Sheora: Streblus asper Lour.; Family- Moraceae

Sheora plant is botanically known as Sterblus asper Lour. belonging to the family
Moraceae. It is a medium sized tree, most common in distribution to south-east Asia and in
English known as Siamese Rough-Bush, also Paper Book in tropical Asia as used for paper
making in Thailand, where also a topiary subject in temples. It is also with some other common
names in different countries as Khoi, Serut, toothbrush tree. In the Philippins it is commonly
known as “bogta-e”, “bogtalay” and “Kalyos”, in Combodia as Snay, in Malaysia as Kesinae. In
West Bengal, it is directly connected with the ghosts in children’s ghost stories. According to the
stories ‘Sheora gachh’ is the residential sites of female ghosts, commonly referred as Petni,
Shaakchunni and they live on the trees at night. It is the usual practice that at night persons avoid
this plant are not going to those sites where the plants are growing. It is believed that they will be
attacked by the ghosts like Petni and Shaakchunni and due to fear the persons are avoiding this
plant at night. Men believe that the spirit of a dead person is still living and will attack them at
night while passing through this way. Probably due to the dense structural appearance of this
plant as well as the dense bushy appearance create fear to the person. Of course, it has some
commercial values as leaves lopped for fodder for cattle and elephants. Wood chips mixed with
tobacco are used for making Burmese cheroots. As a medicinal importance roots, leaves, latex
and seeds are used. Berries are eaten. Wood used for making yokes and wheels of carts, also as

excellent fuel.
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