Five of the author's favourite foreign birds. Top left Turquoisine Parrakeet
Top right Rufous-bellied Miltava Centre Short-billed Minivet Bottom left Red-
headed Gouldian Finch Bottom right Fairy Bluebird
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FOREWORD

By The Rt. Hon. THE VISCOUNT CHAPLIN
{_formerly Honorary Secvetary of the Zoolagical Society of London)

OR thousands of years many kinds of birds large and small have willingly

or unwillingly sﬁarcd men’s abodes.  If it is doubtful what benefit t%.is

association has bestowed on birds it is certain that both aesthetically and practi-

cally it has been of considerable value to man. When unasked we take it upon

ourselves to be their guardians, we the debtors owe it to birds to attend as fully
as possible to their modest demands.

Since it was established in 1927 the Keston Foreign Bird Farm has catered
for many kinds of birds from all parts of the world so successfully that a large
number of species has been bred annually. It is said that, unlike men, most
animals, including birds, reproduce their race only when happy in congenial
surroundings. This success is, therefore, a testimony to the care and skill of

Mr. Boosey, his partner Alec Brooksbank, and their staff.

Aviculturists will find this book full of information helpful to them and of
benefit to their charges, not least in interest being original advice as to which
kinds of small birds,Waxbills and others, do best at semi-liberty.

Like many things, the keeping of birds in confinement sometimes leads to
abuse. The resultant cruelty is seldom wilful, but is gencrally caused by
thoughtlessness or ignorance. Reeaders of this book will have no excuse for
any of this, One of the advantages of getting to know birds individually and
at close quarters is that we are then able to contemplate beings both alike and
vet unlike ourselves, a comparison which is always instructive and sometimes

I‘!umbl:'lng.

Finally I would like to recommend to those who study and aspire to under-
stand livin things the ethic of one of the great men of our ime—Dr. Albert
Schweitzer's “ reverence for life ™.

CHAPLIN



BY WAY OF AUTOBIOGRAPHY

I AM mncluding this short personal note because 1 have so often been asked
how 1 first started keeping foreign birds, and also in the belief that, like
myself, many people find it of interest to know something of the author of
the book they are reading, 1 can never remember a time when 1 was not
interested in foreign birds; an interest which was inherited from my mother’s
father, Jeffery Whitehead, and from one of her brothers, John Whitehead.

My grandfather had a fine collection of ornamental waterfowl and was
never without Gouldian Finches, keeping the latter in a very large cage in his
conservatory. In the library were a piping Bullfinch and a Parrot—I cannot
now recall its species—but 1 do remember my mother telling me that, while
admiring visitors were gathered round the Bullfinch's cage listening to it pipin
its tunes, the disgruntled Parrot would occasionally mutter * Damn that bird I

My Uncle John worked in the City for several uncongenial years in the
family stockbroking firm of Whiteheads and Tennants (now Whitcheads &
Coles), but eventually followed what was obviously his wue destiny. He
became, towards the end of the last century, a well-known field naguralise,
spending most of his all-too-short life exploring North Borneo apd the
Philippines—a hazardous venture for a white man in those days—and he died of
blackwater fever, aged 39, in the island of Hainan.

His bird skins were sent home to his friend, Mr. Ogilvie-Grant, at the
Britsh Muscum, and some of them went eventually to Lord Rothschild’s
private museum at Tring, and are now, 1 believe, in America. His most
important discovery was the North Bornean Monkey-cating Eagle, which s
named Pithecophega Jefferii after my grandfather.

As a young man my life ﬁ:-lluwcﬁ to a certain extent the same pattern as his.
I worked in London for several years in the family music publishing firm of
Boosey & Co. (now Boosey & Hawkes), leaving 1t in 1926 to found, a year
later, the Keston Foreign Bird Farm with my partner, Alec Brooksbank.
In those days most people, not unnaturally, thought this novel venture some-
what crazy, but nevertheless our farm has fourished.

I shall always be grateful to the late Duke of Bedford for giving us the
nucleus of rare ﬁ.ustraﬁrzn Parrakeers with which we started the farm, and also
for his unflagging interest in it, which continued right up to the day of his
tragic death i 1953.

Mow to answer the question I am so often asked as to how 1 first took up
foreign bird keeping. Some people take up this enthralling hobby quite late
in life, but I started very early. At an age when many small boys of those
days were passionately keen on engines and pestering their parents for a toy
railway, I was busy pestering mine to let me have a cage of foreign birds in
the day nursery. My request was eventually granted, provided 1 looked after
the birds entirely myself and did not attempt to delegate their care to my nurse.

i)
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As a result 1 was presented one Christmas with a ¥ Crystal Palace aviary "—
in reality a large cage of a kind very popular in those days, made in the shape
of the now defunct Crystal Palace, where the Bird Shows used to be held.
Soon it contained the usual collection of Waxbills, with which most budding
aviculturists start, and of which I think the Avadavats, with their beauty and
their short but sweet song, were my favourites. [ liked variety, however, so
its inhabitants were fairly often changed.

Later on it contained a pair of Pekin Robins, which pardcularly delighted
me as they were the only birds to make real use of the central dome of the cage.
Later still T remember its sole occupant being a young Cuckoo which had been
found sitting disconsolately in the middle of the lawn by one of the gardeners.
It had such a voracious appetite, however, that 1 did not keep it Fur%nhg, and
it was L'Vr."lttu.‘s.”y |1|;n.‘rr.I on a fence between two meadows, where, in the way
of young Cuckoos, it doubtless mesmerised a pair of our native Softhills into
giving it live food intended for their own brood.

After that 1 kept my birds in aviaries, mostly constructed by me during
school holidays,  Their carpentry was extremely amateurish, but they served
their purpose. In these [ kept, at various times, and not of course together,
]h‘:lru!np and Pennants Parrakeets, Peach-faced Lowvehirds, Budgcrigars.
Gouldian Finches, Paradise Whydahs, Waxbhills and wvarious other birds.
As far as I can remember, the only ones to breed successfully were the Reedrumps
and the Hudgr:ng.lrs.

N.uur.lﬂ}' I was much hmk:it]g forward to the dme when E::lumli.ln}'i would
be over, and although working in London during the day, [ should be able to
devote my spare time and wcj(cnds to the care of my birds. When this time
came | had a really large aviary some forty feet long, and of proportionate
height and width, erected in a meadow against a disused cow shed, which
was casily converted into an excellent shelter for the birds,

I planted the aviary with various shrubs and creepers, and stocked it with
a few male Giant Wh\ dahs as well as Gouldians and other Grassfinches and
various Waxbills. Of the last, the Firefinches bred successfully, as did others
of this species which [ kept at controlled liberty in the garden.  Unfortunately
the plant growth in this aviary never had time to mature, as my father died
in 1919, and, a year or two later, my mother, having decided that the house
was too big for her, sold it and tnnz a fat in Knightsbridge. Consequently
1 had to sell all my birds, retaining only a pet Sencgal Parrot.

However, anyone who once ﬁns kept foreign iir:]s can scldom bear to be
without them for |u:1g, and soon 1 l'lul]ght a pair of Gouldian Finches which
I saw in a dealer’s shop window, and mstalled them in a large flight cage in the
drawing room of the flat, which looked straight out across Hyde Park. For-
tunately the Park abounds in poa annua grass so there was never any difficulty
about green food.  The ('iﬁulgi,;nﬁ nested, but the hen had the irritating habit
of making ege sandwiches—one nest on top of another—so no young werc
ever hatched.

It was not long after this that the Keston Foreign Bird Farm came into
being, and dlthnl.lt.,!l this took plncc over thirty-five years ago, it is, like
all milestones in one’s life, still vivid in my memory.

My partner and 1 were spending a long week-end with my mother who,

I




BY WAY OF AUTOBIOGRAFHY

after several years in London, had finally returned to the neighbourhood
where she had always lived and settled in a smaller house near our old
home.

Having conceived the notion of starting a foreign bird farm, we were
naturally anxious to put the idea into pracuce, bur the most important thing
was to find a suitable site.  'We antcipated that this would be none too easy,
but, as it happened, fate led us to exactly the right spot straight away.

We set forth on a Sunday moming to prospect, and after walking
through Keston village and about a mile Eu-ther on, we noticed a rough grass
track leading precaipitously down into the valley. It looked intriguing so
we decided to follow it, and found at the bottom a wooden bungalow, facing
due south, with a magnificent view across the valley.

It had been taken for the summer, 1 l'E[ll.l'.‘.‘mECl'f by a large family of
Australians, for whom it was far too small, and whose enthusiasm for the
old country had been somewhat dampened by the climate, as a result of
which most of them were confined to bed with severe colds.

They gave us permission to have a look round the garden, which proved
to be a wilderness, utterly unkempt, consisting mainly of hawthorn and
wild cherry, with, as is usual on r_'halk?' soils, a |_::|an::irl:u]'.arl'_5-r rampant growth
of wild clematis or * old man’s beard.” Derelict and overgrown as it was,
however, it had a lovely situation and its possibilities were obvious.

Again fate was kind, for the owner proved willing to sell, and soon we
were in possession of the bungalow and Ssc two acres of land that went with
it. The amount of clearing to be done was somewhat daunting, rather like
cutting a pathway through virgin jungle; an illusion which was strengthened
by the thick rope-like stems of wild clematis hanging from the lower branches
of a belt of enormous old wild cherry trees.

These, to the north, backed a long sloping strip of rough meadowland,
which we gradually had made into terraces upon which were erected the
series of aviaries in which many of our most outstanding parrakeet breeding
successes were achieved. These included Yellow-fronted New Zealands,
Hoodeds, Mnn}r-colours, Barrabands, Princess of Wales, Crimson-wings,
Kings, Brown's, Swainsons and Red-collared Lorikeets, and later on it was
in one of these terrace aviaries that we bred African Grey Parrots for the
first time in this country.

Of the Grass Parrakeets—all of them at that ime very rare—Turquoisines,
Blue-wingeds, Elegants, Bourke's, and Splendids all reared broods, the Splendids
being a first hr:gi;g in this country and also in Europe. Gouldian Finches
and Red-headed Parrot Finches also reared broods in these terrace aviaries,
and most of the Australian Grassfinches were successful in other aviaries on
a rather similar site, as were Varied Lorikeets, a first breeding in captivity,

Our farm was expanding rapidli;. and soon we badly needed more ground.
Forunately we were able to purchase an adjoining eight-acre meadow, and
I remember well the day a section of the hedge was removed, and we were
able to walk through and take possession of our new piece of land,

The situation of this ficld was very exposed and wind-swept compared
with the terraces, and the design of the aviaries erected on it had to be modified
accordingly, allowing for p]cnl:y of protection from the prevailing south-west
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wind. We decided, therefore, to reserve the terrace aviaries for the rarer and
more delicate birds. Even so, however, those in the field aviaries did
extremely well, and in them many Stanleys, Golden-mantled Rosellas, Mealy
Rosellas, Bavers, Pileated or Red-capped Parrakeets, Rock Peplars, Redrumps
(including the first Yellows) and Cockatiels have all been bred, as well as
numerous Roseate Cockatoos and several broods of Blue-fronted Amazon
Parrots.

We lived in the bungalow for three or four years before having it removed
to another part of the garden (where it now serves as staff premises), and having
our present small house erected on its site.

Somehow, our bird farm managed to survive the war, during which it
was mainly devoted to pﬂul:ry and egg pmdu.cﬁnm and it is now cnnsidcrahhr
larger than it was in 1939,

As one gets older, time seems to rush by with ever-increasing, and indeed
terrifying, speed, so that [ find it almost impossible to realise that our farm
has been in existence for longer since the war than it was before it.

As 1 have brought the subject matter of * Foreign Bird Keeping ™ up to
date in this second edition, I thought it would be desirable to do the same in
the case of my original preface, * By Way of Autobiography.”

This is essendally a personal book, and it is for this reason that 1 have in-
cluded only such species as | myself have kept.

Since the first edition was published I have been able to realise a growin
ambition to form a private collection of the rarer Softbills, Previous y I h
concentrated almost entirely on the breeding of parrots and parrot-like birds,
but I think that always at the back of my mind there had lurked a desire to keep
Softbills, among which are to be found many of the most beauriful birds in
the world.

At present my collection includes the following: Peruvian Green Jays,
Azure-winged Magpies, Lilac-breasted Rollers, Fairy Bluebirds, Greater
Hill Mynahs, Superb Spreo and Amethyst Starlings, Rufous-bellied Niltavas,
White-capped Redstarts, Blue-headed Rock Thr , Western and Mountain
Bluebirds, Black-headed Sibias, Shamas, Superb Tanagers, and the extremely
rare and beavtiful Blue—shouldered Mountain Tanagers.

Of these, so far, the following have bred successfully: Greater Hill Mynahs
and Amethyse Starlings—the former a first and the latter a second breeding in
confinement in this countory—Western and Mountain Bluebirds, and Shamas.
Also the Lilac-breasted Rollers hatched young in 1961, but failed to rear them—
and this is believed to be the first time these Rollers have ever nested in cap-
tivity. As | write (June 1962) it is worth noting that two more species,
namely the Blue-headed Rock Thrushes and Blue-shouldered Mountain
Tangers have young in the nest,

Their care is in the capable hands of Mr. W. D. Cummings, who joined
us in 1952, and is now a Director of the Farm.

These birds are housed in a range of new aviaries, and a large enclosure
containing a pond and waterfall is about to be constructed—the water being
piped down from a stream which we have just been able to tap. We have
also added a conservatory to our house, and a water garden on a slope close to
the Office building.

Ira
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Making a garden out of an overgrown wilderness is really the work of
lifetime, but I think one derives from this a satisfaction of a kind which can
never be quite the same in the case of a garden which was already made when
one boughe it.

Ours has now had 35 years in which to mature, and as one looks at the
present size of our original plantings which include, among many others,
magnolias, lilacs, and wistarias, it is difficult to realise—particularly in the case
of a wistaria, which now covers the whole front of our house—how very small
and insignificant they were when we first started the Keston Foreign Bird

Farm in 1927.

i3
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(Euodice malabarica cantans)

HE African Silverbill, so called to differendate it from the Indian one,
although an unpr-:tmtimm-—]uukiug little bird, is always popular as it is so
accommodating and easy to keep. The upper surface is Ijgh: Em“m, darker
on the wings, while the underparts are pﬂr:'l)ﬂuﬁ'mh—whi:c. The beak is silvery-
grey, and the rump and sub-caudals black. Length is a lidde over 4 inches.
Habitat: From Senegal to Aden.

Both sexes are alike, but if a cock and hen are held in the hands and looked
at from above, it will usually be scen that the cock's beak is slightly broader
at the base than that of the hen. A keeper of these birds recently stated that
in the male the side of the breast where it meets the lower cdge ot the wing is
barred, this barring being absent in the female.  Whether or not this is the case,
I cannor say, as 1 have no Silverbills at the moment, But [ shall certainly
look for this difference as soon as [ am shown them.

Like many another budding aviculturist, I used to keep Silverbills as a boy,
chicfly because they were hardy, easy to breed, and so cheap to buy—the
last a very important consideration if one’s birds have to be purchased mainly
out of one’s pocket money.

1 must confess, however, that 1 have never felt much desire to k:cp them
since, not because | don't appreciate their many virtues, including their near

Adrican Silverbills are ideal birds for the beginner, they are so easy to manage,
and have the advantage of being inoffensive to even the smallest companions

k]
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appearance and rather Waxbill-like vivacity, but because when 1 keep a foreign
bird 1 like it to Jook exotic, rather than a good deal less colourful than some
of our native birds. But the fact remains that they have always been popular,
as they are among the easiest of all birds to cater for, and are thus ideal for
the beginner.

They will live and breed, almost as freely as Bengalese, in either cage or
aviary, and are quite inoffensive to even the smallest companions and require no
artificial heat in winter, although they should be shut into the aviary shelter
at night during the coldest mﬂnﬁu

Cock Silverbills sing industriously at the approach of the breeding season,
but the song consists of nothing more than the usual Mannikin-like burblings
interspersed with an occasional louder and rather shriller note.

In a wild state these birds are said often to refurbish for their own use the
discarded nests of Weavers, but in confinement they take readily to an ordina
wooden Finch nest box, some pairs being inclined to make * egg sandwiches ”
rather than hatch young ones. A :m%l breeding pair, however, can prove
very prolific and will rear numerous families on the ordinary dict of brown and
white millet, canary sced and greenfoods.

Although I have never tested them, 1 should imagine that Silverbills might—

like Bengalese—make excellent foster-parents for rarer Finches s as
Gouldians,

_4&11?0 .gz'nr

(Alario alario)

LTHOUGH this bird is closely-related to the Serins, it has a very
different colour-scheme w]lic;; rather reminds one of some of the
Mannikins, particularly the Tri~coloured (Lonchura malacea).  The male has the
back, tail and wings chocolate-brown with a considerable amount of black in
the last. The head, throat, and sometimes part of upper breast, are black,
while the sides of the neck and under parts are white.

The female’s colours are duller, the black areas of the male’s plumage being
rcﬁlau-d by brownish-grey, and the white areas by greyish-white. Length is
a little over 4 inches. They inhabit South Africa, particularly the dry districts
of Cape Province, but are not found north of the Orange River. They are
known in their native land as the Blackhead Canary.

There is another race known as the Damara Brackneap Canary (Alario
alario lewcolema) which differs from alaric by having the forchead, chin, throat,
a spot on the car~coverts, as well as the eyebrow and a line below the eye, white.
The range of the two forms overlaps but lencolema is found also in dry areas
north of the Orange River.

Alario Finches are generally quite peaceable aviary inhabitants, and they
have been bred in capuvity, but z']thnrugh they appear to have been imported
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in quite large numbers many years ago, they are seldom offered for sale nowa-
days. Nevertheless we have had a few at Keston, even since the war, and
we have found them rather difficult to acclimarise.

The late Dr. Butler, who also seemed to have experienced some difficulry
with these birds, came to the conclusion that canary seed was bad for them.
We, on the other hand, found that they would eat little else, and they appear
singularly uninterested in greenfood. They should, however, be o cred
brown and white millet as well as millet sprays.

Alario Finches have a pn:ufy though rather quiet, low pitched song which
they are inclined to forgo in favour of those of other birds, as they are great

IMIMICs.

_Ayucfamf

{ Amandava amandava)

l HAVE always had a particularly soft spot for this charming little bird,
perhaps partly because it was, I think, the first foreign bird I ever kept. 1 can
still remember buying a pair in a small pet shop in our local town and recall
vividly what an age the three mile drive home seemed until the moment arrived
when 1 could let my Avadavats out into the most marvellous present 1 had ever
been given, namely a " Crystal Palace Aviary,” to which reference has already

been made in my autobiographical note.

The male Avadavat is mahogany-brown above and deep coppery-red
beneath, proﬁ:scl}' 5p|:_'|t1.‘vd with uny white spots like seed pe:rls. The beak
is red, and the tail and Aighe feathers browmish-black. The female is brown,
paiﬁt on the breast and darkest on the wings and tail. There are a few small

The Strawberry
Finch, the Chinese
form of the Avadavat.
It is smaller, but of a
much brighter red
than the Bombay
Avadavat, Out of the
breeding season the
male goes into an
eclipse plumage simi-
lar to that of the
fermale, a unique
feature in Waxbills
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white spots on the wings, while the upper tail-coverts are co pery-red. Length
is abﬁuptﬂ.; inches. chy are widely distributed t]'.rcughl::utqin&ia, Cochin
China, Burma, Assam, Java and Siam.

The one most commonly imported is the Indian form which is known as
the Bombay Avadavat or Tiger Finch, and since the truce in Cochin China we
have had the Chinese form at Keston as well. The latter is a beautiful and
highly desirable litle bird. Although smaller than the Bombay Avadavar
it 1s of a much brighter red and is known as the Strawberry Finch. = Avadavats
are unique among Waxbills in that out of the breeding season the male, like
the Weavers and Whydahs, goes into an eclipse plumage similar to that of
the female.

They dislike very dry ground and are usually found in focks in marshy
country. Here, they are to be seen perched on the heads of tall reeds and

asses at the base of which they build their nests of clongated oval shape with
the entrance hole at the side. The eggs are white and rather pointed.  Though
they have been bred in confinement in this country, they were always so cheap
a;:c{ easily obtainable that few aviculturists took the trouble to try breeding
them.

Avadavats have always been among the most popular of cage birds both
here and in their native India where they are known as “ Lals.® A soldier who
was stationed for several years in that country once told me that the wide
popularity of the “ Lals " as cage birds in India is partly a matter of super-
stition.  Many native families have a l:aFc full of Avadavars and believe that
when one dies the death of some close relative may shortly be expected.

Presumably the age and sex of the bird that dies is considered to have some
connection with the age and sex of the expected human death,  So it is casy
to imagine with what relish the death pangs of a disagreeable fat elderly
Avadavar would be watched by those who had expectations from its human
counterpart !

