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CACATUA GALERITA, Vieill.
Crested Cockatoo.

The Crested Cockatoo, White's Journ., pl. in p. 237.

Psittacus galeritus, Lath. Ind. Orn., vol. i. p. 109 ; and Gen. Syn. Supp.. vel. ii. p. 92, —Kuohl, Consp. Psitt. 1
Ly i e \ , Consp. Psitt.

(ireal Sulphur-crested Cockaton, Shaw, Gen. Zool,, vol. viii. p. 479,

('rested Cockatoo, Lath. Gen. Iist., vol. 1, p. 205.

Cacatua galerita, Vieill, 2nde Edit. du Nouv. Diect. d’Hist. Nat., tom. xvii. p. 11 ; and Eney. Méth. Orn., Part 111
p. 1414.—Wagl. Mon. Psitt. in Abhand., p. 692, : I

Pf!;r‘!'r.-f::jr.lfm:.' 1|'||h"fllll'".l"r.|r|'-'.‘.‘. Vie, and Horsf, in Linn. Trans,, vol. xv. p. 268.— Vig, in Lear's HI. Psitt, pl 3.—Steph.
Cont. of Shaw’s Gen. Zool., vol. xiv. p. 108,

Cacatua chrysolophis, Less. Traité d'Orn,, p. 182,

{ar’ mway and Cliervianig, Aborizines of New South Wales.

Wangarape, Papnans of New Guinea,

I we regard the White Cockatoo of Van Diemen’s Land, that of the continent of Australia, and that of
New Cuinea as mere varieties of cach other, this x]u-riu--\ hias a more extensive range than most other
birds. It is an inhabitant of all the Aunstralian colonies, both on the southern and northern coasts, but
Lias not yot bheen observed on the western.

On a close examination of specimens from the three countries above mentioned, a decided difference is
abservable in the structure of the bill. but of too trivial a character, 1n my opinion, to warrant their bemng
considered as distinet 3 i fact. it would scem to he merely a modification of the organ for the peculiar
kind of food aforded by the 1'L'-]:|L‘L'1'!'n.':~ countries.  The Van Diemen's Land bird is the largest in every
respect, and has the bill, |'.:L1'Ei:'|t];1l"|_‘l.' the upper mandible, less abruptly curved. exhibiting a tendency to the
form of that organ in the genus Liemetis : the Lill of the New Guinea bird is much rounder, and is, in fact,
fitted to perform a totally dillerent office from that of the White Cockatoo of Van Diemen's Land, which
I have ascertained, by dissection, subsists prineipally on the small bulbs of the terrestrial  Orchidueee,
for in'urm'iu.y; which its lengthened upper mandible is admirably adapted ; while it is more than probable
that no food of this kind is to be obtained by the New Guinea bird, the structure of whose bill 1n-
dicates that hard seeds, nuts, &e. constitute the prhu'i;nﬂ part of its diet. The crops and stomachs
of those killed in Van Diemen’s Land were very muscular, and contained seeds. erain, native bread (i
a.li['[‘lli'.u of fungns), <mall tuberous and bulbous roots, and, 1 most instances, large stones.

As may be readily imagined, this bird is not upon favourable terms with ilie arriculturist, upon W hose
felds of newly-sown grain and 1‘ii|1'1|iuu‘ maize 1t commits the oreatest devastation 3 1t is rnnwu{uu-nrl_-.
hunted and shot down wherever it is found, a cireumstance which tends much to lessen its numbers ;
it is still, however, very numerous, moving about in flocks varying from a hundred to a thousand in mumber,
and evinces a decided '|ii't-|'t-1‘t-|1a'1~ to the open |rl;|'m-. and eleared lands, rather than to the dense hrushes
near the coast. Fxcept when feeding, or 1'v|m-i1|-_'; on the trees after a repast, the presence of a flock,
if not seen, I8 certain to be indicated by their horrid sereaming notes, the discordance of which may
be slichtly conceived by those who have heard the 1u-vu'|'i:n‘l} loud, iﬁl-ruing. erating scream of the bird
in :';11111';'1‘1}1 always remembering the Hnmense inerease of :]'.Iv din LI{'{".I'-iﬂ]-I[‘H] by t11u- large number of
hirds emitting their disagreeable notes al the same moment 3 still I ever considered this annoyance amply
['ml'llu'll-\llli'll for by their :-'}11'1::;1“!_'"' actions and the life their snowy forms imparted to the dense and never-

varving ereen of the Australian forest; a feeling ir:u‘m'l]mu-:l in by Sir Thomas Mitchell, who says that
« qmidst the umbrageous foliage, forming dense MAsses of shade, the white Cockatoos sported like spirits

of heht.”

The situations “hosen by this Frd for the purpose of nidification vary with the nature of the locality 1t

tihabits the eoos are nsualiy :10!111-:1T:~4! i the holes of trees, but they :m.' 'r11.‘:~1.1 !Ilili_‘i'il il-l fissures in the
cocks wherever they may present & convenient site: the crevices of the ‘-‘nhﬂlt' l'!1|].‘-llilll‘fh‘l'll1*_"' the :"'-Ittrril},
‘n South Australia, are annually resorted to for this purpose by thousands of 1]5!1.-.I bird, and are said to be
ru:n]nh-lu-lt honeveombed by them. The eggs are two in number, of a pure white, rather iumun::l at the
; ; | seven lines long by one inch two and a half lines broad.

maller end, one ineh an At oy RS
: clonrated ||:_'['11rtT:t1 crest. which 1s deep .-l.:!phu]—:.r:'lu'-'-.

A1l the plumage white, with the exception of the : : :
; centre of the under <urface of the wing, and the basal portion of the inner webs of the

and the car-coverts, s ) e e 2
ilfeather which are pale sulphur-) ellow : irides and Lill black ; orbits white ; feet _ﬂ‘f'l‘h brown.
tail-feathers, are . )

The figures are <omewhat «naller than the natural size.







T ACATUA LEADBEATERI, wagtl
Leadbeater’s Cockatoo.

I-r||r-||fl'|rl'r|rlrl||.llill'.ll'.-" Leadheatere, Vi, in Proc. ol Comm, of Seci. antd Corr. of Zool. Soc., Part I p GL: Lear's Il Psitt.

pl. & and in Phil, Mag. 1831, p. 30 Gould in Syn. of Birds of Australia, Part IV.—Miteh. Au-
Aralian Expeditions, vol. il p. 47.

Cracatua Leadbeateri, Wazl, Mon. Psitt. in Abhand., p. 692,

Jak-kul-yak-kul, \horieines of the mountain distriets of Western Australin

Pink Cockatoo, Colomsts of Swan River.

Tris beantiful species of Cockatoo enjoys a wide range over the sonthern portions of the Australian conti-
pent @ it never ;'.Llln'n;u-hiw' very near the sea, hut evinees a decided ]rt'rl:l'rrm-v for the belts of lofty gums
and serubs clothing the sides of the rivers of the interior of the country: it annually visits the Toodvay
district of Western Australia ; and, as | ascertained, it annuoally breeds at Gawler 1 South Australia.  On
reading the works of Sturt and Mitchell, T find that both those travellers met with it in the course of their
explorations, 1.:1:'['|L-ul;n'l:-.' on the banks of the rivers Darling and Murray 3 in fact. most of the interior
districts between New South Wales and Adelaide are inhabited by it : future cesearch alone will determine
the extent of its range to the northward ; as yet no specimen has been received either from the north or
north-west coasts.

[t must be admitted that this .H‘]I:H.'f_'iL'H is at once the most beautiful and elegant of the genus yet tlis-
covered, and 1t will {‘nilht‘ii!l{']ﬂl}' ever be most highly ]II'.l'.-f.t'll' for the eawe and the aviary 3 two examples,
now in the 1:”*-!-»1’.‘.*»*-1““ of the Earl of Derby, appear to bear confinement equally as well as any of their
congeners 3 1n their t!i.-pnahinm they are not so .~|||‘ighl'|}' and animated, but at the same time they are muech
less noisy, a cirenmstance which tends to enhance rather than decrease onr p;u'ri.",]'sr}' for them.

Few birds tend more to enliven the monotonous hues of the Australian forests than this heautiful species,
whose p'l1|Ig-1::_r1:um~=1 wings and glowing crest,” says Sir T. Mitchell, * might have embellished the air of
a more voluptuous recion.”

[ts note 1s more Inl:ﬁmh':r than that of C. _.;*'r:r".r*rf.lf.rf. and does not p;u'lnlw of the harsh grating sountd pecu-
liar to that species.

General plumage white : forehead, front and sides of the neck, centre of the under surface of the wine,
middle of the abdomen, and the basal '|un'tim| of the inner webs of the tail-feathers tined with rose-colour,
hecoming of a rich calmon-colour under the w ing : feathers of the oceipital erest crimson at the base, with
a vellow spot in the centre and white at the tip 3 bill light horn-colour ; feet dark brown.

.'i'lu- sexes are nearly L'lillili in size; but the female has the vellow spots i the centre of the crest more
ispiCHous and better defined than her mate, whose crest, although larger, is not so diversified in colour as

ol
ihat of his mate ; on e other hand, the salmon tint of the under surtace 15 much more intense in the male

z R
than m the lemale.

The Plate represents the two sexes abont the natural size.







CACATUA SANGUINEA, Gowd

Blood-stained Cockatoo.

{facatua sangiined, Gould in Proc. of 7ool. Soc., Part X, p. 138,

Tue circumstance of this species never having been chardcterized nntil 1 deseribed it in the Proceedings
of the Zoological Society,” above Lluntvd, may doubtless he attributed to its beine solely an inhabitant of
thie north and north-wes! coasts of Australia, portions of the country where fow collections have heen
formed.  With tie exception of a specimen brought home by Captain Chambers, R.N., and another in the
colleetion of Mr. Bankier, my own specimens are all that I have ever seen i the whole of these were collected
2t Port Essington.

The Blood-stained Cockatoo inhabits swamps and wet grassy meadows, and is often to be seen in company
with 1is near ally the Cacafua gulerita, but 1 am informed it is even more shy and diffienlt of :11:]u'n:-.+-'|1
than that bird. 1t is doubtless attracted to the swampy districts by the varions species of Orchidaceous
plants that erow in such localities, upon the roots of which at some scasols it mainly subsists.

But little difference occurs cither in the size or the colouring of the sexes, and 1 have young birds, » hich,
Although a third less in size, closely assimilate in every respect to the adult, so much so that an examination
of the bill, which durine immaturity is soft and yielding to ilie touch, is necessary 1o distinguish them.

1 have never yet ohserved this species in colleetions from New Guinea ; but I think it more than likely
that its range may extend to that toland, the fanna of which is at present =0 impul'il'rt!}' known to us.

All the plumage white: base of the foathers of the loves and sides of the face stained with patches of

blood-red ; base of the inner webs of the pr'ntr.u'it“-, secondaries and tail-feathers fine ~n]]+1|.11|'-}u_-l|1;1'-' . nll

vellowish white 3 feet mealy brown.

The ficures are those of a male and a female about the natural size.




YACATUA EOS.
RRose-breasted Cockatoo.

Psittacus Fos, Kuhl, Nova Acta, tom. x. p. 8#8.—Temm. Pl Col., 81
. . 81,

Cacatua rosea. Yieill, Gal. des Ois., tom. ii. p. 5. pl. 25.—1Ib. Ency. Méth. Orn., Part iii. p. 1414.—Less. Traité
d'Orn., p. 183, g
Plyctoloplus Ilos, Vie, and Horsf. in Linn. Trans., vol. xv. p. 26Y.
Rose-coloured Cockatoo, Lath, Gen, Hist,, vol. il. p. 207.

Caealin J‘ﬂ.gr.n:n'r.lfa.'-flrﬂ, Wael. Mon. Psitt, in Abhand., pp. 504, 631.
— — Fos. Less, Man, 4'Om., tom. ii. p. 143.

The Rose Cockatoa, Sturt’s Travels in Australia, vol. ii. pl. in p. 74

Tiis beautiful Cockatoo is abundantly dispersed over a great part of the interior of Australias both Oxley
and Sturt speak of 1t as inhabiting the country to the north-west of the Blue Mountain range of hills ; in fili‘l‘.
fow travellers have visited the interior withou having had their attention attracted by its appearance 3 and 1
caw it in oreat numbers ou the plains bordering the river Namot, particularly under the Nundewar range of
Qi Thomas Mitehell 3 1 possess specimens also from the north coast, procured by the Officers of the Beagle.
A dilference however, which may herealter prove to he .H]u':-'ttir.', exists between the birds from New South
Wales and those of the north coast. Those from the latter locality are the lareest in size, and have the bare
skin round the eye more extended ; the rosy colour of the breast and the grey colouring of the back are
darker than in the specimens [ killed on the Namoi.

The Rose-breasted Cockatoo pOSSESSES considerable power of wing, and like the house-pigeon of this
country, frequently passes i flocks over the plains with a long sweeping fliwcht, the group at one minute
llihlaln}'im: their beautiful silvery grey backs to the gaze of the spectator, and at the next by a simultaneous
chanee of 1:u%_~11imu bringing their rich rosy breasts o view, the effect of which is so beautiful to behold,
that it is a source of regret to me that my readers cannot participate in the pleasure I have derived from
the siecht. 1 was informed by the natives of the Namoi that the bird had so recently arrived in the district,
that until within the last two years it had never been seen; they H=1|1pcr-ut| it to have migrated from the
north or interior of the country. During the years 1830 and 1840 it bred in considerable pnumbers in the
boles of the large Eucalypti skirting the Nundewar range before alluded to, and aflorded an abundant
supply of young ones for the draymen and stock-keepers to transport to Sydney, where they are sold for a
considerable sum to be shipped to England ; and as they are very hardy, and bear cold and confinement
extremely well, and are perfectly contented in a cage, we have, perhaps, more of them living in England at
the present time than of any other species of the zenus. I have seen ‘t as tame in Australia as the ordi-
nary denizens of the farm-vard, enjoying perfect liberty, and coming round the door to receive food 1n
L'm:.qmn:.' with the pigeons .Tm:l poultry, amongst which it mingled on terms of iulhnnt&r t’rivn{i:&hi_}n.

In a letter received from my friend Captain Sturt, he says, *“The Rose-breasted Cockatoo 1s a bird of
the low country entirely and limited in the extent of its habitat, never being found in any great number on
the banks of 11111.- 1);11']1112" or rising higher than 60O feet above the level of the sea. It feeds on Salsole, ani

oceupies those vast plains which lie immediately to the westward of the Blue Mountains. It has a peculiar
. b . | ; -1 1 Y] T L
flight, and the whole flock turning together show the rose-colour of the under surface with pretty effect.

' ¢ elis bird from any part of Swi . o eolonv. neither did I observe it
[ have not yet seen Specimeis of this bird from any part of the Swan River colony,

in any part of South Australia that 1 visited ; the eastern and northern portions of Australia are evidently

those most l}'vqnl{'utrd by 1. ‘ L i
The ecegs which are white, are wenerally three in number, about an inch and a half long by an inch and
= . = ‘

an ciehth broad. _ ] . l e

1 i F r L o I " i : o v ir 3 BT e

The voung first are covered with long, fine downy feathers, which at an early age giveé p ace o

colours which clharacterize the |1'||1|u:m't' of the adult. i ,
dividuals differ considerably in the depth

The sexes do not differ m colonring and scarcely mn size, but
. d in the extent of the bare space

- 5 P 3 . 21 . Y f ers a1
of the tint ol the under surface, somt heing much deeper ihan others, :

round the eve. , , : ‘ , o

. ' face + deepe r yrown at the extremity
Crown of the hiead 1:;11-- rosv white; all the upper surface grey, deepening into £ 3
and tail, and becoming nearly white on the rump and upper -
eves and the under carface of the shoulder rich deep rosy red; thighs

bill white; feet mealy dark

' tail-coverts ; sides of the neck,
of the wings
all the ander surface from below the

rich deep rosy red 3 orbits brick-red ;

and under tail-coverts £rey s irides

hrown.
The figures are of the patural s1ze.




(A0
Mol girana et



LICMETIS NASICUS.
Long=billed Cockatoo.

Psittacus nasicus, Temm, in Linn. Trans., vol. xiii. p. 115.—1h. Pl. Col , 331.

.f.rJ.lJ:Jr-.lm.l.'a'af (ockatoo, Lath. Gen, ITist., vol. 1L I 205.

Licmetis tenuivostris, Wagl. Mon. Psitt. in Abhand., vol. i. pp. 505 and 695.—G. R. Gray, List of Gen. of Birds
ond edit. p. 69, . %

Psittacus tenuirostris, Kuhl in Nov. Acta, tom. x. p. 88.

Cacatua nasica, Less. Traité¢ d'Orn., p. 1583,

J’e’yr!uh:;n.ﬂrax tenuirostiis, Steph. Cont. of Shaw's Gen. Zool,, vol. xiv. p. 108.

The Red-vented Cockatoo, Brown’s I, p. 10. pl. b.

As 1 regard the Lone-hilled White Cockatoos from Western Australia and New South Wales as distinet, the
habitat of the present species, $0 far as is yet known, '« confined to the districts of Port Philip and South
Australia, where it inhabits the interior rather than the 1|Eig!1i:0111-]1u{:r1 of the coast. Like the common
Cacatun galerita, it assembles in large flocks and spends much of its time on the around, where it grubs up
ihe roots of Orchids and other bulbous plants upon which it ‘mainly subsists, and hence the necessity for its
singularly-formed bill. It not unfrequently makes inroads to the newly-sown fields of corn, where it is the
most destructive bird imaginable. It passes over the ground 1n a succession of hops, much more uickly
than the Cacatua galerita its powers of flight also exceed those of that bird, not perhaps in duration, but
in the rapidity with which it passes through the air. I noticed this particularly when a flock passed me in
the interior of South Australia. I have seen many ndividuals of this species in captivity, both in New
South Wales and in this country; and although they appear to bear confinement equally as well as the
other members of the family, they seemed more dull and morose, and of a very irritable temper.

The eggs, which are white, two in number, and about the size of those of the Cacatua salerita, are usually
d{*lmsitml on a layer of rotten wood at the bottom of holes in the larger gum-trees.

The sexes are alike in colour and size.

The general plumage white, washed with pale brimstone-yellow on the under surface of the wing, and
with 1:1'i.u'|1t brimstone-yellow on the under surface of the tail ; line across the forehead and lores scarlet ;
the fl.‘llll-lt'l'ri- of the head, neck and breast arc also scarlet at the base, showing through the white, particu-
larly on the breast; irides light brown; bill white ; naked skin round the eyve areenish blue ; legs and feet
dull olive-grey.

The two fgures in the .'u'cmnlmn}'iw__g Plate are rather less than the natural size.







NESTOR PRODUCTUS, Gowa.
Phillip Island Parrot.

Wilson's Parrakeet, Lath, Gen. Hist., vol. ii. p. 170.2

Long-billed Parrakeet, Ib., p. 1712

Blyclolopiss productus, Gould in Proc. of Zool. Soc., Part 1V, 1836, p. 19.
Nestor productus, Gould, Syn. of the Birds of Australia, Part L.

I ave considerable pleasure being enabled to add @ cecond and so beautiful a species as the present to

the genus Nestor of Wagler.  Like its near ally, the V. lypopolins, W hich. so far as is yet known, is iy
found n New Zealand, the N productis hias i very limited habitat, the entire race, :1;1 am credibly i|;-
formed, beng confined to Phillip leland, whose whole circumference 1s not more than five miles in I.'H:1I'I]1 :
%0 _~'-l|'1:‘1|:~' in fact is it confined to ths isolated spot, that many persons who have resided m Norfolk Tshand
for years, have assured me s ocenrrence there 1o pever known, althongh the distance from one island to
the other 1s not more than three or four miles. [ regret to state, that, in consequence of the settlement
of Norfolk Island, ihe native haunts of this fine bird have been so intruded upon, and such a war of ex-
termination been carried on against it that if such be not the case already, the time is not far distant
when the .nlnw':.{w will be c-nmplrlri}' t'\lh'lmh'ii, and, like the Dodo, its skin and bones become the only
mementos of 1ts existence., \

Hiad 1 been able to visit Norfolk and Phillip [slands, 1 should certainly have matle every inquiry into the
native habits and economy of this very singular form among the Parrots, the nature of its food, mode of
procuring t &c.: and 1 would now urgc the neeessity of these s vestigations upon those w ho may he
favourably situated for making them. Like all the other members of the extensive family of Psittacida, 1
hears captivity remarkably well, readily hecoming contented, chieerful, and an AMUSing companion. During
my stay af Svdney, I had an nmnn'hmh}' of seeing a living example in the pnu'vrm'nm of Major Anderson,
and was much shterested with mauy of its actions, which were 50 different from those of every other member
of its family, that [ felt convinced they were equally different and curious i a state of nature. This bird
was not confined to a cage, Lt qwl'mittv:'l to range over the house, along the Aaors of which it ]|.|=-wl_ not
with the awloward waddling eait of a Parrot, but in a succession of leaps, |.11'1-v'tw1}' after the manner of the
Corvide.  Mrs. Anderson, to whom [ am indebted for ihe little T could learn respeeting it informed me that
it is found among the rocks and upon ihe loftiest trees of the ‘Jand, that it is so tame as 10 be readily taken
alive with a noose, and that it feeds npon ihe hlossoms of ihie whiteswood tree, or white Hiluscus, sueking
ihe honev of the flowers: the mention of this latfer circumstance induced me to exiunine the tongue of the
bird, which prn-wn.h*d a very pm'uiim' ctructure, not, like that of the truc 5113111':\-!1-1'r1i||:' Parrakeets (the
Trichoglossi), furmished with # hrush-like termination, but with a narrow horny scoop on the under side,
whh*h,. toeether with the extremity of the tongue, rosembled the end of a finger with the nail beneath -
stead of above: this ]im'uiiurh}' i the structure of the organ is donbtless sndicative of a :‘4:|'|‘L'-~5|:|1|1l'|uu
tv in the nature of the food upon W hich the bird subsists. I may mention that Sir 1. P. Millbank,

pn'uh:n-l -
«sion evinced a strong pm'tm'lu}' to the

Bart., informed me that a living example of this species in his posse
loaves of the commaon lettuce and other soft vewetables, and that it was also very fond of the juice of frits,
of cream and butter. |

Mrs. Anderson told me that it lays four eews in the hollow part of a tree, but bevond this [ was unable

{0 ascertaimn anvthing I't'?-l]!_'{'ﬁl'l‘_‘,' its nidifheation.

2, qmwhiu:{, inharmonions noise, sometimes resembling the barking of a dog.

lts volce is a hoar a dog
1 have examined that the sexes searcely differ from cach

1t would appear from the numerous :-'»11L'l.‘i:'lll.‘|l.-‘- . 1
other in colour ; the young, on the contrary, have but little of the rich vellow and red markimngs ol the
breast, that part heing olive-brown like the back.

Jour of the upper surface brown : head and back of the neck tinged with grey, the feathers

The weneral o :
rump. belly, and under tail-coverts deep

of these parts as well as of the hack margined with a deeper tint;

r 1 1 . ] "-'1""-"lu'
L'h'-'l'lk* throat, and chest vellow, the tormer |.|I1'_':i_'t1 with redd s chonlders on their mner surface _a.! 0

i . |
o vellow and brown ; the mner ehs

. -
y rufois olive : tail-feathers handed at the hase with orange :
dark brown: bill

tinged witl o]
and beneath, with dusky red and brown s irides very

of the qum-t‘r.‘-.l.hl'|'- at the base
Lin round the eye, and feet dark olive-hrown.

hrown i nostrils, bare s b i |
il a nearly adult bird, exhibiting fraces of the mmma

ture plumage on the
Our Plate represents an old a i :

chest, of the patural size.







CALYPTORHYNCHUS BANKSII.
Banksian Cockatoo.

g o ; ;
Psittacus Banksii, Lath. Ind, Orn., vol. i. p. 107.—1b. Gen. Syn., p. 63. p. 109 —Parkinzon’s Voy., p. 144.—Cook’
Voy., vol. ii. p. 18.—Shaw, Gen. i, Gen. ol e
¥ . ii. p. 18,—Shaw, Gen. Zool., vol. viil. p. 476.—Lath. Ge ist., vol. ii 7
. p. 476 ith. Gen. Hist., vol. ii. p. 199. pl. 27 (fe-
Psittacus magnificus, Shaw, Nat Mise,, pl. 50,
Calyptorhynchus Banksii, Vig. and Horsf. in Linn, Trans,, vol. xv. p. 271

; stellatus, Warl, Mon. Psitt. in Abhand., tom. i. p. 683, pl.ﬂ?{’n very young hird).—Selby in Nat
Lili. Orn., vol. vi. Parrots, e P K . : ps

I nave ulmnjl:m! reasons for stating that every ||.r:rl'm|| of’ Australia yet visited by Enropeans 1s inhabited by
members 1.11 11|_L- senus Calyptorkynehus, and that at least six species are now known, each of which has il:a
m.\'u p:'ruh;n‘ linnts, in-rmrul which it seldom or never passes. The present ‘-!H'['.ll:‘.‘\, which is one of those
with which we first became :1m|1|;1in1w|, and to which, as will be seen above, several specific il]ll}L‘”iH.iU]IH
have been given, 1s a native of New South Wales, out of which colony I have never known it to occur, its
range appearing to be limited by Moreton Bay on the cast and Port Philip on the south. It is not unfre-
quently seen in the immediate neighbourhood of Sydney and other large towns, and it alike frequents the
hrushes and the more open wooded parts of the colony, where it feeds on the seeds of the Banksie and
Cuswarine, changing its diet however, as occasion may ofler, to caterpillars, particularly those that infest
the wattles and other low trees.  The facility with which it procures these large grubs is no less remarkable
than the structure of the bird’s bill, which 15 E_l[]lllil'ElIJl:f adapted for scooping  out the wood of both the
larger and smaller branches, and by this means obtaining possession of the hidden treasure.

The Banksian Cockatoo is a suspicious and shy bird, and it requires a considerable degree of caution to
:||1E1t‘n:u:'|| it within gun-shot ; there are times however, p:u‘l]cu!url}' when it is feeding, when this may he
more readily .'1{'1"um]ll'15'|u~r1. [t never assembles in large flocks like the White Cockatoo, but moves about
cither in pairs or in small companies of from four to eight in number. Tts flight is heavy, and the wings
are moved with a E'Iﬂinlpin::. laboured motion; it seldom mounts high in the air, for although its flieht 15
somewhat prmrnctml, and journeys of several miles are ]nrt'!'uruw{l, it rarely rises higher than is sufficient
to surmount the tops of the lofty Fucalyptt, a iribe of trees it often frequents, and in the larger kinds of
which it alinost invariably hreeds, lh-pn:;iring its two or three white eggs i1 some inaccessible hole, spout
or dead limb, the only nest being the rotten wood at the bottom, or the chips made by the bird in forming
an excavation.

The female and young birds of both sexes differ very considerably from the old male in the marking of
their plumage, and hence has arisen no end of confusion and the various names assigned to this bird ; the

above list of synonyms has been worked ont with considerable care, and will 1 believe be found correct.

foelings of great pleasure that 1 find that the term Banksii, having the priority, the name of
Banks, will ever be retained as the distinctive .'1|Jpvﬂ.1tiun of this noble and ornamental bird
specting its habits and economy as I have

It is with
the illustrious
and T would that 1t were in my power to write as many pages re
lines : but this task must devolve upon some future historian of the product

ihe hirhest interest, and who will doubtless find occupation in investigating the minute details of that

jons of a country teeming with

respecting which I am only able to give a general outhne.

The male has the entire plumage alossy ;.{l'tmki\!l. black, with
ilie external web of the onter feather on each side ;

4 broad band of rich deep vermilion across

the middle of all but e two central tail-feathers, and
bill in young specimens areyish white, in old specimens black.

lossy ereenish black, each feather of the head, sides of the neck
or irregular bars of pale yellow, becoming

feet mealy hrown :
The female has the ceneral plumage g
Imlu: vellow ; under <urface crossed by narrow

antdl wing-coverts ; :
d by narrow freckled bars of yellowish red; tail banded

on the abdomen : ander tail-coverts crosse

{ainter
inner margins of the feathers, and interrupted by numerous

with®red, passing into uuliuhur-}clluw on the

parrow irregular bars and freckles ol black.

The Plate represents the male and {emale about two-

ilirds of the natural SiZe.
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ALYPTORHYNCHUS MAC RORHYNCHUS, Gouwl.
Great-billed Black Cockatoo.

Calyptorhynchus macror hunchus. Gould in Proc. of Zool. Soc., Part X. p. 138.

Lty =it -'-".'f-'ln'. x;ﬂ:.‘.-.w- of Taratonge.

Anr the examples of this species that have come under my notice have heen collected at Port Essington,
where it is usually seen small troops of from four to six in number. It has many characters in Common
with the Black Cockatoos of the south coast, but no h!]l*{'i{'ﬁ of the genus yet discovered has the bill so
largely developed, which development is doubtless requisite to enable it to procure some iwcu‘.i:;r kind of
food at present anknown to us; it assimilates to the €. Cooleii of New South Wales in the lengthened form
of its crest, but differs in having much shorter wings, and n the mandibles being fully one-third larger.
The females of the two :-;pwic.x' also vary considerably in the colouring of the bands across the tail-
feathers, which in the . Coolii 18 pure scarlet, while the same part of the female of the present bird is
mingeled :-.'vllm'-' and searlet. Tt differs fram the C. naso of Western Australia in having a larger bl than
that specices, and in the much greater length of the crest; a similar difference is also ohservable in the
colouring of the tail-feathers of the fomales that has been already pninh-ll out with regard to €. Caakii,

Itis a very pm\'vt't'u'l species, and its habits and economy arc so cimilar to the other members of the genus
that a deseription of them would be superfluous.

The male has the whole of the plumage olossy bluish black ; lateral tail-feathers, except the external web

of the oufer one, crossed by a broad band of fine scarlet 3 nll horn-colour 3 irides blackish brown; feet

mealy blackish brown.
The female has the j__=;cnur-.1! plumage as in the male,
rts .~|mll=-:1 with light yellow : each feather of the nnder surface, but par-

but with the crest-feathers, those on the sides of the

face and neck, and the wing-cove
e chest, crossed by several semicirceular Fasele :Jiﬁcl]nﬂ.":ah bull:
of dull yellow, which are broad and freckled with black at

ticularly th lateral tail-feathers erossed on
the under surface by numerous irregular bands

the base of the tail. and become narrower and more irregular as they :1;11.:'u:mh the tip ; on the upper, sur-
face of the tail these bands are bright yellow at the base of the feathers, and f_.{:'udu:ﬂly change mto pale

as they approach the tip ; irides blackish brown.
thieds of the natural size.

scarlet
The Plate represents the two sexes about two-
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CALYPTORHYNCHUS NASO, Goud.

Western Black Cockatoo.

r'i.n'.'I:IIJ'JJFI!:'J'I{_-','JrI“-'rI|l'.'1. MR, {!‘Iﬂ]:l} i'll ]}I'HI‘. 1I|I ?al.ill!!. ."ﬁl:'., Pilf'! I"l. ]l. ]IH—I
Kar-rak, Aborizines of the mountain and lowland, and
Keer-jan-dee of the Aborigines of the northern distriets of Western Australia.

Red-tailed Black Cuckaton of the Colonists.

My characters by which this specics 1s distingnished from the Calyptorhynchis macrorhynehus, are a smaller

Lill and a shorter and more rounded crest s the same characters, which I know to be constant, also distin-

guish it from the €. Panksii. The hill is inclined to be gibbose, like that of (. Leachii, to which species it
also offers a further alliance in its shorter contour,
hynehus naso 1 have ot been able to ascertain; its great
As mizht be

rounded crest, and short tail.

The extent of range enjoyed by the Culypton
s to be the colony of Swan River, where it inhabits all parts of the country.

stronghold appear
members of the genus. Except in the

eConomy closely resemble those of the other
it may often be observed in cmnp;mi{-s of from six
cting the coft dead wood on which to

expected, its habits and
breeding-season, when it pairs, to fifteen in number.
es, making no nest, but merely colle
ed in trees so difficult of access that even the natives dislike to
r given to Mr. Gilbert by the son of the colonial

in the last week of October;

[t breeds in the holes of tre
deposit its eggs, which are generally plac
The eggs are four or five in numbers the fou

climb them.
from a hole in a very high white cum-tree,

u.'h:l]:]niu were taken by a native
es long by one inch and four lines broad.

thev are white, one inch and eight lin
verv harsh and grating cry, resembling the

[t flies slowly and beavily, and while on the wing utters a
native name.

The stomach is membranous and capacious, { those examined contained seeds of the

and the food o

FEuecalypti, Banksie, &ec.
The sexes, which differ consic
The male has the entire plumage clossy greeni
ul band of fine sc
+ side of the lower mandible s

but not so rich as, that of th
the head, crest, cheeks and wing-

lerably in eolour, may be thus deseribed :(—
sh black ; lateral tail-feathers, except the exte
bill bluish lead-colour,

rnal web of
arlet 3 irides dark blackish brown;
feet brownish black, with a leaden tinge.

¢ male, and has an irregularly

the outer one, crossed by a bro:
hecoming much paler on the unde

The female has the npper surface similar to,
of }'L'lll’ﬂ\'iﬁh white near the tip of
surface brownish black, crossed by
ssed by several irrecular bars of
w on the base of the ner we
ers and ;‘rminzdty increase in breadth

.‘-hii}wtl spot each of the feathers of

coverts ;. the under
the under tail-coverts crt
fading into yell
at the base of the feath

NUINErous narrow irregnlar bars of dull Z"-I.I!l]llll[’-

vellow : mingled yellow and dull scarlet; the
lateral tail-feathers dull scarlet,
o black, which are narrow

bs, and crossed by numerous

irrecular bars ¢

towards the tip.
The Plate represents the two sexe

< about two-thirds of the natural size.




fod e Wallew ,-’H.T,




CALYPTORHYNCHUS LEACHIL
Leach’s Cockatoo.

Psittacus Banksii, Lath, Ind. Orm., vol. i. p. 107. vaticty 2.
Banksian ( M:.H.”f' Lath. fiL-ln, :""_I.'u_. Supp., vol.ii. p. 91 A White's Journ., pl. in p. 139.—Plal. Bot. Bay, pl. i
p. 267.— Lath, Gen. Hist., vol. ii. p. 200 A, gy
Psittacus Cookii, Temm. in Linn. Trans., vol. xiii. p. 111
~__ Solandri, Temm. in Linn. Traus., vol. xiil. p. 113,
<olander's Cockatoo, Lath. Gen. Hist., vol. il p. a01.
Cronlk's Cockaton, Lath. Gen. Hist., vol. il p. 201.
Psittacus Leachit, ]\lll'ni.‘l'mhp. Psitt. in Nov. Acta, vol. X, p. 91. pl. &
_— Temminckii, Kuhl, Consp. Psitt. in Nov. Acta, vol. x. p. 89.
“"r“r-r.ll‘“h“-jrl.:ll.“r||I||-.l|\.' Cookii. Vie, and Horsl i1 Linu, Trans., vol, xv. p. 272
- Solandri, Vig. and Horsl, in Linn, Trans,, vol. xv. p. 274,
[eachii, Wazl, Mon. Psitt, in Abhand., vol. L. p. 683
Temminckii, Wagl. \lon. Psitt. in Abhand., vol. L. p. 684,
ctellatis, Selly. in Nat. Lib. Orn., vol. vi. Parrots, p. 134, pl. 15.
Carat, Abhorvigines ol New South Wales.

T r-”’{’-"f”r”"""-"."."-~"-"-'-'f'-~ Leaehii 1s the least species of the genus yet discovered, and '1|5111']1{'1urh-u1||'.' of its smaller
size, it may be distinguished from its congeners by the more swollen and gibbose form of its Ball. 18
native habital is New Sonth Wales and South Australia. 1 obtained ‘-iH‘['.IIIIL!Hh of it on the Lower Namol,
more than three hundred miles in (e interior; and the cedar brushes of the Liverpool range, Mr. Charles
Throsby's park a Bong-bong, and the cides of the crecks of the Upper Hunter, were also among the
places in which 1 killed it.  So invariably did T find it among the ( wsuarinee, that those trees appeared 1o
be as essential to its existence as the Panksie are 10 that of some .u]n{-;-l.-..; of Honey-eater. The crops of
those 1 killed were invariably filled with the seeds of the trees in question.  Its disposition s less shy and
distrusting than those of the Calyptorhynchi Banksii andl funereus, but little stratagem being required 10
cet within cun-shot 3 when one 18 Lilled or wounded, the rest of the flock either fly around or perch on
the neighbouring trees, and every one may be prur.-urﬂ!. It has the feeble, whining call of the other mem-
bers of the genus. Its flight is laboured and heavy s but when it 1s necessary for it to pass to @ distant part
of the country, it mounts high in the air and sustains & flicht of many miles.

It 1s not anusnal to find dividuals of this species with yellow feathers on the cheeks and other parts of
the head ; this variation [ am unable to account fors; it 18 evidently subject to no law. as it frequently hap-
pens that <ix or eight may be secen together without one of them exhibiting this mark, while on the contrary
A like number may be encountered with two or three of them thus distinguished. To this circumstance,
and to the \'zn'i:nl:'m in the colonring of the tail-feathers of the two sexes, may be attributed the voluminous
list of synonyms pertaining to this species.

Why living examples of the members of this genus have not as vet ceached Europe, is not casily to be

accounted for. 1 found no difficulty n keeping @ winged bird alive for a short time, and 1 doubt not that

were the attempt made, it might be casily introduced to our aviaries; the real cause hru,mlmhh' is the ex-
treme difficulty of 1:1'nmu'inu young individuals, the breeding-place seleeted by the bird being holes m the

. x 3 . most re st of the forests, Where ROES but the Aborigines are likely to
Lichest trees cituated m the most remott parts of the forests, liere none bu ; : cely

discover or able to 1':1'1!['I.!I.'i_‘ them.
There is 1o doubt that Me. Caley is right th

vs fwo eggs 10 the

e opinion vxin'u_-.uut} ‘i his notes that this is the Carat of
(he natives 3 and he adds that it la holes of the trees; <t [hwa:. not cut ruﬂ‘ tl‘m 1n'um:'t‘wa
of trees hike the Cal. funereis, but cuts ofl May-rylhor-ro and Mun-mow (the fruit ul_lnu T;m:mx u.i I‘r.-_::wwmf],
without however cating them, Liefore they are ripe, to the ereat mjury and vexation ol the natives.

The adult m Jde may it 411 times be distinguished from the female by the broad band of scarlet on the
ol i ay f

4. The female nd males during he first year have this part banded with black, as shown in the
tall. ¢ ales v i s \
nn_'mup:iu}iw_-' Plate.

The old male has the entire !.11”[1;1._1-“ o th
{ |1I'L'ir '-.l.‘l'hll.l!l.lﬂi:l ACross the Illil_!{”t’ of 1\“ but the twao cenfre lill‘-tti'l”l{_‘l‘nﬁ Etlil‘] 'li:l('

ey dark brown; orbits mealy black in some, 1

lossy areenish black, washed with brown on the head and neck,

with a broad hand o

external ~eh of the outer feather on cach sude ; irides ve

others l'i-iﬂl\'}' :
. LT o
The females and voung males differ

Bill dark horn-colour s feet mealy black.

in having the head and neck browner than in the adult male, and

having ihe scarlet band on the tail crossed by narrow bands of grn:mm'h black.
aving s g )

The figures arc nearly the size of life.
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CALYPTO RHYNCHUS FUNEREUS.
Funereal Cockatoo.

Psittacus funereus, Shaw, Nat. Misc., pl. 186.—Kuhl, (
Orn. Suppl., vol. i. P Xxii.
Funereal Cockatoo, Lath. Gen. Hist., vol. i, p. 202,

Banksian Cockatoo, Lath. Gen. Syn, Suppl., vol. i

‘onsp. Psitt. in Nova Acta, ete., vol. x. p. 89.—Lath. Ind.

- p- #1. C.—Shaw, Gen. Zool., vol. viii n 477
r.na’yp.fru'.ﬁ'r,rnrﬁu:r_ﬁ-rw'n-n.v. Vie. and Horsf, in Linn. Trans., val, x3 p. 271 ]
1“‘-{!,f[‘fr]lfra‘?.rfuixtﬁ.rﬂi';'rn‘l.:.k', Swains, Class. of Birds, vol. i, p. 02

Wy-la, Aborigines of the Upper Hunter in New South Wales,

,"iI.:I'II{JT.?fiII not the IJr!H*-»I powerful in its mandibles, the present bird is the largest species of the genus to
which it belongs, its laree wings and expansive tail being unequalled by those of any other member of the
?-'"'I‘:"'” family of Psittacide yet discovered. The true habitat of the Calyptorhynclus funereus is New South
Wales, or that portion of the Australian continent forming its south-eastern division. Among other places,
I observed it in the neighbourhood of Syduey, at Bong-houg, on Mosquito Island near the moath of the
River Hunter, and on the Liverpool range ;5 and it may be said to be universally distributed over this part
of the continent. The thick brushes clothing the mountain sides and hordering the coast-line, the trees of
the plains and the more open country are equally frequented by it 5 at the same time it is nowhere very
numerons, but is nsually met with associated in small companies of from four to eight in number, E.‘H{'L'];I.
during the breeding season, when it is only to be seen in pairs.  Its food is much varied : sometimes the
great belts of Banksias are visited, and the seed-covers torn open for the sake of their contents ; while at
others it searches with avidity for the larvee of the large caterpillars which are deposited in the wattles and
gums.  Its flight, as might be expected, is very heavy, flapping and laboured, but it sometimes dives abont
between the trees in a most rapid and extraordinary manner.

When I}”?'*'.l]_""' engaged in -‘iL'U“]JiJI‘.', off the bark in search of its inseet food, it may be approached very
('I[Hl_']_\'; and if one be shot, the remainder of the company will ﬂ:. round for a short distance and IJF'r'f']I 01
the neighbouring trees, until the whole are brought down, if you are desirous of so doing.

Its note is very singular,—a kind of whining call, which it is impossible to deseribe, but which somewhat
resembles the syllables JFy-le, whenee the native name.

The eggs, which are white and two in number, about one inch and five-eighths long by one inch and
three-eighths broad, are deposited on the rotten wood in the hollow branch of a large gum.

Caley mentions that this bird has a habit of cutting off the smaller branches of the apple-trees (LAngo-
phore), apparently from no other than a mischievous motive.

The sexes are very nearly alike, and may be thus described :—

The general plumage brownish black, glossed with green, particularly on the head ; feathers of the body,
both above and beneath, narrowly margined with brown ; ear-coverts dull wax-yellow ; all but the two cen-
tral tail-feathers crossed in the centre by a broad band, equal to half their length, of brimstone-yvellow,
thickly freckled with irregular zigzag markings of hrownish black ; the external web of the outer primary
ol [':u.'ll side, and the margin of the external web of the other banded feathers, brownish black ; bill black
in some and white in others, the latter being probably voung birds: eyes blackish brown ; feet mealy
blackish brown ; orbits in some black, in others pinkish red, and i others whitish.

The figure is about two-thirds of the natural size.
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CALYPTORHYNCHUS XANTHONOTUS, ¢«

Yellow-eared Black Cockatoo.

Calyptorhynchus ranthonotus, Gould in Proc. of Zool. Soc., Part V. p. 151 ; and in Syn. Birds of Aust lia, Part 1V
: A 5 2vn. trds of Australia, Part i

Iur great stronghold of this species 1s Van Diemen'’s Land, but [ have also seen speeimens from Flinders'

Island and Sonth Australia, in all of which countries it is the representative of the Calyptorhynchus funcrens
of New South Wales, It is Very |r1:~ut|ln|l} dispersed over all parts of Van Diemen’s Land, where

r L 1 it evinees
a preference for the thickly wooded and mountainous distriets

s oandl s :1[1.\';1:.'-4 to be observed in the eulleys

under Mount Wellington, ]p.'ur1h-u1.'!r']:.' in the neighbourhiood of New Town., In fine weather 1t takes a

r"- 1l R B e g R . Wye e g 5 3 —_— ¥ #
higher range, but descends to the lower part of the country on the approach of rain, when it beeomes

excessively noisy, and utters as it flies a very peculiar whining ery.  Its flight, from the enormons size of its
wings, appears to be heavy and laborious, and while performing this action it presents a verv remarkable

dppearance, its short neck, rounded |11‘;t:|, and |IIIII!_=; Wings and tal l_:"nin:_rj it a very -\i||-_-"u'|.-||~ contour. [ 1%

u‘:*|||,*|‘;||;|l‘|.' foy |H' {'I]i‘-l.'!"n'i'ii 1] 1'urn|r;|||.|t'- ol [rom Ii_ml' o ten i“ ||||n||'ur|" I_I||1 UI':‘.‘t*iHI!FI”‘- i“ Ip;lir\ only [ |"”“|”1

it very shy and ditlicult of approach, which may perhaps be attributed to its being wantonly shot wherever it
may be met wath,

Its principal food is a large kind of caterpillar, which it obtains from the wattle- and cum-trees, and in
procuring which it displays the greatest activity and perseverance, scooping off the bark and cutting through
the thickest branch until it arrives at the objeet of its search ; it is in fact surprising to sec what S G
excavations it makes in the larger branches, and how expertly it cuts across the smaller ones: besides these
laree l.'Et1!_‘]'|liHi|l':~, it also feeds upon the larve of several kinds of coleopterous insects, and oceasionally, but
not generally, on the seeds of the Banksias and berries ; chrysalides were also found in the \mrnm_"ha of
some that were dissected.

[ found it exceedingly difficult to obtain any particulars respecting the nidification of this bird, in conse-
quence of its resorting for the performance of this duty to the most retired and inaceessible parts of the
forests. . Lieut. Breton, R.N., having informed me that a pair were breeding in a tree on the estate of
Mr. Wettenhall, I requested him to use his influence with that gentleman to have their eges procured for
me, and on the 2ud of February 1839, I received a note from him in which he says :—

“ In compliance with your request, I wrote to Mr. Wettenhall upon the subject of the Black Cockatoo's
nest, and he forthwith directed his shepherd to fell the tree in which the bird had established itself. It was
situated in a gulley or bottom, and was about four feet and a half in diameter.  The hole was from ninety to
one hundred feet from the ground, two feet in depth, and made quite smooth, the heart of the tree being
decaved. There was no appearance whatever of a nest,  The tree was broken in pieces by the fall, and the
wml;}ul's of the hole or nest destroyed ; the fragments, however, were sought for with the greatest care, and
all that could be found are sent you. It may perhaps be as well to state, that both while the tree was
beine felled and for a short time afterwards, a Hawk kept attacking the Cockatoo, which flew in circles
I'L!llll.l‘i the tree before it fell, uttering its loudest and most mournful notes, and at times turning upon the
Hawk, until at length it flew off.” :

The eges are white, from two to four in number, and one inch and eight lines long by one inch and four
lines broad.

