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I every department of Science we Jave occa-
sionally seen “ bright minds,’ appearing, which seem-
ed as it were to have condensgd the information and
discoveries of their. predecessors, and, by one great
bound, to have left them immeasurably distant, re-
moving a gloomy covering fromesome portion which
at once acted as a key to the rest ; while the labours
of the next Imlf centurys wonld make lmle farthen
advance, and the facts which b‘d been acsumulating
would remain to be agifingsimuitaneoufly employed ©
in penetrating yct deeper into the mechnmnn; and

design of this worlll, and its nfx’nyhvmg inhabitants,, | =

Until'the commencement of the present century.
Natural History may ¥e said p have been the num
backward of the sciences, being more uitivated by
the enthusiasm of a few, than directed practically to
the benefit of m'lglundpf’yns connexion fvith neces-
saries, comforts, or luxuries. 'I’ho%e sciences wh‘chﬁ
had.already been found of importamce ifthe economy ~

* We have tc?ncknnwlcdgoﬁur ohhganonu for the prin.
cipal facts and dotails in the fresent Zketch, to the elo-
quent memoair from the pen of Baron Pasjuicr, translated

for the Edinburgh New Philosophical Jowsnal, and an in-
teresting volume lately publfibed by Mrs Lee.

™
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' meﬁty of their-advocates, advanced much more
rapidly, awl we haye examples of splendid disco-
'very in I\Iedi«jf_)c_,,Chemistly, aiid Astronomy. But

: in Naturs? Hjstory, thoigh many illustrious names

' could be mentioned, from the times of Aristotle
ts those of Linnmus and Buffon, forty ydars have

-scarcely elapsed, since the living works of creation
were studiéd with a view to the relation between
their internal and external organs, and the facts which
had bedn so long in collecting were reduced to any
arrangement. Linraeus and Buffon, whose works
we have, endeavoured to review rapjdly in our for-
aper wolumes, were contemporary, and each in his
own way gssisted more than any of their predeces-

b * sors to give dn addifional 2@l and zest, and practical

utility, to Natural History.

- The individual to #hom we shall devote our pre-
sent sketch, thus well compares these his forerunners
in research : —* Linameus and Buffon seem to have
possessed,eich in his owa way, those qualities which
it was impossible for tha:same man to combine, and
all of which were necessary'tc give a rapid impulse to

_the study of nature. “Both passionately fond of this
science) bn:h"thfming for fame, both indefatigable in
their studies, both gifted with sensibility, lively imagi-
nations, and elevated niinds, they each started in their

| career armed With those resources which result from

profound erudition. But%each of them traced a dif-
ferent_path for himself, according to the peculiar

—
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" bent of his genius.* Linnwus seized on the distin-
guishing characters of beings, with thé most remark-
able tact ; Buffon, at one glance,.embaoac the most
distant affinities. innwus, exact mfd pretise, cre-
ated a language on purpofe to express® his ideas
clearly, and €t the same time concisely ; Buffon,
abundant ®and fertile in expression, used his own
words to develope the extent of his conceptions.
No one ever exceeded Linnwus in impressing every
one with the beauties of detail, with which the Crea-
tor has profusely enriched every thing to which he
has given life ; none better than Buffon ever painted
the majesty of Creation, and the impesing grandeur
v of the laws to which she is subjected. e former,»
frightened at the chaos or careless state inswhich his
predecessors had left the Ristory of Natufe, contrived
by simple mctl_nods,.nml short and clc‘ar definitéons,
to establish order in this immene labyrinth, and zen-
der a knowledge of individual beings®easy of attain- ,
ment ; the latter, disgisted at the dryness of ante-
cedent writers, who, for "the most parf, were con-
tented with giving exact deseriptions, knew how to
interest us for thesp objects, by the magic of his har-
monious and poetical language. . Sometimes the
student, fatigued by the flernsal of Einnfus, reposed
himself with“Buffon; but aftvays, wlben delicrously
excited by his enchanting deseriptions, he returned
to Linnwus, in order to class this beaﬂ;il'ul imagery,
feeling that, without such did, he might only preserve
a confused recollection of its subject ; and doubtless
: > B2
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it ismot the least of the merits of these two authors,
thus incessantfy to inspire a wish to return to each
other, altheagh this.alternative seems to prove, and
in fact |t does Pr?\'c, that in éach, gomething was
wanting."~ Let us notw see if he who could so well
compare, could mould his feelings andl observations,
to remedy some of the defects of these Sllustrious

men.

Geonge Lreororp CHRETIEN Freperic Da-
copenr Covier was born at Monthéliard, & & town
in France, on the 23d of August 1769. His family
was of Swiss descent, but, in congpquence of pro-
fessiig tha reformed religion, was oblized to retire
to a remote province in Gerumn) in which his uncle
was a Lutheras c]crgym..n. His father was an offi-
cer n a Swiss rcg1mcnt in the service of France,
where he dlsnngma'leil himself, and, after a faith-

. ful sesvice of ‘forty years, was appointed comman-
dant of the artillery ot Monthiéliard, with a small
pension from governmené.  He married very late in
life, and had three sons, gf whom George became
the eldest, a brother having died gnly a few months

_previous to Lig, own birth. This event preyed so
heavily u,,on the feelings of his mother, that the in-
fant was' scarcely expected to survive; but the ten-

* Prospectus-to Dict. des Sciences Naturelles, guoted
from Mrs Lee's Memoir, p. 135

+ At the time of Cuvier's birth, Montbeliard belonged
to the kingdom of Wurtemherg,

w
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ﬂ-' der solicitude of

M

te mme%‘ rearing
him to maturity, and thé'xs i is mother's
anxieties made an indelible impressiop anthis mind.
By her he was insttucted in the, nfdiments 4f his
education, she assisted him*%n his‘Pasin lessons, su-
perintended his geography and, drawing, for both of
which he schewed an early predilection, sad she i
stilled into his young mind the principles of religion,
and resignation to the will of God, which he found
a source of so much consolation in the family be-
reavements to which be was afterwards suljected.
At the age of ten he was far sadvanced, and was
placed at the pl;b“(: gymnasinm, whera he remained
for four years, with great. credit to himself ard his,
early preceptress, bearing off the palm in his classes,
and victory in his boyish*syorts ind secfeations.

His taste for Natural History was at this gime
shewn by his selection of bodks from the Gymna-
sium. A coloured copy of Gesner sttracted his at-
tention, and was eagerly looked over; and the glow-
ing pages of Buffon delighted his fancy, while the
plates made him familiar svith a greater number of
animals than existed at that time in the *collections
of his country. Little did he’then imagine thet dne
daygvould see him filling the place of tliat-illustrious
naturalist,  Assong his companions he had alo in-
stituted o Juvenile academy, irf which e acted ns pre-
sident, gave regulations, and ;licmu-tl the work or
subject that was to be real or discus<ed, and con-
cluded the meeting with observations and his own

a’
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opinion, & duty which he aftonvlnla for many years '

> performed with reat clearness,in the more matured

Academy of Paris._ In this simple tmit of youth was

¢ marked the ability which he afferwsrds so eminently

possessedy of cm?demmfg any subject under discus-
sion, and seizing only upon the i important points.

o ‘The cigcumstances of his parents weré®such, that
the young Cuvier could neither follow his own in-
¢linations to study Nature, and the sciences allied to
her, nor was he at liberty to choose one profession in
preferance to another. The connexion of his uncle
with the church alidwed a hope that he might there
succeed in ohtaining prefermem, aryl it was armnged
,that he should be placed at a free school in Tubingen.
and commence his_ecclesiastical studies, —when

® fortunute clremmstince shtinged the tide of his af-

fairs, and placed him for a time in a situation, where
talent would Taise hifn, and his choice of a profession

__would be frees

Prince Charles of Wurtémberg, being on & visit
to Monthéfiard, heard from his sister high enco-
minms of the abilities of Cuvier ; he sent for him,
and, ph-acl-«l with lns answers and, performances, re-
solved to cnrol‘lnm in the University of Stutgard at

*" his own cupense, and to phace him in the Aeademie

Caroline. At the age‘of fourteen,*Cuvier, for the
first time, left his hothe and mother's care; and ne-
ver, writes Mrs Les, did he forget the three days
journey from Monthélimil to Stutgard. ¢ He was
seated between the chamberlain and secretary of the

-
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'ff’ Duke, both cnth’el;tmkuown 10 ln"nm, and who spolke
nothing but Germa® the whole yyf of which the =
poor child could not understand one \:'og_d:" On the
4th of May he enteréd the academy, mnd nine’oonths =
after, bore off the prize fof the German language
from four or five hundred students.

His prégress in the other branches correspondeds

and he successfully devoted himself to the study of
administration, which embraced the various branches M,

of law finance, as well as agriculture, and some

departpfents of mechanics, The hours of relaxation

werg/employed in the more direct study of Nature,

{ perusing the works of some of his jllustrious pre-  * o

A decessors, in making drawings, and in the forpation,

of n herbarium of the plants growing in the neigh-

bourhood, In these pufsyits hé foupdea willing as- e

sistant in one of his teachers, M. Abbé, profesgor of

Natural History, who perceivetl his abilities nndluved %2

to encourage them. At this Academy he finished his

career with as great hanours as at Montbékiard, car-

rying off the highest prizés, and, witle one or two

others of deserving abilities, having an order of Chi-

valry conferred ypon kit e

Cuvier had now completed what is generally.cdlled
education, He howeve, daily studied ssth increas-»

ing perseverance, and durfog his whole lifg never

willingly lost an opportunity of acquiring what he

previously did not know. Upon leaving the Acade-

mie Caroline, it had ben intended that he should

enter some branch of the administration, to_be pro-
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cured by the i mtenest of his benehcwr. The events
of the times firévented the imiediate accomplish-
ment of thig, object,,and his pecuniary circumstances
“ would net perinig, him to follow the employment of
a naturalist, whidh, as yef, confd yield him no emolu-
ment.  Contrary to the opinions andeadvices of his
eompanions, he determined to seek the shuation of
a tutor; they thonght that the high abilities which
he had already ehewn would be degraded, and his
information thrown away; but M. Cuvier entertained
a different opinion regarding the responsibility of an
instructor of youth,and preferred a secluded but ho-
nourable mdcpendmcy—a step which he ever after-
wards looked back upon with plensure as the means
and commencement of an intercourse with those

* men, to whém he was indébted for the first rise in

his afterwards brilliant career,
In 1788, at the age of ninetéen, he received an

_ introduction to o protestant family, residing near

Caen in Normandy, that of the Count d'Hericy, and
was entrusted with the guidance of the Count's only
son. Here he saw all th2 nobility of the surround-
ing country, acquired the form and manners of the
best spciety, and became acquainted with some of

“ the most rzGarkeble men of his time. Nor was. the

maritime situation of the place without its advan-
tages : he had facilities of examining the productions
of the sea, psmcubrly the Mollusca, which gave
him new ideas, and led torthe research and develop-

’
-
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ﬁmenl of those view8 which he aftér:vards extended o
.

to the whole animal ’&ingdom. ° .

He appears to have remained gvith, the :faglily of
the Count d'Hericy for nealy seven Vears, and du- *
ring that period to have devofed a gréat portion of his
time to the examination of the lpwer native animals,
without rfeeiving much assistance from books, and
making drawings and observations only for his private
use. Here he also discovered that friend who mtro-
duced him to the savans of Paris,  An agricultural
society met in the village of Valmont, in which €uvier
had been intrusted with the offiee of Secretary: in
this society, heliscovered by his ability in the de- =

A bates, the author cf the articles ou Agrignituse ic o
the Enéyclopedie Methodigue *, who, being sus-
pected in Paris, had sectedly reinoved 1o Caen, to ©
wait in seclusion for more scttled times, An joti-

. . 0 . .
macy and friendship were the ‘consequences of shis -
discovery, and M. Tessier introdeced him to the
notice of Olivier, Do la Cepede, Geoffroy St Hilaire

*® DML Teasicr. Mrs Lee rc'l.aiu Cuvler's discovery of the
agriculturist in the following fanner. * He (M. Tessier))
spoke 50 well, and sgcmcdm?mmrcl_v master of the pubject,
that the young secretary of the Steiety recognised himeas
the author of the article on agriculture, in the Encyélope- 5
die Methodique. On saluting him as"such,"2. Tesier,
whase title of Absé had rendored him suzpected at Paris,
fxclmmml, ¢ I am known then, and consquently lost!'—

Lost!* replied M. Cuvier; ¢ No! you arg henceforth the
object of our mast anxious care.’ This ciregmstance led to

an intimacy between the twe."—Mem, of Baron Cuvier,
by Mrs Lee, p, 22,

-



*

B e i W £. % 3 Fo TI0MEE.-T T Y TRSSTVWNYTY PraTyereee

L

'
.
26 MEMOIR OF CUVIER.

and, Millin de Grand Maison;*by them he was in-%"
vited to Parid, fnd in 1795 he obeyed the invitation.
M. Cuvjer, was yow in Paris, where his ambition

. @ . . . -
and snsatiable®loye for researclf Liad often, in imaogi

nation, placed Hm; he fiad long desired to be in that
capital, to which al] Europe was already crowding,
drom the yeputation of her schools, and Hhere that
of Natural History had been raised by the efforts of
Buffon and Daubenton.  Surrounded here by the

savans of Paris, to whom he was well known by hi

s

Memeirs on the Mollusca, who treated him with
kindness and without Jjealousy, and who even now
looked up with deference to his talents, he did not

. remain lopg inactive; and, by the interest of the pro- 4

fessors of, the Jardin des Plantes, he was, soon after
his arrival, Appointéd a mefaber of the “ Commission
desoArts,” and a professor in the Central School of
the Pantheon. It whas for the use of the latter that
be composed his Tableaun elementaire de I'Histaire

Naturelle des Animaux.

In the sime year, asvew chair of Comparative
Anntomy was created incthe Jardin des Plantex. M.
Mertrud eas appointed td £l it ; but being aged and
infire, and ]mrslly able to perform the duties, he was
induced, evhe request of*his colleagues, to reseive
M. Guvier as an assisthnt.  Thus,n a few months
after his leaving Norhandy, Cuvier saw one of his

most urdent gesires fultilled, and reaped some of th

I

fruits of his previous studles. He was settled in the
Garden of Plants, surrounded by all the riches of

-
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" /Nawre which Paris®gould then present, his mind at >

ease, and occupied with his favourife pursuits, and ke > o
was conscious that he had won all honowsably by his
own exertions. His next desire was'to show him-
self worthy of the confidence which had®been re-
posed in him:_he laboured incessantly to complete
the collection of Comparative Aunatomy,-which he
had commenced npon the basis of a few preparations
and skeletons left by Buffon; while, at the same time,
his lectures and demonstrations were already spread-
ing his fame as a teacher widely over Europe. It
was in this same year of his Appointment® that
he so conspicuqusly shewed his intimato .knmvlmlge :
) A of comparative anatomy, in his memoir,upor the »
l:t:l Megaloniz of Jefferson, which had been considered

' an immense carnivorous” mimal, the efemy of the
Mastodon. Cuvier lg(-imtifully demonstrated the huge
remains of this animal to beloni to the family ofthe -
Sloths, pointing out their structwie,*and deducing

his reasonings with a &earness which brought im-
mediate conviction, withohr leaving rooni for a doubt.

This was among the first of those papers wherein he

made use of the eompitidon of the recent with the

fossil species, and which commenced a totally new

'_ ern i our investigation of the struciure Uihe worlld.

From this poriod, Cuvief gradually, but surely,

> rose in knowledge and in hénours. The National
Institute was erected, and he Hecame’gne of its ear-

* When referring to the dates of his works, we have
4 ‘ used the useful chronological list of them added to the
conclusion of Mrs Lee's Momoirs of Baron Cavier.
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liest members.  Soon after, hewas requested to ac-
company the memorable expedition to Egypt, as one
of the scieatific auendants: but he respectfully de-
clined " the appointment, conscious that he could do
more forscience at home, in examining the collec-
tions which were to be remitted, thag by attempting
0 study emidst the turmoil of camps and’war. The
return of that expedition fonnd him Secretary to the
Institute—an annual office ; when Napoleon, ns-
piring to every kind of glory, assumed the title of
President, and Cuvier was thus placed in immediate
contact with the First Consul. Napoleon carly per-
ceived his worth and abilities, and, wpon remodelling
-the Colleges, and commencing the establishment of
schools inthe different departments of France, called
in his assistince.  This usdistance he most willingly:
avey and, though new to the task, which was one
of great fatigue and (fifficulty, he performed it to the
satisfaction of -his first as well as that of his subse-
" guent employers, and succesdfully superintended the
establishmentt of the Lyceuins of Marseilles and Bor-
deaux, which are now Reyal Colleges.
During his necessary dbfience from Paris upon
this mission, l]m' Institute was re-organized, and Per-
* petual Sbtaries were ajipointed for the several
branches. M. Cuvier found himsell elected to fll
that office in the Class of Nateral Sciences, with a
salary of 6000 franca®. This office be held till his

* When it was hinted to Nipoleon that this sum was too
much, he replied, * The Porpetual Seerctary must be en-
abled (3 reccive at dinner =il the learned foreigners ‘vho
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f.?deulh and it was )hs duty to «Imw up annually a

report of the proceedmgs and discovéries of the year
that had passed. These were yrittgn avith great
clearness and impartfality, and now fdrm a valdable
record of the Natural Scierftes dufing a period of
thirty-six years. It was in the, capacity of Secre-
tary, also, that fie drew up his beautiful report upone
the progress of science postgrior to the year 1789,
which he read with so much applause before Napo-
leon in the Council of State.  This was a task which
required great patience and research, from the mul-
titude of subjects which it embraced ; but he made
it & complete history of the period, and the pccom-
plishment of it in such a manner, shewed Jhow awell
he had employed his former years of study. « He was
aware himself of the maghigude of the @udertaking.

In a letter to M. Duvernon, he writes, “ All labgurs

are nearly arrested Wy a work drmandcn by the Em-
peror, the greater part of which has devolved,upon
me as Secretary to the €lass (of Natural Sciences).

It is a history of the mareh.and progres of the hu-
man mind since 1789, You may suppose to what
a degree this is a gompkchted undertaking, respect-
ing Natural Sciences. Thus, 1 have nlready wrtfen
a volume, without having nearly reachéduthe end

but their hisfory is so rich, there is such a beggtiful
mass of discoveries, that I hdve becbme interested
in it, and work at it with pleasure ‘."‘. The subject

visit the capital."—Mrz Lee® Memoirs of Baron Cuvier,
P 28

* Mrs Loo's Memoirs of Bgron Cuvier, p. LiL »
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canvied him through; when ghce engaged, he be-%
came enthusiastit, aud it now remains & memorial
of his wbiities and perseverance. There was yet
another duty’which devolved ‘on M. Cuvier, in his
office in the Institute, ‘that of pronounciog an eloge
upon the illustrions members after their decease,
“—n task <t once melancholy and gratefitl — melan-
choly in its recollectioss, that the companion in re-
search, perhaps the, iotimate friend at home, had
now passed from his earthly career— but grateful in
the acquittal of a duty which was to place the -
bours, and discoveries, and virtues, of a valued as-
sociate. among the records of science.  These eloges
have been 'collecwd, and publishe(i in three volumes,
and form a useful and interesting companion to the
annual reportseof the Inetifute *.

L1 1800, he was appointed to another situation
in she Jardin, upon, whick be resigned the chair of
the Cantral School of the Pantheon. M. Dauben-
ton, the celebrated colleagué of Buffon, died far ad-
vanced in yéars, and Curier was nominated his sue-
cessor.  His time was#now sufficiently occupied ;
while the emoluments aritinig from the different of-
fices.rendered him independent, and he sent for his
father and drother to residé with him. The former
meeting with a severe"accident, wés not long pre-
served to enjoy the still rising honours of his son ;

* Recueil'des Eloges historiques, lus dans les séances
publiques de I'Institut Royal de France. In 3 vols. 8vo,

he
0
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‘¢ Jut his brother entergd at once into his feelings gnd
pursuits, and renderel him every asiistance in his
power. He still survives, and is well known teo
science by his beautifal work on Jlg Mantmalia®,

A short while after his appointmint to she chair
of Danbenton, M. Cuvier murricg. He chose for his
partner theswidbw of M. Duvaucel, Fermier-Gene- ,
ral, who fell a victim to the disturbances of 1794,
She proved the excellency of his choice, and secured
to him domestic happiness, as far as it was in the
controul of an amiable temper and disposition, while
her strong mental endowments rendered ber a com-
panion fitting for the mind of her husbynd.

A His time was Tlow exclusively spent in conducging
his various researches, particularly those which re-
lated to fossil osteology, whigh we shall mutice when
speaking of his great work. The results of these
researches were givéh in memoirs to the various so-
cieties of which be was member, almost g soon as they
were concluded, and, if collected, would form a se-
ries of volumes of great extent and interest.  These
studies were, however, again for some time inter-
rupted by the commands &f the Emperors Cuvier
was appointed one of the Counsellors 9f the Imperiil
Univgrsity, and, as a parpof the duties<.§ this of-
fice, he was orlierad to superintend the establishpent

* M. Frederic Cuvier is now Keeper of the Menagerlo
in the Jardia des Plantes. The * Histoiro Naturelles des
Mammiferes" fs n splendid folio work in 6 folumes, con-
taining lithographic drawings of the animalsin the Pasisisa
menagernie, o

.
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of Academies in those parts of. the Italian pmvinca%(
¢

which had beei annexed to thé French empire. H
was also opdered upon a similar mission to Holland ;
and in the year {ollmﬂng went'to Rome, to organize
a Univessity tiere. These employments occupied
much time ; but he acquired information in his jour-

_neys, unconnected with the establishinents of instruc-

tion. The most difficult part of his task was that
which related to the Ttalian towns, and the University
in Rome: M. Cuvier was a Protestant, and the bi-
gotry of the schools in Italy threw as many obstacles
as they durst in the face of any encroachment npon
their own methods ; but the respect which hie shewe!

_to 9\'ery lelief, where it was convscxmtmml) eser-

cised, of}entlmes softened the prejudices which were
held againct hjm, and, by adapting his arrangements
to the real necessities of the different towns, hoe
completed his busiress so periectly, that, in many
instances, thyy were continued after (hc restora-
tion of their former £OVereirns.

During Yis absence ypon these missions, the Em-
peror shewed him another mark of his approbation,
and appeinted him « Maitre de Requétes.” Napo-
leon was too good a judge of mankind not to have
observed,zhe abilities of Cuvier. He had discerned
them from the first, “nd it was part of his policy
never to lose sight of a talented individual, so long
as he could b2 of use in his extensive designs.  For«
tunately, the purposes for which he wished to em-
ploy M. Cuvier were all honourable, either for the

4
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subjects ; and they were reniderec sth more bene- "
ficial, by the ‘judicious manner ig which lll('x were
performed. Honour$ were thus lpafed upon him;
and in 1814, a still greater fhark of” confidence was
bestowed, in his appeintment of * Counsellor of
State.”. © * % y
We:have now reached the period when the affairs
and prosperity of his great master and patron were to
assume & more chequered train ; and nothing places .
the upright conduct of our naturalist, in all his political
and official transactions, so highe as his constantly
retaining, nof only his civil appointments, hut be-
ing sought to take a part in the councily of each
monarch, as in their turn they succeeded o a tem-
porary rule of France. . Prgm this itaniBht perbaps
be alleged that he was variable in his opinions, and
wavered with the ﬁ.’clin;,m of the times ; it was Jhe °
reverse, He was a firm swpporter of ordeg and
subordina}ion, but he saw that, alone, he could do
little to stem the torrent of zevolutionary® principles,
and he hoped that his assistarce and advice might pal-
liate some of its attending riseries, His abilities were
widely known, and it was known also. that he would
use them only and conscentivusly for i good of 2
his country. “Upon the first®ejection of Napoleon, >
Louis XVIIL. continued him ih his office of Coun-
sellor, which had the same year been®conferred on
Iim by the Emperor. Thefreturn of N;polcoll from

‘Elba for a time banished him from the Court; but

Vul. L - C

1
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hesvas retained in the Universities, and was con\ #

sulted and assisted in the chang‘es which were thought
necessary chere; while, after the seécond restorn-
tion of the Bourbons, he was *actively employed in
every sort of adininistration, connected with the Com-
mittee of the Interior attashed to the Council of

- State. In 1826, he officiated as one of* the Presi-

dents at the coronatior of Charles X. ; and, after the
last Revolution, he was not only named a Peer of
France by the Citizen-King, but, at the time of his

* unexpected death, the appointment of President to

the entire Councik of State waited for the royal sig-
nature. Thus, we see his early conrse of study use-

fully brought forward; for it-must be recollected that 4

law and:administration were the branches which he
entered upondrom choige)'in the University of Stutt-
giedd, and that the study of Nature was efiployed as
a relaxation, from his more sevire Jegal and literary
engogements: As, hewever, it is more with his ca-
reer as a naturalist than aswa statesman that we bave
now to dedl, let us Jook back and trace his lnbours,
from his appointment @ the Jardin des Plantes till
the sacoind restoration of'the Boyrbons.

" We, have seen the occupations of Cuvier since
the timo<{ his arrival in Paris to the period to which
we have brought down his history t6 have been al-
most more than suificient for any ordinary mind.
The lectures which were to be delivered in his si-
tuations in the Garden,' were of themselves an ar-
duous task ; but no part of the administration to

‘.‘v
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1 which he was aluuhql was denied hu;agmtnnce. Nor

was the business of the societies, tn many of which

he held the office of secretary, neglecmd" thejr writ-

ten memoirs and reports were all dnuvn up with the
strictest care, and often contained a vast mass of in-
formation. \Totwuhsumlm'.,r, in 1818 we find him
to have been lho author of no less tharr 127 me*
moire, many of them of great ‘extent, and’ contain-
ing information in every department of Nature.

* The first gnemoir that he appears to have publish-
ed was'in 1792, during his residence at Caen, “ Sur
1'Anatomie de la Patelle,” after which we find many
upon various Mpllusca, which, for a fes yeara about

.
this time, occupied a great part of his studies, *We o

mentioned previously, lhat, in 1796, lus dirst me-
moir connected with Fomb()sleology was upon the
Megaloniz of Jefferson; and the skil] displayed in
tlm examination of lhls nmgulm; animal raised bim

very high in the estimation of his colleagues.s Be-
ry hig

tween this period and 811, a great portion of time
was devoted to the examihstion of the immense de-
posits of bones which had Ween discovered in various
parts of the world,and for which the quarries around

Paris afforded great facilities. Tn thjs manner were -

the materials for*the « Récherches sur les ®ssemens
Fossiles des Quadrupedes” c'ollected The greater
part of these ¢ Recherches” were pubhshed in the
Amnales du Museum as their author tompleted his
discoveries, % that the sﬁlgulnr results which he
bad to communicate mlgh! instigate the possessors
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of fussil bones, or those whose shunuon was favour-
able for collectmg them, to lend their assistance to
his und«nrkmg #"  These memoirs were collected
and” puhhxlnd in 181 l, in four quarto volumes,
forming e gmt work above alluded to. It is il
lustrated with numerous plates, and the first volume
is occupiad by a Preliminary Dlscoursa. %nd an ac-
coant of the mineralogy around Paris. Six years
after, a second edition appeared, increased to five vo-
lumes. It is a work of great intgrest—a splendid
monument of the persevering research of the au-
thor. J

From the aature of the above-mentioned work, it

e

is evident that a great deal of accessory research é

was necsssary.,  An amlquary of a new kind, he
had to decyplet and rectore these monuments—to
dissover, and place in their pnmmm order, their
seattered fmgmmu—xo reconstruct the ancient be-
ings to whicl: these fragments belonged —to repro-
duce them with their propdttions and characters—

-and, in shért, to compard them with the beings at

present living upon the sarfuce of our earth+. A great

portion of the intermediite time, between its com-

mercement and pul)ll(allén, was therefore devoted

to the s&dilly of comparative anatouly ; and the fruits

of that smdy we havé in varions ‘memonn, and in

the * Lecons d' Anatomie comparée,” a work in five
-

* Advertisement to thé Ist edition.

“ Discours Preliminaire, p. L
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volumes, comprising a manual of nenrl! all that avas

known at the time. " There were a Tefv errors in it,

many of which were from time to time,corrected ;

and it yet continuesa text-book for %ll those*who

are engaged in similar pursufts. = It"is aleo the basis

of a great work, long in contemplation, whose com-
pletion ananxifty to render perfect retarded ; manye
materials are loft, purtly arrapged, with a very large
collection of drawings, which we trust will be pub-
lished at no very distant period.

His next important work appeared in 1817; it
was the “ Régne Animal distribeé d'aprés gon Or-
ganization.” It embraces the whole of M. Cavier's
prior labours ; @nd, comprehending so fouch jn a
space’ comparatively limited, it assumes gomewhat
the character of an extendeg catalogug ; fnd he him-
self tells us, “is more for study than reading *.”
The last edition, ifi five volumes, is Tow the best
and'most comprehensive manusl in our possession,
the researches of nearly thirty years are embodied
in it, and the experience of his extensive scientific ac-
quaintance lent their assigance to its complefion.
He was anxious to establkh general rules“ang prin-
ciples, for he found, that although many of his prle-
decessors had been employed in these < gsearches,
and that Dadbegton, Campes, and Pallas had sup-
plied some most important fiets, théy had neither
been generalised by themselves,.nor nmde use of by
their contemporaries, to reduce the anifhal kingdom

* Prefuce to the First Edition, p. 18

.
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e to g system *.  He therefore thought, that, by com&"'
. “7+_ bining Anatotny and  Zoology, and mutually calling
A in the one go the assistance of the other, he would
l produte a system founded upon proper principles :
: the commencefhent aifd progress of this may be

ik »" o

traced from 1795, when a memoir was published upon
. A S o .
A new arpangement of animals, having white blood,

’ which was extended in, 1798, in his * Tablesu Ele-
mentaire des Animanx,” atid improved still farther,
two years afterwards, in the tables annexed to the ‘8

first volume of the “Legons d" Anatomie Comparée,”
Cuvier appearssto have considered the Regne
. Animgl" the most laborious of his works. “It was
. not sufficiént,” he writes, “to have imagined new dis- é
tributiony into classes and orders, and then to place
the genera » byt it was pebessary to examine every
species, to know if, in reulity, they belonged to the
genera in which they had been ?nlucedf." He gvas |
assisted by many of his collengues ; their collec-
tions and researches were = open to him as those
collected by himself, and this assistance is most
gratefully acknowledgeds One part is less exclu-
sively hiv own than any sther—that devoted to
Enlnmology; it is due to M. Latreille, My friend
amd colleague, M, Latreille, who has more deeply
studied these animals thiah any otherman in Europe, .
has given, in a vingle Yolume, the results of his ex-
tensive researches, with a table of the numerous ge- J
* Prefuce to the First Edition, p, 6.
+ Preface to the First Edition, p. 8,

P o
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nera which have bgen formed by entomologists.”
In like manner does he acknowledgé the parts and
interest which his colleagnes tool‘ in ,"ig undertak-
ings. - . . LS
At this period of the life of this dllustripus natu-
ealist and statesman, Europe was at peace, France
enjoyed a temprary calm, sfter the distracting events,
in which she had been for a long series of years en-
gaged, and M, Cuvier found leisure to visit Eng-
land with his family. He had two objects in view ;
the one to observe the influence of our constitutional
government ; the other, to pursue his favourite study,
and to examine the various collections of a scientific
or literary natuté, He was already too well known

. . - L
not to find easy access to all our insfitutions and

collections ; and he alwayeexpressed himeelf as high-
ly grateful for the attention and facilities which were
given to all his psnits*.  Among®his scientific
friends, he was the frequent glest gf Siff J.oc&'ph
Banks, Dr Leach, Sir Everard Home, and Sir
William Herschel. Upog his return to France, new
duties awaited Lim : he wgs appointed President of
the “ Comité de I'Intprreur,” an office owhich he
continued to hold under every. change of ml'nistny;
and, as a mark of persenal esteenf, Louis X\’!ll.
ereated himaa Baron. e

Now muy be said to be the sunmit of Cuvier's
carecr. There is often one period.of man's life

y * Mr=Loec. b

D
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L)
whan all around seems tunnix.g on onl)' for him

The Baron C&vleg, with his codhtry at peace, and its

princes” ang gobles all anxions for the progress of

* gscietes and tie welfare and ingtruction of the peo-

ple, was pl:wedﬁ.s the ®ader of these great depart-
ments, enjoying the confidence of his sovereign, and
econscious, from his own integrity, thut he deserved it.
He was zealously following his favourite departments
in science, surrounded with'all which every quarter
of the world could produce, and seeing the informa-
tion which voyages of discovery brought from every
country. His salogns were crowded with the learned
of Eurgpe, who came to receive his knowledge, and
o leavp thc.informntim\' they had gallfered in return,
He was pappy in that part of his family which had

*  been spared tg, him ; and Bghinéss of heart, and con-

scigus right, ‘were the companions of his deepest
studies.  Bu? in onespart of hi® enjoyments he had
yet tg rm-eive,a'l:il'ler blow, which marked his fu-
ture years ; it chastened, ag it were, the bappiness
which had every where gacompanied him, and thréew
a deeper calm over hig remaining life. He bad
sufferggl severely by berpagements. of his family.
Magame Cuvier brought him four children: two of

$ these diglan chrly youth y the third, a boy of pro-

. ..
mise, wis taken from &im sbont thy age of thirteen,
during his jourtiey to €tome, and when the son could
almost begin o entgr into the pursuits of his father ;
the fourth, M. Clementane Couvier, rich in attain-
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“ments, and all tllaz:her parents could desire, had
veached her twenty-second year, thé ®state of wo-
man; but she also was taken aw ay

. ® -

In her first age *s%pring, *
Whilst ycz her leafo was greeme, and fresh heg rinde—
and the parent was left childless.  The most insi-
dious of*seasts had, in youth, given ong or two,
alarms, but for » few years no appearance had re-
turned; and it was fondly hoped, that, wish her age,
<he would guther strength.  Some exposure, some
“ glight cold,” had renovated the lurking seeds.
They appeared in a rupid consugiption, and termi-

nated fatally in five or six weeks.

The grief of “the pavents afier dns melanc}loly
event, wis deep indeed ; but the high prineiples
which were early instilled mto Cuvier Ly kis excelleny
mother, afforded him a sure resource, and enal.ﬂcd
him to give that confolation to ethers which hie l\m:w
it was his duty to administer; and jhe lmporum
offices by which be wassurrounded, with the Know-
ledge that he lived not for himseli aloae, allowed
him to regain a quiet resigngtion.  While his saloons
remained for a nmo clospds he returndl to kis stuilies
almost with increased energy ; and the umcluswn\nf
the sume year saw himeearnestly Enynred in his
great and long-projected work on Ichthyology.

In this new undertuking, Cavier sssociated him=
self with M. Valenciennes, a well known naturalist ;
being conscious that even his own greatindustry and
perseverance could mot accomplish all the df“‘i"",

. L3

~
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It gommences wnh 2 llmoncnl.accoum of the p
gress of Ieh#hfology from the earliest ages to m
date of thg commencement of the work, which is
itsel an enmple of much curons research. The
selence, @ its progrcsa is divided into three great
eras ; the first commencmg with Arnistotle.  Before

Jthat period, all observers were partial jethfit great

master observed for himself, and most of the writers, '
to the middle of the ai;teenth century, made use of
and copied his information.  Rondeleting, Belon, and
Salvianus, commence the second era, also obiservers
themselves, who cprrected and extended the works
of their predecessors, and'gnw them a positive foun-
dation, by descriptions and figurcs, of tvell-determined
spcéim. “The third era is placed at the end of the A
seventeenth century, avhen W illoughby " and Ray +
am-mptcd the first subacﬁ\'hmn of species, and which
Arfedi and Isinnieus,completed pin the widdle of the
eifhteenth century,’ by the establishment of genera
founded upon well known,species. The anatomy
and classifigation follow ’ﬂ)e history, and occupy the
whole of the first volugpe ; the second commences
with the detailed descriptiog of sporws every great
g’nup or family is preceded by a (Icu’rlpllon of the
4hamcterw and® distributiop, and every species that
is Lnown, or previously mentioned, is%separate ly de-
seribed or commentad upon. Lach volume is ac-
companied with a fasciculus of beautiful plates, shew-
ing the mmt'remnrk nble{orm; while a folio number
uml.nm; the designs devoted to the anatomy. Nine
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¥ volumes are now pyblished ; the lafter ones under
the superintendence of M. Valenciennes, and, when
completed, it will serve as o bc:mliﬁxlomod.d, by
which the other branches of natuge might be flus-
trated “. * ; e

The mudias.of Cuvier now, proceeded in their
wonted rottine. The second edition of the * Rignee
Animal” was superintended; in the entomological
part, he was again sssisted by the now venerable
Latreille, and the labours of additional years are
added. Two volumes of the Ichthyology appeer
ye:ﬁ'ly: discovery succeeded discovery, and varions
menioirs and eloges were read in the scademy. In

1880, a course of lectures was resumed at the Lol- ,

lege de France ; and he gave a view of the history
and progress of science in®ajl ages, a subfect of great
extent and variety, and requiring a knowledge which
the study of many ;‘cnl'! could” only attain ; the ju-
terest they excited was best testified &y the nume-
rous attendance. In the same year, he became
anxious again to see Englend, and to trade the march
which science had there made since his- last visit;
his important offiges ine the State were, Howaver, a
serious hinderance to this indulgunc(;Y and the ordi-
nances which Charles X2 was then passimg, were
looked upon Dy die people 8 so véx:liom and un-
.

* Capious notes arc added to the Histerical Chapter,
£iVing & short notice of the hjography andeworks of Ich-
thyologists, with tables of the systems which each sup-
ported, X 5

~
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justy that almost double emplgyment was given t&iY
d

the ministry, to enable them to maintain order, an
prevent o]'n:ouu;'lgc. His l::ave of absence was,
thefore, severa) times delayed ; but the general
tranquillity in Paris appeared so perfect, that it was
at last given, and hispassports .ﬁigned.. So much wag
ethe foresight of the statesman this time af fault, that
the firing commenced jn the capital befors he had
heen five hours absent.  Near Boulogne,” he and
his friends were overtaken by those that fled from a
scene of terror; and in the deepest anxicty they
reached Caluix.  Fo return would have been i pos-
sible, yith passports dated nearly tyo months back,
and signed by the discarded sovercign, and their firse
communiations brought them, at one and the same
time, “ theYeiails of theg®volution, and of the festo-
ratign to peace.” The same communications bronghe
hixg assurances of [N.-fﬁ'('l lrunqu:llil.y in Paris, and of
the safety of Madame Cuvier; he determined therefore
to continue his journey, andtgain saw the collections
and institutons of Londoa® His anxiety for the affairs
of his own country, however, prevented a long visit ;
and ha returned again to *Paris, lgving been only a
fottnight in England ; “and, to the happiness of those
around kim, M. Cuvier fund himself, even®under
the government of the Citizen King in'possossion of
all his honours; his dignities, and his important func-
tions *." » ’
Even new honours awfited him; for, by the order

o Memoir of Baron Cuvier, by Mrs Lee, p. 47,

"
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Y of Louis-Philippe, he, was created a peer of France ;

but they did not diminish the imemi.t_v of his la-
bours, and two volumes of his grpat wowk on €om-
parative Anatomy are said to have béen now Pre-
pared for the press.  On the' Sth of May 1832, he
again npened‘ the College of. France, and gave his
third cours upc’m the history of the Natural.Sciences.e
His concluding lecture in this course impressed
every ofie who heard him. It was a farewell to his
pupils—it was the last which he was spared to de-
liver as a public teacher. * He displayed,” says his
, eloquent eulogist,” “a calmness tnd justness of per-
ception, combingd with a depth and seriousgess of
thought, which led his suditors to think of ehat
book which speaks of the creation of all mankind.
This was the result of hif ddeas rather fhan his ex-
pressions ; for every thing, in the free exposigion
which he made, breathed the fieling of the vmnipo-
tence of a supreme cause, and of an infinite wisdon.
He seemed, as it were, by the examination of the vi-
sible world, to be led to‘the precinets of that which’
is invisible, and the examination of the creature
evoked the Creatqr. At “last these words fell from
him, in which it is easy to see a presentiment :—
“ Soch, gentlemen, will Ho the objects of ear inves-
tigation, if timep my own stfength, and the state of
my health, permit me to continue and finish them.”
The closing scene of M. Cuvier's |ifé‘b us & public

* Baron Pasquioer, quoted f:om Jameson's Philesophical
Journal for July {533, P 174 v .

