Radhachura: Peltophorum pterocarpum (DC.) Backer ex K. Heyne; Family- Fabaceae

Peltophorum pterocarpum (DC.) K. Heyne (=P. ferrugineum Benth.) belongs to the family Fabaceae
and native of Southeast Asia. In the poetic traditions of Bengal, the Radhachura (or
Kanakchura) is named in divine contrast to the fiery red Krishnachura, embodying the celestial love
between Radha and Krishna. Legend says its golden flowers sprang from Radha’s fallen ornaments. It
is also known in English as yellow flamboyant for flowers, copper pod for fruits, rusty shield bearer
for plant. It has some timber value, moreover the bark of stem is commercially required for yellow-

brown dye used in batik. Leaves are rich in proteins (54.7%) used as a fodder feed.
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