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PREFACE.

No encomium of the editor could so effectually recommend
this little volume to a large class of readers as the know-
ledge that its text consists entively of the observations and
notes of Charles St. John—a name dear to lovers of Nature
and manly sport. It is made up of entries in his Journals
and Note books, incidents related in letters to lis [riends,
and a careful description of the birds of Moray which he
left in MS. With these materials, hitherto unpublished,
the substance of the * Field Notes of g Naturalist,”* whicl;
he published in 1849, has been incorporated.

Among Mr. St. John's Notes is the following passage,
shewing his views of the duty of an observer of natwral
history :—

“ 1 have been particularly caveful to describe and note
down nothing, the authenticity of which T am not certain
of.  Indeed, every bird here mentioned, with oneor two
exceptions, I have either killed or seen mysell during my
wanderings in wood and plain for several vears in this dis-
trict. I have carefully avoided the great evor of taking
things on hearsay, In the very few instances in which I
have been abliged to depend on the eves of others T have

* A Tourin Sutherland, 2 wils, 45840,
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Been eareful 1o guand against being knowingly or wn-
knowingly deceived. A hook of this sort ghould be n book
of reference, and, as such, to be thoroughly depended on,
and T ean assure my readers that they may fully depend on
thie truih and correctness of everything here mentioned.

“ T have not deseribed the plumage of most of the birds
with great minuteness, but have contented wyself with
wiving only sufficient deseriptions to cnable them to be re-
comnised. 1 should refer those who want more minute
and seientific accounts to Yarrell or Jeunings, whose cor-
rectness on these points is undeniable. With regavd to
the size and weight of birds, most authors run into the
error of marking them down far too minutely, Out of a
dozen birds of the same kind you will scarcely find two of
exactly the same weight and dimensions.  Yet we find the
width and length of many species marked down by authors
in inches and lines, and the weight in ounces and half
ounces, Dewick, though so beautifully eorrect in his
delineations of plumage and figure, in which he surpasses
all other authors, is quite incorreet in the weights of hirds
which he constantly gives. 1t would be invidious to point
out the trifling errors found in the descriptions of different
authors, though thr-;..' cerlainly are sufliciently numerous.
For my own part, I have avoided too minute deseriptions,
for fear of going “beyond my tether, though 1 certainly
have had the advantage of killing and seeing in their
native state every bind (with, as I said before, one or two

exceptions) which | deseribe.
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“ 1 have also taken the nesis of all which breed in Seot-
land, without, I believe, one exception. I have also watched
the habits of feeding, ete., of all, Tvom the golden eagle to
the golden-crested wren, from the wild swan fo the teal,
and have had opportunities of so doing which perhaps no
other person has had.

“The birds which reside constantly in this district are
very numerous, and inelude some kinds very rarely foumd
to breed elsewhere in DBritain, such as the cross-hill, the
siskin, the crested titmouse, in the woods. In the marshes
we have the water-rail, and the shoveller duck, birds scldom
found in the breeding season. The jnn]{—mlipu I have never
found breeding, but have killed the vouxs birds with the
down still adhering to their feathers at so early a period of
the antomn as to make me believe that they must have
been reared at no great distance. Nothing proves how
dangerous it is to depend on the EYes and judgment of
others in these matters, move than the fact of three or four
dunlins being brought to me as jacksuipes in the month of
July, by a gentleman who considers himsell, and who really
i5, & most excellent sportsman, and a first-rate shot, particu-
larly at snipes, and one of many years’ constant experience,
Again, T have had a moor-hen sent to e as a most curious
bird, in o country too whers they abound. 1 could enume-
it several similar instances, but will not do so, as these
errors have been maie in a kind anxiety to shew me what
was supposed by the donor to be curions and interesting to
me.  These and similar cirenmstances, however, inve made

fi .
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me perhaps over eatious in trusting to any one’s cyes but
my ow, s

“There is so great a variety in the plumage of sowe
kinds of birds at different ages and sensons that it requires
nearly a lifetime to become perfectly acquainted with them
—for instance, in the case of some of the waders, gulls, ete.
The hawks also vary *.'m-j,r much in size, colour, ete., ac-
cording to sex and age, but I know their different changes
sufficiently well not to be mistalen.

“I have no doubt that the coast is visited at irregular
intervals by many sea and water fowl which are not ob-
served or obtained. A bird exactly answering to the
glossy ibis was killed on the coast by a man who told me
of the circumstance, describing the bird as a ¢ cross helween
a curlew and a blackeock! Many other varieties may
visit us, and escape more fortunately.”

While such was our author's manner of observing, the
extent of his range of observation may be stated in the
words of an accomplished natwralist, the Rev. Dr. George
Gordon of Birnie :—=So full is 3. St. John's,  List and Ac-
count of the Birds of Moray,” that it includes all but a very
few of the species, of which there is any record or informa-
tion of iheir ever having been seen, even within the Pro-
vixCE OF Moray, a wider region than the Shive or County,
The few exceptions are the following, some of which®hIy.
St John in another of his publications, mentions as ocenr-
ring in Inverness-shire. The swallow-tailed faleon (Faleo
Jureatus, Lin.), Mr. Dunbar; the garrulous roller (Corecias

.
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garrule, Lin), killed at Ballindalloch (Zoologist, p. 511),
and now in the Elgin Museum ; the black redstart
(Sylvie tithys, Scop), at Manse of Birnie in 1856 and
1835 ; the three species of woodpecker, major, viridis, and
minor, have also been included among the provineial deni-
zens, The great bustard (Otis tarda, Lin.) was killed many
vears ago at Oakenhead by the late William Young, Esq.,
of Burghead, as noticed by Dr, Fleming in his “ British
Animals ;" and the stormy petrel has at times been driven
on the southern shore of the Moray Firth (Zdologist, p. 513).
In confirmation of Mz St John's remarks on two of the
rarest of Scottish birds, it may be here stated that the
hoopne was lately killed at Lossiemouth, and a tirtle
dove, in full feather, was shot at Waullemill near Elgin, in
October 1858. M. St. John is the first to hiave met with
the haw-finch, the wryneck, and the rose-coloured pastor,
in this district. No other ornithological writer had noticed
here the more common marsh titmouse (Porus palustris,
Lin), as well as some of the Waders, and of the Web-footed
order, which he ineludes and has deseribed.”

The editor's work has been simply to arrange and
classify. The plan :l:l:}]l'.nteﬂ may have, unluckily, given a
disjointed appearance to the text, but it must be eonsidered
that the materials did not admit of being thrown into the
shape of continuous narrative without mixing the author’s
observations' with the writing of others, and so injuring
the effect of the testimony of so eareful an observer. On
the other hand, the method adopted by the editor has the
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advantage of bringing together incidents deviving much of

their interest from occurring at the same season, often on

'I._i"

the same day, of successive years. 3
The pleasant duty of putting in order these materials
has been lightened by the cordial co-operation of two of the
anthor’s personal friends, well acquainted with the country
where he made lis olservations, who have revised the
sheets at press. To these two gentlemen for their comr- .
teons assistance, and to them as well as to My, Tancock of I
Noweastle, Mr. Jeans of Bath, and My, Snowie of Inverncss, (
for the use of Mr. St. John's letters addressed to them, the ‘* ; ‘
widow of Mr. St. John is under special obigation. ' N
|

Epixnoncm, Juny Gt 1863




MEMOIR OF MR. ST. JOHN.

—a—

UHARLES ST. Jouts, or to speak aceurately, Charles William
George St Johun, the author of “ Wild Sports of the High-
lands," and of these observations and notes of natural
history, was the son of General the Hon. Frederick
St. Jolhn, who was the second son of Frederick, second
Viscount Bolingbroke. Charles was bom 3d December
1809, The first account 1 have of him is from his school-
fellow and dear friend, a frequent companion in his after
years, and a fellow-student of nature as well ns fellow-
sportsman.  Mr. Thomas Jeans writes to me —

“ My friendship with Charles 8t. John began about the
year 1821, when he was first sent to school at Midhurst,
in Sussex, where Dr. Bayly was _head master. He might
then have been about eleven years of age. I remember
perfectly his first appearance as a ‘new boy’—handsome,
fuir-haired, quiet, and gentlemanlike—I can see him now,
standing near the ponderons ‘iron door’ which had just
been shut upon him by the porter, and which separated us
from the outer world. My happning to know a relative
of his was our first hond of union, nud the similarity of our
tastes cemented it.  We beeame friends at onece, and worked
our way up together in the school. Though I was his
senior by a year or two, he was far aliead of me in all the

-
i
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theory and some of the prctice of * wild sports”  Bul it
was under the tuition of a certain old pensioner, who in
virtue of his weekly function in {he school, went by the
name of the diill sergeant, that we both attained to no
mean proficiency in spinning for tront and trolling for pike
in the river Arun whenever we could shivk out of bounds
on half-holidays, as well as in setting night lines artisti-
eally for eels.

“ Even at that time 8t. John had the zoological bump
Inrgely developed. His box (or scobl, as we used to eall it,
after the Winchester fashion), was generally a sort of mena-
gerie—dormice in the one till, stac-beetles of gizantic zize,
and wonderful caterpillars in paper boxes, in the other,
while sometimes a rabbit, sometimes a guinea-pig, or per-
haps a squirrel, was lodged below in a cell cunningly con-
structed of the Delphin classics and Ainsworth’s Dictionary.
He was scarcely without live stock of some sort.

“T think he wust have left Midhurst after remaining
there about four years, and then I lost sight of him for a
time. In 1828 (I think) I found him appointed to a clerk-
ghip in the Treasury, junior to an old school-fellow of curs,
FEdward Ricketts, who, years afterwards, married a sister of
Mrs, 8t. John's” M Jeans speaks of his life at this time
as “zomewhat fust ;" his connections gave him the entrde
everywhere (his aunt, Lady Sefton, was then a gveat
leader), and the result was his giving the Treasury, as he
used himself to say, ‘ nobice to quit) to prevent the pro-

ceedings being reversed, and he left town. Here is a-

hiatus in his history, or rather in my history of him.
Ricketts conld fill this page”  Mr. Ricketts is good enough
to recall for me lis recollection of his school-fellaw and
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fellow-clerk at the Treasmiy, Their intimacy began, he
says, “ while St. Jolm was chafing like a cnged eagle at the
desk of a Government office.”  And here Mr. Rickeits Las
some remarks which T cannot refrain from copying :—=If
parents would but study the happiness and the probable
success of their children rather than their own conveni-
ence in getting them off their hands, they would not com-
mit such a fatal mistake as that of expecting a high-spirited
lad, with our late friend’s restless spivit and love of sport,
to seitle down to the drudgery of a clerkship. He had
talents, as you know, he wrote a good hand, and worked
with great rapidity, but his heart was elsewhere, and thres
or four years sufliced to prove the attempt an ntter failure.
During his periodical holidays he joined some fiiends in
expeditions to the moors of the north of Scotland, where
he found himself in' his proper element, and whenee he
could not, or would not, tear himsell to resnme a duty
which was odious to him, and his connection with the
Treasury, which had begun in (I think) 1829, ceased about
the latter part of 1833, or early in 1834

Mr. Ricketts says St. John went little into general
society ; “the formalities of London life were irksome to
him, and when after he had left London some time, 1
visited him in his Ross-shire home, he seemed a far happier
man than while writhing under the restraint of London
eonventionalities and official routine.”

Some of that early aversion for mixed society which
Mr. Ricketts describes in St. John, may, T think, be attri-
buted to an impediment in his speech, whieh, like all such
nervous affections, was most felt in his intercourse with
strangers. It almost disappeared when he was among
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fwmiline friends, and with them his conversation was easy
and flowing,

Mr. Jeans, after speaking of St. John's life as a Treasury-
clerk, says—“1 next hear of him settled at Roschall in
Sutherland.  The place was lent him by his cousin the
late Lord Dolingbroke, and here he lived a perfeetly
secluded wild life, having good scope for improving his
experiences in natural history, and a wide range for in-
dulging his tastes for shooting and fishing.”

It was on an expedition from Rosehall that St. John met
Miss Anne Gibson, to whom he was married in November
183+, Miss Gibson Liad some fortune, n commodity in which
lier hinsband was sadly unprovided, and as the lady, with a
true wife's devotion, accommodated herself to her husband'’s
tastes and manner of life, he was enabled henceforward to
live the life of a sportsman and naturalist in the Highlands,
which was only modified when the necessity of educating
a young family induced them to draw near schools. The
at. Johns lived at various places rented with these views,
chosen for their pictutesque beauties, or capabilities of
sport and opportunities of study of wild animal life. 1
have leard lim dwell especially on pleasant recollec-
tions of Rosehall—of Aldourie—a charming place of the
Tytler family on Loch Ness, and some others beyond the
Moray Firth. Put in due time he discovered the region
best suited to his taste and happiness, in the “laigh” of
Moray, a fertile and well-cultivated conntry, with dry soil
and bright and bracing climate, with wide views of sen and
monntain, within easy distance of mountain sport, in the
widst of the same and wild animals of a low country, and
with the eonst i1';||1:_1nir-d Ly bays of the sea and studded

»
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with frequent fresh-water lakes, the haunt of all the com-
mon wild-fowl and of many of the raver sorts. It was in
that country, for the most part, that St. Joln spent the last
ten years of his active life, before Lie was struck by his
futal malady.

I became aequainted with Chardes St Jolm in my
autumn vacation of 1844, while T was Shevift of Moray.
He was then living at Invercrne below Forres, and I used
to shoot sometimes on an adjoining property. We had
some common friends, and messages of civility had passed
between us, but we had not yet et ; when one day in
Oetober 1 was shooting down the river side and the is-
lands, in the Findhorn, making out a bag of partridges
laboriously. 1t was a windy day, and the birds going
off wild spoilt my shooting, which is at best uncertain.
While I was on the island, two birds had gone away
wounded into a large turnip field across the viver. 1
waded the river after them, and was vainly endeavowring
to recover them with my pointers, when a man pushed
through the hedge from the Imvereme side, followed by a
dog, making straight for me. There was no mistaking the
sentleman—a  sportsman all over, thongh without any
“getting up” for sport, and without a gun.” I waited for
him, and on coming up he said he had seen my bivds pitels,
and offered to find them for me if I would take up my
dogs.  When my pointers were coupled, he ealled “ Grip,”
and his companion, a large poodle with a Mephistophiles
expression, began travelling across and across the dnills,
till suddenly he struck the scent, and then with a sevies of
curious jumps on all fours, and pauses between, to listen for
the moving of the bird, he made quick work with bird No. 1,
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and so with bird No. 20 1 never saw so perfect a dog for
retrieving, but he was not hawdsome.  After this introduc-
tion St. John and I beeame frequent companions. 1 soon
found there was something in him beyond the common
slaughtering sportsman ; and he must have discovered that
the old Sherifl' had some tastes with which he counld sym-
pathise. The remainder of that season we were very much
together, and often took our exercise and sport in company.
On one of these oceasions we went together to join a
battue at Dunphail ; but the weather was too bad, and after
waiting for some hours without taking our guns ouf of

their cover, St John and T returned to Knockomie, a

cottage of relations of mine near Forres, who have made it
my second home for many years. We travelled in St
Johu's dog-cart through steady heavy rain. - I was well
clothed in a thick top-coat, and he in a pea jacket of seal-
gkins of his own shooting, so that there was no suffering
from the weather as we drove down through the shelter of
the Altyre woods; and the way was shortened to me by my
companion telling story after story of sport and adventure,
ot answering with wonderful precision my questions about
birds, beasts, and fishes.  He stayed with me that night, and
when we were alone after dinner, T broached a subject which
had often come into my head since we were so much in each
other’s society. Why should he not give the world the benefit
of his fresh enjoyment of sport—his accurate observation of
the habits of animals ? At first he ridiculed the idea. He
had never written anything beyond a note of correspond-
ence—didn't think he could write, ete. ete.  DBut at length
he listened to some arvguments. 1t was very true he had
ton much idle Hir:m, eapecially in winter—nothing he so
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meh regretted as that he was an idle man.  He had some
old Journals that might be useful. e could note down
every day's observations, too,  In shorl, he would try his
hand on some chapters next winter. And so it came to
pass, that during next winter 1 was periodically receiviug
little essays on mixed sport and natural history, which it
was a great pleasure to me to criticise ; and no one could
take the smooth and the rough of eriticism more good-
nataredly than St. Johm. As these chapters gathered size
andl eonsistency, it became a guestion how to turn them to
account, and this was solved by accident. At that time
I was in the habit of writing an article occasionally for
the Quarferly, and I.put together one on Scotch sport,
using as my material some of St. John's chapters, especially
the story of the Muckle Hart of Benmore. The paper
pleased Mr, Lockhart, “ It would itself be sufficient” (he
said) “ to float any number . . . Whether the capital
journal laid under contribution be your own or another's
I don't know, but every one will wish to sec more of it.”*
[ received the Editor’s letter at Knockomie, and, next day,
the reading of it to St. Jolm served for scasoning as we
took our shooting lunch together beside the spring among
the whins on the brae of Blervie. Our course was now
plain. 1 divided the money produce of the Quarterly
article with St. John, who rejoiced greatly in the first
money he had ever made by ns own exertions ; and, on
my next visit to London, T arranged for him the sale of the
whole chapters, the produce of his last winter’s industry,
which Mr. Murray brought out in the pepular volume of
« Wil Sports and Natwral History in the Highlands”

* Letter from J, G, Lockliart, 20th -‘-!'1'F.-t*l!'l1'l!l 1845,
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Bt John's life was, T believe, wnch happicr from the
occupation thus supplied.  He kept journals more regu-
larly from thenceforward, and he beeame an authority to
be consulted on all questions of Scotch sport. He had
already become, 1 may say, the friend of all his neighbours,
and many regretted his change of abode, 1.1.]111.,]1 took place
two years later.

St John formed acquaintance and commenced a life
friendship with another persom while at Invererne, whose
tastes and habits much resembled his own—a good natu-
ralist and aceurate observer, a lover of sport on hill, and
river, and loch, and curiously, a keeper of a journal with
much more regularity and accuracy than his friend ever
arrived at. This was Captain Cumming, now Siv Alex.
Gordon Cumming of Altyre, with whom St. Jolm, during
the later years of his lifi, when they were brought nearer
together in residence, associated, partook of sport, corre-
sponded, more constantly and confidentially, perhaps, than
with any other,

Unfortunately, St. Jolm was not in the habit of pre-
serving his correspondents’ letters, and I am thus able to
give only one letter from Captain Cumming, which may
have been in his friend’s mind when he contrasts the
salmon-fisher of the Findhorn with the gentle angler of the
lower pools at . 236.

Sir Alexander’s letter contains a wonderfully intelli-
gible account of a morning’s fishing. The scene is on the
river Findhorn, above the juncltion of the Divie. Rannoch
is the name of a spot where there is a * brig of ae hair”
a single log thrown across the torrent,
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From Capt. A 1IN G, Cosusa to My St Jous, June 20, 1848,

My dear 8t. John—Do you remember saying a salmon was
a5 good as lost if he went over the Ess on the Findhorn at
Relugas? A strong and active fish played we a trick last
woek, and contradicted your idea, by faking me down from
Raunoech over the Fall as far as the ool above the Divie
junetion. The night had been stormy, with heavy min, and
alihough T expected “she” wonld “grow ™ in the course of the day,
I thought that by an carly start I might get o few hours' fish-
ing before the water ecame down, especially ns fish very often
take greedily just befire a grow. 1 was at the river Ly four
A, and commenced at Rannoch (Randolph's Leap). 1 found
the water much as I left “her” the night before, swall and clear;
the only chance of fish being just in the whito broken water at
the throats of streams, or in the deep holes amongst the rocks.
Ranmoch iz fishable only from one small ledge or bench, about
two feet square, and 25 feet above the level of the water, to
which bench you must scramble down the face of the rock, and
from this spot you fish the whole pool, beginning with the line
as the fly comes off the bar of the reel, and letting out yard by
yard iill the fly is working in the “spoots” or narrow rapids,
80 to 90 feet down the stream, If you hook him you must
play and kill him in the pool, {f possible, your gillie elipping
him on a small bed of gravel down below your feeb, it being
impossible to follow him if he takes down the water, from the
emall two-feet square ledge, withoutl first ascending to ihe fool-
path, and redescending to the bed of the river ; this you can-
not manage with a fish on, owing to trees and projecting rocks.
The pool is fished from the right bank.

Well, T rose him at my feek almost ab the first throw, to a
small fly about half an inch long ;* he came devp and shy three

* Black Moss silk Lody with gobiden orange tag, gold eond and silver

speel, claret hackle with jay st shoulder ; wing misture of pood mottled
ibres amd a gold crest, head yellow wool and tail of crest aml fibres.
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times, amd refused to take it or any other, T guessed him ot
about 17 Ths, Lc%wiug him to his own reflections, after making
an appointment with him for a later hour, I tried the pools
above, hurrying along to the best spots in anticipation of the
water rising. I worked till eight o'clock, keeping on the same
fly deseribed before. T had more than average sport, killing
four good mew run fish, vie, one of 12 lba, one 10 1bs, and two
of 9 Ibs. At eight, the water beginning to grow, T reeled up,
and rushed down to Rannoch to show my enrly friend another
fly ; but the water having fairly commenced to grow, I put on
a fly above two inches long,” and the tippoet being triple gut,
I, by an interposition of providence, put on a triple casting
line. Having cautiously descended to my stand, T showed it
to him at once ; he made small bones of it this time, and
rushing up like o bull-dog, or like ome of your lovely FPore-
grines, ook the fly greedily. T just let him feel I was at the
other end of the gear, and knew instinctively thgt the good steel
was well into something firm. At first he seemed not quite to
realise the situation, and after a few sulky and dangerous shakes
of the head took to sailing steadily up and down the pool, once
or twice approaching the rapids below, bub turning again by
gentle persuasion; these tactics he continued for nearly an
hour, my man waiting for him on the gravel below, and out
of my sight. Dy this time the effects of the last night's rain
beeame fully apparent, the still, dark pool below my feet
had {urned into a seething pot, without a quiet corner for
the lish to rest in, and the water had risen nearly twenty-four
inches above its size when T hooked him. The wpshof was,
Le shol down the narrows, and went rolling heels over head
down the foaming “Meux and Co.s Entire” (this being the
usual colour of our summer floods), To stop him was im-
possibile ; I held on above the rapid till T thought my good
Forrest rod would have gone at the hand, and certainly the

* Body wellow pig's wool, rough spey hackle, and bright full wing,

g2
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fine zingle gut 1 had on earlier would lhave parted with half
the stmin.®

All T eould do was to give him what line hie required undil
he found a resting-place behind some rock ; this he did after
rattling off filty yards of line. Whaiting some minutes till he
seemed quiet, T threw off some ten yards more line, and turning
the top of the rod up stream, T darted it down to my man on
the gravel below, having canlioned him ot to alam the fish
by letting the line get taught. To scramble up the rocks, and
down amin, to the gravel bed, to resume possession of my rod,
waz two or three minutes' work, and just as I seized hold of it,
the fish having ventured from his shelter, was, in spite of hLis
efforts, hurried down at racing pace, taking more line than I
liked, while I followed, crawling and leaping along some impos-
gible-looking country, such s I would not have faced in cold blood,

By this time he had nearly reached the Tss or fall, and all
seemed lost. 1 do not think he really intended going over ;
for when he felt himself within the intluence of the strong
smooth water, he tried lis best to return, but in vain ; over he
went like a shot, and long ere I could geb round some high
rocks and down to the lower part of the fall, T hiad 80 or
00 yards of line out, and fo follow him farther on this side of
the waler was not possible, owing to the steep rock rising
begide the stream. To add te the embarrassment of my
position I found on raising the peint of my rod, that in going
over the fall the fish had passed beneath some arch deep under
water, thus making my ease appear very lopeless,  But, deter-
mined not to give it up yet, I sent my man up to the house of

= Miwio, en parenthiss—I onca asked several old sportsmen what weight
wasg on the line at the very heaviest strain you coulil put en with red in
Ll a9 when holding on like grim death to an insabondinate fish, the end
of the line belng attached te the hook of a spring balance—i.e,, what
weight the Lalanee would register.  One man gmessed 35 s, another,
lmughing ot him, said ke would Let 20 1bs, to he nearer the mark : none
guessed less than 15 lbs. ! The fact is, you cunnot, with the best nml
strongeat fackly, draw out more than 34 or 4 s,
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Relugaz, where he formd an old three-pronged dung fork and
a gavden line, with which we managed to construet a grapmel ;
and at the second throw in, T got hold of the line below the
sunken arch ; then fastening it to wy right hand, T made my
man throw the whole line oft the reel and through the rings, and
having drawn the remainder of the line throngh the sunken arch,
and elear of the impediment, T formed n coil, and with my left
hand pitched the end of it up to him, when he passed it through
the rings again from the top of the rod, fixed it to the axle of the
reel, and handed we down the vod to where I stood.  Trom the
long line out, and the heavy water, I could not tell wheiher the
fizh was on or not, but the line looked greatly chafed all along.

I now tried the only plan to end the business; leaving
my man holding the rod, I went to a bridge some distanco
up the river, and having crossed to the other side and come
down opposite him, he pitched the rod over to me; T felt
that, if’ he was still on, I was sure of him, and recling steadily
up the 80 yards which wers out, I followed down to the
big round pool below, where, to my surprise, I became aware
that he was still on.  He wade but a feeble resistance, and after
a light of two hours and forty minutes, we got the clip into as
gallant a fish as ever left the sea—weight, 19} Ibs., and new
run.  The last hour and a half was in a roaring white flood.
The fly was, as you may imagine, well “ chawed up,”

The neighbourhood of Invererne to the basin of the
1-'im]hu1"n—-thg resort of inmumerable wild-fowl ; the sand
hills of Culbin, =0 curious, almost so marvellous; the
“ Black Forest,” stretching away behind Brodie and Dalvey ;
the “0ld Bar,” where the seals love to sun themselves on
the sand ; the mouth of the Muckleburn, the favourite
haunt of the ofter—made it a most desiable residence fora
naturalist and sportsman like St John, 1t was there lie
filled the bag of various game for me which he deseribes in
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“Wild Sports™ (p. 277), and which he announced to me
almozt in the same terms in a letter 1 have still preserved.
It was from Tonvererne, at a later time, he wrole to me—*
ean soon make out a chapter for every month of the year,
in the shape of letter or journal, so as to form a volume,”
—an intention which he partially carried ont under the title
of “Ficld Notes of a Naturalist,” and the materials for
which, on a more complete scale, are comprised in the
present volume,

Ti was at Invererne that he first took into his service old
tennie as a keeper, who figures in his books and notes as
“Donald.” Some of the qualities he ascribes to Donald are
imaginary, or belonged to some predecessor of Rennie, per-
haps a Sutherland highlander. But the old man has some
aof = Donald’s " characteristics strongly developed. To shoot
flying was not much in his way ; his master eould do that
pretty well for himself.  He was no dog-breaker either. |
fear he preferred a dog who could help to kill as well as
find gane. Dut he had some countervailing mevits in his
master's eyes.  He was well acquainted with the habits of
wild-fowl, and could take yeu up to swans or wild geese
when the ground seemed impossible.  The otters were his
own children ; e could tell you their out-goings and in-
comings as if by intuition. Then he was patient of cold
amd wet, and fatizue, and long watching, and was a most
useful slave, if not a divector of sport.  He has fallen into
evil davs since his master’s death.  He has only occasional
employment, and is apt sometimes to forget a march in
pursuit of some favonrite ehase. I am sure the gentlemen
of ]Iu;ﬂ}' will not be too =evere on the peceadilloes of St
Johu's olid * Donald.”
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[ think it was at Whitsunday 1847 that St. Joln moved |
his household fo a little villa beside Naimn, where he had |
the advantage again of friendly neighbours on both sides. y |
It was from that abode that he became so well acquainted
with the mosses and lochs about Lochlee, where Harry
shot his first awan.

In 15848 and 1849 he spent some time in Edinburgl,
making excursions from thence to Neweastle on the one
hand, and into Sutherland on the other. From his early
residence at Rosehall, Sutherland had always interest with
St. John, DBut no one could live an open-air life on the
coast of Moray without being attracted powerfully to the i
most picturesque outline of the Sutherland shore. Tlm“

country was then little known. Its mountains, seen across :
the great Firth, are most peeuliar and picturesque in out-
. line, suggesting ideas of great insulated mountains and -
_precipices, of different structure from the continuous ranges \
of our midland highlands. There were rumours, too, of |

eagles, land and water eagles, now exterminated elsewhere,

still holding their ancient reign there, and it was known

that the line of limitation of the breeding of several birds

of passage ran through the northern peninsula, which gave .
it mueh additional interest with a naturalist, who studicd
and desired to collect eggs as well as birds. Al these
things were inducements with Si. John, and led to his
recording his wanderings across the Moray Firth, in two
pretty volumes, which, for some reasons not worth pointing
out, have not been so popular as his earlier work. One
chapter of that book—a vivid deseription of hill sport in
winter—forms the last chapter of the present volume
another, without date, but which seems to embody his
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recolleetion of life at Heschall, 1 have been indueed to
add as an appendix to this Memoir,  In the autumn of
1849 he established his family at “the College” beside
Elgin—a most convenient and pleasant residence for a
sportsman with a family to educate.  The house was large
enough, and there was a big wild garden with some great
old trees, and surrounded by an old ivy-grown wall, which
served as a secure retreat for the pets of himsell and his
bovs, There is a pleasant society in and round the old
cathedral city, embracing some men of seience and students
of mature, with whom St. John scon beecnme a favourite,
The children had the advantage of good schools ; and for
sport and the study of the habits of animals, was there not
the Loch of Spynie, and the rocks of Covesea, where the
peregring breeds! St John's enjoyment of his Elgin resi-
dence was much inereased by his friend and cﬁmlmuinu in
sport, Captain Gordon Cumming, or later, Major Gordon
Cumming, having a house in the neighbourhood. '

His life at Elgin was indeed, I believe, very happy.
His letters were full of active pursuits, with now a fair
mixture of literary work. All his talents were turned to
account. No walk or drive but furnished a note on his
favourite study. He no longer complained that he was an
idle man. -

I sometimes visited him at the* College,” and used to
admire, perhaps a little to envy, his manner of living among
his children. The boys were the constant companions of
his sport when school permitted, and sometimes the school-
master was forgotten when the car came to the door to take
papa and Rennie to the Loch. Then, on return, there
were the contents of the game-bag to examine—rare speei-

.
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mens to note, and sowetimes to preserve and stull’ after
Mr. Hancock’s directions, who was a great friend and ally
of ald and young,  In the evening the drawing-room table
was a pretty sight.  Some rave bird, or if' no ravity offered,
a wood, handsomne, old blackeock was displayed en pose for
the artists, and father and children made studies in water-
colours of a head, a claw, or a tail of the fine bird. With-
ont pretending to much gkill in art, 8t. John drew easily
and coloured dexterously what was placed before him, and
he made all his children able to do the same. I remember

with what pride he showed me the journals sent him by -
Harry on his first voyage in Admiral Seymour’s ship, where 2

the young middy described the places he visited as well as_
he counld, and supplied defects by views drawn on the
margin.

St. John spent some happy years at Elgin, and his
friends looked forward to many days of life and enjoyment
for one so vigorous and aetive, and of most temperate and
healthy habits ; but this was not to be. He had been for
a long time subject to violent attacks of nervous headache,
(uite disabling him for any exertion; but these were of
short duration, and we little thought that they might be
symptomatic of some ecercbral affection, as it seemns they
were. He had one of the worst of those overpowering
headaches in the beginning of December 1853, but in a few
days he had apparently thrown off the disease, and on
Tuesiday, 6th December, was on his way out to shoot when
he was struck down by paralysis of the whele left side,

He was curied home quite powerless, assisted by Major .

-W. Piteairn Campbell, 23d Fusiliers, but retaining his
senses entire.  In the midet of overwhelming grief for snch
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a calamity, Mis. 8t John and® the whole family did what
their strength allowed fo allevipte his sufferings, bt it
required o man's strength to move the helpless suffever,
constantly requiving change of posture ; and he owed much
of what rendered life supportable, for some weeks, to the
untiring and tender care of his friend Major Gordon
Cumming,

He never recovered the nse of his limbs, but his health
was so far restored as to allow of his trying a change of air
and scene: He moved to DBrighton, and afterwards to
Southampton, without deriving much benefit from medieal
treatment or change of climate. His heart still clung to
the zcene of his youthiul sport, and to the last he indulged
the hope of i'emruiug “to some place between Spey and
Ness” but in vain. He died at Woolston, near South-
ampton, on the 12th July 1856.

He was buried in the Southampton cemetery. At his
feet, within his coffin, was placed, by his own desirve, the
slcull of # Leo,” a favourite retriever, ® Grip's™ successor.

Of the many amiable qualities which endearved him. to
his family and his personal friends 1 must not speak. I
may be allowed to point out for imitation the extreme care
and accuraey of his observations of nature—a rave merit—
and his guarded and simple statements of the results.  His
taste for rural pleasures, his love of spoty and his natural
unaffected style, will long endear his memory to natue
alists. C. IxNEs.
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—

LIFE AT HOSEHATL.

Is my sporting exeursions I frequently prefer being alone, and inde-
pendent of either friend or keeper ; not from any disinelination to
the society of my Ffellow-men—I/nr from it—Dbut from o liking to
wateh and observe the habits and proceedings of many of the living
animals of the conutry. Now one's friend may Lecome bored by
being carried off from his shooting, ond being hampered by the
movements of another person whose attention for the time being is
taken up in following some bird or beast not included in the game-
book, and therefore not deemed worthy of notice durtng the shooting
season.  If my own larder or that of my friend is in want of replen-
ishing, I ean fill it as well and quickly as most people ; but at other
times I like to take my shooting quietly. In deer-stalking the
solitary sportsman has often great advantages, though his enjoyment
of the sport is much enhanced by the thought that he has some
friend, some “ fidns Achates” to whom he ean relate the incidents of
the day, and who, following the swume pursuits, will enjoy and
appreciate the account of the pains and fatignes he has undergone
before bringing down the noble animal whose horns he exhibiis in
trionmph. Much of my decr-stalking time was spent alone, or at
most with no companionship save that of an aneient and experienced
Highlander, or a chanee visitor—some {ravelling laird or sportsman
—who was as glad to receive as I was to give provend and rest for
himself and horses.  From these civenmstances I got into the habit
of sketehing off an account of my day’s wanderings, when they had
been of that kind fhat T felt T might say to myself “forsan et hae
olim meminisse juvabit.”

I had more than once seen in a partieular corrie, or not far from
it, & remarkably fine stag : his borns, though not peculiatly long,
were heavy and large, with ten points well and evenly set on, of o
dark colour, and the points as white as ivery, The animal himself
was evidently of very great size and age, and in fine condition. He
lived guite alone, and did not seem to associate with any of the other
deer who frequented that district, although I ence saw him rize and
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trot off, warned by the movement of o henl of hinds; and at
another time e rose unexpectedly on my firng at two stags in a
eorrie 3 slill on neither of thess secasions, nor at any other time, did
he appear to be lying in company with the other deer, althongh not
above hall o mile from them, nor did he join them in their flight
when moved,  Instead of this he invariably trotted ofl sulkily ; aml
if T chaneeld to fall in with his track again, it was still zolitary, and
speeding in a dircet course over bog and hill to some far off mountain
glen or cordde, The shephends, who generally gave me notice of any
particulurly fine stag they might see in their vounds, distinguished
this one by a Gaelic name signifying the big red stag, as, besides his
other attributes, his colour was of a peculiarly bright red.  Douald
and T had made an unsuecessful mid or two into *the red stag’s”
country, sone unforeseen eireumstance always warning him of our
neighbourhood too soon ; besides which he had a tronblesome habit
of suddenly rising in the most nnasecountable manner from some un-
expected corner or hollow,  We might examine long and carefully
the whole face of o hill, and having made ourselves perfeetly sure
that nothing larger than o mountain hare could be concealed on its
sirface, up would rise “the red stag” from some trifling hollow, or
from behind somse small hillock, and without looking to the right
or lelt, off he would go at his usual trot, till we lost him in the
distance,

Anotlier time, alter we liad beat, as we imagined, o whole wood,
o that we were convinced that neither deer nor roe could have Leen
pazsed over, up would get the stag out of some elump of larch or
birveh apparently searcely bigz enough to hold a hare. Or else he
would rise at the very feet of one of the Leaters; and though not
above a Tondred yanls from the corner where I was posted he
always managed to turn hack, perhaps almost ranning over some
man who had no gun: but he' invarially escaped heing shot at,
excepling on one oceasion, when I placed a friend who was with me
near a pass by which the stag sometimes left a favourite wood., [
had stationed the shooter at the distance of lmILn mile from the
weod, as the deer was always most careful of himself, and most sus-
picious of dunger, when he first left the cover. On this cccasion,
aceording to my friend's aceonnt, the great beast hnd trotted quickly
awd suddenly past him at cighty yands distance, and took no notiee
of the barrels discherged at his broadside, though firel by o very
good shot, and out of a first-rate Manton gun that carried ball like a
rifle. My friend conld not aeeount for missing him ; but missed he
evidently was,

[ determined one day to start off alone in pursuit of this slag,

= L]
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amid 1o pay no attention to any other deer T might see during my
excursion.  Donald’s onlers were to mect me at o well-known rock,
about cicht miles from home, the next day ot two o'elock 5 gy in-
tention being, in the event of my not returning the same night, to
work my way fo a distant shephenl’s lhonse, and there to sleep.
Donald had directions as to the line by which he was to come, 1l
he might not disturh one or two favourite corries ; and he was alsa
to Lning a setter and my shooting apparatis, as 1 took with me only
a single-barrel rifle and o few bullets. 1 did not take Bram, s,
Leing alone, 1 conld not be quite sure that e would not be in my
way when getting up to the deer, it T shonld find him ; hut 1 took
adog of a very different kind—a powerful bulldog, who was well
acenstomed o deer-stalking, and who woulid lie dewn for an hour
together if commanded, without moving an inch.

On leaving the honse ot daybreak, or at least before the sun was
visem, T struck off in a straicht line throngh the woods, till, having
got through the whole cover, I sat myself down on the top of what
waz called the Easles Craig, and turned, for the first time that
morning, to the east to look at the sun, which was now rising in ils
utmest glory and brightness,—a glovions sight, and one that loses
not its intercst though seen each returning day, particularly when
viewed [rom the lonely places cither of Jand or sea: below me lay
a great extent of pine-wood, concealing the house and the caltivated
land around it, with the exception of a glimpee eanghi lere and
there of the bright green meadow which formed the banks of the
viver. The river itself was visille through many openings, and
where the outline of the trecs wos lower than in other places :
bevond the river rose a black moorland, which, growing gradually
higher and higher, terminated in mountaing with & most vavied and
fantastic ontline of peiks and precipices, the stony sides of which
were lighted up by the rising sumn, snd exlibited a strong contrast
to the deep eolour of the hills Lelow them, covered with dark
heather, mul not vet repchald by the son's raye,

Om the other side the ground was of quite a different charaeter :
imnlerlf.:litt}' on leaving the wond, the conntry for soma distanes had
a dreary, cold Took, Teing covered not with heather, but with a kind
of gray grass, called there deer's grass, which grows only in eold
swampy prowul.  Here and there this was varied by ranges of gray
stone and rock, and dotted with nomerons lochs:  In the distance
to the west T eould sew the upper part of o favourite rocky corrie,
the #un shining brightly on its gray rocks @ a little to my right the
firewnods terminated, bgt on that side, between me and the viver, of
which every bend amil reach was there in fMll view, were numerons
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littlis hillocks overgrown with birel drecs, old and rugged @ here wul
there, amongst these hilloeks, rose o great voimd geay vock, amd the
whele of this rough grownd wis interseeted with bright green glades,
Some three miles up the dver a Blue line of smoke gseondel pep-
pendienlardy in the still morning, the chimney it cune from being
comeealed Iy a group of biveh trees,

I looked carclully with my glass at all the nooks and ‘grassy
places to see 1f any deer were fosding about them, but conld see
nothing but two or three old e, A monwent alter o pair of young
roe wilked guictly out of zome concealed hollow, and after suring
about a short thoe amd having a game of romps on the top of o
hillock, were joined by their !lll"'tlli‘l' anil then all three enme into
the “’l‘luli’- at the foot of the entiz lﬁ]ll'll.. I was sitting.  The grouse
were ealling to ench other in all divections, and every now and then
am old cock-bind would take a short ily, crowing, to some stone or
hillock, where he stood aml sunned himself. T was struck just then
L the curions proceedings of o mountain-have, who had been Joed-
ing abont two hundred vands from me ; she suddenly began to ghow
spuptoms of uneasiness and fear, taking short runs and then stop-
ping, and turning her ears towands the hill-side behind her. [ soon
saw the cansze of her alom ina Leautiful marben cat : the Iafter,
however, having probally already made her moming meal, took
little motice of the hare, but cone with quicl leaps sbraight towands
me. As T was well concealed amongst the gray fmgments of rock
which eoversl the top of the emig, and which were cxactly the sane
volotr as the clothes T was dressed i, the little animal did not see
me. When about thirty yavds off she swldenly stopped and looked
in my direetion, having evidently ecome aware, throngh some of
lLicr fine senses, of the vicinity of an enony,  She offered me o fair
shot, and, well aware of the quantity of game Eilled by these animals,
I sent a rifle-ball right into hee yellow chest as she sat upright with
her head turned towands nie. '

But time advanesd, g0 T delayed na looger, and started off in a
westerly direetion.  Many o weary mile did T tramp that day with-
ot seeing anything but gronse, and an occasionnl hare.  Neverthe-
liss I saw many frosh truocks of ved decr: partienlarly crossing one
mosy piece of ground, where there appeared to have been at Jeast
twenty or thirty deer, and amongst them one or two large stags. In
one place 1 saw a solitary track of a noble stag, but it was two or
three davs obd, T judged that the herd whose tracks T saw had o
goul chanee of being in or alont a corrig, of whicl T should get o
view from the next height @ but after o 1r&:unl tiresome survey of
the ground T eould see no living creature Sexcepting o hieron, wha
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waz standing in hiz wswal disconsolate attitude on a stone in the
Lurn that ran ont of the eorrie, adding by his very presence to the
solittwle of the seeme. * 1 don't understand wheve these deer can
be” was my internal cjacnlation, “ but here they are not ; 20 come
om, good dog!  Another and another height did 1 pass over, amd
many @ len did T scale inch by inch till my cyes ached with strain-
ing through the glass : nothing could L see, amd 1 began to think 1o
mivsell that as it was past two and the shephends house was some
three hours” walk off, I had better turn in that divection ; so slant-
ing my conrse a litthe to the novth, T pulled my pladd round me and
walked on.  In deer-stalking, as much as in the every-day pursuits
of life, the old adage Lolds good—

ereilula vitnm
Bpes fovet @

and this said hope carries the weary stalker over many o long mile
I coone in half an hour to a large extent of heather-covered ground,
interspersed with a great number of tumulus-shaped hillocks. I was
lovking earelessly over these, when my eve was suddenly attracted
Ly & red-colowred spot on one of the mounds, T turned the glass
upon it, and at ence saw that it was a large bright-coloured stag
with fine antlers, and altogether an animal worth some tronble.  He
wis in o very diffieult situation to approach.  He commanded a
complete view of the face of the hill opposite to him, and over the
summit of which I was looking, and T was astomizhed he bad not
obaerved me, notwithstanding all my eare.  As the wind Dlew, T eonld
not approdel him from the oppozite direetion, even if’ L had time to get
vound thers before he vose ; and I knew that once on fool to feed, his
direction would Le 5o uncerlain amongst the monnds, that my chance
wonld be small

After a short survey I started off at my hest pace to the right,
thinking that [rom the nature of the ground I mighl succeed in
wotting into the valley unolserved ; and once there, by taking
wulvantafe of some hillock, 1 should have a tolerable clunee of
approaching him.  After what appeared to me a long tramp, I came
to o elight rise of the shoulder of the hill: beyond this was a hollow,
by keeping in which 1 hoped to get down unohbeerved. It was
already past three, but the siag had not yet moved ; zo, keeping the
tops of his horns in view, I began to crawl over the intervening
Leight. At two or three places which I tried, I saw that T eould
ot suecced, AL last Hﬂne to a more favouralile spot ; but 1 saw
that it still wonld not™lo, however well the dog behaved, and a
capital stalker he wgs, fmitating and following every movement of
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mine, eroching when I erouched, and erawling when T crawled. 1
did not wish to leave him guite so far from the deer, so I made
another cast, and this time found a place over which we both

wriggled ourzelves quite nnseen.  Thank heaven! was my exeluna-
: tion, as I found mysell in o situation where 1 conld stand upright
again.  Few people excepting decr-stalkers know the luxury of
standing upriglt, after having wormed onesell horizontally along the

ground for some time, There were the horns with their white tips
still motionless, excepting when he turned back his head to serateh
his hide, or knock off a fly. I now walked forward without stoop-
ing till T was within three or four hundred yands of him, when I
was siuddenly pulled up by finding that there was no visible manner
of approaching n yard nearer.  The last sheltering mound was come
to; and although these monnds from a distanee looked scattered
closely, when I got amengst them I foumd they were two or three
rifle-shots apart at the neavest. There was one chanee still ; a rock
or ratler stome lay about eighty yards from the stag, and it scemed
that T might make use of this as a screcny 8o as, il my luck was
great, to get at the animal. I took off my plaid, laid it on the
ground, and ordered the dog to lie still on ii; then buttoning my
Jacket tight, and putting a piece of cork, which I carried for the
purpose, into the muzzle of my rifle to prevent the divt getting into
it, I started in the most snake-like attitude that the human frame
wonld admit of I found that by keeping perfectly flat, and not
even looking up onee, I could still get on unobserved. Imch by
inch I erawled: as I neared the stone my task was easier, as the
ground sank a little and the heather was longer, At last T veached
the place, and saw the tips of his horns not above cighty yards from
me, 1 bad no fear of losing him now ; so, taking out the cork
from oy rifle, T stretched my limbs one by one, and prepared to rise
to an attitude in which I could shoot ; then, pushing my rifle slowly
forward, I got the barrel over the stone unperceived, and rose very
smdually on one knee.  The stag seemed to be intent on watching
the face of the cpposite hill, and, thongh I was partially, exposed,
did not see me: his attitude was very favourable, which is seldom
the caze when a stag is lying down ; so, taking & delibernte aim at
his shoulder, I was on the point of firing, when he suddenly saw
me, and, jumping up, made off as havd as he could.  He went in a
1 slanting direction, and before he had gone twenty yards T fired, T
was gare that T was steady on him, but the shot only scemed to

L :T hurry his pace ; on he went like an arrow out of a bow, having
4 -shewed 1o symptom of being hurt beyomd dropping his head for a

single meoment. v
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I revoained motionless in despair: o mere magpificent stag 1
had never seen, and his bright red colowr aml white-tipped horns
shewsd me that he was the very animal T had =0 often sen and
wished to get. e ran on without slackening lis pace for at least
a hundred vands, then suddenly fell with o crash to the grouwmd, his
horns vattling against the stones, | knew e was perfectly dead,
so, enlling the dog, ran up to him.  The stag was quite motionless,
amsl lay stretched ont where he fell. T found on opening him that
the Ball lad possal throngh the lower part of his hearb—a wound |
shonlil have imngined sufficient to have deprived any animal of life
amid motion instantaneously,  Bot T have shot several decr through
the heart, and have observed that when hit low they frequently ran
from twenty to cighty sardz. I however, the ball has passed
throngh the upper part of the heart, or has ent the large 1lood-
vessels innediately above it, death has been instantancous, the ani-
mal dropping withont o strugele.

Having ddnly admired and examined the poor stae, not withont
the nsual compunction at hoaving put an end to his life, T set to
work bleeding and preparing him for being left on the bill 6l the
next day, sccure from attacks of ravens and eagles ; then, having
taken my landmarks =0 a5 to be sure of finding him again, I started
o wy march to the shephend's house, looking mther anxiously
rotunl at the increasing lemgth of my shadow and the diminished
height of the sun; a5 T had to pass some very bogpy sronmd with
which I was not very well acquainted. 1 had not gone o quarter of
a mile; however, when I saw the shepherd himsel!f making his way
homewards, I gave o Jowd whistle to eateh hiz attention, aud, hav-
ing joined him, I tock him back to shew the exact place where the
stag was Iving, to save mysell the tronble of retmming the next day,
Maleoln was mather an ally of wine, amd his delight was great at
seeinyy the stag,

# "Deed, aye, Sir; it% just the muekle red stag himsel' ; mony
a time I've seen the bonny beast.  Save ns ! how ved his pile is 17

“Yes, he is a fine beast, Maleolm ; and you must bring your
gray pony for him to-morow. I must have the head moul one
hannch down to the hownse ; take the rest to your mother ; T dare
say she can salt it

I kmew pretty well that this good Tndy must have hal somne ex-
perience in making red deer hams, unless Maleolm was very much
slamdered by his neighbowrs ; nevertheless Te had promized me not
to poach on my ground, and knowing that T trusted guite to his
Bonour, I Lelieve that he neither did 2o himeel§ nor allowed any one
els Lo ddo s,
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“ You are ower gocd, your Lonour ; and the mither will be
glud of a bit venizon ; it's o long time now sinee 1 killed a deer”
1 “ When was the Tnst, Maleolm 17 I azked,
‘Y “ (hy, mony & day sine, Sir: Loty 4o Lell the trath, it is enly
vestenday sinee T fivad ot one”
“ And whers was that, Maleolm 1™
“ Why, if your Honowr wants to kuow, aml T an sure you will
do mo il furn te o lad for taking a shoot, L'l just tell you.”
I condd not help smiling at Maleolm's seseribing himself as a
lad.  He stood six feet three inches without his shoes, and a perfeet
® giant in every proportion, Lut strong mud active withal, and a eapi-
tal stalker, being alle to wind lis geeat Lody about thvongh moss
amd heather in o manner that was guite marvellous,  Maleolm's
aceount, then, was, that a shephend on an uljoining property, or
rather on one divided from where we were by o long luke, lad
ssked him to come up some evening with his gun to ¥ fleg™ sone
i __‘( ieer that had Leen destroying his litile crop of cats. W u.it, Mal-
solm bl cone ; and (he evening before I met him he had fired in
the dosk at o stag with o londfol of large slogs ; the deer was hit
andd erippled, bt had thrown out the eolley dogs, which had pur-
sned him, by taking to the water and apparently swimming the
Toch  If Tie had managed to eross he must be on my side of it, and
1 might by ehance fall in with bim on my return home the next day
in =one of the burns amd glens: theoneh which I ghould have to
walk,  Liliid net hlane Malcohn mueh, knowing the mischiel done
Ly deer to the shephends' Tittle erops ; Lesides which the ground
where e had shot this stag was not preserved or used ns a forest Ly
1 the owner.
' We had o weary walk, thongh enlivened by Maleolm's conver-
ration.  Without iz company and guidavee 1 should have had some
« difticnlty in finding my wiy throngh the rough ground over which
w Bl 1o pass The wight, oo, had come on gquite dark before we
reached the shealing.

Chy entering L wits mireh strnck Ly the gronp which we mt. by
the light of several splinters of bog-fir lnid on a stone,  Malcolin's
old father, a muan whese vears mmﬂu-ml it lepst four-seore, wis
reading  chapter of the Bible in Gaelic to the rest of hiz family,
which consisted of his wilke, a woman of nearly coual age to himself,
bt hale, neat, and vizorous, and of o sister and brother of Maleolm's ;

 the former o peenliarly pretty, though somewhat extensive damsel §
k amil the latter a giant like Maleolm himself, equally good-looking,
andd equally respected in bis own rank of life,  The ol man laving
looked off hiz Look for a moment, without pansing in hi= reading,

- .
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continued his ¢hapter,  Following Maleolm’s example, 1 took off my
cap, and sat down on a chest in the room, and though of conrse not
understanding a wond of what was read, I was struck by the appear-
anee of real devotion awd reverenee of the whole group, and looked
o with feelings of interest and respect till he eame to the end of o
somewhat lengthy chapter.  This finished, the old wom, resting his
head on hiz hands, whieh his long pray haiv entirely covered,
utteral a short prayer in the same langnage.  The moment this was
done he handed the Bible to his danghter, who, wiping it with her
apron, deposited it in a chest. I was then weleomed with great
kindness, and preparaiions were made for Maleoln's and my supper,
which consisted of tea, catenke, eges, and part of a kippered trout,
canght in a stream rnning out of the large loch, and which when
alive must have weighed at least twelve pounds : such eream and
milk, too, a5 are met with, or at any rate enjoyed, only in the High-
landde.  With real politeness the old people talked to me but litile
during the meal, seeing that I was tired and hungry ; but over the
glazs of capital toddy which suceeeded the tea 1 had many a ques-
tion to answer Tespecting the killing' of the stag, ete.  The old lady
spoke very little English, but understood it well envugh.  The old
shephend listened with great interest, the more so from having been a
eomewhat faomons stallker in his own time, and now o great Jamenter
of the good old time when deer and Wack cattle were more plentiful,
and sheep eompamtively fow to what they are in the present day.

Before the earliest grouse-cock had shaken lis plumage, and
ealled bis mate from her heatlier couch, T had left my sleeping-place
in-the Luilding that did duty for a barn, where deep in the stmw,
and wrapped inomy plaid, 1 bad slept sound as a deerstaller, and 1
finey no person slecps more soundly, 1 bad prefersed going 1o
roost in the clean straw to passing the night within the house,
knowing by former experience that Maleolm's shealing was tenauied
Ly myriads of nocturnal insects, which, like the ancient Britons,
“ furi hospitibus,” would have left we bat little quiet during the
micht,  The Last time I had slept theve, all the feas in the shealing,
“ povitatis avidi,” had f=sued ont and fallen on the body of the
unlucky stranger. Tempted by the clean and fresh appearance of
the good lndy's sheets, 1 had trusted oy tived limbs to their snowy
whiteness, when, sallying forth from every erevice and every corner,
the legion of insects had hopped on e, to enjoy the treat of a
supper of English blood. The natives of these places seem quite |
callous to everything of the kind.

To eontinue, however,  Alter making good nse of the born that
sippled along within fifty yards of the house; and having eaten a
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most alarming quantity of e composition called porridge, 1 sallied
forth alone.  Maleolm and his brother would fain have accompanied
ey bl the Tatter had to attend some guthering of sheep in o dif-
‘\‘(’ ferent divection, and Maleoln was obliged to go for the stag killed
T yesterday.  He therefore only walked a few hundred yards up the
' first hiill with me, in order to impress well on my recollection the
different glens and Turns he wished moe to look ot on my way to the
place of rendezvons with old Donald,  The sun was but a lietle dis-
tanee above the horizon when T gained the st of a tolevably
long and steep ascent inmnedistely behind Maleolm's house, A
blackenck or two rose wild from some caimn of stones or hillock,
where they had been enjoying the earliest mys of the sun, and flew
back over my head 1o take shelter in the seattered Divel thickets
near the Elll'-'l.]itii_;; and here and there a pack of grouse rose, alight-
ing again before they had fown a hnndved yands, as i fully under-
staneling that grouse shooting was not the order of ihe doy, and,
strutting along with their necks stretched up, seemed Lo eare little for
my presence,  The ring-ousel Hitted from vock to rock, utlering its
wild and sweet note,  Truly there is great enjoyment gained by the
early riser ; everything in nature has a pleasant aspect, and seems
happy and thankful to see the light of another sun.

The grear mountain to the west Jooked magmificent as its gray
corries amld eliffs were lighted up ly the morning mys. A noble
pile of rock amd heather iz that weundain, and well named Ben
Mhor, or the Big Mountain—uot a triten nmengst minnows, butl a
triton amongst tritens.  The solden eagle, to add grandeur to the
scene, was sweeping through the =ky high above me, amd appavently
eveing my canine companion with mingléd curiosity amd appetite.
Onee or twice in his cireles he eame g0 near that [ was lialf in-
elined to send a rifle-ball at him, but as often as T stopped my walk
with this intemtion, the noble binl wheeled off again, and at Inst,
remnembering his Treakinst hour was past, flew off ina steaight line
at a great height towands the loch to the north of s, where he pro-
bably recollected having seen some dead or sickly sheep during his
flight homewsanls the evening before,

I had severnl hours to spare before the time of meeting Donald,
s Ldiverged here and there; wherever T thought it likely T should
find deer, and then kept o novtherly conrse in order lo ook ol some
burns and geassy ground near the loch, seeording to Malcolm's

. alvice. The loch itsell was bright and beautiful, and the small
islands on it looked like cmeralds set in silver,  With my glass
comld distinguizh eight or nine wild geese as they raffled the water
in their morning gunbels, haviog probalily just Jetumed From grae-
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ing on the short green prass that grew on diffevent spots near the
waler'’s edoe.  These grassy places were the sites of Tonner halbita-
tiomz, and wore still marked by the line of crumbled walls, now the
con=tant resort I.l{ 1]'[' ru"l.\.' '\.'|.'i1||. L LT I1L:|t- 1I-|,'I._'L'II L"I.'u'l.‘j' :.'u'.'l_l' (1141 the
Toeely aml wmvisited islands of the loeh,

Below we there was o capital flat for deer, o long sloping valley
with a winding Lom flowing throngh the mididle, along the banks of
which were grmssy gpots where they constantly fod, T eeavched this
lomg and eavefully with my gliss, bt saw nothing excepting a fow
small companies of sheep which were feeding in different locks
abont the valley, S0 famons, however, wis this place a5 the vesort of
l.|'|.‘|.'1',ll|l.’|l .{ tosinlz ;.:Hlu] care nolb to :-]1|'1|l.' :|||11.'.'-4,-|f| .‘!1|1’|. 1_'I,'1|.'|'|"||'|I |:;'|1'1_'|.'1:I":."
into & bollow vian, whicl, leading to the edge of the burn, would en-
abile me to walk almost unseen for a long distanee, and. I thought that
there might still be deer fesding in some bend of the waterconrse,
where they hal escaped my search.  Belore I hnd walked many
hundred yards down the conrse of the burn, I saw such traces as
eonvinesd me they had been feeding there within a few howrs ; 2o

H
arcanging mwy pland amd rifle, T walked stealthily and slowly onwands,
expecting too see them every woment.  The natuve of the gromml
wis such that I mizhe cone on them quile unperceived ; the dog
too shewed symptoms of seenting something, putting hizs nose to {he
trcks and then looking wistfully in my face, walching every move-
ment of my rifle.  The ingniring expression of his face was perfieet ;
whenever I stopped o look over or around seme projecling angle of
rock, he kept his eves fixed on my face, s if to rewd in it whether
wy search was sneecssful ov not. A deer-stalker in the situntion 1
was in woild make a good sabject for a painter, I wound my way
ilemtly and slowly through the broken vock and stone which formed
the bied of the b, shewing in their piled-up confusion that the
waler must at some times mge amd rush with the fuey and power of
am Alpine torrent, though now it daneed mervily along, rippling
throngh the stones and forming tiny pools hove and there where it
had not stremzth cnough to break throungh the accumulated sand
and pravel which dammed up its feeble stream,  Dressed in gray,
amd surmounded with gray stone on every side, T was ag little con-
gplenons as it was possible 1o be, and there was jost enough vipple
in the streamn and its thowsand miniature caseades Lo drown the
sound of my footsteps, whenever I inndvertently put my fool on
any stone that grated or slipped Delow me. The only thing that
annoyvel me was an occasional sheep that wonld see e From the
Bank alove, and by running off in o stariled manner was likely to
wiurn the decr, ift there were any ahead of me, of the vicinity of an
L
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enemy. I had continned this comse for some distance, when jus
as I began to tarm ol in onder to eposs the valley 1o look over 1l
next height, and had made op my anind that the deer whese fecent
traces [ had =con must I slipped away wnobserved —just then,
on tuming o corner, T ocanght o womentary plimpse of the T
quarters of ong of the wis Ilul for animals walking slowly round a
turn in the bur, 1 stopped, feadng they Bad seen or heand me,
amd T expected to see them leap out of the hollow and make away
across the valley ; but not seeing this happen, T walked eavelully o,
and came in view of nine deer, hinds and calves, who were [eeding
quictly on o little pieee of table-land ¢lose to the burn. T also saw
the long ears of ancther appearing beyond aml above the rest, evi-
dently Tring on the look-out.  They seemed 1o have no suspicion of
an enemy, and when they stopped to gnee about them their heads
were tarmed mere towands the plain avound than to the course of
the burn.  The scntry too wis seemingly occupied with looking out
in every direction excepting where 1 was, They were not more
than two hundrad yards off, and T judged that by advaneing quickly
the moment that they turmed the next eorner, T should be able 1o
pet unperceived within forty or fifty yards. The single hind had
disappeared too, having gome over a small rise. 1 put on a new
copper cap, and {elt sure of an easy shot : the dog, though he did
not see the deer, perfectly understood what was going on, amd
seemed alrail to breathe lest he should be heard, Amongst the
herd were two fine barren hinds, both in capital condition. T did
not eare which of the two I might kill, but determined to have
one, and was already beginning to reckon on Donald’s delight at
my luck in getting o fine hind az well as the stag T had killed
vesterday.  AllL the hinds had now gone out of sight, and T moved
on. At that very moment the eenlry hind, a longlegeed, rmpged,
donkey-like beast, came back to the mound where she liad been be-
fore, and her sharp eves instantly detected me,  Never did nolucky
wight, eanght in the very act of doing what he least wished slhould
Le known, feel, or, T dare eay, look =0 taken aback as T was, I
stood moticnless for o moment, hoping that even nER evesiglt might
Le deceived Ty my gray dress, but it was too late ; giving o snort
of alarm, she was instantly out of sight. I ran forwands, trusting
to be i time for a munning shot at some strageler, and came in view
of the whole troop galloping away, a tolerably lTong shot off, but still
within range, aud affording n fair hroadside mark as they went along
in single file to gain the more level ground. T of course pullad up,
anid tock a delilvmmte aim at one of the fa hinds.  She afforded me
o fair cnough clinnee, but T saw, the moment T pulled the trigger,
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that T had missed Loy, The ball steack and splintered a0 roek, wnd
must have passed within a very, few inches of the top of her slioml-
der, T saw my ervor, which was that, misealenlating the distance, 1
lindd fived o little too high,  However, it wis too late to remedy it ;
g0 1 stood quicetly watching with a kind of vague hope that my Tall
might have passed theough her shonlder, though in reality 1 was
sure this was not the case. They never stoppel il they reached
the very summit of one of the Lieights that inclosed the valley, and
then they all halted in a gronp for two or theee minutes, standing
in elear and strong veliel against the sky.  After looking back fur a
short time towands the point of alarm, they disappeared over the top
of the hill, and [ reloaded my ritle, and then went to examine the
exnct spot where my ball had struck.  Judging from the height it
was from the ground, T saw the hind had bad a very navrow eseape,
aml muttered to mysell “Not a bad shot alter all, though unlucky ;
well, T'm glad it was not a fine stag—never mind the hinds" 1t's

pleasant to find consolation—* rebus in adversis ;" my dog in the—
meantime scented about a good deal, and seemed to wonder that I :

Bl amizzed.

I now turned off oul of my stony path, and walked across o
long truct of easy ground. There were several likely spots in my
way, but no deer were to be fonnd 3 and an hour before my time T
arrived at the trysting-place, which was a peeuliarly-shaped large
rock, standing in the midst of a great extent of gronnd eovered with
geay stones, and rocks of a similar description, but all much smaller,
The rock itzell rejoiced in o Gaelic name signifying the “ Devil's
Stone” It was a enrious spot,—a wide and gentle slope of a hill
perfectly covered with these gray stones, looking as il they Tad
dropped in a shower from the elonds, They ended alrupily near
the foot of the Lill, and formed almeost a stmight line, as il some
giant workman had done his best to clear the remainder of the slope,
and liad picked all the stones off that part, as farmers do off «
grass feld,  Upwands, towawds the top of the hill, they inereased, it
possible, in number, and the summit appeared like one mass of rock,
Throngh all this desolation of stone there were several strips of hea-
ther, or withered-looking grasz, not much wider, however, than foot-
paths.  These served as passes for any sheep and deer which might
fancy journeyiug through them.

I reached my point of rendezvons, and sat Jdown to wait
patiently for Donald, with my face tumed in the dircetion whenee

he was to arrive. I knew that, unless detained by any quite un- -
fureseen accident, he wouldl arrive rather before than after his time, =

-
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us he was to Lring me something in the shape of luneheon ; the
liguid part of which 1 wos confident he wonld not forget,

I waited some time in this solitude, without hearing or seeing
any living creature to enliven the dreary landseape before me, with
the exception of a pair of ravens who, pussed ot 1o great height
ahove me, uttering their harsh evoaks of i1l omen as they wingel
their way in a divect course, to feast on the raunins of some dead
sheep or deer,

My attention was snddenly roused, however, by hearing a couple
of shots in quick sueeession, the sound coming from the direction in
which T expected Domald.  As the veports did not appear o be at
any great idistance, T rose with the intention of going to meet him
thongh I eould not wnderstand what he was shooting at, it being
quite against both his and my ideas of propriety that he should hunt
the very ground over which T intended to Leat homewsrds. On
secomd thonghts, [ fancied that he had fired off his gun to warn me
of his approach ; but, just as I was possing these things over in my
Bead, T saw a stag of good sice come in view from the divcetion in
which T had heard the shots.  Down T dropped instantly behind
rotk, as the deer was coming steaight towards me,  As he approached,
I saw that the poor beast was hawd hit. One of Lis forelegs was
broken, and swinging about in o miserable wanner, and he had also
ong of hiz horns broken off a few inches above his head ; altogetlier
he seemed in o most pitialle state.  Before he came within two hun-
dred yards of me he turned off, and T watehed him as he serambled
along on three legz painfully and slowly, stopping frequently to look
back, or to emgll at the blood that was trickling down lis sides
I conld plainly see that he was also struck somewhers about the
middle of his body, a5 well as on the horn and leg, ond was now
bleeding fast. It then oceurred to me that Donald had fallen in
with o lame stag, and had thought it best to do what be could
towards killing him with my gun,  Bullets he always took with him
Ly my orders. The etag continued his painful wareh, and I would
have given much to have been within resch to put an end to the
poor brote’s misery.  He twiee lay down on a gmssy spot amongst
the rocks, having first looked anxiously and fearfully vound him ;
but scemingly the attitude of lyving was more painful to hime than
moving slowly on. I remembered then a theory of Donald's, that a
deer never lies down when ehot through the liver, but continues
moving, or af any rate standing, till he dies. How far this opinion

as correct I never had a good opportunity of proving. The deer
hefore me, having found that lying down gave him no velief, cons
tinned moving, but still slowly and with evident diffienlty. Onee
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he stopped and stond ina pitifal attitude, tremlding all over, and
movitg his Teal up and down gz il oppresseld w ith deadly sickness.
After this he seemed to recover-shightly, ad, standing ereet, g
with care and anxicty in every diveclion ; fleny, s i letermined o
make one more efface for bis life, set S in @ broken trot. He lud
been winding about amongst the mwks all the time T lusd been
watching him, seldom more than two lundred yards from me, anl
somnetimies so near that T was half tempted to try o shot at Tim; but
1 was always in hopes of getting within surer range, and did not fire.
He now trotted off about three hundred yands, where thoere was a
gmall Black pool of waters  Into this he went il did mot at first
reach higher than his knees.  Just then Donald appeared in view,
coming slowly amd cantionsly over the Lill, and Teading a pointer in
a strims L saw that the dog was tracking the deer. 1t was a lage
powerful dog, of great size and Arength—one of the finest, if mot
qitite the finest built dog of the kind that T lad ever possessald or

seen.  Having been at the death of one or two deer, he had taken iy
1|_g'|_:_|r1;|1_:,," _|';||||_-I|,' 1o the =eent of & '|L|1-|_'-|_|.i|:|::= #tag, and tracked true aml

keenly, T sat quict to wateh him aud the old Highlander, ns they
came slowly Lot surely on the tmack, with Toth theiv noses to the
ground ; Donald lonting low, in order to be sure that the dog was
still right, which he conlid tell pretty well by the occasional spots of
blood on the gy stones, though the grownd was too hard most of
the way to show the mark of the foot,  Now and then they secined
quite thrown out for a minute or so; this I =aw was penerally
oceasioned by Donald’s want of judzment: the dog, though he
strained on the string, kept the track wonderfully well in every
turn. The poor object of their chase, when he first saw his enenies -
appear, gave a sudden start, and seented inclined to make off; but
om second thoughts he stopped sliort again, and, lowering his head
and neck, erouched in the water, as if trusting to the surrqunding
rocks for conccalment ; and there the poor animal remained, with
stooping horns, perfectly motionless, but evidently with every nerve
und sense on the alert, listening for the nearcr approach of his
enemies, For my own part, 1 becume quite intevested in watehing
Dotinld and the dog; I knew that the stag was enfely onrs, as he
coulil not leave the pool without coming into Tull view, and baving
to depend om lis speed for eafety, which in his enfeebled state wos
the last thing he would like to do.  Deonald looked anxionaly round
him sometimes, as if Te hoped to see me, and as if he expected 1o
liear my rifie every moment, since he was well aware that our tine
of meeting was past, and that T was pretty suve nob to be far off;
When he came near the # Devil's Stone” he checked the dog, and
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giune toa determined halt, hesitating whether oocontinue tracking
the st or to wait for my sppearmes and assistance ; e took a
long look, too, at the commtry far begond where the animal really was,
It was amusing o seethe ol fellow, as he st within éighty yands
of me, perfect]ly nneonscions that the stag was 5o near himg, and that
I was still nearor. The whole thing, too, shewed the great necessity
of always having a good tracking dog out when deerstalking ; for
hiere was o movtally-strock stag Iying concealed, where a dozen men
might have passal within a few yards withont seeing him, 1 thought
it thme to finish 1the business, and gave a low whistle o wamn
Domald of my neighbourhood before 1 stivred, as 1 thought it not
at all unlikely that he wonld fire Dlindly at the first moving thing
he saw amengst the rocks in his present excited state,  He started
andd stared round him. T saw that the deer only erowclied the Jower,
amil would not move ; so, whistling again, T stosd up.  “The Lonl
keep us, Sir, but you flegeed me just awfal 1" said Donald.  * But
h{ did yonr Honour see a stag come this way 1" T told him that T Lad,
: and that he had passed on ; but I did not say how far he had gone.
The obd man was anoeyed in oo slight degree ot the iuformation ;
amd en my questioning him hew be had got at the deer, ele, e told
e that, as he came to meet me, he had seen o erippled stag coming
slowly over the ground exactly towards him ; and that having stooped
down and loaded the gun he carred az quickly as he could, he had
waited 11 the stag passed within twenty yaeds of him ; that he then
fired both barvels, one at his head and neck ; that one ball had broken
off’ a portion of the dect’s horn, while the other had passed through
Lis body, tumbling him over ; but that he had quickly recovered
and made off in my direction, and was probally now in the burn
over the next hill, % Dut yon are aye smiling, siv ; and I ken weel
that yon've seen wore of the Lrute than you tell me” T told the
oldd man exactly where he was ; and having made him quite nnder-
sfand the very vock he was behind, T gave him the rifle to finish the
work he had commenced, while T sat down with the two dogs in full
view of the pool, in erder to keep the attention of the stag ccenpied.
“ Nuw then, Donald take eare ; don't be in a hurry, and hit bim
in the heart or the head.”

% No fear, no fear ; if I put out,” said Donald, © ye needoa mind,

the beast is a5 gude as killed alveady.”
: Then taking a prodigions spoonful of snull to clear his brain, and
1 divesting himsell of his gamebag and other enfumbrness, he set olf,
He reached o mownd within thirty yands of the stag, and Tying flat
on kis stamach, with his rifle resting on the bank, he aimed long
and steadily ; then, with sundey kicks and coptortions, serewing
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himself into an attitude that pleased him more, I took angther aim,
and then o good strong pull at the trigger—Dbut in vain, as he lal
not cocked the rifle  Without taking it off the rest over the Lank,
he pulled back the bhammer and fived instantly, missing the stag
entitely, Donald was too astonished to move ; bat not so the stag,
who jumped up amd wade of—geing, however, so stiflly and Lonely,
that I saw the dogs must bring him to imnediately. - So Llet them go,
and in a very short time they had the poor beast on the ground, and
were both fixed on him like leeches, the bull-dog on his throat, and
the pointer worrying at Lis slhonlder.

“ Brave, Donald '—well missed!™ T could not help calling out
as I passed him, rouning a2 hard a3 1 could to help the doge.  The
old man was not lomg in joining me; and the dogs were soon
got off. The stag was bled, aud then examined all over to see where
he had been struck.

“ "Deed, Sir,” said Donald, pointing to the rifle, ® she i5 as gleg

amd kittle to handle as’ h .

Here he pansed as if at a dead loss for a simile ; which L y
wias oblized to help him to at last by sugoesting, * As your own
wife, Donald,” At which he indulged in o low inward chuckle
and a pinch of sunfl, without, however, denying the © soft fmpeach-
went.” >

On locking at the stag, we found that he had evidently been
very lately shot at, and that one of his forelegs was broken above the
knee—ihe bone smashed entirely, and the leg hanging on by the
skin, which would have scon worn through ; the animal, having
lost the inenmbranes of the broken b, would soon, if Left in quiet,
bave entirely recovered.  We prepared our gome for being “ left till
ealled for,” and sat down to our luncheon. My account to Donald
of the death of my other stag was interrupted by o most desperate
battle between the dogs, who had fallen out over the dead body ;
anl being prefty well matched in size aid courage, we had preat
difficulty in reducing them to order, and compelling them to keep
the pesce.

I had a pleasant though not very bloody afternoon’s shooting
zoing home, killing seven bimee of wild-llyving grouse, a malland, and
two Dlackeocks.  The uight had set in before we were half way
through the woods in which the Tast two or three miles of our road
lav ; we could hear numberless owls hooting and calling on the tops

|
L
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of old larch-trees.  Ewervihing else was as still as death, ! '
# Theed, Sir, that's no canny " exclaimed my companion, as an i '
owl with peenliar vigone of Tungs ultered his wilid erv close to s, 3
. ¢
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alighted on the opposite side of the

and thenglitting past our fuces,
aml recommenced his soug of bad

avenue wo were walking aloug
TF it wasu't =0 dack, I'd empty the gun into his ugly
However, as it s g0 davk, the owl cseapad being sterviticed
and we soon reached the house, where
I||IH-I"\JU"|.|.| W Il}' DO MANE wicee -
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craig”
to Donalid’z dislike this time ;
the comforts of my own dres
able after so long an absence from mzor, bmshes, cle,
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: NOTES
'E’ NATURAL HISTORY AND SPORT
l IN MORAYSHIRE.

CHAPTER THE FIRST.

-( JANTARY,

Duriee the month of January the wood-pigeons (Coliembe
pitfutibies) commence feeding greedily on the tumnips.  They do

J not, in my opinion, dig into the roots with their bills, unless
j rabbits or rooks have been before them to break the skin of the
turnip. In fact the wood-pizeon’s bill is not at all adapted for

I cutiing into a frozen and unbroken turnip. The crops of those
which I kill at this season are full of the leaf of the turnip ; and
they appear not to attack the centre or hieart of the green leaf, but
to eat only the thin part of it.  The wood-pigeon feeds more par-
ticularly on the leaf of the Swedish twrnip, which is more sueeulent.
Every wood is tenanted by these handsome birds during
the breeding season ; they frequently form their nest and rear
their young in gardens close to louses, pulting aside their
natural wildness to claim the protection of man ; they breed
about three times in the season. T have aseertained ilis by waleh-
ing some that eome every season fo breed in my garden, building

’ in the shrubs elose to the hounse, and frequently not above six feet
x._[mm the ground, where, when sitting, they allow us 1o pass by

l them without shewing the least alann.  In the woods they

-
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breed in great numbers in trecs, in vy somotimes, in a furze
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bush, and in some fow instances 1 have found the nest on the
around.  Frequently they build elose to the sparrow-lawk, not-
withstanding the enmity which exists between these birds ; the
sparrow-hawk frequently killing wood-pigeons, in spite of the
superior weight and size of the latter bird. 1t is to be supposed
{hat when these two so dissimilar birds build so close together,
it is for mutual protection against the hooded crow, who is
always searching for eggs.  The sparrow-hawk attacks and
drives away every crow which may approach, while the wood-
pizeon does good service by giving due notice of the encmy.
About November the wood-pigeons assemble in immense locks
to feed on the stubble and new-sown wheat, They then roost
in great numbers in certain favourite woods, and the surest way
of killing a few is to wait under those trecs they most frequent in
the evening. The sportsman should remain quite motionles:
for a minute or more after the wood-pigeon lLas alighted, as for
that time the bird is looking in all directions below her for any
enemy. After having done this she is not so much on the alert,
and the shooter can raise his gun without her taking the alarm.
The wood-pigeon feeds also on acorns, beech-nuts, the seed of
the wild mustard, and, where it can be obtained, devours great
quantities of the Pofentilla ansering, breaking it off in pieces of
about s inch in lenpth.  Though, without doubt, a consumer
of great quantities of grain, at some seazons the wood-pigeon
wust feed for many months wholly on seeds of weeds, which, il
left to grow, would injure the farmer's crops to a very serious
extent.  Amongst other secds which it eats are those of the rag
weed. The wood-pigeon not being able to seratch up seed, can
only fecd on those which lie exposed. It nlso eats the berries
of the ivy, mountain ash, cherries, and strawberries, During
snow it feeds on the turnip fields, eating the leaves. I have
made many attempts to domesticate the wood-pigeon, buk have

remain with me after they had acquired the ring round the
neek and their mature plumage.  Althongh they have been s

L
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suceeeded only in one or two instances in inducing the birds iu,__'_‘\ l
|
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twmne as possible, about that age they wander away or join the
passing (locks of their own spocics. 1 have nover but once seon
a wood-pigeon with any vardety of plumage.  In this instanes a
wood-pigeon, almost entively white, hias for thres wintors, and is
shill (Nov, 1852), feeding on the same ficlds near Elgin, I have
seen thiz bird quite distinetly through wmy telescope and ex-
amined its plumage, which is pure white with a few marks of
the natural eolour about the neek and fail. Although there is a
great extent of new-sown wheat (Nov, 23) in every direction, 1
shoot wood-pigeons with their erop full of the sced of the dock,
and without a single grain of eorn ; they also have in their erops a
great deal of the rag weed and small potatoes as large as marbles,
In the gavden I see the titmice (Parws cowulens) search-
mz for, aml feeding on, the nests and eogs of the common
garden spider. The little blue tom-iit is of great service to
gardencrs as a destroyer of many kinds of inscets, which wounld
increase to & most injurions extent without the aid of these
prying little fellows, who are seen everywhere and at all seasons,
Several pairs always breed in my garden wall ; they line their
nests with a great quantity of feathers and other soft substances
and lay eight to ten eggs, necording to some authors twiee that
number, though I certainly never saw above len egos in o nest.
When sitfing, the old bird is very tame and bold, attacking the
hand which is put into her nest, hissing at it like a snake, and
frequently vefusing to leave her eggs. The young, when first
fledged, resemble the parent bird in brightness of colour more
than the young of most other birds, The hend is Blue, cheeks
white, with an edging of dark blue ; back, greenish yellow ; tail,
blue ; under parts, yellow; leos and bLill, black., Like the
greater fitmonse the little bird is quite omnivorous, feeding on
everything that comes in its way. It is fond of carrion, and 1
_have frequently seen it feeding on dead mice or rats, It comes
MGMI}' to the window, and even into the room, in search of Mics,
It 1z, however, very impatient of confinement, and difficuli to
keep alive in a eage.  In the winter it accompanies the golden-
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crested wren, ete., in their wanderings in the firwoods in search
of insects, though it is always more inelined to the neighbour-
hood of houses, and is frequently scen in the midst of large towns,
It is & busy meddling little bird, at the head of all attacks on
cat or owl that may stray into the gardens or shrubberies, seem-
ing to become quite infuriated agninst these enewmies. The cge
is white, spotted, not very closely, with pale red. !

The thrushes begin to sing, and the corn bunting and yellow-
lammer to utter their spring note.

Jan, 14 (1847).—Neither widgeon nor teal are yet in full
plumage ; oceasionally Lkill a drake widgeon in full feather, but
most of them are still much mottled with brown. There is
very great difference in the size of the drake and duek widgeon,

A great number of the bird called the little auk (4 ffﬁ)
alle) are found dead along the shore.

This bird, le pefit guillemot of Buffon, visits us ab irregular
intervals, and on these oceasions it generally comes in great
numbers, being found at the mouth of every stream, and not
unfrequently in ponds, or even lying disabled and worn out in
fields at some distance from the sea; one was brought to me in

1251 which was picked up alive in a ploughed field, where the ’
poor little stranger was found sitting upright, and apparently -
quite bewildered, by its change of situation from the clear depths

_of the arctic seas to a muddy ploughed field. The upper parts * i

are black and the lower white, the hill is short and strong, and
shaped more like that of a black-cock than that of any water-
fowl ; legs and toes of a brownish yellow. In the arctic regions

they are found in immense numbers, 'Tq

A weasel has eaten a great many of the mice eanght in the i
boys' traps, and was caught itsell at last ina rat Lap. I don't £
know a more courageous little animal ; when overtaken by a dog, 5

it flies direetly at the dog's head 'uul bites furiously. T shot
a beantiful mill-white stoat that came out of a ml.'rl.rlt. Linle whl.,rl:ui\
I was ferreting.

Jan, 16 (1848).—1 have not scen any swans this winter, T
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shot two fine roe lask week, wmd my gun smapped ot a thied,
standing 20 yards from me.

Partridges, during the hared frost, foed on clover very much
in this country ; they never get lean, apparently vequiring very
little food. In the snow they ave unapproachable, though T re-
member when o boy ab school killing nearly a whole covey in
snow. I was lying hid, and a covey of pariridges came within
shot of the olid Nint gun I had borrowed for the occasion, I
fired at them, killing three ; seeing that the rest of the covey did
not move away, but atter looking up collected round their dead
companions, I fived again (having reloaded), killing two more,
aml still keeping concenled. T pgain loaded and got another
shot, nud might have killed them to the lust, had not the school-

¢ ellow who was with me rnized himself, when the birds imme-
tately flew away—that is, the fow that renained alive flew away,
for T had killed them nearly all. Although T cannot plead guilty
to ever having tried the same plan again, I have been told that
these birds never ily off from the gun till they sce the shooter.

The mallard has been for sometime in high beauty, and is
most valuable to the dresser of salmon flies,

I see the widgeon (Mareca penelope) come regularly now at
the ebb of the tide to feed on the grassy banks which are left
uncovereid by the receding of the water. They first feed as they
swim round the edges of the amall islands and banks ; but when
the tide Legins to recede, they come out on the banks and orome
like geese,

During the summer I have seen o very fow of these birds
about the Loch of Spynie; but am more inclined to suppose
that they were wounded birds, naable to follow the migrating
flock, than birds remaining to breed. In Sotherland I have
found the nest ; and in Loch Naver and elsewhere the widgeon
breeds regularly, though not in any great numbers. On the 9th
Septembir I have shot widgeon in this country. There was a
“small flock of eight or nine, and the two which I shot were evi-
dently young, and must have been bred in the neighbourhood.
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The migrating widzeon begin to arrve early in October or at the

end of September, and according to the weather they come in i

larger quantities. DBy the beginning of November there are im-

mense numbers, and their slirill whistle enlivens all the larger

lochs and swamps, Towands night every widgeon seems to be in

wmotion, flying to their feeding-places, either in the shallow places

or along the edges of the water, where they can gt at the grass s

and water-plants which form their food. Their flight 1= very

rapid, and divided into small companies, they flit to and fro in

every direction {ill they settle down to their food. During the

day timo they all eollect and rest in the centre of the lochs. ’

The widgeon, like the teal, is late in acquiring its full plumage, and 1
|

in the flocks but a small proportion of drakes in full beauly are

seen.  The widgeon is also late in coming into full scason for t]:ll.‘}
table, and is in best condition from February to April. Like

other wild-fowl when driven to feed on the sea shove, they soon :
lose their eatable quality. The drake is easily distinguished from 1
other water-fow] by his bright ehestnut-coloured head, having the ‘i
front and crown of the head of a pale eream colour. The scapu- |
lars are long and pointed, black edged with white, The fail is
long and wedge-shaped. The two middle feathers longer than
the rest. The bill is short, of a bluish lead-colour.  The female
has not the bright colours of the male, but is an elegantly-
shaped bird. The widgeon is indeed the most perfectly propor-
tioned of any water-fowl, and the plumage of the male is
peculiady bright and beautiful.  Both on land and in the water
it is o very active bird ; when on shore it walks upright and
rapidly, and on the waier is unrivalled both in swimming and 3
diving. The ege has a brownish or rather a yellow tinge, instead
of the green shade of the wild-duck, teal, ete. Tt is casily distin-
guizhed by this peculiar shade, It is rather larger than that of the
shoveller. The nest is similar to that of other water birds ; the ‘
ezps being well protected by the down of the female.  The young i |
when hatched have rather a brown than a green coloured

covering, in this also differing from the common duck, teal, ete,
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This season (1847 1) the wild dueks have found ont & pew
kind of food—the reronant of the disessed potatoes which have
Been left in the fields. MMy attention was first ealled to their
feeding on them, by observing that my domestieated wild ducks
had managed to dig well into o heap of lnlf-rotten potatoes
which had been put partly under ground, and then covered over
with a good thickness of earth, as being unfit for pigs or any
other animal.  However, our wild-ducks had scented them ouf,
and, although well supplied with food, they had dug into the
heap in all direetions, feeding greedily on the rotten potatoes ;
in fact, leaving their corn for them, I then found that the
wild ducks from the bay flow every evening to the potato fields
io feed on the roots which had been left; and so fond were
they of them, that 1 often saw the ducks rise from the ficlds in
the middle of the day—in the evening it was always a sure
place to get a brace or two.

