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o NOTICE.

Ox presenting to the English reader, through the
d medium of a popular periodical, the first European
edition of a work of which America has just cause
to be proud, the publishers have a few words of
explanation to offer regarding the improvements
they have adopted. :

It will be seen, from the Memair of Wilson in
the present volume, that his portion of the American
Ornithology consists ol nine volumes quarto, the
descriptive part of the concluding volume having
been drawn up by Mr George Ord, of Philadelphia.
In 1825, Mr Ord was again employed to prepare
new editions of the seventh,” eighth, and ninth
volumes, and made considerable additions : in 1828,
three supplementary volumes, by Charles Lucian

“s Bonaparte,* appeared.

The present edition will comprise not merely

the whole.of Wilson's work, including the improve-

* Prince w ;ﬁuuinnnm, son of Lacien Donaparte, the brother of
Nu;n-h-uu.



viii NOTICE.

ments of Mr Ord, but also the continuation of
Bonaparte, and will still farther be enhanced in _
value by the revisal of the whole, and.its arrange- _,J
ment, in a scientific manner, by Professor Jamtson.
This arrangement will not only render the work of'=
more easy reference than the original u;litiull,;;-_
which, from its irregular mode of publication, w;i:ih ,_..::
never arranged, —but will also, it is hoped; Esufe |
its being used as an ornithological text book in |
our universities, and also in our schools, Hitherto,

no companion or guide has been published to the
beautiful collection of American birds in the Sl
museum of the University of Edinburgh: the™ .
present work will be found to answer the purpose,
both on account of its scientific form, and the
constant reference, by the editor, to the birds of
the New World, preserved in that splendid cabinet
of natural history.

It remains only to be added, that the notices of
the Turkey Vulture, p. 3, the Black Vulture, p. 10,
the Great-Footed Hawk, p. 51, and the Raven,
p. 231, having been transferred from the ninth
volume of Wilson, are consequently written by Mr
Ord. Other articles of his are pointed out where
they occur in the course of the work.

S P

Eptxncnom, April, 1831,
e -
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MEMOIR

or

ALEXANDER WILSON.

Arpxaxoer Witsox, author of American Omithology,
 was born in Paisley, on the Gth July, 1766,  His father
was o miain of sober and industrious habits, of strict honestyy
and superior intelligenee ; highly respected by ull whe knew
Lim, throughout a very long life. It appears to have been
the father's intention to give his son a liberal vducation,
with the hope, so dear to the heart of the Seottish peasant,
of secing Lim at some future period honoured in being
appointed to preach the gospel of peace.  To this Wilson
himself alludes, in a poem, entitled the * Solitary Tutor,"
written in America, and evidently descriptive of himself; —
His parents saw, with partial, fond delight,
Unfolding genins erown their fustering cane,
And talk'd with tears of that enrapturing sight,
When, clad in sable gown, with solema air,
Thae walls of Gel's own house should echo back his prayer,

Whether his early years displayed such evident marks
of genius as to justify nnticipations of future cminence,
ennnot now be eertainly known : nor is it necessary that
it should, to account for Tis father's intentions. While
the heart oievery parent inclines him te judge fuvourably
of his own child, the devout Scottish peasant can form
no higher Frospect, and conceive no greater recompense

- b
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for all bi i i o £on of bis affee-

Unfortunately ther dicd when e
was about ten vears old, leaving his fther cmbarmssed
with the charge of a young family, to minister to the wants
of which, the heart and the habits, the tenderness and the
enduring patience of woman alone are adequate.  In the

bigher and wealthier ranks, female aid may be procured ja==® -

but, in humble life, nothing can be more deplorably deso-
Yate than the condition of a yonng motherless fumily,  Io
is, therefore, almost a matter of absolute necessity for the
poor man to seck the nid of u second wife ; though the
result of doing so is wsually the burden of an additional
family, Wilson's father soon married ngain; end all bis
son’s prospeets of a liberal edueation were speadily overcast.
What progress he hud made cannot now be discovered ;
though, from the statements of his eurly friends, and
the incorrectness of his first produwctions, it may be
infierred, that his attaimmnents were only limited. The
bins, however, had been given ; a taste for literature had
been communieated, by which the whole of his after life
was more or less chamcterized.  OF this he was himself
aware, os appears by his letters to his father, written from
Ameriea, after hie perseverance bmd won for him that
rich reward, for which alone he toiled, — honest, inde-
Jpendent fame.  In a letter, dated 25th Feb. 1811, the
following passage occurs: —* The publication of the
Ornithology, though it has swallowed up all the litde I
bave saved, has procured me the honour of many friends,
eminent in this country, and the esteem of the public at
large, for which I have to thank the goodness of a kind
father, whese attention to my education in early life, ns
well ¢ the books then put into my hands, first gave my
mind a bias towards relishing the paths of literature, and
the charms and mngniﬁc;;nrc of nature.. g.:[]lgsc, it is
true, particularly the latter, bave made me a wandgrer in
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ANDER WILSON., xv
life s but they have enabled me to support an honest
and respectabile situntion in the wncﬂfi',-a'.ml have been the
spurces of almost all my enjoyvments."

The Amefican biographer states, that the unkind usige
of Wilson's stepmother drove liim to forsake his paternal
roof, ond to seck an asylum in that of his brother-in-luw,
William Dunean.  This is altogether incorrect.  Those

“who bad the means of knowing the truth, agree that she
always treated bim with kindoess and attention ; and
Wilson himsell uniformly spoke of her with respect and
gratitude., That he did reside in the house of William
Dhunean is troe ; but it was during the term of his appren-
ticeship, when, if not a matter of absolute necessity, it
was at lenst one of mutual convenience.  The wandering
habits of his coarlier years have also been attributed to

“the harsh treatment experienced at home 3 but while thesa
may be sufficiently accounted for otherwise, — us will
appear in the course of our narrative, —it is due to the
memory of a deserving woman to rescue her from so
groundless an jmputation.

In his thirteenth year, on the 31st July, 1779, Wilson
wus bound apprentice, as a weaver, to. Willinm Dunean,
who had macried bis eldest sister.  The duration of his
apprenticeship wus three years, not five, s has been
erroneously stuted.  The original indenture bears date os
above, and bas at the end the following lines in his own
bandwriting : —

Ba't keot to a® the warld in rhime,
That wi® right wickle wark an® toil,
For three lang years 1've ser't my time,
Whiles feasted wi th hizel il
Apst. 1752,
These lingg shew that he had completed his apprentice-
ship in 1782, after serving three yeurs | and they likewise
shew, that: Shad, even then, inhis sixteenth venr, notwith=
standfie the very unpoetical mature of his profession,
-

& o




avi MEMOIR OF

already tried bis skill in the compesition of verses ; amd
that, however closely his mechanieal occupation employed
him, he had o strong inclination to more imaginative
Feelings and pursuits, not at all likely to redoneile him to
his humble aveeation. Yet he continued working as a
Journeyman-weaver for about four years ; during which
tme he resided partly in Paisley, partly with his father,
who had gone to the village ol Lochwinnoch, and finally
with his brother-in-law, Dluncan, then removed to Queens-
ferrv.  During these four years, however, being compara-
tively left to his own direction, his poetical tulents were
more freely indulged ; his dislike to the loom inerensed,
and his mind became more fully possessed with that spirit
of restlessnesz, which, not finding suflicient scope in
Britain, in the end impelled him to explore the boundless
forests of the New World.

Nearly two years of that period were spent at Lioch-
winnoch, and many of his earlier poems were then com-
posed, particularly those of a descriptive character.  DBut
the rambles which gave rise to these efforts of his muse,
while they increased his relish for the beauties of natural
scenery, rendered his sedemtary employment more and

“more irksome, and prepared bim to sbandon it, upon the
first prospect of more congenial pursuits. In a poem,
written” about this time, entitled, “ Groans from the
JLoom," after painting, in a gtrain of ludicrous complaint,
balf in jest, bulf in curnest, the miscries of his condition,
the following exclamation occurs, wrung from him pro-
bably by an instinctive aversion to confinement, and
almost prophbetic of his future wanderings : —

Good gods ! shall a mortal with fegs,
o o low uncowplaining be brought!

These sentiments, Logether with the expanded views, eulti-
vuted taste, and refined ideas, resulting fretiwtly perusal
of what books he could procure, all tended to the-snme
conclusion, —a growing disgust with the trude of a weaver,

-

-
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ALEXANDER WILSOX. xvii

wnil @ desire to exchange it for any other which promised
greater freedom from personal restraint, and more inter-
course with the charms of noture.  He thus speaks of his
feelings and il abits about this time ; — =

Here aft beneath the shade 1 lonely stray,

Wlhen morning opes, or evening shuts the day ;

Or when more black than night stern fate appears,

With all her train of pale, despairing fears,

The winding walk, the sulitary wood,

The uncouth groten, melancholy, rade ;

My refuge there, the attending muse to call,

O in Pope’s lofty page to lose them all.
Sueh feelings and habits must give the mind an inerease
of both refinement and clevation ; but it may be ques-
tioned, if they are equally adapted to promote bappiness,
because the culture necessary to qualily for enjoyiments
of a high and refined order, must always be atténded with
pain and privation, as it unfits for all the more ordinary
gratifications, before those of a congenial nature can be
attained,  With the young rustic poet, this is peculinrly
the case: he is like a butterfly, which some untimely
smiles of spring have induced to cast aside the protection

of its chrysalis envelopment, and left exposed o every

chilling storm ; elad more elegantly, indeed, but much
less securely defended.

Dhiring this transition-state of the rustic poet, it is nor
surprising that bhe should frequently*sink into fits of decep
me]:un_:]m]y. perehonee of darkest despondency 3 or that
the sick heart should sometimes try to eseape from the
pangs of its own morbid sensibility, by plunging into
mirth, revelry, and dissipation. Into this too common
error Wilson never fell. Though his letters to his
friends, weitten about this period, are filled with the most
desponding language, there is abundant evidence that
he was w8, ‘even in the slighsest degree, given to dissipa-
tiond?, The utmost that could be charged against him

St e
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xvill MEMOIR OF

was, o growing dislike to the confinement of his ocenpa-
tion; or, in the harsh language of some, an inereasing
tendeney to idleness. Tt was about this time that his first
pulillic attempts s a poct, were made ; se veral of his short
pieces oecasionally appearing in the €lsgow Addvertiser,
These speedily attrmcted the notice of his townsmen, anl
became * the nightly suhjects of disvussion, in the elubs

and bookshops of Paisley.”  This, prolubly, contributed i

not a little towards encournging him to the next step
which he ook, and which forms an era in his hii,

His brother-indaw, William Dunean, had gone to
reside at Queensferry, whither Wilson followed him, amd
econtinued for some time to work at his trade with Lis
former master.  With o view to better his circumstances,
Dunean resolved to make an excurzion throughout the
ecaztern dizstricts of Scotland as a pedlar ; and in this he
was accompanied by Wilson, now in his twentieth year.

The loom was now completely abandoned ; and, for a
period of nearly three vears, he seems to have led the
life of a wandering pedlar.  But the fecling of release
from the toilzome loom, at first so delightful to one
Jgopturovsly fond of the beautiez of nature, soon began
to subside, permitting him to estimare more truly the
difficulties, fatigues, and, above all, the degradation of his
new employment.  He had now, however, a great deal
more leisure for reading, writing, and indulging in a species
of dreamy meditation, not less pleasant, and oceasionally
searcely less beneficial, than either. Tt besides furnished
bim with opportunitics of studying men and manners, to
an extent scarcely otherwise attainable : and, if it was
often attended by disagreeable circumstances, it had its
advaniazes, — it enabled him to visit all the classic ground
of Seottish song nnrl story, and to trace the geenes hal-
lowed by the birth or rwltluum af glnnmllﬁ -:']luf' or still
more. |.T:=rm1rﬁ pm:t.

=
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ALEXANDER WILSOX. e

what warmth of enthusiasim he informed me that, in ene of
Tii= jullrm-!:-, he went considerably out of lis way to visit
the village of Athelstaneford, at one time the vesidence of
Bluir, nathor of The Grove, and afterwards of Home,
author of Dowglas.”  This proves his veneration for the
sons of song and their consecrated haunts,  And his adimi-
ration of natural seenery cannot be better shewn than by
quoting the strongly contemptuous expressions he applicd
to those who are not susceptible of the pleasures arising
from contemplating the beautics of nature :t—** Pleasures,™
says he, * which the grovelling sons of interest, and the
grubs of this world, know as little of, and are as incapable
of enjoying, as those miserable spirits, who are doomed to
perpetnal darkuness, ean the glorious regions and eternal
delights of parndise !

Diuring these years of comparative idlencss, lis poetical
talent, us might have been expeeted, was not permitted to
remain unenltivated,  Alany of his pullished poemns, by
their dutes and incidents, furnish evidence that they were
the composition of that period: and ae length, in 1789,
he began to prepare materinls for a volome of poems.

After sulunitting his manuscript to the private eriticism_
of some [riends, (to whose suggestions, however, like |

most young pocts, e was far from being inelined to yicld
implicit delerence,—whose approbation, in short, not
their opinfon, it was that he wanted,) he contracted with

Mr Jobhn Neilson, printer in Paisley, for the expenses’

of the press; and set out afvegh with his pack and o
prospectus, in order to procure subscribers,  On the 17th
September, 1789, he proceeded from Edinburgh, along the
enst coast of Scotloml, to sell his musling and olicit 2ub-
seriptions, making the one the means and the other lhe enil,
His hopef and purposes cannot be I:u.ltq.r shewn than by
tmll-irniuwr a portion from a journal which le kept durmg
thiz exci=ion ; and which eommences as follows, in o
minfded strain between jest and earnest: —

¢
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# As youth is the most favonrable time to establish
a man's good fortune in the world, and as his sueeess in
lifee depends, in a great measure, on his prodeat endeavours,
and unwearied persevernnee, I have resolved to mmke one
bold push for the united interests of pack and poems.
Nor can any one justly blame me for it, since experience
has now convineed me, that the merit T am possessed of
(which is certainly considerable) might lie for ever buried
in ohscurity, without such an attempt. T have, therefore,
fitted up a proper budget, consisting of silks, muslins,
prints, &e. for the accommaodation of those good people
who may prove my enstomers, —a suflicient quantity of
proposals for my poetical friends ; and, to prevent those

tedious hammgues, which otherwise 1 would be obliged to

deliver at every threshold, I have, nccording to the custom
of the most polite pedlars, committed the contents of my
pack to a handbill, though in a style somewhat remote
from any I have yet seen: —

ADVERTISEMENT EXTRAORDINARY.

Fair ladies, T pray, for one moment to stay,
Until with submission I tell you,

What muslins so curiouns, for pse o varions,
A poct has bere brought to s¢ll you.

Here®s handkerchicfs charming ; book-muslins like crmine,

» Brocaded, striped, cordeld, snd check™ ;

Sweet Venus, they say, on Cupid’s birth-day,
In British-made musling was deck'd.

If these can’t content ve, hiere"s muslins in plenty,
From one shilling up to a dozen,
That Juno might wear, and more beanteous appear,
+ When she means the old Thunderer 1o cozen,

Here are fine jacwnets, of numberless sets,
With spotted and sprigred festoons : "

Anil lovely tambours, witn elegant flowers, L, |
For bonnets, clozks, aprons, or gowns, -

|
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ALEXANDER WILSON.

Now, ye Fair, if ye choose any piece to peruse,
With }r]oahun: ' inwlnnlly shew it

If the Pedlar should fail to be favour'd with sale,
Then 1 Fope you Tl encourage the Poet.”

Did our linits permit, we would willingly transcribie
other passages from the above-mentioned journal, beenuse
it is not less faithful as a picture of his mind and
feelings, than as a deseription of his wanderings,  There
breathes through it an indignant spirit of independence—
a detestation of every thing mean and selfish, —and &
proud seorn of what he considered the overweening inso.
lenee of the wealthy and the vain.  In his main object,
bowever, which was evidently to procure subseribers for
bis poems, Wilson was almost totally disappeinted,
though he did not fail to study deeply the living page of
man.  We cannot resist the inclinstion to quote the
conclusion of his jowrnal, in which be thus sums up his
toils and his gains: —

I have this day, I believe, measured the height of an
hundred stairs, and explored the recesses of twice that
numhber of miserable habitations ; and what have I gained
by it? —only two shillings of worldly pelf! but an
invaluable treasure of observation,  In this elegant dome,
wrapt up in glittering silks, and stretched on the downy
sofa, recling the fair davghters of wealth and indolenee :,
the ample mirror, flowery floor, and magnificent eouch,
their surrounding attendants ; while, suspended in his
wiry babitation above, the shrill-piped canary warbles to
enchanting echoes.  Within the confines of that sickly
hovel, hung round with squadrons of his brother artists,
the pale-fuced weaver plivs the resounding lay, or ].I.III:'IIH
the melancholy murmuring shuttle.  Lifting this simple
Inteh, and stpoping for cntrance to the yiiscrable Ilut.
there sits”poverty and ever-nsoaning disvase, clothed in
~ dungli!l rags, and ever shivering over the fireless chimney.

L3
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Aseending this stair, the voiee of joy bursts on my ear, —
the bridegroom and bride, surrounded by their jocund
companions, cirele the sparkling  gliss and  humorous
joke, or join in the raptures of the noisy dance—the 5%
squeaking fiddle breaking through the general uproar in
sdden intervals, while the sounding floor groans beneath
its unruly load,  Leaving these happy mortals, ail usher-
ing into this silent munsion, & more solemn—a a-lnkulh
object, presents itself to wy view.  The windows, the
furniture, and every thing that could lend one cheerful
thought, are hung in solemn white ; and there, streteled
pale and lifeless, lies the awiul corpse; while a few
weeping friends sit, black and solitary, near the breathless
clay. In this other place, the fearless sons of Bacchus, fof
extend their brazen throats, in shouts like buesting thun-
der, to the praise of their gorgeous chicf.  Opening this

door, the lonely matron explores, for consolation, her
Bible: and, in this house, the wife brawls, the children
ghrick, and the poor husband bids me depart, lest his
termazunt's fury should vent itself on me.  In short, such

an inconeeivable varicty daily oceurs to my observation !
in real life, that would, were they moralized upon, convey ]
more maxims of wisdom, and give a juster knowledge of f
mankind, than whole volumes of Lives and Adventures,

that perhaps never had a being, exeept in the prolific

- brainz of their fantastic authors.”

This, it must be acknowledged, is a somewhat prolix and

averstrained summing up of bis observations ; but it proves

Wilson to have been, at the early age of twenty-three, n man

of great penetration, and strong native sense; and shews | i &
that his mental culture had been mueh greater than might f
have been expeeted from his limited opportunities.  Ata
subsequent pcrmd he retraced his steps, tuking with him
copics of his potms, to distribute among subscribers,
and endeavour to promote o more extensive creulation.
Of this excursion also he hos given an wceountSh his

“
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ALEXANDER WILSOX, xxiil

journal, from which it appears that hiz success was fur
from encouraging.  Among amusing incidents, sketches
of charmeter, ucltl:nsialml sound ond intelligent remarks upon
the manners and prospects of the various classes of society
into which he fouml his way, there are not a few severe
expressions indicative of deep disappointiment, and soma
that merely hint the keener pangs of wounded pride—
pride founded on conscious merit.  * You," says le, on
ane oceasion, * you, whose souls are susceptible of the
finest feclings, who are elevated to rapture with the least
dawnings of hope, and sunk into despondency by the
slightest thwarting of your expectations —think what I
felt 1™ AMuch, prolubly, of his disappointment may be
attributed to the very guestionable, the almost vagrant
character, in which he appeared,—tlat of « travelling
pedlar.  OF this he scems ultimately to bave become
convineed 3 for, in a letter to a friend, dated from
Edinburgh, in November of the sume year, he says, © My
occupation is greatly against my sueeess in colleeting
subscribers. A packman is a character which none esteem,
and almost every one despises.  The idea which people
‘of all ranks entertain of them is, that they are mean-
spirited, logquacious liars, eunning and illiterate, watching
every opportunity, and using every mean art within their
power, to chear.”  The same sentiment repeatedly occurs
in his poems.

Having in vain used his utmost exertions to dispose of

his poems, and being completely disgusted with the life of
a pedlar, he returned to Paisley; and, in a short time
afterwards, we find bim again plying his original trade in
Lochwinooch., But it is evident, that he was far from
being satistied with his employment, or sincere in relin.
quishing poetry,  Indeed, it may be questioned whither
any man who has ever experienced theé true poetie thrill
eould, even if he would, sealeup his bosom against its
raptufins visitutions, Be that as it may, Wilson was

[
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perfectly ready to avail himself of the first favourable
opportunity of aguin appearing before the publie, in the
character of a poet.  The oceasion which led to it was
this ;—
A certain portion of the Edinburgh Siterati hud formed
a kind of public debating society, ealled the Forum,
the meetings of which were held in the Puntheon,
Among other questions proposid tor discussion was this,
“ Whether have the exertions of Allan Ramsay or Robert
Fergusson done more honour to Scottish poetry 2" Infor-
mation of this was communicated to Wilson by a friend
in Edinburgh. Tmmediately he kindled at the iden of
making a publie appearance in o momner so congenial to
bis love of fame; and, though wnacquainted with the
poems of Fergusson, and having but a fortnight for pre-
parition, he borrowed a copy from n friend, vead it, farmﬂ_l
his opinion, laboured with redoubled perseverance for 4
moncy to defray the expense of his journey, composed o
poem on the sulject, and arrived in Edinburgh in time
10 bear his part in the discussion. Thiz poem, * The
Laurel Disputed,” is of considerable length, and though
disfigured with occasional coarseness, is distinguished by
& certain rough, casy vigour, w hich marks it the production
of & man of more mental power than polish, — one who
thought strongly, and eared not much in what sort of
- language” his thoughts were couched, #o that they were
understood. In it he gives the laurel to Fergusson, —a
decision to which the sudience did not assent, but in
which, nevertheless, we think his judgment was perfectly
- correct, &0 far at least as regards the superiority in real 4L
* genius.  So miserably deficient, in point of true poetie
merif, are almost all of Ramsay's miscellancous poems,
that we cannot help mnsuiunng The Gentle Shepherd
as little more than a lucky hit;” nor_is there any
thing to invulidate this opinion, in those plcc-escffnglduy
and affectation, which be gave to the world, in hif* Tea-
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table Miscelleny, ns improved versions of our old course,
but vigorous traditionary songs and ballads.  Fergusson,
on the other hand, never sinks bencath the regions of
» poctie imspiratibn, and frequently takes the heart by sor-
prise with o sudden gush of fervent and tender fecling,
— But we must break away from this seductive topic,
Wilzon remained long enough in Edinlurgh to'compose
aml recite in public two other poctical essays, and to
publish (1791} « The Laurel Disputed;” then retwrmed
to Lochwinnoch, with some inerease of fame, but none
of wealth, It appears, however, that he at that time
formed* some literary connections in Edinburgh, which
might bave been of advantage ; for we find him con-
tributing to the Bee, o periodical work, conducted by the
late Dr Anderson, one of the fathers of modern Seotiish
literature. It is probable that his unscettled cireumstanees
may bave been the chief reason wlhy he failed to profit hy
that fivourable opening, as the Doctor's benevolence was
unlimited, and his influence at that time considerable.
An intimacy still more congeniul promised sbout
this period to commence,—one which would probubly
bave been clogse and permanent, but for the rapidly
approaching erisis in Wilson's destiny,—we mean an
intimacy with Burns. By the kindness of a valued
friend,* to whom we are indebted for many interesting
communications concerning Wilson, we were put in pos-
séesion of the following anecdote ; — * Shortly after the
pulblication of Burns's poems, Wilson wrote to him,
objecting tv certain of them, on account of their im-
proper tendency. At this time the two poects were
quite unucquainted.  Burns returned for answer, that
he was so much accustomed to communications of that
# PP A, Nanesny, Esq Palsley, o gentleman to whom we thh
tender our warmest ackoow ledgments for the resdy zeanl W‘].‘III
b entered imtogand prosecuted, those researches comerrn ng the

saleet of this memoir, frem which ®e surselves were lllld.l.l'li‘ﬂ.l.l.llr
proclodd

-
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yiclded to the soft but potent sovercignty of love. In
this respect he is almost olone mmong the wiom-hearted
sons of song,  Rarely does he write of love ; and, when

bie does, it is like a man who might havesthought about =

it, a5 about any other interesting mental phenomenon, '
but bad never experienced its subduing power, It is said

that be kept up a sort of Platonic attaclment and

correspondence with a young ludy of =ome ok anid seconi-

plishments, bat never went beyvond the usual langunge of

sentimental courtesy, and laid it casily aside the moment

that his mind became fixed on cmigration,

Various schemes erossed his mind ns to the mode of
earping a livelibood in America; and, among others,
one seems to have been, to qualily bim=clf, by o know-
ledge of writing and arthmetie, for entering into some
mercantile occupation.  With this view, early in the
year 1704, he applied to a friend, who at that time kept
a school, to bave himself taught these branches of
education ; but, after one day's study, departed ; nor, till
several months bad elapsed, did be retorn, and then
only to bid o final furewell. This sudden change of
mind has genemlly been attributed to his restless
instability of purpose ; and brought forward as a parallel
to the story which Durns tells of bis own mathematical
* studies. A wore correct view of the affair is given by
one of his American friendz, who must have had it from
himself: When he finally determined on emigration, he
was not possessed of funds suflicient to pay his passage.
In order to surmount that obstacle, he adopted a plan
of extreme diligence at the loom, and rigid personal
economy ; by which means he amassed the necessary sum.
After living for a period of four months, at the rate of
one shilling per week, he paid farewell visits to several of
his most intimate. friends, among others, to the above-
mentioned teacher, retraced some of his -old favourite
kaunts, and, bidding a last ddicu to his native land, sgt out

¢
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on foot for Mort-Patrick.  Thenee he sailed to Delfase
in Irelamd, amd there embarked as o deck-pussenger, on
board an Ameriean ship bound to Neweastle, in the State
of Delaware, *

He wrrived in America on the Ldth of July, 1794, with
no specific object in view, without o single letter of intro-
duetion, and with only a few shillings in his poeker.
But every care was forgotten in his transport at finding
himself in what he fondly decmed the land of (recdom,
Impatient to set his foot on the soil of the New World,
be linded ar Neweastle, and, with bis fowling-picee in his
hand, directed his course towards Philadelphia, distant
about thirty-three miles, highly delighted with the aspect
of the country, aml the plumage of the binds, ta which
his attention was strongly directed by what may be termed
the instinet of lis genius, It is not unworthy of remark,
that his first act in America was shooting a bird of the
red-headed woodpecker species, as if thus already begin-
ning his career as ghe American Ornithologist.

On arriving at Philadelphia, he made himsell known
to nn expatriated countryman, a copperplate printer, and
wroight for a few weelks ot this new species of occupas
tion. This, however, Lic soon relinguished, and resumed
the trade of weaving, first at Pennypack, then in Virginia,
and ngain in Pennypack.  In the autumn of 1795, he
resorted for a short time to his former oceupation of
pedlar, and traversed a considerable purt of the State of
New Jersey, meeting with greater suecess than in Scot-
land. During this excursion, he kept a diary, o he bad
formerly done in Scotland, written with great eare, anid
abounding with acute observations on the manners of the
people, notices of the principal natweal productions, and
sketehies of ghe indigenous quadrupeds and birds, o«

Muany and severe as mwust buve bean the difficulties
with which Wilson had to struggle upon his arrival, his
letters . to Lis friends are full of encomiums upon every

c
#
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thing American, —n good deal, perbaps, upon the prineiple
of the fox who had lost bis il His first letter, duted July,
1794, contains the following observations : —% Tut let

no mnan, who is stout or bealthy, and bas @ mind to come

to this country, be discouraged, 11 he is a weaver, and can't
get employment ot his own business, there are a thou-
sand other offers, where be will save, at least, as much
g% he can in Scotland, and live ten times better.  Where
I am at present, which is eleven miles to the northeast
of Philsdelphis, nobody could wish for a more ugrecabile
spot.  Fruit of almost every kind, peaches, apples, walnuts,
wild grupes, 1 ean pull at pleasure, by ouly walking a
short stone's-throw from the house, and these not enclosed
by high walls, and guarded by traps ond mastiffs.”  Next

wear he aguin reverts to the same subject : —* Assure nﬁ_ﬁ

my fricnds that this is a good country. The transplanting
a tree of Hower checks its growth for a little 3 buot let
them persevere, and they will finally prosper, be indepen-
dent, and wealthy and hoppy if they will.  When I look
round me here on the abundance whiel every one enjoys,
—when I see them =it down to a table loaded with
roasted, boiled, fruits of different kinds, and plenty of
good cider, and this only the common fare of the common
people, I think on my poor countrymen, and cannot help
feeling sorrowful at the contrast.”

On returning from his travels in New Jersey, he
abandoned, finally, his old employments of weaver and
pedlar, and betook himself to the not less luborious, but
more refined one, of schoolmaster. It cannot be supposed
that this was an eccupation to which his previous un-
settled wanner of life had given him any predilection ; yet
the opportunities it presented of prosccuting his studies
must bave recommended it powerfully to one whose chief
enjoyments had slways been mental. Being dissatisfied
with the situation of his first school, near Frankford,
in Pennsylvanis, he removed to Milestown, and Jaught




ALEXAXDER WILSON. xxxi

in the schoolhouse of that village. Here he remained
for several vears, in the fuithiul discharge of his profes-
sionul duties, nnd the assiduous culture of several branches
of learning, wWhich he lud not previously found oppor-
tunity to pursue with any steadiness or method, A part
of his leisure was employed in surveying land for the
furmers, by which he earned n small ndditionnl income.
In this period, he performed, on foot, in twenty-eight
duys, a journcy of nearly eight hundred miles, into the
State of New York, for the purpose of visiting and
nssisting o fumily of relatives, from Scotland.  This
incident proves the strength at once of his affection, and
of his persevernnee.  Nor was it only to brother emigrunts
that his fricndly cores were extended ; bis heart bad not
ceased (o heat warmly and truly for those he had left in
his “ far father-land.* In a letter to his father, dated
from Alilestown, Philadelphin, Auvgust, 1708, after
giving & view of the state of politics, and a sketch of
the manners of these among whom he resided, he thus
procecds : — “ I should be very happy, dear parents,
to hear from you, and how my brother and sisters are
I hope David will be a good lud, and tuke his father's
advice in every difficulty. If he does, I can tell him he will
never repent it ; if be does not, he may regret it bitterly
with tears, This is the advice of a brother, with whom
hie has not yet bad time to be much acquainted, but who
loves him sincerely. I should wish also, that he would
endeavour to improve himsell in some uselnl parts of -
learning, to read books of information nnd taste, without
which a man, in any country, is but a clodpole ; but, beyond
every thing else, let him cherish the deepest gratitwile to
(God, and affectionate respect for his parents. 1 have
thought it my duty, David, to recommend these amfable
virtnes to yow, because I am your brother, amd very
probably I midy never see youw, . In the experience I have
had wnong mankind, I can assure. you, that such conduct

m———



XN i MEMOIR OF

will seenre you many friends, and support you under your
misfortunes 3 for, if vou live, you must meet with them—
thiey are the lot of life,”

Wilson next changed his residence at Xlilestown for
the village of Bloowfield, New Jersey, where he had not
long been, when, about the beginning of the year 1802, he
was indoced to contract an_engugement with the trostecs
of u seminary in the townahip of Kingsess, a short distance
from Gray's Ferry, on the river Schuylkill, and about four
miles from Philadelphin.  This was the last and the most
fortunate of his migmtions ; it was the first step townrds
that path which was soon destined to lead him to
eminence. It placed him in the imwediate neighbour-
hood, and gave him the intdmacy, of men capable, both
of appreciating his merits, and of lending him encournge
ment and assistunee—of such men as the botanist and
naturalist, Willinm Bartram, whose gardens opened to
him n field of delightful instruction and enjoyment, and
whose lessons and example animated and guided him in
the study of nature ; and Mr Lawson, the engraver, from
whose instructions he learnced to délineate, with. the
pencil, those beamtiful forms, which he so cloquently
described with bis pen. M Bartram; perceiving the bent
of his friend's mind, wnd its congeniality to his own, took
peculiar delight in rendering every aid snd encournge-
ment, bath by his own instructions, and by putting into
Wilson's hands some works on natural history, particularly
those of Cateshby and Edwards.  While Le perused these
works with equul pleasure and attention, le began to
deteet various errors, such as must always abound dn
bodks whose authors rely, to any extent, on the reports of
others, without personal investigation.

Wilson's American biographer relates, that. about this
time, hix mind wrs subject to moments of |lécp despon-
dency and depression, w];.jtll his solitury "mode of life
tended 10 confinn.  This he attributes to his -being
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“ addieted to the writing of verses, and to music; and
that, being of u musing turm of mind, be had given way to
those seductive feelings, which the charming scenery of
the country, in n suseeptible heart, never Fails to awaken,”
An aneedote is related of his narrowly escaping from
an accidental denth by his own gun, during o ramble which
Le bad taken, to relieve bis I!-'.'jl.'\l:'tl."l] mimd 5 and ot the
thought of which e himself shuddered, lest it should have
subjected his memory to the imputation of suicide, « His
friends,” dontinues the American Biogrpher, « pereciving
the danger of lis situation, recommended the renouncing
of poetry and the flute, and the substitution of the anuse-
ment of drawing in their stead, as being most likely to
restore the balance of his mind.  For this end sketehes of
the human figure and landseapes were provided him ; but
his attempts were so unpromising, that be threw them
aside with disgust.  Mr Bartram now advised o trial at
birds ; and being tolerably ekilful himeelf, exhibited his
portfolio, which was graced with many specimens from
his own bands,  The attempt was made, and sueceeded
beyond the expectation of Mr Wilson or that of his
friends. There was a magic in the employment which
aroused all the energies of his soul; he saw, as it were,
the dayspring of a new eteation ; and from being the
bumble follower of his instructors, he was soon qualified
to lead the way in the charming art of imitating the workss
of the Guear Ouramvar,®
Now, we will admit, that this'is a very prelty gpecimen
of tansatlantic magniloguence: and we are ready to
aecord all due praise to Messrs Bartram and Lawson for
their benevolent attentions to our gifted countryman,  But
we do hold Wilson to have been made of sterner stuff
than to héve incurred any hazord of fulling o victim to
that “ malady most incident to maids.”  We farther
conceive; that little danger wato be apprehended from his
“being addicted to * poetry, that loftiest moo cof mind "

-n
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and to music, with its * strains, which might ercate a
sonl under the ribs of death ;" and we would just
supgest, that these gentlemen did themselyes, at least, us

wrh service as they could do Wilson, in thus acquiring "q
a claim to be conmected with his nome, and his imperish-
able reputation. I we allow ourselves to recolleet that
Lie was kept in_constant thraldom to the drndgeries of o
gchool, depressed by penury, and tasking his powers to
their utmost streteh in unremitting study for his own
improvement, we muy easily account for that bodily
lassitude, which oecasionally threw o shude of languor
and mclincholy over his mind.  For, when the bodily
powers are outworn, there invariably follows a tendeney

to mental depression ; so close is the connection, so d_}"h‘

intimate the sympathy, between the body and the mind.
Wilson's letters to his nephew, W, Dunean, then residing
on & farm, their joine property, in the State of New York,
shew both the cause of his incessant toil, and the spirt
with which be bore it.  The following extracts relate to

this sulject : —
“ Ay dear friend and nephew, I wish you could find
& leisure hour in the evening to give the cliuldren, particu-
larly Mary, some instruction in reading, apd Alexander in
writing and accounts,  Don't be discouraged though they
make but slow progress in both, but persevere a little
~every evening, I think you ean bardly emsploy an hour
at night to better purpose.  And make James read every
convenient opportunity,  Tf I live to come up beside you,
1 shall take that burden off your shoulders.  1ie the con-
stant friend and counsellor of your little eolony, to nssist -

them in their difficulties, encourage them in their despond-
encies, to make them as happy as circomstances will
enable you. A mmht.'r. brothers, and sisters, M a foreign
country, looking up to you as their best friend and sup-
porter, places you in a dignified point of view. Tho
future remembrunce of your kind duty to them now,Mwill,
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in the hour of your own distress, be as a healing ongel of
pence to your mind, Do every thing possible to muke
your house comfortable; fortify the garrison in every
point ; stop every creviee that may let in that chilling
devil, the roaring, blustering northwest; heap up fires big
enough for an Dndian war-fisist ; keep the dur-barrel full ;
bake loaves like Humles Head 3* make the loom thunder,
and the pot boil, and your snug little ealiin re-echo nothing
but sounds of domestic felicity, 1 will write you the
moment 1 hear of George. I shall do every thing I have
said to you, and never lose sight of the 18th of Mareh ;
for which purpose I shall keep night =chool this winter,
and retain every farthing but what necessity requires —
depend upon me.  These are the outlines of my plan.  IC
Liealth stand it, o1l will be well ; if not, we cannot help 38"

# T suceeed tolerably well; and seem to gain in the
esteem of the people about. T am glad of it, because 1
hope it will put it in my power to clear the road o little
before you, amd banish despondence from the heart of my
dearest friend. Be assured that I will ever as eheerfully
contribute to your relief in difficultics, as I will rejoice
with you in prosperity.  But we have nothing to fear.
One hundred bushels of wheat, to be sure, is no great
marketing ; but has it not been expended in the support
of a mother, and infant brothers and sisters, thrown upon
your bounty in a foreign country?  Robert Dums, when
the mice nibbled away his corn, said:

1l get a blessin® wi' the lave,
Amid never miss't.

Where he expected one, you may o thousand.  Hobin,
by his own confession, ploughed up his miee out of © ha'
and hame#  You have built for your little wanddrors a
¢ cozie bicld,® where none dare moldst them. "There is
- s .
& # The naune of & rock near Palsley,
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more troe greatness in the affectionate exertions which
you have made for their subsistenee and support, than the
bloody catalogoe of heroes can boast ol:  Y.our own héart
will speak peace and satisfaction to you, to the kst moment
of your life, for every anxiety vou have felt on theiracconne.”

The tempaary depression in which these ditliculties
involved him was but the precursor to a period of
energetie and trinmphant activity, —as the bour imme-
diately before the dawn is the chillest and the durkest
of all that own the sway of night. As he procecded in
his =tudies and his attempts ot drawing, bis knowledge
and his love of Omithology inercased ; and at length he
resalved to devote himself to it entirely, and to form a

colleetion, at whatever hazard, as he hinself stated, « of , 1\\,

all the birds in that part of North Amerien.” Tn oo letter to
Mr Bartram, he says, “ [ sometimes smile to think, that
while others are immersed in deep schemes of speculation
and aggrandizement, in building towns and purchasing
plantations, I am entranesd in contemphtion over the
plumage of a lark, or gazing, like a despairing lover, on
the lineaments of an owl. While others are hoarding
up their bags of money, without the power of enjoying
ity T am collecting, without injuring my conseience, or
wounding my peace of mind, those beautiful specimens of
Nature's works that are for ever pleasing. I have had
live erows, bawks, and owls ; opossums, squirrels, snakes,
lizards, &e. #o that my room bas sometinmes reminded me
of Neal's ark ; but Noah had a wife in one corner of it,
and, in this partieular, oor parnllel does not altogether
tally. T receive every subject of natural history that is
brought to me ; and, though they do not march into my
urk from all quarters, as they did into that of our great
uncestor, yet I find means, by the distribution of a few
fivepenny bits, to niuke them find the way fast enough. .
A boy, not long sgo, brought me a large basketful of
crows. I expert his next load will be bull frogs, ¥ I

R
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don't soon issue orders to the contrary.  One of my boys
caught & mouse in echool, o fow duoys ogo, and direetly
marched up to me with his prisoner. 1 set about deawing
it that snme evening; and all the while the pantings of
its little heart shewed it to be in the most extreme agonies
of fear. 1 had intended to kill it, in order do fix it in the
claws of a stuffed owl ; but, happening to spill a few drops
of wuter near where it was tied, it lapped it up with such
eagerness, and looked in my faee with such an eye of
supplicating terror, as perfeetly overcame me. I imme-
diately untied it, and restored it to life and liberty,  The
agonies of a prisoner at the stoke, while the fire and
instruments of torment are preparing, eould not he morg
severs than the sufferings of that poor mouse ; and, insig-
tifieant as the object was, T{elt at that moment the sweet
sensations that merey leaves on the mind when she
triumphs over eruelty.”  Writing to a friend in Paisley, in
June, 1804, he says, # Clozge applieation to the duties of
my profession, which I bave followed since Nov. 1705,
bas decply iojured wmy constitution ; the moré so, that
my rambling disposition was the worst ealeulated of any
one's in the world for the austere regularity of a teacher's
life. I bmve had many pursuits sinee I left Seotlund, —
mathematics, the German langunge, music, dewing, &c.
and T am now about to make a colleetion of all our finest
birds.” These intentions were, after due deliberation in
his own mind, submitted to his frends, Messrs Bartram
and Lawson.  The former expressed his confidence in
the abilities and acquirements of Wilson ; but hinted his
Fears, that the difficultics which stood in the way of such
on enterprize were too great to be overcome,  Wilson
was not to be intimidated, but had a ready answer to every
objection «f bis eautious friend, who seems toshave
trembled lest his intemperate zeal should lead bhim into a
ituation from the embarrnssments of which he could not
well be extricated. The lutter approved of the undertaking;

L]
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but observed, that there were severa]l considerations
which should have theie weight before  determining
to enter upon an affuir of so mwuch imporganee.  Vexed
that his friemd would not enter into his views, Wilson
expressed his seorn of the prodential maxims with which
he was assailed, by styling them the morims of a cold,
ealculating, contemptible phitasophy,  Such was the encou-
ragement be met with from these, his = guides, philoso-
phers, and friends,” to embark on his toilsome and perilous
undertaking, who seem never to have untiri]mt:-d. that
what they recommended as a relaxation would thus become
the sole object of his pursuit: and such, as the event
proved, was the erroncous estimate they formed of what
might, or might not be achicved, as is always the case
when men of medioerity, caleulating by what they them-
selves are able to perform, venture to estimate the powers,
or dircct the efforts of men of genius,

In Qetober, 1804, Wilson, accompanied by two friends,
st out on o pedestrian journey to the far-fumed Falls
of Niogarn, Arrived upon its banks, he gazed upon the
wild and wondrgus seene with an enthusinsm bordering
upon distraction ; and ever after declared, that no language
was foreible enough to convey an adequate idea of that
magnificent caturagt. The expedition baving been com-
menced too late in the season, our travellers were overtaken
_on their return by winter, and compelled to struggle on
a considerable part of the way through snow midleg deep.
One of his companions remained with his friends on the
Cayuga lake ; the other availed himself of a more agree-
able mode of travelling; but the hardy pride of Wilson
would not permit him to be overcome by fatigue or
difficulties. He held on his way, refusing to be relieved
of his gun and bageage, and reached his home in the
beginning of Decémber, having been absent fifty-nine
days, and having in that ime traversed 1257 rulcs, of
which he walked 47 the last day.
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Upon bis return, e amused himself with writing a
poctical narrative of the journey., This poem, entitled
“ The 1"uh'x-.tnr&," was published in the Porifolio, and
afterwards in o separate form, with illastrative plates and
notes, It is entirely deseriptive ; and is decidedly supe-
rier to any of a similar kind which he had written in
Seotland, manifesting great improvement both in his taste
and his power of composition, — the unsought, it may be,
but sure fruit of those toilsome hours spent in bis solitary
school, and in his own midnight stadies.

As specimens of this poem, we may give the following
oxXtracts : —

o e gt i SRS

ATOETIOFHE TO HOSMTALITY.

Blest Hoepitality | the poor man's pridle,

The strangee’s guardian, comforter, and guide ;
Whaose clicering voice and sympathetic eve |
Even angels honour as they bover nigh ;

Confined (in merey to our wandering race)

To tio one country, people, age, or place,

But for the homeles and the exile lives,

And smiles the sweeter still the more she gives, |
Oh! if on earth one spot 1 e'er can cliim

One humble dwelling, even without a name,

Do thou, blest spirit! be my partner there,

With zons of woe our little all o share 5 -
Beside onr fire the pilgrim's looks to see,

That swim in moisture as he thinks on thee §

To hear his tales of wild woods wandering through, —

Hie ardent blessings as he bids adion ;

Then, let the selfish bug their gold divine,

Ten thousaml dearer pleasures shall be mine !

DESCRIFTION OF A MATTLESNAKE.

Constious of deadly power, he scem'd to say,
“ Puss pn ; in peace lot cach pursad bis way 1™
Dt when the uplifted musoet met his view,

@ Sudden in sounding coils his form he threw ;
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Fieree from he centre rose his flatten'd head,
With quivering tongue, and eves of fiery red,
Andd jaws distenided vast, where threateniog lay
The fangs of death, in horeible array ;. *
While poised above, invisible to view,

His whizing tail in swift vibration flew,

In a letrer to his father, written soon after his return,
after giving an account of his journey, he concludes in the
following tender and affeetionate munner: —% 1 have
nothing more to say, but to wish you all the comforts that
your great age, and reputable and industrious life truly
werit.  In my conduet to you I mny have erved ; but my
heart has ever preserved the most affectionnte venerntion
for you, and 1 think on you frequently with tears,  Ina

fow years, if T live so long, T shall be placed in your™

situation, looking back on the giddy vanities of lmman
life, and all my consolation in the hopes of a happy futu-
rity."  The deep emotions awnkened by the magnificént
soene had but recalled those still deeper emotions, which
were ever cherished in his affeetionate heart, :
To his friend, Mr Bartrum, he wrote immedintely after
bis return ; which letter, as illustrative of the effect of Lis
journey in midifying or confirming his views and feclings
regurding his great undertaking, is exceedingly interesting,

% Grax's Fenny, 13th Decomber, 1804.

“ Dean Sm,— Though now suugly at home, looking
back in recollection on the long, circuitous journey, which
I have ot length finished, through trackless spows, and
uninhabited forests—over stupendous  mountaing,  and
down dangerous rivers — pussing over, in a course of 1300
miles, as great a verety of men and modes of living, as
the fme extent of country can exhibit in any part of
North America; though in this tour I have hud every
disadvantage of deep roads and rough weather - hurried
morehes, aud many other inconveniences to encounter, —

-
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yet so fur am I from being satisfied with what 1 have
seen, or discournged by the fatigues which every traveller
miust submit 1o, that 1 feel more coger than ever to com-
mence seme inore extensive expedition; where scones amd
subjects, entirely new and generally unknown, might
reward my curiesity ; and where, perhaps, my humble
aequisitions might wld something to the stores of know-
ledge.  For ull the hazards and privations incident to such
an undertakivg, 1 feel confident in my own spirit and
resolution.  With no fumily to enchain my affeetions ; no
ties but those of (riendship ; with the most ardent love to
my adopted country ; with a constitution which hardens
amidst fangues ; and with o disposition sociable and open,
which ean find itself at home by an Indian fire in the
depth of the woods, os well as in the best apartment of
the civilized; for these, and some other reasons that
invite me away, I am determined te become a traveller,
But I am miserably deficient in many acquirements abso-
lutely necessary for sueh a character. Botany, mineralogy,
and drowing, I most ardently wish to be instructed in
Cun I yet make any progress in botany, suflicient to enalile
me to be useful ? and what would be the most proper way
to procced ? | have many leisure moments that should
be devoted to this pursuit, provided I could bave hopes
of sueceeding.  Your opinion on this subject will confer
an additional olligation on your affectionate friend.™

This very striking display of some of the most charne-
teristic qualities of Wilson's mind, — cool conception, and
ardent, indomitable resolution,—must have satisfied his
friends, that the suggestion of no prudential considerations
was of the least nvail to making him swerve from his
purpose.  Their future efforts, nccordingly, seem to have
been directed chiefly towards lessening the dificaltics
which thyy foresaw, and endewvouring to promote those
viewswhich they wished, but were unable, to check, —for
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the long up-pent eurrent of Wilson's genins had now found
its natural clinmel, along which it rushied, no longer 1o
be stopped or tummed aside,  Even that sternest barrier
in the way of humble merit —poverty —was now over-
borne by the might of strong determination ; Tor, at the
time when the preeeding letter was written, the whole
amount of his funds was only seventy-five cents, or three-
Jourths of a dollar !

Being now o confirmed omithologist, his leisure hours
were all devoted to that study, and to his own improve-
ment in drowing and colouring.  In the spring of 1805,
we findd him sending copies of twenty-cight drawings of
the birds to be found in Pennsylvania, or that occasionally
pass through that country, to his friend, Mr Bartram,
requesting his eriticisms or suggestions for the promotion-
of his plan. In order, if possible, to abridge bis labour,
he applied himself 1o acquire the art of ctehing, under
the instructions of Mr Lawson ; buot, though he exerted
every effort of his cnthusiastic mind, his attempts fell
far short of his own ideas of excellence. He mext
endeavoured to prevail on Ar Lawson to engage in the
work as a joint concern; which, however, was declined,
Finding his schemes thus baflled, Wilson declared, with
splemn emphasiz, his unalterable resolution to proceed

» alone in the undertaking, if it should cost him his life.
= I shall at least leave,” continued he, “ a small beacon
to point out where [ perished.”

About the beginning of the year 1806, intimation was
given, through the medium of the public press, that the
President of the United States proposed to despatch
partics of scientific men to explore the district of Loui-

siopa. - This appenred to Wilson a favournble opportu-
nity for the prosecution of his ornithologicnl sescarches,
*  His hopes and wiskes were communicated to Mr Bartram ;
who not only cordially apgroved, but immédiately wrote
to Mr Jelferson, the President, with whom e happened
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to be in terms of intimacy, mentioning Wilson's desires,
stating his character and acquirements, nnd strongly recom-
mending Lim, as one eminently qualified to be employed
in that important national enterprize.  In this recommen-
dutory letter was enclosed an applieation from Wilson
himself, which we give entire, as containing o complete
view ol his extensive plans,

“ To His Excelleney Tnosas Jerrensow, President of
the United Stutes.

4 Sin,— Having been engaged, these several years, in
eollecting materials and fernishing drawings from nature,
with the design of publishing a new Ornithology of the
United States of America, so deficient in the works of
Catesby, Edwards, and other Europeans, I have tmversed
the greater part of our northern and enstern districts, and
have collected many birds undeseribed by these nuturalists,
Upwards of onc hundred engravings are completed ; and
two plates in folio already engraved.  But as many heau-
tiful tribes frequent the Ohio, and the extensive country
through which it passes, that probably never visit the
Atlantic States ; and as faithful representations of these
ean only be taken from living nature, or from binds newly
killed, I had plm?d an expedition down that river, from
Pittsburg to the Mississippd, thenee to New Orlenns, and
to continue my researches by lund in return to Philadel-
phia. 1 had engaged, as a companion and assistant, Mr
W. Bartram of this place, whose knowledge of botany, as
well us zoology, would bave enabled me to make the best
of the voyage, and to collect many new specimens in both
those departments.  Sketches of these were to have been
taken on the spot; and the subjects put in a state of
preservatiop, to finish our drawings from, as time would
permit. We intended to set out from Pittsburg nbout
the beginping Of May ; and expected to reach New Orleans
in Sgptember,

1

I
!
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# But my venerable friend, Me Bartram, taking into
more serions consideration bis wlvanced age, being near
seventy, and thie weakness of his eyesight, and wpprehen-
sive of his inability to encounter the fatigues and privations
unavoidable in o extensive o tour; and having, to my
extreme regret, and the real loss of scienee, been indueed
to decline the journey, 1 had reluctantly abandoned the
enterprize, and all hopes of accomplishing my purpose ;
till, hearing that your Excelleney had it in contemplation
to serud travellers this ensuing summer up the Red River,
the Arkansaw, and other tributary streams of the Missis-
sippi, anil believing that my services might be of advantage
to some of these parties, in promoting vour Excellency’s
design, while the best opportunities would be afforded me
of procuring subjects for the work which 1 have so much
at heart.—under these impressions, 1 beg leave to offer
myself for any of those expeditions; and ean be ready at
& short notice to attend your Excelleney®s orders.

# Accustomed to the hardships of travelling, —without
a fimily, —and an enthusinst in the pursuit of natural
history, T will devote my whole powers to merit your
Excellency’s approbation; and ardently wish for an op-
portunity of testifying the sincerity of my professions,
and the deep veneration with which I lygye the honour to
be, sir, your obedient servant,

Kingsess, Gth Feb, 1806, Avex. Wirsox.”

To this munly and respectful application, Alr Jefferson,
thouch pmmsim; proofs of Wilson's tolents and qualifi-
eations, in some splendid deawings which had previously
been sent him, forgetful alike of the duties of his station,
and the common courtesies of life, returned not ore word
of refly. 5o much for the encouragement given by the
highest person in=the land of liberty to the eultivation
of science anid litesature! It was right "that, Wilson,

_and with him the world, should see that a republic, if
L
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it releases from certain restruints, imposed by a different.
structure of socicty, mml may therefore be supposed to give
u freer seope to the energies of individuals, is so cramped
by the domination of a niggardly and parsimonions spirit,
that it cun neither eall them into petion, nor recompense
their exertions.  IF it alfords ample space for genius to
rear its lawrelled growth, it is the barven space of the
sandy desert, where there flow no fertilizing rivers, and
there drop no refreshing dews.  The truth appears to be,
that where the houours of society wre worn, there the orma-
ments of society are most encournged.  And this much
may bie said, that il Wson guined no advantage, Jefforson
lost the opportunity of having won himself imperishable
bonour, by patronizing o man of tme genius, of miture’s
own nobility — the high nobility of mind,

Hiz undeniable merit, bowever, had now become so
extensively known, as to relieve him from the necessity
of depending uwpon any man's patronage,  Mr Bradford,
bookseller, of Philadelphin, being about to publish o new
edition of Reces's New t‘_,.'lm'ﬁ-,mdin, Wilzon was recom-
mended to him, as one qualificd to superintend the work,
and was engaged at a liberul salury as assistant editor.
He was sccordingly enabled to relinguish the toilsome and
barassing life of o schoolmaster, which he had so long
led, and to devote his unfettered energies to his favourite
pursiits.  Not long after this cogngement, he unfolded to
Mr Dmdford his views on the subjeet of an American
Ornithofogy ; and exhibited such evidence of his ability
to execute the work, that Mr Bradford premptly sgreed
to take wpon bimself the risk of publishing it.  And now,
at last, Wilson found these obstructions entirely removed
which bad so long opposed his fuvourite enterprize.  To
his editoriul duties, and to the prosceution of his «lypsen
study, he applied with woremiting pssiduvity, searcely
allowing him#lf o moment’s relaxation ; till, finding his
-]:mlth suffering, he indulged himself in a pedestrian

d




xlvi MEMOIR OF

e excarsion through a part of Pemmsylvanin,  Even dourng -
this pleusure tour, however, he never lost sight of his
grand undertaking, but employed himself in collecting new
specimens, and procuring additiona] information.  This )r*

- wok place in the sutnmn of 1807 ; and, on his return,

e he resumed his labours with fresh ardour, devoting every
spare hour 1o the proseeution of his great work.

" The following extrmet furnishes a specimen of the

manner in which Wilson proscented his researches : —

s [ started this moming, by peep of day, with my gun,
for the purpose of shooting a nuthateh. After jumping
a bundred fences, and getting over the ankles in mud,
(for 1 had put on my shoes for lightness,) I found myself
nlmost ot the julltliﬂn of the Schuylkill und Deluware, ;
without success, there being hardly half an aere of wood- -
land in the whole neck, and the nuthateh generally frequents
large-timbered woods. 1 returned home at vight o'cloclk,
after getting completely wet, and in a profuse perspirn-
tion, which, contrary to the maxims of the doctors, has
done me a great deal of good ; and I intend to repent the
dose, except that 1 shall leave out the ingredient of the
wet feot, if otherwise convenient. Were T to prescribe
such a remedy to Lawson, he would be ready to think me
mad. Moderate, nay, even pretty severe exercise, is the
best medicine in the world for sedentary people, and
ought not to be neglected on any account.”

“ At length,” savs his American biographer, # in the
month of September, 1808, the first volume of the Ameri-
can Ornithology made its appearance.  From the date of
the urrangement with the publisher, o prospectus bad been
issued, wherein the nature and intended execution of the
work were specified.  But yet no one appeared to enter-
tair an adequate idea of the treat which was about to be
afforded to the Jovers of the fine arts and of elegant
literuture : and when the superh volume was presented
to the public, their delight was equalled only by, their
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nstonishment that Americn, as yet in its infancy, should
produce an original work in science, which could viein its
essentials with the proudest productions of o similar nature
of the Ellrup:'.':u world, =

In o letter to his futher, not hitherto published, which
accompanied a copy of bis first volume, he says: —
“ Mr David Brown having informed me of his intention
of sailing for Scotland, I have transmitted to you by
him the first volume of my American Ornithology, just
publishing, and shall, if I live to finish it, send you
regularly the remuining nine volumes as they appear.
In giving cxistence to this work, I have expended all
I have been saving since my arrival in America. 1
bave also visited every town within 150 miles of the
Atlantie const, from the river St Lawrenee to St Augns-
ting in Floride. Whether I shall be sable to realize a
fortune by this publication, or receive first costs, or sufler
the sacrifice of my little all, is yet doubtful. 1 met with
a most honourable reception among many of the first
churacters in the United States, and bave collected such
a mass of information on this branch of natural history,
as will entitle the work to the merit of originality at
least.”

The conclusion of this letter is exceedingly interesting
for the beautifal touches of natural feeling and affection
which it expresses.  Afver desiring to be remembered to
somne of bis old companions, be says, * Ishall most probubly
never see either them or any of my friends in Paisley
maore ; but,

While remembrance’ power remains,

Those native scenes shall meet my view 3
Diear, long-lost fricnds, on forcign plains

£'1 sigh, and shed a tear for you. *

9
« I would ‘willingly give a bundred dollars to spend a
few days with you all in Paisley: but, like a true bird of

-

P T G E | e T P



i b . b
R

)

-
]

xlviii MEMOIR OF

passage, 1 would again wing my way seross the westem
waste of waters to the peacelul and happy regions of
America.  What has beeome of David, that T never hear
from him? Let me know, my dear father, how you I'h'u,_j,.
and how yon enjoy your health at your advanced sge. 177
trust the publication 1 have now commenced, and which
has procured for me reputation and respeet, will also
enuble me to eontribute to your independence and comfort,
in return for what I owe to you. To my stepmuother,
sisters, brothers, and friends, I beg to be remembered
affectionately.”
In the latter part of September, 1808, Wilson set out
on a journey to the esstward, to exhibic his book, and |
procure subscribers ; and, during the sueceeding winter ".‘__
i- und spring, he visited the Southern States. This was—"
almost a renewal of the adventures of his vouth, when he
traversed Scotlend with the prospectus of his poems;
wnd, from hi= journal, which be kept as formerly, it
appears that the treatment hie met withe was searcely
more encouraging; nnd that the charscter of the muan
himself had experienced no other change than may be
" attributed to the prudence and firmness of maturer years,
end to bis enlarged acquirements.  Amid numiberless
disappointments which he again experigneed, his nrdour
continued wnubated ; and, as this part of his history can
be best told by a series of extracts from his own letters,
we procecd to lay these before our readers.  Tnoa letter
to a friend, dated Boston, October, 1808, he says, —
“ 1 have purposely avoided saving any thing, ecither
good or lad, on the encouragement 1 have met withoe__-
I elall only say, that among the many thousands who ?
have examined my book,—and among these were men
of the first claracter for taste and liternture, —1 have
heard nothing but expressions of the highest admiration
and esteem.  IF 1 have been mistaken in publishing a
work too good for the eountry, it is a fault not liksly to
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b soon repented, and will pretty severely correct itself.
But, whatever may be the result of these matters, T shall
not sit down with folded bands, whilst any thing enn be
done to carry my point, sinee God helps them who help
themselves. | am fixing correspondents in every corner
of these northern regions, like so muny pickets and out-
posts ; so that scarcely w wren or fff shall be able to pass
along from Yurk to Canada but I'shall get intelligence
of it.”

From other letters, we glean the following extracts,
deseribing, in a mingled vein of pleasantry and sarcasm,
his various journeys during the autumn, winter, and spring
of 1808-9 : —

“ At Prinectown I bade my fellow-traveller good-bye,
as I hud to wait upon the reverend doctors of the college.
I took my book under my arm, put several copies of the
prospectus into my pocket, and walked up to this spacious
sanctuary of literature. I could amuse you with some
of my reflections on this oceasion ; but reom will not
permit.”

4 Ispent nearly the whole of Saturday in Newark, where
my bouk attracted as many starers as a bear or a mammaoth
would lave done ; and I wrrived in New York the same
evening.  The next day, 1 wrote & number of letters,
enclosing copies of the prospectus, to different gentlemen
in town. In the ulternoon of Tuesday, 1 took my book,
and waited on each of those gentlemen to whom T lud
written the preceding day.  Among these I found some
friends, but more admirers.  The professors of Columbia
College expressed much esteem fur my performance,
The professor of languages, being a Scotchman, and also
& Wilson, seemed to feel all the pride of nutional partiality
so commog to his countrymen ; and would have vlone
me any favour in bis power. L spentethe whole of thia
week trapersing the streets, from one purticular house 1o
another, till, I belicve, I became almost as well known as
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of the legislature : the wise men of Maryland stared and
gaped, from beneh to benehy but, having never hewrd of
such a thing ns one hundred snd twenty dollurs for o book,
the ayes for subseribing were none ; and 0 it was unanis
mously determined in the negative.  Nowise disconraged
by this suge decision, I pursucd my route through the
tohaceo fields, slonghs, nnd swamps of this illiterate corner
of the State, to Washington, distant thirty-vight miles ;
and in my way opened fifty-five gates. T was forewurned
that I should meet with muny of these embarrassments,
and 1 opened twenty-two of them with all the patience
and philosophy T ecould muster ; but, when 1 still found
them coming thicker and fuster, my patience and philo-
gophy both alandoned me, and [ saluted every new gute

Wi-—‘—-'—-—-’n—-.-nﬂ- AT N i T e
;"_‘_-' I . . I

(which ohliged me to plunge into the mud to open ity

with iluthnl‘lﬁ less Christian ruiiglmliml thun 1 uught to
have done.  The negroes there are very numerous, and
most wretchedly clud ¢ their whole covering, in many
instances, as=uines the appearanee of neither coat, waist-
coat, nor breeches, but o motley mass of coarse, dirty
woollen rags, of various eolours, gathered up about them.
When I stopped at some of the negro huts to inguire the
road, both men and women huddled up their filthy bundles
of mgs around them, with both arms, in order to cover
their nakedness, and came out, very civilly, to shew
_me the way."
= & T mentioned to you, in my last, that the streets of Nor-
folk were in a most disgraceful state ; but [ was informed,
that, some time before, they had been much worse ; that
at oneé time the news-carricr delivered his papers from a
bout, which he poled nlong through the mire; and that
a party of sailors, having nothing better to do, nctuaslly

lanched u ships Tong boat into the streets, rowing along’
with four oars throngh the mud, while one stood at the,

bow, heaving the lead, and singing out the depth.®
# The geoeral features of North Carcling, whee I

-
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erossed it, nre inimense, solitury pine savannas, through
which the road winds among stugnant ponds, swarming
with alligutors, durk, sluggish crecks, of the colour of
brandy, over which are thrown high wooden bridges,
without railings, wul so erazy and rotten, as vot only to
alarm one’s horse, but also the rider; and to make it a
matter of thanksgiving with both, when they get fairly
over, without going through ; enonnous cypress swamps,
which, to a stranger, have a striking, desolate, and ruinous
appearance,  Pieture to yourself a forest ol prodigious
trees, rising, us thick as they can grow, from a vast, far,
and impenetrable morass, covered for ten feet from the
ground with recds.  The leafless limbs of the cypresses
are clothed with an extraondinary kind of moss, ( Tillandsic
Usnevides, ) from twao to ten feet long, in such guantities,
that fifty men might conceal themselves in one tree.
Nothing in this country struck me with such surprise us
the prospect of severul thousand weres of such timber,
loaded, as it were, with many million tons of tow, waving
in the wind. I attempted to penetrate severul of these
swamps with my gun, in search of something new ; but,
exeept in some chanee places, | found it altogether improe-
ticable. I coasted along their borders, however, in many
places, and was surprised at the great profusion of ever-
grecns, of numberless sorts, and a variety of berries that
I knew nothing of. Here T found multivudes of birds,

that never winter with us in Pennsylvania, living in

abundanee. ™

“ From Wilmington I rode through solitury pine
gavunias and eypress swamps as before ; sometimes thicty,
miles without seeing a hut or human being.  On areiving
at the Wackamaw, Pedee, and Black River, 1 made long
zigzags among the rich nabobs, who live on their rice
plantations, amidst Jurge villages of negro huts.  One of

] i

these gentlemen told me, that, be had ¢ something better
thunesix bundred bead of blucks 1" v i
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“ On the commons, near Charleston, T presided at a
singular feast s The company consisted of two hundred

and thirty-seven carrion erows, { Fultur afrafies,) five or

six dogs, and myzelfy, though 1 only kept order, and left
the eating part entirely to the others. 1 sat so near to
the dead horse, that my feer touched bis; and yet, at one
time, I counted thirty-cight vultures on and within him,
so that hardly an inch of his flesh could be seen for them.
Linnaus and others have confounded this vulture with
the turkey buzzard ; but they are two very distinet species.”

# Huving now visited all the towns within one hundred
miles of the Atluntic, from Maine to Georgin, and done
as much for this bantling book of mine, ns ever author

did for any progeny of his bmin, T now turm my wishful
eye towards home. There is a charm, a melody, in this™

little word fome, which only those know who have
forsaken it to wander among strangers ; exposed to
dangers, fatigues, insults, and impositions, of a thousand
nameless kinds. Perhaps 1 feel the force of this iden
rather more at present than usual, being indisposed with
a slight fever these three days, which a dose of sea
sicknezs, will, I hope, rid me of.”

The second volume was published in January, 1810 ;
and, in the latter end of the same month, the indefatigable
omithologist =ct out for Pittsburg, on his ronte to New
Orleans.  Aflter consulting with his friends on the most

~ eligible mode of descending the Ohio, he resolved, con-
trary to their dissuasions, to venture in a skill by himself,
considering this mode, with all its inconvenicneies, as best
suited to his funde, and most favourable to his researches,
Accordingly, on the 24th of Febroary, he embarked in
his little boar, and bade adien to Pittshurg.

The difficulties which he had to encounterswere such
as, to a less enterprizing traveller, would have been
imsurmountable ; added to which, he had a sevese attack
of dysentery, and was compelled to prosecute his jormey
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notwithstanding his painful amd wenkened condition.  An
Indian, having been made acquainted with his situation,
recommended the eating of strawhberries, which were then
fully ripe, and in great abundance. On this delightful
fruit, and Iluwl_lr laidl CERs lone, he lived for several days
and he artributed his restoration to health to these simple
remedics.

The following serics of extracts [rom letters to Mr
Lawson will be found to contain an exceedingly inter-
esting account of this toilsome and hazardous journey : —

Prrrsnunc, February 22, 1810,

% Dean S, — From this first stage of my ormitholo-
gical pilgrimage, I sit down with pleasure to give you
some account of my adventures sinee we parted. On
arriving at Lancaster, 1 waited on the governor, seeretary
of state, and such other great folks as were likely to be
useful to me. The governor reccived me with civility,
passed some good-natured compliments on the volumes,
and readily added his name to my list. He seems an
active man, of plain good sense, and little ceremony.
By Mr L. T was introduced to many members of both
houses ; but I found them in general such o pitiful,
squabbling, political mob ; so split up, and justling about
the mere formalities of legislation, without knowing any
thing of its realities, that I abandoned them in disgust.
I must, however, except from this censure o few intelligent
individuals, friends to seience, and possessed of Luste, who
treated me with great kindness.

“ Huving a letter from Dr Mulilenberg to o clergyman
in Hanover, I passed on through o well cultivated country,
chiefly inhabited by Germans, to that place, where a
certain judge took upon himself to say, that such a book
s mine ought not to be encouraged, ¢5 it was not within
the reach of the commonalty, and therefore inconsistent
witle our republican institutions! By the same mode of
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reasoning, which I did not dispute, 1 andertoolk to prove
him a greater culprit than myself, in erceting o large elegant

three-story brick house, so much beyond the reach of the N
commonalty, as he called them, and consequently grossly J°

contrary to our republican institutions, 1 hoarmgued
this Solomon of the beneh more seriously ufterwards,
pointing out to him the great influence of science on a
voung rising wation like ours, and particularly the scienee
of nataral history, till be began o shew such symptoms
of inteflect us to seem ashamed of what he had sadd.”

# Gentlemen here nssure me, thut the rond to Chilo-
cothe is impassable on foot, by reason of the freshes, [
have therefore resolved to navigate mysell in o small skiff
which I have bought, and named the Omithologist, down
to Cincinnati, a distance of five bundred and twenty-eight—
miles, intending to visit five or six towns that lie in my
way. From Cincinnati I will eross over to the epposite
shore, and, absndoning my boat, muke my way to Lexing-
ton, where I expect to be ere your letter can reach thut
place.  Were 1 to go by Chilocothe, 1 should misz fiva
towns as large as i, Some say that I ought not to attempt
going down by myself — others think I may. Tam doter-
mined to make the experiment, the expense of hiring a
rower being considerable.  As soon as the ice clears out of
the Alleghany, und the weather will permir, 1 shall shove
off, having every thing in readiness.. I have ransacked
the woods and fields bere, without finding o single bird
new to me, or indecd any thing but a few snow birds and
sparrows. I expect to have something interesting to
communicate in my next,”

“ Having now reached the second stage of my bird-
catching expedition, T willingly sit down to give you some |
account of my adventures and remarks since leaving
Pittshurg : by the aid of a good map, angl your usual

stock of patience, you will be able to listen to my story,
and trace all my wanderings. Though generally dissimded

-
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from venturing by mysell on =0 long n voyage down the

Ohio in an open skifl, T conzidercd this moede, withall
its inconvenienees, ns the most foeourable to my researches,
y and the most suitable to my funds 3 and 1 determined
mecordingly, Two days before my departure, the Alleghany
river was one wide torrent of broken ice, and I caleulated
on expericncing considerable difficulties on this scores
My stock of provisions consisted of some bigseuit and
cheese, and a bottle of cordial, presented me by a gentle-
mian of Pittsburg ; my gun, trunk, and great cost un'ullipd
one end of the boat; 1 had a small tin, oceasionally to
bale ber, and to take my beverage [rom the Ohio with ;
ond, bidding adien to the smoky confines of i, 1
lanched into the stream, wnd soon winded away among
the Lills that every where enclose this noble river.  The
weather woas warnm and serene, and the river, like a
mirror, except where floating masses of ice spotted its
surface, and which required some care to steer clear of §
Lut these, to my surprise, in less than a day's sailing,
totally disappearcd. Fuar from being eoncerned at my
new situation, I felt my heart expand with joy at the
novelties which surrounded me ; T listened with pleasure
to the whistling of the red bird on the banks as 1 passed,
and contemplated the forest seenery, as it receded, with
increasing delight.  The smoke of the numerous sugar
camps, rising lazily among the mountaing, gave great
effect to the varying landseape; and the grotesque log
cabing, that here and there opened from the woods, were
diminished into mere dog-houses by the sublimity of the
impending mountains,  If you suppose to yourself twao
parallel ranges of forest covered hills, whose irregular
summits are seldom more than three or four miles apart,
winding through an immense extent of country, and
enclosing o |;':1.'|_vr half & mile wide, ¢which 'u]_:m'nntdy
washes the steep declivity on ope side, ol leaves a rich,
forest elad Lottom on the other, of a mile or so in breadih,
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immediate successors of the savages, and far below them
in good sense and good manners, os well as comfortable
accommaodations,  An engraved representation of one of
their cabing would form a striking embellisliment to the
pages of the Portfidio, us a specimen of the first order of
Ameriean architecture.”

“ In the afternoon of the 15th, T entered Big Bone
Creck, which being passable only about o quarter of a
wile, I secured my boat, and left my baggage under the
care of a decent fumily vear, and set out on oot five
miles through the woods for the Big Bone Lick, that
great antediluvian rendezvons of the Americin clephants,
This place, which livs ¢ fur in the windings of a sheltered

vale,' afforded me a fund of amusement in shooting ducks }“‘_
4

and paroquers, (of which last 1 skinned twelve, and brought
off two '.~1i_=:1llt}' wounded,} and in examining the ancient
buffale roads to thiz great licking place.  3r Colquhoun,
the proprietor, was not at home; but bis sgent and
manager entertained me a3 well as he was able, and was
much amused with my enthosiasm.  This place is o low
valley, every where surrounded by high hills; in the
centre, by the side of the ereck, iz a quagmire of near an

acre, from which, and another smaller one below, the-

chief part of these large bones huve been taken ; at the
latter places, 1 found numerous fragments of large hones
Iying seattered about.  In pursuing a wounded duck across
this quagmire, 1 had nearly deposited my carcass among
the grunid congregation of mammoths below, having sunk
up to the middle, and had bard struggling to get out.”

# On Friduy the 2dth, T left my baggage with a
merchant of the place [Louisville], to be forwarded by the
first wagon, and set out on foot for Lexington, seventy.
two miles distant.

# Walking here_in wet weather is most execrable, and
iz like travelling on soft soap; a fow days of warm
weather hardens this agaih almost into stone, "';'r’:gnt af

2
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bridges is the greatest ineonvenience to a foot traveller
here.  Between Shelbyville and Franklort, hm'ing gone
out of my way to see n pigeon roost, (which, by the bye,
is the greatest curiosity I have seen since leaving home,)
I waded a deep creek ealled Benson, nine or ten times,
I spent several days in Frankfort, and in mmbling among
the stupendous eliffs of Kentucky river.  On Thursday
evening 1 entered Lexington,

“ In descending the Ohio, I amused mysell with a
poetical narrative of my expedition, which I have eulled
¢ The Pilyrim ;' an extract from which shall close this
Imrg. and I am afraid, tiresome letter.”

