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ISNRL RO DI T O N

IN the preface to my seven volumes on the Birds of Australia, published just twenty years
ago, I ventured an opinion that although the work comprised every species known to inhabit
that vast country up to the date of its completion, each new district that might be explored
would probably afford additional species ; this prediction has been fully verified, and I have now
the gratification of completing a Supplemental volume, containing figures and deseriptions of

the novelties that have been obtained during the interval between 1848 and 1868, YWere |

asked if 1 think there are many more undescribed birds yet to be discevured in that great

¥

southern land, I should answer in the affirmative, and add my belief: glmt.-,:i';‘.r expdoration

L

proceeds and fresh colonies are established, new birds will be brought ter Jigght .- *}ﬁ'fiu:i'iit:r I

P T

may be permitted to see these novelties, and to produce a second Supplementary volume, must
depend upon the will of that High Power which has enabled me to devote so large a part of my
life to the illustration of one of the most beautiful of its manifold creations. If the blessing
of health be continued to me, I trust I shall not be found wanting in energy or desire to do
justice to the delineation and deseription of any novelties that may be discovered, it being as
much a labour of love to be thus engaged now as when ardour and vouth went hand in hand

during my visit to the distant country one portion of whose natural productions I trust I

have not in vain attempted to illustrate.

It might naturally have been supposed that the newly explored regions, distant as they

are from the old and well-trodden tracts, would present us with some new genera as well as
new species ; and this has been the case,

Australia proving to be very persistent, the forms of which it is composed being much

the same in the north as in the south. It is true that there are a few exceptions to this law ;

and exceptions they are in the strictest sense of the word. The most 1mportant addition to

but only to a limited extent, the ornithology of



v INTRODUCTION.

our knowledge of Australian Birds is the discovery of a fine species of Cassowary in the rich
colony of Queensland, a district in which have also been found many other interesting species
; U R SO e I, - ; : T B e :

such as Tanysiptera Sylvia, Pitta Muackloti, Orthonyz Spaldingi, and the beautiful Ptiloris

= g T e . " -
magnifica. Western and Southern Australin have presented us with the extraordinary Geo-

psittacus occidentalis ; Northern Australia is no less conspicuous in her novelties, since 1t 1s the
home of the lovely Malurus coronatus, us the central portion of the country is of the Polytelis

Alexvandre, and the south-eastern coast of the Menura Alberts.

As in the preceding seven volumes, so also in this Supplement, I have not strictly
confined myself to the ornithological productions of Australin and its islands, but have given
figures and deseriptions of some few birds from other, but not distant localities, which appeared
to me of surpassing interest ; as instances in point, 1 may cite among others the inclusion in
the former volumes of the extraordinary Didunculus of the Samoan Islands and the two species
of Apteryx (4. Australis and A. Owent) of New Zealand, and in the present volume some
equally interesting novelties from the latter country, such as Seeloglauz albifacies, Nestor
Esslingi, N. notabilis, Strigops habroptilus, and the now nearly extinct Notornis Mantelli. A
fow new birds from Lord Howe's and Norfolle Island are also figured for the first time ; while
the countries northward of those islands are repre sented by two important struthious birds, the
Casuarius Bennettii and C. uniappendiculatus, of which I could not resist the temptation to give
figures, more especially as opportunities oceurred for delineating them from life; by which
means their heads have been reprcseuted of the natural size, and the colouring of their soft

parts with strict fidelity, which could not otherwise have been done.

— —

Note.—Mr. James Cockerell, who has spent two or three seasons in the Cape-York district, believes that
my Malurus amabilis and M. hypolencus are male and female of the same species, for he has seeu and shot them
in company many times—the M. amabilis being the male, and M. .Fa_e,.rjmfmrrr‘rs 1h¢f female. ”. this shou!r:l prove to
be the case, it will be contrary to what I have hitherto believed to be an uwarmhlu la\:r with these birds; for 1
have always supposed the females of the variegated Maluri, like the Common bupnfrb W a_rbl{:r (M ahm.:s cyaneus ),
to be of a nearly uniform brown, that the males have a breeding and nnn-bree'tlmg .at_nrr:, and that in the latteir
dress their appearance is Very <imilar to that of the females. If Mr. Cockerell's opmion be correct, then both

males and females of the Cape-York bird will carry in winter the kind of plumage shown in my figure of M. hypo-

lewcus on the 22nd Plate of this Supplement.

August 1st, 1869.
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PTILORIS VICTORI A, Gould.
Victoria Rifle Bird.

Pliforiz Vietorie, Gould in Proe. of Zool, Soc.. 1849, p. 111, Aves pl. xii

Tug {Ilht.'lﬂ'l':l‘_‘r' of a new and beautiful Rifle bird has enabled me to fulfil & wish 1 had long entertained, of
dedieating to our most gracions Queen one of the loveliest of the ornithological E:rntl:u-ih.un of her anti-
podal dominions 3 and T had therefore no ordinary pleasure in naming the present species Fietorier, as a
Just tribute of respect for the many virtues whieh have endeared Her Majesty to all classes of her subjeets,
ant as some shicht ackuowledoment on my part of her kindness and liberality in permitting me to flv:.licam*
to her my great work on the “ Birds of Australia.’

The Ptiloris Iictorie is one of the many novelties which have rewarded the researches of Mr. MacGilli-
vray, the able Nataralist of the late expedition of HLM.S. Rattlesnake.  The value of its acguisition is greatly
enhanced by the notes he has recorded of its habits ; which are particularly interesting to myself, inasmuch
as they tend to confirm the opinion I have expressed in the Introduction as to the alliance of the mem-
bers of this genus to the Climacteres. The present species is smaller in all its admeasurements than the
Ptiloris paradisea, but is still more resplendent in colour; it may be distinguished by the purple of the
hireast |||‘L*-'+.'HE11:;:' the appearance of a broad peetoral band, bounded above by the scale-like feathers of the
throat, and below by the abdominal band of deep oil-green, and also by the broad and much-lengthened
flank feathers which show very conspicuously.

It appears to be strietly an inhabitant of the north-eastern portion of Australia, and the chain of islands
lying between the Barrier Reef and the mainland. The following notes respecting it have been transmitted
to me by Mr. MacGilliveay :—

“T'his bird was seen by us during the survey of the N.E. coast of Australia on the Barnard Isles, and
on the adjacent shores of the mainland at Rockingham Bay, in the immediate vicinity of Kennedy's first
camp.  On one of the Barnard Isles (No. IIL in lat. 17° 43 8.) which is covered with dense brush I found
the Victoria Rifle Bird (supposed at the time to be the P. paradisea), in considerable abundance.  Females
and voung males were common, but rather shy: however, by sitting down and quietly watching in some
i‘zn'm.u'ii::.lm‘:tlilr, one or more would soon alight on a limb or branch, run along it with great celerity, stop
abruptly every ]‘H'J'l.'l.' and then to thrust its beak under the loose bark in search of insects, and themw fly off as
suddenly as it had arrived.  Oceasionally I have seen one anxiously watching me from behind a branch, its
head :m.il neck only being visible. At this time (June) the young males were very pugnacious, and upon
one oceasion l!m'c‘ of them were so intent upon their quarrel that they allowed me to approach sufficiently
near to kill them all with a single charge of dust shot. The adult males were comparatively rare, always
solitary and very shyv. I never saw them upon the trees, but only in the thick bushes and masses of elimbing
plunrs‘hvlu'ulh Irhvu;_: on deteeting the vieinity of man they .HllrllL'rillt:llL‘!:-' ﬁlllliﬁ%‘[l off among the branches to-
wards the oppoesite side of the thicket and flew ofl’ for a short distance. I }iul not ohserve T]J{'[Tl to utter
anv call or erv: this, however, may have arisen from my attention not having been so much directed r-;._
II|:~||| as 10 11;}1 -I‘m““hw and young males, which I was more anxions to procure, the very different style of
iheir colonring having led me to believe they were a new species of Pomatorhinus.” : 1 Y

The male has the seneral plumage rich deep velvety black, glossed on the upper surface, !-'»I[li_‘:'-t_{i _liu_-
neck, chin and breas with plum-colour feathers of the head and 1I|ruuf small, scale-like, and of a S!““:",g.:
motallic bronzy green ; feathers of the abdomen very much developed, of the sawe |=uc.us the upper bll.l'fcii_{..,
: (Al mareined with rich deep olive-green, that the colouring of the basal postion of

but each feather so bro: ring ‘ -
: bdominal band, which is sharply defined above,

the feather % hidden, and the olive-green forms a broad a

il-fes s rich shin stallic eree . remainder deep black ; bill
but irrecular below ; two centre tail-feathers rich shining metallic green, the ¢ I :

and feet black.

The female has all the upper surface r;rv.:;h.ls brown, . 1
- cach eve a superciliary stripe of
in.:l{:r of the under surface, under wing-coverts, and the base
each feather with an irregular spot of brown near the

tinged with olive; head and sides of the neck dark

] i i<l brown ; ovel bufl; wing-feathers edged with
brown, striated with grevish brown: o

chin and throat pale buff; rema
bs of the quills rich deep reddish bull,
the form of irregular bars ; bill and feet black.

ferruginous ;
of the inner we
up, dilated on the flanks nto ,
ales and a female of the natural size.

The Plate represents two m
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PTILORIS MAGNIFICA.

Magnificent Rifle Bird.

Le Promefil, Levaill. Ois. de Parad. p. 36. pl. 16.

i '”!L“‘i Illﬁ ] J”I”“J'.f“fl {184 L ! ].I . h{j“r I.}“ {i I =159 H.l O, V1l [L [ 1 I . ‘_II - VG .
i ] . .t. l]. .1\: ton XXV
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I’n !.- j';”]. i]. - i]]. &, Y _‘1——[||"|| il |.I \El lt“!]. !: €11, ':1 ;”'["

5 Pl 1 , vol. i. p. 94.—Less, Traité d’Orn.
p. 321, Atlas, pl. 74. fiz. 1.—Iist. Nat. des Ois, de Parad, pls. 32, 33, 3 l 3

Epimachus paradisens, Gray and Miteh. Gen. of Birds, vol hld.
- 3 o

/ | Lopl. xxxii.
F romerops « parures chevelwes, Dum. Diet, des Sei Nat

tom. xhii. p. 367, avee fie.

Craspe n’::luﬁmu magnifice, G. R, Gray, List of Gen. of Birds. 2l Edit, p. 15

Henre then we have a third species of Ptiloris. re i i : 1A sti
( e a third species of Ptiloris, rendering the UE’I]ITl]ﬂlu{{}' of Aunstralia still more mteresting :

unlike !]Iit* P. Fictoriee, however, this has no elaims to novelty, inasmuch as it has bheen known to us for
l“'”ri.‘_'l!'“}' years. It is New Guinea,” says Vicillot, “that country in which are found the most
beautiful birds in the world, and the most remarkable for the singularity of their plumage, that is the
habitat of this species, one of the richest of its family.” *1It is still,” says M. Lesson, ‘n'l-'].'iTiHF_‘r in 1830,
:‘ very rarely met with in collections ; the individual in the gallery of the Museum (at Paris) was procured
m London, at the sale of Bullock's collection. During our sojourn at New Guinea with the corvette
v Coquille,” we only obtained two mutilated skins; and M. Dumont-Durville, commander of the
expedition of the ‘Astrolabe,’ secured only a single skin deprived of its wings and feet, the manner in which
they are usually prepared by the natives. It is in the dense and vast forests which surround the harbour of
])nroh}‘ in New Guinea, that this fine species resides.”  The researches of Mer. :"rhit:“ﬂ]h'ruj' antd others
enable me to state that it also inhabits the north-eastern portion of Australia, a circumstance of no ordinary
mterest, since besides adding another fine species to the already exceedingly rich fauna of that country, we
now know that our musenms will ere long be graced with fine and perfect specimens in lieu of the mutilated
skins hitherto procurable. We have abundant evidence of its being frequently met with at Cape York, since
not only Mr. ?i].'u'{';'lilh'l‘u}', but nearly every officer of the * Rattlesnake” procured and brought home
specimens.

The following are Mr. MacGillivray's notes respecting it :—

“This fine Rifle Bird inhabits the densest of the brushes in the neighbourhood of Cape York. The
natives are familiar with it under the name of * Yazoonya'; the Darnley Islanders also recognized a skin
shown them, and deseribed it to be a native of Dowde or the south coast of New Guinea, near Bristow
Island. Its ery is very striking : upon being imitated by man, which may be casily done, the male bird will
answer ; it consists of a loud whistle resembling wheeoo repeated three times and ending abruptly in a note
like who-o-0. Both sexes utter the same note, but that of the male is much the loudest. The old males
were generally seen abont the tops of the highest trees, where, if undisturbed, they would remain long
enough to utter their loud ery two or three times at intervals of from two to five minutes. If a female be
near, the male frequently perches on a conspicuous dead twig in a crouching attitude, rapidly opening and
closing his wings, the feathers of which by their peculiar form and texture produce a loud rustling noise,
which i the t'umpm'alh'e stillness of these solitudes may be heard at the distance of a hundred yards, and
may be faintly imitated by moving the feathers of a dried skin. The full-plumaged males are much more
hh!r" than the females or immature birds. According to the testimony of several of the Cape York natives
whom 1 questioned upon the subject, the P. magnifice breeds in a hollow tree and lays several white eggs.
The ovary of a female shot in November, the commencement of the rainy season, contained a very large
and nearly completely formed egz. Vi

¢« From the shyness of this Rifle Bird, it is difficult to catch more than a passing glimpse of it in the dense
; w a female running up the trunk of a tree like a Creeper, and

brushes which it inhabits 3 I once, however, s
while the stomach of a male,

its stomach was afterwards found to be filled with insects only, chiefly ants ; ,
shot about the same time, contained merely a few small round berries, the fruit of a tall tree, the hotanical
name of which 15 unknown to me.” e

I would here add a note pertaining to the history of the P. paradisea, sent to me hy Mr. Stmng[:, which
cannot f: ; ming Mr.
& H

il to be regarded with interest, as increasing our knowledge of that species and confir
MacGillivrav's account of the rustling noise produced by the wings of the P. m

r{;rirf;fff‘ﬂ-




The Ptiloris paradisea ' appears to be strictly confined to eastern Australia ; at all events | have not heard,
during a sojourn of fourteen years, of its having been shot or seen to the westward of the dividing ranges
whieh run parallel to the coast at a distance of from 90 to 130 miles; its range southward does not extend
farther than Port Stephens ; one or two have been shot as far north as Wide Bay, but its principal strong-
hold is the large cedar brushes which skirt the mountains and creeks of the Manning, Hastings, MacLeay,
Bellinger, Clarence, and Richmond rivers, where during the breeding months of November and December
the male bird is easily found ; at that season of the year, as soon as the sun illumines the tops of the trees,
up rises the Rifle Bird from the thickets below to the top of some lofty pine, such as the Arauearia Mac-
Leayana which there abounds, always, however, selecting a spot where three or four of these trees occur at
about two hundred feet apart 3 the morning is then spent in short flights from tree to tree, in sunning him-
self and cleaning his feathers, and in uttering during bis short flights a cry resembling the word yass, by
which name the bird is known to ihe natives of the Richmond river; besides this ery it also emits during
flight a most singular nose, lu'n_ulutml by the action of the wings, more nearly resembling that which would
be produced by shaking a lot of new Stifl sill than anything else with which I can compare it. As its short
and peculiarly truncate wings would indicate, its powers of flight are very limited, and appear to be seldom
employed for any other purpose than to transport the bird from tree to tree.”

The male has the j_{vm-r.'l'l plumage deep velvety black, slightly tinged with purple 3 wings dull purplish
black, glossed with a areenish hue on the margins of the feathers; feathers of the head small, scale-like,
and of a4 shining metallic bronzy green feathers of the throat similar in form, and of a shining metallic oil-
areen, huun{lmi below by a crescent of velvety black, to which succeeds a narrower crescent of shining
yellowish green 3 under surface purplish black, the flank-feathers prolonged into a filamentous i‘urm‘ and
;‘t‘;whiu[," beyond the extremity of the tail ; two central tail-feathers shining metallic green, the remamder
deep Dlack . irides umber-brown feet lead-colour, the soles ochraceous. : . : :

The female has all the upper <urface brown; wings reddish brown, margined with bright rufous ; tail
rufous ; over each eye a superciliary stripe of buffy white; throat buffy white 3 from Ehc lower nn::l.v of the
bill on each side a narrow streak of brown ; breast and under surface bufly, crossed with numerous irregular
bars of dark brown.

The Plate represents two males and a female of the natural size.
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MENURA ALBERTI, Gowa

Albert Lyre Bird.

NMewura Alherti, Gould in Proc. of 1

snn. Soe., February 5, 1850.—Bonap. Consp. G _
Orii., 1850, Vo HL—lonap. Consp. Gen. Av,, p. 215.—Jard. Cont.

-
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Sydney to Moreton Bay, are, as might
\ \ I v Bay, are, as might be supposed, tenanted by many forms both of mammalia and birds

peculiarly their own ; many of these distriets are very partially known. : + of i

be as yet untrodden, I]{'!H‘l'.il Is not surprising that ullj: ElljiIllil;:ii!lnl:r::w:dllm: I'F'J-.lm:' h;:}[-" -UI-- ”'"'_" "m}: o

have been there discovered., T must Gairly 'u]:uil howeroy ths ; -]_'H g LIMT:“”II]““”}- E.m.l“.J slionid
: oFe i airly » however, that 1 was not prepared for the acquisition of so

remarkable a bird wathin the Limits of the colony of New South Wales.

I |:.'|r-.'c* great |111-:il_-:|!'r i naming this species AL Alberti, in honour of His Royal Highness Prince Albert,
as a ‘hIIL'.-]II token of respect for his personal virtues, and the liberal support he has rendered to my varions
IH'IIFIH'EHHJHH. :

s s I Loy

I'he specific differences between the present bird and the older known species, M. superba, are very
apparent 3 they consist in the rufous colouring of the plumage, and in the total absence of the brown barrings
of the lyre-shaped tail-feathers, which, moreover, are much shorter than the other feathers of the tail, \\'ii]ic
m M. superba they are the longest; they are * composed,” says Sir William Jardine, who has carefully com-
pared the specimens of the two species in my possession, * of very broad webs, loose but not 5e]p111-e|tu:|.
The next six feathers on each side are similar in structure, having wide separated barbs, but they are finer
and shorter than in AL superba.  The two centre feathers are also of the same structure, and eross each other
at the base s but the inner webs are broader, the outer rudimentary barbs stronger and placed more thickly ;
the entire tail considerably shorter.” .

The first specimens of this bird that came under my notice were sent to me by Mr. Strange of
Sydney; my friend Dr. Bennett also forwarded to me almost simultaneously a fine example belonging
to the Museum, which the Directors with their wonted liberality, had at his request permitted to be sent to
England for illustration in the present work.

1 have often seen this new species of Menura,” says Dr. Bennett, ““ but always regarded it as a young
male of I superba, until Dr. Stephenson residing at York Station, Richmond River, (who accompanied Sir
Thomas Mitehell on his last expedition,) informed me that he believed it to be new, which on comparison
I found to be the case. [ cannot, perhaps, do better than send youn the following extract from Dr.
Stephenson’s letter, dated Sept. 20, 1849:—*“In a collection of birds made in the year 1849 on the
Richmond, are two specimens of a nondescript Menwra, one of which I present to you for examination and
You will perceive a very close affinity between it and the superba, except in the tail, which is

Since the idea of its being distinet occurred to me and to my friend Augustus A. Leycester,
sawyers and others, all of whom

deseription.

very different.
Esq., I have made every possible inquiry respecting the bird amongst the
t: some of them had shot specimens of the M. superbe at Camden Haven and other
seen the present bird further to the south than the Nambucea

timid as the old one, and is consequently more easily shot.

aeree that it is distine
localities to the sonthward, but had never

River; they also state that the new bird is not so
s not very densely covered with brash ; it passes most of

its time on the ground, feeding and stratting about with the tail reflected over the 1J:|_ck Fu wl‘thm an inch or
Each bird forms for itself three or four

hed in the sandy ground about two

The locality it frequents consists of mountain ridge

wo of the head, and with the wings dropping on the eround.
call them 3 they consist of holes serate
enty inches in depth, and about three or four hundred
with the greatest

¢ corroboring places,” as the sawyers
feet and a balf in diameter by sixteen, eichteen or tw
Whenever vou wet sight of the bird, which can only be done
ts to shelter vourself from its observation, you will find
and seems to be feeding, then ascends again

yards apart or even more.
caution and by taking advantage of intervening objec
‘t in one or other of these holes, into which it frequently jumps
with its powerful musical voice any bird it may chance to hear

and struts round and round the place, imitating ] : e
its own whistle is exceedingly beautiful

Dacelo gigantea it imitates 10 perfection ;

around it : the note of the i
perceive an intruder than it flies up

L - w g - i 1 -~ P
and varied. No sooner does 1t into the nearest tree, first alighting on

ascending by a succession of jumps until it reaches the top, whence it

the lowermost branches and then : the | :
The stomachs of those I dissected invariably contained

snstantly darts off to another of its play-grounds.

P -, it
insects, with scarcely a trace of anv other material. e L
= - - = " T g2 g e = o o Anoa ‘reek
Mr. Strange informs me that he met with the bird *in the cedar brnshes which skirt lurang: :




Richmond River. Like the M. superba it is of a shy disposition ; when alarmed and running

_ away it carries
the tail erect, and not dropping downward like that spe

: cies. I spent ten days in the midst of the cedar
brushes in the hope of learning something of its nidification,

but did not succeed in finding any nest with
oirors o = -
Hus g

. I found, however, one large domed nest made of sticks and placed in the spur of a large fig-tree,
which the natives assured me was that of the Colwin, their name for this bird ; it resembled that of Ortho-
nyr, except that the inside was not lined with moss, but with the litter from

a large mass of parasitical
plants that had fallen to the ground.

The natives agree in asserting that the eggs are ouly laid in the
cold weather, by which T apprehend they mean in the spring, i
old, on the 24th of November, which had the whole of the
down. | have see

as I shot a young bird about four months
body still covered with a brown and greyish
n this species take some extraordinary jumps of not less than ten feet from the ground

on to some convenient branch, whenee it continues to ascend in successive jumps, until it has attained a

suficient elevation to enable it to take Night into the gulley below.”

The male has the crown of the head and back of the neck sooty black, with a tinge of chestnut on the

forchead and some of the crest-feathers 3 all the upper surface, purtitu]m‘l}' the upper tail-coverts, rich
rusty chestnut; primaries blackish brown, tinged with rufous on their external edges; throat rusty red,
passing into a paler tint of the same colour on the breasts abdomen grey, washed with sandy buff; thighs
grey, slightly washed with buff's under tail-coverts bright rufous 3 upper surface of the tail-feathers slaty
black, their under surface silvery grey s the outer lyre-shaped feather on each side much shorter than the
corresponding feathers in Menura superba, and entirely destitute of the bars so conspicuous in that species 3
the two centre feathers narrow, pru‘l:mgml, Crossing each other at the base, curving outward at the tip, and
webbed only on their external side.

The female is similar in colour to the male; but distinguishable by the feathers of the tail being much
less filamentous in their structure, and by the two middle feathers being shorter, broader and straighter,
than in the opposite sex, and broadly webbed on both sides of the shaft.

The Plate represents ihe two sexes, about half the natural size.







153 e i nw R TE

S

; |.'. ..
o B e

_.
1
;
’
f
]
F -

4




?4__5_
s

NOTORNIS MANTELLI, Owen.
Notornis.

Notarnis Mantelli, Owen in Trans. of Yool. Soc.

_ , vol. 1ii. p. 377 __Mantell in Proe. of Zool. Soc., 1850.—Gould
in Ih., 1850.

I'ne acquisition of a new species is always a matter of great interests but when, as in the present instance, it
is of one so nearly extinet as to be only known to us previously by its fossil or semi-fossilized remains the
- " - o 7 i . i .
nterest becomes enhanced in the highest degree ;

't 1s well known that the existence of the celebrated
Dodo is all but traditionary, a fate which,

but for Me. Walter Mantell's fortunate acquisition of a living
example, would probably have been shaved by the present bird, the characters of which were first made

known to us by Professor Owen from the spmi-fossilized remains 1u‘vr|=m.~|h' obiained and sent home by the

same talented explorer after whom it is named.

That few living examples remain, is evident from the fact that the mounted specimen in Dr. Mantell's
possession is the only one that has yet been seeny all the information respecting it that has been obtained
is comprised in the following interesting account communicated by him to the Zoological Society of London,
and pulﬂ'n-alw:i in their © Proceedings ™ for 1850 :—

«Ihis bird was taken by some sealers who were purmius_-' their avocations in Dusky Bay. Perceiving
the trail of a large and unknown bird on the snow with which the eround was then covered, they followed
the foot-prints till they obtained a sight of the Notornis, which their dogs instantly ]mram-rl, and after a
long chase canght alive in the gully of a sound behind Resolution Island, It ran with great speed, and
upon being captured uttered loud screams, and fought and struggled violently; it was kept alive three or
four days on board the <chooner and then killed, and the body roasted and ate by the crew, each partaking
of the dainty, which was declared to be delicions. My son fortunately secured the skin.

« Mr. Walter Mantell states, that, according to the native traditions, a large Rail was contemporary with
the Moa, and formed a principal article of food among their ancestors. It was known to the North
Islanders by the name of ¢ Moho,’ and to the South Islanders by that of ¢ Paleahé 5 but the bird was con-
sidered by .hutll natives and Europeans to have been long since exterminated by the wild eats and dogs,
ot an individual having been seen or Leard of since the arrival of the English colonists. That intelligent

iy resided in the islands, had never heard of a bird of this

observer, the Rev. Richard Taylor, who has so lon:
kind having been seen. In his ¢ Leaf from the Natural History of New Zealand,” under the head of *Maoho,’
i1s the ﬂ}llu:lwiuu; note : * Rai, colour black, said to be a wineless bird as large as a fowl, with red beak
and legss it \"-1 nearly exterminated by the cat: its cry was ‘ keo, keo.!’ The inaccuracy and vagueness
of this description prove it to be from native report and not from actual ui_mvrrruu:m. To the nntn'cs. of
the pahs or villages on the homeward route, and at Wellington, the bird was a pertect m‘n't-h;r and excited
much interest. I may add, that upon comparing the head of the bird with the fossil eraniom and man-
dibles, and the figures and descriptions ‘1 the ¢ Zoological Transactions,” my son was at u.u(-c convineed
of their idenfity 3 and so delighted was he by the discovery of a living example of one of the supposed
extinet -:~unu:m]mr:n‘ius of the Moa, that he immediately wrote to uw..nml nmuttnnml that the skull ‘mul
beaks were alike in the recent and fossil specimens, and that the abbrey !iitlj{l anil 1l:f:hh.-. :1::.1'1-1upumut of the
wings, both in their bones and plumage, Werc in perfect accordance .wuh HW. 1.u-'1w;1t|m::.' af’['ur{l-:-%! by
thl.'.t.l.]hi"-u humerus and sternum found by him at Waingongoro, and now in the British Museum, as pointed
out by Professor Owen in the memoir above referred to. 1 , 2

o I.u concluding this brief narrative of the discovery of a living example f;}i a genus of birds once {1:;1.1-
temporary with the colossal Moa, and hitherto nn\;.- known by its t‘u.e.-'-ﬂ rematns, I 1}[‘.1_-' to |i.-.mlarl~.£‘[h;1t twil
highly interesting fact tends to confirm the conclnsions oxprv‘.-ef-:ud in my c:}unmunlt-ﬂlmm to the Geo Eg:_m
Sl.l.l'it:ll v, namely, that the Dinornis, Palapteryr, and related forms, mlzrr:. ‘merul with some of the 11:_\]1:t|r1'__1
._Hlll_'l'il_'; of birds peculiar to New Zealand, and that thewr final ut;tmf:t;nn took place at no very distant
period, and long after the advent of the aboriginal llamri.-_a.t” ‘ i, ] 38 ; 3

Upon a CUrsOry View of this bird 1t mieht be mistaken for a gigantic 1.\'1ml Iui F m;r:fwua, hlln.u||iz1|urt.\mlu;‘
nation of its structure s+ will be found to be L[E’IIEI‘:CEIH}" distinet. It 1- EIHI'L'I_i l",iT:PI?E;HT mtf.;I::h.:r.:: n_;r
its bill and in 1ts ceneral colouring, and to Tribonyx in the structure of its feet, while in the eebIENESS
its wings and the structure of its tail it dl!ﬁ-r.-z {'r:ﬁrrhulh. ]
From perzinlml observation of the habits of Tribonya m;::mmu iy S e Y

that being deprived, by the feeble

P::rr;n"u,rri:.-,i may venture to affirm that the

habits and economy of the preseut bird more closely re
- e -

it i " a recluse ¢ : v shy disposition 3
latter 3 that 1t 1s doubtless of a recluse aud extremely shy dis




structure of its wing, of the power of flight, it is compelled to depend upon its swiftness of foot for the
means of evading its natural enemies; and that, as is the case with Zribonye, a person may be in its
vicinity for weeks without ever catching a glimpse of it. .

From the thickness of its plumage and the great length of its back-feathers, we may infer that it affects
low and humid situations, marshes, the banks of rivers, and the coverts of dripping ferns, so abundant in
its native country : like Parphyrio, it doubtless enjoys the power of swimming, but would seem, from the
structure of its lews, to be more terrestrial in its habits than the members of that genus.

I have carefully compared the bill of this example with that figured by Professor Owen under the name
of Notarnis Mantelli, and have little doubt that they are referable to one and the same species.

[ cannot conclude these remarks without bearing testimony to the very great importance of the results
which have attended the researches of Mr. Walter Mantell in the various departments of science to whieh
he has turned the attention of his inquiring mind, nor without expressing a hope that he may yet be
enabled to obtain some particulars as to the history of this and the other remarkable birds of the country
in which he is resident.

Head, neck, bréast, upper part of the abdomen and flanks purplish blue; back, rump, upper tail-coverts,
lesser wing-coverts and tertiaries dark olive-green, tipped with verditer-green ; at the nape of the neck a
band of rich blue separating the purplish blue of the neck from the green of the body ; wings rich deep
blue, the greater coverts 1i|r|u'-{i with verditer green, forming crescentic bands when the wing is cxparlriwi;
tail dark green; lower part of the abdomen, vent and thighs dull bluish black ; under tail-coverts white ;
bill and feet bright red.

Total length of the body, 26 inches ; bill, from the gape to the tip, 243 from the tip to the posterior
edge of the plate on the forehead, 3; wing, 81; tail, 3%; tarsi, 3+ : middle toe, 3; nail, %3 hind-toe, % ;
nail, &,

The Plate represents the bird in two positions of the natural size.







MICROGLOSSUS ATERRIMUS.

Great Palm Cockatoo.

Ak
Psittacus Gigas, Lath, Ind. Orn., vol. i. p. 107.
Black Cockaton, Shaw, Gen. Zool,, vol. viii. p. 474, pl. 71.—Lath. Gen. Syn., vol. i. p. 260.—Ih. Gen. Hist

vol. i, p. 198.

Gireat Black Cockatoo, Edw. Glean., pl. 316.

Grey Cockatoo, Lath, Gen. Hist., vol. ii. p. 199,

Le Kakatoés noir, Buff. Hist, Nat. des Ois., tom. vi. p. 97.

L’ Ara noir a trompe, - s

P Ava arih & h'nm;w.}[m Vaill. Hist, des Perr., pls. 11, 12, 13.

Psittacus aterrimus, Gmel. Edit, Linn, Syst. Nat., vol. i. p. 330.—Kuhl, Consp. Psitt. in Nov. Acta, vol. x. p. 91

—_— griseus, Bechst, T

——— (oliath, Kuhl, Consp. Psitt. in Nov. Acta, vol. x. p. 92.—Less. Man. d'Orn., tom. ii. p. 145.

Cacatua aterrima. Vieill. Nouv. Dict. €' Hist. Nat.—Ib. Eney. Méth. Orn. Part iii, p. 1415.

Microglossus aterrinius, Vieill, Gal. des Ois., tom. i. pl. 50.—Wagl. Mon. Psitt. in Abhand., vol. i. p. 682.—Bonap.
Consp. Genera Av,, p. 7. L

Microglossum atervimumn, Gray and Mitch. Gen. of Birds, vol. ii. p. 424.—Less. Man, d’Orn., tom. ii. p. 145.—
G. R. Gray, List of Gen. of Birds, 2nd edit. p. 69. -

Perroquet & trompe, Cuv. Régne Anim., tom. i p. 465.

Mieroglossus ater, Less. Traité d’Orn., p. 184, Atlas, pl. 19. fig 1 et A.

Payintoo, Goodang Tribe of the Aborigines at Cape York.

As might have been expected, the fauna of the extreme northern portion of Australia is found to comprise
many species common to the island of Papna or New Guinea; and hence'we find this noble species of
Cockatoo, hitherto only known to us as a native of that country, to be also a denizen of the palm forests of
Cape York. Although not new to science, there is no one of the accessions obtained during the late expe-
dition of H.M.S. Rattlesnake of greater interest to myself than the present bird, adding as it does another
to the already rich series of the Psittacide gracing the ornithology of Australia. At present the Cape
York district is the only part of the country it is known to inhabits butitis prnhnl;lu, that when colonization

has advanced into its tropical regions, ++ will be found that the bird enjoys an extensive range.

Although the bird appears to have been known as long back as 1707, in which year, aceording to
Edwards, S. Van der Meulen published a figure of it at Amsterdam, under the name of Corrus Indicus,
nothing has been recorded of its habits and economy; I have therefore much pleasure in communicating the
following interesting notes by Mr. MacGillivray, in which the reader will not fail to notice the perfect
udaptnti}:n of the bill to the express purpose for which it was designed :—

¢« This very fine bird, which is not uncommon in the vicinity of Cape York, was usually found in the
densest serab among the tops of the tallest trees, but was occasionally seen in the open forest land perched
on the largest of the Eucalypti, apparently resting on its passage from one belt of trees or p:{tch of scrub to
another : like the Calyptorhynchi, it is a Jlow flier, and usually flies but a short distance. In November 1849,
ast visit to Cape York, it was always found in pairs, very shy and difficult of approach.

the period of our 1 '
a single note which may be represented by the letters < fHweet-hweet.

Its crv is merely a low short whistle of
The 5‘t<:-mewh of the first one killed contained a few small pieces of quartz and triturated fragt‘nunts of palm
cabbage, with which the crop of another s]n:cimeu was com |}Ictcl}' filled ; and t’llfﬁ idea immediately suggests
itscll’,uth:il the p-:;wcrful bill of this bird is a most fitting instrument for stripping off the leaves nfnr the
summits of the Seaforthia elegans and other palms to enable it to arrive at the c'::ntral tender shoot.

Lores deep velvety black ; lengthened crest-feathers greyish hlac:k ; the rt:nmm{lm: of the lfluma.gu ’ulacljz,
with purple reflexions 3 irides purplish brown; checks pale du\.l crimson bordered with pale yellow, the two
colours gradnally blending into each others bill and feet purplish black. At - - 1

In the young male the tip of the upper and the whole of the lower II‘IHII[.].IHL'. s I'mrnﬂ:uiour:, an .t 1e under
surface < hrownish black, with narrow obscure creseentic marks of yellowish white at the tips of the abdo-

minal feathers. ' L
The figure of the head is of the natural size.






