Aswatha: Ficus religiosa L.; Family- Moraceae

In the Holy Bhagavad Gita, Lord Krishna tells Arjuna, “Amongst trees, I am the Peepal,”
highlighting the tree's divine significance, which is being worshipped right from the Indus
Valley Civilization which was documented by archaeologist Mortimer Wheeler (1920) where he
found a seal from Mohenjo-Daro depicting a Peepal tree, also numerous Hindu scriptures,
including the Rig Veda, Arthashastra, Padma Purana, Skanda Purana, Katha Upanishads,
Ramayana, Mahabharata, and Bhagavad Gita has glorified its sacredness. Apart from Hinduism,
Peepal tree also holds sacred status in Buddhism and Jainism as Lord Budhha and the first Jain
Tirthankara, Rishabhanatha attained enlightenment under the shade of this tree which is also
revered as Bodhi tree by Buddhists people. In the Skanda Purana it is mentioned that possessing
the ‘Asvattha’ or Peepal tree destroys all their sins and yields their desires by the bringing of
good fortune, whereas the stepping on it is considered as the sin of Brahmana-slaughter, also
cutting or trimming of this tree without any reason incurs a punishment of being cooked in the
Naraka or Hell. According to mythology, the peepal's leaves are equivalent to Maha Shiva, the

trunk to Lord Vishnu, and the root to Brahma.
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