The bird varies considerably in size and weight, some specimens weighing as much as one pound and ten
ounces, while others w_vig]n'tl no more than one pound and three ounces.

The sexes. which differ but little from each other, may be thus described :—
Crown of the head, cheeks, throat, upper and under surface brownish black ; feathers of the breast
obscurely tipped with dull olive ; ] . _
: the base and tips, the central portion being in some specimens uniform light lemon-

car-coverts vellow: two centre tail-feathers deep blackish brown, the

remainder black at

vellow, and in others the same colour blotched with spots and markings of brown; bill in some specimens

white. in others blackish brown: feet greyish brown; orbits in some black, in others pink; irides nearly
; ares
black. x i -

I believe the birds with white bills to be immature.

The figures are about two-thirds of the natural size.
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CALYPTORHYNCHUS BAU DINI1I, rig.
Baudin’s Cockatoo.

Calyptorhynchus Baudinii, Vig. in Lear's 111 Psitt., pl. 6.

On-laak of the Aborigines of the lowland, and

Nyol-yé-nuk of the Aborigines of the mountain distriets of Western Australia.
W hite-tailed Black Cockatoo of the Colonists.

Tuis species, which 1s a native of Western Australia, is distinguished from all the other known members of
the group by its smaller size and by the white markings of its tail-feathers. It belongs to that section of the
Black Cockatoos in which a similarity of marking characterizes both sexes, such as f_he’g,r;arr;ra"r_a,mr_'fws‘,f}mm'm.':
and C. wanthonotus. Like the other members of the genus it frequents the large forests of Eucalypti and the
belts of Banksie, upon the ceeds of which it mainly sibsists 3 occasionally it seeks its food on the erountd,
when insects, fallen seeds, &c. are equally partaken of ; the larvae of moths and other insects are also
extracted by it from the trunks and limbs of <uch trees as are infested by them.

Its flicht is heavy and :lll1l:1|‘(‘1lll}' laboured : when on the wing it frequently utters a note very similar to
its aboriginal name ; at other times when perched on the trees it utters a harsh croaking sound, which is
kept up all the time the bird is feeding.

It breeds in the holes of the highest white gum-trees, often in the most dense and retired part of the
forest. The eges are j.:rn['rnl]:.' two in number, of a pure white : their average leneth being one inch and
three-guarters by one inch and three-eighths in breadth.  The breeding-season extends over the months of
October, November and December.

Up to the time of writing this account I have never scen specimens from any other part of Australia than
¢ the whole of which it seems to be equally distributed.

the colony of Swan River, ove
olossed with green, especially on the forchead ; all the feathers

The entire plumage is Dblackish brown,
narrowly ii.mn:l] with duoll white s ear-coverts creamy white ; all but the two central tail-feathers crossed by
cream-white 3 the external web of the outer primary and the
feathers blackish brown the shafts black s irides blackish

Lill lead-colour; in some specimens the upper mandible is blackish brown ; legs and feet dull

a hroad band, equal to half their length, of
marein of the external web of the other handed
hrown 3
vellowish grey, tinged with olive.

' ale about three-fourths of ihie natural size.

The figure represents a i
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ALLOCEPHALON GALEATUM.
Gang-gang Cockatoo.

gitt. in Nova Acta, tom. x. p. 85.

b, Ind. Orn., Supp. p. xxiil.—Kuhl, Consp. 1
Zool., vol. viil. p. 523.—Lath.

Psittacus _J_Ifr.llrl'r.l'l'r.'.\'. Liath.

Red-crowned Parrol, Lath. Gen. Syn., supp. vol. ii. p. 369. pl. 140.- Shaw, Gen
Gen, Hist., vol. il p. 218, pl. xxviii.

leatus. Vig, and Horsf. in Linn. Trans., vol. xv. p.

1 Mon. Psitt. in Abhand., vol. i, pp. 504 and 690,

Calyptoriopmehus ga i ;

.r yplarhi I8 974.—Less. Man. d Orn , tom. ii. p. 144.
Corydon galeafus, War
Plyctolophis galealus, Swains. Class. of Birds, vol. 1. p. 302

Banksianus galeatus, Less. Traité d'Orn., p. 1851

i"u.!!"."rJr'u'ju".'r!."n.-- lustrale, Liess,

L] ) ¥ g L) 1 . . + -

Callacephalon galeatum, (i. R. Gray, List of Gen. of Birds, 2nd edit., p. 68.
galeata, Vieill. Nouy. Dict. d'Hist. Nat., tom. xvil. ] 12.— Ency. Méth,, tom. i, p. 1414.
halus, Mus. de Paris.

fﬁuﬁnni.-.h of New Hm:1h Wales.
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CALLOCEPHALON GALEATUM.
Gang-gang Cockatoo.

Yo i i e i i it F

Psittacus galeatus, Lath, Ind. Orn., Supp. p. vxiii.—Kuhl, Consp. Psitt. in Nova Acta, tom. x. p. 88
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Red-erowned Parrot, Lath, Gen, Syn., supp. vol. ii, p. 369. pl. 140.—Shaw, Gen. Zool.,, vol. viii. p. 523.—Lath

Gen. Hist., vol. ii. p. 218, pl. xxviil, |
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Calyptorhynchus gateatus, Vie, and Horsf. in Linn. Trans., vol. xv. p. 274.—Less. Man d'Orn , tom, ii. p. 144
I : : ; i : a . . ] + " . i e

{ ..,:;.J'r,,. I|_,lrr.'lr'-n'-"“"~', Wael, Mon. Psitt, n Abhand., vol. 1. pp. n0d and G690,

Plyctolophus galeatus, Swains. Class. of Birds, vol. L. p. 302

Banksianus galeatus, Less, Traité d'Orn., p. 181,

'fI:Il”l'lf'-";'-‘IJ-'I'.'I"'.II' Australe, Less.

f'..u'|"-.--'-l,-|.f'||.-:'-.-,.l _r,.'..--'-- atwm, . R. UI':'-'_-.', List of Gen. of Birds, and edit., P G8.

Cacatua galeata, Vieill. Nouv. Dict. d'Hist. Nat., tom. xvil. p. 12.—Ency. Méth., tom. iii. p. 1414.
Pzitlacus J:fu.l'r.'[ru.-:".;-.-.".-r.lf.'.'n'. Mus. de Paris.

(iang-gung Cockatoo, Colonists of New South Wales.

['ne only information 1 can give rum.n-_uriw_{ this fine species is that it is a native of the forests bordering the

south coast of Australia, some of the larzer islands in Dass's Straits, and the porthern parts of Van
Diemen’s Land, and that it frequents the most lofty trees and feeds on the seeds of the various Eucalypti.
A few instances have occurred of its being brought to I",ut_;lund alive, where it has borne l.'i':lﬂii'n:f'_lf guite
as well as the other members of the great family to which it belongs ; thus affording sufficient evidence
that the Black Cockatoos [f.'f;fﬂ;:!r;-:'ﬁ_{.rfrr.*ﬂr'] would thrive equally well were the experiment made, the form
and habits of the two birds being very similar.

The paucity of the account here given Wil T trust be a sufficient hint to those who may be favourably
sitnated for ohserving the habits of this :-:pt'.::iu.a', that by fransoitting their observations either to m:.‘ur;ll' or
to any seientific junrnul, they would be |u'uumtiug' the cause of science, and adding to the stock of human
knowledge.

The sexes are readhly distinguished by the marked difference in their plumage; both are crested, but
the crest of the male 1s a rich scarlet, while that of the female 15 grey.

The male has the forchead, erest and cheeks fne scarlet, the remainder of the plumage dark slate-grey ;
all the feathers, with the exception of the iu'inmrh:s, secondaries and tail, narrowly margined with greyish
white—decided and distinct on the upper, but much fainter on the under surface; irides blackish brown ;
bill light horn-colour ; feet mealy black.

The :.qvn:*r:ﬂ plumage of the female is dark slate-colour, the feathers of
per surface crossed with irrt-',_;ulau' bars of greyish

the back of the neck and back

with l_mh'. arey, the remainder of the ap
sif puw{lurv{l with sulphur; the feathers of the under sur-
ine into duil vellow on the under tail-coverts.

clightly margined
white the wings have also a sulphurous lhue, a
face are margined with "”ii‘l’“‘"}'t‘nmv and dull red, chang

The Plate represents @ male and a female of the natural size.
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POLYTELIS MELANURA.
Black-tailed Parrakeet.

Paleornis melanura, Vie. in Lear’s T1L Psitt., pl. 28, male.

———— anthopeplus, Vig. in 1b., pl. 29, female.

Polytelis melanura, Gould in Syn. Birds of Australia, Part 1V,
Wonk-un-ya, Aborigines of the mountain districts of Western Australia.
Jul-ie-up, Aborigines of King George's Sound.

Maowntain Parrot, Colonmists of Western Auastralia,

So little is known of the habits and economy of this beautiful Parrakeet, which has hitherto only been
found on the southern portion of the continent of Australia, that the present paper must necessarily hr:‘ brief.
It 1s strietly an inhabitant of the interior, over which it doubtless ranges widely, Captain Sturt ﬁ..nuul T oon
the banks of the Murray, and has given a figure of it in the narrative of his journeys into the interior; His
Excelleney Governor (Girey EJl'E](‘lll't‘ll it in the dense serub to the north-west of Adelaide, and Mr. Gilbert
encountered it in the white-eum forests of the Swan River settlement. The extent of its range northward
must be left for future researches to determine. Captain Sturt at page 188 of his second volume says, ¢ [
believe I have already mentioned that shortly after we first entered the Murray, flocks of a new I'u;'mlm-l
l.;aq_\.g_-:[ over our I|H'q"li.|~-':, u]li]:l]‘{!tlﬂ}' L‘]Iiig‘l':l1ill_%’ to the \“. Tht'}' EI.]W.'!}'!; ]:E‘iﬂ feacy ]li'_'ij to he fired ar, Lt
on our return, hereabouts, we succeeded in killing one. It made a cood addition to our scanty stock of
subjects of natural history.” I believe I am indebted to the kindness and liberality of Captain Sturt for
the identical specimen alluded to, a very fine one having been presented to me by him when I visited South
Australia.

While flying it utters :
alighting on the branches.

Mr. Gilbert remarks, that in '}

with in small families of from nine to twe
Its flight, as indicated by its form, is rapid in the extreme. On reference to
late Mr. Virors characterized the female as a distinet
 [Nlustrations of the Psittacida,”

. Joud harsh seream, which is changed nto a chattering discordant tone upon
Vestern Australia, except during the breeding-season, it is always to be met
Ive in number, feeding on seeds, buds of flowers and honey gathered

from the white-gum-tree.
the svnonvms siven above, it will be seen that the
Both sexes are beautifully figured in Mr. Lear’s

species from the male.
panying Plate. it will be seen that they differ very considerably in

on reference to which and to the accom
colour, the rich jonquil-yellow of the male giving place to dull vellowish green in the opposite sex, whence
doubtless arose Mr. Vigors's error.

The male has the head, neck, shoulders, rump

{ the back and scapularies olive ; primaries and tail deep
of the wine: irides bright red; bill scarlet ; feet

. and all the under surface beautiful jonguil-yellow; upper
part o ||]1]v_: several of the greater wing-coverts

dull scarlet, forming a COnspicuous mark on the centre

ash-grey.

The female has the
all the under surface, rump
f the shoulder; primaries, some of the secondaries, and the spurious wing deep
of the secondaries and a few of the

head. sides of the face, back of the neck, upper part of the back and seapulars dull
olive-green ; throat, and wing-coverts }u_-lluu-iuh areen, the latter passing into
deep green on the centre o
sined externally with vellowish green the remainder
the remainder green at the base, passing into
rgined on their inner webs and tipped with
bill scarlet; feet ash-grev.

blue-black, mar
greater coverts deep red = two centre tail-feathers deep green,
black on the inner webs the five lateral feathers on each side ma
rosy red, which is broadest and most conspicuous on the two onter feathers ;

The Plate represents the two sexes of the natural size.
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APROSMICTUS SCAPULATUS.
King Lory.

Psittncus scapulatus, Bechst.

: Kuhl, Nova Acta, p. 56 —Shaw. Gen. Fool., vol. vii, p. 407. pl. 55

Pittacus Tabuensis, var. B8, Lath. Ind. Orn., p. B8

s . . .
L l'uﬂ;-'ffi' .I”*".l'.a‘r-'r"f.'r- i I"".I.'I.llri",l' el r‘rrj.lrlrj.lu.-.l frfa-r.l.

Le Vaill, Hist, des Perr., pls. 55 and 56.

)l in p. 168 male, in p. 169 female.— Phill. Bot. Bay
Syn. Supp.. vol. il p. Sl ;

Taliian Parret, White's Journ,, | i

. , pl. in p. 153 -Lath. Gen.
Platycercus st apulatus, Vie, and Horsh in L. I'rans., vol, xv. . 284 . —Wael. Mon
pp. 492 and 537.—5Steph. Cont. of Shaw's Gen. Zool., vol, xiv. p. 122

Psittacus cyanopygins, Vi 1., 2nde Bdit, du Nouv, Dict. d'Hist. Nat., tom. xxv. p. 33 hid. Gal. des Ois. Su
- . ] » aleds -1l Ul s 2. oM.,

Psitt. in Abhand., tom. i

pls. of male and female
Sparlet and Green Parrol,Lath, Gen. Hist., vol. il. p. 116,
Platycercus scapularis, SW ains. Zool. 11k, 2nd Ser, pl. 26. Less, Traité d'Or., p. 207.
I}J.-'-'.n'.-.-ur-f.-rx' seapulatiis, Gould in Proc. of Zool. Soe., Auzust I, | 542,

IWellat, A horirin of New South Wales,

Tiis very showy and noble species appears to be extremely local in 1« habitat; if T remember rightly, 1
have not seen it from any other portion of Australia than New South Wales, in which country it ”'L’i“'”"': to
be almost exclusively confined to the brushes, p;u‘llru.'l;u'i}' such as are low and humid, and ~-_.!‘.‘,=,.‘-E. the laroe
Cusuaring grow n the greatest |n~,]1~|1~;1;}”, All the brushes stretehing along the <outhern and eastern coast
appear to be equally favoured with its presence, as it there finds a plentiful supply of food, consisting of
seeds, Truits and herries. At the p:-riml when the Indian corn is becoming ripe it leaves its umbrageous
abode and sallies forth in vast flocks, which commit great devastation on the ripening erain. It is rather a dull
and inactive species compared with the members of e restricted genus Platycercis it flies much more
heavily, and is very different in its disposition, for although it soon becomes habituated to confinement, it is
less easily tamed and much less confiding and familiar ; the great beauty of the male, however, somewhal
compensates for this unpleasant trait. and consequently it is highly prized as a cage-hird.

[ was never so fortunate as to find the nest of this specics, neither could T gather any information
rvr-'puri'lun;: this part of the bird’'s economy 3 and T am inelined to look with suspicion on the account given by
Mr. Caley, as recorded in the Linnean Transactions, which in my opinion must have reference to the eges
of some other bird.

When fully adult the sexes differ very considerably in ihe colouring of the plumage, as will be seen by the
following deseriptions.

The male has the head, neck and all the ander surfate scarlets hack and wings green, the inner webs
of the 1:1"”11'.11"1*.-.- and secondaries being black ; along the scapularies & broad line of pale verdigris-green 3
a line hounding the scarlet at the back of the neck, the rump and upper tail-coverts rich deep blue; tail
black ; pupil large and black ; irides narrow and vellow 3 bill scarlet ; legs mealy brown. ;

The female has the head and all the upper surface green: throat and chest greeh tinzed with red 5
abdomen and under tal-coverts cearlet 3 rump dull blue; two centre tail.feathers green; ihe remainder
Ce, i;::win: into bluish black : and with a ruq--mlmn'v{] 1
Ale for the first two years resembles the female, which is doubtless the ganse why so few

spot at the extremify on the under surlace.

g
The young m
hirds are secu in the bright red dress, compared with those having a &F

cen head and chest.

The Plate represents the two sexes of the natural SIZe.







APROSMICTUS ERYTHROPTERUS.
Red-winged Lory.

I'},'H--f.r” s !H,'”!ﬂ;flf(“.l‘”.}' I1]1{1 -'l,,"-l \"J] E| . g K \ t ' ! E [l
. -k sy Sl 1 -5‘ 11.‘!. | 3 ¥ y i k I 1 ¥ (s a
P 1, ‘-u. 'i l\'u.hl‘ :\u'l,,ﬂ _,:"‘1_, d, 1Ir_'|1. X. 1}. l'_}.i. LH.IF t't (;El.'ll'l.].. Y Dnl- 7 11.

Voy. autour du Monde, pl. 27 —Lath. Ind. Orn., vol. i. p. 126
Psittacus melanotus, Shaw, Nat. Mise., pl. 653.—1h. Gen. Zool., vol. viil. p. 467
ot I . sw - . o W
Crimson-winged Parrot, Lath, Gen. Syn., vol. 1. p. 209

. and Supp. p- 60.—1b. Gen. Hist., vol. i =i
Platycercus erythropterus, Vig.and Horsf. in Linn. Trans. R0l PO

I' '”_ 3 ‘” 1 : " ¥ 1.'{!1. XV. ]]. EH'L'_‘L[_‘,'-GH_ 'l".l..u'”'{; tl.{h']"l._. 'i:'- QHH,—\Y:‘EL 11011-
| sitt. in Abhand., tom. i. pp. 492 and 536.—Steph. Cont. of SHaws Giin. 2oL, vol, 8. p ;:1'1
Aprosmcties erythropterus, Gould in Proe. of Zool. Soc., Angust 0. 1842 bl

.! urs heautiful Lory s 1.'4.-r:-.'_u'uh-!}' Qistributed over the greater portion of the continent of Australia, and
:.Ia ranere also :-xwml.-: o New Guinea and Timor; 1 must not, however, fail to remark, that specimens
from :1!1- latter countries, as well as those from Port Essington, are smaller in all their admeasurements than
those Lrun.n ihe southern and castern purﬂuu- of Australin : no difference whatever exists in the markings
or colonring of the sndividnals from all these varions loealities, 1 am iherefore induced to consider them
s SO MEANY races of the same bird, rather than as distinet species.

_ In :"mk'lt'nlln: ihe Red-winged Lory, so far as my ohservation has enabled me to judge, is as exclusively an
inhabitant of the interior of the country as its near ally the King Lory 1s a denizen of the thick hl'u:-h:'-.
which extend along the coast, both. as is always the case, beme beautifully adapted to the character of
country they are -espectively destined to inhabit. The extensive belts of Aeucin J.'u'.n'.-.rfr.'.r.l'rf.f which streteh over
and diversify the arid plains of the great Anstralian basin, are tenanted with thousands of this bird, besides
rumerous othier species, ro yning about either small companies of six or eight, or in flocks of a muech
ereater number. 1t is beyond the power of my pen to deseribe or give a just idea of the extreme bheauty
of the appearance of the Red-winged Lory wlhen seen among the silvery branches of the Acacia, particu-
larly when the flocks comprise. & large number of adult males, the gorgcous searlet of whose shoulders
offers so striking a contrast 10 the surrounding objects. It is rather thinly dispersed among the trees
Jirting the rivers which interseet the Liverpool Plains, but from thence towards the interior it increases
i number, and 1|||.'|.r13i1'£|1.:~' sxtends ever the whole of the interior, for if i< as abundant at Port Essington on
thie north coast as it is on the sonthern : [ have also received it from South Australia and the north-west
coast, but not as yet from Swan River.  In its actions and disposition it has much of the character of the
King Lory, heing morose andl indoeile : as it is naturally shy and wary, it 15 much more difficult Il'r'-l'llll'.'ilill'h
than the generality of the Parrots 3 and althoneh the contrary is sometimes the case, it seldom becomes tame
or familiar n-:q;t'uil}.

Its powers of Might are fully adequate and in every way adapted to ihe extensive plains it is destined to
inhabit, enabling 1 readily to pass, 1'1'1-:!m'||.1'|:~' at a oreat height in the air, from one part of the plain to
another. 1ts flicht is, however, pvrﬁn'mm! with a motion of the wings totally dilerent from that of any other
member of the great family of Psittacide 1 have seen, and has frequently reminded me of the heavy flapping
manner of the Pewit, except that the flapping motion was even slower and more laboured, like that of the
Terns. It has a loud sereeching ||1it-l'r.'1uu' ery, which it !‘1'1-1;1143111[}' utters during flicht.
the fruits of a species of Loranthus, and the pollen of flowers, to which 15

Its food consists of berries,
which infests the branches of its favourite trees; in all i]1'U|r£L|]1[]1:.

added a .-'iwt'itw of scaly bug-like insect,
ars also form a part, as [ have found tliem in the crops of several of the Platycerct.

«mall caterpill
Sucalypti growing on the banks of rivers.; the ewxes, which are white,

It breeds in the holes of the large 1
an eighth long by seven-cighths hroad.

beine four or [ve in number, about an inch and
very considerably in the colouring of their

as will be seen i the m-mnup;lnx'ing Plate, differ

r!.":”-.' sPNOS, :
annot be :1ia1'n|r_ruim'hu11 from the female, except by

plumage : the young males during the first two years €

[H.\\-L_‘L‘Ii“!l,
The male has the head and back of the neck verditer green ; throat
rump lazuline blue 3 Wing-coverts deep

. all the under surface, edge of the

Jyoulder and upper tail-coverts bright }'1_‘111.H\i~.-1| areen ; back black 3 1 .
rich crimson-red 3 _-_u-;tlml:lrlv-a dark creen, 1ippv[! with black s prim;n'n::: black at the 1}:i~fv, with the external
webs deep green <econdaries black, edged with deep green, and
ssing into yellow at the tip, the extreme end

ellow and pink as above ; irdes reddish

webs and the npirni purlinn of the mner
or two with a tince of red at the tip 3 iail wreen above, [
under surface of the tail black, Iippcd with ¥
hill rich oranee-scarlet ; feet olive-brown.

under surface dull }'t:liuwi.:h green; few of the
ale verditer blue : tail-feathers more

one
fringed with plnh :
orange in some, cearlet in others:
The female has the head and upper <urface dull greens

wing-coverts crimson-red, forming a stripe down the wing ; rump P

[ ] 1 [ -colour.
lareely npprd with pml. than in the male ; irides olive-brown ;3 bill light harn-colo

The Plate represents the two sexe

s of the natural size.







PLATYCERCUS SEMITORQUATUS,

Y ellow-collared Parrakeet.

Quoy and Gaim.

Psittacis semitorguatus, Quoy and Gaimi.

Daii-arn, Aborigines of the lowland districts of Western Australia.
Dum-nl-uk, Aborigines of the mountain districts of Western Australia,
Tiventy-eight Parrakeet, Colonists of Swan River.

Tuis very noble species of Platycercus 18 abundantly dispersed over the greater portion of Western Australia,
where it inhabits almost every variety of situation, sometimes searching for food upon the eround like the
rost of its congeners, and af others on the trees ; its chief food being either grass-sceds or the hard stoned
fruits and seeds iu-rnﬂur to the trees of the country in which it lives. [t is equally as abundant at King
George's Sound as it 1s af Qwan River: I have not been so fortunate as to obtain any precise information
as to the extent of its range over the continent, the only parts of the country from which I have received
~I|u't"11uvn~ being the two localities mentioned above.

This fine bird, like the rest of the true Platycerei, 18 entirely destitute of the as furcatum; hence, like
them, its powers of flight are very limited ; on the other hand it runs quickly over the surface of the ground,
as may be seen by all who have observed the bird in a cage, to which it is often consiened and sent to this
country as an ornament for the aviary, which it graces, both by its large size and the richly contrasted
colouring of its plumage. While on the wing its motion is tolerably rapid, and it often utters a note,
which from its resemblance to those words has pruuurrrl for it the appellation of * twentv-eight” Parrakeet
from the colonists 3 the last word or note heing sometimes repeated five or six times in suCeess1on.

It begins breeding in the latter part of September or berinning of October, making no nest, bt
depositing its egos in a hole in cither a gum- or mahogany-trec, on the soft black dust collected at the
bottom ; they are from seven to nine in number and of a pure white.

The sexes may be distinguished by the much smaller size of the female, and by her markings being much
less distinet.

Forehead crossed by a narrow hand of erimson; head blackish brown, passing “1to blue on the cheeks:
back of the neck encireled by a band of bright yellow ; back and upper surface generally deep grass-greci,
hu:-;.win:: mnto |mlu areen on the shoulders ; |H‘i|n;n'i|:‘ﬁ anil h]”ll‘:lmlh wing blackish Imrr;m'n_..ﬂw external u'f;hf-l of
each feather deep blue : two centre tail-feathers deep grass-greet, the next on each side '1”‘_-"7““1*' passing
into blue and ending m bluigh white at the tip; the lateral feathers green at the base passing into blue,
which gradually fades nto bluish white at the tp 3 chest green: under surface light green; irides dark
brown : bill Hg-hr haorn-colour, becoming of a lead-colour on the front of the upper mandible ; legs and

feet dark brown.
The Plate represents the birds of the natural size.
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PLATYCERC US BAUERI, Vig. and Horsgf.
Bauer's Parrakeet.

Psittacus Bavert, lemm. in Linn. Trans., vol. xiii? p. 118 Donovan’s Nat, Rep pl 64
: . i IR . 4 1 PY ¥ (5
Psittacus eyanomelis, Kuhl, Consp. Psitt. m Nov. Act., vol. %, p. 03
Rawer's Parrot, Lath. Cen. Hist:, vol. it p. 120.
¥ i . 1] i I & | BN L ] gy
Platycercus Bauert, Viz, and Horsl, in Linn, Trans., vol. xv. . 283 Loar's 111, Psitt. ph 17 =teph. Cont 8
: : i 1. . - P a 1 K
Shaw's Gen. 7aol., vol, xiv. p. 121,
f'.l’u.l':u,rr'r;'a'.-.'.'; sonarins, W acrl., Mon. PPgitt. in Abhand., - a8,
S S e . o : ] .
Pgittacus zonarins, Dhaw s Nat., Mise., E'II- 657.—Kuhl, Consp. Psitt. in Nov. Act,, tom, ¥,
Peittacus viridis, Shaw's Gen. Fool,, vol. viil. p. 460,

Nanodes P zonarius, Stepi. Cont. of Shaw's Gen. Tool., vol. xiv. p. 114.

m. & it g3 Vo pegaicy Lr {0 g . ar ' :
Mo Bauer's | arrakeet, although nearly allied to the Platycercus semitorquatus, POSsEsSes soveral characters

by which 1t may be distinguished from that species; in the first place it 1s Such less in size, and in the next
it has a brighter and more contrasted style of plumage, the grec
abdomen ; the rich band of scarlet which ornamer
¢ if not entirely. the shehtest indication of it and

a0 of the under curface of which is relieved by
o COrgeons band of bright yellow across the it= the front u;I‘
the P. semiforquatis, is also wanting in the present bird, o
The only portion of Australia from which I have receved

that only in the hnest old males 15 to be seen.
and where the oriwinal specimen i

ril, 1s Port Lincoln, a harhour visited by Flinders,

wvriuu-un of this b
In habits and d'lsim-'mml it doubtless closely assim

ihe Linnean Society's Collection was obhtained. tlates to

has vet been obtained. The sexes present @

l}nint.xt no snformation
1 need scarcely add

< brilliant style of colouring of the female.
late Mr. Ferdinand Dauer, who formed one
dist are too

the . semitorquatis, but on these
cimilar contrast in ihe lesser size and les
I by AL Temminck -1 honour of the
Flinders, and whose researches as @ natun
mny 1||u:|_'h-'.;'.1||.r-||. friend

that this !-']'Il‘["!l'.\ was namet
of, the v}.‘p:'{ﬁrinn under the command of Captain
well Jinown to need any
J. B. Harvey, sq., formerly
which my ficures were taken,

Head and upper part of the neck black, the cheek
o Liright :-i.'HH"."-' . chest, back and wi
rump and npper tail-covert
bluish white, the remainder deep gF

I am indebted to

further :-t:»mtmﬂu{:uluu from nes
it Port Lincoln, for ihe -]il't'11||l'1|= from

of Teignmonth, but now resident
es of many other valuable .'-1H'I'in'-.

as also for vxumpl
p blue : at the back of the

Sfeathers timw:l with dee

s dark green, pu-~'|5m' into verditer green o

neck a hroad crescent (
two centre tail-feathers deep

ihe outer webs of the wing-coverts ; g orass-green ;
ach side deep green, 1ip1u~1} with
the blue on the outer margins of
remainder of the under surface

black, with the base of their external webs rich dee

een at the base,

green, the next on ¢
centre of the

4hdomen deep ;;".nn'lum'v-}'vlh‘n\':

the feathers being of lazuline hue ;
vellowish grass-green ; I|n"||uan"||.-~.

il MI.H‘: hlﬂ HII!.!'H-

jssing into bluish white,

nd spurious wing-coverts

cecondaries
colour: fect dark brown.

The Plate represents the two se

ves about ihe natural SIZC.
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PLA T YO D RC US BAR NA RD ], Vig. and Horsf.

Barnard’s Parrakeet.

Barnard's Parrol, Lath. Gen. Hist., vol. . p. 121,
Platycercis Barnardi, Vig. and Horsf, in Linn. Trans., vol, xv. p. 283.— Lear's 1L Psitt., pl 18.—Bourj. de
St, Hil. Supp. Le V aill. Hist, des Parr., pl. 32 —Wasl, Mon. Psitt. in Abhand., p. 528,

.. J2 Lok AT | A g : " - . 5.8 =

Pur Platyeereis Rarnardi is one of the most heautiful of the genus inhabiting Australia; the accompanying
Plate. whereon 1 have cndeavoured to portray it as faithiully as ;mwnlc:!r. will give some idea of the hrillianey
of its appearance: but to see it in perfection and to observe its rich plumage in all its elory, the native

country ol the bird must be visited, its forests pvlwh'ulrd, 't brooks and streamlets traced ; for it is prin-

1 the banks of the latter, cither among the ** high-flooded oums,’
< seen, the brilliant hues of its expanded

cipally growing « ' or the larger shrub-like
irees along the edges of the streams, that this beautiful slwri:w
e to tree amidst the dark elades of the forest.,

meteor as it passes from tre
ior from South Australia

wings and tail appearing like a
The range of Barnard’s Parrakeet extends throughout the areat basin of the inter
(o New South Wales, but it seldom appears within the boundary of the latter colony; I never met with it

nearer than the Liverpool Plains, from whence northwards towards the interior its numbers inereased, and it

doubtless inhabits the banks of the Darling and all other
ly as abundant in the

ition of this upin'um [ may state that I found 1t to he equa
rally met with in small

rivers of the interior which emhogue into Lake

Alexandrina, and in confirm:
of South Australia as on the banks of the Namoi. It is gene

Great Murray scrub
among the tall grasses, al others among

companies of from five to ten in number, sometimes on the eround
the high trees, p;wﬁvnl:ur!}' the Fucalypti.

The sexes differ so Little in colour that it is Jifficult to distinguish them, the males are, however, at all

times the largest and finest in plumage.
[ did not succeed ohtaining the eggs of this species, although it was bree
the country I visited 3 arine some fine living hl}f_‘L'il'l]{‘]L"\ of the

1 hrought to England,

wding in all the laree trees of

the different parts of but 1 suceeeded in proc
bird, a pair of which and which were 1 believe the first that had been introduced. As
e equally as domesticable a
| friend the Larl
m still continue to gract
_abdomen, central 1mr1iu:1 of wing, and romp
{ yellow back bluish grey; centre of

wus wing black ; the external margin

nd familiar as the other Platyee rei, and are very ornamental and

of Derby did me the honour to acce

. his Lordship’s macnificent avia

care-birds they ar
pt these interesting birds,

attractive 3 my ever-valuet
and one if not both of the ry at Knowseley.
FForehead red ; crown, cheeks, chest verditer green s occiput
crossed by a hand of brown,
a broad erescent of orange §
e shoulder rich deep blue ; two
at the base, gl'uduuﬂ}' fadi

succecded by a t'rw-‘-rvl|1-_~clia11w15 mark o
in'iin:n"lv:-: and spurie
central tail-feathers deep green, lmisiug

1z into bluish white at

the abdomen crossed by
of each feather, and the tip of th

at the tip: the lateral feathers deep blue

into deep blue
the tip 3 Lill horn-c
The Plate represents tlie

olour: feet brown.
two sexes about the natural size.

s .







PLATYCERCUS PALLICEPS, vis

Pale-headed Parrakeet.

Platycercus palliceps, Vie, i Lear's 111 Psitt., pl. 19.
Maoreton Bay Rose Rill. Colonists of New South Wales.

ies of Platyeercus, which, up to the present time, has been more I:'q-qm-nlh spen alive m

['is elegant spee
is a native of the eastern coast of Australia,

a state of :‘;qni‘.'ii}' than 1:1'L~~'m'1'v|1 in our zoological collections,
Moreton Bay, where all the .wiw{'lmi-n.e [ have seen were
ton Bay Rose-hill, an appellation hestowed on it from its near alliance to the

name of .-fiafﬁcf?i.-; has been ;1]l|l1ird to this L~ill‘i'-|f‘“ from the light colouring

and is tolerably numerous al ]n':'u:'ur{-:i. [t is known

in Sydney by the name of More

Platycercus cximins, ‘The specific
of the head, which amounts, in some .-'pm'l|n{'||..~c, to a total absence of colour : this however, [ think, may be
.d birds, there is always a delicate tinge

attributed to the elfects of exposure

of vellow |H’.'I"l.'£|.l“1lu' the crown ; the de

to light, since, in recently moultc

licate blue on the chiecks also appears to be affected by the same cause,

hourh not to so great an extent.

It bears confinement remarkably well, and 1s very doeile and familiar, which. added to its very clegant
aee, renders it a eeneral favourite.
cks cither wholly white or pale oamboge-yellow s 1

and the lower part of the cheel

plum

Crown of the head and che
crossing the forehead,
adly maremed with

| SOIME SPeCHnens also there
(s 18 151't'il blue : feathers of

is a fine line of searlet
:‘.‘1|u1nu'u-1.vllnw: ramp i some instances

;Lpuhn'i{*s Llack, bro
wl'{"rllrlEll'.II'ﬁ

the nape, back and sc
in others this part 15 stron
with the base of their exte
and below, beautiful blue s
exception of the unde

ly tinged with -_r;m|im:;'v-}.'t-1hm: 1rriu1:u"5r.- and

oreenish blue,
rnal webs deep blue : oreater and lesser wing-coverts, and the
that part of the wimg ncarest the body black : all the

which are scarlet; two middle

Llackish brown,
<houlders, both above
curface verditer-blue, with the
the basal half of the remainder
erminal half delicate pale blue, pe

¢ tail-coverts,
being blackish-brown
\ssing into white at the tip 3

under
on their internal webs,

tail-feathers greenish blue ;
rich deep blue on their outer webs, and the f
hill horn-colour 3 irides blackish brown 3 feet dark mealy brown.

The sexes differ in no respect iy ontward appearance, with the exception of a slight superiority of size in
the male.

The Plate represents @ male and a female of the natural size.
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PLATYCERCUS EXIMIUS, vig. and Horsf:
Rose-hill Parrakeet.

Psitiacus extiming. =haw, Nat. Mise., |J]. 96.—Ih, Zool. of New Holl, t. 1.—Kuhl, '[,'IJ]]“[!. Psitt. in Nov. Act. &
vol. x. p. 51. No. 87.—Lath. Ind. Orn. Suppl., p. xxi. RO

Perruche amnicolore, Le Vaill,, Hist, Nat. des Perr., p. 29, ij]. 25.

"..,”.«If.-.uf,-.r-.i." Parrot, Lath, Gen, st vol. 11, i 138. No. 41.—1d. Gen. .‘1"_-.11. .‘"'ll]]pl y P 85.—Shaw, Zool.. vol. viil
j1e 411 |1]=. by, ah.

Platyeereus evimins. Vie. and Horsf, in Linn. Trans,, vol. xv, p. 281.- “Warl, Mon. Psitt. in Abhand. &e., p. 530,

L ori-Perruche de la Mer du Swud, Sonn, Edit. e Bulf,

Psiftacis r‘.'rj.--l'f-r.’.".k'. Shaw, Zool., vol. viii. . A6,

Rase-hill Parrakeet, Colonists of New South Wales,

Tuw present beautiful bird ranks among the earliest of the natural ]n‘mhu'ﬁnm of Australia that were sent
to Earope, but no information having hitherto been ]ml:!i-\h:'nl rrraiu-ulin'.[ its habits and economy, few persons
are aware that it is exclusively confined. to New South Wales and Tasmania, its occurrence even in South
Australia being utterly unknown : in the more distant colonies of Swan River and Port Essington it cer-
tainly does not oceur; but in each of those colonies it is represented by a nearly allied species, whose
Labits and general economy are as similar as possible. Although one of the commonest birds of New South
Wales and Van Diemen's Land, it is very local, a river frequently constituting the houndary of 1ts habitat,
over which it so rarely passes, that I never, during my stay in the country, saw the bird on the south side of
the Derwent ; while in the forests on the np|m.~;ii’v shore, not more than a quarter or half & mile distant,
At WAS very numerous. [ believe it is never scen in the forests clothing the borders “of 1V Entrecasteany’
Channel on the south, or of the River Tamar on the north of the island, those districts being inhabited
by the I’fﬂr’;;ra-J'r.f.n:_,".r}.vr-irw.rfriw, whose oreater size and olive-green plumage are in beautiful accordance with
those vast, and as vet unm:l:'lnrn;-ql forests of evergreen Eucalypt. More delicate in its structure, and far
more brilliant in its plumage, the Platucercus erimius resorts to the open parts of the country, such as
andulating arassy hills and plains bordered and studded here and there with large trees or belts of low
cacias or hanksias, among the branches of which, particularly those of the acacias, this beautiful bird may
be seen in small c:}rn!r:inh*s. the rich searlet and yellow of their breasts vieing with the lovely blossoms of
the trees: in a word, districts of a sandy nature, small plains, open spots among the hills, and thinly
timbered country where grass abounds, constitute the peculiar and natural habitat of this bird : hence it is
not found to T]:!l‘." north of the Derwent, where the country is of a different character; but it 1S numerous
throughout the centre of the island between Hobart Town and Launceston, where small companies may
constantly be seen resorting o the public roads, like the Sparrow in England, and upon being disturbed by
the |r:|:-.~'-::r—i]}' they merely flv off to the nearest tree, or to the rails of the wayside fences. .H{'um'.-' !‘IrlriE: these
il the mind with sensations of no ordinary deseription, and excite the greatest astonishment in those
who have recently arrived in the country 3 the novelty, however, as [ have observed in numerous instances,
SOON WElrs uu';u': and a cazed lark, linnet or blackbird from the land of their birth would be highly che-
rished and 1:11:11-1[. while the heautiful !n'mluriluu_» of the island would be passed by unheeded, u:‘cm-!rr to
amone them, with no sparing hand, for some slight injury they may‘have inflicted

deal ont destruction

upon the rising cori. The above remarks refer more imrnuulnrly to Van Diemen’s Land, hut apply with

to New South Wales. where the bird snlabits all situations similar in character to those above

equal foree \ : L : 2, Ehas .
ereat abundance in Van Diemen’s Land and New South Wales ; it is found in

!'L’fl’]']'t*ti tio. It breeds 1 . -
ureat numbers in the district of the Upper Hunter, and was formerly very numerous at Paramatta, particu-
pE2 : . i o s .
larly in the IIL'i'.,"hhfrlit']uH'rl of Rose Hill, whence 1ts name. [t lays trom seven fo ten heautiful white eggs in
L]



the hollow of a gum-tree during October and the three following months ; they are one el and an eighth

long by coven-cighths of an inch broad.

Il'h' nadn ili 1”[“! CONnsIs '|I-1I'1H‘1JL'H‘1_'-. l1l||-l' ni'd]ﬂl-wnr rrasses, .'!m:! :]L-r;:-\]u]mﬂy

ts of seeds of various kinds,

of insects and caterpillars.
arely extended to a greater distance than a quarter of a mile, as

Its Might 1= short and nndulating, and is ¢
wea little below it and rising again just before

the bird frequently alighits on a leafless branch, always flyn
i settles,
1w sound, which is very {'r:-qllrnﬂ}' uttered.

¢ the bright colouring from the nest:
adult, and may always

a somewhal illl"il.‘\hl[_', whistln
i 1r|.|nu;:s,:s-, and the young assum
tained their full size
delicate camboge-yellow.

ihe markings of the upper surface

[ts note 1s

The sexes are alike the birds of
the year, although they may have at
the bill and nostrils heing of a

Care not so Lrilliant as the

be distingnished by
from Van Diemen’s Land are rather la
brilliant than those

of the Hunter, which is more

roer in size, and have
from New South Wales : [ possess a ~|u-+"|uu'|:
brilliant than any other I have vel

t""iu.'rinl.v'ln-
of a greener vellow, and altogether less
killed on Mosquito Island, at the mouth

201,
tail-coverts searlet : cheeks white: feathers of

neck, chest, and under
y and lower !}-’1!'1 of the belly

Crown of the head, back of the

black, margined all round w
of the belly yellow ;
¢ of these feathers dark brown;
tail-feathers dark blue at the base,

irides blackish hrown.

npper tail-coverts
of the wing rich blue 5

two middle tail feathers green,
'|||:L-'--i:11,§ into light bloe, anil

ith rich yellow ; romp,

shoulders and middle external edges of the

the hack
]mh* green 3 centre
the remainde passing into

prinr.n"wa blue,
ihe remainder of the

bluish green at the tip,
tipped with white 3 bill horn-colour 3 feet browns

The figures are of the natural size.




oSN
-

-
NN

S

r
-l
>N
@

-

p—

)
=
N

Yo

y -

e

et

Sl df pworaieda La FREd gﬂ-

1

/

Ve B



PLATYCERCUS SP LENDIDUS, Gowd.
Splendid Parrakeet.
Platyeereus sples Jidus. Gounld in Procs of ZookSoc., Part X111 p. OGS

"I.H vr the eradual investication of the interior of Australia will lead to the discovery of many new and
interesting ohjeets, 15 pnm-il by the recent .'u'qul.milinn of the lovely \-]H_‘I'.l&“- here :'1-1|n'4-~e_-||lu-r|.. ;L'n'!u'h Wils
killed hy Mr. Gilbert in the nvnlj.'-lmr:uwl district to the northward of the Darling Downs in New Sonth
Wales. In beauty it even exceeds the Rose-Hill Parrakeet, and 1s consequently one of the finest species of
the genus yet discovered. It differs from ihat bird in having the centre of the breast only of a rich searlet,
the sides being _c_r;;tmlm-_l;v-:u-]lum-':_, in the lower part of the abdomen and the upper tail-coverts being verditer
instead of grass-green, and in the feathers of the back being hroadly margined with rich eamboze istead
of ercenish vellow. In the youthful state it very much cosembles the P. palliceps, from which however 1f
differs in having the head yellow instead of pale }'1*]11mi.-i| white, and the breast vellow instead of pale
blue; the breast also has indications of the rich scarlet of maturity, of which no trace is at any time per-
n-lalihh' in the P. palliceps.

Head, sides of the neck and centre of the hreast searlet : checks white, fintly tinged with blue fea-
thers of the back and scapularies black, broadly margined with samboge-yellows lower part of the back and
upper tail-coverts pale greenj on the shoulder a !mu-h of black 3 wing-eoverts pale blue; iuriumrlvn black
with the exception of the basal portion of the external web, whieliis rich deep blue; two central tail-
feathers dark green at the base; ]mssing into deep blue on the :Ipirn\ half of the external web and tipped
with black ; the next on each side is black on the internal web, green at the base of the external web, blue
for the remainder of its length, and slightly tipped with white 3 the remainder of the tail-feathers are deep
blue at the base of the externaly and black at the base of the internal web, the remaining portion of both
wobs being pale delicate blue, passing into white at the tip 3 cides of the breast and the abdomen bright
.!.,:,"IHI!]:]HE:U-:-'L‘HL}\T; vent pale green in some, in others pale bluish green : ander tail-coverts scarlet § irides
dark brown ; bill horn-colour ; feet mealy brown.

The figures arc of the natural size, one rvprvamniw_f the plumage of youth, the ather that of maturity.







PLATYCERCUS ICTERO 'FIS, Wagl.
The Earl of Derby’s Parrakeet.

Psittacus icterotis, Temm. in Linn. Trans., vol. xiii. p. 120.—Kuhl, Consp. Psitt. in Nova Acta, ete., p. 54 -
Platyeerens Stanleyii, Vig. in Zool. Journ. 1830, p. 274. e
—— irterotis, Wagl, Mon. Psitt. in Abhand. cte., p. 530.—Gould in Syn. Birds of Australia

Platycereus icterodes, Bourj. St. il Supp. to Le Vaill. Hist. Mat. des Perr., ]-11. 30. . =
(;'ur';fr.l'-f’n’-yfmfu’-.lrr:_ Aboricines of the lowland, and .

Moig-a-duk, Aborirines of the mountain districts of Western Australia,

Rose-hill of the Colonists,

Pirs beautiful little Pareakeet was first made known to science by M. Temminck, who deseribed it under
the name of Psittacus teterolis s which taet conld not have been known to the late Mr. Vigors when he named
it Platyeercus Stanleyit, as o tribute of respect to the present Earl of Derby, at that time Lord Stanley; a
tribute so merited, that T cannot but regret the neeessity of depriving the bird of this distinetive :ul:|u:ll:~:tiun,
and of restoring to it that of ieterotis, as bound by j,ual'mz to the first deseriber.  Bat in still associating his
Lordship’s name with this species, in the form of an English appellation, I feel 1 shall have the acquiescence
of all ornithologists.

