Chakawa : Anogeissus acuminata (Roxb. ex DC.) Wall. ex Guill. & Perr. Combretaceae

Anogeissus acuminata, belonging to the family Combretaceae, is locally known as
“Chakawa" in Bengali or “Button plant” in English, distributed in India to South-east Asia. In
Odisha, wood of this tree is used to craft the wheel of the chariot of Lord Jagannatha for the annual
Ratha Yatra festival and the commercial timber is known as “Yon’. This tree is also very well known
in Indian folk-medicine for its ethnomedicinal properties. For ages the bark and leaves of this tree
are utilized in treating the various ailments, like menstrual pain, rheumatoid arthritis, tuberculosis,
and various skin disorders. Its twigs are used as natural toothbrushes due to their antimicrobial
properties. These trees were an important part of the forest flora as these trees had a great role in
preventing soil erosion, aiding in soil fertility, and providing forest animals with food and

shelter. That is why these trees were considered very important to sustain the forest life.
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