.
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teather, appeags to me to be igfpressed with pecuﬁv

beauty. Who could fail to be deeply affected at the
last *geceres of sg pure an intelligence, disengaged
from the vanities and vexations of systems? Who
could refhain cold and Insensible before the last look
thrown on creation, by him who had revealed so
o many of its mysteries #*  After this lectdre, the first

symptoms of disease appeared ; he felt a slight pain-

and numbness in his right arm, and his throat be-
came affected. Two days after; both his arms were
seized, and the power of swallowing was lost. He

nevertheless retaindd all his faculties, and the power,_

of spepch ; e arranged his worldly affairs, by com-
« plesing his will, and sent for M. Royer® to make a
note of the sums he had spent from his private funds,
in various Sutlays upon gh collections in the gardén,
These were attested by four witnesses, being him-
self too much paralyzed to signthe deeds,  He was

= Royer Beld o situation in the Administration of the
Jardin des Plantes. He was a man of great worth, and
possessad an'excollent dispasition, and students or visitants
to the Garden will have toglament his decease. Whena
boy, he spent some ¥ears in Britain, and became master of
tle Exiglish lunguage, which he aftervards recollected and
spobe 0 perfectly, as almost to escape detection, Many
letters ofjntroduction were enrried to him from Scotland,
and po one left him withgat fecling obliged by his atten-
tion T and upon pur UW"II.ﬁl’!l visit to Paris, we earried one
from Mr Neill of Edinburgh, and the attention and kind.

4

ness which we received will always be gratefully remem-

bered. , . g
M. Rover published an excellont account of the progres
wk Wjstory of the Jardin des Plantes.

B
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Y perfectly calm mul.wnlgnml. much more 50 ',han
those around him, ind. he pennutc«f his intimate’ ®
friends to be with him to the very last., “ It. was
thus,” writes Baron Pasquier; * tfna.t Iﬁvm a Wimess *
of his dying moments. Fout hours before his death,

I was in that memorable cabinet where the happiest
hours of kis life had been apt‘nl, and where I had,
* seen him surrounded with so .much hogage, enjoying
his well-merited success ; he caused himself to be
carried thither, and wished that his last breath should
be drawn there. His countenance was in a state of
perfect repose, and never did his,noble head appear
to me more beantiful, or worthy of admiration ; no

' A alteration of a*foo sensible or painful kind I.xad. yet |

saken place, only a little weakness and difficuity in
supporting himself beinge (.)bwrvnblc.-‘ ol held the
hand which he had extended to me, while he said,
in & voice scarcely #rticulate; * You s what a dif-
ference there is between the vian of, Tuesday and
the man of Sunday.” JFrom this time the paralysis

of the nerves of volition Fapidly spreads and no re-  *
sources of his physicians gcould stay its progress.
Fever cmummwd the Jimgs became tooemuch af-
fected rightly to pcrform their functions, and he ex-
pired gradually, apparendy without pum gud with- &
out a struggle, | .

So closed the noble career ef this great paturalist,
deeply regretted by his relatives and mearer friends
for his private virtues, and-leaving Eufope deprived
of one of her brightest ornaments, It will be di.ﬁicull.
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indeed to find one ﬁued 10 llO]da with equal mndotxY

“and abilityy e’ various offices %o which he had be
nppmnwd.. He had asked to be buried without ce-

* remuny, bt fis was one of tlre few requests which

France denied to him® she could not allow one of
guch renown to pass away unnoticed, and without re-
L ceiving ll]e last homage of his admirer.  His remains
wera laid in ghe- cemetery of Pére la Chaise; and
the faneral procession was followed.by deputations
from the Council of State, preceded by the Keeper
of the Seals; from the Academies of Sciences, of
Inscriptions, of Medicine, of France ; by Members of
the two Chgmbers, the Ecole Polymlnnquc, &e.
His, remains were alternately borne® by pupils from
the labagatory of the Jardin des Plantes, from the
Schools d'¥rfgrt, of Lgwy and Medicine, and first
takgn to the Protestant Church in the Rue des Bil-
lettes.  The® pall was ‘supportéd by M. Pasquier,
I’rc-qh-nl of the Chamber of Peers, M. Devany,
Councillor of State, M. Arago, Secretary of the
Academy of Natural Sgiences, and M. Villemuin,
Vice:President of the Boyal Council of Publie Iu-
structions  Monuments atl 20 be ecected to his me-
wiory in the Garden of Plants, and at Montbeliard,

v oand Lows-l’lubpge has ordered marble busts hy the

most celebrated sculpsors, to be placed in the Insti-
aute and Gallery of Anatomy.

We have now finished a very rapid skotch of the
pringipal events in the sxtive life of Baron Cuvier,
and l'mvc noticed his greatest warks, from which we

-
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Y may form some estipte of lis charagter,  In all his

investigations of nature, he was asstrict observer of
facts,—he perseveringly wrongzht ill ha hed obgained
them,—never drew his conclusions,till*he had done
this,—and he never let slip ah opportunitys even the
most trifling, of acquiring koowledge. 1t is to this
rigid scarch aftér truth, that we way attrbute thee
comparatively few errors whigh occur in his volumi-
nous writings, which at his death amounted to 212
published papers, memeirs, and scparate works. He
never allowed himeelf to be carried away by the
power of his imagination, or bystheories. OF the
latter he remarked, I have sought ang have set up
tome myself, but I bave not made them known. be-
cause I have ascertained that they were false, as are
all those which have been fuplished upntothis day,”*
a sweeping dismissal to our modern systems gud
system-makers, ¢ I affirm stilkmore,” e continges,
*for I say that, in the present state of science, it ix
impossible to discover @y, and that'is why I con-
tinue to observe, and whyeI openly prockim my ob-
servations.” "

Iu his political apd admibistrative duties,"thg same
course was pursued ; facts and the truth were acguir-
ed, and the subject was mupartially Dandle for the
best interests of=the commmity, Aithough pften
obliged 10 yield to the impetudsity of the multitude,
he was an enemy. to hasty changes male in compli-
ance with the spirit of the times. Gf\-e," says le,

¢ Mrs Leo, p. 2963,
VOL. L . D
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# gehools before political nglm; make citizens cord |
prehend what the state of society imposes on them ;
seacly thenrwhat are politieal rights before you offer
them for their enjoyment ; then all ameliorations will
be made”without cansmg a shock; then each new
idea, thrown upon good ground, will have time to ger-
minate, te grow, and to ripen, without corfvulsing the
social body."*  Though he had so much intercourse
with royalty, and held high official situations, he
would not sabserviently bow or hold a degrading
office, even at the expense of royal favour. Witness
the part he took i the discussion regarding the Pro-
testant Cours of France, his argumenu against the
admission of the Jesuits to any sway in the univer-
sity, and his refusal of the Censorship of the press”
after he bad-been in selility appointed, and which
was taken highly amiss at court.

In private, he was kind, affable, and aﬁ'ecuonat_e.
entered into conversation, and was always ready to
communicate his information, even upon the slightest
topics.  To strangers and’young people he was parti-
enlarly attentive, and tes those engaged in scient’t:
pursuits, he would point out the way, and shew wher
the-best information was to be found ; by his pup ts
he was deloved, and as a %teacher, he was most, avxi-
ous for their improvement,  Strictly dévoted w urder
and regularity, withott which he conld not have ge-
complished the manifold duties of his appointments,
1 disliked much to see tise want of these propesties in

* Mrs Lee p. 246, 247.

A
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others, and his quick perceptions, on, spme oceasions
betrayed him into hasty expressions, but which were
no soouer uttered, than they were cegrettg! and
checked. In the allotment of his time during the
day, he was also regular, and’ he did not, oh ordinary
occasions, suffer himself to be disturbed in those hours
which weis set’aside for study. He generally rose®
about seven o'clock, when, in his dissecting dress, he
directed or assisted in the completions of the yvarious
preparations of Natural History, before they were
placed in the proper departments of the galleries.
At breakfast he read the papers or some new perio-
dical, or looked over xome of the elementary books
for the schools of public instruction, and saw svme
of his most intimate friends: he then dressed, and
set about the performance®of his public duties.  Af-
ter dinner, he would occasionally spend an houe in
conversation before Tetiring to hjs studies,* and did

not again return to the drawing-room #ill late ja the .

evening, when his great relaxation was in hearing
Mudame Cuvier or his davghter-in-law® read from
80..2 favourite author ; ane many of the literary
works of the day were in this way perused andmade
familiar to him, $ o il

Thgre is another accomplishment nearly indispen-
sable ¢~ a natfiralist, which w® have almost omitted
to notice—he was an expert Uraftsman. Early in

.,
* When in England, he was annoyed ut #ie long time

spent after dinner, and often spoke of it a8 & great loss of
time.

-
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life he made it his study, as ther one of the only mes®

thods in his power, to transfer the rarities in other
collectjons w0 his agvn, and he became both an expert

artist himself, and a judge of the higher branches of

the art. Many of the plates for his works are drawn

by himself, and a Jarge collection of designs has been

left, principally intended to illustrate bis great work

on Comparative Anatomy. During his visits to Eng-

land, portions of his time were spent in taking down

the most remarkable species in our own collections, ’
and few of the exhibitions of art, which were at the
time open, were left unvisited. ;

The extersive correspoudence which he main-
tainad, would bave been too laborious an undertalk.
ing without some assistance, and Cuvier was fortu- &\ g
nate in securing that of Mt Laurillard. Instead of his
sec-etary, he became his friend and companion, and,
enjoying bis confidence, carefully guarded the trust
which was canfided to him. He accompanied him
upon his journeys, and took charge of the arrange-
ment of his papers, books; and manuscripts.

At home among the latter there was constant and
sufficient employment. The valuable library con-
tpined 19,000 volumes, * which were either pur-

.

3 \ -

* We add a note from Mrs Lee's igferesting volume, re-
garding the di‘tributicn of this library. “To the hooks
purchused by himself, were added those published at the
expense of governmeut, copies of which were always pre-
sented to him; and the nimerous gifts he received from
suthors of all countries, who were universally anxious to pay

Pas, . T TTNN— e N—— PTSIT — RgEY™ T o » ik
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Y chased from his privge purse, or cosisifted of dona-
tions from his various friends. Those received in pre-
sents amounted to a very considegable,nwmbery and

-
him this mark of respect, even if their works did not treat
of Natural History, Altogether, they amounted to more
than 19,000 golumg:s, besides pamphltes, athusses, &e. many
of which contained his own notes, It wis very desirablee
that this library should remain gntire, for the use of stu-
dents ; and such being Madame Cuvier’s wish, the legntees,
consisting of M. F. Cuvier, his son, M. Valenciennes, and
M. Laurillard, accepted the value of their portions as mere
baoks, and the government agreed to purchase the whale.
The sum wgs voted at the same time as Madame Cuvier’s
pension ; and much i it to be regretted that the vulue of
books has of late ygars 5o much diminished m Frange; how-
evor, it i% much more vexatious that no building cyu be
'found to contain this collection, where it might be consult-
ed in its entire state by the public; and it is tferefore to
be divided between the schostwof Law aml Mcdicine, the
National School, and the Jardin des Plantes, where wany
volumes will enter ns deiplicates. The apartents in which
these treasures were contained, were a continuation ofelM.
Cuvicr's own dwelling, and had been origiomlly used for the
forage of the menngerie. » On this being removed to ‘lhe
building called the Rotondey, Baron Cuvier asked pormis-
sion of the Board of Administration of the Garden, to take
these granarios into his own Punds, snd convert them, &t
his own expense, igto awute of rooms. Thi cgst him
£1640, which gave him a right to ank for o dwelling for his
family after his death—u right which wis graciously con-
firmesl by his present Misjesly. In these roomsthe great
savant ciarried on Ies vast Jabou®s and meditations, _work-
ing in each nccording to the subject on which he was em-
ployed. They nade his house appear large ; but in reality
the habitable part of it was wuc:;l"ofsuﬁ'qcnt extent for
his comfaort, when it Is conside®ed howmnny‘ﬁllm he was

there obliged by his situation to entertain,™
-
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there were fey svriters in his owmn country, especials
ly in connection with science, who did not almost
considgr it as'a duty to present him with a copy of
their works. His library was arranged in different
rooms, according to the subjects, and in each of these
he wrote by turns, Jeaving his work when more im-
perious duties required, and again returning and re-
suming the subject at the place where he had left off.
His house opened into bis libraries, and into the gal-
leries of Comparative Anatomy, which were indeed
made by himself out of some older adjoining buildings,
and in this way, without exposure, he could see and
consult any ebject or series of preparations, which
might illustrate the subject with which he bappened
to be engaged.

Thus have-we seensBaron Cuvier possessed of
all the qualifications requisite for a great naturalist,—
many of those which are required by a statesman,
while he was also rich in the virtues which adorn the
life of & good man. The dnion of the whole have
left sufficient to constitute a lasting memorial of his
great name. * -

* Binco the preceding sketeh of eho life of Baron Cu.
vier was put into the hands of the printer, we have reces.
ved, through the attention of Profissor Jumeson, Mon, G.
L. Duvérnoy™s historieal review of his works and life, and
as it contains some notices which may ho interesting to those
who are unacquuinted with the carcer of this naturalist,
we have added a portion of them in a sitpplomentary note,

M. Duovernuy knew the parents of Cavier, and CORSC
quently himself at o very early age, and, during his active
Life, continued with him in habits of intimacy and friend.

\
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o Ship. His first ncquaigtance was when. Cuvier was only six
or soven yenrs of age: a® this time he wnwsaiid to have been
a boy of more than ordinary endowmersts, and to have pos-
gessed ® steadiness and application beyong hjs vears. M.
Duvernoy and his friends, whom hé often visited, swere o
astonished when he read aloud jind rétited verses with as
much precision as a youth of twenty ; and they*were much
struck at the clearness and beauty of his writing, his skill
as o draftseean, and the facility with which be cut out of
paper or card models und representations of any Thing which®
interested him. -

Cuvicer received his first instructions in tho art of draw-
x ing from his cousin M. Werner, an architest in the town of

DMontbeliard, and grandfather tg the zoological painter to

whom France is indebted for many of the designs for her

beautifiul works upon natural history.ennd pnr@lqgﬂally that

of Frederic Cuvier upon the Mammalia. As we have be-

fore mentioned,§m prosecuted this acconfplishment with

A ,¥he greatest success. Some of his earliest attempts wese co- o

pies from the plates of Buffon, which he colourggl from the

deseriptions 3 and when thatgauthor did not agcompany his

deseription with a figere, our ¥ung naturhlist would make

a coloured drawing, according to his intcr‘:tmdon o it
in a manner perfectly®unique.

Many of the plates for his works vere engraved fronfhis
own drawings: and for some of the illustrftions to his pa- »
pers in the Annales du Museum upon Fossil Osteology,
which became 20 numerous as to encroach sriously upon
his private funds, he not only gnade the drawings, but also
engruved them. These werg afterwards pnbli:hcd in the
Jast edition of the Quem®ns Fossiles, and are chiefly con-
tained in the third volume, A

In tho Academie Caroling where we ve seen that Cu- &
vier %us placel at an carly age, the course of struction
was what was term®\ © générals ou spéciale.” The Lranch
¢ spécinle™ contained several difisions, fnd among them
that of Finance, to which he entered. The Science of Fi-
nange, sccording to the arran ementts of the Academy, was
composed of the following sections, which will give some
ides of the variety of subjects which were 1o be s.tudu:d

|

-
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during the three years or cnrriculuxé allotted
que

. tothe epecigl- o
departments i3, Lo Droit natuvelie; 2 La Botaniqu

2. La Géographie relative nu Commerce: 4, La Géom
pratique : 5, Le Desscin des Plantes ; 6, L'Economie théore.
tique ¢k pratiquo: 7,°La Science des Enux ot Foréts: 8, La
Zoologie: 0. La Mirérnlogic: 10, La Chimio: 11, LaScience
dede Police: 12, Celle des Mines: 13, L'Hydraulique: 14.
La Numismatique: 15. L'Architecture civile: 16, La Tech.
nologic: 17, La Science du Commerce d*Rint: 88, Le Droit
‘des Finandes: 19. Le Style des Comptes: 20. La Scienece
des Pinances; et, 91, La Rratique do Chancellerie.”

The section dovoted to natural history was closed in the
Ve

cofeaor, Raeatling and was not again filled up till
ddeparture.  In this part of Lis reyview M. Duver-
noy fs"anious to traze the impression which the study of
the ditfercht branches had made upon the early mind of
Cuvier; bat hd was unable t6 nccomplinh this, though e
thinks that his predilection for nataral history was ¢on.
firmed by Jis frequent study of Buffon 3 while some bones of-
Mammalia, vhich had alreadi heen discovored in the vici.
nity of Canstadf, directed 'Kis attention to the debris of a
formpr world. )

Entoniology and botany were favburite branclies in the
cariy stadioxof Cavier! The former he continued with suc-
coss, id may he 2oen in the different papors whieh he wrote:
but botany, as bearing lTess in it4 details upan zaology, was
comparatively Inid aside.  Novertheless, during his acade-
mic carcer, he made considerable progress, and we have the
testimony of M. Kerner, professor of the section, for his
proficicuey in that science. T4 the prefice to his Florn
of the vicinity of Stutgard, he says, % That he fecls Justi-
fied in expressitg publicly bis warmest thanks to 3. Lo
Chievalier Marschall and M. Cuvies, who hayp disting@ished
themselves among the pupils of the Avademie Caroline by
their knowledge of botiny, and by having discovered, du-
ring the printipg of this flora, many species of plants, of
whose existenge in the rim:uy the author was not aware,
and, among others a new species of Pofentilla, and the
Avena sesquitertin of Linnaus.”

otrie

‘year which Cuvier entered the Academy, by the deatli Y

<
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& We mentionod in obr sketeh, tha® Cuvier, whilst at
Y Montbelinrd, formed a fgciety of his young companions, to
. discuss various subjects in literature andxemu. Among
hia fellow-co-operators in this association were men who
have rigsen to eminence in the departiwents %h%h the® fol-
lowed; and, nmong others, M. Dovernoy,mentions M. Mar-
schaull de Bieberstein (the comp®nion of his botenical re-
scarches mentioned by Professor Kerner), known by his
botanieal wn‘ks, and now Minister of State to the Duke of
Nassaw ; M. Autenrieth, Chancellor of the University of e
Tubingen, and eelebrated for his works on physiologys M.
Pfaff, Counsellor of State to the Ring of Denmark, Profes.
sor in the University of Kiel; M. Jager, physician to the
King of Wurtemberg ; and M. Hartman, & physician, known
in entomology, for whose correctidn and advice Cuvier sub-
mitted many of his earlier papers in this department.

Cuvier kept n regular journal, in whith he entered what-
ever occurred that was worthy of notice, and often gecom.

A;:mied his doserip®fon with a drawing. This he called_his
Diarum, s Dierum Zoologicum primum is dated Stut-
gard, 15th October 1786, The great clearness anf® facility
with which be gained the kno®igdge of anyeuect, will bo
illustrnted by an aneedote which occurred during his resi-
dence at Stutgard.  The Professor of Technelogy took i
pupils to see a pin manufactory, and, xpon returning frem
the examination of this estublishment, Cuvigr represeated,
by cotrect dingrams, cveryghing which he had seen, and
all the details of the manufacture of this articlg.

We have seen that Cuvier, By the solicitation of the na-
turalists of the capital, was at Wmst induced to visit Parig,
and in a very short while afles his arrival, he veeified the
prediction of M. Geofroy, who in liis lctters often \um:-d
him to leave his situntion in Normandy. ‘5 Venez & Paris
jouer parmi pous le role d'un®utre Linné, d'un gutre le-
gislateur de 1'hiftoirgnaturelle,” ofle wasvory soon looked
up to by the most Jearned ; but his aglent pugsuit of sciénce
scrionsly alarmed his friends for hie health. At this time,
says M. Duvernoy, it was entirely derangod® he was pale
and thin, complained of a pain e his chest, of o dry cough,
and shewed all the incipient symptoms of consumption.

- °
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Contrary, howerer, 10 all expectation, herallied complete] )
and the excitepgnt of his various aftidies, with tho exortf Y
of lecturing, instead of incrensing the dangerous Symptoms,
strengthencd his chest and lungs, and his voice beenme firm

and [cud. Heb enjoyed this good health wntil hs final i1l

ness, -

Cuvier was rather bela¥ the middle statare. His tem.
per, says Duvernoy, “ was ganguine, nervous, lively, and
passionate:” and, wHen a resolution wgs onge taken, he

* pursued it with ardour, His skin was very fair, his hair
red until the age of thirty: about this period, which nearly
agrees with the time when his lungs became strengthened,
and his gencral health was improved, it by degroes assumed
a darker or more chestnat shade, At the age of forty.five
hie began to getstout, but he anjoyed excellent health; and

- Bt the age of sixty, fie searcely appeared to have passed his
fifticth year. 1Ilis sight continued excellent, and when

The body of Cuvier was opened and examined by M. Ba. ).
rard the elder, in presence of ML Orﬁlu.-Dnmeril, DuSS
puyttm,ﬁllud. Biot, \'nlensionna, Laurillard, Roussean,
&nd Andral the nephew, and » report of the examination  *
ag beon published in the Medical Gazette of France,
crhaps ths mast remarkable fature in the dissection
wis the largo size of the brain, * Semmoring, says M.
Beragd, ¢ comiputes the weight of the human brain to be
from two to threp pounds. I arrived at the same result by
taking two hrains from the Hospital St Antoine.  The ope,
o woman aged thirty, weighed, with its membran s,
21b. 1 oz. 2 drachms: the®other, from 5 man, aged forty,

21b. 1204, 63 drs. The bralin of Cuyier raised 3ih, 100z,

the man above mentiontd, adiffererge of 13 drachim only

was found in filvour of that of M. Cuvier; honco jt followed

that the excess of weight in his benin was distributad “L'

4 mogg-excluaizclytoil‘o cerchral Inbes, whicl have heen ge.

nerally considered as the ¢aicf seut of the intellectnal fo.

culties,.”
f
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NATURAL HISTORY OF THE FELINA&.

Tue Felina are the most powerful and ferocious

of all predatory apimals, and appear to kold the same
A_awalogous place among quadrupeds, which the Fal-
l n cons, Eagles, and birds of prey do among the feathered
©«  races. They have affordéd.scope for thé talent of
poets and orators, when portraying the characters

of the brave, the strong, the magnanimous, or the

cruel, and have been successfully employed by the
sculptor and painter, as‘accessories in some of their

¢ finest conceptions. Few of the ancient courts, particu-
larly thosein the east, wantedun establishment of these

animals, and they were ed out as fitting attendants

upon royalty on occasions of great Pomp and state,

| They were used also for thé more degrading office of
destroying criminals; and, in more barbarous realms,

their skins and heads often constituted a eonspicu-

j ous portion of the war-dress, while a string of their
' teeth was an acceptable prefent from a chief of the
i desert to his young bride, esteemed from their sup-
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posed power of preservation, gnd perhaps equally
symbolieal of his power, to preserve or punish. Y

Tb‘e knqwlgdge.of the ancients regarding these

animals was tonfined to a few of the more powerful
species exhibited to themold world, and which became
celebrated by the parts they were made to take in

» the triumphs and games. y e

: These were sometimes sent as presents from the

conquered nations ; but, in general, animals were

collected from the shores of Afvica and India in such

numbers and variety, that we are at a loss to con-

ceive how they were overcome, or afterwards trans- ¥

ported to thg utmost limits of the Roman empire.

s
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All that with potent teeth command the plain, A
AlR that run horrid with erected mane 3 :
Or, ptoug of stately I¥rns or bristling hair,

At onee the forests ornament or fear;

T'orn fgom their deserts by the Roman power,

»  Nor strength can save, nor craggy den secure—

is the account given of their varicty by CLAUDIAN.
L

»

Those delonging to the tribe we are now about
. to describe were chieflylions, and the larger spotted
: African *and Asiatic eats, which then went under
different appellations of varii, pardi, panthere, &c.

¢+ Lynxes, were'occasionally exibited, but tigers only
once or twice, At ohe triumphs, thy were either

led in procedsion, st trophies from the vanquished

i nation, or, in a fgw instances having been tamed,
they were made to draw-the chariot of the conqueror,
symbolical of his prowess. But the most frequent

> »
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THE FELIN 3. . 6!

Y exhiibition of all kinds of animals was in the public
amphitheatral shows, an amusement which became &
complete passion with the Romans. linthense'sums
were lavished in their arrangement ¢ even the armies,
when stationary for a short })eriml, must have their
circns ; and traces of these erections are to be found
in the most distant pargs of the Romaft empire.
Training men to these sports became a profussion,
and persons of rank were emulous to engage in them,

because they were thought to keep up the martial

* spirit of the nation,

The number of fierce animals® collegted at these
shows was immense, and the slaughtef no Jess so .

A Cornelius Scipio Nasica introduced sixty-threo libns,
Scylla exhibited 100, whigh he received in 8 present
from Boschus, King of Mawvitania, with some Mau-
ritanians to fight them.  Pompey, at the opening of
his theatre, exhibited = variety of games and batdes
with wild beasts, in which 500 lions were slain in

five days; and in anofher exhibition, tvlm tengedy

S consisted in  the massatre of 100 lions, and an

equal number of lionesses,” 200 leopards, and 300

bears.” In the ertravagant theatre bnile by*Scau-

rus, 500 panthers were let loose in the arena. © .,
At a later period, duridg the zenith of this Mogul

. Empire, the number of the animals apd birds which

was kept around the sovereigns was alrmost ineredi-

L)

T -
* Butropius (confirmed by sqme ofher histerinns) tells us
that 5040 wild beasts of all kinds were slanghtered at the
dedication of the amphitheatre of Titus.
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ble. They corsisted principally of elephants, camels,
hunting tigers, and hawks, Of the former, many
thousands were always at command, and were em-
ployed in the wors, or in assisting to drive the more
ferocious"and cunning dnimals into inclosures, where
they could be taken. Beasts of prei' were taken in
 this way,and were kept in royal parks, to be hunted
at leisure, or to be matched against each other at
public fights. The others were used in hunting,
and were equally numerous, with a proportionate
number of attendants. :
As among the Romans, the nobles and youth
here were also anxious to display,their prowess in
- the engagements with wild beasts: but they were
brought.in contact in a different manner, and in-
stead of méetiag them ir, the hampered amphitheatre,
they were encountered in the ficld, after being driven
by, a retinue of followers within a comparatively con-
fined space. « We cannot resist inserting a descrip-
tion of one of these imperfal hunts, in which the
army of Genghis Kban was engaged: it shews the
scale upon which such éxpeditions were carried on ;
and the immense sladghtc? of animal life will in
some measure account for the reduction of the num-
bers, and restriction of sotiie species from many parts
of northern and weslern Asia, nd the European
boundary, where they formerly abounded.
“ Genghis' Khare being at Zermid in the midst of
winter, a season that prevented him from prosecut-
ing the war, ordered a great hunt, to keep his sol-
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Y diers in action. Tonshi Khan, the Emperor's eldest
son, master huntsman of the empire, being absent,
the Emperor commanded the Nevian, His lieutehant,
to prepare the chase, and directed wifat circumference
of ground they must encompass. The officers of the
army were to follow at the head of their troops, ac-
cording to the preseribed Jaws concerning ‘hunting.
The officers having led their%oldiers to the rendez-
vous, they ranged them round the space which was
encompassed. in the manver of a thick hedge ; some-
times doubling the ranks about the circle which the
huntsman Lad appointed. They heglected not to
remind the troops, that it was as much 4s their lives

AWem worth to let the beasts escape out of the ring,
which was an immense number of leagues jn circum-
ference, and enclosed a great number. 6f groves and
woods, with all the apimals that lived inthem, The
centre of this great enclosure, whereto all the beasis
must retire, was a plin marked out by the luhts-
man, 3 £

“ The officers of the chase immediately dispatch-
ed couriers to the lieuwnnnt;gencmls for thy orders
given for marching © the Nevian himself went to re-
ceive them from the Grand Khan, and ave them' to*
the coariers, who convcyedc them to the huniing of-
ficers ; having well observed vi:]Iere the Emperor's
quarters were, and in which direction he would ad-
vance.  On the courjers’ arrival, the orders were
communicated to the captains. The kettle-drums,
trumpets, and homns sounded the general mauch,
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which begar vyerywhere at the same time, and u\
the same order. The soldiers marched very close '
togeiher, ang always towards the centre, driving he-
fore them the beasts. Their officers were hehind,
obscrrmo them. All were armed, as if on a wartial
expedition, with helmets of iron, corslets of leather,
bucklers of wicker, scimitars, bows, quivers full of”
arroiws, files, hatchets, clubs, cords, packing-needles
and threads. It was forbidden to kill or wound any
animal, whatever violence the beast offered. They
were to shout and frighten the game from passing
the inclosure ; for the Emperor so ordained. Thus
they marched every day, driving the beasts before
them. All that is practised in war, was pnnclua!jv}
observed ; sentinels relieved, watchwords given.
Thus, for some weeks,-they marched without inter-
ruption ; byt o river, not everywhere fordable, ciused
& bale: the beasts were driven into it, and swam
across ; the soldiers passed over upon round pieces
of hide, bound togcthcr, several being seated upon
one of these bundles of leather, each of which was
tied to a horse's tail 5 the horse drew it across the
river, following a perscm that syam before. Now,
sthe circle lessening, aml the beasts finding them-
selves pressed, some rant to the mountains, ome to
the yalleys, some to the forests and thickets; whence
scenting the hunters, they fled elsewhere.  They re-
treated to ]mles and bumm's but spades, mattocks,
and ferrets, brought them out.
“ The beasts now began to mix, some became
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farious, and toiled tige soldiers grcatlx' to keep them
in the cirele, and to drive them from mountains and
precipices; but not an animal escaped etheir vigi-
lance. oA =

“ Couriers went from diffgrent quarters <o advise
the Grand Khan of what was passing, and to give
bim news of the princes who shared the diversion
and confusion of the chase. Y The Emperor kept a
strict eye on the conduct of the troops. The wild
beasts being now hard pressed, the strong leaped
on the weakest, and tore thém in pieces ; but their
fury did not last long. s

¢ The timbrels, drums, and other instruments, were
now played uperl’; which, with the shouts and cries
of the soldiers, so frightened these wild animals, that
they lost all their fierceness. The lignseand tigers
grew geutle ; bears and wild boars, like the most
timid creatures, seemed cast down and ‘amazed.

“ The trumpets being sounded, the Grand Khun
entered the circle first, holding in one hand his
naked sword, and in the gther his bow x his quiver
was across his shoulder.  Fe was attended by some
of his sons, and all bis geners] officers.  He hjmself
began the slaughter, striking the fiercest beasts,
some of which became fugious, and dndeavpured to
defend their lives, At last the Emperor retreated
to an eminence, seated himself: upon # throne pre-
pared for him.  From thence he observed the strength
and agility of his children,.and all the officers who

attacked the savage animals. Whatever danger they
VOL. 11, ¥ y
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£
ran, yet no one avoided it or gave back, but rather -
shewed more dagerness, well knowing that thc Grand'
Khan, by this, would judge of their merit.”

By many o¢ the Indian sovereigns, beasts of prey
were kept. to be huntedaor being tamed, were placed
near the throne upon occasions of pomp. They were
also muchmon, s frequently employed a% thebxecution-
ers of criminals, or:persons who had displeased their
despotic masters. The King of Pegu “ kept a park
for lions, tigers, and other fierce beasts, called Li-
paro; and it is a sad add daily sight to see criminals
devoured by them.” We have often seen models of
these executions, of the natural size ; they gencrally
represented a man overthrown by a Yiger, and had

pipes within, which uttered a moaning sound, and by

the turning. of a handle, imitated the groans of the
dymg wretch.  These instruments are said to be
kept by natides of rank,—most Intellectual toys.
But in other parts of these countries, particularly
Hindostan, instead of being.used to rguse the mar-
tial spirit of the youth, the beasts of prey occupy
a prominent part in the religious rites. In the
dark mythology of the Hindops, many of them are
held as sacred, or as evil spirits which can be pro-
pitiated by fooll. Tt is tharefore a crime to destroy
a tiger, and the teeth und claws are wdrn as charms
against their ravages. Similar ideas prevail in a
great part of the Egst Indian Arcblpelngo, and pre-
cautions are scarcely eve: taken againsta wild beast.
In Sumatra. “ when a tiger enters a village, the
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foolish people frequently prepare rice and fruits, and
placing them at the entrance, conceive’that, by giving
him this hospitable reception, be will be pleased with
their attention, and pass on without doing ¢hem
harm. * r’ " .

Bringing the history of our_knowledge of these
wild aninfals to a still later period, we find them in
Britain, in attendance upon the courts of our own
kings. Henry the Firat had, at his manor at Wood-
stock, a royal menagerie, where he kept lions and
leopards, lynxes, poreupines, and several other un-
common beasts. From Woodstpck, these animals
were transferred to the Tower, and formed the foun-
dation of that®Establishment. But in all these im-

“mense collections, we have only seen them as ac-

cessaries of eastern mngné_ﬁcenoe, gr delighting a
barbarous people by their still more barbarous con-
tests.' It is true, certainly, that one of the greatest
original works { derived a great part of its accuricy
and value from the numbers of animals which Alex-
ander remitted during the progress of his conquests,
and the Natural History of ,Pliny was partly supplied
from the Roman shows ; but these are only instances
of great men making use of the advantages which
these collections afforded. 3

& ;
* Memoirs of Sir Stamford Raifles, p. 314, They do the
same on the appronch of the small!pox, and thus endeavour
to fuy the evil spirit by kind and hospitable treatment.
+ Aristotle, s v

—
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The first establishment of the kind which was

used practically, and for the study of their natures,
was a meragerie founded at Versailles, by Louis
X1V, and which served for the schools of Buffon
and Daubenton ; and fllowing this, the fine col-
jection in the Garden of Plants at Parig, formed
a source from which all Europe drew- their re-
searches. In Britain, during this period, the collec-
tions of wild animals were confined to those of one or
two individuals, who made them sources of profit;
and for many years that belonging to Mr Cross, in
Exeter Change, was well known as almost the only
place where a study could be obtained. TLater years,
however, and an increasing knowleoge of the utility

of Natural History, has raised up noble collections.

The Towewhas been renovated ; London, Liverpool,
and Dublin, have now their zoological gardens, and
Eugland can fo longer be tauntec that she was unable
to equal the menageries of the Continent. The yari-
ous zoological gardens which are established and esta-
blishing throughout the country, are now the schools
of Natural History; and the wild beasts of the forests,
and fowls of the air, irstead. of being destroyed in
savage and unnatural conflicts, are studied, to learn
the wonders of their strusture, and to discover the
uses for which an all bountiful Creator-has intended
them. ' .

Having thas attempted to trace one department
of the history of these aaimals from the older ages
to the present time, we shall describe the habits and

\
\
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Y structures which particularly charsetprise and dis-
tinguish them from other groups.

The Cats, or those animals keowir, t§ natwralists
under the designation of Feles, hold a very prominent
station among the creatufes which support them-
selyes almost entirely upon animal food. In the ar-
rangement of Linnweus, they stand among the Feram
by Iliger they are placed ir his order Falculata ; by
the Baron Cuvier among his Carnassiers; and by
the two latter naturalists they are considered typical
of subordinate groups, named by the first Sangui-
naria, and by the last Carnivores; names which indi-
cate the principal trait in their characiers.

A In geographical distribution, the Feline hsve a -
very estensive range, but. the most powerful and
dangerous are almost confiread to the viarmer tllmatca
Different species arg, however, found iy every paet of
the world, with the exception of New Holland and
the islands in the South Pacific Ocean; and though
the hot jungles of India and Africa, and the wooded
plains of South Americd, contain the greater num-
bers, & few extend to coudiries of almost arctic cold,
and one or two ¢ thé most formidable, reach, in li-
mited numbers, far beyond the boupdary of a tem-
perate climpte. Nomixhstaudmg that 1he species
are spread over the greater part of the old and new
world, none have yet been "discovered, which are
common to both, In many instances s prototypes are
found, and the place of the panther and leopard is
flled in South America by the jaguar. The acelots
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of the same couitry are represenfed in India and her \(

islands, by the numerous small spotted and clonded
cats, which 8o ynuck abound in them ; while in Africa
the Cape cat and its allies enter into the same part
of the eco‘nomy of nature; the lynxes, though of
a different form, find reprc%entaurcs to each other in
more varied distriets. A few species agqm, are more
limited in the space which they occupy. The tiger
is exclusively Asiatic ; the Ounce® belongs to Persin,
and to the Alpine ranges only ; and the Felis macro-
eolis appears yet confined to the Indian Archipe-
lago.t

The antural abodes of these animels, with a few

‘exceptions, may be siid to be the boundless forests,

The scorching heat of the climates which lhc)’ chicfly
inhabit, renders' a very inpervions covering neces-
sary during the day, and this, in its greatest need, is
best: supplied among the umbrageous palms, and
luxuricnt foliage of the tropics. By Mr Burchell
the lion is saul principally to frequent the open
plains, but in this sitnatios he was almost always
disturbed during the daf} from a patch of short
brash, ur from among the long' and veedy vegetation,
whick, in the ahsence of other cover, often fringes
" the margins of the springs’ and rivers of these«de-
serts.  When dlsmrbc(f he generally betook him-
self to the mountams, where a temporary shelter
* See descripiion of that apimal.