The mallavd (Awes boschas) is quite ommnivorous at this
season : in the erop of one killed were oals, small seeds, shrimps,
and potatoes, all the produce of his researches during the preced-
ing night. There can be little doubt of this bird being the origin
of our tame ducks, It breeds freely with the tame species, of
whatever size or colour, and the young breed equally freely,
The colours and appearance of the mallard are foo well known
fo require any deseription.  The wild duck breeds in all the
bogs and marshes of this county, and also very frequently
hatches its young in woods and quict places at a considerable
distance from the pool or lake to which it leads its young as
goon as hatched. Tt is by no meons an uncominen occurrence
to find the eggs of this bind laid in an old crow’s, or other bird's
nest, at a considerable height from the ground. I never could
exactly ascertain how the mother carries her young in safety to
the ground. A curious instance of this bird building in a
erow's niest was fold me by a person whose veraeity I am quite
inclined o trust. My informant told me, that he one day took
six or seven wild dock's eops-ont of an old ::mw'n nest, in a fir
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tree near Loch-na-bo.  Ten days ov o fortuight atterwards he saw
un owl fly out of the syme nest, and on elimbing to it he found
three egps of the eommon horned owl (Ofus vulgards), which
bind also takes possession of a deserted crow's nest.  The wild
duek frequently has her nest in places apparently the most un-
likely ; sometimes in the densest wood, at others elose to a vowd
or path, {requently in the long conrsu grass or rushes at the
vdge of a lake, In fact, there scems no rale as to the situation
or kind of ground, wet or dry, in which they breed. In a glen in
Angus they nest freely in the holes left by fallen pebbles i the
plum-pudding vock, af least 12 to 20 feet above the water, When
strong enough, I suppose the young ave thrust over the cdge, and
let full in the stream, While laying and sitfing, the old bird ap-
pears to be constantly adding down from her own body to the
nest.  On leaving her egos for the purpose of feeding, ete., she
covers them over most carvefully, concealing even the path
through the rank herbage to and from ler nest. Their usnal
timne of hatching with ws is about the 25ih to 28th of April ;
the number of eggs ten to thirteen, ~Many of the young, when
first hatehed, fall a prey to crows and other vermin, notwith-
standing the great care which the mother takes of them. About
the first weck in July the young ducks fly, and, as =oon as the
corn begins to ripen, they feed greedily on if, llying every even-
ing to the fields, During the month of July, however, many of
the old ducks are quite unable to fly, having lost their quill-
feathers, which appear to drop out all at once.  The mallard drale
loses his male plupage in May, assuming #he appearance of the
female, only mther darker. They have not re-acquired their full
beauty till the end of October or first week in Novewber.
Though associating in large flocks during winter, they still keep
in pairs ; and when the flocks are on wing, they break off very
2oom into detached companies of two, four, six, efe, in which
the pairs are casily distinguished. Thiz makes me inelined to
think that the same drake and duck, whenover once paired,
keep eonstantly tr-i_:--thﬂr till divided by the gun or other aced-

e
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dent,  Some wild ducks which I had domesticated beeame gre-
garious, one drake serving many ducks, like tame poultvy,  Dut,
one seazon, having been neglected, and wandering out in the
fields and ditehes, they resumed their wild habits, paived, built,
atd lived in pairs quite conjugally, Foxes kill a considerable
number of dueks, and the peregrine faleon frequently sirilees
down an old bird when found in a favourable situation, thengh
o rapid is the Might of the mallard, that 1 have seen the faleon
unable to gain & yard on him during a long chase.  When the
coril 1% cxhansted in the fields, the wild-dueks feed on the
potatoes which are left on the ground, cating both sound and
rottenroots indiseriminately,

Wlen driven by frost and snow to feed on the sea-shove,

[ the wild-duck is no longer ealable, acquiring a rank fishy taste

immedintely.

No bird is more enzily domesticated. T have several pairs
(which are pinioned) in my garden, and they rear their young
and bring them up as well or better than tame dueks would do in
ihe same situation. They destroy young lettuces, endive, and
other plants ; but at the same time must be of considerable use
by feeding on slugs and dilferent kinds of grubs—they keep my
goosebierry trees entirely free from eaterpillar.  Deside the wild
ducks which breed in this eountry, there are greab mumbers
which armive at the beginning of wintor and leave again in
spring.  Occasionally a half-bred wild duck is killed, though not
a0 often as might be expected. It is o curious fact that these
halfbred birds are frequently Targer than either of their parents,

During the present severe frost T am much amused with the
long-tailed ducks (Harelda glacialia); who at every flow of the
tide swim into the bay, and often some way up the river, uttering
their most musical and singolar ery, which at a distanee resem-
bles the bugle note of the wild swan.

This beautiful Lird is wholly a salt-water duck, and T never
=iw it higher than the mouth of a river. It does not arrive very
carly, but stays late, even in May it enlivens 1.-111: sea-shore ; very
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aetive in the water, it dives incessantly when foeding, frequently
approacking very near the shore and getting within the breakers,

when, to the looker on, the bind apparently is on the point of "
heing dashed ashore, it appears to dive horizontally as it were ?f
into the wall of the wave, and to emerge again beyond the roken

water. I spring the long-tailed duck flies coustantly toand fro ¥
in pursuit of cach other, dropping again into the waler after a

short flight, and uttering its solt but fur-sounding ery, Tt 1a

a small bird about the size of a widgeon, and, like that bird, b
of peculinrly elegant shape.  The bill is small, of a black colour, i
divided by an orange-coloured stripe.  The top of the head is I|
white, witl the feathers slichtly elongated. Tho rest of the I
bird is variconted withh white, o fine reddish brown or choeolate '

colour, and black ; the legs and feet are light blue or lead wl(llir;): :
the tail of the male distinguishes the bird from any other ; the=" ™

four widdle feathers are black, the two centre fealhers being ::
much elongated and sharply pointed ; the rest of the tail is 1
white: though plomp and white when picked, the flesh is strong ,'

and rank.
The female iz quite different in plumage, being of a more
sombre and dull colour, but elegantly shaded and marked with
reddish brown, ash eolour, and white. The tail also is short.
The shape of the bill and feet is similar 1o that of the male, and
casily mark the bird. DBoth sexes vary much in the general
shade of their plumage. They breed in great numbers in the
arctic regions, '
As long as there is no collection of {loating ice the bay is very
{ull of birds, and the shores are enlivened with large flocks of
oyster-catehers (Hwmalopms ssfralegus ), and an infinite variety of
other waders
The oyster-catcher remains during the whole year in this
district,  During the winter it frequents the sca-shore entirely, b
where it feeds on small shell-fish, and any worms, mollusca, ete.,
which it can find. Tn spring many are found in most of the rivers, |
where they breed on the gravelly banks and ridges. They also
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breed in the retived parts of the sca-shore, building no nest, but lay-
ing their large handsomely-marked eggs in aslight eavity mnongst
the gravel or sand.  The egg is stone-coloured, much spotted with
N‘( brown and prayish black, The old bivds are very elamorous
when the young or eggs are approached, Uying and wheeling
mapidly round the head of the intruder.  Ab other times they are
very shy 3 ab the same time no bird is more easily taned or lives
more contentedly in domestication.  Though not web-footed, they
dive and swim with great rapidity and strength when wounded
in the wing. It iz a strongly-made and powerful bivd. The bill
is orange-colonred, with a very strong and hard tip, well ealen-
lated to break into a mussel shell ; bul quite unequal to an oyster,
notwithstanding the name of the bird. In this respect the bill
iwnlml:s with thosze of the woodeock, suipe, cte,, which find
their prey by boring into mud and soft ground, the tip being
more like ivory in the oyster-catcher, and not provided with
the fine nerves which distinguish these birds just named ; the
eves are peculior, having the orbits orange, and the irides crimson-
eoloured ; the feet are flesh-coloured ; the toes short and
rather clumsy-looking ; the upper parts of the plumage and the
breast are black ; the tail white, with a black band at the
extremity ; ibe lower paris are all pure white. The plumage of
the young birds is much less clear and bright.  Although they
pair in the breeding season, I have frequently seen large flucks
of these birds collected together in the month of June, when
their nesting was in full progress, and when I should have
imagined that every bird would Le busily employed with egos or
young, instead of sitling in dense masses on the banks and sands
of the Bay of Findborn, with apparently no care on their
ghoulders. They do not on these ofcasions appear to be col-
leeted for the purpose of feeding, but to be resting and passing
their time a5 they do in the midst of winter,
The red-shank begins now to utter the peculiar whistle which
indicates the return of spring ; carly as it is, too, the jack-snipes,
red-wings, field-fures, cte, seem to return nprihwards, ns I see
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greab numbers of these and other binds, which hal for the last i
month or two disappeared, having probalily then gone south- |

The red-shank (Tofanuws ealideis) 15 a very common bird,
though not so numerous during the depth of winter as at oller
seasons,  They breed in most of the marshy places in the distriet.
Thoe nest is more concealed than that of the peewit, heing
placed in a fult of grass or rashes, which hide it toleably well
from the passer by, The eggs are four in number, large for the
size of the bird, They vary much in colour, but are wsually of
a pale reddish-beown, slightly tinged with olive, and spotbed
with dark brown and red brewn. The upper parts of the
plumage are pale brown, with a glossy olive shade ; the lower
parts are white, more or less freckled with brown. The leys ;
and feet are red, and sufficiently distinguish the bird, The bil -
i shorter in proportion than that of the greenshanlk, red at the
base and black at the tip. The tail i3 marked with bars of
white and brown,  During the breeding season the red-shank is
very noisy, and seems seavcely to eease uttering its loud shrill
ery, more particnlarly when disturbed. Tt then flies to and fro
with a quick jerking fight, screaming loudly and incessantly.

It is also very watehful in the winter, and frequently cheats the
sportzman of a shot at wild-duecks, ete, by giving the alarm to
these birds.

The little water-rail (Rallus aquaticus) seems to be a great h

|
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wanderer. I find its track, and the bird itself, in the most
unlikely places ; for instance, I put up one in a dry fure field,
and my retriever canght ancther in a hedge, ot some distance
from ihe water, I took the latter bird home alive to show to
my children. When I teok him out of my pocket, in which
most unaceustomed situation he had been for two hours, the
strange little ereature looked about him with the greatest non- f
chalance possible, shewing fight at every thing that came near
him ; and when, after having gratified the curiosity of the chil-

dren, we turned lli_m loose in a ditch of running water, he went
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away jerking up his tail, and not secwing to hurry himself, or 1o
b in the least disconeerted,

It is, however, seldom scen, in consequence of its vory refined
and shy habits, It seldom leaves the closest and densesd rushes
and reeds, ronming with great rapidity through these, and swim-
wing across the intervening pools and streams, but seldom ily-
ing : and, when flushed, it drops again after a very shorl flight,
immediately running away, and defying all cfforts to make it
again shew itsclf.  The nest is placed in the rough grass or
rushes in the marshes, Spynie is the only place in which I
have sueceeded in finding the nest, and then only with the
assistance of a good water-dog: so concealed is the nest and
g0 quictly does the old bird leave it. It is madc of grass and a
fow toshes. The cggs are aboubt eight in number, of a pale
buff colour, spotted with ash, and a reddish-brown. The
feathers of the upper paris of the body are black, edged with
brown : the lower parts are of a blackish lead colour; the
flanks are prettily barred with black and white. The legs ave a
dull flesh or brownish red colour ; the toes are very long, and
the legs are placed peculiarly far behind, The bill is long,
slightly curved, red at the base, and shading off into dark brown
at the tip. The irides are red. The weight of a waler-rail is
about five or six ounces,

In hard frosts during this month I get a great number of
wildsducks by waiting for an hour (the last hour of light) near
some open place in the lochs or streams where they come to
foed. On my way home from shooting, when I have been in
the direction of the swamps, I often do this, and generally sue-
cead in filling my bag with mallards and widgeons.

Just before sunset T take up my position in the midst of two
or three furzo bushes, within casy shot of where a small stream
runz into one of the lakes, keeping the water conslantly open.

/\-‘-'Hnﬁ.ng given my retriever the hiscuit which T always carry for

him on these cold days, I light my pipe (the great comforl of
the patient wilid-fowl shooter) and look out tgwards the bay for
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the mallards.  The bay is nearly half a mile off : but T ean soo
the ducks between me and the sky almost as soon as they Teave
it. At first a solitary pair or two come, quictly and swiftly, pro-
bably waking their way to some favowrite spring farther
inland,  With the help of a cartridge, Thring down a brace {rom
a great height, as they pass over ; somolimes, tumbling on the
iee of the loch behind me, they are nearly split in two ; zome-
times, when winged, they fall in the rashy stream, and give the
retriever no small trouble and eold Lefors he gels them ; Low-
over, he always succeeds, and having brought the bird and
received his reward of ship-biscuit, he lies down again, but with
eyes and ears all intent on what is going on.  The sea gull or
heron may pass, and he takes no notice of them; but the mo-
ment that a wild duck’s quack, or the whistle of his wings i
heard, the dog's ears crect themselves, and he watches my faen
with a lock of most inquiring eagommess. T hear the wild
swans trumpeting on the sea, but know that they are not
very likely to come where T am placed.  Presently, a Lrace of
teal piteh snddenly and unexpectedly within a few yards of
me, having flitted in from behind. T kill the drake, but can-
not get a shot at the duck, as she flies low, and the smoke,
hanging heavily in the ealm evening, prevents my seeing her.
But all at once the mallards begin to fly from the sea, and, for
half an hiour or less, I have to load and fire as fast as T ean, as
they fly over. T prefer shooting them on the wing, for if 1 let
them piteh in the water, my dog has a swim every time I kill
one, and gets half dead with ice and frozen snow,

The mallards generally fly in from the sea mpidly, and at no
great height ; butb it requires some practice to kill them, as their
flight i= much quicker than it appears, and they require & hard
blow to kill them dead. If wounded ouly they Hy off, and,
dropping at some distance, I can seldom get them that night,
awing to the approaching darkness.  Sometimes my rotriever
marks the direetion of a wounded duck and gets it, but generally
they are lost, and gerve only to feed the foxes, who seem to hunt

S
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regularly for maimed birds round the lakes.  Having Killed ten
mallards and a teal, it becomes too dark: to shoot any more,
alihough 1 still hear their wings as they fly over my head,
Besides which, T have nemly three miles to walk: and wmy
keeper, who has also killed two or three, had, before we com-
menced duck-shooting, sundry animals to ey, the produee of
my day's wanderings,  We have to walk howe too, there being
no road near these lakes. 8o, afier I have relilled my pipe,
ancl the old fellow has vecharged his nose with a spoonful of
snufl, wo shoulder our game and set offfl  Eight or ien fat
mallands are no slizht load over a rough track in the duk, so
wa keep the sands as far as possible, listening to the different
erics of the sandpipers, curlews, and numerous kinds of- wild
fawel whio feed on the shallows and sandbanks during the night
time,  Oecasionally, in the moonlight, we eateh a glimpse of the
mallards as they rise from some little stream or diteh which
runs into the bay, or we sce a rabbii huaying up at our ap-
proach from the sea-weed which he had been nibbling,  In this
way, with very little frouble, and ofien muneh neaver home, 1
can generally reckon on getting some few brace of wild ducks in
the winter; shifting my place of ambush according to the wea-
ther, the wind, ete,, changes in which caunse tlie birds to take to
different feeding-places.

The well-known and beantiful little duck, the teal {Quergue-
dula ereced), remaing with us during the whole year, but is more
plentiful at some seasons than ethers ; it breeds generally in the
immediate vieinity of some swamp or marsh, making ils nest in
a tuft of heather, or in some grassy spob slightly elevated above
the water. Like the common wild-duck, however, the teal some-
times hatches her young in the woods at some distanee from the
water ; and T have more than once fallen in with the old bird
leading her helpless and tender brood from the nest {o the safety
of the mavsh. How the little birds when newly hatehed manage
to make their way through long heather and other obstacles, is a
mystery.  In July the old teal frequently coppletely lose their
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quill feathers aud are npable (o Ny, Though quick amd wapid
divers they me not so diffieult to Lo overaken in the water as
the widgeon,  In September and October teal frequenily colleet
in Iarge flocks, and are easily shot.  Before the breeding senson
the same thing oceurs, and one well-diveeted charge goes far o
fill the sportsman’s bag. As the winter drws to o close the
teal alter their peeuliar whistle, and are very rvestless in the
marshes, constantly flving to and fro.  The drakes do nof acquire
their plumage il later in the winter than most ofher water-fowl.
Though so numerous in the spring and antumn, the greatest part
of these birds go sonthwards during the winter. The nest and
egos are exactly similar to thoese of the mallard; but on & propor-
tiomately smaller seales  The mumber of eggs is about cight. 1
know no nest pretiier than that of the teal when the egps are
near hatching and the full quantity of down survounds thernt
Though so leose-looking a material, the whole may be lifted in o
compact mass, A collection of the nests of all water-lowl, with
their eges, would be a beautiful addition to the cabinet of the
collector, partienlarly if faken when the eges have been laid for
ten days, and the old binds have wrapt them in the full supply
of down. The teal is too well known to require any description.
For a zeientific dezcription of any bivd I may refer my readers to
Yarrell, Jennings, or any other maore learned author than myself:
I only pretend to give the leading characteristics of the bird Ly
which they may be recognised by the casual observer,

Jan, 25,—T shot at a mallard's green head yestorday, at o
lomg distanes off, with a green No. 3 cartridge, and the eartridge
did not open but cut his head entirely away as a ball would, 1
find that the cartridges very often hiave either mixed shot or shot
of quite a different size to what they are marked, a sad proof of
the depravity of cartridge makers. I have no doubt we con-
stanily lose chances in this way ; last year I had some packets

without killing them, when T knew T aimed straight ; so T opened

of green, marked BB, and fired several of them ab "-'-‘:i]l'i-‘a;l.'uﬁ'u.‘.‘k E

the rest of the cagtridees and found instead of LT shot, a vile
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anid eccentric mixture of No. 6, No. T, ete. obe, ; T wrote to Lley,
who was then alive, and he promised to amend it ; but this Year

[ opened a “ No. 3" eartridge and found No, 6 in it
\(‘ The greater tilmonse (Parws mejor) is a brightly-morked
bird, and lively and interesting.  The head is black, with white
cheeks ; from the chin there runs a black mark dividing il
Breast, which is of a yellow tint slighlly inclining to groen ; the
. back is groenish 3 tail dark ash colour ; lers Llue lead eolour,
strong in proportion to the size of the bird; the bill is black,
shart, and straight. This is perhaps (with the exeeplion of the
crested titmonse) the least common species of the titmouse in this
country ; at the same time it is by no means rare. Though some-
times seen in company with the flocks of the smaller titmouse,
polden-crested wren, ete, in the woods, it is more allen seen in
rdens and near houses. It feeds on almost everything—seeds
of all kinds, fruit, such as apples and pears, inseets, raw meat,
. indeed nothing comes amiss. I have often seen it caught in
mouse-traps baited with toasted cheese. 1Tt also ecats a great
many of my walnuts when they fall from the tree : when it finds
ane the shell of which is not very hard it digs into the walnut
! with its bill till it reaches the kernel, which it foeds on. Tk also
—like the blue tomtit and willow wren—is fond of coming
i : about the windows for the blue-bottle flies, which it spoms vory
fond of. It builds in holes of walls, hollow trees, ete. It lays

six or eight or ton cggs—white, spotted with red-brown,

. The marsh titmouse (Parus palustris) is numerous in the fir
| woods during winter, forming part of the large flocksof birds which
I are constantly passing in search of food, hanging on the branches,

' and prying into every crevice for insects or their egps and larva,
It also feeds on small seeds, meat, ele. It is aboud the size of
t the blue titmouse, but is of a duller colour. As to its plumage,
the head and throat are black, the back of a gray ash colour,
| and the lower parts of a dingy white; tail dark, approaching to
lack ; legs lead eolour.  The nest is placed in elefts and holes

I" of trees; the eges ave white, with red spots,

| )
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The cole titmonse (Perws afer) is more uneommon than the
marsh {itmonse, The top of the head and neck are black, wiih
a white spot on the nape of the neck, checks irregularly marked
with white,  The back of an ash eolour inelining to groen, the )’
lower parts a dirly white, Legs lead eolour.  Its habits are
much the same as the other titmice, frequenting large woods and
tnshes, searching the leaves and bark for ifisects. The eggs are
white, with a few red spots,

The long-tailed titmouse (Parus cawdatus) has a body smaller
than almost any other Dritish bird. It is numerous in the
woods at all seasons.  During the winter, Jage nuwmbers, in
seattered flocks, constantly pass through the woods, flitting from
branelt to branch, and lLanging in all sorts of atlitudes to the
twigs, as they search for food. They are frequently in company
with the golden-crested wren, the other kinds of titmice, :m-*-ﬁ\
trog-creepers.  In summer it is also numerous. The mnest is
beautifully made, covered at top, and frequently pendent from a
branch, sometimes placed in the heart of a thorn bush, where it
iz difficult to insert the hand, sometimes fitted into the branches
of an oak or other tree, and so artfully covered with lichen
similar to that on the Lark of the tree, that it is very difficilt
to distinguish the nest. It frequently also breeds in shrub-
beries, not far from houses. The nest hias sometimes two en-
trances, at other times only one, The long-tailed tomtit has so
short a bill, and the head and body are so closely joined, form-
ing together almost one ball, that, with its long slender tail, it
Las a most singular appearance as it flics, with its dart-like
motion, from tree to tree.  The top of the head is a mealy kind
of white. Over, or mther through the eye, is a black skreak,
The back is black shading ofl' to a reddish brown, frequently to
a kind of rose-colour, The lower parts aro dull white inclining
to red ; the tail has the outer feathers partly white, the rest
black ; the legs are black, The colours of the whole plumage {
are blended together, and vary as to shade in dilferent isput:.imﬂni“"(
Constantly in motion, this little bird seems never fo be still for

-
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an instant.  The nest 15 beantifolly made, amd covered in the
most regular manner with lichens on the outside.  The inside
seoms composod of a loose mass of feathors. A puir which
built in a yew tree near my howse aflorded me much amupse-
ment by their constant aetivity in searching for proper mate-
rialz, and by the vapidity with which they built. The emrs are
eight or nine in number, white, with red spots, though I have
heard of many more being found in one nest, The food of this
titmouse consists wholly of insects. 1t is a great mistake to sup-
pose that any titmice are mischievous ina garden. They are
acensed of picking off the buds of fruit trees. DBut I am confi-
dent that they never touch a bud which does not contain a
small grab or caterpillar, and the bencfit which they confer by
their destruction of insects and caterpillars, and also of the
nitnute egzs of these creatures, exceeds all belicf, and can only
be known by watching a pair of blue or other titmice feeding
their numerous progeny, every one of whose ravenous appetites
ealls for a constant supply of insect food. Most birds, if not all,
repay for the seed which they eat by the insects which they
destroy. The titmice do this more than any.*

* Very great harm has resulted to agrienlture in Frauce from the indis-
erimate slanghiter of small binds,  Tn one of the castern departments alous
the Toss sustained in one year by the depredation of wire-worm was fony
willion franes, or £160,000, Had the small Linls not been so mthlessly
destrogel, there s every reason to believe that the inscet pests would have
been 5o kept in check as to be comparatively harmless, [t is ealenlated,

- and apparently on very good authority, that a paiv of sparrows, during the
seasin they are feeding their young ones, kill, in the course of a week,
about 3400 caterpillars, Vet farmers and gardeners are so igoorant of
their true interésts that they annually destroy uwdreds awd thonsands of
these featherad guardisns of their crops.  One Sussox sparrow elob alone
last year destroved no Tess than 7261 of those birds, and o rize was
awunded to the most wholesale murdervr.  In varions parts of Fngland,
alag, there is a stull’ nsed ealled ** sparvow swd vermin killer,” Ty which

» lagge ynnibers of our most usefol small Tinds an poisoned. One writer

}ﬂ:?;nimm that & man, whose trule it iz to kill small binds, showed him

, with pride ahout ** 2000 sparrews, 700 yellow bomtings, 600 commen

J « Duntings, innnmerable goldiinches, and linnets by the hondeed,”  Many
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The crested-titmouse (Pares eristatus), 1 know no bird so
eonfined o parficular spots as the cvested tibmouse,  Thetr
only reqular place of abode, as far as has Deen aseerfained,
is the large forest near Grantown on the Spey; there they —
build tolerably abundanily in the deeayed clefts and holes
of the old fir trecs, making o smaller nest than most other birds
of the samo genus.  They lay about six eggs, white with dark
red spote.  Their habits are like those of ofher titmice ; search-
ing the trees for small inseets, and {lying from branch to branch
uttering a lond shrill ery.  On the head is a tolerably long and
pointed erest of black feathers, the upper parts are pale greenish
brown, the lower parts dull white ; tail, gray. This is the
dullest eoloured of all the titmice, but easily distinguished by
its remarkable crest, which it erects with great facility, Ibis
little known as a Dritish bird. My atteniion to it as such W
first ealled by Mr. Dunbar ;* since then I had frequent oppor-
tunities of obtaining both the bird and the nest from the forest
of Glenmore, near Grantown, and I have also every reason to

of theze binds, besides destroying inseets, also aiid the farmer and gardener
much by eating the seeds of troublesome weeds, and so prevent their pro-
pagation.  In Seotland, also, there has of late years been o crusade against
the binds ; and in the Carse of Gowrie farmers have elleved a5 much as one
penny per head for every adalt sporrow sent in to them, and have paid a
smaller sum for every sparvow cgg.  Almost eoineident with this virulent
attack upon the feathered songsters of our woods and hedgerows, there has
been an inerease in the insectivorous enemics of the ganlen and the farm,
and durdng the past two or three years especially whole fields have Leen
devastuted by the grub—a foo against which the farmer is next to power- Ly
less without his tiny winged allies, That sparrows devour o goed deal of
grain at Hmes cannot be denicd, but the services they remder the farmer
far more than compensate for the few cercals they pick up.  Desides, they
could be ensily scared off the ripening corn by a bay, about whose rattle
anil shouting the grub is quite unconcerned.  Professor Buekmian has ro-
cently noticed another service which a small Tind, the common tom it or
blue-cap, performs for the benefit of the forester, viz., that it destroya the
flies which causo the cak galls, an abnormal growth, theeatening rin to 2
OUF FOUILL ook trees.—J, B, June 1863, \-‘<
* A noturalist, formerly of Inverness, now of Brawl.  He accompanicd
Mr, St. John on hjs Sutheriand tonr.—Emw.
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18 seen everywhory, though not frequently L'u][:‘l!ﬁHE o ocke
The male is a beautiful bind, the female less brightly marked,
It is too well known to requive deseription.  The food of this
bunting consists principally of gin, though, like most other
granivorous binds, they feed their young almost wholly on
caterpillars and insects.  The nest is made of dry grass and
fibres, and lined with horse hair ; it is placed frequently on the
ground, and at ofher times in a lm'- bush., The eggs arc prettily
clouded and streaked with o mixture of purplish brown and

A%mg} white.

The reed-bunting or black-headed bunting (Emberiza sche-
niclus), though common, is not so gencrally spread as the yellow
bunting, frequenting most commonly rushy, reedy pools, ete.
Searcely two reed-buntings are marked alike, varying also much
in difforent seasons. The head, throat, and breast of the male
are clear black in summer, in winter the black feathers are edged
with Lrown ; in the female the head is reddish brown. Tt builds
in rushes generally, or fixes its nest with great care between
three or four stems of reeds ; it iz built of dried grass, and lined
with softer grass mixed with down from the reed or rush. The
errr is small, rather round, and of purplish brown. The food
of this bird consists of various seeds and insects, I have fre.
quently found a great many of the small black beetles found on
willow bushes in its crop.

The first appearance of the fieldfare (Turdus pilaris)is about
the middle of October, but they do not come in any numbers
till the weather becomes stormy and cold.  They feed in the
same manner as the thrush and blackbird, though not being here
i the season when our garden fruit is to be had, they confine
their vegetable diet to wild bemiea,  In protracted snow-storms,
when the sopply of mountain ash i3 exhausted, the fieldfare
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attacks the tarnips, feeding on the ook ; this mast, however, he
only o last resource.  They do unot all leave us dill May.  Thes
greatest number, however, depart carlier, towards the end of
April.  They breed in Norway and Sweden in lage sovietios, a8 .
the rooks do in this country, and from the time when their nests
are found they must commence the business of incubation im-
mediately on their arrival.  During the latter part of their stay
here they collect on the highest trees and utter a low kind of
warbling, The fieldfire is easily distinguished from any of our
thrushes by its colours, The upper parts are all wore or less
Mtinged with blue ash colour ; the breast is yellow, spotted with
black ; the tail is brownizh black ; the bill is yellow ; the sides
brown, They vary, however, mueh in plumage, but have all the

-

same general characteristics.  The fieldfare is pxeellent to eab ‘

and when they have fed for a while on the hitter rowans, thiEf
pight pass for a higher flavoured becco fico,

The redwing (Twrdus ilicens) is swaller than our song
thrush, The upper parts of the plumage are of a darker brown.
It has a conspicuous white strenk over the eye. The upper part
of the breast and the flanks are strongly spotted ; but the lower
part of the belly is not mueh if at all marked with spots.  The
most distinzuishing spot is the bright ehestuut or red brown under
the wing, from which it takes its name, Tt arrives and departs
with the fieldfare, and its habits are much the same, Tt breeds
in Norway also, but not in companies. I have frequently heard its
ery in the migrating season passing over my head in the darkest
night. It iz particularly good ecating, having a delieate flavour
superior to any other small bird, except perliaps the corn bunting,

The curlew (Numenius arquate) breeds in the higher dis-
iricts.  The nest is placed in a rank tuft of heath or in rough
grass in open moorlands,  The egg is very large in proporkion
to the size of the bird ; it is of a greenish colour much spolied

with brown. The young when first hatched have not the h:[g(

Bill of the old hird, but it gradually increases, and by the time the
birds have theis feathers eomplete it has reached its full length.
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Cuarlews differ very wueh in sizo, more 20 than almost any other
o bird.  As soon ns the autumm commences they leave the higher
| « grounds and Betake themselves to the sea-shoro and the neigh-
bouring fields, As long as the fields are free from frost thoy
fired us:u:n.l!:r on worms, grabs, eto., which they extracl wilh thoeir
long bills, boring in the samo manner as woodeocks do.  When
driven to the =ea-shore to feed they live on small eockles and
other shell-fish, which they ean swallow wholo ; their bills not
being hard at the point, like that of the oyster-catcher, they
cannof break any havd substance. No bird is more wary and
cunning than the curlew. They are almost always the first bird
to give an alarm when an enemy approaches, and I have oflen
lost n shot at wild-fowl by the neisy signal of danger given by
i these birds, as ducks, geese, ete., invariably take flight as soon
s they hear it,  In the breeding season, however, the love of
their young overcomes their dread of mankind, and they wheel
round and round the head of any intruder, uitering lond and
clamorous eries.  Though much esteemed by some epicures, it is
very seldom that T have found the curlew froe from a fishy and
rank flavour, excepting in the breeding season, when they live
wholly inland, but then they are lean and dry.

The whinbrel (Numenius phoeopus) is considerably less than
the curlew, and the bill is shorter and less curved in proportion.
They visit us carly in the autumn, but in small flocks, and do
not appear to settle much on any part of the coast. During
their siay they may be easily recognised by their shrill eries
uttered while flying overhead. T have seen them on most parts
of the coast, though never in great plenty, The whimbrel breeds
on the most norihern part of the island, not on the high grounds,
like the curlew, but near the sea-shore.  The egg is similar fo
that of the enrlew, bub proportionately smaller.

’ The purple sandpiper (Tringe maritine) is rather larger
>‘_1hﬂu the ring dotterel, It visits the rocky parts of the coast in
autumn, but not many seem to remain during the winter. It

is known amongst others by its darker plumage, its tameness,
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almost amounting Lo stupidity, and by being invariably seen on
the rocks instead of the sands.  The bill is brownish yellow or
orange, and black at the tip. The legs and feet are of a
yellowish brown. The upper part of the plumage is ash colour,
with dark purple and sometimes nearly black shadings ; upper
part of the brenst gray ash colour, the lower part white. The
purple reflections on the upper parts are so decided as at once
to distinguish this bird, Different specimens vary in the depth
of thiz colour, but in all it is sufliciently conspicuous.

The little stint (Tringe pusille) iz the least and the rarest
of our sandpipers, appearing but seldom on our coasts.  The bill
and legs ave black, each feather edoed with Lwown ; the upper
paris are all variegated in the same manner, the lower parts aro
pure white. It is scarcely six inches in length, and is a deli-
cately-formed and beautiful little bird, It does not breed v
this conntry. '

The common sandpiper (Tofanus hypoleucos) appears early in
spring, and iz scen and its note is hesrd on the bank of every
stream. It seems never to rest, bubt is continually running to
and fro on the gravelly shores of rivers and burns searching for
inseets,  The nest of the sandpiper is more carefully concealed
than that of most similar bivds ; it is placed generally under a
bank, or at the foot of an alder or willow bush, and iz dilficult
to find. It is made, too, with some care, and consisls of dry
grasz, ete.  The cges are four in number, of a veddish white,
spotted all over with rufous brown. ‘This bird frequents not only
those streams which are near the coast, but is also seen many
miles inland. Though nowhere numerous, it is universally
spread over ihe country during the breeding season. The
Lill iz about an inch in length, brown and dark at the tip.
The legs are brown, with a green shade ; the upper part of the
plumage is pale brown, with an olive tint, the four middle tail
feathers are of the same colour. The outer webs of the twa
onter feathers of the fail are striped with brown and white,
While on wing 'ti- way be recognised by ils clear shrill note re-

)
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peatedly uttered, and while runming on the ground by the

- peenliar jerking motion of its tail,
Trout are not nearly so temder o fish as is generally supposed.
-\{ At the farm-yard here they have iwo trout, aboutb six inches or
more in length, living in the wooden frough out of which the
cart horses drink., They were caught in the river in Angugl, and
throughout all the severe frost lave lived, and apparendly con-
tinned in good condition, although somelimes in passing I have
geen Uhe water in the trough so fiemly frozem, and the ice
apparcnitly reaching o low, that the troul had searcely room lo
gwim. When fresh water is pub in they always come to the
place where it is poured, and seem to look for any particles of
food, or any inscets that may come in with it. They feed on
*::us which the boys often lring them, and which they take
pediately without fear. The change of colonr in fish is very
remarkable, and fakes place with great rapidity. Put a living
Black ‘bum irout into a white bason of water, and it becomes,
withiu half-an-hour,® of a light colour. Keep the fish living
in a white jar for some days, and it becomes absolutely white ;
but put it into a dark-coloured or black vessel, and although, on
first being placed there, the white-coloured fish shews most con-
spicuously on the black ground, in a quarter of an hour, it
becomes .as dark coloured as the boltom of the jar, aud conse-
gquently difficult to be seen. No doubt this facility of adapling
its colour to the bottom of the water in which it lives, is of he
oreatest service to the fish in protecting it from its numerous
enemies.  All anglers must have observed that in every stream,
the trout are very much of the same colour as the gravel or sand
on which they live. Whether this ehange of colour is a voluntary
or involuntary act on the part of the fish, I leave it for the

. svientific to determine,

* 1o the case of some fish the change is perceptible in five minules.

P



CHAPTER THE SECOXD.

FEBRUARY.

February 1 (1848).—We are all frozon up here ; and no dueks
in my lochs. I only kill enough partridges and hares for the
Larder.

(Same day, 1854)—Wood pigeons have been in the parden

two or flwee daya.  Cold and taw, I
February is always with us the most snowy month of £

year, T find that, in my journal for the first weel of this menth,
during several years, it is generally marked down that the
countiry is clothed in snow,  The quantity of floating snow and
ice which comes down the river fills the bay, and sends the
wild-fowl fo some less dreary part of the country, In some
places the course of the river is quite altered, being choked up
by the accumulation of iee on the shallows, and the water takes
gome new run.  What becomes of the fish during this kind of
weather ! Oceasionally a golden-eye or long-tailed duck pitches
in some clear spot of the river, but is alnest immediately driven
ouf again by the floating ice.

A male golden-eye (Clangula glancion) in foll plumage bears
the following deseription :—The head isround and slightly crested.
Colour, glossy black with a greenish shade, a white patch under
the eye, the irides of the eyes bright yellow, breast and lower part
of the neck white. Feathers on the thigh slightly tipped with _
black. The back and upper parts black. The wing brown-
black, with a wide white band divided in the middle with a <
amall black stripe.  Bill small, elevated at the base, of a blue-
black. The legs orange colour, feet rather darker, The female

i
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iz altogether of o duller plumage, and eonsiderably smaller.
The young males are more like the female, and vary much in
size,  Doth fomale and young male are without the white spot
under the eye, nor are the ivides of tho sane bright yellow,  The
golden-cye does not breed in this conntry,  1n Norway it brecds in
a hollow tree, often ontering at o hole mado by the large wood-
pecker.  The golden-eye avrives hore endy, and remains late in
the spring. It frequents almost every loeh and stream, though
always in small numbers—generally in pairs or singly. The
Hight is rapid, and the sound of the wings is so peculiary, as to
bie distinguished amongst a large flock of other water-fowl. 1t
is mot a wild or shy bird, but very active in diving—as i feeds
wholly under the water, The flesh is rank and unfit for the table,
though the bird is generally very fat®  Almost all wild-fowl,
towever, lose their fishy lavour if skinned before being dressed,
as that operation takes off the fat or blubber in which the
strong flavour is contained.  The golden-cye duck dillers so very
much in size and plumage ab different ages and according to sex,
that it is sometimes diffienlt to decide whether a bivd is o golden-
eye or not.  Bui from long observation T am inelined to suppose
that many ducks, such as those called the morillon, ele., are bt
golden cyes at different stages of maturity.

The feet of dueks ave peculiarly ill adapted for perching on
trees ; nevertheless, as I lave said, the golden-eye gemerally
breeds in hollow trees, not only in broken recesses of the trunk,
easy of access, but even in situations where, after having entered
at a narrow round aperture, the bird has to desecend for nearly an
arm’s length, almost perpendicularly to reach the nest. Through

= Many of the duck tribe, in spring, are sent to talle not fit to De
catent, from neglecting to eut away the back of the Lirls,  From this
neglect an admirble viand s presented, mneid to the ‘taste anid offensive
to the smell ; simply cut awsy the lower hall of the back, uad yon ab once
et ried of l]Jl' portion of the bird that contains the vil, whiel melts hefors
the fire and potlutes your food."—Hute o cosls sar bivds, frow Compdells

Lire i Novmondy, vol. it page A%, —En.
-
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this same entrance alzo has she to take her young ones when
hatehed, before they can be launched on their natural element,

Tho foot of the heron, as well as its general figure, scems
but Tittle adapled for perching on trees, and yeb whopver visits
a heronry will seo numbers of these bivds perched in every atti-
tude, on the very topmost branches of the {rees,  The water
onzel manages to vun on the pround at the bottom of the water,
in search of its food. All these actions of birds seem not only
diffieult, but would almost appear to be impossible. Nevertheless
the birds perform them with ease, ns well as many others equally
curious and apparently equally difficult.

L could give numberless instances of birds and other animals
perfurming actions and adopting habits which to all appearance
must be most difficult and most unsuited for them ; all these
prove that we are not to judge of nature by any fixed and arbi®
trary roles, and sfill less should we attempt to bring all the
countless varieties of animal life into any system of probabili-
ties of our own devising. The more we investigate the capa-
bilities of living animals of every description, the moro our
powers of belief extend. Tor my own part indeed, having
devoted many happy years to wandering in the woods and fields,
at all hours and at all seasons, I have seen so many strange and
unaccountable things connected with animal life, that now
nothing appears to me too wonderful to bo believed,

The feet and claws of different kinds of hawks vary very
much, being beautifully adapted to the manner in avhich each hind
etrikes its prey. If we examine the claws and fect of the pere-
grine faleon, the merlin, or any of the other long-winged hawks,
including the varieties of those noble birds, all of which I
believe were called in the age of falconry the *Ger Faleon,”
such as the Jeeland, the Greenlind, and the Norwegian faleon,
we find that their power consists rather in their strength of talon
and foot, so different from the sharp needle-like elaws of the hen,
hartier, the sparrow-hawl, the gos-hawk, ete. The-rationale of
this dillerence sectus to be that the falcons strike their prey by

=7
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~main foree to the ground in the midst of theie Qight ; whilst the
other hawks usually pounce on the animals on which they feed,
and take them unawares on the ground instead of by faie pursuit
andl swifiness of wing,  The sparvow-hawk and hen-harrier =eldom
chaze a bind to any distance on the wing,

The owls have oll extremely hoed and needle-like claws, aml
in every respect the bird is singulady well adapted for its man-
ner of feeding, which it does almost wholly ot night, Iz 1m-
mensely lavre eara must enable it to hear the slightest movement
of the field-mouse, upon which it chicfly feeds ; and its sharply-
pointed talons contract with a tenacity and closeness unequalled
by those of any of the hawk ‘tribe, excepting perhaps the
hen-harvricr.  Again, the soft downy feathers and rounded wings

i of the owl enable it to flit as noiselessly as a shadow to and fro,

w2 it searches for the quick eared mouse, whom the least sound

wonld at once stavile and drive into its hole, out of reach of its

deadly enemy.  As it iz, the mouse feeds on in heedless security,
with eyes and nose busily occupied in searching for grains of
corn or seeds, and depending on its quickly sensitive ear to warn

it of the approach of any danger. The foof of wan, or even the

tread of dog or cat, it is sure to hear ; but the owl glides quickly

and silently round the corner of the hedge or stack (like Deatl,

“facile elom venid illa pede™), and the frst intimation which the

mouse has of its danger is being clasped in the talons of its

devourer. ;

The owls of this country are far more serviceable io us than
we imagine, destroying countless mice and rats. Tt must be
admitted, however, that both the long-cared owl and the commen
brown owl will, during the time that they have young ones to
feed, destroy and carry ofl pigeons, young game, and other binds
with a determined savageness equal to that evinced by any of
the hawk trilie.

The rough and strong feet of the csprey are perfectly adapted

. to the use which they are put to, thal. is, catching and holding

the slippery and strong sea-trout or grilse.  The fack of a bind
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darting down from a height in the air, and seeuring o fish in
deep water, seems almost incrodible, espocially when wo consider
the rapidity with which a fish, and particularly @ sea-trout, darts
away ab the slightest ghadow of danger, and also when wo eon-
sider that the bint who catches it is not even able lo awim,
but musk secure its proy by one single dash wade from a lieight
of perhaps fifty feet,

The swiftest little ercaturo in the whole sea is the sand-eel ;
and yel the terns eatch thowsands of these fish in the same way
az the osprey eatches the trout, excepting that the lern uses its
sharp-pointed Lill, instead of its feel, T have often taken up the
sand-eels which the terns have dropped on being alormed, and
have invariably found that the little fish had but one small

wound, immediately bebind the head. That o bind should cateh ‘

such a little slippery active fish as a sand-eel, in the manmer i#

which a tern eatches it, scems almost inconceivable ; and yel
every dweller on the sea-coast sees it done every hour during the
period that these birds frequent our shores.  In nature nothing
is impossible ; and when we aro talking of habits and instinets,
no such word as impossibility should be nsed,

The stoats are now pure white in almost every instance, al-
though I shot one on the 3d of this month (1848) who had only
very partially acquired his winter colour. My rabbit beagles
ran him for a long time full ery on some rongh ground,  When-
ever the stoat went into a rabbit-hole I turned him out again
with a ferret, in this way running him i1l T killed him,

The rooks dig deep into the snow, and ploagh up the young
wheat in great quantities with their sirong bills.

While the river is in this state of confusion with iece, ote, I
zee that the otiers Tetake themselves to the unfrozen ditehes and
springs to hunt for eels and flounders, which fish they feed an
apparently with great perseveranee, if one cin judge by the dis-

/e

N

tanee they hunt for them in the snow.  The otter, judging from ::

the ground he goes over, must commence moving as soon as it is
dark, and continue hunting till nearly daylicht.

.
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Notwithstanding the shyness of the olter, this animal is very
determined in the defoneo of its young ones, and boldly con
fronts a person who fakes one of them up, My keeper tolls mo

"<‘ that e has soen an old otter fouding her young with fish: the
LWo young ones were ﬂ'i.ttitlg.; on o {lat stomo ot the mlgul of the
burn when their parent brought them a good-sized trout.  They
immediately both seized the fish, pulling and tearing at it like
two bull-dog puppies. At last they came to a pilched battle
with cach other, biting, squealing, and tugging, and leaving the
trout to its fate. On this the old one interfered, and making
them quict, gave the trout to one of them as his dwn,  The other
young one, on sceing ihe parent do this, no longer interfered, but
sat quictly looking on, till the okl otter (who in the mean fime
had renewed her fishing) eame back with o' large trout for it also,

'L\fﬁ"hun she brings a fish to the shore for lier young ones, she
calls them by a kind of loud whistling cry.  Altogether this is o
most interesting amimal, graceful in its movements, and in =al-
mon rivers not nearly so destruetive and injurious as he is sup-
posed to be, feeding on ecls, flounders, aid trout far mere than
on salmon : in such situations he is most unjustly persecuted,

Feb. 3 (1852),—Went to Loch Spynie in the afternoon ; a
ereat many ducks of all kinds, and also large Hocks of peewits,
the first time that T have seen them this spring. T shot a gull
{immature herring gull) with its crop quite full of turnip, I never
before knew that any gull ate these plants; the ground was
quite free from frost, g0 the bird apparently might have found
pleniy of food more suited to it

The full grown herring gull { Lavus argentatus) is a large and
handsome bird. It breeds in considerable numbers on the rocky
coasts between Burghead and Covesea.  The back and upper
parts of the wings are pale ash colour. The long quill feathers
are tipped with black, with a white spot mear the end of each
feather. The rest of the plumage is white, The bill is yellow,

ith a knob on the upper mandible of bright orange eolour. The
irides are yellow, The legs and feet pale llesh colour, Tt Lrceds
-
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on the ledoes of the vockss The oges ave olive-brown spofted j :
with dark-brown.. Like other gullz it foeds both inlomd and ;I
along the sea-coast, cating almost wnything that it finds ; fish,

Hesh, or vegetable food, ave all equally devoured. 1t would be i
an endless task to describe gulls in all*their difforont states of g
Plumagze, g0 much do they dilfer at different ages and. seasons, ;s
none attaining their full beanty and purencss of eolour under less o
than two years, and the larger kinds not i1l their thind scason, 1

Feb, 6 (1851, —Cold and clear, Challinehes sing ; a great "
number of thrushes, blackbieds, and missel-thrusghes in the
garden,

The missel-thrush ( Twrdiee viseivorus) is seen in the autumn
in large seattered flocks, feeding cither in grass fields on inscets
and grubs, or colleeted on patches of juniper, holly, ete., it being
a feedor cqually on inseet food and berries of all sorts, A et
always breed in my garden, but they appear. to be quarrelsome
birds, driving away all others of the same specics during the
breeding season.  Though at other times a shy wild bind, it {re-
quently places its nest in an apple or other low tree, within reach
of the hand ; the hen sits very close, almost allowing herself to be
eaught when the eggs are near hatching, | This indeed is a peen-
liarity amomg all birds, that the closer the egos are to hatching the
more unwilling the female bivd is to leave them. The missel-
thrush attacks any hawl: or bird of prey which approachesits haunt
with great clamour and boldness, striking fearlessly and elosely at
the intruder. The missel-thrush’s song is rich toned and elear,
but with no variety. It commences singing earlicr in the senson
than any other bird. In the beginning of January the ear is fre-
quently gladdened by its loud note, resembling more that of the
blackbird than the thrush., It sings in the wildest and stormiest . .1
days, henee deriving a loeal name in some districts of * Storm
Cock.” When singing it usually sits on the lighest twig of o |
tree. The missel-thrush is casily distinguished from any other
birds of the same tribe by its superior size and lightor c.}lﬁui{"(

The upper parts ave a pale grayish brown.  The lower paris are 1
-

*
-
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white, often inelining to bufl or pale yellow, and spotted with
elear distinet spots of dark brown:  They vary much in shade ot
plumage, according to age, cte.  Tho nest is large, placed in the
\< fork of a troe ov where a branch joins the main stem.  The vrg
15 dull white, thickly spotted and motiled with pale brown, ap-
pronching in some to flesh-colonr and dark brown,  The nest is
wade of wool, moss, strong fibves, ete., and lined with dry grass,
Feb, 7 (1847)—To-day is the hardest frost 1 ever remem-
ber, with a eold north wind. It I dipped wy walking-stick
in water it was almost instantly covered with ice,  Sww a flock

“of larks for the first time this winter,
Feb. 8§ (1847)—Shot roe at Altvro,  Mueh struck with the
beauty and activity of this kind of deer, which are now in e
\ feet condition, and the snow does not in the least spoil the seent
’L\ﬂ: hunting them with beagles. I have been much amused (a
rather eruel amusement) with the excessive eunning and tricks
of the roe after the beagles have been on their track for an hour
or two. They take to the most unlikely places, walking back-
wards and forwards over the lochs (on the ice), up and down drains,
ete., ete., to throw the dogs off the scent.  In a wide opening near
Whicli 1 was posted, a buck, on whose scent were a couple of
hounds, came cantering out, and in the middle of the epening
he suddenly stopped and remained standing for nearly a minute,
the very personification of lstening attention. Then, as the
hounds eame nearer, he erossed the remaining part of the opon-
ing, bounding aleng over the rough peat bog, with the most
astonishing leaps Loth as to height and length.  Suddenly a shot
i3 fived, probably hitting the poor animal, for he instantly stops
and stands for half a minute in an uncertain staggering kind of
attitude, and then, lowering his head, disappears under the cover
of the young plantation.  Four couple of hounds are now on hia
trail, and, from their constant and cager cry, seem to be running
}iiilu almost in view, at any rale with a very hot seent.  Away
he goes nearly ot of hearing, but, coming to a &leep ravine, he
does not feel equal to erossing it in the face of, his persevering

I
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onemies, hie turns sharp back, rather puzaling the leading two
couples of large hounds, but just meeting two conples of stauneh
little Leagles, who evidently, by the sound, all calch view of
him, and the other dogs, turning him back to nearly the same ]
place where he was first shot at, another barrel kmocks down
the poor little beanty almost close to the dogs, who are on him
in 2 moment, and on the white snow peerparcan comit ille ani- "
ma. Mo man with any feeling ean kill a roe without & pang
of regret, though his natural instinet, as an auimal of prey, leads 1
him on to hunt and kill another voe an hour alterwards,

Feb, 8 (1848).—1 shot a female pocharl to-day, one out of &
large flock : the rest, of course, all llew away, Dut presenily a
male hird, probably the mate ¢f the one T had killed, came flying
back from the lake to which the flock had gone, and after passing ‘
onge or twice low over the place where T had shot her, lie pitehim
on the water and swam about, searching cagerly for his lost com-
panion, Ho then went off to the flock again ; but soon retwrned
a second time to look for the hen. Three times did he go and
return in the same manner till at last he secued to giver it up
a2 hopeless, .

I have-observed the same ottachment to their mates in
commen wild docks, teal, swans, cte., as well as in many other
birds. I remember o hen grouse being caught by the leg in a |
commeon vermin trap which had been et for ravens. Tt hap-
pened that the trap was not looked at till late the following
day, when we found that the cock grouse had brought and
laid close to his unfortunate mate a quantity of young heather

L U
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shoots ; they were enough to have nearly filled a hat, and the :
poor bird must have been employed many hours in colleeting

them. I cannot cxpress how grieved T was ab the hen having

been caughi.

The pochard (Nyroca ferina) is not uncommon during the s
winter on Loch Spynie, Lochlee, and other large picees of Wﬂ'ﬂ{._(
They arrive with the first cold or stormy weather, and remain
till spring. On Lochlee T saw a pair of pochards late in the .

1
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spring, after the rest of the wild-fowl had left this country.
In due time the pair was increased o a small SOWPANY, appa
rently a brood, and I have no doubt that they had been brod in
the vicinity of the loch, I had reason to believe that ono of
the original pair was a tame one which had escaped from my
yanl. 1 never on any other cceasion saw the pochard during
the breeding scason in this country. It is a very aclive, quict
bird in the water, and dives rapidly. Indeed, the pochard feeds
wholly under the water, and it is amusing to wateh them when
feeding, one after the other disappearing until perhaps not one
bird is visible, then suddenly the whole surface is again alive
with them. Ou the wing the pochard flies with great swillness,
making very rapid strokes with its short wings, which aro small
in proportion to the body. They keep in a compact flock dur-
g their flight, and before leaving a piece of water they fly several
times to and fro, wheeling quickly, and inereasing their height,
when, if mueh frightened, they betake themselves to the sea.
It is not a very wild or wary bird, and swimming as well as
flying in close ranks, the pochard affords n good shot to the
sportsman.  Although a diving bird, it is excellent for the table,
free from all strong flavour. It is a round, plump bird, and
swims high in the water. T have often observed a peculiarity in
this bird when dead, which is its extreme heaviness in propor-
tion to its appearance. The poehard is easily tamed, and soon
becomes familiar. Tts head and neck are of a red brown or chest-
nut colour; breast and upper part of the shoulders black,
The lower part of the I;rinl, and also the back, are finely pen-
cilled with gray. The bill and legs are lead colour. The eyo
iz very peculiar, the irides being of a bright blood-red, unlike the
cye of any other bird with which T am acquainted.  The pochard
has no speculum or Lright bar on the wing ; altogether it has a
gray, half-mourning look. The female is similaly marked, but
OF a less decided colour, and a more dingy hue. The o s
white, tinged with green,

Feh. 8 (1847).—Very severe frost, much snow and drift.
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The fieldfares come down in great numbers to the fields to feed

on the Swedish turnips, aml 1 was moch astonished at the great

damage done by them to the roots. T watched sowo of ihe

Lirds digging at the turnips with their bills, amd chipping and /]

seooping out great pieces ;—thus destroying half the erop at ;

least by letiing the frost into the roots,  On shooting some of

the birds, I found them guite unfit for food from {lie rankmness

of their smell, which resembled that of rotten turnips, ot herwise '

they were not only in good condition but quite fak. The whele

bay and all the streams and springs are so filled up with drift " i
L
L

—

smow, and ice, that there was not a single duck of any sort to e
geen, with the exceplion of one worillon who had found out
about six feet square of open water in the burmn. On being
flushed from this he flew a long distance up the stream in search ‘
of some other opening, but not finding any, eame bacl,
plumped down into the same place close to me, and there I Jeft
Lim.

The widgeons leave the bay, which is nearly covered with
ice, and feed on the clover fields, digging under the snow with L
their bills to get at the herbage. I neversaw them do so before
in this county ; indeed it is very seldom that the snow in Moray-
shire remains long enough on the ground, at least in the district
near the sea, to annoy the wild fowl to any extent. i

While the snow is newly fallen and soft, the rabbits seldom
oo fifty yards from their seat of the day before, and constantly
return to the =ame bush..

Feb. 8 (1852)—The large-headed field-mice, which are very
destructive to many plants in the garden, sueh as pinks and car-
pations, cabbage plants, stocks, French beans, young sweel peas, L
cte., do not seem to come out of their holes in the walls much
in the wet weather ; these mice also peel the ash branches, the
young pink thorns, ete, which grow on the old wallea The S
bést bait for them seems to be picees of apple, as they nppmr-tg{ :
be quite vegetable eaters. '

¥o animal geems to have a quicker zense of smell than the
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guinea-pig.  The moment that any apple or other food that they
arve fond of is put down in the yard, they smell it out at the dis-
tanee of thirty or forky fect, and all como out of their hiding-
places to it. They are very fond of branches of holly, ealing
both bark and leaves greedily : when fod with winter greens of
any kind, they prefer the half-withered leaves to those quite
green.

Deer, mbbits, ete,, in the same way pecl eavefully branches
of Scoteh fir which have been cut for several days, but will not
eat the peel of frosh {rees of the same kind,

I heard from Mr. Cheape (Feb. 10, 1849), who was to get some
wild cats for me. Ho has been for two months unable to move,
and is still in the same situation. MHaving been thirteen hours
up to his knees in snow, and frequently during the time tumbling
into holes of water—he eame home frozen as to his feet, and
desired his servant to bring a pail of water to thaw his trousers
and feet. The man brought a pail of hot water, which Cheapo
not observing, put his fect in, and in consequence they were frost-
bitten immediately, He sent to Edinburgh for Professor Syme,
who immediately et off three of his toes to save his leg or life,

Feb. 11 (1847).—Saw to-day what I never observed before, a
flock of eleven wrens together.

Feb. 12 (1847).—I find many wood-pigeons that T kill have
the upper part of their bills and their feet covered with warty ex-
crescences, especially the later young birds of thisscason. "Those
who take this discase are generally weak and thin,

Feb. 12 (1852).—Fine and warm. Blackbirds now sing in the
garden early in the morning, and the larks all day. I saw two
uierling to-day flying round and after cach other, and uttering
their spring ery. A water-ouzel in the Lossie was singing this
morning, and ehasing ancther bird of the same kind, apparentily
‘a femnale, not being so black as the one that was singing. They

quently both dropped into the water, and dived for a short
time. The song is very musical and pleasing, though short,

Feb. 13 (1853).—I never saw 50 severe a sitvw-storm, every-
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thing iz eovered and quite white ; no wheels can move. Tow

dhe poor birds live, 1 don't know. The snow will donbtless

soon go, and, in all probability, the weather will be eleared and f P
fine sunshine after it.  To-day, indeed, is the fnest and most

beautiful day I ever saw, although all is white, The river itzell

is snowed up, and we only ghot some common mallands, and a
lovely little merlin,

In the middle of Febrmary the peewits begin to appear heve, et
The exact day depends chielly on the state of the weather : the 'E
first break up of the snow and ice generally brings them.  About
thie same time 1 hear the coo of the wood-pigeons, who now come
near the house for protection. This they do every year as the
breeding season approaches,

Threo otters aro frequenting the mouth of the river, apps .
renily fishing for the flounders left in the pools near the sen, I
The keeper is pretty sure of catehing them by putling traps at
the places where they leave the water on their way up the stream L
after fishing. Whilst going down, the otter seldom leaves the 4
water at all ; but unintermittingly fishes his way to the sea: '
coming up, ho takes the land at all the rapids and strong |
streams. !

T'wo rather singular and yet similar things happened to me
ane dn:} whilst T was wild-fowl sheoting. I shot at a mallard,
a considerable distance from me, and evidently struck him,
as after flying some distance to windward he pitched in a grass
field : but on my approach he rose again and went at a great
height down wind towards the sea. I happened to keep my ,‘
glass on him, and when he was about a quarter of a mile off
I saw him turn over in the air and fall.  On coming up to the
place I found the bird quite alive, but with his wing broken
¢lose to the body. The shot must have struck the bone without
breaking it. The singular part of the affair was that the
birnd could batile against strong wind for at least a guarter
of a mile without the injured bone giving way, In the eveuing
wi went to waitmt a pool for ducks.  Just as it got dark a rush- i
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ing noise was heard, and a pair of swans skimmed pidly over
the old keeper's head, and pitehed in the water, making ne
monstrous wave,  They did nol sec "us, aud immediately biegan
to feeds 1t was gelting dork, and the old man, not wishing to
losa a ehanee, got up from his hiding-place and ran quickly to
the water's edge, firing both barrels at the largest bivd as it flew
away. MHis gun was only loaded with No. 3, and the distance,
as we afterwards found, was above forty yards. Both the swans
flew on for some distance, undil we saw the wing of one suddenly
give way, and down eame the bird info the pool, which was of con-
giderable size, although shallow, T had leff my retriever at home
to rest, and before T could stop him, in went the old wan, and
then began a chaco which I have seldom seem equalled.  Al-

- h though the water was shallow, the bottom was uneven ; and

every minute down went Donald head foremost,~ I ealled to him
to let me shoot the bird, and leave it to drift to the shore ; but
all in vain. On he went, tumbling over and over, and the swan
swimmiﬁg md struggling in the water close to him, making an
immensze splazhing and noise, They got quite away from me;
and I had nothing left but to sit down and watch the chase as
well as I conld through the increasing darkmess. At last he
hemmed the bird into a mshy corner of the loch, and caught
her. DBut this was po sooner done, than the swan, by flap-
ping and strugeling, tripped him up ; and got away again, leav-
ing her antagonist flat in the water, Then, and not &1l then, he
began to load his gun, which he had to my great wonderment
contrived to carry all the time high over his head ; but, of
course, notwithstanding all his care, it had got wet and would
not go off, and the conflict ended ab last by a lucky blow from
the barpels which stonned the swan, I wos amused at the
boyish eagerness of so old a stager; particularly as we never
lozt a ehot at ducks or anything elze without his Inying it to my
anlt—I “ had lifted my head too high,” or done something else
shewing my want of tact. The poor fellow was in a sad plight,
being wel to the skin with half-frozen water,  However, I made
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Lim walk quickly home, and he took no dumage from his ex-

sploit. The swan weighed 18 Ibs, and measured above seven
feet from tip to tip. We found that many shots had struck the
wing feathers without breaking them.

Feb. 15(1847).—Rode to Gordonstoun and shot ducks with Sir
Alexander Gordon Cumming, at the Loch of Spynie, which I con-
gider 1o Lo about the best loch in the North forwild-fowl shooting,
Its situation is excellent ; and being for the most part shallow,
and covered with grass, rushes, and tall rveeds, it is perfeetly
adapted in every way for sheltering and feeding all sorts of wild-
fuwl, and they resort there in incredible numbers, and of every
kimd from the swan to the teal. To-day we saw immense numbers
of mwallard and widgeen, and scme pochards, pintail ducks, and
teal. Desides these birds there were flocks of coots, and num-
bers of moor-hens, ete,  One swan only is at present on the loch,
which, from its hall-frozen state, iz not in pood condition for
wild-fowl. In the dusk we took up positions near some fields
where the potatoes had not been raised, in consequenge of the
dizeaze in this plant.  Here we killed several mallards and
dncks, as they feed constanily on the half-rotten polatoes,

{16th.}—5Shot wild-fowl again at the loch ; there scems to he
an immense proportion of drakes amongst the widgeon, These
birds have begun to pair, and flew about towards evening in pairs.
We placed ourselves this evening at dusk in the line of ight
taken by the widgeon from the loch to their feeding places in the
grass fields, bordering the water's edge.  The birds flew in as
fast as the flocks could sueeced cach other, sometimes in =mall
companies and sometimes in pairs,.  When they first rise, and
before we ean see them, we hear their peenliar whistle ; and
they almost immediately nppear flying in small companies with
preat swiftness to their destination. This whistling sound,
which they utter during their flight, is quite different from their
cry while swimming and playing on the water. 1 shot five bivds
mysell as they passed, all diakes ; out of ten widgeon which we
killed this eventng only one was a duek. Tt vequires @ very

L
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quick eye and good retriever to bag many birds in this bwilight
shooting ; but Cumming killed fourteen mallands and a wid- |
geon, in 19 shots, one evenming while I was there.  This
was oxcellent work, considering that it was only for a shord
time during the dusk that he could shoot, that they were all
singlo shots, and that every binl had to be retrieved out of water
overgrown with mshes, ete.  The widgeon are particularly good
eating, and free from any fishy or weedy flavour on this loch,
owing to their feeling so much on the grass fiells near the
edge.

The rooks begin fo collect on the ash trees at Gordonstoun,
where they breed, making a great noise in the moming. 1 also
Tieard the spring cry of the kestrel hawk.

Fobruary 18 (1847).  The widgeon are now in {ull plumage,
excepiing a few backwanl er wounded birds. 1 saw o peowit
tu-day, though no flocks have appeared as yet.

{19th and 20th.)—Thrushes and larks begin to sing. Saw
a small flock of peewits on the island. Saw also a pair of erested
cormorants, at least T consider the birds which I saw to be of their
kind. They had the white mark on the hip, and appeared to be
different from the cormorants which I usually see here, being
hoth of o davker colour, and of a stouter and heavier shape.

Towards the end of February whenever the ground is
soft the badgers leave their holes, and wander far and near,
digging up the ground like pigs, in the fields as well as in the
woods,

Wild cats are DLrindled pray, smd I have observed that
domestic eats of that colour are more inclined to take fo the
woods and hunt for themselves than others. When they do
so’ they grow very large, and are most desiructive to game ol
all kinds. A large cab of this colour Found out some tame
rabbits belonging to my boys, and killed several of them. At

bt we saw him come out of & hole where some white rabbits
were breeding ; and he was shot.  The brute had evidently
been living on them for some time. L first discovered that he
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was in the hole by the old rabbits showing alarm, watching the
mouth of the Lobe with erect ears,

At this season the bean goose and the pink-footed poose foed
very much on a coarse reddish Lrown grass which grows in
swanips and the peat mosses, and which iz very sucenlent.  They
pull it up and eat the root, which is somewhat bulbous shaped.
While feeding on it they become very heavy and fat, and have no
strong or disagreeable Havour,

Though these two kinds of geese both feed and ily together,
still while on wing and while on the ground they keep some-

what apart.  The beam geese ave far the moest numerous ; bub
there is generally a small company of the pink-footed kind with

thew, and no one but a close observer would perecive that
they do not associate as closely as il they all belonged LUU\"K
family, ;

The bean goose (Anser segedum) visits us both in antomn and
spring.  Their stay in autuwmn is very sho, stopping only to
rest while on their passage from their breeding places in the far -
North to the more genial shores of the South. They come
generally about the bezinning of October, but vary according to
the weather. The first gales and rough weather about that time
gencrally bring them. They pass over in immense flocks, stop-
ping only for a night or two in sowe gquict swamp or bay.
Their visits in the spring are, however, far more rogular. As
soon as the first cats are sown in the flat plains of Momy, o
equadron of bean geese appear, and seems to reconnoitre the
ground as an advance guard. This generally takes place about
10th or 12th March. In a day or two their number increases,
and large flocks seem to arrive daily. In the night time they
rest in the Bay of Findhom. Dut at early dawn they divide
info flocks and betake themselves to their respective freding
places,  They prefer light soil where they can walk easily and
with froedom, from one end of the field to the other, in searcl
of ihe grains of corn which remain uncovered. Oats are.their
tirst food ; but Tarley is also laid under contribution, particularly
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when the grain has been a fow days on ‘i]u_- gronnd and begins
to swell.  They are also partienlardy fond of peas and beans,
They like these also when beginning to swell and sprout, Near
Waien T found the bean goose feeding during nearly the whole
winter on the coarse grass already mentioned.  Fow, however, of
this species remain during the winter. T have elsowhere spoken
of their extreme wariness, and of the diflienliy of approaching
these meeze, a wariness wlich may fully aceount for the saying
of & “wild goose chase.” After feading in the fields, in the
merning, the geese either rotire to the bay or to some quict hill-
side or mwarsh where they wash and rest themselves, About
three o'clock they again feed, and towards dark all refurn to the
. bog, often coming many miles. This goose is smaller thon the
/Eaj’-lug woose (Auzer forus). 1t is also easily distinguished from
it even when on wing, as the Aneer jforts shews pale blue or
ash-coloured marks very conspicuously, The bean goose too lus
a smaller head.  The nail of the bill is black, and the feet of an
h orange colour. It is also a more aclive-looking bird in all ils
movements than the gray-laz. T never found an instance of

this bird breeding with ihe tame Zo0se,

The pink-footed goose (dnser brachyrlynchus) visits us regu-
larly at the same time az the bean goose,  The plumage of both
birds is very wuch the same. The pink-footed goose, however,
is a finer bird, and more distinetly shaded and marked than
the bean goose, The general colour of the plumage is lighter,
When a Hock of bean geese alight on a ficld to feed, it may be
observed that a small company of the birds often separate and
feed alone ; these will be found to be the pink-footed, I have
alzo killed them when feeding' alone without any bean geese
with them.

A wounded brent goose (Berwicls brenfa), which T brought
home, very soon became tame, and fed {fearlessly close to us ;
fndeed, I have frequently observed this inclination to tameness

* o this beautifal kind of gogse.  These birds come in great
numbers eacly in the winler,  In the first weelf in October, ov
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even as carly as the :ml of September, they begin to appear,
and their numbers increase apparently 4ill the ond of their
season here, which is at the end of April, and sometimes the fiest
week of May, During March they are very numerous on the f
grassy parts of the sea-shore, and as the tide recedes they land

in large flocks to feed on the herbage which is lefl uncovered.,
There is a kind of short grass in the shelered bays om parls of

this coasi, which at high waier 15 covered, but which is bave at

low tide, and this scems to commence {hrowing out young
shoots early in March. The brent geese are very fond of ihis, '
and leave the bay of Cromariy and other places where they '
have fed during the winter on the roots of the long waving sea- I
ebb tide leaves uncovered hove,  When feeding thoy walk very "
close together, and great numbers may be killed at a shot. I
They are, however, very wary, and, like the bean geese, always :
have some of their number on the wateh, Their loud peeuliar

ery s wild and musical, resembling a pack of hounds in full ,
ery. As they pass over head during a still night it is very
striking,. The flesh is excellent at all times while in this

country, and quite free from any vank flavour. If canght or '
winged the brent goose grows tame and familiar immediately,

and will live in the poultry-yard, feeding on any food given to the

fowls. The brent is a handsomely-formed bird, and light and

active in its movements. The prevailing colour of the plumage

is dark brownand ash. The head and neck Ulack, with a white

band on the latter.  The lower part of the plumage is altogether

lighter than ihe upper.  The head is small and finely shaped,

The bill small and black, as are the legs and feet. Tt isa bold,

strong swimmer, and when wounded takes direct out to the
roughest part of the water. If only winged, few retrievers can
overtake them in that element. The best lime to get at the

birent goose is at the first part of the ebb, when they repair | |
their feeding places, which they do very regularly at every tide.

I have frequenly seen them feeding on the green wheat towards

grass, in onder to feed on this young short herbage whiclli]t'ﬂl\
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the spring time ; but T never saw thei eating grain,  Thoy

also zeem fomd of coming to the mouth of any small stream which

¢ May Tun into the ]_I.'I}'&, and of dvinking the fresh water,

\( Feb, 23 (1854).—Rennie sent me two wild swans—Dowick's
swan—weight of one, 17 Ibs, width, 68 inches ; the other, 16 1bs,
width, 60 inches ; they were killed at Lochlee,  In skinning
the swan, I was much struck with the inmense quantity of fat
all over the body. The quill feathers are so strong, that although
goveral of them had been struck with No. 1 shot, they were not
penetrated,

Feb. 25 (1833).—8hot some mallard in the river, but they
are 0 lean ab last that I lave given up killing them ; ditto
snipes.  Woodeocks quite disappeared.

' Thera is searcely a field or picee of open ground which is not
fhfmpmntml by the skylark (Alaude ervensiz).  They are nosb
numerons during February and March, and in the heginning of
winter. During the fivst snow-storms of the season I have
sometimes happened to be on the sca-shore, and all day a con-
stant stream of larks scemed to be coming straight in from the
north-east—not coming in compact bodies, but singly and in
scattered, yet constant flocks.  On these occasions they do not
fly high, but drift along not many yords above the water. 1
observe that the larks generally begin to sing in the first week
of Febroary, though no exact rule can be laid down, as this
depends much on the weather. The skylark, as Milton knew, is
the bird which sings earliest in the morning. Before the sun is
up, I often hear the lark singing over my head before there is

- light enough to distinguish it. TLate in the summer evening
foo, after all is still, and apparently the birds have all retired to
their roosting places, I have observed how suddenly every lark
rises and sings for a short time, as if their evening hymn, and
a5 suddenly and simuoltanecusly all cease.®  The nest is placed

?_gn the ground. It is carelessly made, fitling into some hollow

* & friend tells me, in Shetland the skylork may be heard singing as
late as twelve in the month of June, —Er.
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made by the hoof of o horse or cow, or in some similor ine.
quality. The egge arve of brown olive greem, blotehed amnd
shaded with darker brown amd ash eolonr,  The lurk feeds on
insects, small gmin, clover, and, in hard weather, on {urni['_,/—
leaves,

The tit-lack (Anthne profensis), thongh not so numerons as
the skylark, is still very abundant, and may be scen on every
moor and on every hill side, as well as in eultivated places,
though waste and barren grounds seem to bo its favourite
vesort.  1ts song is trilling and withont vichness, but it is a lively
little Bivd, and constantly uttering its tune, such as it is. Tt
builds on the ground in heather or in elose herbage.  The ezzs
aro not unlike the sky-lark, but smaller and more inelined to

brown than olive eolour, __A\
The rock-pipit (Adwthus obeewris), rather a larger bird than

the tit-lark, though similar to it in many vespects, 1t inhabits the
sca-shore, and is tolerably numerous along the rocky parts of the
const, such as Covesca, ete. It is of a decper olive greenish
brown than the other larks, and has a fine large full eye, of o
dark hazel. At o short distance it is easy to distinguish it from
the tit-lark, though the latter frequents the sen-coast in consider-
able abundanee. I mever found the nest. Aeccarding to M.
Jennings, the egz is of a * greenish white ground, speckled with
ash brown, darkest at the larger end.” T nover saw the rock-lark
inland ; it appears to remain wholly on the coast, foeding prin-
cipally on the inseets which it finds on the sea-weed.

The raven (Cloriis coraz) is now a rare bird in this immediate
district. Not many years sinco it had several breeding places
both on the sea-coast and also in some rocky cliffs inland, but
traps and increase of population have driven it away to the
Ligher grounds, I occasionally, during the winter season, seo a
pair or single bird pass over my head. Where not much dis-
turbed, the raven will breed in the same spot for many years in <
sueeession, adding to and repaiving the old nest. Tt usual building
place is on zome lofty cliff, where it fixes on a situation protected
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by projections of rocks, both from above and below,  In Eng-
land T have found the nest in a lofiy tree ; and then, it fixes on
a tree the wost difficult to climb in the neighbonrhood, and
remains eonstant to the same nest evory yeur.  The nesk iz [ormed
of large sticks outwardly, and lined with a great quantity of woal,
hair, soft grass, ete.  The prineipal food of the raven consists
of earrion and dead figh, ot it will eat almost anylhing, animal
or vegetabile, which comes in its way. It is casily tamed, and is
vory amusing as a peb, owing to its quaint habits and tricks ; but
its strong and powerful Lill, which it uses on slight provoeation,
makes it rather a dangerous inmate where there ave children.
The egg of the mven is of a dingy green colour, much spotted
with brown. Tt breeds very carly, the old bird often sitting on
{ her egas in the midst of snow and storm.  They have eggs some-
Sqmes in Felroary,

The mstinct of the raven in diseovering dead bodies of large
animals is wonderful, and very difficult to understand. Tt
appears, however, to be guided both by scent nnd eyesight,
according to cireumstances, assisted by an instinet seen in. many
animals, made use of in different ways, and most diflicult 1o
account for. It can neither be scent nor eyesight which enables
the carrier-pigeon to return straight home two or three hundred
milez ; or by which the dog, or even the cat, finds its way home
in an almost direet line by roads which it has never seen, and
after having been carried from its starting peint in a bag, the
back of a carriaze, or in some way which would render. it
impossible for the animal fo have seen a yard of the road by
which it left home. There iz undoubtedly some equally strong
instinet which enables many birds to find out their food from
great distances. T frequently see, nob only ravens, bubt buz-
zards, amd other birds of similar habits, congregating round the
dead body of an animal almost immediately after it has censed

?10. live ; and therefore I cannot agree with those naturalists
who assert that it is the sense of smelling alone which leads
these birds to their frast.  From my own observation I am con-
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vineed that this iz wot the ease, nz 1 have kuown half a
dozen buzzands colleet round a dead ent on the allerncon of the
day on which it had been killed, and this, too, during the
winter season, when the dead animal conld have cmitted no
odour strong enough to atbeack its devourers, I am far wmore
inclined to attvibute their facility in finding out their fool
to a quick sense of sight.  For the sake of catching these irds
andd the gray erows also, I used o have the dead vermin
thrown out into a feld near the louse where traps were, haced
round thew, When the cats were skinned, and therefore were
the more conspicnous, the earrion birds usually found them out
the same afternoon.  Now buzzards, mvens, and other birds
who feed on carrion, are in the labit of [requently soaring

for hours together, at an immense height in the air, 'whu-:ili"ﬁ!

ronnd and round in wide cireles. T have no doubt that at S50
times they are searching with their keen and far-secing eye for
earcasses and other substances fik for food.  The eagle, whe also
feeds on dead bodics, wheels and cireles in o similar manner, at
such o height in the air that he frequently looks like a mere
speck in thesky. There can be no doubt that it is upon his cye
only that he depends.  When, even at this vast height, his quick
eve catehes sight of & grouse in the heather, down drops the bird
of prey as if shot, till within some thirty yards of the ground,
when suddenly stopping his downward course, he again hovers
stationary over the grouse, till a fair opportunity offers for a
swoop. I have often seen the cagle do this ; and he has some-
times discovered the grouse from a height and distanee so great
as to make it appear impossible that any eye should have
distinguished so small an ohject.

It is certain, however, that birds have a tolerably acute
sense of smelling, although I know that it has been positively
denied that ducks are guided by their scenting powers in taking

alarm, and that it iz by their quick sensc of hearing oudy that ;/

they are warned of the approach of danger. But this I ulterly
deny; for I have constantly seen wild-fowl, when T have been

&
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sitting perfectly motionless in an ambuseade, swim quietly
towards me without a suspicion ol my vicinity, till coting
# to that point where my place of concealment was directly to
\‘\ windward of them, they immediately canght the seent, took
wing, and flew ofl' in as great alarm as if I had stood up in full
view, The sume thing has ocenrred very frequently when 1
have been in pursuit of geese; the bivds invariably taking alarm
ag soon a2 they come in a line with me and the wind, and just
as furch so when I was motionless and not making the slightest
noise, as when I was creeping towards them.  ‘The snne sense of
smelling doubiless guides birds, in many eases, to their food,
but it iz certainly not the sole or even the principal guide of the
raven nor of the eagle,
When one of the cartion-birds has found a booty, others of
the same species, who may be wheeling about at a greater
' distance, at once see by his manner of flight and other signs that
r he has made some discovery, and immediately follow in the
J same direction, that they may come in for their share.
[ In like manner, when one wild duck has found out a
guantity of corn, thrown down in any particalar place, he saon
| brings others to the spob, and these again give information te
others, until at length large flocks colleet to feed on what was
originally the prize of a single bird. I do not mean o infer that
i they can communicate to each other by any Lird-language the
, existence and locality of the prize found ; but they all go to the
k spot attracted by the manner of fight of the first discoverers,
which doubtless tells their companions most plainly that they
are winging their way advisedly towards a depit of food, and
" not going forth on & vague and uncertain search.

The elamour of crows when they find a prize tells the tale
at once to all within hearing, and not to those of their own kind
only, but to all ravens or reoks in the neighbourhood,

I the same manner birds communieate alarm and warning,
not only to those of their own species, but also to others
Often has the ery of a erow, who has suddenly. while passing

K
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over my head discovered my hiding-place, cansed a flock of
geese or other wild-fowl o take wing, as il they themselves had

and other hirds, 2

I have often been led to think that, when different kinds of
wild-fowl were feeding in a quiet place, the mallards and
widgeon have taken mo heed to their own sceurity as long as
{here were either curlews or red-shanks feeding near them ; being
apparently quite satisfied that these vigilant and noisy Dirds
were sufliciently watchful sentinels {o warn them on the first

seen me 3 and many a shoi have 1 lost by the cries of ]u:uwit::].

-

approach of danger.

A stag takes warning from the alarm-note of the grouse o
plover as quickly as if he had himself scen an encwmy, and from
the manner of the bird's flight he knows pretty accurately where
ihe danger lies. In getting up to deer it has more than olice
happened that I have had either to lie motionless fora long time,
or to make a conziderable cireuit, to avoid putling up o cock-
aronse, who, eyeing my serpentine movements with suspicion, has
been ready to rise with his loud ery of alarm had I approached
a yard nearer to him. In fact there is a language of signs and
observation carried on between animals of different kinds, which
is = perfectly understood by them as if they could communicate
by words, :

It is diffienlt to determine how far we are right in endea-
vouring utterly to destroy one kind of animal or bird in order to
inerease another species.  Nature, if left to herself, keeps up a
fair equilibrium and proportion amongst all her productions ;
and, without doubt, if the world were left to ilsell without the
interference of mankind, there wonld never be an undue pro-
portion of any one kind of living creature : the birds of proy
would keep the gmnivorous birds from increasing till they
devoured all the froits of the earth ; and the earnivorous binds
and beasts would never entively extirpate any other speecies, as (
their own numbers would be lessened by want of food before
this could happen ; besides which, we see that unless artificial
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nieans ave resorted to, tho number of living animals always bears
proportion to, and iz regulated by, the supply of food which
\(. offers itself; and, as these supplies fail, there is a notural
ndency in the consumers to cease increasing, or to hetake
themselves to other regions.  Bul when man comes in as an
active agent, he gradually extivpates all beasts and birds of prey
for the purpese of protecting and eausing to increase the weaker
but more useful animals and birds. In this country, for
instanes, wo ¢nn no more allow hawks and crows, foxes and
weasels, to flourish and increase, however picturcsque and beau-
tiful they may bé, than we conld allow poppies or other uscless
but ornamental wild flowers to overrun owr corn-fields,
: A pair of peregrine faleons take possession of a rock—they
MH issue out as regularly as the morning appears, to search for
grouse, partridges, or other birds which form the food of man,
It is the same with other hawks ; and we well know that erows
destroy more game than all the shooters in the kingdom. It is
therefore necessary to keep down the numbers of these marauders,

I cannot say, however, that T am at all anxious to sec our
island entirely clear of what game-preservers eall “vermin.”
There is more heauty and more to interest one in the flight and
habits of a pair of faleons than in a whole pack of grouse ; and
I regret to see how rare these birds, and eagles, and many
others, are daily becoming, under the influence of traps, poison,
and guns. The edict which has gene forth against them is fr
too comprehensive and sweeping, and many innocent birds go
to swell the pamekeeper's list of “ vormin.”

One advantage cerfainly results from birds of prey being
killed off : blackbirds, thrushes, and wumerous other beautiful
little birds, increase in proportion as their encmies are destroyed,
In several distriets where, a few years ago, these birds were very
rare, they are now abundant. The ring-ouzel, too, is one of

binls who has benefited by this destruction of its encmies,
There are some other birds, such as the wheat-ear gnd tit-lark,
who are seldom killed by a hawk, but whose nésts and young
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are the constant prey of weasels and other ground-vermin, These
alzo have good reason to thauk the trapper. Wood-pigeons,
whose eqes were formerly taken by the crows and magpies in
great numbers, aml whose young served to feed many kinds of
hawks, now increase yearly, and begin to be a subject of great
complaint amongst farmers ; and yet the wood-pigeon during a
great part of the year feeds on the secds of many weeds and
plants useless or mischievous,

The eggs of birds are in general more or less coneealed from
their enemies, either by the nest being similar in colour to
the surrounding substances, or by its situation ; but the egms
of the wood-pigeon are particularly cxposed fo the atiacks of
crows, magpies, ete.  Their young, too, ave constantly stolen out
of the nest by hawks and owls. It i a singular uircumstq_nfg&\
sonnected with the ©table arangements” of theso birds of prey,
that they never carry off the young wood-pigeons till they are
nearly fledged and ready to fly.

The ptarmigan's chance of escape from birds of prey is much
better : they are exactly the colour of the stomes in summer,
and of the snow in winter, and change their eolour as that of
their abiding place is altered. The grouse is as nearly the colour
of the brown heather as it is possible for a bird to be; his
bright eye and red comb are the only discoverable points about
him wlen he is crouched in it. The blackeock's usual haunt is
in lower situations, and he delights in the peat-moss where the
ground is nearly as black as his own plumage. The partridge
and quail are exactly similar in colour to the dried grass or
stubble, and the quickest eye can seldom sce them on the
ground when crouched, and not erect or moving about to feed.
The pheasant’s colour very nearly resembles the dead leaves of
the wood and coppiee, which are his favourite haunts.

The owl sits securely elose to the trunk of a forest-tree, her
motiled-brown plumage being in colour very like the bark
the trunk beside which she is perched. The peregrine-faleon,
with her blucgray feathers, ean scarcely be distinguished from

T
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the lichen-covered crag, where she sits or hours together as
motionless as the rock itself, The eagle sits upright on some

\.<. clifll' of the same colowr as himself, huddled up into a shape
which only the experienced oye deteeis to be that of a bird,
The attitudes and figures of the whale tribe of hawks are very
striking and characteristic, and as unlike as possible to the
stufled earicatures which one usually meets with, and in which
the natural chiaracter of the bird is entirely lost,

In addition to the protection which similarity of colour
affords to animals, they have a matural instinet which leads
them to choose such places of rest as, from the nature of the
surrounding objects, are the best fitted to conceal them. The
hare, for instanee, makes her form amongst gray stones much of
her own size and colour ; and birds which are much persecuted

o the same. The larger size of red-deer obliges them to
depend mather on the inaccessibility of their resting-places than
on any attempt at concealment ; and the roe-buck's safety is in
the denseness and roughness of the wood in which it lies.