From the little that is known of the history of this species it would appear that its range is very limited,
the colony of Swan River in Western Australia being the only locality in which it has as ye been seen in a
state of nature 3 there, however, it is one of the most common birds of the country, and, except in the
breeding-season, may always be seen in large flocks, which nppl'nu{'h so near to the hiouses of the settlers as
frequently to visit their gardens and ploughed lands. It generally feeds on the ground, on the seeds of
various kinds of grasses and the scattered grain of the farmer; but not unfrequently attacks anid deals
destruction among the ripe fruits of his garden, especially if they be left unprotected.

If my readers wish to form an idea of the scenery of Australia, they must imagine a country the {-_lim;nu
of which is second to no other, clothed with flowering trees and shrubs of the greatest beauty, and
enlivened with flocks of hundreds of the attractive bird figured on the accompanying Plate, and numerous
nus of equal beauty, torether with the fire-breasted Robins, the lovely Mualuri, with

other members of the ge

their resplendent metallic plumage, and many more of the feathered tribes conspicuous for the brilliancy

of their hues and the elegance of their forms: they will then have some shght conception of the enchanting
scene which it presents.
the Platycercus icterotis oflers no difference in the colouring of

Like most other members of the genus,
e until the second year; during the first

the sexes of the same age. They do not acquire the adult plumag

vear they are green, which colour gradually gives place to the hne colouring of maturity.

Its flicht is of <hort duration, and consists of a ceries of rather rapid undulating sweeps.

Tts note is a feeble, piping kind of whistle, which is occasionally so much varied and lvu_f__','llurm-.xl as almost
to assume the character of a song.
The ezes, which are <ix or seven in number and of g white colour, are eleven lines long and nine and a
Ak e : 5
they are |lt*1:ﬂ.~'ih‘{l in the holes of lare
of the neck, chest and all the under surface scarlet ; cheeks and thighs

half lines broad e trees without any nest.
i s L & -

Crown of the Liead and back
feathers of the back black, hordered with green, ye
<houlders and outer edees of the pri
the remaining feathers light blue tipped with

vellow : llow, and in some instances scarlet ; rump and
;l]1|u'l' (ail-coverts yellowish green s maries blue, the inner webs and tips

of the latter blackish brown 3 two middle tail-feathers green;

basal portion of a darker blue tinged with green; bill light horn-colour ; feet and legs dull

white, with the
irtdes Llackish brown.

The voung birds of both sexes are nearly of a unilorm eree,

ashy hrown : . . '
. becoming Imrn-crjlnurﬂl as they advance 1

aoe: the scarlet of the erown and aLdomen, and the vellow of the checks -_;r.'ldnnlly taking the place of the
aore s ={ X 1 0 1 )

e colouring of vouth. 1 ! &
. : H . " *ory Ear voE g - % u e .
It is questio able whether the female, like the female of P. eximius, ever attains the fine plumage ot the
L o] L o dledi L i {4 -

male. .
o : ol ctrp
The Plate represents the two sexes ab the natural size-

et T
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PLATYC ERC US TGN I'TU >, Leadb.
[Fiery Parrakeet.

) L 3 .
Platycercis Hpniis, Leadh. in Proc. of Zool. Soe., Part V. p. 8

received from the distriet of Moreton Bay a beautiful Parrakeet, of
This r-c[wi_-]nu:u, the only one I have seen, is the most

for while on the one hand it exhibits

I~ the year 1837 Mpr. Joln Leadbeater
e Plate 1s a rvpruwntulinn.
that has ever come under my notice 3
be merely a diseased variety

which the um'mnp:m}il
singular and anomalons bird
which would lead one to believe it to
its markings to w

many features of some other species,
on the other there is sufficient decision in some of
the decided mark of white at the base of
that in the }'1':1|ih1‘1|‘i state of
bird EL[I]}rl_Irl{']ll'= maturity, and

arrant the opinion ihat it 15 distinct 3

the prim'ru'ii:-.a and secondaries, and to the

[ allude ]r:n'lirul;n'l}' to
-coverts of the wing : it 18 true most of the other
of white, but it is thrown ofl' as the
As 1 have mentioned above,
until when its specifie value must

white mark on the under
Platycerci the same parts have a faint mark
as in the specimen here fgured.
doubtless lead to the discovery of others,
wrly allied to the Platycerci e imins and splendidus.
Museum of the Zoolozical Society

is never so distinet only one specimen has yet
been seen ; future research will
remain a matter of uncertainty. It is most ne:
1 which my figures wer
Jolin Leadbeater.

eump, breast and under
1 umr-_;in-;-:l with interming

The example fron o taken adorns the of London,

to which 1t was prru_‘urvt! by Mr.

Crown of the head, ear-coverts, 1 cheeks white ;
back black in the centre, ant
imaries and socondaries white @

four middle tail-feathe

curface of the body scarlet 3
led scarlet and yellow; middle of the
broad and decided band, and

the remainder white at

feathers of the
t the hase, forming a very

rs washed with scarlet,
bill vellowish horn-colour ; feet dark brown.

wing deep blue ; pr
tertiaries green ;
radually fading nto white at the tip
{ the natural size.

brown at the tip;

the base, and then blue, &
ird in two |mﬁiﬂum 0

The figures represent the b
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PLA'l YCERCUS BROWN 11, Vie. and Iorsf.
' Brown's Parrakeet.
Psittarus Brownii, Temm. in Linn. Trans., vol, xiii. p. 119.
Psittacus venustus, Kuhl, Nov. Acta, vol, x. p. 52,
Browi's Parrol, Lath. Gen. Hizt., vol. il. | 1 a5, . "

L] T . . HARTL, . STk i i
/ f.fr!:l.f.'.r:r.lr.\ Jroinined, Vi, and Horsl m Lanm. Frans., viol, xv. P 289 L P 1. Paitt j.] a0
JUT”-‘H'”"”-"-"l' r .-"L||I1'|'iﬂlllh'-- af Port Fssineton,

."\'“”rﬁr_,l .I”Hr,r'.l'.-f_ H.-q.:_r]| 1= at ’.1;|'||.l|

Tuis 18 a very abundant -51u-:":r-. on the northern and north-western coast of Australia, inhabiting grassy
meadow-like land and the edges of swamps, mostly fectling on the ground upon the ceeds of grasses and other
plants, sometimes single or in pairs, hut more I'L':-qlwnt!} iy families of from ten to twenty in number. It
frequently utters a rapid succession of double notes resembling ¢ frin-se prinese.” Its flight is low, somewhat
n|'|p'!|! and zirzag, <eldom farther ||11'n1m1u'n'1i than from tree to tree. H]u!:-i|m-||= of this bird miven me bv iy
{riends ll‘;|1-|.:;'|n Girey andd Mr. Bynoe from the north-west coasl differ somewhat in plumage from those killed
on the Cobourg Peninsula, the concentric bands on ihe breast are much finer, the extreme margins only
of the feathers being black : 1 have one specimen also with the whole of the crown of the head of a deep
blood-red, and others with more or less of this colonr. That this kind of plumage is unusnal is proved by
the fact of numerous specimens from Port Essington not exhibiting it, and had 1 not scen others from the
north-west with black crowns (with the exception of the band across the forehead), 1 should have regarded
as specific what I now look upon as a mere local variety, or p:rnr»':hl}' a very old hird.

This beautiful -I|M'L'ir.*- has been named after Dr. Robert Brown, as a just tribute of respect for the hich
rrpumﬁnn he has attained as a seientific botanist.

Crown of the head, lores and ear-coverts deep black : cheeks spnow-white, bounded below with blue s
breast and rump 1::1h: }':-.Huw, oach feather m']i'_f;hll_'-.' fringed with hlack @ feathers of the back deep hlack, with
a broad margin of pale j.'vﬂuw; wing-coverts, outer webs of the cecondaries and base of the En"nu:n":!w rich
blue, inner webs of the primaries and secondaries deep black : under tail-coverts <carlet » centre tail-feathers
eareen af the base, ||m.~:~'i1|l_y into blue on the margins and at the tip lateral feathers deep blue at the base of
the ounter webs, brown at ihe base of the inner webs, and then pale blue terminating in white, with black

shafts 3 irides blackish brown : bill light horn-colour, 1!i1~-iltu' into blue at the hase : lees and feet hlackish

brown.
Young birds are imilar in colour, but have all the markings dull and indistinets as the individual

-1|1pm'u'hu-' to maturity the breast becomes orpamented with a number of crescent-shaped markings of black
L} i - s J

and pale vellow, and as the bhird advances in aege the vellow inereases o extent and the black nearly

disappears. | |
The three ficures in the Plate represent two males and a female ; the trn|r.-'-|_:1|-1n-u[lr:1 bird drawn from @

.- 1 - 4 I o i I o .1‘1-".- " ]
upvvinu-n collected on the north-west coast, and the other male from onc 1"”“”“1 at Port Essington 3 they

are all of ihie natural S1ZE.
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PLATYCERCUS PILEATUS, V-
Red-capped Parrakeet.

Platycercus pileatus, Vie. in Zool. Journ., vol. v. p. 974 —Lear's 111, Psitt., pls. 21 and 22.—Wagl. Mon. Psitt. in
Abhand., pp. 491 and 528. = it

Psittacus purpureocephalus, Quoy ef Gaim. Voy. de I’Astrolabe, pl. 22.

Djak-rail-bur-tang, Aborigines of the lowland districts of Western Australia.

Blie Parrot of the Colonists.

age from every other species of the

Pnw Platyeercus pileatus differs so much in the colouring of its plum
in the form and

as to render it one of the most remarkable yet discovered ;

areat family of Parrots,
true Platyeerc, and it will probably be

of its bill there 1s also a remarkable deviation from the

siructure
dﬁptu{] to some a-r-'pm:iul purpose, in which case this

hereafter found that this modification of its form 1s a
type of a separate genus; in the
1 the genus in which it was lnl:wv{l by Mr.

bird might with propriety constitute the ahsence, however, of all informa-

tion ri:rapm'!lng._[ its habits and economy, I ]wcﬁ:r retaining it 11
Vigors, its first describer.

The Red-capped Parrakeet is an inhabitant of Western
over the country from King George's Sound to the northern limits of the colony.
on the ground, but upon what particular kind of food it subsists has not been
nds over the months of October, November and December. The
e is the place usually chosen by the female for the reception
about an inch and an cighth long by

Australia, where it is rather numerously dispersed
[t is usually seen in

emall families feeding
ascertained. The breeding-season exte
hollow dead branch of a gum- or mahogany-tre
of her eggs, which are milk-white and from seven to nine in number,
of an inch broad, The young during the first year of their existe
the hues which characterize the adult are pvrvu;mtihlu at almost any age.

the males, neither are they so large or so0 gracefully formed.

is not of lo-g duration, nor is

seven-eighths nece are of nearly uniform
agreen; at the same time,
The females are never so finely marked as
The flight of this species, although swift, it characterized by those un-
dulating sweeps commnon to the other members of the genus Platycercus.

a sharp clucking note, several times rcpcntotl, in which respect it also offers a marked differ-

Its voice 1s
from the other I atycerei.

ence
nape deep maroon red ;

Forehead, crown and
neck ; back, scapularies and
e of the outer

cheeks vellowish green, becoming more yellow on the sides

oreater wing-coverts deep green ; romyp j,muiuil-}'ullmv; edge of the

bs of the primaries rich deep blue
vent and under tail-coverts scarlet s
deepening nto black at the tip and crossed by indistinet bars of
passing into black on their inner webs, and into pale blue
remity of the feather, and fading into white at the

of the ;
remainder of the

shoulder,

prim:uriuf- and the sec

{wo centre tail-feathers }'ulhm'ish arecl,

a darker tint 3 lateral feathers green at their base,
coming blue towards the ext

both webs be
bill horn-colour ; legs and feet dull brown.

adult male and female of the natural size.

.ximriunf: wing and b

andaries deep hlack : breast and abdomen blue 3

on the outer,
tip 3 irides dark brown:

The Plate represents an







PSEPHOTUS HAEMATOGAST ER, Goua.

Crimson-bellied Parrakeet.

! u g { ¥ - . F '
! l"r.lf_-,-'- ereis he inatogasier, Gould in Proe. of Zool. oo, Part V, | LA 4

Thwis species of Parrakeet is an inhabitant of the mterior of New South Wales, where it frequents the
borders of the rivers Namoi and Darline : in all probability its range extends far to the northward = but. so
far as is yet known, it has never been found in Southern or Western Australia ; I met with it in tolerable
abundance in the neichbourhood of the Lower Namoi, where it appeared to give a decided preference
to those parts of the plains which were of a loose mouldy character, and with which the colour of its back
so closely assimilates as to be scarcely distinguished from it. Like the other members of the family, it is
mostly observed in small flocks, and occasionally in pairs, feeding upon the seeds of the various srasses
abounding on the plains. It is only when the bird after a short flight alights on the branches. that the
h]l]L‘Hlii[i scarlet of the !Jl..'”_'l.', relieved |r}' the :n.'l'“r}'-'n' of ’rlw .‘--I[]{".*._ 15 seen to .'|r]1.'.'|1|r.|:'l': when thus seen,
however, it is a truly beautiful ohject, and is scarcely excelled by any other species of the gronp.,

[ did not ascertain any particulars respecting its nidification, but we may easily suppose that it breeds in
the districts above mentioned, as I met with it there in the heieht of the summer.

The male has the forehead and face ultramarine blue: erown of the head. upper surface, sides of the
neck and the chest greyish olive-brown, washed with yellow on the rump and upper tail-coverts ; lesser
wing-coverts mingled verditer-green and blue; greater coverts rich reddish chestnut ; basal half of the
external webs of the primaries and secondaries, and edge of the wing rieh indigo-blue ; under surface of the
shoulder light indigo-blue ; inner webs and tips of the primaries dark brown; apical half of the external
web of the primaries fringed with grey; two centre tail-feathers light olive-green, passing into deep blue at
the tip; the remainder deep blue at the base, largely tipped with white, the blue gradually blending with
the white on the external web ; upper part of the abdomen and flanks primrose-yellow ; centre of the abdo-
men and under tail-coverts erimson-red ; irides dark brown ; nostrils and feet mealy brown ; hill horn-
colour.

The female differs in being smaller, and in being much less brilliant in all her markings.

The figures represent the two sexes the size of life,
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PSEPHOTUS PULCHE RRIMU S, Gould.
Beautiful Parrakeet.

Platyeercus pulcherrimus, Gould in Ann. and Mag, of Nat. Hist., vol. xv. p.o 114,

Tue graceful form of this new Parrakeet, combined with the extreme brillianey of its plumage, render it
one of the most lovely of the Psittacide yet discovered ; and in whatever light we regard it, whether
as a beautiful ornament to our cabmets, or a desirable addition to our aviaries, it 1s still an object of no
ordinary interest,

[ regret to say that little is at present known respecting it, further than that it is one of the novelties that
has rewarded My, Gilbert's rescarches in New South Wales 3 the upland grassy plains of the east coast of
Australia being the loeality m which it was first discovered, and which is in fact the only part of the country
wherein it has as yet been found. The specimens procured were shot on the Darling Downs, where it
was observed in small families feeding on the seeds of grasses and other plants growing on the plains; the
stomachs of those examined were fully distended with grass seeds exclusively.

The sexes, like the gulmmlily of the Psittacide, are much alike ; but the female, although similarly
marked, is much less brilliant and somewhat smaller than her mate.

Band across the forehead half an inch in breadth, scarlet, fading around the eyes, lores and cheeks into
pale lemon-yellow, which again gradually blends with the green of the under surface s crown of the head
and nape-blackish brown ; sides of the neck to the shoulders verdigris-green with yvellowish reflexions ; back
areyish brown ;3 rump and upper tail-coverts verditer-blue, the longer coverts with a band of black at their
[;Hll‘l"!l]t[: tip ; primaries and secondaries black edged with blnish green: shoulders with a spot of rich ver-
milion : under wing-coverts and edges of the pinions verditer-blue ; two middle tail-feathers olive-brown
at the base, }4‘1‘;1{1!::;1]}* passing into greenish blue at the tip with olive reflexions ; the three outer ﬁrulh?ra
on each side with a narrow zigzag band of black at about half their length from the base, then greenish
blue to the tip, the mner webs fading into white near the extremity ; throat a.qu r:hv.-;i.‘ yellowish emerald-
areen, cach feather tipped with verditer-blue : middle of the breast and the sides verditer-blue ; abdomen
;'1|1:i under tail-coverts scarlet; irides dark brown ; bill horn-colour, becoming blackish grey at the base;
legs and feet }.'l:'lim-.'ish brown.

The higures are of the natural size.
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PSEPHOTUS MULTICOLO R.
Many-coloured Parrakeet.

Peittacis mt tienlor. Temm. in L f : r ' : : T
cittaens multicalor, Temm. 1n Linn. Trans,, vol. xnt. 1. 119.—Kuhl, Consp. Psitt. n Nova Acta, vol. x. p. 99.

i |JJ'.:|"-"r J”--'.l rof, E. :|.=I. Lritll. “;."\-r..1 'HI].. Ili.. |_]. 152,
Platycereus mitliicolor, Vig. and Horsf, in Linn. Trans., vol, xv. p. 283.— Wael, Mon. Peitt. in Abhand., vol. i. p. 528.

cies 1s strictly an inhabitant of the interior of Australia, being found on the banks of the Lachlan,

according to ihe label attached to the r-]w:-'suw
]1:-:1;1:.' allied to P. hamatonolis, Lut differs from

which ornament the head,

Tis spe
Murray and Darling, and
bourhood of the Pink Hills. Itis a true Psephotus and is ¢
of the enus in the patches or bands of colour
If, and of which no information has been given by

n in the Svdney Vuseum, the neigh-

that and every other .-i|1l‘L"I.l.‘..-
wings and ramp; it is a species [ did not meet with myse
visited its native wilds = consequently nothing whatever is known of its habits antl
i to be found in {ew collections.

this bird ; some Cdividuals having the band across

those tragellers who have
economy ; it 15 still a rare Lird, @

Much variation 1s found to exist in the colouring of
t yellow, w hile in others the same
yalders sulphur-y ellow : nnder tail-coverts
dark green, and reddish chestout
yor, and the under wing-coverts rich deep blue:

the wing-coverts brieh part is tinged with red.

The adolt male has the forehead and shi
vellowish green,

citron-yellow 3 rump
crossed by three distinet bands of occiput reddish

'|u"|.m;n'1u_-a, secondaries andl .almr'mu_-\ Wi
dle tail-feathers blue; the outer ones bluish green,

the four middle ones, crossed by @
browns legs wooil-

chestnut 3 base of the

lower part of the abdomen and thighs scarlets mid
yassing into very pale blue at their tipss3 Al the tail-feathers, except
) grass-green bill horny

hand of black near the base; cemainder of the plumage deey

bhrown.
The female is attired in

vellowish brown, and only an indic

o similar style of colours, but 1s much less brilliant, has the throat and breast
ition of the bands on the oceiput and wing-coverts.

The Plate represents the two sexes of the nataral size.
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PSEPHOTUS HAMATO NOTUS, Gould
R ed-backed Parrakeet.

Platyeeres heewnalonaling, Gould in Proc. of Zool. Soc., Part V. 1B 151 : and mn Syn. Birds of \ustralia, Part &%

Piis species habits the mterior ol the south-eastern division ol the Australian contiment it 1s abundantly

ill.\lll'-‘l"-t'ﬂ aver the Liverpool Plains, and all the open country 1o the northward as far

as 1t has vet been

1-\.]:5||I':-:l: ¢ also inhabits similar tracts of country in South Australia; on the 1r];1'|1|- aronnd Adelaide it 15

seldom seen, but as the iraveller advances towards the interior every suceeeding mile brings him m contact

with it in greater numbers. It is more [requently seen on the ground than among the trees s and it evidently
oives o decided preference to open orassy valleys 1 the naked erowns of hills, than to the wide and .':'Imua.r
boundless [11”;'!'- During winter i associates in flocks, VAFYINg from twenty to a hundred in number, which
trip nimbly over the eronnd in search of the ceeds of grasses and other plants, with which the erops of many
that were shot were found to be distended.  In the early morning, and not unfrequently in other parts of
the day, T have often seen hundreds perched toeether on some leafless limb of a Eucalyptus, sittine in close
arder along the w Lole leneth of the Lranch, until hunger 1:1'{11“[5!1-4E them to descend to ithe feeding-oround,
or the ;I'i!'|b1‘l11wh of a hawk or other enemy caused them to disperse. Their movements on the around are
characterized by much grace and activity, and although assembled in one great mEss running over the
eround like Plovers, they are cenerally mated 1n pu'n'w,—- _a fact casily ascertained by the difference in the
colouring of the sexes the rich red mark on the ramp of the male npiu'urin-_f, as the bright sun shines upon
it, hike a spot of fire.

In the manner of its flocking and the situations it frequents, this bird is directly interm diate between
the members of the genera J";'r.f‘.wfrr«mrf and Platycercus s the same remark holds good also with respeet 1o its
form and structure; this fact, however, I have pn'lnlvd out in the observations on the genus, and it 18
therefore unnecessary to repeat the details here.

This bird has a 1:11.*:1*]11-_: whistling note, alimost :1|1||1|‘n'rw11'|n'_;' to a song, which 15 '|I|H'.H'L'1|. forth both while
pvrt-hiug on the branches of ihe trees and while flying over the plains. On the al|!1n'x'rrwl! of the breeding-
season it retires nto the forest and separatcs mto p:llil.'.--'. the egws, which are white and five or <ix In
number, eleven lines long by eieht and a half lines hiroad, are :h*pn.-hmi without any nest in the spouts anid
hollows of the gum-trees.

Crown of the head, back of the neck, cheeks and chest emerald-green, W hich is lightest on the forehead
and cheeks 3 hack brownish green: rump searlet 3 fip and under surface of the shoulder, Spurious wing,
and the outer edee of the hasal half of the p]';llni!l'-ll'w rich ultramarine blue: the blue of the shoulder above
h‘:l‘-*-'.llll_" into :-n'|1=!|m!'—j~".5||1n1-'-_. and forming a conspicuous spot of the latter ru'lnlm' i1 the centre of the
shoulder 3 greater anel lesser wing-coverts and secondaries bluish greens; upper tail-coverts and two centre
tail-feathers green, passing iuto blue towards the tip, which is blackish r'|n‘un';] : t'l‘u: remainder of the r'r:|.'|]-
feathers green the base, aradually !1:t--i||l-s_',' into delicate grevish white on the mm-rl u'f_'hn. and the tips s
centre of the abdomen }:-Hm'-.': thighs dull bluish green; under tail-coverts ;__I'!'L'}'ihh white 5 bill horn-colour 3
et brown s irides pale hrown. ; . ‘ 5

The voung male of the year differs from the adult in having those parts delicate L'.'I"L'l‘11li‘-1l grey which m
the l::l1‘ut' qre emerild-green s in hemng destitute of the red colourmg of the rump, and of the :.'{:Huu' on the

i . 1ot the bases of the sec daries and some of the primaries white.
centre of the abdomen 3 and in having the bases of the secondat al i

The Plate |'L"|=r|--|'i:l= a male and female of the natural sizes
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EUPHEMA CHRYSOSTOMA, wagt
_ al.
Blue-Banded Grass-Parrakeet.

Yol : r ' : SEE

Psiltacus r!a;g.#rm‘ru?ﬂfs.'. Kuhl, Consp. Psitt. in Nova Acta, vol. x. p. o8 pl. 1
?I- : 3 . I o ! I e " N ihm % - - .
Psitiacus venustus, Temm. m Linn. Trans., vol. xiii. p. 121

Blue-banded Parrakeet, Lath. Gen. Hist., vol. 1. p. 188,

, : Nanodes venusiusg, Vig. and Horsf. in Linn, Trans., val. xv. p. a74.—Sclby, Nat. Lgh. Parrots, p 172 p!l 27
: : . s g . WV, isil. Lgh. L s, P bis, v ] —
Vs T-«Ih ph. Cont. of Shaw's Yool.. vol. xiv. p. 115, pl. 14. Swainsallass of Birds, vol. it 1. 305.—
] Gould, Syn. Birds of Australia, Part L1 . L
_J'-,'.uj,-,."a.«-”m chrysostoma, Wael. Mon. I in Abhand., vol. 1. pp. 492; a4, gl 707

].||1.-1 bird is o summer |'v-lulrm 1 Van Diemen’s Land, arriving in September andl departing aain. i
|'t'ht'l|illl‘j-' and March.  During its sojonrn it takes up ‘s abode in such open and thinlyv-timbered localities
as are favourable for the arowth of various kinds of grasses, upon the ceeds of which it almost solely subsists.
Among the places mw hich 1 observed it to be most abundant were Bruni Island, Sandy Bay i,,;lt“.mu1,.h.
adjoining Hobart Town, New Norfollk, Spring Hill in the interior, the hanks of the 'I';.Lmzu‘,_ and u;|
Flinder's 1sland in Bass's Straits. Al Spring Hill, in the month of January, it was more numerous
and congregated i larger flocks than in any other locality I had visited, Hi:l_'h.ta being constantly passing
hackwards and forwards from the hills to the margins of some cultivated lands from which 111u-('rn'n had
recently been carried, the borders of which not havine been disturbed were clothed with abundance of
CTISSeS in full sced. A great number of those seen here and at Flinder's I<land were young birds which
were tloubtless coneresating previous to their autumnal migration 3 the direction they take, or the conmtry
they pmrwa to, is sfill a matter of uncertainty : i all |r1'n'|r;'.h1'|'|.1}' they pass directly northwards to -I:|II1:‘
part of the Australian continent, but I was unable to satisty m}'uvil' on this ]n:':m, or to obtain any decided

information |‘1'~l::lt'1in;{ them, and I never even saw the niwr."l.tw on the main land. j
The Blue-banded Grass-Parrakeet is one of the most beautiful and interesting of the Psittacida ;3 for
whether lu'rv.hﬂl on the small dead branches of a low bush, which it often is, or resting upon the stronger
arsSes, A4S 1'n-1n!'t'n~n-|1tv:1 ‘n the Plate, there is grace and elegance in all its actions. It runs over the eround
and threads its way among the erasses with the greatest Factlity, and 15 usually so mtent upon aathering the
|

coods, as to admit of your walking close up to a flock before it will rise s the whole will then get up stnnl-

tancously, attering at the same time a feeble ery and settling aeain at a short distance, or flving ofl to some
thickly-foliaged trec, where it sits for a time and then descends again fo the around.

lts flight s remarkably quick, and 1s 1u-|.'1'n|'1|wd - manner somewhat rosembling that of the Snipe 3

e wing the deep blue colouring of the shoulder forms a conspicuous contrast 10 the yellow and

while on th
areen of the body.
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clegant or heautiful pet can <earcely be conceived 3 and that it would thrive in this country 13 certain, as
[ had a hving l'\::lt!illi' in my ilvl!l-\[‘g-tiiu“ a few vears since which wis remarkably healthy and active.
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The figures are of the natural size.




EUPHEMA CHRYSOSTOMA, wagt
Blue-Banded Grass-Parrakeet.

Psittacus chirysostomus, Kuhl, Consp. in Psitt. in Nova Acta, vol. x. p. 58, pl. 1.
Psittacus venustus, Temm. in Linn, Trans., vol. xiii. p. 121,
Blne-banded Parrakeet, Lath. Gen, Hist., vol. il. p. 188,

Nanodes vennstus, Vie, and Horsf, in Linn. Trans., vol. xv. p. 274.—5¢by, Nat. Lih. Parrots, p. 172, pl. 27.—
Steph. Cont. of Shaw's Zool., vol. xiv. p. 118, pl. 15. .‘"~1.'.'r'r'|'|||\-. (lass of Birds, vol. ii. p. 305.-
Gould, Syn. Birds of Australia, Part 11.

Fuphema chrysostoma, Wael. Mon. Psitt. in Abhand., vol. 1. pp. 492, 5445 and 707,

Tirs bird is a summer resident - Van Diemen’s Land, arriving in September and departing again in
February and March.  During its sojonrn it takes up its aborde in such open and Ihirl.!}'-ﬁnllu-rl-fl localities
as are favourable for the arowth of various kinds of grasses, upon the seeds of which it almost solely subsists.
Among the places in which T observed it to be most Abundant were Bruni Island, Sandy Bay irs;nu-tliuh-lw
adjoining Hobart Town, New Norfolk, Spring Hill in the interior, the banks of the Tamar, and {1;1
Flinder's Islind in Dass's Straits. At Spring Hill, ‘v the month of January, it was more numerous
and congregated in lareer flocks than in any other locahty 1 had visited, flizhts being constantly ]Ji!h'-]”ﬂ.’
hackwards and forwards from the Lills to the margins of some cultivated lands from which the corn had
recently bheen carried, the horders of which not having been disturbed were clothed with abundance of
orsses 1 fll seed. A great number of those seen here and at Flinder's Island were young Lirds which
were doubtless congregating prm'inuﬂ to their autumnal migration ; the direction they take, or the country
they 1:1'1}1-m'1| tp, 1s still a matter of uncertainty : m all |bl'l]!lit1l1“1}' they pass directly northwards to some
part of the Australian continent, but I was unable to satisty m}'.arll' on this poeint, or to obtain any decided
information respecting them, and I never even saw the species on the main land.

The Blue-handed Giass-Parrakeet 1s one of the most beautiful and interesting of the Psittacida s Tor
whether pvrv'lwtl on the small dead hranches of a low bush, which it often is, or resting upon the stronger
orASSes, 48 t1~1:1'mv1|irl|| 1 the Plate, there is grace and elegance i all its actions. [t runs over the ground
and threads its way among the erasses with the greatest facility, andl is usually so intent upon aathering the
seeds, as to admit of your walking close up to a flock before 1 will rise ; the whole will then get up simul-
tancously, uttering at the same time a feeble ery and settling again at a <hort distance, or fving oll to some
1hiukh'-'l:ulinu'wi tree, where i cits for a time and then descends agam to the eround.

!’.1_~:PE'I'|-_51|.1 1 remarkably -.1L|'1:'L, and 15 |w1'l'n|'|.m~1l sia manner somewhat resembling that of the Snipe ;
while on the wing the deep blue colouring of the shoulder forms a conspicuous contrast to the yellow and
areen of the hnll}'. v
. The breeding-season is at its height in October and November ; the eoes, as 1 have been informed,
heing unsually deposited in the holes of the FEuealypti, but oceasionally in the hollow trunks of the fallen
trees @ they vary from five to seven in number, and are |w1'l1-f-t1}' white. : :

The sexes present 1o observable diflgrence ; It the young, like those of the Platyeerct, have the iflu
and nostrils of a delicate yellow, ile band on the forehead less conspicuous, . she lt:hmmgv. although with
the same tints as +1 the adult, much less brilliant in its colouring. '

Like nearly all the other members of the family, it 1s t':*]'“i']'" of perlect domestication, and a more

i~ .- - T e Yo g oz O 5y as
clegant or heautiful pet can scarcely be conceived ; and that 1t would thrive in this country 1s certain, as
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PLATYCERCUS ADELA ID1 A, Gould.
Adelaide Parrakeet.

Platycercus Adelaidie, Gould 1n Proc. of Zool. Soc., Part VIIL p. 163.
Pheasant Parral, Colonists of Sonth Aust ralin .

Pirs heautiful Platycereus is a aative of South Australia, and from the cireumstance of my having procured
come of my finest -‘|n'¢-'|nu~m in the very streets of that embryo city, 1 have heen iut!ur:wl to wive it the
specific name of Adelaidice. In all i]]'”hil.huh:f the bird may i a few years be looked for in vain in the
«uburbs of this rapidly inereasing settlement, as it is too large a species and possesses too many attractions
to remain unmolested 3 indeed it is even now much iu-rwwuh-il and destroyed by the In-".'v.'i\'-:ﬂ'l‘.l‘-l‘.li emigrants,
who kil it either for mere sport or for the table; for, like the other Platycerci, all of which feed on grass-
:-'-i.'l:i]lh'~ 1 '|-\ h'.\li‘l'”l"lll '.'LHi.ILu',

The Platycercus At Jaidie at first caused me considerable perplexity from its close similarity in some
stawres of its plumage to the P. Pennantii; as in that species the plumage of the young for the first season 15
wholly green, which colouring eradually gives place to red on the head, rump, and upper surface, the sca-
pu'lurh'n and back feathers beine margined with the same hue, a character of plumage which soon disappears
and eives place to dull yellow on the flanks and olive-yellow on the upper surface, the .~L':11H|'|:1r'|t-x and
back feathers in the mature dress being edged with 1-.'141:11.\'141 buff and violet. It was only by killing at
least a hundred examples n all their various stages of plumage, from the nestling to the adult, that I
was cnabled to determine the fact of ‘ts heing a new and distinet species. 1n all its dimensions it 1s less
than the Pennantian.

[ found the present ~.~'|u:{'iv:-i plvmil'u'l on the banks of the viver Torrens, ihroughout its whole eourse,
as well as over all the low grassy hills between that river and the Murray. [t was in winter that [ visited
this lmrtiun of Australia, when [ found the adults assoctated 1 small groups of from six to twenty in
qumber. While near the coast between Holdfast Bay and the Port of Adelaide, the young it the green
dress were assembled in flocks of hundreds ; they were grnm'nﬂ}' on the ground i search of orass-seeds,
and when so0 occupied would admit of a near nlnpru:wh: when flushed they merely flew up to the branches
of the necarest tree: it is impossible to conceive anything more beautiful than the ssine of a flock of
adults, spreading out their beautiful broad blue tails and wings, ahich elittering in the sun presented @
really magnificent spectacle.

The note is @ loud, piping whistle.

The fully adult male has the crown of the head, lores, cides of the neck, Lreast and centre of the abdomen
; jo Into dull yellow on the flanks ; cheeks and wing-coverts light lazuline blue 3 lu"lm:l.r'uu: deep

searlet, p;l.-:r»'n . |
back of the neck dull vellow 3 back hlack, each feather margined

blue, passing into black at the extremity ; :
with vellowish bull, some of the marginations tineed with blue, others with scarlet ; rump and upper tail-
dull greenish yellow, the latter sometimes tinged with <carlet 3 two centre tail-feathers ereenish blue 3

coverts : £
aradually becoming lighter autil almost white at the tip; irides hrown 3

the remainder deep hlue at the base,
bill horn-colour : feet greyvish brown.
The figures are those of an adult and an immature bird, in course of change from the green plumage to

il adult ilress of the patural S{Ze.







RUPHEMA BOU RKII
Bourke’s Grass-Parrakeet.

Nanodes Bourkii, Miteh, Australian I'len'dhi.nna. vol. 1. p. xviil.

Fou a knowledge of this new species of Grass-Parrakeet, the seientific world 1s ndebted to Major Sir L BT
Mitehell, who discovered it on the banks of the River Bogan, durine one of his expeditions into the interior
of New South Wales. It 1s lh‘il'1iL'1|!i!I'1}' teresting, as exhibiting, in the erescentie form of the markings on
the back, an approach to the style of colouring observable in the single species of the wenus Melopsittacus
(M. undulatus); at the same time, in its structure it so closely assimilates to the {form of the wenus Luphema,
that I have been induced to place it in that group.

It must be recarded as a bird of the greatest rarity, sinee I did not meet with it during my own expe-
dition, nor could I gain any nformation whatever respecting ity it s herefore another of those \ustralim
birds to which 1 would direct the attention of the travellers who may hereafter visit the ‘nterior, of which
it will doubtless prove to be a denizen.  The two examples obtained by Sir T, L. Mitehell are Iln-ijn-]ln-d in
the Musenm at Sydney, and from them the accompanying ficures were taken.

Band across the forchead, shoulders above and heneath, cecondaries and base of the primaries deep blue 3
flanks and under tail-coverts turquoise-blue 3 all the upper curface dark olive-brown, the feathers of the
wings edged with greyish white; centre of the abdomen almon-red ; cheeks and emainder of the under
*.-'»I.Ii"[l‘iii_'l' brown, strongly tinged with calmon-red 3 six middle tail-feathers deep brown, the external webs
tineed with blues the three outer ones on each side brown at the base, with their external webs blue and
the tips white ; bill dark horn-colour 3 legs hrown.

The figures are of the natural si7e.
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MELOPSITTACUS UNDULATUS.

Warbling Grass-Parrakeet.

Psittacus undulatus, Shaw, Nat. Mise., pl. 673.—Kuhl, Consp. Psitt in Nova Acta, &c., vol. X
Undulated Parrot, Lath. Gen. Hist., vol. 1. p. 179, pl. xxvi. S g 2
Li;rrh:hn‘t-ri Parrakeet, Psittacus undulatus, Shaw, Gen. Zool., vol. viil. p. 469
Nanodes undulatus, Vig. and Horsf, in Linn. Trans,, vol. xv. p. 27?.-—3:;11'}b{1.1 Cont. of Shaw’s Gen. Z 1., vol. Xiv
1 p. 119.—Lear's 111 Psitt., pl. 13.—Selby, Nat. Lib., Parrots, p. 181 p-l. 19 . e
Euphema undulata, Wagl. Mon. Psitt. in Abhand., &c., pp. 493, 545, and 707. Sl

Clanary Parrol, Colonists.

Betcherrygah, Natives of Liverpool Plains.

.-"L_\ll:nn the mntnvrun- members of the family of Parrots inhabiting Australia, this lovely little bird is pre
1-ul1|u‘1'n1 |.u1|1||. for '|n~:mj:- of plumage and clegance of form, which, together with ‘s extreme cheerfulness
of disposition anil .~~||:1'5f_-]a1'|':|u~»~ of manner, render it an vr-'lu-r'ml vourite with all who have had an
upimrtunit}' of seeing it alive. This animated l].il"]]'.h‘-'lllil!'ll is 18 CONspICuous i confinement ae in its native
wilds : @ pnlr now hefore me are in exuberant health after having braved ihe severities of a passage 1o
this country by wary of Cape Horn m the midst of winter.

The first notice of this species was pnhlirzhvrl by Dr. Shaw in his Naturalist's Miseellany,” and until
lately, o single r-iu-vi::':vli. forming part of the eolleetion of the Linnean Society, was the iml'; one known 3
more recently, however, numbers have heen atdded to our MSES, and the bird ‘< now far from heinge
searce. In all 5.~|.'x.=h'.'.11'11.11:. it 1s wenerally :1'!:<pvr:-u:d over the central parts of Australias but is so exclusively
an habitant of the vast inland plains, or, if T may so call it, basin of the interior, that it 1s rarely ‘-I.'!'I'.'.
hetween the mountain-ranges and the coast. In the whole sputhern pur!luu of the continent 't is strictly
migratory, ;Lliiir;n‘inu in large flocks m r-]1|"!1n'.1;~_ when the t_',1'.'1*~.~'.-.~'-1_-vt|ra are 1'1‘-'“1"11”L and retiring acain after
the Dbreeding-season is over to more pnorthern latitudes. My friend (':Llsiuiu Qrurt, i one of his letters,
dated at Adelaide, Qouth Australia, informs me, that « The Scolloped Parrakeets,” the name aiven to these
hirds in that part of the country, = arc (ol i vast flocks in the interior, and muake their appearance here
ahout October, !'anv.'ilm_:; each other in fhiehts like Starlings, in company with the little (rested Parrot
(_\:f;,njfﬁirw.-: Novee-Hollandie ) holding a due north and south course. The flight of hoth 15 very rapid,
and although an interval of half an hour may elapse, they all wend theirway in the same direction.  Whencee
come they 27"

On arriving at Brezi, to the north of Liverpool Plains, in the beginning of December, 1 found |;=}'~--I|1' ST
rounded by numbers, breeding in all the hollow spouts of the large Fucalypti bordering the Mokai 3 and on
crossing the plains hetween that river and the Peel, in the direction of the Turi Mountain, 1 saw them n
flocks of many Lundreds feeding upon the orass-sceds that were there abundant.  So numerots were they,
that 1 determined to encamp on the spot, in order to observe their liabits and procure specimens. The
nature of their food and the excessive heat of these |1'lniu.-; compels them i‘rmlurnt]}' to seek the water:
hence my camp, which was lsitrhud pear some small puulr-._ was constantly «yrrounded by laree numbers,
ne from twenty to @ hnndred or more. The hours at which they were most NUMerous

Arriving in flocks varyl
v down to drink, they

were early in the morning, and some {ime bhefore dusk in the evemng. Before gon
e, setthing towether m clusters, gometimes on the dead branches, and at others

alight on the neichbouring tre
oht and rupld, and 15 s:un[-rnﬂ:.' aceom-

on the drooping hougehs of the Eucalypti. Their flight 18 remarkably stral
when sitting motionless among ihe leaves of the
with difficulty

1:.’11ﬁm1 by a sereeching noise. During the heat of _1lu~ dav,

aum-trees, thevy =0 closely assimilate in colour, p:u‘iirulnrly on the breast, that they are

Iii“t'{'il'd.

It is known that migratory birds after a time forsake the districts they hiave been aecustomed to frequent,

and resort 10 others where they had searcely ever before been seen: 1M confirmation of this view, 1 may staté,

es had never hefore ohserved this .'-11-'.'L'il_’..~' in the districts where
tliere was this vear scarcely one

that the patiy [ found it sO abundant 3
1l » s

while on the lower Nannol, where formerly they had been very [Umeros,
Ly L fn!lluL

T | are EL'I!L‘[‘H'“\'
The hreedimg-se . \

ason.Js at its helght in December, and by ihe end of the month the young

themselves they then assemble in vast flichts, |1rvpummr}' to their greal migratory

i'ill]ilhh‘ of |_u'm"n‘|in: {ur . . hts, | - greatinl
white, nine lines long by seven lines in diameter,

movement. The eggs are three or four in number, pure
and are tivl-.miu-{l i the holes antd spouts of the gum-frees without any nest- ; ol M
The beauty and interesting nature of this little bird naturally made me anxious to hrmg.u_mm ving
: d birds, and kept them alive for some fime ;3 but the

yrly capt ared about twenty fully fledge
, able to afford them

iravelling n a new country rendering 1t impractic
My brother-in-law, M. Charles Coxen,
esented me with four, TWO of which,

examples 3 I accordis
difficulties necessariy attendant upon
n'?qu'm-tl, [ regret to say the whole were lost.
ed in rearing ceveral, kindly pr

the attention they
who resides on the Peel, having succeed




as before mentioned, have reached England in perfect health.
possibly be imagined 5 for, independently of their highly
other members of their family that 1 am acquainted with,

As cage-birds they are as inferesting as ean
ornamental appearance, they differ from all the
n having a most animated and pleasing song ; he-

siddes which, they are constantly billing, cooing, and feeding each other, and assuming every possible variety

ol graceful position.  Their inward warbling song, which cannot be deseribed, is unceasingly poured fortl,

from morn to night, and is even continued lnrullr_rlmul the night if they are placed in a room with lights, and
where an animated conversation is carried on.

In a state of nature they feed exclusively upon grass-seeds, with which their crops are always found
crammed : in confinement they thrive equally well upon canary-seed.

The sexes are precisely alike in the colouring and marking of their plumage, and gain their full livery in
about eight months, or at the second moult from the time of leaving the breeding-place.

The young are distinguished from the adults by the crown of the head, which is yellow in the adult,
bemng crossed by numerous fine bars of brown, by the absence of the deep blue spots on the throat, and hy
the irides being brownish grey.

The adults have the forehead and crown straw yellow 5 the remainder of the head, ear-coverts, nape,
upper part of the back, scapularies and wing-coverts pale greenish yellow, each feather ||."n'in_.f: a crescent-
shaped mark of blackish brown near the vxtrwuhy. these marks being numerous and mintute on the hfIm'
and neck 5 wings brown 3 the outer webs of the feathers deep green, margined with rreenish yellow ; face
and throat yellow, ornamented on each cheek with a patch of rich blue, below which are three eireular
drops or .H]:Luh of bluish black ; rump, upper tail-coverts, and all the under surface Iyrir_{}_n oreen ; Tn"n centre
tail-feathers blue ; the remaining tail-feathers rreen, erossed in the middle by an ﬂhlu;luf band of yvellow ;
irides straw white : nostrils bright blue in some, greenish blue and brown in others ; legs pale bluish lead
colour.

The figures represent an old and a young bird of the natural size.
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NYMPHICUS NOVA-HOLLANDIA, wagt
Cockatoo Parrakeet. 3

Psittacus Nova-Hollandie, Lath., Ind. Orn., vol. i. p. 102,—Gmel. Linn. vol. i. p. 323

Crested Parrakeet, Lath, Gen. Syn.,vol. i. p. 250.—Ib. Gen. Hist. ¥ al. il p.

Herd 174, No.88.—Shaw, Z ‘ol. viil 3
Paleornis Nove-Hollandiee, Lear, 111 Psitt. PL 27, | ke
Nymphicus Nova-Hollandie, Wagl.,, Mon. Psitt. in Abhand. &e., pp. 490 and 522.—Sclb., Nat Lil ko)
e 4 ) I : : : . = H i - P ay svill. Lall)., YoOl, ¥l
b Parrots, p. 186, Pl 30.—G. R. Gray, List of Gen. of Birds, 2nd Edit.. p. 66.
Leptolophus auricomis, Swains. Zool. I 2nd Ser. PL 112,—1Ib. Class. of Birds, vol. ii. p. 305

Calopsitta Guy, Less., Tl Zool. ¥ol. iii. 2nd sp., PL. 112, female.