“In the woods, [near the banks of the Green river,] Tmet
a soldier, on foot, from New Orleans, who hod been robbed
and plundered by the Chactaws, as he passed through
their nation. * Thirteen or fourteen Indians,’ said he, ¢ sur-
rounded me before I was aware, cut away my canleen,
tore off my hat, took the handkerchicef from my neck, and
the shoes from my feet, and all the money I had from me,
which was about forty-five dollars.'  Such was his story.
e was going to Chilocothe, and seemed pretty nearly
done up.  In the alternoon I erossed another stream, of
about twenty-five yards in width, ealled Little Barren ;
after which, the country began to assume a new and very
singular appearance. ‘The woods, which had hitherto
been stately, now degenerated into mere serubby saplings,
on which not a bud was beginning to unfold, and grew so
apen, thot I could see for a mile through them. No
dead timber or rotten leaves were to be seem, but the
whole face of the ground was covered with rich verdure,
interspersed with a variety of very beautiful flowers, olto-
gether new to me. It seemed as if the whole country
had once been one general level ; but that, from some
unknown caiuse, the ground had been undermined, and
had fallen in,” in innumerable ]:]m_ml., forming regular
funlll‘l-shupmi concavities, of ull dimensions, from twenty

e
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feet in diameter, and six feot in depth, to five handred by
fifty, the surfire or verdure generally unbrolken.  In some
tracts, the surface was entirely destitute of trees, and the
eye was presented with nothing but one’ general neighe
bourhood of these concavities, or, as they are usually
called, sink-holes. At the ecentre, or bottom, of some
of these, openings had been made for water.  In several
places these holes had broken in, on the sides, and even
middle of the road, to an unknown depth; prescating
their grim mouths as if to swallow up the uwwury
traveller. At the bottom of one of those declivities, nt
least fifty feet below the general level, a large rivulet of
pure water issued at once from the mouth of o cave about
twelve feet wide and seven high, A number of very
singulur swect smelling lichens grew over the entrance,
and u pewee hod fixed her nest, like a little sentry-box, on a
projecting shelf of the rock above the water.  The height
and dimensions of the cave continued the same as far as
I waded in, which might be thirty or forty yards; but the
darkness became so great that T was foreed to return, 1
observed numbers of small fish sporting about ; and I
doubt not but these abound even in its utmost subterra-
nean recesses.  The whole of this country, from Green
to Red river, is hollowed out into these enormous coves 3
one of which, lately discovered in Warren county, about
eight miles from the dripping spring, has been explored
for upwards of six miles, extending under the bed of the -
Greenriver.  The entrance to these caves generally com-
menees at the bottom of a sink-hole, and many of them
are used by the inhabitants as ecellars, or spring huust's,
having generally a spring or brook of clear water running % )
through them. I descended into ene of these, belonging
to & Mr Wood, accompanied by the proprietor, who
carried the light. | At first, the darkness was so intense
that I could scarcely see a few feet beyold the circum-
ference of the candle ; biit, after being in for ?:h'ngur six%

P
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minutes, the objects around me began to make their
appearance more distinetly,  The bottom, for fifteen or
twenty yards at first, was so irregular that we had con.
stantly to elimb over large masses of wet and slippery
rocks.  The roof rose in many places to the height of
twenty or thirty feel, presenting all the most irregular
projections of surface, and hanging in gloomy and silent
horror.  We passed numerous chambers, or offsets, which
we did not explore ; and after three bours wandering in
these profound regions of gloom and silence, the particn-
lurs of which would detain me too long, 1 emerged, with
a bandkerchief filled with bats, including one which T have
never seen deseribed ; and o number of extraordinary insects
of the gryllus tribe, with antenne upwards of six inches
long, and which, I am persunded, had never before seen
the light of day, as they fled from it with seeming terror,
and I believe were as blind in it as their companions, the
bats.  Great quantities of native glauber salts are [ound
in these caves, and are used by the country people in the
sme manner, and with equal effeet, as those of the shops,
But the principal produetion is saltpetre, which is procured
from the earth in great abundanee.  The cave in Warren
county, above mentioned, has lately been sold for three
thousand dollars to a saltpetre compuny ; an individual
of which informed me that, from every appearance, this
cave had been known to the Indians many ages ngo;
and had evidently been used for the same purposes. At
the distance of more than a mile from the entrance, the
exploring party, on their first visit, found the roof black-
ened by smoke, and bundles of half burnt canes seattered
about. A bark mockasin, of curious construction, besides
several other Indian articles, were found among the
rubibish. "The earth, also, luy piled in heaps, with great
regularity, as if in preparation for extragting the saltpetre.

i Nun-ul.hsr.nmlmg the miserpble appearance of the tim-
ber ig these barrens, the soil, to my astonishment, produced

el
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the most losuriant fields of corn and wheat T had ever
before met with, But ene great disndvantage is the want
of water ; for the whole running streams, with which the

surface of this country evidently once abownded, have |

been drained off to a great depth, and now murmur among
these lower regions secluded from the day. One forenoon
1 rode nineteen miles without seeing water ; while my
fuithful horse looked round, but in vain, at every hollow,
with & wishful and languishing eye, for that precious
element.  These barrens fumished me with execllent
sport in shoating grouse, which abound here in great
pumbers ; and in the delightful groves, that here and
there rise majestically from these plaing, I found many
new subjects for my Omithology. T observed all this
day, far to the right, a mnge of high, rocky, detached hills,
or knobs, as they are culled, that skirt the barrens, as if
they had been once the bowndaries of the great lake that
formerly covered this wast plain. These, T was told,
abound with stone, coal, and copperas. I crossed Big
Barren river in a ferry-boat, where it was about one
hundred yards wide ; and passed a small village called
Bowling Green, near which 1 rode my horse up to the
summit of one of these high insulated rocky hills, or
knobs, which overlooked an immense circumference of
country, spreading around bare and leafless, except where
the groves appeared, in which there is usually water.
Filteen miles from this, induced by the nmovel charmacter
of the country, I put up for several days at the house of
a plous and worthy preshyterion, whenee I made exeur-

sions, in all directions, through the surrounding country. 4

Between this and Red River the country had a bare and
desolate appearance.  Caves continued to be numerous ;
and report made some of them places of concealment for
the dead bodies of eertain strangers who had disappeared
there.  One of these lies near the banks of the Red
River, and belongs to a person of the name of —e—u

/
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aman of notoriously bad character, and strangly suspected,
even by his neighbours, of lhaving committed a foul
murder of this &ind, which was related to me, with all its
minutice of horrors.  As this man’s house stands by the
roadside, T was induced by motives of cutimity to stop
and take a peep of him. On my arvival 1 found twao
persans in conversation under the pinzza, one of whom
informed me that he was the landlord.  He was o dark
mulatto, rather above the common size, inclining to
corpulency, with legs small in proportion to his size, and
walked lume.  His countenance bespoke a soul eapable of
deeds of darkness. I had not been three minutes in com-
pany, when he invited the other man (whe I understood
was @ traveller) and myself o walk back and see his cave,
to which I immediately consented.  The entrance is in the
perpendicular front of a rock, behind the house ; has a door,
with a lock and key to it, and was erowded with pots of
milk, placed near the running stream.  The roof and sides
of solid rock were wet and dropping with water, Desiring
to walk before with the lights, I followed, with my
hand on my pistol, reconnoitring on every side, and
listening to his description of its length and extent.  Afrer
examining this horrible vault for forty or fifty yards, he
declined going any farther, complaining of & rhenmatism ;
and I wow first pereeived that the other person had staid
behind, and that we two were alone together.  Confident
in my means of self-defence, whatever mischicl the devil
might suggest to him, 1 fixed my eye steadily on his, and
observed to him, that be could not be ignorant of the
reports cireulated about the country relative to this cave,
¢ I suppose,’ said I, * you know what I mean 2* ¢ Yes,
I understand you," returncd he, without appearing the
least embarrassed, —* that 1 killed somebody, and threw
them into thiseave, I ean tell you thit whole beginning
of that dhmned lie,® said he ; mod, without moving from
the sfiot, he detailed to me a long story, which would Gl
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balf my letter, to little purpose, and which, with other
particulars, I shall reserve for your amuscment when we
meet. I osked him why he did not get the cave examined
by three or four reputable neighbours, whose report might
rescue bis chormcter from the sospicion of having com-
mitted =0 horrid a erime. e acknowledged it would be
well enough 1o do so, but did not seem to think it worth
the trouble ; and we returned as we advanced, —— walk-
ing before with the lights.  Whether this man Le guilty
or not of the transaction laid to hiz choarge, I know not ;
bue his manners and aspect are such as by no ncans to
allay suspicion.”

i About three weeks ago, 1 wrote to you from Nasha
ville, enclosing three sheets of drawingz, which I hope
you have received. T was, ot that time, on the point of
setting out for St Louis ; but, being detained a week by
constant and heavy mins, and considering that it would
add four hundred miles to my journcy, and detain me at
least a month, and the season being already fur advanced,
and no subseribers to be expected there, I abandoned the
idea, and prepared for a journey through the wilderness,
1 was advised by many not to attempt it alone— that the
Indians were dangerous, the swamps and rivers almost
impuzsnble without assistance ; and a thousand other
bobgobling were conjured up to dissuade me from going
alone. DBut I weighed all these matters in my own mind ;
and, attributing o great deal of thiz to vulgar fears and
exagperated reports, T equipt myself for the attempt. I
rode an excellent horse, on which 1 could depend. T had
a loaded pistol in each pocket, a loaded fowling picce
belted across my shoulder, a pound of gunpowder in my
flask, and five pounds of shot in my belt. T bought some
bisenit and dried beef, and, on Friday morning, Moy 4,
I lefe Nashville. *About half a mile from tewn I olserved
a poor negro with two wooden legs, huilding himself a
cabin in the woods. Supposing that this journey Taight

A —

-

-



ALEXANDER WILSON. 1xvii

afford you and my friends some amusement, T kept o
particulur aceount of the various oceurrences, and shall
- tramseribe some of the most interesting, omitting every
~thing relative te my ornithologieal excursions and disco-
veries, us maore suitnble for another oceasion.  Eleven
miles from Nushville 1 eame to the Great Harpath, a
stream of about fifty yords wide, which was running with
great violence. I could not discover the entrunce of the
ford, owing to the rains and inundations.  There was
no time to be lost; I plunged in, and almoest imme-
diately my horse was swimming. T set his head aslant
the current, and, being strong, be soon landed me on the:
other side.  As the weather was warm, I rode in my wet
clothes without any ineonvenicnce.  The country to-tuy
Wi i ]rL'rj‘H:tull'l sueeession of steep hills and low hottoms 3
1 erossed ten or twelve large erecks, one of which 1 swam
with my horse, where he was near being entangled among
some bad drift woeod. Now and then a solipery farm
apencd from the weods, where the negro children were
running niked about the yards, T also passed along the
north side of o high hill, where the whole timber had been
prostrated by some terrible hurricane, 1 lodged this night
in a miner's, who told me he had been engaged in forming
no less than thirteen companies for hunting mines, oll of
whom lad left him. I advised him to follow his farm, as
the surest vein of ore he could work., Next day ( Satur-
day) I first observed the cane growing, which increased
until the whole woods were full of it.  The road this duy
winded along the high ridges of mountaing that divide the
waters of the Cumberland from those of the Tennesce.
I passed fow houses to-day ; but met severnl parties of
boatmen retnrming from Natchezs and New Orleans, who
gave me such an aceount of the road, and the diMicolties
they had met with, as served to stiffen my resolution to
be prepared for every thing. , These men were as dicty
as Fottentots ; their dress, a shirt and trousers of canvass,
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black, greasy, and sometimes in tatters; the skin bumnt
wherever exposed to the sun 3 each with o budger, wrapt up
in an old blanket ; theie beards, eighteen days old, added to
the singularity of their appearanee, which was altogether
savage.  These people eame from the various tributary
streams of the Olio, hired at forty or fifty dollurs a-trip,
to return back on their own expenses.  Some had upwards
of cight bundred miles to travel.  When they come to o
stream that is unfordable, they coast it for a fallen tree ;
if that eannot be had, they enter with their budget on
their head, and, when they lose bottom, drop it on their
shoulders, and take to swimming. They bave sometimes
fourteen or fifteen of such streams to pass in a day, and
mprasses of several miles in length, that T bave never
geen equalled in eny country. T lodged this night at one’
Dobbins, where ten or twelve of these men lny on the
floor. As they serambled up in the morning, they very
generally complained of being unwell, for which they gave
an odd reason—lying within doors, it being the first of
fifteen nights they hod been so indulged. Next morning,
(Sunday,) I rode six miles to a man's of the name of
Grinder, where our poor friend Lewis perished. »

“ In the same room where he expired, [ took down from
Mrs Grinder the particulars of that melancholy event,
which uffected me extremely. This house, or cabin, is
seventy-two miles from Nashville, and is the last white
“ man's as you enter the Indian country.  Governor Lewis,
she said, came thither about sunset, alone, and inquired if
be could stay for the night; and, alighting, brought his
saddle into the house. He was dressed in a loose gown,
white, striped with blue, On being asked if he eame

® "t s hardly necessary to state thai this was the brave and
eaterpricing traveller Thn-ul Jjourney, across the Roeky "i‘lnu.ntaj_rq-
to the Pacific Ocean, has abinlned for im well meFited rrlllIJrI.tr
The true canss of his commimting the rash desd, 5o fl:tlin-g!r
detailed above, is not yet known to the publie™
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alone, he replied, that there were two servants behind,
who would soon be up.  He ealled for some spirits, and
drank u very little.  When the servants arrived, one of
whom wos a negro, he inguired for his powder, saying
he was sure he had some powder in u canister. The
gervant gave no distinet reply, snd Lewis, in the mean
while, walked backwards and forwards before the door,
talking to himself. Sometimes, she said, he seemed as if
he were walking up to her, and would suddenly wheel
round, and walk back us fast as he could.  Supper being
ready, be sat down, but bad caten only a few mouthfuls,
when be started up, speaking to himself in a violent
manner. At these times, she says, she observed his face
to flush as if it had come on him in o fit.  He lighted his
pipe, and, drawing a chair to the door, sat down, saying to
Mrs Grinder, in o kind tone of voice, * Madam, this isna
very pleasant evening.'  He smoked for some time, but
quitted his seat, and traversed the yard as before. He
again sat down to his pipe, seemed again composed, and,
easting his eyes wistfully towards the west; observed what
a sweet evening it was.  Mrs Grinder was preparing o
bed for him ; but he said he would sleep on the tloor, and
desired the servants to bring the bear sking and buililo
robe, which were immedinstely spread ont for him ; and, it
being now dusk, the woman went off to the kitchen, and
the two men to the barn, which stands about two hundred
yards off. The kitehen is only a few paces from the room
where Lewis was ; and the woman, being considerably
alarmed by the bebaviour of her guest, could not sleep, but
listened to bim walking backwards and forwards, she thinks,
for several bours, and talking aloud, as she said, ¢ like a
lawyer.' She then heard the report of a pistol, and some-
thing fall heavily on the floor, and the words, ¢ O Lord 1!
Immediately afterwards, she heard another pistol ; and, in
n fow minutes, she heard himgat her door, calling out,
¢ O Aladum ! give me some water, and heal my wounds,’

R
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The logs being open, and unplastered, she saw him stagzer
back, and fall against a stump that stands between the

kitchen and the room. He erawled for some distanes;
ruised himsell by the side of a tree, where he sat about 8

minute.  He onee more got to the room ; aflterwards, he
came to the kitchen door, but did not speak ; she then
beanl him scraping the bucket with a gourd for water, but
it appeared that this eooling element wus denied the dying
man!  As soon as day broke, and not before, the terror
of the woman having permitted him to remain for two
bours in this most deplorble situation, she sent two of
ber children to the barm, her hushund not being ot home,
to bring the servants ; and, on going in, they found him
lying on the bed. He uncovered his side, and shewed
them where the bullet had entered ; a picce of the fore-
head was blown off, and had exposed the brains, without
having bled much, He begged that they would take his
rifle and blow out his bruinz, and he wonld give them all
the moncy he had in his trunk. He often said, 1 am na
coward ; but T am so strong, so hard to die ! He begged
the servant not to be afraid of him, for that be would not
burt him. He expired in about two hours, or just as the
sun rose above the trees.  He lies burded close by the
COMMmMon |1.LI]| witha few loose mils thrown over his grave.
I gave Grinder money to put a post fence round it, to
shelter it from the hogs and from the wolves, and he gave
me his written promise that he would do it. T left this
place in a very melancholy mood, which was not much
ollayed by the prospect of the gloomy and savage wilder-
ness which I was just entering alone.

“ 1 was roused from this melancholy reverie by the
roaring of Buffulo river, which 1 forded with considernhle
difficulty. I passed two or three solitary Indian huts in the
course of the day, with a few acres of open Jand at each ;
but so wretchedly eultivaged, that they just muke out

ty raise maize enough to keep in existence.  They poited.

Fa
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me out the distances by holding up their fingers.  This is
the country of the Chickasaws, though erroncously luid
down in some gnaps as that of the Cherokees. 1 slept

“ this night in one of their huts : the Indinns spread a deer

skin for me on the floor ; 1 made u pillow of my portman-
tean, and slept tolerably well @ an old Indian laid bimseld
down near me,"

“ This day, { Wednesduy,) 1 passed through the most
horrid swamps I had ever seen. These are covered with
a prodigious growth of canes and high woods, which,
together, shut out almost the whoele light of day, for
miles.  The banks of the deep and sluggish creeks, that
aecupy the eentre, are precipitous ; where [ had often o
plunge my horse seven feet down, into a bed of deep clay,
up to his belly, from which nothing but great strength nnd
exertion coulil have rescued him ; the opposite shiore was
equally bad, and beggars all deseription,  For an extent
of several miles, on both sides of these crecks, the durk-
ness of night obscures every object around.*”

“ On Saturday, I passed a number of most execrable
swamps ; the weather was extremely warm, and I had been
attacked by something like the dysentery, which oceasioned
a constant burning thirst, and weakened me greatly.
I stopt this day frequently to wash my head and throat
in the water, to allay the burning thirst ; amd, putting on
my bat without wiping, reccived considerable relief from
it. Sinece crossing the Tennesee, the woods have been
interspersed with pines, and the =soil has become more
sandy. This day I met a Captain Hughes, a traveller,
on his return from Santa Fee. My complaint inereased
g0 much, that I could scarcely sit on horselack ; and, all
might, my mouth and throat were parched with a burning
thirst and fever.  On Sunday, I bought some raw eggs,
which I ate, pnd repeated the dose at mid-day, and towards
evening, sud found great benefit from this simple remedy.
1 irquired, all along the road, for fresh eggs, and, for nearly

a
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n week, made them almost my sole food, till T completed
my cure.  The water in these eane swamps is little better
than poizon ; and, under the heat of o bugning sun, and
the fatignes of travelling, it is dificult to repress the ‘)r‘!
urgent calls of thirst. On the Wednesday following, 1
was assailed by a tremendous storm of rain, wind, and
lightning, until I and my horse were both blinded by the
deluge, and unable to go on. I sought the first most
open place, and, dismounting, stood for balf an hour under
the most profuse heavenly shower-bath I ever enjoyed.
The roaring of the storm was terrible ; severnl trees
around me were broken off, and torm up by the roots, and
those that stood were bent almost to the ground ; limbs
of trees, of several hundred-weight, flew past, within a 'JlL___‘
few yards of me, and I was astonished how I escaped.~
I would rather take my chance in o field of battle, than
in such a tornado again.

“ On the fourteenth day of my journey, at noon, I
arrived at this place, [Nutchez, Mississippi territory,]
having overcome every obstacle, alone, and without being
acquainted with the country ; and, what surprised the
boatmen more, without whisky., On un averaze, T met
from forty to sixty boatmen every day, returning from this
place and New Orleans. The Chickasaws are o friendly,
inoffensive people, and the Chactaws, though more re-
served, are equally harmless.  Both of them treated me

~ with civility, though I several times had occasion to pass
through their camps, where many of them were drunk.
The paroquet which I earried with me was a continual

fund of amusement to all ages of these people; and, ~=—-

as they crowded around to look at it, gave me an oppor- |
tunity of studying their physivgnomies without breach of
good manners,™

Writing to his hrother, David, in the same year, he
thus expresses his views, feglings, and hopes: —« By the
first opportunity, I will transmit a trifle to our old father,
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whose existence, so fur from being forgotten, is us dear
to me as my own. But, David, un ambition of being
distinguished in the literary world has required sacrifices
and exertions from me with which you are unaequainted ;
and a wish to rench the glorious rock of independence,
that I might from thence assist my relatives, who are
struggling with, and buffeting the billows of adversity, has
engnged me in an undertaking more laborious and extensive
than you are aware of, and lns occupicd almost every
moment of my time for several years.  Since Februory,
1810y I have slept, for severnl weeks, in the wilderness
alone, in an Indion country, with my gun and my pistols
in my Dosom; and bave found mysell so reduced by
gickness, us to be scarcely able to stand, when not within
300 miles of o white settlement, and under the burning
lutitude of 25 degrees, T have, by resolution, surmounted
all these, and other obstacles, in my way to my u'l.rjl:ct,
anid pow begin to see the blue sky of independence open
argund me”

Before concluding the acecount of this, his most exten-
sive journey, we may present a few extracts [rom his
Journal, given by the American Biographer, ns specimens
of the diversified trestment which he experienced, —at
times cold and forbddding, at times civil and kind, sccor-
ding to the babits, dizpositions, and civilization of those
with whom he met.

“ March 9.—Visited a number of the literati and
wealthy of Cineinnati, who all told me, that they would
think of it, viz. of subseribing ; they are a very thought-
ful people.

“ Afurch 17.—Rained and hailed all last night. Set
off at eight o'elock, after emptying my boat of the deluge
of water; rowed hard all day 3 at noon recruited mysclf
with some biseuits, L]’lEEEI'.', and Amgrican wine ; reach
the falls; night sets in ; hear th{.- roaring of the rapids ;
aftes excessive hard work, arrived ut Bear Gruss Creck, and
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fastened my boat to a Kentucky one ; take my baggage,
and grope my way to Louisville; put up st the Indian
Queen Tavern, and gladly sit down to rest myself, ]

% March 18.—Rose quite refreshed.  Found a number f
of land-speculutors here; titles to lands in Kentucky
subject to great disputes,

“ Murch 20.—Set out this afternoon with the gun;
killed nothing new. People in taverns bere devour their
meals ; many shopkeepers board in taverns @ also boat-
men, land-speculators, merchanes, &e.  No naturulists to
keep me company.

“ Good country this for luzy fellows : they plant corn,
turn their pigs into the woods, and in the autumn feed
upon corn and pork ; they lounge ubout the rest of the
year, L~

& March 24. — Weather cool.  Walked to Shelbyville
to breakfest. Passed some mizerable log-houses in the
midst of rich fields.  Called at o *Squire C.%s, who was
rolling logs ; =at down beside him, but was not invited in,
though it was about noon.

% Mareh 29, — Finding mw bagzage not likely to come
on, 1 set out from Frankfort for Lexington.  The woods
swarm with pigs, squirrels, and woodpeckers.  Arrived
cxeeedingly fatigued.

“ Wherever you go, you hear people talking of buying
and selling land ; no readers, all eraders, —the Yankees,
wherever you find them, are all traders ; found one here,
# house-carpenter, who came from Mussachusetts, and
brought some barrels of apples down the river from
Penusylvanin to this town, where be employs the negro
women to hawk them about the strects, ut thirty-seven T
and a half cents per dozen.

“ Restless, speculating set of mortals here, full of lnw-
suitss mo great readers, even of folitics or newspapers,

“ The sweet courtesies of life, the innumerable civilities
in deeds and conversations, which cost one so little are

PR TR ——
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seldom found here.  Every man you mect with has either

some land to buy or sell, some lawsuit, some coarse
hemp or corn to dispose of, and, il the conversation do not

lead to auy ol these, he will foree it.  Strangers here

receive less civilities than in any place 1 have ever been
i, The respect due to the futigues and privations of
travellers is nowhere given, because every one has met
with as much, and thinks he bas seen more than any otlier.
No one listens to the adventures of another without
interrupting the narrative with his own ; so that, instead
of an anditor, he becomes a competitor in adventure-
telling. So mauy adventurers, also, continually wandering
nbout bere, injure the manners of the people ; for avarice
pid knavery prey most freely and safely upon passengers
wlll}[l’l LIIQ!?'I:I'II.I.}" never moect ugnin.

# These few observations are written in Salter White's
garret, with little or no fire, wood being a scarce article
hiere, the forest being a full balf mile distant.

“ Aprd 9, — Court held to-day, lurge concourse of
people ; not less than one thousand horses in town,
hitched to the side posts; no food for them all day,
Horses selling by avction.  Negro woman sold same way,
My reflections while stunding by and hearing her cried :
¢ Three hundred and twenty-five dollurs for this woman
and boy ! going ! going!* Woman end boy afterwards
weep.  Damned, damned slavery! this is one infernal
custom which the Virginians bave brought into this
country. Hude and barbarous appearunce of the erowd.
Hopkins's double eutters much wanted heve,

“ April 10. — Was introduced to several young ladies
this afternoon, whose agreeable society formed a most
welvome eontrast to that of the lower orders of the other
sox. Mrs —— on amiable, excellent lady ; think that

suvagd ignomnee, rudeness, und boorishness, was never 50
contrusted b female sweetness, affubilicy, and intelligence,

" Apni' 12, — Went  this Lvnullg to drink tea with

-
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Mr ——; was introduced to Mrs —, 0 most lovely,
accomplished, nnd interesting woman.  Her good sense
and lively intelligence, of a enst far superior to that of
almost any woman 1 have ever seem. © She is mod~)
unfortunately unwell, with o nervous compluint, which ™
affects her head,  She told me, most feelingly, that the
spring, which brings joy to cvery other being, brings
sorrow to her, for, in winter, she is always well,

“ April 25. — Breakfosted at Walton's, thirteen miles
from Nashville, This place is a fine rich hollow, watered
by & charming, clear ercek, that never fils.  Went up o
Madison's lick, where I shot three paroquets and some
small birds,

“ Aprd 28, — Set out early, the hospitable landlord, *
Tsaae Walton, refusing to take any thing for my fare, or_»~—
that of my horse, saying, * You scem to be tmvelling for
the good of the world ; and I cannat, I will not, charge
you any thing. Whenever you come this way, call and
stay with me ; you shall be welcome ! This is the first
instance of such hospitality which I have met with in
the United States.

% Wednesday, May 33, — Left Natchez, after procuring
twelve subscribers ; and, having received a kind letter of
inyitation from Williwm Dunbar, Esq. I availed myself
of his goodness, and rode nine miles along the usual road
to his house; where, though confined to his bed by a
eevere indisposition, I was received with great hospitality
and kindness ; hal a neat bedroom assigned me, and was
requested to consider myself as at home during the time
I should find it convenient to stay in exploring this part
of the country "=

b= i

S

* The letter above mentioned is worthy of transeription. It
is as follows r —

“ Sim,—It is very unfortunate that T should be =0 much
indisposed as to be ‘confined to my bedroom ; nevertheless, 1
caneot give up the idea of having the pleasure of seving you, a3

a
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In seprember, 1812, Wilson dirceted his steps eastward,
to visit his subseribers;, ol ioerease, i possible, their
number,  Dhring  this  excursion, he met with  the

¥ following ludidrous adventure ; — At Haverhill the good
people observing a stranger among them, of very inquisitive
libits, and who evineed particular earnestness in exploring
the country, vime to the saere conelusion, that he wasa
spy from Canuds, employed “in tiking sketehes of the
place, to fecilitate British iovasion. It was, therefore,
thm:ght essentinl to the pulilie !-El.ﬁ'l!.",, that he shonld he
apprebended ; and be was aecordingly token into enstody :
but the magistrate before whom he was brouglht, on being
miade aeqeainted with bis chareter and pursuits, imme-
;  dlintely dismissed bim, with many apologies for the harm-
- Tpss and patriotic mistake,
In 1812, hie was elected a member of the American
Philosophical Socicty ; and in the following year, iy the

soon a% you find it convenient.  The perusal of your first volume
of {}rm'.fﬁrlfi:ﬂ_l,r. lent mie |!I:r‘ Gieneral Wilkineon, has irrru]un_-ll i
me avery great desive of making your sequaintance.

“ T understamd from my boy, that you propose going, in a few
tlays, to New Orleans,” where vou will see some smull cabinets
of natural history that may intevest you.  Bat, as 1 presome it
i vour intention to proscente your inguiries into the interior
of our eountry, this cannot be done better than from my lonse
us yvonr hoad-yuarters, where every thing will be male con-
venment to your wishes, My house stands literally in the forest,
and your Beautiful orioles, with other elegant birds, are our
l.'ﬂ'l:th-_\'.'lnl l!-|-|||||-.|||.i|:|-r|.-\-.

“ The bearer attends you with a couple of horses, ,on the
supposition that it may be convenient for vou to visit us to-day ;
otherwise, e shall wait on yon any other day that yon shall
appoint, — 1 am respectfully, &e. Witntam Duxnsan.

~xr ¢ Forest, 26th May, 18107

“ This excellent gentleman,” eontinues the American lio-
grapher, # whose hospitality was thus promptly excited, has
since pail the debt of nature; and his gratefol guese fomlly
cherishisd, to thiglast hour of his existence, e remembrance af
those happy mements which were passed in his society, and in
that of his amiable awl accomplished fumily.”

J
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month of August, he had succeeded in completing the
literury materials of the eighth. volume of his splendid
work., His progress had been greatly facilitated by his

having resided for o consideralile part of Ilm-}'m:hﬁ 1811-12 ‘r

at the Botanie Garden, with his friend Mr Dartrom.
There, remote from the noise, bustle, and intermption of
the town, he was enabled to dispose of his tine to the
best sdvantage ; occasionally  solacing his  mind  with
friendly converse, and recruiting hiz overworn und sinking
frame by healthful mmbles throvgh the neighbouring
womds, He pow enjoyed the satistaction of knowing
that his labours had npot been in vain, and that the value
of his great work was generally appreciated 3 for, although

enianating from u republieon country, there wans not at ™
: ; : i
this period a crowned head in Euwrope who had not4

become o subscriber to the Awerican Ornithology.

In the ewrly part of the year 1813, the seventh
volume was published ; and its indefatigable author imme-
diately commenced his preparations for the next. Dut,
unfortunately, his intense anxiety to conclude his under-
taking impelled him into an excess of toil, which, howeyer
inflexible his mind, his bodily strength was unable to
bear. This was occasioned chieily by his finding it
impossible to procure sufficiently skillul assistants to
relieve bim from the lsbour of colouring his plates.
Those who oceasionally made the attempt excited his
disgust by their glaring caricatures of what were in-
tended to be modest imitations of simple nature.  Henee,
much of lis time was spent in the irksome and harassing
employment of inspecting and correcting the imperfections
qof others ; while this waste of his stated periods of labour
was supplicd by deep encroachments on those hours which
Nature claims us her own, conscerates to rest, amd will
not forego without a struggle ; and which all, who would
preserve unimpaired the vigour of their mind and body,
must respect.  Aguinst this intense and destruetive appli-
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ention, his friends failed not to admonish him; but (o
their entreaties he would moke this ominous reply,—
“ Life is short, and without exertion nothing can ‘be
performed,™  Tn the last letter which he is nnderstood ta
have written to his [riends in Paisley, after sympathizing
with his correspondent on the death of a son, he makes
the following melancholy statement regarding his own
declining health : —* 1 am myself fur from being in good
health.  Intense application to study has hurt me much.
My Bth volume is now in the press, and will he published
in November. One volume more will complete the whole"

At length, amid these acenmulated and hurnssing toils,
he was a=sailed by a discase, which his vital powers were
now oo much enfeebled successfully to resist.  The
dysentery, his former foe, renewed its deadly assanlts ;
and after o few duays® illness, notwithstanding the combined
effurts of science and friendship, terminated the mortal
carcer of Alesainder Wilson, the American Omithologist,
on the 23d of August, 1813, consequently in the 45th
year of his nge.®  # The moment,” says his rother, who
had a few years previously joined him in Ameriea, * that
I heard of hiz sickoess, I went to the eity, and found
him speechless : T eanght his hand : he feemed to know
me, amd that was all.  He died next -morning, ot nine
o'elock, and was buried next day with all the honours due
to hiz merit. The whole of the sciemtific characters,
along with the clergy of all denominati
funeral.  The Columbia Society of Fine Arts, of which
he was o member, walked in procession before the hearse,

mig, attended the

* The following was stoted a= the more immediate cavse of
Wilson's final illoess, by one of his Americin (Hends, who
wvisited Seotlaml] some YELrsS ag0 1 — While he was nillillg in thi
liouse of one of his fricnds, enjoying the pleasures of conversation,
he ehianesd to see a bind of a rare speetes, for one of which i
had Jomg been in seareh. With bis wsual enthusinsm he rap
out, fu]ll::u.rcll it, swam across o river, over which it hal fown,
fired at, Killal, and obtained the ul'l?qiut of lis eager pursuit ; bt
cauglit a cold, which, bringing on dvseatery, euded in his death,

N I — R T
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and wore erape round their arms for thirty day="  His:
remains were deposited in the cemetery ol the Swedish
Churel, in the distriet of Southwark, Philadelplia.
While in the enjoyment of health, he bad, ina conversa-
tion with a friend on the subject of death, expressed a
wish to be buried in some rural spot, saered to peace and
solitude ; whither the cherms of nature might fnvite the
steps of the votary of the muses and the lover of science,
anid where the birds might sing over his grave. It has been
matter of regret to those of his frends o whom was
confided the mournful duty of ordering his funerl, that
this desire had not been made known to them, othenwise
it should have been piously observed. A plain marble
tomb marks where his dust reposes, on which appears the
following inseription : —

THIS MOSUMEXT
COVERS THE REMAIXS oF
ALEXANDER WILSOX,
AUTHORL OF THE
AMERICAYN ORNITHOLOGY.
HE WAS BODEN 1IN R'ENI"JI.E“'EII[I.E‘, SCOTLATD,
OX ThE Gry sury, 17663
EMIGRATED TO THE UNITED STATES
IN THE yYoan 1704 ;
AXD DIED 1IN J.'IHL.\DKI'.-TI".".,
OF THE DYSENTERT,
ox T 20 AvcvsT, 1813,
AGED 47,

Part of the cighth volume of the Oruithology having
been put throogh [hﬂ- press before the anthor's death, the
remainder ‘was edited hy his friend Mr George Ord,
F.I.8. and published in Januery, 1814. The ninth
volume made its wppearance in May, 1814, the plates
having been printed and goloured under Wilsons own
superintendance, and the 18tter-press supplied by Mr Ord,
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who was well gqualified o perform this office for his
devensed Triend, baving been his companion in several
expeditions for procuring specimens, and collecting the
information from which the deseriptions of the binds were
drewn up. This coneluding volume contained a Life of
Wilson, from the pen of the editor.

As it has been all along our objeet to place Wilson
before the render, either as he ropresented himself in bis
Journals and letters, or as he was represented by those who,
being personplly acquainted with him, had the best means
of knowing bim accurately, we think it proper to make
some extracts from the charcter which his American
hiographer has drwi, evidently from his own knowledge.

“ It may not,” says he, “ be going too far to maintuin,
that in no age or nation has there ever arisen one more
eminently qualified for o paturalist, than the subject of
these memoirs. e was not only an enthusinstic admirer
of the works of crestion; but he was consistent in
research, ond permitted no dangers or fatigues to abate
ki ardour, or relux his exertions, e inured Limsell to
hardships by frequent and laborious exercise, and was
never more happy than when employed in some enterprize,
which promised, from its dificultics, the novelties of
discovery.  Whatever was obtained with ease, nppearced
to him comparatively uninteresting ; the aequisitions of
labour alone seemed worthy of his ambition. He was no
closet philosopher; he was indebted for his idens, not to
books, but to nature.  Iis perseverance was uncommaon ;
and, when engaged in any particular pursuit, be never
would relinguish it while there was n chanee of success,
His powers of observation were acute, and his judgment
seldom erred.  "That his industry was great, his work will
ever testify ; and our astonishment may well be excited,
that so much should have been performed in so short &
time. A single individualy without patron, fortune, or
redvmpense, nccomplished, in the short space of seven years;

|
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as much nz the combined body of Furopean naturalists
hove mken n cenfuery to achiove. The colleetion and
discovery of these birds were the fruits ofs many months
of unwearied rescarch: amongst forests, swomps, and
momsses, exposed to all the dangers, privations, and
fatigues incident to such an ondertaking. What but o
remarkable passion for the pursait, joined with an ardent
desire of fame, conld bave supported a solitary individual
in lubours of body and mind, compared to which the
bustling avoeations of common life are mere Loliday
activity or reereation !

# Alr Wilson was possessed of the nicest sense of
honour,  Tnall his dealings, he was not only serupulously
just, but highly generous. His venemtion for truth was
exemplary. . His disposition was social and aflectionate,
His benevolence was extensive,  He was remarkably
temperite in eating and drinking ; his love of retirement
preserving him from the contaminating influence of the
convivial cirele.  But, as no one is perfect, Mr Wilson
partock, in a small degree, of the weakness of humanity.
He was of the genus irritabile, and was obstinate in opinion,
It ever gave him pleasure to acknowledge ervor, when the
conviction resulted from hiz own judgment alone ; but he
could ot endure to be told of his mistakes. Hence his
associutes had to be sparing of their eriticisms, through a
fear of forfeiting his friendship.. With almost all his
friends, he had occasionally, arising from a collision of
opinion, some slight misunderstanding, which was soon
passed over, lenving no. disagreeable fmpression. Dut
an act of disrespect, or wilful injury, he would seldom
forgive.”

Thus far the American biographer ; and, though the
sketch be one drawn by the hand of a friend, its outline
is £0 consistent with the tenor of his life, shat we ean-
not doubt its sccuracy. personal appenrance, he is
deseribed a3 baviog been® will, (five feet ten or eldyen

¥ -
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inches, ) handsome and vigorous, inclining to the slender,
rither than the athletie. Even when a poor Paisley weaver,
he was remarable for neatness of appearance, and for an
air superior to his condition —as if the native dignity of his
mind shone through his mien and bearing.  His counte-
nance, tinged with melancholy, was expressive of deep
reflection 3 his eye, pencteating and intelligent, especially
when engaged in conversation.  His eychrows were
strikingly arched, and his Lair, which was dark and glossy,
hiung down over his shoulders.®  Strong good sense, high
maorat worth, and a lofty spirit of independenee, were the
characteristic features of his mind,  His conversational
powers were greatly superior to those of the men with
whom he was ecenstomed to associate ; amd he acquired,
in consequence, like Barns, somewhat of o dictatorial
manner, ‘There was a quickness, a strength, and an
otiginality in his remarks, indicating mental endowments
of a very high order ; and where did ever such endowments
exist, without their possessor being conscious of their
presence ? In no respect was bis eharacter more estimable,

* Such is the nccount of his personal appearance, which we
have been able to draw from the recollections of his friends in
this country ; and it seems borne out by the engraving prefixed
to this volume, the original of which was painted James
Craw, when Wilson was in his twenty-secomd year.  The parti-

cenlars preserved by his American biographer possess no litile
interest, exhibiting him as he wos at a more advaneed period of
life, when woving in a more intelligent elass of society than
his vouth had been aecustomed to, and engaged in his fivourite
vesearches among the woods: * In his person,” says Alr Onl,
# he was of a middle stature, of a thin habit of body ; his cheek-
bones projected, and his eyes, though hollow, displayed consi-
derable vivacity aml intelligence 3 Lis coamplexion was sallow,
his mien thmsngl‘ui ; his features were conrse, and there was a
dash of vulgarity in ki= pi-yiiugnumf, which struck the observer
at the first view, but which fiiled to impress one on acquaintance.
His walk was quick when travelling, —sq much so, that it was
difficult for & eompanion to keep pace with him ; but when in
the forest, in pursuit of birds, he*yas deliberate and attentive —
b fras, as it were, all eyes, and %:un." 24
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than in the strength, gencrosity, mul permanence of his
friendships. Notwithstanding his poetical feelings and

aspirations, love, as has already been remarked, scemid ta - ¢
have no abiding residence in his bosom, if indeed its power = J
had ever mude any sensible encroachment on that busy

domain., Though he mingled much in society, and that, i

at one period of his life, by no means very sclect, he was
n stranger to every species of dissipation ; and, while he {
passed through many scencs of trial and tempeation, he ]
bore away all the good that might be obiained from each, |'
without incurring the contamination of their evil.  Per-
haps his high morul purity arose, ina great measure, from
the absence of overmastering passion ; and this was the
result of that mental strueture which constituted inteffoct A— .
his predominating fuculty. The same may be the expla- !
nation of that apparent contradiction in his eharnotor—a |
poet, and not a lover.  In elucidation of this conjecture; .
we beg to offer & very few remarks, considering it a mentul 1
4
L

phenomenon well worth investigation.

The two leading principles of Wilson'’s mind uneques-
tionably were, the love of fame, and the love of knowledge,
hoth resulting from the conscious possession of high
intelleet.  The union of these principles tended to give
his character an ideal elevation, and to impress it with a i
strong love of power. and desire of eminence. In the
mind where these predominate, it is obvious that there
ean be little space for the abode of any aim or passion of .
less aspiring, or of weaker nature.  Such a mind pleasure |
cannot tempt astray, nor love subdue.  Yet the love of J
fame is by no means incompatible with ardent natural
affection, such as that of children to their parents, beeause
itz source lies deeper in our nature, and was fully formed
long before the love of fame could be ecither felt or
understood ; and bezavse both may be gratified at once,
for while 8 man risez himself, he can clevate those whom _
be loves. We have seef this hope cheer and supfort



Wilson, during his wanderings throngh the pathless forests
of Americn.  We have known it fondly cherished, os
the dearest possibile recompense, in those who, like him,
b the structure of their own fortunes to build.  And
all that we contewd for is, that while these strong prin-
ciples cannot banish carly and decep-seated filinl affection,
they prevent the entrinee of newer und weaker “nttach-
ments ; and thoas, we think, a solution may be given of
what otherwise appears eontradictory in Wilson's character.

With regard to the scientifie and literary merit of his
great work, it is neither our provinee nor our inclination
to speak; the one being sufliciently cared for by the

»very distinguished naturalist, by whom this edition is pre-
- poared, while the other must of itsell be evident to every

reader,  This much, however, we may say, that from
the prefaces and descriptions, passages might be selected,
which, for elegance of language, graceful case, wnd graphic
power, could searcely be surpassed by any within the
compuss of DBritish literature. We might instance his
deseription of the Mocking Bird, and of the Bald Eagle ;
and nothing can be finer than the simple and natural
beauty of the general preface to his first volume,  There
may be found alse, throughout the body of the worl,
many striking incidents, illustrative ot once of the man,
and of the difficulties to which he was suljected, during
his toilsome and hozardous undertuking ; but these we
have considered it nnnecessary and inexpedient to extract,
as they will be read with peculiar interest in the places
where they nuturally oceur,

-~ 'To peruse the annals of real life is, perhaps, at once the

most entertaining and the most useful mode of prosecuting
the study of man.  And of such annals the most instrue-
ting are those in which we see persevering cfforts over-
come the most formidable obstaeles, and distinguished
eminenee gradunlly winuing its, arduous ascent above the
mists of obscurity and depressivn.  For it is no illegiti-

ALEXANDER WILSON. Ixxxv '
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mate ponelusion, which the aspiring wand will draw from
such examples, —that, what has been accomplished, may
again be contidently undertaken. In thisrespeet, the lifis
of Wilson, furnishing a striking instange of sm-vu-tsfir?

b1
perseveranee, may contribute to the general pood, by

fostering the early hopes of bumble but aspiring merit.
There'is yet another, and o more important truth, which
it is well sdapted to teach, —that the main cause why
the course of genius is so often erossed by melancholy
aberrations, impeded by grovelling tendencies, or promi-
turely closed in guilt and misery, is because its capacities
far teanscend the usual pursuits and cmployments of its
station, impelling it to rush from object to object with |

reckless impetuosity, as cach after cach erumbles in i3 ¢

giant grasp.  Thus, in the marked contrast betweeti
Wilson's early history, when he led an irregular, unsettled,
und wandering life, and that of his latter years, when his
mind beeame fixed upon an object sufficient to engross its
whole powers, and demand its whole energies,—which
object be thepceforward proseeuted with the most inde-
fatiguble and unswerving resolution, —we see the necessity
anil the wisdom of early entering upon o sufliciently
ennohling and expanding career, especially when the mind
itself is noble and expansive, Had his aspiring mind
never found uny such sufficiently engrossing object, there
is little reason to doubt, that his name would finally have
been found in the melancholy catalogue of unfortunate
men of genius.  And we conclude our memoir with
one remark, —that while it may interest the philosopher
to observe the spontancous working of a mind powerfully

and peculiarly constructed, to humble merit it furnishes |

this valuable lesson, that upright integrity, unbending
determination, and unwearied perseverance, will, sconer or
later, surmount eyery obstacle, and crown their possessor
with the accomplishment of all his wishes.

W. M, H.

i
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PREFACE.

'Tue whole use of a Preface seems to be, either to
elucidate the nature and origin of the work, or to
invoke the clemency of the reader. Such obser-
vations as have been thought necessary for the
tormer, will be found in the Introduetion; extremely
solicitous to obtain the latter, I beg leave to relate
the following aneedote :—

In one of my late visits to a friend in the country,
I found their youngest son, a fine boy of eight or
nine years of age, who usually resides in town for
his education, just returning from a ramble through
the neighbouring woods and fields, where he had
collected a large and very handsome bunch of
wild flowers, of a great many different colours;
and, presenting them to his mother, said, with
much animation in his countenance, *“ Look, my
dear mamma,. what beautiful flowers I have found
growing on our place! Why, all the woods are

full of them ! red, orange, blue, and "most every
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colour. Oh! I can gather you a whele parcel of
them, much handsomer than these, all growing in
our awn woods! Shall I, manfma? Shall 1 g5
and bring you more 2" The good woman received
the bunch of flowers with a smile of affectionate
complacency ; and, after admiring for some time
the beautiful simplicity of nature, gave her willing
consent : and the little fellow went off, on the
wings of ccstasy, to execute his deli; ehtful commis-
sion.

The similarity of this little boy’s enthusiasm te
my own, struck me; and the reader will need 1o~
ﬂplnnatmns of mine to make the application.
Should my country receive with the same gracious
indulgence the specimens which 1 here humbly
present her ; should she express a desire for me o
go and bring her more, the highest wishes of my
ambition will be gratified ; for, in the language of
my little friend, our whole woods are full of them !
and I can collect hundreds more, much handsomer
than these.

Avrexaspen WiLsox,

Pmranrornna, Te

(rctober 1, 1503,

L
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INTRODUCTION.

'IL the commencement of a work of such magnitude,
and so novel in this eountry, some account will
netessarily be expected, of the motives of the
author, and of the nature and intended execution
of the work. As to the former of these, it is
respectfully submitted, that, amusement blended
with instruction, the correction of numerous errors
which have been introduced into this part of the
natural history of our country, and a wish to draw
the attention of my fellow-citizens, occasionally,
from the discordant jarrings of politics, to a con-

templation of the grandeur, harmony, and wonderful -

« variety of nature, exhibited in this beautiful portion
of the animal ereation, are my principal, and almost
only nmlircs,'in the present undlirtuking. I will
not deny that there may also be other incitements.
Biassed, almost from inﬁmc;', by a fondness for

L}
k
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birds, and little else than an enthusiast in my ;
vesearches after them, 1 feel happy to communicate
my observations to others, probably from the meedy
principle of self-gratification, that source of so many
even of our most virtuous actions ; but I candidly
declare, that lucrative views have nothing to do in
the business. In all my wild wood rambles, these
never were sufficient either to allure me to a single
excursion, to discourage me from one, or to engage |
my pen or pencil in the present publication. My
hopes, on this head, are humble enough; I ask on'y

gupport equal to my merits, and to the laudability

of my intentions. I expect no more; I am not

altogether certain even of this. Dut, leaving the
issue of these matters to futurity, I shall, in the
meantime, comfort myself with the good old adage,

“ Happy are they who expect nothing, for they

shall not be disappointed.”
As to the nature of the work, it is intended to £
comprehend o deseription and representation of
every sp-ccics of our native birds, from the shores
ol St Laurence to the mouths of the Mississippi,
and from the Atlantic ocean to the interior of |
Louisiana: these will be engraved in a style superior
to any thing of the kind hitherto published ; and
coloured from nature, with the most scrupulous

adherence to the true tints of the original.
i -
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But ns time may prey on the best of colours,
what is necessary, in this respeet, will, by no means,
H'ﬁﬁ’: omitted, that the figures and descriptions may
‘mutuull_}' corroborate each other. It is also my
design to enter more largely than usual into the
manners and disposition of each respective species ;
to become, as it were, their fuithful biographer, and
to delineate their various peculiarities, in character,
song, building, economy, &c. as far as my own
observations have extended, or the kindness of
“"{'ﬂ_hers may furnish me with materials.
The Ornithology of the United States exhibits a
rich display of the most splendid colours, from the
' green, silky, gold bespangled down of the minute
humming bird, scarce three inches in extent, to
the black coppery wings of the gloomy condor, of
sixteen feet. who sometimes visits our northern
regions ; a numerous and powerful band of song-
sters, that, lor sweetness, variut}’, and lllt,']m]}*, are

surpassed by no country on carth ; an ever-changing
scene of migration from torrid to temperate, and

i from northern to southern regions, in quest of
3 Tsuimhlc seasons, food, and elimate; and such an
t

amazing diversi ty in habit, economy, form, l.lispm
sition, and faculties, so uniformly hereditary in

i each species, and so completely adequate to their
: peculfar wants and convenieiice, as to overwhelm
i 1
> \
-

. e I 1 |
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us with astonishment at the power, wisdom, :md‘ :
beneficence of the Creator ! \

In proportion as we become acquainted u'ilﬁ?:
these particulars, our visits to, and residence in
the country, become more and more agreeable

Formerly, on such occasions, we found ourselves in

e =
[

solitude, or, with respect to the feathered tribes,
as it were in a strange country, where the manners,

langunge, and faces of all, were either totally

._._......_......._...._..
i —,— e

overlooked, or utterly unknown to us: now, we,

- . o
find ourselves among interesting and well knows™ ‘

neighbours and acquaintances ; and, in the notes

voice of an old friend and companion. A study
thus tending to multiply our enjoyments at so
cheap a rate, and to lead us, by such pleasing

J
|
of every songster, recognize, with satisfuction, the E

gradations, to the contemplation and worship of
the Great First Cause, the Father and Preserver
of all, can neither be idle nor useless, but is worthy
of rational beings, and, doubtless, agrecable to the
Deity.

In order to obtain a more perfect knowledge of
birds, naturalists have divided them into classes; 1
orders, genera, species, and, varieties; but in doing
this, scarcely two have agreed on the same mode
of arrangement : and this has indeed proved a
source of great pn.*rpl_é.it}- to the student. Eome

rF 4
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* have increased the number-of orders to an unne-
cessary extent, multiplied the genera, and, out of
Pmere varieties, produced what they supposed to
be entire new species.  Others, sensible of the

impropriety of this, and wishing to simplify the
science as much as possible, have reduced the
orders and genera to a few, and have thus thrown
birds, whose food, habits, and other characteris- |
tical features are widely different, into one and :
. the same tribe, and thereby confounded our per-
-*k-::ﬂpt'lun of that beautiful gradation of affinity and
resemblance, which Nature herself seems to have

been studious of preserving throughout the whole. \
One principal cause of the great diversity of clas- )

sifications appears to be owing to the neglect, or

want of opportunity, in these writers, of observing

the manners of the living birds, in their unconfined

state, and in their native countries. As well might

philosophers attempt to class mankind into their

respective religious denominations, by a mere

examination of their physiognomy, as naturalists

to form a correct arrangement of animals, without . -

Y a knowledge of these necessary particulars. tes
It is only by personal intimacy, that we can truly

ascertain the character of cither, more especially

that of the*feathered race, noting their particular -

haunts, modes of construciing their nests, manner

. 7]
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of flight, seasons of migration, favourite food, and
numberless other minutiee, which can only be
obtained by frequent excursions in the woods unu'i
fields, along lakes, shores, and rivers, and requires a ;ré

-

degree of patience and perseverance which nothing
but an enthusiastic fondness for the pursuit can
inspire,

The greatest number of the descriptions in the
tollowing work, particularly those of the nests, eggs,
and plumage, have been written in the woods, with
the subjects in view, leaving as little as possible t})v-_

the lapse of recollection. As to what relates to the
manners, habits, &c. of the birds, the particulars on
these heads are the result of personal observation,

j i

¥

i

from memorandums taken on the spot ; if they differ,

as they will on many points, from former aecounts,

this at least ean be said in their behalf, that a
single fact has not been advanced which the writer

was not himself’ witness to, or received from those

on whose judgment and veracity he believed reli-
ance could be placed. When his own stock of
observations has been exhausted, and not till then,

he has had recourse to what others have said on x‘f"’
the same subject, and all the most respectable ~
performances of a similar nature have been con-
sulted, to which access could be olained; not
neglecting the Iahnurﬁfat‘ his predecessors ingthis

3
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" particular path, Messrs Catesby and Edwards,

whose memories he truly respects. But as a sacred

ard to truth requires that the errors or inadver-
tencies of those authors, as well as of others, should
be noticed, and corrected, let it not be imputed to
unworthy motives, but to its true cause,—n zeal
for the promotion of that science, in which these
gentlemen so much delighted, and for which they
have done so much.

From the writers of our own country the author

rl\..,]ms derived but little advantage. The first con-

siderable list of our birds was published in 1787,
by Mr Jefferson, in his celebrated « Notes on
Virginia,” and contains the names of a hundred
and nine species, with the designations of Linnzxus
and Catesby, and references to Buffon. The next,
and by far the most complete that has yet appeared,
was published in 1791, by Mr William Bartram,
in his Travels through North and South Caro-
fina, &ec. it which two hundred and fifteen different
species are enumerated, and concise descriptions
and characteristics of each added in Latin and
English. Dr Barton, in his Fragments of the
Natural History of Pennsylvania, has favoured
us with a number of remarks on this suhj;.act; and
Dr Belknifp, in his History of New Hampshire, -
asgvell as Dr Williams, in that of Vermont, have
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cach enumerated a few of our birds.  DBut these,
from the nature of the publications in which they
have been introduced, can be considercd mﬂ}'ﬁﬁ‘
catalogues of names, without the detail of spcuiﬁé“
particulars, or the figured and coloured represen-
tations of the birds themselves. This task, the
hardest of all, has been reserved for one of far
inferior abilities, but not of less zeal. With the
example of many solitary individuals, in other
countries, who have succeeded in such an enter-

prize, he has cheerfully engaged in the undertaking:

trusting for encouragement solely to the fidelity
with which it will be conducted.

-}
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(A FAMILY 1.
VULTURINI Ivuiges.

GENUS L—CATHARTES, lLLGEnr,

I. CATHARTER AURAy ITLLIGER, —FULTUR AURA; WILSON.
TULEEY YULTUNLE, Ol TUAKEY DUZEZARD,

WILSON, Tla LEXV. FIG: 1 — EDIXKURGIH COLLEGE MUSKEUM.

s :-'|I1r-n'ir's'- is well known thronghont the United
States, but is most numerons in the southern section
of the Union. In the porthern and middle states, it
is partially wigratory, the greater part retiving to the
south on the approach of cold weather. But oumbers
remain all the winter in Marylind, Delaware, and New
Jersey ; purtienlarly in the vicinity of the lwge vivers
and the ocean, which afford a supply of food at all
SEAS0MS,

In New Jersev,® the turkey buzzand hatches in May,
the deep recesses of the solitavy swamps of that state
affording situations well saoited to the purpose,  The
female iz at no pains to form a nest with materials ;
but, having chosen a suitable place, which is either a
trancated hollow tree, an’ exeavated stumpy, or lr.-g, sha
lays on the rotten wood from two to four eoes, of o dull

# Dlr Ord mentions New Jersey in particulur, ns in that state
he has visived the breeding places of the terkey bozeard, and can
therefure speak with eertainty of the fet.  Pennsylvania, it is more
than grobalile, affords situntions equally attractive, wlhi
tenanted by this vulture, for hatching aod rearing its young.

-
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dirty white, or pale eream colour, splashed all over with
chocolate, mingled with blackish touches, the blotehes
largest and thickest towards the great end; the form
somothing like the egp of & poose, but blunter at s
small end : length two inches and three quarters, breadth(
two inches.  The male watehes often while the female is
sitting g and, if not disturbed, they will occapy the same
breeding place for several vears.  The young are clothed
with a whitish down, similar to that wﬁirh COVErS Voung
wosling=, 1 any person approach the nest, and attempt
to Landle them, '[IJI!':,." will IIII'I.I'I.'II.'I]II:IIII"J.:." vomit such aflen-
sive matter, as to compel the intruder to a precipitate
retreatf.

The turkey buzzards are gregarious, peaceable and
harmless ; never offering any violence to a living aui
or, like the plunderers of the julea tribe, tlcpri
Lusbandman of his stock,  Hence, though, in conse-
quence of their filthy habits, they are not beloved, yet
thew are respected for their unsefulness; and in the
santhern states, where they are most neeided, they, as
well as the Mack vultures, a 'Pl'uh't'wﬂ by a luw, which
imposes a fine on those who wiliully deprive them of life.
They generally roost in flocks, on the limbs of large
trees ; and they may be seen on a summer. morning,
ing out their wings to the rising sun, ind remain-
that posture for a considerable time, Pennant
cunjectures, that this is “ to purify their bodies, which
wre most offensively fetid.”  But is it reasonable to
su}plrmc-. that that effluvia can be offensive to them,
which arises from food perfeetly adapted to their nature,
and which is l'ull.‘stulll);_' the object of their desires ?
Many birds, and particularly those of the sranivorons
kind, have a :-'ilu';
with the same exhilara 1 effects, ax an exposure to the
pure air of the morning has on the frame of one just risen
fron: ropase,

These birds, unless when rising from the earth, zeldom
flap their wings, Vut sweep alowg in ogeds, and dipping
and rising lines, and move with great rapidity. They
are often seen in companpies, soaring at an imfense

"

- . o 4

ar habit, which doubtless is attended ‘

e
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sighit, partieularly previouws to a thunder storm,  Their
wings are not spread hovizontally, but form o slight
angle with the hody upwards, the tips having g n
= yard eurve,  Their sense of smelling is |L~'.1|.ljﬁﬂlﬁl‘.qr;
Sexguisite, and they never fail to discover carrion, even
when at the distance of several miles from it. When
once they have found a eareass, i not molested, they
will not leave the place until the whele is devonred,
At such times they eat so immoderately, that frequently
they are incapable of rising, and may be caught without
much difficulty ; but few that are acquainted with them
will have the temerity to undertake the task. A man
in the state of Delaware, a fow yenrs sinee, olserving
some turkey buzcards resaling themselves upon the

& varcass of a horse, which was in a highly puted state,

-

conceived the design of making o captive of one, to take
home for the amusement of his childeen,  He cantiously
approgched, and, springing upon the unsuspicious group,
grasped a fine phoap fellow in his arms, and was bearing
off his prize in trinmph; when, lo! the indignant volture
disgorged such a torrent of filth in the face of our hero,
that it produced all the effects of the most powerful
cmetic, and for ever cured him of his inclination for
turkey buzzards.

On the continent of America this species inhabits a
vast range of ferritory, being common,® it is said, from
Nova Scotin to Terra del Fuego.f IHow far to the
northward of North Californiat they are found. we

* Tu the northern states of our union, the turkey buzzard is only
oecasionally seen = it is considersd o rare hird by the inhabitants.

4 # Gireat numbers of o species of vulture, commonly ealled car-
T CTW h].' the sailors, (paltur ﬂm‘u.'} were seen s this i=laod,
{ New-year's Island, near Cape Horn, lat. 55 5. 67 W. ) and pro-
bahly feed on young seal culs, which either die in the hirth, or
which they take an opportunity to seize npon.”  Cook ealls them
turkey buzeards, Forster's Vogage, il p. 516, 4o, London, 1777,
We strongly suspect that the sailors were correet, and that these
were hlack vultures, or carrion crows. o

| Pérouse saw a binl, which he calls the black volture, probalily
the gultur awra, at Moaterey Bay, North California.  Foyage, i,
p- 2041

TR & &



‘ G CATHARTES AURA. ‘

are not informed ; but it is probable that they extend
their migrations to the Columbia, alluved thither by the
u.-.:mh:,'- aft dead salmon which, at certaiw seasons, line
the shores of that river. ¥
They are numerous in the West India islands, whers P

thiey are said to be @ fr inferior in size to those of North
America™®  This leads us to the inguiry, whether ov

no the present species has been confounded, by all the
naturalisis of Earope, with the black vuliove, or car-
riont crow, which is so common in the southern parts of
our continent,” If not, why bas the latter been totally
overlooked in the numerons ornitholomies amd nomen-
elatures with which the world has been favoured, when
it ix 5o conspicoons and remarkable, that 0o stranger
isits Zouth  Carvoling, Georgin, or the Spanish pro-
uees, but is immediately struck with the novelty of®
its appearunce ? We can find no canse for the turkey
buzzards of the islamds 4+ beinge smaller than ours, and
must conclude that the corrion crow, which i3 of less
¢ize, lins been mistaken tor the former. . In the [liulﬂnljr
which follows, we slinll endeavour to make it evident
that the species deseribed by Ulloa, as being <o nurie-
rous in =outh Americn, 15 no other than the black vul-
ture.  The ornithologisis of Europe, not awarce of the
existence of a new' species, have, without investigation,
contented themselves with the opimion, that the bird
called by the above mentioned traveller the mallinazo,
was the veltur aura, the subiject of our present history.
This is the more inexcusable, as we expect in naturalists

* Peonant, Arctie Zooligy.

‘Il' The vulture which Sir Hans Sloane has figured and deseribad,
and whicl he says s conumon in Jumaiea, is undonbtedly the vdlter r
awra.  * Thelead, and ancionch in the peck, are bare, and without
feathers, of a fle<h colour, coversd with a thin membrane, like that
of turkevs, with whicli the most paet of the bill = covered likewise ;
bill { beslarw the membrane ) more than an inch Jong, whitish at the
!mlnr ¢ tail broad, and mine inches lome legs aml et three inehes 5
a3 it flies exactly like a kite, and preys on nothing living ; but
when dead, it devours their careass=<, whence they are pot |1.':||I|_v,.

tel.”  Sloane, Natwral History, Jamaica, vol. ii. 1 204, folio.




a precision of a different character from that which dis-

tingnishes vulgar observation, If the Furopeans lind

not the opportunity of comparing living specimens of
= the two species, they ot least had preserved sulijects, in
v their extensive and wvalunble musenms, from which a
g correct jiudement might have been formed.  The figure
: in the Planches enlumindes, though w stehedly drawn
and coloured, was evidently faken from a stuffed speci-
i mien of the black vulture,
] Pennant observes, that the turkey vultures * are
1 not found in the northern regions of Enrvope or Asia,
at least in those latitades which migzht Five: them a
pretence of appearing there, T cannot find them," ho
continues, * in our quarter of the globe higher than the
Grison Alps,* or Silesia,t or at farthest Kalish, in
Great Polamd.™ §

Kalben, in his aceount of the Cape of Good Hope,
mentions a valture, which ho represents as very vorn-
cious and noxions. * 1 have seen” says le, ¥ many
carcasses of cows, oxen, and other tame creatures, which
the eaeles had slin, 1 say eareasses, but they were
rither skeletons, the flesh and entrails being all devoured,
and wothing remaining but the skinand bones. Bat the
skin and bosnes being in their natural places, the flesh
being, as it were, scooped out, and the wound by which
the eagles enter the body being ever in the belly, you
wonld not, till you lad come up to the skeleton, have
had the least suspicton that any sucl matter had hap-
pened.  The Duteh at the Cape frequently call those
eagrles, on account™ ol their tearing out the entrails of
beasts, strunf-vogeld i e dung-birds, It frequently
happens, that an at is freed from the plongh, and
left to find his wityhome, lies down to rest himsell by
the way : and if h does so, it is a great chaonce but the
eagles fall upon im and devour him.  They attack

i‘ TURKEY VULTURE. 7
|‘ "
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Y

= Willughley, Oruithology, pyGi.
Sehwenckfeldr, ap. Silesie, 375,
J[ Reaceynski, Hist. Nat, Poland, 208
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an ox ar cow in a body, consisting of an hundred and
upwards""

Buffon conjectures, that this murderous vulture is the
turkey buzzard, and concludes his history of the latter—=
with the following invective arainst the whole frter-
ni!‘}' 1—4 I |"|.'rr_1." part of the globe they are voracions, '
slothiul, offensive, and hateful, and, like the wolves, are i
as noxions during their life, as nseless after their death,”

It Kolbeo's seconnt of the ferovity of his cazled or
yulture, be just, we do not hesitate to maintain that that
vulture, is not the turkey buzzard, as, amoungst the whaole
feathered creation, there is none, perhaps, more innoxious
than this species; and that it is

wenpedieial o the inlambi- }
tant= of our seuthern continent, even Butfon limself)
on the antherity of Desmarchais, asserts,. But we doulit 5
the truth of Kolbew's story; and, in this place, must =% .
express our regret, that enlightened naturalists should

so readily lend an ear to the romances of iravellers,

whe, to excite astonishment, freely give envrency to I
every ridiculous tale, which the designing or the credu- '
lons impose upon them.  We will add farther, that the :
turkey buzzard seldom beging upon a earcass, until |
invited to the banquet by that odour, which in no
ardinary degree renders it an object of delighr,

The tarkey valture is two feet and o half in length,
amd six feet two inches in breadth; the bill from the
corner of the mouth is almoest two inches and a half
lone, of a dark horn eolour for somewhat more than an
inch from the tip, the nostril a 1'c't|:|.'|rL.'||Jl_r wide slit, or
u]]ufninll_: throush it ; the tongue 1% grﬂ.‘:Ti}' CONENYE, Cr=
tilarinous, and ﬁ:wlj‘ serrated on its edres: ears inclin-
ing to oval ; eves dark, in some specimens reddish hazel ;

= Medley's Kidlben, vol. ii, jU B SR |
£ These hloadthirsty engles, we conjecture, are hlack vultures,
thiy beiog o the habit of mining into the bellics of deod animals,
ta feast upon the eonteats.  With repert to their atticking those
that are living, as the 'fl,ril.ilrl."u of Apieriea are unt o heroic, it is
a fur infervoee that the same blu'c:i:u elrowhera is |_:|u.~.-L'>.-l;1! of
stindlar |]i=|_al_|:-i[i-m. g

= i
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i © the head and neck, for about an inch and a Lalf below
i the ears, are furnished with a reddish wrinkled skin,
beset with short black hairs, which also eover the bill

- a5 far us the anterior angle of the nestril, the neck not

» g0 much earnucled as that of the black valture; from
thie hind head to the neck feathers the space is covered
with down of & sooty black colour ; the fore part of the
neck is bare as far as the breast bone, the skin on the
lower part, or |‘nﬂlll:‘]'l, very much wrinkled ; this naked
skin is not discernible without removing the plumage
which arches over it ; the whole lower iml't.-:, lining of
the wings, rump, and tail coverts, are of a sooty hrown,
the feathers of the belly and vant hairy ; the }l].imm;_[n ol
the neck is larre and tomid, and, with that of the back

M_{" and shoulders, black ; the seapulars and secondaries are
“ black on their outer webs, :-lliirtml with tawny brown,

the latter slightly tipped with white; primaries and
their coverts plmn brown, the former pointed, third
]'lrimnr}r the lomgest; coverts of the secondaries, and

psser coverts, tawny brown, centred with black, some
of the feathers at their extremities ﬁiightly edoed with
white ; the tail is twelve inches long, rounded, of a
browuish black, and composed of twelve feathers, which
are broad at their extremitios; inside of wings and tail
light asl; the wings reach to the end of the tail; the
whole body and neck beneath the plumage are thickly
clothed with a white down, which feels like cotton; the
shafts of the primaries are yellowish white above, and
those of the tail brown, both pure white below ; the
plumage of the neck, back, shoulders, scapulars, and
secondaries, is wlossed with green and bronze, and has
purple reflections ; the thighs are feathered to the knees ;

- feet considerably webbed ; middle toe three inches and

'T a hall in length, and about an inch and a half longer

than the outer one, which is the next longest; the sole
of the foot s hard and rough ; elaws dark horn colour ;
the legs are of a pale flesh colour, and three inches long.
The claws dre larger, but the feet slenderer than those
of the earrion crow. The bill of the male is pure white ;
in dome specimens the upper mandible is tipt with black,

-
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There is little or no other perceptibile diference between
the sexes,

The bird from which the foresoing deseription was
taken, was shot for this work, at Great Exe Hachour,
on the 30th of January. 1t was a female, in perfoct o
plumiige, exeessively fat, and weighed five pounds one
omee, avoirdupois.  Ono dissection, it emited @ slight
musky pdour,

The volture i inelwded o the edalorue of those
fowls declared nonelean and an abomination by the Levi-
tresl law, and which the Israelites were interdicted
cating.*  We presume that this prohibition was religi-
ously observed, so far at least as it relared to the volture,
from whose flesh there arises such an nnsavoury odonr,
that we question if all the sweetening processes ever -'.\'\.
invented conld remder it palatable to Jew, Pagan, or=" :
Christinn. j

Sinee the above has been ready for the press, we have i
seen the History of the Expedition nnder the com-
nid of Louis and Clark, and find our conjecture with
respect to th reation of the turkey buzzard verified,
several of this species having been observed at Braut

Sy

AMA? e

Island, near the Falls of the Columbia. \
r
2. CATHARTES ATRATES.— FULTUR ATRATES, WILSON. =

LHLACK VELTURE, O CARRION CROW OF AMERICA.

WILSON, Fl. LXXV, FIG. Il — EDIXBURGH COLLEGE MTUSEDM.

Avruoven an acconnt of this valture was pulilished
more than twenty vears ago, by AMr Willium Bartram,
wherein it was distinetly specitied as a different species
from the preceding, yet it excites our surprise that the

= Lerviticns, xi, 14, Dewferonommy, xiv, 13,
+ firr'ﬁ!l'.l‘y i:.l".l'.llr- Erpedition, vol. 0, p. 233




BLACK YULTURE. 11

ornithologists should bave persisted in eonfounding it
with the turkey buzzard; an ervor which ean hardly
admit of extenuation, when it is considersd what o

“respectalle anthority they had for a different opinion,

The habits of this species ave singular, In the towns
and villages of the sonthern states, particnlarly Charles-
tom oo Georgetown, South Caroling, and in Savannah,
Georria, the carrion crows ney b seen cither saunter-
ine abont the streets ; sunning themselves on the roofs
al the louses, and the fences; or, if the weather be eold,
cowering around the tops of the chimneys, to enjoy the
benefit of the heat, which to them is o peculiar grati-
fication. They are protected by a law, or usage ; and
may be said to be completely domesticated, being ns
gommon ax the domestic poultey, and equally Famliar,
The inhabitants generally are disgusted with their filthy,
voracious habits; but notwithstanding, being viewed as
eontributive to the removal of the dead mal matter,
which, ift permitted to putrify during the hot season,
would render the atmosphere impure, they have a respect
paid them as scavengers, whose labours are subservient
to the public ood. It sometimes happens, that, afler
having vorged themselves, these bivds vomit down the
chimneys, which must be intolerably disgusting, and
must provoke the ill will of those whose hospitality is
thus requited,

The Wack valtures are indolent, and may e observed
in companies loitering for hours together in one place,
They do not associate with the turkey buzgards ; and
are much darker in theic plumage than the latter.
Their mode of fight also varies from that of the turkey
Duzzard,  The black valture flaps its wings five or six
times rapidly, then sails with them extended nearly
horizontally ; the lur]u'}' bnzzard seldom ||II|I!- its wings,
and when sailing, they form an angle with the hody
upwards.  The latter, thongh found in the vieinity of
towns, rarely ventures within them, amd then always,
appearing cautions of the near approach of any one.
It js not so impatient of cold as the former, and is




12 CATHARTES ATHATUS.

likewise less lazy.  The black valture, on the geonnd,
hops along very awkwardly ; the turkey buzzard, though
seemingly inactive, moves with an even gaif. The latter,
nnleds 'pﬁm.nd iy hunger, will not cat of a carciss until =
it becomes putrid; the former is not so Gwstidious, bur
devours animal food without distinetion,

It iz said that the black yultures sometimes attack

onng pigs, and eat off their sus and tails; and we
E.'u'.- even heard stories of their assanlting foeble calves
and picking ont their eyes.  DBut these instances are
rare : il otherwise, they would not receive that connte-
uanee or protection which is so universally extended
to them, in the states of South Carolina aml Georgin,
where they abound.

% This undescribed species,”” says Mr Bartram, * is
a mative of the maritime parts of Georgia and of the
Floridus, where they are called carrion crows.  They *
flock together, aul Feed npon carrion, but do not mix <
with the turkey buzzard, (ewltur awra.) Their wings are
broad, und round at their extremities. Their tail, which
they spread like a fan when on the wing, is remarkahly
short, They have a heavy, laborious flight, tlapping
their wings, and sailing alternately. The whole plumage
is of a s-nﬂh-. or mourning colour.'” #

T one of Mr Wilson's journals, 1 find an interesting
detail of the greedy and disgusting habits of this species
aud shall give the passage entire, in the same uwoadoroed
manner in which it is written. !

“ Felwuary 21, 1809, — Went ont to Hampstead + this
forencon. A horse had dropped down in the strect, in
convulsions ; and dying, it was drageed out to Hamp-
stead, aml skinned. The gpround, for a handeed }-‘!lf!;s
around i, was black with carrion crows; many =at on
the taps of sheds, fences, and houses within sight ; sixty \(
or rigﬁy on the opposite side of a small run. [ connted
at pue time two hundreed and thirty-seven, but I beliove

»
* ME. in the possession of Mr Ord,
& Near Charleston, South Carslina
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there were more, besides several in the air ever my
head, and ot o distanee. 1 ventored coutionsly within
thirty vards of the carcass, where three or four dogss, and

Ttwenty or thirty vultores, were busily tearing and

devouring,  Secing them take wo notice, | ventured
nearer, il T wos within ten yards, aud sat down on
the bank.  Still they paid little attention 16 me.  The
dogs being sometimes accidentally fapped with the wings
of the vultures, wonld svow] and snap ot them, which
waould oceasion them to spring up for a moment, bhut
they immediately gathered in again. T remarked the
valtures frequently attack each other, Gehting with their
claws or heels, striking like a cock, with open wings,
and fixine their claws in cach other’s head,  The
females, and, Lhelieve, the males likewise, made a hissing
sound, with open mouth, exactly vesembling that pro-
duced by thrusting a red hot poker into water; and
fre 1:1~I|I1}' aosnulMing, like a dog eleaving his nostrils,
as 1 suppose they were theirs.  On abserving that they
did not heed me, T stole so close that my feet were
within one yvard of the horse's lees, and agaim sat down,
They all slid aloof a few feet; but, secing me quict, they
soon returned as before,  As they were often disturbed
by the dogs, T ordered the latter home : my voice gave
no alarm to the valtures,  As soon as the dogs departed,
the vultures crowded in such wambers, that T counted
at one time thirty-seven on and around the careass, with

« several within; so that searcely aninch of it was visible.

Sometimes one would come out with a large piece of
the entrails, which in a moment was surrounded by
several others, who tore it in frazments, aml it soon
disappearved.  They kept up the hissing occasionally.
Some of them haviog their whole lers and heads covered
with blood, presented o mostsavige aspeet. Still as the
dogs advanced, 1 wonld order them away, which seemed
to gratify the voltures; and one would pursue another
to within a foot or two of the spot where Lwas sitting,
Sometimes [ observed them streteliing their necks alonge
the ground, as if to press the food downwiards”

The carrion crow is seldom fouud on the Atlantic,

" 4



14 CATHARTES ATRATUS.

to the northward of Newbern, North Carolina,® but .
inhabits the whole continent, to the souathward, as fur

as Cape Horn, Don Ulloa, in noticing the birds of .
Carthacena, gives an aceount of a valture, which Wi
shall quote, in order to establish the opinion, advanced {
in the preceding history, that it is the present species,
We shall afterwards sulijoin other testimony in confie
mation of this opinion,  With respect to the marvellous
tale of their attacking the cattle in the pastures; it is
too improbable Lo merit a serious refutation,

“ It would be too great an undertaking to deseribe all

the extraordinary birds that inhabit this country ; but
I cannot refrain from poticing that to which they give
the name of gallinazo, from the resemblance it has o
the turkeyvhen. This bird is of the size of a peahen, 1
bt its head and neck are something larger,  From the -7~
erop to the base of the bill it has no feathiers: this
space is surronnded with a wrinkled, glandulous, and
I‘l}ll{_:ll'l skin, “‘!Ii{ih forms numerons worts, and other
similar inequalities.  This skin is black, as is the }l'l'll-
mage of the bird, bur usually of a brownish black. The
bill is well proportioned, strone, and a little hooked.
These birds are familiar in Carthagena; the tops of the
honses are coversd with them; it is they which cleanse
the city of all its animal impurities.  There are few
animals Lilled whercof they do wot obtain the offals ;
and when this food is wanting, they have recourse to
other filth,  Their sense of smelling is so acute, that it
enables them to trace carrion at the distance of ihree
or four leagues, which they do not abandon until there
remaing uothing but the skeleton.

“ The evéat number of these hirds found in such hot
climates, is an excellent provision of nature ; as, other- ‘
wise, the putrefiction caused by the constant and exces- {
sive heat, would render the air insupportable to human
lifie,  When first they take wing, they ily heavily ; but

)
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* Sinee writing the aliove, T have heen informsd by o genatleman

who residies at Detroit, oo Lake Eriey that the carricn erow s
cominen at that place.

"
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BLACK VULTURE. 15

afterwards, they rise 50 high as to be entirely invisible.
(i the srronmil lh{:_\' walk Nllt-,:';:i::hi:.'. Their logs are
well proportigned 3 they have threee toes forward, turn-
ing a little
Backwarids, so that, the feet interfering, they ciunot walk
with any agility, but are obliged to hop: each toe is
furnished with a long and stout elaw,

“ When the gallinazos are deprived of carrion, or
foond in the vity, they are driven by hunger amoug the
cattle of the pastures.  If they see o beast with a sore
on the back, they alight on it, and attack the part
affected ;3 and it avails not that the poor animal throws
itself wpon the grownd, and endeavonrs to intimidate
them by its bellowing : they do not guit their hold ! and
By means of their bill they so soon enlarge the wouund,
that the animal finally becomes their prey.t’ &

The account, from the swme author, of the benefisial
effects resulting from the fondness of the voltures for
the exes of the allisator, merits attention : —

“ The gallinazos are the wmost inveterate enemies of
the alligntors, or rather they are extremely fond of
their eges, and employ much stratazem to obtain them,
During the summer, these Lirds make it their business
to watch the female alligators; for it is in that season
that they deposit their eres in the sand of the shores
of the rivers, which are not then overflowed. The
gallingzo conceals itself among the branches and leayes
of a tree; so as to be nnperceived by the allizator ; and
permits the eges |llliell:.' to be laid, not even inter-
rupting the precautions that she talkes to conceal them.
But she is no sooner under the water, than the gal-
linazo darts upon the nest ; and, with its hill, claws,
and wings, nncovers the egzes, and gobbles them down,
leaving nothing but the shells, This banguet would,
indeed, richly reward its patience, did not a multitude
of rallinazos join the fortunate discoverer, and share in
the spoil,

L
* Foynge Historigue de L' Amerigue Meridfionafe, por Don
George Juan ot Don Antoine de Ulloa, Live §; chap. vii, p, 52..
A Amsterdam et 4 Leiprig, 1752, 4to.

-
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1i CATHARTES ATHRATUS.

How admirable the wisdom of that Providence,

which hath given to the male allisator an inclinition Lo
devour 1= own nri-ll.rm"" angl to the sajlinezo o |--|:|'
jnr ll’"" g!mn. ol [hq- [ TH |'||.1|1"" Illdl L'rl lll'll|.l1l r|l1' ]l.'n l'h
nor the neighbouring fields, wonld otherwise Le -|||!|v
clent to contain the :Iu::ll:llllth'h that are hatched 3 for,
notwithstanding the ravages of hoth these insatinlle
enemies, one can haedly imagine the opwmbers  that
remam, ®

The Albdé Clavigero, in his History of Mexico, has
clearly indicated the present species;, as distinguished
irom the turkey buzzard : —

# The business of clearinge the fields of Mexico, is
reserved principally for the zopufofz, known in Seuth
America by the name of gallinagzzi ; in other places, by

that of auwre; and in some places, though very impro-

perly, by that of ravens. There are two very different
species of these birds : the one, the zopilot, properly so
called ; the other valled the cozeagquanhtliz they are
bath bizeer than the raven, These two species resemble
ench other in their hooked bill and eroolked claws, and
by having upon their head, instead of feathers, a
wrinkled membrane with seme curling hairs. Ihu.
fly 5o high, that, although they are pretty large, they
are lost to the sight; and especially before a hail
storm they will be seen wheeling, in vast numbers,
under the loftiest clonds, Gl they entirely disappear.
They feed upon earrion, which they discover, by the
acufeness of their sight and smell, from the sreatest
height, and descend llgmu it with a majestio I1|rr|1t, inn
great spirzl conrse.  They are both almost mute,  The
two species are distinguished, however, by their size,
their colour, their numbers, and some other peonliarities,
The zopilots, properly so called, have black fenthers,
with a brown head, bill, and feet; they =o often in
flocks, and roost torether upon trecs.  This species is
very numerons, and is to be found in all the different
climates ; while, ofi the contrary, the codcaquanhitli is

&

* Liv. iv; chap. ix, p. 172
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BLACK VULTURE. 17

far from numerons, and is peculiar to the warmer oli-
miates alone.® The latter bird is larger than the zopilot,
has a red head and feet, with a beak of a deep red

=eolour, except towards its extremity, which is white,

Its feathers are hrown, except upon the neck and parts
about the breast, which are of o reddish black, The
wings are of an ash colonr upon the inside, and, npon
the outside, are variesated with black and tawny.

“ The cozcagquaulitli is ealled by the Mexicans, king
of the zopilots i+ and they say, that, when these two
.\f:wirt happen to meet together abont the same carrion,
the zopilot never beging to eat 1l the corcaquanhithi has
tasted it.  The zopilot is & most useful bird to that
couniry, for it not only clears the fields, hut attends
the crocodiles, and destroys the eges which the females
off those dreadiul amphibiouns animals leave in the sand
to be hatehed by the heat of thesan, The destenction
of such a bird onght to be prohibited onder severe
penalties

We nre almost afraid of trespassing npon the patience
of the reader by the length of our quotations ; but as we
are very anxious that the sabject of this article s'-IulELId
enjoy that right to which it is fuirly entitled, of being
ranked as an iodependent species, we are Tmn}rtn{l to
add one testimony wore, which we find in the History
af Chili, by the Albé Molina,

“ The jota (veftwr jofa) resembles much the aura, o
species of valtore, of which there is, perhaps, but one
varioty. It is distinguished, however, by the beal,
whicli is gray, with a bluck point. Notwithstanding
the size of this bird, which is nearly that of the turkey,
and its strong and crooked talons, it attacks no other,
but feeds principally upon carcasses auid reptiles, It is

* This is & mistake. h

+ This i the valfur awra. The bind which oow gis by the
namie of king of the zopilots, in New Spain, is the eulfur pope
of Lipnwus. 2 . .

{ Clavigere's Mexico, translated by Culles, val, & peadT,
London.

