
































































































































































































































































































































152 THORN TREES IN BUSllY PARK. 

crushed into powder, some idea may, perhaps, be 
formed of the effect produced by lightning. 

While on the subject of trees, I will notice the pre­
sent state of the old thorns in Bushy Park, from 
which it probably takes its name. These trees are 
generally supposed to have been in existence at the 
time of Oliver Cromwell, (the park being then used 
as a hare park.) As they increase in age, they have 
the property of separating themselves into different 
stems, some having four or five and even six, which 
as they separate , become regularly barked round, 
forming to appearance so many distinct trees closely 
plante<;l together, except that they all meet at the' 
butt of the tree thus :-

Some of the thorns are now undergoing the process 
of separation, having akeady thrown out one stem, 
while in other parts they are deeply indented with 
seams down the whole stem. These gradually 
deepening from opposite sides towards the centre, 
will at last split the tree into a number of separate 
stems which are barked round. In other trees the 
seam i hardly visible, though none of them are 
without it. This peculiarity seem confined to the 

· .. ·· . ( 









































































































204 THE CUCKOO, 

which he is enabled to do by means of a depression 
in the .middle of his back. It seems, however, to have 
escaped the notice of those to whom we are most in­
debted for the agreeable information we already 
possess of the habits of the cuckoo, that tlie parent 
bird, in depositing her egg, ,Vil.l sometimes undertake 
the task of removing the eggs of those birds in 
whose nest ·she is pleased to her own*-. I say 
sometimes, because I am aware that it is not always 
the case ; and indeed I have only one fact to bring 
forward in support of the assertion : it is, however, 
connected with another relating to the cuckoo, not a 
little curious. The circumstance occurred at Arbury, 
in Warwickshire, the seat of Francis N ewdigate, Esq., 

and was witnessed by several persons residing in his 
house. The particulars were written down at the. 
time by a lady, who bestowed much time in watching 
the young cuckoo, and I now give them in her own 
words :-' In the early part of the summer of }828, 
' a cuckoo, having previously turned out the eggs 
'from a water-wagtail's nest, which was built in 

' a small hole in a garden-wall at Arbury, deposited 

May she not do this in consequence of not being able to find 
a nest fit for her purpose, and therefore, from some extraordi­
nary and powerful instinct, she removes eggs which would be 
batched before her owu, and the young birds from which might 
becOllle too strong and heavy to be ejected from the nest by the 
youn g cuckoo? It requfres all the exertions and activity of a 
pair of water-wagtails or hedge-sparrows to provide for a young 
cnckoo. If there were other birds in the nest, some must sta rve, 
The female cuckoo, by ejecting the Pggs, prevents thi s . 

............................ 
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206 THE CUCKOO. 

'the hedge-s1Jarrow '1;, hatched the egg. If this bad 

'been the case, there would ham been nothing ex­
' in the circumstance ; but the wagtail 
' was too often seen on her nest, both the 

'egg was hatched, and afterwards feeding the young 

'bird, to leave room for any that point; 
1:2zt,.';i? 

' and the spari·ow was seen feedmg it m the cage / h 
'afterwards by many members of the family daily.' ey 

This account (the accuracy of which no one can 
doubt, who is acquainted with the party from " ·horn 
it comes) seems to· prom the assertion which some 
persons have made, of cuckoos having introduc ed 

thel.r eggs into the hest of wren, or iitto nests 

built in holes in the wall; oi·, as D . J.enner asserts, 
in a wagtail's nest in a hole under the cave of a 
cottage. Some doubt has been thrown on the accu-
racy of this statement of Dr. Jenner's, in a new and 
very agreeable edition of Colonel Montague's Orni­
thological Dictionary : at least, a hint is given that 
it was rath er a singular place for a wagtail to build 

m. I ham, however, found them in similar situa-

tions ; and one wagtail built amongst the rough 
bricks which formed some rock-work in my garden. 
If the fact, therefore, is undoubted , that the egg of 
the cuckoo is found in the nest of a bird built in so 
small a hole in a wall that a young cuckoo could 

.. It could not have been th e hedge-sp:u-row, as they are ne>er 
known to build in a hole in a wall, 