.1 e Ilmw-""' portion of the vast continent of Australia may be said to possess afauna almost peculiar to
itself, but of which our present knowledee is extremely limited.  New forms therefore of great interest
may he r.\'prrlwl when the difficalties which the explorer has to encounter in his journey towards the centre
shall be overcome. The heautiful and elegant bird forming the subject of the i""'“'”i Plate is oiie of its
denizens : 1 have it is true seen it cross the great mountain ranges and breed on the flats between them and
the sea s still this is an anusual oceurrence, and the few there found t'nnll“l"l'r! to the Ill.u'li-nu.t!- observed on
the !liil.I.H‘\ stretehing from the snterior side of the mountains, proves that they have as it were overstepped
their natural boundary.  lts range ¢ extended over the whole of the southern portion of Australia, and being
strictly a migratory bird, t makes a simultancous movement conthward to within one hundred miles of the
coast in September, arriving in the York district near Qwan River in Western Australia precisely at the
<ime time that it appears on the Liverpool Plains in the eastern portion of the country. After !.}t'L'E'iHllu'
andd rearing @ numerous progeny, the whole again retire northwards in February and March, but to what
deeree of latitude rowards the tropies they wend their way [ have not been able satisfactorily to ascertain.
I have never received it from Port Essington, or any other part the same latitnde, which, however, is no
1n'nnl' that it does not visit that part of the continent, since it 15 merely the country near the coast that has
yet been traversed 5 in all |11‘n1ml:i||i!:.' it will be found at a little distance in the interior, wherever there
are situations suitable to its habits, but doubtless at opposite periods to those in which it occurs in New
South Wales. It would appear to be more numerous in the eastern division of Australia than in the
western.  During the summer of 1830 it was breeding in all the apple-tree (Angophora) flats on the Upper
Hunter, as well as on all similar districts on the Peel, and other rivers which flow northwards.  After
the breeding-season '« over it congregates in smmense flocks before taking its departure. [ have seen
the ground quite covered by them while engaged ]u‘m:nrinp; food, and 1t was not an anusual eireum-
stance to see hundreds together on the dead branches of the cum-trees in ihe neiehbourhood of water,
i 1nh~uﬁl'u1 supply of which would appear to be essential to its existence s henee we may reasonably suppose
ihat the interior of the country is not so cterile and inhospitable as is ordinanly macined, and that it yet
may be made available for the uses of man. The Harlequin Bronzewing and the Warbling Grass Parrakeet
'.l'I‘L'I also denizens of that part of the country, and equally unable to exist without water.

The flight of the Cockatoo Parrakeet is even and casy, and is capable of being long protracted. When
roused from the ground it flies up ‘nto the nearest tree, almost invariably selecting a dead branch, upon
whieh 1t frvquunl‘lir |wr:~hv.-' lenethwise. I is by no means a shy bird, so that any number may be shot :
of its being excellent eating many are annually killed for the purpc
; . Dbled readily to procure the seeds of

from the circumstance ses of the table.
Lts form admirably adapts it for terrestrial progression, hience it 1s e
the various grasses, upon which it almost solely subsists. . _

As a cage-bird this species s particularly interesting, becoming readily :1|:nw-lu*:m-%i._|rln}'tlui.ullltl ANSIY,
The accompanying Plate is from a beautiful drawing made by Mr. Lear, from two living birds 1 the pos-
<ession of the Countess of VMounteharles.

(onsiderable Aiflerence exists in the plumage of the sexes, the tail-feathers of the male being entirely

destitute of (Lo transverse bars which adorn those of the other scx.
It breeds in the holes of gum and other trees -__rr{m'ilmr on the fl
one by three guarters of an inch broad.

r-coverts rich reddish orange ; back of the

ats and in the |:(~i::111:01|1‘1n:;:r{i of water.

The egys are white, five or six in number, one inch 1

The male has ihe forehead, crest and cheeks lemon yellow ;€
< hrownish grey ; back, shoulders,

jors and flanks being the
irides dark

gail-feathers, and the external margins of the prim:u-lv
s erevish chocolate brown, he shoult
. Jethwise down ihe centre of the WIng 3
mndible ; legs and feet bluish grey

||1.‘1.'L1. two centre
all the uniler surince antl outer I.'iﬂ-l‘l.':u'lll'l

darkests a W hite mark extends from the shoulders ler
arkest 3 i

-

. . s 1 i . o cide of the lower 1
blush lead-colour, lirhter on ihe under side of .
bill a4 dull olive }'L’“U'ﬂf. the

¢ colour of the face and crest being of 1
ish brown, and the back lighter than

wldle tail-feathers grey, the
with the exception of

hirowi ;3
The female differs from the male in th
coming still darker at its extremity; 1t havi

latter I
in the male: the lower part of the abdomen, upper 1

inder vellow, the whole rransversely ant
b of the outer feather on each side, wh
and a female of the natural size.

ye the throat grey
ail-coverts, yvellow s four m
| irregularly barred with lines of brown,
::ltl-l:julur we ich is pure vellow.

The Plate represents @ male
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PREZOPORUS FORMOSUS, 1
Ground Parrakeet.

o
Psittacus formosus, Lath. Ind. Orn., vol. 1. |
_ terrestris, Shaw, Mus, Lev., |

Perruche ingambi,

. 103.—Kuhl, Consp. Psitt, in Nova ‘Acta, vol. x. P 45
if : ). 217, pl. 53.—1b. Zool. of New Holl., pl. 3.—1b Tise.
Le Vaill, Hist, Nat. des Perr,, tom. 1. p. 66. pl. 32 : I
Black-spotted Parrakeet of Van Diemen’s Land, D' Entrecast "l.'m.'. ‘-'“‘1
Ground Parrot, Lath, Gen. Syn., Supp., vol. ii. ol &

Nat. Misc,, pl. 228.

i, p. 47. pl. x.

1B 26 —Shaw's Gen. Zool vol. viii 7 .
. 2 . . vol. v p. 4o =0 :
Hist., vol. i p. 137. p. 484. pl. 65. Lath. Gen.

Yernpor s JOr s H 3 'l 1
Pezoporus formosus, M. Prod., p. 201.—Vig. . Horsf, in Linn. Trans., vol. xv. p. 285 Wael, Mon. Psitt.
. . . . 28—V agl. - . o L P

Abhand., ppld90 and pags—SHing: Class. of Birds, vol iigpe0si—0. It Gya3 Gen. of Birds, 2nd
i Bl NRIR Sy Rbiets «ls, 2ni

Edit., p. 66.

—— rufifrons, Bourj. de¢ at, 11l Supp. to Le Vaill, Tlist. Nat. des Perr., pl. 9
Bot-rim-dur-idee, Ahorisines northward of Perth in Western Australia s g
.Uj.«rru.fnru.a-_-;.«r;--;':-f-, Ahoricines aronnd Perth,

Djul-hat-fa, Aboricines couthward of Perti.

Ky-loi-ing, \borizines of King Geore's Sound.
Gaolingnangy, Aborirnes near ‘.‘-'~1.,1!n1|~}. New South Wales.
Swamp Parrakeet, Coloni=ts of Van Dicmen’s Land.

CGround Parrakeet, Colonizts of New Sonth Wales and Western Australia.

Tae Ground Parrakeet 18 diffused over the whole of the southern purﬂmw of Australia, including Van Die-
men's Land, wherever localities exist suitable to its habits, and so far as 1 could learn, it is everywhere a
stationary speeics. It has never been observed in the northern latitudes of the continent, bat m.|r know-
ledee of the prmlm-l'um_-; of those parts of Australia 18 so very imperfect, that [ cannot positively affirm that
it does not exist there. Unlike some of the African members of 1ts family, which are inelezant in form and
slow and un;;r:u'vl'ul i their actions, the Pezoporus formosus is as active and oraceful as can well be
imagined 3 nd although in its colouring it cannot vie with some of its more gaudily attired brethren, it
possesses @ style of plumage and  diversity of markings far {rom nniﬂ{uuing. Having very frequently
vm'nuuhrrl.-[! it I a state of nature, I am enabled to state ihat in its actions it differs from every other Lnuu';l
.\l}t‘{'.lut‘:-i of its race, as it also does in its habits and cconomy, which I shall now attempt o deseribe.
Whether the power of pvrvhiug is entirely denied to it or not [ am uncertain, but T never saw it fly into i
tree, nor could I ever force it to take shelter on the branches. It usually frequents cither sandy sterile
districts coveret with tufts of rank grass and herbage, or low swampy flats abounding with rashes and the
other kinds of veetation pﬂ'uﬁur to such situations. It is cenerally observed either singly or in pairs, bt
from its very recluse habits and great powers of running it 18 seldom or cver seen antil it is flushed, anl
then only for a short time, as 1t soon ]ﬁlcimﬁ 11:__{111!1 and runs off to a phu;v of seclusion, often under the
covert of the Grass-tree {\,\'rrufﬁurr.-‘?aruj, which abounds n the districts it frequents. A striking analogy
in the forecoing habits to those of the Gallinacea and some of the iir;ﬂ'l:um'u-,—-:‘inipu_-:, &e., 1s very ap-
parent ; mn‘t.l A still further analogy to those tribes of birds is exhibited the manner of its crouching on
the uppruewh of danger and in the strong ceent it emits, which has many times caused my dogs to road it,
and point as dead as they would have 11:\::!1: had game Leen hefore them ; l_-{:11.~'u:{11||.:11t'|}'. when shooting over
swampy land in Anstralia, fhe sportsmat is never certan whether a pﬁrrukvut or a snipe will rise to the
point of his dog. It flies near the oround with great rapidity, frequently making ceveral zigzag, turns in the

Jhort distance of a hundred vards, beyond which it seldom passes without again pitching to the ground.

Its flesh is excellent, beng much more delicate in flavour than that of the snipe, and equalling, if not sur-

p'tu.inl-' that of the l!u;fﬂ. Iis white eggs, the number of which 1 could not ascertaln, are ﬂL’[JHbitHl on the
bare oround. | possess examj .
om various parts of Australias [ also ]n'o{'urcd both adults and young on

les of the young of all ages, from the egg to matuarity, some killed in Van

”it'lm'n'- and, and others I
Flinders 1<land, where I found the
The voung qesume the colouring of the adult at &

m breeding on the grassy p'!nin-; which cover the greater |Jur1'|.un of that

= 1 EI 1 Very l'."“l‘]".' aAce, hu'[ ”ll: SEXCE U"l."l' no {:-\'r'-.'flliil

T HiE : y ag

difference by which they ¢
Plumage of the whole of the upper curface dark

an be |li~‘n1n;'l.|i:a'lwﬂ.
grass-green, cacl: feather crossed by irregular baunds of

e fog - of the crowlil o with a broad streak of black down the centre 3 forehead
black and vellow ; feathers ol the crown and nape with a broad streah : ;

andl breast pale vellowish green, passing nte
. by numerous irrecular waved blackish hands; primaries
- er, cach of the latter with a triangular spot ol pah;

Tot I y bright areenish vellow on the abdomen and
«carlet 3 nECK y \ . ‘

% dlt : ﬂlrll"l‘_' wWINEs
under tail-coverts, €rosst and s _
hrown on the mn

green on their outer webs and dark

yssed by numerous narrow bars of vellow 3 Jateral

irides black with a fine ring of light grev ;

vellow near e base 3 four centre tail-feathers green, €T

tail-feathers yellow,
feet and legs bluish flesh-colour.

crossed by numerous bars of deep greens

The figures arc of the nataral size.
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LATHAMUS DISCOLOR.
Swift Lurikeet.

Red-shouldered Paroquet, Psittacus discolor, Shaw, in White's Voy., pl. in p. 263
Red-shouldered Parrakeet, Phill. Bot. Bay, pl. in p. 26 AL I

; 9.—Lath. Gen. Syn. Supp., ii
Psittacus discolor, Lath. In = B el v ’
k o d. ’{]ru‘ Supp., p- xxi,—Swains. Zool. 1L, 1st Ser., pl. 62.—Lath. Gen. Hist vol. ii
p. 176.—Shaw’s Zool,, vol. viii. p. 466. e
Psittacus humeralis, Kuhl, Consp Psitt. in N
erali «p. Psitt. in Nova Acta, vol. X
Psittacus Australis, ]'r:i.:l-: p- -’1E-II.-—-"|."!1-'11!. X:;:\'?]Ji;.hdtinlli;:"E’.u:?.trm XV, p. 342 ]
i <t. Nat.ftom. xxv. p. 342.—Ibid, Ency. Méth., 3ieme
Perruche Banks. Le Vaill. ist. des Perr., p. 104, pl. 50.
Nanodes discolor, Vig. and Horsf. in Linn. Trans:, yol. xv. p. 976.—Swains, Class. of Birds, vol il. p. 306
Steph. Cont. of Shaw's Zool., vol. xiv. p. 118. b S
Euphema discolor, Wagl. Mon. Psitt. :n Abhand., vol. . \pp. 492 and 545.— G. R. Gray, List of Gen of Birds
p. 92 | | ‘
Pyittacus Benksianus, Vieill. Nouv. Dict. d'Hist. Nat,, tom. Xx¥. p. 242 —1bid, Ency. Méth., 3itme Part. p 1383
,",r.rff.-r;mn:: j'f.r.fu'._-'ﬁ'nr.lx, Less. T!‘:l;lll:' il.”I'li., [LE 205, - i B £
La Perruche Latham, Ly Aill. Hist. des Perrs p. 128, pl. 62, youn.
Psittacus diseolor, Kuhl, Consp. Peitt, in Nova Acta, vol. x. p. 485, young.

Swift Parrakert, Colonists of Van Dicmen's Land.

No one of the Australian birds will be mor€ deeply imprinted upon my memory than the Swift
Lorikeet, associated as it 1s with many of the most pleasing recollections connected with my visit to
that part of the world. The accompanying drawing was one of many made by Mrs. GGould in Van
Diemen’s Land, durine a long residence in the house of the Governor, Sir John Franklin, who, together
with his amiable lady, took the greatest interest in our pursuits, and rendered us every p=.r-~ih1r assistance
their kind hearts and excellent dispositions conld suggest.

Much confusion has itherto existed both as recards the generic appellation and the division of the
Psittacide 1o which this elegant Lorikeet should be referred 5 but as 1 have endeavoured to clear up these
points in my ohservations upon the genus, 't is needless to repeal them here. I is @ migratory species,
puﬂsin_y; the swmmer and breeding-season only 1in the morc southern parts of the Australian continent
and Van Diemen’s Land, and retiring northward for the remainder of the year. During Hrpta-;n'lwr and
the four following montlisy it is not only abundant o all the gum-forests of Van Diemen’s Land, but is
the <hrubberies and gardens at Hobart Town, «mall flights heing constantly seen !}:Lninur_

very common in
and flying in various directions aver the houses. They :!]:pruutli close to the

up and down the streets,

windows, and are even frcqm.-ntlj' to be seen on the gum-trecs bordering the streets, and within a few
feet of the heads of the passing inhabitants, being
blown flowers which daily expand, as Jlmost entirely to disreg
so eagerly attracted, and a branch of which is figured in the
of which appear t0 have finer blossoms than

so intent upon sathering the honey from the fresh-
wrd the presence of the spectator. The
tree to which they are accompanying Plate,
s the Eucalyptus _.r,_r.l'a_"f.ﬂnsam young or cultivated raiwt-inn:na:

those in their pative forests. It is certainly the finest of the genus I have ever seen, and when 1ts pumlmn
yellow blossoms, presents @ most beautiful appearance

hranches are covered with thick clusters of pale
fll themselves with honey, even

these blossoms are =0 charged with <accharine matter, that the birds soon

throats : several of those I shot, upon heing held up by the feet,
more, as clear as water. Small

to their very discharged from their
of this liquid to the amount of a dv.-:.-u:rt-:apmr|sﬁ1l or
also i‘rmiuemh' to be seen puiaihg over the town,
a shrill sereaming noise, like the Swaft

mouths a stream

flocks of from four to twenty in pumber are chasing each
kness of thought, and uttering at the same fime
in all prnh:nhilil}'hns arisen 1ts colonial name.
o sake of exercise or in the mere plu:-.‘l'u'lncf;s of dirc[mr-itiun, while at others the birds are
ding from the town to the forests at the foot of Mount
leaves of the trees they

other with the quic .
Sometimes these flights appear to be

of Europe, whenee
talken for th
!m:-;.n'mg {from one carden 10 another, or procee
Wellington, or vice rersit. Their plumage so closely
actively from hranch to pranch, clin
: gaves, 1t would be difficult to purcuiw
I found them breeding about
wrh to obtan their eggs, in

and most inaccessible

assimilates in colour to the
[ .+ every possible
wul they moreover creep S0k rpm'l'l:..' :.'ct !'__[IH;_'_: In every ilﬂ."sl e

. 5t not for their movements and the trembling of thel
tree upon which they have alichted.

frequent, @
]:-u:ailinu, that were

them without @ minute examination of the
d Brown's River, hut was not fortunate enot

ir reception being holes in the loftiest
javing found a l'ull}'-dt:relupmi hard.

midway between Hobart Town an
e of the <ituations selected for the

consequenc
said to be two in number, and the circumstanc

e of my |

trees ; they are




shelled egg in the ovarium of a female I dissected on the sixth of October, enables me to state that, like
those of the other members of the family, they are yuﬂ'vi‘th' white.

The only part of New South Wales in which I have observed them was on the fine estate of Yarrundi,
mn

the distriet of the |_L|J||M'!' Hunter, belonging to 8. Coxen, Esq., who informed me that they periodically

pass through his estate during the months of February and March. i
o Inits actions and manners it is closely allied to the true Trickoglossi, but differs from them in some few
particulars, which are more perceptible in captivity than in a state of nature ; it has neither the musky
smell nor the jumping motions of  Trickoglossus concinnus, and is much more cleanly in its habits than that
species.

Thongh in its style of colouring and in its more lengthened and slender tail it is beautifully intermediate
between the Grass Parrakeets and the Trichoglossi, stll 1 have never observed it to alight upon the ground,
or elsewhere than among the branches, and it undoubtedly must be placed with the latter group.

The sexes are very similar in eolour, but the female may always be distinguished from her mate by being
much smaller in size and less brilliant in all her markings.  The young at an early age assume the plumage
of the adult, after which they undergo no change.

Face scarlet, with a spot of yellow at the gape ; crown of the head deep blue 5 all the upper and under
surface green, the latter being somewhat the lightest 5 shoulders, under wing- and under tail-coverts
searlet = secondaries and wing-coverts bluish green ; primaries deep blackish blue, finely margined with
yellow 5 tail deep blue, tinged with red, passing into black at the extremity ; irides rich hazel-yellow ;
feet flesh-brown ; bill horn-colour.

The figures are of the natural size.
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TRICIJOGLUSSUS S‘VAINSONIL Jard. and Selb.
Swainson's Lorikeet.

Perruche de Molugues, Buff: Pl. Enl. 743.
Blue-hellied Parrakeet, Brown, Il of Zool., pl. 7.
Blue-bellied Parrot, White's Voy,, pl. | ]
v ; Loloin e 140—F ay i " 1T, 4
| i Yo | 1 p Phill. Bot. Bay., pl. in p. 152.— Shaw, Gen. Zool., vol. viil. p. 4135
Le Perruche & téte bleue, male, Le Vaill. Hist, des Perr., tom. i. pl. 24

Trichoglossus hematodus, Vig. and Horsf..in Linn. Trans., vol. xv. p. 269

— multicolor, Wagzl, Mon. Psitt. in Abhand., tom. i, p. 553
. Swainsonii, Jard. and Selb. 11l Orn,, vol. iii. pl. 112.—S¢lb. Nat. Lib. Orn., vol. vi. Parrots, p. 153
l: o ! : . ] < Lall), % o s i By s whul,

pl. 20.—Swain. Zool. T 2nd Ser., vol. ii. pl. 92.—Ibh. Class. of Birds, vol. i, p. 804

Warrin, Aborigines of New South Wales.

s beantiful I'i,uraLa-vL <0 fanmliar to cevery ornithologist, has been for many years confounded with two
u1hf~r nearly allied species, and hence has arisen an almost inexplicable mass of confusion respecting them ;
1|u-|1r true .a:.'uuu}ufnw have, however, been most ably worked out by Mr. Swainson in a paper sent by ]iill.k
to Sir William Jardine and Mr. Sclby for sertion in their ¢ Nlustrations of Ormithology,” wherein 'Ihr:-v_
centlemen, fully satishied of the justness of Mr. Swainson’s observations, took an "5'iF""1":’.i"‘ of naming this
species Supainsonii. a tribute to the talents of that naturalist in which 1 most cordially ]n:u'l'w‘i]re-.-‘v. :

The present bird, o far as is yet known, is almost exclusively an nhabitant of the south-gastern portion
of the Australian continent lying between South Australia and Moreton Bay, at least I have never heard
of its existence in any part westward of the former or northward of the latter. It also oceurs in Van
Dicmen's Land, but its visits to that island do not appear to be either regular or frequent.

The flowers of the various species of Eucalypti furnish this bird with an abundant supply of food, and so
exclusively is if confined to the forests composed of those trees, that I do not récollect to have met with 1t
in any other. It also evinces a ]}F'i'.rL‘l'l'I!t_"L‘ for those that are covered with newly 1-xta:a1|fh-f1 11111-¢-|5tl.i-»_.
which afford them the greatest supply of nectarine juice and pollen, upon which they prim:]pn]i_ﬁr subsist.
However ;_':I'Eil!llil."il”}' it mij_{ht be deseribed, 1 scarcely believe it ]!n."a.-ilﬂl‘ to convey an idea of the appearance
of a forest of flowering gums tenanted by several species of Trichoglosst, Meliphagi, &c. three or four
species being frequently seen on the same tree, and often simultancously attacking the pendent blossoms of
the same branch. The incessant din ln'n:iun'll by their thousand voices, and the cereaming notes they cmit,
when a flock of either F-pl.'l'il‘!'u simultaneously leave the trees for some other part of the forest, baflles all
description, and must be seen and heard to be fully :‘1nnln'n-hvmlml, So intent are the Trichoglossi for some
time after sunrise upon extracting their honey-food, that they are not easily alarmed or made to quit the
trees upon which they are feeding. The report of a gun discharged immediately beneath them has no other
effect than to elicit an extra seream, or cause them to move to a neieghbouring branch, where they agalll

recommence feeding with all the avidity }111.\-:-»“}19, crecping among the leaves and clinging beneath the

Lranches in every variety of |m.~11'|nn. During one of my morning rambles in the brushes of the Hunter I
immiense Euealyptus, which was at least two hundred feet high. The blossoms of
both Parrots and Honey-suckers ; and from a single

biting the distriet, vig, T Swainsonii, chlorolepidotus,

came suddenly upon an
this noble tree had attracted hundreds of birds,
branch 1 killed the four species of Trichoglossi inha
1 mention this fact in iu-nui' of the perfect harmony existit
doubtless contributed much to this

concinnus and ;}u:.'f."?sf.c. yo between these species

a night’s rest, however, and the tamine effect of hunger,
[ observed that at other periods of the day they were not so friendly.

ew South Wales, I did not succeed in prumn-'m:: ifs eoos
:1Epl.‘l.~i-l.l1'ti in the holes of the largest

while feeding :
harmonious feeling, as
Although the 7. Sieainsonii 15 SO NUMErous i N

the natives informed me that they are two in number, and that theyare

Eucalypti, the per
Head, sides of the face and thiroat blue, with a lighter st

1od of incubation being from Sv!rtemhur to January.
ipe down the centre of each feather ; across the
surface green, Blotched at the hase of the neck

4 narrow band of areenish yellow : all the upper
ebs black, crossed by a broad

oeciput
and vellow ; wings dark oreen on their outer webs 3 their moer W

with scarlet 1
oreen above, passing “ito blue on the tips ol the two central feathers 3

of bright :n-’ll:n‘.': tznl
«d band, the centre of which is rich scarlet,

oblique hand
ander surface of the tail areenish :'-L'HU'-‘-': chest crossed by a bro:
with a few of the feathers frineed with deep blue, and the sides being rich ora
{ the shoulder and sides of the chest deep blood-red ;
i }'v'llum':_ under tail-coverts rich }'uﬂuw,
bill blood-red, with the extremc tip yellow
w of dark brown next the

ee-vellow margined with
scarlet ; under surface O .-;'h%h]m(-u vich deep blue,
plotched on each <ide with scarlet an with an uhln.w_-; patch of
e extremity of each feather 3 nostrils and bare

green at th |
brownish black ; irides reddish orange, with a narrow ru

space round the eye
pupil 5 feet olive.

; . distinguished
The sexes resemble each other t they cannot be disting

<o closely both in size and colouring tha

with certainty.
The figures are those of a male and a female of the natural size.

o W |







TRICHOGLOSSUS RUBRITORQUIS, Vig. and Horsf.

Red-collared Lorikeet.

I'vichoglossus rubritorquis, \1g. and Horsf, in Linn. Transs vol. xv. p. 291.— Lear’s T Psitt., pl. 34.—Wagl. Mon

P<itt. in Abhand., tom. i. p. 552,

m > S L - PP 2 il v & . o - o
Mis lovely Zrichog Jossus inhabits the northern coasts ol Australia, and is as beautiful a representative of its

e 4 5 A Y R oy Y v - H 1 3 1
near ally, the T Swainsonii of the south coast, as can well be imagined. In their Labits and economy also

the two birds so closely '.1lr|n':1_\'im;1tv that a description of one will serve for both. Independently of the
richer blue of the head, the red nuchal collar and dull blackish olive mark on the abdomen are
autiful bird of the

marks by

which it may readily be f!i:_d'l||.=__l_;ni.-!1ml. The Red-collared Lorikeet is by far the most be

two, and indeed in the splendour of its colouring is second to no member of its group.

The .nlwt.'hm-nn' from which my figures were taken were 1:1'{:cm'ul at Port Essington. Mr. Gilbert remarks,
ant in all parts of the Cobourg Peninsula and the adjacent islands: and is an
the heads of all they kill for the purpose of

It 15 :‘L‘hl'l':l”b' S

that ¢ this species 1s abund
especial favourite with the natives, who carefully preserve
by slinging them to the arm a little above the elbow.

ornamenting their persons,
of the loftiest trees. Its flicht is rapid in the extreme. Like

in laree flocks, feeding on the summits
the other Trichoglossi, its food consists of honey
Of its nidification nothing is yet known.
The sexes present little difference in ap
_-_v-i]ln.-mh'nt blue ; throat and abdomen deep

| of the same colour across the oceciput,

and the buds of flowers.”

pearance, and may be thus deseribed :—
olive-green ; chest erossed by a broad
below which band is a broader

il and umder tail-coverts grass-

Head and cheeks re
band of orange-red ; a narrow hane
ion of the feathers being red ; back, wings, ta

one of deep blue, the basal port
oreen 3 basal half of the inner webs of the primaries vellow : irides red, with a narrow ring of }'t'.l]um.-h
round the pupil 3 bill vermilion ; tarsi silken green in front ; inside of the fect and back of the tarsi ash-
orey.

The Plate represents a male and a female of the natural size.
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TRICHOGLOSSUS CHLOROLEPIDOTUS, Jard. and Selb.
h‘{-ul.\--hr asted Lorikeet.

Psittacus chlorolepidotus, Kuhl, Consp. Psitt. in Naov. Act., vol. x. p. 48.

lrichaglossus Vatani. Vie, and Horsf, in Linn. Trans., vol, xv. po 292,

'!"1'5-"-'r|"_"H”-"-“"-" ehlorole] sdotus. Jard, and <ol 11 Orn., vol, iil. '|rl_ 110.—Wael, Mon. Paitd. m Abhand., p- o,

Tue present Lorikeet is one of the four spv{-ir-\ of this renus inhabiting New South Wales, which ;un'ril:u of
Australin may he rerarded as its stronghold, for 1 have never even seen a skin from any of the other
colonies 3 henee, like many other .“-'|H'E'I|{'h, it is very local, confined as it were 1o certain limits, and those of
small extent.  To aIve any detailed account of its habits and mode of life would be merely repeating what
I have sad L'r.--pl'm']n-_-; ihe Trichoolossus Swainsonii, with which it frequently associates and even feeds on
ihe same branch s it is. however, nof S0 NUNCrous as that .-1:ur'n-.-, nor so eenerally distributed over the
fuce of the country. The brushes near the coast, studded here and there with enormous gums, towering
hich above every other tree by which they are surrounded, are the localities t'.'-l"‘l'-IiIH:-' resorted to by it:
in the interior of the country, on ihe contrary, where the Trichoglossus Swainsonii is equally as numerous
as i the 1|.L"1,jﬂ1ht:unr11mr1| of the coast, 1 never observed it.

lts sole food 1s honey, eathered from the cups of the newly vxpm.clvr! blossoms of the fuu alypii, npon
which it feeds to <uch an excess, that on suspending a fresh-shot specimen by the toes @ laree teaspoonful,
at least, of ]‘nqum honey will flow from the mouth ¢ hence, when we know this to be thematural food of the
pr'nu'lpnl members of the group, how can it be 1'\'iu*t-lw'| fhat they can exist 1 r.';'.[alh']lj. upon the hard seeds
or farinaccous food so generally siven as i substitute 2 A proper attention to the diel of these birds, by
supplying hem with food of a saccharine character, would doubtless be attended with the hest results, f|1u|
enable us to keep them as denizens of our cages and aviaries, as well as the other members of the family ;
and when if 1s considered that they are amons the most elegant and heautiful of their tribe, I trust those
who may have an n!rimrtunit}' will be induced to make a trial.

The ::'Li--tﬂ\--h;-p-d-;tml Lorikeet breeds in all the large Eucalypti near Maitland on the Hunter, but 1 regret
to say 1 :ﬁ:i. not procure s eees, OF any information rvapt'raln-_," its nidification.

'I'i.u- cexes are =0 closely alike as not to be ontwardly distineuished.

All the upper surface, wings and tail rich grass-greeh s a few feathers at the back |_|1' the neck i1t|.l.] _n]i
the feathers of the under surface bright jn.~|.1m.-.'. marained at the tip with a crescent of grass-green, gn I.:I‘_,':
the whole 2 fasciated appearance : ander surface of the shoulder and base of the p‘l'-lllb'rll':ll'* m.“!, HL‘E'lrlti:liH']L"\
el scarlet : bill beautiful hlood-red, inelining to orange at the tip; cere and orbits olive 3 irtdes 1 some
specimens cearlet with a cirele of buff round the pupil, i others bufly yellow.

'l-hl‘ i.!'_j_'l,lr't'- are ||t-11u' II'.EIII1':11 '-Ii'f.l.’,







TRICHOGLOSSUS VERSICOLOR, 7ig.
Varied Lorikeet.

T'richoglossus versicolor, Vig, in Lear's 11, Psitt., pl. 36.—Selb. in Nat. Lib. Orn., vol. vi. Parrots, p. 157, pl. 21.

We-ra-ole. Aborigines of Port Essington.

I'nere is no other species of the genus Trichoglossus yet discovered with which the present could be con-
founded : it is at once rendered conspicuously distinet from all its allies by the narrow stripe of yellow down
the centre of the feathers of the upper and under surface ; it will not therefore be |u'r;_'>~_u|"n."m-rumr into a
minute deseription of its size and colour, particularly as the figures in the accompanying Plate are of the
size of life, and as near the appearance of nature as it is possible to pourtray them.

The northern coast is the only part of Australia i which this elegant little Lorikeet has yet been disco-
vered @ it s pnrlirn‘lzn*l}' abundant at Port Essington, where its suctorial mode of feeding leads it, like the other
members of the genus, to frequent the flowery Eucalypti. Mr. Gilbert says, This bird congregates at times
in immense flocks ; when a flock is on the ‘wing their movements are so recular and simultaneous that 1I|v_1?
mieht casily be mistaken for a cloud passing rapidly along, were it mot for the utterance of their usual
piercing scream, which is frequently so loud as'to be almost deafening. They feed on the topmost branches
of the Eucalypti and Melaleuce. I observed them to he extremely abundant during the month of August on
all the small islands in Van Diemen’s Gulf.

¢« The stomach is membranous and extremely diminutive i size.  The food consists of honey and minute
portions of the blossoms of their favourite trees.”

Could this speciesbe transmitted to Europe, and a kind of food suitable to it be discovered, it would
form one of the most delightful cage-pets that has ever been introduced.

The male has the lores and erown of the head rich™ deep red s round the neck a collar of deep cwerulean
wings green; rump and upper tail-coverts light yellowish green ; across the

blue ; back brownish green
flanks and under tail-coverts

chest a broad bandsefipurplish red ; under surface of the shoulder, abdomen,
Lieht vellowish oreen s all the feathers of the upper surface with a narrow stripe of }'v]iuu'hh green ; the
at the occiput, almost form a band ; car-coverts yellow ; all the feathers of

stripes heing more _\'r;']luw
on each side of the abdomen and

narrow line of bright yellow down the centre 3
d with pulu]ws of 1|i|t‘1rli.~h red : |n‘im;n"n:.- black, margined externally
ihe extreme edge of the feathers ; tail deep green,
srides bright reddish yellow, with a

ihe under surface with a
down the inside of the thighs staimne
with deep green, with a fine line of yellowish green on
enish yellow on their internal webs;

all but the two middle featliers gre
bill scarlet 3 cere and naked space round the eves greenish

verv narrow ring of dark red next the pupil;
white ; tarsi and feet light ash-grey.
The female resembles her mate, but is much less brilliant m all her markings. :

The ficures are those of a male and a female of the natural size.






TRICHOGLOSSUS CONCINNUS, Fig. and Horsf
Musky Parrakeet.

Psittacus Australis, Lath. ., vol. )

Psittacus rrmﬂ'.imu.v’, .‘-’-hzl:r ];‘:;L()‘i;::t.“’];l"HE' ]"I:- hl, Novs J

Perruche & bandeau rouge ,I . \:rl'm 1;1 .I. i uhl, Nova _-'Tu-tn. tom. x. p. 46, "
; , Le Vaill. Perr., tom. i. p. 99. pl. 48.

Pacific Paroguet, Phill, Bot. Bay, pl. in p. 155.

Pacifie Parrot, Lath. Gen. Syn., vol. ii. p. 87.

Pacific Parrakeel, Psiltacus pacificus, Shaw, Gen. Zool., vol. viii. p. 419.

Crimson-fronted Parrakeet, Lath. Gen, Hist., vol. ii. p. 181.

Psittacus rubrifrons, Bechst. Uebers der Vog., Lath, <. 84, no 99,

}'}'Fr'ﬁr;yfn.':.-m.w cometnnus, Vig. and Horsf, in Linn. Trans,, vol. xv. p. 202 —Jard. and Selb. 1l Orn vol. i. pl. 34

Lathamus concinnns, Less. Traité d'Or,, p. 206, I f s

.]’1."JI-|"||I£rJ_rlf.lri_r.\‘.k'.l.r..'E {nsiralis, Wael, Mon. Psitt, in Abhand., tom. 1. - 4935 and H49.

Psittacus velatus, Vieill. Nouv. Dict. d'Hist. Nat., tom. xxv, p. 373 —Ib. Eney. Meth. Orn., Part 11 p. 1405

Cloolich, Aborizines of New South Wales. ‘ |

Miusk Parrakect, Colonists,

Twis species of Trichoglossus inhabits Van Diemen’s Land, New South Wales and South Australia, and 1s
very generally distributed over all parts of those countries. 1 have never heard of its inhabiting either the
western or northern portions of Australia, whence I infer that its habitat is restricted to the south and
south-castern divisions of the continent. Like every other species of the genus, the present bird is always
to be found upon the Fucalypt, whose blossoms afford it a never-failing supply of honey, one or other of the
numerous species of that tribe of trees being in flower at all seasons of the year. It is stationary in New
South Wales, but I am not certain that it is so in the more southern country of Van Diemen's Land, where
it is known by the name of the Musk Parrakeet, from the peculiar odour of the hird.

It is a noisy species, and with its sereeching note keeps up a perpetual din around the trees in which
it is loeated. During its search for honey it ereeps among the leaves and smaller branches in the most
extraordinary manner, hanging and elinging about them in every possible variety of position. It cenerally
associates in flocks, and is so excessively tame that it is very difficult to drive it from the trees, or even
from any particular branch. Although usually associated i flocks it appears to be mated in- pairs, which
at all times keep together during flight, and settle side by side when the heat of the sun prompts them
to shelter themselves under the shade of the more redundantly leaved branches.

The eggs, which are dirty white and two in number, are of a rounded form, one inch in length and seven-
eighths of an inch in breadth. Those I obtained were taken from a hole m a larwe fFucalyptus growing on
the Liverpool range.

The sexes present no dilference in colour, and the young assume the plumage of the adult at a very early
age.

Forehead and ear-coverts deep crimson-red ; at the upper part of the
on the flanks a spot of orange ; primaries and secondaries

back a broad patch of lirht chestnut-

brown ; the remainder of the plumage grass-green ;

black, broadly Ilml':_{ith::l on the external webs with grass-green s base of all but the mmer webs of the lateral

tail-feathers deep red at the base, passing into vellow and tipped with grass-green ; bill blackish brown,

||'.1~.~.i|1u into reddish orange at the tip ; cere and orbits olive-brown ; ides buff, surrounded by a narrow
ssing :

circle of yellow.

[ was not aware, until after the impressions of the present plate had been printed, that Dr. Latham had

of concinnus was conferred upon it by
_and which he has recorded in his

’ :ll}lﬂimi the specific term of Australis to this bird long before Ihnt.
arler was ar:'qn:nntm]
ect :lppvllmi{m of the R{l{'{:i[‘ﬁ is therefore

Shaw ; a fact, however, with which the accurate W
valuable Monograph of the Prsittacide above quoted; the corr
Trichoglossus Australis, Wagler.

The figures are of the natural size.







TRICHOGLOSSUS PORPHYROCEPHALUS, Die.
Porphyry-crowned Lorikeet.

Psittacus purpurea, Diet., Phil. Mae. 1532, vol. xi. p. 387,

Psittacus puirpureus, Wael. Mon. Psitt. in Abhand., vol. x. p. 747,
Trichoglossus }rru'jr.n’.j..'.rr:r‘rpfr:rfrm, Diet.. Trans. Linn. Soc., vol. xvii. po a5,
Psittacula Florentis, Bourj. de St. Hil, Supp. Le Vaill. Hist. des Perr,, plosd
Koto-ar. Aborigines of Western Australia,

Tris handsome little Lorikeet was first brought before the notice of the scientific world by Mr. Dietrichsen
at the Meeting of the Linnean Society, held on ihe 20th of March 1832: some ('nidi:aiuﬂ. however,
exists as to the name then proposed for it. In a report of the Meeting published in the Philosophical
Magazine ” for the same year it is called Psittacus purpurea ; hut in the seventeenth volume of the * Linnean
Transactions ™ it 1s correctly placed in the genus Trichoglossus, with the far more appropriate specific
u|n|w1l:ninn nt‘JuuJ';u"r;;m;'a-‘.r}fm"rf:-', which 1 therefore retain.

Althourh the 'i’nrph:-.'r:-;-vrmu'm*d Lorikeet has been thus long deseribed, it is still very rarely to be seen in
colleetions, a fact which may be accounted for by the circumstance of its being an inhabitant of those parts

of Australia with which we have hitherto had little intercourse.

It is not found in New South Wales, and 1 do not recollect ever having seen '+ in collections from any of

the eastern parts. It is abundant in South Australia, is equally numerous n the white-rum forests of Swan
River, and in all prn'tm]}'llirj.' is dispersed over the whole of the infermediate country. It is the only species
of the genus 1 have seen from Western Australia, a circumstance which cannot be accounted for, since the
face of the country 18 covered with trees of a similar character.

Most of the :-l'lt‘l:i!l'll.'ll*‘- 1 collected were shot during the months of June and July in the neighbourhood
of Adelaide, and some of them in the town itself, 1t appears to arrive in this district at the flowering
season of the Eucalypti, in company with Trichoglossus Swainsonii, concinnus and pusillus, all of which may
l‘l‘tilllt‘lii'l}' be seen on the same free at one time : the incessant clamour kept up by multitudes of these birds
baflles dlrwrilllh_nn_. the notes of the larger species are, however, distingnishable by their nllpt‘f‘ini'iT}' i
harshness and loudness ; they feed tozether in perfect amity, and 't is not unusual to see two Of three
slwrh‘.-; on the same branch. They are all so remarkably tame, that any number of shots may be fired
amongst them without causing the slightest alarm to any but those that are actually wounded. Although
. to be always mated in pairs, which accompany each other in their VArIous

strictly gregarious, they appear
The whole of one species frequently leave the tree simultaneously,

movements among the branches.

rushing off with amazing t]l]il‘]xlli‘ﬁﬂ in search of other trees laden with m-u1}'4-x1mmlml flowers, among
which they dash and commence feeding with the utmost eagerness, clinging and crecping among the
hranches i.n every pcrr-'sihh' attitude.  As ihis tribe of birds depends solely for its subsistence upon the

flowers of the gum-irees, their presence i any locality would be vainly soucht for at any season when those

{rees are not in blossom
The sexes are lum'i-'rl}' alike in size and 0 the colour of their plumage.
rmineled with searlet; crown of the head deep purple ; back

Forehead, lores and ear-coverts vellow, mte
shoulder light blue 3 uniler

eck vellowish green 3 wing-coverts and rump grass-green ;

of the head and 1 .
ackish brown, mareined externally with deep green, the extreme

<urface of the wing crigisons primaries bl |
aolden beneath 3 throat and under surface areenish grey,

edoe being I_n;rwuiah vellow ; tail green above, :
passing ‘nto wolden green on the flanks and under tail-coverts 3 bill black 3 irides in some dark brown, in
£ s 5 - - s H

il 2 feet bluish flesh-colour.

others light reddish brown, with a narrow rine of orange round the puy

The figures are of the natural size.
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TRICHOGLOSSUS PUSILLUS, Vig. and Horsf.
Little Parrakeet.

Psittacus pusillus, Lq ., vol. i —5 !

s _runi:.l’f:.s:,l Lath. Ind. Orn., vol. i. p. 106.—Shaw, Gen. Zool., vol. viii. p. 471.—Kuhl, Nova Acta, tom. x.
Perruche d face rouge, Le Vaill. Perr., tom. i p. 124, pl. 62.
Small Parrakeet, Lath. Gen. Syn., vol. i p. 88.

Small Paroquet, Psittacus pusillus, Shaw in White's Journ., pl. in p. 262.

Small Parrot, Lath. Gen. Hist., vol. il. p. 194.

Trichoglossus pusillus, Vig. and Horst, in Linn. Trans., vol. xv. p. 203.—Wagl. Mon. Psitt. in Abhand., tom. i
pp- 493 and H18.

Lalhammns Iffln'.'\i.;lrl'l.'-".ﬁ, Less, Traité d'Orn., p. 206,

Jerryang, Aborigines of New South Wales,

Tis familiar species, the least of the Australian Psittacide yet discovered, enjoys a range of habitat precisely
similar to that of the Trichoglossus concinnus, being dispersed over the whole of New South Wales, South
Australia and Van Diemen’s Land 5 it is, Imwm'{:r: more s_ap;n‘iugly diffused over the latter country. [ found
it tolerably abundant and killed several specimens on Maria Island, near the entrance of Storm Bay. On
the continent of Australia it is not only to be found in the same districts and at the same seasons of the
year as ' concinnus, but 1t 1s more frequently observed in company with that species than alone 3 flocks
of each often occupying the same tree, and even the same branch, all busily engaged in extracting their
rectarine food. Like its near ally, the present bicd ereeps about under and among the leaves with the
oreatest facility, and like the other members of the group, appears to be always associated in pairs. AS
might be expected from the structure of its wing, which is admirably adapted for rapid progression, it flies
throngh the air with arrow-like swiftness.

1 succeeded in finding the breeding-places of this species, and on the 11th of October 1839, procured
four eggs from a hole in a small branch of a lofty Eucalyptus, growing on the flats at Yarrundi on the Upper
Hunter. The eggs werc white and of an oval form, nine lines and a half long by seven lines and a half
broad.

In Western Australia this species 15 rvprusrutml by the Trichoglossus pm;.r}f:;p‘m?ajr;ﬁm’m:, and on the north
coast by the 7. cersicolor. It would appear to ‘noscnlate with 1ts western ally in South Australia, both
being c;iu-.ﬂl}' numerous there, around, and even upon the trees within the city of Adelaide. £y

The sexes are similar in plumage and differ but little in size; the female is, however, rather more dimi-

.

putive than her mate. L.
Face deep red : back of the neck brown ; all the remainder of the plumage grass-green j Primarics,

cecondaries and greater coverts black, mareined externally with grass-green ; two centre tail-feathers and
outer webs of the remainder grass-green ; the inner webs of the lateral feathers fine red at the base, passing

into greenish vellow towards the tip 3 bill black ; cere and orbits dark olive-brown ; irides orange, sur-

rounded by a narrow line of }'vlh}w.

The figures are of the natural size.







\ P rl_‘| ] IJ i N O I_] U S S W AIN S0 N l L Ciould.

Swainson’s Fruit Pigeon.

Ptilinopus purpuratus, var. Regina, Swains. Zool, Journ.. vol. i. p. 474 ?
Columba purpurata, Jard. and Selb. 11, Orn., vol, ii. pl. 70.

Ptilinopus Swainsonii, Gould in Proc. of Zool. Soc.. February B, 1842,

Coxsiperanre confusion has existed respecting the very beautiful birds constituting the genus Ptilinopus, as
to whether they are so many species or merely varieties, and 1 quite agree with Messrs, Jardine and Selby
when they say in their © Hlustrations’ above quoted, “We strongly suspect that more than one species is
ivolved among these different varieties, which some one in possession of them may hereafter be enabled,
to determine ; and their varied geographical distribution tends considerably to strengthen this opinion.”
There are in fact several species of this beautiful form so closely allied that at a casual glance they would
be considered as identical, but on a careful comparison their specific differences will be clearly perceived.
At least two of them are natives of Australia, the remainder being distributed over the Indian and Poly-
nesian Islands.  The present bird has by many authors been considered cither as identical with or as a
mere x'arlut}' of the Columba purpurate, Auct., but if compared with that species it will be found to possess
characters sufficiently different to warrant its being characterized as distinet 3 [ have therefore named it after
Mr. Swainson, the author of the genus to which it belongs, as a slight testimony of the respeet I entertain
for the talents of one who has done so much towards the advancement of ornithology, at once the most
mteresting and popular branch of the science of natural history.

The specimens from which my figures were taken are from the broshes of the River Clarence, situated
between the Hunter and Moreton Bay ; in the last-mentioned district it is tolerably abundant, the dense
and luxuriant brushes affording it a congenial habitat and breeding-place. 1 have received both the young
and the adults from this locality, but as I have never myself seen them i a state of nature, I am unable to
give any account of their habits or economy. The sexes are so nearly alike in colouring that dissection
alone can distinguish them with certainty.

