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in collections on ornamental waters, like that in St. James's Park, or find on
sale with the dealers, and to treat them successfully if he decides to take up the

Faney on his own aceount. ’

On the wise suggesdion of Mrs. ComynsLewer, T have confined myself to
well known species only, but it mmst always he understood that, with the duck
family as with other birds, even the familiar Finches, numerous charming specics
exist which only await the enterprise of someone who will put them on the market,
a fact which has much impressed itself npon me during my residence in India, where
50 many of these birds can be easily obtained dnring the winter month.B, when
European traveilers commonly visit the country. 1 hope, however, that what I have

written may be of interest to those who are interested in ornamental waterfowl

F. FINN.

May, 19060,
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FANCY WATERFOWL

LRI INININIONINININNNS
L

CHAPTER 1L

MANAGEMENT.

ONSIDERING their obvious popularity in such places
of public resort as the London parks, 1t 1s remark-
able that omamental waterfowl are not more kept
Uy private funciers in England. Were it generally
known, also, that of all birds the d_uck tribe are about
the easiest to keep anfd breed, even in a small space, and
what they fetch good pri®es, the fancy for these beauti-
ful creatures wonld be far more extensive than it is;
even Now many varieties appear in the show-pen, and
some of the most striking await intreduction to the
public. © But 1 purpose a% present 0 deal only with
well-known and easily-obtained species, and what 1
have to say will, I hope, specially interest people who
are fond of a few feathered pers, lut can orly spare i
few minutes daily to attend to them, and to whom. very
likely, « bird which can be allowed to run without
damage in the cherished garden-plot is of more value
than a cliwmpion who goes the rounds to Win hononrs in
the F‘mw-))en. To such as these the members of the
duck family ean be warmly commended ; no birds re-
quire less attention, and there are none whose presonce
is less prejndicial to the gardeners hobby

PONDS AND ENCLOSURES.

.
All ornamental ducks and geesa of course require a

ond ; bt on account of the small size of many of the *

ormer, and the terrestrial habits of the latter, the extent

of water needed is in many cases very small, only, of
course, provision must be made for keeping the water
fresh and clean by having the pond cemented and fitted
with & drain Ly which it can be emptied whenever it
wots foul.  The edg s of the pond shonld he faced with
lrick or cement, to prevent the birds dabbling them
away, if the water space is larger ; and they should also
be sloped, at any rate in places, to allow of the easy
entrance and egress of the hirds.

The enclosure surronnding the pond should lie laid
down, if possilile, with grass, and inany case well planted
with shrubs to afford shelter awainet sun and cold winds,
and cosy nesting-sites as well ; though nest-hoxes like
amall dog-kennels should also be placed in convenient
spots.  Moxt waterfowl are very hardy, and need
nothisg else in the way of shelter from the weather.

The most important part. almost, of the enclosure is
the fence surrounding iv, which should be about hreast-
high if the pond i a large one, and not ton far from the
water, <o that the birds cannot stray too far avay from
it. If the space available is comparatively small, such
as the end ¢f a garden, for instance, I should strongly
advyise aetting in the whole of it gverhead, and leaving

the Dlirds unpinioned. Very coarse netting will do,
and one has the consolation of knowing that one's pets
are pertectly safe from eats at all events. Rats are not
likely to damage old birds, except very small ones, such
as Teal, and special means must be taken for protecting
the ducklings.

I may here mention that any artificial pond in which
ducks are kept, if too large to be entirely netted over,
should have an island in the middle on which they
might r1oost at night. They ate quite intelligent
enongh to take advantage of this, and if a solid oue
cannot be made a rafv will serve the purpose equally
well.  Rockwork is not needed as an adjunct to i
duck-pond, as ducks are not usually rock-trequenting
birds; bmt where any of the perching species ure kept
under covir unpinioned, dead branches should be
fastened up for perches, and the nest - boxes hung
Ligh up, as such species also nest in trees. Ii pinioned
birds are allowed to perch, the perches should project
over the water, so that they can alight in this when
leaving their roosts, *

PINTIONING,

If the birds are to be kept in open enc'osnres, or
allowed their liberty on a large pond where they cannot
readily be canght up, they must be pinioned.  To do
this, first find the joint in the wing which lies close in
front of the knuckle or pinion-joint, nearer the tip of
the wing; it i= =tiff and little movable, and overbung
by*dhe little plume of feathers known as the bastard
wing. This joint should be cut throvgh with a sharp
knife, and about five quills will be found to be severed
from the wing thereby ; the hleeding shonld be stopped
with canstic. 3 S :

Pinioning, although the birds do zot mind it much, is
not a nice operation to have to wrform, fll’lll generally
disf gures the bird a little, as if the wing is ab all Tong
the atsence of the longest quills on one side gives a lop-
sided appearance. [ therefore do mnot advise it where
the space given to the birds can be covered in: and 1
do not see that in the case of show birds it is needed nt
all, for if a bird ean be caught for show it can be caught
to have & wing cut, This operation need only he per-
formed once a year, for ducks, nunlike most other birds,
drop all their ‘qnills at once, and renew them amm!-
taneonsly, so t‘uu. one clipping serves till the next
moult.

. CHOOSING  STOCK.

Care should be taken, in the ¢ase of the swans, geest,
and larger dncks, not to keep more than a pair in the
same enclosure if space is limited, and not to ussno;mte
even other species with them withont great care, I""'
these birds are often very savage. Even with the
smaller ducks, lreeding pairs to e kept in the sama
enclosure ohonld be of different species i breeding is

|
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desired.  Of course if l;rou merely want a prettﬁ' ghow,
it is best to stink-to drakes entirely, except wlhere the
sexes are both gaily coloured, as the homely plumage of
the ducks, in my opinion, very much mars Lﬁe effect of
a smixed collection of both sexes. Unfortunately, in
almost every case where the drake differsstrikingly from
the duck he assumes @ plumage very closely resembling
hers after she has gone to nest, and thus puts himself
out of court as a show bird. Ducklings of both sexes in
st feather are usually very like the old duck, but may
have a special plumage of their own.

Ducks hybridise in conlinement, and even in a wild
state, with remarkable readiness, and the hybrids are
sometimes very handsome, and not infre uenu?' more or
less fertile, though the various s ecies of the duck tribe
are as distinct as any others. jiz must be borne in
mind by the breeder who wishes to keep his stock pure,
and hybrids are best removed from the collection,

Where there is danger from rats, o= where the parent
birds are valuable, the should be removed as soon
as the duek has laid her full clatch and begun tosit, and
batched under a steady light hen. Miss Hubbard, in
her excellent book on ornamental waterfowl, to which
I shall frequently be indebted, very wisely recommends
that the duck herself be given some eggs of the common
wild duck by way of gratifying her natural maternal
instinets, Miss Hubbard also recommends that the eges
of fancy ducks, when incubated by a hen, should le
covered by a piece of light woollen stufl’ when she is
absent, as duc{\'a are in the habit of covering their eggs

with down at such times,
FEEDING.

The young ducklings should be fed on egg and bread-
crumbs, and allowed plenty of duckweed, &, in the
ahsence of that, lettuce or grass chopped up; later on
small seeds and a little hoiled minced liver may be
given, aad when the feathers are being assumed, grain
should by degrees be added, and will ultimately be the
sole food that need be given to the adult birds. Any
orinary poultry mixture will do, and it ghould e
supplied in pans of water, =0 that the birds may eat it
more comfortably, and that it may not he stolen by
sparrows.  Of course if the birds have the range of a
large pond, one meal a day will be enough, except in
time of frost, when, as in confinement, a larger quantity
may be given. Indeed, with captive ducks grain may
be left constantly with them. It is desimble also to
allow confined birds plenty of duckweed whenever
yossible, and also water snails, which are much relighgd.
fhey will also uraze on the turf in their &nclosure,
which should be kept up by renewing it when necessary,
as grass is not only useful as food, but more pleasant for
the birds’ feet tﬁnn the hare und. t is most
unnatural for ducks o have to walk about on bare hard
earth, and a hard floor should be avoided ; if for any
reason they have to be penned up, a layer of moss liteer,
dead leaves, ete., should be provided for them.

DISEASES.

I have =aid nothing about ducks in disease, assuming
that the intending dnck fancier will be careful to buy
only birds which appear active and in fairly good
feather, If such he treated fairly, according to the
directions I have laid down, they are not at all likely
to fall ill, no birds enjoying better health than the
ducks : while, if they do fecome diseased, they are not
easy of treatment.

I may, however, perhaps be permitted to mention
here two canses of possible disaster, which I shounid have
allnded to in the introduction, though no one who is
observant of and thonghtful for his birds is likely
to suffer thereby. One iz the liability of ducks, when
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laced in a cage or other yery confined space, to
Iutter wildly at uight-fall, ard hence jnjure themzelves ;
and the other consists in the fact that the plumage of
these birds, after they have been even fer o fdiv days
debarred from bathing, loses its water-resisting pro-
perties and allows them to become thoroughly draggled
when they do get a wash, s that chills or even drowning
are likely to ensue. The remedies, Or preventives, are
obvious ; pens for ducks should have upright bars so as
to afford no hold for the pirds' feet, and should not be
higher than they require to «tand fully upright in ; and
when they are allow
deprivation of it, they shonld not be allowed to stay in
very long until the plumage has recovered its normal
tone. Exceptin these two ways it is hardl{ possible to
go wrong with ducks, which are generally blessed with

excellent constitutions and tempers.
e g
SHOWING.

In preparing ducks for show the chief thing is to over-
come their natural 1imidiby and aversion to close con-
finement, and herein lies pne advantage in having them
to hand in comparatively amall enclosures, where they
can be tamed and petted> Anyone who thinks of going
in for the duck fancy should, if possible, pay & visit to
the London Zoological Gardens, where these birds have
for many years been very snccessfally kept.

The smaller members of the Duack family will, of
course, interest a larger number of fanciers than the
more cumbrous geese and swans, Dut since these are also
much kept, and are intimately #ilied to ‘the true ducks,
I shall deal with the best ﬁnown and most popular
species of these also. But I do not recommend anyone
to keep these birds who cannob give them a free range,
as they are not suited for clese captivity. How often
one sees a pair of swans on an absurdly #mall
piece of water, looking like the proverbial elephant
w o dog-knnel. Half-a-dozen pairs of fancy ducks
in the same space wonld be far more interesting
and in keeping with their surronndings, and the
additional outlay in fencing, ete., needed to protect
them against vermin, whieh would not be dangerons to
the larger birds, wonld be repaid by the superior value
of tLe voung obtained from them.

CHAPTER IL
SWeANS,

T shall not, in this series, describe theyoung in down
or the eggs of each species, my object being to farnish a
ready guide to the identification of full-fledged hirds
such as the fancier will find offered for sale. ‘The scien.
tific names used are those employsd in the British
Museum Catalogne of Birds, vol. 27. Swans are casily
recognised by their very long necks, bare faces, Rhor)t
legs, and large feet. They are all large, and essentiall
surface-feeders in habit, not diving, and walking awk-
wardly on Jand. They are omnivorous feeders, and are
best turned out to shift for themselves on a large piece
of water, where they will be of service in removin
\\'l'Eell.'l; Iut they are also very destructive to ﬁsl»spawng
When they need hand-feeding, the nsual grain may be
given ; for the young, crnshed Spratt's biscuits, stale
bread, and groats may be thrown on the water. They
should be allowed to manage their own nesting nm’l
rearing arrangements, being well able to look after their
cygnets, and, indeed, dangerons to interfere with.
More than one pair should not be kept on one piece of
water, nniess it is very large. The best-known species
are the common white and the black Swans. !
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C swANS

THE®MUTE OR TAME SWAN.
- °
(Cyguis olor,)

Thiz ix the Jest known of all ornamental VWeiter
fowl, and the earliest introduced, if it is troe that it was
lirst bronght to England by our warrior monareh,
Richavd the Lion-heanged, who may thus claim to have
been a fancier, like King Solomon, who imported Pea-
coeks to adorn his court, And throngh all sneceeding
centuries the chaste and stately besuty of this noble hird
has secnred its position as the king of ornumental fowl.
It is distinguished from all other Swans by the bare
skin of the tace an® the knob of the il heing black,
while the bill itself, except the nostrils; edues, and top,
which are also bluck, is orange red.  The female 1=
smaller, loats lower in the wace?, and has a slighter neck
than her mate ; she is known as the * pen,” the male
being the “ cob.” The eygnets are grey at first, with
wrey knobless bills, and do not become white Lill two
years old.  But therd®is a variety known as the Polish
Swan, and formerly considered a distinet species. in
which the eygnets are white from the lirst, while the
knob of the bill is smaller axd the feet paler than in the
typical bird, This variety breeds troe and shonld be
encouraged, as the eygnets do not have to pass lllg'm};.'h
any “ngly duckling ” stage. but assume almost their inll
beanty with their first feathering, It <hould be noted
that cygnets in their first year, it well fed, are very good
eating.

Siberiaand North-western Indin, where it iz rare, Swaus
Being imported from Euvope and solil at high prices to
weuﬁhy patives. It is doubtfully wild in England, so
many unpinioned birds being at large, but it hreeds in a
truly'wild state no furtner off than Denmark and South
Sweden.  The young are generally hatehed in England
abont the end of May, and during the breeding season
the old birds are very vicions, and should be approached
with cantion. They attack with their wings, having
little power in the bill,

THE BLACK SWAN,

(Chenopis atiate,)

Thid species, once the type of the ineonceivable, nd
now one of the hest known ornamental birds, i< as every-
body knows, a native of Australin, It is considerabiy
smaller and shighter than the common Swan, thongh it
will hoYtly =tand up to that bird on occasicn. There is
no knob on the bill, the necek i partienlarly lony, snd
rather shaggily festhered” and the inner wing feath®=
are elegantly crimped.  The plumage is coal black with
white fights, and red bill, aml bare streak on the face,
[ ean find no deseription of the tivst plumage, but believe
it is merely lighter,

The black Swan ought to he kept more lurgely than it

is. Being smaler and a better walker, it needs less

water than the egmmon Swan, and from its colonr does
not soil in a smoky atmosphere, while it has & quaint
g®uce of form |m‘u1inrl_\' its own, and & pleasant note,
uite unlike the snuflling croak of its otherwise more
g.i;lvuiﬁml rival.
L8 also a very good hreeder, will bring off two broods
a year, and may breed in almost any month and rear
young in mid-winter. Tt has never hecome very cheay,
so would pay to rear Letter than the white,

®The oudinary wild Swans of England, the Whooper
(Cyguuy wrusices) and Bewicks Swan (Cyguws bewicli),
are not so often kept: both are white when adult, with
knobless bills, blaek at the end and bright yellow at the
root. this colomr extending over the bhare skig of the fave.
The vouny are grey,© Their carringe is far less wencefnl
than that of the Mute and black Swans, nx Jiey Keep
thet: necks straight,  Bewick’s Swan is smsller and has
les= yellow on the Bill than the Whooper.

hf o
‘e Mute Swan ragees aeross Europe to South-eastern

AND GEESE, 15

Other less connnon Swans are the beautiful black-
necked Swan (Cygnes melancoryplivs) of South America,
with it= white body beautifully set-off’ by its black neck
and grev bill, with a red knob and face-pateh; it
i= about the size of the black Swan,

Another South Anerican Swaun, the Coscoroba (Casco-
rolut candidi) 1= now often oflered for sale; it is only as
Biir s o small govse, white with black tips to the flights,
and pinky-red bill and feet ; there is no bare pitch on
the face in this species, aod its neck is shorter and its
leg= longer than usual; but it has the true Swan
carrigg.