¥YoL. L n



18 CATHARTES ATRATUS.

extremely indolent, and will I'n-uﬁtmntly remain, for
long time, almost motionless, with 1= W illlu_‘i extenmded,
sunning itself upon the rocks, or the roofs af the houses.

When in pain, which is the only time that it is kuowi <

to make any noise, it utters a sharp ery like that of o
rat; and nsually disgorees what it has eaten.  The lesh
of this bird emits a fetid =mell that is hichly offensive.
The manner in which it builds its nest, 15 perfectly
correspondent to its matural indolence: it carelessly
aces between rocks, or even upon the ground, a few
dry leaves or feathers, upon '.-.'Ilir.]i-. it lays two eggs of a
dirty white"*

The black vulture is twenty-six inches in length, and
four feet four inches in extent; the bill is two inches
and o half long, of a dark horn colour as far as near an

fuch; the remainder, the head, and a part of the neck, /

are covered with a black, wrinkled, caruncled skin,
beset with short black hairs, and downy behind ; nostril,
an oblong slit ; irides, reddish hazel ; the throat is dashed
with yellow ochre; the generul colour of the plumage
is of a dull black, excepit the primaries, which are
whitish oun the inside, and have four of their broadened
eidzes below of a drab, or dark cream colour, extending
two inches, which is seen only when the wing is
mnifolded; the shafts of the feathers white on both sides ;
the rest of the wing feathers dark on both sides; the
wings, when folded, are about the length of the tail,
the Gifth feather being the longest ; the secondaries are
two inchies shorter than the tail, which is slightly forked ;
the exterior feathers three quarters of an inch longer
than the rest; the legs are limy, three inches and a
Lalf in length, and, with the feet, are thick aud strong;

the middle toe i= four inches long, side toes, two inches, -

and considerably webbed, iuner toe rather the shortest ;
claws strong, but not sharp, like those of the falco
genus; middle claw three quarters of an inch long: the
stomach is not lined with hair, as reported.  When
opened, this bird sinells strongly of murjc."

* Hist. Chili, Am. traos. 1, o 185,

-;_
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Me Albot informs me, that the carrion crow builds its
nest i the litr:_:tr trees of the low wet swamps, to which
|I|-'H.'f'.'i l]:t‘_f relire every l'\'l'llill;; to roost. +1‘Iwy

o trequent,” says he, @ that part of the town of Savannah,

-4}

where the hog-lutchers reside, and walk about the
streets, in great numbers, like domestic fowls. It is
diverting to see, when the entrails and offals of the
hogs are thrown to them, with what greediness they
scramble for the food, seizing upon it, and pulling one
arainst another until the strongest prevails. The turkey
buzzard is aceused of killing young lambs and pigs, by
picking out their eyes; but | helieve that the currion
crow 15 not muilty of the like practices. The two
species do not associate,”
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RAPACES.
GEXUS 1L - FALCD, Linyavs,

SUBGENTUS L — AQUTLA: BRISS0N,

A, FULCO PULTUS, LINN.EUS— RINCG-TAIL TAGLE, WILSON. *

WILSO¥, Fl. LY. FIO. L=—ETMXRURGH COLLEGE MUSKEIM.

Turs noble bivd, in strength, spivit, and activity,ranks
among the first of its tribe,  Ttis found, though sparingly
dispersed, over the whole temperate awd arctie regions,
particularly the latter; Iuw-i}i:l',_: on high precipitous
rocks, always preferring a mountainons country. In
its meneral appearance, it has great resemblance to the
golden eagle, from which, however, it differs in being
rather less, as also in the eolours and markings of the
tail, and, as it is said, in Leing less noisy,  When
voung, the colour of the body is consideralily lizhter, but
dt‘iil-r‘“ﬁ into a blackish brown as it advanees in nre,

ie tail feathers of this bird are highly valued by the
varions tribes of American Indians, for ormmmenting their
calumets, or pipes of peace. Several of these pipes, which
were brought from the remote regions of Louisiana, by
C-ﬁg:nin Lewis,are now deposited in Mr Pealo’s Muoseum,
each of which has a number of the tail feathers of this
bird attached to it.  The northern, as well as southern
Indians, seem to follow the like practice, as appears by
the numerous calumets, formerly belonging to different
tribies, to be seen in the sane magnificent collection,

Mr Pennant inforgus us, that the independent Tartars

‘ * s the young of the golden cagle. -~
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RING=-T.

train this eacle for the chi
antelopes, &e, and that they
tail the best for pluming their ring-tail
T oenele s claracterized by all as a generous spirited and
docile bied ; and various exteaovdinary incidonts are
related of it by different writers, not, however, suffi-
cieotly anthenticated to deserve vepetition,  The trath
is, the solitary hubits of the eazle now before us, the
vast unceessible elifls to which it nsually vetives, united
with the searcity of the species in those regions inhabited
Ly man, all combine to render a particnlar knowledze of
its manners very diflicult to be obtained,  The author
hos, once or twice, observed this bird sailing along: the
alpine declivities of the white mountains of New Hamp-
4 shire, carly in October, and again, over the highlands
of Hudson's Wiver, not far from West Point,  Its flight
Was easy, in high cirenitous sweeps; its Iiroil white
tail, tipped with beown, expanded ke a fan. Near the
settlements on Hudson's Bay, it is more conmon, il
is =abil to prey on hares, awd the varions species of grousa
which abound there. Bufton observes, that, thongh other
enrles aleo prey upon hares, this species i< a more Gial
enemy to these timid animals, which are the constant
object of their search, and the prey which they prefer.
The Latins, after Pliny, termed the eagle voleria guasi
valens virtbus, because of its strength, which appears
greater thau that of the other eacles in proportion to ils
BlEE,

The ring-tail eagle measures uwearly three feet in
length; the bill is of a brownish horn colonr 3 the cere,
sitles of the month, and feet, yellow ; ivis of the eye,

-~ veddigh hazel, the eyve turned considerably forwands ;

© eyebrow remarkably prominent, peo ng over the
eve, aud giving a peenliar sternness o the aspect of the
bavd ; the crown is ilat ; the plumage of the Tead, throut,
and neck, Tong and pointed ;3 that on the npper part of
the head and neck, very pale ferruginous ;3 Fore pact of
the erown, black ; all the pointed feathers are shafted
witk black ; whole upper parts, dark Blackish brown;
wings, black; tail, rounded, long, of a white, or pale
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extremely indolent, and will frequently remain, for o
long time, almost motionless, with itz wings extemded,
sunning itself upon the rocks, or the roofs at’ the hiouses.
When in pain, which is the only time that it i= Know
to make any noise, it utters a sharp ery like that of
rat; and msoally disgorres what it has eaten. The llesh
of this hird emits o fetid smell that is highly offensive.
The manner in which it bnilds its nest, s perfectly
corpespondent to its natural indolence: it carelessly
places between rocks, or even u|lm1| the groumd, & fow
dry leaves or feathers, npon which it layvs two eogs of o
dirty. whire'*

The black vulture is twenty-six inches in length, and
four feet four inches in extent; the bill is two iuches
and a half long, of a dark horn colonr as far as near an
inch ; the remainder, the head, and a part of the neck,
are eovered with a black, wrinkled, caruncled skin,
beset with short black hairs, and downy behind ; wostril,
an olilong slit ; irides, reddish bazel ; the theoat s dashed
with yellow ochre; the senerd colonr of the plumnge
i of a dull black, except the primarvies, which are
whitish ou the inside, and have four of their broadened
cilzes below of u dral, or dark cream colour, extending
two iuches, which is seen ounly when the wing is
unfulded; the shafts of the feathors white on both sides ;
the rest of the wing feathers dark on both sides; the
wings, when folided, are about the length of the tail,
the lifth feather being the longest ; the secondaries are
two inches shorter than the tail, which is slightly forlked ;
the exterior feathers thres quarters of an inch longer
than the rest; the legs are limy, three inches and a
lialf in length, and, with the feet, are thick and strong ;

the middle toe is four inches long, side toes, two inches,

and considerably webbed, iuner toe rather the shortest ;
claws strony, but not sharp, like those of the fiulco
renus; middle claw thros yuarters of an inch longe; the
stomach is not lined with hair, as reported.  When
upencd, this bird simells strongly of mmr;."'

* Hist. Chily, Am, troms. i, p. 1800
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Mr Abbot informs ne, that the carrion erow builds its
weat i the Jaere trees ol the lﬂ'l-'l-‘ wel swamps, tu which
places |I..-1.- retire every evening to roost. * They

o Areuent,” wyvs L, * that part of the town af 8 Snyannah,
whers 'Iilr- ]l""vhllllh{'i\ reside, and walk about l_hi_',‘
streets, in great numbers, like domestic fowls, [t is
diverting to see, when the entrails amd offuls of the
hogs are thrown to them, with what greediness they
seramble for the food, seizing upon i, and pulling one
arainst another until HI-':-irl'un"i'hl'.I!I't vnils, “it'Tlllkl'}
huzzard is aceused of killing young lambs and pigs, by
picking out their eyes; but I believe that the cirrion
crow 15 not guilty of the like practices.  The two
sprecies do not assoctate.”
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RAPACES,
GENUS 1L — FALCO, Lixxxvs.

SUNGESUS 1o ——dQU L4, ARIAS0ON,

S FALCO FULFES LINNEUS— RING=TAIL BEAGLE, WILSON. ®

WILEON, FLo LY. FlG. L —EBINGUEGH COLLEGE MUSELD M.

Tuts noble bard, in ﬁtrun:rh, ;‘cpirit, anil :irli\.‘it}'.h{lllcs
among the first of its tribe,  1tis found, though sparingly
dispersed, over the whole temperate and aretic regions,
parcticularly the latter; breeding on high precipitous
rocks, always preferring a mountainons country.  In
its menenil appearanee, it has great resemblinee to the
golden eagle, from which, however, it differs in being
rather less, as also in the colowrs and markings of the
tail, and, as it is said, in being less noisy.  When
young, the colour of the Lody is considerably lighter, but
deepens into a blackish brown as it advanees in are,

e tail feathers of this bird are highly valued by the
varions tribes of American Indians, for ornamenting their
calumets, or pipes of peace.  Several of these pipes, which
were brought fram the remote regions of Louisiana, by
Captain Lewis, are now deposited in Mr Peale’s Musenm,
cach of which has a number of the tail feathers of this
bird attached to it.  The northern, as well as southern
Indians, seem to follow the like practice, as appears by
the numerous calumets, formerly belonging to different
tribes, to be seen in the same magnificent collection,

Mr Penuant inforps us, that the independent Tartars

* s the young of the golden eagle. .
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enrle is charcterized by all as a generons spirited and
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docile bird ; and various extraordivary incidents are
velated of il by differcnt writers, not, however, sulli-
ciently anthenticated to deserve repetition.  The trath
is, the solitary halits of the eagle now before ns, the
cast inaecessiblo oliffs to which it usually retires, united
with the scarcity of the species in those regious inhahited
by man, all combine to rewder a particular knowledge of
its manuers very diflicult to be obtained.  The author
has, onee or twice, observedl this bivd sailing along: the
alpine declivities of the white mountains of New Hamp-
shire, early in October, and again, over the highlands
of Hudsou's Wiver, not far from West Point. Trs flicht
was casy, in high cirenitons sweeps; its hrond white
tuil, tipped with brown, expanded Nk o fan. - Near the
settlements on Huodson's Bay, it is more commaon, anid
is said to prey on hares, and the varions species of grouse
which abound there. Bufton observes, that, though other
eagles also prey upon hares, this species is a more fatal
encmy to those timid animals, which are the constant
object of their search, and the prey which they peefer,
The Latins, after Pliny, termed the eagle saleria guas
valens viribus, because of 1t strength, which appears
greater than that of the other eagles in proportion to its
size.

The ring-twil engle measures wearly three feet in
length ; the bill is of a brownish horn colonr ; the cere,
gides of the month, and feet, yvellow ; irvis of the eyve,
veddish hazel, the eye turped considerably forwards ;
evebrow remarkally prominent, projecting over the
eve, aud giving a peeuliar sternness to the aspect of the
bird ; the crown is fhat; the plumage of the heid, throat,
and neek, long and pointed ; that on the fpper part of
the head and neck, very pale ferruginous ; fore part of
the crown, Wlack ; all the pointed feathers are shafted
witk black ; whole upper parts, dark blackish brown ;.
wings, black; tail, rounded, long, of a white, or pale
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eream colour, minutely sprinkled with specks of ush,
and dusky, ek ending in a broad band of deep dark
brown, of vearly one-third irs length ;o  cheeks, and
throat, black ; whole lower parts, a deep darke brown,
except the vent and inside of the thighs, which are
white, stained with brown ; legs thickly covered to the
Feaet with brownish white down, or feathers; claws, black,
very large, sharp, and formidable, the hind one full two
inches long,

The ring-tail eagle is found in Russia, Switzerland,
Germany, France, Scotland, and the norvtliern parts of
America,  As Marco Polo, in his description of the
austoms of the Tartars, secems to allude to this species,
it may be said to inhabit the whole circnit of the arctic
recions of the globe,  The golden eagle, on the contrary
is =aid to be found only in the more warm and temper
countries of the ancient continent,  Later discoveries,
however, have ascertained it te be also an inhabitant of
the United States,

SCNCENUE T — A LNETOR, SAVIGNT.

4. FAdIco LECCOCEFMALES, LINY.—WHITE-HEADE b, OR BALD
EAGLE, * WiLsoy,

WILAON, FLATE 'l:!\'l.+-— EDINBEURECH COLLEGCE MUSEUAM.

Turs distinguished bird, as he is the most beantiful
of his tribe in this part of the world, and the adopted
cmblem of onr country, is entitled to particolar notice,

* The l‘ji;lhl.'-*. barled, :].I'Inp].i.t'd to this specice, whoge head i= thickly
eovired with fathees, s equally improper and absurd with the
titles oatsncker, kingsfisher, %e. bestowe! nn others 3 aml seems
to have bween deeasionedy by the white apiprarance nfsthe head, when
eritrasted with the dark colour of the rest of the plumage.  The
appeellation, however, being now alimost universal, is rotained o the
fullowing pages.

4 This plate represents the adult bird.

Wwie
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The eelebrated Cataract of Niagara is a noted place of
resort for the bald eagle, as well on account of the jish
procured thepe, as for the numerons carcassos ui“mluirn-'ls.
deer, bears, amnd varions other animals, that, in their
attempts to eross the river above the Falls, have been
drigreed into the enrrent, and wrecipitated down that
tremendons pulfy, where, among the rocks that hound the
Rapids below, they furnish a rich repast for the yultore,
the raven, and the bald engle, the sulject of the present
account.  He hias been long known to naturalists, heing
common fo both continents, and oceasionally met with
from a very high northern latitnde, to the borders of
the torrid zone, but chivtly in the vicinity of the sea, and
along the shores and clifis of our lakes anid large rivers,
Formed by nature for braving the severest cold ; feeding
ciqually on the prodoce of the sea, and of the land;
possessing powers of fight capable of outstripping even
the tempests themselves ; unawed by :m}- thing hut man;
and, from the ethereal heights to which he soars, looking
abroad, at ooe slanee, on an immeasurable expanse of
torests, fields, lakes, and occan, fli.'t'}'l Lelow him, lie
appears indifferent to the little localities of change of
seasons 3 a8, ina few minntes, he can pass from summer
to winter, from the lower to the Inl-rliu-r rewions of the
atmosphere, the abode of cternal uulzl, and from thenee
descend, at will, to the torrid, or the arctic regions of
the carth. e iz, therefore, found at all seasons, in the
countries he inbabits ; but prefers such places as have
been mentioned above, from the great partinlity he has
for fish, :

In procuring these, he displays, in a very singular
manner, the genius and eoergy of his charneter, which
is fieree, contemplative, daring, and tyranpical ; attrilutes
not exerted hut on particular occasions, but, when put
forth, overpowering all opposition.  Elevated on the
high dead limb of some rigantic tree that commands o
wide view of the neighbouring shore amd ocean, he
seems calmly to contemplate the motions of the various
Feathered tribes that pursue their busy avocations helow ;
the suow-white gulls slowly winnowing the air; the
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busy tringme conrsing along the sands ; teains of ducks

streanting over the surfuee ; silent and watehiful eranes,

intent and wading ; clunorons erows 3 aml all the winged s
munltitndes that subsist by the boanty ol this vost 1i:|:|it[n""‘ !
magazine of mature, High over all these hovers one, | :

wliose aetion instantly arvests his whole attention, By his
wide curvatuee of wing, and sudden ~t|-|_'~--l1~i|-|| N nir,
he knows lim to be the fish hawk, settline over some
devoted vietim of the deep.  His ove kindles at the
sirht, and, balancing himself, with Lall’ opened wings,
on the branch, he watches the result. Down, rapid as
an arrow from heaven, desconds the distam lrlli{‘i't of
his attention, the roar of its wings reschine the enr as
it disappears m the deep, making the surges foam
around ! At this moment, the caver looks of the eaole
are all ardour; and, levellinge his neck for fight, ha
zpes the fish hawk once more emerge, strigreling with
his prey, and mounting in the air with sereams of
exultation.  These are the sienal for our liero, whao,
Lavching dnto the air, instantly gives chase, il soon
mains on the Gsh hawk ; each exerts his ntmaost to mount
above the ather, displaving in these rencontres the most
elegant and sublivne aerial evolutions.  The unencom-
bered eagle rapidly advances, and is just on the point of
reaching his opponent, when, with a sndden scream,
wobalily of despair amd honest execration, the latter
rops his fish : the eaule, poising himself for 4 momoent,
as 1f to take a more certain. aim, descemds like a whirl-
wind, snatehes it in his reasp ere it reaches the water,
and bears his ill-gultetl ooty silently away to the
woe, 5 3
These predatory attacks and defensive manomuyvres
of the earle and the fish hawlk, are matters of daily
ohzervation along the whole of our sea loard, from
Geargia to New England, and frequently excite great
interest in the spectators, Sympathy, however, on this
as on mest other oceasions, gencrally =ides with the
hionest and Laborions Sufferer, in opposition to the attacks
of power, injustice, and rapacity, qualities for which
our hero is so geperally notorious, and which, in his
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superior, mian, are certainly  detestable.  As for the
feelings of the poor fish, they seem altogether out of

the guestion,

When driven, as he sometimes is, by the combined
comrare il perseverance of the fsh bawlks from theip
neighbourhomd, and foreed to huat for himself, he
retives more inkind, in search of young pigs, of which
he destroys geeat oumbers,  In the lower parts of
Virginia aud North Caroling, where the inhabitauts raiso
vast herds of those animals, complaints of this kind are
very general against hime  He also destroys young
lambis in thie *:u']}' part of spring; and will sumotines
attick old sickly sheep, aiming furionsly at their eyes,

In corvoboration of the remarks 1 have myself made
on the wauners of the bald eagle, many accounts have
reswchoed me from various [T of (RE TR ability, liv 'gu:-‘r
on or near onr sei eoast : The substanee of all these [
shall endeavonr to incorporate with the present aceount.

Mr John L. Gardiner, who vesides on an ishand of
three thousand acres, about three miles from the eastern
point of Long Island, from which it is separated by
Gardiner's Ba 1l who has consequently many oppor-
tumities of observing the habits of these birds, has
Favoured me with a number of interesting particolis
ou this subjeet; for which T beg loave thus pullicly
to return my gratefnl acknowledgment,

“ The bald eagles,” savs this gentleman, “ remain on
this island doring the whole winter,  They can be most
easily idiscovered on evenings by their lowd snoring
while aslecp on b oak trees; and, when awake,
their hearing seens to e ne Iy as goud as their sight.
I think [ mentioned to vou, that T had myself seen one
flying with a lamb ten days old, and which it deo e
on the ground from about ten or twelve feet ligh,
“he strugeling of the lamb, more than its weight,

revented its carrying it away. My runming, hallosing,
and Being very near, might prevent its completing its
design, It had broke the back in' the act of scizing
ity and T was under the necessity of killing it ontright
to prevent its misery. The lamb's dim seemed asto-

-
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bnsy tringre coursing alone the sands ; trains of ducks
strosuming over the surface 3 silent and watchful eranes,
intent and wading : clamorons crows ; and all the wia

multitindes that subsist by the bounty of this vast |if|lli'-l_

magazing of nature. High over all these hovers one,
whose action iustantly arrests hi< whole attention. By his
wide curvature of wing, and sudden suspension in air,
hie knows ham to be the fish hawlk, setthne over some
devoted victim of the deep. His eye Lkindles at the
sight, and, balancing himsell, with half’ opened wings,
on the branch, he watches the result,. Down, rapid as
an arrow from heaven, desconds the distant objeet of
his attention, the roar of it= wings reachioe the ear as
it disappears in the deep, making the sorges foam
around ! At this moment, the eacer looks of the cacle
are all ardour; and, levelling his neck for fight, he
gees the fish hawk once more emerse, struggling with
his prev, and mounting in the air with sereams of
exultation. These are the siemal for our hero, wha,
lanching inte the air, instantly gives chase, and soon
gaing on the fish hawk ; each exerts his utmost to monnt
above the other, displaving in these rencontres the most
elegant sud sublime aerial evolutions,  The unencum-
bered exgle vapidly advances, and is just on the point of
reching his opponent, when, with a sndden sercam,
probably of despair and honest execration, the latter
drops his fish : the eagle, poising himself for @ moment,
as if to take o more cortain anm, descends like a whirl-
wind, snatches it in his grasp ere it reaches the water,
and bears his ill-gotten booty silently away to the
woods,

These predatory attacks and defensive manmuvres
of the eagle and the fish hawk, are matters of daily
ohservation along the whole of our sea bhoard, from
Georgin to New Englawd, and frequently exeite great
interest in the spectators.  Sympathy, however, on this
as on most other oeeasions, senerally sides with the
honest and laborions sufferer, in opposition to the attacks
of power, injustice, and rapacity, qualities for which
gur hero is so generully notorious, and which, in his
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;:"llri'l:-i:'r’ man, are certainly detestable.  As for the
155 of the poor fish, they scem altogether out of
e fjuestion, - ’ = ]
1en driven, as he sometimes is, by the combined
courage and perseverance of the fish hawks from their
neighbourbood, and foreed to huut for himself, he
retires more inland, in search of young pigs, of which
}’E ‘ir"‘:“'ﬁj"i orept numbers,  In the lower parts of
Virginia and Narth Caroling, where the inhabitauts raise
vast herds of those animals, complaints of this kind are
very gencral against him.  He also destroys young
lambs in the early part of spring; and will sometimes
attack old sickly sheep, aiming furiously at their eyes,

In corraboration of the remiarcks 1 have myself made
on the mauners of the bald engle, many aceounts have
reached me from various persons of respectability, living
on or near our sea coast : The substance of all these [
shall endeavour to mcorporate with the present acconnt.

Mr Jobn L. Gardiner, who vesides on an island of
three thonsand acres, about theee miles from the eastern
point of Long Island, from which it is separated by
Gardiner's Bay, and who has cousequently many oppor-
tonities of olserving the labits of these lirds, has
favorred me with a nmmber of interesting particnlars
on this subject ; for which I beg leave thus publicly
to return my grateful acknowledgment,

“ The bald eagles,” says this gentleman, * remain on
this island durine the whole winter,  They can bo most
easily discoversd on evenings by their loud snoring
while asleep on high oak trees; and, when awake,
their hiearing seems to be nearly as good as their sight.
I think I mentioned to vou, that L had myself seen one
flying with a lamb ten days old, and which it Ilru]pm-d
on the ground from about ten or twelve feet ih.
The struggling of the lamb, more than its weight,
prevented its carrying it away. My running, hallooing,
and being very near, might prevent its completing its -
desizn, It had broke the back il the act of seizing
it; and I was under the necessity of killing it outright
to prevent its misery. The lamb's dam seemed asto-
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nished to see its innocent offspring borne oft into the
air by a bird.

“ 1 was litely told,” continues Mr Gawliner, “ by a
man of truth, that he saw an eagle rob a hawk of its
fish, and the hawk seemed so enraged as to fly down
at the eagle, while the eagle very deliberately, in the air,
threw himself partly over on his back, and, while he
grasped with one foot the fish, extended the other to
threaten or seize the hawk, 1 have known several
hawks unite to attack the earle; but never koew a
single one to do it. The earle secms to rerard the
hawks as the hawks do the King-birds, only as teasing,
troublesome fellows, '

From the same intelligent and obliging friend, I lately
received a well preserved skin of the bald eagle, which,
from its appearance, and the note that accompanied it, -
seems to have belonged to o very formidable indivi-

dunl. % It was shot,” says Mr Gardiner, * last winter,
on this island, anid weighed thirteen pounds, measured
three feet iu length, and seven from tip to tip of the
expanded wings ; was extremely ficree looking ; though
wounded, would turn his back to no one; fastened his
cliws into the head of a dog, and was with difficulty
disengaged. I lave rode on horselback within five or
six rods of one, who, by his Lold demeanonr, raising his
feathers, &e. seemed 'I-l'ﬂﬂ]ing to dispute the rround with
its owner. The crop of the present was full of mutton,
from my part blood Merinos; aund his intestines con-
tained feathers, which be probably devoursd with a
duck, or winter gull, as I observed an entire foot and
leg of some water fowl. 1 had two killed previous to this,
which weighed ten pounds avoirdupois each,”

The intrepidity of character, mentioned above, may be
farther illustrated by the following fact, which occurred
a few years ago, near Great Ege Harbour, New Jersey, A
womai, who happened to be weeding in the garden, had
+ gt her child down near, to amuse itself whjle she was at
work ; when a sudden and extraordinary rushing sound,
Jand a seream from her child, alarmed her, and, stagting

up, she beheld the infant thrown down, and dragged

-
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i f“:"": r"l':t'r and n Jarge bald eagle bearing off a frag-
ment of its frock, which being the only part seized, and

gz way, providentially saved the life of the infant,

rn“_' appetite of the hald 11.‘1:;]1", thoush habituated to
long fasting, is of the most voracious and often the most
indelicate Kind, Fish, when he can obtain them, are
preferred to all other fare.  Young lambs and pigs are
'i“"";l' maorsels, and made free with on all favourable
oceasions,  Ducks, geese, pulls, and other sea fowl, are
also seized with avidity.  The most putrid ecarrion,
when nothing hetter can be had, is acceptable ; and
the collected groups of gormandizing vultures, on
the approach of this dignified persopage, instantly
:]i.-cjwrm-. amd make way for their master, waiting his
departure in snllen silence, and at a respectful distance,
on the a nt trees,

In one of those partial migrations of tree squirrels
that sometimes take place in our western forests, many
thousands of them were drowned in attempting to eross
the Ohio; and at a certain I}Im:r, not far from Wheeling,
a prodicious number of their dead bodies were floated to
the shore by an eddy. Here the voltures assembled in
rrent foree, and hal reealed themselves for some time,
when a bald eagle made his appearance, and took sole
possession of the premises, keeping the whale voltures
at their proper distance for several days.  He has also
been seen navieating the same river on a Hoating
carrion, though scarcely raised above the surface of the
water, and tugging at the carcass, regardless of snags,
sawyers, planters, or shallows, e sométimes carries
his tyranuny to g‘rvnt extremes acrainst thevultures,  In
hard times, when food happens to be scaree, should he
accidentally meet with one of these who has its draw
ocrammed with carrion, he attacks it fiercely in the air ;
t!u- cowardly vulture instantly disgorges, and the deli-
cious contents are snatched up by the engle before
they reach the rronml.

The nest of this species is generally fixed on a very
large and lofty tree, often in a swamp or morass, and
difficult to be ascended. On some noted tree of this
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deseription, often a pine or .:_q.'lprﬂ.»s:i+ the bald eagle
builils, yeur after wvear, for a long series of VOurs,

T o - =
When both male and female have been shot from the

nest, another pair has soon after taken possession. i
uest is large, being added to and repaived every season,
until it becomes a black prominent mass, observable at a
considerable distance, It is formed ol Liree sticks, sods,
earthy rubihish, h;q}', moss, &, Many have stuted to
me that the female lavs first o single ege, and that,
after having sat on it for some time, she lovs another ;
when the first 15 hatehed, the warmth of that, it is
pretended, hatches the other,  Whether this be correct
or not, [ connot determine ; but o very respectabile
gentleman of Virsinin assured me, that he saw o large
tree ent down, containing the nest of & bald eagle, in
which were two voung, one of which appeared nearl

three times s larre as the other. As a prool of their
attachment to their voung, a person near Norfolk
informed me, that, in elearing a picee of wood on his
place, they met with a laree dead pine tree, on which
wits i bald eazle’s nest and young.  The tree being on
fire: more than half way up, and the (hunes m|ii:l|_1,r
ascending, the l]l:m-tll eacle darted around and among
the flames, until her plumage was g0 mueh injured that
it was with ditficulty she could make her escape, and

=

even then, she severtl times attempted to return to,

relieve her offspring. :

No bird provides more abundantly for its voung than
the bald eagle, 1 wre daily careied thither in num-
bers, so that they sometimes lie seattered round the
tree, and the putrid smell of the nest may be distin-
guished at the distance of several hundred yards. The
young arve at first covered with a thick whitish or
eream coloured cottony down ; they gradunally beeome
of a pray colour as their plumage developes itself]
continue of the brown svay until the third yvear, when
the white begins to make its appearnnce en ihe head,
neck, tail coverts, and tail; these by the end of the
fourth vear are completely white, or very slichtly tinped
with ercam ; the eve also is at first hazel, but gradually
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brightens info n brilliant straw eolour, with the white
plumage of the head, Such at least was the pradual
progress :‘rl' this change, witnessed by myself, on a very
fine specimen brought ap by a gentleman, a friend of
mine, who, for a considerabile time, believed it to be
what _E-\ usually ealled the gray eagle, and was much
surprised at the gradual metamorphosis.  This will
aceonnt for the circumstines, so frequently observed,
of the gray awd white-headed eagle being seen torether,
both being, in fuct, the same species, in different stages
of colour, ;Iri.‘ﬂl‘:!ing‘ to their ditference of ;

The tlight of the bald eagle, when taken into consi
deration with the ardour amd energy of his character, is
noble and interesting,  Sometimes the human eye can
just discern him, like a minute speck, moving in slow
curvatures along the face of the heavens, as if recon-
noitring the earth at that inmense distance. Sometines
he glides along in a direct horizontal line, at a vast
height, with expanded and wnmoving wings, till he
_r_':';u!u:ﬂ]}' dizappears in the distont Llue ether,  Seen
gliding in easy circles over the high shores and moun-
tainons cliffs that tower above the Huadson and S e
hanna, he atteacts the eye of the intelligent voyager, and

adds great interest 1o the scenery. At the great Cataract
of Niagarn, already mentioned, there rises from the

gulf into which the Falls of the Horse-Shoe descends, a
stupendous column of smoke, or Ff v, reaching to the
heavens, and moving oft in large black elowds, aceording
to the direction of the wind, formmg a very striking
and majestic appearance.  The eagles are %mnr “i
spiling about, sometimes losing themselves in this thick
column, and again reappearing in another place, with
such ease and eleganee of motion, as renders the whole
truly sublime.

High o'er the watery uproar, silent seen,
Sailing sedate in mapsty sercne,
Mow miidst the pillar'd spray sublimely lost, -
And mow, emerging, down the Hapids tost,
Ciliddes the bald vagle, gazing, ealm aml slow,
- O%r all the borrors of the seene belo i
Intent alone to sate him=elf with bload,
From the tpru victims of the raging feod.
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The white-headed earle is threo feel long, mul seven
feet in extent 3 the bill is of a vich vellow ; cere the same,
slightly tinged with green; mouth, flesh-colpueed, tip
of the tongue, bluish black; the head, chiet part of the—~
neck, vent, tail coverts, and tail, are white in the perfeet,
or old birds of both sexes,—in those under three years
of age these parts are of a gray brown ; the rest of the
]riuni:u:rt- is deep dark brown, each feather tipt with pale
brown, lightest on the shoulder of the wing, and darlest
towards its extremities.  The conformation of the wing
is admirably adapted for the support of so0 large a birvd ;
it measures two feet in breadth on the greater guills,
and sixteen inches en the lesser; the lonrest ||ritlw,riw:
are twenty inches in length, and upwards of one inch
in circumference where they enter the skin; the broadest
secondaries are three inches in breadth across the -.-;.m:;}-—».-—-
the seapulars are very large and broad, spreading from”
the back to the wing, to prevent the air from passing
through ; another range of broad flat feathers, from three
to ten inches in length, also extend from the lower part
of the breast to the wing below, for the same purpose ;
between these lies a deep trinugular cavity ; the thizhs
are remarkably thick, stronr, and museular, covered with
long feathers pointing backwards, usually called the
femoral feathers; the legs, which are covered half way
below the knee, before, with dark brown downy feathiers,
are of a rich yellow, the colour of ripe Indian corn;
feet the same ; claws, bloe black, very f;:r,r:u and strong,

icularly the inner one, which is considerably the
arcest; soles, very rough and warty; the eyeis sunk
nudera bony, or cartilaginous projection, of a pule yellow
colonr, aud is turned considerably forwards, not standing
parallel with the cheeks, the iris is of a bright straw  ~_—
eolour, pupil black. ;"I"'-

The male is generally two or three inches shorter than
the female; the white on the head, neck, and tail being
wore tinged with yellowish, and its whole appearance
less furmidable; the brown plumage is alss lighter, and
the bird itself less daring than the female, —a ciream-

“stance common to abmost all Lirds of prey, -

-
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The I"""J I'rum w i il. the i'ur:rlrl‘;ﬁ“g 11!'Ht‘i'i “_i"“ Wik
r;u_lu-n, was shot near Great Eeor Harbour, in lhiw month
ol .l-.mamrrs'. At was in excellent order, aud weirhed
wostiont eloven pounds,  Dr Samuel B, Smith, of this
clty, oblived me with & minute and careful dissection
of it; from whose copious and very interesting notes
on the subject 1 shall extract such remarks as are
suited to the general reader,

“ The eacle youw sent me for dissection was a heantiful
female. 1t had two expansions of the gullet. The first
priveipally composed of longitudival hundles of fibre,
m which (as the bird is ravenous and withont teeth)
Liroe pnrl:iun:i. of unmasticated meats are suffered to dis-
solve before they pass to the lower or proper stomach,
which 12 membranous. [ did not receive the bird tioone
enourh to ascertain whether any  chililication  was
effected by the juices from the vessels of this enlarge-
ment of the u‘_-.ﬂphugu:i. I think it probable, that it
also hns a l‘{'j_mrgil:nli.i!;_", or vomiting power, as the bird
constantly swallows large quantifies of indigrestible sub-
stanees, such as quills, hairs, &e. In this sae of the
earle, I found the quill feathers of the small white gull ;
and in the true stomach, the tail and some of the breast
feathers of the same bird, and the dorsal verteluse of a
large fish.  This excited some surprise, untlil you mile
me acquainted with the fuct of its watehing the fish
hawks, and robbing them of their prey.  Thos we see,
thronghout the whole empire of animal life, power is
almost always in a state of hostility to justice ; and
of the Deity only can it truly be said, that justice is
commensurate with power

“ The eagle has the several auxiliaries to digestion
and assimilation 1o commmon with man,  The liver was
unnsually large in your specimen. It secretes bile,
which stimulates the intestines, prepares the chyle for
blood, and by this very secretion of bile, (as it is a
deeply m.-.pir\n-t_r animal,) Separales of TOIOVES sOmg
obnogxions ]u'rim'il_l]l':i from the blood.  (See Dr Rosh's
admirable lecture on this important viseus in the huaman
subifict,) The intestines were also lurge, long, convolute,
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and supplied with numerous lacteal vessels, which differ
little from those of men, except in ecolonr, which was
transparent.  The kidnevs were Jarge, and seated on

each side the vertebrw, near the anus.  They are alw—~

destined to seerete some offensive principles from the
Iloind.

# The eses were small and numerons; and, after a
careful examination, T eoncluded that uoe seusible incroase
takes place in them till the particilar season. This may
pecomnt for the unosoal exeitement which ]lrl"n".iﬂs in
these birds in the sexual intercourse. Why there are
g0 many ewos, is a mystery. It is, perhaps, consistent
with nataral Luw, that every thing should be abundant ;
bat, from this bird, it is 5.1—;:1, no more than two younge
are hatehed ina season, consequently, no more egrs are
wanted than a sufficicney to |1I'm]l1|:t' that effect.  Are
the exes numbered originally, and is there no increase
of number, but a gradual foss, till all are deposited ?
If =0, the number may correspond to the long life and
virorous health of this noble bird. Why there is but
twWo vouns in a season, is easily explained.  Nature has
been studionsly parsimonious of her physical strength,
from whence the tribes of animals incapable to resist,
derive security and confidence.™

The cagle is said to live to a great age—sixty, cighty,
and, a5 some agsert, one hundred vears.  This circum-
stance is remarkable, when we consider the seeming
intemperate habits of the bird. Sometimes fasting,
through necessity, for several days, and at other times
gorging itsell with animal food till its craw swells out
the plumage of that part, forming a large protuberance
on the breast,  This, however, is its natural food, and
for these habits its whole organization is particalarly
adapted. It has not, like men, invented rich wines,
ardent spirits, and a thousand artificial poisons, in the
form of soups, sauces, amd sweetmeats.  Iis food is

~simple, it indilges freely, uses great exercise, breathes

the purest air, is healthy, vigorous, and long lived,

The lords of the ereation themselves might derive some

‘useful hints from these facts, were they not alreddy,
2 "

l
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in Feneral, too w sy Or Loo pumll to learn from their
thferiors, the fowls of the air and be wists of the field,

o FALECO NESIFAAGUS; WILSON,. " —SEA FAGLE.

WILSOX,; PLATE LY. FlG. [L.—<EBINBURGH COLLEGE MI'SEUM.

Tuis eagle inhabits the same conntries, frequents the
same sitnations, and lives on the same kind of fowd, as
the bald eagle, with whom it is often seen in company,
1% vesembles this last so wuch in figure, size, form of

4 the Lill, legs, and claws, and is so often seen nssociating
svith ity both along the Atlantic coast and in the vicinity
i)i" our lnkes and large rivers, that 1 have strong sus-
pluun-, notwithstanding ancient and very respectable
authorifies to the contr ary, of its IH_||||-Ir the same spe cies,
only in a different stave of colonr,

That several years :.l.:imu before the young of the
bald eagle rveceive the white head, neek, and tail ;
and that, during the intermediate |J!-rm11 their ]!llmlil,!;l?
strongly resembles that of the sea eagle, I am satisfied
from my own observation on three sev oral birds, kept
[: persons of Philadelphia, . One of these, hﬂ]utl;mg ti

e late Mr Enslen, collector of natural '\uh|l-|_t'§ tor the
Lm weror of Austria, was confidently believed by him to
L Iiw ek, or s l earle, until the fourth year, w hen

the ]:hlm.lrre on the head, tail, and til-coverts, began

gradually to become w Iutn ; the bill also l.-u:hmm'eﬂ
its dusky huoe for that of y 1~]|uw; and, before its dEIlﬂ!,
this bird, which I frequently {."l..l.I.IHIII!'Il, assimisd the
perfect dress of the full-plumaged balid eagle.  Another

* This is the voung of the fifeo lewcocephalus, or white-headeld .
;JL. not the foung of the fafeo’ albicilly, or cinercous eagle,
sich is the sea eogle of Dritoin.— Editor.

VoL L. c
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circumstance, corroborating these suspicions, 5 the
vaviety that ocenrs in the colours of the seq eaghe.
Scarcely two of these are found to be alike, theiv .
plomage being more or less diluted with white. J-il.‘
some, the ehin, breast, and fail-coverts, are of o deep 1
brown; in others nearly white; aml in all, evidently s
unfixed and varving to a pore white,  Their place and
manner of building, on high trees, in the neighbonrhood

of lakes, larre rivers, or the ocean, exactly similar to
the bald casle, also strengthens the belief, At the
celebrared Cataract of Niagara, great numbers of these
birdz, called there gray eagles, are continually seen
satling hich and majestically over the watery tumult,

m company with the bald cagles, eagerly watehing for
the mangled carcasses of those animals that have been
hurried over the precipice, and cast up on the rnr‘kﬁ}._‘ =
below, by the vielence of the Rapids,  These are some’

of the circumstances on which my suspicions of the
identity of those two birds are founded.  1n some Future

part of the work, 1 hope to be able to speak with more
certainty on this subject.

Were wo disposed, after the manner of some, to
substitute, for :-l:lin matters of fact, all the narratives,
conjectures, and finciful theories of travellers, vovagers,
compilers, &e. relative to the history of the eagle, the
volumes ol these writers, from Aristotle down te his
admirer, the Count de Buffon, wonld furnish abunduaut
materinls for this purpose.  But the author of the
present work feels no ambition to exeite surprise and
astonishment at the expense of trnth, or to attempt
to elevate and embellish his subject bevond the plan
realities of pature.  On this account, he cannot assent
to the assertion, however eloguently made, in the eele-
brated parallel drawn by the French naturalist, between ?
the lion aud the eagle, viz. that the cazle, like the lion,—
< disdains the possession of that property whieh is not
the fruir of his own industry, and rejects, with contempt,
the prev which is ot procnred by ]ltis own exertions ;™
since the very reverse of this is the c¢ase, in the conduet
+ of the bald and the sea eagle, who, during the siffamer
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months, are the constant robbers and Munderers of the
oaprey, or lish-hawlk, by whose iodustey alone both arp
wanally fed, Naor that, © thaugh famished for want aff
'I_J]‘r-rl'_‘f. he disdaine to feed on carvion” since wo have
Fonrselves seen the bald eagle, while seated on the dead
eareass of a horse, keep o whole flock of valtures ut o
respectful distoiee, until he had fully satsd his own
appetite.  The Count has also taken greal pains to
expose the ridienlons opinion of Pliny, who conceived
that tha ospreys formed no separate race, aml that they
procecded from the intermisture of diferent species

of eagles, the young of which were not ospreys, only
sen eagles ; @ which sea eagles,” says he, * breed small
valtures, which engender great vultures, that have not
the power af propagation.” *  DBul, while labouring to
& contute these absurditied, the Conut himself, in Lis belief
of i oceasional intercourse between the osprey and the
sea earle, contradiets all aetual observation, and one of
the most common and fixed laws of natore ; for it may

be sofely asserted, that there is no habit more universal
among the feathered raee, in their natural siate, than
that chastity of attachment, which confines the amours

of individuals to those of their own species anly,  That
perversion of watore, produced by domestication, s

w to the purpose.  In mo instance have I ever
I the ,»,-liglllh-.-t. appearance of a contrary conduct.
Even in those birds which never buaild & nest for them-
selves, nor hateh their young, nor even pair, but live in

a state of general concubinage, —such a8 the euckoo of
the old, and the cow bunting of the new continent,—
there is no instance of a devintion from this striking
habit. [ eammot, therefore, avoid considering the opinion

~;1 above alluded to, that “ the wale osprey, by conpling
I with the female sea eagle, produces sea eagles; and
that the female osprey, by pairing with the male sea
cagle, gives birth to ospreys,” + or fish-lawlks, as alto-

sether unsapported by facts, and contradicted by the |

» [fist, Nat. lib, x, e 3.
of Bulfun, vol. 1. p. 80, Frans.
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constant and universal habits of the whole feathered
race, in their state of nature,

The sea eagle is said, by Salerne, to build, on the -
loftiest oaks, o very broad nest, into which it deaps tasi—
large egs, that are quite round, exceedingly heavy, and |
of o dirty white colour.  OF the precise time of bnlling,
we luve no acconnt ;3 bt something may be deduced
from the following cirenmstance :— Iu the month of
May, while on a shooting excorsion along the sea coast,
not far from Great Ege Harbonr, accompanied by my
friend Mr Ord, we wers condocted abont a thile into
the woods to see an eagle's nest. On approaching
within a short distanee of the place, the bind was pl-j"-
eeived slowly retreating from the nest, which, we found,
oceupied the centre of the top 'of a very Lige vellar L
vine,  The woods were ent down, and eleared off, for | -
geveral rods around the spot, which, from this circums
stance, nnd the stately, erect tronk, and lurere crooked,
wrigzling branches of the tree, surmounted by a black
mass of sticks and brush, had o very singular and
picturesque effect.  Ouor conductor had bronght an axe
with lim, to cut down the tree; but my companion,
anxious to save the exzs, or young, insisted on ascending
to the nest, which he ﬂ'il.l‘ll'?-"i[}' performed, while we
stationed ourselves below, ready to defend him, in case
of an attack from the old eagles, No ﬂppnxftinnl how-
ever, was offered ; and, on renching the nest, it was
found, to our disappointment, empty. It was built of
large sticks, some of them several feet in length ; within
which lay sods of earth, sedge, grass, dry reeds, &e.
iiled to the height of five or six feet, by more than four
in breadth. 1t was well lined with fresh pine tops, and
Lad little or no coneavity, Under this lliniu-r-,r |]:1v the ’
recent exuvie of the young of the present year, such (
as scules of the quill featbers, down, &e. Our guide
hiad passed this place late in February, at which time
both male and female were making a great noise about
the nest; and, fram what we afterwards learnt, it is
highly probable it coutained voung, even at that early
time of the senson. . -

1
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A fow miles from this, is another engle’s west, hoilt
also on o pine tree, which, from the information received
Trﬂllu the proprictor of the womls, had been longe the

Fresidence of this fumily of eagles.  The teee on which
the nest was originally built, had heen, for time imme-
morial, or at least ever sinee he remomberad, inhabited
||}' these carles,  Some of his sons et down this treo
Lo procure the voung, which were two in wumboer ; and
the eagles, soon after, commenced building another nest,
on the very next adjoining tree, thus exhibiting a very
particalar attachment to the spot.. The eagles, he says,
make it a kind of fowe and fodging place, in all seasons,
This man asserts, that the gray, or sea eacles, are the

Jyoung of the bald eagle, and that they are several years
A old hefore they begin to breed. 1t does not drive its

young from the nest like the osprey, or fish-lawk, but

continues to foed them long after they leave it

The specimen from which this deserviption was taken
mensured three feet in length and apwards of seven
fect in extent.  The bill was formed exactly like
that of the bald eacrle, hut of o dusloy brown colour
cere and lews, ivicht yellow ; the latter, as in the bald
eavle, foathered o little below the knee ; irides, a bright
straw colour: head above, neck and back, streaked with
liglil birawn, {]l_-up Lrown, and white, the |r|llt|1:|._'_f1~ béing
white, tipt and centered with brown ; scapulars, brown ;
lesser wing-coverts, very pale, intermixed with white ;
primaries, black, theic shafts brownish white ; romp,
pale brownish white ; mil, ronoded, somewhat longer
than the wings, when shut, brown on the exterior vanes,
the inmer ones white, sprinkled with dicty brown;
throat, breast, and 111-11}', white, dashed and streaked

V  with different tinis of brown and pale yellow ; vent,
brown, tipt with white ; femorals, dark brown, tipt with
lighter ; anricalars, brown, forming a bar from below
the eye bickwards ; plumage of the necls, long, nartaw,
ad pointed, asis usual with eagles, and of o brownisk -
colour, tipt with white. .

e sea eagle is said, by varions authors, to hunt at
night, as well as during the day, and that, besides fish,

-




Hiy FALCO HALLETUS.

it feeds on ehickoens, bivds, hares, and other animals, Tt
is also said to eateh fish during the nicht ; awl that tho
noise of its plunging into the water is heard ar a great
distance.  But, in the deseriptions of these writers, this”

bird has been so feequently contfounded with the osprey, ,J
s to leave hittle donbt that the habits ol nanners of
the one have been olten atteibuted toboth; and others
added that are common to neither,

SUDGERUS IH.— PAN PN, SAVIGNT.
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G FALCO HALLATES, LISS.—FISI-HAWE, Ol OSPEEY, WILSOR.® "]
,

WILSON, Fl. TXXVIL VG L—EDIX BT RGI COLLEGE MUSELEM.

Tus formidable, vigorous-wingod, and well known
bird, subsists altogether on the fony tribes that swiarm
iu our Tl:l.:l.'!f-, crevks, and rivers: qu-_‘nﬁng s prey ].:,r
hi= own active skill and indostry; and seemine no
further dependent on the land than as a mere resting
slace, or, in the nsual season, a spot of deposit for

is nest, egos, and voung.

The fish-hawk is wigratory, arriving on the coasts E
of New York and New Jersey about the twenty-first of
March, and retiring to the sonih about the twenty-
second of September.  Heavy equinoctial storms may
vary these periods of arrival and departure a few days ; J
but long observation has ascertained, that they are kept
with remarkable regularity.  On the arrival of thess
birds in the northern parts of the United States, in
Mareh, they sometimes find the bays and ponds frozen,
and experiened a difficulty in procurivg fish for many

—davs.  Yet there is no instance on-repgord of their
attucking birds, of inferior lind animals, with intent

-

* It is alo a European species.

-
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to feed on them ; thouneh their great strensth of flight,
as well as of feet and claws, would seem to retder this
no diflicult matter. But Ihu:.' 1 SOOIET AUFLy 'Jhllll-lhi'j‘
“ware war on the hald e ainst o horde of
robbers and banditti 3 sometimes suceecding, by foree
of wumbiers aml perseverance, in driviog them from
their haunts, but seldom or never attacking them in
-‘-Ill:]u'| combat.

The first appearance of the ish-hawk in spriong, is
welcomed by the fishermen, as the happy sigual of the
'rlflprlh'u'h of those vast shoals of lereing, shad, &e.
that revularly arcive on oor coasts, and enter our rivers
in such prodigions wultitudes, Twao of a trade, it is
rree 3 the adoge, however, will not hold
good in the present case, for such is the respeet paid
the fislhi-hawl, not ll'lli_'!.' by this clags of men, buot,
generally, by the whole neighbourhood where it resides,
that a person whoe should attempt to shoot one of them,
would stand o fair chanee of being insulted, This
prepossession in favour of the fish-hawk is howourable
to their feelings,  They associate, with its first appear-
ance, ideas of plenty, and all the gaicty of business ;
they see it active and industrious like themselves ;
inoffensive to the productions of their farms; building
with confidence, and without the least disposition to
concealwent, in the middle of their fields, and along
their fences 3 aud returning, year after year, regularly
to its former ahode,

The nest of the fish-hawk is usually built on the top
of a dead, or decaying tree, sometimes not more than
filtecn, often npwards of lfty feet, from the gronnd,
1t bas been remarked by the people of the sea coasts,
that the most thriving tree will die in a few years after
being taken possession of by the fish-bawlk, This is
attributed to the fish-oil, and to the exerements of the
Bird; but is more probably occasioned hy the large
heap of wet =alt matervials of which the nest is Uﬁllll-ﬁ‘.'
composed.  In my late excursions to the sea shore, 1
aswended to several of these nests that had been built
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in from yvear to year, and found them constructed as
follows : — Externally, large sticks; from hall au inch to

andnch and a half in dinmeter, and twe or three feet |

in length, piled to the height of fonr or five feet, aul =)

from two to three feet in bhreadth ;o these were intiér- N ‘j

mixed with corn stalks, sea=weed, pieces of wet tnef, in
large quantities, mullein stalks, mut lined with drv sea-
srass ; the whole forming o mnss very observable at
half o mile’s distanee, and large enongh to Gl a cart,
and form no incousidersible lowd for o horse,  These
materinls are so well pnt towether, as ofien to adhere,
in large framments, alter being Mown down by the wiml,
My learned and obliging correspondent of New York,
Dr Samuel Lo Mitchill, observes, that “ A sort of

superstition is entertained in resand to the tish-hawk, P

It has been considered a fortunate incident to havea
uest, aidl a pair of these hirds, on one’s farm, They
bave, therefore, been generally réspected ; and neither
the axe nor the son has been lifted against them.
Their west continnes from year to year. The same
I.‘ll.lll[rlﬂ',, or unother, as the case may be, occupies it,
season nfter season.  Repairs are duly made, or, when
demaolizhed by storms, itis mdustrionsly rebuilt. There
was one of these nests, formerly, upon the leafless
summit of a venerable chestunt tree on onr farm, directly
in front of the house, at the distanee of less than half
a mile.  The withered trunk and boughs, surmonnted
biy the conrse wronsht and eapacions nest, was g more
picturesque object than an n}mlink: audd the flight of
thit hawks, as they went forth to laut, retorned with
their game, exercised themselves in wheeling round
and ronnd, and circling about it, were amu
Beholder, almost from morninge to pight, The Famil
of these hawks, old and young, was killed by the
Hessian Segers, A succesdine i:uir tonk possession of
the west ; but, in the course of tumne, the prongs of the
trunlk so rotted away, that the nest conld no longer be
supported.  The hawks have been olliged to seels new
quasters.  We have lost this part of onr prospect ; amud
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onr trees hiave not aforded a convenient site for one of
their habitations sivee”

o - Ahout the £rat of May, the female fish-hawk beging
to luy her eoes, which are commonly three in number,’
.- gometimies only two, and ravely fonr,  They ire some-
whit lavger than those of the common hen, and lh-nﬂy
of the same shape.  The ground eolour varies, in
dilferent errs, from a reddish eream, 1o nearly a white,
splashod and danbed all over with dark Spanish brown,
as if done by art.®  Doving the time the female is
sitting, the male frequently supplies her with fish ;
though =he ug:r.'l-immh}' t:l[,w:i o short cireuit o sea
liersell, but quickly returns again,  The attention of
vthe male, on such occasions, is regulated by the cireum-
4 4{ stances of the case. A pair of these birds, on the south
: " egide of Great Ere Harbour river, and near its mouth,
were noted for several years,  The female, having but
ong leg, was regularly furnished, while sitting, with
fish in suech abundance, that she seldom lett the nest,
and never to seek for food,  This kindoess was con-
tinned both before and after incubation. Some animals,
. who clim the name and rationality of man, might

Llush at the recital of this fact,

On the appearance of the young, which is usually
about the lust of June, the zeal and watchifulness of the
parents are extreme,  They stand giard, and go ofl to
lish, alternutely; one parent being always within

= OF the palatalilencss of these cges 1 eannot speak from personal
expericnce ; bt the following inedent will shiew that the experi-
went las actually been made t— A countey felloe, near Cape May,
— on his Wiy to a |u_-'rF!|.||(|:|,|l'i1J',f tavern, passing a treg, on whiclh was
N 4 fish-linwk's ity ||||1:1w1i.:|l|.-|:." wronantedd, el rolidaed it of the l-llli:fI
e it contained, which he earvied with him to the tavern, ad
desired the landbord tomake it into egr-nogir. The tavern-keeper,
after & fow wry faees, complied with lis regoest, amd the ﬁ*l}luw
: ewallowed the eondial 3 \L']thiur.-r from its eficets on the olfaetory
nerves, | for he said it sinelt abweninabily, ) on the imagination, or oo
. the stemach alone, is uncertaing, bt it operated as 2 most oulrageous
cmetie, and enred the mun, Tor that time at least, of his thisst for
cxg-noge. What is rather extraordimary, the landlond { Mr Heasley )

assured we, that, to all appearance, the cgg was perfvetly fresh,
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short distanee of the nest.  On the near approach of
any person, the hawk ntters a plaintive whistling note,
which becomes shriller as she takes to wing, ad “’:ﬂ:_f
aronnid, sometines making n r.l|ll-1| deseent, as if aiming—
direcily for vou ; but checking her course, and sweeping
past, at a short distanee over head, her wings making
a lowd whizzing in the air. My worthy iviend Mr
Gardiner informs me, that they have even been known
to fix their claws ina negro’s b, wlhio was attempting
to climb to their nest ; and [ had lately a proof of their
daring spirit in this way, through the Kinduess of o
friend, resident, for a few weeks, at Great Eer arbour.
[ hind requested of him the favour to transmit wme, if
possilile, a live fish-haw k, for the purpose of makineay

drawing of it, which commission he very Fuathfully o,

executed 3 and T think T caunot better illusirate thig
part of the bird’s charaeter, than by quoting his letter
at laroe,

¢ Beasley's, Great Eog Harbouwr, 3010 June, 1811,

“ S, — Mr Beasloy d T went to recounoifre o
fish-kawk's nest on Thursday afiernoon.  When [was
at the nest, T was struck with so ereat violence on the
crown of the hat, that T thourht a hole was madein at.
I had ascended fearlessly, and never deeamt of beinge
attacked. I emme down quickly. There were in the
nest three voune ones, about the size of pullets, which,
though full feathered, were unable to fly.  On Friday
morning, | went aguin to the nest to get o voung one,
which | thought 1 could nurse to a considerable frowth,
suflicient to auswer your purpose, ift 1 should fail to

procure an old one, which was representéd to me ag

almost impossible, on aceount of his shyness, and the
danger from his dreadful claws,  On taking a youne
aone, Iintended to lay a couple of snares in the nest,
for which purpose [ had a strong cord in my pocket.
The old birds were on the tree when Captain 11 and 1
approached it.  Asta defence, profiting by the experience
of yesterday, 1 took a walking stick with me. "When

I was about half up the tree, the bird 1 send you struck

{\. 4-..-.._"_1'
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il me T'r‘ilwl.h dlly with vielenee ; |1|~ flew round, in o

small vire

1,|.I.u|:|1|" abt me at every circuit, and @ strikione

at him, “hnlﬂ\lll"‘ that he alwiys deseribed a cire lo
K the air, before he came at me, 1 Kept a bawk's cye
upon hing, and the woment he ||.|h-11| ey, L oavailed
myself of the opportunity to aseend.  When imme-
i|l-th'h under the nest, 1 hesitated at the formidabile

opposition 1 met, as Il‘iri rage appe
my presamption in invadiog i

i Lo increase with
premises,  Dut 1

mounted to the nest, At that moment he davted divectly
at me with all his foree, whizzing theough the air, his
choler apparently redoubled.  Fortun {1!"'\ for me, I
struck him on the extreme joint of the right wing with
iy sticls, which rought him to the ground, During
“this contest, the linmln_ was flving ||;;|IJJI.1|. and round at

a respe :llnl distanee.  Capts i M. held him il 1 tied
my handkerchiel abouy his legs; the captain felt the
effect of his claws, 1 brovght away a young oue to
Leep the old one in a good humour. I put them in a
very large coop ; the youngr one ate sowe lish, when
1Il'l.':jif_"ll aud put into its theaat 3 but the old ooe would
not eat for two dave,  MHe continued sullen and olsti-

nate, hardly ¢l

ng his position.  He wallis about

now, and is approached without danger, e tales very
little notice of the younz one. A Joseph Swith, working
in the field where this nest is, had the curiosity to go
up to look at the eggs: the ‘bird clawed his face in a
shocking mauner ; “his eve had a narrow escape. [ am
tolil that it has wever been considered dangrerons to
approach a hawk’s nest. If this be so, this bird"s
character is prenline; his affection for his young, and
his valinnt u]r]rw-lell to an invasion of his nest, entitle
him to conspievous wotice. e is the princs of fish=

hawks ; his character and his portrait s

om worthy of

being I| mled to the historie muse, A hawk more
w :.:rtlu of the honour which awaits him r_-mllrl not have

Been found,

I hope no accident will happen to him, -

and that he may fully answer YORERPAIFHOR, = Y ours,

-

‘uoatas Sari”
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“ This morning the female was tlying to and fro,
waking a monrnful uoise.™

The vouns of the fish-hawlk are remarkable foiéi

remaining long in the nest before they attempt to Oy,

Mr Smith's letrer is dated June 30th, at which time,
he observes, they were as larme as pullets, and full
feathered.  Seventeen davs after, Tmysell ascended to
this same hawk’s nest, where I found the two remain-
ing young ones seemingly full rrown. They made no
attempts to fly, though they both placed themselves in
a stern posture of defence n= 1 examined thein ut my
leisure, The fomale had Elrm:tlrril a seconed |u'1'||llultu.';
but he did not seem to inherit the spivit of his pred

cessor, for, like a true ‘:iTI."lhl";“‘II.l'l" J[u_- left the nest g
my approach, and sailed about at a sufe distance wit

his mate, who shewel great auxiety and distress during

the whole of my visit. It is universally asserted, b
the people of the neighbourhood where these hil'l]{;
breed, that the voung remain so long, before they iy,
thit the parents are obliged at last to compel them to
shift for themselves, beating them with their wings,
and driving them from the nesi.  But that they con-
tinue to assist them even aftor this, I know to be a fact,
from my own observation, as I have seen the young
bird meet its parent in the air, and receive from him
the fish he carried in his elaws.

The fight of the fish-hawk, his maneuvres while in
gearch of fish, and his manner of seizing his prey, are
deserving of particolar notice.  In leaving the nest,
he wsoally dies direct till he comes to the sea, then

sails arommd, in easy eurving lines, turning sometimes - o

in the air as on o pivet,
exertion, rarely moving th
a straight line behind, and bis remarkable lensth, and
curvature, or bend of wing, distinguishing him from all
other hawks. The height at which he thus elegantly
elides iz varions, from one hundred to one hundred and
fifty, and two hundeed feet, sometimes much higher, all

" the while ealmly reconnoitring the fice of the deep

parently without the least §°
¢ wings, his legs extonded in A
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" below.  Suddenly he is seen to check his course, as if
struck Ti}' i 'I:h'll"i['ll]:ll' object, which lie seems to survey
for a few moments with such steadiness, that he 1L1l|lm.'¢:,-i
el in air, flapping his wings. This object, however,
he abandons, or rather the fish he had in his eye lias
tli.\-il.]r;wil.rvtl. aud he is :I.'_'{'.Iill seen sailing avound as
before,  Now his attention % again arvested, and he
descends with great rapidity 3 but ere he reaches the
surface, shoots off on another conrse, as if ashamed that
a second victim had eseaped him,  He now sails at a
short beight above the surfaee, aud by & zig-zar descent,
and withont seeming to dip lis feet in the water, seizes
afish, which, after carrving a short distanee, he probably
drops, or yiclds up to the bald eagle, and again ascends,
Yy easy spiral civeles, to the higher regions of the air,

I where he glides about in all the ease and majesty of his
species, At onee, from this sublime aerial lu'f;_:ll.t, lie
descends like a perpendicular torrent, plunging into the
sen with a lond roshing sound, and with the certainty
of arille. In a few moments he emerges, bearing in
his elaws his stroggling prey, which he always carries
head Foremost, and, having risen a few fect above the
surfivee, shales himself as a water spaniel would do, and
directs his heayy and laborious conrse divectly for the
land. If the wind blow hard, and his nest liein the quarter
from whenece it comes, it is amusing to observe with
what judement amwld exertion he beats to windward, not
in o direet line, that is, in the wind"s eye, but making
several suecessive tacks to gain his purpose.  This will
appenr the more striking, when we consider the size of
the fish which he sometimes bears along, A shiad was
taken from o fish-hawk near Great Ege Hachour, on
which he luud begun to regale himself, and had alveady
ate a considernble portion of it; the remainder weighed
six powids.  Another fish-hawk was pissing Mr Beas-
ley's, at the same place, with a large flonnder in Lits
grasp, which struggled and shook him so, that he dropt
it on the slore. The Hounder waps picked up, and
served the whole family for dinner, It is singular that
the hawk never descends to pick up a fish which he -
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happens to drop, either on the land or on the water.
There is a kind of abstemions dignity in this habit of
the hawk, sHper ior to the slnttonons voracity l|11h'ElI|.l\ el
v minst nHu'l birds of pires ¥s ]hLTlh alarly 'I\ the thfdﬂ'l
q.n_(lnt whin=e 1|.11.|I|4. 4l robleries committed an the Jre-
sent species, have been already fully detailed in treating
of his history. The hawlk, however, in his I1.-i|!n||-='
pursnits, sometimes mistakes his mark, or overrates his
strength, by striking fish 100 large and |1-¢m1'rtt:1 for
him 1o manage, by w Tom he is »-u:hl.-ul_r drageed nuder ;
anil, thoush he spmetimes suceeeds in extricating him-

self, after being taken three or four times down, yvet

oftener both partics perish.  The bodies of sturgeon,

anid of several other I:Lr'gv fish, with a fish-hawk fast
grappled in them, haye, at different times, been quu-:]\
dead on the shore, east up by the waves, -

The fish-hawk i doubtless the most numerous of 'ﬂl

its wenus within the United States, It penetrates far

into the interior of the conntey up our larre rivers, and

their head waters. It may be =aid ro line the sea-const

from Georgia to Canada.  Tn some parts I have connted,

at one view, more than rwenty of their nests within

half a mile. Mr Gardiner informs me, that, on the small

islaind on which he resides, there are at least © three
hundred nests of fish-hawks that have voung, which,

on an average, consume prolably not less Thiin six
hondred fish daily.”  Before they depart in the antomn,

they regularly repair their nests, earrying np sticks, 4
*-u»:]i, K. fortifying them against the violence of the

winter storms, which, from this cireumstan e, the
would seem to foresee and expect.  Dut, I'IIJT.'I-'I-'iﬂIﬂfH'IHi-}:
img all their precautions, they trequently, on their return
in spring, find them lying in ruins aronnd the roots of 32
the tree ; amd sometimes the tree itself has shared the ;-’
same fute.  When a number of hawks, to the amount =
of twenty or upwards, collect together on one tree,
making a lowd squecling noise, there is renerally a nest

* built soon after on the same tree.  Prolutbly this con-
gressivual assembly were settling the right of the new
pair to the premises; or it might be a kind of wedding,

L]
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. or joyous festive meeting on the oceasion. They are
naturally of a mild and peaceable disposition, living
togrether in great peace and harmony ; for though with
them, as in the best Tl'glllnlml communities, instances
ot attack and robbery oceur imong themselves, vet these
instances are extremely rare. Mr Gardiner observes,
that they are semetimes seen high in the air, sailing
awil euttinge strange ,'_-'.Illlllfll.ﬂII with lomd \'i-.ll'itll'l'fl.liﬂll.ﬂ',
durting down several handreed feer perpendicular, fre-
quently with part of a fish in one claw, which they
seem proud of, and to claim bigh hook, as the ishermen
eall fom who takes the greatest number. On these
ocensions, they serve as a barometer to forerel the
changes of the atmosphere ; {or, when the fish-hawks
are seen thus sailing high in air, in cireles, it is noiver-

& sally believed to proguosticate a change of weather,

“often a thander storm, in a few hours,  On the faith
of the certuinty of these signs, the experienced coaster
wisely prepares for the expected storm, and is rarely
mistaken.,

There is one singular trait in the character of this
bird, which is meutioned in treating of the purple
grakle, and which 1 have bad many opportunities
of witnessing, The grakles, or crow bluckbirds, are
permitted by the tish-hawk to build their nests among
the interstices of the sticks of which lis own is con-
stracted,— severil pairs of grakles taking ap their abode
there, like homble vassals aroumd the castle of their
chief, laying, hatching their young, and living together
in mutual harmony. 1 have found no less than four of
these pests clustered around the sides of the former,
anil a fifth fixed on the nearest branch of the adjoining
tree; as if the proprictor of this last, uonable to find an

] unoecupicd corner on the premises, had been anxions
to share, as much as possible, the company and protec-
tion of this renerous bird, .

The fish-hawk is twenty-two inches in length, and
five feet threo inghes in extent; the bill is deep black,
the upper as well as lower cere, (f3r the luse of the
lowed mandible Las a loose moyeable skin,) and also -
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the sides of the mouth, from the nostrils backwards, !
are light blue ; crown and hind head pure white, front

strealied with brown; throush the eye, a bar of dark '
blackish brown passes to the neck beland, which, a8 , i
well as the whole upper parts, is deep brown, the edzes™,

of the feathers lighter ; shafts of the wing quills brown- | 3
ish whire; tail slichtly rounded, of rather a paler brown
than the body, crossed with eight bars of very
brown ;- the winers, when shat, extend aboot an
beyond the tail, andl are nearly black towards the '[iim;
the inuner vanes of both quill and tail feathers are
whitizsh, barred with brown: whole lower parts pure
white, except the thighs, which are covered with s][ml't
phamage, and steeaked down the fore part with pale
brown ; the 11‘5_& aml feet are o very p:lhl light bLlue;
prodigionsly strong and disproportionably hirge, ani}
are covercild with fat scales of remarkable strength and
thickness, resembling, when dry, the teeth of a larre
rasp, particalarly on the soles, intended, no doubt, to
coable the bird to seize with more security his slippery
ey ; the thighs are lone, the lers short, feathered o
lilti'u- below the knee, and, as well as the feet and elaws,
largre s the latter hooked into semicireles, black, and
very sharp pointed ; the iris of the eye a fiery yellow
oranoe,

The female is full two inches longer; the upper part
of the hemd of a [ess pure white, and the brown streaks
on the front spreading more over the cvown ; the throat
and upper part of the breast are also dashed with laroe
blotches of o }miu brown, and the bar passing throngh
the eye, not of so dark a brown.  The toes of lioth are
exceedingly strong and warty, and the hind elaw a full
inch and & quarter in diameter. The feathers on the * -
neck and hind head are long and narrow, and generally -?v
erveted when the bird is irritated, resembling those of-
the eagle. The eve is destitute of the projecting bone
common to most of the falcon tribe ; the nostril laree,
and of a curving triangular shape.  On dissect imu,rﬁm
two glands on the rump, which supply the bird with
oil for lubricating its feathers to proteet them from the

-
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wol, were found to e remarkably large, eapable, when

opened, of adimitting the end of the finrer, amd conta

a large quantity of white griasy matter, and som

'_:-'f'Hlm'uiI:; thie wrall was in small auantity. The nnmerons

convolutions and length®of the intestines surprised mo;

when carefilly extended, they measured within an ineh
or two of mne feet, and were no thicker than those of

a robin!  The crop, or craw, wias middle-sizod, and

contained o nearly dissolved fish ; the stowach was a

lurse oblong pouch, capable of considerable distension,

and was pl=o tilled with balf digested fish : no appearance
of o muscular vizzard.

By the deseriptions of Enropean naturalists, it wonlid
appear, that this bird, or one near akin to it, is o
mative of the eastern continent in siwmmer, as G north

-'-(Ha-' Siberin; the bald buzzard of Turton almest exactly
agrecing with the present !\I'I-l"l"l(".‘i i stee, colour, and
manuers, with the exception of its breeding or kg
its nest amony the reeds; instead of on trees, Mr Bewick,
who has fivured and deseribed the female of this bird
under the .|E1|1r'||:|1ir1||. ol the Osprey, says, that it
builds on the seound, among reeds, and lays three or
four egis of an elliptical form, rather less than those of
a hen”  This difference of habit may be owing to
particulir loeal circumstances, such deviations being
usnal among many of owr native bivds, The Ttalians
are said to compare its deséent upon the water to a
|ri|~u~ of Tead falling upo thit element 3 and distineuizh
it by the vame of aguifa prosbina, or the leaden eagle,
I the United States it is every where denominated the
fish-lawlk, or fshing-hawle, & nune truly expressive of
its habits,

The reeular arrival of this noted bird at the vernal
equinex, when the bonsy season of fishing commences,
:irf:i.ﬂ peenliar intevest to its first appearance, and pro-
eares it many @ benediction from the fishermen,  Withe
ihe following lines, illustrative of these ci ustanees,” .
I shall couclude its history :—

\'I’Jl?. I. ji]

-
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Eoun as the sun, great raler of lll_l-' Lt
Bemdbs to wur northern clines his bright gareer,
And frowa the eavis of ocenn calls froni sleep

The Anuy shoals aml myrials of the deep 3 i
When freezing fempists back to l'hwni.lmll rude, = M"".\.
Andd ilay and might the equal Tunes divide ; N |t

True to the season, o'er our seg-lvat shorg,

Tl =ailing osprey high is seen to soar,

With hrowd unmoving wing ; aml, cireling slow,
Marks each hsise straggler in the deep below ;
Swpeps down like lightoing ! plunges with a roar!
And bears his struggling victim to the shore,

The long=housed fisherman hebalds with joy,
The well known =ignals of his rough employ 3
And, as he bears his vets anl oars along,
Thuz hails the weleome season with o sonr s —
M

THE FISHERMAN'S HYMN.

The usprey sails above the sound,
L o LT th gulls are ﬂl'_rillg -
The Imrﬁl:lg shoals swearin thick arord,
The nets are lnneh'd, the boars are plying ;
Yo hay my hearts ! tet s seck the |iw|‘|.
Ratse lugh the song, and eheerly wish her,
&till as the bending met we sweep,
“ Gosd bibess the fish-hawk and the fisher !

Ehe hﬁugl us fish —she |:|H.n!_t.i U & |rE||;g.
Gioodd times, fair weather, wazmth, amd plenty,

Fing store of shad, trout, herring, ling, L
head and drim, and old-wives’ dainty.
¥or b,y heirts ! lee's seek the deep,
Ply every oar, and cheerly wish her,
Seill as the bending net we swee il

4 God bless the fih-hawk and the fisher 1" ?

* &he rears her young an youder tree,
- She leaves Ler faithful mate to mind “em;
. -Like us, for fsh, she sails 1o sca,
Aml, plunging, shews us where to Bl ‘em.
Yo oy my s ! let's sevk the deop, 5
Ply exery oar, and cheerly wish her, :
While the slow bending net we sweep, "
 Godd bless the fish-hawk and the fisher "
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SURGLESUS 1¥.—=PAL00 BECHSTELY.

T. PALCD PEREGRINUS, WILMON.—ALEAT FOOTED HAWE; GR
FELEGHINE FALCOXN, *

WILSON, FLATE LYXXYVEL—ENIXAURCH COLLEGE MUSELM.

Tuis noble bird h for a long
time. Every visit which we made to the coast, was
rendered doubly interesting by the wonderful stories
which we heard of its exploits in fowling, awl of its
daring enterprize. There was not a gunner along the
shore but koew it well ; and wich ecould relate some-
irvellous. It was
described as darting with the rapidity of an

ad exeited our guriosity

the ducks when on the wing, and strikinge the
with the projecting bone of its breast,  Even the wild
recse wWere sail to be in dangrer from its attacks, it
having been known to sacrifice them to its rapacity,

To behold this here, the terror of the wild fowl, and
the wonder of the sportsman, was the chief ohject of
our wishes. Day ntlh-r day did we traverse the salt
marshes, and explore the ponds and estuaries which
the web-footed teibes ffequent in immenss multitudes,
in the hope of obiaining t!}m imperial depredator ; even
all the gunners of the distriet were summoned to our
id, with the assurance of a great reward if they
procuced him, but without success, At leugth, in the
month of December, 1812, to the unspeakable joy of
Mr Wilson, he received from Eer fharbour a fine
specimen of the far fomed duck 'l-lil“'li : which was
discovered, contrary to his expectations, to be of
species which he had never before heheld.

If we were to repeat all the ancedotes which have

Lo a - .
* 1t is also o European speeies.



52 FALCO PEREGRINLE.

been related to us of the achievements of the duck
hawk, they wounld swell our j‘ril-_'-‘h' al the expense,
probably, of our reputation,  Naturalists .'-|I|1|'It]]:| I
abwavs on their goard when they il theniselves
compelled to resont 1o the olservations of others, and
record nothing as fuct which has not been snbmitted to
the temperate deliberations of reason. The reverse of
this procedure has been o principal canse why errors
and ab=urdities have so feequently deformed the pages
of works of =vience, which, like a plane mirror, ought
to reflect only the gennine images of nature,

From the best sources of inlormation, we learn that
this species is nncommonly bold and powerful ;3 that ir
darts on its prev with sstonishing velocity ; and that it
strikes with its formidable feet, permitting the duck to-
fall ]Irn*'l.:ilnlls-I}' to securing it,  The eircomstande of the -
hawlk's vever carrying the diuck off on striking it, has
eiven rise to the Lelief of that service being performed
by meaus of the breast, which vulgar opinion has armed
with a projecting bone, adapted to the purpose, Bat
this cannot he the fuct, as the lreast-bone of this bird
does ot differ from that of others of the same iribe,
which would ot admit of 5o vielent a conenssion.

Whien the water fowl perceive the approach of their
enemy, a vniversal alarm pervades their ranks; even
man himself], with his engine of destruction, is not
more terrible.  But the effect is different.. When the
hl[li.‘r_lk beheld, the whole atmospliere is enlivened
with the whistling of wings; ullmu the former is
recogmized, not a duck is to be seen in the air : they all
speed o the water, and there remain until the hawk
has pussed them, diving the moment he comes near
them. 1t is worthy of remark, that he will seldom, if
ever, strike over the watee, unless it be frozen; well f
knowing that it will be difficult to secure lis quarry.
This is something more than instinet, .

When the sportemen perceive the hawk knock down
a duck, they frequently disappoint him of it, by being
first to secure it And as one evil turn, according
to the maxim of the multitude, deserves another] our

i
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!If'l'-l tukes nmple revenge on them, at every oppor unity,
oy robbing them of their game, the hacd-carned fruits
of their lahour,

& The duck hawls, it iz said, often follows the steps of
the runmer, knowinge that the ducks will he aroused on
the wing, which will afford it an alinost certain chinee
of snecess,

We have been informed, that those docks which e
struck down, have their backs lacerated from the rump
te the neck. 10 this be the fiet, it is a proot that the
hawk employs only its talons, which are long and stout,
in the operation.  One respectable inhabitant of Cape
May told us, that he lns seen the hawk steike from
Lelow.

4‘ This species his been long kuown in Enrope ; and

Alin the age of faleofiry, was preatly valued for those
qualiications which rendered it estimable to the lovers
and followers of that princely amusement,  Buat we
have strong objections to its specific appellution,  The
epithet peregrine is certainly not applicable to our
hawl, which is not migvatory, as fie as our most
diligent inguiries can ascertain ;. and, as additional
evidence of the faet, we ourselves hive seen it prrowling
near the const of New Jersew, in the month of May,
and heard its screams, which resemble somew hat tlhiose
of the buld eagle, in the swamps wherein it is said to
breed. We have therefore talien the liberty of changing
its English name for one which will at onee express a
characteristic desienation, or which will indicate the
Bpecies wi it the labone of investization, *

“ This spe " says Pennant, * breeds on the rocks
of Llandidoe, in Cwernarvonshive, Wales. 4 That pro-
moutory has been long fvmed for producing a generous

= & Specifie names, to be pecfect; onght te express some paecn-

liarity, common to no other of the genus.”  Am O, i pa 0,

+ W suspect that Peanint is mistalien 5 its name denotis that
it 15 not indizeonos i o it Britain. 1”-.':“'Il.'k b L “ The
peregring, or passcnger filoon, is rerely med with in Britain, and
eonseguently s but litthe known with us,"  British Hirds, part i,
P 7k
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kind, as appears by a letter extant in Gloddaeth library,
from the lord treasurer Burleich, to an ancestor of Siv
Roger Mostyn, in which his lordship theuks him for a
present of a fine cast of Lhawks, taken on those nu*lis,“
which belong to the family.  They ave also very
commmon in the noeth of Scotland ; and are sometimes
trained for faleonry, by some fow gentlomen who still
take delizht in this amusement, in that part of Gireat
Britain, Their flight is amazingly rapid ; one that was
reclaimed by a gentleman in the shire of Angus, 2
county on the east side of Seotland, eloped from its
mister with teo heavy bells attached to cach foot, on
the 24th of September, 1772, and was killed in the
worning of the 26th, near Mostvn, Flintshire,”# .