TANYSIPTERA SYLVIA, Gowa
White-tailed "Tanysiptera.

Tanysiptera Sylvia, Gould in Proe. of Zool. Soc., July 23, 1850.—Jard. Cont. Orn., 1850.
Quatawnr, of the Aborigines at Cape York.

Eveny new species discovered after the publication of a work IHl‘Ihl'. Birds of a country must be regarded
with intun;sl . and the interest is much enhanced, when, as in the present instance, the additional 5‘]:{;11-.](:5 15
of a scarce and beautiful form. One, or at the utmost two species of the genns Tanysiptera are all with
which we were previously acquainted ; the beautiful 7" Dea is well known to be a native of New Guinea,
and in all probability the range of the present species will extend to that country; but hitherto it has only
been found on the northern coast of Australia, Cape York being the sole locality it is at present known to
inhabit ; and where, judging from the numerous specimens lately sent to this country, it appears to be by no
means scarce : independently of those brought home by Mr. MacGillivray and the officers of H.M.S.
Rattlesnake, 1 have also received fine examples from Mr. James Wilcox of Sydney.

As is the case with the Haleyonide generally, the sexes appear to present but little difference in size and
colouring, but the female may be distinguished from the male by being somewhat less brilliant in colour and
in the lesser development of the central tail-feathers.

«This pretty Tanysiptera,” says Mr. MacGillivray, ““is rather plentiful in the neighbourhood of Cape
York, where it frequents the dense brushes, and is especially fond of resorting to the small sunny openings
in the woods, attracted probably by the greater abundance of insect food found in such places than else-
where: I never saw it on the ground, and usually was first made aware of its presence by the elancing of
its bright colours as it darted past with a rapid, arrow-like flight, and disappeared in an instant among the
dense foliage. Its cry, which may be represented by * whee-whee-whee' and © wheet-wheet-wheet, is usually
uttered whi.lc the bird is perched on a bare transverse branch or woody rope-like climber, which it uses as
a look-out station, and whence ¢ makes short dashes at any passing insect or small lizard, generally
returning to the same spot. It is a shy suspicious bird, and one well-caleulated to try the patience of the
shooter, who may follow it in a small brush for an hour without getting a shot, unless he has as keen an eve
as the native tu.whum I was indebted for first pointing it out to me. According to the natives, who know
it by the name of * Quatiwur, it lays three white eggs in a hole dug by itself iu_um: of t\rlu large ant-
hills of red clay which form so remarkable a feature in the neighbourhood, some of them being as rm11ch
as ten feet in Il;liﬂ‘,'lll', with numerous buttresses and pinnacles. I believe that the bird also inhabits New
Guinea ; for at Redscar Bay, on the south-cast side of that great island, in long. 146° 50° E., a head strung
upon a necklace was procured from the natives.” . |

Crown of the head, wings, and five lateral tail-feathers on each side blue ; ear-coverts, I.mr:l-: ui'. the neck
and mantle black ; in the centre of the latter a triangular mark of white; rump and two middle tail-feathers
pure white ; under surface cinnamon-red ; bill and fm':t sealing-wax-red.

The Plate represents the two sexes of the natural size.
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HALCYON FLAVIROSTRIS, Gowd.

Haleyon (Syma 7y flavirostris, Gould in Proc. of Zool, Soc., July 23, 1850.—Jard. Cont. Orn., 1850

Tirs species might easily be mistaken for the Syma Torotoro of M. Lesson 3 but if the figure in the * Voyage
de la Coquille” be at all correct, there can be little doubt of its being distinet and new to science : 1ts iua‘:-:;cr
size, less brilliant colouring, the yellow instead of orange hue of the bill, and the smaller size of the
serrations of the mandibles, are some of the characters by which it may be distinguished from M. Lesson's
species : in form it is so similar to the typical Haleyons, that 1 Lave not considered it advisable to adopt
M. Lesson's subgenus Symas the slight serrations of the mandibles, the only point in which it differs
from Haleyon, appearing to me too trivial to warrant its separation from that genus.

It was in that rich district of the peninsula of Cape York, which appears to have a fauna peculiar to itself,
(many of the species not being found in other parts of Australia) that the present bird was procured ; the
following notes by Mr. MacGillivray comprise all the information Ihave been able to obtain respecting it:—

«The Poditti, as it is called by the aborigines, appears to be a rare bird; for although it was much
sought for, not more than four or five examples were obtained during our stay. Like the Tunysiptera
Sylria, it is an inhabitant of the brushes, while the S. Zorotoro of Lesson is a mangrove bird. I myself
saw it alive only once, in a belt of tall trees, thick underwood and clumps of the Seaforthia palm fringing a
small stream about three miles from the sea. Attracted by the call of the bird, which was recognized by
the accompanying natives as that of the much-prized Poditti, three or four of us remained for about ten
minutes almost under the very tree in which it was perched, intently looking out for the chanee of a shot,
before I discovered it on a bare transverse branch, so high up as scarcely to be within range of small shot;
however, it fell, but our work was only Lalf over, as the wounded bird eluded our search for a long time ;
at length, one of our sable allies—his eyes brightened, [ dare say, by visions of a promised axe—found
it lying dead in a corner to which it had retreated. The more intelligent natives whom I questioned
scparately agreed in stating that its mode of nidification is similar to that of the Tanysiptera Sylvia, and
that, like that species, it lays several white eggs.”

The male has the crown of the head, back of the neck, ear-coverts and flanks cinnamon-red ; at the back
of the neck a narrow broken collar of black ; throat and lower part of the abdomen tawny white; hack and
wings sordid green; rump and tail greenish blue; bill pale orange, the apical two-thirds of the, ridge of the
upper mandible dark brown.

The female differs in being less brightly coloured, and in having an oblong patch of black on the centre
of the head extending a little way down the occiput.

The figures represent the two sexes of the natural size.
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SPHECOTHERES FLAVIVENTRIS, Goua.
Yellow-bellied Sphecotheres.

.*{lnhH'm‘.n’rm'a-x‘j'fm'.frr'nh'.f.v_ Gould in Proc. of Zool. Soe., 18449, p. 1L

By the discovery of another species of this form on the north-eastern coast of Australia, we know that the
fauna of that country is g_‘l'-'li‘['{!. by at least two well-defined species of the genus, namely the S. Australis
and the present bird, which may always be distinguished from its near ally by the beautiful jonguil-vellow
of its under surface. Mr. MacGillivray informs me that it is a very common bird in the neighbourhood of
Cape York, where he daily observed it either in pairs or i small pnrl‘tua of three or four individuals, which
were gcuerul'i].' very shy and difficult of npprnm-.h. It {requents the open forest land in company with the
1"Tr'ryair.-’nrﬁ_rpmﬁw argenticeps, and resorts to the branches for its food, which consists of fruit of various
kinds, such as figs, &c. His specimens were pmtur::{l by keeping himself earefully concealed beneath one
of its favourite feeding trees and watching until an opportunity offered of getting a shot. [He once saw
ceveral nests which he had no doubt belonged to this species, nearly all of which were built among the top-
most branches of very large gum-trees, which he could not induce ihe natives to attempt to climb; a de-
serted nest was however within reach, being placed oun an overhanging branch not more than twenty feet
from the ground; it measured about a foot in diameter, and was composed of «mall sticks lined with finer
ones. As is the case with the other members of the genus, the sexes offer a marked difference in colour.
The male has the crown of the head and cheeks glossy black ; orbits, and a narrow space leading to the
nostrils naked, and of a light bufly }'cﬂow, or flesh-colour; all the upper surface, wing-coverts, outer webs
of the secondaries, and a patch on cither side of the chest, olive-green 3 chin, chest, abdomen and flanks
beautiful yellow ; vent and under tail-coverts white 3 primaries and inner webs
with q‘rc\"; tail black, the external web and the apical half of the internal web of the outer feather on each
Sy | half of the second feather on each side white ; the next, or third, on each side with

of secondaries black, edged

side white ; the apic
a large spot of white at the tip3 bill black ; feet flesh-colour.

The female is striated on the head with brown and whitish 3
the under surface white, with a conspicuous stripe of brown

has the upper surface olive-brown 3 the wing-

feathers narrowly edged with greenish grey s

down the centre of each feather and the vent and under tail-coverts white, without stria.

The Plate represents the two SCXes of the natural size.
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DRYMODES SUPERCILIARIS, Gowad.

Kastern Serub Robin.

Dyymodes superciliars, Gould in Proc. of Zool. Soc., July 23, 1850. Jard, Cont. Orn. 1850,

Trokaron, Aborigines of Cape York.

Prniars one of the most interesting of the smaller birds discovered by me in the brushes of South Au-
stralia, was a species of this form to which T gave the name of Drymodes brunneopygia, and which I found
to be a very recluse bird, inhabiting the densest scrub, retreating from danger and shrouding itself from
observation by hopping beneath the thick herbage. [ did not fail to remark, also, that il.‘ﬁ. habits were
very similar to those of the Saxicoline birds : the new species, t‘L?rH‘t.'-:'l_'I!t[:[l on the accompanying Plate, is an
sshabitant of the north-east coast of Australia; and it will be seen by the following notes by Mr. Mac-
Gillivray, that the two birds, as might be suppusud, accord as nearly in their habits as they are allied in

structure,

« While traversing on the 17th of November, 1849, a thin open serub of small saplings growing in a
stony ground thickly covered with dead leaves, about five or six miles inland from Cape York, 1 observed a
nest placed on the ground at the foot of a small tree; its - iternal diameter was four inches and a half; 1

was outwardly composed of small sticks with finer ones inside, and lined with grass-like fibres, and was

morcover surrounded with dead leaves heaped up to a level with its upper surface ; it contained two eggs
an inch long by seven-tenths of an inch broad, of a regular oval shape, and of a very light stone-grey thickly
covered with small umber blotches, which inereased in size and were more thickly phwml at the largerend :
y side, with the large end of one opposite the small end of the other. After watching

they were placed side h
d; but putrt:fm:tiuti having com-

near the nest for some time, one of the owners :1|r|}v.r1|*-:t’|, and was procure
menced before my return to the ship, I conld not ascertain the sex with certainty : it approached me within
1s, lmpping with sudden jerks over the leaves, and moving by fits and starts like the Robin

three or four yar
& watehing its motions ; two others were after-

of Europe; it attered no cry or note during the time I wi
wards |n-ncurml ‘n the same kind of open serub, and the birds being prubahi}' in the immediate neighbour-
hood of their nest, hopped up quite close to the observer
ate in colour, but the female is somewhat <maller than the male.

and below the eye a black mark forming a conspicuous moustache ;3
wssing into chestnut-red on the rump and six middle

wings black, with the base of the

w2

The sexes assimil
Lores white; immediately above
crown of the head and upper surface reddish brown, p

(ail-feathers ; remainder of the tail-feathers black, tipped with white

il the tips of the coverts white, forming two han
anks washed with tawny; irides umber-brown;

ds across the wing ; throat and centre of the
legs and feet flesh-colour.

1:1‘i1u:u'it=5 a
abdomen fawn-white 3 chest and fl

The Plate represents the two sexes of ihe natural size.
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PTILOTIS FILIGERA,

Streaked IHoney-eater.

Ptilotis filigera, Gould in Proc. of Zool. Soc., December 10, 1850.

much as I have already figured no less

Avstiania is evidently the head-quarters of this genus of birds, inas
cither of them, but which is, perhaps,

than fifteen species; and here we have another quite distiret from

more nearly allied to P. unicolor than to any other. ,
The P. filigera is one of the novelties which rewarded the researches of Mr. James Wilcox, who obtained

two examples among some mangroves at Cape York, where he observed it in company with another species
of the same genus. These specimens are now in the possession of the Zoological Society of London, 4
to whom they were presented by the late Captain Owen Stanley, R.N. Although on the whole a dull- A
coloured species, it is rendered interestingly different.from all its congeners by the thread-like streak I

beneath the ear-coverts, and by the small strize which decorate the back of the neck and the upper part ;

of the mantle.

2 Upper surface,
portion of the nuchal feathers; the wing-coverts broadly a
with brownish buff'; from the gape beneath the eye a streak of white ; ear-coverts blackish grey; from the |

centre of the lower angle of the ear-coverts a very narrow streak of silky yellow, which proceeding back- e -

wards joins the line of white from beneath the eye; throat hrownish grey ; under surface sandy buff, the
feathers of the breast an centres ; bill olive-black naked space 2

wings and tail rich olive-brown, with numerous small marks of greyish white on the apical
nd the remainder of the feathers narrowly edged

d the middle of the abdomen with lighter |

beneath the eye yellow ; legs and feet slate-colour.
and have the under surface more rufous and

The young are destitute of the white marks on the nape, : ey
v

without the lighter centres.
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APLONIS METALLICA.
Shining Aplonis.
Lamprotornis metallicus, Temm. PL Col. 266.

C ; : e : : .
alornis metallica, Gray and Miteh. Gen. of Birds, vol. ii. p. 327, Calornis, sp. 2
Mooter, Goodang tribe of Aborigines at Cape York ()

Maxy years have [ i
ANY years have now elapsed sinee 1 establishe US4 is fi i i i
e e ll established the genus Aplonis for the reception of a bird, which at
i . onsiler . strali 1 | i
: . nsidered to be Australian, but which T have since aseertained was from Norfolk Island the
Orm 15 comi ; any speeies have i | i ° :
L :I;ulmu; rul:_l many speeies have been described from the islands of the Louisiade Archipelago, the
Navigator Islands, New Guinea and Jav: : sent 18 i :
U gt Java, I;.ut. the present is the first and only species of the genus yet lis-
I. _r . o Australian continent. It is apparently very common at Cape York, where it was found
seedine in ereat numbers : it also inhabits New G nea, 1 ; .
e _h.,” great 11 1]1-. it also inhabits New Guinea, Timor, the Celebes, Amboyna, and New Ireland.
As is the case with other members s, a very striki i [ g
el wbers of thu.g“!ih' & very striking difference exists between the plumage of
. ature and adult birds—so great i fact 1s the difference, that were we not aware of it, we could
5 |l1]'| TR ] . t] W y I' T1] ¥ ¥ - 12 . by % .‘
& u]:: regard them otherwise than as distinet species : when fully adult, the sexes of the present bird are
& Y ol . e 3 < § s H < - 3 1
so precisely alike, that dissection must be resorted to, to distinguish the one {rom the other,—a circumstance
..'l:-l'-.‘rl':m:l.*d by Mr. MacGillivray, who has obligingly furnished me with the following interesting account of
its habits and nidification :— .
Y e s oarlv art sy ot r 3 = H 1
During the early part of ou last sojourn at Cape York, tliis bird was often seen passing rapidly over

the tops of the trees in small flocks of a dozen or more. In their flight they reminded me of the Starlings, ¢

and like them made a chattering noise while on the wing. One day a native took me to a breeding place in
the centre of a dense scrub, where [ found a gigantic cotton-tree standing alone, with its branches literally
hung with the pensile nests of the bird: the nests, averaging two feet in length and one in breadth, are of
a somewhat oval form, slightly -::::unpr(-.sscd, ronnded below and above, tapering to a neck by the end of
which they are suspended; the opening is situated in the centre of the widest part ; tln;*;' are almost
entirely composed of portions of the stem and the long tendrils of a climbing plant (Cissus) matted and
woven together and lined with finer pieces of the same, a few leaves (generally strips of Pandanus leaf ),
the hair-like fibres of a palm (Caryota cereus), and similar materials: the eggs, usually two, bLut often
ight-tenths of an inch broad, and of a bluish grey speckled with
some have scarcely any markings, others a few minute dots only.

as if angrily, several

three in number, are an inch long by e
reddish pink, chiefly at the larger end ;
The note of the bird is short, sharp and shrill, and resembles ¢ fwee-twee, repeated,
times in quick succession.

« On the tree above mentioned the nests were
sometimes so closely placed as to touch each other.
offered to elimb the tree, though how he was to do so I was at a loss
and the size of the trunk, which measured four feet and

about fifty in number, often solitary, but usually three or
Tempted by the promise of

four together in a cluster
a knife, the lad who :'.{-cumpuuicd me
to know, on account of the smoothness of the bark
4 half in diameter at the base, and rose to the height of sixty feet before a branch was given off ; after much
exertion, however, he <ncceeded in reaching the nests,—a feat which he ntcmnplislmd with the aid of a
picce of tough pliant vine (Cissus), sufficiently long to pass nearly round the tree; holding one end of this

in each hand and ]}ru:i:aln_t_:' his lees and feet against the trunk, he ascended by a series of jerks, and threw

I desired, one of which is now in the British Museum.
the expedition two were shot at the

oard H.M.S. Meander which had

me down as many nests as
«The bird appears to enjoy a wide range.
Archipelago, and I saw a spccimen on b

During the progress of
Duchateau Isles in the Louisiade

bheen prm'.uru-:l at Carteret Harbour in New Ireland.
ed seeds and other regctahlc matter.”

«The stomachs of those examined contained triturat
The general plumage '« a mixtare of dark rich bronzy green and purple, the green hue predominating
on the lower part of the throat and the upper part of the back ; wings and tail bluish black, washed on the
margins with bronzy green; bill and feet black ; irides vermilion.
e similarly coloured, bu

The yvoung of both sexes have the upper surfac
rgined with brownish white; all the under surface buffy white, streaked on the

¢ ot so bright as in the adult;

wings brown, narrowly ma
st, flanks and under tail-coverts with brownish black.

brea
il a young bird of the yea

The Plate represents an adult male a r of the natural size.
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NECTARINIA AUSTRALILS, Gowa
Australian Sun-bird.

Neetarinia Australis, Gould in Proe. of Zool. Soc., July 23, 1850.- —Jard. Cont. Orn. 1850
Terrtdivret, Aborigines of Cape York. : G i i

Vil Ee Vs el e o r el s :
s with great pleasure the discovery ol a true Neetarinia in Australia, a discovery which, however
o ¥ ¥

when we consider how short is the distance between the northern
and Timor and New Guinea, where these birds are known to abound.

I have carefully eompared the present bird with all the speci
from the whole of them. It offers a very

mizht have been 1-&';.1'('11'4!. t of tl
part o Lthat

counfry,

ce from those islands, and find it different
close allianee to the N. franata of the Celebes s it will be found
- ] " i
its considerably lareer size,
conspicuons, and in the straighter form of the bill;

however, to differ from that species 1 i i
at specles in"the mark above the eye heing less

[ have therefore thought it hut right to assign to it
the name of Australis, as indicative of the only country in which it has vet been found. For my first know-
wvalued friend Captain Ince, R.N.,who,
. y the natural history of the various parts of Australia
visited by that vessel, and who, sinee his recent appointment to the command of H.ALS. Pilot in the China

ledee of thns :~|n'rh~- I am indebted to the researches of my late much

while attached to ILM.S. Fly, paid unceasing attention t

Seas, has paid equal attention to the ornithology of that region 3 but a short time has elapsed since his first
interesting consignment reached me, and within the last few days (Feb. 19, 1851) the melancholy intelli-
gence of his premature death has communicated a degree of grief to his friends which will be participated
in by all who take an interest in the welfare of a most excellent officer and an ardent lover of natural

h'l:-:tm'_'l.'.

.

«This pretty Sun-bird,” says Mr. MacGillivray, “appears to be distributed along the whole of the north-
east const of Australia, the adjacent islands, and the whole of the islands in Torres Straits. Although thus
cenerally distributed, it is nowhere numerous, seldom more than a pair being seen torether.  ITts habits
resemble those of the Ptilotes, with which it often associates, but «till more closely to those of Myzonela
obsewra ; like those birds, it resorts to the flowering trees to feed upon the msects which frequent the
blossoms, ru;wu_-iul'l_v those of a apm:it:s of Seiadoplytln (his sineular tree, whose range on the north-vast
coast and that of the Australian Sun-bird appears to be the same, is furnished with enormous spike-like
racemes of small searlet flowers, which attract numbers of insects, and thus furnish an abundant supply of
food to the present bird and many species of the Meliphagide. Its note, which is a sharp, shrill ery, pro-
longed for about ten seconds, may be I‘L‘lH‘I‘&lHHL'Il by Tieo-lsee-l50e-155-55-55-85. The male appears to he
of pugnacious disposition, as I have more than once seen it drive away and pursue a visitor to the same
tree : perhaps, Liowever, this disposition is only exhibited during the breeding secason. 1 found its nest on
several occasions, as will be seen by the following extracts from my note-hook :—

« Nov, 20, 1849. Cape York. Found two nests of Nectarinin to-day = one on the margin of a serub, the
other n a clearing. The nests were 1::_'n.-_~'ih-, and in both cases were attached to the twig of a prirhl:.' bush :
one, measuring ::-1-1;en inches in !cn;_:ih, was of an cloneated shape, with a rather large upruiug on one side
close to the top: it was cumllurcml of shreds of Melaleuea bark, a few leaves, various fibrous :ﬁnhst'.‘mw:hf
rejectamenta of caterpillars, &ec., and lined with the silky cotton of the Bombar Australis so c:mn.nun 1 T‘hu
m-ighlmnrhm:li. The other, which was similar in structure, containet] a yvoung bird, and an egg with a chick
almost ready for hatching. The female was seen :'L]}]!'l‘u;lf.‘hill;_:' with a mouthfal of flies to feed the young,
and the lll;lil‘ was nof far off. The egg was penr-shnpml, aenerally and equally mottled with obscure
dirty hrown on @ erecnish grey around. £

*“]}m-. Ath.—Mount Ernest, Torres Straits. A nest of Nectarinit found to-day diflers from thufr scufn
eeting fringe-like hood composed of the panicles of a deli-

at Cape York i having over the entrance & proj : : ; |
cate grass-like plant. It contained two young birds, and 1 saw the mother visit them twice with an mterva
of ten minutes between s Jhe elaneed past like an arrow, purtlwd on the nest at once, clinging to the lower

" ~ e A . oy s fop 1 A iy 2 o
<ide of the entrance, and looked round very watehfully for a fow seconds before feeding the young, alte

I
which she l'th'I.lilH_‘EH’l‘i{ as suddenly as <he had arrived. .

' [ w ) 2 OVEr | : e two 1ncon-
head and upper surface olive-green 3 OVEl and under the eye two con

The male has the crown of the ‘ o
I-blue : remainder of the under surface fine yetlow ; irides

spicuous marks of vellow; throat and chest stee
chestnut 3 bill and feet blacks
The female differs in having the wh
gorget s0 conspicuous in the male. j
The Plate represents two males and a female of the patural size.

ole of the under surface yellow, without 2 irace of the steel-blue
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MACHARIRHYNCHUS FLAVIVENTER, Gould.

Yellow-breasted Flycatcher.

Macherirhynchus flavicenter, Gould in Proc. of Zool. Soc., December 10, 1850.

A sivore specimen of this extraordinary form is all that has come under my notice; it was collected at
Cape York in Northern Australia, and now forms part of the Collection of the Zoological Society of London,
to whom it was presented by the late Captain Owen Stavley, R.N. All that is known respecting it is
comprised in the following hote communicated to me by Mr. MacGillivray :—
~ « A single specimen only of this Flycatcher was procured, during our last visit to Cape York. It was
shot by Mr. James Wilcox, who was employed by the late Captain Stanley to procure specimens of natural
history for the Norwich and Ipswich Museums, and to whose zeal and industry as a collector T was often
much indebted. He told me that be observed it on the skirts of one of the dense brushes or jungles,
making short flights in the air, snapping at passing flies, and returning again to the same tree, the [Formia
alata of botanists, distinguished by its red papery bark, large glossy leaves and handsome yellow flowers,
which attract numbers of insects. The place was frequently visited afterwards, but no other example was
seen.” 4
Crown of the head, lores, ear-coverts, wings and tail black ; wing-cover
margined with white; outer tail-feathers margined on the apical portion
tipped with white, the white becoming less and less, until only a slight
feathers ; back olive-black ; throat white ; line from the nostrils over each eye, an
and under tail-coverts bright yellow ; bill black; feet bluish black.

The figures are of the natural size.

ts tipped with white; secondaries
of the external web, and largely
trace of it is found on the central

d the hrmtl, ahdomen._.
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MON A._R CHA LEUCOTIS, Gou.
White-eared Flycatcher.

Monarcha Leucolis, Gould in Proc. of Zool. Soe., July 23, 1850.—Jard. Cont. Orn., 1850,

| from making the White-eared Flycatcher the type of a new genus until more information

the mean time have assigned it a situation with the other members of
Like most of the other new birds figured in this

e Birds of Australia, it 1s a native of Cape York, and in all ln'ohnhiﬁt}- its range is a some-
¢ it has been killed on Dunk Island. * Respecting this bird,” says Mr. MacGillivray,
afford you very little information. was obtained at Dunk [sland, ofl the
56 S., where it was shot during its flight from one tree to another :
at Cape York, which renders it pmhuh'lu that its range extends

[ uave refraine
has reached us respecting it,
that form to which 1t seems to me to

and 1n
be most nearly allied.

Supplement to th
what wide one, sinc
««] regret to say I can
oast of Australia, in lat. 177
al was afterwards prﬂcurcd

A spuciumn

north-east ¢
a second individu
between these two j,'uwesi"

Crown of the head, bac
ach side black, with white tips; lores,
white ; throat white,
bill and feet lead-colour.

Lk of the neck, prinmrius, and six middle tail-feathers black ; three lateral tail-
_coverts, sides of the

b P

feathers on e a broad mark over the eye, ear
neck, scapularies, bounded below with black, the feathers
lengthened and protuberant ;
of the natural size.

and upper tail-coverts,
chest and abdomen light grey ;

The figures are







ARSES KAUPI, Goud | 'L:.

Kaup's Flycatcher. [e
Arses Kaupt, Gould in Proe. of Zool. Soe., December 10, 1850,

| mave some little doubt as to the prulnriut}r of illm'ing this bird in the genus Arses, but rather than multiply
I have assigned it a place therein, as it accords more unearly

the number of genera, perhaps unnecessarily,
I am happy to have

with that form than with Monarcha, the only other genus to which it offers alliance.
nd Dr. Kaup of Darmstadt, an ornithologist of vast -
well known to all naturalists: the compliment is ni
g a M:)uugrulrh of the _1fa¢.vf'r'rrrl,r:£r!m, .

this opportunity of paying a just compliment to my frie
acumen and research, and whose philusuphlml labours are
the more appropriate, as he < at this time (1851) engaged in prepari

- v

to which family the present bird belongs.

sented is the only one [ have seen: it was killed on the north coast of Australia;
7

The specimen here repre
I

egret to say, that is at present known respecting it.

line beneath the eye, ear-coverts, broad erescentic

1 blunish black ; wings and tail brown-

and this is all, L r
Small spot on the chin, crown of the head, lores,

back, and a broad band across the breast, deep shinn

band across the
wck of the neck white s lower part of the back and abdomen

-<h black ; throat and a broad band across the b:
feathers black, which oecasion
hter at the tip; feet black.

white, the base of the ally showing through give those parts a mottled appear-
ance 3 bill bluish horn-colour, becoming lig

The figures arc of the natural size.
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PYCNOPTILUS FLOCCOSUS, Gou.
| Downy Pycnoptilus.

Pycnoptilus floccosus, Gould in Proc. of Zool. Soc., May 14, 1850.

Ix the Birds of Australia [ instituted the genus, Hylacola, for the Aecanthiza pyrrhopygia of Vigors and
Horsfield, adding thereto another species under the name of H. cauta. 'The present bird is allied to that
form, but still differs in so many points, that T am constrained to make it the type of a new genus, with the
appellation of Pycnoptilus, from the dense and silky character of its plumage : unfortunately 1 know nothing

of its habits and economy. 1 purchased it of Mr. Warwick, who had obtained it in a small collection of

birds said to have been formed in the interior of New South Wales towards the River Morumbidgee :

judging from its very thick clothing and overhanging back feathers, 1 conclude that, like the members of
the genus Dasyornis, it is a frequenter of the ground in dense and scrubby placess a conjecture which 1
should be happy to have verified by residents in New South Wales who may be favourably situated for

n, inclining to rufous on the lower part of the back, upper tail-coverts and tail 5
forchead, lores, throat and breast dark reddish buff, with a very narrow crescent of dark brown at the tip
of cach feather; centre of the abdomen greyish brown, crossed by crescentic bands of black; flanks and
vent brown, passing into deep rufous on the under tail-coverts; bill brown base of the under mandible

fleshy brown ; legs and feet fleshy brown.
The Plate represents the bird in two positions,

observing it.
General plumage brow

of the natpral size.
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SCELOGLAUX ALBIFACIES.
Wekau.

Athene albifacies, G. R. Gray, Voy. of Ereb. and Terr. Birds, p. 2.—ID. List of Birds in Coll. Brit. Mus., part i
Znd edit. p. 90. : :

Seeloglaux albifacies, Kaup.—G. If“ Gray, Cat. of Gen. and Subgen. of Birds in Brit. Mus., p. 8. No, 110.

Tae bird here figured is another of the strange inhabitants of our antipodal conntry New Zealand,  An owl
it unqaestionably is, but how widely does it differ from every other member of its family ! Its prominent
bill, swollen nostrils, and small head are characters as much Eu‘.'ri}nif]'iuv as strigine lr; short and feeble
wings indicate that its powers of flight are but limited, while its lengthened legs and abbreviated toes would
appear to have been given to afford it a compensating merease of progression over the ground.  On what
does this bird live ? There are no indigenous small quadrupeds in the country upon which we might infer,
from its structure and what we know of the economy of other terrestrial Owls (suchas the Burrowing Owl of
North America, Swrnia cunicularia), it would feed.  Does it partially feed on the larvie of such Lepidoptera
as Hepialus pirescens, o subject to the attack of that sin;:ulm‘ fungus the Spheria Robertsi ? 1t would indeed
be interesting to ascertain how it maintains existence.

Of this very rare and singular bird :m!}' two examples are known to me: of these, one is in the British
Musenm, the other in the collection of J. H. Gurney, Esq., of Norwich, a gentleman much attached to
Ornithology, as his liberal donations to the Norwich Museum abundantly testify.  Both these specimens
were collected on the middle and south islands of New Zealand : that in the British Museum is the original
of Mr. G. R. Gray's Athene alhifucies and the type of Dr. Kaup's genus Seeloglany.

The present is the first time the bird has been figured, and as its appearance in this work may be the
means of making it more generally known, [ trust that the attention of travellers will be direeted to the
species, and that ere long we may be furnished with some account of its habits and economy, of which, at
present, nothing is known.

Mr. Perey Earl, who obtained the specimen 1 the British Museum at Waikonaiti, in the south island of
New Zealand, states that it i« known to the natives by the name of I ekau.

Plumage of the upper surface chocolate-brown, each feather margined with fulvous 3 some of the sea-
engthened mark of dull white within the margin and others on the edge ; primaries spotted

pu]nrivs with a | .
ies crossed by indistinet or mtvrruptwl birs

along the outer margin with bufly white ; secondaries and tertiar _
of bufly white, assuming on those near ihe body the form of spots 3 spurious wing very dark brown; tail
) woular bars of bufly white and tipped with fulvous : fascial disk pale sandy-

brown, crossed by five narrow irre
forehead, throat and ear-coverts, which are whitish, each feather with a streak of

the under surface deep fulvous, with a broad mark of dark

lower part of the abdomen and thighs,

hrown, except on the
hrownish-black down the centres feathers of
centre of cach, the former tint increasing on the
< into dull white on the lower part of the

developed and of a lead colour:

brown down the | | r
when it again gradually fade tarsiz toes sickly-green, thinly beset
» HELE L4 any + ;
‘th hair-like feathers; cere much bill bluish horn-colour at the base,
Wikl Alr=ine " H
passing into yellowish horn-colour at the tip, the under mandible vellow.

The figure is of the natural size.
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STRIGOPS HABROPTILUS, 6. R. Gray.

Kakapo.

trigops haly r;p.:;h.-x. G. R. Gray, in Gray and Mitchell's Genera of Birds, vol, ii. p. 427, pl. ev.—Strange in It
of Zool. Soc., part xv. p. 50.—G. R, Gra ' i ] all in Pre S oS A
_part xv. p. 50.—G. R, Gray in Ibid. 3. i1,—Lyall Yrive, of ¥ SO0, Y :
P L p. 6 yall in Proe. of Zool. Soc., part xx. p. 31,

I ll.'l.:rl'. no hl'!-'-:lmlnn n 5:.11n|ru_-: a fisure of this extraordinary Night Parrot in the Supplement to my work on
ll.u' ‘FH1I'1'|.~' ol ,\u:-11'.'1]:m. sinee the two species of cdpterya, the Notornis and other remarkable birds from
New .-i':{-ui:null, the native country of the Kalapo, have already appeared in its pages.

.].un;_{' Iw‘[urv 1845, when a skin of this bird was for ihe first time sent to Europe, we had eonclusive
evidence of the vx.lulvm'v of the specics, from the cireumstance of plumes made of ifs feathers being
worn by the Maores. It is somewhat strange, however, ihat such a lengthened period shouldd ||:I1.'.1.'
i-\npwd after the discovery and possession of New Zealand hefore so singular a bird should have found
its way to Furope. At no very distant date it doubtless inhabited like all the islimds of the New Zealand
aroup; but 1t probably no longer exists in the northern island, its extirpation from whenee being doubtless
attributable to a variety ol causes: it is thateportion of the country in which the natives have always
chiefly resided, and the introduction since the visit of the celebrated navigator Cook, of the Pig, the Hu-_r.
the Cat, and that universal pest the brown or Norway Rat, has doubtless tended greatly to produce such a
result : for the three latter having now become wild, we may reasonably infer that they have played no
inconsiderable part in the destrnetion, not only of this comparatively helpless bird, but of many others
the time is probably not far distant when these marauders will obtain a footing in the middle and southern
islands, the result of which may be anticipated by wha has already ocecurred.

[ have always entertained the opinion that the present bird, the Notornis, the dptery, the Neoworpha
and the Nestor are only remuants of a bird fauna of a very distant ]u-riutl now all but extinet; a
fauna in my opinion peculiar to New Zealand, Norfolk Island and other adjoining islets, which themselves
are pmhnl:—ly the remains of a submerged continent, for it can scarcely be imagined that the huge Dinornis,

Palapterya and other allied genera were formed to dwell on islands so small as those in which their remains

are now found.

The first published account of this sn
« Proceedings of the Zoological Socicty of London ™ aboye referred to,

« Although the Kakapo is said to be still found oceasionally on some parts of the
New Zealand, the only pim‘:u where we met with it, during our cireumnaviga-
the islands in HLMLS. Acheron, was at the S.W. end of the middle
intersect that part of the island, it i< still found in considerable
flats near the hanks of rivers, where the trees are high, and

weular bird s that given by Dr. Lyall, R.N. in the Part of the
and which 1 beg leave to transcribe.

high mountams in the

snterior of the north island of
tion and exploration of the coasts of
iland.  There, in the deep sounds which
numbers, inhabiting the dry spurs of lls or
the forest enlnp:w;uiwl}' free from fern or underwood.

hill nearly 4000 foet above the level of the sea. 1t was

«The first place where it was obtained was on
rs close to the sea. In these places its

also found living in communities on flats near the mouths of rive

resembling footpaths made by man, and leaving us at
about a foot wide, regularly pro.-asml down

and cross each other usually at

tracts were to he seen first to imagine that there
must be natives in  the neighbonrhood. The tracks are

to the edges, W hich are two or three inches deep amongst the moss,

right angles.

