Kankra : Bruguiera gymnorhiza (L.) Blume Rhizophoraceae

Bruguiera gymnorhiza, of the family Rhizophoraceae, is a mangrove plant of Asia. The name
"Kankra" comes from the Bengali word for crab, reflecting both the red calyx resembling crab claws
and the tree's crab-filled tidal habitat. In Sundarbans folklore, Kankra trees are revered as silent
guardians, their roots protecting the land against fierce tides. They are considered blessed by
Bonbibi, the forest Goddess who shields people from dangers. The tree’s ability to sprout seeds
while still attached on tree, symbolizes resilience and survival. Kankra thus embodies protection,
endurance, and life amidst adversity. The stem-bark is tanniferous, mostly used for extractions of

tannins. The wood is used for posts, beams, etc.
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