I can however hardly imagine a disagreeable Avadavat as they are among the
most charming and peaceable of s birds. They can always be depended
upon to live and let live, and mind their own business. Being so small and
defenceless they must never be put with larger birds which might be inclined
to bully them, though of course mere size is no criterion in this respect.  The
small Pintailed Whydah, for instance, is a most unsuitable companion for other
small birds, whereas the Giant Whydah, which really is the giant of his family,
can safely be trusted with smaller birds.

One of the chief charms of the male Avadavat is his song which far sur-
passes that of any other Waxbill. This is not very extensive, but nevertheless
15 a charming if rather sad little lay on a descending scale of several notes.  Onee
acclimatised Avadavats are perhaps the hardiest of all the Waxbills and can be
wintered in an unheated outdoor aviary. They should be fed on small brown

Indian millet, white millet and greenfood, and a supply of millet spray:
will be appreciated by these birds.
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{ Ploceus philippinus)

UITE often imported, this fairly large Weaver is notable for the truly
wonderful nests it constructs.  The male in breeding condition has the back
wings, and tail brown, the feathers of the two former having paler borders.
The head and upper half of the breast are buttercup yellow, the lower half of
the breast being very pale fawn, shading to whinsh in the centre, The
frontal band, cheeks and throat are blackish-brown.  Length is about s} inches.
The female has the tail brown, the back and wings also brown with paler edges
to the feathers, and the breast light brown.  Their habitat is India and Ceylon.
According to that great Weaver enthusiast, Mr. Shore-Baily, their nests
are gcnrr;l.li}' constructed of fresh grasses, and he has recorded that some of
them in his aviaries were as much as 3 feet long.

So far as possible I have deliberately avoided long quotations in this book,
but I cannot resist quoting the fascinating account of these Weavers' nest-
building activities published by Hume many years ago. He writes: ™ This
morning passing by a solitary palm in the country I heard a strange noise, and
looking up | saw such a beautiful sight that I can never forget it.  Hanging
Frovin [iu tree were thirty or forty of those elegant grass nests woven by the
Bayas. The great tempests of May and June had so often torn and spoilt them
that one would have thuughr_ them irr:.'.p;lruhiy d;im:ugud. This, however,
was not the opinion of the birds, for about sixty were there repairing them.

“ The scene in the tree almost beggars description. Each pair devoted
themselves solely to their own nest; how l]]c'!.-' &r:icctcd it | cannot say, and
wish that | had been in time to see them; [ imagine the most cunning [H'Eit:d
out the best nests. The nests swayed in the wind, each cock brought a long
blade of grass and, hanging on the outside of the nest, ]lnldiﬂg on by his claws
with the blade under lhum, he pushed one end of it into the nest with his beak,
and the hen inside pulled it through and passed it back to him; this is how the
weaving is done.

“ The work was carried out among great clamour and the birds scemed
very much amused. When the blade was fixed in its place one gave the other
a tap with its beak and he or she flew off to seck more material while the
other waited quietly for him to return. To obtain these blades of grass the
Bava settled at the bottom of the great grass ' sarpat” head downwards, and
bit off the exact thickness he desired.  Then he climbed up and having measured
the righ[ length he nipped off the top. He seized it at the base and fHew away
with it tearing it as he fHew.”

1 have thought this well worth quoting in full as it gives an excellent idea
of how most Weavers construct their wonderful nests. The nipping off at
the base and then flying away, tearing off a strip as they fly, being very typical,
particularly of those species that construct their nests of strips of palm leaves.

Baya Weavers are not to be trusted with defenceless birds smaller than
themselves, but I have always wanted to keep a number together in a large
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aviary in order to watch their marvellous nest building, and still hope to do
so one day. Hardy birds, they should be fed on canary, millet and greenfood,
and are fond of millet sprays and the oceasional mealworm.

Some arriving at Keston from India once made us imagine, for the moment,
that we had been sent some resplendent and hitherto unknown species of
Weaver as the crowns of their heads were brilliant emerald green. MNeedless to
say the green was a dye; as soon as they moulted out they lost their fabulous
appearance and became just ordinary Baya Weavers!

gmgaﬁme

(Lonchura striata var. ( Domestic variety) )}

HIS little bird is not a true species, but a domesticated fertile hybrid care-

fully produced in the course of centuries by the painstaking Japanese until

the three well-known forms—the Chocolate and White, the Fawn and White.

and the White—were finally established. Their ancestry remains uncertain,

lost as it is in the mists of antiquity, but Dr. Butler tells us that Mr. Abrahams

believed them to be a cross between the Striated Finch and the Indian Silverbill,
and it is probable that both of these form at any rate part of their ancestry,

The Chocolate and White is the commonest of the three forms and has the
upper parts brown with white on the forepart of the erown, a white tail and
underparts white with a few fawn and brown markings. In the Fawn and
White, the brown areas are replaced by buffish-fawn, while the White is simply
white without any markings. Although they are hybrids of such long stand-
ing, the plumage of individual birds is still variable. Length is about 4 inches
or a little over. Both sexes are alike but the cock alone sings, if the curious
hardly-audible burblings he emits can be called a song.

Bengalese are rather nice entirely inoffensive ﬁn‘.lr things, which after
centuries of domestication are quite lost in a large aviary. They appear much
happier in a small aviary or a cage where they will soon settle d}mwn to the
main preoccupation of their life, namely the reproduction of their kind.

MNor are they at all fussy whether or not the eggs they hatch or the broods
they rear are their own, their one paramount desire in life bein apparently
to have eggs of some kind to incubate, and youngsters of some Einu:i to rear.
It is this, of course, that makes them such ideal foster parents for rarer birds.
S0 very accommodating are they in this respect that I have taken away a hen
Bengalese's newly-laid eggs and substituted newly-hatched young Gouldians
whose mother had died, and the Bengalese reared them perfectly.

In this way Bengalese are an invaluable stand-by for the breeder of Grass
Finches, to take on deserted or orphaned nestlings, although some pairs and
some strains are far more accommodating in this respect than others.

It would be an interesting experiment to put the eges of such a very in-
sectivorous species as the .ﬂmtrnﬁnn Crimson Finch under Hc’ngalcs{f_ bt 1
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Lefe to right: Chocolate and White Henﬁlm. Zebra Finch, Fawn and

Wwhite Bengalese, and YWhite Zebra Finch. ngalese make excellent foster
parents for rarer birds, and are useful for rearing deserted nestlings

have never had the opportunity of trying this. However, | have had them
rear the fairly insectivorous Red-headed Parrot Finches, as well as Gouldians,
Zebra Finches and Long-tailed Grassfinches, which except for the last are not
insectivorous at all,

Bengalese will live and rear their own and the various other broods they
are given, entirely upon canary and millet, with millet spray as a luxury.
They can be offered greenfood but are seldom very keen on it.

They are not entirely hardy as they can remain in an unheated outdoor
J.v].]r":r ]I'I. winter i,'ll'l]}- 1"‘ tllﬂ.":l I‘I.'-l'\"." A4 st l‘.lﬂ!i [y roost ijl. “!'I“.'h Iﬂﬂdh o un=
seasonable breeding attempts. It @5 therefore much better to keep them,
without nest boxes, in a cage in a warm birdroom during the winter,

&fﬁfﬂﬂ tf ..7:':! t.'g

{Stictoptera bichenowvii)
N alternative name for this tiniest of the Grassfinches is the ** Owl Finch ™'
quite appropriate as its facial markings certainly do give it an Owl-like
appearance. It was named after a Mr. Bicheno, secretary of the Linnzan
Society in the yvear 1826,
The male has the upper surface greyish-brown with darker barrings, and
the forehead blackish. The wings are blackish, minutely spotted with white
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dots; the il being black and the rump white. The cheeks, throat, and all the
underparts are white with a faint yellowish tinge. There is 4 black band
across the middle of the chest, and another one Eighcr up which starts as an
eyebrow then turns downwards and widens slightly, outlining the checks and
throat, both of which are pure white. Length is a little over 3 inches. The
female is usually slightly smaller, her black bars being narrower and not so
sharply defined. Bichenos inhabit tropical Northern Australia and are known
as Banded Finches in their native land.

There is another race of this bird (Stictoptera bichenovii annulosa) which is
known as the Douste-sAnNDED or (in Australia) Brack-rumeenp Fincm. It
inhabits the Northern and North-Western parts of the Continent and is
exactly like the other except that its rump is black instead of white.

We used to breed a number of Bichenos at Keston before the war. We
also crossed them with the Double-banded Finch and found that all the young
of this mating had white rumps like their Bicheno parent.

Bichenos are quite inoffensive in mixed company, but except in the most
sheltered parts of the country they are not entirely hardy. We used to winter
ours in flight cages in a heated birdroom where the temperature did not fall
below 50°. Each breeding pair was kept separately in small outdoor aviaries
during the summer months. We ih1lm§thal they would never use a wooden
nest box, but took readily to our open wire Finch boxes in which they con-
structed their neat, munr{" dome-shaped nests.

MNormally they thrive well on white millet, brown Indian millet and small
canary seed, plus the usual wild greenfoods. When rearing young, however,

Tiniest of the Grassfinches, Bicheno's Finch is sometimes called the “ Owl
Fineh,” a name derived frem its facial markings. They are easy to keep
and feed, quite inoffensive in mixed company, and can be very prolific
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they must have a constant supply of flowering grasses and millet sprays.
Although they appreciate aphids and live ant pupa, they will rear their young
ones without live food.

That Bichenos can be very prolific was proved by the performance of one
of our breeding pairs during the hot summer of 1933. TT:)- Wwent to nest in
April and reared five young in their first nest, four in the second, five in the
third and one in the fourth—fifteen, all in one season, which would have been
quite a creditable effort for a pair of Zebra Finches!

Blachbolled Firefinch

{Lagonosticta rara)

ﬁ is the case with many birds, the Common Fircfinch s really prettier
than the rarer ones, but to my mind this does not apply to the Black-
bellied Firefinch, which is a beautiful little bird.

The male is a rich claret-colour, considerably darker than the red of an
ordinary Firefinch, and has the lower breast, belly, and under tail-coverts black.
There are no white spots on the sides of the breast or flanks, and in the beak
the upper mandible is black and the lower one crimson.

Tflc female differs from a hen Common Firefinch in having the sides of
the head grey, and the chin and throat washed with grey.  The upper mandible
of the beak is blackish and the lower one pink. There is a crimson spot in
front of the eye.

It is larger than the Common African Firefinch.

Distribution: Cameroons to the Sudan, Uganda and Kenya Colony. They
are said to be fairly common in Uganda, but rare in other parts of their range.

The Blark—bdﬁcd Firefinch is seldom imported, but we received several
pairs at Keston in 1960 and retained a couple of pairs for breeding. It was
bred for the first time in 1961 by Sir Richard Cotterell, Bart in Herefordshire.

gfacL -::A ee‘etl w:u’éi f f

( Estrilda erythronotos)

A‘S Waxbills go, this is a rather sombre though attractively-coloured species.
It is a somewhat difficult bird to describe, but a fairly good idea of it
can be given by saying that the checks, throat and tail are black, the rest of the
plumage being various shades of grey, striped with pink and again minutely
overstriped with black, most heavily on the wings. There does not appear to
be a great deal of difference between the sexes.
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This Waxbill, which is found from South-West Africa to Southern
Rhodesia and the Transvaal, is partial to very dry country where it nests high
up in the thorn bushes. The nest itself would appear to be a curious structure
as it is said to be large and ball-shaped, with the entrance hole facing dowmwards
and protruding for several inches, presumably to make the entry of unwelcome
visitors doubly difficult.

In confinement the Black-cheeked is one of the most delicate and difficult
of Waxbills, ;mdjust as tricky to acclimatise as the Violet-cared. Unfnrr.unat:iy,
however, unlike the latter, it seldom seems to live long even when the inital
difficulties of acclimatisation have been successfully overcome.

It always gives me the impression of a bird that feels the cold very much,
and only looks really happy outdoors in this country during one of our hottest
spells of summer weather, though why this should be I don’t know, as other
i:ir:lslmmiug from the same parts of Africa show no sign of feeling the cold
1|T|dl| Y.

In any case, their aviary should be as dry and sheltered as possible, and
unless the shelter can be adequately heated in I;i-: winter, I would advise taking
them into a fight cage in a well-warmed birdroom for the winter.

It is important to bear in mind that although these Waxbills are not included
among the insectivorous species proper, they are nevertheless among the most
msectivorous of scedeaters; in fact, they cannot be kept alive for any length
of time on a diet of nothing but seed and greenfood.

As to the best live food for them, they can be offered small mealworms,
upon which their owners will probably have to rely chiefly during the winter,
but during the summer months they should be given as great a variety of live

food as possible, and even during the winter 1 have often wondered whether

On the left is a Black-crested Finch, and on the right a Ringed Warbling Finch
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mealworms might not be varied by an occasional feed of Enchitra—a tiny white
relative of the carth worm, which is widely used as a food for tropical fish,
These worms are easily propagated in shallow wooden boxes such as
gardeners use for seedlings. The box should be filled with sterilised earth and
covered over with glass, which in turn should be covered with a board or sack,

The Black-crowned WWaxbill,
described on page 14

as they like the dark.  The worms will increase rapidly if fed on spoonfuls of
pmrilgu {made with milk), and boiled potato placed periodically in shallow
depressions in the earth.

The great advantage with these creatures is that a continuous supply of
them can be kept up all through the winter. | don't know, of course, it the
birds would take them, but it would be worth trying, as they would make a
wonderful rearing food for small insectivorous species and Waxbills. As
well as insects, they should, of course, also be given the usual Waxbill seed
mixture, and also greenfood.  As live food gentles might also be offered.

gfﬂi'};-(?‘[’i!ﬂf -.?Jfﬂt‘é

{Lophospingus pusillus)

LTHOUGH it has no bright colours, this is a neat and ateractive licle
bird reminding one irresistibly of a Cardinal in muniature.  Indeed i
German name T.r:msf!:[ed means ** Bolivian Mountain Cardinal.” Its plumage
is ssimply grey and white with a quite sizeable upstanding black crest of typical
cardinal Sﬁ.‘lp‘.‘. It is roughly the size of a Roller Canary, and the hen's crest is
perhaps not quite so black as that of the cock. Habitat: Southern Bolivia,
Western Argentina, Western Paraguay.
As soon as | received these birds 1 wrote to Mr. Prestwich and he kindly
gave me the following information about them: * First bred by Dr. Amsler
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in 1939, two young reared (A.M.1930, 331). Allen Silver was also successful
about the same time. Mrs, Cholmeley gives an account of partial success in
A.M.1938, 274. Quite a number were imported a few years ago, and H.
Murray reared one young one in 1951."

Mr. Allen Silver, who saw my Black-crested Finches, told me that, con-
trary to Dr. Amsler's experience, his became almost totally insectivorous
when rearing young, during which period they hardly ate any seed at all.
I have found them rather combative in mixed company consisting of birds of a
similar size.

Mine eat canary seed and white and spray millet, as well as a certain amount
of insectivorous mixtore and bread and milk. They are, however, partly
insectivorous, and should be given a few small mealworms or gentles, preferably
the latter, two or three times a week.

gfur‘—tmwnec! w::.xéi f f

(Estrilda nonnula)

HIS is, to my mind, one of the prettiest of the Waxbills, The male has a
dark slate-grey back and wings with a black cap and tail. The under-
parts are white with a faint grey tinge and the rump and flanks are bright
crimson.  There is also a crimson stripe along the side of the breast just below
the wings, by which it is sometimes almost hidden. The upper mandible is
claret-colour, and the lower one black.

The female is said to be paler grey on the back and wings, but I can see
little difference between the sexes of mine, except that the hen's red stripe on
the side is perhaps rather paler and less extensive, and, when viewed from
above, her black cap is slightly narrower than that of the cock.

Distribution: Cameroons to Eastern Belgian Congo, the Sudan, Uganda,
Tanganyika Territory and Kenya Colony.

This Waxbill is said to be common in its native haunts, congregating by
the thousand on the millet crops, and sometimes occurs at fairly high altitudes.
It is also said to be, like our native Bullfinch, partial to bud-eating. It is about
the same size as the Common or Red-eared Waxhill, but rather stouter.

Until 1960 it was extremely rare in confinement; in fact, the only ones I
can remember having seen were a pair in a cage at the London Zoo, and I was
much struck by them,

Then in 1060 some enterprising person must have bcmught over quite a large
consignment and we received more than a dozen pairs at Keston, of which we
retained four pairs i the ho of breeding from them. It was another example
of the curious way in which some bird hitherto considered an extreme avicul-
tural rarity suddenly and for a brief space becomes readily obtainable—a good
case in point being the Australian Painted Finch a few years ago.

These W:lxbiﬁi require the same feeding and treatment as the Red-eared
Waxbill and other members of the family.
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(Lagonosticta rubricata)

DO not consider this rather |.'1.rgc Fircfinch as attractive as its commoner
relative, the well-known African Firefinch., Its under surface and rump
are crimson and the under tail-coverts and tail are blackish. The crown is
grey and the back brown. The bill is bluish-slate. The female resembles the
male but is paler and pinkish-fawn colour below, with less crimson on the face.

Distribution: From Portuguese Guinea to MNorthern Nigeria.

This Firefinch is not often imported, but we received a few pairs at Keston
during the summer of 1960. The crimson arcas of the plumage are usually
dcicriicd in the reference books as bright crimson, but they were far from
bright in those we obtained, so it is possible that they were young birds.

££¢ e-caFPeJ w::xéi f f

(Uraeginthus cyanocephalus)

LUE-HEADED would be a more suitable name for this Waxhill, of which

it 1s hardly necessary to give a detailed dcscri{lticm as it is like the well-
known Blue-breasted Waxhill, except that the whole of the head is blue. The
hens of the two species are much alike but can be distinguished by the fact that
in the female Hluc-cappcd Woaxhill the buff arcas of the plumage are rather
paler, and the blue extends to just above the eye and on the forchead. It is
very easy to mistake an immature male for a female,

Distribution: Kenya and Tanganyika,

We recently received a few pairs of this attractive little Waxbill at Keston—
the first ones we have ever had—and [ think I am right in saying that the last
time the species was brought over by Mr. C. 5. Wcﬁh in the early thirtes.

They require the same diet, housing, and treatment as the Cordon Bleu.

ﬁgm-ﬁcﬂf pamf _?l'udi

{Erythrura trichroa cyaneifrons)

T is years since | had a pair of these attractive little Parrot Finches, and

although I clearly remember their general appearance, it is difficult to recall

each detail of their plumage. Recourse to Aviculture, Vol. 1 did not help
s
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very much as it is merely included (without description) as a form of the Tri-
coloured Parrot Finch (E. trichroa) which in turn is simply described as ** like
the above (Pintailed Nonpareil) but has a blue forehead and checks and a
green throat.”

E. trichroa inhabits the Caroline Islands, New Guinea and Molucca, while
E. cyaneifrons comes from the New Hebrides. 1 think my birds must have
been a pair of the latter, as, if I remember righdly, they were entirel green,
darker above and with a bright blue face mask, which was very much duller
in the hen. They were, if an thing, a trifle smaller than Red-headed Parror
Finches and although, like all their relatives, they were very active, they
seemed, rcrh:ps, a trifle more restful than most of the family. At least, that 1s
my recollection of them.

They came into my possession about 1938, and were given a small aviary
to themselves. By the time war broke out in 1939 they hardly had time to
breed before | parted with them. However, 1 believe the species had already
been bred in this country during 1935.

Blue-faced Parrot Finches should be given exactly the same feeding,
housing and treatment as their better-known Red-he relative, an account
of which s given later in this section.

(Guiraca caerulea)

T is many years since 1 kept Blue Grosbeaks, and mine were the North
Amernican Brown-shouldered variety and not the more brilliant Brazilian
type.
" The male North American or Brown-shouldered Grosbeak is cobale blue,
the forchead, chin and lores being black. The median wing-coverts are
brown and the flights black edged with blue. The beak is gunmetal colour,
the lower mandjb]ge being ga.l:r than the upper. In winter or eclipse plumage,
the feathers on the sides and abdomen of the cock become suffused with brown.
This is a smaller bird than the Rose-breasted Grosbeak.
The female is brown above with a tinge of olive. There is a mixture of
y and chestmue on the rump, and the feathers of the back and shoulders
ave a darker middle streak. The underparts are medium brown. She is
slightly smaller than the cock.

They inhabit the Eastern and South-Western portions of the United
States, where they are protected. Doubtless those imported into Europe before
the war came from Mexico where they spend the winter.

My own experience of keeping these Grosbeaks is limited to a couple of
males [ had for a time in my planted bachelor aviary before the war. 1 kept
them for only a short time as, unlike their larger and very charming and amiab
relative the Rose-breasted Grosbeak, they bullied and chivvied all smaller birds
incessantly, altogether making perfect nuisances of themselves.



