
















































































































































































































































I H . SEXUAL SELEOTIO N : . 

remal'ks do not apply to the many recorded instances of 
tamed or domestic pirds, belonging to species,. 
which ' have become absolutely fascinated with each 
other, although Jiving with th eir own ' species.. Thus · 
V.l aterton 18 sta-Les that 01l-t of flock of twenty-thr ee 
C'anada geese, a female paired with a solitaryoBei'nicle 
gander, althou gh so different in appearance and size·; 
and th ey produced hybrid offspring. A mal e Wigeon 
(Ma1'ecct peneZ(Jpe), living with feIQ.ales of the same 
species, has been known to pair with a Pint ail duck, 

Lloyd describes the remarkable 
attac hment between a shield-drake (Tctclm'na 
and a common duck. Many additional instances could 
be' given ; and the-R ev. E . S. Dixon remarks th at " Those 

have kept many different species of geese to­
"gether, well know what unaccount able attachments. 
,'. th ey are frequently formin g, and that they are quit e 
" as likely to pail' and young with individu als of a 
" race (species) apparentl y the most alien to themseho/p.§, 
" as with their own stock.:' 

The Rev. W'. D. }!'ox informs me that he possessed at 
the same time a pair of Chinese geese (Anser cygnoides), 
and a common gander with thr ee geese. ' '.l;'he t wo" lot s. 
kept quite separate, until the Chinese gander seduced 
one of th e common geese to live with him . l\i[oreover, 
of the young birds hatched from the eggs of the' common 
geese, only four were pure, the Qther eighteen proving 
hybrids; . so .,that tIle Chin ese gandel! Seell S to have 
had prepotent charms over the common gander. 0 I will 

(' 

" Wat ci'tolJ, 'Essa,ys on N a,t . Hist! 2nd sel'ie'l, p' 42 ])17.0 For t he' I 
see on th . wig.eoll, Lond on·s 'Mag'. oJ Nat. Hist.' ! I 

vc:' l X. p. 61(;" L. Ll oyd, • Scandina,vmn Ad ventUl'es,' vol. i. 185{ '1" ') . 
DUWTI, Ornamental and Domest ic P oult ry,' p.. 137; H ewitt in • 'J' L" 
of H ort 'cnltul' 'J 1" 18G3 40' B I ' , ourll a . ' e, un. .), , p. , er lstClll, '8tub envu O'el ' 1810 

"s. 230. It 0 , " 
o . .. 
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give only one oth er case ; Mr. Hewitt atates that ' a 'wild 
duck, reared in. captivi ty, breeding a couple of 
"season s with her own mallard, at once shook bim off 
"on my placing a mail Pipt ail on thQ) . water. It was 0 

"ev idently a case" of 1,srve aJi first sighe, for she swam 
0 

" new··comer caressingly, though h2 appeared 
"ev idently alarmed and averse to her overtures of 
"affect ion. From that hour she fQ;rgot her old partn er. 
"'Ii\Tint er passed by, and the next spring the Pint ail 
"seemed to have become a convert to her blanc1ish­
" ment s, for th eY]J£sted and produc ed seven 01' eight 
" young ones:" 

What th e charm may hav e been in these several 
cases, beyond mere p ovelty, we cannot even conjecture. 
Colour, however, sometimes comes into play; for in 
order to raise hybrids from the siskin (F1oingilla spi?ms) 
and t he canary, it is much the best plan, according tg 
Bechst eiu, to place birds of the same .tint together. 
JV,Ir. j ellller 'Ii\T eir turn ed a female canary into his aviary, 
where there were male li.n.ftets, goldfinches, 
green-finches, chatDnches; and other birds, in order to 
.see which she would choose; but there never was any 
douq,t, and the gre enfinch carried th e day. . They paired 
and produced hybrid offspring. , 

"Vith th e members of the same S'pecies the fact of th e 
female preferring to pair with one male rath ef than 
with another is not S6 lik ely to excite attention, as 
when thi s between distinct spec1eso Such 'Cases 
"an best be with domesticated or confined 

but these are often by high feedin g, 
and 1l6lve their instincts viti ate.cl to an :ex-. 
treme degree. Of this latter fact I glvesuffiClent 
proofs with pigeons, and w.ith !owlS; but they 
cannot be here relat ed. V ItHtted lllstlllctS may also 
acco,"\lnt for some of the hybrid unions referred o 
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176 c SEXUAL SELE CTIO N : BIRD S. PART If. 