+ Felis nebulosa, Griffi, from Clinn, has not boon satis-
factorily identified with F. macrocelis,
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and retirement might be fonnd among the rocky cliffs.
Change of country sometimes varies the habit of
the same animal. The Cougar is ofeer seen-in the
plains of South America, and so openlv as to allow
the exercise of the lasso ; But in the northern parts,
it is much more confined tor the thick swampy
woods. Almott all the smaller species wkhich extend”
to a northern climate, are feund in rocky situations,
purticularly if they are interspersed with trees; and
the animals can penetrate _among the rents and
openings, which protect them better from the cold,
and afford a safe retreat for themselves or their
young. Some will also vary their akode in search
of food, and ‘accommodate themselves to circam- -
stances. =

All seek a living prey, which they seize by differ-
ent methods, as we shall presently notice ; and where-
ever the various kinds of game, as it is caled,
abounds, there will be found their dzstructivs ene-
mies, following their rnigrations, hemming in their
rear and flanks, and supplying their own wants by
the destruction of another*race of bemgs, and thus,
in the ravages of the Geast Of prey, we may perceive
a necessary cheek to regulate the Ignlance between
the.herbivorous animals®and the fruits of <he earth,
which, without it, might hefome too scanty for their
sustenance,

The food of animals deperling always on their
own exertions, they must be endowed with peculiar
senses and structures to secare & supply,. while




‘
»

72 NATURAL HISTORY OF
7

st same time they are furnished with organs which®

nssist in their self-preservation. We find some,
therefpre, eapplied with wings for flight, by which
they can purshe a prey which have similar powers of
locomotion ; others, aghin, are swift of foot, and
'wbere this power is granted in a less t}cg!‘cg; its P‘:‘w
is supplied by a sense of smelling the ‘most exquisite,
which leads them to their victim, when every other
power would be unavailing. The Felinge are endow-
ed with none of these means, but their dispositions
are cunning and watchful, and they possess a delicate
hearing and piercing sight ; and, in combination with
these faculties, their strong formg and powerful
weapons of offence, render them terrible foes to the

~animal kingdom. The combination of their struc- "

ture is expressed in thelr countenance, and has
gained for them the appellation of ferocious, cruel,
malignant, and bloodthirsty ; and an old poet tells
Ug—, >
* Caedem oculis, cedem et vulti eredem of ore minantur.™
In huntibg their prey, the endowments we have
mentioned are employed with great address, Morn-
ing and Evening are tlie times when it is chiefly
sought, and it is either crept upon by stca]lﬂ or lain
in wait for.  Near to the passes in the thick forests,
the edges of the jungie, the banks of the springs
and rivers, where thé beasts daily seek for water,
are situations' favourable for the exercise of their
perfidious ambuscade ; When the prey approaches,
the animal gathers his strength for the spring, and

X
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%y a succession of Jegps, or by one immense bound,

seldom fails in reaching the object. Ut if the crea-
ture bas to be approached, the assailant becomes
flattened, as it were, and, crouching, adrances swift-
ly but imperceptibly ; the ;elvet)-feehug pads of
the toes touch the ground swithout noise ; the eyes,
gleaming on thg prey, see no obstruction, but the
slightest hinderanceis told by the sensitive whiskers,
The measured distance is gnlnetl and the muscles of
the animal are braced for the fatal spring ; a roar or
yell thrills through the vietim,-and overpowers its fa-
culties ; an instinctive terror renders sti’ength or swift-
ness of foot equally unavailing, and it is borne off

N felled and unresiSting to some neighbouring thlcket,

where it can be devoured in quiet.

Some species follow their prey into the trees, as
the leopard and jaguar, and’seize the monkeys and
targer birds, after they have gone to <est for \he
mght. Sometimes, says Humboldt, the cry of tiie
jaguar comes from the tops of the trees, followed by
the long and sharp whistling of the monkeys, which
appear to flee from the dgnger which threatened
them *; and this manner of hunting is also pursued
by most of the smaller cats, which vary the size of
their prey, ucordmg to their streng\\h to seize it:
The cougar, ngmn, is said to lie in wait upon a
branch, or projecting rock overhanging the path, and
to drop upon the passing animals ; the fangs and claws

* Pers. Nar.—See varioty of prey which is Jought by the
jagunr in the deseription of that animal.
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are fixed into the neck and head, and the animal ﬂge.-
until terror und exhaustion render it an easy prey to.
its pcnev;rmg assailant.

Where civilization has commenced, and around en-
campments of large travelling parties, the attack of the
feline animals is made more openly, numbers are at-
tracted by the lmpc of plunder, and a st.aggler from
the main body is sure to be seized. Sometimes the
flocks which have been put up for the night are open-
ly attacked in the folds, and the enclosures into which
the Guacha drives his wild horse, at the conclusion of
his ride, is often entered by the jaguar, and much de-
struction effected. In the darkness of the night, cattle
and tlocks bave an instinctive knowledge of the ap. /

pmnch of these dire enemies. The beautiful coursera.

knows ‘that his speed will be unavailing, his limbs
shuke, and His glossy skin becomes frothed with a
waite swea.  The herds proclaim, by their huddled
forms and low bellowings, that the savage is nigh,
and a roar of disappointment or exaltation often
throws every thing into confusion ; bands are broken,
and the animals, in o paroxysm of terror, rush in all
directions, breaking dawn dm enclosures, which were
their only safety. Now is aLso ‘the time of attack,
and it u sel:.om made in, vain; in the mommg the
settler or traveller has to lament the loss of some of
his best horses or oven, Among all the feline ani-
mals, the voice & g powerful instrument in over-
powering the feelings of their prey ; the sound of it
has something harsh, and grating, and terrible, and

N
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croduces a sensation ¢f awe, which no.animal is able
to withstand. The roaring of the lion impresses
even man himself with a feeling whick ka carnot
control. * The lion hath roared ; who will not fear?”
and when it becomes instinctively known as (he pre-
lude to a sure destruction, it is dreadful indeed.

‘The instincts fhich induce these animals to ap-
proach their prey by stealth or a careful watehful-
ness, we noticed were accompanied with powerful
weapons of offence : let us now see how their
structure is arranged, s0 a5 to act in unison with
them. The most striking feature in the form of the
cats, is the immense power of the neck, shoulders,
i fore limbs, anil the great muscular activity which
the whole body exhibits. They are—

- -
“ Lithe muscular, huge-boned. e limbed Jor leaping ;"

and these qualities age often joined with a degree
of slender elegance, and grace of motion, which
one would almost consider impossible in their huge
frames. ‘The principal organs, in employment for
these great wants, ore the jaws and teeth, the limbs
and claws, and upon these organs we find dicplayed
the greates proportion of beautiful mechanism, The
system of dentition is remarkably simple, but from
ity simplicity it derives its efficacy. The canine
teeth are of extreme power and strength, and the
side teeth, which amount to only four in the upper,
and three in the nnder jaw, instead of ascaming the
most common tuberculated form, are shaped like



P

76 x’/vrun,u. HISTORY OF

wedges, angl being comparatively thin, require little
power to be exerted to cut into anysubstance. The

siructure of the joint of the jaw assists this pros™ -

perty ; itsis so construced as to be incapable of a
lateral motion, and the whole strength of the muscles
is thus exerted in a perpendicular or cutting direction.
The strength of the muscles employed in this action
is prodigious, and some idea may be formed of it by in-
specting *the markings ugon the accompanying cut of
the skull of the jaguar, and the great spaces which
are allowed for their action. In addition to these
implements for tearing and cutting their food, may
be noticed thé surface of the tongue, which is covered
with numerous horn:r papille, having the points di-
rected backwards, rnd whose effect may be observed,
when a lion or any large animal of the tribe is licking
a bone, wiich is too powerful for his strong jaws
to break. It is suited more for laceration, and

Y e S— e
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to retain the food within the moath, than for anor-*
gan of taste; Gnd the gustatory nerves are compara-
tively small, and distributed prmmpnll) to the mus-
cles®*, In the different species, these,pnpnllm have
not 2 similar arrangement, some are in staight rows,

* Desmouling. .
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and others in alternate lines.  Most peoplesigay
familiar witi‘?llm sensation produced when the co@éﬁ
mon cat.licks the hand ; by the lion more marked
traces woulll be left.

The fore-limbs exhibit a still more beautiful ar-
rangement for strength and seizure. * The muscles
of the fore-arm-of the lion,” writes® Sir Charles Bell,
“ bear a strong resemblance and shape to those of
the same part in man. The flexors, extensors, pro-
nators, and supinators, are, in the brute, exactly in
the same place, and bear all the relations which the
student of anatpmy is taught to observe with so
much interpst in the human arm %" Hence the
power to iuflict a blow at the monfent of their fatal

bound, which either kills or completely stuns thew™

victim. “The stroke from a Bengal tiger has been
known to fracture a man's skull. The feet having
five toes oii the fore extremity} and four only on the
bind, complete the work. They are armed with
most powerful, hooked, sharp, and hard claws, ad-
mirably fitted for tearing, and no less admirably
protected by a peculiar mechanism, from being
broken ‘or blunted, orotherwise injured in the ordi-
nary motions or walking of their possessors.

The, accoripanying figure illustrates this mecha-
pism in the foot of the lion ; and we fre indebted to
Professor Truill forra description of the parts, and
the use of & clever, sketeh by Mosses, taken from a

* Sir Charles Bell. THe Hand, Bridgewater Treatises,
p. 120,



-

®
THE FELIN.E.

79

Yﬁmlr of about two yeurs and & half gld; which was
| dissected by Dr Traill. :

« The position of the phn.la::
claw in a state of retractiop.

g;;el'

epresents the
claw is sup-
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ported on the Jast phalanx, which is of a very M'Y

culiar form. Its two portions are united to each
other at ne nr)y right angles. The base of the claw
is received into a groove in the body of the bone, to
prevent ‘its being. pusked backwards inthe violent
action of the paws, The two parts of thc bone form
a speciea of hook or crotchet. Thé supenor end of
this phalanx, in this state of repose, is placed almost
vertically ; while the other extremity lies nearly pa-
rallel to the second. The articulation is at the upper
end of the vertical portion, and the flexor tendons,
passing over the wpper part of the bone, are strongly
fixed to the.other portion. The agtion of the flexor
profundus canses the whole bone fo move throngh

90° round the end of the second phalanx. The lase™

phalanx 14 kept in its sétracted state by the tenden
- which passes from the extensor tendon up to the
hase of the third phalanx ; and’also by 4 and ¢, elas-
tie,Jigaments which proceed by double heads from
the tendinous expansion @t the top of the second
phalanx, “and form bands on each side, which are
united at the palmar buse of the elaw. From the
twisted form of the ¢econd phalanx, the third does
not move over its end in the same place, but on re-
tracticn fallsa little on #s outer side. s

“d. is the etrong*round tendon of the flexor pro-
fundus, which passés over the superior extremity of
the last p]mlanx te ¢, as over a pulley, giving prodi-
gious power to the actioh of that muscle. This tendon
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does not arise, asdn man, directly, from the belly of
the muscle, but from a flar irregular cartilaginous
body, 27 inches long, and 1} byoad, asachegd to the
lower end of the muscle, and slidipg Between tife an-
nular ligament, and a very thick fascia covering the
bottom of the fore-paw ; from this substunce five very
strong tehdons proceed to the fingers, whigh perforats
the tendons of the sublimus nearly as in other animals.

“ They are strongly strapped down, as scen in the
figure.”

In addition to these wedpons, we also perceive,
when examining an animal of ghis tribe, that the
neck and muscles of the fore quarter are particu-
larly powerful? When some prey has been Killed,
a large deer or bullock, it will require ng ordimary
strengih to tear it open, ©f to drag gndearry it to a
secure retreat ; and there seems good authority for
believing, that the Strength of these plirts in the Jion
will enable him to carry off an ox or beifer wighap-
parent ense.® In other species, they are of a power
as great in comparison to their size ; and the preyis
always dragged off ; neven; except perhaps in a case
of great hunger, devovred where it is seizvd.,

When we consider, then, these arrangements for
destruction, and the fierae and murflerous, instincts
with which the feline animals are endowed, we may
be at a loss to comprebend whet place they hold in the
plans and economy of nature ; but in Yooking a little
farther, we will perceive that the racds of herbivo-

* Sec instances in description of Plates 1, 11, 1L
VOL. 11, ¥
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rous animals, without a natural 2heck, would soon
hecome too numerous for the substances which have
Leen allotted for their nourishment, and, by creating
" famine, would be the cause of their own destruction.
Instances of such a sweep upon the vegetation of a
country, have in reality occurred. A recent travel -
‘er in South Africa, thus writes of the’ mwmnons of
the Trek-boken or Migratory Springboks * :—* It
is scarcely possible for a person passing over some
of the extensive tracts of the interior, and admiring
that elegant antelope, the Springbok, thinly scatter-
ed over the plains, and bounding in playful inno-
cence, to figurs to himself that thes ornaments of
the desert can often become as destructive as the lo-
custs themselves. The incredible number which
sometimes pour in from t"¢ north, during protracted
dronghts, distress the farmer mconcewnbly. Any
attempt at numerical computation would be vain ;
and by trying-to come near the truth, the writer
would subject himself, in the ayes of those who have
no knowledge of the countey, to a suspicion that he
was availing himself of a*traveller's assumed privi-
Jege ; vet'it is we kndwn il the interior, that, on
the anproach of the Trek-boken, the grazier makes
up his mind to look for pasturage for his flocks 2lse-
where, and considers hl‘mself entirely dispossessed of

® The same writer cemputes the number of Springboks
in the Karroo Plains, seen within a compass of fifty miles.
ta be at least 100,000,
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his lands, until héwy rains fall. Ewery attempt to
suve the eultivated fields, if they be not enclosed by
high and thick hedges, proves abortive. *Heaps ofdry |
manure (the fuel of the Snecuwbengen and other parts)
are placed close to each éther round the fields, and
set on fire in the evening, sosas to cause a dense
smoke, %y which it is hoped the antelapes will b
deterred from their inroads ; but the dawn of day
exposes the inefficiency of the precaution, by shew-
ing the lands, which appeared proud of their pro-
mising verdure the evening before, covered with
thousands, and reaped level with the ground.”

In their useg also to man, this baltncing of crea-
tion, as it were, is the most important. The more di-
rect benefits will be comprehended in the €ommerce
which is maintained withtkeir skins, avhith alike fornr
comfortable protections from cold and the inclemen-
cies of the weather, and are beautiful and ornamen-
tal articles of dress. Immense numbers of various
skins are imported by"the Chinese, where they are
worn as emblems of rank.  Still grester numbers
are introduced into RusSis, where they are worn
in winter as real necessaries’; and in the morestempe-
vate districts of Europe and Britain, perhaps the con-
sumption during the sanfe season is little mferior as
ornamental dresses, 3

The classification of these animals appears to have
been unsatisfactory to most neturalists, and so far
artificial that it separates” allied species from each
other, and in one or two instances brings opposite

.
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forms together. Temminck divides*them into two sec="

tions, those of the Old, and those of the New World ;

] while, by CuVier, they are arranged according to the
presex'ace or want ofspots, and by the distribution and
form of these upon the skiti ; the Jatter arrangement
has been followed in most of the later systems, and
Will be foutd more extended in Desnlarest’s Mam-
malogie, where there are seven subdivisions, in which
the form of the ears is also included.

The Linnman genus Felis, to which we have in
the present volume applied the family name of Fe-
linw, is a group containing nearly fifty species, of
which all the characters, though very,closely assimi-
Jutedy® at the same time exhibit a variety of subor-
dinate forfus, which diverge from the typical genus,
and show an allinnce withs the other sub-families of
the Carnivora. | The Prince of Musignano, in his fa-
mily Felina, admits Proteles, Hyana, and Priono-
don. ~In restricting it, #8 we at present do, to the
Linnaan Felis, we may be wrdng, from being unable
to examine many of the aberrant forms of what we
consider Felinze, and also those of the other families ;
hat nome of the above mentiofied genera, we would
say, can rank hege, while they appear to bave beau-

" tifa) and sppropriate stations elsewhere. >
The Linnwan genus’Felis has also, by different
naturalists, been subdivided ; the title Felis being
retpined for T'lgcr, Seopard, &c., which seem to

’
* La genre des Chats, est I'un des plos rigoureusement
doterijnés da Regne Animal.—Cuv. Oss. Fess.
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display the characfers of the famil jn the greatest
perfection.. Dr Leach formed a genus from the
Lion, Leo, which will perbapse now Pontaia three

species, as some naturalists axe of opinion that

the African and Asiatic Eions are distifict, and we
learn from the reports of the <Zoological Society of
London, that the long sought for maneless Lio®
has been discovered. Ms Gray bas also made a
genus from the lynxes, Lynchus; and M. Wagler,
to the Felis jubata, gives the name of Cynailurus.
Another form seems yet uncharacterized in the Pu-
ma, Jagourandi, &e., which have a flattened head
and peculiar physiognomy, comparatively short lezs,
and the tail more furry or brushlike than the others.
There thus seem to be five very distinct forme, but
whether those which we kave now mentioned would
typically represent them, we cannot with degision
assert. It may be remarked, that both the Lynghus
of Gray, and Felis, as we have placed it, wou'd con-

_tain subordinate sectidns, which might rank as sub-
L

genera,

We have experienced® considerable difficulty in
procuring specimensy or good copies, fiomawhence
to make the drawings for the accompanying ilusgs-
tioes. A few have been®taken from the liehographic
plates of Frederic Cuvier's® Histoire Naturelle des
Mammiferes, and the Atas of Ruppel, and those
from other works are mentiomad in fhe details ; we
have also two beautiful drawings by Mr Lear of
London, taken from animals in the Surry Zoglogicil

-
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Gardens ; but grawings for the grtater number of thew

plates have been made from specimens in the Edin-
. burgl_l Musefins for,the examination of which every
facility was afforded by Professor Jameson. These
drawings whre all executed by Mr Stewart, whose as-
sistance in this deparskment we were fortunate in ob-
®aining about the commencement of the work, and
whose talents in the delipeation of animals will sup-
ply @ want which has been long sought after by the
Naturalists of the Scottish Metropolis.
We shall now commence the detailed history of
the animals of this group, with the description of
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0 .Fdi: Lea—AvcToRhuat,
PLATE I. 11, & TIL.* MA:.:—.-III. FEMALE A¥D Yovuc..

Leo, Aiws, of the ancients.—Felis Leo of modern Nautural.
{sts,—Type of the Genus Leo, Dr Leach.
L

Tr we measure the station of the animals belong-
ing to this group by their size and prowess, the
Lion will undoubtedly hold the first: and by all its
describers it has been allowed that place,, Nume-
rous figures of this fornfidable cat havesbeen given
in the various illustrated works on natural history,
and, although theytonvey to us a cerfiin knowl:?.age
of the form and appearance of the animal, they fall
far short of our idea of the Lion roaming free and
uncontrolled in his own deserts. Theelimited size
of the accompanying illustrations is against any im-
provement in this department ; but we have gelected
for our copies the plates of Mareschall, Frederic Cu-
vies, and Edwards, which we consider gmwral‘y cha-

o

ractenistic.

4 The figures in this volume are drawn withont regard
to the proportional size of the spleies, b’u& the dimensions
of each are given in the descriptions. A proportional scale
would have reduced the lesser animals to & very small size.

L

L
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The Lion at present is an inhabitant of the greatey
part of Afrida” and the warmer districts of India,
In the days of antiquity, the mnge seems to have
Leep Mmuch more extended, and reached to the Eu-
ropean boundary. Lions were even found in the
mountzins of northern Greece ; and, according to
Herodotus, the caels which carried th® baggage
of the army of Xerxes were attacked by them in the
country of the Pwoniang, one of the races of Mace-
doniz.  In Africa, they may now be said to be ex-
tirpated from the line of cost, and nearly mark the
boundary of civilization; while Mr Bennet remarks,
that “In the sandy deserts of Arabia, and in some of

the willler districts of Persia, and in the vast jungles |
of Rindostan, be still maintains & precarious footing}- =

but from the classic soil of Greece, as well ax from
the whole of Asin Minor, both of which were onee
exy sed to hir ravages, ho has been utterly dislodged
ane extirpated.”

In both Africa and Tndia, he seems confined to
the plains, rather than the wooded and alpine coun-
try; and the forest can scareely be called the natural
abode of the lion, especially when we contrast his ho-
bits with some others of the Felinm, which are found
orly ia those of *he thickest and most impervions de-
scription, and which prowl and display almost as much
activity among the branches of the trees as upon the
ground.  Burchel remarks, * Nor is the title of
** King of the Forest’ very applicable to an aninal
which, by myself at least, was never met but on the

e
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yains; and certainly never in any of the forests
where I have been.” In India. whd® the charac-
ter of the Jower country iy more that of a thick
jungle than of an open pl:un, b8 lin% wore agiple
shade; but in the arid plains of Africa, where the
cover mostly fringes the Danks of the rivers, or
marks the spot of some spring “of ihe desert, Lie is
more frequently scen; he is satisfied with a less ©
extensive and impervious protection, and is often
disturbed from a patch of brush or rushies,  Burchel
met with a pair in such @ situation as this, which
was perhaps one of his most dangerous encounters
throughout his long and varied lmve]s, and in which
his presence of Tind brought him off nhurtt It is
thus related in his interesting African Travels :
“ The day was exceedingly plessant, and 1ot a ¢loud
was to be seen. Tor s m'\le or two, we travelled
along the banks of the river, whichein this yuat,
abounded in tall mat-rushes. The dogs seerfed
much to enjoy prowling sbout, and examining &very
bushy place, and at last inet with some ofject among
the rushes which caused them to set up a most vehe-
ment and determined barking. We explored the
spot with caution, as we suspected, from the pecn-
liar tone of their bark, that it was, evhat it proved
to bé, lions.» Having encougaged the dug’ to drive
them out, a task which they performed with great
willingness, we had @ full view of _an enormous
black-maned lion and longss. “The lutser was seen

only for & minute, a3 sha made her escape up the
.
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river, under ooncealmem of the,rushes; but the lm
came steadily forward, and stood still to look at us,
At this mgment we felt our sitnation not free from
danger, as the animal seemed preparing to spring
upon us, snd we ‘were standing on the bank, at the
distance of only a few yards from him, most of us
_ being on foot, and unarmed, wuhontamy visible pos-
“sibility of escaping. I had given up my horse to
the hunters, and was on foot myself; but there was
no time for fear, and it was useless to attempt avoid-
ing him- Poor Truy was in great alarm : she
clasped her infant to her bosom, and screamed out,
as if she thought her destruction inevitable, calling
anxionsly to these who were nearéat the animal,

Take care! Take care! In great fear for my safety,

she half insisted upon my moving farther off. I,
however, stood well upon my guard, holding my
pisiols in my Sand, with my fingar upon the trigger;
anlt those who had muskets kept themselves pre-
pared in the same manner. But at this instant the
dogs boldly flew in between us and the lion, anc
surrounding him, kept him at bay by their violent
and resolnte barking. The courage of those faith-
ful animals was most admirable : they advanced up
to the side of the huge beast, and stood making the
greatest clamour in his face, without the least ap-
pearance of fear. The lion, conséious of his strength,

remained unmoved at their noisy attempts, and kepe
his beud tarred towards us. At one woment, the
dogs perceiving his eyve thus engaged, had advanced

X
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~lose to his feet, and seemed as if they would ac-
tually seize hold of him ; but they paid dBnrly for their
imprudence, for, without dlswmpoemg the majestic
and steady attitade in which hé stoad fixed,, he
merely moved his paw, and, at the next instant, I
beheld two lying dead. In doing this, he made so
little exertlon, ghat it was scarcely pern-Pnhle by
what means they bad been killed. Of the time
which we gained by the interference of the dogs, not
a moment was lost: we fired upon him; one of the
balls went through his side, gust between the short
ribs, and the blood began 1o ﬂow, but the animal
still remained standing in the saihe pmmon We
had now no doedbt that he would spring updn us:
every gun was instantly reloaded; but happily*we
were mistaken, and were pot sorry to M-a.}um move
quietly away, though I lmd'hnped in“a few minutes
to have been enabled to take hold of kis paw with-
out danger.” .
The appearance of the lion, when unannoyed, or
in confinement, where Iw is generally yery tame,
does not convey to us that idea of ferocity which
generally associntes itself with the greater number of
the feline race. His ample front, and overhinging
brows, surrounded with a long ande shaggy nigne,
remind us of something nmge majestic tifan fero-
city; but the gleam from his eye on the slightest
motion of the bystander, the expressiop of his coun-
tenance, and erection of his miane upon provocas

tion, shew that he will not be trifled with, and are
c
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: sufficient intimations of the powers he is able to il (
| : to his assisttrfce. The general form of the Tion f

stronger m front than the proportions of bis conge- '
ners and hi% brdad chest and shouiders, aud thick
neck, point out’ the strength he possesses to scize
. and carry off a prey of even greater weight than
: himself. His common colour is of a rich brownish-
yellow, and the head and neck of the males are co-
vered with long flowing and shaggzy hair, commonly
de ominated the mane, which is wanting in the fe-
males. This mane, and the tuft at the extremity of
the tail, are peculiar to the lion only, and are pos-
sessed by none of the others in this group.

We shall first notice the lion in“its wild or natn- )
ral state, and afterwards the influence sequired over 2k
it by the ingenuity and tnition of man. In the ae-
tions of all animals, the nfluence of hunger his a
wiy powerfyl effect, and the attributes of cruelty
which have generally been given to this race, have
been called forth by their search after natural suste-
nance. In like mannerare they endowed with cun-
ning and daring ; and we accordingly find animals of
such size and bulk as the lion and tiger, endowed with
powers sufficient to overcome creatures both great
and strong. When not pressed by the severe calls of
hunger, the lion feeds chiefly at dawnsend twilight,
and is easily disturbed : he is nevertheless abroad
during the whole night, and, prowling round the
herds of wald animals, .or near the flocks of the
settlers, or caravans of travellers, watches an oppor-

R s e N L s el S o R e g YL ol N L o 4




.
THE LION. A a3

tunity, and, seizing fpon some sln_gler, carries it
to his place of repose, and devours it at leisure.
But impelled by the cravings of lyngey, evhich the
scarcity of wild animals, and the care bf the cob-
nists sometimes force him tg cmlnrc, be becomes a
very dlﬂ‘erem animal : his cunning becomes daring,
no barrier will withstand him — he rushes jvith re-
sistless fury upon the object of his attack—a bullock
is torn from the team, or a horse from the shafts—
and even man is dragged from the’wmch-ﬁres, sur-
rounded by his companions afd powerful fire-srms.

Perseverance in watching, and_in retaining his
prey when seized, are other chamcwgsucs of the

Almn. An instdnce of the laster is related in lhe

Journal of the Lunddrost Jah. Stemcberg, kept in
Iiis journey to the Vnmnqna.Houtluo..ﬂ. » We have
s aLuu it from Phillips's Resegrches in South Afriea:

¢ The waggons and®cattle had been pfit up for mé
m"hl, when, about midnight, they got into (omplcl«-
confusion. About thirty paces from the tent stood
« lion, which, on seeing us, walked very deliberately
about thirty paces farther behind a small thorn bush,
carrying something with hie which [ tools to be a
young ox. We fired more than sixty shots ar the
I»udx.. The south-cast wipd blew sttong, the “sk
was clear, anl the moon showe very lmghl, so that
we could perceive any thing at a short distance.
After the cattle hud been quieted again, and I had
looked over every thm\ [« missed theosentry fron
before the tent. We culled as loudly as possible

o
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but in vain; nobody answered, from which I og.,S'

cluded he was carried off. Three or four men then
advanced ety cautiously to the bush, which stood
right opposite the door of the tent, to see if they
could discover any thirg of the man, but returned
helter-skelter; for the lion, who was still there, rose
up, and began to roar. About a hufidred shots were
again fired at the bush, without perceiving any thing
of the lion. This induced one of the men again to
approach it with a firebrand in his band: hut as soon
as he approached the bush, the lion roared terribly,
and leaped at him, on which he threw the firebrand
at him, and the other people having fired about ten
shots at him, he returned immediately to his former
station.

 The drebrand whighihe had thrown at the Jion
Imd fallen m the midst of the bush, and, favourad
b\' the wind,'it began to burn With a great flame, so
thnt, we could see very clearly into it, and through
it. We continued our firing'into it: the night passed
away, and the day began to break, which animated
every ono to fire at the lion, because he could not
lie there, without exposing limself entirely.  Seven
men. posted at the farthest waggons, watched to
take sim at him as he came out. At last, hefare it
became quite Tight, b walked up the hill with the
man in lie mouth, when about forty shots were fired
without hm:ﬁg hir.”  He persevered in retaining
the prey amidst the fire“and shot, and amidst it all
carried it securely off. For the satisfaction of the

O e
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7¢urious, it may however be mentiondlp that he was
fullowed, and killed in the forenoon, over the
mangled remains of the unfortunate nelsuﬂe)

His strength on these occasions is immense.
There seems good authority for his being able to
drag awaya heavy ox; and a goung heifer is car-
ried off with ease. Sparrman relates an®instance
of a lion, at the Cape of Geod Hope, *“seizing a
heifer in his mouth, and though the legs dragged
upon the ground, yet he segmed to carry her off
with the same ease as a cat does a rat. He also
leaped over a broad dike with ber,=without the least
difficulty.” The emaller prey is genérally thrown

A Upon the shoulders, and carried at an ambling pace
with great apparent ease. = Thompson, a recent tra-
veller in South Africa, sawon very young lion con-
vev a horse about n mile fom the spot where be
had killed it; and relates a more extraordinary in-
stance of strength, which occurred in the Sneeaw-
berg: “ A lion having carried off a heifer of two
years' old, was followed, on the spoor or track, for
fully five hours, by a part‘v on horseback, and,
throughout the whole distance, the carcass of the
beifer was only once or twice discogered to have
touclred the ground.” 3 e

The most common and favourite prey of the lion
is the various species of deer and antelope which
whound in the plains of *Africa afid jungles of India.

‘ The webra and quagga, bullock and buffalo, are also
\ frequent victims ; but the latter is frequently. the
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vietor, both ¥nsthe public arend, and when attacked vy ] }

openly ; and, unless two lions liunt in concert, ’th‘ﬁ"

“homed ffon” proves a sufficient defence, and the

pm;.‘erfu! assailant is gored in the attack, which se- 5

vere hunger may force %iim 10 brave openly. Itis

asserted by the native African tribes, and told to

European travellers by the chiefs, that the camel-

leopard is sometimes ako attacked ; and the strength

of that animal is such, that the assailer is sometimes

carried to a distance of fifteen or twenty miles, be-

fore terror and the loss of blooll cause it to sink.

The truth of this,has often been questioned ; for our

own part, we believe in the attack. but doubt tly

ride, It has been, however, sntﬁcié'm authority for
the poct; aud, in 8 South African periodical, wes ;
find a short pem devoietl to this subject. The de- .
seription of the ride may not he without interest.

> <

s

—_— “The desert rings

With clanging sound of desperate strife s

For thie prey is strong, and strives for life: .
Plunging oft, with frantic bound, pe
"I'o shake the tyrant'lo the ground 3 .
‘I'flen bursts like wiirlwifid through the waste,

‘In hope to “scape by headlong haste:

In vain Y The spoiler on his prize

Kides proudly, tearinf us he fiies. o

l
|
i
For life—the victim’s utmost speed w
Is mustered in this hour of need § ¢
For lifo—for 1ife—his gignt might
He straing, and poucs his soul in fight ;
And, mad with terror, thirst, and pain,
Spuras with wild hoof the thund’ring plain. L j
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*Tis yain! The shirsty sands are dginking
His streaming blood—his strength is finking—
The victor's fangs are in his veins—

His flanks nre streaked with sanguine sfhins—
His panting breast in foxm and gore 4

Is bashed—he reels—his Face iso'er!

It is a commgn opinion among the South African

. . L
trihes, that the lion will prefer & human prey to any
other, will single out the driver from his cattle, and

prefer the rider to bhis horse. This has graduoally gain-

ed converts among the better informed, and in many
of the colonies it is generally received as a fact. Some-
times he will seize any prey, but anfmals are certainly
his favourite luxfiry, and none more than a horse, the
pursuit of which, among other cattle, bas given Yise
to the idea that the rider ost attracted hig dttention.
In corroboration of this, Tompson felates an inci-
dent which befel ajboor who resideddn the neizh-
bourhood of his own farm in the colonies. °
“Lucas Van Vunsen, a Vee boor, was rifling
across the open plaivs, near the Little Fish River,
one morning about daybreak ; and observing a lion
at a distance, he endegvoured to avoid hinmy by mak-
ing & wide circuit. There were thousands of Spring-
hoks scattered over the extensive flaw; but the'lion,
from the open nature of the gountry, had. Been un-
successfol in hunting. Lucas soon perceived that
lie was not disposed to let him pass without farther
parlance, and that hie was wpidfy appreaching to the
encounter; and, being without his rifle. and others
VOL. 11 G ©
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wise little incliged to any closur acquaintance, ha ™
turned off at vight angles, laid the sjambok freely to
his horse's Cank, and gallopped for life.  But it was
too iate. The horse was fagged, and bore a heayy
man on his back.  The ljon was fresh, and furions
with llunger, and came down upon him like a thunder-
bolt. In a few seconds he overtook,’and, springing
up bebind Lucas, brought horse and man in an in-
stant to the ground. Luckily the poor boor was un-
hurt ; and the lion was too eager in worrying the
horse to pay any immediate attention to the rider.
Hardly knowing how he escaped, he contrived to
suamble out of lhc fray, and renched the nearest
house in safety.”

A perysal of Park's Second Journey to the Niger £

will also afford many propis of their indifference to
the human race as their prey.  During the last part
of that unforiunate expedition, lons huog upon the
route continually ; but the asses of burden were
whint was sought after.  Two-thirds of ‘the soldiers
and followers were so ill a3 to be unable to keep up
with what was called the main body ; many of them
constantly:lying down to die, and actually perishing,
and the whole troop was so weak as to be an easy
prey to animald'of the kind.  Not an individual was
lost by them, thongh the havoc among the asses was
considerable. Onee only 2 hostile display was made,
by three lions, on Park himself, when attending up-
on his dying friend Mr Scott, and a single shot was
sufficient to drive them completely off,

)
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Hunting the lion in Africa is g.eﬂerally pursued
for the sake of destroying the animal qaly, without

any view of sport. A regular hunt, when the eoun- »

try wurns out, is a complete scrarable, and a mixture
of men of various figures and complexions ; the dogs
innumerable, and of every kind. Vaillang has given =
some ludicrous pictures of the tiger-hunt, as the leo-
pord is here termed ; but ‘we must have recourse
again to Mr Thompson's travels, from \.vhom we
have borrowed so largely imthis article, for an ac-
count of a lion-hunt, after the manner of the coun-
try, which he witnessed himself, and which will give
some idea of tffese encounters. \

“1 was then residing on my farm, or logat.io;l, at
Bavion's River, in the neighbourhood ofywhich nu-
merous herds of large game, and consequently beasts
of prey, ave abundant. One night, adion, who iiid
previously purloined a few sheep out of the kr;nl,
came down and killed py riding-horse, about a hun-

dred yards from the door of my cabin.. Knowing «

that the lion, when he dogs not carry off his prey,
usually conceals himself in the vicinity, and is more-
over very apt to be dangerous, by prowling sbout

the place in search of morg game, I resolved to'have ,

him Uestroyed or dislodged wjthout delay. “I there-
fore sent a messenger round the location, to invits
all who were willing to assist in the foray, to repair
to the place of rendezvous. as speedily as possible.
In an Lour, every man of the party (with the excep-
tion of two pluckless fellows, who were kept at fiome
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by the women) appeared ready mounted and armed,
We were also reinforced by about a dozen of the
Bastard Hottentots, who resided at that time upon
our territory, as tenants or herdsmen : an active and
enterprising, though rather an unsteady race of men.
“ The first point was to track the_lioneto his eo-
vert. This was effected by a fow of the Hottentots
on foot. Commencing from the spot where ihe
horse was killed, we followed the spoor through
grass, and gravel, and brushwood, with astonishing
case and dexterity, where an inexperienced eyo
coyld discern neither foot-print nor mark of any

kind ; until, at length, we faicly tracked him into a J

large bosch, or straggling thicket of brushwood and
avergreens, about a mile distant,

¢ The next olgjel.‘t wits to drive him out o this
ravent, in order to attack bim_in a close plalany,
with more safety and effect.  The approved mo.-e
in such cases is to torment him with dogs till he
abandons his covert, and stands at bay in the open
plain, The whole band of hunters' then macch for-
ward together, and fire deliberately one by one. I
tie does not speedily fall, but grows angry, and turns
upon his enemies, they must stand close in a circle
and turn their herse’s rear outward ; some holdine
them fast by the bridles, while the others kneel
take a steady sim at the lion as he approaches, some-
times up tor the very horses” heels, couching every
now and thea, as if to measure the distance and
stre.gth of his enemies.  This is the moment to

3
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T shoot him fairly in the forehead, or myge other mor-
tal part. If they continue to wound him ineffectusal-
ly, till he waxes furious and despesard, or if the
horses, startled by his terrific roar, grow frantic \ith
terror, and burst loose, the business becomes rather
serious, and may end in mischief, especially if all the
party are not men of courage, coolness, and experi-
ence. The Frontier boors «are, however, generally
such excellent marksmen, and withal so cool and de-
liberate, that they seldom fail to shoot him. dead as
soon as they get within a fair distance.

#In the present instance, we did not manage mat-
ters quite so scientifically. The Bastuards, after re-

A counting to us all these and other sage laws of lion-
hunting, were themselves the first to depart from
tham.  Finding that with the few indiffeftnt hounds
we had made little impression on the enemy, thgy
Aivided themselves into two or three parties, and rede
vound the iungle, firing into the spot where the «ogs
were barking round Him, but without effect. At
length, after some hours spent in thus bifating about
the bush, the Scottish blobd of some of my country-
men began to get impatient, and three of” them an-
nounced their determination to break in and.beard
*he dion in his den, provitled three of the Bastaards
{(who were superior marksmén) would support them,
and follow up their fire, should the cremy venture
12 give battle. x\ccondingly, m they went (in spite
of the wernings of some more prudent men), to with-
in fifleen or twenty paces of the spot where ﬂ*e ani-
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mal lay concemdll. He was couched among the roﬂ

of a large eyergreen, but with a small space of open
ground on ong sid® of it; and they fancied, on ap-
proachmg, that they saw him distinctly lying 5lanng
at them under the foliage® Charging the Bastaards
to stand firm, and Revel fair, should they, miss, the
® Scottish champions let fly together, and struck—not
the lion, as it afterwards proved, but a great block
of red stone, beyond which he was actually lying.
Whetherrany of the shgt grazed him is uncertain ;
but, with no other warning than a furious groﬁll,
forth he bolted frem the bush. The rascally Bas-
wards, 4n plact of pouring in their velley upon him,
instently turned and ran, helter-skelter, leaving him
to do hispleasure upon the defenceless Scots, who,
with empty gums, were tambling over each othet, in
ilair hurry to,escape th® clutch of the rampant sa-

vage. Inatwinkling he was upon them, and, with one
strolee of his paw, dashed the nearest to the ground.
The scene was terrific!  Thére stood the lion, with
lis foot upon his pmstrate foe, looking round in con-
SC101% pnde upon the lxmds of his assailants, and
with asport the most noble and imposing that can
be conceived. Jt was the most magnificent thing I
ever wit@essed, The dnn’ver of our fjends, kow-
ever, rendered it at the moment too terrible to enjoy
pither the grmld or the ludicrous part of the picture.
We expected, every nstant o see one or more of
them torn in pigces 3 not, though the rest of the party

were gstanding within fifty paces, with their guns
-
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cocked and levelledfdurst we fire forgthejr assistance.

One was lying under the lion's feet, and, the otlers
scrumbling towards us, in such a gvayas®o intercept
our aim upon him. All this passed far Hhore rapidly
than I have described it; but, luckily, the lion, after
steadily surveying us for a few seconds, seemed will-
ing to be quit bn fair terms; and, with a.fortunate
forbearance, turned calmly away, and, driving the
snarling dogs like rats from among his heels, bound-
ed over the adjoining thicket, like a cat over a foot-
stool, clearing brakes and bushes, twelve or fifteen
feet high, as readily as if they had Leen tufts of grass,
and, abnndonmg the Jungle, retreated towards the
Bounains.

‘ After ascertaining the state of our rcequ.d coms-
rade, who fortunately ba@ gustained no ether injury
than a slight scratch on the back, and & severe brmae
on the ribs, from the force with whih the amrgal
had dashed him to the ground, we renewed the chase,
with Hottentots andehounds, in full cry. In &
short time we sgain came up with the snemy, and
found him standing at bayeunder an old mimosa-tree,
by the side of a mouain-siream, which we had dis-
tinguished by the name of Douglas Water. The
dogg were ﬂa.rkmg roundbut afraid 1% npprgach him,
for be was now l;eguuung tor grow! fiercely, and to
brandish his wil in a manner that shewed he was we-
ditating mischief. The Hottegtots, by taking a cir-
cait between him and the mountain, crossed the
stream, and took a position on the top of a preci-

o
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pice overlookirg the spot whers he stood, Anotha Y

party occupied a position an the other side of the:

glen ; and, placing, the poor fellow thus between two
fires, which confused his attention, and prevented his
retreat, we kept battering at him, without truce or
mercy, till he fell, vnable again to grapple with us,
covered with wounds and glory.”