210 THE FOX. 

comes to shore with his prey, will make such a spring 
upon him, that the affrighted animal runs off, and 
leaves his booty behind. MP. Bingley quotes this 

ane
1
cdo

8
te, 'bthu; giving much credit to it '. . 

n mi s rrectory for destroying vermm, we 
find it said that the fox' exhibit s a great degree of 
cunning in digging young rabbits out of their b11r-
rows. H e does not try to enter the hole ; for in tl1is 
case he would not only l).ave to enlarge it, but have 
al<>o to dig several feet along the ground, under the 
surf;;i.ce of tlie earth; but he follows their scent above, J 
till he comes to the end, where they lie ; and then 

....,..; ' 
soratching up the earth , descends immediately upon 
and devours them. 

Buffon considered that the fox ought to be placed 
amongst tlie higher order of quadrup eds, from the 
great care and dexterity they show in the construction 
of their habitation s. Some of them a1•e placed in 
extraordinary situations, a fox having been known to 

let himself drop from the edge of a pl'ecipice on a 

projecting piece of rock just below it, from which he 

got into his hole or den. These dens are sometimes 

provided with outlets, by which the fox may effect 
his escape. 

Buffon says that foxes so fond of honey, that P 
they will sometimes attack bee-hives, and even the 
nests of wasps, for the sake of what they can find to 
eat ; and that they frequently meet with so rough a 
reception as to be obliged to roll themselves on the 





















220 TIIR "MOLE. 

be of considerable length, and along which the mole 
passed and re-passed four times a day in search of 
food. These · sticks were placed at certain intervals 
in the run, so that if the mole touched them, the flag 
would instantly show it. He then introduced a horn 
at one extremity of. the run, and blowing it loudly, 
frightened the animal; and she then went along the 
run at such a rate, moving the flags in her passage, 
that Le Court and his friends, who were stationed at 
intervals along the run to assist in the observation, 
considered that she went as fast as a horse could 
trot at its greatest speed. 

Hunger in the mole· is thought to be a ·more 

violent feeling than fear; and its appetite is singu­
larly voracious. If it sees a bird near; it quits its 
hole-approaches as if to attack it ; and if the bird 
pecks it, the mole retires towards its hole,· and 
tempts the bird to follow. She then watches her 
opportunity-darts upon it-s eizes it by the belly, 
which she tears open, assisting herself for this pur­
pose with her flaps, and, thru sting her head into it, 

devours it. She drinks as greedily as she eats. 
The mole does not, like the mouse, lay up a store of 
food, as she preys on worms and various kinds of 
insects : she will also eat "roas but will not touch a b -' • 

toad, if ever so hungry. A mole was tried with eggs 
and oysters, but refused to eat either. They will, 
however, eat fruit, and, Buffon says, acorns. If 
two moles are shut up together without foo<l, the 

,. 



THE MOLE. 221 

strongest will devour the weakest, even to the bones : 
nothing but the skin is left, which they ne\'er eat, 
and which, when one has killed the other, is always 
seen to be ripped up along the belly. It was found 
that ten or twelve hours was the longest time they 
could live without food. This fact seems to prove 
that the mole is not torpid in frosty weather, which 
Linnreus asserted she was. It is known that, in 
such seasons, worms, ants, and the larvre of cock­
chaffers and beetles penetrate deep into tihe ground. 
It is probaible, therefore, that the runs of the mole 

made in search of food are regulated, as to their 
depth, by the habits 0f the grubs 011 which she feeds. 
One would suppose, from the texture of its fur, which 
is particularly short and thick, that the mole is not 
very susceptible of cold. Indeed, its whole forma­
tion is admirably adapted to its mode of" life. 