Forehead and crown deep crimson-red, surrounded except in front with a narrow ring of light yellow ;
back of the neck greyish green ; all the upper surface bright green tinged with yellow, the green |Jl_‘:’;t]]l]i‘ug
deep Blue towards the extremities of the tertiaries, which are broadly margined with }'vlh:rw;‘]:r‘umlrlus
slaty grey on their inner webs and green on the outer, very slightly margined with yellow ; tail-feathers

e e, Lorely tipped with rich yellow 3 throat greenish grey, r-!flitl'-‘f] u-i[h yellow on the chin n f:cmug.
specimens and greyish white in others breast dull green, cach feather !urkml at the end :‘:'I.Il.tl with a
triangular silvery-grey spot at each extremity ; flanks and abdomen green, with P ‘1“”:““ ]"'H_Ch of m-:mgu-n:-d
in the centre of the latter: under tail-coverts orange-yellow ; thighs green; irides reddish ‘orange ; bl
ereenish black and horn-colour at tip ; feet olive bro n.

The figures are of the natural SIZC.
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PLATYCERCUS PENNANTIL
Pennant’s Parrakeet.

i 5
Psittacus Pennantii, Lath. Ind. O, vol. i. . 90

———— gloriosus, Shaw, Nat. Mise., pl. 535.

— splendidus, Shaw, Mus., Lev. pl. 7. p. 27,
p \ e : ;
Perruche a large queue, Le Vaill, Hist. Nat. des Perr., pls. 78, 79

Pennantian Parrel, Lath. Gen. Syn. Supp., vol, i. p. 651 ; vol 1. p. 83 —Phill. Bot. Bay, pl. in p. 154.—Whit :
. N : » . ¥ ilb. L. iy, ‘! ¥ ad-l . — -
Journ., pl. impp. 174, 175.- Shaw, Gen. Zool., vol. viii. p. 410. pl. 56.- 4

lh.‘i!-”ﬂf'”_:: "'r“'_fffrfi.ﬁ', {;“'Il']. Syvst, :\;:51" 1,'”|“ '|_ pl ]J“-”l. {Il'll_ I!lu:__ ".n;|] i-l. p. 1531.

318.—Kuhl, Consp. Psitt. in Nova Acta, vol. x. p. Ha.

Platycercus Pennantii, Vie, and Hor i) 1 T
o i , o,k =1, ) ! T i & an L e : 1
. in Linn. Trans., vok xv. p. 280.—Wagl. Mon. Psitt. m Abhand, p. 535

' Pzl Lib. Orn., vol. vi. Parrots, p. 173. pl. 25.—Less. Traité d'Orn., p. 208.—1«
Van. d’Orn.. tom, ii. p. 146.—G. R. Gray, List of Gen. of Birds, 2nd edit. p. 66 |

Dulang and Julang, Aborizines of New South Wales.

s beantiful bivd 1s very generally dispersed over New South Wales, where it inhabits orassy hills and
hrushes, 1::|1'!i.:'1|1.-.|"|} ihose of the Liverpool range and all similar districts,  Its food :-fm«ixrw.ruf berries
and the seeds of various grasses, (0 abtain which it descends in small companies to the bases of the hills and
to the open glades : I have often flushed it from such situations, and when six or eight rose together
with ontspread tails of beautiful pale blue, offering a decided contrast to ihe rich scarlet livery of the hody,
I could never fail to paunse and admire the ~'|1'|:~r11hun' of their appearance, of which no deseription can u‘i':'v
an adequate idea s the Platycerci must, in fact, he seen in their native wilds before their beautiful appear-
ance can be appreciated, or (he interesting nature of iheir habits at all understood.  Although I have stated
Shat New South Wales s the true habitat of this bird, I must not fail to record that individuals liave come
*under my notice which had been killed in'Norfolk Island; T am led to believe, however, that the bird must
have been taken thither from New South Wales, and that a sufficient number had either escaped or heen
let loose to establish a breed. The habitats of the various Platycerei are _I__','L'Illi'i'il”:-' very restricted 3 it 1s not
1:1‘:11:;:11!{- therefore that the range of this species extends to an island soveral hundred miles distant from

ihe main land ; how far it may range along the <outh coast, or to the eastward and northward of New
South Wales, I have never catisfactorily ascertained ; 1 have seen it from Rangaroo [sland, but 1 never met
with it in the belts of the Murray, or in any of the forests round Adelaide, its place in that part of the

counfry beinge .-a:||r|ﬂ.'u':1 by the Platycercus Adelaidia.

As I have said, the food of this species Inrint‘ipulh‘ consists of berries and erass-seeds, but insects appear

occasionally to form a part of its diet, as I found the crop of one specinen filled with small caterpillars ; it
was, however, @ solitary oceurrence.

Like the other members of the genus, the Platycercus Pennantii runs rapidly over the eround, bnt its
flight is neither rapid nor enduring.  In disposition ' is tame and destitute of distrust, and as a pet for the
aviary or a cage, few birds can exceed it n interest or beauty s consequently it is one of the commonest of
the living parrakeets sent from Australia to this country. -

It breeds in the holes of the large gum-trees, agenerally <clecting those on the hill-sides within the
brushes: and of such situations, the cedar brushes of the Li\'vr!umi range appear o be a favourite
The months of ﬁvim-iulwn Oetober and November constitute the breeding season. It makes no

locality.
eleven and a half lines broad,

nest, but dupnsira its coos, which are white, about an inch and two lines long,

to seven in number, on ihhe rotten wood al the bottom of the hole.

and from four |
The colouring of the sexes when fully adult is alike, but much variation exists hetween j-nu!h and maturity

st autumn the young birds are clothed in a plumage ol a nearly uniform green; to this suc-

durine the Ar | , 1
blue and green, which colouring 1s continually changing until the

ceeds a li;!rl'l-r:ﬂnm'wl livery of scarlet,

full 1:!umuu‘-_~ of maturity is assumed 3 and hence has arisen no little confusion respecting this species in the

writings of the older arnithologists, and it 1s not to he wondered at that its synonyms arc S0 TIMEerons.

has the head, neck, A1l the under surface, the rump and upper tail-covergs rich deep
back and scapularies black, hroadly margined with vich crimson-red; the

wina-coverts pale blue ; the primaries and secondaries

The adnlt male
L'l'}lltn:btn-rt'li; ihe feathers ol the
cheeks and shoulders ceerulean blue : the greater

black, with the basal Lalf of their external webs mar
margins and at the tip: the remainder black on the mner webs for three-

length on their outer webs, and largely tipped on
of the feathers; bill horn-colour 3 irides

einel with deep blue : the two centre tail-feathers

green, pu.-asim_r into blue on their
eir length 3 deep blue for nearly the same

fourths of th .
.5 still paler to the tips

hoth webs with pale blue, which become
very dark brown: feet blackish hrown.

I that to give an aecurate description 18 almost 1nj
abdomen, rump, Upper and under tail-

wesible @ one now before me
The young vary =0 much, yossible 3

has the crown of the head, sides of the neck, centre of the breast,
- 2

e -+ surface and a broad band across the hreast deep grass-grech; the
the upper surface ant

coverts deep crimson-red ; e |
cheeks wings and tail siimilar to those parts 10 the adult, but much less brilliant.
. g s

The Plate represents an adult and an Lmmature bird of the natural size.







PLATYCERCUS FLA VIVENTRIS.
Yellow-bellied Parrakeet,

Psittacus flaviventris, Temm. in Linn, Trans.. vol. xiii. pp- 116-118,

— Brownii, Kuhl, Nova Acta, ete., vol, x. . 56. no. 90,

Perruche i large quene, Le Vaill, Hist. Nat. des Perr.. pl. 80.

Van Diemen’s Parrot ?, Lath, Gen. Hist., vol. ii. p- liéﬂ, no. 33.

Platycercus flaviventris, Vig. and Horsl, in Linn. Trans., vol. xv. p. 281.—Gould in Sva. Birds of Australia, P
Swlphur-headed Parrot 2, Lath. Gen. Hist.. vol. ii. p: 133, no. 35. d R

New Caledonian Parrot 2, Lath. Ib.. vol, ii. p. 173, no. 86.
Psittacus Caledonicus 7, Lath, Ind. Orn,, vol. 1. p. 102.—Gmel. Linn., vol. i p. 328
Caledonian Parrot 2, Lath. Gen, Syn., vol. i. p. 248,

Gireen Parrot, Colonists of Van Diemen’s Land.

Prene appears to be so much confusion respecting this bird that T have thought it best to adopt M. Tem-
minek’s name of faviventris, although 1 have little doubt that the Psittacus Caledoniens of Latham, as well as
most of the other svnonyvims given above, refer to the same bird.

It is dispersed over all parts of Van Diemen’s Land and the islands in Bass's Straits ; but is not con-
fined to particular localities like the Platyeercus evimius, with which it sometimes associates. It keeps in
small companies, which appear !1I: be the brood of a single pair, and frequents every variety of situation,
from the low-crowned hills and vulleys in the depths of the forest to the open cleared lands and gardens
of the settlers, It runs over the ground with great facility, and when observed in small flocks searching
for seeds among the tall grass of the open parts, few birds are seen to greater advantage.

Independently of grass-seeds, the flowers of the Fucalypti, insects and their larvie constitute a consider-
able portion of the food of this bird, and it may be often seen very busily engaged about the branches
loaded with flowers in the depths of the forest far away from any cleared lands.

[ts powers of flight are very considerable, and it readily passes from one district to another whenever a
scarcity of food or any other cause prompts it so to do; the passage being performed in a suceession of
wide undulating sweeps ; hence it not unfrequently happens that large flights leave the forest with a shrill
whistling eall, and descend to the newly ripened corn of the settlers, and there commit such serious havoe
as to call down the vengeance of the farmer on the whole race.

Most of my readers are doubtless aware that Parrots are frequently eaten by man, but few of them are,
perhaps, prepared to hear that many species of the family constitute at certain seasons a staple portion of
the food of the settlers: soon after the establishment of the colonies of Van Diemen’s Land, pies wade of
the bird here represented were commonly eaten at every table, and even at the present time are not of
unfrequent occurrence. It was not long after my arrival in the country before I tested the goodness of
the flesh of this bird as a viand, and I found it so excellent that I partook of it whenever an opportunity
for my so doing |}I‘Q.H'l:_'ljli.'li itself. It is delicate, tender, and well-flavoured 5 but, like that of all other
birds, is not so good at some seasons as at others, and very old birds are of course not equal to those of
one vear old. If we take into consideration the kind of food upon which it subsists, the extreme delicacy
and 'Iitwnv:-':-e of its skin, and its comparatively inactive mode of life, we might naturally conclude that its
flesh would be such as I have deseribed it to be ; and although this observation applies more or less to all
the "'E]Wi“ of the genera Platycercus and Euphema, 1 consider the present bird to be in this respect pre-
eminent. , I : 1

Like other Fill'l_‘i{.':i of the genus, it bears confinement well 3 and althongh it is not so frequently met with

in the cage or the aviary as some of its more aaily attired brethren, it must not be attributed to any 1mapti-

tude for domestication on the part of the bird.

The sexes during the first vear are not to be distingnished from each other, but when fully adult, the
female is smaller in size and less brilliantly coloured than her mate. o

Holes in the large gum-trees afford a natural breeding-place. The eggs, which are laid in September
and the three following months, are pure white, and six or eight in number, one inch :'ilui two ]irw..-' long by
cloven and a half lines broad.  When the young are first hatched they are covered with long, white down,
nee not very dissimilar to a round ball of white cotton-wool.
'-,ml on the banks of the Tamar, and in one instance I saw hundreds

" some recently-thrashed corn, pruci&-ﬁ}' after the manner

and present an appear
I found this species very abund

conerewated at a barn-door among the straw ol

of the Sparrow and Pigeon in England. | |
f the head and back of the neck pale yellow, each feather very slightly

Forehead erimson; crown o h
dull erimson: cheeks blue; back and shoulders dark olive-

i 3 own : space under the eve
margined with brown ; spact s ! A .
middle of the wings blues the basal half of the primaries blue

. . . ‘|| » » 5 _" i ll-rl:
black. each feather edged with green; . : Fi |
: brown ; rump and two middle tail-feathers green, the

on their external edges, the remainder blackish

the tail-feathers dark blue at the base, lighter towards the tip; under surface of the body

remainder of
vellow ; bill flesh-colour feet grevish brown.

; - ; exes are verv similar, but a conside

The adults of both sexes are very sumilar, g

i i i i inge : heeks, wines, and outer

] o of the vear being oreenish olive with a slight tinge of blue on the cheeks, wings,

the voun: : i . s i _ o \ B

‘ H and a faint indication of the red mark on the forchead. As they advance in age they gr:
l ‘ ¥ 1 |- r »

e of the adult, which is not fully :m—muplhljml until the second or third year,

rable difference exists in birds of different ages,

tail-feathers,
dually assume the plum ‘ |
The Plate represents fully adult sexes of the natural size.







PLATYCERCUS FLAVEO LUS, Goud.
Yellow-rumped Parrakeet.

Pf’ml,rrr*rru.-.-_,i'fn;-w»u.l’ux_ Gould in Proc. of Zool. Soc., Part V. p. 26.

I mave no other information to communicate respecting this beautiful Platycercus, than that it is an inhabitant
of New South Wales, and is abundant on the banks of the sivers Lachlan and Darling. The bird was first
sent to this country by Captain Sturt some years since, when he presented a beautiful example with several
other rare birds to the Zoological Society of London. Since that period Major Sir Thomas L. Mitchell has
introduced several other specimens to England, and I am ‘ndebted to this gentleman for the only one in my
cabinet. 1 also saw in the Museum at E"\}'Iluv}f several spwimvua of this little-known bird, which had been
collected by Sir Thomas during his expeditions to the Darling, &e. In all the specimens here mentioned
little or no variation in their plumage is observable—a circumstance, which induces me to suspect, that, hke
the Rose-hill Parrakeet, the young are clothed in a similar character of plumage 1o the adults, or if not,
that they gain the full colouring at a very carly age: the sexes offer no external differences.

Forchead crimson ; checks light blue; crown of the head, back of the neck, back, rump, upper tail-
coverts, and all the under surface pale yellow, the feathers of the back being black in the centre and pale
yellow on their outer edges; middle of the wing pale blue; spurious wing and the outer web of the basal
pnriiun of the i}rimurlc.-:a deep violet-blue, the remainder of the prim;w';{:.e dark brownj; two central tail-
feathers tinted with green at the base, passing mto blue towards the tip; the remaining feathers have the

basal portion of their outer webs deep blue, passing into very pale blue towards their tips ; the mner webs

brown for a greater or less portion of their length, the extremc tips of all being white ; bill light horn-
colour; feet dark brown.

The Plate represents a male of the natural size.
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HEMIPODIUS MELANOTUS, Gowd

Black-backed Hemipode.

rac. of Zool. Soe., Part V. p. 8; and in Syn. Birds of Australia, Part 11.

419, note.

Hemipodius melanotus, Gonld in P
Gould in Gray's Trav. App., vol. il p.

Thernta melanol s,

received from Moreton

d this h’]i[_‘E"IL'H from a ::-;H'cirnun
Australia. It was

1;L]r~cul since 1 describe
ed other examples from the
by Mre. Bynoe, and to that gentleman [ an

SpyvpmaL vears have now e
eastern and northern parts of

Bay ; since then I have obtain

pr:wurr:l in the latter locality | indebted for the two fine specimens
d in the accompanying Plate.

wrticularly in the feeble form of 1ts
S sivut.h-rahiﬂ:'d :-]Iit‘{'il'_‘ri form
such as H. velox and H. castancothora.

1 which respect on

’ fizure
bill, the Hemipodius melanotus bears a close alliance

a small section which might with prf:prirt\'

In structure, and pi
to the Hemipodius parins 3 and the
ated from the stout-billed birds,

is a larger bird than the male, 1 v do the sexes differ in

be separ
The female of this species
ouiward appearance.
The total want of information r to conclude my
¢ with the following deseriptio
head black, each feather frit
t :'-"L‘Hli_'r‘-‘n'i.'-.].! hrown,
deep chestunt-red,
awn-yellow on their outer edges ;
with indistinct spots of bul
h feather having a

especting the Labits and economy of this bird compels me

account of 1 n of its colouring only :—

Crown of the
r the eve and cheeks, ligh
chestnut-red ; scapularies
giTn:!itml stripe of |
d with fine markings
psser wing-cove
front of the ne

tip 5 space hetween the hill and the eye,
r slightly tipped with black ;
ansverse black mark 1n

yed with brown at the
stripe ove the feathers of the latte
back of the neck rich with a large tr
1 feather, and a lon

, feather freckle

rump and upper

the centre of eacl

of brown, T on the
rts buff-yellow, eac
¢k and chest deep buff; sides

in the centre of each

tail-coverts black, eacl

| edees of the upper tail-coverts ;
Jack in the centre; 1:1'imur'w.m' brown ; thro:

ks light buff, with an oblong spot of bl

domen and under T:li!-um'm-l.:i bufly white 3

oreater and |
1t whitish 5
ack transversely disposed
bill and feet brown.

exteri:
spot of 1
{ the neck and fla
contre of the ab

0
feather 3

The figures are of the natural gize.







GEOPHAPS SCRIPTA.
Partridge Bronze-wing.

(olumba seripla Temm. P1 Col. 18 . - =} s
1 _PL Col. 187 ; and in Linn. Trans.. vol. xiii. p. 127.—Ste 1 q e ;
vol. xiv. p. 284. [ 7 —Steph. Cont. of Shaw's Gen. Zool..

Geophaps seripta, Gould in Proce. of Zool. Soc.. February 8, 1842, —G. R. Gray, Appendix f Gen. of Bird 1
ry : ays; 4 . ) Ll O =, pe 12

s 'I'lf::'l'rili‘lhil.*- 1IH1:|1'.I.‘ than unlinn‘r}' claims to the attention hoth of the ornithologist and the epicure, sinee
to the first 1t 15 of nterest as bemg a Ij.'ph':fl example of 2 minor group ol the Colunibida, whose habits
and cconomy are very ]wrlﬂi;n', and to the second as a most delicate viand for the table. It 1s, 1|I|lpil*~cﬂlrll-
ably, the best bird 1 ate while in Australias and, in my uph;inm it 1= second to none in any other part ol
1};0 world : the quality of its flesh s so superior to that of the Common Bronze-wing, that 1.1.u' latter cannot
for a moment be put in comparison with it; for, as in the Wonga-wonga Pigeon, another most excellent bird
for the table, hoth the npper and under pectoral museles are white, juicy nd delicately flavoured, while in the
Comuton Bronze-wing the upper muscle is brown. It is to be regretted that a 1:'1t':i possessing such high

||uui|.tu-.'m:m.a as an article of food should be so exclusively a denizen of the 1&1:1111~. of the interior that it is

available to few except inland travellers. It is L'll'lllt”",.’ill1L'l'l'h1il!1{1[] the sportsman, no other bird not strictly

gallinaceous offering so close a resemblance to the members of the genus Pert i (Partridoes) in many of

Partridge Bronze-wing ; and [ conceive that i no instance is the theory

its habits and manners as does the
ant than in the close resem-

of the analogical relationship of one group to another more strikingly borne

blance of the members of this group to those of the genus Perdiz.
When on the ground it has so much the carriage and actions of a Partridee that it might readily be
mistaken for one. 1 cometimes observed it in pairs, but more freque

‘1 number, which, when :1p|n‘n:u:hu{], ‘nstead of seeking cafety by flight, ran ofl with exceeding rapidity in an
yre that ulbpt-unrd

d down either on the bare plain or among any scanty herba
lL'Il'lll':-' ;.ilill‘n'ﬂ 1.1:-‘ the 1|IIH‘]I’.'1~iv

ntly in small coveys of from four to 51N

nppn_-;irv direction, and crouche
to offer the least shelter. It is withal so excessively tame, tl
while pztssluu'rnh'nu__-; the roads with their teams.

he ground or the herbage, that when crouched down for shelter it
|.'i1i|l‘.l].-|':\, making a loud

b 1t 18 not unfreq
drivers with their whips, The colouring of the bird assimi-
lates so closely to that of t is not casily to
and they will often lie until it 1s all but trodden upon. It rizes with extreme

be seen, i
Burring noise with the wings and _:_-;u:noruﬂ}' spinning ofl, not, as mieht be .-.np]u:_w:1, to another part of the

ree tree, on which 1t smmediately squats down quite flat, in the

p'luin._, but to the horizontal branch of a la
rom which it 1s not easily dlallngnlihhwl or driven ofl.
of a Partridge during flight, and 1t also assimilates in

<ame line with the branch, | The shortness of its
wings gives it much the appearance the arrow-like
rse to the nearest tree, terminating with a ski
to the colony of New South Wales in which
1:1‘nuvrrh-d on the Lower Namoi its numbers appe
¢ on all the plains and banks of ihe rivers between
¢ observed it 1 collections either

direction of 1ts cou mming motion of the wings before alighting.
The nearest point [ met with this bird was the Liverpool
Plains, from whence to as farasl
also heard from other travellers that 1
he Murray in Qouth Australia 3 but 1 have never Y€

ared to Increase. I have
t 1s vqn:ill}' abundan

New Sonth Wales and t
portions of the continent.
il on the bare cround without any nest.

from the porthern or westerth
and are ll(‘lm:-t:m
ilv i1:-L'1'rI:t'uw¢1 by killing one

The eggs are tWo in number, The young both
1gly when they are only as large as @ qn;:ll. as 1 satisfactor

but at what bird ] had fired T had not the slightest conceptior
ant of the pluiu.-a? I must not fail to mention that

a good supply of water seemed to

er-holes 3 in fact,
ls of various grasses and other small plants, 10 which

pun and fy strot : , :
y until |1 pwlwd it up.

which rose hefore me 3 _

' R i ; e T
In r-]:rukn:u‘ of this bird as an inhalbat it was far mort
y such as were interseeted by rivers and wi

abundant o
<tenee. 1S chief food is the see

e essential 1o its exi
wots and berries.

ht brown, the L-};Irum'ni
of the greater coverts with a

are added ar some <peasons Mmst |
+5 and the edeoes of

flead, all the upper curface and chest lig s of the wing-covel

s e i
much palers he outer webs of several -1,‘““['-““ g

the ]I:I'_un:u'h-x heite b =
1. harred with @ darker tint: chin- and throat, @ broad stripe from the lower
wle of the eye down the side of the neck,

g'rvrui-h '.“”'iﬂ“ oliseuret
another stripe from the posterior ar
Tid ]l-i-hhlf:k, the latter colour sur-

¢ Lo beneath the eye,

qandibl
of the neck snow-white, the

and a spot on the =ide
alsn forming a creseent across the

orevish brown at the base
eve bluish lead-colour;
al scales dark lmrpllwh vinous ret

interspaces hel

wnding the eve and lower part of the throats ahdomen grey s flanks
ri o - Yo 1
white ¢ all but the two centre
black : -rides black paked skin currounding the

and behind the eye mealy vinous red ; feet and front

The figures arc ©

tail-feathers and largely tippul with black s !
the corners smmediately before

1.

f the nat aral size.






GEOPHAPS

Smith’s Partridge

SMITHII.
Bronze-wing.

Colwmba Smithii. Jard. and Selb. 11, Orn., vol, iii. pl. 104.
Man-ga, Ahorigines of the Coboure Peninsula.

I’r.rr'h'r':{.l.:r- Pigean, Residents of Port Essineton.

Ix structure this species is in

show that 1t as clos |_x .|--~|1|L|Lt1l‘- i is |m!||.1- antd cconomy to the Ixiw of the renus as i

every respect a true (Feophaps, and the :u-rnm!m!:%.'illgr notes by Mr. Gilbert

It

well ean.

appears to be abundant on the north coast of Australia, which is the only part of the country from which 1

have vet received it.

s This hird,” says Mr. Gilbert, ** which at Port Easington is termed the Partridge, from its habits much re

bird, exhibitz a departure i sevi ral of its essential characters from the typical Pigeons, In its general ha
1 4l !

af incubation, and the character ol 1ts n wly hatched young, 1 differs considerably from all 15 congeners

all paris ol the Peninsula,

usually flies into the nearest tree, wenerally choosing the largest part of a horizontal branch to perch upon.

eround its flight 1s accompanied with a louder flapping or burrine noise than 1 have observed in any other 1

it 1t note 18 a €00,

but when on the ground, where it frequently remains stationary, allowing itsell to |

It would

--'-.|'I-!.I G At

haunts are meadows covered with short prass near water, or the edees of newly burnt brush.

mierates oceasionally from one part of the country to another ; for during the menths ol
be seen, while at the time of my arpival and for a month after they were so abundant that
| T

and in the January and February folls

individual was to

daily occurrence for persons to leave the settlement for an hour or two and return with severa

November they again appeared, hut were not so numerous as before ;
to be met with,
¢ This bird incubates from Aucust to October, making no nest,

i {ormine a .-]-Ij._',hL ]]llﬂu'.\'. i 1.‘.'|'|ii_-l| it l]l-];||-i1.- two cgEs,; which are ;:1'i.‘i'|'.i,-.'!1 white, onc inch

of an inch in breadth. The young bird on emerging from the egg is clothed with down like the young
Eves surrounded with a laree naked space

surface olive-brown throat white, the tips of the last feathers grey, {forming
on the cheeks a large hrownish grey spot,
md of white, the feathers of which are

{ the feathers are clear grey, marcined at the tip with

nearly insulated by the larze space

colour ;
surrounded by a narrow b tipped with black :
on the centre of the breast a few o

abdomen pm'inilr-h olive-brown 3 flanks white ; lower part of the abdomen

margined with il;lh' Lirown :

cecondaries dark hrown,
overts for two-thirds of their length from ihe base rich 1!111‘;1!

and one or two greater ¢

iail-feathers olive-brown, ithe remainder deep slate-grey :

centre

reflexions 3 two
tail-coverts dark brown mareined with light brown;

extremity 3 under
ring of red next the 1:':15111. then a broader ring of pure white, and 1
legs and feet bluish grey :
. male and female of the natural size.

hack of the tarsi and inner

orey ;3

The figures are those of

SETIN
hits. flizht, voioe,
It 15
is mostly seen in small families and always on the eround, unless when disturbed

When

zn rolled out that it greatly vesembles the note of the Quail, and which, like that bird, it 5

almost trod upon betor

but merely smoothing down 2 small part

and a quarter

the outer webs of the three or four
e with greenish wavy

IH' o L OEL ‘.III tl-il:

mode

rather abundant in

it then

V1 it rises from the

4 e

CArct _: ever uliers
rising. Iis favourite

hat this species

O r not a sinzle
it s a4 comman and
n the atier [lil!'I af
1 th ere rarely

and then mostly in pairs inhabiting the long grasses clothing the moister parts of the meatdows

of a clump of grass

lone by seven-( ierliths

of the Quail.’

of a brizht reddish orange colour : head and all the upper

a surrounding margin of that

of the eves being

chest reddish brown

black ; breast and

and vent bufl's |11‘111|:lr1r'- andl

last secondaries,

i base and black at the
irides of three colours, first a narrow
astly a narrow one of grey ; bill blackish

side of the feet }'vlluni.-‘-h arey.
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GEOPHAPS PLUMIFERA, Gou.
Plumed Partridge Bronze-wing.

l'a'r'.-r.ufarllrl,-‘ j-’lrn'lrrn'{lf:"_.':.', Gould in Proe. of Yool Soc., February 8, 1542,

‘I'mis rare and highly interesting species of Pigeon was sent me by my friend B. Bynoe, Esq., who procured
it on the north-west coast of Australia. The notes accompanying ihe bird informed me that 1 inhabits
the country between Cape Hotham and the island of Depuch 3 the specimen sent 15 from the isolated water
reaches about 150 miles up the Vietoria River. It congregates on the eround and rises hke a (Juail,
plunging immediately afterwards in the thick long grass.”

Iy its structure and markings it closely assinlates to the other members of the genus (eophaps 3 but
widely differs from them in its diminutive size, and in the ]m.-'u.-'v-nim] of a long and graceful crest springing
from the occiput, a character which exists m several of the Gallmacea, and 1s familiar to every one i the
pretty Pewit or L:1|m'inu; ( Fanellus eristatus) of the British Islands,

Lores and orbits naked, and of a vellow ish red ; head furnished with a lenethened n:-vilnhul crest, which
with the crown, sides of the neck and chest, and under part of the wing, are light ferrnginous ; chin black ;
throat banded alternately with white and black, the latter colour extending to the ear-coverts; Ol the chest
two semilunar marks of white, which meeting form a point in the centre ; middle of the abdomen light buff;
under tail-coverts brown, with lighter edges ; hack of the neck, back, rump and upper iail-coverts rufous
hrown; wings light ferruzinous, with the basal half of the feathers silvery grey, the two colours separated
by a transyerse band of black ; primuriw- rufous brown ; secondaries brown, with a large patch of bronze-
purple towards their tips : tail black 3 bill black ; feet reddish brown.

The fizures are of the natural size.







OCYPHAPS LOPHOTES.
Crested Pigeon.

Columba Lophates, Temm. PL Col. 142.—Wagl. Syst. Av. Columba, sp. 103 —Steph. Cont
vol. xiv. p. 289. pl. 34. Y
The Crested Pigeon of the Marshes,

. of Shaw's Gen. Zool.,

Sturt’s two Exp. to the interior of Souther jrat ' 1
/i | _ : rn Australia, vol. 1. pl. in p. 24
Turtur ? Lophotes, Sclby, Nat. Lib. Orn., vol. v. Pigeons, p. 174. pl. 18 : : L

e l‘]II:'I.'-uH‘r:l'hw u1.11- colonring, the extreme elegance of its form, and the graceful crest which flows back-
'u.'.':rqi.lw lru.um is u{':'1.l|mi_. :II.”. tend to render this Pigeon one of the most lovely of its tribe inhabiting Australia,
and in fact | t'untlt]:*l‘ |r_ 1S ””.1 surpassed in beauty by any other from auny part of the world. Itis to be
1:::[1':::![ ‘1::!;.1,1L,:i,\_\?l,lilllgu.l:L::.:.Il:fl.::,:, t'!n::l':u:{;:;:lj.- ;1:. Tiif.“_]”!j“”.'_PEL.”“i plains :;.1'”:1' iliTl!]‘il_lI',, itlc-:m never become

_ E eral ey : Nike the Peristern histriomea and Geoplaps seripta, 1t can only be seen
by l.lmw of our enterprising countrymen whose love of exploring new countries prompts them t:}.lf.’n'v for
2 time the haunts of civilized man to wander among the wilds of the distant interior, a portion of the
country never 1o he regarded as solitary or uninteresting by those who look with admiration upon the
wonderful works of their Creator: the fauna of the interior of Australia has in fact, as 1 have frequently bl
oceasion to remark in ihe course of the present worls, features 1::*{'11]1u|"|:-' its own, and its I!I[']Itl]l']'; are
eminently interesting both for their novelty and for the beauty and elegance of their form.

As might be supposed, this bird has attracted the notice of all our travellers gvho have journeyed across
the colonial line of demareation 3 Captain Sturt mentions it as being numerous ol the plains of Wellington
valley, and in the neighbourhood of the Morumbidgee. It would seem to aflect marshy situations in pre-
{erence to others, for ‘..'nlrmin Sturt observes that he took its appearance to be a sure sign of his ;:ppm;u-h
to 1 country more than ordinarily subject to overflow ; since, on the Macquarie and the Darline, those birds
were only found to - shabit the regions of marshes, or spaces covered by the Acacia pendula o the Polygonum
Juneeun. The locality nearest the coast line that I know it to inhabit, is the country near the great bend of
the river Murray in South Australia, where it is tolerably abundant 3 it abounds on the IJ1:ti!h- at the back
of Moreton Bay on the banks of the river Namoi, and s occasionally, but very rarely, seen on the Liverpool
Plains. It frequently assembles i very large flocks, and when it visits the laroons or river-sides for water,
during the dry seasons, cenerally selects @ single tree, or even a p:u‘lin'.n'l;w branch, on which to congregate s
very greal numbers iu-r:'h]uz side by side, and all descending simultaneously to drink : so closely are they
packed w Lile thus engaged, ihat 1 have heard of dozens of them being killed by the sinele discharge of @
o,

Itg powers of flight are so rapid as to be 11m~1;u;1liml by those of any member of the group to which 1t
belongs 3 an impetus being :u'qnh‘ml by a few quick flaps of the wings, it goes skimming off :1!1;:;1rvrnl:: without
auv further movement of the pinions. Upon alighting on a branch it elevates its tail and throws back its

lead, so as to bring them neatly together, at the same time erecting ts crest and showing itself off to the

utmost advantage.

[ met with the nest of this b'l'll..’l‘il.".": in a low tree, on the great plnln near Gundermein on the Lower Namol,
on the rwenty-third of December 1839 3 ke that of the other species of Pigeon, 1t was a slieht structure of

<mall twigs, and contained two white eggs, which were one inch and a quarter long and nearly an inch broad,
upon which the female was then sitting.

The sexes are alike in plumage.

Head, face, throat, breast and abdomen grey s lenethened occipital plumes black ; back of the neck, back,

ramp flanks, upper and under tail-coverts light olive-brown; the upper tail-coverts t1ppe:l with white 3
! Bk - * - -
hed with pinky salmon-colour 3 feathers covering the insertion of the wing deep buff,

<ides of the neck was
cach crossed near the tip with a line of deep black, riving this part of the plumage a barred appearance ;

<hinine bronzy green, mareined with white 3 pri:nnrlus brown, becoming of a deeper
fourth and fifth finely margined on the apical half of their external

ding the extremities of both webs 3

greater win@-coverts
: | the ]-mi"-.' - the 1'|ﬁ|'l_i,
the remainder with a narrow line of white boun
bronzy purple on their outer webs at ihie base, and brown at the ex-

fint as 11|1-1.' :111!!!'41.'“']
web with brow nish white,

cecondaries brown on their inmer webs,
two centre tail-feathe
irides buffy orange ; orbits naked, wrinkled, and

tremity hroadly mareined with white rs brown, the remainder blackish brown, f_{lm.::iud
i X i ] it .

or webs, and ripped with white 3

with green on their out .
e of the bill olive-black ¢ tip black : legs and feet pink-red.

af a pluk-t'v:i . postrils and b

The figures arc of the patural size.







PETROPHASSA A LBIPENNIS, Gould

White-quilled Rock Dove.

Petrophassa albipennis, Gould in Proc. of 7ool. Soc., Part VIIL p. 173.

e districts of

Tms highly singular .mpr:'h:.u of Th 10st ruggml, rocky and steril

reon is an inhabitant of the n
by the Officers of the

ession were sent me

The spwinmnx in my poss
1 their history. The form of

the north-west coast of Australia.
my ]'I':'I.]'ti{_'ﬂli'll'h rc.apwm

Beagle, but, [ regret to say, were unaccompanied by ¢
us to imagine that in many parts of
but on these points nothing can be

Australia have heen carefully investhe

the wing would lead its cconomy this .\'ll{'t'i.l‘.-i much resembles those of
ascertained with certainty, until

the members of the genus (Feoplaps 3
the ]wmlm-tinus of those remote parts of ated, o 1wrimi which, from
of the country, 1 fear is far distant,

the in!m.ﬂpitzﬂrhr character
oreyish brown, margined with s

Crown of the head and neck upper surface, chest and

mdy brown ; all the
lores black ; abdomen and under tail-coverts
the tip, black at the base 3 primaries dark

foet reddish brown.

cach feather inclining to grey s
small feathers white at
bill and irides Llackish brown ;

n, the centre of
throat clothed with
the basal half pure white
ale and a female o

tail rufous brow
chocolate brown 3
hrown at their tps,

The Plate represents a m * the natural size.
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EUPHEMA ELEGANS, Goud
Elegant Girass-Parrakeet.

Nanodes elegans, Gould, o1 Proc. of Zool. Soe., Part V. 1837, p. 26.—1b. Syn. Birds of Australia, Part IT
(aol-ye-der-ung, Aborigines of the lowlands of Western Australia.
Ciround Parrakeet, of the Colonists.

Avrnovan closely resembling in size and form the Blue-banded (irass-Parrakeet, this species differs in
several minor ||.-.u-'.'n-:ﬂn-.~~. The green colouring of its plumage is of a more golden hue ; the blue frontal
hand extends behind the eye, while in the former it reaches no farther than the front : the difference in
the colonring of ‘the wings of the two species is also strongly marked, that part in the one heing wholly
blue. whilen the other all the shoulders and portions near the seapularies are green. :

As far as 1 could learn, the present species is never seen in Van Diemen’s Land, while the Blue-banded
is 1 constant summer visitant to that island ; neither 1s 1t & commaon bird in New South Wales, its visits to
that country being quite accidental. T found it Abundant in South Australia, even in the depth of winter,
nd T have since received its eggs from the same country, as well as from King George’s Sound and Swan
River; we may therefore reasonably suppose it ranzes over all the - termediate country, and that it is
there a permanent resident.

It appears to prefer the barren and sandy belts bordering the coast, but occasionally resorts 1o the more
distant interior. Flocks were runst;mtl}' rising hefore me while traversing the salt-marshes, which streteh
along the coast from Holdfast Bay to the Port of Adelaide; they were feeding upon the seeds of grasses
and various other plunts, which were*there abundant : in the middle of the day, or when disturbed, they
retreat to the thick Banksias that grow on the sandy ridges the immediate neighbourhood, and 1 such
numbers, that 1 have seen lhl_!!"ﬂ; trees literally covered with them, termingled with the orangce-hreasted
species (. aurantia), which, however, was far less numerous. When they rise, they spread out and display
their beautiful vellow tail-feathers to the greatest alvantage.

The following account of this r-'»prrh*s. as observed 1n Western Australia, lias been sent me by Mre. John
Gilbert :

¢ It inhabits every variety of situation, but ln:n‘iirul:n'ly where there is an abundance of grass, the seeds
of which are its ﬁm;urh':- food : it may be cenerally ohserved in small families until the hottest part of the
year, when the courses being dried up, water only remains in small pools 3 these birds then congregate in
‘:ul!unst Heredible Lumbers morning and evening. At Kojenuh, where there are several pools, and no other
i, T saw these birds in myriads 3 but although I shot a great many, they were

water for many miles rout

qearly all young birds. Its flight 1s rapid and even, and frequently at considerable altitudes. I'he breeding

] : : i A
is in S : : ' » ewwrs being v ‘ ymber,” of a pure white
censon 1s in bpincmhm' and October ; the eggs being from four 1o seven o num I 3

by eight and a half lines broad.

eleven lines long, | 2 .
ad, bordered above by a narrow edging of light metallic blue,

A bar of deep indigo-blue across the forehe
which 1= continned over the eve ; lores rich yellow 3 head, cheecks, scapularies, back and upper shoulders
secondaries deep blue, edeed with lighter s }n—im:iriﬁ black, the hrst three or four edged

:_','I‘l.'l"ll.i.‘-nll. blue ; 1 - .
lilna-(ﬂ.ﬁ'ttrf.-' H’:bl[!p” l'rﬁ'l.'l‘-'_fl'l"_'l!:_ ﬂ!t'{]i'li :Hl[l ['llt‘!-'-t I_l‘ri.’{.'!lihh :-l'uf_l‘n\', 1];;,...,;112.-

externally with greenish blue ;

“uto bright vellow on the abdomen and under tail-coverts the centre of the abdomen tinged with orange ;

hase, and largely tipped with vellow irides

pwo middle tail-feathers oreentsh blue, thie remainder blue at the
lews and feet dull hrown.

s of the Pittosporin.

Lill dark brown, lichter on the under side 3

very dark brown; 1 1
' Je and a female of the natural size, on a brane

The Plate represents @ i
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EUPHEMA AURANTIA, Gowd.
Orange-bellied Grass-Parrakeet.

y r i .
Evuphema awrantia, Gould, in Proe. of Zool. Soc., Nov. 10, 1840

Avrnovan the present bird is not so elegant in form, nor graced with so brilliant a frontal band as several
others of the group, it has received an ample compensation in the rich orange mark that adorns the under
surface, a character by which it may be distinguished from every other known species.  Like the Euplema
chrysostoma, it is a summer visitant to Van Diemen’s Land, and they may sometimes be found associating
together ; still T have obtained specimens in localities where I believe the other is never seen, I observed it
sparingly dispersed in the neighbourhood of Hobart Town and New Norfolk, but found it in far greater
abundance on the Actreon Islands, at the entrance of ID’Entrecasteaux Channmel. These small islands are
covered with erasses and scrub, intermingled with a quantity of a species of Barilla, nearly allied to
Atriplex lalimus ; and almost the only land-bird that enlivens these solitary spots, is the present beautiful
Parrakeet : I frequently flushed small flocks of them from among the grass, when they almost immediately
alighted on the barilla bushes around me, their _-|mr1-'.1'|11:,::' orange bellies forming a striking contrast with
the green of the other parts of their plumage and the silvery foliage of the plant upon w hich they rested. -1
made many attempts to discover their breeding places, but always unsuccessfully 5 as however these islands
are destitute of large trees, I am induced to believe that they lay their eges in holes on the ground, or
among the stones on the shore. When I thoroughly disturbed them they flew ofl to the neiehbouring
islands, or to the main land, uttering a singular snapping note, very unlike that of their associates, the
Euphema chrysostoma. On visiting South Australia in winter, I there found it equally abundant on the flat,
marshy grounds bordering the coast, especially between the Port of Adelaide and Holdfast Bay. Specimens
collected in winter and summer, and in localities distant from each other, present no difference whatever in
their plumage.

It may be a casual visitor to New South Wales and Swan River, but I have not vet seen it i any
collections from those parts of Australia.
margined before and behind with a very faint line of greenish blue; erown of the

Frontal band blue,
shoulders, many of the secondaries, and outer edges of

head and all the upper surface deep grass-green j

the primaries deep indizo-blue ; lores, cheeks and breast yellowish green, passing into ereenish yellow on

ihe abdomen and under tail-coverts, the centre of the abdomen being ornamented with a large spot “of
L “

two centre tail-feathers green 3 the next on each side blackish brown on the nner, antl sreen

the remainder blackish brown on their inmer and gr
-+ des very dark brown; bill dark brown, becoming lighter on the under

rich orange ; |
the outer webs ; cen on their outer webs, and
on the : S 3

lareely lippwl with bright yellow ;

side ;3 legs and feet dull brown. ; _ ot : |
The female possesses the orange spot in common with the male, although, in her case, 1t 18 neither so

exlensive nor so brilliant.

4 male and a female, on a branch of the Barilla plant, of the natural size.

The figures represent







EUPHEMA PETROPH ILA, Gould
Rock Grass-Parrakeet.

.F-,'r.a};.l’u-r.-.«.rr I,ur-.frwu';j."r:, Gould in Proc. of 7aol, Soc., Part V111 p. 148.
Rock Parrakeet, Colounists of Swan River.

IxperexpenTLy of the difference -y the colouring of the face of this species, 1t differs also from all the other
members of the genus in its habits 3 for althoueh, like them, it obtains its food on the ground, feeding on
the seeds of the various grasses that grow over nearly the whole surface of Australia, it 1s far more partial
to rocky situations than to trees. [ have received specimens of this bird from Port Lincoln in South
Australia, but its great strong-hold appears to be the western coast, where 't occurs in great numbers on
Rottnest and other islands near Swan River: * Here,” says Mr. Gilbert, ¢ it breeds in the holes of the
most 1:1‘0ui|nituus Aliffs, choosing in 11:'t.1t1'1'euuc those facing the water and most difficult of access; and
hence it required no slight degrec of exertion to procure examples of the eggs, which, according to the
testimony of the natives, are white and seven or eight in number.

« Tts flight 18 extremely rapid, and at times it mounts to a great height in the air.”

The sexes are nearly alike in colour and may be thus deseribed =—

Frontal band deep indigo-blue, bounded before and behind with a very narrow line of dull verditer-blue ;
lores and circle surrounding the eye dull verditer-blue 5 all the upper surface }'rlhml_-ah olive-green 3 under
surface the same, but lighter, and passing into yellow, tinged with orange on the lower part of the abdomen ;
under surface of the choulder indigo-blue ; a few of the wing-coverts greenish blue; primaries brownish
black on their inner webs, and deep indigo-blue on the outer ; two centre tail-feathers bluish green; the
remainder of the feathers brown at the base on the inner webs, green at the base on the outer webs, and
largely tipped with bright yellow 3 irides very dark brown; upper mandible dark reddish brown ; sides of
the under mandible light yellow, the tip bluish grey; legs and feet dark brownish grey.

The figures are those of a male .nd a female of the natural size.
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EUI HE MA PULC HEL LA, wagler.
Chestnut-shouldered Grass- Parrakeet.

vill. . 170.—Linn. Trans., vol. xiil. p. 122.—

pl. 96, 1h. Gen. Fool., vol.
21 —Kuhl, Nova Acta, vol. x.

Psittacus pulchellus, Shaw. Nal. Mise.,
Ind. Orn. Supp., p.

Swains. Zool. Il Birds, sl Ser. pl. 73.- -Lath.

. 20
Lath. Gen. Syn. Supp., vol. ii. p. 89— Ib. Gen. Hist., vol, il p. 185.

Turcosine Parrakeet,
Le Vaill, Hist. des Perr., p. 5, female.

La Peirruehe Fldwarils,
Lath. Ind. Orm., vol. i 97,
Lath, Gen. Syn, supp., . o —1h. Gen. Hist., vol. ii. p. 156.

Shaw. Gen. Zool., vol. viii. p. 168,

Paittacus r'."r.-':'.'.ﬂr-_l;rl.x'-'- ",
H.«'u.u‘.',u--.fnr-fn’.l‘r-u’ Parrol,
(Jra H_l'_,l'i'-lr.ll Hied Parrakeet,
Bechst, in Lath, Uchers. der Vog., p- 74.

Y. P 277 —steph.

and Horsl, in Linn. Trans., vl x Cont. of Shaw's Gen. Zaol., vol. x1v.

Psittacus Fdwardsii,
Nuanodes rar.'.l's'."n-n"l"r-.v, Vi,
P 118,
Lathamus azurens, Less. Traité d'Orn., p. 200
Mon, Psitt. in Abhand., pp- 493 and 542

;'.'len'lla'n'.'ui I,-nr."r'.lri- la, 1\"-.;1:"1.

