Mast Wood : Calophyllum inophyllum (L.) Calophyllaceae

In many Polynesian islands, groves of Calophyllum inophyllum were planted in sacred spaces
known as marae, believed to be inhabited by ancestral spirits and serving as a bridge between the
land, its deities, and the people. Revered in old Hawaiian chants and often planted around ancient
altars, the tree holds deep spiritual significance, its durable wood carved into sacred objects such as
tiki figures to honor ancestors. Rich in folklore and featured prominently in Polynesian oral
traditions, it is sometimes called “mastwood” and linked to powerful ancestral presences. Beyond its
mythological and cultural value, the tree is prized for its practical uses—the strong, resilient timber
is ideal for shipbuilding, especially outrigger canoes, while the seed oil, renowned for medicinal and

cosmetic properties, is used to treat various skin ailments. Its leaves and flowers also hold traditional

healing applications. Its presence in coastal areas ties it closely to the sea and the seafaring heritage

of Pacific Island cultures.
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