It has been said that the mole, when the ground 

which it frequents is flooded, will climb up trees . 
This, however, seems· to be unnecessary, as I have 
seen it swim with perfect ease, which indeed Le Court 
had also obsen 7ed. 
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THE BUMMING-mno llfOTH. 227 

about three inches and a half in length, and was 
covered with a beautiful silky hair on the sides, 

. which put forth a variety of colours in the sun, like 
spun glass. The belly appeared like that of the 
wood-louse ; and, like that insect, it. had the power 
of rolling itself up on being disturb ed. On each side 
of the belly there were menty or thirty little fleshy ex­
crescence, each of which had firn 01· six black hairs 
fo it about a quarter of an inch lon(J', with which 
the creature moved itself along. I t is, I believe, an 
aphrodita, but its relations arn very obscure. It is 
call d by French naturali sts la taupe de mer. It 
is perhaps going too fa r to call this animal one of 
nature' s links, though lt ceitainly appears like one. 

The humming-bfrd mot11 ( splti11x sfellatarum) 
might almost be thought also to be a link between 

the bird an cl an insect. I t hornrs over flowers in 
a most rapid and elegant manner as the humming­

binl is de cribed as doing-unfolds its long tonguP, 
and extracts the honey from flower , making a hum­
min O' hoi c tho whole time. Its motions are so 0 

rapid, especially on a sunny day, that it is extremely 

difficult to follow them. There is also a wildness. 
in its habits which partalies vory much of those of 
a bil'd. 

Q 2 
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ON NATURAL HISTORY. 243 

cap, worked from dry, decayed wood. In this cap 
she makes at first only three or four cells," which are 
subsequently increased in size and number, till all her 
eggs have been deposited. I put a female hornet 
under a wine-glass on my table, from which she 
nearly escaped by getting her feet under the edge of 
the glass, and then raising it up. Their strength is 
very great, and they will fly away with a piece of 
pear bigger than themselves. 

Some-cluc1rn, the peculiar species of which I have 
not yet been able to ascertain, were sent from Lin­
colnshire to a friend of mine, who turned them into 
the water in St. James's Parle They were at first 
very shy, and hid themselves amongst tlie shrubs on 
the islands. On being driven away, tl1ey dived, ancl 
could continue seven minutes under the water : one 
of them remained so long that he was drowned. 
Fear must have predominated in this bird over 
.everything else, till the last moment of its existence. 

Some persons suIJI;ose that the sight of the sal­

mon is as acute as that of the eagle. 

Squirrels not only feed on the cones of fir-trees, 

but gnaw the tops of the leading shoots. 
R 2 
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NOTES ON THE WEATHER. 247 

light, that hay was sold this month as high as nine 

guineas a load. 

July 25th.-The thermometer this day stood in 
the shade, during the greater part of the day, at 92°, 

_and in the sun at 116Q. 

July 12th.-Wheat was brought into the Reacling 

market. 

July 26th.-Flowers of every description have 
entirely disappeared. The ground continues parched 
_to a degree seldom known in this country. Cows 
are generally fed upon hay. · Insects are not very 
plentiful, and I have only seen one wasp this year. 
Some rain fell for a short time this evening. As 
soon as this happened, I observed vast quantities of 
swallows flying over the river Thames, and continu­
ing to do so till the rain ceased, when not one was 

to be seen. 

July 27th.-The leaves of the lime-trees and 

are falling, and trees generally have 

a very autumnal appearance. 

July 29th.-Bees almost entirely confine them­

selves to their hives during the finest days of the 
latter part of this month, owing to the want of 

flowers. 

























llL Ui\!ENBACH. 25!:> 

There is a great tenacity of life in amphibia. 

Frogs are know11 to leap about after the heart has 
been torn out; and tortoises _to live for months after 
the brain has been removed. The tails of newts, 
bllml-worms, &c., have the power of motion after 
they have been se1mratecl from the bodies. 

Many amphibia, particularly among serpents, <lo 
not deposit the egg until such time as the young 
animal contained in it is perfect. TI1e Pipa 

hatch es its eggs on its back. The male places the 

spawn, which the female lays in the usual manner, 

on her back. The ova grow1 as it were, in the sub­
stance of the skin of the mother, until at the encl of 
nearly three months, tJ1e tadpoles, which at first have 
tails, have arrived at their full period; aticl the tail 
having been replaced by four feet, they quit the 
mother's back. 

Toad (Rana bu/o).-There is no truth in the 
assertion that its urine is poisonous. On the other 
hand, it is indisputable that living toads have been 
found in sawing through blocks of stone, trees, &c. 