The El::nrr\.'huu,.l Avadavat or Lgcr Finich has a char ming song. and out of the 'bl'ac-r_-dlng
season the males go into eclipse plumage which s similar to that of females

Cordon Bleus and Firefinches. These are two of the most attractive and popular
of the Waxbills. Both make good liberty birds and look delightful in a garden
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The two Blue Grosbeaks did not fight much between themselves, though
anly, 1 think, because they were too busy jointly attacking every other bird in
sight cxcccﬂtdanything large and strong enough to stand up to them.

Provi they were given an aviary to themselves these Grosbeaks would
probably prove no more difficult to breed than other members of the family.
I don't think a particularly large aviary would be necessary, and an enclosure
about 10 feet square with a turfed floor, and containing, say, a Privet, a Box,
and a Cupressus, would suit them well and provide natural nesting sites. In
an unplanted aviary it would probably be necessary m‘fmvidf them with some
twiggy branches nailed up under overhead cover, and with perhaps a disused
Hlax:EEird's nest just to give them the idea.

They are perfectly hardy and should be fed on canary with sunflower
and a littde hemp.  They are fond of apple and the usual greenfoods, including
the fleshy stalks of scakale beet. A few mealworms or gentles should be
provided every other day, and these, partcularly the latter, may be increased
when they have a brood in the nest.

gfﬂﬂz&-lﬂiﬂgf‘i munniét'n

(Spermestes cucullarus)

HIS is one of the pretticst, most often imported and easily bred of the

Mannikins. The iﬂd and throat are black with a metallic green gloss,
and the breast and abdomen are white. The flanks are greyish-brown marked
with white streaks, and the back and wings chocolate-brown with metallic
black spots on the shoulders.

The tail is black and the rump light biscuit-brown striped with dark brown.
The beak is grey and the legs black. The plumage in both sexes is alike, the
only difference {»cing that ifgsa true pair are held side by side the hen will be
seen to have a shghtly smaller skull and less massive beak than the cock. Length
is about 37 inches. Habitat: Tropical Africa.

Bronze Mannikins are fairly peaceable in mixed company except if actually
breeding, when, like many birds, they are inclined to be quarrelsome. They
really do best and look their best in an aviary, but a pair can be kept in a cage
and might even breed if housed in a really large flight cage, preferably of lEf
box or semi-box type.

They are quite E:rdy and should be fed on a seed mixture of brown and
white millet and canary in about equal proportions, with the usual greenfoods,
and a couple of millet sprays a week per pair. Some eat insects and insecti-
vorous mixture, but will usually rear their young on seed and greenfood alone.

The Bronze-winged Mannikin's nearest relatives are the Rufous-backed
Mannikin, the Two-coloured Mannikin, and the Bib Finch. The two former
also come from Africa, and the latter from Madagascar.

These birds should not be confused with the Indian Mannikins {Lonchura).
They are easier to rear in confinement, and there is a big difference between
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the beaks of the two species, that of the African being somewhat long com-
pared with the thick beak, almost as deep as it is JU“J-;- of the Indians,

The Rurous-sacken Maswikiv (8. nigriceps) has the head, neck, and throat
black: beak grey; fanks black streaked with white: abdomen white. The
back and wings are chestnut-brown. The rump and flight feathers are white
with brown :‘.PC:‘kJing, and the tail and !il.]i,!—L'.:iilLIi:l]\ black. Seldom illlp”rtt‘d.
it is a good breeder. The sexes are alike. Habitat: East Africa.

The Two-coLounren MANNIEIN {H. bicolor) resembles the above, but the back
is grey, and there is no white in the flights. Agamn a rarely imported species
but very willing to go to nest.  Habitat: West Africa.

The Bin Fincu (8. mama) has a black forchead, chin, and bib. The head.
back and wings are brown and the til black; underparts grey mixed with
brown on the abdomen. Habitat: Madagascar. It is about the smallest of
the !.lmll‘-. and a very gumd breeder.

Another African species, the Maceie ManNIKIN (Amanresthes fringilloides)
has the back and wings dark chocolate-brown, and the head, neck and tail
black. The underparts are pure white, the flanks being a mixture of black
and brown. Habitat: Fast and West Africa. This is a irgc Mannikin being
about the size of a Goldfinch. It is handsome, |r|.:r.;jl|. and has a E‘::rnmhh];
beak. A good breeder under favourable conditons, it is not o be trusted
Wy ITE'I ‘\'Eilkc {'1T||EE1'.'I”H'H:'|‘L

Cpfl l'-’!".l"y :?l.ﬂ l‘.'A

{ Aidemosyne modesta)

ECAUSE it s at the same time the most delicate and the least colourful of
the Australian Grassfinches, this bird has never been as popular as the
17[1:“."1.' I[11'T1J|J|:r5 ':T'I- L]]{' +}I[T1ii‘_|'. .-[II“.' T]'.l.:lh,.' Ilﬂ.b th[: |1PP€T p:ll.‘l,'i ].'ﬂ"l‘l“'n. t]'ll;'_' \\']‘[1?_:—
coverts being spotted with white; there is a spot on the throat which s
variously described as plum-coloured or black, but which is really neither,
l!r.'ll]g l.l'H..' {"L11';':||.'|r l"]‘}‘ - l‘.u1:l('kh|;':lrl E'!'“.'r[}'. Tl'l.l:' l.'ll'l.(,ll;_'[ ¥Arts are “l]ItL' I‘.c:{rrr.'tj I'."\.'I'.l'l
brown; the crown of the head is of a purplish phlm-{'ulnur. and the beak
.h]:HIIk. II Iil' 1"{'T]];llf," |:!L‘L§,'1' l)ﬂ[]! LI‘H' ]1|liTT]—I'.'I.'|I{“.|T on tllf." hl.'-“.]. ;!.t'l(l l]:lf_' Kl.trk
throat spot.

Cherry Finches come from Australia, where they are found in Queensland
and the Northern parts of Mew South Wales. Curiously enough, although
they are said to be very tame and confiding in a wild state, their character in
confinement is just the opposite, and in an aviary they are shy and retiring,

One of the names [lt.nr. has been bestowed upon this bird is the Modest
Grassfinch, and though they are certainly wery plainly-coloured compared
with most of the other Australian r'r.h\tlm;u.-i I have always thought that they

have a peculiar charm of their own, and that their plum-c oloured crown makes
an attractive contrast to the rest of the plumage.




The Green Avadavat Is very prettily marked, but rare compared with the
Red Avadavar which it in no way resembles

The Speckled-fronted Weaver, rather rare and seldom imported, and the Cut-throat,
which is imported in large numbars and is one of the best-known of small foreign birds
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The old writers varied considerably in their estimates of the Cherry Finch's
hardiness or otherwise, Butler considering them the hardiest of all the
Australian finches, and Wiener being of the opinion that they were delicate.
_]udging h}r my OWn experience of these birds, | should say that Wicner is
nearer the mark, though their delicacy s of a curious kind and has nothing

The Cherry Finch Is an attractive
though modestly coloured little
bird from Australia

to do with being sensitive to cold—which, in fact, they are not, and it is by
no means always, or even usually, in winter that one has trouble with them.

Like the attractive little Yellow-fronted New Zealand Parrakeet, they are
one of those disheartening birds which may suddenly die at any time of the
year, when apparently in perfect health and condition.

Before the war we had several pairs of Cherry Finches at Keston, most of
which went to nest and successfully reared broads, thereby leading us to hope
that we should be able to work up a useful breeding stock of them.  Thus,
however, was not to be, and indeed trying to do so proved to be too much
like trying to fill a leaking can, since the number of young ones bred were
invariably counteracted by unaccountable deaths among the stock birds, and
so one got no further, The post mortem examinatgon of those that died
always revealed pneumonia, but why Cherry Finches should be more suscep-
tible to pneumonia than all the other Grassfinches is difficule to understand.

Fina].sy we gave them up as a bad job, and devoted their aviaries to Long-
tailed Grassfinches, Ruficaudas, Bichenos, ctc., which arc not prone to sudden
death, are freer breeders, and for which there is a much greater demand.

In a wild state Cherry Finches make a dome-shaped nest of grasses almaost
at ground level in a low bush, so if they are given a bundle of small twiggy
branches to make their nest in, these should not be nailed up more than about
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three feet from the floor of the aviary. 1 have always found that they will nor
use 3 wooden nest box, but will usually take to an open wire one.

They may be h:pt in ecither cage or aviary, and arc very quict and well-
behaved in mixed company. All they require in the way of food is canary
seed, millet, greenfood and an occasional mealworm., Wﬂrcn breeding, how-

ever, the number of mealworms given per da}r must be 5lu“rl}r and steadily
increased as the brood grows.

C)om éu.ijnu

(Hypochera chalybeata)
HERE are several Combassous, or Steel Finches, as they are sometimes
called, but this, the common Senegal species, is the only one often im-
ported.  When in colour the male is black with a stecl-blue gloss, and some
white under the wings. The beak is pale whitish flesh-colour and the legs red.
When out of colour he is exactly like the hen—lightish brown streaked with
very dark brown and black. Length is about 4 inches.

Although Combassous are much like Waxbills in weral appearance,
they are nevertheless wrue Viduine, which is indicated b fact that they are
parasitic on other birds and the males go into eclipse plumage for of the
year. They have very seldom been bred in captivity, which, l:{}nsidplntrhlg their
parasitic habits, is hardly to be wondered at.  To achieve success with them
they would have to be housed in an aviary containing several pairs of Fire-
finches in order that they might deposit their eggs in the nests of these birds.

Combassous were among the first foreign %:irds I ever kept, and 1 should
think this must apply to many other aviculturists who started young, as I did,
and therefore wantcr‘{ something both cheap and attractive.

They are indeed admirable birds for the bg;inncr. being relatively cheap,
hardy, and peaceable enough to be kept with even the smallest Waxhbills.
Morcover, their striking, steely blue-black garb makes an excellent foil to
other small birds such as Waxbills with more variegated plumage. Their only
disadvantage lies in the fact that they are difficult to brcccE

Combassous are easy to cater for. They should be given a mixture of
half and half white and small brown millet, plus a small proportion of can
seed and an occasional millet spray. The usual greenfoods should be given.
They do quite well in a fight cage, but look much better in an outdoor aviary
as the sun brings out the dark blue sheen on their plumage.

Other races of the Combassou include the Black Finch, the Purple Finch,
and the Steel-blue Finch, these being the names by which they are Ennrwn in
their native land, South Africa. All three resemble the common Senegal
species, and are themselves much alike.

The Brack Frvcu (H. finerea) has the gloss on the plumage of a dull
plumbeous colour and not very pronounced. The legs are red and the beak
whitish. The Purece Fincn (H. ultramarina purpurascens) has a bright purple
gloss on the plumage. The legs and beak are both whitish. The STeer-nLue
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Fincu (H. chalybeata amauropterpx) has a steel-blue sheen on the plumage; in
fact, it only differs from chalybeata in having the legs and beak red.

Closely related to the Combassous is the Reseienpent or Comsassou-
Waypan (Vidua hypochering). This handsome little bird is almost exactly
like a Combassou g;u: with a long tail, the four median feathers being over
8 inches in length. The beak is red.  These birds come from East Africa and
are said to be parasitic on the Black-checked Waxbill.

They are very seldom imported, which is a pity as they are most attractive.
At one time, before the war | possessed several specimens. All I have said
as to the feeding, housing, etc., of the common Senegal Combassou applies
equally to this bird.

C)amm Ll .?ireﬁn CA

{ Lagonosticta senegala)

THIS charming and most confiding little bird is one of my favourite Wax-
bills, and it always seems to me to have rather more character than most.

The general colour of the male is pinkish-crimson, browner on the back,
and with a sprinkling of tiny white spots on the sides of the breast.  The beak
is crimson, and the bird’s total length is about 3} inches. The female is mainly
medium to darkish brown, with :ﬁ: lower back and upper wil-coverts pinkish-
crimson, and with rather fewer white spots on the sides of the breast. Her
beak is duller-coloured than that of the male.

There are a few sub-species coming from different parts of Africa, of which
the best-known is the Jameson's Firefinch, but none I have seen is as pretty
as the typical bird. Firefinches inhabit Wese Africa where they are found in
small flocks always in the vicinity of dwelling houses, since, like the House
Sparrow, they seem to approve of mankind and his works and to prefer life
in a village to living in the open countryside.

This trait is very noticeable if they are let out in this country. It makes
them one of the best of all stayers at liberty, so much so that [ have little doubt
that, provided they were kept in an aviary for a week or two beforchand,
they would when liberated hardly stray beyond the confines of even a small
suburban garden.

When World War II started there were many Firefinches among the
birds we liberated, fearing we should no longer be able to obtain food for them.
I had had previous experience of small numbers of these birds kepr at liberty,
but their behaviour when let out in a large flock was interesting.  They usually
kept together, and like all the Waxbills, disliked high flying, always staying on
or near the ground.

Muost ufg the other Waxhills, however, roosted in |1cd.7,\?2 and bushes,
though a few, I think, roosted in their aviaries, which we left open and in
which we continued to feed them. The Firefinches, however, showed
their preference for man-made dwelling houses—or what they doubtless
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imagined to be a dwelling house—by roosting in our carpenter’s shed. Here,
of all unlikely places they chose to sleep in tightly-packed rows on the thick
perches of some empty parrot cages that were smrerf‘thrrr:!

Before the war we used to have these finches at liberty at Keston, and they
were the first foreign birds [ ever tried at liberty at my old home, where they
did extremely well, and I used to find their nests among the sweet-pea sticks
and raspberry canes. I can vividly recall finding a pair with their newly-
fledged brood sitting in a row on the back of a garden seat in the early moming
sun—and a very pretty sight they made.

In the old days Firefinches were considered extremely delicate. In fact
the late Dr. Butler in his well-known old book * Foreign Finches in Captivity
warns his readers that if the temperature drops to 50 degrees it will kill them.

In the light of modern knowledge, of course, this seems sheer nonsense,
though Dr. Butler doubtless believed it when he wrote it. In those days it
was generally considered that all birds coming from a wopical climate would
wilt and die immediately unless kept at hothouse temperatures.  And it was
not realised until comparatively recently that such birds as Firefinches, once
properly acclimatised, would not only iivc and breed in a naturally-planted
aviary during the summer, but could also safely pass the winter in it. That
they can do this, I am sure, is due to the stamina built up by their living under
semi-natural conditions as opposed to the enervating hot-house existence
once considered essential to keep them alive in this country.

Firefinches do well in either cape or aviary, and are simple to feed, as they
require nothing but millet seed .‘mdbgrtrnﬁ:ltﬂ. In a planted aviary they are so
casy to breed that several times I have become aware that they had gone to
nest only when I saw the parents with a newly-fledged brood of young ones.
Under such conditions they doubtless catch and feed to their brood a good
many small live insects. If trying to breed them in a cage or small aviary,
however, it is probable that they would need a certain amount of live food of
suitable size when rearing their young.

In 1959 we received among a consignment of Common Firefinches two—
fortunately a male and female—which were quite different in colouring to the
others, the cock being rusty-orange in colour, with a yellow instead of a red
beak, and the hen being equally fistinct and also having a yellow beak.

They have bred successtully with us, and as all the young have come true
to colour they may either be a colour mutation or a separate, and apparently
hitherto unknown race—most probably the latter,

Neither Mr. David Bannerman nor Mr, McDonald—1 wrote to the latter
to ask if they had any similar skins at the British Muscum—could furmish
any information about them. In a letter to Mr, McDonald 1 said that I chought
it might be desirable to leave a permanent record of the fact that they were first
bred at Keston, particularly as such things are so soon forgotten, and he
suggested the name Keston Firefinch.  So, adding a word to denote their colour,
we have called them the Keston Orange Firefinch. Unfortunately we do not
know and have no means of finding out, what part of Africa they came from.

We have also received at Keston a fair number of the Giant Firefinch
(Lagonosticta senegala vulenima), which comes from East Africa. It only differs
from the Common Firefinch from West Africa in that it is larger.




Cordon lleu

(Uraeginthus bengalus)

HE Cordon Bleu was one of the first birds 1 ever kept and, deservedly, it
has always been a favourite. The upper surface of the male is a greyish
mouse-brown colour, the centre of the breast, abdomen and under tail-coverts
being more or less the same colour, only paler, inclining to fawn. The rest
of the plumage is sky blue, darkest on LZe tail, and there is a bright crimson
patch on the ear coverts. The beak is red.  The female has slightly less blue
and more fawn on the underparts and lacks the cnimson ear patch. Length
is a lietle over 4} inches.

It inhabits Western, North-Eastern and Eastern Africa and is very common
in a wild state where it usually constructs its nest in a hedge or bush, the nest
being spherical and rather deeper than it is wide with an entrance hole at the
side. In confinement it will sometimes use a half open-fronted nest box.
One of the most industrious songsters of the Waxbills, some of its rather shrill
notes can be heard for some distance.

Towards the end of the last century Cordon Bleus were considered
extremely delicate and Dr. Karl Russ wrote of them: ™ Almost the most
delicate of all the Ornamental finches, The hens die with the slightest Aluctua-
tions of temperature. . . ."  Actually, although like all W:xii!]s they are
delicate when first imported and need careful acclimatising, once over this
difficult period, they are extremely hardy, as I have proved.

By way of experiment | once kept some in a large planted aviary and they
remained in perfect condition, although ignoring their aviary shelter and roost-
ing in the evergreens in the flight even during the bitterest winter nights. I
was, of course, prepared to take them into heated quarters the moment they
showed the slightest signs of distress, but they were so bursting with health and
vitality that it was never necessary to do so.

This all goes to show what a revolution has taken place during the last fifty
years or so in our notions regarding the best way to keep foreign birds.
Formerly, the emphasis was on the maintenance of a continuous hothouse
temperature, whereas nowadays the paramount importance of plenty of fresh
air and exercise is realised. As well as keeping these birds in aviaries, 1 have
also kept them at complete hiberty.  They are good stayers and make a delight-
ful addition to the garden in summer.

In Canada Cordon Bleus have been bred very successfully in a flight cage
by a gentleman whose name [ forget, but when rearing young they require
a considerable amount of live food in the form of aphids, live ant pupa, etc.
It is hardly surprising, therefore, if people who are prepared to go to all this
trouble, have preferred to concentrate on breeding some of the rarer Finches,

Cordon Bleus should be fed on white millet and brown Indian millet.
They can also be offered small canary seed and very small mealworms, though
the latter are not essential.  They are very fond of millet sprays and wild green-
foods such as groundsel, chickweed, shepherd's purse, etc.  We have recently
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received at Keston a number of the Giant Cordon Bleu, Uraepinthus bengalus
schoanus, from East Africa. It is like its smaller and better-known relative,
but is considerably larger, and also hardier.

The Brueg-sreasten Waxmsiie (U. angolensis) should be fed and treated in
the same way as its near relative the Cordon Bleu. An inhabitant of South
Africa, it is much more rarely imported, which is a pity as it is very beautiful.

Superficially it is like a Cordon Bleu, but is slighg}' larger and lacks the
crimson ear patches.  The blue areas of the plumage, however, are richer and
of a decper shade. It is, therefore, the more beautiful of the two.

Cn’m son j'n di

(Neochmic phaeton)

HE Crimson Finch is noted alike for its beauty and its savage temper.

The eral body-colour of the male is bright crimson. The crown
of the head and the mantle are dark grey shading into brown on the back and
wings. The centre of the lower breast and abdomen are black, and the red
sides of the breast are adorned with small white spots. The beak is red.
Length is about 5 inches. In the female all the colours are paler and the
centre of the lower breast and abdomen are buff,

They inhabit wopical Northern Australia, and in their native land are
generally known as Blood Finches.  They are usually found in damp meadows
in the vicinity of watercourses where they feed on grass and other seeds.  They
are also said to cat termites,

While Crimson Finches are, as I have said, extremely beautful, the males
are perfect little red devils and do not hesitate to attack birds considerably
larger than themselves; nor are they by any means always to be trusted with
their own wives, particularly out of the breeding season.

They were never freely imported and were consequently always expensive
to buy, but even had they been commoner and cheaper their savage temper
would always have militated against their popularity as aviary birds. Coming
as they do from tropical NunEem Australia, from which territory birds have
always been difficult to obtain, in their case the difficulty of importing them is
increased by the fact that to be really safe it is necessary to accommodate each
male in a separate cage, so that he has no companion to bully, or probably kill,
during the jo 3

Crimson Finches present no difficulty as to feeding and will live well on
canary seed and white, brown and spray millet, along with the usual green-
foods. Some will eat a little apple.  One should bear in mind, however, that
they are one of the most insectivorous of all the Australian Grassfinches, and
each bird should be given a couple of mealworms per day, or any other suitable
live food, when avag:.blc. On the journey over they were, 1 believe, given
a small shred of raw meat about twice a week which might also be beneficial
to them in this country—particularly if the birds are kept in a cage.



