.
[ had no opportunity of ascertaining whether or not it 1s migratory 3 but my own jmpression 18 that it 18
<{ationary, since its powers of flight are inadequate to enable it to pass over much extent of country, and the

thick brushes near the coast afford it ample shelter in winter.

[ did not cucceed in finding its nest, but in its nidification it doubtless closely assimilates to the Long-
Lilled Bristle-bird of the western coast.

The sexes present no difference in plumage and but little in size 5 ihe female is, however, rather the least.

The food consists of insects of various orders.

All the upper surface brown ; wings, tail-coverts and tail rufous brown, the latter adistinetly barred with
a darker tint 3 ander surface grey, eradually pm-:-»'lng’ into the brown of the upper surface ; over the eve an
indistinet bufly stripe 3 irides brown s Bhill hrown, hecoming much lighter on ihe lower mandible ; legres
1:;1‘:-}"|:~'h hrown.

The Plate represents i male of the patural size.
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DASYORNIS LONG |ROSTRIS, Gould

Imn;:-l:-i’lh-:l Bristle-bird.

j}.«r_-.-_rlfr.a.-'.ur'x longirostris, Conld in Proe. of Zool. Soe., Part VIIL p. 1710
."f.l:_f.-'.l--;h.«i-_r.'u, Ahorirines of the lowland districts of Western Australia.

Tupr present _ﬁiu-pih-a assinilates very closely m ihe character and colonring of its plumage to its eastern
analogue, the Dasyornis fustralis » but diflers from that bird in beine of a smaller size and in having a longer
bill. It is a native of Western Aust ralia, and is very _c_';:}m-ru!l}' distributed over the colonv of Swan Ruver,
where it inhabits reed-beds and long grasscs, and is oceasionally seen in serubby places. e |t is so remark-
ably shy,” says Mr. Gilbert, © that it is extremely difficult to get even & glimpse of it from the little | could
observe of the bird in a state of nature, it npp{':u‘m! to me to feed on the eround, where its actions are
extremely quick, canning over the surface with its tail erect, very like the Maluris hut when iwr:-h:-:l the
tail is either carried horizontally, or hanging down. The only time when it can be seen with a chance of
procuring specimens, ‘s when it ascends to a <mall branch or the top of a serub to sing. Its notes arc
extremely varied, some being very loud and elear, and so much lenethened as to :1||1|u'n:u-'|| 4 sone : hut no
two birds sing alike.

e [ts flight is extremely hieavy and very low in fact the hird appears iu:-:up:ﬂniv of rising more than a few
:-.mﬂa' ahove the scrub or long grass i snhabitsy 1t 1s consequently very rarely seen on a tree.

« The nest 18 formed of dry Wiry grass withont any lining, more elobular than those of the Malurt, hut,
like them, with an npn-nin_u' in the side s it is of rather a large size, and the only one [ met with was Lunlt i
sheltered by an averhanging dead bush, at about seven inches from the erounil.

a clump of coarse grass,
of which 1s dull hrownish white, blotehed and freckled with

It contained two €ggs, the ;:1'1}1111[l-n'nlul.n'

lFIl_'lI'l'IHHh brown, some of the blotches :lppv.‘n‘ing as if heneath the surface, ]ml'iit'ulnri}' at the larcer enil,
where they are most numerous.
L is thick and museular, and its food consists of seeds and insects.”

« The stomac
<entation and Ilc-wl'iptiurns of one will suffice for hoth.

The sexes SO closely resemble each other, that a reprt
All the upper surface browns WIngs, tatl-coverts and tail rufous brown, the latter indistinetly barred with
orey, aradually 13;1-.-:~i|u_-' into the brown of the upper curface 3 irides hright

o darker tint : under suriace
awer mandible bluish green al the tip and ereenish white at the

reddish brown ; upper mandible brown, |
base ; legs bluish grey.
The Plate pepresents i male and female of the patural size.







ATRICHIA CLAMO S A, Gould.

Noisy Brush-bird.

Atrichia elamosa, Gould in Proc. of Zool. Soc., January 9, 1844.

Fw of the novelties received from Australia are more interesting than the species to which 1 have given
the generic name of Atrichia. Tt s one of the discoveries made by Mr. Gilbert, who met with it among
the dense serubs of Western Australia, and who had his attention attracted to it by its peculiar and noisy
note long before he had an uppﬂr!unity of observing it and it was only after many days of patient and
' motionless watching among the scrubs that he succeeded in obtaining specimens, and these unfortunately
were shot at so short a distance from his gun that they were all much mutilated. Future research will
doubtless furnish us with some highly interesting information respecting the economy and history of this
curious form, which is evidently destined to tenant the most dense thickets and taneled beds of dwarf

trees, and ::mm:quently, from its reclusé habits, rarely to meet the gaze of civilized man.
The examples forwarded to me h:-.-'l Mr. Gilbert were killed between Perth and Augusta in Western
Australia, and were all males. The females will doubtless, when discovered, prove to differ but little from
¢k mark on the breast will not be so large or conspicuous. I am led to offer

their mates, except that the bla
this opinion from the circumstance of one of the spe
cembles the female during the first year, and in which this
wings and tail brown, each feather crossed by several obscure Cre
: and the ftail freckled instead

cimens sent being a young male, which usually re-
mark is less f:nne:p'muﬂus than in the others.
ﬂc'cnt-shupud bars

All the upper surface,

inner webs of the pr'l maries very dark brown, withont markings,
with a large irregular patch of black on the lower part of the
tail-coverts rufous; bill horn-colour ; irides dark brown.

of brown 3 the

of barred ; throat and chest reddish white,

throat ; flanks brown; abdomen and under
The figures are of the natural size.
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SPHEN@EACUS GALACTOTES.

Tawny Sphencacus,

Malurus galaciotes, Temm. Pl Col., 65.
Megalurus galactotes, \ ie. and Horsf, in Linn, Trans., vol. xv. p. 228.

Tmis is a scarce species in New South Wales, the few individuals I have seen being from the grassy

districts of the Liverpool Plains ; in all 1:1‘LJ|I'¢1]:'|IET:.-', however, it
Mzr. Gilbert's notes inform me that he found it * tolerably
Diemen’s Gulf, where it inhabits the long grass or rushes
when L'hl‘*l“}' hunted 1t tukes

ranges along the eastern and over the

whole of the northern portion of Australia.
abundant on the islands at the head of Van
it is so shy that it is very rarely scen ;
it all times; at least 1 have never sech it sustain i
it seemed ready to sink

growing in or adjacent to the swamps ;
to be a difficult action ¢
e utmost, and even in that short distance
is a harshand rapidly repeated chuteh. The

wing, but flying appears
flight of more than a hundred yards at th
The only note I have heard it emit

into the erass with fatigue.
and contain

[ dissected were extremely muscular, ed the remains of msects of various

stomachs of those
kinds and what appeared to be vegetable fibres.”

into rufous on the erown o
all the feathers of the upper surl
tail pale brown,
the cutting edges light vellowish

f the head and fading into dull white

General plumage pale brown, deepening
wee with blackish brown centres 3

on the throat and centre of the abdomen ;
brown, broadly margined with pale brown ;
It brown ; upper mandible olive-brown,
tarsi and feet light reddish flesh-eolour.

secondaries blackish crossed with indistinct
bars of a darker tint irides lig
white ; lower mandible bluish white 3

The ficures are of the natural size.






SPHEN(MACUS GRAMINE US, Gould.
Grass-loving Sphenceacus.

.\'Ipfrr'.ura'rn'r.'x _r;r-..',-;rl"r:- us. Gould in Proe. of Zool. Soc., Part XIIL. p. 19.

Arrnovan the present species 18 very gu:nur;ﬂl}f dispersed over the whole of the southern portions of
Australia and Van Diemen’s Land in all situations suitable to its habits, 1t 1s as little known to the colonists
as if it were not in existence, which 1s readily accounted for by its recluse nature and the localities it
frequents, the thick beds of grasses, rushes and other kinds of herbage growing in low, damp and wet
places on the mainland, and on such islands as those of Green and Actazon i1 D’Entrecasteaux’ Channel,
being 1ts favourite lal:u't‘a:. of resort. As may be r-.uppuz-aed, it 1s a very shy ."-ip(:(.‘if?.-, and will almost
allow itself to be trodden upon before it will quit the place of its concealment; n the open grassy beds
of the flats it is more easily driven from its retreat, but even then it merely flies a few yards and then
pitches again among the herbage. It would be very interesting to know whether the habits above de-
scribed accord with those of the other members of the genus Sphenaacus, in which, with the concur-
rence of Mr. Qtrickland, who instituted it, I have pl:mml the present bird.

Jis song consists of four or five phﬂul’m‘l:.' uttered notes, rqw;m-d five or six times in suceession.

The nest 18 __u:rm:milj.' a very compact structure, and in Western Australia '« formed of the soft tops of the
flowering part of the reeds, and the thin <kin-like coating of the reed-stalks, but occasionally of fine swamp-
orasses, always lined with feathers ; in some instances two large feathers are made to meet over the opening,
top of the nest, and thus protects the inside from cold or rain : it is attached to twoOF
the surface of the water. The eggs, which are laid during the
and six lines broad ; they

which is near the
three upright reeds about two feet from
months of August and Hl_"ilh’.‘il'll]l.‘l‘, are four in number, nearly cight lines long
are of a fleshy white, freckled and streaked all over, p;urlltulnr'l:.' at the larger end,

obscure blotches of reddish grey appear as beneath the surface
wrcely any variation In .aim-':inmna from

with purplish red 3
in some instances large of the shell.

The sexes present no difference in size or colour, and there 18 sci
Van Diemen's Land, Swan River and New South Wales.
over the eve white ; all the upper surface brown, the centre
tail pale reddish brown, with dark brown shafts; under
il a very minute line

Stripe of the feathers being dark brown 3
secondaries brownish black, margined with bufl';

surface grey, ]J':lr'-:x.iliu' into black on the flanks and vent; each feather of the breast wi
of dark brown dawn the centre 3 bill and tarsi fleshy brown.

The figures are of the natural s1ze.







ACROCEPHALUS AUSTRALILS, Goud.
Reed Warbler.

Feed Warbler, Lewin, Birds of New Holland, pl. 18.

s bird does not inhabit Van Diemen's Land, but is universally dispersed among ihe sedey sides of rivers

and lagoons, both in South Australia and New South Wales ; I also observed it in great abundance on the

banks of all the rivers to the northward of Liverpool Plains in all these localities 3 it 1s strictly migra-

tory, arriving in September and departing again
mbles its European congencrs, but possesses a still louder and more melodious son
f the parts frequented

before the commencement of winter. In its general
economy it closely rese e,
e forth and which tends much to enliven the monotony ¢
ly ever beginning this patural duty before the month of November.
about two fect

which it is continually pouris
by it. It is rather a late breeder, scarce
The nest, like that of the Reed Warbler of Europe, 18 suspended from two or three reeds at
e soft skins of reeds and dried rushes. The eggs,

above the surface of the water, and 18 :‘{Jmimsud of th
a oreyish white, thickly marked all

ten lines long by seven lines broad, are of

which are four in number,
s of vellowish brown, umber brown and bluish grey, i

over with irregular blotches and marki itermingled

together without any appearance of order or arrangement.

The food consists of insects of various kinds.

alike that dissection must be resorted to to
wings and tail hrown, Ju:u';:im-ul with olive-
fleshy white, remainder of the bill

distineguish them.

The sexes are s0 1n'vci.~ac1}'
brown ; all the under sur-

All the upper surface olive-brown ;
face tawny or deep buff, fading into white on the throat; under mandible
and the legs olive horn-colour ; irides brown.

The figure is of the natural size.
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ACROCEPHALUS LONGIROST RIS, Gould

Long-billed Sedge-Warbler.

Calamoherpe langirostris, Gould in Proe. of Zool. Soc., Part XI11. p. 20.
Goor-jee-goor-jee, Aborizines of the lowland districts of Western Australia

Tuge present bird. which I have dv._-iig'lmtml frmgé?-t:-sh'a':;, ‘s the largest of the two species of Acrocephalus
known to inhabit Australia.

It is a native of the western portion of the country, where I learn from Mr. Gilbert's notes that it 1s to
be found in all the dense reed-beds bordering the viver and lakes around Perth, but is so shy, 1.:11-r§4-n!;:rir
the female, that it scarcely ever shows itself above the reeds. I have remarked also that it never wanders
many yards from the nest, which is |11;1{':~{! on four or five npright reeds growing in the water at about two
feet from the surface. It is of a deep cnp-s‘lmlmd form, and 1s composed of the soft skins of reeds and
dried rushes. The breeding-season comprises the months of August and September. The eges are four
in number, of a dull greenish white, blotched all over, but 1:;11‘1':1-1:1:”']3: at the larger end, with |
d patches of olive, some heing darker than the others, the lighter-coloured ones

arge and

small irregularly shape
nppmring as if beneath the surface of the shell; they are three-quarters of an inch in length by five-eizhths

of an inch in Lreadth.

« Tt is almost always singing hoth night and day, and ts song is more beautiful
many parts very like and certainly not

and melodious than that

of any other Australian bird with which 1 am :1n;~r|n;ﬁnt:-{l; being m
inferior to that of the far-famed Nightingale of Furope.

food consists of coleopterous and other kinds of insects.”
dish brown, hecoming more rufous on the
chin whitish 3 all the under surface

¢« The stomach 1s tolerably musenlar, and the

Faint line over the eve fawn-colonr ; all the upper surface red
upper tail-coverts 3 primaries and tail deep brown, fringed with rufous:
deep fawn-colour 3 irides :-.'u:ﬂuwi:-ih brown.

The figures are of the natural SIZC.
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HYLACOLA PYRRHOPYGIA.
Red-rumped Wren.
{eanthiza pyrrhopygia, Vig. and Horsf, in Linn. Trans., vol. xv. p. 227.
Ix some parts of its economy this bird closely resembles the Maluri, particularly in the upright position
< which it earries its tail, in the quick hopping motion with which it passes over the surface of the ground
= and the agility with which it trips along the horizontal branches of the fallen trees. The situations most

favourable to its habits are open sterile spots, here and there studded with clumps of brushes or dense
herbage.  The beds and sides of creeks, as well as the crowns of stony hills, wherever they are serubby,
are also situations favourable to its habits. [ have always observed it cither in pairs or in small I_'Ulllil':lll.‘ll.".'ﬁ-,
prn'lmh'l:.. the brood of a single pair, whose young accompany them throughout the autumn like the Maluri.

Its song, which is by no means 1|1.~'u;:1'0c:1h!£}, 18 Imul'ml forth while the bird 15 pf:rf:hefl upon some conspi-
cuous part of a bush, or some little spray among the branches of the large fallen trees, where it loves to
dwell, as on the approach of an intruder it can readily and effectually secrete itself among the high grass
and herbage which have grown up amidst the branches. The facility with which it ereeps among or threads
these little thickets 1s Surprising. It rarely flies, but depends for pmgrn.-:ssh_m more upon the rapidity with
which it can pass over the ground, than upon the feeble powers of its small rounded Wing.

This species may be regarded as a bird whose natural habitat is the interior rather than the country near
the coast ; for although it does occur in some districts of New South Wales on the sea-side of the dividing
range, it is much more abundant on the northern or interior side n all situations favourable to its existence.
[ found it on the low Lills to the north of the Li\'vrpmﬂ Plains, as well as in most parts of South Australia;
I believe it 1s a stationary bird, as it uppeurvtl to be L‘E{Liilu}’ [nmerous in summer and winter.

Of its nidification I have nothing to communicate, ts nest not having been discovered either by myself or
by any of my party.

Its food consists of insects of various kinds, and like many insectivorous birds, I believe it seldom if
ever drinks, not even during the areatest droughts.

The sexes present no visible difference in their plumage.

Crown of the head, all the upper <urface, wings and tail brown ; lower part of the rump and upper
tail-coverts chestnut-red ; all but the two centre tail-feathers crossed near the tip with a broad band of

black, bevond which the tips are areyish white ; line over the eve and all the under surface ;;rc'.}'lsh white,

each feather of the latter with a line of black down the centre, except on the middle of the abdomen 3 2
bill dark brown ; irides buffy white 3 legs flesh-brown.

The figures are of the natural size.
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HYLACOLA CAUTA, Gould

Cautious Wren.

Hylacala canta, Gould in Proe. of Zool. Soe., Part X, p. 135,

this species 1s the great serub clothing the banks of the river

Tur only locality which 1 have secn
1} shy that | obtained a single

South Australia, where it was not uncommon, but so excessive

Murray in
Its timidity being so great, and its natural habitat the

specimen only during my stay in the district.
ts of the scrub, it is a species which must for a long time be exceedingly scarce in our

more dense par
a few yards of where I stood, it being impnnsllj'lv

collections.  The individual killed was fired at within
to sight it at a greater distance.

With the exception of its being even more shy,
of the preceding species (H. pyrrhopygia). It carries its tail
cenerally keeping among the more dense parts
18 of pouring forth 1ts song,

its whole habits anil economy ;lpimun'li to be very similar
to those }Ii’:]'ri‘l_'fl:-' ercct, and hops over the
around and threads the bushes with the greatest alacrity 3
of the low bushes, and only exposing itself on the outermost twigs when desirot

which 1s sweet and harmonious, and by which its presence - more frequently detected than by any other R

MEeans.
I could neither findd th

doubt that when discovered the
v similar to those of the Maluri. In size the
much bolder, and the chestnut-coloure

ain any information rv.u']wrllw_f them : but [have no

e nest and eggs 111}'50.]'[‘ nor obt
ith a small hole for an entrance,

nest will be found to be of a domed form, w
and the eggs ver H. cauta is rather less than the H. pyrrhopygia,
has the markings of the under surface d mark on the rump of a much
deeper tint.

eye white : above this

Line from the base ng the side of the face and over the

of the upper mandible alo
upper and under tail-coverts

all the upper surface brown 3
ish white s ]n'huuriu::. brown, with the outer web
tail blackish brow, 1]11|u~d with
down the centre and

crown of the head and
rts brown, edged with brown
ntre of the wing;
feather being black
bill dark brown ; irides buffy white ;

4 narrow line of black 3
bright chestnut ; wing-cove
forming @ conspicuol
d with black and white, prndnuu:l by each
abdomen white s

white at the base, 15 spot in the ce

white ; throat striate

A with white 3 flanks mottled brown and white 3

fringe
feet flesh-brown.