The same naturalist in another place observes, that
& the American species s larger rﬁm the European.t ;
They are subject to vary. The black falcon, and the
spotted faleon of Edwards, are of this kind; ench
preserves a specifie mark, in the black stroke which
drops from bheneath the eves, down towards the neclk.

“ Inhabits diffevent parts of North Ameriea, from
Hudson's Bay, as low as Carveoling ; in Asia, is found
on the highest parts of the Uralian and Siberian chain ;
wanders in summer to the very Arctic eirele ; is common
in Kamtschatka, 1

In the breeding season, the dock hawk retires to the
recesses of the gloomy cedar sswumps, on the tall trees
of which it constrnets its nest, awl rears its Voune
secnre from all molestation.  In those wilds which
present obstacles almost insuperable to the foot of man,
the screams of this bird, oeensionally mingled with the
hoarse toues of the heron, and the hooting of the great
lwrned owl, echoing throngh the dreary solitude, arouse
in the imagination all the frightful imagery of desola-

= British Zvology.
IV e were to adipt the vide of plilos :h{!inE of the sapient

Caount de Bulfin, we' sljsld dnfier that the Eoropan specics s a

oeaprely of i wore rous rice, tegencrafed by the inffuence o
i Ll sty geat y ilege 67 iffnence of
§ sretic Zoology.

2
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tion. - Mr Wilson, and the writer of this article,
explored two of these swamps, in the month of May,

818, in porsuit of the great heron and the subiject of

Athiis chapter; and althe

1|u-_v were suecessiul ig
obtaining  the former, yet the laiter eluded their
research,

The great footed hawl s twenty inches in length,
and three feet eight inches in extent ; the bill is inflated,
short, and strong, of a light blue colonr, ending in
ek, the upper mandible with a tooth-like process,
the lower with a corvesponding noteh, aml truncate ;
nostrilz round, with o central point like the pistil of a
flower; the eve is lavwe and dark, sarcounded with o
biroad lare vellowish skin, the eart ilizre over it vollow

r(ulht |H‘U:III;I1H"IIt; frontlet whitish ; the head above,

¥

cheeks, ruoming off like mustaches, and bacl, are black ;.

the wings and seapulars are brawnish black, each
feather edged with paler, the former Tong and pointed,
reaching almost to the end of the tail ; the primaries
anil secondarics ave marked tnsverzely on the inner
vimes with large oblong spots of ferruginous white, the
exterior eidge of the tip of the secondaries curiously
sealloped, as if a piece had Deen cut out; the tertials
ineline to ash colour ; the lininge of the wings is heanti-
fully barred with black and white, sud tinged with
ferrginous ; on a close examination, the scapubirs and
tertials are found to be barred with faint ash ; all the
shafts are black ; the romp and tail coverts are light
ash, marked with larre dusky baes 3 the tail is rounding,
black, tipped with reddish white, and crossed with
eight narrow bars of very faint ash; the chin and
breast, enciveling the black mostaches, are of o pale
bufl colo breast below and lower parts reddish |]}|1IT,
or ti[til' mamon, handsomely marked with roundish
or heart shaped spots of black ; sides broadly barred
with black; the femorals ave elesantly orndmentedl
with hervine-boves of black on o bufl ground § the vent
is pale bufl, marked as the femorals, though with less
numerons spots 3 the Feet and legs are of o corn yellow,
the latter sllmr: and stont, feathered a little below the

»
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kneos, the bare part one inch in lensth ; span of the
foot five inches, with a large protuberant sole; the
cliws are large and black, hind clay the largcsts ¢
Whether the cere is vellow, or flesh colonred, we wernet
uneertain, as the bird had been some time Killed when
reerived ; supposed the former P :

The most striking characters of this species are the
broad patch of black dropping below the eye, :1.||.-‘1 the
uncommonly large feet. It is stout, heavy, aud Hrmly
put tozether, =

The bird from which the above deseription was
taken, was shot in a cedar swamp in 1'.‘:;1!1.- May county,
New Jersev, It was a female, and contained the
remains of small birds, mmons which were dism\'{'rvlL
the legs of the sanderling plover, y
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& rarco srarverics, Lixxreus.
AMERICAN SPARROW AW,

WILSON: FLATE XVL FIG, J. FEMALL * —FOIXNCRGH COLLECE
MEFRRL S,

Ix wo department of ornithology lias there hoen
greater confusion, or more mistakes made, than among
this eluss of Lirds of prev.  The wveat difference of size
Between the male and female, the progressive variation
hf‘iﬂumngur to which, for several years, they are subject,
and the difficulty of procuring a saflicient uumber of
gpecimens for examination ; all these canses conspire fo
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lead the naturalist into almost unavoidable mistakes, -

For these reasons, aud in order, if possible, to aseertain
cach species of this genus distinetly, [ have determined,

«where any doubt or ambiguity prevails, to represent

* This species iv allied to the faleo tinnunenhis, or kestiil of
Europe,
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both male and female, as fair and porfect specimens of
ench may come into my possession,  Accorling to
fushionable etiguette, the honour of precedence, in the
sresent instanee, 15 given to the female of this speciess
]lulil becanse she is the most courageons, th ll.'l-r;;mt
and handsomest of the two, best ascertained, and less
subject to change of colour than the male, who will
require some farther examination, and more observation,
before we can venture to introdoee him.

This lird 1= a constant residen almost every part
of the United States, particularly in the states north of
Maryland. TIn the southern states there is a smaller
species found, which is destitute of the black spots on
the head ; the legs are long amd very slender, and the

“wings light blue.  This has been supposed, by some, to
be the male of the present spevies; but this is @l error,
The eve of the present species is dusky ; that of the
smaller species a brillinnt orange ; the former has the
tail rounded at the end, the latter :-.li;;'llll}'{hh’n'{f. Such
essentin]l differeoces never tule place between two
individuals of the same species, |t ought, however, to
be remarked, that in all the figures aml deseriptions T
have hitherte met with of the bird now hefore us, the
iris is represented of a bright golden éolour; but, in all
the specimens 1 have shot, Luniformly found the eye
very dark, almost black, resembling a globe of black
gliss. No doult the golden culour of the iris would
rive the fizure of the bivd o more striking appearance ;
ﬁut, in works of natural history, to sacrifice truth to
mere picturesique effect is detestable ; though, 1 fear, but
too often put 1 prachice.

Tlie nest of this species is usually built in a hollow
trie ; mencrally pretty high up, where the top, or o large
limb, bas been brolien off, I have never seen its ogos;
but haye been told, that the female generally lays four
or five, which are of a light brownish yellow colour,
spotted with o darlier tint ; the youug are fed on grass-
hoppers, mice, and small birds, the ustal food of the
parents.

The habits and manvers of this bied are well known, -
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It flies rather irregularly, oceasionally suspending itsclf
in the air, hovering over o particulae spot for a minute
or two, and then shooting off in another direction, It
lli'l‘l'}lt" on the top of o deqd tree or
of a field or meadow, and, as it alichts, shats its lomg
wings so suddenly, \ instantly to dis-
appear; it sits here in an almost perpendicular position,
s for an hour at a time, frequently jerkinge its
tail, and reconooitring the ground below, in every diree-
tion, for mice, lizards, &e. Ttapproaches the frm-honse,
pacticularly in the morning, skulking about the harn-
vard for mice or voung chickens., It frequently plunges
into a thicket after small birds, as if by random ; but
always with a particular, awl generally with a fatal,
aim,  One day I observed a bird of this species perched
on the highest top of a large poplar, on the skirts of the

when hie swept down with the rapidity of an arrow, into
a thicket of briars, about thirty yards off, where I shot
him dead, and, on coming up, found a small field sparrow
quivering in his grasp.  Both our aims bl heen taken
at the same instant, and, unfortunately for him, both
were fatal. It is particulaly fond of watehing along
hedoe-rows, and in orelareds, where small hirds nsually
resort.  When grasshoppers ave plenty, they form a
considerable part of its food.

Thouwrh small sanlees, mice, lizards, &e. be fovonrito
morsels with this active bird, yet weare not to suppose
it altomether destitute of delicacy in feeding, Tt will
seldom or never eat of any thing that it has not itself
killed, and even that, if not (s epicures wonld term i)
i good éating order, is somelimes rejected, A very
respectable friend, through the medinm of Mr Bartram,
informs me, that ove morning he observed one of these
hawls dart down on the ground, and seize a mounse,
which he carried to a fence post, where, after exami-

ning it forsome time, he left it, and, a little while after,
“pouneed upon another monse, which he instantly carried
off to his nest, in the hollow of a tree hard by, The
geotleman, anxions to know why the hawlk had rejected

/

ole, in the middﬁ;-‘éL

e

wood, amd was in the act of mising the gan to my eve,”
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the first monse, went up to it, and found it to he ahnost
covered witle lice, and greatly emaciated ! Tlere was not
ouly delicacy of tast ¢, bt sound and prodent reason-
dnir ;— I 1 carry this to my nest, l||u1|"}l|l L, it will fill
it with vermin, and hardly be worth eating.,
The blne jays have a particular autipathy to this bird,
nnd i'n-qm-nrh' insnlt 1 ||:|.' follow e and ]milallju;: HM
notes so exactly, as 1o deceive even those woll avipuainted
with both. In return for all this abuse, the hawk
contents Inmsell with, now and then, feasting on the
plumpest of his perseentors, who are, therefore, in
erpetual dread of him; and yet, through some strange
infatuation, or from fear that, if they lose sight of him,
Ive way attack them unawares, the sparrow hawk no
{ sooner appears than the alarnn is given, and the whole
posse of jays follow,

The female of this species is cleven inches long, and
twenty-three from tip to tip of the expanded "l;!'l'";_‘l'ﬁr
The cere and legs are yellow ; Bill lue, tipr with black;
space ronnd the cye, erecnish blue ; iris, deep dusky ;
head, Dluish ash ; evown, rofons ; seven spots of black
on a white ground surround the head ; whole upper
parts reddish bay, transversely streaked with black ;
rimary anl secondary quills, black, spotted on their
mner vanes with browmsh white ; whole lower parts
yellowish white, marked with longifndinal HIF{'H][iH of
brown, exeept the chin, vent, and Bmoral feathers,
which are white; claws, black.

The male of this species (whicl is an inch and a half
shorter, has the :.-tImn}ldi'r of the wings blue, and also the
Dlaclk marks on the head, but is, in other respects, very
difterently marked from the female) will he deseribed

% in the next article, with sueh other particulars as may
be thought worthy of communicating,
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0, FALCO SPARFRREILE, LINXEUS,
AMERICAN sPARRDW IIAWK.

WILSUN, TLATE XXXIL FIG. 1T. MALE: — EDINBURGH COLLEGE
MUK LM,

Tur fomale of this species s described in the pre-
eedine article,

The male sparrow hawk mezsures about ten inches
l 3

in length, and twentg-one in extent ; the whole upper
parts of the head are of a fine slate blue, the shafts of the
plomage being black, the crown excepted, which is
marked with a spot of bricht rofous; the slate tapers
io o point on each side of the neck; seven black =pots
surround the head, 8= in the female, on a reddizh white
ground, which also borders cach sloping side of the
blue ; front, lores, line over aml under the eye, chin,
and throat, white ; femoral and vent feathers, vellowish
white ; the rest of the lower parts, of the same tint,
each feather beinr streaked down the centre with a
long black drap, those on the breast, slenders, on the
sides, larwer; upper part of the back and scapulars, 111.-1:[:
reddish bav, marked with ten or twelve transverse
waves of Llack ; whole wing-coverts and ends of the
secondaries, black, tipt with white, and spotted on their
inner vanes with the same; lower part of the back, the

rurmp, and tail-coverls, plain bright bay ; tail rounded, |

the two exterior feathors white, their inner vanes
Leautifully spotted with Mack; the next, bright ay,
with a broad baod of black near its ead, and ti||}t for
“half an ineh with yellowish white; pact”of its lower
exterior edze, white, spotted with black, and its oppasite
interior edge, touched with white; the whole of the
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others are very deep red Loy, with a single Tiroad ool
of Wack near the end, and tipt with yellowish white ;
cerve and legs, vellow 3 orbits, the sanie; Lill, hir||l il ;
iris of the eye, durlk, almost black ; 1|J1'l.l|' h]m’- Bk,
i The charncter of this lllll{"hl.lﬂllit\- "|'|:I'||l that of the
female, I'_{]'Llli at larre in the ]umm[ll"r tiele, 1

bave reason, however, to believe; that these birds

vary considerably in the colonr mri markings of their
plmn.lm- during the first aad second years ; E:uung met
with specimens every way corresponding with the
above, exeept in the lreast, which was a plain rufous
white, withont spots; the markings on the tail alzo
differing a little 1 different specimens,  These T uni-
formly found, on dissection, to bhe males; from the
stommach ul‘ulu* of which 1 TmrL a considernble part of
the carcass of a robin, (furdus migratorivs, ) anehading
the unlroken fedt and llnl.h ; though the volin ue 1||..1.!|1,-
measures within ]1.11[ an i 1"|| s lnng as the EpArTow
hawlk.

10, FALCO COLOMBARIELS, LINN.

FICEDN AWK,

WILSON, PLATE ¥V, FIG. 1Tl MALL: == ERIRNTRGCH COLLEGE
MUSELAL,

Tz small hiwk possrsses great 5-|1||'|t angl rapidity
of light. Ile ix gen '.1"1.' 1111--1'|Iu:| ¥ i the muddle um!_
norihern states, artiving in Pennsylvania early in spring,
and extending his micrations as far north as Huodson's
Bav. Afrer buildivg and reaving bis young, he retives
to the south carly in November,  Small bivds and mice
are his principal food,  When the reed-Dbivds, srakles,
and red-wingad Llackbivds congregate in lurgre flights,
he 15 ofte h-« rvel hovering in their ver, or onstheir
flanks, pic up the weak, the w ounded, or straggelers,
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and frequently making a sudden and fatal sweep into -
the very midst of their multitudes.. The locks of robins

and  pigeons are hononrved with the swme attentions
from this marander, whose daily excnrsions are t'lllirlll“;;x

- 1
regulated by the movements of the great body on whose =

unfortunate members he fattens,  The individuoal from
which the present deseription was taken, was shot
in the weadows below Philadelphia in the month of
Angust.  He was carrving off a blackbivd (oriolus
phanicens ) from the flock, amd, though mortally
wounded and dying, beld his prey fast till his last
rxpirm; lr:_'r.uth, havinr struck his claws wto its very

This was found to be o male. Sometimes when
at, and nor hurt, he will fly in circles over the
sportsman’s head, shricking out with great violence, as

it highly irritated.  He frequently flies low, skimming &~ —

a little above the field. I have never seen his nest,

The pigeon hawk is eleven inches long, and twenty-
three broad ; the whole upper parts are of a deep dark
brown, except the tail, which is crossed with bars of
white; the inner vanes of the quill feathers are marked
with round spots of reddish brown; the Lill is short,
strongly toothed, of a light blue colour, and tipped with
black ; the skin surrounding the eye, greemsh; cere,
the same ; temples and line over the eye, lizhter brown ;
the lower parts, brownish white, streaked laterally with
dark brown ; legs, vellow; claws, black, The female is
an inch and a half longer, of a still deeper colour,
though marked nearly in the same manner, with the
exception of some white on the hind head.  The
femoral, or thigh feathers, in both are of a remarkable
leneth, reaching nearly to the feet, and are also strealked

longitudinally with dark brown.  The irides of the ¥
eves of ihis Dird have heen hitherta deseribed as being °

of a brilliant vellow ; but every specimen [ bave yet
met with had the iris of a deep ]mm:};. I must therefore
follow mature, iu opposition to very numerous amd
..ru.-‘lpvcl:thh! nuthorities, -

caunot, in imilation of European naturalists, em-
bellish the history of this species with avecdotes of its

. T
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{',‘E'ulnit.-i in fiuleonry.  This science, iF it may be so ealled,
is among the few that have never ver travelled neross the
Atlantic : neither does it appear that the iden of training
waur hawks or eagles to the chase, ever sugrestod Ttself
to any of the Indian nations of North Amerien,  The
Tartars, howoever, Irom whom, accordivg 1o certain
writers, many of these uations originated, have long
excelled in the practice of this sport 3 which is indeed
better suited to an open country than to one eovered
with forest.  Though onee so honourable and =0 uni-
versal, it is now mueh disused in Euorope, and in
Britain iz nearly extinet.  Yet I canuot but consider it
as o mnch more noble and princely amusement than
horse-racing and cock-fighting, cultivated in certain
gtates with so mueh care; or even than pugilism, which
is still so highly patronized in some of those enlightened
eouutries.

BUBGENUE Vo—d5rt'in, NECHISTENN:
11, FALCO PALUMBARIVE, LINN. —FALC0 ATRICAPILLUS, WILSON.
ASH=-COLOURED; Ok DLACKE-CAP ITAWK:
WILSOHN, PLATE Lil. F1G. L *—EDIXBURGH COLLEGE MUSEDM,

Or this béantifal species I ean tind no precise des-

.L cription.  The ash-coloured buezard of Bdwards differs

so much from this, particularly in wanting the fine
zigewar lines Below, and the Wack eap, that 1 cannot
for a moment suppose them to be the same.  Tha-
individual here deseribed was shot within a few miles

* The bird here deseribed is the goshawk, andis olso' a Eurc-
prean gpecics, .
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of Philadelphin, and is now preserved, in good order,
in Mr Peale’s musenm,
It generidl make and aspect denotes preat steengath
amd spirit; its legs are strong, and its claws of werey
than proportionate size.  Shonld any othore specimen F
or varieiv of this hawk, diferine from the present,
ocear during the publication of this wark, it will enable
e more .'u'i‘llhtlrl"h' T th'ii;_‘ mite the species,
The black-cap hawk is twenty-one inches in length ;
the bill and eore are blue ; eve, reddish smber; crown,
black, bordered on each side by a line of white finely
speckled with black ; these lines of white mect on the
hind head ; whole ltrpl'l" parts, slite, tinged with brown, i
slichtost on the guills ; lees, feathered half way down, i
and, with the feet, of a :.'l']ll“l-' colour ;3 whaole |ﬂ'-‘!'ﬂ‘1 :
parts and femorals, white, most elegantly speckled with -
fine transverse pencilled zig-zag lines of dusky, all the '
shafis being o long black line ; vent, pure white.
I this be not the celebrated gosbowk, formerly so
much esteemed in faleonry, it is very closely allied to
it. I have never myself seen a specimen of that bird
in Enrope; and the descriptions of their best naturalists
vary considerably 3 but, from & careful examination of
the firure and aeconnt of the goshawk, siven by the
inrenions Mr Bewick, ( Brit. Birds, vol. i. p. 635,) 1
have very little doubt that the present will be fonnd to
Lie the same. i
The roshawk inbabits Franee and Germany ; is not =
very common in South Britain, but more frequent in J

|

the northern parts of the island, and is found in Hassia

and Siberia.  Buffon, who reared two young birds of

this kind, a male and female, abserves, that © the mos- -

bawk, before it lus shed its feathers, that s, in its first rl

vear, is marked on the breast and belly with longirg-

dinal brown spots; bot, after it has had two moultings, \'\
ey disappear, ane their place is ul't'-ll;li'iﬁ by tra 1
Cverse wavinge bares, which continue during_ the rest of

dts life”  He also gakes notice, that thodgh the male
©owais auch smaller than the female, it was fiereer and

more vicious, -
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Mr Pennant informs us, that the roshawk is used by
the Emperor of China in his = ortinge exoursious, when
he is wsually attended by his oeand faleoner, and a

« thousand of inferior rank. Every bird bas a silver

o |_|I.'E'H' fiustened to its foot, with the name of the fa T
who has the charge of it, that, in case it shonld be lost,
it niLy e restored to the [rroper persan ; but, 1f b
should not be ﬁnll]li. the bird 15 1|.1-ti'|.'1~|:'|-|] 1o anather
oftiger, called the guardian of lost birds, who, to malke
his situation known, ereets his standard in o vonspici-
ous place among the army of hunters.  The same writer
informs us, that he examined, in the Leverian Museam,
a specimen of the poshawlk which came from America,
amil which was superior in size to the European.  He
adds, * they are the best of all hawlks for falconry,”*

]l'_l- FARD PENNIVLTANTICUS, WILSON i me=BROAT=-WINOED MAWE.
WILSON, PLATE LIV. FIG. 1. -

Tuis hawk was shot on the Gth of May, in Mr Bar-
tram’s woois, near the Schuylkilly and was alterwarils
presented to Me Peale, in whese collection it now
retunins. 1t was perched on the dead limb of a high
tree, Teeding on something, which was afterwards found
to b the mewdow monse, - On my approach, it attered
a whining Kind of whistle, and tlew off to another tree,
where 1 followedand shot 1it,  Iis erveat beeadth of win_;_-r,
or width of the secondaries, and also of 112 head and
body, when compared with its length, strock me ax
pecaliavities. It seemed o remarkabily strong-huilt bivd,
hand=omely marked, and was altogether unknown to
me,  Mr Dartram, who examined it very attentively,
declared e had never before seen suceh o hawk. On

: the afternoon of the next day, T olserved another, pre-
bably its mate or companion, aud certainly one of the

W Aret, Zoolo . .
1

VoL 1.
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gante species, sailing about over the same woods,  [ts
motions wera in wide circles, with wnmoving wings,
the exterior outline of which seemed a complete spmi-
circle. [ was extremely mmxious to procure this alsey !'.f,‘
wossible; but it was attacked and driven away by a
scinpr-hirll before T conld effect my purpose, and 1T have
never sinee been fortunate enongh to mect with another,
O dlissection, the one T had shot proved to be nomale,
In size this hawk agrecs, nearly, with the duzzardet,
{__ﬁ;.’('rr .r;?ﬁ:}fus,} of Turton, described also |n_1,' Ponnnnt ;v
but either the descriptions of these authors are very
inaccurate, the change of colour which that bird under-
OB VOry orent, or the present is altogether a difforont
species,  Until, however, some gther specimens of this
hawk come onder my observation, I can only add the

fellowing particulars of its size and plumage :— i»—

Length, fowrteen inches; extent, thirty-three inches s
hill, black, blue wear the base, slichtly toothed ; ceve and
corners of the mouth, yellow; irides, bright amber ;
froutlet and lores, white; from the monih hackwards
russ a streak of blackish brown; upper parts, dark
brown, the plumage tipt and the head streakied with
whitish; almost all the feathers above mre spotted or
barred with white, lint this is not seen unless they boe
separated by the hand ; head, large, broad, and flat ; core
very hroad; the nostril also Iarge; tail short, the exterior
and interior feathers somewhat the shartest, theothers
rather longer, of a full black, and crossed with two bors
of white, tipt also slightly with whitish ; tail coverts,
spotted with white ; wings, dosky brown, indistinetly
harred with black ; greater part of the inner vanes,
suowy ; lesser coverts, and upper part of the baek, fipt
and streaked with bright ferruginons ; the bars of black
are very distinet on the lower side of the wing; lining ¥
of the wing, brownish white, beautifully marked with-
small arrow-heads of brown; chin, white, surronnided
iy streaks of black ; breast and sides, elegantly spotted
with large arrow-heads of brown centeced with pale

* dret. Zool, Nu. 109,
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brown; belly and vent, like the breast, white, hut more
thinly marked with pointed spots of brown; femorals,
hrownish white, thickly marked with small lulh‘.lll':: of

th‘lj'ﬂ'll and white; vent, u*hjte; leas, very stout; ieet,
goarsely sealed, both of a dirty orange yellow; l.'}:‘l'-\’s,
semicireular, strong and very sharp, hind one consider-
ably the largest.

While examining the plumage of this bird, a short
time alter it was shot, one of those winged ticks with
which many of our birds are infested, appeared on the
surfice of the feathers, moving about, as they usually
do, backwards or sideways like a erab, among the
plumage, with great facility. The fish-hawk, in par-
ticalar, 1« greatly pestered with these vermin, which
oceasionally leave him, as suits their convenience, A
gentleman who made the expeciment, assured me, that,
o plunging a live fish-hawlk ander water, several of
these winged ticks remained hovering over the spot,
and, the instant the hawk rose above the surfuce, dorted
again among his plumage.  The experiment was several
times made, with thie ke result.. As =oon, however,
as these parasites perceive the dead body of their patron
heginning to become cold, they abandon it; and, if the
person who holds it have his head uncovered, dive
wstantly among his hair, as I have myself frequently
experieneed ; and, though driven from ﬂll‘.‘_lll:i.‘,l'l‘lllt‘.ﬂ.ttﬂlj'
return, till they are canght and destroyed.  There are
various kinds of these ticls,  OF the one found on the
present hawlk, the headand thorax were light brown ;
the legs, six in number, of a bright green, their joints
moving almost horizontally, and thus cnabling the
creatare to pass with the greatest ease between the
laminme of feathers; the wings were single, of a dark
amber colour, and twice as long as the body, which
widened towards the extremity, where it was slightly
indented ; feet, two clawed, 5

This insect Lived for several days between the erystal
and dial-platesof a watch, carried in the poeket ; bat,
being placed for a few minutes in"the sun, fell into
couvhilsions aud died.
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13. Faloo FELOX,
SIMARP=-SHINNED HAWK.
WILSDY, FLATE XLV, FIG. L. —YOUXG BIRD.

Tuis is a bold and daring species, hitherto unknown
to naturalists.  The only hawk we have which ll}l-
proaches near it in colour is the pigeon hawk, already
deseribed in this work; but there are such striking
differences in the present, not only in eolour, but in
uther respects, as to point ont decisively its claims to
rank as a distinet species.  Its long and slender legs
and toes; its red fiery eye, feathered to the eyelids; p
its triangular grooved nostril, and length of tail, arve all
different from the pigeon hawk, whose legs are short
its eves dark hazel, surronnded with a broad bare yellow
skin, amd its nostrils small and circalar, centered with
a slender point that rises in it like the pistil of a flower.
There is 1o hawk mentioned by Mr Pennant cither as
inhabiting Europe or America, agreeing with this, I
may, thercfore, with confidence, pronounce it a non-
deseript; and have chosen a very singular peculiavity
which it possesses for its specific appnﬁntiuu,

This hawk was shot on the banks of the Schuylkill,
near Mr Bartram’s. Its singularity of flight surprised
me long before | succeeded in procuring it. It seemed
to throw itsell” from one quarter of the heavens to the
vther, with prodizious velocity, inclining to the earth,
swept suddenly down inte a thicket, and instantly
reappeared with a small bird in its talons. This feat ']
saw it twice perform, so that it was not merely an ace- f
dental mawenyre. The rapidity and seeming violeneg
of these zig-zag excursions were really remarkalile, and
appeared to me to be for the purpose of seizing his
wey by sudden surprise aud main foree of flight. 1

ept this hawk alive for several days, and was hopeful
I wight be able to cure it ; but he died of his wound,
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On the 15th of September, two young men whom |
ad despatched on a shooting expedition, met with this
species on onerof the runges of the Alleghany. It was
o driven around in the same furious Iu-'.uiinng HANIeT,

and had made a sweep at a red squirrel, which eluded
its grasp, and itself became the vietim. These are the
only individuals of this bied [ have been able to procure
and fortuuately they were male and female,

The female of this species was thirteen inches long,
and twenty-five inches in extent; the all, black towards
the point on both mandibles, but light blue at its base ;
cere, 4 fine pea greeen; sides of the mouth, the same ;
lores, pale whitish hlue, beset with haies; erown anl

~whole upper parts, very dark brown, every feather

4 narrowly skirted with a bright rust colour; over the

eye a stripe of vellowish white, streaked with deep
brown ; primaries, spotted on their inner vanes with
black ; secondaries, crossed on both vanes with three
bars of dusky, below the coverts ; inner vanes of both
primaries and secondaries, brownish white; all the
seapulars marked with large round spots of white, not
seen unless the plumage he parted with the hand; tail,
long, neacly even, erossed with four bars of black and
ns many of brown ash, and tipt with white; throat and
whole lower parts, pale yellowish white; the former
marked with fine long pointed spots of dark brown, the
latter with large oblong spots of reddish brown ; femo-
rals, thickly marked with spade-formed spots, on a
‘ﬁulc rufous ground ; lews, long, and feathered a little
clow the knee, of a greenish yellow colour, most
yellow at the joints; edges of the inside of the shins,
below the kuee, projecting like the edge of a koife,
hard and sharp, as il intended to enable the bird to
Liold its prey with more security between them ; eye,
Lrilliant yellow, sunk below a projecting cartilage.
The male was nearly two inches shorter; the uppes
parts, dark, brown; the feathers, skirted with pale
reddish, the front also streaked with the same; cere,
gréenish vellow ; lores, bluish; bill, black, as in the
female; streak over the eye, lighter than in the former ;
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chin, white; breast the same, streaked with brown;
hawrs om the taal rather narvower, but in tint aond vumber
the same ; bellv and vent, white; feet and shins exactly

—

as in the female; the toes have the same |u~1ul|tlﬂﬁ!’-"".1

lobes which mark those of the female : the w i!lli_f.\' barred
with black, very noticeable on the lower side,

Sinee writing the above, 1 have shot auother spe-
cimen of this hawk, correspouding in almost every
]mrtil:ulnr with the male Izt mentioned nd which
on dissection also proves to be a male. 5 lnst hod
within the grisp of hiz sharp talons o small lizard, just
killed, on which he was about to feed. How ha con-
trived to get possession of it appeared to me matter of

surprise, os lightning itself secins scarcely more floot™,

than this Little reptile, which is known in many parts of
the country by the name of the swift.  So rapid are its
«motions, that, in passing from one place to another, it
vanishes, aml actoally eludes the everin running a dis-
tance of twelve or fifteen foer, 1t is frequently seen
ou fences that are covered with rray maoss and lichen,
which in colour it very much resemblis ; it seeks shelter
in hollow trees, and also in the ground about their
decayed roots. They are most numerous in hilly parts
of the country, particularly on the declivities of the
Blue Mountain, among the crevices of rocksandstones,
When they are disposed to run, it is almost impossible
to shoot them, as they disappear at the first touch of
the trigger,

Id: FALCO PENRSYEFANICTS, ® WILsOX,
e

ELATE COLOURED HAWE. —0OLD RIRD.

WILSON, PLATE XLVI. FIG. L.
.
Trts elegant and spirited little hawk i a native of
Penusylvania, and of the Atlantic states generally ; and
L]

* This bird is the adult of the fulea velpe,

.

D .

)

o T



S g

TS P R e T

e A AR
FENE R i o S S e A e

il

-

, ¥
g

e

= 5

SLATE COLOURED HAWEK. 71
15 now I:hr the first time introduced to the notice of
the pulilie, 1t frequents the more settlod parts of tho
conutry, chielly in winter; is at all times o scarce

®

pospreies; dlies wide, in a very irrecular manner, and

f-“'jfl Iy i preys on lizards, mice, and small birds, and
s an active and daring little hunter,

The great difficulty of acenrately  diseriminating
between different speeies of the hawls teibe, on account
of the various appearances they assume at different
periods of their long lives, at first excited a suspicion
that this might be one of those with which [ was
already acquainted, in a different dress, namely the
sharp-shinned hawk just described ; for such are the
.changes of colonr to which many individuals of this
genns are snbject, that, unless the naturalist has recourse
to those paris that are subject to little or no alteration
in the full grown bivd, viz, the particular conformation
of the less uosteil, tail, and the velative length of the
Intter to that of the wings, also the peculiar character
of the countenance, he will frequently be deceived. By
comparing these, the sime species may often he detected
uinder a very different garl,. Were all these changes
aceurately known, there is no doubit but the number of
species of this tribe, at present enumerated, wuuh! Lns
greatly diminished, the same bird baving been described
by certain writers three, four, and even five different
times as so many distingt species.  Testing, however,
the present linwk by the rules above-mentioned, 1 bave
uo hesitation in considering it as a specics different
from any hitherto deseribed; and 1 bave classed it
accordingdy,

The slate-coloured hawle is eleven inches long, amd
twentyv-one inehes in extent ; Lill, blue black ; cere and
sides of the mouth, dull green ; eyelid, yellow ; eye, deep
sunk under the projecting eyebrow, and of a fiery
orange colour ; upper parts of a fine slate; primaries
brown black, aud, ns well as the secondaries, barred
with dusky} seapulars, spotted with white and brown,
which is not seen unless the plumage be separated b

the hand; all the feathers above are shafted with
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black ; tail, very slightly forked, of an ash colour, fintly
tinged with brown, erossed with four braad bands of
Black, and tipt with white; tail, theeednches longer
than the 'n'iu;_m; over the eye extends n streak of dull
white ; ehin, white, mixed with fine black hairs 3 breast
and belly, beantifully varicoated with ferrnginons anil
transverse spots of white ; femorals, the same; vent,
pure white ; legs, long, very slender, and of a rich
aranre :'&lluw; claws, black, large, and remarkalily
sharp ; lining of the wing, thickly marked with heart-
shaped spots of black. This bird, on dissection, was
found to ll-u a male.  In the month of Febrnary, 1 shot
another individual of this speeies, néar Hampton, in

Virginia, which agreed almost exactly with the present.:

SUBCENDS V1. —ICTINId, VIEILL.
18, PALCO MISSISSIPPIENEIS, WILSON, — MISSISSIPrL KITE.
WILSOX¥, FLATE XXV. FiG. I.— 3MALE,

Turs new species 1 first obzerved in the Mississippi
I.t'rrilor}'. a few miles below Natchez, on the plintation
of Williim Dunbar, Esq. To the hospitality of this
gentleman, and his amiable family, I am indebted for
the opportunity afforded me of procuring this and one
or two more new species,  This excellent man, whose
life has been devoted to science, though at that time
confined to hed by a severe and dangerous indisposition,
mand personally unacguainted with me, no sooner heard
of my arrival at the town of Natchez, than e sent a
servant and horses, with an invitation and request, to
come wnl make his house my home and head-quarters,
while engaged in exploring that part of the country.
The few iupp}‘ days l spent there I shall never forget,

In my perambulations I -frequently remarked this,
hawlk sailing about in easy circles, and at a considerable
height in the air, generally in company with the turkey
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MISSISSIPPI KITE. 73

buzzards, whose manner of flight it so exactly imitates
#s 1o seem the sume species, only in miniature, or seen
at o more immense height,  Why these two birds,
Awhose fond and manners, in other respects, are so
different, should so frequently associate together in air,
I am at o loss to comprehend, We cannot for o moment
suppose them mutually deceived by the similarity of
cach other's flight : the keenness of their vision forbids
all suspicion of this kind. They may perhaps be
engared, at such times, In mere usement, as they
are observed to soar to great heights previous to a
storm ; or, what is more probable, they may both be in
pursuit of their respective food.  Ouoe, that he may
yecounoitre & vast extent of sur below, anid trace
the taionted atm phere to his favourite ecarrion; the
other in search of those larme beetles, or coleopterous
insects, that are known often to wing the hisher resions
of the nir; and which, in the threee individuals of this
gpecies of hawk which I examined Isy dissection, were
the only substances found in their stomachs,  For
severul miles, as I passed near Bayo Manchalk, the trees
wWore Fi'l.'i'.'i.l".l.‘ilill;_"l' with a kind of cicada, or locust, that
made a deafening noise; and here 1 observed numbers
of the hawk now before us sweeping about among the
trees like swallows, evidently in pursuit of these locusts
g0 that iusects, it would appear, are the principal food
of this species,  Yet when we contemplate the beak
and talons of this bird, both so sharp and powerfual, it
is dificult to believe that they were not mtended hy
nature for some more formidable prey than beetles,
locnsts, or grasshoppers; and I doubt not but mice,
lizards, snikes, nmll small birds, furnish him with an
oceasional repast,

This hawk, which proved to be a male, thongh
wonnded and precipitated from a vast height, exhilited,
in his distress, symptoms of great strength, and an alinost
uncongquerable spirit. T no sooner approached to pick
him up than he instantly gave battle, striking rapidly
withs his claws, wheeling round and round as he lay
partly on his vrump; and defending himsell’ with great

et
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vigilanee and dexterity ; while his dark ved eve sparkled
with rase, Notwithstanding all my eaution in _-.:-i-ﬂiug
him to carry him home, he steock hisind cliaw into |
my hand with such force as to pevetrate into the boged
Anxions to preserve his life, l endeavoured genily to ———
disengage it; but this made him ounly contract it the
more powerfully, causing such pain that 1 had no other
alternative but that of cutting the sinew of his heel
with my penknife.  The whoele time he lived with me,

he geemed to wateh every movement I made; erecting

the feathers of his hind head, and eveing me with
savage fierceness; considering me, no doubt, as the
greater savare of the fwo.  What effect education
might have had on this species under the tutorship Df\
some of the old European professors of falconry, I know

not; but if extent of wing, and enercy of character, ,
and ease and rapidity of flight, would have been any”
recommendations to royal patronage, this species pos-
sesses all these ina very eminent degree,

The long pointed wings and forked tail point out the
affinity of this hird to that family or subdivision of the
faleo genus, distinguished by the name of kites, which
sail without ﬂ:llppiug the wings, and eat from their
talons as they slide along.

The Mississippi kite measures fourteen inches in
length, and thirty-six inches, or three feet, in exteut!
The head, veek, and exterior webs of the secondaries,
are of a hoary white; the lower parts a whitish ash;
bill, cere, lores, and varrow line round the eye, hlack;
back, rump, seapulars, and wing coverts, dark blackish
ash ; wings, very long and pointed, the third quill the
longest; the primaries are black, marked down each 'r?,-'

side of the shaft with reddish sorrel; primary coverts
also slightly touched with the same; all the upper s
plumagze at the roots is white; the seapulars are also
spotted with white ; but this cannot be perecived unless
the feathers be hlown aside; tail, slightly forked, and,
as well as the rumyp, jet back; legs, vermilion, tinged
with orange, and hecoming Wackish towards the toes;

¢laws, black; iris of the eye, dark red ; pupil, black,
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SWALLOW-TAILED HAWEK.

‘.i SUBCENUS VIL — BELANDE, BAVIGNY.

1G: PALCO PURCATUS, —SWALLOW=TAILED AWK,
WILSOX, PL. Ll. FIG. Il MALE. —EDIXBURGIH COLLECE MUSEUAL

Tuis very clegant species inhabits the southern
districts of the United States in summer; is seldom
seen as far north as Pennsylvania, but is very abundant
in South Carelina and Georgin, aud still more so in
West Florida, and the extensive prairies of Ohio
Amd the Indiana tervitory. 1 met with these binds in
¢ the carly part of May, at a place called Duck Creek, in
® Tennessee, and found them sailing about in great
sumbers near Bayo Manchae on the Mississippi, twenty
or thirty being within view at the same time. At that
season o species of cicada, or locust, swarmed amang
the woods, making a deafening noise, and 1 coulid
perceive these hawks frequently snatching them from
the trees. A species of lizavd, which is very numerons
in that quarter of the country, and has the faculty of
changing its colour at will, also furnishes the swallow-
tailed hawlk with a favourite morsel. These lizards are
sometimes of the most brilliant light green, in o few
minutes change to a divty clay colour, and again become
nearly blaclk. The swallow-tailed hawk, and Mississippi
kite, feed eagerly on this lizard; and, it is said, on a
smiall green snake also, which is the mortal enemy of
the lizard, and frequently pursues it to the very extre-
- mity of the branches, where both become the prey of
b the hawl.®
' The swallow-tailed hawk retires to the south in
Octobier, at which season, Mr Bartram informs me, they

* This animal, if T mistake not, is the locerta bullaris, or
Madder lizard, yof Turton, vol. is p. GGG, The facility with
which it changes colour is surprising, and oot gencrally known to
naturalists.
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are seen in Florida, at a vast hedght in the air, sailing

about with ereat steadiness ; and continne to be seen

thuos, passine to their winter quarters, for several days.

They nsually feed from their claws as they ty alenzd
Their flight is easy and graceful, with sometimes

oeeasionil sweeps among the teees, the long feathers of
their tail spread out, and each extremity of it used,

alternately to lower, elevate, or otherwise direct their

aourse, 1 have never vet met with their nests,

These hirds are particularly attached to the extensive
praivies of the western countries, where their favonrite
snakes, lizards, grasshoppers, amd locusts are in abun-
dance. They are sometimes, though mrely, seen in
Penusylvania and New Jersey, and that only in long
and very warm summers. A specimen now in the Mp-"

seunt of Philadelphia, was shot within a few milesof -

that city. We are informed, that one was tuken in the!
South =oa, off the const which lies between Ylo and

Arica, in about lat. 23 deg. south, on the eleventh of
September, by the Reverend the Fatlier Louis Feuillée®

They are also common in Mexico, and extend their

mirrations as fr as Peru.

The swallow-tailed hawk measores full two feet in
length, and upwards of four feet six inches in extent ;
the Lill is blaclk ; cere, yellow, covered at the baso with
bristles ; iris of the eve, silvery croam, surronnded with
a blovd-red ving ; whole head and neck pure white, the
shafts fine black hairs; the whole lower parts also pure
white; the throat and breast shafted in the same
manner; upper parts, or back, black, glossed with green
and purple; whole lesser coverts, very dark purple;
wings long, reaching within two inches of the tip of
the tail, and black ; tail also very long, and remarkably
forked, consisting of twelve feathers, all black, glossed
with green and purple; several of the tertinls white,
or eilged with white, but generally covered by the
scapulars ; inner vaues of the secondaries, white on their

¥ Jour. des Ol tom, §i, 3%
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upper half, black towards their -,u:-imn; Lining of the
wines white; legs, }-rlluw,almrl,mul thick, and ﬁutlnercd
before half way below the koee ; elaws, mueh curved,
pwhitish ; outer dlaw, very small. The greater part of
the plumage is white at the base; and, when the
scapulars gre a littie ||'ISII]:|:.‘+H|, t]it"y' appear  spotted
with white
This was a male in perfect plumage. . The colour and
markings of the male and female are nearly alike.

SURGEXUS Y111 — PATED, BLCIINTEIN.
17: FALUO LAGOPUS, WILSON. —ROUCH=-LEGGFD FALIMIN.
WILEON, PLATE XXXIL: FIG: L. —ENINLURGH COLLECE SPUsFUAM.

Tuts handsom@ gpecies, notwithstanding its formi-
dalile size and appearance, spends the chief part of the
winter among our low swamps and meadows, watching
for mice, frogs, lame ducks, and other inglorious mme
Twenty or thirty individuals of this fanily bave regularly
taken up their winter guarters, for several years past,
and probably long anterior to that date, in the meadows
below this eity, between the rivers Delaware ani
Schuylkill, where they spend their time watehing along
the dry banks like eats; or sailing low and slowly over
the surface of the ditches.  Though renderved shy from
the many attempts made to shoot them, they seldom
ily far, usually from one tree to amother at no great
distanee, making a loud squeeling as they arise, some-
thing resembling the neighing of a young colt, though
in a more shrill and savage tone. -

On comparing these with Pennant's deseription,®
they corresponded so exact Iy, that no doubis remain of
their being the same species.  Towards the beginning

v Aretie Zuology, pe 200, No. 92,
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of April, these hirds abandon this part of the couutry,
and retire to the north to hreed,

They are common, during winter, in the lower parts
of Maryland, awd nnmerous in the extensive meadowsy

below Newark, New Jersey; are froquent along the -

Counectient river, and, according to Pennant, inhabit
England, Norway, and 'I_..'.quu.'lrk, Their ﬂigllt 18 slow
and heavy. They are often seen coursing over the
surface of the meadows, long after sunset, I.ilﬂ.l.'l.j' fims
inpairs. They gencrally roost on the tall detached
trees that rise from these low grounds ; and talke their
stations, at day-breal, near a ditch, bank, or hay stack,
for hours together, watching, with patient vizilance,
for the first unlueky froo, mouse, or hzard, to make its
appearance.  The instant one of these is descried, the

bawk, slidivg into the air, and taking a civenitons P

eourse along the surfice, sweeps over the spot, and in"
Y instant has his prey grappled and sprawling in the
air,

The rough-legred hawk measures twenty-two inches
in length, and four feet two inches in extent; ecere,
sides of the mouth, and feet, rich yvellow ; legs, feathered
to the toes, with brownish yellow plumage, streaked
with brown; femorals the sane; toes, comparatively
short; claws and bill, blue black ; iris of the eve, bricht
amber; upper part of the head, pale ochre, streaked with
browmn ; back and wings, chocolate, each feather edged
with bright ferruginons; first four primaries, nearly
black about the tips, edred externally with silvery in
some lights ; rest of the quills, dark chocolate ; lower
side, and interior vaues, white ; tail coverts, white ;
tail, rounded, white, with a broad band of dark hrown
near the end, and tipt with white; body below, and
breast, lighit yellow ochre, blotched and streaked with
chocolate.  What constitutes a characteristic mark of
this bird, is a belt, or girdle, of very dark brown, passing
round the belly just below the breast, and reachinge
under the wings to the ramp; head, very broad, and
bill uncommonly small, suited to the humility of its
prey.
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The female is much darker, both above and helow,

particularly in the Lelt, or givdle, which is nearly blaclk

|t tail coverts are also spotted with chocolate ; she is
=0 something larger.

15, FaLoo NIGER, WILSON, — FALCO SANCTI-JONANNIE, GIELIN,

HLACK HMAWE,

WILSOX; PLATE LIIL. Fi0, L — ADULT BIRD.

Tuis is a remarkably shy and wary bird, found mo
frequently along the marshy shores of our lge rivers ;
Teeds on mice, frogs, and moles ; sails moch, and some-
-4 {imes at a grent height; has been seen to kill o duck
Son wing 3 sits by the side of the marshes on a stake for

an hour at a time, in an almost perpendicnlar position,
as if dozing : llies with zreat ease, and oceasionally
with great swiftness, seldom fapping the wings; scems
particularly fond of river shores, SEWALI S, riluf.ll‘::lmlms;
15 most nomerous with us in winter, and but rarely
seen in summer; is remarkable for the great size of its
eyey length of its wings, and shortness of its toes. The
breadih ofits head is likewise uncommon,

The black hawk is twenty-one inclies lonr, and four
oot two inches in extent ; bill, bluish blacl; cere, and
sides of the mouth, orange yellow ; feet the same; eye,
very large; ivis, bricht hazel; cartilage, overhanping
the oye, rmmlmrut, of n dull greenish colour ; general
eolour above, brown black, slightly dashed with dirty

white ; nape of the neck, pure white nnder the surface ;
frout, white; whele lower parts, black, with slight
tinges of brown; and o few cirenlar touches of the
saie on the femorals; legs, feathiered to the toes, and
black touched with brownish ; the wings reach rather
beyontl the tip of the tail; the five first primaries are
white on thetr inner vanes; tail, rumldc{lll at the end,
deep black, erossed with five narrow bands of pune
whife, and broadly tipt with dull white ; vent, b ek,
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spotted with white; inside vanes of the primaries,
snowy 3 claws, black, strong and sharp; toes, remark-
ably short,

l) strongly suspect this bird to be of the very samgd
species with the next, though both were found to e
males,  Although ditfering greatly in plumage, vet in
all their characteristic fentures Ifw:.' strikingly resem-
ble each other. The chocolate colonred bhawk of
Pennant, and St Joln's fuleon, of the same author,®
are doubtless varieties of this ; and, very probably, his
rougl-leesed fulcon also.  His fizures, however, are
bad, and ill caleulated to exhibit the true form and
||pi;‘|-:!.r.'mrr of the bird.

his spocies is o native of North America alone, We
have no account of its ever having been seen inan
part of Europe; nor have we any account of its place [~ -
or manter of breeding,

19 BEACK MAWE.

i
WILSON, FLATE LilL FIQ. Il ==YOUNG DIRTL

Tais is probably a vounger bird of tlie preceding
species, being, thoogh a male, somewhat less than its
companion.  Both were Killed in the same meadow, at
the same place and time.  In form, features, s habi- -
tudes, it exactly agreed with the former.

This bird measures twenty inches in length, and in
extent four feet ; the eyes, bill, cere, toes, and claws,
wore as in the preceding ; lead above, white, streake:d
with black and Light browo ; along the evebrows a black I,..-""J
line ; cheeks, streaked like the head ; neck, streaked with T
Iack and reddish brown, on a pale vellowish white f
erround ;. whole upper parts brown black, doshed with
brownish white and pale fermginous s tail, whitefor half
its length, ending in brown, marked with one or two .

*  Aretic Zaology, Nos. 03 and 04, .
i
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+ bars of dusky and & Large bar of Wlaclk, and tipt with dull
white; wings as in the preceding, their lining variegated
with black, white, and fervucinons 3 throat and breasg

filr}r-u'l-'nihh }'1'11-:7.1.', dashed with Mael ; h(‘!ll_!,’ beantifull
variegited with spots of white, Wack, and pale ferrug-
nous ; femorals and feathered legs the smne, but rathep
darker; vent, plain rownish white,

The eriginal colour of these birds in their young state
iy pmlmh]}- be pale brown, as the present individual
seemed to be changing to a darker eolour on the neck
and sides of the head. This change, from pale brown to
black, is not greater than some of the genns are actually
Luown to undergo, One great advantage of examining
living, or newly killed specimens, is, that whatever may

/e the difference of colonr between any two, the eye,

~4 countenanee, and form of the head, instantly betray the
common family to which they belonge ; for this family
Likeness is never lost in the living bird, though in stuffed
skins and preserved specimens it is frequently entirely
obliterated. 1T have no hesitation, therefore, in' giving
it as my opiuion, that the present and preceding birds
are of the same species, differing ouly in age, both being
males.  Of the female I am unable at present to speak.
. Pennant, in bis account of the chocolate-colonred
hawle, whicl ig, very probably, the same with the present
and preceding species, observes, that it preys much on
dueks, sitting on a vock, and watching their rising, when

. it instantly strilees them.

While traversing our sea const and salt marshes,
between Cape May and Egg Harbour, [ was everywhore
told of o efweed Beawk, noted for striking down ducks on

. wing, thowrh flying with their nsual rapidity. Many
e extravagancies were mingled with these acegunts, part-
eilarly, thit it always struek the ducks with its breast-
bone, whicl was nniversally said to project several inches,
aud to be strong and sharp, From the best verbal
deseriptions 1 conld obtain of this hawk, 1 have strong
- suspicions that it is vo other than the dlack hawk, as its
| wings were suid to be long and very pointed, the colon
| ver§ durk, the size nearly alike, and several other traits
YOL, I. r
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28, PALCO DORRALIS, WILSDY, — KED-TAILED 1N

WILEON, PLEATE Lils FiG. 1. — ADULT.

.
Binps maturally thinly dispersed over a vast extent }\ =
of country; retiving during summer to the depth of the
forests to breed ; approaching the habitations of man,
like other thieves and plunderers, with shy and cautions
Jealousy ; seldom permitting a near advanee ; subject to
great changes of plumage; and, since the decline of
faleonry, seldom or never domesticated,— offer to those
who wish eagerly to investizate their history, and to
delineate theie purticular charactor and manuers, great £
amd insurmountable difficultics. Little more can be
done in such eases than to identify the species, and
traee it throngh the various quarters of the world
where it has been eertainly met with,
The red-tailed bawk is most frequently seen in the

lower parts of Penusylvanin durine the severity of
winter, Amour the extensive weadows that border
the Schuylkilland Delaware, below Philads] phin, where
flocks of larks, (erleaneelee magig, ) and where mice el
moles are in rreat abundanee, many individoals of thie ™
hawk spend the greater part of the winter. Othors
prowl around the plantatinns, looking out for vagrant
chickens; their method of seizing which is, by sWeop-
inwswillly over lln-_ spot, and wrappling tlien & ith theye
talins, ani “"."” ring .””"" away to ‘llu_- woods.,  The

+ bird, from which the following deseription wysg taken,

T
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was surprised in the act of feeding on a hen he hiad just
Lilled, and which e was compelled to abandon,  The
remains of the chicken were immediately baited to i
4 ateel trap, il ewdy the next morning the unfortunate
red-tail was found a prisoner, securely fstened by the
ler, The same hen, which the 1I:|{‘ before he lad
maseaered, was, the very mnext, made the means of
decoving him to his destruction,—in the eye of the
farmer o system of faie and just retribution.
This species inhabits the whole United States, and,
I believe, is not mizratory, as 1 found it, in the month
of May, as far south as Fort Adams, in the Mississippi
territory,  The young were, at that time, nearly as
lurge as their parents, and were very clamorous, Jlmiiiu;.:
"an incessant squealing noise,  Oae, which ©shot, con-
4 tained in its stomach mingled fragments of {frogs aod
lizards.

The ved-tailed howk is twenty inches long, and three
feet nine inches in extent; Wll, blue l;r?:lfh; cere,
and sides of the mouth, yellow, tinged with green;
lores, and spot on the under evelid, white, the former
murked with fine radiating hairs ; eyebrow, or cartilage,
a dull eel-skin colour, ]}:rumilwnt, pmjerliug aver the
eve; a broad streak of dork brown extends from the
stdes - of the mouth backwards ; crown and hind head,
dark brown, seamed with white, and ferrnginous ; sides
of the neck, dull Ferrarinous, strealied with brown;
eye, lirge ; iris, pale amber; back and shounlders, deep
brown; wings, dusky, barred with blackish ; ends of
the live first prinmrie.ﬁ nearly blnck ; smqmlurﬁ, bawrredl
broadly with white and browu ; sides of the tail coverts,
white, barred with ferrnginous, middle ones darle, edged
with rust ; tail, rounded, extending two inelies beyonil
the wings, and of a bright red brown, with o single Tl
of black nenr the end, and tipt with beownish white ;
on some of the lateral feathers are slight indications
of the remning of other narrow bars  lower parts,
lrownish white ; the breast, ferruginons, streaked with
darle brown; across the belly, a baud of interrupted
p ots of brown; chin, white; femorals and vent, pale

Lt el
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brownish white, the former marked with a fow minute
heart-shaped spots of brown ; legs, yellow, feathered
half’ way ’Inlmv the knees.

Thix was a male.  Another specimen,” shot within
few days after, agreed, in almost every particular of
it colour and markings, with the present; and, on
dissection, was found to be a fomale,

21. FALCO LEFERIANDUS, AMELICAN HUEZARLD; OR WHITE-
EREASTED HAWE.®

WILSOX,; PLATE LIl FiG. I.

Ir is with =ome doubt and hesitation that T introduce |
the presemt as a distinet species from the preceding,
In their size and gencral aspect they resemble each
other consideralily; vet 1 have found both males and
females among each; and o the present species 1 bave
sometimes found the ground eolour of the tail strongly
tinged with ferruginons, and the bars of dusky but
slight ; while inothe preceding the tail is sometimes
whally red brown, the single bar of Tlack near the tip
excepted ; in other specimens evident remains of numes
rous other bars are visible.  In the weantinme, both are
described, and future aliservations may throw more light
on the matter,

This bird is more nunmereus than the last; Tut
frequents the same situations in winter. One, which
was shot in the wing, lived with me several weeks;
bt refuscd to eat. It amnsed itself by frequently
Im]g:inn from one end of the room te the other; and
sitting for hours at the window, looking down on
the passengers below. At first, when approached by
any person, be generally put himself in a theeaten-
ing llmt-itiml; bur after some time he became quite
Fumiliar, permitting bimself to be handled and shutting

. * This is the young of the preceding species .
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his eyes, a5 if quite passive.  Though he lived so lon

without foml, he was founid on dissection to be exoeed-

ingly fut, his stomach being enveloped in a mass of
Fyolid fat of nearly an inch in thickness,

1 The white-lireasted hawlk is twenty-two inches long,
and four feet in extent; cers, pale wreen; bill, pale
blue, black at the point; eye, bricht straw colour;
eycebirow, projecting sreatly ; head, broad, fat, and largre;
upper part of the head, sides off the neck and back,
brown, streaked and seamed with white and some pale
rust ; scapulars and wing-coverts spotted with white ;
wing quills much resembling the preceding species ;
tail coverts, white, handsomely Iu::rn_-:!l with brown ; tail,
alishtely rounded, of a pale brown eolour, varying in
gome to a sorrel, cru:ﬁn:{l Ly nine or ten Lars of Dilaek,
and tipt for balf ao inch with white; wings, brown,

i Barved with dusky ; inner vanes nearly all white; chin,
' throat, and breast, pure white, with the exception of
some slight touches of brown that enclose the chin;
femorals, yellowish white, thinly marked with minute
touches of rust; legs, bright yellow, feathered half way
down ; belly, broadly S|1u|:t1."ti).1\'ilil Llack or very deep
brown ; the tips of the wings reach to the middle of
the tail.

My reazons for inelining to consider this a distinet
speetes from the last, is that of having uniformly fonnd
the present two or three inches larger than the former,
thongh this may possibly be owing to their greater

nge.

i-._ i *- SURCENUS IX. — CIHCUS, HECHSTELN,

22, PALOO NTEMNALIS, WILSON, — WINTER FALCON.

Tuis elesant and .-&E:-iriwil hawlk visits us from the

'F'_ WILSON, TLi XXXV, FIG. I — ADULT JEALE,
\ north early in November, and leaves us late in March.

P
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He is a dexterous frog catcher; and, that he may
pursue his profession with full effect, takes up lis

winter residence almost entirely among onr meadows

and marshes, He sometimes stufls himself so enor® |
monsly with these reptiles, that the prominency of his

aaw makes a large bunch, and he appears to fly with
difficulty. I have taken the hroken fragments, amd

whole carcasses of ten froes, of different dimeusions,

from the erop of a single individual,  OF his genius and

other exploits, [ am upable to say much.  He appears

tis e fearless and active bird, silont, and not very shy.

CUme which Tkept for some tite, and which was ztl‘ighﬂ}f
wonnded, disdained all attempts made to reconeile him

to confinement ; and '.'n:tlﬂl{ not suffer a person o
approach without Deing llig‘lll}‘ irritated, Ihrm‘.'iug r‘_‘____‘ '
himself backward, and striking, with expanded talons, ©
with great fury.  Thoogh shorter winged than some o

his tribe, yet T have no doubt, but, with proper care,

he might be trained to strike nobler mame, in a bold

style, and with great cffect.  But the edueation of
hawks in this country may well be postponed for a

time, until fewer improvements remain to be made in

that of the human subject.

Length of the winter hawlk twenty inches; extent

forty-one inches, or nearly three feet six inches; eere

and legzs, vellow, the latter long, and feathered for an

mech below the knee ; bill, bluish black, small, furnished

with a tooth in the upper vmndible ; eve, brizht amber, t
“wartilaze over the eye, very prominent, anid of o dull
green ; head, sides of the neck, and throat, dark brown,
streaked with white ; lesser coverts with a strong slow

of ferruginous; secondaries, pale brown, indistinetly T~
harred with darler ’Ilﬁnmriﬂs, brownish orane, spotied ,;'*
with black, wholly black at the tips; tail, long, slightly
rounded, barved alternately with dark and pale brown ;

inner yanes, white, exterior fenthers, brownish orange ;
wings, when closed, reack rather beyond the middle of

the tail; tail coverts, white, marked with heart- i
shaped spots of bhrown, breast and belly, white, avith
numerous long drops of brown, the shafts blackish;

-
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femoral feathers, large, pale yellow ochire, marke1 with
nmerons minute streales of pale brown ; cluws, black,
The leas of this bied are represented by ditferent antlors

aas slender ;s but 1 saw no appearance of this in those
I examined,

The female is considerably darker above, and nlrmlt
two inches longer,

93. Parco EINEATCS, WILSON, ® — NED=-S8I0OULDELED IIAWE,
WILSON; PLATE LILL Fro. 1.

Twis species is more rarely met with than cither of
4 the former.  Its hannts are in the neighhourhood of the
P osea. It press on larks, sandpipers, and the small vinged
wplover, and frequently ou ducks. It flies high and
wrregularly, and not in the sailing manner of the long-
\un"i.':l bawks, 1 have oe vl"-»ml':nlmlh+ observed this bird
vear Egg Harbour, in New Jersey, and once in the
meadows below this city. This hawk was first trans-
mitted to Great Britain by Mr Blackburne, from Long
Island, in the state of New York., With iis manner of
building, eres, &e. we are altogether unacquainted,
The red-shouldered hawk is nineteen inches long;
the head and back are brown, seamed and edzed with
rusty 3 bill, blue black; cere and leas, yvellow ; greater
1.1'il1;:-|..|.i\1rrl.*t and secondaries, pale olive brown, thickly
spotte rd om both vanes with white and pale rusty ; primag
ries, very darl, nearly black, and barred ar r-puth ul with
white ; tail, vounded, reac 'lulllr abont an inch and a liadf
In.-}'mul the wings, Dlac -k, crossed by five bands of white,
* and broadly ﬁpt with tlu- sanne ; wi; e Direast and helly,
bright rusty, speckled and spotted with transverse rows
of white, the shatts black ; elinand cheeks, pale brownish,
streakied also with black ; iris, reddish hazel ; vent, pale
ochre, tipt with rusty § lees, feathered a little below the

* This appears to be the voung male of the winter faleon,
a
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kuees, longs these and the fect, a fine yellow ; claws,
Black ; femorals, pale rasty, faintly bareed with a dacker
tint. { §
I the month of April T shot a female of this speeiess
and the only one 1 have vet met with, in o swamp, seven
or eirht miles helow PII'“:Idl,"IlJIIi:I, This egros were, some
of them, nearly as large as peas, from which cirenme-
stance, 1 think it probable, ﬂlu"'r breed iu such solitary
warts even in this state,  In colour, size, and markingms,
it differed very little frome the male deseribed above,
The tail was searcely quite so black, and the white bars
not so pure; it was also something larrer,

23 FULCOFLIGINOSLS; WILSON.~—FiLCO CYANEUS, LIXN.EUS F'F
fr

7.

MARSH TLAWE.
WILSON, FLATE LI. FIG. L—=YO0UXNG IMEMALE.

A prawise of this hawk was transmitted to Mr
Edwards, more than fifty vears ago, by Mr William
Bartram, and enrraved in Plate 201 of Edwoards's
Ornithology. At that time, and T believe till now, it
has been considered as a species peculiar to this coun-
ry.
1 have examined various individuals of this hawlk,
both in summer and in the depth of winter, and find
them to correspond so nearly with the ring-tail of
Europe, that 1 have no doubt of their being the same
species.

This hawl is most numerous where there are exten-
sive meadows and galt marshes, over which it =ails very
low, making frequent cireuitous sweeps over the same
ground, in search of a species of monse, very abundant in
such situations. It eccasionally flaps the wings, but is
most commaonly seen sailing abont within a few feet of
the surface. They are usually known by the name of the
mouse-hawk along the sea-coast of New Jersey, where

Lz
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they are very common.  Several were also hrought me
lnst  winter from the meadows below  Philadel shin,
Having never seen its nest, [ am unable to deseribo it
arom my own observation, It is said, by Eurapean
writers, to build on the gronnd, or on low limbs of
trecs, Mr Pennant observes, that it sometines chanses
to o rust-colonred 'I.':lri::l}',, except on thi rimp and tail,
It is found, as was fo Le expected, at Iludsou's Bay,
rh"th;_'_' mitive in both this latitude and that of Britain,
We are also informed that it is common in the open and
temperate parts of Russia and Siberia; and extends as
far as Lalke Baikal, thougl it is suid not to be fonnd in
the north of Europe, ®
The marsh hawlk is twenty-one inches long, and three
“feet eleven inches in extent § cere and lows, vellow, the
former tinged with green, the latter lone and slender s
‘mostril, large, triangular; this and the hase of the bill,
thivkly covered with strong curving haivs, that rise from
the space between the eye and bill, arching over the
base of the bill and cere; this is a particalar character-
istic; Dbill, blue, black at the end; eve, dark hazel;
curtilage overhanging the eye, andalso the eyelid, Lluish
green ; spot under the eye, and line from the front over
it, brownish white ; head above and hack, durk glosy
chocolate brown, the former slightly seamed with Erig'ht
ferruginons ; seapulars, spotted with the same wnder the
surfice ; lesser coverts and bawd of the wing, here and
there edged with the same ; greater coverts aml prima-
ries, tipt with whitish ; quills deep brown at the extreme
half; some of the outer ones hoary on the exterior edge ;
all the primaries, yellowish white on the foner vanes
and upper half, also barred on the inner yvanes with

o & Dlack; tail, long, extending three inches beyonil the
}

wings, rounded at the end, und of a pale sorrel colour,

erossed by four broad bars of very durk brown, the two

middle feathers excepted, which are barred with decp

and lighter shades of chocolate brown ; chin, pale fer-

ruginons ; rotnd the neck, a collar of bright rust colour ;
: * Pallas, as quoted by Pennant.
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e i3 a dexterous frog cateher; and, that he may
pursne his profession with full eflect, takes up  his
winter vesidence almost entirely among our mendows
and marshes. e sometimes stulls himsell’ so enorsd
wonsly with these reptiles, that the prominency of his
erawe makes a lirre buneh, and he ap pears to fly with
difficulty. I have taken the leoken frasments, and
whole careasses of ten froes, of ditferent dimensions,
from the erop of a single individual,  OF his genius and
other exploits, T am upable to say much, He appears
to be o fearless and active bied, -|.J|~1Lr,.|.u1[ not very shy.
One which Tkept for some time, and which was -|1"F l[}f
wonnded, disdained all attempts made to recone ile Lim
to confinement ; would not suffer o person i@
approach without being  highly drritated, throwing
himszelf backward, and striking, with expanded talons,
with vreat fury.,  Though shorter winged than some of
his tribe, yet I have no doubt, but, with proper care,
he micht be trained to strike nobler game, 1wa bold
style, and with great effect. But the cducation of
hawlks in this f'nimtr_r may well be postponed for a
time, unbl fewer ilu]u'ovulnu:tts remain to be made in
that of the human subjeet.

Length of the winter hawk twenty inclies; extent
forty-one inches, or nearly threee feet six inches; cere
and legs, vellow, the latter long, amd feathered for an
el be Iuh the knee ; bill, blnish black, small, furnished
with a tooth in the upper mandible ; eve, lu'luhl amber,
cartilage over the eye, very Iurumi:l-un, anid of a dull
green 3 head, sides of the neck, and throat, dark brown,
sty .|.1u-d " ith white ; lesser coverts with a strone "]rnr
aof  forrufinons; 1-m'rr1|11'1n|h- pale browmn, indistinetly
Iarred wath darker: pri hs, hi‘mhil]\-!l.u:.trl'rv 'L-|mlh'1i i
with black, wholly |1iu|c at ﬂ'h' tips ¢ tail, long, slichtly
rounied, barced alternately with dark and pale brown ;
inner vanes, white, exterior feathers, hrownish orange ;

Willers, 'I.'iIIl"II 1'irmuf reack rather lri'l.'ului the middhe of
the tail; tail coverts, white, marked " with  heart-
shaped spors of brown, breast and Lelly, white, with
numerous long drops of brown, the shafts blackish;
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femoral feathers, large, pale ;r{-'l]nw ochre, markel with
nimerons mingte streaks of pale brown ; elaws, blagk,
The lews of this bird are represented by different antliors
s slender; but 1 saw no appearance of this in those

T examined,

The female is considerably darker above, and about
two iuches longer, i

Y. FALCD LINEATUS, WILSON. * — nED-SHOULDELED AWK,
WILSON, FLATE LIIL. ¥ic. 110

Tuns species is more rarely met with than cither of
the former.  Hs haonnts are in the neishlbonrhood of the
sea, It preys on larks, sandpipers, and the small ringed

splover, and frequently on ducks, 1t flies high and

arregularly, and not in the sailing manner of the long-

winged bawks. [ have oceasionally observed this bird
near Eor Harbour, in New Jersey, and once in the
meadows below this eity,  This hawlk was first trans-
mitted to Great Britain by Mr Blackburne, from Long
Island, in the state of New York., With its manner of
building, eoes, &e. we are altogether unacquainted,
The red-shouldered hawk is mipeteon 1nches lone:
the head and back are brown, seamed and edged with
rusty ¢ bill, blue black; cere and legs, yellow ; greater
wing-coverts and secondaries, pale olive hrown, thickly
spotted on both vanes with white and pale rusty ; primig
ries, very dark, vearly black, and bareed or spotted with
white ; tail, vounded, reaching about an inch and a half
bevond the wings, black, crossed by five bands of white,
and brondly tipt with the same ; while breast and belly,
bright rusty, speckled and spotted with transverse rows
of white, the shatts blaelk; chunand cheeks, pale brownish,
streaked algo with bl irig, reddish hagel ; vent, pale

r
ochire, tipt with rosty 5 legs, feathered a little below the

*®. This appears to be the young male of the winter faleon,
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knees, longs these and the feet, a fine yellow ; claws,
black § femorals, pale rusty, Gintly bareed with o darker
tint. 3 &
In the month of April 1 shot a female of this speekes-
and the only one I have yet met with, in a swamp, seven X
or eizht miles below Philadelphia. The eges were, some
of them, neavly as large as peas, from which cirenni-
stanee, 1 think it ]lru'tmlllu, they breed in such solitary
warts even in this state,  In colour, size, and markings,
it differed very little from the male described above.
The tail wis scarcely quite so black, aud the white bars
not so pure; it was also something larger.

4 FPALCOCLIGINOIUS, WILSOX ., —FALC0 CYAXNEDS, LINYEUE | [F——
i

MARSI ITAWE. -

WILY0N, PLATE LL FIG. L—YOUXO FEMALF.

A prawise of this hawk was transmitted to Mr
Edwards, more than'fifty vears ago, by Me William
Bartram, and eneraved in Plate 291 of Fdwards’s
Ornithology, At that time, and T believe till now, it
has been considered as a species peculiar to this coun-
try. ;

T have examined varions individuals of this hawlk,
both in summer and in the depth of winter, and find
them to correspond %0 nearly with the ring-tail of
Euri"rpt'. that I have no doubt of their being the same

Prle, &

This hawk is most numerous where there are exten. >
sive meadows and galt marshes, over which it sails very ,J
low, making frequent cirenitons sweeps over the same
ground, in search of a species of mouse, very abundant in
such situations. It occasionally flaps the wings, bt is
most commonly seen sailing about within a few fvet of
the surface. They are usnally known by the name of the
mouse-hawk along the sea-coast of New Jersey, where
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they are very common.  Severnl were also hrought me
last winter from the meadows below  Philadelphin,
Havine pnever seen its nest, I am analle to describe it
g rom my own observation. It is said, by European
writers, to boild on the gronnd, or oo low limbs of
trees,  Mr Pennant observes, that it sometimes changes
to o rust-coloured variety, exeept on the ramp and tail.
It is found, as was to be expected, at huldson's Bay,
Leine native in both this latitude and that of Dritain,
We are also informed that it is commaon in the open and
temperate pacts of Russia and Siberia; and extends os
far as Lake Baikal, though it is said not to be found in
the north of Europe,®
¢ The marsh hawk is twenty-one inches long, and three
/feet eloven inches in extent 3 cere and legs, vellow, the
*former tinged with green, the latter long and =lender ;
‘zoztril, large, triangular; this and the base of the bill,
thickly covered with strong curving haivs, that vise from
the space between the eye and Lill, arching over the
base of the bill and cere ; this is a particular character-
istic; Dill, blue, black at the end; eye, durk hazel ;
cirtilage overhanging the eyve, and also 'l..ill.t eyelid, bluish
green ; spot under the eye, and line from the front over
it, brownish white ; head above and back, dark glossy
chocolate brown, the former slightly seamed with bright
ferrginous ; seapulars, spotted with the same wader the
surfuce ¢ lesser coverts and band of the wing, liere and
there edged with the same ; oreater coverts and prima-
vies, tipt withwhitish ; quills deep brown at the extreme
half, some of the outer ones hoary on the exterior edge
all the primaries, yellowish white on the inner vanes
and upper half, also bareed on the inner vanes with
black ; tail, long, extending three inches beyond the
]'l.'lllllg.\, vounded at the end, and of a |:|:||u sorrel colonr,
crossed Il:q" fonr broad bars of very dark brown, the two
middle feathers exeepted, which are barved with deep
and lighter shades of chocolate brown ; chin, pale fer-
ruginous ; round the neck, a collar of bright rust colour;

3
* Tallas, as quoted by Penpant.
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breast, belly, and vent, pale rost, shafted with lrown ;
femorals, long, tapering, and of the same pale rust tint ;
legs, feathered near an inch below the kuee,  This wﬁi
a female. The male differs chiefly 1 being rathes
lighter, and somewhat less,

This hawl is particularly serviceable to the rice fields
of the southern states, by the havoe it malies among
the clonds of vice buntings that spread such devastation
umong that grain, in its early stage.  As it sails low,
and swiftly, over the surface of the ficld, it keeps the
flocks in perpetual Auetuation, and greatly interrupts
their depradations.  The planters consider ous marsh
hawk to be equal to several nesroes for alarming the
rice-hivds,  Formerly the mush hawk nsed to be
mumerous along the Schuylkill and Delaware, during

: it oop
the time the reeds were ripening, aud the reed-birds'

abundant ; but they have of late years become leg
numerons here,

Mr Pennant considers the “ strong, thick, and short
legs” of this species, ns specific distinctions from the
ring-tailed hawle; the legs, however, are fong end
slerder ; and a marsh hawk such as he has deseribed,
with strong, thick, and short legs, is no where to be
found in the United States.

GENUS 1L—STRIX, Taxxivs.
SUNCENUS L—SURNId, DUMERIL.
25, STRLX HUDSONTdy WILSDN, =—=1TAWE OW L.

WILSON, FLATE L. FIG. ¥V0I.<EMXBUARGH COLLEGE MUSETD M.

Tuis is an inhabitant of both continenis, o kind of
equivocal species, or rather a connectings link hetween
the hawk and owl tribes, resembling the latter in the feet,
and in the radiating feathers round the eye and Lill; but
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approaching nearver to the former in the smallness of its
bead, narvowness of its face, aml in its length of tail; In
yahort, it seems just such a figuree as one wonld expect to
_l]'r..t..- renerated hetween a hawk and an owl of the same
size, were it possible for them to produce ; and yet is as
distinet, independent, and original a species as any other,
It has also another strong trait of the hawk tribe,—in
flying and preying by day, contrary to the general habit
of owls, It is characterized as a bold and active .‘i]rl'l:ilﬂﬂ'
following the fowler, and careyving off his mame as soon
ws it 1% shot, Tt s said to prev on partridges and other
birds ; and is very common at Huodson's Bay, where it
is called by the Indians coparacoch.® We nre also
informed that this saime species inhabits Denmark and
4 Sweden, is frequent in all Siberia, and on the west side
Lof the Uralian chain as far as Casan and the Volga; bt
aot in Hussin.+ It was also scen by the navigators
near Sandwich Sound, in lat, 61 deg. north,

This species is very rare in Pennsylvania, and the
more southern parts of the United States, Its fivourite
range seems to be along the borders of the aretic regions,
making occasional exeursions southwirdly when com-
pelled by severity of weather, and consequent searcity
of food. 1 some time ago received a demwing of this
bird, from the district of Maine, where it was consi-
dered rarve : that, nund another specimen which was shot
in the neighbourhood of l"hilurllt-lj;th.i:l, are the only two
that have come under my notice.  These having luckily
happened to be male and female, hiave enabled me 1o
give a deseription of both.  OF their nest, or mauner of
breeding, we have no account.

The male of this species is fifteen inches long ; the

& Dbill, orange yellow, and almost hid among the feathers;
plumage of the clin, eurving up over the under man-
dible ; eves, bricht orangre ; head, small ; face, narrow,
and with very little concavity ; checks, white; erown
and hind head, dusky black, thickly marked with round
spots of white ; sides of the neck, marked with a large

rl

# Eiwarils. 4+ Pennant.



a2 STRIX XYCTEA.

enrving streak of brown black, with another a little
behind it of o friangular form; back, scapulars, rump,
and tail coverts, brown olive, thickly, speclkled with
broad spots of white; the tail extends three iudu&
Beyond the tips of the wings, is of a brown olive colour,
and erossed with six or seven narrow bars of white,
rounded at the ewd, aud also tipt with white ; the breast
and chin is marked with a larre spot of brown olive ;
upper part of the breast, Light 3 lower, nmd all the tr.trts
helow, elegantly barred with dark brown and white;
liwrs and feet, covered to and beyond the elaws with long
whitish plumage, shichtly vellow, and bareed with fine
lines of olive ; elaws, horn colour.  The weight of this
bird was twelve ounces, Y

The female is much darker above; the quills are
nearly black ; and the upper part of the breast is Irl:ﬂchﬂﬂ}
with deep blackish brown. ’

It is worthy of remark, that in all owls that fly b
night, the exterior edges and sides of the wing quills
are slightly recurved, and end in fine hairs or points ;
:3’ weans of which the bird is enabled to pass tll:lmugh

i air with the greatest silence, a provision necessary
for emabling it the better to surprise its preyv. In the
hawk owl now before us, which flics by day, and to
whom this contrivance would be of no consequence, it
15 accordingly omitted, or at least is scarcely olservable.
Eo judicions, so wise, and perfectly applicable, ave all
the dispositivus of the Creator,

5. STRIX NTCTE4; WILSON. — EXOW OWL.

WILSOX, FLATE XXXIL. FIG: I —MALE, —EDINEUROGH COLLEGE
MUSELM,

Tiis sreat northern hunter inhahits the coldest and
most dreary regions of the northern hémisphere on
both continents,  The forlorn mountaing of Greenlpnd,
< eovered with eternal ice and snows, where, for nearly
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half the vear, the silence of death awd desolation might
almost e expected to reign, fuenish food and shelter to
this hardy adventurer; whenee le is only driven b
e extreme severity of weather towards the sea shore,
Fle is found in L::I.I:—uul, Norway, and the country near
Hudson's Bay, during the whole year; is said to be
common in Siberia, and numerous in Kamtschatho,
Heis often seen in Canada and the northern districts
of the United States ; and sometimes extends his visits
to the borders of Florida, Nature, ever provident, has
so effectually secured this bird from the attacks of eold,
that not even a point is left exposed. The billis almost
completely Lid among o mass of feathers that cover the
face ; the lees are clothed with such an exuberance
of long, thick, hair-like plomage, as to appear nearly as
*aree a5 those of o middle-sized :|ng, nothing being
wisible but the claws, which are large, black, much
hooked, and extremely sharp.  The whole l}r]umage
below the surface is of the most exquisitely soft, warm,
and elastie kind, and 80 elosely matted together as to
make it a difficult matter to penetrate to the skin,

The usual fooml of this b]lt"!l."i-l.'"h iz =znid to be hares,
orouse, rabbits, docks, mice, and even carrion.  Unlike
most of lis tribe, he hunts by day as well as by twilight,
and is particularly fond of frequenting the shores and
banks of shallow rivers, over tllu' surface of which he
slowly sails, or sits on a rock a little vaised above the
water, watching for fish. These he seizes with a
sndden and instantaneons stroke of the foot, seldom
missing his nim,  In the more sonthern awd thickly
settled parts he is seldom seen; and when e appears,
his size, colour, and singular aspect, attract general
#_llﬂtil.‘l".

