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PREPACE. I 
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prevwusly acquainted with. the subiect to 
b end · " J compre-

many circumstances · wJ1ich might oth . 
ap . t 11. "b erw1se pear unm e 1g1 le. c ., 

F ew, e.ven of those wJ10 l1ave made considerable 
p:ogr ess. m t.he stu?y of natur e, are aware of the 
difficulties with the ancient philosophers had 
to coi1tend. For tins reason we Jiave begun 'tl · 

' A . 1 . WI 1 

0 
r1stot e, th e of Natural History among the 

Greeks. A hiog_raph?' of elder Pliny, the great­
est of Roman writers m this depar mei1t comes next 
in order. The lives of the more zoo-

() !ogis ts who aftel' the revil)al of 
m Europe are briefly sketched; while some degree 
of conn exion has been given to the series by remarks 
on th e progress of knowl edge at that period, on the 
labours of their contemporaries, and · on princi­
pal works which occasionally issued from colleges and 
museums. Although it is unn ecessary here to enu­
merate al1 the names that enter into the atalogue 
of zoological writers of t11e sixt eenth and seve'll-

0 teenth cent uri es, Swammerdam, Ray, and Reau­
mur, may be particu)arly mentioned. The great 

· Linn re us witn essed the termination .Af those dark 
ages during wh ich his favoi:rite purswi'.ts were treat-

, ) • 'J .. 

ed witl1 compar.tt1ve neglect, and the commencement 
of a Jrnpp ier era, in wJ1ich they were to assume the 
d ian ity of a science. His life is given with more 

than those of his pr.'!decessors, bth because 
the facts relat ing to I1im are and 
because he exercised a more decided mHutnce o 

o the opinions of Euro121e. TJ1e with 
a notice respectipg J1is son, which 
priate appendix 'to tl1at of bis more rstmgws ie 

parent . 
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PREFA CE. 5 

Although the lives studious men may, gene- . 
rally speaking, present 

0
fewer striking incidents than 

those of warriors, and politicians, yet. 
the memoirs of naturali sts are always extrem ely in­
teresting, on accqunt of the con·nexirm in which 
they are necessarily placed with what ever is cm:ioti.s, 
beautiful, or sublime in creation. Some of them, 
too, will be fow1d to occupied a high station in 
society; others to have forced their way.throu gh num- ' 
berless obstacles, before obtainin g the end of their 
ambition; while a third class are seen perishing in 
the midst of tl eir career, the victims of indiscretion, 
or of neglect. Certain highly-gifted individual s, () 
again, shi.Jie as brig}1t luminari es in the firmament of 
science, and extend their influence over the whole of 
the civilized ww·Id ; while the labours of nearly 
have been in some degree producti ve of good. Per­
haps there is no order of. men to charge so 
littl e poaj.tive evil can be laid; and if their stu­
di:3s do not always elevate the mind above the 
corroding cares and cankering jealousies of life, they 9 

at least tend to bring it into a more immediat e re­
lation with the great Creator and Governor' of the 
universe. "' 

It is not that thi genera.I 
will find the following sketches destitut e of.int erest, 
even although 

0

be should possess only a superficial 
knowled ge of the principl .€s and phenomena to which • 
they refer. The professional student, on the other 
hand, cannot fail to obtain in theni information 
which will prove of the utmost value to him, whe-

• Q. • 

ther viewed as a guid e, or as a stimulus to exett1011; 
and even the accomplished may derive 
pleasure from the general review of the of 
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.. those to whom he is mainly_indebted ·for the know- :'!.'W 
. <",, ledge ''.'hi ch he . . ; ·- . , • _ . ,.

1
:\.,. · 

fr 
· ,i{o:j\e$ e J'<f:. • . · 

1 but the more important pointe . 
out as occas10n presents. It may be sufficient to re- -· 
mark, that no modern on Natural History · 
would be deserving of public confidence, which did 

"not some obligation to the valuable 
labours of th e French School, and of Sir James Ed­
ward Smith in our own country. 

Th e second volume, already in prsparation, will 
'

1 
be devoted to the most disti11guished writers in the 
same department, from Pallas, Bcisson, and Buffon, 
down to Cuvier, and will conclude . with General 
R eflections on the present state of the 
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o PLINY THE ELDER. 87 

believed that in the tail of this animal there is a 
minute hair possessing a power over and that 
the wolf casts it when he is taken ; but that it has 
no efficacy unlesl! it be :Plucked from him when 
alive. "\Volves pair only during twelve aays in the 
whole year. When famished, they eat earth. With 
respect to auguries, when one meets a-wolf, and the 
latter turns to the right hand, especially if he have 
a full mouth, there could not be a better presage. 
Ther e are some of this kind that are called stag­
wolves,.such as the one mentioned by us as having 
been seen in the circus of Pompey the Great. They 
say that this animal, however hungry he may be, 
should he happen to look back, forgets the · food 
which he had, and goes to look for some elsewhere. 