The figures are of the natural size.
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CYSTICOLA MAGN A, Goidd.

Cysticola campesiris, Gould in Proc. of Zool. Soc., Part XII1. p. 20.

of Hugh E. Strickland, Esq., for the loan of a fine example of this bird

[ an indebted to the kindness
cies of the group, and hence

for the purpose of figuring in the present work. It is one of the largest spe
I have assigned to it the distinctive appellation of magna. Nothing whatever is known of its habits and
that they are very similar to those of its congeners. Lhe precise
Me, Strickland having obtained it from a general collection of
cured being attached to it.

the upper surface with a

manners, but we may reasonably infer
locality it inhabits is also unknown j
Australian birds, without the situation in which it had been pro
coverts brownish greys; all the feathers of
wings blackish brown, the primaries margined externally with
brownish grey; tail reddish brown, all but the two

bulf.

Head rusty red back and wing-
broad stripe of dark brown down the centre ;
rusty red and the secondaries edged all round with
centre feathers with a large spot of black near the tips all the under surface pale
The Plate represents the bird of the nataral size.
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CYSTICOLA EX ILIS.
nxile Warbler.

Exile Warbler, Lath. Gen. Iist., vol. vii. p. 136.

Malurus exilis. Lath, MSS. Vie, and Horsf. in Linn, Trans., vol. xv. p. 223.—Less. Man. d'Orn., tom. i. p. 279

ceventh volume of his (GGeneral History
equently placed in the wenus Cysticola

, birds in the |m-.~:-~c.-i:m

appears to have been first noticed by Latham in the
. and to have been subs
ng the collection of Australiar
Wales and South Australia, in both of which

thick beds of grasses which clothe the valleys

Tuis species
of Birds” under the title of Exile Warbler
by Messrs. Vigors and Horsfield while engaged in nami
of the Linnean Society. Its natural habitat is New Sonth
observed it to be abundantly dispersed among the

[ have never received it from cither of the however, are inha-

colonies 1
and open ]ﬂuin:.
bited by nearly allied Hprcif-s.
and will almost admit of being trodden upon before
the male becomes somewhat bolder, and early in the mor
pour forth a pretty but feeble song, resembling that of the Maluri.
<05 of this genus, I was particular in dissecting
that the plumage of both sexes of this spe
consists in the female being somewhat smaller

other colonies, all of which,
nerally creeping about among the grasses,
during the months of spring

. on the highest of the

It is very retiring in its habits, ge
it will rise and take wing 3
ning will frequently perel
grasses andl As some confusion existed
sexes of the yarious spec all the individuals [
re state with certainty
rence between them

respecting the
shot, and I can therefo cies is perfectly
cimilar and that the only outward diffe

than her mate.
the grasses,

I was not able to di
and builds a dome-shaped
ad, back, wing-coverts, seapul
s and back of the neck and all
and feet flesh-brown.

seover the nest and egys of this little bird, which doubtless hreeds among

nest sumilar to that of its European ally.
aries and tail-feathe

the under surface

rs brownish black, each feather narrowly

Crown of the he
sandy bufl, fading nto white on

margined with buff; side
of the abdomen ; ill

the throat and centre
f the natural size.

The figure represents the bird o
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CYSTICOLA LINEOCAPIL LA, Gould

Lineated Warbler.

{'y.ﬂ.fi-'eu'er lineocapilia, Gould in Proc. of Zool. Boc., Jan. 27, 1847,

P e I Ry

il -'puu.-iwa than the €. erilis. and may,

Tuw Cysticola lineocapill 1s a much smaller and more delicately forme
[ am ;u:qn.'mm-d

that and every other member of the genus with which
It is a native of the north coast of Australia, and all
| \‘153]11;1,'11111. Mr. Gilhert states that it *

moreover, be distingnished from
by the lineated form of the markings of the head.

the specimens [ have seen were from the m-i_ﬂ_{]ﬂmnrhm::l of Por 15
very rarely seen in consequence of its generally ‘nhabiting the long grass of the swamjs, where it creeps
about more like a mouse than a bird, and i once alarmed -t is no casy task to et a sight of it again 3 i
note 18 a short and feeble, but very p'luu.a'm;,-: SONE.

lar, and the food consists of insects of varipus kinds.”

kish brown forming lines down

to white on the throat anil
e li!l',

« The stomach is muscu
rufous, with broad and rtm.alﬁunnnn otrie of blac
ihe head and back 3 the under surface fading 0
blackish spot on the under surface near th

General phnnu;:v lmh'
the centre of ihe feathers of
of the chest: tail-feathers with a conspicuous

ht reddish brown; bill and feet flesh-brown

centre
irides hg
The figures arc of the patural size.







CYSTICOLA ISURA, Gould.

Square-tailed Warbler.

-

of Zool. Soc., Part XV.

f'_rlfxf'.irrn".-: isura. Gould in Proc.

e 1o give respecting the €. ruficeps, 1 have still less to commu-

i admitted of my geeing them
exilis, but after a careful examination of many

Lirrie as 1s the information 1 have been abl
present species, circnmstances not Lavii in a state of nature:
mistaken for the .
t been identical with that species, [ must have pro-

[ am not so sure Liowever

nicate about the
at a first glance it mieht readily be

am satisfied of its being distinet 3 had 1
time that T killed the many examples | obtained.
uliar state of plumage of the Cysticola ruficeps ; without a

specimens |
cured 51::-1'11u1:u.w at the same
prove to be the female, or some pec
I can only view 't as distinct from both,
of the shorter and more tri
Like the other species of the group,
sesession having heen

that it mayv nof
further knowledge of the subject,
lation of iswra, as indicative

and T have therefore assiened to
it the siu-viﬁr appe meated form of its tail, the !rrin-
acter by which it may be distinguished. it appears to enjoy
arassy districts of the country,
killed on the Liverpool Plains and at Port Phillip ; the arid and st
o members of this group, and hence there are many species.

rufous 3 crown of the head, back and

r:ip:l'l char
the H}:L'{'i]]li‘lih‘ i omy e

an exteusive range over the
v seems Lo b

erile natare of the conntr
ptr{'uﬁurl}' u:i:tplul to th

Qides and back of the neck secondaries deep
each feather nuu'g_z‘hw[l with bufl's
bapd of black; und

feet }'vﬂun'ir-h Lirown.

and rump pale
wn margined with buff, and crossed on the

tail dark bro
or surface deep buff, becoming p::'lur

brownish black,
ith a broad conspicuous

under side near the tip w
ydomen 3 bill brown 3

on the chin and centre of the al

The figures are of the natural size.
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CYSTICOLA RUFIC EPS, Gould

Rufous-headed Warbler.

Cysticola ruficeps, Gould in Proe. of Zool. Soc., Part V. p. 150 ; and in Syn. Birds of Australia, Part IV.

any particulars respecting this pretty little bird, but

ould T communicate
ached me:

I+ would give me great pleasure ¢
[ can only say

itely I am unable to do, kind having as yet re

15 In New South Wales, another from
lely extended

no information of any
one from the Li\'urluml Plan
whieh [proves th

this unfortun:
that I possess three examples,
a third from the north coast,
o of the head and oceiput at once
manners and general
1e. and like them inhabits th

ol hills, and all similar situations.
ywn-colour, becoming

it it l.'II-jI.'}'- a1 Wit

therefore
distinguishes it from all

the district of Port Philip, and
The uniform rufous colourit
f the genus.

' exilis and lineocapi

ranwe of habitat.
Wconomy it doubtless

Australian members o
its congeners the €

the other In its habits,
¢ open grassy

closely assimilates to

in]}'—timhm't
flanks and thighs delicate t
back, secondaries and t

e of the abdomen white 3

s between the forests, the grassy crowns of th
and back of the neck, rump, chést,
e rump ; upper part of the
bhufl: throat antd centr

ghldu

Crown of the head,
ail deep hrownish

the erown and th
hill brown 3

deeper and redder on
black, each feather margined all round with
it vellowish birown.

The Plate represents the

fed
birds of the natural <ize on one of the plants of New South Wales.






SERICORNIS CITREOGULARIS, Gould

Yellow-throated Sericornis.

Sericornis citreogularis, Gould in Proe. of Z00l. Soc., Part V. p. 133 ; and in Synopsis of the Birds of Australia
Part 1V. ' iy

Tis is the largest and mosl attractive hp:‘{'itw of the zenus yel discovered, and so far as 1 am aware, its
habitat 15 restricted to the south-castern portions of Australia, where it dwells exclusively in the districts
known by the name of < brushes.” I 1'*"-‘-"**!!1::“:.' observed it in those of Mawarra, and of the Hunter, and in
the cedar brushes of the I.ir-.'r'lmul range. It frequents the most retired parts of the forest, living in aullies
and under the canopy of lolty trees, h{:pp.lll.;: about among the stems of the trecfern, fallen tru."];,_..; of
|}:11|"r.n'l-1m'l cums and moss-covered stones. It rarely flies, and when disturbed, seeks <oclusion and safety
by hnppiug away among the anderwood. Its food, which consists of insects of various kinds, 15 uhn{.m;;[
on the around or among the trunks of the prostrate trees, over which and the large stones it passes
with much ease and agility.

The sexes are VEry similar n colour, but the female may at all times be distinguished by her smaller
cize and the less strongly contrasted tints of her plumage, ;mr‘rirn'lm']:.' in the hue of the <treak running
through the eve and extending over the ear-coverts, which is neither £0 dark nor so broad as in the male. |

One of the most “teresting points connected with the history of this species 13 the situations chosen for
“ts nest. Al those who have rambled in the Australian forests must have observed, that in their more
dense and humid parts an atmosphere pf:n:uliurly adapted for the rapid and abundant growth of mosses of
various kinds 15 gunoruim\, and that these mosses not only grow upon the trunks of decayed trees, but are
often accumulated in large mMAasses at the extremities of the drooping branches; these masses often
become of sufficient size to admit of the bird constructing a nest in the centre of them with so much art
that it is impnsai'n'ln: to Iliﬁthlgniah it from any of the other lu-m]uluuﬁ masses in the vieinity. These
bunches are i?'ﬂtplﬂ:ltl}' a 1-.'nrl'l in length, and in some instances hang sO near the ground as to strike the
head of the explorer during his rambles 3 in others they are placed high up upon ihe trees, but only in such
parts of the forest where there is an open space entirely shaded by overhanging foliage @ as will be readily
.;;;.m;c'n-u:_qL in whatever sitnations they are met with, they at all times form @ remarkable and conspicuous
feature in the landscape. Althongh the nest ‘o constantly disturbed by the wind and liable to be shaken
when the tree - disturbed, so <ecure does the inmate
that 1 have frequently captured the female while sitting on her eggs. d feat that .
by carefully lﬂmring the hand over the entrance; that is, if it can be detected, 10 effect which no slight
d‘.:;_{n-u of close prying and examination is necessary.

consider itself from danger or intrusion of any kind,

may always be 'ril.'.{.‘[Jllli!H.‘-hl.'.ri

The nest 18 formed of the inper bark of trees, intermingled with green MOSS, which soon vegetates;

<ometimes dried grasses and fibrous roots form part of the materials o which 1t 18 l.'ulllptj.-'f.unl, and it 1s

warmly lined with feathers.

bly in colour, the most constant tint bet
! | of a complete band or zone: their medium length is one inch,

The eggs, which are three in number and much t*'lung:uml in form, vary
darn g a clove-brown freckled over the larger end with dark
consider: . &

umber-brown, 1'1'vqucul'l.y assuming the forn

and their breadth cight lines.

Lores, circle around the eye, i erts deep black; a conspicuous line of }-n].]fm-'::;h white above
Jores, circie \

1 the ear-cov

distance hevond the €Yes3 crown of the head, and all the upper surface, secondaries, Wing-

ail reddish hrowi, hecoming more rufous on th
Ti) blackish browns throat j.'i:Huw; chest and fAanks olive-brown 3 centre

black ; irides reddish browns; legs purphsh flesh-colour, in som¢

and for some 1 seco .
1t e upper tail-coverts and tail ; outer edges ol
coverts ant ’

the pr'mr.u-'u--a olive ; spurious Wit

of the abdomen white : bill brownish

.-lwri:n-.-ns I‘lwh-whilu.

The hgures represent the two sexes of the natural size.
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SERICORNIS HUMILILS, Gowa

Sombre-coloured Sericornis.

Saritornis e G B e TR, PR 1 i : —
sricornis humilis, Gonld in Proe. of Zool. Soe.,, Part V. p. 133; and in Syn. Birds of Australia, Part IV.

Tuis species is very generally dispersed over Van Diemen’s Land, and as I have found it on some of
the islands in Bass’s Straits, il is not imln'uhuhll' that it may also extend its range to the southern coast of
the continent of Australia. Ravines, deep glens, water-courses covercd with dense herbage and thickly-
wooded copses are the situations congenial to the habits of this bird ; those that are most humid or lrhm;p
being apparently preferred to any other; consequently, although it is very abundant and its distribution
very general, i is a bird that is less scen, and one whose habits are less known than almost any other of
the indigenons birds of the island.  In many of its actions it closely resembles the Wren {El':?'q;re’r,-rf_a;m-;
f:'xr.--n‘nrr'-m."”], p:u'liuulut‘h' in its manner of hopping about on the .I__{rmiu{l, and from stone to stone, with 1ts
tail ercet in search of insects, upon which it solely subsists; it also assimilates to the Wren in the form,
construction and situation of its nest; but in the number and colour of its eggs there is much difference.
It rarely flies more than a few yards at a time, but secretes itself in the midst of the little thicket in which
it has taken up 1ts abode. There is little difficulty in finding the nest 3 for althoueh it is in general very
artfully concealed among the herbage at the base of a tree, on the edge of a shelving bank, or among the
thick tangle of the serub, vet by attentively watching the old birds for a short time, they will soon indicate
by their actions the immediate locality of the nest. The male constantly cheers his mate with a pretty
lively song, which, although neither loud nor voluminous, serves to aive life to its secluded abode, which in
many instances is in the depths of the forests, where few sounds are heard except the monotonous note of
the Honey-sucker, and the perpetual rippling of the rivulet as it steals over the stony hed of the gully.
It is sometimes seen, particularly towards evening, to leave its lurking-place and seck any little open part
or glade in the forest, doubtless attracted to such situations in scarch of food.

The sexes present no difference whatever in the colouring of the plumage, consequently dissection is
necessary to distinguish them.

The nest is of rather a large size and of a domed form, outwardly composed of any coarse materials at
hand, such as leaves, tults of grass, roots, &c., the interior being formed of similar substances, but of a
fner kind, and the whole carefully lined with feathers. The eggs, which are large for the size of the bird,
are three in number, of a reddish white, enriously freckled and marked all over with reddish brown, parti-
cularly at the lareer end, where the markings assume the form of a zone; they are ten and a half lines long
by eizht lines broad.

: ]A'",ﬁ blackish brown, above which an obscure stripe of white ; crown of the head and all the upper sur-
face, wings and tail dark olive-brown with a tinge of red, which becomes more conspicuous on the ru}np
and tail-feathers ; spurious wing blackish brown, each feather margined with white 3 tjhmat .r:rt-}'ish white,
ailnlll.'l] with blackish brown : chest and centre of ihe abdomen brownish vellow, the former singularly but

more obscurely _-|mncnl than the, throat ; flanks chestnut-brown ; bill blackish brown ;- legs dark brown :

irides straw-y ellow.
The Plate represents the two sexes of the natural size.
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SERICORNIS OSCULANS, Gould.

Allied Sericornis.

Qepicornis osculnns, Gould in Proc of Zool. Soc., January 27, 1847.

¢ frequents anderwoods and serubby places, the

Jans inhabits Qouth Australia, where 1
Labits, and evades imrr;u'lt

_:_;ulh;-.}'s, &, it 18 naturally shy
g 1ts oxit on the other side.
S. humilis 3 from the former it differs in
ihe latter in these

Tnr Sericornis 0Sci
bottom of dry waler-courses, and retiring in its
It is most nearly allied to the

by creeping penecath the herbage and maki1
and 1s intermediate in size betwe
mgitudhuﬂ blotches

en that species and the
of black on the throat, and from

geen :'-pm'inwns in which th

S. frontalis,
having at all times numerous le
more distinet than in that species.
s given place 1o grey oOF areyls
tail tipped with white, as i J.

spots being much I have e yellow tint which
ades the centre of the abdomen ha centre hgure

but 1 have never found the

pery h white, as <hown in the

of the accompanyng Plate 3 maculnta and

S. levigaster.

The sexes pre ark on the lores of

the female, which are
All the upper curface, Wings

re band of black near the

sent the usual ch:u*uct.q:r'lr-:t'lc of the genus, in the absence of any black m

similar to the other parts of the body.

and tail dark brown, all but the two centre feathers of the latter crossed by

extremity 3 slul.r'mus wing-fe mnrghwd with white 3 lores
e eye 3 throal and centre of

w oblong black spots on

athers black,
fine line over th
marked with a fe

an obscu
black, above which on each side a e
vish white in some and

tch of white, continued ina

the abdomen Zre }'l.‘“U“"!hh white in others,

the throat.
The female
The figures represent two i

and has the lores brown instead of black.

natural size, the upper figure being that of the

1< somewhat smaller in sjze,
Jes and a female of the

female.
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SERICORNIS FRONTALTS.
White-fronted Sericornis.

Aeanthiza frontalis, Vie, and Horsf. 11 Linne Trans., vol. xv. p. aaf,—Gould, Syn. Birds of Australia, Part v

pricoriis parcilits, Gould in Proe. of Zool. Soc., Part V. p. 134 and inHyn. Birds of Aunstralia, Fart V. female.