« CHAPTER IIIL
THE TRUE .GEESE.

The Geese are very widely Kept on ornamental wacers,
but they require a wide range to show to advantage
and not interferc with cach other. They are mostly
land-birds in habit, not swimming so mueh as the rest
of their family, and vegetarian feeders, living mainly on
grass.  Male and female are alike, and both tend the
goslings, which, with the sitting, may well he left in
their charge. If kept in enclosures, only one pair should
be pnt in each, and plenty of grazing space allowed. 1t
will be seen that on the whole they are only suitable

Pare or Sepastoron Gress,
( Photograph from Life.)

where there is plenty of room. The old birds should
receive =ome grain daily as well as their grazing, and
the goslings bread-crumbsz and®meal. Geese all have
short stout bills, with the nestrils in the centre, and
Qtand high on the legs: they walk well, with a
seculinr swaving gait, and swim very high in the stern,
hey are all brown or grey in plumage. with lighter
edgings to the body-feathers, u"t\ white sterns.  The
young are much like the old birds. Most will hreed
well in captivity, and all nest on the ground. They are,
of conrse, gooll eating, but the fancy breeds will hardly
“goto pot!”

THE GREY GOOSE.

Under this head I propose to treat of several species
of Britizh Geese, which are not among the most popular
ornamental kinds, and which it wonld be a waste of
<pace to describe separately.  First, we have the Grey-
Ly, the ancestor of our tame Furopean Geese (Anser
ferus),  This bird is distingnished by its flesh-coloured
'f._a(s_[. and l“l'('!‘.(‘ll-‘,{l’\.‘)‘ shondders; the hill is either flesh-
colonred or orange, without any black. Tt will eross
readily with its descendant, the tame Goose, than which
it is coftsiderably smudler in size, and, of course, I'zhter
in make,
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Eauppes axp Arrreax Cross (Yousc).

Then the Bean-gcose (Anser Sfabalis), & dark-brown,
slight-built bird, smaller than the Grey-lag, with orange
legs and bill, the latter black at the root and tip.

Smaller than this is the White-fronted Goole (Anser

bill’: its weneral eolour is-brown, with a white patch on
the foreb=ad and black blotches on the helly. '
Abont the same size is the Pink-footed Goose (Anser
brachyrhymchus), coloured much like the “l’l-“\"lﬂs,'- with
a «mall bill, black at roob'nnd i ,'un{l pink in the
middle, the feet being also pink. This bird sometimes
oceurs with orange on the b\ll_:\rgd feet, but then its
Mumage and amnll bill will distingnish it from the
dark, coarse-billed Bean-govse. 3 y
These Geese have, of course, i wide range outside
England, and only one, the Grey-
lag, breeds in this country, and
that only in Scotland. To its
resident habits it owes its name,
being the * Jagping ' Goose which
staved to breed when the rest had
leit England for the North. 1t
was tamed by the Greeks even in
Homer's time, that poet mention-
ing “a large white Goose, n tame
bird from the yard.” The white
colonr was thus early bred, and it
is remarkable how little variation,
comparatively speaking, has taken
place in the tame Goose under
cultivation. It has, however, lLie-
«idos the more ordinary Embden
and Toulouse breeds, familinr to
most frequenters of pl.)lllll‘)":il'l()\\'.~,
produced one very enrions variety,

alhifrons), with orange feet and yellow or flesh-coloured

THE SEBASTOPOL GOOSE,

This bird ix rather smaller than
ordinary tame Geese, and white in
eolonr, with blue eyes and orange
or Heshy bill and feet. Tts great
peculiarity is in the lengthened,
twisted, and frayed-out plunage
of the body and inner part of the
wings, whieh formsa regular fleece,

even sometimes reaching the ground.
The flights are defeciive, su that
the birds cannot fly, as most Geese,
even though tame, can do. These
birds are to my mind more curions
than ornam ental, but always attract
notice, and perhaps deserve a placs
us freaks in any mixed collection.

crossed,

Returning to more normal birds,
we come to the second domestic
species of Goose, which hasa rather
uncerfain  statns  between orna-
mental  waterfowl and poultry.
This is

THE CHINESE GOOSE.
(Cygropses eygnoides.)

The Chinese goose is always dia-
tinguishable from the common
domescic goose by its longer neck,
withont the pleating of the feathers
of that part seen in the ordinary
bird, snd more upright carriage.
It also has a knob oura,w. bill, larger
in the gander than in the goose. It
is often white, with orange bill
and  feet, but when normally
coloured is brown, not grey, with the top of the head
and back of the neck uniform dark brown, the rest
of the head and neck being pale buffl The bill in
anch birds is black, the feet orly being orange. ‘This is
the coloration of the wild bird as it exists in Eastern
Asia, but in this state it has a longcr bill with no knob,
and iz, of dhurse, much lighter in make, many tame
Chinese geese being very broad in the stern, and
paunchy and dewlapped like the Toulouse breed
of the grey wgoose. Personally, I should prefer
the lighter birds for ornamental purposes. Prae-
tically, the Chinese goose is of value as a very wood
layer, and an excellent alarum, though one may have
too much of its vociferons sereaming. It is fonder of the
water than the common goose ; \\ﬁmn L had th * oppor-

ArnicaN Gresy (Apvrys),

They shotud mnot, of course, be
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tunity of olferving both spefies in a ®larze park, I
always noticed the Chinese kept nearer to the bank of
the lake. They also take wing more readily, hut are
too twme to need pinioning or clipping. ExceBtional
scientific interest attaches to the Chinese goose in that,
althongh so different in voice, habits, bnild, and colonr
from our other domestic species, it has heen known for
the last eentury to produce fertile hybrids with it. The
hybrid favours the Chinese in appearance, as might have
e, been seen from some photographs of such hybrids, hred
® atthe experimental station, Rhode Island, U.S.A.. which
appeared in ®he Feathered World, Sanuar® 8, 1897
['I‘hey are here called African Geese Ly Americans, but
are the same variety as Chinesc.—
En.g The late Mr. E. Blyth, one of
® the few natwalists who studied
tame as well s wild  birds, con-
sidered that the ordinary domeswe
woose of India was such a hybrid,
and geese differing little from the
wild Chinese, except in their mther
coarser make, are often seen in the
Calentta market, where I have never
geen one like an English bird, so
that the Chinese blood Thust be very
prepotent,

1 - U
THE BAR-HEADED GOOSE.
{Anser indicus),

This handsome goose comes, as
ts specifie name i‘mplics'. from Indin,
which cogntry it inhabits only in the
winter, going to Central Asia to
hreed, It has been imported rather

} ~ freely of late, and i= one of the most
desirable of all geese as an orna-

L mental bisd, being of light, graceful
Imild, with a small neat bill and

clear Frenel-greg plumage, a colora-

tion rare among waterfowl. A durk

brown stripe runs down the back

Arricax axp Tevrovse Cross (Youse),

of the neck, and is separated from
the colour of the throatdnd breast - e .
by a white band ; the head is white .

with two black Dbars across it at
the back. The bill is yellow witha e
black tip, and the feet orange
Young birds do not show the head-
marking. L

THE CANADA GOOSE. [}
(Branta candensis, 1

Thiz is one of onr olde®-estal-
lished ornamental waterfowl, being
often allowed to go at large un-
pinioned, and is not unfrequently
shof in a wild state in Kurope,
though originally a native of North
America. It is a large goose, though
not so big as the tame bird, and
dark brown in body-colour, with
a coal-black head and neck, set off
by o white erescent acros« the
throat ; the bill and feet are black.
In young birds the white feathers
of the thioat are edged with black,

When this goose has a good range
it may be allowed to go at large
unpinioned ; 1 remember, when a
boy, often seeing a flock in this con-
dition, and very ornamental they é
were. But, of conrse, the fancier
who allows his geese the use of their
wings must be prepared to risk
their straying and getting shot
through their ocPnamental appearance is a great induce-
ment to hazard this. This goose will breed with the o v

two species of tame geese, o
L

THE BERNACLE GOOSE. e L d
(Branta lewcopsis.) .
This is a rather small goose, with a peenliarly small

and delicate bill. Its colour is very striking, the ince
being white, the neck black, and the body cledr grey, the

feathers having a black bar before the nsual pale tip .

Poneg Brows Crixa Geese (Yousa).
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this double marking producing 2 very elegant appear-

ance. The bill and feet are black.
some black on the white face.

The young show

The Bernacle visits England and other European conn-
tries in winter, but its breeding haunts have not vet been
made ont. In captivity it breeds well, andd the young
muy be aJlowed their liberty unpinioued, It has bred
with the Canada Goose in i fiee state, and wigh the

White-fronted Gooze in captivity.
]

THE BRENT GOOSE.

= (Branta bernicla.)

This pretty Iittlu'i;inl is much smaller than the other

apese | have mentioned, heing no bigger than a common
duck. It is dark grey in colour, with & black head u_ml
neck, the latter being set off by a pateh of white
mingled with black, on eacl side near the head; the
breast iz black, and the stern white, as 1s nsual in
geese.  Young birds are paler, and haye no white on the

eck

worlil, migrating zonth in winter, at

. )
This bird breeds in the Aretic regions all round the

which season it is

the commonest British Wild Goose ; it is almosp entirely
a sea-const Lird, feeding on sea-grass and other maring
yegetation. [t is possible, for this reason, that it has
not been bred in conlinement, for it is frequently kept
and lives very well. Tt is recommended by its neat
thongh sombre appearance, and conveniently small size,
to those who have not room for the bizger geese.

It will be obvions from what has been said above

that there is a wide field open for

the goose faneier.

Geese need little water, breed well as i rule.. have con-
stantly pleasing if quiet plumage, arnld, irom their
ereater steadiness, are more suitable for exliibition than

acks., Given a good grass run, no
tromble or repay it better.

i

birds will give less

CHAPTER 1V.
CEREOPSIS, MAGELLAN, AND EGYPTIAN GEESE.

The three birds to be dealt with in the present chapler
are very different. from the troe geese, althongh they go
popuha.ily nnder the same nime 3 indeed, the last two are,
atrictly gpeaking, not geese at all, but simply overgrown

dueks, agreeing with these hirds

in their prilliant

colours and in the difference of voice fif the sexes: in
connection with which it is to benoted that the miules

of these species, like drnkes, have a bony lulh attached o

to the base of the windpipe, the result of this nrrange-
ment being to censiderably modify the voice. Al require
the same general treatment as geese, bt unless they cuan
he given an absolntely free range T hot(or_lm kept apart,
owing to infirmities of temper, for which they are

notorions,

THE CEREOPSIS GOOSE,

(I_‘rrmp.\‘is nove hotlandia,)

1i this remarkable bird renlly isa goose, it certainly
does not very closely resemble its relatives.  Tn form it
i8 short-necked, stont-billed, and high on the legs, 1}:09(5
members being  strong, with the foet only partially
webbed, and furnished with lnrge strong claws. The
wings are comparatively short, not long as in the true
gepse, In fact, nmong geese this bird recalls the Indian
Game and Aseel amongst fowls hy its light yet power-
ful build. The bill is short and thick, the end being
horny and black, and the rest covered with n waxy =kin
or “eere” as in birds of prey, these being of agreenish-

yellow colour, The plumage s grey,

with Dlack tips to

the flights and black tail, and a ereamy pateh-on the to
of the head. 'The eyes are bright red and thelegs bric
red, the feet and claws leing black.« Both sexes sre
similar, the female, as in the troe geese, being smaller,
and the yonng exhibiting the characteristic cere at birth

& indl closely resembling old birds when feathered.

The Cereopsis is a native of Australia, but has long
been introduced into Europe, and is not unfrequently
shown. Phey are said to huve a vile temper, and to
attack not only other waterfowl, but domestic animals
of amall size, and even human beings, o that they should
e lodged away from other pets and out of the wa cf
children. Were it not for this unfortunate failing,
tereopses wonld suit very many people, needing less water
than any gothers of their kind, for they are very much
more land birds than water fowl, running well and
swimming awkwardly ;in fact, jndging from what T saw
of them for some time at the London Zoo, 1 should
sy that practically they only take to water to wash, and
thiat therefore a laree tub would he all the accommodi-
tion they require. They breed from Mareh to May, lay
about five epes, and sit thirty-five days.

THE MAGELLAN OR UPLAND GOOSE.

(Chioishage magellonica.)

This beautiful bird isas distinet from the true geese in
form as it is in the marked diffierence between the sexes.
1t stands very high on theleg, the thighs, which are well
feathered,being proinent ; the shanks are also unusually
Jome, anid the feet small and,not quite fully webbed § the
il is very small but gooseJike in form, with central
nostrils.  The gander 1= mostly white with a grey back,
Bliek and white tail, and black barring on the flanks.
The goose, which is smalleranl not so reachy in build, is
Drown where the gander is white, and barred all over
below. She algo has bright yellow legs, while the
gander's are black, as is the bill in both sexes. Both

irds also deree in the wings, which have white
“xhonlders,” black flights, and metallic green secondary
quills, forming a hrigfnt bar when the wingisclosed. In
first feather the young more resemble the goose, hut the
ygllu\_v leges of the females show early.  This very showy
ird inhabits the sonthern part of South America, but
wis introduced into Europe more than fifty years ago,
and breeds well, nesting in the spring on h?le gmu;;(l
undera low bush, and laying four 1o eights eges, which
are inenbated for about i month. Tt is sau to be o
great, eoward in the company of other geese, and is
certainly a bully with smaller water fowl, 20 shoul! be
well looked after if placed in a mixed collection,
Although not positively awkward in the%water, it does
not look its best therd@and is far more attractive on land,
where its motions are easy and graceful. A small pond
for washing purposesizall it really needs, and, given this,
it would be difficult to find handsomer orngments for a
p:l-.l_(luuk than a lmir of these fine binds, both sexes of
whieh are equally leautiful in their own way. The
goose hits & much stronger voige than the gander, ng

they are not unplensantly noisy like many of the true
peese,

A very similar but rarer species is the Chilifn Uplanid
Goose (Clloiphega inornata), in which the male is much
more barred lelow than the common kinds, while the
fmug;lc lmaf a] dull grey instead of lrown head, The
aimilarity of the amonnt of pencilling i ;
naturally renders this 8¥ 5% e

K Y CC1ES MOore i oy
of a fancier who likes uniformity, Pleasing {07t Fxa

THE EGYPTIAN GOOSE. @
(Chenalopes mgyptinens.)
This well-known species is simply an overgrown mem-
her & the yroup of species of Sh{ldmkm.gl::xt to he

mentioned ; it is fMighterin Luild than the troe geese, 4
nore Jeguy, while the hill is somewha? im»rng:giat'e !31:




A,

e e e =

*FS00F) AIOVNHAG

0G S e L
P & (P

~ = —_
- =
- ——

AS00E; LNAHE




By

SHELDRAKES. 21

SHELDRAKES.
( Photograph from Life.)

form between a goose’s and a duck’s. = It is a good hig
bird, wore than two feet long from Lill fo tail. In
colour it is brown above and pencilled buff’ below and
on the flanks ; the head and neck are whitey-broitn with a
chestnut patch round each eye ; there is a large chestnut

I also on the breast ; the flights and tail are black,
the shoulder of the wing white,

|

Altogether the Egyptisu goose is a bard - ather of the
“cheap and nasty ” order, chiefly =nitable to people who
want to ornament large gronnds with small trouble and
expense. For such a purpose, the showy colours and
reidiness to breed which charasterise this bird render it
very suitable. It lays at the heginning of spring, and
sits four weeks on four to eight eggs. Since it is so
easilyshred, some selection might well be attempted in
order to produce a race less puznacions than the present
one, for it is notorions that doniesticated birds, unle.s
hred for fighting, are not so pugilistic as those which
have only comparatively recently Leen reclaimed.