In the month of October, I met with this hivd
om Oswego Wiver, New York state, a little below the
Falls, l‘igil:lllﬂ;{ watching for fish. At DPittsburg, in
the month of February, 1 saw another, which had been
shot in the wing some time before. At a place on the
Ohig, called Long Reach, I examined another, which
was foe first ever recollected to have been seen there.
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In the town of Cincinuati, state of Olio, two of these -
birids alighted on the roof of the court house, ol
alarmed the whole town. A people more disposod t
superstition, wonld have deduced some tlire or fortunat

e

progoostication from their selecting such a place ; b .

the only solicitude was how to get possession of them,
which, after several volleys, was at length effected.
One of these, a female, 1 afterwards examined, when
im my way through that place to New Orleans.  Near
Buinfsmwn, in Kentucky, I met with a luge and very
beantiful one, which appeared to be altogether unknown
to the inhabitants of that quarter, and excited general
surprise, A person living on the castern shore of
Marylaud, shot one of these bivds a few months ago,
a female ; and, having stuffed the skin, brought it to,
Philadelphin, to Mr Peale, in expectation, no doubt, of]
a rreat reward, 1 have examined eleven of these bie
within these fifteen months last past, in different auo
very distant parts of the country, all of which were
shot either during winter, Iate in the fall, or carly in
spring ; so that it does not a ipear certain whether any
remain during summer within the territory of the
United States; though [ think it highly probable that
a few do, in some of the more northern inland parts,
where they are most nnmerous during winter.

The colour of this bird is well suited for concenlment,
while roaming over the general waste of snows; and
its light strong aml swift, very similar to that of some
of our large hawks,  1ts hearing must be exquisite, if
we judge from the largeness of these organs in it; and
its voice is so dismal, that, as Pennant observes, it adds

3

horror even to the regions of Greenland, by its hideous

eries, resembling those of o man in deep distress,

The male of this species measures twenty-two inrlluﬂ-

and a half in length, and four feet six inclies in breadth;
head and neck, nearly white, with a fow small dots of
dull brown interspersed ; eyes, deep sunk, under Prive
Jjecting evebrows, the plumage at their internal angles,
fluted, or prest in, to admit direct vision ; Lbelow this ig
bristles up, covering uearly the whole bill ; the Srides

|
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are of the most brillinnt golden yellow, and the connte-
nance, from the proportionate smalluess of the head,
projection of the eyebrow, and concavity of the plumage

t the angle TURA T eye, Very dilferent from that of any
.gj{hur of the genus ; wenceral colour of the body, white,
soarked with lunated spots of pale brown above, and
with semicireular dashes below ; femoral feathers, long,
and legs covered, even over the claws, with long shamry
hair-like down, of a dirty white; the claws, when
uxilrmi::l, appear large, much hooked, of a black colour,
F l'.\;lﬂ'ltl{'l}" ai'll.'ll'p ]miutml; back, white ; tail, rounded
at the end, white, slightly dotted with pale brown near
the tips ; wings, when closed, reach near the extremity
of the tail; vent feathers, lurge, strong shafied, and
ctending ulso to the point of the tail ; upper part of

.qtlllm breast and belly, plain white ; body, very broad and
dat.

“The female, which measures two feet in length, and
five fect two inches in extent, is covered more thickly
with spots of a much darker colour than those ou the
male; the chin, throat, fuce, belly, and veunt, are white;
femoral feathers white, long, mui' shagey, marked with
a fow heartshaped spots of brown; legs also covered
to the claws with long white hairy down; rest of the
plumage white, every feather spotted or barved with
dark brown, largest on the wing quills, where they are
about two inches apart ; fore part of the crown, thickl
marked with roundish black spots ; tail, erossed wit
bands of broad browuish spots ; shafts of all the plumage,
white ; Lill and claws, as in the male, black ; third awd
fourth wing quill the longest ; span of the foot, four
inches,

From the various individuals of these birds which 1
have examioed, 1 have reason to beliove that the male
alone approaches nearly 1o white in his plumage, the
female ravely or never, . The conformution of the eye
of this bivd forms a corions and interesting subject
to the yvoung anatomist. The globe of the eye is
immoveably fixed in its socket, by a strong elastie lm.rfl
cartilsginous case, in form of a truncated coue; this

>
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case beinge closely covered with a skin, appears af first -
to be of one continued picce; but, on removing the
exterior wmembrane, it is fonnd to be formed of fifteen
pieces, placed like the staves of a cisk, ll‘l'l'l']lll'lfli.%(
a little at the base, or narrow end, and seem as
capable of being enlarged or contractad, perhaps by the
muscular membrane with which they are encased,  In
five other different species of owls, which 1 have
examined, 1 found wvearly the same conformation of
this organ, and exactly the same number of staves.
The eve being thus fixed, these birds, as they view
different oljects, are always obliged to turn the head ;
and ‘nature has so excellently adapted their neck to
this purpose, that they can, with ease, turn i round,
without moving the body, in almost a complete t:in'll;'?\

9%. STRIX N.BFLl, WILSOY., — MOTTLED OWL.

WILSON, PLATE XIX. FIG: l.—ADULT.

Ox contemplating the grave and antiguated figure of
this night wanderer, so destitute of every thing like
gracefulness of shape, I can searcely refrain from
smiling at the conceit, of the lndicrous appearance this
bird must have made, had natare bestowed on it the
powers of somr, and siven it the faculty of warbling
out sprightly airs, while robed in such a solemn exterior,
But the great God of Nature hath, in his wisdom,
assiened to this class of birds a more unsocial, and less
noble, though, perhaps, not less useful, disposition, by
assimilating them; not enly in form of conutenance; by
in voice, manners, and appetite, to some particular |
beasts of prey; :-;ﬂ:luﬂiug them from- the enjoyment of
the gay sunshine of day, and giving them little more
than the few solitary hours of morning and evening
twilight, to procure their food and pursne theiv amounrs ;
while all the tuneful tribes, a few excepted, are Wwrapt

]
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“in silence and repose.  That their true charcter, how-
ever, should not be concealed from those weaker animals
on whom they feed, (for heaven abhors deceit and

i@yvpoerisy,) He has stamped their countenancé with
stromy traits of their murderer the eat; and birds in

this respect are, perhaps, better physiognomists than

The owl now before us is chiefly a native of the
northern regions, arriving here, with seyveral others,
about the commencement of cold weather ; frequenting
the uplands and mountainons districts, in preference to
the lower parts of the conutry ; and feeding on mice,
small birds, beetles, and crickets. It is rather 8 searee
species in Pennsylvania ; flies usually in the carly part
{fof night and moruing ; and is sometimes observed sitting
on the fenees during day, when it is easily canght ; its
vision at that time being very imperfect,

The bird which 1 am about to describe, was talcen in
this situation, and presented to me by a friend. [ kept
it in the room beside me for some time, during which
its usual position was such as I have piven it. Its
eyelids were cither half shut, or slowly and alternately
opening and shatting, as if suffering from the glare of
day ; but no seoner was the sun set, than its whole
n||1|m:ll‘ilm'u became lively and animated; its full and
globular eyes shone like those of a eat; and it often
lowered its head, in the manner of a coclk when pre-
paring to fight, moving it from side to side, and also
vertically, as if reconuoitring vou with great sharpness,
In flying through the room, it shifted from plice to
place with the silence of a spirit, (if 1 may be allowed
the expression,) the plumage of its wings being so
extremely fine and soft s to occasion little or no friction
with the air,—a wise provision of nature, hestowed on
the whaole genus, to enable them, without giving alarm,
to seize their prey in the night,  For an hour or two in
the evening, and about break of day, it flew about with
great activityr  When angry, it snapped its bill repeat-
edly with violence, and so loud as to be heard in the
adjoiting room, swelling out its eyes to their full dimen-

VoL, 1. G
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sions, and lowering its head as before deseribed, It
swallowed its food hastily, in large monthfuls; and
never was observed to drink.  OF the eggs and nest of |
this species, 1 am unable ro speak. el
The mottled owl 15 ten inches |0I1g. ol twenty-two
in extent ; the upper part of the head, the back, ears,
and lesser wine-coverts, are dark brown, streaked and
variezated with black, pale brown, and ash; wines,
lighter, the greater coverts and primaries spotted with
white ; tail, short, even, and mottled with black, pale
brown, and whitish, on a dark brown ground ; its lower
side, gray; horns, (as they are usually called,) very
rominent, each composed of ten feathers, increasing in
ron_"ﬂl from the front backwards, and lichtest on the

inside ; face, whitish, marked with small touches ul'}‘_

dusky, and bounded on each side with a circlet of black ;
breast and belly, white, beautifully yariegated wit
ragged streaks of black, and small transverse touches
of brown ; legs, feathered nearly to the claws, with a
kind of hairy down, of a pale brown colour; vent and
under tail-coverts, white, the latter slightly marked
with brown ; iris of the eye, a brilliant golden yellow ;
bill and claws, bluish horn colonr.

This was a female. The male is considerably less in
size; the general colours darker; and the \ﬁlite an
the wing-coverts not so observable.

Hollow trees, either in the woods or erchard, or close
evergreens in retired situations, are the nsual roosting
places of this and most of our other species. These
retreats, however, are frequently discovered by the

nuthatch, titmouse, or blue jay, who instantly raise ¢4,

alarm ; a promiscuous group of feathered neigi 37
soon collect round the spot, like crowds in the streets
of a larre city, when a thief or murderer is detected ;
and, by their insults and vociferation, oblige the recluse
to seek for another lodging elsewhere. This may
account for the circumstance of sometimes linding them
abroad during the day, on fences and other exposed
situations.

%
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25, STRLT AS10, WILADN. — LED OWL,

i WILSON, PLATE XLII. Flg. I *
L

Tmis iz another of our nocturnal wanderers, well
known by its common name, the Little Sereech Owl ;
and noted for its melancholy quivering kind of wailing
in the evenings, particalarly towards the latter part of
summer and antomn, near the farm house, On clear
moonlight nights, they answer each other from various
parts of the hields or orchard ; roost during the day in
thick evergreens, such as cedar, pine, or juniper trecs,
andd are rarely seen abroad in sunshine, In May, they

Seonstruct their nest in the hollow of a tree, often in

= the orchard in an old apple tree ; the nest is composed

*

“af somoe hay and a few feathers ; the egrs are four,
pure white, and nearly round. The young are at first
covered with a whitish down,

This specimen 1 kept for several weeks in the room
beside me. It was canght in a barn, where it had taken
up its lodging, probably for the greater convenience of
mousing ; and being uohurt, 1 Tiad an opportunity of
remarking its manners. At first, it strock itselt so
forcibly against the window, as frequently to deprive it,
seemingly, of all sensation for several minutes : this was
done so repeatedly, that I began to fear that either the
elass or the owl's skull must give way, In a few days,
however, it either began to comprehend something of
the matter, or to take disgust at the slass, for it never
~oneated its attempts ; and soon became quite tame and

ey, ar. Those who have seen this bird only in the
day, can form but an imperfect idea of its activity, and
aven sqrighllilmss, in its proper season of exercise,

Thronghout the day, it was all stillness and gravity ;
its e}-uTids half shat, its neck contracted, and its head
shrunk sq_-q:miugl__-r into its body ; but scarcely was the
sun set, and twilight I.:rcgmt to ﬂ].lllr?ﬁl.ll:h, when its uyes
became full and sparkliog, like two living globes of fire ;

* This appears to be the young of the mottled owl.
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it crouched on its perch, reconunoitred every object -
around with looks of eazer herceness; alichted and
fed ; stood on the meat with clenched falous, while it |
tore it in morsels with its bill 3 few found the roems
with the silence of thought, aud perching, moaned out :
its melancholy notes with many lively gesticnlations,
not at all accordant with the pitiful tone of its ditty,
which reminded one of the J:iw:-'mg moanings of &
half frozen puppy.

This species is found generally over the United
States, and is not migratory. ;

The red owl is eight inches and a half long, and
twenty-one inchies in extent ; general colour of the
s plumage above, a bright nut brown, or tawny red ; th
shafts, bLlick ; exterior edees of the outer row of
scapulars, white ; Lastard wing, the five first primaries,
and three or four of the first greater coverts, also spotte
with white ; whole wing quills, spoited with dusky
on their exterior webs; tail, rounded, transversely
barred with dusky and pale Lrown; chin, breast, and
sides, bright reddish brown, streaked laterally with
black, intermixed with white ; Lelly aud vent, white,
spotted with bright brown; legs, covered to the claws
with pale brown hairy down ; extremities of the toes
and claws, pale Lluish, ending in black ; Lill, a pale
bluish horn colonr; eyes, vivid yellow ; inner angles
of the eyes, evebrows, and space surrounding the Ei",
whitish : rest of the fice nat brown ; head, horned or
eared, cuch consisting of nine or ten feathers of a tawny
red, shafted with black.

SUBGENLUS Il — ULULA, CUVIEI.
o9, srRIX FIRGINTAXN 4, .“'IL:SD:\‘,—ETL}'!JT HORXED OWlL. -ﬁ,
WILSON, FPla L FlG: Li=—EDINBEURGH COLLEGE MUSEUM.

Tiis noted and formidable owl is found in almost
every quarter of the United States.  His favourite
residence, however, is in the dark solitudes of deep

swamps, covered with a growth of gigantie timber , and
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here, as soon as evening deaws on, and mankind retive
to rest, he sends forth such sounds as seem scavcely to
Dbelong to this world, startling the solitacy pilzrim as ho
Slumbers by his forest fire,

# Muking night hideous."

Along the monntainons shores of the Olio, and amidst

the deep forests of Indiana, alone, and reposing in the
woods, this ghostly watchman has frequently warned

me of the approach of morning, and amused me with his
singular exclamations, sometimes sweeping down and
around my fire, ntrering a load and nmh;uu Waugh O !
Waugh O ! sullicient to have alarmed a whole garrison,

¥le has other noctarual solos, no less melodious, one of

- o which very strikingly resembles the half suppressed
sereams of 4 person suffocating, or throttled, and cannot

fail of Leing exceedingly entertaining to a lonely be-
nighted traveller, in the midst of an Indian wilderness !

his species inhabits the country round Hudson's

Bay ; '.l.urll, according to Penvant, who considers it a
mere variety of the eagle owl (steix bubo) of Lurope,

is found in Kamtschatka; extends even to the arctic
regions, where it is often fowmd white ; and occars as low

as Astrakan. [t has also been seen white in the United
States ; but this has doubtless been owing to disdasoe

or natural defeet, and not to climate. It preys on young
rabbits, squirrels, rats, mice, partridees, and sltl:llf} birds

. of varvious kinds. It has been often known to prowl
about the furm house, and carry off chickens from roost.

A very large one, wing-broken while on a foraging
excursion of this kind, wos kept about the house for
several days, and at length disappeared, no one knew
w how. Almost every day after this, hens and chickens
also disappeared, one by one, in an unaccountable
manner, till, in eieht or ten days, very few were left
remaining, The fox, the minx, and weasel, were alter-
nately the reputed authors of this mischief, until one
morning, the bld lady herself, rising before day to bake,
in passing towaris tiu.- oven, surprised her late |llri5qﬂer-
the owl, regaling himself on the body of a newly killed
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S . ler the
hen!  The thief instantly made for his hole, W o
house, from whenee the enraged matron soon &= 1_ é‘c,;.
him, with the brush handle, and without jt!t‘rl'f"l th@ )
patched him. In this snug retreat, were found g
greater part of the feathers, and many large fragm
of her whole family of chickens.

There is something in the character f
recluse, solitary, and mysterions, something so lisco!
in the tones of its voice, heard only amid the sil ;
and gloom of night, and in the most lonely and seques
tered sitnations, as to have strongly impressed the
minds of mankind in general with sensations of awe
and abhorrence of the whole tribe. The poets have
indulged freely in this general prejudice; and in theis
descriptions and delineations of midnight storms, andgs—_
gloomy scenes of nature, the owl is generally introduce
to heighten the horror of the picture. Ignorance an
superstition, in all ages, and in all countries, Iiﬂfl"l'_l to
the voice of the owl, and even contemplate its physiog-
nomy, with feelings of disgust, and a kind of fearful
awe. The priests, or conjurers, among some of our
Indian nations, have taken advantage of the reverential
horror for this bird, and have adopted the great Aorned
owl, the subject of the present account, as the symbol
or emblem of their office. “ Among the Creeks,” says
Mr Bartram, in his Zravels, p. 504, * the junior priests,
or students, constantly wear a white mantle, and have

. a great owl-skin cased and stuffed very ingeniously, so
well executed as almost to appear like the living bird,
having large sparkling glass beads, or buttons, fixed in
the head for eves. This insignia of wisdom and divi-
nation they wear sometimes as a crest on the top of
the head; at other times the image sits on the arm, -
or is borne on the hand. These bachelors are also
distinguished from the other peaple by their taciturnity,
grave and solemn countenance, dignified step, and sing-
ing to themselves songs or hymns in a low, sweet
voice, as they stroll about the town.” *©

Nothing is a more effectual cure for superstition
than a knowledge of the general laws and productions

of the owl 50
ridaut

ence
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" of nature ; nor more forcibly leads our reflections to
the first, great, self-existent Cavse of all, to whom our
reverential awe is then humbly devoted, and not to an

Jmof his dependant ereatures. With all the gloomy habits

and ungracious tones of the owl, there is nothing in

this bird supernatural or mysterions, or more than that
of a simple bird of prey, formed for feeding by nizht,
like many other animals, and of reposing by day. The
harshness of its voice, oceasioned by the width and
capacity of its throat, may be intended by Heaven as
an alarm and warning to the birds and animals on which
it preys to secure themselves from danger.  The voices
of all carnmivorous birds and animals are also observed

49 be harsh and hideous, probably for this very purpose,

The great horned owl 15 not migratory, but remains
with us the whole year. During the day he slambers
in the thick evergreens of deep swamps, or seelis shelter
in large hollow trees. e is very rarely seen abroad
by day, and never but when distorbed.  In the month
of May they usually begin to build. The nest is
gmmruﬂ}' placed in the fork of a tall tree, and is con-
structed of sticks piled in considerable quantities, lined
with dry leaves and a foew feathers. Sometimes they
choose a hollow tree; and in that case carry in but few
materials. The female lays four egzs, nearly as large
as those of a hen, almost globular, and of a pure white.

It one of these nests, after the young had tlown, were

founmd the heads and bones of two chickens, the legs

and head of the golden-winged woodpecker, and part
of the wines and feathers of several other birds, 1t is
conjectured that they hateh but onee in the season.

The lencth of the male of this species is twenty
inches ; the bill is laree, black, and strong, eovered at
the base with a cere; the eves, golden yellow; the
horns are three inches in ii'ugtll, and very broad,
consisting of twelve or fourteen feathers, their webs
black, broadly edged with bright tawny; face, rusty,
bounded oneach side by a band of black ; space between
the eyes and bill, whitish ; whole lower parts elegantly

marked with numerous transverse bars of dusky on a
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bright tawny ground, thinly interspersed with white;
vent, pale vellow oclire, barred with narrow lines of
brown ; leas and feet Lge, and covered with feathers |
or hairy down of a pale brown colour; claws, very=
large, blue black ; tul, vounded, extending about an
inch beyoud the tips of the wings, erossed with six or
seven wrrow lars of beown, and variceated or marbiled
with brown and tawny; whole upper parts finely
pencilled with dusky, on a tawny and whitish ground ;
chin, pure white, nuder that a bawd of brown, succeeded
by another narrow one of white ; eves, very large,
The female is full two feet in length, and has not
the white on the throat so pure.  She has also less of
ieght ferruginous or tawny tint below ; but iss,

principally distinguished by her superior magnitude, }‘_

S

0. sraurx OTCS, WILSON, — LONG=EARED OWL,
WILSDN, Fls Ll FIG: 1. —EBINUEURGH COLLEGE MUSEUM.

Tins owl is common to both continents, and is much
more numerous in Pennsylvania than the white, or barn
owl: six or seven were found in a single tree, about
fifteen miles from Philadelphia,  There is little doubt
Lut this species is found iu}mhiting America to a high
latitude ; thourh we have no certain accounts of the
fact. Except in siee, this species has more resemblanee
to the great horned owl than any other of its tribe.
It resembles it also in breeding among the branclies of
tall trees; lays four eggs, of nearly a round form, and
pure white,* The young are greyish white until
nearly full grown, and roost dur the day close
torether on a liml, among the thic
This owl is frequently seen abroad during the day, but
i3 not remarkable for its volee or habits,

The long-eared owl is fourteen inches and a half
long, and three feet two inches in extent ; ears, large,
composed of six feathers, gradually lengtlening from

* Buffon remarks, that it rarely constructs 4 nest of its own ; hut
not unfrequently occupies that of others, particularly the magpie.

est of the folinge, &

N .
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the front one backwards, black, edwed with rust
yellow ; irides, vivid yellow ; inside of the circle of thi
fuce, white, outside or cheeks, rusty; at the internal

mansle of the eye, a streak of black; bill, blackish horn
colour ; forehead and crown, deep brown, speckled with
minute points of white and pale rusty ; outside circle
of the face, black, finely marked with small curving
spots of white; baek and wings, dark brown, sprinkled
wd spotted with white, pale ferruginons :|.||\.Ij dusky ;
primaries, barred with brewnish yellow and dusky,
darkening towards the tips; secondaries, more ﬁm.'iy
barred and powdered with white and dusky ; mii':
rounded at the end, of the same length with the wings,
beautifully barred and marbled with dull white and pale

4 rusty, on a dark brown ground ; throat and breast,

Lelonded with rusty, eream, black awnd white ; belly,
Beantifully streaked with large arrow-heads of black;
less and thighs, plain pale rusty, feathered to the claws,
which are blue black, large, and sharp ; iuside of the
wing, brownish yellow, with a large spot of black at
the root of the primaries.  This was a female.  OF the
male I cannot speak precisely ; though, from the num-
bers of these bivds which I have examined in the fall,
when it is diflicult to ascertain their sex, I conjecture
that they differ very little in coloar,

About six or seven miles helow Philadelphia, and
not far from the Delaware, is a low swamp, thickly
covered with trees, nod inundated duning oreat part of
the year.  This place is the resort of great numbers of
the qua-bird, or vight raven (ardea nyclicoraz,) where
they build in large companies,  On the 25th of April,
while wading ameng the dark recesses of this ]:-|]:u:ﬂ,

» obzerving the habits of these birds, 1 discovered a long-
eared owl, which had taken possession of one of their
nests, and was sitting; on mountiug to the nest, I found
it contained four eges, and, breaking one of these, the
young appeared almost rt':ul_t‘ 1o leave the shell, There
were numbers of the qua-birds' nests on the adjoining
trees all around, amd one of them actually on the samo
tree. Thus we sce how unvarying are the manners of
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this species, however remote and different the countries
-may be where it has taken up its residence.

: A

3l. STRIT BRACHYOTOS, WILSON, — SHOKT-EALED OW L,

WILSON, PLATE XXXIIL. FIG. IIL—MALEL.—ERNXIURGH COLLEGE
MUSEUM,

Tus is another .1|_mcio.-¢ common to both continents,
being found in Britain as far north as the Orkney Isles,
where it also breeds, building its nest upon the ground,
amidst the heath; arrives and disappears in the south
parts of Enzland with the woodeock, that is, in October
aud April; consequently does not breed there. It

deseribed as not flving, ke other owls, in scarch of

is called ar Hudson’s Bay, the mouse hawk ; and i:},

prey, but sitting quiet, on a stamp of a tree, watching
for mice, It is said to be found in plenty in the woods
near Chattean Bay, on the coast of Labrador. In the
United States, it 15 also a bird of passare, coming to us
from the north in November, :m:ll departing in April.
It has the stern aspect of a keen, vigorous, and active
bird ; and 15 reputed to be an excellent mouser. [t
flies frequently Ilr_t' day, particularly in dark, cloudy
weather, takes short I]i,l_'_rllts: and, when sitting and
looking sharply around, erects the two slight feathers
that constitute its horns, which are at such times very
noticeable ; but, otherwise, not perceivable. No person,
on slightly examining this bird after being shot, would
suspect it to be furnished with horns; nor are they
discovered but by careful search, or previous observa-
tion on the living bird, DBewick, in his History of
British Birds, remarks, that this species is sometimes
S00N in companies,—twenty-eight of them being once
counted in a turnip ficld in November.

Length, fifteen inches ; extent, three feet four inches ;
general colour above, dark brown, the feathers broadly
skirted with pale yellowish brown ; bill, baree, black’;
:ncles, rich golden yellow, placed in a bed of deep black,

- which radiates outwards all around, except towards




BARRED OWL, 107

the bill, where the plumage is whitish ; ears, bordered
with a semicireular line of black and tawny yellow
dots; tail, rounded, longer than usual with owls,

#prossed with five bands of dark brown, and as many of

-

yvellow ochre,—some of the latter have central spots of
dark lirown,—1the whole I'tpt with white ; lil.'l'li]..'l also
banded with dark brown and yellow ochre; breast
and Lelly streaked with dark brown, on a ground of
yellowish ; legs, thighs, and vent, plain dull yellow ;
tips of the three first quill feathers, black ; legs, clothed
to the claws, which are black, curved to about the
quarter of a circle, and exceedingly sharp,

The female 1 have never seen; but she 18 said to be
somewhat larger, and much darker; and the spots on
the breast larger, and more numerous,

a2, srox NERFEDFA, LINKAEUS, — RARRED OW L,
WILSOX; PL. XXVIIL FIG.: IL — EMNBULGH COLLEGE MUSEUM,

Tuis is one of our most common owls, In winter
articularly, it is numerons in the lower parts of
*ennsylvania, among the woods that border the exten-

sive meadows of Schuylkill and Delaware, It is very
frequently observed flying during day, and certainly
sees more distinetly at that time than many of its genus,
In one spring, at different times, I met with more than
forty of them, generally flying, or sitting exposed. 1
also once met with one of their nests, containing three
voung, in the erotch of a white onk, among thick
folinge,  The nest was rudely put together, composed
ontwardly of sticks, intermixed with some dry grass
and leaves, and lined with smaller twigs., At another
time, in passing through the woods, 1 |u:r|~|-i1.'cf'l HOIE-
thing white, on the high shaded braneh of a tree, close
to the trunk, that, as 1 thourht, looked like a cat
asleep,  Unable to satisfy myself, 1 was induced to fire,
when, to my surprise and regret, four young owls, of
this same species, nearly full grown, came down head-
long, and, futtering for a few moments, died at my
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feet.  Their nest was probably not far distant, 1 have
also seen the exes of this species, which are nearly as
larze as those of a young pullet, but much more gluhul:lr;A
and perfectly white.

These birds sometimes seize on fowls, partridges, and
young rabhits ; mice and small game are, lllm-;ewr, their
most usual fond, The difference of size between the
male and female of this owl is extraordinary, amounting
sometimes to nearly eight inches in the length.,  Both
scream during dav, like a hawk.

The male barred owl measures sixteen inches and a
half in length, and thivty-cight inches in extent ; upper
parts a pale brown, marked with transverse spots of
white ; wings, barred with alternate bands of pale-,

brown, and darker; head, smooth, very larre, mottled }._,_ i
with transverse touches of dark brown, pale hm'.rn',!.f

and white ; eves, large, deep blue, the pupil not per-
ceivable ; face, or radiated cirele of the eves, grey,
surrounded by an outline of brown and white dots;
bill, vellow, tinged with green; breast, barved trans-
versely with rows of brown and white ; belly, streaked
longitudinally with long stripes of brown, on a yellowish
ground ; vent, plain  yellowish white; thizhs and
feathered lews, the same, slightly pointed with brown ;
toes, nearly covered with plumage ; claws, dark horn
eolour, very sharp; tail, rounded, amd remarkably con-
cave below, barred with six broad bars of brown, and
as many parcow ones of white; the back and shoolders
have a east of chestnut; at each internal angle of the
eye, is a broad spot of black; the plumage of the
radiated circle round the eve ends in long black hairs;
and the bill is encompassed by others of a longer and
more bristly kind. These probably serve to guard the
‘?:E when any danger approaches it in sweeping hastily
through the woods; and those usually found on fly-
catchers may have the sane intention to fulfil; for, on
the slightest touch of the point of any of these hairs, the
nictitant membrane was instantly thrown over the eye,

The female is twenty-two inches long, and four fret
in extent ; the chief difference of colour consists in her

¥

.
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wings being broadly spotted with white ; the shoulder
being a pl clrocolate brown; the tail extends con-
siderably beyoud the tips of the wings ; the Lill is mucly

glarger, and of « wore golden yellow ; iris of the eye,
the same as that of the male,

The different character of the feathers of this, and, 1
believe, of most owls, is really surprising,  Those that
surround the bill differ little from bristles : those that
surround the region of the eves are exceeding open,
and uonwebbed ; these are bounded by avother set,
generally proceeding from the external edge of the ear,
of a most peculiar small, narrow, velvety kind, whose
fibres are so exquisitely fine, as to be invisible to the
naked eye; above, the plumage has one general character
atl the surface, caleulated to repel rain amd moisture 3
but, towards the voots, it is of the most soft, loose, and
downy substanee in nature,—so much so, that it may he
touched without being felt; the webs of the “"ing'
quills are also of o delicate softuess, covered with an
almost imperceptible hair, and edred with a loose silky
down, so that the owner passes throngh the air without
interrupting the most profound silence.  Who cannot
perecive the hand of God in all these things !

F

L STEIX PASSERINA, LIXX¥US. — LITTLE OWL.
STRIX ACARICA, GMELIX.

WILSDN, FLATE XXXIV. FIG: L—EDINBURGH COLLEGE MUSEL M.

Tuis is one of the least of its whole genus; but, like
many other little folks, malkes up, in neatness of general
torm and appearance, for deficiency of size, amd is,
perhaps, the most shapely of all our owls,  Nor are the
eolours and markings of its pluntage inferior in simpli-
city and effect to most others, 1t also possesses an eye
fully equal in spirit and brillianey to the best of them.

This species is a general and ‘constaut inhabitant of
the middle and northern states; but is found most
numerous in the neichbourhiood of the sea shore, and
amuang woods and swamps of pine trees. It rarely

e
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rambles much during day; but, if disturbed, flies a
short way, and arnin takes shelter from the light; at
the approach of twilight it is all life and activity, being
a noted and dexterouns mouse-cateher,” It is found g
far north as Nova Scotia, and even Hudson's Day ; 1a
frequent in Russia; builds its nest generally in pines,
halt way up the tree, and lays two egms, which, like
those of the rest of its genns, are white.  The melan-
choly and gloomy umbrage of these solitury evergreens
forms its favourite haunts, where it sits dozing and
slumbering all day, lulled by the roar of the neighbouring
e,

The little owl is seven inches and a half long, aml
eighteen inches in extent; the upper parts are a plain
brown olive, the scapulars and some of the greater and 4

lesser coverts being spotted with white ; the lirst five e

primaries are crossed obliquely with five bars of white;,
tail, rounded, rather darker than the body, crossed with
two rows of white spots, and tipt with white ; whole
interior vanes of the wings, spotted with the same;
auriculars, yellowish brown ; crown, upper part of the
neck, and circle surrounding the ears, beantifully marked
with numerous points of white on an olive brown
ground ; front, pure white, ending in long blackish hairs ;
at the internal angle of the eyes, a broad spot of black
radiating outwards; irides, pale yellow ; bill, a blackish
horn ecolour ; lower parts, streaked with yellow ochre
and reddish bay ; thighs, and feathered legs, pale buff’;
toes, covered to the claws, which are black, large, and
sharp-pointed.

The bird, from which the foregoing deseription was
taken, was shot on the sea shore, near Great Egg Har-
bour, in New Jersey, in the month of November, and, on
dissection, was found to be a female. Turton describes
a species called the white-fronted owl (S. albifrons,)
which, in every thing except the size, agrees with this
bird, and has, very probably, been taken from a young
male, which is sometimes found considerably less than

the female,
.
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SUBGENUS L. —STRIX, SAVIGRY.
M. STRIXY FLAMMEA, LINN AU —WIHITE, Ol BARN OWL,
*

-

WILSON, PLATE L. FiG: 1L.—EDINBURGH COLLEGE MUSEUM.

Tuis owl, thourh g0 commoa in Europe, is rare in
this part of the United States, and is ounly found here
during very severe winters. This may possibly be
owing to the want of those favourite recesses in this
part of the world, wh ich it so much affects in the
eastern continent, The multitudes of old ruined castles,
towers, monasteries, and eathedrals, that everywhere
rise to view in these countries, are the chosen haunts of
this well-known species,  1ts savage eries at night give,
with vulgar mhu!a, a cast of supernatural horror to
those venerable mouldering piles of antiguity, This
species, being common to both continents, jﬂll!.lﬂl!'&.‘i
extends to the arctic regions, [t also inhalbits anl.ur}',
where, according to Pennant, “ the Monguls and natives
almost pay it divine honours, because they attribute to
this species the preservation of I;lu founder of their
empire, Ginghis Khan, That prince, with his small
army, happened to be surprised and put to flight by his
enemics, and forced to conceal himselt iu a little coppice;
an owl settled on the bush under which he was hid, and
induced his pursuers not to search there, as they thought
it impossible that any man could be concealed in a
place where that bird would perch.  From thenceforth
they held it to be sacred, and every one wore a plune
of the feathers of this species on his head.  To this day
the Kalmues continue the custom on all great festivals ;
and some tribes have an idol in form of an owl, to
which they fasten the real legs of one” #

This species is rarely found in Pennsylvania in sum-
mer, Of its place and manuner of building, 1 am unable,
from my own observation, to speak. The bird itself
has been seyeral times found in the hollow of a tree,

b * Arctic Zoology, p. 235,
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and was onee caught in a barn in my veighbourhood.

Eurn|_lmu writers inform us, that it makes no nest, but

deposits its ezes in the holes of walls, and lays five or

six, of a whitish colour; is said to feed on mice ambig
smill birds, which, like the most of its tribe, it swallows
whole, and afterwards emits the bones, feathers, and
other indigestible parts, at its month, in the form of
small ronnd cakes, which are often found in the empty
buildings it frequents.  During its repose it is said to
make a Mlowing noise resembling the snoving of o man, #

It is distinguished in England by varions names, the
barn owl, the church owl, sillihowlet, and sereech owl.
In the lowlands of Scotland it is vniversally called the
hoolet.

The white or barn owl is fourteen inches long, and
upwards of three feet six inches in extent; bill, a
whitish horn colonr, longer than is usual among its
tribe ; space surrounding each eve remarkably concave,
the raduting feathers meeting in a high projecting
ridre, arching from the bill upwards; between these
lies a thick tuft of bright tawny feathers, that are
searcely seen, unless the ridges be separated; face,
white, surrounded by a border of narrow thickset vel-
vety feathers, ofa reddish eream colour at the tip, pure
silvery white below, and finely shafted with blaclk;
whole l:lp]u-r parts, a brizht tawny yellow, thickly
sprinkled with whitish and pale purple, and beautifully
interspersed with larger drops of white, each feather of
the back and wing-coverts ending in an oblong spot of
white bounded by black ; head, large, tumid ; Bilil‘!'s of
the u.ﬂrli,!lmle vellow ochive, thinly sprinkled with small
touches of dusky ; primaries and secondaries the same,
thinly barred, and thickly sprinkled with dull purplish
brown ; tail, two inches shorter than the tips of the
wings, even, or very slightly forked, pale yellowish,
crossed with five bars of brown, and thickly dotted with
the same; whole lower parts, pure white, thinly inter-
spersed with small round spots of blackishs thighs, the

* Bewick, T, p. 20,
1]
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same ; legs, long, thinly covered with short white down
nearly to the feet, which are of a dirty white, and
thickly warted; toes, thinly clad with white hairs;
wlees and fect, Livge and elumsy ; the ridge, or shoulder
of the u'iu,'c: is I'Ill.llnrv{l with tlrlglll. orange brown. The
aged bird is more white; in some, the spots of black on
the breast are wanting, and the colour below, a pale
yellow ; in others, a pure white,

The female mensures lifteen inches and a half in
length, and three feet eight inches in extent ; is much
darker above ; the lower paris tinged with tawny, and
marked also with round spots of black. One of these
was |:lt{_‘|1|-' sont me, which was shot on the border of the
meadows below Philadelplia,  Tts stomach contained
the mangled carcasses of four large meadow mice, hair,

™ bones, and all. The common practice of most owls is,
after breaking the boues, to swallow the mouse entire ;
the bones, hair, and other indigestible parts, are after-
wards discharged from the mouth in large roundish dry
bialls, that are frequently met with in such places as
these bivds vsually haunt.

As the meadow mouse is so eagerly songht after b
those birds, and also by great numbers of hawks, whirf:
regularly, at the commencement of winter, resort to the
meadows below Philadelphia, and to the marshes along
the sea shore, for the purpose of feeding on these little
animals, some account of them may not be improper in
this place. The species appears not to have been talen
notice of by Turton in the latest edition of his*transla-
tion of Linmens. From the nose to the insertion of
the tail it measures four inghes; the tail is between
three quarters and an inch qug,lmiry, and usually eurves
upwards; the fore feet are short, five-toed, the inner
toe very short, but furnished with a elaw; hind feet
also tive-toed ; the cars are shorter than the fur, threush
which, though large, they are scarcely noticeable ; the
nose is blunt; the colour of the back is dark brown,
that of the bally, hoary ; the fur is long and extremely
fine ; the hind feet are placed very far back, and are
alsoShort ; the eyes exceeding small.  This mischievous

VOL. I. i
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creature is a great pest to the meadows, burrowing in
them in every direction ; but is !l:lriil.'ill.'lrl}' injurious
to the embankments raised along the viver, perforating
them in numerous directions, and admitting 1 he watend
which afterwards effects dangerons breaches, inundating
large extents of these low grounds,—and thus they
become the instruments of their own destruction. In
their general figure they bear great resemblince to the
common musk rat, and, like them, swim and dive well.
They feed on the bulbous roots of plants, and alse on
garlic, of which they are remarkably fond.

Aunother favonrite prey of most of our owls is a
species of bat, which also appears to be a nondeseript,
'[Iiiu length of this bat, from the nose to the tip of the
tail, is four inches ; the tail itsell is as long as the body,
but generally curls up inwards ; the general colour is =
a bright ivon gray, the fur being of a reddish eream at’
bottom, then strongly tinged with lake, and minutely
tipt with white ; the ears are scarcely half an inch long,
with two slicht valves; the nostrils are somewhat
tubular; fore teeth, in the upper jaw none, in the
lower four, not reckoning the tusks; the eyes are very
small black points ; the chin, upper part of the breast
and head, are of a pale reddish cream colour ; the wings
have a single hook, or claw each, and are so constructed,
that the animal may hang either with its head or tail
downward, 1 have several times found two hanging
fast locked together behind a leal, the hook of one
fixed in the mouth of the other; the hind feet are
furnished with five toes, sharp-clawed ; the membrane
of the wings is dusky, shafts, light brown; extent,
twelve inches. In a cave, not far from Carlisle, in
Peunsylvania, T found a number of these bats in the
depth of winter, in very severe weather: they were
lyingr on the projectinge s;m]'.'es of the rocks, and, when
t{ue rand of fire was held near them, wrinkled up their
mouths, shewing their teeth; when held in the hand
for a short time, they became active, and, after being
carried into a stove room, flew about as lively as ever,
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Or one hundred and sixty-eight kinds of parrots,
enumerated by European writers as inhabiting the
various regions of the globe, this is the only species
found native within the territory of the United States,
The vast and luxuriant tracts lying within the torrid
zone, seem to be the favourite residence of those neisy,
numerous, and richly plumaged tribes. The Count t{l‘
Buffon has, indeed, eircumscribed the whole genns of
parrots to a space not extending more than twenty-
three degrees on each side of the equator: but later
digscoveries have shewn this statement to be incorrect,
as these birds have been found on our continent as far
south as the Straits of Magellan, and even on the remots
shores of Van Diemen’s Land, in Terra Australasin.
The species now under consideration is also known to
inhabit the interior of Louisiana, and the shores of
Mississippi and Ohio, and their tributary waters, even
beyond the Hlinois river, to the neighbourhood of Lake
Michigan, in lat. 42 deg. north; and, contrary to the
generally received opinion, is chiefly resident in all
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these places, Eastward, however, of the great range
of the Alleghany, it is seldom seen fart her north than
the state of Maryland ; though stragzling parties have /
been occasionally observed among the 1'.'I|t-_1,'.-'5 of tis .
Juniata; and, ;{pmuiiug to some, even twenty-five
miles to the north-west of Albany, in the state of New
York.® But such accidental visits furnish no certain
criteria, by which to riilllgﬂ of their usual extent of
range ; those aérial voyagzers, as well as others who
navigate the deep, being suliject to be cast away, by the
violenee of the elements, on distant shores and unknown
couniries.

From these cireumstances of the northern residence of
this species, we might be justified in concluding it to be
a very hardy bird, more capable of sustaining cold than
nine-tenths of its tribe; and so I believe it is; h:wing‘_,f
myself seen them, in the month of Febroary, along the
banks of the Ohio, in a snow-storm, flying about like
pireons, and in full ery.

The preference, however, which this bird gives to the
western couniries, lying in the same |mr:|||!eTuf latitude
with those eastward of the Alleghany mountains, which
it rarely or never visits, is worthy of remark ; and has
been adduced, by different writers, as a proof of the
superior mildness of climate in the former to that of
the latter. But there are other reasons for this par-
tiality equally powerful, though hitherto overlooked ;
namely, certain peculiar features of country to which
these birds are particularly and strongly attached : these
are, low rich alluvial bottoms, along the borders of
creeks, covered with a gigantic growth of sycamore
trees, or button-wood ; decp, and almost impenetrable
swamps, where the vast and towering eypress lift their
gtill more majestic heads ; and those singular salines,
or, as they are usually ealled, feks, so generally inter-
spersed over that country, and which are regularly and
cagerly visited by the paroquets. A still greater
induecement is the superior abundance of their favourite

* Hartox's Fragmeats, &ke. p. 6, Introduction.
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fruits. That food which the paroquet prefers to all
others is the secds of the cockle bory, a plant rarely
found in the lower parts ol ]]I"'IIII."'-_\"Il.'i'ntliil. or Now York;

ut which unfortunntely srows in too great abundanee
along the shores of the Uhio and Mississippi, =0 much so
as to render the wool of those .\.lu’u']l that pasture where
it most abiounds, scarcely worth the cleaning, covering
them with one solid mass of burs, wronght up and
imbedded into the fleece, to the great annovanece of this
valuable animal.  The secds of the eypress tree and
hackberry, as well as beech nuts, are also great favourites
with these birds; the two former of which are not
commonly found in Pennsylvania, and the litter by no
means so general or so productive.  Here, then, are

« several powerlul reasons, more lli.'E-.'mIi-ut on soil than

climate, for the preference given
luxuriant regions of the west.  Pennsylvania, indeed,
and also Ma ud, abound with excellent apple orchards,
on the ripe fruit of which the paroguets oeeasionally
feed, But 1 have my doubts whether their depredations
in the orchord be not as muach the resalt of wanton 1:|;1]f
and mischief, as regard for the seeds of the fruit, “‘llil:ll
they are supposed to be in pursuit of. 1 have known
a flock of these bivds alizht on an apple tree, and have
myselfseen them twist off the frait, one by one, strewing
it in every direction around the tree, wil:imnt observing
that any of the depredators descended to pick them up,
To a paroquet, which [ wounded and kept for some
considerabile time, 1 very often offered a Ipf:.-:e. which it
uniformly rejected; but burs, or lwcr.;}i nuts, NeEver,
To another very beautiful ove, which 1 brought from
New Orleans, and which is now sitting in the room
beside me, [ have frequently offered this frail, and
also the seeds separately, which I never knew it to
taste. Their local attachments, also, prove that food,
more than climate, determines their choice of country.
For even in the states of Ohio, Kentucky, and the
Mississippi territory, unless in the neighbourhood of
stich places as have been deseribed, it is rare to see
them, The inhabitants of Lexington, as many of them

v these birds to the

-
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assured me, scarcely ever observe them in that quarter.
In passing from that place to Nashville, a distanee of
two hundred miles, 1 neither heard nor saw an

-, but
at a place called Madison's lick. In passing on, '} nextl

met with them on the banks and rich flats of the Ten-
nessee river 3 after this, I <aw no more till 1 reached
Bayo St Pierre, a distance of several hundreed miles @
from all which circumstanees, 1 think we cannot, from
the residence of these birds, establish with propriety
any correct standard by which to judge of the com-
parative temperatures of different climates,

In descending the river Ohio, by myzelf, in the month
of February, I met with the first flock of paroiguets, at
the mouth of the Little Sioto, 1 had been informed,
by an old and res
they were sometimes, thongh ravely, seen there,
observed flocks of them, afterwards, at the mouth of the
Great and Little Miami, and in the neighbonrhood of
numerons creeks that discharge themselves into the
Ohio. At Big Bone lick, thirty miles above the mouth
of Kentucky river, 1 saw them in great pumbers. They
came screaming through the woods in the morning,
about an hour after sunrise, to drink the salt water, of
which they, as well as the pigeons, are remarkally fond.
When they alighted on the ground, it appeared at a
distance as if covered with a carpet of the richest green,
orange, and yellow: they afterwards settled, in one
body, on a neighbouring tree, which stood detached
from any other, covering almost every twig of it, and
the sun, shining strongly on their gay and glossy
plumage, produced a very beautiful and splendid appear-
ance,  Here 1 had an opportunity of oliserving some
very particular traits of their character: having shot
down a number, some of which were only wounded,
the whaole flock swept repeatedly around their prostrate
companions, and arain settled on a low tree, within
twenty vards of the spot where [ stood, At cach
successive discharge, though showers of them fell, yet
the affection of the survivors seemedd rather to inerease ;
for, after a few circuits around the place, they again

setable inhabitant of Marietta, that
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alighted near me, looking down on their slaughtered
companions with such manifest symptoms of sympathy
and coneern, as entirely disarmed me, 1 could not but
Make potice of the remarkable contrast between theip
elegant manner of fhight, and their lame crawling gait
among the branches,  They fly very much like the
wild pigeon, in close compact bodies, and with great
r:t|lilli.t"|.‘,, mukiug a loud and outrageous sereaming, not
unlike that of the red-headed woodpecker.  Their flight
is sometimes ina direct line; but most usually cirenitous,
making a great variety of elegant and easy serpentine
meanders, as if for ]I{{‘-EISII.TI‘. They are particularly
attached to the large syeamores, in the hollow of the
trunks and brauches of which they 'r_ri-n.or-,ﬂ]}' roost,
thirty or forty, and sometimes more, entering at the
X same hole. Here they cling close to the sides of the
tree, holding fast by the claws and also by the bills,
They appear to be fond of sleep, and often retive to their
hales :}uriug the day, probably to take their regular
siesta. They are extremely sociable with, and fond of
each other, often scratehing each other’s heads and
necks, and always, at night, nestling as elose as possible
to each other, preferring, at that time, a perpendicular
position, .wu|l:pur|!cd by their bill and claws, In the
tall, when their favourite cockle burs are ripe, they
swarm along the coast, or high grounds of the Missis-
sippi, above New Orleans, for o great extent. At such
times, they are killed and eaten by many of the
inhabitants ; though, I confess, I think their flesh very
indifferent. I have several times dined on it from
necessity, in the woods : but found it merely passable,
with all the sauce of a keen appetite to recommend it.
A very general opinion prevails, that the brains and
intestines of the Carolina parogquet are a sure and fatal
poison to cats. 1 had determined, when at Big Bone,
to put this to the test of experiment ; and For that pur-
wse collected the brains and bowels of more than a
!:]um_-n of them. Butafter close search, Mistress Puss was
not to be found, being engaged perbaps on more agree-
ablé business, 1 left the medicine with Mr Colquboun's
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arent, to administer it by the first opportunity, and
write me the result; but I have never yet ||l-n!'|l from
him. A respectable lady near the town of Natchez
and on whose word 1 can rely, assared me, that sh
herself had made the experiment, and that, whatever
might be the cause, the eat had actually died either on
that or the succeeding day. A French planter near
Bayo Fourche pretended to account to me for this effect
by positively asserting, that the seeds of the cockle
burs on which the paroquets so eagerly feed, were
deleterious to eats: and thos their death was |1rm]l|r{'{l
by eating the intestines of the bird, These matters
migltt {':15“_'.' have been aseertained on the spot, which,
however, a combination of trifling circumstances pres
vented me from doive. 1 several times earried a dose -
of the first description in my pocket till it became,
insufferable, without meeting with a suitable patient,
on whom, like other professional gentlemen, i might
conveniently make a fuir experiment,

I was equally unsnceessful in my endeavours to dis-
cover the time of incabation or manner of building
among these bivds.  All asreed that they breed in
hollow trees ; and several aflirmed to me that they had
seen their nests, Some said they earrvied in no mate-
rials; others that they did.  Some made the cars white
others speckled. One man assured me that he cut down
a large beech tree, which was hollow, and in which
he found the broken fracmenis of upwarids of twenty

aroquet egrs, which were of a greenish vellow colour.

he nests, thongh destroved in their texture by the
falling of the tree, appeared, he said, to be formed of
small twigs elued to each other, and to the side of
the tree, in the manner of the chimney swallow. e =y
added, that if it were the proper season, he counld point
out to me the weed from which they procured the
glun;r matter. From all these contradictory accounts
nothing certain can be deduced, except that they build
m companies, in hollow trees.  That they commence
incubation late in summer, or very early in spring, I
think highly probable, from the numerous dissections
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1 made in the months of March, April, May, and June ;
and the great variety which 1 ﬁ:-umll in the colour of the
plumage of the head and neck of both sexes, during

sthe two former of these months, convinees me, that the
young birds do not receive their full colours until the
early part of the succeeding summer,

While parrots and paroquets, from foreign countries,
abound in almost every street of our large cities,
and become such great favourites, no attention seems
to have been paid to our own, which in elegance of
figure and beauty of plumage is certainly superior to
many of them. It wants indeed that disposition for
]It:"rpl'tuili :"-l.'l‘l':l.llliltg anil l.'.|l;|ttur"ul_-_,r that renders some
af the former pests, not only to their I;pp|u~r.4, but to
the whole neighbourhood in which they reside. It is

alike docile and sociable ; soon becomes perfeetly fami-
Liar; and, wntil equal pains be taken in its instruction,
it is unfair to conclude it incapable of equal improve-
ment in the languagze of man.

As so little has hitherto been known of the disposi-
tion and manners of this species, the reader will not, I
hope, be displeased at my detailing some of these, in
the history of a particular favourite, my sole companion
in many a lonesome day’s march,

Anxious to try the effects of edncation on one of
those which I procured at Big Boue lick, and which was
but slightly wounded in the wing, I fixed llll a place
for it in the stern of my boat, and ]frf-.-svnm it with
some cockle burs, which it fieely fed on in less than
an lour after being on boavd,  The intermediate time
between eating and sleeping was oceupied in gnawing
the sticks that formed its place of counfinement, in

w order to make a practicable breach ; which it repeatedly
effected, When 1 abandoned the viver, and travelled
by land, I wrapt it up closely in a sillk handkerchief,
tying it tightly around, and cavried it in my pocket.
When T stopped for refreshment, Lunbound my prisoner,
and gave it its allowance, which it generally dt-ﬁpﬂ.tl:hmi
with great dexterity, unhusking the seeds from the
bur'ina twinkling ; i doing which it always employed
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its left foot to hold the bur, as did several others ﬂmt
I kept for some time. I began to think that this might
be peculiar to the whole tribe, and that they all were,
if I may use the expression, left-footed ; but by shooting,
a number afterwards while enraged in eating o~
berries, I found sometimes the left, sometimes the right
foot stained with the fruit ; the other always elean;; from
which, and the constant prm:[icc ot: those 1 kept, }t
appears, that like the human species in the use _uf FIIL‘I‘I‘
hands, they do not prefer one or the other indiseri-
minately, but are either left or right footed. But to
return to my prisoner : In recommitting it to * durance
vile"” we generally had a quarrel; during wlm:h it fre-
quently paid me in kind for the wound 1 had inflicted,
and for depriving it of liberty, by cutting and almost
disabling several of my fingers with its sharp and powery
ful bill. The path through the wilderness between
Nashville and Natchez is in some places bad beyond
description, There are dangerous crecks to swim,
miles of morass to struggle through, rendered almost as
gleomy as night by a prodigious growth of timber, and
an underwood of canes and other evergreens; while
the descent into these slugwish streams is often ten or
filteen feet perpendicular into a bed of deep clay. In
some of the worst of these places, where h:ui as it
were, to fight my way through, the paroquet frequently
escaped from my pocket, obliging me to dismount and
pursue it through the worst of the morass before I
could regain it. On these occasions I was several
times tempted to abandon it; but I persisted in
bringing it along. When at night I encamped in the
woods, I placed it on the bagzage beside me, where it

usually sat, with great composure, dozing and gazing -

at the fire till morning. In this manner T carried it
upwards of a thousand miles in my pocket, where it
wis exposed all day to the jolting of the horse, but
rexularly liberated at meal times and in the evening, at
which it always expressed great satisfaction. In pass-
ing through the Chickasaw and Chactaw nations, the
Indians, wherever [ stopped to feed, collected around
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me, men, women, and children, langhing and seeming
wonderfully amused with the novelty of my companion,
The Chickasaws called it in their language “ Kelinky
gt when they heard me eall it Poll, they soon repeated
the name; and wherever I chanced to stop among
these people, we soon became familiar with each other
through the medium of Poll.  On arriving at Mr Dun-
bar's, below Natchez, I procured a eage, and placed it
under the piazza, where by its call it soon attracted
the passing flocks; such is the attachment they have
for each other. Numerous parties frequently alighted
on the trees immediately above, keeping up a con-
stant conversation with the prisoner. Oune of these I
wounded slightly in the wing, and the pleasure Poll
expressed on meeting with this new companion was
really amusing, She crept close up to it as it hung en
the side of the cage, chattering to it in a low tone of
voice, as if sympathizing in its misfortune, scratched
about its head and neck with her bill; and both at
night nestled as close as possible to each other, some-
times Poll's head being thrust among the plumage of the
other. On the death of this companion, she appeared
restless and inconsolable for several days. On reach-
ing New Orleans, 1 placed a looking glass beside the
place where she usually sat, and the 1nstant she per-
ceived her image, all her former fonduess seemed to
return, so that she could scarcely absent hersell from
it a moment. It was evident that she was completely
deceived. Always when evening drew on, nruj often
during the day, she laid her head close to that of the
image in the glass, and began to doze with great com-
wsure and satisfaction, In this short space she had

- -[(‘.’ll'l'l.l. to know her pame ; to answer and come when

‘called on; to climb up my clothes, sit on my shoulder,
and eat from my mouth. 1 took her with me to sea,
determined to persevere in her education ; but, destined
to another fate, poor Poll, having one morning, about
daybreak wronght her way through the cage, while 1
was asleep, instantly flew overboard, and perished in
the Gulf of Mexico.
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blue reflections, lightest and most 'J'l"n:d e dder
below ; greater wing-coverts and roots ol “1"3 Primatics,
yellow, slizhtly tinged with green; interior webs of
the primaries, deep dusky purple, almost black, exterior
ones, bluish green ; tail, long, cuneiform, consisting of
twelve feathers, the exterior one only half the length,
the others increasing to the middle ones, which are
streaked along the middle with light blue; shafts of
all the larger feathers, and of most part of the green
plumage, black ; koees and vent, orange yellow ; feet,
a pale whitish flesh colonr; elaws, black ; bill, white,
or slightly tinged with pale cream; iris of the eye,
hazel; round the eye is a small space without feathers,
covered with a whitish skin; nostrils placed in an
elevated membrane at the base of the bill, and covered
with feathers; chin, wholly bare of feathers, but con-
cealed by those descending on each side; from each
side of the palate hangs a lobe or skin of a blackish
colour; tongue, thick and fleshy ; inside of the upper
mandible near the point, grooved exactly like a file,
that it may hold with more seeurity,

The female differs very little in her colours and
markings from the male, After examining numerous
specimens, the following appear to be the principal dif-
ferences. The yellow on the neck of the female does not__
descend quite so far; the interior vanes of the primaries
are brownish, instead of black, and the orange red on
the bend and edzes of the wing is considerably narrower;
in other respects, the colours and markings are nearly
the same,

The young birds of the preceding year, of both sexes,
are generally destitute of the yellow on the head and

neck, a rich and pure yellow ;
«, also edged with rich
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neck, until about the beginning or middle of March,
having those parts wholly green, except the front and
cheeks, which are orange red in them as in the fyll
wn birds, Towards the middle of March the yellow
begins to appear, in detached feathers, interspersed
among the grecn, varying in different individuals, [n
some which I killed about the List of thai month, only
a few green feathers remained among the yellow ; and
these were fast assuming the yellow tint: for the colour
changes without change of plumage. A vumber of
these birds, in all their grades of progressive change
from green to yellow, have been deposited in Mr Peale’s
museum,
What is called by Europeans the linois parrot
( psittacus pertinax) is evidently the young bird in its
ﬂr';lmpcrl‘l:ct colours.  Whether the present species be
found as far south as Brazil, as these writers pretend,
I am unable to say; but, from the great extent of
country in which [ bave myself killed and examined
these birds, I am satisfied that the present species, now
described, is the only one inhabiting the United States,
Since the foregoing was written, I have had an
opportunity, by the death of a tame Carolina paroquet,
to ascertain the fact of the poisonous eflects of their
head and intestines on cats, Haviog shut up a cat and
her two kittens, (the latter only a few days old,) in a
room with the head, neck, and whole intestines of the
paroquet, I found, ou the next morning, the whole
caten except a small part of the bill, The cat exhibited
no symptom of sickness; and, at this moment, three
days after the experiment has been made, she and her
kittens are in their usual health. = Siill, however, the
o eflect might have been different, had the daily food of
the bird been cockle burs, instead of Indian corn,
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A straxGER who visits the United States for thg."

purpose of examining their natural productions, and

asses throngh our woods in the month of May or

une, will sometimes hear, as he traverses the borders .

- of deep, retired, high timbered hollows, an uncouth ’

guttuml sound, or note, resembling the syllables kowe,

owe, howe kowe kowe, beminning slowly, but ending so i
rapidly, that the notes seem to run into each other;
and vice versa: he will hear this frequently, without §
being able to discover the bird or animal from which it 1
proceeds, as it is both shy and solitary, seeking always |
the thickest foliage for concealment. This is the
yellow-billed euckoo, the subject of the present account.
From the imitative sonnd of its note, it is known in
many parts by the name of the eow-bird ; it is also
called in Virginia, the rain erow, being observed to be
most clamorous immediately before rain,

This species arrives in Pennsylvania, from the south, _
about the twenty-second of April, and spreads over the
country, as far at least as Lake Ontario; is numerous
in the Chickasaw and Chactaw nations ; and also breeds
in the upper parts of Georgia; preferring, in all these
sulm:as,thr borders of solitary swamps, and apple orchards,

t leaves us, on its return southward, about the middle
of September.

-
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The singular, I will not say unnatural, conduct of
the European cuckoo (ewcwlies canorus,) which never
construets a nest for itself, but deops its eggs in those
of other birds, and abandons them to their mercy and
management, is g0 Illli\'i'l‘hl"}' kunown, and so proverbial,
that the whole tribe of cuckoos have, by some incon-
siderate people, been stigmatized as destitute of all
parental care and affection.  Without attempting to
aceount for this remarkable halit of the European
species, far less to consider as an error what the wisdom
of Heaven has imposed as a duty upon the species, 1
will only remark, that the bivd now before us builds
its own nest, hatches ils own eges, and rears its own
young ; and, in conjugal and parental aflfection, seems
wowise behind any of its neighbours of the grove,

Early in May, they begin to pair, when obstinate
battles take place among the males,  About the tenth
of that month, they commence building., The west is
usually fixed among the horizontal branches of an
apple tree; somefimes in a solitary thorn, crab, or
cedar, in some retived part of the woods, It is con-
structed, with little art, and searcely any concavity, of
small sticks and twigs, intermixed with green weeds,
and blossoms of the common maple.  On this almost
flat bed, the eges, usually three or four in number, are
placed ; these are of a uniform greenish blue colour,
and of a size proportionable to that of the bird. While
the female is sitting, the male is generally not far
distant, and gives the aluem, by his notes, when any
person is approaching.  The female sits so close, that
von may almost reach her with your hand, and then
precipitates herself to the ground, feigning lameness,
to draw you away from the spot, tluttering, trailing
lier wings, and tumbling over, in the manner of the
partridge, woodeock, and many other species.  Doth
parents unite in providing food for the young. This
consists, for the most part, of caterpillars, particulacly
stuch as infest apple trees.  The same inseets constitute
the chief part of«their own sustenance. They are
aceysed, and with some justice, of sucking the cggs of

VOL. 1. 1 ]
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other birds, like the ¢row, the blue jay, and other
pillagers.  They also occasionally eat various kinds
of berries.  But, from the civeumstance of destroying
stch numbers of very noxious lorvie, they prove themZe!
selves the friends of the farmer, and are highly desery-'
inr of his protection.

The vellow-billed cuckoo is thirteen inches longr,
and sixtern inches in extent; the whole upper parts
are of a dark glossy drab, or what is usually ealled a

naker colour, with greenish silky reflections ; from
?lﬁ.‘i must, however, be excepted the inner vanes of the
wings, which are bright rl'liliisll cinuamon ; the tail is
long, composed of ten feathers, the two middle ones
being of the same colour as the back, the others, which
radually shorten to the exterior ones, are black,s
argely tipt with white; the two outer ones are 7
searcely half the length of the middle ones. The whole:
lower parts are pure white ; the feathers covering the
thighs beiur large, like those of the hawlk tribe ; the
lers and feet are light blue, the toes placed two before
and two behind, as in the rest of the genus,  The bLill
is long, a little bent, very broad at the base, dusky
hlack above, and yellow I:ulsmr; the eye hazel, feathered
cloze to the evelid, which is yellow, -The female differs
little from the male ; the four middle tail feathers in
her are of the same uniform drab ; and the white, with
which the others are tipt, not so pure as in the male.

In examining this Iairw.‘. by dissection, the inner
membrane of the gizzard, which in many other species
is 50 hard and muscular, in this is extremely lax and
soft, capable of great distension ; and, what is remarka-
ble, is covered with a growth of fine down, or hair, of
a light fawn colour. It is difficult to ascertain the v
particular pl:l‘]lm.‘cc which nature intends by this ex- B
crescence 3 perhaps it may serve to shield the tender
parts from the irritatiog effects produced by the hairs
of certauin caterpillars, some of which are said to be
almost equal to the sting of a nettle,

_‘ -
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7. cocoravs ENYTHROPHTHALNUS, BONAPARTE.

CUerLUsd ERYTREQOFPHTHALMES, WILSON, — BLACK-MILLED
[SUER AL (18N

WILSON; FLATE XXVIIL FIG: IL—EDINBURGI COLLEGE MUSEUM.

Tuis cuckoo is nearly as numerous ns the former,
but has hitherto escaped the notice of European natu-
ralists ; or, from its general resemblance, has been
confounded with the preceding. Its particular mark-
ings, however, and some of its habits, sufficiently

characterize it as a distinet species.  Its general colour
above is nearly that of the former, inclining more to a

vile ash on the clieeks and front; it is about an inch
ess in length; the tail is of & uniform dark sillky drab,
except at the tip, where each feather is marked with a
spot of white, bordered above with a slight touch of
dlull black ; the bill is wholly black, and much smaller
than that of the precediog; and it wants the bright
cinnamon on the wings, But what constitutes its
most distineunishing teait is, a bare wrinkled skin, of a
deep red colour, that surrounds the eye. The female
differs little in external appearance from the male,

The black-billed cuckoo is particularly fond of the
sides of erecks, feeding on small shell fish, snails, &e.
I have also often found broken pieces of oyster shells in
its gizzard, which, like that of the other, is covered
with fine downy hair,

The nest of this bird is most commonly built in a
cedar, much in the same mauner, and of nearly the
same materials, as that of the other; but the cges are
smaller, usually four or iive in number, and of a rather
deeper greenish blue.

This bird is likewise found in the state of Georgia,
and has not escaped the notice of Mr Abbot, who is
satistied of its being a distinet species from the pre-
ceding,
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Tuis majestic and formidable species, in strength and
magnitude, stands at the head of the whole class of
woodpeckers hitherto discovered, He may be called
the king or chief of his tribe ; and nature seems (o have
designed him a distinguished charaeteristic in the superb
carmine crest and bill of polished ivory with 11-‘||i:-11
she has ornamented him. His eye is brilliant and
daring ; and his whole frame so admirably adapted for
his mode of life, and method of procuring subsistence,
a5 10 impress on the mind of the examiner the most
reverential ideas of the Creator. His manners have
also a dignity in them superior to the common herd of
woodpeckers, Trees, shrubbery, orchards, rails, fenee
posts, aud old prostrate logs, are alike interesting to
those, in their hymble and indefutigable search for Prey; — .
but the royal hmmter now hefore us, scorns the humility -
of such situations, and seeks the most towering trees
of the forest; seeming partienlarly attached to those
prodigious cypress swamps, whose crowded giant sons
streteh their bare and blasted or moss-hung arms mid-
way to the skies, In these almost innccessible recesses,
amid ruinous piles of impending timber, his trurzpet-
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like note and loud strokes resound through the solitary
savage wilds, of which he seems the sole lord anid
inhabitant, Wherever he frequents he leaves numerous
Tmonwments of his industey behind him. We there e
enormous pine trees with cartloads of bark lying
around their roots, and ehips of the trunk itself in such
quantitics as to suggest the idea that hall o dozen of
axe-men had been it work there for the whole norning.
The body of the tree is also disficured with such
numerons anid so large excavations, that one can hardly
conceive it possible for the whole to be the work of
a woodpecker. With such strength, and an apparatus
so powerful, what bavoe might he not commit, if
numerous, on the most useful of onr forest trees ! and
~ yet with all these appearances, and much of vulgar
L prejudice against him, it may fairly be questioned
whether hie is at all injurions ; or, at least, whether his
exertions do not contribute most powerfully to the
protection of our timber. Examine closely the tree
where he has been at work, and you will soon perceive,
that it is neither from motives of mischiel nor amusoe-
ment that he slices off' the bark, or digs his way into
the trunk.—For the sound and healthy tree 15 the
least object of his attention. The diseased, infested
with insects, and hastening to putrelaction, are fhis
favourites; there the deadly erawling enciny have
formed a lodgement between the bark and tender wood,
to drink up the very vital part of the tree. It is the
ravages of these vermin whi:rL the intelligent proprietor
of the forest deplores, as the sole perpetrators of the
destruction of s timber.  Would it be believed that
the larvie of an insect, or fly, no larger than a grain of
rice, should silently, and in one season, destroy some
thousand acres of pine trees, many of them from two
to three feet in dinmeter, and a handeed and ity feet
high! Yet whoever passes along the high road from
Georgetown to Charleston, in South Caroling, about
twenty miles from the former place, can have striking
and melancholy proofs of this fact. « In some places

-
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ruins before every . w0 and prejudice stub-
of desolation. And yet ignorance an¢ prej! wainst the
bornly persist in directing their indignation agains ol
bird now before us, the constant and mortal enemy o
these very vermin, as if the hand that probed the
wound to extract its cause, should |ul' vqu:!fl_}' fh‘h'h‘h‘-*]
with that which inflicted it ; or as if the thief-catcher
should be confounded with the thief. Until some
effectual ]rr'm.‘omi\'l: Or mors l‘ﬂIlIIJll"I{" maode of destrne-
tion can be devised against these insects, and their
larvie, 1 would humbly suggest the propriety of pros,
tecting, and receiving with proper feelings of gratitude, y,—
the services of this and the whole tribe of woodpeckers, /
letting the odium of guilt fall to its proper owners.

In looking over the accounts given of the ivory-
billed woodpecker by the naturalists of Europe, I find
it asserted, that it inhabits from New Jersey to Mexico,
I believe, however, that few of them are ever seen to
the north of Virginia, and very few of them even in
that state. The first place I observed this bird at,
when on my way to the south, was about twelve miles
north of Wilmington in North Carolina. Having
wounded it slightly in the wing, on being canght, it
uttered a loudly reiterated, and most piteous note,
exactly resembling the violent erying of a young child ;
which terrified my horse so, as nearly to have cost me
my life. It was distressing to hear it. I carried it
with me in the chair, under cover, to Wilmington, In
passing through the streets, its affecting cries surprised
every one within hearing, particularly the females, who =—""
hurried to the doors and windows with looks of alarm ~ '
and anxiety. I drove on, and, on arriving at the piazza
of the hotel, where I intended to put up, the landlord
came forward, and a number of other persons who
llﬂ;:pl"nr‘l‘] to be there, all equally alarmed at what they
heard ; this was greatly increased by my asking, whether
he could furnish me with accommodations for myself
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and my baby., The man looked blank and foolish,
while the others stared with still greater astonishment.
After diverting mysell for a minute or two at their

be—xprm-cu, I drew my woodpecker from under the cover,
and a general laugh took place. 1 took him up stairs
and locked him up in my room, while I went to see
my horze taken care of. In less than an hour I
returned, and, on opening the door, hie set up the same
distressing shout, which now appeared to proceed from
grief that he had been discovered in his attempts at
escape.  Ho had mounted along the side of the window,
I‘I{'lll.‘}lj' as hizh as the ceiling, a little below which he
had begun to break through. The bed was covered
with large ]Jim:('s of plaster; the lath was 1.'.\:1|u.-l:|1 for
at least hifteen inches square, and a hole, large enough

{ to admit the fist, opened to the weather-hoards ; so that
in less than another hour he would certainly have
succeeded in making his way through. [ now tied
a string round his leg, and, fastening it to the table,
again left him. 1 wished to preserve his life, and had
gone off in search of suitable food for him. As I
reascended the stairs, 1 heard him again bard at work,
and on entering had the mortification to perceive that
he had almost entively ruined the mahogany table to
which he was fastened, and on which he had wreaked
his whole vengeance. While engaged in taking a
drawing, he cut me severely in several places, and, on
the whele, displayed such a noble and unconguerable
spirit, that T was frequently tempted to restore him to
his native woods. He lived with me nearly three.
days, but vefused all sustenance, and I witnessed his
death with regret.

- The head and bill of this bird is in great esteem
among the southern Indians, who wear them by way
of mnulet or charm, as well as ornament ; and, it i said,
dispose of them to the northern tribes at considerable
prices.  An Indian believes that the head, skin, or even
feathers of certain birds, confer on the wearer all the
virtues or excellencies of those birds. Thus I bave
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“ This bird is not migratory, but resident m 1 [T coun

In the low countries of the
Carolinas it usually prefers the large lnu.hvrvd r}‘pru':f-:
swamps for breeding in.  In the trunk of one of these
trees, at a considerable height, the male and female
alternately, and in conjunction, dir out a large and
capacious cavity for their ezgs and young. Trees thus
dug out have frequently been cut down, with sometimes]
the eges and voung in them. This hole, according to
information,—for I have never seen one mysell,—is
generally a little winding, the better to keep out the
weather, and from two to five feet deep.  The epws are
said to be generally four, sometimes five, as large as a
pullet’s, pure white, and I'F]_IH'I”I'I.' thick at both ends, —
a description that, except in size, very nearly agrees
with all the rest of our woodpeckers. The young begin
to be seen abroad about the middle of June. Whether
they breed more than once in the same season is
npeertain.

So little attention do the people of the countries
“'_h“r'-' these birds inhabit, pay to the minutize of natural
history, that, generally speaking, they make no distine-

tries where it inhabits.

* tion between the ivory-billed and ||i:|1.~.'lel woodpecker ;

and it was not till [shewed them the two birds together,
that they knew of any difference. The more iutelligent
and observing part of the natives, however, distinenish
them by the name of the larwe and lesser logeocks.
They seldom examine them but at a distanee, gunpowder
being considered too precious to be thrown away on
woodpeckers ; nothing less than a turkey being thought
worth the value of a load.

The food of this bird consists, I believe, entirely of
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insects and their larvie.  The pileated woodpecker is
suspected of sometimes tasting the Indian corn: the
ivory=billed never. His common note, repeated ever
giliree or four seconds, very much resembles the tone
of a trumpet, or the high note of a clarionet, and can
lainly be distinguished at the distance of more than
Lull’ a mile ; seeming to be immediately at hand, though
perhaps more than one hundred yards off.  This it
utters while mouuting along the trunk or digging into
it, At these times it has a stately and novel appearance ;
and the note instantly attracts the notice of a stranger,
Along the borders of the Savamnah river, between
Savannah and Angusta, [ found them very frequently ;
but my horse no seoner heard their trumpet-like note,
,than, remembering his former alarm, he became almost
Ti, ungoveruable,

The ivory-billed woodpecker is twenty inches long,
and thirty inches in extent; the ;__{l'llul‘u] colour is
black, with a cousiderable gloss of green when exposed
to a good light ; iris of the eye, vivid yellow; nostrils,
covered with recumbent white hairs: fore part of the
head, black; rvest of the crest of a most s l]ll'llditi red,
spotted at the bottom with white, which 1s only seen
when the erest is erected ; this long red plamage being
ash-colourced at its base, above that white, and ending
in brilliant red; a stripe of white proceeds from a
point, about half’ an inch below each eye, passes down
cach side of the neck, and along the back, where they
are about an inch apart, nearly to the rump; the first
five primaries are wholly black ; on the next five the
white spreads from the tip higher and higher to the
secondaries, which are wholly white from their coverts
downward. These markings, when the wings are
shut, make the bird appear as if his back were white ;
henee he has been called by some of our naturalists the
large white-backed woodpecker, The neck islong ; the
beak an inch broad at the base, of the colour and con-
sistence of ivory, prodigiously stronz and elegantly

Aluted.  The tail is black, tapering from the two exte-
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rior feathers, which are three inches shortor than the
middle owes, and each feather has the singularity of
beine greatly concave below 3 the v is lined with
yvellowish white: the less are about an inch and
quarter long, the exterior toe about the same length, the
claws exactly semicirenlar and remarkably powerlul,
the whole of a lizht blue or lead eolour. The female
12 about half an inch shorter, the ill sther less, and
the whole plumage of the head black, glossed with
areen ; in the other parts of the plomage, she exactly
resembles the male,  In the stomachs of three which |
opened, T found large quantities of a species of worm
called borers, two or three inches lone, of o dirty cream
eolour, with a black head ; the stomach was an oblong
wouch, not muszcular like the gizzards of 2ome ot iwr.-'»\r‘

‘he tongue was worm-shaped, and for half an inch at
the tip as hard as horn, flat, pointed, of the same whi
colour as the bill, and thickly barbed on each side.

8. prevs FPILEATUS, LISEXAUS. — PFILEATED WOODFECKER

WILSON, FL. XXIX. FIG. Il. — MALE. —ER¥EUVRCH COLLEGE
MUSELD M.

Tz American species is the second in =size amons
hiz tribe, and may I;Il.' styled the great northern chief
of the woodpeckers, though, in fact, his PTG ¢X-
tends over the whele of the United States from the
interior of Canada to the Gulf of Mexieo. He is Yery
numerons in the Gennesee country, and in all the tracts
of high timbered forests, particularly in the neighbour-
hood of our larere rivers, where he 15 noted for making
a loud and almost incessant ecackling before wet
weather; flying at such times "
manner from tree to tree, ma
his outeryv.  In Pennsylva nid the northern states
he is called the black woodeock: in the southern
states, the logeock, Almost every old trunk in the
forest where be resides bears the marks of his chisel,
.

in a restless uneasy
nr l]’h_- \'l'n(rrlh |-|'|1r| Tiw
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Wherever he perceives a tree beginning to decay, he
examines it roumd and round with great skill and dex-
terity, strips oft’ the bark in sheets of five or six feot
i length, to get at the hidden cause of the disease,
and labours with o gaiety amd activity really surprising,
I have seen him separate the greatest part of the barle
from a large dead pine tree, for twenty or thirty feet,
in less than a quarter of an hour. Whether enguged
in flying from tree to tree, in digeing, climbing, or
barkine, he secms perpetually in a hurry.  He is ex-
tremely hard to kill, clinging close to the tree even
after he has received his mortal wonnd ; nor yielding
up his hold but with his Hl ring breath, If slightly
wounded in the wing, and dropt while flying, he

_‘imﬂnuﬂ}' makes for the nearest tree, and strikes with
wreat bitteroess at the hand stretehed ont to seize him ;
and can rarely be reconciled to confinement. He is
sometimes observed among the hills of Indian corn,
and it is said by some that he frequently feeds on it
Complaints of this Kind are, however, not general;
many frmers doubting the fact, and conceiving that at
these times he is in search of insects which lie con-
cealed in the husgk. I will not be positive that they
never oceasionally taste maize ; yet 1 have ulmuml and
examined rreat numbers of these birds, killed in varions
parts of the United States, from Lake Ontario to the
Alatamalia river, but never found a grain of Indian
corn in their stomachs,

The pileated woodpecker is not migratory, but braves
the extremes of both the arctic and torrid regions,
Neither is he gregarious, for it is rare to see more than
one or two, or at the most three, in company. For-

= merly they were numerous in the neigl 1’blilll'llnﬂl| of
Philadelphia; but gradually, as the old timber fell, and
the country became better cleared, llw;p retreated to
the forest, At present few of those bivds are to be
found within ten or fifteen miles of the eity,

Their nest is boilt, or rather the eges are deposited,
in the hole of a tree, dug out by themselves, no other
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rior feathers, which are three inches shorter than the
middle ones, and cach feather has the singularity of
being greatly concave below ; the wing is lined with
yellowish white; the legs are about au inch and
gllmrh'r lomg, the exterior toe about the same length, the
aws exactly semicircular and remarkably powerlul,
the whole of a light blue or lead colour. 'I'Ln female
ig about half an inch shorter, the il rather loss, and
the whole plumage of the head black, glossed with
grecn ; in the other parts of the plumage, she exactly
resembles the male.  In the stomachs of three which 1
opened, I found large quantities of a species of worm
called borers, two or three inches long, of o dirty crenm
eolour, with a black head ; the stomach was an oblong
wouch, not muscular like the gizzards of some other:
he tongue was worm-shaped, and for half an inch r:?_
the tip as hard as horn, flat, pointed, of the same white
colour as the bill, and thickly barbed on each side,

B0 prers FILEATUS, LINSEUS —FILEATED WODDFECKER.

