Jhaw Casuarina equisetifolia L. Casuarinaceae

Casuarina equisetifolia, doesn't have a specific mythological significance. However, the
species name "equisetifolia" is derived from the Latin word for "horse hair-leaved," referencing the
fine, drooping twigs establishing a mythological element in some interpretations, as horses have a
rich mythological history in various cultures. Apart from mythology, it has cultural and traditional
uses in many regions, particularly in Australia and parts of Asia, where it is used for firewood,
construction, and traditional medicines. In some cultures, the roots and barks of stem have been
used traditionally for the treating of ailments like dysentery, diarrhoea, and stomachaches. C.
equisetifolia, has symbiotic relationships with bacteria in their root nodules, which help them
convert atmospheric nitrogen into a usable form, contributing to soil fertility. Besides, the
whistling sound made by the wind blowing through its canopy has led to local names like "Gaali

mara," meaning "Wind tree".
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