CHAPTER V.
SHELDRAKES,

With these fine birds T commence the series of what
are universally regarded as ducks, which are of con-
siderally more interest to the ordinary fancier than
their bigwer relatives,  The Sheldmkes are ducks of
large size, being as hig as or bigger than the ordinary
wild duck. They are much more elegant in make than
ducks generally, having small neat bills, long wings,
rather long square tails, and comparatively light bodies,
standing high on rather long legs. They move about
much on land, where they are more active and graceful
than any other ducks, but they alsoswim well, sitting
high on the water with the stern well up, like the
geese. In disposition they are mtelligent and cou-
rageons—rather too much so, in fact, for in the breeding
season they may be a =ource of danger even to larger
birds. Theig colomrs are very handsome, and have the
great admnénge of being nearly equally brilliant ia both
sexes ; and there is no summer change in the drakes.
Three species are easily obtainable, and they ame highly
to be recommended to anyone who wants a pair of wand-
some birds for his garden, for they only need a small
pond, and their size secures them against ordinary

with a narrow black stripe a |iu,l_e
way in front of the dark metallic
reen wingbar. The eyes are
vellow, and the bill and feet pink.
The female is like the male, but
smaller and not quite so bright,
and the young are very similar,
This African bird is of very old
introduction as an ornamental
water fowl, and has often leen
<hot at large in linglnn«l,’even 0
lonz ago as 1823, when live wore
killed. In spite of the warm
climate it naturally inhabits, it
is quite hardy and a very free
breeder, and the young, if there
i3 a wide range, may be snﬂ'c_rctl
to go at large unpinivned, qub]uc',
to the risk of getting shot if they
wander away. It is a good easy
bird to begin upon, but not a good
companion for other species, as it
has a peenliarly nasty temper, and
will, according to Miss Hubbard,
tackle a human heing, if seized,
with a vigonr sufficient to draw
Blood, he;tleﬂ striking savagely
with the wings. It should there.
fore be given & place to \t:_zelf. if
almost unlimited space is not
available. Ina wild stateit nests
on cliffs and trees, and the young
are said to be fond of.lm-usls.
The voice of the male is & low
husky chatter; of the female, 0
harsh, unpleasant barking quack.

CHINESE GEESE.  (Sec page 16,3
(Photograph from Life.)
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small vermiyv. Moreover, they will all breed in cap-
tivity. They are omnivorons feeders, but need much

green food.

THE COMMON SHELDRAKE.
(Tadorna cornula.)

This is the smallest of the three, and the most gaily
coloured of all the ducks, Lieing conspicuous at a areat
distance, especially as-it sits very high in the water,
almost like a gull. The general plumage iz pure
white, the head being deep green, and the flights, tip of
tail, a long patch on each side of the back, and another
down the belly, black. A broad chestnut belt crosses
the breast and shoulders, and the stern and innermost

nills are also chestnut ; the wing-bar is bright green.

he bill 18 beauntiful bright red, and the legs Hesh-
coloured. The drake is larger and brighter, and during
the breeding season has o Knob at the root of the bill
Lnt otherwise is like the duck ; and the young birds in
first plumage cannot be mistaken for any other species,
though wanting the green gloss on the head and the
chestnut and black on the lower parts, ‘The bill also is
merely of a livid Hesh-colour in the young, not becoming
red till later.

This is the best tempered of all the Shel-
drakes, though it should not be trusted in too
close quarters with other waterfowl, being able to
make itself unpleasant even to a goose, as [ have seen in
St. James's Park, where it has bred. ‘T'his Sheldrake in-
habits the northern part of the old world in summer,
migrating south in winter, and generally frequenting the
sea coast. It is one of the few ducks that breed
in Encland. The nest is placed in a hole, and this habit
must he consgulted if one wishes to breed the bird in
captivity, in which state the sSheldrake does well——a re-
markadle fact when it is considered that it is mainly a
snlt “vater bird and naturally feeds on shell-fish and sea-
weed, instead of grain aud grass. As above stated,
common Sheldrakes will breed well enough if given a
Iurrow to nest in, and are not o :piteful as some of their
kin, while the brilliant contrasts of their even - marked
lumage are sure to excite admiration. Morecover, the
Inirnln become very tame. T have even had one eat out o
my hand at the xgliflon Zoo, wl ers they have, or had some
years ago, a nice lot of waterfowl loose in a big pond
with eruelly steep cemented sides, which was hard on the
poor Lirds, fed, as they were, out of water. Altogether
1his Sheldrake stands as much apart among ducks for
heauty, style, and character, as the Goldlinch does praong
Finches, and I wonder that iv is not more kept.

THE RUDDY SHELDRAKE.
(Cesareat yuetilo.)

This is a bigger bird than the preceding, with a
straighter bill, the common Sheldrake’s bill heing cancave
or “*“dished " in profile. Its colour, though less striking
than that of its ally, is very fine, being a rich golden
einnamon, darkening to chestnut on the belly and paling
to bufl on the head and neck ; this is sev off hy a hlack
rump, flighta, and tail, while the wing baris hronze green
and the *shoulder and lining of the wing white. The
bill, feet, and eyes are black, The duck only differs from
the drake in hnving o white face, and in never assuming
a hlnek ring round the Lase of the bufl’ neck which he
wears in sumner ; she is, of course, =maller.

Lhe young are much like old birds, but daller, and it
shmll-l%-e mentioned that among birds of the same age,
apparently there isin this species a remarkable variation
in colonr from the rich hue above deseribed to o washy
mottled bl most unpleasing to the eye.  Possibly, as in
domestic birds of similinr hue, some are naturally bad and
nnsonnd in colour.  On the other hand, the white shoul-
ders may be tinged with bufl, which is, in my opinion, a

FANCY WATERFOW L,

fault, as the contrast of the pure white with the reid and
DLlack, seen when the bird flaps its wings, and oaly then,
is =0 beantiful. , r

The Ruddy Shelidrake is also an old-world bird, but |
has a more southern range than the common Sheldrake, *
It is very common in India in winter, aod many are
exported thence to Europe.  Its common name in India
is the “ Brahminy Duck,” and it has a bad reputation
among duck shooters for speiling sport by its wariness,
which alarms other fowls. Among the natives, how-
even, it has a semi-sacred chavacter. A legend, indeed,
tells that the Bralminy ducks, which are usually
seen in  pairs. are the present habitations of the
souls of a =ort of Hindoo Romeo and Juliet, doomed
for their r:Lellious love alwiys to remain apmt on
opposite sides of a river, while their call is rendered as a
constant appeal from one to be allowed to join the other,
an application which is always refusel.  And, indeed,
as a well-known Indinn naturalist, Mr.'e.C.S. Baker, has
{\ointed out, it needs hLttle imagination to hear in the
woken trumpet call of this Shéldrake the Hindustani

nivalent for the lovers' appedl.—Alna sukta, Chulwa? ©
Nai, Chuclwi (Mav [ come, Chukwa? No, Chukwi),
ete.  And ns (lwkwa.chufwi the bird is commonly
known. But todescend from romance to practice ; happy
or unhappy themselves, Chukwa and Chukwi have
tempers of their own, and will make matters lively
enough for any other waterfowl, smaller or Jarger, that
may be unfortunate enough to be eonfined closcl?' with
thens, even if not breeding.  On the other hand, the
breed well themselves, spend most of their time on lund,
and their colour looks peculiarly beautiful on grass—on
which they graze readily, 2o that they are particularly
well suited to a beginme r wl o wants to take no tronhle,
especially as they are not expensive. 1f the young lie
allowed ‘to grow up unpimoned, they will probally be
lost in time; bui the exporiment is worth makivg, as
no duck is =0 beautiful on the wing, the contrast of the
cinnamon body anil 'riml winga, well seen in the slow
flight, beZng remarkably striking. T well remember the
fine sights whivh four unpinioned birds of this species, Lred
in St. Jumes's Park some years azo, used to present when
on the wing, seen against a background of dark green
folinge. As the Ruddy Sheldrake brecds in any sort of
hole in rocks, or even deserted buildings, it ought to be

wssible, if pco‘-h: can ever Lo got to leave nnbo? the way

Lirnls alone, to have it flying about honses like a pigeon,
as it has not. the lov . of sxl.rl. wiater to tempf it awiy-—
this prolbably being the reason why the common Shel-
drake cannot: be got to stay. This lird is, says Miss
Hubbard, an curf:v lreeder, producing s nest of egus.
even in o snowy March,  The eggs are cream coloure s,
from seven to twelve in number.

This bird has hybridized with the Egyptian Zoose,
which, ns aliove stated, is really only a g shelamke.
A pair of these mules nsed to e on view, and p-:rlmlvs
are still, at the London Zoo, They slmost completely
resemble the Ruddy Sheldrake, thongh larger and duller,
But had the pink less of the other parent. | have seldom
seen such one-sided hylrids,

THE VARIEGATED SHELDRAKE OR PARADISE
DUCK.

(Casavea varicgale.)

This =peciez resembles the last in size, stvle, and
colonr of bill; feet and wings, but differs mueh in the
body plumage of the male, whichis of a dark pencilled
iron-grey, set off by a chestnut stern and inner guills,
and a dark glossy green heml, The female is mueh
more like the Ruddy Sheldrake, bnt has pencilled grey
mixed with the red, and a pure white hesd : the sexes,
thongh equally handsone, heing very unlike each other, a
uninque sase among the Sholdrakes,  The younz bivds o
both sexes are ali%e, and more closely resemble the
dra%e, the youne ducks getting their white hewds at
about £°x months old. 9

Q
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MUSCOVY
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'li]li:s pative of New Zealand iz not, to my miad, nearly
such a handsome bird as either of itz relatives, and is

“rather ﬂ:lttcre«bhy its second name. However, it isshowy

enough, and the unusual contrast hetween the sexes
will be a recommendation to some people. Miss Hubbard
and other amatenrs have found this bird peculiarly had
tempered during the breeding season, a pair belonging
to that lady having deliberately attempted to murder
4 Canadian gander, and nearly succeeju:ll A more
credituble instance of tMe bhond between the pair is
fhentioned by Sir W. Buller in his * Birds of New Zea-
land,” where he mentions having seen a drake gallaatly
lizag off a Jarge Hawk from his wounded mate.

The same author states that this duck is liable to
violent and ultimately fatal attacks of cramp if denied
access to water, nlt,hoﬂgh. like others of its kind, it is
quite ab home on land, and walks and runs well. 1t is
considerably more expensive than the other species, and
50 it should pay to keep them to Dbreed, which they
appear to do in our spring, in spite of their Antipodean
home, but this no doubt applies to European bred birds
only. Speaking of the hreeding of Sheldrakes, a eurious
case occnrred in the London Zoo many yearsago. Anun.
mated femule of the rare African Ruddy Sheldrake,

'

DUCK. 2%

fowl. A nativeof tropical Ameriea, it is found all over
the world in a tame state, and was tame when the
Spaniards invaded its native country, thongh the wild
stock still exists there. This is blacs in colour, with &
rich bestle-green and purple gloss above, and the
“ghoulders ™ and lining of the wings white.« There is a
red wattle round the eye (extending to the base of the
beak) in the drake, but this is wanting in the duck,
whidh is very much smaller. Both sexes have the same
plumage, and possess a crest, which, however, is -0t
visible unless erected, as it frequeatly is when the bird
is excited.

Many tame birds have the coloration above described,
though usually showing some white feathers about the
head and neck ;. some are all black and some pied, a
white variety with a black crest being known as the
* Peravian.”  Pure white is also found, and a blue-grey
like that of an Andslnsian fowl, thongh this last is rare,
The tame duck of this species shows the face-wattle
like the drake, though it is not so well developed ;
similarly the tame hen has a good-sized comb, though
thiz is almost wanting in the female of the oriinal
Jungle-fowl.

In England the Muscovy iz treated nsually as an

MANDARINS AND Danasias,

(Cese rea sana), whichelosely rezcinbles the Eastern bird
nbove deseribed, paired with a male Common Sheldiake,

and the hybrids were dark pencilled grey birds,
much like the New Zealand drake. Now, con-

sidering  that  all the Sheldrakes are obviously
nearly reliled, it seems possible that this was a case of
“throwing hack,” and that the present duck, with its
similar ally the Australian Hhcllah'nl(u (Cascerea tador-
noides), a bird very rarely imported, represents the ances-
tor of the whole Sheldrake genus,

'

CHAPTER VI.
MUSCOVY, MANDARIN, AND CAROLINA DUCKS.

The three varieties to be dealt with in this section all
agree in being ducks of surface-feeding habit and of
strong perching proclivities, also nesting in trees in the
natural state.  In form they are rather noteworthy for
their rather short bills, crested heads, short legs, and
long, hroad tails, the last being very characteristie. Al
are very well known and always to be had, breeding
well in confinement.,

THE MUSCOVY DUCK.

(Caivine moschaia.)

Phis bird, like the Chinese gouse, occupies a debat
able ground Letween poultry and ornamental water-

(Lhotograph from Life.)

ornamental bird, and, though I am rather peculiar, 1
fear, in my liking for it, 1 think muech may be said in
its favour.  For ornament I like the typical volour hest,
as I think one cannot improve on nature ; and the white
biads, with their blue eyes and sickly-yellow bills aml
feet, ure to my mind much more curions than pretty. [
like a moderite amonnt only of eye-wattle, and this is
all the better if broken and varied with black., Bug
whatever colonr is fancied for ornamental Muscovies, n
coarse [uumvhy bird should be avoidgd, for the deep keel
g0 much favoured by breeders of the larger varieties of
theicommon duck looks ntterly out of place with the
long low form of this species.