Such is the usual way of destroying, rather than
hunting this mighty beast, where a host of men and
dogs can be collecred i and without some great in-
discretion on the part of the men, these encounters
Are generally atgended with little danger.  The
uoise and worrying of the dogs, and, shouts of their
owners, distract the attention of the animal, until an
opportunjty for shots eccur, which soon terminates
the affair, ¢he Loors beivg'very expert in the use of
the rifle. -

'..Some of the hoors take & pride in shooting the
lion without assistance ; and in those remote settle-
ments this is often practised fom necessity.  These
men possess a steady coolness and presence of mind,
with a reckless intrepidity, which a knowledge of
the animsd, and reliance tipon themselves, conld ouly
inspirg. One man will set out to shoot a lion ; his
only weapons, theloug beltknife which iy constantly
worn, and his single bereelled rifle.  His life is al-
most placed upon the excellency of the lock of his
gun, and, misdog firs, or a very slight and unfore-
seen accident, places him®in a situation from which
&ll his daring sometimes cannot extricate fiim.

°
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In these excursions a knowledge of she habits of
' the animal renders the boors often successful, and the
following method is practised.  Whes, the lion Js
found and roused, he is allowed to approach, and
before making the spring or Gound, it is the practice
always to couch, and to aim, as ft were, at the ob-
ject. Now is the time when the dexterity and cool-
ness of the boors s put to the test; the animal is
within twenty yards, the rifle is slowly raised, and
deliberate aim is taken at the forebead. Thetaim is
generully corvect, and the bullet fatal ; if the reverse,
the bound is instantaneous, the situatson of the hunts-
man most perilows, but even here bis coolness.does
Allot forsake him. .

# Diederile Muller, one of the most intrepid and
successful modern Tion-hunters in South Aftica, had
been ont alone hunlmg in the wilds, whcn he cameos
suddenly upon a lion, which, instead of giving wayy
seemed disposed, from the angry atticude he assumed,
to dispute with him thé dominion of the desert.
Diederik instantly alighted, and, confident of his un-
erring aim, levelled hxx mxgﬁt roer at the forebcml
of the lion, who was couched in the act to spring,
within fifteen paces of him ; but at thg momentsthe.
huntes fired, lis liorse, whiise bridle was roand his
arm, startes] back, and caused him to miss. The
lion bounded forward, but stopped within & few
paces, confronting Diederick, wh stood defenceless,
hix gun discharged, and his Liorse running off.  The
man and the beast stood looking each other in, the
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face, for a short space. At length the lion moveq Y '
bhackward, as if to go away. Diederik began to load '
his gun, the liow looked over his shoulder, growled
and returned.  Diederik stood still. The lion again
moved cautiously off, and the boor proceeded to
“load and ram down his bullet, The lion again
looked back and growled angrily ; and this occurred
repeatedly, until the animal had got off to some die-
tance, when he took fairly to bis heels, and bounded
away."
The following relation of an encounter of anothe:
kind, will still.more forcibly exhibit the coolness
and oresenck of mind in the Sout!n African boor,

upon any trying emergency, or unexpected attack 4 ' 1;
|
/
!

from wild beasts ; while it will shew that the lion
will occasionelly seek kis prey during the day, and
near the haunts of mez, It is taken from Professor
Tichtenstein’s Travels. :
* When passing near the Riet river-gate, and
while our oxen were grazing, Van Wik, the colonist,
related t6 us the following interesting circumstance.
¢ It is now," he said, * more than two years since, in
the very place where e stand, I ventured to take
one of the most daring shots that ever was hazarded.
My wi%e was sitting witltin the house, near the door,
the children were playing about het, and I was with-
aut, near the house, busied in doing something to a
waggon, when suddenly, though it was mid-day, an
enormous lion appeared, came up and laid himselt ;
quietly down in the shade, upon the very threshold ﬁ‘

i i i — L
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rgf the door. My wi.fo either frozen®With fear, or
- aware of the danger attending any attempt to fly,

remained motionless in her placc while®the childrgn
took refuge in her lap. The cry they uttered at-
tracted my attention, and P hastened towards the
door; but my astonishment may fvell Lo conceived,
when I found the entrance to it barred in sach &
way. Although the animal had not seen me, un-
armed as I was, escape seemed impossible, yet I
glided gently, scarcely knowing what I meant’to do,
to the side of the house, up to the window of my
chamber, wheye I knew my loaded ®gun was stand-

Aing. By a most diappy chance 1 had set it into the

comer close by the window, so that I could reach'it
with my hand ; for, as you may perceive, the dpening
is too small to admit of my Baving got in; and, still
more fortunately, the door of the room was open, sc=
that I counld see the whole danger of the scene. Thé
lion was beginning 1o move, perhaps with the inté-
tion of making & spring. ° There was no lopger any
time to think ; T ealled softly to the mother not to
be alarmed : aund invoking the name of thg Lord,
fired my piece. The ball p:me«l dlrocd) over“the
hair of my béy's head, and ludgcd in ,!lm forehéad
of thedion, immediately above his eyes, whidh shot
forth, as it were, sparks of fire, :'md stretched him on
the ground, so that he never stirved more.' Indeed,
we all shuddered as we listened to fhis relation, Ne-
ver. &% he himself observed, was a more daring at-
tempt hazavded. Had he failed in his aim, motber
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«  and childreft $ere al inevitably lost if the boy had ‘|
moved, he bad been struck ; the Jeast turn in the 1
lion, and the shot had not been mortal to him. To 2
have taken an aim at him withont, was impossible ; ‘
while the shadow of anf one advancing in the bright 1
sun, would huve betrayed him; to, .consummate the

whole, the lLead of the creature was in some sort 1
{
1
;

protected by the deor*post.”

Penetrating still further to the interior, where the
rifle has not usurped the place of the arrow amd as-
sagay, we have the record of another method of de- |
stroying the liot.  For an account ofs it we are #lso |
indebted 1o Phillips’s Researches.» It has been 2o,
nerally observed that the lion is awakened with dif. A
ficaltyufter his meal, andl, when suddenly disturbed, ‘
loses all prc#*nce of nfind, and runs off in dismay.

aThe knowledge of this is takep advantage of by the
bushmen. It has been remarkel of the lion by
the bushmen,” says Plnlhpu,  that he genenlly kills
and devours his prey in the morning, at suurise or 1
at sunset. On this account, when they intend to :
kill lions, they gencq:l‘y notice where the spring- |
boks are grazing at the rising of the sun; and by
-observing at the same time if they appear frightened

and rdn off, they rourludc thut they have bBen at-

tacked by the lion. \Inrlung accurately the spot 1
where the alarm took place, about e[ewn o'clock of

the day, when thé’sun js powerfal, and the enemy

they séek iessupposed to be fast asleep, they care y
fully examine the ground, and finding him in a state ’
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of unguarded seeurity, they lodge a peisoned arrow
in his breast.  The moment the lion is thus struck,
he springs from his lair, and bounds off a% helpless
as the stricken deer. The work is done. The dr-
row of death has pierced kis heart, without even
breaking the slumbers of the loness which may
have been lying Beside bim ; and the bushman knows
where, in the course of a feww hours, or even less
time, he will find him dead, or in the agonies of
death.” e
Such is lion-hunting in Africa.  When practised
in India, it i attended with everyconcomitant of
eastern pomp mu.l show ; but as a cleversketcher ob-
L serves, “from tie zeal of English sportsmen, and she
price put upon each victim by Governmenat, the
10)11! race of the forest, limother Indian Qyunasties,
is either totally extinct, or it has bccn driven ta;_
back into the deserts.,” ¢ By crack” sportsmeng’
Captain Mundy continues, * the livn is reputed to
afford better sport than the tiger ; his attack is more
open and certain, and the country which he haunts
is less favourable for a retrefit, than the thick swampy
morasses frequented by the ‘tiger.”*  Andther In-
dian sportsman t tells us, that the lion, though, not
so swift as_the tiger, is genemlly atronger and
more courageous. Those which bave been killed in
India, instead of running away when pursued through
2 jungle, seldom think ns cower mecessary at all.
When they seo their enemies approaching, they

* Mundy's Sketches, i. .
+ Mr Bouldersosm, Heber's Journal, i 4G5
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spring out s'meet them, open-mouthed in the plnb{
like the boldest of all animals, @ mastiff dog.  They
are thus generally shot with very littlo trouble = hat /’
if they are missed or only slightly wounded, they are
truly formidable enemies.  Though not swift, they
leap with vast strength and violence, and their large
heads, immense paws, and the great weight of their
body forward, often cnables them to spring on the
head of the largest elephants, and fairly pull them to
the graund, riders and all.”

Lion-hunting is a much more casual sport in I
dia than in Afriea ; the numbers of the tiger afford a
good, sabstitate; and a description wof the pursuit of
that animal, which we have given with its lxislory,* )
will couvey an idea of the chase of the lion ; they
are attended with the szme haiv-breadih escapes, and
xciting adventure, the same mixed array of noise
and followers.  We shall only add a single anecdote
frem the above mentioned sketches. It illustrates a
sitoation in which the hunters of wild beasts may
occasionally find themselves placed.

“ A lion having chasel my heto’s elephant, and he
having wounded him, "was in the net of leaning for-
.waril in order, to fire another shot, when the front of
the howdsli suddenly gave way, and ho was plecipi-
tated over the head 'of the elephant into the very .
Jaws of the furious beast.  The Tiow, though severely |
bart, immediately seized hiw, and would, doubiless,
shortly bave put a fatal termination w the conflict,

3ad, not the elephant, urged by the mahout, stepped (
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r'ﬂ(rwnrd, though greatly alarmed, and grasping in her
trunk the top of a young tree, bent it down across
the loins of the lion, and thus foreed dle.lonure’d
animal to quit his hold! My friend’s life was thus
preserved, but his arm was broken in two places, and
he was severely clawed on the breast and shoulders.”
We have now'to examine the lion in a Btate of
confinement, or, we might almost say, of domestica-
tion, for most of those which have been exhibited,
or which are now to be seen in _Europe, have wither
been taken young, or have been bred in this coun-
try, and have got acquired those propensities which
example and necgssity render so very’ marked in
Allieir native wilds. - We have noticed in the intre-
ductory chapter, the early period at which menage-
ries were established, first” from supcrstitfon and

pride, and as attendants of power and royalty ; more o

lntely for the purposes of emolument and science s
almost none of these were reckoned complete with-
out their lion, and this affimal alone, in his district
excursions, is.sufficient to draw a crowd “and re-
venue to bis keepers. It is from repeated observa-
tion upon these, that a kiowletige of them in this si-

tuation has been gained ; but we can only refer with .

confidence to such as have Yeen exhibited within a
comparatively late period, .

The lion, when taken young, is easily tamed,
principally by mild and persuasive tsage, and appears
to possess more equality of temper thay any of the
other cats, with which an aequaintance of intimgey
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has been forfed. The more manageable he uu(h\g‘!
made, the more valuable he hecomes to his proprie.
tor, who puffs off in his bills the feats he performs,
and the liberties he will allow. Great pains is there-
fore taken in his education or training, and the ani-
mal really becomes attached, and appears to go
through’ his exhbibitions with a fort of pleasure.
Many of the keepers, perhaps, display more rashness
than prudence, particularly when strangers are ad-
mitted to a share of the performance ; and it may be
remarked that the lion only, among the more power-
ful Felinm, will-adwit visitors to a shgre of his bene-
voleace. Ifi these exhibitions the keeper generally,
coters the den or cage, and after caressing the m:i-)\
mals, vommences to shew what be dare take upsn
him, openingsthe mouth, and shewing the teeth and

. tongue, pulling out is claws, &e. Taking him

by the il is sometimes lhou,:,'h less frequently re-
surted to; and putting the bead into the animal’s
mouth is looked upon as'the greatest daring; and
for this operation it is necessary to cover the face
with a strong cotton df worsted eap to prevent the
<kin being lacerated by the rough structure of the

Ctollgue,

Neto, well known in Wombswell's Menagesie, was
of & remarkably mild disposition, and allowed his
keepers every liberty ; strangers were frequently in-
troduced into the'den, and when last in Edinburgh,
this was a nightly exhibition, the visitors riding and
sisting on his back. Nero, during the while, pre-

; 7

.



*

12
. ~
THE LION. * 113

served a look of mn.gnunimous comPdsure, and on
the entrance or exit of a new visitor, wq'uld merely
look slowly round. S0 z
But the most docile lion which has occarred to
our own observation, was®one in a travelling me-
nagerie at Ams.terdam, where, it may bg remarked,
that all the animals shewed a remarkable ‘degree of
tameness and familiarity.  The lion alluded to, af-
ter being pulled about, and made to shew his teeth,
&c, was required to exhibip; two young®men in
fancy dresses entered the spacious cage, and in the
mean time, ghe lion, apparently perfectly aware of
what he had %0 do, walked compbsedly sound.
He was now made to jump over a rope held at %if-
ferent heights ; next thropgh a hoop sn«lﬁ harrel,
and again through the same covertd with paper.
All this he did freely, compressing fimself to ge
through the narrow space, and alighting gracefel-
ly. His next feat was to repeat the leaps thrcugh
the hoop and barrel witlh the paper set on fire ; this
he evidently disliked, but with some conxing went
through each.  The animals were notv all _fed, but
the lion had not yet completed bis share in the might’s
entertainment, and was required to thw'hia forhear.
ancehy parting with his {Sod. The keeper®entered
the cage and took it n-pcawdfy from kim, no fnrllu;lr
resistafe@than ashort clutch and growl was expressed:
his countenunce had, heweyer, g:.; its serenity, and
Low long his good temper would'have cantinued, 13
VOL. 1. 1 .
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doudiful. 'We Uid not previously believe that anygf 1
)

the Feline could have been so far tampered with.
A fear or régard for the master or keeper is al-
ways manifested, and there are many instances, after
long absence, of marked: pleasure being shewn at
again meeting. In ah anecdote related by Major Ha-
milton Sinith, great deference at ledst was shewn.
* A keeper of wild beaats at New York, had pro-
vided himself, on the approach of winter, with a fur
cap. The novelty of this costume attracted the no-
tice of the lion, which, making a sudden grapple,
tore the cap off his head, as he passad the cage;
but, perceivig that the keeper was the person

whase head he had thus uncovered, he immediately o

lay dowa.” * The same animal once hearing some
noise under its<zage, [nwcd its paw through the bar,
~nd actually bauled up the keeper, wlo was clean-
itz beneath; but as soon as he had perceived that
he bad thus ill used his master; he instantly lay
down upon his back, in an attitude of complete sub-
mission.” *

The temper of the féinale seems even generally
milder than that of the male, previous to her having
vouryg ; but, says Mr Benuet, “ from the moment
she becames & mother, the native ferocity of hex dis-
position is renovated as it were with tenfold vigour,
and woe to the wretched intruder, whether man or
beast, who should” unwarily at such a time ap-
pronch ber sarctuary.” A similur vestless solicitude,

* Grifiith's Cavier, . €31,
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r but much less ﬁercznm, was exhibfted by a-lioness, -~

which had young in the Parisian Menagerie, and al-
though she allowed the keeper to*enter her den, ,and
administer to her wants, a nearer approach or inter-
ference with the cubs would bave been dangerous.
When disturbed by visitors, “she dngglnyed great
anxiety, and would carry her cubs roundl the cage™
for an hour at a time, muck agitated and apparently
wishful to conceal them. This anxiety began to di-
minish about the fifth montl, *

The breeding-places of the lion in a wild state are
generally sqlected in some deep coser; and all around
is watched with such care, that a tradsgressien of the

A prescribed boundary would speedily call forth mn at-
tack.  From two to four are produced at a Hter; they
are born with open ey es,#but contaue Tlelplens for

some weeks. During that period they gre nursed wigh
the utmost solicitude, und in some instances at leust,
the male also atwndh George, an Indian- lion,
alive in the Tower in" 1829, was attended by both
his -parents, who, on the approach of a stranger,
rushed fiercely to his defé nce. Mr Bennet thus re-
lates his capture :—* 1t was in the commencement of
the year 1823, when General Wauzop was on bervice
in Bengal, 2hat being ouf one morning on Rerseback,
armed with a double-barrelléd rifie, he was sudden-
Iy surprised by a large male lion, which hounded
out upon him from the thick jungle, at the distance
of ouly a few yards. He instantly fired, and, the

® F. Cuvier. 2 .
L u

.
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shot tukiug coliplete effect, the animal fell dead '.,;\

v

most at his feet.  No sooner was this formidable fi

thus disposed of, than a second, equally terrille,
made her appearance in the person of the lioness,
whom the General also slot at, and wounded so dar-
gerously, that she retreated into the thicket. A4
her following so immediately in the footsteps of her
mate, afforded strong grounds for suspecting that
their den could not be far distant, he determined in
pursning the adventure to the end, and traced her 1o
her retreat, where he completed the work of her de-
struction, by agein diseharging the cortents of one
of the barrels 'of his rifle, which he had reloaded for
thes purpose.  In the den were found a beauntify]
pair of cubs, male and female, supposed to be then
not more than-three daps old. These the general
hrought away, with hing; and succeeded, by the as-
sitiance of a goat, who was prevailed upon to act in
the capacity of foster-mother to the royal pair, in rear-
ng them until they attained sufficient age and strength
to enable them to bear the voyage to England.”

By great attention to cleanliness and feeding, and
the general health of the animal, the proprietors of se-
verul snenageries, both in Britain and upon the conti-
nent, have suceeeded in procuring litters from the fon-
ess in confinement * ; but at the shedding of the milk
teeth, many of the young have been lost.  For the first
months they are very“easily reared, and are remuarka-

* According to’the French naturalists, the loness gocs
106 davs with young.
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bly playful, but thelr strength soon Camfitsfthem for
playmates, and their natural dangerous [;ropensitios
become developed at an early period. " We recol-
lect two (among the first which had been bred in
this country) in 1819 orel820, belonging to Mr
Wombwell's Travelling Menagerie, which exhibited
all the playfulnéss of kittens ; but their pripensities
were early displayed in tha murder of a cardinal
grossbeak, which was deagged through the wires of
their cage and devoured, in. the absence «of Mrs
Wombweil, who had the charge of the nurslings.
Their size apd strength increasedgrapidly, and in
riotous play the ynintentional protrusion of theig claws

A produced sensations which taught that ere long they
would tear severely. .

From the above observatians and anecdof®s, which
have almost exceeded our lisnits, we may concludeg,
that the lion possesses the most certain and tractable,
and the mildest disposition among the Felinwe, and
is the most Susceptible *of recollection and attach-
ment for those who have treated it with Tkindness;
that, in general, it will no? attack man unless at-
tacked, or under the iffluenfe of extreme hunger ;
and that its most favourite prey is vn.rious anitnalg
among the Ruminantia, #nd some allfed groups.
But, notwithstanding all that®has been recorded of
its majesty, magnanimity, and gratitude, we cannot
divest it of a share of that uncemain temper, which
is @& charcteristic feature in the dispgsition of the
Cats. %
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India as the same animal, and have noticed only
their habits -and® dispositions. By naturalists, the
lions of these different countries have been described
as varieties ; the first being always of a darker shade,
and more _powerful form, than the latter. These
charactérs are mentioned by all wiiters, and appear
constant in the different countries ; and we strong-
ly suspect, that future observations will prove these
animals to be, in reality, distinct species. We now
propose to notice them separately, and shall first de-
scribe the African variety, or that which we believe
will stand as*the Leo Africanus.

«Africa exhibits the lion in all his grandenr ; and
in many an unknown desen, he reigns with undis=
puted sway ever the 1more feeble races. Here he

~appenrs moss powerfuly and of greatest size and fierce-
siess ; his disposition bold and fearless. Temminck,
in+his Monograph, places the African lion in two
varieties, that of Barbary and that of* Senegul ; but
without at all referring to those of the southern parts
of the continent.  Therd appear to be two varieties,
or perhaps three ; but they are more indiseriminate-
Jy'scattered over the country, and in the descrip-
tions of the animals of Southern Africa, two, kinds
are also mentioned, tile yellow and the brown, or, as
they are sometimes termed by the Dutch colonists,
the “ blue and the-black,” and which are analogons
with the northern varieties. In what the above
wentioned naturalist calls the Barbary lion, the hair # .

Butv g hove vet spoken of the lions of Africa ui{fvg

\/
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)‘i‘s of a deep yellowish-brown, the mine € bair
upon the breast and insides of the fore degs being
ample, thick, and shaggy ; while in thé Senegal va-  «
riety, the colour of the body is of a much paler tint ;
the mane is much less, dods not extend so far upon
the shoulders, and is almost entirely wangng upon
the breast and insides of the legs. A third variety
of the African animal seems 3lso to exist, in which
the mane is nearly quite black. Tt appears to have
been one of those which Mr Burchel encountered *.
They are reckoned by the Hottentots to be the
fiercest and nwst daring ; an opinio® which may be
Perhaps heighténed by the dark and formidabR ap-

/‘peamncc given by the shaggy covering. .

The principal charactersof the male lion, of both
continents is the presence of the shafgy mane, and
the tft at the end of the taif’; and thase marks-at®
once distinguish him from all his congeners. ThE
young males do not receive these appendages Tor
zome time, and they increase in length and ghickness p
with their age. According _to Frederick Cuvier, it
is nearly the third year Jvhen_they begin to gppear ;
and it is not before the seventh or eighth that bey
attain their full and bushy grandeur. oWhen newly*
whelpd, the dur of the lion is of a woolly or*frizled’ &
texture ; the shade of colour a little darker than at a
more advanced periad, and they are distinetly elouded
or brindled with deep brawn, and® have a line of the
same dark colour running along the *centre of the

* See p, 85
-
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back. Abouz “ihe commencement of the secoml\(’

year, thes- markings begin to disappear

The length of a full-grown, dark- coloured African
Tion, is sometimes above ﬂght feet from the muzzle
to the root of the tail ; The height, at the shoulder,
nearly fiys. These, however, we believe, are rather
extraordinary dimensions, and above the average
size. F. Cuvier gives the length of a lion from Dar-
bary, reared in confinement, as only ahout gix feet
four mches in length, exclusive of tho tail, at the age
of six years, and in height, at the shoulder, only about
two feet ninefiches. L

Tho lioness is considerably smallér than the Iion;l

and her form is much more slender and gma'ﬁll
tut the great distinction btween the sexes is the ab-

“sence of the ample mano, nnd the lengthened hair

which adorna the other parts of his body. In her
mouans, the lioness displays more agility, and, in
the exercise of the various passions, seems much
more impatuous *,

The Indian or Asiatig lion will next deserve our

" Thera is a very interating epecimen of a lion in the
Surrey Zoologieal -Gardens, of which we have a beautiful
Aravling by Mr,Lear, 1t ks an' Mrican lion, which had been
emnsculitodat o very earlysge. * This ammul s Mr
Warsick, *is generallytaken for (what it’ very much re.
sembles) an uncommonly lasge Honess, it being totally de-
void of any mone. Tt was brought from Caffraria, and the
operation wis performed when s fow weeks old. It ismuch
Inrger than either the Barbary ot Persian lion, and extrome-
1y docile, The organs of voice haveboen affectod by the
chisrgos he has never been known to rogr.”
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notice. By all zoologists it has beem doo g upon
¢ as a variety of the former; but, if praved to be dis-
tinet, it will stand in our Systems as the Leo Asia-
ticus. Temminck calls this the Lion of Persia, with-
out alluding to the animalsefrom any other part of
the Asiatic continent. It does moi, however, vary
s0 much as the African lion, in the differen®districts
which it still inbabits, The most marked distinctiou
is the very pale tint which pervades the whole
body, it approaches almost tp a fawn-colomr, and
is paler on the under parts and insides of the Jegs.
The mane is scarcely so ample ; Qut Mr Bennet
/ vremarks, it is furnished with a pecul®r appendage,

in the long hairs, which, commencing beneath she
neck, oceupy the whole of the middle lines of the
body below.” The size is also somewhat®less, and
his strength and fierceness aregenerally held in com-o
paratively less estimation. .

For the accompanying illustration (Plate 111.%) of
this animal, we sre indebted to the attention of Mr
Warwick, of the Surrey Zoological Gardens, who pro-
cured for us a characteristi® dmmng from the pencil
of Mr Lear, who is alruxdy wcll known to natumlists
by his beautiful illustrations of the Pargots. The fol;
lowirgr notegfrom Mr Whrwick acconTpamsed the
drawing, which we give in tifat gentleman's words,
as best pointing out the distinctions of the aniwals
which are now living i the above mentioned es-
tablishment.

* They were brought as a present for his Jate Ma-

VOL. 1. - 1
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back. | }.‘lbo\ft‘tbe commencement of the sewnd‘

year, theso markings begin to disappear

The length’ of a full-grawn, dark-coloured African
lion, is sometimes above eight feet from the muzzle
to the root of the ,.mil : the height, at the shoulder,
nearly fiyz These, however, we believe, are rather
extraordinary dimensions, and above the average
size. F. Cuvier gives the length of a lion from Bar-
bary, reared in confinement, as only ahout six feet
four inches in length, exclusive of the tail, at the age
of six years, and in height, at the shoulder, only about
two feet nine,jiiches. .

‘Thé lioness is considerably smaller than the lion,

and her form is much more slender and geaceful ;.

Imt the gzeat distinction between the sexes is the ah-

“sence of the ample mane, aad the lengthened hai
Which adorms the other parts of his body. In her
motions, the lioness displays more agility, ani, in
the exercise of the varioug passions, seems much
more impetnous *,

The Indian or Asiatig lion will next deserve our

" There is 4 very intersstingsepecimen of a lion in the
Surrey Zoological Gardens, of which we have n beautifiul
Araving by Mr Lear. 1t is aw Srican lion, which had boed
emasculpted at & very earlymge. * This animal," savs Mr
Warwick, *is generallptaken for (what il'rcry much re-
sembles) an uncommonly large loness, it being totally de.
void of any mane. Tt was brought from Caffraria, and the
operation was perforneed whea g fow weeks old. It is much
larger than either the Barbary or Persian lion, and extrome.
Iy docile. Thé organs of voice havobeen nifectod hy the
chnege ; he has never boen known to ropr.* d

-
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notice. By all zoologists it has beei dook i upon
! as a variety of the former; but, if proved to be dis-
tinet, it will stand in our Systems as the Leo Asio=
ticus. Temminek calls this the Lion of Persia, with-
out alluding to the animalsdfrom any other part of
the Asiatic continent. It does not, however, vary
<o much as the African lion, in the different’districts
which it still inbabits. The most marked distinction
is the very pale tint which pervades the whole
body, it approaches almost to a fawn-colour, and
is paler on the under parts and insides of the legs.
The mane ig, scarcely so ample ; hut Mr Benuet
remarks, “ it is farnished with a peculiir appendage,
x\__in the long hairs, which, commencing beneath the
neck, occupy the whole °£ the middle lines of the
body below.” The size is also somewhatless, and

his strength and fierceness arogenerally held in com-,,

paratively less estimation. .

For the accompanying illustration (Plate 11L*) of
this animal, we sre indedted to the attention of Mr
Warwick, of the Surrey Zoological Gardens, who pro-
cured for us a characteristié drawing from the pencil
of My Lear, who is already well known to naturalists
by his beantifal illustrations of the Parros. The fol;
lowing mote .from Mr Wharwick acconipanied the
drawing, which we give in that gentleman’s words,
as best pointing out the distinctions of the aninls
which are now living in the aliove mentioned es-
tablishment. .

« They were brought as & present for his Jate Ma-

VOL. 1. 1
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jest)',\';\,"prgb 9V. from Bussorah, in the ‘ Bovne, i

man-of-wer, Captain Campbell, who presented them
to_the Menigerid, then at.Exeter Change. The
Asiatic differs from the South African lion, in being
rather less in size, with the mane much more scanty,
and of & light yellow colour, tipt with grey, the
whole bolly being of a uniform fawn colour. The
bead wants the width and nobleness of countenance
so apparent in the African species. In two young
preserved specimens I have in my possession, the
fur is as light as the general colour of the puma,
without any treve of the mane, or tufwat the end of
the tal.  Tn this species, the animat falls off towards
the withers more than the African lion, the tail nog_
so delicutely tapering, ang the tuft at the end much
longer in propertion.” *

The Asiatic lioness,*Temminck observes, is of the
same pale colour with the male, but does not differ
much from those which are found in Barbary and
Senegal *. If the animals are, however, now found
to be distinct, the females will probably also bear
distinctive charactors, ;

Tiiese are the princiSal outward marks which dis-
tingdish what, bas hitherto been considered the va-
rieties of this formidable Creature : butswe have vet
to notice another anjmal, apparently closely ullied,
which has long remained known only by the records
of antiquity.  Améng the figures represented on the
hieroglyphic .aonuments of Upper Egypt, a lion is

v * Monographies, p. 86

ko2
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represented without a mane ; and it \v'is"cor‘" ,'azmmd,
that an animal with this character must have at one
time existed, or most probably did"still%exist in some
of the more unexplored districta. The first notice
of any grounds for this colijecture proving true, is
in a note to Griffith's Animal Kirngdom %. ,“ Major
Smith was lately informed by Professor Kretschmen
of Frankfort, that he was in éxpgctation of receiving
from Nubia, the skin and jaws of a new species of
cat, larger than the lion, of a.brownish colour, and
without mane.” Within these few months, skins of
a large manebss lion, from Guzzeras, have been ex-
hibited to the Committee of Science of the Zoologi-

- cal Society ; and we understand that a detailed te-

scription of them is preparing for the next patt of the
Transactions of the Zoologichl Society + ; so that we
may soon expect to see lhls point set at rest. Wes
shall anxiously look for the appearance of this vi-
fume. .

We shall now endeavour to describe the lion of
the New World, an animal much inferior in size and
strength, and of very dgﬂ‘elem habits.

® 11, p. 420, E .
+.These Transactions arc,gof up with great care. The
illustrations afe beautiful, both in drawing and execution,
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THE PUMA, OR AMERICAN LION *.
; “Felis concolor—LiNNguUs.
"
5 Puarz IV.
Felis coneolor, Linnawus, Desmarest.—Le Couguar, Buf-
Jon, plate xix.—Fred. Cuvier, Histoire Naturelle des
Mammiferes.—“Iinziars, Azaora, Apuntsmientos de los

Quadrip. &' Paragiiay, i. p. 120,—Felis cougouar ou

Pama, Felis concolor, and discolor, Temminck, Mona.

graphies, p. 136.—The Puma, or American Lion, Wil..

son's Hiustrations of Zoology, pl. i.

>

Tue True Puma, or Couguar, has a very extensive
rgnge over hoth the continents of America. To-
wards the south, it reaches Patagonia, and, in the
northern division of the New World, extends on the
one side w0 California, on the other to Pennsylvania ;
and it is probable that its northern range may ‘even
have been more extensive, before the inroads of the
numerous settlers had extirpated or driven it to seek
a more,secraded rotreat. . : 5

Cuvier tells us, thst, in this vast extent of coun-
try, he was suspicious that more than one species
existed ; but, from,the researches which these sus-
picions induced him to make, he arrived at the con-

i
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clusion, that one alone was found®*s 7'here are
some much smaller animals, of a colour and form
closely resembling the puma, which could scarcely
be confounded with it-  These we shall notice ‘un-
der the description of themext plate.

The total length of the body of the adalt puma is
from four feet to four feet and a half, that'of the tail
from two to two feet and ahalf.  The females are
somewlhat less. The fur is thick and elose, ahove
of a reddish-brown, approaching nearly to the colour
of afox on the back. It lightens  on the outsides
of the limbs and on the flanks, and upon the belly
becomes of a pale reddish-white. Thie muzzle, chin,

_ throat, and insides of the legs, are greyish-white,and

on the breast the colour hecomes more marked, and
is almost pure white. “Fhe part .from “which the
whiskers spring, and the lips and back of the ears,
are black ; the whiskers themselves white, On the
fece and flanks of the animal from: which our ropre-
sentation was taken, there were a fow indications of

stripes or brindling.  When the animal arrives at

maturity, these are lost, dhd the colour hecomes en-.

tively uniform, except where it shades info a paler

tint. .

In still younger animals *, the back is macked vs:ith
three chains of blackish-brown spots, besides scat-
tered markings on the sides, neck, and shoulders ;

*® Annales du Museum, xiv, p, 142,

<. .
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but lhc,se\t:admnimml_v disappeared. The tail is co-
vered witf.‘thick fur, of the same colour with the
upper parts, axd black at the tips; and in all the
animals of this kind which we have seen, and also in
those which have been fignred in the various works,
it was carried in the usual manner, and, upon any
excitement, was moved from side to side. The pre-
sent animal always carried it as represented in the
Plate, rolled or coiled up, and, Mr Wilson observes,
always pointed to the left side +. It looked as if it
was to be used for climbing. For this purpose it
was never employed, and an examination regarding
the cause was infortunately at the time omitted.
The puma, though very active in climbing, seems
more to frequent the grassy plains of the southern
part of Auierica,and the narshy meadow-lands bor-
dering the rivers, than the forest; and is found in a
country so open, as to be frequently taken by the
lasso, when attacking the herds.  Upon the Pampas,
this is one of the most common methods of destroy-
ingit. Captain Head {, in his “ Rough Notes," tells
us, as soon as the dogs unKennel a lion or tiger, they

* In the sketeh of an immnture puma shown to us by Dr
Traill, the spots upon the body and sides are very distinet 3
on the bagk thiy form a brokea line. R

+ Mr Macgilliveay inforras us, that he lately saw o puma
in the Zoological Garden at Dublin, with the tai always
carried in the same manner,

% Captain Head's Rough Notes'of the Pampas and Cor-
dillera, p. 1486

-

e

-




THE PUMA, OR AMERICAN LION. JA27

pursue him until he stops to defend $imse'f. » If the
dogs fly upon him, the guacho jumps offi his horse,
and while he is contending with his enemics, he
strikes him on the head with the balls, to which
an extraordinary momentem can be given. If the
dogs are at bay, and afraid to sttack their foe, the
guacho then hurls bis lasso over him, and kallopping

away, drags him along the ground, while the hounds
rush upon him, and tear him, :

In the northern districts, i)t inhabits the “Swamps
anl prairies, living chiefly upon different species of
deer, upon which it is said sometimes to drop from
a tree, which it had ascended to watch their path ;
or it makes inroads upon the hogs of the squatter, who

“has ventured to the unopened country. Other kinds

of food, however, are sougns. after, and takén without
much discrimination ; and the Royal Society of Lon-
don possesses a skin of a puma which was said to
be shot in the act of devouring & wolf. Unlike most
of the other Feline, it is not satisfied with the
seizure of a single prey; but, when meeting with a
herd of animals, will kill 25 many as it can, sucking
only a small portion of the blood from each. It is
thus extremely destructive among sheep, and hps
been known to kill fifty in one night. Active means
are, therefore, constantly in wse for its destruction,
and it is either hunted, speared, or shot.” Mo-
lina and Azara ay thyt it will.flee from men, and

« its timidity renders the pursuit genesally free from
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dangers. whess it is followed singly with the rifle \g'
but the fullowing incident will shew that these en-
counters are sometimes fatal, and that the smart of a
wound muy occasionally rouse the conrage of the most
dastardly animal. It is probable that the shot fired
by the hunter's conpanion had slightly wounded the
puma.  “Two hunters went out in’ quest of game
on the, Katskils Mountaius, in the province of New
York, each armed with a gun, and accompanicd by
his doge It was agreed between them, that they
shiould go in contrary directions round the base of
the hill, and thay if either discharged s piece, the
other should cross the hill as expuditiously as pos- |
sible, to join his companion in pursuit of the game L
shot at. Shortly after separating, one heard the
other fire. and, agreeabls to their compact, hastened
.30 his comrade.  After searching for him for some
time without effect, he found his dog dead and dread-
fully torn.  Apprised by this discovery that the ani-
mal shot at was large and ferocious, lie hecame
anxious for the fate of his friend, and assiduously
continued the search for” him ; when his eyes were
suddenly directed, by tae deep growl of a puma, 10
the hirge branch of a tree, where he saw the animal
couching o the body of ¢the man, and directing his
cyes towards him, apparently hesitating whether to
descend and make a fresh attack on the survivor, or
to relinquish its prey, and wke to flight. Conscious
that much depended on celerity, the hunter dis-
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charged his piece, and wounded the animal nortal-
ly, when it and the body of the man fellj together
from the tree. The surviving dog then fiew at the
prostrate beast ; but a single blow from his paw laid
him dead by his side. In this state of things, find-
ing that his comrade was dead, and that there was
still danger in spproaching the wounded gnimal, he
retived, and, with all haste, hrought several persons
to the spot, where the unfortunite hunter and both
the dogs were lying dead togu.her " .

in the north, they are hunted like the lion in Af-
rica, with a mingled band of squatters, dogs, and
horses. The following sketch, from’ Audubon, of a

. hunt in the more inland recesses, seems drmvn with
‘characteristic wruth. In the course of ong of his

rambles, he came to the cibin of a squattes, on the
banks of the Cold-Water Riger; and, after a hospi-
table reception, snd an evening speat”in mutually
detailing their adventures in the chase, it was agreed,
in the morning, to lmnt the painter, which had of
Iate been making sad ravages among the squotter’s
herd of hogs.  * The huntirs nccurdingh mude their
appearance, just as the sun avas emerging from be-

neath the horizon. They were five in number, nnd
fully  equipped for the chase, being moungted on
liorses, which, in some parts:of Europe, might ap-
pear sorry nags; but which, in strength, npecd and
hottom, are better fitted for pupsuing a congar or a
bear through woods and MOTASSES, llmu any in that

* Griffith’s Cuvier, it 438.
VOL. 11 K
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countzy. AL ack of large ugly curs were almd
engaged‘\n making acquaintance with those of thg
squatter. e and myself mounted his two best
horses, whilst his sons were bestriding others of in-
ferior quality.

“ Few words were uttered by the party until we
had reached the edge of the swanip, where it was
agreed that all should disperse, and seek for the
fresh track of the painter, it being previously settled
that the dizcoverer should blow his horn, and remain
on the spot until the rest should join him. In less
than an hour, the sound of the horn was clearly
heard ; and, fticking close to the squatter, off we
want through the thick woods, guided only by the b
pow ard then repeated call of the distant lmuumlm.
We soon reacled the s mt, and in a short time the
rest of the party came up. The best dog was sent
forward to track the cougar, and in a few minutes
the whole pack were observed diligently trailing, and
bearing in their course for the interior of the swamp.
The rifles were immediately put in trim, and the
party followed the dogs) at separate distances, but
in sight of each other} detérmined to shoot at no
othei game than the panther.

“ The dugs soon began to mouth, pad suddenly
quickened their pacd. My companion concluded
that the beast was on the ground ; and, putting our
horses to a gentle gallop, we followed the curs, guid-
ed by their voices.  The noise of the dogs increased,
when, all of a «udden, their mode of barking became

g
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rnltered, and the sqna'ner, urging me t& push on, told

me that the beast was treed, by which be i eant that

it had got upon some low branch-of a large tree, to

-4 vest for a few moments, and that should we not suc-

ceed in shooting him when thus situated, we might

expect a long chase of it. ~As‘we approached the

spot, we all by Uegrees united into a body ; but on

A seeing the dogs at the foot of a large tree, separated
Q5 again, and gallopped off to surzound it.

