Kamini: Murraya paniculata (L.) Jack; Family- Rutaceae

Murraya paniculata, of the family Rutaceae, is distributed in India to Malaya, now pantropic in
cultivation. It is known as Kamini in Bengali. Here it is also known as Madhukamini or Orange
Jasmine. It is often associated with myths and legends in the Indian subcontinent, particularly in the
context of love, prosperity and positive energy. It is believed to be a flower sent from heaven, with
references in local literature hinting as its “divine prowess”. The plant is also thought to attract good
energies and promote a happy married life. The Kamini plant is often referred as “the divine flower”
in some regions. It is considered as a symbol of love and prosperity, with this the plant is often being
planted near homes to attract positive energy and ward off evil spirits. It has also some medicinal uses
as the leaves are used in diarrhoea and dysentery. Leaves and root barks are used in coughs,

rheumatism and hysteria. The flowers are used as cosmetic as being presence of indole and murragin.
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