The great advantage of the Muscovy is that it can he
allowed full liberty, although it retaing the power of
flight, and is, indeed, still rather fond of perching ; but
it is slugeish and not apt to stray. It is alzo a very
silent bind; the duck seldom quacks, and then not
londly, while the drake only puils and hisses in a ludi-
crous manner.  Against these good qualities must be set
the fact that the drake of the species is very quarrel-
some and unduly amative, his great size and strength
rendering him u great nuisance on this account, For
this reasen Muscovies should only be kept with the
larger ducks, geese, ete,, and not with weaker species ;
several duck i also shonld be allowed to one drake.

But it seems to me that the merits of the Museovy ns
a usefnl hird are not sufliciently appreciated in Encland,
True, although young birds are good, an old drke is
most tough and objectionable food ; moreover, althoucl
hie attains a great weight, even up to fiftesn pounds, his
partrexr is only about two-thirds his size. But the
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trne valne of this speecies lies in  its readiness
to hybridise wvith the common ducks, for the hybrids
thus obtained are of large size and excellent flavour, and
do not differ in bulk according to sex more than ordina
ducks as a rale.  Although favouring the common duc
in colonr and absence of face wattle, they have the
Muscovy carriage, power of flight, and perching habits,
They are, us might be expected, barren, but this is no
disndvantage when they are to be nsed as food ; aad it
seemis to me that making this eross would be the best
waty of fairly utilising the Indian Runner breed of the
common drek, whose active foraging habits and laying
powers are at present <omewhat disconnted by its small
size, a faulf ensily removed by this method. It seems
that mule ducks of this sort are commonly raised in
France. I have possessed several in India, and both
observed and eaten them. Of course, for raising table
hybrids the white Muscovy wounld be best. The Mus-
covy duck is a fair layer, the egus being white, and
a better mother than the common duck ; she often nests
high up, according to her natural habit. Muscovies
care less for water than common ducks—another prac-
tical advantage. Their name, by the way, is said to
have no reference to the old word for Russia, but is
thought to be a corruption of Musky duck, the oil-
gland on the drake's tail distinetly exhaling a musky
odour.

With the Muscovy duck ends the series of larze
vicious birds which need space and often separate
accommodation ; a1l the species which follow are quiet
with others on the whole, and may be kept together in
one enclosure, though as a rule it is best not to have
more than one pair of each kind.  Most of those I shall
treat of now are considerably smaller than the common
wild duck, and they include the species commonly
shown,

THE MANDARIN DUCK.
= (iz galeviculala.,)

This species is the most popular of all the small
ornamental waterfow], and no wonder, for, excluding
“he Pheasant family, no bird known to the fangier is so
showy ns the drake of this specics, nor is any more
eccentrically decorated among them all. In size the
Mandarin is small, only alont seventeen inches long;
in build he iz very like a miniature Muscovy, _lmt
stands higher an the legs, and is more abundantly “ fur-
niched ” than any known duck, having a long crest, a
raff of hackles round the neck, and the inner web of
the innermost quill of each wing developed into a fan
shape, and about three inclies broad —an orngment v hlqh
will distinguish him from any bird whatever. Heis
just a8 eccentrio in colonr as in form ; the crestis copper
and green, the face buff, shading to white as it passes
back to the erest, the hackles bright cinnamon, the
wing fan also cinnamon. bordered with white and black
behind and steel-blue below ; the flanks are pencilled-
buff and the breast maroon, divided in the middie by
the white of the belly and stern, and separated from
the flanks by two bars each of white and black, The
back and tail are green-glossed brown, with a long
aplash of steel-blue down each side of the former ; and
the wings, exeept the fan, are of a similar metallic brown
with a purple bar and silver-grey edgings to the flights,
which are tipped with steel-blue on theinner web, The
eyes, which are anusually large for a duck, are dark,
the small Bill rose-pink, and the feet yellow with black
webs,

The duck has no wing-fars nor hackle, and but a
small crest, but her neat Leal, Jarge dark eyes, and
graceful shape make her a potieeably pretty bird,
wlthough she does not show the pencilling so common
in the females of the duck tribe, being plain hrown
above, mottled with buff on the breast, and white
below, with a white ring round the eye. The outsides
of the flights are silvered as in the drake, and the
insides dark—a marking which easily distinguishes her
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from any other duck except tie Carglina, of which more

hereafter.  Her bill is dull horn ¢olour, and the feet
duller than the drake's. ) % ’

The drake undergoes a very complete summer change

in this species, becoming almost exactly like his mate, ¢

and losing all his furnishing. He often, however,
retains his pink bill.  'When he doea not, the duck may
be distinguished by having the blue wing-bar bordered
below as well as behind with white. With this exception,
the young drake is like the young duck.

The Mandarin is a native of Eastern Asia—centrdl
and southern Chiny, Formoss, and Japan: Amoorland,
in Siberia, it visits only in the breeding season.
Although thus affecting warm or temperate countries,
it is a hardy bird, and few ducks are more ready to
breed in eaptivity, while it bear& close confinement well.
Indeed, Miss Hubbard states that a pair will live and
breed in an enclosnre six feet square—not that [ should
sare to keep such birds in such close uprtens, which are
only fit in my opinion for a pair of Teal, or better,
Moorhens or Dabehicks, if one smust haye wateriowl in
g0 small a space.  However, this contented disposition is
much to the Mandarin's eredit, and another good point
about it is its great activity and energetic disposition.
Whether on foot, walking or swimming, or on the wing,
it is active in its movements, and it perches as
readily as a pigeon.  So marked is this propensity. that
if these birds liave to be confined at ulrit- is far better
to wire over the space and leave them unpinioned, as
they will make excellent use of scope for flying. In this
case, some dead branches should, of course, be set up for
them to perch on, and the nesting-lioxes <hould also be
laced high up.  Another atiractive point about this
ovely duck is that he is, more than any other species,
“g bird of position,” and much given to showing himself
ofl, by raising his crest and slightly expanding his wings
vertically, 2o as to biing the wing-fans perpendigular and
display the l)e.'mt»ifnlry sg»x‘ipea flights, while, when
standing, he often curves his neck back and throws ont
his breast like a Fantail pigeon. He certainly looks a%
such a time as if he were quite conscions of his beauty,
and his little brown mate, as she caresses his orange
hackles, muat surely admire it. The aflection letween
a pair of these Lirds is most marked ; as above implied,
they fondle each other's heads like pigeons, and they
always keep together. The Mandarin i3, however, a
bird of charncter, and has strone likes and dislikes.
Where several are kept tozether [ have seen and hearnd
that a favourcd drake will attratt more tharone duck,
while another will be left out in the cold, aund in
one case I mysell witnessed their preference evidently
went by the looks of the favourite.  Miss Hubbard states
that the home-bred Mandarin degenerates in brilliancy
and in almndance of furnishing, and [ have recently
heard that chewp Contiental-hred birds, now mm?l)l
imyported, are much inferior to wilid-canght specimens ;
and if thisg is not due to breeding in close confine:
ment, it may very lmn-‘ihlv be put down to some check
having been placed on the natural preference by the
ducks for the handsomest drakes, The Mandarvin deake
mnst also be brave ns well as beantifal, for he isa hanl
fighter with his own sex, and has even been known to
kil a strange female—~put with him for exhibition
purposes, 1t is well, therefore, not to put two breading
pairs of Mandarios in the same enclosure ; with other
ducks, even their near relative, the Carolina, they are
quiet enongly thongh well able to look after themselves
and hold their own with lurger species.  Tn fact, whether
one considers its activity, conrage, affection, and constis
tutional vigour, or its remurkably developed plumage,
which strikes most people as an eccentrie product of the
Fancy rather than of nature, one munst pronounngs the
M_x;,nl]urin to be the ultimate development of the dusk
tribe,

The egus of the Mandarin take twenty-six days to
hateh, and as many as thirty may be laid in o season, if
the first bateh be taken awwy, thongh whether this
foreing be desivable *s another matter, Tle species isn
faveurite one for xhibition, and evideatly noods show
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competition to keep it up to the mark in an artilicial
state. In the show pen it often has to compste with its
only near ally and rival,

THE CAROLINA DUCK.
(A ix sponsa.)

This lovely bird, which some people prefer to the
Mandarin, is of abont the same size as _that species, but
lower on its legs, and of more level carriage, this approxi-
mating still more to the Muscovy, which it also some-
what recalls in gait and‘gestare, heing less animated and
less given to posturing than the Mandarin. Indeed, the
druke has only one piece of furnishin;rv to show off, his
magnificent ecrest, which is deep, glossy purple and
green, with two parallel longitudinal white streaks, one
ronning from the bill and one from the eye, The rest
of the head and neck are of the same rich metalliec hui

Grovr o WATERFOWL,
) PINTAIL, MANI AN (2.

CAROLINA.

-8 the sides, the front being pnre white, ranning up into
& point on the cheeks and again below. All the upper
plumage 13 resplendent with a satiny or velvety zloss of
stesl-blue and bronze-green, while the breast is rich
chocolate with triangular white spots passing into the
white of the belly, which, however, atops at the stern,
this being dark and richly glosswed like tha upper parts.
The flanks are pencilled as in the Mandarin, bat on a
cream instead of a buff ground, and finished off with an
edging of black and white, obliqusly tranverse bars
above, which are barely indicated in the other spaties,
Batwesn flanks and tail comesa pateh of rieh maroon,
and the flights are silverad and ‘steel-tippad as in the
Mandarin, while the similar blua, white-tipped wing-bhar
iz almoat lost in the general brilliancy of the winz. ~ The
bill is searlet, yellow, and black, the eyes and eyelids red,
and the feet yellow, with dark webs.

The dock muech resembles the Mandarin duck in
colonr, bat shows above ensagh of the bronze and s sal

gloss of her mate to distingnish her on clc se inspection ;
moreover, the white round the eye spreads with age to
the forehead and chip, and is always extensive. DBut the
best point by which to distinguish the two ducks, if they
can be taken in hand, is the wing-lining, which is coarsely
pencilled black and white in the Carolina, and plain
grey-brown in the Mandrin.

It will be seen that the Carolina duck is a consider-
ably better match for her mate than the Mandarin;
and the drake himself makes some amends for his want
of fans and backle by not going into such ccmplete un-
dress as his relative. He loses his crest it is true, but
he still has a blackish-green head with white throat,
and a fair amount of gloss on the upper surface, although
no longer to be compared with what he was when in
colour.

Thus each of thesg charming ducks has points of its
own to recommend it to the fancier, one excelling in
brilliant and bizarre ornamentation, the other having a
more sober and richer beauty, and not exhibiting such
a foml re appearance in the female and ont-of-plumag

(Photograph from Life.}

GARGANY TEAL, Winarox (9.
TUFTED DUCK.

rl:mle, What the young Carolina drake is like I do not
NOW,

The Carolina duck, often called the Summer duck, is
chiefly fonnd in North America, but ranges south to the
West Indies; in the States it is known as the Wood
duck.

It has long been known as an ornamental bird,
having besn introduced early in the century. [Its
goneral habits and disposition resemble those of the
M indarin, and it should be treated in the same way ;
bat in tha show pen a Mandarin drake ought to take
precadenca of a Carolina of equal merit, seeing that his
points are more numerous; while, on the other hand,
the Carolina duck, if well glossed and with good face-
marking, should have her claims considered as against
her plainer rival if pairs are being showa, In fact, as the
duck of this spacies shows a tendenecy to hich colour,
this should be encouraged by compotition as much as
possible by the showing of single birds,
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s+ CHAPTER VIL
WHISTLERS.

.
The group of Whistling or Tree ducks is one very dis-
tinet from all others, and when one member of it has
been seen sy ean be easily recognised.  The head and
bill are ordinnry enougl. though the dark eyes are rdther
larger than usual, but the general build is very unlike
that of other ducks, being light and reachy, with long
neck and shanks, large feet, and long, prominent thighs
set well Ich: and close together. The tail is very short,
and the wings, Lllough broad and large for the size of the
bird, are veﬁ_' hort in the flights, which do not appear
when the wing is closed. By this, and by the fact that
the wings are black beneath, o Whistler may be known
at once. The webs of the feet are not go full as in most
ducks, and the hind toe is larger tha®t isusnally the case ;
altogether, these hirds are rather intermediate in form
between ducks and some of the waders. Their colours
are very pretty and showy, thongh no brilliant or metallic
hnes ocenr; duck and drake are quite alike, and the
young differ littleif at all from them ; there is no summer
change. The Whistlers are found in warm climates only,
but extend all round the world: they are ducks of
singularly all-round abilities. Walking without the
usual waddle, thongh with a very erect carriage on land,
they are nevertheless good swinmers, and dive nearly as
well as Pocbarids, like which birds (whose turn will come
last of ull) they oiten feed at the bottom, thongh in order
to dive they make a spring which lifts their bodies clear
of the surface, instead of going nnder easily and withont
effort. They fly slowly, as might be expected from their
broad, hollow mﬂllllﬂl{ wings ; but this conformation
gives them much more control over their flight ina
small space ; and they perch so readily that they are
often kgown as tree dueks, nesting also in tr®s asarule.
Jliieir call is a cackling whistle, similar in both sexes,
whence thpir more appropriate name, since other ducks
frequeat trees, notably those of the section last dealt
with.,  ‘Jhey are not large birds, averaging about
eightuen inches long.