,‘ “ Bach hunter now moved ‘wilh caution, Yolding

his gun ready, and allowing the bridle to dangle on

' the neck of hjs horse, as it advanced slowly towards

' | the dogs. A shot from one of the party was heard,

“ ‘on which the cougar was seen to leap to the ground,

»r and bound off with such vqlocity, as to shew, that he
. was very unwilling to stand our fire longer. The
) dogs set off in pursuit with.great eagerness, and o

\ deafening ery.  The hunter who had ficed came up,
and said thar his ball had hit the monster, and had
probably broken one of ‘his fore-legs, near the shoul-

L der, the only place at which he could aim. A slight

N trail of blood was discoveréd on the ground ; but the

') curs proceeded at such a rate, that we merely no-
ticed this, and put spurs to our horses, which gal-
lopped on towards the ceatre of the s.amp. One
bayou was crossed, then suother still larger and
more muddy ; butthe dogs were brushing forward,
and, as the horses began to pant at a furious rate, Wwe
judged it expedient to leave them, gnd advance on

. foot. These determined hunters knew that the cou-
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gar, béing wounded, would shunly ascend nnothgp‘

tree, \\‘hc.v- in all probability, he would remain for
a considerable time, and that it would be easy to
follow the track of the dogs. We dismounted, took
off the saddles and bridles, set the bells attached to
the horses’ necks ‘at liberty to jingle, hoppled the
animals, and left them to shift for themselves.

“ After marching for a couple of hours, we again
heard the dogs. Each of us pressed forward, elated
at the thought of terminating the career of the cou-
gar. Some of the dogs were heard whining, al
though the grenter number barked vehomently. We

felt assured that the cougar was treed, and that be
would rest for some time, to recover from his fatigue. ~

As we ¢ame up to the dogs, we discovered the fero-
cious animal lyiag acrose'a large branch, close to the
“runk of a cotton-wood tree. His broad breast lay
towards us ; his eyes were at one time bent on us,
and again on the dogs beneath and around him ;
one of his fore legs hung loosely by his side ; and he
lay crouched, with his cars lowered close to his head,
as if he thought he might remain undiscovered.
Three balls were fired at him, at a given signal, on
which he sprang a few feet from the branch, and
tumble beafilong to the ground. Attscked on all
sides by the enraged curs, the infuriated cougar
fought with desperate valour; but the squatter,
advancing in front of the party, and almost in the
midst of the logs, shot him immniediately behind

-
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and Leneath the left sioulder.  The ‘ecugar writhed
for & moment in agony, and in another lay dead *."

The puma is very easily tamed, and becomes
harmless and even affectionate. Azara records its
docility from one which bu long kept tame, and the
celebrated Kean possessed ane which followed hip
loose, and was often introduced to company in his
drawing-room. We have frequently been in com-
pany with the animal which served for the accom-
panying illustration. It was extremely gentle and
playful, and showed no symptoms of ferocity to the
strangers whp came to see it.  Its motions were all
free and graceful, and it exhibited the greatest agi-
Jity in leaping and swinging about the joists af a
large unoceupied room in the old college ¢f Edin-
bargh. For the following additional partitulars we
are indebted to the account given hy Mr Wilson.
“ It rejoices greatly in the society of those to whaose
compuny it is accustomed, lies down upon its hack
between their foet, and plays with the skirts of their
gavments, entirely after the manner of a Kitten, It
shews a great predilcction' ‘for water, and frequently
jumps into and out 6f a ‘iarge tub, volling itself
about, and seemingly greaily pleuse’d with tha re-
froshiment. - While in London, it mace ity escape
into the street during the night, but allowed itsell to
be taken up by a watchman, without offering even
n how of resistance. It was hrought from the city
of 8t Paul's, the capital of the distrigt of that name,

* Audubon, p. 190, §
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in the !}razillsl. empire. Daring the voyage home, \'./
it was 1 _habits of intimacy with several dogs and \

monkeys, nons of which it ever attempted to injure,
nor did it even attempt to return the petty insults
which the latter sometimcs offered ; but if an unfor-
tunate fowl or goat came within its reach, it was im-
mediately snapt up and slain. Since its arrival in
Edinburgh, it has not been indulged with living
prey ; and the only animals which have fallen victims
1o its rapacity, were a mallard and cock-pheasant,
both of which approached inadvertently within the
circle of its spring, and were each killed by a blow
of its fore paw.’

most autlentic materials.in our power, two or three
gmaller South American cats, of which we regret 10
say onr knowledge is yet imperfect. The first we
shall notice is what appears to be the EZ Negro of
Azara, and we may perhaps Le accused of giving our
representation upon too slender grounds, having not
seen the animal ourselves. ' It is taken from a sketch
and memoranda made fiom two specimens brought
to Graenock in an American vessel, and we always
hope, that i thus directiog the attention to jittle
known animals, their history may be sooner eluci-
dated. Our next plate represents

We =hall now endeavour to describe, from the
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THE BLACK PUMA. &'
Felis nigra.—GRIPPITH. P ‘

PLATE V.

Chat ndgre, El Yegro, Voyages d'Azara, French edition,
i, p. 272 *—Quadrup. del Paraguay, i. p. 151 —Felis
nigra, The Black Cat of Anferica, Griffith’s Synopsis,
ap. 4.2

Ix our uncertain knowledge of this animal, we
have given all the synonyms with a mark of doubt.
They will bélong to the Gato negro'of Azara, but
whether to the animal now represented is dD:Ibt{gl.
Azara's description of the El Negro is very short.
1t is entirely of the coldap indicated by she name.
Its Jength is about 334 inches, without including that
of the tail, which is about 13. As above lluded to, the”
animals from which the sketches for the accompanying
illustration were taken, were brought in @ merchant
vessel to Greenock. There were three of them, and
the most striking feature to the first view of a
stranget, was the pale and clear greenish-blue of their
eyes, which contrasted findly with the deep glossy
black of their fur. They, were extreiyly ferociods
in their dispositions, which -might probably have
arisen from being plagued by the satlors during their
voynge, and from their being fed entirely npon ani-
mal food.

We have next to notice

L)



. THE YAGUARUNDL
Felis Joguarondi.—LACEPEDE.

%

Yagtiariindy, Azara,sQuadrip, del Paragiiay, i p. 156.m
Folis Jaguarondi, Lacepede, Envres d"Azara, Atlas, pl. x.
Temminek, Monographics, p. 130. —Spotless Cat, Felis
unicolor, Traill, Transactions of the Wernerian Society,
iif, p. 170,

Tirts animal, according to Azara, is a native of
Paraguay and Guiana, but Temminck says that he

has seen skinc from Surinam and the Essequebo, ‘

which have always been of larger dimensions. It
feeds on small animals ané birds. It climbs readily.
According 10 Azara, the total length of the yagua-
“rundi is abous 3 feet, that of the tail 133 inches, while
Temminck gives the dimensions of the largest hie has
seen as 4 feet 4 inches, of which the tail measured
1 foot 10.inches, and the height of the animal 4t the
fore quarter 1§ foor. The colour is & deep grey, pro-
duced by each hair being ringed alternately with
black and white: the tios of the hairs being of the
latter colour, *gives the prevailing shade. By age
the shale becomes dagker, while the young are of a
deep reddish-brown. Temminck mentions speci-
men in the Paris Museum, where the greyish-white
greatly predmuinntr‘d upon the head, fore purt of the
limbs, and upfer part of the body ; while the rump

frequents the borders of woods and thickets, and -

o
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and tail are entirely black, without white s upon

the hairs. It is said to be easily tamed®

Temminck, in his « Monographies,” refers the
spotless cat, Felis unicolor of Dr Traill, to this spe-
cies. In colour and markings, however, it agrees
much nearer to the next, but differs in the length of
the tail, which'is very nearly as long again as in the
eyri ; again the total length of Dr Traill's specimen
is exactly that of Temminck's largest yaguarundi.
We add Dr Traill's description. The specimen was
brought from Demerara, In length, exclusive of
the tail, it measured 2 feet 81 inckes; that of the
tail was 1 foot 8 inches ; the height of the shoulders
30 inches,

“ The head of the spotless cat is much more
pointed, its nose mowe elevated, aid its limbs are
much more slender, in proportion to it size, than in
the puma.  The strength of the jaws and size of the
teeth, are likewise proportionally less. In the puma,
the backs of the ears are black ; in our an‘mal, they
are of the same colour as the adjacent parts. The
tail of the puma is claviform, or appears thiskest to-
wards the tip, which is black ; but the tail of the
spotless cat is nearly of one thickness throughout,
and  wania the conspicuous black tip which ap-
pears constantly in the puma. The general colour
of the two animals is also different. This new spe-
cies is of a clear but deep reddish-brown ; the colour
of the puma is of a fulvous hue ; alid when about

the size of the animal in question, the young puma
VOL, IL, L
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js marked on the body with many black spots, wlneh "'

dmppear as the anjmal advances to maturity. Even
in it earliest stage, the tip of the tail in the puma
is black. The eyes of this new species, which are
large, are said to have a pale yellowish iris. The
beard is slender and seanty ; the tgelh sharp and
long.

“ What I have been able to collect of the habits
of this animal, is, that it is an inhabitant of the deep
recesses of the forests, that it climbs trees to prey
upon birds, monkeys, &e. but thas it will boldly ai-
tack the larger quadrapeds.”

-

‘. THE EYRA OF AZARA.
- Bl

, Felis eyra, Desmarest's Mammalogie, p. 231, —Eyra, Azara,

Qitadruped. del Paragiay, i. p. 158,

Tie eyra is of a reddish-brown, with the ex-
ception ¢of the under jaw, and a small spot on each
side of the nose, whick are white. The length of
the body is about 20_inches, that of the tail 114
inches. This description is copied by Desmarest,

‘and eyery euthor who hag mentioned it ; in fact, it is

all ghat is known regarding it. There' is, however,
a fizure given l)y Griffiths, of an animal which he
vefers to this species, and which seems to agree ex-
actly with it. It is very like a little puma, and, with
a 5]|ght, variation of markings, would agree except in
size with the description of that animal,

\

A
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THE TiGER.
Fsﬂs ﬂyris.—i\ucro'aux.
PLATE VL.
NEARLY equal to the lion in strength, atid per-

haps excelling him in activity, the tiger has been
generally placed second in this tribe of animals, and

. will bear a very prominent part among the Feline of

the Indian continent. In many places he is the
scourge of the country, and neither man mror beast
can with safety inhabit,the districts which le has se-
lected for his own. . ?

The general form and appearance of the tiger is
g0 well known, that a very short description will suf-
fice, and which will be assisted by the accompanying
illustration, taken from a specimen in the Edinburgh
Museum. He possesses no trace of the shaggy
wane which adds so much to the bold and majestic-
looking front of the lion, and his countenance seowl-
ing under tha different passions, conveys « greoteridea
of treachery and wanton cruelcy, than really belongs
to the animal. In shape he is more Jengthened and
elender than the lion, the head vounder, and on the
whole form more cat-like, and all his motions are per-
formed with the greatest grace and apparent ease. In
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.
an aniggal higfh in health, the hair s thick, fine, .‘.}(
shining, $he colour bright tawny yellow, shaded into
pure white on the under parts, and being beautifully
marked with dark bands and brindlings, exhibits a
distribution of colour alt@zether beautiful and pleas-
ing. These markings vary in number and intensity |
of shade in the young and femalds, and the very
young animals are, ofea pale grey colour, with ob-
scure dusky transverse bands. A pale whitish-co-
loured *variety of the giger is sometimes met with,
with the stripes very opaque, and only seen in par-
ticulor lights. | Griffith has given a bgautiful repre-
sentasion of this variety from a specimen in Exeter
Change.
The* uger is exclusivgly confined to the Asiatic 4
continent, andsthough its range from north to south
® is very extepsive, that® in the opposite directions is
rather civcumscribed. It is found in the desert coun-
tries which separate China from Siberia, and as far
as the hapks of the Obi; afd in the greater number
of the larger East Indian islands, such as Java and
Sumatrg. The pmnnsu a of Malacea is also said to
ahound with them ; but the great nursing plauw of
whe figer, thejr cradle, 25 Temminck terms ity i the
peninstla oPHmdostan : Yhe vast jungle® of this rich
country lining the courses of her majestic rivers,
harbour thousands of these animals, for water is al-
most as indispensable for their nourishment as food.
The larger isands are therefore also favourite re-
sorte, and many lives have been sacrificed in at-
LJ
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r tempting to free this district from ‘Hese powerful
pests. Cozimbar and Saugur islands are well known
in the annals of tiger destruction, and shany has been
the fatal encounter on their luxariant shores.

The tiger was much 1é3s familiarly known to the
ancients, than either the lion or the spotted African
cats. Among the Greeks it was scarcely known at
oll, Aristotle merely mentiofing, it as an animal he
.ad heard of. Pliny tells us that the first tiger
known among the Romans, was a tame one belong-
ing to Augustus, Claudius, however, afterwards
exhibited fou® at a time, and it has been conjectured

{ that the beautiful Mosaic picture of four tigers, dis-
~q covered some years ago in Rome, near the arcl™of
Gallicius, was executed ag that period in cofamemo-
ration of so striking afid uiprecederfied a Jisplay. *

The tiger, in a country where he cay be well sup-e

plied with food, is a nocturnal animal, lying during
the day in some thick cover defended from the
scorching heat, and gorged with his lagt meal in
seepy indolence. In syeh uncultivated districts
be watches at dawn and even by the side_of some
track, where the various anynals pass, or about the
edges of the jungle, and sbove all at the springs apd
dﬁt\ﬁing-pﬁu‘cﬂ of the ti:'ersx which ifi the $mpene-
trable thickets have but one common access to friend
or foe. Hither animals both weak and powerful
crowd, forced by the scrching Heats to seek cooliess
and drink, and here the tiger is seldom bafiled of his
prey. (2

* Cuy. Oss. Fosa,
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Herp conched the panting tiger, on the wateh; i ‘:{

Tmpat'ent but unmoved, his firebull eyes

Made herrid tw'light in the sunless jungle,

Till on the heedless huffilo’he sprang,

Dragged the low-bellowing monster to his lair—
Crashed through his ribcat once into his heart—
Quaffed the hot Hlood, and gorged the quivering flesh,
Till drunk he lay, as powerless s the carcass.

-

Where civilization has commenced, the tizer has
learned to prowl around the villages, and attack the
cattle-folds, to seize indiseriminately whatever comes
in his way. Travelling parties are followed, and a
luckless straggler seldom escapes; the baggage-

trains,  consisting of troops of oxen and buffaloes \

tramed to the yoke, are closely watched, and though
mtcmlou‘dnring the day with drums and noisy ine
struments, and turing night with torches, a journey
s seldom performed without some sccident or at-
tack.

In the New Indian settlements, the ravages com-
mitted by the tigers were such, that active means
were necessary for their destruction, and a price of
ten rupees was putupon the head of each. Various
methods were employed by the natives to destroy
thig animal, which could only be partially mccessful';
but the Smprived use of fhe nfle has renderod the
more thickly inhabited parts comparatively safe from
them. Among the inventions formerly in use, and
still practised in miny parss, the most successiul
was that of shooting them with a poisoned arrow,
from.a bow, placed so as to be disengaged by the

P .
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' aniwal passing. The bow is made of split Famboo,
from six to eight feet in length, apd at the middle
from nine to ten inches in girth. The string is of
strong catgut, and often balf an inch in circumference.
The bow is fixed with great nicety at the middle by
two stakes, distant enough to allow the arrow to
pass freely without touching, and placed at a distance
from the ground, in proporfion, to the size of the
animal to be killed. The string is drawn back and
fastened by a wedge, to which a cord is nttached
and steained moderately tight to a stake on the op-
posite side ofethe path, to be traversed by the ani-
mal.  The tiger generally falls within 200 yirds of
' the fatal shot, being frequently struck lhrough the
fungs, and often through Qle heart, and thg poison,
if’ less mortally woundéd, seldom fails to kill within
the hour. s

A heavy beam is also sometimes suspended over
the path, to which a cord is attached, which is in
like manner disengaged, and the animal i« crushed
below -the weight of the wood. Another method
said to be common in, Pergia, is mentioned in the
Oriental Field Sports. * This device consists of
a llrge spbenca] cage, made of strong bsmbot)s. ur
other efficient materials, wm-qp togealmr, but leav-
ing intervals throughout, of about three or four inches
broad. Under this cover, which is fastened to the
ground by means of pickets, in some place where
tigers abound, a man provided with two or three short
strong spears, takes post at night. Being accoiapa-

2

-
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nied hy a dog, which gives the alarm, or by a gost,
which, by its agitation, answers the same purpose, the
adventurer Weaps himgelf up in hisquilt, and yery com-
posedly goes 1o sleep, in full confidence of his safety.
When a tiger comes, antl, perhaps after smelling all
around, begins to rear against the cage, the man
stabs him with one of the spears torough the inter-
stices of the wicker-wark, and rarely fails of destroy-
ing the tiger, which is ordinarily found dead at no
great distance in the.morning.”

Another, rather of a more ludicrous charucter, is
related by the same entertaining writer, a§ success-
fully practised in the dominions of Oude. * The
track of a tiger being ascertained, which, though not
invarisbly the same, may yet be known sufficiently
for the purpove, the pensants collecs a quantity of

. the leaves of the proas, which are like those of the

sycamore, and are common in most underwoods, as
they form the largest portion of most jungles in the
vorth of India.  These leaves are smeared with a
species of bird-lime, made by bruising the herries of
an indigenous tree, by no means scarce.  They are
then strewed with the gluten uppermost, near to that
wopaque spot to which it is understood the tiger
usually restrts during the noon-tide heat. - If Ly
chanee the animal should tread on one of the smeared
leaves, his fate may be considered as decided. He
commences by shaking his paw, with the view to
remove the adbesive incumbrance, but finding no re-
lief from that expedient, he rubs the nuisance against
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r‘lis jaw, with the same intention, by which means his

eves, ears, &c. become agglutinated, ands decasion
| «uch uneasiness, as causes him to rofl, perhaps among

r* many more of the smeared leaves, till at length he
becomes completely enveleped, and is deprived of
sight, end in this situation he mdy be compared to
a man who has*been tarred and feathered. The
anxicty produced by this strange and novel predica-
ment, soon discovers itself in dreadful howlings. which
serve to call the watchful peasants, who in this state
find no difficulty in shooting the object of their de-
r' testation.” o
' In addition to these we shall only mention, ano-
: 4 ther device said to be at this day practised amosg
Z0 the Chinese ; and singular, as corresponding with the
e seulptured nepresentau'on. of the apcients® Iu is

taking them in a box-trap, # which the animal is , i

atteacted by a looking-glass, placed in the inside,
and when attacking its own image, it disengages the
fastening of the lid of tite box. This very subject is
represented by Montfaucon, as carved upon ove of
the sides of the tomb of thé Nasus, and [ believe the
ancient origin of it is also cdnfirmed by Clatdian.

%, Since India became so much the country of Eu-
ropedns, thie race of tigers has been g ach ghinned,
aud ere Jong it is probable that they will be driven
1o the most remote and impenotrnblc districts.  Hunt-
ing the tiger is a spost exclusvely Indian ; and it
auits well to the erdout and spirit of British spotts-

YOL. 1L
OL. 11 M 2
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I Y 4
men : it.is looked upon as far pre-eminent over zb:‘
other s‘m of India, as that of the fox in Britain is
held superior to a chace with rabbit beagles, It is
pursued with great parade and show, & large retinue
of followers, and almost Yoyal splendour ; and in ad-
dition, it possesses the excitement of being attended
with considerable danger. -

The only animal found suitable to assist in the cap-
ture of this formidable beast, is the elephant, which
often displays great coarage and coolness in the chase,
and at times a sagacity which has saved the rider’s
life.  When notice has been got that tlare is a tiger in
the noighbourhood, the whole station is roused *, an( |
Pi2paration to proceed to the cover is commence ; i”
the elephants are preparad, and the tumult which
commences before all is feady, between mahouts and
. syces, dogs and horses, elephants and their masters,
can be compared to nothing in this country, where,
in well regulated hunting establishments, rule and
regularity prevail.  From ten to thirty of these ani-
mals, each carrying a sportsmen armed with rifles
of various descriptions, generally start for the Jungle,
though sometimes a fisld of nearly 100 elephants
have been ow, and being arranged in_line, com-
meuce ‘regully to beat for the game: byt having
thus brought them to the jungle's edge, we shall al-

* Military officers pursue this 3port with the greatest
Keenness, which their frequent movements sand the array of
Juen and elephants which attend s camp, greatly facilitate.
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'_ rlow one more experienced than ourselves to describe
the hunt *. f
{ “ We found immense quantities ot game, wild |
hogs, hog-deer, and the Neil-ghie, (literally blue-
cow.) We, however, striftly abstained from firing,
reserving our whole battery for the nobler game, the
! tiger. It was perbaps fortunate that we did not find
 one in the thick part of the fores; as the trees were*
' so close set, and so interwoven with thorns and pa-
, rasite plants, that the elephants were often obliged to
1 clear for themselves a passage by their own pressing
exertions. s is curious on these occasions to see
| the enormous trees these animals will overthrow on
{ a word from the mahout, they place their forehealls

A~ against the obnoxious plagts, twisting their” trunks
l vound it, and graduslly Bending 9t towards the
§ ground, until they can place™a foot uppn it. This®

done, down comes the tree with crashing stem and
upturned roots.  The elephant must be well educated

i to accomplish this dmy.in a gentlemanlike, manner :
> that is, without roaring sulkily, or shaking his mas-
‘ ter by too violent exertjons. 3 .

“ On clearing the wood, wg entered an open space
of mgnhy grass, not lhre.e feet highe; a large ]!t‘l"d
of cattle were feeding there, gnd the fierdstfian was

* 8o many aceaunts of tiger hunts have lately been be-
fore the public, that we have had sofe difficulty in making
the sclection.  The one we have chosenis from Captain
Mandy's Sketches, and will serve ulso to shew the danger
which is somotimes run by the keenness of the clephzat,
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sitting singing under a bush ; when, just as the for. ¥
mier begnn to-move before us, up sprang the very
tiger to whom our visit was intended, and canterad
off across a bare plain, dotted with small patches of
bush-jungle. He took ta*the open country ina style
which would have more become a fox than a tiger,
who is expected by his pursuers to'fight aud not to
run ; and as he was flushed on the flank of the line,
only one bullet was fired at him ere he cleared the
thick grass. He was,unhurt, and we pursued him
at full speed. Twice he threw us out by stopping
short in small stripes of jungle, and ghen heading
back after we had passed ; and he had given us 3",
very fast trot of about two miles, when Colonel Ar.
nold, wno led the field, af last reached him by a ca«
pital shot, his elephant” being in full career. As

- s00n as he felt himself wounded, the tiger crept into

a closo thicket of trees and bushes, aud erouched.
The two leading sportsmen overran the spot where
he Jay; and as I came up, I saw him, through an
aperture, rising to attempt a charge. My mahout
had just before, in the heat of the chase, dropped his
ankors or goad, which I had refused to allow lim

o recover ; and the elephant, heing notoriously s;.

vage, snd falcher irritated by the goading he had
undergone, became consequently unmanageable ; he
appeared to see the tiger as soon as myself, and I
had only time to fire one shot, when he suddenly
rushed with the greatest fury into the thicket, and
falling upon his knees, nailed the tiger with his tusks
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rto the ground. Such was the violence of the shock,

4

that my servant, who sat behind, was thrown out,
and one of my guns went overboard. The struggles
of my elephant to crush his still resisting foe, who
had fixed one paw on hi eye, were so energetic,
that I was obliged to hold on with all my strength,
to keep myself in the houdah. The second barrel,
too, of the gun which I stitl rgtained in my hand,
went off in the scufile, the ball passing close to the
mahout's ear, whose situation, poor fellow, fas any
thing but enviable. As soon as my elephant was
prevailed upan to leave the killing part of the Lusi-
ness to the sportsmen, they gave the roughly used

stiger the coup de grace. It was a very fine female,
- pdc gr vy

with the most beautiful slgn I ever saw.” =

We shall only give anotlftr sketelrof a tiger hunt;
our last is told by a gentlemah, this onu.:lmll Le frome
the pen of a lady, herself the heroine of the chase,
and will be curious, as we believe it is the only in-
stance upon record. " o3

“ We had elephants, gyns, balls, and all other ne-
cessaries prepured, and about seven in the morning
we set off.  The soil was §xactly like that we had
gone over last night ; our course lay N. W." The
jungle was generally composed of ce indasbushes,
which were stunty and thin, and looked like ragged
thorn bushes ; nothing could be more desolate in ap-
pearance ; it seemed assif we had got to the farthest
limits of cultivation, or the haunts of man. At times,
the greener bunches of jungle, the usual abogdes of
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the beasts of prey during the day-time, and the fow ¥
huts scattered here and there, which could hardly be
called villages; seemed like islands in the desert waste
around us. We stopped near two or three of these
green tufts, which generaly surrounded a lodgment
of water, or little ponds, in the midst of the sand,

“ The way in which these ferocidus animals are
traced out is very curious, and, if related in England,
would searcely be credited. A number of unarmed
half-naked villagers, go prying from side to side of
the hush, just as a boy in England would look after
a steay sheep, or peep after a bird's nest. Where
the juagle was too thick for them to see through,
the: elephants, putting their trunks down into the, b
bush, forced their way through, tearing up every
thing by the routs before them. About four miles
from our tents we were all surrounding a bush, which
might be some fifty yards in circumference, (a/ in-
cludes William Fraser, alone upon his great elephant,
Mr Barton and myself, upon another equally large,
Mr Wilder upon another, and eight other elephants ;
horsemen at a distance, and footmen peeping into
the bushes). Our different elephants were each en-
degvouring to force his way through, when 5 great
elepnant, witkout a houdah on his bick, called
¢ Muckna,” a fine and much esteemed kind of ele-
phant, (a male without large teeth), put up, from
near the centre of thé bush, & royal tiger. In anin-
stant Fraser calied out, ¢ Now Lady H., be calm,
be steady, and take a good aim, here he is; I
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¥ confess, at the moment of thus suddenfly coming up-

o~

on our ferocious victim, my heart beat very high,
and, for a second, I wished myac.lf far enough off;
but curiosity, and the ¢agerness of the chace, put
fear out of my head in a®minute; the tiger made a
charge at the Muckna, and then ran back into the
jungle. Mr Wilder then put his elephant in, and
drove him out at the oppotite side. He charged
over the plain away from us, and Wilder fired two
balls at him, but knew not whether they took effect.
The bush in which he was found, was one on the
west bank of one of those little balf dry ponds of
which I have spoken. Mr Barton and I conjectur-
ing that, as there was no other thick cover near, he
would probably soon retym, took our stanfl in the
centre of the open space ; fn a minate the ‘tiger ran
into the bushes on the east®side; I spw him quitce
plain ;. we immediately put our elephant into the
bushes, and poked about, till the horsemen, who were
reconnoitring round the’outside of the whgle jungle,
saw him slink under the bushes to the north side;
hither we followed him, and from thence traced him
by his growling, back to the outer part of the eastern
bushes. Here he started out just bafore the truzk
of out elepfiant, with a tremendous glowl ot grunt,
and made a charge at uothér elephant farther out
on the plain, retreating again immediately under
cover. Fraser fired at him, but'we suppose withous
effect; and he called to us for our @ephant to pur-
sue him into his cover. Ak
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“ With some difficulty, we made our way to tba'
inside of the southern bushes ; and, as we were look-
ing through ‘the thicket, we perceived beau Tiger
slink away under them. Mr Barton fired, and hit
him & mortal blow about the shoulder or back, for
he instantly was checked, and my ball, which follow-
ed the same instant, threw him dowfi. We two then
discharged our whole artillery, which originally con-
sisted of two double-barrelled guns, londed with
shugs, and a pair of pistols.  Most of them took ef-
fect, as we could discover by his wineing, for he was
not above ten yards from us at any time, and at one
momcnt, when the elephant chose to take fright and
tum his head round, avay from the heast, running
his haunches almost intg the bush, not five. - By
this time Williun Fraser had come round, and dis-
charged a few balls ae the tiger, which lay looking
Rt us, grinning and growling, his ears throwa back,
but unable to stir. A pistol fired by me, shattered
his lower jaw-hone ; and irhmedintcly. as danger of
approaching him was now over, one of the villagers,
with a matchlock, went close to him, and applying
the muzzle of his piece.:(o the nape of his neck, shot
him aead, and put him out of his pain. - The people
thea dingged him out, #nd we dismounted to look
at him, pierced through and through ; yet one could
not contemplate him without satisfaction, a« we
were told that he had long irdested the high road, and
carried off mavy passengers. Ope hears of the roar
of a tiger, and fancies itL like that of g bull, but, in
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rfzct, it is more like the grunt of a hog,.t}:ough twenty

i times louder, and certainly one of the most tremen-
dous animal noises one can imagine.”

5 The tiger is readily tamed when taken young,

r but its temper may be sfid to be scarcely so much

depended upon as that of the lion. Keepers enter

the cage and chress them, hut they never venture

upon those annoying liberties which are generally so

freely taken with the lion; and strangers, I believe,

Lave never attempted to venture within their reach.

It may also be remarked, that there is only onw in-

stance upon rgeord where the tiger allowed a dog to

become an inmate of his den. With the lioh it is
‘ frequent, and greas affection is displayed. On tfie
o contrary, however, the Indjans appear to bae great
power in the management®f the Tiger, and it is
more frefuently seen tame in"that comyry than any
of the other Felinw. The tame tigers of the Fakirs
exhibit great gentleness and confidence, which muy
in part be attributed to the ample way in which they
L 3 n. fed, and a singular instgnoe of great control over
their temper is related in (;;rilﬁxb's Animg) King-
dom: 7S ;

“ A full-grown Tiger was lately in she pom::ssiml
of sofe natives of Madrils, who exifbited %t leld
merely by a chain: it was indc:ed kept muzzled, ex-
cept when allowed, (which was occasionally done) to
make an attack upon some animal, in order to exhibit

the mode of its mancuvring in quest®of prey. For
VOL. 1L x .
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the purpose of this exhibition, a sheep in general wag &

fastened by a cord to a stake, and the tiger being

braught in sight of it, immediately crouched, and,
moving almost on its belly, but slowly and cautions-
ly, till within the distance’of a spring from the ani-
mal, leapt upon and struck it down almost instantly
dead, seizing it at the same momefit by the throat
with its teeth, The tiger would then roll round on
its back, holding the sheep on its breast, and, fixing
the hind claws near the throat of the animal, would
kick or push them suddenly backwards, and tear it
open in an instant.  Notwithstanding, .however, the
natural ferocity of these animals, the individual in |
question was o far in subjection, that, while one
keeper ‘held its chain during this bloody exhibition,
another was enibled to det the carcase of the sheep

" away, by throwing dotn a piece of meat pfeviously

ready for the purpose.”

They ure alvo capable of affection for the person
who has reared them, who will be recollected after a
considerable absence. A tigress in the Tower, up-
on her arrivel in this country, became very iruscible
and dangerous, from irritation at the crowd and
bastle upon the Thames. Her deportment was so
sulky and savage, that Mr Cops could scarcely be
prevailed on by her former keeper, who saw her
shortly afterwards, to allow him to enter her den;
but no sooner did she recognise her old friend, than
she fawned opdn him, licked him, and caressed him,
exhibiting the most extravagant signs of pleasure ;
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r and when he left her, she cried and whineg for the
remainder of the day.” -
Tigers have also been induced to breed in capti-
vity, though much less frequently than the lion.
Mr Cross, we believe, has succeeded in breeding six
of the former, .whilc his litters of the latter have
amounted to no less than twenty-four. We are not
' certain whéther any of the lngeg bred in confine
ment have arrived at maturity.
Wa have given in this plaCe a figure (lee VIL)
| of a hiybrid between a lion and a tigress, which form-
ed part of tlee collection of Mr Aitken, cxhlbned
in Edinburgh in 1827. They were whelped in De-
‘ oomber, but only lived for a very short period, ow-
¥ 4 ing, perhaps, to the inclement season at which they
were produced.  The Tolour Jas bnghter than that
. of the lion, and the bands were better enarked than ®
' they generally are in the young of the true breed.
One of the cubs was preserved for the Edinburgh
Museum, and has served as a copy for the accom-
£ panying illustration. °
| Another instance of &his Jiybrid prodacson took
| place at Windsor. The mae was the Asiatig lion
‘ bred in this country by Mr Aitken, #hd the tigrehs
was & very gentle animal, about, four w‘a‘m ol The
cubs, immediately after birth, were taken from the
mother, and were fostered by several bitches and a
goat.  They also died bbfore rmlnng maturity *.
* Griffith, Library of Enfertaining Knowledge.

W
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THE LEOPARID.
Felis leopardus.—F. Cuvin, |
PLATE VIIL

Le Leopard, F. Cuvier, Iiistoire Naturelle des Mammiféres.
The Figure in Griffith's Translation of Cuvier.

from the Histoire Naturelle des Mammiféres of Fre-
deric Cuvier; but, under this, we propose to de~ v
scribe, as far ac possible, the,Panther, or Felis par- {
dus of naturalists, and regret that we have been un-
able to procure either an suthentic figure, or a spe-
cimen of an animal which we could reconcile to the
characters given under that name. We shall not at-
tempt to unravel the synonyms, a task of great diffi-
culty, and which would occupy much more space
than can be afforded in the present work.

. That there are two species confounded under the
names of Lespard and Panther, seems 1o haye been
the opinion of most zoologists; and the ancients,
who had more exteénsive opportunities of examining
them, though not with a view to their zoological
characters, invariably characterised them under two
names. Our own opinion is, that there are at Jeast

& ‘
Wz have given a plate of the African Leopard.} |
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Y two distinet species, though it is very.difﬁguh to fix
upon good characters. That thg Leopard is by far
the most common, inhabiting both Africa and India; o

4 while the Panther is to be found chiefly, if not en-

tirely, in Africa. Both®are subject to very great

1 variety, which may be seen in the number of skins
which snnually®arrive in Europe indiscriminately un-
der these titles; but it is perhaps not greater than
is exhibited by the next three figures of the Ame-
rican Jaguar. The represemtation we have given
from Frederic Cuvier, we should consider typi-
cal of the warkings of the adult Leopard, which,
in its make, is remarkably graceful and dender,

‘ while in its action it displays more than usual edsy

i activity. The figure gwen in Griffith’s tgnslation

f of Cuvier likewise accords With this? and some skins

which we lately saw from the more ajpine districts®

of India, closely resembled these in the distribution
of their spots, and were of a pale tint, almost ap-

proaching to a fawn colour. We ¢hall naw give F.

p! Cuvier's own description gnd dimensions :

*“ Our animal was brought from Senegal, and,
though still young, from the elegance of its propor-
“0"8. appeared ty have reached its @l size. “rhe
entite length of the hodv was S feet ¥inch % lines ;
A that of the tail 2 feet 3 mches the height of the
animal, when standing, about 2 feet 1 inch. All the
upper parts of the bodg, and otsides of the limbs,
were yellowish, the lower.parts whife, both covered
with spots, which varied in, their number, forns and
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size. Those on the head, neck, a part of the shonl-
ders, ana ke limbs, were full, small, and placed close
to each other in a confused manner: those on the
thighs, back, flanks, and a part of the shoulders, were
equally fall and small, but they were grouped in a
circular manner, so that each group formed an iso-
- Iated spot ¢ en_form de rose;' and the part surround-
ed by this union ef little spots being of a deeper
shade than the ground colour of the skin, contributed
in appearance to separate them still more from the
others, Ten of these ringed spots can be counted
in a perpendicular line from the back to the under
parts.” On the belly, there are large black spots,

waich are not so numerous as upon the other parts, =

and the spots upon the upper part of the inside
of the limbs #ve lengthened and transverse, and
on the higher part of the shoulders there are some
which are long, narrow, and Joined two and two up-
on the same line. The back of the ear is black,
with a white transverse spot on the middle: there
is a black spot upon each side at the opening of the
lips, and a white one above each eye.”

We are not aware of any authentic figure of the
Panther, thoush several have been given as such.
That of Marthschal, and that given by Griffith, from
a drawing by Major Hamilton Smith, were both
taken from specimens in the Parisian  Museum.
Now, Temminck siys at orice that these are all leo-
pards ; while Cuvier, so 'ate as 1829, confirme his
opinden that the former is the trne Panther pardues

\
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r'of the ancients. Amidst these stro;g.but onflict-
' ing authorities, it is difficult to decide the question
satisfactorily, without & much larger series of spe-
y cimens than we can at present command. The pan-
ther we considered nearly? of a similar size to the
leopard, but more powerfully made, the ground co-
. Jour darker, and the markings, though crowded, ar-
ranged with considerable retulygity, entirely « en
Jorm de rose,” the rings formed of separate spots,
and the body with few or navsmaller and irregular
intermediate markings. The tail is also said to be

longer in progortion *.
‘ It was this animal which was so abundantly sup-

Plied to the games and public spectacles of the Ro-
ans —at least the repgesentation upon Jancient
carvings and architectuse hde more®the appearance
. of its markings than those Bf the legpard. The
' number of them which were brought together at
‘ once was almost incredible, Pompey having exhi-
bited 410, and Augusm; 420, A
Cx Some zoologists have bgen of opinion, that there
! were more than two spgcies.inrolved in thg animal
! designated Leopard and Pynther ; and the figure
and description given by Major Smith in Griffitles
i Cuvie?, of dn animal under the condiional Yitle of
? “ The Panther of the ancients,” goes far to confirm
!

C A

it. . Major Smith met with this animal stuffed at
-

* Temminck says the tail of the leopard contains 22
vertebra, that of the panther 27 The number, howover, T be-
Lieve, varies in many well.establjslied species of the Felina.
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Hesse Cassel. Tt is an animal of great power, a.nd\

measured 5 feet 3 inches from the nose to the inser-
tion of the tail, and stood about 2 feet 9 inches high
at the shoulders ; the length of the body alone being
very nearly equal to the whole of Frederick Cuvier's
Leopard. The other great distinguishing differences
were, that the colour of the whole animal is a buff-
yellow, which assumes a darker tint, approaching to
red, on the nose, and more ochrey on the back and
siles.  The belly ands insides of the limbs partake
of this general colour, but paler, there being no white
part about the animal. There may Ye smd to be
seven vertical rows of interrupted or imperfect an-
nuli on the sides of the animal. These, as well s
the like open spots which mark all the panthers,
have the inner'surface of the annuli more fulvous
than the general colour of the sides. The dorsal
line is marked in the same wanner, not with close
hut with open spots, and the tail is spotted from be-
ginning t3 end.  The forehead, cheeks, sides of the
neck, shoulders, throat, s9d inside of the limbs, are
covered with numerous. close, small spots, and there
is a narrow black bar across the lower part of the
tliroat.  Its native country was unknown.