« The Naleapo |

ives in holes under the roots of trees, and 1s also occasionally found under shelving rocks.




2
L LR 4 sk o = T sk Frn Sl 4 i
I'he roots of many New Zealand trees growing partly above ground, holes are common under them ; but

1-:":u_*n= the Kakapo is found many of the holes appeared to have been enlarged, although no earth was ever
found thrown out near them.

There were frequently two openings to these holes, and occasionally, though
rarely, the trees over them were hollow for some distance up. - i

“The only oecasion on which the Kekapo was seen to fly was when it got up one of these hollow trees
and was driven to an exit higher up. The Mlight was very short, the wings being scarcely moved 3 and the
bird alighted on a tree at a lower level than the place from whence it had come, but s00n got higher up by
climbing, using its tail to assist it. ‘

“« Except when driven from its holes, the Kakapo is never scen during the day, and it was only by the
assistance of dogs that we were enabled to find it. . Eat

“ Before dogs became common, and when the bird was plentiful in inhabited parts of the islands, the
natives were in the habit of catehing it at night, using torches to confuse it. It offers a formidable resistance
to a dog, and sometimes inflicts severe wounds with its powerful claws and beak. At a very recent period
it was common all over the west coast of the middle island, but there is now a race of wild dogs said to
have overrun all the northern part of this shore, and to have almost extirpated the Kalkapos wherever they
have reached. Their range is said to be at present confined by a river or some such physical obstruction,
and it is to be feared that if they once succeed in gaining the stronghold of the Kakapo (the S.W. end of
the island) the bird may soon hecome extinet.

« During the latter half of February and the first half of March, whilst we were amongst the haunts of these
hirds, we found young ones in many of the holes, frequently only one, never more than two, in the same
hole. In one case where there were two young ones I found also an addled egg. There was usually, but
not always, an old bird in the same hole with the young ones.

«They build no nest, but simply serape a slight hollow amongst the dry dust formed of decayed wood.
The young were of different ages, some being nearly fully fledged, and others covered only with down. The
egg is white and about the size of a pigeon’s, two inches and an cighth long by one inch and nine-sixteenths
broad.

¢« The cry of the Kakapo is a hoarse croak, varied occasionally by a discordant shrick when irritated or
hungry. The Maories say that during winter they assemble together in large numbers in caves, and af the
Iit11~';-;~a .ul‘ meeting, and, again before dispersing to their summer haunts, that the noise they make is perfectly
deafening.

«“A good many young ones were brought on hoard the ship alive. Most of them died a few days
afterwards, pmlmhl}' from want of sufficient care ; some died after being kept a month :)‘;- two, and r!u.- legs
of others became deformed after they had been a few weeks in captivity. The cause of the deformity was
supposed to be the want of proper food, and too close confinement. They were fed chiefly on soaked bread,
oatmeal and water, and boiled potatoes. When let loose in a garden they would eat lettuces, mhhz}f__{u.s :mttl
orass, and wonld taste almost every green leaf that they came across. One, which I hl'(fllgitt within ::;l.\'
hundred miles of England (when it was accidentally killed), whilst at Sydney, ate cagerly of ih.u leaves Ul. i
Banksia and several species of Eucalyptus, as well as grass, appearing }'u prefer them all r.u its usual diet
of bread and water. It was also very fond of nuts and almonds, and during the latter part of the homeward
vovage lived almost entirely on Brazilian ground-nuts. i .

«On several occasions the bird took sullen fits, during which it would eat nothing for t-:rn or three days
at a time, screaming and defending itself with its beak when any one Eﬂtcmp’rud to mrmt-h it. I;’ \Tdb dt :ﬂ:
times of an uncertain temper, sometimes biting severely when such a thing "_"“5 least ‘i—‘I“‘"tEd' L "]‘lf"d"_ﬂ_
hen first taken out of its box in the morning, hooking on eagerly with its

to be always in the best humour w

i : : it 1 As soon as it was placed on the deck it would attack
upper mandible to the finger held down to lift it out. As s I

. s ametines * v trowsers, sometimes a slipper or a
I attracted its attention—sometimes the ler of my trowsers, i

i ot 1 e | upon it, flapping its wings and showing

: i i fond ; 1t W stle dow
boot. Of the latter it was particularly fond ; it would nestle dowt
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every svmptom of pleasure. It would then get up, rub against it with its sides, and roll upon it on its hack
= ¥

striking out with its feet whilst in this position.

“ One of these birds, sent on shore by Capt. Stokes to the care of Major Murray of the 65th Regiment
at Wellington, was allowed to run about his garden, where it was fond of the sooiety of the [-h.iltln-.,
following them like a dog wherever they went, : I

“Nearly all the adult Kalkapos which [ skinned were exceedingly fat, having a thick layer of oily fat or
blubber on the breast which it was very difficult to separate from the skin.  Their stomachs contained a
pale green, sometimes almost white, homogencous mass, without any trace of fibre n it.

“There can be little doubt but that their food consists partly of roots (their beaks are usually more
or less covered with indurated mud), and parly of the leaves and tender shoots of various plants. At one
place where the birds were numerous we observed that the young shoots of a leguminous shrub growing by
the banks of a river were all nipped off, and this was said by our |11|ui, who had frequented these ]IIEI.L'L':'-G. ﬁ;t'
Many years in a whaling vessel, to be the work of the Kakapo.

«Their flesh is white, and is generally esteemed good eating.”

I have also been kindly favoured with the following notes on this bird by His Excellency Sir George Grey,
Inte Governor of New Zealand and now Governor of the Cape of Good Hope :—

«“The Strigops s called Aalkea-po or Night Kaka by the aborigines of New Zealand, from the nocturnal
Labits of the bird.  During the day it remains hid in holes under the roots of trees or rocks 3 or, very rarely,
pl-n'iw{l on the boughs of trees with a very dense thick foliage : at these times it appears r-:T:lpiti from 1ts
profound sleep, and if disturbed or taken from its hole immediately runs and tries to hide itself again,
delighting, if practicable, to cover itself in a heap of soft dry grass ; about sunset it becomes lively, animated
and playful, rssues forth from its retreat and feeds on grass, weeds, vegetables, fruits, seeds and roots : when
eating grass it rather grazes than feeds, nibbling the grass ‘1 the manner of a rabbit or wombat. It
sometimes climbs trees, but gtrrmr;lily remains upon the _u'mmui. and only uses its short wings for the
purpose of aiding its progress when running, balancing itself when on a tree or in making a short descent,
half5jump, half-flight from a higher to a lower bough. When feeding, if pleased with its food, it makes a
continued grunting noise: it is a greedy bird and choice in its food, showing an evident relish for anything
of which ‘t is fond. It cries repeatedly during the night with a noise not very unlike that of the Kaka, but
not so loud.

«The Kakapo is a very clever and intelligent bird, in fact singularly so3 contracts a strong aflection for
those who are kind to it, shows its attachment by climbing about and rubbing itself against its friend, and
i< eminently a social and playful bird ; indeed, were it not for its dirty habits, it makes a far better pet than
any other bird with which I am acquainted; for ‘t« manner of showing its attachment, by playfulness and
ii}l‘liilillﬂ‘, i< more like that of a dog than a bird. _

e ¢ Ii.mi'lr’::s in holes under trees and rocks, and lays two or three white eggs, about the size of a pullet’s, m
the month of February ; and the young birds are found in March. r

«« At present, 1854, the bird is known to exist only in the middle l:-ulfl!!l.'i of New Zealand, on the .mr.at
coast, between Chalky Harbour and Jackson's Bay, and in the northern Isltauul a}lmut the sources of the
Whangarie, and in part of the Taufa countries. It was, within the r-:':*ul.lt:rtmn of the old pmr:ph-, e{ﬂnu:;htinl:
ey part of New Zealand, and they say that it has been exterminated by the cats introduced DY

in eve ! . ducgl 2
which are now found wild and in great numbers 1 every part of the country ; they say also
¥ h

Furopeans
that the large rat, introduc

«The natives assert, that when the breeding season 15 ove ‘ ;
bird, and lays up mn the fine season a store of fern

ed from Europe, has done its part in the work of destruction. .
r the Kakapo lives in societies of five or six m

the same hole; and they also state that it is a provident i
: - 5 - - W o y / 4 . i ;
I have had five or six of these birds in captivity, but never succeeded in keeping

. =+ the bad weather.
e sent home as a present fo the

(hem alive for more than cighteen months or fwo years. The last I had I

Zoological Society, but 1 am informed it died off Cape Horn

— - ———
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" “The following is Mr. G. R. Gray's description of this remarkable species :—

; i Upper surface sap-green, with a verdigris tinge on the wings ; cach feather marked in the middle with
! yellow, which is margined on the sides with black, from which spring irregular transverse bands of the same
colour; the outer webs of the greater wing-coverts, quills, secondaries and entire tail brownish-buff,

Ut irregularly banded transversely with black ; between cvery alternate set lemon-yellow ; the inner webs of
;‘ quills and 's_gzmndaries black, more or less transversely banded with lemon-yellow 5 under surface pale
T ' greenish-yellow, tinged with lemon-yellow, more or less marked along the shaft with pale yellow, which is

s some of the feathers have transverse bands of the same colour ;

marrowly margined with brownish-black 3
the top of the head brownish-black, margined outerly with sap-green, tinged in some places with verdigris,
and marked in the middle with pale yellow ; the front cheeks,
face pale umbre, marked in the middle with yeiluwish-white; bill white 5 feet plumbeous-black.
Total length 2 feet 4 inches 5 bill 1 inch 8 lines ; wings 114 inches; tail 9% inches; tarsi 13 inch.”
The figure represents the bird about three-fourths of the size of life.

car-coverts and the projecting feathers of the
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PLATYCERCUS CYANOGENYS, Goud.

Blue-cheeked Parrakeet.

TS . 1 - : .
Platycercus eyanogenys, Gould in Proc. ol Zool. Soc., July 24, 1855.

v cannot be denied, 1 think, that the principal feature in the ornithology of Australia consists in the
numerous species of Parrots which abound in that country. The presence of so many of these beantiful
birds communicates a peculiar charm to this distant land, and gives to it a tmpicai character at once
striking and novel to the multitudes of newly arrived emigrants from the British Islands; where they are
only seen in cages and regarded as beautiful rarities. The numerous species of the Platycerci and ‘their
allied genera, feeding, as they do, exclusively on seeds and vegetables, have all delicate flesh, and are
consequently very generally eaten, from the elegant little Melopsittacus undulatus to the largest member
of the genus to which the present bird belongs. Fancy killing and plucking a dozen of such beautiful
birds as the one figured in the accompanying Plate, 1o the purposes of the table! yet such was commonly
done at the period of my visit to the colony, and the practice will doubtless be continued as long as
the supply is equal to the demand; the emigrant must, however, greatly extend his roaming, and many
fearful scenes will probably occur between him and the aborigines before the present bird can be subjected
to such an ignoble sacrifice, for it is only at the distant peninsula of Cape York, on the extreme north of
Australia, that the bird is to be found. It was there that the single specimen now in the British Museum
was shot by Mr. MacGillivray, on the 7th of October 1848.

The Platycercus cyanogenys is very nearly allied to P. palliceps, but differs in the general tone of the
colouring of the-body, and in the rich blue cheeks, which has suggested the specific name.

Crown of the head pale sulphur-yellow 3 cheeks caerulean-blue ; feathers of the nape, back and scapularies
black, broadly margined with sulphur-yellow, and stained with green on the lower part of the back; rump
; with an extremely narrow fringe of black at the tip of the feathers;

and upper tail-coverts :H,‘I'i:(‘t'liﬂl-}‘t‘.iiuw,
ts black, bordered with deep blue ; primaries and

shoulder and greater wing-coverts deep blue; lesser cover
secondaries blackish-brown, the basal half of their external webs deep blue, the apical half pale blue s
cenish-vellow ; breast pale greenish-yellow ; abdomen light

tertiaries black, broadly murgined with gr :
under tegl-mrcrrs scarlet,

greenish-blue 5 all the feathers of thé under surface slightly fringed with black ;
two middle tail-feathers grecnish-hluu . the next on each side blue, slightly

narrowly margined with vellow ;
heir internal webs, and deep blue

tipped with pale blue s the remainder blackish-brown at the base of t
externally, their apical portions being beautiful pale blue.
The front figure represents the bird of the natural size.

o T
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secondaries sligh
ﬁl greenish-blue, the four lateral feathers margined externally

MALURUS AMABILIS, Gouu.
Lovely Wren.

Malurus amabilis, Gould in Proe. of Zool. Soe. 1850, p. 2?7".—1!:. MacGill. Voy. of Rattlesnake, vol. ii. p. 357

Avn the members of the genus Malurus that have yet been discovered are natives of Australia, and of the
eleven species with which we are now acquainted the present yields to none of them cither in the elegance
of its form or in the beauty of its plumage. The great stronghold of the members of the gtl;iiﬁ is
the southern rather than the northern portion of the continent; indeed, until the discovery of the present
species the Malurus Browni was the only one known to inhabit the northern coast. The officers of
Her Majesty’s Surveying Ship Rattlesnake so well employed their time in collecting the natural productions
of the Cape York district, that they added very considerably to our knowledge of the fauna of that part of
the continent. A single and somewhat imperfect specimen of this bird, bearing the words * Cape York,
1819,” was transmitted by the late Captain Owen Stanley to the Zoological Society of London, and it is
from this specimen that my figure was taken. It is most nearly allied to the Malurus Lanberti, bt differs
from that bird in its larger bill, in the deeper and more uniform blue of the cheeks and crown, in the
darker colouring of the thighs, and in the much greater extent of the white on the tips and margins of the
outer tail-feathers.

The female figure in the accompanying Plate is taken from an example of that sex of M. Lamberti, which
I feel assured the female of M. amabilis will be found to closely resemble whenever it is our good fortune to
have examples transmitted to us 3 and that this desideratum may soon be obtained, as well as additional skins
of the male, is much to be wished. When the Cape York Peninsula is closely explored, not only this, but
many other interesting species will reward the collector, and the fauna will probably be found to partake of
that of the adjacent island of New Guinea, as well as of forms peculiar to New South Wales.

Head, ecar-coverts and centre of the back delicate violet-blue; lores, throat, breast, crescent across
the upper part of the back and the rump deep bluish-black; scapularies chestnut; wings brown, the
tly margined with white ; abdomen white, very slightly t
and largely tipped with white; hinder part
of the thighs black ; bill black ; irides and feet dark brown.

The figures are of the natural size.

inged with bufl” on the flanks 3 tail
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CINCLOSOMA CASTANEOTHORAX, Goud

Chestnut-breasted Ground Thrush.

Cinelosoma castaneothorar, Gould in Proe. of Zool. Soe. 1848, p. 139, Aves, pl. vi.

eastancithorar, Bonap. Consp. Gen, Av. . 278, Cinclosoma sp. 4.

Fou a knowledge of this richly coloured and very distinet species of Ground Thrush, seience is indebted to
Charles Coxen, Esq., who discovered it in the serubby belts of trees growing on the table-land to the north-
wartl of the Darling Downs in New South Wales.  In size it nearly equals the Cinelosoma castanotus, but
differs from that bird in the bufly :-atl"llm over the eye, in the colouring of the back, and in the band of
chestnut-brown which crosses the breast. I regret to say that only a single male specimen has yet been
forwarded ; I trust, however, that throngh the kindness of Mr. Coxen or some other lover of natural history,
we may ere long be favoured with an example of the female.

'h'll'*r_i.' ornithologist will I am sure hail the dis{‘.m'{:r}' of this new species with pleasure, since it is not only
an illll_’r(':'-:tin_:__'; addition to the ornithology of Australia, but an additional species to a singular form, of which,
when I commenced my work on the Birds of that country, but one species, the Cinelosoma punctatum, was
known ; I myself shot for the first time the C. castanotus in the Murray scrub 3 and Captain Sturt had the
honour of making us acquainted with the beautiful little species to which I have given the name of einna-
momeus ; with the addition of the present bird, four well-defined species of the genus are now known to
exist. Are there not others yet tocome? Yes, in all probability, but we must wait for them until the vast
tracts of hilly and sterile country to the northward of Moreton Bay have been explored, for it is not in the
rich plains that the members of this group are to be found ; stony ridges and deep rocky gullies are more
favonrable to their habits and modes of life. .

Crown of the head, ear-coverts, back of the neck and upper tail-coverts brown; stripe over the eve and
another from the base of the lower mandible, down the side of the neck, w hite ; shoulders and wing-coverts.
black, each feather with a spot of white at the tip ; all the upper surface, the outer margins of the scapularies
and a broad Imlgitmlinnl stripe on their inner webs next the shaft deep rust-red ; primaries, secondaries,
tail black, all but the two central feathers largely

and the central portion of the scapularies dark brown;
5 of the chest and

ith white ; chin and throat black ; chest crossed by a band of rich rust-red ; side

tippwl W
1e abdomen white ;- under tail-coverts brown,

flanks brownish-grey, the latter blotehed with black ; centre of tl
i ) " ¥ - - " - - = 5
deepening into black near the tip, and margined with white ; bill and feet black.

The figures are of the natural size.
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MERULA VINITINCTA, Gouu.

Vinous-tinted Blackbird.

Merula vinitineta, Gould in Proe, of Zool Soc., July 24, 1855.

Anoxe the various writers on ornithology, some confine their labours to the birds of particular countries,
while others take up the subject in the most extended sense by studying tlic birds of our globe generally.

Those of the latter class cannot but have been struck with the facts, that while certain forms are universally :

dispersed, others have a less extended range ; and that while in some countries certain genera are numerous,
in others of close proximity, and apparently quite as well adapted for their residence, they are entirely
absent.  For instance, members of the genus Coruus, or typical crows, are to be found in North America,
but not in South America: of this form, too, members of which are numerous throughout the Old World,
that is in Europe, India, China and Africa, and in Australia, no example is to be found in New Zealand or
in Polynesia. The Swallow tribe may also be cited as a case in point; numerous species being found in
Australia, while none occur in New Zealand, and few if any among the more northern Polynesian Islands.
The genus Merula, of which the bird now under consideration is a typical example, is a familiar form
in Europe, India, Africa and South America; but in the great country of Australia and in New Zealand no
species has yet been discovered ; yet, strange to say, the form does exist, and two very distinet species have
been discovered in Lord Howe’s and Norfolk Island—two small spots lying nearly midway between those two
countries. This is most puzzling to an ornithologist who makes the birds of the world his study, for he
is at a loss to conceive why this form and some few others should thus be dotted over the face of the
globe ; and the mystery I fear will not be readily solved. That, however, such is the fact, is proved by
Mr. MacGillivray having procured two fine examples of the present bird on Lord Howe’s Island. I'regret

that no account of their habits accompanied the specimens, as it would be most interesting to know what

‘< the character of the vegetation and other circumstances favourable to the existence of a species so_
intimately allied to our own well-known Blackbird. In size and form this bird very closely approximates to
the Merula Nestor of Norfolk Island, but differs very considerably in its colouring.

The male has the head and nape blackish-brown ; upper surface and wing-coverts reddish-brown ; wings
brown, margined with olivaceons; tail brown; throat dark bluish-grey: under surface vinaceous red; bill
bright gamboge-yellow 3 eyelash yellow ; tarsi and toes yellow.

The Plate represents the two sexes of the size of life.

T
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PODARGUS PAPUENSIS, Quoy et Gaim.
Papuan Podargus.

3 3 : - =
Podargus Papuensis, Quoy et Gaim. Voy. de I'Astrol., Ois. t. 13.—Grav and Mitch. Gen. of Birds, vol. 1. p. 47
y I ; ; s, vol. i. p. 45,

3 : ( .
Podargus, sp. 9.—Bonap. Consp. Gen. Av., p. 57, Podargus, sp. G.

Tue great country of (E i
2 v of Australia 1s certamly the he arters of i
B ) ’ i ertainly the head-quarters of the larger members of the Coprimulgida
v 5 * . x 3 i " 1.* ] I L “1
; 1 ,!.lllm, the genus Podargus, of which the present species may be considered a typical example.  OF this
ine bird several specimens were procure i G L ke R s .
;s l al I ens ere procured during the late voyage of Her Majesty's Ship Rattlesnake, under
1 o v e ¥ T E] i Ay ' e | 1 - :
. t{.tlllll.klu of Captain Owen Stanley, awith Mr. MacGillivray as Naturalist, whose names will ever hold a
prominent place in the annals of science for their discoveries in various branches of natural history. All
e g h \ T at g A 1, : 3 1. " 5 " . . . . i
the specimens were obtained at Cape York, the contiguity ol which to New Guinea induced me to believe
the bird to be identical with the one deseribed and figured by MM. Quoy and Gaimard in the Voyage of the

As £ . W v OTRE . oy # ] S i ] Sy i = - 1 . 2
\strolabe under the name of Podargus Papuenses s but on comparing the Australian bird with their plate, 1

had some doubts on the subject ; I therefore conveyed the specimen to Paris and Leyden, for the purpose of

n:sfituliu_'_-; a comparison between it and the original New Guinea examples from which MM. Quoy and
Gaimard took their figure and deseription 3 and from the following note made at the time, it will be seen that
I came to the conclusion that they arg identical. I think it necessary to mention this, because my Plate and
that in the Voyage of the Astrolabe will not be found to agree: every carc has been taken to render
fniuu as correct a representation of the bird as possible: any comment O that in the French work
1S UNNecessary.

«The Podargus from Cape York is too near to P. Papuepsis to rank as a distinet species. The two
specimens in the Leyden Museum differ very considerably in colour; one being freckled with fine markings
of brown and buff, like the common Podargus of Australia, the other covered with large blotches of greyish-
white and conspicuous markings of brown and black from the crown of the head to the end of the tail-feathers;
the breast too of the larger specimen 18 m_lnspicunusly blotched with white, while that of the smaller one
is finely freckled with grey, brown and black; the thighs of both are darkish brown. The Cape York
specimen is, precisely the same size as the larger of these birds, in colour it is somewhat intermediate
between the two, but most nearly resembles the “}_;Ili(‘l‘-{‘ﬁ]mlr{'d one; its thighs are of a lighter brown,
slightly tinged with olive, than either of the Leyden specimens, both of which are from New Guinea. The
Paris specimen has a larger and more denuded bill than those at Leyden, but in other respects they are very
similar.”

The P. Papuensis is the largest species of the genus yel discovered ; the beauty of its markings and the

extreme length of its cuneate tail render it also one of the most graﬂ-lhl. The only :cprrr:inwn that came

Mr. MacGillivray, for the purpose of figuring, before being [h‘]}{}ﬁitl"d in the National
This, as will be seen in the accompanying Plate, is light brown, beautifully marbled
ived through a different

into my possession from
Collection, was a male.

on the under surface with large blotches of white. 1 have another specimen, rece
channel, but also from Cape York, which is said to be the females; and such, judging from its redder
colouring and smaller size, I believe to be the case, as a similar difference is found to exist between the
sexes of P. marmoratis.
has the whole of the upper surface mottled with greyish-white, brown and black, presenting a

The male
r tinis pn--.'nihng in some parts and

nee to some of the larger kinds of moths, the lighte
ssume the form of bars, and are of a redder hue; tips

tail very similar, but here also the markings

very close resembli
the darker in others ;3 on the primaries the marks :
forming irregular bars across the wing ;
: ; hands with a rufous tint on the edges of the feathers ; the
larger and more bloteh-like form,

ol the coverts white,
assume the form of alternate darker and lighter
lighter than the npper: the '__';I'L‘.}'i.:-_"ll-\‘-‘l'l.il[: assumes a

under surface 1s much .
t across the breast; bill and feet olive.

and the darker marks that of an irrecular gorge il " l
The female, which T think somewhat immature, 13 altozether of a more sandy hue 5 the dark marks proceet

centre of the feathers, and ferminate in @ round spot of buff; the wing-coverts are tlpped with
wous ; the under <urface, like the upper, 13 also
freckled character.

down the
white, and the lighter blotches on the wing are very conspic
of a redder hue than in the male, and the markings are of a smaller and more

The figure is that of an adult male of the natural size.
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PODARGUS MARMORATUS, Goud

Marbled Podargus.

Podarqus marmoratus, Gould in App. to MacGilliveay's Voy. of Rattlesnake, vol. ii. p. 336.

Tuis species, like the 7. Pupuensis, has been : ihjected to a careful comparison with MM. Quoy and Gaimard’s
original ‘-1|l.'i.'i!|il‘1l of Podarsus veellatus, now in the Museum of the Jardin des Plantes, and | find so great
a difference between the New Guinea and Australian examples, that T cannot regard them otherwise than as
Jistinet from cach other.  The P. ocellatus is a smaller bird, has a redder tail, and very conspicuous large
round white spots on“the wing, arranged in the form of three distinet semicireular hars,—characters
which do not exist n the Australian bird; 1 have, therefore, no alternative but to aive the latter a
distinetive :1|1|u"||:|.1:|n1|._ and add it to the list of the Australian fauna, a fauna rich in the extreme in certain
groups, such as the _lﬁ-r’.a"m":rmirfrf-, Maluride, Psittacide, and the present form, Podarezus, of which at least
eight distinet species are now known to exist. How numerous, then, must be the Cicade, Phasmide and
other insects upon which these birds feed !

The present little species 18 1r;n'1iu.-n|zu'i:-.' elegant in form, and is, in fact, & miniature rqrr::.-u:nrutix'u of .the
P. Papuensis s both have lengthened tails, a feature which adds much to their gracefulness of form.

As will be seen on reference to the m-cmupnnj'iur_'_' Plate, much difference exists in the colouring of the
soxes, the female being of a deep rusty hue, while the male, puriit'nhu-l}' on the under surface, 1s beautifully
marbled with 1:u;|1‘]-wh11u i.lmrl'.-'pq:r:urll with freckles of brown and black.

Both tlie specimens from which my figures were taken were shot by Mr. MacGilliveay on the Cape York
Peninsula, one on the 14th, the other on the 19th of November 1849. I'l'lu'.w specimens now grace
the National Collection, where they will be available for comparison should any nearly allied species be
discovered.

The male has the whole of the upper surface and wings minutely mottled with brown, grey and bull, the
bufly tint pt‘vrniling over the eyes, on the scapularies and on the tips of the wing-coverts ;3 on the outer webs
of the primaries the markings assume the form of bars of mingled buffy, buffy-white and rufous ; tail light
brown, crossed with numerous defined hands of grey, freckled with black, and with a rufous hue on the

veckled with brown and with a line of brown down

lateral feathers s under surface lm:|1~1}'-u.'l:11v, minutely
0 each side of the neck ; bill and

the stem ; a series of these darker marks, forming an irregular line, dow
feet brownish-olive.
but her general tint is very much darker and of a more rufous

The markings of the female are similar,
with here and there large blotches of buffy-white; a se€ries

hue ; the under surface, too, 18 dark brown,
: E AL : W
bordered with dark brown, descends down ecach side of the neck.

of nearly :]u:uim|:,-:nlur blotches,
The figures represent the two sexes of the natural sizZe.




CARPOP HAGA ASSI MILI S, Crould.

Allied Fruit Pigeon.

Carpophaga assimilis, Gould in Proc. of Zool. Soc. 18560, p. 201.

[ am not surprised that an additional Fruit Pigeon should have been discovered in the northern part of
Australia, since in every degree nearer the tropics palm-trees, among which these birds are principally found,
become more abundant. In the more southern country of New South Wales certain districts only are
favoured with the presence of these trees, such as Illawarra and the brushes, which extend along the east
coast, from the Hunter to Moreton Bay ; it is in these districts only that the near ally of the present species,
the Carpophaga magnifica, is to be found ; and as I have never seen the latter bird from the north coast, i
may be i:re-@unu-f! that the two birds are t'v|n'v.-wm':niw::-a of each other in their respective parts of the country.

There exists in New Guinea another nearly allied species, to which the name of puella has been riven by
M. Lesson. This bird is still smaller than the present one, and has the yellow markines at the tips of the
wing-coverts in the form of round spots instead of oval blotches § its face and neck are more grey, and 1ts
back less golden or sulphur-green, than in €. assimilis, which latter must be recarded as a diminutive
representative of €. magnifica rather than an enlarged C. puella.

Numerous Specimens of this bird were collected on the Cape York Peninsula by Mr. MacGillivray and
the officers of Her Majesty’s Ship Rattlesnake.

The only outward differences between the sexes consists in the somewhat emaller size and less brilliant
colouring of the female.

Head, throat and ear-coverts grey s all the upper surface, wings and tail sulphur-green ; each of the

wing-coverts with an oblong mark of rich yellow at the tip, forming an oblique band across the shoulder;

line down the centre of the throat, chest and abdomen rich purple; unde !
basal portion of the inner webs of the primaries and secondaries

r wing-coverts, vent, thiehs and

under tail-coverts rich orange-yellow ;

clnmamon.
The figures are of the natural size.




AP

4
P
S Faada

%

/ '!"'Il..'.."'r‘ f
fit



MANUCODIA KERAUDRENI.

Keraudren’s Crow-Shrike.

Barita Keraudrenii, Less. Voy. de la Coq., t. 13.
Chalybaus cornutus, Cuv. Régn, Anim., tom. i, p. 364, edit. 1829.—Gould in MacGill. Voy. of Rattlesnake, vol. ii
p. 3567. - |
Phonygama Keraudrenii, Less. Man. d’Orn., tom. i. p. 141.—Ib. Compl. Buff., t.7.—Ib. Traité d’Orn., p. 344 —Gray
and Miteh, Gen. of Birds, vol. ii. p. 302, Phonygama, sp. 2. :
—— Lessonie, Swains, Class. of Birds, vol. ii. p- 264.

— - kerandreni, Bonap. Consp. Gen. Av,, p. 368, Phonygama, sp. 2.

Tuis is perhaps the most marked New Guinea form that has yet been discovered on the continent of
Australia, As might be presumed, the extreme northern parts of the latter country, those in fact most
contiguous to New Guinea, are the districts in which it was found. It would be interesting to know if a
migration of such forms as the present annually takes place between the two countries.  With many other
birds having greater wing-powers, such a migration would be performed with ease, and doubtless such a
change of locality occurs with many of them. At present, New Guinea, owing to the hostile character
of its native population, is a sealed country to the collector, and we really know but little of its natural
productions. There are doubtless many fine birds in the mountain districts of that country which n.ver
quit their own forests, while others, of a more wandering disposition, will be from time to time captured
on the Cape York Peninsula and other northern promontories of Australia; by this means we shall
be made acquainted with at least a part of the fauna of that terra incognita; time and the advance of
civilization will make us acquainted with the remainder. It is not to be expected, nor indeed can it
scarcely be wished, that all the species of birds should be ascertained in one or two generations, as, in that
case, future research would be deprived of the charm which novelty communicates to the mind ; let us,
then, be satisfied with the gradual unfolding of nature’s works, and leave to future generations the pleasure
of discovering those which are at present withheld from us.

I have seen two or three specimens of this bird, all of which were collected during Captain Stanley’s
Expedition. A fine example in the British Museum, obtained at Cape York, is stated by Mr. MacGillivray
to be a male s it is from this that my figures were taken.

the erown, the lengthened ear-plumes, the lanceolate feathers on the sides of the neck, back,

Centre of :
] tail purplish-black, as are also the thighs, lower part of

rump and breast green: shoulders, primaries anc
the abdomen and under tail-coverts ; bill and legs black.

The figures are of the natural size.
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ZOSTEROPS STRENUUS, Gowd.

Robust Zosterops.

Zosleraps strenuus, Gould in Proc. of Zool. Soc., July 24, 18645.

Tue present new species is the largest member yet discovered of a group of birds comprising numerous
species, and which are very generally dispersed over the old world from India to Australia; some of the
i<lands of the South Pacific are also tenanted by their own peculiar species 3 Norfolk [sland claims two which
have not been found elsewhere, and we now tnd that Lord Howe's Island, although but scantily supplied
with vegetation, is not devoid of bird-life even of the great order of Insessores, it being inhabited by at least
two species of the present genus. Her Majesty's Ship Herald, commanded by Captain Denham, having paid
o visit to this interesting spot in the wide ocean, Mr. MacGillivray had an c:mmrtnuil_v of extending his fame
as a successful naturalist by securing and sending, with many other interesting objects, an example of each
of these species, which I find to be quite different from all others that have come under my notice. The
bird here rvl'n'f-sm:if:ti is the larger of the two, and its prominent characters consist i its comparatively great
size, robust form of body and unusually lengthened and powerful bill ; at the same time, in the general style
of its colouring, in its snow-white eye-ring, and in all other essential points, it closely agrees with the other
species of the genus of which it is a member.

The only specimen of this new bird which has yet been (ransmitted to this country, now forms part of the
National Collection, where all the other novelties which may be acquired by Captain Denham’s Expedition

will be deposited. ,

Head and upper surface bright olive-green, with a mark of dark grey across the shoulders ; wings and
tail slaty-brown, margined with gr{*oni:'-'h-uliw ; eyes surrounded by the usnal ring of white feathers, beneath
which u a narrow l'n;-: of black ; chin and throat yellow flanks pale vinaceous-brown ; centre of the abdomen
nearly white ; under tail-coverts pale yellow ; bill and feet bluish-black.

The figures are of the natural size.
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7O0STEROPS TEP HROPLEURUS, Gould

(-h'{-r}f—lu‘cn.st.ed Z.osterops.

Zosterops ﬁ'jrj.ﬁr'rap?.r'ru‘un'. Gould in Proc. of Zool. Soc., July 24, 1855.

Ar least three species of the genus Zosterops are inhabitants of Australia, all of which have been seen in
a4 state of nature, either by m:-’ns':_*'li' or by my collector Mr. Gilbert, and we found that no difference ocenrred
in the plumage, uml scarcely any in the size of the sexes: had I not pmilh'[- ovidence of this, as far as
regards the Australian :sim{-ius,l should have thought it probable that the two species (the present bird
and the Z. strenuus) sent from Lord Howe's Island by Mr. MacGillivray were only different sexes of the same
bird, so0 similarly are they coloured ; 1 feel convinced, however, that snch is nof the case, and that the
Z. tephropleurus differs from all other known species. In size it rather exceeds the well-known Australian
7. dorsalis, and moréover differs in having a much more robust bill and less highly coloured flanks.

Among the many pleasing recollections connected with my explorations i Australia, none are more

than those ]-IL'I‘IEI.iI'I.HI.E_f" to this little group of birds, whose pretty {-1|1n-:~'1m]w:1 nests and spotless blue

orateful
e
my early life, and thé nest and eggs of our own Hedge Accentor.

eggs SO vividly reminded me of home,
Head and.upper surface bright olive-green, with a wash of grey across the shoulderss wings and tail
slaty-brown, margined with olive-green ; throat dull yellow around the eyes a circle of white feathers,
below which is a mark of black; under surfac
passing into the pale yellow of the under tail-coverts.

e 11:11:* vinaceous-brown, becoming g_l;rmluall}' pulur on the

lower part of the abdomen, and
The figures are of the natural sjze.
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EOPSALTRIA CAPITO, Gowa

Large-headed Robin.