Althongh no single species of this group equals several
others in attractiveness, yet, taken as a group, no other
ducks, in my opinion, come up to them. They are very
easily tamed aud kept, and interesting to watceh, being
very courngeous and afiectionate, like the Mandarin and
Carolina, nor are they exacting as to accommodntion.
But they have two rather serious drawhacks. Oneis
that they are not o hardy as other dneks, being, as
nbove stated, denizens of warm climates only; the
other is that, thongh so zasily tamed, they are gfry
hnrd to breed, only one cpecies, and that the least
atiractive, having as yet aested in captivity. This,
however, onght only to stinnlate fanciers to perzevere
with them ; and as to their want of hardihood, this
merely means thes must be eared for under cover in
winter like valuable ponltry or, pigeons, lLeing given
quarters in & warm, covered, sheltered ron, well litt®red
and furnished with perches—for owing to the necessity
for taking them in in winter, it is quite unnecessary to
pinion them, in my opinion. I this be done, however,
the joint should not be ent as advised in my intro-
dactory article, as irds so treated may stilli be able to
fly. Instead, the bone itself should bhe severed as close
up to the pinion-joint as possible with a strong pair of
seissors, this being, indeed, the method recommended by
some suthorities for all waterfowl, though, personally, I
think this takes off too much in the eaze of {(ll)g-ﬂi"hlud
hipds, > And Whistlers, I think, should certuin[\' Les
kept under netting unless they can have a big pond to
range over, as they are hetter suited to aviary life than
other ducks excopt Mandarins,

After this somewhat lengthy preliminary, I will pro-
ceed Lo the desagiption of the various species at present
available, which are four in nuwmber, nnd, resembling
each other almost as closely a= varieties of a breed of
potltry or pigeons, will not detain us very long, thos
muking nmends for previous prolixity. v

THE WHITE-FACED WSHISTLER.® *®
L]

. (Dendrocygna viduata. )

. This species, the prettiest of the lot, to my thinking,
inhabits Tropical Africa and Amgrica, and is very
showily marked ; the face and throat are white, the rest
of the head and neek black, the hreast bright, cinnamon
the flanks barred buff and Wack, divided by the black
of the belly and stern ; the mump, flights, and tail are
ulso black, the rest of the wings slate with a reddish-
cinnamon shoulder-pateh, and the back dark hrown luced
with buff; the billl and feet are grey, as is generaliy
the ease with Whistlers, \

. This species i= frequently sh®wn, and, in addition te
ite striking plumage, has the recommendation of beips
more geaceful in form and masical in voice than any of
the other Whistlers : but I have heard that it is £0Ime-
times very pugnacions, 2

THE RED-BILLEDe WHISTLER,

(Dendroeygna autumnalis,)

This is also a very p®tty bird, but not so graceful as
the preceding ; it has the webs of the feot less well
developed than the rest. Tt inhabits the warm parts of
America, and is often shown, being freely imported to
Europe. The red bill and llesh-coloured foet will at
once distingnish it from any other Whistler. The
Eh_lmagp is also characteristic, thé general colonr above
being cinnamon-brown without® imrs or lucing, passing®
into pale drab on thea sides of the head and neck, The
underparts below the breast, the ramp, flanks, flishts, tail,
and u streak down the back of the neck, are all black,
with the exceptionsof a white pateh at the rost of the
flights, and of the stern, which is white spotved with black,
Yonng birds are greyver above, and have the belly and
flanks dirte white with dark bars.

THE SMALL INDIAN WHISTLER.
(Dendroeygna javanion.)

This is the smuallest of the Whist'ers and the plainest
in colonr, but is still avery noat and pretty Httle hind,
abundant in (1M warnt” parts of Eaztern Asin®where it
ranzes from India to Java,  Ite weneral eolonr is dun
shading into cinnamon on the belly.  The baek i slute
barred with dun.  The flights are Tk, and there is e
redilishecinnamon pateh on the shoulder of the wine and
at the root of the wil.  The beak and fret ar® dnrl:;;m

o aud the eyelids bright yeldow, asin the Blackbird, beanti-

fully setting off the dark eve. Young birds merely
(lh"‘lir.”'fh"‘i'"g the mluhzrpurta dun thyonghout.  This
duck is frealy imported and very cheap, but unusunlly
sensitive to cold. : & b ‘,'!‘

THE LARGE INDIAN WHISTLER, 5

(Dendrvocugna fulva.) 4
o i
This species, alzo known as the Fulvous Duck, has fit
most peculiar range, being found in warm countries wil
round the \\'(;r[ul. in Africa, India, an | America, and is
lhu]nnly non-ml-,'mlm'iv bird which ecan say as n‘moh for
itself except our own Barn Owl, which doe.
warm conntries uullv. i o AT
The Large Whistier has not muel els i 0
he ) ] se 10 pride
for it is A very unesinlydooking hird, u.epm"gm:'ﬂ
the Whistlers, w!lh & large conrse head. an tivel:
f!](»l'ln(l\lls feet, like mnd-boards, Howc;\'or, mlo' of
ion makes some amenids, it being of a rich cinvnlm" mon
the beak l-l:u'l\:.with_cinummm bars, and the wing
mostly black.  Tlierg is a4 bla® streak down the hue
of the neck, & crenm lnr af the root of the tail, and
some cregin splashes on the flanks,  I'he feet aresFrencl
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< grey, beautifully setting off the body-colour, and the
il o darKer shade of grey.

On the whole, therefore, this Whistler-in-chief is not
without its merits, Although the biggest of its race, it
is not pugnacions, giving way to its smaller Indian
relative, which is no doubt the reason why it is scarce
in India. Kurthermore, ivis the only one of the kind which
has bred in continement, & pair having built a domed nest
in the grass of one of the enclosures in the London Zoo
in Sugnst, 1872, hatehing two ducklings, only, alas ! for
the henefit of the rats. Bt fanciers should take the
hint and aspire to breed other Whistlers, remembering
that these birds naturally nest aloit, 1the small Indian
Whistler often using old nests of other bLirds, and
carrying the ducklings dovn in her feet when the family
has to be set afloat.

CHAPTER VIIIL
THE MALLARD AND ITS ALLIES.

In this chapter [ propose to deal with our native wild
dack and some of its tame descerxlants, together with
the one wild specics which is at once very nearly related
and often kept, though it must be remembered that all
the following species, until we come to the Pochards at
the close, arc near connections of the Mallard. All are
snrface feeders and ground builders, walking fairly well
ashore, mt with a waddling gait. In nearly all the
drukes ave finely pencilled iud the ducks laced, and in
most the drake undergoes the nsual vexations change of
colonr in summer ; the young birds resemble the duck
in their first feather.

*

THE MALLARD.

s ]

(Anes boseas.) o

I onght to endeavour to save myself tronble by say-
ing that this bind is too well known to need description ;
but as the species is aptl to degenerate when bred in
domestication, and may often be mongrelised when
wild, like the Blue Rock pigeon, it is as well to eharac-
terise the points of the true Mallard. Although a big
duck, nearl = two feet long, and weghinggip to three
pounds, and rather heavy in make compared to many
other species, the true wild bird has a very game,
thoroughbred look compared with the tame one, being
very tight in plumage, with a lean, game head, and
comparatively small feet, u light body free from
paunchiness, and long wings ren{alin nearly to the end
of the tail. The general coloursiionld be pencilled drab-
g:lev, produced by fine brown lines on white ; the head

fliant metailic trreen, the breast chocolate, and the
rump, four curly centre tail feathers, and stern velvety
green-black ; the wings, plain drab with a steel-blue bar
edzed with white fore and aft. A white collar, which
should be narrow, separates the green neck from the
breast, not meeting bohind ; and the pale drab tail
shades into white av the edges. The lining of the wing
is also white, and, with these exceptions, no plain white
shonld_ be seen, nor any rosty tinge. he bill is
yellowish green, and the feet orange with darker webs.

_ The duck to match shoull be dun laced with dark
brown, with feet and wings Jike the drake’s, and a
black bill with a broad orange tip. In undress the
drake will be like her, but darker generally, and black
on crown and rump. I think young drakes fledge off
into thus plumage, not exactly into the duek’s, and I am
inclined to believe that this it the case with other young
drakes of this section also, Dut this is a point on which
naturalists give us little information, and this must
therefore, s in 20 many cases, be leit for fanciers to

'shgvly- ; ;
he Mallard is one of several dneks which can give
the northarn hemisphere generally as their address, and
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judicionsly resides in tomperate climates, and visits
the hot and cold ones as & migrant only in winter and
summer respectively. He is omnivorous, like other
ducks, but has the credit of being an exceptionally
enterprising and energetic feeder, ard also of being as
wood as any to eat. He iz, as most people know, the
ancestor of our tame breeds of ducks, with the excep-
tion of the Muscovy, ansd was domesticated compara-
tively late, since a Roman writer at about the beginging
of the Christian era recommends that ducks be kept in
enclosnres, netted overhead, lest they fly away, and
that the stock be angmented by taking the eggs of
wild binis and setting them under hens—so that ducks
then were apparently no more tame than  heasants
now.

The will duck, however, is very easily domesticated,
and, indeed, degenerates as an ornamental bird in a few
generations, becoming heavier and less neatly marked,
corrser in the feet, aud shorter in the wing : so that for
!mrposes of crnament it is Lest to get undoubtedly wild
birds to start with, and renew the stock when they
show symptoms of deteriorating. And few ducks are
more handsome than your true Mallard ; moreover, he
i3 a1 good-natured bird with others—rather too much =o,
in fact, for though, like other ducks, naturally mono-
gamous, he is apt 1o become a regular Turk when
tamed, so that it is as well to allow him more than one
mate. It isa carious thing that in it< hybrids the Mal-
lard seems very prepotent where colour iz concerned,
although the othes patent gives the shape. [ have seen
this in crosses with such distinet species as the Pintail,
Widgeon, Muscovy, Sheldrake, and Red-crested Pochard.
Of domestie breeds of the Mallard only three demand
mention in this connection: the grey and white Call
Ducks and the so-called East Indian.

¢ CALLSDUCE.
(Anng boscas var.)

These should be as small as possible, with a short
broad bill and rounded forehead or stop.  There are two
varieties, white, which should have a vellow hill, and
grey, which is like the Ronen in colour, i.¢., closely
resembling the Mallard. | have never, however, seen
the grey Call Duck, and do not know whether the
female should be dark brown in colouring like the
IRouen duck, which is darker than the wild colour. Call
Ducks used formerly, at all events, to be esteemed for
the loquacity of the females, which was useful in
enticipg the wild birds to the decoys, whence the name.
The diake, however, has a weak quack like the Mallard,
which, as everyone Knows, has & very poor voice com-
wared to bis mate. There is not much point in Call
Ducks, so far a5 1 can see nowadays, when we have the
many besntiful birds T am dealing with in the present
series more or less in domestication, with many more
nearly,or quite untried. It should be mentioned that
they can fly like wild birds.

EAST INDIAN DUCK.
Anees boseas var.)

This breed, also called Buenos Ayres, though appa-
rently with no reazon in either case, resembles the wild
bird in form and power of flight, bt should be smaller,
in fact as small as possille, even down to two pounds.
The plumage is I»quﬁ( with a splendid gloss of green and
purple, looking as if the drake’s metallic hues on neck
and wing had spread all over the hodv, The duck,
although she should be as glossy as possible. is naturally
less so than the dmke, and she has a Dlack hill, while
his is olive-green; both have black feet. This is un-
donbtedly a very lovely breed, althor_.n apt to show
white feathers with age ; but T must say that I think it
is & pity both it and the Call Ducks were ever invented,
as they tend to mongrelise the Mallard, and no doubt to

\
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this cause is due the appalling collection of mongrels
which disgrace our London park waters. I now proceed
to the consideration of the Mallard’s near wild ally
kept with us,

THE SPOTTED-BILL DUCEK.
(Anas poecile -hyncha),

This is the common wild duck of India and Burma,
and is not migratory ; nevertheless it is found quite
hardy 1in England, and breeds well here. It is a little
larger than the Mallard, longer in neck and leg, and
shorter in wing ; otherwise in voice, figure, and habits it
is nearly identical, though more active. It differs, how-
ever, strikingly in plumage, and in both sexes being
alike, with, asis usnal in such cases, no summer change.
They resemble the female ravher than the male wild
duelk, although much more showy than she is.

The general colonr of the ‘)lumngc may be described
as pale drab, mottled with blackish brown, the drab
decreasing behind, till the rump and stern become quite
black. The wings bear a large brilliant green bar edged
with white fore and aft, and surmounnted by along, white
splash, the outer webs of the innermost quills being
white. The feet are orange-red and the bill is searlet at
the root, black in the middle, and bright yellow at the
tip, a very showy marking, which distingnishes its
owner at onee. The drakes run brighter in bill and feet
than the dueks, which are also apt to fade soon after

. the monlt as rezards the white wing-streak, which gets

clonded over with drab, at any rate in confinement.
This is % fault which wants correction by breeders.
But I have often fonnd the sexes so alike in this species
that one could only distinguizh them by the voice,
whiel, curionsly enough, diflers sexnally just as in the
Mallard, although the P umage does now,  TheSpotted-
Bill is & comparative Y Jate introdunetion, and breeds
when in England late in the year, from June to Sep-
tember. v It is mueh inclined to hybridise with the
Mallard, and the hybrid is at least partly fertile, so that
care is needed to keey the stocks of these beautifnl
species pure, although fertile hybrids are scientifically
interesting and less ugly as a rule than crossbreds.

PINTAILS.

The Pintails, of which three species are well known
to fanciers, are surface-feeding ducks. of slender form,
with long pointed tails, In the Common Pintail the
coxes are very different, but in the Chilian and Baliama
Pintails they are much alike.

THE COMMON PINTAIL.
(Dafila acuia.)

The draks of this species not only differs in plumage
from the duck, but has a much longer tail and long
pointed shoulder-plumes.  His general colour is  finely-
peneilled elear grey above and pure white lelow, the
Intter hue extending np the neek to the head, which is
dark brown with a lilac gloss on each side behind the
eyes;  the stern and long-pointed centre-tail feathers
are black, the shoulder-plumes black laced with pale
drab, and the wing-bar hronze-green edged with cinna-
mon in front and white behind. There is a yellow-
buft’ pateh on each flank just before the black vent.
The duck is dark brown, very clearly laced with bnff
or white, and usually shows no wing-har, though a bird
now in my possession has one.  The tail is barred
obliquely with the light eolour, which easily distingnishes
the }umﬁle common Pintail from those of other dnecks,
Both sexesbave grey feet and bill, the latter with a black
central stripe wnd dark eyes.

Lhis is the largest of the Pintails, the drake measuring
whont two feet in length, more or less, acconding to the
cevelop ment of the long tail feathers, which may exceel

nine inches in length. It is found in & wild state
throughont most of the Northern Hemisphere, breedin
in the north and migrating south in winter, at whicﬁ
season it regularly visits the Dritish Isles, where a few
remain to breed.

In confinement the Pintail drake at once attracts
attention by his strikingly aristocratic appearance ; his
white shirt-front, long, reachy neck, and exquisitely
pointed tail stamp him as the * fine gentleman™ of his
trihe. His manners are in keeping, quiet and inoffeasive,
and his voice low and unobtrusive. His mate also
shaves his refined appearance, but her quack is painfully
harsh and coarse. Fortunately she speaks but seldom,
or her husband might be more ashamed of her than he
is. It has been noticed thetin a wild state Pintails are
particularly given to forming bachelor parties! When
courting, the Pintail drake suddenly raises himself up-
right in the water and brings his hiﬁ close to his Lreast,
frequently afterwards throwing up his tail in its turn.
The species have frequently bred in eaptivity, and both
in this condition and at large has produced hybrids with
the Mallard and its descendant, the common tame duck.
These hybrids are very handsome, and those between
the Pintail and domestic duck have bred again either
}vn.h the Pintail or between themselves, though
in the latter case the ducklings which were bred
from the hybrid pair proved to be barren when
they grew up.  Possibly their parents were too closely
related, in addition to their hybrid origin. When
the offspring of a Pintail drake and a hybrid
duck were crossed with the Pintail, it was found
that the taint of the common duck was completely
removed.  In one case a female domesticated wil ﬁuce:
actually deserted her own Mallard on a Pintail drake

* being put on the roml, and ultimately paired and pro-

duced hybrids with him, a fact that may help to explain
the I'rc(iuuncy of this cress in a wild state,

The Pintail may be expected to breed in April ; the
eqrs are seven to ten, du‘l green or greenish buff, and
the ducklings are brown above ﬂll(;i white beneath.
After breeding, the drake goes into undress, and then
nn}vh resembles the duck, except that he retains the
bright wing-bar, and that the light markings of his
plamige are white, and partake more of the charncter
of pencilling, Some males undergo this change much
later than others, and one confined in o dealers huteh
has leen known mob to change at all, doubtless he
“stuck in the moalt ™ owing to ill-health.