CUBAN FINCH 24

They are not entirely hardy, and though they greatly benefit from spending
the summer months in an aviary, they can only be left permanently out if
the aviary has a shelter that can be heated in winter, otherwise they should be
caught up and put in a flight cage in a warm birdroom about the middle of
October Lr:t'un: the really cold weather sets in.

Crimson Finches have been bred in confinement in this country, but to do
this successfully, it is necessary, while gradually increasing their daily allowance
of mealworms, to provide them with as varied a selection of live foods as
possible. Small gentles could be given and live ant pupe—which are usually
miscalled ** ants’ eggs "—are about the best rearing food of all for small Finches,
though unfortunately the latter are none too easy to find in sufficient quantities
except in sandy-soiled pinewood country like that round Bournemouth.

I have kept Crimson Finches at various times, but was never able to make a
serious attempt at breeding them, as they must have an aviary entirely to them-
selves, and I never happened to have one available at the right time.

Gt éa n _?:'n d:

(Tiaris canora)

CHARMING and diminutive bird, the Cuban Finch has always beena

favourite and .J.{_-s.crvl.:n_ﬂ}' s0. The male has the back of the crown, back,
wings and tail yellowish olive-green and the forechead and face-mask black
Behind this face-mask is a wide bright orange-yellow arca which starts as a
Narrow rtl,-uhruu-' and widens out on the sides of the neck and throat. This is
followed by a black arca on the upper breast, which gradually merges into
the pearly pinkish-grey of the underparts. Length is rather over 3 inches.

The female resembles the male, ELII there is no black on the upper breast.
Her 1_,.-|_-E]nw collar is }1.l]|_'r, and her face=mask brown instead of black.

An inhabitant of Cuba, this little bird used to be more often called the
Melodious Finch. This was apparenty thought desirable in order to
differentiate it from the nearly-a lied Olive Finch (T. olivacea), which alsa
inhabits Cuba. The idea was quite a good one, but I think the choice of
“ Melodious " was perhaps a little flartering as it gives the impression that the
bird is pre-eminent as a songster, whereas it has only a brief, oft-repeated little
tinkling song of a few notes, which nevertheless is quite pleasant.

Its chief attractons, however, are the harmonious blend of colours in its
plumage, its smallness and neat appearance, and its tireless Waxbill-like vivacity.

Cuban Finches will live quite well in a flight cage, but as they are such
very active little birds this should be as large as possible. My own experience
of keeping them has been of a number 1 once had in a 1]11.":{1111:1—51'}.('1} aviary,
and a pair | kept for a year in one of my }ﬂau'lrd aviaries. These, although
so small, showed themsclves well and were most attractive.  They also bred
successfully, though 1 can claim no credit for this because until 1 saw three
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newly fledged nestlings sicting beside their parents 1 was not even aware that
the latter had gone to nest!

A search revealed that they had built a small domed nest in a thick low
growing bush, the nest ]l.l'm'i1i_|._1; been rather pu]lc;i about by other birds in the
aviary by the time it was found, The young ones were reared without any
extras, though it is }Jrnhqh]f that the parents captured a good many small
insects in the aviary while their brood was in the nest,

Once acclimatised Cuban Finches are hnnl'lc. and should be fed on white
millet, brown Indian millet and small canary seed, though they are chiefly
interested in miller. T hey are fond of the usual wild gj'cpnﬁu-.._ln. and. of
course, love millet Sprays.

The most striking characteristic of these little Finches is their very highly-
developed * homing " instinct. 1 well remember before the war—in the
case of the already-mentioned medium-sized aviary which housed quite a
Hock of Cuban Finches—that someone inadvertently left the door of the
Hight ajar when refilling the water pots and all escaped. None, however,
attempted to stray.  Some flew up into the trees hl:'h:llh‘t the aviary, but mostly
they spent their time hopping about quite contentedly on top of the flight
or on the ground close by. A large pan of seed was placed just inside the door
of the flight, and by evening not only had every single bird returned o the
aviary, but they were all roosting on their accustomed perches in the shelter,

For those aviculturists, therefore, who are tempted to try the fascinating
experiment of keeping small ﬂ'rn:ign birds at liberty in even quite a small
garden tillr:in__a.', the summer months there are no better Hlil'flt‘t"li than the Cuban
Finch and (its close rival in this respect) the African Firefinch.

Cil f*ﬁirnaf

(Amadina fasciata)

LTHOUGH it boasts no brilliant colours, the Cut-throat is one of the
best-known and most widely-kept of all small foreign birds, and,
incidentally, one of the most aptly named.

The male is chicfly a warm biscuit brown, the feathers of the upper parts
being bordered with black. The underparts have a more pinky tnge and
their black borders are narrower and less conspicuous. There is a whitish
vatch on the throat and beneath the eye, and this is bordered at its lower edge
by a wide crimson band, from which the bird takes its name. The tail is
blackish. Length is about 5 inches The female resembles the male, bur the
11|;-‘“-k lT"‘T-\-!i.'T.‘r to |1|.r t‘i.'-l[':l.l.'rh Are T..'l.'l'li.,'r NATTOWET ;,'I.I'“,I ]l.'"ﬂﬁ I-.i'l‘-tl'l'lf'[.. all[! h|:'||_'
lacks the crimson halfecollar on the throat.

This bird is very common in its native Africa, where it is found from
Senegambia to North-East Africa, and as far southwards as Masai-land.

As is doubtless the case with many other aviculturists, this was one of the
first foreign birds 1 ever kept, not so much because | particularly admired its
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colour scheme, as because it was cheap, hardy and always obtainable. In
those days they were often known as * Ribbon Finches "—though why, 1
cannot imagine—"" Cut-throat " being far more appropriate.

Cut-throats can be kept in either a Hight cage or an aviary, and are quite
harmless to smaller companions when out of breeding condition. When
breeding, however, they Ld.'cmm- aggressive, and must not be kept with any
bird smaller or weaker than themselves, but they have the great advantage of
being suitable aviary companions for Budgerigars.

I have bred Cut-throats on one or two occasiens, usually in a half open-
fronted box. Nevertheless I should not call them quite such easy breeders as
they were apparently considered to be by some of the old writers. They are
rather inclined to dre of their half~grown nestlings, throwing them ourt of the
nest, in order to start again,

When nesting in mixed company, Dr. Butler describes them as: ™ A verit=
able bully and nuisance; interfering with the nesting of other birds, chasing

=

The Olive Finch is a freely
imported seed-eater

and tormenting them, building and stealing nests. . He advocates
brL‘L‘Lhng them in Cages.

They are very easy birds to house and cater for, as they are perfectly hardy
and can be kept for years on a seed mixture of small canary seed, brown
Indian millet and white miller, and the wsual wild greenfoods.  They are

fond of millet sprays, but these are not an essential part of their diet.



mam MJ .gsaﬂ'mu
(Steganopleura gurtata)

HIS is one of the largest and handsomest of the Australian Finches with 4
rather plump, thick-set figure. The male has the forehead, crown and
nape of the neck silvery grey, and the throat white, The beak is reddish-
plum colour, and from ‘its base, dividing the grey head from the white throat
runs a black pear-shaped marking, the larger end of which encloses the cye,
which is surrounded by a very narrow red circle.

The back, mantle, and wings are a mousey brown colour: the rump
crimson, and the tail almost black. There is a broad black band across the
upper breast, separating the white throat from the white breast and belly.
Only the central parts of the breast and belly are white, the sides being HacE,
and it is the numerous pure white spots of varying sizes for which this black
area forms such a striking background, that have presumably given the bird
its name—although actually they are far more like pearls than diamonds.
Length is just under 5 inches.

Diamond Sparrows, which are not particular] casy birds to sex, provide
one of the very rare cases among birds in which the female is, if anything, the
handsomer bird of the two, as the white spots on her black sides are bolder and
rather more numerous than in the male. Perhaps the surest guide is the beak
which is a plumbeous maroon-red in the male, and more of a pinkish-red in
the female.

They inhabit New South Wales, South Queensland, and the Eastern
areas of South Australia where they are said to spend much of their time on the
ground, or sitting in low bushes, and to feed on small insects and grass sceds,
consuming much greater quantities of the former when they have young in
the nest.

Once acclimatised, Diamond Sparrows are among the hardiest of birds,
but unfortunately they are very travellers.  Before air-transport was
possible, they used to arrive in poor condition and minus most of theis feathers,
as they invariably plucked each other almost bare during the long sea journey,
and it needed considerable time and skill to acclimatise them and get them
back into decent condition again,

Nowadays, however, alF this is changed, and in the spring of 1951 we
received a large consignment of Diamond Sparrows by air from Australia.
The journey took only five days, so they arrived in absolutely perfect feather
and condition and were consequently no trouble at all to acclimatise.

Diamond Sparrows make admirable aviary birds, but, at any rate when
breeding, they are inclined to be quarrelsome and should be given an avi
to themselves. They build a rather large, untidy, Sparrow-like nest in a bus
(if available) or failing that in a wicker Hartz Mountain Roller travelling cage,
or even in an open-fronted wooden box.

I have four of these birds in a large, planted aviary as I write, of which two,
at least, are a true pair. At first they built a nest in an elderberry bush, but for

a8
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some reason deserted it in favour of an open-fronted box hung up under over-
head cover. They have now made a very bulky nest, lined with some of the
moulted breast feathers of a male Amherst Pheasant who shares their aviary,
but as it is already October I am afraid it is too late for their efforts to meet

with any success.
The male Diamond Sparrow has a most amusing and grotesque courting
display. Taking a h:-t:i piece of grass in his beak he perches on a resilient

twiggy branch; puffs himself out to quite twice his normal size; puts his

One of the most
striking of the Aus-
trallan Finches is the
Diamond Sparrow,
its simple but effec-
tive colour scheme
being black, whice,
and grey., with a
crimson rump and
red beak., They are
perfectly hardy and
have n bred
though nat so freely
as some  other
Australian  Finches

head downwards and sideways (presumably to be able to watch the effect of
his performance on the hen) ;ml;lil then proceeds to bob rhythmically up and
down, all the time emitting a low-pitched buzzing noise. Needless to say
the hen usually looks as acutely bored as do most hen birds when being dis-
played to!

Diamond Sparrows should be fed on canary and miller, They also like
spray millet as well as the usual wild greenfoods and flowering grasses, while
some will cat spinach beet and picces of apple.

They have been fairly frequently bred in confinement, one of the most
successful breeders of these birds being Mrs. Wharton-Tigar, who on one
occasion before the war achieved the considerable feat of brmﬁng sixteen young
ones from one pair in a single season, which would be considered a creditable
effort even for a pair of Zebra Finches.  In an account she wrote of this success,
she mentions that while the parents were rearing young she gave them egg and
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arrowroot biscuits with grated carrot,
mealworms.

Among the already-mentioned consignment of these birds from Australia
was a single specimen of what is, I should say, an unusual hybrid, namely, a
Diamond Sparrow x Long-tailed Grassfinch. It is quite a pretty bird, mainly
grey with a pointed tail, a small black bib, and the Diamond Sparrow’s white-
spotted sides faintly barred with black and white. The rump is salmon pink.

as well as sprouting seeds and a few

:bufmdns s wmé;ff

(Coccopygia melanotis melanotis)

I HAVE always considered this to be one of the prettiest of the Waxhbills.
It is also one of the smallest and very unlike any of the others in its colour
scheme.

In the male the wings and mantle are olive-green, cheeks and throat black,
and the top of the head and breast pale grey with an orange patch in the middle
of the b-.-lf;r and the rump reddish-orange. The beak, too, is quite a feature,
the upper mandible being black and the lower one red. The hen is similar
to the cock, but without any black about the head.

It is found mainly in the Eastern parts of South Africa, where it is said to be
partial to the vicinity of human dwellings, often nesting in trees in gardens,
In its native land it has the alternative name of the Swee Waxbill.

Dufresne’s is another of those Waxhbills that is partly insectivorous and
extremely delicate when newly imported. It is, however, well worth takin
a lot of trouble over them as they are beautiful, live well once acclimatised, ang
are very willing to go to nest.  They have been bred on several occasions, most
recently by Mr. Dulanty,

A pair | had not long ago were disa pointing as far as breeding goes.
They ll':a.d a fair-sized outdoor aviary to themselves in which they spent the
summer. As a nesting site 1 nailed a bundle of twiggy branches under overhead
cover against the side of the shelter. In this the pair promptly constructed a
v:r{l beautifully made round nest with the entrance hole in the side, but though
both birds appeared to be in a perfect condition, that is as far as they got.
Not a single egg was laid throughout the summer. 1 thought that, perha
a5 5o often happens, those avian pests mice might have taken possession of the
nest, but an examination showed no trace of them. Why the parents suddenly
lost all interest in the nest they had so carefully constructed remains a mystery.

The late Duke of Bedford who, when he was Marquess of Tavistock, so
successfully kept and bred various species of Waxbills at liberty, told me,
however, that Green Avadavars and Dufresne’s Waxbills did not do very well,
He found that the latter were hard to acclimatise and seemed Very sensitive
to cold.

I certainly think Dufresne's must be classed among the more delicate Wax-



EVENING GROSBEAK it

bills, but that they are not among the most delicate is shown by the fact that if
brought over under at all reasonable conditions they usually stand the journcy
remarkably well for such tiny and frail-looking birds. This I think is use,
while undoubtedly partly insectivorous, they are not nearly so dependent upon
a continuous supply of live food as are Black-cheeked and Violet-cared Wax-
bills. During LEt summer months, in fact, they will live in an outdoor aviary
on a diet of seed, mainly millet, and greenfood, with enly such insects as they
manage to capture for themselves. If their owner, however, is intent upon
trying to breed them, undoubtedly the more suitable live insects he can supply,
the quicker they are likely to come into breeding condition.

As I say, [ have not myself bred these WJ:EiUs. but 1 should imagine that
when there are young to feed, they will have to be supphied with plenty of live
insects, including, if possible, live ant pupae.  On the other hand if they have a
really large aviary, not overcrowded with other birds and containing growing
turf and plenty of bushes and creepers, they will be living virtually under
natural conditions, and will thus be able to capture an enormous number of
insects for themselves, so that it would be unwise to give in addition much in
the way of extra stiru'L:I::.l‘.:'lrlf.g-l live food such as mealworms.

| should hesitate to try wintering even an established pair of Dufresne's
Waxhills in an unheated outdoor aviary, though it might be a possibility,
seeing that they come from the Cape where night frosts are by no means
unknown. On the whole, though, 1 would advise bringing them into a cage
in a frost-proof birdroom from October to April.

Cf:/mr ing gméﬂl;é

{ Hesperiphona vespertina)

M attractive and rather unusually coloured Grosbeak, which is not very
often imported. The forchead, eyebrows, rump and abdomen are
yellow. The head, wings and tail are black, and the body is olive-fawn colour.
The sexes are alike, but the female has perhaps a shightly smaller, more
feminine-looking head, and not quite such a massive bill.

Distribution: East and Central United States.

We had a pair of these Grosbeaks in our largest planted aviary at Keston
and they went to nest and hatched a brood in 1957.  For a short time all went
well, and then the young ones were removed from the nest and killed, probably
by a pair of Shamas in the same enclosure which were noticed to be taking a
suspicious amount of interest in the Grosbeaks’ nest.  When I kept Shamas at
controlled liberty before the war 1 found that they would catch and kill small
mice, so 1 have little doubt that they would not be averse to taking other
birds” nestlings, if they got the chance.  This was of course yet another example
of the attractiveness of * mixed collections ™ in theory, but the disadvantages—
in the way of abortive nesting attempts—in practice; for [ have little doubt
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Fire-tailed Finches, a rarely
imported species found
in Tasmanin and South
Australia

that the Evening Grosbeaks would have reared their brood successfully had
they had an aviary to themselves, or possibly shared it with a pair of larger
harmless birds such as Bronze-winged Pigeons.

The male Evening Grosbeak is quite a good somgster and the birds are

perfectly hardy, and require the same diet and treatment as the Rose-breasted
Grosbeaks.

37:' re-tai ﬂ*d‘ _ﬂfn ok

(Lonaeginthus bellus)

THESE are among the rarest birds we have ever had at Keston, or at least
among the most rarcly imported, for when we reccived about a dozen
specimens in 1958, my friend John Yealland, Curator of Birds at the London
Zoo, told me that he had not seen any for quite t.hitty years, and that he believed
ours might well be the first importation sinee then.,

The Fire-tail is of much the same size and build as the Sydney Waxhill,
but I think it must be said at once that compared with other Australian Grass
Finches, it is not a very exciting little bird to look at, which, in addition to its
costliness, is probably one of the reasons it has so scldom been imported.
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It is mouse=coloured, darkest on the upper surface and tail—the latter bcing
almost black, as is the ventral area—and paler and greyer below, the feathers
being all minutely bordered with black, giving a wavy, striped effect which is
only apparent if the bird is scen ¢lose to. There is a narrow frontal band of
black, widening out on the side of the head and surrounding the eye, which is
narrowly encircled with bare skin of a pale blue-grey colour. The scarlet
uppet tail-coverts provide the only touch of bﬂ'ghr colour and the beak is dark
red. The sexes are alike.

Distribution: Tasmania and parts of Southern Australia.

An Australian visitor to Keston saw our Fire-tails and told me that they are
considered delicate and difficult in captivity cven in Australia, and although ours
started well and actually began nest building during a fine, sunny spell in the
spring, subsequent cold, wet weather proved too much for them, in spite
of the fact that they had a dry, well-lighted shelter to retire into, and there were
several losses.  On the whole, therefore, 1 think that they deserve their reputa-
tion of being delicate and difficult birds in captivity. Their feeding, however,
presents no difficultics, as they require the same diet as the other Grass Fine hes.

g:'an!' M: dak

(Coliuspasser progne progne)

HIS fine bird is the largest as well as one of the most handsome of the

Whydahs, and is a nauve of South Africa. When out of colour the male

is mainly lightish brown with darker striations in the plumage, and at this time
his appearance gives no hint of the glorious creature he will later become.

When in full colour he measures fully 25 inches, and of this no fewer than
18 inches are accounted for by his magnificent Howing black tail from which
he doubtless gets his name of whydah or widow bird. The tail consists of
numerous long narrow feathers of varying length and extraordinary suppleness
which causes them to undulate gracefully behind him as he flies, an vl‘%w:t that
is heightened by the airy buoyancy of his fight.

The bird's wings are exceptionally large, and indeed look almost dis-
pr::.punimm:ul\_u s0 when he is out of colour. Their size, however, is very
necessary to support the weight of his immense and voluminous tail when in
colour, at which time the rest of his plumage is mainly velvety black relieved
by handsome cream and orange patches on the shoulders.

The female resembles a male out of colour, but is rather smaller,

As can be imagined, the enormous size of the Giant Whydah% tail can at
times be a considerable menace to it. 1 well remember when 1 was a schoolboy
in 1913 receiving a letter from my eldest sister, who was at the time stayin
with friends in South Africa, in which she said she was sure 1 should be intcrcswﬁ
to hear that there were numerous .‘x;u'k:lpnnluh birds * (the native name
apparently for Giant Whydahs). In flight these birds reminded her of " large
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black silk handkerchicfs floating about "—incidentally a very apt description—
and after a heavy rainstorm their tails became so witerlogged that sometimes
you could pick them up from the ground completely drenched and quite

unable to fly,

I have hardly ever been without Giant Whydahs, and 1 do not consider

any aviary howsing a mixed collection
and large enough to afford them ad-
equate flying space  is t:nnp]u[r il it
lacks them. They are so spectacularly
beautiful, easy to feed, hardy, long-
lived, and perfectly harmless o even
the smallest and weakest of their
companions.

It would really be too flattering and
quite misleading to describe as a ** song ™
the curious noises the bird I!m:.hu'-.'s
during the brecding season, for as s
the case with most of the other Why-
dahs and Weavers, it mercly draws
itself up, puffs out its head feathers and
proceeds to emit a continuous stream
of strange harsh bu'.rring sounds.

Some specimens might cat meal-
worms, but all 'liw:.- really peed s
canary, millet, and greenfood if they
will eat it. I have recently discovered
that they are fond of hemp and sun-
fower.

Easy as they are to keep, however,
to breed them in confinement is a very
difficult proposition indeed. The Giant
Wh}'ti-lh 15 pl.\]'r.'g.'nm'-u'i but not
parasitic.  His wives nest at the same
time and rear their young ones without
help from the male. The nest is on
the ground and is concealed beneath a
sort of grass tent affair, which they
make by pulling down and bending
over the leaves of the surrounding coarse
gi‘.l!ihl.'}.