Eapsaltria Capito, Gould in Proe, of Zool. Soc,, part xix. p. 285.

ik great country of Australia as characterized by many striking and varied physical features; in none

other, T believe, does the earth’s surface present so many diflerent aspects, or are ihe contrasts more strongly

marked, the central area being either a sterile waste of burning sand or an inland sea, as a drouthy or rainy
season prevails 3 while on the inner slopes of the mountain ranges towards this area, there v_\'iar' h:r;uniﬁ;l
and fertile downs richly clothed with grass, iul‘:‘r.-:[:t-rsrr! with FKuealypti and Angophore, iu‘va&{rnrinu‘ a park-
like picture to the eye. Again, the outer slopes of the high ranges which skirt along the south and castern
coasts, at a distance of from forty to sixty miles from the sea, have in the course of time changed into a
soil so rich and deep as to be favourable, not only to the arowth of the largest kinds of FEucalypti, but to
magnificent cedars, fig-trees and palms of two or three species.  Favoured by an aspect which commands
the rays of the sun, and by humidity from the sea, the vegetation here becomes of that dense and peculiar
character technically known in New South Wales by the name of Brushes; these distriets are tenanted
by a bird-hfe equally peculiar; so hat the fauna of the brushes is as distinet from that of the plains as
if hundreds of miles of sea rolled between. The unobtrusively coloured bird here represented is a native
of the brushes of the south-cast coast, and is tolerably plentiful in the neichbourhood of the ( larenee, the
Mamning and the Brisbane rivers. Its existence was not known to me when the © Birds of Australia™
were published ; and its discovery is due to ihe late Mr. Strange, who sent me several specimens short
time after its completion.  Of its habits nothing is known, but they are doubtless very similar to those
of the other Eipsaltrie. Like them the sexes do not dilfer in colour, but the female may generally be
distinguished by her somewhat smaller size.

Upper surface olive-green, inclining to brown on the head ;3 wings and tail slaty-brown, faintly margined
with olive-grecn ; ear-coverts grey s lores, a line below the eye and the throat u'rv}':.-h white : under surface
vellow ; irides hazel ; bill black : feet brownish {lesh-colour.

The figures are of the natural size.

"







POMATORHINUS RUFICEPS, au.

Chestnut-crowned Pomatorhinus.

Paomatorhines ruficeps, Hartl in Cabanis™ Journ. fiir Orn., vol. i n.21.—Th. Mae. de Zool

!

. 18458

k

: p- 316,

A7 the period of my visit 10 Sonth Australia ( 1838) the colony was in its iu!';:ur_!.; and the city of Adelaide
a chaotic jumble of sheds and mud huts, with trees erowing here and there in the newly J|H1r!-.'[.'il-ulll streets
and squares.  Among these trees Parrakeets of varions kinds, and |-lnm":|.'-v.'|1:~r.- still more numeropus, were
busily oceupied in search of food or otherwise engaged 5 the former principally among the Euealypti, while
the lTatter paud their devoirs to l!u‘ Banksiee : here and there also might be seen eroups of newly-arrived
emigrants, both English and Irish, who had chosen this distant country for their future home ; groups of
Germans, too, whose fatherland no longer offered opportunities for enterprise, were dotted about the country
busily engaged in constructing their little villages and getting their gardens under cultivation. It was one
of these German emigrants, whose name 1 have heard, but whieh I now forget, who, inspired by the works
of nature with which he was so profusely surrounded, employed some of his leisure hours in collecting the
novel ornithologieal forms which eame under Ins notice and transmitting them to the Museum at Bremen.
Among the birds so colleeted and transmitted was the present new and very beantiful Pomatorfinus, the
discovery of which has both surprised and gratified me: to me, indeed, as the author of the * Birds of
Australia,” 1t 1s of especial interest 5 and not the less so from the singular circumstance that it should have
escaped the researches of Sir George Grey, Captain Sturt, and every other person who has attended to
ormthological science since the establishment of the colony; a very fine species it certainly is, and so pre-
cisely does it accord in form with the other Aunstralian members of the genus, that, had it been shown me
. without its habitat being mentioned, I 'should undoubtedly have named Austraha as the country to which 1t
belonged. Dr. Hartlaub of Breémen, to whom among maiy other favours I am indebted for the loan of the
.'-ipl_‘:uim('n from which my figure is taken, has given a description of this species, and assigned it the specific
appellation of ruficeps in the first volume of Cabanis’ “Journal fiir Ornithologie ™ above quoted, with the
following remarks, which I beg to transcribe :—

« Of -Ihir-"- fine and typical species the Bremen Collection received two examples, scarcely differing in
colour, in a collection of South Australian birds sent from Adelaide. It is remarkable that the bird escaped
the researches of Mr. Gould and his eollectors, and one eannot help imagining that it must have recently
arrived from some part of the interior of the country, and accompanicd other stragglers towards TIILi LI”,EH.L

¢« In size and colour P. ruficeps is more ncarly allied to P. supereilipsus than to any other, but 1t differs

from that species in the brown-red colour of the head, in the white bars on the wings, and i the black mark

which separates ihe reddish-hrown of the flanks from the white of the breast. In our two specimens the

L 1 = " 11 1} % ol 1
<exes have not heen ascertained ; one of them is rather less hrilliantly coloure d than the other.

Crown of the head and nape chestnut- o) brown-red, bounded belew bya conspicuous line of white ; lores

blackish-brown ; behind the eve and ear-coverts brown ; upper part of the back and wing-coverts grey, each
i y | -

feather with a dark brown centre, oiving those parts a mottled appearance lower part of the back and
L A i i - =4

ump pure dark erev: ereater and lesser wing-coverts and secondaries tipped with white; throat, breast
X ; = ok l - A - +
abdomen white ; flanks reddish-brown, :cf-pzu'.'nml from the white of the abdomen by a

and centre of the : . : 1 . : .
d with grevish-white ; four central tail-feathers dark brown,

stripe of black : under tail-coverts hrowa, spotte . ' 4

indistinetly raved with black ; the three outer feathers on each side hrown, largely tipped with pure white ;
b L -

bill and feet blackish horn-colour, ihe base of the mandibles lighter.

The ficures are of the size of life.
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PTILOTIS FASCIOGULARIS, Gowd.

Fasciated Honey-eater.

Ptilofis I,I"}.r.w'ﬂ'u_|,.'u|"r:."1'.\', Gould in Proe, of Zool. Soc., part xix. p. 285.

d as the present, and differing as it

the first time a new spucivﬁ so well marke
which oecupy

does from all other members of 1ts genus, ‘1 the distinet bars of pale vellow and brown
cific name of fusciogularis ; perhaps faset

the throat and fore part of the neck, whence its spe
should be the opinion of learned grnn]umri:uli, I would sugeest that

All the specimens of this new bird the

Strange, who collected them on
Some of them have the locality of

It is pleasing to record for

J‘-_.:Na'fﬁ'rf.-.' woukl

have been more correct, and if such
the latter :.~'|u:1]1n_:.[ be the one adopted.
years since by Mr.
a, to the northward of Moreton Day.
en on the labels attached to them :
My specimens comprise examples of both
as is nsual with the other

it have vet come under my
notice were sent to me a few the low swampy islands
lying off the eastern coast of Austrah
Mangrove Island, Moreton Bay, writt
._r:f-nemﬂ:f are their proper home.
¢ only diflerence between them consists,
olouring being alike.

to which it bears the

it would seem then that the islands
lying off this coast SOXEH,
dissection, and th

ascertained by actual
the smaller size of the female, the

ir markings and ¢

members of the genus, in
in size the P. chrysotis,

For a Ptilotis this is a laree and robust species, equalling
and back with darker centres,

lores and a streak down

nearest affinity.

All the upper surfac
and the prinmt‘ies and tail-feathers
the side of the head from the pusr{rrlur angle of
cide of the neck a patch of 1.1_*llm-.'l.-ah-ﬁ.\"tuitv: feathe

senting a fasciated appearance; breast blackish-brown ;
irides lead-colour ; bill bluish-black, with a yellow gape;

e, wings and tail olive-brown, the feathers of the head

narrowly margined externally witl
the eve hlackish-brown ; e
rs of the throat brownish-black, e
under surface striated

1 x\';:x—}'{'lhnv;
ar-coverts pale yellow; on each
ach bordered with pale
with brown and

yellow, pre
feet black.

huff, becoming

paler towards the vent s
The figures are of the natural size.







ACANTHIZA MAGNA, Goud

Great Acanthiza.

For the knowledge of this new and very distinet species of Acanthiza we are indebted to Ronald C. Gunn,
: Esq., a gentleman who has long resided in Van Diemen’s Land, and whose name will be for ever perpetuated

in the annals of science for the numerous botanical discoveries made by him in the island he has adopted
I am, moreover, indebted to Mr. Gunn for the only specimen of this bird which has come
under my notice, and which was collected by him in one of the districts of the northern part of the island.
I have carefully compared this speeimen with every other member of the genus, and have no hesitation in
» pronouncing it an entirely new species of this Australian form. In size it approaches the smaller species
a of Sericornis; but in its structure and the character of its plumage, it is closely allied to the members of

the genus in which T have placed it.
Head, all the upper surface, sides of the neek and flanks olive-brown, becoming of a more rufous hine on

. +thE:1rump and upper tail-coverts ; wings blackish-brown, washed with olive on the external webs; coverts,
particularly the greater ones, tipped with white ; primaries narrowly edged with grey, innermost secondaries

: margined all round the tip with white ; tail olive, erossed near the tip by a broad band of dusky-brown,

~ beyond which the external feathers are margined on both webs with greyish-white ; lores black ; ear-coverts

slaty-brown ; throat and wider surface straw-yellow ; bill blackish-brown ; feet fleshy-brown. 4

P The figures are of the size of life.
e oo i " -

i
-
%

as his home.
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TROPIDORHYNCHUS BUCEROTDE"S}&\

Helmeted Honey-eater. G

Philedon buceroides, Swains. Anim. in Menag., p. 325,
Tropidorhynchus huceroides, Gray and Mitch, Gen. of Birds, vol. 1. p. 125,

Gen. Av. p. 390, Tropidorhynchus, sp. 9.

Tropidorhynchus, sp. 2.— Bonap. Consp. I

egetation is accompanied by a corresponding
In no country are the trees and " general
proof of which I may cite as
rous family of birds
reigns, but certain

more evident than that every peculiar kind of v
animal life; be that life mammal, bird or insect.

vegetation of so peculiar and so marked a character as in Australia; in
instances in point, the Eucalypti and Banksic. These trees are frequented by a nume
called Honey-eaters, among the species of which a general similarity of structure
differences in form oceur, corresponding in a great measure with the different botanical groups among which
they obtain {heir subsistence; thus, the large Eucalypti are tenanted by the members of the genera
=a, and Trupid’ariryncﬁm, while the smaller species are resorted to by the Ptilotes,

Anthochera, Entomy
Glyciphile, Melithreptes, &e., and the Banksie afford shelter and food to Acanthogenys and the true

Meliphage. Al these birds have lengthened tongues with filamentous brush-like tips, extremely small

stomachs, and live partly on the pollen and honey which they extract from the flower-cups and partly

on the insects attracted by the nectar.
The bird here repreﬁeuted belongs to a genus th

NOTHING 18
pecnliarity of

e members of which are widely dispersed over Australia

wherever the Eucalypti abound. 1t may be regarded as the representative on the north coast of the Zropi-
hern part of the country, for it was in the Cape York Peninsula that it was

dorhynclus corniculatus of the sout

obtained 3 not, however, by Mr. MacGillivray, who, 1 believe, mistook it for the common species, and did
not procure examples ; which is much to be rcgretted, since the bird is so éxtre;‘nely rare in our collections
that 1 beg to direct attention to it, in the hope that, should any other expeditions visit the northern

chores of Australia, so fine a species might not be overlooked.
hus Buceroides differs very considerably from the T corniculatus avd every other

The Tropidorhyne
Australian species 3 {hese differences, which will be readily seen by reference to the accompanying Plate,
consist in  its much larger size, in the great clevation of the culmen, and in the crown of the head being

clothed with feathers.
Feathers of the crown and nape brown, with pale gre}'i
and tail light brown feathers of the under surface lighter
Il black ; feet blackish-brown.

darker centres; face leaden-black 3 bi ‘ :
The figure is of the patural size. The beautiful plant is the Stenocarpis Cunmingham.

all the upper surface, wings

sh or silvery edges:
those of the throat with

brown with a silky lustre,

B ..\\' b
o i g
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MALURUS CORONATUS, Gowld. -
Crowned Wren.

Malurus coronatus, Gould in Proe. of Zool. Soe., part xxv. p. 221.

{_ panming as are many of the smaller Australian birds, 1 think the present species 18 entitled to the palm
for elegance and beaaty, not only among the members of its own genus, numerous and beautiful as they
really arve, but among any other groups of birds yet discovered ; the charm, too, is considerably ru!u:u:ru;i
by the great novelty in the style of its colouring 5 for in how few birds do we find the lovely lilac tint which
encireles and adorns the head of this bird s a similar tint, it is true, pervades the nape of the Chlwmydere
(Bower birds); but 1 scarcely know of any third instance.

Having pl‘ﬂuim:{l thus much rt's]:i:min;;' this new Mafurus, 1 now come to the p:nint‘u] task of naming its
collector ; I say llaiint‘u'l because the gum'!ﬂmnn who shot and brought 1t to this country has fallen, hke
many other Australian explorers, a victim to the climate of that country, good and congenial to Europeans
as it generally is. 1t will be recollected by all those who take an interest in scientific :*xphrurinna, thit
Mr. Elsey accompanied A. C. Gregory, Esq., as surgeon and naturalist on his great journcy from the
Vietoria River, on the north-west coast of Australia, to Moreton Bay, where the entire party safely arrived,
and Mr. Elsey returned to England 5 it soon, however, became evident that he had contracted the disease
called f:f.f.'mujm‘_ﬂ,r.ﬁ's'x, and he was ﬁ]ii'{}(l.ﬂ}' obliged to remove to a warmer climate : he selected one of the West
India Islands, and, on arriving, commenced his investigations with his nsual spirit; but he rapidly became
worse, and science shortly had to ilvplm'v the loss of one of her most enthusiastic votaries. The little 1
saw of this gentleman itnprusacii me with the belief that he had a lively taste for nature : and had he been
spared, 1 feel assured he would have distinguished himself areatly in one. or other branch of the natural
sCIences.

All that is *known of the Malurus coronatus is that it is an inhabitant of the countries bordering the
Vietoria River. Both sexes were prm:urc:L and they now form part of our collection at the British Museam.

The male has the crown of the head rich lilac-purple, with a triangular spot of black in the centre, and

wled below by a band of velvety black, which, commencing at the nostrils, passes hackwards through

how
back and wings light brown s tail

ihe eye, dilates upon the ear-coverts, and meets al the back of the neck ;

bluish green, becoming of a deeper hue towards the extremity ; lateral feathers margined externally anil

tipped with white ; under surface bufly white, becoming aradually deeper on the flanks and vent; irides
brown ; bill black s feet fleshy brown.

The female has all the upper curface light brown; lores and space behind the eye white ; ear-coverts

chestnut ; in other respects che is similar to the male.

The figures arc of the natural size. I'he plant rept esented in the upper part of the Plate is the Neleni

n;;_,rm.-:fffﬁ:f.frf: that below is the Genetyllis tulipifera.
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CHLAMYDERA C ERVINIVENTRIS, Goud.
« Fawn-breasted Bower-bird.

! hilanyd, i o bR ;
nydera cerviniventris, Gould in Proe. of Zool. Soc., part xviii, p. 201.

11;‘ :L::j.' nmi.rllrmm.-ai;uu'u more than another would tend to hand down the name of the author of the * Bird
of Australia™ to |1n.-it'ril.}', it would be the discovery and the public: ' * the o . 1|n5
Bower-birds. In figuring and describing, then, an additional hlrt*iiu:l:l:lll!l;'it: ::1..:31: ( ;I:Ifgl;l:w[ |1'“!1‘1'“' v tl"f
!‘”"""""'"L'C to the notice of the ornithological world another of the most 'mh-l ‘:'1' -i I]' , l”-n M 1“."”“” e
acquainted. The discovery of the present species 1s due to Mr .Iu.hn "hl'.u'("!;' :““'“:_ .H” §mic jrie w? ki
BV ST = ; ; Mr. MacGillivray, who procured a specimen
at Cape York, cocnred its eurions bower, and transmitted both to the British Muse T :
known and nearly allied species being hoth conspicuously adorned e J_I![. two formerly
s e Ih‘, LAy & | -|I misly ad t}lljrlt m’fh a lovely frill of liliaceous feathers
l:’: '.Ill ll ":H ‘U'I ¢ neck, : ﬂdllll-; v .-u|b|mi-ul that the same kind of ornament would be found in all the
speeles 3 bub it appeirs that sueh 15 not the case for b b e Aol
Lt ::H Sl ml:w ::}t.”:;:f n-.‘ I1HIH ..:.Tjhi.til._ n! it 1 any f’l lhl!.{:.‘iillll|1:|.t_“é :.11"
rather larger than €. u;m-frfrem or almost inlw;'l;wtli'nc I 1":.]4;1: "‘“J ‘i“} ”"1 Im.{liﬁ.{ . “”’-L: R
HERLE, : i wee at specles « : e
cimilar character of markings on ihe back, but the brown spots -.:1 T'IH L-“-“ d”-{- : ”-Mﬁﬂhl bidasine
i TRINGS : spots are neither so large, so round, nor so deeply

coloured : the distinguishing teature of the present species 1s its rich, uniformly-coloured, bull under "illrr:lt’[:
a feature which does not exist either in the C. maculata or C. nuchalis.  The !.}uwnr differs very 1';:1!';;1r|-::|h1.!:'
from those of the other two speeies 3 it 1s about 13 inches long and 10 or 11 inches high its walls -.-:hi:”;.
are very thick, are nearly upright, or but little nclining towards each other at the tu|1,..-,u that the ;::lﬂurrr:
through is very narrow. This elevated structure, which is formed of fine twigs, is placed on a very thick pl;h
form of thicker twigs, nearly 4 feet in length and almost as much in breadth : here and there 1 small snail-
shell or berry is dropped in the way of decoration.

The following note rolative to this bird 1s extracted from Mr. MacGillivray's Narrative of the Vovage of
HLALS. Rattlesnake :"— i

“ Two days before we left Cape York, 1 was told that some Bower-birds had been seen in a thicket or
patch of Tow serub, half a mile from the beach; and after a long search 1 found a recently-constructed
hower, 4 feet long and 18 inches high, with some fresh berries lying upon it.  The bower was situated near
the border of the thicket, the bushes composing which were <eldom more than 10 feet high, crowing in
«mooth sandy soil without grass. J '

i Next morning [ was landed hefore tiﬂ:.'li;:;hl‘, and prnrcodtrd to the place in company with Paida, taking
large board on which to carry off the bower as a specimen. 1 had great difficulty in inducing my

with us a
lie was afraid of a war party of Gomokudins, which tribe had lately given notice

friend to accompany me, as

that they werc coming to fight the Evans Bay people. However, I promised to protect him, and loaded one

barrel with ball, which gave him inecreased confidence ; still he insisted upon carrying a large bundle of

spears and a tlm:m'lng-stick.
« While watching in the serub, I caught
iehbourhood of the bower, announcing its presence by an occasional loud

through the bushes in the nel
elirr=r-r, and imitating the notes of various other birds, t-:'-pt"i-'iully ihe Leatherhead. I never before met

several glimpses of the tewinga (the native name) as it darted

it enticed me to follow it to a short distance, then flving off and
pun through and be off again hefore 1 could reach
At length, just as my patience was becoming
|gh the twigs, for-

with a more wary bird ; and, for a long time,
alighting oif the bower it would deposit a berry or two,

the spot. All this time 1t was impossible to vet a zhot.
the bower and disappear, when I fired at random throt

exhausted, I saw the bird enter
atterly, and so cilent had we been, that a

runately with effect.  So closely had we concealed ourselees |
actually Iurp]w-:l up within fifteen vards, uneonseions of our presence until fred at.

kangaroo, while feeding, ‘
«l by Mr. Gould as Chlamydera cerviniventrisy and

My Bower-bird prm'u'l’. to be a new species, since deseribe
the bower 18 exhibited the British Museum.”

When Mr. MacGillivray apu:;tl-.'.- of the bird u'lif_*_'lu'm;.{ ol
form, as, from the fineness of the twigs of which the bower itself is constructe

wards, they could not support the weight of ihe bird.
er of the back and wings murgumd and mat

the top of the bower, he must mean on the plat-
d, with the weaker ends up-

Upper surface brown, each feath rked at the fip 1:;1[":1 buffy
abdomen, thighs, and

d with grevish brown and buff'; under surface of the shoulder,

white ; throat striate
ander tail-coverts light pure fawn-colour.
The fromt figure is of the size of life.
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SPATULA VARIEGATA, Gowd
Variegated Shoveller. .

Spatula variegata, Gould in Proc. of Zool, Soc,, part xxiv. p. 95

;inl.u:\'l:‘ the “{:"‘\-l'ltil'h bronght by Mr. Walter Mantell from New Zealand was a species of Shoveller Duck,
w'mt-.‘h is (‘(‘Ttl‘:ll!'l}‘ new to science, for with no one of the members of this well-defined genus of typical ducks
-.t':m it be confounded. Its nearest ally is the Australian species, Spatula rhunchotis 3 but 1t dill'u;'.-: from it in
its more variegated plumage, and in other particulars, as will be readily seen on an examination of the
accompanying Plate. Hl.l|:-|n';5ﬁ|._=4 ‘t to have been collected at the same time as the fine Parrot Nestor nota-
hilis, the Middle Island of New Zealand will be the part where at least it is occasionally found. It is some-
what strange that so large a bird as this duck should not have fallen to the gun of the collector before ;
yet, on the other hand, how seldom does the common Shoveller of Europe (Spatulu clypeata) fall before
the gun of the sportsman ; even in the parts of England where it is most common, he may pass years without
an opportunity occurring for shooting one. : .

The Spatula varicgata, which forms the fifth and is by far the handsomest species of the genus Spatula, 1
distingunished from the other members by the dark crescentic markings which decorate the feathers of the
breast, sides of the neck, and -‘:il'_'El]Hlléll':nl_‘..‘:i. The species of this well-defined form |n1-r1u11:~'1}' deseribed are
Spatula clypeata, which inhabits Europe, North America, India and China; S. rhynehotis, which is found
throughout Australia S. maculata, the habitat of which is Chili and probably the neighbouring countries
of Peru and Bolivia; and 8. capensis of South Africa.

Crown of the head and space surrounding the base of the bill brownish black : on either side of the face
between the bill and the eye a lunar-shaped streak of white, bounded posteriorly with speckles of black ;
checks, sides and back of the neck dark grey with greenish ceflexions : front of the neck dark brown, each
ly fringed with white ; back brownish black, the feathers of the upper part margined with

feather narrow
the mantle and 5[‘.-‘11]!!111!‘51’3:-3 white,

gre}rish brown ; feathers of the breast, sides of lower part of the neck,
with a crescent of blackish brown near the tip; under surface dark chestnut blotehed with black 3 flanks
lighter chestnut barred with black; lesser wing-coverts dull greenish blue; greater wing-coverts dark
brown, fringed at the tip with whit
on the outer web next the shaft, bounded post
mainder g_{ruenish black, with a lungthcnud lanceolate mar

ey first elongated scapularies blue-grey, with a conspicuous line of white
eriorly with black ; the next blue-grey, margined on the inner
% of dull or brownish white

web with white 3 the re
ith lighter shafts ; under

down the centre of the apical halfl; speculam deep green 3 primaries dark brown w

ach side of the vent a patch of white freckled with black; under tail-

surface of the <houlder white ;3 on € . :
bright yellow s bill dark purplish black,

inged with shining green ; iail dark brown : irides
ible clouded with vellow; legs and feet vellow.
: hill, S wing, 943 tail, 4% 3 tarsi, 1.

coverts black, t
the under mand
Total length, 161 inches
The figure 1% of the natural size.
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NESTOR HYPOPOLIUS.
Ka-ka Parrot.

Psittacus hypopokins, Forst. leon., 50.
— Meridionalis, Ginel. Edit. Li wyst, N i 331 i
- Nestor, Lulli,(:llltll!tll?-{'l}.;:i ::11_1];: ;1 Ti[i'“f-, tom. 1. p. 333.—Dieff. Trav. in New Zeal,, vol. ii. p- 193,
Austrafis, Shaw, Mus, Lever., pl. at p. 87.—Bonap. Consp. Gen. Av.
_ ( Kakadoe) Nestor, Kuhl, [-."mlw'p. Psitt. in Nov. Act. &e., Pp- 12, 86.
Nestor hypopolivs, Wagl. Mon, Psitt. in Abhand. &e., pp. 505 and l]!lﬁ.—"*:_-];l}' in Jard. Nat. Lib, Parr 2
pl. 12.—Gould, Syn. Birds of Aust., pl. . Mg, 2.—Bonap. Rev. et Mag. :rhl' ;Julrll.: lIH.':‘-:[‘ll:hI..‘;I;::—I.‘]J:{‘

P8, Neslor, sp. 1.

£l

part iii. see, i, Psittacide, p. 99.
~ i e ek X . -1 & .
Southern Brown Parrot, Lath, Gen. Syn., vol. . p. 264.—Shaw, Gen. Zool., vol. viii. p. 522.—Lath. Gen. Hist
; " : . p. 522.—Lath. Gen, ;
vol. ii. p. 211. . i
Nestor ."\E‘J!'rf—-ZI'fﬂHrHrr’, Less. Traité d'Orn., pe 191,
Clentrourus Australis, Swains, Class. of Birds,, vol. ii. p. 303,
Ka-ka, Natives of New Zealand.

Avrnouven .ﬁ:'lr:n' }’.t'.‘li:m{! hi'l?'-i‘h[‘t'tl known to us since the days of our celebrated voyager Captain Cook, and
been a British possession for so many years, no one of its many intelligent settlers has written a line
respecting this species of Parrot; neither has the English ornithologist Swainson, who resided there for
SOME yeurs, nor the German historian of its birds, Dieffenbach, nor the enlightened Governor Grev, said
one word on the subject. Had an opportunity offered for my visiting New Zealand, this void in the
history of one of the most interesting of the great group of Parrots should certainly have been filled up;
what more, then, can I do than give an accurate ficure of the bird, and call the attention of the residents
of New Zealand to the subject, in the hope that-one or more of them will study and record the habits and
economy of the bird before it is extirpated, and its name and a few stulfed skins alone left as an evidence
of its once having existed. Although urging this so strongly, T am aware that of all the members of
the genus the present :-apu(-i:_-.::a is the commonest, and that at this moment numbers are yet to be found
in the New Zealand group; still T feel assured that it is one of the species which before many years have
elapsed will become extinet. A very great dissimilarity both in size and colouring occurs in different
examples of this species, 0 much so as to induce a belief, both in my own tnind and in that of others, that
they may constitute two species, a great and a little Ka-ka. Some of the specimens have the whole of the
crown and back of the neck and the onter portion of the wings bluish erev : others appear to be real
Nestors, having very hoary heads ; some ¥
of the neck, while in others this feature is more feebly developed. T will be a question for the colonist® to
or if the differences scen in the skins sent to Europe are

we very distinet collars of beautiful-fringed feathers at the back

determine if there be more than a single species,
indications only of local varieties, and to what canse they may be due.
Wageler's genus Nestor, the species of which are rendered remarkable by the

Thig bird is the type of Dr.
ihe only ontward difference’ in the sexes would appear to be the

depth and richness of their colouring ;

and less brilliant colouring of the female.
harsh and disagrecable in the extreme, and to possess considerable

comewhat smaller size It is said to be one of the most noisy and

impudent of its race, to have a voice
powers of imitation.

Crown of the head and nape hoary, slightly tinged with green, and w
foathers at the cheeks and front of the

d with brown, and washed with red at the base of the bill 3 all the upper surface olive-

ed with dark brown, and the feathers of the neck tipped with three semicircles
the margins and tip ; under wing-

ith a narrow edging of brown to

each feather ; ear-coverts striated with dull orange and brown ;
throat hoary bordere
hrown, each feather margin
: wines and tail olive, becoming paler on
primaries and cecondaries deeply toothed on their in-
-colour, those of the tail with deep-reddish salmon-colour ; feathers of the

ast elive, with a narrow crescent of brown near the tip, beyond which is a second of dark-reddish orange :
abdomen, and under tail-coverts olive, largely tipped with deep

bill horny ; feet mealy brown.
old bird, and is of the size of life ;

of orange-brown and orange

coverts scarlet, crossed by narrow bands of black

ternal webs with light salmon

bre
lower part of the back, upper tail-coverts,
which, near the end, 1s a narrow crescent of brown ;
ate was taken from a tolerably
surface of the wings and mi].

rich red, within
The large figure on the accompanying Pl
the reduced figure i< given to show the colouring of the under




ZOSTEROPS ALBOG ULARIS, Gowld.

White-breasted Zosterops.

Zosteraps albogularis. Gould in Proe. of Zool. Soc., part iv. p. 75 ; and i Syn. Rirds of Aust., pl. . fig. 2—Gray

and Miteh, Gen. of Birds, vol. i. p. 198, Zoslerops, sp. fi.

oenus Losterops have a most extensive range over the old world. India proper THE
and so have Southern Africa, Japan, and China; but the countries in which the
, and the great Papuan group,

Tne members of the
its own pl'ru]lm' species
species are most numerous are Australia, Lord Howe's and Norfolk [slands
adjacent islands : in all these localities they oceur in abundance. Every

including New Caledonia and the
ecies, antd some of them two or three : Lord Howe's Island has

island appears to have its own |r:n'ti{:1llm* sp
two, and 1n Norfolk and Philip [slands two oth

three or four very distinet h}lt'.('it'.:-_i, all different
bird is one of the largest; 't was characterized and figured by me as long since

ers occur.  On the continent of Australia there are at least

from those of the islands, Tasmania excepted. Of all these

Humerous species, the present
as January 1837 3 1ts hative country is Norfolk [sland, whence specimens have been sent from time fo time

ever since it was formed into a penal sottlement. Asis the case with the other members of the renus, there

appears to he but little difference in the ontward char:
this country being very similar.

All the upper surface and wing-coverts _ﬂruuniﬁh olive,
a broad zone of white feathers surronnds each eye, bounded in

abdomen white ; flanks pale chestnut, under tail-coverts

strongly tinged with chestnut on the back ; wings

and tail brown, margined with olive-green 3
front and below with black ; throat and centre of the
pale vellow ; bill and legs lead colour.

The figures are the size of hife.

eters of the sexes, all the siwtimcus that have reached
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Turdus poliocephalus, Lath. Ind. Orn,

sp. T2 ] ol "
-~ fuliginosus, Lath. in Lamb. Icon. ined., vol. i, ;;_f;'{:"ﬂ ":".'-.T::_{._-;,'
Merula Nestor, Gould.—Jard. and Selb. Ill. Orn. % o

b

Ash-headed Thrush, Lath. Gen. Syn. Supp., vol. i ©7 -

Turdus fuliginosus, Lath. Ind. Orn. Supp., xlii. ? - ;

Sooty Thrush, Lath. Gen. Syn. Supp., vol. ii. p. m']t* ik, Gen. Zool, vol. x. p. 195?.—Lath. Gen. Hist,
vol. v. p. 1252, ]

; '1.;' Hﬂv, G_eu. Zool., vol. x. p. 226.

Thue present species of Merula appears to hayz hé}iqé:__.- wn for a much longer period than I had supposed ;-
indeed I was not aware that Latham had gH’_“‘".'J!": i ;_:,ﬂr':rzg;{'-;deacr_iptinn of the bird under the name of Zwrdus
poliocephalus, otherwise 1 should not have proposad I.El"m alditional name of Nestor. When Norfolk Island was
first made a penal settlement, this bird was donbtlegs very common there ; but I have reason to believe it has
now become scarce, having been partially extirpated hy the Government officers and convicts who tenanted
this beautiful island for so many years. Some shorty time since, I described a second species of this form
from Lord Howe's Island, under the name of Merula vinitincta’; and I have seen a third species in the British
Museum (Merula xanthopus ?, Turdus aurantius, var. ggGmel.), which I believe is from New Caledonia. All
these have a general resemblance both as to form and @ille of colouring ; and it would be as well perbaps if
they were formed into a new genus among the Me for T have always considered them somewhat
removed from the true Blackbirds of Northern Asij ope. I have long wished to know something
of the habits and economy of these birds, but at pr¢ ng has been ascertained : there appears to be
less difference in the colouring of the sexes than od hong the true Merule ; for the birds I consider to
‘be females are very similarly colouréd, and are oni less in size.

_' ank, and front of the throat light ash egwn, the remainder of the plumage dark sooty black ; in
R P ens the under tail-coverts have a stripgjof dull white down the ceritre of each ; bill, eyelash and
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‘die of curiosity. [ am told the wet season here 18

SEMIOPTERA IWALLACEI, G. R. Gray.
Standard-Wing.

Paradisea wallacei, G. R. Gray in Proc. of Zool. Soc., part xxvii. p. 130
Semioptera, G. R. Gray, /.

Oxe of the most remarkable Insessorial birds that has been discovered for many years is the one just sent
1o l,mlulun by _-"-.: R. Wallace, Esq., from the island of Batchian, and to which Mr. {: R. Gray has :::'H'l'll the
L) T [ R wf = » W o " Lo z

;:;.::.I::n:i}::ftlIlt.if“_l:lT“::T{:;: “i::::;,mmh %’rl'iltllfh‘.-}f] It'lrr.:‘-.‘fadlucc: .l.nust have been wh.mn n.i% remarkable
. ST astically does he write on this and the other objects with which he
is surrounded —determining to keep his discovery seeret, yet not resisting the l{:n;pt:uiun to make it
I»;mn.\'n when next he writes home.  As many of my readers may not be acquainted with the position of
the island of Batchian, I may state that it is one of the Moluccas, and, according to Guthrie’s © Geography,’
“ produces cloves, is very fraitful, and belongs to the Duteh 3 long. 125° 5" E.7 Now, if there .l;e u;lr.
nation which has paid more attention to the natural productions of their foreign possessions than any other,
it is the Duteh : how, then, is it that so conspicuous a bird as the Semiuprerr; should not have In_-un‘m:nt to
Holland, and made known by Temminck or Schlegel 2 With what pleasure and enthusiasm would its
arrival have been hailed at their great Leyden Museam! Thus much by way of prelude : I shall now
proceed to give a copy of Mr. Wallace's letter to Mr. S. Stevens, in which he announces his interesting

discovery :
 Batehinn, Molueeas, Oct. 29, 1855,

¢ Here I have been as yet only five days; but from the nature of the country, and what I have already
done, I am inclined to think it may prove one of the best localities 1 have yet visited. Birds are as yet
very scarce ; but I still hope to get a fine collection, though I believe I have already the finest and most
wonderfied bird in the island. I had a good mind to keep it a sceret, but I cannot resist telling you. | have
a new Bird of Paradise! of a new genus 1! quite unlike anything yet known, very curious and very hand-
some 1!  When I can get a couple of pairs, I will send them overland, to see what a new Bird of Paradise
will really fetch. Had I seen the bird in Ternate, I should never have believed it came from fere, so far
out of the hitherto supposed region of the Paradiseide. 1 consider it the grealest discovery I have yet
made ; and it gives me hopes of getting other species in Gilolo and Ceram. There is also here a species
of Monkey—much further eastwards than in any other island ; so yon see this is a mast curious locality,
combining forms of the East and West of the Archipelago, yet with species peculiar to itself. It also
differs from all the other Moluccas in its geological formation, containing iron, coal, copper, and gold, with
a glorious forest vegetation, and fine large mountain streams : :t is a continent in miniature. The Dutels
are working the coals; and there is a good oadito the mines, which gives one easy access 10 the interior
forests.

s [ can do nothing at drawing birds, but send vou a horrible sketch of my discovery, that you may not

terrible, and that it begins in December; so | shall pro-

bably have to leave then.”