This animhl, we have every reason to think, will
be found to be completely distinet, and will be most
interesting, as possessing characters intermediate be-
tween the large sl')oued cats of the old world and
the Jaguar of South America; and we hope that the
attedtion of those who bave it in their power will be

%/
|
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“directed to the solution of the dubisty which still
exists between this and the other anima#® we have
Just mentioned. o

Cuvier observes, that a variety of the panther is
sometimes fonnd black,ewith the spots of a deeper
shade, and that he has seen thi variety in the same
litter with these of the ordinary colours ®. This
black variety the same authpr refers to the Felis nic-
las of Peron. %o

In & wild state, these animals appear to inhabit
thick cover and the forest, more than the tiger, and

are much less seen abroad,  Their prey is necessarily -

confined to The smaller mammalia, such as e deer
wil antelopes ; and, when the farm-yard is attacled,
.to the sheep and ponltry. Hares, wild fowl, and
monkeys, are also ntt.}ck«'ed and thg latter%re often
followed or surprised upon ghe trees; for they arey
expert climbers, and resort to the brafches either in
pursnit of game, or when they are themselves pur-
sued.  They are also hunted in India with elephants,
like the tiger ; but this formidable style of hunting is
seldom thought necessar® ; and their abode, in the
- -
* We pdd here Cuvier's c.Jmmctcn of these two ani.
mals from the Regne Animal s
** §a Panglicre, Felis pardes, Linn. Fatf;e dessqus, blane
dessus, avee dix ou s0pt rangées de taches noires en forme
de foaes, c'est @ dive formde de Nassemblages du ping ou six
petits taches simples, sur chaque fanc; 1a quen est de Jon-
geur du corps, moins la téte.” Tegminck asserts this is a
{feopard, »
** Lo Leopard, Folis teopardus, Linn® Semblable a s
Panthere, mais avee rangées dea taches plus petites.g
VOL. L1, 2 0

able  WF oo
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thickest and most pathless jungles, renders pursuit, i~
this way, h.early impossible. The most commorn me- \ﬂ
thods of destruction’are various kinds of traps, or with
dogs, which run them until the animal takes refuge
upon a tree, where, being kept at bay until the hun-
ter ng up, it is easily ahot, : und, from the delibe-
rate aim that can be taken, it is genegally <o far dis-
abled with the first bullet, as to be easily overpowered
by the dogs. o*

In a state of mptulty we are perhaps best ac-
gquainted with the lmp:ml They have, in & few in-
stances, bred in this country : but not o frequently
as either the lion or tiger, The pair v ‘hich were in
the Tower in 1829, and desceribed by Mr Bennet,
were of very different dispositions ; and in this they
resembled their congeners, lor scarcely tivo are foungd
which can be equally tyusted.  The male, notwith-
standing very kind treatment, continued sullen and
suvage, while the fomale suffered herself to be patted |
andl c.mwwd by the keepers.c  She possessed a sin-
gular propensity, however, “ for the destruction of
umbrellas, parasols, muffs, hats, and such other ar-
ticles of dress as may Lappin to come within her
reac th, seizing thom with the greatest quickness, and
| G \rm..' llwln lpm pwcos, al: n()st before theastonighed
visitor has become aware of his loss, To so great
an extent has she carried this peculiar taste, that Mr
Cops declares he has no doubt that, during her resi-
dence in the Tower, she has made prey of at leass

P L — -
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as many of these articles ns there are days in the
year *." 3 C

The activity of these two animals is also very great,
and their motions, when sporting in their cage, are
executed with extreme giace and clegance.  Their
food (beef) is generally tossed up in front of the den,
at the distance®f nearly two feet from the bars, and
to the height of six or eight ftet from the floor. The
animals, who are upon the alert for their dmul-r, -
mediately leap towards the dars, and, dnrtmg out
their paws with incredible swiftness, almost uniform-

ly succend in seizing it before it falls 10 the ground t.

The following intercsting account of u pimther,
with which we shall conclude this description,® is
mven in Loudon's Magazine of Natural legtor}, by
Mrs Bowdich : and, thoughi of rom‘ndomhlo length,
it is 5o interesting that we “cannot opit it. It jse
beautifully told, and the traits in the disposition of
the animal shew that at least some of the race, by
gentle treatment, are u;pnblu of great attachment and
gentleness,

“1 am mduced to u-nd )'ou some account of &

panther which was in my possgs&lon for several months.
He and another were found, when rery young, «in
the Torest,” apparently (ﬁ*sert('d by ftheir mother.
They were taken to the king of Aahnmcc, in whose
pulace they lived several weeks ; when my bero, beo
ing much Jarger than his compafiion, saffocated him
in a fit of romping, and was then sent 1o Mr Hutchi-

* Tower Menagerie. + Tower Menageries

l
|
|
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son®, the resident left by Mr Bowditch at Coomassis, ~

This gentlaman, observing that the animal was very
docile, took pains to tame him, and, in a great mea-
sure, succeeded.  When he was about a year old,
My Hutchison returned to £'ape Coast, and had him
led through the country by a chain, occasionally let-
ting him loose when eating was going-forward, when
he wounld sit by his master’s side, and receive his
share with comparadve gentleness, Once or twice
he purleined a fowl, but casily gave it up to Mr
Hutchison, on being allowed a portion of something
else. On the day of his arrival, he was placed ina small

court, leading to the private rooms of tite Governor,
and, after dinner, was led by a thin cord into the

room, where he received our salutations with some
degree or roughness, butswith perfect good humour.
On the least encouragement, he laid his paws upon
our shoulders; rubbed his head upon us, and his teeth
and claws having been filed, there was no danger of
tearing our clothes.  He was kept in the above court
for a week or two, and evinced no ferocity, except
when one of the servants {ried to pull his food from
him ; he' then caught the offender by the leg, and
tore out & small piece of flesh ; but he never seemed
10 gwe him any ill will afterwards.  He one morning

* This very intelligent and enterprizing gentleman, after
performing prodigies of yalour, and being severely wounded
in the Ashantee war, rpturned to Scotland, his native coun-
try, in 1833. He never complétely rocovered his health,
and unfortunatoly died at Bankhouse, in the neighbour-
hood of Edinburgh, in December of that year,

\




Bhas hume

THE LEOPARTL 165

r broke his cord, and, the ery being given, the castle

gates were shut, and a chase commenced. After
leading his pursuers two or three times round the
rampaits, and knocking over a few children by boun-
cing against them, he suffered himself to be caught,
and led quietly back to his quarters, under oue of the
guns of the fortress.

“By degrees the fear of lim subsided ; and orders
having been given to the sentinéls to prevent his es-
cape through the gates, he yas left at libefty to go
where he pleased ; and a boy was appointed to pre-
vent him from intruding into the apartments of the
officers.  His keeper, however, generally pmsc(f his
watch in sleeping ; and Sai, as the panther was called,
after the royal giver, roamed at large.  Omn one oc-
casion, he-found his gervant sitting on tlie step of
the door, upright, but fast asleep ; when he lifted his.
paw, gave him a blow on the side of his head, which
Inid him flat, and then stood wagging his tail, as if
enjoying the mischief he had committed. He be-
came exceedingly attached to the Governor, and fol-
lowed him every where fike a dog. His favourite
station was at a window of the sitting-room, which
overlooked the whole town$ there, standing on his
hind-legs, his fore-paws resting on tha ledge of the
window, and his chin laid betiveen them, he appear-
ed to amuse himself with what was passing beneath,
The children also stoqd with fim at the window ;
and one day, finding his _presence sn incumbrance,
and that they could not get their chairs close, they
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used their united efforts to pull him down by the \1\

wil. He" one morning missed the Governor, who
was settling a dispute in the hall, and who, be-
ing surrounded by black people, was hidden from
the view of his favourite. Sai wandered with a de-
jected look to various parts of the fortress, in search
of him; and; while absent on this erraiid, the audience
ceased, the Governor returned to his private rooms,
and seated him<elf at a table to write.  Presently he
heard a heavy step coming up the stairs, and, raising
his eyes to the open door, he beheld Sai. At that
moment he gave himself up for Jost ; for Sai imme-
diately sprang from the door on his neck. Instead,
hoWwever, of devouring him, he laid his head close to

the Govemor's, rubbed his cheek upon his shoulder,

wagzed his tail, and tried to evinee his happiness.
Oceasionally, however,* the panther caused a Jittle
alarm to the other inmates of the castle, and the poor
woman who swept the floors, or, to speak technically,
pra-pra woman, was made ill by her fright. She
was one day sweeping the boards of the great hall
with a short broom, and in an attitude nearly ap-
proaching to all-fours, and Sai, who was hidden un=
der one of the sofas, qudenly leaped upon her back,
where L2 stood in triumpl.  She screarfed so*vio-
lently as to summon the other servants: hut they,
seeing the panther, as they thought, in the act of
swallowing her, one and all scampered off as quickly
as possible ; no. was she released till the Goyernor,
who heard the noise, came to her assistance.  Stran-
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gers were maturally uncomfortable Wi they saw so
L 3 y

powerful a beast at perfect liberty ; and miny wera

the ridiculous scenes which took pluce; they not

liking 10 own their alarm, yet perfectly unable to re-
tain their composure in his presence.

** This interesting animal was well fed twice every

day, but never given any thing with life in it. He

* stood about two fect high, apd was of a dark yellow

colour, thickly spotted with blacKwosettes ; and, from

the good feeding, and the care taken to clean hini,

his skin shone like silk. The'expression of his coun-

tenmnee was very animated and good-tempered, and

o he was partiularly gentle to children.  He woukl

lie down on the mats by their side when they slept,

' &nd even the infant shared his caresses, and gemain-

ed unhurt.  During the flgriod of his resilence at

D) ® - A
Cape Coast, I was much ocgupied by making sr- 8

rangements for my departure from Afgen ; but ge-
nerally vigited my future companion every day, and
we, in consequence, beegme great friends before we
sailed. He was conveyed on board the véssel in s
large wooden cage, thicklyebarred in the front with
iron.  Even this confinement was not deemed a sui-
ficient protection by the canee-men %, who wese so
alarmpd at yking him from the shore'to the.,vesw‘.
that, in their confasion, they dropped cage and all

_' The panther, in these countries, is a ssered or Fetish
animal 3 and not ouly a henwy fine i extorted frum those
who kill one, but the Fetish s supposed to revenge lis

death by cursing the offender, * 4
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into the sea. * Lor a few minutes I gave up my poor
panther & lost ; but some sailors jumpt into a boat
helonging to the vessel, and dragged him out in safe-
ty. The beast himself seemed completely subdued
by his ducking ; and as ro one dared to open his
cage to dry it, he rolled himself up in one corner,
nor roused himeelf till after an intersal of some days,
when he recognised my,voice. When I first spoke,
he raised his bead, held it on one side, then on the
other, fo listen ; and when I came fully into his
view, he jumped on his legs, and appeared frantic ;
he rolled himself over and over, he howled, he open-
ed his enormous jaws, and cried, and seemed as if he
wauld have torn his cage to pieces. However, as

/

X

A

his violence subsided, he contented himself with ,”

thrusting his pews and nose through the bars of the
eage, to receive my coresses.

% The greatest treat I could bestow upon my fa-
vourite was lavender-water. Mr Hutchison had told
me, that, on the way frora Ashantee, he drew a
scented handkerchief from his pocket, which was im-
mediately seized on by tne panther, who reduced it
to atoms ; nor could he venture to open a bottle of
perfume when the aniinal was near, he was so eager
to enjey it. I indulged him twice a-week by.mak-
ing & cup of stff paper, pouring a little lavender-wa-
ter into it, and giving it to him through the bars of
his cage : he would drag it to him with great eager-
ness, roll himeelf over it, nor rest till the smell had
evarorated. By this 1 taught him to put out his
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paws without shewing his nails, alway§ refusing the
lavender-water till he had drawn them back again;
and in a short time he never, on nny occasion, pro-
truded his claws when offering me his paw.  We lay
cight weeks in the river Cuboon, where he had plenty
of excellent food, but was never suffered to leave his
cage, on accourt of the deck being always filled with
black steangers, to whom hcilml'n very decided aver

sion, although he was perfectly Teconciled to white
people.  His indignation, hgwever, was ednstantly
excited by the pigs, when they were suffered to run
past his cage; and the sight of one of the monkeys
put him ina complote fury. While at anchoe in the
before-mentioned river, an ourang-outan (Simia Sai-
grus) was brought for sale, and lived threesdays on
board ; and I shall pever Gorget the uncantrollable
rage of the one, or the agorty of the other, at this
meeting. The ourang-outan was about three feet
high, and very powerful, in proportion to his size :
so that when he fled wifiv extraordinary rapidity from
the panther to the further end of the deck, neither

men nor things rcmmncd apnght when they opposed

his progress : there he toold refuge in a sail, and ul-
though gencrally obedient to ) the \olcg of his master,
forc@ was recessary to medke bhim quiy the sheltér of
its folds. As to the panther, his back rose in un
arch ; his tail was clevated, and perfectly stiff 3 his
eyes flashed, and, as hediowledyhe shewed his huge
teeth : then, as if forgetting the bard befere him, bo
tried to spring on the ourang-outan, to teur him to

VOL. 11, P
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atoms. Tt whas long before he recovmd his trin.
quillity : &y and night he appeared to be o the lis-
ten ; and the approach of a large monkey we had on
board, or the intrusion of & black man, brought & re-
turn of his agitation. Wewt length sailed for Eng-
land, with an ample supply of provisions ; but, un-
happily, we were boarded by pirates during the voy-
age, and nearly reduced to a state of starvation. My
panther must have * pemhed but for a collection of
more thon three hund-ed parrots, with which we
sailed from the river, and which died very fast while
we were in the north-west trades. Sai's allowance

"J

was onz per diem ; but this was so uamy apittance, |

that he became ravenous, and had not patience 1o
pick off the feathers before he commenced his meal,
The consequence was, it he became very ill, and
-vefused even this smakl quantity of food. Those
around him tried to persuade me that he suffered
from the colder climate ; but his dry nose and paw
convinced me he was feverish, and I had him token
from the cage ; when, instead of jumping about and
enjoying his liberty, he lay‘down, and rested his head
upon my feet. T then tnade’ three pills, cach con-
taining two grains of cilomel, The boy who had
the ¢harge of bim, and who was much attached to
him, held his jaws open) while I pushed the medicine
down his throat. Early the next moming, I went
to visit my patient, &nd found his guard sleepmg in
the cage ; and Imving administered o further dose to
the invalid, I bad the satisfaction of seeing him per-
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.Y'f'ectly cured in the evening. On the ‘arrival of the

vessel in the London Docks, Sai was taken ashore,
and presented to the Duchess of York, who placed
him in Exeter Change, to be taken care of till she
herself went to Oatlandse  He remained there for
some weeks, and was suffered to roam the greater
part of the day without auy restraint. On the morn-
ing previous to the Duchess's departure from the
town, she went to visit her new pét, played with him,
and admired his healthy appoarance and gentle de-
portment. In the evening, when her Royal High-
ness's coachman went to take him away, he was dead,

1 o g ‘ . 3
Jin consequence of an inflammation on his langs.'
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THE RIMAT.DAHAN %
Felis macrocelis.—T2aMINTE.
Piars I,

Rimau-Dahan. Raffes, Frans. Linnean S:m(ly. vol. xiti.
p. 250 —Dr Horsfield, Zoological Jonrsaly, vol. i, pe 542
Félis longibande 3 Felis macrocedis, Tcmmmd. Mopo.
graphies, p. 102,

.

“Tue first notice of this interesting animal was /£
given by Sic Sumford Raffies, in his Deseriptiva
Catalogue of a Collectiot mede at Sumatra.  Sub-
sequently Dr Horsfield gave a detailed deseription
and an excellent plate of ‘it, which we have now
made use of ; and, about the same period, M. Tem-
minck drew up an account from some imperfect
skins in the Dutch and Parisian collections, under
the name of F. macrocelis, which, upon his visit to
this comntry, he submitted to Dr Horsfield, who
found the animal to be identical with tlm Rimau-
Dahan of Sir Stamford, " .
It is an animal of considerable size. Temminek
gives the length as 5 feet 6 inclies, of which the tail

® 4 Treee Tiger," M. Tomminck so

¥s the orthography >
should be Arimau-Dahan, osrep
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¥ measures two feet and a half. Dr Hotsfield's mea-
surement of a female exceeded this, although it had
scarcely attained its full size : the total length was
. 5 feet 6 inches, of which the tail made 2 feet 8
inches ; and at the shoulders it stood in height 1 foot
4 inches. We shall now transeribe Dr Horsfield's
description of this specimen, in which it will be seen,
that the peculiar marking of the skin, the strength of
the limbs, and the falness nmf“]englh of the tail,,
will at once distinguish it from any known spe-
cies .
1y “ The head of the Felis macrocelis is proportion-
) Cally small, somewhat attenuated, obtuse, and.rather
i ( high in its vertical dimensions. The upper lip«is
. Jull and distended, the lower lip is less swelled and
' projecting, than in sev.em'fcother species of” this ge-
nns.  The termination of the enuzzle is abrupt. The,
: forehead is rather depressed and plain,and the nose
but slightly elevated. The general aspect, even in
a state of nature, indicates less ferocity than that of
the Tiger or Leopard ; the character of the eyes and
: the physiognomy have considerable resemblance to
7 those of the Domestic “Cat? On the uppet lip and
i cheeks short whiskers, altefnately of a white and
black colour, are scattered ; small {ycicles,,of wtiff
- hairs are also situated above the eyes. The ears are
' small and rounded. The teeth, as far as regards the

N et . S L,
»

LR

»
" Felis nebulosa of Grffith, if proved to be distinct,
will be closoly allied; but we gannot yet state what may be
its distinctions,

v o
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genenc character, present nothmg peculiar : in u..ﬁ
specumeu before me, the second ret of canine teetly |
is pmtrudmg, while the first still occupies its origi-
nal situation. The neck is rather slender, and of
moderate length. In its general habit, our animal
has much of the elegance and gracefulness of the
Leopard : the form of the body is ¢n the whole cy-
lindrical ; the breast ard flavks bave a moderate ro-
tundity, and not the flatness which is frequently ob-
served i the Tiger, but in the character of the ex-
tremities, our animal resembles the latter species.
The strength and robustness of the thighs, legs, and
feet, afford a peculiarity to it, which has very pro.,
parly been taken by M. Temminck as the charactsy
of the species. The tail is of greater length aer
fuluess chan in,any oth.r species of Felis hitherto
« discovered : it is equil in length to the body and
nuk together. The hairy covering of the tail is
longer and more delicate than that of the body; it
increases in thickness towards the extremity of that
organ, where it has a lanuginous texture. In gene-
ral, the animal is thickly clothed with fur, which is
of moderate length, sofi to the touch, and provided
at the base with a soft down.

« The groynd colour ol our animal is a whitish-
grey, inclining to cinereous or to browumh-grey, and
one of the peculiarities mentioned by Sir Stamford
Rafiles, is the almost entire absence of yellow or red
in the external dint. On the upper portions of the
neck and back, the tint is more purely cinereous ;

T, TN £ ol ™ B - e A
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Fon the abdomen, the interior of the' thighs, and

the tail underneath, a slight admixture of tawny
is observed in the fur, which appears to increase
with the age of the animal. This ground is more
closely covered, in the Felis macrocelis, with spots
and bands, defined posteriorly by a deep black

_ margin, than i any other of the large specics of

this genus with which I am sequainted.  The black
hus, on the larger discolorationk, most strikingly
the appearance of velvet. The form of the' marks
is in the highest degree irregular, and we must
refer to our Plate for their illustration. The high-
“ast parts of the neck and back are marked thsough-

4 out with two Jongitudinal bands, which, arising en

the occiput between the eurs, pass along the spine
to the rump, and finally disappear vear thé middle
of the tail. On the neck these longitudinal bands
separate, and form a curve outward : tHeir course is
then nearly parallel, but in some individuals they
meet in a single line on the back, and diverge again
in a small degree on the ramp. Two smaller bands,
disposed within the principal pair, have nearly the
same origin; they extend alofig the highest portion of
the neck, and are lost on the fegion of the shoulders.
Heresthe large bands are ‘interrupted by transverse
spots of the ground colour. ‘The breadth of the
bands is not regular throughout ; they gradually in-
crease in breadth towaryls the posterior portion of
the neck, and, in their course along: the spine, are
occasioually interrupted by grey svots, Exterigr of
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these two principal bands, a smaller band arises on'i/
each side, at the base of the ear, and, passing along \
the neck, terminates in a curve on the shoulder.
The cheeks and sides of the head are marked with
two parallel bunds, arising*from the angle of the eye
and from the mouth, and terminating under the ear.
At this point a broad band has its origin, which
passes transversely across the throat. Several oh-
Jong marks extend longitudinally along the neck, and
unite near the breast with other marks, which have
a transverse disposition. The upper lip is very ele-
gantly marked with three or four dot{ed lines, and
an interrupted series of oblong spots passes under,
the eyes towards the cheeks. The horder of 'Jle}.
mouth s black. The forehead at the sides is dotted, s ’
in the middle it 15 transversely marked with several
, partially interrupted carves, adjoining 1o which a
large discoloration is disposed immediately behind
the eyes, consisting of numerous semiconfluent spots,
arranged in a circular maner.  The nose is deli-
cately variegated with grey and black. The eurs
exteriorly are black with an irregular grey spot in the
middle of the lobe ; intériorly these organs are grey,
and covered with short hairs, disposed near the an-
terior margin in a small taft. o
* The most distingnishing character js, however,
afforded to our animal, by the marks on the shoul-
ders, and on the sides of the body. These are ol-
long, irregular? of great breadth, transversely dis-
pored and connected on the shoulders, intcrr.uptcd
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¥ and angular, on the sides and flanks. In all, the

posterior margin has uniformly ps deep velvet-black
tint, and consists of a curved or irregularly waving
line. The marks, on the shoulders and on the sides,
are separated by narrow grey interstices, affording a
tessellated appearance to the covering. But no uni-
form or determinate character prevails on the sur-
face, and in different individuals a slight diversity
appears to exist. I shall, however, descrille them
from the specimen before mes  Here the most con-
spicuous mark is placed on the shoulders, and ex-

_tends from #he longitudingl lines which pass along

the spine, to the anterior extremities : it is Oblong
and broad above; about the middle, the posten’or
margin is contracted by @ curve, and it is r'ogularly
rounded at its lower eftremity ; thé’ anterior border
is perfectly regular and transverse, butewithout nny'
defined margin. DBefore this principal mark, another
discoloration extends from the neck to the anterior
portion of the fore-thighs : this is interrupted in the
middle by several dots, fram which the borders pro-
ceed in a waving direction ;, a third mark, Jess dis-
tinetly defined, is placed belpw the principal mark
on the shoulders. On the sides of the body, frém
the shoulders to the rump, thg marks‘are inferrupt-
ed, and have a partially oblique dispositien, but a
distribution into three principal compartments can
generally be traced : thése, llov;evoxr} vary in diffe-
rent individaals, They are in all cases separated by
transverse streaks, into smaller angular or rouaded
VOL. 1. Q
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wpots, by whi;h-thc tessellated character above men. & '

tioned is'produced. In the specimen now before
me these lateral marks are subdivided and irregular:
in another specimen, they were more connected,
which will be mentioned in the sequel. In a skin
contained in the Honourable East India Company’s
Museum, obtained by Dr Finlayson] they have con-
siderable uniformity, aiftl a more oblique disposition.
In this individual they distantly resemble the marks
of the Bengal Tiger. sOn the rump and on the up-
per parts of the thighs, several series of marks are
disposed in succession: the highest of these is nearly
regulaf, and runs parallel to the spine, consisting of |

four or five spots; the second has a eurved direction, "

and below this several irregular marks are scattered .
on the rump ané thighs.* Inall these, the character
of a datk posterior border is preserved, but their
contour is annular or elliptical, exhibiting a slight re-
semblance to the spots of the Leopard, and several
marks of, a similar charactér are also observed on
the flanks near the abdomen, below the principal
transverse compartments. :I'he lowest portion of
the abdomen is markgt'l with short, broad, trans-
virse bands, disposed apparently without regularity.
On the thighs; the nlgrks'(liﬁ'er greatly in size and
form; they consist chiefly of simple spots, with an
jrregular margin, but in some cases several of these
marks have an annVilar disposition, and a slight re-
semblance to the marks of & Leopard ; their number
gradually decreases towards the feet. The interior

-
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}'of the thizhs, near the abdomen, is marked with

J

4

broad spots, forming on each thizh sevefal inter-
rupted lines; below these small dots are irregulariy
scattered.  The feet are uniformly grey. The, tail
is marked with less rogul;ﬁtyin the Felis macrocelis
than in most other species of this genus: on the
base, and beyond one-third of its length, the paral-
Jel longitudinal bands are continued ; the upper por-
tion of this organ is covered with broad black bands,
not regularly disposed ; the ander part, near the
base, has several broad Dblack spots, which meet the
superior bands, but without regularity ; beyond the

widdle of the tail, the bands have an oblique dispo-

sition, and they are gradually obscured and lost 18-
wards the extremity, whege this organ has a ‘greyish
tint, with a slight admixture of tawiy. The claws
are robust: they are complitely retrgetile, as in
other species of this genus, and of o pale horny co-
lour. The irides are yellowish.

“ The surface of the l:;rge marks of the Felis ma-
crocelis is covered with a pixture of grey and black
hairs, among which small b]n‘ck dots are distributed ;
the anterior margin is in mos} cases without any de-
ﬁnedtboundnry, while a distinguishing character »f
our animal is afforded lny"a dgep velwt-black mar-
gin, which confines the spots posteriorly.”

The Felis macrocelis seems to be of a less mis-
chievous disposition thar many of the other cats.
In the forests of Sumatra, it lives thuch upon the
trees, pursuing and feeding on birds ; and it is-said

-
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by the natives to be in the habit of sleeping stretel

ed across the fork of a large bough®. While ina
state of confinement, adds Sir Stamford Raffles, they
were remarkable for good temper and playfulness :
# No domestic kitten could be more so; they were
always courting intercourse with persons passing by,
and in the expression of their countenance, which
was always open and smiling, shewed the greatest
delight when noticed, throwing themselves on their
backs, and delighting.in being tickled and rubbed.
On board ship there was a small Musi dog, who used
to play round the cage with the animal, and it was

amusiag to observe the playfulness and tenderness

with which the latter came in contact with his infe.
rior-sizéd compsnion. When fed with a fowl tha
had died, he seized the prey, and after sucking the

«blood and tearing it a'little, he amused himself for

hours in throwing it about and jumping after it, in
the manner that a cat pla)i with & mouse before it
is quite dead.

% He never seemed to look on man or children as
prey, but as compumom, and the natives assert, that
when wild they live puncnpally on poultry, birds,
and the smaller kinds of deer. They are not found
in numbers, snd may be” considered rather & rare
animal, even in the southemn part of Sumatra. Both
specimens were procured from the interior of Ben-
coolen, on the banks of the Bencoolen River. They

el

* Sir 8. T. Raflles, Linn, Trans., vol. xiii, p. 254

R
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¥ are éenemlly found in the vicinity of villages, and

are not dreaded by the natives, except as fur as they
may destroy their poultry. The natives assert that
they sleep and often lay wait for their prey on trees;
and from this circumstance they derive the name of
Dahan, which signifies the fork formed by the branch
of a tree, acrosg which they are said to rest, and oc-
casionally stretch themselveg.

 Both specimens constantlycamused themselves
in jumping and clinging to Lhe top of their cage, an}
throwing a somerset, or twisting themselves round
in the manner of a squirrel when confined, the tail
being extenfled, and shewing to great advantage
when o expanded.” <an

One of these animals upon 1ts arrival in this coun-
try, was sent to Exctcx’ Change, where the noise
and nmelty of the mcnageslc appear to have ren-
dered it very intractable for a few days ; but it soon
became perfectly familiar, and fond of the persons
who were employed about it. It was rather less
voracious than a leopard, and was fed with beef and
the heads of fowls. *

The Felis macrocelig inhebits Sumatra. M. Tem-
minck considers that it is #o found on the conti-
nent of India, having received several of the, mantles
of the Daiakkers which were made of die ekin of
this animal,

Dr Horsfield is not satisfied that this animal and
the Felis nebulosa of Griffith are identical, the
latter being described a3’ equalling the tiger in the
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/s
size of his fiead and body; it will be somewliny \Y\

difficult row to dezide, as the skin was unfortunate.
ly cut up for fur caps, and we think it preferable not
to add it to the list of synonyms. It is said to in-
habit China. y

Sir Stamford Raffles has also mentioned a very
large ‘Sumatran animal, which we do not recollect
having seen noticed elsewhere, and if the form bears
any likeness to the short indication given of it in
that geatleman’s catalogue, from the description of
the natives, it must be a very interesting animal in-
deed : ¢ Tt ig ealled Rimau-maug in the southern
districts, and is described as larger than the tiger,
mosa dangerous and destructive, and as mzking his
attacks in a different manner, not crouching ang /
darting rom = gpovert, but rushing fariously and
steadily forward, and eaforcing his way into villages
and houses. It is stated to have a mane of long hair
on its head and neck, to have a tuft at the extremity
of its tail, to be of a more wuiform and dark colour,
and to have a larger and longer head than the tiger.
It has been seen in various parts of the country, but
is by no weans common *.”

The next animal we Lave to describe js one of the
;argcst of the Cats with sputted or ringed markings.
Lis

* Sir Stamford Raffles, Linn, Trans. vol. xiii, p. 250,




THE JAGUAR, OR AMERICAN PANTHER.
.l'riic onca.—LiNxgve,
LJ

Prare X. XI. XI1.

Yagilarolé, Asara.— Le Jaguaf, ou Tigre d'Amerique,
Cuvier, Reégne Animal, i, 161.—Frederie Cuvigr, Histoire
Naturelle des Mammiféres, Male and Female. — Felis_

* Jaguar, Temminck, Monographies, p. 136.—Desmarest's
) Maemmalogie, p. 229.—The Jaguar, or American Panthar,

". J. Wilson, Zoological Tllustrations, pl. ix.—.(:n'_ﬁ;lb, Ani.

mal Kingdom, pls. Greater pud Lesser variety, %

o il s

THE continents of Asia andl Africa we have seen ©
inhabited by species beautifal from the rich and
spotted markcings of their skins ; while their size and
proportions were still litge and powerful.. In the
warmer parts of the New lVorld, we have a proto-
type, rivalling them in beauty, and exceeding them
in_strength, but apparently filling the same station

in animal life, p - o
The Jaguar, or, as he s sometimes called, the

American Panther, inhabits the warmer parts of

South America, chiefly Paraguay and the Brazils,

but is nevertheless found, from the most southern

extremity to the isthmus of Darien. It is one of the
strongest and most powerful of the Feline after«the



184 THE JAGUAR, OR AMERICAN PANTHER
Il 14 y
Tiger; and its thick and compact limbs and fom'Y,!/
indcpend’ent of thi differencein marking, at once dis-
tinguish it from the spotted or ringed Cats of the
old world ; yet it is only within these few years that
the distinctions bave been pointed out, the quo-
ration of the plates of Buffon, the copies that were
afterwards made from them, gave Tise to consider-
able confusion betyreen it and the Leopard.
The, markings of this animal vary very much, as
may be seen from tke accompanying illustrations ;
and after much research in America, Mojor H.

_Smith has come to the conclusion, that there are in

reality two varieties, which he characterises under t
titles of the Great and Lesser Jaguar, the large spe.
cies measuring about 2 fret 10 inches in height ms )
the shoulder, the smallér ore about 2 feet 2 inches
The lesser variety, of which Major Smith has given
a figure, was of » paler almost ashy colour, the spots

few and very distinet.
We rhall now notice the illustrations which ac-

company our description. The first (Plate X.) was
taken from a very fine and beautifully marked skin,
for which we are indebted to Mr L'ry, furrier in
Hanover Street, and who obligingly displayed 1o us
his whole extensive stock of furs. It was a very large
animal ; the markings were of a very deep chocolate-
brown, upon a rich yellowish ground, and were re-
markable for their clearness. Along the centre of the
back there was almost a line of open spots only oc-
casionally interrupted, and the next two lines were
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¥~ of an oval or diamond shape, prodncir‘:g'a very beau-

" tiful appearance. Upon the sides the rings became
more defined and distinct, and many of them pos-
sessed the small spot or spots in the centre, which
has been always given as®one of the characters of this
species.

The next illastration (Plate XI.) is taken from °

* Frederick Cuvier's representation of the male jaguar.
The dimensions of this animal Were in total length
6 feet 9 inches, of which the tajl made 2 feet 2inches ;
the height at the shoulder 2 feet 6 inches, a size al-
together approaching near to that of the Greater Ja-

Buar of Hamilton Smith, which it also somewhat re-'
A sembles in the markings of the body. The rings @ire
few and very defined, but there is little trace of any
. & .. °
central dots, and the injermediate spaces are equally
free from interruption. * ¢
Our next Plate (Plate XI1.) is taken from Mr
Wilson’s beautiful illustration, from a drawing by
Mosses. In it the rings can scarcely be traced at
all, and the whole marking is of a more irregular
and confused charncter. %ut the animal had not
reached its full dimensions, And with its growth the
completion of the rings may have become more de-
veloped. In whatever wag it may be tgken, it forms
a very interesting addition to the figures of this ani-
mal. Tt was brought to Liverpool from Paraguay,
and the Captain of the vegssel coald venture to play

with it, as it Iny in one of the bodis on deck, to
YOL. I1. 3

I3
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which it was' chained, but it had been familiarizeq %

to him feem the time that it was the size of a small
dog.*

The jaguar inhabits the forests, and seeks its
prey by watching, or by ‘openly seizing cattle or
horses in the enclosures. It actively pursues smaller

-

animals, and even the monkeys, with all their agi- |

Jity, are not exempted from its attacks. It climbs
“freely and expertly.” Sonnini tells us, that “ e has
seen the prints left by the claws of the Jaguar on the
smooth bark of a tree forty or fifty feet in height,
and without branches, and although _several slips
vould be traced, it had at last succeeded in reach-
ingshe very top.” ¢ Sometimes, aftera long silence,”
says Hemboldt, “ the cry of the jaguar comes from.
the tops of the trees : and in this case it was follow-

.4 by the sharp and leng whistling of the monkeys,

which appeared to flee from the danger that threaten-
ed them.” But horses, oxen, and sheep, are his fa-
vourite seizures, and the depredations committed are
sometimes very extensive.  Nor is it to be wondered
at that the inroads of these creatures are looked up-
on with norror, when one is possessed of sufficient
strength to carry off a horse; and their numbers are
so prodjgious, that 4000 were killed annually ia the
Spanish Colonies, and 2000 were exported every
year from Buenos Ayres alone.

- \\'ilkn‘l Tllastrations.
+ Humboldt, Pers. Nar.

.

»
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¥~ Among the Pampas of Pnraguay,( great havoc is
' committed among the herds of hoses, and’the swift-
uess of the courser is unavailing before one of these
relentless foes. Fear seems to paralyze his efforts,
a spring brings the forfaidable assailant upon his
back, and he is either brought to the ground by the
weight, or the xeck is broken by a blow or twist on
the muzzle, A full grownejaguar is quite able to
2 drag off a horse. Azara caused the body of a horse
which had newly fallen a victin to this animal, to be
drawn within musket shot of a tree, in which he in-
tended to pass the night, anticipating that the Jaguar

would return”in the course of it to its vietimr; but

«:hile he was gone to prepare for the adventure, e
vimal returned from the opposite side of & large
and deep river, and lmvjng‘ seized the horse ‘with its
teeth, drew it for about sixty paces to the water,
swam across with its prey, and then dréw it into a
neighbouring wood, in sight the whole time of a per-
son whom D'Azara had left concealed to,_observe
what might happen before his return. Its prey,
however, is Very various, and ite taste by no means
confined to what may fe cllled the finer game of
the plain or forest. They “take the water' very
freelys and are said even'to fish in 4he shzllows,

._ seizing the fish with their patvs. I am not sure
that we have very good authority for this, but as the
common domestic cat has been known to be a suc-
cessful angler, the Jjaguar ;Imy have stnilar abilities.
We have better authority for their partiality to fur-

[ ]
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tles. Humboidt relates, “ We were shewn large
shells of turtles emptied by the jaguars. These ani- |
mals follow the arraus towards the beaches, when
the laying of eggs is to take place. They surprize
them on the sand ; and ir: order to devour them at
their ease, turn them in such a manner that the un-
der shell is uppermost. In this sitvation the turtles
cannot rise; and as the jaguar turns many more
than he can eat inlone night, the Indians often avail
themselves of his cunning and malignant avidity.
When we reflect on the difficulty that the naturalist
finds in getting out the body, without separating the
upper and under shells, we cannot c"uough admire,
ths suppleness of the tiger's paw, which empties the 3
double armour of the arraus, os if the adhering, ~
parts of the muscles had been cut by means of a sur-
gical instrument. The jaguar pursues the turtle
quite into the water, when not very deep. It even
digs up the eggs; and, together with the crocodile,
the herons, and the gallinago vulture, is the most
cruel enémy of the little turtles recently hatched.” *
Like their congeners,” they do not attack man
when uhannoyed, but are neither very easily scared
from their prey, nor db they readily flee from his ap-
proach.  Théy will often follow travellers, Humboldt
remarks, even when they will not attack them, skirt-
ing the road, and appearing only at intervals among
the bushes ;4 and daring his long abode in Ame-
rica, the same traveller heard of only one example of
* IHumboldt, Pers. Nar. i p. 492 + Ib. iv. p. 176.
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'fl Llanera who was found torn in hisshammock op-

posite the island of Achaguas.® 1In another part of
the Narrative of this accomplished traveller; we have
the following anecdote, which shows the jaguar to
be very easily frightened ; we doubt, however, if the
forbearance of the animal would: have been very
long continued. _* Two Indian children, a girl and
*a hoy, the one about seven, the other about nine
years old, were at play on the outskirts of the same
village, when a large jaguar, about two o'clock in
the afternoon, came out of thé woods and made to-
wards them, playfully bounding along, his head down
and his back arched, in the mauner of a cat. He .
approached the boy in this way, and began to play
With bim ; nor was the latter even sensible _of his
dunger, until the jaguar struck him so hard on the
head with his paw, as t3 draw blood, whereupon tha
little girl, with a small switch which sho had in her
hand, struck him, and he was already bounding back
again, not at all irritated, to his retreat, when the
Indians of the village, alarmed by her cries, tame up
to them."” »

The jaguar is generaly hunted with dogs, which
run him to bay, or muke hinstake refuge in o tree,
where, he is kept till the goming up of the huntes,
who shoot him or disable him with their long
spears. He is also said to be hunted singly, the
huntsman having his left arm defended by a sheep's

* Humboldt's Pers. Nar. iv. 436, Azary mentions more
frequent attacks on man.
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skin, on whizh he receives the animal's spring,
stabs him with a spear about five feet in length.

Jaguars are ‘occasionally met with having the
ground colour of the skin of a very deep brown
tinge, almost approaching to black ; on these the
markings are of a still deeper shade. This variety
is rare, and has never heen well or, characteristically
figured, and we regret having been unable to pro-
cure a drawing frpm well preserved or living speci-
mens.  Azara has also mentioned a white variety,
with the rings appearing darker in particular lights.
This seems to be still more rare, and we are not
aware of any specimen having beerlately seen in
Europe. \
" Next to this animal, we have ventured to pc:ir.tf>t
out what we consider will be the distinguishing cha-
racters of one which is yet almost unknown.
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THE OUNCE. *

3 Felis uncia—LiNyxvs.
k. PLATE XIII, &
[ The Ounce, Plate w Grifith’s Anigal Kingdom, ii. p. 4687

Wiex the J;rescm. series of volumes were com-

menced, we Hoped that they would come inte the *

ds of many, besides those of the professing na-

ralist.  'While it is attempted to give a general

: view of the different branfhes, as fyr as tity can
be carried by our knowled«u aé the time, it is alo
hoped that rare or doubu'nl species ma¥y be ocea-
sionally restored, by having the attention of indivi-
duals directed to them. 4n the present tribe of ani-
mals there are many opportunities where this might
happen ; for among the mfiny thousands of skins
which are annually imporfed a¢ articles of trade, how
few are looked at with the view of furthenng the de-
scriptians of the animals that once bofe them; arid
when one is noticed as different from the rest, it is
generally passed over as merely an accidental occur-
rence. This is the only apology. we can offer for
mu'nducmg the Ounee with a separate ylaw and title,
and it may succeed in directing the attention of those
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who have ofportunities of seeing numbers of the skingf
of the Large Spotted Cats. \

The Ounce is first noticed by Buffon, who de-
scribes it as an animal of considerable size, of a grey-
ish-white, yellowish on the upper parts, and with
the hair much more lengthened than in any of the
other spotted cats.