To breed them successfully in this
country is no mean feat, and this, as
far as | know, has been done only once
—between the wars—by the late Duchess

?
1

¥ p

39

b

of

(L1
ol B . % -La

;hhfﬁ
K

L]

The Giant Whydah is a magnificent
bird which does not molest even
smaller companions

of Wcl]ingmri. who bred them in an enormous * wilderness ™ aviary.
The Kun}';m form of this Wll‘lﬁinh. G progue delamerel, has been imported

and is said to have an even longer tail. Recently, 1 possessed a Giant W 1ydah

that appears either to have belonged to a new race hitherto unknown to science,
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The Bronze-winged Mannikin is perhaps the prettiest as well
as being the commaonest of the African Manniking

The Orange-cheeked Waxbill is freely imported, and is one
of the most vivacious and charming of the YWaxbills
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or else to have been a freak specimen or ™ sport.” When out of colour 1 thought
that, owing to its rather smaller size than usual, it must be a hen, but when it
came into colour it turned out to be a cock, identical in every way with the
normal type except that it was all black without coloured shoulder patches.

g{ifcf ot -éff ﬁ IE'J g}rméeaé

{Pheucticus aureoventris)

HIS is one of the largest and handsomest of the Grosbeaks, but it is not
often imported.  The male is mainly black, with the lower breast, abdo-
men, and bend of the wing bright yellow. The wings and tail are marked and
spotted with white, and the large and powerful bill, with which, unless handled
carefully, it can give one a very nasty bite, is lead-grey. The female s brown
above, merging almost into b{wk on the head and neck, and the undt;lllarll'-
are yellowish.  In winter the black arcas of the male’s plumage become suffused
with brown, but there is never any difficulty in telling the sexes apart.

Distribution: Southern Brazil, Bolivia, Upper Paraguay.

Golden-bellied Grosbeaks are extremely il:tl::lrv:h.', and the cock is quite a
good songster, My pair live all the year round in a very large planted aviary
containing various other birds such as Azure-winged Magpies and Super
Spreo Starlings, and it is disappointing that so far they have not bred.

These Grosbeaks are attractive aviary inhabitants but have one disadvantage
and that is that they are destructive to bushes, nipping oft the top shoots and
some of the leaves with their powerful beaks, except in the case of tough
things, such as Cupressus, which they usually leave alone.  This hardly matters
in a very large thickly planted aviary, but would quite spoil the appearance of
a smaller one containing only a tew bushes.

They should be fed on canary seed with some sunflower and a litde hemp;
they are very fond of apple and will take greentood such as the leaves of spinach,
beer, etc.  They also appreciate a few gentles or mealworms, and these would
probably prove vnluahﬁ' if they had young in the nest.

ga/af or -érﬂﬂ.-ifﬂ:; ﬁm‘f iﬂg

{Emberiza flaviventris)

TH]S bird appears in Roberts’s * Birds of South Africa ™ as the Red-backed
Yellow Bunting, The male has a black head with a broad white stripe
down the centre of the crown as well as above and below the eye.  The back
and mantle are chesmut-brown with paler borders to the feathers.  The rump

3
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is brownish-grey and the tail is black tipped with white. The wings are black
with one broad and one narrow white bar, and the chin, throat and breast are
rich cadmium yellow merging into whitish on the abdomen. The female is
similar, but less brightly m"];ourcd, The total length is a little over 6 inches.

Roberts gives its distribution as ** widespread over the continent in the
acacia veld south of the Sahara Desert, but not in the southern and western
Cape Province. . . . It utters a musical call, though not a song ',

It 15, to my mind, a most attractive Bunting, its colour contrasts of black,
white, chestut-brown and pure vivid yellow being most striking. 1 had
a pair for about two years, but although they were in a planted aviary with a
few companions, they did not at first make any attempt to nest, and [ have vet
to hear the musical call note; in fact, although in perfect condition and very
cheerful and lively, they scemed singularly silent birds.

We recently had a pair of these Buntings in a large planted aviary at Keston.
The cock unfortunately died just before tﬁc beginning of the breeding season,

] The Golden-breasted Bunt-
| ing, a most attractive bird
with wividly econtrastin,
black, white, chestnut a
yellow plumage

but the hen constructed a cup-shaped nest and laid three cggs which were
unlike any other bird's eggs 1 have ever seen. Most cggs are either plain,
spotted, or spotted and blotched, usually most thickly at lisc larger end; but
tﬁj Golden-breasted Bunting’s egg is white with a perfectly even narrow circle
of dark brown spots and blmcﬁcs round the larger end, as though one had
drawn a pencil line round a chicken’s egg just where one will cut the top off to
cat it for breakfast. 1 know no other bir;{ whose eggs are similarly marked.

They are not delicate and will live quite happily on canary seed and millet,
with millet sprays and greenfoods, and ¢ 1ey can also be given a few mealworms
or gentles twice a week or so,
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(Estrilda subflava subflava)

HIS any bird, which 15 much the smallest of the commonly imported
Wazxhills, 1s also one of the prettiest.  The male is brownish-olive above,
with the breast orange and the centre of the belly deep reddish-orange. The
sides are minutely barred with very dark ircy stripes, and the throat is greyish-
white. There is a red stripe just above the eye and the beak is also red.  The
female is similar, but her breast and belly arc pale yellow and there is no red
stripe above the eye.  The bird’s total length is slightly less than 3} inches.

The typical, smallest, most brightly-coloured race comes from West
Africa, the South African race (E. clarkei) being larger and less beautiful, as the
breast colour is not nearly so vivid.  In a wild state Golden-breasted Waxbills
are said to be partial to marshy country, where they live in small Aocks.

Apparently they alone, as far as | know, among the Waxbills have evolved
a mlsiﬁlc labour-saving plan of never building a nest of their own, but merely
taking possession of a deserted Weaver's nest to which they add a warm lining
of feathers and other soft materials as a cradle for their minute white eggs.

I think I am night in saying that r.h?r have been successfully bred in confine-
ment many times.  If any n% my readers should feel inclined to attempt this,
it would seem advisable to provide the birds with some sort of ready-made
nest as closely resembling a Weaver's as possible, They rl'lirzht. of course,
take to an ordinary wooden Finch nest box, but if not I should certainly oy
them with something more natural.

Golden-breasted, despite their smallness and delicate fragile appearance,
are actually a good dcnrrasicr to acclimatise than some of the larger more
robust-looking Waxhills and once acclimansed they are remarkably hardy and
need no artificial heat in winter.  They are extremely simple to feed, needing
only millet and greenfood, though they sometimes eat very small canary seed.

As a boy I kept them in an outdoor aviary with a small flight attached, and
under such conditions they soon become tame and steady and were scen to
perfection.  Since then 1 have had pairs in a ruﬂl'l'?‘ planted garden aviary, but
I would not recommend this way of keeping them—at any rate from the
owner's point of view—for they are so small and unobtrusive and so addicted
to hopping about among the grass, that one hardly ever sees them. [ think
very small birds are all disappointing in a large natural aviary and give it, unless
one looks very closely, an uninhabited appearance. To my mind the ideal-
sized bird for such an aviary is anything between a Shama and a Royal Starling,
the latter being particularly magnificent.

If caged, Golden-breasts should be fig'm:u a flight cage of the box or semi-
box type, and once a week or so should be provided with a piece of turf to
peck about in.  As a tit-bit they would probably appreciate greenfly or if
you happen to come across an ant’s nest, some live ant cocoons.

I have tricd them at liberty but, of all the Waxbills, they are about the
worst stayers, usually making off never to be seen again as soon as liberated.
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(Poephila gouldiae)

THE famous naturalist John Gould called these gorgeous little birds in honour
of his wife, otherwise they might appropriately have been named Many-
coloured Finches, clad as they are in green, blue, yellow, red, purple, black
and white.

The male has the wings and upper surface grass n; the rump sky blue
and the tail black with thﬁ:w:n ccmrP:l fe:the:si]rnn E:ﬁ and t:.pﬂi:l[;' m}ra fine
point. The face-mask is brilliant blood red and chin and a patch on the
throat velvety black. The face-mask is narrowly bordered with black, behind
which is another border of peacock blue which merges into the grass green of
the upper surface.

c ui}pcr breast is rich erocus purple and the lower breast and belly clear
crocus yellow with an orange tinge where it meets the purple of the upper
breast. The under tail-coverts anﬁ the area round the vent are white. The
beak is whitish-pink tipped with crimson and the legs are flesh pink.

The female has all her colours duller and less sharply ted, her upper
breast being mauve and her lower breast pale lemon vyellow. They vary
greatly as to the colour of the face mask, this being in some hens mainly red
and in others mainly black with a few red feathers.  Young Gouldians give
no hint of their future glories and are very unpretentious little grey-green birds.

The Gouldian is unique among Finches in that there are three distinet
varietics; the Red-Headed, the Black-headed, and the Yellow-headed. Of
these the Black-headed is the commonest; the Red-headed (deseribed above)
the most beautiful; and the Yellow-headed much the rarest.

All are alike except that the Black-headed has the face mask entirely jet
black, this being replaced by orange in the Yellow-headed varicty. The latter
is misleadingly named. 1 have several pairs of this rare variety, and the heads
of the males are not a true yellow such as that of a primrose, but what 1 would
call a slightly awny orange colour, quite distinct from the blood-red of a
Red-headed Gouldian,

Few birds have their colours so sharply separated as are the purple and
yellow areas of a male Gouldian's breast, and it 1s doubtless this which prompts
the remark 1 have so often heard in connection with these Finches, namely,
" they don't look real, somehow.” And it is also this that makes some of the
Gouldian illustrations so misleading, as the artist, in a misguided attempt to
improve upon nature, has merged the purple into the yellow with no sharp
dividing line.

The Black-headed is the dominant Gouldian, and my experience has been
that while Black-headed pairs usually breed true, Red-headed pairs sometimes
throw a proportion of Black-headed youngsters.

Gouldian Finches inhabit tropical northern Australia, sometimes in very
dry arcas, which necessitates their flying considerable distances to drink at the
nearest waterholes, which they do at dusk. In their own country they are

18
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also known as the I"1,1r|31|:—l&rcas[mj Finch and the Painted Finch, which latter
name must cause considerable confusion with the real Painted Finch (Emblema
picta)—also a native of Australia.

Gouldian Finches with their incredibly brilliant and exotic appearance
must have made many converts to aviculture, and they must be afnms{ the
first foreign birds 1 ever saw, as my grandfather, Jeffery Whitchead, always
kept some in a very lﬂrgl: cage in his conservatory. Later on there was a
stuffed specimen which we used to sketch in the studio at Charterhouse, and
| can remember as 1 sketched it thinking to myselt: ™ One 1:1.11; I muest have
Gouldians,” and not long afterwards 1 aci:icvcr.l my ambition.

It is not surprising that Gouldians are among the most opular of all cage
and aviary l'rin[:a, because, unlike some brilliantly-coloured birds such as the
gorgeous Calliste Tanagers, they are hardly more difficult to carer for than
Zebra Finches. They will live well, and might possibly breed in, a large
flight cage, but they are seen at their best when a number are kept together in
an outdoor aviary, and to see several hundred sitting together in bright sunlight
as we do in our acclimatising aviaries at the Keston Foreign Bird Farm is an
unforgettable sight.

I have kept Gouldians in both cages and aviarics, and on one occasion just
before the war had great success in breeding them. A number of pairs arrived
from Australia in the spring, and as some were obviously stll in breeding
condition, 1 put five pairs in an outdoor aviary about 15 teet long by 7 feet
high by 4 feet wide facing due south.

I provided them with plenty of wooden Finch nest boxes inside which they
made rather rudimentary nests, chiefly of hay. Numerous young ones were

The Golden-breasted Waxbill, one of the most beautiful of the Waxbills
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reared and they went right on into the autumn. It was after 1 had provided
them with a lamp in the shelter (for the sake of the young still in the nest) that
the most spectacular brood was fledged—nine young ones in all, successfully
reared in a single nest.  Although one was a runt and died shortly afterwards,
the remaining eight were all perfect specimens.

Generally speaking, however, the difficulty in breeding Gouldians is thar,
like Brown’s and Hooded Parrakeets which also come from tropical Northern
Australia, they tend to moult during the summer and come into breeding con-
dition about August or September when the days are starting to draw in.

In the spring of 1951 I received five pairs of imported Red-headeds. At
first they were caged in a warm room, and the weather being so wretchedly
cold and gloomy, I had to wait for some time before there came a spell of
suitably warm and sunny weather in which to transfer them into an outdoor
aviary. Two pairs quickly went to nest, but the other three soon started to
moult.

By the time the two nesting pairs were laying, the weather had turned very
cold again, which perhaps accounts for the fact that most of the eggs were
infertile, only a single young one being hatched and reared in each nest. Since
then I have bred them regularly each season.

Gouldians are the simplest of birds to feed, and as 1 had no millet sprays
at the time, these young ones were reared on nothing but white and small
brown millet, canary seed and a certain amount of flowering ryegrass. Actually
so easy are they in this respect that I believe they would rear young on canary
sced alone with a minimum of greenfood. It is best, however, to give them
canary and the two millets, as well as millet sprays and flowering rye grass and

oa annua grass, but extras such as soft food, etc., are unnecessary. They are
E:md of granulated charcoal which is very good for them.

Young Gouldians have a small cluster of phosphorescent nodules on each
side of the base of the beak, and as these glow brightly in the darkness of the
nest they are probably a rather marvellous provision of nature to enable the
parents to know exactly where to put the food, though, if this is the case, it
seems rather unfair that most other nestlings, which are hatched and reared
in dark places should not also be provided with such convenient head-lamps.
These nodules are still clearly visible when the young fledge, but shortly after-
wards disappear.

Gouldians have no song worthy of the name. They have a weak, sibilant
" Swee . . . swee . .. swee" frequently uttered, the song itself consisting
of a scarcely audible gargling sound. A cock Guuidim'suiispla}r consists of
first turning sideways to face the hen sitting beside him. He then cleans his
beak busily several times on the perch; keeps his head lowered and uivering
for a moment or two; then, suddenly drawing himself up to his full heighe,
throws out his chest, and, still facing the hen, starts to ** sing.”

These lovely birds have Frcqu:n%ly been bred in confinement in this country,
but the aviculturist who, more than any other, has concentrated upon breedin
this species—and very successfully too—is Mr. P. W, Teague, who has 'iJrcE
them for years, and to several generations aviary-bred.

| he:u-g once of someone who was su to have succeeded in breeding
a pure white Gouldian Finch, and thnugl:l 1 have no desire to be discourtecus
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to this gentleman (if he really exists) I can't help feeling he might have devoted

his energies to a better cause, for, to my mind, breeding a white Gouldian

would be on a par with trying to bleach an opal in order to have the satisfaction

i::l;' saying ** Here it is—pure white—without a single one of its glowing colours
t!

Gouldians are moderately hardy, in so far as they can, in a very mild season,
be wintered out of doors in an aviary in a sheltered, south-facing situation,
which has a really dry cosy wooden shelter (preferably double-wooded) into
which they can be shut r:aci: night during the winter months, but this is apt to
be a case of the survival of the fittest and personally I recommend some arrificial
heat during very cold spells.

In the spring it is advisable not to keep them waiting too long for their nest
boxes, as otherwise they may start moulting, and this 15 another reason why a
well-protected, south-facing aviary is so important for them.

They are rather prone to foot troubles if given nothing but hard, unyielding

rches to sit on. It i1s therefore important—whether they are caged or

ept in aviaries—to provide them with resilient twiggy branches, as it will

usually be found that it 1s on the thinnest of these (about the size of an average
knitting needle), that they choose to roost at night.

(Stictospiza formosa)

THIS very pretty little Waxhill is not just a green edinon of the better-
known Red Avadavat as | remember supposing it would be when I firse
took up bird keeping. Indeed, no two birds could be less alike.

The male Green Avadavat is olive-green above with an almost black tail.
The throat is greyish-yellow gradually deepening into rich yellow on the
breast and abdomen. The sides of the body are strikingly and evenly barred
with black on a white background, while the legs are greyish-pink and the
beak red. Length is rather over 4 inches.  The female is duller than the male,
with the underparts whitsh-yellow, the black and white stripes on the sides
being much less elear-cut and distinct.

They inhabit a wide belt across Central India where they are known as the
Green Munia. Preferring well-watered districts which provide a rank growth
of tall coarse grasses, they are common in such localities and can be flushed
in large flocks. They are said to be of a rather tame disposition and therefore
casily captured, being popular cage birds in India. Importations into this
country appear to have been made as long ago as 1860, and they were probably
known as cage birds in Germany some years earlier.

Green Avadavats make charming aviary birds and will also live well in a
large flight cage. They feed mainly on white and Indian millet and should
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be given any greenfoods they will eat, such as groundsel, chickweed and
fowering grasses,

Like most Waxbills, they are so diminutive that one sees very little of them
in a large planted aviary, though it is under such semi-natural conditions that
there wnuﬁl be the likeliest chance of breeding them. Then, would be
able to capure for themselves some of the live insects needed when rearin
young ones, though it would be advisable to supply a few gentles, small meal-
worms and, if possible, live ant pupa as well.

So very small and defenceless are they, that it is best to keep them among a
collection of other Waxbills and never with any birds likely to prove aggressive.
I have never tried Green Avadavats in a planted aviary for the winter, but
are q]t;iuc hardy and need no artificial heat if the aviary has a comfortable shelter
in which they can be shut each night.

Green C;ﬂrd,fﬂﬂf

{Gubernatrix cristata)

T] 1E Green Cardinal, so very unlike the others in colour, has the advantage
of being the easiest of the family to breed in confinement. 1 never kept
chem before the war, as they always struck me as being just what a foreign
bird ought net to be in appearance, that is to say, not ncarﬁr as brightly coloured
as many of our native birds.  For instance, if | had to choose between a Green
Cardinal and our own Greenfinch, 1 think for colour | would choose the latter.

The male Cardinal is a rather sombre green with the throat and cheeks
greenish-yellow, the breast yellowish-green, and a black bib and crest. The
hen 1s similar except that the various shades of n are shightly darker and
rather browner than in the cock with touches of grey. They come from the
Argentine.

I have seen the cock bird described as having a brilliant yellow breast, but
if such specimens exist 1 have yet to see one, | have also seen them described
as gnn-d songsters, but again | can only say that if there are good songsters
among them I have yet to hear one. In fact 1 think the merits of all the
Cardinals as song birds have been greatly exaggerated, and why on earth the
Virginian Cardinal with its monotonous “ Chec-ow, chow-chow-chow-
chow " repeated with wearisome persistency should have had the alternative
name of Virginian Nightingale bestowed upon it, 1 simply cannot imagine.

1 once had a pair of Green Cardinals in a large planted aviary fairly close to
my bedroom wmndow, and regularly every moming as soon as it started to
get light, the male Cardinal reiterated, with maddening persistency, the
rather uninteresting information that * Your cream jug, cream jug, cream jug
issall . . . your cream jug, cream. . . "

Many a time in the small hours I listened to this monotonous chant hoping
it might become a sustained and melodious song, but it never did and so |






The Green Cardinal is less brightly coloured than other Cardinals, but s easier to breed

The Orange Weaver i3 readily obtalnable and is one of the most brilliantly esloured of all
the Weavers Mo birds are more showy in a 1.1r=:- aviary



The Lavender Finch and the Cuban Finch - one from the Old Waorld, the other from
thie Mew-have always been great favourites, Cubans are excellent stayers at liberty

The Tri-coloured Mannikin frem India and Yellow-rumped fram Australia. They
are both easily catered far in cage ar aviary
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don’t think the Green Cardinal (or at any rate my specimens) can be counted
among the world's best songsters.  In fact 1 had quite decided to move them
into an aviary further from the house when I discovered they already showed
signs of going to nest.

For some time, they had had two half open-fronted nest boxes, one hun,
outside and the other in the shelter, but as these did not seem to appeal [ mana,
to find them a last year's Blackbird’s nest.  This I fixed in some forked branc
and nailed up in a sheltered corner of the aviary, and they took an interest in
it at once.

When they came into breeding condition the cock showed signs of be-
coming rather aggressive, but the aviary was a large one and his companions—
mostly Weavers—were well able to take care of themselves. However,
although apparently in breeding condition, they made no serious attempt to
go to nest, and I subsequently parted with them.

These Cardinals should be fed on a seed mixture consisting of canary,
millet, and sunflower with a litde hemp, and the vsual greenfoods.  They are
very fond of apple and should also be given a small daily allowance of two or
three mealworms each, though in summer in a fair sized planted aviary out of
doors they will capture enough live food for themselves. But of course it
will have to be supplemented if they breed.

When they have young to feed 1 should give them as extras, bread and milk,
biscuit meal made crumbly moist and mixed with hard-boiled egg, and as
great a variety of insects as p-ussihlq:. I should, however, strictly ration meal-
worms, otherwise the parents will become over-stimulated and throw the young
ones out in their desire to nest again. 1 think a safe and casily-obtained live
food to offer them would be cleaned gentles.

I have seen it stated that they are less hardy than the other Cardinals, but
1 have never found them at all delicate and have wintered them successfully
i an unheated outdoor aviary.

g;-een .S:'ugl'ng i'ru:‘

(Serinus mozambicus)

LTHOUGH handsomer than its relative the Grey Singing Finch, this lietle

bird is not such a fine songster. The male has the crown, mantle and

back darkish green, each feather having a very dark central streak.  The wings

and tail are blackish, some of the feathers being bordered with pale yellow.