WILSOX, FL. IXIX. FIG. [l —MALE, — FHY¥IULGI COLLEGE
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Tmis American species is the second in size among
his tribe, and may be styled the great northern chief
of the woodpeckers, though, in fact, his range ex-
tends over the whole of the United States from the
interior of Canada to the Gulf of Mexico. He is very
numerous in the Geunesee country, and in all the tracts
of hirh timbered forests, particularly in the neichbonr-
hood of our large rivers, where he 15 noted for making
a loud and almost incessant cackling  before WOt e
weather; flving at such times in a restless uneasy
manner from tree to tree, makine the woods echo to
his outery. In Penusylvania and the vorthern states
he is called the BWack woodecock; in the southern
states, the logcock. Almost every old trunk in the
forest where he resides bears the marks of his chisel.

-
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Wherever he perecives a tree beginning to decay, ho
examines it ronnd and round with great skill and deox-
terity, strips off’ the bark in sheets of five or six feet
%o length, to get at the hidden cause of the discase,
and lnbours with o gaiety and activity really surprising,
I have seen him separate the greatest part of the bark
from a large dead pine tree, for twenty or thirty feet,
in less than a quarter of an hour. Whether engaged
in flving from tree to tree, in digging, climb i, or
barking, he seems perpetually in a hurry, Heo is ex-
1‘_rl"'l1'|l."|_'lr' hard to ]-LII]. L il g close to the tree SV
after he has received his mortal wound ; nor yielding
up his hold bt with his expiring breath,  1F slightly
wounded in the wing, and dropt while flying, he

'iﬁnt:llltl}' milkes for the nearest tree, and strikes with
great bitterness at the band stretehed out to seize him;
and can rarely be reconciled to confinement. He is
sometimes observed among the hills of Indian corn,
and it is said by some that he frequently feeds on it
Complaints of this kind are, however, not general;
many farmers doubting the fact, and conceiving that at
these times he is in search of insects which lie con-
cealed in the husk. 1 will not be positive that they
never occasionally taste maize; yet 1 have opened and
examined great numbers of these birds, killed in varions
parts of the United States, from Lake Ontario to the
Alatamaha river, but never found a grain of Indian
corn in their stomachs,

The pileated woodpecker is not migratory, but braves
the extremes of both the arctic and torrid regions,
Neither is he gregarious, for it is rare to see more than
one or two, or at the most three, in company,  For-

s merly they were numerous in the neighbourhood of
Philadelphia; but gradually, as the old timber fell, and
the conutry became better cleared, they retreated to
the forest. At present few of those ards are to he
found within ten or fifteen miles of the city,

Their nest is built, or rather the eges are deposited,
in the hole of a tree, dug out by themselves, no other
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materials being used but the soft chips of rotten woodl.
The female lays six large eges of a snowy whitouess;
and, it is said, they menerally raise two broods in thie
LSV L TR E TR

This species is eighteen inches long, amd twenty-

eirht in extent ; the -r.-:|.-L..| colour 1= a ||Il-.|x||' Lrownish
1.

blaek : the head is orpamented with a cowieal « ap off
brizht scarlet: two searlet mustaches [T sl from
the lower mandible ; the chin is white; the nostrils
are coversd with browmnish white hair-like feathers,
aned this steipe of white passes from thence down the
sidi of the neck to the \idl'-,:.lu'r.;l!l1|: under the wings ;
the upper half’ of the wings are white, but concealed
by the black coverts; the lower extremities of the
wimers are black, so that the white on the wing is noe
seen but when the bird is flvine, at which time it is
\1'|'_'n' ||r--|ni|u-ur : the tail is r.Liu-riu:,, the feathers ]II"'il‘II'-_‘f
very convex above, and strone; the leers are of a leaden
llfl-‘:q:-l.' |'|1]I1I|r' 1..-:.'nh-.rr,, -ﬂ,‘.ll'fl'l:_'n' hu ] il!!u'll; Thr_- tois
vory lon l|l1' claws strong and semicircular, aml of @
|l:|!4' Blue ; the bill is tluted, sharply rideed, very broad
at the base, bluish black above, below and at the point
bluish white ; the eye is of a ||I|- it eolden colonr, the
pupil black ; the tongue, like those of its tribe, is
1.i'|l|'|iJ-'|-!|.IiII'III except near the l:i|r_ where for u*.l-*-uighlh
of an inch it 1s horny, potnted, and beset with barbs.

The female has the forehead, and nearly to the crown,
of a light brown colour, and the mustaches are dusky,
iustead of red. In both a fine line of white sepa o5
the red crest from the dusky line that passes over the
Vi,
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Tuis elegant bird i well known to our farmers and
Junior sportsmen, who take every opportunity of de-
stroying him ; the former, for the supposed trespasses
Lie commits on their Indian corn, or the tritle he will
bring in market, and the latter for the mere pleasure
of destruction, and perhaps for the lavour of his flesh,
which is in gencral esteem.  In the state of Pennsyl-
vania, he can scarcely be called a bird of passage, as,
even in severe winters, they may be found within a
few miles of the city of Philadelphia; and 1 bave known
them exposed for sale in ket every week during the
months of November, December, and January, and that,
too, in more than commonly rigorous lrﬂliwr+ They
no doubt, however partially, migrate, even leve ; Licing
much more numerous in spring and fall, than in winter,
Early in the month of April, they begin to prepare
theiv nest, which is bunilt in the hollow body, or branch
of atree, sometimes, though not always, at a considerable
height from the ground ; for T have frequently known
them fix on the trunk of an old apple tree, at not more
than six feet from the vroot.  The sagacity of this bird
in discovering, under a sound bark, a hollow lmh or
trink of a tree, and ils MRV e Ce in ||11r|'umﬁnu' it
for the Eur]u:r.-m of ineulstion, is truly surprising ; the
male and female alterpately relieving and encouraging
each other, by mutual caresses, renewing their labours
for several doys, till the object is attained, and the place
rendered sufliciently capacious, convenient, and secure,
At this employment they are so extremely intent; that
they may be heard till a very late hour in the evening,
thumping like carpenters. 1 have seen an instance

r ]
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where they liad dug first five inches steatght forward,
and then downward more than twice that distance,
through a solid black oak.  They carry in no materials
for their nest, the soft chips and dust of the wool!
serving all their purpose.  The female lays six white
errs, almost transparent, very thick at the greater end,
and tapering swddenly to the other.  The young early
leave the nest, and, climbing to the bigher branches,
are there fed by their parents.

The food of this Mrll varies with the season.  When
the common cherries, bird cherries, and berries of the
gour gum, suceessively ripen, he regales plentifully on
them, particularly on the latter; but the chief food of
this species, or that which is most usually found in his
stomach, i= wood lice, and the young and larvie
ants, of which he is 5o immaoderately fond, that | have
frequently found his stomach distended with a mass o
these, and these only, as large nearly as a plumb : for
the procuring of these insects, nature has remarkally
fitted him. The Lills of woodpeckers, in reneral, are
struight, grooved or channelled, wedge-shaped, and
compressed to a thin edge at the end, that they may
the easier penetrate the hardest wood ; that of the
gold-winged woodpecker is long, slightly bent, ridged
only on the top, and tapering almost to a point, yet
still retaining a little of the wedze form there. Both,
however, are admirably adapted for the peculinr manner
each has of procuring its food. The former, like a
roﬂ'crﬁﬂ wedge, to penetrate the dead and decaying
iranches, after worms and insects ; the latter, like o
long and sharp pickaxe, to dig up the hillocks of
pismires, that inhabit old stumps in prodigions multi-
tudes, These beneficial serviees wonld entitle him to
some regard from the husbandman, were he not accused,”
and per d:u not without just cause, of being too partial
to the Indian corn, when in that state which is usually
called roasting-ears, His visits are indeed rather fre-
quent about this time ; and the farmer, xuspeuting what
I gﬂing on, steals through among the rows with his
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gun, bent on vengeanee, and, forgetful of the benevolent
sentiment of the poet, that

b Just as wide of justice he must fall,

Who tlanks all made for one, not one for all.
But farmers, in general, are not much versed in poetry,
and pretty well acquainted with the value of corn, from
the hard labonr requisite in raising it

In rmbling through the woods one day, T happened

to shoot one of these birds, and wonnded him shghtly
on the wing, Finding him in full feather, and seem-
ingly but little hort, 1 took him home, and put him
into a large cage, made of willows, intending to keep
Lhim in my own room, that we might become better
acquainted,  As soon as he found himsell enclosed on

“Tall sides, he lost no time inidle fluttering, but, throwing
himself amainst the bars of the eage, began instantly
to demolish the willows, battering them with great
vehemenece, and uttering a lond piteous kind of cackling,
gimilar to that of a hen when alm is alarmed, and takes
to wing. Poor Baron Trenck never laboured with
more eager dilizence at the walls of his }]lﬁﬁl."l, than
this son of the forest in his exertions for I'l'l-l'll{; and
he exercised his powerful bill with such force, digging
into the sticks, seiging and shalking them so from side
to side, that he soon opened for himself a passage ;
and, though I repeatedly repaired the breach, and
barricaded every opening, in the best manuer I eould,
yet, on my return into the room, 1always found him
at large, climbing up the chairs, or ronning about the
floor, where, from the dexterity of his motions, moving
backward, forward, and sidewise, with the same

o facility, it became difficult to get hold of him again.

“Having placed him in o strong wire eage, be sevmed

to give up all hopes of making his escape, jitld SO

beeame very tame; fed on young cars of Indian corn

refused apples, bat ate the berrics of the sour gum

grecdily, small winter grapes, and several other kinds

of berries ; exercised himsell frequently in climbing, or
L~
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rather hopping perpendicnlarly along the sides of the
cage 3 and, as evening drew on, fixed himself in a high
hanging, or perpeodicnlar position, and slept with his
head in his wing. As soon a8 dawn appeared, 1'1%9—;
before it was light enongh to perceive lim distinetly
across the room, he descended o the bottom of the
caze, and began his attack on the ears of Indian corn,
rapping =0 lowd, 25 to be heard from every room in
the house.  Afier this he wonld sometimes resume
his former position, amd take another vap. e was
beginning to become very amusing, and even sociable,
when, after a lapse of several weeks, be became
drooping, and died, as 1 coneeived, from the effects of
his wound.

Some European naturalistz, (and, among the rest,
Linnseus himself, in Lis tenth edition of Systemas
Nature,) luve classed this binl with the genus coculosy
or cuckoo, informing their readers, that it possesses
many of the habits of the cuckoo; that it is almost
always on the ground; is vever seen 1o climb trees
like the other woodpeckers,and that it= bill is altogether
unlike theirs; every one of which assertions, | must
say, is incorrect, and could have only proceeded from
an enfire wnacquaintance with the manuers of the
bird. Except in the article of the bill, and that, as has
been before observed, is still a little wedze-formed at
the Iluint, it differs in no one characteristic from the
rest of its genns.  Its nostrils are covered with tofts
of recumbent hairs, or small feathers; its tongue is
round, worme-shaped, flattened towards the tip, pointed,
amd furnished with minute barbs; it is also long,
missile, nnd ean be instantaneously protroded to an
uncommon distance. The os hybides, or internal parts
of the tongue, like those of its tribe, is a substanee, for,
strength and elasticity, resembling whalehone, divided
into two branches, each the thickness of n kuitting
needle, that pass, one on each side of the neck, to the
hind head, where they unite, and run up along the
skull in a groove, covered with a thin membrane, or

4 .

e e IR S e




:

.

GOLD-WINGED WOODPECKER. 145

sheath ; descend dnto the upper mandible by the right
side of the right nostril, and reach to within half an
inch of the point of the Bill, to which they ave attached
by another extremely elastic membrane, that yields
when the tongue is thrown out, aml contracts s it is
retracted. I the other woodpeckers we behold the
sie apparatus, diffeing a little in different species,
In some, these cartilaginous substances reach only to
the top of the cravium; in others, they reach to the
nosiril ; .uul,,lill o np:rr_'i('.u, llu-;,' are wound round the
bone of the right eye, which projects considerably more
than the left, for its accommodation,

The tongue of the gold-winged woodpecker, like the
others, is also supplied with a viseid fluid, secreted by
two glnlldh that Lie under the ear on ench side, and dre

= at least live times larger in this species than in any

other of its size; with this the tongue is continually
maoistencd, so that every small insect it touches instantly
adheres to it. The tail, in its strength and pointeduess,
as well as the feet aml claws, prove that tl:: biril was
designed for climbing ; and in fact 1 have searcely
ever seen it on a tree five minntes at o time without
climbing ; hopping not ouly wpward and downward,
but spirally ; pursuing and plaviog with its fellow in
this manner round the hl.rcl;,' of the tree, 1 have nlso
seen them a hundred times alight on the trank of the tree,
though they more frequently alight on the branches ;
but that they climb, construct like nests, lay the same
number aud the like colowred eges, and have the
manners and habits of the wumlpurniu-m, i% notorious to
every American nataralist ; wlile neither in the form
of their Innllr, nor any othier part, exoept in the bill
being somewlhat bent, and the toes placed two before
and two behind, bave they the smallest eescmblance
whatever to the cuckoo.

It may uot be improper, however, to observe, that
there is another species of woodpecker, culled also
gold-winged,®* which inhabits the conutry near the

* Picus eafer, Turton's Lino.

YOL. 1. K
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Cape of Good Hope, and resembles the present, it is
saidl, almost exactly in the colour and form of its Lill,
and in the tint ol markines of its |l|.'||l]|.|21'1 with this
difterence, that the mustaches are ved, instead of blacke
and the lower side of the w iiﬂ_"‘, s well us their \||.|I!'1u.
are also red, where the other is golden yellow. 1t is
also I.'ﬂ:ll‘-iill'l.' |r|_'l. livss, i1 i-”l I'I-“-pq'ul to the habits of
this new np.‘--'i.m-, wio lsve no k-.u'iiu wlar account 3 bt
there is little doubit that they will be found to corres-
pond with the one we are now deseribing.
The ',l.'||i-|'| t and desraded character which 1
de Buffon, with equal eloquence and absurdity, has
I'“'i.l."l'lll of the whaole h"i]ll' wnl '|'|Im|||r|.'| ki
to the elewant and h]rl';'_:]”!:l.' bird now betore us.  Tlow
fur it is applicable to any of them will be examined
heveafier. He is not  constrained to drag out an insipid 7
existence in borine the bark and hard flibres of trees to
extract hi= prey,” for he frequently finds in the loose
monldering ruins of an old stumjs { the l';:li:-iT;ql of a nation
of pismires ) more than is safficient for the wants of o
whole woeelk. He eannot be gaid to “ lead a menn and
l_’]l:u.rll]}' life, without an intermizsion of labour,” who
usually feasts by the first peep of dawn, and spends the
4'.1]'[_'; and sweetest hours of morninge on the hishest
peaks of the tallest trees, calling on his mate or com-
pamions, or pursuing and gamboling with them ronnd
the rdl';':l'r limbs and IHHF_'. uI'T!u' trice for E;uur-.' [.:_l_:|~1 F'“-r;
for such are really his habits. Can it be smd, that
“ necessity mever grants an interval of sound reposo™
to that bird, who, while other tribes are exposcd to all
the |u1]li1rg\,' of the midnight storm, f1|||:;1|'-. l]l':'.' ani
secure in agnng chamber of his own constructing ? or
that * the uvarrow circumference of a tree circnmseribes
his dull réund of life,”” who, as sensons and inclination”
ill"-i'iﬂ". ragaans from the fricid to the torrid Eone,
feastine on the albundanee of various r-l!__riuu-. ¥ o Ohrias it
a prool that *“ his appetite is never softened by delicacy
of taste,” because be so often varies his bill of fare,
lH‘i:ﬂ-fiUIJu”_'-' preferring to animal food the rich mwilkiness

¢ Count

<. beloness not
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of young Indian corn, and the wholesome and nonrishing
berries of the wild cherry, sour gum, and red cedar?
Lot the render turn to any livios r|-|:n'wn'rn1i\'u of the
?Sill'l?ii'ﬂ,, and say whether his looks be “ sad and melan-
choly,” It is truly vidiculous amd astonishing that
such absurdities should eseape the lips or pen of one so
able to do justice to the respective merits of every
species ; but Batffon had too often a Gy e theory to
prop up, that led him insensibly astray ; and so, forsooth,
the whoele family of woaod weckers must Joolk sad, sour,
and be miserable, to satisly the caprice of a whimsical
philosopher, who tales it into his head that they are,
and onght to be so!
But the Count is wot the only Enropean who has
maisrepresented and traduced this beantiful bird,  Onoe
* has griven him brown legs ;* another a yellow neck 34
a third has declared him a cuckoo ;T :nu{}, inan English
weis's System of Nature, lately pub-
lished, he is characterized as follows: < Body, striated
with black and gray ; cheels, red ; chin, black ; never
climbs on trees ;"8 which is just as correct as if, in
deseribing the hmman species, we should say —skin
striped with black and green; cheeks, Llue; chin,
orange ; never walls on foot, &c. The pazes of natural
history shoull resemble a faithful mirror, in which
mankind may recognize the true images of the living
originals ; instend of which, we find this department of
them too often like the hazy and rough medinm of
wretehed window-glass, through whose crooked protu-
berances every thing appears so strangely distorted,
that ooe scavcely knows their most intimate neighbonrs
amd aciuaintances,
. The gold-winged woodpecker has the back and wings
above of a dark umber, transversely marked with equi-
distaut streaks of black ; upper part of the head, an
iron gray ; checks and parts surrounding the eyes, a
* S Eweye. Brit. Art. Piews. 4+ Latham. { Klein,
§ I griseo nigroque tramsversim striatus  prsoos

arborum non seanilit.” — fad, Qra. vol. 1, po 242
Ll
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fine cinnamon colonr; from the lower mandilde a strip
of Wack, an inch in length, passes dowu each side of
the throat, and a lanated spot, of a vivid blood red,
covers the hind head, 115 two poiuts rr'.|1'|ii1l;_'|' withily
half an inel of each eve; the sides of the veek, below
this, incline to a bluish gray; throat and chin, a very
licht cinnamon or Gwn colour ; the breast is ornamented
with a broad crescent of ||1-|'|| black : the lu'll}' and yent,
white, tinged with yellow, and seattered with innume-
rable round spots of black, every feather havi
distinet central spot, those on the thighs and veut being
heart-shaped ;uuil largest 3 the lower or inner side of
the wing and tail, shafts of all the larrer feathers, and
indeed ilmost every feather, are of n beautiful golden
rellow : that on the shafts of the ]rl':i|11:1|n-- Iu-iu;:: very
distinruishable, even when the wings are zhut 3 theT
romp is white, and remarkably in'uinillul1l; the tails
coverts white, and curiously serrated with black ; uppes
side of the I:;|i|. and the Ii]l 1||'|.u'l.l|'. h].lrh‘, |'Il'r_:|‘|l with
light loose filaments of a eream colour, the two exterior
feathers, serrated with whitish ; shafts, black towards
the tips, the two middle ones, nearly wholly so; Lill,
an inch and a half long, of a dusky horn colour, some-
what bent, ridged only on the top, tapering, but not to
a point, that being a little wedre-formed ; legs and feet,
light Llue ; iris of the eye, hazel ; length, twelve inches ;
extent, twenty. The female differs from the male
chiefly in the greater obscurity of the fine colours, and
in wanting the black mustaches on each side of the
throat. This description was taken from a very bean-
tiful and perfect specimen,

Though this species, generally speaking, is migratory,
vet they often remain with us in Pennsylvania during P
the whole winter. They also inhabit the continent of
North America, from Hudson's Bay to Georgia; and
have been found by vovagers on the north-west coast
of America. They arrive at Hudson’s Bay in April,
and lenve it in September.  Mr Hearn however,
informsus, that “ the gold-winged woodpecker is almost
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the only species of woodpecker that winters near
Hudsons Bay.”" The natives there call it Ou-thee-
 guan-nor-omw, from the golden colour of the shafis and
®inder side feathers of the wi It has numerous
rovingial appellations in the different states of the
li]niuu, such as “ High-hole,” the situation of its
nest, and “ Hittoel,” “ Yucker," “ Piut,” * Flicker,” by
which last it is usually known in Peonsylvania. These
names lave probably originated from a fancied resem-
blance of its notes to the sound of the words ; for ono
of its most common cries consists of two ootes, or
syllables, frequently repeated, which, by the help of the
bearer’s imagination, may easily be made to resemble
any or all of them.

A

41. rrevs ERFTORMEPIALUE, LINNEUS. — BED=-NEADED
WOODTECEER.

WILEON, FLATE IX. Fli. L —EMNAULGU COLLEGE MUSEUM.

Tuere is perhaps no bird in North America more
universally known than this. Iis tri-coloured plumage,
red, white, and black, glossed with steel blue, is so
striking, and characteristic; and his predatory habits
in the orchards and cornficlds, added to his numbers,
and fonduess for hovering along the fences, so ver
notorious, that almest every ehild is aequainted wit
the red-headed woodpecker. In the immediate neigh-
bourhood of our lavwe eitics, where the old timber is
chiefly cut down, he is not so frequently fonnd ; and
yet, at this present time, June, 1808, 1 know of soveril
of their nests within the boundaries of the city of Phila-
delphia.  Two of these are in button-wood trees { pla=
tanus occidentalis,) and another in the decayed limb
of a 1.1rgv elm. The old ones, I observe, make their
excursions regularly to the woods beyond the Sehuylkill,
about a mile distant ; preserving great silence anid
circnmspection in visiting their nests, — precautions not
mech attended to by them in the depth of the wiooils,
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'll'l'.',.l]‘{‘ II e tl|t|‘ ]I-IL]II" I"\I' 1[‘" b FAT] ll‘- |1 w= Ty 1|I'
dreaded, owards the mountains, particularly in the
vicinity of crecks and mivers, these irds are l'ht!l"llli'ly

abundant, especially in the laiter end of snmmér
1\-1“-4'--\ i Yo teay el 1 the interior ot that SO, Vil
hear them seremming from the adjoinine woods, rattling
at the dead limbs ab trees, or on the feonees, where ”H'_'L'
AT e -....'H:. ®iae i Iiil':ill: |'I'1|:||| \.r;|L|' Liy --:.||-.|'. omn the
roadside, before vou.,  Wherever there is o tree, or
trecs, of the wild cherry, covered with t'ilu- fruit, there
you seo them busy among the branches; and, in poassing
orchards, von may easily koow where to find the carliest,
awirelest .|i||-‘;|'-u1 v l'|=-|.'F"|FI'-.’ those trees, O OF Iear

o

which the red-headed '|.||.-|||||-r,'|.,- ] --L:It”nl'.,'_:: for
i5 20 exeellent o connniz=eur in frait, that wherever AP ™"
..|I- e or 1||'..I teee 1= fonmd hroached ||'|. |||||'| I| msnreto e
amonyg thi 'F" s1-nnd | best flavoured : when alarmed, e

SCLECR 0 o apit: d one by |-'|r:|....|||'l hix e Ll el 'p it
J.I i bears 10 ol 1o |!|'|.' wipoils, W !lr'l| the Indinn cor h
i-— in its rich, suconlent, milky state, he sttnelos it nir!:'”‘
rreat eager |n--- apening a p assage throush the nnme-s

Iz of the husk, and feeding on it with voracity,
rilled, or deadened timber, 20 common amone
in the back settlements, are his favourite
retreats, whenee he sallies out to make his |rq'J|!I'1'-:'|:|'.i||I|«
He i fond of the ¢ I!ll' Lerries of the sour sum il |_1‘|.'| =2
pretty regular visits to the cherry trees, when loaded
with (rair. ru‘.'- arils fall he “|I1 i .l| '|r'i=|.t1 Thes the Jl.lrll
or farm house, and maps on- the shingles and weather
boards : he 15 of a eav and fraliccome -IE-|;-.|-i.rinu; amil
half a dozen of the fraternity sre frequently seen diving
and vociferating around the hizh dead limbs of some
laree trie, |lnr-|=i|'_' and plaving with each other, and e
amusing the passenger with thef . Their note
or ery is <hirill and lively, and <o much resombles that
of n Epe ies of troe-fi
that it 1= sometimes diflienlt 1o distinguizh the one from
the other.

Such are the viedons traits, if I may so speak, in the
character of the red-lipaded '\'.hl,ll[]l-l'l'lil']’.; and I dotilt

il

which ||:|'4|||.1'||.1‘h the same troe,
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ant but, from what has been said on this subject, that
same readers wonld consider it meritorions to extermi-
nate the whole tribe as o ouisanee ;o and, in faet, the

lorislatures of some of our provinces, in former times,
offered premiums to the amount of twopence per head
for their destruction®  ut let us not me-nm the
species unheard : they exist; they must therefore be
LTURLEEHTS IF their merits and uselulpess be found, on
exnmination, to |:tn~imuﬂ|-r:1tql against their vices, let us
avail ourselves of the former, while we guard as well as
we can against the latter,

Though this bird occasionally regales himself on
fruit, vet his vatural and most nsual fosd is inseets,
particularly those numerous and destructive species
Anat penetrate the bark and body of the tree to deposit

! their eges and larvie, the latter of which are well known
to make immense havoe,  That insects are his nataral
food is evident from the construction of his wedge-
formed bill, the length, elasticity, and IIIF“I'I"' of his
tongue, aud the strengih and position of his claws ; as
well as from hizs vsual babits,  In fact, insects form
at least two-thirds of his subsistence ; and his stomach
is searcely ever found without them.  He searches for
them with a dexterity and intelligence, T may safely
say, more than human; he perecives, by the exterior
appearance of the bark, where they lurk below ; when

is dubions, ke rattles vehemently on the ontside with
his Bill, amd his acate ear distineuishes the terrified
vermin shrinking within to their inmost retreats, where
his poipted and barbed tongoe soon reaches them, The

masses of bugs, caterpillars, and other larvie, which 1

have taken from the stomachs of these birds, have

ey, Often :~||r||r'|s1~|l me,  These larvie, it should be remem-

bered, feed not only on the buds, leaves, and blossoms,
i but on the very vegetabile life of the tree, the alburnum,
tor newly forming bark and wood ; the consequence is,
ithat whaole branches and whole trees decay under the
silent ravages of these destructive vermin; wilness

’ * Kalm.
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the late destenction of many lundred acres of pine
trees, in the vortl-castern parts of South Caroling g
and the thonsands of peaclh trees that yvenrly decay
from the same cause.  Will any one say, tl taleingy
half a dogen, or half a huadred, apples from a tree is
tl|l||.:'||1,' R ] n'itl.l |'I!.”:il'l'_|r il 1|.||'|.l|'l'| ? or Ih.‘ll Hh"
seryvices of o useful animal shonld wot be rewarded with
a soall portion of that which it has contributed to
priserve ? We are told, in the benevalent Limeuagre of
the Seriptures, not to muzele the mouth of the ox that
treadeth ont the corn ; and why should ot the same
gonerons liberality be extended to this nseful family of
birds, which forms so powerful a phalanx against the
inroads of many millions of destructive vermin ?

The red-hicaded woodpecker is, properly speaking,
a bird of passare ; thourl, even in the ecastern states,
individuals are fonnd durine moderate winters, ns well
as in the states of New York and Pennsylvania j in
Carcline they are somewhat more numerous during
that season, bat not one-tenth of what are found in
sumumer, They make their appearance in Pennsylvanin
ahout the Ist of M aud leave us about the middle of
October, They inhabit from Cavada to the Gulf of
Mexion, and are also found on the western coast of
North America.  About the middle of May they begin
to construct their nests, which, like the rest of the
genus, they form in the body or large limbs of trees,
taking in no materials, but smoeothing it within to
the proper shape and size. The female lays six eggs,
of a pure white, marked, chielly at the great end,
with reddish spots; and the young make their first
appearance about the 20th of June. During the first
geason the head and neck of the young birds are biackish
gray, which has occasioned some Earopean writers to
mistake them for females ; the white on the wing is
also spotted with black ; but in the succeeding spring

¥ In one place; on a tract of two thousand seres of pine land; on
the Sampit river, pear Georgetown, at least ninety trees in every
hunilred were destroved by this pernicious insect @ a small, I.l‘il:t
winged bog, resembling the weevil, but somewhat I.:r;_.:rr. &
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they receive their perfect plumage, and the male and
female then differ only in the latter being rather smaller,
andl its colowrs not quite so vivid ; both have the head
ind neck deep scarlet 3 the bill light blue, black towards
the extremity, mmd strong; back, primaries, wing.
coverts, and tail, blaek, glossed with steel-blue; rump,
lower part of the back, seconduries, and whole under
parts from the breast downward, white; less amil feet,
luish green ; elaws, light blue; round the eye, a dusky
narrow =k bure of feathers; ivis, dark hazel 3 total
length, nine inches and a half; oxtent, seventeen inches,
Notwithstanding the eare which this bird, in com-
mon with the rest of its genus, takes to place its young
beyowd the reach of enemies, within the hollows of
recs, yet there is one dewdly foe, aminst whose depre-
dationg neither the height of the tree, nor the depth of
the cavity, is the least security. This is the black
snake (colnber constrictor,) who frequently glides up
the trunk of the tree, and, like a skolking savage, enters
the woodpecker’s peaceful apartment, devours the og
or helpless young, in spite of the cries and flutterings
of the parents; and, it the place be large enongh, coils
himselt up in the spot they oceupied, where he will
sometimes remain for several days. The eager school-
Loy, after huearding his neck to reach the wonlpecker's
hole, at the triomphant moment when he thinks the
nestlings his own, and strips his arm, lanching it
down into the eavity, and grasping what he conceives
to be the callow young, starts with horror at the sight
of a hideous snake, and almost drops from his giddy
pinnacle, retreating down the tree with tervor and
precipitation,  Severnl alventures of this kind have

., come to my konowledge; and one of them that was

attended with serious consequences, where both snake
anil boy fell to the ground; and a broken thigh, and
long confinement, cored the adventurer completely of
his mubition for robbing woodpecker's nests,
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42, PICES CAROEINDS LINN. —LED«RELLIED WOODTECETR.
WILSON, PLATE ¥Ii. F1d. 1—EDINBURCH COLLEOE MUSEUM.

Tuis species possesses all the restless and noisy habits
so characteristic of its tribe. It is more shy il less
domestie than the red-headed one (P, crythroeeplialis,)
ar any of the other spotted woolpeckers, It is also
more solitary, It prefers the largest, high=timbered
woods, amd tallest decayed trees of the forest; seldom
appearing near the ground, on the fences, or in orchards,
ar open ficlds; yet where the trees have been deadened,
and stand pretiy thick, in belds of Indian corn, as is
eommon in new settlements, I have obzerved it to be
very wumerons ; and have fonad its stomach sometimes
completely filled with that svain,  Its voice is hoarser
than any of the others; and its usual note “ chow,” has
ofien reminded me of the barking of a little lapdoz. Tt
is a most expert climber, possessing extraovdinary
strength in the museles of its feet and elaws, and moves
about the !.mditv and horizontal limbs of the trees, with
equal fcility 1 all directions. It rattles, like the rest
of the tribe, on the dead limbs, —and with such violence,
ns to be beard, in still weather, more than ball a mile
o, —and listens to hear the insects it has alarmed. In
the lower side of =ome lolty branch that males a consi-
derable angle with the horizon, the male and female, in
conjunction, diz out a circular cavity for their nest,
sometines out of the solid wood, but more generally
into a hollow lmb, twelve or fifteen inches above
where it becomes solid. This is usually performed
carly in :'!-ilril. The female lays five egrs of a pure
white, or almost semitransparent ; and the young gene-
rally make their appearance towards the latter end of
May, or beginning of June, climbing up to the higher
paris ‘ut' the tree, being as yet unable to fly.  In this
situation they are fed for several days, and often
become the prey of the hawks. From sceing the old

P
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ones continuing their envesses after this perviod, T hLe-
licve that they often, and pechaps always, produce two
broods in o season.  During the greatest part of the
Pommer, the young have the ridge of the neck and
head of a dull brownish ash ; and a male of the third
vear has received his complete colonrs,
* The red-bellied woodpecker is ten inches in length,
and seventeen in extent ; the bill is nearly an inch and
o half in length, wedsed at the point, but not quite so
much grooved as some others, strong, amd of a bloish
black colour; the nostrils are placed in one of these
grooves, and covered with curving tufts of light brown
hairs, ending in black |mi|||:.-'; the feathers on the front
stawd more erect than usual, and ave of a doll yellow-
1_j_.,-]| red 3 from thenee, along the whole upper part of
the head and neck, down the back, and spreading round
to the shoulders, is of the most brilliant golden glossy
ved ; the whole cheeks, line over the eve, and under
side of the neck, is a pale buff colour, which, on the
lireast and belly, deepens into a vellowish ash, stained
on the belly with a blood red; the vent amd thigh
feathers are dull white, marked down their contres
with heart-formed and long arrow-pointed spots of
Llnck. The back is black, crossed with transverse eur-
ving lines of white ; the wings are also black; the
lesser wing-coverts circularly tipt, and the whole pri-
maries amnd secondaries !u-.'mtil’ulh' crossed with bars of
white, and also tipt with the same ; the rump is white,
interspersed with touches of black ; the tail-coverts,
white near the extremitics; the tail consists of ten
feathers, the two middle ones black, their interior wobs
or vanes white, crossed with diagonal spots of black ;
—a_ these, when the edges of the two feathers just tonch,
coincide, and form heart-shaped spots; a narrow sworid-
shaped line of white runs up the exterior side of the
shafis of the same feathers : the next four feathers, on
each side, are black ; the outer edges of the exterior
ones, barred with black and white, which, on the lower
side, seems (o eross the whole vane; the extremitios of
the*whole tail, except the outer feather, are black,
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sometimes tonched with vellowish or eream eolour;
the leos and feot are of a bluish green, and the iris of
the eve red. The tongue, Or os hyvides, passes up over
the hind head, and is attached, by a very clastic retraic,
tile membrane, to the base of l|ll' II."]l1 nostril T!h"
extremity of the tongue is long, horay, very |1n|||l4'1|¢
and t]lll.ll';ll edeed with barbs, rln'- other part of the
tongue is worm-shaped,  In several specimens, 1 found
the stomach Ilq'ql'l}' filled with |:Iira.'|'-\. of a .hllq'qiu- of
fungus, that grows on decaved wooi, and, in all, with
i_rrr:“ Iili|1||11":'-\ of 1ised 1=, .‘-I'I-'l[\.| irri l.'1'|1 SN, The t'l'rl:lillq'
differs from the male in having the erown, for an inch,
of a fine i1'-ll.. and the black not =0 intenze : the front is
reddish as in the moade, and the whole hind head, down

to the back, likewise of the same rich red as ||.|\ In.

the bird, 1rhm which this latter description was taken, !

I found a larre cluster of minute eows, (o the number
of filty, or upwards, in the beginmog of the month
of March.

This species inhabits a large extent of country, in all
of which it seems to be resident, or nearly so. 1 found
them abundant in Upper Canada, and in the northern
parts of the state of New York, in the month of No-
vember ; thev also inhalat the whole Atlantic states as
far as Georgia, and the southern extremity of Florida,
ns well as the interior parts of the United States, as far
west i3 Chilicothe, in the state of Ohio, and, according
to Buffon, Louis . They are said to be the only
woodpeckers found in Jamaica; though 1 I'il-ll::"\"ilri'l

whether-this be correct ; and to be extremely fond of

the .-:1Tci--|:|ul, or Indian pepper.®* They are certainly
much hardier birds, and capable of subsisting on coarser
and more various fare, and of sustaining a greater
decree of cold, than several other of our 1.1.'nm||u'-u'!u'rs.
They are active and vigorous ; and, being almost con-

tinually in search of insects that injure our forest trees,
do not seem to deserve the injurious epithets that

mlmost all writers have given them. It is true, they

* Sloane.
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frequently perforate the timber in pursuit of these
vermin, but this is almost always in dead and decaying
parts of the tree, wh are the t= and nurseries of

gaillions of destrnctive insects.  Considering matters in
this light, 1 do not think their services overpaid by all
the ears of Indian corn they consume; and wonld
protect them, within my own premises, as being more
uselul than injurious,

Al PICEs PARITE, LINNEDS. —YELLOW-RELLIED WOODIECK KL,

WILSON; FL. 1%, FIG: 1T — ADULT MALE. = EINNEURGCH COLLEGE
MUSELM,

Tms beautiful species is one of our resident birds,
It visits our orchards in the month of October in great
numbers, is occasionally seen during the whele winter
and spring, but seems to seck the depths of the forest,
te rear its youunz ing for tiur'mg sunimer it is rarely
seen among onr settlements 3 and even in the inter-
mediate woods I have seldom met with it o that season,
According to Brisson it inhabits the continent from
Cayeune to Virginia; and 1 may add, as far as to
Hudson's Bay, where, according to Hutchins, they are
called Mekscwe Paypastaow,® they are also common
in the states of Kentucky awd Ohio, and have been
seen in the neighbourhood of St Louis.  They are
reckoned by Georgi among the birds that frequent the
Lake Baikal, in Asia,d but their existence there has not
been satistnctorily ascertained.

The habits of this species are similar to those of the
hairy and downy woodpeckers, with which it generally
associntes,  The only nest of this bird wlli::iiu I have
met with was in the body of an old pear-tree, ahout ten
lor eleven feet from the ground.  The hole was almost
"exactly circular, small for the size of the bird, so that
it crept in and out with diffienlty; but suddenly
widened, descending by a small angle and then ronnding

» * Latham. + Ihid.
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downward about fifteen inches,  On the smooth solid
worml iil‘\' four white oire, Thix was about the 25th
of May. Having no opportunity of visiting it alter-
'|'|.';|.T'\!-u-r1 cannet =ay whether it added ANY more egos fl'l'gl"
the number; 1 rather think it did not, as it appeared
at that time to be sitting,

The yvellow-bellicd womlpecker is eight inches and a
half Iu!:l;:, and in extent fifteen mches ; whole crown, a
rich and deep searlet, bordered with black on each side,
and Dehiond forming a slicht erest, which i'1'u'|.|ll1‘tll11".'
erects;* from the nestrils, which are thickly covered
with recumbent hairs, a weerow streip ol white rons
downward, eurving round the breast, mixing with the
vellowish white on the lower part of the breast;
throat, the same deep searlet as the erown, bordered
with Wack, proceeding i the lower mandilile on
ench side, anid spreading into a broad roundivg pateh
ot the breast; this black, in birds of the tirst and
second year, is dusky gray, the feathers being only
erossed with circular touches of black ; a line of white,
and below it another of black, proceed, the first from
the upper part of the eye, the other from the posterior
half of the eye, and both lose themselves on the neck
and back ; back, dusky yellow, sprinkled and elegantly
waved with black ; wines, black, with a large uI;I.u{J_r
spot of white; the primaries, tipt and spotted with
'u'I-'].ii.h‘,'. II:IH 'I!Ilrl'l* ht't'ql!ltl.‘lriqiq next T:u_- ll"ll_‘lr' are ;’j_lﬂ]
variegated with white ; rump, white, bordered with
black ; belly, yellow ; sides under the wings, more dusky
vellow, marked with long arrow-heads of black ; legs
and feet, greenish blue ; tail, black, consisting of ten
feathers, the two outward feathers on cach side tipt
with white, the next totally black, the fourth edred on
itz inner vane half way down with white, the middle
one white on its interior vane, and spotted with black =
tongue, flat, horny for half an inch at the tip, pointed,
and armed along its sides with reflected barbs: the
other extremities of the tongue pass up behind the

* This circumstance scems to have been overlooked by nators
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skull in & groove, and end near the right nostril ; iu
birds of the first and second year ﬂwf( reach only to
the erown ; Lill, an inch long, channelled, wedge-Tormed
ot the tip, and of a tll.lxkl.' horn colour.  The female is
marked nearly as the male, but wants the searlet on
the throat, which is whitish ; 2he 15 nlso darker undoer

* the wings and on the sides of the breast.  The young

of the irst season, of both sexes, in October, have the
crown sprinkled with black” and deep searlet; the
serlet on the throat way be also observed in the young
males. The principal food of these binds is inscets ;
andl they seem particalarly fond of frequenting orchards,
boring the trunks of the apple trees in their eager
search after them. On opening them, the liver appears
very large, and of o dirty gamboge colour; the stomach

Wstrongly muscular, and generally flled with frasments

of beetles and gravel.  In the morning they are extremely
active in the orchards, and rather shyer than the rest
of their associntes, Their ery is also different, bug,
thoush it is easily distinguishable in the woods, cannot
be deseribed by words,

4. oy FILEOAUS, LINSEUR — HAIRY WOODPECE EN.
-
WILSON; T 1X. TUG: Uil MALE, = EEDORGH COLLEGE MUSEDN,

Tiis is another of our resident birds, and, like the
Former, a launter of orchards and borver of apple trees,
an eager houter of insects, their eors and larvie in old
stumps and old rails, in rotten branches and crevices of
the bark ; havieg all the characters of the woodpecker

—a_strongly marked.,  Iu the mooth of May he retires

with his mate to the woods, and either ssels out o
beaneh already hollow, or cuts out an opening for
himself. In the former cnse I have known his nest
more than five feet distant from the menth of the hole;
gl in the latter he digs first horisontally, i in the
body of the tree, six or cight inches, and then down-
wand, obtusely, for twice that distance; earrying up
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the chips with his bill, and seraping them ont with his
feet.  They also not anfrequently choose the orchard
for 1|r||||_||1-'r 1, and even an old stake of the fenes,
which they excavate for tlos Jrurpose, N ITH h:nhm
lays five white eoes, and hatches in June., This Epee joes
i= more numerous than the last i I‘L-ml-l.h.lu.u sl
more domestic ; frequently approaching the farui-liouse
and skirts of l||.'- town, Inl hiladelplia 1 have many
timez observed them examimng old rmeged tronks of
the willow and poplar while people were passing
immediately below, Their ery s strong, shrill, and
tremulous ; they hitve also a single note or chuek, which
they often repeat, in TomAnner, as they |||:|1|
about, aml dix inte the crveviees of the tree. They
inbabit the continent from Huwmlson's Bay to Carolina
and Georgin,

The '||.ur~. W uultlu ckeris nine inches lone, and Litr'(-n
in extent ; erown, black; line over and under the eyve,
white ; 1hx' eve is placed in a black line, that widens as
it descemds to the back ; d head, searlet, sometimes
intermixed with black ; nostrils hid under remar lalily
thick, bushy, recnmbent hairs or bristles ; under the 1]
are certain long bairs thrown forward and npward ;
bill, a bluish horn colour, grooved, wedged at the end,
straight, and about an inch and a quarter long ; touches
of black, ;tr-u‘m'i]in-_r from the lower mandible, end in a
broad black strip that joins the black on the shoulder;
back, black, divided by a broad lateral strip of white,
the feathers composing which are loose and unwebbed,
resembling hairs, whenee its name ; romp and shoulders
of the wing, black; wings, black, tipped and spotted
with white, three rows of spots Deing visible on the
secondaries, and five on the primaries; greater wing- ,
coverts also spotted with white; tail, as in the others,”
cuneiform, consisting ol ten strone-shafted and ||u1|1lm‘1

feathers, the four middle ones black, the next par tially
white, the two exterior ones white, tinged at the tip
with o brownizh burmt colour ; tail-coverts, black ;
whole lower side, pure white; legs, feet, and claws,
light Llue, the latter remarkably large and strong; inside
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of the mouth, flesh eoloured ; tongue, pointed, beset
with barbs, and capable of being protroded more than
an inch and a half; the os hydides, i this specics, passes

~en cach side of the necl, ascends the skull, passes down

towards the nestril, and is wound round the bone of
the right eye, which projects considerably more than
the leit for its aecommodation.  The great mass of hairs
that cover the nostril, appears to be designed as a pro-
tection to the front of the head, when the bird is engaged
in digging lioles into the wool.  The membirme which
encloses the brain in this, ag in all the other h]ll.'l.'i('ﬂ- of
woodpeckers, is also of extraordinary strength, no doubt
to prevent any bad effects from violent concussion while
the bird is employed in digging for food. The fomale
wants the red on the hind head ; and the white below
is tinged with brownish, The manner of flight of these
birds has been already described under a former species,
as consisting of alternate risings and sinkings, The hairy
wooidpeckers gencrally utter o lond tremulons screamn
as they set off, and when they alight.  They are hard
to kill; and, like the r¢ﬁ=1wm|‘ud woodpecker, hang by
the claws, even of a single foot, as long as a spark of
life remainsg, before they drop.

This species is common at Hudson’s Bay; and has
lately Leen found in England, Dr Latham examined a
pair which were shot near Halifax, in Yorkshire; and
ou comparing the male with one brought from North
America, could perceive no diffevence, but in a slight
interrnption of the red that marked the hind head of
the former; a civcumstance which 1 have frequently
observed in our own.  The two females corresponded
exactly.

¥OL.- L. L ' f
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45, PICUS PURESCENS, LINNBUR, — DOWNY WOODIECK K,

WILASON, FLATE IX. V0. IV, = MALE. — FIHXUIUECH COLLEGE
MUSEUM.

Tois iz the smallest of our u'un:llmq-]-.u-n, anid =o
exnctly resembles the former in its tints and marckioges,
and in almost every thing except its diminutive size,
that | wonder how it passed through the Count de
Buffon’s hands without being branded as a ® spurious
race, degenerated by the influence of food, climate, or
some unknown caunse.”  But, though it has escaped
this infamy, charges of a wuch more heinous nature
have been brought aguinst it, not only by the writer
above mentioned, but by the whole venerable body of
zoologistz in Europe, who have treated of its history,
viz, that it is almost constantly boring and diggring into
apple-trees; and that it is the most destroctive of its
whaole genus to the orchards, The first part of this
charge 1 shall not pretend to deny ; how far the other
i3 founded in fruth will appear in the sequel.  Like
the two former species, it remains with os the whole
year. About the middle of May, the male aud female
ook out for a suitable place for the reception of their
egrs and yon An apple, pear, or cherry-tree, olten
in the near neighbourhood of the farm-houose, is gene-
rally pitched wpon for this purpose, The tree is
minutely reconnoitred for several days previous to the
operation, and the work is first begun by the male,
who cuts out a hole in the solid wood s circular s
if described with a pair of compasses. He is occasion-
ally relieved by the female, both parties working with
the most indefutigable dilizence. The direction of the
hiole, if made in the by of the tree, is generally down-
wards, by an angle of thirty or forty degrees, for the
distance of six or eight iuches, and then straight down
fur ten or twelve more ; within roomy, capacious, and
as smooth as il polished by the cabinetmaker ; but the
entrance is judicionsly left just so large as to admit the
bodies of the owners, During this labour, they regu-

o
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larly earry out the chips, often strewing them at a
distunce to prevent suspicion. This operation some-
times ocenpies the chiel part of o weele.  Defore she
¥ begins to lay, the female often visits the place, passes
out aud in, examines every part both of the exterior and
interior, with great attention, as every prident tenant
of a new house ought to do, and at length takes complete
ssession.  The eggs are generally six, pure white, and
aid on the smooth bottom of the cavity. The male
occasionully supplies the female with fpod while she is
sitting ; and about the last week in June the young are
perceived making their way up the teee, climbing with
considerable dexterity.  All this goes on with great
reralarity where no mterruption is met with; but the
house wren, who alse builds in the hollow of o tree,
Lt who is neither furnished with the necessary tools
nor strength for exeavating such an apartment for
himself, allows the woodpeckers to go on, till he thinks
it will answer his purpose, then atiacks them with
violence, and generally succeeds in driving them off,
1 saw some weeks agmo a htriliiu:_; llxmnplu of this,
where the woodpeckers we are now describing, after
commencing ina {'hu:‘r}-‘—li‘uu withio a few yards of the
house, and baving made considerable progress, were
turned out by the wren; the former began again on a
pear-tree in the garden, fifteen or twenty vards off,
whence, after diggill,'.{ out 4 most l‘lllllllll'l.l" apartment,
and one egr being lad, they were once more assaulted
by the same imimrt'munt intruder, and Iiunll}' foreed to
abandon the place,
The prina il characteristios of this little Lird are
diligence, familinrity, perseverance, and a strength and
= energy in the head and moscles of the neck, wf:ir.h are
traly astonishing. Mounted on the infected branch of
an old apple-tree, where insects have lodged their cor-
roding and destructive brood in erevices between the
bark and wood, he labours sometimes for half an hour
incessantly at the same spot, before he has succeeded in
dislodging and destroying them. At these times you
may walk np pretty close to the tree, aml even stand
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inmedintely below it within five or six feet of the Livd
withont 1n the least emlarrassing him 3 the strokes of
hi= Lill ore Lii-.'[;.ll.r”_i' heard several hanileed _'|..|.I||'- oll;
and 1 have koown him to be at work for two hours-€
In;_-u"liu't'-ltq the same free. Bofton ealls this * ipeessant
tonl and slavery,” their attitude “ a painful posture,”
and their life * a dull and 'il'l‘-i.l_i'il[ I'li‘-[!'!li'l';.l 1'$'EII1'H‘-iII|--“-
iu'.|:-|'n|1--r, because untrue; and absard, becanse cous
tradictory,  The posture is that for which the whaole
1r1'-_f.;h||:if.1llil'-||. of his frame is |'-:|,:|1|4, I,||i|:'l:|. ;Lq]:||1r1'L|: and
thoueh, to a wren or o huommine-lied, the libour wonld
L both toil and HI.I'l'i'f:.',:.'I'I: L 1] him it i-, I s |_'1II1‘|'i.l|1 rl.l,
as pleasant and as amusing, as the sports of the chase
to the hunter, or the suckine of flowers to the huom-
ming-bird. The enreruess with which he traverses
the upper and lower sides of the branches; the cheer- §
fulness of his cry, and the liveliness of his motions
while diggring into the tree and dislodging the vermin,
justify this Lelief, He has a single note, or ehink,
which, like the former species, he frequently repeats.
And when he flies off, or .-u!i-s:hl:.-,; on another tree, he
utters a rather shriller ery, composed of nearly the
same kind of note, quickly reiterated. In fall and
winter, be azsociatez with the titmouse, creeper, o
Loth in their wood and orchard excursions ; and usually
leads the van. OF all our woodpeckers, none rid the
apple-trees of 50 many vermin as this, diggring off the
mass which the neslicence of the proprietor had suf-
fered to accumulate, and probing every erevice. In
fact, the orchard is his wirite resort in all seasons ;
and his i::ahlu!r}' 15 unwln.u'llq-rl, and almost incessant,
which is more than can be said of any other species
we have.  Tn fall, he is particularly fond of boring the
n]i;rll-lrl*i'a for insccts, digring a circular hole through
the bark just suflicient to admit his bill, after that a
second, third, &e, in pretty regular horizental circles
round the body of the tree; these parallel circles of
ligles are ofien not more than an inch or an inch and a
half apart, and sometimes g0 close together, that [ have
covered eight or ten of them at onee with a dollar. From
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nearly the surfuee of the ground up to the frst fork,
amd sometimes far beyond it, the whole hark of many
apple-trees is perforated in this manner, so as to appear
sl made by suecessive dischorges of buck-shot ; and
our little woodpecker, the subject of the present ae-
count, is the principal perpeteator of this supposed
mischief,— L say supposed, for so far rom these perfo-
rations of the bark being ruinous, they are not only
harmless, bot, I have good reason to believe, really
beneficial to the bealth and feetility of the tree, [
leave it to the philosophical botanist to account for
this; but the fact I am confident of. In more than
fifty orchards which I have mysell carefully examined,
those trees which were marked by the woodpecker
(for some trees they never tonch, perhaps beeanse
uot penetrated by insects)) were uniformly the most
thriving, and seemingly the most productive; many of
these were upwards of sixty years old, their trunks
completely covered with holes, while the branches
were broad, luxuriant, and loaded with Geait.  OF
decayed trees, more than three-fourths were nntouched
by the woodpecker, Several intelligent farmers, with
whom 1 have conversed, candidly acknowledge the trath
of these observations, and with justice look upon these
birds as beneficial ; but the most common opinion is,
that they bore the trees to suck the sap, and so destroy
its vesetation; though pine and other resinous trees,
on the juices of which it is not pretended they feed,
are often found equally ]mrﬁrruh-:ll. Were the sap of
the tree their object, the saccharine juice of the birch,
the sumar maple, and several others, would e much
moere inviting, becanse more sweet and nourishing than
that of either the pear or apple-tree; but 1 have not
observed one mark on the former for ten thousand that
may be seen on the latter; besides, the early part of
spring is the season when the sap flows most abun-
Jantly 3 whereas it is only doring the months of Sep-
tember, Cetober, and November, that woodpeckers are
seen so indefutigably engaged in orchards, prohis

every crack and crevice, boring through the bark, and
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what is worth remarking, chielly on the south amd
gouthwest sides of the tree, for the cors and laryvae
deposited there by the conntless swarms of su
insects, These, it suffered to remain, would pr
the Very v italg, il 1 may s eXPress it, of thet
in the sueceeding summer give birth to myriads more
of their race, :'1|m|1|j' destruetive,

Here, then, is a whole species, 1 may say, genus, of
birds, wlhich Providenee seems to have formed for the
protection of our fruit and forest teees from the ravares
of vermin, which every day destroy millions of those
noxious insects that wonld otherwise blast the hopes
of the husbandman ; and which even promote the fer-
tility of the tree ; aod, in return, are proscribed by those
who ought to have been their protectors; and incite-
ments and rewards bheld out for their destroction ! Let
us examing better into the operations of nature, and
many of onr mistaken u]rin'ms and groundless prejo-
dices will be abandoned for more just, enlarged, and
humane maodes of thinking,

The length of the downy woodpecker is six inches
and three quarters, and its extent twelve inches; crown,
black ; bind head, deep scarlet; stripe over the oye,
white ; nostrils, thickly covered with recumbent hairs,
or small fenthers, of a eream colonr; these, as in the
preceding species, are thick and bushy, as if designed to
preserve the forehead from injury during the violent
action of digging; the buck is Black, and divided by a
laternl strip of white, loose, doviny, unwebbed feathers ;
wings, black, spotted with white; tail-coverts, rump,
gud four middle feathers of the tail, black ; 1the other
three on each side, white, crossed with touches of black ;
whole under parts, as well ss the sides of the neclk,
white ; the latter marked with a streak of black, pro-
weding frem the lower mandible, exactly as in the

iry woodpecker 3 legs and feet, Lluish green; claws,

the preceding species, horny towards the tip, where, for
one-cighth of an inch, it is barbed ; bill, of & bluish horn
colonr, grooved, and wedge-formed, like most of the

ihi blue, tipt with black ; tongue, formed like that of

-
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genus ; ove, dark hazel. The female wants the red on
the hind head, having that part white; and the breast
anl belly are of a divty white.

This, and the two former species, are gene "{ denn-
minated sap-suckers. They have also several other
provincial appellations, equally absurd, which it may,
|Iu'1'h=1|'n-'. be more proper to suppress than to sanction
iy repeating.

46, raevs QUERDLUL; WILSON, — REN=-COCKATED WOODPECK EN
WILSON; FLATE XY. FIG. 1.

Turs new species 1 first discovered in the pine woods
of North Carolina.  The singularity of its voice, which
greatly resembles the chirping of yvoung nestlings, and
the raid streak on the side of its head, suggested the
specific name I have given it It also extends throngh
South Carolina and Georgia, at least, as far as the
Altamaba river.  Observing the first specimen [ fonnd,
to e so 5|'!;:||1|!r marked with red, T suspected it to be
i young bird, or imperfect in its plumage ; but, the
great numbers 1 afterwards shot, satisfied me that this
15 a peculinrity of the species. It appeared exceedingly
restlese, active, and clamorous; and every where |
fonel its wanners the same,

Thiz bird geems to be an intermedinte link Getween
the red-bellied and the hairy woodpecker. It has the
back of the former, and the white belly amd spotted
ueck of the latter; lut wanis the breadth of red in
both, nnd iz less than either,

This woodpecker is seven inches and a half long, and
hirteen broad ; the upper part of the head is black;
he back barred with twelve white transversely semi-
ircular lines, and as many of black, alternately ; the
theeks and sides of the neck are white; whole lower
sarts the same; from the lower mandible, o list of hlack
wsses fowards the shonlder of the wing, where it is lost
n small black spots on cach side of the breast; the
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wings are black, spotted with white; the four middle
tail feathers, black ; the rest white, spotted with black
rump, black, varieeated with white; the vent, w hi1ll_-'p
spotted with black ; the linivs that cover the nostrilE”
are of a l,l.:1||" cream colonr 3 the all, II.\.'I.'!I glate. But,
what forms the most distinguishing peculiarity of this
liird, 1= & fine line of veromualion on each sude of the heaad,
seldom o cupy i more than the edee of a single feather.
The female 12 destitute of this ornament : bat, in the
rest of her Il-llir||;|_ B differs in I||r'|F|i||.-_r from the male.
The iz of the eve, in both, was hazel

Thq' n||r1||.||_'||-urur' all those [ ulll'luw] Wi ﬁ"{‘il 'l-1-i-|.|I
small Llack insects, and frazgments of large beetles,
The I wterior extremities of the tongue rej shed nearly
to the base of the upper mandible.

47, FICUS TORGEATES, WILSOY. — LEWIs's WOODPFECK ER.
WILSOX, PTLATE IX. F1G. Iil.

Tuis bird, and one or two others which will after-
'I'|';'4|'r|- i ui:\.‘l.'llr' were discovered in the renmiote I'I'u‘illli'\.
of Lousiana, hlv an 1".\'l||.-|r'ill;: party, uuder the comminil
of [_'.'||r1;li|| Georse Merriwether Lewis, and I Tentenant,
now General, William Clark, in their memorable expe-
dition across the continent to the Pacific Ocean. These
lirds are entitled to a |Ei-1i|!;;‘1li-1|1~r1 ]I[,H'r" in the pages
of Americas OrxrrnoLocy, both as being, till now,
altorether unknown to naturalists, nnd as notives of
what 15, or, at least will e, and that at no distant period,
part of the western territory of the United States,

OFf this very beautiful and singularly marked species,
I am unable to give any farther account than as relate”
to its external appearance, Several skins of this specic
were preserved, all of which [ examined with care, an’
found little or no difference amonge them, either in th
tints or disposition of the colours.

* These are Clark's Crow, and the Loulitana Tanager,
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The length of this was eloven inches and a half; the
back, wings, and tail were black, with a strong gloss
of green; upper part of the head, the same; iront,
ehin, aud cheeks, beyond the eyes, o dark rich red ;
round the neck passes a broad collar of white, which
spreads over the breast, and loolks as if’ the fibres of the
feathiers had been silvered : these feathers are also of a
particular structure, the fibres being separate, and of a

air-like texture; belly, deep vermilion, and of the
same strong hair-like feathers, intermixed with silvery
ones 3 vent, black ; legs and feet, dusky, inclining to
greenish blue ; bill, dark horn colour,

For a more particular, and doubtless a more correct
account of this and the others, the reader is referred to

~General Clark’s History of the Expedition. The threo

! hirds I shall introduece, are but asmall part of the valualle
collection of new subjects in natural history, discovered
and preseryved, amidst a thousand dangers and difficalties
by these twa 1'-11t{|r||rixi:n'__: travellers, whose intrepidity
wias only equalled by their diseretion, and by their active
and laborions pursuit of whatever might tend to render
their jouwrney nseful to science amd to their country. [t
was the request and partienla wish of Captain Lewis,
made tome i person, that Ishonld make drawings of such
of the feathered trilbes as had been preserved, and were
new.  That brave soldier, that amioble and excellent
man, over whose solitary grave in the wilderness [ have
siuvce shed tears of aflliction, having been eut off’ in the
prime of his life, T hope [ shall be pardoned for conse-
erating this humble note to his memory, until a more
able pen shall do better justice to the sulject,
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FAMILY VL
ANGULIROSTRES, ILLIGER.

GENUS VIL — ALCEDD, Lixxzis
45, JECEDO ALCTON,; LINNEUE — BELTED EIXNCSVIAIIER,
WILAGN, Fl. XXIIE VG, I = FEMALE. FDIXRUREGH COLLEGE
MUSEDM.

Tuis 15 a meneral inhabitant of the banks and zhores
of all our fresh water rivers, from Hodson's Bay fo
Mexien the ouly e vies of its tribe found w 'F-T!Iill
the T i States. This last circumstance, and:its
characteristic appearance, make it as nniversally known
h ns its u'||"_:'.|.I|I Jirlh' [-|'u'.!||'r'_ I|||,' |'-:l|:|j!|||i||.]iiughﬁﬁlﬂ'
of Europe, is in Britain.  Like the love-lorn swains, of
whom |l|||'r.- tell ns, he delichits in ||:||r:1|||;|'i1|;_; streams and
fulling waters ; not, however, merely that they may sooth
]Ji-ﬂu.'r', it fora .|1iri4'i|1llr|r \:-rm"ﬂ.‘!liq: |||llr|'-'|-1|1I'\--E;|'||'|i:.|:|_
Amidst the roar of the eataract, or over the foam of a
torrent, he sits l-q':'r!u'lf upon an overhanminge bonsh,
rertion helow bosge
he

elancing his picrcing eve in every dir
Iiis ‘-l'.il_'l' prey, w hich, with a u||11|i|r'|:1 circular |||||F|.1rl'-1
sweeps from their pative element, and swallows in an
ir:=|::|||1'. His \lril'i', which is it :||||]|'..]11 |:||.1' l:'|'|.i||i||-'_lI uf
a watchman's rattle, is naturally loud, barsh, and sudden 2
but iz softened by the sound of the brawling streapt.
and cuscades amones which he cenerally rambles, It
courses along the windines of the brook or river, a

small heiocht above the surface, sometimes I\=||'~~|||'|;|4|i

himsell by the rapid action of his wings, like certa-




RELTED RKINGSFISHER. 171

species of hawks, ready to pounce on the fry below ;
now and then setthing on an old dead overhanging lingy
to reconnoitre,  Mill-dams are particolarly visited by
his feathered fisher ; and the seund of his pipe is a8
'n'n'|.| known to the rlli.]lu-]" it th hi“lillu '|I' ris oW
Lhopper. Rapid streams, with high perpendicnlar banks,
particularly if they be of a hard clayey, orsandy nature,
are also favourite 1|i:|r|':-.' of resort for this bird : ot {lllr}'
because in such places the small fish are more exposed
to view, but because those steep and dry banks are the
chosen situations for his nest.  Into these he digs with
Lill and claws horizontally, sometimes to the extent of
four or five feet, at the distance of a foot or two rom
the surface, The few materials he takes in are not
alwavs pl.nwl at the extremity of the hole, that he
Kand his mate may have room to turn with convenience,
The Lo are five, pure white, and the first brood 1|\|;|;'|'|_]:|"
comes out about the besinving of June, and sometimes
sooner, according to that IJ;EJ'I of the conntry where
they reside.  On the shores of Kentucky river, near
the town of Frankfort, | found the female sitting early
in April.  They are very tenacious of their haunts,
lireeding for several successive years in the same hole,
and do not readily forsake it, even though it be visited.
Au intelligent young gentleman informed me, that having
found where a kingsfisher built, he took away its eggs
from time to time, leaving always one behind, until he
had taken mo less than eighieen from the same nest,
At some of these visits, the female, heine withing, retired
to the extremity of the hole, while he withdrew the
e, and wext day, when he returmed, he found she lad
lnid again as nsual,
The fabulous stories related by the ancients of the
st mner of hatehing, &e. of the kingsfish
v triflling to be repeated here.  Over the winds and
waves the humble kingslishers of our days, at least
species now before us, have no control.  Tts nest
either constructed of glue nor Bsh bones; but of
& grass and a few feathers, It is not thrown on the
wee of the water to float about, with its proprictor,

-
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at ranflom, but sungly secured feom the winds and the
weather in the recesses of the earth; wveither is its
head or its feathers believed, even by the most illite-
vate of our clowns or scamen, to be a charm for lovgs
a profection against witcheraft, or a security for T
weather. It is neither venerated, like those of the
Society Isles, nor dreaded, like those of some other
countries ; but is considered merely as n bird that feeds
on fish; iz renerally fat; relished by some as el
eating ; and is wow and then seen exposed for sale in
our markets,

Though the kingsfisher generally remains with us, in
Pennsylvania, until the commencement of cold weather,
it is seldom seen here in winter; but returns to us
early in Aprik  In North and South Carolina, 1
olserved numbers of these bimds in the months %
February and March., [ also frequently noticed then
on the shores of the Ohio, in February, as high up as
the mouth of the Muskingum. ¢

I suspect this bird to be a native of the Bahama
Islands, as well as of our continent. In passing between
these isles and the Florida shore, in the month of July,
a kingsfisher flew several times round our ship, and
afferwards shot off to the south,

The length of this specics is twelve inches and a half,
extent twenty; back and whole upper parts, a light
bluish slate colour ; round the neck is a collar of pure
white, which reaches before to the chin; hewd, large,
erested ; the feathers, long and narrow, black in the
centre, and renerally erect ; the shafts of all the feathers,
exeept the white plomage, are black ; belly and veat,
white; sides under the wings, variegated with blue;
round the upper part of the breast passes a baud of
blue, interspersed with some light brown feathers
Lefore the eve is a small spot of white, and anotlg
immer]iul:-l_-.' below it ; the bill is threa inches loug frn,
the point to the slit of the mouth, strong, sharp-poingly
and black, except near the base of the lower mand’
aud at the tip, where it is of a horn colour; pring
and interior webs of the secondaries, blacl, spo,
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with white; the interior vanes of the tail feathers,
elegantly spotted with white on a jet black ground;
lower side, light coloured ; exterior vanes, blue; wing-
averts and secondaries, marked with small specks of
vhite ; legs, extremely short; when the bird perches,
it generally rests on the lower side of the second joint,
which iz thercby thick and eallons; claws, stout and
black ; whole leg, of a dirty }'elhm'irll ecolonr : above the
knee, bare of feathers for half an ineh 3 the two exterior
toes united together for nearly their whole length,
The female is sprinkled all over with specks of
sehite 3 the band of Wue around the Hil{H:'T yart of the
breast is nearly hall reddish brown ; and a little below
this, passes a band of bright reddish bay, spreading on
_each side under the wings, The blue and rufous
fonthers on the breast are strong, like seales. The
Tiead i= also of a much darker blue than the back, and
the white feathers on the chin and throat of an exqui-
site fine rlossy textuore, like the most beautiful satin,
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Tuovan this well known species cannot boast of the
wwers of song which distinguish thar * harbinger of
day,"” the sky lark of Europe, vet in richness of plumage;.
as well as in sweetness of voiee, (as far as bis few notes I“’
extewd,) he stands eminently its saperior.  He differs
from the ereater part of his tribe in wanting the long
straight hind elaw, which is probably the reason why
he has been classed, by some naturalists, with the
starlings.  But, in the particolar form of his bill, in his
manners, plumage, mode and place of building his nest,
nature has clearly pointed out his proper family.

This species has a very extensive range; having
myself found them in Upper Canada, and in each of
the States from New Hampshire to New Orleans. Mr
Bartram also informs me, that they are equally abun-
dant in East Florida, Their favourite places of retreat
are pasture fields and meadows, particularly the latter,
which have conferred on them their speeific name ;
and no doubt supplies them abundantly with the
particular seeds and iusects on which they feed.  They |
are rarely or never seen in the depth of the woods; ~
nnless where, instead of underwood, the ground is™
covered with rich grass, as in the Chactaw and Chicka-
gaw countries, where | met with them in considernble
numbers in the months of May and June, The exten-

sive and lnxuriant prairies between Vincennes and St £
Louis also abound with them,

It is probable thar, in the more rigorous regions of |

i

- :
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the north, they may be birds of passage, as they are
partially so here; though 1 have seen them amoug the
meadows of New Jersey, and those that border the

ivers Delaware and Schuylkill, in all seasons ; eyen
when the ground was deeply covered with snow,
There is searcely a market day in Philadelphia, from
September to March, but they may be found in market,
They are generally considered, for size and delicacy,
little inferior to the quail, or what is here usually callod
the partridge, and valued accordingly. 1 once met with
a few of these birds in the month of February, during
a deep enow, among the leights of the Alleghany,
between Shippensburgh and Svmerset, gleaning on
the road, in company with the small snow-birds. In
the State of South Carolina and Georgia, at the same
geeason of the year, they swarnm among the rice planta-
tivns, running about the yards and out-houses, accom-
panied by the killdeers, with little appearance of fear,
ag if quite domesticated.,

These birds, alter the building scason is over, collect
in flocks ; but seldom fly in & close compact lody ;
their flight is something in the manner of the grouse
and partridge, laborious and steady, sailing, nud renew-
ing the rapid action of the wings alternately, When
rlur_-,r alight on trees or bushes, it is gencrally on the tops
of the highest brancheg, whence they send forth a long,
elear, and somewhat melancholy note, that, in sweetness
and tenderness of expression, is not surpassed by any
of our numerous warblers., This is sometimes followed
by a kind of low, rapid chattering, the particular call
of the female ; and aguin the clear and |1l|:ﬁ.uti1,'f sirain
is repeated as before.  They afford tolerably good
amusement to the sportsman, being most easily shot

®while on the wing ; as they frequently squat among the
long grass, and spring within sunshot.  The nest of
this species is built generally in, or beluw, a thick tuft,
or tussock of grass; it is composed of dry grass, aud
tine bent laid at bottom, and wonnd all around, leaving
an arched entrance level with the ground ; the ivside
is lined with fine stulks of the same materinls, disposed
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with rreat regularity.  The eges are four, sometines
five, white, marked with specks, and several huorge
blotehes of reddish brown, chiefly at the thick end.
Their food consists of caterpillars, grub wors, |.111t'th'ﬁh
. - - ' H - .
ol grrass seeds, with a considerable proportion of gravels
Their general name is the meadow lark ; among the
Yirgintans, they are usnally called the old field lark.

The length of this hil'l!} is ten inches and n half,
extent, sixteen and a half; throat, breast, belly, and
line from the eve to the nostrils, vich yellow ; inside
lining amd edge of the wing, the same; an oblong
cresoent of deep velvety black ornaments the lower

art of the throat; lesser wing-coverts, black, broadly
pordered with pale ash; rest of the wing feathers,
light brown, handsomely serrated with black ; a line
of yellowish white divides the crown, bounded on eachy
side by a stripe of black, intermixed with bay, and
another line of yellowish white pusses over each eye,
backwards ; cheeks, bluish white; back, and rest of
the upper parts, beantifully variezated with black, 1
bright bay, and pale ochre; tail wedged, the feathers
neatly pointed, the four outer ones on each side, nearly

all white ; sides, thighs, and vent, pale yellow ochre,
streaked with black ; upper mandible, brown; lower,
bluish white; evelids, furnished with strong black hairs ;
legs and feet, very large, and of a pale flesh colour,

The female has the black erescent more skirted with
gray, and not of so deep a black, In the rest of her
markings, the plumage differs little from that of the
male. | must here take notice of a mistake committed
by Mr Edwards in his History of Birds, vol. vi, p, 123,
where, ou the authority of a bird dealer of London, he
describes the calandre lark, (a native of Italy and
Russia,) as belonging also to North America, and~""
Laving been brought from Carolina. I can say with
confidence, that, in all my excursions through that and
the rest of the southern States, | never met such n bird,
nor any person who had ever seen it. 1 have no
hesitation in believing, that the calandre is not a native
of the United States.

—— . Y
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Tmis is a bird of passage, arriving in Pennsylvania,
from the south, about the beginning of May, and
departing towards the latter end of August, orbeginning

jof September.  From the singularity of its colours, the

construction of its nest, and its d]lrt’f{'n'iuf: thie 1I|Ijr|n
trees, weeping willows, walnut and tulip trees adjoining
the farm house, to build on, it is generally koown, and,
as usual, honoured with a variety of names, such as
hang-nest, hanging-bird, golden robin, fire bird, (from
the bright orange seen through the green leaves,
resembling a tlash of fire,) &e. but more generally the
Baltimore bird, so named, as Cateshy informs us, from
its colours, which are black and orange, being those of
the arms or livery of Lord Baltimore, formerly pro-
prictary of Maryland,

The Baltimore oriole is seven inches in length; Lill
almost straight, strong, tapering to a sharp point, black,
and sometimes lead coloured, above, the lower mandible
light blue towards the base. Head, throat, upper part
of the back and wings, black ; lower part of the back,
rump, and whale under parts, a bright orange, deepening
Anto vermilion on the breast ; the black on the shoulders
is also divided by a band of orange ; exterior edges of
the greater wing-coverts, as well as the edges of the
secondaries, and part of those of the primaries, white ;
the tail feathers under the coverts, orange ; the two
middle ones, from thence to the tips, are black, the
next live, on cach side, black near the coverts, and

VOL. 1. a
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orange towards the extremities, so Rsposed, that when
the tail is expanded, and the coverts removed, the black
appears in the form of a pyramid, supported on an areh
of orange.  Tail slightly forked, the exterior rt‘:ltllfi).:‘“_‘_
on each side, o yuarter of an inch shorter tllﬂl'l.‘thl.'
others; legs and feet, light blue, or lead colour ; ivis of
the eve, hazel, *

The female has the head, throat, upper part of the
neck and back, of a dull black, cach feather being
skirted with olive yellow; lower part of the back,
rump, upper tail-coveris, and whole lower parts, orange
vellow, but much duller than that of the male; the
whaole wing feathers are of a deep dirty brown, except
the quills, which are exteriorly edged, and the greater
wing-coverts, and next snperior row, which are broadly
tipt with a dull vellowish white; tail, olive yellow ;“1:1
in some specimens, the two midille feathers have been)
found partly black, in others wholly so; the black on
the throat does not descend so Far as in the male, is of
a lighter tinge, and more irregnlar; bill, legs, and claws,
light blue, )

Buffon and Latham, have both deseribed the male of
the bastard Baltimore, (oriolus spurins,) as the female
Baltimore. Mr Penoant has committed the same mis-
take ; and all the oroithologists of Europe, with whose
waorks Lam acquainted, who have undertaken to figure
und deseribe these birds, bave mistaken the proper
males aul females, and confounded the two species
together in a very conflused and extraordinary manner,
for which, indeed, we ought to pardon them, on account
of their distance from the native residence of these
birds, and the strange alterations of colour which the
latter are subject to.

This gbseurity | have endeavoured to elear up in the -~
plate comtaining the male and female of the oriolus
spurins in their different changes of dress, as well as
in their perfeet plumage ; and by introducing repre-
sentations of the eggs of both, have, 1 hope, put the
identity of these two species beyond all future dispute
ur ambiguity,
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Almost the whole genus of orioles belong to Americn,
and, with a fow exceptions, build pensile nests.  Few
of them, however, equal the Baltimore in the construc-
gtion of these receptacles for their young, and in giving

them, in sueh a superior degree, convenience, warmth,
and seeurity.  For these purposes he generally fixes on
tho high bending extremities ofsthe brauches, fastening
strong strings of hemp or ax round two forked twigs,
corresponding to the intended width of the nest; with
the spme materials, mixed with guantities of loose tow,
he interweaves or fabricates a strong firm kind of cloth,
ot unlike the substance of & hat in its raw state, forme-
ing it into a pouch of six or seven inches in depth,
lining it substantially with various soft substances, well
interwoven with the outward netting, and, lastly, finishes
with a layer of horse hair; the whole being shaded
from the sun and rain by & natural pent-honse, or canopy
of leaves. As to a hole being left in the side for the
voung to be fed and void their excrements througeh, as
Pennant and others relate, it is certainly an error: |
have never met with any thing of the kind in the nest
of the Dualtimore, f

Though birds of the same species have, generally
SEu:lkiug, a common form of Imi“:ling, yet, contrary to
the usually received opinion, they do not build exactly
in the same manoer.  As much ditference will be founi
in the style, neatness, awd tinishing of the nests of the
Baltimores, ns in their voices, Some appear far supe-
rior workmen to others : and probably age may improve
them in this, as it does in their colours, T have a
number of their nests now before me, all completed,
and with ergs, One of these, the neatest, is in the form
of a eylinder, of live inches dinmeter, and seven inches
in depth, ronnded at bottom. The opening at top is
navrowed, by a horizontal covering, to two inches and
. @ balf in diameter. The materials are flax, hemp, tow,

hair, and wool, woven iuto a complete cloth ; the whole
tightly sewed through wnd through with long horse
hairs, several of which measure two foet in length,
The bottom is composed of thick tufits of cow hair,
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sewed also with strong horse hair.  This nest was hung
on the extremity of the hoszontal branch of an applo
tree, fronting the southeast, was visible a hundred yards
off, though shaded from the sun ; and was the work of '
a very beantiful and perfect bird. The eggs are five, '
white, slizhtly tinged with flesh colour, marked on the
greater end with purple dots, and on the other parts
with long hair-like lines, intersecting cach other in a
variety of directions.  Lam thus minute in these parti-
culars, from a wish to poiot out the specific difference
between the true and bastard Daltimore, which Dr
Latham, and some others, suspect to be only the same
bird in different stages of colour,

S0 solicitons is the Baltimore to procure proper
materials for his nest, that, in the scason of building,
the women in the country are wnder the necessity of +°
narrowly watching their thread that may chance to be
out bleaching, and the farmer to secure his young grafts;
as the Baliimore, finding the former, and the strings
which tie the latter, so well adapted for his purpose,
frequently carries off both ; or, should the one be over
heavy, and the other too firmly tied, he will tug at them
a considerable time before he gives up the attempt.
Ekeins of silk and hanks of thread have been often
found, after the leaves were fallen, hangivg round the
Baltimore's nest; but =0 woven up, and entangled, as
to be entirely irreclaimable, Bcflc:re the introduction
of Europeans, no such material could have been obtained
here ; but, with the sagacity of a good architect, he has
improved this circumstance to his advantage ; and the
stromgest and best materials are uniformly found in
those parts by which the whele is supported,

Their principal food consists of eaterpillars, beetles,
and bugs, particularly one of a brilliasnt glossy green,
fragments of which I bave almost always found in their
stomach, and sometimes these only,

The song of the Baltimore is a elear mellow whistle,
repeated at short intervals as he gleans among the
branches, There is in it a certain wild plaintiveness
and naivetd extremely interesting. It is not uttered
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with the rapidity of the ferruginous thrush, (ferdis
ruefus,) and some other eminent sobersters; but with the
[’If“"'i“'i-'[ tranquillity of a careless Enllghtm}', whistling
merely for his own amusement.  When alarmed by an
ﬂ]‘l‘-‘l‘“'-ll-’ll to his nest, or any such circnmstance, he makes
a kind of rapid chirruping, very different from his usual
note, This, however, is ul-.\‘.'l..!.'.-i sineeeeded ||J.- those
mellow tones which seem so congenial to his nature,

High on yon poplar, clad in glossiest preen,

The orange, Mack-capp'd Baltivwere is seen ;

The browl extended boughs still pleasi him best,
Bencath their honding skirts T I.Id.rlp his nest
There his sweet mate, seeune from every harm,
Bruods o'er her spotted sture, amil wraps them warm §
Lists to the neontide hum of busy bees, «

Her partoer’s mellow song, the ook, the breese ;
These day by ||..1.:pI the loacly Lours deceive,

From dewy morn to show descending eve.