There is some powerful instinet, also, which nssists animals
in finding their food ; and many go direct from great distances
to places where it is found. Pigeons find out newly-zown peas
and favourite grains almost immediately after they have been
put into the ground ; and will frequently fly several miles to
a field the very first morning after it is sown.  Wild ducks,
also, whose rescarches ean only be made by night, are equally
quick in finding places where there is plenty of any favourite
food. The small gulls, particularly the black-headed gull,
discover the ploughman before ho has finished his fivst fur-
row, and collect in great flocks to pick up every grub or worm
which he turns up.  The rapid gathering of birds which feed on
carriop has been alluded to already. In fact all bivds, whatever
their food may be, have an instinetive power of diseovering it

?-wuuedmtel_v., and that from such great distances as to baffle all.
attempt at explanation.  In the mountainous districts of Suther-
land and others of the northern counties, the ved-deer knows
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the exact time when the shepherd’s patel of corn and poiatoes

i fit for bz food, and will sometimes come down in sueh num-

bers as to eat up and destroy the entire erop in a single night;
ar it the eultivated ground be extensive, they will repeat their ,-)/
visit in spite of all attempts to drive them away ; and the
eloverness they display in taking advantage of every unguarded
moment is quite astonishing. It is curions to see these animals
depending entirely on their own resources and cunning in
avoiding danger, in spite of their natural timidity, coming
fearlessly down 1o the very door of a eottage to feed on their
favourite food, and frequently from very considerable distances ;
and even after the oats are cot and set up in sheaves, I have
soen ved-ileer with astonishing boldness manage to appropriate

to themselves no inconsiderable share of the ripe corn. J

All the deer tribe soon find out when danger ceases. Ina :
domesticated state no animal beeomes more fearless and bold than
a stag ; and in proportion as they become so, they are dangerous
to strangers, whom they attick with great fierceness, They have,
however, discrimination enough to assault women more frequently
than men, being evidently aware that they are less able to resist.
Even a roebuck, when famed, will do this; and his activity and
strength render him no contemptible antagonist, A roe, though
so beantiful an animal, i3 a most unsatisfuctory pei.; as they
either become dangercus as they become tawe, or else take to
the woods and are killed, their instinciive knowledge of danger
having apparently deserted them. ;

There are plenty of hevons (Ardee cinerca) here (1850), but 1
never shoot them unless some friend wants them for flies. A
wounded heron (numhbers of which T have seen) appears to be
quite impotent as to legs and wings, and to put all his trost
and defence in his bill, His crest is cveeted, and he gurves
back his long snake-like neck to strike the havder; his oye
iz particularly fierce-looking, and looks very forward and 1:0]._{,
sidewnys ; he tumbles down with his long legs stretched help- 1
lessly out, his svings open, and his eye, neck, and bill only in
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action.  The only breeding-place for herons in this county is at
Darnaway, on the Findhorn, where for many years they have

veeupied o most pictaresque spot on the river Findhorn, 1 am
\d\ afraid that the jackdaws, and also the rooks, which of late years
have established a lurge setilement cloze to the heronry, will in
time drive the hovons completely away,  They now destroy great
numbers of their eggs.® There is a heronry on the rocks of the

* s prialiction hos unfortunately been fulfilled.  ** The heronry,”
situated on o low woodal point of the Darnaway forest, wnder ol opposite
the bald eliff of .'I.I1._'|'1'1', l'l'l]'ll'l'ill_g one of the most ;m-u]'utr amil sitractive
points of the picturesine séenery of the Fimdhorn, has this season (1863
come to its fated e, 1 oam gold o fow '|_I:tir'ei of the noble lands, old
colonists, amd loving their oll nests, shewed some intention of settling

' there this spring, but the tribes of thievish rooks, sl impadent daws,
were oo disgnsting ; amd the whole netion of lerons, having no doubt
dibatial the matter in a full podiament, lave moved some miles off, and
appear to have mode o permanent settloment near the mouth of **the
minckle baen, " which falls inte the basin of the Findhorn between Moy aml
Kincortl. The situation is not so pietaresque as their foroer kabitet, lat,
i utilitarian age, the trout of the Tarn and the Nounders of the busin
might weigh ngainst any poctical considerations.

It is worth while eerrecting a common evror of Moray folk, who suppose
the heronry to have ocenpied its picturesqne site under the recks of Altyre
for imnemorial time.  This is not so,  Lowd Moy informs me, that the
[irst notice of the heronry he has fownd among his family papers, is a letter
from the late Sir Willinm Cumming to the late Lord Morny (the present
Earl's father), calling his Londship's sttention to & few hevons having been
seen among the trecs on the dver bank, as if intending to nest, sl asking
Tiiin to direct the keepers to protect them.—C, 1.

We must make room for anothor nete on this sulject.  Sir A G, Cum-
ming of Altyre, who has seen these sheets in proof, s gosd enough to
furnish the fullowing particulars :—

“ May 12, 1563, —This far-famed hevonry hos, during the last ten
yenrs, been gradually and perceptibly diminishing in numbers, from tlhe
inerense of the rooks ond jackdaws, who maintain an ineessant war on
the exes of the herons, aml at present there is not o pair of the latier
to b seen,  The nests were redoced this year to six or seven in Apeil,
when the Earl of Moray aml 1 adepted very active messures for the ex-
termination of the crows anid jeackdaws,  In the secomplishment of this,

; the few remaining herons have deserted the spot for this season, bot it is
tee T Bopreid thist next year they will again retnes, and geadually ineronse
to their former numbers,” .
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sei-const, on the oppesite shore of oss-shire, amd o few also
breed near the Little Ferry in Sutherland.

The heron is a very carly bind in nesting, but the young bids
seemn to remain a long time in the nest after they are fledged. The
olil birds must fly long distanees for their food during the nesting
time. A leron which we killed ab Spynic, when opened, had in
hoer body an egg with the shell quite hard, and ready to be laid,
although the distanee to the Leroury is fully sixteen miles.
They feed on eels, frogs, fish of all sorts, frequently swallowing,
to their apparent great inconvenience, flounders of & tolerable
size.  We have scarcely a handsomer bird than an old heron in
full plumage ; there is a peculiar blending and harmony in the
colours which is very striking, e is always, foo, a picturesque
object, whether flapping slowly above your head, or standing
motionless and ereet in a solitary stream, waiting patiently lfor

“his prey. The female heron is little different from the male.
The erest is slightly shorter, as indeed are the Lill and head ;
the plumage otherwize is much the same. The young bird,
however, is very inferior in colour, as well as size and weight,
for the first year. The heron is by no means so lean a Dbird as
is supposed. His limbs are long, and his body small in propor-
tion, but he iz often covered with fat. The rapidity and force
with which a heron strikes with his bill is great, and when
wounded, great care should be taken in approaching one, as they
invariably strike at the face. When fish are not easily procured,
the heron does not hesitate to swallow young. ducks, coots, et
which may swim near him, as he stands motionless and unob-
served amongst the rushes ; indeed, rats or mice do not escape,
The nest is large, made of sticks, and lined with coarse grass,
1t is very flat, without much depression for the eggs. These are
of a pale uniform green.  The heron, as I have already remarked,
alighis on irees with far greater facility than would be supposed

",

from the shape of the bird and of its fect. _.<

#

-



CHAPTER THE THIRD,
MARCH,

March 1 (1847).—I drove over to Gordonstoun to shoot ducks
on Spynie. I was much amused and interested by seeing the
immense flocks of wild fowl that were congregated on and about
the loch. The teal kept up a constant whistling during the
whele day, so did the widgeon ; all the ditferent ducks were
) pairing, and althongh on the water they appeared to be one con-
fused mass, as soon as they rose, 1 observed they all flew to
and fro in pairs—even in the great flichts, as they passed from
ong end of the loch to the other, every flock was subdivided into
pairs, which had a very curious effect in the air. I do not know
a prettier sight than a vast number of water-fowl such as I saw
to-day, filling the water and the air above it, and uttering their
various eries. The coot’s mauner of rising i5 very, peculiar,
flapping and ronning along the water for twenty yards before he
gets well on wing, making a great noise, and sending the water
in all directions around him. Onece on wing, the coot has a
great resemblance to a black-cock in manner of flight, ele. On
the water this bird swims very high, giving one the idea of a
Blackened bladder floating about.  The widgeon, on the contrary,
swims very flat and low in the water, but on wing is quick and
sharp in its movements. The teal has a sudden and rapid, but
imsteady flight,
There are a great many marks of olters about the loch, T
conclude that they find plenty of flounders and eelsin the muddy
iiches and canals, The otters about Spynie sit in the rushes
on the small islands, making seats like those of a hare.
The keeper canght a beauntiful male pochard which had been
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wonnded somewhers in the body, but apparently was not mneh
hurt, although disabled from fAying I took it home with nie
alive, and turned it into a small enclosure, where it anmeed 0s
much by its tameness and confidence, beginning to eab worms
and porridge immediately, and sceming to enjoy itself in this
new sitnation as mmel as if it had Dbeen always accustomed
to it. As I have already stated, the eye of this bird is of a
very peculiar blood-red colour, and has o very bold and fierce
expression,

There are no enemios so destructive to the wild-fowl as the
earrion or rather the hooded crow, which is the kind we have
here, Eggs and young bivds all come alike to these robbers ;
but the keeper at Spynie manages to kill great numbers of them
by poizon ; he uses strychnia, a very small quantity of Wlli‘-‘]li
kills the crow on the spot.

The earrion evow ( Coreis corone) and the hooded evow (Corsus
corniie,) Though the earrion erow is not supposed to be an
inhabitant of this part of the country, it iz almost impossible
to decide upon the line which divides these two birds, the
black earrion erow and the hooded erow. No doubt the hooded
erow iz the eommon species here, but T have taken some trouble
in examining these birds, and have killed crows of every shade of
plumage fromn pure black to the porfeetly marked hooded crow,
and this without reference to age or sex. 1 have also seen a
perfect hooded erow paired and breeding with one quite black.
There is no internal difference whatsoever in the birds, There
iz often considerable variety in the size both of the black and
of the hooded crow. Though pairs of hooded crows are common
enongh, I never saw in this conntry nor anywhere in the norih
of Scotland, a pair of perfectly black emrrion erows. We are
therefore bound to consider the fooded as the crow of i.]tis'cmmtry.
The heoded erow breeds indiseriminately in trees and vocks,
building a large nest of dry sticks lined first with grass and then
with a large quantity of wool, lnmps of hair, ete. The genernl
eolour of the ggr is light grecn, covered thickly with brown
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spots,  They vary, however, very mueh in the markings, and
are sometimes wholly withoub spols. . The hooded erow is a
powerful, active, and very wary bird, feeding on almost every-
thing which comes in its way, but preferring carrion, 1t often
feeds on shell-fish. I have frequently seen it near the sea rise o
a considerable height with a mussel, and drop it on a rock in
order to erack the shell, an act which amounts to reasoning.® It
foeds as much on the Mresh-waler muasels, the shells of which
not being so strong as those of the salf-water mussel;, the erow
iz able to break open without making use of the same plan.
This bird also kills newly-borm lambs, picking out the eyes and
tongne while the poor creature is still alive. It preys on young
grouse, pariridges, hares, ete. ete., and is very destructive to eggs
of all sorts. In certain feeding spots in the woods 1 have seen
the remains of eggs of the most extraordinary variety and number.
No sooner does a wild duck, phieasant, or any bivd leave its nest
than the hooded erow is on the look out, and I have no doubt
that a single pair often destroys many hundred eggs in the course
of & seasont All birds seem aware of this, and peewits, gulls,
rod-shanks, ete., attack most furiously any crow which they see
hunting neartlreir nests. The @ hoody™ is also very fond of young
wild ducks, and destmys- great numbers.  In the mountains it is
bold enough to make prize of the eggs of the eagle, peregrine
faleon, or osprey, if the parent birds happen to be driven off their
nest. During the winter the hooded crows are more numerous

# Tord Cockburn told me he had often wotched the crows at this opera-
Yiott on the rocks belew Ceroline Park, and in windy days he oharryed they
made allowancee for the effect of the wind on the * buekies" in their fall,
with great acciracy.—0 1.

4 It has Teen disputial how this bind cnries such prey to its nest;
This spring, 1863, Lord Ardmillan and Mr, Thomson of Bulgowan, taking
a Suaday wilk near Dalgowan, ohaerved a * loods ™ flving heavily loaded
with something o ifs &ifl, and lighting i 2 field,  They went up and

aredd the bint, and fonnd it had lefe hebind o fresh duck's cgg, apparently
just stolen from same pouliry yaredl The e was entive, cxeept one smiall
hole in the shell, just large cnough to ailmit the point of the robber's
beak —C, L. .
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than at other times, as they colleet in the lower grounds from
the forests and rocky burns where they have bred. Tt is pro-

Lable alzo that some migrate from Norway and the west ?'

Enrape.

Evory day now shows the approach of spring, The swans
frequent one partienlar lake, seldom alighting on any other
picee of water. This lake is peenliarly open, and very difficult
of approach, which is doubtless one reason for their fixing
on it ; another is, that in many places it is 2o shallow that they
can reach with their long necks the grassy plants growing at the
bottom, on the roots of which plants they feed,

Day by day, at the beginning of Mareh, the brent goese
seem to inerease in numbers : they feed on the grassy banks on
the shores of the neck of land called the * Bar,”

I heard of a faleon breeding in Glengarry. The keeper says
that o very large light-coloured faleon bred at a certain rock
quite different from the common peregrine, being nearly white ;
that it always came out making a great nofse from where it had
its nest, and struck at his terriers.  This seems very like the
Ieeland bird, which is a very rare visitor. I have only known
of two other instances of its being seen in this part of the king-
dom. One of these birds was hunting about the Loch of
Spynie and struck down a mallard very near us.  This was early
in the month of March. The faleon was shot at and fell, but
recovered and escaped ws.  The other I saw a year afterwards
near Elgin; and a fortnight after the time that I sxw lier
one was killed in Rdss-zhire, in all probability the same. The
Teeland falcon or gerfaleon (Faleo gyrfalea) is considerably larger
than the peregrine. The principal colour is white, heautifully
marked with black bars and streaks, more or less thickly, sccord-
ing to the age of the binl. There scems to me to be a regular
gradation of faleons, beginning with the Greenland faleon, the
most white and beantiful of all ; next comes the Teeland ﬂﬂmn{
the Norwegian falcon, the Ia:mﬂ- (from the cast of Europe),
the peregrine, fhe werlin, and the hobby—there being about
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the same difference between the Greenland and the Teeland as
between the Norwegian and the perefrine.  The Ieeland faleon

- has the same boldness and docility when trained, as the peregrine,

x...'n:ml her superior sizo renders her capablo of conquering any
game that we have in Dritain. The only way, however, of
obtaining a supply of these noble binds for the purpose of
faleonry is to send an experienced person to Ieeland with the
proper nets and tackle with which to catch the Linds uninjured,
The Teeland and Greenland faleon have boen ealled the same
bird by many naturalists, but my friend Mr. Hanecock, who has
paid great attention to faleons, has so plainly shewn to me the
difference and distinction between the birds in every age and of
each sex, that it is perfectly clear to me that, though nearly
allied, the species are quite distinet. T hope Mr. Hancock will
give the public the benefit of his researches in this branch of
Natural History, by publishing an account of the varietics of
hawks, which he is more capable of doing than perhaps any
natnralist in England.

The badgers hunt more and more every day at this season if
the weather is open, and apparently they wander several miles
from their home,

March 2 (1847).—I see the rooks building ; they were very
busy to-day carrying up sticks from every direction. This well-
known bird (Coreus frugilegus) is common in all this district,
shifting its quarters at different seasons in seareh of food ; and
imimense must be the supply to feed the tens of thousands which
are somelimes seen together, Their usual habits are known to
most people, but it is an often discussed question whether the rook
is hurtful or advantageous to the agriculturist. With regard to the
mischief done by the rook, the greatest destruction of grain made
Dy it is just as the corn ripens and before it is cut ; where the
grain is lodged, and at the edges of the fields, it consumes a con-

jderable quantity, and destroys more. It also attacks the pota-
toes, dizging up those roots which are least eovered with carth, In
sovere weather and snow it attacks the tumips, qnd its powerful
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bill enables it to Lreak 1-;1::“}' into the root. Ttz mischiovous also
il allowed to attack the stack-yard, spoiling the stacks Ty palling

out the straws to get ab the grain.  The wok is fond of cgps lu:,"),

and in some rookerics cgg hunting beeomes their common habi

when from their great numbers they searcely allow pheasant or
partridge to hatel o brood.®  This lind is also fond of cherries,
strawberries, ete. To counterbalance this long list of evil, for
many months of the year the rooks live wholly on grubs, cater-
pillars, ete, in this way doing an amount of service to the
farmer which is quite incalenlable, destroying his greatest and
most insidious enemny. In distriets where rooks have Leen
completely expelled this has been seon by whole erops of wheat
and elover being destroyed at the root by the wire worm and
other enemies, which can only be effectually attacked by birds
When we consider the short time during which rooks feed on
grain, and the far longer season during which they live wholly
on grabs and such-like food, it will be believed by all impartial
lookers-on that the rook may be set down rather as the farmer's
friend than his enemy. On close observation, when the rook
appears to be following the harrows for the purpose of feeding
on the newly-sown wheat, it will be found that it is picking up
a great quantity of large white grubs, leaving the grin un-
touched. Amongst its misdemennours T forgot to mention one,
namely, that in severe weather it often digs up the young wheat
just as it begins to sprout above the ground. Where rooks or
any other hirds inerease to an inordinate cxtent, no doubt they
ought to be kept down by destroying part of their eggs or
young,  Where the farmer is much annoyed by their attacks
on any particular field, a few shots at them soon drives them
elsewhere.  But very bad would be the eifeet of entively banish-
ing them from any district. In the beginning of autumn the
rooks frequently betake themselves for a short time to the moun-

L B
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tains to feed on berries which grow amongst the heather, nnd{

on several kinds of caterpillars.  The nest is large, eomposed of 1

* 1 have perianned 14 roaks at one phi-.‘uqut'g ner— LT
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shicks and lined with geass, wool, ete. When moking it nest
the rooks hreak oft with their strong hills groat quantities of twigs
for the purpose {from the neighbouring trees.  The eggs are pale
green, thickly spotted with brown, but vary much in eolour.
March 3 (1847).—When at Loch Spynie yesterday we stavted
several bares, which were lying in perfectly web seats some
distance in the rushes,  Saw badger fracks about the Toch,
When looking at wild-fow] on the water, it is gencrally easy
to distinguish what kind they ave, even from a great distance.
Scarcely any two species swim or float in the same manner, and
at the same clevation sbove the surface of the water. Coots, as
I have already said, and sca-gulls, float like bladders, with
scarcely any of their body immersed: so that it is almost
impossible to mistake one of the former at any distance at
lxﬂ‘n‘?ﬂ. a bird ean be distingnished. The divers, such az the cor-
morant, the black-throated diver, and others of the zame kind,
swim very flat in the water, shewing scavcely any part exeepi
the top of their back, and their head and neck, which all these
birds carry straight and ereet, seldom or never bending and
arching their throat like ducks or geese. In comsequence of
their swimming so low in the water it is dilficult to kill any of
these diving birds, unless you can get at them from a rock or
height above them, Widgeon swim rather flat and low in the
water, Mallards and teal keep more of their bodics above it,
and are in consequence casier to kill while swimming, Tochards,
scaup dueks, and others of that kind, swim higher still, bui are
very strong swimmers and difficult to catch when only winged,
diving ingessantly, and going out to the middle of the lnke or
pond, unlike the teal or mallard, who invariably, when winged
or otherwise wounded, make for the land, if the sportsman keeps
out of sight, and endeavour to hide themsclves in the grass at
the water's edge. Geese when winged dive with far greater
?qm‘cknm and facility than would be expecied, and I have had
[ very great trouble in catehing a wild goose on a lake, after I had
~ knoeked her dawn, although I was rowing in n light and easily-
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managed boat.  Careful observation of the different manner of
swimming of {he several kinds of wild fowl when womnded
13 of the greatest wse to the sportsman, saving him and his
retriever many a weary and often useless wetling.  Even with
the best water-dog it is froquently of no avail to attempt to ealch
winged ducks of mmy kind. In cold weather, when the water
is rough awl the birds get a good start in an open lake, it is
not only loss of time but is cruel to urge your dog to follow
them too long. 1 have often succeeded in bagging winged
ducks, widgeon, and'teal, by walking round the edge of the lochs
an hour or two after I had shot them, as the bivds when left to
themselves—ihe rest of the flock having gone awny—either leave
the water and hide in the grass, or else come close to the edge.

It n-_-c:taiinnntly happens in o small pool, that o winged wild- ﬂ
duck goes under and never appears agnin, having become -
tangled in the weeds at the boitom.

Wild-fowl seldom live long after they ave winged, as they
generally fall a prey to foxes and other verming all of which have
a habit of hunting round lakes and swamps during the night,
when . the wounded birds quit the deep water to feed in the
shallows or marshy places. .

That beautiful bird the pintail is also a very quick diver and
strong swimmer when wounded. Tf is a good rule in wild-fowl
shooting always to endeavour to get shots at the Lirds, cither
when they are on dey land or when it is probable that they will
fall upon it.  In the first place, no bivd is so easy to kill whilst
swimming as whilst standing or walking, as ihen all the body is
exposed ; and in the second place so muech time is lost, and so0
muech disturbance eaused, by pursuing the wounded binds, and
even by getting the dead ones out of the water. Desides, it is
almost a matter of eeriainty that when they are shot over the
water some of the killed birds will be lost ; and however good a
water-dog your retriever may be, and" liowever hardy, the lass
swimming and wetting he gets the better.  Nothing 15 so il ‘ 1
Judged and useless as sending o dog into the water without good

S
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veason for it ; doing so is always taking something, more or leas,
| frown his strength, and injuring Lis constitution.  When stand-
ing waiting for ducks in cold weather the poor animal has no
x means of drying or warming himself, and lies shivering at
your feet, laying up the foundation of rheumatism and other
maladies,
A dog who has mueh water-work to do should be kept in
good eondition, and, if' possible, even fat, Tt iz a mistake to
[ suppose that allowing him to come into the house and warm
himself before the fire makes him less hardy ; on the contrary,
L consider that getting warm and comfortable before the kitchen
fire on coming home gives the vetriever a better chanee of keep-
! ing up his strength, health, and energy, when much exposed to
. i cold and wei during the day—a far better chance, indeed, than
- ’L\ﬂ; on returning, he is put into a cold kenmel, where, however
well supplied with straw, hours must elapse before he is
thoroughly warm and dry.  Moesf rough dogs stand cold well
enough as long as they are tolerably dry, but frequent wetting
iz certain to canse disease and rhenmatism. T am sure too, with
regard fo water dogs, that a good covering of fat is a far more
efficacious means of keeping them warm than the roughest coat
of hair that dog ever wore. In wild animals, such as otters,
zeals, ete., which are much exposed to wet in cold eountries, we
always find that their chief defence against the cold consists in
a thick coating of fat, and that their hair is short and close. Tn
I like manner dogs who are in good condition can better sustain
the intense cold of the water than these whose only defence
] consists in o shaggy hide. Short-coated dogs are also the most
active and powerful swimmers, and gel drv sooner than those
which are too rovgh-coated.
The imperviousness to web of the plomage of wild fowl is
evidently not cassed by any power whieh the birds have of
~‘r-,‘ul-.u}:ul;;ing grease or oil to their feathers. The feathers have o
eertain degree of oiliness no doubt, but froin frequent observa-
' tion I am convineed that it is the manner in which the feathers
F
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are placed which is the cause of the water running ofl them as
it doos,

As long as a wild duck of any kind is alive, his skin remaing  ~
perfectly dry, though in the water, and although from the situa-

{ion in which he may be placed—being pursued, for instance—

it is quite impossible for him to find time to “oil his plumage,”

as some suthors assert hie does, “in order to keep out the wet ;"

but the moment o duck or water-fowl is dead, the water pene-
trates through the feathers, wetting the animal completely. 1f

ome wing is broken, the feathers of that wing immediately
become soaked with wet, the bird not having the power of
keaping the feathers of the broken part in the proper position to
resist the entry of the water. We all know that birvds are abla

to elevate, depress, and in fact to move their feathers in any 'l
direction by a muscular contraction of the skin. When ﬁﬁij‘\
power ceases the feathers hang loosely in every divection, and
the wet enters to the skin.

The live otter's skin never appenrs to be wet, however long the
animal may remain in the water ; but, like the plumage of birds,
soon becomes soaked through when the animal is dead.  Whilst
he is alive the water runs off his hair exactly as it does from the
back of a bird during a shower. When we find any [live
water] bird or animal with its feathers or hair wet and clinging
together, it is a sure sign that the creature is cither dizeased or is
suffering from some wound or accident.

The pintailed duck (Daila acuta) in shape and plumage is one
of the most beautiful of all wild-fowl. Tts distinguishing warks
are the two long tail-feathers, from which it derives its name,
‘and the peculiar white line which divides the back of the neck
from the front. The bill is rather long, of 4 bluish black., Tegs -
and feet of a lead colonr. The seapmlars are parlicularly long
and pointed, of a black colour, edged with white. The speen-
Jum or beauty spot-on the wing is of a greenish brown, and n
very bright. The pintail has a long slender neck, with a peeu-
liarly snake-like manner of moving it.  Altogether, the bivd has
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& more elegant, npright, and high-bred appearance than almost
any other duck, Its flight is high and rapid, though it is not
&0 shy amd difficult of access as the widgeon, and will sometimes
allow a person to approach within sixty or eighty yards hefore
taking wing.  Authors say that iho pintail breeds only in the
norihern latitudes, but I have seen them flying about the loch
of Spynie during both June and July, as well as all the autumn
and winter months. At the same time, I never suecended in
finding their nests, though I have little doubi of their breeding
in t]mt loch. The female is of the same slender and elegant
make as the male, Dut without the two long middle tail
feathers,  Tts general colouris much the same as that of the com-
mon wild duck, thongh it is easily distinguished by its shape,
and by the longer tail, which is slightly pointed. The feathers,
from being all edged with a lighter colour than the centre, have
a scale-like appearance,

The eider-duck (Somaleria mollissima) is a rave visitant to this
part of the const. It is however sometimes scen in {he Firth,
but is too completely a marine bird ever to visit any fresh-water
lakes. It breeds in some of the more northern rocky islamds of
Scotland, though even in these it is now rare.  Tn Teeland, where
the eider-duck breeds in considerable numbers, they are eavefully
protected for the sake of the down, with which they cover their
eges, and which the natives take in great quantities. The eider-
duck is a large and clumsy-looking bird.  The plumage of the
drake iz, lmwm-er bright and peculiar. The erown of the head
15 of o glossy black. The nape of the neck and upper part of
the throat are of a pale pea-green.  The lower part of the neck
and breast are pale buff, or sometimes of a brownish yellow.
" The belly and lower parts are deep black.  The bill and legs of
a greenish brown.  The female is considerably smaller than the
wale, and of a brown colour, inclining to a reddish shade. The

% are Jarge and of a greenish colour,

The scaup-duck (Fuligula marile) in general character and
habits resembles the pochard very much, as also ift its manner of



(i SUAUP-DUCK—WATER-HEN—TAME POCHALLD. [Man

flight, of feeding, ete. It is oftener seen in pairs, and singly,
perhaps, than the pochard, and is more frequently found on the
sea, Like other visitors, it is much less numerous than formerly. '>:
The seaup-duck is in general good for the table, and when in
good condition has no fishy flavour. 1t is enlirely a winter
visitant, though I once killed one in good plumage during the
month of July near the river Findhorn, The head and upper part
of neck are of a glossy black, the lower part of neck and breast
of a plain dull black. The upper part of the body peneilled
like the pochard. The bill is broad and of a lead colour, as are
also the feet and legs, The irides are yellow, ‘The young
male is of a dusky brown, and has a white patch on each cheel.

The water-hen, or moor-hen (Gullinula ehlvropus), inhabits
every loch, pool, and stream. Like the coot, they Luild a IM
nest of rushes and water plants. The cggs very much resemble
those of the coot, excepting that they are proportionably smaller.
When the pools and lochs are frozen, the water-hen takes to any
stream or place where the wateris open.  Though apparently not
well suited for zo doing, this bird alights readily on trees. They
are very fumiliar, and feed readily with poultry about a house.
They eat almost anything, grain, plants, potatocs, ete. Though
geldom used, the water-hen is not at all a Lad bird for the table.

March 4 (1847).—The pochard which I Lrought home is
now perfectly tame, The boys have him in alittle yard, and he
takes worms from their hand. When he takes a worm from the
ground he generally washes it in the water before swallowing it ;
he has a water trough to himself, in which they have placed a
quantity of weeds taken out of the bumn.

March Gth. T have tried two or thiee days to get at the
largest wild swan on Lochlee, but without suceess; my fruit-
lezz attempts 1 do not mark down—horas non numero wisi
serenas.  However, to-day—a fine sunny day—as 1 passed at
gome distance from the lake where the swans were feeding, thny-{
rose and alighted on the largest of the picees of water ; secing
this, and that they were not inclined to take to the sea immedi-
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ately, T sent the boy who was with me round the luke where
they were, while I made my preparations for receiving thei at
their feeding lake, supposing that they would retwrn to it if
allowed to rest for an hour or so, aud then quietly moved ; even
if they did not alight, I knew that T was pretty sure of their
line of flight to the sea, and they seldom flew very high, T
waded across part of the loch to au island, where 1 determined

- to await them, and set to work to make up a hiding-place of

long heather, ete.  This done, 1 loaded my gun with larme shot
and cartridges, and established wyself behind my barricade,
With my glass T saw the boy and retriever go round towards
them ; the appearance of the swans floating quietly on the water
was most picturesque, their white forms being elearly defined on
the dark blue water, and their shadows almost as distinct as
themselves.  They all held their heads erect, watching the boy,
who, as he had been instructed, walked to and fro opposite the
birds and sufficiently near to put them up, but without appear-
ing to be in pursuit of them. I hoped by this means to drive
them over to the loch where I was coneealed without frighten-
ing them so much as to make them take off to the sea. They
seemed unwilling to rise, and little afraid of the boy, whom
they appeared to look at with curiesity rather than alarm, and
I struck a light in order to smoke the pipe of patience and
resignation, for, fine as the day was for March, my situation in a
damp island and wet through above my knees began to be

uncomioriable,

The latakia was not half puffed away when T Leard the well-
known warning ery of the swans, and immediately looking round
saw them just flapping along the water preparatory to their
flight. Cocking my gun, and holding the pipe tighter in my
teeth, I waited anxiously to sce in what direetion they would
fly. At first they made straight eastward, as if off for the bay

Findhorn, but after a short flight in that direction they
turned, and I saw them coming three and three togother, as
ustial, straight towards where T was concealed. Tl a few minutes
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they were exactly over my head, at a good height, but still
within shob, lying with their long necks stretched straight out
and their black feet tucked up, but plainly visible as they passed e
over me. 1 stood up and took a deliberate aim at the largest of
them as he ascended higher into the air at my unexpected
appearance.  The first barrel seemed to have little cifect on him,
though T distinetly heard the shot rattle on his strong quills;
the second, however, which was loaded with larger shot, was
mrore effeetive s whilst his two companions continued crying Lo
cach other, he romained silent.  However, he kept up with the
resi, and thoy all went off towards the bay, In the meaniime
three smaller swans came within twenty yards of me, ov less,
trumpeting and calling loudly.

With the glass T watched the bird I had fired at, as 1 kI,IM\
he was hard hit,  He still, however, held his way with the rest,
and they were gradually gelting indistinet when I saw him sud-
denly rise straight up into the air, his snowy plumage shining as
it caught the rays of the sun. I saw him a second time rise
perpendicularly fo a great height ; he then suddenly turned
backwards in the air and twmbled headlong to the ground per-
fectly dead, He was above half a mile or more from me, in the
dircetion of the bay, and the whole intervening ground was
covercd with sandhills and bent, so that I could not see the
exact spot where he fell, whether on the dry ground or in the
sen,  However, I marked the direction as well as I conld, and
set off after Tum.

Large as he was, I had a leng and for some time a fruitless
search amongst the broken sandhills. I scanned the bay with
the glass in vain, and then came back towards the lochs. At
last I hit upon him by finding a quantity of blood on the sand,
and following the drops, which had fallen almost in a stream :
in fact the track of blood, though falling from such a height,
was as conspicuous as that of a wounded hare on snow. A
length I came on the swan, who was lying stretched out on %
the sand. and & noble bind he was, T shonldered him as well
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a2 his great length wonld enalile mo Lo do, and carvied him back
to where the boy was waiting for me, 1T found him no slight
burden ; he weighed above 27 lbs ; the breadth between lis

- Wings 8 feet, and his length & feet.  OF all the swans 1 ever
killed hie was by far the largest, the usual weight being from 15
lo 18 Ibs,

The hooper, or common wild swan (Cyguus jferus), is the
species most frequently seon on our lochs and coasts,  The flocks
ard now fur lesz numerous and frequent than they were even o
few years ago.  During a whole winter, only one or two small
companics of wild swans are seen to alight and sojourn in any
of our lochs.  Their fivst arvival is usnally about the middle of
UOctober, In 1852, however, I saw eight pure white swans
arrive on the loch of Spynie on the 30th of September. Theve

= had been o few days of severe wind, and the higher moun-

taing had already snow on their summits, These birds were
wone by the next wmorning,  Short as their time must have been

in thiz land of fire-arms, I eould plainly distinguish a large
mark of blood on the side of cne of them, staining its snow-
white plumage. I never before saw the swans arvive so early ;

a man told me that he had seen above thirty pass over about
the same time, Their coming so very early was, however, a
very unusual occurrence, They appear to arrive in this neigh-
bourhood in considerable flocks at the beginning of the season,
and immediately afterwards to disperse into smaller companies,
each departing to its own favourite wintering place. No binds
alfer so striking and beantiful a sight as a numerous flock of
large swans on wing, while their musical eries sound more
like the notes produced by some wild-toned mmsical instru-
ment than the voice of a bird. While they remnin with
us, they frequent and feed in shallow pieces of water, like
Lochlee, Loch Spynie, ete, where the water is of 20 small
—a depth that in many places they can reach the bottom with
: their long necks, and pluck np the water-grasses on which they
feed.  While employed in {enring up these plants, the swans
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are generally surrounded by o vumber of smaller water-fowl,
such as widgeon and teal, who snatel at and carry ofl’ the pieces
detachel by theiv more powerful companions.  The rapidity of
the flight of a swan is wonderful—one woment they are far
from you, the next they have passed you like an arrow,  This
speed, however, is only attained when at o consideralde height
from the grownd,  When fivst vising from the water they ave
obliged 1o flap, or, as it seoms, to run, along the surface, befor:
they can get their heavy bodies into the air.  Like many other

water fowl, on first taking alarm at a sudden noise or appearance
of an enemy, they eollect lurriedly into a group belore taking
wing ; and this is the moment to shoot at them, when their
lomg necks ave hwddled together. It is nemly useless to live at
a4 swan passing over your head, unless you wait till he is well >y
passed, so as to shoot at him from behimd., The strength of -
their feathers, amd the thickness and closeness of the doww,
etfectually stop the heaviest shot fived at their breast. In the
flocks of this kind of swan there are generally a fow gray bivds,
the cygnets,  These eyguets are smaller and weaker than the old
birds. The latter, however, vary much in size and weight
Thiz difference is indeed very perceptible at a distance.
Mlarch 13 (1853).—Fine ; a great many teal, ete,, on Loch
Spynie, and two swans appeared—DBewick's swans. . These birds
{ Cygins Bewrickii) usually come in smaller companies than the
hooper. I never see above eight of the Uygnus Dewickii
together, usually only four or five. They are easily distin-
ruished, being shorter and more compact-looking binds.  They
also swim mther higher in the water, and are much tamer.
Until they have been shot at and frightened, it is casy to
approach them. Their plumage is peeulinrly while, and the
young apparently are not of the same blue gray as those of the
Cygnng fervs. T cannot assert this as o faet, but I never saw
ong of the Bewick's swans that was not of o pure and snow-+—
like whiteness. The wild swan on the wator is by no means :
=0 picturesque & bind as the tame swan, as it seldom arches is .
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neck, or spreads out its wings to aet as sails; ns the latter
bird does. On wing, however, the wild swan is unrivalled.
, Theungh I have known a tawe swan shob in mistake for a will
o, the merest beginner in wild-fowl shooting onghit to know
the difference between the two bivds.  The bright vellow of the
upper part of the bill is =0 conspicnonsly different on the wild
swan from the black knob on the hill of its tame cousin, that
whenever the hird is within shot they ought to be casily distin-
gnished,  The wild swan leaves us about the widdle or latier
end of April.  But the arrivals and departures of water-fowl are
by no weans so regular as those of some other birds, being more
dependent on sudden and perbaps unseasonable changes in the
weather.  For instance, 1 saw wild swans on 30th September
hiu 1852, which is at least a fortnight before the nsual time of
.~ their arrival.

Mareh 18 (1847} —Walked to-day acvoss the hills as far as the
shore. In akind of loch wade by the sea 1 saw a great number of
sheldeakes ( Tudorne Valpanser), As the tide left them they began
feeding—walking quickly about, and poking their bills under the
grazz for any small shells or marine insects that they might find.
Thiz duck moves about on shore with o very different gait to that
of the common mallard.  Instead of the waddle of the mallard,
the sheldrake walks about with a light active step and evect
carriage, more resembling that of the wild goose than any ofler
bird. Altogether, the sheldrake is a peculinddy handsome and
showy bird, and I have no doubi eonld, with a little trouble, be
made available in the pouliey yard, as no bird iz more ecasily
domesticated, and though their flesh is rank and fishy when
wild, I believe that when fed about a yard, on meal, ele,
they would be as gool eating as any other kind of duck.
It leaves us during the winter, but comes carly in the spring to
the sandy parts of the coast, preparatory to breeding.  Iis food
appears to consist almost wholly of small shell-fish, and more

! gspecially of cockles, which it swallows whole.  Ib exteacls
these latter from the sand, by paddling or stamping with both
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its feet. This brings the cockle quickly to the surfaee. |1
have often seen the tamo bivds of this species do the same in
the poultry-yard when impatient for or waiting for their fosd
They breed in rabbit holes several foel under ground,
day-dawn I have frequenily scon the drakes waiting on the
hillocks near which their females are sitfing. Foxes often
deatroy the old binds, by watching for them at the mouth of the
hole where the nest s, As soon as hatehed, the young take to

the sea, and never come to land above high woter-mark but in
gome sheltered ploces where the tide recedes to a distance.
They appear to live wholly either on the sea or on the wel
sands, where their food is plentiful, The young birds are

g0 quick and active on the sands that it is alwost impos-
sible tu eatel them. When brought uwp under o hen, Tow-
ever, they thrive well.  From their Lright colours and constant -
activity they are very ornamental bivds about a piece of water,
The drakes, however, are apt to be savage to other young water-
fowl. The sheldrake is heavier and taller than the common
wild duck. The bill iz bright red, with a black nail, :uh:l::'li;;hl]].'
turned upwards ; at the bose iz a mised knob. The head and
neck are of a dark glossy green ; the upper part of the breast

is. white, the lower of a bright chestnut-brown ; the iail is
white, slightly tipped with black ; the back and lower parts ave
white ; the upper parts of the wings black. The speenlum or
beauty spok is of a rich green, tinged with bronze, The chestunt
mark on the breast extends in a band round the body. The
legs are nearly erimson, or of o bricht fesh-colour. The female

is smaller than the male, and her whole plumagy, though rese-
Lling, is less rich and bright.  The cggis large, and of a pure
white, withoul the green tinge of the mallavd.

The pochard which I bronght home from Spynie remains
quite contented, and goes abont with the other ducks, e will
eat whatever Elw}' fead upon, but prefers: worms: to l_'\'L']'j'f]!i]]g'
tlse, shewing great activity in diving for them when they are
flung into the water. Even when brousht into the louwse he
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seems quite at home,  Many kinds o wild fowl might, with a
little eare, be perfectly domesticated, and I have no doubt would
. breed freely,  Care must, however, bo laken to prevent their
Nyiug away at the migrating scasons, and also to keep them at
home when they begin to make their nests, as ab that time they
seem inelined towander ofl in search of coneealed and wndisturbed
places,  Afier two or three gencrations of any bird have been
domesticated the young ones lose all their wild inclinations,
tameness becoming herveditary with ihew, ns skill and the power
of benefiting by education become hereditary in dogs to a very
striking degree.

The common mallard, though so excellent a bird when
feeding in the stubble ficlds, is often rank and wneatable when
dviven by deep snows and frost to feed on scaweed, shell-
tish, ete, Widgeon and brent geese alzo, and in fact all wild-
fowl, are mood or bad eating according to where they feed, in
the smme way that the dog of the Chinese, which is fatted for
the table, must be very unlike in flavour to a foxhound fed on
horze Hesh,

The bernicle goose (Bernicle lencopsis) seldom pays us a visit,
but I saw a few one day near the bar. I had one of my boys
with me, who was anxious fo get a shot at a wild swan which
was swimming about one of the lochs, and when we eame back
from an unsuecessful pursuit of him the geese had left the place,
This bird is numerons only on the west coast, and is rarely seen
here. It is an elegant and Leautifully marked bird, smaller than
the bean goose. It is ecasily distinguished, even al a distance,
owing to its peculiar pied appearance. The head is small and
the bill short ; the throat and side of the head are white ; the
upper part of the head, and the neck and breast, are all black.
Between the comer of the bill and the eyes is a bLlack streak,
The lower part of the body is white, and the upper part varie-
mated with gray, blue, white, and black. The tail is black ; the
ligs are short, and of a dark eolour,

Mareli 19 {1834).—1 expect a crosshill's west, four epgs
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and the two old binds, from Ross-shive by next steamer. 1 have

a tame crossbill sitting by me now eating the seed out of fiv cones,

His tongue is very curions, it is like a long red worn. W]wu“k
the cone is open he takes the seed out with lis tongue, squeezes

the sced off from its * wing” and eals it. Mo is a fne healthy
active bird, quite red. 1 see, though, that he prefers hempseed

to the trouble of opening the cones.

Mareh 20 (1847).—1 sce o few white-fronted geese feeding
in the swamps near the lakes,

On the 22d the dabehicks eome to their breeding places in
the smaller lochs, where there are plenty of rushes, and the
sheldrakes now come frequently inland.

The dabiehick, or lesser grebe (Podiceps minor), is alively and
quiet little bird by no means uncommon on most of the rushy
lochs of this district. It arrives in the spring, and remaing to
breed, generally going southwands for the winter. Its manner
of arrival bas frequently puzzled me, as its wings ave but short
and weak in proportion to the body. A poir of these birvds
appears suddenly in the spring in many a small solitary pool
which has no stream connected with it, and to which their only
access must be by a long and laborious flight.  Their nest is
large, and built in some tuft of roshes. Their eggs are six in
nomber, oval in shape ; when first laid, they ave a pure white,
but befors hatching become of a dirty brown, and have the
appearance of being roiten and destroyed. This comes from their
being constantly damp, and from the habit of the old bird of
covering all her eggs over with wet herbage when she leaves
the nest for the purpose of feeding. The young when first
hatched are black, and look more like large flies than bivds
swimming on the surface of the water. In summer the fore
part of the head and neck are bright ehestnut, and the evown of
the head and back of the neck are black.  TIn winter they lose
the chesinut eolour. Their rapidity in diving is wonderful ; when
alarmed and on the wateh, they dive quick enough to aveid the
churge aven of a percussion gun, rising again with only the tip
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of their bill above water, and even this generally eoncealwd
amongst some pateh of weeds or grass.  The little bind, however,
./ 18 50 harmless and of such interesting habite, that it is to be
pped 18 seldom is injured by the sportsman.  This and other
grebes have peeulinely formed, partially webbed leot.

About the middle of March the black-backed gulls are very
noisy in the bay.

The great black-backed gull (Larus marinus) measures from
tip to tip of the wings frequently as much as six feet.  Theneck
and all the lower parts and the tail are white. The back and
upper parts are black.  1ts strong bill is yellow, with a shade of
bright red on the lower mandible, The irides are yellow, and
the centre of the eve of a red orange colour, The legs are pale

} flesh colour. Tt is certainly one of our handsomest gulls, and iz
a fine bold-looking bivd, as it wheels overhead ultering a loud
harsh erv. It feeds on dead fish, any kind of marine animal or
shell-fish, and on ecarrion ; its powerful bill enabling it to tear
np almest any animal substance. The black-backed gull breeds
generally on islands in inland lochs. At Loch-an-dorl they breed
regularly ; and on some lochs in the north of Secotland I have
seen great numbers of these birds' nests. The egg is of an olive
brown, blotched and spotted with dark brown, The young are
three years in attaining the full plumage., They are at first of a
spotted brown colour. The bird described in Bewick as the
weagel is a young gull of this species.

As the old keeper saw some bean geese pass over the house,
I took a long walk on the 12th to leok for them in their usual
Feeding-places, but withoul suecess, The old man, a teue
“landator temporis acti,” complains that the whole country is
spoilt by “drainings and improvements,” which banish the wild
fowl from their former haunts,

When the frogs begin to croak in the pools and ditches, the

“~g-mallards are sure to be found in these places every evening and
 “morning.

March 22 {1847)—XKilled some fresh river sea-trout in the
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morning.  Fish have more sonse or instinel than wo give them

eredit for. T saw a trout to-day abeut six inches long that had

been Teft in & small pool by a rise of the river, making its way *
over the oy stones across o ridge that separated the pool fl"lﬂflju)\
the river, the distance being a full yard. When it saw us the

trout immediately tuwmed itsell round, and mizzled back into

the pool it had eome from. This secms so very extraordinary a

story that I should be almost afraid of telling it to any person,

Mareh 230 —Nwne aviz G rine fecta boremgue pearet, The
wosl-pidgeons are building in the shrubberics elose to the
window,

" How beauntifully the different birds are constructed for their
different modes of feeding ! The tender nerves at the end of
the bill of the woodeock, snipe, and curlew, enable them to find
their food under ground as correctly as if it were within full
view., The oyster-catcher can detach from the rock and break
up mussels and other shell-fish. The oyster-catcher, by the bye,
can have little to do with oysters except in name, for, strong as
he is, he could scareely manage to find his living if condemned
io feed on oysters alone. The bill of the merganser and other
birds of that kind is perfectly adapted, by means of its curved

teeth, to hold their slippery prey, while the inward sloping
~ plates in the wild-duck’s bill are equally suited for retaining the
small worms, ete., on which they feed. The earvion-feeding
ravens and other birds of that elass have a most perfect and
powerful weapon in their strong and sharp bills, The crosshill,
too, shears off the fiv-cones and extracts the seeds with his
clumsy-looking bill with a facility that no other shaped tool
woull afford him, In short, go through the list of all birds, and
you will find that each one is perfecily adapted in form and
powers for procuring its peenliar food,

Whilst talking of the food of birds I eannot lelp adverting _
to the absurd idea of woodeocks and snipes living “ by 5“'3[1!“1;”?/
which one sees gravely aftirmed as a fact ; whercas, o snipe ov
woodeock is ag gread an cater a5 any bivd T know.  Any one who
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has kept cither of these bivds in confinement well knows what
difliculty he has had in sapplying them wiili sullicient worms to
salisfy their ravenous appetite. My friend Mre Haneoek tolls
that he has sueeceded in keeping many kinds of sand-pipers,
and even the common suipe, alive and in good health by feed-
ing them principally on boiled liver minced small, which scems
to approximate more closely to the usaal food of insectivorons
amd worm-eating birds than any other substanee,

March 30 (1847)—Cold, sleet, and snow ; the hills as much
covered with snow as they have been all winter.  Six swans came
into the bay this evening, and near dusk flew westwards towards
Lochlee. Some brent geese and great numbers of widgeons
and mallard are here.  The latfer appear to have been driven
down again from the hich grounds. It is observable that the
widgeon in the bay here are seldom in such good and forward
plumage as those which 1 see in the fresh-water lochs, or on
the coast of the more exposed parts of the Firth,

It iz singular where all the gy geese (usually 20 numerous

at this season) are this year.

‘ It is amusing to see the arrival of the larger flocks about
this time. A few zmall companies of pink-footed and white-
fromted geese usually arrive early in the month, but about the
28th, and generally on some quict evening, immense flighis
of the bean zoose arrive in Findhorn Bay. | They come in
just about sunset, in four or five large flocks, and an infinite
quantity of gabbling and chattering takes place for several
hours ; but by daybreak they scem to have determined on their
respective beats, and separating into smaller flocks disperse over
the land, and do not colleet again in very numerous flocks
until they are about to leave that part of the country at the
end of April or the beginning of May. The wild geese decrense
in number every year: the gray lag goose is a very rare visitor

\‘;E!"I-hﬂ oat-fields here, althouzh =0 many breed in Sutherland.
16 bean goose may sometimes be got at the end of March ly
wading up the drains, and when within reach the sportsman
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should crow like a cock, or wake =ome unkonown noize, without
ghowing, when the birds will all run up into o heap before vising.

The woodeocks are more vumerons ab this time of year
in the larger woods than during auy part of the winter @ the]
pair early, and have probably before thiz time taken up their
breeding quarters.  Those which breed abrond do not leavethis
country fill just before their time of laying. I am much in-
elined to think that most bivds which migrate from us in the
spring, pair some time before they take their departure,

Thers is scarcely a morve beautiful bird than the mazpic
(Fica candata),  Lis tail hos the vichest and most glossy shades
of green, purple, bronze, cte, that can be imagined ; and the
clear white and blaek of the rest of the plumage yender it very
pleasing to the eye. Its nest iz 0 most sinpular edifice, hci":—ti‘l
roofed over with such a complicated mass of thorns and sficks
interwoven with each other, that it is often impossible to get
at the egge without breaking away the top, or getting the hawd
well zeratched. It is a lively inguisitive bird, immediately
detecting the presence of an enemy, such as a cat, hawk, ote.,
when it raises such a elamour as alarms the whole neighbour-
hood. The magpie is very cunning in avoiding danger from
gun or trap, and is desiroctive enough to ergs and young birds
to make it an object of cnmity to all sportsmen and game-
keepers, Perhaps the best way of killing magpies is o tether
a cat in an open place within reach of a well-concealed ambush,
from which they may be shot. One magpie on secing the cat
makes sufficient noise to collect all within lhearing. Having
once, however, ascertained the presence of danger, it becomes
very cunning. The egg is pale bloe, more or less spotted in

different specimens ; the usual number is six, bul sometimes
they have as many as eight,  The magpie abounds in this dis-

trict, building both in dense woods, and, where unmolested, in T
single trees, close to o farm or other house. Where lofty troes ‘
are scarce, it will build in a bush very near the ground.
Sir Alex. Comming has just caught a trout 15 Ihs. weight !
L
|
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thiz is a thing to dveam about. Several years ago 1 used to troll
downe the canal from the lochs opposito Lagean to Inverness on

,  a windy slay, fishing from the bank and killing o great many
irout three or four pounds weight, bad. fish but good fun, In
the lochs too they used to take well. There is a loch called
Loch Kecklish, joined to Loch Duntelihach on the west, full of
fing pike and trout. T once pul in #ix trimmers and canght six
pike of 12 Ibs. eagh. T used to gol also three-pounds trout in if
casily. * Loch-na-Clachan, at the east end of Duntelihach, is also
full of both. In Keeklish I have eanght o pike 26 1bs,

It is a fallacy to suppose that pike arve delrimental to the
sport of the fly fisher, that is, in the Iighland lakes, where there
iz depth and space enough for both kinds of fish to live and

: flourish ; of course pike kill thousands and tens of thonsands of
simall trout, but the fault of most Highland lakes is that there
are too meny trout in them, and the fly-fisher works for a month
without killing a trout above a pound weight ; pike keep down the
overstock, there are still plenty and more than plenty of trout
Temaining in the water, and of a better size and quality than
where they are not thinned. I have invariably found this the
caze, and that T eould eatch a greater weight of trout in a loch
where there are pike than where the trout had no natural enemies
to keep down their daily inereasing numbers, besides which,
though the pike is piscivorons, he is also most decidedly as
omnivorous as a piz or an alderman ; a great part of the food of
the pike consistz of {rogs, leeches, weeds, ete. ; young wild ducks,
water-hens, and even water-rats do not come amiss to him. Like
a shark, the pike when hungry swallows anything and every-
thing that has the misfortune to eome within reach of his
murderons jaws. If the fact could be ascertained, T would back
a Salma feroe of 10 1bs weight to kill more trout in a week than
a pike of the same weight would in a month. I never killed a

rge tront withoat finding the remains of other frout within

him, sometimes too of a size that must have cost him some

trouble to swallow. In fine, I am strongly of opinion that pike
G
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ghould be encouraged in all large Highland lakes wheve the
tront are mumerous and small.  There i2 no doubi, too, that the

large trout, with a due respect to the “ Ler fulionis,” fewl on .

the infant pike as freely as the pike feed on the young trout.
March 1 (1847)—In tho bay to-day malland, sheldrake,

widgeon, cormorant, eurlow, oyster-cateher, whimbrel, red-shanlk,
ring-dotirel, and large flights of differont sandpipers. T observed
a peculiarity in the flight of the oyster-catchers and whimbrels.
Large flocks of these binls were constantly alighting on a small
islamd near whero I was eoncealed.  The binds invariably [ew
down wind to G0 or 80 yards to the leeward of the spot on
which they intended to pitch, and then tumning round few back
against the wind, and alighted with their heads to windward.

Of the hundreds that were on the island not one pitched in any i
other manner. y
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CHAPTER THE FOURTH.
APRIL,

April 1 (1847)—Walked to Lochlee, The widgeon very much
decreased in numbers.  Great flocks of fieldfares and radwings
singing on the trees.

April 2 (1853)—Rennie brought me a roundish white egg
with a smooth shell which he found in arablit hole—lemgth, 11

} inch ; breadth, 14 inch—apparently the egg of the tawny owl.
April 3 (1847).—At this season the salmon and trout appear
to lie in the dead water of a pool, or quite at the tail of the
) siream, £0 45 to be out of the shrength of tho river, not having
the same power of resisting the water as they have in the warmer
weather. Cold as the water is, however, they take a fly that suits
them, though cerfainly there are no living flies to be had by them.
4th.—Thewater-ouzels have entirely disappeared from thoburn
near the sea, having, I suppose, gone farther up the country to
bread.

About the 4th or Gth of April the wheatear (Saxicola
aenanthe) first makes its appearance here ; it iz scen on the stone
walls and along the sea-shore.  Soon after this they are in great
numbers, but T see the greatest number go still further north-
wards to breed.  They build their nests in holes in stono walls,
under stones, and similar places.  About the first weck in
September they quit this country, frequently leaving a fow
shragglers, if the season is warm, for a few days after the de-
parture of the main body. The wheatear is easily known by its

\‘:g]'ﬁto rump, which is very eonspicnous as it flits with a jerking
ight from stone to stone, and jerks its tail while standing.
It has the habit of often singing while on wing and hover-
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ing in the air.  The male is ash coloured above, a white st reak
over the eve, a black patch on the eheck, upper part of the |
breast pale reddish yellow.  The lower part white, bill and legs %\ .
black. The female’s colours are less brilliant and decided, and
the ash colour of the back inclines more to brown. The wheat-
car 4 fow years ago, and even now, though not to =o great a
degree, was very eagerly sought for and trapped by the shep-
herds on the south downs of Sussex for the London market.
They are eaught by means of horschaiv snares placed in holes
made on the smooth grass of the downs, by removing a turf of
14 inches long and 6 broad, This tuef iz then placed erossways
on the hole, and the snares placed so as to cateh the birds as they
run into these holes for shelier, A heavy shower of min, or auy
sudden alarm induces the wheatear to rum into these holes for
shelter. Simple as the contrivance seems, great numbers Were
annually canght on their passage from their breeding grounds in
the north to the warmer south, where they can find a supply of
inzects, their only food, during the winter. The egg of the
wheatear is pale blue.

The corn bunting (Emberiza wmiliarin) is one of the first
birds which utters its spring note. Defore the winter is well
over, sitting on the topmost twig of a bush, it utters a loud shrill
note.  Frequently too it utters this ery while on the wing,
hovering over the hedge, with its feet hanging down at full
stretch. Tt is a very common bird, and to be seen near all
farmyards, in every hedge, and on every stone wall. 1t is larger
than a sparrow or greenfinch, and rather heavier than a lark,
which bird it resembles much in general colour, though of a
different shape. Tts gencral colour is 4 pale olive brawn above,
and white below, but thickly spotted and mottled, both on breast
and back, with a darker colour. The Lill is short and strong,
with a peculiarly shaped tooth, which assists the bird in shelling
corn and seeds that it feeds on,  The nest is difficult to find,_
being much concealed either in young corn or in the long grass
which grows al the roof of a hedge. The ez is of o dir"tg,' white
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colonr, wotiled and streaked with purplish brown,  In the winder
the buntings colleet in lavge flocks,  When they fly from tree to

' iree they keep in a closo compact body pitching again suddenly.
‘They are excellent eating, superior indecd to the skylak, and are
i fot heavy bird.

Gth.—Walked to the wood at Black Stal with the boys, who
found some rooks' eggs and peewits’ egps.  The latter birds seem
to commence several nesis before they determine on laying their
oggs. in any one, as 1 frequently seo three or four nests begun
all near each other, and the peewits are fur too quarrelsome for
these to be nests of different birds, By the time their four eges
are laid, they generally collect a considerable quantity of straws,
roots, or sticks, in their nests, appearing to increase it with every

rr they lay.

Some gray geese were seen to-day,  We caught a beauliful
brent goose in o trap on a grassy island, which is generally
covered by the zea at high water. Immenze numbers of these
geese float with every tide into the bays formed by the bar
Az the tide recedes they land on the grass and feed in closely-
packed flocks. On the land they are light active birds,
walking quickly, and with a graceful earriage. On any alarm,
before rising, they run together in o heap; thus affording
a pood chance to the shooter, who may be coneealed near
enough, of making his shot tell among their heads and necks,
All geese and swans have this habit of erowding together when
first alarmed. :

The field-mice on the approach of eold and wet shut up the
mouths of their holes. There are a great many of these little
animals in some of the fields near the house, notwithstanding
the quantity killed by the owls, who come down from the large
wouds every night and hunt in the enltivated grounds.

April 6 (1851).—We went to Dulsie for erossbills, but ouly

“saw one pair of old binds, which crossed the river. We lnd
a most beautiful day. = There is evidently a scareity of fir cones
in that partieular wood, which T have ne doubt has made
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tho birds move to some ofler district, The nests which we
found were those of the erosshbill without doubi, built exactly
like those which we found lagt year. No olher nest 8 o
like them. "’K\
We went after some bean-goese last weelk,  There was a flock
of twenty-five in a field feeding together, and eight other geese
neay, but separafe, and feeding on elover instead of corn. We
killed ome of the latier, which turned oub fo be a very fine
pink-footed gocse, weighing T4 1bs.  The habit of feeding apart
from the bean-geese, and in a small compoany, 1 have always
ohzerved of the pink-footed goose. I found the same day
a tree-sparrow lying dead under the wall of the old Castle of
Duffus—a place standing alone in that flat country, a mile from
the Loch of Spynie. No doubt they breed plentifully here.
Blatkbirdz: and hedge-sparrows have egzs near hatehing in the ¥
garden. The wood-pigeons have built close fo the windows,
April 6 (1853).—Two white haves killed near Dr. Maclean's
house [elose to Elgin] yesterday ; a very unusual occurrence fo
seq these animals =o far from their mountain home.
April T (1847).—1I was out late with the keeper to-day, and
wo saw a very brilliant aurora borealis, or, as they term it here,
# The Merry Dancers,” He told me that often when the anrora
was very bright, and the flashes rapidly waving through the
sky, he had thought that he heard the merry dancers emit a
foint rustling noise, like the “moving of dead leaves," but this
waz ouly when the night was quite cal, and there was no other
sound to disturb the perfect stillness.  The statement enme from
him quite unealled for by any remark of mine, and was entirely
the result of his own observation. I was pleased to hear him
say this, as I had more than onee imagined that the auror, when
peculiarly bright and rapid in its movements, vio actually make
exactly the souml that he deseribed ; but never having heard it
asserted by any one else, I had always been rather shy of ad- 7/
vancing such a statement.
The aurora is seldom seen, or ab least seldom attentively
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watched in this country, in situations where there s not some
sound or other, such as voices, ranning water, or thoe rustling and
moaning of trees, to break the perfeet silence : but it has ocen-
sionally happened to me to be gazing at this beautiful illuming-
tion in plices where no other sound could bo heand, and then,
and then only, have T faneied that the brightest flashes were
accompanied by a lisht erackling or rustling noize, or, as my
keeper expressed it very eorrectly, * the wmoving of dead Jeaves,"
Whether this is 20 or not, I leave to others more learned in the
phenomena of the heavens to decide, and cnly mention the cir
cumstanee a3 the passing remark of an unscientific observer,

In the northern mountaing of Sulherland, wheve the anrora is
'E'rﬂquvn.l'[}* very bright and beauntiful, there ia a fascinating, nay,
an_awful attraction in the sight, which has kept me for hours
from my bed walching the waving and ever changing flashes
daneing to and fro. I have watched this strange sight where
the dead silence of the mountains was only broken by the fancied
rostling of the “dresses” of the * merry dancers,” or by ibe
sudiden scream or howl of some wild inhabitant of the rocks,
until an undefinable fecling of supersiitions awe has erept over
iy mind, which was not withouf diffieulty shaken off.

The aurora, hright as it sometimes iz in this country, must be
far more wildly and vividly splendid in the more northern and
Polar regions.  Here it is almost invariably the forerunner of
change of weather, or of rough winds and storm,

April § (1847).—1t Llew a hurricane to-day from the west-
north-west, with cold showers. We anticipated this kind of
weather from the brightness of the aurora last night, Large
flocks of brent geese driven into the bay ; the birds scareely able
to move from the ground in exposed places. I saw a sea-gull
caught by the wind in the air and turned entirely over five or
#ix times before it could recover its balance and get its head
to windward.

April 7 (1852).—1 see cels beginning to shew in the dead
pools of the river. I see the rémains of toads which have been



88 TOAD CATCHING FLIES—WATER-OUZEL. fArsn.

killed, and parily devoured ; in every instance’ only the hind legs

have been eaten ; T suppose by the hooded erow, The toad

catches insects with extmordinary rapidity,  Some who live in _’K
a cask of water in the yanl catch the flies when they seitle neat -
them, The toad on seeing a fly erceps up with great eantion

till within an inch or two, and then with a motion so rapid that

the eye cannot follow it, the fly is canght and swallowed.  Ap-
parently the toad darts out his tongne ; but it is impossible to

gee exactly how the fly is canght. All one sees iz a rapid
opening and shutting of the toad's mouth, down which the ily
{which was an iuch or more from it) disappears as if by magic.
The frogs also feed on the flies, but do not catch and swallow
them with the same wonderful guickness,

April 10 (1852)—A water-ouzel (Hydrobafn einclus) in the <
burn has two eggs.  The nest is built in a broken bank. The -
bats ily about now round the buildings and garden. Geese Lave
been seen about for some dayz, but do not seem to feed near this,

April 13 (1852).—One of my boys look the water-ouzel's
nest, an immense building for the size of the bird, the whole
being fully as large as a pail, made of moss outwardly, and lined
with dried grass, ete.

This little bird of wvery singular Labits changes its ground
with the season. In spring and summer it frequents the high-
lomd burns and solitary streams, where it breeds ; on the approach
of winter it descends lower down the streams and rivers, where
it feedz on trout spawn,® small water beetles, ete. Tt has a
peculiar habit, while lying along a stream, of suddenly dropping
into the water, where it cither swims, or rather floats, on the
surface, or dives down at once to the bottom, where it scarches
actively for its food—the beetles which form great part of its
food being found on the stones: and gravel at the bottom of

* Mr. Bocklamd in his volume on Fish Hatching says :—The woter
onzel is gmiltless of eating trout or salmon spawn,  In several instances }/
where ths birds were shot immediately over the spawning beds there was

no appearanes of ova in'the erop, b plenty of fragments of waler beotles,
ote,—En,
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the water, I never zaw the water-ouzel feed on any insect
which it canght out of the water or even vn the surface ; its
whole Food seems to be found at the botlom,  Though the fact
/&ims often been doubted, it certainly runs and seratehes up the
stones while at the bottom in search of food,  IE has a sweet
song (though not loud), which it utters frequently in the depth
of winter, and on the coldest and severest days. It Dreeds
earlier than most other birds. I have found eggs on the 8th
of April.  The nest is placed in o Lroken wall, under an
overhanging bank, amongst the roots of a tree, or other
similar situation, but always on the water’s edge, and covered
over the top, built of moss, leaves, ete. It is frequenily of
. very great size, as the bird fixes on a broken bank sometimes,
and has to build a very large foundation to make her nest
steady. The eggs are a pure white. Silting on a stone ofien
in the midst of a rapid stream or waterfall, the white breast
of the water-ouzel is conzpicnouz amongst all surrounding ob-
jects, and day afier day it enlivens and adds.an interest to the
same part of a siream for many weeks, till the time comes for
its partial migration. In the following spring the same stone
or point of rock is again tenanted. The bird frequently runs
into and under the water in the midst of a tolerably strong
rapid, keeping out of sight for some moments, bui emerging
again at no great distonee. I have before mentioned its habit
of suddenly, in the midst of its flight, plunging dewn into the
water, where, though it floats with tolerable ease, its motions,
when on the surface, rather resemble thoze of a land bird aeei-
dentally falling into the water than those of & swimmer.

April 14 (1847).—We find no end of plovers’ eggs.

The sand-martin, or bank-martin (Colyle riparin), arrives
the first of the swallow tribe. Early in April Jarge flocks come
pouring in apparently from the south-cast. I generally see

"‘ them first near Spynie, or other picees of water, {lying ab no
great distance above the tops of the rushes. They breed,
n=.is well known, in sandy banks, old quarries, and sueh
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places 5 sometimes in large companies.  They feed wholly on
insects, prineipally on goats and similar ercatures. When
they have young to bring up, they collect a mass or ball of 3
inseets in their throat or mouth before they return 1o the lll".'-K',‘\
The nest is formed of deicd grass, and warmly lined with
feathers,.  The egzs are white, with beautifully tmnsparent
ghells,  The nest iz placcd about two feet or eighteen inches

from the mouth of the hole. It is peculiarly infested with
Hleas.

The house-martin (Chelidon wrlice) nsually avvives about the
third week in April. At fivst they ave in large flocks, buf soon
dizperze.  The nest is placed under eaves of houses and similar
placez.  This martin also builds frequenily along the sea-shove.
Taking advantage of some suitable depression or hollow in the
rocks, it atiaches its nest, formed of mud, in the shape of a seg-
ment of o globe.  The nest in these situations is very difficult
to see, as it is neatly filted into the angles of the rock. It is
lined with feathers. The eggs are white, and very smooth.
The house-martin -can always be distingnished from the
bank-martin by its superior clearness of colouring, and by
being slightly larger. The upper parts of the house-martin are
black or nearly so. Thoze of the bank-marlin are a mouse
brown., The toes of the latter are not covered with the same
white down as those of the former. From the middle of Sep-
tember ill the fime of their departure, marting and swallows
haunt the Iarge rshy picees of water, such as Spynic, not hover-
ing much in one particular part, but seemingly hunting it {rom
one end to the other in search of inscets,

The ehimuey-swallow (Flirindo rustien) is perhaps the least
numerous of the swallow {ribe in this country, and al the same
time the handsomest. I see them for the first time about
the 20th of April. Warm springs bring them a fow days
carlicy, Like the mariing they appear firsk in the ‘Ir‘iuinit.}rr'
of lakes, where their food is more abundant than elsewhere,
The name of “chimney swallow ™ denotes its habit of building
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in chimneys, At the same time it buoilids frequently in
other places similar to those chosen by the lwousc-marting
,L\_wuh a5 under the eaves amd projecting roofs of houses,
also under open’ gheds, and not uneommonly in caves by the
seagshore.  In the latter situations the nest iz formed per-
fectly similar to that of the martin, and fitted into a hollow
«or erevice of the rock.  When a hawk appears in their neigh-
bourkood the swallow is always the first bird to give the
alarm, and with loud cries chisscs the bird of prey to some
distance.  Though so swift of wing the swallow sometimes
falls a prey to the merlin. A single hawk has little chanee
agninst the rapid wing of a swallow, but I have seen two
merling pursue a swallow till it was canght, the hawks helping
each other, one keeping above and the other below their prey,
till at last, after a long chase, by some unlucky turn, the swallow
came in a favourable position for one of the merlins, and was
immediately seized in the air and carvied off.” It must be, how-
ever, rare that the swallow can fall a vietim to any bird or beast
of prey. The nest is made of mud outwardly, and is lined with
a groat quantity of feathers. The eggs are of a delicale white,
elightly spotted with ash colour.

The swift (Cypeclus upus) is always associated in our minds
with summer and fine weather. Always scen mnear towns or
villages, it fixes usually on the steeples or highest builidings for
its restinr.place, and round these it wheels during the whole
long summer day.  In June and July the swift seems to be con-
gtantly on wing {rom two or three in the moerning till the
night sets in, which in this country is not till eleven o'clock.
Indeed, as long as there is any light or twilight the swift con-
tinues its rapid hut easy flight, in fine ealm weather wheeling at
a great height in the air; but in heavy damp weather it [ies
much nearer to the earth, Somelimes great numbers of swilts

" hunt for hours along the line of some picee of road, dashing one
after the other within a foot or two of the head of the passer by,
or 1t sweeps and skims along elose to the surface of some stream
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or pool by the hour,  In fact, wherever and ab whatever heigh

1

the inseets happen to be fying, there aro the swifts elearing the
air of thonsands and millions of gnats and other flice.  The .-m'i‘i':/‘\

appears never to alight for the purpose of resting, T4 builds und

the eaves of houses and in crevices of the walls. The bird

sqpueezes itsell through a very small and flat aperture,  The nest
is carclessly made of a little dried grass or stmw and a fow

feathers ; the eges are pure white, of a long oval shape, The
materials for tlie nest ave colleeted while the bird is on the
wing, picked up off the ground, or caught while drifting in the
air. The swift is easily distinguished by its rapid peenliar flight,

by its larger size, its loud screams, and by its uniform black
colonr, excepting a slight shade of white under the chin. They

arrive later than other swallows, and depart sooner,

-;_

April 17 (1847).—The arrival of the geese to-day was worth
seeing, Animmense body of 300 or 400 birds arrived fivst in one
flock, As soon as they were above the sands every bird ap-
peared to commence calling, making together a noise that first

attracted our attention, though we were nearly a mile from th

1<

place.  After flying to and fro above the bay they broke off into

different companies and dispersed through the country, lookin

Eig
=]

for feeding-places. We could sce the focks as they wheeled
round and round different new corn-fields looking for places to

alight. The boys caught a beautiful brent goose in the trap.

April 18 (1847).—5hot to-day a jack-snipe ; it was the last
I killed this year. Indeed I do not remember ever killing one
after this time. I shot a greenshonk on the same day, The
latter bird breeds commeonly in Sutherland. Dut I have nover
ascertained that the jack-znipe's nest was seen, or indeed that

the Lird is known to breed, in that county,

The common snipe (Gallinago media) iz partially a bied of
passage in this country, that is to say, there takes place a partial
amd irregular migration, depending much on the state of the -
weather. Great numbers breed about most of the swamps and
marshy places, They are carly in making their nests ; T have
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shot a young snipe flying aud fully fedged on the 26th of May.
The nest is placed in o iuft of grass or rushes, slightly made of

,'&\gmﬁ, efe.  The eges vary in eolour, and are of a greenish brown,

spotted with dark rufous brown, During August, September,
and October, snipes are cxtremely numorous in all the swamps,
but are not then in such good condition as afterwards, when
much fewer in number.  About the end of October there appears
to be a partial wigration, Early in the spring they are again
numerous, and round all the marshes they keep up a constant
noise, beginning early in the evening and continuing it during
wost of the night, Sometimes the snipes fake to the heather,
and during the time stop about the small rills and web places,
In the dusk of the evening they may be heard coming down in
': great numbers to feed in the swamps,

April 18 (1851).—The golden eagle (Aguila chrysaétos) pro-
bably has hatched crenow. The eggs are worth a guinea a piece.
It does not Lreed in this part of the county, nor have I ever seen
it hunting in this neighbourhood, but I have had the good
fortune to =ee it 20 employed in Sutherland on several occasions,
Tts visits to us are rare, but T have seen it at different times pass,
at no great height, apparently on its way between Sutherland
mountains and the Grampians, Generally the eagle hovers
nearly motionless above her prey (supposing it to be a grouse or
hare) at a very great height, suddenly closing her wings she
drops as if about to fall at once to the ground, buk stopping her
course at the height of perhaps forty or fifty feet, she again
hovers motionless for a short time, then she drops with great
rapidity on the unfortunate animal, and, if it is small enough,
lifts it at once from the ground and carries it off. At an animal
flying or running she makes a quick dash, appears to surround
it with her wings, and seldom fails to cateh it. Dead sheep,
however, and other emrion form their principal food in those

-\‘\ districts where the mountain hares are not very numerous ; and
on a large animal, such as a sheep, the cagle gorges herself so
areedily that she is unable to rise from the ground quickly
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enough to escape an active man with a stick.  Diflerent instances
of an eagle being Killed in this manner have come under my
notice, T have heand frequent stories of o child being carried
away by on eagle, but eould never trace these hiome to thl:'.i-L}\'\-\.
souree, nor do I think it likely that an eagle should find a
chilid small enough to carry away sufliciently unprotected to
induce her to swoop at it.  Nor indeed does ib soem probalile
that an eagle would carry ofl anything enveloped in the cloth-
ing of a baby. The eagle places her nest, which sometines
consists of an immense pile of sticks, on some nemrly inac-
cessible shelf of rock, where it is also frequently overhung by
gome projecting ledge, which makes it doubly difficult to geb at.
Decasionally, however, an eagle in very lonely places builds
ber nest where it can be reached with little dilliculty ; these
,cases are very rare in comparizon to those where her eggiTor = ™
young can only be takén by means of steady heads and hands, :
and strong ropes.  The eggs are generally two in number, of a
dirty white, more or less marked with pale ved spots, The
golden eagle is easily distinguished from the =ea eagle by her
rich brown plumage, with a reddish shade, and also by her legs
being feathered down to her feet. Owing to the destruetion
wlich they cause amongst the lambs during the early part of the
summer, eagles are becoming more scarce overy year, though in
some of the deer-forests I am glad to say they are not allowed
to be trapped. Since their desiruction in some districls the
mountain hares have increased to such an extent a3 to become
a great nuizance, and actually a source of greater loss to the
sheep-farmer than the eagles were,  The eagle has not the samo
tractable and docile disposition as the falcons, and it is impos-
gible to train an eagle to hunt with any certainty ; sho is ps
likely to attack the dogs of her master as the game which they
have sprung, and would fly more readily to find a piece of carrion
than to hunt a living animal.  The temper, too, and disposition
of this bird are changeable and treacherous. y
April 18 (1847).—Riding by the heronry on the Findhorn
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I saw the Altyre keoper searching in all the jackdaws' {Corens
monedula) nests that ho conld reach for the remains of the
¢ herons' eoos. These gelive litkle marnnders live in great num-
L\{xrs in the rocks immodiately opposite the hevons, and keep
up a constant warfare with them during the breeding season,
stealing an immense mumber of their eges, which they carry over
to the holes and exovices of the opposite rocks and eat them, out
of reach of the herons. The keeper took handfuls of the shells
of the herbns' eggs out of some of the jackdaws’ heles: the
injury to the heronry from this cause must be very great, as the
plundering seems to be incessanily going on.  The jackdaw is
very common, frequenting every tuin or other lofiy building ; it
inhabits also cliffs on fhe sea-shorve, wheve it makes its nest in
the holes amd ledges of rocks, BSowmetimes also it builds in
~Pmameys, where it is very troublesome, owing to the immense
quantity of sticks which it ecollects, I observe that near the
cathedml of Elgin the jackdaws -completely strip the large trees
of every twiz which they can carry, cutting them off with their
billz, and I have no doubt doing much injury to the trees by
this constant eropping. They appear often to fix upon some
place but little adapted for their nest, and to malke it suit they
fill it up with as many sticks as would nearly- fill a wheel-bar-
row, The nests are lined with wool and other soff substances ;
the egzs pale blue, spotted with brown and ash colour.  Jack-
daws are nearly omnivorous ; they are very partial to eggs, and
carry off a hen's egg with great case, generally refurning to the
game place till they have taken overy egg from the nest
Among cherries, too, they are very destruetive, but, lile rooks,
they feed principally on caterpillars, grubs, ete.  The jackdaw
is casily tamed, and becomes very sociable and attached to ils
master, ;
T gee that the peregrine faleon still breeds near the heronry,
n the Findhorn : a pair only remain in the roek, as every scason
\\‘:lm}r drive away their young ones to find a resting place else-
where,  The barn owl alse breeds in the same rocks ; not having
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towera or ruins to breed in, they adapt themselves to their
situation and take to the rocks,

The male of all hawks, 1 beliove, fecds his mate while uhK

is sitting on her eggs,  Whilst T was fishing in the Findhorn,
al a place where a great many kestrels breed, one of these
birds came flying up the course of the river with a small bird
in his claws,  When he eame opposite ihe rock where the nest
wias, he rose in the air and began to eall lowdly and shrilly for
his mate, who seon eame out from the rocks, and taking the
bird in her talons, flew back with il ; the male bind, after utter-
ing a few cries expressive of pleasurve, ilew off to renew his
hunting.

The time at which roe lose the velvet from their horns scems

to depend on the latencss or earliness of the sepson. This }'Elll':'

(1848) is backward, and as late as the 15th of this montli-T58
that the horns of the bucks are still covered with the velvet,
In early seasons their horns are quite cleafi by the 4th or 5th
of the month, When the larch and obher trees hecome green,
the roe wander very much, taking to the smaller woods and
grassy plantations in search of some favowrite foliage or her-
bage. A fine buck came to an untimely end at Darnaway. 3,
Stuart, on his way to fish, was going along a narrow footpath
on the top of the rocks which overhang the _river, when his
dogs, running into the cover, started a buck, who, taking a
sudden spring into the footpath, found himsell uimxpmtud]y
within a few inches of Mr. Stuart, in fact almost touehing him,
Without pausing for an instant, the frightened animal, with
another spring, went right over the high rocks into tho deep
black pools of the river below. Mr Stuart got down to the
water and managed to pull him onf, but the poor roebuck
was quite dead, killed by the shoek, although his fall must
have heen into the water,

When a erow leaves her nest on being disturbed, her quiet,
sneaking manner of threading her way through the trees te
that she has young or eggs in the thicket, as plainly as if she

Eae |

g S
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uttered eries of alarm.  These binds are carly Lreeders : ]
fonnd a hooded erow's nest, with eges neardy hatehed, on the

« 16th April.

,,L\ April 19 (1848)—The common wilil duck often builds hep
‘nest in a situation from which one would suppose it would be
very diflicalt for the young, when first hatehed, to make theip
way to the water. My retriever put up a wild duck on the
16th in some very high and close heather at some distance from
- any water. I found that she had ler nest in the very centre of
the heather, and in the densest part of it. The nest was very
beautifully formed ; it was perfeetly round, and looked like o
mass of the finest down, with just sulficient coating of small
sticks, ete,, oulside to keep the down together, There were
§ thirteen eggs in it, which we took home and put under a bantam
¢ they were hatched in a fow days, and I allowed them to
go at liberty with their foster mother in the kitehen parden,
where they soon Became perfectly tame. When the gardencr
digs any part of the ground, ihe little fellows immediately flock
about his spade, so that it is difficult for him to avoid hurting
them, as they tumble about on the newly turned-up earth, dart-
ing at the worms which come into view : whenever they see
him take his spade they run after him as if they thought that
his only object in digging up the gronnd was to find them fond,
One tiny fellow, who is weaker than thé rest, and who conse-
quently gets pushed out of the way by his stronger brethren,
waits quietly to be lifted up on the flat of the spade, where the
gardener allows him to stop, out of the reach of the others, while
the little glutton swallows a worm nearly as bix as himsellf, The
moment the spade is laid flat on the ground lie knows that his
turn has come, and running on it looks out for the expected
waorm, and is quite fearless although mised on the spade soveral

feet from the groumd.

There are few wild birds or other animals which could noi,
he tamed and made useful to us, if, ingtead of constantly perse-
cuting them, we treated them with hospifality and allowed them

"
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to live in peace and plenty. Al wild fowl are suseeptible of
domestication, and there are very few kinds which would not

breed in a tame stake. I
Most wild-fowl require very little extent of water, =0 long II-IL_A

they have grass fields to walk about and to feed in. - No more J
water is necessary than is sullicient for them Lo wash and take
an oceasional swim in., 1
Our brent goose seems to eat searcely anything but grass,
and any snails and worms it may find in the field. Hois a far
mere graceiul bird on land than the pochard, for quick and
active as the latter is in the water, his great flat {eet, placed far i
behind, are of little serviee to him in walking.
April 19 (1852).—I see in the rapid gravelly streams of the
burn a great many lampreys, about five inches in length, col- i

leeted in groups of six or eight, and apparently very busily-@mm

ployed in earrying about small stones about the size of a sweet
pes.  The river and burn are smaller than 1 ever saw them,
owing to the long continued want of rain.
April 19 (18533)—Every bird is late this year. This scason r
T do not think the wild ducks have egzs yef, though I found
them nearly hatching three days earlier in 1848,
April, if the weather is fine and genial enough to bring out
many flics, is about the Test month for trout fishing on the Find-
horn. Large river-trout, which are seldom seen ut any other time
of the year, make their appearance in this month and rise freely ;
the =ea-trout fishing, lower down near the sea, is equally good,
the fish being numerous and eager to take the fly.
April 20 (1847).—Fished at Darnaway, but only one salmon
rose all day. The kestrel hawks are very numerous. 1 saw ono
fly into a tree calling loudly and carrying something, a small
bird or mouse, Presently another hawk of the same kind came,
and the first bird immedintely gave its prey up to the last comer, ’
who carried it off  The bird which breught the mouse earried
in its beak, but the one that received it enrried it off inits claw:
The kingfisher, though common on many or most streams in ]
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the south, visits this district yery mvely., [ have, however,
cccasionally seen o stray one; one remmined some Ways near

l\thu mouth of the Findhorn, Its usual position was on the
dop of a post; close to a diteh which wn into the river. The
place abounded with sticklebacks, and the kingfisher frequently
hovered over the water like a hawk, till it saw a fish in &
fuvourable position. Then, dropping into the water like a
stone, it seldom failed to bring up its prey in its bill. Its
flight is very rapid, and generally in a divect line. When
perehed it has an awkward appearanee, from sitiing very mueh
upright, rather leaning backwards, The egzs are white. [is
brilliant plumage is well known, and distinguishes it from any
other British bird.*

April 20 (1549).—When the Findhorn iz small, I have found
the 2 1b. sea-trout take a small fly, lark wing, small black hackle,
a little silver and black body, a very small light made fly, taking
well in the lower pools nof in the cutrent: also a small fy
made of guinea fowl wholly.  The willow wren arrives penerally
about thiz time, 5

April 22 (1851)—Drove down to the sea-coast to-day, and
after certain trouble, mancuvring, and stalking, T shot a pair of
peregrines—male and female. I shot the female passing over
me dead a5 a stone, in the clouds. The male was sitting after-
wards half-way up the roeks, and I stalked him from the top.
I had determined to sueceed, but T should not have shot the birds
for any other renson than to oblige Mr. Hancock, and see them
live again as stuifed by him+

* For a deseription of the kingfisher's habits and nest, see ** Life in
Normandy,"” edited by J, F. Camplell.  Edinburgh, 1863,

+ Respecting these binds, be writes to Mr, Hancack -—** May 1.—I am
really glad that the birds reached you in good eondition. Ts not the mals
a besuty.  The female is rather dark coloursd, bat a fine bird, | cannot
suggest an attitude or gronping which you could not improve on, They

ill be interesting to you, knowing where they were killed, 1 have a faney

t a paregrine shonld not be the npex of the gronp—i. e., that the rock

should come up nearly as high ns the bird's head.  When T think of the
peregrines wild, I remember them oftener as sitting on o prajeetion rather
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Wheatears, swallows, and martins avo come,  The woodds are
full of siskins—very few crossbills ; all the small birds have

-
eizcz, and young ones in the garden. U‘_,A
In this country April is the best month for the biean-gees

vet many weary and often fruitless wiles T liave walked in pur
suit of them. There is something in the wildness and wariness
of this fine bird that makes it a peeuliarly attrnetive object of
pursuit ; but wild-goose shooting is

o g rermn ineertissima, ™

When 1 have concealed myself in one of my hiding-
places in a newly-sown field of oats or peas, the geese, after
keeping me perhaps a long time wailing, may arive at last ; and
alighting on the field, may commeneo feeding without any sus-
picion of danger till they come nearly within shot. Put -.ﬂthﬁ:-?&
concealed from the geese, I may be visible in a different diree-
tion, when a couple of-villainous large black-backed gulle—as
happened to-day—come by, and seeing me lying in wait in
a suspicious manner, immediately commence screaming and
wheeling over my head. The geese, who are all dizpersed in the
field, no sooner hear the gulls than they run rapidly together
away {rom me, for they know by the direction in which the gulls
are looking, where the danger is; they then rise and betake
themselves straight to the sea, leaving me without the chance of
a shot, after all the trouble T have had in preparing an ambuseade.