Tis little bird inhabits the brushes, as well as all humid cituations clothed with thick underwood, such as
the sides of crecks, rullies, &e. The locality i which it 1s most abundant is the <puth-castern part of
Australia, where it is very numerous in all the dense forests which stretch along the coast between Sydney
and Moreton Bay, and I believe 1 may safely state that its range does not oxtend westward of the .liﬂtin
degree of East longitude, beyond which a nearly-allied species is found 3 the species, therefore, inosculate
about Spencer’s and St. Vincent's Gulfs in South Australia. Like the other members of the genus this bird
wenerally hops about the bottoms of the brushes, celecting in preference the most damp and humid parts,
where rotten wood and moss-covered stones afford some |‘+1=L'111i:11' species of insect food, upon which it 1s
destined to live. All the members of this genus are very Wrendike in their habits, actions, the kind of
food they select, and in the structure of their nest. The present s one of the smallest yet discovered, and
was always a favourite little bird with me, for in the inmost recesses of the forest, where all nature was
hushed to quietude, and silence reigned supreme, the presence of the little bird frured in the accompanying
Plate, hopping about from stone to stone in search of its msect food, now and then broke the monotony of
the scene with its inward warbling strain, which however -« o fecble, that it can only be heard when
uttered close at hand.

The sexes present SO little difference in colour that they cannof be L!l.etingni.alwd with certainty 3 the
female is somewhat the smaller. The young birds differ from the adult in having & few faint spots on the
throat, but which are entirely lost as they advance in age.

The nest of this .a'pw;'iu.n which, as I have before remarked, 1s very like that of the European Wren ( 270-
zuodytes Europaus), '« made of leaves, mMOsS and fibrous roots, and lined with feathers; its site is various,
being spmetimes under the shelving of a hank, and at others at the foot of a tuft 0
_made hole for an entrance. The

f grass or herbage,

beneath a stone, Ke.; it is quite .-:phurir:d in form, with a small neatly
and the three or four following months, during which perlml two or three

hreeding-season includes August,
Iv three in pumber, are of a dull flesh-white, freckled

hroods are nsually reared. The eggs, which are general

.d with purplish hrown, 1mr1i['u]m'h' at the larger end : their medinm length is ten lines and

and streake

hreadth seven and a half lines.
a line beneath the eye black ; over the eve line of grc}-:nh white 3

and tail olive-brown 3 wing-coverts tippcd with white :
centre of the chest and abdomen citron-

Centre of the forehead, lores, and
crown of the head, all the upper surface, wings
yo blackish brown 3 throat white, <triated with black 3
bill blackish brown ; feet }'u:’!lcm'i.-:h white.

male and female of the natural size. The very pret

-purinm wil
:.r':lnw:_ flanks olive-brown 3 .
The Plate represents the ty plant was guthertd in the
Lrushes of [awarra, where the birds are tolerably numerous.







SERICORN s LAV1G ASTER, Gowd.

lmﬁ-lyrﬁustmi Sericornis.
Spricoris laevigaster, Gould in Proc. of Zool. Soc., January 27, 18547

e e

This :-]u-t'n:.-:, although nearly allied to the S. maculata, 1% {’ui.uthmuislwt‘l by the entire absence of spots on the
throat and chest, and by having the tail-feathers largely tipped with white.

The male and female in my collection, and which are rcprcscnic:l on the :1-;-{'nmp:m:-.'1|u Plate, are part ol
the results of Dr. Leichardt’s overland vxpndiliuu from Morcton Bay to Port Essington, they having been
killed by My, Gilbert on the 30th of November 1844 3 butno rnformation whatever 18 to be found rt-wiu'rlhu

them n his Journal.

All the upper curface brown tail deepening into black near e extremity and tipped with white 3

spurious wing-feathers dark brown, margined with white on (heir inner webs: lores and mark under the

eye prownish black 3 above the eye an ‘ndistinet line of white 3 all the under surface washed with }'l‘]"liw-"lih
bufl'; irides gl't'unish white.

The female presents the usual differences, being somewhat emaller in size and wanting the black mark on
the lores.

The figures are of the patural S1ZC.
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SERICORN S MACUL ATUS, Gould.
Spotted Sericornis.

'..'..' e [P ¥ 1 L . .
Nppicornis maciiaiiis, Gould in Proe. of Fool. Do, Junuary 27, 1847.

-

““‘u'-f,rrﬂl. A horizines of the mountain districts of Western Australia.

______________———-—-—"__-___-__-_-_

[y present hicd, to which 1 have assiened the :‘-p[:r.']ﬁ{'. term of maculatus, has always Lheen a source of per-
ph-xh}' to me, from the circumstance of its varymg considerably in its markings 3 after mature consideration,
Lowever, [ am induced to rerard the :-apt:chm*u.-; from South Australia, Western Australia and the north
coast as referable to one and the same species, each however pmﬁu_-_cr-iug trivial differences by which it may
be known from whence it was received. Hllifuinwus from the Houtman's Abrolhos are of urr-.nlwr r-:uml'lt:r
aze, of a much greyer tint on the back, and have much d;11'1;(:1--L-u1mm>:'| legs. | believe that ihie bright
:-.'anw wash on the under surface of some sndividuals 15 vh:u'eu-u:ris!hr of newly moulted or youns birds: in
this -'-lrm-ivny not only is the throat r-.]n_ﬂ'rml with black, but the r-.llmn'mg extends over ihe chest anil some
distance down the flanks 3 1t has at all times the tail prml with white, & character which serves at onee to
ll].-ihurn'm'li it from §. osculans and H._,l’}'rm!rrf.".i:. Serubby places, and ravines cov ered with dense Lierbage,
whether 10 sterile or humid sitnations, are ‘g favourite resort. 1t hias the same shy |'|1w1m='1t'1nn and retiring
Labits as the other members of the genus, depending for safety rather upon it creeping, monse-lke
habits than upob its powers of flight, which are indeed geldom resorted to.

Its note s @ harsh, f_ﬁmthu_; kind of pwikter, often 1‘L’l'rl.‘i'l1.l‘l.].

The nest is o warm, f.‘lmm-r.a'\r.'tpm'l structure, formed of leaves and grasses, and lined with feathers; the
eggs are reddish white, minutely freckled and streaked with reddish brown, pzn-t'mn'l:n"ly 4t the larger end 3
they are three 0 pumber, pine lines long by seven lines hroad.

All the upper surface, WIngs and tail brown the latter crossed near the tip with a broad pand of black-
ish brown, and the outer feathers slightly tipped with white s forehead and lores deep black ; stripe above
and 2 small putth below the €ye white 3 ::-plu-'mu:'- wine-feathers black, murgiuu[] on their 1nner web with
white 3 under surface in :'-:.mn-. .n'ptrcimu:ur; _s;_'rv}'l.-ah white, 10 others washed with yellow 3 the feathers of the
throat and chest :pntwd with black on @ light f:;ruuud . irides areenish white.

The female is <pmewhat <maller than her matt and has the lores hrown instead of black 3 in other
respects her plumage is very Gimilar to that of the male.

The upper figure in the ncrmupnnying Plate 1'Lrprvscnt.-a a female, and the lower pmhuhly a young male s

(e figures are of the natural sIZe, from .-1wv11m‘n:- Kkilled in Southern and Western Austrahia.
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SERICORNI g MAGNIROS TRIS, Goud
Large-billed Qericornis.
Acanthiza yagnirosira, Gould in Proce. of 700, Soc., Part V. p. 146G ; and in Syn. Birds of Australia Part IV.

BN < - P

:1!:1' :?:1;-'”.{”}””] xIH f-'fl-l.\"l.il'l'.'h is an |1|..'I|.;11:1l;|.1|l 1:1‘ L:il.'- 'dm'n.uht-:-x of New South Wales, both those which clothe
[ L s and sies ol the ot tann ranges of the nnvriur as well as thosc t: . pnast s sueh § &

at Mawarra and on the hanks of the Hunter, the ':.I-'l"ll'l'l'lt'i‘11ht' "‘ul'u-it'n‘hw]l Ll e ”:‘”“L'.Uf“ .T'.I .'”Lh S
: bt e, Macleay ant other rivers; 1t 18 nNever seen
in the open country, and so far as [ am aware, is entirely confined to New Sonth Wales. Although it has
nothing either in s form or colouring o recommend it to notice, it must always be an object 1_“‘“‘;'1“.1_“1.
1:'ulm HI.IV very singular nest it constructs, and which, like that of Sericornis L'F.fr'mgu."m'r's, forms a remarkable
ohject 1m the scenery of the portion of the country it ‘nhabits. Tt is formed of a large loose mass of moss
and being attached to the extreme tips of the pvu:h‘.nl. bhranches, waves about with u_:s.'i:rx' wind that |:1!n‘..\':-"'
it i1s very 1'rm1|.1+:|.n1}' construeted within reach of the hand, hut is more often !nll.h]}l"hdi_'{] at about ten, um.i
sometimes as high as thirty feet from the ‘__‘,_'I'ﬂLilI{l : occasionally two or three are constructed torether under
a dense canopy of foliage, overhanging water or a deep and gloomy cully, and then present a very singular
appearance. 1 prm;-ur{:d several 1-._\:;1111111035 by shooting the branch asunder just above the nest. "l’hu-u:rnr
S0 lwrfu:f_-i]}' resembles the tufts of living mMOSS which are attached to many of the extremities of the hranches

of the trees of the hrushes, that it 18 impm-a:-alhh- to distinguish the one from the other 3 and 1t 15 a qmuﬂ:m

whether the bird purpnsuly builds its nest in imitation of these hanging masscs in order to elude 1n1|"-uif,

or whether it avails itself of ilie mass already formed, and by a little arehitectural kill converts it into a

receptacle for its eggs. It would seem tlhiat the same nest is resorted to for several seasons in suecession,

and 111'01}111!1}' for a series of years;: the entire mass consists of living mMoss, and the small hole left for an

entrance 18 80 skilfully concealed as gearcely to admit of detection. The hreeding-scason commmences 1n
August and continues until February, durit
flew three younsg birds, and others during the same month which contained egLs

The eggs are cenerally two or three in

Ty which prn‘iml many broods are ceared. | pmf:urml a nest in

vatv_mhm‘ out of which
<o recently laid that they could searcely have heen sat upon.
pumber 3 their u'rnund-t.'ulmu' varies from blnish white to dull reddish white, with the
¢ the bird, bemng pine and a

larger end sparingly

washed, freckled and <treaked with dark Lirown 3 they are large for the size ©

half lines lone by seven lines broad.
, among the hranches of the high trees, where it l__r;1'|u-- a

It is a very active but shy bard, 1{L'.L‘1'r.lullu' mucl
y view by jmitating the s:pn::lk of 1ts

ph-mi!‘ul :-'upply of msect food 3 it may, however, be casily enticed It

1'-'Hl'll'lﬂ'.
[ts powers of song are very feeble.

The sexes do nol differ in external appearance, nor do the young when fally fledged offer any variation in

colour from the adult.

(rown of the head, 4]l the upper surface, WINgs and tail olive-brown, the forehead and tail becoming

rufous hrown: throat and chest Lrownish white ; abdomen areyish white, passing into bright olive-greeu o0

ot of the fanks 3 bill black ; feet light brown irides brown.

IhL' 1hn'-.".-.'|.‘ !H
ale and a female of the patural size.

The hgures represent @ i
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ACAN THIZA pUSILL A
Little Brown A canthizi.

Sylvia pusilla, Lath, Ind."Orn. Supps P Ivi.

Motacilla J|.-|.'.~u'|'.".1_ White's Jouri., pl. in p- 257,

Bec-fin, Temm. Aan, d'Orm. 2nd edit., tom- i, p. lxvill.

Dwarf IWarbler, Lath, Gen. Syn. Supp-s vol. il. P a51.—haw, Gién. Zool., vol. x.p. b i Lath. Gen. 1list., vol, vil.
P 134.

Aeanthizo ]Hf.ciJ'n'rJ, Vig. and Horsf. in Linn. Trans., vol. Xv. P 227, note.

T s e

Tug present bird is very _az;vntr:1'!1:-.' ﬂlﬁpvrsm‘l over INew South Wales, where it inhabits the brushes, thickets
and gardens. It is most nearly allied to the A. Diemenensis, but may be distinguished from that species
by its more diminutive size, by its much shorter bill and smaller tail. 1t 18 an active 1;;'}11.5 Litle bird,
and F]H?"I'LILH' much of its time ammid the gmaller lealy branches of the trees, from among which
ihe tail is cenerally carried above the line of the body. The nest 18 of a dome-shaped form

anil hairy fihres of bhark, 11m~1‘mln:1wl andl hound ipeether with

it collects

its nsect food :

and 18 n‘mu‘drm:im! of fine dried grasses
the hairy cocoons of a .~'-1:L'L'1v.~a of lmjﬁthqnvrunsﬁ nsect, and lined with feathers. The egys arc four or five
in number, of a beautiful pt-nr\}' white, -_cpfml;'lr:l‘l andl H'l1nb':1'i‘{]1 with fine specks of reddish brown, forming 1M

gome nstances a gone near the larger end 3 their medium length is eight lines and a half by si% lines n

hreadth.
The ‘sexes are S0 prvrim"l'-.-' similar in outward appearance that dissection must be resorted to 10 distin-
onish the onc from the other:

Forehead puff, each feather edged with brown all the upper
of black 3 ihroat and chest greyish white,

abdomen and under tall-

surface and wings hrowi, tinezed with

olive s gail reddish olive, crossed near the tip by @ narrow band
each feather m.;u'l,{'mud with black, aiving that part @ mottled uppt-:n'nuw . flanks,
coverts bufl ; irides brownish sod 5 bill dark brown 3 feet brown.

The Plate 1‘:-pru.~mnts two iu[lh'idnu‘le of the patural size.
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ACANTHIZA DIEMENENSIS, Goud.

r ALY L .
"asmanian Acanthiza.

Aranthiza Diemenensis, Gould in Proc. of Zool. Soc., Part V. p. 146; and in Syn. Birds of Australia, Part IV

Rrown-tail, Colonists of Yan Diemen’s Land. : T |

. [ prnnve this species, like the Aeanthiza Ewingii, to be peculiar to Van Diemen’s Land, over the whole of

which country it is rather numerously dispersed, and where it inhabits forests and open woadlands, but
evinees i 511':-11*1'L'nw to low and shrub-like trees rather than to those of a higher erowth. It also frequents
the gardens and irubberies of the colonists ; it is consequently one of the commonest and one of the best
known birds of the island.  Active and _~'-||1'i::h1!_~.' in its actions, it prys about the foliage with the most
serntinizing care in <earch of inseets and their larvee, which constitute its sole food. It frequently utters a
rather loud harsh note, which is sometimes changed for a more full and clear strain ; still its vocal powers
are by no means COnspICUous. It has a much more lengthened bill, and is altogether a larger bird than the
Avanthiza pusilla, whose habitat seems rostricted to the south-eastern portion of the Australian continent.
The plumage of the sexes is alike, and their size and g__l_':*.ul:r:il appearance so similar, that without the aid of
dissection 1t 18 ill]]]th’ihihh‘ to distinguish them. The nest of this little bird, which is usually built in a low
chirub, is rather a dense structure, beine formed of grasses, fibrous roots and the inner bark of trees, warmly
lined with feathers; it is of a globular form, with a small hole in the side ncar the top for an entrance,
andl is very similar in appearance to that of the Common Wren, Troglodytes Eurapaus. The eces are four

or five in number, of a beautiful |wm‘l}' bluish white, r-']]r'llthfd and .-']mth*d with reddish brown. In some

instances the spots form a zone round the larger end.  The medium length of the eces is eight lines and 2
half, and breadth six lines.

'I11r1n~pv1uh*uﬂ}' of the task of ineubating its own ollspring, this species very frequently has to perform the
additional labour of hatching and rearing the young of the Bronze Cuckoo ( Chalcites fucidus), whose single
e O yYoung is often found in the nest. It 1s a very early breeder, commencing 1n August and continuing
until January, during which period two or three broods are generally reared by, each pair.

]"m'uh::u{!'ru!‘:ms hrown, cach feather with a crescent-shaped mark of bright bull’ near its extremity and
ilmu-;l with blackish brown; all the npper surface and wings deep olive-brown 3 : :
brown 3 tail olive-brown, crossed by a band of blackish brown s cheeks, throat and chest _:__,f]'t'}l.-‘h white, each
: .d with a broken line of deep brown ; abdomen and under tail-coverts u{rv:-ir-h white, tinged
and under tail-coverts bill dark brown ; irides lake-red ; fect

upper tail-coverts reddish

feather marging
with rufous. which is deepest on the flanks

hrowi.
The Plate represents the two sexes of the natural size.
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ACANTHIZA EWI NG, Gould
[owing’s Acanthiza.

leanthiza .l".'--'.::i_-,.'.:f, Gould in Proc. of Zool. Soe., Auncust 13, 1844,

it R R

heen named after the Reverend Thomas

an Diemen’s Land, and has
and a sincere friend to all

e study of Natural History,
two nearly allied spec
ny visit to that country, i

Tuis species of Acanthiza is a native of ¥
ntleman ardently attached to th

That there were ies of this genus imnha-

nd 1 have since

James Ewing, a ge
who have the advantage
biting Van Diemen’s Land was an op
ascertained that this opinion was a corre
what difference may exist in the habits and economy of t

The Acanthiza Fawingit 18 more elegant in all its pt-upnrﬂm

L it is a smaller bird, its tavsi are longer and more
A, Ewingit, which does not occur i any other known ulsl-vhu :
o with blue-grey, while in A. Dicmenensis this part
this little bird on the continent of

of his :1:'1'11m'1ut:1||.r1'.
inion I had entertained hefore 1

I did not reside there long enoueh to ascertain

et one, although
he two ]lh‘f!-:.