Two weeks elapsid, beliald ! 2 helpless erew

Claum all her care and her affeetion too 3

On wings of love the assilunns nurses ﬂ}',

Flowers, leaves, and boughs, abundant food sapply ;
Gilad chants their |;u.1r-i.|1|1. as abroad he o=,

Anl waving breeges rock them to repose.

The Baltimore inhabits North Ameriea, from Canada
to Mexico, and is even [onnd as far south ns DBrazil,
Since the streets of our cities have been planted with
that beautiful and stately treee, the Lombardy poplar,
these birds are onr constant visitors during the early
part of summer; and, amid the neise and tomult of
conclhies, deays, wheelbarrows, and the din of the multi-
tude, they are heard chanting “ theiv native wood notes
wilid i sometimes, too, within a few yards of an oyster-
man, who stunds bellowing, with the lungs of a Stentor,
under the shade of the same tree ; so much will halitc
veconcile even birds to the roar of the eity, and to sounds
and noises, that, in other circumstances, would put a
whole grove of them to flight.

These birds are several years in receiving their com-

lete plumage.  Sometimes the whoele tail of a male
:ndi'ri{lun.l in spring is yellow, sometimes ouly the two
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widdle feathers are black, and frequently the black on
the back is skirted with orange, and the tail l"-{:l with
the same colonr, Three vears, 1 huve reason to believe,
are necessary o fix the fall tint of the plumage, an
then the wale bied appears as already described.

5l. ICTERUE BALTIMORYS, WILSDX,

FEMALE PALTIMORE ORIOLE

WILEON, PLATE LU ¥Fig. Iv.

Tue history of this beautiful species has been parti-
cularly detaifed in the preceding article ; but a few
particulars may here be added : The males generally
arrive several days before the females, saunter about
their wonted places of residence, and seem lonely, and
less sprightly, than after the arrival of their mates. In
thie spring and summer of 1811, a Baltimore took up its
abpde in Mr Bartram’s garden, whose notes were so
singular as partienlarly to attract my attention ; they
were as well known to me as the voice of my most
intimate friend. On the 30th of April, 1812, 1 was
again surprised and pleased at hearing this same Bal-
timore in the garden, whistling his identical old chant ;
and 1 observed, that he particularly frequented that
quarter of the garden where the tree stood, on the
pendent branches of which he had formed his nest the
preceding yvear. This nest had been taken possession
of by the honse wren, a fow days after the Baltimore's
brood had abandoned it; and, corions to know how
the little intrader had furnished it within, I had talken
it down early in the fall, after the wren horsell had also
raised o brood of six yvoung in it, and which was her
second that senson. T found it stript of its original
lining, floored with sticks, or small twigs, above which
were laid feathers; so that the usnal complete nest of
the wren oceupied the interior of that of the Baltimore,
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The chief diference between the male and femals
Baltimore oriole is the soperior brightness of the
orange colour of the former 1o that of the latter, The

<black on the head, upper part of the back and throat of
the female, is intermixed with dull orange ; whereas,
in the male, those parts are of a deep shining blaclk ;
the tail of the female also wants the greater part of the
black, and the whole lower parts are of o much doskicr
urianre.

1 have observed, that these birds are ravely seen in
pine woods, or where these trees renerally ]m"r:n'L
On the ridees of our high mountains they are seldom
to be met with, In orchards, and on well eoltivated
furms, they are most numerous, generally preferring
such places to build in, rather than the woods or forest,

58, rerrnps APUAICS, NONATPARTE. —ORIOLDS MUTATUR, WILSON,

ODRCIWARD ORLIOLIE

WILSDN, L. IV. TIG: [. PEMALE] TIG: 1L MALE, TWO YEARS
OLL; FIG. 11k, MALE, THUREE YEARS OLD ] FIG. IV, THE ADDLY
MALE, = EMMXBURGH COLLEGE MUSEUM.

Tonere are no circumstances, relating to birds, which
tend s0 much to render their history obscure and per-
plexing, as the varions changes of colour which many
of them undergo, These changes are in some cases
periodical ; in others progressive ; aml are frequently
so extraondinary, that, unless the naturalist has resided
for years in the country where the bivds inhabit, and
has examined them at almost every senson, he is
extremely liable to be mistaken and imposed on by their
novel appearance,  Numerous instances of this Kind
might be cited, from the pages of Buropean writers, in
which the same bird has beeén deseribisd two, three, and
even four different times, by the snme person ; and each
time ns o different Kind, The species we are now about
to examine is a remarkable example of this; and it has
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never, to my knowledge, been either acenrately figured
or deseribed,

The Count de Baflon, in introducing what he sup-
posed to be the male of this bird, but which np'mm‘l\;\
evidently to have been the female of the Baltimore’
oriole, makes the following observations, which 1 give
in the words of his translitor : —® This bivd isso called
(spurions Baltimore, ) becanse the colours of its plumage
are not so lively as in the preceding ( Baltimore 0.) In
fact, when we compare these birds, and find an exact
correspondence in every thing except the colours, and
not even in the distribution of these, boat only in the
different tints they assume ; we cannot hesitate to infer,
that the spurions Baltimore is a variety of a more
generons race, degenerated by the intfluence of climate,
or some other accidental canse,”

How the influence of climate conld affect one portion
of a species and not the other, when both reside in the
same climate, and feed nearly on the same food ; or
what accidental cause counld produce a difference so
striking, and also so recular, as exists between the two,
are, | confess, matters bevond my comprehension, But,
if’ it be recollected, that the Lird which the Count was
thus philosophizing upon, was nothing more than the
female Baltimore oriole, which exactly corresponds
to the description of his male bastard Baltimore, the
diffienltice at onee vamish, and with them the whole
superstructure of theory founded on this mistake. Dr'
Latham, also, while he confosses the great confusion
and uncertainty that prevail between the true and
bastard Baltimore, and their females, considers it highly
probable that the whole will be found to belong to one
anid the same species, in their different changes of colour,  ~
In this conjecture, however, the worthy naturalist has
likewise been mistaken ; and I shall endeavour to point
out the fact, s well as this source of this mistake,

And here | cannot but take notice of the name which
naturalists have bestowed on this bird, and which is
certainly remarkable. Specific names, to be perfect,
oteht to express some peculiarity, common to no other
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of the genus; and should, at least, be consistent with
truth; but, in the case now before s, the name has no one
merit of the former, nor even that of the latter to recom-
dmend it, and onght heneeforth to be rejectod as highly
improper, and calenlated, like that of goatsncker, and
many others equally ridieulous, to perpetuate that ervor
from which it originated. The w-:rrdlbuxmna',unmug nien,
has its determinate mear 1 but when upir]iﬂl o n
whaole species of birds, perfectly distinet from any other,
originally deriving therr pecubiarities of form, manners,
colour, &ec. from -the common source of all ereated
beings, and perpetuating them, by the wsual laws of
generation, as nnmixed and independent as any other,
15, to call it by no worse name, a gross absurdity.
Should the reader be displeased at this, 1 beg leave
A 1o remind him, that, as the faithful historian of our
feathered tribes, | muost be allowed the liberty of vindi-
cating them from every misrepresentation whatever,
whether originating in ignorance or prejudice ; aond of
allotting to ench respective species, as far s 1 ean
distinguish, that rank and place in the great order of
nature to which it is entitled.

To convines the foreigner, (for Americans have no
doubt on the subject,) 1 will add, that 1 conclule this
bird to be specifically different from the Baltimore,
from the following circumstanees @ its size—it is loss,
and more slender ; its colours, which are different, and
verit differently disposed ; the form of its ball, which is
sharper pointed, and more beot ; the ferm of s tail,
which is not eren, but wedged ; its notes, which are
neither so full nor so mellow, and witered with much
maore rapidity ; its mode of building, and the materials

- It uses, both of which are different; and, |.'mli+1rI|I thie

ghape and colour of the egps of each, which are
evidently unlike. If all these circomstances —and [
conld enumerate a great many more—be not suflicient
to desigoate this as a distinet species, by what criterion,
I would ask, are we to discriminate between o variefy
and an original species, or to assure ourselves, that the

e
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rreat horned owl is not, in fact, o bastard moose, or the
carrion crow i mere variety of the humming-bird *
These mistakes have been oceasioned by several

z_! .

canses,  DPrincipally by the changes of colowr to whicles,

the birds are subject, and the distavee of Europeans’
from the conntry they inhabit. Catesby, it is troe,
while here, deseribed and Grared the DBaltimore, and
|mr'|1;¢pq was the first who '|II|.I||1'\|'W|I figr
species ; but he entirely omitted saying
the female, and, instead of the male and fen
present species, as he thought, he has only i
male in two of his different dresses; and sncceeding
compilers have followed and repeated the same error,
Another cause may be assigned, viz, the extreme shy-
nesa of the female orchard oviele, This bird has
hitherto escaped the notice of European naturalists,
or has been mistaken for another species, or perhaps’
for a young bird of the first season, which it almost
exactly resembles. In none of the numerous works on
arnithology has it ever before appeared in its proper
character; though the male has been kgovwn to Enro-
peans for more than a century, and has usnally been
figured in one of his dresses as male, and in another as
female ; these varying according to the Juctnatine
opinions of different writers. It is amusing to see how
gentlemen have groped in the dark in pairing these
two speeies of orioles, of which the following examples
may be given.

Buffon’s anid Latham's Bal- [ Malfe —Male Baltimaore.

timore oriole. Female— Male orchard oriole.
it . ‘ H Male— Femnale Baltimore,
Epurious Baltimore of ditto. { Tt Atkka nrehied dvhile:
Male — Male Baltimore.
Female — Young male Haltimore,
Mule — Male orchard oriale,
{;rr?-uk_ Ditta ditro.

i g o Male — Male Paltimione.
Cateaby's Baltimore oriole. Prnatre - Kot maniicaid
Mile e Male orchard oriole.
Female — Ditto ditto,

Pennant's Baltimere oriole,

Spurious oriole of ditto,

Spurious Baltimore of ditto.

S
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Among all these anthors Catesby is doubtless the
most inexcusable, having lived for several years in
America, where he had an opportunity of being more

Arorrvect : yet, when it is considered, that the female of
1his bird is so much shyer than the male, that it is seldom
soen 3 and that, while the males are fying around and
bewailing an approach to their nest, the females keep
aloof, watching every movement of the enemy in rest-
less but silent anxiety; it is less to be wondered at, 1
say, that two birds of the same Kind, but ditferent in
plumage, making their appearance together at such
times, should be taken for male and female of the same
nest, without donbt or examination, as, from that strong
sympathy for each other's distress which prevails so
universally among them at this season, it is difficult
sometimes to distinguish between the sullerer and the
5}'Illrlntilizillg neighbour,

The female of the orchard oriole is six inches and a
half in length, and eleven inches in extent, the eolonr
above is a vellow olive, inclining to a rownish tint on
the back ; the wings are dusky brown, lesser wing-
coverts tipt with vellowish white, greater coverts and
secondaries exteriorly edged with the same, primaries
slightly so; tail, rounded at the extremity, the two
exterior feathers three quarters of an inch shorter than
the middle ones; whole lower parts, yellow; bill and
logs, licht blue; the former bent a hittle, very sharp
peinted, and black towards the extremity ; iris of the
eye, hazel ; pupil, black, The young male of the first
geason corresponds nearly with the abiove deseription,
But in the sueceeding spring he makes his appearancs
with a large pateh of black marking the frout, lores,

= and throat. In this staze, too, the black sometimes
wnnkes its appearance on the two middle feathers of the
tail ; and slight stains of reddish are seen commencing
on the sides and belly.  The rest of the plumage as in
the female : this continning nearly the same, on the
same bird, during the remminder of the season. At the
same time, other individnals are found, which are at
least birds of the thivd sumwer, These are moettled
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with black and olive on the upper parts of' the bacl,
and with reddish bay and yellow on the belly, sides,
and vent, seattered in the most irregular manner, not
alike in any two individuals ; and, generally, the twi
middle feathers of the tail are black, and the others
centred with the same colour. When this bied is
approaching to its perfect plomage, the black spreads
over the whole head, neck, upper part of the back,
breast, wings, and tail; the redd bay, or bright
chestout occupying the lower part of the breast, the
belly, vent, ramp, tail-coverts, and three lower rows
of the lesser wing-coverts. The black on the head is
deep and velvety ; that of the wings inclining to brown ;
the greater wing-coverts are tipt with white, In the
same orchard, and at the same time, males in each oﬂ'h.
these states of plumage may be found, uvited to theiy
respective plain-coloured mates. | may add, that Me
Charles W, Peale, proprictor of the museum in Phila-
delphia, who, as a practical naturalist, stands deser-
vedly first in the first ook of American connoissenrs ;
and who has done more for the promotion of that
sublime science than all our speculative theorists to-
gether, has expressed to me his perfect conviction of
the changes which these birds pass through ; having
himself examined them both in spring and towards the
latter part of summer, and having at the preseat time
in his possession thirty or forty individuals of this
species, in almost every rradation of change,

In all these, the manners, mode of Luilding, food,
and notes are, generally speaking, the same, differing
uo more than those of any other individuals belonging
to one common species.  The female appears always

I have said that these birds construct their nests
very differently from the Baltimores, They are so
particularly fond of frequenting orchards, that scarcely
one orchard in summer is without them, They usually
suspend their nest from the twigs of the apple trec;
and often from the extremities of the outward branches,
It is formed exteriorly of a particular species of long,

nl!':l:'iﬂ' the same., e
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tongh, and flexible grass, knit, or sewed through and
throueh in o theusand directions, as if actually done
with a needle.  An old ldy of my acquaintance, to
gphom 1 was one day shewing this curious fubrication,
wlter admiring its texture for some time, asked me, in
a tone between joke and earnest, whether 1 did not
think it possible to learn these birds to dien stockings ?
This nest is hemispherical, three inches deep by foor in
breadth ; the eoncavity scarcely two inches deep by two
in diameter. 1 had the curiosity to detach one of the
fibres, or stalks of dried grass, from the nest, and found
it to measure thirteen inches in length, and in that
distance was thirty-four times hooked through and
returned, winding rousd and round the nest! The
inside s usually composed of the light downy appen-

dy dages attached to the seeds of the Platanns secidentalis,
or button-wood, which form a very soft and commo-
dious bed. Here and there the outward work is
extended to an adjoining twig, round which it is
strongly twisted, to give more stability to the whale,
and prevent it from being overset by the wind,

When they choose the long pendent branches of the
weeping willow to build in, as they fl'l.'lil.ll'nl.]_\" do, the
nest, tﬁuugh formed of the same materials, is moade
much deeper, and of slighter texture. The cirenmfe-
rence is marked out by a nonmber of these pensile
twigs that descend on each side like ribs, supporting
the whole ; their thick foliage, at the same time, com-
pletely concealing the nest from view. The depth in
this case is increased to four or live inches, and the
whole is made wmuoeh slighter. These long pendent
branches, being sometimes twelve and even lilteen feet

i in length, have a large sweep in the wind, and render
the first of these precantions necessary, Lo provent the
egrs or young from being thrown out ; and the close
shelter afforded by the remarkable thickness of the
foliame is, no doubt, the cause of the latter. Two of
these nests, such as [ have here describied, are now
Iying before me, and exhibit not only art in the con-
struction, but judgment in adapting their Fbrication
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&0 'uﬂifiouns];,' to their particular situations,  If the
actions of birds procecded, as some would have us
believe, from the mere impulses of that thing called

dstinet, individuals of the same species wonld uui.i'urmF#.. ;
¥
b

build their nest in the same manner, wherever the
might happen to fix it; but it is cvident from those
Just mentioned, and a thousand such circumstances,
that they reason @ priori, from eanse to cousequence ;
providently managing with a constant eye to future
necessity and eonvenience,

The exws are usnally four, of a very pale bluish tint,
with a few small specks of brown, :nul spots of dark
purple. .

he orchard oriole, though partly a dependant on the
industry of the farmer, is no sneaking pilferer, but an

open, and truly beneficent friend.  To all these :.'ullllt?u

less multitudes of destruetive bogs and caterpillars that
infest the froit trees in spring and summer, preving on
the leaves, blossoms, n.m]l embryo of the fruit, he is a
deadly enemy ; devouring them wherever he can find
them, and destroying, on an averaze, some hundreds of
them every day, without offering the slightest injury to
the fruit, however mnch it may stand in his way. 1
have witnessed instances where the entrance to his nest
was more than half closed up by a elaster of apples,
which he could have easily demolished in half a minute;
but, as if ]Iu]LHng‘ the property of his |}.'|i:ror1 5,'11:rm,|, or,
eousidering it as a natural bulwark to his own, he slid
ont and in with the greatest gentleness and caution. |
am not sufliciently conversant in entomology to par-
ticularize the different species of insects on which he
feeds, but I have good reason for believing that they
are almost altogether such as commit the greatest depre-

dations on the fruits of the orchard ; and, as he visits ™~

us at o time when his services are of the greatest value,
an, like a faithful guardian, takes up his station where
the enemy is most 1o be expected, he ought to be helid
in respectiul esteem, and protected by every considerate
iisbandman,  Nor is the maiety of his song one of his
least recommendations.  Deing an excecdingly active,

!
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I‘Irlt_l'llll_'!.', amd restless bied, he is on the ground—on
the trees —ilying and carolling in his hurried manner,
stant,  His notes are shrill
wil lively, but uttered with suel rapidity, and secming
qn1|.1|rs-.1:|n, that the ear is unable to lollow them dis-
tinetly. DBetween these, he lias a single note, which is
agreeable and interesting, Wherever he is protected,
he shews his confidenee amd pratitode by his numbers
and familiavity.  In the botanie gardens of my worthy
and seientilic friends, the Messrs Bartrams of Kingsess,
which present an epitome of almost every thing that is
rare, useful, amd beautiful in the vegetable km'ullml of
this western continent, and where thu murderous Fun
gearce ever intrudes, the orchard oriole revels without
vostraint through thickets of aromatic lowers and
& hlossoms, and, heedless of the busy gardener that Iabours
Below, hangs Iu» nest, in perfect sec urlt} Jon the branches
over his headl.

The female sits fourteen days; the young remain in
the nest ten days afterwards, before they venture
abroad, which is generally about the middle of June.
Nests of this species, with eggs, are sometimes fonnd so
late as the 20th of July, which must either belong to
birds that have lost their first nest, or, it is probable,
that many of them raise two brood of young in the
same season, though 1 am not positive of the fact.

The orchard orioles arrive in Pennsylvanin rather
later than the Baltimores, commonly about the first
weele in May, and extend as far ns the provioee of
Maine, They are also more numerons towards the
mountains than the latter species. In traversing the
country near the Blue ridge, in the month of August,

Y I have scen at least five of this species for one of the
Baltimore. Early in September, they take their de-
parture for the south; their term of residence here
being little more than four months.  revious to their
il |mrl.ur:, t]u young birds hecome grecavionsgnnd fre-

nent the rich extensive meadows of the Schuylkill,
below Philadelphia, in flocks of from thirty to lorty, or
upwards, They are easily raised from the nest, and
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soon beeome agrecable domestics.  One which I reared
and kept through the winter, whistled with great
clearness and vivacity at two months old, It had an
odd manner of moving its head and neck slowly an
regularly, and in various directions, when iotent on
observing any thing, withont stirring its body. This
motion was= as slow and regular as that of a snake,
When at night a candle was brought into the room, it
became restless, and evidently dissatisfied, fluttering
about the eage, as if seeking to get ont ; b, when the
cage was placed on the same table with the candie, it
seemed extremely well pleased, fed and drank, drest,
shook, and arranged its plumage, sat as close to the
lizght as possible, and sometimes chanted a few broken,
irrecular notes in that situation, as I sat writing or
reading beside it, 1 also kept a voung female of the g's
sume nest, during the greater part of winter, but could

not observe, in that time, any change in its plumage.

SURGESUS L. — XANTHOEN LS.
53 JeTERUS FPRENICEUS, DAUD. — STERNUS PREDATORIUE, WILS.
RED-WINGCED STARLING.
WILS0N; FLATE XXX. F1G. L. ==3MALF. —FIG. 1l; FEMALE.

Tuis notorious and celebrated corn thief, the long
reputed plunderer and pest of our honest and laborious
farmers, now presents himself Lefore us, with his female
copartner in iniquity, to receive the character due for
their very active distinguished services.  In inves-
tigating t'lltiultmufthesr,l shall endeavour to render =
strict historical justice to this noted pair ; adbering to
the honest injunctions of the poet,

L1

Nothing extenuate,
Nor set down aught in malice.

Let the reader divest himself equally of prejudice, and
g
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we shall be at no loss to ascertain pecurately their true
charneter,

The red-winged staclings, though generally migratory
in the States north of Maryland, are foumd doring
winter in immense locks, sometimes associated with
the purple grakles, and often by themselves, along tl
whaole lower parts of Vieginia, both Carolinas, Georg
anid Lonisiaa, particularly pear the sea coast, and in
the vicinity of large viee amd corn fields. In the
months of January and Febn rv, while passing throngh
the former of these countries, 1 was frequently enter-
tained with the aérial evolutions of these great bodies
of starlings. Sometimes they appeared driving about
like an enormous black clond carried belore the
wind, varying its shape every moment. Sometines
suddenly rising from the fields around me with a noise
like thunder ; while the glittering of innumerable wings
of the brightest vermilion amid the black cloud they
formed, produced on these oceasions a very striking
and splendid effect.  Then descending like o torveut,
anmd covering the branches of some detached Zrove, or
clump of trees, the whole congregated multitude com-
meneed one general concert or chorus, that I have
plainly distinguished at the distance of more than two
miles; and, when listened to at the intermediate space
of about a quarter of o mile, with a slight breeze of
wind to swell and soften the flow of its cadences, was
to me grand, and even sublime,  The whoele season of
winter, that, with most birds, is past in struggling to
sustain life in silent melancholy, is, with the red-wings,
one continued earnival,  The profuse gleanings of the
old rice, corn, and buckwheat fields, supply them with
abundant food, at onee ready and nuteitious; and the
intermediate time is spent either in aérial manoeayres,
or in grand vocal performances, as if solicitous (o
supply the absence of all the tuneful summer tribes,
amd to cheer the dejected face of nature with their
whaole combined powers of harmony,

About the 20th of March, or earlier, if the season be
open, tlu:-y l:vg'lu to enler Pﬂmlsa}'lﬂulin in numerons,

VOl 1. S 7
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leaves, are soon completely or partially torn off; wliile
from all quarters wyriads continne to pour down like a
tempest, blackening half an aeve at a time ; and, i not

disturbed, repeat their depredations till little remaingg

bt the cob and the shrivelled skins of the grain ; what
little is left of the tender ear, being exposed to the rains
and weather, is generally much injored. Al the attacks
and havoe made at this time among them with the
gun, and by the hawks,—several species of which are
their constant attendants,— has hittle effect on the
remainder,  When the hawks wake a sweep among
them, they sulldrnl{ open on all sides, but rarvely in
time to disappoint them of their vietims ; and, though
repeatedly fired at, with mortal effect, they ouly remove
from one field to an adjoining one, or to another

quarter of the same enclosure. From dawn to nearly #
sunset, this open and daring devastation is earried on,’

under the eye of the prﬂpri'ﬂnr; and a farmer, who has
any considerable extent ol corn, would require half-a-
dozen men at least, with guns, to guard it; and even
then, all their vigilanee and activity would not prevent
a good tithe of it from becoming the prey of the black-
birds. The Indians, who usually plant their corn in
one general field, keep the whole voung boys of the
village all day patrolling round and among it ; and each
being fnrni.-»imf; with bow and arrows, with which they
are very expert, they generally contrive to destroy great
numbers of them,

It must, however, be observed, that this scene of
pillage is principally earried on in the low countries,
not far from the sea-coast, or near the extensive flats
that border our large rivers; and is also chiclly con-
fined to the months of August and September.  After
this period, the corn having acquired its hard shelly
coat, and the seeds of the reeds or wild oats, with a pro-
Fusion of other plants, that abound along the river shores,
being now ripe, and in great abundance, they present
a pew and more extensive field for these maraunding
multitudes. The reeds also supply them with conve-
nient roosting places, being often in almost unapproach-

\
1
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oble morasses; and thither they repair every evening
from all quarters of the country, In some places, how-
ever, when the reeds become dry, alvantaze is taken
41 this ciroumstance, to destroy these binds, by a part
seeretly approaching the place, ander cover of a rjnr{
nieht, setting fire to the reeds in several places at onee,
which, being soon E“II'i'l‘IHJII"II in one general flame, the
upiroar ug the blackbirds becomes universal ; and,
by the light of the conflagration, they are shot down in
vast uumbers while hovering and sereaming over the
lace. Sometimes straw is usei for the same purpose,
eing |lru'-'iuu.'-|{ strewed near the reeds and alider
bushes, where they are known to roost, which bieing
instantly set on fire, the constervation and bavoo is
srodigious ; and the party return by day to pick up
he slaughtered game.  About the fiest of November,
they begin to move off towards the south; though,
near the sea coast, in the states of New Jersey and
Delaware, they continue long after that period,

Sueh are the general manners and character of the
red-winged starling ; but there remain some facts to be
mentioned, no less authentic, and well deserving the
consideration of its enemies, more especially, of those
whose detestation of this species, wounld stop at nothing
short of total extirpation.

It has been already stated, that they arrive in Penn-
sylvania late in March. Their general food at this
season, as well ns duving the carly part of summer,
{for the crows and purple grakles are the principal
pests in planting time, ) consists of grob-worms, cater-
||illa.r~s, and varions other lorvie, the silent, but deadly
enemies of all vegetation, and whose sceret and insilious

= attacks are more to be dreaded by the hushandman than
the combined forees of the whole feathered tribies
torether. For these vermin, the starlings search with
great diligence ; in the ground, at the roots of plants,
in orchards, and meadows, as well as among  buds,
leaves, and blossoms ¢ and, from theie known voracity,
the multitudes of these insects which they destroy
must be immense, Let me illustrate this by a short
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computation : 11 we mllqmsm each bied, on an average,
to devour fifty of these larvie inaday, (a very modemate
allowanee,) a single pair, in fonr mouths, the usual timg,
such food iz sought after, will consume upwards =
twelve thonsamd, 1t is believed, that not less than a
million pair of these binds are distributed over the whole
extent of the United States in sumomer 3 whose food,
being nearly the same, would swell the amount of
in destroved to twelve thowsand millions. DBut
mber of youmer birds may be fuicly cstimated at
doulile that of their parents; and, s these are con-
stantly fed onlarvee for at least three weeks, making
only the same allowance for them as for the old ones,
their share wonlil amount te four thonsand two hun-
dred millions ; making a grand total of sixteen thousand,
two hundred millions of noxions insects destroyed i.r:
the space of four months by this single species! The
combined ravages of such a hideons host of vermin
would be sullicient to spread famine and desolation
over a wide extent of the richest and best enltivated
country on earth. Al this, it iy be said, is mere sup-
position.  Itis, however, supposition founded on known
and acknowledged faets, have never dissected any
of these birds in spring without receiving the most
sirikine and satisfactory procis of theze faets; and
though, in a matter of this kind, it is impossible to
ascertain precisely the amount of the benefits derived
by agriculture from this, and many other species of our
birds, yvet, in the present ense, Deannot resist the belief,
that the serviees of this species, in spring, are far more
important and beneficial than the value of all that por-
tion of corn which a careful and active furmer permits

himeelf to lose by it, .

The great range of country frequented by this bird
extenids from Mexico, on the south, to Labrador.,  Our
late enterprizing travellers across the continent to the
Pavific Ocean, observed it numerous in several of the
valleys at a great distavce up the Missonri. When
taken alive, or reared from the nest, it soon becomes
Fumiliar, sings frequently, bristling out its feathers,

B
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something in the manuer of the cow bunting,  These
notes, though not remarkably various, ave very peculiar,
The most common one resembles the syllables conk-
gier-ree i others, the shrill sounds produced by tiling
i saw 2 some are more guttueal ; and others remnrk-
ably elear.  The usinl note of both male and female is
asingle chuck, Instances have been produced where
they buve been taught to artionlate several worils dis-
tietly ; awl, contrary to what is observed of many
birds, the male loses little of the brllianey of his
Plumage by conlinement,

A very remarkable trait of this bird is, the greeat dif-
ference of sige between the male and female ; the
former being nearly two inches longer than the latter,
amdl of proportionate magnitude, ey are known by
varions nomes in the different States of the Union;
such gs the sivanip blacklivd, marsh Wackbivd, red-
winged blackbard, corn, or maize thief, starling, &e.
Mauy of them hayve been carried from this to different
parts of Europe ; and Edwards relates, that one of them,
which had, no doubt, escaped from a cage, was shot in
the neighbonrhood of London ; and, on being apened,
its stomach was found to be filled with grab-worms,
eaterpillars, aud beetles ; which Baffon seems to wonder
ab, as, “in their own country,” heobserves, * they feed
exclusively on grain and maize.”

Hitherto this species has been generally olassed by
naturidists with the arioles. Dy a careful comparison,
however, of its bill with those of ihat trile, I{u-. wimii=
larity is by no means suflicient to justily this arrange-
mint § amd ity manners are altogether different. 1 can
finil uo genns to which it makes so vear an u]l]rnuu:ll,

a both in the structure of the bill and i food, Bight, and

manners, is those of the stare ; with which, following
my judicions friend Mr Bartram, 1 have accordingly
placed it.  To the European, the perusal of the fun_!-
pages will e sullicient to satisfy, him of their
similarity of manner.  For the satisfuction of those
who are wnacquainted with the common starling of
Europe, §shall seleet a few sketches of its character,

-
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from the latest and most aceurate publication 1 have
seen from that quarter®  Speaking of the stare, or
starling, this writer observes, * In the winter season,
these bivds tly in vast flocks, and may be kuown at o
great distance by their whirlivg mode of tlight, which
Buffon compares to a sort of vortex, in which the
collective body performs an uniform cirenlar revolution,
ami, at the same time, continnes to make 4 progressive
¢,  The evening is the time when the stares
assemble in the greatest vumbers, and betake themselves
to the fens and marshes, where they roost among the
roeils : ﬂli*:r chatter much in the evening auwd morping,
both when they assemble and disperse.  So attached
are they to society, that they not ounly join those of
their own species, but also birds of a different kind ;
and are frequently seen in company with redwings,
(aspecies of thrush,) fieldfres, and even with crows,
Jackdaws, and pigeons, Their principal food consists
of worms, snails, and caterpillars; they likewise eat
varions Kinds of grain, seeds, and berries,” He adils,
that, “in a confined state, they are very docile, and
may easily be tanght to repeat short phirses, or whistle
tunes with great exactuess,"

The red-winged starling is nine inches long, and
fourteen inches in extent; the general colour is a
glossy black, with the exception of the whole lesser
wing-coverts, the first, or lower row of which is of
a reddish cream colowr, the rest a rich and splendid
scarlet 3 lews and hill, slossy brownish black ; irides,
hazel ; bill, evlindrical above, compressed at the sides,
straight, running considerably up the forehead, where
it iz prominent, rounding and flattish towards the tip,
though sharp-pointed ; tongue, nearly as long as the
Lill, tapering aml lacerated at the emwl ; tail, rounded,

A~

&

the two middle featliers also somewhat shorter thanar

those immediately adjoining, the

The female is seven inches and a quarter in length,
and twelve inches in extent; chin, a pale reddish

* Bewick's Bvitish Birds, part §, p. 119, Neweastle, 1809,
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cream ; from the nostril over the eye, and from the
lower mandible, run two stripes of the same, speckled
with black ; from the posterior angle of the eye back-

#wards, a streak of brownish black covers the auriculars ;
throat, aml whole lower parts, thickly streaked with
blaek and white, the latter inclining to cream on the
breast ; whole plumage above, black, each feather
bordered with pale brown, white, or bay, giving the
bird a very mottled appearance ; lesser coverts, the
same 3 bill and legs as in the male,

The young birds at first greatly vesemble the female;
but hiave the plumage more broadly skirted with browss,
The red early shews itself on the lesser wing-coverts
of the males, at first pale, inclining to orange, and

mmlu'tr‘l‘iilll_qr disposed.  The hrown continues to skirt the

“hlack plumage for a year or two, so that it is rare to
find an old male altogether destitute of =ome remains
of it ; but the red is generally complete in breadth and
brillianey by the succeeding spring.  The females are
entirely destitute of that ornament,

The flesh of these birds is but little esteemed, being,
in general, black, dry, and tou Strings of them
are, however, frequently seen exposed for sale in our
markets,

EUBOENUS IV. — RWRERFEGIDES.
Od, IcTERUS PECORES, TEMM, — EMBERIZA PECORIY, WiILLOX,
COW BUNTING.*
WILSON, PLATE XVIIL FIG. L. MALE— FIG. 1. FEMALE.

Tuere is one strikine peenliavity in the works of

the great Creator, which becomes more amazing the

* The American euckoo (ewenles Corolinensin) ia by many
peeple ealbel the cow hind, from the soumd of its notes. resymbling
the wonds cowe, eoee This Bind builds its own nest very urtll'ag-llit
in a cedor, oran apple-tree, and lays four greenish blue eggs, which
it hatehes, and rears it young with great tenderness.
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more wa reflect on it; namely, that he has formed no
species of animals so minate, or obscare, that are not
invested with cortain powers and peculiarities, both of [
outwird eonformation, and internal Genlries, exactlys '
suited to their pursnits, suflicient to distinguish them
from all others; and forming for them o character
solely and exclusively their own,  This is particularly
so among the feathered race.  If there be any case
where these characteristio features are not evident, it
is owing to our want of ebservation; to our little
interconrse with that lmrtirulur trilie 3 or to that con-
tempt for inferior animals, and all their habitudes,
which is but too general, anid which bespeaks o morose,
unfeeling, and unreflecting mimd,  These peculiaritics
are often surprising, alwiys instructive where u.mh.-r-?
stood, and, (as in the subject of our present ullﬂ]ltl.!l‘,% LS
at least amusing, and worthy of being farther investi-
gated,

The most remarkable trait in the character of this
species is, the unaccountable practice it has of dropping
its exes into the nests of other birds, instead of bl i:‘lp‘r
andd ?:Il'l'i'hilu_.' for itsell; and thus entirely abandoning
its progeny to the care and merey of strangers.  More
than two thonsand years ago, it was well known, in
those countries where the bird inhabits, that the cuckoo
of Europe (cwculus eanorus) never built herself a nest,
but dropt her eges in the nests of other birds; but,
among the thousands of different species that spread
over that and other parts of the globe, no other instance
of the same uniform habit has been found to exist, until
discovered in the bird now before us.  OF the reality of
the former there is no doubt; it is konown to every
schoolboy in Britain; of the trath of the latter T ean
myself speak with confidence, from personal observation,
and from the testimony of gentlemen, unknown to
each other, residing in different and distant parts of
the United States. The circumstances by which T
Became first acquainted with this peculiar habit of the
bird are as follows : —

I had, in nwmerous instances, found in the nests of
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three or four particular species of birds, one egg, much
larger, and differently marked from those beside it; 1
hadd remarked, that these odd-looking eggrs were all of

« the same colour, and marvked nearly in the same man-

ner, in whatever nest they lay ; though ilﬂ‘fﬂll‘llll}‘ the
eges beside them were of & quite different tint; aod 1
had also been told, in o vagae way, that the cow bird
laid in other birds' wests. At length 1 detected the
female of this very bird in the nest of the red-eyed
fiyeatchir, which nest is very small, and very singularly
constructed ; suspecting her purpose, 1 cautiously with-
drew without disturbing her; and had the satisfietion
to find, on my return, that the eggr which she had just
dropt corvesponded as nearly as cggs of the same species
usuilly do, in its size, tint, and markings, to those for-

merly taken notice of.  Sinee that time, T have found
“the young cow bunting, in many instances, in the nests
of one or other of these small birds; 1 have seen these
last followed by the young eow bird calling out ola-
morously for food, and often engaged in feeding it;
and T have now, in a cage before me, a very fine one,
which, six months aro, 1 took from the nest of the
Maryland yellow-throat. 1 claim, however, no merit
for a discovery not orizinally my own, these singular

*habits having long been known to people of observation
resident in the country, whose information, in this case,
has preceded that of all our sehool philosophers and
closet naturalists, to whom the matter has till now
been totally unknown,

About the 25th of March, or early in .:\];I““, the cows
pen bitd makes his first appearavce in Penus Ivania
from the south, sometimes in company with the red-
winged blackbird, more frequently in detached parties,
resting early in the morning, an hour at a time, on the
tops of trees neir streams of water, appearing solitary,
silent, and fatigued. They continue to be oceasionally
seen, in small solitary parties, particularly along creeks
and banks of rivers, o late a5 the middle of June ; after
which we see no more of them until about the begin.
ning or middle of October, when they reappear in much
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larger flocks, generally accompanicd by numbers of
the redwings ; between whom and the present species
there is a considerable similarity of manvers, dialect,

- ol
amil personal resemblance.  In these acrinl voyages, ©

like other ux;wri.vuwd navigators, tlur:.* take advantazre
of the direetion of the wind; and always set out with
a favourable gale, My venerable and observing friend,
Mr Bartram, writes me, on the 13th of October, as
follows :—* The day before _"I.'l."ill‘l‘ll.'l.:'. at the Iwi;hl
of the northeast storm, prodigions numbers of the
cow-pen birds came by us, in several flights of some
thousands in a flock ; many of them settled on trees in
the garden to rest themselves ; and then resumed their
vovarze southward, There were a fow of their consing,

the redwings, with them. We shot three, o male and 5

two females" :
From the carly period at which these birds pass in
the spring, it is highly probable that their migrations
extend very far north. "hmm which pass in the months
of March and April can have no opportunity of deposi-
ting their errs here, there bieing not more than one or
two of onr small birds which build so early. Those
that pass in May and Juoe are frequently observed
loitering singly about solitary thickets, reconnoitring,
no doubt, for proper nurses, to whose care they may®
commit the hatching of their erzz, and the rearing of
their helpless orphans,  Among the birds selected for
this duty are the following, all of which are deseribed
in this work :— the bluebird, which builds in a hollow
tree ; the chipping sparrow, in o cedar bush; the
golden-crowned thrush, on the ground, in the shape of
an oven ; the red-eyed flveateher, n neat pensile nest,
hung by the two upper edges on a :as:'lrmllI sapling, or
drooping branch ; t]-:l‘.' yellow-bird, in the fork of an
alder; the Maryland yellow-throat, on the ground, at
the roots of brier bushes ; the white-eyed flycateher, n
pensile nest on the bending of a smilax vine ; and the
small Blae-gray flyeateher, also a pensile nest, fastened
to the slender twigs of a tree, sometimes at the height
of fifty or sixty feet from the ground. There are, no

]

:
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doult, others to whom the same charge is committed ;
but all these 1 have myself met with acting in that
capacity.

4 Among these, the yellow-throat and the red-eyed

~ Mycateher appear to be particalar favourites; and the
kindness anid affectionate attention which these twao
little birds seem to pay to their nurslings, fully justify
the partiality of the parents,

It is well known to those who have paid attention
to the manners of birds, that, after their nest is fully
fivished, & day or two generally clapses liefore the
female begins 1o lay.  This delay is in most cases
necessary to give firmness to the yet domp materials,
and allow them time to dey.  In this state it is some=
times met with, and laid in by the cow bunting; the

A result of which 1 bave invariably found to be the
descrtion of the nest by its rightful owner, and the
consequent loss of the egg thus dropt in it by the
intruder. But when the owner hersellf has begun to
lay, and there are one or more eggs in the nest before
the cow bunting deposits hers, the attachment of the
proprietor is secured, and remains unshaken until in-
cubation is (ully performed, and the little stranger is
able to provide for itself,
¢ The well known practice of the young cuckoo of
Europe in turning out all the eggs and young which it
feels around it, almost as soon as it is Il:l.lll_‘lll_‘!T‘, las been
detailed in o very satisfactory and amusing manner, by
the amiable Dr Jenner,* who has since risen to immortal
celebrity, in a mwuch nobler pursait; and to whose
gewius and humanity the whele human race are under
everlasting obligations.  In our cow bunting, though
no such habit has been observed, yet still there is some-
thing mysterious in the disappearance of the nurse’s own
eggs soon after the foundling is hatched, which happens
regularly before all the rest. From twelve to fourteen
days is the wsual time of incoabation with our small
birds; but, although 1 cannot exactly fix the preciseperiod

* Bee Phiforophical Fransactions for 1788, Part IL
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requisite for the ege of the cow bunting, 1 think 1 e
say almost positively, that it is a day or two less than
thie shortest of the above mentioned spaces.  In this
singular cirenmstance we see a striki
the Dieity; for, did this exe require a day or two more,
instead of so much less, than those among which it has
been dropt, the voung it contained would in every
instance inevitably perish; and thus in a few years
the whole species mnst become extinet.  Un the
first appearance of the young cow buuting, the parent
being f:r'mpu'n'lh' obliged to leave the nest to |Il'ul|'||lii.'
sustenance for the foundling, the business of ineub
is thus necessarily i||n-rr-_|.]|'u-|l i the disposition to e
tinue it abates; nature has now given a new direction
to the zeal of the parent, and the remaining eggs
within a day or two at most, generally disappear,  In
some instances, indeed, they have been found on th
ground near, or below, the vest ; but this is rarely the
Case,

I have never known more than one egz of the cow
bunting dropt in the same nest.  This egr is some-
what larger than that of the bluebird, thickly sprinkled
with grains of pale brown on a dirty white ground. 1t
is of a size proportionable to that of the bird,

So extraordimary and onaccountable is this habit,
that I have sometimes thousht it might not be general
among the whole of this species in every situation ;
that the extreme heat of our summers, though suitable
enough for their young, might be too much for the
comfortable residence of the parents; that, therefore,
in their way to the north, through our climate, they
were indueed to secure suitable pl.-u;es for their progeny ;
and that in the regions where they more generally pass
the summer, they might perhaps build nests for them-
selves, and rear their own voung, like every other
species around them. On the other hand, when I
consider that many of them tarry here so late as the
middle of June, deopping their cgrs, from time to time,
inte every convenient receptacle ; that in the States of
Virginia, Maryland, Delaware, New Jersey, and Penn-

¢ provision ofl
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svlvania, they wniformly vetain the same habits ; and,
in shoet, that o all these places 1 have wever yet seen
or heard of their nest ; reasoning from these fets, 1

Lihink 1 may safely concluide, that they never build one,
and that, in those remote northern vegions, theirmanners
are the snme as we find them here.

What reason nature may have for this extraordinary
deviation from her general practice, is, | confess, alto-
gether beyond my comprehension,  There is nothing
singular to be observed in the anato structure of
the bird that would seem to prevent, or remder it
incapabile of, inconbation. The extreme heat of our
elimate is probubly one reason why, in the months of
July and August, they are rarely fo be scen here, Yot
we have many other migratory bivds that regularly poass

ing a few
residents behind them ; whoe, without exception, build
their own nests amd rear their own young,  This part
of the country also abounds with suitable food, such
as they nsually subsist on.  Many conjectures, indecd,
might be formed as 1o the probable cause; but all of
them, that have ocenrved to me, are unsatisfactory and
inconsistent., Fuoture, and more numerous observations,
mpde with eare, particularly in those countries where
dhey most usually pass the summer, may throw more
light on this matter; 1ill then we can only rest satisfied
with the reality of the fact.

This species winters regularly in the lower parts of
North and South Carolina and Georgin; 1 bave also
mel with them near Williamsburg, and in several other
paris of Virgir In Jumuary, 1809, 1 observed strings
of them for sale in the market of Charleston, South
Caroling. They often frequent eorn awd rice fivlds, in
company with-their cousing, as Mr Dartram calls them,
the red-winged blackbirds ; but are more commonly
fonnd accompanying the cattle, feeding on the seeds,
worms, &c. which they pick up amongst the fodder and
from the exerements of the eattle, which they serateh
up for this purpose. Henee they have pret ty remera'ly
obtained the name of cow-pen birels, cow birds, or cow
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blackbirds. Dy the naturalists of Europe they have
hitherto been elassed with the finehes ; tll'umgil. inmipiro-
perly, as they have no family resemblance to that tribo
suflicient to justity that arcangement,  1F we are to be
directed by the conformation of their bill, nostrils,
tongue, and claws, we cannot hesitate a moment in
classing them with the red-winged blackbivds, orfofus
phanicens @ not, however, as oriofes, but as buntings,
or gome new intermediate genus; the notes or dialect
of the cow bunting and those of the redwings, as well
as some other peculiarities of voice and gesticulation,
being strikingly similar,

Respecting this t*xTr;mrdilL'lr}* bird, 1 have received
communications from varions quarters, all corroborative
of the foregoing particulars.  Among these is a letter
from Dr Potter of Daltimore, “hi.rrl‘n ns it I.!ul'bt.‘llrl'l.sf,f:-‘_‘
some new and interesting fucts, and several smusing
incidents, illustrative of the character of the bird,
shall with pleasure lay before the reader, apologizing
to the obliging writer for a few unimportant omissions
which have been anticipated in the preceding pages.

%1 regret exceedingly that professional avocations
have pat it out of my power to have replied earlier to
your favour of the 19th of September ; anid althougrh {.
shall not now reflect all the light you desire, a faithfu
transeript from memoranda, voted at the moment of
observation, may not be altogether uninteresting,

“ The fringifla pecoris is generally known in Mary-
land by the name of the cow blackbird ; and none but
the naturalist view it as a distinet species. It appears
about the last of March, or first u'cnllc in April, timn-;h
sometimes a little carlier when the spring 15 unusually
forward. It is less punctual in its appearance than
many other of our migratory birds,

“ It commonly remains with us till about the last of
October ; though sually cold weather sometimes
banishes it muoch earlier.” It, however, sometimes
hnsprus that a few of them remain with us all winter,
and are seen hovering about our barns and farm-yards

1
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when straitened for sustenance by snow or hard frost,
It is remgrkable that in seme years [ have oot leen
able to discover one of them during the months of July
wand  August 3 when Ihui: bave suddenly appoared in
September in great numbers, 1 have noticed this fact
always immediately after o series of very hot weather,
and then only.  The general opinion is, that they then
retire to the deop recesses of the shady forest ; but, if
this had been the faet, 1 should probally have dis-
covercd them in my rambles in every part of the woods,
I think it more likely that they migrate farther north,
tll they find a temperature more congenial to their
feelings, or find a richer repast in following the cattle
in o better pasture, ®
¥ o autumn, we often find them congresated with
_adhe marsh blackbirds, committing their common depre-
dations upon the ears of the Indian corn ; and at other
seasons, the similavity of their pursuits in feeding
introduces them into the same company. 1 eould never
observe that they would keep the company of any
other biri,

“ The cow=-pen finch differs, morcover, in another
respect, from all the birds with which I am acquainted,
After an observance of many years, I could never dis-
cgver any thing like pairing, or a mutual attachment
between the sexes.  Even in the season of love, when

® It may vot be improper to remark bere, that the appearance
of this Lird in spring 1= sometimes looked for with aoxicty by the
farmers. I the 1’!:” ned eattle ha ipen to b diseased u spring, !1“.']‘
necrilse it to wornes, aml mmilr'r the pursuit of the birds as an
unerring imlication of the peeessity of modicine.  Although this
hypothesis of the worms infesting the cattle so'as i produce much
disease is problematival, their superabundance ot this season cannot
g ‘_l:r\- demied.  The larvie of several species are l!t'mﬂitﬂl in the
vegetables when green, amd the cattle are fidd on them os fidider
in winter. This furnishes the principal indueement for the hind
to follow the catthe in spring, When the aperient effects of the
green grasses evacnates great oumbers of worms,© At this sean
the peeoris offen stulls its erop with them il it can contain ne
more.  There ave several speeies, but the most numerous is o small
white one, siwilar to, if not the same gs, the ascaris of the human
pecics,
VoL, L. Ly
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other birds are separated into pairs, amil ocenpied in
the endearing office of providing a receptacle for theiv
offspring, the fringille are seen feeding in odd as well
as even numbers, from one to twenty, anid discoveringts
no wore disposition towards perpetuating their species
than birds of any other species at other seasons,
excopling a miseuous concubinage, which pervades
the whoele tribe. When the female separates trom the
company, her departure is not noticed ; no gallant
artner accompanics her, nor manifests any solicitude
in her absence; nor is her return greeted by that
eratulatory tenderness that so eminently characterizes
the males of other birds. The male proffers the same
civilities to any female indiscriminately, and they are
reciprocated accordingly, without exciting either resent- |
ment or jealousy in any of the party. This want of'4
sexunl attachment is not inconsistent with the generil
economy of this singular bird ; for, as they are neither
their own architect, nor nurse of their own young, the
degree of attachment that governs others would be
superiluons,

* That the fringilla never builds a nest for itself, you
may assert without the hazard of a refatation. I once
offered a premium for the nest, and the negroes in the
neighbourhood brought me a variety of nests; but they
were always traced to some other bird, The time of
depositing their eggs is from the middle of April to
the last of May, or nearly so ; corresponding with the
season of laying observed by the small birds on whose
property it encroaches. It never deposits but one ezg
m the same nest, and this is generally after the rightfu
tenant besins to deposit hers, but never, [ believe, afier
she has commenced the process of incnbation. It is
imrﬂssihle to say how many they lay in a seasonm,
unless they eould be watched when confined in an
aviary.

“ By a minute attention to a number of these birds
when they feed in a particular field in the laying
season, the deportment of the female, when the time
of layving draws near, becomes particularly interesting.
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She deserts her associntes, assumes a drooping, sickly
[I.!-I'H"I"T. ||.'||r| IH"I'{'].I!_':-l “I'rl'l!l SO l.‘l'lllllll."lirﬂ' wihers 5'“"' Can
reconnoitre the operations of other birds io the process
wol ni ition, Il a discovery suitable to her purpose
cannot be made from her stand, ghe becomes more rest-
less, and is scen flitting from tree to tree till a place of
deposit ean be found, 1 onee had an opportunity of
witnessing a scene of this sort, which I ecannot forbear
to relate. Seeing a female prying into a bunch of
bushes in search of a nest, I determined to see the
result, if practicable ; and, knowing how l‘iﬁ-‘-il()' they are
disconeerted by the near approach of man, [ mounted
my horse, and procecded slowly, sometimes seeing and
sometimes losing sight of her, till 1 had travelled
nearly two miles along the margin of a creck. She
entered every thick place, prying with the strictest
seruting into places where the small binds usually build,
and at last darted suddenly into o thick copse of alders
dnd briers, where she remained five or six minutes,
when she returned, soaring above the underwood, and
returned to the company she had left feeding in the
field. Upon entering the covert, I found the nest of a
yellow-throat, with an egz of each., Knowing the
precise time of deposit, 1 noted the spot and date, with
& view of determning a question of importance, the
time required to hatel the ecr of the cow bird, which
I supposed to commence from the time of the yellow-
throat’s laying the last emr. A few days after, the
nest was removed, | kuew oot how, and I was disap-
pointed. In the progress of the cow bird along the
ereek’s side, she entered the thick boughs of a small
cedar, and returned several times before she could
prevail on herself to quit the place ; and, upon exami-
nation, 1 found a sparrow sitting on its nest, on which
ghe no doubt would bave stolen in the absence of the
owner. It is, I believe, certain, that the cow-pen finch
never makes a forcible entry upon the premises, b
attacking other binds, and ejecting them from their
rightful tenements, although they are all, perhaps,
inferior in  streneth, except the bluebird, which,
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although of a mild as well as affectionate disposition,
makes a vigorous resistance when assanlted,  Like
most other tyrants and thieves, they are cowardly,
and accomplish by stealth what they ca
foree,

% The deportment of the vellow-throat on this oeen-
sion is not o be omitted.  She returned while 1 waited
near the spot, and darted into her nest, but veturned
immediately, and perched upon a bouzh near the place,
remained a minate or two, and entered it again,
vetwrned, and :li:--.q-vv.-u-ﬁl.. I ten mintes she returoed
with the male They chattered with great agitation
for half an hour, seeming to participate in the ailrount,
aml then left the place. 1 believe all the birds thos
intrnded on manifest more or less coneern at linding

not obitain byyd

the ezx of a stranger in their own nests.  Amongsi,

these, the :simrru'n is partigularly punctilions ; for she
sometimes chirps her complaints for a day or two, amd
often deserts the premises altogether, even after she
has deposited one or more eges,  The following anee-
dote wall shew not only that the cow-pen finch insinuates
hiersell slyly into the nests of other birds, but that even
the most pacific of them will resent the insult: A
bluebird had built for three snecessive seasons in the
cavity of a mulberry tree near my dwelling,  One da

when the nest was nearly finished, I discovered a ﬁmmﬁ
cow bird perched upon a fence stake near it, with her
eyes apparently fixed upon the spot, while the builder
was busy in adjusting her nest.  The moment she left
it, the intruder darted into it, and, in five minutes,
returned, and sailed off to her companions with seeming
delight, which she expressed by her gestures and notes,
The bluebird soon returned, and entered the nest,

but instantancously fluttered back with much apparent -

l:ﬂsitutioll,‘uud perched upon the hiest hranch of the
tree, uttering a rapidly repeated note of complaint and
resentment, which soon brought the male, who recipro-
cated her feelings by every demonstration of the most
vindictive resentment,  They entered the nest together,
and returned several times, uttering their uninterrupted
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complaints for ten or Gfteen minntes,  The male then
dierted away to the neighbouring trees, as i in guest
of the offender, and [ell upon a cat=lird, which he
eI
sparrow thut was chanting its ditty in a peach tree,
Notwithstanding the affront was so passionately re-
sented, 1 found the Bluebied had laid an ece the next
day. Perhaps a tenant less attached to a favourite
spot would have acted more fastidionsly, by deserting
the premises altogether. In this instance, also,

determined to wateh the oceurrences that were to
follow, but, on one of my morning visits, 1 found the
common enemy of the eges and young of all the small
birds had despoiled the nest,—a coluber was founid

A_l:nlii.‘l'] in the hollow, and the esrs sucked.

* Agreeably to my observation, all the young hivds
destined to cherish the yvoung cow bird ave of u mild
and affectionate llih]limil;ull s andd 1t is not less remarl-
able, that they are all smaller than the introder; the
bluchird is the ounly one nearly as large.  This is a
good vatured mild creature, althongh it makes a vigo-
rons defence when assaulied, The vellow-throat, the
sparraw, the goldiineh, the indigo-bird, and the blue-
lurd, are the only birds in whose nests I have foand the
@Frs or the young of the covw-pen finch, though doulbt-
less there are some others,

“ What becomes of the eggs or young of the pro-
prietor? This is the most interesting question that
appertains to this subjeet, There must be some special
law of natare which determines that the young of the
proprictors are uwever to be found tenants in common
with the yvoung cow bird. I shall offer the result of

= my own experience on this point, and leave it to yon

amd others, better versed in the mysteries of nature
than 1 am, to draw your own conclusions.  Whatever
theory may be adopted, the facts must remain the same,
Having discovered a sparrow’s nest with five eom,
four amd one, awd the sparrow sitting, 1 watched the
nest daily.,  The ezz of the cow bird ar:::anir:l the
centre, and those of the sparrow were pushed a littlo
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up the sides of the nest.  Five days after the discovery,

I pereeived the shell of the fineh's e broken, aud the
pext the bird was hatehed.  The sparrow returned
while | was near the nest, v her month full af !'uuﬂi‘.'--
with which she fed the voung cow bird, with every
possible mark of affection, aml discoversd the usual -
concern at my approach,  On the sueeeeding day only
twao of the sparrow’s eges remained, and the next day
there were none, 1 sought in vain for them on the
ground, and in every direction,

~ # Having found the eggs of the cow bird in the nest
of a yellow-throat, 1 repeated my observations.  The
process of ineobation lad 1'u||||1rt"l1|:1‘1’], and, on the
gseventh day from the discovery, | fonnd o young cow
bird that had been hatched during my absenee of
twenty-four hours, all the ewgs of the proprictor ros ™
maining. T had not an opportunity of visiting the nest
for three davs, and, on my return, there was only one
ey remaining, and that rotten. The yvellow-throat
attended the young interloper with the same apparent
care and affection as if it had been its own offspring,

“ The next year my first discovery was in a blue-
bird's nest, Imilt in a hollow stump. The nest con-
tained six eros and the process of inenbation was going
on, Three or four days after my first visit, 1 fonnd®a
young cow bird, and three eors remaining., 1 took the
egrms ont; two contrined young birds, n|||1:1ren|1Iy COme
to their full time, and the other was rotten, found 1
one of the other exgs on the ground at the foot of the
stump, differing in no respect from those in the nest,
no sizns of life being discoverable in either.

“ Soon after thiz, I found a soldfinel's nest with one
ez of cach only, and I attended it carefully fill the —
wsual complement of the owner were lnid, Being T
oblized 1o leave home, I conld not ascertain precisely
when the process of inenbation commenced ; Lt from
my reckoning, I think the ege of the cow bird must
have been hatched in nine or ten days from the com-
mencement of incubation,  On my return, 1 found the
young cow bird occupying mearly the whole nest, and

B o oo ak
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the foster mother as attentive to it as she conld have
been to her own. I ought to acknowleldge here,
that, in none of these instances, eould | ascertain ex-
auctly the time nrrlu'uwi to latch the cow binl's emes
and that of course none of themn are decisive; but s it
not strange that the ecor of the intruder should be so
uniformly the fivst hatched? The idea of the egz
being larger, and therefore from its own geavity Rading
the centre of the nest, is not soflicient to explain
the plienomenou; for in this sitnation the other eggs
wuuLl bee proportionably elevated at the sides, and
therelfore receive as much or more warmth from the
body of the tweumbent than the other,®  This principle
would scarcely apply to the ezws of the bluebird, for
they are nearly ol the same size; if there be any dif-

A forence, it would be in favour of the eems of the builder

of the nest, How do the egos met out of the nest ?
Is it by the size and nestling of the young cow bird 2
This canuvot always be the case ; heeause, in the instance
of the bluchird's nest in the hollow stamp, the cavity
was o foot deep, the nest ar the bottom, and the ascent
perpendicular; nevertheless, the eors were removed,
althourh filled with FOUNZ O0es; MOreover, a4 youns
cow-pen fineh is as helpless as any other young bird,
soand =0 far from having the power of cjecting others
from the nest, or even the eggs, that they are someti
found on the ground under the nest, especially when
the nest happens o be very small, I will not assert
that the ecwes of the builder of the nest are never
hiatehied 3 but T can assert, that I bave never been able
to find one instance to prove the aflirmative.  1F all
the egos of both birds were to be hatched, in some cnses
the nest would not hold half of them ; for instanes,
those of the sparrow, or vellow-bird. 1 will not assert,
that the supposititions exe is brought to perfection in
less time than these of the bird to which the west
* The ingenions writer sepms pot to be aware that almoat all
birds are in the halat, while tiﬂ'mg, of changing the eEEs from the

centre to the circumference, aml cice persm, that all of them may
receive an equal share of warmith,
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belongs ; but from the facts stated, Lam inclined 1o adopt
such an opinion.  How are the eggs removed alter the
aceonchement of the spurions cecupant ¥ By the pro=
prictor of the nest unguestiouably ; for this is consis-te |
tent with the rest of her economy,  After the power of P
hatching them is taken away by her attention to the -
voung stranger, the eggs wonld be only an eneambrimee
and therefore instinet prompts her to remove them. 1
might add, that 1 have sometinies found the eges of the
sparrow, in which were unmatured young oves, lying
near the nest containing a cow bird, and therefore |
cannot resist this conclosion, Would the foster parent
fecd two species of young at the same time ¥ 1 beliove
not. I have never seen an instance of any bivd fecding
the voung of another, unless iIIIIIJI.‘I].i.'i.ll.'IE' after losing
her own. T should think the sooty-looking stranger
would searcely interest o mother while the cries of her
own offspring, always intelligible, were to be heard.
Should such & competition ever take place, 1 judee the
stranger would be the sufferer, and probably the species
soon becoma extinet,  Why the lex nature conservatriz
should decide in favour of the surreptitions progeny is
not for me to defermine.

“ As to the vocal powers of this bird, 1 believe its
pretensions are very humble, none u}'it-.: notes deserving™
the epithet musical.  The sort of simple cackling com-
plaint it utters at being disturbed, constitutes also the
expression of its pleasure at finding its companions, ™
varying only in o more rapidly repeated monotony.
The deportment of the male during his promiscuous 1
intercourse with the other sex, resembles much that of
a pigeon in the same situation. He wses nearly the
same gestures ;oand by attentively listening, you will
hear a low, muttural sort of muttering, which is the
most agrecable of his notes, and not nnlike the cooing
of n pigeon,

s IJI'i|i~=,. sir, is the amount of my information on this
snhject ; and is po more than a transcript from my &
notes made several years ago. For ten years past,
sinee [have livedin this city, many of the impressions of
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nature have been effaced, aud artificial ideas have ocen-
pied their places.  The pleasure 1 formerly received in
viewing and examining the objects of nature, are, how-
aover, not entively forgotten ; and those which rewain,
il they ean interest you, are entirely at your serviee,
With the sincere<t wishes for the success of your nseful
and arduous undertaking, — I am, dear sir, yours, very
respectiully, Narmasien Porren

To the above very interesting detail, T shall alid the
followinge recent fact, which fell under my own olkerva-
tion, and conclude my aceonnt of this singular species,

In the month of July last, 1 took from the nest of the
Maryland yellow-throat, which was built angong the dry
leaves at the root of a brier bush, a young male cow

‘*‘{itlnlin;r, which filled and oceupied the whole nest. 1
hal previously watched the motions of the foster parents
for more than an hour, in order to aseertain whether
any more of their young were lurking about or not ;
amd was Mully satisficd that there were none.  They had,
in all probability, perished in the manner before men-
tioned. 1 took this bird home with me, and placed it
in the same cage with a red-bird (loxéa cardinalis),
whao, at first, and for several minutes nfter, examined it
ciosely, and seemingly with great curiosity. It soon
became elamorous for feod, awd, from that moment, the
red-bird seemed to adopt it as his own, feeding it with
all the assiduity and tenderness of the most aficetionate
nurse.  When he found that the grasshopper which he
had brought it was too large for it to swallow, he took
the insect from it, broke it in small portions, chewed
them a little to soften them, and, with all the gentleness
amd delicacy imagivable, put them separately into its
mouth, He often spent several mivutes in looking
at and examining it all over, and in picking off any
particles of dirt that he olserved on its plumage.  In
teaching and enconrnging it to learn to eat of itself, ho
often reminded me of the lines of Goldsmith,
e tried cach art, reproved cach dull delay,
Allured to * fue'rite food," and led the way.
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This cow bird is now six mouths old, is in wmph-h'
plumage, and vepavs the allectionate services of his
foster parent witrln. frequent display of all the musical
talents with which nature has g1l‘lm| him. These, ik
must be confessed, are far from being ravishing; yet, J
for their :-mrnhrlh. are worthy of notice. e s reads

his wings, swells his body into a globalar form, bristling i
every feather in the manner of a turkey cock, and,

with great seeming difficulty, utters a fow low, splutter-

ing notes, as il pruu.hulmw from his belly ;3 always, on

these oceasions, strutting in front of the spectator with

great consequential affectation,

To se¢ the red-bird, who is himself so excellent a
performer, silently |I!-'h'111l1"'tﬂ all this guttural splutter,
reminds me of the sreat lhlllh’-lt nntvmpl ating awretched
catemt scraper.  Perhaps, however, these may be nu.-:ml.)\__
for Ihe notes of fove and gratitude, which are sweeter to
the car, amil dearer to the heart, than all the artificial
golos or concertos on this side heaven, !

The length of this species is seven inches, breadth
eleven inches ; the ]I{":Idillill'l.l:l neck is of a very deep silky
drab ; the upper, part of the breast a dark changealile
violet ; the rest of the bird is black, with a considerable
gloss of green when exposed to a good light ; the form |
of the bill is evidently that of an cmberizea; the tailss '
slightly forked ; legs and claws, glossy hlack, strong and |
muscular; iris of the eye, dark hazel. Catesby says of %

!
|

this I.-'in], it is all over nf a brown colour, and some-
thing lighter below ™ a description that n][rpllus only
to the female, and has been repeated, in nearly the same
words, by almost all suceeeding ornithologists, The
young male birds are at first altogether brown, and, lor
a month, or more, are mlmd of feathers round the cye |
and month ; the breast is also spotted like that of o ™=
thrush, with lieht drab and darker streaks, In about
two months after they leave the nest, the black com-
mences at the shoulders of the wings, and gradually
increases along each side, as the young feathers come
out, until the bird appears umtlind on the back and
breast with deep black, and light deal. At three |
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maonths, the colours of the plomage are complete, and,
except in moulting, they are subject to no periodieal
change.

55, ICTRRUS AGRIPENNIS, KOXAFANTE-

FREERTEA ORTEIFO8A, WILSON, — HICE BUNTING,

WILSOX, FLATE X1 FIG. I, MALF, IN¥ aFRING T Flo. 1. FEMALF.

Tiis iz the bobdink of the eastern and northern states,
and the rice and reed-divd of Pennsylvanin amd the
gouthern states,  Thovneh small in size, be is not o in
consequence ; his coming is hailed by the sportsman
with pleasure; while the careful planter looks npon
him as a devouring seourze, and worse than a plague
of locusts,  Three gaod gqualities, however, entitle liim
to onr mnotice, pnr‘tiﬂl'l:lrl_v a5 these three are r.'n'l.*!}'
found in the same individual,—his plomage is bean-
tiful, his sonw 'Ilirnrh'l}' musical, and bis flesh excellent, [
might also add, that the immense range of his migrations,
anid the havoe he commits, are not the least interesting
parts of his history,

The winter residence of this species 1 suppose to be
From Mexico to the mouth of the rl\.m.'lzml. from whenee,
in hosts innumerable, he regularly issues every spring;
perhaps to both hemispheres, extending his migrations
northerly, as far as the Ilinods, and the shores of the
8t Lawrence., Could the fact be ascertained, which
has been asserted by some writers, that the emigration
of these bivds was altogether unknown in this part of
the eontinent, previons to the introdoction of rice
plantations, it would certninly be interesting.  Yet,
why shonld these migrations reach at least a thousand
miles beyond those places where rice is now planted ;
and this, not in eccasional excursions, but regularly to
breed, and rear their young, where rice never was,
and, probably, never will be cultivated # = Their o
recent arrival on this part of the continent, 1 believe to
to be altogether imaginary, because, thongh there were
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not a single grain of vice enltivated within the United
States, the conntry produces an exuberance of food, of
which they are vo less fond.  Insects of various kinds,
grubs, May-flies, and caterpillars, the young ears of™
Indian corn, and the seed of the wildeoats, or, as it is
called in Peonsylvania, reeds (the zézamia agwatica of
Linmens,) which grows in prodigiouns abundanee along
the marshy shores of our large rivers, furnish, not only
them, but millions of rail, with a delicious subsistence
for several weeks, 1 do not doubt, however, that the
introduction of rice, but more particularly the progress
of agrienlture, in this part of America, has greatly
increased their numbers, by multiplying their sources
of subsistence fifty fold within the same extent of
country.

P
In the month of April, or very early in May, the” =

rice bunting, male and female, arrive within the southern
boundaries of the United States ; and are seen around
the town of Savannah, in Georgia, about the 4th of
May, sometimes in separate parties of males and females,
but more generally promiscuously, They remain there
but a short time; and, about the 12th of May, make
their appearance in the lower parts of Pennsylvania, ns
they did at Savannah, While here, the males are exe
tremely gay and full of song; frequenting meadows,
newly ploughed fields, sides of creeks, rivers, and water

places, feeding on May-flies and mtcr]nﬂlnr.-t. of h-hir.i{
they destroy great quantities.  In their passage, how-
ever, throush Virminia, at this season, 1hi_=;( do great
damage to the early wheat and barley, while in its milk

state.  About the 20th of May, they disappear, on their
way to the north, Nearly at the same time, they

arrive in the State of New York, spread over the whole

New England States as far ns the river St Lawrence,
from iake Ontario to the sea; in all of which places,
vorth of Pennsylvania, they remain during the summer,
building, and rearing their young. The nest is fixed
in the ground, generally in a field of grass ; the outside
is composed of dry leaves and coarse grass, the inside
is lined with fine stalks of the same, laid in consideralile
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yuantity. The lfemale lays five eggs, of a bluish white,

marked with numerous irregular spots of blackish

brown., The song of the male, while the female is
pitting, is singular, and very serecable. Mounting and

hovering on wing, at a small Ev'i;:hl. above the lield, he

chants out such a jingline medley of shart variable

notes, nttered with such seeming confusion and rapis

dity, and contivued for a considerable time, that it

appears ns if hall’ o dozen birds of different kinds weore

all singing together.  Some idea may be formed of this

song by striking the high keys of & piano-forte at

vandon, singly, and quickly, making as many sudden

contrasts of high and low notes as possible.  Many of

the tones are, in themselves, charming ; but they sue=

ceed cach other so rapidly that the ear can Ill::lrlll_-,'

separate them. Nevertheless the generul effect is good;

amd, when ten or twelve are all singing on the same

tree, the concert is singularly pleasing. 1 kept one of

these birds for a long time, to observe itz cha we of ‘

colonr.  During the whole of April, May, and June, it

sang almost continually.  In the month of June, the

colour of the male begins to change, gradually assimi-

lating to that of the female, and, before the beginning

of August, it is difficult to distinguish the one from the

alier. At this time, also, the yvoung birds are so much

like the female, or rather like both parents, amd the

males g0 different in appearauce from what they were

in spring, that thousands of people in Pennsylvania,

T 111&5 day, persist in believing them to be a l]vim-r{*u.'r.

species altogether ; while others allow them, indeed,

to be the same, but confidently assert that they are all

females— none but females, according to them, return-

ing in the fall; what becomes of the males they are

totally at a loss 10 conceive. Even Mr Mark Cateshy,

who resided for years in the conuntry they inhabit, and

whao, as he himself informs us, examined by disseetion

great numbers of them in the full, and repeated his

experiment the succeeding year, lest he should have

Leen mistaken, declares that he uniformly found them

to be females. These assertions must appear odd to
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the inhabitants of the eastern States, to whom the change
of ]Iiltm;l'_'l:l in these birds is familiar, as it [sses e
diately under their eye; nnd also to thoese who, like
m:.-wlrt‘, liave kept them in eages, and witiessed theire. :
gradual changeof colonr.  That nccurate observer, Mr
Willinm Bartram, appears, from the following extract,
to have taken notice of, or at least suspected, this change
of ¢olour in these birds, more than forty years ago,
# Being in Charleston,” sayz he, “in the month of
June, 1 observed a caze full of rice birds, that is, of the
yellow or female colonr, whoe were very merry and
vociferons, having the same variable muosic with the
Iriud or male bird, which I tlltll.lq:ht uxtrnnrl.lilmr}', amd,
observing it to the gentleman, he assured me that they
were all of the male kind, taken the preceding spring; |
but had changed their colour, and would be next spring" -
of the colour of the pied, thus changing colour with
the seasons of the year. [F this is really the case, it
appears they are both of the same species intermixed,
bpﬁng and L Without, however, implicating the
veracity of Catesby, who, I have no dm{.bt, believed as
he wrate, a few words will easily explain why he was
deceived : The internal orsanization of undomesticated
birds, of all kinds, underzoes a remarkable change every
spring and summer; and those who wish to ascertail
tEi-; point by dissection will do well to remember, that
in this bird those parts that characterize the male are,
in autumn, no larger than the smallest pin's head, and
in younz birds of the first {mr can scarcely be dis-
covered ; though in spring their magnitude in each is
at least one hundred times greater. To an unacquaint-
anee with this extraordinary circumstanee, I am per-
suaded, has been owing the mistake of Mr Cateshy,
that the females only return in the fall; for the same
opinion I long entertained myself, till a more particular
examination shewed me the source of my mistake.
Since that, I have opened aod examined many hundreds
of these birds, in the months of September and October,
and, on the whole, have found about as many males as
females among them. The latter may be distinguished
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from the former by being of a rather more shining
yellow on the breast and belly 5 it is the same with the
young birds of the first season,

& During the breeding season, they are dispersed over

A

the country ; but, as soon as the young age able to ily,
they collect together in great multitudes, and pour
down on the cat ficlds of New England like a torrent,
depriving the proprictors of a good tithe of their
harvest ; but, in veturn, often supply his table with 4
very delicious dish, From all parts of the north and
western regions, they dircet their conrse towards the
south ; and, about the middle of August, revisit Penn-
:?‘h‘ulli:t, on their route to winter quarters, For several

ays, they seem to confine themselves to the fields and
uplands ; but, as soon as the seeds of the reed are ripe,
they resort to the shores of the Delaware and Schuylkill
in multitudes ; and these places, during the remainder
of their stay, appear to be their grand rendezvous,
The reeds, or wild oats, furnish them with sueh abun-
dance of nutritious food, that in a short time they
become extremely fat; and are supposed, by some of
our epicures, to be equal to the famous ortolans of
Europe. Their note at this season is a single chindk,
and is heard over-head, with little intermission, from
morning to might. These are haleyon days for our
gunners of El!l descriptions, and mauy a lawe and rusty
gun-barrel is put in requisition for the sport.  The
report of musketry along the recdy shores of the
Schuylkill and Delaware is almost ineessant, resembling
a running fire.  The markets of Philadelphia, at this
season, exhibit I||rnnl':; of the prodigious bavoe made
among these birds; for almost every stall is ornamented
with strings of reed birds. This sport, however, is
considered inferior to that of il shooting, which is
carried on at the same scason and places, with equal
slanghter.  OF this, as well as of the rail itself, we shall
give a particular account in its proper place.

Whatever apology the people of the eastern and
southern States muy have for the devastation ﬂu?'
spread among the rice and reed birds,.the Pennsyl-
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vanians— at least thoese living in this part of it — have
litthe to plead in justification, but the pleasure of
destruction, or the savoury dish they furnish theiv
tables with ; for the oat harvest is generally seenredy’
before the great body of these birds arvive, the Indian
corn too ripe aml hard, and the reeds seem to engross
all their attention.  But in the States south of Mary-
land, the harvest of early wheat and barley in spring,
and the numerous plantations of vice in fall, suffer
sevierely. l"l.irt}' in Oetober, or ns soon as the wiglhits
begin to set in eold, they disappear from Pennsyivania,
directing their course to the south, At this time they
swarm among the rice fields ; and appear in the Island
of Cuba in immense numbers, in search of the same
delicions grain,  About the middle of October, they |
visit the lsland of Jamaica in equal numbers, where sl
they are called butter birds, They feed on the seed of
the Guinea grass, and ave also in high esteem there for
the table,® 1

Thus it appears, that the regions north of the fortieth
degree of latitude, are the breeding places of these
birds; that their migrations northerly ave performed
from March to May, and their return southerly from
Augzust to Novewber ; their precise winter quarters, or
farthest rerreat southerly, is not exactly known, -

The rice bunting is seven inches and a half long, and
eleven and a half in extent; his spring dress is as
follows :— Upper part of the head, wings, tail, and
sides of the neck, and whole lower parts, black ; the
feathers frequently skirted with brownish yellow, as
he passes into the colours of the female; back of
the head, a cream colour; back, black, seamed with
brownish vellaw ; seapulars, pure white, rump and tail-
coverts the same; lower part of the back, bluish =
white; tail, formed like 'll]ur.w of the woodpecker
genus, and often uwsed in the same manner, being
thrown in to support it while ascending the stalks of
the reed ; this habit of throwing in the tail it retains

* Nenncl's Hist. Jam,
%
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even in the eage ; legs, o brownish flesh coloue ; hind
heel, very long ; Lill, a biuish horn colonr ; eye, hazel,
I the month of June this plumage gradually changes

o a brownish yellow, like that of the female, which
has the back streaked with brownish black ; whole
lower parts, dull yellow ; bill, veddish flesh colour ; legs
and eves as in the male. The you birds retain the
dress of the female until the early part of the sneceed-
ing spring; the plumage of the female undergoes no
material change of colour.

GEXNUS X. —QUISCALUS, ViEiLL,
O, QUISCALUS FERRUGINEDS, BONATARTE,
GRACULA FERRUGINEd, WILS,
RUSTY GRAKLE.
WILFON, FLATE XXL F1G. 1l. — ADULT MALE IN SFRING.

Hene is a single species deseribed by one of the
most judicions naturalists of Great Britain no less than
five different times!—the greater part of these des-
criptions is copied by suceceding naturalists, whose
synonymes it is unnecessary to repeat : so great is the
uacertainty in judging, from a mere examination of
their dried or stulfed skins, of the particular tribes of
birds, many of which, for several years, are 1'u|1.=il.'1||l|_-,r
varying in the colours of theiv plumage, and, at different
seasons, or different agres, assuming new and very dif-
ferent appearances. Even the size is by no means a
gafe criterion, the difference in this respect between
the male and female of the same species {lnu in the one
now before us) being sometimes very considerabile,

This bird artives in Pennsylvania, from the north
cearly in October; associates with the redwings, and,
cow-pen buntings, frequents corn fields, and places
where grasshoppers are plenty ; but Indian corn, at
that season, seems to bo its principal food. [t is a very
silent bird, having only now and then a single note, or
chuel. We see them occasionally until about the

VOL. L 1 B
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middle of November, when they move off to the aulltll
On the 12th of January [ oy
these birds in the woods near l’t'h‘ﬂ‘l‘llr"ll; Virginia,
and continued to see occasional parties of them nluw'-tu
every day as 1 advanced southerly, particulaly in
South Caroling, avonnd the rice |:I*m|:e.l.mus, where
they were numerous, feeding about the hog pens, and
wherever Indian corn was to be procured.  They also
extond to a considerable distimee westward, On the
ath of March, being on the banks of the Ohio, a few
miles below the mouth of the Kentucky river, in the
midst of a heayy snow storm, a ilock of these birds
alighted near the door of the cabin where 1 had taken
shelter, several of which I shot, and found their

stomac hs, as usual, ecrammed with ludi..m corn.  BEarly /i
e

in April they pass hastily throngh Penuosylvania, on
their return to the north fo breed.