Tree Frog (RdnO mborea).-The clammy slime. 
with which it is covered, like serpents, serves to· sup­

port it among the leaves of the trees, in which it 

faes. In croaking, they expand the throat like a 

large bladder. 

Gccl.-o-Lacerlet.-""It has a poisonot1sfluicl betn·een 
s 2 
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CONDITION OF TIIE pgASANTRY. 26!J 

'Let lnbonr have its due ?-my oot shall be 
' Fi·om chilling want and gui lty murmurs free. 
' Let labour have its due !-then peace is mine, 
'And never, never, shall my heart repine.' 

And give them also that moral and religious instruc-. 
tion and example which they have a right to expect 
from those whom Providence has placed in a situ­
ation superior to themselves-ancl I will venture to 
assert that a more orderly, grateful, and better-con· 
clitioned peasantry would not be found on the surface· 

of the globe. 

This is the first, and will probably be the last 

time that I shall appear before the public as an 
author. I am of course aware that the subject of 
this chapter has nothing to do with Natural History; 
but I was umvilling .to lose this opportunity of stating 
my convict.ion of what is likely to take place, should 
the poor be abandoned to their own resources, while 
the rich and powerful are either forgetful of their 
·wants and miseries, or are absenting themselves from 
the homes of their forefathers, and seeking for plea­
sures in the metropolis or watering-places. If they 
do neither of these, they are imbibing foreign habits 

and manners in foreign lands, and disqualifying 
themselves for undertaking the duties and enjoy­
ments of an English country life. 

Do not however let me be misunder stood. In 
speaking of the neglect experienced by the poor in 
many places, I am aware that amongst the rich 
antl powerful of the land there arc to be found 

• 
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ANTIQUITIES. 

' Scilicot et tcmpns veniet oum llnilms illis 

'Ar: ricoln-
' Kxcsa inv enict scaht·a rul,i ginc piln, 
' Grurnlim1uc effossis mir al.Jitur ossa scpttlcris.' 

I 

271 

ONE of the workmen employed in getting out the 
earth from the coffer-dams that were sunk for the 
l)urposc of laying the foundation for the new bridge 
over the river Tham es, at King ton, brought me 
three Roman swords which were found deposited at 
some dopth in the ground on tho Middlesex side of 
the 1·iver; since when I Iiave fi.uthcr obtained two 
spear-head'>, one of exquisite workmanship and 
shap ·, and both quite perfect ;-a Roman sword, 
beautifully fluted near the edge , and nearly as fresh 
a.s when it came out of the hands of the maker;­
and what appears to have been the iron top of a Ro4 
man banner, 011 which the eagle perhaps was placed; 
These weapons, &c., and some other relics, which 

arc not in my possession, were found near the same 
spot, and ate pronounced, by competent judg es, to be: 
more i1erfect s1Jecimens than any that arc to be seen 
in th Roman, r -eapolitan, or Florentine collections. 
A Rom'an thumb-ring- at lea t what was supposed 
to be one (for it might fit the digitus annularis of a 

stout old Roman )- wa found at the same time 1 







274 C1ESAR
1
S l'ORD AT KINGSTON. 

half a mile from the ford, a British barrow is in 
existence, but which I have been unable to pro­
cure leave to_ open; and the remains of an old 
encampment may be traced near it. It appears 
probable that the bodies of tl1ose British, who were 
killed in defending the ford, were deposited in this 
barrow, and iliat ilie Romans occupied ilie encamp­
ment soon after ilie fight. 

Horsley, in his Britannia Romana (and he was 
shrewd and indefatigable in his researches), gives 
the preference to Kingston Ford, as the place of 
Cresar's passage. Cresar himself describes ilie 
situation as being about eighty miles from the sea, 
which Kingston is ; and it is the first ford from ilie 
sea which is not influenced by ilie tide. My argu­
ment is also strengiliened by the fact, that, -before 
and dm•ing a great part of the Saxon era, this place 
was called < Moreford,' or the Great Forcl. No 
mention is made of any qther battle having been 
fought between ilie Romans and British in the de­

fence of the passage of a river; and the weapons 
and other articles, which have been found in the bed 
of the river at Kingston, are Roman. I have at least 
the authority of William Hamilton, Esq. for saying 
so,-a gentleman, whose fondness for tlie fine arts, 
and profound knowledge of everything iliat is rare and 
beautiful in the works of the ancients, ham enabled 
him to 'enrich his country with so many splendid 
specimens of antic1uity. 