15 than 1ts near ally, the Acantliza Diemenensis,

.‘\h._"'llf!l.ll'. Il.lil_"l'i.l' :|-. ;11\.“ 0 |'-|l']l hrown “HUIL at
the markings of

for althoug
I_Ij‘ the

the base of the prinun'ivﬁ of
‘ndistinet and cloudd

the breast also are more
brown. 1 have never Seen

plumage is lighter and more inclined to
and 1 believe that it never occurs there.

all the upper surface
|;':|.I1.|. ]--“'h !H'“'ﬂt'”. Cr'oss
eckled black and white s under

wings dark brown: primurih
black near the tip 3 the
irides dark

brownish olives
ed by a broad band of
<urface pale olive;

Australia,
Crown of the head light brown:
with sandy bufl's

mareined at the base
d with white 3 throat sp

lateral feathers tippe
bill and feet brown.

brown ;
nts the two sex

The Plate represe es of the natural size.
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A C A NT “ IZA A PICA L] n"‘;, (fould.

Western Acanthiza.
Acanthiza apicalis, Gould in Proe. of Zool. Soc., March, 1847,
Hjamﬂ-fr.«'-rf_;'rm.:'-fﬁm;'-f. Aborigines of the lowland distriets of Western Australia.

Hren. Colonists of Swan River,

I'uis species, which is a native of Western Australia, is distinguished from those immediately allied to it—

A. Diemenensis, pusilla and Ewingii—by its large size, by its larger and rounder tail, by the broad and

distinet band of black which crosses the tail-feathers near their extremities, and by their being largely

tippm] with white.
[t occurs in great abundance in the colony of Western Australia, both at Swan River and Iing George's

Sound, and is to be met with in all wooded situations. Like the other members of the genus, it is active

1m1|ni||.:__: about from branch to branch with its tail erect,
Its stomach is somewhat muscular, and the

and slal‘iu"lnlj' i 1ts actions, and often repeating a
note which very much resembles the syllables Gee-wo-wut.
food consists of small insects of various kinds.

It breeds in September and October. The nest,
is of a domed form, with ithe entrance in the
The ewos are from three to five in number,

which is usually placed in a thickly-foliaged bush, or in
a clump of the Tea-tree, side, and is composed of dried
¢ bark, and lined with feathers.
od with reddish chestnut, the freck
their medium length is eight lines, and br
' somewhat smaller than her mate.

surlace, wingrs and tail lierhit

arasses and strips of Tea-tre
of a flesh-white, thickly freckl

end as to form a complete zone ;

les becoming so numerous af the larger

cadth six lines.

The sexes are alike in plumage, but the female
forchead deep buff, edged with dark brown ; all the upper

and distinet band of brownish black near the extremity, and largely
hest greyish tzlil-:'ﬂ'n:rh.]:.'iln;! bull;

flanks, abdomen and under

Feathers of the
tail erossed with a broad
¢ tail-coverts tinged with rufous ; throat and ¢
a mottled appearance ;

olive-brown :
tipped with white ; uppe
white, each feather marg
bill, legs and feet dark brown.

ined with black, giving that part

irides light red ;
The figures are of the natural size.
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ACANTHI ZA INOR NA TA, Ciould.

Plain-coloured Acanthiza.

Acanthiza inornata, Gould in Proc. of Zool. Soc., Part VIIIL. p. 171.
Djo-hul-djo-bul, Aborizines of the lowland distriets of Western Australia.

Arrnoven neither elegant in form nor characterized by any beauty of plumage, the present little bird
demands as much of our attention as any other species of the group. Tts true habitat seems to be the
south-western parts of Australia, for it is numerously dispersed over the colony of Swan River ; it is
equally abundant at King George's Sound ; and as I Killed specimens on the small low islands at the
mouths of H[wm'er'rﬂ and St. Vineent's Gulfs, it 15 most 1sl'nhnhh_' that its range extends all alane the coast
botween those localities. [ndependently of its plainer colouring, the truncated form of its tail serves at
once to Llistillgills1| it from the Aecanthiza apicalis, with which it is often seen in company ;3 unlike the latter
bird however it does not erect its tail, but carries it in a line with the body.

Its note is a little feeble song somewhat resembling that of the Maluri. It feeds solely on minute nsects
of various kinds, in searching for which it assumes the usual clinging and ln-}'h:u{ ;u.r?-‘ilimh of other insecti-
vorous birds which seek their food among the leaves and branches of shrubs and trees.

It breeds in November the nest, which is of a domed form, being placed ‘1 some low shrub, often in that
asses lined with a few feathers.

of the jam-wood, and composed of gr
a white colour, slightly tinged with ereenish grey; they measure

The eggs are five in number, and of
ceven and a half lines long by five and a half lines hroad.

No visible difference 's observable in the outward appearance of the sexes.
All the upper surface, wings and tail olive-brown 3 primaries dark brown ; tail crossed by a broad band
of hrownish black ; all the under surface light buff'; irides areenish white ; bill and feet black.
The figures are those of a male and a female of the natural size.
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ACANTHIZA PYRRHOPYGILA, Gould.
Red-rumped Acanthiza.

Acanthiza pyrrhopyqia, Gould in Proc. of Zool. Soc., 1847,

8, j}:rs.r'e"e"u, Ewingit, and n;,‘-fﬁm"éﬁ._, in having a shorter anil

differs from the Acanthize Diemenensi
rump and upper tatl-coverts ;

depth of the red colouring on the
tail tipped with white, in which 1
arly allied.

Tms species

more robust bill, and n the greater it also
differs from the three former in having the
former of which it 1s most ne
Belts of the Murray, where it inhabits
a distinct species by the red colouring of
so by the 1H'L‘!:I].i'.'ll"i!:n' of its note.
an alert and :lu'li'L' little bird,

espect it assimilates to the

A. apicalis and A. uropygialis, to the

I discovered this 5|mti{-i-a in the the small shrubby trees 3 upon

at once ;wrc:}iwu{! that 1t was the rump, which
In its

first seeing if, I
ance of several j.'urtl.-a, and al

showed very cnn.«plunmnaly at the dist
ery closely assimilates to the other
above the level of the back, and
- and found

actions 1t v members of the genus, beinge
{ the coverts to the wreatest

showing the red colouring o
ard difference, and are

carrying its tail
that they exhibit no outw

I succeeded in killing hoth sexes
{li:'ti!'l,_f_','lli.-_-']ill:i] with certainty by dissection.
igs olive-brown, th

advantage.
only to be
All the upper surface and wh
throat white, each feather
tail olive, crossed by
bs with white ;3 bill black

e feathers of the forehead margined with buff ; wings
abdomen whitish 3 flanks pale
tipped on the outer webs
e somewhat lighter 3 feet

margined with black 3
a broad band of black, and

ish brown, under mandibl

brown with pale edges;
bufl'; upper tail-coverts rufous ;
qle olive, on the inner we
irides reddish brown.

are of the natural size.

with L
brown 3
The hgures
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ACANT HIZA N AN A, Vig. and Hors/.

Little Acanthiza.

Dwarf Warbler, var. A.* Lath. Gen, Hist, vol. vii. p. 134. No. 161,
996.—Less. Man, 4'Orn., tom. L p.

Acanthiza nana, Vig. and Horsf. in Linn.

b0
-
&

Trans., vol. xv. p.

New South Wales and South An-

_::vnul'.'d!}' distributed over the colonies of
<o far as I could observe,

stralia, inhabits the extremities of the branches of the various trees, without,
rticalar kind 3 the Cusuaring on the

ed to by it. Insects of various or
which strongly reminded me of

Tus little bird, which 1s very

banks of creeks, the £
ders constitut

evincing a partiality for any ps wealypti of the
and the belts of Banksie being equally resort ¢ its sole
food, and in the capture of these it exhibited many
those of the Regulus cristatus of our own island : *that,
oround for food, I think very likely, yet I do not recollect having se

ptrance near the top, and

plains,
lively and varied actions,

like its near allies, it may lH't';l'-iIJH;{H‘. resort Lo the
en it in such situations.

s rrisses 3
¢ o H

15 1.'m111|n-.1~|! of fin

Jdler branches of the trees.

=
ructure with a small e

The nest 15 a neat domed st
is generally among the smi

its site varies according to circumstances, but
are at present unknown.

n on reference to the Plate, of the more

The number and colour of its eggs

and as will be see the Acanthiza nana is one

As its name implies,
although not the least of the
e by which the sexes can
jon in the colourit

diminutive, Australian birds.

There is no outward differenc do they undergo any
is there any great variat
bright olive ; tail greyish b
r surface yellow; iride

he distinguished, peither
e of the young and the adult.
. and crossed by a broad band of

seasonal change, nor
of vellowish white

All the upper surface
blackish brown ; throat and unde

bill and feet blackish brown.
. patural size.

rown tinged with olive
g hrown with a very narrow rim

The figures are of the







ACANTHIZA LI NEATA, Gowld
Siriated Acanthiza.

Acanthiza lweala, Gould in Proe. of Zouol, Soe., Part V. p. 1406 and in Syn. Birds of Australia, Part 1V.

‘bits most of the wooded districts of South Australia, !mrlii'n'l.'n'lx the zullies

Tuis pretty hittle -pru11*.- inhi
i the brushes and tre

it is also tolerably abundant amor s near the brooks and

New South Wales. [t is very active
insects in every imh.-ai!ﬂ

among the pountaln ranges ;

rivilets of the Liverpool range in clinging
about among the branche
the countries above-mentione
did not sncceed prurut'ing its nest,
a domed form, with a small
ned from analogy that they are

and animated in its actions,
¢ variety of ||n-.'|11|.‘n|. [t is a per-

s in search of
Van Diemen’s Land or Western

d, but 15 not found 1n
hut _111{!5111|:5 fram thosze
hole near the top for an entrance:
cither ptll‘t']}' white, or

and prying
manent resident in

Australia. Unfortunately I of the other
it is doubtless of

it may be presu

members of the genus, anil
though I have never scen the eggs,
white .v-lw.er] with reddish brown.

Its food consists entirely of msects,

leaves and Howers of the various trees.

which are prm'nrvtl from the
pti]:h* dillference whatever

A by dissection, for no perce

18 ohservable

The sexes can only be ll.lhi.lll:‘_'_ﬂlihllt'

e or the colouring of their plumage.
Australian

either in their 817
zenus to which it belor

s, andd one of the most diminutive of the

This Hl]l"l{:lli'ﬁ'., the least of the
thus described :—

the head brownish olive,
tail the same, crossed by
throat and chest grey,
egular .ﬂputlutl appearance 3

birds, may be
of each feather ; back

Crown of

and wings grvumah olive 3
are brownish greys
aiving these parts an ir

line of white down the centre
of brownish black ne
the margins of the

bill and feet black ;

with a fine
a broad band ar the tip, lu*:.uml

tinged with olive,

which the extremities

feathers spotted with dark brown,

irides brown.

The Plate represents the natural size.
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ACA NTH |ZA REGU LOIDE N, Vig. and Horsf.
Regulus-like Acanthiza.

Acanthiza Reguloides, Vie. and Horsf. Linn. Trans., vol. xv. p. 226.

[hearf IWarbler, var. 87 Lath., Gen Hist., vol. vii. 1. 135. No. 161.—Less. AMan., d'Orn., Lo i. p. 283

Maxy of the actions of this little bird offer a close resemblance to those of the Yellow-tailed Acanthiza
(A. chrysorrhaa) ; like that species, 't resorts to the around for “t< food ; moves about in small flocks
of from eight to fifteen in number ; when flushed shows the yellow or buff of the rump very conspicuously ;
always spreads ts tail while flying ; flits along with a jerking motion, and is very tame. It 1s extremely com-
mon in South Australia, where I observed it in every part of the country ] visited, and in New South Wales |
even found it in the interior heyond the ranges, and also on the hare ridges between Patrick’s Plains and the
Liverpool range. I did not meet with it in Van Diemen’s Land. It evinces i decided preference for the
open country or ills s'li;:ht'l}' covered with brush, where it can feed on ihe ground and flv to the low shrub-
like trees when disturbed ; 1 have also seen it busily engaged among the branches, ;zp!mrrml:.' in search of
insects, in the 11l.|1':~llit of which, like the other members of the genus, 1 displays anusual alertness and
address.

Its domed nest 18 placed among the foliage of the gum, swamp-0ak and other trees, and is composed of
fine grasses interwoven with cobwebs and slightly lined with foathers. The breeding-scason comprises the

o are four in number.

months of September, October and November, and the eg
_brown, the feathers of the forehead tipped with

[
Crown, back of the neck, upper surface and wings olive
a lighter colour; rump, upper and under tail-coverts pale ochre ; throat and chest white, each feather with
margin of brown ; base of all the tail-feathers puie buff, the external margin of the

a very slight, hroken
the under

outer feathers and the tips of all brownish bufl, the central purli:m blackish brown 3 bill brown,
mandible pah*r than the upper 3 feet olive-brown 3 irides heautiful ':'-tr;m'-yv'limr.

The Plate rvprvm-nh the two sexes of the natural size.







ACANTHIZA CHRYSORRHEA.

Yellow-tailed Acanthiza.

Saxicola chrysorrhera, Quoy and Gaim., Voy. de I'Astrolabe, p. 198. pl. 10. fig. 2
Acanthiza ehrysorehea, Gould, Syn. Birds of Australia, Part 1V.

Jededa, Aborigines of the lowland distriets of Western Australia.

Tms well-known species ot Aeanthiza inhabits Van Diemen’s Land, Western and Southern Australia and New
Sonth Wales, in all of which countries it is i permanent resident. It is generally met with in small com-
panies of from six to ten in number, and is so tame that it may be very closely approached before it will
rise, and it then merely flies ofl' to a short distance and alights again ; during these short flights the yellow
ol the rung shows VETY l:'l.lll.‘-i}lt‘tlﬂil.ﬁ!}'- -

[t commences breeding very carly, and rears a least three broods a year. The nest is somewhat carelessly
constructed of leaves, grasses, wool, &c., and is of a domed form, with a small hole for an entrance. It
would seem that the same nest is resorted to for several succeeding years 3 but the most curious feature con-
neceted with it is, that a small cup-shaped 1]::1:1'('.~..~ciun or second nest, as it were, is frequently formed on
the top or sule of the other, and which is said to be either the roosting-place of the male, or where he
may sit in order to be in company with the female during the task of nidification. I have myself found
many of these double nests, but have not had ummi'tunhirn for satisfactorily ascertaining the use of the
upper one. The bird very readily resorts to the gardens of the settler. and construets its curious nest in
any low <heulb. “In Van Diemen’s Land one of the trees most frequently seleeted for the purpose is the
|n'ile|j.' Munosa - in Western Australia it is frequently suspended from the overhanging branches of the
Nanthorrhea, and 1n the district of the Upper Hunter upon the apple-trees (Angophare). The nest varies
very much in size, being in some instances considerably larger than the one figured. The eggs are generally
of a beantiful uniform flesh-colour, but occasionally they are found sprinkled over with very minute specks
of reddish vellow, which in some instances form a zone at the larger end; they are four or five in numbers
their medinm length being nine lines and breadth six lines.

This is one of the species to which the Bronze Cuckoo (Chalcites Jucidus) delegates the task of rearing
its voung. I have several times taken the egg of the euckoo from the nest of this bird and also the young,
in which latter case the parasitical bird was the sole occnpant.

The song of the Acanthiza chrysorrhaa 1s extremely pretty, many of its notes closely resembling those of
the Goldfinch of Europe (Carduclis elegans). 1t food consists of small coleopterous and other kinds of
insects.

The sexes are alike in plumage, and may be thus described :— o
a spot of white at the tip of each feather; cheeks, throat, and a line tfrom the

Forehead black, with and . ,
white : chest and under <urface vellowish white, passing into light olive-

nostrils over each eve :‘r;-:;l.-.h . :
brown on the flanks: upper surface and wings olive-brown ; rump and upper tail-coverts bright citron-
vellow 3 base of the tail-feathers white, tineed with yellow 3 the external margin of the outer feathers anil
.Iiu' tips of a1l brownish grey, the central portion blackish brown ; bill and feet blackish brown ; irides very
light grey.

The Plate represents @ nest and a male and female of the natural size.
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EPTHIANURA ALBIFRO N S.
White-fronted Epthianura.
{eanthiza albifrons, Tard. and Selb. 1L Orn., vol. ii. pl. 56. firs. 1 and 2.
-

| pirst met with this species ‘1 a state of nature on the small islands in Bass's Straits, where it had
evidently been breeding, as | observed several old nests in the Barilla and other stunted bushes which
clothe those isolated spots, p:1|‘Ti{'u.1:1r1}' Chalky and Green Islands, immediately contiguous to Flinders.
[ did not observe it in Van Diemen’s Land or to the southward of the localities above mentioned. It
would appear that it extends over the whole of the southern portion of the Australian 4_-rn|T';|u-l||i. as [ have
specimens n my collection which were killed at Swan River. in South Australia, and in New South Wales :
the extent of its range northwards 1s not known § [ have never yet seen examples from the north coast.

It is a most .-_-'priu'iﬂij.' and active little bird, i]ill'ﬁ(.‘lll;ll‘!}' the male, whose white throas and banded chest
render him much more conspicuous than the sombre-coloured female. As the structure of its toes
and lengthened tertiaries would lead us to expect, its natural l:l'm"lm':.' is the ground, to which it habitaally
resorts, and decidedly evinees a lnl'ctl'rn;'mrv to spots of a sterile and barren character. The male, like many
of the Saxicoline birds, t‘ruqm'u!'l}' perches cither on the summit of a stone, or on the extremity of a tlend
and leafless branch. It 1s rather shy in its 1i1.~1pu.~i1lun, and when disturbed flies off with considerable
rapidity to ihe distance of two or three hundred yards before it alights again. I observed it in small
companies on the plains near Adelaide, over the hard clayey surface of which it tripped with amazing
Fwis,

l|ﬂit."|-'.1w_.-5, with a motion that can neither be deseribed as a hop or a run, hut something between the

;u-runqmuim! by a bobbing action of the tail.

Of its nidification, I regret to say, nothing is at present known.
The male has the forchead, face, throat and all the under surface pure white s
of deep black, the points of which run up the sides of the neck and join the

occiput black ; chest

crossed by a broad crescent
black of the occiput 3 upper <urface dark grey, with a lr:H(-h of dark brown in ihe centre of each feather ;
wines dark brown 3 upper tail-coverts black ; two centre tail-feathers dark brown; the remainder dark
brown, with a large oblong patch of white on the inner web at the tip; irides, in
bufl, in others vellow with a slight tinge of red on the onter edee of the pnpi'l . hill and feet black.

he upper surface, wings and tail grevish brown, with a slight

some, beautiful reddish

The female has the crown of the head, all t
1e latter ; throat and under surface bufly white 3

L]

indication of the oblong white spot on the inner webs ol il
and a slight erescent of black on the chest.