An elliptical black patch encloses the eye, there being a yellow streak both above

and below i, the Elttr:r being black at its lower edge. The rump, throat and

all the underparts are lemon yellow, palest on the abdomen, and some of the
rump feathers have dusky edges. Length is rather over 4 inches.

The hen's colouring is ra duller, the green parts of the Elunu e having

a more brownish tinge, and the yellow parts being considerably paler.  The
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The Sulphur-coloured Seedeater is one of the numerous ﬁmil; of Serins. It Is related
to the 5t. Helena Seedeater and also to the Grey and the Green Singing Finches

chief difference, however, is that her throat instead of being pure yellow is
marked with brownish spots.

They inhabit East mé"? West Africa and are very common in a wild state.

Green Singing Finches have always been among the best-known of cage
and aviary birds, and in the past must have been imported by the thousand.
They were very cheap to buy, which is doubtless why they are among the first
birds that many of us can remember keeping.

Like most of the Serins it has quite a glming song, but with little of the
astonishing volume and variety of melody that issues from the tiny throat of its
even more diminutive grey cousin. It is, however, a most industrious singer,
particularly when courting its hen or fighting with a rival male.

The former is a very vigorous process indeed, the lady being tirelessly
pursued and | think * sung at ™ is a better description than * sung to,” just as
you can talk to or at a person! 1 have kept single male Green Singing Finches
i a planted aviary among other birds and 1 once tried two in the same en-
closure, but they fought so incessantly that eventually 1 removed one of them.

1 have never attempted to breed these birds, or to keep them in anything
but an aviary. They will, however, live well in a cage of even quite moderate
dimensions, but if it is proposed to attempt breeding in a cage, this should be
as roomy as possible, because of the excitable disposition of the breeding cock.

Failing a natural nesting site such as they would find in a planted aviary,
an open wire nest box or best of all a wicker Hartz Mountain Canary travelling
cage would probably suit them best.  They might even take to the ordinary
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canary nesting pan, but I should think the chances of this would be greater if
some old nest, such as that of a Chaffinch, were put into it.

If they got so far as hatching youngsters, in addition to the normal canary
seed, millet and the usual greenfoods, I should give them plenty of millet
spray, as well as biscuit meal made crumbly moist and hard-boiled egg put

ough a sieve.  In fact much the same diet as one gives to breeding Canaries.
Green Singing Finches are perfectly hardy and need no artificial heat in winter.

The St1. HELENA SEEDEATER [S._!‘Kwiprurﬂ'ﬂ resembles the Green Singing Finch
but is considerably larger, and has the yellow parts of the plumage brighter and
deeper. The hen is greyer. They inhabit the Western districts of South
Africa and used to be freely imported, but now, since all South African birds
are protected, they hardly ever come over.  They are good surLan:rs.

The SuLPHUR-COLOURED SEEDEATER (S. sulphuramis) is like the St. Helena,
but is considerably larger and more stoutly-built. It is olive-green above and
on the sides of the nccﬁ. and on the upper breast.  The hen is duller, her green
being more tnged with grey. It has a massive rather Bullfinch-like beak but
15 not wsually aggressive. They are found in South and East Africa, where
they are known as the Bully Seedeater. They have a brief song.

The Grev-necKED SErN or * Care Canany ™ (S, canicollis) 15 also a stoutly-
buile bird and a rather dullcoloured one. It is yellow below and grey unged
with green above, and the nape and sides of t.{u: neck are grey. hen's
yellow underparts are duller.

Found in South Africa, they have the Starling’s habit of collecting in vast
numbers to roost in a |.ur-:il.'u|);r tree or group of bushes. They sing quite
nicely, and are usually peaceable in mixed company when not breeding.

gmwt juu'n dpnf

{ Mandingoa nitidula)

THE Twinspots are attractive hittle birds, but are not often imported. In
this species the male is olive-green with some reddish-orange above and
below the cye and round the beak, the throat being rccn.ish—ycliuw and the
rump nrm]gc-buﬁ‘. The breast and abdomen are black dotted with small
white spots.

The female is similar but the reddish-orange facial area is buffish-yellow and
her colouring generally is rather duller.

Distribution: From Natal to Kenya Colony.

In the wild state the Green Twinspot is mici' to be main]y a forest bird, but
to come out to feed on grass seeds.  Little has been recorded about its habits,

This very small bird is quite attractive, but after reading a descripton of its
plumage, its appearance is somechow rather disappointing. Moreover, it is
extremely delicate, at any rate when first imported.
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(Euplectes orix orix)

HIS is one of the best known and most beautiful of the Weavers, being
much like its even better-known relative the Orange Weaver in colour,
though the Grenadier is decidedly the larger and stronger bird of the two.

The females at all dmes, and the males when out of colour, are insignificant
little brown birds that no one would look at twice.  Yet when the males come
into colour they are, for sheer brilliance, very hard to beat. While the tail,
wings and upper half of the mantle remain brown the whole of the rest of the
bird has the appearance of being clothed in deep black and fiery orange velvet.
The illusion an:'clvct rather than feathers is particularly striking in the black
parts of the plumage, which include the face mask and most of the breast.

Caged specimens in this country usually moult out black and orange, but
I have seen Erc:ii straight from South Africa in full colour in which the orange
has been replaced by a real fiery vermilion red. Unfortunately they seldom
quite regain this red after moulting in confinement.

Some | had had for two years, however, came into colour in spring with the
red very nearly if not quite as brilliant as it was when they were i importation
plumage. Doubtless, this was because their diet in a large planted aviary was
more varied than it would have been in a cage.  They probably ate a few
insects, and I also saw them partaking of the egg and bread and milk given as a
rearing food for a pair of Bullfinches with young in the nest, as well as picking
over the morning feed of house scraps prmridcf for some Amherst pheasants
sharing the aviary.

By this I do not mean to imply, of course, that they cannot live on seed
alone. On the contrary they are among the easiest of birds to cater for, and
will live for years in perfect health on canary, millet and the usual greenfoods,
but I do Lh.ill{ that greater variety in their food probably helps to maintain the
richness of their colouring.

The Grenadier Weaver is a very common bird in the South and East, though
less so in the West of Southern Africa. Being highly gregarious it is found
in large Hocks nesting among reed beds, using strips torn from the reeds with
which to weave its nest. In a wild state it feeds chiefly on grain but is said
occasionally to eat msects as well.

I always think it is difficult to realise that many of the beautiful creatures
we treasure so much in our aviaries are often regarded as a pest and a menace in
their own country, and the Grenadier Weaver is a case in point. Lovely as
a large flock of them must look, one cannot help sympathising with the
farmers in such districts as Cape Province and the Transvaal whose ficlds of
ripening grain are regularly raided by vast hordes of these destructive birds.

In an aviary, however, they are c{urming and a number of males in colour
make a wonderful show in the greenery of a naturally planted aviary.

Their " song ™ consists of harsh grating, buzzing, crackling and sizzling
sounds uttered almost continually during tlEt: breeding season. Occasionallv

af
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they have a rest, and you will see a male sitting quite happily relaxed, when
suddenly he will seem impelled to draw himself up and nﬂJ::ut his feathers until
he looks like an animated ball. Then, swaying gently from side to side he
gives vent to his strange unmusical song.

Each cock jealously guards the vicanity of the nest he is engaged in making,
and if another male comes near the two will instantly set at cach other beak to
beak with their hackles raised like miniature fighting cocks. Much buzzing,
sizzling, sparring and feinting at each other will ensue, but they usually break
away after a few moments, the intruder returning to his own nest without
having so much as lost a feather.

One of the most interesting and fascinating things about these Weavers
is the wonderful nests they build. These really are woven, for the hen inside
the partly constructed nest, so far as one can see (for they seem shy of weaving
while being watched), pushes the strip of grass out to the cock who crosses it
over another piece before returning it to the hen, and so on.

I have only a number of unmated males at the moment so they merely
indulge in a certain amount of desultory weaving of uncompleted nests, but
when I was a boy I very nearly succeeded in breeding Grenadier Weavers.

The pair had a moderate-sized aviary to themselves with a grass floor, but
without any growing bushes, and they suspended their nest from between two
fairly stout twigs of a nailed-up branch. Normally the nest is constructed of
strips the birds tear from reeds or the leaves of palm trees by the ingenious
method of biting off at the base of the leaf a piece of the required width,
and then flying away with the bitten off end, so tearing off a neat strip the full
length of tgc leaf.

I supplied my pair with the longest blades of grass I could find, and also
strips of Eass, which they took to and used at once.

The nest was shaped like a small vegetable marrow, and although so thin
at the lower end that you could see the eggs through it, was nevertheless in-
credibly tough and strong.  The entrance hole was at the side, close to the o
which, in contrast to the bottom, was of thickly matted construction, thic
enough I should imagine to keep out both sun and rain.  Then, most wondertul
of all, projecting above the entrance hole was a perfectly constructed semi-
circular porch, admirably designed to prevent the rain driving in.

Eventually two young ones were hatched, and as far as | can remember
(for this all took place over thirty years ago!), lived for about a week, but
meanwhile the cock was becommg more and more restless and anxious to go
to nest again. Finally he pulled the bottom off the nest, the young ones falling
out into the long grass where they were found dead, as the tragedy was not
discovered unul the following morning,

Grenadier Weavers are admirable for a mixed collection of birds of roughly
their own size and strength, but though it is truc that their bark is worse than
their bite, they should not be put with weaker companions.

The Crimson-crownen Weaver or Bisnor (E. hordeacea) is very like the
Grenadier, the chief differences being that the crown of the head is orange-red
instead of black, and the Grenadier is slightly smaller. It inhabits North-East
and West Africa, and is less often imported than the Orange and Grenadier
Weavers, but it should be treated in the same way and is equally beautiful.



gmy .S:'ng:'ng 3Enc£
(Serinus leucopygius)

HIS tiny Finch is chiefly remarkable for the dullness of its plumage and the
. brilliance of its song, which like that of our native Wren is out of all
proportion to its size.

In appearance it has little to recommend it to the lover of foreign birds,
who usually and understandably demands first and foremost that an exotic bird
should look exotic, instead of being, as in the case of this bird, no more brightly
coloured than a Hedge Sparrow.

The Grey Singing Finch is merely Ifm]t: y, streaked and marked with
darker grey and brownish-grey, and with the E:wr breast, rump and abdomen
white. In appearance there is little difference berween the male and female,
and the only sure way to sex them is to wait until they come into breeding
condition and the mcl‘{a start to sing,

They inhabit equatorial and North-Eastern Africa, and, according to Dr.
Rouss, the well-known German aviculturist of the last cen , they were not
mtroduced to aviculture under their proper name until 1868, having for a time
been sold in large numbers as female Combassous !

Despite their drab appearance Grey Singing Finches are well worth keeping
for their song alone. 1 have seldom been without them as I know of few
lovelier or more joyous sounds than the continuous cascade of lark-like notes
which pours forth so powerfully and unexpectedly from this tiny grey bird.

A single male in an aviary will sing well enough, but even better if he has a
wug»lc of male companions. The trio will sometimes indulge in mock
battles in mid-air, meanwhile pouring forth a perfect frenzy of melody. At
such times a few feathers may fly, but soon all will be quiet again and the three
Erst;-'gilf_l sparring partners m:}r{t seen feeding peacefully together at the same
food dish,

Although Grey Singing Finches can safely be associated with such small
defenceless birds as Waxbhills out of the {:‘ccdi.ng season, it should be
remembered that their character alters considerably when they come into
breeding condition. Although they might not actually kill their weaker
companions, they would probably chivey them about and give them little
peace, so that at such times they are best either iven a separate aviary or kept
only with other birds fully capable of looking prr themselves.

Grey Singing Finches have been bred in confinement in this country on
several occasions, and the late Duke of Bedford had an interesting Grey Singing
Finch x Canary hybrid. It was about intermediate in size between its two
parents and rather attractively coloured in grey and yellow. As one would
expect from its joint inheritance, it was an exceptionally fine songster.

My first experience of Grey Singing Finches concerns a pair I had as a boy,
which, when breeding, became too aggressive to their s companions, and
were disposed of.  Since then I have fc t single male specimens in my planted
aviaries, where their really lovely song has been a delighe.

48
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Grey Singing Finches are very easy to feed on canary seed, millet and the
usual greenfoods, and despite their fragile appearance they are extremely hardy.

Incidentally, we have En:d Grey Singing Finch x Canary hybrids at Keston—
three cocks and one hen. They were charming and sprightdy litte birds,
the song of one of the cocks taking more after that of its canary parent, while
that of the other two was more lark-like interspersed with oceasional c;m-tl'r'
notes, Altogether | know of few more beautiful and—despite their small
size—powertul songsters than these hybrids. Very unexpectedly, one of the
cocks proved an excellent mimic, and imitated to perfection the song of a male
Pekin Robin in the same aviary.

_ijmﬂ'.gl an nﬁl :'nr:t(
-
(Carduelis carduelis caniceps)

A.THOUGH an attractive and vivacious aviary bird, the Himalayan
Goldfinch is not as beautiful as its British counterpart (C.C. britannica),

It is grey above, paler below, with black and white in the tail and wings,
and some vellow in the latter. There is a red * blaze ™ or face mask but it is
considerably smaller than in the British bird. In all other respects, such as
size, etc., it resembles the latter, but its note is rather more high-pitched.

Distribution: The Himalayas.

The Himalayan Goldfinch is perfectly hardy and requires the same diet as
the Britsh Goldfinch: a seed mixture ngcanar}r, rape, teasel, dandelion, maw
seed and a licle hemp, plus a plentiful supply of wild greenfoods, such as
flowering grasses, thistles, groundsel, chickweck, shepherd's purse, ete.

It is imported from time to time, but never at all treely.

;Mmﬂfﬂl an gﬁfﬂﬁﬂf‘.

(Carduelis spinoides)

HIS very attractive bird reminds one much more of a Goldfinch than of a
Grccnf?nch, both in colouring, and also in the slenderer shape of the beak,
compared with that of our own Greenfinch,

The male has a broad line above the eye, some markings on the side of the
head, a collar round the neck, and the rump and the whole of the under surface
bright yellow. The head is almost black and the mantle and back are greenish-
brown. The wings are dark brown varicgated with black, vellow and some
white. The tail is dark brown and vellow. The female resembles the male,
but her colouring is usually rather duller, Total length: 5 inches.
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The Himalayan Goldfinch is an attractive aviary bird but is less beautiful
than its British counterpart

It inhabits the Himalayas, breeding ar altitudes of from 4,000 to 9,000 fect,
and descending in winter to the foothills and plains below.

Mo written description quite does justice to the beauty of this Greenfinch
which, as it flits actively about in an aviary, gives the impression of a bird
predominantly yellow and black. Thus it is a far lovelier bird than our own
rather sombrely coloured Greenfinch, which is by no means always the case
with forcign editions of our native birds.

This Greenfineh requires the same diet as the Himalayan Goldfinch. It
is perfectly hardy and is in every way a most desirable aviary bird, but unfor-
rl.l:n:-tcl}‘ it is seldom im ported and is often difficult to ger.

.h#ood’ :!d’ .S:'Jéllﬂ

(Spinus cucullatus)

HE colour scheme of this tiny and most beautiful of the Siskins is guite
unlike that of other members of the family whose plumage is mainly
green, yellow, and black.
The male Hooded Siskin is b'." comparison n:;ﬂl}' exotc-looking, b""i"t-"
bright vermilion red with black head and wings and some black mnrtingx' on
the tail. The female is grey mingled with black on the wings and tail which



The Saffron Finch (left), is an old faveurite which, like the Lazuli Bunting (right),
can safely be kept with Budgerigars. The bright orange crown of the farmer’s
head is not seen here

Although the Green Singing Finch (right) is a good songster, it hardly compares
In this respect with its Grey relative {left). Both are very easy to keep and fead
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are also faintly tinged with red. She has some pink on the wing, and the
upper breast is tinged with red.

The Hooded Siskin comes from South America, another name for it being
the Venczuelan Red Siskin, The cocks are more often imported than the
hens—the reason for this being that male Hooded Siskins are much in demand
by canary fanciers for crossing purposes in order to produce a * Red ™ Canary.
Much has already been achieved m this direction for despite the disparity in
size between this tiny Siskin and even the smallest Canary, the first cross is
not particularly difficult to produce.

As 1 write | have a cock Hooded Siskin breeding with a hen Canary, but
what I really want o do is to obtain a hen and breed Hooded Siskins pure as
they are so beautiful that it would be nice to have a breeding stock of them.,

Hooded Siskins are delicate when first imported but reasonably hardy once
they have been properly acclimatized.  Although they will eat a certain amount
of canary, Niger sced seems absolueely essential for them and 1 have found
that they will not live long without it.  And it is also important to give them
plenty of greenfoods such as shepherd’s purse, chickweed and Howering
grass heads, a bundle of which should be supplied every day when available.

In an aviary these Siskins are charming and vivacious and the male is an
industrious and quite tuneful songster.

.gnd’:an manniéi ns

KEPT most of the usually-imported Indian Mannikins in my early

days as an aviculturist, not so much, 1 must confess, because they par-
ticularly appealed to me as because they were generally cheap to buy and could
be kept in a mixed collection.

Mannikins all lack the two attributes which appeal to me most in foreign
birds, namely, elegance of figure and exotic colouring. Moreover none of them
has anything that could by Iﬁm widest stretch of imagination be called a proper
song. To my mind a really lovely song compensates for a great deal in the
way of drabness of appearance, and for this reason the very small and colourless
Grey Singing Finch has always been a great favourite of mine. But then it
has, in addition to its song, a trim and sprightly lictle igure.

The Mannikins all have thick-set, stocky bodies and heavy beaks and legs,
which combine to give them a somewhat clumsy appearance. They are,
however, terrific bathers, and if properly housed and cared for always keep
their plumage sleck and in the most perfect trim, Even under the adverse
conditions of over-crowded dealers’ cages they stll somehow manage to
appear well-groomed.

They are perfectly hardy and may be kept in eicher cage or aviary, and no
birds are easier to cater for, as they require nothing but canary, millet and
greenfood.  They are very fond of millet sprays, but can do without them.

.l
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As a nesting site | should offer them either a wooden box with a hole in the
side or with the top half left open. They would not require any extras in
the way of diet while rearing young, but it would be as well to keep them
supplicd with millet sprays.

This brief note on the Mannikin family is intended to preface my descrip-
tions of the Asiatic species as they are the most numerous, and with the excep-
tion of the African Bronze-winged Mannikin (Spermestes encullatus), the most
often imported.  The sexes in Mannikins are very much alike.

Tm-corouren ManNIEIN (Lonchura malacca malacea). Head, throat and
upper breast jet black; back, wings and tail, chocolate brown; underparts

Also known as the
White-headed Mun, the
‘White-headed Mannikin
is in addition some-
times called the " Maja
Finch," It really differs
from the popular Black-
headed Mun or ""Choco-
late Mannikin * enly in
having a white instead
of a black head. It is
very easy to keep

white, exceprt for the centre of the belly, thighs, and under tail-coverts which
are black. Length about 45 inches. Habitat: India, extending South to Ceylon.

Brack-neanen Manwikin (Lonchura malacea atricapilla).  Chocolate-brown ;
head, throat, upper breast, centre of abdomen, andp under tail-coverts are jet
black. Length about 4% inches, Habitat: India, Burma and Malaya.

Wirre-neapen Massms (Lovchura maja maja).  Chocolate-brown, lightest
on the back and wings, richest on the tail, and darkest on the under surface, the
undertail-coverts and centre of the belly being almost black. Head, cheeks
and throat white, merging into buffish on the nape and upper breast. Length
about 4} inches. Haﬁim: Malaya. There is another variety of this bird
known as the Javan White-headed Mannikin (Lonchura maja ferruginosa) which
has a black bib in the throat and upper breast. It is very rarely imported.



The Spice Bird belongs
toe the extensive
Lonchura  genus  and
there are various sub-
species, It has always
been a popular bird for
cage or aviary and is
often called the Mutmeg
Finch. It is quite hardy
and simple to feed

Sometimes known as
the ** lavan Maja,” the
Javan White-headed
Mannikin Is very like
the White-headed Man-
nikin except that there
is no white on the
throat and it is not
nearly so often im-
ported as its better
known relative. Re-
quires the same treat-
ment in canfinement
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STRIATED Frvce (Lonchnra striata striata),  Brown, merging mto blackish on
the head, throat, upper breast and belly.  Breast, lower back and rump, white;
upper tail-coverts icrtnwn: tail black and rather pomnted. Length about
4E inches. Habitat: India and Ceylon.

SHARP-TAILED Fincn (Lonchura striata acwticauda). Much like the striated,
with more brown and less black in the plumage and a more sharply pointed tail.
B.ather smaller, about 43 inches long. Habitat: India, Burma, M aya.