The sketeh alluded to in the above e
and comparison with other known species
Jogical Society, March 22nd, 1859) :—

Ar. Wallace remarks in his letter, to be a new form :
I of which are webbed on each side at the apex. It is the posses-
for it the subgeneric appellation of
which appellation think is justly-
ment of ornithological

stract having been placed in Mr. G. R. Gray’s hands for examination
. the following notes of that gentleman relative to it were read to
the meeting (of the Zoo : axlt

«'This bird proves, as it has, springing from.the lesser

= g ik . :

coverts of each wing, two long <hafts, bot
<ion of these pecubar winged standards that induces me 10 propose
and I further add the pruvi:a.iun:il :;p(:{:'lﬁc name of wallaci,
v he has hitherto shown in the advance
' - LI R
ities rarely if ever travelled by naturalists.”

Nemdoplerd 5
due to Mr. Wallace for the indefatigable energ
nd entomological knowledge, by visiting local
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CHRYSOCOCCYX MINUTILLUS, Gou.
Little Cuckoo.

Chrysococeyx minutillus, Gould in Proc. of Zool. Soe., part xxvii. p. 128.

- -

) Nornixe further is known respecting this litte bronze Cuckoo than that it is a native of Port Essingtnn.
’ whence the only specimen I have yet seen was sent. The example alluded to is fully adult, and differs very »
considerably from the Chrysococeyw lucidus and every other species with which I am acquainted. It is
perhaps more nearly allied to the Java species, C. basalis of Horsfield, than to the €. lucidus, but it is as
much smaller than the C. basalis as that bird is less than C. leeidus. The type of C. basalis, which is the
only one I have scen, and is probably the only one known, is not a fully adult bird ; and yet its admeasure-
vl : ment exceeds by half an inch that of the C. minutillus. .
Head, all the upper surface, and wings shining bronzy green ; all the under surface white, barred with s -
bronzy green, the bars being most distinct on the flanks; primaries and secondaries white on the basal B
portion of their inner webs ; two centre tail-feathers bronzy green, the next on cach side bronzy green on -
the outer web, rufous on the inner web, crossed by a broad band of black near the tip, and with an oval -
T spot of white across the tip of the inner web; the two next on cach side bronzy green on their outer webs, (s
':'3};‘1“'_'.: Y their inner webs rufous with large spots of black near the shaft, most conspicuous on the outermost of the % ‘:'
A, Lol two feathers ; their inner webs are also crossed near the tip with a very broad band of black, and have an J‘]' :
A _' oval _sﬁfot of white at the tip; the outer feather on each side is barred alternately on the outer we-:b with : e
- N . dull bronzy green and dull white, and on the inner one with broad decided bars of black and white and
B GaL et tipped with white; bill black ; feet olive..
PR, e The figures are of the natural size.
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PETROICA? CERVINIVE NTRIS, Goul.
Bufl-sided Robin.

Petroica cerviniventris, Gould m Proe of Zool. Soc., part xxv. p. 221,

So far as regards Ornithological science, 1t was fortunate that Mr. Elsey remained for a long time encamped
near the Vietoria River, on the north-west coast of Australia, since it enabled him to pay some attention to
the natural objeets which carrounded him; and the discovery of the present bird, which is quite new to
science, is one of the results of his long stay in that spot in charee of a portion of Mr. Gregory's Expedi-
tion.  All who have read my work on the Birds of Australia, will have observed that a species of Petroica
is ficured in the third, volume under the name of P. supercifiosa, which bird was collected by the late
Mr. Gilbert in the neighbourhood of the Burdekin Lakes, towards the Gulf of Carpentaria: with this
species the one here figured 1s very nearly allied ; and as both differ somewhat in form from the typical mem-
bers of the genus, or true Petroice, it may in all ]u'nlmhi!h:. be found necessary to institute a distinet genus
for their reception : they are doubtless l'v|n'v.~;mnlntlrt*.\' of each other in the respective countries they inhabit,
the superciliosa dwelline on the eastern parts of the continent, and the cervinieentris in the western.

The following is a correct deseription of the species :—

All the upper curface, wings, and tail chocolate-brown 3 line over the eye, throat, tips of the greater wing-
coverts, base of the primaries, base and tips of the cecondaries, and tips of the tail white ; breast grey;
abdomen deep fawn-colour, becoming almost white in the centre; bill black feet blackish brown ; irides

dark brown.
The fgures are of the natural size.
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NESTOR NOTABILIS, Gowa.
Kea Parrot.

Nestor notabilis, Gould in Proc. of Zool. Soc., part xxiv. p. M.—G. R, Gray, List of Spee of Birds in Coll. Brit
' v, L B L) 4= s . rit.

Mus., pt il see. i, Psittacida, p. 100.

I'I“ must 'h:- rvI||1:-|nh:-rr|I that we are indebted to My, Walter Mantell for the acquisition of a recent specimen
of the Notornis : rzmd ..wrum! only in importance to this extraordinary and almost extinet hird, is the present
r:-1mu"i;:|jt|la.- .x|u-¢-n:-' ol l’;n'm.:, a bird equally as rare as the Notornis, and apparently equally as near its extine-
11n.||. When writing on any of the birds of the New Zealand and adjacent group of islands, it soon becomes
f“ 1{?1-nl that we are dealing with the few remaining members of an extremely ancient fauna, the remnants,
in fact, of genera and species which in the lapse of a lew years will be entirely eflfaced from the surface of
our globe. The Philip Island Parrot ( Nestor productus) is already gone ; and the Kaka ( Nestor fypopolins)
must soon follow, but not so soon, lu'nhzlhl:{, as the present bird. With what care, then, should such relies
be preserved i1 our museums 3 to none but hermetically sealed cases should they be consigned.  Let it be
remembered how great are our regrets that the evidence of the former existence of the Dodo comprises
only a single foot and head and a few dried bones.  Inbued with the importance of recording the history,
and giving a pnrtt‘uiturc of these nearly extinet birds, 1 have endeavoured to be most accurate in their
delineation, especially with regard to the four species of Nestor. [ have nothing to add to the few remarks
respecting the history of the present bird accompanying my original deseription in the © Proceedings of the
Zoological Society ;" and therefore 1 cannot do better than transcribe them here :—

«The Nestor notabiles, which is called * ea ™ by the natives, is the largest of the four species of the form
now known, and is certainly one of the most interesting of the ornithological novelties lately discos ered. It
not only differs from its near allies V. hypopolivs and N. productus in its _t_;ru:u.tur size, but in the greater
uniformity of its colouring, in the yellow toothed markings of the inner webs of the primaries and seconda-
ries, and in the orange toothed markings of the inner webs of the tail-feathers 3 the yellow colouring of the
under mandible s another of the pctwdim‘iiiv.-a by which it may be distingnished.

« Mr. Mantell informed me that he first heard of the existence of the Kea about eight years ago, from
some old natives whom he was questioning as Lo the birds of the Middle fsland. They said the Kea some-
what resembled the Aaka ( Nestor hypapolins), but that, unlike that bird, it was green; and added that it
to the coast in severe winters, but that they had not seen it lately. M. Mantell.has

used formerly to come
ns exhibited of this fine bird: they were hot in the Murihiku country ; anil

only obtained the two specime
for one of them he was indebted to Mr. John Lemon of Murihiku.

« General hue olive-green s each feather tipped in a crescentic form with brown, and having a fine line
of the same colour down the shaft; feathers of the lower part of the back and the upper tail-coverts washed
year the tip with fiery orange-red 3 primaries bro

“umer webs of the lateral feathers brown,

wn, margined at the base with greenish blue ; tail dull
toothed on their basal two-thirds with orange-yellow ; all
ot band of brown, and tipped with olive-brown ;

let tipped with brown, the greater anes banded

green

the tail-feathers crossed near the extremity with an ndistin

feathers of the axillie fine scarlet under wing-coverts scar
rlet 1 basal l}m'tiuu of the primm'iu.' and secondaries largely

with brown and with vellow stained with searl
very widely

the upper surface unless the wings are

toothed with fine vellow, which 15 not 1}{*1‘::0111“:]:: on .
vellow, becoming vicher towards the pomnt;

:-zprmui: npper mandible dark lmrn-mhfnr: under mandible
feet nearly }'I'”il“iﬁh olive.

o« Total length, 18 saches » bill, 243 wing, 1243 tail, 743 tarsi, 14

« Habitat. The Middle Island, New Fealand.”

The figure on the .'u-vmup:m_ailm' Plate is of the natural size.
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NESTOR ESSLINGII, Souance.

- . n -~

Prince of Essling’s Parrot.

Nestor Esslingii, De Souancé, Rev. ef Mag. de Zoaol, 1856, p
Mus., part iii. see. 2, Psittacide, p. 100.

Nove-zelandie, Bonap. Rev, et. Mag. de Zool. 1854, p. 155.

223, —Gray, List of Spec. of Birds in Coll. Brit

-1 .. % : Il i i * & i -
sizarg specimen only of this magnmbeent Parrot has come under my notice ; and this example is perhaps
o 4 il h L}

. the only one ' ¥ e W : N . .
] . : . oy e d. Museum of Great Dritam. It is in a most perfect state of
H:ruu.m':'- have failed to learn »nnlhh--t b 'l : I ml.‘i“M[ t". ik, ew Zealand ; but T, as well as M. de
i ks arn any e definite on tns pomt. In size it even exceeds the great Isa-ka ( Nestor
J";‘;,r}.ur;’.«.aufm_,-.-}, which it resembles in the form of its beak, while in its seneral colourimg it closely assimilates
to Hu-.;"'il, produeties 5 T SOME features of its plumage, however, it diflers from both. In both tr'lm.-u_- species
the tail-feathers .:I.I't‘ strongly toothed on the under surface with red; n the N, Esslingii no such marks
oceur, the toothing on the inner webs of the 11|"|.1:|zn'i1=~; s not so clear and well defined, and the light-
coloured interspaces are more freckled with brown. -

As | have treated the subject of the near extinetion of this species nd its allies rather freely in the
deseription of N. notabilis, it will not be necessary 10 sy anytling on the subject here. :

I need scarcely remark how interesting additional examples of any of these rare Parrots would be to our
collections, especially of the present species 3 second only to which would be a knowledge of the counfry it
inhabits. -

[ observe M. de Souancé states that he believes the Essling Collection also contained a young specimen
ol this bird ; but having examined the ndividnal to which he refers, and which is now in the British Museum,
1 am somewhat doubtful as to its helonging to this species.

The following is M. de Souancé’s account of this bird, which, as he is the original deseriber of the
.-alwl:ilr:ri, is g'ls.'uu in his own words :—

«« Npsron EssLINGI, nob. Le Nestor dont nous allons donner la deseription est, sans contredit, I'msean
le plus rmnm'u'uuhlu de la collection Masscna. Intermédiaire entre le N. hypopolis et le N. productis, ce
magnifique Perroquet réunit, dans son plumage, des details caractéristiques de ces denx especes.

«« Coloration générale semblable a celle du &V, hypopolius = tout le dessus de la tete oris blanchitre, les
plumes auriculaires jaune orangé tres-vif, les joues rouge orange 3 les plumes de la poitrine aris cendre,
mais largement bordées de brun; unc Jaree ceinture d’un blane j:l.lltlﬁll":_‘ regne sur le milieu du ventre 3 le
has-ventre, les cuisses et les couvertures de la queue rouge brun ; bec et pir|1- de couleur sombre. L. 'l.
=0 cent. ; aile 30 cent. Nouvelle-Z¢lande ? Un autre individu, jeune, rossemble tout-a-fait au jeune de

I'espece ordinaire, mais il offre quelques plumes hlanches sur I'abdomen, ce qui indigue clairement qui!
:q:p;u-tlvnl A cette espece. .
« Jon comparant cette espece avec ses deux congénéres plus anciennement connus, nous VOYOUS qu'il differe

du V. f.-wm;mﬁrm, dont, au reste, il est fort yolsin, par la coloration pll.ii vive de ses joues et par sp ceinture

blanche. Nous .'-'i;,'_‘ni_l]l."l‘l}lli dans le N ‘m-mfrrrrux, an fait analogue 4 celni que nous avons deja remarque
L. Reoulus, L. Bonapariet 3 e'est-a-dire, le prolongement excessif de la

dans les Lariculus ;rf;i('a",r;‘;'u'-m.-'x,
speces américaines, chez I Enicng nathus

(qui rappelle ce que Fon voit pau'm'l les e
les Cacatoes, dans le genre Liemetis. Ici rien de pareil n'a lieu:
ML Gould, dans ses” Oiseaux de I' Australie,” figure un jenne N. productus,
te espéce et qui Jen éloigne beaucoup

mandibule .l-'.uinf'rivunr, g
e"q:f-‘u‘.r’:_um'ﬁus, et pour le bec entierement
<emblable a celui du N. hypopolius.
qui par s |mitr'|m_- grise cemblerait avolr quelques rapports avec cet : . ¢
sp tete brune ef Ia forme de son hee. Nous caractérisons donc les trois especes de Nestor
Bee grand et fort; dessus de la tete blane

de rouge. 2 N. Esslingii. Bee g:_r:uul et fort:

ut-pmulunt par e ]
i i . ypolins satre 3 plumes
de la maniere suivante o L F .I'?_a,rpr:‘nw'm.n grisafre 3 plumes
quriculaires et joues faiblement nuancees de jaune et

grisatre plmm-i anriculaires et joues tres-vivement colorées de jaunc et e

car labdomen. 3 N, productus. Bec

ouge 3 la gorge la poitrine

sommet de la tete blanc :
rouge orange 3 Joitrine gris brun, une large ceinture blanc jaunatre ,
X ’ de la tete brun; les joues d'un jaune nuance de 1
[le Philips. Le jeunc @ la poitrine hrune.”

Nestor natabilis, had he been aware of its

iros-allongé et gréle s sqmmet ‘
et les couvertures inferieures des ailes jaune pale.

To this list M. Souance would doubtless have added my

existence.

T is much reduced.
The large figure 1s the other

of the size of life :
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CASUARIUS BENNETTI, Goutd.
: Bennett’s Cassowary.

] & v L] .
Sasuarius Bennetti, Gould in Proe. of Zool. Soc., part xxv 269, pl. 120.—Gray i

R - Soc., part 1 .p- 269, pL 129.—Gray in Proc. of Zool. Soc., part. xxvi
p- 271, pl. 144.—Dr. Bennett in Proe. of Zool. 8 ., part xxvil : : B
o ) - s Zool. Sod., part xxvi.. p. 32
Maoruk, Aborigines of New Britain. .

Wi wm]hl HAY | 1
ave s ¥ 1 - e (Y Sy ¥ 3 e
have suppose d the former existence of an extensive aroup of Struthious birds of great

'Illl‘ r 8 ] # " lI -. ¥ ¥ l. ¢
agnitude and comprising  many species ? and  what naturalist would have imagined that so much
i i b

of the bony structure * these hirds w N : :
) s of these birds would have heen brought to light—that not ot thet ‘@eneric. bot

weir specthe characters may b accurately deseribed, and even their entire Jkeletons mounted i our

insenms Yeu these r'hln-_'!'-. have been realined within  the last few vears, the s wdefatizable ek
. ' i ey

;mltl carclul study .111 H“. Owen having enabled him to determine and arrange the semi-fossilized remains
131 I!Inll'll-l'r-nl.l.*-. speeies of a greal family of birds which formerly existed on our globe, and of which some
lew HI.““““ (o testily as to the character of their plumage and their economy of life. 1t is a living repre-
.*-'v'nt'.n En-_ of this almost extinet group (hat forms the subject of the present paper, anil the discovery
”1, which must be hailed with interest, tending as it does to throw a light on the history of those |mL.|-1L
birds of remote antiguity the Dinornis and its allies.  Professor Owen considers this u:'t'-\ bird and the
Cassowary ( Casuaris aaleatus) to be the most nearly allied living types of his genus Palapterya 5 and if this
upiniuu Lhe corrcet, we may infer that the habits and economy, a8 well as the kind of plumage antl the
character of country inhabited by the extinet birds, were very similar. 1 have always considered
the Cassowary 1o helong to a totally different group to the Ostriches, which are :uluph-tl for roaming over
vist |1|.1ﬁ||.-; and open country during the ll;l}'—ti!'ﬂl'.? and to feed upon berries, fruits, mollusks and small
animals generally s while the Cassowary, the Mooruk, and the Apteryx arc partially or wholly nocturnal, living
reclusely in the aullies and humid parts of dense forests, feeding upon the roots of ferns and other plants
IIL‘L'I.IHill‘ to such situations. The hair-like character of their feathers bespeak these habits and mode of
life, as much as the plumes of the Ostriches do their adaptation for open plains and cavannahs. Having
ln*vau'n-'ml thus much, I now proceed fo state that it has been a source of much gratification to myself, that
I have been enabled, through the kindness of Dr. Bennett of Sydney, further to add to our knowledge of this
aroup by making known the existence of an entirely new .~;|wrh-s of Casuarius; 1 mention my aratification,
because 1 consider this to be one of the most important additions to ornithology [ have ever had the good
fortune to bring hefore the notice of the <cientific world. 1t is true that the same remark might be made
with rv_i_r:m\ to Bal@niceps, the Menura Alberti, and many other extraordinary birds T have had the plu-.mlrv of
naming 3 but the present species and the Aptery® Oweni are members of a nearly extinet family of birds, the
remnants of a group which played an jmportant part in the economy of nature in periods long gone hy. How
much, then, does <cience owe to Dr. Bennett for having cocured and sent this bird to London ! and how much
does the Society in whose Im.-am::-a-alnu this valuable donation 1s deposited, owe to him for his liberality ! Three
examples of this ﬁuc‘hir{l, a uiﬂmuﬁd adult male and two younger specimens, grace the Gardens of the
Zoological Society of London, where they live side by side with the Ostrich, the Rhea, the Emeu, the
Apteryx, and 1ts allied congener, the Cassowary. All are n ool health 3 and such a display of rreat
Struthious birds was never hefore seen, and probably never will be again, and ought alone to be a sufficient
attraction for visitors to this justly popular establishment. ;

On the arrival of the first Mooruk, I was somewhat seeptical as to 1
iry : but as the bird inereased 10 size, and the helmet became more developed, this suspi-
fre nind 3 and now that the bird 1s fully adult, it 1s apparent that no two species can
. y, the Mooruk is a cmaller and shorter bird, and has much

ts being .-cpvrl1"n‘uli:-.' distinct from the

common Cassows
clon wis tﬂﬁlurlh-:l from my 1
be more distinet. Compared with the Cassowar :
thicker legss and the helmet, instead of being in the form of an clevated casque with a short rounded
rises high at the base, and then branches out into two ov b
. _the back part of this clevated double crest being flat and rising rather

This feature has been carefully depicted the accompanymg

i erhanging lobes, the horny part which unites
ridee, g )

iliem being lowest in the centres
n'h'liquvh' from the head near the oceiput.

2 - . C e s form wi refore ¢ clearly serceived by a
Plate, which represents the head of the size of life; its torm will therefore be more ¢ early | y

than by any deseription, Lhowever accurate and minute. The colouring of the
: |.:!.'IIHL was rufous mived with black on t_lw. hack and under part of the
fy, and raven-black about the neck and breast 3 the loose wavy <kin of the neck was hufmrii'nli}' coloured
. pink, and an oceasional <hade of green; and the feet and legs were
the bare skin of the fore part

[ am much indebted

relerence 1o the Plate
Mooruk, when it first arpived in Ea

Lo
with iridescent tints of bluish pnrlrh‘,

The body bas now hecome oenerally darker,
! It blue, and the legs of a somewhat darker tint.
very acearal€ drawing of the youl
; the greaf trouble he has taken in making

of a pale ash-colour.
of the neck of a more npiform sma
F. Angas, Esq- of Svdney, for a
xpress my thanks to Lim for
for ceveral others that have reached me:

to my friend, G. g state of this
bird: and 1 cannot 100 strongly €
tliese correct delineations, @3 well as i e :

as . wling to aid sclence i this way. “
g lIm“'.lr':lm'lr]:‘::;nui‘u the bird as a just compliment 10 ONE who has ever mnmtustef'. the
] yee birds 1o the Zoological Society, has enriched
Is as tathe Labits of the hird while living in

it o1 pluu:ing to find a

centleman who

Dr. Bennett, afrer whom
greatest love for Natu ral Histo
o Procecdings

rv, besides pr(:::ufutin;g the livit

the volumes of their » with sonre interesting deta
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ount of a new spe a i T P S R

It ‘ HI pecies of Cassowary, recently brought to Syduey by Captain Devlin in tl

was procured fr e e L e : . ¥ Oy oaphd evlin in the

e e procured from the natives of New Britain, un island in the South Pacific Ocear 3
9% I‘r ere it 1s known by the name of ¢ Meoruk.! The precize locality 1 Tie g ly e

was a native vill : ality in which the bird was obtained

“] cend you an ace
cutter * Oberon.”

are under two hills name avirator
S i wler two hills named by navigators the Mother and Danehter, on that part of tl i
New Britain lying between Cape Palliser and Cape Stephen : R
i - > - . :
[he feet and lezs, which are very large and strong, are of a pale ash-col chibi
in the extreme leneth of the claw of the i i X aileon lour, and exhibit a remarkable peculiarity
i : i 4 » ¢l f the inner toe on each foot, it bemg nearly three times the leneth which obtai :
in the elaws of the other . This hir Aich is i i : R e
! . e other toes. This bird, which is immature, also differs from the Casuarius galeatus in havi i
e vae - i : : : : afus in hav ;
wrny plate instead of a helmet-like prétuberance on the top of the head whit ) Gt f

4 '1 ‘i”l*—- i v a= W TS i Te . i
and resembles, mother-of-pear! darkened with black lead : the form of the ll allons phate e U 5 e

: . | . differs considerably fro at of

: | . | i m that of the

Emu ( Dromaius Novie-Hollandiee), being, narrower, longer, and more curved, and having a 11{-1 k l leatl R

core at the base ; behi s o i R Tt 1 : : b S UGS NG S
i the base ; behind the plate of the head is a small tuft of black hair-like feathers, which are conti | i
- " . 4 I / e f |

greater o lesger abundance over most parts of the neck,” g

In Dr. Bennett's next communication, direet to the Society, he says :(—

) F}” the 26th of October, 1858, the *Oberon * cutter of forty-eight 1n|L|= arrived in Syidney, having two fine y ‘
h],]"'-‘“in"n-: of the * Mooruk ” on board, stated to be male and female. The captain ';11I:ns'|11<‘-[; 1;11- ll: h:lr.! J!IH"-. 11-"";11“":
cizht muu_:h-.. that he procured them soon after his arvival at New Britain, and since that time had I]H.t.,:d:r,lulliul,:
abont the islands.  They were abont half the size of the specimen sent to England last year. Captain Deviin inil'nu':::
me that the natives capture them when very young, and rear them by hand.  The old birds are 3 I.J'I"L swift of foot 'l[lltl
snesess oreat strength in the lewrs : on the least alar ev elevate « head., T TR o . %
:hil'li bush, thread about in loealities \.\']:I:'rl'.n:: !!Ill:L:I;LILI: ]:ELT{::I-'-'l}-::‘:l]L:{ Il];;m]\'u:.;rllt-llI:HTL T "].511..5 11-!.1.1':5‘]'.'1? :1“”,. “-m””j:. th,‘l
powels of leaping are ver) extraordinary. 1t was (rom 1.51]:('i1‘l'1|ll|.‘w|.'ﬂll‘l.' the I1'|11':I|“I1 ':'Ili.‘ilEj]JfI:Irll If'k'tl :“I':-IH:.. l-hﬂ-]r
wWils lost : ﬁ'ﬂhl itﬁ ]l'.|||.‘.l :PIJ. ]1'i11r-|'|'|"'. i1 :1{11- :]'11; 'I|_|_'|,|]-.g 0= L r. ] .. : .1 . .H ”.” L.“ I-”“I iz ]hi“ﬂ”l

. | r ay a spring on the deck and went overboard ; 1t was hlowine a
.-:It'n_nl_[ breeze at the time, and the bird lu-:"hlu-:l_ In warm weather, the Captain informs me, they are t'-';ru_l.nj'
having a bucket of alt water thrown over them, and seem to enjoy it very much. I succeeded in pun.-'::::dnr these
birds ; and Captain Slater (the present commander of the ¢ Oberon’) brourht them to my house in a cab: and
when placed in the yard, they walked about as tame as turkeys.  They approached any one that came into the yard,
pecking the haad as if desirous of being fed, and were very docile. They began by pecking at a bone in the
:,--.m], !r[':]h;lh]}' not havine tasted any meat for some time, and would not, while enrared upon it. touch some boiled
potatoes which were thrown to them ; indeed we found afterwards they fed better out of a dish than from the
eronnd—no doubt, having been accustomed early to be fed in that manner They were as familiar as if born and
bred among us for years, and did not require time to reconcile them to their new situation, but hecame sociable and
quite at home at once. We found them next day rather too tame, or, like nlmih pets, too often in the way. One
or hoth of them would walk into the kitchen ; while one was dodeine under the tables and chairs, the raI'JH'.!' waould
leap upon the table, keeping the cook in a state of excitement; or they would be heard chirping in the hall, or
walk into the library i search of food or information, or walk up stairs, and then be quickly seen descending arain,
making their peculiar chirping, whistling noise : not a door could be left open, but in they walked, familiar with
all. They kept the servanis constantly on the alert : f one of them went to open the door, on turning round she
found a ¢ Mooruk’ hehind her; for they seldom went together, eenerally wandering apart from each other, If
any attempt was made to turn them out by foree, they would dart |‘:l.p'ul]].' round the room, dodging about under

the tables, chairs, and sofas, and then end by
away: on attempting this, the long, powerful, muscular legs would begin

squatting down under a sofa or in a corner: and it was impossible to

remove the bird, except by carrying it
kicking and strugzling, and soon get released, when it would polit
as if you had something eatable in the hand, when they would follow the direction
of oné of the rooms, it gave
g their bills nto the manger.

ely walk out of its own accord. 1 found the best

method was to entice them out,

in which youn wished to lead them. The housemaid attempting to turn the bird out
her a kick and tore her dress. They walked into the stable among the horses, pokin
whistling noise -« heard ; the door, which is ajar, is pu.~:'|11.'d operm, and in

When writing in my study, a chirping,
rything, and then as peaceably go out again.

walk the ¢ Mooruks,” who quietly pace round the room, inspecting eve
y leap and dodze about, and exhibit a wonderful rapidity of movement,
t gait and manner at other times. Even n the very tame

1f any attempt iz made to tarn them out, the

which no one would suppose possible from their quie
siate of these birds, I have seen sufficient of them to know that, if they were loose in a wood, it would be 1m-

pu.n;.-'ih"lu to catch them, and almost as difficult to shoot them. One day, when apparently frizhtened at something
ihat oceurred, 1 saw one of them scour round the yard at a swift pace, and speedily disappear ander the archway
so rapidly that the eye could hardly follow it, upsetting all the poultry in its progress that could not get out of the
The lower half of the stable-door, about 4 feet high, W
proved no obstacle, as it was easily leaped over by these birds.
frichtened at, the Jabiru or Girantic Crane, which was in the
L One day I remarked the Jabiru spred
. heir wingless condition. ¢ Mooruk,’
: s, as if proud of displaying the stiff horny

as kept shut, o prevent them going in ; but this

They never appeared to take any notice of, or be
game vard, although that sedate, stately bird was
1.L'Hug hiz long wings, and clattering his beak,

Wil !.

not pltur‘-ul at their intrusion.
on the other hand, was

the ¢ Mooruks,’ as if in ridicnle of t
dine out its funny little apology for wir
: in says the natives consider them to a certain desree sacred,
: that they are used as food, but if so, not
ake and bush, would

opposite one of
pruning its feathers, and spre
<hafts with which they were adorned.  Captain Devl
rear them as pets, .nd have great affection for them ; he is not aware

senerally ; indeed, their shy disposition and power of rapid running, darting through the br

almost preclude their capture.

«The height of the largest or male
female 2 feet. The heizht of the largest oF i
of the female 3 feet.”

back, was 2 feet 2 inches, and of the

of these young birds, to the top of the :
| head, was 3 feet 2 inches, and

Jle bird, when erect, 10 the top of the

to be truly that of the Mootuk, 15 9% inches

me by Dr. Bennett, which 1 believe :
: h the entire surface covered with pale-green

An egg preﬁented to :
our very pale buff, wit

long by 3% inches broad’; the ground-col :
corrugations. : .4
d and neck of the Mooruk of the natural size ; the other

One of the accompanying Plates represents the hea _ ' 9
= 2 ; = . il _ e R . i 5 W
It reduced, with a young bird in the distance. [ am happy to acknowledge the assistance rendered me

an adn _
1zs by Mr. Wolf, Mr. Richter, and Mr. Wood.

in the pn-p;lr;ttiuu of these drawi
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7OSTEROPS TENUIROSTRIS, Goud.

Slender-billed Zosterops.
Zosterops lenwirostris, Gould in Proc. of Zool. Soc., part iv. p. 76, and in Syn. Birds of Aust., pl. .fig.l.
lateralis, Gray and Miteh. Gen, of Birds, vol. i. p. 195, Zosterops, sp. 5.

om the*circumstance of its bill being some-

“th the bills of the other members of the genus ; not only is its bill more
slender and elegant in contour than that of any of its congeners, Its
been forwarded to this country,

It is a very distinet and well-defined species, and is of large size when

Of its habits, manners, and mode of life nothing has yet been
cculiarities consequent upon the

Tur specific name of tenuirostris has been given to this bird fr
what prolonged when compared w
lengthened, but its body is also more
native country is Norfolk Island, whence
by way of New Sonth Wales.
compared with most of its near allies.

all the 5pct:inmus [ have seen have

as they might present some p
island, which differs very considerably from that of
any information respecting it from
and vegetation 3 it can

recorded, which is much to be rt-.[_-;rcttml,
of the vegetation of this remote
might expect to alean
this famed Paradise of climate
have contracted a taste for natu_ral

particular character
Australia. 1 fear the time is gone by when we
some intelligent Government officer stationed in

scarcely be supposed that the Pitcairn Islanders, who now inhabit it, can

history.

All the spucimeus [ have see
t differ in outward appearance.
and wing-coverts olive-green, brig
throat vellow, stain

flanks olive-brown ;

n being similarly coloured, it is believed that the sexes, like those of Zoste-
rops albogularis, do no

Head, all the upper surface,
margined with olive-green ;

htest on the head and upper tail-coverts ;
ed with red in the centre; centre of

bill and legs light hrown, inclining to

of blackish

wings and tail brown,

the abdomen and under tail-coverts pale yellow ;

zone of white feathers, bounded below by a line

lead-colour ; eye surrounded by a narrow

bhrown. 5
The figures are of the natural size.
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GELOCHELIDON MACROTARSA, Goud
Great-footed T'ern.

Sterna miacrotarsia, Gould in Proc. of Zool, Soc., part v. p. 26 and in Syn. Birds of Aust., pl fier, 2

Ir s now about twenty-five years ago since a small collection of Australian birds was sent to the Council of
King's College, London, as a donation to their museum. In this collection was a fine species of Tern, which
proved to be new fo science, and of which I published, i1 1837, a full description, together with its ad-
sketeh of the head, under the name of Sterna macrotarsa. In the interval between

measurements and a
therefore, that the bird is extremely

1837 and 1859, I have only seen two other examples; it is evident,
rare, or that we have not yet visited its true -habitat. One of the two specimens referred to was prucurml
by the late Mr. Elsey on the Vietoria River in North-western Australia, and is now in the British Museoam ;
the other, which is i my own poSSession, was obtained at Moreton Bay. The specimen in my own

collection (and, T believe, the one procured by Mr. Elsey) is considerably larger in all its admeasurements
the King's College Musenm ; and the latter, which is ]u-nlml!ﬂ_!.' a female,
Gull-billed Tern (Gelochelidon Anglica) of Europe, to which species the present bird is nearly
¢ on the Australian continent. One of the principal
its northern rcpresvntnti\'m is its light and silvery-
coloured back and wings 3 as well as longer and larger legs.

At this moment before me, for the purpose of comparison, beautiful skins of the . Anglica, col-
inent of India, and another from Java: all
t is evident therefore that the European

than that m very much exceeds
in size the
allied. and of which it is evidently the ru_-1||-{:5£'u.1nt.i1.'
hes the Australian bird from

features which distinguis
it has also a much stouter and longer bill,

I have
locted by Mr. Osbert Qalvin in North Africa; one from the cont

these e in colour and admeasurements 3

and Tndian birds are of the same species.
The following are the admeasurements of the
Total length 17 inches ; bill, 253 wing, 13%; tail, G: tarsi, 14
[y summer the crown of the head and back of the neck are black
ihe remainder of the plumage is white ; and the bill and feet are black.
| is replaced by white.

are as nearly alike as 'l]'l_'!.‘-"‘."-'il'rl
bird I have figured from :—
all the upper surface and primaries

are light silvery grey s
[n winter the black colouring of the head ]n'ubuhl}' disappears ant

The figure 15 comewhat less than the natural size.
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AN I B | Arg - T
CY ()IJ()l}blrl I'A COXEN|, Gou.
Coxen’s Parrakeet.

(yelopsitla Coreni. Gould in Proc. of Zool. Soe. 1RGT, p. 182,

My thanks are due to Me. Waller, ol Brishane, for his kindness in sending me a hne .-|u-~::i|m-n af this
Little Parrakeet, which, at “his request, [ have mamed after C. Coxen, Esq., a Member of the Lecislative
Assembly of Queensland, who has for many years taken a lively interest in ornithology. At present it 1s
s Cyelopsitta that has been found in Australia; but other species of the same

the only member of the o
Mr. Wallace enumerates

form are somewhat numerous in the islands to the northward of that country.
the following in his paper * On the Parrots of the Malayan Region,” published in the Proceedings of the
Zoological Society for 1864, viz. :—Ciyelopsitta diophthalina of the AruIslands ; C. Desmaresti of New Guinea s
(. Blythii of Mysol 5 and C. lowvia, C. lunulata, and C. lewcophthalma of the Philippines.