No collection of ducks can be considered complete
without this Pintail, and being o Em'orcuu bird it is

cheap and easily obtainable in Lead et
through the Field, ete. KeadeniniL ke

THE “HILIAN PINTAIL
(Dafila spinicaude.)

This very popnlar duek closely resembles t

of the Common  Pintail n,hm;‘e dcserihed,‘h‘l’mftemfll‘xz
plnmngo is more of a fawn tint, especially on the head
where it is rusty red; the beak also is’ blnish only at
the tip, the rest being bright yellow, with a black stripe,
as in th:! other species; the wing-har is dark green,
edged with cream colonr. This species is considerabl >
smaller than the Common Pintail, the drake bein only
abont twenty inches long, and the duck less hmgin i
shorter tail ; she is also not quite so brigh(,-l;ut on %he
whole, bears a very close resemblance to her mate, The
pn\x:;lgro.f‘ lll_ml ‘:‘ll}’ in du'.tis lll’intuil is very markedly con-
eav dished,” and its i

as lt‘-llle cun'mmn Pintail’s, i T e tmlp ot By

The Chilian  Pintail's native Ty s

Ameriea, fl:nm Southern Brazil and 7:;':!"50 tl.’l.lo %ﬁ%&h
Innds, 1t is, however, well established in Europe as an
ornamental bird, and breeds freely in captivity: it also
ofter appears at the shows in the Ornmneng\'l Water-
fowl class. Mise Rose Hubbard states that. the fancy ig
or very small birds ; but this is, I think, a great mis.
fake ature has provided n whole gronp of Bantam
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ducks in the shape of vhe many kinds of Teal, and fan-
ciars would do better to aid in the importation of the
many as yet untried kinds of these exquisite little birds
than to try and dwarf the species already under their
care,

The proper place of the Chilian Pintail is, in my
opinion, on & lanze sheet of water among a mixed collec-
tion. Itis hmﬁy bright enough for a fancy bird, but
its habits are interesting, ‘or, though by make and
wewernl behaviour, a surface-feeder, it will, at all events
when young, freely dive for food like a Pochard,
an action I have never seen the Common Pin-
tail perform.  In St. James's Pack, where the clear
water is admirably snited for ohservation of the
habits of the fow{ I once saw * flappers” diving
nnd catching fish under water like Cormorants!
Here is a fine opportunity for any enterprising fancier
who wants to do a little evolution on his own account.
The Chilian Pintail seems to have the ordinary habits of
a surface-feeder in its wild state, even feeding on dry
land at some distance frpm water, a thing no diving
duck would dream of domng. Yet it evidently readily
takes to diving, and a conrse of breeding for this point
wonld Prolmey result in some slight change of form
highly interesting to the naturalist. Besides, most
})eople find diving-ducks far more interesting than sur-
uce-feeders, and they can naturally forage very much
better.

The Chilian Pintail, according to Miss Hubbard, lays
in April and Aungust, and sits about a month, twenty-
nine or twenty-eight days. The egus are very pale
raddish drab, the clutel, containing about nine; the
ducklings are dark grey-brown alove, paler below, and
are very easily reared, feeding readily on dry oatmeal,
barleymeal, and breadernmbs, scattered on water in a
shallow pan let into the ground.

Several years ago | exlibifed to the London Zoological
Society the skin of a eurious hybrid between this species
and a Caralina duck. The father was a Chilian Pintail
which had been flying about the gardens uifpinioned,
and the rest of the {mod, I understood, were pure. The
liybrid was more or less intermeiliate between the two
species, but, as often happens, in some points resembled
neither parent.

THE BAHAMA PINTAIL.
! (Dafile bakamensis,) ®

:l‘hc smallest of the three Pintails I have mentioned,
_his species i3, in my opinion, the most delicately
beautital of all. The drake i« nineteen inches long,
and his plumage is of a delicate cinnamon, spotted
with black below ; the shouler feathers are black,
laced with cinnamon, and the tail and vent pure
cinnamon with no darker markings at all ; the wing-
I)gr is metallic green and narrow, broadly bordered
with einnamon ; the throat and cheeks are pure white.
The feet and bill are lead-colonr, with a triangular rose-
mtl pateh at the roo' of the Iatter on each side.

The _femnlq 13 Very like the male, but smaller, with
less bright pink on ‘the bill, and plumage duller gene-
rally ; a 50, aceording to Mise Hubbard, she has the eye
brown, whereas the eyes of the drake are “ vermilion-
yellow " or red-chestaut. The British Musenm Catalogue
does not state what is the colour of the eye in this
s}mclea, and 1 find Miss Habbard's account of the colours
of the eyes, ete., of waterfow] ix not always correct—
doubtless she often wrote from memory—so that I
mension this point With caution. I did not notice it
my='f when I saw a bird of this kind alive at the
London Zoo,

This Pintail inhabits some of the West Indies, and
maost of South America down to the Falklands. It
breeds well in Europe, and is frequently shown, Few
ducks are more exquisitely coloured than this, and it
has the great advantage of Poss. sing pr:wt-imlly the
same plllumge f9r both sexes, and, as is usual in such
cases, not going into undress,

<

~

It breeds, Miss Hubbard tells ns, twice & ye~r, the season
being from May to August, and the eggs seven to ten in
number, pale brown, the second clutch nlightly darker
than the first. The ducklings are much like those of
the common Pintail. The lady above quoted states that
the sex is diflicnlt to distinguish in the fledged young
till the second year, the Till up to this time being
reddish brown. I

I should strongly advise any intending duck fancier
to make an early trial of this species, since it presents
the advantages of beauty and prolificasy combined ;
whether it is pugnacious or not f cannot say person-
ally, and the aut?lority I have so frequently quoted does
not allude to this peint; but according to my own
observations and experience Pintails of the other two
srecim are very inoffensive with other waterfowl, so that
the pretty Bahama is probably the same, and “a perfect

* duck ” all round.

CHAPTER IX,

GADWALL, WIDGEONS., AND SHOVELLERS.
THE GADWALL.

(Chaulelasmus streperus.)

This is a near relative of the Mallard, but rather
smaller and decidedly slighter and more delicate in
build ; it resembles that bird also in habits and distribu-
tion, being one of our breeding ducks. However, 1 only
mention 1t here to warn people against it, unless they
are making ® general colllection of British ducks, for,
althoungh a good sporting species, it is not worth its
keep as a fancy bird, owing to its dull, nninteresting
plumage. The drake is pencilled grey of a dingy tone,
with black ramp and stern, and the wing provided with
a deep cinnamon pateh and a whife bar, which will at
once distinguish him from any surface-feeding duck ; the
duck is much like the common wild duck, but the white
wing-bar readily distinguishes her.

The Widgeons, on the other hand, are most charming
little birds; two out of the three known species are
available. They are al once recognisable by their
small neat blue-grey bills tipped with blaclz, long
winge, and sharp tails; they measure about a foot
and +-half in length, so are considerably smaller than
the Mallard. Althongh more or less omnivorons, they
are particularly keen on yrass, and graze on land like
weese, soon eating up all the grassin any small enclosure
in which they may be placed, as may easily be seen in
the London Zoo in whatever run Widgeons are kept.
This must be borne in mind in keeping them; as they
walk well & good grass run is more w the point in their
case than a very big pond. One of the available kinds
isa DBritish bird, the other a foreigner ; so take the
former first.

THE COMMON WIDGEON.
{ Marcea penclope.)

Inhabits the northern parts of the Old World, and is
probably spreading to the New, since every now and
then it ocenrs on American eo+sts.  In colonr the drake
is very handsome, being of a clear delicate pencilled
gray generally, with white belly und wing-shoulders, and
Dlack stern and tail ; the head'is rich cinnamon with a
eream blaze down the forehead and a metalliy green
shading behind the eye; the breast i _ieyish pink, and
the wing-lar br lliant metallic green and llack, The
eyes are dark, the bill French-grey, and the feet grey, as
in all Widgeons.

The duck is very plain, being dark brown with slig* t
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buff lacing, &nd a white belly ; there is no bar on the
wing, but the small blue bill easily distinguishes her
from other brown ducks.

The drake in undress bears a general resemblance to
her, but his prevailing colour is rich reddish-cinnamon,
and he retains the bright wing-bar and white shoulders,
or changes the latter to French grey ; he is thus still
easily recognisable, and a sufliciently handsome bird.
Voung of both sexes resemble the duck, but the drakes
show the green wing-bar.

The Widgeonisone of the commonest migratory ducks
in Britain, coming in great numbers every winter ; it
ulso breeds in some numbers in Scotland, but rarely in
Ireland ; in captivity it ix not a pure breeder, but this
matters less as it ean be easily and cheaply procured.
Apart from the beauty of the drake’s plumage, his clear
whistling note ** whee-ew " makes him attractive,
though his dull mate only emits a purring growl.

It has produced Mules with the Pintail and common
Duck, and also with its near ally, next to be no ticed,

THE CHILIAN WIDGEON.
(Mareca sibilatrie.)

T'hiz i3 an inhabitant of southern South America, -
troduced early in last century. In size, general build,
and colour of bill, feet, wings, and belly it rezembles
the male of the common species, Imt otherwise its
appearance is very different ; the head is glossy dark
green, with the face white ; the breast barred black and
white, the back black laced with white : the flanks and
stern are cinnamon, and the rump black, with a white
bar at the root of the tail, which is also black. Drake
and duck are alike, except that the latter is not quite
so bright, and of conrse there is no sumi er change in

lumage.

9 ;\lt,l;’ough lacking the exquisite delicacy of the plum-
age of the common Widgeon drake in full colour, the
Sonth American bird is more striking, and has the great
advantage above mentioned of not varying according to
gex and season. It is therefore very gratifying that it
is a good breeder and hardy ; Miss Hubbard states, how-
ever, that it feels cold winds, and it appears Lo need
maize and animal food in winter. But, of course, all
ducks should have shelter from cutting winds, and a
cortain amount of worms, snails, or other natural
animal diet constantly supplied, as, though they can
subsist without this, t?!ey naturally like a change, being
amongst the most omnivorous of birds.

The male of this species utters a whistle ; no doult the
female’s note is different, as in the commorn bivd. 1t luys
from ' May to July, the eggs being seven to nine in
number. The Mules with the common Widgeon [ allnded
to above, were seen by me some years ago n the London
Zoo ; they greatly favoured the Chilian, and, indeed,
showed little of the other. It appears that this species
has also bred with the Chilian Pintail. Being peace-
able as well as constantly showy, it may be safely called
one of the most desirable ducks.

THE SHOVELLER.

(Spatuda elypenta.)

The Shoveller, althongh, with the exception of the
common Sheldrake, he is about the showiest duck in the
Faney, is, | fear, not sofficiently uttractive in personal
appearance ever to come into the front rank, hy reason
u} ‘ris wreat ngly bill, broadened ont at the top il it is
gemi-spoonlike in shape, and with the ordinay ridging
of the sides developed into n deep horny fringe like
whalelone in miniatore.  Otherwise he is a delicately
made bird, sietlong wings and small feet, and of mode-
rate ize, being considerably smuller than the Mallard.

The drake is, indeed, 0 most brilliant creature, with
hiix big head of a rich metallic green, =¢t ofl by a golden
aye, pure white breast, and cinmamon-red flanks and
belly sepnrated from the green-black rump and stern by

. v e
a white pateh ; when the wings m?e opened fn%h colonys ©
are displayed, the ““shouhblers” being light blwe, and
the bar vivid metallic green, while the font ensemdble is
completed by bright orange feet, the unfortunate bill”
being plain blaek! -

The duck is much like the c6mmon wild duck in
colour, but redder below, and her wings are a feeble
edition of her own drake’s ; the bill also differs from his,
being olive above and orafge underneath, and her eyes
are hrown ; 50, on the wlole, she has nothing to redeéem
her * prominent feature,”

The drake in undress bears a general resemblance to
her, but is darker and redder, and retains his brilliant
wings ; though his bill assumes the female colour, ar are
thing in drakes in undress.

It is a curious fact that Shoveller ducklings are
hatched with bills like those of ordinary young ducks,
though longer and nanower ; but the length and
breadth have obviously increased at the age of three
weeks, espeecially in drakes,

The Shoveller is another of the ducks which inhabit
the northern hemisphere generally, migrating south in
winter. Some breed in Britain regularly in the wild
state, and it has bred in the London Zoo. A Mule
between Shoveller and Garganey has also been kept
there, but no result attended the keeping of this bird (a
drake) with females of both pure species. The Shoveller,
barring its ugly head, is certainly a very ornamental bird
on the water, and its habits are interesting. It is the
most essentially surface-feeding duck of all T am dealing
with, its large, deeply-fringed bLill being an exquisitely
perfect sifting apparatus, “alenlated to extract the
smallest particles of food from the water; hence it
chielly feeds on the very top, and seldom turns tail-
up in the manner so familiar to olservers of ordinary
surface ducks. | It is taid to e fond of ‘sifting the
water when Pochards are diving below, but I have
never seen my own Lird—though kept on a large pond
in the ¢mmpany of some of these—do this. Prohably
:nle gg:lls el;?ngln_(l)ln his own account. At the same time,

1e Shoveller will eat grain quit i Ay
s B g juite readily, and gives no

§ CHAPTER X, @
TEAL.