The hgures arc of the natural S1ZE.
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EPTHIANUR A AURIFRO NS, Gould.

Orange-fronted Epthianura.
[ipthiamira @i ifrons . Gould in Proc. of Fool. Soc., Part V. p. 148 and in Syn. Birds of Australia, Part v

b LTSN

As long since as the year 1837 1 had the pleasure of rhm'.'u-trrizhurI'Im- upw.u-« at one of the scientific
meetings of the }'Znu'lnnual Socicty of London, from a specimen which had been prese nted to the Society's
collection by Licut. Breton, RN, a I‘_'LL_I'IHE‘H!.IH much attac hed to soological science, a5 exe 11|1|'|11'u-d by ili.-a
NUMerous donations to that Society, and in his Excursions in New South Wales, Western \uuu'hlh; and
Van Diemen’s Land."”

The ll'.iL‘i'lti'__r;l--fn_mtl;'ll l*‘,]bt'hi:nun‘n must be lr.irm{h*tl as a bird of tlie oreatest rarity, for the ~p|-v11|u-n above
mentioned '« the only ont that has ever comce ander my notice, and in all pmh.tinhh it 1s 1'111114- unigue 3
hence this 18 another of the birds to which 1 would wish to direct the attention of residents 1 , New
South Wales, pmlu aularly ihose who have an uppmlunm of visiting the locality +n which it was secl by
Licut. Bretou, who, when npmlmw af Gammon Plains, New South Wales, m ihe work above mentioned,
says ‘*we ot also some Platypt, and a small bird hike a Mule Canary (@ «~||mu-~ of Saxicola) s this last 18
exceedingly rare in the colony, and T am not awarc that any other person pm_-uuu a specimen 3 there were
only three together, and the natives said they had pever seen any before.
and in the square form of the tail, it offers a grealcr
avisionally pl: aced it; future research,

this opinion, OF the

In the lenathened wing, largely dm{h:pw] tertiarics,
alliance to Lﬁh"ﬂmrm 4 than to any other genus, and there [ have pr

' however, and 2 knowledge of its habits and nidification, will determine the justice of

pmpruh of wpamunw it mto a distinct genus.
and all the under surface fne wolden orange, which 18

Head, upper tail-coverts, sides of the neck, breast
os brown, margined with olive ; tail

the forehead and centre of the abdomen; hack olives wing

\ feather except the two middle ones having an oval spot of whit

richest on
o on the mner web at

brownish | black, cacl
the tip 3 chin and centre of the throat black ; Wil black ; feet hrown.

The heure 15 of the naturs al size.
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EPTHIANURA TRICOLOR, Goud
Tri-coloured Epthianura.

F-,'Iflifufrfjrflr'la feicofor. Gonld in Proc, al Zool. Soc., Parl VIIL p. 154

Wiine traversing, soon after sunrise on the 11th of December 1859, the forest lands near Peel’'s River to
the eastward of Ly erpool Plains, a fine male specimen of this bird attracted my notice by the beaunty of s
colouring and ihe nln-ighl'lilu.h-.- and aetivity of its actions, while ]IH'\”:\' eneaced n I'FI]HHI.'IIII.',_',' the small mseets
that were hovering ‘1 the air near the ground, As may b :&Il}rihhl.'d, the sight of a bird of such heauty, antl
which, moreover, was entirely new to me, excited so strong a desire to possess it that scarcely a moment
u'lnpwd hefore it was dead and i omy hand : 1 regret to add, however, that neither my travelling companion
Natty nor ;m}'uslu-r person could give me any account of it, since, like my self, they had never scen it before ;
wor could T during my residence in the colony cither see another example or obitain any nformation on the
subject. In a small collection prnmn'r{l for me in South Australia by an intelligent and enthusiastie collector,
Me. Strange, two other specimens ocenrred which 1 supposed to be male and female : anfortunately in this
instance also they were iumm-nn'lpnui:*{! by any notes of their habits or economy : which are vet to be
ascertained, the specics being doubtless migratory, and the specimens sent rare isitors from the interior
to the part of the country where they were killed ; any s formation respecting ihis rara aris wouldl therefore
: be very :Ln-vphﬂ:h-,

The male has the erown of the head, upper tail-coverts, breast and abdomen Liright ~r.'ilt'5i'i . lores, line
above and beneath the eve, ear-coverts, oceiput and back dark brown wines brown, each fenther margined
with brownish white; tail dark brown, each feather having a large spof of white on the mner web at the
tp 3 chin. throat and under tail-coverts white : irides straw white: bill and feet blackish brown.

’ The female is similar in_ colour, but has only dlight wash of the searlet colouring, except on the upper
tail-coverts, where it is as brilliant as in the male.

The figures are of the natural s17e.
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XEROPHILA LEUCOPSIS, Gowd
White-faced Xerophila,

]‘(.r-;-n‘uf.u'fr.u FPJrr'rn}-n'rl.!;_, Gould in Proe. of Zool. Soc,, Part VILL p 175

As an instance how objects which are rare or from remote localities receive a greater share of attention than
those with which we are familiar, 1 may state ihat while collections of birds have been transmitted to Europe
from the most distant parts of the new colony of South Australia, the present Little bird, which inhabits the
very streets and gardens of Adelaide, like the sparrow in the towns of Europe, had been up to the period
of my visit utterly disregarded 3 1t was too cominon to be considered worthy of notice.  Immediately on
my arrival. however, 1n fact on my way to pay my respects to the Governor, Colonel Gawler, 1 nhwrnjd it
hopping abont the street in numbers, and almost on the very door-step of his Excellency’s residence.
Upon my calling his attention to the subject and informing him that it was a bird entirely new to selence,
he at once gave orders that some specimens chould be captured alive, so that when [ paid my second
visit in the evening this undeseribed species was @ captive in a cage, by which means [ was enabled to
examine it more closely than I had before been able to do. 1 afterwards found it to he tolerably abundant
in all parts of the colony I visited, both in the interior and in the neighbourhood of the coast. It was
generally met with in small flocks of from six to sixteen in number, and more frequently on the eronnd than
among the trees. It hops over the ground very quickly and appears @ busy little bird, prying among the
herbage for its food, which ]Jriutipuﬂj consists of the speds of the grasses and small annuals which abound
on the plains and low hills of South Australia. In disposition it is so remarkably tame that it will allow
of a very near u]:prmu'h before it will rise, and then 1t merely flies to the nearest hush or low tree.

The male oflers no external difference by which it can be distinguished from the female, neither do the
» YOURg exhibit any contrast to the adults in their plumage 3 it has in fact little to recommend 1t to the
notice of the oeneral observer either in its colouring or in the quality of its song.

The nest which was kindly forwarded to me by Mr. Strange is of rather a large size, of a domed form,
with a hole for an entrance very near the top, and 1s {'.nlnlm_-aul of dried grasses, moss, ﬁlrlsh-rﬁ’ webs, wool,
the soft blossoms of plants and dead leaves matted together and warmly lined with feathers; it 15 about
seven inches in height and four inches in diameter. The ergs received with ihe nest were three in number,
of a fleshy white, cight and a half lines long and six lines broad.

Forehead and lores white ; upper surface olive-brown : wines and tail brown, the latter p:main-__r into black
near the extremity, and rippud with white.; all the under surface 11:111: bufl'; bill and feet black ; irides light
sl rawrctuhmr.

The Plate represents the male and female of the natural size.

.
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PYRRHOLAAMUS BRUNNEUS, Goud.
Brown Red-Throat.

Pyrrholemus brinnews, Gould in Proe. of Zool. Soe., Part VIII. p. 174,

.P';q'-,'r-_}'f-uf-.lll.--;-..""_l', _\lltl]';_:_:.inl = |||' |]|_|- :III'I|H|.]I|.HiI!i llihll'.[lﬂ- u|' ."l"lll."'-1l.'|!']J -'Ill-“"-ll'illiél.

I vouxp this new bird tolerably abundant in the Belts of the Murray, about forty miles to the northward of
Lake Alexandrina, where it gave a decided preference to low stunted bushes and fallen trunks of trees
OVEergrown with IIL"'I'[]iI'_{:’, under which it secreted ilht_‘il‘:_ it sometimes rose to the top of a bush to xi1|1_:'1
|mi1rir|:: forth a melody equal to any of the smaller birds of Australia, which must render it a general
favourite when that portion of the country becomes colonmized. It passes much of its time on the
around, hopping about with great celerity, and with its tail elevated considerably above the level of its
back.

Since I killed my specimens it has been obtained by Mr. Gilbert in Western Australia, from whose
notes I learn that it is there an inhabitant of the underwood and the thickest serub ; and that “ it possesses |
a very sweet and melodious song, which it generally utters while perched on the extreme topmost branch of
a small scrubby tree, and having repeated it two or three times, dives down into the impenetrable
bush. While feeding it utters a weak, piping, call-like note. [ never saw it fairly on the wing, for it
seems averse to H}'iltu, but generally |n‘u_11'::|'.~: creeping from bush to bush, and even if closely hunted
merely flits a few yards. It makes its nest on the ground, precisely like the members of the genus Cafa-
manthus. 1 found a pair building in the month of September 3 upon visiting the spot again after an interval
of a week, the nest appeared finished, bemg lined with feathers, but there were no eggs; unfortunately
from this time the birds deserted the nest; but Mr. Drummond tells me that he once saw the eggs, that
thev were three in number and of a green colour.”

i face and wings brown ; tail brownish black, the three lateral

Lores greyish white ; all the upper sur
the remainder of the under

feathers on each side largely tipped with white ; centre of the throat rufous ;
ish grey, passing into sandv bufl on the flanks and under tail-coverts ; irides reddish brown,

surface brown
lower mandible greenish white ;

with an outer ring of vellowish white; upper mandible reddish brown ;
legs and feet dark greenish grey.
The figures represent the two sexes of the natural size.
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ORIGMA RUBRICATA.

Rock-Warbler.

Sylvia rubricata, Lath. Ind. Orn. Supp., p- . Bonn. et Vieill, Ency. Méth. Orn., part ii. . 461

Rudiy iWarkler, Lath. Gen. Syn supp.. vol, 1i. p. 249, Shaw, (i;-||. Zool., \n].. X. P 1;':;.—1 IHH Gen, 1ist
vol. vii. p. 138, B N el

Motacilla solitaria, Lewin, Birds of New Holl, pl 16

Salifary Fiyi ateher. Lath. Gen, Hist., vol. ¥vi. p. 2,

Saxicola solitaria, Vig. and Horsf, in Linn. Trans., yol, xv. p. 2306,

Origma solitaria, G. R, Lray, Iist of Gen. of Birds, 2nd Edit., p. &0.

- —

Prruars no one of the smaller birds of New South Wales has attracted a greater share of the attention of
ornithologists than the present; @ desire indeed of gaining a more complete knowledee of 1ts habits and
manners has been generally 1::~.‘|11'v.m':u-t1, Aware of this fact, I made Jn}'ww as much nrrpnﬁrﬂwl therewith
as cirenmstances would admit; and found that they are very peculiar, and different from those of most
other birds.  Its usual places of resort are the neighbourhood of water-courses and stony, rocky oullies s
so exclusively in fact is it confined to such situations, that it never visits the forests, nor have I ever scen
it perching on ihe branches of the trees; indeed it wounld seem to have an aversion to sO doing, as it
does not even resort 1o them as a resting-place for its nest, but suspends it to the ceilings of caverns and the
ander surface of overhanging rocks in a manner that 15 most surprising ; the nest, which is of an oblong,
alobular form, and composed of moss and other similar substances, is ruwpt'!nh-d by a narrow neck,
and presents one of the most singular nstances of bird architecture that has yet come ander my notice.
The breeding season pxtends over the months of Huph:mhm', October and November, when it 1s not unusual
to find three or four nests _uuwpuluh:d to the ceiling of a small dark cavern. [ did not succeed in l:r:.:*nrin::
its egos.

Its food consists of inscets of various kinds.

Its note 1s @ low, stpw:ﬂ{ing sound, which it utters while 'Imm:iuu about the rocks with its tail raised
] of the hody, after the manner of some of the Acanthize.
¢ of this species is New South Wales, which, so far as | am aware, < its exclusive place
f the other colonies : over that part of the country it 15 very
the rocky beds of the g‘ll'lliv.-‘, both

above the leve

The true habita
of abode ; 1 have never seen it from any 0
rally distributed wherever <ituations occur suitable to its habits s
: being equally frequented by it, but never i any
o notice and interest of Mr.
While at the waterfall

gene
and among the mouutains of the interior,

near the coast
It will be seen that 1t was one of the birds which excited th

arreal numbers.
«« Notes,” "says, = Cataract Bird 3 an inhabitant ol rocky t__g'n‘ulln[!,

Caley, who, in his
wward of Prospect Hill, 1 saw ceveral of them. I have

of Carrung-gurring, bout thirty miles to the soutl

also seen them in the North Rocks, about a couple of miles from Parama

| never observed them in trees or bushes.”
prv{-iwh' <imilar m their plumage,

tta. and always upon the rocks.

which may he thus described :—

The sexes are
throat grey: under surface dark rusty

All the upper curface and wings dull brown ; tail brownish black 3
red forehead Jighitly washed with ferruginous red ; irides dark reddish brown; bill and feet brow nish
black, the former rather lighter than the latter.

The flrures arc of the 1|nim'iﬂ A







CALAMANTHUS FULIGINOSUS.
Striated Reed-Lark.

Anthus fuliginosus, Vie, and Horsl. in Linm, Trans., vol. xv. p. 230,

Praticola fuliginosa, G. R. Gray, List of Gen, of Birds, 2nd Edit., p. 27.

Tiis species is very aenerally dispersed over Van Diemen’s Land, where it frequents open forests and sandy
land covered with serub and dwarl shrub-like trees. It carries its tail ereet, like the Maluri, but differs
from the members of that group in moving that orean in a lateral direction whenever it perches, and at the
termination of a succession of hops on the eround, over which it passes with great celerity, depending at all
times for salety more on this power than on that of flight. It eludes |mr.-:uit by running through a bush to
the uppmiw side, and hopping off to another beyond, which it does quite unseen unless closely watched.
It builds a dome-shaped nest, which 1is placed on the ground, and frequently so hidden by the sur-
rounding erass as to be with great difficulty discovered : o small narrow avenue of a yard in length, like
the run of a mouse, being frequently resorted to by the bird, expressly, as one would suppose, to avoid de-
tection. The egos are three or four in number, rather large and somewhat round in form, of a reddish
wood-brown, obscurely clouded with markings of reddish brown, the larger end of the eggs being the
darkest : their medinom length is ten lines and a half, and breadth eight lines and a hall.

The nest is formed of dried grasses and leaves, and is warmly lined with feathers. The breeding-season
commences in September and lasts until Jannary.

This species emits so strong an odour, that pointers and other came-dogs stand to.it as they do to a
quail, and that too at a considerable distance. It possesses a clear and pretty song, which it frequently
pours forth while sitting on a bare twig, or the summit of a’low bush or shrub among the thickets, to a part
of which it dives on the least alarm.

The sexes are prvciﬁvlj.' similar in colour, and nearly so in size.

All the upper surface olive, with a broad mark of sooty black down ihe centre of each feather; u.'in'_:{s
sooty black, narrowly margined with olive ; tail olive, all but the two centre feathers crossed near the tip
by _'.1' broad band of sooty black ; line over the eye white ; throat greyish white : breast, abdomen and flanks
d‘m:]:» buff, each feather of the throat, breast and flanks with a narrow line of sooty black down the centre ;
il'.i(]l.‘:i licht sandy buff'; bill and feet brownish flesh-colour. : i .

The Plate represents two birds of the natural size; the beautiful rush on which they are figured is very
abundant in the ‘mmediate vicinity of Hobart Town..







CALAMANTHUS CAMPE STRIS.
Field Reed-Lark.

Praticola camprestris, Gould in Proc. of Zool, Soc., Part V111 p. 171,

Tur Calamanthus campestris is a native of Southern and Western Australia, where it mhabits open
|ni:ﬁ.1t.- and sernbby lands, |r:|r1'|r|1|;|1'!:_.' such as are intt!'sptrrsud with tufts of coarse grasses. It has never
yet been discovered within the colony of New South Wales. Like its near ally of Van Diemen's Land it
is a rather shy and recluse gpecies, running mouse-like over the ground among the herbage with its tail
1}::1‘111-!1:-.' erect, and 1s not easily forced to fly, or even to quit the bush in which it has secreted itself.

Its song is an agrecable and pretty warble, which is poured forth while the bird is perched upon the

topmost twig of a small bush.
This h'i]l'l'i{"ﬁ also emits so very pmwrful an odour, that my dog frequently pniutm] at it from a very

considerable distance.
The food, as ascertained by dissection, was small coleopterous insects, with which ‘ts minute stomach was

crammed.
The nest, which 1s plm'ud on the ground, is a elobular structure, :rnm!nm-[l of erasses and feathers. The
ewas are three or four in number, of a light chestnut-colour, thickly blotched with deep chestnut-hrown,

pm'lif:ul:u—l}' at the larger end.
i into the reddish brown of the crown and upper <urface, with a stripe of blackish

Forehead rufous, passit
< dark brown ;

of each feather ; wings <andy brown 3 internal webs of the primarie

brown down the centre :
reddish brown at the base, crossed towards the

two cenfre tail-feathers reddish brown, the remainder

dly tipped with white ; over theeye a line of white;

extremity with a broad band of brownish black and broa
the under surface ;

d rofous and white : throat white, eradunally |uwsiny; into the bufl of

ear-coverts mingle
down their centre; bill blackish

all the feathers of the under surface with a stripe of brownish black

hrown, hghter at the base of the ander mandible 3 irides rufous brown ; feet blackish brown,

The Plate represents a male and a female of the natural size.
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CHTHONICOL A MINIMA.
Little Chthonicola.

