Lal Kanchan: Bauhinia variegata L.; Family- Fabaceae

Bauhinia variegata, of the family Fabaceae, is distributed in India and China.The generic name is
derived from the family name of the brothers Gaspard and Johann Bauhin, Swiss botanists. It is
known as orchid tree in English and |Lal kanchan or Rakta kanchan in Bengali. Hindu traditions,
particularly being associated with Lord Brahma, the creator of the universe. The Kachnar tree in
Hindi and Marathi and its flowers are believed to symbolize knowledge, wisdom, and creativity,
reflecting attributes of Brahma. These flowers are also sacred to Buddhists and are also used in
religious rituals and are offered to deities as a symbol of reverence. However, it has other uses as
leaves, flowers and pods are edible, bark is medicinal and used in tanning, barks also used for

cordage. Wood is used for agricultural implement.
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