April 23 (1847).—T went to look for wild geese, bt though
we saw i great number, and several large flocks evidently newly
arrived searching over the eountry for good feeding-places, we
could not get & shot.  Onee we nearly succeeded in approach-
ing unseen some white-fronted gecso, one of which 1 was very
than on the swmmit of & clilf.. L have often seen o peregrine sitting on
lump of stone in a plain oF near 2 rock, lnt when on 4 clilt never on the
simmit. 1 never saw a persgrine ke any nest—only the slightes
hollow scrapesd in the ground. T have an aneslote to tell yon. 1 gave
female peregrine some years fgo to a friend.  This year she Inid twelve
s, s then died.”

E
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anxions to proenre for a friend. 1 saw the binds go to a pool
where [ knew I could get within shot of them without the least
trouble,  So making a consideralle eiveuit, T avived af a part of
the ground from which my approaching the geese was perfectly
casy. DBut just then some peewitz saw me as 1 was advancing
in a crouching attitude up to the birds, Had I been walking
upright, these peewits would not have taken auy notice of me;
but as they saw me stooping to conceal myself, they attacked
me with sereams and eries of alarm sufficient to warn all the
country.  The geese of cowrse took wing, and left me to return
as I came.

The peewit or lapwing ( Vanellus eristatus) is very numerous
during the spring and summer ; some few remain during the
\_whole winter, but the greatest number leave us about the last

~“week of November. On the 25th of that month I have zeen

immense locks of peewits in the fields, where they appear to
collect previous to deparfing. Early in February they return.
They breed both in the dry lields and about the swamps, in both
places seratching a small hele in the ground just large enough
to contain their four eggs, which lic always with their smaller
ends meeting in the centre of the nest. They ecollect a slight
nest of bits of straw, ete., and appear fo be adding to it as long
as they sit.  The exact time of laying is irregular, varving from
the 3d or £th of April till the end ; but those bivds whose nests
are destroyed seem to have later nests for several weeks,  When
first hatched the young ones leave the nest and betake them-
selves to the shallow partz of swamps, where the old ones attend
them with great care. During aubwmn and winter, and when
collected in flocks, the peewits are very shy and watchful,
geldom allowing themselves to be shot.  As the dusk approaches
they leave the lochs and swamnps and fly with greal rapidity to
their feeding-places, which are generally in the grass fields,

They do not then fly in flocks, but singly, or in scattered com-
\{pnniea,. Before daybreak they are again collected together on
gome favourite ridge or mudbank.  There iz not much difference
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of plumage between the male and fomale.  The former is rathor
brighter and more distinetly marked, and has a longer crest.

The eges vary much in colour and marking. The general fnlull:vﬂ‘\\
iz a dwk olive green and mueh spotted with black ; they ar

much larger at one end than ab the other. In England they

are mueh sought after as a table delicacy. These who live by
taking their eggs during the season are very skilful in finding

them, and by taking only one egg al a time indoce the bird to

lay daily for two or three weeks® The old bivd, when killed
during winter, is fat and excellent cating,

To stalk a flock of wild geese when feeding is as difficult as -
to stalk a stag, if not more so.  From the nature of the ground
which they feed on, and their unwearied vigilanee, unless you
have concealed vourself beforehand within reach of their feed- i
ing-place, it is nearly impossible to approach them. Even it =
some half-dry diteh or drain passes through the field, and is of
sufficient depth to hide the sportsman, supposing he has strength
enough of back and of resolution to walk in a stooping
position up to his knees in cold water for svme hundreds of
yards, still the birds are most unwilling to approach any such
ling of ditch, or indeed any other place which can possibly eon-
ceal an enemy.

One of my boys, however, suceeeded in getting at a flock
of white-fronted geese in 4 place where a mon could never
have done so. He was out for a walk with a gentleman whoe
“was staying with me, to whom hie was acting as cicerone or guide
to the lochs, as I was unable for some reason to go ont with him
mysell,  The little boy took the teleseope, which their attendant
carried, and having looked along the shores of the lakea and

“through all the likely parts of the ground, which he knew as
well as 1 did, from having frequently ridden that way to join
me, he shut up the glass with the exclamation, charvacteristic of
a deorstalker—* There they are!" My friend’s question of

* My keepers bring in as nny as filteen or sixteen dosen at one fime,
- P
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course was—* Who are there?” Aud on being told it was a
flock of geese, he at once understood why he had been led on
from point to point under diffevent execuses ; for he had good-
paturedly followed passively wherever he was told to go,
Having been shown the geese, hie sat down with the glass and
allowed the child to attempt the task of stalking them, but
without having the slightest expeetation of his suceess.

He watched the boy for some time till he became invizible,
having apparently sunk into the ground amongst the rushes and
long grass,  His atlention was next attracted by seeing the geese

* snddenly rise, and almost immediately perceiving that one fall
to the ground.  The next instant he heard the double report of
the boy's gun.  Another goose left the flock and fell af some

5 distance, but it was unnoiiced by him and the servant, as their

= attention was faken up by the young sportsman, who went

dashing through water and swamp to scize the first bird that

fell. It was nearly az big as himself, and he brought it up to

them in trivmph, a successful right and left at wild geese being

rather an era in the sporting adventures of a boy ten yemrs old.

The well-ecarned game was then slung across his pony in com-

pany with sundry rabbiis, ete., and was brought home with no
small exultation.®

The white-fronted goose (Anser erythropus)is a very handsome
and compacily made bird. Though perhaps nof quite so long a
bird as the bean-goose, the weight would be about cqual. In
mature plumage the breast is barred with black in a very con-
spicuous manner, and the white patch above the bill is strongly
marked. When young the plumage is altogether more dingy and
less decided, and the white part is scarcely visible. The bill is of
a flesh colour, inelined to orange, with a white nail ; the feet of
much the same colour as the bill. It amives in this conntry
from its breeding quarters in the avctic and northern regions

B about the middle of October, in small companies of from six to
twelve generally, and if left tolerably undisturbed frequents

* Hurry 8t John was the hero of this adventin.
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veenlarly the same swamp or piece of marsh il the ewd of
April, feoding ot squatie planks, and in the spring frequently
orazing on the young clover or green wheab more in the ,“:mtwr'A
of the gray-lag than the bean-govse, the latter confining ftsell’ s -
el as possible to grain,  This bind is move easy to apjroach |
than any other wild goose, and I have often found it feeding in *
small hollows and spots easily gob af, where the bean-goose .
wonld never trust itself, Their ery is very loud and peculiar, h
sometimes resembling wonderfully the loud langh of a human
being,  Hence its name of * laughing goose.”  Although feeding
z0 much in marshy places, the flesh is remarkably zood ; indeed,
when in good condition, this goose, the gray-lag, and the bean-
goose, are all excellent, being totally free from any fishy or
rank taste,  The white-fronted soose resembles the gray-lag and {
our tame birds far more than the bean-goose both in shape and
habits, and wounld be easily domesticated. All birds of passage,
however, when famed, become restless and anxious to wmigrate
both in spring and autumn,  After two or three generations
this instinet would probably b lost.

April 25 (12347-1848)—For the last two years T have fivst
seen the martins ou the 25th of April, and the common chimuey
swallow on the 27th. The terns also come at the same time.
Indeed in both years I have segn them on the same day, ie.,
the 27th,

No more beautiful birds can be found than the terns ; their
ensy and gracefnl flicht, and their pure satin-like plumage,
render them universal favourites. The eommeon tern (Sterna
Rirande) breeds on most of the retired parts of the coast.  The
nest is simply a depression in the ground or shingle. The eggs
are three in number, of a stone colour, or light yellowish brown,
spotted with brown and ash eolour.  These hinds arrive in the
end of April or bezinning of May, and commence breeding towards
the eml of the latter month.  When the day iz bright and- the ’y"
sun hot, the terns do not appear to sit on their eggs, but, hover-
ing constantly over them, leaye them to the heat of the sun re-
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flected from and increased by the warm shingle.  But in miny
or even clondy weather they sit upon their eges like other binds,
When the young are hatehed the old birds lead o busy il figh-
ing for the sand cels which [requent the coast at that season,
They hover in the air in the same manner as the solun goose,
and drop suddenly into the water with o great splash, appear-
ing almost invariably o be suceessful, and vising to the surfice
with their quarry in their Bill.  The fish is always held just belind
the hiead, where the mark of the bivd's bill is plainly to bo seen,
The rapjdity and precision with which the tern pounces on its
prey ean only -be appreciated by those who know the quickness
and shyness of the sund ecl.  The fishing ground being often
several miles from the nest, and the tern only taking one fish at
a time to its young, the labour of feeding them must be very great.

=T have often seen the old birds beating to windward against
a strong head wind, eartying ¢heir small prey with persevering
patience towards the breeding-place, the whole day ocenpied
in passing to and fro in this manper. The length of the
common tern i= about fourteen inches, The bill is deep ved
tipped with black. The length of the bill is about two inches
and a half. The crown of the head and nape of the neck is black.
The upper parts are pale blue ash colour. The lower parts and
tail are of a pure shining white., The legs and fect are red.

The aretic tern (Sferun muerowra) is very similar to the com-
won tern.  Ii i3, however, elightly larger, and the bill is a little
shorter, and is wof tipped with black, being crimson thronghout,
The tail iz longer in proportion, extending beyond the wings.
It breeds generally inland by the margin of some loch or river,
often some miles from the sea, to which, however, it is obliged
to resort for the sand cels with which it feeds its young, and
which it carries patiently one by one to the nesting-place.
Amongst the flocks of terns I have sometimes clearly seen the
“roseate tern” (Sferan pavadisea), distinguished by the rose-
coloured tint of its breast as it hovered over my head at no
oreat hieight from the pround.  Tn all probability speeimens of
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most British terns may be wet with on this const at different
times, but I have only marked down and deseribed those hinds
which T have sctually seen mysalf, or ascortained to have been
killed in this district,

The lesser tern (Steene winuta) is o beautitul little bivd 5 it
is not above seven or cight inches in lepgth,  The fail is shorter
in proportion than that of the common tern.  The upper parts
are blue ash colour, The crown of the head and back of the
neck black, the forchead is white, The lower parts of a very
pure white, glossy-like salin. The bill and feet ave ynore of
an orange than of a red colour. It breeds in the same places
and manner a2 the common tern, bub is muel less numerous.
Its ery is casily distinguizhed amongst the flocks™ of lerns, eon- >
sisting of cne sharp note frequently repeated. Tt is a tame little
bird, and hovers fearlessly over the head of any intruder. The :'\
exos are like those of the common tern, but smaller,

The widgeons begin to deerease in numbers, T do not un-
derstand the moulting of these birds: for up to the time
when they Ieave us, many of the wale birds have not attained
their fall plumage, Those which frequent the salt water are
more backward in this respect than such az feed in the fresh
waters ; nor ave the former ever in such good condition or so
well flavoured as the latter.

There are very large flocks of the oyster-catcher, the curlew,
and the knot, on the sand-banks. Whenever these birds want
to alight on any spot, if the wind is at all high they invariably
pitch with their heads straioht to windward ; if they come
down the wind to their resting-place, they first fly past it, and
then turning back against the wind, alight with their heads in

that dircetion.
j Amongst the curious instinets which Birds display in pro-
viding themselves with food, one most resembling reazon is that
which teaches the common erow, on finding on the shore o ghell
containing fish, to fly with it to a height in the air, and then to-
let it drop in order to break the shell sufficiently to get at the
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fizh enclosed in i, When the shell does not break the first
. time that the crow drops ity she darts down, picks it up, and
4 ’L\n.sceutls still higher, till she perceives that the heizht is sefficient
: for her purpose,  Sometimes another erow darts in to carry off
the booty ; npon which a batile ensues in the air.  Cunning as
the crow is, she seldom finds any prize without letting all the
i neighbourhood know of it by her eries and gesiures.  With per-
fect truth the aucient poet said—
Tieitus pusci si possel corvus, hiaberet
Plns dapis, of rixm multo mines invidiague.”
The crows collect great mumbers of sea-shells on partieular
favourite hilloeks, which are often at some distance from the
gea, | have frequently observed in this country great collee-
".: tions of this kind, and from the state of the shells it wounld =
appear that they bring them to the same place for many succes-
sive years,

The throsh ( Purdis mewsiens) has a similar habit.  When it
finds a snail which it cannot extraet from the shell, it carries it
to some favourite stone which happens to have o convenient -
chink in it, fixes the shell so that it eannot slip, and then scon
breaks it up, using its strong bill like a pickaxe. The blows
of the bird whon oponing a shell in this manner may be heard
to some distance. In my garden there are cortain stones round
which there are always a number of snail shells lefi broken by
the thrushes, and I have frequently seen stones used in the
same manner in the wobds. Though not migratory, in the
common sense of the word, the thrushes change their quarters at
the approach of winier, leaving the large fiv-woods and higher
grounds for the gardens and cultivated fields.

This bird is common everywhere, It builds its nest in every
wood, garden, and hedge, The nest is large and strongly built ;
compozed outwardly of coarse grass, moss, ele., and lined in-

\\( wardly with a eoat of mud or clay, plastered smoothly on, and
made into a perfect half globe, The egr iz a beautiful light
blue, with a few black spotz at the larger end. The thrush
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begins fo sing early in Janunry in mild weather, but at that

period of the year neither sings frequently nor regularly.  As

the spring advances, it sings most indefatigably, uaually ».:nm-/l\

meneing at the same hour of the duy 3 and, seated on the sam =

braneh, day after day it pours forth its vieh and lowd seng, The

notes of the theush ave very varied. 17 carefully listened to, the

songs of no two throshes are quite alike, and in some the Jdif-

ferenee is very striking indeed—in so mueh so, that the songs

of different birds in the same savden can be as well known from

cach other ‘as the voices of different people. They certainly

destroy mueh frait, commencing with the carlicst strawberries,

cating all fruit in suecession till they end with the autumm apples

and pears.  They are then driven to holly berries, those of the

wountain ash, elder, ete.  They are also vory fond of mulberries. (

At the same time the thrush is of great service in clewving the

garden of grubs, slugs, and snails.  They search with great

assidnity for these during the winter under dead leaves close to

the wall, the box edging, ete,

Every year the blackbird (Twrdus sernla) becomes more nu- ]

!
[
L

merous in consequence of the destroction of hawks and other

enemies, There seems to me no bird which so often falls a

prey to the sparrow-hawk. Gliding through the thicket or
shrubberies, the hawk's eye is attracted by the conspicnous

colour of the blackbird. Tt iz o more familiar bird than the

thrush, and dves not build its nest so often in the larger woods,

preferring the neighbourhood of houses, and even frequenting

gardens in the midst of towns. The blackbird's song has not

the same variety as that of the thrush, Lut has even greater

clearness and “precision” in the notes it ean execute. Like 1
the thrush it feeds on berries, froit, and inseels of all sorts
indiscriminately, and does equal service and dis-service to the

gardener. The female sits very elosely, and is very tame during -
incubation. In the winter the males lose the bright yellow y

on the bill, which becomes a plain black. The nest is similar

outwardly to that of the thrush, but is lined with conrse grass,
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ele., inalead of mud. The blackbird whon building in the
gardon picks up all sorts of substances o form the outside of
Yier nest with—large pivecs of wag, skring, oven picccs of nows-
/S—\Jmpur, are all interwoven, ‘They build cither in low bushes
or in the wall frnit trees,  One built and brought np her young
under a net placed on a cherry tree trained on the wall of nry
garden, always serambling np and down from the bottom of the
net, so little protection was it from their invoads. The black-
bind is not uneommonly seen variegated with white, and I have
seen some enfively white, or mather cream-coloured. The egg

iz pale blue, thickly spotted all over with brownish spois
They wvary much, however, some being but slightly spotted and
oceasionally entirely blue, though not of the bright shade which

\, distinguishes the egg of the thrush or hedge-sparrow.

Hhu ring-onzel (Turdus torquatus) so much resembles the
blackbird in shape and figure that at a little distance they may

be easily mistaken for each other. On cleser observation, how-
aver, the ring-ouzel iz at once distinguished, not only by the
white cresgent on the breast, but also by ihe whole plumage
being mueh less black, almost all the feathers having a margin

of a lighter colour. Its ery and song are both unlike those of
any other of the thrush tribe, both having a kind of wildness in
them in keeping with the scenery in which this bird is usually
found, The general locality of the ring-ouzel is amongst the
seattered birch and juniper, which are fhickly spread amongst
the wocky parts of the hill-side, and it inhabits the wildest and
most solitary glens, where its song, coming unexpectedly on the
wanderer, sounds doubly sweet and striking. Indeed, the song

is in itself, without the accompaniment of wild and rugged
scenery, very sweet and melodions, Sinee the destruction of
hawks and *vermin® the ring-ouzel has inereased very greatly,
and itz devastations amongst the few cherries that grow in the
garden of the Highland manse or farm-house are very severe,
“\( It i3 am active restless hind, constantly in motion, passing with
a jerking flight from rock to rock or bush to bosh, uttering
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ab the same time a sharp harsh ery.  They change their gronnd
at the approach of winter, coming down from their summer
habitations, and moving frequently in seattered fucks, 'I"hri%
fuod consists of inscets, and such berries a5 grow on the moun -
tain and hill-sides.  The nest is placed in a low bush, or under
a projecting picee of rock, in a broken wall, in the ivy which
sometimes grows on the rocky cliffin.  The eggs are light dull
blue, spotted with gray brown.

The breeding of ihe siskin (Fringille spinus) in this country
has been much questioned by naturalists, However, I have
frequently found the nest in Moray, more especially in those
woods where there are spruce fir troes of a considerable size,  To- |
wards the summit, or about two-thirds up the tree, the nest is

f L
placed on a horizontal branch, and owing to the thickness of the
folinge and the smallness of the nest it may well escape JmaE.‘< y
In some of the woods near Elgin the siskin breeds regularly, |
and in some numbers.  On account of the extreme cunning or
caution of the bird in going to and from its nest, it is difficuls 1
to make outl its exact position. T know no bird more dificult 1
to wateh than this. The best time to find the nest is when p

the siskins are building it, as they are more conspicuous and less
on their guard when carrying a feather or tuft of wool. It some-
times, though not so frequently, builds in the common Seoteh
fir. Tts nest is then also placed in a horizontal Lranch, and at
a considerable height from the ground. The siskin breeds early !
—a nest with five eggs was taken near Inverness on 10tk April.

April 26.—In the woods near Lochnabo we found two sis-
kins' nests with young ones well fledged. Though so wary when at
liberty and taking care of its nest, no bird is more familiar and
tame when in confinement. A person in Elgin shewed mo a
nest with four young ones, which he had taken the day before
from a Seotch fir tree.  In the same cage he had the two old -
birds belonging to the nest ; these he had taken with bird-lime. y'
The female at once commenced feeding her young while in the
eage, and the male in a day or two followed her example ; so
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that between them they reared their family with ns much care,
and with apparently oz much pleasure, gz if they had still been
Cin the woods.  An old siskin, in a fow days after being canght
,i\wili eat ont of the hand of its master, and very soon scems to
form a kind of acquaintance and attachment to those who
feed it,  The nest is smaller and neater than that of a green-
finch, The egos are white, tinged with blue snd spotted with
brown, very much resembling those of the eanary.  In the win-
ter the sisking come in large flocks, feeding on the seeds of he
alder and birch, and also on the thisile seeds, and those of
many other weeds,  The male has the crown of the lead and
throat black ; the rest of the plumage is prettily marked with
greenish gray awd yellow ; the rump is yellow, and the tail fea-
% thers have a wide yvellow band near the base, excepl the centre
)&mﬂacrﬂ, which are black; it iz mmech forked, The female,
though far less bright, is prettily mwked with longitudinal
spots on each feather of the upper parts and of the breast. Tt
is o cheerful, restless little bird. Its song, though not varied or
rich, is pleasing. In the spring it frequently utlers a long
harsh ery like the noize of a file, )

April 20 (1847)—In the firwood beyond Kinloss we found
the nest of the long-eared owl ((Wus ealgaris), with one young
bird above half grown, with the brightest yellow eyes. There
was a rotten egr in the nest. The owl had apparently talken

. possession of an old erow's nest o the top of a tall Scotch fir-
tree in an open place of the wood. This owl is ong of the most
common that we have, and inhabits most of the fir woods in this
part of the eountry. The upper parts are beantifully marked
with different shades of brown and white. The lower parts
have a yellow tinge with longitudinal streaks. It is easily dis-

t tinguished from any other of our owls by its long ears or hors
which are of a dark or black colour edged with white, and by
its peculiarly staring eyes of a bright orange colour. The legs
and feet are feathered down to the lalons, which ave remarkably

| hard and sharp. The egg is pure white, and more round than
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toval, The tsual food of this, and indeed of most of our vwls, con-
sists of mice, bul they also prey upon young partridges and pther
game which they happen to find lafe in the summer evening.
I have also known thiz owl commit geeat havoo in the [ﬁgt'tfll/l\
house, killing both old and young pigeons in the moonlight
wights, 1| bave scen it dash like n sparrow-hawk into n hedge
or bush to eatch the small birds roosting there,  Indeed there is
every reason to suppose that this owl is the most destroetive
speetes that we have, preying morve on bivds, and on larger kinds
of binds, than any other owl that we have,

During this month one of my zons killed, near the Loch of
Spymie, o little gull {Larus minatus), It iz one of the rarest of
onr visitors 3 indeed this is the only instance of its having been
seen in the district,  This beautiful and delicate-looking little
bird-meazured in lengih between nine and ten inchies, The \imwer
parts and the forchead are of a beautifully pure white, The tail
is also white. The back of the head and aspace behind the eyes
are of a grayish black, The upper parts of the plumage ave of a
pale ash blue, Bill and irides, brown.,  Legs, red.  Throughout
the kingdom this is a bird very rarely seen. It is supposed to
come from the cast of Europe.  In the summer the little gull
has a black head, and the breost is finged with a eream eolour
inclined to red.

.
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CHAPTER TIE FIFTLH.
WAY— Part 1.

Ix this region May is invariably ushered in by the croak of the
landrail (Otygometen erex).  Generally this bird is heard on the
Lat. I, however, the grass and wheat fields are backward, it is
not heard till the 2d or 3d, but never later than the 3d, and by
the end of the first week in May its eall is heard from every
}_p_u‘i_ch of clover. The movenents of the landrail are very peeuliar’
and amusing ; at one moment threading the clover with its
head at the ground, and looking more like a weasel than a
bird ; the next, standing perfectly ercet, and uttering its hoarse
ery with o voice of brass. 1 saw one to-day standing upright
between the legs of a cow, and erying Loldly, as if perfectly
aware that the cow was not an enemy. It is very abundant
heve during the spring and summer. Tts departure cannot be
#0 accurately known as its arrival, but it is seldom =cen after
the corn is off the ground, though a solitary bird or two is
sometimes observed late in the autumn.  During the night time,
and on isty or rainy days, its ery is incessant, both in May and
June. Though harsh and grating in the extreme, it is pleasant
to hear, as associated with spring and returning warm weatler,
It breeds very soon after its arvival. The nest is usually placed in
long grass or clover, and is slightly made of a little dry herbage,
The egzs are about eight in number, of a pale brown, with a red
tinge, and spotted with ash eolour and a darker shade of reddish
brown. The yonng, when first hatelied, are covered with black
down. Their food consists wholly of worms, slugs, and insects,
The whole of the plumage is of a rather bright reddish brown,
the belly fading inta o yellowish white, and ihe feathers of the
1
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upper part having a dark brown stripe down the ecentre. The
Lill is pale brown ; thi legs of a dull flesh colour 3 the irides
are hazel.  In the antumn the landmil is extremely fat and
of a very delicate Havour.  Before Inceding, when they firs!
arrive, they are also in good condition, but soon Leeowe dry
and lean,

Swallows, marting, swifls, and wheatears: become numerous,
The owls hoot tow very mueh, and thongh none breed very near
the house, T hear them every night in the ash-irees. I shota
brown owl to-might (May 1, 1847).  The tawny owl (Syesimn
Alweo) iz by no means vare. Itz usual abode is in some ivy-
covered wall or tree, where it lays its vound white cges, It
is marked much like the long-carcd owl, but has not the

same yellow tinge on its plumage. It is also a rounder '&L(
heavier looking bird, with shorter wings and very large head and
eyes. The latter are black. It is a remarkably noisy bird, anul
in the more solitary woods during the spring Hme its loud hoot-
ing may be heard at all hours of the day. Tt preys principally
on mice, but also on small birds, ete.  Altogether, however, I
imagine that its good deeds in the way of killing mice far out-
weigh any mischief it may do amongst young birds during the
breeding season, The tawny owl seems more sociable than any
other specics, T have known one brought up by hand frequent
my garden for several years, and then I lost it by an aceident,
and not by any inclination of the bird I{&-L‘]f to wander,

May 1 (1852).—A sparrow-hawk {:lu!ph‘fﬂ sifmits) is con-
stantly hunting the birds, and destroying them in the shrubbery.
This bird is perhaps the most eommon hawk that we have in this
county. Like others of the same family they vary much in
plumage.  When young, the upper parts are brown, whereas in
the adult bird they are of a fine dark ash colour; the lower
parts white, with eross bavs of brown in some individuals. These
bars have a very rod tinge.  The eye varies, like that of the
goskawk, from pearl colour to bright yellow inclining to orange.’
Like the goshawk, too, there is a very great difference in zize in
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the different sexes.  The sparrow-hawk attacks Loldly not only
sunall birds but house-pizeons, wood-pigeons, partridges, ole. 1t
i s extremely destructive to tamoe pigeons, henting frequently
close {o houses, It glides mpidly through the buildings, and
carries off a pigeon, thougl very mueh heavier than it=elf.  The
nest s placed on trees, and sometimes on rocks. The egss are
dirty-white, with o fow ved-brown spots.  When in the air,
oven at a considerable distanee, the spartow-lawk is easily dis-
tinguished from the kestrel or metlin by its rounded wings,
while those of the ltter bivds ave sharp pointed, having the
outside quill-feathers longer than the rest.  The sparrow-hawk
iz ot difficult to train, and the female will kill part ridges, land-
t mils, ete, with case.  Like the soslawk she is apl to perch

) when disappointed in her flight. -
; The young thrushes, blackbirds, robins, and hedge EpaTrows

will soon be hatched ; but the greenfinehes, chaffinches, ete.,
althongh their nests are nearly completed, have not yet laid any
eggs 5 the insectivorous birds being the first to build.

The hedge-sparrow (Aceentor modularis) is a common little
bird, though nowhere very numerous, Like the robin it is png-
nacious, not allowing others of the same species to inhabit its
immediate vieinity, The hedge-sparrow frequents the gardens
and hedges move than woods, and builds in low buslies and at
the bottom of a hedge.  The nest is made of moss, dried grass,
ete,, neaily lined with hair. The eggs are of o beautiful and
uniform blue. The su:-mg iz sweek, though not powerful or varied,
The food of the hedge-sparrow consists of small inseets, and it
is quite harmless in the garden, never touching the fruil.  Its
plain dark plumage is too well known to require deseription.

The redbreast (Evglhacus rubecula) and its habits are
known to all, and with all this bird has been a favourite, Tts
tameness and perfect confilence in man are its greatest pro-
tection.  Many instances oecur of the robin entering boldly
the house of rich or poor alike, ‘amd claiming iis share of
the breakfast table or such crumbs as it ean pick np, It fre-
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quently happens that the samo robin returns for soveral winters
in suceession to a house, elaiming shelter and food with the con-
fidence and familiarity of a domestie bird ; nor are these favours
over vefused, Tt iz, however, a very quarrelsome and pugnacious
bird to others of the same species, fighting desperately anil
savagely, In consequence of this quarrelsome disposition, though
very numerons and widely geatterod over the face of the country,
eacl pair of robins requires a certain domain of its own. It is
a very striking thing in this country, and one which I have often
remarked, T cannot recolleet stopping live minutes in any part
of any wood, however wild or distant, without secing a robin,
and even in the mest remote and solitary places the bird scems
as tame, and possessed of as much confidenee, as if bred and
protected in a garden. Whenever 1 stop to eat my bi‘!t*lﬂﬁ(
lunchenn, when shooting or wandering in the woods, a robin
invariably appears, and often picks up the erumbs which I fling

to it, close to my feet, or at most, waits only till T have vetired

a few paces. This shows that the robin, though nowhers

in flocks, is one of the most numerously seattered birds that

we have. Whenever the gardencr is at work, the robin is at
hand, elose to his spade or rake, to pick up the worms or
grubs which he turns up. Tts food consists of worms, insects,

ete., it also eats carrion, and I have seen it picking away at

a dead raf, a bone, or cven at a dead bird. It is very fond

of erumbs of bread, placed for it ab a window, driving away
every other bird, even the thrush or blackbird, till its own !
hunger is satisfied, or till it thinks fit to retire. The nest
is formed of moss, dead leaves, and a variety of substances,
lined with hair. It is placed in holes of walls, decayed trees,
ivy, and frequently on the ground, in nettles, coarse grass, or at
the root of a tree. The eggs are yellowish-white, (hickly
spotted with pale red. The young birds, belore their firsl
moulting, are quite unlike their parents, not having the red
breast, and being of a pale gray brown spotied all over willi
lighter spots.
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The greentineh or geeen grosheak (Fieingilln ehloris) is ono of
our commonest and certainly not the least beautitul of our binds,
It breeds everywhere, but more frequently in gardens and eulti-
vited places than in dense forests,  In winter they colleet in very
large flocks, and feed in the rick yards or stubble fields. The food
ol the greenfineh is almost wholly grain, excepling when it Lias
young, and these it feeds on grubs and eaterpillars, Indeed,
almost all grain-eating bivds rear their young on inscels amd
caterpillars, thus compensating for the grain they devour at other
times.  The greenlineh sevms partienlarly partial to wheat, lecd-
ing in great flocks on the new-sown fields. It cuts the husk off
the grain with great quickness and skill.  The nest is strongly
built of moss interwoven with twigs and fibres. 1t is lined with

) wool, feathers, ete.  The egos greenish white spotted with brown,
_ The greenfinch is casily tamed,  Tis song is monotonous buf not
unpleasant,

The chaflinch (Fringille cwlebs) also abounds everywhere.
Their nest is to be found in every kind of situation, in the Jow
hedge or the tallest tree; very frequently in the fruit trees
trained against the wall they build their exquisitely neat abode,
The nest of no bird is more beautiful. The outside is generally
covered with lichens, and the inside carefully lined with feathers,
hair, ete.  Tn a hedgerow surronnding a field where there were
gheep, I found a nest almost wholly made of wool, botl inside
and outside. Though gencrally beautifully round when placed
against o wall, the shape of the nest is made to adapt itself to
the branches of the fruit troe with great care.  In the centre of
the densest and largest fir woods the chaflineh builds as fro-
quently as in the garden or orchard; though perhaps the
favourite tree is a lichen-covered applo or pear tree, in which
case it is often dilficult to see, in consequence of being built of
the same colour as the surrounding branches. At the beginning

""‘( of winter the chaflinehes make a partial migration,  Thoy first
“eollect in lurge flocks, which scem to consist wholly of females or
birds in female plumage. Tt is certain .that during winter they
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are comparatively searve,  Agnin, inspring they reappear every-

where, uttering their lond elear nofe.  Gardeners have gene-

rally o geeat enmity to these binds, as they are very destructive ’}_K
to some secds—those of the radish, calibige, ete. AL the sape- Y
time, they fully compensate for all the misehiof done in this way |
by destroving vast quantities of inseefs and caterpillars,  The

e is a light purplish aslh-colonr streaked and elowded with brown,

The goldtineh (Fimpithe camiuctiz) is too well known to need
deseription, It is mow very rare in this district, indeed it Tos
almost entirely disappeared. A fow yems ago it was not at all
uncommon, building its beantiful lttle nest in many of the
orchards and gardens. At present T oceasionally sec a paiv or
two, but have not lately heanl of any breeding here.  The bird-
fameiers of the country atlribute iis disappearanee to some hji(
cateliors * from the south,” wlho secin to have eaught nearly all
the old birds in the district.  No bird is more easily taken by
weans of o net and eall-Lind than the goldfineh, The nest is
commonly placed in an apple or pear Lree, very similar to, though
still neater, than that of the chaffinch. The ecggs are white,
gpotted, though not thickly, with dark reddish brown. Although
nearly extinet in Morayshire, it is not uncommon on the oppu-
site coasts of Noss-shire and Sutherlandshive.  Their food is the
goed of the thistle and other similar plants.

The common linnet (Fringilla cannabiva) is spread abun-
danily over the country, breeding in furze bushes and other
dense growing shrubs, thongh more frequently in the furze than
in any other plant. Its nest is made of grass and dried fibres,
with a little moss; and lined with wool. The eggs are bluish
white, speckled with reddish brown. The linnets colleet in im-
mense Aocks towards winter, sometimes covering the top of a
large tree, or wheeling in clouds over stubble fields where ground-
sel and other zeeds which they feed on abound, They are very

fond, too, of turnip seed, )/
To the common ohserver the mountain linnet (Feingilla

Aurfroatris) differs so litlle from the common linnet as not 1o
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be distinguishod oxeept by elose inspection, It is rather a
more lender bind, awd has not got the Gright carming-colooned
fovehead aml broast of the latter bind,  They are otherwise
wery similar,  The feet of the feingifle fovivosteiz ave black, In
the common linnel they are brown 3 the bill s yellow in the
former, that of the latter is blue gray, 1t breeds higher in the
country, frequenting the mountainens partz, and Tuilding in the
heather or in the small detached patehes of furze which streteh
upon the hills. The egg is similar to that of the common lnnet.
T winter they descend to the low country, collect in flocks, and
are frequently in company with the other species,

The bullfivel (Pyrehule rubicilla). This bright coloured
bird iz common in most woods, {froquenting those most where

L] . . e .
i. there are lavch trees.  I6 is o very fwumiline and tame bivd,

~

and soon forms an attachment to its feeder. It is o great
favourite amongst bird fanelers on account of its docility and
the ease with which it learns to whistle tunes. In Germany
tlie teaching of bullfinches is wuch practised, and with great
gueccss, In this couniry it is not so much attended to. In
confinement the bullfineh iz subject to fits; and il very often
undergoes great changes of plumage, becoming much marked
with black ; in some instances, indeed, 1 have seen it change
into & complete black, The nest is vather loosely made of moss,
fibres, ete. ; the eoos are of a dingy blue-whike, marked with dark
spots, principally at the larger end.  The hen bullfinch sits very
close, sometimes even allowing herself to be lilted off her eggs,
and immediately returning to them.

I have seen the hawfineh or grosheak (Cuccotliraustes vul-
garis) on the opposite coast of Sutherlandshire, but have not seen
it in Momyshire, A bird was deseribed to me as having Leen
gecn near Forves which I have little doubt was the hawfineh,

May 3.—We catch plenty of frout from two pounds down-
wards, The week before Inst we killed nine gray geese, but nonp
since, though a fow are still left.  The geese generally leave us
about the 3d or 4th May, bat from the quantity of snow on the
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_ hills thiz season [1847] they shounld naturally remain longer,
The gray lag-goose (Auser ferus), though © hear that within the
memory of many now alive it was o very common bird, 13 now
seldom seen in this county. In the early parl of the winter L
have occasionally ghot them feeding in the swamps ; but their
visits =eem quite uncertoin aund ireegular.  To my surprise 1
found this species of gooso breeding in considerable numbers in
the islands and about the shoves of zome of the Suiberland
lakes. I say, o my surprise, as 1 Lad always been told that the
goose which bred in those places was the bean-goose. They
lay from five to seven egos and place their nests, which are
exactly similar, though, of course, on a larger scale to that of a
wild duck, either in the rauk heather, or in any other long
herbage ; some that T found were imbedded in the wild garlie ;
which often elothes the small islands of the lakes with its hrigﬁ"\
and beantiful green.  They breed carly in the year. The dwser
Jurie appears to me to be more inclined to graze on the short grass
and other herbs than to scel out the corn-ficlds like the bem-
goose. Thera scems no doubd of the gray lag-goose being the
original of our tame bird. They are exactly similar, bearing
the same proportion to the farm-yard goose as the mallard does .
to the tame duck, and breeding also with the tame goose ; not
rarcly, but without the least shyness or hesitation, and the young
produced breed freely, and are seaveely distinguishable from their
parents, perhaps rather larger than the wild, and rather smaller
than the tame birds. The bill of this bird is yellow, and the
feet flesh-eoloured.

When the season is late the fish are also late in faking the
fly. The natural fly does not come to maturity this year ns
early as usual, in consequence of the herbage not having come
up; and the want of flics on the water Jkeeps the fish from
coming into the streams and pools of the river, where the

angler expects them.
There is much snow on the Monaghleahd mountaing this ,}‘f
vear {1847} ; and in consequence of this melting gradually, from
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the hieat of the noon-day sun, the water rises at a corfain hour
daily ; here, at Dulsiv® the rise takes place about three or four

/l\:'u the worning,  Havine visen {for an hoor or two, it again falls
o its usual lovel,

May & (1852).—1 looked for the nest of the peregrine to-day
in the clifts Between Burghhemd and Lossicmouth, and found
that it is placed notas nanal on a ledge of roel, but quite within
a small hole, in a place apparently more suited for a jackdaw to
build in.  Below the nest at the foob of the elilf we found a
drake teal parily eaten, bub quite fresh, The luleon must have
carried it about three miles,  These clifls are fine bold rocks
looking over the sea, with lovely green litkle nooks covered with
primeoses and blue Tiyaeinths,  When the birds were disturbed

' they flew straight out to sca till they looked like specks, and
hen suddenly reappeaving they alighted on the rocks,

May G6.—The salmon-fry begin to appear.

May 7.—T observe a flock of bean geeserin the bay, probably
thedast I zhall seo this year, as it is {ime for them to be nesting
in the far north. On this day, also, the spoited fly-catcher
{ Muscicapa grizola) appeared in the garden, where it builds every

v year in cne of the apricat trees (in 1847 I saw it for the first
time on the 13th), This Tively little bird is a very regular
visitor to this part of the country, though not one of the earliest,
Indeed, it does not afrive until the 8th or 10th of May. Cer-
tain portions of the garden-wall and certain trees are taken
possession of year after year. In my garden at Elgin ot least
gix pairs breed.  The nest iz covered ontwardly with spider-wels
and other substances, which make it go much the eolour of the
old stone wall that it is very dillicult to see. It is very smnll
too, being only the scction of a circle, the wall forming one side
of the pest. It sometimes spreads its nest ont to adapt its
shape to the branches of the trees or angles of the wall. The

* & rocky gorge where General Wade's road crosses the Findhorn by a
pieturesque Bridge. 8t John often went there to fish and to seek nests of
the crosshill, ete.—En.
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old binds are very tane and foniliar, apparently quite aware of
their safety. They sit on some Hlower stalk or convenignt
branch, darting ol overy winute after the passing insects, ;,-L
have obseeved one peenliavity in this ly-eateher,  1F disturbo

off their eggs they return almost immediately, not appearing to

be frightened away for a long time like most other binds, Tt
leaves us carly in Septembor.  The spotted fly-cateher is of pale
brown above, slightly spotted with a darker colour, and white
below. The egeis bluish white, elosely spotied all over with a
rusky red.

May 8.—1 have to-day seen the redstart (Rueficille plowi-
e} in Dulsic Woods, near the Findhorn, This bird is o rare
visitor, though breeding occasionally in favourite spols in the
district.  As far as 1 can observe and ascerlain, it arrives here J
duting the first week in May, The bied T saw on the Stk wad
sitting on the snmmit of a fir tree pouring ont a remarkalily vich
though short song. 1t was some lime before I could discover
what bind was singing, as whenever T approached it elided down
and flew to a different tree, amain singing its soft but loud song.

Wholly inzectivorous, the fivst frosts of antumn deprive the
vedatart of its food, and it therefore leaves us early, It builds
in old walls, erevices of vocks, and in holes of trees® The eog
is pale but elear blue, The threat is black, the foveliead white.
The upper part of head and back a blue gray ; breast, sides, and
tail a bright chestnut or light brownish red, feet and bill black,
The female iz of o mmeh more dull and zombre colour.  The
young also have little of the bright plumage of the adult male,
and are spotted with dingy white, always, however, shewing the
red tail, though of a much doller shade,

May 9 (1852)—At Spynie heard the cuckoo for the frst
time this year, The euekoo (Cuenlus conores) frequently falls
i vietim to its hawk-like appearance when on wing,  Like it, .
it is of considerable service in destroying great nunmbers of large

* For severnl years a paiv bred in the wall of the = ha-la ™ ot Craigt
croak, near Edinbiurgh. 1 dave say they do sostill —0. 1
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inseets.  As the nightjor preys on these hat fy by night, the

~ pmloo, feeding ouly during the day, keeps down the nwmber of
’L\diuru:ﬂ inscets,  Thongh the cuckoo makes no more nest. than
the nightjar, she af any rate takes earo to provide her egzs with

a nest amd fostor-mother. 2o drops her egg in the nost of the
Dedge-sparmow, tit-lak, or some bind ol similar habits, and
which builds near the grownd, e ogg is gmnll in proportion

to the bind. 1t is of a dull while, closely mottled with ash and
brown of different shades,  Though small as regards the size of

a euckoo, it is slightly larger than thab of the lit-lark, or other
bird in whose nest it 1= placed.  Though the eackoo only places
one egg in each nest, it is probable that she lays egus in iwo
or three different nests.  On theiv fivst arrival in Scotland they

Y appear 1o haunt the higher grounds, In the mountains of
ﬁh--ﬂmul I have frequently seen considerable numbers to-
gether, and while passing over several miles of muirlnd the
eiickoos have been in sight for several hours at a time, in small
companics of two or three.  When they come down to the
more wooded parts of the country they seem comstantly in
motion, either flying in pursuit of ench other or from tree to
tree, but always uttering their pleasant but monotonons note,
I first liear them in this immediate vicinity about the third
week of April, or sooner sometimes. One haunts my garden for

a considerable portion of the spring. The upper part of the
plumage is wholly of a pale blue ash eolour, the throat and front
of the zame.  The lower parts are white, with a slight finge of
aray, and closely barred with ash brown.  The irides are yellow.
The legs and feet are also yellow and short.  The toes are placed
two forward and two backward. The mouill lias the same
wide gape as that of the nightjar,  The young have their upper
plumage of a fine red Lrown, rather dark, barred with a paler
shade. The under parts dull white, barred with black or dark

“ ash.  The irides of the young are much darker in colour than
those of the adult bind, inclining more to red browmn  Though
«n different in colowr from the old bird, the young euckoo can
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be mistuken for no other Brtish bind,  The VOUNZ are very

tame and unconscions of danger.  Silting on a pailivg or s,

they allow themselves to bo approached withont moving, 1t is

diflicult to know exactly when the enckoo leaves this country: :
The old ones seem to disappear belive their young,  The latier i
remain 1l about the middle or end of August.

Whilst fishing in the upper part of the rviver on the Sth of
May, I aaww nunbers of eroasbills and sisking in the same beau-
tiful woods, and found two nests of the former, from one of
which the young birds could not have flown above a day, The
erosshill (Lowin curefrostea) hos some peeuliar habits not much
known to the ordinary observer, 1 have never discovered eitlher
the egos or the young birds in the nest, owing much to the
carly and also uncertain periods at which it breeds® Their g L
nests, as well as those of the siskin, are searcely cver Fﬂlﬁ‘
though both birds breed plentifully in this country.

I have seen the old birds fecding newly-flown young ones at
different times from April to August; and, Lu-day, at no great
distance from the nests, I shot young birds with the down still -
attached to the feathers; and also an old female with the evi-
dent marks on her breast of having sat upon egas very Intely.

In June T have scen the crossbills in large flocks, a great pro-
portion of which were evidently young birds; they appear, though
not exactly to migrate, to wander amuch, and to shift their
quarters from one wood to another according as they find a sup-
ply of fir cones, the seeds of which appear to form their only
food in this country. When the erop of cones is deficient in

- gy 3

= The nest and eggs were afterwards discovered by William Macdonadd
in Balnagown woods, wear Tiin, Ross-ghire, in March 1854, The nest gon-
tained fonr eges.  The parent bivds were killad af the same time. My, St
Jolim writes (Mareh 18, 1854) in triumpl to Mr. Haneock respueeting thein —

AL last T have them-zafe, four beantiful cps ke o greenfineh's,
Yonger in the shape, the nest also with the bmneh, 1 fear the ol binds
have travelled too much to skin well ; they are & green one and a ed one,
The nest is just like the one wo found, Tat moro comnpaet from not having
limd young anes to spoil its shape. 1 consider it o great victory, T have s
tame erossbill sitting by me now, eating fir cones,"—En,
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one place, they betake themselves to some other wood where
they are plontiful. When occupied in cutting off the cones,
\ thoy are sa busy that o snare on {he emd of a stick may be
drawn over their heads,  Tley appear to cub ofl and drop to the
gronnd great numbers of cones which they do not open, and
the ground is strewed with cones under the trees where the
erossbills feed.  When they find one which is full of sead
they hold it fiemly in one of their powerful feet, and dissect
it at their ease with their curiously-shaped bill.  In confine-
ment, the crosshill feeds on hemp and other seeds” They
shew a great variety in plumage; the males are in some m-
stances of great brighiness, the greatest part of their plumage
being of a bright Lrick red ; the females, brown, inclining to
aveen, and tinged with yellow on their rumps. The young ones
e much marked with longitudinal spots of a darker eolour;
the size and length of the bill also varies much, some being far
more crossed than others. The eall of the crossbill is peculiar,
and attracts the attention immediately, as being unlike that of
- any other of our small birds, While feeding and climbing
about the beanches of a larch or fir tree they ntter a genilo
chirp to each other ; sometimes, when suddenly alarmed, every -
bird in the flock is suddenly perfeetly still, clinging elose to the
branches or stem of the tree. The nést is easily distinguished
from that of any other bird ; it is fla¢, loosely built, and can be
nearly seen through ; it consists of grass and wool, bound to-
cother with tolerably large twigs of the fir tree.  The Intter
appear to have been cut off by the scisor-like bill of the old
bird for the express purpose of keeping togeiher its ill-made
nest. It is placed oh horizontal branches of the Seotch fir at
no great height from the ground, in some instanees within reach
of the hand. My deseription is taken from several nests which
T found in Dulsic woods ; the eggs are very similar lo those of
the greenfinch, but slightly larger. The crossbill appears to
require drink frequently ; in the woods which it [requents T
have often seen it fly down Lo the pools of water.

Pl -
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May 10.—During this month e oystec-catehiers retiain in
lirger flocks than ot any other time of the year, although many
ave: breeding far inlawd on the stony bavks of the Findhorn,

Spey, and other rivers, o ~.

The partridge covers its nest and eggs with perhaps greater 4
cunning than any othee bivd ; not only entirely concealing the
nest itselfy, but so disposing the surrounding prass that no ves-
tiges of its track to and fro can be seen : they commence laying
here about the 10ih of May. The landrails are about & week
Intor. *

May 11 (1852)—We heard a bird singing in the garden,
whoze nole was new to me ; on wabching, wo found it was a
blackeap (Sylria atvicapille), a very tare bind, so far to the
north. T have only on one other occasion nscertained the
presence of this bind. In the following June and part of July
T heard every day and all day, from 3 a. till 10 v, a strange
song in the shrubberies close to the house. Though T thought
I recognized the full rich song of the blackeap, I could nof
at first make sure. The bird skipped about so quickly and
quietly in the densest part of the foliage, that althougl T heard
it ab all hours close to me, it was several days before 1 could sce
it sufliciently clearly to be suve of its identity. T saw no fomale
with it, but from its singing so consiantly near the same part of
the garden, T was inelined to think that it had o mate. The
prevailing colour of the blackeap is ash colour, inclining to
olive, but it is casily distinguished Ly its black head, or rather
by the top of the head being black. In the female this port is
brown. The ez is whitish, spotted with ash eolour and brown,

May 12 (1852).—The banks of the river are now very
beautiful, the sloe, the hawthorn, the gean, the bird-cherry, and
other shrubs being in full bloom,

May 16 (1852)—T found a merlin's nest with ihiree eggs.
The old Lirds appear towateh nearit by tumsto keep ol the hiooded
eraws from their eggs, till they begin to sit.  The merlin (Hypo-f

teiorehis aesalon) is, in its adult state, very like a miniature pere-
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cepinpe, nd lins the same boblland traetable disposition. Tt is easy
to tenin, though of a delieate constitotion in confingment ; awld it
seldom if ever survives iis firdt moulting when deprived of liberty,
ta lli-__;'lli iz vory rapid and Loautiful, sl its manner of striking
it proy resenibles wholly that of the peregrine.  In a wild stale
il preys on small bivds, snipes, and even parbridges, 14 builds
no nest, placing its coos in a slight depression of the ground,
amongst the long heather which fringes the sides of some monn-
tain glen or tavine, The eggs nearly resemble, except in size,
those of the peregrine, ]}'.'ilj';_ulu.-'t'ly marked and bloteh®l with
a vich red brown,  The upper parts of the merlin are dark-blue
ash colour.  The lower parts reddish white, with longitudinal
streaks, It has the same full dak eye, charaeteristic of the
ne-winged faleons. The young have no blue colour, but are

a darkish brown above.  The merlin iz casily known from the
festrel or sparrow-hawk when on wing by its more mpid and
direet fight, resembling that of the percgrine, and by iis long-
L 8 pointed wings which reach to the extremity of the tail.  In the
days of faleonry the merlin was in great request, and was the
favourite hawk of ladies, becanse of its fine temper and also its
size, not rendering it too great o weight for o lady's wrist. 1
hiave sometimes trained the merlin to fly at small birds, such as
lurks, ete., and I know nothing of the kind more beantiful than
the flight of two merlins dn pursuib of a lark when the latter
mounts well into the nair, as it does when pursued, in rapid
circles, till nearly lost to sight, somelimes suddenly dropping to
the ground and concealing itself so quickly and completely in
the herbage as to escape the quick and keen eye of its pursuer,
who, however, generally alights af the same spol, and searches
for its prey with a keenness unequalled perhaps by that of any
other hawlk., S0 courageous is this beantiful little bird, that if
trained to do so it will Oy at ond sbrike cither grouse or black
E pame, though withont wmuch effect, T Tlave seen my tame
imerling cat worms and insects, aud this too when nob pressed by
lunzer ; =0 that T have no doubt that this sort of Tood is {re-
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quently resorfed to by most of the small hawks when lanzer
game iz diflicult to procure, 1

May 17 (1853).—Wo went to the rocks at Covesea to look for
the peregrine’s nest ; for some {imo the old birds did not shex?
and although T fired near the place at a Wue rock pigoon, the
female faleon did not leave ler nest ; but while I was there, o
peregrine (x malo) which I at once knew to be a stranger, as he
was o lnst year's bivd, and still quite brown, came in, apparently
from Ross-shire. The male peregring belonging to Covesea
immedintely appeared and attacked him, and while they were
fighting, the female came off her nest, and the two Covesea
faleons drvove the stramger apparently back to Ross-shire, a5 we
saw them going towards thal const il lost in the distance,
presently the two Covesea birds returned alone,

b
.
Though mueh killed down by gamekecpers, the peregrr )
{(Feleo peregrinus iz still by no means uncommmon, and breeds 1
regularly in different parts of this distviet; such as on the rocks
of the Findhorn River, near Altyre, and on the eliffs alove P
mentioned between Burghead and Lossiemouth, snd in other
suitable spofs. There is no handsomer or more courngeous
hawk ihan the percerine. In a reclaimed state its confidence
and boldness are wonderfully great, and when wild it does not
hesitate to attack birds far heavier and larger {han itself
The upper part of the plumage in the mature bird is a rich

slate eolour. The lower parts white, more or less barmed )
with dark-brown or black. They vary, however, very much
in the shade and depth of colour, both of the upper and under !

partz.  The throat and breast in zome bivds liave a fine eream-

3 = g i
coloured tinge.  The cere, legs, amd feet aro bright  yellow,
the feet remarkably strong and large.  Altogether, 1 know
no bird which has so firm and muscular an appearanee as this d

faleon.  The irides are dark brown, approaching to black, and
the eye is very full and prominent. The peregrine builds n:y/
nest, but lays her eggs, four in number, in some slight depress
sion in the rock or turf growing on the ¢lifl.  Year after vear
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the ssame range of roek is tenanted by o pair of perecrifies,
anid it fhey are killed the next season a fresh pair vsoally ap-
pears. 1T one is killed the survivor imwmediately finds a mate
anil eontinues the duties of inenbation or fecding the I'n'nl.m;_:
withont appavent interruption.  The young af fivst, and till
nearly full grown, are covered with thick white down.  For the
figst year llu-:r are brown above amd white below, with longi-
fidined instoad of transverse streaks.  As soon as they are able
to hunt for themselves the young are driven away by the parents,
who adwmit of no rivals within a considerablo distance,  In the
winker peregrines are scen for more numerously than at any other
time,  There are always some hunting the large marshes, such
a5 the Loch of Spynie, ete, mul they may generally be seen
ither Lunting for their prey, or perched on some free or rock
r these places, T have frequently known a peresrine appear
suddenly at partienlar spots when T am shooiing, and earry ofl a
partridge that I have Hushed, often singling out a wounded bird,
as if knowing that it would be an easy prey. The peregrine
seldom strikes a bivd on the groumd, preferring to make its swoop
y at one on the wing, and either carries it ofl' at: once or strikes it
with great force with the two hind talons, and then cither let-
ting it fall dead to the ground or catching 1t halfway in'the act
of falling. 8o strong on the wing is this bivd that a full grown
partridee appears to be ne incumbrance to its flight.  The first
thing that the hawk does on knocking down its prey, if il is not
already dead, and often even if it is s0,is to break the neck
of the victim by bending the head back. Tt then begins with
the braine, and after that eats all the most fleshy parts.  The
wild fowl on seeing the peregring approach betake themselves,
il possible, fo the water, knowing that as long as they Lkeep
to this element they are safe. T have often seen the faleon
make several swoops elose to the heads of ducks, ete., while

e swinnning, as il endeavouring to make them rise, but always

vithont suceess. She will not strike a bird too heavy to carry

] off at onee while over the water, but waits till ils prey is flying
K
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over the Tand.  The poregrine was always very much in reguest
by faleoners, owing to its cownge and generous temper and
disposition. 1t is the casiest teined of any lawk, amd it
appears not ouly to be sociable and fond of company, bub alsgs
to be capable of considerable attachment to its master, It
regularly fed it may be allowed full liberty, scldom leaving ita
home or attacking the poultry, except when driven to it hy

hunger, The eggs of the peregrine are marked all over with
rich red-brown spots, and are more round than oval.  There is
considerable difference ns to plomage and size in different indi-
viduals, and though the female is larger than the male, a5 in all
hawks, the difference in this respect is not so great as in the gos-
hawk or sparrow-hawlk. The female when trained is supposed
to be not only stronger but of a fiercer and more eourageois
disposition. )

May 17 (1847).—T do not understand why the oyster-catehers
remain in laroe flocks about the shove, as 1 suppose they nmst
now be laying. In fishing to-day I caught a martin, which
dashed at the artificial fly,

Everywhere on the lakes are broods of young wild ducks,
either swimming in close order behind their wothers, or all
huddled together in a heap on some litile island or projecting
point of land.

As we were out driving the other day, a teal came’ fluttering
out of the dry ditch by the roadside, and for above a hundred
yards continued flying and running almost under the horse’s
feet. T found that she had a number of young ones unable to
get over the wall, so we helped them into the adjeining wood.
They were a long distance®from the water, and had very rough
ground to pass over to reach it. I remember exactly a similar
eircumstance happening to me in Ross-shire, when also T saved
the lives of n young brood of teal by lending them a helping
hand. Theso insianees prove that, notwithstanding the instinet
of birds, which generally enables them to keep their young out
of harm's way, they oceasionally get them into a sitnation not
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anly of difficulty, but where any dog or mischievous boy coming
{ along might |l1~.<1|:n:1:|.' the whola brood,

At every ebb tide now, the terns fish with great Perseveranes

Fthe samdecls, on which they almost entively feed,
montlh, of May this year (1847) appears to have quito
changed its character; instead of being warm and gendal, we
hiive nothing but cold and cutling east winds ; and the moun-
tains have lost but very littlo of their winter covering of snow
indeed, on the higher inland mountaing their white dresses
extemd down very nearly as low ns in the winter. But not-
| withstanding the bad weather there is much to amuse and
mterest one in the sheltered parts of the low country. Every
, plant and flower is bursting into beauty, in spite of the cold
i \_ blasts; and the small binds ave in full activity, and seem at the
" heidat of their happiness. Tt is also a constant source of amuse-
ment to us to watch the various ways of building, and the dif-
[ ferent nests of the small birds. TFach nest Tias its own character,
and ecach bird its own place of concealment.  The little willow
; wren (Sylvia frechilus) forms one of the most inleresting nests,
whicl it places either under a buzh in the flower-sarden, or
in a rough grass-field, where it forms a kind of dome-shaped
nest, made to assimilate completely with the surface of The sur-

rounding ground,

This diminutive visitor is very abundant. It arrives here
about the 20th of April, and soon afterwards is heard in every
wood  and ;___r.'u'llleu uttering its loud SO0, in ‘ﬁ'llifh, however,
there is no variety, as it incessantly repeats the same strain
during the wholf day. It is, however, a lively, merry little
bird, eonstantly in motion and constantly singing, and always
associated in my mind with the first return of spring. Like

many other migratory birds it is very regular in its attachment
to partienlar places, and T have known it build its nest for
several years in suecession under the same shrub. o ITis nest is

rge and covered over, Tt is warmly lined with feathers, ete,
e hird secms to have a parlicnlar liking for white feathers,
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Th eggs are white, vowmd, and marked with numerons spots-of
a chestnut eolour,  The willow wren s of a pale greenish brown !

ahove, tinged with yellow, The lower purts are white; also

inelining 1o yellow. There is much differenee in the shading &
these birds, some being far wore yellow than others, T8
light brown, also inclining to yellow,  There is a distinct streak
of vellow, or yellowish-white, over each eye.

The common ween { Proglodytes parenfis), too, is very effoice
atn] eareful in the stractuve of her nest, and sometimes builds
in the most singular situations. T saw one this year which was
built in & eactus, that bung from the roof of a greenhouse.
Every time the little bind wished to add a leaf, or a piece of
moss, she had (o squeese and twist hersell’ in through o small
hole left for the entranee of a vine stem,  Her persevericd /

and determination were extraordinary ; for in spite of all &

culties she monaged to form an immense nest in this aularly
chosen and picturesque abode. 1 is difficult to imagine what
could have put it intv her head to come into the greenhouse
abt all, and through so awkward an entrance, surrounded,
too, a5 she was by places far more suitable ond easy of
RCCRER.
Liké" the robin, this bird is very gemerally spread over the
eountry, both in the vicinity of houses and in the solitary woods ;
and even on the hill-side, when grouse-shooting, the wren fre-
quently rises closo to my feet, chattering noisily enough for a
bird six times its size.  When waiting in o pass in the woods, .
the sporisman is often startled by the angry clamorous ery of
this little bird as, perched on a branch elose L0™lis head, il jerks
its tail rapidly up and down, and scems to scold furionsly at the
intrnder. I often find the nest of the wren in the midst of
the woods, placed in o fic tree, furze bush, or in the eleft of o
rock, sometimes on the ground.  In the woods the nest iz formed ;
of green moss, lined with feathers, hair, ete.  In the gordens,
where it breeds very frequently and numerously, and where the
nest is more exposed to observation, the wren' forme her nest o
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wvariely of substanees, adapling thew so completely io the sur-
rounding oljects that it is often very diflicult to distingnish it
even when poinded out. 1 know of no bind &0 very cunning
a8 the wreen o this respeet,  She nol only wakes her nest of
ls exnetly corresponding with the swrronnding leaves,
mialse shapes it so as to fib in and harmonise with the branelies,
g0 much so that the oulline of her nest is completely lost to

the eye, sl the whole has the appearance of o heap of leaves
or rubbish eollecled by chanee, instead of a firmly and enriously
built fabrie.  On leaving it she often disposes a dead or green
leaf before the aperture, 2o s to completely coneeal it.  Though
very apt o desert her nest before she has commenced laying
her egos, when this operation has commeneed {ew birds are loss
E likely to be frightened away by being looked at. The nest is
A warmly lined with feathers, pieces of thread, hair, worsted, cle.

The cggs are white, slightly spotted with red, and are six or

i

eight in number—somelimes as many as nine or ten are laid.
Though the nest is so large in proportion to the size of the bird,
it 13 very quickly built. T observed a very eurious thing with
rezand to a wren in the spring of 1852, A wren had built and
hatched hier eggs in a nest placed in a narrow Lole in a wall,
If seemed to me that as her young ones becamo full gréwn the
nest would be rather small for them, The old birds beeame
aware of this, and built n lorwe nest in o tree opposite the first
nest, and as soon as the youne onds were able to fly at oll, they
betook themselves to the newly-built abode, which was laroer
than usoal, and not lined. For some little time afterwards
whenever there was a heavy shower, and these happened to be
rather frequent, the whole brood, cight in number, took refuge
in the new nest,  They alzo roosted in it every night for a short
time. The food of the wren consists wholly of inseels and
small eaterpillarz, which it eollects under dead leaves, cle.

Max 18 (1853).—Shot a female badger carly in the morning
4z oshe was returning to her hole. She lookeds as if with

oung, but on disseeting her we found that she waz chm-
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pletely gorged with young rooks, probably picked up undor
a rookery.®

May 19.—Rennie brought home another owl's egp from a
rablit hole in the woods behind Woodside,  The last which
brought was on the 2d April.

May 19 (18561)—This morming at 3 a v I waz ab Spynie
for the eges of two birds which are very rare, the shoveller duek
and the Little water mil, and was fortunate enough, with the
help of my refriever, to lind a nest of each,  They bweed very ™
rarely in this country,

Alay 23 (1847).—The landeails have already several eggs, as
have the lesser willow wren, and other late coming birds,

I have often observed that the black-headed gull eats a great
deal of corn in the newly-sown fields ; and I now find that the
lesser black-backed gull (Lerus fuscus) does the same, as T8hof
one which had a handful of corn (oats and barley) in its crop,
mixed up with worms, grubs, ete. This bird resembles the
greater black-backed gull in plumage, but is considerably smaller,
and the feet are of a more yellow shade. It is more numerous.
On zome islands on the lochs of Sutherland I have seen huu-
dreds breeding close to cach ofher. The nest iz placed on the
dry ground and consists of rushes and grass. It feeds on almost
any animal substance, including carrion.

[Mr. 8t. John was in Sutherland for a fow days in May.]

* On the same day of this month I saw for the st thne & woodeock
carrying ler young,  (See deseription of woodesck—August.)—En,
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NA Y —Lare If.

. May 23 (1848)—My peregrinations in Sutberland were most
amusing. 1 started from Bonar Bridge in a light boat on wheels,
deawn by my old gmy pony. We went wid Oykel; Tnehna-
damph, Scourie, Durness, Aulinoharrow, aud back to Donar,
thiwongh a most wild and extraordinary country ; launching our
boat Lere and there, sometimes deagging it over the hills where
sorse could not go, in owder to get at nests of the osprey, black
throated diver, amd wild
already robbed by the she
We, however, procured six engles’ eggs, besides peregrine fuleon's,
A shepherd told us of an osprey's nest, or, as he called it, an

fizher,” on an island in o loch near Seourie. We started

popse.  The eagles’ nests had been

crds, who have found cut their value,

oy

at daylicht over bog and rock, dmgging our boat with us, and

on reaching the loeh I was delighted beyond expression at see-
ing the two ospreys, one of them on tho nest, and the other
soaring above, uttering cries of alarm at our approach.

The nest was placed in a most eurious situation.  About
hundred and fifty yards from the shore there rose from the deep
water a solitary rock aboub ten feeb high, shaped like a broken
sugar-loaf, or truncated cone ; on the summit of this was the
nest—a pile of sticks of very great depth, evidently the accumu-
lation of many breeding seasons, as the osprey returns year after
year to the siome nest,  How this heap of sticks withstood the
winter gales without being blown at onee into the water, puzzled
me. In a creviee of the roek was a small taft or two of green,
otherwise it was perfectly bare and steep,

We launched our little bark, and were soon pulling strongly
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Iigilill?}: i ]I'f.'l.\l. wind across l:|“_' lach., The female LBy allowisd
us to -.l'|:1|11'-':h'|: within two hundyed I'|.'.'I|'I.'|.‘i or so, amd then leay-
ing her nest, sailed upwands with o eiveling Qight, till she joined
her mate high above us,

Having reached the rock, and with somoe diflieulty asce
to the nest, our disappointment may be imagined when we foun
it empty, From the old bivd having remained on the nest so
lomg, we had made sure of finding eogs in it, The nest itzelf, how-
ever, was interesting to me, perched as it was on the very suminit
of the rock, and composed of Lirge sticks, every one of which must
have been a heavy burden for a bird of the size of the OEITLY.
In the eentre of the pilo of sticks was a cup-shaped Lollow, the
size of a Dboy's eap, lined with moss ond dead grass, and
apparently quite ready to receive eggs. 1t was of no use lament-
ing, =0 we turned our boat towards the landing-place, and drif
back quickly and in silence. Some hooded crows, perceiving
that both the ospreys were off their nest, immediately made a
dash towards it, and I was much smused at seeing the skivmisl-

ing between these mischievous and eunning marauders and the
two ospreys ; the latter fighting simply pro aris ef foeis, having
ne eggs or young to defend ; while the crows fought lustily in
the hope only of finding something in the nest, caleulating pro-
bably, as we lad done, that the ospreys had not been sitting
in an cwipty nest.

Our landlord at Seouric having told us that he had Lieard
that the esprey was building on an island in a' loch about a mile
from our road, we left the horse and boat under charge of a
bare-legzed and bare-headed boy, at the place he mentioned (a
small bridge about three miles from Seouric), and went to a
point of rock, from which we could command a view of the loch
in question.  Through a glass we immediately discovered the
nest of the osprey, built in exacily a similar situation to the ‘
last ; that is, on the summit of a rock about cight feet high,
zhaped like a truncated cone, aud standing exposed and alone in
the Toch.” On coming nearer, we conld distinguish {he white
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head of the female osproy on the nest,  @he male Lind was not
in view. It was determined that 1 should vewain coneealed

& pear the loch, while my two companions went for the boat,
This plan was J!I'-].Up!m] for the double reason that 1 might be at
hatd to shoot any hooded crow who might attempt to take the
eges while the ssprey was off, she having left the nest on our
approach, and also that I might have a chance of shooting the
old osprey herself in ease she come within shot. 1 must say
that I would rather she had eseaped this fate ; but as her skin
was wanted, T agreed {o try to kill Lier,

For some time after the 1!L']'lul‘|.!|l'e af Ty [:.;Jlu'pd_:uiqlt]:'. she flew
round and round at a great height, oceasionally drifiing away
with the high wind, and then returning to the loch.  She passed
two or three times not very far from me before I shot at her,

ufal last T fired, and the poor bird, after wheeling blindly
about for a few moments, fell far to leeward of me, and down
in the most precipitous and rocky part of the mountain, quite
dead, Bhe was scarcely down behind the cliffs when I heard
the ery of an osprey in quite a different direction, and on
looking that way I saw the male bird flying up from a great
distance.  As he came nearer, I could distinguish plainly with
my glass that he was carrying a fish in his claws,  On approach-
ing he redoubled his cries, probably expecting the well-known
answer, or signal of gratitude, from his mate ; but not hearing
her, he flew on Lill e came immediately over the nest. T eould
plainly see him furning his head to 'the right and lefi, as if
looking for her, and as i in astonishment at her unwonted
absence. He came lower and lower still, holding the fish in his
feet, which were stretched ont at full length from his body.
Not secing his partner, he again ascended and flew o the other
end of the lake, the rocks echoing his shrill ery.  The poor bird,
after making one or two circuits of the lake, then flew away far
out of sight, still keeping possession of the fish. He probably
vent to look for the female at somé known and frequented haunt,
he flew rapidly off in a direct line. He soon, however, came
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over the lake again, amdl continued Lis Might to and fro and his
loudreries for above au howr, still keeping the fish ready for his
mate. I at length heand the voices ol my friends, and we Hm“rl\_,_i\
lannched tho boat,  The osprey beeame much agitaled as we
neared the rock where the nest waos, and deopped the fish e
held into the water. W found two beantiful eggs in the nest,
of a voundish shape ; the colour white, with nuwmerous spots
and marks of a fine vieh red brown, . Aswe came away, we still
vbserved the male bivd unceasingly ealling and secking for his
hew. I was really sorry that 1 had shot her,

The osprey l:'f:ri.l.'nr.l"_.'.'f fflrlrn'luurll.'-'} also brecds in the forest
of Glenmore. T have also frequently seen it flying over the
lower part of the Findhorn and also hovering over the Loch
of Bpynia and in other places, Its flight and actions aro
peculiarly graceful and interesting. When unmnolested, e os-
prey builds in the sune place for many years, adding only to the
ol nest.  This is placed cither on the highest part of some old
ruin, on the peak of some rock which stands out from the water -
in a lonely highland loch, or, rarely, on the very summit of an
old tree, The egos are three in number ; the ground of a cream
colonr thickly spotted and blotched with a beautiful mixture of
chestnut and cinnamon colour.  The young ones arc covered with
a eoarse dark coloured kind of hair at first, instead of the soft
white down which protects from the cold the young of the pere-
grine falcon and other hawks. I have seen the male sitting on
the egzs, though usually he appears £ assist the female more by
bringing her fish than by taking his share of hatching. Their
manner of fishing is very interesting, hovering as a kestrel does
over a4 mouse, the osprey seems to be wmotionless in the air il
the prey is at exacily the right angle from her. Then dropping
like a stome into the water, she seldom reappears withont the
fish in her powerlul talons, Sometimes the osprey disappears
completely under the water for a moment, at others she seems
to cateh the fish nearly on the surface.  They appear to fishove
often at a considerable distance from the nest, as I have s
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the male bivd coming at an immense héfght with a fsh in his
clawe, and evidently from o distanco of some miles, to fead his
mate while sitting on her nest placed in the centre of some in-
land loch.  The upper parb of tho osprey's plumage is of a rich
brown ; the lower parls mostly white ; the feet are of a gray-
r blue, short, but very rough, and thus well adapted for holding
their slippery prey ; the evown of the Liead is white, with brown
spotsy the irides are yellow, and the cere is blue ; the outer toe
is turnéd rather backwards, or at a right angle to the eentre toe,
thus enabling it to grasp more firmly ; the wings have a Jonger
streteh, in proportion to the size of the Linl, than those of the

cagle,
May 26 (1847)—The fishermen at Nairn found a very fine
sy, omorthern diver (Colymbius glacialis) drowned in the stake nels
_/‘b;.:i.q'ﬂnr' salmon.  They tell me that it is not a solitary instance,
s every year they et one or fwo ab this season, It is not at
all uncommon along the sea-const dwring the winter, and more
cspecially towards the spring. I have seen it, indeed, during
most months of the year.  Its manner of fishing is peculiar, As
the fide comes in, the northern diver comes with it, fishing clozn
io the edge of the water along the rocks, or even close to the
sandy beach. I know no other bird of the kind which hunts
so near the land. By waiting for it at some projecting point of
rock, it is easily shot.  The food of this and other birds of the same
kind does not so much consist of fish as of other small aquatic
animals ; sea slugs, small arabs, cte., cte,, form its principal prey.
When alarmed, it seldom takes wing, but dives out to n consider-
able distance, and with erect neck inspects the threatoned or
snzpected danger. When once at a good leight, however, its
flight is strong and rapid.  Although I have seen the northern
diver on the eoast during the breeding season, and I have also
seen il accompanied by a young one, evidently o very fow days
“old, I never could find the ezz or hear of it being found. I
lave, however, little doubit that it breeds on some of the most
wrtherly and solitary parts of the island. This bird, owing to
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its habit of fishing along the shore, is not unfrequently on-
tamgled in the salmon nels, where it is generally drownid, 1t is
a large heavy bied ; the one L saw to-day we irhed about ]'i’l\
]IJUHJIIJ.-:_. but it is sometimes o poand heavier. The head '*"_'.“J
neck ave black, with purple shades ; on the neck are two broad
bands of white marked with dark spots ; the upper plumage of
the whole birnd is black, with small round white spots ; ihe lower
parts are white. The bill is strong and sharp pointed, eolour
black, feet of a dingy brown, The membranes ave lighter than
the toes. The eeer is lorge and of an oval shape. Their colour
is a dirty green marked with dark brown. The fomale is not
20 bright in her plumage as the wale. The young birds, as far
as | can learn, take three years bo come to malurity, during which 5
time the plumage gradually changes from a dingy HIEMEM
ash eolour and brown to the beautiful markings of the adult. ™,
The voung in the downy state are beautifully marked in zig-zags
of black, ash colour, and white,
May 28 (1847).—Walked to-day to Lochlee ; saw the large -
nests made by the coots and dabehicks. The coob (Fulica
afra) is 1o be found on every tolerably large piece of water or
marsh. It forms a very lavge nest amongst the rushes, made of
grasses and water plants.  So strong are these nests ihat T have
stood upon one without its giving way. I onee saw-one on the
loch which the bird had fastened to a floaling free that had
gronnded in a shallow, but which, having again gob adrifiy
owing toa rize in the loch, had been driven by the wind uniil -
it stuck fast close to the shore, whera the old hind was still at
work., Omne bird seems to remain in the nest while ifs mate
brings it rushes, which the stationary bird disposes of by adding
them to the already large structure, till it seems sufficiently high
abovae the water, and solid enough to rvesist wind and weather.
The eges are from eight to ten in number, of a pale bulf eolour,
studdded with small spots of reddish brown. The young are
liatched about the 10th of May, and immediately take to the
water, swimming round the old birds, who attend them with grea
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eare, pulling up the small water plants, b, on which the youngs
ones seem to feed,  The eool is said Lo be good eating when pro

perly dressed, and s in somoe vequest for the table in the south

wf Eogland, where the punt-shooters are vory fond of gelting a
shot at coots, ns they sl very close to each other and Ligh from
the wud, alonding o better chanes than moest otler wild-fowl,
They are very diflienlt to eately, howover, if woundel, s |i|.-_1,r
dive strangly, and on coming up again they viise only as much
of their bill above waler as enables them to breathe: in this
way L'!LH“H:_: the best “':ItL'l'-IL.I_:..[. Wath their |,:|_|_|'jl|||;_<[}'.j'.;.]-|]||-.1
fect and claws 1|1L-3.' give o very severs seratch or cut if taken
hold of cavelessly,  The cool is a very tame bird, and from itz
¢ constant activity and familiarity is a great ornament to a piece
':'.11.' water. They feed on grasz and water plants, but will eat
corn and any food which is given to fowls without hesitation.
The young are covered with black hairy down excepling about
the head, which is nearly naked and of a bright orange colour,
giving the httle bird a very sivgular appearnnce, Tliere aro
feathers both on the wing and below the iail of a coot very use-
ful in fly-dressing. I have found the old coots in the month of
July quite unable to fly, having lost the whole of their quill
feathers in woulting, like the mallard and teal,

The golden-crested wren (Regulus eristafus) remains with us
during the whole yvear in considerable pumbers. It breeds
very commonly in all the woods, particularly where there ag
“Bpruce fir trees, as it is foud of building its nest on one of the

hiorizontal branches of this tree, from the lower side of which
it 13 hung, The nest is covered at the top, aud built most
artistically of moss and lichens lined with small feathers and
goft hair and down. The eges are from six to eight in num-
ber, very small, of a dingy white, very slightly spotted with
o dull yellowish brown, The golden-crested wren iz the most
(restless litlle bind that I know, constantly in molion, flitting
n tree to free and from brneh to branch in search of the
inute inseets which form its food., Thwring the -winter the
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tic woods seem to swarm with these binls, in company with

dillerent kinds of titmice, ote., who all pass in o constant stream

throngh the wools, senvching every trew sz they travel om-

wanls,
Whenever 1 sit down or remain quiet in o wood these binds

appear lying from branch to branch, frequently eoming within

a few feet or less of my head, go intent ave they on their hunting,

keeping up o constant twittor or call to each other as if Lo avoid

losing their eompany. In the garden, too, a stream of thess

small binds leequently seems o pass over, hunting from one end

of*the place to the other, and then going on in a slvaight line,

Though so small and delicate a looking bivd, T never observed

thom to look distressed in severe weather, It seems that they

do oeensionally migrate, as a captain of a ship has told me that

great mmmbers of the golden-erested wren have pitched on his ™

ship while af sea, so fatigned that they could be easily taken by

tha hand. There i58 no doubt that these and all insect-cating

birds must be of the greatest serviee to mankind, as the thou. &

sands that we see of them live entively on insects and the egzgs
of insects, which they search for and find where we could never
destroy them ; nnd which insects, if not kept under by the im-
mense numbers of their feathered devourers, would so inérease
and multiply that our crops and fruits could never come to
maturity. The golden-crested wren is ecasily known by its
'|_¢|'1';,:]|1, erest of yellow orange colour, and by its very diminutive
gize. I never distinetly ascortained tho presence of the Regulus
tqnicagillus, or fire-crested wren, in this eountry. It apprars
ta be very slightly larger than the Requles crisfafus, and is
known by the ercst being a deep fire colour edged with black.
Very probably, however, they accompany the large focks of the
golden-crested wren.  There is also another variety, or distinet
species, very much resembling the golden-erested wren, whicl it
only differs from in having no yellow crest at all. The only

speeimen which T ever saw was in the possession of My, Han
cock of Newcastle, and is by that gentleman appropriatel
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named  Hegulus modeatus s ils plumage being modestly simple
¢ with no bright colour,

The common honse-sparvow (Passer domesticns) abounds as
eugh hiere a5 in most parts of the kingdom, and zeems possessed
of the same port impudence and fomiliarity as elsewhero, It
builds in holes of walls, uuder wols of houses, and ofton in
trees.  In the latter instances the nest is a large loose-looking,
bt strong edifiee, built oubwardly of straw and hay, and lined
with a great profusion of featliers, hair, bits of rag, and every
sort ol soft waterial which comes in its way, The eggs are
bluish white, thickly spotted with grayish black, but are very
different in diffovent nests both as to iz and eolowr, The spar-

y Tow is never seen to build far from human habitation. Thouglh
destructive to grain, and particularly to the first fields of wheat
%h become ripe, the sparrow destroys immense quantities of
caterpillars and grubs during the breeding season.  In towns
the sparrow acquires a dirty, sooty, and often ragged appearance,
but in the country it is a far more beautiful bird than is gene-
rally suppozed ; owing to its being so connuon it is not noticed,
though a male sparrow is as richly coloured and finely marked a
bird s we have.

The tree-sparrow (Passer montanus) secms badly named,
as its nest is almost invariably, as far as I have ever heard quite
w0, placed in holes of old walls and similar places. Near
Elrin, in Moray, this bird is by no means uncommon. In my
canden, as 1 have said, several pairs breed every year always in
the holes of an old wall, and at some depth within the stones
Though much rezembling the house-sparrow at a distance, it is
easily distinguished, both by its different note and by its smaller
size. The erown of the head and back of the neck is of a rather
bright chestnut brown ; the throat is black, cheeks white, a black
spot behind the eye ; the breast and lower parts dingy white ;
the upper parts a rich red brown ; the middle of each feather of

% darker colour ; the tail is of a red brown, though not bright ;

4

quill feathers nearly black, edzed with brown ; bill black ; Teet
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light brown ; on the winga are two whitobands  The plomage
of the female differs Tt little from that of the wale 5 the black
is le=z strongly marked, but otherwize there i3 far Jess llllli'n'lrlit;i\
boetween the sexes than there is in most other small birds
Though tolerably common near Elging it is nowhere abundant, J
and s seavcely been observed as o resident in this district ex-
cept by myself, Lot me notice one fact, though it may be the
effeet merely of ehance ; I have frequently picked up a dead iree-
sparrow with no visible wound.,  Considering how seldom other
small bivds, which are far wore numerons, are found lying dead
without some ostensible eanse, it may seem that this ]"i“I is of
aedelieate nature, or subject to some fatal disease,

May 20 (1852).—Pinls in the garden very numerous for |

a'&pot of ground so near the town—1. Wood-pigeon ; 2. Cuckoo;

3. Missel Thrush; 4, Thrush ; 5 Dlackkind ; 6. Robin; 7.
Wren ; 8 Willow Wren ; 9. Whitetlwoat; 10, Hedze Spar-
row ; 11. Longtailed Tomtit; 12. Liitle Blue Tomtit ; 13. Spar- - ]
row ; 14 Tree-Sparrow ; 15, Greenfineh ; 16. Chaflinch ; 17.

Yellow Hammer; 18, Spotted Flyentcher ; besides econstant
visitors, such az 19. Hooded Crow ; 20. Jackdaw ; 21. Siskin ;
23, Bparrow Hawk, and other Tawks; 23. Lager Titmouse ;
24. Cole Titmouse, ete., ete.  Sixleen varieties breed eonstantly,
besides the swallows, marting, swilts, about the honse, There
is scarcely a day now on which we could not procare specimens
of each of these birds within twenty yards of the house ; and,
as I =aid, the exos of sixteen of them within the garden, I

_ might also mention golden-crested wren, bullfincli, ete., which

are frequently in the garden. 1
The whitethroat (Syleda ctrrnca) comes to us early in May.

"I"huugh diffienlt to see, its presence 1% soon known by its cheer-

ful song, which it utters while gliding quickly through o hedgo

or thicket; and, indeed, sometimes 1t jerks itself with a peculia .

motion into the air singing while on wing. The upper parts of Y

the whitethrout are of a brown colour, inclining to ash; th

lower parts quite white. Tt is a slenderly-made bird ; the nest *
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is very slight, and made of dry prass, thin fibres, ete,, generally
placed in the eentre of a low hedge or thicket ; the eggs arc
l areenish white, spotied with pale brown and ash colour,

The shoveller (Spafula elypoata) is o small Lot very hand-
somely-marked duck,  Its prineipal place of vesort in this connty
15 the loeh of Spynie, where several pairs breed, and thoy
[requent it during the whole winter.  The nest is similar to that
of the common wild duck, and is placed in the ecoarse grass
which covers the marshy parts of the loch.  When on wing, the
female resembles the common duck so much that she is dis-
tinguished only by her broad bill, if near emough o sea this find
by her tail being of a lighter colour, Her flight also is mere
rapid. To a common observer, or to one not well acquainted
with wild-fowl, these dustinetions would be searcely pereeptible

)Ei'cu'en a small distence.  The male is move easily distinguished
} from his general eolour being lighter, and also from Laving light
blue marks on the wings. The bill is very eurious, both in its
ontward shape, from which the bird derives its name, and also
in the interior, which is furnished with a very deep sieve-like
row of teeth, useful to it in its manner of feeding in the mud.
The head and throat ave of a dark glossy green. The breast
white. The lower part and sides of a chestnut brown. The
wing coverts of a pale sky-blue, giving the bird a very peculiar
appearance. The irides are yellow, and the feet and legs orange
red. The female is very like a common wild-duck, as are the
young when first hatched, The latter shewing the broad bill
very slightly, if at all, .

The tufted duck (Fuligule eristata) is rare, but 1 have ocea-
sionally killed it in this county. Ii is a small round-made bird.
The upper parts are all black, or of a brown approaching to black.
The lower part of breast while. The Lead is short, and with a con-
siderable erest, which hangs to the length of nearly two inches.
Irides dark yellow; a white bar on the wing.  Bill, legs, and foet
of a dark lead colour. Tt is a lively active birdin the water, and
& very expert diver.  The tulted duck is wholly a winter visitor.