Both Temminck ard Cuvier Jeave out the Ounce
in their descriptiot’s of the Felinwe, and we should have
been éontent to have merely mentioned it, as describ-
ed by Buffon, had not the plate in Griffith's Animal
Kingdom, and the notes in the same work by Major
Smith, given us some grounds for thinking that it
will one day constitute a very interesting speciey, )
The figure in Griffith is taken from a specimen whigk
was in'the Tower of London, brought from the Gulf
of Persia, It corresponds in a remarkable degree
with Buffon's representation ; and Major Smith is
suid to have once met with a skin also from the Gulf
of Persia, and from the length of the fur, which was
shaggy, he conjectured it to be from the higher
mountain ranges of that country. *

The Baron Cuvier, in his observations on Buffon’s
plate, does not mention, and seems to overlook, the
long rnd shaggy hair, which we would consider as
one of the most marked characters of the species,
and one by which a person comparatively unac-
quainted with the subject, would distinguish it from
the leopard o panther. Our plate is a copy from

* Griffith’s Animal Kingdom, . 459,
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L .
that of Buffon, with a slight variation’ of attitude,
and we think that naturalists who have the-opportu-
nity of seeing or receiving specimens from Northern
or Western Asia, should keep this species or variety
(whichever it may prove)‘in recollection.

P

YOL. 1L 5
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THE CHATL
Felis mm:A__F. Covien,
PLATE"XIV.—FexALe.

Le chad femelle, Felis mitis, Fred. Cuvier, Histoire Na-
turelle des Mammiféves—Y¥elis chati, Temminck, Mono-
graphies, p. 150,.—Felis chibigouazow, Desmarest, Mam-

malogie, p. 221. i

' Tue first modern notice of this beautiful speue;‘ ,
is in the magnificent work of Frederic Cuvier, whg," '
gave his figure_and descriptjon from a living speci-
. men in the Paris Menagerie, and which has been
now used for our illustration.  This also served Des-
marest for his descriptive letter-press to the Encyclo-
pedie Methodique, but he identifies it with the Chi-
bigouazou of Azara, while Temminck, who uses
much of the same matenals for his “ Monographies,”
consides it distinct from that animal, and completes
his description from a skin which he received from
Rio de Jangiro, and thus to a certain extent fixes
the Jocality of the afimal, of which Frederic Cuvier
was ignorant.

Being unable to-see specimens of this animal, we

have followed Urederic Cuvier, and give his description

of the female. It was procared alive from a dealer

o

-
—
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it came. It now seems to be pretty,well aspartained
that the species is & native of South America, and that
it will most probably be identified with some of the
doubtful species whieh hate been described by the
older travellers in that country.
. “ This is a very beautiful and graceful animal, and
possesses all the general chasacters of the diurnal
cats. It is about one-third larger than the domestic
cat, being in length, exclusive of the tail, rather"more
than two feet; and in height, at the middle of the
back, about cne foot two inches. The tail is eleven
inches in lengtTw. The ground colour of the fur, on *
(he upper parts of the body, is of a pale vellowish
tifge ; on the lower parts it is pure white; nt the
roots it is of a dull grey, and it is yery thifk and
close. The whole body is covered with irregular
dark patches ; those upon the back are entirely black,
and are disposed longitudinally in four rows. Those
upon the sides are surroubded with black, have the
contres of a clear fawn colour®, and are arranged
in nearly five rows. The ¥pots upon the Jower part
of the body, where the growfd colonr of thé fur is
white, are full, and appear afranged in two lines,
composed of six or seven patches oo eac1| side. . The
limbg are covered with nearly round spots of smaller
dimensions ; and upon the fore legs, nesr thie body,

'F Brest, without his being able to ascerfain whence

* Tomminck calls these spofs irtcgul,:ul_v surrounded with
black, and having the centre of & reddish fawn colour.—
Manographics, p. 150, =
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there are two transverse bands. Upon the 'tlni].‘&'l
there isva sort .of half collar, and upon the under |

jaw two crescent-formed spots ; behind each eye
run two bands, about two inches in length, which
terminate opposite the ear. The forehead is bordered
by two lines, between which there are numerous spots,
and at their origin there is a bluckish mark from
whence the whiskers spring. The outside of the
ear is black, with & white spot upon the small lobe.
The base of the tail,is spotted with small blotches,
which, towards the extremity, run into balf rings,
broadest upon the upper surface. The pupil of the
eye of the chati is round; in other pam of its for-
yhation, and in its motions, it is said to resemble
comnfon eat; it also utters a similar cry, only thnlth‘?
is o little harsher and more, lengthened.”

The animal from*which F. Cuvier took his de-
scription was extremely gentle ; towards those with
whom it was familiar, and who did not approach its
cage, it would express its discontent by a short cry,
and when caressed would shew the greatest satis-
faction and delight. It'was from this mild temper
that its first dewnber applied 1o it the trivial name
of Mitis.

" a "
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I'HE HUNTING-LEOPARD.

Felis jubata,—Scurenen.
.
PLATE *XV.:
Felis jubata, Sckreber, tab. 105, —Fdlis Guépnrd, Temminek,
Manographies, p. 89— Desmarfst, Mammalogie, p.’ 22—
Cynailurus jubata, Wagler.

* -
Tts is one of the most curious and interesting

A animals of the Feline race. Possessing at first siht

‘all the colour, marking, agd appearance of tlfe Jarger
spotted cats, one becames surprised, upon closer
examination, to find the forn® of the dog almost in-e
terwoven in its appearance. Its alliance to the dog
is still more confirmed by the disposition being so
canine as to be susceptible of training, so, that the
animal will obey the orders of its master. In con-
finement, or when tamed, it exhibits great mildness
and affection ; one which Frederic Cuvier describes,
being so domesticated as to five at lapge, and i, the
compfany of children and domestic anymals. *

The hunting-leopard is a native of both Africa
and India; but, of late, naturalists bave suspected
that the animals from these coufitries were distinct,
the Indian species being gaid to be®more dog-like,
1o stand higher upon its legs, and to have a more

-
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seanty mane, or rathier nearly to want that appendage ®|
This has enggested for it the title of “ Maneless Hunt-
ing-Leopard,” F. venatica ; while the former appel-
lation of jubata has been retained for the African
animal only. We cannot af present decide this point,
but we think it is‘exmemuly probable that two spe-
cies ore involved in the common synonyms which
are given. Baron Cuvier was of opinion that this
animal should stand in a separate genus, of the pro-
priety of which there can be no doubt ; and it has in
fact been removed by Wagler under the title Cynai-
lurus. R
Desmarest gives the length of the hunting-leo. |

pard as three feet six inches, exclusive of the ta], A
Temminck gives that of a very large specimen, pu'
nearly five feet., The tail is, rather long in propor-
tion to the body, reacking to about the shoulder of the
animal.  Qur description we have copied from that
of Mr Bennet, taken from two living males in the
Tower of London. Tt is mdre correct than any thing
we could give ourselves; and that gentleman’s ob-
servations on the form and structure, are both ju-
* dicious and interesting,”

X The hunting-leopard forms a sort of connecting
link between two groups of animals, otherwise‘com-
pletely separated, and exhibiting scarcely any other
character in common than the carnivorous propensi-
ties by which both are, in a greater or less degree,
actuated and inspired. Intermediate in size between
the leopard and the hound, he is more slender in his
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5 body, more elevated “on his legs, and Jass flattened
on the fore part of his head than the former; while
= he is deficient in the peculiarly graceful and length-
ened form, both of head and body, which characte-
rizes the latter. His tail is entirely that of a cat;
and his limbs, although more elbngated than any
other species of that group, seem rather fitted for
* strong muscular exertion, than for active and long
continued speed, - v
“In the number and form of his teeth, in the aspe-
rity of his tongue, in the conformation of the organs
of sense, and in the number of his claws, he accu-
rately correspbnds with the legitimate species of the *
wenus Felis.  The principal character in which he
liffers from them, consists in the slight degrea of re-
tractility of these latter ofgans. Instead of being
withdrawn within sheaths appropriate for the pur-
pose, as in the cats properly so called, fhe claws of
the hunting-leopard are capable of only a very limited
retraction within the skin, and are consequently ex-
posed to the action of the ground on which they
tread, their points and edges being thus rendered
liable to be blunted by the constant pressure 0 which
they are subjected, almost to the same extent s in
dogs.  The slightest consideration of® the usges to
which the claws are applied, by the whole of the
Feline tribe, in whom they are, in fact, in® conse-
quence of their extreme power and sharpness, organs
, of offence, if possible, more deadly and more de-
# structive than the teeth, will teach us, that the io-
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dification which has just been described as so import- g
ant a part of thejr organization, must of necessity be |
accompanied by a corresponding change in manuers
and habits; and that circumstance alone, and the want
of analogous structure in any other animal, could
justify us in continuing to class the Chetah among
the cats, from which he differs in so essential a par-
ticular. L ;
“ In outward farm, however, notwithstanding his
more slender make, the difference between them is
by no means great, His head, although more ele-
vated and prominent in front, exhibits the same broad
* lateral expansion, caused by the thick mass of mus-
cle, which acts g0 powerfully upon the throat and
dilated jaws of the cats, and imparts to them thy
tremenilous force and eFect for which they are %o
remarkable.  His legs, notwithstanding their in-
creased lenith and slender proportions, retain all the
elastic springiness, by means of which the leopard
or the tiger are enabled tosbound with so much vi-
gour and velocity upon their unsuspecting prey.
His air and manners, t¢o, are unquestionably those
of the cats ; and his mesde of colouring, which we shall
next~proceed to deseribe, although exhibiting very
ptenljar and ‘marked distinctions, offers so cose au
analogy to that of the jaguar and the leopard, that
were we to regard this character alone, it would be
impossible to arrange him in a different group from
that which comprehends those beautifully spotted ,
but ferocious beasts, s fur, however, it must be
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,;rem‘arked, has little of the sleekness Wirich characte-

rizes those animals, but exhibits, gn the contrary, a
peculiar crispiness, which is not to be found in any
other of the tribe.

* His ground colour is a Lright yellowish fawn above,
and nearly pure white beneath, covered above and
on the sides by innumerable closely approximating
spots, from half an inch to aninch in diameter, which
are intensely black, and do not, al in the leopard and

* other spotted cats, form roses with a lighter*centre,

but are full and complete. These spots, which are
wanting on the chest and under part of the body,
(ure Jarger onthe back than on the head, sides, and

A:::‘mbs, where they are more closely set; they are

4

s0 spread along the tail, forming on the.greater
past of its extent, interrupfed rings, which, Kowever,
become continuous as they agproach its extremity,
the three or four last rings surrounding it completely.
The tip of the tail is white, as is also the whole of
its under surface, withethe exeeption of the rings
iust mentioned ; it is equally covered withlong hair
throughout its entire lengfh, which is more than half
that of the body. Thé ousside of the eafs, which *
are short and rounded, is merked by a broad black
spot at the base; the tip, as also th inside, Vemg
whitish.  The upper part of Yiis head'is of a deeper
tinge; and he has a strongly marked flexudus black
line, of about half an inch in length, extending from
the inner angle of the eye to the angle of the
mouth. The extremity of the nose is black, like

VOL. IL T
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that of the doZ. The mane, from which he derivis. «

his scientific name, is not very remarkable; it con- o
sists of a series of longer, crisper, and more upright {
hairs, which extend along the back of the neck and » 3P
the anterior portions of the spine.” fﬂ
We observed thiat the disposition of those animals /M
was so much allied to that of the dogs, that they were } |

capable of being trained for the chase ; it is, however,
more properly simitar to the species of docility which
characterizes a falcon, and the employment of the
hunting-leopard may be compared to the sport of fal-
conry. The natural instinct teaches to pursue the
game ; the reward of a portion of it, of of the blood, *
induces them to give it up, and agnin subject them- \
selves to their master. It is in India that this spon'}d
is pursubd ; in Africa thehunting-leopard is only va-
lued for his skin, which is worn by persons of con-
sequence, ot the ehiefs of tribes ; and brings a high
price on exportation.
At an early period of the Mogul empire *, these
animals were employed in the greatest numbers ; and
it appears certain that others of this race were also
used. ¢ Leopards aml lynxes were kept for the
chasing of deer, and ‘also tigers for seizing boars.”
Althongh it s not likely that it was the real tiger
* This sport uppeun'lo have had a very early origin,
TFrom Sir William Jones,we learn that ¢ Hushing, prabably
cantemporary with Minos, and king of Persia, B. C, 555,
was the first who used dogs and leopards for hunting, and
introduced the filhion of wearing the furs of wild beasts in
winter."—Vol. v. p, 508
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¥which was employed, it is evident thit4here was at
¥ {least three animals so distinct as to entitl‘g them to
E” various denominations. It is said that some of the
& emperors, in their great hunting expeditions, were
accompauied to the field with a thousand bunting-

leopards. :
. At the present period this sport is confined en-
tirely to India and Persia, and the hunting-leopards
. alone is employed in it. They are so tame and
" gentle, as to be led ghout in a Jeash like greyliounds,

but when brought ? i

o the hunting-field, they are car-
ried either on an elephant, or on horseback on a pad
‘behind the rider, but more generally on a cart made-
for the purpose, and drawn by oxen. This carries both
F_ ? be sportsmen and his attendants, and npon ap-
" . e . .
' proaching the game, the animal ig unhooded and
- slipped. But the description #f a chase by one who

has enjoyed the sport, will give tire best’idea of the
manner in which it is conducted. p

« Just before we reached our ground, the shuter
suwars, (camel courier,) who always moved on our

f flanks in search of game, feported a herd of ante-
. lopes about half a mile out of the line of match, and
L the chetahs being at hand, We went in pursuit_of

them.» The leopards are each nccomm'gdated gvith a

flat-topped cart, without sides,’ drawn by two bul-
locks, and each animal has two attendants. They
’ are loosely bound by a collar and rope to the back
| of the vehicle, and are also held by the keeper by a
strap round the loins, A leathern hood covers, the
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. L
eyes. Thesdhtelopes being exceedingly timid
wild, the best wqy to enjoy the sport is tosit on the |

cart alon?side the driver ; for the vehicle being built
like the hacheries of the peasants, to the sight of
which the deer are accustamed, itis not difficult, by
skilful managemént, to approach within 200 yards

of the game. On this aoccasion we had three che-

tahis in the field, and e proceeded towards the spot
where the herd hadl been scen, ‘in a line with aif in-

tervalof 100 yards between each cart On emer-

ging from a cotton field, we canie in sight of four an-
telopes, and my driver managed to get within 100

was quickly unhooded and loosed from his bonds .
and ag soon as he viewed the deer, he dropped
guietlysoff the cart, on Gnc.oplmi(c side to that on
which they stood, agd approached them at a slow
crouching canter, enasking himself by every bush and
inequality which lay in his way. Assoon, however,
as they began to shew alarm, he quickened his pace,
and was’in the midst of them in a few bounds.

' He singled out a dd, and ran it close for about
200 yards, when he eeacled it with a blow of his
paw, srolled it over, #nd in an instant was sucking
1% life's-bloo® from its throat. .

« One of *the other chetahs was slipped at the
same time, but after making four or five desperate
bounds, by which.he nearly reached his prey, sud-
denly gave up glie pursuit,"and came growling sulkily
back to his cart. "

»
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, * # As soon as the deer is pulled down, 4 keeper runs
up, hoods the chetal, cuts the vigim's throat, and
securing some of the blood ina wooden ladle, thrusts
it under the leopard's nose. The antelope is then
dragged away, and placed in a receptacle under the
hachery, while the chetah is rewarded with a leg for
hig pains.” .
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THE OCELOT.
Felis pardalie—Lixy xus,
Praxes XVL and XVIT. .

Felis pardalis, Linnaus—TFdlis ocelot, Temminek, Mono-
graphies, p. 144, — Desmarest, Mammalogie, p. 222.—
Mexican Tiger, Pennand, History of Quadrupeds, i.

. % 267, —Ocelot, Hamilton Smith, in Grigsth's Curier, ii,
P 475.—Wilson's Iilustrations of Zoology, pl, xvii, \

Tt is a very beautiful and graceful little specicg,} '
at the sime time it is easily tamed, and becomes very
« playful, good-tempere, and familiar. Like the ja-
guar of the Jame Zountry, it is subject to consider-
able variety in the form and distribution of the mark-
ings; but the colouring is aiways chaste and beauti-
ful, and the rich reddish or tawny of the ground tint,
blends finely with the defp brown, or almost black,
* on the bdrders of the spots.
WThe best tiftions of the ocelot that we are
aware of, are those drawn by Major Hamilton Emith,

*  for Grifiith’s edition’ of Cuvier ; they are full of °
charactef, and represent four variations in the mark-
ings of the animal, while another plate represents a
fifth, which the Major considers a distinet species.
The ocelots, that gentleman thinks, form a subordi-
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té group in the great family of the ‘i"aium. and he
lescribes shem as being of middlessize, bgtween the
smaller cats, of more slender and elegant
preportions, without tuftg on the ears, the markings
diverging more or less ifi open chain-like spots or
streaks from the shoulders, backwards and down-
wards. They all belong to the New World ; but
“thére are two or three species of the Old that re-
semble them in several particulirs, and therefore
“might form the next group *. i

In the four varieties above mentioned, the ground

colour varies, on different parts of the body, from . .
awny-yellow?o rufous, and to grey tinged witlered :
i the markings change from lengthened chain-like
sireaks, surrounded with a éiark margin, to spdts like
those on the jaguar, and go solid streaks and Wotches
of black. The spots and blotches are frequent on the o
legs of all the varieties ; but the thain-fike streaks
appear only on the neck, sides, and loins. Upon
the back, the blotches oftén run together, forming an
irregular but continuous dark line. The rufous co-
lour prevails chiefly on l.he l:esul, neck, and_ shoul-
ders,

Temminck gives the length ofa full-.grown ocela
at fronw three feet and a half to four fegt, inclading
the tail, which is from 11 to 15 inches. Specimens
of this animal have been brought from Mexico, Bra-

* Griffith’s Cuvier, ii. p. 475 —A vory neer prototype to
the ocelots of the New World will be secn in the subjects
of plates xxi. and xxii. °

f .
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i), Guiana,"and Surinam. It inhabits the foreste;
and climys treescexpertly in search of prey, whlch
consists of birds and small animals,
The subject of our ﬁrst. illustration of the ocelot !

is copied from Mr Wilsons plate.  The original was
a painting by Mosses of Liverpool, in the possession
of Dr Traill. It was a female, and measured, ex-
clusive of the tail, about 2 feet 92 inches, the tail

11} inches. The upper part of the head is deep 4
tawny, streaked with blackish-brown. A black-"
ish streak passes from the upper and inner canthus
of each eye to the forchead, between the ears, in a
" converging manner ; and between them there are s
veral delicate lines of the same colour. Ano::?}
strongly expressed str |pe passes from the outer W
thus of the eges to thé angles of the lower jaw,
where an irregular blackish bar passes upwards, to
within an fnch o' the outer edge of the ears, From
the angles of the jaw, two stripes pass downwards,
and megt in front of the throat. The ears are thin,
and blackish externally, with a spot of pure white
on the back of each. There is a patch of pure white

at the &ngles of the mduth; beautifully speckled with
hred rows of black™dots, which lie at the roots of
the nlmssm. chin and throat white, with blackish
bars ; the gmund-colonr of the breast less pure ; that ;
of the belly and insides of the legs dull grey. Around '
the eye are white marks, nearly iuclosing the orbit,
but interrupted by the blackish stripes above de-
scijbed, There are four chains of open lengthened’

o



THE 0CELOT. 209

e
5pots dn each side, more or l,eag distinet, sloping
own from the shoulder towards the fighks. The
ey irregularly marked with numerous black

|| spots, differing in size anyl shape. The tail is barred

with black on its sides and dorsal line, but is not an-
nulated as in some of the varieties.”

‘We have the following additional particulars of
the habits of this paimal in Me Wilson's account.
* She is remarkably playful, much inclined to climb
up the legs of those who appfbach her (an inconve-
nient tendency, from the length and sharpoess of her
claws), and delights in being carried about ir: peo—
Ple’s arms like a cat.  She is an extremely power-
ful animal, but gentle through the influence of do-
mestication, and attached to those who feed her.
She one day seized a hamoiy leatfier glove, which
she tore to pieces, and swallowed immediately. . The
person to whom the glove belonged could not rescue
it with the strength of both his hands.  While young,
this animal was fed on oatmeal porridge &nd milk,
and has been all along sustained chiefly by milk and
vegetables, with occasiomallyea bit of boiled-liver, or
other offal. The nature of the diet has obyicusly a
considerable influence on her disposition. Whei fa-
rinaceous food and milk prevail; she is Certainly more
tractable than when animal food is given in any con-
siderable quantity ; and when treated with live birds
or raw flesh, she is observed to assums greater fierce-
ness in ber aspeet, and to stiike more forcibly with
her fore-paws at padsing animals. She has sGme-
VOL. 11 . U
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times made her escape from confinement, and exhi-
bited a power of climbing trees with great ease and
activity. She has ocmxonnlly committed consider-
able havoc in the poultry-yard, and has more than
once greatly alarmed a horse by jumping on its back
in the stable. In this last feat, however, the Ocelot
seemed to be actuated rather by a désire for society
than the love of mischief, for she coiled herself up
on the hind quarter, evidently with the view of ef-
fecting a settlement foi the purpose of repose : but
the plunging of the borse induced ber to use her
<laws to render her seat more secure,, Upon this
the steed, as might be expected, redoubled his exer- '\
tions to dislodge the enemy, and the Ocelot was g
last t.hmwn, receiving insher descent a kick which:
sha never afterwards forgoty for it has been since

* observed, that, on_seéing a.horse, she immediately

betakes herself toher den. A house-dog and ¢ puss’
speedily acquired a knowledge of each other's powers,
and neitker seemed disposed to court an attack. It
is believed, however, thyt no dog counld have any
chance with this animal: herjaws would have crush-
ed at_once any bone in its body. A few days be-
foke her depacture from Liverpool to London, she
occasioned a« seriony alarm. Being secured by a
long chgin, in front of a cottage door, she suddeniy
threw down a young girl of four years old, and, to
the Lorror of the beholders, appeared to seize the
child by the throat. This was, however, intended
mertly as play, for neither ber sharp teeth nor crook-



THE*%&ARG.\Y.
Felis tigrina—Layxzus,

Felis tigrina, Liznaus.—Le Margay, Buffon.—Félis mar.
gy, F. tigrina, Temminck, Monographies, p. 152.—Des-
marest, Mammalogir, p. 232. .

Tais little species rivals the ocelot in the’ beauty
of its markings, The ground-colour of the ekin is of a
pale fawn colour, white on the lower parts. The heact
~ and neck are adorned with black longitadinal bands;
narrow and distinet upon the crown, and becoming
broad upon the neck. Upon the cheeks sre three
lines ; upon the throat g crescent-shaped gofget ; and
upon the neck and breast numerous transverse bands,,
The back and sides aré marked with ‘open circular
rings, surrounding a centre of a redder tinge than
that of the body, the fvhole surrounded irregularly
with a black line. The thighs and tail are ringed
with black and tawny bands ; the insides of the for-
mer with black and white. *Mr Temminck considers
this to have been confounded with the last, but gays
it i casily distinguished by its comparatively small
size, and the shortness of its tiil. The whole length
is only 2 feet 2 inches, of which the tail makes near-
ly 8} inches. It is a native of Brazil, and M. Tem-
minck has also received it from Sufinam.
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times made her eseape from confinement, and exhi.
bited a power of climbing trees with great ease and
activity. She has occasionally committed consider-
able havoc in the poultry-yard, and has more than
once greatly alarmed a horse by jumping on its back
in the stable. In this last feat, however, the Ocelot
seemed to be actuated rather by a desire for society
than the love of mjschief, for she coiled herself up
on the hind quarter, evidently with the view of ef-
fecting a settlement for the purpose of repose : but
the plunging of the borse induced her to use her
¢laws to render her seat more secure., Upon this

the steed, as might be expected, redoubled his exer- |
tions to Wislodge the enemy, and the Ocelot was at
last lhrqwn. receiving in her descent a kick whieh

shz never afterwards forgots for it has been since

* ohsegved, that, on ‘see?mg a. horse, she immediately

betakes herself to her den. A house-dog and ¢ puss’
speedily acquired a knowledge of each other's powers,
and neitber seemed disposed to court an attack. It
is believed, however, that no dog could have any
chance with this animal ; herjaws would have crush-
ed at once any bone jn its body. A few days be-
fore her (Iepa"mre from Liverpool to London, she
occasioned asserious alarm. Being secured ‘by a
long chain, in front of a cottage door, ¢he suddenly
threw down a young girl of four years old, and, to
the horror of the beholdess, appeared to seize the
child by the throat. This was, however, intended
merely as play, for neither her sharp teeth nor erook-

‘
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ed talons inflicted Lhe sllgbtest injury, anl, after
tumbling over each otller more than once, the child
Jwas taken up severely frightened, but no way hure *.”
So much for this Ocelot in part;‘ular.

Our second illustration (PL. XVIL) is from a spe-

. cimen in the Museum of the College. It had also

been kept tame for some time, and, though exces-
sively mischievous, it exhibited all the playful fami-
Liarity of the preoedmg The ground-colour of the
skin of thig specimen was paler than usual, and of
a general tinge, more approachmg to a tawny-yel-
logv. The chain-like markings were of greater length
than’ in the last, and there were few intermediate
spots. The markings on the back also were neither
so dark nor“so much joined.

Tt is in this plece we must mention an animal fi-
gurad and described by zdﬂJOI‘ Smith 4 under the
name of " v \

THE LINKED OCELOT.

Felis catenate—HAMT TOX SMqiTH.

Tms is considered by that genllcmnn 88 an un-

doubtetispecies, though two specimens only had

been seen df it, the one in Mr Bullock’s museum,
the other in the museum at Berlin.  The latter was
examined also by Professor Lichtenstein, and the
conclusion arrived at was, that-it was distinct from

* Wilsqn's Hlust. Zook ‘1: In Griffith's Cuvier.

4
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the F.pardalis. The great disfinction is in the
Jengthened arrangement of ‘the markipgs, which even
upon the legs assume the form of lengthened spots
with an open centif,  We give the Major's descrip-
tion in his own words, “ It is abont the size of a
wild cat ; the legs are, in proportion, shorter than the
ocelot ; the head and body heavier ; the mane, for8-
head, under the eyes, avms, shoulders, back, rump,
hind-legs, and ml are of a reddish-yellow colour ;
the temples ochrey; the cheeks, throat, belly, and
inside of the legs, white. Several rows of black spots
from the ears converge on the forehead. There isa
single streak from the outer angle of the-eye to be-
low the ear.  On the shoulders, back; sides, rump,
and hams, there are long chain-like streaks of black
and reddish brown, intermixed ; the belly and throat
have black smaks.,nnd the tail has unpetfect black

anpuli.” %

THE LONG.TAILED OCELOT.
Pdo‘: ma‘émrut—-Nnvwxn.

Felis macrourus, Prince Maximilian of Nr—'mcd —Félis
oceloide, Temminok, Moncyraphies, 147.—Neu\ fed Cat,
- Griffith's &ﬂm{‘ P

Tuis elegant little species was discovered by the
Prince Maximilian of Neuwied, during his travels in
Brazil, where it is known under the name of * Gotto
Pintado Domate.” Temminck considery that this
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bas long been knownto naturalists as a variety o
the common ocel)ty and thinks that even the cha-
racters which Linnzus drew up for his F. pardalis
were partly taken from this animal.

Temminck gives the tosdl length of an adult male
a4 8 feet 8 inches, of which the tail made 1 foot 7
inches ; that of a young male was only 2 feet 4
inches. The ground-solour of the skin is of a
clear ochraceous-yeilow, and brighter upon the sides.
The lotver parts are white. The forehead is marked
with five bands, more or less distinet, and upon
the cheeks there are two which run transverse-
" iy, the upper one from the corner of ‘the eye, the

lower from the whiskers. On the throat and fore
part of the neck, there are four crescent-shaped bands,
and upoh the upper part of the back there are six
Jongitudinal streaks, four of which run upon the
back; 'and thie twolateral oues bend down upon the
fore-limbs, The rest of the body is covered with
irregular lengthened blotehes, which form an inter-
rupted line upon the back, and which, on the limbs,
assume the form of small round spots. There are

“none of the beautifully sirrounded spots, with a pale
centre,” which so strikingly characterise the ocelot.
The tail is semi-annulated, and black at the tip.® In
habitsit resembles the shape of the ocelot.

.

s

{

\

L

—



214 -

“h
THE ‘MARGAY.
Felis ﬁyri;a—h:\mms.

Felis tigrina, Livnaus.—Le Margay, Buffon.~Féis mar.
gay, . tigrina, Temminck, J{nnographu':, p. 152, —Des-
marest, Mammalogleep. 232, (

Tuis little species rivals the ocelot in the beauty
of its markings, The ground-colour of the skin is of a
pale fawn colour, white on the lower parts. The head
and neck are adorned with black longitudinal bands
/' narrow and distinet upon the crown, and becoming
broad upon the neck. Upon the cheeks sve three
lines ; npon the throat 2 u‘esccm-nbvped gorget ; and
upon the neck and breast numerous transverse bande,,
The back and sides are marked’ with open circalar
rings, surrounding a centre of a redder tinge than
that of the body, the Wwhole surrounded irregularly
with a black line. The thighs and tail are ringed
with black and tawny bands ; the insides of the for-
mer with black and white. ‘Mr Temminck considers
this to have been confounded with the last, but mys
it ic easily d.m.ingnmbed Ly its comparatively small
size, and the shortness of its tail. The whole length
is only 2 feet 2 inches, of which the tail makes near-
ly 81 inches. It is a native of Brazil, and M. Tem-
minck has also received it from Sutinam.
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Felis minulo~TEMMINCR,

S Joava. —Kuwuk Javanese. — PL xix, Felis “Javafiensis,
Horsf- Zool. Resoarches in Javd,—Félis servalin, Felis
minuta, Temminck, Monographies, p, 130,

=l

l' e Piires XVIIL and XIX.

' ; Pl. xviii. Felis Sumatring, Horsfield, ?lool Researches in

' ;T figures' which accompany this description re- *

_APresent animals, at first sight, apparently very dif-
erent, and they have, in fact, been descriled as
different species, It is pow, howevgr, pretfy well
ascertained, that they are the soung and the adult
states of the same mimal\md, on*this atcountwe
have thought it better to adopt the name given to it
by Temminek (though it*is s bad one), than to re-
tain the former names given to them from the coun-

LS

try in which they are found?

Both states are figurell by Dr Horsfield,” in his
excellent Zoological Researched from imens cols
lected by Sir Stamford Raffles. The general ealour
of the adult is ferruginous, inclinifig to yellowish-grey,
more intense on the back, the crown of the head,
and upper part of the tail, paler on the sides, and
dassing into whitish-grey on the cheeRs, breast, ab-

i
{ ( domen, and the interior of the thighsand legs. Tle



216 SUMATRAN AND JAVANESE CATS.

back is marked with four dark brown lines, consisting {
of oblong confluers spots, which commence at the fore- ‘

liead, between the eyes, and pass along the back to
the root of the tail. The thgat is marked with several
transverse bands.  The spats on the sides of the body
are angular and seattered, without almost any regu-
larity, and are intensely brown, inclining to black.
As the various longitudinal series of spots approach
the lower part of the back and thighs, they increase
in number, 50 as almgst to cover those parts with ir-
regular oblong spots. Towards the feet the colour
is more uniformly rufous, and the marks are more mi-
nute.  On the upper part of the base of the tail, nar:
row trausverse lines are crowded together ; they arp \

paler @nd more distinet in the middle, and the tipy~

is nniformly. brown. 3

Temminck gives the entire length of this animal

z feet, of whicn the ta. measures about 8 inches.
The height is between 8 and 9 inches. This is con-
siderably less than the dimefisions given by Dr Hors-
field of the young or F. Javanensis, or of the size of
the specimen from which we took the drawing of
the latter, which we shall now describe.

«J he specimgen from which we took our figure of
Plate XIX. fgrms part of the collection in the Royal
Edmburgh Museum. The total length of the body
is 21 inches; the height, at the shoulders, 10}
inches *. The ground-colour of the upper parts is

* Dr Horsfield thus gives the dimensions of his F. Java- /

nensis, length of the body 1 foot 11 inches; of the tail 63
inches ; height at the shoulder, 7 inches,

"\
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reddish-grey, changing grauually fotpure white

"on the under parts of the body. - ©n the back there

_ " are four lines of lengthened spots, of a“deep rich

=i brown ; on the sides thrc are about four regular

' rows of rounder shaped Brown spots, and the limbs

are dotted with similar markings, decreasing in size

,as_they approach the feet ®. On the throat and

breast there are transverse baads of the same colour.

> . The upper part of the tail is crosséd with bands con-
l " sisting of spots. <

The Felis minuta has been found in Javaand Su-

i matra, but not upon the continent of India. Itis

found in the ®xtensive forests, where it forms a re-s °

l A“’Gat in hollow trees, remaining concealed during
= the day. At night, it ranges about in Ajyest of
i' food, and often visits the villages at the skirss of the
forests, committing depredatipns among the hen-
' roosts. The natives n\&:":o 4t an®uncops= "
lb sagacity, asserting that, nMorder to approach the
fowls unsuspected, and to surprise them, it imitates

3 theit voice. It feeds chiefly on birds, shd small
5 quadrupeds ; bat, in cases® of necessity, it also de-

vours carrion. 'This afiime} is perfectly suntame- -

able, and its natural fiercenes® is never subde.d by
. P

confinement . - 2
-

* In the specimen in the Masedm, the spots =0 rather
more crowded than they have been represented in the
Plate. X

:
o /s + Dr Hoxsfioli™s Researcheg in Java. 8
!
h
'

. )
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M. Temminck’s account confirms this fierce g m
untameable dispésition. He kept two of these cas
alive for two years, and the most gentle treatmens
was unavailing. They always kept themseives squat-
ted and concealed in the darkest corner of the cage,
and only came out when forced by hunger.

.
|
w
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THE BENGAL CAT.
Felis Bengalensis,—~PERNANT 7
i da *  PLATE XX.
: :
e

~ Tnug very different appearance which wge have
seen that many of the Felinetanimals assume at va-
rious ages, is extremely puzzling, especially when
only one or wvo skins can be examined. On thig *
[ @ccount, the next three figures are given with consi-
A derable doubt, and we at once confess tha"they do
‘ not exactly agree with the descriptions of he ani-
mals which have been imilarly nafied. They are,
however, very nearly alligd, and those to whiclghey®
are referred, are the onMawgoimals from the same
country to which they bear any resemblance. It is
‘ possible they may be undescribed altogether, but
' with a species of each onlwbefore us, we can scarce-
ly decide. The figures and descriptions msy be de. -
pended upon, and some of oussubscribers may fave
an op ity of seeing similar skinse and will per-
haps be so kind as inform us of the mwsult of their
- observations, 3
=== The length of the body to the base of the tail is
18 inches ; the tail wanted a little gf the tip, and
«r ' could not therefore be exactly measured. The height
"' of the shoulder is 9 inches. The ground colofir of
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the wpper parts i’ yellowish-brown, paler upon d}\
legs ; the hody thickly marked with lengthened spots,

sometimes taking a turn as if to form a circle. These
become smaller and more flumerous, and are round
upon the legs and toes. The ears are black at the
basesand tips. The forchead i« marked with irregular
Jines, which extend backwards and terminate in two-
broader stripes upon the back of the neck. There
are two datk lines upon the cheeks.  The tail at the .
base is spotted irrefularly, and towards the end be-
comes indistinetly ringed. The under jaw is pure
_white, surrounded by a band ‘of brownish-black. The
l-ell) is white, spotled with large black spots or\

patches. as in the jaguar; the base of the fore logs

has two dark bands, The whole hair is of a w oolly

texture, and the markings ase more blended with the

¢ ground colour than what ls,mpresemed in the plate.
‘L nis animal was mcewu from Java.

%



DIARD'S CAT.

Felis Diardii.—DzsxovLins.
PLATE XXI. MM.!:.—'XX‘IL Fraare.
TuE total length of the subject of Plate XXI. is

3 feet, of which the tail measures 16 inches, and the
height of theyshoulder, when standing erect, appears,

1o have been from 9 to 11 inches. The genefal co-

A lour of the fur of this specimen is of a ylowish-

~r

grey, the yellowish tingespredominating uﬁon the
face, breast, and limbsy the centreof the belly and
inside of the limbs areycreyifh-white. A stripcobe
deep black arises abo\:&iyebrow, and running
close to the base of the ears, becomes broader upon
the back of the neck, and joining there, it forms a
conspicuous black irregulyy line along the middle of
the back. This line is bordered on each side with a
narrow one of a yellowish shade, which is agair e
red by another line of black, making that in-the
centtd well marked and conspicuous. JThe céntre of
the forchead is marked with irregular lines and spots
running backward. Next to the central dorsal line .
the markings continue lengthened but irregular, but
apon the st they assume the form of irregular
patches having a paler centre, and surrounded -with
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a double marginl',of black. Two or three of thue‘f\
markings con the sides are very well defined. On
the shoulders and hind thighs they become less so,
but still keep the general npgeamnce ; upon the limbs
they assume the form of rounded spots, diminishing
in size as they reach the extremity, and between the
fore legs and upon the fore part of the belly, they-
are conspicuous among the white as brown blotches.
From beneath the eye arise two lines of black, whicl
approach and join upen the cheek; the parts, where
the whiskers spring, are marked with very nar-
xow dark streaks. The ears are short-and rounded,
black at the base and tips, the intermediate spaces \
grey, which is extended to the edge of the lower -
lobe ; at the base of the ear, on the side of the neck,
there is a gieyspot, which~gradually shades or is

"oy in the colour of the yeck. Under the throat
there is an indistinct trp~ “of a collar, and the mark-
ings on the eides of the neck run indistinctly across
the breas: in about three bands. The tail, of which
the fur is very ample, may be said to be grey above,
assuming a yellow tinge beneath, and for its whole
leng:h on the upper si's is indistinetly clouded with
a dall black, which sometimes runs so as to surround
a spot of the grey. On the lower side there are no

s,
'poThe subject of Plate XXIL is we believe a young
male (though in the Plate it is marked female). The
length of the body is 19 *nches, and not so stoutly
made as in the former, but the tail is longer, being

X
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/ )nearly 18 inches. In the whole fiy of this specimen
> the yellow tinge predominates, and 1s darkeit upon the
head. 'The forebead is marked in the same manner,
>y and the lines form the stongly defined dorsal streak ;

upon the sides the markidfys are more irregular than
l in the former, and only in one or two places there

-

,is an indication %o surround a paler centre. Upon
"the limbs the spots are as in the former. The cheeks
beanbo same markiugs, but the Iines upon tbc whis-
“kers are more distinct, the edge of the upper lip is
black, and the collar upon the throat with the pec-
toral bands are well defined. The black marlangs
on the tail are also more distinct. Both specnmens
AWvere received from Java.
- In both these specimens, the markings alwut the
' cheeks and head, and the enclosed.spets upon the
F sides, strongly remind us of tha Ocelot of the Ne
World; while the nm;Mf the tail, nno‘t_n;y
| same distribution of markings,pproach them to the
group which will contain the F. macrocelis from their
own country
The great discrepancy i in our species and the de-
“‘-‘"Puon by Desmoulins * of \ghe F. Diardii, is 3
great size given of that animal, s feet 4 inches, and
we must consider that this is some mistake. n the
plate given hy Griffith, there is no appearance of the

wu black ringsgvith grey centres, and the length of
tail is by no gheans proportional.

v * Dicti s Clussiquo Allistoire Naturelle.

T
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NEPAUL CAT.

Felis Nepalensis.—Honreriery and Vicors.