The history of the bird, so far as [ can learn, is, that during the month of June, 1860, several speciniens
were ln'm-uru.-ll about thirty miles from Brisbane, by a sawyer, who had seen a flock in the neighbourhood for
some weeks, and had shot several for a pudding.
the ordinary green Parrakect, he skinued three or four, two of which he
obtaining additional

" the

Being somewhat interested in ornithology, and observing

o difference between these and
M. Waller, who subsequently visited the locality and succeeded n

brought to
cently received from him, informs me that * the laree scerubs ol

vxumph::-:, and who, I a letter re
fifty miles north-west of Brisbane, which has been but little visited by

mountainous district about forty or
There it sits on the large and lofty fig-trees, silent

the natural home of the bird.
be detected by attentively listening to the falling of the refuse of the

and the hard tops of which are casily cut off with its strong

FLuropeans, appears to be
as death 3 and its presence can only

:

wild figs, upon which it seems solely to subsist,
bill.  All the spl:r'nm'.ns | examined had their crops Glled with the soft inferior portion but it appears to
ripe fruit. Its colouring so close
almost defies detection ; and the only chane
il your have marked vour bird; or it is ten to one
of figs, it silently removes to another. It
asembling cheep, cheej.

reject the fully ly resembles that of the large leaves with which it 1s sur-
rounded that it . of obtaining examples is by watching the falling

of the refuse of its food, and neve
ssful.  When it has finished with one hunch
t when it leaves them utters a very low sount r

¢ moving vour cyes unt

vou will be unsucce
| while. on the trees, b
alike in plumage s but the female is rather |
other respects the Cyelopsitia Coveni is nearly allied to t

¢ extent of that colour on the checks.

1 of red, which anites through ihe lores with

Lk

emits no cal
The sexes are arger than the male.
[n size and in some he C. diophthalma, hut differs

ce of scarlet on the crown and n the smalle
across the foreheard a narrow bant

beneath which

in the absen

General plumage green s . |
is a patch of blue ; prunaries margined

a large p:m'h of the same hue on the ear-coverts,
o streak of red on the tertiaries near the 1
blending with a whitish line at the bas
; darker at the point 3 irides hazel.

with blnes yody ; tail short and wholly green 3 bill very stout, the
L] ] b
upper mandibl
tips of both black
Total length 7. inches, bill 5,
of the size of life.

e of a hluish horn-colour e ; under mandible whitish,
o ]

feet |m'lv greenish white ; nails light horn-colour,
iR A o
wing 3., tail 2, tarsiz.

The figures e
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CHLAMYDERA GUTTATA, Gowa

Guttated Bower-bird.

Chlamydera guttata, Gould in Proe. of Zool, Soc., 1862, p. 161,
Chlamydadera guttata, Id. Handb, Birds of Aust,, vol. i. p. 452,

I am indebted to the researches of I'. F. Gregory, Esq., lor a knowledge of this new species. It was
colleeted in North-western Australia, and is doubtless the bird which constructs the bowers deseribed by
Captain (now Sir George) Grey in his ¢Travels,” vol. i. pp. 196 and 245, where he states that, on t_r'uinin;;
the summit of one of the sandstone ranges forming the watershed of the streams flowing into the
Glenelg and Prince Regent's Rivers, *we fell in with a very remarkable nest, or what appeared to me
to be such. We had previously seen several of them, and they had always afforded us food for conjecture
as to the agent and purpose of such structures. This very curious sort of nest, which was frequently
found by myself and other individuals of the party, not only along the sea-shore, but in some instances
at a distance of six or seven miles from it, [ once conceived must have belonged to a Kangaroo, until
I was informed that it was the run or playing-place of & species of  Chlamydera. These structures were
formed of dead grass and pérts of bushes sunk a slight depth into two parallel furrows in sandy soil, and
then nicely arched above. But the most remarkable fact connected with them was, that they were always
full of broken sea-shells, large heaps of which protruded from each extremity. In one instance, in a bower
the most remote from the sea that we discovered, one of the men of the party found and brought to me the
stones of somé fruit, which had evidently been volled in the sea ; these stones he found lying in a heap in the
nest, and they are now in my possession.”

The bird sent to me by Mr. Gregory is rather larger, but bears a gencral resemblance to the Chlamydera
maculata, being spotted all over like that species ; but it differs in the guttations of the upper surface being
of a larger size and much more distinct, in the abdomen being buff, and in the shafts of the In'iumrics being
of a richer yellow. In all probability the specimen is a female 3 for it is entirely destitute of the beautiful
lilaceous mark seen in the males only of C. maculata and €. nuchalis.  Since Mr. Gregory discovered this
interesting bird, Mr. Stuact, as all the world knows, has crossed the continent of Australia I'|:ur1| .-‘!L.rielnilr.ir.: to
the Victoria River; and that he met with this bird in some part of his journey is shown by his having kindly
left at my house the head of a male adorned with fine lilaceous feathers at the back of tlutc neck, }i]{u C. nu-
chalis :u;nl C. maculata. Having seen no more than this head of a male, the remaining porfion u.l' my
at the same time, judging from analogy and the close alliance of the bird to

figure of that sex is imaginary; ; . :
‘ The species last mentioned

L maenlata, ] may venture to predict that my delineation of it is not far wrong. ‘
is confined to New South Wales, Queensland, and the south-eastern portion of Australia; the. C. guttata, on
two thousand miles to the westward ; the two species must there-
the countries they respectively inhabit,—a view which is

the other hand, was discovered more than
fore be regarded as rupre:acntmir(‘ﬁ of each other n . . ; ;
1 having vet been found in the intermediate country of South ;’L‘ustraim.. ;

- these birds belong, we now know four very distinct species, ViZ.
all of which are ]mculiﬂr to Australia.
d Sericulus on the other, is very evident

confirmed by neither of thei
Of the very remarkable genus to which
Chlamydera nuchalis, C. maculata, C. guttata, and C. cerciniventris,

That they are intimately allied to Pfi!rmarﬁynm"ms on the one hand, an
: : and from the circumstance of the members of all the three genera

v account of each species; we have vet to
[ think it likely that this may prove fo he
-£ the other members of this singular family.

from the similarity in their structure > ciret
constructing the wonderfully curious bowers described in m
learn whether the Cat Bird (Ailuradus) has @ similar habit ;
the case, although we find s that form a departure from thoee

The fgures are of the natural size.
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MALURUS LEUCONOTUS, Gowd.
White-backed Superb Warbler.

Malurus leveanofus, Gould in Proc. Zool. Soc. 1865, p. 198, and Handb Birds of Aust,, vol, 1. p. 332

I perieve that up to the present time there has not been a single species of the genus Malurns found in any
other conntry than Australia and the adjacent islands ; but wherever a voyager may step on shore on Th-i_-
coast of that continent, whether it be at Port [ssington or Cape York on the north, at the Swan on the
western coast, Rockingham or Moreton Days on the east, Victoria and South Australia or Tasmania, he
cannot take a lengthened walk into the interior without meeting with one or other of the numerous species
of these lovely birds, |u:pu'|;u~1:.' known as Superb Warblers. They are, ndeed, to be found in every district,
even in the sterile interior. None were known to Linnaeus or his contemporaries 3 but one of them attracted
the notice of the voyagers of the latter part of the last century, and was figcured n White's ¢ Vovage to
Botany Bay,” at page 28G. White's figure, however beautiful may be the bird it portrays, did not lead
us to suspect that so many other 5111?#1:_‘:-; of the form would be discovered, or ihat the whole would constitute
a very distinet subfamily ; for so the Muluri may in justice be considered. In their structure, in their style
of colouring, and in the changes to which they are subject, they appear to be isolated from most other
known birds, and seem to be naturally divided into several sections. First there is the lovely Malurus
coronatus, which for the present stands alone as the largest and as having the most heautifully colonred
crown of any of the other members of the genus. Secondly, the M. Lamberti, M. clegans, M. pulcherrimus,
and M. amabilis constitute a section :1i.~:ti|1;_=;|.u1.-!1u|| for
ed the AL .'-'lm"cmfef'm'. M. melanotus, M. callainus, M. longicaudus, and . eyaneus.

d-backed A7 melanocephalus, and M. cruentatus ; fifthly, the white winged M. lewca-
if the bird discovered by Quoy aud Gaimard, in the Voyage de

the variegated character of their plumage. Ina

third may be arrang
Fourthly there is the Re
perus, M. leuconotus, and M. cyanotus,
I'Uranie,” on Dirk Hartog's [sland should prove to b
think pmhnh'lv,—-—;l doubt 1 could have cleared up if their original spe
sixthly, the new species lately deseribed by me from Cape

o different from the species found in New South Wales,

which I cimen had been in existence ;

but on inguiry at Paris I found it was not;

York under the appellation of Malurus lypoleucus, and which differs from
cies, and others which I believe remain undiscovered,

all others in having the entire under

surface of a umform bufly white.. These numerous spe
llied to Amytis and Stipiturus but none of the members of these
ason, or dilfer materially in the colouring of the sexes; On the other hand
rgo and the consequent difference of colour ‘i the same individual

are somewhat latter cenera change

their plumage according to the se
the transformations which the Maluri unde
at opposite seasons of the year are most surprising. : ‘ |

[ wish it were in my power to give some authentic information respecting the true habitat of the hne
t 1 can only say that a single examp
s | have named leucogaster, by Mr. Galbraith, of Machri-
caufuird, of Budleigh Salterton, Devon, in whose
of South Australia 1s its true home. Itisa
e back silvery white, while that part is

bird figured on the ;u.-mlup:m:rin_t_r Plate 3 bu le was forwarded to Eneland
in company with the beantiful plumwi Lupfmﬁ:’aﬂ;
ish station, South Australia, to his sister Mrs. C

han
it poW remains. In all |n':1nhﬁ|11.|it}' the interior

l'lUFu‘."si_‘:‘.‘-HUl‘t

1mlger-milml bird than the M. leucopterus vel eyanotus, and has th

blue in the bird from New South Wales.

The entire head, neck, ander surface, romp, and tail deep blue ; back, shoulders, greater and lesser wing-

coverts and secondaries silky white ; ]}rilli':'tl':il_'::- brown ; bill black ; teet brownish black.

The figures are of the natural size.







MALURUS CALLAINUS, Goud.
Turquoisine Superb Warbler.

Malurus callainus, Could in Proe. of Zool. Soc. 1867, p. J02.

For a knowledge of the existence of this lovely species I am indebted to S. White, Esq., of the Reed Beds,
Adelaide, who informs me that lie was under the impression ‘t was a new bird the moment he saw the first
example that came under his notice, and was therefore induced to shoot and skin eight or ten others of both
sexes, all of which, with the exception of two males, he had the misfortune to lose in crossing Spencer’s
Gulf. They: were In*n{_‘m'ml in the “ Salt Bush Serub,” about 300 or 400 miles north-west of Adclaide.
Upon measuring them Mr. White found that the extent of their wings from tip to tip varied from 55 to
6 inches, the specimen sent to me being one of the smaller examples; their habits were very similar to
those of the other members of the genus, and were not characterized by any |:u.-{'.u]iurity. The males, as is
usual when adorned with their nuptial dress, were Very shy ; and those secured by Mr. White were obtained
by a kind of ruse (placing his hat on the ground and hiding himself in the bush until curiosity prompted the
birds to examine the unusual object). That this gentleman may again visit the home of the species and
obtain the female is my ardent wish ; he should bear in mind that, the locality being maiden ground, n all
]:-rul_m'ui'lit:,' other unknown species of birds will be found, the diScovery of which will amply reward him for
the trouble of the research ; and I have no doubt he will do so; for [ have reason to believe that no one of
my many correspondents in Australia is more keenly alive to the interest which attaches to our favourite
branch of science—Ornithology.

The Malurus callainus pertains to that section of the genus which comprises the richly-coloured
M. splendens, of Western Australia, .nd the M. melanotus, of the more central parts of the continent; it
differs, however, from both those species sufficiently to warrant its being regarded as distinct.

Entire crown of the head, mantle, and upper tail-coverts light tm't]unisc-l;luc; gar-coverts similar
colour, but of a mnspicumw]}' lighter hue ; throat rich cobalt-blue ; entire abdomen and under tail-coverts
rich verditer-blue the turquuisn-mlﬂurud feathers of the crown are separated from those of the mantle by &

band of jet-black, while the mantle is again separated from the upper tail-coverts by a conspicuous patch of
parates the cobalt-blue of the throat from the verditer-

the same colour; a lunate band of deep black also se
wings brown, each

blue of the under surface tail-feathers dull green, slightly tipped with greyish white 3

feather tinged with greyish green on its outer web; under surface of the shoulder buff; bill and legs

brownish black.
Total length 45 ‘nches, bill &, wing 5, tail 22, tarsi 7. ]

The figures are of the size of life.






MA LU RUS HYPO LE UCuU S, Glould.
Fawn-breasted Superb Warbler.

Malurus hypoleucus, Gould in Ann. & Mag. Nat. Hist,, 3rd. ser. vol. xix. p. 369.

Sixer [ published a deseription of this very distinet species of Malurus in the work above referred to, |
have received examples divect from Queensland. They formed part of a collection of birds procured in the
Cape York district, and sent to this country by John Jardine, Esq. The males contained therein were
accompanied by a specimen which I consider to be the female ; hence a description of that sex, with which |
wils }u-m"musly nuuﬂ|uzli|nud, will be given below. All the male examples that have come under my notice
are very similarly coloured, and, 1 feel confident, are fully adult and in their nuptial dress. The colouring
of this new bird will doubtless be governed by the law which prevails in all the other members of the genus;
-1 that case, its spring and autumn plumage will greatly differ.

The Malurus hypolencis is easily distinguished from all the other known members of the subfamily to
which it belongs by the fawn-white colouring of its under surface, by its white lores and eye-ring, and the deep-
ace : it has not the projecting car-tufts which coustitute so remarkable a feature
2. Lamberti &c., n 1ts
it has no more affinity

blue tint of 1ts upper surf
in M. eyaneus and its immediate allies 5 1t also differs from the variegated group,

bicoloured garb; to the black-headed and red-rumped A2 melanotus and M. Browni
-winged 1. lencopterus and the white-backed M. leuconotus. Were | asked if 1

than it has to the white
nus of birds inany one of its members,

observed an ndication of a departure from the ordinary type of this ge
T of the kind is apparent in the colouring of its plumage and in the more gibbous
it is a Malurus and nothing else. As is the case with many
g of its habits

I should say that somethin
form of the bill of the present species 3 st

of the species recently discovered in that rich country, Queensland, we as yet know nothin

and economy.

The male has the crown ©

the head ear-coverts azure-blue 3 lores and a narrow ring round cach eye white; wings nearly uniform
, a slight tinge of dull blue at the base of the primaries; under surface cream-white from the
all the tail-feathers blue, except the outer web

f the head and all the npper carface dull indigo-blue, somewhat brighter on

brown, witl
chin to the y
of the external one and the tips of ther
feathers approach the central ones; bill black ; |1
tail 2!, tarsi .

-ent, with a wash of fawn-colonr on the flanks 3
emainder, which are white, gruduuil}' diminishing in extent as the

egs light brown.
Total length 4% inches, bill wing 13,

The female has the whole of the upper surface, wings, and t
« under surface cream

ail light brown, with a tinge of rufous on the

upper tail-coverts y white, washed with light fawn-colour on

and flanks ; bill brown.
of the size of life.

wing-coverts, rump, and
the sides of the neck, chest,
The Plate represents (wo males and a female,
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LOPHOPHAPS FERRUGINEA, Goud.
Rust-coloured Bronzewing.

Lophophaps ferruginea, Gould. Handb. Birds of Aust., vol. ii. p. 137.

For a knowledge of this species 1 am indebted to the researches of T. F. Gregory, Esq., a gentleman
wl.xfn.ﬂc name, like that of his brother, A. T. Gregory, will ever he Llihf!{:.t:ﬂ('d- w.iih Australia as one
of its most successful explorers, and who informs me that “its habitat is the extreme western part of that
great country, ummsim Sharks’ Bay and Dirk Hartog's Island,” and that he * found 1t in larze numbers on
the Gascoigne River, almost invariably frequenting rocky ground near water and in such !'.'s:i.tl.tE’l.'EilTlllE. more
than five hundred occasionally came down to drink in less than half-an-hour. On the wing it exactly
resembles the common Partridge, but it is not quite so plump in the body, and does not a|}1]‘:Eur ever to
fly in coveys. Its eggs, which are two in number, are oenerally laid on the ground during the months of
July and ,-"'mgu:it."

Besides the specimen presented to me by Mr. Gregory, 1 have since seen a second example, sent home
by A. H. DuBoulay, Esq., of Champion Bay, Western Aunstralia, which coincided in every respect with the
individual from which my original description was taken 3 it is now in the British ﬁlli:(‘m;].

The Lophophaps ferruginea dillers from L. plumifera and L. leucogaster in the nearly uniform rust-red
of its body and in the absence of the broad white pecturul band so conspicuous in those birds.

colouring
As the present bird is abundant in the country a little to the northward of Swan River, the collections of

Europe will doubtless ere long be supplied with this highly curious species.
Bill olive black 5 irides yellow ; lores and bare skin round the eye cither crimson or orange red, bounded
line of black ; forchead and a line above the black one over the eye grey :

ned crest-plumes cinnamon ; chin and lower part of the neck black
overts grey, all the

above and below by a narrow
centre of the crown and the lengthe
and upper part of the ear-coverts white, lower part of the ear-c

centre of the throat
each side of the chest two or three narrow crescentic bars of hlack, the

under surface deep rust-red ; on
longest of which nearly meet in the centre; unde
| basal portion of the primaries rust-red, their apices brown ; @ heantiful
of the secondaries 3 back of the neck and mantle alternately
igs rayed with rusty red,

¢ tail-coverts brown, edged externally with white ; under

curface of the wing deep cinnamon ;
oblong bronzy-purple metallike mark on three ol |
d and dark brown; the feathers of the upper portion of the wir
rust-red, the centre black and the base grey; rump and upper
the apical half black; legs greunish

raved with rust-re
blackish-brown and grey, the tips being
tail-coverts rusty brown ; basal half of the tail-feathers rusty brown,
arey inclining to purple.

Total length 8 aches, bill £, wing 4, tal 22, tars §-

The fgures are of the nataral size.






LOPHOPHAPS LEUCOGA STER, Goul.

White-bellied Bronzewing:.

I apmrr that the propriety of deseribing and figuring this very lovely Pigeon as distinet from Lophophaps
plumifera is somewhat rpu-.-ati:nmhlc; but when I reflect upon the difference which I find to exist between the
two birds, and how distant are their respective homes, I cannot regard them otherwise. The L. plumifera

_inhabits the m'ighl:ﬂnrhmud of the Vietoria River, where six or eight were shot by the late Mr. Elsey;
Mr. Bynoe also found it in the country between Cape Hotham and Depuch Island ; and Gilbert met wit'h":t

0 lat. 170, while journeying with Dr. Leichardt from Brishane to Port Essington. Now all these localities
are far away from South Australia, whence the specimens here represented came j moreover the two
osite figures were taken are far more beautiful than those represented in

individuals from which the opp
vol. v. pl. 69 under the name of Geaphaps plumifera s but even should it ultimately prove that the two birds

are identical, and that T have encumbered science with a name which, in that c:
I feel that I shall be excused for giving additional figures of such lovely objects. The
ere taken were sent to this country by Mr. Galbraith, of Machrihanish Station,
the pus.ﬂamsiun of lhis sister, Mrs. Cranfuird, of Budleich Salterton,
little crested Pigeons ?—the

i8¢, must descend into the

rank of a synonym,
siwcinmns from which they w
South Australia, and are now n
The question is, Are there two or three species of these charming
¢ of the country, the L. plumifera, of its northern 1mrtinm, and the
during his

Devon.
L,j'crwtr;'inm, of the extreme western par

L. leucogaster, of South Australia? If so, the latter is probably the bird seen by Captain Sturt,
arduous travels in that country, who states :—

e [t was on the return of my party from the east
autiful little bird. Its locality was entirely confined to about thirty miles

it was generally perched on some rock fully exposed to the sun’s
[t was very wild, and took wing on

ern extremity of Cooper’s (reek, that we first saw and

pmcuru{l specimens of this be
along the banks of the creek in questions
ntly taking a pleasure in baskin
In the afternoon it was seen running

a Quail. 1t never perc‘hml on the trees;
1 speed through the grass as o elude our

1 i the tremendous heat.

rays, and evide
in the grass on the creek-side, and could

hearing the least noise.
hardly be di:‘tiuguiﬁlwtl from
the ground, it could seldom be flushed again,

when it tlru[}]md after rising from

but ran with sucl

search.”
One of the |1rinci|ml differences between the present bird and the L. pa"f:mf'fw-a is the whiteness of it
it 1s also a somewhat

breast, and another the brightness of the rayed markings of its upper surface ;
larger bird. My figures, which accurately represent it of the size of life, render a detailed description

unnecessary.






- PARDALOTUS XANTHOPYGIUS, mCoy.

Yelow-rumped Pardalote.

Pardalotus zanthopygus, M*Coy in Ann. & Mag. Nat. Hist., 8rd ser. vol. xix. o84,

xanthopyge, M*Coy in Ann. & Mag. Nat. Hist,, 3rd =er. vol. xx. p. 178,

Tue discovery of this beautiful hittle Pardalote teaches us that the old adage of “a bird i the
hand is worth two in the bhush™ should never be lost sight of 3 for the present species must have heen
frequently seen by me during my rambles in South Australia 3 but, owing to its general resemblanee to the
P. punctatus when among the lealy branches of the Luealypti, 1 did not consider it necessary to kill a bird |
had procured plentifully elsewhere.  In my * Handbook " I have stated that the Spotted Diamond-hird
(L. punctatus) inhabits the whole of the southern part of Australia, from the western to the eastern
extremity of the continant, and the island of Tasmania, all of which, with the exception of the western, had
been visited by myself, and that, as I believed, I had collected every species inhabiting these countries : in
this, however, 1 evidently deceived myself’; for Mr. White informs me that the Yellow-rumped Diamond-bird
is more common in South Australia than the Spotted ; and this faet is confirmed by Mr. Waterhouse, the able
Curator of the Natural History Museum at Adelaide, having had no difficulty in procuring and sending me
half-a-dozen beauntiful specimens at a moment’s notice. I have also received others by way of Victoria, which
had been colleeted near Lake Meran in the distriet of the Lower Murray.  From a letter addressed to me by
Professor M*Coy, it appears that this novelty was pointed out to him by Mr. Leadbeater, of Vietoria, a scion
of the house in London so well known to all ornithologists.

The Pardalotus wanthopygius is closely allied to the P. punctatus, but is even more beautifully eoloured ;
its bright-yellow rump is a character by which it may at all times be distinguished from its congeners : this
vellow mark is less conspicuous in the female ; and hence the females of the two species are very similar
and might be considered identical by persons not versed in ornithology.

The area over which this new bird ranges is at present but imperfectly known 3 probably the districts
bordering the embonchure of the Darling and the Murray, and South Australia generally, constitute its true
home. Professor M:Coy’s description in the Annals and Magazine of Natural History " above referred to
being very correct, I take the liberty of transeribing it ; indeed it is only an act of justice so to do, sinee he
WS HIE first to make us aware of the existence of the :-GF.IL‘(‘i{'S. )

« Male. Crown of the head, wings, and tail black, most of the feathers having a round spot of white near
the tip, largest on the secondaries; a stripe of white commences on the nostril, and passes over each 1'-_1;0,;
car-coverts and sides of the neck grey, the margins being lighter, so as to give a slight tranverse mottling 3
feathers of the back dark grey at the base, with a large triangular areyish-white spot near the tip, followed
by a black edge; lower part of the back, under tail-coverts, throat, and front of the chest 1:‘5t:|: yellow ;
upper tail-coverts crimson ; abdomen pah--hrm\'msh cream-colour ; flanks grv}'m.h':_. bill black ; feet brown.
« Female differs in having the head grevish, like the back, and the throat whitish.

w Potal length, from tip of bill to end of longest tail-feathers, 3 inches 8 lines ; bill, from forehead, rather
more than ‘l',. lines s wing, from shoulder, 2 inches 3% lines ; tarsus 8 lines. _

« This beantiful species belongs to the same section of the E.{’E‘IHJS as P. ;"mfm:mrus, P: P"”“-"”“’f”i and
P. quadragintus, and is distinguished from the others by wanting the red :wnl1n;=_;-tjm-]:|\e -:I]Ir!('lll'. dg.nj
[t most nearly resembles the P. punctatus, from which it differs in its

to the spurious wing-feathers. o
and slightly longer bill, the white instead of brownish spots on the fore part of the back,

more slender | '
s—and conspicuously by the hinder part of the back

the pnlcr abdomen, greyish instead of brownish flank

= 1 ] " R - ¥ By < b Vv g
heing of the same bright yellow colour as the throat and under tail-co Eﬂ:a : . g |
; from Swan Hill, near the junction of the Murray

«« Specimens are in the near L she
and the Darling ; and Mr. Waterhouse has presented some from near Adelaide in South Australia.
i

a female, of the size of life.

National Muoseum at Melbourne,

The Plate represents two males and
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PTILOTIS CASSIDIX, Jara.

Helmeted Honey-eater.

Ptilotis eassidie, Jard. in Proe. of Zool. Soe., 1866, p. 558,

WiiLe on a visit to Scotland in the autumn of the year 1866, my friend Sir William Jardine sent to me in
the Highlands a well-exeented drawing, made by his danghter, Mrs. Strickland, of a bird svhich he believed
to be new to science, and which had been obtained by him in Edinburgh from among a collection
of ordinary Australian species.  On inspecting the drawing, I at once perceived that Sir William was
right in his conjecture, and that the bird was not only new, but one of the finest species of the genus
Ptifotis yet discovered. Subsequently the original specimen was sent to me to be exhibited at the
December meeting of the Zoological Society of London: and the name of Ptilotis cassidiv was assigned
to it.  Almost simnltancously with the arrival of the above and a second example in Edinburgh, others were
transmitted to London; the. latter were obtained at Western-Port Bay, near Port Phillip Heads, in the
colony of Victoria; and now that the bird is figured, and the characters by which it may be distinguished
from its nearest ally (the Ptilotis auricomis) are pointed out, we shall not, I trust, long remain ignorant of
its habits and economy.

The P. cassidiz differs from P. auricomis in its much larger size, in the dark olive-black colouring of its
and tail, in the greater amount of black surrounding the eye, in the erect tuft of wax-

upper surface, wings,
in all but the four central tail-feathers being tipped with white, and in the

yellow feathers on the forehead,
of the throat being black or black interspersed with light yellow.

chin and centre
species which must hereafter be placed

This T am sorry to say is all I have to communicate respecting

in our musenms at the head of the genus Ptilotis, the members of which are nearly as numerous as the
subsist, and with which their yellow ear-

various kinds of Fuealypti, upon the flowers of which they mainly
tufts vie in beauty of colouring.

The following 1s a description
differ from that exhibited at the me

Raised taft of feathers on the forehead, crown, nape,
lores, sides of the face, and ear-coverts je
and lateral tail-feathers fringed with wax-yellc
bill black ; feet bluish.

bill 335 wing 443 tail 433 tarsi 1.

and admeasurement of one of my own specimens, which does not materially

eting of the Zoological Society above alluded to.
breast, and under surface wax-yellow ; cheeks and
t-black ; all the upper surface, wings, and

ear-tufts rich yellow ;
yw: all but the four central tail-

tail olive-black ; primaries
feathers tipped with }‘ull:m'ish-whitc:;
Total length of the male 8% inches;

female are considerably less.
black of the throat interspersed with yellow ; these I suspectare females, and

In some specimens I find the
oung birds, has the upper surface more or less tinged

[ also believe that this sex, like the y
The figure is rather less than the natural size.

with wax-vellow.

The admeasurements of the .

e
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SPHENURA BROADBENTI, Mm:cCoy.
Rufous-headed Bristle-bird.

Sphenura Broadbenti, M*Coy, Ann. & Mag. Nat. Hist., 3rd ser. vol. xix. p. 185, and vol. xx. p. 179

My thanks are hereby tendered to Professor M‘Coy and the Governors of the National Museum at
Melbourne, |‘l.}l' their liberality in sending to London, for my use, the only specimen of this bird which has
as yet been discovered, and which T consider to be one of the most important and interesting species that
the colony of Vietoria has unfolded to us, because it is the third :-.il'wt'il;-s of a genus characterized by many
]}L‘i..‘lﬂlu'll'l'lil'ﬁ, and of a form that hitherto has only been found in Australia. It will scarcely be necessary to
point out the difference between this bird and the old Sphenura brachyptera and S. longrirostris 3 for they can
never be confounded, the feature which has induced Professor M‘Coy to assign to the former the trivial
name of Rufous-leaded Bristle-bird being non-existent in the others, which are nearly uniform in their
colonring 3 it is also much the largest and finest bird of the three. Professor M‘Coy states that, not having
seen a second example, he is not certain if the individual he has deseribed had attained to maturity ; but on
this point I have no doubt, and unhesitatingly assert that it is fully adult. In all probability the female,
when discovered, will not differ in colouring, but, as is the case with the other species, will be somewhat
smaller than the male. My Plate, which represents the bird in two positions, will enable ornithologists,
both in Australia and elsewhere, to form a just conception of this rara avis. Many other new species of
birds will doubtless yet come to light when the dense scrubby portions of Australia are more closely
nvestigated than they have yet been.  Many peculiar physical features characterize that great southern land ;
and each has to be closely scarched before we can gain a complete knowledge of its inhabitants.

I have carefully compared the bird with Professor M‘Coy’s deseription, published in the Annals and
Magazine of Natural History above referred to, and find it to be so correct that it is only an act of justice
to that gentleman to transeribe it and his accompanying remarks.

« Back, shoulders, and flanks dull brown ; wings and tail of a shghtly vicher and more rufous brown, the
tail-feathers in some lights seeming to be transversely marked with faint, glossy, transverse, narrow bands
ear-coverts rich chestnut or rufous brown; a triangular spot

of a slightly lighter shade ; crown, nape, and
areyish white 3 feathers of the breast lunulated, greyish

in front of and slightly over each eye, and the throat,
dull brownish like the flanks at the base; the grevish white extends in a narrow

white at their margins,
part, and tip of the bill dark brown; lateral

middle of the abdomen; legs, feet, upper
mandible and the hasal puriinu of the lower one :.'l'”m'u'.trih.
11 lines, from forehead 7 lines; wings 3 inches 4% lines;

track along the
mareins of the upper

“L.Lvn;glh 7 inches 9 lines ; bill, from gape
tail 4 inches 10 lines; tarsi 1 inch 2 hnes.

“The gl‘{‘i‘ll(‘l‘ h:ngth of the wing, tarsi, from the two ]u-m-:m:b-]:.r

and bill easily distinguish this species
ad 1;m| ears and the greyish-white “istead of bufl colour over the front of
R nuch darker and stronger lunulation of the
iether it has attained maturity.
in the culmen than in the
iger than the fifth and

known, as well as the rufous he
[ am uncertain what value should be attached to the 1

the eye. .
cimen, and am not cerfain wl

Lreast-feathers, as [ have only seen one spe
being deeper as well as longer, and slightly more arched
i The sixth primary is also slightly lot
that species, and the three or four large rictal

The hill is stronger,
S. brachyptera, to which it is most nearly allied. .
seventh, which are equal 3 the claws are rather stouter than in
bristles are weaker.

o The spurimeu deseribed was pr
December 1858, in a dense scrub 24 miles from
Eng’:ish Thrush, and running over logs on the ground.

The fizures are of the natural size.

Mr. Broadbent, who shot it in

esented to the museum at Melbourne by
ring a note like that of an

Portland Bay, while it was utte
- i ol "
[ have not since seen another specimen.
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ATRICHIA RUFESCENS, Ramsay.

Rufescent Serub-bird.,

Atrichia rufescens, Ramsay in Proc. of Zool. Soc., 1866, pp. 438, 439.

IN‘ £ 'I- i ol o . u " s waw F

'l my account of Atrichia clamosa (vol. iii. pl. 34), I stated that few of the novelties received from Western
Australia more highly interested me than the bird which Gilbert met with among the dense serubs of that
country, and to which his attention had been directed by its peculiar .

; : noisy notes long before his patient
watching was rewarded by his obtaining examples.

In my *Handbook’ I also remarked that the then
KON as it is shy and retiring in its habits ; the total absence
of 'l.'lhr‘!.‘r:'-iil‘: m i ]Hl‘d LT3 I_'|u.~:'~f_:1}-‘ .'l]]iﬂl to .S}:a’mj.‘m‘n, i|| which lill_"lf e
the anomalies of the Australian fanna.”

only known species is *as singular in its structure

so much developed, renders it one of
I have considered it desirable to make the foregoing brief remarks
on the type species of the genus before enterig upon the history and deseription of a second, which has
lately been made known to us by Edward P, Ramsay, Esq., of Dobroyde in New South Wales, and whose
account of it cannot fail to be interesting to all ornithologists, as it throws considerable light upon the
economy of this singular genns of birds, the members of which appear to be {rspc{tially adapted for
frequenting the interior of forests, and for living on the insects which are abundant among decaying trees
and fallen logs of timber: here the Atrichie creep mouse-like over the bark, or sit on a dripping 5tu.|n and
mock all surrounding notes.

In his remarks on this new species, communicated to the Zoological Society, Mr. Ramsay says :—

“The specimen from which my deseription was taken is one of two obtained by Mr. James F. Wilcox
during an excarsion made by himself and Mr, J. MacGillivray to the brushes of the Richmond River in
June 18655 and he has favoured me with the following transeript from his notes made at the time.
‘ November 17, 1865, while in the Bowling Creek, Richmond River, in a dense scrub, my attention
was drawn to the note of a bird I had never before heard, and which I at once knew would prove a
prize, should I be fortunate enough to procure it. The scrub being too thick to admit of my standing
upright, I followed the sound on my hands and knees until it appeared to be almost at the muzzle of my
gun ; here I remained fixed quite half an hour, and I can scarcely describe my feelings during that time.
Although not superstitious, I was almost inclined to think some evil spirit was playing me a trick ; for at
one moment the bird would give out what seemed to be its own notes, apparently just in front of me, and
the next minute mimic those of the Spine-tailed Orthonyx in another direction ; then the Serub-Robin's
notes would be imitated in some other place ; sometimes its voice seemed to come from the ground, and at
others from the trees above me. This state of things lasted until I became painfully cramped from the
p{::;iliun I had to lie in, and my eyes painful from staring about so long. I was just about to give up the
search, when, to my delight, T saw my tormentor hop from one bush to another, not more than 7 or 8 feet
from me ; the .*.-{rruf}, I]uu—'m'vr, was so dense that T eould not bring the gun to bear upon it; but marking
well the spot where the bird was sitting, 1 managed to back a little through a narrow open space, fired, and,
to mv intense satisfaction, succeeded in bringing it down. I am positive it kept in the same place during
the u-hoic time, and yet its mimicking voices were heard in different places.””

