Debdaru: Monoon longifolia (Sonn.) B. Xue & R.M.K. Saunders; Family- Annonaceae

Monoon longifolia of the family Annonaceae is well known with the name
Polyalthia longifolia in different flora and taxonomic account and in Bengali it is known as
Debdaru. However, in Indian mythology, it is known as the Ashoka tree or False Ashok, holds
both significant religious and cultural importance. It is associated with love, fertility, as well as
blessings. So, it is often planted near temples and used in the religious ceremonies. The tree is
revered to Hinduism and Buddhism and is a symbol of beauty, resilience and spiritual
enlightenment. It is also called as False Ashok. It is considered as symbol of love and enhances
neutral well-being with stress reduction and of cultural and spiritual significance. It has rich
tapestry of Indian mythology as it is a sign of love, compassion and fertility. Its presence in
ancient stories is not just a casual mention but a deep-rooted symbol of life's most cherished
aspects. During ceremonies it transcends its role as more decoration but it embodies hope and
signifies new beginnings, making it an integral part of cultural celebrations and personal
milestones. It makes, stress reduction and mental well-being and working its quiet magic on
frazzled minds, it’s presence can improve the human spirit. Tall straight trunks are used for

masts. Wood is used for boxes and packing cases, etc. Bark of the stem is used as febrifuge.
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