Anthus minimus, Y12 and Horsf, in Linn. Trans., vol. xv. p. 230.

jes of five or <ix in number, and 1s

i flushed merely flits off to the

to New South Wales and South
in its actions,

¢ _L-'rmuul in small compa

bird is usually seen on th
h!wnau:h, antl whe

admit of the nearest 8]
¢ yet k
a stationary and abundant .i]n{m-hw It is very active
',_i'run?H}' ridges of the r___frmmd beneath the shade of

Tuis pretty little
1 113~]1:1:-113|1:n1| as to

[ts distribution, s0 far as w now, is confined

s0 very fame
e of a few }'nr{!.a'.
of which countries it 18
great celerity over the

distanc

Australia, in both
r rather hopping. with

runnming, o
s as to

nm-trees.
ession of the around,

a domed for ed grass in a depr

as that with which

ole close to the ground.
at the larger

the apple- and ¢

The nest s of
1 with the surface,
to discover it
a light cochineal-re

among wither
d of the same material

extremely small |
i Dblackish brown spots

m, and 18 phwvd
it is cnrrounded, it

and being forme
the entrance 1s an
«(, with a zone (
s in breadth.
ls however arc distinguished by th
her this be character }'nnth or maturity, 1 have e
a difference <hould indicate a difference of species.

with darker centres, head with a longi-
deed with whitish 3 tail slightly tipped
th a broad stripe of blackish brown
yare white and without stripes ;

be on a leve
is all but 11L1|r1;r~1~11blt! The eges,
¢ in pumber, are of
1 length is nine lines
some individus

which are fou
their mediun
very. similar 3

by seven line
o stl]u*ruilialr_". stripe being

end ;
The sexes are
vl of white 3 whet t satisfactorily ascer-
tained 3 1 can scarcely coneeiy
General plumage olive-browm, the fe
stripe of bull down the middle of eachs
face white, washed with yellow,
on the middle of the abdomen,
feet fleshy brown.

brown nste: qstic of
e that s0 trivial
athers of the back
s narrowly ¢
cach feather wi

which 18 nearly |

and of the

tudinal primar
with white 3

down the centre,

ander sur
except
bill brown 3

es st ram'-}'dh:w :
he natural s1Ze.

irid
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ANTHI '1. : T, 1
ANTHUS AUSTRA L1LS, Vie. and Horsf.
Australian Pipit.

Anthus Australis, Vig. and Horsf. in Linn. Trans,, vol. xv. p. 229.

pallescens, Vie. and Horsf, in Linn. Trans., vol. xv. p. 220.

”.n';'-:'r.'-jr’n.l—u'luﬁ._ _‘llhhr:l*_ri]]l-.; ”[' ”“_. 1”“.1.l1.|.|‘|._\ r}i' "r!'l-t".'\-h i ."I.'I]-htl':lll-lil._

( ommon Lark of the Colonists.

I. e Merrs, hke many athier of the Australian birds, are exceedingly !n'r]rlv*.in:. nasmuch as the specimens
Ir.”m the varions ecolonies differ from cach other considerably ize and in the length and form of the
hind-claws. A more minute examination and a longer observation of them in a state of nature than my
stay in the country afforded, may prove them to comprise several species, though for the present I can urlil‘
pecard them as mere local varieties ; whatever the case may be, one thing is cortain, —namely that l]I'D
northern and southern regions of the country are inhabited by Pipits which bear a great 1'1_--1-1;||a'|u|u'v to
each other.  Every variety of country, from the humid flats and sides of lagoons teeming with luxuriant
veeetation to the hot stertle pl;lim. are equally i'1'1'1lut'n1v[! by them s | could not fail to remark, however,
that the <hort-toed and smaller-sized birds were most abundant on the plains. The Anthus Australis
has all the habits and actions of its Furopean prototype the Anthus aguaticus, but is still more bold and

showy 3 its note is also very similar; it seldom flies higher than the tops of the trees, but oceasionally

mounts ln-riu-mlh:u'l:n'l}' in the air, singing all the time; when flushed from the eround it rarely flies to
any great distance before it descends again rather abruptly, to the earth, to the branch of a tree, or @
small bush.

The nest is a rather deep and compactly formed structure of dried grasses; it 1s placed v 2 hole in the
ground, cometimes beneath the shelter of a tuft of grass, but more t'l'n_-qurl|.1|.3.' in a clear, open and exposed
<ituation, the top of the nest being level with the surface. The cggs, which are three and sometimes four
in number, are of a ]L'Ii,'{tll.t'!w{! form, heing eleven lines long by seven and a half lines broad, and are ol
grv:;'iah white, blotched and freckled with light chestnnt-brown and pnrp'lhh grev, the latter colour :1|a]u-;-.1'11m
as if beneath the curface of the shell. ;

The breeding-season commences in the carly parl of September and continues until January, during
which season two or ihiree broods are reared.

The stomach 1s very muscular, and the food consists of insects of various kinds and small seeds.

The sexes are alike in plumage and may be deseribed as follows :—

All the upper curface dark brown, each feather broadly margined with reddish brown wings and two
centre tail-feathers brown, margined with whitish brownj; two lateral tail-feathers white, mareined on the
hlackish brown and with blackish brown shafts, the remaining tail-feathers hlackish brown ;

inner webs with
under surface dull white, washed with buff on the under

stripe over the eve light bufl': ear-coverts brown 3
surface of the <houlder and on the under tail-coverts; the feathers of the breast,
conspicuous on the sides of the

flanks and sides of the

, streak of dark brown Jdown the centre, these marks being most
art of the breast, where they are arranged in the form of a gorget, the points ol
‘rides very dark brown ; bill and feet fleshy

neck with
neck and across the upper p
which Iri'u:'uvql upu:u-il to the angle of the lower mandible 3
hrown.

- the whole he o EIF-
[reshly moult yer the whole of the upper su

od individuals differ in having a rich tint of rufous pm-x';uin

face, the breast and flanks. | , _
The hgures represent the two sexes of the natural size, from specimens prnrurcd in New South Wales.
d o
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CINCLORAMPHUS CRURALIS.
Brown Cincloramphus.

Megalurus eruralis, Vig. and Horsf. in Linn. Trans., vol. xv. p. 228,

gL " R i} " . _— g ;
Cincloramphus eruralis, Gould in Proe. of Zool. Soc., Part V. p. 150 ; and in Syn Birds of Australia, Part IV
- " . 5 i iy [t »

As there are two, if not three, species of this very singular genus inhabiting the southern portion of
Australia, which bear a great resemblance to each other, it becomes necessary to state that the bird repre-
sented in the accompanying Plate is the one commonly seen during the un_mtl;- of spring and summer in all
the open districts of New South Wales, in which country it arrives in August, and u}:n_-r performing the
task of incubation, departs again in January or February. Open downs, erassy flats and fields of t'rJr-n are
its favourite places of resort. It is certainly one of the most animated of the Australian birds. Had
[ not visited Australia and pcrsmmlly studied its habits, my credulity would have been severely taxed
upon being ‘nformed that the two birds here figured represent the male and female of the same ;]m-iu..-,
many genera having been instituted upon much slighter grounds of difference ; I had abundant proofs,
however, that such is really the case, having seen many of the nests and eggs with the parent bird n
the act of incubation, during the two seasons I spent in the country. In most of its habits and in its

economy this bird closely assimilates to the Skylark of Europe. Durine the early months of spring it

trips over the grmlm’l in the most hpri_u_;hr'ly manner with its tail nearly erect ; mounts on the dead limbs

of trees and the fences of enclosures, and runs along them with the greates!
ently seen running beside his diminutive partner, and so busily engaged

lll.‘.'{h‘l‘-lt}' « at this season of

the year also the male may be frequ
in pouring forth his song for her amusement,
other object. After the female has chosen the place for her ne

male, like the Skylark, ﬂ‘{zquunt]}* mounts in the air with a tremulous motion
e around or skims ofl to a neichbouring tree,

as to be qup:u‘{-nl!}' unconscious of the presence of any
st, which is always on the ground, the
of the wings, and after

cheering her with his animated song, descends again to th
and incessantly pours forth his voluble and not unpleasing notes.

I found it very abundant in all the Upper Hunter districts, as well as i all the surrounding country, both
I killed numerous examples of both sexes, but not one male with the throat and

to the north and sounth :
seen from Port Philip and South Australia, and which I consider

under surface black, like specimens [ have
to be specifically distinet.

The male has the entire plumage brown, cach feather ma
bill, inside of the mouth a

reined with brownish white ; a large patch of
dark brown on the centre of the abdomen ; nd tongue black ; irides hazel ; feet
flesh-brown.

The female is similar in colour, but the feathers bein
than her mate; the under surface is also muc

o more broadly margined with brownish white gives
her a paler hue h lighter, and the patch in the centre of the

abdomen 1s much smaller.
The Plate represents male and a female of the natural size.
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CINCLORAMPHUS CANTILLANS, Gouad.

Black-breasted Cincloramphus,

Cineloramplis cantatoris. Gould in Proe. of Zool, Soc., Part X. p. 135,
Ye-jid-lup, Aborigines of the mountain distriets of Western Australia
fﬁ".’:’f— Lark of the Colomists,

I.rn.\':-:lm:n it necessary to state that the figures in the accompanying Plate are taken from specimens
killed at Port Philip in South Aunstralia, and I have a .a]mri:m_'u 1!!'”(_‘1“'[:!1 at Port Essington which 1s
precisely similar.  They all differ from €. eruralis in their smaller size and in their darker colouring, a
character which is confined to the male sex, and which is, I believe, strictly a summer liverv. At Swan
River the individuals are still smaller, and like the C. eruralis are never so black on the 1!!'[}:1:-{ as the bird
here figured 3 shall we not then be justified in considering this again as distinet 7 The term cantilluns
was applied to a specimen in the winter dress, when neither the breast nor bill is black, otherwise a
more appropriate 11|}|w.'|l;itiun might have been applied.

I possess no information respecting the habits of the Port Philip bird.

The following notes are from the pen of Mr. Gilbert, and are the result of his observations of the bird in
Western Australia :—

¢« This is a summer visitor to Western Australia, a remarkably shy and wary species, and a most difficult
bird to procure, from its generally perching on a part of a tree whence it can command an uninterrupted
view all round, rarely admitting any one to approach it within gun-shot, On bemng flushed from the
g]'uuutl it immediately takes to a tree, where, with its tail ereet, and its head stretched out to the full extent

of its neck, it presents a most grotesque appearance. It often ascends i:rr|u:|uli(~uh1r|}' to a considerable

height in the air, and then floats horizontally without any apparent motion of the wings to the distance of

three hundred yards. While flying it utters a most disagreeably harsh and grating note, which is exchanged
for an inward, rather plaintive tone when perched among the branches. The nest, which is deposited in a
slight {Iupt'ussiun of the ground, 's formed of dried grasses, and is so loosely put together that it is extremely
difficult to preserve it entire ; the eggs are four in number, and are similar to, but larger and of a lighter
colour than those of the C. rufescens.”

All the upper surface sandy brown, the centres of the feathers darker primaries and tail gre
spot of brownish black ;

vish brown,

slightly margined with reddish brown 3 immediately before the eye a triangular
throat and chest dull white, the latter with a stripe of hrown down each feather; ander surface light brown :

in the centre of the abdomen a patch of dark brown, each feather margined with pale brown ; bill and feet

fleshy brown.

The figures represent 1wo males and a female of the natural size in different states of plumage.
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CINCLORAMPHUS RUFESCENS."
Rufous-tinted Cincloramphus.

Anthus rufescens, Vig and Horsf. in Linn. Trans., vol. xv. p. 230,
[i-rolé-del. Aborigines of the Mountain districts of Western Australia,
Singiny Lark of the Colonists.

Ir Australia be not celebrated for its Hi[t_-_:in;__{-hh'drs, it has still some few whose voices serve to enliven the
monotony of its scenery; and of these no one deserves greater attention than the bird here r:~|m_--.1_-n1:-;],
which is a very sweet songster, and whose note somewhat resembles, but 1s much inferior to _that of our own
Sl":"]“"k~ With the L‘.\'t'vp!iuu of Van Diemen's Land, where I believe 't is never seen, it appears to lyee
distributed over all parts of Australia, as evidenced by my collection, containing .~pwiu'u-n~ from every
locality yet visited by Europeans. In New South Wales and Western Australia it is strictly migratory, anid
only a summer visitor, arriving in August and departing in February ; on the other hand, I met with it on
the sand hills at Holdfast Bay in South Australia in the month of July, the period of winter: although
not exclusively a terrestrial bird, it spends much of its time on the ground, from which it makes per-
pun:liruhu‘ ascents to a great height in the air, and then descending to the tops of the hichest trees, flies
horizontally from one tree to another, singing all the time with the greatest volubility 3 the female, which 1s
hot more than half the size of the male, remaining all the while on the around, from which shie 1s not casily
arounsed, and L‘U!L.-:'.L'{llli‘u”}' not so often seen. It evinces a greal pm‘ﬁn!h}' to open grassy plains here and
there studded with trees. It breeds in October, November and December, and sometimes rears two
broods during the season. The nest is placed in a depression of the carth, most frequently at the foot
of a slightly raised tuft of grass, and is externally composed of strong grasses and lined with very fine
grasses, and sometimes with hairs. The eggs are four in number, ten lines long by seven and a half lines
broad, and are of a purplish white, very boldly marked with freckles and small blotches of deep chestnut-
brown, so much so as rl‘l.‘tilli_‘.IIT.]}' to render the blotehes more conspicuous than the zgmmui colour.

The female frequently utters a monotonous shriek or call at night.

The male has all the upper surface dark brown, each feather margined with olive-brown ; upper tail-
coverts rufous; lores black ; stripe above the eve and throat whitish 3 all the under surface pale brown-
deepening into bufl on the under tail-coverts, and with a series of minute spo
1: bill dark lead-colour in summer, fleshy brown i winter: tarsi }'ullﬂwi.-_eh grey s feet

ish grey, ts of brown on the
breast ; irides haze
bluish ashy grey.
The female is smaller and is destitute of the black lores ; in other respects she 1s 50 like the male that a
separate description s nnnecessary.

resent the two sexes of the natural size, on a hranch of the cherry-tree of the colomsts

The figurds rep

(Fsvocarpus ( .f.f‘;iJ‘-".t'.\'fﬁ.rr'm;.\'J.







MIRAFRA HORSFIELDI |, Gould.
Horsfield’s Mirafra.

ﬂ“:'fql,l"',-u .-‘fn.r.x:ll",;,'.'uf.ur, Gonld in e, of Zool. Soc., January 27. 1847.

Tiis s]wriva, which 1 have named H.ru',g,r‘r'.r.'.-":ﬁﬁ i honour of the founder of the genus, 15 .~|:;|rin-_flw.' fll~|1:~l'-:1~rl
over all the phnim and open districts of New South Wales, but is more abundant on the mner 'Jui:_- of the
mountain ranges towards the interior than hetween the ranges and the sea; 1 have also a specimen pro-
cured during Dr. Leichardt’s overland expedition from Moreton Bay, and one from the neighbourhood of
Port Essington: both of these, although pn:-;svsiiug_' characters common to each other, differ from specimens
obtained in New South Wales in being larger, redder in colour, and in having a stouter bill—features which

will pruhnh'l:; hereafter prove them to be distinct, and which exhibit a near alliance to the true Mirafra

Jaranica.
The bird here figure

than elsewhere ; [ also met with solitary individoals in the district of the Upper Hunter.
almost trodden opon

d is from New South Wales, where I found it more abundant on the Liverpool Plains

T its habits 1t is more terrestrial than arboreal, and will frequently allow itsell to be
¢ will rise, and then it merely {lies to a short distance and descends again 3 it may often b sten

hefore i
and occasionally on the trees; if frequently mounts hieh in the alr

lurruhud upon the strong blades of grass
after the manner of the Skylark of Europe,
than that favourite bird; it also occasionally utt

sinring all the {ime very melodiously, but with a weaker strain

ers its pleasing song while perched on the branches of the

trees.
The sexes arc alike in colour and size.

ashy brown, the centre of the feathers dark brown, the latter colour prmhn‘uinntiug o

General plumage

r part of the back and tertiaries 3 Wings brown margined W
curface pale bufl; throat crossed by a series of
bill flesh-brown at the base and dark brown at the tip

the head, lowe 1ih rufous ; over the eye a stripe of

buff; chin white ; under

crescentic form 3 ander surface

dark brown spolts arranged in a
of the wing rufouss

feet fleshy brown.
The figures are of the natural size.

A






h
el




ESTRELDA BELLA.
Fire-tailed Finch.

Loxia bella, Lath. Ind. Ovn. Supp., p. xlvi.

RBlack-lined Grosbeak, Lath. Gen. Syn. Supp., vol. ii. p. 198.—1Ih. Gen, Hist,, vol. v. p. 267.
Fringilla bella, Vig. and Torsf, in Linn, Trans., vol. xv. p. 2567. |

Wee-hany, Aboricines of New Gouth Wales.

f"r'."."--frlrllr. f'u]l:-ll.i-h- of Van 1'|'§.L'11h‘|l1*- 1.:11111,

: Vax Digvex's Laxn may be considered the stronghold of this species, for it is universally and numerously
dispersed over all parts of that island suited to its habits and economy. It aleo inhabits New South ‘n'-.':nlv'-:,
but is there far less abundant than in other districts. I wenerally observed it in small communities varving

from six to a dozen in number, searching on the ground for the seeds of grasses and other small plants w:h]:_-l;
grow on the plains and open parts of the forest. It also frequents the gardens and lnhr:mn‘{:-griumr]-e of the
settlers, with whom it is a favourite, few birds being more tame or MOre heautifully coloured than this little
Finchs the brillant searlet of the rump, and the base of the tail-feathers strongly contrasting with the more
combre hue of the hody. Its flight is extremely rapid and arrow-hke, ]:;u'titnlur]}' when crossing a plain
or passing down a gulley. Itisa stationary species *1 Van Diemen’s Land, and probably also in New South
Wales. In the former country I constantly encountered 1f breeding, my attention being usually attracted
by the enormous nest which it builds, and which, being pl:wul amone the branches of shrubby trees
without the shightest attempt at concealment, is very 1'1‘J11~;.plr|11'ms. It moreover breeds in small communities,

several nests about ten inches in diameter being phu*ud on the same tree. They are constructed entirely of

orasses and stalks of plants, dome-shaped in form, with a hole near the top for the ingress and egress of
the bird. The eggs arc five or six 1n number, rather ‘ln.-n;_r;i'lwnml in form and of a beautiful flesh-white,
eight and a half lines long by <ix and a half lines broad. 1t breeds from E-v!mr:nhur to January, during
which period two or three broods are reared. Its note is a single mournful sound emitted while perched
on the low branches of the trees in the neighbourhood of its feeding-places.