In a note subsequently sent to me, Mr. Ramsay writes :—

“ During a visit to Tarrango Creek, on the North Richmond River, T obtained more than a dozen, but,
to my ::ur|‘1ri.~5c and disappointment, did not find a female among them. Only on one occasion did I meet
with. more than a single bird in the same place. They are always among the logs and fallen trees
overgrown with weeds, vines, nettles, ‘ - e
their ventriloquial powers, they must be heard to be believed. They will mock a Spine-tail’s E‘|I[rf!..ﬁ{} well,
on the log behind e ;

&ec., and are the most tiresome birds to procure imaginable. As to

that more than once I have turned round in vx]:-ur:tnrinu of seeing that species
: 1 : : ralis s + Jose above me I went my
one occasion the note of Pachycephala guttu alis sounded so close above me, that e ¥
« Thickhead ” for an Atrichia, and ‘immediately after heard the latter
which closely resembles that of Climacterts picumnus, and may be im1t:1fed
it also indulges in a kind of scolding

and upon
way believing I had mistaken a
uttlrrim{'itﬁ usual ehirping note,
by wlli:a'lﬁlu_:; the words ehip ! chip ! chip! several times in 5“‘3""3-'55i"-""i : g I
h'i.-'-_u, like that of the Cistieolee. It is impossible to say what its own note really is. I have frequently
stood on a log waiting for it to show its
when all of a sudden it would begin to sque: :
ul, then on one side, and then again apparently from the log on which . ol
and you may remain all day without catching sight of it. ‘

never that sex may be detected I believe

elf from among the tangled mass of vines and weeds at my feet,

.k and imitate first one bird and then another, now throwing
I was standing.
its voice over my he: .

This it will continue to do for hours together ;
It is evident that the female is even more shy than the male; whe
it wi imilar 1 ably somew ess in size.
it will be very similar in colour, but probably a{}mL“ll.ﬂt IL:-::l.lr
The figures in the accompanymg plate are of the size of life.






GERYGONE PERSONATA, Gowad.

Masked Gerygone.

" Gerygone personata, Gould in Proe. of Zool, Soe. 1866, p. 217.

Tur accompanying illustration represents one of the novelties lately transmitted to me by my brother-in-
law, Charles Coxen, Esq., of Brisbane. It was procured in the Cape York district, Hlmu_f_r_h,rﬂﬁ I helieve,
the instrumentality of the Messrs. Jardine, father and sons. This new species, together with the other leaf-
loving little birds to which the generic term of Gerygone has been applied, constitute a very marked group
in the avifauna of Australia. Most, if not all, of them frequent the smaller branches of trees growing in the
brushes, where they flit about, like the Wood-Wren of our own island, and live on the aphides and other
minnte insects whieh there abound, and which they capture in the air or seek for among the foliage : and we
know that some of the species also feed upon larve of various kinds. Generally speaking, the sexes are
alike ; but on this point I have no certain information with regard to the present bird, of which I have
as yet seen only the single example figured in two positions on the accompanying Plate.

As stated in my ¢ Handbook,’ all the known species of the genus are of small size, nnobtrusive in colour,
sprightly in their movements, and but little skilled in singing. The Masked Gerygone differs in so many

particulars from all others yet discovered, that it is rendered conspicuously distinet from every one of

them.

Crown and all the upper su
a stripe of white also descends from
e throat from the lighter olive of the ear-coverts ; axille, all the under

wings and tail olive-brown bill and legs

rface olive-green ; throat and chest deep olive-brown ; behind each nostril a

spot of white ; the hase of the bill down each side of the neck, and

separates the deep olive-brown of th

surface of the body, and the under tail-coverts delicate yellow ;

olive-black.
Total length 3% inches, bill +, wing 25, tail 14, tars: 1.
The figures are of the natural size.
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CACOMANTIS CASTANEIVENTRIS, Gowad.
Chestnut-breasted Cuckoo.

i b ' b . g " 3 .| |-|. X - v &1 .
Cuenlus ( Cacomantis) castaneiveniris, Gould in Ann, & Mag. of Nat. Ilist., 3rd ser. vol. xx. p. 269.

Twis is a new species belonging to a small section of the Cuculide which 1s peculiar to Australia
and the islands lying to the northward of that continent as far as the Philippines. In their general
contour, the Cacomantes are slender and elegant ; on the other hand their colours are in general plain and
anobtrusive ; while in theéir demeanour they are sedate and quiet, making less display in their attitudes and
actions than the true Cuckoos, and they never emit that well-known sound. Of the other Australian
species, 1t 1s most nearly allied to the old Cacomantis flabelliformis, but differs in its smaller size
and in the uniform deep chestnut colouring of its under surface.  Its native country is undoubtedly
Queensland, as the specimen I have figured was received thence dircet, in a collection formed by
J. Jardine, Esq., in the Cape York district. In all probability this is the species spoken of by Mr.
E. P. Ramsay, in the «Ibis’ for 1866, p. 331, where he says: * Since 1862, I have several times,
throughout various parts of the year, received specimens of a second Cuckoo from Port Denison 3 and as
[ am unable to find any description at all fitting it in Gould’s ¢ Birds of Aunstralia,” or any other |mhl'|(-atinlh
I believe it to be in all prt_}l}:lhiﬁ#y a new species, the decision of which, however, I shall leave to those
better ﬂctllminmni with the group. All the specimens that have been received from Port Denison are
exactly alike in plumage, and were procured from February to December. In size they are slightly smaller
than Cacomantis_flabelliformis.”

I may remark that T have compared my specimen with the Cuckoos in the collection at the British
Museum without finding a corresponding example. Its nearest ally is a Philippine bird which may be
the Cacomantis sepulchralis of Bonaparte. The Cacomantis bronzina of Mr. G. R. Gray is also very similarly
coloured, but 1s a much larger bird.

Chin, ear-coverts, crown, and upper surface deep ]:uriﬂiﬁh grev ; all the under surface, including the
under tail-coverts, bright chestunt-red ; wings brown, alossed with olive; upper tail-coverts and tail deep
, all th;: feathers tipped and the lateral ones toothed on their inner web with white, which

e "i:-h mur ﬂl!
greyish pury k ; legs and feet orange;

assumes on the two outer Ones the appearance of interrupted bars; bill purplish blac
nails black.
Total length 9% inches, bill Z, wing 44, tail 5, tars: +-

The Plate represents ihe bird of the size of life.

-






ACTITURUS BARTRAMI US.
Bartram’s Sandpiper.

Tringa Bartramia, Wils. Amer. Orn., vol. vii

7 p. 63, pl. 59. fig. 2.
Totanus Bartramius, Bonap. Syn, ;

Birds of Unit. States, p. 262.—G i D i : i
and Rich. Faun. Bor.-Am., pt. u{ ’l:t;;iim‘ e Al

——— Bariramia, Temm. Man. d’Orn., tom. ii. p- 650, and tom. iv.

Tringa longicauda, Bechst. Vog., Nacht. p. 453,

Actitis Bartramia, Naum. Naturg. Deuts., pl. 196.

Acliturus Bartramius, Bonap. Sagg. Distr. Met. An. Vert.—Gould

Bartramia laticauda, Less. Trait®d’Orn., p. 553.

Euliga Bartramia, Nutt. Man., vol. ii. p. 169.

Totanus variegatus, Vieill. Gal. des (].i.v,., tom. ii. p. 107, pl. cce

p- 415.
» Handb. Birds of Aust. vol. ii. p. 242,

XXXIX.
campesiris et melanopygius, Vieill. Nouv, Dict. d'Hist. Nat., 2 édit. tom. vi. pp. 400, 401
Tringoides Bartramius, G. R. Gray, Gen. of Birds, vol. iii. p. 574.

Tuar the Directors of* the Museum of Sydney are imbued with feelings of liberality and courtesy, 1 have
had abundant proofs; for whenever Zoological science could be advanced through their iIJ.*-.iTI'll[]l('.lli’ill-[tj',
they have ever readily responded to the requests proffered by myself and other naturalists of their father-
land ; and it is to them that I am indebted for the opportunity &f figuring the present species in this
supplementary volume to the ¢ Birds of Australia,” from the only example that has vet been taken in that
country, and which they kindly transmitted to me some years sinee on loan for that purpose. The note
accompanying it r.-iultr-ll that it had been killed by an old sportsman, while snipe-shooting near the reservoir
between the town of f"\}'tlm-}' and Botany Bay in 1848, aud that on dissection it proved to be a male and
had the stomach flled with aquatic inseets. The il{’(!ﬂl!l;lh'-lrl}’iﬂg figure having been taken, the specimen
referred to was returned to the Museum in 18613 and there it doubtless still exists, affording undeniable
evidence of the wandering disposition of a bird whose natural home i1s the New World, where it ranges
over the temperate portions of the United States, Mexico, Guatemala, and some of the West-Indian
Islands ; it is also occasionally found in Europe, and even in England. That it should extend its range to the
antipodes is most remarkable. g

It will be seen, by the list of synonyms, that this bird has been removed from the true Zringe and
Totani, with which it was m'igilmuy associated, and that various generic appellations have been applied to
it: of these Bartramia appears to have the priority ; but this term not being generally adopted, I have
preferred that of Aetiturus, proposed by Bonaparte.

The best accounts of this species are contained in the works of Wilson and Audubon, the latter of whom
states that it is the most truly terrestrial of all its tribe with which he was acquainted ; for although not
unfrequently met with in the vicinity of shallow pools, the muddy margins of the shores of the sea, and fresh-
water lakes and streams, it never ventures to wade into them. The dry upland plains of Opellousas and
Attacapas in Louisiana are amply tenanted with these birds in early spring and in autumn. They arrive there
arch from the vast prairies of Texas and Mexico, where they spend the winter, and

in the beginning of M pe .
They are equally abundant on all the western prairies on both sides of

return about the first of August. :
however, they arrive about a month later than in Louisiana, whence they disperse over

the Missouri, where, . .
the United States, reaching the middle districts early in May, and the State of Maine by the middle of that
- That some proceed as

month, at about which period they are also seen in Indiana, l‘lL’Tl[lle}',1ﬂ!H| {]hi{.i. :
far north as the plains adjoining the Saskatchewan River is certain ; for Dr. lhc]mrdrsnn‘thcm met with
examples in the month of May. In the_lwi;{hbourlmml.ni Z\'(.zw Urlumfa, whun-: the bird is I-anf\]T;. h_fl. ,thl;
name of ‘ Papabote,” it usually arrives in great bands in spring, m:.d is met with on tlu-.. open p tm.ta rful
, and usually remains about a fortnight. On their return southward in the .h{:gmmug
. ntil the 1st of October, they are fat and juicy. In spring, when
mn, at which period they are exceedingly

large grassy savanuas
of Aungust, when shey tarry in Louisana u

and thin, they are usually much less shy than in autu

they are poor .
% ] Bartram's Emulplper appears to accommodate

wary and difficult of approach. Like all experienced travellers, : 1
' for in Louisiana it feeds on Cantharides and other Coleopterous

i g 1 tances as regards food ;
self to circumstances as regards : i , er
e in the Carolinas on crickets

tts on grasshoppers, on which it soon grows very fat; .
seeds of the crabgrass (Digitaria sanguinaria) ; and in the barrens of
Those which feed on Cantharides require to be very carefully
but when their flesh is imbued with

insects ; in Massachuse
and other insects, as well as the
ntucky it often picks the strawberries.

Ke ! e
rsons who eat them are liable to suffer severely;

cleaned, otherwise pe
the flavour of ripe strawberries,
The Australian specimen is much
but is not in my opin
The accurate represen
description of its colouring un

it is truly delicious. : i
lighter in its general colouring than those killed in Europe and America,

on sufficiently different to warrant its being regarded as a dlstjrfct species. L
- atural size, renders a detailec

tation of the bird on the opposite Plate, of the n

neccssary.






STRIX CANDIDA, Tickeu.

Grass-Owl,

=

Striz candida, Tickell, in Jour 5] = ) i 7
)  In Journ. Asiat. Soc. Beng., vol. ii. P 872.—Jerd. I Tnd. Orn., pl. xxx.—Id. Birds of

India, vol. i. p. 118.

— longimembris, Jerd. in Madras Journ. of Lit. and Sei., vol. x. p- 86.

Seelostric candida, Blyth in Ibis, 1866, p- 251. : _H{:\: e
o - 1, Di 4 :
.HF.F'F-T“ [} I"I'I'I.lr:ri'l‘_- “I!_",":_'ll.l_‘-'u., {Jl'll, ”r .'1L|.|.."~[,_ I_HH.'[. - ]IE. 1. I:"Ir &
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I ast indebted to Mr. Waller, of Brisbane, for the loan of a specimen of this fine Owl, which has lately been
added to the list of the Queensland fauna; and | very much regret that the specific name of h;"r:f.l’.r*.r'i,
assigned to it by Mr. Digeles, eannot be retained, but must sink into the rank of a synonym, the bird having
long previously been described by Tickell as Strizecandida, and by Jerdon as Striv longimembris. | make
this affirmation after a careful comparison of two fine Indian examples with the specimen sent by Mr, Waller
from Queensland, throngh Charles Coxen, lisq., mn the course of which I found no sufficient difference to
warrant my regarding them as distinet.  In size, markings, and, indeed, in every particular the Indian and
Australian t'x:ltnlllt'.-; are closely alike.  When we remember that thebird is strictly a grass-frequenter, amd
that the grassy p'|11in:s of India and Australia are of a very similar character, we need wot feel surprised at
its being found in both countries, although they are so wide apart. It is now clearly established that the
White Herons or Egrets, and many of the Plovers and Sandpipers, of the two countries are specifically
identical ; and their gvifaunas may be regarded as still more closely united by the discovery that this fine
Owl ranf__{us*ﬁ'mn the base of the Himalayas (through, perhaps, the intervening countries of Java and the
Philippines, as suggested to me by Mr. Blyth) to Australia.

As I have no information of my own to offer respecting this bird, I take the liberty of transcribing
Mr. Diggles’s accounteof it from his work above quoted, which comprises all that is known of it in Australia.
« It does not often happen in’ a country so well searched since the visit of Mr. Gould in the years 1838;
1839, 1840, that so important and interesting a bird is brought to light ; and the fact of its having been
shot in the immediate neighbourhood of Brisbane may serve to encourage others interested in the study of
m-;ithuh_:g}', more especially in” the newly settled districts where novelties are mostly to be looked for, to
endeavour to add to our knowledge of the fauna of their adopted n:'nun'rr_s.-.t

¢« The habits of this bird doubtless assimilate in every important respect to those of the other members
of the family. Its nearest ally is Striz delicatula, a much smaller species, which, like the present, has the
tarsi naked for about half their lengfh, the remainder of*the Australian Owls yet known being feathered to
the toes.” . ! : .

The following is Mr. Diggles’s dgscription of this bird, which, as it was probably taken from a recent spe-
cimen, I give in prefergnce to one of my own :— . _ ) _

« Crown, back, and upper tail-coverts blackish brown, intcrnungiu{! with fmu'n}' buff, ,{,'m_.lh feather with a
small white spot at the tip3 facial disk buffy white, with a patch of .!:I:Lclnsh |Jru~:~.'|1 in ir:mrt of the eye;
bright baff, the chaft of each feather marked with black ; wings blackish brown, in-

frinwe around the disk | | , in-
3 eper tint than that of the back, and with a spot of white at the tip of

: = = PR h,,
tepmingled®vith bright tawny of a de ! :
. L 1 4r AT o ' 1S
. from the shoulder to the body a broad space of bright tawny lnlﬂ,.spocmul mt!1 numerous
bright tawny buff, tipped for a considerable portion of their
: the former are barred with four,

each feather :
small black spots ; primaries and secondaries _
1 1 1 F their inner w » white
length with brownish ;3 the larger portion of their inner w Eh.:?- pure bites : | S
m:i the latter with three bands of blackish brown ; scapularies blackish brown, with a spot of winte af- Il._
i il | ; . : 3 = ; : , : A
tip of each feather; central tail-feathers beautiful bright buff, with fonr black bands; the nearest ::r] 1
L8 - ] : .
d ; o nearly white, and the
lateral feathers ]r:nrluku of the same colour; but the outer ones are much paler, h::l;:mfrnl; ¥ bite, s g
s il L ; i .
i : : - iy i nen bu ecoming gradually
hands almost obsolete ; sides of the neck, chest, and upper portion of the abdor ; g8 : |
1 ¥ - - T
, whole of the undersurface marked with small brown spots near the tip o (,:1'1,1
ite 1 rsi vl hite, slichtly mixed with
feather ; thighs buff externally, and white internally; underside of the wings white, shghtly N o
‘ 1 e : i m : srsurface ills white, bandec
bufl, andsmarked with arrowhead-shaped spots of blackish brown ; undersurface of the quills | : }
e i ; ; ; i th, the re-
1,{ ped with dark brown; tarsi long, rather slender, and feathered for about half their length,
and tippe &

i i irs; le .t vellowish flesh-colour; bill fesh-colour ;
maining portion being cothed with short hairs; legs and feet yello :
n [

irides dark brown. .
««The female is not so bright in colour,

paler towards the tail; the

but in other respects is very similar to the male.

The figure is of the natural size. 4
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PITTA MACKLOTI, M. et Sehteg.
Macklot’s Pitia.

PPitta Mackloti, Miill. et Schleg. Verh, Nat. Gesch, Neder. &e. Land-en Volk., p. 22.—Temm. PL Col, 547. -G. R
Gray, Proe. of Zool. Soe., 1858, p. 175, and Gen. of Birds, vol. i. p. 213, Pitta, sp. 20
Brachyurus Mackloti, Bonap. Consp. Gen. Av., tom. i. p. 255, Brachyurus, sp. 14.

Erythropitta Mackloti, Bonap. Consp. Vol. Anisod., p. 7. no. 187. .

’ —
Brachyurus ( Erythropitta) Macklofi, 1Elliot, Mo F Pittidee. ol xxi _/;-«1\"- At ‘;
! ythropitta) io m. of Pittidie, pl. xxi, :// \'i
bowl |_|
P o
Z D
$ ill i

Sixee we have beeome hetter ;u't]u;uinh-[i with the zoology of Australia, and ||i1r'|ir|ll:u'l~.' with that of the distriet

termed Cape-York Peninsula, naturalists are more than ever convineed that that country, New Guinea, and
probably the Aru lslands were at one time united—an opinion which seems to be r-[i'i'l;iu‘:h' confirmed when
we find several species of birds common to them all.  The Pitta Mackloti is an instance in point; for it is
found in each of the countries above mentioned, and, although T have not received any of its eggs from New
Guinea or the Aru Islands, T possess undoubted examples, as well as young birds, from the neighbourhood
of Somerset, in the Cape-York district, where they were collected by Mr. James Cockerell, who informns me
that, although not common, it is sufliciently abundant there to render the obtaining examples a matter of no
ereat difficnlty. It inhabits thick viny serubs, based with stones, and overrun with rank herbage of various
kinds. Its mournful whistle, which is most frequently attered near sundown, is very deeeptive, appearing to
come from an uppn:-aiu' direction to that in which the bird is stationed ; it is, in fact, a perfect ventriloquist.
It sometimes leaves the ground, and may occasionally be seen perched on the tops of the highest trees,
where it sits very close. One of the nests of this bird, fonnd by Mr. Cockerell, was p!.':t'n:{l on the head of a
stump about six or seven feet from the ground ; it was a loose structure of interlaced grasses and fine woody
fibres. The eggs in this instance were three in number, of a creamy white, covered all over with small
speckles and streaks of a purplish hue, wany of which were much paler than others and appeared as if
beneath the surface of the shell.  Insome specimens, these markings are less numerous, but 1n all instances
are alike "0 character. The eggs appear to vary in size, even in the same nest, some being one inch in
length by thirteen sixteenths in diameter, while others measure one inch and an ciehth in length by fifteen
sixteenths of an inch in breadth.

This species 1s much less woisy than the Pitta simillima s its note, too, is less varied 3 and it appears to
make a more or less distant migration, cince Mr. Cockerell tells me that 1t arrives in the neighbourhood
of Somerset in October and November, and departs again 1 January and February s whither, he knows
not, but supposes to New Guinea.

The Editor of ¢ The Ibis” for 1868 suggests that this Australian bird may be specifically distinct from the
true P. Mackloti, hitherto only known from New Guinea, as it seems not to have the entirely black throat
and cheeks of the Papuan; but, after a careful examination of specimens from both E.‘(lelil‘_il.‘:\, I can affirm
that New-Guinea and Australian examples are precisely alike. :

Crown of the head dark reddish brown, striated with a few streaks of light blue ; nape and back of the
neck dull red ; throat reddish brown, deepening into a sorget of velvety black ; ear-coverts _l”‘“‘r‘*"h indi-
stinetly tipped Pﬁhtl'r.lﬂl'ljf with blue; across the breast a broad band of verditer-blue, below which 1s a nar-
mw-:_-r'mw. of velvety black ; abdomen, flanks, vent, and under tail-coverts deep r:L'-'k]'].‘i_’[ : 1rElL'l|{l."|I1{| :E-f.'ﬂiulhll'l['-i
dark green; wing-coverts and secondaries deep blue, with In_s__-:!m:r. edoes, and wnhlzt white spot on the
shoulder, mostly hidden by the coverts ; primaries black, washed with grey near the tips of the outer webs 3

the third with a broad |1:1tc!1 of white on the mner web, near its base; the fourth with a band of white at the

ebs » ghaft ; - with a pateh of white on the same part on the outer
same part across both webs and the shaft ; and the fifth with a pe : on .%” s .
ading on to the inner web, these white marks forming a small but consSpicuous

web and shaft and slightly mntr
lack : lers and feet flesh-colour.

spot on the centre of the wing ; rump and tail deep blue bill b

[n the immature state, the head and neck are brown, with indications at the back of the neck of the future

red colouring ; the green of the upper surface is mottled with brown ; the blue of the wings and tail is much
2l . 3 W - ¥ .
imber of white feathers on the shoulder than in the adult : the throat

aler ;5 nmrvm'rrlln'l‘t: are i oreater w .
el ture black gorget and blue and

and breast are striated with brown, amidst which are a few feathers of the 1
[ - -

- ] |'\ * 1A I 1 1 Lo 1 15 1 1 ¥ L ] t uwy el Il i!i ers 1 Aring ] I". Hpper
X |

black breast
part, down the centre, on the flanks, and .t!u- n:nt. i
The Plate represents the two sexes, of the size of life.
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PTILONORHYNCHUS RAWNSLEY], bDig

o
o

Rawnsley’s Bower-bird. AOABR

./ Ni -

Ptilonorhynehus Rawnsleyi, Diggles, Orn, of Austr., part xv, pl. 3 |:: \*

r:-;l.‘ :I..

N s

A e

X 1

I am greatly i : LT : e
am greatly indebted to . C. Rawnsley, Esq., of Brishane, in Queensland, for his kindness in forwarding
o

(8] my 1 . L ils = i il =
15M "l 1o |”\‘ Ll | . " ! 5 i |1 i h ] uch 1
I I \i} e I‘Ft 1 |”| [1 w i“.t h, I‘” '.h'.' l 1 I WO Yo .1 ]:. 15 1' w0en i 1 |}]l t f‘ m ] l lbt I{‘I

every .\nﬂf.‘ﬂmu ﬂ!'l!lill“lﬂ_‘.{i‘hl,. the |miut which renders it of interest béing whether it is a distinet species
or E.'I. hybrid |.Jli'h\1‘.“{!tl the Satin Bower bird (Ptilonorhynchus holosericens) and the Regent-bird (-ﬁ?*rfrr;'fu-s'
m.r-f.um.i."). It is evident, from the letters I have received on the subjeet, that both Mr. '[',‘-le;ll and Mr. “m\'i;whll'
||.1.n|:-av'|l have « ili}‘li'.lllﬂ‘: suspicion that it is a hybrid ; for myself, after having carefully compared the qim.‘“;wi
P vx.;“”]'hlﬁ < ”": h'E““_ and Regent-birds over and over again, I am unable to arrive at any satisfactory
(:{In\.rluh'u.nq, i:1ri.1t.m. imelined on ilu*_:-;'uh- of hybridism.  We know for certain that the vacnt-.lzird, like th-e
Qatin-bird, makes a bower or playing-place, where the sexes meet, the females coquet, and the males
perhaps, ficht for mastery 5 and as both these birds inhabit the same brushes, it is juost possible that th
Hall of Assembly of one of them may have been visited by a member of the uthr:r;l and hence, probably
sprang the bird ander consideration.  Whether it be a hybrid or not, time alone can determine, 'l'!;{;
following extracts from Mr. Rawnsley’s and Mr. Coxen’s letters respecting it may prove of interest, and in-
fluence the opinion of those Kuropean ornithologists who have not seen the specimen, a figure, or a
description of it. -

“ It may nterest you,” says Mr. Rawnsley, “ to learn the circumstances under which the bird was killed.
A large flock of Satin=birds were feeding in the garden around my house at Witton, near Brisbane, on the 14th
ol July, 1867, and [ had just shot an adult black male, when my attention was attracted by, as [ thoueht, another,
which had alighted on a tree a short distance off. Loading as quickly as possible, I ﬁr'a:d and Iaiﬂ-:d the bird ;
as it fell, the }-‘{*'I'lm'.' pﬂl‘lh)l] of its plumage caught my eyes, and 1 made sure 1t was a Regent-bird but on
p]l:liing.; it up, [ was, as you may suppose, grlruﬂy astonished. The bird was quitu dead ; I instantly drew
back the evelid, and found that the iris was of a pule sea-green, without a trace of the beautiful n}lu.;mﬂu
tint which encircles and radiates from the pupil in the Satin-bird. T took the bird to Mr. A. C. Gregory, the
explorer and now Surveyor-General of Queensland, who immediately recognized it as a species seen by him
near the Suttor River, a hranch of the Burdekin, on his route from the Gulf of {_'.nrpvuturiu to Moreton DBay,
about the month of October 1856." * Mr. Gregory,” says Mr. Diggles, « always took considerable trouble
to distinguish the different notes of birds and cries of bush-animals, knowing that the natives frequently nse
them as decoy-notes or signals of communication 5 and his attention was drawn to the present species from its

peculiar note, which was a prolonged odao several times very distinctly repeated 1 a minor key, giving

it a very plaintive character. Mr. Gregory states he had an execllent opportunity of observing its
plumage, and cannot possibly be istaken, and that on mentioning the circumstance to Mr. Elsey, the

surgeon and naturalist attached to his party, it became a matter of discussion between them as to whether
it ought to be placed the genus Ptilonorhynchus or that of Sericulus. The country in which it was seen
was an open box-flat, with brigalow-scrubs in the neighbourhood.”

« It certainly '[!i'll't':ﬂii}zi much of the character of both the Satin- and the Rogrut-hini." remarks Mr. Coxen ;
« but hybrids, I believe, never oceur in a state of nature, especially between the members of different genera.
M. {'il"t‘:.'rﬂl‘\' is very clear as to his having seen the bird on the Suttor he watched it some time, and on his
return Il.l 1hr-:-. camp he mentioned it to Mr. Clsey, whao, not having himself observed it, very naturally imagined

for some tune that Mr. Gregory had merely seen a vaunt-hlrd, Mr. Gregory told me 1t was 1ts peculiar

at first drew his attention to it, and that he could have made no mistake on the subject.” I suspect,
nistake (for neither the Satin- nor the chunt-hlril gives utterance to such a
and-buff male of the

note th
however, that he did make a 1
and that the note heard was that of an adult black or an immature black-

sound), e Xho 5.0
ing well known that the Indian bird, which is pm'lmhl}' identical,

Australiau Koel (Fudynamis Flindersi), it be
does emit a note milar to the one he deseribes.

« Head, throat, neck, chest, abdomen, back, upper and under tail-coverts ricl )
t-black, edged with the former colour; priumrius black, with the exception of a
a large portion of the inner webs near the base, which are bright yellow ;

ater part of their length, their basal portions being edged with black,

1 glossy bluish black ; wing-

coverts and spurious wing je
small |mrtinn of the outer webs and
secondaries brilliant orange for the gre
and there is a large rounded or oval patc
wavy form through the centre of the outer we
all the feathers, except the two middle ones, slightly tipped with gq;:l[icn hm‘-.\-n : | ! .
but lighter at the tip 3 irides _r_{'reeuish blue. Length 114 inches, wing 6, tail 4, tarsus 14, bill 12" (Diggles.)

e bird In two pmitinnsT as near the patural size as

I of black near their tips; a narrow stripe of deep orange runs ina
bs of the tertiaries ; their inner webs wholly black ; tail jet-black ;
feet olive-black ; bill the same,

pu:«.-eih!m

[ have Iigurcd th
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ORTHONYX SPALDINGIL Rans.

Spalding’s Orthonyx. -

\.:'k_u{ﬁ;- >
rthe . Saaldinoi . \_',./- A
mya Spaldingi, Rams. in Proc. of Zool. Soc, 1868, p. 380 ] A
: - ‘_]I.I |._
(22 yre
T e
VIi

O~ sremE Wil : M : : ;
Mr. ;{]:1:1:::.:1":'::;1:1 tly{t.-:?l."t]:-ri,“::n lhi:liil'w:mil:jl_! .Wﬂh. Ilm?. ,”I l‘t.}1+‘_','1:.'l11|1'r1.1111_|7{ M. Splgs s {!:lh'['{!"-'i.'1'l.':l', A
; ] acguisition of a second species ol ihis remarkable genus,  F arther research
in ﬂu.- untrodden nt"ruhs am.ql brushes of Northern Australia may yet unveil to us other species of a form
"-"‘I‘_“"“l”}' adapted for roamg over prostrate trees, moss-covered stones, and leafy dells, and obtaining food
amidst the herbaceous and other plants peculiar to such situations. ' '

-'“'h”"?-'.'j“ T:hl'- ﬂ*’:”””-‘ﬁf-*' Spaldingi is nearly twice the size of 0. spinicaurdus, it will be seen that the two species
rln.wl;r assimilate in their structure, and in certain parts of the colouring of the respective sexes. [ wish it
were in my power to communicate any information respecting the nidification of the new bird ; whenever it
nm;.r be obtained it will doubtless prove of considerable interest, inasmuch as the form of the nest and the
white colour of the eggs of 0. .*r‘m'm'r:r,-mfus are strikingly different from those of every other Australian bird,
and we may reasonably infer that those of the new species will be very similar.

The following notes by Mr. Ramsay, which comprise all that is at i;w:snut known respecting the ()rthanya
Spaldingi, are extracted from the ¢ Proceedings of the Zoological Society " for 1868, p. 386:— /

«This fine bird was obtained in a dense brush about thirty-five miles inland from Rockingham Bay, Queens-
land, and is a valuable addition to our avifauna, being the second species of the anomalons genus ()rthony.r.
Its much greater size and jet-black plumage at once distinguish it from the Orthonyw spinicaudus of the New-
Sonth-Wales brushes, to which, however, it closely assimilates in habits and actions, frequenting the
thickest parts of the serubs, and obtaining its food by seratehing among the fallen leaves and debris.

« [ beg to propose the name of .H}:m"rﬁngﬁ for this new .sc]wciv.s, after its discoverer, who has worked hard
in the ornithological line for many years, and added to my collection many valuable and rare birds.

¢« Male. The whole of the head, cheeks, and car-coverts, the sides of the head, cides and back of the
neck, the sides of the chest, and the shoulders jut-l}lm'k, Wings above brownish black, the feathers broadly
margined with dark brown; primaries and outer webs of the secondaries brown, lighter on the outer webs
of the |1r'|nmrh::;. Chin, throat, chest, and centre of the breast as far as the abdomen white : sides of the
breast, flanks, upper and under tail-coverts, rump, and back olive-brown ; base of the feathers and abdomen
dull slaty brown 3 the tail, lower part of the hind neck, and between the shoulders blackish brown 3 bill
black 3 u}.'ql'lds flesh-white 3 irides blackish brown ; legs and feet brownish black. The tail is long and
puinim], the two outer feathers one-fourth less than the centre ones, the shafts of ~hich are black and much
curved downwards, but not so much worn into spines as in the remainder of the feathers.
«Total length (of skin) 11 inches; wing, from flexure 52 tail D inches; tarsi 1'9 5

mouth 1 inch, from forehead 0-9, its width at hase 0-4, height 0-4.
own tinge on the upper and under parts of

bill, from anele of

« The female differs from the male in having the olive-br
throat, and chest rich deep rust-red, from which

a reddish-brown tint, and in having the centre of the chin,
y the abdomen; the rest of the

white descends, lessening 1 width, over the breast &
ovelid flesh-white 5 legs and feet blackish brown.
iele of mouth (-9, from

a triangular pateh of
plumage as in the male: bill black, irides blackish brown,
« Total length (of skin) 5.5 inches ; tail 4°1; wing, from flexure 4:5 5 bill, from ai
forchead 0°89, height 03, width 0-3: tarsi 1-8.7
he Plate represents the two sexes, of the natural size.
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ARTAMUS MELANOPS, Goud. > )
Black-faced Wood-Swallow. I"r"-f;-;"-.""‘.'i'\

Artamus melanops, Gounld in Proe. of Zool. Soc., 1863, p. 198.—Id. Handb. Birds of Aust., vol. i. p. 144.

“ Tuis fine species is unlike every other known member of the genus. It is most nearly allied to Artainus
albiventris, but differs from that bird in the jet-black colouring of its under tail-coverts, and from A. cinereus
i its smaller size and the greater extent of the black on the face. The specimen from which my description
was taken has been kindly sent to me by Mr. S. White, of the Reed-beds, near Adelaide, Soutlr Australia,
who informs me that it was shot by him at St. a Becket's Pool, lat. 28° 30', on the 23rd of August, 1863, and
who, in the notes accompanying it, says, ‘I have never seen this bird south. It collects at night, like A, sordidus,
and utters the same kind of call. It seems to be plentiful all over the north country, and particularly about
Clhamber’s Creck and Mount Margaret. It feeds on the ground, soars high, and clings in bunches like the
others. The two sexes appeared to be very similar in outward appearance ; but the young are much
speckled with dusky brown, particularly on the back.””

Since the above |mrﬂgrupl1 appeared in the first volume of my ¢ Handbook to the Birds of Australia,’
several other specimens have been kindly forwarded to me by Mr. G. F. Waterhouse, Curator of the Museum
of the South Australian Institute at Adelaide, in a note accompanying which that gentleman says :—

« In compliance with your wish, T forward herewith by return of post some specimens of Artamus melanops
lately received from a friend located about 300 miles north of this place, who informs me that they make

their appearance in large numbers about August, and remain for a month or six weeks, after which they

become scarce.”
The pruccding brief passages com prise all that is at present known respecting the Artamus me
ar-coverts, sides of the face, and

lanops.

Lores, face, rump, and under tail-coverts black ; stripe over the eye, e
hest so as to form a well-marked band ; under surface deli-

throat ;_rrm"lsh bufl, increasing in depth on the ¢
. two middle tail-feathers black, the remainder black largely tipped with white ; upper
st at the tip ; feet blackish

cate vinous grey;
surface of the wings grey, their under surface white 3 bill leaden grey, darke
hrown.

The fizures are of the natural size.
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EOPSALTRIA LEUCURA, Goud.

White-tailed Robin.