From the accounts of persons who have resided near
Hudson’s Bay, it appears that these birds arrive there
in the beginning of June, as soon as the ground is
thawed sulﬁclcntl} for them to procure their foad,
which is said to be worms and maggots ; sing with a
fine note till the time of incubation, when tln.'}r have
only a chucking noise, till the young take their flight ;
at which time they resume their song. They build
their nests in trees, abont eight feet fmm the ground,
forming them with moss and grass, and lay five eges of o
durk eolour, spotted with black. It is added, they gather
in great flocks, and retire southerly in September. *

Tl.'l.L male of this species, when in porfer.t plumage,
is nine inches in length, and fourteen in extent; at a
small distance appears wholly black ; but on a near ex-
amination is of a glossy dark green; the irides of the
eye are silvery, as in those of the pllrpl? arakle ; the
bill is black, nearly of the same form with “that of the
last mentioned species 3 the lower mandible a little
rounded, with the edges turned inward, and the upper
one furnished with a sharp bony process on the inside,

* dAretic Zoology, p. 259,

|
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exactly like that of the purple species.  The tongue is
slender, and lacerated at the tip; legs and ﬁ-u-t,'Inl,-lrl.:
amd strong; the hind claw the largest; the tail is
wlichtly rounded,  This is the eolour of the male wlhen
of full pra; bt three-fourths of these birds which wao
meet with, have the whole plumage of the breast, head,
neck, and back, tinotured with brown: every feather
being skirted with ferrnginous; over the eye is a light
line of pale brown, below that one of bluck passing
through the eye. This brownness gradually goes off
towards spring, for almost all those 1 shot in the
sonthern states were but h]i;;hl]}'-nmrlmi]. with ferrn-
sinous. The female is nearly an inch shorter; head,
neck, awd breast, almost wholly brown; a light line

){Jrl‘r the eye ; lores, black ; belly and rump, ash ; upper

nd wonder tail-coverts, skirted with brown; wines,
black, edred with rust colour; tail, Mack, olossed with
green 3 legs, feet, and bill, as in the male,

These bivds might easily be domesticated.  Several
that I hiad winged and kept for some time, becume in
a Few days quite familiar, seeming to be very casily
reconciled to confinement,

:;T: QEISCALUR FERSICOLOE, YIEILL, — GRACUELS QUISCEL Ay WiILse

FURPLE GRAKLE.
WILSEON, FLATE XXI. FIG, IV, — MALE.

Tuis noted depredator is well known to every car
ful farmer of the northern and middle states.  About the
S0th of March the |mr1|1|-. gmln’.lma visit ]“u.lmm_l,']!.‘nni:;
from the south, fly in loose flocks, frequent swamps
and meadows, and follow in the farrows after lllm
plowgh ; their food at this season consisting of worms,
grubs, and caterpillars, of which they destroy prodi-
gious numbers, as if to recompense the husbandman
beforehand for the havoe they intend to make among
liis evops of Indian corn.  Towards even they retire
to the nearest cedars and pine trees to roost, making a
continual chattering as they fly along.  On the tallest
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of these trees they generally build their nests in com-
pany, about the beginning or middle of April; some-
times ten or fifteen nests being on the sume tree.  Cae
of these nests, taken from a high pine tree, is nowy
before me. 1t measures full five inches in dinmeter
within, and four in depth; is composed ontwardly of
mud, mixed with long stalks and roots of a knotty
kind of grass, and lined with fine lent md_orse hair,
The eggs are five, of a bluish olive colonr, marked with
lurge spots and straggling streaks of black and darlk
brown, also with others of a fainter tinge. They ravely
produce more than one brood in a season.,

The trees where these birds build are often at no
great distance from the farm house, and overlook the
plantations. From thence they issue, in all directions,
and with as much confidence, to make their daily de- 4%
predations among the surrounding fields, as if the whole
woere intended for their wse alone.  Their chiel atten-
tion, however, 18 directed to the Indian corn in all its
progressive stages.  As soon as the infant blade of this
rrain begins to make its a pearance above ground, the
grakles hail the welcome signal with sereams of peculiar
satisfaction, and, without waiting for a formal invita-
tion from the proprietor, descend on the fields and
begin to pull up and regale themselves on the seed,
scattering the green blades around, While thus cagerly
employed, the vengeance of the pun sometimes over-
li;krﬂ them ; but these disasters are soon forgotten, and
thoso

who live to get away,

Heturn to steal, another duy.,
About the beginning of August, when the young ears
are in their miﬁcj' state, they are attacked with redoubled
eagerness by the grakles and redwings, in formidalile
and combived bodies. They descend like a Mackening,
sweeping tempest on the corn, dig off the external
covering of twelve or fifteen coats of leaves, as dexte-
rously as if done by the hand of man, and, having laid
bare 1the ear, leave little behind to the farmer hut the
colis, and shrivelled skins, that contained their favourite
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fare. 1 have seen fields of corn of many neres, where
more than one-hall was thus ruined.  Indeed the
formers o the immediate vicinity of the rivers Dela-
avare and Schuylkill, wenerally allow one-fourth of this
erop to thi Wackbirds, among whom our grakle comes
in for his full share. During these depredations, the
min s nr et h.‘u‘m.‘nmnng their nmmbers, which
has no other effeet on the survivers than to send them
to another field, or to another part of the same field.
This system of plunder and of retaliation continues
until November, when, towards the middle of that
month, they besin to sheer off towards the south, The
lower parts of Virginia, North and South Carolina,’
and Georgin, are the winter residences of these flocks.
Here numerons bodies, collecting torether from all
fquarters of the interior and northern districts, and
darkening the air with their numbers, sometimes form
one congrerated multitude of many hundred thousanls,
A lew miles from the banks of the Roanoke, on the
20th of Janmary, 1 met with one of those prodigious
armies of grakles. They rose from the surrounding
fields with a noise like thunder, and, descending on the
length of road before me, covered it and the fences
completely with black, and when they again rose, and,
afler a few evolutions, descended on the skirts of the
high timbered woods, at that time destitute of leaves,
they produced a most singular and striking effect ; the
whole trees for o considerable extent, from the top o
the lowest branches, seeming as if huog in mourning;
their notes and screaming the meanwhile resembling
the distant sound of a great eataract, but in mors
musical cadence, swelling and dyving away on the ear,
according to the fluctuation of the brecze. In Kentucky,
and all aloug the Mississippi, from its juncture with the
Ohio to the Balize, 1 found numbers of these birds, so
that the purple grakle may be considered as n very
general inhabitant of the territory of the United States,
Every industrions farmer complaivs of the mischief
committed on his corn by the erow blackbirds, ns the
are usually called; though, were the same means used,
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as with pizcons, to take them in clap vets, multitedes
of them might thus be destroyved ; and the products of
them in market, in some measure, indemomfly him for
their depredations.  DBut they are most numerons il
L] . L ]
most destructive at a time when the various harvests P
']

!

i

of the husbandman demand all his attention, and all his
hands to cut, cure, and take iy il so they escape
with a few swe |;H- made among them by some of the
younger Im_!.':i with the gun ; awd by the sunners from
the neighbouring towns and \'ill:igv.-i s and return from
their winter guarters, sometimes early in March, to
renew the like scenes over again,  As some consolation,
however, to the industrions cultivator, | can assure
him, that were I placed in his situation, | shonld hesitate F
whether to consider these birds most as friends or J
enemies, as they are particularly destroctive to almodt
all the noxions worms, grubs, and caterpillars, that
infest his ficlds, which, were they allowed to multiply
unmolested, would soon consnme nine-tenths of all the
production of his labour, and desolate the country with
the miseries of famine! Is not this another striking
proof that the Deity has created nothing in vain ; and
that it is the duty of man, the lord of the creation, to
avail himself of their usefuloess, and guard against
their bad effects as securely as possible, without 7in-
dulzing in the barbarous and even impious wish for
their utter extermination ?

The purple grakle is twelve inches long and eighteen
in extent; on a slizht view, seems wholly black, but

laced vear, in a mood light, the whole head, neck, and

reast, appear of a rich glossy steel blue, dark violet,
and =ilky green; the violet prevails most on the head
and breast, and the green on the hind part of the neck. ~
The back, rump, and whole lower parts, the breast
excepted, reflect a strong coppery gloss ; wing-coverts,
secondaries, and coverts of the tail, rich light violet,
in which the red prevails; the rest of the wings, and
rounded tail, are black, rlossed with steel blue. All
the above colours are extremely shining, varying as
differently exposed to the light ; iris of the eye, silvery;
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Sl more than an inch long, strong, and furnished on
the inside of the |||*|Iwr mandible with a sharp process,
like the stump of the broken blade of o peolnife, in-
w tended to assist the bird io moacerating its food ; tongue,
thin, bifid at the end, and lacerated along the sides,

The female s rather less, has the upper part of the
ligad, neck, and the back, of a dark sooty brown; chin,
breast, and belly, dull pale Lrown, lightest on the
former; wings, tail, lower parts of the back and vent,
black, with a few reflections of dark green; legs, feet,
Lill, and eyes, as in the male,

The purple grakle is easily tamed, and sings in con-
finement.  They have also i several instances been
taught to articulate some fow words wetty distinetly.

4% A singular attachment frequently takes place between
this bird and the fish hawk. The nest of this latter
is of very large dimensions, often from three to four
feet in breadth, and from four to five feet high ; com-
||1'mu||. externally, of large sticks, or fagots, among the
interstices of which sometimes three or four pair of
crow blackbirds will construct their nests, while the
hawk ts sitting or hatehing above. Here each pursnes
the duties of inenbation and of rearing their young;
living in the greatest harmony, and mutually watching
fund protecting each other’s property from depredators,

GENUS XL.—CORPLS, Lixsers,
SUBEEKUS L — CORFUS, RRISS,
L8, CORFUS CORAY. —RAVEN,
WILSON, FLATE LXXV. Fid. 1iL
A wxowLence of -this celebrated bird has been
A .
handed down to us from the earliest ages; and its
history is almost cocval with that of man,  In the bhest

and most ancient of all books, we learn, that at the
end of forty days, after the great flood had covered the
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earth, Noal, wishing to ascertain whether or no the
waters had abated, sent forth a raven, which did not
roturn into the ark.®  Tlas is the first notice that is
taken of this species.  Though the raven was declared <
unclean by the law of Moses, yvet we are 'I1I-ﬁrrlm*1.l.t
that, when the prophet Elijah provilked E]L!' enmity of
Aduab, by prophesying against lim, and bid himsell” by
the brook Cherith, the ravens were appeinted by
Heaven to bring lim his daily food.4+ The colour of
the raven has given rise to a similitude, in one of the
most beantifal of eclogues, which has been perpetuated
in all subsequent ages, and which is vot less pleasing
for being trite or proverbial. The favourite of the
roval lover of Jerusalem, in the enthusiasm of aflection,

thus describes the object of her adoration, in reply to A
-

the following question :—
What is thy beloved more than ancther beloved,
1 thow fairest among women ?
Aly bebovel is white and rudily, the chicfest ambng
Ten thousand.  His head is as the most fine gu‘ld.
His locks are bushy, and black as a raven ! §

The above-mentioned circumstances taken into con-
sideration, one would suppose that the lot of the
subject of this chapter would have been of a different
complexion from what history and tradition inform umr
is the fict. Buat in every country we are told the
raven is considered an ominous bird, whose croakings
foretell uplm'_b.-u:hing evil 3 and many i croolked beldam
has given interpretation to these oracles, of a nature to
infuse terror into a whole community. Hence this ill-
futed bird, from time immemorial, has been the innocent
suliject of vulzar oblogquy and detestation,

Aungury, or the art of foretelling future events by the
flizht, cries, or motions of birds, descended from the
Chaldeans to the Greeks, thence to the Etrorians, and
from them it was transimsitted to the Romans.d  The

* Gienesis, viil, 7. 1 1 Kings, xvii, 5, 6.
Song of Selonon, v, 8 10, 11,
!i That the seience of augury is very ancient, we learn from the
Hebrew Jawgiver, who probilets it, as well as every other kind of

DT L M e e
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erafty legislators of these celebrated ontions, from a
deep knowledge of human sature, made superstition g
wincipal feature of their religions ceremonies, well
-Lnu'-'-'m:: that it required a more than ordinary policy
to govern i ll'lllhiltlifl.'l ever liable to the fatal intfluences
of passion ; and whe, without same timely restraints,
would burst forth like a torrent, whose course is
marked by wide-spreading desolation.  Henee to the
purposcs of polity the raven was made subservient ;
andl the Romans having conseerated it to Apollo, as to
the god of divination, its flight was observed with the
greatest solemmnity ; and its tones and inflections of
voice were noted with a ision which intimated a
Lelief in its infallible prescience.

But the ancients have not been the only people
»‘;"’fllft'rlud with this species of superstition ; the moderns,
even though favoured with the light of Christianity,
have exhibited as much folly, through the impions
curiosity of prying into futurity, as the Romans them-
selves, 1t is true that modern pations have not insti-
tuted their sacred colleges or sacerdotal orders, for the

urposes of divination ; but, in all conntries, there have
Frl:-ml self-constituted augurs, whose interpretations of
omens have been received with relisions respect !.}r the
etdulous multitude, Even at this moment, in somo
parts of the world, il & raven ali illage church,
the whole fraternity is in an uproar; and Heaven is
importuned, in all the ardour of devotion, to avert the
impending calamity,

divination, Deut. ehap, xviii.  The Rowans derived their know-
ledge of angury chiefly from the Tuscans or Etrur who prac-
tisedl it in the earliest times.  This art was known in Italy before
the time of Itowmles, sinee that prince did oot commence the
Luilding of Bome till he had taken the angurics,  The successars
of Hommlus, from a convietion of the usefulness of the scicoee, aml
at the same tine pot to vender it contemptilie by hecoming ton
familiar, coplovesd the most skilful avgures fom Etruria to intros
duce the practice of it into their religious ceremonics. A, by a
decree of the sennte, swne of the youth of the Lest fumilies in
Rome were annoally sent into Tuscany to be instrueted in this art.
— Vide Ciceron, de Divin, ; also Calmet and the Ablk Banier,




R e e

o834 CORVUS CORAX.

_ The poets have taken advantage of this weakness of
buman nature 3 and, in theie hands, the raven is a fit
instrument of terror.  Shakespeare llnlru the following
malediction into the mouth of his Caliban :— e

As wicked dew, as e'er my mother brush'il,
With raven’s feather, from uowholesome fen,
nmp o Yo both ! *

The ferocious wife of Macheth, on being advised of
the approach of Duncan, whose death she had conspived,
thus exelaims :—

The raven himself is hoarse,

That croaks the fatal entrance of Dunean
Under my battlements ! 4

The Moor of Venice says,— o~

It eomes oer my memory,
As doth the raven o'er the infected house,
Boding to all. }

The last quotation alludes to the supposed habit of
this bird’s fiving over those houses which contain the
sick, whaose dissolurion is at hand, and thereby an-
nounced.  Thus Mardewe, in the Jew of Malta, as cited
by Malone : — =

The sad ing raven tolls

The mitk'::-:::f Epﬁmﬂ in her hollow beak ;
Andd, in the shadow of the silent I':Iglit.
Doth shake l:,nn!.'lgiull from her sable wing.

Bat it is the province of philozophy to dispel these
illusions which bewilder the mind, by pointing out the
simple truths which nature has been at no pains to
coneceal, but which the folly of mankind has shrouded .
in all the obseurity of mystery, r

The raven is a general inhabitant of the United
States, but is more common in the interior. On the
lakes, and particularly in the neighbourhood of the

* Tempest, act i, scene 2, + Act i seene b
§ Cthelloy act 3, scene 4,
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Falls of the Ningara river, they are numerous; and it
is n remarkable fact, that where they so abouwd, the
common crow (o eorome) seldom makes its appearance ;
being intimidated, it is conjectured, by the superior
size and strength of the former, or by an antipathy
which the two species manifest towards each other,
This I had an opportunity of observing myself, in a
Jjourney during the months of Aungust and Sepie T,
along the lakes Erie and Ontarto. The ravens were
seen every day, prowling about in search of the dead
fish which the waves are continually casting ashore,
and which afford them an abundance of a lavourite
food ; but 1 did not see or hear a single crow within
several miles of the lakes, and but very few through
the whole of the Gennesee country.

The food of this species is dead animal matter of all
kinds, uot excepting the most putrid earrion, which it
devours in common with the vultures; worms, ;_Fl'l-lhfr.
reptiles, and shell fish, the last of which, in the manner
of the crow, it drops from a consideralile hieight in the
air on the rocks, m order to break the shells; it is
fond of bird’s egmrs, and is often observed sneaking
around the farm house in search of the ezzs of the
domestic poultry, which it sucks with eagerness; it is
dikewise charged with destroying young ducks i
chickens, and lambs which have been veaned in a sickly
state, The raven, it is said, follows the hunters of deer
for the purpose of falling heir to the offal ;* and the
huntsmen are oblized to cover their same, when it is
left in the woods, with their hunting frocks, to protect
it from this thievish connoisseur, whao, if he have an
opportunity, will attack the region of the kidneys, and
mangle the saddle without ceremony.

Buffon says, that * the raven plucks out the eyes of
buffaloes, and then, fixing on the back, it tears aff the
Mesh deliberately ; and what renders the ferocity more
detestable, it is not incited by the eravings of hunger,

* This is the case in those parts of the United States where thi
deer are Linuted without dogs : where these are employed, they are
generally rewardal with the offal,
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but Ly the ulllpvtit{- for carnage 3 for it can sabsist on
frmits, seed of all kinds, and indeed may be considered
as an omnivorons animal,”  This is mere Gble, and of

a piece with many other absurdities of the same ronn- 4

cing author,

This species is found almost all over the habitable
globe. We trace it in the north from Norway to Green-
land, and hear of it in Kamtsehatka, It is common
every where in Russia and Siberia, except within the
Arctie circle;* and all through BEwrope.  Kolben
enumerates the raven among the birds of the Cape of
Good Hoped De Grandpré represents it as numerons
in Bengal, where they are said to be protected for their
uselulness ; T and the unfortunate La Pérouse saw them
at Baie de Castries, on the east const of Tartary ; like-
wise at Port des Frangois, 58° 37" north latitude, and
1397 500 west longitude ; and at Monterey Bay, Novth
California.§  The English circomnavigators met with
them at Nootka Sownd ;|| and at the Sandwich Tslands,
two being seen in the village of Kakooa; also at
Owhyhee, and supposed to be adored there, as they were
called Eatooas.¥ Our intrepid American travellers,
under the command of Lewis and Clark, shortly after
they embarked on the Columbia river, saw abundance

of ravens, which were attrcted thither by the immense

mantity of dead salmon which lined the shores #%

ey are found at all seasons at Hudson's Bay ;44 are

frequent in Mexico; 1 and it is more than probable
that they inhabit the whole continent of Ameriea.

The raven measures, from the tip of the Lill to the
end of the tail, twenty-six inches, and is four feet in
extent; the bill is large and strone, of o shining black,
notched vear the tip, and three inches long ; the ceta-
ceous feathers “‘hit:lh cover the nostrils extend half its

* Latham, t Medley's Kolben, vol. i, p, 126,
Yoy, in the Indian Oevan, p. 1458
Voy. par L F. G. De la Pérouse, i, p. 129, 203, 443
E Cook's lnsg vov. ii, p. 236, Am. od.
Idem, iii, p. 329, ** Gass's Journal, p. 153
t++ Charlevoix. Kalm. Hearne's Journey.  }} Fernander.
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Tength; the eyes ave black ; the general colour is a deep
rlossy black, with steel-blue reflections ; the lower parts
are less glossy 3 the tail is rounded, and extemds about
two inches bevond the wings; the legs are two inches
and a half in length, and, with the feet, are strong and
black ; the claws are long.

This bird is said to attain to a great age; and its
plumage to be suliject to change from the influence of
rears and of climate, 1t is found in leeland anid Greeo-
i’md entirely white,

The raven was the constant attendant of Lewis
and Clark’s party in their long and toilsome journey.
During the winter, at Fort Mandan, they were observed
in immense numbers, notwithstanding the cold was so
excessive, that on the 17th December, 1804, the ther-
_.c}nmmutcr stooid at 45" below O,

Like the crow, this species may be easily domesti-
cated, and in that state wounld aford amusement by
its familiarity, frolics, and sagacity.  Dut such noisy
and mischievous pets, in common with parrots and
monlkeys, are not held in high estimation in this quarter
of the globe ; and are geverally overlooked for those
universal favonrites, which cither gratify the eye by
the neatness or brilliancy of their plumage, or gladden
tlee car by the simplicity or variety of their song.

00, conrry CORONE, LINNEUL — CHLOW,
WILSON, FLATE XXXYI. FIG. L.

Twms is Pnr]mpa the most generally known, and least
beloved, of all our land birds ; having weither melody
of song, nor beauty of plumage, nor excellence of flesh,
nor civility of manners, to recommemnd him; on the
contrary, he is branded as o thief and o plunderer; a
kind of black-coated vagabond, who hovers over the
ficlds of the industrious, fattening on their labours;
and, by his voracity, often blasting their expectations,
Hited as he is by the farmer, watched and persecuted
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Iy almost every bearer of a gun, whoall trimmph in his
desteuctiou, had not Heaven bestowed on bim intelli-
gence and sagacity far bevowd commaon, there is renson

to believe, that the whole tribe (in these parts at least ) o

would long ago have ceased to exist.

The crow is a constant attendant on agriculture, and
a reneral inhabitant of the caltivated parts of North
America.  In the interior of the forest he 18 wore
rare, unless during the season of breeding,  He s
itmr[icularl\' attached to low flat corn conntries, lying
in the neighbourhood of the sea, or of large rivers ; and
moere numerous in the northern than southern states,
where vultures abound, and with whom the crows are
unable to contend. A strong anti |.'|t|1:|', it is also snid,
prevails between the crow and the raven, iusomuch,

that where the latter are numerous, the former rarely .

resides.  Many of the first settlors of the Gennesee
country have informed me, that, for a long time, ravens
were numerons with them, but no crows; and even
now the latter are seldom observed in that country.
In travelling from Nashville to Natchez, a distance of
four hundred and seventy miles, I saw few orno crows,
but ravens frequently, and valtures in great numbers,

The usual breeding time of the crow, in Pennsylvania,
is in March, April, and May, during which season theys
are dispersed over the woods in pairs, and roost in the
neighbourhood of the tree they have selected for their
nest.  About the middle of March they begin to build,
El'lmru]l}' choosing a high tree; though T have also

nown them prefer a middle sized cedar. One of their
pests, now before me, is formed externally of sticks,
wet moss, thin bark mixed with mossy ecarth, and lined
with large quantities of horse bair, to the amount of
more than half a pound, somg cow hair, md some wool,
forming a very soft and %lastic bed. The eggs are
four, of a {:ﬂiu green colour, marked with numerons
speeks and lotehes of olive.

During this interesting season, the male is extremely
watchful, making frequent excursions of half a mile or
30 in circuit, to recounoitre ; and the instant he observes
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a person approaching, he gives the alarm, when both
mule and female retire to a distanee till the inteader
has gone past.  He also n'gutnr].r carries food to his
Lur.m-, while she is sitting; m:ﬂﬂmn:l“}' relieves her g
antd when she returns, again resigns his post. At this
time, also, as well as until the young are able to ly,
they preserve uncommon silenee, that their retreat may
not be suspected,

It is in the month of May, and antil the middle of
June, that the crow is most destructive to the corn
tields, digging up the vewly planted grains of maize,
pulling up by the roois those that have begun to
veaetate, and thus fn'l|lll.lllll?‘ obliging the farmer to
replant, or lose the benefit of the soil ; and this some-
times twice, and even three times, occasioning a consi-

Atderable additional expense, and inequality of harvest.
No mercy is now shewn him.  The myriads of worms,
moles, mice, caterpillars, grubs, and beetles, which he
has destroved, are altogether overlooked on these
occasions, Detected in robbing the hens' nests, pulling
up the corn, and killing the young chickens, he is
considered as an outlaw, and sentenced to destruction.
But the great diffienlty is, how to put this sentence in
execution, In vain the guoner skulks along the hedges
arel fences ; his faithful sentinels, planted on some com-
manding point, raise the alarm, and disappoint vengeanee
of its object. The coast again clear, Ru returns onee
move in silence to finish the repast he had begun,
Sometimes he approaches the farm house by stealth, in
search of young chickens, which he is in the habit of
snatching off, when he can elude the vigilance of the
mother hen, who often proves too formidable for him,
A few days ago, o crow was observed eagerly attempting
to seize some yvoung chickens in an orchard, near the
room where I write ; but these clustering close round
the hen, she resolutely defended them, drove the crow
into an apple tree, whither she instantly pursued him
with such spirit and intrepidity, that he was glad 10
male a ﬁpcﬂlly retreat, and abandon his design.

The crow himself sometimes falls a prey to the
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superior strength and rapacity of the great owl, whose
weapons of offence are by far the more formulable of
the two,*®

/

= %A few vears ago,” says an obliging correspondent, ¥ ['-
resiided on the hanks of the Hislson, about seven miles from the
city of New York, Not far from the place of my residence was a
pretty thick wood or swap, in which great numbers af erows, whe
wsend 1o eross the river from the oppasite shore, were acenstomed
to roost,  Tetwrming homewand soe afternoon, from o shooting
vxeursion, | had eccasion to pass through this swunp, It was
near sunset, and troops of erows were ving i all divections over
my head.  While engaged in olserving their ﬂiflll. aml enleas
vouring to select from among them an oljeet to shoot at, wy ears
were suildenly assailed by the distressfol erice of o crow, who wis
evidently struggling under the talons of a merciles aml rapacious
encmy. | hastened to the spot whenee the sonmls provesdal, and,
to my great surprise, found 3 crow lving on the ground, just
expiring, and seatel upon the body of the yet warm aml I.ll.l_'ﬂ]l
quarry, a large brown owl, who was beginning to make a me
of the unfortunate robber of corn fields.  Perceiving my approach,
he forsook lis prev with evident reluctance, amd flew into a tree
at a little distanes, where he sat watching all my movements,
n!trrm.n.-!!.' regarding, with |un‘_=:"|.ug eviz, the vietim hie had bieen
foreed to Jeave, aml darting at me oo very friendly looks, thot
seetved to reproach me for having deprived him of his expocted
regale. 1 confess that the scene before me was altegether novel
and swrprising. 1 am but httle conversant with natural history ;
but I had alwavs undetstood, that the depredations of the ow
were confined to the smaller birds and animals of the bescer Jinf
such us miee, voung rabbits, &c. and that he obtained his prey
rather by fraud amd stratagem, than by open rapacity and violence.
T was the more confirmed in this belich, from the recollection of a
passage in Maeboth, which now forcibly occurred to my memory,
— The courticrs of King Duncan are recounting to each other the
various prodigies that precedid his death, and oue of them relates
to his wondering auditors, that

Amn eagle, towering in his pride of place,
Was by a mmuing eirf, hawk'd at aond kill'd,

But to resume my relation — That the owl was the murderer of the
unfortunate crow, there could be no doubt.  No other bird of prey
was in sight; 1 had not fired my gun sinee 1 entered the wood 5
nor heard any one el shoot ; besides, the unequivocal sitnation in
which I fuundd the partics, would have been sufficient before any
* twelve gomd men and troe,’ or a jury of crows, to have convicteld
him of lis guilt. It is proper to I.lt:?, that I avenged the death of
the hapless crow, by oowell gimed ehot at the felomons robber, that
extended him breathless on the ground.”
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Towards the close of summer, the parent erows, with
their new families, forsaking their solitary lodgings,
collect together, as i by previous agreement, when

Levening urpruiu:lms. About an hour before sunset, they
are lirst observed, flyving, somewhat in Indian file, in owe
direction, at a short height above the tops of the trees,
silent and steady, keeping the general curvature of the
eround, continuing to pass sometimes Gl after sunser,
so that the whole line of march would extend for many
miles, This cireumstanee, so familiar and picturesgue,
has not been overlooked Il}' the poets, in their f]q_'m:rip-
tions of a roral evening.  Burns, in a single line, has
linely sketched it : —

The blackening trains of eraws to their repose.
g 1

f}‘ The most noted crow roost that 1 am acquainted
with iz near Neweastle, on an island in the Delaware,
It is there known by the name of the Pen Patel, and
is i low flat alluvial spot, of a few acres, elevated but
little above high water mark, and covered with.a thick
growth of reeds.  This appears to be the grand rendez-
vous, or head—guarters, of the greater part of the crows
within forty or fifty miles of the a?mt, It is entirely
destitute of trees, the crows alighting and nestling
mfong the reeds, which by these means are broken
down and matted together. The noise ereated by those
multitudes, both in their evening assembly, and reascen-
sion in the morniog, and the depredations they commit
in the immediate veighbourhood of this great resort,
are almost incredible. Wheole fields of corn are some-
times laid waste lsi.' thounsands alighting on it at onee,
with appetites whetted by the fast of the preceding
might ; and the uwtmost vigilance is upavailing to pre-
vent, at least, a partial destruction of this their favonrite
grain. Like the stragelers of an immense, undisciplined,
and rapacious army, they spread themselves over the
fields, to plunder and destroy wherever they alight.
It is here that the character of the crow is universally
exceorated ; and to say to the man who has lost his crop
of corn by these birds, that crows are exeecdingly
YOL. 1. u
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pseful for destroving verming, would be as consolatory

as to tell him who had just lost his house awd furnitore

!Il}' the flames, that fires are excellent for destroying :
s, o
The strong attachment of the crows to this spot may ™
e illustrated by the following circumstance : Some
years ago, & sudden and violent northeast storm came

on during the night, and the tide, rising to an uncommon
Lieight, innudated the whole island.  The darkoess of
the night, the suddenvess and violence of the storm,
aml the ineessant torrents of rain that fell, it is supposed,

go intimidated the erows, that they did not attempt to
escapir, and almost all perished.  Thousands of them
were next day seen loating in the river ; and the wind,
shifting 1o the northwest, drove their dead bodies to the |
Jersey side, where for miles they blackened the wlmlc":‘\.,
shore,

This disaster, however, seems long ago to have been
repaired ; for they now congregate on the Pea Patch
in a3 immense multitudes as ever, ®

So universal is the hateed to crows, that few states
either here or in Europe, have negleeted to offer rewards
for their destruction,  In the United States, they have
been repeatedly ranked in our laws with the wolves,
the panthers, foxes, and sqquirrels, and a proportionatle
premivm offered for their heads, to be Puiti by any

Justice of the peace to whom they are delivered, On

* The following is extracted from the late number of a newspaper
prioted in that weighbourhood ;—

# The famers of Red Lion Huodred beld a meeting at the
villige of St George's, in the state of Delaware, on Momday the
Gith tnst, to receive I‘llpllh.'lli of John Deputy, on a p]an for banish=
ing or destroving the crows.  Mr Deputy's plan, being heard and  —
cousidersl, was approved, and a commitiee appointed to contract
with him, and o procure thae nevessary funds to carry the same
into effect. Mr Deputy proposes, that for five humdeal dollars he
will tn';ge tw Lill or ]-IJ-lli"'ll the erows from their roost on the
Pea Pateh, and give seeurity to return the money on failure,

“ The sum of five hundred dollars being thus required, the
committes beg leave to address the Brrmers and others of Neweastls
cunnty amd elsewhere on the sulijeet,”
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all these accounts, varions modes have been invented
for [’nllltll’ill.‘_‘: them, They have been takien in |'|:|]| nets,
._-nnunmﬂ;.' used for taking pigeons; two or three live
crows being previously proeured as decoys, or, as they
are called, stool-croms.  Corn has been steeped in 3
strong decoction of hellebore, which, when eaten by
them, produces giddiness, and finally, it is said, death,
Pieces Df{rulwr fi sl into the shape of a hollow cone,
besmeared within with birdlime, and a grain or two of
corn dropt on the bottom, have also been mlopted,
Numbers of these being placed on the ground, whero
corn has been planted, the crows, attempting to reach
the rrains, are ilL.-ct.'mtIy hoodwinloed, iy l.ﬁl'l'q'tl}" p-

waris to a great height ; but generally descend near the
spot whence they rose, and are easily taken. The rewds

of their roosting places are sometimes set on fire during
a dark night, and the gunners having previously posted
themselves cround, the crows rise in great uproar, aml,
amidst the general consternation, by the light of the
burnings, hundreds of them are shot down,

Crows have been employed to catel crows by the
following stratazem : A live crow is pinned by the
wiugﬁ lﬁm'l; to the gr{llll‘u[ on his back, by means of
two sharp, forked sticks. Thus situated, his eries are
16ud and incessant, partienlarly it any other crows are
within view, These, sweeping down about him, are
instantly grappled Ly the prostrate prisoner, by the
same instinetive impulse that urges a drowning person
to grasp at every thing within his reach. Having dis-
engared the game from his clutches, the trap is again
ready for another experiment ; and by pinning down
each captive, successively, as soom as taken, in a short
time you will probably bave a large flock screaming
above you, in eoncert with the OO [Irisoners
below,  Many farmers, however, are couteot with
hanging up the skins, or demd careasses, of erows in
their corn tields, in terrorem ¢ others depend altogether
on the gun, keeping one of their people supplied with
ammunition, nmll constantly on the look out.  In hard
winters the crows suller severcly ; so that they have
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been observed to fall down in the fields, and on the
roads, exhausted with cold and hunger.  In one of
these winters, and during a long continned deep suow,
more than six huodred erows were shot on the carcass <
of a dead horse, which was placed at a proper distanee
from the stable, from a hole of which the discharges
were made, The premivms awarded for these, with the
price paid for the quills, produced nearly as moch as the
original value of the horse, besides, as the man himseld
assured me, saving feathers suflicient for Gilling a bed.
The crow is easily raised ond domesticated ; and it
is only when thus rendered unsuspicions of, and placed
on terms of familiarity with, man, that the troe traits
of his genius and native dispozition fully develop them-
selves.  In this state he soon learns to distinguish all
the members of the family; flies towards the gate,
screaming, at the approach of a stranger; learns to open
the door by alighting on the lateh; attends regularly
.at the stated hours of dinner and breakfast, which he
appears punctually to recollect; is extremely noisy
and loguacious ; imitates the sound of varions words
pretiy lilialil].tﬂ}'; is a great thief and hoarder of eurio-
sities, hiding in holes, corners, and crevices, every loose
article he can carry off, particalarly small picees of
wetal, corn, bread, and food of all kinds 3 12 fond of tMe
society of his master, and will know him even after
a long absence, of which the following is a remarkable
instanece, and may be relied on as a fact : A very worthy
gentleman, now [1811] living in the Gennesee country,
but wheo, at the time alluded to, resided on the Dela-
ware, a few miles below Easton, had raised a crow,
with whose tricks and society he used frequently to
amuse himself. This crow lived long in the family g
but at length disappeared, having, as was then supposed,
been shot by some vagrant gunner, or destroyed by
accident.  About eleven months after this, as the gentle-
man, oue morning, in company with several others, was
standing on the river shore, a number of erows happen-
ing to pass by, one of them left the flock, and fiving
directly towards the company, alighted on the gentle-
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min's shoulder, and began to galible away with groat
volubility, as one long absent friend naturally enongh
does on meeting with another,  On recovering from
his surprise, the gentleman instantly recognized his old
acquaintanee, and endeavoured, by several eivil but
sly manamuvres, to lay hold of him; but the crow, not
altogether relishing quite so much fumiliarity, having
now had a taste of the sweets of Iilu_-rl_v, l'rllliimliljr
eluded all his attempts; and suddenly glancing his eye
on his distant companions, monnted in the air after
them, soon overtook and mingled with them, and was
never aflterwards seen to return,

The habits of the crow in his native state are =o
generally known as to require little firther illustration,
His watehfulness, and jealows sagacity in distinguishing
a person with a gun, are notorious to every one. In
spring, when he makes his appearance among the
croves and low thickets, the whole feathered songsters
are instantly alarmed, well knowing the depredations
and murders he commits on their nests, eres, and
young. Few of them, however, have the courage to
attack him, except the king-bird, who on these ocea-
sions teases and pursnes him from place to place,
diving on his back while hizh in air, and harassing him
for a great distance. A single pair of these noble
s]ﬁritmllq birds, whose nest was built near, have been
known to protect a whole field of corn from the depre-
dations of the crows, not E&rmitting ong to approach it.

The crow is eighteen inches and a half lone, and
three feet two inches in extent; the general colour is

a shining glossy blue black, with purplish reflections ;
the throat and lower paris are less glossy ; the bill and

legs, a shining black, the former two inches and a
quarter long, very strong, and covered at the base with
thick tufts of recumbent feathers; the wings, when
shut, reach within an inch aod a quarter of the tip of
the tail, which is rounded ; fourth primary, the longest §
secondaries scolloped at the ends, and minutely pointed,
by the prolongation of the shaft; iris, dark hazel,

The above deseription agrees so nearly with the
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European species, as to satisfy me, that they are the
same ; thangh the voice of ours is said to be less harsh,
not unlike the Ij:eriull__' of a small spaniel : the pointed-
ness of the ends of the tail feathers, mentioned by
European naturalists, and oceasioned by the extension
of the shafts, is rarely observed in the present species §
thongh always very observable in the secondaries,

The female differs from the male in being more dull
colonred, and rather deficient in the glossy and purplish
tints and reflections. The difference, however, is not
oreat, x

Besides grain, insects, and earrion, they feed on
firows, t:1.|l|!-n|ﬁi, small fish, lizards, and shell fish ; with
the latter they frequently mount to a great height,
dropping them on the rocks below, and descending
after them to pick up the contents. The same habit
is observable in the gull, the raven, and sea-side erow,
Many other aguatic insects, as well as marine planis,
furnish him with food ; which accounts for their being
so generally found, and &0 numerons, on the sea-shore,
and along the banks of our larre rivers,

6. coners oFFIFRICUS, WILSDN, — FISH CROW.
WILSON, FLATE XXXYIL. FId. Il

Tuis roving inhabitant of our sen-coasts, ponds, and
river shores, is much less distinguished than the fish-
hawk, this being the first time, as far as 1 can learn,
that he hoas ever been introduced to the notice of the
world.

I first met with this species on the sca-coast of
Georgia, and observed that they regularly retired to the
interior as evening approached, and came down to the
shores of the river Savanpah by the first appearance of
day. Their voice first attracted my notice, being very
different from that of the common crow, more hoarse
awd guttaral, uttered as if something stuck in their
throat, and varied into several modulations as they flew
along, Their manuer of flying was alse unlike the
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others, as they frequently sailed about, without flapping
the wings, sometlinge in the manner of the aven 3 and
I soon perceived that their food, and their mode of

k. Irrurnr]u:_. were also both dilferent @ thoir favourite

ibont the banks of the river, along Which
they vsually sailed, dexteronsly snatehing up, with their
claws, dead fish, or other garbage, that iloated on the
surfuce. At the country seat of Stephen Elliot, LEsq.
near the Oweches river, 1 took notiee of these erows
frequently perching on the backs of the cattle, like the
magpic and jackdaw of Dritain ; but never mingling
with the common erows, and differing from them in
this particular, that the latter generally retire to the
shore, the recds, and marshes, to roost, while the fish-
erow always, a little before sunset, secks the interior
high woods to repose in,

On my journey through the Mississippi territory last
year, 1 vesided for some time at the seat of my hospi-
table fricnd, D Samuel Brown, a few miles from Fort
Adams, on the Mississippi.
there, among the lofty fragrance-hreat
woods, and magnificent seenery, that adorn the luxorvinnt
face of nature in those southern regions, this species of
erow frequently made its appearance, distinguished by
thae same voice and habits it had in Georgia.  There is,
in many of the ponds there, o singular kind of lizard,
that swims about, with itz head above the surfice,
making a lond sound, not unlike the harsh jorring of
adoor. These the crow now before us would frequently
soize with his claws, as he lew along the surface, and
retire to the summit of a dead tree to enjoy his repast,
Here 1 also observed him a pretty constant attendant
at the pens where the cows were usually millied, and
much less shy, less suspicious, and more solitary than
the common crow.  In the county of Cape May, New
Jersey, 1 again met with these crows, particularly along
Ege-Harbour river; and latterly on the Seluyllill and
Delaware, near Philadelphia, during the season of shad
and herring fishing, viz. from the middle of March till
the beginming of June, A small party of these crows,

In my various excursions
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during this period, regularly passed Mr Bartron's
gardens to the high woods to roost, every evening a
little before sunset, and as regularly veturned, at or
hefore sunrise overy ulnruing_f,,' directing their conrsd
towards the viver. The fishermen along these vivers also
inform me, that they bave particularly remarcked this
erow, by his eroaking voice, and his fonduness for fish ;
almost ;fhvuz.—s hovering about their fishin
up the refuse, Of their manner of bree
say, that they separate into pairs, and build in tall trees
near the sea or river shore ; one of their nests having
been built this season in a picee of tall woods vear Mr
Bensley's, at Great Egwr-Harbour, From the cirenm-
stance of six or seven being nsually seen here together
in the month of July, it is probable that they have at
least four or five young at a time.

I ¢an find no description of this species by any former
writer. Mr Bartram mentions a bird of this tribe,
which he ealls the great sea-side crow : but the present
species is comsiderably inferior in size to the common
erow, and having myself seen and examined it in so
many and remotely situated parts of the country, and
found it in all these places alike, 1 have no hesitation
in pronouncing it to be a new and hitherto undescribed
species. s

The fish crow iz sixteen inches long, and thirty-threa
in extent : Ulack all over, with reflections of steel-blue
and purple; the chin is bare of feathers around the
hase of the lower mandible; npper mandible notched
near the tip, the edges of both turned inwards allout
the middle; eve, very small, placed near the corner of
the mouth, and of a dark lm:mi colonr ; recumbent hairs
or bristles, large and long; ear-feathers, prominent ;
first primary little more than half the length, fourth
the longest; wings, when shut, reach within two inches
of the tip of the tail ; tail, rounded, and seven inches
long from its insertion ; thighs, very loug ; legs, stout;
claws, sharp, long and hooked, hind one the largest, all
jet black., Male and female much alike,

1 would beg leave to recommend to the watehful
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farmers of the United States, that, in their honest
indignation against the common erow, they wonld spare
the present species, and not shower destroction indis-
v eriminately on their black friends and enemies ; at least
on those who semetimes plunder them, and those who

‘ never molest or injure their property.

Gl. CORFI'E COLUMNIANYS, WILL — CLARK'S cROW,
WILSON, PLATE XX. G, 1L

Tus species resembles, a little, the jackdaw of Enrope
(corvis monedula) ; but is remarkable for its formi-
dable claws, which approach to those of the faleo genus;

{ oand would seem to intimate that its food consists of
A living avimals, for whose destrnction these weapons
must be necessary.  In conversation with different in-
dividuals of the party,® I understood that this bird
inhabits the shores of the Columbia, and the adjacent
country, in great numbers, frequenting the rivers and
sep-shore, probably feeding on fish ; and that it has all
the grogarions .'1|1||j1|ois_1.' habits of the European species,
several of the party supposing it to be the same. The
following deseription was taken with particular care,
affer a1 minute examination and measurement of the
ouly preserved skin that was saved ; and which is now
deposited in Mr Peale’s museum @
his bird measures thirteen inches in length ; the
wings, the two middle tail feathers, and the interior
vanes of the next, (except at the tip, ) are black, glossed
with steel-biue ; all the secondaries, except the three
next the body, are white for an inch at their extre-
-~ mities, forming a large spot of white on that part, when
the wing is shut; the il is rounded ; yet the two
middle feathers are somewhat shorter than those ad-
joining ; all the rest are pure white, uxcullnt as already
described ; the general colour of the head, neck, and

* The exploring party, under Captains Clark aned Lewis, men-
oned at p. 168, by which this bird was discovered.
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Loy, above wmd below, is a light silky deab, darkening
almost to a dove colour on the breast and belly ; vent,
white ; claws, black, large, and hooked, particularly the

middle and hind elaw ; legs, also blaek ; bill, a dark horn

colour; iris of the eve, nuknown,

In the state of Georgia, amnd several parts of West
Florida, I discoversd a crow, not hitherto taken noticse
of by naturalists, rather larger than the present species,
but much resembling it in the form and length of its
wines, in its tail, and p:u'ti:rlllilrlr its claws, This bird
is a constant attendant along the borders of streams
and staguating ponds, feeding on small fish and lzards,
which 1 have many times seen him scize ns he swept
along the surface. A well preserved specimen of this
bird was presented to Mr Peale, and is now in his

musewm, It is highly probable, that, with these ex- "}

ternal resemblances, the habits of both may be nearly
alike,

SUBCENUS 1l = PFICd, BRISSON.
2. coRres PICA. — MAGPIE-
WILSON, PLATE XXXV, FIG, Il

Tniz bird is much better known in Europe than n
this country, where it has not been long discovered ;
although it is now fonnd to inhabit a wide extent of
territory, and in great numbers, The deseription was
taken from a very beantiful specimen, sent from the
Mandan nation, on the Missouri, to Mr Jetferson, and
by that gentleman to Mr Peale of this city, in whose
musenm it lived for several months, aud where | had an
opportunity of examining it.  On carefully comparing

it with the European magpie in the same collection, no -

material difference could be perceived.

This bird unites in its character courage and conning,
tarbulence and rapucity.  Not inelegantly formed, and
distinguished by gay as well as splendid plumage, he
has long been noted in those countrics where he com-
monly resides, and his habits and manners are there

g
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familiarly kuoown, He is partienlarly pernicious to
plantations of yonng oaks, tearing up the acorns 3 and
also to bLirds, 'lll'.'-trl'lnj'ill:: great pumbers of their eggs
il Young, even yvoung chickens, partridees, Erouse,
and pheasants, It is perhaps on this last acconnt that
the whole vengeance of the game laws has lately been
let loose upon him in some parts of Britain, as appears
by accounts from that quarter, where premivms, it is
said, are offered for his head, a5 an arch poacher ; and
penalties inflicted on all these wha r:'rm[T him to breed
on their premises,  Under the lash of such rigorous
persecution, a few years will probably exterminate the
whale tribe from the island.  He is also destructive to
gardens and orchards ; is noisy and restless, almaost
y constantly flyving from place to place ; alights on the
~rbhacks of the cattle, to rid them of the larvae that fester
in the skin; is content with carrion when nothing
better offers ; eats various kinds of veretabiles, and
devours greedily grain, worms, and insects of almost
every description. When domesticated, he is easily
taught to imitate the human veice, and to articulate
worids pretty distinetly ; bas all the pilfering habits of
his tribe, filling every chink, nook, and ereviee, with
whatever he e earry oft'; is suliject to the epilepsy,
orGome similar disorder; and is, on the wheole, a erafty,
restless, and noisy bird,

He generally selects a tall tree, adjoining the farm
house, for his nest, which is placed among the highest
branches ; this is large, composed ontwardly of sticks,
roots, turf, and dry weeds, and well lined with wool,
O Tlﬂir. :I.'l.“'] ﬁ*ﬂtllu:‘s; t!'lﬂ \1-'1“.'![" i!r Hllrrﬂ“l“l{'fl, rIH:II"f{]j
and barricaded with thorns, It"'.‘l\‘ltlg’ u|1.|?' o NITow

my entrance, The eges are usually five, of a greenish
eolour, marked with numerous black or dusky spots,
In the northern parts of Eoarope, he migrates at the
commencement ufp'-riuh-r. ‘

In this conntry, the magpie was first taken notice of
at the factories, or trading houses, on Huodson's Bay,
where the Indians used sometimes to bring it in, and
gave it the name of Heart-bird,—for what reason is




252 CORVUS PICA.

uncertain, It appears, however, to be rather vare in
that quarter.  These circumstances are taken notice of
Ly Mr Pennant and of British naturalists,

Iu 1804, the explor \
Captains Lewis and Clark, on their route to the Pacilic
Ocean across the continent, first met with the magpic
somewhere near the great bend of the Missouri, and
found that the number of these birds increased as they
advanced, Here also the blue jay disappeared ; as af
the territorial boundaries and jurisdiction of these two
noisy and voracions families of the same tribe had
been mutually agreed on, and distinetly settled.  But
the magpie was found to be far morve daring than the
Jjay, dashing into their very tents, and carvyiog oftf” the
mieat from the dishes.  One of the hunters who accom-

o party under the command of 4,

panied the expedition informed me, that they frequently T~ .

attended him while he was engaged in skinning and
cleaning the carcass of the deer, bear, or buffalo he had
killed, often seizing the meat that hung within a foot
or two of his head. Ou the shores of the Kooskoos-ke
river, on the west side of the great range of rocky
mountains, '[Im}' were found to be i‘l']ll-'li[}' HUmerons,
It is highly prabable that those vast plains or prairies,
abounding with game and cattle, frequently killed for
the mere hides, tallow, or even marrow bones, may e
one great inducement for the residency of these birds,
sofond of flesh and carrion. Even the rizorous severity
of winter in the high regions along the head waters of
Rio du Nord, the Arkansaw, and Red River, secms
insufficient to force them from those favourite haunts;
though it appears to increase their natural voracity to
a very uncommon degree. Colonel Pike relates, that
in the month of December, in the neighbourhood of the
North Mountain, N. lat. 41° W, long, 347, Reaumur’s
thermometer standing at 17° below 0, these birds were
seen in great wumbers. % Our horses,” says he,
“ were oblized to serape the snow away to obtain their
miserable pittance ; and, to increase their misfortunes,
the poor animals were attacked by the magpies, wha,
attracted by the scent of their sore backs, nliglllcd on
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them, and, in definnee of their wineing and kieking,
picked many places quite raw,  The difficulty of pro-
curing foud rendered those birds so bold, as to alight on
sour men's arms, and eat meat out of their hands"
The magpie is eighteen inches in length; the head,
neck, upper part of the breast and back, are a :I._-q_-|:.
velvety black; primaries, brownish black, streaked
along their inper vanes with white ; secondaries, rich
lmrpli--h blue; greater coverts, green blue; scapulars,
ower part of the breast and belly, white; thi;_r,m anul
vent, Inll:u-]c; tail, long; the two exterior feathers searcely
half the length of the longest, the others increasing
to the two middle ones, which taper towards their
extremities.  The colour of this part of the plu i
A wvery splendid, being rlossy rreen, dashed with blue
A bright purple; this last colour bounds the green ; nostrils,
Ceovered with a thick tuft of recumbent hairs, as are
also the sides of the mouth ; hill, legs, and fect, glossy
black. The female differs only in the less brilliancy
of her plumagze.

SUHCENUS Jl. — GANECLUS, WRISSON,

e B3, conrrE CRIEFATUS, LINX. — BLUE JAY.

WILEOX, PLATE . YIC. I,

Tuis clegant bird, which, as far as 1 ean learn, is
peenliar to North America, is distinguished as a kind
of bean among the feathered tenants of our woods, by
the brilliancy of his dress; and, like most other cox-
combs, makes himself still more conspicuous by his
T loquacity, and the oddness of his tones and gestures,

The jay measures cleven inches in lensth; the head is
ornamented with a crest of light blue or purple feathers,
which he can elevate or depress at pleasure; a narrow
line of black runs along the froutlet, rising on each
gide higher than the eye, but not passing over it, as
Cateshy has represented, and as Penpant and many

* Pike's Jowrnal, p. 170
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others have described it; back and npper part of the
neck, a fine light purple, inwhich the blue predominates;

a collar of black, proceeding from the hind head, passes,
with a grceful curve down each side of the neck tot.

the upper part of the breast, where it forms a crescent §
chin, cheeks, throat, and belly, white, the three former
slightly tinged with blue; greater wing-coverts, a rich
blue ; exterior sides of the primaries, hzht blue, those
of the secondaries, a 1I|-|-l; ||=|r|1|1~, exce]pt the fll'll‘l"l.!
feathers next the body, which are of a splendid light
blue; all these, exeept the primaries, are beantifully
barred with crescents of black, and tipt with white;
the interior sides of the wing feathers are dusky black ;
tail loner and cuneitorm, composed of twelve feathers of
a glossy light blue, marked at half inches with transverse

curves of black, each feather being tipt with white, |

except the two middle ones, which deepen into a dark
purpL* at the extremities. Dreast and sides under the
wings, a dirty white, faintly stained with purple; inside
of the mouth, the tongue, bill, legs, and claws, black ;
iris of the eve, hazel.

The blue jay is an almost universal inhabitant of
the woods, frequenting the thickest settlements as well
as the deepest recesses of the forest, where his squalling
voice often alarms the deer, to the disappointment afid
mortification of the hunter,—one of whom informed
me, that he made it a point, in summer, to kill every
joy be could meet with, In the charming season of
spring, when every thicket pours forth harmony, the
part performed by the jay always catches the ear. He
appears to be among his fellow musicians what the
trumpeter is in a band, some of his notes having no
distant resemblance to the tones of that instrument,
These he has the faculty of changing throngh a sreat
variety of modulations, according to the particular
humour he happens to be in. When disposed for
ridicule, there is searce a bird whose pecobarities of
song he cannot tune his notes to.  When engaged in the
blandishments of love, they resemble the soft chatter-
ings of a duck, and, while he nestles among the thick
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branches of the cedar, are searee heard at o few paces
distance ; but he no sooner discovers your approach
than he sets up a sudden and veliement outery, flying
off, and sereaming with all his might, as it he called
the whole feathered tribes of the bomrhood to
witness some outrageons wsage he had received. When
he hops undisturbed among the high branches of the
oak amd hickory, they become solt and musical ; and
his calls of the female a stranger would readily mistake
for the repeated sereakings of an ungreased wheels
barrow. All these he accompanies with various nods,
jerks, amd other gesticulations, for which the whole
tribe ul'lj:l_ra are o remarkable, that, with some other
peculiarities, 1l might have very well justitied the
great Swedish naturalist in forming them into a sepa-
rate genus by themselves,

The blue jay builds a larre nest, frequently in the
cedar, sometimes on an apple-tree, lines it with dry
fibrous roots, and lays five eges of a dull olive, spotted
with brown. The male is particularly caretful of not
being heard near the place, making his visits as silently
and secret Ef as possible, His favourite food is chestouts,
acorns, amd Indian corn. He oceasionally feeds on hugs
and t.':l.tﬂﬂ}illilt‘s, and sor mes pays a plundering visit
te the orchard, cherey rows, and potato pateh ; and has
been known, in times of searcity, to venture into the
barn, through openings between the weather boards.
In these eases he is extremely active and silent, and, if
surprised in the fact, makes his escape with precipita-
tion, but without noise, as if conscious of his crimi-

1y,

Of all birds he is the most bitter enemy to the owl,
No sooner his he discovered the retreat of oue of these,
than he swmmons the whole feathered fraternity to his
assistance, who surround the glimmering sofitaire, and
attack him from all sides, raising such a shout as may
be heard, io a still day, more than half a mile off. When,
in my hunting excursions, 1 have passed near this
seene of tumult, 1 have imagined to myself that 1 heard
the insulting party x'l.-ul't:l;i their respective charges




256 CORVUS CRISTATUS.

with all the virulency of a Dillingsgate mob ; the awl,
meanwhile, returning every compliment with a browl
gogeling stare.  The war becomes louder and louder,
and the owl at length, forced to betake himself to flight,
is followed by his whole train of persecutors, until
driven bey HlJ the boundaries of their jurisdiction.

But the blue jay himself is not guiltless of similar
depredations with the owl, and becomes in his torn the
very tyrant he detested, when he sneaks through the
wouds, as he frequently does, and among the thickets
and hedge-rows, plundering every nest he can find of
its errs, tearing up the callow young by piccemeal, and
spreading alarm and sorcow around him.  The eries
of the distressed parents soon bring together a number
of interested spectators (for birds in such circumstances
seem truly to sympathize with each other,) and Le is
sometimes attacked with such spirit as to be under the
necessity of making a speedy retreat.

He will sometimes assault small birds, with the inten-
tion of killing and devouring them; an instance of
which [ myself once witnessed, over a picee of woods
near the borders of Schuylkill; where I saw him
engared for more than five miontes pursning what 1
took to be a species of motacilla (m, maculose, yellow
rump,) wheeling, darting, and doubling in the air, and,
at last, to my great satisfaction, got disappointed, in the
escape of his intended prey, In times of great extremity,
when his hoard or magazine is frozen up, boried m
snow, or perhaps exhavsted, he becomes very voracions,
and will make a meal of whatever earrion or other
animal substance comes in the way, aml has been found
regaling himself on the bowels of a robin (furdus
migratorins) in less than five minutes after it was shot.

There are, however, individual exceptions to this
general character for plunder and outrage, a proneness
for which is probably often oceasioned by the wants
aud irritations of necessity, A blue jay, which I have
kept for some time, and with whom 1 am on terms of
familiarity, is in reality a very notable example of mild-
ness of disposition and sn-gmhi]jly of manners. An

e
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accident in the woods first put me in possession of this
bird, while in full plomage, and in high health and
spirits 3 I carried him home with me, and put him into
a eage already occupied by a golden-winged woodpecker
(picus auratus,) w]u'n'- hie was saluted with such rinde-
ness, and received such a drubbing from the lord of the
manor, for entering his premizes, that, Lo save his life,
I was obliged to take him out again, I then put him
into another cage, where the ouly tenant was a female
orioles spurins (bastard baltimore.) She also put on
airs of alarm, as if she considered herself endangered
and insulted by the intrusion ; the Jay, meanwhile, sat
muie and motionless on the bottom of the cage, either
dubions of his own situation, or willing to allow time
for the fears of his neighbour to subside, Accordingly,

- in a few minutes, after displaying various threatening

gestures (like some of those Indinns we vead of in their
first iuterviews with the whites,) she began to make
her approaches, but with great circumspection, amd
readiness for retreat,  Seeing, however, the jay begin
to pick up some crumbs of broken chestuuts, in a
humble and peaceable way, she also deseended, and
began to do the same; but, at the slightest motion of
her wew guest, wheeled round, and put herself on
the defensive,  All this ceremonious jealousy vanished
before evening ; and they now roost together, feed, and

lny together, in perfect harmony and good humour,
t'l’h{‘ll the jay goes to drink, his messmate very impuo-
dently jumps into the saucer to wash herself, throwing
the water 1 showers over her companion, who bears
it all patiently ; \'I‘Iitl.l'l'itlg now and then to take a sip
between every splash, without betrayiog the smallest
token of irritation.  On the contrary, he seems to take
pleasure in his little fellow-prisoner, allowing her to
pick (which she does very gently) about his whiskers,
and to clean his claws from the minute fragments of
chestnuts which happen to adhbere to them. This
attachment on the one part, and mild condescension
on the other, may, perbaps, be partly the effect of
mutual misfortunes, which are found not only to kﬁuit

VoL, 1, n




n58 CORYVUS CRISTATUS. -

mankind, but many species of inferior animals, more
closely together ; and shews that the disposition of the
blue jay may be homanized, and rvendered susceptiblo
of affectionate impressions, even for those birds which,
in a state of nature, he would have no hesitation in
makinge o meal of,

He is not only bold and vociferous, but possesses a
considerable talent for mimicry, and secms to enjoy
great satisfaction in mocking and teasing other birds,
articalarly the little hawk (r_f.' Sparverins,) imitating
I:.i.s cry wherever he sees him, and squealing out as if
canght : this soon brings a number of his own tribe
around him, who all join in the frolie, darting about
the hawk, and feigning the ecries of a bird sorely
wonnded, and already miavr the clutches of its devourer;
while others lie concealed in bushes, ready to second
their associates in the attack. But this ludicrous farce
often terminates tragically, The hawk, singling out
one of the most insolent and provoking, sweeps upon
him in an unguarded moment, and offers him up a sacri-
fice to his hunger and resentment.  In an instant the
tune is changed ; all their buffoonery vaunishes, and loud
and incessant screams proclaim their disaster.

Wherever the jay has had the advantage of educa-
tion from man, he has not only shewn himself an a=t
scholar, but his swavity of manners scems equalled
only by his art and contrivances; though it must be
confessed, that his itch for thieving keeps pace with all
his other acquirements. Dr Mease, on the authority
of Colonel Postell, of South Caroling, informs me, that
a blue jay which was brought up in the family of the
latter gentleman, had all the tricks and loquacity of a
parrot ; pilfered every thing he could conveniently
carry off, and hid them in holes and crevices ; answered -
to his mame with great sociability, when ecalled on;
could articulate a number of words pretty distinetly;
and, when he heard any uncommon noise, or loud I:d{-
ing, seemed impatient to contribute his share to the
general festivity (as he probably thought it) I|£ a
display of all the oratorical powers he was possessed of
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Mr Bartram relates an instance of the jay's samacity,
worthy of remark. “ Having caught n juy i the
winter season,” says he, “ | turned him loose in the
rrcen-house, and fed him with corn, (zea, maize,) the
hvnﬂ. of which they are Very fond of. This srain iug
vipe and hard, the bird at first found a difficulty in
breaking it, as it would start from his bill when he
struck it.  After looking about, and, as if considerin
for a moment, he picked up his grain, carried an
placed it close up in a corner on the shelf, between the
wall and a plant box, where, being confined on three
sides, he soon eflected his purpose, aud continued
afterwards to make use of this same practical expedient.
The jay,” continues this judicions olserver, * is one of

i eful agents in the economy of nature, for
disseminating forest trees, and other ruciferous and
hard-seeded vegetables on which they feed.  Their
chiefl employment, duoring the antumunal season, is
foraging to supply their winter stores. In performing
this necessary duty, 'Ihl-}r ﬂrup abundanee of seed n
their flight over ficlds, hedges, and by fences, where
they alight to deposit them in the post holes, &e. Tt
is remarkable what numbers of voung trecs rise up
in fields and pastures after a wet winter and spring,
“These birds alone are capable, in a few years' time, to
replant all the cleared lands" *

e blue jays seldom associate in any consideralle
numbers, except in the months of September and
October, when they hover about, in seattered parties of
from forty to filty, visiting the oaks, in search of their
favourite ncorns. Al this season they are less shy than
usual, and keep chattering to each other in a vanety of
strange and quernlous notes. 1 have connted Gfty-three,
but never more, at one time; and these gencrally
following each other in strageling irregularly from one
range of woods to another.  Yet we are, told by the
learned Dr Latham, — and his statement has been copied
into many respectable Enropean publications,-— that the

* Letter of Mr William Dartram to the suthor,
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blue jays of North America © often unite into flocks of
twenty thonsand at least | which, alighting on a field of
ten or twelve acres, soon lay waste the whole™™*  IF
this were really so, these birds would justly deserve the
character he -_firnl-.-'- them, of In'illg the most destructive
gpecies in America.  But T will yenture the assertion,
l}mt the tribe orioles phanicens, or red-winged black-
birds, in the environs of the river Delaware alone,
devour and destroy more Indian corn than the whele
Blue jays of North America.  As to their assembling
in such immense multitudes, it may be sufficient to
observe, that a flock of Llue jays of twenty thousand
would be as extraordinary an appearance in America, ns
the same number of I:Ltil.gpii:ai or cuckoos would be in
DBritain.

It has been frequently said, that numbers of birds are
common to the United States and Europe ; at present,
however, [ am not certain of many. Comparing the
best deseriptions anid delineations of the Enropean ones
with those of our vative birds, said to be of the same
gpecies, either the former are very erroncouns, or the
difference of plumage and habits in the latter justifies us
in considering a great pruimrtiau of them to be really
distinet species.  Be this, however, as it may, the blue
jay appears to belong exclusively to North America. &
cannot find it meotioned by any writer or traveller
among the birds of Guiana, Brazil, or any other part of
South America. It is equally unknown in Africn. In
Europe, and even in the eastern parts of Asia, it is never
geen 1 its wild state. To ascertain the exact limits
of its native regions, would be difficult. Tlese, it is
highly probable, will be found to be bounded by the
extremties of the temperate zone, Dr Latham has in-
deed asserted, that the blue jay of America is not found
farther north than the town of Albany.4 This, how-
ever, is a mistake. They are common in the castern

* Synopsis of Birds, vol. i. p. 887, See also Encyclopadia
Britannica, art. Corvus.
1+ Synapsis, vol. L. p. 387,
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States, and are mentioned by De Belknap in his enume-
ration of the birds of New Hampshire.* They are
also wvatives of Newfoundland, I mysell have seen
them in Upper Canada.  Blue jays and yellow birds
were found by Mre M Kenzie, when on his Journey
aeross the continent, at the head waters of the Un-
jimah, or Peace river, in N, lat. 54% W. lon. 1217, on
the west side of the great range of stony mountaing,
Steller, who, in 1741, accompanied Captain Belring
in his expedition, for the discovery of the northwest
coast of America, and who wrote the journal of the
voyare, relates, that he himsell went on shore near
cape St Elias, in lat. 538" 28 W, lon. 141° 46¢, according
to his estimation, where he observed several species of
birds nol kaown in Siberia ; and one, iun particnlar,
described by Cateshy, under the name of the quw Jay.t
Mr William Bartram informs me, that they are nmnerous
in the peninsala of Florida, and that he also found them
at Natchex, on the Mississippi.  Captain Lewis and
Clark, and their intrepid companions, in their memo-
rable expedition across the continent of North Amerien
to the Pacific ocean, continued to see blue jays for six
hundred miles up the Misséuri.§  From these aceonnts
it follows, that. this species occupics, gencrally or
partially, an extent of country stretching Ilr'\\'ill‘l s of
seventy degrees from east to west, and more than thirty
degrees from north to south ; thongh, from local eir-
cumstances, there may be intermediate tracts, in this
immense range, which they seldom visit,

* History of New Fompshire, vol. fii. p. 163,

4 Voyages from Muntreal, &eo pe 216, dto. Lowdon, 1801,
Spee Srevren’s Journal, apud Pallus,

2} This fact 1 had from Captain Lewis,
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64. cORFUS CANADENEIR, LINNEUS, — CANADA JAY.

%
WILSON, PL. XXL FIfd, L =—EMYXHEULGH COLLEGE MUSEUM. o
Were [ to adopt the theoretical reasoning of a ecle-
brated French natoralist; [ might pronounce this bivd
te be a debased descendant from the common blue joy 5
of the United States, degenerared by the iulluence of :

the bleak and chilling rexions of Canada; or perhaps
a spurious production between the blue jay and the
cat-bird ; or, what would be more congemial to the
Count’s ideas, trace its degradation to the circumstance
of migrating, some thousand years ago, from the genial

shores of Europe,—where nothing like degenceracy or "%»-.,_
degradation ever takes place among any of God's
creatures. | shall, however, on the present oceasion,
content myself with stating a few particulars beiter
supported by facts, and more consonant to the plain
homespun of common sense,

This species inhabits the country extending from
Hudson’s Bay, and probably farther north to the river
&St Lawrence ; also, in winter, the inland parts of the
district of Maine, and northern tracts of the States o
Vermont and New York., When the season is very
severe, with deep snow, they sometimes advance farther
south ; but gencrally return northward as the weather
becomes more maild.

The character given of this bird by the people of
those parts of the country where it iuhabits, is, that it
feeds on black moss, worms, and even flesh; when
near habitations or tents, pilfers every thing it can come
at; is bold, and comes even into the tent, to eat meat
out of the dishes; watches the hunters while baiting
their traps for martens, and devours the bait as soon as
their backs are turned ; that they breed early in spring,
building their nests on pine trees, forming them of
sticks and grass, and lay blue eggs ; that they have two,

lz—:r__:__._......, T - PRE— —
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varely three young at a time, which are at first quite
black, and continue so for some time ; that they ﬂ}- in
pairs; lay up hoards of berries in hollow trees; are

. seldom seen .!:ml:ar_'r. unless near houses ; are n kind
©of mock-bird; and, when caught, pine away, though

their appetite never fails them ; notwithstanding all
which ingenuity and good qualities, they are, as we are
informed, detested by the natives. *

The only individuals of this species I ever met with
in the United States were on the shores of the
Mobawk, a short way above the Little Falls. It was
about the last of November, and the ground deeply
covered with snow. There were three or four in
mm]mn{', or within a small distunce of each other,
flitting leisurely along the roadside, keeping up a kind
of low chattering with one another, and seemed nowise
apprehensive at my approach. 1 soon secured the
whole. On dissection, | found their stomachs oceupied
by a few spiders, and the aureline of some insects, 1
could |]mn:ri1.':r no difference between the plumage of
the male and female.

The Canada jay is eleven inches long, and fifteen in
extent ; back, wings, and tail, a dull leaden gray, the
latter long, cuneiform, and tipt with dirty white ; interior
sanes of the wings, brown,and also partly tipt with white;
plumage of the head, loose and prominent ; the forehead
andl feathers covering the nostril, as well as the whole
lower paris, a dirty brownish white, which also passes
round the bottom of the neck like a collar ; part of the
arown and hind head, black ; bill and legs, also blaclk ;
eye, dark hazel. The whole plumage on the back is
long, loose, unwebbed, and in at abundance, as if to
protect it from the rizours of t{::rvgiu:m it inhabits,

A gentleman of observation, who resided for many
years near the North River, not far from Hudson, in
the State of New York, informs me, that he has par-
ticularly observed this bird to arrive there at the com-

* Heanxy's Journey, p. 405.
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mencement of cold weather; he las often remarked:
its solitary habits ; it scemed to seek the most unfre=

nented, shaded retreats, keeping almost constantly on

e gronwd, yer would sometimes, towards evening, |
mount to the top of a small tree, and vepeat its notess
{which a little resemble those of the baltimore,) for a
quarter of an hour together ; and this it generally did
immediately before suow, or falling weather,
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Tne plumage of these birds is of an exquisitely fine
and silky texture, lying extremely smooth and g{un-s}',
Notwithstanding the name chatterers given to them,
they are perhaps the most silent species we have;
making only a fecble, lisping sound, chiefly as they
rise or alight. They fly in compact bodies, of from
twenty to tifty ; and 1|.5|1:1||f‘ alight so close together on
the same tree, that one half are frequently shot down
@t a time. In the months of July and August, they
collect together in flocks, and retire to the hill parts
of the State, the Blue Mountains, and other collateral
ridges of the Alleghany, to enjoy the fruit of the
vaceininm wliginosuem, whortleberries, which grow there
in great abundance ; whole mountains, for many miles,
being almost entirely covered with them ; and where,
in the month of August, I have myself found the cedar
birds numerous. In October they descend to the lower,
cultivated parts of the country, to feed on the berries
of the =sour gum, and red cedar, of which last they are
immoderately fond ; and thirty or forty may sometimes
be seen fluttering among the branches of one small
cedar tree, plucking off the berries. They are also
found as far south as Mexico, as appears from the

i
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accounts of Fernandez, Seba,* and others.  Fernandes
saw them near Tetzeuco, and calls them cogquanion! ;
says they delight to dwell in the mountainous parts of |
the country; and that their flesh and song are both
indifferent.+  Maost of our epicures here are, however,
of a different opinion, as to their palatableness ; for, in
the fall and begioning of summer, when they become
very fat, they are in considerable esteem for the table ;
and great numbers are brousht to the market of Phila-
delphia, where they are sold from twelve to twenty-five
cents per dozen.  During the whole winter and spring
they are occasionally seen ; and, about the 25th of May,
appear in numerous parties, making great havoc among
the early cherries, selecting the best and ripest of the
fruit. Nor are they easily intimidated by the presence
of Mr Scarecrow; for [ have seen a flock deliberately
regaling on the fruit of = loaded cherry tree, while on
the same tree one of these guardian angels, and a very
formidable one too, stretched his stiffened arms, and
displayed his dangling legs, with all the pomposity of
agthority ! At this time of the season most of our
resident birds, and many of our summer visitanis, are
sitting, or have voung; while, even on the 1st of June,
the egrs in the ovary of the female cedar bird are no
larger than mustard seed; and it is generally the Sti
or 10th of that month before they begin to build,
These last are eurious circnmstances, which it is diffi-
cult to aceount for, unless iy supposin;_:, that incubation
is retarded by a scarcity of soitable food in spring,
berries and other fruit being their usual fare.  Tn May,
before the cherries are ripe, they arve lean, and little
else is found in their stomachs than a few shrivelled
cedar berries, the refuse of the former season, and a
few fragments of beetles and other insects, which do
oot appear to be their common food; but in June,

* The figure of this bind, in Seba's voluminous work, is too
wrebched for eriticisin ; it 35 there called % Oiseau Xomaotl,
d " Amerique, hupé”  Sch. ii. p. 66, t. 65, fig. 5.

+ Hist. Av. 5!'#:'. Hisp, b3,

3
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while cherries and strawberries abound, they become
extremely fat; and, about the 10th or 12th of that
month, disperse over the countrey in pairs to breed ;

| sometimes fixing on the eedar, but generally choosing

S ihe orchard for that purpose. The nest is large for the

sige of the bird, ixed in the forked or horizontal branch
of an apple tree, ten or twelve Feet from the ground ;
ountwardly, and at bottom, is laid o mass of coarse dr
stalks of grass, and the inside is lined wholly wit
very fine stalks of the same material. The eggs are
three or four, of a dingy Muish white, thiclk at the great
end, tapering suddenly, and becoming very narrow at
the other; marked with small ronudish spots of black
of various sizes and shades ; and the great end is of a
pale dull [;ul ple tinge, marked hkewise with touchies of
various shades of purple and black.  About the last
weel in June the yvoung are hatched, aud are at lirst
fed on inseets and their lurw- ¢ but, as ll]l""}" advance in

rowth, on berries of various ]‘m:hd These facts [
ﬁ'ue mysell been an eye witness to, The female, if
disturbed, darts from the nest in silence to a consider-
able distance ; no notes of wailing or lamentation are
heard from cither parent, nor are they even seen, not-
withstanding you are in the tree examining the nest
azd young, These nests are less frequently found than
many others, owing, not only to the comparatively few
numbers of the bieds, but to the remarkable muteness
of the species. The season of love, which makes almost
every other small bird musical, has no such effect on
them ; for they continue, at that interesting period, as
silent as before, }

This species is also found in Canada, where it is
called recollet, probably, as Dr Latham supposes, (rom
the colour and appearance of its crest resembling the
hood of an order of friars of that denomination ; it has
also been met with by several of our voyvagers on the
northwest coast of America, and appears to have an
extensive range,

Almost all the ornithologists of Europe persist in
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considering this bird as a variety of the Europemi 11
chatterer, (a. garrulis,) with what justice or propriety
mere comparison of the twa will 1I|-t{-rmlkl!1': The Furo
ean species is very nearly twice the oubic bulk of onrs;
s the whole lower parts of an noiform dark vinous ™
bay ; the tips of the wings streaked with lnteral bars of
yellow ; the nostrils, covered with bristles ; * the feathers
on the chin, loese and tufted ; the wings, black ; and
the markings of white and black on the sides of the
head different from the American, which is as follows : L
— Length, seven inches, extent, cleven inches ; head,
neck, breast, upper part of the back and wing-coverts,
a dark fawn colour; darkest on the back, and brirhtest
on the front; head, ornamented with a high pointed,
almost upright, erest; line from the nostril over the
eve to the hind head, velvety black, bordered above Jr— =
with a fine line of white, and another line of white !
aszes (rom the lower mandible; ehin, black, E_rml]u,u_llr
Eri;hts-nin_:,f into fawn colour, the feathers there lying
extremely close; bill, Mack ; npper mandible, nearly
triangular at the base, without bristles, short, rounding
at the point, where it is deeply notched ; the lower
scolloped at the tip, and turning up ; tongue, as in the
rest of the menus, broad, thin, cartilasi lacorated
at the end; belly, yellow; vent, white; wings, dfp
slate, except the two secondaries next the body, whoseo
exterior vanes are of a fawn colour, and interior ones,
white ; forming two whitish strips there, which are
very conspicuous; rump and I:lii-l'!‘u’trr!s, ale light
Blue ; tail, the same, rradually d1'1.‘p1'ui1lg it }Jl.'wl:, and
tipt for half an inch with rich yvellow. Six or seven;
amd sometimes the whole nine, secondary feathers of
the wings, are ornamented at the tips with small red
oblong appendages, resembling red sealing-wax ; these
appear to be a prolongation of the shafts, and to be
intended for preserving the ends, and consequently the
vanes, of the quills, from being broken and worn away

* Turton.
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by the almost continual fluttering of the bird among
thick brauches of the cedar. The feathers of those
{ birds, which are without these appendages, are uni-
“formly found ragged on the edges; but smooth and
F’,'-pﬂﬁ,.:t in those on whom the marks are full and
numerons, These s ar marks have been usually
considered as belong g to the male alone, from the
circumstanee, perhaps, of finding female birds without
them. They are, however, common to both male and
female, Six of the latter are now lying before me,
each with large and vumercus clusters of cors, andl
lln'l.'illg the waxen :ll}ll{'l!{l:tgﬂ'\ in full Yq-rrlﬂ'tiim. The
young birds do wot reccive them until the second fall,
_ when, in moulting time, they may be scen fully formed,
1 as the feather is developed from its sheath, 1 lave
<= once or twice found a solitary one on the extremity of
l\ one of the tml feathers, The eye is of a dark lpﬂ:mql
colour ; the legs and claws, black ; the inside of the
mouth, orange ; gap, wide; and the cullet capable of
such distension as often to contain twelve or ftcen
cedar berries, and serving as a kind of eriw to prepare
them for digestion. No wonder, then, that this glutton.
ous bird, with such a mass of food almost continually
in its throat, should want both the inclivation and
~wers for vocal III{'IUJJ‘, that which would seem to
Eehug to these only of less gross and voracious habits,
The chief difference in the plumage of the male and
female consists in the dulness of the tints of the latter,
the inferior appearance of the crest, and the narrowness
of the :.'l'"uh bar on the lip of the tail,

Though 1 do not flatter myself with being able to
remove that prejudice from the minds of foreigners,
whieh has made them look on this bird, alse, as a

é\ degenerate and not a distinet species from their owng
yet they must allow that the change has been ve
great, very uniform, and universal, all over Nort
America, where 1 have never heard that the European
species has been found ; or, even if it were, this would

+ ouly shew more clewrly the specific dilference of the
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two, by proving, that climate or food could never have
'prodm:m these differences in either L"-'Il'll'-‘l'l Loth retain
them, though confined to the same climate. -

But it is not only in the colour of their plumage that:
these two birds differ, but in several important partien-
lars, in their manners and habits, The breeding place
of the Enropean specics is absolutely unkoown ; sup-
posed to be somewhere about the polar regions; from
whenee, in winter, they make different and very irre-
gular exenrsions to different parts of Eanvope; seldom Y
advancing farther south than the vorth of England, in -
lat. 54 = N, and so irregularly, that many years some- E
times elapse between their departure und reappearance ; 1
which, in more superstitions ages, has been supposed to :

ortend some great national ealamity. On the other !
iand, the American species inhabits the whole uxtcusim'ﬁm-l‘
range between Mexico and Canada, and perhaps much
farther both northerly and southerly, building and ;

rearing their young in all the intermediate regions, often a
k.
¥
i

L

in our gardens and orchards, within a few yards of our
houses, Those of our fellow-citizens who have still
any doubts, and wish to examine for themselves, ma
sec beautiful specimens of both birds in the sumrg
collection of Mr Charles W. Peale of Philadelpuia,
whose magnificent musenm is indeed a national blessiag,
and will be a lasting honour to his memory.

In some parts of the country they are called erown
birds; in others cherry birds, from their fondness for
that fruit. They also feed on ripe persimmons, small
winter grapes, bird cherries, and a great variety of other
fruits and berries,  The action of the stomach on these
secds and berries does not seeri to injure their vegetative
powers; but rather to promote them, by imbeddi
them in a caleareous case, and they are thus transporte
to and plauted in various and distant parts by these
little birds. In other respects, however, their useful-
pess to the faurmer may be questioned; and in the -
general chorus of the feathered songsters they can
scarcely be said to take a part. We must, therefore,

2
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rank them far below many more homely and minute
warblers, their neighbours, whom Providence seems to
have formed, both as'allies to protect the property of
the husbandman from devouring insects, and as musi-
cinng to cheer him, while engaged in the labours of the
field, with their innocent and delightful melody,

L END OF YOLUME FIRST.
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