The sexes present no external diflerence, and may be thus deseribed :— circle surrounding the eyes, lores,
ssing the forehead black ; all the upper surface, wings and tail olive-brown, crossed by
rescentic lines of black ; rump and base of the tail-feathers shining scarlet; all the
scentie lines of black ; centre of the abdomen and under

and a line cro
Lumerous narrow cr
under surface grey, crossed by numerous narrow cre
tail-coverts black ; tips of the primaries and tail-feathers brown without bars; bill crimson, becoming paler
.t the base of the upper mandible ; irides very dark brown; evelash beautiful light blues feet flesh-
colour.

The Plate represents ihe two sexes of the natural size.







ESTRELD A OCULEA.
Red-cared Finch.

Fringilla aeulea, Quoy el Gaim. Voy. de I Astrolabe, Zool., Part 1. p- a11: Ois., pl. 18. fig. 2
Jei-ree, Aborigines of the lowland, and
Ihir-d uarlf-“-*-f'_-'I-'J-r.-.--:-'.-r. Aborigines of the mountain distriets of Western Australia.

Native Spairou, Colonists of Swan River,

Tiis species is abundant in many parts of the colony of Qwan River on the westert coast, but has not as yet
been discovered elsewhere. Like its near ally ihe Fstrelda bella it inhabits open grassy alades studded with
thickets, pm'ticu'lnrl:.' in moist swampy districts and along the borders of lakes and rivers. [ts food consists
of small grass-seeds lm_rum‘t-d among the herbage on the eround. Itisnota migratory species, and its place
of resort appears 0 be merely changed when, the supply of food bemg exhausted, 1t becomes mecessary 10
seck it elsewhere. Mr. Gilbert states that * it 18 2 solitary hpm'it‘w and is oenerally found in the most retired
spots in the thickets, where 1ts mournful, slowly drawn-out note only serves to add to the loneliness of the
place. Its powers of flight, although sometimes rapid, would seem 1o he feeble, as they are merely em-
lﬂn}'t'd to remove 't from tree to trec. The natives of the mountain districts of Western Aystralia have
q tradition ihat the hrst bird of this r-}:vr;lcrs .a';u:_:u'ull a dog and drank its blood, and thus obtained 18 red
bill.”

The sexes are sO much alike that disscction 1s necessary to distinguish the male from ihe female. The
beautiful pateh of scarlet feathers behind the eye, together with the rich colonring of the bill, assists VEry
materially in relieving the more sombre but delicate markings of the remainder of the body.

Lores, line over the bill and a parrow circle currounding the €ye black ; bebind the eye a small patch of
<hining scarlet ; all the upper «nrface olive-brown, crossed by numerous fine irregular crescent-shaped hands
of black, which are hroadest and most mu.-aph-nuu_a' an the lower part of the back: wings and tail siml-
larly marked, but with the black bands still broader and more distinet 3 rump and the mnargins of the base
of ;"lu: central tail-feathers shining scarlet 3 throat and breast light brown, crossed by numerous crescent-
:c.hnpml hands of black : abdomen and under surface black, with a large spot of white near the tip of each
feather ; irides ved : bill bright cermilion, the base of the upper mandible edged with pearl-grey s eyelash
un:t:n'h:-h blue ; legs ::vlh_m‘iﬂh grey-

The figures are of the natural size.
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RSTRELDA BICHENOV R

¥ |

I?.'l{'..'lmnu’:-i Finch.

Om.. vol. 1. pl- xii.

Fringilla Bichenovii, V1E- and Horsf. in Linn Trans., vol. xv. p. 208.— Jard. and Selb, L
!.'.'_;. 5 H
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ESTRELDA ANNULOS A, Gould.

Black-rumped Finch.

Amadina annulosa, Gould in Proc. of Zool. Soe., Part VII. p. 143,

Tuis species was one of several, collected by the Officers of H.M.S. the Beagle, and for the specimens from
which my figures were taken I am indebted to Messrs. Bynoe and Drine.  The bird has also been more
recently brought to England by Captain Grey : all the specimens here allnded to were collected on the
north-west coast, and I find it is not unfrequently seen on the Cobure Peninsula, where it inhabits the
grassy banks of running streams, in small families of from six to ten in number.

It differs from Bicheno’s Finch in the spots and markings on the upper surface beine rather less defined,
and in the colouring of the rump, which in this species is black, while in the other it is white.
_coverts and throat white, surrounded by a jvt-lrhu-!; band, which is broadest on the forchead ;

I'ace, ear
art of the abdomen white ;

chest greyish white, hounded below by a conspicuous band of black ; lower p
crown of the head, back of the neck, and back greyish brown marked with numerous fine transverse lines of

areyish white ; rump, upper and arider tail-coverts and tail black ; wings blackish brown, the secondaries

and coverts thickly dotted with fine markings of greyish white bill and feet lead-colour.
The fieures are those of a male and a female of the natural size.
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ESTRELDA TEMPORAL LS.
Red-eyebrowed Finch.

Fringilla temporalis, Lath. Ind. Orn., Supp., p. xlviii.—Vig,. and Horsf. in Linn. Trans., vol. Xv. p- 258.—Shaw,

Gen. Zool., vol. ix. p. 533,

Temporal Finch, Lath. Gen. Syn., Supp-, vol. ii. p. 211 ; and Gen. Hist.,
Holl., pl. 12.

Le Séndqali quinticolor, Vieill. Ois. Chant., p. 38, pl. 15.

Fringilla quinticolor, Vieill, 2nde Edit. du Nouv. Dict. &’ Hist. Nat., tom. xii. p.

vol. vi. p. 115.—Lewin, Birds of New

183.—Ib. Ency. Méth., Part I11.
p. 991.

Goo-lung-ag-ga, Aborigines of New South Wales.

Red-Bill of the Colonists.

r the gardens and all such open pasture lands of New

Tuis .'-al‘.wt'iﬂrs of Finch 1s very ;:om-rnlly spread ove
s of which it chiefly

South Wales and South Australia as abound in grasses and small plants, upon the see
c 1101;:11.|m|.|.1'h{_md of Sydney ; even in the Botanic Garden numbers
It is easily domesticated, and is of a lively :!i.-pm]ri-m
w days. In the autumn it 18 erresirions,
has killed above forty at a shot; in the
which is formed of

subsists. It is pnrtimilurhf abundant in th
may always be seen flitting from horder to border.
in captivity, even old birds becoming perfectly reconciled after a fe
and Mr. Caley states it often assembles in such large flocks, that he
and conspicuous nest,

but in none mMore fruqnunl‘i:.' than in
which was made by Mrs.

mostly seen in pairs, and then build their large
bush ml:!]:n-d for a site,
Leptospermui xr;,.rmu'rfmm:),

spring they are
dead grass, lined with thistle down, in any low
the beautiful plant figured in the accompanying Plate (
Sydney ; and 1 feel assured it will be acknowledged
masterly and gruthful.

by five and a half lines

Gould during our stay n . that in delineations of

flowers as well as of birds
The ecos are five or six In number,

her pencil was directed by a hand at once
of a beautiful fleshy white, seven lines long

hroad.

Crown of the head bluish grey; upper sur
irides brownish red ;
vt of the under mandible black ;

face, wings and tail olive-brown 3 under surface white 3 patch
d and black 3 bill fine blood-

evelash narrow, nake
legs vellowish white.

over the eye and rump Crimson 3
ridge of the upper and the lower pe

red, with the
nts the two sexes of the natural size.

The Plate represe
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ESTRELDA PHAETON.
Crimson Kinch.

h’m.ly.r:h' Phaéton ( Fringilla jafrrr.r'!uuj, Homb. et Jacq. Ann. des Sen Nat,, tom. vi. p. 314
."j.llrl.r-n—.«fmn—nrur. Ahorirines of Port Essington.

Red Fineh. Residents of ot Fssineton.

¥ 4 ey o il b . ! 3 : s g b
Ix a papes addressed by MM, Hombron and Jacquimot to the Académie des Sciencgs on the 9th of August,

1841, entitled, ** Déseription de plusicurs Qiseau nowveany ou pen Connis, provenant de ['eapedition autonr i
monde faite sur les corvettes I Astrolabe et la Zédée” 1 find the characters of a.Finch, which, although the
colouring does not quite agree with that of the bird here figured, 1 have little doubt is identical with it. [ am
the more inclined to consider them to be identical from the circumstance of MM. Hombron and Jacquinot’'s
bird having been collected at Rafiles” Bay, a locality closely bordering that in which Mr. Gilbert E:rm'm'u:] the
specimens in my own collection, and who states that * this bird -« an inhabitant of moist grassy meadows,
!mI'IILL*u];n'];:-.' where the Pandanus (Screw Pine) is abundant. It is generally found feeding among the grass,
and when disturbed invariably takes to those trees. From July to November it is to be observed in large
flocks, sometimes of several hundreds ; but although great numbers were shot during this period, not more
than three or four were obtained in the rich plumage. About the latter part of November they were either
in 1::1ir.- or in small companies, not exceeding six in number ; the males decorated with their rich red and
spotted dress.”

[n its form it is i every respect closely allied to the Estrelda temporalis of the southern coast, and 1t
doubtless as closely assimilates in its actions, cconomy and nidification, of which at present nothing 1s
knowi.

The stomach is <omewhat muscular, and the food consists of grass anil other small seeds.

Crown of the head deep bluish black ; lores, line over the eve, sides of the face and ear-coverts rich
centre of the ahdomen and

crimson red; under surface erimson red, spotted on the flanks with white

under taill-coverts black ; back of the neck and rump dark brownish grey; back and wings hrownish grey,

each fearher crossed near the extremity with a band of deep erimson red 3 upper tail-coverts and two

centre tail-feathers deep red ; the remainder deep red at the base, passing into brown at the tip ; bill rich

CArmine, bounded at the base by a band of greyish white about aone-tenth of an snch in breadth ; hinder part

of the tarsi and inside of the feet ochre yellow front of tarsi and upper surface of the feet ochre yellow,
crronely tinged with hvacinth-red.

The female, who is rather smaller than her mate, 1s brown above,
line over the eye, sides of the face, chin, upper
breast and flanks :;rv}'i.-_ah brown, the latter

a few of the feathers on the back and

the wing-coverts crossed with red as in the male ; lores
rail-coverts and tail as in the male, but not quite so brilliant ;

ornamented with a few small spots of white ; centre of the abdomen buff.

The Plate represents the two sexes of the natural size.







ESTRELDA RUFICAUDA, Gould.

Red-tailed Finch.

Amadina ruficauda, Gould in Proe. of Zool. Soc., Part IV. p. 106 ; and in Dyn. Birds of Australia, Part I.

I opsenvep this heautiful Finch rather thinly i.l:l:-ii'll'?.-ét'.li on the sides of the river Namoi, p:n-fwu]url}' along
the sloping banks covered with herbage, where 1t e11:lwnrn-tl to be feeding upon such grasses and other
annuals as afforded seeds :‘ﬂhgvniul to its tastes 1 also frequently observed it among the rushes which grow
-1 the beds of mud along the sides of the water; and this, 1 regret to 53, is all the - nformation I have to
communicate rv.-prrtinu it. It 15 8 ﬁpm-iw geldom seen in collections, which may be attributed to the
circumstance of its being strictly confined to the interior, a part of the country where collections are much
less 1’1‘(‘:1114.*151!:.' formed than near the coast. The only parts of Australia whence 1 have received or in which
1 have killed it, are the Liwrprml Plains, and the hanks of the FIVers Mokai and Namoi.

The adult male and female are searcely to be f]istin:mflf-‘llull by outward appearance:; ihe female 18, how-
ever, a trifle less than her mate in size. The young, on the contrary, present a very different appearances
the whole of their plumage being of a uniform buffy brown; €€ :.'v‘llmvl.-\h olive surronnded by a narrow
olive lash 3 bill reddish brown 3 legs brownish yellow.

Face and cheeks scarlet, the latter covered with narrow {feathers, wlieh are finely aiumuli with white at
the tips; upper curface and wings olive-brown 3 upper tail-coverts and tail deep crimson-hrown, the former
having a large spot of pinh'i:.h white near the tip of each feather s throat, chest and flanks delicate olive-
arey, each feather having a large oval white spot iransversely r’ﬁ.-pu-.-ml qear the tip 3 centre of the abdomen
.;mti under tail-coverts dirty }'L"HH‘-'J.H-h white ; bill cearlet ; irides orange slightly inclining to hazel, surrounded
by a rather hroad, naked, flesh-coloured lash ; legs and feet rather darker than fine lemon-yellow.

The figures are of the natural size.
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AM AD | N A M ODE ST A, Gould.
Plain-coloured Finch.

Amadina modesta, Gould in Proc. of Fool. Soc., Part 1V. p. 105 and in Syn. Birds of Australia, Part 1.

.l'm; native habitat of this species of Finch, so far as is yet known, 18 confined to New South Wales, where it
mhu'luln"t'lu- stony ridges bordering the large plains. I have known it to Cross the Liverpool range and
take up its summer abode in the flats of the Upper Hunter, but this pm:-.iufm' to the coast 1s rare. I found
it tolerably abundant on the Liverpool Plains and on the bauks of the :‘szmi::m:l Mr. Gilbert also mentions
his having observed it on the low ranges to the northward of Moreton Bay. In its habits, actions anl
economy no remarkable differences were observed from ihose of the other .-1u-r:1:-- of the genus.

[t is usually seen in pairs or associated in emall companies, feeding cither on OF near the eround 1 the
seeds of grasses and other annuals forming its chief .uuplnl:-.' of food.

A nest found by Me. Gilbert was of a domed form, f.'mnlm_wd of erasses, and contained five or <ix white
eggs, about half an inch long by three-cighths hroad.

The sexes may be dir,llu_u_*uﬂ;\lwd by the absence of the black mark in the female, as shown in the acconi-
pnn}'iw_-: Plate.

The male has the fore-part of the head deep erimson-red 3 lores and a spot on the chin black 3 nape of the
neck, mantle and back brown; wings hrown; tertials (which are very long in this species), together with
the greater and lesser l!'lliu-rl.':'tlhtl‘r-y, having a spot of white at the tip 3 rump and upper tail-coverts alter-
nately barred with lines of t___"'rr}'i.-ah white and brown 3 tail-feathers black, the two outer ones on each side
l'nmn:n'l with white s ander surface white, transversely harred with lines of brown, “hich are strongest on the
flanks 1 middle of the abdomen and under tail-coverts white 3 bill black 3 irides reddish brown ; eyes sur-
rounded by & very narrow lash of blackish brown: legs flesh-white.

The {emale differs in having the colouring of the crown less extensive, and m wanting the black on the
<hin and lores.

The hgures represent the two sexes of the natural size.
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AMADINA LATHAML

Spotted-sided Finch.

."-'riuyiﬁn .F:=m-nra~phm’m var., Lath. Ind. Orn. Supp-, p- <lviii,—Shaw, Gen. Zool., vol. ix. p. 493
Spotted Girosheak, Lewin, Birds of New Holl, pl. 1x. daieug
IWhite-headed Fineh. Lath. Gen. Syn. Supp., vol. L. p. 210. pl. 132.

-N'pq;f!-'4ﬂ'-.~::'1|’r=rf Grosheak. Lath, Gen. Hist., vol. v. p. 248, pl. lxxxix.

Fringilla Lathami, Vie. and Horsf. in Linn. Trans., vol. xv. p. 266.

Tuis bird is very cenerally {l-lhpL'l'h'L‘{! aver the southern portion of the Anstralian continent 3 1 found it
ph-uiil'nl in South Australia and in every part of New South Wales that 1 visited ; and it was equally
NUINErons !11:}1"11! the boundary of the colony on the ]_Jiv[-.ri:tml Plains, the Namoi; &ec. It s a -‘|1uau"~r'
attractive species, and passes much of its time on the ,r;mund, where it procures its food, which consists 1.;t‘
ihe seeds of various kinds of grasses, &c.; upon being w.‘nuptrli{:d to rise from the eronnd 1t merely flies
into the nearest tree, the scarlet rump showing very t‘ﬂ115|1i[‘.1[l}11:§1}’ during these short flights. }

The most singular part of this bird’'s history is the site often chosen for 1ts nest, which is frequently built
amone the large sticks forming the ander surface of the nest of the smaller species of Fagles, and that too
during the time the Eagle is sitting, both species hatching and rearing their progeny in harmony; this 1
have witnessed in <everal instances, and have taken the eggs of the Eagle and of the Finch at the same time,
as mentioned in the following extract from my journal :—* Oct. 23. Found the nest of Amadina Lathami
phwcll under and among ihe sticks of a Whistling Tagle’s ( Haliastur ? sl.uﬁr-mnw.w] nest. in which latter the old
bird was then sitting. My black companion Natty ascended the tree, @ Lieh swamp oak ( (Casuarina) on the
bank of the Dartbrook, and prought down the eggs of both birds. The little Finches were sitting on the
small twigs close to their rapacious but friendly netehbour.” At other times the nest is placed on the leafy
branch of a gum-0r apple-tree. It is of a large size, and is constructed of grasses of various kinds ; in form
it is nearly .-aphcrh:;ﬂ, with a short pendent spout on one side, through which the bird obtains access to the
interior 3 the eggs arc white, rather long in shape, and five or six in number.