1
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The badgers in this country are seldom destroyed : at least,
there is one large tract of very wild country, the soil of which
is sandy and suitable for their digging propensities, where also
they are not often trapped. The badger, when once he has
been frightened by, or has escaped from a trap, is not ensily
canght again ; but displays a ennning ond  perseverance in
cluding all attempts ab his capture which he is not generally
supposed o possess,

T seldom declara war against these animals, not considering
them very mischievons; but some time ago, wanling one for
a friend, I set a stroug trap with bait near one of their holes.
A large badger got in, but managed to escape before [ came to
the trap. I set it again ; and the next morning, on going to it,
I saw from a tl:-:tfmca a number of hooded crows, perched in a
tree near the place, in a state of great excitement. On cobimg
up, however, instead of the badger 1 found an immense gray
cat, closely resembling o wild cat, both in eolour and ferocity,
and who flew straight at me on my approaching her. IHaving
killed her, I left her near the place, covered over with sand.
The badgers came and scratched her up, and nearly devonred
her by the next moming; so I put traps about the remains
of her body ; but they managed to spring every trap without
being caught, and for several days they escaped in the same
way. The traps were always sprung ; the badger's tracks were
all round them, and the baits invariably taken away. Ab last,
determined not to be beat, I baited my trap with an apple, as
something new and unexpected to them, and immediately eaught
what T wanted, a fine old badger,

My old keeper was sitting on a hillock about three o'clock
one morning in the beginning of May, watching quictly a few
wild-geese, which he had discovered feeding in a ficld not very
fur off, but out of shot. In this hillock was a badger's hole.
Presently he heard a grunt behind him, which he took for a pig;
and looking round he saw; standing in a clover field close fo/
him, an immensely large badger, whose object seemed to be to
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get into a hole on the hillock, to reach which he had ua alterna-
tive but to pass within a yard of the man's less.  After they

l had looked at each other for somo time in this way, the baidger
al last ubtering a most ill-natured kind of grunt, suddenly piit
his nose to the ground, and passing close to the keeper mado a
rush to the Lole, with all his hair standing straight on end, and
shewing his teeth in so determined a manner, us completely to
take away all presence of mind from the old fellow ; so much A0,
indeed, that he neither shot ot him nor obstructed his froe
entrance to the hole in any way,  He tolls me that when he has
been sitting quietly watching for geese, otters, ote., he has“not
unfrequently seen the badgers going about together in companics
of three or four. T frequently see badgers in the great wood at
Tluseardine towards evening. My derrier got into a hole where

/)Eare were some young badzers ; bui the old ones attacked Lim
and licked him eompletely ; he had a very fine eurl on his tail,
but now it hangs'down in the most dejected manner, having
been bitten nearly throngh,

May 28 (1850).—The loch (Spynie) iz full of sedgn
warblers now. I heard a most extraordinary singing in some
alders fo-day ; at one time it was like a person whisiling, at
another like a very sweet and full toned blackbird, but always
ending in a song like a sedge warbler.  After watching it some
time, we shot the bird, whicl turned out to be a whinchat. I can-
not understand its note, quite unlike any bird that T ever Leard,

The whinchat (Pratincola rubefra), though scattered widely
during the summer, is nowhere abundant. On most stony
and rough places in the district a poir is to be scen. Dub
their arrival and departure scem more irregular than those of
most similar birds. Indeed, I oceasionally see the whinchat
here during the winter. Tt has rather o plessant though not
& varied song, which it utters while perched on the top of a

"~y furze bush or other like situation, It is smaller than the
wheatear, and rather larger than the stonechat. The head of
the whinchat is black, rather thickly streaked with rusty brown.



143 WHIRCHAT AND STONECUAT. [Mav

A while conspicnons stripe runs over the eye. The ehin also is
white. The lower paris aro rust colour, glhinding off into pale
bulf on the belly.  The npper parts are variegated with brown
and rust colonr. The tail is white ot the base, and of a dingy-
Black on the rest of the feathers,  The bwo middle feathers of
{he tail, however, lave no white.  Taegs andl feet black, The
colours of the female are altogether paler and less bright than
those of the male. The nest is made of dried grass, placed
under a furze bush or other well-concealed situation.  The eggs
are pale blue, slightly spotted.

The stonechat ( Pratineola rubicola) is a smaller and shorter
bird than the whinchat. Its head and throat ave Dblack, the

A

feathers faintly edged with brown, On the side of the neck is
a white pateh. The upper parts of the bird are black. El_ﬂ_'l<

breast deep red brown, ending in yellowish white towards the
belly. Tail black, bill and legs black. The female is paler and
of a duller colour altogether. The stonechat is very common,
and seems ‘to remain during the whole winter. It is seen in
nearly every clump of furze bush higher than the rest. Tts nest
is difficult to find, being generally placed under a furze hush
and mmueh concealed. The eggs are bluish, slightly freckled.

No bird i= more interesting than the sedge warbler (Cala-
modyta phragmitis). 1 do not hear it singing till the 15ih or
16th of May ; Lut about that time it commences, and for six or
seven weeks searcely seems to leave ofl its song night or day. In
almost every clump of alders or willows, or in the long reeds of
the lochs, the little sedge warbler sings through the whole night,
Tts common note, though not loud, is rich and sweet, and it
geems to have a peculiar faculty of imitating other birds ; indeed
it is commonly called the * mocking bird" TFor some minutes
it repeats its own peculiar song, then suddenly breaks off into
some strange flourish, apparently imitating some bird which it

has heard. I one evening heard a bird singing whose voico waf‘y_.e.

quite new to me, and resembled more than any other the rie
full note of the Backbird, Though T knew the spot it was in

s
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to be froquented by o sedge warbler, it was some {lime before 1
conld eonvines mysell’ that the tiny binl which I saw swolling
out its throat and singing with all its might was the utterer of
g0 loud and rich a'song.  After some watehing, however, 1 fonnd
that this was the ease.  From its singing during the night, this
bind supplies the place of the nightingale with us,  The sedge
warbler is a short-looking bind, the tail not being so long in pro-
portion as that of other warblers, The upper parls are olive
brown, slightly spotted with darker brown, There is a con-
spicnous white streak from the base of the bill, passing above
the eye. The lower parts ave whitish, feet light or yellowish
brown. Itsnest is built in the long grass or amongst the sedges,
and is very difficult to find. The eggs are dingy white, mottled

j with light brown.
T have seen the Wryneck (Yune torquilla) in the woods of

Dulsie,  It, however, can scarcely be classed amongst the hirds
of this distriet. Tt may be distingnished by its peculinly beauti-
ful plumage of brownish colour above, striped and spotted all
over with various shades of the same colour and white. Iis
lower parts are pole ash eolour or dingy white, marked with
spots of a triangular shape. The tongue is very long and hard
at the point. It projects it beyond the mouth considerably in
catching its prey, which consists of insects. The toes are long,
and placed two before and fwo bohind,  Tts actions are similar
to those of woodpeckers, running up and down the stems of old
trees in search of inseets. T never heard of its being seen on
any other oceasion in this country. The egps are white, If
places them in holes and crevices of trees, with no nest excepling
the soft fragments of rotten wood found in such situations,

The ereeper (Certhin familiariz) is very common in all the
large woods, and this beantiful little bird may be constantly seen
, Tunning up the stems of the trees in aciveular or corkserew kind
of direction, beginning near the ground, running up and round
the tree, then flying off to another tree which it scarches for
food in the same manner. T have seen it sometimes deiach, and
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drop to the ground, a piece of bark as large-ns a person's hiand,
In the winter the ereepers accompany the large flocks of titmice
and golden-crested wrens in their perogrinations throngh the _l
woods, the latter searching the branches and twigs for inseots, ~ }
while the former searel the stoms of trees. It is a very small
bivd, not heavier than a wrem. Tho upper parts are hrown
mingled with a yellowish ghade, and a great pact of the feathers
have a round white spot in the centro; the lower parts of a
matin or silvery white. The tail is long, enrved, and forked, and
vory stiff and pointed at the end ; it nssists the bird much while
holding on to a perpendicular trunk searching for inscets, The
bill is rather long and eurved. The feet are slender and long,
but the claws are much hooked and very hard. In the breeding
geason it frequently becomes very familiar, and builds in some i
sonvenient hole or ereviee in an outhouse, sometimes in o hollow
froo. The nest is rather loosely made of different materials, hay,
straw, and fibres, and lined with feathers, efe. The egos ae
white, with a few pale spots.

One day we went for dunling’ eggs, and in less than an hour
took nineteen, thirteen red-shanks, and a lot of peewits; one red-
shank’s nest had five eggs, they were very finely spotted. The
dunlins were very numercus, I believe that we might have
taken any number we liked,

The:dunlin (Tringa alpina) breeds both in rough pastures
near the sea-coast, and also about most of the inland swamps,
lakes, etc. During the breeding season it utters a peculiar
purring noise, from which it derives the name of “purre;” and,
indeed, some authors comsider the dunlin and purre different
Lirds, instead of being the same bird in different plumage. 1n
the breeding season the erown of the head is nearly black. The
upper part of the plumage is of a reddish brown, each feather
having a black or dark stripe down the middle,  The under parts,
except the throat, which is white, are of the same rufous shade
slightly spotted, and with a band af black, more or less distinet,
on the belly or lower part of the breast. The bill is black and
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slender, the legs and feet dark brown.  In the winter the upper
parts ave of a brown ash eolour, with a spotted appearance from

& the centre of the feathurs being darker than tho edges.  The
lower parts arve white, more o less frockled and spoited, but
they vary much at different stages of their change of plomage,
They frequently eollect in large flocks both in the marshes and
on the coast, and are not very shy,  They wheel to and {ro in
close bamds, at one moment shewing all their brown backs, at
the next all their white breasts, They utter o shyill ery on fivst
rising from the ground. The nest is placed in a tuft of pross
tolerably well concealed. The ezgs ave of a pale olive colour
prettily blotehed and spotted with brown, and have a finely
polished and delicate shell, They breed later than the peewits,

>_Tu1-5'-'1-mkr-, ete.  Tdo nok find their eges till the second week in
May:  Several pairs frequently breed in the same part of o
sWamp,

Muy 28 (1852)—To-day we found the shoveller's nest, eleven
egos, in a very wet grazsy place ; the bottom of the nest quite
wei—not a great deal of down—what down there was, was very
black. The eggz are long and oval, darker than the widgeon,
but not unlike the colour, slightly tinged with green; we have
put nine of the eggs under a hen. '

May 31 (1853)—We took the four young peregrines out of
the rock at Covesea. They were about the right size for taking,
The place was full of the remains of pigeons, peewits, ring-dot-

trel, and red-shanks.
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CHAPTER TILE SEVENTIL
JUNE,

Ix Juno the trout begin to feed morvo freely, and from most
Highland streams  the sportsman may reckon on o good
basketful if the day is tolerable,  There is & kind of trout in the
Findhorn which frequent only the lower pools near the sea ;
higher up I never saw them ; the fishermen eall them * brown

lugs” In appearance they ave between a sea and a riverdrout :

they seldom exceed a pound and a half in weight, y #
One day about the 1st of June, when fishing in a elear pool

near the mouth of the river, a large trout came out from undor

the bank, and darted over wy fly without taking it. T changed

the fly, and he did tho same thing. I tried him with a dozen

different sorts, and he invariably played the same {rick, coming

ont from under the bank, dashing at the fly, then turning short

round or rolling over it. At last a miniature black midge in my

book eaught my eye, and I put it on; the moment I east this fly

over the trout he came straight at it in quite a different manner,

taking it well into his wide mouth ns if at last in emrmest,.  He

was well hooked, and then came the tug of war and the trial of

patience. The fly was literally speaking a midge, made more as r

an experiment in fly-making than for any expected use, and it

was tied on the finest gut.  The trout, on finding that instead of

catching a fly he was caught himself, immediately began to try

every device that a trout cver imagined to get rid of his tiny

enemy. Now he was down af the bottom rubbing his nose on

the gravel ; the next moment flying straight up into the air with .

the agility of a harlequin ; sometimes with forty yards of line

out, and sometimes right under my feet ; then away he went a




i

Juxe|] FLY=FISHINL. 153

“if about to run over the shallow at the end of the pool on his
{ way to the sea, but changing his mind, darled like an arrow up
i to the deepest part of the pool, aml there he lay like a stone at
ghe bottom,  After a litile waiting I pelted him out of that
mood, and beginning mysell to grow eager and desperate (more-
over, having now move confidence in wmy midge, which hal
already passed through a trial that a larger hook might not
have stood equally well), T turned his head down the stream,
and began to take the game into my own hands a litile more—
in fact to be the active instead of the passive agent.  The trout,
too, began to feel weary of the contest, and to allow himself to
be led about : at last T brought him to the edge, but just as the
landing-net was being delicately slipped under him, away he
&Eni, again, and ran the line round a broken picce of bank on
the opposite side. I am afraid something very like an impreca-
tion eseaped mo ; and if it did, I am confident that Job himself
could nok blame me, Just as T had quite given all up, the trout
most carefully and good-naturedly tumned back the way he went,
undoing the line again as neatly as possible.  After o little more
running to and fro he gave in, and this time we got him fairly
into the landing-net, when I found that he was one of the
aforesaid “ brown lugs,” weighing nearly 5lbs.—the largest trout
that I ever killed on the Findhorn, and mastered, too, with a
fly only fit for par of the smallest size.
I have frequently found that when a large trout runs in that
undecided manner st my fly, he will go in vight carnest at a
much smaller one. Salmon are more uncertain ; it has happened
to me that, even in clear water, a salinon has leaped over or re-
fused a small salmon-fly, but has taken greedily a very large-
sized one.  But this is an exception ; and my experience would
lead me, as a general rule, always to offer a fish a smaller fly
hian the one he rises shyly at ; and I believe that I should be
~(borne out in this opinion by more experienced anglers than my-
self.
June 2 (1847)—I never saw so many black-headed gulls
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eollected together as on the Loch of DBelivat, on the property of
Lethen : at one end of the loch there ave a great many rushes
amd water-plants ; these ave; literally speaking, ronn of nests,
formed of interwoven rushes, weeds, ele. 3 and on the islads jﬂ"‘“
the lake you can seareely land without putting your fuot on cggs,
which are very slichily protected by anything in the shape of
anesl.  On this island are a fow shonted and bent willows ;
every braneh and every fork of a branch where o nest can possi-
bly be placed is ocenpied : this is the only instance I ever met
with of gulls building on bushes.  The stench on the island s
so strong that I hurried off again as quickly as possible : the
day was hot, and it aetually seemod pestilontinl.  The old Lirds
looked like a shower of drifting snow over our heads, and were ¢
a3 noisy as a dozen village schools broken loose. Theve “"-'mi
numbers of young gulls recently hatched—euriously marked ™,
little tortoiseshell-coloured things, who totlered about the roshes
without the least fear of uws.  All other birds seemed to be
kept away from the lake by the oulls, excepting a few mallunds,
who were swimming about in a state of bachelorhood, their wives
and families being probably in some more quiet and solitary
pools in the neighbouring peat mosses. When the mallards
rose they were so completely puzeled and “ belothered™ by the
thousands of gulls who were darting and sereaming about them,
that they pave up attempting to fly away, and came plump
down again into the water, ;
Although the gulls may know each its own nest, it is diffi-
cult to uwnderstand how they ean recognise their young omes
amongst the thousands of little downy things which towards the
end of the hatching season are floating about upon the water,
There is another nesting-place of the black-headed gulls in the
forest of Darnaway, where they have taken possession of a small
loeh surrounded by trees.  They usnally, however, like all other
water-fowl, prefer establishing their brecding-place on a loch
situated in the open country, where they can have a good view
all around, so as to desery the approach of any enemy ; but undis-
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turbed possession and quict have induced them to remain on the

i Darnaway loch, alihough it is shmt in by trees®

XNo gul'l'v:zrivs more than the laughing or black-headed gull
(haras vidibundnsg) at different seasons and ages,  In the breed-
ing season, the head and upper part of the throat is Black, inelin-
ing to a brpwn tinge,  Tho ivides hazel, the eyelids bright ved.
The bill is dark red. The upper part of back ond wings pale
gray blue. The rest of the plumage is white. The quills are
tipped with black, The lers and fect are dark red. In the
winter they lose the black on the head, which becomes white,
with a few grayish spots.  As spring advances the black colour
gradually refurns, but this colour varies mueh in dilferent

, specimens from brown to black. There is no more elegantly-
ghaped gull than this; it has a peculinrly neat and clegant
Appearance, The young are of the same moitled brown plum-
age as most other young gulls. These gulls breed in great
nunibers on several rushy lochs of this country, such as Spynie,
ete. ete.  They congregate in immense numbers for this purpose,
building a tolerably large nest amongst the rushes. The nest
itzelf iz composed of rushes and dead gross, ete.  They lay three
egos of an olive brown, spotted with dark brown. The egps
vary much in colour, some being nearly green, others dark brown.
Like other sea gulls, these birds vary much in size and plum-
age.  The general lenagth is about sevemteen inches. They
feed principally inland, following the ploughman, and picking
up the worms and grubs which he turns up with the plough.-
I have sometimes seen them hawking over the long grass, and
about tall trees, during the summer evenings, in pursuit of
large moths, which they appear to cateh with great ease. I
have also killed this kind of gull with its crop full of the
new sown wheat and oats which they find on the fields. The
egps are very good eating, as indeed are those of all gulls and

ftﬂr-l’owl,
* This eurions forest tarn s called the Pictarnies locl, from its inhali-

carits the ** Pictarny,” ** Pickitare,” or Black-headad goil.—0C, L
-
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June 5 (1832)—Went to-day fo take the young peregrines
on the rocks near Mopeman, By letling a Loy over with a rope
we took four young birds nearly ns large as the old one, bj}l\
covered with white down ; alter coming home we fed them on
ralibit,

June 7 (1847)—Went fo Lochlee to put in a few lines
baited with small trout.  The people here say there are no fish
in the loch ; but as otters ave ofton seen there, I fancy there
must be some kind of fish,

June 8th,—1 found on my line some very large ecls of 4 and
3% Ibs, weight.  Although I frequently afterwards put in the
line, I never caught any fish excepling cels, but of these o vast
number, This proves how favourite a food of the otter cels mmf
be, as these animals appear to live eonstantly at the loch, whe
they could have found nothing else to prey upon. A h:;]&
land loch without trout is a rare thing, as they are almest in-
variably well stocked with them. We found a teal's nest with
eight egoz in a small tuft of heather standing up like an island
Jjust large enough to hold the nest, in the midst of a wet place ;
the heather was high, and the nest and eggs were entirely con-
cealed. TIf a dog had net frightened the Dird off we should
never have discovered if.  Nothing could be more neat and
warm than the nest, carefully lined as it was with beautiful
down, and arched over with heather and long orass.

June 10 (1848).—[Mr. St. John had again revisited Suther-
land.]—To-day I was at the breeding-places of the waders in
Loch Naver, near Aultnaharrow, Sutherland, and saw great
numbers of green-shank, red-shank, curlew, snipe, ele. ete,
amongst them several widgeon, The drake widgeon is peeuliady
handsome in his summer plumage ; the blackthroated diver
(or rain goose as the Highlanders call it) was not on the lake ;
but the birds which were wost interesting (and to me new)
were two red-necked phalaropes, which I watched for half afy—
hour while they fed, sometimes within a yard of my feet whero
was sitting, close to o comer of the swamp, T ugrr:r saw prot-
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tier binds, or birds with pretbier movements ; peefly is the
appropriate word.  They were swimming abont in the weedy
i water, sl sometimes rauning on the broader leaves, feeding on
" the small inscets and shells.  Most of these birds appear to
have hatehed, . I saw two golden eagles together lo-day, and
very mearly got shots at thom, they were so intent on their
pursuit, There are two nests with young eagles within view of
the inn (Tongue) here, but quite inaecessible, 1 was unable to
get up to the ptarmigan ground, as there has been constant mist
on the mountaing, which males it impossible to reach the plaee
where the birds breed,
June 11 (1848).—0n our road to Tongue 1 stopped for an
. hour or two about Loch Laighal.  Ben Laighal is a fine and
:.,piclumsqun mountain,  Towards the loch the mountain slopes
v covered with bright green herbage ; but to the north and
" test nothing can surpass the savage grandeur of its rocky pre-
cipices, Our attention was attracted by the eries of the pere-
grino faleon, and we saw the two birds flying about a high roek,
Having hailed a shepherd's boy, we learned where the nest was,
and under his guidance climbed up the mountain—and a good
steap climb it was—till we got within a fow yawds of the nest; so
near, indeed, did we reach, that with two joints of my fishing-
roil I could just touch the young birds, who were sitfing eyeing
us holdly and fearlessly on a ledge of rock where the nest was
placed.  When, however, we attempted to push them out of
the nest, they retired farther in, where they were in tolerable
security, All the time we were there the old birds flew scream-
ing over our heads, I did not think of a plan that is adopted
sometimes to capture young peregrine faleons when the nest
cannot be renched without danger. It is wvery simple, and
sueceeds with all the courageous kinds of hawks, A peraon hav-
ing reached the top of the rock immediately above the nest, ties
.2 rough blue bonnet, or some similar substance, to a bundle of
cather the size of a man’s head ; then dropping this attached
to a rope upen the nest, the young faleons, instead of Leing
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frightened, immediately abtack it, and, sticking their talons inlo
the eap, hold on courageously and determinedly till they aee
dragged up o the top of the chifl. Even then it is sometimes

necessary to cut the cap lo pieces before they will rnh:nrlma o

their hold. In this way the young birds are eaptured, without
risk to the eapturer or injury to themselves. On the present
occasion I was nob very anxious to get them, as they would
probably ouly have been destroyed in travelling,

June 12 (1848).—We reachied Rhiconnich, a tn]nrame inn,
but eertainly not so well kept as many others in Sutherland,
at eleven o'cluck, and immedintely started for a lake some
- two or three miles off, where the osprey was said to build.
The way to it was far too rocky and steop to take the hoat, so
we only took my swimming belt, as Dunbar affered to swim oufb
to the nest, if not too far from the shore. We had o Yery
rough walk of the longest two miles that I ever travelled.  Our
route was over a continuous range of rocky ground, so broken
that we seldom found a Hat place to put our foct on, - We did
not find the right lake immediately, but at last saw from a
height a larger piece of water than any we had hitherto pazsed,
and at some two hundred yards from the shore there was the
conical-shaped roek, which the osprey seems always to choose
for her nesting place,

On examining the rock with the glass we immediately saw
the nest, and the white head of the bird in the middle of it,
Our troubles were instantly forgotien, and although rather fagged
before, we made our way over the vocks with new-found vigour,
The unwillingness® of the old bird to leave the nest shewed
that she had young ones.  While Dunbar prepared to take
the water, I went round to watch for a shot ab the old bird,
I presently saw nothing but my fellow-traveller's hiead, as he
gwam gallantly out to the rock: the old osprey flew in wide
cireles round and round, at o considerable height, sereaming

loudly at the unexpeeted intrusion on her domain ; sometimes’

. she swooped half-way down to the water, but sh%muﬁuusly

&
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keeping ot a safe distance.  Defors many minutes had elapsed
wo saw the male bivd sailing high in the nir, straight to the
loch ; on hearing the cries of his mate he seemed to quicken
Jiis flight, and soon joined her, carvying a trout in his falons,
The two binds then sailed round and round the loch with loud
cries,  Whoen Ahey saw Dunbar perched on their hitherto unas-
gniled rock, where he stood like a statue on a pedestal, their excite-
ment became greater and greater ; tho male dropped his trout,
and they both dashed wildly to and fro, sometimes al a great
lieizht, and sometimes taking a rapid eireuit of the lake, within
half & gunshot of the water. The next thing I saw was wmy
adventurous companion striking out for the shore with his cap
in his teeth. In the nest he found a half-grown young bird
and an unhatehed eow, both of which he brought safely io land.

& reniained on the bank to try to shoot one of the old birds,
while I fished for am hour down o stremm that ran from the loch
towards the inn, I think it was the most rugged and rocky
that I ever threw a fly on, but though it was difficult to imagine
where trout eould lie in it, I managed to half fill my bLasket
with very niee-looking fish.

After resting for an hour or so, we agnin left the inn o look
for another osprey’s nest in the opposite direction. We counld
got but very wvague information as to the exsek peint of the
compazs we had to make for ; ome person felling us that the
lake was only a mile and a bit off § anotler that it was two miles
and a bit, and so on. However, it was only about half-past
five, and, with the long summer's evening before us, we cared
little how far off the lake was, as long as we conld find it at all.
There were a fow seattered houses along the banks of the sea
loch at the end of which Lthiconmich is situated, and we made
sundry inquiries at these respecting the lake, but got such very
diflevent answers from each person, that we were almost giving
it up in despair; T should not say that we “inguired,” as the
whole talking was in Gaelic, and therefore carred on by Dunbar,
Af last we q%ﬁ-h‘itll an old woman, who told him that there was

*
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g logh some two miles off, which had always gone by the name
of the Loch of the Fishing Eagle ; her Gaelie name for if being
“ Looh n' inlair-insgaie ;. Dunbar interproted it to me as mt:mﬁlﬁi
literally, the * Loch of the Engle-fisher.” =

This revived onr spirits, and we set our shoulders to the Till
again with fresh confidence, and a steep, rongh hill it was. W
strnck into the country in & north-west divection, keeping sepa-
rate heights, in ovder to have a better chanee of finding the lake.

Taving passed several lochs without observing the ebject of our

search, I began almost to despair, and fo think thai we must

have mistaken the whole matter—ihe more so, a5 from the

aspect of the rocks and the fecling of the air from the north, T

wits contident that the ocean must be at no great distance from us; |

and, indeed, that it must be washing the other side of the very/ 1
next range of roeks to that on which we were. Thers’is

certain look and fecling of the abmosphere when approaching the

gea which iz quite unmmistakeable. We had already walked an

hour and a half steaight novth-west, thus making the two miles

into at least five, when we came within view of a larger loch, i
which seemed to wind round the hills to nearly where the sea
waz. In this we again descried the peculiar shaped rock on
which the csprey builds.  Although we were too far off to dis-
tinguish either nest or bind, we at onee, without hesitation,
made for the loch, over the rocks and swamps of which the i
whole line of country seemed to consist, and our perseverance
was rewarded by presently making out ihe nest, one asproy
upon if, and the other soaring above her.

Dunbar again swam ofl fo the rock, which was about the
same distance from the shore as the Iast one, and found three
young birds in the nest, which he brought to land in his cap.
I saw the male osprey perch on a rock on the opposite side
of the loch, where he sat lazily, and apparently not inelined
to join the fomale in her rapid flight round Dunbar's head ; o
locking at him attentively, through the glass, [ saw, or faneied
that I saw, his erop much distended with fond,_ gfl@mwing thnt

4
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if thiz wnz the ease hie would probalily remain on his perch {or
i some time, 1 started off round the loch, taking a long cireait in
_L order to appronch him from behind and from above. T had
. not ealenlated on the roeks T had to climb and the passes 1 hiad
to take to et at him, or I do not think that T should lave
* undertaken the fask. 1 had frequently to lift my dog up the
steep rocks over which T had to climb. At lnst T eame toa
point from which I could get a look at the bird, and with as
mueh eare as if' he had been a stag, T erept to a convenient
place, and looking over, saw him &lill perched on the pinnacle
of o rock, but quite out of rench. 1 found that I must still
make another long eireuit, or that I could not get unperceived

. within reach of him,

: This time, on looking cavefully over, I saw that e must be
. within shot of me, but the place I was perched on was 0 high
and steep that it almost made me giddy to look down from it.

I was completely out of hireath, too; so, Iying down on my back,

I waited a minute or two, and then serambled down to within

forty yards of the bird, and immediately above him. As my

gun was Inaded with a cartridge, T knew that he could searcely

eseape ; so standing up, I took a good look at him, expecking

that he would see me and fly off the stone, and intending to

shoot him flying. Whether from the sarnesiness with which

he was watching the movements of Dunbar, who was far below

him, or from the manner in which his head-feathers projected,

he did not appear to see me at all.  After waiting a short time

without his moving, I am sorry to say that T shot him delibe-

rately in cold blood as he sat.  He full down the face of the

rock, and lay at the bottom perfectly dead. T then had to eon-

sider how to get him, and Fred (my terrier) scemed to be con-

sidering the same thing, as pecring over the edge of the precipice

i he looked fivst ab the dead Lird and then at me, with a counten-
‘-‘\(' ance expressive of—*“There is your bird now, but how are we to
~pet at him 1" This question, however, was soon seitled by my

mnrliil'lg ?Iﬁtﬁ, and then having made a considerable détour,

o
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I managed to reach the spot.  1n the meantime, Punbar having

off to the sea.  After a ghort time she veturned, but kept at o
wary distanes, oceasionally peveling on the roeks, but never
remaining long in one place. 1t was a curions sight from the
high rocks several hundred yands above the loch to wateh the
whole seone that was acting below, and to see the long-winged
bind sailing to and fro almost immediately below my feet, and
yet far out of reach of shot, *

Two miles from Seourie, on the Rhiconnich road or near i,
is a loeh where the ospreys build, and where, in May, 1 shot the ;
old hen, taling at the same lime two egzs.  Mr. Dunhar, with
hiz usnal perseverance, went to this nest immediately on our re-

fived both barrels at the hen bicd, she took her flight steight i

turn from Handa, and found that the male bird had got another
mate, and that she was already busily employed in sitling cﬁ&
single ezg.

i is very diffienlt to deseribe eorrectly the eros of many '
birds : for instamen, the two eggs which 1 took from this nest
were beautifully marked with fine rich red spots, while the gz now
taken by Dunbar was of a dirty white colour, marked at oue end
only by a splash of brown, and was also smaller than the others.
In another nest, again, the eges were considerably larger than ;
either of these, and differently marked both as to colour and :
shape of spots.  Tn the snme manner one reads the deseription
of the size of birds nz being measured to inches and zixteenths I
of an inch, but the authors forget or are nol aware of the con-
stant difference in size of birds of the same speeies. 4

We also examined the nest that we had seen in May last i
near the forry of Glendha, or Kyleskn, as it is nlso called, On
looking at it with a glass, we saw one old.bird sitling, not
standing, on the nest, and yet on Dunbar's swimming out to it
he found no eog in the nest, which was exaeily in the same i
state a5 when we left il three or four weeks ago: both hirds, l,m;‘),‘
continued sailing and sereaming over our heads as if they b
eggs or young ones {o defend.  This nest, like ﬂlu_l}%ﬂm:u that |
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we had seen, was built on the same kind of condeal rock, stand-
ing aut of the waters of Lhe lake ; indeed on all the lukes whers
this singularly shaped rock was o be seen, there also was the
ogprey’s mesl, and there it had apparently boen for many o long
year, as was clearly shewn by one of the lochs Leing known by
the old peaple only under the mame of the loch of the  Eagle
Fisher"  The espreys on their arrival in this country seem to
seek out such rocks in the wild soliludes, and on these and
these alone do they build.  Trosting to their isolated and lonely
gituation for salety, these intoresting binds hold undisputed sway
over their watery kingdom.
June is generally the bost month in the year for angling in
Scoiland : the loch trout ave by this {ime in good condition, and
4 rise frecly at the fly.  The grilse alzo are now in most of the
)‘Et'ﬂrs, and aflord better imeling than any other fish, rising well,
and being strong and active when hooked.  There appears of
late years to be a great diminishing in the number of =almon in
all the Scotch rivers: the fish are more protected from the
angler, but are caught and destroyed in g0 many other ways—by
constant netting in the streams, by innumerable stake-nets, bag-
nets, ete, all along the coasts—that they have but litile chanee
of keeping up their numbers.  From one end of Scotland to the
other along the whole extent of the coast, thesa destructive nets
are fixed at every convenient place. Near the mouth of every
slream, large or small, they are to be scen, and immense must be
the number of fish taken to repay the expense of keeping thom
up, and renewing the stakes, netting, cte., every spring, and fre-
quently also after severe storms. Near the little stream of Nairn
there are no less than three of these nels, and as many more Le-
tween that point and the Findhorn, all of which are exposed to
a heavy sea, whiclh must make the expense of keeping them in
repair very great® y

* For information on the Salmon Fisheries, seo Quarterly Review,
lTanuary 1857, and Apeil 15863 3 Edinburgh Review, April 1851 ; and Black-
vl = f‘lluﬁ@ium January 1561, —En.
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dune 13 (1833).—The l.'-'mu|-]'-i:_r\-ml in the garden hos eppgs
in the same nest in which she Lrowght up young owes a fow
days ago. A woman brought to me yesterday a live roe;

]

1]
ahe

ealls it three weeks old, but it does nob appear quite so old a3
she says 3 it drinkas wilk very readily,

June 15 (1853).—1I found a woodeock's nest with four eggs,
The old bird flew off;, and fluitered along the ground to {alke off
our attention; the nest was made of moss, small sticks, ete., and
placed under some cut branches.

On the Bar, which is a kind of island [at the mouth of ihe §
Findhorn], there is o solitary hut, where two or three fishermen
pass the spring and summer. In the latter end of winter, when
I have been wild-fowl shooting in that dircelion, I have often
gone in there to screen myself from the cold, During the
absence of the fishermen the hut is temanted by rabbits, ﬁ'-"'iﬁ‘&
make themselves quite af home, digging holes in the turl walls,
ete. The life of the fishermen in this place must be like that
of a lichthouse-keeper. During high tides they are quite cut
off from the mainland, and although at low water their place
of abode is no longer an island, yet that part of the shore oppo-
gite the bar is a kind of wilderness little frequented by any one,
being at a long distance from any road or path, with an extensive
tract of rough and all but impazsable conntry stretehing in every
divection, It iz, however, a favourite resort of mine, being the
undizturbed abode of many wild animals. The roebuck and
blackeock live in tolerable security there, and would increase toa
very great extent were their young oncs not killed by foxes and
other vermin, who prowl about without danger of teap or
poison.*

June 15 (1847 ).—=In the stagnant pools near the viver Nairm
there are great numbers of that singular worni ealled by the
country people the haic-worm, from its exact resemblance to a

* This iz the range of moor and stunted wood soparating the sstates of
Dalvey and Brodie from the sea, which 8t. Jolin dlsewliere calls his ** Blaek
Forest."—(, 1,
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horsehair.  In these pools there are thonsands of them, twisting
and twening about like Hiving hairs.  The mest singular thing
regavding them is, that it they are put for weeks in a drawer or
-l - alsewhere, Lill they beeome lil'l'l.' and brittle, and to all APPEATATCD
perlectly dead and shrivelled up, yet on being put into water
they madually come to life again, and are as pliable and active
as ever.  The conntey people are fivmly of opinion that they are
nothing but actual horselnir turned into living things by being
immersed for a long time in woaler of a certain quality. Al
water does nob produce them alike. To the maked eye both
extremities are guite the same in appearanee,®
While fishing in the river one day at the beginning of June,
iy attention wazs atiracted by a terrier I had with me, who was
% busily employed in turning up the stones near the water's edge,
}_oi'fduul]_\‘ in search of some sort of food. On examining into
his proceedings I found that under most of the stones were a
number of very small eels: where the ground was quite dry the
little fish were dead, and these the dog ate; where there was
still any wmoisture left under {he stone they were alive, and
wriggled away rapidly towards the slream, seeming to know in-
stinetively which way to go for safety.  Trout liave undoubtedly
the =zame instinet ; and when they drop off the hook on the
bank by chance, they always wrigele fowards tho water, and
never arcay Trom it, Tt is difficult, indeed almost impossible, to
become much acquainted with the habits of fish ; but could we
pry inte their domestic circles, I have no doubt that we should
* find them possessed of a fur higher degree of instinet and much
greater eleverness in providing for their food and safety than we
give them credit for. The instinct of fizh in foretelling, or rather
in foreknowing, the changes of weather is very remarkable ; and
the obzervant angler may almost prophesy with regard to the

* The popular belief thronghont Scotland is, that & stallion's tail hair
thrown iuto running water suflfers a change into these animalenls,  The
populer mind takes no aceount of the theories or principles of philoso-
hers.—C. 1.
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approach of rain or storms by seeing in what mood for risine gl

his fies the trout may bee  bn cortain stotes of the weather the

angler may put away his tackle without trying to take a single ._i,

trout ; but this can only be learned by experience and close -

ubzervation -
June 16 (1847)—Walked to Lochlee, fommd that the hooded

vrows had taken all the vggs from the teal’s nest which 1 dis

covered here on the 8th, [ had frequenily seen her in lier

dovwny nest since that time, but to-day both bird and eggs

wore gone ; and when T weni Lo the grassy hillock, which the
crows used for a dining-table, thers were the remains of the
whole eight egps.

There are one or two grassy hilloeks near the loch to which
those mischievous robbers bring the eggs which they have pil- /
fered in order lo eat them at their leiswre; and undif™

adminiztered o dofe of stryehunia, | never passed these places

without finding the frezh vemains of egms—partrvidges, plovers,
x -

snipes, red-shauks, wood-pigean, ducks, and feal, all seewmed to
have eontributed to support these ravenous birds,

Poisoning with strychnia is by far the most effectual way of
destroying evows, It you put a piece of earrion in a tree well
seasoned with this powerful dvug, the ground below it will soon
be strowed with the bodics of most of the ecrows in the neigh-
bourbood, so instantaneous is their death on swallowing any of
it. It seems almost immediately to paralyze them, and they fall
down on the spot,

June 21 (1851).—While I was shooting wbbits near the
loch of Spynie, I sow o small bird fly high over my head, 1
called out *n roze-colouved starling,” and shot at 1, bringing it
down beautifully elean and searcely injured, It was fying in
company with two other stalings apparently of the ordinary
colour, which escapel, so that T could not ascertain whether they

were young of the same species, ‘or eommaon starlings,  The
head and neck are glossy black, Its crown feathers arve elon-
pated into a preity leng crest. The back, the rump, and th
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lower parls are of & faiutl rose-colowr.  The rest of the plutnage
i5 Black,  The Wil is of a pale veddish colouy, black at the Luase,
i The legs amd feet pale veddish brown.  Lhilferenl specimens
vary in the shade of the rose-coloured parts, and in length of the
crest. It iz bub very rarely met with in any paré of Dritain,
June 25 (18471 —I rowed to-day to the Old Bar, sbout four
ot five miles from here, fovnd some eces of tern and the lesser
tern.  Numbers of theso birds were {lying about ; but the ezgs
are &0 very stmilar in colour to the stones amongst which they
are laid, that it iz not easy to find them. Going there we put
out a line for flounders, and took it up on returning, catehing
aboubt 50 flounders, a surnet, and a large cod. The lakler 1s as
; long and lean s an eel, and had lost one eye. The men took
%, it to bait their crab traps with,

Sometimes on a fine June evening the sea-fish, such as gurnets
and coal-fish, take a large white fly readily enough, and fight
most powerfolly when of any size.

Jung 28 (1847).—1I took a boat to-day to cross over to the
rocks of Cromarty, in order to shoot some rock-pigeons. The
breeze was ' gentle, but sufficient to take us merrily over; and
putting out a couple of lines with laroe white flies, we caught
plenty of purnet, ete. The fish darled suddenly and with true
aim at the flies when close to the boat as readily as when at
some distance.  After coasting along the rocks for some time,
and shooling a few pigeons, at the risk oeensionally of having
the bottom of our boat stove in by the hidden rocks, round
which the large tangle floated gracefully in the passing waoves,
treacherously concealing the rocks from which they grew—we
turned our boat's head homewards, Dy this time the wind had
dropped entirely, and the tide running strong against us, we
had to row for four Lours in a heavy haddock Dboat to reach our
destination. 1 had only one man and a boy with me, the latter
of no use; so I took an oar mysell and pulled steadily on,
Lopping LJII.]._'.' F.IL'L'.'I:-i.ILIIL'.tl.t_'!.' to haul ina gurnet or ciher fish,

Both gosts aud sheep wore feeding about the rocks, and even
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the latter seemed to got casily to places which appeared to be
aceessible only by means of wings. The small patehes of Bright :
velvety orass, which grew hiere and there on corners of ground
formed by the débris of the clills, however difficult of access, /'i-
were all tenanted By them,

O one bit of emerald-coloured grass, not larger than a
good-sized table-cloth, a sheep and her young lamb were feed-
ing at their case.  Althongh I stopped the boat awd examined
the plaee carctolly, no way of aceess to this little bit of table-
land could we discover, The well-contented animals seemed
shut out by perpendienlar precipices from all the rest of the
world., -

As for the goats, no ledge ov peojection of the roeks near 3
which grew any tempting bit of herbage, seemed too small or too k
diffieult of approach,

The hardy littleBlue rock-pigeon { Columbe fvia) abounds on
iall the sea-const of Seotland where the rocks are steep and
broken into fissures and caverns—one moment dashing into its
breeding-place, and rapidly flying out the next ; then, skimming
the very surface of the breakers, this litile bird gives animation
and interest to many a desolate and rogged range of elifis as far
north as Cope Wiath and Whiten Head, and it still frequents
the rocks on this coast, though in small numbers, and iz so iuter-
mingled with the house-pigeon, whieh it so exactly resembles,
that it would be difficult to decide now if any of the real wild
birds still remain.  In the caves on the Hoss-shire coast, and all
along the north, great numbers still ave seen.  They build in the

caves and holes of the rocks close to the sea =ide.  Their colour )
resembles the eommon Blue house-pigeon ; the rumyp is always
white ; the top of the tail is black, and a black bar across the
wing  the feet are ved.  They feed on the small patches of oats
E

grown in the Highlands, and when farther sonthwards, in the

stubble and corn-fields ; they also swallow numbers of small
snail shells, which are genemlly numerous amongst the grassy
patches on the cliffs. The nest is wsually placed in the most
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inaceessible and diflienlt vecesses of the rocks, so much so, that
numerons as they are, it is often very diffienlt to obtain the egps,
l The nest is composed of whatever twigs, pieces of dried grass,
ete., they ean pick up in the wild places which they inhabit,
and iz quite the same as thab of the tane pigeon.
The turtle-dove (Culwmbe turfur) is quite a sonihern bird,
amil its visits to this couniry must be aceidental and very rare,
[ have seen it, however, in the neighbourhood of Forves, It is
considerably smaller than the rock pigeon. The prevailing
colowrs of the plumage are ash gray and rveddizh brown ; on each
side of the neck is a pateh of black feathers, each feather being
pointed with white ; the belly is white, the breast inglining to
. purplish brown ; the tail is dark, nearly black, and all the feathers,
Y, excepting the two centre ones, which are brown, are tipped with
riite. I have often scen the nest in the south of England,
generally placed in a tree covered with ivy,or in some very
densely folisged {ree, such as a spruce fin I never heard of
its being seen in Moray, excepting on the occasion mentioned
above, where I saw a paiv daily for & short time. I have, how-
cver, had a bilil described to me lately as having been seen near
Elgin, which I am tolembly certain must be the turtle-dove.
About three weeks ago our tame pochard had been earried
away in a hwoieane of wind, To my surprise, one day this
month T saw this same pochdrd swimming about the loch alone,
and apparently very tame. One of the children who was with
we, and whose own especial property the bivd had been, whistled
®to it in the same way in which he had been accustomed to call
ity upon which, to his unhounded joy, it immediately came to-
wards us, and for some time continned swinnning within a few
yards of where we stood, evidently recognising us, and sceming
gl.nl to gee us again,
A few days afterwards we again saw him ; but he was now
"'\{‘\‘i‘-‘:mpﬂniﬂ'[ by a flock of fourteen or fifteen others.  Tlis was
markalle, both on aceount of the time of year, and becauso

this kind of duck is very rare in this region, and has never been
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known to breed in the neighbonrhood ;3 but all binds seem to
have aomie means of calling and attrmeting these of the same
species, in a way that we cannol understand, |

My peregrine faleon, who still lives in the garden, now uLtEI'E/—k-:
a call which is different from her nswal shrill complaining ery,
and which oeeasionally attracts down to her zome wandering
bawk of her own kind.  The peregrine falcon is well named, for
it is found in all countries,

Our bird, from good food, and having always had the run of
a large ganden, instead of bLeing confined in a room or cage, has
grown to a greab size, and s in peculiarly fine plumage ; with
the dark slate colour of her upper feathers forming a beautiful
contrast to the rich cream-colour of her neck and breast, ;

There is scarcely any comumon animal too large for her to /
aitack when she is hungry., She will fly af a dog or &
veadily az at o rbbit or a b, The Intter animal she kills with
great dexterity and guickness ; and I have also found the remains
of half-grown rabbits, who, having feloniously made their way
into the garden, have fallen a prey to her powerful talons.

On changing my residence some weeks ago 1 gave a tame
peregrine faleon T then had to a friend in the neighbourhoed,
who kecps her in a walled garden, where she soon became quite
at howme, and learnt to know her new master as well as ghe had
known me. She almest startled e one day as I was walking
in his parden with a ‘bunch of dark-colonred grapes in my
hand. The faleon as 1 passed by her mistaking the grapes fora
hird or some other prey, made a sudden dash at them, and with®
such violence as in an instant to disperse the whole bunch on
the ground, where she hopped aboub examining grape affer
grape, and, at last having found out her error, she left them in
disgust.*

* A ludy was gathering strawherries in the zanden at Uiy, when an
vagle, which was Tept there tame anl uncluined, swooped with s ek,

into the dizh of red fuit, and its talens on the turl\}"'s nrm, to hey fu
distmay, (%, 1.
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It must be a stvong bivd Elint can withstand tho rapid power.

ful swoop and fieree blow of a peregrine. 1 have seen one strike

I the head off a grouse or pigeon with one blow, which divided
the neck as eompletely as if it had been et off with a sharp
Limafie.

Few birds of the same kind vary =o much in size as pere-
arine faleons,  Some killed in a wild state are almost as large as
the noble ger-faleon.  Altogether the peregrine is the finest of
our British faleons, both in size, courage, and beauty. It pos-
spasea, Loo, in the highest degree, the free courage and conlidence
which facilitate so greatly the provess of training hawks to assist
s in our feld sports,

The eliffs of Gordonstoun, near Coveses, are frequenied by the

", cormorant (Pelivanus carbo), and thongh the bird does net breed
}::Ttsur rocky coazt, yet it frequents some pavts of it in great num-
berg, It frequents also most of the rivers and loehs for the pur-
pose of fishing ; trout, eels, flounders, ete., ave all swallowed, and

o fizh of 2 1be, forms but a mouthful to the ravenous hird. The
cormorant is easily trained to fish ; it is a bold, confident. bird,
and soon becomes familiar with its master. A small strap buckled
round the neck loosely, but sufficiently tight to prevent the Lird
from swallowing its prey, is necessavy, as it would otherwise fill
itzelf with fish, and then hunt no more. Hestrained from this by
the strap the cormorant catches s many trout or fish as it can
lold in its neek and throat, and thiz is a far greater quantity than
might be supposed ; and then, if well trained, comes to Tand fo

* be relieved. It immedintely disworges those already canght,
and eommences anew to fish.  When it has caught a sufficient
number, or gets tived, it ought to have its strap taken off, and to
be then fed and taken liome, The cormorant should not bo
put to fish where eels are numerous, as it manages to swallow
these in spite of its strap.  The elasticity of the birds jaws
and throat 15 so0 great, that it has been known fo-swallow
wand bring Lo land a moot-hen, 14 i8 very amusing and curions
to wateh o cormorsnt pursuing a beout in elear water.  On being
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tnrned into w pool, the bird immedintely dives, and it can be
seen searching under the broken bouks, loose stones, ebe., till it
drives out o fish, when o chase {akes pace, s0 mapid that it‘l\
would be diflicult to know whether the cormorant was a fish or.
a bird, =0 quickly and apparently without exertion does it shoot
through the water, turning the frout a5 a crayhound does a hare,
and seldom failing to eatel it 11 thu trout takes refuge under

R

a stone or bank, the cormorant sowetimes is at fault for a
moment, but soon finds it again, and, as I said;, generally
ends in catehing it Altogether, fishing with a cormorant

i# a very amusing, though scldom practised sport.  In o
wild state, after having fed, the cormorants sit in rows on
some favourite rock or other switable place, with their wings .
spread wide open like the figwe of o spread eagle. Its
favourite element is, however, the water, and it .-;wi:ms-‘EE_&
dives with great speed and faeility,  The Bill is well adapted for
holding a good-sized fish, being strongly hooked, and very lLard

at the point. The eyes, like those of the gannet, ave placed very
forward ; they arve of a pale green, small, and have a peculiotly
eruel and fieree expression. The plumage is of a glossy black,
with a purple and bronze-eolonrved gloss, In the breeding season
the adult bird has a short crest. Tt has also a white mark under
the chin, and a conspicnously white patch on each of its thighs.

In winter it has not these distinetive marks. There is a consi-
derable variety in the brighiness of plumage and in the size of
these birds, depending on age and season.  The egg is smaller in
comparison than that of many otlier water birds. Tt is oval, and e
of a divty white colour, very chalky and rough on the surface,
Though eaten in some places, the whole bind—Dboth the flesh and
plumage—has a most unpleasant oily smell, which it never gets
rid of. The * erested cormorant ™ of some authors is the common
cormorant in its adolt and summer plumage.  The feathers of
the tail are peculiarly hard, stifl, and have a worn appearance, e
if the bird Ieant on them. To shew the voracity of the eormo-
rani, I must relate an aneedote, the truth of which may be de-
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pended on.  In January 1850 a cormorant was shot on the Beanly
i River by Sir Alexander Gordon Cumming of Altyre, swhich, when
i killed, was found to have swallowed a foul grilse or salmon,
weighing eforve 4 1be, and weasuring 22 inclies in length,  The
tail of the fish actually extended out of the wouth of the bird.
Singalar as thi= instance mny be, the facts were noted at the
time by & most aceuratogabserver,®
June 20 (1847)—Went toalay to the Old DBar to fish for
flounders ; we canght a great number, and one small turbot,
Found also zome terns’ and ving-dottrels’ eggs.  Shot a guillemot
on the way., We caught on the lines some gnrnet as well as
flounders,  The gurnet fakes sand-cels hetter than any other
bait. The flounders, when opened, are full of small shell-fish.
:T!m sand-eels are canght in great number in the sand-banks,
which are left bare by the ebb of the spring tides. The people
proeure them by turning up the sand to the depth of about
three inches

* The Mastey of Lowat has the bind stulfed at Beanfort Castle,
A PG
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CHAPTER THE EIGHTIL
JULY —Part™,

Apour the seeond week of July the shore and sands are
onlivened by wvast Hlocks, or mther clouds, of dunling, ring:
dotirels, and other binds of the some kind, who now, coming
down from their seattered brecding-places, colleek in jmmense
companies, When the tide cbbs, all these binds are employet
in searching for the minute shell-fish and animalenle, on which
they feed; and vast indeed must be the supply regnied,
About the lochs and swamps the young snipes and red-
shanks begin to fly, and with the wild-ducks afford plenty of
shooting,

The young sea-gulls, too, are numerous about the Dar and
sandbanks, and are easily distinguished from the old ones by
their fine mottled brown plumage.

Great numbers of all these birds must be killed by foxes,
for every day T observe their fresh tracks along the shore and
round the lochs,  Near a fox's hole in one of the woods 1 saw
an ineredible colleetion of remains and disjecfa memlia of ducks,
turkeys, fowls, game of every kind, and even of roe: apparently
n litter of young foxes had been bronght wp in it :

The sanderling (Calidris arvenaria) visits the coast of this
district early in antummn, and though not numersus, may be
commonly found either singly or in small eompanies amongst
the ring-dottrel and other birds which frequent the sands.
Amongst these it may be generally distinguished by its whitish
}.lm:[m;_;{-, and also by not being so restless and shy as many —~
other kinds of sandpipers. The plumage of the smldm-]i:!?‘
differs according to the season. The bill is black, and the
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forehead white.  The upper parts of the plomage are pale gray,
slightly dotted with brown and with a few irregular blaek spois,

: The wings are long, extending beyend the tail, which is dok

i brown.  The lower parts ave pure white,  As L said before, the
plumiage of different specimens is much varvied ; but all are dis-
tinguished by a hoary or “wmealy ™ appearanee.  The feet and
legs ave black, and there g ne heel-toe. Altogether the sander-
ling iz one of the pretiiest birds of the kind that we have. It
does not breed in this country.

The smew (Mergellus allellus), an elegant little bird, is & rare
visitor to us.  The head is white, with rather a large though
nok @ long erest ; on cach cheek is a palch of greenish Llack.

 The rest of the plumage is clegantly marked with black and
Swhite, which niakes the bird ensy to distinguish from any others
/)nl'_ni-" game kind,  The bill is of a dark lead colour, The legs
and feet are the same.  The bill is sharply serated, with its
teeth sloping inwards.  The female has the head and upper part
of the neck of a reddish brown,  The lower parl of the body of
the same colour, shaded with ash. The lower parts white.
The smew frequents the mouths of rivers and ditches near the
gea shore, feeding on small fish, of which it swallows great
numbers, This bind, particularly the adult male, is of rave
ceeurrence and seldom met with,

The Selavonian grebe (Podiceps coranfis) iz nlso a raro
visitor. I have seen and shot ithe bivd on Lochlee, and have
seen one that was killed on the Spey. I have also seen a pair
on Spynie during a hard winter. The great variety of plumage
ghewn by the grebes ab different seasons of the year, and when
of different ages, makes it very difficult sometimes to speak quite
decidedly on the species to which a bird belongs.

July 10 (1847).—At Tochlee the young wild-ducks are now
jnst ready to fly.

“'“‘r“ July 11 (1847).—Went to Lochleo to iake 1111 my lines
which T put in yesterdny. Shot a beautiful buek close to the
loch yesterday,
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On the 12th of July the Nairn horring-boats are all launehed
to reap their unceriain harvest.  OF late years the supply does |
not geem to be nearly so regular or so much to be th-pvmli;i'L
on as formerly ; and feequently the men ave bot Tadly repaj
for all their expense ond risk. The eost of a herring-boat
here, complets with its riggingults, ete, is not much less
than ninety pounds ; and the \I.‘tﬁfi* and tear of the nets is very
great owing to bad weather and other canses : the hull alone of
the boat costs about twoenty-seven pounds.  Theve are five men
to each boat ; and XNairn alone sends out about sixty boats, so
that from that szmall place not less than three hundred able-
bodied men are for six or seven weeks employed in the pursuit
of this valuable fish, The herrings are generally bought Tp
beforeband by the fish-corers at Helmsdale, on the Snt];-,;l'h‘nh{
const, and at ofher parts, who contract to take the whel& pro-
duce of the zenson's fishing al a fixed price ; so that nolwith-
standing the immense number caught, the supply of fresh
hertings through the country is but scanty. The fish are, with
as little delay as possible, packed in casks with brine, and in
this state are exported to all paris of the world. The barrels
are made principally of birch.  Fir will not answer the purpose,
as it gives a taste of turpentine to the whole contents of the
barrel. T have been out in a herring-bont during the fishing ;
and a very beautiful thing it is to see the nets hauled in with
thonsands of herrings, looking in the moonlight like so many
pieces of the brightest silver flashing in the calm water.  When
not employed with the nets, the men generally fish with hooks
for cod, halibut, ete. ; all fish caught in this monner being the
perquisite of the man who eatehes them ; and frequently they
muke a good profit by this, sz the cod collect in vast numbers
about the herring fishing-grounds, and are caught as quickly as
the hooks can be dropped into the water, Sometimes the cod,
their great indistinetly-scen forms looking like the pale ghosts,—"
of fizh, come close 1o the surface round the boats, and seize this
bait as soon as il touches the water. Hauling these heavy

gt
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gentry up from the depth of soveral futhoms is \nr‘!,l sovers wark
for the hands.

in The hervings scem the most persecuted of all living crea-

i

sotures.  From the momeut when the great shoals of them
appear in the north and north-west, they ae pursaed by o
sands and tens of t-lmu.ﬁnds of birds and eonntless numbors
of fishes ; and wherever ﬂl,ll!- herving shoals ave, Mere are thess
devonrers,  From the aristocratic salmon to the ignoble and
ferocions doglish, all follow up and prey upon ihe shoals:
whilst their feathered foes mark out their teack by the constant
sereaming and plunging into the water which they keep up
during their pursuit.  The solan geese from mid-air dash with
unerring aim on the bright and silvory fish : whilst the cormo-
ants and other diving sea fowl pursue the dense evowd with in-

™
,-Ji d‘s'ﬂiﬁ able eagernesz.  Tn addition to all this, sea-gulls of evory

LH:HL like the skirmishers of an army, keep up a constant pur-
suit of all stragglers or wounded fish which enme near enough

to the surfice to be caught by these birds, who have neither the .

power of the solan goose, to pounce hawk-like on their prey,
even when at some depth in the water, nor the diving power
of the cormorant or guillemot, who can pursue them deep
down into the sea. Altogether, a shoal of herring with its
numerous accompaniments is a most amusing and interesting
sight, independent of the consideration of the great import-
ance of this fish to mankind, the number of people to whom

2 it serves as food, and the number who are employed in its
pursuit.

Besides the natives of the fishing villages, a considerable
number of Highlanders from the western coasts come down
to earn a few pounds during the herring season ; it is almost
the only cash these poor fellows get hold of in the ecourse
of the year. Most of the boats belong te two or three pro-
prietors each, who having in the course of many years laid by
a few pounds, invest them in the purchase of o herring-boat.
These men hire the services of four or five hands for the season,

o .

Ve
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the duration of which i= aboul six weeks, and give them a
eertain sum, according to agreoment, genernlly about fouy to six
pounds per man,  Unlackily, many of the faomilies of the
herring-fishers derive but little benetit from the wages eartied,— A
s too freguently the men spend all the money, or nearly all, in j"
drinking and rioting when the fishing iz over, sl instepd of

providing for their wives and childven, lounge about the whisky- |
shops o long as a farthing remaivs, never attending to the |
haddoeck or white fishing till driven again to exertion by sheer i

necessity.  Thiz, however, does not apply to the whole race of

herring-fishers.  Those men who come to ihe fishing on the '

east coasts from the Highlmds gencvally take their money: P

carefully home, depending on it for buying clothes, paying rent,

procuring seed-potatoss, and for any purpose whera veardy IJIM

is required. - I
3

a
Just befdre the time when the herring-boats go onf, the roads

arve dotted with little groupsz of Highlanders meriving from their
monttaing, each man having a small pareel of necessaries tied up
in a handkerchief and carried on a stick over his shoulder. They
aro sadly footsore and wayworn by the time they have fraversed
the island from the west eoast.  Being little accustomed to walk-
ing anywhere but on springy heather and turf, the havd roads try
them severely, Most of them are undersized and bad specimens
of the Celtic raft. Very little English is spoken amongst 1
them, as 1ot one in ten understands a word of anything but |
Gaelie. When they have occasion to go into a road-side shop |
to purchase anything, or to ask a question, a consultation is first

held amongst the parly, and then the most learned in Saxon is 1
deputed to act as spokesman, for there is scarcely any Gaelic |
spoken along the east consts, the fishermen in particular being |
almost wholly a foreign mce of people, that is, not Highlanders. |
Some are English settlers, and some are descendants of Danes

and other races who have originally been left by chanee or -
choice on this const.  Their names are frequently Danigh or
Swedizsh, In fact they are altogether a different people from the
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I Celtie inhabitants of the neighbowdng monntaing,  Thero 15 an
Y i almost regular line drawn’ through the commbry, whera {ho
| l Gaclic limguage ends and the English eommences,  The town

< of Wairn s divided 1!1.‘ this line; one half of the inhabitanis
Sheing talkers of Gaelie, and the other speaking only Euglish,
J Tt is said that one of ouf prime ministers loasted to a foreigner
that his master, the King of Ingland, possessed a lown so
extensive that the inhabitants of one end spoke a dilferent lan-
guage from those of the other end.  Nairn waz the town in
question ; and whatever the merit of the joke may be, it corro-
borates what I atated.

To return, however, to our Highland fishermen. Wearily
and heavily the poor fellows labour alomg the road, and by the
time they reach Forres, Noirm, and the other towns near the
P they are sadly knoeked up, their food during the journey

having been poor and scanty, consisting generally of potatoes,
and perhaps oatmeal, wixed up frequently with ecold water, a
3 sorry mess for a iraveller who is taking the unaceustomed
exercize- of tramping along a havd vead. MMany of these men
know pretty well where and by whom they shall be lived, but
others have to seck employment where they con.  Their faces
grow visibly shorter as soon s they are engaged ; and they set
to work, though possessing little seamanship, to assist in putting

into order the nets, floats, stores, ete.  Tn"a fow days every
boat is afloat and ready. Then comes the parting-glass with
their shore-staying friends, which, by the bye, is often multi-
plied until it amounts to a very fair allowanee.

. Az the boats set sail from the =mall harbours and pierz, the
wives and families of the fishermen who belong to the place come
down to see their relatives off ; and many groups of weather-
beaten women sit and watch the boats 1ill out of sight, disenss.
ing anxiously the chances of a zood or bad season, a matler of

“-_‘_, no light fmport to them, as their comfort during the rest of the
" year almost entirely depends upon it.
I have frequently known some stout bov, strong and fearless,
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but too young 1o bo allowed to aceompany his [ather, hide
amongst the wets and sails in the boats, hoping to get taken

out unobserved, 11 they were oo far out at sea to send him i
Lack., The little follows, however, seldom suceceded, and w{'l't'_,—""‘-
generally chucked uncercmonionsly enough eut of the boat*
cither on o the pier whilst the boat was passing along side of
it, or into some of the numerons haddock and other fishing-
boats which lie at anchor in the harbour,

The herring seazon, although o time of haed work to the men,
is for the most part o time of rest to the women, Instead of
having to tramp, as they shortly hope to do, miles into the country
with & weight of fish on their back which would be almost a
burthen for a donkey, they have little else to do than to gossip
with each other, and set lines about the harbonr and shores,
excepling in those places where the herrings are cured, and
into casks for foreign consumption, where they are busy enough.
The boats which go out from many of our small fowns seldom
return’ home again until the season is over ; but leave the pro-
duce of their fishing at the coriug stations every night if' pos- |
sible:

The herring fishermen have not only mueh hard work, but
many dangers to contend with.  Whilst far out at sea tending
their nets during the night-time, storms of =wind suddenly come
on, end a seene of humy and confusion ensues which ean

searcely be imagined.  Anxiows to save their {ackle and un-

willing to lose any chance, the men in some boats are buaily I
engaged hauling up their nets; other boats are driving past
them with everything in confusion and their sails flapping in

the wind, Others, manned by more prudent and able hands,

who have foreseen the coming storm, are sendding with every-
thing snug for the nearest port, and lueky arve the beats which
reach it without loss of fackle or life.  Frequently by waiting

too long, whilst endeavouring to save their nefs, the poor her- 3
ring fishers are placed in the utmest danger, and are ﬂrivﬂl]/
helplessly out to sea, where they cither toss about at the merey

@
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of the winds and waves Gl the storm somoewlnt abates, or are

swamped and lost, the men probably having been wearied out

! by their efforts to keep the boat’s head straight to avoid ship-

_ping the broken waves which surround them.  The erews too,

the chief part of whom are gencrally landsmen, or, at best, men

- acenstomed only to themarrow waters of the west coast lochs,

become dizheartened and useless in the hour of meed, afford-

ing little nssistanee to the skipper of the boat, who is probalily

the [ll'i!'l_l.'i]i-.'l.l. owner also, and who has the prospect before him

of heavy loss or min. Many and many a herring boat

founders in this way at sen, hor erew worn out by their exer-

tione. At other times an inshore wind dashes the boats on

. thie iron-bound coasts off which they have been fishing, and

“ the erews perish before the eyes of their wives and families.

,/}—ﬁ!;'r.;lr:{‘l'.-'- have oceurred of a erew veaching smme rock within a

short distonee of the shore, and within hearing of those assem-

bled on the beach, who, after having vainly attempted to afford

themn assistance, see the poor fellows gradually washed off one

by one as their strenpth fails them during the vise of the tide.

There are but few harbours on the cast coast into which the boats

can Tun if caught in a storm.  If a heavily-laden herring boat is

overtaken by rough weather, it is very diflicult to gof rid of the

cargo quickly enough to escape being swamped. In fact, the

throwing them overboard is a lohg operation ; and sometimes

when they have o lucky haul, they load until the gunwalé of

| the boat is but a few inches above the water. In this case the

; shipping of a single wave is sufficient to swamp them, A

virgo of large fish, such as cod or skate, may be thrown over-

board with some degree of quickness—not 80 a cargo of her

rings,

Although the months of July and August generally pass

over without any very dangerous weather, Seplember is fre-
- quenily a season of sudden squalls and storms on our coasts,

This year, 1848, one of theése sudden storms came on

owards the end of the fishing season. It reached from the
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north eonst to near Sunderland, bevoud which place the wind
waz comparatively light. The boats had gowne out with a
gentle breeze, nor had there been any warning of bad weather ;
but before morning nore than a hundred fishermen were drowned, f_,..k\_

amd the loss of boats and nets was immense,. Nothing could be "
more siguilicant of the havoe which thad storm had eaused than ™

the fact of oné fisherman bringing to Lis house fiffeen blue
bonnets, the owners of which must bave all perished near the
same spot.  Pishermen marry yvoung and have large fumilies,
and the numbers of widows and orphans left dependent on the
charity of the world in these eases are always very great,

This 15 the gloomy side of the picture of herring fishing ;
but it has its bright one, for 1 do not know a more exhilarating
sight than the fleets of herring-boats standing out from all the A
larger towns between Wick and the Firth of Forth on :l‘ﬁfﬁt—(\ ’
evening during the fishing seazon.  All along the coast, where at
other times the indolent habits of the fishermen are prowinently .
seen, ‘everything now evinees life, encrgy, and activity.

Hundreds of brown-sailed boats go out from some of the
harbours at once, the place resounding with the loud but good-
humoured greetings and jokes, {rom one boat to another, as they
pazs with all speed of sail and oar to the herring-grounds, ench
eager to be the frst to reach the place so as to have choice of
station.” A gentle breeze takes them merrily out, and their nets
are cast and fixed, buoyed up by their large round floats, or
by what are much used in some places, prepared dog-skins—
a most unworthy fate for so noble an animal. To make these
floats they cut off the head, and take the whole body out ot
the aperture, leaving the skin otherwise entire. It is then
drészed and tarred over.  The neck is slopped up by a wooden
plug made to fit if, and the skin having been thus rendered
water-tight is filled with air, legs and 21l So that the float
consists of the entire dog-skin minus his head.  Blown up and

extended as it is, and black with tar, it is about as ugly bul as
serviceable a float as can well e imagined,
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The herring-nets being Iaid, the wen, if the shoals do not
appear to be on tie move, 3ok to work to fishi with hook amd line
for cod, halibmd, vte., of which they frequently eateh great num-
bers ; carning in this way o considerable addition to their wages,

“Warned, Twwever, by tho ervies and activity of the sea-bivds, and
by other well-understood signs, all ab once they take up their
lines, in order to attend to the main object of their fishing, and
in a few minutes you gee every boaf hawling up the herrings
which hang in the meshes of the nets, and glanee like pieces of
burnished silver as they break the surfoce of the water. Some-
times the dog-fish do great mischicf, biting the herrings in lwo,
andl tearing the nets.  When, however, all goes well, the nets
are soon hauled in, anmd the fish dizentangled from them as
quickly as possible, and in a surprisingly short space of time all
fagnade ready for another dranght,

Sea-birds innumerable attend on the herring-boats, finding it
enzier to pick up tho dead fish, whether whole or in picces,
which fall into the water, than to dive after the living ones
The larger gulls eat immense quantitics. 1 was assured that a
black-backdd gull has been seen to swallow five goodly-sized
herrings in rapid succession. He was then so utterly gorged
and unable to move that he was canght.  All these flocks of
birde enliven the scene—some, like the mannets, dashing dewn
from a height into the calm water, and almost invariably cateh-
ing a berring ; others diving and attacking the shoals far down
beneath tho surface ; while the gulls for the most part feed on
the maimed and broken fish. Every bird, too, seems to be try-
ing to scream louder than the rest, and such a Babel-like mixture
of sounds can searcely be heard anywhere else.  Altogether it is
a most interesting and animated scene, and to see it in perfeetion
it is well worth while to take the trouble of passing a night ina
herring-boat instead of in one's bed. In fuet, I can truly assert
that two nights spent many years ago in herring fishing haye
kept an honoured place in my memory, and are looked buck to

* as among the most amusing of my out-door adventures.
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A different mode of pursuing this fish is resorted to when the
shonls take to the lochs or salt-waler inlets on the west econst,
The seene is then one of singular interest and beauty.  The fishe
ing is eavried on in what looks like a ealw frosh-water lake, wind-
ing far up into the mountaing, which, overhanging the water, ccho
back with startling distinctness every sound that is uttered on
its smoath surface.  The picturesque rocks of the shore, in spots
richly wooded, overhanging the deep water of the bay, and the
gray mountain slopes above these, add a beauty to the scone
which is an unexpected and unusual aceompaniment to sea-fishing,
Hundreds of boats are actively employed in every direction ;
whilst lavger vessels lie waiting to get their cargo of fish com-
plete, and then stand out from the bay, winding round its
numerous headlands until they can take advantage of a steady
wind, blowing from some ome cerfain point, instead of
two or three at once, as mountain winds are wont to do. In
addition to these vessels, which are bound for Liverpool, Dublin,
London, or clsewhere, there is the Government eruiser, distin-
guishable at once by its symmetry and neatness, lying near the .
mouth of the loch, with its tall mast and long yards, keeping
order amongst the thousands of men who are all rivals in the
same pursuit, and all eager for the best places, or what they
consider as such, When she fives her morning and evening
gon, or makes any other signal, the echo is repeated again and
again loud and distinet, and then dies away with a rumbling
noise like far-off thunder up some distant glem. The deer
feeding on the grassy burns of the corrie hear it, and lifting ®
their heads, listen intently to the strange sound, until, having
made up their mind that it is not a matter that concerns them,
they resume their grazing, only listening with increased watch-
fulness for évery noise.

As the risks and expenses of carrying on the herring fishings
are large, so are the gains considerable, if the season is favour-
able and the fishing lucky.

It would be a very great assistance and cause of safety to the *
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seanen on our northern and most frequented fishing stations had
they the advantage of a fow small steamboats, or tugs, such gs
pwveEee in numbers issuing outb of the Tyne and other rivers of
England grappling with great black colliers amd traders several
times as bl as themselves, and eaveying them off (us o black
emmet does o blue-bottle fly) in spite of wind and {ilde®
Une small steam-tug eould tow a line, a perfoct Alexandrine
line, of herring boats to and from their fishing stations : and in
the event of an approaching storm, a change of wind, or oiler
dangers, they would be of the greatest use in bringing liome the
boats and nets, under cireumstances in which, at present, much
danger and much loss of life and property are sustained.
There s a general cmigration from mony of the western sta-
\_ tions as soon as the herring season is over.  Men, binds, beasts,
Tals, among Lhe rest, all desert them,  OF birds the number
is very great : having assembled to feed on the vefuse of the
herrings, particularly at the euring stations, they now depart in
all directions ; whilst the rats lhave oceasionally been seen
migrating in large numbers from Wick and other places, and dis-
tributing themselves through the country, in order to change
the fish diet, which they have for so many weeks luxuriated
on, for a vegetable one. On the east coast, where the agri-
cultural population is numerous, the refuse of the herrings
is used in great quantitics as manure, and being laid out
in large heaps on the fields preparatory to being mixed with
otfier substances, poisons the air, and attracts great numbers of
*sea-gulls, who appear very willing to exchange fresh fish for
that which is half rotten ; but a sea-gull has a most convenient
and unfastidious appetite, thriving on anything that cames in
his way.
The inhabitants, at least the males, of fishing villages are an
indolent-looking ruce, going about all their land oceupations in a

"'\,\s}luw and lazy manner, and being for the most part remarkably

NS Retter still, perhaps, if decked boats could be substituted for the open
bodts of onr fisling villsges —FEn.
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ignorant.  Bub we should bear in mind that they spend theie
mights at sea in loborious ond fatigning cocupation, exposed Lo
cold and wet, and that it is only during their intervals of vest
that we see them, when they are lounging about half asleep, llll*l,zi-\
leaving to their wives the business of preparing their lines and
selling the fish,

Tho eoiling of a long line, with about three hundred hooks
om it, is & mystery lo the unpractised and uninitinted. Each
haddock boat takes out coiled lines with from two to three thou-
gand baited hooks upon them ; and yet so perfeeily and skilfully
are they arranged that they never cateh or entangle, but run out
will as great cerlainty and caso as o ship's cable.

The haddock fishing on the coast is carried on in smaller
boats than the herring fishing; each boat has, however, more i
hands on board, required partly for rowing, and partly 1‘01‘-\!'6‘1\4\.._
ing these long lines,

The boats frequently Tun I'urt} or fifty miles to set their had-
dock und cod lines ; going from Nairn and the adjacent fishing
villages over to Wick, where they are almost always sure of a
plentiful supply of fish. 1

Trawling for flat fish has nok yeb been tried here to any ex-
tent, but I have no doubt that it would be a moest profitable and
useful specnlation. At present we get no soles, but ocensionally
some turbot are caught @ for these, however, the demand is con-
fined to a few of the neighbouring gentry ; and consequently
this kind of fishing is not mueh practised. A boat's crew does
oceasionally go out to fish for turbot, using a very simple and®
small kind of hang-net, and generally brings home a good
supply.

Looking at the state of DBritish sea- ﬁs]mrms in general, it
appears to me undeniable that the advantage derived from this
great and inexhanstible source of wealth is as nothing compared
to what it might and ought to be. It is true that of late yeats_ -
some enterprising individuals have done, and are deing, & great
deal towards improving this branch of commerce ; and the
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speculations recently entered into for the more regular and more
abundant supply of the southern markets will doubiless lead to
| Smote extensive competition ad to improved methods of fishing ;
but Government might, 1 conceive, greatly promote this impor-
tant brauch of national industry by regulating the size and eon-
struction of the boats, which are often most mizerably inefficient,
encouraging the fishermen in every possible manner, :l.!]'l.'ll.'l.iin'n’
them the protection and sssistance of large vessels and stemmers
at different points, during the busicst times of the fishing
season, advancing money for tackle, boats, ete, to Le re-
paid gradually by the fishermen, and also by having surveys
made and soundings taken off wany parts of the econst, in order
i to find out the Lanks and feeding-places of the cod and other
Nlarge fish. The Dogger Bank and all the principal fishing
r'%rﬁhda have been discovered by chanee; and it eanmot be
doubted that were a careful survey made, many other equally
prolific localities would be found.

The fishermen would at onee know, were they provided with
charts of the different depths, ete., of the sea, where the best
spots would be for fishing, according to the nature of the bot-
tom, the enrrents, tides, ete. DBut they are quite unable to make
these observations themselves, from want of proper boats and
other appliances ; nor can a simple fisherman afford to spend
weeks or days of fine weather in taking soundings and making
systematic series of experiments ; and hence it iz, as I said before,
our best fishing banks have been found out by ehance,

In short, our fisheries, by eareful attention on the pat of
Government and by a very moderate outlay of public money,
might be made the source of food and employment for {thousamds
and tens of theusands more of our suffering population than are at
present supported by them. The seas which surround our consts
contain an inexbaustible supply of wholesome and nutritions

~190d, and nothing is required to render it largely available to
U but a more efficient, systematie, and well-regulated mode of

ocuring it. L
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July 19 (1851).—At Covesea w fresh pair of peregrines have
taken up their abode in the rocks sinee I shot the two in April.

July 20 (1840),—1 find collectors very vager to get hold Du
the female ptanmigan with her yellow plumage.  The neares <
abode of the ptarmigan (Legepus allus) is on Denrinnes, No
other hills in this immediote neighbourhood are of sofficient™
]wig]-n. for this lover of the mist. In winter the ptarmizan is of
a pure white, with the exeeption of o small black mark between
the bill and the eve. The tail also is black. In spring the
female is of a yellowish brown eolouy, marked with geay and =~
black, while the male is more of o gray slate or lichen colour
In the autumnn, and till cold weather comes on, both male and
fewale take™this same gray colour, so very much resembling the |
lichen-covered stones on which they are found as to make it very
difficult to distinguish them, The plarmigan seems never to
descend from the summits of the mountaing, and is neyver found
in heather, keeping always to the loose stony tracts which
are found above all vegetable growth, with the exeception of
the plants and mosses that ean exist 3000 feet above the level
of the sea in this country. Tt is very diffienlt to find the oora
of the ptarmigan.  Dwing the time when they are to be found
the swmmits of the mwountaing are so generally covered with
wisk and rain thot very few are really put into the hands of
collectors, who are in ninetecn ecases oub of twenty cheated
with the eges of grouse instead of those of plarmigan. In-
deed the egzs are so much alike that it is vory diffienlt if m:rt.‘
impossible to distinguish one from the other.  In the fow which
I have taken with my own hands, I have fancied that the
general shade is not quite so bright as in the grouse cgg, but al
the same time, in a lot of grouse amd plarmigan eggs mixed to-
gether, it would be impossible to separate with certainty the one
from the other, many would be so much alike thai the most ex-
perienced  person might fail in knowing which was a gmﬁge_v;—
and which was & ptarmigan ege.  The nestis placed in a crevie
amongst the loose stones, and sometimes under a projecting slab
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of rock:  The fox amld the eagle are the prineipal enemies of the
plarmigan, and where these animals are destroved they will

l'lluii;]{]}' inerease.  On fine days they ave very lame and easily
killed ; on wet ond vough days, however, they are wild, and take
long flights, frequently from one swmmit of the mountain to
“anether.  Iu severe weather they often burvow under the snow
to get shelter, and also to find theiv scanty food. The greatest
destruction made amongst ptarmigan is when the shepherds
first put their Hocks to the tops of the hills, which is generally
done about the time when the young birds most easily fall a
prey to the dogs.

July 26 (1853}, —In Pluscarden Wood T found a woodeock's
nest with three eggs, at the foot of & tree.  The forédter told me

k:]ad flushed the old bird off it seven days back.  She appearéil

~=hot £ have returned.  Aboub two hundred yards from the place,
I shot an old woodeock in the act of earrying off o young one,
rather larger than a snipe.  They were in a high dry part of the
wood, far from any marshy or wet ground.

July 27.—My retviever brought to me, while looking for
ducks in-Spynie, a water-rail aboul two or three days' old ; the
old one following the dog, and uttering eries of alarm and angor,
He also canght and brought an old coof with its guill feathers all
out, 50 that it could not fly. The dozr always kills an old coot,
though he does not hurt a wild duck in the least, I suppose.
that the reason is, that the coot scratches him severely with her
Eharp elaws.

Among the available products of the sandy crecks and bays
on this coast arc immense quantitics of exeellent flounders.
Thesa fish come in with every tide, and though the great bulk
of them return to the deep water, nuwmbers remain in the
pools which are formed ot low water upon the sands. We
oeeasionally drag some of these pools with a small trout-net, and

Tdte sure to eateh a large quantity of these fish in one or two
hﬂlll%. The flonnders arve of two kinds, the gray-backed Aounder,
and a larger sort which has red spots.  The latter, however, is a
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far inferior fish, the flesh being soft and flably., Notwithstanding
the abundaner and exeellence of the foundevs, left, a8 16 were,
for any person to piek up, with searcely any exertion, the nuuni;i’_L
people very seldom take the frouble toeateh them, exeepling
now and then by the line, in a lazy, ineflicient way.

July 27.—The Dunrobin keeper has just written to me that
he has killed a very fine hoopoe in the middle of Golspie. I
have never geen it in this country.

In the woods near Loch Bannoch T saw a great many red-
slarts, sisking, crossbills, and ved-pole,

The lesser red-pole (Fringilla naric) iz a very small but

intoresting specics of linnet. Some specimens seem scarcely J
larger than"the golden-erested wron,  The forehead is of & dark s
v 3 the breast, throat, and rump are, in old males, of a cn%ﬁl}i

colour ; the baek is brown, the feathers all edged with a lighter . -

colonr ; the erown of the hiead is carmine ; the bill is vellowish,

tipped with brown ; the tail is dusky brown, and much forked, |
These are the leading marks of the male ; but the plomage of
different specimens varies very much, The female is far less
bricht in her colours. The red-pole breeds here not uncom-
monly. The nest is generally placed ab the junction of & branch
to ihe stom of a tree. It is made of grass and moss, interwoven
with wool and lichens. The lining is warm, and consisis of
feathers, hair, ete.  The eggs are bluish white, slighily spotted
with red brown. The red-pole is easily eaught with bird-lime,
and very soon huolcmma tame and familiar, and apparently attached,
to its prison. I have more than onee allowed them to fly out of
the window, Ieaving it open for their return, and they have always |
come back to their cage, after taking a wander about the garden.

In winter the red-poles collect in large focks, either feeding on

the weeds by the road or ditch side, or on the seeds of the birch

or alder, hanging on the twigs like tomtits in all sorts of attitudes,

and so oceupied with extracting the seeds from their coveringy

that they may be canght by means of a horse-hair noose placed ofy

the end of a stick. It iz mther a matter of discussion whether
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this bird, and a variety ealled the mealy red-pole by binl eateliers
{Fringilla Borealis), is the same specics. 1 have, however, no
doubt of their being quite distinet.  The *mealy red-pole” is
considerably lavger, and has a peenliar * mealy ™ look about its
plumage, whicl appears a= if the bivd had been sprinkled over
with flour. T have seen it also only in small companies of from
two to six. It feeds like the lesser red-pole on alder and other
seeds, but, as far as my observation goes, does not hang upon the
branches, and put itself into the same towtit-like attitudes as
the latter bind. - Tt is much more rarely seen, and I have not
hisd many opportunities of closely comparing the two birds.
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Jury, although not a month during which the sportsman
finds much employment for his gun, is still to me a most in-
teresting season.  Every day that I wallkh by the lochs and
swamps I see fresh arrivals in the shape of broods and flocks of
young teal and wild ducks, and this year there are numbers of |
ﬁﬁchﬂrﬁs swimmming about in compact companies, Guﬂiﬁiulﬂy‘\
too, when 1 am walking near the covers, an old roe, aceompanied

by her two large-eved fawns, bounds out of =ome clump of juniper

or brambles ; and after standing for a short time to take a good
look at me, springs into the wood and is soon lost to view: or

an old solitary buek, driven by the midges from thyg damp shades

of the woods, startles me by his sudden appearance near the {
loch side, springing over the furze and broom, on his way back

1

e TSR

to the more extensive covers,

The roe have a singular habit of chasing each other in regu-
lar cireles round partieular trees in the woods, cutiing o deep
cireular path in the ground. T never could make out the object
of this manwayre, but the state of the ground proves that the
animals must have ron round and round the tree for hours to-
gether.

Tormented by midges and ticks, the bueks often wander rest-
lessly through the woods at this season, uttering their bark-like
r_-r:.f"; 20 like indeed 18 this sound to the bark of a dog, that it
ofton deceives an unaccustomed ear,  Of all torments produced
by insects'T ean conceive nothing much worse than the attacky™" ]
carried on by the myriads of midges which swarm towards ex’e;{
ing in the woods, partienlarly where the soil is at all damp.
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For a time the smoke of a cigar or pipw protects one ;3 but no

X . human skin can long endure the inexprossible irritation pro-
] dueed by these inseets,®

'.j J. This month is not, generally speaking, favourablo to tlie

i angler.  Salmon seém in most rivers to have given up toving,

e and the trout follow their example. Indeed the rivers are at

b o thiz period very subject to great changes, being one day bright,

; ' clear, and very low ; and perhaps the next flooded over bank

and brag by some sudden and tremendons thunderstorm in the
higher grounds, which renders the water thick and turbid. The
Findhorn is pecaliarly subject to these rapid changes, flowing as
it does for a great part of its conrze through a mountainous, un-
" : drained, and uneultivated country, surrounded by lofty and
rugged heights, from the clefis of which innumerable”streams
scend into the valley of the Findhorn, This river, on any
|. sudden and violent storm of rain, rises someiimes almost
instantaneonsly ; and what a fow minutes Lefore was a bright
clear stream, fordable at all the shallower places, suddenly
becomes a turbid swollen torrent, which neither man nor
F horse can crdss, In those parts of the river where the channel
i is narrow and confined between steep and overhanging rocks,
| these sudden risings take place more rapidly than in the
lower parts near the sea, where the river has room to spread

Iq itself out.
N One day towards the end of the month T went with my two
. boys and a servant {o shoot rabbits on the island formed by the
' ® junction of the Findhorn and another stream near the sea, The
i river was 0 low, in consequence of long-continued dry weather,
that we erossed it on foot at a shallow where the water did not

* 1 believe," said Hope, “it is the speediest mode of inflieting deatl on
any inseet, and 1 know that to b w drop (of turpentine) on your cars anl
brow is n way of giving comfort to man, if it gives denth to insects, Many

- nlirother of the angle hus confessed this to me 3 when T have given him n
[ drop from my bottle, and shewn him that rubbing it on his face will pro-
tect him from these Tittle animals, the midges, " — Life 40 Normandy,
val i, p, 79,
L1}
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reach o our knees.  The day was Doty sl the air heavy and
oppressive 3 and although we had not had & drop o rain, we

heard distant thunder during the whole morning, and. saw
heavy black clowds hanging in the west, over the mouutains

through which the viver runs, After idling aboub some lime
and shooting a fow rabbits we went towards a small cottage
built on the highesé part of the island, to speak to the people
who inhabited it. Whilst standing close to the door, we heard
a sudden seream from a woman at work in the little plot of
garden, and looking round we at onee saw the cause,  The river,
as the woman emphatically expressed ity was “coming dowen.”
Ovor o wide space of sand and shingle, interspersed wilh patehes
of broom and furze, where a few momenis Lefore we had Deen

hunting rabbits, there now came rushing down a wall of muddy i‘

water, carrying with it twf, stones, and trees, rolling over-umi
over, and uprooting every bush which opposed it.  Several of the
trees must have come some miles down the river, being large
Seoteh firs, with their ranches, stem, and roots, the roots some-
times still carrying in their twisted fibres great masses of the
rocks on which they had grown, The water was Soming down
like a wall several feet high, sweeping everything before if;
and in far less Hime than I have taken to deseribe i, we were
gurrounded on all sides with its dark boiling torrent. Inde-
pendently of the risk of being crushed to death by the floating
and rolling trees, its rapidity wos so great that $he strongest
swimmer could not have crossed i,

On came the flood, narrowing our litile island every instant, *

by undermining and washing away the bank on which the eot-
tage stood. Nevertheless, I anticipated no more inconvenience
than perhaps having to pass the night where we were: for the
building had steod all the torrents of the Findhorn since the
great flood of 1829, although its inhabitants had more than once

several days together, But the water was aleeady higher than it

heen ent off frdm any communication with the mainland f::r?/

had ever boen sinee that flood, and the women of the honse
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were weeping in despair, theiv terrors being mgmented by o
{ propheey which had lately been uttered by an old g in the
l neighbourhosd, to the eflect that all the comntry within six miles
of the coust should Lo swallowed up by floods during the last
week of this very July. 8o strong an effect had this prediction
o the minds of the peopls, that almost all the Highlanders
who had como down to the const, according to their costom, for
the herring fishing, had returmed homewards without putiing
their foot in a boat, to the creal loss-and inconvenience of {he
owners of the boats and nets, who had reckoned on the nsual
asststance of these men, It happoned that floods of a most
mischievous and unusnal extent had taken place at the very
i time this woman had foretold.
\\ For my own part, I felt chiefly annoved at the alarm our
~—~itizance would oceasion at hoine, as it was alveady evening, and
we had no means of making signals or of sending word where we
were, it being quite impossible to cross the river at any point,

The water still rose, and continued to do so for half an hoar
longer, was hing away our standing-place slowly but constantly
On ]ﬂl}]d!l” round I could not bub feel mest grateful that we
had not been overtaken by it before we reached this part of the
island. Had we been in many of the places over which we liad
20 lately passed, we must have been swepl away at the fiest rise
of the river, or, at best, have had to wade and seramble, ot the
rick of our lives, to some elevated point of land.