plum age the sexes are of th e same general 
natur e 'as tha occasionaJly greater differences. A good 

of 'thi s fact has already been afforded by 
\ tho se kingfishers in whicp. either the. tail alone or 

the whole uPljer sU::l'face d th e:- plum age differs in th e· 
same map-ner in t he t wo sexes. Simil ar cases [Day be 
observed with parrots and pigeons. The differences in 
colour between the 6f th e same species are, also, 
of th e same natur e as the dijferences in colom' 
betwee.n the distinct species of the same group. F or 
when in a ' group in' which the seXQS are usually alike, 
the male "differs considerably from the female, he is, 
not .colqur ed in ' a quit e new' style. H ence we may 
infer th at within the same group the special colours of 
both sexes wh en they are alike, . and th e colours of th e 
male, when he differs slightly or even considerably from 
the female, have in most cases been determin ed by th e 
same 'general cause ; thi s being sex ual selection. 

.' ., 

It ris not probabl e, as has already beeu 
th at differeJ?ces in,ocolour between th e sexes, when very 'l?>r' -' -­
slight, caD. be of service to the female as a prot ection. 
Assuniing, that t hey are of th ey might 
be thoug ht to be cases of tran sit ion; but ) we hibve no 
reason to believe' that many species at any one tim e 
are lmdergoin O" chano-e. Th erefore we can ])ardl y 

, '" u 
admit ' that th e num erous females which differ very 
slio-htly' in colour from th eir males are now all com-o . 
mencing to obscure for the mke of protection. 
Even if 'we cOl1'Sider somewhat mol' marked sexual dif, 
ferences, is it for instance, that th e head of t.he ' '" _ 
female'cha ffinch, the crimson on th e 1sre'ast of th e female / 
?,ullfinch,- th green of t fle female greenfinch,-th e 
crest of t he female golden.crested wren, have all been 
r el1del"ed,less bright by th e slow process of sele.ction for 
the , sake of protection? ,I cannot think so; and still less 
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it larg er numb er of 061' othOer antmals, would have 
• 'succeeded in rea.·ing a greater averaO'e number of off-

. 0 

than would the .weaker, poorer and lower 
of the same tribes. There can also be 

o " 
·doubt tllat sllch men would generally have o bet3n 

I r- to' select the more. attnwti ve women. .At present tae 
chiefs of nearlj everl J,ribe throu ghout the world suc-. 
ceed in obt.aining more than- one wife. Until recently, 
'as I hear from 1\fr. Mantell, almost every girl in New 
Zealand, who was prett y, or to be p!'et'£}r, 
was to some With th e Kanr s, mt ]fr. O. 
Batpilton states,15 "the c1)ie/s geneI:ally nave the piele 
" of the womell for omany miles round,o and are 11Iost 

" perseveI"ing in establish in« or confirming their privi-
" lege ." V\T e have seen tli,t each ,race ' has its own 
sty le of beauty, and we know that it is to man 0 

to admire each characteristic point in his domestic ani­
mals; dress, ornaments, at.d personal appearance, when 

. carried It. little beyond th e common standard. If then 

.flthe several foregoing odrnitteiI, I 
l' cannot see that they are doubtful, It· would be an 111-

explicable circun::'stance, if the of the more 
attra ctive women by the more pO<l1'erful men of "each 

who would real" on an gr<lfl-ter 
of children, did after lapse ot' many generati <bns, 
modify to a certain extent the character of the tribe. 

With our domestic whelb a foreign breed a 

is introdu ced into a new country, or owhen a native o 0 Q 

,' . ·breed is long and carefully attC3decl to,.either for use or 
ornament, it foonc1 after several geNemtions to have 

• . whenever the of comparison °exist, a 
" greater less amollnt of change. This fomows from 

1.1Dconscious select jon during a long of generations 

. 
• J.\ 'An thr opological Review,' J un. 1870, p. xvi. a 
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