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162 MAL.A.COP • .A.BDOJ\I. H ERRING FAJl'IILY. 

water before them with a kind of rippling. Some­
time J foey sink for ten orofifteen minut ei!J, then rise 
again to the surface. The Shetland fsles form the ;i l • 

check this horde receives, and divide it in.to c 
two parts; one wing tak es the west, the other the _ 
east, and they fill every bar and creek, wiih thei­
numb ers. The western is ';.,gain interrupt'ed 
by the north of Irelancl, and again separaites in a 
similar mi.nnPr. proceed southwards, passing 
through the Briti sh Channel and visiting the coasts 
of France. P ennaint, at the same tim e, admit s that 
some old H errings continue on our coasts the whole 
year. 

Dr. l\1'0ullo ch, Mr. Yarrell, and others, disbelieve 
in this Mrthern migration, from the circumstance of J 
the H erring never havll..g been noticed as abound­
ingiin th e Arctic Ocean. Our Arcti.c voyagers -

whale fis!.iers have taken no pai;ticular notice of 
th em, and th ere. aro no ,fisheries of any consequence 
eith er in Gre enland or Iceland. In the former it is 
vary rare:::· Tuey conceive .that it inhabits the deep 
water off our CtJastcr all the yea.r, and approaches 
tha shoree. at certain seasons for the deposition of its 
spawn, in at man,ner analagous to what we see in so 
many other fishes. This view they consider cor­
roborated, if not unqu estionably proved, b.y the fre­
quent occurrence tif H erring in abundance in many 
south ern localities before they have appeared in 
more northern ones, a fact quit e inconsistent with 

* " Hi e piscis inter Groenlandiro rarissimos numera 
cat," Fab1·ichis, Fwurna Groe11lanclica, p. 182. 





































































































































































































260 l\IALACOP. APODES. EEL FA?iIIO-Y· 

able to remain a longer fune out of thti water than 
most · other fishes, owing to the they possess 
of <,;losil}g the aperture over the gills and thus se-
venting the, ,.desiccation of the latter; the muc s 
secretion also keeps the body long moist. e !n co _­
seqttence of these provisions, they often voluntaply 
leave the ' ater, and travel over a considerable space 
of land ; sometimes, would> appear, in order to . 
obtain '' at other times for the purpose-'*"­
chaniii'lg their abode. These migrations usually, 
or always, take pla2e in the night, when the absence 
of the sun, a.nd the frequent0 of dew, or 
rain, prevent them suffering from the ·want of their 
natural element, " 

Being much in request, in most countries, for tbt .. 
table, various modes are adopted for capturing Elel./P"-
'When ascending rivers from the sea, which they do 
at times in immense bodies (in 1032, it was calcu-
lated by two that from sixteen to eighteen 
hundred ,.passed a givefin point in the Thames at 
Kingston, in the space of one minute), numerous 
plans are resorted t'li on purpose to intercept them. 
The apparatus used in the Thames, called an Eel­
buck, consists Qf a number of wicker baskets of a 
peculiar form supported on a wooden framework, 
each basket havieg a large open end opposed to the 
stream, and the interior so constructed that a fish 
once entering cannot get out again . .,When imbedded 
in mud, they are often taken by eel-spears l ai i 

at times dug out in heaps. Large quantities .... ., 
imported to Billingsgate from Holland, for which a 
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Cll O!"DROP 1:R \: GIT. J,AMPREY S. • 

rope and North 
0 

It is . a migratory fish, 
residing in the ocean dtmngth e wmter months, ancl 
ascending rivers in spring. It is oviparous, and tlu 
roe is after it enters the fresh water. 
A shallow bed is formed by removing the stonesv - -
·which the fish accomplishes by fh.'irig its suctorial 
mouth to th&m and drawing them aside, and whil , 
thus employeci they .are usually in pairs. ·They · 
feed on almost any ammal matter that falls in their 
way ; ar.:l occasionally attack other fishes, adhering 
to them by the suctorial mouth , and eating int o th e 
flesh. Its motion in is undulating lik e 
that of ;i serpent, but ,the flction horizontal, not 
vertic ;..l. The Lamprey, as is well known, was 
formerly much prized for the table; but its reputa-
tion in this country has greatly declined, although - , . l 
it is still in high repu';e in many parts of the Cmi-
tinent. It is in greatest perfection ir th e month of 
J\'fay. In .Scotland it sfJares in the dislike which is 
entertainec1 towards all or serpent-lik e fishes, 
and is never brought to mark et. 

(Sp. 149) P. · River Lampr ey, or 
Lampern. This is likewi se a common fish, especi­
ally in rivers, more pa,rticularly the 
Tham es, Severn, and Dee, but it is not so frequent 
ir Scotland and Ireland, although th ere also it is not 
rare in\:ertain rivers. It is not quite certain whether 
ill is migrat ory, ' like its congener noticed . 
the fact, at all events, is unquestionable, that 
am pl cs may be found in fresh water all the ye ' J 
TI . ' . M 

1e spawmng scason/ s rn ety, one 
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b eing generally occupied by a single pair of :fish; 
a.t other tim es numbers of both sexes are seen to 
requent a general s9aw11ing-bed. It seldom much 

exceeds a foot in length. It formerly enjoyed the 
ame ; eputatiou as P. marinit s for its edible q_uali­
ies ; and it was much used, &s we believe it is, 

a bait for catching other :fisl::es. ?ennant says 
th at above 450,000 have been sr;ild'in a season at 
forty shillings per thousand, to the Dutch, who use 
them as bait for cod ; and l\fr. Yarr ell i;1forms us 
that formerly the Thames alone supplied from one 
million to twelve jmndred Lamperns an­
nually. From th'eir tenacity of life,· they .11dmit of 
long preservation, and the Dutch use them fish-
ing for turbot. · • 
. (Sp. 150.) P. Plane1·i. Planer's Lampern. In 
ei'te rnal appearance this speeies resembles the last, 
but on a clost§ examination the differences are soon 
observed. Tht: fins are in P. Planeri, 
and in the other species., widely apart ; .and in the 
former the circular lip is furnished with numerous 
papillre, forming a thickly set fringe, from which 
structure Mr. Yarr ell has named the Fringed­
lipped Lampern. It was nan.12.rl by Bloch after his· 
friend Planer, a professor at Erfort , but Mr. Jenyn s 
is of opinion that the British fish is not the same.as 
the P. Planei·i of Bloch and Bf..'linville, although it 
is obviously i,i;lentical with the species so named by 
Cuvier and Nilsson. Jn its colour and habits it does 
!!Qt differ much from P.fl wciatilis. Both it and the 
species just dl med are oft en i.n Scotland called ni1te-








































































































































































































































