Wild Almond Tree Sterculia foetida L. Malvaceae

The genus Sterculia was named after Roman God of manure, Sterculius/Sterquilinus by
Linnaeus. Its flowers have attracted looks along with a foul smell that attracts flies for pollination
and for that they are named as "foetida" meaning foul-smelling, however its seeds are edible and
contain oil. The tree's gum resembles tragacanth and is used for bookbinding. The canopy is
umbrella shaped. In Singapore, Sterculia foetida trees are recognized as heritage trees due to their

size and historical significance.
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