Rubber Tree: Ficus elastica Roxb. ex Hornem.; Family- Moraceae

The Rubber tree, botanically known as Ficus elastica of the family Moraceae is also
called as rubber plant or Indian Rubber tree and is distributed in the Indo-Malayan region. It was
an important source of rubber in Assam. Many trees of the genus Ficus are sacred to Hindus and
Buddhists. In this case, it is noted for its ornamental value. It is a large tree with a buttress root
but in its juvenile form, possesses leaves with creamy coloration. In Feng Shui, it is often used to
attract positive energy and financial growth, with its rounded leaves symbolizing abundance.
This association with prosperity and its robust nature has led to its inclusion in various cultural
traditions and faiths. The rubber plant is often kept indoors in its juvenile form, making it a
popular choice for homes and businesses seeking to enhance prosperity. In Feng Shui, it is
recommended to be placed in the wealth corner of the home or in areas where it can soften sharp
angles, further reinforcing its symbolic connection to prosperity. Beyond its practical uses, the
rubber plant is a part of various cultural traditions, suggesting a reverence that goes beyond mere
decoration and highlighting its importance as a living piece of heritage, particularly in areas

where indigenous communities have utilized its latex sap.
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