While standing near the house we saw two or three Loats
belonging to the fereyman and the salmon-fishers whirl past us.
The flood having come on withont the least warning, their
owners had had no time to sccure them. The rise, as I have
said, continued for about half an hour, then suddenly it stopped,
; and in a few minutes the water began visibly to fall. Before
long it fell more quickly, but still in no proportion to the
~rapidity with which it had risen.  After it had been sinking
somewhat above an hour, the tops of furze bushes began to
ppear above the waler, and sonn afterwards we saw n boat
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belonging to the salmon-ishers, wellamanned, and assisted by a

rope held on the shore, coming down to a cottage a quarter of o i
mile above us,  The main stream of the river was etill quite /l\
impracticable; but this Loat was coming down an old elamnel

which was generally dry. By firing ofl my gun several times §
eanght the attention of the erew ; and T was quite cerlain that

they would know who it was that wanted help, and would eome

to us if possible.  When the torrent had become somewhat less
violent they came down, whirling through the flood to where we

were.  They took us on board, and by dint of skilful and strong
rowing, and help from the rope held by these on shore, we were

at length landed in a field, wot across the real channel of the

river, but across the flooded land on the other side of us, where

the foree of the water was less violent.. Although I have lLeen !

in a good many situations of - dmnger by water, I never fu}'l.-‘,'s'b"‘\\
helpless as whilst we were dashing about at the mercy ol the
torrent, over bushes, banks, and stranded trees below, any one

of which, eoming in contact, must have staved in or turned over

our little boat, and then all chanee of escape would have been

out of the question. IHowever, we landed safely, and although

we were not above a quarter of a mile from my house, we had

to walk round by the chain-bridge, a distance of five miles. We

ot home soon after dark, and before our absence had eaused any

alarm,  With us the rain did not begin till the evening, but

we afterwards heard that, further fo the west, it had mined in
torrents for many hours during the morning, aceompanied Ly a

most terrific thunderstorm, and that a great deal of damage had * |
been deme by the overflowing of different streams, which Thad

broken up several bridges, and injured a great extent of Jand.

A poor woman who happened to be wading the river n mile

above us, at a place where it is divided into several streams, was

caught in one of them, and alithough she managed to get upon

a high bank, the flood soon reached her, and she was kept o
prisoner, standing in the water, which at one time reached to
her middle, till the fishernmen heard her cries, and suceceded i
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resening her. Mad we been in any one of several spots where
we fished almost every day, nolhing conld have saved our lives,

A singular instance of preservation from a similar danger
happened during this same fQood, but on a different river, On
perceiving that the water was rising, a young man hurried neross
a shallow part to an island, on which were a fow gheep grazing,
intending to bring them across to the mainland before the flood
hil attained any serious height, 1le was, however, out in his
reckoning ; for ho had searcely set foot on the island when the
river became so swollen that it was quite impossible for him to
return. The flood soon eovered the islamd, and the man had
great difliculty to keep his footing, being up to his waist in
water.  To add to his danger, great picees of timber and floating

o lrees came sweeping past, any one of which, had it struck him,
_—~rwould have at onee dashed him off the island, Several people

who were on the shore, although so near, could do nothing to
assist him.  Presently the flood brought down, right upon the
island, a gigantic tree, with all its rools and branches, and it
seemed certain that he must be swept away at onee, e was
given up by all the spectators, and they turned away their eyes,
not daring to lock at this end of the scene, However, the very
moment when the danger scemed the greatest, was that of his
deliverance ; for the tree, in consequence of its great size and
weight, grounded when within a yard of the man, and remained
fixed. He managed to scramble on to its branches, and fo
maintain hiz position until the waters sulisided,

What becomes of the trout during these sudden floods it is
not easy fo say, unless, warned by instinct of the npp]'naehing
danger, they retire to the deep holes and recesses under the
banks, where the foree of the water cannot reach them. Tt is
very seldom that, on the receding of a flood, fish are found on
the land, though certainly it occasionally happens that they are

~bewildered, and are either left high and dry or in the small
pools at the sides of the river.  When, also, the same canse that
1as made the stream overflow has filled the water with clay and
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divt, the trout become sick and wealk, and are unable to contend
with a foree of current which they could easily have withstood

in cloar water,
As the Nood deereases both tront and cels take Lo all lli"/&_

cddies and corners 1o feed on the numerous worms and grabs
which are washed off the banks und fields into the water.

Vory fow bitds and, comparatively speaking, few even of land
snimals, fall vietims to Hoods.  The mbbits manage to cimbup
into the highest furze bushes, or even into the branches of frees,
wid it 35 very seldom that any bivds wake their nests within reach
of this danger.  In the sone manner that terns and other bivds
who lay their cggs on the sea-shore seein fo have an instinet
which teacles them the exact line to which the highest spring-
tides ever reach, so do the lod bivds aveid building their nests
in places to which the land floods ever ascend. *-"“-\

Let me wind up my notes of this bright summer month with
s word or two of the gulls that now brighten air, earth, and water.

The common gull (Larus eanns) is about seventeen or eighteen
inches in length 5 the bill is a pale yellowish green ; the irides
are hazel ; the ﬂ}'elilj iz of @ ved colour : the 111!.111,'}1:“:1: of the
ueck, and cheeks, are white, with gray spots or streaks; the
lower parts, the rump and the tail, ave all white ; the upper
parts of back and wings are pale blue gray ; the quill feathers
are black ; tho two first have a large white spot near the tip,
the rest ape tipped white ; the legs are pale gray, inclined to
ureen. 1t breeds on rocks near the sea coast. - The eggs ave
dark alive brown, spotted with darker brown, The young ave
two years in arriving at their full plumage.  Like the other gulls
it feeds partly on the sca-shore and partly on the land—where it
picks up woris, grubs, ete,, in the ploughed fields.  In deserib-
ing this and all other mulls, it is 'i.'l|!|£'|u;=ﬁi_i_‘||_|'| to do mwore than

eseribe an adult specimen, giving such marks
ilentify the bird. All gulls differ much ot difterent seazons of.
the year, and ab different ages, both in their plumage and also
i the eolony of their feet, logs, bill, and irides. 1 shot a ver)

i Ay gerve 1o
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beantiful little goll, not quite small enough for “minutus,”
being neavly thivteen inehes in length, but muel smaller than
Wy black-headed pull, 1 supposD, however, that it 15 a very
small specimen of the latter.  The fields are literally covered
with gulls of all sorts and ages

The kittiwalke
common gull.  The head, neck, and under parts are white, the
back and upper parts of the wings are pale blue or ash colour ;
the wings are tipped with black ; the tail is white ; the bill is
greenish yellow ; the legs dingy brown, with a slightly greenish

gull (ftizsa fof firedyplee) is about the sivo of the

shade ; the hind toe is very small 3 the irvides arve dark brown.
In winter the top of the head is pale ash colour, and the sides of
the head are slightly streaked. ‘The kittiwake breeds on the
rocky elifls of this sea-const. I mever, however, found it breed-
mg in this immedinte neighbourhood, thouzh the birds are to be
scen eommonly during most of the year. The egg is (according
to Jennings) * stone-coloured, thickly spotted with ash gray, and
two shades of light brown.” The sea-gull deseribed in Bewick
as * the tarroch,” is the young of the kittiwale,

The Arctic skua or black-toed gull (Slercoraring pavasiticns)
is mot uncommon on the coast, though never scen in flocks, but
almost always in pairs. Its habits are peenliar: while all the
other gulls ave busy searching for food and satisfying their
hunger, the black-toed gull sits quietly and apparently paying no
attention to the busy flocks.  As soon, however, as a gull, how-
ever large, has picked up and swallowed any large substance, the
black-toed gull launches himself into the aiy, and pursues the
bird on which he has fixed lLis eye. ‘The latter screams and
wheels swiftly in every divection to escape his pursner, but in
vain ; every effort to avoid him is froitless, and to escape farther
persecution the gull brings up and ejects the coveted morsel,
which the skua catches and swallows belore it reaches the sea or
ground over which they are flying,  In this manner the robber
males his living, apparently never hunting for himself, but com-
pelling the other gulls to give up the fruits of their indusiry.
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Though smaller than many other gulls, this is o compaetly mad
and active bind, with a flight mueh resembling that of o hawl ;
the bill is of a blue black or lead eolour ; the nostrils ave ploced
nearer to the tip than fo the basgo; the legs and toes are of the
st colonr ; the webs are nearly black, but more or less varie.

gated with white ; the whole plumage is of a very dark black

brown., Some specimens are, howeyver, slishily marked with
dingy white about the sides of the head, and also on the lower
parts ; the two middle feathers of the tail are longer than ihe
rest; it mever beeeds in thiz part of the country,  In My, Jenyns'
book this bivd is deseribed as * Richardson’s skua ;" Dewick calls
it the * Llack-toed gull.”

The nesting-places of sea-gulls and some other kinds of

;
water-fowl are curions things to see.  The eonstaut going to HH

fro, the screaming and wheeling about of the old birds, and the -
apparent confusion, are perfectly wonderful. The confusion is,
however, only apparent., Each guillemot and cach razor-hill
amongst the eountless thousands flies straight to her own single »

e, J'L-g:er.-'.ﬂ of the crowds of other birvds, and 1I]i‘fII(‘Eei‘|.'L'i] by
the wyriads of eows which sarround her. 8o, alzo, in the
breeding-places of the black-headed and other gulls, every bind
watches over and ecares for her own nest—though the numbers
are so great, and the tumult so excessive, that it is difficult to
coneeive how each gull ean distinguish her own spotied eggs,
placed in the midst ol =0 many others, exactly similar in size,
shape, and colour ; and when at length the young are hatched,
and are swimming about on the loch, or erowded together on
gome orassy point, the old birds, as they come home from o
distance with food, ily rapidly amidst thousands of young oncs,
exactly similar to their own, without even looking at them, nutil
they find their own offspring, who, recognising their porents
amongst all the other birds, receive the morsel, without any of
the other hungry litHe creatures around attempling to dispute

the prize, each waiting patiently for its own' parent, in perfiect
contfidence that its turn will come in due seaszon.
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The common guillemot (L7ia frodle) has no breeding place
on the Moray coast, bub is comumon enough in the Firth, At
the places where they breed the guillomots colleet in immense
numbers.  Each pair has but one cgg, which is of a very large
sizo in proportion to their body,  The colour of the cggs is very
vavied, but the general hue iz o green marked with irregular and
vecentrie lines and spots,  They build no nest, laying their single
ege on the bare rock, A connmunity of these birds in the breed-
ing séason is a most interesting sight.  Thonsands of them
crowd on every ledge of rock which can afford ile smallest
standing room ; and a constant flight secms to be kept up to
and from the sea. As a new comer arrives and wishes to settle
on the rock, there is a general murmur and jostling together of
rthose alveady provided with room, before he is admitted on to

cir ledge ; and {requently an outsider is pushed or shouldered
unceremoniously off the rock. Their food does nob so much
consist of fish as of amall bivalves, marine inseets, etc. The
upper plamage of the guillemot is of a scoty brown or black,
the lower part is white, There is cither a variety or a distinct
speciczof this Lirti, called thebridled Guillomot { Uria lachriymans),
exactly resembling the last-named speeies, exeepting that it hosa
curious white line dividing, as it were, the plumage of the head,
and extending from the eye along the check, T have killed this
bird in the Firth. The bill of the guillemot i= much compressed.

The black guillemot (Urie grylic) is not nearly so numerous
ag the lust-named species, and it is much smaller. The whole
“plumage is black, with the exception of o white band on cach
wing ; the bill is black, and the legs and feet very bright red.
The plumage at different ages and at different sensons varies con-
siderably.  Itis arround plump-looking bird, and has the peen-
liarity of swimming much higher in the water than most water-
fowl  This kind of guillemot lays two eggs, and places them in
a-crevice of the rocks, or under an overhanging ledge, instead of

1 the exposed situations chosen by the # foolish guillemot.”
The egy is of a light greenish white, much spotted with different
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shades of brown, 1 nover saw this bind lly at any heicht above
the water ; it seemns vather to fap or ran along the surfiee,. In
rough weather it sits frequently in some cave or sheltensd eorner
of the roeks, instead of riding fearlessly on the waves like other
birds of the kimd, It is not a very frequent visitor here, seem-
ing to remain in the more northern parts of the island.®

The razor-bill (Alee forda) breeds in the same localities as
the guillemot, but has its nest under shelves and in erevices of
the rock. The cop is large, more regularly oval than that of
the guillemot, and is of a fine bufl or eream colour, marked with
numerons lines and zpots of reddish and dark brown, The hill
of the bird is strong, and eurved at the point, It is marked
with a singular-looking white line, which passes {rom the eorner
of the eye to near the end of the mandible, and crosses the lm'.'erj
mandible, The upper plumage is black, with a narvow ]iﬁb’é\
white acrozs the wing. The lower parts are pure white, legs
and feet black ; the wings are long and pointed, reaching to the
tip of the tail  After very rough weather at sea, I have fre.
quently seen sevcral of these birds lying dead, and washed on
shore nmengst the sea-weed. g

The pullin (Fraterenle arefica) is a quaint and eurious-look-
ing little bind. It breeds in the same loealities as the gaille-
mot, razor-bill, ete, but places its egr in any convenient hole
under ground, or under the rocks, at a distance of o yard or so
from the surface. Woe to the fingers which pry incautiously
into these dwellings, as the puflin’s large and powerful bill
closes on them with the sharpness and spring of a rat trap”
This bird is but rarely seen far from its breeding-place, and
thougly very numerous in those places, is but a rare visitor along
our coazt.  The most striking peculiarity about -the bird, and
one that renders it unmistakeable, is its bill ; this i= at least an

* Mr. 2t John ds right inohis supposition,  The ** Tystie," s it is
there called, is ane of the mest eommoen birds i the sens about .‘-\'-Ilt*-tlu.nrf.'y’,’
Whalers and Aritic voyagers an familiar with it in far necth lltlim:'t{lfe
weader the name of the * Doveky, "=FEn,
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el and o hall deep ab the base, tho parl next to the head s
tine pale blue, the remaining halt 1o the fip is red or orange
eolour. The egg is dirty white, rough in the shell, but extremely
brittle and easily broken,

" During the herring seazon, or when auy shoals of small fish
frequent the eoast, the solan goose (Swla bussune) is not at all
uneownnon along our coasts.  From a very great distance the
aecustomed eye can distinguish the pure white plumage of the
bird, with no other colour visible excepting the black tips to the
wings, as with strong and rapid flight it sails to and fro at the
height of forty or fifky feet above the water ; sometimes suddenly
checking itself in the air, hovering motionless for a few seconds,
o anel then dropping like & stone into the water, rising quickly

again to the surface with a remarkally buoyant motion, much as

midder would, which had been foreibly drawn below the sur-
face and again suddenly allowed to vise.  The bird immediately
takes wing again and continues its hunting till, apparently
sutislied, it flies off and is lost to the eye. Seldom sceming
to rest on the water, the air seems fo be its native and proper
vlement, The gannet breeds on the Dass Rock in the Firth of
Forth, Ailsa Craig, and on other solitary and precipitous rocky
islamls. The bird is white, with the exception of the large wing
feathers, and a shade of bufl on the erown of the head, Tt has a
uaked skin round the eyes of a pale blue colour. The eyes them-
gelves are placed near the mouth, and looking divectly forward.

This, coupled with their pale yellow irides, gives the bird a
“very singular appearanee, The young birds are spotted all

over, ad are three years before they acquire the white plumage

of the adult,  The egg is white, willh a coarse chalky-looking
aliell.
The shag scarf ((fraculus Linweid).  Though very like the
vormorant, the shag is considerably swaller and of a glossy green
four, most of the feathers hiaving n darker -cﬂgm The tail lias
le sume worn and hard appesrance as= that of the cormorant.
The jrides are of the same pale green.  The lower parts of the
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plumage incline to brown, It has not the white marks which
distinguish the cormorant.  Tn summer the shag has a consider-
able erest. Tt is more constant to the salt water than the cor-
morant, and does not so mueh frequent the sireams and lakes
The ege is dirty white, rough snd coarse-looking. ‘
During the winter season the solan geese disappear from the 1
Bass Hock, going no one knows where, Their abiding places
are probably regulated more by the supply of food than by the
weather®
I am by no means of opinion that either herring, salmon, or

other so-called wigratory fish, leave our coasts during those i
seasons when they disappear, or raiher, T should say, when they
are not caught. T am more inclined to think that they always | :

continue in the same neizhbourhood, retiving only to the t.leplh:'-‘
of the ocean, where they rest quietly, safe from nets, instedd o
betaking themselves, as the general opinion is, to the other end

of the world.

* The fishermen say that when the birds have all Jefv the Bass they
oceasionally see them out at sea, off the coast.

The gaunets on the Dess, though still numerous enough to form o most
singular spectacle, are evidently decreasing in owmbers, umler the com-
bined efforss of mischieveus dllers shooting at them from bosts amd the
anmial mossacre of the young Birds in aufumo. 16 i within the mark to
sy thed froan fhese caouses there canmot e less than 2000 Linds destroyvsl
every vemr. It is ensy to sev that with o bird like the gannet, which only
lays n single ey, such o course must eventundly: ensise their entire destrue-
tion.

It 15 not always safe to presume upon the reported tamencss and gentle-
tess of these beantiful binds when breeding,  On visiting the roek on Junce
13, 1863, when the sea wons so ungsually enlm that we were able o push
the boat through the eave on the western face of the vock Gl daylight
wins wisible oo the enstern side, while Tooking up at the Lundreds of binds
sitting on their nests with their tails all pointed seawand, one of our party
tohl us o seene le had himself witnessal, A young man passing o cluster
of mests on the surfisce of the reck poked at o gravelooking gosling,
whaose Ll was enveloped in its osual Targe wig of dewn, the old Dinl—
pow gliding dewn the wall of vock to the sea and amon soaring higlrup
averhead —wade aswoop 4t the intradercs face, and, narrowly missing l\iﬂ
exe, canght L by the nose, aud gove him o lasting wemortal of his 1.-:5;/{
tu Bass.—FEn.
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A UG UST.

Dvrixa the fivst part of this menth the mountain-bred birds,
gueh as golden plover, dottvel, curlew, ole, are daily scen to
collect more and more in flocks on tho sea-shore or other places
whicl suit their habits. In the lower parts of the country the
dottrel iz now a very rave bird, and it is seldon that many of

“them ave killed, although they are so tame and easy of ap-
.'&Nﬁwch ns to have obtained for themselves the local name of the

i “foolish dottrel,” It is ome of the peenlinrities of this bird
that one pair only breeds on the same hill Whilst you
may see thousands of golden plover on a hill-side during the

breeding season, you will never find above one pair of dottrel
on each ridgé. The ring-dottrel and other shore birds become
at this season more numerous day by day. Many insectiverous
bivds, also, such as the white-throat, redstart, ete,, seem to draw
gradually towards the eastern coasts of the kingdom, as if in
readiness to depart, The wheatears almost entircly leave the
wild rocky mountains of the North, where they breed, and are
during this month caught in greal numbers on the Southdowns
*of Sussex.

The dotirel (Charadrivs morinellus) is o rare visitor, bub
may cecasionally be found, both in August, on its way from its
breeding quarters, and again in April. They refire to the highest
parts of the country to form their nests, choosing that part of
the ground which s covered with stone and shingle. The egg

i is light clive colour, with spots and blotches of a darker and
Wmmmr shade. It may be distinguished from other birds of
the kind by its totally different colouring.  In size it iz hetween
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the golden plover and ring-dottrel.  The evown of the head i
black ; the forehead white, spotted with brown ; over the eye is
a white stripe sloping downwands ; the eye itself s remarkably
full, bright, and black ; the upper parls of n brown n-lflgr_
shaded with a dull green or olive ; the throat is Jdall white ;
bolow this is o broad band of greenish brown, and next o
band of white, The lower pact of the breast is yellow brown or
orange colour ending in a blaclk band ; between this and the tail
is whitish. The tail itself is brownish at ihe voot, shaded off
into a darker colour nearly black, and tipped with white ; the
legs are greenish brown, This description is sufficiently exacl
to recognize the bird by, but different specimens vary wvery
much, The dottrel iz % remarkably plunp bird, and exeellent
eating. The feathers are in great request with fy dressers,

The ring-dottrel {-'f.ﬁrz:'a-'h'a'uﬁ' Riaticila),  This ‘llrt!ﬂ}"ﬁ i
bird is to be found with us all the year. In the winter they
wholly frequent the sands of the sea-shore, In the breeding
season they are sometimes found a few miles up the rivers, bui
more frequently they breed about ihe sandy banks near the sea,
and in retired places, sometimes elose to high-watel mark, They
build no nest, mercly scratching o swall hole sufficient to
contain their eggs, which, like those of all waders, ave four in
number. The eggs are of a pale bufl or stone colour, with' black
and ash-coloured spots ; the shell is of a very fine and polished
texture. The adult bird haz a clear black gorget, broad on the
breast, and narrow at the back of the neck ; the forchead is

black, and a black mark extends from the bill to the cheek,®

above this is a white streak passing through the eyve ; the erown
of the head and back are of a pale ash brown ; the lower paris
are pure white ; legs and feet are orange colour ; the bill is
black at the point and orange coloured at the base ; (he head 15
round like that of the golden plover, and the hill is short. The

young birds have not the black band, and their plumage-is
altogether much less bright and distinet.  They ron with uxt:‘-;';'/—

ordinary speed, and it is difficult to overtake even a young bird.
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Their ery is sweet and plaintive.  In the spring they ave very
restless, flying and hovering abioul in o very peenlinr manner
+ while determining on their nesting-place,  There s o small
l speeies of ving-dotivel (€ cwrondea) very much rescmbling the
Tnstnamed,  The bill is, howover, deseribed ns Leing quite blagk,
and the feet flosh coloured. It is alzo wuel smaller, ‘
The green-shank (Tofanus glottis) is a very elegaut species of
sandpiper. It is of a slonder shape, with Tong less of o greenish
colour ; the bill is from two 1o three inches long, and straight.
There is a white sireak passing through the eye, and the lower
pards are all pure white ; the tail, white barred with brown ; the
upper paris of the plumage are ash brown, the feathers darker
in the cenire than at the edges, the centres i:m-i:g a lkind of
" bronze or metallic shade. The ery of the green-shank is loud
peculiar, uttered when flushed from the side of some pool
or siream.  They are usually found single or in pairs, and feed
muech under the projecting banks of pools or ditches, and not so
much in the bare open gronnd as the red-shank and other similar
birds. It breeds but very rarely in the northern parts of
Sutherland. “The nest is very diffienlt to find, and the egg,
thereforeg is much - prized by collectors. It is of a pale clive
brown, with small spots of a darker shade. The shell is
smooth and delicate, looking more so, perhaps, than that of the
eze of any other similar bird.
The regularity of the appearance and {]isapp:eamnm of binds
in different distriets is one of the most striking and interesting
sparts of their history, and is o subject worthy of more attention
than it has hitherto received. It is well known to many sports-
men that woodeocks appear in certain woods, and even under
‘eertain holly bushes, or other favourite spots, on the same day
of the same month year after year; and in like mauner and with
equal punctuality, do numberless smaller birds, of less notoriety
: and of less consequence to the sportsman, make their annual
Witlingﬁ northwards or southwards, On referving o notes
which T have made during several years, T find that I have
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seen many migratory bieds Lov the fiesk time in each year, on
either the very samo day of the month or within one day of it.*

Even in the insect world the same punctuality in their i
change of abode iz kept up, and an observant urre’-ﬂf-:?ﬂ’rf;,l
entomologist will tell almost to o day when any particular moth
or butterfly will first appear.  The exelusiveness of some buttor-
flies as to their locality is a very striking peenliavity of this
inseet. You may, year aftor year, find a certain kind in great
numbers within a space of a hundred yards, but you may search
in vain for a single specimen over the whols surrounding country ;
although both as to planis and =eil it may seem ns favourable
for their production as the spot to whicl they confine them-
selves, T was told by o clever entomologist that I should find
any number of specimens of a parlicular butterfly, which I/
wanted to procure, in a certain stone quarry, or rather wherod
quarry had onee been, during the fivst and second week in
August, but ab no other time. My friend was pecfectly right.
Then and there, and then and there ouly, conld I find this par-
_ tieular butterfly,

At the beginning of Augnst I frequently find the erabs
which frequent the rocks left exposed at low water either just
about to change their shell or just after having changed it.
Nothing con be more curious than the manner in which thoy
conirive to draw their legs and claws out of their last year's
eovering, casting their entire shell perfeetly whele and unbroken.
I found the erabs about the rocks with their shells quite soft,
having cast their covering of the last year. On zome oceasions the
cast shell is found quite whole, even to the covering of the eyes
and horns.  On the 10th September 1848 [at Whitburn,
Northumberland] I found one in this state, the erab having
apparently only just finished the operation of exirncting itself,
#s it was lying in the creviee of the tocks close to the empty

* The late Lonl Tolland remarked that the nightingale was nle

hearl within three days of a cortain duy in the gnrden at Holland Flousg
{ think the dny was the 15th May.—C. L

-."’ oLy
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shell.  What is remarkable, the animal, immediately on having
east its shell, increases considerably in size.  In fact, the only
J time that the erab has to grow in, is just after casting, as ils
#kin commences immediately to harden into a new shell, and
this done, all inerense of size is impossible.  Defore easting,
the flesh of the crab scems to bo entively turned into a watery
substance enclosed in a tough skin, which enables it to draw
itself whole out of the shell.  Auy one who has seen a crab must
know how impossible it would be for the animal to drag its
elaws and legs through the small joints of these parts unless the
flesh were totally changed in size and substance. Altogether,
the power of a crab to cast its shell entire without breaking the
covering of g single limb is one of the most extraordinary things
\in nature.  Almost invar inbly a erab, while her shell is soff, is
‘)ﬁfélmte:l by & male erab, who temains with her, and, on the
approach of danger, covers her with his body and elaws, and dies
rather than leave his helpless charge.  Take him away, and put
him at a distance of several yards, and he will return immedi-
ately to protect the helpless female, TIn a few days, however;
the skin hardens into shell, and the crab no longer needs pro-
tection,

During the herring fishing it frequently happens that some
strange and rarely seen monster of the sea gets either entangled
in the nets or is cast upon the shore, while pursuing the
ghoals of smaller fish. Among others T have more than onee
, Feen & most hideous large-headed fish, whom the eountry people
* call sometimes “ the sea-devil,” somptimes “the sea-angel,” but
whose more regular cognomen is, T believe, “the sea-angler.”!
The first name he owes to his excessive rmd wicked-looking
uﬂlmcﬁ the second must have been given him ironically ;
whilst the third is derived from his reputed habit of attragt-
ing fish to their destroction by a very wily muse.  He burics
himzelf, it is said, in the sands by seraping a hole with his
bwo most unseemly and deformed-looking “hands,” which are
placed below what may be called his chin. Being in this way

I
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quite eoncealed, he allows some long worm-like appendages,
which grow from the top of his head, to wave and loat above
{he surface of the sand : fish, taking these for some kind of food,
are attracted to the spot, when the concealed monster by 8
sudden spring manages 1o engulph his vietims in the fearfully
wide cavity of his mouth, which is armed with Infndreds of
tceth sloping inwands, and as harnd anil sharp as necdles, so
that mothing which has once enfered it ecan escape.  So
rans the tale, the exact truth of which I am not prepared
to vouch for.”

August 4th—We canght a young woodeock full grown in
one of the woods mear here. A dog disturbed it in the cover ;
and it flew fluttering into the road, where it allowed itself to be

caught by the hand, althongh it was quite as large as an old :

bind, and its wings apparently fully feathered.

The woodcock (Seolapas ritsticol) breeds every season in the
worth of Scotland, not only in the large fir plantations, but also
in the smaller patches of bireh, ete., which fringe the shores of
many of the most northern lakes. That those bred in the
country migrate I have no doubt, as they all invariably disap-
pear for two or three months between swmmer and the first
frosts of winter.t

T have again, this year (1848), seen the old woodeocks carry-
ing their young down to the soft, marshy places to feed. Un-
fitted as their feet appear to be for grasping anything, the old
birds must have no slight labour in earrying their whole t':n.m]jr
(generally consisting of four] every evening to the nnrshf_q
and back again in the morning. They always return before
SUnrise,

Oeeasionally T have come upon a brood of young woodeocks
in a dark, quict, swampy part of the woods, near which they had
probably been bred. In a ease of this kind we may suppose

* A true encugh account of the angler, Lophius piscatorivs, —En, .’f

+ 1 doult this. 1 think there are plices where 1 conld find a cock
the autumn menths, —C. L.

d. R e B -~

e e e
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that the old Linds ave saved the troublo of conveying their young
to a distant feeding-place ; but as the young birds are [requontly
hatehed in long heather in dry sitnations, and far from any
~marshes, they would inevitably perish in the nest were they not
daily carried backwards and forwards by their parents. The
quantity of worms, required to sustain one of these birds, would
astonish those town-bred naturalists who gravely assert that the
woddeock “ lives on suetion.”

The nest is placed at the foot of a tree ina patch of long
heather, or indeed in any sheltered place ; most frequently in
the driest and densest parts of the woods, It is formed of dry
grass, leaves, ete., and is shallow, and made without much appa-

 rent care. The eggs are four in number, of a pale yellowish
L brown, blotched and spotted with reddish brown. They, how-
ever, vary much. As soon as the young are hatched, the ald
birds are obliged to carry them to the feeding-ground, which is
often at some distance. The young, though able to run imme-
diately, are tender helpless little things, and could by no means
seramble throngh the tangled heather and herbage which often
swrounds their nest, perhaps for many hundred yards.  If lopg
puzzled me how this portage was effected. That the old birds
carried their young I had long gince ascertained, having often
seen them in the months of April and May in the act of doing so,
as they flew towards nightfall from the woods down to the sWAImps
in the low grounds.  From elose observation, however, I found
«out that the old woodeock carries her young, even when larger
than a snipe, not in her elaws, which scem quite incapable of
holding up any weight, but by clasping the little bird tightly
between her thizhs, and so holding it tight towards her own
body. In the summer and spring evenings the woodcocks may
be scen so employed passing to and fro, and uitering a gentle
cry, on their way from the woods to {he marshes, They not ouly
arry their young to feed, but also if the brood js suddenly
me upon in the day-time, the old bird lifts up ene of her
ung, flies with it fifty or sixty yards, drops it quietly, and
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flies silently on,  The litile bird immediately runs a fow yards

ani then squats flat on the gronnd eunongst the dead lenves, or
! y |

whatover the ground 15 eovered with, The pavent 2oon 'I.'L'1.1'I!|Z'Il';”L\

to the rest of her brood, and if the danger still threatens hor
she lifts up and ecarries away ancther young bird in the

A

como manner. I saw this take place on the 18th May; the
young werd then lager than, or fully as lavge as, a snipe, [

have, however, seen young woodeocks nearly full grown at the
end of April, nd I have again scen the young ones about half

rrown at 26th of July, and at different intervals between.

[

have also seen ezgs of this bird at different times hetween March
and the end of July. The inferenee, therefore, iz, that the wood-

cock cither breeds twice in the season, or is very irreoular as to

her period of so doing.  The young birds are of a light reddish
brown colour, mottled and striped with darker brown. The ol
bird if surprised with her brood in the day-time appears 1o

act always in the same manner, and to earry off her young 1

o

safoty. Before breeding, the woodcocks fly very much about
the woods towards evening, ntiering two kinds of note, onea low

L=
cronking moize, and the other a kind of note resembling tw

o

shrill chirps repeated quickly after each other. Those birds

that are bred here migrate eatly in September. Although th

woods abound with woodeocks in the spring and sumumer,
during Seplember scarcely one remains. The mnext flights
appear towards the end of, or third week of Oetober, and  at
overy full moon fresh flights appear to come. Tor some time,,

till the frosts of winter begin to set in, wooideocks are ofte

1

found on the open hill, sometimes in turnip ficlds, rushes, ete.
Tut as winter advances they take to the woodls during the day-
time, flying to the swamps at night with a sharp rapid light,
sosembline that of a snipe. They are not fat till the nights

Their food consists of worms, of which they eat immense

wumbers.  The upper mandible overlaps, and is slightly long
than the lower one, which enables the bill to pass witho

are sufficiently long to afford them plenty of time to feed,

g
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obstruction wpidly into the ground,  On exominive the for-
mation this is very evident, The fumale is rther longer than
the male.  Woodeocks differ very much in size, in shipe of
their head, and in the length of the il Far more so, indeed,
than a easunl observer would suppose,

Angust 5 (1847)—A rare and singulady formed lish was
brovght to we to-day by the fishermen. 1t is called the “ Deal
lish,” or, locally, the “Saw-fish.” The latter name is very ox-
pressive of its shape and proportions, the fish being ab verticadly,
stead of) like a sole or flounder, horizontally,  Tho following
is the deseription of the fish, which I set down ab the tine :—

Length, 3 fiet 6 inelies

|3I.'E'IE|. 7 oineles,
1 Lirvatest th

i _ LUolonr, bri

lonygrth

ckiwss, Letween half and three quarters of nn ingch.

ilver, with one very thin erimson fin ranning the wlhiol
bk,

The tail v Ty Dmnspareit, |i|.|]""1].'li_=-\.'l|.., il of a brizhl crinmson.

A large flag ey

And a small I-|||-:|'.'||, which the fish had o pectliar power of l.-:-lll,g'.l.ﬂll_'_;

to a considerabile extent.

It had mlanaged to get hooked through the back, by a common
haddock-hook., T wished to have preserved the skin, as I be-
lieve that there aro not above one or bwo perfeet specimens
extunt ; but, unluckily, through a mistake the fish was de-
shroyed.®

Attgpiest 1280 —0n this (to so many people) dies memoralilis,
whilst shooting with a friend in Tnverness-shire, I found a few
old grouse lying dead, killed by the prevailing disease, which of
late vears has committed sueh havoe amongst these birds in
certain districts ; some which we killed were already attacked
by it Whenever this was the case we observed that the plun-
age of the hird was much altercd, having n red rusty appear-
ance instead of the fine rich colour eharacteristic of the grouse.

* The Dwal fish is the Buiieews avebicns or voegmeer, somolimes taken
odr the coasts of Oh k!'.'-}' il Shetl The fish Dwre deserilsad secing to
tue the Blade fish | Frichiunrs feplrria).— L.
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The feathers, oo, had an unnatural kind of dryness about e,
which gave the bind a bleacled, unhealthy look.®  To those grouse
which 1 opencd mysell the presence of the disease was indicated
by the liver being apparently rotten,

Whatever is the eause of this mortality, it is a matter 6f
some consequence to the proprictors of these districts where the
grouse-shootings let for as high or a higher rent than the sheep
pasturage ; for it can searcely bo expecled that sporismen will
continne paying at the rate they do for the right of shooting
over tracts of ground where the grouss are becowing almost
extinet, as is the case in several placcs. lnstead of sparing the
birds where they ave attacked by this epidemie, I should be
much more inclined to shoot down every grouse in the infected
parts of the hills; and T would continue to do {his as long as
any appearance of the disease remained. I would then give
them a year or two of rest aceording to the nwmbers and appiear-
ance of the binds. This scoms to me the most likely way to
checl the destruction caused by what the keepers call the
# opouse disesse.”  In some paris of the Highlands there were
scarcely any young birds seen in August, and theé old grouse
were picked up in dozens, dead on the heather,

I observed one peculiavity in the habits of the grouse in
1847, which was new to me. They were colleeted in large
focks on the 12ih of August in the fields of cals in the clevated
districts, which werc at that time wnripe and preen. In
every field near the moors there were large flocks of the old
birds busy in the midst of the corn; but they always took the
precantion to leave some sentrica outside, who stood perehied
on a piece of roek or an old wall, with their necks strotehed to
their utmosk height, on the look-oul for any approaching cnemy.
When the corn is ripe, and especially after it is eut and in
sheaves on the field, the grouse are very fond of it, and 6l their

* The readiest cutwand test of the disesss js the state of the leg
teatliers. o diseased birds the fur stockings are wanting, or IIJi-\l:I-'I'tI-!:i'
smirehed and worn—0C, 1,
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crops daily with oals, like so wany chickens, but before this
season I never saw them abtack the green and emply oats.
There was at this time a very unusual deficioney in the growth
and bloom of the heather, eansing sreat seavcity of the tender
shoots whiel form the prineipal food of the grouse ; and this
way have driven them to the new kind of food, to which they
appearcd to take very kindly,

It is in the oat-fields belonging to the small farmers and
others living near the grouse hills wliere the greatest liavoe is
comuitted amongst grouse by the poachers, for there thoy can
be canght with the greatest facility, in any number thai may be
required for the market ; and it is more difficnlt for keepers to
prevent this kind of ponching than any other, as it may De
carried on by gitls or children lato in the evening and carly in
fﬂ‘u, morning, the snares being removed during the day-time, or
on the appearance of a keeper, whose .:ppw.u:]t in this kind of
open country may be perceived from a saflicient distance to
enable the poacher to remove all {races of his proceedings.
Thousands of grouse arve killed in this manner for the London
and other markets,

This year (1848), on the very first day of the shooling, I
happened to be in a poulterer’s shop in a large town in Northwm-
berland, when a servant came in to buy a brace or two of  well-
kept qronse fit for dmmediole wee,” for his master : and a brace
was instanily handed to him from amongst a great number,
which looked as if they had been killed a week or ten days ; at
any rate they were nearly putrid, and according to wy taste fit
only to be flung away.  1f this system commences so long before
thie birds are legally saleable, wo may eazsily imagine what an -
mense number of grouse ave illegally destroyed during the whole
season, in =pite of all the expenses incurred to preserve them.

In my opinion this wholesale system of poaching might
casily Lo put a stop to by the progericfors of the land, whe, by
stringent eorecments with  their sheep-tenanis and  cotiers,
might prevent all trespassing on the hills, much more casily
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than the tenants of shooting can do ; and veally, eOnsidering the
oreat profit in many ways that this bind is to the Highland
Inndowners, it seems both their interest and duty to protect
amil assist sportsmen in overy posaible manner in preserving tho

it may, every
lesze of grouse-shootings knows how very little assistance and

g wlhereas, let the makier be glossed over a

enconrpgement he receives from nine proprictors out of ten,
notwithstanding the liberal and somewlot exorbitont rents
which are paid. There are, however, many exceplions to this
state of things; and landlords are yet found who idonti fy the
interest of their tenant with their own.

The rage for grouse shooling, at present 5o great, is not likely
to change, like many other fashions.  The fine air, the freedom,
the scenery, and all the other agréments accompanying this
ammsement must always make it the most fascinaling kind GF
gport in the way of shooting which the Drifish isles ur indeed
almost any couniry can afford,  The Lird, too, in beanty and game-
like appearance is not to be equalled.  In fact, as long as grouse
gnd heather exist, and the nature of man is imbued with the
game love for sport and menly exercise as it now is, grouse-
shooting will be one of our favourite relaxations from the graver
cares of life. ;

Alihough, like others, T am excessively fond of this sport,
yet I care little for numbers of slain ; and when following it
independently and alone, am not oceupied solely by the anxiety
of bagging so many brace. My usual plan when I seb out is to
fix on some burn, some cool and grassy spring, or some hill
gmnmit which commands a fine view, as the cxiremity of my
day’s excursion.  To this point, then, I walk, killing what birds
come in my way, and after resting myself and dogs, I return by
some other route, Undoubtedly the way to kill the preatest
mumber of grouse is to hunt one certain tract of ground closely
and determinedly—searching every spot as if you were looking
for a lost needle, and not leaving a yard of heather nntried.
This is the most killing system, as every practised grouse-shoote
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knows ; but 40 me it is far less altractive than a gowd sfreteh
across a range of valley and mountain, though sttended with
fower shots, T am also far more ploased by secing a brace of
good dogs do their work well, and exhibiting all their fine
instinct and skill, thaw in loiling after twice the number when
Tt ]'!-_'h' a ]-LL"q'.']_'ll.'I" whosoe Ill]i}" Ilhul of '|_;I'|'|,';|_];i||1l_: tle podie ani-
miatls in, s Lo thrash them wntil they avo actually afraid to wse
hiall the wonderful intellect which nature lns given them,

Thie gronse (Legopics Seolicus) is peenliar to the Dritish islands,
There is a kind of grouse in Norway which nearly resembles it,
but is sufficiently nnlike and distinet not to be confounded with
it. The grouse needs no description, its general appearance
being known to all. It wonld be diflicult to deseribe the plumage
exactly, as scarcely any two grouse of mature plumage are quite

Wilike. - They vary from every shade of reddish brown to nearly
“black.  The plumage of the young bird is generally much the
same inall specimens, but alter their first moult this dilference
of colour takes place, The colour and markings of the eggs are
equally varied. . Notwithstonding the bomense numbers killed
by gun, net, and nare, not including those which fall a prey to
erows, hawks, foxes, and other vermin, grouse are still numerous
enough to be a source of great profit in the way of rent to the
proprietors of the heath-clad mountains of this conntry, That
they are not already extinet in most districts is owing, I truly
believe, to the preservation carried on by those who rent the
shootings.

The nest of the grouse is placed ina tult of Lieather; it containg
from eight to ten beautiful cgoz, spotted and marked in a man-
ner characteristic of the bird itself, though differing very much in
colour. They are thickly spotted with reddish brown of different
shades. The old birds are very attentive to, and careful of the
young brood, and remain with them till the following spring.
Un the approach of, and during wet and rough weather, grouse

ack, as it is ealled, that is, assemble in large companies.  They

. are then very wild, and it is quile useless for the sportsman to
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follow them,  1lis best chanco of Gilling his bag on theso occasions
is to pay no attention to the “packs,” bul to hund for seatbered
gingle bivds sl paivs, a few of which are always to be fonnd.
When the heather is wet it is also of liltle use attempting to
shoot grouse, particularly atb an advaneed perod of the season,
The 12th of Auvgust is, gencrally speaking, teo carly to com-
mence rogular grovse-shooting,  The 24th would be a better day
to appoint,  The early period being only ik for those who shoeot
for the newspaper, as certain sportsmen seom to do whose names

appear every season as having murdered svme marvellous num-
ber of grouse on the 12th. One grouse in October ig o more
satisfactory prize to the real lover of grouse-shooting thau twelve
can bo on the first day of the senson. By October the grouse, ;
instead of Leing, as in August, a half-plumaged and often half-
grown bird, is one of the finest and most game-looking birds™i
the world, Since my recollection of grouse they have very
much changed their manner of feeding. The small crops of
onts which year after year encroach on the meor lands have
daught these birds to appreciate corn as their food instead of the
tender heather shoots on which formerly they fed. "Now, instead
of finding the crop of the grouse full of this latter food, you find
that they have been feeding on oats like-a pheasant or barn-door
fowl. As long as anything is to be found on the stubble the
arouse come from long distances every evening and morning to
feed on them. Early in the season too they feed in great num-
bers in the standing corn. Great numbers are destroyed by .
means of suares in the corn-fields, more particnlarly while the®
sheaves of oats are left on the ground.

It iz often asserted that the black game drive away the gronse,
but I am not at all of that opinion ; I do not consider that they
at all interfore with each other. The same deseription of ground
is not liked by both kinds of birds. The blackeoek prefers rocky
hill-sides, with plantations and boggy pieces of ground, clothed
with coarse grass and different kinds of plants; while the grous
delichts in wide open tracts where the heather is not too vank,
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and where thert is plenty of young heath, on the shoois of which
they can feed,  Durning the heathor judiciously and af Proper
seasons is of great service lo growse, ns it gives them heather of
diffivent ages—the young to feed on, and the older parls for
slielter,

August 18 (1847} —Saw to-day in a wood near Lochlee 1l

marks where two roebucks had either been lighting or chasing
each other round and round a small tree. The ground was
Leaten in o ring round the tree, as il an animal had been tied to
the tree and had been endeavouring to get away.,  Harry shot a
ben-harrier ; the bird was washing at the edge of the loch,

The hen-harnder (Clecis cyanens) is common throughout the

connty, more especially during the winter, when it appears to
leave its breeding-places on the hills awd to {frequent the low
Erounds, and wore especially the neighbonrhood of marshes and
swamps. s llight is low and not rapid, while it hunts the
rushes or tuenip fields, beating them regulaldy, and quartering
the ground like an old pointer. No hawlk hunts so late in the
a-\'i.-ui:n;_':, us I have constantly scen it passing slowly over the.
reeds and rushes in the Loch of Spynie quite in the dusk, occa-
sionally making dashes at the snipes and small birds which fre-
quent these places. Though light in its body, and having
apparently no great strength of limb, the hen-harrier is vory
desbructive to partridges, young grouse, ete. It feeds also on
repiiles, and I have more than once seen it strike and carry off a
full grown rat.  The nest is placed usually on the ground, or on
*a low furze bush. The egos are white, The male bird is of a
pale, clear, ash colour above ; the quill feathers are black ; the
under parts and rump are of a pure white ; the irides are yellow,
a5 are the legs and fect, which are long and slender. The female
has a very diflerent plumage, being of o deep brown above and
of a yellowish white below, marked with trisngular spols ; the
tail is barred with brown and rust colour, and the rump is white.
" MWhen on wing thi= white mark is very conspicuous, and, in con-
sequence, the female hen-harrier is often called the ringtail, and
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eonsidered s o difforent species. Ul young males have the same
plumage as the female, I have Killel them frequently during
the moulting season, when the plumage is in the act of changing,
shewing the pale blue feathers of the mature male. It is o
remarkably wary and quick-sighted bind, amd appears to me

tofdeteet an enemy quicker than any other hawk. During
the breeding season they destroy great wnwbers of young
LrOES,

Although the 20th of August is the day appointed for legal
execution of the blackeoek, yet in most sensons the Ist of Sep-
tember would be quile soon enough for fhe shooting to begin,
as, until the commencement of September, the young hirds have

seldom acquired their strength or plumage, and ean be kuocked
down before the pointer's nose with a stick almost as casily as shot;
indeed I have frequently scen them caught in the hand, Wi
in full vigour and plumage in October there is no handsomer bird
than sn old blackeoek ; and although his size makes him an casy
wark, his cunning and strength are pretty good sw.m'i.i,h-f for his

not falling too readily to the sportsman’s gun, Dut in August 1
¢ven the old birds are notfit to shoot, being neither In perfect con- [
dition nor in full plumage.  The blackeock is much more addicted f
to feeding in the corn-fields than the grouse is, and takes long |
Hlights for the purpose of reaching some favourite stubble-field.

Black game (Tetrao fetric) abound in most parts of this '
distriet where the woods are suilable to them. The ground :
which seems to be best adapted to them is young plantation, i
where the grass and heath are long and rank, and intersected ® '
with rushy burns and pools, They do not feed, like grouse, on
the shoots of heather, but on the different seeds, berries, ole.,
which they find on the hill-sides.  In some places where berries
are scarce, they cat the young shoots of the fiv-trees.  When they
feed on this, or on juniper berries, which they are very fond of;
their flesh is strong tasted and dry—ihe Navour of turpentine and
juniper pervading the whaole body, bt meore especially the lngr;},rl
When free from this, the blacls grouse is excellent cating.  Duving
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the frosty mornings of Mareh and Apeil the Wlackeocks fight
furiously.  They collect abont some favourite lillock or fallen

l {ree, and theve the strongest cock takes up its stand, siratting

with cutspread wings and tail like a turkey eock, and uttering
his peculiar challenge.  The younger and weaker birds re-
main at a wespectiul distance, not often daring to attack him,
while the hens colleet round the champion, Somclimes o most
desperate melée takes place, and severl cocks all fight together,
They also eollect and eall in the wmorningz of September and
Oetober, thongh the battles do not take place as in the spring.
The female conceals her egos with great eare and skill,  The
nest is plumnl in a tuft of muk heather, or under a small

tree or bush. Bhe takes great care of her young, attending
them anxiously till they are full grown,  The male is seldom
zoon with the young broad, and when he is found with them,
lozes mo fime in leaving them to take care of himself Heis
then very difficult to get at, in open situations seareely ever rising
within shot, unless surprised over the top of a hillock or in some
favourable sifuation. When the ground is much coversd witl
snow or white frost, these birds sit frequently on the trees
during a great part of the day. The hon iz not so wild as the
cock, Tt is not cosy to ascertnin, but I doubt whether they
breed the fiest year—at least there are always more hens of
black game without broods than I can account for in any other
manner, Though =0 nearlyallied to grouse, and though mules
between black game and pheasants are not very rave™ I only
know of two specimens of mule birds betwern black and rved
gronse. T have scen other birds which have been supposed to
be a cross between these birds, but they have generally appeared
to me to be the hen of the black game gradually changing her
plomage to that of the cock, which they do in the same

- < * W know now cortainly that aomule ocepsionally takes place be-
\‘ tween the Wack gronse sl pheasant."—S8ic Win, Jordine, Bart., Notes to
Whis edition of White’s ** Natural History aml Antiguities. of Selborne,™

ete., 1853, p 274 —FE
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manner as the pheasant does. One of the specimens is in the
Eidinburgh Museum, and has the distinguishing marks of both
its pavents most decidedly,

Aungust 23 (1852),—Immense numbers of wild ducks eome
now to feed on the standing barley,

August 24 (1853).—0On Monaghty Lill T put up thve night-
Jars—an old one and two young ones.  Thoy were lying close
together on the heather.  The old one fluttered mway, pretend-
ing to be lame ; the young ones were as large as the old, but with
ghort tails,  The night-jar (Capeinenlgus Evropens) arrives lato in
the spring. I never recollect secing one till after the middle of
May. It iz probable that it would not find a sufficient quantity ol
large moths and beetles, on which it feeds, before that lime of
year. During the whole day the night-jar remains perfectly quict,
cither lying flat on the ground or on o dead or fallen branch of
a tree. In the latter case the bind lies lengihways on the
branch, and not across it like any other bird, and its mottled
gray and brown colour makes it nearly invisible till it startles
the passer by by springing into the air close at his, fect, alight-
ing again af o short distance.  Although perfeetly harmless, and,
indeed, scrviceable to us, ignorant kecpers kill the night-jar,
zolely, I believe, becanse it is called by many a night fawh,
thongh one glanee at the bird would enable the most casnal
observer to see that it eonld prey on nothing larger than a moth,
As evening comes on, the nighi-jor is in motion, hawking for its
prey, and wheeling rapidly round and round some tree or hedge
abounding in moths, cock-chafers, ete.  Frequently it alights on
the ground, or a gate-post, or paling, where it awaits the approach
of some larfe inseet, on which it dashes, There is scarcely any
bird whieli is g0 careless about the spob where it places its cugs—
mdeed, it makes no nest at all, not even seraping a hollow place in
the ground. The night-jar lays her two eggs ona bare but perfectly
secure place.  In this country they are placed near the edge of”
a wood or plantation, on a spot of sround free from heatler,
The eggs are perfectly oval, being the same shape and size at’

,
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each e, 'l‘lml\' are ol & dnll dingy white, mottled and apod ted
with ash eolour and brown,  The plumage of the bind s ash
coloured, and beaudifully marked with brown, black, and white,
The mouth is very wide, opening boyond the eyes.  The name
Caprimulgus and goat-sucker. ave quite misapplied.  That of
“ might-jar " is far more, appropriate, as at times, when it sits at
night on o shed or other boilding—{requently on a house or
chinmey top—it utters a singular jarrng kind of noise, nol
unlike the sound of a spinning-wheel, and which scomz Lo make
the building on which it is perched vibrate and tremble with the
sound,  Like the swallow tribe, it iz not only harmless, but of
great uze in keeping down the teo great abundamee of insect life,

The old blackeoeks have not yeb gob their curved tail feathers.
1 I find that towards the end of August, when the hill lakes
le swamps are much disturbed by grouse-shooters, the wild

ducks bring down their young broods in great numbers, both fo
the bay and to the lochs. Every evening I ean make sure of
killing a brace or two, as they fly to the corn-fields regularly
when the sun sets; indeed they sometimes do considerable.
damage by trampling down and eating the com before it is eut.
But some of the wild ducks which are killed in the bogs and
swamps have their crops full of the sceds of a coarse gross
which grows in those places, and also of some of the wild fruits,
such as Llackberries, ete. Indeed I faney that o wild duck is
as nearly omnivorous a creature ns can be found, nlmozt as much
s0 a8 the man who eats him : nothing which he can swallow
* comes amiss to him, whether fish, flesh, or grain, The teal, on
the conirary, appears to be almost wholly insectivorous ; at least
these binds feed only in the swamps and shallow pools, never
taking to the fields for grain or seeds ; but living entirely on
aquatic insects and some fow small plants.

Although the widgeon breed in Sutherland, and perhaps
-fi'“. other parts of Scotland, T never saw one in this part of the
“gountry during July or August. I believe that this bird feeds

neither on grain nor ingects, but on aguatie grasses ; and when
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these are not to bo had, he grazes veadily on the grass-fields aml
banks negr the =ea.

The great art in getling ai most wild-fowl iz to discover
their feeding-places ; for to these they always resort at certain
times cither of the day or of the tide, some kinds being mire

dependent than others on the ebb and flow of the sea ; whilst
the common malland is almost wholly nocturnal in his fealing,
amd does not regulate his movements by the state of the tide,

The sheldrkes, whd were &0 numerous o few weels ago
abont the sandbanks and bar, have now nearly all dizappeared ;
and their place is supplied by innumerable enrlews and other
wailers, all of whom appear to find their food in the moist sands
lefv by the ¢bb tide, which in this country contain an endless
supply of shell-fish of different kinds, from the minutest species, (
fit only to feed the dunlin and sand-piper, to those which Riﬁ'ﬁ‘
for food to the oyster-catcher, whose powerful Lill is well adapted
io breaking wp the sirongest cockles and mussels which are °
found in this district.




CHAPTER THE ELEVENTIL

SEPTENEER,

Sept. 1 (1852).—0One of my boys killed an otter, weighing

sixteen Ibs, The dogs canght him first in =ome furze bushes in

a plantation near the river, but he got away from them, and

Charlie shot him at a shallow two or three hundred  yards

below, where he waited for him while I hunted the deep pool
\ abave him with the dogs. An otter when driven in the day-time
i."lT\ﬁl}'-‘J goes down the streaw, knowing that he can glide far
" more quietly with the stream than against it.

The fivst of September is by no means so marked o day with
gportsmen in the north as it is with those in the southern parts
of the kingdom. I well remember the enger haste with which,®
when a boy, T used to sally forth at the earliest dawn to wage
war on the partridges. The birds, however, at that hour ave
restless and on the alert, the ground-is wet, and the sport un-
satisfactory ; and in fact no ome, I believe, who can number
gore than sixteen summers ever got up at throe o'clock ‘to shoot
partridges without repenting his undue activity before mid-day,

In this country very little of the corn is cut at the commence-

® ment of Septeruber, and for all this month I never attempt to

shoot more partridges than I may happen to want for the larder,

As long as the fields are covered with standing corn, the only

way 12 to hunt quietly round the hedgerows and banks exposed

{o the sun, or in dry-soiled furnip fields, during the middle of the

day, when the birds come to bask and scrateh, Ioth partridges

+ 8 and hares stick elose to standing corn as long as an acre of it
\remains,

| Y In this conntry, however, the wild-fowl and oiher hirds

@

T
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which frequent the shores and rocks always alford me as amus-
ing sport as the best partridgeshooting ; amd ol this sesson
there is always a constant and endless variety of migratory binds

colleeting previous to their departure,

Wherover there is cultivation in this county there are par-
tridges (Perdix einera).  Towards winter, however, there secms
{0 be a partial movement of these birds from the small patches
of cultivated ground on the higher districts to the richer and
warmer districts.  The seil is particnlady well adapted for the
hreeding of partridges, being dry, full of grain, and with a i
tolerable mixture of furze and broom, in which they ean hatch

in seeurity. The wide dmins in some parls of the couniy are

dangerons traps for the very young binds, as they frequently

carmot ¢limb up their steep sides. Parlridges, however, [ I
when very young do not wander much from the high caid
or bank of Lroom near which they are hatched. Weasels,
stonts, and, worse than all, tame eats, destroy a greal many young
partridges ; while hawks, such as the peregrine faleon and the
<parrow-hawk, and the hen-harrier, are very destructive to ile
old birds, The nest of the pariridge is often placed in a very
frequented neighbourhood, or close to a road or footpath, The
old bird, however, coneceals not only her eggs but also the tmack
which she makes through the herbage in going to and from her
nest with the greatest care and cunning.  They lay from twelve
fo eighteen egga’ The male bird accompanics the hraoid
{hroughout the season, taking as much cave of them a8 the
female does.  Both in pheasants and parfridges the number of ®
cock birds reared far exceeds the hens. The sportsman will
obsorve tHAL he kills far more of the former, and siill it always
appears that the proportion of males left in the spring is too l
great. It would often be a judicious thing to allow the keeper

to kill off a great number of cocks in the spring when they -
begin to fight. This would be easily dome, as their plumage is
suliiciently distinel to enable him to pick them off. I have hl;-uur.
told by men who have reared several hundreds of hoth phmsrmf;‘
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and partridzes that theve are two cocks for every hien in both

kinds of birds, The farmer eannot comploin of the wischiof

3 done by parteidges.  The crop seldom contuins anything but

l small =eeds and a fow blades of frisg or clover.  Somelimes

b they take to eating turnips oven in fine open weather, but can-

not commenee a hole in a sound root, only picking small ieces

olf one alwady broken by rabbits or rooks,  Tn most scasons the

first of September is too early a day to commence killing par-

tridges ; the 14th of the month would be quite soon enough for

shooting more than way be absolutely wanted for the larder

Neither the old or young birds are fit to be killed before

this date. Nor indeed ecan they be suid to have acquired

their full powers of flicht so ns 16 render them o fair object of

pursuit {ill their plumage is complete. The most destructive
- s - . .

manner of poaching partridges is at night, by means of a net,

It is easy to aseertain in what field a covey roosts by their eall-

ing about dusk. They generally lodge for the night in a bare
grass-field.  When the poacher has found out in what field they
are after it is dark, the net is deawn over them, and the whole
govey is taken at once. The only preventive to this kind of
poaching is to place rough bushes in the fields where the birds
usually roost. These hinder and tear the net, In [rosty weather
this method cannot be well practized, as every frozen mole-hill or
inequality is apt to tear the net.  While trying for partridges it
often happens that woodeoek are taken.  Thoe hen partridge iza
most careful and affectionate mother, shewing the strongest signs
of distress on any danger approaching them, and even miving
hattle to erows ‘and other enemies in their defence, In more
than one instance T have seen an old partridge fly ob a dog
which had eome near her broad.

There is one very numerous class of birds, the sandpipers
and others of the same kind, which are very little known.
Even the best and most quoted authors of works on natural
history are constantly in error with regard to the names and
lassification of these birds, and although I do not pretend to be
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acquainted with all, or nearly all, the varieties, I know enough
of them to perceive that the pumerous changes of plumage

which cach specics goes thirough, aceording to their age, sex, and {

the seazon of the year, have eompletely misled most naturalists. .,L.
Indeed to know theso birds perfectly requires wueh greatdr .
attention aud more minute examination than has yel been ex- %

pended upon them,  Such also s the ense as remmds sea-gulls
and some kinds of hawks, though with these the diflicalty 1s not
sl g'l.'l.::i.i.

The knot or ash-coloured sandpiper (Tringa canutns) fre-
quents some parts of the shore, such as that between Nairn and
Findhorn, in immense focks during sutunm and winter, and iz

one of the earliest of the sutumn visitora, It is rather a stoub
short-made bird, The upper parts ave of an ash-coloured Lrown,
and the under parts white, more or lesa pure, according to the
age of the bind,  The bill is a little move than au inch inlength,
of a dark brown, The lexs and feet are gray brown, with a
green tinge, The irides are hazel. There is & white stripe over
the eye. It does not breed in this country. When on wing
they fly in dense {locks, which ffequently have the appearance
of a =mall cloud as they wheel to and fro, so close and numerous
are the birds. It is mather a shy bird, frequenting the mosl
retired paris of the shore.

The pigmy curlew (Tringn subarguata), which is considered
rare in most districts, visits us regularly in September, and I
lave sometimes seen considerable flocks of them on the coast.
Truring the whole winter a few remain, and are then generally :
found singly. They are extremely tome, often allowing them-
selves to be approached within a few paces, and then only flying
for a short distance ; when they rise they utter a short, gentle
ery, but at other times are silent. When a single sandpiper is
seen on the shore, far tamer than these birds usually ave, g

it may be safcly supposed to be one of the pigmy curlews,
They are about the size of a common sandpiper, but the bill is
longer and eonspicuously enrved downwands.  The-upper pay
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of the plumase has not the same olive tinge, but is inclined toa
p reddish brown tint, The breast and Jower parts aie also of the
. s shade, but grow pure white as the winter advanees « {he

tail is ash gray 3 the two middle feathers lonser than the nesl ;

the bill i nearly black @ the less and foet are brown aray ; the
irides Brownand it lins o white streak over the eye.

As T have already remarked, I always lind ihat the STOUSE fAre
wilder in September than in any other month, They are well
seared and driven about by the Angust shooting, and are not yel
tamed down by the antumnal frosts and colid. In this part of

4 Seotland we have much wild and stormy weather in Seplember ;
and many an English sportsman, towards the end of the montlh,
when located in some small shooting-lodge in the wild and distant
ilens of the inland mountaing, begins to think of taking his

T oway southwards. The incessant main dviving pitilessly down
the glen where his confined and badly built collage is placed,
rivers turned into torrents, burns changed into rivers, and the

- grouse unapproachably wild, all eombine to drive away many a
sputhern spertsman before the end of this month ; and _\-pf
October and November often are better months for Cromnse-
shooting than the latter part of September,

Here, in Moray, we have a more favowable climate, and
it is very rarely that theve is any long continuance of bad wea-
ther in the lower parts of the county. Many a storm passes
harmlesaly over our heads to fall on the high grounds a fow

o miles from the coast.  These storms of rain or snow, althongh
they pass over us, have always the effect of lowering the quick-
silver in the weather-glass as certainly as if they fell here, in-
stead of only t-ElI‘L":.'LEf.-IIiH:_: io do so.

Sept. 8.—The earliest day on which I cver killed or saw
widgeon in Moray was the 8th of September, on which day 1
sliot o brace, late in the evening, as they flew over my hend
on their way from the bay to some inland lake. They were
oth. young: Lieds,.  The fock altozether consisted of cight ar

ine. - In the same year I killed a jack-snipe (Galinago galtini, )
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on the 16th, which is far earlier than these binds are vsually
seen (I have never yet ascertained that they breed in Pritain),

and during the next ten days 1 killed fonr others in nearly the *

same place, some of which were undoubtedly young binds. 1f-
may therefors be supposed that a chance pair oceasionally breed
in the north, as it does not seem likely thab those which I
killed had been bred out of the island,  In ne other year lave
I ever seen & jack-snipe before the 8th of October ; even that is
very early. T have made much inguiry on this subject in
Sutherland and in other likely loealitics ; bub have invardably
found that where the jack-snipe has been supposed to have
been seen during the breeding season, it has turned out to be the
dunlin, or the common snipe. Neither their eggs nor young
have ever been found, nor liss the old bird been scen, for a cer
fainty, in Dritain during the swmmer season, excepting in t-hN
case of a single disabled bivd.

A fow jack-snipes come in September, but their general time
of arriving is October and November, They do not leave till
the middle of April. This bird is not so wild as Jhe commun
enipe, and is often very difficult to flush. I have sometimes
found them in the most unexpected places—in dry wood, amongst
tall trees, in sandy places quite away from water, and in other as
unlikely looking spots. It is a very fat little bird, When it
rises it utters no ery like the common snipe, and usually pitelies
again eIy soom. %

Sept. 10 (1847).—Went up to Glenalladale. « Saw several
eazles mnong the high mountains in that country ; ptarmigan
also, and some deer. The stags’ horns this year are by no means
remarkable for size ; the spring was backward, and they had not
good feeding at the season when they were getting their uew horns,

Sept. 17 (1840).—8hot six pigmy curlews the other day. L
see at the swamps some sandpipers which I cannob make out.
There are vast numbers of every kind of wild-fow] arviving™
daily, and always some peregrines hunting,

The landrail is seldom seen here afier the com is cub,not
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withstanding the great mumbers which breed in the neighbour-
hoed. It is peenliarly o summer bivd ; and although its ery is
hoarse and inharmonions, 1 never hear it without pleasure, as-
sociated as it has become in my mind with the fine lght nights
of June nud May. A fearless libtle bind it is, too, when canght
uninjured, I have seen it iwmediately after being made a
prisoner, and while held in the hand, peck at and cateh with
wonderful rapidity awd precision any flies that might pitch
within its reach. Its manner of departure from this country
would appear to be still wnexplained, as |L is never seen an roife
either by landsmen or sailors,

When this and other insectivorous birds leave us, winter
visitors arrive.  The tornstone (Cinclus inferpres), a bicd that
breeds in Novway, arrives in this country at the first commence-

ylucut- of the month, but appears only to make it a temporary
resting-place on its way to the sonth.  They come, however, in

small numbers, and remain bub a short time, appearing on most

. parts of the const. They nre not at all a shy bird, seeming too
Lusy in searching under the gravel and stomes for the insesds

ont which IF.--_',' feed, to think of any danger.  Their name of turn-

stone is well applied, as they turn over the small stones with

great perseverance and rapidity. It is o compaetly made bird,

and of a stouter form than most of our sea-shore birds. The

forchead next to the base of the bill iz white, above this i3 a
blackgstreak, which iz joined by one of a similar eolour coming

from the lower part of the bill,  This black mark continues past

the eyve to the cheeks, which are also blaclk, thenee it runs to the

breast, and upwards to the back of the neck. The extent and

depth 'of this black varies in different specimens which T have

seen, The erown of the head is diney white, spotted with

" black ; the upper parts are varicgated with black, white, and

light brewn ; the feathers being principally black, edged with
veddishe brown ; the rump is white, with a black bar; the fail
is black, tipped with white ; the lower parts are white ; the legs
and fect are orange rved ; the bLill is Black, and vather strong in
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proportion {o the size of tho bivd 3 the eolowrs of the fewale and
young are duller.

Like many other lirds, the eagle oceasionally, thongh ravely,
exhibits great varieties in the colonr of his plumage.  This year
(1848), during the month of Septewmber, T saw a freshly-killed
sea-eacle, or white-tailed eagle (Ffelicelvs albicilla), whose colour
was o fine silvery white, without the slightest mixinre of brown,
The bird was killed in Suathedand ; ond T was informed that
another eagle had Been seen in its company with the same un-
usual plumage.  Our specimen had quite arrived ab waturity,
tut did not appear to be very old.  Parbridges, pheasants,
grovse, and miny small birds oceasionally appenr in o snow-
white dress ; but the birds of prey seldom change their colour.
A black swan te read of as an example of a “rare avis;” what
must then o white crow have been thought of by the augurs and”
omen-seekers ! Yet rooks and jackdaws, both parti-coloured and
white, are by no means so uncommon with us as to be looked
on a3 wonders,

, This: white eagle had been probably bred on some of the
wild rocky headlands of the north coast of Sutherfand, where
not even the value of the egrs can at nll times induce the
shepherds to attempt their capture. The sea-eagle is, in ifs
habits, a sluggish, vultare-like bind, feeding chicfly on the
dead fish and other animal substances which are cast up iy
the sea on these loncly and rugged shoves, and seldom
attacking tho lambs of the farmer to the same extent as the
golden eagle does.  Although it is frequently seen, and its sharp
bark is heard far inland, the usual lunting-ground of the
sea-eagle is along the shore, whers it can feed on its foul prey,
undisturbed and unseen by human eye for months together,
Like the golden eagle, this bird somctimes so gorges itself with
food as to become helpless, and if then met with, may be

knocked down by a stick, or captured alive before it gan rise

from the ground—a sad and ignoble fate for the king of binds!
Aiter all, the cagle is but a sorvy representative of royalty anid

>

L .
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kingly graudeur; for although his flight s nolle il ng-
nificent, and his stre ngth and power: astouishing, there is a
erielty and treachiery about the disposition of the Lind which

*_,_,_'_._.

render it unfit to by educated and trined like the peregrine
and other faleons; nor does it over become atlached to iis
keeper.  Its plumage has a mottled appearance, and is more or
less tinged with ash colour. The mature bird has o white tail,
a distinguishing mark even at a distaneo, . The legs are not
feathered below the kuee, nor are thegtalong as fincly pointed

and sharp as those of the golden cagle. The ewws are not so0

much marked with red as those of the golden eagle, being of a
dirty white all over, sometines ::J:',_!n!g: marked., The bird
itself], though fully as lange, is inforie to the golden eagle in
beanty of plumage and eompactness of form.
"It is not easy to determine the length of years bestowed on
any of the wild animalz.  There are no specific and well-azcer-
tzined facts on whieh to form a valid opinion. On all such
subjects the wost positive asseriions arve ofien so ill supported
by fiets, that the naturalist should be most eareful and guarded
as to the evidence on which he founds his opinion. It seems,
however, reasonable to suppose that the age attained by all ani-
mals bears a certain proportion to the time which they take in
coming to their maturity in size and strength.

Judging by thiz eriterion, the eagle may be sct down as one
of the longest lived of our British birds ; as he certainly does
not arrive at the full maturity of his plumage for some years,
*On the other Ty ind, the swan puts on her white featlers nt her
first moulting, yet is szid to live to & very great nge ; and there
are well-anthenticated instances establishing that this is the fei,
Licese, too, live to a most patriarchal age.  The period of life of
tame fuleons dogs not exceed eight to ten years—at least so T am
assured by some of my aequaintances who have Lept these birds,
A wild hawk, barring accidents from shot or trap, has, probably,
Leiter elianee of longevity than a domesticated bird, however
efully the latter may be tended, as it is nlmost impozsible to
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-
hit upon the exact quantity, quality, amd variety of foad which
best conduces to their healtl, or to give tame binds as Jarge o
share of exerciso and bodily oxertion as in their wild state they I

; S L :
would be constrained to take in pursuit of their daily preye :
g o - - L
Common fowls live to the age of ten or twelve years, but become
uzelezs and thewmatie after six or eighte  Such, also, ia Ll ense l

with pigeons. 1 knew ol a pair who lived for filteen years, bukb
they were barren for some years before their death.

The lenzih of life o small birds is probably less : but it is
difficule to form an accurate opinion on this point; for any
deductions founded on eanaries or goldfinches in a stale of
confinement must be fallacious, as caged birds are subject
to numerous diseases, from over cating, from Improper anl
too little varied food, and a thousand other causes, which do
not affect those who live in a state of natural and healthiu

liberty.
Tt iz a curious fact, that one scarcely ever finds the dead
body of a wild bird or animal whose death appears to have been -

caused by old age or any other natural cause. Nor ean this |
result from the fact of their being consumed immediately by

animals of prey, as we constantly meet with the bodies of birds

who have been killed by wounds from shot, ete.  Either the

wild animals on the approach of death creep into liidden

corners of the carth (ns donkeys and postboys are gnid to do), ov

nearly all of them, before they reach extreme old age, are cut

off by their common enemy, mankind, or serve 43 food to birds
and beasts of prey.

I have, however, killed both eagles and foxes who bore
unmistakeable marks of extreme old age ; the plumage of the
former being light-coloured, thin, and wormn ; so worn, indewd,
as to lead one to suppose that the bird eould not have moulted
for several seasons, and the foxes' faces being gray and thar
jaws mearly toothless; yet they were still in“good, and vt
fut eondition. * In animals, age and cunning supply the plag
of strength and aclivity ; so that the eagle and fox are sl
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alle to live well, even when they have mrived ot the wmost
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advaneed age sssigned to them.

Very old deer beeomo lght-coloured amd grayish, especially
about the head and neek, and have @ bleached and worn
appearanee over their whole body.  Their horns, also, lose

umeh of their rich appearance botly as 1o colowr and size, becom-

ing not only smaller, but also deereusing in the number of their
points.  The Highlanders assign a great age to the red deer ;
indeed they seem to suppose that it has no limit, save a rifle
ball ; and “H'.'r' tell wondorful stories of {umons stags, who hava
been seen and known for o long series of years in cortain dis-

tricts. Though these accounts are doubitless much exaggerated, it
iz tolerably certnin that their life oxtends {o from twenty to thirty
years. L do not imagine that in these days stags have much
chance of reaching that term. At ihe age of seven or cight
vears, the animal having arrived at full perfection as to size
anil beanty of antler, is marked down for destruction by the
ninmerous sportsmen who wage war against him in overy park
of the north, Their numbers in certain preserved district
have, no doubt, inereased to a great extent; but very fow of
the fing, rugged, and for-sbretching antlers, which adorn the
halls of many. of the old houses in the Highlands, are now
to be met with on living deer. Where not brought down by
the licensed sportsman, a fine-headed stag has now so high a
price get on his head, that he is sure to fall by the gun of some
poacher or shepherd. I have known as large a sum as five
gnineas given for a stag's head ; and when this is the ese,
nothing else can be expected bub that every stagr whose horns
are pecaliarly fine will be killed,

I have occasionally shot vocbucks, and still oftence does,
shewing by their size, colour, length of hoofs, ole, that they hud
reachied a tolerable old age ; but, like all persecuted animals, the

ag

ehanee of their attaining their full extent of days is so slighi, us
scarcely fo give us the means of ascerfaining how long they
wvould live if sceure from danger,
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.
Sheep of =oven or eight years lose their feeth, more or less,

and shew symptoms of their best days being past.  But these,
like all other domesticated animals, do nob afford o good
eriterion to judge by, as they aro all under an artificial system—~
az to food and manner of living, whicl makes them, like man,

subject to many dizesses and causes of decay, which would mot
allect them in a stale of nature,

Sept, 27 (1847).—Saw peewits and swallows still in the
couniry.

On the 28th of September (184617) the last house-swallow
took his departure from this neighbourhood, although the season
was so fine that there were several nests of young preenfinches

about the garden even so late as the 30il of the menth, and a
wood-pigeon was sitiing on its eggs in an ash free elose to fhe
hoise, i

Dhuring the latter weeks of the fishing season (which legally
ends on the 15th of September in all the northern rivers), the
lower pools of the Findhorn are full of an excellent small sea-
trout, locally called the finnoek, DBly opinion is thyt the * fin-
nock™ 15 the _':-;I'i]-'-" or young of the common sea-tront, bearing
exactly the same relation and affinity to that fish as the grilse
does to the salmon § but the natural history of the inhabitanis
of another element is too uneertain and difficult a subject for a
mere casual observer to enter upon. At any rate, the finuock is
not only an excellent fish for the table, but affords eapital sport,
vising freely, and playing boldly when heoked ; and has alto-
gether strong attractions for those anglers who somewhat love

their ease. T have been much amused by seeing an eldedy,
pla
the purpoze of fishing in the Findhorn. e arrives at the

d-lonking London gentleman, who was staying at Forres for

river’s edee at o comfortable noonday hour, accompanied by
his Jady and a footman splendid in blue and red, who earrics
camp-stoolz, books, fishing-tackle, and last, though not least,™
o most voluminous luncheon, Thaily this party makes their
appearance at a cerlain pool, and while the old gentleman
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seated at his enso on his compostool elose to the water, with
spectacles and Twond-brimmed hal, fishes away with the well-
known persevoranee and skill of o Thames angler, his lady
reaids Ter book on one side, whilst on the other the red-legged
footman either prepares the lunchoon or holds in readiness
the well-stocked ily-book of his master. Very diflerent would
be the deseription given of our Seoteh fishing by one who thus
practizes the gentle cralt on the level grmssy banks of the lower
pools of the Findhorn, to that of {he sportsman who seeks the
salmon over the rugged passes of the rocks which overhang the
deep black pools and rashing torrenis of the same river between
Diulsie Bridge and the Heronry.®

Most of the rocbucks have, by the end of September, put on

their winter covering of rich mouse-colonred hair ; so different

tom the thin red coat they wear during the summer. Until
they have guite changed colour, the roe ave not in sufficiently
good condition fo make them a it object of pursuit for the
sporiaman.,

The stag is, however, in perfection, both as to condition and
beanty, durfug this month,  The size of the herns of the red
deer depends to a cerfain degree on the feeding which the
animal gets in the =pring and end of winter. I his food has
been poor, and if he is mueh reduced, the horns do not aequire
their full development and sizo,

I am much inclined to think that the uncertainty of getting
a shot at deer in wood is even greater than on the open mountain,
® The cunning of the animals, and dislike to being driven in any
one d;rnclmu frequently render abortive the best arranged plans
for beating a cover. Sometimes the deer arve off at the fivst
sound of a beater ; at another time they will lie quietly without
moving till all the men have passed them, and will then sneak
quictly back in the contrary direction.

I was fhis very year (1848) particularly struck with an
instance of deer eseaping in this manner. 1 was placed with o

#* Seo Ledter 1o M. 5t Jolin from Sie Alex. 6 Comming in Momoir,

]
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friend on passes ecommanding the vxtromity of a long narrow
pateh of cover which grew on o steep brae overhanging a beanti-
ful river' in Ross-shire 3 and the beaters wore to gommence their
work at the other extromily of the wood.  Wo had taken our
stations, at a considerable heizht above the river, at the most
likely pass for the deer to leave the wood by ; there we waited
gome time without secing anything excepling an  occasional
blackeock or gray len, which, having Leen disturbed by the
beatets at the other end of the cover, came skimming vapidly past
us, Presently we perceived far below us four brown forms
walking slowly thvongh the high fern and herbage which grew
amongst the birch-trees.  As they emerged from the cover we
saw that they were three hinds and o eall,  'With uncertain paeo
they went on, sometimes trolting in a line, and sometimes |
standing in a group on some hillock, from which they lookes
back carnestly and inquiringly into the wood. I was convineed
by their manner that there wers other deer, probably stags, still
in the cover. Az, however, the sound of beaters came neaver,
Jhe four decr gradually mended their pace, and in a quiet canter
followed the devious track which led them to the summit of a
steep hill to our right hand, It was interesting fo sce how,
having once made up their mind as to their route, they went
steadily and rapidly on in single file, winding up the face of the
hill, sometimes lost to our sight behind a cluster of Tocks, or a
birch-covered hillack, and again appearing as they kept deliber-
ately on their way. Af the very ridge of the hill they halted
agairf, and after standing in o confused group with their heads ®
all together, and their long ears at full streteh, they at onee
disappeared from our sight,
The beaters eame closer and eloser to us, and in spito of my
prognostications no more decr appeared. At last the men issued
“out of the wood, at the point nearest us ; and one of them came

had gomanenced, and we had put the gun-covers on our rifles,
when suddenly from under a single bireh-tree, which was about:

s
up towards where we were, to call us down. A drizely shuwe?-..

e L ——
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fifty yards from ns, and about the samo distanee From the beater,

i | rose a magnificent stag, in the linest condition, and with #a

1 head of ten,”  Defore we could get oul our villes he was hehind

l a rise in the ground which conconled him from us ontil he was
too far for a ball to veach him ; and then he again appeared

galloping heavily off for the same point at which the hinds had
epossed the hill,.  We were both of ws duml with surprise and
vexation ; but not so the Highlander bolow us, who, in the
most frantic state of eagerness and rage, hallooed and voeifer-
ated in Gaclie and English, for the stag pozsed, broadside on,
within forly yards of him, Witlout moving from our posi-
tiom we watched the animal for some time ; then, relurning our
rilles to their waterproof cases, we, as if by a common impulse,
"'-,,L lit the pipe of econsolation in the shape of a cigar, Whilst
rm employed, with our heads bent from the cold misty blast,

we again heard the man below us, shouting more {rantically -
than before, and looking up we were just in time to see him fling
lis stick at another stag, who had risen from the same spot
and had cantered away in a contrary divection, passing almost,
close to the beater, Like the first stog, too, he managed to keop
his great body out of our view as long az within shet, although
Le almost ran ronnd the man, as if perfectly understanding the
difference between two double-barrelled rifles and one walking-
stick. On getting to the place we found that the twoe deer had

r been lying in a small hollow of the ground at the foot of a single
| birch-iree, which stood a little in advance of the main wood.
* They must have lain with their heads close to the grbund,
7 hoping to escape being seen ; and there they remained until

|

they perceived that the beater as well as owrselves were walking

directly towards them. "

In taking up a position near awood which the men arve about
' to beat for deer and roe, the sportsman should go on as cautiously
7 fo . and quictly as if he wero stalking a deer on the open Lill, as
nothing will 111‘i'.'&_¢ilher a stagr or buck near a spot w]m;‘@_. he
has diseovered or suspeeted that any concealed danger is awail-
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ing him: rathor than do so, he will pass within reach of the
sticks of the beaters, having, like human beings, o for ‘greator
deead of an unkoown danser than of one which he sees, amd |
knows the full extent of ; and like many people taking * DI]]HE_/AL
ignotum pro horribili."! .

Thongh red deer seldom come down to the woods in this
immediate neighbourhood, 1 have cceasionally scen one who
has probably wandered away from the Duke of Richmond'a

lforest, |
[nstances too sometinies ocenr of a stag being found in the

act of swimming narrow parts of the Momy Firth ; a solitary

deer who probably bas been driven by dogs from his usual

haunts, till Cfrightened and bewildered he has wandered at '
random, and at last, coming to the shore, has swam boldly out, | A
attracted by the appearance of the woods on the opposite side.

Septewber 30 (1846).—Peewits collect in great numbers near ]
the shore ; also golden plovers. Great flocks of young gulls ave p
SDCIL

-

. About the latter end of this month godwits (Limosa ago-
gephala) are always to be seen in small numbers alohg the sandy
parts of this coast, and oceasionally about the Loch of Spynie,
They.do not seem to remain long, bub appavently only pay us |
a passing visit on their way southwards, The bill is between !
four and five inches long, slender, and furned upwards. The ;
erown of the head, the back, and all the upper parts of the 1

]

—

plumage, are of a pale ash ecolour, the feathers having the edges
of a fighter shade. Therw isa white streak from the base of the
bill over the eye. The lower parls are all white, with the
exception of a few darker strenks on the breast. The tail is
barred with black and white. The legs are long, bare above

‘_thL- cnee, and of a dark colour, nearly black. In the summer J

the godwit has a shade of rufous or red brown on the npper :
parts of the plamage. Tt is, however, not seen in the summer. .- j
dregg in this district. It iz a lively bird, active and elecant in/f h

itsmovements, and is said to be excellent eating.
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The r111'|'{P.Mfu.w-rr'.ﬁ.-m R ) e -"1-'i“"\-H'|:'|' bow saanal 1o hplg]]g

s nre in Lineolnshire,
Norfolk, ete. 1 hwowever shot one specimen of the rufl near
the mouth of the Findhorn,  The bird was along, and 1 never
saw another individual of the species in this district,

L
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CHAPTER THE TWELFTH,
OCTOBER—Part 1.

Oectober is, in this ecountry, one of the finest months of the
whole year. The cold cniting winds of November are fre-
quently preceded by bright, clear, sunshiny weather most enjoy-
able and invigorating to all whose avocations and amusements
keep thom wuch in the open air.  The binds, both migratory
and stationary, begin now to establish themselves in their
winter quarters ; and searcely a day passes which is not 1||:11-],:“33?l~§
by the arrival or departure, or the winter prepamations of some

of the feathered races in this country.