These birds, the dwarfs of ] i y
2 Dirds § 1e duck tribe, being onl
?}f?fnﬁfa:ﬁ lorf a ]largf lngclon, resembit 'ne\'erﬁleles.{
2  Jarger ducks in their habits, and, owinw t
::;:-(1; spmlll :;ms‘, cax:l easily get a living n;xywl;e(:sv::llfet;
ater is to be found, so ‘that it is not s isi
Fis to urprising
nu'lll‘)l)_ species of them ave fonnd, all oyer tl:‘g world thas
3 l.ls'Em:l"lll!s‘R wakes them very snitable ])et.s; for
'tl‘l;,s} \;hu can t;nlylumnage a smull pond and enclosnre
elonner need only he a foot deep and a v i i
such little birds, and a doz g 1ok o
! en squire yards of enel
will afford them amyl : ot
I ; I ple scope,  In such a pl
Britizh species, whi e ae
‘ ‘eies, which are the only ones eop
'. - N ¥y . - ,,
;\nh u'n (..\|lt}\1t}, may he kept ; but the encl(m::(::]hyl mftl;
-:_3 n.vt,_ecl over completely, as it wonld he nothin "‘!m :
of cruelty !.u expose such little birds, if pinioned i lolrt
open, unless a-large pond with islynds be avail; Il;l i
their safe luul;,vm&n[. Ducks should not, wil {“ﬁ f(‘:r
Kind, be conlined un sinioned in g narrow o U
they eannot, as a ru T ey

e, Lurn easily i R
for the same reason ne\\-lv-u:-: ily in & small space ; und

their wings clipped to kes utred birds should have
selves when II)!ill’):: at ﬁ“:tli ulmm from injuring thém-

THE COMMON TEAL.
ANettion (:‘I'!‘l'f.‘a.)
This 's an exquisite

: Iy pretty intilv fal :
bird, only about fourteen it{:cl‘:g;l ;?r':;;.m'\'l‘{xzmligll:em'“
is



|

{
I
._\‘.Ciw
¥ RIS
- )

A
AN
X\
QUVE
3]
a1
1
L




N

veri' showy, being of a general pencilled-grey colour,
with a breast spotted like & Thrush’s and a white belly ;
the Lo is rich cinnamon with a broad metallic-green
streak, narrowly edged with eream-colour, on each side ;
the wing-bar is brilliant metallic-green and black, edged
with white fore and aft ; the stern and a stieak down
each side of the bacl. arecream and black, and the eyes,
feet, and bill all dark.

The duck is dark brown laced with buffy white, and
has the wings, eyes, bill, anl feet as in the drake. He,
when in um?ross, mach resembles her, but has the plam-
age coarsely pencilled with whitish instead of laced.

“T'his Teal inhabits Europe and Northern Asig, migrat-
ing south in winter ; it visits Britain in large numbers,
and also breeds with us, being especially remarkable for
the affection it exhibits for its tiny young, which the
duck has even been known to follow into captivity. In
confinement the Teal breeds well, and is worth taking
up with a view to profit, for it is a first-rate littlo game
bird, and no doubt, if a laying strain could be started,
eggs from them would be in (ﬁmmnul by people wishing
to rear the birds for shooting, as isdone with wild ducks.
And the Teal is a prolific little bird, laying as many as

ten to fifteen eﬁgs, which hatch in three weeks ; it should

be mentioned that ceveral of the smaller ducks take less
Llhmll. the month occupied in hatching by the common
unckK.

But it is as a pet that I am chiefly recommending the
Teal here, and, being so small, it can easily be accom-
modated in any ordinary aviary of reasonalle size,
due regard being had to the precautions indicated above.
In the large waterfowl aviary at the Caleutta Zoo I have
frequently noticed the common Teal perching on the
TNATTOW ridfcs of nesting boxes, though this habit never
seemed to be acquired by the next species.

THE GARGANEY,
(Quergendnla circia.)

»

The Garganey is a little larger and coarser in make
than the common Teal, and is less brilliantly coloured.
The drake has the head and neck pinky-hrown finely
speckled with white, and set ofl' by a black crown and
broad white eyebrows. Tne I»was'l., rump, and stern are
mottled brown and black, mucl as in the females of many
other ducks. _The belly is white, and the fanks white
sparsely pencilled with black, givisg a gray appearance ;
(Be shoulders of the wings are French grey, and the wing-
Jar dull green broadly bordered with white ; on cach side
of the back are some long hackles streaked with French
grey, grecn-black, and white, The eyes are brown, and
the Wil ana feet yurplish-geey in' both sexes, In
plumage the duck resembles the common Teal's duck,,
but is easily recognisable Ly having no red wing-bar, or
only a very faint reflection of one. The Garganey
drake in unudress is remarkably like his duck, and can,
indeed, be only distingnished Ly lis wings, which still
retain their bright eolours. '

This species of Teal has much the same range as the
Jast, but does not go =0 far north, and it is much less
common in England, where it is known as the Summner
Teal. In India, where it is called the Blue-winged
Teal, to distingnish it from the other species, it is about
the most abundant duek in winter, nm‘ in China ocours
at times in such numbers that, I have been told, people
have actuslly been alarmed by the roar of the passing
flocks at night. In Caleatta’| have known a smal
party spend the day on a tank in the middle of the
town, but they weré no doubt attracted by a pair of
birds which bhad been there unpinioned "the winter
uelore,

The Garganey, in Tndia at any rate, is peculiarly
liable to ull_:?m.«lu. In five years | have seen no less
than six speciinens, three of cach sex, of a peculiar pale
variety, in which the usual markings appear in & more
or less washed-ont forta.  The bill and feet in sueh
seem to be flesh-coloured, at least they were in thyse |
saw alive, but in & seventh, an almos: pure white bird,

-
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submitted to me as a skin, the bill and feet appeared to
have been dark in life as in ordinary speci-iens.

Among the hundreds of ducks of different sorts I
have seen in the Caleutta Provision Market-—about the
best place for wild-fowl in the world—I have come
across only two albinos of other species. Both of them
were only pallid, not pure white, and one was a drake
Pintail, um{ the other a female white-eyed Pachard. I
conclude, therefore, tuat albinism is rather rare in ducks,
althongh some are more prone to it than others. There
would, of course, be no difficulty in perpetuating the
pale variety of the Garganey ; but there would be no
point in 50 doing, as it is not at all pretty, whereas the
Garganey drake in his natural colours is one of the
very prettiest of ducks. True, his shape is not par-
ticularly elegant, anid, thongh only a little bigger, he
lacks the delicacy of form which would make a lady
fancier call the common Teal *“ a dear little thing, ™
while in briiliancy of hue and fineness of pencilling
wlmost all ducks surpass him. But his colours are
exquisitely chaste, and =0 well arranged that he is not
only absolutely striking on the water—where he sits
high and shows himself well—but also bears any amount
of looking at from close quarters; his dress is so
tasteful that one could hardly suggest any alteration,
and the brighter ducks look guite vulgar in comparison.
Unfortunately, he remains a very long time in undress,
not coming into colour till the begioning of spring, and his
mate is about the dingiest of all the surface-feeders,
with neither colour nor form to recommend ler. This
species does not seem to bea free breeder in captivitf,
but as it is not expensive this does not matter so much,
and it is one of tlle ducks which best set off a mixed
collection,

As above stated, there are many different kinds of
Teal ; some are exceedingly pretty, but the only one at
all commoniy on the market among foreign Kinds is
the Brazilian Teal (Nettion brasiliense), both sexes of
which are very similar, and are noticeable for their red
feet and beautiful wings of velvetty black and mtallic-
green, the general plumage being brown with a black
rump. Another very pretty Teal, which I have seen in
the London Zoo, and once in the Calcutta Market, is the
Eust Asiatic Clucking Teal (Neftion formosum), of
which the drake has the head boldly marked with buff,
black, and metallic-green in a manner unlike any other
duck’s; the rest of his plumage is very pretty, and
dificult to describe shortly, but both drakeand duck of
this species can be recognised by their narrow green
and black wing bar, bonh:rud with cinpamon before
and white behind.

THE POCHARDS.

The last group to which I shall refer is that of the
Pochards, which are diving ducks of heavy form, having
broad, squnat bodies, short wings, tails, and legs, and
laryre heads and feet, Owing to this formation they are
awkward and ungraceful on land, and only snitable to
be kept where there is plenty of water, in which element
they are very active, swimming low, and diving with
great agility for food,

Given a good pond, they are very attractive birds;
their constant plunging, especially where the water is
clear and their motions can be followed, is amusing to
watch, and by the same diving facnlty they can easily
escape from ill-disposed larger companions. Moareover,
althongh the ducks of this section are particularly
homely, the drakes have the great advantage of nnder-
going, as a role, little or no change in their showy
plomage, unlike other ducks. They should have =some
extra uuimal food in the shape of snails, worms, small
frows, or fish, ete,, and if their grain is given so that they
have to dive for it, it will be all the better for them.
Five species are commonly to ba ha! ot which the first
two I shall mention are considerably larger and less
clumsily built than the others, All, however, agree in
having & white or grey wing bar, and the flights sbaded
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with white or grey, whereby they are easily dis-
tingnished fromn other ducks. ?

THE ROSY-BILLED POCHARD.
(Metopiana peposaca.)

This handsome species, usnally known simply as the
Rosy-billed Duck, is nearly as big as the common Wild
Duck. The drake has a l{nob at the root of the hill of
a bright red colour, the billitself being pink with a black
tip ; the plumage is mostly black, glossed with purple
on the head, but the flanks and belly are pencilled gre
and the stera white. The feet are orange with black
webs, and the eyve red. He undergoes no change in
plumage at all after breeding. The duck is brown above
and whitish below, with a white throat and stern, and a
grey wing bar, the drake’s being white. Her bill also
is grey, and her eyes brown. The young are much
like her, with grey legs. This fine duck inhabits
South America, and is a comparatively recent intro-
duction as an ornamental waterfowl, having been
imported within the last fifty years. It is a better
walker than Pochards in general, and dives less, going
under with more of a spring when it does do =0, It is
a good breeder, nnd home-hred birds are stated to be
saperior to wild ones in the colour of the bill and
development of the knob at the base—such appendages,
indeed, seem to have a tendency to-appear orinerease in
domestication, witness the knob of the Chinese Goose
and the wattle of the Muscovy Duck. The breeding
time is from July to September, according to Miss
Hubbard.

This is a very showy duck, and the fact that the drike
retains his handsome plumage all the year through is o
point very much in its favour, both as an ornament
and as an exhibition bird, while it needs less swater than
other Tochards, being content with quite & small
pond, as may be seen in the case of those placed
back of the refreshment room at the London Zoo, where
this species has hybridised with the rest.

THE RED-CRESTED POCHARD.
(Nettex rufine.)

This is also a large bird for a Pochard, bhut smaller
and squattier than the Rosybill.  The head-feathering
is very full and soft, especially in the drake, in which it
forms » remarkably bushy crest, commonly carried
erect, which gives him a very quaint appearance. His
colour is alse very striking, being light brown above and
jet black below and on the rump, with white llanks and
a pinky-cinnamon head, the crest being of a lighter
shade—a wolden-buff, in fact. The white flanks have
an exquisite blush of salmon colour when the bird is in
fullest colour, and the whole is et off by a scarlet bill
and eves and orange feet with black webs. Taken
altogether, hie is one of the showiest of all waterfowl.

The duck is a plain light brown above and greyish-
white below from chin to tail : her feet are duller than
the drake’s, and her hill black with an orange tip. The
drake in this species, unlike most Pochards, shows a
very marked summer change, and after it resembles the
duck very closely, hut may be easily distinguished by
his red Hill and darker belly.

This Pochard inhabits Southern Europe and Central
Asia, migrating to India from the latter in winter, when
it ix very abundant in that country: like the last
species, however, it is of comparatively recent intro-
duction as an ornamental bird, and many are still sent
to Europe, althongh it las been bred hoth on the Con-
tinent, and in England by Mis< Hubbard.

It ix o better walker and o less clean and inveterate
diver than me. & Pochards, hut still does not look its best
on land, and [ am Tither surprised at Miss Hubbara's
suecess in rearing the young in a coop on grass.  How
ever, it is satisfactory to know that it is so easily dealt
with, for a more striking bird is not easily found, both

forl the conirasts of its plumage and the éxqufsile
delicacy of some of the hues exhibited, to say’nothifig
of the curious bushy erest. The eggs are also remark-
ably beantiful, being of a bright n; five to eleven
are laid, in the spring. T;lzne (imke of this spevies
whistles, while the duck croaks like other Pochard
ducks, the note of the ducks of this section not being an
ordinary quack.

THE RED-HEADED OR COMMON POCHARD.
(Nyroce ferina.) o

This is a very clumsy-looking duck of medinm size,
with very large head and feet aild broad, flat body. The
drake is at once known by his tricoloured plumage, the
hewd being chestnut, the Dreast and stern bl:a(, and
the body pencilled grey. The duck has a nut-lrown
head and breast, and a duoller grey body colour, Botn
Fave grey and black bills and feet, like all the remain-
ing Pochards. The drake doss not go out of colour
much, merely becoming duller in summer. His eyes
are red, while the duck’s are dark brown. . .

This Pochard has a wide range in the Old World,
breeding to the north and migrating south in winter.
The American Pochard” is hardly more than a variety,
but in Amerien is found also the celebrated Canvas-
back (Nyroce vallisneria), which has not yet been
imported  alive; it mmch resembles this Pochard,
but is much larger and lighter below, with the

bill all black.  The Common Pochard breeds in
small  numbers in England, but is not a free

breeder in confinement, in which state, lowever, its
tameness and striking plumage make amends for its
clumsy form. Ttis a very fine diver, like all those I
shall have occasion to mention hereafter, and gats about,
better on land than one wounld expect from its build
thongh it looks most clumsy there. :

A bird T had appeared to remember me after an
absence of "three months, and St. John in his * Natural
History and Sport in Morayshire ® gives an instance
wherein a Pochard, after escaping, mised its friends
and seemed pleased to zee them. This Pochard has
hybridised in_ caplivity with the Tufted Pochard, the
progeny proving fertile with one of the parent stocks, if
I remember ng_ntl,v—l.he whole circumstance was related
some time ngo in Lhe Feathered World by Mr. Verrall
I think. No doubt he could give exact Xetnils.' The,

* Ahe extmct to which Mr. Finn refe
t : s 1 o
ity B e i S
h 3 T cutting down o
3 .:rd“ _nt. the Lewes Pells, and lh'-'.- destruction of the Wa s
"“Then as to the ornamental Waterfow)
2:3 all‘ovred to dv?'inullc to one; the Cuﬂl:n(g:?: 312::; ::::
e ;:Jl‘:i“s now representod hy one speciinen : the extraor.
(thlar\,v yirid ducks, hetween the tafted and pochard, seem all one
unﬂe“ n l:re cnse of Mules vreeding—some wero c'erulnty tgree
u‘m. a8 p({:. ard, it nul seven eighths) ; the male tufted duck n
1 ta,ll!‘ l[\i:l_ x’a. has whoat seven females left to choose between ;
Qh':-ld r:i: Hgeon, i Uarganey are all gone ; the valuahle rinld’
;llblch M(:“Y‘em AdEposed o1 by a boy killing one with a stone loz
il Lyence & reward was offeced for the detection of the offersior
e #‘wr Was snot by mme in anthority. The five lmnu? i
l" I‘ 8, hc ween the Wild Duck and Pintail, are redoced o th o
',’l slaughter, and I am told that the person who ate :hn said
ne!'o was not much on them,! 1 am informed that them o
ducks bred on the Pells nre not ever pinioned, o they A
g:’e‘:i o?f ﬁ:gyre::w";\ II]-} Dluvk will remain in the \:n‘:: m;
Z all m ¥
o municipal  bind, ety ey et are :

usnall Y
To this letter Mr. Verrail sent s sha e b e Anoual banquet.”