The sexes offer little or no difference in the markings of their plumage.
he neck hrownish grey 3 hack and wings Lirown, becoming deeper on the

Crown of the head and back of t
flanks and tail deep black ; cach feather of the

tips of the lll'inmr'ws; lores, a broad hand across the breast,
flanks with a large spot of white near the tips rump and npper tail-coverts Jhining scarlet 3 tliroat, abdomen
and under tail-coverts white ; irides red, surrounded by a narrow, naked, lilac-red lash ; bill blood-red,
pnﬁr-hu:_; into lilac at the base and on the culmen; feet pnrplish brown.
the first year has the bill black, except at the base,
lanks greyish brown, the latter being barred indistinctly with black and areyish

The young for where it 18 flesh-colour ; the band
across the breast and the flanl
white 3 in other respects the plumage nearly resembles the adult.

The Plate 1'rpn--rnl- an adult male and a young bird of the natural size.
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AMADINA CASTANOTIS, Goud
thestnut-eared Finch.

Amadina castanotis, Gould in Proc. of Zool. Soc., Part IV. p. 1053 and in Syn. Birds of Australia, Part I.

Tyas bird, which 15 nearly Allied to the Hr'nl.g;n'f’i monchete of Vieillot's ¢ Oiseaux (hanteurs, plate 3, appears
to be almost peculiar to ihe interior of Australia ; among other places it - Labits the large plamns to the
porth of the Ly erpool range, and 18 puri'u'11hlr1}.' abundant about Brezi and the banks of the river Mokai ;
but that it sometimes oecurs on the southern side of the range, is pr:m.-ql by my having killed five aim‘irm:ns
in Mr. Coxen's Garden at Yarrundi on the Upper Hunter. It has also been found, though very ﬁi:nring'l}‘,
at Swan River, and a spruiuuzn is contained in the collection formed by Mr. Bynoe at Port Essington : like
the Amadina Lathami, this species resorts much to the ground and feeds upon the ceeds of various kinds of
orasses. On the plains it congregates n <mall flocks, and evinces a decided preference o those spots where
the trees are thinly dispersed and grasses abundant.

The Chestnut-cared Finch is one of the <mallest of the genus yet discovered n Australiag it 18 also one
of the most beautiful, and in the chasteness of ‘ts colouring can scarcely be excelled.

The two sexes differ very considerably in their markings, and may be thus described :—

The male has the crown of the head, nape and back brownish grey s wines brown; rump white 3 upper
i:uiLu::n'u:rt.a' jet black, each feather having three large and congpicuous oval spots of white s tnil-feathers
blackish brown slightly tinged with white at their tips 3 checks and car-coverts reddish chestnut, separated
from the bill by a narrow transverse line of white, which white line is hounded on each side by a <till finer
line of black 3 throat and chest grey, the feathers transversely marked with fine lines of black s @ small black
patch on the middle of the chest; abdomen white ; under tail-coverts bufly white ; flanks chestnut, each
feather marked near the tip with two <mall oval spots of white 3 bill reddish oranges; feet reddish orange,
rather lighter than the bill 3 irides red.

The female has the transverse lines on the face, upper tnil-coverts and feet, as in the male ; upper sur-
face, ear-coverts, wings, tail and flanks 1__{1‘!.‘}'].-4]1 brown 3 throat and chest grey, slichtly tinged with brown ;
abdomen }'(‘.“ll'ﬂ'i:{uh brown 3 bill reddish orange.

The figures represent both sexes of the natural size.
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AMADINA GOULDIZA.

Gouldian Finch.

Amadiie Conldice, Gould i Proe. ol foal, =oe.. January 25, 15844

Novenry in itsell has atgractions, but when with novelty, heauty and elezance are combined, the attractions
are angmented beyond measure. With this trite observation 1 here tntroduce to the notice of the ormtho-
logist a species not only the most beautiful of the family to which it belongs, but which has its plomage
adorned with colours . markings that render if u:ru.ﬁ]nh‘unnlr-!:-.' different from every other bird known s if
is in faet beyond the power of my pen to deseribe or my 1rt-m-1§ to portray anything like the splendour of
the changeable hues of the lilac band which crosses the hreast of this little gem, or the searcely less beautiful
green of ithe neck and :_ruh].m1-yv1hm' of the breast, the latter colour heing only wpmlh-:l, certainly not sur-
p:m-v:L by the crest-feathers of the Golden Pheasant. Whenever this bird becomes so far common as to
form a part of our 1PI'L‘.:~'L'!"~'{"I1 collections, or to add a living lustre to our aviaries, it cannot fall to be-
come a general favourite. 1t 1s therefore with feelings of no ordinary nature that I have ventured to
dedicate this new and lovely hittle bird to the memory of her, who in addition to being a most affectionate
wife, for a number of years laboured so hard and so zealously assisted me with her };l-m-ﬂ inomy vaArions
works, but who, after having made @ cireuit of the globe with me, and braved many danwers with a courage
only ('l!lkll"{'ll by her virtues, and while cheerfully engaged 1n illustrating the present work, was by the Divine
will of her Maker suddenly called from this fo a brighter and better world : and T feel qesured that in dedi-
cating this bird to the memory of Mrs. Gould, 1 shall have the full sanetion of all who were 1:4'1'=|J|:|:1“:-.'
m::'pm'mtvll with her, as well as of those who only knew her by her delicate works as an artist.

A single .wpvviuu*u of :qslmrvnt'ly an adult male and two immature birds are all that ever came under my
notice 3 for the former my Unlrv:'iu'l thanks are due to my esteemed friend Benjamin Bynoe, Esy., Surgeon
R.N., late of H.M.S. ihe Beagle, who obtained it in the Victoria River, on the north-west coast of Australia.
The young hirds werc |11‘nc'url':1 by My, Gilbert at Port Essington. These three examples are ||1‘u1r.'th'|}' all
that 1.1;11.'1*. 1een collected, and from the remote citnation of the country of which it is a native, a long period
is likely to elapse before the ?-']]{'.L'.lt'h becomes cominon.

¢« This would seem to he a very local .-:;H*L-iv.u," SAYS Mr. Gilbert, © for 1 only met with it on Greenhill
Island at the head of Van Diemen's Gulf, where it inhabited the edees of the mangroves and thickets: when
topmost hiranches of the loftiest gums, @ habit 1 have not hefore observed

disturbed 1t invariably flew to the

in any other member of the wenus. Ms pote 18 a very mournful <ound, added to 2 double twit. ['hose 1

X X - T e gy . . i e ol . - T 1 wr, ani were
abserved were feeding among the high grass <mall families ol from four to seven i pumber, and wer

I 1s tolerably musecular, and the food consists of grass and other seeds.

very shy. The stomac I
: throat, deep ‘-'L,‘t‘n't'ﬂ'—hhl.t'!i - from hehind the eve, rounid

The adult has the forehead, lores, ear-coverts and

' . z . z Sl e
{he oceipul and down the cides of the neck, a mark of verdigris-greet eradually Wending into the yellowish
areen of the upper <nrface and wings; across the breast @ broad band of shinmng lilac-purple, below which
g ] - : N e
A1 the under cnpface is shining wax-vellow 3 bill flesh-white at the base, tipped with blood-red ; feet flesh
colour.

The young bird has the head grey s upper supface light olive » under surface pale bufl: chin white s

5 1 2l ey . .
prim'.urw.» and tail brown : irides dark brown.

The figures are of the patural s1ze.
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PO ” PHILA MIRA BILLIS, fHomb. et Jacq.

Beautiful Grass-Finch.

Poiphila mirabilis, Homb. et Jacq. Voy. au Pole Sud.—O. des Murs, Teon. O, pl. 3. fig. 1.

Fixe examples of this, one of the most lovely of the Finches yet discovered, are contained in the gallery of
the Museum of Natural History of Paris; they were procured by Messrs. Hombron and Jacquinot in the
neighbourhood of Raffles’ Bay, on the north coast of Australia, where it is so rare, that those gentlemen
only met with three examples, and were unable to make themselves ;u.'tll.miu.h*:l with its actions and manuners.
In the works ;11;[1&'(‘-”11:}1;(:{1 my Poiphila Gouldic 18 ﬁgurml as the female of the present bird. but this I
helieve to be a mistake, the '.-clwc'mwn from which my l:]l_‘ﬁf_'l‘iiﬂi“ﬂ and figure were taken being to all appear-
ance an adult male; and as an evidence that such may be the case, 1 may mention that no female of the
aroup has yet been discovered so gi'&!'gt‘:)hi.‘i!}' arrayed 3 the females of all the Pocphile I have seen resemble
their respective males in the colouring of their plumage, but have all the hues much less brilliant 5 it is not
prul:;ﬂnlc therefore that a bird so gaily coloured as the . Gouldice should be ihe female of the I mralilis 3
besides which, Mr. Gilbert prnmm-tl an example of P. Gouldie during Dr. Leichardt’s Expedition from
Moreton Bay to Port Essington, which dissection ]:1'15\'{:1] to be a female, and which although similarly,
was much less highly coloured than the bird 1 have 1'L'|1J.'l‘.‘il":lﬂL‘i.1.

head and cheeks of a beautiful carmine, bounded l::mlvrlm-l}.' by a narrow line of black s

Crown of the
and of pale blue, narrow on the throat and broad on the back of the neck;

throat black ; to this succeeds a b
back and wings green, passing into yellow af the nape of th
d from the yellow of the abdomen by a narrow line of orange; rump and upper
bill fleshy white, becoming redder af the tip; feet flesh-colour.

¢ neck ; breast crossed by a broad band of lilac,
:.l,_‘]‘l':'l.'l.":'l.l'(‘ tail-coverts in:l:-
blue ;3 quills brown ;

The figures represent a male in two pn.-aninus of the natural S1ZC.







5 O T TTY ACTTTTC AU
POE PHI LA A CUuU'l [CAU DA, Gould.
Long-tailed Grass Finch.

Amading aculicavda, Gould in Proc. of ool. Soc., Part Vil p. | i3,

I is no less interesting to trace the analogies of species ‘hhabiting the opposite portions of a large conti-
nent like that of Australia, than to observe how beautifully any peculiar character 18 1il‘l‘-‘l'i".'l.'!l in the species
of every natural group. The three new species of the present genus afford a very striking example of this,
where not only a similarity of colouring exists in the deep fawn or cinnamon hue of the plumaze, but in the
L’n]hl!.lt‘ihﬂl.‘-u hand of black which surrounds the lower part of the body; nor is the rraduated character of
the tail-feathers less striking in these three species, the first trace of it bemg observable in Poéphila cincta,
which would appear to be carried to the maximum in the present species, which, so far as is known, is con-
fined to the north-west coast. The siu-ritm-n:; from which my hgures of this bird were talcen are from the
interesting collection p!:u'wl i my hands by Mr. Bynoe of the Beagle, whose great perseverance anil
« assiduity have enabled me to add many species o the fauna of Australia.  Indeed many of the officers of that
vessel will have their names handed down to !u'salvrlly in consequence of the attention they have paid to
ihis branch of science, i|1{!1'in~11t1{_'||1\:-.' of the legitimate objects of their varwous expeditions ; among others
I may p:lrii{'u!:1|'1:-.' allude to my much-esteemed friend Mr. ] Yarwin, Captain Wickham, Captain Stokes, Mr.
Dring, &c. SQince the arrival of Mr. H}'um"s birds 1 have also received .ﬂpurinwux from Port Essington,
which. like their analogue the Poéphila cincta of the castern coast, s whabit the open plans bordering streams,
and feed on the seeds of various grasses and other plants.

[ regret that so little information has been transmitied to me respecting ihie habits and economy of this
heautiful species.

The sexes differ but little iy outward appearance; the female 1s, however, rather less in size, 15 less
strikingly marked, and has the two middle tail-feathers chorter than her mate.

Crown of the head and cheeks grey 5 upper and under curface of the body fawn-colour, becoming more

delicate, and assuming a pinky hue on the abdomen; lores, throat, band across the rump and tail jet-
black ; upper and under tall-coverts and thighs white : wings fawn-grey s hill and feet vellow.

The figures are those of a male and a female of the patural size.
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PO L PH | LA P RSO N A "' A, Gould.
Masked Grass inch.

Pocphila pe ssonata, Gould in Proc. of Fool. Soc., February H, 1542,

ot AL Ol

Tis beautiful andl wellomarked species of Grass Finch 18 also a native of the porth-west coast of Australia,

wlhere several specimens Were shot by Mr. Gilbert during an excursion from Port Fssineton towards the

snterior of the conntry, who states that it inhabits grassy meadows near streams, feeding on arass-secds,

, &e. It was tolerably abundant, being congregated in flocks of from twenty to forty. When on the wing i
utters a very feeble ery of twit, twit, fwit, but at other times pours forth a drawn-oul mournful note, like
that of the istreldas.

The sexes are scarcely to be distinguished by their ontward appearance, both !H}‘-‘\l'ﬂh.!lﬁr_" ihe masked face s
ihe female 15, however, rather less in size, and her markings are not quite SO brilliant or decided as those
of the male.

Base of the bill surrounded by an irregular ring of deep velvety black 3 crown of the head, npper surface
and wings light cinmamon-brown lower part of the abdomen banded with deep velvety black 3 lower
part of the rump and under tail-coverts white 3 npper tail-coverts white, striped 1nnf_r'|ll.nl'1uu]1}' with black
on the outer cide 5 tail deep blackish brown; irides of the old birds red, of the young birds dark brown :
hill bright orange 3 legs and feet fleshy red.

In some spn‘t'luwus the upper and lower ridges of the bhill are black, while in others the hasal half only 15
orange, the remaining purilnn beine brown.

The figures are those of a male and a female of the patural size. .




L3

P

il




P TPHTT ina B -
POEPHILA L BEUCOTILS, Gould.
White-cared Grass Finch.
Poephila lewcotis. Gould in Proc. of Zool, Soc., Part XIV. p. 106.

..._-.—_--._—-—...--..—--'-—.-.u—-—.-._-.--———'

Ture present beautiful species of Poéphila 1s one of the novelties discovered during Dr. Leichardt's expedi-
tion from Moreton Bay to Port Essington 3 it was killed in the ur.-lLﬂ|im|n-hm)rl of the river Lynd by Mr.
Gilbert, in whose Journal, under the date of June 3, 1845, I find the following remark :—‘." Thi_" most
interesting circnmstance that oceurred to me to-day was the discovery of a new species of Poé phila, which s
very nearly allied to the one from Port Essington (- personatd, Gould), but which differs from that
bird in having the bill light yellowish horn-colour instead of orange, the irides dark brown and the legs
rod ¢ it is In every respect a true Poéphila, having the black face and throat, the black marks on the
flanks, the ]{‘uf_{thvnwl tail-feathers and the ;;'1-5101'.'11 plumage of a light brown; like the other members
of the genus oo, it inhabits the open spots of country, and feeds on grass seeds.”

This I regret to say is all that is known respecting it. In addition to the differences pointed out by
Me. Gilbert, [ may mention that it may also be distineuished from the . personata by its white car-coverts
and by the black of the throat being bounded below and the black marks on the fanks anteriorly with
white ; the colouring of the upper surface is also a somewhat richer brown.

I possess both sexes of this bpl:ulvs, and, as is the case with the other members of the wenus, they differ
but little from each other.

Band crossing the forehead, lores, throat, and a large Pill'i'h on each flank deep velvety black ; ear-
coverts, @ narrow line beneath the black of the throat, and a space <urrounding the black ]:at{:h on the flanks
white ; crown of the head deep reddish chestnut all the upper curface and wings dark cinnamon-brown ;
chest and <bdomen pale vinous brown ; upper and under tail-coverts white, the former murgiucd externally
with deep black ; tail blacks rides dark brown; feet red 3 bill }'c]'luwish horn-colour.

The Plate r-:']n'c.-'mﬁs the two sexes of the natural size.







PORPHILA CINCTA, Gould.

Banded (Grass Finch.

Linadima cinchi, Gould in Proe. of 7ool. Soc., Part IV. p- 105.
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DONACOLA CASTANE( YTHORAX, Gould.

{‘-iwstnui.—hrcaﬁictl Finch.

Birds of Australia, Part 11.

Amadina rastancol horar, Gould in Dyn.
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DONACOLA PECTO RALILS, Gould.

W hite-breasted Finch.

{madina peetoralis, Gonld in Proe. of Zool. Soc., Part VIIL. p. 127.
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DONACOLA FLAVIPRYMNA, Gould

Vellow-rumped Finch.

f.F{J.'.'ern"-'h'l-'f1f|r!Ir'I§If'f;J:riirf., Gould in Proc. of Zool. Soc., part xiil. p. 80.
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EMBLEMA Pl C'T A, Gould.
dainted Kinch.

Fmbleman |,--_|'-'|'a'-'_ Gould an Proc. of Zool. Soc., 1842,

Tyis beauntiful Fineh is a native of the north-west coast of Australia, where 1t was [n'ururml v B, Bynoe,
sq. The single individual sent me by that centleman, and which 1 have drawn in two different posi-
tions, wis un:u'rmu]nufwti by any account whatever of its habits and economy 3 but we may reasonably infer
from the lengthened and 1nﬁntwl form of its bill, that ilie kind of food upon which it subsists will be some-
what different from that of the other Australian Finches. My readers will not fail to ohserve how singular
is the 1!?-]1:;.-1131:11 of the colouring In the present bird, the under parts being extremely heautiful, while on
the upper, which is generally the most highly ornamented, a more than ordinary degree of plainness
prvrni]s.

Face and throat deep vermilion red 5 the base of all the feathers of ihe throat black, giving that part i
mingled appearance of black and red; crown of the head, all the upper curface and wings brown 3 rilimp
deep vermilion red; tail dark brown : chest and all the under surface jet-black, the flanks numerousls
.ﬂ]]miwl with white, and the centre of the abdomen dashed with deep vermilion red; feet light red; upper
mandible black, under mandible scarlet, with a triangular pateh of black at the base.

The hgtires are of the natural S17E,



EMDB LEM A LCTA, Gould.

Painted Finch.

Fmblema pieta, Gould in Proc. of Zool. Soc., 184%
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