Oetober 4th.—During the mild season of 1847, I found a
Jpair of young wood-pigeons in a nest near the house, A few
day= afterwards they were both dead, either from the old birds
having been killed, or from the coldness of one or two of the
suceeeding days. The latest landrail that T killed was on the
6th, and a fatter bird of any deseription: I never saw.

The rats return to the honses from the fields and the ditches.

Three or four quails {Coturnie communis) were killed at the
beginning of October, in the eastern part of the county. During
the month of May I constantly licard the call of the old birds ®
elose to my honse ; and we saw them several times basking in
the sun on one of the gravel walles.

"> Though I have never found their nest in this country, every
gpring, during the months of May and June, I hear and some-

«  times see the quails in the young corn and grass fields, Scarcely
i shooting-season passes, too, withoul two or threc or more
being killed, mare particularly in the flat country near Duffus,
T ;In.n hieard of one instance of a quail being killed in th
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neighbourhood of Cowdor in Decomber. The spring eall of
the quail, though low and musical, is to bo heard ot o consider-
L\ able distanes, I have often imagined that the bind was eloze
; _to my feel, instead of which 1 have had to follow the sound
A over several fields before T have reachod the actual spot where
it came from, This enll consists of two soft notes like n
whistle,  Quails have always been remarkable for two peeu-
linritics.  Oune is the fmmense lights which mizmate to the
eonst of Afriea, the Greeian Islands, Twrkey, etc, ete. These
migratory flocks still afford food and an object of pursuit to
thousands during theiv eontinvanee; and countless must the
numbers be of these birds, though not quite making eredible
v the account of Pliny, that ©the quails alight in such num-
biees on the rigging of ships as to sink them by their weight,”
j yThc ancient Nomans and Grecks secm to have been as fond of
fighting quails as the Chinese, the Afzhans, and other eastern
nations still are—the bird still keeping up its character for pug-
nacity. The egzof the quail iz & yellowish white or bufl eolour,
with blotches and spots of a red brown. .
On the 10th (1846) T shot a erosshill out of a small company

of five or six,
< October 11th and 12th,—Large flocks of wild geese passed to
. the south. There was af the time a considerable sprinkling of
snow on the Reoss and Sutherland mountains. None of the
gray or bean-geese seemed to alight anywhere in this neighbour-
. , hood during the autumn ; but a flock of that very beautiful
species the whitedronted goose took up their quarters about the
fresh-water lakes. Deing anxious to procure one of these birds,
I went the following day to look for them. It is a long, tedi-
' ous walk through the desolate country which bounds the ﬁ.“lu(l
.r hills to the westward, and separates them from the lochs mld
swamps which the swans and gecse frequent when in this
“region. After a long search for the birds a sudden gleam of
sunshine shewed ns their yellow bills and white foreheads

| eonzpienonsly above the rough grass and herbage of the swamp
L4
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in which they wore feeding  They did not appear to have
taken any alarm ol us; so pulding mysell wder the wuidanee
of my old keepor, who seemed to have a porfect knowledae of
vvery diteh and hollow of the gronnd by which an approach
conld be made, T erawled and wormed myselt along to within
sixty or seventy yands of five of the birds. To get any nearer,
unzeen, was impossiblo ; so, mising wmy head, awl trusting o
Eley's cartridges and No, 3 shot, 1 fired, and killed a hirace of
these very beautiful birds ; a thivd fell, but rose again, and
recovered himsell: :

The white-fronted geese remained in or near the same die
trict, with only oceasional absences, during the whole winter, and
until the month of Apil ; their habits in this respeel being very

tionary for above a few days, The white-fronted goose (Anser ery-

]

= . - = 0 ¢
unlike those of the bean-geese, who in this region are never sta E‘

thropis) is the handsomest species, both as to form and plumage,
that we ever see in Seotland,  The full-grown birds ave distinetly
and beautifully marked with black bands on the breast, and have
sepure white spot on the front of their head.  They are of a com-
pact, firm shape, and walk with greal activity and lightness
while feeding.  Unlike the bean-goose, they frequently feed in
pools and swamps where sume favowrite plant grows ; anid in
situations which the sportsman can ecasily approach, sometimes
vlose to furze or other cover,  The other kinds of geese never by
any chanee commit themselves in the snme manner, but always
feed and rest in the most open situations, where it is almost
impossible to approach them unseen.  The white-fronted goose
has muech more the form and appearance of the common tame
zoose than the bean-goose. In this respect, as well as in the
peenliar shape of the head and bill, it exactly resembles thoe
gray lag.

18th.—1 shat a gray gull five feet eleven and a half inehes

between the tips of the wings.  Spawning tront get into all thes

5

small-ditches, and wherever they find running water. Hen-
harriers and other hawks come down and hunt the low grounds,

L

L™ T - Y
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I:u_'uhl.'hu_.gr- arvive 1 middle, fieldfaves about the last week of the
monlh,
A single vory large wild swan appeanesd on the lakes on thy

i

. 15th of October, ind on the 206h he was joined by two mwore,
The wild swans, on their fivst aveival, almost always fy into the
bay from the south, coming in Hoeks of one hundred to two
hundred together.  The ouly way T can aceount for this, know-
ing that they must of neeessily have taken their light from the
north, is, by supposing that they fivst alight on some of the
monntain lakes belween Findhorn and Steathspey. A large
tlizht of these noble binds, as they civelo vound ihe f{resh-water
lakes on their Rest arrival, is one of the most beautiful sights
imaginable.®  There is, too, a wild harmony in their bugle-like

% ery, a8 they wheel round and round, now separating into small

y companies, as each funily of five or six scems inclined to alight,

C and now all joining again in a long undulating line, waiting for

the word of command from sowe old leader, whose long ac-

X quaintance with the country and its dangers constitutes him a
swan of note among the common herd. At last this leader

makes up his mind to alight, and in a few moments the whele

flock are gradually sinking down on the calm loch, After a

brief moment or two spent in looking round them, with straight

amd evcet necks, they commence sipping the water, and tnrning

their fexible necks into a thousand graceful curves and attitudes,

They then break ofl into small companies, each apparently a

separate family, and seb to work, with scemingly o most excellent

appelite, on the water-grasses and planta. 1 regret to say thal

: the number of wild swans seems to decrease every year. Feower
& and fewer visit this country, seaved away, probably, by the

# Ot 180 —" The day sfter you left, there wore above two hadred
{ugarer three hundred) swans on the Tay below this.  The Targest flock 1
ever gaw before beve s Leen under twenly. They allowed ns bo stamd
alout oo hapdred anad Gy paeds Tooan ihea, and count ap fo ome landeed
aml ninety, olil, when ey all tose up together in g peefiet clowl, T

was really a magnilicent sight,"— Letter fo M, Tnnes,
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yearly alteration wade in theiv fvourite haoots and  feeding-
grounds, by draining ad otlwer improvements, which substitute ]
oats for rashes, and sheep T wild fowl, au alteration by no I’L
means luldening to the eyes of my old garde-chasse. The
diminution in theiv numbers does nol vesult from the quantity
killed, which, eomparatively speaking, is inconsideralle.

Opn their first arrival the swans are much less shy and wary
than they arve after a fow weeks' experience and knowledge of
the dangers which surround them. On thesa lochs, which arve

tolerably quict, a floek generally remains during the whole winter,

The feeding is mood, and when anything disturbs them, the
sands of the bay offer them a sure refuge. 1 seldom interfere
with them, unlesa I happen te want one for any purpose ; and

in reward for this forbearanes 1 have the pleasure of seeing them
every day in nearly the same part of the water, either feeding ‘<
on tho plants or pluming themselves on the small banks and Y
izslandz.  Their favourite loch iz, of course, the one least acces-
sible to any cnemy.

. The flesh of the wild swan, at least of those who leed inland,
is perfectly free from all strong and unpleasang finvour, their
food consisting almost wholly of a kind of water-grass which has
a bulbous root. In these lochs there is a good supply of this
plant, and the swans become very.fat, so much so as to make it
exceedingly difficult to preserve the skins, the only part of them
which [ put toany wse* When the feathers are picked out,
there remnins on the skin a great thickness of very beautiful
snow-white down, which, when properly dressed by a London
furrier, makes boaz and other articles of ladies” dress of unrivalled
beauty.

Our omupivorous ancestors appear to have been great caters of

e

swans,  Amonest other dishes al a feast in the reign of Edward

IV., mention iz made of ¢ four hundred swans”  Those said

* Gilwecedn fuiteas and 0 agiadion. —These grasses, osp

'i.il]l:.' the
v sucenlint nourishing quality.  The seeds of the former are
plnmtly in Hollaod, and used in many parts of Borepe as (ood.

former, o

gatlierad o
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ancestors must have had mavvellons capacions stomachs @ for at

] the same feast there was the like number of herons, besides end-

§ less other little delivacies, such as “two thonsand pigs ™ the

oo last entrées mentioned being “twelve porpoises and seals”™ theso

“probably being reserved to the lnst as o boneebouche,  Traly, the

tables must have groaned, lferally, nol fyuralively, wnder the
burden of the good things laid upon them,

The wild swans, on their first arvival, as I before remarked,
are not wearly so wild as subsequent ill-treatment renders them,
amd T never found much diffienlty in proeuring a hrace, or more,
early in the season. Awaiting their arrival af o feeding-place is
sencrally the surest way of getting a shof, or by way-laying them
in their passage from one loch to nuother. On a windy day I
% have got ab them, where the situation has been favourable, by
dint of creeping up through bog and diteh.  Tu yough weather
they are not so ready to take wing, and with good management
way be driven from one emd of a lech to the ofher without
quitting the water,

October 18 (1847)—Flocks of starlings. -

The starling (Sturaws valguris) is a conftant inhabitant of
Moray. It breeds in the old trees aboul Gordonston, and
sometimes abont Elein Cathedral and other old buildings in the
district. Early in the autumn they colleet intimmense flocks,
In October and November clouds of starlings frequently roost
in the reeids of Loch Spynie; as the dusk of evening cones on
they wheel to and fro, sometimes settling on, and agein rising
from the reeds, till at lasi having arranged themselves to their
satisfaction they remain quiet for the night. I was amused one
evening by watching the attempts of a merlin to coteh one out
of an immense flock of starlings. The hawk appeaved to have
fixed his eye on one particular bird, and endeavoured to single
it out from the rest.  The pursued starling, however, whenever
his pursuer was near overlaking it, dashed into the middle of
the flock, when all its companions; to the number of many
hundreds, elosed round it in the air, forming a perfeetly compact
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body like a solid mass, every binl witering a lowd seream
simultanconsly.  In this manuer they completely puzeed aud ]

Beat oll the hawk,  The staring besowes very tame and fapiliar
in conlinement, and learns both to whistle tunes and also o

uiter words, and even shont sometimes wilh exactnesz and with i

a most human like voice, 1 have seen an old hen starking
which was eaught with birdlime, along with lier young ones,
bring up her brood in a eage as carelully as il at larze,  The
food of the starling consists principally of caterpillars, grubs,
ele.; but it also eals fruit.  In confinement it appears to
be fonder of raw meat than anything else.  The colony of
the whole bivd is dark, approaching to Llack, but beautifully
clossed with purple copper ecolouy, cte,, and each feather has
a buil-coloured spot. The bill is yellow during the summer )
and spring, but becomes of a dark-lrown in the winter, '_L']u-‘*

female reseubles the male, bub is less bright in ber plumage. % 5
The young bivds ave of a plain brown for the first year. The
e is of o pale delicate blue colour,

. et 13 (1840)—1I have not been in the way of getling much
lately, but yestenday a beautiful spotied ceake and *four eross-
Lills—male and female amd two young—were taken, I sce in
the loch seaup, pochard, and pintail, widgeon, teal, mallard, and
volden eye, cte.

The s]ruued erake (Orfygomefra porzanan) is vory vare, and
indeed were it otherwise, its shy and retived habits would e
vient its being often seen.  The only place where I have seon il

killedl i5 in Spynie, and always in the autumn or winter,  The '
Aill iz dull yellow, much shorter than that of the water wil, and
straight,  The gemeral colour of the plumase is olive brown,
The neck, breast, and lower parts are spotted with white oneach
leather, The danks are barred with white, black, and pale brown.
The upper parts are heautifully warked with spols of white ; in
ot pards these spols are surronnded with a black wargin, The
ivideaare haeel,  The legs of o greenish vellow,  The whole bird
has a very Leautifully varfegated appearines, and is al onee dis
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tinguizled from any other bird of the same funily.  The labis
Cof the spotted erake resemble those of the water rail,
i : Chetober s the momtl whon the greatest number of widgeon
. wrrive in the bay ; and the wallands, alse, keep up o constant
quacking and ealling on the sands.  Every evening at sunsct,
or goon afterwurds, the mallands ly to the stubble fields, pre-
lerring those where there is the least quantity of grass to cover
the seatiered graing,  The water ouzels now come down to the
burnis near the sea ; and theso werey little birds resort to the
very same stones year afler year. They appear to be regular
attemdants on the small strewmns amgl burns where the trout
3‘i'|‘-.“'l'|:h

Grouso in COelober and September foed vory amuch in the
stubble fickds, and are snaved and trapped in great numbers by
he shepherds and others, who have small cat fields for up in
the hills ; they frequently leave some of the sheaves on the
groumd for the express purpose of eatching the grouse. The
usual manner is with hovse-hair nooses ; they put a great number
of these snares on each sheaf of corn, and catch dozens of grouse
in q 1ttu|.'|l1'1lg..
Lmmediately on the retiving of o fload in the river

3 Erend

uumbers of snipes are scen on the mud and refuse left Ly

the water, feeding busily.  Where they some from is diffieult to
savy a5 at this scazom, oxcept on these occasions, we-have no
1 crenl abundance of these binds,  led-shanks, in consideralle
* tlocks, follow their example.  On the 16th T see redwings in the
E hedges ¢ fieldfares do not appear until ten days afterwards,  The
woud-pigeons now Hly considerable distanees to feed on aeomns,
| In the south of England T have killed wild ducks with their
crops nesrly bursting with the quantily of acorns they had
swallowisd,  They collect them from the single ouk trees stad

ing in grass lields,
From the variety of food fouwd in the erops of wild dueks

X

wight, and often into places where no ene wonld expeet {o find

= cerlain these Bivds must wander fae and near, during the
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them,  Though the peewits generally loave s early in October,

a flock i3 sometimes seen ab the end of the menth, .
The procesdings of the common long-tailed ficld-monze (Mus, 3
syleativns) are amusing, and indicate perfeet foresight of -Ilr.i"r-'l' o
cold and scarcity of winter,  They dig deep holes in the stubble-
ficlds, in which they colleet large stores of food, such a8 grain,
acorns, nuts, and even cherey-stones.  On the approach ol eold
winds or min, they shut themselves up in their underground
habitations, closing the aperture |---1|||-'||-I|-ll'.'. Tha quantity of
earth which they diz out and leave at the mouth of their hole
in o single night is quite sstonishing. At the instigation of
the gardener my boys wagze war against Lhese little pilferers.
By pouring water into the holes the poor mouse is obliged,

nofens volens, 1o bolt like a vabbit driven out by a fervet.

Late in ihe afternoon I constanily see the roe feeding o
those clover fields where there is sulficient scecond growth to
attract them, They have now lost their red summer coat, and
have put on their beautiful mouse-coloured winter covering,
though the hair has not yet acquived ifs full length, Nothing
can be more graceful than the light and agile movéments of this
animal while nibbling the tender shoots of the bushes and trees
on which it feeds. . The wild rose and the hramble are amongst
its fovourite morsels: from the long twigs of these plants it
nibbles off leal by leafin the most graceful monner imaginable.
Az the leaves fall from the birch and ocak woods the roe guit
them, and take to the fir plantations, where they have more
quict and shelter. The foresters accuse these animals of '|r|_"l]'|:._‘*'
very destruetive to their young onk trees ; and fond as T am of
them, I am afraid I must admit the accusalion is just, os
they indonbtedly prefer the topmost shoot of & young oak-tree
to almost any other food. Nevertheless, the mischiel done to
the woods by roe is trifling when t'ump:n‘ml to that of rablits.
Many an scre s obliged to be replanted owing to their destrues_—

tive nibbling ; and in some of the beantiful woods of Drodi
[ zaw the fine holly-trees of many yewrs' growth, with stenis
i
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of six inches in dinmeter, killed dewd by being barked by
ralibiits,
) The commen buzzard { Buteo valgeriz) is far less common than
l it wis even a fow years ngo.  Of a greedy and indolent disposition,
it ix easily trapped, eoming to almost any dead animal which may
be placed as o bait, 1t breeds both in roeks and in trees,  The
e, gonerally four in number, are of a dirty white, slightly
spotted.  The bedadth of the wings is about four feei. It can
be easily distingunished from any othier hawk of the same size
while on wing by its soaring fight, and by the roundness of its
winga. In both these vespects the buzeard lms o great resem-
blanee to the eagle. The plumage of different specimens varies
very much both as to the shade of the brown upper paris, and
“in the quantity of white beneath. Though not destructive to
}ﬂ'émusu or partridges during the breeding season, it destroys a
ereat any voung birds, lis principal food, however, consists
of carvion, or of wiee, young rabbits, or leverets, and even of
lizards, rats, or any small animal, Though sluggish in its usual
hiabits, sitting very often for many hours together on the same
dead branch of a tree, or on some point of rock, the buzzard
has a very beantiful flicht as it soars at a great height in wide

-

'] circles, apparenily searching the eountry for some dead animal,
Its quickness, too, in {inding out any food of this kind is won-
derful.

. The rough-legged tmzzard (Avchibuteo lagopus). This bird is

i1 very rarely secn in this country, indeed I have only seen one

.gpcnﬁnnu, which I believe was killed in Inverness-shive, It is
| eazily distinguished from the common bugzard, by its legs being
i feathered down to the feet.

I have never seen the honey buzzard (Perats apivorus) in this
distriet, but o hawl was deseribed to me which was seen feeding
on o wasp's nest near the river Findliorn, which, by the de-

*—-__seription, could be nothing but the honey Uuzard. No bind

\il:l;‘ﬂ more as to its plumage than this. The upper parts are
brown, more or less motiled, and the under parts white or nearly

5
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gy IE s o mueh smoller Bind han the common buwsanl,. Az
itz pame denotes, it feeds mnech on loney ond alss on the larvae

% it
of wild bevs and wasps, amd when theso are not to be had, 1t

feeds on fusects amd small bivds, repliles, ote, -

I shot two jack-snipes to-day I:lﬂth} and saw others ; it s
rather early for theiv arrival,

Uetober (1849)—The sea gulls of every variely are very
uumerous, also sandpipers,  Pevegrine, mefin, sparrow-hawk,
keatrel, and Len-haveer daily, T hear of other hawks, but see
these,

The kestrel (Twmnenlus alfimdurins) s 0 very eommon
hawk, and not only hamless, but of great seeviee both to the

farmer and the forester, as ik destroys great nombers of mice,
- i
which form its prineipal food. On wing it may be very E:ISII‘

distingnished by ils hovering motionless over the fields,
habit which gains it the name of * windhover™ in many parts
of England., Tt remains, as it were, suspended in fhe air
with scarcely any perceptible motion of its wivgs, and this
for a considerable time, watehing the movements of some un-
fortunate mouse, and waiting for the right instant to make its
stoop.  The bird whose manner of hunfing most resembles
that of the kestrel is the osprey. The osprey hovers in pre-
cizely the same manncer while watching for trout in the elear
streams of the novth.  The kestrel breeds prineipally in rocks,
but occasionally in trees. The egps ard of the same rvich red
colour as those of the peregrine and the merlin, It is 2 very
Leautifully-marked bird in its mature state.  The crown of the
head and upper part of the neck is blue gray.  The tail is also
of the same eolour, with a black band near the extremity which
is tipped with white, The romp is blue gray also.  The upper
parts of the bady and wings are of a brightish ved brown, with
anglor black spots,  The lower parts are rosly white streaked
with brown, The fess amd cere vellow, The eyes are blae
amd large, ®The tail is long in proportion to the sife of the
birl, the wings not reaching o the extremity,  The fomale biwd

-
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lias hor upper pads of a leht seddizh brown with dack Tars,

The fail iz vred brown with hiack

bars, The lower parts resern bl
thoze of the male.  The Il,'m.r”::Lir:l:-; huayver 1ol I!I1':I:I'|.:n' stteh Briceht
and elenrly marked plumsge as the matuee binds, thei whle
plumage being sty brown with dwk steaks.  The Kestiel,
though an clecant and beautiful Bivd, has not the saane compact

and powerful appearanee as the werin or any other small hawlk.

It is not many years since the kite (Mifvus vegalis) was so
vommon in this and in many other paris of the country as Lo
bo quile a seourge th the goodwife, being always o great
destroyer of young chickens, young ducks, and such swall and
weak animals as are incapable of making much resistance. Al

though so large and powerful looking, the kite has nooe of the
woldness and activity of any of the other hawk tribe in attack-
# its prev.  The flight, however, of this bivd iz almost un

equalled in beauty when it soars in wide circles high in the clear
eky, as if sunning iteelf in the pure air of a higher region.  Its
wide and beautifully-marked wings and long forked tail give it
a peculiarly picturesque appearance on these oceasions, Uniless,
however, driven by the necessity of providing for the hunger of
il young, the kite preys only on small weak birds and reptiles,
and, more frequently, on cardon of any description, fresh or
stale. o little savage and courageons is- ils disposition, that 1
allow o tame kite to live amongst tawe ducks and poultry,
who seem to have no dread of it.  When, however, there are

] young broods about, I do not trust her amongst them. A tame
™ d . 2 a
i peregring or even sparrow-hawk would not live in the same Kind
i of neutrality with them for two days without either killing sonie
L]

of the poultry or being killed by them. The kite secms a very
sociable bind when tame, and is very fond of being taken nolice
of, putting down its head like a pareot o be semtehed, and alto-
gether seeming to like being talked 1o and to have companions,
Téhas the pecaliarity of nttering its lond and not inharmenious
shistlent all hours, even in tho night, if it sees alight or hears a
plerson passing,  This bird is now very rare, and searecly over



254 KIEET OF THE KITE.

seen 1 this !I.'l'l'l of the country. 1= !11'4'|'1|_:|.' il r'|:||-|:-||'i-.'i.||1.'
pature rendered it an easy vietim to gamekeopers and tppers,
and it is now nearly extinet.  The nest is large, built of long
amd stout sticks and lined with o variety of substances, such os-
woal, pieces of eloth, or anything that it way chanee to find of

a suitable nature, The egy is dirty white, with reddish brown

bloteles at the lavger emd.  The bind s easily distinguished
from any other bawk By its size, anad by ils Tong forked tail, of
arich orange colowr,  The feet and claws ara small in propor-
tion to the =iz of the bird, and have not the same strensth and
power as those of the peregrine or poshawk, The shape of the
head and bill is more like that of an eagle than a hawk,




CHAPTER THE THIRTEENTH.
GOTOBER—Puwe 1,

October 19 (1847} —Swans (e, one swan) amd numbers of

geesa appear. I shall be haunted by a swan all my Jife, 1
deliberately shot two barrels into one to-day at an easy distance,
and—he went to sca—and T lost him, riddled, cut to pieces,
ate. ebe., but gone |
Most of the hill-bred hawks come down to hunt the fields,
ich are clear of corn, and alzo to fecd on the plovers, efe.,
which frequent the shove, I somctimes see the peregrine in
pursuit of wild ducks ; and to-day 1 observed one give chase
to an old mallavd, The pursuit was rather curious, revers-
ing the usnal order of things, as the faleon's greai object
was to keep*below the mallard instead of above him the
' duck endeavouring all he could to get to the water, in which
case he knew, as the hawk did also, that his chance of eseape
would be the greatest.  Once in the water, his own element, by
diving and swimming he would soon have baflled his pursuer,
I don't know what was the end of the chase ; the last I saw of
them they were winging their way at a tremendons rate straight
*across the sea for the opposite coast of Ross,  Either the hawk
was not willing to strike his prey while over the water, or the
mallard had a vigour of wing which enabled him to keep ahead *
of his murderons encmy. :
My tame peregrine, after some years of perfect friend-
* ship and alliance with our pet owl, ended in killing and cating
!.l_':'.l'! a piece of ungenercus barbarvism which T should not have

snuspected so fine a bird would have committed. They seemed
have quarrelled over the remains of some bird that was given

.
.
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them for fod, AL any mibe all that vempined o the poor owl
was & leg and some of the longer feathors,
T

adapted (o the sport of hawking as lormerly 3 but, assdar as

country in ils present enelosed state 15 not =0 well

relates to the training of the bivds, the process is wnch wore
simple and easy than iz generally supposed.  OF course the
trainer must take in haml o binl of the proper kind, such as a
peregrine, a merlin, or an Ieeland or ger faleon. A goshawlk s
tractable, enougly ; bod has not the sone dash amd wapid fight
as any of the true long-winged faleons,

The fivst gtep is to peenstom your bind to the hood, withow
which you ean do nothing ; bat most hawlks allow themselves to

b hooded quietly enougl, and ae then o o great degree under
yvour command, a5 when hooded you can darry her, when anad
where you like on your hand, and familiavise her to your voie
arul to being handled.
The next step is to acenstom the hawk to feed on the ].nr{',
and onfy on the lure, =o as to fly divectly to it whenever she
Jsees it : indeed, the lure ought only to be shewn when the bird
is to foed. g
These two points gained, you must proeced to flying the
hawk in an open field, substituling a long silken string, or
“ereance,” for the shoré leathern strap, the ®leash,” by which
you eomnponly hold her. By taking her out hungry, and by shew-
ing her, when mounted in the air, the lure with food attached
to it, you will find that she will swoop at once down to ler usual
feeding-place, which, as T have said, should be the * lure™ only.
After doing this two or three days, if the hawk appears traet-
able, and oot at all shy or wild, take her out when very hunary
and let her mount without any “ereance ;" and when she is well
np in the air, toss down the Iuee, which undil then should be
copcenled, and ten to one ot the hawk will |'||L1uuﬂ|t1{.]]| comi
down wpon it with the rapidily of an areow ; ol & mors bean.
tiful sizht than the swoop of a hawk feom o grent height T oo
nivt know,
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To make her kill her game, you must atb fivst lot her g at
dapigeon or other bind, with ifs wings parlislly eul, =0 as to

has killed two or thiee birds in this way, she will prol ably kill
any bind you may ily her at in a fvourable conntry.  Dut in
this fine old sport the mere killing the gamoe iz almoest a minor
consideration.  The flight, the soaring, amd the rapid deteclion
of, amd deseent upon, the lure, are in themselves most interesting
and beautiful.
{ I am not sufliciently gkilled in the scienee, evenif I had time
and space, to attempt technieally to deseribe or make others

§ [ ensure her asainst fuilure at the commencement,  Aftor she

understand all that is required fo constitute an accomplished
faleoner.  The wmoulling of the fleons, their keeping, fecding,
and fraining, must all be perfectly understood and earclully
attended to ; and although almost any person who has his time

at hiz command may manage to keep a single hawk in oo
training and obedience, yet to carry out the amusement to any
degree of perfection, a professed and skilful faleoner must be
engaged, whose zole and entirve employment should be to attend -
to the health and education of the birds,

The training of falcons iz much facilitated by the natural
disposition of the bird, whigh is confiling and fearless; and
these qualificaiions, assisted by the leen senze of hunger, render
their taming and education far more easy than would at first be
supposed.

Next to the peregrine the merlin is the best hawl to trin,
, being equally familiar and fearless ; and, altliough of so small a

size, it has courage enough to dash fearlessly when launched from
the hand at whatever bind it may see on wing. A merlin be-
longing to a friend of mine would fiereely assail a blackeock. .
| This hawk, too, is so beautiful and so finely formed, that
pretticr pet cannot be found ; and when once a hawk is aceus-
i domed Lo the hood, the trouble of keeping her is very little.
i' XL The goshawlk, although o fine handsome bird, as has 'ﬂm'u]i.
\boen said, has not the speed of any of the long-winged hawlks,

&



258 GOSHAWIK. (ot
but she flies well ot rabbits. T am teld that the manner in
which this hawk kills a mbbil, by breaking its skull at a single
blow, is something marvellous. 1

The goshawk (Adefur palumbariug) is now nearly extinet in -
this country, A few years ago it bred regularly in the forest of
Darnaway, and it may still do so. It also breeds in the forest
of Glenmore, near Grantown, on the Spey.  The female 'L.-.-Ethrgu
and very powerful bind, with a peenlinrly keen and cruel look-
ing oye. Thae length of & mature bird is about two feet ; the
upper parts of an ash-colonred Loown, with o white streak over
the cve ; the lower parts are white, thickly marked with cross
barz of brown ; there is a great difforence between the male and
female as to size, the latter being much larger and heavier than

the former ; ihe nest is large, and placed in a tree ; the eggs are
white, with a few reddish brown spots. The irides of the goss
hawk vary like these of the sparrow-hawk, aceording to the age
of the bird, being of a gray pearl colour in the young bird, and
gradually ehanging to a deep yellow. The plumage of the young
has a red instead of a blue shade, as in the old bird. The gos-
hawk, like other short-winged hawks, scoms to cateh his flying
prey more by surprise than by rapidity of flight ; gliding quickly
throngh the cover, it suddenly pounces on partridge, pheasant,
or wood-pigeon, and seldom hunts in the open country except-
ing for young hares and mbbits, It is rather a favourite with
some fuleoners, and is flown with great suecess ab rabbils and
even at haroz.  The former are killed by it with great ease, and
if the hawk sirikes a hare towards the shoulder, she appears quite * |
able to stop its course. When Hown ab birds, if unsueecssful

in itz first dash, the goshawlk 1z apt to perch om the nearest tree

or hedge, and there to remain patiently as if expeeting the re-
appearance of its prey. This habit, and its less inferesting

manner of flight, renders it less a favourite with mysell than the

peregrine. The temper of the trained goshawlk, too, is said to —
he more capricions and changeable, and to require mueh humour-

ing. Our ancestors, who understood hawking far hetier than we
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do, had the same opinion of the goshawk, and T find in an olil
book on the subject the remark that “she is very cloies amnd
! dainty, amd vequires to have a nice hand kept over hon"  The
sime work vemarks the habil of o goshawk of taking to a tree
when disappointed in her fiest Hight. This kind of hawk, how-
ever, seems to have been much used for all sorts of zame, and
particnlarly for the larger kinds, such as the wild gooze, ofe,
But T am wandering into a subject of which I know too little
from personal experience to render my remiarks of any value ;
and will only recommend those of my readers who possess time
and energy to procurs a perestine falcon in good lhealth and per-
fect plumage (the latter point is most imiportant), and then, with
some treatize on hawking in one hand, try if he cannot soon
- ‘rain the hawk which sits hooded on his other. With a fair
' ®ore of temper, patience, and eareful observation, he will be
| sure 1o succeed. ;

At this season the osprey is sometines seen soaring, with its
kestrel-like flight, along the course of the viver. T oceasionally
see one hoveripg over the lower pools i but, in general, this bird
is seen here only fn fransitu from one side of the country to the
other. The golden eagle, too, passes on his way at this season
from north to south, frequently attended Ly arabble rout of gray
crows, who, when they have pursued the kingly bird for a certain
distance, rive up the chase, which is immediately taken up hy a
fresh band, who in their furn pass him over to new assailants.
J 1t would appear that each set follows him as long as he is within
' their own espeeial district, like country constaliles passing on a
b | sturdy vagrant from one parish to another,

' Oct. 37 (1847).—The golden plovers collect in great flocks
on the banks of the river to enjoy the morning sun,  They are
now in excellent condition,

The Bohemian waxwing or chatteror (Ampelis garrulus) visits:

8t irregular and at long intervals.  When it does appear; il is
uually in eonsiderable numbers, not in large flocks, but widely
sedttered.  They feed on the berries of the hawthorn, mountain

.



2040 THE WAXWING—FOOD OF THE PHEASANT. (e

ash, and similar fruite.  While (lying from dree to treo, o

perched on o topmost bough, they frequently ulter o peendiae

though nob Joud note, which at onee etrikes v the e of the |
ornithologist as the ery of a strange bird,  They are not at all-&

shy, and fall an casy prey to the gunner. Tho name of waxwing

indicates 1his beantiful little bird more decisively than that of
chatterer, the mest striking peeuliarity in the bLird being the

small bright red appendages to their secondaries, giving the

points of these feathers the appearance of iaving been dipped in
sealing-wax.  The substancoe iz, however, more like hormn.  The

head is ornamented with a erest of rather long pendant feathers,

The upper parts of the plumage ave of soft reddizh brown ; the

throat is Llack, and a streak of the same colour passes above b
and through the cyes, which are large and Black, ‘The iail s

black, each feather tipped with yellow: On the wings is

band of white, and some of the long wing feathers are tipped. '
with pale yellow or straw colour.  The lower parts of the bird
are ash brown, inclining to purple, The feet are black and
strong. The number of feathers that are tipped with red is
irregular, varying in the specimens which I have seen from six
to eight. The plumage of the specimens also varies consider-
ably in length of crest, shade of colouring, cte. In all, ioweyer,
there is the same beautiful appearance.

In this country the pheasant (Phasianus colchicus) is rare,
excepting in places where they are preserved from poacliers, and
fed during the winter. If the latter is not attended to, in conses I
quence of their wandering habits they ave apt to stray far from
home, and to fall a prey to poachers, ete.  The pheasant cats all
sarts of food, grain, inseets, roots, and even carvion.  Though de-
structive to crops, where too numerous, the pheasant is of some
service in scratehing up and cating great numbers of grubs and
caterpillars, amongst which it is said to be particuludy fond of the
wireworm, one of the greatest plagues that the farmeris subject ¢ =
unless kept down by rooks, pheasants, ete.  Acorns, beech-magt,
ete., are alsn much sought after by the pheasant, Teing a vetlo-
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able and easy prey 1o night-poachers whero not sufliciently pro-
tected, they are soon destroyed.  They appear to roost upon the
barest amd most transparent tree in the wood ; and as il this was
not sullicient, on rebiving to roost the cock crows, and the hen
ulters a low butb distinet ery which at onee points out the pard of
the wood where they are to be found.  During the night they
are easily ‘seen from below, and can easily be shot or * smoked.”
The latter operation is performed by means of brimstone burnt
in an ingeniously made box, with a tube whieh directs the smoke
to the head of the bird and soon sulfocates it sufficiently to canse
it to dvop senseless from the free,  These and many other means
are mwade uso of to entrap the pheasant, Lesides the more logiti-
mate manner of shooting, The phensont will breed without

anuch hesitation with the common fowl, more particularly if

rought up with pullets without secing any of their own species.
The wmule bind, however, iz inferior in beauty and proportions
to both its parents. 1 have also seen mules between the phea-
sant and blaek game. The rich brillinney of the pheasant's
plumage renders him eertainly the handsomest of all our birds.
When quiet dnd undisturbed he will soon become familiar, feed-
ing boldly about the house door, and forming a great ornament
and addition to the beauty of the garden, more particularly
during the spring, when, with ercet crest and eomb, he struts
and crows at all hours of the day, spreading his tail and quivering
hiz wings in the most fantastic monner,  When reared under
a hen, thongh delicate for the first few days, if allowed plenty of

[ ] a - .
room and liberty, and variety of food, they soon become strong

and hardy, They are very pugnacious, and not only fight
amongst themselves, but also attack and drive away common
fowls who way infrude on their domain. The spur of a phea-
sant is short and blung for the fivst year, but gradually increnzes
in length and sharpness every succeeding year of his life
White and pied varieties are not uncommon in numeronsly
stocked preserves, but no variety is equal in beauty to the bird
1 its own proper plumagze.  The most enrious change of plum-
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.
age to which they are subject is that of the ** mule,* or what is
sooealled.  This change appears, however, to be that of an old
hen taking on herself the feathers and appearance of the male
Lird, with the exception of the spurs and ecomb, 1 have .4-rt'1L,L
and killed * mules " in many varietios of plumage, {from that of i
a hen with but few marks of the male, to o binl having the en- g
tire plumage of, bt lesa bright and smaller than the male, The
ring-necked pheasant is zometimes looked on as a distinet species,
but it often happens that the same nest produces birds both
with and without rings, 'There iz, however, o variety which al-
ways has a ring, and the plumage of which is rather different
from that of the pheasant more commonly killed. The principal
difference iz that the plumage of the ring-necked pheasant has o
oreater {endency to green on the head and the rump, and 18/
altogether lighter.  The two varietics, however, are now &o com
pletely intermixed that there can be no distinet line drawn be-
tween the two. The pheasant builds.its nest, or rather lays its
eops on the ground, ['l-cqu:rm-l_';.r under eut and dried bushes,
amenzst long grass, ete, and loys from ten to twelve esgs, some-
times more. It the newly-laid egg is taken regpularly out, leav-
ing only one ego in the nest, the pheasant will continue laying
for four or five weeks. They sit about twenby-eight days. The
mother is very careful of her young when first hatched, and I
have seen her fly both at dog and man in their protection as
boldly as o domestic fowl.

Oct, 30 (1847 )—Rennie shot at five swans, an casy shot, in
the water, all sitting with their heads like this, but did not hurt *
one, much lezs kill one. I fancy they went off to Spynie.
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CaArRMING to every sense is the first return of spring : but quite

as enjoyablo is a fine dry sutumn day, and far wore invigorating

is the first {rosty morning than the breath of the most balmy

spring breezo that ever gave life to bind or butterfly, In this

part of the island, too, spring is ab best but a capricious and un-
§¥ cortain beauty, and in the course of four-and-twenty hours one
©is bumt by an alwost tropical sun, and cut in twain by an east
wind which seemes to have been born snd bred in the heart of
an icebers,

Nok 20 in autumn, or at any mate during the carly part of it.
In October, the equinox being tolerably well over, and the more
gevere frosts of winter not yet sct in, nothine can exeeed the
exhilarating fecling which comes with every brecze. How
beantiful is the rising of the sun !—bright and red, he casts a
splendour of colour, in every gradation of light and shade, on
the rigzed mountains of t]m west, whose summits alveady
capped with smow have the hue and refulgence of enormous
opels: the sun, too, rises at 2 proper gentlemanlike hour, 5o as to
give every one a chanee of admiring Lim on his first appearance,
imstead of humying into existence loo early for most of the
world to witness his young beauties,

From my carliest days I rejoiced more in autumn than in
uny other scason,  © Pomifer Autumnus” calls forth in the
schoolboy's mind a remembrance of apples and frait, ripe and
suddy.  In later years autumn (and October is undonbiedly the
prime month of that season) fillz us with thankfulness for the




L]
26k AN OCTOBER WALK. fm

abundance and varivty of the pl‘mlll!'ﬁl“ll!'- of the earth. As 1

wanider now in the wilds aud woods, by river aud glude, on )

overy side the ehanging folinge displays an’endless vorely of ‘i

Loeautiful eolours,  Every thicket and grove has ita rich mixture

of emerald green, brizht brown, erimson amd gold, ‘
Every day too has its interest in the eyes of the dweller on -

thisz coast, for the arrivals and deparbures of ditlieront bivds are

unintermitting,  An infinite vavieby of wild-fowl come over from

the north and north-oast, while our swmwer visitants, sueh as

tho landeail, enckoo, swallow, and most of the insect-eating

birds, disappear, Onc of my most favourite walks is along the

shore, beg

ming at the mouth of the river and following ihe
edge of the bay till I reach the open fieth ; then, alter eontinu-
ing alomg the beach for three or four miles, T return through the
wild unenltivated ground which divides the sen-shore from till!‘*;
arable lands. At this season the variety of birds which are o

be zeen in the course of this walk is astonishing,  Starting from
home zoon after sunrise, with o bisenit in my pocket, my gun or 2
wile on my arm, and my constant cinine companion with e,

| am independent for the day. Dright and braging is the
antumn mormning ; the robin sings joyously and fearlessly from
the topmost twiz of some rose-bush, as I pass through the garden,
while the thrushes and blaekbirds are busily employed in turn-
inr up the leaves which already begin to st rew the walks as
they search in conseious security for the gray snails, repaying us

for the stmawherrics and cherries they have robbed us of ;
and weleome are they to their share of fenit in the season of
plenty.

The partridges as I pass througli the field seem aware that I
am not bent on slaughter, but on n quiet walk of obzervation ;
and instead of rising and flying off as T pass them, simply lower
their heads till T am beyond then, and then begin feeding azin
on the stubbles.

From the pools at the end of the river a brace or two uof teal
and snipes, or perhaps of mallands rise, and probably one or two
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are bagged, a8 T make no scruple of shooting these hluiaa. ol s
sage when they give me an oppartunily,

Looking quictly over the bank of the river, L see a conple of
poosaniders fishing busily at the tail of a pool. They are nob
worth cating, and 1 do not just now want a specimen ; s0 after
watehing them for a short time, as ihey figh for small tront, 1
walk on, leaving them unmolested.  1f, however, I shew any
porlion of my figure above the bank, their quick oye deteets me,
and after gazing for half o winute with ereet neek, they ily oll’;
ab first flapping the surface of the water, or almost running along
it ; aml then gradually rising, wend their way 1o a few pools
higher up the river, where alighting they re-commencs their
tishing. .

The golden-eye dick and the morillon also are frequently

Fﬁun diving for shell-fish and weed in the deep quiet pools,

but never fishing in the shallow parts of the river like the

vopaander,

The goosander (Mergns merganser) is a large and handsome
bird, but it is not of frequedt ocenrrence here in the adult state,
Tt frequentsboth fresh water and salt water lochs.  Its food ie
wholly fish, and its deeply serrated bill, with the tecth sloping

nwands, gives ik great capability both of eatehing and holding

its slippery prey. It is ensily seen how impossible it must be
for a fish, once canght, to cscape. The finger is easily drawn
along with the grain of the teeth, that is, into the bird's mouth ;
Lk it you endeavour to withdraw it without care, every tooth
enters it.  Like all fsh-eating birds, the goosander dives with

‘wreat rapidity, and remains under the water for a considerable

time. It hunts a-great deal towards the tail of the siveams
catching the small trout which lie in these places. Tt begins
its seareh at the very end of the stream, where there is zearcely
water to cover it, and huuting carcfully along ihe gravelly

Jottom, soon finds its prey.  The weight of an adult goosander

—
\

ig fully four pounds, The male is a very beautiful bird. The
most distinguishing part of the plumage is its delicate cream-
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coloured breast.  This colour, however, fades soon after death.
The erest on the head is large and thick, though ot very lomg,
and of a glossy wven black.  The plumage altosether is marked
decidedly with black and white. The logs amd feot are of o
bright red.  The bill is also red, with a black nail, and strongly
hooked at the point.  The plumage of the femalo is very diffe-
rent.  The head, throat, and erest ave of a light chestnut colour.
The neek amd breasi white, slightly marked with gray, The
lower parts white, tinged with yellow or ercom colour. The
upper parts ave all ash coloured, with a broad white band
on the wing. The legs, foct, and bill are of o duller red than
ihose of the male.  The young male resembles the fomale.s The
goosander brgeds in the northern parts of Scotland, The ege
iz white, with a shade of bufl colour. The nest is placed under
large stones, or amongst rank herbage near the water. _‘
The peewits do not leave us till quite the end of October,
and during most of the month are in Humense numbers on the
sands near the mouth of the river, In the dusk of the evening
they, as well as the golden plover, Rave the sands, and take to
the fields in search of worms and snails, generally frequenting
the ploughed land or the grassfields.  As I pass along the shore
of the bay, large flocks of widgeon fly to and fro as the ebb-tide.
leaves uneovered the small grassy island and banks. Unlike
the mallard and teal, both which are night-feeding birds, the
widgeon freds at any hour of the day or night indiseriminaiely,
uok waiting for the dusk to eommence his search for food, but
grazing like geese on the grass whenever he can get at it.
Although towards the end of winter the shyest of all water-fowl,
the widgeon, at this season, owing to their not having been per-
secuted and fived af, may Ve ensily approached, and with a liitle
care may be closely watched as they swim to and fro from banlk
to bank ; sometimes landing, and at other times cropping the
grass as they swim along the edge, If a pair of mallards is
amongst the flock, the dmke’s green head is soon seen to riss up}'/‘
above the rest, as his watchfuluess is seldom long I.I::-G-uivut];L
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with low quacking he warns his mate, and the two then rise,
giving an alarm to the widgeon. The latter, after ono or two
rapid wheels in the air, veluemn to {heir feeding-ground, but the
mallards ly ol to o considerble distanee befora they stop. "Tis
‘s well to make the widgeon pay lribnie, so creeping to the
nearest part of the bank T wuit 1ill & Noek has approached within
shot and in elose vank, and giving them both barrels, four or five
drop, Il any are winged my dog lias a {olerably hard chase
for no bird dives more quickly than the widgeon ; and they
invariably make diveetly for the deep sater, taking long tives,

and only shewing the top of their head when they are obliged
to come up to breathe. . Both male and female have the same
sober plumage ag this season ; nor ave the drakes in full beauty
till January. 1 shot a braeo of widgeon on the 8th of Septem-
ber this year, which is a month before their usual time of arrival.

A flock of eight pazsed over my head, nearly a quarter of a mile
from the sea, and T killed two of them—one apparently a young,
and the other an old bivd. I am inclined to think that they
had been hatehed in this part of the country. Although they
leave us rigularly in the spring, I have been told by an old
poacher that a pair or two, probably wounded birds, remain
about soma of the unfrequented lochs and breed, and he says
that he has occasionally seen widgeon in summer in one
or two places in the neighbourhood ; but this is rare.  As
wy informant has o wvery acewrate scquaintanee with most

Lirds, I beliowe hiz secount to be correct. The widgeon that T

gaw on the 8ih of September had very much the appearance of

a brood which had been hatchied near; one of the binds not

having arrived at that fulness and havdness of plumage that

would enable it to have made a long airial voyage, In Suther-

. land they breed every year.

A I have a long walk before me, dnd bright as an Oclober day
is, tho sun does not give us many hours of his company, Tt
hurries to hide his glorious head behind the suowy peaks of

| Inverness-shire.
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In crossing the sands of the bay to the neck of sandy
cronnd that divides it from the wain sen, there ate oy
mns of water o be waded, some cansed by the river itself,
which branches out into nomerous small streams which iner-
geet the sands, and some made by two good-sized brooks wlich
empty themselves into the bay. In all these streams there
are innumerable flounders, large and swall, which dart as

quick as lightning from under your feet, Their chief motive
power stems to lio in their broad tails, with which they propel
themeelves along ab a wonderful rate ; then, suddenly stopping,
they in an instant bury themselves in the sand ; and it is only o
very sharp eye that can deleet the exact spot where they are by
ubserving their outling faintly marked on the sand in which
they are ensconced : sometimes also their two prominent eyes
way be discovered in addition to their cutling,

It is o favourite amusement with wy boys in the summer
to hunt and spear the lounders which remain at low water in
the pools and rons of water in the bay. On a calm day,
by waling to where the water is a foot or two in depth, they
Lill, with the assistance of a long light ﬁpua;', a Vasketlul of
sood-sized fish. :

When a flounder is taken out of the water and laid on the
moist sands, by a peculiar lateral molion of his fins he buvies
himself az quickly as il siill in Lis own clement,

The large gulls keep up a system of surveillanee over all the
ealm pools at low water, hoveringover them, and pouncing down
like Liawks om any lish which may be left in them. As the
tide ebbz, numbers of herons, alse, come down to the water's
edge, and keeping up step by step with the receding bide, watch
for any fish or marine animal that may suil their appetite. 1t
is mmusing to observe these birds as they stride slowly and de-

liberately in knee-deep water, with neckas outatretelied, intent
on their prey, their gray shadowy fgures looking more like:

withered sticks than living creatoves, 71
Az for curlews, peewils, sand-pipers, of id gowas ontne, their
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numbers in the bay ave conntless.  Regularly as the tide begine
to ebl do thousands of these binds leave the higher Tanks of
sand and shingle on which they have been resting, and betake
_ themselves to the wel sands in search of theiv food 5 and w-
mense must be the supply which every tide throws up, or leaves
oxposed, to afford provision to them all.  Small shell-fish,
shrimps, sea-worms, and other insects, form this woned rous

abundance.  Every bird, too, out of those countless flocks 1a
not only in good orlder, but is covered with faf, shewing how
well the supply is propertioned to the demand : indeed, in the
ease of all wild birds it iz observable that they arc invariably
plump and well-conditioned, unless prevented Ly some wound
or injury from foraging for thomselves,

On the mussel sealps ave immense flocks of oyster-catehers,
prilliant with their black and white plumage, and bright red
Bill, and a traly formidable weapon must that bill be to mussel
or coekle ; it is long and powerful, with a sharp point as hanl

as ivory, which driven in by the full .-'~i.l'l::H;-_:L]l of the bird's head
and neck, must penetrate like a wedge into the shell of the
strongest hell-fish found on these shores,

Teantiful, surpassingly beautiful, is the view before me, as I
vost myself on a height of the sand-hills facing towards the
north. The bright and calm sea elose at hand, and the variously-
shaped and variously-coloured eliffs and rocks of Cromarty amil
Foss; ot a distance in rveality of twelve or fifteen miles, Tu
which, as the sun shines full npon them, appear to be very much
nearer, and all these are hacked by mountains of every form and
sutline, but of a uniform deep blue tipped with white peaks,
The sea as smooth as a mirror, except where some sea-fowl sud-
denly splazhes down into the water, making a few silvery circles,
which soon disappear. Every here and there is a small flock of
tle lonz-tailed duck, diving and sporting in the sea, and uiter-
\_\ ing their strange but musical ery as they chase each other,

swimming rapidly in small cireles or taking short flights close
] above the surface ; the whole Hock dropping all al onee into
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the water as if shot, not alighting geadually like the mallard
and other ducks.

The heavy but handsome velvel ducks (Oidemin fieca) ride
quietly on the sea in small companies, at the distance of about
two hundred yands from the shore, apparently keeping over
some ridge of sand or other feeding-ground, down to which they
are eontinually diving. These binds drift along with the tide
tll it has earried them beyond the place whert they feed ; then
they rise, and fly back for some distance, looking more like
blackeocks than ducks, and dropping amin into the water, they
continue their diving till the tide has drified them beyond the
end of the feeding-ground ; and then the same again and again,

Though in general appearance not unlike the velvet duck,
the scoter (Oidemia nigra) is smaller and not so plump in appenr-
ance, The whole plumage is black witheut the white band on’
the wings. The bill iz black, with a considerable profuberanee
at the base, which is marked with a yellow stripe extending
nearly to the tip. Legs and feet are brownish black. This
bird is not so common in the firth as the velvet scoter, and
secms to leave us during the depth of winter, betaking iiself
sonthwards. I never heard of its being scen inland, and it ap-
pears to live wholly on small shell fish.

This Lird frequents the Moray Firth in considerable num-
bers, It arrives early and leaves us late. Towards the spring
they seem restlessly active, and on a fine day may be seen play-
ing for hours together on the calmy sea, "'l.‘.'}ugn flying, the velvet
scoter has very mueh the appearanee of & black cock. Their
flight is very similar, and the whole plumage is of a fine glossy
black, with the exception of a small white spot under cach oye
and a white bar on the wing. The head is round and large..
The bill iz broad and of a deep orange, with a black Jnob at the
base. The legs and toes are erimson, but the membrane of the

feet is black. The feet are Jarge. The velvet duck never ap- -

proaches very near 1o the ghore in this county, but srems tolive
whelly on the water, where it floats high, and appears to pay. little
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regard to wind and waves, swinuming al its case in tho nlll:_:'l:ml
waler, occasionally faking short flights, It dives with great
celervity, and feeds on small shell-fish, ete, which it seoks at the
botlem of the sea.  When fishing, as the tide drifts them beyomd
the fishing-groupd, these bivds seem to take a short flicht in
order to recommence their search over the same part of the
bottom.  The female is not of so glossy a black as the male, and

. the lower part of her plumage is slightly marked with white,

e

Her Lill is of a dark colour, too, instead of the bright hue of the
male, nor are her legs and feet of so clear a4 red. The flesh is
rank and fishy, like that of all ducks which feed on shell fish,

The rabbits whicle inhalit these  sand-hills are ecerbainly
larger and heavier than those living in the more cultivated
country, though their food must eonsist almost entirely of dry
ant, with the variety of a little sea-weed and the furze bushes,
which they eat into numerous shapes, like footstools, ofto-
mans, ele,

Foxes, almost as tall and powerful a3 greyhounds, frequent
Ehis desert region ; and their fresh tracks ave scen after every tide,
cloze to the foa-ghore, whither they have been in search of easi-
up fizh, wounded wild fowl, and such like.

I never pass over these sand-hills without endeavouring to
raise some new theory respecting their origin, and what was
the state of the country which they now eover. That Leneath
iho aceumulation of sand there has oneo been o tange of fertile
ficlds camnot be doubted, as in different places ave scen furrows
and other well-defined traces of cultivated land ; yet no account
exists of the destruction of these fields by the inroad of the
sand ; evidently the change was accomplished suddenly, Tn
many parts of this sandy region there are distinet marks of
rushing waters ; ridges of hoth sand and shingle are cast up in
o manner which coulid only have been coffectid by some tremen-
dotserush of water ; and strange pyramids of slones also are
heaped up in several places, {o ol appearance by the same
ageney. |
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Few remains of antiquity have ever been found hoeve §ine
deed; these sawds are raeely trodden by any fool save that of
some poacher in search of mbbits. 1 have, however, seen n
most eurions bracelet-like ornament which was found here, 11 is
made of fine bronze, in the shape of o snake, whieh, it has Teen
supposed, had a head at cach extremity, formed of some preeions
atone ; these, however, aro lost, the fastenings having corroded,
In shape this relic appeared to me to ywsemble one of the hands
which bound together the fazees cavvied by o Ioman lictor, On
further examination it has, I believe, been ascertained that the
biromze must have encireled some ornament or weapon of wood,
which has rotted away, leaving nothing buk the mere duralle
metal.  The beacelet is now in the Altyre collection, having
been presented to the late Lady Gordon Cumming by John ay
Mackenzie, Esq. of Cromarty. ;

It has twice happened to me ito find hmman skeletons, or
rather the remains of skeletons, lying on the sand, laid bave Ty
aome drifting wind, or half disinterved by the subterrancous pro-

Jeeedings of the rabbits, In both cases the remains were ovi-
dently of great antiquity, Tub had been preserved by the dey
sand.

Those curiously earved picees of flint called elf-arrows are not
uncommon in some parts of the sand-hills,

On one part of the sands, which forms n peninsula at low
water, but an island when it is hizh, I perhaps discover two or
three seals (Ploce vifulinag) lying,  Clumsy-looking as they are,

at the slightest alarm they scuffle off witl greal rapidity into ®

the water. Once there they feel sccute, and rising al a short
distanee from the shore, they take a good look at the intruder
oty their domain.  Ugly and misshapen as & scal appears on land,
lie 15 when in the water by no means an unsightly animal ; and
hie floatz and dives with a quist rapidity which appears marvel-
lous to the looker-on.  You see a seal's head appear above the

water ; and you sit down hall coneealed, with ready rifle, 1n("/~

wait his reappearance. In a minute or two you™are startle

L
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by its rising quietly in quite s difforent direction : and sfter
el gazing intently at you for a few moments with its dark, mild
{ eyes, the sleck, shining head disappears again below the surfuce
L ~ _without making a ripple on the water, just as yon have serowed
yourself round, and are about to touch the trigger of your rifle,
leaving you almost in doubt os to whether it is a seal or a mer-
maid. The Highlanders, however, are by no means prepossessed
in favour of the good lovks of a seal, or “sealgh,” as they pro-
nounce the word.  * You are nothing but a sealgh " is a term
of reproach which, when given by one fishwoman to another,
i5 considered the direst insult, and a elimax to every known

term of abuse,

It is curious to observe the scals resting on some shallow,
with only their heads above the water, and their noses elomgated

#®into o proboscis-like shape. They will frequently lio in this
manner for hours together, until the return of the tide cither
floats them off their resting-place, or some other cause induces
them to shift their quarters. The greatest drawback in most
situations to shooting seals is the difficulty of getting the animil
when killed. Tenacious of life to a surprising degree, a seal,
unless shot through the head, escapes to the water, however
severely wounded he may be, and, sinking to the boltom, is lost
to the sportsman. When shot through the head, he struggles
for perhaps a minute on the surface, and then sinks like a stone
to the boitom. A strong courageous retricver somebimes suc-
ceeds in towing a dead seal ashore, if he can reach him before he
ginks, and has the good luek or judgment to take liold of one of
the animal's feet, or “ flippers,” the only part which the dog can
get into his mouth.

A scal has a very acute scent, and ean never be approached
from the windward. I congeive that their eyesight is less per-
fect ; at any rate they are endowed with a certain dangerous

v  curicsity which makes them approach and reconmoitre any
Y, object which they may have seen at a little distance, and do
' not quite understand. T have seen a seal swim up to within

T
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twenty yards of a dog on the sherg, for the purpose upparcntly

of oxamining him, 0z an unknown animal, Musie, (oo, or any

uncommmon or lond neise attracts them, and they will fullow for

a eonsiderable distance the course of a boal in which any 15ad
musical instrument is played, putting up their heads, and lsten-

i with great eagerness Lo the unknown strains, 1 have cven

seen them approach boldly to the shory, where o bagpiper was
playing, and continue to swim off’ and on al a hundred yords'
distance,

Fotwithstanding their wariness and the diflienlty of eapturing
them, seals are gradually diminishing in number, and will zoon
disappear from our coasts,  This is owing chiclly 1o 1l constant
warfare carried on against them by the salmon fishers, who cither
destroy them or frighten them away from their fishine stations .

On ihe neck of land at which we have now arrived there is
a hut inhabited during the season by a couple of salmon fishers, '
whose Tusiness it i= to attend to the stake-net, which stretehes
out from near their hot into the sea. A londly life these men
fiust lead, from March to September, varied only by visils from
or to their comrades, who are stationed ab the depit of ice ab
Findhomn, where the fish canght are deposited till a suflicient
quantity iz ready to load one of their quick-sailing vesscla
for London. Dut if their life is lonely it is not idle, as the
exposed situation of their nets renders them liable to con-
stant injury- from wind and sea. . At every low tide the men
seramble and wade to the end or trap part of the net to take ou
the fish which have been eaught, and fo serape off the net the
quantity of sea-weed that has adhered to it during the last tide.
Although they do not always find salmon, they are scldom so
unlucky as not to catch a number of goodly-sized flounders,
which fall to the share of the fishermen themselves; and per-
liaps onee or twice in the season a youny seal gets entangled and
puzdled in the windings of the net, and is drowned in it.  More
frequently, however, the twine is damaged and torn hy the larger
soals, who are too strong and eunming 1o e so eazily canght.

f’
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Frequently on this barren peninsula 1 have fallen in with o
sl colony of field-miee, They are in shape like the common
large-Twaded and short-tailed mouse, Aredoof ripairie, which is

~._50 "destruetive in gandens, but of & brighter and lizhter colour

These little animals must live on the seeds of the bent and on
el dead fish as they may fall in wiih.

The brent goose is not a eonstant visitor here in the winter,
This bird, though very numerous in the Cromarty Firth, does
not find in this part of the coast the particular kind of sea-grass
on which it feods.  There are generally, however, a small com-
pany of these geese about the Tasin, A few white-fronted goesy
are constantly here from October to April or May, living cither
in the lonely mosses near the sca, or about the sands,  OFf other
wild geese we have no large flocks, except during the time of
sowing the oats, when bean-geese arrive in great numbers.

This bay, like that of Findhorn, is always swarming with
iraders of every description, from the curlew to the red-shank,
and from the smallest kind of sandpiper to the old man we sce
yonder, why is wading mid-leg deep in the tide, keeping evefly
pace with the water as it flows in to fill the basin, His oceu-
pation was for some time a mystery to me, till approaching him,

I saw that he had a singular kind of ereel slung to his neck, and

a long, clumsy-looking trident in his hand, Walking slowly
backwards, but still keeping in two-foot water, with poised
weapon and steady eye, he watches for the flounders which come
in with every tide. When be secs one, down goes his spear ;
and the unlucky fish is hoisted into the air, and then deposited
in the crecl.

I waited until, having cither filled his basket or being driven
to land by the increased depth of the tide, the old man quitted
the water. e cither had not noticed me, or did not ehoose to
do 2o before he landed.  When I accosted him by asking him
what Tuck he had had, T got at first rather a grunt than
an answer, for he seemed in no eommunicative mood ; but
having refreshed himself by a spoonful of snufl, which he
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crammed into his nose with a little woolden ladle, he told
me that hie “had na gol mucklo veinizon the day,” adding g Y
that hie © did na ken what had driven the beasts ot of the bay ’J\\ '1
of late ;” venison, or, as he pronounced it, © ven-ni-son,” mefin.
ing in this conntry any eatable ercature, fish, flesh, or fowl,
The old fellow scemed of a most bilious and iritable tempera- =
ment ; and I believe had 1 not won him over by dint of whisky
and fair words, he would have luid his bad success in flounder
catching to my shooting wild fowl in the bay. As it was, he
aradnally beeame tolerably gracious, and told me many mar-
vellous stories of the good old time, when salmon fishers were
fower and sezls moro plentiful ; so much so, that, according to
his aceount, every tide left numbers of these now rare animals
in the pools of water in the bay ; and a ** puir man. wha wanted .
a drop oil ur bit seal-skin had only to go down at low water in_‘
the pools, and he could get a sealgh as sune as I ean get a fluke P
in these days” Since this colloquy I and the old flounder
fisher have always been on tolerable terms.
* The sea in this bay, as well as in other similar pnes on the
coast, runs in so Tapidly that unless one keeps a good look-out,
there is a chance of being surrounded by the water, and
detained till an hour or two after the tide begins to ebb again,
which in these short autumn days would be inconvenient, as 1
am now at least six miles from home; a great part of which
distance is over the toughest moss and heather that 1 know
full, too, of concealed holes, treacherously covered over with L
vegetation.

The first flock of swans which I have scen this season are
just arriving in a long, undulating line. As they eome over the
sands where they will probably rest for the night, the whole "
company sets up a simultancous concert of trumpet-like cries;

and after one or two wheels round the place, light down on the :
sand, and immediately commence pluming themselves and put-"

ting their feathers in order, after their long and weary flight

from Lhe wild morasses of the north. After a short dressing of | i
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feathers and resting a few winutes; the whole beautiful ock
stretch their wings again, and rise grdoally into the nir, but
to no great height, their pinions sounding loud as they flap along

_ the shallow water before getting well on wing. They then iy

off, ledd Dy instinet or the experience of former years, to whers
a small stream runs into the bay, and where its waters have not
yeb mingled with the sali sea. There they alight, and drink
and splash about to their heavts' content. This doune, they waddle
out of the stream, and after a litile stretching of wings and
mranging of plumage, standing in a long row, dispose them-
selves to rest, overy bird with head and long neek laid-on its
baek, with the exeeption of one unfortunate individual, who by
a well-understood arrangement stands with crect neck and
watchful eve to guard his sleeping eompanions.  They have,

“however, a proper sense of justice, and relieve guard regularly,

like a well-disciplined garrison. I would willingly disturb their
rest with a charge of swan-shot, could T get within range, but
not being able so to do, T must needs leave the noble-looking
birds to rest in peace. When I get up from the place wheresl
was :-itiiug.lo watch them, the sentinel gives a low ery of alarm,
which makes the whole rank lift their heads for a moment ; bot

< seging that they are out of danger, and that instead of approaching

_;"J

them, T am walking in the contrary direction, they all dispose
themselves again to rest, with the exception of their watchful
sentry.  In the morning, at daybreak, they will all be feeding
in the shallow lakes in the neighbourhood, led there by some
old bird who has made more than one journey to this country
betore now.,  Wistfully my dog watches the snow-white flock ;
but the evening is coming on, and we must leave them.

An extroordinary shot was made by Sir Alex. Cumming at o
swan lately, which he killed on dhe wing, llying past him, with
the rifle, at 140 measured yards. The ball entered at the junetion
of the neck with the body ; he of course fell stone dead.

A desert of moss, heather, and stunted fir-frees, which takes
ap hour to walk thvough, affords little worthy of nole, with the
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exevplion of that fine follow of 0 fox who, 55 we [ass O, sRrveys
us from a hillock well ont of reach.  The gy erows flying
amd eroaking over his head fist called my sttention to i,

* Nothing is to be seen now Tak ihe Lo of his head and the tips -

of s cars, as he lowers himsell down grdually and quictly the
moment he sees me look in his dircetion.  Dut my dog has pot
the seent ; and off he goes in a vain pursuit.  Traciable and well
hroken as he is with recard to game, no soomer does he perecive
the inciting odour of o fox or otter, than, heedless of call or
threat, he 15 off in pursnit,  Look now ! nway wocs the fox at a
quick but easy gallop, through the swamp, with his tail (dnglice
brush) well up in the air. A fox is always o great dandy aboud
his brush; ond keeps it free fvom web and dirt as long as e
possibly can: a sure sign of poor Reynavd Leginning to feel dis-

tressed is his brush appearing soiled and blackened, Al ! the

dog has got on his seent again, and begins to press haed on his
chose ; but as T well know he has not the slightest chance
against the light-heeled fox, who is always in racing condition,
whereas the retriever, with his ewly coat and good Jiving, will
be Blown before he has run a mile, T continue my walk, FPre-
sently the dog returns panting like a porpoise ; and, consecious of
his irregular eonduct, before he takes his usnal place ab my side,
stops behind a little while, wogging his tail, and grinning in the
most eoaxing manner imaginable, 41l he hos examined my face
with that skill in physiognomy which all doss possess ; then
secing that I eanunot help smiling at him, he junps boldly up to
me, knowing that he is forgiven.

Oceasionally & blackeock flies past vs.  These bivds, & con-
siderable mumber of which frequent this wild region, sleop every
night in the highest and ronghest heather they can find, in order
to guard against the attacks of the fox; who in his hunting
excursions seldom walks over that kind of ground, preferring
Lieatem fracks, or the edges of pools or marshes, along which he
can walk unheard and casily, 1l his acute nose warns him of
the vieinity of some prey ; whereas the strong and large heather

o
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in which Ulackeocks voost cannot be walked over quictly and
comfortably by an animal whose legs are so shorl as o fox's,
The gray hens stand o mueh worse chanes,  Led by their

miternal instinet to build their nests near the edyes of the

soother grounds, where their young, when hatehed, ean un
ahout, they are so mueh cxposed to the attack of*thie foxes, that
searcely one is left, and before long the breed in this part of the
country will e quite worn oud.

Up to his knees in a swamp stands a beautiful rocbuck,
feeding quickly and hungrily on the eoarse grasses which grow
there 3 whilst half way up the brae, a doe and her fawn ave nil-
Lling the faded leaves of a wild-roso bush, Dy a little manage-
ment T conld easily got within thirty yavds of them, but I prefer
watching them a litile while with my glass. The buck has gol

“the wind of me now, and starting up, looks quickly round, and

then bodnds up the steep brae to where the dee and fawn are
standing, and after the whole party have halted on the top for a
mwinute to recouncitre me, they all bound le again into the
denszest part of the thicket. £

As T approach home, and the evening comes on, several
small flocks of wild ducks pass with whistling pinion over my
head, on their way to some well-known stubble. The barley
fields appear to be their favourite feeding ground at this season,
probably becanse there is always more barley left on the ground
than any other kind of grain.

The ferryman at the river where I pass tells mo thai he *is
thinking that I have had a long travel, but that I have not got
much een-ni-son.  In both surmises he is nob far wrong, Tut 1
liave enjoyed my long and rough walk as much—ay, and much
more—than T should have done the best hattue in Norfolk, or
the hest day's grouse-shooting in Perthshire,
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Novesisgr, month though it be of cold winds and sleet, is gene-
rally ushered in by flocks of that beautiful litile bind the snow
bunting (Pleetrophanes wiveliz)  VFor three successive years I
hitve first scen this winter visitor on the 1st of November,
which is another instance of the regularity of binds in their
migrations, TIn the first flocks that come Ehere are only a
few which are light-coloured, but as the snow and frost in--
creaze the . white binds become more puwwerons. 1 do not
know whether they arrive durivg the night, but T have coun-
stantly heand their note after it has been quite dark; the birds
being at the time on wing ; and this semetimes ocours several
hours after nightfull. :

During iis stay here ils principal resort is the sea-shore,
though they are to be seen often both in the stubble and on
the lills.  They never perch on bushes or trees, but run r:l.l_uili.]:;
on the ground.  Like larks the hind claw is of a great length in
proportion to the front claws.  Their food seems to be the moat
winute seeds of grosses, and small inseets, No two bivds in a
flock are exactly similar in plumage ; and there are but few
strongly marked with white ; oceasionally an old male is killed
of great whiteness. In these fully plumaged bivds, the head,
neck, rump, most of the wing-feathers, and all the lower parls,
are pure white,. The outer three tail-feathers are white, marked
at the end with black, the rest black ; the Lill is yellow, tipped
with black, and legs black ; the rest of the plumage is variously
marked with reddish brown ; the greatest number, however, have
bnt little white, heing more mottled and shaded with reddish
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bhrown and black,  They leave us late, some remaining till the
first week of May.

The mountain finch or beanbling (Fringilla seontifiingdia),
“I'hiz=is 0 somewhal rare visilor, soveral years poss withoul my
seoing any of thess binls. They perch on trees, and I have
seen thom more often abiont beech trees than any other ; but this

j may. be theseffect of chance. They resemble the young or
female of the snow bunting very muel, though at the same time
thoy are cusily distinguished by a person well aequainted with
theso birds, though some authors are of opinion that these and
the snow bunting are the same bird in different plumage.  The
habit of the enow bunting in serer perching on frees, while the
brambling frequently does, sufficiently shews that they are
distinet. The shape, too, is diffevent, the brambling is a shorter
sird ; they are of a more tawny or reddish colour than the

now - bunting ; the bresst is « soft dull yellow ; the bill is
; the feathers on the
head and sides of the neck are black edged with brown ; the
tail is black ; the outer fail feathers edged with white; rump
and lower phrt of the belly white ; the plumage in diflerent
specimens varies very much.

Nov. 3 (1846} A beantiful little blue tomfit has taken up
his abode voluntarily in the drawing-room, It would seem that
at first he was attracted by the few house flies who ot this
season crawl slowly about the windows. These ha was mosi
active in searching for and catehing, inserting his little bill into

vellow ; the legs and feet grayish black ;

every corner and crevice, and deleeting every fly which had
ezeaped the brush of the housemaid. He soon, however, with
increased boldness, eame down to pick up crumbs, which the
children placed for him close to me uponthe table where T am

|

. " writing, locking up into my face without the least apparent fear.
. From' his activity and perseverance in exterminating flies, this

" hird appears well worthy of protection.
X. Nov. 4 (1846).—Several peewits still remaining.
The thrushes, and blackbirds too, earn the favour of the

-
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gardener by their comstant destrnetion of suails, in scarch ol
which, at thiz seazon, they are all day Dugily employed in turm-
ing over the desd leaves under the ganden walls, and at the
bottoin of the hedges. My ._-:g]wrlllm'l' convinees moe that 1|1I'll:‘-_
are fow of the eommon binls whose persoverance in destroying
prabs, ealerpillars, cte, for ab least nine months of the year,

does not amply repay the mischiel Jdone by them in cating
cherries and sewds during the vemaining theee It s ditlicult,
however, to persuade the fnmer to look on rooks and woad-
pigeons as his friends, when he sees them in flocks on the nearly
ripe wheat-fichl,  Nevertheless, were he o cxamine the erops of
any of these wild bivds, and sce what ihey were filled with
during three-fourths of the year, he would find that they fully
recompense him for all the grain they devour.  Undoulitedly a
considerable quaniity of newly-zown wleal is eaten by differen

hirds Sea-gulls, amongst others, seem to swallow the grai
indiseriminately with the grobs and worms turned up by the
harrows 3 and luge flocks of greenfinclies and buniings are
busily oceupied in searching for whatever corn is not well "
“covered over The wild ducks, too, come at nightsto shovel up
what remnins in the furrows,

This is the season ai which partridges migrate from the
liigh grounds to the cultivated fields. Fresh unbroken coveys
{requently appear near the mouth of the river : sometimes they
come in floeks of twenty or thirty, In damp weather thesc
birds seeke the dry and warm ground on the sandy places abount

the lower islands, and appear entirely to desert the ficlds except
at feeding time.

Nov. 8 (1846G)—Dy the edge of the river aro tracks of
four otters, two old and two young. They are evidently newly
arrived, and will probably remain feeding about the mouth
of the viver till a Hood drives them away. There are two or
three small Lillocks the size of molehills near the river, to whigh

the otters invariably vesort, and it seems that whenever an otlor '
arrives in that part of the river, however greal a stranger he may J

P
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Xow. ] WATER-OUZEL—OT]

Ly, o however long an iuterval may have olapsod sinee an otter
has vizited the hillock, the new comer goes onb of the water to
examine tho place, as if the animal wished to judge by the
freshiness or staleness of the marks on it what likelihood there
may be of any othier otters being in the neighbowdhood,

Nov. 12 —The water-ouzel enlivens the bum now by its low
b sweet note, nttered either while perched on ils necnstomed
stone in the midst of a rpid, or whilst loating with open wings
on the surfaee of a quict pool—a method of proceeding quite peen-
line to this intevesting little bind,  The salmon fishers wage war
to the knife with the water-onzel ; and, indecd, it is not a little
destroetive to the spawning Iieils, '.1]['11u'|13h I am inelined to
ihink that it attacks the tront spawn more frequently than that
of the salmon®  IF so, this bird also does fully as much good
harm ; the most deadly enemy to salmon being the larger

barn trout, whose favourite fuod iz, undonbtedly, the ova of the
salmon.

Nov. 17.—Young otters ave caught now apparently not three
weeks old. I have before this fancied that the ofter breeds af,
varions seasohs, not regularly, like most wild animals.

The troat now betake themselves to every ranning stream,
working their way up the narrowest rills, in order to place their
EPAWTL

When aceompanied by Ler young, the female citer throws
uside her usnal shyness, and is ready to do stout hattle in their
behalf A Highlander of my acquaintance happened o fimd a
couple of young otters in o hollow Dbank, and having made
prisoners of them was earrying them howe in trivmph in his

1 plaid.  The old oiter, however, atlracted Dy their eries, lefi the
[ river, and =0 determinedly opposed his earvying them away, by
& placing herself direefly in his path, and blowing and hissing
.~ like a cat at him, with tail and Dristles erect, that the man,
— although as stout a fellow as ever trod on heather, was glad to

give up one of the young ones, and make his escape with the

*Ree minte on water ouzel, page 85, and index, wwder Igpdonbato Cinclis

gy

-
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other while the mother was ocenpied in assuving hesolf of the
safe condition of the one she had resened,

When caught young no animal is more ensily tamed than
the otter; and it will soon learn to fish for its masters In
eclueating all wild animals, however, it is absolutely necessary
that the pupil should live almost constantly with its-teacher, so

as to boecowe perfeetly familiarised with lis voice and presence.
Mr. John Comming of Altyre canght a young oifer at the |
Findhorn one day in spring, sbout half grown, Ie thoroughly
tamed him, keeping him constantly by him, and in a short time
trained him to catch tront, toking sometimes above o dozen in
a forenoon out of the small stream near the house.  11is general
food was porridge and milk, which he devourcsd quite aa frecly as
fish. This moest interesting pet was unfortunately killed through
the neglect of a keeper after My, Cumming went to Ceylon,
Even when young the otter is a most powerlul and seve

biter, closing its jaws with the strength of & vice on whatever it
seizes. Eyery conrageous dog who has onee latbled with an
_otter, retains ever afterwards the most eager and violend animo- 5
gity against the animal.  The scent of an otter rendlrz my oiher-
wise most tractable retriever quite uncontrollable.  The remem-
brance of former bites and wounds scems to drive him frantie,
and no sooner does he come across the fresh track of one than
lie throws azide all eontrol, and is off venfre @ ferre in pursuit
When an ofter is eanght in a trap, all its companions that may
be within hearing of its struggles to escape immediately repaiv to
the spot, and try to assist the captive in eseaping. During the *
daytime the otter lies quietly in some concealed spot, either in a
hole excavated under some overhanging bank or wof of a tree,
or in =ome hollow place amongst a cairn of stones.  Oecasion-
ally, hewever, when surprised by the light of day in a situation
where he deems it imprudent to continne his conrse towands the -
uznal hiding place, he erawls quietly into some convenient dvain,
ar chooses a dry place in a clamp of rushes, and there he will
lie duving the whale L]:i:.', Hill the gloom of M‘n'n.'i'rlg enables hin
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to continue his journeying, or to comience fishing again, 1
remember an instance of a groom in Hampshive being startled
by an ofter jumping from under his wheelbwrow, which he had
Tef h‘-;.n[ug .;|::.|_'i:|'|_-;.| the stable wall close Looo stream @ into this
the otter had erawled in the morning, and there he wonld pro-
bably have remained till evening, had not the man, having
oeeasion for the barvow, dislodged him by turning it over.
Though the otter is naturally piscivorous, on emergency e

will eat flesh or fowl, and is occasionally eaught in the traps

] baited with o pigeon, a picce of rabbil, or whatever else the
mamekeeper muy make use of in ealching oiher vermin, The

trap that holds an otter must, however, have both a powerful
spring and be well chained to its peg, with a swivel or two on
the chain to prevent the animal breaking it by dint of twisting,
Tn hunting down the course of ariver the otter always keeps
the water, gliding in his quict ghost-like manner down the deep
pools, moking scarcely a ripple as he floats down, sometimes
f diving, ani, indeed, rarely shewing much of his head above the
* surface, except when to listen to some distant sound, or to gaze af
some doubtfil object, he suddenly raizes half his lengih perpen-

dicularly out of the water. In passing the fords he wades down

" the shallowest place, or if the stream is there very wapid he

comes out of the water and follows the bank of the river, moy-

ing along in a curious leaping manner. When in pursuit of

fish he scems, as far a5 can be observed, to try to get below his

l prey, that he may seize it by the throat.
¥ . 1t iz not often that an otter commits himself so fur as to be

found during the day-time in any situation where he can he
approached ; but one day in this month I was out for a quiet
walk with my retriever, looking at some wide drains and small
pools for wild ducks, when suddenly the dog went off nose tothe
ground, in so eager a manner that T knew nothing Lt a fox or
an otter could have been the cause of his excitement ; and 1
apon found in a nearly dry open drain the quite recent track of
a very large otter. For a long time he would not shew himself,

-
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till snddenly the dog vushed into a thick juniper busd, and e
next moment dog and obter were tunbling over cach other info

adeep black pool.  The oiter escaped from the dog in the water ;

bt the hole being only about six feel square, though deep, L
took my relvicver out by main foree, and waited for the water
to beeome elear again.  When it did so, 1 looked for the ofter

fisr some time in vain, Hill at last, Taving stooped down elose (o
the pool, T wns startled by seeing his face within a fow incles
of my own, his body Deing almost entively conecaled Ly the
overhanging bank. 1 tried to make him leave his eover, but
in vain ; so I sent the dog in again, who-soon found him, and
after a shor seullle, the otter left the pool, and went oft along
a wide but shallow drin, and there the battle began again.
The dog, although' unable to master the otter, who was one of
the largest size, managed to prevent his escape, and at lnst
cuded the contest by a well-applied blow from a picce of mailing
which T had pieked up.

Otter skins, when well dressed by a skilful furrier, make o

valuable addition to a lady’s winter warnlrobe, the under fur 9
].»cmrr pecaliarly soft, silky, and of a rich brown colour.

I am daily more and more eonvineed that the otter is Iy
no means so greab an enemy to salmon as he is supposed to
b ; his general food being trout, ecls, and flounders ; although
of course when a salmon comes in his way, ho is sufficiendly an
epicure not to refuse faking it An olter seldom kills a salmon
without leaving enough of the fish to hotray him, as mest
people who live near salmon rivers know full well ; but the ®
remains of the {rout and cels which he kills are not so
conspicuous. I am horne out in this opinion by Mr. Young,
manager of the Duke of Sutherland’s salinon fishings, whose
opportunitics of observation and aeutencss in Judging onght
to make his favourable opinion of ofters equivalent to a verdict
of acquittal whenever they are accused of heing great salmon
destroyers,

The =eal, an the eonirary, is o conslant and most annoy-



-
K] THE SEAL os7

g eneiny the salmon Lisluer, 1-n':lLi|t_-_[ thie sbake-nets, and
etbling the fisliwho ave aleendy enelosed fo cscape.  osides
whicl, a seal, lanting along the shore near the nets, dves the
salman out into the deeper water, beyowd the reach of the fisher-
man.  The seal iz also a wueh more rapid swimmer than the
otter, and T have no doubt that le ecan {ake a salmon by actual
gpecd in the open sea, although e conningly prefers eatehing
iz prey with the assistance of the stake-nets, when he has com-

pavatively little trouble,

I have frequently been fold that the seal cannol remain
unider waier for more than a quarter of an liour without coming
to the surfuce to breathe. T am, however, confident that this
iz not the ease, and that he ean continue for honrs under the
water when lying undisturbed and  ab rest.  IF eanght and

ntanzled in a net he is soon exhausied and drowned.

I was asswred by a man who was constantly in pursnit of
seals that one day, having found a very young one left by ils
motlicr on the rocks, near Lossiemouth, he put it into a deep
round holo full of water left by the reeeding tide. For two
hourz, during which he waited, expeeting to see the old female
come in with the flow of the tide, the little animal remained, as
he expressed 1t, like a stone™ at the bottom of the water, with-
out moving or coming to the surface to breathe.  He then took
it ont, and found it as well and lively ns ever ; and on torning
it loose into the zea it at-onee hegan swimming abonl with some
ather young ones.

In a creck of the sea where I sometimes watch for seals,
I have seen two or three eome in with the flow of the tide.
After playing aboul for a short time, they have dizappearcd
under the water, and lhave not shewn themselves again till the
receding tide has warned them that it was time to leave the
place.  From the situation they were in, and the ealmness of
the water, the seals could searcely have put up their noses to
breathe without my having seen them,  Apparently they sunk
a the hottom in a cerfain part of the bay, in enler 16 b ol reat,
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and remained there till the ebb was pretty far advanesd, when
they reappenred in the same place where 1 had lost sight of
them, perbaps, somo honrs before. T4 was o curious and pmus-
ing sight to see theso great ereatures swim up within s few

vards of the ambmseads which 1 had erected close to the narrow

entrance where the tide came in to fill the bay. At thirty or
forty vards' distance I found it impossible to shoot o seal swim-
ming, if he had seen me ond was watching my movements ;
my best chance always was when the animal, having turned
away, presented the broad back of his liead us a mark touy
rifle.  If I arrived in timoe to do so, I put up some small objeet
on the side of the inlet opposite to where I was concenled,
This had the effect of distracting the attention of the animal
from his real danger.

A flock of seals playing and fishiing on a sandbank iz ow
of the drollest sights which I know in this country. Their un
couth erics and movements are unlike anyihing else. Tn the
Dornoch Firth and near Tain there are still great numbers of
Jthem, and every fine day they are in large flocks on the sand- I
bauks ; but on this coast they bave beéen very thuch thinned
off, and searcely any arc killed exeepting by myself My '
keeper tells me, that when he was a boy, their number was |
very great, and that the inhabitants of the place could always l
kill as many as they wanted for oil, and for their skins, pick- 1
ing out the largest, and sparing the smaller ones ; but, alas !
cheap puns and salmon fisheries have combined to make
them ecarce. Formerly, also, in the pools left hy the sea ®
within the old bar of Findhorn, numbers of seals wore
left at every ebb of the fide, and the farmers occasionally |
went down and killed a few to supply themselves with oil for
the winter.

Nov. 27.—Any unusval number of wild-fowl in the bay at
this season generally prognosticates stormy weathier or snow. 1
gaw nearly fifty wild swans swimming and flying between this
place and the town of Findhorn ; and some large flocks of gees
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were passing over to the south.  Thoe next day the ground was
eovered with snow, an unusual occurrence ot thiz scason.  Of
these swans one llock of six established themselves in the fresh-
wiader lakes between this and Naim, and the rest held on their
way to the south. The Teelanders hail the appearance of the
wild ewan in the same manner as we do that of the cuckoo or

swallow ; it being with them the foreteller of spring and genial
weather ; whilst here they sre conmected in our minds with
storms amwld snow-clad fields.

The Loch of Spynie is another established wintering-place
of the wild swan. A fow years ago great numbers remained
both in that loch and in Lochlee all winter. I know of no
other fresh-water lakes in this couniry whers they now appear
regularly.  Near Invergordon numbers of swans feed with
- other wild-fowl on the sea-grass.

Nov. 28 —The ground, as T anticipated from seeing the swans,
is covered with znow.