" & characteristi ]
take the following extract : —* The persor © reply, from which I
“nl slld not,gnml much on "W'n.p:huu; dﬂl‘:v‘a‘ed ‘!)ll:e lg‘brld ducks
Mr. Joseph Shelley when the Carolings weps kllle?! il
ago.  He had  them pue iy A giies .. case “l;lm:w c‘r:

eourse it wonld have ge >
not  seen on ondinary l‘l,\'l'c'l&u"d vhay Nad something on thsm,

iz, uneo
male hybrids vred here, if fn goog Lommon plutiige.  The
each for stufMing and n mnch lnlgh‘,m' cup::ll:‘;:‘:'l ‘vl.lc i'u-orl.h 10n.
coming breding season attempts miight b made to oo i the
young of the divors, which are now ndvertised wo high &8 two guinens

Seiling thom wonld tw & fa,
ing and selling them dead T more sensible plan than shoot-
bred drakes Bow on “lliw.lt’glal's e DA The bwo of tres

should bo immediately asw'ﬂffm',

owl there
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0o % 1
o wild bg'ml known as “ Paget’s Pochard * is believed to be
a hyyoid Detween this species and the next on my list.
°

THE WHITE-EYED POCHARD.
(N oea africana.)

This is the smallest- of the Pochards, and a compara-
tively neat-looking bird, with very tight, sleek plumage ;
it is about sixteen inches long. The drake’s leading hue
is o bright mahogany red, with black back and white

“‘belly and stern, only the latter showing when on the
water, however. The eye is of a pearly whiteness in
him, while in the duck ic is dark grey. She is also
much duller and darker in colony, with the white belly
less clearly defined, and is a very dingy, ordinary-
looking little duck altogether. . The drake, nowever,
makes some amends by never going ““ont of colour,”
although Miss Hubbara's experience appears to contra-
diet mine in this particular'; the point is one well worth
investigation, for it would be a remarkable thing if
some drakes changed and some did not in this species.
The young birds are dirty yellowish-brown, with dark-
brown-and-white wings, as in adulgs.

The White-eyed Pochard is found in Europe and
Western Asia, migrating to Africa and India in winter,
and also breeding in Kashmir and North Africa; it is
occasionally shot in England, but has neyer bred there,
even in captivity. It s, however, a desirable bird, the
drake’s colour being very handsome in a good light, and
it will thrive even with a <mall pond, thongh I do not
advise that it shonld be =o treated. It is « remarkably

_ae diver, and fond of keeping to cover in a wild state,
suthat a pond provided with plenty of rushes, ete., will
suit it well. It has been known to live lifteen years in
confinement,

THE TUFTED POCHARD OR TUFTED DUCK.
(Fuldigula fuligula.)

The last species I shall have occasion to notice is one
of the most attractive of all; round and tubby in form
and of small size, Leing little bigger than vthe White-
eye, the Trfted Drake at once attre:ts attntion by his
p‘ied plumage, the belly and flanks being white and the
rest of the plamage black, glossed with purple on the
head, which is adorned with a long, narrow, drooping

being of no wore value alive thar: dead. T find the common shell-
duck {8 still alive, also one male pociard and one male tufted,
with a few fomnles, all being aboat ten years old. They =eldom
live over twelve years, The Swans were a few weeks ago at Land-
port.  Why not estak'ish a Waterfow] Company 7 Birds have bred
on these waters that have never hred in any other part of England,
Valuable young have been hatclied every year since 1872, There
is alwaye & large demand for tame-bred ornamental water-fowl, and
by proper attention to this charming place it might be made alike a
source of pleasure and profit.” Unfortunately, at the tirre of pob-
lishing this hook, Mr, Verrall is not well enouch to give us any
information on tie matter referred to, but we hope he may be able
to do soat a later date, which information can be included in the
next edition,—Fu,]

crest. The bill is of a peculiarly light cle~r blue-grey
and the eyes golden.

The duck of this species may be at once identified by
her short, small crest; her eyes and bill are duller than
the drake's, and her plumage is dark brown where his
is black, and shaded with brown on the flanks. The

drake in undress merely gets a shorter erest
and black shading. on the sides. The young
birds are dirty light brown, much like young

white-eyed Pochards, but their crests usoon appear,
and their yellow eyes also distinguish them early.
The Tafted Pochard has a wide range in the Old World,
breeding to the north and wintering in the south, like
g0 many other ducks. It visits us regularly every
winter, and a good number breed in our islands. TItis
one of the very best of ducks for a piece of ornamental
water, as the plumage of the drake is very showy, and it
is an ﬂdmir:lln]lu diver, and thus amusing to watch ; it is
also the best breeder of all the Pochards, and becomes,
according to Mr. J. H. Verrall, polygamous in domesti-
cation, althongh =0 peaceable that several pairs may be
kept together. The eggs are six or eight in number,
largze for the size of the bivd, and hateh in three weeks.
The ducklings dive at once, and I have watched their
evolutions in St. James's Park with muech interest.
They begin to go to nest in April, but Mr. Verrall states
that they do not breed till two years old. In addition
to the cross with the common Pochard above mentioned,
the Tuited Pochard has crossed in the London Zoo with
the White-eye fifty yvears ago, and for about a dozen
years the hybyids continued to breed either with each
other or with one of the parents—a nice lot of mongrels
they must have been, but the fact is one of great
scientific interest nevertheless. However, crosses of
this kind are not likely to be encouraged by a fancier
who likes a mice-looking collection. Pochanls are
not much for exhibition purposes, as they don't look
well out of water, and the tufted species especiaiy is a
very elnmsy pedestrian ; but for pets they ave parti-
cularly suitable, and this little tasselled bird is, Lo my
mind, the best of the lot.

There are many other ducks of the diving section
which may be occasionally obtained, but I have not
thonght it worth while to mention them, although I
hope sooner or later to see them more generally kept.
Suach are the Golden-eyve (Clangula glawcion), noticeable
for its dark head, small bill, and pied body ; the Scaup
(Fuligule mayila), much like the Red-headed Pochard,
bot with a dark green head instead of red in the
drake; the well-known Eider Duck (Somaterie mollis-
gima), which bred for years in the London Zoo, thongh
I have never seen it there; and the narrow-billed fish-
ing-ducks or Mergansers, whose feeding habits render
them unsuitable for fanciers, though their plumage is
very handsome, especially in the case of the smallest,
the Smew (Merqus albellus), the drake of which i= nearly
all white, and which is fortunately about the easiest to
keep However, the duck Faney will have to advance
considerably Dbefore there is much chance of getting
other ducks than those | have treated of in this briet
series, Shonld it have been the means of awakening
anyone’s interest in the ducks as fancy birds, I shnﬁ
deem the trouble of writing it most amply repaid,
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Poultry for the People. By ALEX. COMYNS, BA., LL.B.
A Complete Guide to Practical Poultry Keeping, New Edition ; rc\'lwa amd brought
up to date by J. P. W. MARX ; fully Tllustrated, Post free, 1s, 3d. (Pogal Order.)

Suburban Poultry Keeping. By T. H. HARRISON. A com-
pact and usefnl Handbe ok to Keepers of Poultry in Confined Runs, Ilustrated. Post
free, paper, 1s. 2d. ; cloth, 2s. 84, (Postal Order,

pDideases of Poultry. By Professor WOODROFFE HILL. Second
Edition, Reévised and Enlarged, with a Dictionary of Discases and their Symptoms,
Invaluable to every Poultry Fangier, Post free, 1s. 2. (Postal Order.)

“The Feathered World.” Hali-yearly Volumes; Handsomel
Bound in Cloth ; always valuable for reference. Post Iree, 7s.  (Postal Ornder.) Clot
Cases for Binding, Post Free, 25, 64. Index to Volnmes, 14, each.

Practical Handbooks on Poultry. By E. COBB, F.ZS.
The Feeding and Rearing of Chickens.

The Housing and Managoment of Stock.

Inenbation, Artificial and Natural N S
Poultry Farming Up to Date. o i
Preparing Poultry for Exhibition,

Breeding for Exhibition.

Fattening Fowls, with several Illustrations. Post Free, 1s, 1d.

° -« T
Monographl on Breeds, by leading Syfcialists. Ilustrated
throughout.

The Blue Andalusian, by “SILVER DUN." Second Rdition, contains in addition to
valuable information ®pon the Andalusian, an excellent description of the art of
seientific breeding. Post Froe, 25, 2d. (Postal Order.)

Hamburghs Up to Date, by CHAS. HOLT, Second Edition, revised and enlnrged, with
spocially prepared ideal Tllustrations, standards, &o. Post Free, 1s. 2d. (Postal Order.)

Leghorns of All Varieties, by HARRY HESFORD, 7The most complete and up-to-
date work on®he breed published. Post Free, 1s. 84. (Postal Order.)

The Minorca Fowl, by FRED BIGGS. Fourth Edition, with the Standards and
Tdeals of the London and American Minorea Clubs.  Post Free, 18, 24, (Postal Order.

The Wyandotte, by 1. P. RAINES. Fourth Edition, revisod, enlanged and in greab
part rewMtten bgd. P W. MARX, with two Colonred Plates and New Illustrations.
’Poat Free, 18 84. ~ (Postal Order.)

Brahmas and Cochins, by L. C. R NORRIS-ELYE. The only work on these varieties,
Contains standards, and is fully illustrated. Post Free, 25 2d.

Coloured Plates—Copies of the following plates for framing can be

obtained, packed in tube, post free, at the' price#stated : —

PEEIN BANTAMS ; IDEAL MINORCAS (after the London Minorea Club), each 6.

GOLDEN WYANDOTTESR: SILVER WYANDOTTES ; BUFF WYANDOTTES ; VARIETY
BANTAMS ; BARRED PLYMOUTH ROCKS; BUFF PLYMOUTH ROCKS;: PILE
LEGHORNS: MODERN GAME; GAME BANTAMS; OLD ENGLISH GAME;
HAMBURGHS, each 8id,

BLACK HAMBURGIH HEN; ANDALUSIAN COCY ; BRAHMA PULLET; MINORCA
COCK ; and ORPINGTON COCK, a fow copies only, each 1s,

List of Books and Coloured Plates of Pigeons and Cage Birds on application
also prices for posters, prize cards, blocks, stationery, and Homing Diploma.
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Booksf Pigeon an Gage Bird Fan@i'ers.

Pigeons: Their Origin and Variation; Their Housing
and MANMAESmont. Sccond Edition, Revised and Enlarged, with Sqv nuy
Dlnseration®  YOst free, paper 25, 43d,, cloth s, 43d. (Postal Order.) v ‘

The Dist2%¢S of Pigeons: THEIR CAUSE AxD CUurg, by W, VALE.
Post fred 1"i1 (Postal Order.) .

MonograP"s$ on Breeds, by leading Specialistz. Illustrated

throughont =~
T8 ahq Barbs, by J. B. BROAD and J. FIRTH—an interesting and

k'f’“,‘,‘] Handbook on the Breeding and Management of these Standard

varieties. “pogy free 13, 1d, (Postal Order.)

Tho, JASPln, by JOLN WATERS. “Sccond Edition. The Fullest and Dest
ayesliS0 Oy ¢ho Jacobin yet published. Post free, 1s. 1d. (Postal Order.)

The sl“!'; Homer, by VICIOR WOODFIELD. Third Edition, revized and
r.nh"l-"' -}ibh an Appendix on the FLYING HoMER. With Coloured Plate, post
free 8. 8¢ " rpoctal Order.)

The TIPPIOr Bigeon. by ARCHIBALD HEPWORTH. Contains valuable fnfor-
matdt 00 iy ine and Show Tipplers.  Post free, 1s. 2d. (Postal Order.)

The 0T aced Tumbler, by HENRY CHILD., A concise Guide to the many
\;ﬂ“o‘m- [ustrated by LUDLOW. Post free, 1s. 1d.  (Postal Order.) 3

The Dr?8°" Ppijgeon, by R. WOODS. The only work on this
favourite 1"-H"- Post free, 2s. 0d. (Poatal Order,)
Practical "2hdbooks on Pigeons. By W, FELLOWES.

Fige s Tlseases of e A o .

" I‘ood and Feeding .. 32 o
" fts ana Suitable Fittings 6
»”» noulting, Showing, &c. .. o
" s.osting. Hatcning, &c. .. ..

Slection and madng of .. ..
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Our Feath®req pets Ly Dr. W. T. GREENE. Indispensableguide
to the manks® a';"t. of British Bivds in eage or aviary. Is. 24, post free. (Postal Order.)
British 5", 2 by Dr. J. DENHAM BRADBURN. Revised and fully
illastrated. r é\ thie author’s prrsonal experience.  1s wl. post free. (Postal l)r-h:r.)
Canary Frrtding and Management, Ly “JEROME?”
Twenty-frst < '."nul. Hlostrated. Plain hints for keeping canaries of all kinds in
cage or u\"""-é €t free, 15 24, (Postal Order.)
The CrestSl Sanary: Its BrREEDING AND Exmmrniox, by W. E.
l‘-lti'.RVl'l-"-d H"mrnn notes on the NORWICH PLATNIEAD.  Tliustrabied, post free, 7.
Mules an Hu.’rbrids: THEIR BREEDING, KEEFING, AND EXHIBITION,
by W, H. y  Revised and enlarged, fourteen illustrations. Post free, 1s. 1d,
(Poatal Order 1

A Pet ?c::ﬂ‘:""l"", H. B. RUTT, a simple and pra-tical suide to the
matsgen

+ F Irda.  Post free, 7d.
The Scot¢’ "ancy and Belgian Canary, by J. ROBSON,
An mlﬂ“‘:cd piatl ¥aluable guide to the breeding and exhibition of these varfeties,
Wwith cnlv“s iv o standands, and illusteations. Post froe, 18, 4], (Postal Urdcr..)
The YorkSTIFS canarw, by J BROADLEY. Gives the experience
of ane of the a guccessful breoders and exhibltors, Post free, 7d.
Yorkshire =0 hary: Hints on. by JONAS KNIGHT, one of the
oldest fanci? ai his variety. Post free, 10d,
Norwich Plahheaa Canary, by J. H. PAYNE. Post free, 7d,
I 20 hire (k€8  (Cage Birds). GROUP OF CANARIES (Scotch
'I"!“l_(_'.““,‘;\‘j\' sinnamon, Lizard, and Crest), 64d. post free,
SCOTCH FAUE pond BELGIAN CANARIES: MULES: BRILISH BIRDS (small)
Ditto (WTEYJp PREIGN BIRDS; NORWICH CANARIES; LANCASHIRES and
LIZARDS: | ©GPIGN KINCHES ; GREEN, BORDER, and LONDON FANCY
CANARIES £ A1 81d. post frea.
CINNAMON Bl v BULLFINCH; and STANLEY PARAKEET, ouly a few copies
left, 1s. eacsls ro
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