{PLATE XXIIL

Felizs Nepalensis, Horsfeld and Vigors, Zoological Jour-

nal, No, xv, p. 382,

™ Twais Wa of cat is described by Messrs Hory.
field and Vigors in the Zoological Journal, from

specin.elt in the Society's Museum at Braton Streed,

which ivas said to have been sent from Nepaul. The
» distinguishing characters of this species, say its de-
Séiisers, are its comparat? sy lengthened babit, and
the slenderness and jroportional length of the tail ;
the disp'osiﬁon of the marks on the flanks, and the
characters of these marks, as far as regards their di.
versified form; and the saturated or black patch
" ~ith which they are ipfividually marked at their up-
L) - ¢ .
par dr posterior edge. We have given a copy of
this enimal from the Zoological Journal, and shall
also give the description which accompanies it ; they
are the only published authorities for this species.
The length of the body is 1 foot 10} inches, it
of the tail 161, Length of the oo~ ciwremities
10 jnches, the posterior 12. < We may remark here,

.
L mm—
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. .
L
hat some of the cats are of proYortions long and

" # slender, and appear to run into the vivertjne groups

of the carnivora, by memns of the genus Prionodon,
and that this will most f’robably rank here.
“ The size of this animal is that of the Felis Ja-
vanensts ; its habit. more slender, the tail and neck
Jproportionally elengate.  The ground colour is grey,
with a very slight admixture*of tawny ; the bands

\aud spots of the hedd, back, neck, throat, abdomen,

and thighs, are of a deep black colour ; the superior
longitudinal bands resembling those of the Felis Ja-
wanensis. The ground colour of the throat and ab-
domen is m:nay white, the lower flanks being mark-
ed with a faint tawny longitudinal streak. The
theeks are streaked with Jwo parallel lonfsitudinal
lines, at the termination gf which follewsa trdnsverse

lunar mark, which passgs with a bold curve l‘o._tky
angle of the mouth, ne:wl a Very narrow pand

crosses the throat.

“ The sides of the neck appear marked with two
broad waving bands, at the termination of which
stands an oblong rvgula_;rl;' transverse band. The

neck underneath is nearly inggaculate. The al:p!\{(‘

der and flanks exhibit irreguir diversified magks,

the aiserior oblong, the posterior angular ; these are
. ) - . ..

of & mixed tawny sud black colour, and individually

h\be:u' above or posteriorly a broad dpsh of a suturated

ek colour : they are scattered over the sides with-

out any ™ longitudinal disposifion ; but they
have generally an oblique dircetion. -
VoL, 11, Y

/
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“ The abdomey is marked throughout with unis
form oval gpots, the anterior thighs within exhibiting
one, the posterior thighs two, broad black bands. The
rump and thighs are marked’ externally with round-
ish or oblong spots.  The fail above, to within about
an inch of the tip, has uniform roundish spots, which
posteriorly are arranged in regular tfinsverse bands” o
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THE SERVAL.
-
SOES Felis Serval.—J,. Cuvien.

v <
CR 5 Prare XXIV.

-

LeServal, F. Cuvier, Histoire Naturclle des Mammiferee.
— Mavesehal, Menagerie du Museum National.—Félis
Serval, Fel® Serval ot Capensis, Temminck, ‘\Ionogv‘ 3

K phies, p. 108

T'aE length of Frederig Cuvier's Serval! e&cluswe
of the tail, is 1 foot lH inches, that sof the ail 9
inches ; when standinggerect?® it is about 12 W
high at the shoulder, a w qumers about 15.
All the upper parts are of a yellowish tint, with
black spots, the lower p'u'ts white, also with black
, spots, but in less numbers, The most conspicuous
markings are upon the lnead and neck, where they
form symmetrical lines on%ggth sides, whlch w{
l or run towards the shonl Thg spots ‘on the
L~ othepart of the body are.placed irreggilarly. ® Their

| form on the back is lengtbened, and they seem to

be there disposed in four rows; upon the sides ot
W@hs they,are larger and round, and
y they ai , but equglly round®on the limbs ;

| while upon the head and muzzle they are remark-
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e
ably minute. T back of the ears is black at the®

base, whigh is succeeded by a transverse white bar;

the tips are of the same tololur with the body. On
the inside of the fore-limbs, there are two conspi-
cuous black transverse bars, and the hind limbs have
similar markings, but not o well defined; the last

" joints of the limbs are paler than tie general tint of
J P g AL

the body, and the #pots on them are round and very

small. The tail has eight blacK rings, and is finished |

by a tip of the same golour.
This serval was a very young male, and was re-
arkable for its gentleness and mild temper. It

sported in the manner of the common eat, attempt-

ing ofm to catch its taily and playing with wi atever
it eoulﬂ toll about with itg foot. The country where
this specimen came from was not known.

e We have given thia as the serval of Frederie Cu-
vier.  Azara deséribed »<at from South America,
which has been refesed to under the above name,
and unti} the publication of Temminck’s Monograph,
it does not seem to have been very clearly known to
what part of the world f\m animal belonged. The
speeies of Azara is ?rf thought to have been the
m‘n;gm' which be Kad confounded with it in the
Paris museury ; and wlm should now stand =s the
true serval, is a pative of South Africa, where it is

far from uncommon, and is often imported by the
continental furriers. Temminck also makes the o

val of F. Cuvfor identical with the=Th-saval and
Capensis of Linniens, and with the animal described
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ri:m!cr the Jatter name in Milker's. Cimelia Physica,
He also givesthe plate of Buffon among hisgynonyms.
Though the. skins are said to be frequéntly im-
ported from the Cape, this animal is not common
either in menageries or collections of this country;
and the continental museums seem only to possess a

, few epecimens, ©
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A ,
ably minute. T back of the ears is Llack at thet
base, whigh is succeeded by a transverse white bar; |
the tips are of the same colour with the body. On
the inside of the fore-limbs, there are two conspi-
cuous black transverse bars, and the hind limbs have
similar markings, but not so well defined ; the last
joints of the limbs are paler than the general tint of |
the body, and the spots on them are round and very
small. - The tail has eight blacK rings, and is finished |
by  tip of the same golour. 3

This serval was a very young male, and was re-
markable for its gentleness and mild temper. It
s~portt.-d in the manner of the common cat, atterpt..
ing often to catch its tail, and playing with wl atever
it could toll about with itg foot. The country where
this specimen came from was not known.

o \Ve have given this as t serval of Frederic Cu-
vier. Azara des&'lbed s4at from Sonth America,
which has been refered to under the above name,
and until the publication of Temminck's Monograph,
it does not seem to have been very clearly known to

_ what part of the world %.e animal belonged.  The
spesies of Azara is ng thought to bave been the
m‘.ugm, which be Had confonnded with it in the
Paris musemg. and whut should now stand ss the
true serval, is a pative of South Africa, where it is
far from uncommon, and is often imported by the
continental furriers. Temminck also makes the ~oé-
val of F. Cuvier identical with thevT- saval and
Capensis of Linnwus, and with the animal described
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rum’or the latter name in Milker's: Cimelia Physica.
He also givesthe plate of Buffon among hissynonyms.
Though the. skins are said 1o he frequ mly inm-
ported from the Cape, “this animal is not common
either in menageries or collections of this country ;
and the continental museums seem only to possessa -

o few epecimens, o S
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HIMALAYAN SERVAL.
Felis Ilimalnyanus..'
. PLATE XXIV®.

OuR attention wag directed to this curious cat by
Mr Warwick of the Smry Zoological Gardens, whose
_ assistance we have already had occasion to mention.

o skin was received from the Hunalnynn distriey
of India; and Mr Warwick procured for us a tiney
ractetisiic drawing by Mr Leer, of wi.ch our | axe
is a copy ; andithe accurncy of that gentleman's zoo-

< Jogical portraits w.e 10 well nown, that we can place

every dependence upon i As far as we can judge
from this drawing, id \lr Warwick's description
which accompanied it, we” are aware of no animal
that this can be rcftn'cd to ; the size is much beyond
what has been just now gu'en of the common serval,
“and the' peculiar tint.2'>the ground shade is different
from 'that of the spotted cats. We have therefore
named it pravmonallyqu above, and shall nsw give
the dimensions and’ descriptions as they were sent
to us. '
Total length from the nose to the end of the i,
is 3 feet 2 inches ; that of the tail 2 ".s.ws, consi-
dembly shorter in compamon than that of the serval.

»
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- (’l‘hc givth vound the body is 1.foot 7 inches; the
height at the shoulder 1 foot 2 inches. Fhe colour
of the upper parts of ths animal are greyish-brown,
which becomes paler towards the belly, and on the
lower parts is nearly pure white. Along the back
there are four rows of extremely elongated spots,

“which run in stripes between the ears over the fore-
‘head ; upon the sides the spots lpcome shorter and

"+ more irregular in their lengthened distributiop, and
upon the sides of the breast &nd limbs, are round
and smaller. A streak extends from the corner of the
wye upon thescheek, until in a line with the base ofe
the ear ; beneath it another streak of less length but
jarallel to it. The tail is obscurely rngdl, with
eignt or nine bars,—all thase dark markings are of
very deep chocolate hrofvn. e
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SERVALINE CAT.
Felis servalina, .
‘Prars XXV, .

Tuz animal from which our Twenty-Third Illus-
tration is given, ander the title of F. ornata, s a
Nery perfeet specimen in the Edinburgh Museuw,
Upon-our first examination, we considered it ag \
identicakwith an animal which Mr Gray has figured 2
in his ifiteresting illustratians of Tndian zoology, se?
lected from the “drawings of General Hardwicke ;
l-u.t_‘u%ou submitting ”ourArplata to the discrimina-
tion of that gentleman, e considered them dis-
tinet, and we have th@iefore thought it just to Mr
Gray to keep them separate, until a comparison
of specimens enables us to judge of the correct-
uess or incorrectness of our suspicions. Both ani-
mals are fiom India; ¥ colour and markings are
very nearly similar, dnd there is no other Indian
species 'to whigh -t beai any resemblance. 'The
following is a description from our specimen, a fe-
male, and apparently an adalt. =

In this animal the fur is longer and more ..u'f
than that of the’small eats of I.owe‘u'"'l‘daii;"whcm
itis saft and almost woolly ; anil in this it resembles
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r the serval of Africa. Its length, from the nose to
! the base of the tail, is 15 inches; that<of the tail
s 10} inches ; the height of the shoulder rather ex-
ceeds ten inches. Thg ground colour is a pale
tawny, slightly paler on the lower parts, and inside
of the legs; and upon the chin and throat white.
« From between’the eyes, over the head, and upon
, the back of the neck, run four vory indistinet lines ;
. from the comer of the eye, under the egr, runs
one better defined ; and upon the cheeks and whis-
kers are a few irregular lines and spots. The
body is spgtted with comparatively few roundigks
A and irregular markings, which on the shouldérs as-
sume the form of indistinet bands runnin ggforw:u‘d
upon the breast ; and upomthe legs, bars wnhatmns-
verse direction. The inside of ‘the fm-legs is
marked with two rathé: indidtinct barg, All ther.
markings are of a rich iown. The heels are deep
brown, which reaches_a shor way up the back of
the legs, as in the booted Jynx; the tail is marked
very indistinctly with pale,brown rings for two-thirds
of its length; it is aftgr that distinetly ripged with
black, aud is black at thé™" '). The ears age raore
lengthened than in F. minat~ or Diardii, where
theyare of a peculiar rosifideg 16, ~ 5 and fhe tips
are furnished with short tufts, as in the lynxes.
45 his is & character which Mr Gray’s figure also ex-
'L\_ “a,
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THE COLOCOLO. .
Pelit rolocolo—H. SaiTH,
PLATE XXV1

F. colocoln, Molina, Hist. of C) ’lf_‘l 2

WE regret that we have been unable to obtain in 4
time, Fréderic Cuvier’s description of this beautifui
=nd curious species. Moling is the finst who notices
@n animal somewhats similay to this, which has fur-
nisheli most natutalists ysith materials for their de-
scriptions.  The only@ther materials which we now
have in gur power to use, are those given by Major
Smith in Griffith's Cuvier.
© % I'né specimen I have named conditionally Co-
locolo? from Moling, ,*cems to terminate this little
group, and, by the gliaracter of its markings, to ap-
proximate to the@ervals and Tiger-Cats of thz Old
\\"or‘d. .

“ It does not appear certain, though it may be
probable, that this is the animal Molina indicate” &5
the Colocolo, &s he calls the mnrkﬂﬁ,...,{-‘unll not
stregks ; at least the word is so translated.
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. ;' “ This fierce animal was shot in thé-interior of
Guiana, by an officer of Lewenstein's Ri@?glgll, and
by him staffed and sent to England, for his Royal
Highness the Duke of York, but probably never
reached ity destination. A whimsical occurrence
took place with it.  The gentleman who had shot

"« it placed it on the awning of the boat to air, as he

o . was descending the river Paramariho ; the bost often

_ passed under the branches of large trees, which over-
hung the river, and on which were the resting-places
of numerous monkeys, sometimes hanging to the ex-
tremest branches above the water.  Although the
vessel would on other occasions excite but littie at-

. tention, no sooner was the stuffed apecunen in sight,
than the whole community-would troop off wuh pro-
digious screams and hoydings. It wzs of gourw sur-
mised, from the excesdve tefior nf these nmmnlv
that this species of cat must be ah active enemy to
them. R\

“ This animal was largvr (bnn the wild cat. The
head was remarkably flat and broad ; the ears la
and round ; the body aleudmr i the tail jus® 7 touched
the ground when the animd. ~as standing ; the Jogs
were very strong; the colour @ the neck and hack
wis t\ﬂlush-gmey the head,” thmnt, "L?‘lt_lllﬁus, “sides,
belly, and inside of the limbs, white. \The back was
marked with lengthened strenks of back, edged with
e and towards the shoulders and thighs, with
streaks e, Fwiy. There was a Llick streak from

P the comer of the eyes to the jaws, and some barry

>3
’
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marks on slie forehead. The outside of the ean‘
were dark-grey, the insides pink and naked as well |
as the ivse. The tail was semi-annulated with blaclk,
having a black tip, and it exhibited a great peculia-
rity in the legs, which were all of them of a very

~ dask grey colour up to the knees.”
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THE EGYPTIAN CAT.
Feﬂ: maeniculale—Rurree.
]’L.\'l E X)E'VII
"+ Kleinpfotige Katze, l‘clw mnmcn]nm, fom., Rug, &7, Atlas

Zuder Reise in Nordlichen Affika, tab, 1. —Félis gante,
Felis maniculata, Temminek, Monographies, p, 128

-w

Tuis very 7 interesting species is a native of i

A"Ortll of Africa, and bas been first described apd figur-

«d in the Zoological Atlas of, figures of the produc-
tions which M. Ruppel discovered dn.rin'g diis first
travels in Nubia, We ghall tsanscribe his very im-
portant remarks, and the description of the superin-
tendants of the Frankfort Codaction.

The total length is ¥ feet 5 inches, of which the
tail measures about 9, and the height of the ! shoulder
is about 9} inches. * Its size is that of a miZuie-siztd
domestic cat, and smallet ik=5 the Europeadi wild cat
( Felis catus ferus, Linn.) by ose-third. Al the pro-
portioss of its limbs are on nmalle.w:l’e, v aspond-
ing with those of the latter, with the scle exception of
e tail, which in this smaller specwsﬂs foufid to be

‘igizer. The woolly or ground hair is in general of &

(lu‘ty o€k 2o, whu:h on the back and the pos-

.
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terior parts assumes a‘darker hue, and gradually be-(\
comes lighter on the anterior and lateral parts ; its
bristles are of a swarthy &ty white colour and
wrinkled, thus giving the animal an appearance of a
greyish yellow hue. The "skin' of the Iabial edges

and the nose are bare, and of a black colour. The
beard and bristles of the eyebrows are of a shining »
white colour, but sre brown at their roots ; the edges | ‘
of the eyelids are black ; the iris is of a glaring yellow. .
From the inner corncr at the eye, a dauk brown

strenk runs in the direction of the nose, and side-

ways at that streak, and towards the widdle, runs

another white streak as far up as the orch of the |
eyebrows ; between these two streaks is to be fotmd ‘- f‘ﬁ
another streak of a gieyish colour, extending 4
the forelicad by the side of the ears, and under tln
eyes. The exterior of the ars is grey, the inte-
rior white and without tufts of hair; eight slen-
der black undulating” fines, taking their origin on
the forehead, and from thence running along the oc-
ciput, lose themselves in the upper part of the neck ;
L1e cheeks, hroat, and anterior part of the neck are "
of o shining white. " wo lines of an ochre-yellow

cologr, the ene start’ig from the outer corner of the

eye, the vufr = 4 the widdle of the cheek, meet :
both together inder the ear; two ringe of the same .
ochre-yellow colour encircle the white neck, and be- 3
low these rings similar coloured spots oceur, Zue |
chest and belly are of a dirty white colour, and pre-

)
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}iem similar spots or semicircular lines, * Along the
| back runs a dark streak, which, after rising of a lighter
colour over the shoulderg, becomes darker on tiv'cross,
and gradually loses itself on the upper part of the tail,
the lower surface of which is of a white-yellow co-
lour; the tail itself is almost of an equal thickness,
N, 4 rather slender, and presenting at its point two dark
\rmgs. The extremities, with proportionally less
_ hair on the outer side, show everywhere the general
colour of the animal, having, besides, five or six
blackish semicircular bands on the fore-legs, and
six distinct darl. cross-streaks on the hind legs.
/The inner sides are of a lighter colour, the antertir
__AParts of which present two black spots, and. on the
: JOsterior parts are seen tlJe.,cross streaks< winding
around the thighs towards the inner gide. “The foos
soles, as well as the h.;d parss of the ankles and
wrists, are of a shiping black hue.* o £
“The model which served fos the above description
is an aged female. Tlie teats and their nipples ¢on-
cealed under the skin, indicate ber having suckled
at the time that she was Killed. The b= of wiv
extremities and skull, and kx#teeth, bear anfple proot
of her being aged, and of cours: full grown. ° -
“ Ruppel has found this gat in . Jubia, v it.0f the
Nile, near Ambunol. Its ‘abode is roﬂcy nm! bushy
Tegions.
%% This cat must, in more than one respect, excite
the intec.-sof satural plufoaopbeu, s there can be
4 no doubt but that from it is descended thé domestic

X 4 :
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cat of the tncient Egyptians. It is a well known
fact, thatshis nation, of which nothing now remains |
but some monuments, had Liought up the cat to be
a domestic animal, as may be judged by the cat-
wummies, and their representations on the monu-
ments of Thebes *."

A question arises now, whether this domestic e, »
might have beensbequenthed or transferred by the

Egyptians to the contemporary civilized Europeans ? - -

Great difficulties lie n the way of giving a satisfac-
tory answer to this question, in as far as there are
« quch great varieties of cats to be meg with among
us, b to make it no easy matter to decide, by the
aid of drawings, and an account of figure, which of
them i¥ 1 to be considered-=s the type for our domestic
animal.”* We Lave strictly sompared the wild cat of
Nubia with our own domest® eat, and, after a careful
examination, found that there is ‘among us a kind of
groy-white cat, posse5¢d of the pnnclpal features of
the Felis, maniculata ; such as the eight small streaks
on the forehead, the two streaks running along the
Uheeks, v the two nngs, around the chest, and
likewise the cross streks and bands on the extre-
mities.  Wa have £ L”ther observed in the same kind

y R P

*See DescrFaon de IEQ) pte, Hypagées® de Thebes,
vol. il planche 5 5. No. 14. a cat represented ; again, in the
same volume, plancho 51, No. 3, a cat’s mummy, and.
planche 54 No. 7, the skeloton of a cat's mummy, whidls
from thesize of itvhody, form ofits head, rpd, nm'.nuu, Trom
its long tnil, may be consid=rod as in perfect accordance
with qur Felis maniculata.
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¥he thin long tail, and a size of the bod: perfectly
similar with our Felis maniculata.  Another simila-
¥ rity is its disposition for propagating, under th¢ wame
roof, for many years, provided the external circum-
stances remain unchanged.® All this, taken together,
must strongly favour the opinion, that Felis manicu-
v Tata is the type of our domestic cat, as the Egyp-
{ians undoubtedly had domesticated this animal much
_ sooner than the Eurdpeans.  Still*there are, on the
other hand, among the varieties pof our domestic cats,
many which have all the characteristic features of the
wild cats of our forests, such as few, broad, widely-
separated streaks on the head; 8<12 similar streaks”
K" the lateral parts of the animal, the short,.thick,
i andl woolly tail, with four or more black rings, and a
7 body larger by one-third, and so forth, . 2
“ This investigation pd comparative /iew now
leads us to the conclusion, thut it & with’ the House
cat the same as with other dometic animals ; namely,
many people, during the progress and development
of social life, while living in totally different oli-
mates, had domesticated fifferent smap!l Linas of
cats, which, when these peop’® approximated to each
other, and intermixed, would egeally intermix ; and
hence produced those great surietur.  hoe'<same
time we must bear in mind, that the-whole genus
of cats, even ina wild state, is susceptible of Farying
wieie colour, as has really happened in the case of
Felis onca, Linnspand others.  OF theformer species
even perfectly black ones have been folnd.
VOL. 1L Aa
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“In ordesth obtain further elucidation with respece¥

to the Fiiis maniculata, as the original type of th“l
Egypi-a’domestic cat, we bave enjoined our travel- S
lers, busied with zoological’researches in Egypt, to 1
seud us all such varieties bf the domestic cat as may |
be found in Northern Africa, trusting that a compa- l
rative examination of them may lead to some farthes | 4
results. We have felt the more inclined to do so, ]
from some accounes of M, Ruppel, that among the
animals - he saw in Kordostan, he discovered a new”
small species of this éonus."

M. Temminck is also of the same opinion witl
" BL Ruppel, that this is the type or stoek from which.

our domestic cathas sprung.  The opinion gencnlly4 : j
accepted, before this, ky\most naturalists, was, gy P
the wild cat of Europe was’ the original stack ; but
although, ‘since the introdugion of our house cat to '
this zountiy, thare may have been an accidental :
cross with the wild native specics; an attentiye exa-
mination of the er numbers will at once shew
a very different form than that exhibited by the wild
S Sy most prominent distinetions are the shortness
of the legs, and shortnesz aid thickness of the taj],

The domestic cat s the only one of this race which
has”b; ., 2akraly” used in the economy of, man,
Some of theZuther "small species haye shewn that
they might bo applied to similar purposes’; and we
have seen that the general disposition of this farstly J
will not prevest their tramming, Much prins would
Im\\-‘ buen‘ncclssary to effect this, and none of the
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\"Eulro;)ean nitions were likely to h:ﬁ':}":eltemptal

S it The scarcity of cats in Europe, in its earlier
ages, is also well krawn, and in the ten. and
eleventh centuries, a goog mouser brought a high
price.

Although, however, our opinion coincides with

' Iabat of the above mentioned suthorities, and we think
"that we are indebted to the Saperstition of the an-
cient Egyptians for having domesticated the species
"described by Ruppel. We haye no doubt that since
its introduction to this country, and more particu-
larly to the north of Scotland, there has been occa-
‘sional crossing with our own native gpecies, and! that

Athe result of these crosses have been kept. in our
honses. We have seen mary cats very ciosely re-
sembling the wild cat, Jud one or,two *at were
very tame, which cou,* scarcely be di'tinguished
from it. '

There is perhap¥no apimel ‘hat so soon loses its
cultivation, and returns apparently to a state com-
pletely wild, A trifling negléct of proper- feeding
or attention, will often catise them to A pend upoy
their own vesources; and -le tasting of some wild
and living foad, will tempt thm to seek it again,
and te leave their civilized Lome:" :Ilm} s prowl
about in the same manner as their con;‘;'énem,-crouch-
ing among cover, and carefully concealing themselves
frem all publicity.  They breed in the woods or
thickets, and sug.port themselyes upor: birds or young
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“In ordet b obtain further elucidation with respecg$

to the Felis maniculata, as the original type of \lw‘
Egyp,ﬁ.:f domestic cat, we ‘b;u-e enjoined our travel-

lers, busied with zoological researches in Egypt, to

send us all such varieties df the domestic cat as may

be found in Northern Africa, trusting that a compa-

rative examination of them may lead to some farthes,
results. We have felt the more inclined to do 80,
from some accounts of M. Ruppel, that among the

animals he saw in Kgrdostan, he discovered s new
small species of this genus.”

M. Temminck is also of the same_opinion with
3. Ruppel, that this is the type or stock from which
our domestic cat has sprung.  The opinion generully
accepted, before this, by most naturalists, was, thee
the wild cat of Europe was the original stock ; but
although, since the i,ntrodn\g.'mn of our house cat to
this <ountiy, thare may have been an accidental
cross with the wild pptive specics, an attentiye exa-
mination of the greater nunibers will at once shew
a very different form than that exhibited by the wild
i, \iymost prominent Gistinetions are the shortness
‘of the legs, and shortnésge and thickness of the tail.

+ Thoe domestic catis the only one of this race which
has' b, . & _aerall, used in the economy of man.
Some of the uther small species have shewn that
they might be applied to similar purposes; and we
have seen that the general disposition of this fuysily
will not preve=t their training. Much pains would
bave been necessary to effectthis, and none of the
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,Fump«-an nutions wwere lxkely to haves attempted

lite The scarcity of cats in l‘.urope, n .xtu carlier
ages, 15 also well krown, and in the telich and
eleventh centurics, a good mouser brought a high
prlce

Although, however, our opinion coincides with

‘:lgu of the above mentioned authorities, and we think
that we are indebted to the stipemstition of the an-
cient Egyptians for’having domesticated the species

“described by Ruppel. We hage o doubt that since
its intreduction to this country, and more particu-
latly to the north of Scotland, there has been occa-

Jsional cromng with our own native species, ani thiit
the result of these crosses have been keptein our
himses. We have seen meny cats very closely re-
sembling the wild eat, Jod one oretwo it were
very tame, which coui} mmly be di ,tmgmsbed
from it.

There is perhaps 0o animal-that so soon loses its
cultivation, and returns apparently to a state com-
pletely wild. A trifling neglect of proper feeiling
or attention, will often cause them ta. - cnd upor
their own resources; and*fie tasting of soma wild
and living food, will tempt thsm to_sgek it again,
and te,leave their civilized home. '+ They . <arprow]
about in the same manner as their con}‘mem crouch-
ing among cover, and carefully concealing themselves
freer all publicity. They breed in the woods or
thickets, and support tlumselvu upoif birds or young
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animals. “¥w extensive rabbit warrens want tw,
or three depredatars of this kind, where they °°m3
mit gieat bavoc, particularly among the young in

summer. They sleep and Tepose in the holes, and

are often taken in the snilres set for their prey. I

once came upon a cat, which had thus left her home :

she had newly kittened in the ridge of an uncut.

corn field.  Upon approaching she shewed every dis.”
position to defend her progeny; and beside her lzfy-c
dead fwo half grown leverets. We have also known:
cats, which, though they sought their prey in the

woods and fields, regularly carried it home before

Bavouring it, and in this way variou$ young game

and hages were brought in.

Cats ware also pumigglarly fond of fish, and in
few in2*ances bave been known to catch them from
shallow &reams. There §> generally, however, a
disliRe to Water, sand the examples of this departure
from their general hghits are tze.  They will also
often pursue and teed npin some of the larger
insects.  There is one mentioned by Bingley, who

twas a gaoet enemy to Zackroaches ; and we have
often sden them catch,the common cricket, and
the white ghost-moth ( Hepialus humuli}), which may
be m..o,'?;;-& alsat a foot from the ground in the
summer ever,ngs. = Oné individual used to hunt
these irisects vegularly, and about dusk might be seen
looking along the lawn for them ; when one was per-
ceived, she crouched al:d approached rapidl§, and

”
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rrhen within a proper distance; qlwaygi’;’.‘rung, and
generally brought the insect to the ground) with her
paws or breast, * e
The domestic cat is capable of great attachment
to, and long recollection ‘of, those who have been
kind to it, but not more so than many of its conge-
egs ; for the verylimited number of those which are “*
wbjected to the care and tuition.of man, have in

_ many instances shewn as strong feelings towards their

”

s

‘keepers.  Several examples of ghis have been afready
mentioned, particularly the milduess of the Chati of
Frederic Cuvier, and the attachment of the panther
which Mrs Bowdich brought with her to Englaad?™

One of the most singular instances of attachment
of fancy, in the common ¢t. took place with one
which we have often seen in attendgneg v-on the
watchman in St James’ quares Edinburg”.  When
the man commenced bis rounds, thecat whs as fegu-
inrly at his post, aud %ogggucd walking with him
during the whole night. ~ This continued, we believe,
for nearly two years ; and when we last saw the man
the cat was in bis compaly. Upon the zpproach,
of any person, the cat would fun up to the Zuardiau
of the night, and rub against his legs until d)ar' indi=
vidual had passed. In theequiete s hotisw Swards
morning, he ventured to n greater “fstance, but
would always appear at the call or whistle of his
protector.

The common ¢at, like all other anithals in a state

" of domestication, is sulfect to an almost infinite gif-
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ference of c’cﬂour su)d markings. The more rcmul:{
able variaties, perhaps, are the Chartreuse cat, of
blul.sb-grey colonr ; the Pergian cat, with long white
or grey hair; the pendant-eared cat of Ching, a va-
riety apparently but very “little known. Another is

 the Angora cat, which we have represented on Plate

XXVIII, from a specimen in thé Edinburgh Meow v
seum ; it isof a brow‘msh white colour, and the bnq

is m{narkab]y ]ong and silky. Tbey are frequently .
kept in this countrysas drawing-room pets, and are
said to be more mild and gentle in their tempers
tlmn the common cat. Their long govering takes
"off o a certain extent the cat-like appearance ; ant
being*generally well fed and kept, the hair assumegh -
all tE% Hlossy beauly- ya healthy state.  We kiave -2
not hifid muah in praise gf their utility.

But the Spnmsh. or tort&so-shell cat, as it is more
gen!rally called, is by far the most pleasing and
beautiful variety of @iio.apidal. They are often
kept far their beauty alone; and at one period a
male tortoise-shell, ampng cat-fanciers, brought a

lugh price;- obtaining its value from the scarcity

m wblcb this tex witli' the tortoise-shell markings
was said to Le.

10 tiiid plaes wq,onght to notice an animal which
has been fig Ired by Griffith as the wild tortoise-shell
cat from Sonth America. The species is in the
musenm of Erlangen, gbout two feet in length, of
which the tail is ten of eleven inchies. The hair i
extremely soft, long, and silky. The ground colour
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_ &5 white, but the animal is variously ¢}ouded with
shades of brown and yellow. May the torwise-shell
variety not have been introduced into Arherica by
the Spaniards, and become wild ?

There is a singular breed of cats frequent in Com-
wall, and also in the Isle of Man, without any tail.

riogs, which are much more frgquent.  Sir Stamford
Raffles also mentions a breed in tha Malayan Archi-
pelago, with a twisted or knotted tail, and a similsr
variety is also said to exist in Xadagascar.,
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This is analogous to a similar breed of shepherd’s ..
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THE COMMON WILD CAT.
Felis Catus—LINNEUS.
Peare XXIX. —-{r
5

Felis Catus ferus, Linnaws. -l_‘zl;ﬂh Dc:;::; Pe:u ‘;ams. Tem
8y —_— rest, Mam
;’;fzﬂmw&ﬂpk! "s British Quadmm
Bewick’s Quadrupeds.
"

“"I'fic Common Wild Cat is the only animal of this
family svhich extends its range to the British island
Tn the'sduth of England,it was formerly much more
commoi hsn nithe presentstime ; but, like its more
formlduble geneu’m warfher climates, it has been
forced to yxeld to the donnmon of man, and in these
districts it is now Muv.ﬂ‘mted Among the
woody mountainous districts of Cumberland and
Westmoreland, they are gtill found ; but even here
“hey are fiveumerous, Ty the wild districts of the
north of Scotland, and iif freland, they are, however,
abundnnt and in some counties of the former, there
are mﬁexrwhn.p"!ém a lifelibood by the huntiag and
destroying of‘vho wild cat, foxes, &c. which make
considerable inroads into the stocks of both flocks
and poultry.

In Ireland it abounds in slmllnr stlusnons and on

K
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"Ihe continent of Europe, it is generally®’~und in the
‘countries which will afford it cover and shefter. Ac-
cording to Temminck, it extends to Asia; “and those
of Hungary and Russia are of a larger size than the
animals from other parts f the continent, their fur
finer, and more esteemed by the furriers.
‘They are foun! exclusively in extensive wooded ~
“racts, which, in the north of+Scotland, always ex-
tend over ground much broken with crogs and preci-
pices. Among these they breed and seek shelter,
and flee often for refuge when pursaed. They are
also active climbers, and instances have been record
ed where they have produced their young in tha &
_terted nests of some large birds.  Their food is small
aiiimals, and birds of all kings. and their depzedations
in a country well stocked with game are imvaense.
In the form and shap: ’)f thegail, this an’mal some-
what resembles the lynxes, Theefur 4 very 2hick,
woolly, and Jonz. The peneral colour is a greyish-
sellow, in some specimens inclining much to ashade
of bluish-grey. The forehead is irregularly” marked
with dark brown spots, Which turn inte lines be-
tween the ears, and run overthe back of tiie neck in
four broad dark stripes; these join aguin at the
shoulders, and form n dark Jorsal line to Jhe ieizertion
of the tail. The sides are brindled itefistinetly with
dark bands, and the legs are banded with two or
three broad black rings, diagonally surrounding the
. Timb.  The heels of the hind-legs aré® black, running
up to the first joint, YThe chin and under lips aro
VOL. 11, Bb
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white, and 2% throm is marked with a large W‘hﬂ.{
patch. 'uao breast and belly are a tawny grey, hay-

ing diferent shades of yellow in varions individuals.

The tail is thick and furry, indistinetly ringed with

a darker shade at the baseand at the tip baving two

or three black rings.

Temminck gives the average length as about threg . »
feet ; that of a large specimen in possession of Mr,
Ross, gun-maker, tvas 2 feet 9 inches, of which tbe
tail amonted to 11 inches.

Some persons haye mentioned specimens which

_exceeded five feet; but we have never been so for-

tuliate as to find a specimen of such .exuaordinm-y.
dimensions, nor should we wigh to'encounter a wild

cat sosnearly approaching the size of the puma ¢
leoparda
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THE CARACAL,
Felis caracal—LiNN2UE.
LIS " Prare XXy, |
I.c Caracal, qua-._l‘éhn Caracal, Linnm —Temminck,
Desmarest,

Witk this animal we shall enter the group of

Lyuxes, the fitst division of which have more slon-

bodies, lengthened tails, and long ears, furnished
with a tuft of hair at the ti This latter charac-
ter we should consider somewhat moonstnst, and
only present in spring, Or at the commer ‘ement of
the breeding season, like those adgming the esrs of
many squirrels.

The Caracal has always been consid red to be the
lynx mentioned by the ancients as possessing such
wonderful power of sight. “It is & native of Southern
India and of Africa, no Wiffetence being peveeptible
among the specimens which have been received from
these count'leo. Lynxes were said o have | been
kept aiid trained for hunfing, lke th4 hunting-leo-
pard, by the sovereigns of the East ; bat, in ‘modern
times, no trace of this property can be found, at least
in the present animal; and indeed tke character of
all is great irritability in Confinement, and a mis-
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avercom¢. The Caracal feeds on small animals anql

- ™ 4
trust towargg their keepers, which is never entivd‘

birds; th® latter it pursues with great activity upen
the trees, M. Temminck %ays, that they hunt in
packs like the wild dogspand thus run down their
prey. If this is the case, they will most probably
use their nose, and will present a very interesting
deviation from the typical species. It is also saidl
to eat the lenving‘s of the larger-animals of prey (also
a mose dog-like habit), and has, like the ]ackall, re-
ceived the name of tHe Jion's provider, by being often
found in the rear of its monarch, and feeding on the
fagd which has been provided and lef® by him. |
he total length of the Caracal, according to Ten-
mincls; is 2 feet 10 inches, of which the tail measug
about 10; the average fM®ght is about 14 inches. The
prevailiny, colotir of the fu®js a pale reddish-brown,
tinggl witha vingps shade; ‘Ie reddish colout becomes
paler as it reaches the lower Above the eyes
there are two spots of Mt:lbe nppermosl)on
the innet side, the lowerat its outerangle.  The end
.and edges of the ypperelip, the chin, breast, belly,
and insides O the lege, gre also pure white. The
nartsewhere the whiskers spring are black ; the base
of tha backeof the ecarg is of a deep shade of the
same colouRe assuming *a greyer tint towfrds the
tips, which dre furnished with tofts of long black
hair. The Turkish and Persian names both signify
“black ear,” gind have ®vidently deen taken from
these matings. I
o
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The specimen in the Edmburgh ci*sction is from

. the East, and the dimensions of it are geuemlly less

than those of an adult which we have “taken from
Temminck.

In this place may be “mentioned another animal,
which M, Temminck has described as distinct, un-
der the title of Eelis aurata. The fur is of & bright
reddish tint, pa.ler upan the lawer parts of the body,
and having the sidés marked \nth small indistinct
spots. The length of this animal is 3 feet 4 inches,
of which the tail is about 1 foot. Its native country
is not known. ’
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THE BOOTED LYNX.
Felis cah‘gata—'l‘rumxc‘x.
Prate XXXL

-

The Booted Lynx, Bruce's T'ravels, vol. v. p. 146.—F¢élis
botté, F. caligata, Teniminck, Monographies, p. 123,

T‘flr: Booted Lynx of Bruce has beerr confounded

oy many with the Felis chaus of Gueldenstad, fi- P
gured upon our next Plate; but they are very difu »

ferent animals, and that™f Bruce will stand under
the desi tion dpplied to it by M. Temminck.
The, Booted Lyux ‘is sonfetimes S foet 8 inches
in length, of which the tail will measure about 15
inches.  The more general or-average length is from
two feet and a half to three feet.  The fur of the
adult male is of a bluish-grey tint, sometimes in-
distinctly zloud®d with tengsverse bands of blackish.
The urder parts are reddish. The ears are very
long, tipped with a pencil of blackish hair; the backs
are of a bright reddish Lrown, the inside hite.
On the Leel, and stretching up the back of the leg,
until nearly the first joint, is a Jarge patch of deep
black ; whence jta describers have taken its trivial
name. This booted marking i= common to many of
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wthe cats; but it runs much further ¢y the limb of
. this animal than any of the others. The til is black
at the tip, where there are two or thret alternate
rings of black and white ; the portion next the body
of the animal is of the zame uniform tint with the
upper parts. The female has 2 shade of a yellower

colour over the whole body ; and in the young, the. .

* diirk bands upon the sides arg ¢ distinct and well de-
fined. 25
This species seems to be very genenully distribut-
ed over Africa, and, according’ to Temminck, is also
found in Southern India. It feeds upon small ani-
mals and bird®, and, in Africa, very much upon the
 wild Guinea-fowl ; but it will also eat carrion, and
be remains of animals which the larger beasts of

prey have killed. . -
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THE CHAUS.
Felis chaws, —OUELDENSTAD.
PLATE XXXIL—Femare.

T, Chauy, Gueldemlm!.-—-';\c. Pctropol’itanu, tab, 14. Tem- '
minek, Monographies, p. 121 — Kyrmischatz, female,
Ruppel, Atlas,

- L

Wi have taken our figure of this animal from the
beantifu! atlas of M. Ruppel, before alluded to. Wo 4
have alio transcribed hisdescription, which explains
the confdsior which existed between it and the sub-
Jject of our preceding plate. «

“ This lynx is “hroughout strongly covered with
hair ; the woolly or ground hair is very soft and

covers the body very copiously, the bristles are more
scarce.

“ The woolly, hair beu‘tl'lroughoutn dirty light
ochr.e-yell:m colour, whicliis darker on the back and
lignter on the belly ; the bristles have on the bottom
the sarae colonr, with s dark brown ring in thg mid-
dle, nnd‘on the top are greyish-yellow or white or
saffron-coloured, so ps to make the appearance of the
animal n mixture of greyisli-yellow and impure white.
Many bristles are provided with a Black point, and
on ths lateral parts of the belly, where many are ly-
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