7\
: i v —— : : 4 Lkt
Eopsaltria lencura, Gould in Ann. and Mag. Nat. Hist., 4th ser,, vol. iv. p. 108. = e
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Tur late John Gilbert was probably the first person who shot this fine species of Eopsaltria, of which I have
had a mutilated skin, obtained by him at Port Essington, in my possession for the last twenty vears. The
specimen alluded to is too imperfect for describing or figuring ; but [ am enabled to supply these desiderata
{rom two others now before me in the finest state of !u':_-hm'rutlr;m, Unfortunately nothing is known
respecting the Kopsaltria lencura, except that 1t inhabits the great beds of mangroves bordering the coasts
of the northern part of Australia (to which, according to Mr. Cockerell, it is confined), thatit is very quiet in
all its actions, and rather rare in the neighbourhood of Somerset. There appears to be no difference what-
ever in the colouring of the sexes, in which respect this new species assimilates to the little group of
Yellow-breasted Robins (Fopsaltria australis, B. griscogularis, &c.). Its nearest ally is the E. lewcoyaster
of Western Australia; but it differs from that species in being of larger size, and in the basal portion of the
five outer tail-feathers on each side being white.

The following description of the colouring of this new species was published by e in the * Annals and
Magazine of Natural History,” above referred to:—

«« Forehead, lores, and a line nearly surrounding the eye and the ear-coverts black ; head and upper sur-
face dark leaden grey, fringed p:_mt:_'rim‘lj_.' with grc:-.'ia-;h white ; wings blackish brown, darkest on the shoulders ;
upper mil—cm'urt&; black ; two centre tail-feathers black, the next on each side black, with a stripe of white
on the basal part of the shaft and outer web ; the remaining four on each side white at the base, and black
for the remainder of their length ; all the ander surface and the under tail-coverts white, with the exception
of a broad band of pale grey across the breast ; bill and feet black. ]

«Total length 6} inches, bill 43, wing 34, tail 3, tarsi 1."” :

o Habitat. The Cape-York district,” and other parts of the north coast as far as the Coburg Peninsula.

The figures are :iu]:pused to represent a male and a female, of the size of life.
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MONARCHA ALBIVENTRIS, Goua.

White-bellied Flycatcher.

Manareha alliventris, Gould in Proe, of Zool. Soc., 1866, p. 217 K - “__-‘!,é-‘*_
- (L
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Berone recording the Little that is known |'L~.H|rt.'t'l11|l_f this new _H],,_.t.'".,‘J 't will be as well, |'1'l'1lii|!-'. tr atile
that Mr. G. R. Gray has pointed out, in the ¢ Proceedings of the Zoological Society ' for 1860, p. 302, that
the trae Monareha trivireate, which is a native of the island of Timor. is distinet from the bird of the sonth-
castern parts of Australia, so called in the second volume of this work, Plate 96, and in my ¢ Handbook to
"i“‘ Birds of -"'t"”hil'il|i'l:1,1 vol. 1. p. 253, and has dedicated the latter to myself, ealling it Wonarche Gouldi.
I'his gentleman, moreover, states that the bird which he has named M. bimaculata, and which was brought to
this country from Batchian by Mr. Wallace, is different from bhoth. To this I may add that the bird here
figured, which is a native of the {Tzliu--‘i’m'l{ district, differs from all of them, and is distingnished for the
pure whiteness of the under surface of its body, its axillaries, and the underside of the wings whereas in
the south-eastern species (I Gouldi) the chestnut colouring of the breast is continued down the entire
length of the flanks, over the under surface of the wines, and on the axillaries also in very old specimens.

The Northern-Queensland bird, M. albiventris, '« also a little smaller in size than the New-South-Wales
M. Gouldi, which more nearly assimilates, in size, colour, and markings, to the Timor M trivirgata; but the
latter has a longer and much narrower bill than the former, and. moreover, has a greater amount of white
on the three outer tail-feathers, in which respect it resembles the Cape-York bird 1 but as the Timor species
has buff sides and axillaries, like . Gouldi, it cannot be regarded as identical.

The M. albiventris is abundantly dispersed over the Cape-York peninsula, where, according to Mr. James
Cockerell, it is stationary, breeding on the edges of the serubs, In actions it is a complete Flyeatcher,
sallving forth to capture insects, and returning to the same branch, all the while moving the tail from side
to side.

Mr. Cockerell brought me the eggs of this bird, which may be described as of creamy white, covered

with minute rufous dots, thinly dispersed over the middle and smaller end, and so thickly at the lreer entd
as nearly to coalesce and form a rufous cap ; they are about five-eighths of an inch in length by half an meh
‘1 breadth, and are generally two in number, laid on a small, shallow, round, and neatly formed nest.
Bill and legs olive lead-colour ; forehead and a narrow stripe above the eve, upper portion of the ear-
coverts, and the rhrn:ltjvt-hlzu-l{ : cheeks, lower part of the neck, and the chest brieht ferruginous ; abdomen_
axillaries, and a considerable portion of the under surface of the wing snow-white ; erown of the head, back
of the neck, and back bluish grey: prlru:n'iv: greyish brown; upper tail-coverts and tail black, the three
outer feathers of the latter largely tipped with white.

There seems to be but little difference in the putward appearance of the sexes; the accompanying Plate

may therefore be regarded as representing a male and a female, of the natural size.
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PTILOTIS NOTATA, Gowa.

Yellow-spotted Honey-eater. -
N e ‘2\3‘&;_.'!. fff
'\.f ~re\

Ptilotis notata, Gould in Ann. and Mag. Hist. 1867, 3rd ser. vol. xx. p. 269. ]

Tuis species of Plilotis is a native of the Cape-York peninsula, where it appears to be tolerably common. It
belongs to a section of the genus of which three or four species are known ; of these, the ]iar;n:nt is the P. ery-
cotis of New South Wales, and the smallest the bird to which T have assigned the name of P. gracilis; all
three are distinguished by possessing disproportionately large bills.  The fourth species of the section is the
P. similis of Hombron and Jacquinot, from the Aru Islands, a bird which, in the size of its body, resembles
the P. notata, but has a more lengthened patch of yellow behind the ears and a much shorter and stouter
bill 1 the P. similis also differs from all the others in the profusion of its rump-feathers, the dark bases of
which show conspicuously in certain positions. The late Mr. John Macgillivray brought a Ptilotis from
Dunck Island which so nearly resembles the P. nofata that, although its wings are somewhat shorter, |
believe them to be identical.  Of the habits and economy of these birds nothing is known ; and 1t would be
interesting to ascertain upon what particular trees they obtain their food. On the southern coast of Aus-
tralia the members of the genus Ptilotis frequent the Eucalypti which there abound ; whether any of that
class of trees also exist on the Cape-York peninsula, or on Dunck and the Aru Islands, I know not, but |
may be reasonably inferred that some of them do.

i have lately received specimens, throngh John Jardine, Esq., from the Cape-York district of Queensland 5
and Gilbert collected a bird very nearly allied, if not the same as this. at Brown’s Lagoon, on the 20th of
December, 1844, when travelling with Leichardt from Moreton Bay to Port Essington.

The following is a copy of my original deseription as published in the ¢ Annals and Magazine of Natural
]'Ii\'_\'tlll'}" above quntu:i, to which I have nothing to add :— . _

« Crown and all the upper surface greenish olive ; lores, a line beneath the eye, and the anterior portion
of the ear-coverts brownish black ; from the angle of the mouth a pale-yellow stripe ; posterior part of the
ear-coverts pale 3'1:1!4;}“', assuming the form of a nearly round spot ; under surface pale _:_;-rv].'ihh olive, obseurely
streaked with pale grey down the throat and breast; bill Llack, with a thick fleshy vellow gape 3 legs
bluish.

e« Total length 64 inches, bill 13, wing 3%, tail 2z, tarsi 1.”

The Plate represents two hirds, \11}I'|:lL'rﬂl"{| to be one of each sex, ol ihe natural size.
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PTILOTIS COCKERELLI, Goua.

Cockerell’s Honey-eater.

. & ¥ i + * * ‘~ ‘k-ﬂ-l\l f
Prilotis Cockerelli, Gould in Ann. and Mag. Nat. Hist., 4th ser., vol. iv. p. 109. ,:‘:'P'/— i
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I+ is but an act of justice that at least one of the birds of Australia should be named after Mr. James
Cockerell, inasmuch as he is a native-born Australian, Las collected very largely in the northern parts of that
great country, and discovered more than one new species, among which must be enumerated the present very
interesting bird.  Mr. Cockerell iuforms me that it frequents the forests of the little-explored parts of the
Cape-York peninsula, often in company with the Blue Mountain-Lory and the Yellow-spotted Honey-eater
(Ptilotis notata), to which latter bird it assimilates in its actions and habits ; it appears to be most numerous
in the m-.ighlmurlmml of Somerset in October, November, and December, when the trees are in blossom, and
is tolerably common in the districts above mentioned. When chacterizing it in the volume of the ‘Annals and
Magazine of Natural History’ above referred to, I remarked that ** althongh I have placed this beautiful new
species in the genus Ptilotis, 1 am by no means certain that [ am correct in so doing ; for the bird possesses
characters which ally it to at least three genera, namely Stigmatops, Meliphaga, and Ptilotis, while it also
possesses characters peculiar to itself of almost sufficient importance to demand a distinet generic appellation.

It somewhat resembles in its colouring the Ptilotis polygramma of Mr. G. R. Gray (vide Proc. Zool. See., 1861,

pp- 429, 434).7

The male has the fore part of the head grey, merging
mottled appearance, owing to cach feather being of a darker hue in the centre ;
brown, with a spot of dull white at the tip of cach, forming a spotted band across the shoulder ; greater
with wax-yellow 3 tail brown, the lateral feathers margined ex-
anterior feathers pale :,‘eilr:w{, and

1to the brown of the upper surface, which has a
lesser wing-coverts dark

coverts and primaries dark brown margined
ternally at the base with wax-yellow ; ear-coverts silvery, with a few of the
throat and breast clothed with narrow lanceolate white feathers, a

a posterior tuft of rich gamboge-yellow ;
v; abdomen dull greyish white, changing to a creamy

few on the sides of the chest tinged with deep yelloy

tint towards the vent 3 bill black : feet horn-colour.
The female in colouring differs only in the spots at the tips o

solete, but, as is the case with many other species of the family, 1s muc

f the lesser wing-coverts being nearly ob-
h smaller than the male, as will be

scen by the following admeasurements :—
Male~—Total length 5 inches, bill 1, wing 3%, tail 22, tarst -
Female.—Total length 4 inches, bill &, wing 2%, tail 24, farsi 5.

The figures are of the natural size.
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SITTELLA STRIATA, Goua.

Striated Sittella.

e i
i ' ' ; 2o
Sittella striata. Gould in Ann. and Mag. Nat. Hist., 4th ser., vol. iv. p. 110 4 Hg/
j= h
f‘;: e

Since the discovery of the Sittella chrysoptera of the southern coast of Australia, some seventy or more years
ago, five additional and well-defined species of this peculiarly Australian genus of !rt'{'-ru;nn'_-rs han:'lmun
discovered, namely, the 5. leucocephala of Southern Queensland, 8. lencoptera of the Cobourg Peninsula,
S. pileata of Southern and Western Australia, S. tenuivostris (found by Captain Sturt in the interior, and
so named by me in my « Handbook to the Birds of Australia,” vol i. p. 610), and the present species.
S tenuirostris 1 have not yet figured 5 for the only specimen [ have ever scen is in an imperfect state of
plumage, and I therefore anxiously await the arrival of others to enable me to do so correctly.

Of this new species [ have seen four or five examples, collected on the Cape-York peninsula by
Mr. Cockerell, who tells me that the bird is common there, moving about 1n little bands of five or six in
number. and if one be shot the whole may be procured, as the remainder immediately come fluttering round 3 it
is constantly engaged in running over the branches of the larger trees, like the other species of the genus.
Spme specimens have jet-black heads and throats, that hue even extending on to the chest, while in others
the black colouring 1s nearly confined to the erown 3 but one and all are E:L‘:I]Hlli{':tlullri]:«' striated with blackish
brown, both on the upper and under surface. It has not been ascertained by dissection whether the black-
throated individuals are males ; one would naturally suppose that they are; and [ should not have had any
doubt on the subject, had 1 not been aware that in . pileata there is more black on the head of the female
than on that of the other sex—a circumstance which induced me to deseribe the former as distinet, under
lanocephala, a term which is strictly :Lppliculﬂv to the present species, but

the specific appcllutinn of me
| therefore selected the term sfriala as v.\:prussiv:: of its next most con-

which, of course, cannot be used.

spicuous feature. It will be ohserved that one of the three specimens fizured on the accompanying Plate is
immediately above ihe bill—a feature which may indicate a youthful state of the bird.

has the whole of the head, neck, throat, and breast black 3 all the upper surface pale brown,
the centre of each feather : under surface steiated in a similar manner;
and the edges of the feathers are also lighter and on the centre
. . and faintly

aveyish white
The male
with a blackish-brown stripe down
but the streaks are narrower, not so dark,
arly pure white : prim;n"m.-a black, with a large spot of white near the base

of the abdomen are ne .
d with pale brownj upper tail-coverts white 3 under

Iippmi with brown?: secondaries dark Lirown, margine 1 ;
dark brown in the centre of each ; tail black, the lateral

tail-coverts white, with a large tear-shaped spot of
cede from the centres cirele round the

white increasing in extent as the feathers re

feathers tipped with
tip of the bill black.

eve, base of the bill, and the legs and feet yellow 3
Total length 4 ‘hehes, bill £, wing 3, tail 14, tarsi 5.
differs in having the crown and nape ounly

black, and in the striation of the under surface

The female
extending from the bill to the vent.

The fgures are of the natural size.
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JASUARIUS AUSTRALIS, wa
Australian Cassowary.

W - o I T = .

Casuwarins australis, Wall, [llustrated Sydney Herald, June 3, 1854.—Gould, in Proc. of Zool. Soc part xxv
1857, p. 270.—Selat. in Proe. Zool. Soc., part xxviii. 1860, p. 210, and 1866, pp. 168, 557.—DBenn. ibid.
1867, p. 473.—Sclat. ibid., 1868, p 376.—Gould, Handb. Birds of Australia, vol. ii. p- 206.

Johnsonii, Muell. in the Australasian, Dec. 15, 1866 : Melbourne Herald, Dec. 17, 1867: and Proe,

of Zool. Soe., 1867, p. 242.—Krefft, ibid., 1867, p. 483.—Digr. Orn. of Aust,, part xiii. pl. 4.
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I'ne discovery of a species of {-4l"~hi}‘|hlt:r in Australia may be looked upon as one of the most interesting
results of the later explorations of that vast portion of the globe ; interesting indeed is the acquisition of the
truly noble bird represented in the accompanying Plate, sinee it is one of the few remaining species of a great
eroup of wingless birds which formerly tenanted the austral regions of our planet.  For our first know-
ledge of its existence we are indebted to the late My, Thomas Wall, who, like Gilbert, Strange, Leichardt,
Johnson, Drammond, Burke, and Wills, and many other explorers, left his bones in the inhospitable wilds

of Australia. It was communicated to the world in nearly the following words :—* A specimen of this bird

was shot near Cape York, inone of the almost inaceessible gullies which abound in that part of the Australian
continent, and where, as well as in other deep and stony valleys of that neighbourhood, it was running in com-
panies of seven or eight. On that part of the north-castern coast, therefore, it is probably plentiful, and will be
met with in all the deep gullies at the base of high hills. The bird possesses great strength in its legs, and
makes use of it in the same manner as the Emu.  Its whole build is more strong and heavy than the latter
bird. It is very wary; but its presence may be detected by its utterance of a peculiarly lond note, which is
taken up and echoed along the gullies ; and it could be easily killed with a rifle.”  These particulars were
published in the *INustrated Sydney Herald,” of the 3rd of June, 1854, by Mr. Thomas Wall's brother, ‘
Mr. William Sheridan Wall, Curator of the Australian Museum, who at the same time suggested for the
bird the specific name of australis, a term which has been adopted by every European ornithologist.  In a
wote from Dr. Bennett, that gentleman says :—** Carron, the survivor of Kennedy’s Fxpedition, informed me
that the Cassowary shot by Wall had a helmet or erest on the head of a black colour, and not red as first
stated, and that t:.vn specimens were shot and caten by his party in the dense serubs in Weymounth Bay,
near Cape York, and close to the coast.”

The next notice of the bird is contained in a communication to the Zoological Society of London, on
the 13th of December, 1866, by Mr. Sclater, who stated that he had been informed by Mr, Walter J. Scott,
who had an extensive sheep-run in the Valley of Lagoons, on the Upper Burdekin River, about 100 miles
westward of Rockingham Bay, that in the neighbourhood of the latter locality the bird was well known under

- the name of the Black Emu, but was shy and very ditficult to obtain, )

¢ | fear | can tell you but little respecting these birds,” says Mr. Scott; I have :IH."H.'J: had the .Iurhu.u‘
to meet with one myself, but have received information of their Ilwmg seen on 1l!rvu {.::- {four oceasions, in
spots thirty or forty miles apart. Some black troopers ”1. the uflm'n ]:ulm-‘. n:i”””.":-l h-m]];jl: m|.«;u+uc-=~.~s.-=f||1
pursuit of one they had seen about IEII'L'L‘ .nuln:s from our Vale E;E. ]l]l.'ll:]l.L-l; ,h:‘l.“:f“ LHL lltt.lm: {;M?:t:: :T”:::
perfectly familiar with the Common ]i«l_l'll], informed me rha}l,tlw hire .l :t} L.]u. :E,LIH . :“. | HI.I.L"' o ]HI;

The Superintendent of the same station told me, on a former occasion, he had seen W0 DIACK TS,

thought they were i mere variety. Another person in our employment saw one on the * Separation Creek
10 ) :

H -1 a1 + wer
of Leichardt, which is really a tributary of the Herbert River. e -
; B . ] sention from Dr. Mueller appeared i the

Two days later, December 15th, 1866, the following communication fre Pl

snaper. * The Australasian ':—
Melbourne newspaper, * 1he i 1 : Lupy
« For the intelligence of the existence of an Australian true casoar, and for the means of defining pre-
liminarily its ﬂ;reciﬁc characters, I am indebted to G. Randall Johuson, Esq., who m September last, while
pminarily g : : 'sq., y Seembgesh
isit to Rockingham Bay, shot in the Gowrie Creek sernb the only specimen of this remarkable bird as
1 VIS \

on i ; . e
it should bear ; and I cannot do better than to give in the first mstancs

vet obtained, and whose name I wish : :
-puhiif.'itv to the lucid remarks transmitted to me by that gentlemen”:—

« ¢ The bird seems to confine itself almost entirely to the more open parts of tl ey
During the months of July, August, and September its food consists ¢h fly of :
5 together with herbage, probably forms its
have been so little observed that hardly

f the serubs, and seldom ventures

far out on the plains. o o
EH’E{-SIMPL'{I blue-skinned berry, the fruit of a large tree. o

diet. at least for that portion of the vear; but at present its habits
o ol

anything is known concerning them.
‘At the meeting of the Zoological Society

0

of London, on the 28th of February, 1867, Mr. Sclater, referring




to the above communication, remarked that the bird deseribed by Dr. Mueller was no doubt the C i

australis of Gould 3 and with reference to the specimen in the Sydney Museum Mr. W {"ll:u !Ll ]’".3?‘”:’;‘?
!cltvr to the Editor of the * Sydney Herald” on the 8th of February, 1867 ,in ~.-..":1it:|-1 I::?r"-;‘l:'!"'% .f“:“LTS:T ‘d
%u:ﬂ: seen the bird sent to the Museum by Mr. Johuson, and think it identic;’ﬂ with that sihnlm‘t:l:'v M \1"::-“:31
in the vicinity of Weymouth Bay in November 1848. T am aware that in the few remarks ﬂn‘-‘#irr:ﬂ’u!{;’s

. g % " STy ] Py R lER wh i s - TEY X
:lrl ([I.:,:l::’I[._l.:]:-:E;:L:::.|:;il:‘I::tl:dlﬁ hum:? ; f;:;ﬂll_tit_“,h t]lli.?l'l: s ::n I,I'rr{].l‘ as to the colour of the helmet
: ‘ > e as present when Wall's bird was shot, and helped to eat
|t.,l had a gf}!':j’n ﬂ|}|:-m:hnul:p of knowing something respecting it. Instead of going in flocks of five or
six together, 1t Istccrt:unly a solitary bird, and would appear to be very scarce, as nnh" two others were scen
by .mlr party liflrlll;{ the whole journey from Rockingham Bay to my furthest {‘itllll; at Weymonth Bay, in
latitude 12225 S, This bird had shorter but larger legs, a heavier body, and shorter neck than the Ema.
It appears to confine itself to the gullies in the thick jungles with the Brosh-Turkeys and Jungle-fowl,
feeding on the various fruits found there, even swallowing the large seeds of L'rr.w!rumx;;r‘-;‘mum and f‘l’fmrfrn.-us.
Mr. Wall took every care of the skin he was able to doj but it was completely destroyed hefore he died,
together with my own specimens at Weymouth Bay. This bird was certainly very lur_r_;{:: and furmished onr
whole party with a better supper and breakfast than we had enjoyed for some months, or than poor Wall
was destined to enjoy again (as he and all Lis companions, with the exception of myself and one other, had
died in six weeks after from want of food); but there was not one in the party who would not have eaten
more if he could have wot it, every meal having been divided with the greatest nicety for a long time.”

On the 11th of June, 1868, Mr. Sclater exhibited to the Zoological Society a very fine and perfeet skin
of the Casuarins australis, which had been transmitted to him by Mr. Charles J. Scott, of Queensland, and
was believed to be the first example that had reached Europe. Along with the specimen Mr. Scott for-
warded a careful deseription and sketch of the head and naked parts of the neck, which Mr. Sclater very
kindly placed in my hands, and thus enabled me to give the annexed correct illustration, of the size of life.
Mr. Sclater remarked that some naturalists had been inclined to doubt whether the Casuarius australis would
prove to be really distinct from the well-known Casuarius galeatus of Ceram, but e believed that no one who
examined the present specimen could any longer doubt npou the matter. The following appeared to liim to
be noticeable points of distinction between the two species :—

The crest of the Australian bird is of a different shape from that of (. galeatus, rising much more erect
from the head, and attaining a much greater development than in even the largest examples of the latter
species. I C. australis also the crest is extremely compressed towards the edges, terminating in two thin
laminge of horn united in a medial line. The tarsi are thicker and stouter, and the elongated claw on the
inner toe of C. australis is straighter and much more developed. The following stated dimensions of the
present specimen appear to indicate that the species attains a much greater size than IL'.‘ galealus i—
Total length, from the summit of the helmet to the end of the caudal feathers, about 72 inches; total
height of the crest, from its base to the summit, 5:8; distance from the gape to the end of the bill,
ine, 6:1; length of tarsus 13:3; length of the siner toe with the nail 63, nail of ditto
e middle toe with the mail 70, outer ditto with the nail 4:5. The wing in C. australis
e strong barbless quills, and terminated, as in other species of the genus, by a well-
appears rather to resemble that of C. galeatus, being divided nearly

m a straight |
35 length of th
is composed of four or fiv
developed claw. The gular caruncle
down to its base, and terminating in two flaps. ‘ .

It may, perhaps, be thought that my representation of the head and neck 1s too h!%’]:l}’ coloured ; but 1
must remind my readers that, as is the case with the salacious Turkey and the equally hot Talegalla, those parts

of the Cassowary are very different in appearance at opposite seasons ; and thus the bare skin of the neck may

be smooth at one period and corrugated at another. [ have had abundant evidence that such® is the case

with the examples of Casuarius galeatus which have lived and bred in the Gardens of the Zoological
Society for many years past, and [ feel assured that

I have so many gentlemen to thank for the assistance tl ne e
bird, that I am fearful lest 1 may omit to name some one Or more of them ; if this should be t]1e case, 1
hope the seeming negligence may be regarded as mere inadvertence. To Mr. Arthur J. Scott E.u“]i lu;: b,:'-::tl‘zers
I am especially indebted, and not less so to Dr. Benuett of Sydney (who sent me a j:lmtl.}gmp 1 of the E:.‘.pe*
cimen in the Sydney Museum), to Professor M‘Coy and Dr. Mueller of Melbourne, Victor1a, C. Coxen, Esq.,

of Brisbane, and Mr. Sclater.
I do not append a description of the bird, because my plate

i an any words ver characteristic and expressive.
and colouring than any w ords, however charac . \ :
: ¥ d and legs, of the size of life ; the other an entire

Oue of the annexed illustrations represents the hea
of the bird, necessarily much reduced.

what takes place in one species also occurs in the other.
ey have rendered me respecting this important

s will convey far more readily its appearance

figure
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CASUARIUS UNIAPPENDICULATUS, Byt

One-carunculated Cassowary.
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On the preceding Plate 1 have illustrated that remarkable bir s ] nle CCusnari :
present mul-. [ give a representation of mmi:ur ]1‘::1 Ii:l;l:liil]l:tlftnutli:.::i::‘;{w}t{“;{]'"'!\if l:"”.”f”””" g 4 EI“.
the native conntry of which is saud to be New Guinea and t1- l- ; ‘I. ik t.ht'.m' L M”.fw family,

A 3 ; . A i ie adjacent islands, particularly that of Salawatty ;
hence, if not a native of Australia, its habitat is almost as near to that country as Irtlml{i is to England. &

‘Liiw the Cusuarius Bennetti and the C. australis, the €. uniappendiculatus is a fine addition to tlu-- group of
existing Struthiones. When the first living example came under my notice in the Gardens of the ;’:;h’ﬂﬂf_ﬁi_'ﬂi
Society of Amsterdam, [ did not rest until I had obtained a drawing of the bird from life, being well aware
it would eventunally die, and that, withont such a record, the knowledee of the colouring of i.t.s soft parts
would in all probability be lost to science. Fortunately Mr. Robert Kretschmar, of Leipzig, offered to make
me such a drawing ; and a copy of it, with but little alteration, is here given. The Casuarius uniappendiculatus
appeared to be a bold and spirited bird, and to be taller than any other species of the genus [ had seen alive.
Unfortunately it is now dead ; but its skin graces, [ believe, the fine Museum at Leyden. To these brief
remarks T append all that is known respecting the species. :

For our first knowledge of its existence we are indebted to Mr. m;.-ll., who, in a letter to the Editor of
«The This’ (1860, p. 193), speaks of a Cassowary living in the aviary of the Babn Rajendra Mullick, with
“a yellow throat, a single yellow throat-wattle, and a long stripe of naked yellow skin down each side of
the neck.” Soon afterwards Mr. Blyth characterized it, in the *Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal,’
307, says, ** 1 have described it as

and in another letter to the Editor of ¢ The Ibis,’ for the same year, p. «
Casuariies mm-ul,n‘m:'mﬁm!xn‘:{s—-ruthvr a long name, but descriptive of its most strongly marked peculiarity.”
of it is contained in a communication to * The Ibis ' for the same year from my friend

The next notice
for a short time in Europe; his remarks have reference to the

Dr. George Bennett, of Sydney, then residing
Amsterdam 5putin1(~n, which, he says, ** dilfe
| the casque is not yet developed. The cheeks are of a bluish green ;
on each side of the

rs in many characters from any of the hitherto known species.

It appears to be about half-grown, ant
oht ochreous colour, terminating in a single wattle ;

the throat caranculated, and of a bri
colour, with a slight crimson tinge. In general appearance the

neck a bare space, also of a bright ochreous
bird otherwise resembles the Common Cassowary of about the same age. These characters accord so nearly
Mr. Blyth as living ‘1 the menagerie of the Babu Rajendra Mullick, at Caleutta,

with the bird mentioned by
On the label is written, Casuaring uni-gppen-

ably of the same 5|:u::~ic:a.

as to induce me o nr'__reu-{l it as pmh
' from Molucca Islands,” without designating any island in parti-

dieulatus, Blyth. Ship Agatha and Maria,’

cular.”

o January 1861 the bird was aunounced, in the ¢« Journal fir Ornithologie,” p. 44, by G. von Rosenberg,
ev in the island of Salawatty, and called Casuarius Kaupi. This announcement

¥ X a

heen only three Cassowaries known—one
occurs in New Guinea

of Amboyna, as a new discove
ollowing remarks :—* Hitherto there have
and a third from New Britain ; that which
The New-Guinea spuci(-.-_:, which I hdve called
scapes from the hunters in the

was accompanied by the
Australia,
entical with the Ceram bird.
i< so uncommonly shy that it casily e
hitherto escaped the notice of ornithologists. By a
y hunters obtained an old male

d to do with an entirely new

from Ceram, another from
has usually been considered id
¢. Kaupi, is not very rarc, but it
the reason why it has
ped last Angust that one of m
on board I found I ha

thick forests; this is, 1 suppose,
articularly lucky chance, however, it happe
{ Salawatty ; andd as soon as it came

P

on the west coast ©
e 27th of March, 1860, Mr. Sclater read an
nee that the Musee des Pays-Bas had
cller Bernstein, in Salawatty,

spu-:‘ic:h” : o :
At the meeting of the Zoological Sociely of London, on th
to him by Dr. Schlegel of Leyden, stati

extract from a letter addressed
ns of a Cassowary, collected by the late trav

recently received seven specime



and on the coast of New Guinea opposite to Salawatty, in the same locality where Rosenberg obtained his

The species proved to be C. uniappendiculatus, Blyth, the same as that of the fine specimen

rdam Gardens, the single caruncle not being developed in the younger bird ; it appeared,

Casuarius Kaupi.
alive in the Amste
therefore, that €. Kaupi of Rosenberg must be rezarded as identical with C. uniappendiculatus, Bivth.

In Mr. Blyth's remarks on the Babu Rajendra Mullick’s specimen, which unfortunately died when probably

about half-grown, he says :—** It entirely resembles Casuarius waleatus of the same age in general structure 3
but in the colouring of the plumage there is a considerably less admixture of black than is seen in an ordi-
nary Cassowary of the same size, the only marked dictinetion consisting in the very different arrangement
;m{l‘ 1!1't‘1|”|llhli1l1li_:_': yellow of the bright colours of the neck, and in the single small yellow caruncle in front
of the neek, n ||ni.'u'v of the two larger and '|r|"|-__tl|l-1'wl caruncles of the common species. Again, the nnde
<kin of the lower part of the neck is smooth or comparatively tense, and not tumons or wrinkled as in the
other. I remark, also, in the stulled specimen, along the medial third of ihie back, a nude line, about three-
cighths of an inch broad, parting the feathers, which flow on each side. Unfortunately the body was
thrown away, not even the sex having been ascertained ; but the sexes in this genus hardly differ m
nppv:n‘:un-v." :

At the meeting of the Zoological Society of London, held on the 23rd of January, 18060, Mr. Sclater ex-
hibited an egg which had been laid by the female bird*in the Zoolozieal Gardens of Amsterdam, and
remarked 11L;I1T it « was of the usual form and colour of the egas of the genus Casuarius, being of a pale
green, thickly cov ered with raised spots of dark green, and measuring 94 by 36 inches.”

One Plate represents the entire bird, the figure being necessarily greatly reduced the other, two heads

and necks, the front one of which is the size of life, the other somewhat smaller.
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RALLINA TRICOLO R, G. L. Gray.
IRed-necked Rail.

Rallina tricolor, G. R. Gray in Proc. of Zool. Soc., 1858, p. 188; 1859, p. 159; 1861, p. 438.—Gould ibid., 1866,

P 218,

Rallus tricolor, G. R. Gray in Proc. of Zool. Soc., 1858, p. 197, _/‘{r:}_ﬁ ;:'};r:é
g~ 1<

- /

i 0 1.\.

Tur avifauna of Australia may be regarded as greatly enriched by the discovery in the Cape-York peninsula
of this elegant species of Rail, an example of which was sent to me by C. Coxen, Esq., as undescribed ; hut
on comparing it with skins of a Rail brought from New Guinea and the Aru Islands by Mr. Wallace, to which
Mr. G. R. Gray has given the name of Kallina tricolor, 1 found it to be identical therewith ; and thus we
have another bird uniting the fauna of New Guinea to that of Australia.

Mr. Cockerell states that, in the neighbourhood of Somerset, this bird inhabits the dry scrubs which fringe
a small stream, and that he once found the nest and eges, which he says were white 5 if this be the case, it
is the only instance known to me of the eggs of a Rail being destitute of colour. Its native name i1s Tangata,
from the peculiar sound the bird utters at night.

There appears to be little or no difference in the external appearance of the sexes, except in size, in whieh
respect my specimens differ rather considerably—not more so, however, than is found to occur in our
Common Water-Rail, of which the female is by far the smallest bird ; and this is doubtless the case in the
present species.

Head, neck, nape, and breast rusty red, becoming very pale on the throat; back, wings, and tail dark olive-
brown ; under surface light olive-brown, with a transverse band of deep or reddish buff near the tip of eacl
feather ; thighs lighter brown, spotted with dull buil’; along the inner webs of each of the wing-feathers three
isverse oval spots, forming as many bands when the wing is uplifted ; the spots nearest the shoulder

tran
those in the centre of the wing nearly white ; bill dark green, fading into bright yellow at the tip;

tawny,
legs and feet olive or ereenish-black ; irides red.

The ficures are of the natural size.
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GALLINULA RUFICR ISSA, Gould.
R ufous-vented Gallinule.

Gallinula rufierissa, Gould in Ann. and Mag. Nat. Hist., 4th ser., vol. iv. p. 110.

For a knowledge of the existence of this new species of Gallinule [ am indebted to Mr. F. G. Waterhouse,
Curator of the Museum of the South Australian Institute at Adelaide, South Australia, who, in a note ac-
from which my figure was taken, states that it was obtained from Mr. Rainbird, a
Mr. Waterhouse was under the impression that
e more nearly allied to the genus Gallinula.
with all the members of the last-men-

companying the specimen
collector, who shot it on the Cape River, in Queensland.

it was a new species of Tribonya, but it appears to me to b
G. R. Gray I have carefully compared it

With the assistance of Mr.
escriptions of all the known species 3 and we cannot find

tioned genus in the British Museum, also with the d
I have therefore characterized it as new. Its nearest ally

one with which it can be considered identical.
(vide Nova Acta, 1834, p. 109, t. 20); but that

appears to be the Gallinula olivacea of Meyen, from Manilla
bird is of larger size, and is of still greater disproportion in the length of its legs.

It gives me great pleasure to after its discovery, since it may incite collectors
ens and some information respect

figure this species so soon
to obtain additional spccim ing its habits and economy, of which at present

nothing is known.

The features which di
absence of white spots on the flanks,
coverts ; it is this latter character that allies it
coloured, while in the other Gallinules they are black and white
purhaps the Gallinula Alkool, of India, are also nearly allied to it.

Professor Reichenbach has nstituted the genus _dmaurornis for the reception of
which the late Prince Bonaparte associates the 6. _ﬁmmmﬁs of Tschudi ; it is for ornithologists to decide

such a sep:u‘ntiuu.
rface, wings, and tail browni
and under tail-coverts pale rusty red 3

rom the r}'pimﬂ members of the genus are the

stinguish the Gallinula rufferissa {
of the vent and nnder tail-

and the uniform pnl{‘ rufous colouring
to the G. olivacea, in which the same p
: in my opinion the Gallinula pﬁm:r.-iﬂ'um

arts are similarly
the (. olivacea, with

upon the propriety of
Head, all the upper su
surface deep olive-grey; vent
on the base of the culmen; Jegs and feet greenish yellow.
The figures in the accompanying Plate, both drawn from the same specimen,

sh olive ; sides of the face, neck, breast, and under
bill greenish yellow, with a mark of red

are of the natural size.
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