Rudrapalash : Spathodea campanulata P. Beauv. Bignoniaceae

Spathodea campanulata (Family Bignoniaceae), is a large sized tree also known as “Rudra
palash” in Bengali. It is associated with Holi, the festival of colours, in India. This tree is of African
origin (variously known as African tulip tree, Flame tree, Fountain tree, Nandi flame, Squirt tree)
and holds an important place in African tribal culture. Its flowers are regarded as a symbol of
protection and are believed to ward off evil spirits when hung on doors with string. The twigs of this
tree are used by traditional healers as wands and are believed to bear magical properties. This tree
has many more ethnobotanical qualities, ranging from medicinal properties to heal wounds to toxic
principles used in poison tipped arrows. It is associated with Lord Krishna, and its hollow inflated
calyx of the flowers are used to make water guns during Holi celebrations in Maharashtra. It is now

grown in avenue plantation for its beautification.
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