The follo.wing extract from Pliny's account of the 
lion, " right pleasaunte" as it is in the original, is 
rend ered still more so by Dr Holland. " To come 
againe to qµr lions: the signe of their intent and 
disposition, is their taile; like as in horses, their 
ears: for these two marks and tokens, certainly hath 
nature given to the most couragious of all 
others, to know their affections by: for when the 
lion stin:eth not his bee is in a good mood, 
gentl e, mild, pleasant};y disposed, and if bee were 
willing to be plaied withall; but in that fit he is 
seldome seene : for lightly hee is alwaies angrie. At 
the · first,. when hee entr eth into his choller, hee 
beateth the ground with his taile: when bee groweth 
into greatel:l heats, he flappeth. and jerketh his sides 
and flanks withall, as it were t(l quicken himselfe, 
and stir rc up his angry hu'inor. His maine strength 
liethin his breast: heemaketh not a 
it be by lash taile, scratch of cla'\v, or print of 
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226 LINN.iEUS. 

same way as the others had done. quoth Dille­
.nius to his patron Sherard, who happened to be pre­
sent at the interview, " this is the young man who 
confounds all botany.' 0 Although the Swede was 
ignorant of the language spoken by these island­

he readily guessed at the meaning of "con­
founds," thought it prudent to take no notice of 
the · accusation. Th:y then went to the garden, 
but th.e Erofessor still treated the presumptuous 
youth with undisgui.sed contempt. Next day, he 
waited upon Dillenius previous to his departure. 
" Before · I go," said he, " I have one favour to re­
quest; tell me why you lately used those words 
about confounding botany." He refused to explain ; 
but when Linnams insisted that he should, " CGme 

way," said he ; so the slieets of half of the Ge. 
ne1'a Plantarum were referred to. On almost every 
page were the -letters N. B. When he asked what 
they meant, Dillenius said they ma¥ked the false 
genera. He maintained that the _ genera were not 
false, and the Oxonian referred to a plant in the gar­
den, which he and .other botanists considered as hav­
ing three stamens. It was found to )lave only one, 
as his opponent had alleged. " 0 !"quoth Dillenius, 
"it may be so accidenta'lly•in a single flower;" but 
be hold, all the flowers were the same; for when 
they examined a number; all turned out as .the 
Swedish youth had descril;>ed them. The professor 
had been slow of belief, it is true ; but he now 
gave due honour to his visiter, detainei;l. him several _ 
days, and supplied him with all the plants which 
CJiffort required. 

In a letter' to his friend Dr Rkhardson, dated 
August 25, 173°6, DiJJenius expresses the following 
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264 LINNJEUS. 

that kind of forbearance which he showed towards 
his critics:-" I have never sent back upon my ene­
mies the shafts which they have hurled at me. The 
rrrins of the malicious, the ironies and attacks of the 

I have quietly borne. They have always / 
been the reward of the labours of great men; but 
nothing ofall this can hurt a hair of my head. Why 
should I not tolerate the wretches, when I have been 
loaded with the praises of the most celebrated bo­
tanists, before whom they must bend in the dust. 
lVIy age, my profession, and my character, prevent 
me .from waging war with my opponents. I will 
employ the few years I have to live in making use-
ful observations. In natural history, errors cannot 
be defended nor truths concealed. · I appeal to pos­
tl'.,rity ." The decision of posterity, however, may be 
as unjust as that of our contemporaries, and the 
former is in all cases of less importance to us than 
the latter, for it can in no degree beniefit the au­
thor who relies upon it. And to show that Lin­
nreus severely felt the censure of his opponents, 
we have only to refer to his private memoirs. His 
treatment of them seems to have been the effect 
of pride more than of magnanimity, although it 
appeared to belong to tthe fatter. Rousseau, who 
greatly admired it, was heard to exclaim, " W oulcl 
that I had imitated the , U psal professor ! I should 
have gained some days of. happiness and years of 
peace." . · 

About this time also was published )Jis descrip. \ 
tion of tire museum of Count Tessin, already allud. 
ed to, under the name of M:usreum Tessinianum. 
Lrefilng sent hfip plants from Spain, and similar 
accessions poured 

0in from other quarters; but he 
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8. Gen'era Plant arum earumque characteres na­
tural e§, secundum numerum, figuram, situm et 
proportion em omni um fructificationis parti'um. Lugd. 

0 

Batav. apud Wishof, 1737. 384 pages 8vo. The 
last edition, corrected by Linnreus, was published 
at St'bckholm in 1764. It co'htains 1239 genera. 
Five other editions have appeared since; the two 
last by Schreber and Hanke. 

9. Viridarium Cliffortianum. Arnst. 1737. 8vo. 
10. Caroli Linnooi Corollarium GenerUIIl PJan­

tarum; cui accedit lVIethodus Lugd. 
·Batav. 1737. 8vo. 

l I. Flora Lapponica, exhibens plantas per Lap­
poniam crescentes, secundum systema sexuale, co1-
lectas itinere impensis Societ. Reg. Scien­
tar. Suecire, anno 1732 instituta, additis synonymis, 
&c. Amstelod. apud Schouten, 1737. An improved _, 
edition was published by Sir J. E. Smith, London, 
1792. 0 

12. Hortus Cliffortianus. Arnst. 1737. One vol. 
folio. 

13. Critica Botanica, in qua nomina plantarum 
generica, specifica et variantia examini subjiciuntur, 
selectiora confirmantur, indigna rejiciuntur simul­
que doctrina circa denominationem plantarum tra­
ditur; cui accedit Browalii Discursus de introdu­
cenda in scholas Historire Natur alis lectione. Lugg :" 
Batav . apud Wishof, 1737. A second edition, with 

" a Dissertati on on the Life W riti:ngs of Linnreus, · 
was given by J.E. Gilibert in 1788. . 

14. Petri Sueci lVIedici, 
sive opera omnia de Piscibus; scilicet B1bliotheca 
Ichthyologica; Genera Piscium; Synonyma Spe­
cierum et Descriptiones; omnia in hoc genera per-
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his museum was kept at Hammarby, ailthough it 
now sontaitis the chair in which he sat when 
delivering his lectures, and a stuffed crocodile sus- o 

pended from the roof, continues to attract the no­
tice of strang ers, who generally carry away with 

·then':. a specimen .of the L inn'lEa, which grows pro­
fusely in the neighbourhood. 

It may be mentioned, in conclusion, tliat the wi­
dow of the great Sw'edish naturalist survived him 
fourteen years, having died in 18')6, afte-sattaining 

the 94th year of her age. "'' 
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/' THE END. 
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