' 





276 ClESAR's FORD AT KINGSTON. 

LETTER I. 

'DE AR Sm, 
' I have a few remark s to make on the letter 

' you sent me, respecting · Cresar's passage of the 
' Thames, in re(erence to your Roman weapons. 

' The boundary of Cassivelaunu s' kingdom is thus 
' described:-" Cujus fines maritimis civitatibus 
'fl.umen clividit quod appellatur Thame sis, a mari 

'circiter millia passuum Lxxx.," and then," Cresar 

' cognito comilis eorum ad flumen Thamesin in 
'fines Cassivelaimi exercitum cluxit, quocl flumen 
' uno omni.no loco pedibu s, atqu e hoc rogre tran sire 
• potest." 

'C resar led his arm y, therefore, to the place where 
'th e Tham es was the boundary of Cassivelaunu s' 
' kingdom ( " ad Tham esin in fines Casio exere, 
'&c."). Of this kingdom of Cassivelaunus I am 
' not sufficiently informed; but it appears generally 
.' to have been westward of the Trinobant es, and 
' eastward of the Dobani, and must have come down 
' southwanl to the Thames, opposite the -i\•estern 
' shore of Surr ey. If this be something of the gene­
' rally-established position of the kingdom, it is just 
'to conclude that to this point Crosar led his army, 

' T he battle and defeat of Cassirelaunus at his 

































MAXIMS AND HINTS FOR AN ANGLER 

BY A BUNGLER. 

[Not inserted here as sure guides, but loosely thrown out, in 
order to provoke contradiction, and elicit truth from tho 

expert.] . 

I. 

Am> there any fish in the river to which you are 

going? 
JI, 

Having settled thl above question in the affirm­
ative, get some person who knows the water to show 
you whereabouts the fish usually lie; and when he 
shows them to you, do not show yourself to them. 

nr. 

Comparatively coarse fishing will succeed better 
when you are not seen by the fish, than the finest 

when they see you. 

IV. 

Do not imagine that, because a fish does not in­

stantly dart off on first seeing you, he is the less 







298 Jl!AXIMS AND HINTS 

enough, unless well handled. A good fisherman 
will easily kill a trout of three pounds wiq1 a rod 
and line which are not strong enough to lift a <lead 
weight of one pound from the floor, and place it on J 
the table. 

XIII. 

Remember that, in whipping with the artificial­
fly, it must have time, when you have drawn it out 
of the water, to make the whole circuit, and to be at 
one time straight behind you, before it can be driven 
out straight before you. If you give it the forward 
impulse too soon, you will hear a crack. Take th_\s 
as a hint that your fly is gone to g1;ass. 

XIV • . 

Never throw with a long line when a short one 
will answer your purpose. The most difficult fish 
to hook is one which is rising at three-fourths of the 
utmost distance to which you can throw. Even 
when you are at the extent of your distance, you have 
a. better chance ; because, in this case, when you do 
reach him, your line will be straight, and, when you 
do not, the _intermediate failures will not alarm him. 

xv. 
It appears to me that, in whipping with an artifi­

cial fly, there are only two cases in which a fish taking 
the fly will infallibly hook himself without your assist­

ance, viz. : 
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l. When your fly first touches the water at the 
end of a straight line. 

2. When you are drawing out your fly for a new 
throw. 

In all other cases it is necessary that, in order to 
hook him when he has talten the fly, you should do 
something with your wrist which it is not easy to 
describe. 

- XVI, 

If your line should fall loose and wavy into the 
water, it will either frighten away the fish, or he will 
take the fly into his mouth without fastening himself; 
and when he finds that it does not answer his pur­
pose, he will spit it out again before it has answered 
yours. 

XVII. 

Although the question of fishing up or down the 
stream is usually settled by the direction of the wind, 
you may sometimes have the option; and it is, 
therefore, as' well to say a word or two on both sides. 

