Kadam: Neolamarckia cadamba (Roxb.) Bosser; Family- Rubiaceae

Kadam or Kadamba, is now botanically known as Neolamarckia cadamba (Roxb.) Bosser,
however previously well-known with the names Anthocephalus cadamba (Roxb.)
Miq. or as Anthocephalus chinensis of the family Rubiaceae. Kadamba tree is indigenous to
India and is regarded as very sacred especially in Tamil Nadu that Lord Karthikeya resides in
this tree and he rested here during the period of his exile. Of course, Kadamba tree is associated
with various gods and goddess, particularly Shiva, Karthikeya, and Parvathi. In Sanskrit and
Tamil Literature, it is more referred. It is more mentioned in the childhood stories of Lord
Krishna. In the Vishnu Purana it is stated that Kadamba tree grows in the Gomantha Mountain,
considered as one of the sacred mountains of Hindu mythology. Lohitayane, the nurse and
Skanda is worshipped under a kadamba tree. The flowers of Kadamba tree symbolize Lord
Karthikeya, and his followers associated the worship of the Kadamba tree with the worship of
the Lord Karthikeya. According to the Sthala Purana of the Meenakshi Sundareeswarar Temple
in Madurai was surrounded by dense Kadamba Forest. Indira worshipped the Swayambhu
Linga under this tree to get rid of a Bramahatti dhosha. According to Purana, Goddess
Parvati was there in the Kadamba Forest was adored as “Kadamba Vana Vasini”. Kadamba tree
appears in the ancient Buddhist Sculpture, Vasupujya, a Jaina Tirthankara, attained his Divine
Knowledge under kadamba tree. Kadamba mentioned in the Bhagavata Purana. Although it is
associated with Parvati in South India but in North India it is associated with Krisha, Radha and
Krishna are supposed to have played in the hospitable and sweet-scented shade of Kadamba
tree. An episode from the life of Krishna narrates as when Krishna stole the garments of gopis
when they were bathing in a pond near Vrindavan. Varuna, the Sea-God, had forbidden nude
bathing in rivers, ponds and other public places, but gopis often resorted to it. One day to teach
them a lesson, Krishna reached the bank of the pond where they were taking bath and took
away their garments and spread them on the branches of the nearby Kadamba tree. He himself
climbed on the tree and hid there behind a branch. After bath gopis looked for their garments but
found them missing. Suddenly their attention was drawn to the nearby Kadamba tree by the
stirring of its branches and they looked up and saw Krishna was hiding there and their garments
were scattered all over the branches of the tree. Krishna insisted them that they come out naked
to receive their garments. This episode is portrayed in song, story, painting and artifacts in the
backdrop of Kadamba tree. The name Kadambari means win A puranic legand associated the

distilation of liquor with the Kadamba tree.



Seshanag as Balarama was wondering in the forest along with his companion in the guise of a
mortal Lord Varuna, wanted to provide him with some recreation and ordered his wife Varuni,
the Goddess of Wine, to go and regale the powerful Seshnag and make him happy. Obeying her
husband's order, Varuni went as wine and hid himself in the hollow of the kadamba tree.
Balarama, who was roaming in the forest on smelling the liquor which was dripping from the
Kadamba tree was delighted and drank it with his herdsmen and Gopis. From that day the
kadamba free was associated with the extraction of liquor. However, while brine Cannot be made
from the Kadamba tree, its flowers yield a spirit on distillation. Kadamba is useful in various
ways, medicinally for treating fever, anaemia, pumples, sores, painful inflammatory tumours. It
is also used for the treatment of cholera, dysentry, as an antidiurant. Wood is used for boards,

plywood, packing cases and boxes, etc.
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