Lambu: Khaya anthotheca (Welw.) C.DC; Family- Meliaceae

Khaya anthotheca (Welw.) C. DC. of the family Meliaceae, native of tropical Africa is
thus called as African Mahogany, East African Mahogany or White Mahogany. It does not have
any well-established mythological significance or any cultural association with the African
communities. Of course, it has some timber value and used for furniture, flooring, panelling, boat
building and for musical instrument like guitar. The stem-bark is bitter in taste and often used as
a medicine for common colds. The oil obtained from seeds can also be rubbed into a person's
scalp to rid of insects and lice. The genus Khaya A. Juss. has about 5 species and are growing in
tropical Africa and Malagasy and many of them are introduced in tropical Asia as a substitute of
the timber for Swietenia species (mehogini) of tropical America and thus receive the trade names
as African Mahogany for this plant Khaya anthotheca and Benian Mahogany for K. grandifoliola

C. DC., K. mardagascariensis Jum. & H. Perrier as Madagascar mahogany.
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