Seice Biro (Lonchura punctulata punctulata). Chocolate-brown, darkest on
the head and upper breast. The feathers of the unde give a scalloped
effect, being brown at the base, then whitish-buff, followed by a darker nigger-
brown border. Length about 4§ inches. Habitat; India and Ceylon.

I have dealt separately with th:_]avn Sparrow as it is quite unlike the Mumnias,
and also with the Bengalese which is not a true species at all but a domesticated
fertile hybrid. Furthermore, both of these have colour varieties.

Indian  Silverbill

(Euodice malabarica malabarica)

THE Indian Silverbill resembles its African counterpart, except that it is a
uniform more or less chocolate-brown above :mcF'1 has the rump and tail-
coverts white. It is perhaps, if anything, the handsomer bird of the two and
difficult to sex. It inmbits India and Ceylon.

It is curious that this small Finch should share with the Ringneck Parrakect
the distinction of having two races so very much alike yet coming from
separate continents so far apart as Africa and India.

All T have said about the African species applies equally to the Indian
Silverbill.

jnt{fgo ﬂgmﬁng

(Passerina cyanea)

I SHOULD hardly call this lovely Bunting's particular shade of blue indigo.
The male has the head, breast, lower back and upper tail-coverts deep brilliant
gentian-blue, tinged with rich violet about the head. The il is blackish,
and the wing feathers dark brown, bluish on the outer webs.  The rest of the
plumage is blue with a greenish gloss, and when the bird is in breeding con-
dition the whole plumage has a very ]uﬁ_ll: sheen on it.

The female is mainly brown, with the shoulders, outer webs of the flighs,
and the rump feathers tinged with blue. The lower parts are a pale buff
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An Indian Silverbill and a Striated Finch, the first being more often imported

lightly streaked with brownish-buff. The males go into eclipse plumage
at the autumn moult, and during the winter resemble the females.

Indigo Bunangs inhabit the Eastern United States, and build their cup-
shaped nests in hr.-..lgvs and low bushes. The species is migratory.

This very beaunful hittle bird is, with the Nonpareil, much the most freely-
imported member of the family, and for that reason has probably ceased to be
valued at quite its true worth.  One can casily imagine into what transports of
admiration aviculturists would go if it were an extreme rarity being exhibived
for the first ime on the show bench.

Although I have seldom been without these Buntings since | was a school-
boy, familiarity has by no means bred contempt, and I can sall think of few
lovelier sights than a male Indigo in breeding condition sitting in the sun and
shining like a picce of glossy decp blue silk against a background of living
greenery., )

I have never tried to breed these birds, having kept only cocks for their
lovely flash of blue in a planted aviary., However, Ir.i'u_-}r have been bred in
confinement and have also been crossed with a Canary, though the hybrid
thus produced is said to have been disappointing. 1 can quite imagine it would
be, since one parent being blue and the other yellow the eros would presumably
be green, rather 1 should think, like a wild Canary.

Indigo Buntings, while their staple diet should consist of canary, millet and
greenfood, appreciate at all times an occasional mealworm and become highly
insectivorous when rearing young. It is hopeless, therefore, to expect them o
rear their brood on sced and greenfood alone. A continuous and varied supply
of live food must be maintained until the young are fledged and for a short time
afterwards; they may be offered a mixture of hard-boiled egg and breaderumbs,
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Pileated Finches are very smart little birds with their grey general plumage
enlivened by a small bright red crest. Their close relative the Red-crested
Finch has the whole plumage red. Both come from South America

As Buntings go, they are usvally amiable with other birds and are therefore
good subjects for a mixed collection of bachelors.  Among other birds in my
pl;mtn{ -1v1'.ir1_v I had at one time several male Buntings, three Rainbows, two
Indigos, and two Lazulines.  While I found that the Indigos did not molest the
other Buntings, they had, despite the fact that no females were present, such
perpetual squabbles with each other that | had to remove one of them.

I think, however, that this may have been partly my fault as one of them
had been in the aviary for a year, before the other, also in full colour, was
introduced. Previously [ did not have this trouble, ]_‘li‘n"..';id{;d the two male
Indigos had been put into the aviary at the same time and when out of colour.

Generally speaking they are extremely hardy, particularly in a planted
aviary where J’i'}' manage to capture so many insects tor themselves during
the summer months.  Mine scorned the cosy wooden shelter and roosted out in
the evergreens all the year round.

If there are any losses these usually occur during the autumn moult or when
they are coming into colour in the spring, and it is interesting that the latter
process seems to be similar to that of the Weaver family. That is to say—at
any rate as far as my own observation goes—that no feathers are dropped
during the spring transformation, the brilliant colour apparently spreading
from the base to the tip of each feather. This I think may prove a certain
strain on the bird—hence their comparative delicacy at this period—particularly
if the spring is cold and sunless.

The male Indigo Bunting has a lively and pretty if not very varied song,
and he sings indefatigably during May, in the late afternoon and evening.
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Tue Crestep Fincues (Coryphospingus) are not far removed from the
Buntings, and are most attracove :u'n:{g usually peaceful aviary mhabitants.
The beautiful Red-crested Finch (C. cristatus) is reddish-brown above, vinous
below, with the tail brown, the rump red, and the carmine erest edged with
black. It is seldom imported. The commoner Pileated Finch (C. pileatis)
is dark grey above, paler below, with a black-edged carmine crest.  Both
come from South America and need the same feeding as Buntings.

jﬂl‘.’ A‘;iﬂﬂ ’;i m y t[ﬂA

(Drepanaplectes jacksoni)

HIS, the most rarely imported and also the most interesting of all the
Whydahs, is quite unlike any of its relatives in appearance. It is a very
striking and handsome bird, its actual body size being about that of a Giant
Whydah, though it is considerably plumper and more stockily buile. ~ Although
both species, when out of colour, are unpretentious-looking brown birds with
darker brown markings, the brown of Jackson's is of a warmer, more chestnut
shade than that of the Giant Whydah,

Again, their way of carrying themsclves when singing is entrely different.
The Giant Whydah draws himself up to his full height very haug‘ilt:ily. with
head well back and chest thrust out, whereas Jackson's, even when out of
colour, sings with his head and tail up and the centre of his back depressed.

Although Jackson's Whydah has been described as having only an apology
of a song, | should have said that it is a good deal less of an apology than, fg:
instance, the curious, asthmatical crackling sounds produced by the Giant
Whydah, which, with the apparently tremendous effort involved and extremely
meagre results obtained, reminds me of certain human songsters 1 have heard !

The song of Jackson's Whydah is not really a proper song—no Whydah's
is—but it can be heard from some distance away, which is more than can be
said of most of them. The song itself is a most extraordinary cacophony
of weird sounds uttered on a descending scale which almost defies description.

It starts with a noise like the shrill chirping of grasshoppers on a hot day,
and among the other sounds is one like a rattle.  The most amusing thing
is the actual preliminary to the song, which, being low-pitched, you can only
hear if you are able to get, as I can (one of my males being very tame) very
close to the bird. It sounds like: " a-room-a-cher . . . a-room-a-cher . . .
a-room-a~cher . . ."" and reminds me exactly of the rather tired noise made by
the self-starter of a car when the battery is running low! They * sing ™ a lot
even when out of colour.

When in colour, Jackson's Whydah is shiny black with buffish-cinnamon
shoulders and a very high gloss on the plumage, particularly the tail which is
unlike that of any other Whydah. T'Ec tail is curved in a semi-circle and
exactly resembles in miniature that of a domestic cock.
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The beak is curious.  From a distance it appears to be white, but if you
look at it close by, you will see that it is really black with a very pale greenish
white shield running along the top ridge of the upper mandible from base to tip.
Males and females are much aliEr “i:en out of colour, though hens are dis-
tnctly smaller and have less massive heads than cocks.

The species inhabits Africa where it is found on the shores of Lake Victoria,
and as it has such a comparatively limited range, the fact that it so seldom im-
ported is scm-ce!i,' to be wondered at.

One very pleasant characteristic of Jackson’s Whydahs is their tameness.
When you go close to their aviary they do not rush away but will sit and look
at you with interest for a few moments and then go on with whatever they
happened to be doing at the time. When 1 let two out of a catching box
into their aviary, they did not fly straight out of it as most birds do, but both
hopped out and sat on the open door of the cage, as 1 held it, quietl surveying
their new surroundings before flying off into the aviary, and such self-possessed
behaviour entitles them, I think, to be considered quite the most intelligent
member of the family to which they belong.

When in colour, Jackson’s Whydah has the most amusing and amazing
display. The male will make for himself a circular display ground of short

rass with a tuft of long grass in the centre about a foot or more high, in which
Ec rforms extraordinary antics. At one moment, with drooped wings,
head held back and erect hackles, he will suddenly rush menacingly at the tuft
of grass as though it were his bitterest enemy. Then, with all his feathers
puffed our, he will take a series of gigantic leaps, sometimes to the height of
3 feet or more, after which he will go and have a ** breather ™ in the nearest
bush, before once more resuming his fun and games,

I bave four Jackson's Whydahs at present, after many years of waiting, and
altogether 1 think they are the most entertaining and delightful of all the
Whydahs—as well as one of the most beautiful—and 1 only wish they were
maore often imported into this country.  Although so rarely obtainable they
they have, nevertheless, been bred in confinement m this country.

They are very easy to feed, requiring nothing but canary seed, millet and the
usual greenfoods.  Those 1 have also like hemp and sunflower, of which I

ive them a limited daily allowance, and a few mealworms occasionally are
Ecncﬁf_iﬂ. Mine also like an occasional small piece of bread soaked in
sweetened, watered milk.  They are just as hardy as the other Whydahs.

In conclusion, 1 think it only fair to warn any aviculturist who is fortunate
enough to obtain these otherwise charming Whydahs, that they have one fault
which is theirs alone and does not I think apply to any other member of the
family: They are terribly destructive to growing bushes in a planted aviary—
quite as much as, if not more so, than the larger Weavers, and the speed and
thoroughness with which they will denude even such mrmpuativj; tough
things as a Laurestinus of every leaf and shoot, has to be seen to be believed.

They can, of course, be kept in fight cages of sufficient size, but the ideal
way to house them is in a large aviary with a turfed floor and furnished with
plenty of nailed up branches. Mine made no attempt to denude the various
Cupressus in their aviary, so if living greenery is thought to be desirable, these
would be the best bushes to try.




Rarely imported and of very striking appearance, lackson's Whydah has,
perhaps, rather more character than the rest of its family




iemiin’s - ik
sgamedon 3 ~2irefench

(Lagonosticta jamesoni)

HIS 1s another of the rarely Impor ted Firefinches. The male is rosy=brown

.Ll'll.s'u.', the cheeks and under surface being ||,_5|1|: |'||:';L; with some white dots

on the sides The tail and centre of the abdomen are bla k. and the rump is
bright carmine The female is a paler edition of the male.

Distribution: Eastern South Afriea to the Zambezi

It is rather pretly coloured and requires the same diet and treatment as
the Common Firefinch.

l’ l
Ja (L] .._S!Ja rreoy

(Padda oryzivora)

A‘ THOUGH somewhat heavily built the Java Sparrow is, to my mind, a
beautiful bird. Not that it has any bright colours, but there is a
L e and \.II;I'-r:n'III:-_': charm about the immaculate P*'”-""'“"'“ of its P!I.Iltl-.l_l.[i'
which has an almost grape-like bloom upon it

The colour of both sexes is mainly a pearly dove—grey. The head and tail
are black and there is a laree white patch on the cheeks. The grey of the
lower breast has a slightly mauvish tinge, and the belly and under tail-coverts
arc 'n'-'h'll'l.' [.]'Ii' ]x"_’k and the massive |11-_|k_ are l.:r.1|.P;|]L ,.|]L|_ |;|:.;- cyes are
surrounded by a crcle of tiny red feathers. It is about the same size as 2 Gold-
finch, but with a rather stockier body and shorter and more pointed tail.

MNormally Java Sparrows are by no means easy birds to sex, bur when they
come into breeding condition this is not so difficult as the base of the cock’s
npper mandible becomes a much decper and more brilliant pink. It also has
the appearance of being slightly swollen.  An attractive race has been evolved
in conhinement, which 1s entirely snow-white with the coral-pink legs and beak
of the normal form

Java Sparrows, which are also known as Rice or I’MH_& Birds, HFII.:H:.'.”-_\-
inhabited Java, Malacea, and Sumatra, but they have been introduced into other
tropical countries and islands, where they have thriven amazingly. 1 should
have []"""’Iil‘[- however, that to introduce this bird into a country- particularly
if rice is grown—would be about as sensible as scattering Colorado beetles all
L | I"III.:\ |.:-l."\'. |‘-II:.|I!l.'l field!

They are, of course, a much-dreaded and perennial curse in the rice fields,
descending in hordes to devour the ripening grain and doing an enormous
AMOLUNE |~1.|,| |I||.1:.‘_l.' N ] |!|11 I.Il1|'l It 'A.H'lll-.l ||.|r|.”‘.' |.‘-|' -.IIT}-l'i-\.iu_Lr_, L|11.'|';'h1'r.:-, |f. a
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White Java Sparrows are a domesticated variety of the wild Grey, in
contrast to which, however, they are quite easy to breed

Sumatran or a Javanese visiting an English aviculturist and observing his
ninstaking efforts to breed these birds, l.i::l'it{r.‘ki EO gscape as soon as PD‘!Siblf,
lieving himself to be in the presence of a dangerous lunatic!

Actually, the wild form of Java Sparrow is by no means an easy bird to
breed in confinement, for the simple reason that it seldom evinces the slightest
desire to go to nest, though why this should be I don’t know. The White
variety, on the other hand, nests rr:.ui.:il:f EILLJng]I and is an excellent parent, but
unfortunately the progeny tend to revert to type and are often HL‘L‘kL‘irWith grey
and black markings, the percentage of pure white young ones being disappoint-
ingly small.

Both the wild and the White forms make excellent aviary birds and will
live for vears in perfect condition on canary (the larger the better), millet and
greenfood. 1 have seen it stated that Java Tﬁfrurn‘m‘s must have paddy rice, but
this is incorrect, for although they certainly like it, and indeed it is their natural
food, they can be kept in perfect health without it.

It is true, however, that they were usually brought over on paddy rice,
and we always used to mix any that was left m their travelling cages with their
first few feeds of canary and millet so as not to make the change of diet too
sudden.

They need no extras when rearing young, though if a pair have a very large
brood to rear they might with advantage be given a little stale bread soaked in
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sweetened watered milk, and some seed sprinkled on it would probably help
to induce them to sample it.

Despite their formidable-looking beak, they believe in the motto of ** Live
and let Live ™ and are usually quite peaccable creatures in mixed company in
an aviary.  Although naturally they are best kept with birds of their own size,
I remember in my youthful inexperienced days keeping a couple in an aviary
which also contained Waxbills and 1 do not recall any dirc results. 1 never
knew, though, if this couple were a pair or not, as being of the wild Grey
variety they never showed any sign of coming into breeding condition, the
period, of course, which is the real test of a bird's amiability or otherwise in
mixed company.

The cock’s display when in breeding condition is a slightly ludicrous
performance to human eyes. He arches his body and with E:.-nd down and
glancing coyly sideways at his usually rather bored-looking wife sings his
courting song consisting of a few metallic notes followed by a bubbling trill.
Meanwhile he jerks his body up and down like a marionette and gradually
edges towards dn: hen.

Before the war we had several pairs of White Javas at Keston, cach pair
being housed in a small aviary to lﬂcmsclvﬂ_ We also tried a few pairs of
the wild Grey type, but they never made any attempt to breed. The White
ones, on the other hand, bred freely and regularly, but, as is usually the case,
only a few of their numerous progeny were pure white like their parents.
The rest were a polyglot collection, some faintly flecked with grey, others
more heavily with grey and black, while a small percentage had entirely
reverted to type.

In a wild state Java Sparrows are said to build a bulky globular nest made of
various coarse grasses with the entrance hole at the side and placed usually in a
tall bush abour six feet from the ground. In an aviary, however, they are not

fussy about their nesting site, and will use any half open-fronted wooden box
of suitable size.

#WHJEF .9;"(’4

(Estrilda caerulescens)

NE of the most beautiful and charming members of the Waxbill family,
which makes an excellent or aviary bird once it has been succcssfulf;-
acclimatised. The male is French grey, palest on the throat and cheeks,
gradually darkening lower down undl the flanks are almost black, faintly
speckled with minute white spots.  The rump and central tail feathers are
crimson. A black streak runs from the base of the beak through the eye and
the beak is red. Length is roughly 4 inches. They are difficult birds to sex,
but, if anything, the cock’s flanks and belly are a shade darker than in the hen.
Lavender Finches inhabit Senegambia and are said to be less partial than most
Waxbills to districts where tall grasses are met with, They prefer areas of
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generally shorter grass and scattered bushes, spending much of their time on the
ground searching for seeds and small insects.

They were at one time considered so delicate as to be difficult to keep alive
for any length of time. In fact Dr. Butler in his famous old book Foreign
Finches in Captivity says that they must be wintered in a high temperature,
and that “ even in an aviary with a winter temperature of so degrees, I have
rarely known it live for long.” 1 can never understand how this notion arose.
It is true that Lavender Finches are difficult to acclimatise and delicate on arrival.
Once properly acclimatised, however, they are by no means delicate, and can
safely Ee wintered without artificial heat.

The chief difficulty with Lavender Finches, and the one which (apart from
their general air of fragility) probably did most to give them their reputation
for delicacy, is that they certainly are delicate on arrival in this country and
need very careful acclimatising. At first they must be kept very warm, and
in addition to their staple diet of white millet, brown Indian millet and small
canary sced, should be given as much live food as possible, such as aphids,
very small mealworms and best of all, if you can get them, live ant pupa.
They are very fond of Howering grasses and millet sprays.

Once acclimatised they will thrive well on a staple diet of seeds and green-
food, but this fondness for live insects should always be borne in mind as such
food helps to keep them m perfect condition.

Lavender Finches can be kept either in cages or aviaries. They are quite
willing to go to nest, p;rticuﬁrly in outdoor enclosures, where they will
probably build their dome-shaped nest in a low bush, but it is uscless to expect
them to rear their brood on sced and greenfood alone, particularly in a small
unplanted aviary. The cock has a pleasing little song. They make good
liberty birds and are remarkable among Waxbills for their swift flighe.

cfam& j.?un ling

(Passerina amoenda)

HIS rather soberly-coloured Bunting has various things about it that are

strongly reminiscent of our native Chaffinch. Itis pcrisaps rather smaller,

but its shape and carriage are very similar, as also to a certain extent is its
colour scheme.

The male is bluish-grey above, darker on the mantle, lesser wing-coverts,
and upper back. Wing feathers arc dark slate grey edged with blue and
whitish, the rump and head bright blue, and there is a Chaftfinch-like white bar
across the wings. The tail is slate grey. The upper breast is pale chestnut
shading into white on the lower breast and abdomen.

The female has the male’s blue-grey areas dull pale brown, his chesmut
upper breast buffish, and the crown slate grey washed with blue.

The Lazuli Bunting inhabits the Central plains of North America, its range
extending to Mexico. It appears to be abundant in its native land where it has
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the reputation of being a persistent songster.  Its open cup-shaped nest is built

in low-growing bushes.

These Buntings are seldom offered for sale, and as they are said to be so
common in their native land the reason for their scarcity in the bird market is
probably that the dealers prefer to import their more brightly-coloured
relatives.  Nevertheless, although it is true they cannot vie in brilliance of
plumage with Indigos, Rainbows and Nonpareils, they are to my mind attrac-
tve little birds and their soberer colouring makes a pleasing contrast to the
others in a mixed collection.

My pair have wintered successfully in a small aviary without heat, being
shut in the shelter at night.  They have been transferred to a planted aviary
and seem admirable aviary-inmates as they show themselves w:lﬁ and are very
lively, usually perching on bare branches rather than skulking in the depths of
the gushcs, which in a planted aviary is the only drawback to the luvelly little
Rainbow Bunting,

Furthermore they do not appear to be at all quarrclsome either among
themselves or with other birds. 1 have yet to hear the full song as at present
the cock is only starting to tune up, and it must be confessed that his efforts so
far are rather scroopy! It is obviously unfair, however, to pass judgment on his
song at such an early stage.

They live maini'y on canary seed, millet and greenfoods, and mine seem
rather less insectivorous than some of the family. One seldom sees them cap-
turing live insects for themselves as the Rainbows, for instance, do all the time.

My pair are in lovely condition, so, with luck, 1 hope will breed.

After a moult in confinement, the cock’s head is of a rather duller blue than
that of a freshly imported specimen.

dhnsl: ik
(Sporophila lineola)

THE Sporaphile comprises a large family of some sixty small Finches which
I always feel have been undeservedly neglected by aviculturists. The
Lined Finch is rather like a miniature black and white Bullfinch. The male is
glossy black with a broad white line above the eye. Beneath the cye a large
white spot extends to the beak. The throat is ﬁlack and the underparts are
white with a greyish tinge at the sides. There is a white line on the rump,
and the beak is black and slightly hooked at the end like that of a Bullfinch.