—

New South Wales will recognize in this lovely species an

attracted by 1ts beant
OTASSeS and of the smaller annuals, 1t

traversed the * bush™ 1n

attention was constantly iful outspread tail

AL those who have
during my own rambles my
Its sole food being the seeds of
appears to evince a greater
a ereater supply of s fi

old favourite s
it rose before me.

e on the ground, and r stony ridges than for
ly owing to the former pn_nhwlnu'
hetween the trees, pvn-ht-rx ot
I have never seen

Lut have cither met with it

and wings as
.-alw'u-:iz-: much of its tim
wial flats, which is pruh:l]
< ofl to a short distance

purtiuﬁh fo
wourite food.

the rich all
1 some dead branch for a time, anil

When flushed it flie
it impelled by hunge
ed in large flocks like
nies of six or cigh
st of this species,

this -1|L'("|1~-~ COneEre-

r, returns to the eronnd almost immediately.
in 1:.’111‘.~,

ol the Fuphema_ chrysostomda and . elegans;

or in small compa
[ did not.succeed in finding a ne

Hunter 1t wias hreeding t'x't-r}'wlu-n'

it it lays eight whit hole of a tree without any nest

so little in colour, ) to distinguish them.

the eye, cheeks, shoulders, rich metallic sreenish blue ;

¢ neck, upper curface and flanks bricht olive-green ;

ries and cecondaries deep blue on their outer
s rich vellow : four middle tail-

t in number.
luring my visit to the district

although I doubt not that «
on the authority of

of the Upper around me; but Myr. Caley states,

¢ eges in the but the decayed wood.
that dissection must be
and lesser wing-coverts

the natives, the

The sexes differ resorted fc
Forchead, st ripe over
the head, back of th
the wings 3 prima

crown of a hn:_:hl spot of chestnut-
d at the insertion of webs, and blackish

chest, centre of the ail-covel

re
abdomen, and under t
ly timmd with ve

1 one of the grasses of the

llow: hill and feet dark brown.

Upper Hunter.

swn on the mner:

b
the remainde base and large
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feathers green,

al size, 01
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EUPHEMA SPLENDIDA, Goud.
Splendid Grass Yarrakeet.

Euphema splendida, Gould in Proc. of Zool. Soc., Part VIIL p. 147.

I'r is a source of much regret to me, that T am unable to give more than a very slight wotice of the beantiful
bird that forms the subject of the present Plate. The single specimen from which my description was
taken came into my l'u_!'x:-l'.'-hi{ﬂl in 1840, unfortunately without any other information m_'r:u:|1phn}'1m_r it than
that it was a native of Swan River; from that period no other example occurred until 1845, when several
fine specimens were transmitted to me by the late Mr. Johnson Drummond, who had killed them near
Moore's River in Western Australia, and from whom I chould doubtless have received some purlirulurs
|'u:.~~tu-v1'|ng' the habits of this lovely species, had he not been treacherously murdered by a pative in his com-
pany, while encaged in secking for materials for this and my other works on the Fauna of Australia.

The F-p]vnll'ul Grass Parrakeet is in every respect a true Euphema, and has many characters in common
with the %, gu.ff{-:"u'.:"a"rr, but differs from that species in the entire absence of the chesinut mark on the
shoulders, in the more intense blue of the face, and in the gnr;:;vuusl:-.' rich scarlet colouring of the chest ;

"and is rendered remarkably conspicuous by the brilliant display of the three prhuiilw colours—Dblue, red
and }'s:]hm'_. on its face, breast and abdomen.

The male has the face and ear-coverts deep indigo-blue, becoming paler on the latters all the upper
upper wing-coverts beautiful lazuline blue ; under wing-coverts decp indigo-blue 3

surface grass-green;
roined with green ; fwo

yrimaries and secondaries black 3 the first three or four primaries slightly ma
bs, green on the external

centre tail-feathers dark green ; the remaining tail-feathers black on ihe internal we

webs and largely tip
centre 3 chest rich deep scarlet ; under surface yellow,
flanks.

The female differs in having the

and in the chest being green instead of scarlet.

ped with bright vellow, which increases ‘n extent as the feathers recede from the

passing into green on the sides of the chest and

face and wing-coverts, both above and beneath, of pale lazuline blue,

branch of Beaufortia decussata, one of the plants of

The Plate represents two males and a female on a

Western Australia.







HEMIPODIUS SCINT [LLANS, Gould.

Sparkling Hemipode.

Hf'::tf;lr:r-!'r'.'m seintillans, Gould in Proc. of Zool. Sge.. Part XIIL p. 62.

Tuis very heautiful species of Hemipode is an inhabitant of the Houtman’s Abrolhos, a group of islands so
called lymg ofl' the western coasl of Australia, and 1s tolerably abundant on two of them named East and
West Wallaby [slands, where it 18 prlnt'lp;lll:-.' met with among the limestone crags.

In its weneral appearance and the style of its markings it much resembles the Hi :ase';araff—':f.a' parins, but on
comparison will be found to be but little more than half the size of that species; independently of which,
ihe eolonring 18 much lighter, more varied and .ﬂlmrklluu', the white margins of the hack-feathers more

numerous and conspicuous, and the markings of the throat and breast of a crescentic instead of an clongated

form.
Nothing whatever is known of 1ts habits and economy, but they doubtless closely resemble those of the
other species of the genus.

The whole of the upper surface is light
within which are two narrow lines of black and white 3
gigzag bars of black, the interspaces of the outer margins

chestnut-red, cach feather crossed by broad bars of brownish
black and margined with grey, wing-coverts anil
tertiaries light chestnut-red, crossed by irregular

oreyish white 3 chin and sides of the face white, with a narrow crescent-shaped mark of brown at the tip of

each feather ; sides of the chest chestnut, each feather t'lppvd with white, withn which 15 an indistinet
yale buffy white, the feathers of the chest with a row of dark

mark of deep black : chest and under surface |
prinmrit-s brown, narrowly edeed with

rain, giving that part a speckled appearance ;

arey spots on cach ma
est on the culmen and becoming ashy grey beneath s

white 3 irides reddish vellow 3 bill greenish grey, dark
Jews and feet nr;mgv-}'v]Iu;v.

The figures are of the natural size.
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HEMIPODIUS VARIUS.
Varied Hemipode.

Perdix varia, Lath. Ind. Orn, Supp., p. lxiii.

New Holland Partridge, Lath. Gen. Syn. Supp., vol. ii. p. 283.

Varied Quail, Lath. Gen. 1ist,, vol. viil. p. 344, no. §8.

Hemipodius varins, Temm, PL Col., 454, f. 1.—Gould in Syn. Birds of Australia, Part II

Turniz varius, Vieill. 2nd Edit. du Nouv, Dict. d'Hist. f\':u.L. tom. xxxiv.—l1b. Ency. Hﬁﬁ.., part i. p. 331.—List of
Birds in Brit. Mus. Coll., part iii. p. 41. : L

Mov-ro-lum, Aborigines of the lowland distriets of Western Australia.

Painted Quail, Colonists of Van Diemen’s Land and Swan River.

A m:.\'.u the game birds of Australia the Varied Hemipode plays a rather prominent part, for although its
flesh is not so wood for the table as that of the little partridge and quail, Synvicus Australs and Coturnis
;Jr-f‘rfaa'r;ff.x'. it 1s 2 bird which is not to be despised when the gzunv-h:t:f is emptied at the end of a dav's
sport, as it forms a not unacceptable variety to its contents. Although it does not actually associate with
cither of the birds mentioned above, it is often found in the same districts, and all three species may be
procured in the course of a morning’s walk in any part of the colonies of New South Wales and Van Die-
men's Land. The natural habits of the Hemipodius varius lead it to frequent sterile stony ridges, interspersed
with scrubby trees and moderately thick grass; the quail, on the other hand, tenants the open plains and
fields of corn ; the little partridge loves to dwell in swampy lands, where the herbage is rank and green ;
and these particulars relative to the habits of the three birds in question being known to the colonists who
have paid any attention to sporting, it is easy for them, by varying their ground, to procure either of the
species they desire to obtain.

The Varied Hemipode 1s very common in all parts of Van Diemen's Land suitable to its habits, hills of
moderate elevation and of a dry stony character being the localities preferred ; it is also numerous on the
sandy and sterile islands in Bass's Straits; on the continent of Australia, it is abundant in New South Wales
and South Australia: specimens from Western Australia, which at first sight appear to be identical with the
bird here figured, are found to be smaller in size and to differ in their markings, and they will probably prove

Van Diemen's Land .'-'~|}l!L“l]1ll'll.‘-i1 having an average weight of five ounces each, are
of New South Wales ; no difference however occurs in their markings ; [ therefore
men has yet come under my notice

to be a distinct species.
rather larger than those
consider them to be mere local varieties and not distinet species : No spec
range of the species doubtless does not extend to within several derrees of

from the north coast, and the

that latitude.

It runs remarkably quick, and when flushed flies low, its pointe
1w over the around the neck is stretched out and the head

. wines giving it much the appearance of

a snipe or sandpiper. When running or walkii
ther with the rounded contour of the b
August or September and terminates in January, during which
: iy number, and are either deposited

carried very high, which toge ick give it a very grotesque appear-
The breeding-season commences n
The eggs are invariably four
. , placed in some slight hollow, not unfre-

ance.
]H’.rlml at least two broods are reared.
on the bare oround or in a slightly constructed nest of grasses
of a stone or at the foot of a tuft of grass;
ted than those of other gallinaceous
ed with reddish brown, chestnut and purplish grey, one inch

quently under the lee they are very similar in form to those of
the Sandpipers, being more poit
thickly spotted and freckl

birds ; they are of a very pale buff,

very minutely and
lone by one inch hiroad.

a loud pl:til:tin: note, which is often rvpmlc:i.
and indeed with all the species of the genus, 15

in fact, is the difference, that

and a quarter
It has rather
One very remarkable
the female when compi

feature coimected with this bird,
wred with that of her mate; soO areat,

the large size of i, |
e it sufficiently apparent ;3 no difference however exists

the figures in the accompanying Plate scarcely mak
in their colonr and markings.

they are hatched, and their appearance
carcely be distinguished.
whose markings and colours resemble, but are less

The young run s soon as then assimilates so closely to t!mt of i:l:f:
young inartr-idgés and quails that they can s The pretty downy coat with which
~ ey are then covered soen gives place 10 feathers,
hril-liant than those of the adult.

: . : - - kinds are eaten, but
The food of this species consists of mse former many kinds are eaten,

cts, grain and herries; of the







HEMIPODIUS MELANOGA STER, Goud.

Black-breasted Hemipode.

Hemipodins melanogaster, Gould in Proe. of Zool. Soc,, Part V. p. 7.

AvsTiAaLia may be said to constitute the great nursery of the Hemipodes ; for no other country is inhabited
by so many .-~1|a~L'iv.~'-, and certainly there '« not a finer one in existence than the subject of the present Plate.
Future research will doubtless furnish others, and in all prmhnhilitj.' the interior, at present a terra incognita,
will not be wanting in species of a form !ru{'nliiwl}' adapted to suhabit the sterile kind of country of which 1t
is supposed to consist.

[ recret that, never having seen this species in a state of nature, I am unable to render any account of its
habits and economy. It is a native of the castern portion of Australia 3 specimens in my own collection,
and in those of the Zoological Society and King’s College, London, were all procured at Moreton Bay.
Judging from analogy, I presume that the sexes present little or no diflerence 1 their markings ; until
we are enabled to resort to dissection, we cannot with eertainty ascertain whether the same disparity in the
size of the sexes oceurs in this species as in the other members of the genus ; in all probability the female
will be found to exceed the male.

Crown of the head, ear-coverts, throat and centre of the abdomen black 5 over cach eye extends a line of
feathers having each a small white spot at the tip 3 this line extends to the nape, which part is also thickly
spotted with white on a black and chestnut-coloured oround ; feathers on the sides of the chest and flanks
black, having a large crescent-shaped marking of white near the tip; mantle and upper part of the back
rich chestnut brown, cach feather having a spot of white and a stripe of black on each side, and barred with
near the tip 3 shoulders, greater and lesser wing-coverts rufous brown, each feather having a

black at or
d with a black line s primaries dark brown ; thighs and upper and under tail-coverts

white spot surrounde
brown, freckled and crossed with black 3 bill light brown 3 feet flesh-colour.

The Plate represents the bird of the natural size.
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PEDIONOMUS TORQUATUS, Gould.
Collared Plain Wanderer.

Pedionomus torgqualiis, Gould. in Proe. of Zool, Soc., September 8, 1840.

s e T : s ; o 0 -
I'ng structure ol his sineular littde bird is admirably 5111115111'!1 for inhabiting those extensive and arid plu'uh

which characterize many of the ecentral pm‘llnm of Australia ; and we may reasonably suppose, that when-
ever its vast interior shall be explored, other species of this new form will be discovered. The bird forming
the subject of the present Plate was received from Mr. Strange, who merely ctated that he killed it on the
plains, near Adelaide. 1 also learn from Captain Grey, that Mr. Hack, of Adelaide, had a dog which was
constantly in the habit of catching a small quail-like bird while hunting over those plains, and which 1s
doubtless s dentical with the present, as a second species I obtained on Gawler Plains was caucht in a similar
way by one of my dogs.

Its lengthened and bustard-like lers are admirably suited for running, while its short round and concave
wings are as little adapted for extensive flight 3 the seneral contour of this little Wanderer in fact suggests
the idea of a diminutive Bustard 3 and were its legs not farnished with a hind toe, it would range very near
to that group. It has also soeveral characters in common with If{'}.i‘i;fﬂir.l'l;i'-f.‘?, and a bird from Africa, figured
by M. Swainson in his Zoological Tllustrations ” under the name of Hemipodeus nirosus, but which in his
more recently puhlishi'd « (lassification of Birds " he has placed in the genus Ortygis of Nheer.

I regret to say 1 am unable to give any account of its habits and economy ; but 1 trust that my friend
{.1"11““1’.1 Sturt, who 1 resident near the locality it inhabits, and whose ardent love of Natural History will
induce him to pay every attention to the subject, may be able to collect the rm!nlrln' information on these
interesting ]H}.Hit.‘\. in which case lhis observations will be included in the present sy

Crown of the head reddish brown, speckled with black ; sides of the head and the neck light buff, speckled
with black ; neck currounded by a broad hand of white, thickly .~1mm~1! with black ; all the upper surface
reddish brown, each feather having several transverse crescent-shaped marks in the centre, ~nd margined
with bufl’s tail buff, crossed by numerous narrow brown bars s contre of the breast rufous, the remainder of
the under curface buff's the feathers on the breast marked in a similar manner to those on theupper surface,
and the flanks with large irregular spots of black 3 irides straw-yellows; bill yellow, |+:1~.-111g into black at the
p{]inl . feet Erm‘niih }.dhm'.

The figures arc of the natural s17C.
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LEIPOA 0O CELLATA, Gould.
Ocellated Leipoa.

Leipoa acellata, Gould, in Proc. of Zool. Soc., October 13, 1840.

a‘\yn.s.::. Aborigines of the lowland ; Nytw-o0, of the mountain districts of Western Australi
Native Pheasant, Colonists of Western Australia. : T

=
I'mis beaut ird s i : i 1 i
autiful bird is among the most mteresting of the novelties which th

; ‘ e little-explored region
Australia have lately unfolded to us; since, : Skt

¥ ; i by its discovery, and a knowledee of its habits, we are enabled
0 assign to 1ts proper family (the Megapoding) the singular specic

| s figured under the name ¢ " Tirlerrn
Lot hemii, o hh‘ e

he Ocellated Leipoa appears to be more peculiarly suited for a plamn and open country than for the

tangled h]'n-xh ;, and 1 s “,“M curious to ohserve how beautifully the means employed by Nature for the
H']}‘rmhu"nnn of the species 1s _auinpt:-{l to the situations it is destined to inhabit. A sketeh of its economy,
tf 1‘.‘“:;1‘1".*”i:::11|:13'I.'{1.:1'L"HI'tlt:':':Llr:;:rt;:;'n:lllj :i_li;}.h"?l'." .\.NII ".”_. "y er'_']'l'il”" {‘;"H”'Hr- 3”.'" i‘: here given in s own words :
! g ¢ abits, manners, and ndifeation of this bird have been detailed to me
!i:. 'lu.. _"klnurr,. IBsq., \dvoecate-General, Mr. Armstrong, the aboriginal interpreter, and some of the more
intellicent natives of Western Australia.  Mr. Moore saw @ great many of them about sixty miles north
of Perth : but its maost favorite country appears o be the barren sandy plains of the interior, 100 miles
nortl and east of York. It is a ground bird, never taking to a tree except when closely hunted 3 when
|mr.-m'!l it will frequently run its head into a bush, and is then easily taken. In its :u'1'n-n|~ and manners
it is very like the domestie fowl,  Its food venerally consists of seeds and berries. It has a mournful note,
very like that of a pigeon, but with a more inward tone. The egos are th-1m.-'|lrt! in a mound of sand, the
formation of which is the work of both sexes: the natives say they seratch up the sand for many vards
around, forming a mound of about three feet in height the inside being constructed of alternate lavers of
dried leaves, grasses, &c., among which the eggs are deposited to the number of twelve and uim;u-:rin__ and
covered up by the birds as laid; or, as the natives express it, ¢ the countenances of the eggs are NeEver
visible.”  The bird never sits upon the eggs; but when she has laid her number the whole are covereld up,
after which the mound of sand resembles an ant’s nest. The eggs arc hatched by the heat of the sun's rays,
the vegetable lining of the hillock retaining sufficient warmth during the night : the eggs are deposited in
layers, no two eggs beine suffered to lie without a division. They are about the size of a fowl's egg, and are
white, very slightly tinged with red. The natives are exceedingly fond of them, and rob the mounds two or
three times in a season they judge of the probable qumber of eggs in the heap by the quantity of
feathers lying around. If these are abundant, they know the hillock is full, when they immediately open it
and take the whole; upon which the bird will again comMence laying, to be robbed a second time, and will
1'1'1.‘11111*11!1}' lay a third time. Upon qnc.atinnim{ one of the men attached to Mr. Moore's rx]uwiilinn, he gave
me a similar account of its habits and mode of incubating addine, that in all the mounds they opened they
found ants almost as pumerous as in an ant-hill, and that in many instances that part of the mound sur-
rounding the lower portion of the eges had become S0 hard, they were obliged to chip round them with
a chisel to get them out: the insides of the mounds were always hot.”
rilpl:l.lll Grey, of the 83rd Regiment, who has just returned from his L‘.\'Ell'frlliull to the north-west coast,
has also furnished me with the following snformation respecting its range, &C. ¢« The farthest point north,”
<avs this gentleman, s« at which 1 have seen ihe breeding-places of this bird, 15 Gantheaume Bay. The natives

of lang Georee's Sound say the same, ora nearly allied .\]u::‘iv:-q? exists in that nq:i'_{'ll.llmn"lu:url. I have never

fallen in with its nests hut i one description of country, viz. where the soil was dry and sandy, and s0 thickly

o Leptospermiti, that if you stray from the native pnlh:-', it is almost nnpu.xnl]h-

wooded with a :-']wci:-.n' of dwar
oods small open slades occasionally oceur, and here

to force vour way hrough. In these close serubby w
the _\Z;_r'{'r:w. 00 u.'m-ln-'n'mﬂ-' its nest, a large heap of sand, dead grass and boughs, at least nine feet in diameter,

in height : 1 have seen them even larger than this. Upon one occ
plm-ml <ome distance from each other, and buried in the carth.
by the natives led me to believe that at times large pumbers are

and three feet asion only [ saw eres
1 i ( -
in these nests 3 they were [ am not sul
of the number, but the account given

found.”

The Ocellated Leipo:
and moreover differs from that
ith a beautifully variegated style of colouring.
<t blackish brown 3 neck and shoulders dar
of lanceolate feathers, which are black with a whit
ands of arevish white, brown and black
: 1:; on the tips of the seconda-

than the Wattled Talegalla,

, is altogether a more slender and elegantly formed bird
and in being

bird in having the head and neck thickly clothed with feathers,
adorned »

k ash grey; the fore part of the former, from the

Head and cre
chin to the breast, marked by a series
back and wings :_’tlllullil'tlllil-l:.' marked with three distinet b
ach feather, the marks assuming an acellate form, purticul:u' ‘
| wr lines of darker brown ; rump and upper tail-

ed with two or three zigzag lines near

e stripe down the

centre
near the tip of e an o
ries : prinmriv.-a brown, their outer webs marked with zigz
wnish grey, the feathers of the latter transversely mark

overts | ; i :
e flank feathers barred with black ; tail blackish

all the under surface lieht buff, the tips of the
d with buff ; bill black ; feet blackish brown.
thirds of the natu ral size.

their 0p 3
brown, hroadly tippe
The fgures are about two-






MEGAPODIUS TUMULU
MEGAPODIUS TUMULUS, Gowd.
Mound-raising Megapode.

1;1 T ¥ r

i ajfrlrur,r.r:r.' fumulus. Gould in Proe. of Zool. Soe., February 8, 1842
P i Igp T iy oy ‘ b
”.r;rur_.rll.':.u.;_j.a. Aborisines of the Coboure Peninsula

| i ||I 1 4 v - -
Jungle-fouel, Colonists of Port Essington.

Tur discover " 1 ' ; s 1
ry of o snecies of Meeapr : alin, i
shantd he 1 i 5 podins in Australia, as soon as the northern portions of the country
~1|u'1-:|:r to o careful investigat i re i ' . L
ik i estization, is no more than might have been expected, considering that
e T |:|r-=: ant the aul i : ; |
2 . ¢ adineent islands are the great nursery of this extraordinary tribe of birds.
ien the Mezapor i S ¥
v . rfr,.,: T nuelus first came under my observation 1 conceived it to be the AL rubripe f
M. Temminck, and it was not until T had ex: sl s | ik
: _ ad examined specimens of that species in the Museums of Paris and
Leyden that 1 wa --..||."-.r1 of its being distinet. It 4 y I ;
4 14 | o il : much ereater size and more than 1nnlun1mnn1ul\
OWEerit wre are ainone the s v e dhillerence ; 2 A ]
! ! e are among the speeihic dilferences which will be observable by those who may feel lli-]r1r-:'1i to
institute @ comparisor Iuteresting 1« In 3 o .
e e @ comparison.  Interesting as this hird must be to every naturalist, to myself it is peculiarly so
RINeEe E'L!" Vidlhe hle notes o s ahi 1 e 1 ! 4 oo
. luahle not noits habits and economy which happily I cnabled to give fully confirm all
B IH had vreviously asser . e [ F " i ; L 1
[ had previously asserted respeeting the extraordinary mode ol nenbation of the Tulegalla, verifying

the opinion I have belore 88

: | v 1 ha elor pressed, that Megapodis, Palesalle and Leipoa are most nearly allied genera
ormine part of a great fam < e .

! l S 8 : w\l}_ of birds, whose range will be found to extend from the Philippines through
the islands of the Indan \rchipelago to Australia.

Lhe Megapodius 1w i« rather numerously spread over he whole of the Cobourg Peninsula on the
north coast of the Australian continent, where the British settlement of Port Essington is now established ;
- ey o i ;
future research will doubtless require us to assign to 1t a much wider range, probably over the whole extent
of the north coast.

e followiiie account of 1ts habits is taken from Mr., Gilbert's notes 3 and, novel and extraordinary as
my description of those ol Tulegalla and Lepoa may have been considered, this will be read with even

oreater interest.

“ On my arrival at Port Essington my attention was attracted to numerous immense mounds of earth, which were pointed gut
to me by some of the residents as the tumuli of the aborigines ; on the other hand 1 was assured by the natives that they were

formed by the Jungle-fowl for ”1'- purpose of incubating its eggs: their statement appeared so extraordinary, and so much at variance
s, that no one in the settlement believed them, or took sufficient interest in the itter Lo examine

with the E-:'I'I.l'.'l.'i:li lighits of bir

the mounds, and thus to verify or refule their necounts ; another cireumstanee which induced a doubt of their veracity, was the
great ize of 1he cgzs broug wht in by the natives as thosze of this bLird. Aware that the ezos of Lefpoa wer hatehed in a similar

er, my attention was imme diately arrested by these ac counts, and 1 at once determined to ascerl v all 1 possibly coulid
ff‘*l'““‘"" go singular o {eature in the bird's cconomy ; and having proc ured the assistance of avery imu_'ll'r;-_";'; native, who under-

took to guide me to the different places resorted to by the bird, procecded on {he sixteenth of November to Knocker's Bay, a part

of Port Essington Har Lour comparatively tut little known, and where I had been informed a number of these birds were always 10

be scen. 1 landed beside a thicket, and had not pmwul{n far from the shore ere 1 came to a mound of sand and shel s, with a
it was ('l'.l'-'{'].l'];!l.!i! in the

{ black -~'-i'| {he base resting on a sandy beach, only a few foet above high water mark ;
On

slizht mixtu
|'-]u--t'u|.hd Hil _was of a conical form, twenty feet in circumierence at the base, and about five feet in height.
i<king him what it was, he replied, * Oooregoorgi Rambal,’ Jungle-fowls' house or nes gt, 1 then
found a voung bird in a hole about two feet deep; it was lying on a few dry

@q far T was satisfied that these mounds had some connexion with the

large yellow-
pointing it out to the native and
serambled up the gides of it, “Ll to my extreme de alight
withered leaves, and appeared to be only a few days ald.
bird’s mode of sncubation ; but 1 was st ill sceptical as to the prob
d, and my =u=1m .ons were confirmed by m¥ being unable to induce the native,
cos of the old birds having recently been there.” 1took

ability of these young birds as seendine from so greal 2 a depth asthe

natives represchils in this instance, to search for the
o knew it would be of no use, as lie saw no tra
:'-1 intending to rear it if possible; 1 therefore obtained a moderately sized box, and placed in it a large

bruised Indian corn 1 was in full hopes of succeeding, but it prov od of so wild and in-
itself to such close confinemer anid eflected its escape on the third day. During

iied in seratching up Llw sand into heaps, and the rapidity w ith which 1t

eres, his excuse beingthat °

the utmost care ol the young

- : A= i 1 b e el a1
portion of sand. As it fed TR r freely on
traciable o -'.’.--L.~.--5.licr.1 that it would not concile

the pe iod it remained in captivity it was incessantly occuj
threw the sand £ ¢-om one end of the box 1o the other was quite surprising for so young and small a bird, its size not being larger than

that of o s i1l quail At nizht it was 20 T¢
In seratching “-l' the sand it only Us 4 one foot, and having

vine its standing position on ihe other leg; this habit scemed to be the result of an mnate
for althouzh Indian corn

stless that I was constantly kept awa ke ‘u the noise it made in its endeavours Lo escape.

crasped a handful as it were, the sand was thrown behind it, with but

little apparent exortinn, and with i
restless disposition a2 | a desire Lo use its p |‘-.'-LJ-l.|. ot and to have but little connexion with its feeding;

he bird in picking any of it up while thus employed.
#them taken from the mound until the sixth of February,
in one of the largest

was mixed with the sand,
an o srtunity o { seei

4! {‘Lll.l.ii'u.'.]u'.l to red SV
1 two taken from a depth of six feet,

when on aenin Vistting Knocker's Bay I hiad '__fr'.:1'.lll.-...1l_<1|-. of secin :
mounds T had ‘hen scen.  In this mstanc ihe holes ran down in an u'uliupm direction from the centre towarids the outer fl"i’tf of the
hillock, so that althoueh the exzis were six lett deep from the summi tlux were only two or three feet from the side. ’lh_{- hirds are
gaid to lay bat 2 single cgg In each hole, and after ihe exz is deposited the carth is immediately thrown down lightly until the hole
; ; the mound is then ~'i.rmt]|- d and roun 1h:1 over. It is easily known when a Jungle-fowl has been

is filled up ; the UpRer part
recently excay nting, from

the mound, and the earth being &0 lightly
ection of the hole 15 readily detected, the ease Or difficulty of thrusting the stick down
Thus far it is easy €nouz «h : but to reach the ezes
and only make s sufficient room

of its feet on the top an v sides of

thirown over, that with a

s pE g T e arsod Si0CE d's ions.
J|1L]||;_;;j|;|,'|_' the lengtin OF B eiaf e since the -|.-.|J' aperatioh
The natives < them up with tlicir hands alone,

._1!1.11r¢= 1 little excrios gnd




to admit their bodics, and to throw out ithe carth between their legs ; by grobbing witl their fin | Lk
; MR S I X with their fingers alone they are enabled 1o
- which will sometimes, at a depth of seve

follow the direction of the hole with greater certainty al | '
) several feet, turn off abruptly at right

angles, its direet course being obstructed by a clump of wood or some other impediment
severe trials, In the present instance the native dug dow
finding an egg, f

ort Their patience is, however, olten put to
1 =ix times in succession to a depth af

at least six or seven fect witl
I 1. ; : f f 1ol
wid at the last attempt came up in such a state ol exhaustion tl

it he refused Lo try again ; but my interest was now

too much excited to relinquish the opportunity of verifying the native's statements

ki geverth ; and by the offer of an additional reward 1
this seventh trial proved successful, and my gratification was complete
and satisfaction held up an eg thos

1|Ir]11 | 01 € i\l i L Lt

L ! im t ¥ s |'|-. 1 LG TIELLY L ‘ L

_111-5 l.ll.l] Lw r ””\\‘L TH1LH 1Lt 5 L] ;
fAEL 0 - ML « el l:l"ll.h'x i ul "'LL|||I1

- thus proving o e
chould be of disreearding the narratives of these poor children of nature, because they EIL'1: nl-[-l ]tull'rl;uj']:rlf 'lll'ltllfr:il‘;'.ll-.-lfl-1 1: l-‘-r}-h_:uh
{rom :ub}lh'm:: with which they were ]1r{.~."1n|:.~'-]}' :1|'.I[1l1|:.||1|-ll. ¥R 0 sound extraordinary of different

“ 1 revisited Kuocker's ””F on the tenth of February, and having with some difficulty pen: trated into a dense thicket of cane
like créeping plants, | suddenly found mysell beside a mound of gigantic proportions. 'l'-. -.-.;:- fifteen -|L1l in |.'k-.'| r'-l‘l I-\-x-lulll.'fllll.% -
circumference at the base, the upper part beine about a third less, and was entirely composed of 1' 1:'| B

! 3 chost des .'|'I tion of lieht
vegetable mould 5 on the top were very recent marks of the bird's fect,

3 Ilie native and myself immediately sct to wark, and after
an hour’s extreme labour, rendered the more fatiguing from the excessive heat, and the tor

mentine attacks of myriads of mos antoed

and sand-flies, I succeeded in obtaining an egg from a depth of about five feet ; it was in a perpendicular e ition, with the carth
: . . ; : ; ' il CTiF ( L b el Wi e L
gurroundine and very lightly touchine it on all sides, and without any other material to impart w wmith, which in fact dud nol
1 i WL iy i PRl Lk !
Appear NECCsEAry, the mound being quite warm 1o the hands,  The holes in this mountd commenced at the outer ed of the sum
nik alk e CRRIRA g b L Suink=

mit, and ran down abliquely towards the eentre ; their direction there fore is not uniform. Like the majonty of the mounds 1 have

- hig 1w g W " 1 1 ¢ Tenlne Y " " . .
goen, Lhis wias 80 1t nyele el 1 L |-..|_"- |1|||.|_:___|. i trees as Lo lll:'l,'fhl'fl'-' il o 'III.!I’I_'.' of the sun's ravs re

 Phe mounds differ very much in their composition, form and gituation : most of those that are placed near the w iter's edge

without @ vestige of any other materinl, but in gome of them | met with a portion of sol and

wehine any |ILI= ol it.

weore formed of sand and shell

decaying wood ; when constructed of this loose material Lthey are very - recular in outling, and often resemble a bank thrown up

1':‘ a constant heavy su {. Une r markable h[n'rin'.-.-n of this de --L'-."lp‘.ii;-la, situated on the southern side of Knocker's Bay, has the
ApPEArATIC: of n bank, [rom twenty-five to thirty feet in leneth, with an average heicht of five fect ; another eve ;
gituated at the head of the harbour, and is composed entirely of pebbly wron-stone, T mbline a confused heap of sified gray d
into this 1 dug to the depth af two or three {eet without finding any chanze of charicter ; ik may have been -:-r.:.r'.- 1 orizinally, bul
< now withont any regularity, and is very extensive, covering a space of at least a hundred and fifty fect in circunf : I'i'l
remarkable spectinens would, however, scem o be exceptions, as by far the rreater nomber are entirely formed of Light Waek vege-

table soil, are of a conical form, and are situated in the densest thickets. - Ocecasionally the mounnds are met with in barr

and sandy situations, where not a ]:-l‘.ll.ili'll'! of soil similar to that of .which they are composed oceurs for miles around :

154
goil i3 111-n<'n.u-c.5 in such siluations appears unaccountable ; it has been said that the parent birds bring it from a great distance; but
s we have seen that they readily adapt themselves to the difference of situation, thisis scarcely probable: 1 conceive that they collect
the dead leaves and other vegetable matter that may be at hand, and which decomposing forms this particular deser of zoil
The mounds are doubtless the work of many years, and of man} birds in succession ; some of them are evidently very ancient,
trees being often seen ;;m*.'-'in;_: from their sides; in one instance [ found a tree growing from the middle of a mound » hich was a
foot in diameter. I endeavoured to glean from the natives how the young effect their escape ; but on this point they do not agree;
some asserting that they find their way unaided ; others on the contrary affirmed that the old birds, knowing when the young arc

rendy to emerge from their confinement, seratch down and release them.
s The natives say that anlv a single pair of birds are ever found at one mound at 2 time, and such, judging from iy awn ob-

gorvation, 1 believe to be the case ; they aleo affirm that the {';gann'1E-.'[nl=':.l-;-l at night, al intervals of several days, this 1 3

believe to be correct, as four cges taken on the same day, and from the same mound, contained young in differcnt stazes aof develop-
ment ; and the fact that they are always placed lwr]'-mLdic:u’.:u'ly is established by the concurring testimony of all the different tribe
of natives I have questioned on the subject.

¢ The Jungle-fowl ‘s almost exclusively confined to the dense thickets immediately adjacent to the sea-heach ; it appears never
to go far inland, except along the banks of crecks. It is always met with in pairs or quite solitary, and feeds on the ground, its

food consisting of roots, which its ]mx';u_':'l'ul claws enable it to seratch up with the utmost facility, and alsa of seeds, berries and

insects, particularly ihe larger species of coleoptera.

. : 1 T 3 1 b I PHORRIIL « -l SRR, IR . (RS ee e
e It is at all times & VETY difficult bird to procure; for although the rustling nose ]m::lm-.ui by its stiff pinions WieH flying may
Its flicht is heavy and unsustained in the extreme ; when first disturbed

be frequently heard, the bird itself is seldom to be scen.
a tree, and on alighting stretches out its head and neck in a strdlg

it invariably flies to ht line with 1ts body, reminiog in this
position as stationary and motionless as the branch uapon which it is perched; 1l however, it becomes fairly alarmed, it takes
o horizontal but laborious flight for about @ hundred

but from the natives' deseription and imitatior

vards, with its legs hanging down as if broken. 1 did not m} self detect

ote or ery , of it, it mueh resembles the clucking of the domestic fowl, ending
any note or ry ; -

with a scream like that of the 111‘;1tt1uk.

; ’ ey {arc ‘hen ft that part of the country ; <
¢ T phserved that the birds continued to lay trom the latter part of August 10 March, when T left that part of the country; ind,

& b o [ . . BT 3 o dlrrect o ntipg . £ ihe

spding to the testimony of the natives there is only an interval of about four or five months, the driest and hottest part of the
according stimon} L : ; ] o P SRR,
on of the mound appears 1o influence the colouring ol & thin epidermis

year, between thelir seasons of incubation. The composill | i |
: I i 1 3 - - L &
: zhowinz the true chell to be white ; those 1l.i_'L_H_',.~l1.I":_|. in the black soil

with which the eggs are sovered, and which readily chips off, : . R : S
re always of 2 dark reddish brown, while those fram the eandy hillocks near the beach are of 2 dirty vellowish WAILE ney dint
sl deal in &1 but in form they all assimilate, both ends being equal ; they are three 1NCLES and five lines long by two inches
H L e} i &l L 4 L 4 5 =

and three fines |-.I|-l.ii"'i--p
- . ‘..,.-,..I..... LT
wn = back of the neck and all the ander surface very dark gray;

ot very deep cinnamon-bre
Head and crest very deep emnanol , |
I ‘lcoverts dark chestnut-hrown 3 tail blackish brown ;

nnanon=hrown s upper and under ta . : ‘
ecimens light reddish brown; bill reddish brown, with vellow

i from the fourth downwards, and the

back and wings ¢

irudes cenerally dark brown, but in some $j
does 3 tar i and feet hright orange, tlie scales on the front ol the tars
edoes 3 tarst T

seales of the tocs dark reddish hrown,

The ficure is abou! one-ffth less than the natural size.

\{-







TALEGALLA LATHAML
Wattled Talegalla.

.-";i_"”.-' .”r;”r.rmi' irri_“”r'p. L:Iﬂ:], (;;:u“‘ l!.‘“'tt.* \'HL i ]} 99
Genus Alectura, 1bid, vol. x. p. 455, .
.-'1.fr-|','|r.'.l'.il‘ﬂ Lathami, Gray, Zool. Misc., No. L. p. 3. Jard, and Selby, 111 Or -ol, 11
New Holland Vulture, Swains. Class of Birds, vol. i. p. 383 selby, 1il. Urn., vol, . pl. exl.
Catheturus Australis, 1bid, vol. ii. p. 206. ;
1'5.7.'1';.:\-..-‘”':'_1.- _-"_.u'.-J.r!';'."i'rl'5,1}5~ Jameson, Mem, Wern. Nat. Hist. Soc., vol. vil. p. 473
= P R i . g - g . o PP il
Brush Turkey of the Colonists ; Wee-lah, Aborigines of the Namoi

v 1.HI.H often heen asserted that Australia Abounds in anomalies, and in no instanee is the truth of thi
|||.r=~11hlm more fully -:-m-mpﬁﬁwl ihan in the history of the very singular bird here re "_H': t .H1” .l.“t 1‘1.% Tl
situation of which, m the natural svstem, minch diversity of I*I].i”i“” has hitherto }n-r.'qi.'lll-:lq ‘ IIl i &
:lnrnlllx' one of the birds which demanded my u1u|n-\; attention during my 1iITti' H" -:l'r.' I-.‘Td!h Wi
that the following details will assist i clearing up this long-disputed |mi-;:1. . Gl
; 'hn: b .'...uluv-r'um was originally deseribed and figured by the late Dr. Latham in the first volume of
1.,LI Y ; _:_““- : ;'-:“'i“T_‘t of Birds,” under the name of New Holland Vulture 5 but subsequently he rnt'tl'vl'l.'.':-!tl
f‘hu--x-tl 1 ervor ‘-!: classing it with the Pulturide, and at the end of the tenth volume of :lﬂu- .~;>.||-u- ‘-‘.'HI'].'.|1!EI{'E1‘
it amonge the Gallinacea, with the weneric appellation of deectura : THe 5] weies was af i
to this venerable ornithologist by Me. John 'l':h'rm':i {"uu.! -ifi{: ”:F',If ”;L .'Nil.!“{j i, ﬂl!.{:rm”‘llﬁ dedicated
t log 3 : ay, s « Zoolorical Miscellany.
. I'he generic and specihic terms, {atheturus Australis, were Hllh*l‘l]llL‘ll'l]:-‘ :1||:]}]l1'r! to i '||'r.' Mr. Swainson, who
i ]mt?: volumes of his * Classification of Birds " replaces it among the Fulturide, i |.~..‘.-'.'-|', ;1-':[,.-11':-.14111.' ti;
establish liis own views |'v~Lu-:-1'1u5_-; this family, of which he considers it the rasorial tvpe, and :i-.l't::iln af .-nmi.*

fength why he entertams this !rir'l:ﬁnll.

Mhe Mew Holland Vulture, ™ says M. Swainson, © is so like a raszorial bird, that some authors have hiesitated (not ERvine et

, specimen) as 1o what order it really bélpnged. So completely, indeed, has nature diszuised this rare and extra rdinary vulture

i the semblance of that type which it is to represent in its own family, that it has even been classed by one vriter with the Menire

b i FONE WEILGE Wakll e enuri
T 1 a% o P ” = ¥ & . = . » +- L :
and it mustl b conlessed, that if clear conceplions of the difference between analozy and affinity are not entertained, such a classi-
fication has some '|-]:1|.|-'5|.|h- reasons Lo recomment it. The feet, in fact, of the two birds are formed pearly on the same principl

Vi i - | P—— L B B ] - T 1%}
but then so are those of Orthonyz, 2 little scansorial bird not miuch bigger than a Rolin. All three genera, 10 short, are remarkable

{or their large disproportionate feet, long and slightly carved claws, and the equality of length, or ne

iddle toe.  Nor is this the only peculiarity of the New Holland Vulture ; for. unlike all others of its family, 1t possE==es gigliteen
{enthers in its tail.  An examination of the bill, which is decidedly raptorial, joined with many other l. tions, shows that
all these are but analorical relations to the Rasores, while the real affimities of the bird are in the circle of the Full ride, of which
it forms the rasorial type. A 1u_-|‘lht gpecimen of this very rare vulture, now hefore ng,” continues this @ ithor, ** enables us Lo

speak of its structure from personal examination.”

The term Alectura having been p]'minuai_\' :-mp]n\'v:l for a group of Flveatchers, and the present hird

1511.-:~v«.-i:515 all the characters of M. Lesson's genus Talegalla, which was 1_,11|]1!'|:-1m|| prior to Mr Swainson's

Cutheturus, 1 feel that T ought to adopt thiat nppvlhniuu.

How far its range may extend over Australia 1s not yet satisfactonrly ascertaineds 1t 1s known to inhabif
various parts of New South Wales, from Cape Howe on the couth to Moreton Bay on the north; but the
assaults of the cedar-cutters and others w o s0 l'rquml}' hiunt through the brushes of THawarra ane Mait-
land, having nearly L'xiirimiwl it from those localities, 1t 15 nOW most |r'|u1|rit'||l in the dense and little-

L

rrodden brushes of the Manning and Clarence. [ was at Arst led to believe that the conntry between the
and the coast constituted its sole habitat 3 bhut I was acreeably ul:]';;rln-d to find it also an
bhy aullies and sides of the lower hills that branch off from the gre

h of Liverpool Plains, and ascertained that it

mountain-ranges
inhabitant of the scru at ranwe into the

interior. 1 p]'nmlrw‘: .npw:iuwue on the Brezi range to the nort
abundant in all e hills on either side of the Namol.

cenerally moving about n small L':11upiufw.~:. e
is very shy and distrustful. When disturbed 1t readily elodes

If hard 5!1‘L‘.‘~3-'['{|_. or when rushed upon

L after the manner of the Galli-

Wik

It is a oreEarions bird,
HOACEE, andl, like some ~|_]t't.'i|:.- of that tribe, \
by ihe facility with which it runs through the tangled brush.
1 upon the lowermost bough of some neieh-

seend to the top, and either perch there

!rl!l‘“—'n'l-i-'

Ly its great enemy the native dog, the whole company .~p1‘h

sree, and by @ wuecession of leaps from branch to branch ¢
lso in the habit of resorting to the branches of trees as @

houring |
or (v ofl to another part of the brush. They are a
: atly tends to their destruction, as the sportsman 15 not
they will even allow a sue-

es he adopted for their
L ]

m the mid-day sun, @ |u*r'u'|111r'l1}' that ore
4 certain aim, Lut. like the Rufled Grouse of America,
411 brought down. Unless some measur
an event much to be reeretted,

:-hl.‘].h'i' fro
only enabled to take
cession of shots to he fired until 1!11':-. are
extinetion of the race;

n. this circumstance must lead to an early
its flesh is extremely delicate, tender,

isi't'*u!‘\';;liu
<tine bird for the aviary,

SINCE, in:lq‘u-mh-mh- of its being an intere
and juiey.

The most remarkable circumst: f this bird, are the facts of its not

inees connected with the economy ©
come degree

for effecting this object, although 1
totally different |+riuti||1m The Wattled Tale-
pm.-'nmr}' for the eggs, and

hatching 1ts eggs by ‘neubation @ the means resorted to

Jstrich, is vet upon @
of decaying vegel able matter as a de
for the development of the young. The

ral weeks previous to the period of laying 3

assiumilating to the pmct'irr:' of the (

eralla collects together an immense heap
rrusts to the lieat encendered by the process of decomposition
Lieap employed for this purpose is collected by the birds during seve




l .
» - 'Uf tll[

mound is not the work % By
1e work of one pair of birds, but 1s effected by the united labours of several ; tl
appears to m S T : S [hmd ; 5 Als the darre Wt
Pl e, from the great size and the entire decomposition of the lower part, to be reso ; 1 ¢ I.t S
ol By fesOrted tojor 5{_..1.'3'“1

ession, the Inrds T L e ]
y : : he birds adding a fresh supply of materials on each occasion previous to laying
e mode in which the materials ¢ B0 JE:

years in suce

Ompos T et ;
S Ser i e 1 iposing these mounds are aceumulated 1s t'fill:ﬂh' sincular,—the bird
o using its by LRI TR A S : y singular,—the
o e , but always grasping a quantity ts foot, throwing it backwards to one com
antdd thus clearing the surface N o . ’ 7 » cOmmon centre,
\ earing the surface of the ground for a considerable distance so completely, that sci :
a blade of grassis left. The heap hin y, that scarcely a leaf or

e acenmulated, and time allow | fi 1cl
. ved for a sufficient hes T Enee :
il S heat to be engendered,

side by side, as i rdinarily
y side, as 15 ordinarily the case, but planted a

u 1 v 3 " 1 'hi‘ iﬁ:-t‘l] o TV
or twelve inches from each other, and buried ance of nine

TSN e h 3 :

; it ne rir'l:. an arm s dv!ﬂh, pt-!‘il-{"lh' npn:h*, with the laree end
are laid, and allowed to remain until hatehed.
cettlers living near their haunts

upwards ; they are covered up as they 1} I
. , \ ave been credibly
informed both by natives ant it 3 :
2 bu<hel of 7 ' ‘! i 2 : , that 1t 18 not an unusual event to obtain nearly
a2 bushel of eges at one tume from a single heap; and as thev are delicious eating, they are eagerly 1‘
Jfror. Some of the natives state that the fem: o : i e Lo
fier.  Some of the natives stald that the females are constantly in the neighbourhood of the heap abont th
; t 2 g [ L
oung a i, and frequently uncover and cover them up agrain, appar
purpose of assisting those that may have :1|1pi-i|rl'li :

time the young are likely to be hatehe .
! atly for the
1 while others have informed me that the eggs are merely
deposited, and the young allowed to foree their way anassisted.  Inall probability, as Nature has adopted tl :
X : : " . R T L > o i s
mode of “'i”“”""'”'”'* Jie has also furnished ihe tender birds with the power of sustaining themselve
o - . . . o it -
from the carliest 1”'1'1“!12 and the great size ol the vgr would l'1!ll'.l”"{ lead to this conclusion, since in so
. - S i ) -
large a space it 1s reasonable to suppose ihat the bird would he much more developed than is usually found
in ees ol caller dimensions.  In further confirmation of this point, [ mav add, that in searching ’r';nr piy
i one of the mounds 1 discovered the remains ol a young bivd, umr:n'rmh juist excluded from the shell, and

3 . . x A ou ey ‘e : & . e
which was clothed with (eathers, not with down, as s nsually the case: 1t 1s to he hoped that those who are

resident Australia, n situntions fuvourable for ivestioating the subject, will direct their attention to the
further elucidation of these interesting points. The upright position of the eggs tends to strengthen the
opinion that they are never disturbed after being :h-puahw], as it is well known that the eees of birds which
are |ﬂ.:lm~:'| horizontally, are 'I‘rrq.nvnl'l:.’ turned during incubation. Although, unfortunately, 1 was almost too
late for the hreeding season, I nevertheless saw several of the heaps, both in the 1511|-r'||;r and at lawarra 3
in every instance they were 1n|mtml ‘1 the most retired and shady glens, and on the slope of a hill, the part
above the nest beine seratched clean, while all below remained untouched, as ' the birds had found it more
easy Lo convey the materials down ihan to throw them up. Tn one instance only was | fortunate enough to
find a perfect e, althongh the hells of many from which the young had been excluded were placed in thie
manuner 1 have deseribed. At Mlawarra they were rather ih‘lH}‘-:lt'.}ll in the light veaetable mould than
among the leaves which formeda considerable heap above them. The eggs are in-s'll-t-t'l:.- white, of a long oval
form, three inches and three-quarters long by two inches and a half in diameter: @ fine ews of this bird
was subsequently prrwniv:l to me by J. H. Plunkett, Esq., Attorney-General, New South Wales.