The frost and snow zend all the mallards down from the
hill lakes to the bay. I shot a bird exactly answering to
1 Bewick's description of the dun diver, excepting that it was

much smaller. Dewick describes his bird as twenty-seven

inches in length. This was only twenty inches, It was
apparently quite full grown. I shot it whilst it was fishing in

a small stream, and the bird had already swallowed twenty-five

sticklebacks and one small eel Its bright red bill is well

adapted to hold any fish, however slippery, being supplied with
» the sharp teeth sloping inwards which are peculiar to birds of
this class.
The bird called “ Dun Diver” is cither the female or young
J of the merganser or goosander,
: The red-breasted merganser (Mergus serrafor) is a more com-
mon visitor than the geosander.  Ji is considerably smaller, but
resembles it rather in its general appearance and plumage.  The
'bl'f-‘:'l-it-, however, has not the same beantiful shade of eream
colour, but is of & reddish brown with spots of a darker colour.
U




.
230 BLACK-THROATED DIVEL [N
The ercst is longer in proportion than thol of the goosander,
The whole plumage does not shew so mueh white, Tl these
binds, however, vary very el in their general plumage.  The
bill is in shape like that of the goosander, and deoply seveabed.
It is of a more dingy red, as are also the feet, The irides arc

red.  The 1}|1|,1n;|:_|ﬁj of the lemale atid young male rescibles
that of the fomale goosander. They come in considerable num-
bers to the solitaey sand-banks between the Findhorn and the
Nairmn both in avtwmn and ab the beginning of spring.  During
the winter they disperse southwards, They are gencrally seen

singly or in pairs fishing in the same monner as the goosander. *
The merganser breeds near the margin of small lnkes ; its nest is ’

generally placed under some shelving bank or locse stone, or
iz well coneealed in the long herbage. The egg hos o bull shade.
The habits of thiz bind resemble those of the goosander so mucl
iliat o deseription of one may serve for both,

The black-throated diver { Colymilaes aveticus), though a smaller
bird than the great northern:diver, is equally beantiful in its
plumage. It breeds on Lochindorb ;. but on no other loch in
this district. On the northern lochs they breed verp commonly.
Though generally only one pair frequents the same loch.  Their
eges are two in number, and are invariably placed on somne
emall low islond and close to the water edge, During the
month of Aay, on a fine ealm evening; I have seen greab
numbers of these birds in the Bay of Tongue, in Sutherland,
The rocks and hill-sides resound with their singular and wild
cry, as they seem to be holding a noisy consultation as to their
future movements, The cry is most peculiar and startling,

I could scarcely persunde my éompanion, who was nob used fo
these birds, that the sounds did not arise from a number of
people shouting and langhing—4ill T pointed out to him the birds
splashing and playing on the calm surface of the beautiful bay, As
the evening advanced the divers gradually dispersed, going in
pairs, after a few cireles in the air, over the bay, in a direci and
rapid conrse, and at a great height over the smrrounding moun-"
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toing, each pair evidently wonding their way Lo some well-kuown
. - -

mountain loch, whers their breeding quarters were decidiad upon,
svemed with

Az each pair left the bay, the remaining birds
ond acconl to salute their retiving companions with o universal
ghout of mingled laughter, howling, and every other carthly and
unearihly ery.  During their flight they frequently uttered a
ghort slnill bark-like ery. On a quiet day this bind seems to
rise ‘with some diffieulty from a small lake, But when the wind

is high and the water rough they take flight with great readi-
ness, Onee on, wing they lly vory wapidly. When in the
water they swim with great part of the body immersed, shewing
little more than the head and neck.  Tf hemmed into o corner
I of the loch, or wounded, they will frequently dive, and on rising
to the surfice shew little more than the top of the bill till they
faney that the danger is past,  The only food that T ever saw
in their stomachs when dead, ins been a small fresh-water leech
and other similar animals, T do mot think that fish forms any
part of their food, indecd, though their bill is powerful and

strang, it is milier adapted for catehing shell-fish, aquatic =nailg,
ete., thun fdr holding fish. The egg is oval and of a dark olive
green. 1 have known one pair lay six egos in the scason, the
nest having been three times robbed. The last pair of egos
were defective both in shape and eolour.  The head and neck
have o beantiful violet shade, The upper parts are not so0 much
spotted with white as those of the northern diver, which in

' other respects it very much resombles, being, however, con-
gt = ) ;

siderably smaller.  The young undergo also the =ame changes,

3 Owing to the value placed on both the skin and egps of this

bird by collectors, it becomes searcer every yean

The red-throated diver (Colymbits seplentrionalis) is another
bird in many respects very similar to the last.  "The plumage is
not zo distinetly marked, however ; and it is also easily distin-
muished by itz smaller size, and by the bright red brown of the
ofromt part of the neck.  The upper part of the throat and head are
of 2 bluish black or lead eolour, It is not nneommon along the
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cik1sk h." autumn and winder, more partienlarly in immature
plumage, when by some anthors it is called the © speckled diver.”
Iz nest is placed on the margin of a mountain lake, scldom on
an 1zland.  The eggs are bwo in nuber, nnd similar to, thoagh
smaller than, those of the bluck-thronted diver,  Their food anil
-

general habits are much the same, The young of all these
divers when first hatched ave very beautifully marked, and are
most curicus-looking little balls of soft down. They seem
at once to be quite at home in the water, and though in rough
weather they get into some sheltered corner, if disturbed they
swim boldly out to the centre of the lake, diving with the
greatest easo and rapidity. The old birds are much attached to
their young, and swim to and fro apparently in great distress and

agitation when they ave in danger.  Their legs are so placed that
they are very helpless on land, and in going to and from their
eros, the old binds of all these divers seem to scramble along
the ground moere in the manner of a seal than of a Tird, They,
however, always place their eoos on a low flat part of the shore

. Hares hiave some peculiar habits which, from the animal
itzelf being so common, are not often rommked, as fow look on
a hare as anything more than an avficle of food, wherens it ia
a8 intercating and beautiful a creature as exists.  One peenliarity
is thai they have a particular faney for sitting near houses, unde-
terred by the noise of the men and dogs who may inhabit them. :
When found sitting, a hare sometimes seems fascinated in an
extraordinary manner hy the eye of a person looking at her
As long as you keep your eye fixed on that of the hare, and
approach her from the front, he appears afraid to move, and,
indeed, will sometimes allow herself to be taken up by the hand.*®
* 1 found n hare sitting the other day within five feet of whers T was
etanding, and in o very open place. I wanted to shew her to one of my
chilidren who was riding 400 or 500 yards from the spot; so 1 stood still
and semt & man to call the hoy.. In the meantime I had to call londly at
and rate my dogs, fourof which were hunting about the place, seeing, with

their quick and peculiar instinet, that I saw something. The dogs becama *
very eager, aml it required a great deal of ealling to keep them qniet
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A hare, when dogs are near her, is portienlarly unwilling to
start from her form.  Tn cover shooting mony of the old and
experienced hares steal off quielly the moment they hear the
sornd of dogs or beaters ab one end of the wood ; and thus theie
quick senses of hearing and smelling enable them to escape the
gung, however numerous and however well placed.  Shooters in
wood pay too little attention to the direetion of the wind, All
small game, like deer, ave most unwilling to face an enemy
standing to windward of them : but keepers either expect, or
prefend o expect, that game will always go exactly ahead of
tha beaters, though the least observation ought o have tanght
them the contravy ; for when once running gnme have discovered
the scent of an enewmy, they will nover go in that direction, but
will make their way back in spite of all the noise and exertions
of the beaters,

November 28.—Late in the evening the golden plovers
( Charadrive plircialis) eome in considerable numbers to the bare
grass fields to feed during the night; but when the ground is
hardened by frost, they resort to the sands at the ebb-tide, both
by night afid day. Whilst the tide is high, these birds fly up
to the hills, resting on those places whore the heather is short;
and they leave the hills for the sands as soon as the sea has
receded sufficiently ; and yet their prineipal vesting-place is fully
five miles inland.

I have observed the same instinct in the female zheldrakes
and make them lie down for five minntes,  When the ehild came I had to
point the hare out to him, The poor little animal, notwithstanding all this
noise, did not move as much a8 one of Dher enrs, but remmined perfectly
motionless, with her eye fixed on mine.  The moment [ took my eve off her
{which I had not done all this time) she dorted off, aud, springing through
the only spot free from her numerous encmies, she was over the brow of
the hill in two strides, 1 remember onee sleeping at a shephenl’s house in
the hills, During almost all the night the dogs of the place were barking
ad velping at woy deerhonnd, entirely preventing me from sleeping, |1
was the finst person up, and on” going out [ started o hare that had mude

*her form up against the tarl wall of the eottage, undeterred by the eonstant
noise of dogs that lod gone on during oll the night.
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when sitting om their egos. Althongh several feet undergronnd,
they know to o moment when the tide has sulliviently ebbed,
and then, and ouly then, do they leave their nest Lo snateh o
hasty meal on the cockles, ete,, which they find on the sands,
Thongh breeding in the wilidest wiud most lofty districls, 348
golden plover epuies down Lo the sea-shore awd the low ecountry
ns woon as the youlg are strong.  Thoe nest is '|1].ll.'1.‘l.1 in mnk
Beather, and is very diffieult to find.  The eggs ave of a pale

ereenish brown thickly spotted with reddish-brown, bul vary
very much, In proportion to the size of the bind the egz is
vory large.  In the spring the male.is strongly marked wilh
black on the throat and breast, but loses this colowr entirely in
the winter. Very early in the spring the plover utters its wild
but soft note which distinguishes it from all other bivds, re-
sembling the whistle of asong birl®  When in good condition
the golden plover is an excellent bird for the table ; and, though
rather shy, is often found in such large Hocks as to enable the
shooter o kill a considerable number at one shot.  Their long
powerful wings, however, frequently enable them fo eseape
althumgh severely wounded. When feeding on the® sands and
mud-banks they retire, as I liave saild, while the tide is high,
to the hill-zides, and I have often been struck by the euriouns
instinet which seems to tell them at what moment the ebb
begins. They then leave the hills and fly down to the shore,
feedini along close to the receding water. In the spring time,

when they live wholly on the mountains, it is very interesting
to see the golden plovers leave slope after slope as the evening *
shades steal over them, ying to the ridges still exposed to
the warmth of the sun, collecting finally on the poinis which
eatch the last rays, and when everything is in shadow the hinds
fly down to feed on the swampy [lats.

November 30 (1852),—1 find the crops of the wood-pigeon
full of the soed of the dock, although there is a great extent of
newly-sown wheat in every direelion,

* In some districts they are known os ** the whistling plover.”
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Dee. 3 (1847).—1 had ocension to remark the courage of
the water-rail ; one rose from o dilch when the gronnd was
covered with snow.,  As I did not five at him, he flew for a hun-
dred” yards and pitched in the snow in an adjoining field, and
immediately set off to return to the water from which he had
been flushed ; a large black gull sceing the litile black bird in
the snow, made a dart abt it to carry it off, but the little rail
flung himsell on his baek, and whenever the gull flew at
him, struck out manfully with bill and claws, springing up
and pulling feathers out of his gisantic enemy and keeping
him off. _..:‘Lt'mi-.], however, that the little rail would be killad,
I went and drove away the gull, and allowed lim to run back
to the water,

During the clear frosty nights of this month we hear the
owls hooting for hours together in the old ash trees avound
the house. Oceasionally they used to be ecanght in the pole-
traps scb for hawks, but the poor fellows looked so pitiable as
they sat upright, held Ly the legs, that T took down all these
traps, which were set mear the house. The owl is far more a
friend than an enemy to man: the mischief he does to game
15 very trifling ; but” the serviee he is of to the gardener, the
farmer, and even to the planter of forest trees, by destroying rats
and miee, is incalenlable. T have a great liking, too, for the
quaint, old-fushioned looking Livd, and by no means believe him
to be the

“ lgmavus bubo, dirum wortalibos eroen.”

My kitchen-parden was overrun with miee, who not only ate
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up peas and other seeds, but also nibbled and destroyed great
numbers of peachas ; but sinee I have had a tame owl in the
,garden, the mice have disappeared  enfirely, having been
destroyed by him and his relations and friends who visit him
at night.  Sometimes an owl, either the eommon brown one or
else one of the long-cared kind, posts himsell all day long bolt
npright in one of the evergreens near the house, The small

birds first point out his whereabouts, by their clamour and
fluttering round him ; Tait the owl sits quite unconecrned in
the midst of the uproar, blinking his eyes and nodding his
head as quietly as if in his aceustomed sequestered thicket or
hollow, trea.

The long-eared owl, with his bright yellow eyes and hooked
bill, has a most imp-like appearance when seen sitting motion-
less on the low branch of o tree or ivy-vovered wall,

The chief food of owls is mice and birds, but they are also
very fond of frogs. When an owl catches a frog, instead of
swallowing it whole, as he does a mouse, he tears it to pieces,
while still alive, in the most croel manner, regardless of its

shrill cries.

1 have no doubl that were it not for their numerons enemies,
such as birds of prey, crows, ravens, mis, ete, frogs would
increase to such a degree as to hecome a serious nuisance.  The
gnake is aonotlier of the frog's devourers. If is & curious,
although I cannot say o pleasant, sight to see one of these
reptiles attack and swallow a living frog, of a diameter four
times as large as its own.  After a frog has been pursucd for
a short time by a suake, it suddenly secems to be fascinated
by the bright sparkling eye of its enemy, and gives up all
attempt at escape; then the snake with a motion so rapid
that the eye cannot keep pace with it, darts on its unhappy
prey, generally seizing it by the hind-legz. Now commences a
struggle for life and death, the frog clinging pertinaciously to
any branch or projection which it can reach with his fore-legs ;
but all in vain ; for the snake quietly Lut surely, by a kind of

[
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muscular contraction, or suetion, gradually draws the {rog into
its mouth, its jaws expanding and strelching in the most extra-
ondinary and inconeeivable mauner, in order o admit of the
disptoportioned monthiul,

I have little doubt that many birds and other animals are
in reality fascinated Dby the fixed gaze of a suake, when they
onee come under the immediate influence of his eye.  Their °
presence of mind and power of cseape, or even of moving, seem
entirely to desert them when their enemy is near them, andd
they become so paralyzed with fear, that the sunke has nothing
to do but to seize them. Any person who has seen one of our
eommon snakes swallow a large frog will readily believe all ac-
counts of deer being swallowed by the ginnt-serpent of the Fast.

The short-cared owls [G!im‘ fli"l_rq_'.fryr.lfu.-:::l visit mz in {}I_‘tl’)'lill'."l',

Wand on their first arrival are frequently put up in turnip fields,

‘higle rushes, heather, and indeed sometimes out of a rough
ploughed field.  This bird has more of a hawk-like appearance
about the head than any other of our owls, and has longer wings
in proportion to its body. The upper parts are variegated and
peneilled with yellowish brown and dark brown; the under
parts are yellowish with longitudinal streaks; the horns ave
much shorter and smaller than those of the last-named species,
and indeed are not always erected ; the irides are bright yellow.
T have frequently seen this bird hunting about rushy places
at o much earlier hour than any other owl would be aliroad at.
Tis flight is more rapid too and hawk-like. Its food consists
principally of the field mice which frequent these places, though
neither snipe nor bunting escape its aftacks, Though prinei-
pally only a visitor, the short-eared owl breeds in the higher
districts of the country, building a slight nest in a tuft of long
heather on the side of some steep bank. The egg is round and
white. On its first arrival as a binl of passage, it is frequently

_found in small companies. As many as a dozen have been put

«ip in one turnip field. They however soon disperse, and then
are only found singly. T have scen them far more frequently
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in the open heather thon amongst trees.  Tn this respect they
differ from any other owl of this country.

The white owl {(Sfeie flammen), though so common in wmany
parts of England, is cum!mm!l\'vh' mare in this country, I *shiave
however seon it in the rocks of the Fimdhorn, and in other
places.  The upper parts ave of a fine yellow colour beantifully
marked with lines of Drown, and with numerous small white
spots ; the lower parts are pure white ; the wings extend beyond
the tail ; tho irdes black,  The white owl frequents buildings
atul olid rains, but seems, where numerous, particularly to attach
itself to church towers; oceasionally, however, it fakes up is
abde in a hollow free. “This bird is of great benefit fo the
farmer, being o wost indefatizgallo destroyer of mice, which
appear fo form almest its only food. The numbers they de-
strov must be very great where they are unmolested and allowe
to breedi  Nome indeed bub the most ignorant gamekeeper
would like to zee this owl nailed up amongst his olher trophies.
Quick as the hearing of the mouse iz, that of the owl seems to
be still more acute ; and the peculiar formation of their wings
and soft texture of their feathers enable them to dlide througlh
the air without the slightest noise or rustling, and so to surprise
their timid and watehful prey. Unlike other rapacious birds,
the white owl seems sometimes to breed in company, as I have

geen more than o dozen young ones of different ages, bat all
unable to fly, erowded together in the same church tower, being
the progeny; as far as T could judge, of several different pairs of
owls. If it was more generally known how much damage is
done to young plantations by mice, and how wany of these 4
creatures are killed by owls, more partienlarly by the white

owl, the bird would,-I think, enjoy a perfect immunity from

trap and gun.®

* This is one of the fow binds 1 bave known transplanted and lreed
omd thrive in its new country. A pair of white owls were Lrowght from
England by a school=Loy more than twenty years ago to the banks of the
Kairm, where their descendants are now in good numbers,  Their flest®
independent settlement was in the tower of Kilravock.—C. 1
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The ENOWY il {Nuetou wivea), o mognificent bind, i3 an
oceasional, though a rare, visitor here. [ have Known wore
than one instance of its being secn and Killed on $he sen coast
of shis country.  The breadth of the wings in the female Tand
is above five feet. The male is considerably swaller.  The
plumage is white with brown markings. These marks gradually
decrease with the ago of the bird, and in old specimens {he
plumage becomes nearly all white. In ilis country its food

appears to consist principally of rabbits.  In Greenland and
lecland this binl i3 not unconunon, and it preys on the smaller
quadrnpeds which are fownd in those vegions,  Nothing ean bo
more pictnresque and startling than the sudden appearance of a
snowy owl gliding out of a dark reeess or cavern, with its

ghost-Tike appearance aud noiscless flight. It is said to he a
‘eonstant resident on the wost northern of the smaller Shetland
[zlands=

I have only known oue instanec of the eagle owl (Bubo
marimus) being seen in this distriet, and it was nob then
captured ; but the description given to me could not have ap-
plied to any other bird  The owl which T allude to was seen
in o tree in the woods of Brodie. Iis large size, long crect
horns, and bright orange-coloured oyes, distinguish it at onece
from any other of the owls. Its food consists of hares, rabbits,
and any small quadrapeds. Its loud hooting has a most striking
and startling effect in the solitudes of the forests of Sweden and
Germany, as ihey utter eries of defiance or of call to each other
= {rom different rocks or trees, echoing far and wide in the skill-
ness of night, and sounding like nothing earthly.

The little owl, called Tengmalin's owl (Nyelale funcrea), does
not exeeed eight inches in length.  The plumage is irvegulacly
varicgated, and spolted with white and brown, 1t con searcely
be said to belong to this district, though T have had an owl de-
seribed to me as being seen in a wood near Elgin which could
Jbe searcely of any other species. - I have, however, never known
of une being killed here.  On the opposite const of Sutherland
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I have known of an owl of this kind being killed by Mr,
Dunbar in the ruins at Spinnindale.  Tis appearance in any
part of the kingdom iz, however, very rare, and when it does
visit us, ils neeturnal habits and small size provent its being
noticed.

December 7 (1852)—Doth yesterday and to-day it hap-
pened that T wounded a parbiidge not far from the Quarry
Toad, and en Loth ocepsions o peregrine faleon strnek the hird
in the air, and carried it away before my eyes,

Early in Deeember ihe roebucks lose their horns. T have
shot them during the first week of this month with the horns
g0 loose thiat they have fallen off as the smimal was earvied
home. They are, however, in as pood or perhaps even better

onder for the table in December than at any other time.

The ros being very much disturbed by wood-eutters in
most of our woods, keep to the wild, rough cover, foo young
for the axe, which lica between the upper country and the
shore ; there they live in folerable security, in company with
the foxes, black game, and wild fowl, which tenant the woods
and swamps of that district. Crecasionally, whilst T am wood-
cock shooting, n roe affords a pleasant variety and weighty addi-
tiom to the game bag.  All my dogs, whether pointers, spaniels,
terriers, or retrievers, become very eager when on the secent of
roe,

The Blackeocks, like other birds, ave very fond of ecatching
the last evening rays of a winter’s son, and ae always to be
found in the afterncon on banks facing the west, or swinging, *
if there is no wind, on the topmost branch of the small fir ‘
trees. On the mountains, too, all birds, as the sun gets low,
take to ihe slopes which face the west ; whilst in the morning
they betake themselves to the castern banks and slopes to mect
his rays. No bird or animal iz to be found in the shade during
winter, unless it has flown there for shelter from some imminent
danger.  This is very remarkable in the case already mentioned
of the golden plovers, who in the evening ascend from slope o
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slopa ns each becomes shaded by intervening heights, until they
are all eollected on the Yory Inat ridlge which the fun shines upon.
When this iz no longer illuminated, and the sin i aquite below
the diorizon, they betake themselves to their feeding-places near
the sea-shore or olsewhere.  Goats have tho same habit

There is no fresh-water lake which has so large a gquantity
of wild fowl on it as the Loch of Spynie; and I do not know
a more amusing sight than the movemenis and proceedings of

the thousands of binls collected there during this season.  All
wild fowl, from swan to teal, swarm on this lake (I have known
one insianee of the Dbittern having been killed here®) ; and it
is most interesting to see the habits and manners of feeding and
of passing their time of the different kinds, some feeding only
by night and others moving about at all homs. On the ap-
woach of night, however, the whole community becomes rest-

lgsz and on the move, and the place is alive with the flocks
fiying to and fro, uitering their peeuliar notes, and calling to
ench other, as they pass from one part of the loch fo ancther.
The mallards for the most part take to the fields in search of
food, flying=either in pairs or in small flocks of five or six.
The widzeon keep in companies of ten or twelve, whistling con-
stantly to each other as they fly to feed on the grassy edges of
the lochs, The teal and some other birds feed chiefly on the
mud-banks and shallows which abound in parts of this half-
drained lake ; and amongst the loose stones of the old castle of
Sprynie, which overlooks it, and where formerly proud ecclesins-
ties trod; the badger has now taken up his solitary dwelling.T
. The flight of wild fowl in the evening is more rapid in
reality than it appearsto be ; and I bave seen many a good shot

® Another bittern was killed at a rushy pool near Lochnabo.  From ita
retired habits, and keeping as it does amongst tall rushes and reeds, this
* bird may ocenr more frequently without being seen. It feeds, like the
heron, an whatever fish or animals it can catch and swallow in its watery
Tetreats.
* 1 Spyuoie, n noble castle, quite mined, was of ald the country palace of
the Bishops of Moray.
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fairly puzeled by i, and undble to kill ess bivds ot this thne
of the day with any certainly until practice had faught them the
uecessity of aiming woll alwad.  Another great requisite {o suc-
ceas in will-fowl. shooting is o first-rate retviever, quick -=and
samacions in finding amd bringing the killed and wounded binds

from the swampy anl grassy places in which they fall.  Long

shots ought never to be taken in the cvening, as, independently
of the time lost in loading (dwing which operation, by the bye,
the binks always eontrive to eome over your head) you are sure
to lose many which fly away wounded, to drop several hundred
yards offy serving only to feed the foxes and crows, always on the L
look-out for foed near lukes and marshes,

Some retrievers have a most wonderul instinet in discovering
whether o wounded bind is likely to fall ; invaviably making
down and fnding them, without wasting their time and strength
in vain pursuit of those whieh are able to eseape.

Nothing is more trving to the eonsiitution of & dog than this
kind of shooting in the winter ; when the poor animal spends
his time either in paddling or swimming about in half-frozen
waler, or in shivering at his master’s feet whilst waiting for a

fresh shot.  The master perhaps has water-proof hoots aud a

worm jacket on, o pipe in his mouth, and a mouthful of brandy

to keep him warm ; while his poor dog has none of these

accompanying comforts, and is wade to sit motionless on the wet ‘

or frozen ground with the water freczing on his coat.  For my

own part [ administer as much as T ean to the comfort of my

canino eompanion, by always carrying him some Diseuits, and *®

by giving him either my plaid or o game-bag to lie upon.  Ti is .

amnsing enmigh to see the rebiiever wrapped in the plaid, with -

only his head out of it, watching eagerly for the appearance of a

flock of widgeon or ducks, which he ofien secs before Lodo

myself
The best and most sagacions dog of this kind that -1

ever saw, and whose cunning and skill were unequalled,” T sold

“(Erip,”
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to make room for a stronger rvetriever, whe, however, never
equalled his predegessor in sagacity amd uselolness T fho less
repented bhaving parted with the dog, as he [ell into the hands
ol a fricnd of mine, Sir Alexander Comming, a most excellond
shot and persevering wilil-fowl shooter, who fully appreciated
the good qualities of the aniwal.  The Loch of Spynie belonging
principally to this gentleman’s family, he preserves the place
strictly ; and T do not knoWw so suceessful a wild-fow] shooter—

suceessful I mean in & gentlemanly and sportsmanlike manmer

—and with what T term fade shooting.  With due deferenee to
the followers of this apork; I eannot include noder that denomi-
nation the punt and swivel-gun system,  Amongst otler objee-
tionz to this kind I.'||.l'3|_|L|I'[- iz the vast number of binds maimed,
wounded, and left to perish miserably, or to fecd crows and
{ 1]1|."1' 1.'ln'l']'ll:ijl. xﬁi even L'Ll]t'llli't II.L-.-.'LL-L'5 i'l1||'|1.‘ij]|:'—f 11'[-1':-: o
lig subject reconciles me to this (proh pudor [} his favourite
branch of sport.

Dec. 11 (1846).—Severe snow storm ; widgeon are driven
to the open ditches and are very tame. The long-tailed ducks
are in every epen pool and diteh, and are so tame that they will"
rather dive than fly, however near 1 approach.

12th and 13th.—The snipes begin to come in great numbers

to every open diteh, but they are very wild, in consequence of

b all their cover being beaten down by the snow, which makes
= them unable to conceal themselves.

Dee. 13 (1852)—1 see peregrines nearly every day.  There

e i5 one—a very large one—who, whenever he hears me shoot in a

partienlar direction, appears, and has three times, within the last

L ten days, carried off a partridee which I have shot. Tt iz not

a young ong, but being blue on the back T suppose it is an

old bind, though much spotted below. Yesterday the largest

- peregrine I ever saw passed e with a pigeon in her feet ; she

was not eighty yards off and her Lright feet holding the bivd

were quite vizible ; she was dark slate colonr above and nearly

Wwhite below.
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14ih and 15th.—The redwings, thrushes, linnels, and ofher
small birds become very tame and distressed for wont of food ;
a tawny bunting® a rare bird here, came into the house,

In the snow 1 constantly sce the tracks of wensels and sfoats
going for considerable distances along the edges of opon ditches
and stremms, where they search not only for any birds which
may be roosting on the grassy bauks of the ditehes, but also for
eels and whatever fish they can make prey of.

The oiters, too, puzzled by the accumulation of ice and
frozen snow on the shallows, and about the mouth of the river,
go for.miles up any open diteh they can find ; fumning up
the unfrozen mud in search of cely, and then rolling on the
gnow to clean themselves,

There are fow animals whose scent is so athaetive lo dogs of
all kinds as the otter; but it requires that they should haveg
grent experience to be sure of finding an ofter, or of fu]]uwiﬂ;_’_/
him with any certainty when ‘started ; so strange and well con-
cealed ave the nooks and corners of broken banks and roots
under which he lies, or takes refuge when hunted. .
* My old keeper has great delight in the pursuit of otiers, 1
and continually neclects his more legitimate duties for the sake
of getting a midnight shot af one of these animals. Having
carefully determined on the way from which the wind blows,
and made himself sore that no eddy of air can earry his own
scent towards the stream, the old man sits well concealed under
a projecting bank near some shallow ford, where he cxpects the

otter will appear on his way up or down the burn. This plan » |
seldom fails, amd he not unfrequently makes his appearance in
the morning with a dead otter in his hand, the result of many |

hours of patient watching in a winter's night, of which the dis-.

ordered and bemudded appearance of his habiliments bears

further witness. I cannot plead guilty of over sending him -
on these expeditions, In the first place T have no very deadly
fend with the otters; and, in the next, I think that thoe old
fellow would be beiter in his bed than squatting under a broken’
bank throngh a long winter's night.
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Though not o advoeate for Elex's earbridges for gamo
ghooting, 1 use a great number of them against slronger animals,
such as olters, foxes, and roe, and also for wild-fowl shooting of
albkinds  In steady hands these eactridges nndoubtedly do great
execution amongst ducks and geese ; buk they are very apt to
induce the sportsman to take shots which are too long and
random, coneeiving that no distance is too great for this kind of
chiarge.  That they very frequently do not open af all, or ak any
rate not sufficiently soon, T have clearly ascertained ; and T have
often found in shooting roe and hores that the earfridge has
paszed through the animal like a single ball.  Every sportsman
knows that this will not answer his purpose in general shooting
and, therefore, that Eley's cartridges should only be used in the
most open places, and at strong birds and animals.
-” The wild swans sfill remain feeding in the lakes, and seem

to have made themselves completely at home ; going lazily off
to the bay when disturbed, but seldom taking the trouble to do
g0 unless the particnlar loch which they frequent, and in which
they feed, comes within the line of my beat for wild ducks.
When thefr territory is invaded, they first eolleef in a close body,
and after a short conference, flap along the water for some
distance, nnd gradually rising fly across the sand-hills with loud
eries to the sea. Hundreds of ducks of all kinds constanily
attend on the swans when feeding, to snatch at the water-grasses
aml weeds pulled up by the long-necked birds from the bottom
of the shallow water—a proceeding the swans seem by no means
to approve of, as they evidenily have no wish to Inbour for the
good of these active little pirates

Dee. 20—Captain Campbell,® and Sir William Cumming's

* Captain Camphell, alterwards Major, 280 Fusiliers ; sovprely wounded
at the battle of the Alma, and died of fever ot Seutard, fromn over-exertion
in performanee of his duty, sz Deputy-Assistant Quarter-Master Genernl.

{':1F~tuiﬂ f.':!m'[l]ll'l.] was out shooting with Mr, St Joho at Pluseanden,
and canght him in his arms when he was attacked by the fatal seizure

* which from that time incapacitated him from following his favourite
pursnits, and eventually cut short his valuable Tife at an early age, —En,
X
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keepers, killed five voe to-day, hunting with fox-hounds. A
fauly in fox-howds for roe-hunting is, that they run too mute
when near the game, and that they almost invariably eat every
wounded roe which they ran up to, unless some person izat
hand to prevent them.  When roe have been much worried by .
these fast hunting dogz, they ave wvery apt to leave the covers
and take off to some other,

It has often oceurred to me, how perfectly helpless o man
would be were he to lame himself during the distant and lonely
wanderings on the mountain, which the purauit of deer and wild
game sometimes leads him into ; and I was foreibly reminded of
this by o eurious aceident which happened to myself in the
woods of Altyre while roe-shooting on the 28th of this month.

The hounds were in pursuit of a roe; and T was partly
oeenpied in listening to their jovous cry, and partly in admiving ',’
the beautiful light thrown by the low rays of the winter sun on !
the red trunks of the firs, contrasted as it was with the gloomy
darkness of their foliage, when T heard the foot of a roe as it
came towards me, venfre d ferre.  Toking o cool aim T sent a
cartridge through the poor animal’s head, whe fell rolling
over like a rabbit. I went up in order to bleed her, according
to rule, when just as T was knife in hand, T heard the hounds
coming up in chace of another roe. T dropped the knife
on the heather, and of that instant the dying roe gave an
expiring plunge, as animals almost always do when shot in
the head, and her hind foot struck the hilt of the couteau de
chasse, driving “it straight into my foot. Having, not withont
some little difficulty, drawn it out, T had next to ent off my
ghoe, when the blood eame oub like a jet d'eaw. Dlaking a
tourniquet of my hankerchief and a bit of stick, T managed to
stop the bleeding, not however before I began to feel a little
faint. Then, not waiting for my companions, who were in a
distant part of the woods, I hobbled off to a forester’s house,
where I rebound the cut, and having directed the man where o |
find the roe, and to tell the other shooters that 1 had left the
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wood, I made my way homewands as well as 1 could, and
luckily meeting on the road one of my setvanls exe reising u
pony, T got home withoui more |mu1|un1mhﬂ, but T had o
pats many a long day upon a sofa.  Had o similer aceident
lappened on some of the wild and distant mountaing of the
conntry where 1 often shoot, I shonll probably not have heen
seen again, till the wvens and the storms of winter had left
nothing hut my bones.  From such slight and trivial causes do
aceidents sometimes happen to remind us how helpless we all are,

In the low parts of Moryshire the snow seldom lies long,
and econsequently after every lemgthened snow-storm there ia

n migration not only of will-fowl of all kinds, but also of

wartridees and other gume, who come down to the bay and
o 1 -

zhore from the higher parts of the distriet, where the ground is

more completely covered with snow, the depth of which in-
ereases gradually as one recedes from fhe-shore,

A more strikingly varied drive of twenty miles ean scarcely
be taken than from the Spey at Grautown down to Forres on
the sen-side, near the mouth of the Findhorn River. After
emerging Trom the woods of Castle Granf, in the immediate
vieinity of the Spey, and that curiously-built place Gramtown,
with its wide street of houses, almost wholly inhabited by
Grants, the traveller comes out on the extended flats and moors
of the district round Brae Moy, where there is scarveely a sign
of life, animal or human ; exeept when a grouse rises from the
edge of the road, or runs with comb and head erect a fow yands
into the heather, and then erouches fill the intruder has passed
by. There 15, to be sure, a turnpike-house here, but it is a
wretched-looking affair, and its tenant must live & life as solitary
as o lighthouse keeper.  After several miles of this most dreary
thongh not very elevated range, the road, missing the lirst view
of the firth and Cromarty Bay, enters the woods, and for a long
distance passcs through a succession or rather one continued

tract of fine fir-trees. It goes through the beautiful grounds of
Altyre, and along the banks of the most picturesque part of
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the Findhorn ; and, graduslly descending, it opens npon the
rich fields of Moray, and the broad Moray Victh, with the
mountains ol Hu':-'r-'. Caithwees, aml Sutherland—nu glorions
range—in the distanes: o great and most pleasing ehafgo
from the dreary brown muidand vear Beao Moy,  Having
passed through this long and varied tract of woodland, the road
snddenly cmenges into the rich open corn-land of the most
fertile district in Seotland, near the bay of Findhorn, where the
river, as il tired by iis long and rapid course, gradually and
slowly mixes itself with the salt water of the Moray Firth. By
crossing the river near this spot, another very different kind of
country is reached—the strango sand-hills of Findhom or
Culbin, Thus, in a very few hours' drive, as great a varicty of
conntry is passed through as could be found in any part of the
island, each portion of which is charncleristic and intercsting. "’

Forres itself iz one of the prottiest and cleanest little towns
in the kingdom. The entrance from the river Findhom is
extremely picturcaque ; and the bright sparkling burn, with the
public bleaching-green close to the town, always gives it a gay
and lively appearance. The town magistrates, too, wWith public-
spirited zeal, have Inid out pleasure-prounds and walks on the
wonded hill above the town, which, as regards the views which
they command, are probably not surpassed by any in the king-
lom.

During the time that the snow remained on the gromnd, the
rabbits in a wood near my house took to barking the fine old
hollies, thus destroying trees of a very great age, ond of from
eight to ten inches in diameter. Oaks also of twenty years'
growth are frequently destioyed by these animals In fact,
wherever they onee estalilish themselves they overrun the country
and become a nuisance.  In the zand-hills of Culbin I admit that
they can do bot small mischief, there being in that region litile
“else but bent, sea-weed, and furze bushes, They thrive how-
ever on this food, and in spite of foxes and guns keep up their |
numbers sufficiently to afford plenty of sport, The foxes are
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numerons in the rough wild distvicl which lies to the west of
the sand-hills, and hunt regularly for rabbits wherever they
abound,  From their tracks it is evidend ilfai two foxes con
staatly bunt together ; and they take difforent sides of every
hillock.

If & fox firuls a rabbit at o suflicient distanee from the cover,
he catches it by fair runming ; but most of his prey he obtains
by dint of the munberless stratagems which have carned for
him a famons, or rather an infumons, reputation from time im
memorial.  From what I have mysell seen of the ennning of
the fox, I can belicve almost any story of his power of
deceiving and inveigling animals into Lis elutches.  Nor does
his countenance Lelie him § for handsome animal as he certainly
iz, his face is the very type and pevsonification of cunning,

The eottagers who live near the woods are constantly com-
plaining of the foxes, who steal their fowls frequently in broad
daylight ; carrying them off' befors the faces of the women, but
never comnmiiting themselves in this way when the men are at
home, From the guantity of débris of fowls, ducks; ete., which
are strewed here and there near the abodes of these animals, the
mischief they do in this way must be very greab

Cunning, however, as they are, I not unfrequently put them
up while walking tlrough the swamps.. They lie, in faneied
security, on some dry tuft of heather in the midst of the pools ;
and not expecting or being aceustomed to be disturbed, they
remain ihere until my retviever raises them close to my feet.
One fine day in the beginning of this month, when the sun was
bright and warm, a setter who was with me made a very singu-
lar kind of point in the Iong heather, looking round at me with
an air wost expressive of “ Come and see what I have here”
As soom as T got near, the dog made a rush into the rough
heather, putting out-a large dog fox, who had been napping or
basking. The fox made a belt almest between my legs to get
at a hole near the place ; but T stopped him with a charge of

] -
duek shot : the dog, though as steady nz possible at all game,
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pursaed the fox full ery, and when Lie volled over, worried and
shook him, as a ball-dog would a eat.

1.‘“.‘!.'0“1]10!‘, in this part of the island, is seldom o very cold
or boisterous month ; onr principal slorms of swow aud wind
come with the new year, Frequently indeed there is no cover-
g of snow on that part of the county which lics within the
influence of the sea-air till February.

December 19 (1847).—Robins are very carnivorous, de-
vouring raw meat most voracipusly —so do tomdtits,

During the first days of snow and storin & constant jmmi-
gration of larks takes place ; these binds continuing to arrive
from sea-wand during the whole day, and frequently they may
be heard flying in after it is dark.  They come flitting over in
a constant strageling stream, not in compact Hocks ; and piteh-
ing on the first piece of ground which they find wneovered with
snow, immediately begin searching for food ; feeding indiseri-
winately on insects, small seeds, and even on turnip leaves,
when nothing else can be found.

Drecember 21-24.—Shot ducks at loch of Spynie, where
there were immense flocks of widgeon, mallards, teal, eoots, and
other water-fowl. Spynie is the best loch in the north of Seot-
land for wild-fowl, and a great resort of swans, Sir Alexander
Cwnming Killed fourteen mallanls in the space of an hour or
two. He placed himself in a good situation, with a white cap
and shirt on, and killed them as they flew over his Lead.

The wagtails frequent the sheepfolds near the shove, and
keep up an active search for the insects which are found about
sheep,

The pied wagtail (Mofaeille Farvellit), o well known and
favourite bird, is very common, frequenting every stream and
ford, more especially in the neighbourhood of towns and houses,
in the yieinity of which it finds more of its food, which consists
of insects of all soris, than elsewhere. Tn the antumn and
winter months vast numbers flock in an evening about the
reeds and rushes of Lol Spynie, and other similar places, *
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where they roost.  Sometimes too, towards nightfall, the single
willow or alder Lushes by the edge of the streams are absolutely
full of wagtails, This binl builds its nest dn holes of walls,
crevices of rocks, and similar places. The egg is white, spotted |
with brownish ash colour.

The gray wagtail (Motacilla sulphurea) is peculiarly elegant
both in colour and shape. It is rather more slender than the
last-naned spocies, and has & longer tail. The head and back
are of a blue gray. The throat and chin black. The lower
parts of the breast and body and the rump are bright yellow.
The onter tail featliers are pure white. The next tail feathers
are white, with the outer edge black, The remaining centre
feathers are Llack or of a durk pray approaching to Dlack.
Feet lisht brown. Bill dark brown. There is a light stripe
above the eye. In the winter this bird loses the black on the
throat, and is altogether of a less bright plumage. Though not
so common as the pied wagtail it is tolerably abundant, fre-
queniing streams and pools of water. When sitting on the
stones, or running along the ground in pursuit of insects,
with its long tail in constant motion, it is an amusing afid
interesting object. It builds in holes of walls near the ground
and under stones, frequently under the arch of a bridge. Eogs
white, thickly spotted with yellowish brown. 3

The vellow wagtail (Afedacilla campesteis) is much more rare
liere than any other spocies of wagtail. Indeed, I only remember
seeing it two or three times in this county. Ile is a shorter
bird than the last, and has not a proportionate length of tail
The upper parts are of a pale green or olive colonr.  The lower
parts are bright yellow, over the eye iz a bright yellow streak.
The outer tail feathers white, the rest of a dark colour, approaching
to black. Legs black. The bill black. Theegas are white, not very
clear, and thickly spotted with brown and ash tolour, The neat, as
{ur as my own observation goes, is placed on the ground in grass,
in green wheat, or a similar situation, and not in holes like the
other waatails.  There is imother species not much known, named
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the Motacilla glava, differing from the last in b wing the hemd
of a blue gray colour. T have never killod this bind, but have little
doult ihat it mighd be found whorever wi aglails are numerdus,

December 31, —23ly faleon got loose threo duys ago, and, L
* had not seen her sinee then, but this morming T saw o lawlk in
full purauit of a magpic, and, thinking it was li“. 1 ealled in (he
manner T used to call her, and she immediately left her chase,
and after wheeling round and round for a short time, came down
on my arm, and began to carcss me,




CHAPTER THE SEVENTEENTH.

DECENBER — Part 1Y,
CONCLUSION.

A FEW years back, when living in the north of Scotland, 1
was anxious fo get some ptarmican in their bLeautiful winter
plumage, which is as pure o whito as the snow iteelf, It was
late in the season, and the ground was covered with snow ;
but as there had been o few days’ frost, the walking was by no

tmmus bad 5 so I determined to starb, in spite of the cold and
‘anow, and the grumblings of old Donald, who had but litéle in-
clination for the pursuit.

,, Our plan was to reach a shepherd’s house, situated about
ten or twelve miles—that is to say, about fonr hours' easy
walking—aup the course of the river ; there wo were to sleep,”
and to attack the ptarmigan on the following day—the moun-
tain where I expected to find them being situated near the
sheplerd’s house. At the first break of day Donald and I left
the house, accompanied by one quiet dog, whose personal incli-
nations fended rather to ofter-hunting and such like pursnits

« than to grouse-shooting ; but his nose was so good and his in-

' telligence s great, that in cover-shooting and rough work he was
invaluable,  Pointers would have been useloss for ptarmigan in
the then state of the ground ; and T also thought it not unlikely
that we might fall in with the track of an otter or wild eat

= during our walk up the river side,
As soon as we emerged from the woods a beautiful sight
opened 1o us ; the morning sun, although not yeb visible, tinged

‘the mountain tops fo the west, their snow-covered summits
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shining with all the varied colours of the sainbow,  Soon, how-
ever, the bright sun of o frosty winter's day rose belind us,
making the old Bireh-trees which grow on the slopes above the
river throw out their dark shadows on the snow,  Tero jand
there a roebuck or two “stotted  (to use Donald's favourite ex-"
pression) over the turf wall into the shelter of the fir woods,
ont of which we had just come ; the gronse-cocks were crowing
on the juniper-covered hillocks, which shewed their lively green
above the surrounding snow ; and the black-cocks launched
themselves off the birch-trees, where they scemed to have becn
awaiting tho first rays of the morning sun.  Everything around
us was full of beauty ; and dreary as a mountainous country is

when covered with snow, still it is magnificent, varied too as it

now was by wood and water and numerous living ereatures, all - '
appearing to be in as full enjoyment of life as if it had been a-g .

genial morning in May instead of a most orthodox {'_'-]u'is‘tmrls-, ;
like day. The gray crows were just going forth in pairs from 1

the woods, calling to each other with loud ringing cries; and all
bending their way straizht to one point, where, as we afterwards
fuu]ld, two drowned sheep had been cast ashore in adend of the
river
We walked on, and soon came across the tracks of two or :
thres otters, where they had been going in and out of the waler
on their way up stream, after fishing in the deep pools where
ihe two waters met near the house. Thess pools are favourite
resting places for salmon and sea-trout, and therefore are sure
to be frequented by the otfers, =
Opposite to a strip of birch-trees one of the lirgest otters
geemerdl to have left the river, and fo have made for a well-
known cairn of stones, where T had before found both marten-
cat and otter, Half way up the brae he had entered a kind of
eleft or hole, made by a small stream of water, which at this *
gpot worked itself out of the depth of the earth. “Hell no
stop in this," said Donald ; *there’s a vent twenty yarnls above,
amd T ken weel that he'll no stop till he is in the dry cairn, "
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forty yards higher up the bre Nor was the old man far
wrong, for we found where the oliter had squeezed Limself up to
the surface of the grouwml again, leaving a sotall roud hole in
tho,snow,  We carcfully stopped up both onfranees to this
covered way, amd ther Donald went on with the dog to dizlodge
him from the cairn, having first given me the strongest injune-

tions to “sfand guite privately” o few yonds from the hole
which we had just stopped up. The dog at fivst seemed little
inelined to leave me, but presently understanding the service
upon which he was to be employed, he went off with Donald
with right good will, putting his nose every now and then into
the tracks of the oiter in the snow, 08 if to nscertain how long
it was since his enemy had been there,
They soom arvived at the cairn; which was of no great extent,
‘and not compozed of very heavy stones.  After walking round
* it carefully, to sec whether there were any fracks farther on,
Donald sent on the dog, who almost immediately began to hark
and scratch at o part of the eairn.  Donald was soon with him,
and employed in moving the stones, having laid down his gun
for that puppose, knowing that the otier was quite sure to malde
straight for the place where I was standing, if he could dislodge
him, Presently the dog made a headlong dive inte the snow
and stones, but drew back as quickly with a sharp cry.  In he

.’ went again, however, his blood now well up ; bub the otter's

black head appeared at o different aperture, and now dog and

man were dancing and tumbling about amongst the snow and
stones like lunaties,—the otter darting from place o place, and
shewing his face first in one corner and then in anotler.

" Donald found this would not to ; so he again commenced
moving the stones. Presently he called ont to me, *Keep
private, sir! keep private | the brute is coming your gate!”
Private T had kept from the moment he had stationed me, till
my fingers and fect were nearly frozen.  Donald scized the dog
andd held him, to prevent his running in the way, All this

* passed in a moment, and I saw the snow heaving up above the

L
L ]
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otter, who was working through it like a mole; assistod,
probably, by the heather, which provented it from being caled
down in a solid fass, as would have been the case on o smeoth
field, T knew that he would appear ub the hole which we Jod
glopped ; and therefore T did not risk a shot o i,

o worked on until he was elose to the hole: when lie
emerged gquictly and silently, and crepl towards the well-known
place of wefoge.  On finding it completely stopped up, the
countenance of the poor animal nssumed a2 most bewildered
exprezsion of astonishment and fear ; and lifling himself up on
his hind legs, he looked round to ascertain what had happened.
On secing me he made ofl towards the river, with as long leaps
as the snow would allow him ; and as it was tolerably hard, lie
gob on pretty quickly till my charge of shot put on end to his

Journey. f—
The report of the ocun started two fine stags, who had been

feeding along the course of a small open rill which an into the
river just above where we were; and I was astonished to sec
the power with which these two great animals galloped up the
1ill, although they sank deep at every stride.  When half way
up, they halted to look at us, and stood Deautifully defined on
the white snow ; they then trotted quietly off till we lost sight
of them over the summit of the hill.  Donald in the mean {ime
had carefully concealed the otter under the snow (marking the
place by a smwall pyramid of stones), as I intended to have him
skinued on our return home.

The lakes and the still pools being frozen, wo saw several
Lerons standing in their usual and characteristic attitude, wait-
ing patiently in some shallow running water for any unwary
tront that might pass within reach of their nnerring bills : and
here and there a heron who appeared to have made his morning
meal was standing, as quietly and as unsubstantial-looking ns
his own shadow, perched on one foot on a stone in the middle
of the stream. A golden-eye or two were diving earnesi Iy and
uickly in the quicter parts of the river, taking wing only on "

it gl ®

s
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my near approach, and after ying some distones up the strean,
coming back again over my head, making with their rapid
pinions the peenlinr elanging noise which distinguislhes their
flight from that of any other duck.  They pazsod me anmolested,
for Tl we killed them they would have been useless,  Indeed,
no diving duck 15 [t to eal, with the exeeption perhaps of the
pochard and seanp ; and even these, although T have heard them
much praized, arve far infovior to mallavd, widgeon, or teal, which
are, in my opinion, the only British ducks worth killing for the
. larder,

On leaving the birch woods the country became wild and
dreary, and frequently wo had no small dilfienliy in making our

way along the tmckless snow.  The otters had turned off here
andd there from the river, and we saw no more of their footsteps.
A wild eat had been hunting at one parl of the banks, hint had
crossed where some stones wmised above the water had enabled
her to do so tolerably dry footed.  Although not so unwilling
to get wet as the domestic cat, this animal appears to avoid the
water as much as possible ; though .I have known instances

of their swimming rivers,

“We must try to get a brace of grouse or something to take
up to the shepherd’s,”™ zaid my eompanion, *as youw're no that
fond of braxy, sir, and I doubt if we’'ll get any other ®ven-
ni-zon’ there the night” “Indeed I am wof fond of braxy,"*
wiis my answer ; *and a grouse or two we must get.” Dub we
had firat to eat our lancheon, having breakfasted haslily ab a very
early hour, and we determined o perform this ceremony at a
spring abount a mile ahead of us ; and, as T remembered having
I_. {requently seen a pair or two of ducks about it in frosty weather,

when we drow near the place we advanced with great care, keep-
ing ourselves well eoncealed till within twenty yands of the spot.
“ Wow, then, Donald, you look over the bank, and see if any
ducks are feeding on the grass about the well. If there are, you
. ® Brocy—A shecp which has died of disense : also multon of this de-

_-.r_;r_iE:-1_i_u:m_—..lrr:m.,"r.-.'r_-.-l'.'s Seotliek Dieltouar.
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shoot at them on the gronnd, and T will take them fying.”
Donald wormed himself on o litile, residless of filling lus
pockets with snotw, and having looked cantiously over, beekoned
to mo to come nearer, which I did.  *Thers are six bonny Ly
dukes feeding about the well, sir; three drkes and three
duke="" “Take care then, Donald, and gei two or three of
them in a line before you fire,”

After waiting a little with his
gun pointed towards the place, Donald fired one Tareel, ond then,
a8 they rose, the other,  The latter killed none—"* ut mos fuit,”
However, as only four rose (two of which, both mallards, fell to ‘
my two barrels), I presumed that he had done some exeeuntion

with his first shot ; and sure enough he had riddled two most
effectually.

The place where the ducks had been feeding was o bright
green spot in the midst of the snow, caused by the spreading
of the waters of a fine unfreezing spring.  Avound it wers
the tracks of several deer who liad been eropping the preen
herbage, and had evidently sunk to their knees at every step

which they made in the soft groond. Two snipes rose while
we were picking up onr ducks. 5

As we ascended higher the river grew more rapid, and was
the only object in our view which wus not perfeetly white,
Having finished our frugal luncheon, and swallowed a modicum
of whisky, we again “ took the road,” as Donald was pleased to 1
express it, although road there was none, :

The grouse had entirely disappeared, and we saw no living

creature except a pair of gray crows, who alighted under the * s
bank of the river. “There will be more of those fellows there,” ‘
said I “Deed, ay, sir! do you mind them that we saw ot

first starting? they all came up this gate, and we've seen none
of them. I'd like weel to get a good shot ab them.” We there-
fore went quielly on to the place, the erows being quite con-
cealed from us by the bank. On locking over it cautiously,
there they were, indeed, a whole flock of these most mischievous,
of all vermin. “ Now then, Donald, take eave, and kill all you
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can,” said I “Deed ay,” was his answer, with a quiet chiuckle
The next moment our four charges of shol wero driving througl
the midst of the crows, and such a family afof at these cun-
ning birds was not ofien made, as we killed or maimed no less
than seven.  DBub the next instant, to onr mortifiention, & magmni-
ficent white-tailed eagle rose not twenty yards from us, out of the
bad of the river, where he had been feeding on anothe drowned

slieep which had grounded there, 1fe was so gorged that he

could seavcely get clear of the banks.  After a fow wheels, how
over, he got well launched, and was soon winging his way
towards the elifis of the mountain ahead of us,  Donald almost
wept with vexation, bug for my own part I did not vegret the
escape of the noble bind s0 much,
Turning round the bend of the river, we came within sight
',u{' our resting-place for the night, but it was still a long distance
off. « On the left, rising with a elear outline in ihe bright sky,
was the lofty mountain whers we intended to try for ptarmizan.
The snow, however, looked so deep on it that we began to think
we might as well have stopped at home. Dub I was very
anxious to 'met a few binds in their pure winter plumage, and
determined not to give in, if any chance of suecess olfered itself.
As we approached nearver to the shepherd's hut, the hill-sides,
which were covered with fing old weeping-bivch, presented a
most beautiful appearance ; and here we saw a great many
blackcocks, either perched on ihe leafless branches of the birch,
or trying to make a scanty meal of the juniper-berries, which
* they contrived to get at hers and there, where the enow was not
so deep. I shot a couple of fine old birds as they flew over our
heads from one side of the river to the othier; and Donall
miszed several more, as shooting flying is decidedly not his forte.
Our approach had been observed from a distance, and the
shepherd was ready to receive us:  His wife, “on ]m‘spil;fl.nlc
thoughts intent," hurried to and fro, piling peats and fir-roots on
the fire. I had got wet at the spring where we killed the
ducks, and my tronsers, higher than my knees, were as hand as




him; the odonr of which was enough to breed the plague or the
cholera anywhera but in a Highlond hut.  * Deed, your honour,”
said the shepherd, *it's no that bad, considering we did not
find the sheep for some days after it died, and the eorbies had
pulled it about a bit. The weather was gay an' wet at the
time, or it would not have had snch a high flavour ; but we
steeped it a day or so, to get vid of the greenness of the ment.”
I thought to myself that, “eonsidering” all this, together wit]l(
the additional fact that the sheep had died of a kind of ingad
mortification, the bowels of Donald and the shepherd must be
stronger even than the “dura ilin messorum® which we rend
of at zchool

»
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boards with the intonse frost that hod come on as the evening
get in,  Howover, © ]gnr' lovatue hiyems'"—I waz soon thawed
to a proper 1'!'!I!:-i1.‘-'~[ﬂl'|1,‘}', and immediately began to superintend
the eooking of some of onr game.  In ns short a time as spos-
sible a stew worthy of Meg Merrilics herself was prepaved ; but
with true Highland taste Donald preferred, or protemded to pre-
fer, some * braxy " mutlon which the shepherd's wile set befora
i
|

Our host was tolerably confident that we should manage to
get a fow ptarmigan if we started early, so as {o make the most
of the day, and if the snow continned hard.  “ But for a' that,
it will no be easy travelling,” was his final remarle.

Before daylight I was up, and making my toilette by tho
light of a splinter of bog fir. The operation did not take long,
nor did it extend beyond Ehe most simple and neeessary acis.
The * gude wife™ had prepared me rather an elaborate breakfaust
of porridge, tea, and certain undeniably good barley and oaf
cakes, flanked by the remains of my supper, cggs, cle. As
Donald zeemed not to like the expedition, T left lim at the
hut, with injunctions to procure enongh black game or grouse
to form our supper and next day's breakfast. The shepherd
took down a single-bareel gun of prodigious length and ealibive,
tied together here and there with pieces of string ; and having
twistedd hiz plaid round him, and it his pipe, was ready o
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aceompany me,  Sop having pot up some lonchieon in cose we
wora out lato, we stariad,

The sun was not up as we crossod e ritor on the slepping-
gtones which the shepliend had placed for fhat purpose, bt very s
goon the mountain-tops were gilded by its rays, and Defore long
it was shining brightly on our backs as we toiled up the steep
hill-side, My companion, who knew exactly which was the
casieat line Lo take, led the way; deeply coversd with snow as
the gronnid was, T should, without his guidanes, have found il
impossible to moke my way up to the heights to which we were
bound, * I'm no just liking the look of the day cither, sir,"
was his remark, “but still T think it will hold up till near
nicht; we ghould be in o bonny pess il it eame on to drift while
we were up yonder”  “ A bonny pass, indeed !" was my in-
warildl ejaculation.  However, depending on his skill in the
vigather, and not expecting myself that any change would talke
place till nightfall, although an ominous-loeking clond con
eealed the upper part of the mountain, I went on with all confi-
dence. -

Our sbject was to rveach a certain shoulder of the hill, not
fur from the summit, from which the snow had drifted when it
first fell, leaving a tolerably-sizod temct of hare stones, where we
expected to find the ptarmigan basking in the bright winier sun
[t was eertainly hard work, and we folt little of the eold as we
laboured up the steep hill.  Perseverance meets with its rewanl ;
and we did at last reach the desived spot, and almost immedi-
ately found o considerable pack of ptarmiman, of which we
managed to kill four brace before they finally took their {light
ronnd a distant shoulder of the hill where it was impossible to
follow them. An eapgle dashed dovwn at the flock of birds as
they were just woing out of our sight, but, as we saw him rise
upwarnls again empty handed, he mmst have missed his aim

iy this time it wos near mid-day, and thie elowls were
'..Ea'liilﬂ'il!'l_':; on the mountain-top, and gradually approaching us. -
Wa had taken little note of the weatlier during our pursuit of
- ¥



[ ]
322 ESCAPE FROM AN AVALANCIIE. [T

the binds, but it was now foreed on our attention by a keen
Llast of wind which suddenly swepd along the shoulder of the
mountain, here and there lifting up the dry snow in elowds
«* Wo must make onr way homewards o onee,” said L Deed,
ay ! it will no be a canny night," was the shephenl's answer.
Just a3 we were leaving the bave stomes a brace of plarmigan
roze, one of which T knocked down: the bied fell on a part of the

snow which sloped downwards fowards a nearly perpendicular
eliff of gread 1|F5&§1l1 ¢ the slope of the snow was not very great, '
so I ran to zeeure the bind, which was fluttering towands the

precipice: the shepherd was some little distance behind me, *
lighting his everlasting pipe ; but when he sow mo in porsuit of
the plarmigan he shouted ab me to stop: not exoctly under-
standing him, I still ran after the bivd, when suddenly I found
the suow giving way with me, and sliding * cn masse” towards f gl
the precipice. There was no time o lesitate, so, springige 4
back with a power that only the emergency of the case counld
have given me, I strugzled upwards again towards my com-
panion. How I managed to cseape I cannot tell, bub in less

.
time than it takes to write the words T had retraceds my steps
several - yanls; making use of my gun as a stick to keep myself
from sliding back again towards the edge of the eliff. The
o = (=

shepherd was too much alavmed to move, bot stood for a
moment specchless ; then recollecting himself, he roshed forward <
to help me, holding ont his long gun for me to take hold of
For my own part, I had no time to be afraid, snd in a few

moments was on terra firma, while a vast mass of snow which *
I had sét in motion rolled in an avalanche over the precipice,
carrying with it the dead plarmizan,
I cannot deseribe oy sensations on secing the danger which
*I had so narrowly eseaped : however, no time waoz to be lost,
-

and we descended the mountain at a far quicker rate than we
had gone up it.  The wind rose rapidly, moaning monrnfully
. through the passes of dhe meuntam, and frequently earrying
with it dense showers of snow.  The thickest of these showers,
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however, [ell above where wo were, and the wind still eame
from behind us, though gradually veering round in n manner
which plainly shewed us that it would be right ahead betore we
reached home. | Every moment brought us lower, and wo went o
merrily on, thongh with certain anxious glanees oecasionally to
windward. Nor was onr alarm unfounded, for just as wo tnrned
a shoulder of the mountain, which brought ns within view of the
shephend's house perched on the opposite hill-side, with a good
hour's walk and the river between us and it, we were met by a
blast of wind and a shower of snow, half drifting aud half fall-
ing from the clonds, which took away our breath, and nearly
blew us Loth backwards, shutting out the view of everything
ten wards from our faces

We stopped and looked ab each other. “This is pgey an
sharp,” said the shepherd, *but we mustna lose time, or we'll
by smored in the drift; so come on, sir:"”
Bad as it wns, we did not dave to stop for its abating, and
having fortunately seen tho eottage for o moment, we knew

ani on wo wend,

that our course for the present lay straight down the moun-
tain. Afwer strogeling on for some time we come to a pn'rl,'
of ihe gronnd which rather puzeled us, as instead of being
n steep slope it was perfectly flab ; a break, however; in the
storm allowed us to see for a moment some of the birch trees
on the opposite zide of the river, which we judged were not
far from our destination. The river itself we could nob see,
but the glimpse we had caught of the trees guided us for
another start, and we went onwards as rapidly as we ecould
until the storm again elosed round us, with such violence that
we could scarcely stand upright against it We began now at
times to hear the river, and wo made strnight for the sound,
knowing that it must be crossed before we could reach home,.
and hoping to recognize some bend or rock in it which would
giide us on our way.

At last we eame to the flat valley through which the stream
ran, but hers the drift was tremendous, and it wag with the ntmosl
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difficulty that we gob to the waler's edge. When there, we
wero fairly puzzled by the ehanged aspecl of everything ; bul
suddenly the eventhg beeame lighter and the drifting snow not
« quite so demse.  We saw thal we shoyld soon e able to ascar-
tain where we were, 20 wo halied for o minute or two, stamping
ahout to keep ourselves from freezing. My poor dog imme-
diately eronched at our feet, and eurling himsclf up lay down ;
in a few moments he was nearly covered with the snow : Tut
the storm was evidently ceasing, ot any rate for a short time,
and very soon a small bit of blue sky appeared overhead, but in
a moment it was again concealed by the flying shower. The
next time, however, that the blue sky appeared, it was for a
lomger period, and the snow entirely ceased, allowing us to sce
our exact position ; indeed we were very nearly opposite tho
house, and within balf a mile of it.  The river had to be erossed,
and it was impossible to find the stepping-stones : but no tige
was to be lost, as a fresh drift began to appear to windward ; =0
in wo went, and dashed through the stream, which was nol
much nhove knee-deep, excepting in certain spots, which we
contrived to avoid. The poor dog was most unwilling at first
to rizo from his resting-place, but followed us well when once up,
We soon made our way to the house, and got there just as
- another storm came on, which lasted till aficr dark, and tloough
which, in cur fired state, we never could have made our way.
Donald and the shepherd’s family were in a state of great
anxicty about us, knowing that there would have been no pos-
sible means of affording us assistance, had we been bewildeved
or wearicd out upon the mountain.  The shepherd himsell whas
fairly knocked up, and could searcely be prevailed upon to take
either food or drink, or even to put off his frozen eloihes, befora
flinging himself on his bed. For my own party I soon beeamo
nz comfortable as possible, and slept as soundly and dreamlessly
as such exercise only con moke one do. T must eandidly con-
foss, however, that T made an inward vow agninst plarmigan
shooting again upon snow-covered mountains,
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No person whoe has not beem oub in o snow-storm on lofty
and exposed gmﬁml ean form an idea of il force, amd the difti-
culty thero is in ploughing through the drifts ind deep places ; 1
certainly had no eoneoptym of what it wos until that day. A
change of weather enme on during the night, and by noon the
next day all wos again beight and clear, and we reached home
with Tittle diffienlty, The wind anpd drift hind been much less

| severe near the house, and the tops of the trees were atill covered
with massea of snow, which the wind had not been powerful
enongh to dislodge,

In conclusion, I may say I have aimed neither at book-
making nor at giving a scientific deseripfion or arrangement of
birds and other animals, All I wish is that my rough and
irregularly put together notes may afford o few moments of
amusement to the old ; and to the young not amusement only,
but perhaps an incitement to them to ineresse their knowledge
' of matural history, the study of which in all its braneclws

renders iu.tcresliu;; and full of enjoyment many a ramble and
many an hour in the country which misht otherwise be passed
tedionsly and unprofitably. "We all know that there is searccly
& a foot of ground that is not tenanted by some living ecrenture,
which, though it may offer itself to our obeervation in the lowly
shape of an insect or even a minuie shell, is as perfect in all its

s [Icatures and parts, in its hobits and inskinets; and as demon-
strative of the surpassing wisdom and power and goodness of
the Creator, as the most gigantic quadruped which walks {he
earth,




NOTE TO JANUARY,

TRAF FOIL WOUDCURKE,
.

Jan, 31, —Under the tuition of an old man I used to eateh

anipes and woodeocks in a trap like this very successfully.

A. Rod like a mole trap stick. -
I, Short piece of stick.

U, Forked stick with one end prssed through the other.

B, Straight stick.

E. Bant stick,

F. Hair spare,

A, by pulling on B, presses it agninst the forked stick €, which in turn
15 prossed against the npright stick D, and this keeps it all in place.  But
om o binl .m-”-i!::;{ oft the forked stick O, the weight of the bird loozensits =
hald, and the long stick A flies up, catehing the vietim i the saare, which *

iz laiid flat on the forked stick C.
.
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Uystor-cafeher, bnbils of, 10 dive aml
swim well, 11§ bill of, 11, ;

Urpstercatcher and whimbeel, peenliarity
in fi

Oyater

&
et O minssel-gealpe, 260

pest Al t'ﬂ'lul" 1574 &
1-x~r of,
& awm
I e statfiad
w lamge specimen, 305

8
._| rj|_|1 & I'm?h, why so called, 155, mote.
13 r|.|t||.l‘|l o FI-OI't, 8l
feails separaie fron
ahits of, 45,

il haibits, 06, 7.

eaale, 215, ’
i fur mabe, 34 breeding
t|1|| o watber, Lol
71 ; pecullar colour of cye,

"Lh_'u. I.-y m-nl igeon, &

Iy hnn!.‘-r e
Y 142

E'1|||-.I| amd ba Brecdlng 9l
Wl Bwivel s wi wljnns

AT duanlin, 150,
Pyrrhide rubiitfe, 119, L]

Onall, preulian
i r

b1

alslait ealing sea-mweed, 15

Habbits destroy oaks pmd hollies, 2602 on
the bar, 1M § In o Bood, 185 large on
sandl hilks, 71 ; destmebiveness of 505

wevd, andd s 8 of tibor wesls de-

3 ding '|-'I uires, A5 ELs foud, s
'|-II'|'II T TTETRET J-|'l|l|| labiis, 47,
h oLl il ¥

In of, 115; gquarrel-

ear, apn, of, 045 ¢ pairsnit of,
it winl sliephonks’ pateh of eorn and
potat
[ ||=||i| lesaer, 100 1 medly, 101,
Tesl-aliank, ANz v I|I11I1. 11 nesbal, 125
TWATIS lullhll. Teirda of I:!Iu. nppranel r..f

'Ihﬁmn"' |.:u|-|'|
il ?lul'ul g, s, Il("‘t '1|:||l. '|n'l.l =, "I

1A
Rutriever 1||a.l W |I|l-4|-lll.'|' Blioo

Retrever, use of a lrst-rafe,
Rhicannich in Sutherianud, 1358,
Ring-dattecl, its habils, 2o,

Rimg-onzel, 1005,

rrllfﬂu ryhr, 190,

igeans, dhooting, 167 ; their babits,

Ilnl.'k -peat, 44, w
o, linldt of clasifg el aflwr, 1572,
Boobuek, activity r|.|:|i1-|:|||||1|:|"'|

y tame, &1 killed at
|-.|-.'-|.u|, lil
e

winter, 304,
]'tr_.u'lu '|_.|||1|L||.5.:. 61 ; their good nmd Taal
3: im HH.I I, I

Ruticilln phasicern,

Ealwa forar, destmetive to trout, 81,
Hnlmeom diminisiking in ||.||I||'I=-c'h4 Tikk,
'-q'luw'n anal flg- fishing, 154,
|

Berl-laills,
Banderling
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THE VERTERRATED

MAMMALLA.

8, T
lﬂ, m

‘-\H'IL]L Mare, Whito

s et

Hare, S
Cogeeotas Copra. Rocbock, 33, 04, 8900,

BIRDS.
L ORDER ACCIFITRES.

Agulle Pheganitat.  Golden Eagle, 04, 04
The Rev, George Gondon, fn his Fonnn of
Moy, (% zist, n O0E) refor to n
sl ikl Epchinen laving: been trapped
in 1348, on Lord Cawdor's moors in the |
l'-"ll‘\.'l.ll'h om the Findbom, M Gordon |
melils, “Cwhen nnest with young hasbeen
erL-l'hth.. & most barlarogs practice
5 In wome places ; opteill.  The poor
od, Ehacklesd, or
1y sroanad diifir-
arta of their Todies, 8o ng Lo make
- thean kewp ap & eonsiant sereaming,
The parents, tinking that this ariscs
®=  from the cravings of hianger, sease not
to bring in & -:|-;]1.. chictly of ETLED,

18, Blaz or Red Deer, :-G.I
.

IC INDEX
¥

ANIMALS DESCRIEED

OR ALLUDED TO.

R

family, aro daily carrled off Ly ih
inbhuman toruentor in
with an ense not expe
wsthier o
il 2

.'.
mbers, ol
cod by any

s ].:-.. 162, ole

Common Buezanl
1l ocenrme
was lirst nacertained by Mr. Foljinmbe,
whoae giamekesper bmyaped three speck-
mens in the kills letween Rotles anid
hlll:u. Rl "= Iev, G Qordon, 1. o

;rﬂ tll'.lﬂ-\.ﬂlfa‘lﬁ]‘lll Rough leggl- 'bqu_mnl
31

Pernls apivores.  Ton
Milvws regalia,  Kito,
Fi Il’fu jﬂ- JlJr‘. ung,.  I'eregrine faleon, 123,

¢ Buzzamnl, 251,

Merling 126, ete.
i, heatrel, 252
Rev. Mr Gondon pnls in o l.-.'.-'u;hl
against the ruthless peorscenbion of this
Lind in Momyshire, ns it feeils 4,h|.|_r|;
on mive nml fescetd.  Foolk L ik
Astur ;-ﬂi’ imbaring.  Goshnwlk
Aeeiplicr Nisws,  Hparrow-lsaw .
Circes cymiens,  Hen-hnrricr, _:i‘J
In Momyshire * in common with [ihe
peregrine faleon, buzzan, and kite, has
the name of plad applied o it L s
the male (hot Is tie groy gled.— Cor-
ilom, 1. e GOE.
Npclen miver.  Enowy owl, Hi
The Rev. Mr, Gondon refers Ilnmu:]l.trl'm:
been wonnded anil canght among Lhe
samidi of Culbin, suppased to hnve been
driven Ly a sovere gale [rom tho
nortleeast from the Sketland Tslamda,
Another was taken near Inpes Tl
abont 1340,
Niefale fanercn. Tongmaln’s owl, 264
J'Ie'-'m whwrimis,  Grent-enrol or cagle owl,

which 1sing uhllﬂ'-!ul by thse tnul"_n_.l

Eyrnivsm alnes,  Taw ||.:| awl, 114
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o valfgeris,  Long-eared owl, 20, LT Tpkt, 18
kel Blort-canesl ow ol rulunfie o T O ) LT
e, Larm ot white owl waler-ozel, 1

. Tl Wev, Mp N Y, 'l‘lu- Torha
Oiben PAkEira of Kellan on e Lossie 14 g invonrite

lanink of the puzel § il wis ol

erupa'ies,  Nightjnr or poat: thege by omi of the water T
hlﬂ wil whh tlw esmmon tn
Comman s, ¥ b off niul eating the sva
Chimuey swaliow, il (Sifmia Frufta), ey the Yur
sand-martin, 84 Lhe that the Dot ter was Dring and sl -
Moo gwnllow, D, linge ins apaws gu tha odda® or spasim.
Teolber, saisl 1o a heeny Engr prowed. 18 its Euown partéslity
Zoolagiat, i, Atk dlestroetion of the spawn of the
zalmon Lrile, thiz bind has probabily
Comman kinghisher, 08, wbinined no emvinlile in the fol-
Common Ty like il5e lowing anchent distich ;—
X "I_"“"_:'I stialger, 191, *The Gondon, the gulle, and the water-erw g |
reepee, et At tlen Uires warst 15 that 3 :
- Mr. Gordon. save, “aceam. | re i thros warst ills ikt Momy evel
3 : A,
panded Ty the go reatel wren and
the three small sjecbes of titmiee, tho Tihse breaded-erow Is sometines errong- b
creeper ks ot 1he maosf innetive memler ously substituted for the woalir-erow L
of 2 kively, stirfing, amusing, foraging | or olzel in theso lpes  The former, it A

I if bolicved, is a comparatively Iate hin-
art foriming macene 1 T des partation from the westem shores of
by the pen of o Aadubon,™ 1o, 511, Seotinnd, and in Moray hins o
Trogluiytes parculie.  Common wren, 132 ereasod in consequence of the ex)
it Phrogoifis, Bedge warbler, 148, slanitations of fir whieh affavd |
mlon alss records fhis bind as hie * guile” iz OF Atheamin sgeia,
= thronghont ihe whole niglits A weed which 1aust have been wery
destretive Ll:l corn-lields under (1w

olid #ystem of hnslandry » While 1he

:l.n:-t_l." fLTh SCUn BCOuUTing

i fGordon,” a8 well a8 the nold
Blackeap warbler, 156, Dighlaand elans 1w Sionld
Gardén warbler, fo * the bouny land of M

s, Willow wren, 131 It 13 aid that of oll * every
Chiff-ehnil take his prey." "—foolozist, 06,
frir Wood warbier, Tryidsa viscivorns  Missel throush, 23,
warblord are foand in the | pitrvin.  Flaldfare
-, aceording Lo Mr. Gordon's | —— wusicus,  Sing th
st on th thority of Mr. Foljambe N iliaews.  Medwing, 02,
Reguing erisiarios,  Golden-erestesl wien, | —— fergrahia - Ringaoneel, 110,
1il seraule  Blackbind, 105,

I | _"I:'.--'l'a'l;:ﬁ grissla,  Spolted fly-catelier, :

5 =l

I Ampelin peerntus,  Dolwminh Wax-wing or

I il Etoney 18, chntberer,” 050, .

Fieticitin phk par. Thdstael, 199 Engiuz excubitor.  Gropt oy slinike

Grant Lodze, mear Elging where it bred in Verr rare, montipnid o Mr, Genlow's

1 5, ms first sheorvol by Mr lialk. [
pthe novth of the Grampiana, | Plooy candade.  Magpbo, B L

Mr, Gordon, by consnlibng | Corina corne.  Naven, 464,
cand volume of Macgilliviay's Srugilegus, - Roel, 61,

Binds, 1o, 407, ay oo that this beanti- | e Gondon rofors o 1he rooks in Momgy .
Tul bind ccenrs nother parls of Seot- slifre répairing to e hills aml e
land besile Dumldies .‘\.I:ui Morayshie, for n s-[]pml. tie after the breeding i
Erythimcus vit ., Redhreast, 115, meanon, elther attenebed by 1w craws %
Aetertor mod fe. Hedge-sparmow; 115 | berry or Ly pome lnrvie, Own 1enking
Irrsa g Great titnsonse, 17, . their appeamnee in thess subalpine ”
ar.  Dlie tibimetase oT oxoye, & dlistricta. *
Cole thtimonzen, 16, | Corrics seonedila.  Jackdaw, 05 L]
g, Created tilmonaes, 20, | e e, CREFIOR DIOW,
gednted.  Lonz-talled titamise, 18 eormir.  Tomled crow, GE, 3
i Farrclli.  1Horl wagtail, 310, | They here perform mapny of the offiers-
Mibereifls snfpliren.  Gray wagtail, 911 nssigned i the wmlfure in' wnnner
Metacilia fern,  Geay-hended wagtadl, 312 elimnies, aml Linve been known o aly
Mutaeilia pompeateis, 311, tack - and partially devour n wonmpded
Anthus profesels,  Mesdow-pipit, 46. partridge the moment thal thoy saw it
L] ’ .
L]
. > L
s .
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-
fell to e gromwl, alter L earriid | OnoEn Qanrisy.
away mpon The wital abont o guante |ﬂ
a wdle fromy the place where I rose nna® Peedie eleeree, | Partrkl vl
sl al. -l'l.tn."l. i, Gonl [ Cnemen i oosapenla,  Qundl,
Pastor roslia.  Tloko colonred Ih'kh-r I|.-l:-. Elgin §s snpque®] fo Le the most nor-
i i1 ‘ therm locality visiieal by this wlalely
Hearline, 247, albifgel Bl
iz, Hawiinch, o, Telrap Telrir, Dhck grouse or black
Visllar, Hams, O2 £
Uhallbech, 117, hl sl Hd Rl grouse or moor
agillo,  Mountain floch or | fewl, 2
— wh,  Plarmdgan, 188, obd,
Goldgach, 115 =
ki, L1,
Mr, Gonlon s iy ="' There in & wel A1 S LH Ot STnerinaxrs,
eeFbined fnstanes of e =3skin laving
browght ouf i young at | iz farde,  The greal basiand
{ITET lI|I|.| 8 D, ea My The Bev, Mr, Gunlon gives twa instanees
e Gireenfineh, 117. ol Eliis Bl Iesy ing Leen shwt of talich
—— Comaton Hnnet, 115 in the districl,
LR R the whin Hgile™
—_— Losaer reclpsode, 1Y,
—_— Mealy redpole, 191, Ompen G raleas,
2 Mountain lonet, 112,
Py elamp . Housesparmow, 1431, Fanellng crisntns, Lapwing, 100
The Rev. Mr. Gordon gives an instance | Sqeafarcln belpefien,  Gray plover
of this bind seizinge amil tarming ol (Illrrllh ek pluvialia.  Goldden plover, e
the young of a chaflbseh 'n'lm'h bl | e marimellag,  Dolicel, 205,
Lauils in & pear tree trained on the front karfionlp. | Riogeld plover, 206,
of o house in Elgine  After alestroying | Iemalopry esfralequs.  Oyster-coicher 10,
the young the sparrow teased snd tore | 62, ele.
nup tha wesr. Ciuches Inferpres. Tamatone, 2491
—— wonfanics, Tree-sparrow, 143 Jdredva elperen,  Hovom, 65, 565, vle
Embrriza wiili Citnon banting, 81 | c—eraete?  Lillle Eeret §
Black-beatled or reed | Mr. Gondon gives two instances of 3 Binl
like this having been Aecn in the dis-
i Yelloow barnting, 21, trict, He adds ol the bones of a
yellow yarling ™ often geois 1he binl allisl o, bat not those of e
fcame of "®|he devil’s bird" and is eoiamien héran, hove bekn fonnd |_|; il
st Invariably per ‘-wu.ui by ehil- cave al Hopeman Quarry.
v, M (-l:-n'lvun Lo Bottirne siellaria,  Cotuwimain Ditlern, 500
uiealis, Enow hanting, 280 | Nesenins prquote.  Comuon curlow, 22
rremais,  Ekvlark, 45 — plieopis.  Whlmbeel, 23
Pyrekule ruli it Inllineh, 119, Iimoan {.'l'rw‘,.nkrrfw. Black-tailsl pod-wit,
Loz curvirpslm Crossbifl; 124, eba 210
Tolanws celidrlz.  Red-shank, 12
- g{.lg_-;»-'fi#. IETN:’:-.-IU:I“‘-;\ 7, &
X e [ Trimgridles)  hypoicucos BT on
ORDER SCAXSORES, samd piper, 4,
L Philommckns prgner, Tl 241
FPicwa mejor,  Great spited wood-peekor, Aomire visitor,
™ met witly, acconling to Mr. Gordon, in | Trikge creaufus. - Knob, 228,
bl wieds of Castle Grant. warifing  Purple sandpiper, 25
Creulug canarpy,  Comnmen cuckon, 152 ——— alpina,  Purra ar dunling 154,
pisdita for mimudo),  Lilthe sting, 24
srelarpgivole,  Pigmy curlew, or ewt-

OEnen CoLrune

Cedumba Pulumbnne

Ringdove, 1, ele.

Mr, Gopbon A an Instanes of o less
I:ill'tul.lwu[!. vight onliary sioel acorms
having l=sn aken feomn Use stomach
of one Wnd killed ai Cawilor,

e Lirie, - Bocklove, 162, éte,
Trrter o8 Turlur midilse, T||.rt1|.--'
‘ dave, 108,
Mentioned by Mre. Sr Jobn as an seca- |
abonal visitor®

ﬁ‘.

“u

lew sapdpiper, 228
Calideis aremeria.  Sanderling, 171
freflipmgn medire.  Coamnon ?-Il-llll"' FLA
paltinuta,  Jack
Sonopar rusiola.  Wool
Prilaroprs hyperborces,

larogw, 156
Rallus agueiicng,
Cordyapina e Cice,

11, #te,
Porzana.  Spotbel crake, 218,
| Galtinula ehlpropua. Water-lan, 65,
Fultrn adree,  Coot, T4,

.
L0, ote,
Bt neckid i

Water mil, 12
Lanad-mil vr com embke,
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Nrrmiole lepcopefs.  emicle goose, 53
e [Trnfat,  Went goose, 434,
Anser frus,  Grey-ding giose, 43 190, ele,
aegehu. Deny gons
e brichyrhymchus.  Pink
1
— frgthregrae.
10l Ui
The Rev, Me Gordon remarks fw ** The
Foalogisl,™ 1 b, ihat Bocks of vordous
species of geeso are sben, Bear (T
b slort imteevals, in the spring of
every vear,  Theso arg * ||',i.'|-||II! aloiost
Invariahly ina nortle-westerly diveotion,
prabably ta their bresding-plices in
the morthern shoves of Amerlea,  Die-
stinel will tell them of & coming siorm
ity tlen Northern Qeean, anad mako {hem
halt for a littke until i pass over
Henee an observation long s muda
In this part of Beotlawd, that it the
geree A% b0 the Wil the wentlor '
welll aplll that is, get fonl ; bt il 1|au'ir
;.;kn' bo the sea, *fHac aveather 0 weill
e

Ll gonse,

White-fromied goose,

Cagans ornz. Hoopor or wibil swan, 71
winor for Dewickii)l — Bewick's
AWLT, T

Tadorae valpansir.  Sheldmbo, 73,

AMareex ]..f:mru]a' Willgeon, b, ete.

Dol el Din-tail Dock, UG,

Auns Boschez,  Wild Dack,; 7, ¢lc

Quengitedulis erveen,  ‘Teal, 15, 130, vlo,

Hptule efgpeat.  Bhoveller, 145

Tafted dock, 220,

fle,  Heanp ducl, 67,

Xiproea firin Pochand, 31,

Clepaula glaneh Ell!lh‘!l.—l!}'l!. o7, bte

Hatrelidie sbaci Lomg tailed ek, 9

Enmateri Yisgiaen, Eider du i

Cafemia frescr,  Velvet seoter,

— g fgwr.  Comainon seolor, 500

Mergus wmerganser (o7 pasfor).  Goosander,
20

srrafer,  Red breasted menganser,

238
Murrgellus albellus,  Bmew, 175,
A rare visitor,
Colymbas plecinlls. Great northern diver,
i3
— retiens.  Dlack-throated diver, 200,
—— pepfendricantiz.  Ileddhroated diver;

-1 »
Podieeps cornnties.  Selavonlan grebe, 175
—— minar,  Little grebe, Ti,

Aleo torda, Mazor-bill, 202,

-
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Frstereala aredi Fuilim, 2
0 At Foabish Gin
A Y Tilnasd
(RN TR
e P, Illack Ganabeinot, =50
Awtin Edttke Aul, 4

i, oty Bianny peingh
O I'r-'-'|--|-|.'I|I'I3.I|I i thee Mury Finth,
niwl sometines during a sovers slodm
ik n sliore “—Hew, G, am,
1 o Bl
Sleveoparing pancaitions,
Vbl gull, gk
Lerss seurimea  Greal Wask-backed gull,

Aretie skua or

i
—— frgenes.  Losser black-backad gull,
a
— mrgribabus,  Herring gull; 52,
eetiviey, oo gull, 105

e el ihgtmele,  IHaek-hended gall, 255,

minwtug Ltk gull, 112

Bizza triledyle, Kitliwako ;;I'I'II, 10,

Stermh parpadiea,  Rosonte tem, 1o,
iritade.  Comamon Lern, 104,

wmirereard,  Arctic lerm, 105,

e THETETH R IFLETTU o P V1 R

Suln Dassanee,  Gnonel or Bolan goosn, f"fl.
[?:';lflriilt{o[ Pelecaars) Carbo,  Cormnninl

i

——— Linwwl, Shng, 2

FISNES,

Trigla {spoeies).  Gumet or Guroand, 175
Trichisria fephiries. Baw-lish, deal-llsh, 231,
].w:hi.f.f:r]sm{udu. Anglor or sen-devil, 21
Fear Lecing. Pike, 81.

Salsn Satne, Common Sifmon, 153, ele

Grab=e on fiesL return Teodn sen, 163
Teuttie, Hen ipont or Fionock, 163,
— Firrin,  Comimen tront, 35
Feror,  Gread Lnke toont, &1,

Clivpet Horewgue.  Common Herring, 1546,

15,
Morrfvmg Callariaz. Col, 176,
wgledung,  Haddock, 184
Platcssn Filkwe,  Flmador, 173, 268
Anguille (speciea),  Eel, .FT o,
Amndytes Tolivans,® Sand-eef, 30,
Lamipetre feviafil®  Lampern or River
Lalaproy, T4

REPTILES.

Dean femparario.  Frog, 200,
Bwfa eolgoris,  Toml, 83

.
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|
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