1. If, when you are fishing down-stream, you 
take a step or two with each successive throw, your 
fly is always travelling over new which can­
not have been disturbed by" the passing of your line. 

2. When you are fishing up-stream, you may 
lose the advantage of raising so many fish; but, on 
the other hand, you will have a better chance of 
hooking those which rise at your fly, because the , 
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with all your attractions, to overcome the strong 
attachment of the fish to your worthless rivµ.l the 

,:Veed. 

XXJ, 

If the weed ·will not give way in the awkward 
juncture above alluded to, you must proceed to ex­
tremities. 'Then comes the tug of war;' and your 
line is quite as likely to break between you and the 
fish, as between the fish and the weed. 

xxu. 

When, during the season of the May-fly, your 
friends; the gentlemen from London, say that they 
' have scarcely seen a fish rise all clay,' do not too 
hastily conclude that the fish have not been feeding 
on the fly. 

XXIII. 

The only 'rising' which is seen by the unlearned 
is the splash which is made by a fish when he darts 
from a considerable depth in the water to catch an 
occasional fly on the surface. There is, however, 
another sort of 'ri sing;' which is better worth the 

, skilful angler's attention, viz.-

XXIV. 

When a fish is seriously feeding on the fly, he sta· 
tions himself at no greater depth than his own length; 
illld making his tail the hinge of his motions, he 
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FOR AN ANOLim. · 

marked any good fish, it is fair to presume that other 
persons have mM:kecl them also. Supp@se the case 
of two well-known fish, one of them (which I will call · 
A) .lying above a certain bridge, the other (which 
I will call B) lying below the bridge. · Suppose 
fur41er that you have j:!-lst caught B, and that some 
ouriol!S ::1:nd cunning friend shm}ld say to you in a 
careless way, 'Where did you take that fine fish?' 
a finished fisherman would advise yort to tell your 

iHqu1ving frie11d that you had taken your fish just 

above the bridg e, describing, as the scene of action; 

the spot which, ii! tr\.tta, yo1.J know to be still occupied 
by the :fish A. Your friend \rnuld then fish no 
more fo1: .Ar,,!frpposing that to be the fish which you 
have caught'; and whilst he ,innocently resumes his 
operations below the bridg e, where he falsely ima­
gines B still to be, A is left quietly for you, if you can 
catch him • . 

XXVIII. 

When you see a larg e.fish rising so greedily in the 
middle of a sharp stream, that. you feel almost sure 

of his instantly ta.king your May-fly; I would advise 

you to make an accuFate survey of all obstructions 
in the immediate neighbourhood of your feet- of 
;;rny ditch which may be close behind you-or of any 
narrow plank, amidst high rushes, which you may 
shortly ha.,·e to walk over in a ·hurry. If you should 

hook the fish, a know of these interesting locali­

will be very useful to you. 

* X2 
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FOR AN ANGLER. 305 

a fish, let him do it in his own way; if he is not, 

try to find a better man, or go home. Although so 
much depends upon his skill, you will rarely derive 
much comfort from asking him for his opinion. If 
you have had -bad spo1:t, and say to him, '·which 

way shall we go now?' he will most probably say, 

' W here you please, sir.' If you ask him what he 
thinks of the weather, he is very likely tq say that 
last week (when yoii were in London) it was 'famous 
'weather for fishing;' or he will perhaps say, that he 

expects that next week (when yoii are to be at home 

again ) it will be very good. I never knew one of 

thes.e men who was satisfied with the present hour . 

• xxx.nr. 

Do not leave off fishing early m the -evening 
because your friends are tired. After -a bright clay, 

the largest fish are to be caught by whipping between 
sunset and dark. E ven, however, in these precious 
moments, you will not have good S}'"brt if you con­
tinue throwing after you have whipped your fly off. 

P ay attention to this ; and if you have any doubt 

after dusk, you may easily ascertain the point, by 

drawing the encl of the line quickly through your 
hand,-particularly if you do not wear gloves. 

XXXIY. 

N o attempt is here made to girn directions as to 

the best seasons for cutting the woods which 
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