While stalking about the wood they frequently utter a rather loud clucking poise : and in various parts of
the brush | observell tll‘li!'t'i.\i.l.ﬂll.ﬁ in the earth, which the natives mformed me were made by the liirds
dusting themselves.

The stomach is extremely muscular, and the crop of one dissected was illed with seeds, berries, and
a4 few insects. ;

[ have already alluded to its (-:151;1hiﬁ1y for domestication 3 and T have the aratification of adding, that a
living r-'pvr'mwu was in the pm.-am-.winu of Mr. Alexander MacLeay for several vears, during which 1t was
mostly at large, and usually associated with the fowls in the, puuhr}'-}'urnl. On my arrival at H::il-.:-r:.' this
wm-r;ﬂﬂu gentleman took me into his garden and showed me the bird, which, as 'f in its native wootls,
had for two SCCeSSIVe years collected an Hnmiense  Mass of materials <imilar to those above deseribed.
The borders, lawn and .n"h.ruhlwr}' aver which it was allowed to range prt'-untvd an appearance as if resularly
swept, from the bird having ceratched to one common centre everything that lay npnn‘tiur surface ] t‘.l.t-
mound this case was about three feet and a half high, and ten feet over. On placing my arm in it
[ found the heat to be ahout 907 or 05° Fahr. The bird tself was sirutting about with a pruml ;'.:.;rid -
jestic qir. sometimes 1&:11‘;11'1]11'_'; round the heap, al others 111*1'4:\1111'_{ on the top, l“'*!. 115*1'11’}?”5_{ its brilliantly
1l'il!1”||'t'i! neck and wattle to the oreatest advantage 3 this wattle 1t has the power ol r:-:pmuhu.-,r and contract-
ihe at will ; at one moment it 18 scarcely visible, while at another 1t is extremely ]:rmu.'nftn.t. . .

Before 1left New South Wales Mr. MacLeay's bird had met with an untimely end by falling into @ tani or
water-butt, oceasioned, 1t Was mnjvvrun":l, by seeing the refiection ol .m own image 1 the water, and r::-hn;;-‘
forward to meet @ -|1||rpw-ml antagonist. On dissection ths mrln:uhm! was hn.md to be a male, thereb)
wing that the sexes are equally vmp]n}'vrl i forming the mound for I'I:i:1 reception (1.1{ ﬁljl‘ L"_‘_“:{'.-.

i have been stated, 1 trost it will be evident that 1ts natural sitnation 1~. Lifl\:}:-.f__" T'tu'_
at family of bhirds 1_n_-r.-nli:u' to Australia and the Indian i<lands, of
‘ this view 1 may add, that the sternum has the two

it all events, 1 is In no way allied to the

i

After all the facts th
Rusores, and that it forms ORE of agre :
which J!:-;‘a;:udiass forms a parts and f':n|1:|.rnﬁ!tin‘n nl'r
deep emarginations so truly characteristic of the Gallinace® s
Pulturide, and 1s nearly as far removed from Menura.
The adults have ihe whole of the upper surface,
blackish brown at the base, hecoming silver ;
-|rrinkh-d with short hair-like blackish brown hluﬂut'r.u; waitle
f the neck 3 hill black ; irides and feet brown. .
. i« so closely the same 10 colour as o

wings and tail blackish brown; the feathers of the

i v arey at the tip 3 <kin of the head and neck deep

gnder surface \ \ i e b -
pink red, thinly _

red where it anites with the red O

e female, which is about & fourth less than the n

render a separate description unnecessary- Qlie also possesses l'mr:

The figure is about rwo-thirds the size of life.

jale in S1Z€,

wattle, but not to 50 great an extent.
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GNATHODON STRIGIROSTRIS, Jard.
Gnathodon.

(inalfiodan strigirostris, Jard. in Ann. and Mag. of Nat. Hist., vol. xvi. p. 175, pl. ix

e vesearches of modern zoologists have not perbaps brought to hght a more eurious object than the bird
here represented, a single specimen of which is in the collection of Sir William Jardine, Bart., to whose
kinduness and liberality T am indebted for permission to include a drawing of it in the present work. 1
regret to say that no intelligence whatever could be obtained as to its habits, or the precise locality of which
itis a native : it was purchased by Lady Harvey at a sale in Edinburgh, where the other objects -;ulrl at the

i

same thne were all -.i!~~:;'.11i.|||~ anl 1||n~.1i:..' |H':'|.||i;|i|‘ to the south-eastern coast of that t'r1|1r|1r':.': henee 1 have
been induced to inelude a figure of it in the present work for which I feel that no apology is required, as
the Plate cannot fail to be viewed with interest by all ornithologists, and will probably induce residents in the
country to investigate the history of so remarkable a species.  While we know so little as we do respecting
iE.i."n'I'_'l.' h-‘l'lliilki!:l-.i"_;.:\I st form his own n|1]ninli as to the |J]:u‘|.! it should OCCupy in the natural .-_'-'-11'=|1 s and
these opinions will doubtless be very various 5 the contour of the bill, the form and position of the nostrils
are dillerent from those of any other species with which we are acquainted, and although pertaining to so
much smaller a bird strongly remind one of the celebrated Dodo 5 the form of the body and wings and the
strueture of the feathers difler but slightly from those of the Columbide, to which family it is, in my opinion,
most nearly allied ; for although at a first glance its strongly hooked upper and deeply notched under man-
dible would seem to indicate a sanguinary disposition, and that its food consists of animal substances, I am
inclined to believe that it is frugivorous or oranivorons, and that the remarkably formed bill is expressly
adapted  to denude |m|1|:=nu1_a' or other strongly coated seeds of their hard onter ecovering : the maxille
are very wide, and the nakedness of the throat would indicate that the gullet is eapable of sufficient dilata-
tion to admit of the passage of articles of food of considerable size.

The irrnh;:hl_\' unigue r-'lnz*l'iuu-u from which my figure is taken is very perfect, with the exception of tlie
ceales of the front of the tarsi, which are unfortunately wanting 3 I am consequently left in doubt as to whether
ihe lews as far as the knees, if not the upper part of the tarsi, have or have not been clothed with feathers.

The first deseription of this species was published by Sir William Jardine in the ¢ Annals and Magazine
of Natural History,” above referred to, wherein lie states that * we are indebted to Lady Harvey, whose
extensive collection of natural history in Edinburgh is always open when science can be promoted, for a
specimen of this remarkable bird 57 and adds, * we are aware of no existing description, !lll““'-"l' there is one
bird which may eventually turn out to be this. In Mr. Strickland’s Report on the

allusion made to a 3 tri : or
~ o the British Association at York, it is stated,

and Present State of Ornithology, read bel

tecent Progress . .
ey will extend our knowledge ol Polynesian zoology, and its researches

“'T'he recent American voyage of discove
e o
will be made known by Mr. Titian Peale,

d to the Dodo, which he proposes to nawe

who is said to have discovered among other rarities a new bird

allie Diduneulus ;" and we believe “strigirostris’ has been applied
:
a]nw'tlh-:tﬂy." _ ik ;
The structure of the wine indicates that its powers of flicht are considerable. y
Lores and a small patch on cach side of the throat bare and ;![:lml‘t'[i_'ll} red ; head, neck, breast :llf:l h-:. }.
clossy greenish black : feathers of the upper part of the back black, with a crescent-shaped mark uE‘ 1__{'11.!?."&}
e back. wines, tail and under tail-coverts rich deep chestnut-red ; primarics

[]14 ol cach I'-L'.".1i|t'|‘: :
t ;1|1p.'u‘mlh' reddish flesh-colour.

grpeen il the :
tos orevish black ; bill orange 5 tarsi and fee

antl secondar -
bird in two positions of the natural size.

The fizures !‘l'i]l'i'ﬂ'li.l the
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MACROPYGIA PHASIANELLA.
Pheasant-tailed Pigeon.

alumbin Phasian M. "Temmi. 1L Col., 1060,

Fros what 1 could 11L‘I‘H1Hl.‘-1||:m ohserve during my residence in New Qouth Wales, the Pheasant-tailed Pigeon

resorts enfirely to the brushes, as in no instance did 1 ever meet with it in the open parts of the country.
From IHawarra to Moreton Bay it ‘s a common and stationary speeies. It is a fine showy hird in a state ::F
nature, and exhibits itself to great advantage when it rises from the ground to ihe trees, with its laree and
long tail spread to its greatest extent. While traversing the brushes 1 have frequently come upon this bird
quite unawares, when busily engaged searching on the ground for fallen seeds and berries. Rarely were
more than four or hve collected toeether at one time, and most !i'rmluvm'ly it oceurred singly or in pairs.
Up to the present time, our knowledge of the extent of habitat ::ujnj.'t-d by this bird is very limited 3 |
have never 1n_'-.'--vlf spen it in any collections but those made ' New South Wales : other nearly allied
x'iil,_‘t'.lt'i are found n Java and Amboina, and doubtless there are many others yet to he discovered, since
from the recluse habits of the birds forming the present senus, they may be very ecasily averlooked. As s
lenethened garst would lead us to imagine, it h'l!lClHl:- much of its time on ihe ground, while its broad and
voluminous il L‘!{IEH“':.' indicates that this organ is :ﬁ.-phl}'wl in the oreatest advantage amongst ilie branches,
and in both nstances such is really the case; when flushed from the eround in the depths of the forest it
merely flies to ihe branch of some low shrub-like tree, and there remains with little appearance of fear.

r1"|1.;' seXes are ]!1':_'{'1.-'-1}1}' cimilar in colour and nearly so i size s dissection, in fact, 1s necessary 10 distin-
onish them.

lts note 1s loud, mournful and monotonous.

General plumage rich rusty brown, hecoming of a dark Lrown on the wings 3 wing-coverts margined with
rusty brown 3 ear-coverts crossed by narrow bars of black ; qides and back of  the neck wlossed with bronzy
11!11'1.1\-.': lateral iail-feathers crossed near the tip by & broad band of hL'-Lt'F{., bevond u'.'hirh the '|u'nu'nr t'ﬂhﬂll‘-
is paler than at the bases; bill dark olive-brown, mealy at the base; irides blue, with an outer circle of
srarlet 3 orbits mealy bluish lilac 3 feet pluh‘—ru:!.

The figure 18 of the patural size.







GEOPELIA HUMERALIS.
Barred-shouldered Ground-Dove.

oluimba humeralis, Temm. PL Col, 191,

-.'ih'rl'-r:l.”-"-’-"f' .IrJn'-_"f"‘r.rn'. 1'1"--|1|l.'1l1 il l|'r|||'| I':'\-H;"HI_FI“”_

'nene are reasons for believing that the I!':'ffr;llr:.r'ff'rf humeralis iwnabits the whole of the vast interior of
Australia as well as the neighbourhood of the coasts of its northern and eastern portions. In New
Sonth Wales it is sparingly dispersed over the Liverpool Mains. where some of the r-[ll.'i"lllll-!rl‘- [ possess
were obtained, while others were ]u'n:-m'vrl at Port Essington. As the structure of its legs would indicate,
Il passes much of its time on the ground, feeding on the seeds of varions kinds of grasses and leguminous
plants.  Not onty is it one of the most elegant of the Dove tribe inhabiting Australia, but it is also one of
the most tame and doeile, 111 may judge from the few 1 observed on the heated IJL'I.IIh of New South Wales :
their confidence was such that they sometimes perched within two yards of the spot where | was sitting ;
extreme thirst and a scanty supply of water may, however, have rendered them more tame and bold than
they otherwise would have been.

Mr. Gilbert states that at Port Essineton * this Pigeon 1s extremely abundant, inhabiting thickets,
swampy grounds, and the banks of running streams. It mostly feeds on the seeds of various kinds of
orasses, but when the country becomes burnt it finds an abundant supply of berries in the thickets.
It may often be scen among the mangroves in flocks of several hundreds, and hence its colonial name
of Mangrove Piecon. It was c:lnnll}' numerous during the whole ]H-l'lml of my stay in that part of the
country. Any number of niwtriuwuw may be readily ]:P'I'i‘.lf.‘l.l'l't'l.l. for when disturbed the hird merely flits from
branch to branch, or if in anopen part of the country to the nearest tree. 1 did not on ANy 0ecasion ohserve
it take anything upln‘uut']nhlu' a sustained flight.  Its most common note is a rather loud eoo-coo, oceasionally
uttered at long intervals ; during the pairing-season the note becomes of a softer tone, and is more rapidly
r:_‘prulmi, and its actions very much resemble those of the Domestic Pigeon of Earope. It breeds in
Aueust, and makes a very slight nest of slender twigs, loosely and carelessly laid across each other on two
or .Ehrw of the lower leaves of the Pandanus, the upper leaves of which afford it a <helter from the rays of
the sun, and from the rain 3 the eggs are two in number of a delicate fleshy-white.”

The sexes are alike in colouring.

Forehead, cheeks, sides of the neck and breast delicate grey 3 acciput, back, wing-coverts, rump and
upper tail-coverts silky brown back of the neck rufous, every feather of the upper surface bounded at _Iht
extremity with a narrow hand of black, giving the whole a .-qnnm;m-:l or scaled appearance ; under surface
of the .H].;Hlll{it't‘ and the inner webs, except their tips, ol the prinmriva and secondaries fine rust-red 3 outer
webs and tips of the inner webs of the prinmriv:& and secondaries brown ; two centre lztil-i‘ln;'|thur.-; dark grey,
the remainder reddish brown at the base, _f.;m{ll.l.u]ljf increasing in intensity towards their tips, those next the
centre 0nes washed with grey on their onter webs, and all but the centre 0OnEs largely 111:111::1 with white ;
centre of the abdomen white 3 the remainder of the ander surface washed with vinous ; irides ”('!”E_':"-“”““".-
Dill and nostrils delicate mealy light blue; naked skin round the eye mealy purple; Jegs and feet pink red.

The Plate represents & male and female of the natural size.
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GEOPELIA TRANQ UILLA, Gould

Peaceful Dove.

F.'--upr-l"fr.l Ig.-;'rr.'*r'u’.-r. Gould in Proc. of Zaool. Soe., Part XIL p. 56,

Tue interior of the country northward from New South Wales is inhabited by considerable numbers of this
pretty little Dove, bat it has not yet been met with either in Southern or Western Australia. It was very
abundant on the Namot, |uu'1'u:uh1r13.' on the lower part of that river; and that its range will extend over a
large part of the iuterior, is more than probable. = .

A bird prv{'iz-eulj.' cimilar in markings, but of a smaller size, is very abundant at Port Essington, and the
two birds may prove to be mere varieties of each other; at the same time, as so great a variation in size
rarvely if ever occurs in a state of nature, I have for the present considered it to be a distinet species, and
assigned to it the name of Geopelia placida s it is nearly one-third less than the bird here represented, but
as there is not the slightest difference in the markings, it will not be necessary for me to erive a fignre of it.

The bird found in the uvi=_n;h1mu1'h:mr1 of the Lower Namoi was chiefly observed on the eround, feeding on
the seeds of the various kinds of plants that grow under the shelter of the 'rllinl:.'-r'nnlu.-rvri forests bordering
the pluins. [t was t‘rmpmuﬂ}' seen in flocks, and was equally as tame as the Geopelia cuncatd.

The Port Essington bird is abundantly and equally distributed over all parts of the iwuinmln and the
uuig'll.1un|.ring islands 3 1ts favourite haunts being moist meadows or the grassy banks of small streams, and

orass-seeds its priut_"lp:ﬂ food. It is usually met with in flocks of from twenty to fifty in number, which

when disturbed generally fiv off to the nearest tree; on alighting they jerk the tail very erect, and utter
their 5hm‘l~.'=1-ulwr;rml and monotonous double note 3 at other times they coo very faintly, after the manner

of the other members of the family.

[t 1s said to make a slight nest in # hollow among the grass near the ground, and to lay two eggs.
The only ohservable difference between the sexes is the <maller size of the female.

Face E\li-l’i throat grey 3 occiput, back and wings ashy brown, each feather with a band of deep velvety
black at the a.-xu'um.ii}' . spurious wings and prinun'i.vra dark brown ; under surface of the shoulders chest-
put ¢ chest, sides and back of the neck grey,
flanks vinous ;3 four central tail-feathers ashy brown, the remainder
it ereyish blue, becoming much paler hefore and behind the eye s frontal

crossed by numnerous qarrow bands of black ; abdomen and

black largely tipped with white 3 irides

light ash-grey 3 bill and orbits br

<cales of the tarsi and feet dark greenish grey s remainder of the leas and feet reddish flesh-colour.
[ - : J 3

The Plate represents the two sexes of the natural size.
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GEOPELIA CUNEATA.
Graceful Ground-Dove.

Columba cuneata, Lath. Ind. Orn., Supp., p. 61.—Wagl. Syst, Av,, sp. 107
— Macquarte, Quoy et Gaim. Voy. de ' Uranie, H:ﬁ.l. ' Kni
————— gpiloptera, Vie, in Zool. Journ., vol. v. p. 275.
Geopelia cuneata, List of Brit. Mus. Coll., Part 111 p- 11,
Men-na-brin-ka, Aborizines of the

t. 31.—Ib. Knip et Prevost, Hist. Nat, des Pie., t. 41

| mountain districts of Western Australia.
Purtle Dove, Colomists of Swan River.

P beautiful littde Dove Liere rrpl':‘wulrd 15 ab onee remarkable for

; ; ) ihe clegance of 1ts contour, the chaste
and et colouring of its plumage, and for its tame

and rentle [h\|rn-l1i.n|t, all of which combine to render

it a general favourite with the Austrahans and 1t 18 a matter of surprise to me that it has not long cre

1.1” bieen @ VT i 22 TR - . : -
¢ been a denizen of thewr aviaries and sent alive to England, few birds being likely to bear senBnaimant

more {'111I.1l‘!l1l'1”"- .

[ have specimens collected in every one of the Australian colonies, even that of Port Fssineton s 1 en-
countered it |n}':_~:~ll' on the flat and fertile districts of the Upper Hunter in New South Wales, and James
Macarthur, ¥sq., informed me that it is sometimes seen on his estate at Camden 3 at the same time, as 1t 13
rarely met with on the seaside of the mountain ranges, hut occurs in considerable numbers on the plains of
tlie interior, so far as they have yet been explored, “t must be regarded as an < ihabitant of the central
purl'l.uu of the country, over the whole of which vast spacc it 1s doubtless numerously dispersed.

Its natural food being the seeds of grasses and 1:--__"Ls1ni1|1_m- plants, it is obsérved more frequently on the
oround than among the treess; 1 sometimes met with it in small flocks, but more often in pairs or singlv.
[t runs over the g‘rnnn{! with a short bobbing motion of the tail, and while feeding 18 s0 remarkably tame as
almost to admit of its being taken by the hand, and if forced to take wing it merely flies to the nearest
trees, and there romains motionless among the branches until it again descends fo the epound. 1 not
nnfrmlnvnll}' observed it close to the open doors of the huts of the stock-keepers of the interior, who, {rom
its heing so constantly Liefore them, reeard it with little interest.

The nest 18 a frail but heautiful structure, formed of the stalks of a few (lowering grasses, crossed and 1n-
terwoven after the manner of the other pigeons. One sent me from Western Australia 1s “1'u1||]um-11._'
says Mr. Gilbert, “of a small speeies of knotted everlasting-like plant (Composita), and was placed on the
overhanging grasses of the Xanthorrhea ; but the bird usually constructs @ very loosely formed nest in the
fork of a trec. During my frst visit to this part of the country only two <ituations were known as places
of resort for this species, and I did not meet with more than five or cix examples ; <ince that period it hias
become extremely abundant, and now a pair or two may occasionally be seen about most of the settlers
houses on the Avon, becomng ;1pp.'u‘cnt1}' very tame antl i‘:uni.'lim-lr.w\ to man. It utters @ rather sa'm:;nlur
note, which at times very mueh resembles the distant crowing of a cock. The term Men-na-brun-ka 1s
:1p|ﬂlun] to it by the natives from @ traditionary idea that the bird originally hurmlju'ml 'rl.u- ,Ur-n-‘mr, a !;in‘d of
il which exudes from a species of Aecacia, and which is one of the favourite articles of food of the
natives.” ‘

The eggs arc white and two in number, ulv\'ml—aixiﬂn:l'lthe of an inch long by ﬁl}'ﬁ't‘l!nﬂ}ﬂt‘tl!ﬂh broadl.

The sexes, although bearing & oeneral resemblance to cach other, may be readily Lliathlg_fu'h'lwd by the
cmaller size of the 111’.1Hil'|.t'._ by the browner hue of her wing-feathers, and by the uimlring of her upper sur-
face not being sO numerous or so regular as in the male.

: i oy, passing 1 ¢ ) der tail-
The male has the liead, neck and breast delicate grey, passing into white on the abdomen and under tal

coverts hack and seapularies cinnamon-brown 3 wing-coverts dark greys mrE'l t'u:."tthcr [JT the u'|1_15;-t'm'{-rli-
and -rupnl;u'iw- with two spots, one ol the edge of either wclf w:*au‘ the tip, i:r’i white u.m-n-rh:.d W |Ith|h1.mix..
r-]rur'mun wing and primitrlrh Lrown, the latter rufous on their lurm'r wvhallnr Iu':_rrthn't]r.- of ther DIH-H!IIL:
four centre tail-feathers grey, deepening into black at the extremily and mi'lln jtﬂuL-L': shafts 3 the rﬂ:u:m.{ :;.
orevish hlack at the base, and pure white for the remainder of their 'll'ur__flh:_ irides .t.{mu: instances bright
<ol eves light ccarlet 3 in others the irides and naked skin round the eyes arc

red, and the naked kin round the : ‘ e
feet reddish flesh-colour 1m some instances, 1 others vellowish.

pale g_rrui.-nia,h vellow s bill dark olive-hrowmn; : . G o
The female differs n having the hack of the head, neck and upper <urface hrowner, and the spots e
wings larger than the male.

The Plate represents the two sexes of ihe natural size.
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PTILI NOPUS EWING | _‘., Gould.
Fwing’s Fruit Pigeon.

Ptilinopes [hwingii, Gould in Proe, of Zool. Soc., February 8, 1842,

Tiis lovely speeies, which is a native of the Coboure Peninsula, and doubtless ranges over the northern
coast of Austrahia eenerally, differs from the ln'vrl-:l'ui;g, Ptilinopus Swainsonii, in beng much smaller n all 1ts
admensurements, in the colour of the crown being 1'1:.~0-||s'm|~. instead of crimson-red 3 in the breast being
1:;11:- _u'rwui.nh arey instead of dull grecn s in having the centre of the abdomen rich orange instead of lilac
and also in having the tail-feathers tipped with greenish yellow instead of clear rich vellow. The specimens
from which my ficures are taken were fully adult, and were submitted to dissection 10 orider to ascertain
the sexes: u;nu:-uqm-nt'l:.' [ am fully convinced, that, although the present and in-rn-wﬁhuf species are Very
nearly allied, they are rap{-riiimli}' distinet.

In naming the second Australian species of this heautiful form after the Rev. ‘Thomas J. Ewing, at pre-
cent residing in Van Diemen’s Land, I am actuated by a desire to pay a Just rmuiﬂlnu-u: o ome who 15
pvrhupﬂ more thoroughly versed in the prmhwtﬁmm of writers on the Lhteresting seience af ornithology
than most other persons, and, although so far removed from the scats of knowledge, continues fo pro=
wecute his studies with the utmost ardour 3 I feel assured therefore, that, however 11]II'11‘1'1-IU11'-I.11!H" the naming

of species after individuals may be under ordinary circumstances, it will not 1n this instance be deemed an
innpprnprintu mode of evincing my sense of the many admirable quaﬂiliu-a of a highly esteemed friend.
Forehead and erown of the head rose-pink, bordered with a narrow line of yvellow, except 1 front ; back
of the head and neck greenish greys all the upper surface bright green, passing into deep blue on the
tertiaries 3 11:-i1nariv-, secondaries and tertiaries slightly margined with yellow's gail largely tipped with
vellow, tinged with green, p:n'llcu'l:n‘i}' on the two centre feathers 3 chin pale yellow ; sides of the neck
:grm'uish orey 3 chest pale ;:rv.uui.dn arey, each feather forked at the emd and tipped with orey; helow the
I;;hvst '.L!'L.‘illtiii[i!lt‘l hand of .~cu'lph11r-}v]1:m'~. flanks and lower part of the abdomen greeis centre of the
abdomen rich orange, -1 the middle of which 1s a lunar-shaped mark of lilac; under -tail-coverts oranse;
thighs and tarsi green ; irides orange 3 feet olive.

The figures are of the natural size.







PTILINOPUS SUPER BUS.
Superb Fruit-Pigeon.

Colombe poukiobor, Columba superba, Temm. Les. Pig., fol. 2nd fam., p. 75. pl. aq _1bid. Pig. et Gall, 8vo.

tom. 1. pp. 77,474

s lovely species wis orizinally figured and deseribed in the splendid work on the Pigeons by Madame
Knip and my friend M. Temminck as an inhabitant of one of the islands of the Pacific Ocean ; and it affords

me much pleasure to be enabled to include a t't*pt'l.*:f.:!tﬂﬂti:nu of it among my ilMustrations of the Fauna of

Australia, rpvrinu-ns having been ln‘uturﬂl by Mr. Bynoe on Booby Island, which lies off the north coast.

[n all probability it enjoys an extensive range over the islands of New Guinea as well as over all parts

of Northern Australia, wherever suitable situnations “occur. The specimens in'r::-lu't-:l by Mr. Bynoe were
fortunately male and female : the latter sex exhibits in its plumage traces of immaturity; but whether the
rich colouring of the crown of the head 1s at all times absent is a point yet tv be ascertained, a Lknowledre

of which would oreatly tend to clear up the confusion which reigns throughout this :.E'J'l"_'"l"'J'l‘h'-["iﬂ.lﬂi]'i'[!

group of Pigeons.
The male has the crown of the head of a very deep rich purple ; sides of the head and occiput olive-

areen ; sides and back of the neck bright rufous; <houlders very dark Dluish black; all the upper surface

tinzed with rufous; the smpu'lm‘ira and tertiaries with a spot of deep

and wings deep vellowish green,
slightly mareined externally near the tip with

ar the extremity primurit.-a and secondaries black,

green ne
he base, to which sneeeeds a broad band of black, ;:lm'-su:! pm*ticul;u'l:f on the

p:ﬂc }'u;-'llnw: tail grey at i

central feathers with oreen ; bevoud this the tips are white, all but the outer ones washed with green;

white ; breast grey, helow which a band of black abdomen and under tail-coverts white, the latter

chin
hand crossing the flanks and another crossing the th

with a stripe of olive down the centre;

feet orange s bill dark horn-colour.

jrhs olive-

green ;

The female has the crown of the head
he tips of the ﬁmq_mi:win.-s; 1}1"|n1;n"n-.~1
chin grey; centre of breast ereenish

and all the upper surface }-L-lln“ish ereen, with a small spot of
and secondaries black, slightly edeed with vellow 3 at

deep blue near t
{he occiput a larze ]mtch of deep green 3 arey 3 flanks green ; centre
of abdomen st raw-yellow.

those of the two sexes on i pl;ml of the north coast.

The figures are



i Miafroae femp

Hisbi i




CARPOPHAGA MAGNIFICA.

Magnificent Fruit Pigeon.

L

f'uu‘lrﬂjrh'llfr “""""_'."f"i.'r-'-"--'. in Linm. r]-l_””_”| "-'U]. viil. ]I. 125.— ”J ]:Ii {1”]” ]ri:}.“'-‘ﬁlir‘_"'_ "‘3' Av. {_._IU]"lI.I.I.]Z]TI., P 26.

Less, Traité d'Orn., 1. 469,
frrf.l"l.'l-'f'nl:l"-'l-.l-'n ”a Selby in Nat. Lib. Orn., vol. v. Pigeons, p. 115.—List of Birds in Brit. Mus, Coll,, Part
[T, p- &

Tiis splendid bird. the finest of the Pigeons yet discovered in Australia, ;s abundant in all the hrushes
on the south-gast portion of that country, but is less numerous in the Iawarra district than in the neigh-
hourhood of the rivers Namoi, Maecquarrie, Clarence and MacLeay how far its range may extentd from
ihence to the northward has yet to e ascertained 3 I did not observe it in any of the brushes clothing the
ranees of the intertor. Its chicf food is the wild fig and the nut-like fruit of the large palms. It is rather
a shy bird, and from its quiet habits is not easily discovered, unless it betrays its presence by the hoarse,
loud and monotonous note, which is I'rmpwnﬂ}' uttered by the male duoring the season of love. This note 1s
<o extraordinary, and so unlike that of any other bird, that it causes the utmost surprise and wonderment as
to what it can 1:1'1‘}11*::11 from, in the minds of those persons who hear it for the first time.

I regret that the few HN]HI'HI]I]HE_‘H [ had for studying ihis fine bird mm a state of nature were insufficient
for me to obtain any particulars respecting its hiabits and economy ; it appears never to descend to the
eround, but to be constantly engaged among the branches in procuring ‘ts food : its broad hand-like feet
.1‘*11.':|.1a!iw.: it to cling to the outermost and even the smaller houghs with ease ; and hence the utility of these
cingularly constructed feet. which are common to all the Fruit Pigeons, 18 readily perceptible.

The .-a-v_\'v.w' present no external dilference by which the male can be distinguished from the female ;
dissection must, in fact, be resorted to, to diseriminate the one from the other with certainty, although the
smaller-sized individuals may senerally be regarded as females.

Head and neck pale grey ;3 all the upper curfnce and wings rich wolden green s the L{J‘i:".l.“.‘l' coverts ":‘HII:'
(he tertiaries with a patch of light vellow near ihe base of the outer wehs, forming an irregular oblique
hand across the wing ; primaries green 3 ander surface of the wing brown, passing nto cinnamon-brown au’l
wse of the feathers tail rich deep bronzy greei line down the centre of the throat, and the whole of

the b )
purple ; ander surface of the shoulder, the thighs and vent deep gam-

the hireast and ;1h:|:n11h.'1t rich lh't‘p
hoge-vellow ander tail-coverts areenish grey, washed with gamboge-y ellow.

The Plate represents all adult male somewhat less than the natural size.

e







" ARPOPHAGA LEUCOM E LA.
White-headed Fruit Pigeon.

Columba lewcomela, Temm. in Trans. Linn Soc., vol, xiil. p. 126 _Ih. Pl Col., 186
- i AL P . " iy '

Calumbha lencomelana, Waerl, ‘*1_; at, Av., pars L Columba, sp. hi.

l"r.,llrm.lfj.'f \.r;,ll'f..'n.l'f.;r'r.l‘-r.r'_ 1..['-1.|. 11:*.'.. Orn. .‘"'I.:p'|r.. - H\“
"!u.'j.lr.m”-' f'.;_ulln'un'. 1.-11]1_ (3en

=y Supp vol. it. Add. p. 374 ¢ 1. Gen. Hist., vol. Vi, p. 302

e S e

Piis fine species ol Digeoln < an inhabitant ol those vast 1r1‘1m:|.-\'ui forests of New South Wales to which

e eolonists have 'lll'll'l'“ ilie name ol Brushes. 1 found it very numerous on Mosgqmito and the other low

tslands near the mouth of the river Hunter, as well as in the cedar brushes of the Ly erpool range ; [ bhelieve

ihat it breeds hoth those districts; and that it never (uits hese luxuriant forests is the more 5n'uh;ﬂ|h-.
as i 1:h~nl"|l'ul supply of fruits and berries 1s furnished by the various »-]::"."H"-. of trees at every scason of
the year; fhe wild fig, the palm-nut and the grape, constitute a considerable pm'l'mn of its food. 1 have
l'rt'nll.u'vll'l:-.' observed 1t sw ceping over ihe forests n flocks of from ten to fifty n qumber, and often seen it
also ]H'Ill':‘-. It feeds on the wild fie, whose dJender branches are borne down by its weight, in-.r%lt'ul'.n'h

is mode of clinging
and in many of its actions 1t far more resembles the larger Honey-caters .nd Parrots than the Pigeons ; an
examination moreover of the structure of the foot of a typical Carpophag will show that it deviates from that

of the true Pieeons, and that it 1s heautifully {uhlplvil for the duties 't is intended to p:-ri'nrm. ] liave never

when it clings to the extreme end of the spray to obtain the best and ripest froit 3 in th

<cen this bird on the sround, not even to procure water, and the form of its foot is as little adapted for
terrestrial ]1I.‘l:l'_','!|'l:':-'.--l'.ri'|, as it is admirably constructed for use among the smaller branches of the trees.

The powers of flight of this species are very ereat, 1ts voluminous wing enabling 1t to pass from one part
of the forest to another, or fo a new district in a 1-u1u|mru11w1}.' short space of time 3 hence flocks may fre-
quently be observed passing over the tops of the trees, forsaking a locality they have exhausted of its supplies
and n search of another where food 1s more abundant.

The nest of this r-lwt:im'mf like that of the other Columbida, 18 & slight flat structure formed of <mall sticks
and twigs 3 the eggs are E-J'L'l{l.lll'ﬂﬂ}' only one, and never more than two 1 pumber, of a pure white.

The sexes may be Qistinguished by ihe smaller size of the female, and by her colours being less strongly
contrasted lhil.n'ﬂll.l‘.il_‘ of her mate, the }'uﬂcm'iuh white of the head and hreast blending nto the darker
colouring of the other parts.

The male has the head, neck and breast white, washed with bul, p;u'tim-111nr‘ly on the crown all the npper
surface, winas and taal u‘rv:.'ir»h black 3 all the feathers of the back, rump and lesser n'ing-vm'rt:rl_ﬁ lmrdurtid
with ln'nu.;r.}'-pl.lrp'l'.- in some, and greenish purple - others flanks slate-colour ; u'h::hnm‘*u {hnu:j.‘-!mﬂ"; 1‘n]1
{or {wo-thirds from the base beautifnl p'mkrrvd. covered with @ mealy substance fip of the .'IJLH }'L’ﬂt]\".'!‘.i-h
white tineed with lilac s rides large and of a rich }'u-Hnwish hazel in some bl}('{'llll!'['llt-, rmh11:-!1 urm_u:l.- i
oiliers s qaked skin of the orbits mealy piuk-rm! . feet buff, with the scales piukq—‘ud :!'Il‘f.] :dl.{‘ !1il!1."- white.

The fgures are of the natural s12e, and represent ihe bird feeding on one of the fruits of the brushes

ealled wild cherry by the colomsts.







CARPOPHAGA LUCTUOSA.
Torres Strait Fruit Pigeon.

{aliwmba leetieosa, Temm. Pl. Col., 247. “.”:“{1_ Qyst. Av. Columbi, - 03

Mo-koit. Aborisines of Port Essington.

Tuis bird is commonly known by the name of the Torres Strait Pigeon, from its being so abundant there
that few voyagers pass the straits during its breeding-season without encountering ' It arrives in the
Cobourg Peninsula at the beginning of November and departs acain in April or May. Like every other
true Carpophaga it is strietly arboreal, living among the branches of the highest trees and feeding upon
various fruits and berries.  Mr. Gilbert's notes respecting it are as follows :—* This bird may generally be
<een in ereat numbers wherever the wild nutmeg 1s to be found, and so exclusively does it confine itself to
the trees in search of food, that during the whole time 1 was in the country I never saw one rise from the
oround, nor did T meet with any person in the settlement who had. It flies very rapidly, and wenerally mounts
up to so greaf a height as to be beyond the range of a gun. The only time at which I could succeed 1n
procuring specimens was the evening, when it resorts to the mangroves on the small islands lying off the
chore, or to the dense thickets a short distance inland ; at this time it may be scen arpiving in small
flocks of from ten to fifteen to roost for the night. Its note, like that of the other pigeons, is a coo, but
at times, ]mrtivu'l:u'll}' when it has pn'n"u::L it is much louder and deeper than that of any other species | ever
heard.

A | pnirs and commences breeding smmediately after its arrival in November, and [ have obtained eggs
as late as the middle of January. The nest 1s formed of a few sticks laid across one another 1n opposite
directions, and 15 =0 slight a structure that the eggs may usually be seen through the interstices from be-
neath, and it is s0 flat that it appears wonderful how the eggs are retained upon it when the branch 1s
waving about i the wind 3 1t is usually built on the horizontal branch of a mangrove, and it would seem that
it prﬂbr& for this purpose a branch overhanging water. That it never lays more than one egg appears 10
me without a doubt, for upon visiting Table Head River on the eastern side of the harbour of Port Essington
1 found no less than twenty nests, all of which contained cither a single egg or 2 single young bird.”

The whole of the plumage bufly white, with the exception of the prin‘mriu-&, secondaries and greater wing-
coverts, which are arevish black, and the tips of the tail-feathers, which are black, the black becoming of
less extent as the feathers recede from the centre of the tail, until the outer feather 18 only r:»'lig'hri}' tiir];srd :
this feather is also broadly mareined with black on the outer web for three-fourths of its length from the
hase ; the ander tail-coverts also have an irrecular hand of black near the tip of each feather 3 irides dark
brown 3 bill dark greenish grey, except the fip, which is light yellow.

The heure is of the natural size.







LOPHOLAILNM S ANT/ STITCUS
J LAIMUS ANTARCTICUS, G. R. Gray.
Top-knot Pigeon.

 ‘wlumba antarctica, Shaw, Zool. of New loll, pl. 5.

Columba dilapha, "Temm. ‘0 Linn. Trans., vol. xiii. p. 124, and PL (ol 162 —Shaw, Gen, Zool., vol. xiv. p. 279
H) H . Len, L 55 < XINL P ).

Wagl, Syst. Av,, sp. 11.
Lophorlynehus dilophies, Swains. Class, of Birds, vol. 1. p. 348,
et antarcticus, G. R, Gray, List of Gen. of Birds, 1st Edit,, p. 58,

Lopholaimus antarcticus, G. R. Gray, M35,

1|.1Il1||-hlr-|1 [rovicom of the ( alonists ol New Soutly W ales.

Arrnoven the specific term of antarcticus is not an appropriate appellation for this noble Pigeon, still it
cannot. 1 think, with strict l]l'tll]]'lli'1l'- be sunk into a synonym, since it was first applied to it in a work
intended exclusively to Hlustrate the zoology of New Holland, as will he seen on reference to the synonyms
above Llnmvr’l. I feel assured that my excellent and scientific friend M. Temminck was either ,11”_“.;1,“'1;'”,‘[
with the 1:1|Irlin'at1iuu alluded to, or that the cireumstance of its having been previously deseribed and figured
had escaped his memory, when he characterized this bird in the thirteenth volume of the * Linnean Trans-
actions,” and subsequently foured it in his Planches Coloriees,” under the name of Columba dilopha.

I have not vet scen specimens of this Pigeon {rom the northern or western coast, and it appears to be
exclusively confined to the rich and luxuriant districts of the southern and eastern ]uu'lim-.- of Australia;
being imriirnl;n'l_\' abundant in the brushes of Mawarra, the Hunter, the Clarence, &c., where the trees
furnish it at all seasons with a plentiful supply of food. So entirely arboreal are its habits, that I never
once saw it descend to the eround, or even fo the low shrub-like trees. It is strietly wregarious, often
iraversing the forests - flocks of many hundreds in search of those trees most laden with its favourite
fruit ; upon discovering which the entire flock alight simultancously with a rushing noise, clinging to anil
bearing down the smaller twigs and branches with their weizht, for orasping which their broad, hand-like
feet seem prvnli;wl}' ftted. It is a bird of very p:m-wi’ui flicht, and nsually flies at a considerable elevation
i flocks closely |1;u'i~.mi torether.

Among other <ubstances found n ihe stomachs of those specimens [ dissected, were the wild-fig and the
large round berries of the cabbage-palm 3 and in all ]Il'llhithnh} it also feeds upon other fruits of a still
lill'f-,}'l'l' size, as its bill and throat are capable of being dilated to such an extent as to admit of a substance
as large as a walnu beine swallowed entire.

Its flesh 1s not so eood as that of the other members of its family inhabiting Australia, being coarse anil
dry-eating.

‘l had no nlaluu'mnl{}' of ohserving its nidification, neither could 1 obtain any information on the subject.

The sexes are alike in plumage, and may be thus deseribed :—

Crest over the nostrils, sides of the head, neck, hreast, and under surface silvery Zrey, the feathers of
the neck and breast being hackled, and admitting the darker colouring of their bases to be ]urrrti\'n:d
through the interstices 3 cloncated crest at the oceiput rust-red ; from the eve to the oceiput beneath the
crest a line of black, which, meeting behind, 18 continued for a <hort distance down ihe back of the neck ¢
all the upper surface dark slate-grey ; pwimur'u-.a'~ secondaries, and edee of the “.‘I.”"'; !Jll;la*li ; tail I':_L_,fht E,HE}I
at the base, black for the remainder of its length, crossed by an irregalar band of bufly grey about an inch
from the extremitys irides fiery orange, currounded by a lash of piu!prml, and seated in a bare mealy space
. but hardly so bright 3 bill hrieht rose-red, inelining to lilac at the tip; fleshy part

—

ol the same colour,

covering the hostrils and at the base of the lower mandible, greenish lead-colour in the male, and lead-

colour in the female ; fect purplish red « hack of the tarsi and sole of the feet greyish brown.

The figure is of the natural size.







CHALCOPHAPS CHRYSOCHLORA.
Little Green Pigeon.

Tourterelle de Java, Buff. PL Enl. 177 ?

7 R 3

folumba Javanica, Auctorum ¢

tolombe Twrvert, Temm. Pig., fol. 2nd fam. pl. 26. p. G2.—1b, Pie. et Gall., tom. ii. pp. 252 and 468
Jolumba chrysochlora, Wagl. Syst. Av. Columba, sp. 79.

Tuene are, In my opinion, several closely allied species of this form, distributed over Australia and the
“Jands of Java, Sumatra, &c., whose specific characters have never been accurately defined : T am inclined
to consider the Javanese bird as distinet from that here figured, and the bird inhabiting the northern
coast of Australia, of which I have only seen one or two examples, as distinet from both. The principal
difference that I have yet observed in the two species inhabiting Australia, is that the one from the north
coast has the bill of much greater length than that from New South Wales ; a more minute comparison,
however, 1s necessary to ascertain if they be identical or not.

The Little Green Pigeon is sparingly dispersed in all the brushes of New South Wales, both those clothing
the mountain ranges as well as those near the coast; how far it may proceed northwards has not vet been
ascertained.  The brushy districts are the localities peculiarly adapted to it, and these I believe it never
leaves for the more open parts of the country ; hence “t is but little known to, and seldom seen by, the
colonists, a circumstance the more to be regretted, as the beauty and brilliancy of its plumage and the
neatness of its form render it one of the most pleasing objects to behold that oceur in the Australian
forests. When flushed, it flies very quickly through the serub, but to no great distance, and readily eludes
pursuit by pitching suddenly to the ground, and remainiiigsso quiet that it can varely be discovered.

I never met with its nest, nor could I obtain, either from the natives or seftlers, any particulars respecting
its nidification.

Its chief food during one season of the year is the sceds of the still wiry grass figured in the Plate, which
was gathered at Illawarra.

The sexes differ considerably in colour, and the female is somewhat smaller than her mate.

has the crown of the head, face and all the under surface deep vinaceous 3 nape and back of the

The male
coverts and outer webs of the

neck dark grey ; edee of the shoulder snow-white ; centre of the back, wing-

3
tertiaries shining ereenish copper-colour 3 rump and upper tail-coverts slaty-black, crossed by three indi-
stinet bands of grey 3 prinmrivs and secondaries brown, largely margined with ferruginous on the base of
tail black, except the two outer feathers on each side, which are light grey, erossed by a

their inmer webs 3 |
broad band of black near the tip; under tail-coverts black ; apical half of the bill blood-red, asal h;ﬂi‘ljhim-'

colour ; feet dull reddish plum-colour orbits dark grey; evelash lilac-red ; irides lilaceous lead-colpue §
The female has the head and neck dark cinnamon-brown, a
rface cinnamon-brown, with mergly a wiltsh on

tail-feathers brown ; the two next on

pproaching to chocolate® the wing-coverts

much more green than in the male ; face and all the under su

the breast of the
each side chestnut-brown, and the outer one on each side grey;
k; and the soft parts similar, but less brilliant than in the male.

