




































lJIPPOLITO SALVIANI. 25 

The work is an immense folio of 500 pages, got 
up in a style of eleganqe of execution of which we 

1"· rarely see an examp le even in these latter times, and 
comprising nearly 100 copperplates of the same 
dimensions, many of which have not been surpassed 
lJ_y the efforts of modern art. To the proper subject­

of the volume are prefixed various imperial 
and other docum ents c;nfirming the copy-right to 
the author. One of these is from the Emperor 
Charl es V., and another from the Pope; and of 
this lat ter, as containing some allusion to our 
author, as 'Yell as illustrating the aspiring spirit 
atld practicaI working. of the ecclesiastical power, 
and also as the views then entertained 
Oil the subje ct of literary property and the rights of 

a su of uudiminish ed interest now, 
we may here quote a part:-" Pope Julius III. &c. 
Forasmuch as our beloved son, Hippolito Salviani, 
a Roman citizen, -and lio for many years has been 
our ordinary physician, has caused it to be notified 
to us, that with great labour he has written a 
history of aquatic animals, and bas printed it, to­
gether with copperplate figures of the animals, 
drawn from the 1'ife, and engraved at much per­
-sonal expense, and since he apprehends that a 
work of this kind may be reprinted withoµt his 
leave, and greatly to his prejudic e, We? wishing to 
protect him from loss, grant and appomt that the 
-said history and figures be not printed, sold, or 
kept for sale, by any one without his penmss1011, 
during the TEN years succeeding their first impres. 















































































































































































































































130 REMORA, on SUCKING-FI SH . 

of which it soon attaches itself, and it is thus easily 

drawn ashore. 
The methcd of employing suckers, in attaching f 

themselves to solid substances, is not peculiar to _ · 
fishes, some other maritime animals, as the cuttle- · 
fish, using such suckers very extensively; and the 
force with 'vhich it is capable of adhering to rocks 
by this means has been already alluded to, when 
we were speaking of the muscular power which 
it occasionally, at the same time, exerts. These 
suckers (wood-cut, fig. 1.) have the appearance of. 
little cups ; and, with them, the numerous long 
arms of the animal are so plentifully studded, that 

thej.r united power must be enormous. · ( 
But , besides the principle of suction, some fishes, . 

such as the eel, seem to secure their footing, 
least when on land, hy another contrivance, being 
supported, under unfavourable circumstances, by 
the viscidity of the fluid with which their body is 
smeared; in the same way as the garden-snail em­
ploys, for this purpose, in addition to the vacuum 
formed by its foot, the mucilaginous matter on the 
surface of this organ. It is thus that eels contrive 
to ascend the smoothest posts of flood-gates, and 
other perpendicular surfaces arising from water; 
projecting first the heads and a part of their bodies, 
and keeping these closely in contact with the wood, 
-till the mucilaginous matter has become sufficiently 

1 

inspissated to give them a £.rm hold, when they ad. 
' 'ance higher and higher by the motions of 
spine, till they reach the clmn above, frequently af:...--i 































































































































































































194 ON THE ECONOJUICAL URES OF FISHE::l. 

Britain, and ·is very plentiful, for instance, on the 
great banks of Newfoundland, ·whei·e Mr. Audubon 
informs us, only the side-fin and the adherent to 
that organ, are used. It is said, on good authority, 
that 160,000 halibut are ann ually impor ted into New 
York alone, yielding about 16,000 dollars, a t only 
2 cents per pound. The halibut is generally taken 
with the line, but we have known it harpooned off 
the Noifolk coast, although for mere amusement, for 
this practice is by no means general. 

The turbot, Rhombus maa;imus, is the most prized 
of all the fishes belonging to this family. .This fine 
fish is not so abundant in Scotland as it is sti ll far-
ther south, and the best are genera lly supposed to A 
be taken on the Flemish banks. Pennant describes / 

the ext ensive turbot fishery which was in his time 
and probably still is, carried on off the Yorkshire 
coast near Scarborough. The lines used are about 
three miles in length, with nearly three thou sand 
hooks. They ai·e laid across the tide, and allowecl 
to remain for six hours before being hauled. But 
the turbot is found in greatest on the various 
sand-banks between the eastern shores of England 
and the coast of Holland . It is here that the Dutch 
fishermen carry on their great turbot fishery; and 
this has been so well described by Mr. Barrow, that 
we shall abridge his account of it. 

This fishery begins about the end of March, a 
few leagues to the south of Scheveling, but, as the 
warm weather comes on, the fish gi:adually advance 
to the northward, followed by the fishermen, who 
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