Killed in New South Wales, and are of

vinaceous tint 3 upper tail-coverts brown ; four centre
all but the four middle ones crossed near

the tip with a broad band of blac
The figures in the accompanying Plate were taken from specimens

the natural size.









LEUCOSARCIA PICATA.
Wonga-wonga.

Clolumba picata, Lath. Ind. Orn. Supp., p. lix.—Wagl. Syst. Av. Columba, sp. 42
olumba armillaris, Colombe erivelée, Temm. Pie. ef

; Gall., fol. 2nd fam. pl. 6. p. 13.—Ib. Pig
pp. 97 and 447.—Shaw, Gen. Zool,, vol. xi. p. 15. f

Pied Pigeon, Lath. Gen. Syn. Supp., vol. 1L

. et Gall, tom. i.

p. 268.—Ib. Gen. Hist., vol. viil. p. 47.
Columba Jamiesonit, Quoy et Gaim. Voy. Partie Zoolog., p. 123

Columba melanolenca, Lath. Ind. Orn. Supp., p. lix.—Wael, Syst. Av. Columbie non visie, sp. 8
Colombe Goadgang, Temm. Pie., fol. p. 118, 1h. Pig. et Gall., tom. 1. pp. 369 and 447
White-faced Pigeon, Lath. Gen. Syn. Supp., vol. ii. p. 268.—Ib. Gen. 1list., vol. vii. p. 46.

Wonga-wonga, Aborigines of New South Wales.

" hr'lfrf:.r?r-.w.frrri and Wonga-wonya Pigean, Colonists of New South Wales.

Y. . Teann tavmane thoe s S bha prpe A : . 2
(e Pigeon forming the subject of the present memoir must always he an object of more than ordinary

sterest, sinee, independently of ifs attractive plumage, it is a ereat delicacy for the table ; its large size and
the whiteness of its flesh rendering it in this respect cecond to no other member of its family, the only
one that at all approximates to it being the Geophaps seripta. 1t 1s to be recretted that a ]111‘{i-pu~_~~'ue-.-i11:4
SO many qualifications as the present species should not be generally dispersed over the country, but such is
not the case. To look for it on the plains, or in any of the open hilly parts would be useless ; no other
districts than the brushes which streteh along the line of coast of New South Wales, or those clothing the
cides of the hills of the interior being favoured with its presence. The same kind of situations that are
cuited to the Brash Turkey (T ulegalla Lathami), the Menura and the Satin Bower-bird are equally adapted
to those of the Wonga-wonga; “ts distribution, therefore, over Australia mainly depends upon whether the
surface of the country be or be not clothed with that rich character of vegetation common to the south-
eastern portion of the continent. As the length of its tarsi would lead one to expect, the Wonga-wonga
.-1u-1u1:. most of its time on the f_{:l'l_ﬂi]HL where it feeds npon the seeds and stones of the fallen fruits of
the towering trees under whose chade it dwells, seldom exposing itzelf to the rays of the sun, or seeking the
open parts of the forest. While traversing thiese arborean solitudes, one 18 r:l'!._‘lllll'ltll:-' startled by the
sudden rising of the Wonga-wonga, the noise of whose wines is quite equal to, and not very different from,
that made by a Pheasant. 1ts flicht 15 not of long duration, this power being merely mnph}}'wl t0 Femove
't to a sufficient distance to avoud detection by u_;rnin descending to ihe eround, or mounting to the Lranch
of a neighbouring tree. I had frequent opportunitics of personally observing 1t at Illawarra, on the low
islands ;.11, the mouth of the river Hunter, and in the cedar brushes of the Liverpool range. During my
encampment in each of these parts, it was always secured whenever an nppnriunit}' occurred, for the purpose
of eating, the addition of hread-sauce rendering it no ordinary fare.

Of the nidification of this valuable bird 1 could gain no ]H‘L‘L‘ir‘l'. information. It is a species that bears
confinement well, and with an ordinary degree of attention, may doubtless be rendered domesticated and
useful.

The sexes present no external difference in the markings of their plumage, but the female 1s somewhat
inferior to her mate in size. V-

[Lores black : forehead and chin white ; all the apper surface, wings and tail deep slate-grey 3 primaries
hrown 3 the three lateral tail-feathers on each side tipped with white ; sides of the head light grey, oTa-
. o arevish black of the breast, which latter colour 13 interrupted on cach side by abroad

dually 1|i1~-11u_: into th |
eets on the centre of the breast near the lower margin of

line of white which passes abliquely down, and m :
the greyish black ¢ feathers of the abdomen and flanks white, the latter with a triangular hlﬁa.uh spot mnear
the extremity of each feather: under tail-coverts dark brown, largely nppt‘.d with buff, .[ml't!t'.llhl.l‘]}‘ on the
; a narrow piuk—rcﬁ lash 5 tip of the bill purplish black 3

trils pink-red ; lews and feet bright pink-red.

2

inner webs 3 . ides very dark brown, surrounded by
base of the bill and the fleshv "[lf'l‘t‘”hl”l covering the nos

The Plate represents ihe male and female of the natural size.







PERISTERA CHALCOPTERA, Swains.

Bronze-winged Pigeon.

:’r;::::j: ;:i:f:":f:;:r:,illl.l::::1 l;_:l. ”,1.11-11 vol. n p- {}1}!;-—‘!.\'{;:_:1. Syst. r-'u'. Columba, hp.“:'ﬁ_

8 e, . Pig., fol. 2nde fam. pl. 8. p. 17.—1Ib. Pig. et Gall, tom. il. pp. 103 and 448,

Lo Tourterelle aur ailes dorées, Sonn. cidit. de Buff,, tom. vii. p. 309.

Bronze-winged Pigeon, Lath. Gen. Syn. Supp., vol. ii. p. 266. __Phill. Bot. Bay, pl. in p. 162.—White's Journ.
pl. in p. 146.—Shaw, Lev. Mus., p. 227. pl. 5o.—Lath. Gen. H'm._: vol. viii, p. 31.—Steph. Cont. n;'
Shaw's Gen. Zool., vol. xi. p. 17, and vol. xiv. p. 280,

Peristera chaleoptera, Swains. Class. of Birds, vol. ii. p. 349.

Phaps chalcoptera, Selby, Nat. Lib. Orn., vol. v. Pigeons, p. 195. pl. 21.—G. it Grav. List of Gen. of Birds, and
edit. p. 79

(Jo-da. Aborigines of Western Australia.

Ar-g-wor-ra-id, Aborigines of Port Issington.

Rronze Pigeon, Colonists of Swan River.

Iur Bronze-winged Pigeon is so generally distributed over all parts of Australia, that, without a single
.-wl-plium ihe colonists of every settlement have found the surrounding country inhabited by this fine bird.
Hiu':*inuwn from Port Essington, Swan River, Van Diemen's Land and New South Wales differ so little from
each other, either in their size or markings, that they must all be recarded as one and the same species, the
Jlight differences that do occur being too trivial to be considered as other than mere local variations.

It is a plump, heavy bird, weighing when in good condition fully a pound ; and its pectoral muscles being
deep and fleshy, it constitutes a most excellent viand andis ¢onstantly eaten by every class of persons, being
equally acceptable at the table of the Governor and at that of the - mate of a log-hut in the interior of the
country. Its amazing powers of flight enable it to pass inan incredibly short space of time over a great
expanse of country, and just before sunset it may be observediswiftly winging its way over the plains or down
the gullies to its drinking-place. During the long drought of 1830—40, when 1 was encamped at the northern
extremity of the Brezi rangc, I had daily npp:}t'iuuirius of observing the rrival of this bird to drink; the
only water for miles, as I was assured by the natives, beingithat in the immediate vicinity of my tent, and
hat was merely the scanty supply left in a few small natural basins in the rocks, which had been filled by
the rains of many months before. This peculiar cituation afforded me an excellent opportunity for

observing not only the Bronze-wing, but every othet bird inhabiting the neighbourhood : few if any of the

true insectivorous or fissirostral birds came to the water-holes 3 but, on the other hand, those species that
live upon orain and seeds, ]mrlivnhlrl}' the Parrots and Honey-caters {_T}-fzu{m_g-f{:.f.si and Meliphagi), were
continually rushing down to the edges of the pools, utterly regardless of my presence, iheir thirst for
water {lui'tr overcoming theirsense of danger; celdom . &f_ever, however, diu} lht_‘. Hl’l]]]%l'-‘u‘u'.llls_; n];Ekn
its appearance during the heat of the day, but at sundown;ten the contrary, i arrived with arrow-like
swiltness, either singly or mn pnirs_-. It did not descend at once 1O the wig(-‘mf the |'mu1, Lt lli;l,.]w_[l
down to the ground at abouk ten }'Tll'l::lh'1 distance, remained quiu‘t for a short time, then walked leisurely
“and after taking libations deep and frequent, winged
therefore, of the habits of this bird, the weary traveller may always perceive

apnd however arid the appearance of the country may be, if he

to the water, its way to its roosting-place for the
nierht with a knowledge,
when he is in the vicinily of waters; : | ,
observes the Bronze-wing wending 1ts way from all quarters to 4 given point, he may be certain to
1‘:m:’|‘[5t‘ml water. When rain has fallen in abundance, and the
has ralu-a::ul over the surface of the surrounding country, the

Iy of vivers and lagoons are
¥ . " iy i :

1;|t:H. ure i ‘-Hl} )
illed not anly to the brim, bt the water

o i anv - 1< are not so easily pr .ured, the
Aly altered : then the Bronze-wing and many other birds are not sO easily procured, the

case i mutr]"l: ‘ _ : : 40
151 1 1 3 = & i T T ] F . 7

abundant -|LH=1~. of the element so0 requisite 10 their existence rendering 1t 10 onger necessary jat they
<hould brave every danger in procuring it. . ‘ . . |
[t has been \Il}ilnhl‘r! that a partial migration of this species takes place from time to TIIIIIL1 a unuuma]?m_
VEry in'nh;thh: a5 its numbers are sometimnes suddenly increased.  After the breeding

which 1 think 1s - |
voung resort to ihe stubble ficlds of th

cpason 1s over, both the adults and
Iv be 1prn:-m-ud at a shot, from fwenty to
. han at any other. Althoungh, as [ have before stated, the

e settlers 1n such abundance, that

thirty brace may be killed in a
although more than one can rare irty bre 3
is in better condifion t

e of food, 1t 1must }'it‘!{l
e Bronze-wing ( (r.-".-‘rji'.f.r{:ﬂjls seripla ) who

<+ and at this scason 1t et . i
ot | the palm 1n this respect to the Wonga-wonga Pigeon

s aowing 15 an excellent articl s ‘ :
B \ <¢ flesh 1s white and more delicate

e (R
( Leucosarcd picata) and the Partrit D1
1 3 { . i 5 L
in flavour, while the internal pectoral muscle only of the present bird 1s 0 o N s
& - <4 . " - rr = I l - b Y b

b « o foeds entirely upon the oround, where 1t finds the yarious kinds of leguminous se¢
The Bronze-wing fecds entirely up L :

that colour.

-
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PERISTERA ELEGANS.
Brush Bronze-winged Pigeon.

Columba elegans, Colombe Labrador Te H ol. & i i T
qans, Labrador, Temm. Pig., fol. 2d. fam. pl. 22. p. 96 Temm. Piz. et Gall, tom.

pp. 240 and 466.—Wagl. Syst. Av. Columba, sp. 58 —=haw, Gen. Zool,, vol. xi. p. 43
Opaline Pigeon, Lath, Gen. Hist., vol. viil. p. 3.

Columba Lawsonti, Sicber, [sis No. 67
-, ,-'!.iml'i'_’i]ll'.ﬂ of Western ."u'll:~1l".'l|.;|;l_

Little Bronze Pigeon, Colonists of Swan River.

Tins species is neither so plentiful nor so widely distributed as the Common Bronze-wing (Peristera o
coplera) 3 it is. however, tolerably abundant in Van Diemen’s Land, the islands in Bass's Straits, and the
whole of the southern portion of the Australian continent, from Swan River on the west to Moreton DBay on
the east,  In Van Diemen’s Land it is very numerous, all along the north coast from Cireular Head to the
north-eastern corner of the island. Its habits and economy are somewhat peculiar : [ have never seen it
lwn'h on the branches ol a tree, nor have 1 heard of any one who has ; neither is it an inhabitant of the open
pluinw. hut aflects the most serubby localities, ;_{'n'im_-; pruﬂ*rvnm' to such as are-low and swampy. When
lushed it rises very upliu_-ld}' with a loud burring noise similar to that made by the rising of a Lu;aﬂr'nl:_rr. which
bird it also much resembles in its carriage and contour when on the around. The Jortness of its wings
and tail, and the extreme dvplh of 1its ln'murnl muscle, render its appearance more plump and round than
that of the generality of Pigeons. It is a very difficult bird to shoot, from ‘ts inhabiting the most dense
parts of the serub, from which it is not easily driven. It flies but little, rarely for a greater distance than o
Cross :_,';ullg.' or top @ ridge before it again abruptly descends into the serub.

Its food consists of seeds and berries of various kinds, purtimﬂ;wlyiu Van Diemen's Land of & plant there
called Boobyaller.

I believe it never micrates, but merely removes from one locality to another, as food may be more or less
abundant.

Its note is more Jengthened than that of the Commaon Bronze-wing, and 1s also a more low and mournful
<train, and is more olten J'Lriwnlud towards the close of the evening than at any other time. As an article
nl‘li'ﬂml it is by no means to be :1:‘&&;115.::{1. beine, 1 should say, even ]'I]‘L‘ﬁ"]':tllll.' to the Common Bronze-wing, to
which slitt?il‘ﬁ. it offers a nearer alliance in colonr than in form. On a comparison of the structure of t!:j:
two birds they will be found to differ materially, the wines of the present species being shorter, and the tail
comprising a <maller number of feathers than that of the other. : i e

The sexes differ so little in the colouring of their plumage that dissection is requisite to |h:-'1|.11:;m.xh them.

In Western Australia it has been observed to hreed sometimes on the ;j:'nmul and at others among the
orass, or in a fork of the Xanthorrhwa or orass-tree 3 the nest being formed of a few <mall sticks, and the
eggs as nsual being white and two in number, fifteen lines long by cleven lines broad. : i
I .l*'m'v'lw:ul licht chestnut; lores black ; crown of the head and nape dark grey; a broad line of rich deep
chestnut mm:ﬁvunw at the posterior part of the eve and unites at the occiput; on the throat a small gorget-
shaped mark of reddish chestnut 3 all the upper .-'.m' : .
on the rump and upper tail-coverts 3 primaries dark brown with pale i.!l!'_‘:[‘.": ed
rts with an oblong spot of rich

face rich deep lustrous chestnut, becoming eradually
| and broadly m:u'gimr{l o1l
ll;l.l_'l‘ ! : : : : ; [

ihe base of their external webs with ferrugimous ; a few of the wing-cove

a e aetramity of the
lustrous t'ninpihiv bronze on the outer web near the base, ihe outline of which towards the extre mity of the

. : e of whith ol aes of thie COvEris Are similarly orna-
feather is <harply defined and bounded by a line of whitish grey; others )

of wolden-green, and others with deep bluish greet, hounded 1'}' a more COnspieuots

mented with a spot ‘ !
wr central tail-feathers brown ; the remainder grey at the _
dull black which band 18 continued, but 15 much less apparent

all the under surface grey, which becomcs paler on the

. ~ hase and Tiplwd with brown, the
line of whites It

two colours :-L'!I:l[‘lt[l'l:l by a broad band ol
the central foathers ; sides of the neck and

upon ; . E45H
s rides very dark brown; feet bright pink-ret.

abdomen and under tail-coveris s
The figures represent the two sexes of the natural size.
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PERISTERA HISTRIONICA, Gowa.
Harlequin Bronzewing.

Peristera histrionica, Gould, in Proe. of Zool. Soc., September 8, 1840.

1 #insT met with this new and beantiful pigeon on the 2nd of December,

i i 1839, while encamped on the banks
of the Mokai, a rniver which rises in the Liverpool rar

e, and iduﬁ into thie :\;;nuni_

I was strolling beside the stream at sunrise, when one of these birds ros

¢ from the water's edge, flew to
iohted on the eround, where it assum
of 2 Sand Grouse (Pteroeles). A fortnight after this 1 descent

the distance of forty yards, and again al od mueh of the air and actions

led the Namoi, about one hundred and fitty
miles, and while traversing the extensive plains, ctudded here and there with patches of trees that skirt l'|11:
Nundawar range, 1 was suddenly, but agrecably startled by an immense flock of these birds rising before me,
and again alighting on the around at a short distance 3 finding they would not admit of near approach, 1
secreted m:m-lf. and destred my aboriginal rump:minn Natty to go round and turn the fiock towards me : the
whole simultancously rose as before with a loud burring noise, so closely p:u-];wi, that had they not pun-:*{l me

at a considerable anele, many must have fallen to my shot : as it was | succecded in obtaining four, two of
which were males.  Alarmed at so anusual a sound in these solitudes as the discharge of a gun, the
comainder winged their wiay rapidly ont of sight. About a week afterwards, while returning from hunting
the kangaroo on i distant part of the same p!:uin, we 1111;_]1'|1:u-h1':1 a small group of Myalls ( Avacia pf-mfrfe"q)],
and Natty suddenly called out, * Look massa;” i an mstant the air before us seemed literally filled with a
dense mass of ihese birds, which had suddenly rose from under the trees af his exclamation; we had
searcely time to raise our guns before they were seventy or cighty yards ofl s our united discharee, however,
ll]'lﬂl.:ﬂ;t down eight additional specimens, all of which being merely wineed and fluttering about, attracted
the attention of our kangaroo dogs, and it was with the greatest difficulty they could be prt".vui::fl from
tearing them to pieces; in the midst of the seramble, a kite, with the utmost audacity, came to the attack,
and would doubtless, n spife of our presence, have carried off his ¢chare, had not the contents of my second
barrel stopped his career. This was ihe last time I met with 1l11:* ii:trhwluin ]’:1|‘u1m'u1n*_f. [ took every
npllmrhlnh:.' of making inquiries respecting 1t of the natives of llu: interior, and of the .\-'I:H'L.Im'l-i at the 4I:u1
stations, both of whom assured me they had never ohserved it before the present season. If this assertion
he correct, and there scems 0 he no reasol for doubting it, whenee has this fine bird made 1ts :al-iw:u-:nu-r?
Had it always heen common in those parts of the conntry, its size and its beauty must have attracted the
attention ui.' the various iravellers who have, from time to time, traversed the iulvrin.'r. May we not
reasonably suppose that it had mierated from the central l't".l'll“ll-“' n1i Tlll.fh vast continent, ‘|‘-'.hl['1l has vyet '_“”f'h
-1 store for {uture discovery ? The great length of wing which this bird posscsses, admirably adapts 1t for

. i . - ac the far interior 15 gencr: v imazined to be, <ince by this means 1t may readily
inhabiting <uch a country as the far interior 1s generd ly imag _ _ y \

; with great easc and m 2 short time, over i vast extent of country 3 this great power of flicht 15 also
pass great ease, o ‘o Al b
— - . T L] . - et wn = ten e “esit lr[_'t!_
a hichly necessary qualification 10 enable it to fraverse the great distances 1U15 probably often necessité
to o search of water.
On dissecting the specimet :
yrocured from the open plains, but of what kinds [ was unable to determine.
o from behind the eve, forming 2 cirele round the car-coverts, anil a crescent-shaped mark

s obtained, 1 found their crops half filled with <mall hard seeds, which they

Torehead, stripe :
mql-.::_;L::;:{hh-unf cnow-white 3 the remainder of the head, iln-u-fu and ear-coverts _|,L-1.~h!iw!i; 11:I [1;;; ::iz]lu-_;
surface, wing-coverts, flanks and two centre tail-feathers deep L'1m|:nu:.|u-h1:uwn-, t*.d# of the s I.j»';lll T{T; u
-whih': spurious wing Dbluish gray, slightly margined with white 3 primaries IJ]'n\‘rnhh Equ},.llldt‘L{HlU on
their ;mh'r web with rufous at the base, largely marked with the same O ilie inner web, forming a con-

¥ . o s - Y Tite = ] 1 - 1 W I-.h p #
] ! i””'h on the under curface of the wing, and with an ov al spot ot white at the tip of each feather ;
spicuons i - 3 AR i Aenn) o] fenthers
: laries €ros ed by 2 heautiful deep crimson bronze on the outer webs near the tip 3 Jateral tail-feathers
oniaries o gt Y H !

i e extremity, which s white; breast and centre of the

Dluish gray
abdomen Bluish
ack = rides dark brown
eve ;urlih:-h black 3 . L . ¢ legs an e reds
‘ TI:I female has anly a faint indication of the markmgs which adorn the male, an
[ [ i 2 i ) H ]
brilliant in her appearance.
The figures are those of @ male

nssIne ) ack toward
qt the base, passms into black ) _ . _ i
eray: under tail-coverts lioht bull's nostrils and hill black 3 bart <kin surrounding the
i a C - - ; ] : : :
: frontal scales of the lees and feet lilac-red 3 hind part flesh-red.

is altogether much less

and female of the natural size.




Rt e o

f | “
'll. -




HEMIPODIUS C ASTANOTUS, Gould.

Chestnut-backed Hemipode.

Hr'mijmrfi:frs cazlanofiis, (iould in Proc. of Zool. Soc., Part VII. p. 145.
IVin-do-loom, Aborizines of Port Essington.
Thick-billed Quail, Colonists.

PR N

.

Tux ll.'.ht-:itnm-hnr_kud Hemipode inhabits the northern and north-western pnrﬁuurc of Australia; spe-
cimens from the latter have been forwarded to me by Mr. Bynoe and by Mr. Dring of HAMLS, Beagle s
Me. Gilbert also found it at Port Essington, and his notes 1‘::5}:::1:[111'__1‘ it 1 here transeribe :—

« This is a tolerably abundant species, and inhabits the sides of stony hills in coveys of from fifteen to
thirty in pumber 3 which, when disturbed, seldom rise together, but run along the oround, and it is only upon
being very closely pursued that they will take wing, and then they merely fly to a hort distance = while
running on the ground their heads are thrown up as high as their necks will permit, and their bodies heing
carried very erect, @ wmldllﬁg:_ motion is given to their gait, which 1s very ludicrous. The stomachs of
those dissected were very muscular, and contained seeds and a large ]n'upurlluu of pvhhh's,”

Head, neck and chest olive-grey, the feathers of the head and lil.‘L'k.:‘»[mHﬂll with fawn-white at the tip, and
those of the chest having a spatulate mark of the same colour down the centre; centre of the abdomen and
the under tail-coverts pale buff ; a narrow stripe over cach eye, back, <houlders and tail rich chestnut; the
feathers on the back and shoulders r-xpurtml with white, the white spots hounded anteriorly with black ;
lu"nnm-'w.n brown, edged with buff; irides gaunin_\»gl:r}'dlmv . bill light ash-grey 3 naked skin round the eye
smoke-grey 3 tarsi and feet king’s-yellow.

The Plate represents the two sexes of the natural size.
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HEMIPODIUS PYRRHOTHORA X, Gould.

Red-chested He mipode.
f.l'wu!'.imn‘r'.!m J‘Iy:‘i'-’luffr--rﬂ ¢, Gould, in Proc. of Zool. Soc., November 10, 1840.
B

Lirrie as 1s known of the Swift-flying Hemipode, even less information has been obtained respecting the

present species, which, although assimilating in some of its characte
arking of the face and neck, and the rufous colouring of the fore part of
clender and elegant in its proportions. It first came under

history of the rs to the former, differs
from it in the m the throat and
chest : it is also spmewhat more my notice
while traversing the flats near Aberdeen, on the ,
o female of the present bird arose before me, and 1 at once

any 1 had 111‘1-1.'1:111311; seen @ my shot was @

Upper Hunter, when my dog p:}in’ring at what 1 conceived

to be a sputinu‘n of the prucvdim{ ﬁp('{'iL‘ﬁ,
louring of the breast, {hat it differed from

small delight that I picked up the beautiful bird, from which the
1 di]l;‘vuﬂy sought for others, but Was not fortunate

saw, from the rufous co
successful one, and it was with no

Ell:‘l_’.i_‘J'I.I]]_}mi‘q’iH:_',‘ drawing of the female was taken.
For the little male which enables me to wunpl::h-

had killed it some years before 1n the nui;:hhmlrhumi
weting it : he had never seen the

enough to meet with a second living specimen.

my Plate, I am indebted to M;. Charles Goxen, who
of the Liverpool Plains, but who could give me no further information respe
female. Of 1ts habits and nidification,
will doubtless be discovered, but antil then its

of course nothmg s therefore known : when the distant interior 18

explored, its true habitat history must emain buried in
obscurity.

Crown of the h
coverts and sides of the neck extreme
versely l*n}'vd with bars and freckles of bla

ming m the same direction 3 prin‘mritﬁ

down the centre; feathers surrounding the eye, ear-

leed with black ; back and rump dark brown, trans-
1 with buff, within which is a line
throat, chest, flanks and

cad dark brown, with a line of bull
ly emall, white et
ck and bufls wings paler, edge
of black ru brown, margined with buff;

: hill horn-colour 3 irides

ander tail-coverts sandy red, p the centre of the abdomen;

issing nto white on
ﬁll':l\\'-\t'“u“’; fect }'vﬂuwish white.
The male has & <imilar character of markings on the upper <urface, but the colouring of the throat and

flanks 18 much pah-r.

The Plate rrpn--vnt.-» a male anil a female of the natural size-
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HEMIPODIUS VELOX, Gould
Swift-flying Hemipode.

Hemipodius velor, Gonld, in Proe. of Zool. Soc., Nov. 10, 1840

Kar-a-dong, Aborigines of the mountain distriets of Western Australia
Little Quail, of the Colomists,

I rousp this new and interesting species of Hemipodius abundant in v

1 arions parts of New South Wales, but
whether it has always visited those localities,

or has nnl:-.' rr('rm!_'-.' madle its appearance there, 1 eannot sav.
Mr. Stephen Coxen, on w hose estate it was plentiful, and who., it is well known, has for some years paaidd

considerable attent [ ; i oy of ralin, © infi 1 i i 1
ention to the Ormithology of Australin, could give me no mformation respecting it, and 1t

would appear to have escaped the notice of collectors generally, for T have never seen a specimen in any
colleetion either 1!l|ll1'.1' or private. I clearly ascertained that it is strictly migratory, by finding it abundant

in those places m summer which 1 had previously visited in winter, when no appearance of one was to be

seen.

The season of more than ustal luxuriance that followed the long and distressing dronght of 1838—3Y,
bringing in its train a aumber of rare and interesting species, was highly advantageous to the objects of my
w\iu'dillnu. It was to this scason of !nlunly when the whole face of the country was covered with rh:'
richest vegetation, that I am inelined to attribute the appearance of vast numbers of this species over the
district of the whole Upper Hunter, ]]':l'l'[-lf'l.l.hll'l:.' ‘1 the flats of Segenho, Invermein, and Yarrondi. It
;1|n|wm'a-t'l to give preference to the low stony ridges which border and mtersect these flats, and which are
thinly covered with grasses of various kinds, for it was in such situations 1 eenerally found it, thongh on
come occasions 1 started it from among the rank herbagé clothing the alluvial soil of the bottoms. It lies
<0 close as to be nearly trodden upon before it will rise, and when Aushed it flies off with such extreme
|‘;i|}1|‘:11}'1 as, combined with its small size and the intervention of trees, to render it a most difficult shot to
the sportsman. On rising it flies to the distance of one or fwo hundred yards within two or three feet of
the surface, and then suddenly pitches to the eround. As might be expected, it Ties well to a pointer, anl
it was by this means that 1 found many which 1 could not otherwise have started.

One of the most singular circumstances commected with the history of this and the following species, s
the great difference in the size of the sexes, the males being but little more than half the size of their mates.
Pleased as 1 was at making acquaintance with this little bird, I was «till more gratified at findine its nest
and eggs. Natty and Jemmy, two intelligent and faithful natives, of the Yarrundi tribe. and who always
Lu'm:111p;11|.iv{1 me, also caught several of the young which had not left the nest many days.

In addition to the Qistricts above named, [ observed it, although rarely, in the interior of the country north
of the Liverpool Plains. Before 1 left Sydney a single specimen was sent mc from South Australia, and in
my recently arrived collection from Swan River I found both the bird and its eggs these circumstances
]11:11-.'in_-_~' that it possesscs i range of lonitude extending from one side of the continent to ihe other, and
all probability it inhabits a great portion of the northern interior. [n Western Australia it s _-a_mn-d to
inhabit clear open spots of grass, and may occasionally be met with in the thick scrub, but its most
favourite retreat 1s the grassy valleys of the interior adjacent to water.

[t hreeds Ht:plumlu-r and October. The nest is slightly constructed of grasses placed i a -1H1HIU“'
{lt‘lll’t“‘.‘ail}ll of the ground quder the shelter of a small tuft of grass: the eggs are four ill.!llllllill'l.", u"l' i li}!'lj-'
white, very thickly blotehed all over with markings of chestnut, eleven lines and & half long by mne lines
broad : Ih‘t- ewes {rom Western Australia are much lighter in colour, and have the chestnut blotchings
much more minute. )

The stomach is extremely muscular, and the food consists of erasshoppers and other msects, “'-L"]“sl"“‘-

Head, car-coverts, and all the upper surface chestnut-red 3 the crown of the head m Somie Specien
hue a longitudinal mark of bufl down the centre ; the feathers of the back, rump, scapularies, and sides

of the chest aargined with bufl, within which is a narrow line of black runmug i the same direction 3 the

feathers of the lower part of the back are also crossed by several narrow rrecular bands of black ; primaries

. . . e = ot chest, @ anks sandy buff, yassing into
light hrowi, mareined with bufl on their nter nal edges ; throat, chest, and flanks sand s -

. . . et o whites legs and feet ellowish white.
white on the abdomen : bill horn-colour 3 irides straw-white ; leg :u:d s he sides of the chest con
The above 1s ihe description of a female : the male has the feathers on the sides © g e

si}immud}' margined with buff- :
The Plate represcnts a male and female of the natural size.
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COTURNIX PECTORALIS, Gouu.
Pectoral Quail.

Coturnix pectoralis,"Gould in Proe. of Zool. Soc., Part V. p. 8
| Birds in Brit. Mus. Coll.,, Part 111, p. 40. |
Stubble Quail of the Colonists of Van Diemen’s Land

. and in Syn. Birds of Australia, Part 11.—List of

::"’ ‘”'“11 Diemen’s Land, South Australia and New South Wales, the present species s« very abundant 3 I
ave also received specimens Ir Fo ATl 5 R, i ' Ty ADUDCUATILS
hoth of which ll]:-:1111iiv.x 111: I.:1n*ll‘l;i:l:q11\-:1::'-:I!.;:Il.i?“:dh‘; e ILY.:””.PMI from the north coast, from
I am not, however, !H't'h:lrml to afhir t. I.1 ; l..1t1u.f-“.’ e -hpr 3 ”,mr.r |lHI}}' e ]”I”.“dilm the under surface;
e s .- | m that theyare .*'-l'rl.‘t't[lf‘ii”}' distinet from the bird here figured, although
L em as such.  Open grassy plams, extensive erass flats, and those par ;
country nnder cultivation, are situations favourable to the habits of tl r ~M_’ and those parts of the
hil'. 11: 1I:|:-1, it s0 closely I.'I'H‘ll'lllh‘w' 1||p. (11“.‘” {lﬂ. |" _ ]. ;:: HT? '.Jt P ””i,:._ i {"‘”"“l‘"} 1I1I{| 1I1{J!1{‘ gk
miml]h- L e ! s : i | ,mrnpf, (Coturme If‘frr!!i:tfrxfr.ij. that a deseription of one is
y ! 1_1 the 4111 er.  In South Australia 1t may be found on all the extensive plains to the

f"“ﬂ'lu of Adelade :.] “i_'i'lln:'lllm'.*- flushed a single hird without finding another i the neighbourhood, while
."_' *111n1~1"": I llll:t u|1||1.|1 in pairs or in small parties of from four to six in number. Although ocea-
sionally Iluun.:l in the immediate neighbourhood, it affects totally different situations from those t?téqurnh-:!
by Iht- Synoi cus Australis, which oes in coveys, and which differs but little in its habits from the '-"nn.nunn
Partridee ( Perdiv cinerea). Its powers of flicht are considerable, and when flushed, it wings its way with
arrow-like .‘-i'ﬂn:lhlu‘:-.'- to a distant part of the pluin', it lies well to a pointer, and has [rom T'||-|- first
HE'[II(']I!L‘I.Il +u| the colony always afTorded considerable amusement to the sportsman. [ need scarcely
say that 1t 1s an excellent bird for the table, {_‘qu:ﬂﬁng as it does in this respect its European r:-;n*u-r:n':nix 1
During my rambles in the districts ’r'l‘(:quuntvd by this Quail, 1 rl‘l_"l'llll'lﬁh' found its nest and eggs, which
bear a strong resemblance to those of our own Quail; much variation, however, exists in their colouring,
some being largely blotched all over with brown on i straw-white grmnul._ while from this to a finely 1st-ln||1*n':-;l
marking every variety occurred 3 the number of eggs in each nesl varied from eleven to fourteen. The
situations chosen for the nest are also very various ; 1 sometimes found it placed among the thick grass of
the luxuriant flats, while at others it was artfully concealed by a taft of overhanging grass on the open
pluin:-c. where the temperature was of a much warmer character, and where, from the exposed <ituation, the
sun's rays caunsed degree of heat never felt in the humid situations just lladed to.  The chief food of this
ralwcius is orain, seeds and insects, the orain as a matter of course being only 1brlill'.'ll.l'1.'|!1 in enltivated
districts 3 and hence the name of Stubble Quail has been given to it by the colonists of Van Diemen’s Land,
from the great aumbers that visit the fields after the harvest is Over.

'Si-plem]u-r and the three following months constitute the breeding-season 3 but it is somewhat later
Van Diemen’s Land than in South Australia and New South Wales.
weight of the male is four ounces and a half’; the female, which rarel
the black markings on the chest, and by

The average y equals her mate

in size, may at all times be distinenished by ihe total absence of
the throat being white instead of hudl.

The male has the lores, ear-coverts and throat buff;
hrown: over each eye two parallel lines of yellowish white 3
he forehead to the nape : back of the neck hrown, each feather marked down its ce
mark of }'1*”0\\1-»1; white, k and upper tail-coverts brown,

crown of the head and hack of the neck deep
o similar line down the centre of the head from
ntre with a Janceolate

blotehed on each side with black ; mantle, bac
transversely ru}'v_:l with ziezag markings of black, and striped down the centre with lanceolate markings of
yellowish white 3 wings brown, transversely rayed with zigzag lines of erey and black 3 primaries anl
: ides of the chest brown 3 abdomen white, each feathe

her white, pounded on either side by a fine line of

centre of the chest black ¢ r marked down its centre
with black : flanks rich hrown, the centre of cach feat
black ; bill black : rides hazel 5 feet iH’ilI'h’ vinous white.

being destitute of the black marks on the chest, in the throat being white instead of

The female differs
bufl, and inthe bill heing olive instead of black.
The Plate represents both sexes of the patural size.







SYNOICUS AUSTRALIS.
Australian Partridge.

Perdiz Australis, Lath. Ind. Orn. Supp., p. Ixi.

Coturniz Australis, Temm. Pie. et Gall. 8vo, tom. iii. pp. 474 and 740, —Shaw, Gen. Zool,, vol. xi. p. 373.—Vieill.
Gal. des Ois., pl. 215.—Less. Traité d'Orn., p. H08.

New Holland Quail, Lath. Gen, Syn. Supp., vol. ii. p. 283.—1b. Gen. Hist., vol. viii. p. 306,

Moo-réete. Aborirines of the lowland districts of Western Australia.

Brown Quail, Colonists of Swan River and Van Diemen’s Land,

Tur present ~|u'l'iv.~ will at all times elaim more than ordinary attention from the colonists of Australia,
from the circumstance of its being the 1‘('|}nwﬂul:11i.\':.‘ in that country of the Common Partrideze of the
British Islands, so renowned for the goodness of its flesh, and for the healthy pastime it annually affords
during the shooting season to all who are attached to and follow the sports of the field. Although much
more diminutive in size, the present species offers in many points of its economy a great similarity to ifs
antipodean ally. [ believe that several species of this intermediate form exist in Australia ; if, however,
my surmise should prove fto be incorrect, and it should be found that the Partridges over all parts of
the country are merely varicties of each other, then it may be stated that the present species is an inha-
bitant of every known part of Australia, the north coast even not being without its presence ; but if, on the
other hand, it should be discovered that they are several distinet species, then the habitat of the present
bird will be restricted to New Qouth Wales, South Australia and Van Diemen’s Land, over the whole of
which countries it is plentifully dispersed 3 the localitics most suited to its habits being thick grassy flats
and humid spots overgrown with herbage, by the sides of rivers and water-holes. Its call is very similar
to that of the Common Partridge, and like that bird it is found in coveys of from ten to eighteen in number,
which simultaneously rise from the ground and pitch again within a hundred yards of the spot whenee
they rose. It sits so close, that it will often admit of being nearly trodden upon before it will rise. Pointers
si:n‘ul readily to it, and it offers perhaps better sport to the sportsman than any other bird inhabiting Au-
stralia.  Its weight is about four ounces and three quarters, and its flesh is delicious.

The .".nstruliu.n Partridee breeds on the ground, where it constructs a slight nest of grass and leaves;
the eges, which are of large size, and from ten to eighteen in number, are sometimes uniform bluish white,
at others minutely freckled all over with buff.

The sexes differ but little ‘n their colouring, neither do the young birds from the adult, except that the
markings are somewhat broader and more distinct,

Fm-.;.‘n.;;ul_ space between the bill and the eve, and the throat greyish white, with a tinge of buff; all the
upper surlace irrezularly marked with heautiful transverse h:1r:': of grey, black and .f_'hl.'ﬁTtHl‘E, u:m'hl feather on
the back having a fine stripe down the centre ; shoulders :;'1-{-}1.-11 brown, the remainder of the wing marked
with obscure transverse lines of grey, brown and black ; primaries brown, mottled on the external edges

I the under surface bufly grey, each feather having numerous Z1gzag markings of

with greyish brown; al ag 1
havine a very fine line of white down the centre; bill blue, deepening into black at

black, and many of them
the tip ; irides orangc feet dull yellow.

The figures are of the natural size.






SYNOICUS DIEMENENSI S, Gould.
Van Diemen’s Land Partridge.

Synoicus Diemenensis, Gould in Proe. of Zool. Soc., March, 1847.

Greater Brown Quail of the Colomsts.

Dunixg my visit to Van Diemen’s Land [ was frequently informed that there were two kinds of Quail
besides the stubble and painted Quails, the former of which is a true Cofurniz and the latter a Hemipodius,
while the two birds referred to belong to neither of those genera, but to that of Synvicus. They are
distinguished as the greater and lesser Brown Quail, and sometimes the name of Partridge was given
tae the bird here figured, doubtless from its going in coveys and resembling the Common Partridge of
Europe i many of its actions : 1 failed 10 my endeavours to obtain examples, hut I was fortunate enongh
to procure ifs nest and eges, which differed so much from those of the common species as to con-
vince me that they had been laid by a different bird : on a late visit to Paris, I found at the liouse
of M. Verreaux several specimens of the bird itself, which had been sent to him by his hrother direct from
Van Diemen's Land, and which being lﬂnrml at my 1“51”:.-;:11 enable me to give firures of both speeies. It is
fully a third larger in size than the S. Australis, and has the markings of the upper surface mwore nUMErous
d - the situations it affects appear to be low marshy arounds con ered u'_'l:]t dense masses of herbage.

and varie
(iately below New Norfolk ; they are more green than

The cogs | prm-urml were found in the swamps 1IN
those of S. Australs, are -"i”'.l“hh"l all over with minute spots of brown, and are from twelve to eighteen
in number, one inch and ceven-sixteenths long by one ineh and an eichth broad. I feel more than ever

convinced, that the birds of the form to which the generic term Synoicus has been applied, constitute many
more .-1u~riu- than has hitherto heen sniimpcm‘:i.
Forchead, lores and chin greyish white tinged with bufl: erown of the head dark brown, with a line of

buff down the centres; all the upper surface irregularly marked with beauntiful transverse bars of grey,

cather with a fine stripe of u'ruj.'ish white down the centre;
orevish buff, each feather with

black and chestnut, cach f primaries brown,

mottled on their external el
weylar somewhat :u'rnn'-:chnin::l marks of black,
bill blue, deepening into black at the tip; irides oranges;

oes with y,_'r-:x"mh brown ; all the under surface
pumerous re and many of them with a very fine line of white
down the centre; feet dull yellow.

The Plate represents the two sexes rather less than ihe size of hife.
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SYNOICUS SORDIDUS, Gould.
Sombre Partridge.

Synoicus sordidus. Gould in Proc. of 7ool. Soc., Part XV. p. 33.

Wirn the exception of . Sinensis, this species is the least of the genus yet discovered ; it moreover diflers
from them all in the absence of any varied markings, in lieu of which all the feathers of the upper surface
have a broad bluish grey stripe down the middle ; in this blue colouring it evinees an affinity to the

S. Sinensis, and all ||n'nhuh'|ii’r:.' other .a'|u:(~.iu3 intermediate between the two will vet be discovered.

have come under my notice ; both of which were received from South

Two .-iili_‘l:.i]l!{_‘lih are all that
Australia.

Its habits doubtless resemble those of the other members of the genus, but nothing is at present known

respecting them.
General phlnl:ts{e_durl; brown, minutely freckled with black, each feather of the upper and under surface
ve 3 feathers of the head and back of the neck with a

with a broad stripe of bluish grey down the cent
of the back-feathers with

spot of blackish brown at the tip, those down the centre of the head and a few

white shafts 3 chin buff; flank-feathers with an arrow-head-shaped mark of black near the tip.

The figures are of the natural size.







SYNOICUS? CHINENSIS.
Chinese Quail.

Perdiz Chinensis Lath, Ind. Orn., vol. ii. p. 652.

Coturniz excalfdoria, Temm. Pig. et Gall,, 8vo, tom. iil, pp. 516 and 743.—~Shaw, Gen. Zool, vol. xi. p. 371

= e : i = . 4 pes . o . Ay y WAL L4 =y « X1 2. B4 L.

Totran Chinenss, Linn. Syst. Nat,, vol. i. p, 277.—1b. Gmel. Edit., vol. i. p. 765.—Linn. Trans., vol. xiii. p. 324

Coturniz Philppensis, Briss. Orn., vol. L. p. 454, sp. 17. tah. 25. fir. 1.—Ib. 8vo, vol. i. p. 71 i AT

Fraise, ou Cdlle de la Chine, Buff. Hist. Nat. des Ois., tom, ii, p. 478.—Ib. Soun. Edit., tom. vii, p. 104 —Bonnat
Tab. Eney. Orn., 223. pl. 96. fig. 3. - oy

Chinese Quitl, Lath. Gen, Syn., vol. iv. p. 783 —Edw. Glean,, pl. 247.—Lath. Gén. Hist., vol. ¥iii. p. 318

Coturniv Chinensis, Less, Traité d'Orn., p. H04. .

Caille des Philippines, Buff, 'L Enl., 126. fig. 2. female.

Perdiz Mnillensis, La h. Ind. Orn., vol. i1, p. G33. female.

Totran Nanillensis, Gmel I, Linn. Syst. Nat., vol, 1. p. 764. female,

La I,.f-h'.'.- Clailid de T e de Lucon, Sonn, Voy., p. 4. pl. 24. female.

;r,.m!. aille d e, Somm. Edit. Buff. Ois., tom, vil. p. 142.— Bonnat. Tab, Ency. Orn,, p. 221 pl. 97. fig. 4.

Manilhe Quail, Lath. Gen. Syn., vol. 1v. p. 290.—1Ib. Gen. Hist., vol. viii. p. 321. female.

tthaul-chizn of the Climese,

Piket ov Pikan of the Sumatrans and Javanese.

Iy rounder form of the wing of this bird prevents me from retaining it with any degree of propriety in the
ceaus Coturnia [ have therefore placed it l}l‘U\'iHiUI]it“:.' in that of Synoicus, with the members of which
wetion its contour will be found to assimilate.

This is one of the few species of Australian birds that I have not personally seen in a state of nature,
which is the more singular as I have received skins from nearly every locality . I have ascertained, however,
that at some seasons 1t is very numerous in such low and humid districts as are clothed with dense and
lukuriant grasses and other vegetable productions, but beyond this nothing more is known of its history.

The sexes are so diflerent ' colour, that, as will be seen by the synonyms wiven above, they have been
regarded and deseribed by some of the older writers as distinet species, the male being adorned with a much
aayer attire than almost any other of the smaller (allinaeea, while the garl of the female resembles that
of the Common Quail in its tints and markings.

Latham states that in China it is often seen in flocks of a hundred together, and that as well as the Com-
mon Quail it is used to warm the hands in winter, as may be seen in various drawings and pniwr-h:mg]ngﬁ
from China.

The male has the crown of the head and npper surface hrown, irregular
the coverts broadly margined with

Iy spotted with black, some of the
feathers with a narrow stripe of bull down the centre; wings brown,
¢ head, breast and flanks fine grey 3 throat black ; within ihe black on each side

chestnut-brown ;3 sides of the he:
escent-shaped mark of white; abdomen and under tail-coverts

an oblong !mlvlt, and on its lower part a cr
- i des hazel 3 bill black ; feef flesh-brown.

e over each eye sandy bufl'; crown of the head and all the upper surface
lichter hrown, and each feather, particularly those of the back and
: abdomen buff ; breast, sides of the

deep rich chestnut-red 3

The female has a broad strip
dark brown, crossed by fine bars of
rump. with @ line of bufl’ down the centre; ihroat and centre of the :
wock, flanks and ander tall-coverts sandy buif, crossed by numerous crescentic marks of blackish brown 3
irides dark brown: bill black 3 feet flesh-brown.

The figures are of the natural size.