The female is an unpretentious little olive-brown bird, white tinged with
yellow below.

The Brack-ueapen Liven Fince (S, bouvronoides) is very rarely imported and
resembles the preceding, except that it has no pure white on the forehead or head.

Both birds inhabit Guiana and Venezuela.

Although it is true that Lined Finches have no bright colours, they are
excellent songsters as is the closely allied White-throated Finch (S. albogularis).
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In their native country, both are often kept singly in cages as song-birds, like
Canaries in Europe.

Lined Finches are seldom imported, but they are very easy to keep and will
live well either in an aviary or in a cage of suitable dimensions. 'When they
are not in breeding condition 1 have found that they can be kept safely with
other small Finches. I have even kept them in an aviary with a number of
Waxbills, but I have an idea that the male of a pair that had actually gone to
nest might prove aggressive.

Lined Finches are quite hardy and will live for years on canary, millet and
greenfood, and like all small Finches they are very fond of millet spray.  When
breeding, however, it is desirable to add a certain amount of live food to their
dict—live ant pupe, if you can get them, and they would probably also take
small mealworms and gentles.

All the Sporophile irrespective of species are usually called " Patativa
Finches " by the dealers, and I should imagine this is pmbzbry a native name for
them.

WiHITE-THROATED FINCHES are more often imported than the Lined Finch,
and are probably the most freely-imported of the whole family.

The male is grey above with the head and forchead hlacz with a narrow
white line from the beak to the eye. There is a black band across the breast,
and the throat, sides of the neck, abdomen and ventral area are white. The
beak is yellow. The female has a black beak, and is greyish-brown above and
whitish below.

Their treatment should be the same as that of the Lined Finch, and it is a
good breeder, having even reared young ones in a cage.

aﬂm -fai!et! s fench
7
(Poephila acuticauda)

THE Long-tailed Grassfinch is, in a chaste way, one of the prettest of the
Grassfinches, and makes an excellent foil for its brilliantly-coloured
relative the Gouldian, the two looking particularly well when seen together.
The sides of the head and crown are silvery grey, and the throat is adorned
with a pear-shaped bib of intense velvery black; the eyes being set in the middle
of a much-clongated, narrow black oval. The back is rosy-fawn colour,
darker and browner on the wings. The rump and upper tail-coverts are white,
the former crossed by a black band. The whole ot the breast is fawn with a
pinkish tinge, and the under wing-coverts, vent, and thighs white.  The beak is
yellow. The black tail is very long, with the two median retrices tapering into
thread-like hairs, and it is from this feature, of course, that the bird gets its name.
Long-tailed Grassfinches are not easy birds to sex separately, but when a
number are seen together it will be noticed that some have rather smaller
black bibs than others, and it can safely be assumed that these are hens, On
the other hand, 1 have had pairs in which the cock’s bib was rather smaller and
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the hen's rather larger than usual, with the result that they looked almost
exactly alike. They are natives of Eastern Australia.

There is another and rarer, or, at any rate, less-often imported race known
as Heck's LonG-TaiLep Grassrinen, which comes from Western Australia, It is
in every way identical with the ordinary form except that its beak, instead of

Although it has no brilliant colours the Masked Grass Finch is an attractive
little bird and is m{fu larly imperted from Australia. It is less often bred than the
Long-tailed Grassfinch and in mixed company it Iz quite gentle

being yellow, is bright red, which gives a pleasant added touch of colour and
makes Heck's perhaps, the handsomer bird of the two.

At Keston we have crossed the yellow-beaked and red-beaked races, and
in every case the entire broods had red beaks, thus proving that Heck’s is the
dominant race.

In a wild state they feed, as do all their family, mainly on the seeding heads
of grasses, and therefore they are extremely easy to feed in confinement,
n:quiril:f nothing but canary seed, white and brown millet, Poa anmia, TYegrass,
etc., and spinach beet, of which they are very fond. Asa much-appreciated
tit-bit they may be given millet sprays and an occasional mealworm, but both
these can be regarded as luxuries rather than essentials.

Before the war we always used to give our breeding pairs of Long-tailed
Grassfinches a gradually-increased allowance of mealworms three times a day
when they were rearing young, but that these were not absolutely essential
was proved by the fact that in 1950 one pair reared very fine young ones here



The Red-billed ¥Weaver and Ruis's Weaver, one bird being a
dimorphic variety of the other, are among the cleverest of
nest weawers. When out of colour both forms are alike

The Grey Java Sparrow always has immaculate plumage
In canfinement it s harder to breed than the White variery
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on nothing but seed, greenfood and ryegrass.  Actually 1 supposc this is not
really surprising as the much more exotic-looking Gouldian will do the same,
and indeed, although I have bred dozens of Gouldian Finches, 1 have never
known them to take the slightest interest in mealworms.

The note is a rather plantive, piping call and Long-tails—particularly males
—have a curious way of bobbing up and down when they settle on a perch.
This is not the purposeful bobbing of a Litde Owl or Bluebonnet Parrakeet,
but sugwests rather that the bird has an internal coiled spring which has o
gmdu;ﬁ regain its equilibrium after the bird has alighted !

I used to keep Long-tailed Grassfinches as a boy, when 1 had perforee to
go in for “* mixed collections ™ in my aviary, and as far as | can remerniber
they were quite peaceably disposed mwanis. the other inmates untl they
started breeding operations, when they were rather apt to chivvy their com-
panions in order to keep them away from the vicinity of their nesting site.
At Keston we have always given each pair a small aviary to themselves, which
1% unduubtmﬂ:.— the best p[;.m if one wants to ensure gu:'ll.l hrﬂ:dlilg results and
prevent bullying,

1 should not like to lay down any hard and fast rule as to the hardiness or
otherwise of Long-tailed Grassfinches, because those 1 kepr as a boy always
had a heated shelter in winter, and those we subsequently Lnd at Keston were
housed in outdoor aviaries during the summer, but were always caged indoors
during the winter. Personally I should say that during a mild winter they
could be successfully wintered out of doors if shut each night into a cosy,
draught- and damp-proof shelter, and not ler out oo carly in the moming.
More care might be needed in a hard winter.

Young Long-tailed Grassfinches are, when they first fledge, rather smaller
than their parents, and lack the adult’s elongated median retrices of the tail.
They also have smaller and less sharply-defined black bibs.

It 15 a curious, and, as far as 1 know, unexplained fact thar Long-tailed
Grassfinches which have been aviary-bred in this country never attain anythin
like the enormous tapering length of tail which is characreristic of adult wild{:-
caught Australian birds, nﬁ]‘mugh they may be perfect in other respects.

ma-.iéﬂ{ g;-a.i.i/i'ﬂ t‘£

{ Poephila personata)

VERY attractive member of the family, the Masked Grassfinch is regularly
imported. The male is a warm shade of brown above, and paler below,
merging into pure white on the lower abdomen and under tail-coverts. The
beak is bright yellow, encircled by a black mask on the face. A wide black
pat,ch on the flanks forms an interrupted band to the centre of the abdomen.
The tail is black, and rather long and pointed. The female is similar bue the

5
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black face-mask is smaller, and the black patch on the flanks narrower, The
size of the bird is roughly the same as that of the Long-tailed Grassfinch,
except for the fact that the latter has the longer tail of the two. They inhabit
North and North-west Australia.

Masked Grassfinches are quite gente in mixed company, and readily go
to nest. ' We used to breed a number of them at Keston before the war, and
found that they preferred an open wire Finch nest, rather than a wooden one.
Each pair, however, had a small aviary to themselves, as it is usually under
such conditions that the best breeding results are obtained.

Their feeding and general management should be the same as was recom-
mended for the Long-tailed Grassfinch.

mfﬁﬂ .Z'n [ A

(Pytilia melba)

HIS handsome Finch should not be confused with the Australian Ruficauda

or Star Finch to which it bears a considerable resemblance. The male

has the forehead, throat, and cheeks scarlet and the rest of the head grey. The

back and wings are olive-green, darkest on the latter, and the rump is red. The

tail is black and red and the upper breast orange, while the lower breast
and abdomen are very dark grey streaked and spotted with white.

The female resembles the male but is altogether duller and less colourful,
her head being ashy grey and throat pale grey barred with white. The
typical race is found in South and East Africa.

I have always had a sentimental attachment to these birds because when
very young [ was so attracted by a pair of Melba Finches that, with considerable
financial help from my mother, 1 bought them. They were my first step, in
the Finch line, towards the keeping of rarer things than Waxbills.

Unforounately this pair, for which I had paigswhat seemed to me then such
an enormous price, did not live long. I had put them straight out into an out-
door aviary containing other small Finches and Waxbills, not realising that they
were unacclimatised and would need heat to begin with. Nor diﬁ I supply
them with any insects as | had been told they would live well on seed alone.

Melba Finches are not quarrelsome and make excellent aviary birds, or a
pair can be kept in a cage of sufficient size. They are willing enough to go to
nest, but seldom rear their young ones.

Although officially classified as seed-eaters they are really very insectivorous,
and must not be expected to live entirely on seeds, though these should form
the major portion of their diet. They should always have a supply of white
and brown millet and canary, and are fond of millet sprays and such green-
foods as lowering grasses and chickweed.

They appreciate almost any small insects, but the staple live food can be
gentles or a strictly rationed allowance of mealworms.  As they are quite
capable of living for some time on seed alone, not more than two medium
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sized mealworms or a few gentles per bird every other day are ample, par-
ticularly if they are in a cage and might get overfat.

These Finches are quite hardy once they are thoroughly acclimatised, at
any rate in the South of England, provided their aviary taces south and has a
good shelter into which they must be shut each night in winter.

If making a serious attempt at breeding these birds, it might be successful if
they could be given a plentiful supply of live ant pupa while rearing their brood.

Tue Rep-racen Fince (P, afra) is very rare bue has occasionally been im-
ported.  Apart from its rarity, however, it has little to recommend it as it is
merely a dull and comparatively colourless edition of the Melba Finch. It is
said to be somewhat easier to breed than the latter and has been crossed with the
Aurora Finch. It inhabits Eastern Africa, Nyasaland and Southern Abyssinia.

Tue Aurora Fixcu (P. phanicoptera) is a very beautiful lictle bird and is
quite unlike either of the preceding, except in size. It 15 ashy grey above,

-

A very beautiful little bird, the Aurora Finch is sometimes called

the Aurora Waxbill and alse the Crimson-winged Finch, |t comes

from Africa and although at one time I’:irir easily obtainable, it is

nowadays very seldom imported. It is a decorative and desirable

aviary inhabitant
darkest on the head and nape, and grey streaked with white below. The Wi“&
tail, and rump are a beautiful rose-pink. The beak is black. The hen
more pronounced streaking below, particularly on the abdomen. They are
found from Senegal to Abyssinia.

This species is fairly often imported and specimens are quickly snapped up

by those who realise their beauty and desirability as aviary birds. Al T have
said about the Melba Finch also applies to them.
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(Euplectes afra afra)

H ERE we have another very well-known small Weaver. The male, when in
colour, is mainly bright buttercup yellow, but the wings and tail are
brown, and the sides of the head, throat, lower breast and bcﬁ; are velvety
black. The female is brownish-fawn marked with dark brown above, the
under-surface being pale fawn, streaked with brown and shading into whitish
on the abdomen. There is a broadish buff eyebrow. Length is about 4}
inches, the female being slightly smaller than the male. They inhabit West
Africa.

The Mapoleon makes a very lovely contrast to the Orange Weaver, and
buzzes about in much the same excited fashion when in colour, looking like a
ball of black and yellow velver. It utters the usual strange buzzing and hissing
sounds which in Weavers take the place of a proper song. These birds are
just as hardy as Orange Weavers, and their housing, feeding and treatment
should be the same.

A very similar Weaver, the Taha, s less often imported as it comes from
South Africa. This, however, is no great loss as it is a more sombrely coloured
bird having the whole of the breast black. Consequently it does not make
such a colourful show in an aviary as the Napoleon.

%onpami f ﬁuu ling

(Passerina ciris)

EW birds are lovelier than this Bunting if in good condition when first
imported, but, alas, it is one of those birds the red in whose plumage
fades in confinement.

The male has the crown of the head, checks, and back of the neck, bright
blue; the mantle and back being golden-green shading into orange on the
rump. The upper tail-coverts shade into green, the wing feathers are bronze,
and the tail a rather darker duller green. The whole of the under-surface—
chin, breast, belly and under tail-coverts—are bright vermilion red. The
female has the head green instead of blue, and the underparts vellow instead
of red.

MNonpareils come from the Southern States of North America where
are abundant and have a wide distribution. They frequent small thickets, and
build their cup-shaped nests in these as well as in hedges.

It is some years since I kept Nonpareils as 1 always think their loss of colour
in confinement is so disappointing. When first imported they are extremely

0
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beautiful, but after a time the cock Monpareil’s chief glory—his brilliant red
breast—fades to an uninteresting straw-colour.

Dr. Buter has stated that the red of the breast 1s gradually replaced by
bright yellow, but this has not been my experience. I only wish it were so,
for it would still be a very handsome bird.

It has also been stated that the red of the breast will tend to be retained if
this Bunting is kept in a large sunny naturally-planted aviary where it can
capture an abundance of live food for itself during the summer months, but
again this has not been my experience.

On the other hand 1 suppose it is possible that the red might be retained if
they were kept in what used to be known as a * Wilderness aviary ™ such as
that in which the Duchess of Wellington bred Giant Whydahs for the first
time in this country. Unfortunately, however, I doubt if this experiment
will ever be tried as 1 imagine few, if any, aviculturists could afford to erect
nowadays an aviary of such vast dimensions.

I have tried Nonpareils in ordinary unplanted aviaries, and also in large
planted garden aviaries. In spite of this, however, | found that the red breasts
of the Nonpareils kept under such semi-natural conditions faded in just the
same way as those kept in ordinary unplanted aviaries or cages.

I have never tried to breed them, because when mated and in breeding
condition they have the reputation of being very quarrelsome with other
nearly-related species, particularly Indigos, but I never found unmated males
at all pugnacious with other birds in my planted aviaries.

Nonpareils are perfectly hardy and casy to feed, and they will live, at any
rate for a tme, on nothing but canary, millet and greenfood. It should
be borne in mind, however, that like all Buntings they are really partly in-
sectivorous, and therefore benefit from being given a couple of mealworms or
so every other day. Too many, on the other hand, wilrnmk{- them overfat
and prone to fits, so gentles might prove more suitable.

Nonpareils have been bred in confinement, but to do so they require a
fair-sized aviary to themselves, preferably a naturally-planted one, and a
liberal and varied supply of live food when rearing young.

Oﬂ:nge-gi f ﬂm! .S’a&u tor

{Saltator aurantivostris)

HE only reason 1 ever kept these birds was because 1 noticed in a Con-
tinental dealer’s list * Yellow-billed Grey Grosbeaks ™ and as 1 wondered
what these might be, I ordered a pair. I have also seen them referred to as
“ Orange-billed Tanagers " which is nearer the mark as they are members
of the Tanager family, although in appearance, with their heavy, powerful bills,
they would certainly pass as Grosbeaks.
In the male the upper surface is brownish-grey with a faint olive tnge and
the underparts are buthish. The forehead is blackish and the sides of the head
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and throat black. There is a broad cream-coloured superciliary band starting
just above the eye, curving downwards and then sli tly inwards, almost
surrounding the check patches. The chin is whitish, the black throat appearin
as a wide pear-shaped black band enclosing this whitish patch.  The legs :mg
feet are leaden grey and the very large and heavy bill is pale orange.

The sexes are much alike, but in the female the superciliary line is buff,
whereas in the male, just above the eye, it is almost white. In size and shape
the bird resembles the Virginian Cardinal, but without a crest.

Distribution: Uruguay, Paraguay and the Argentine.

Although the Orange-billed Saltator is to a certain extent a sced-cater, it
will also eat insectivorous mixture, fruit and gentles and should be supplied
with these in addition to seed.

I did not keep my pair for long as their rather uninteresting colouring did
not appeal to me, and the Cardinals and Grosbeaks, requiring a much simpler
diet, are far more beautiful.

The Orange-billed Saltator is quite often available and has been bred in this
country; the male is said to be a good songster.

Omuge-c‘eaéec[ Waﬂ;i f f

(Estrilda melpoda)

THE Orange-checked is one of the smallest, best-known and maost charming
and sprightly of the Waxbills. The male has the back and wings mouse-
brown, the crown and nape slate grey, the beak red, and a large orange patch on
the cheeks. The upper tail-coverts are crimson, the tail ost black, while
the whole of the underparts is a delicate pearly grey. Length is about 3} inches.
The female is similar, but :light][y smaller, and her orange cheek-patches are
perceptibly smaller than those of the male. They are found in West Africa
from Senegambia to Angola.

Although all Waxbills need warmth when they are first imported, Orange-
checks usually stand the journey well, and are, with Red-eared, the easiest of
the Waxbills to acclimatise. Once properly acclimatised, they can be kepr all
the year in an outdoor aviary. They are, however, best shut into a cosy
though unheated shelter cach evening during the winter months.

T%-my will live well and might breed in either a flight cage or aviary, par-
ticularly the latter, where, if g,r ¢ enough, they could capture small insects
for their brood, which they will not rear on seed and greenfood alone. In
a cage the parents would have to be kept supplied with such things as aphids
(greenfly) and live ant pupa while they were rearing their young ones. Few
aviculturists have ever attempted the rather difficult task of breeding these

Waxbills in confinement; this is understandable because they are very freely
imported at present, and easily acclimatised.
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The male’s courting display is pretty and quaint, as he holds his head very
high and wags his spread tail rhythmically from side to side, while uttering
a quite loud chirruping sound.

Orange-cheeks are extremely inquisitive, and what I would describe as
very higﬁly—smng, In a collection of Waxbills they arc always the first o
sense real or imagined danger, and with their quickly-uttered ™ Tsit . . . Tsit
. . . Tsit!” alarm note, put the others on their guard.

Altogether they are very delightful little birds, and it 1s seldom that one is
seen with a feather out of place, even under the adverse conditions of an over-
crowded dealer’s cage, which quickly gives most birds a woe-begone look.
Thc}' are very casy to cater fur, and should be fed on white mal ct, brown
Indian millet, and the usual wild greenfoods. Millet sprays also appeal

greatly to them.

Omnge m::wr

(Euplectes orix franciscana)

HIS is one of the best-known and most popular of the Weavers. Out of

colour both male and female are unpretentious-looking little brown birds
with the breast fawn, shading into whitish on the abdomen. The feathers of
the crown, wings and upper parts are dark brown bordered with lighter
brown, and the fawn breast is streaked with brown markings. The female is
about 4 inches long and the male is slightly larger with the brown markings
rather darker and more distinet.

It is widely distributed over the African Continent but chiefly found in
West Africa.  In its native country it is sometimes referred to as the Fire Finch,
which is apt to cause confusion with the well-known Waxbill of that name.
Actually, Fire Weaver would be a most appropriate name for it, far more so
than is the name Fire Finch for the Waxbill upon which it has been bestowed,
whose predominant colour is rose-red with no suggestion of fiery orange-red.

When in full colour the male is a little bird of unrivalled brilliance, his head
and breast, which look as though they are made of black velver, being a wonder-
ful contrast to the fiery orange of the rest of the plumage. The n.ﬁ and wings
are actually brown, but these are almost entrely concealed by the long plume-
like orange feathers of the upper and under tail-coverts, so the general effect is
simply of a black and orange bird. When displaying he puffs out a kind of
Elizabethan ruff of brilliant orange feathers round his neck.

It seems probable that Orange Weavers were originally named after confined
specimens, for freshly taken ones which nowadays arrive in this country so
quickly by air are not orange and black at all, but brilliant scarlet and black.
However, the scarlet fades to orange after a moult in confinement, and 1
have, therefore, thought it best to describe them as they appear after this moult.
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I first fell in love with these birds when, as a small boy, I saw them in the
old ™ summer ™ aviary at the Zoo, 1 always thought this a charming name for
a particularly enchanting aviary, and it seems to me a thousand pities thae it
has since been demolished.

At the time I am thinking of this aviary had a very large population of
Orange Weavers, mostly in full colour. T can well recall what a brilliant and
fascinating spectacle they made as, looking like so many balls of fire against the
green background of the bushes, they buzzed slowl ngcut the aviary with the
curious upward and downward-dipping flight, usc! when displaying.

I can think of few birds that make such a colourful display in a planted
aviary, and although they do a certain amount of damage to growing iuslwﬁ.
they are less culpable in this respect than the similarly-coloured and stronger
bc;{.cd Grenadier.  They can be kept at liberty and 1 once saw them in a
friend’s garden where they were a lovely sight as they had established them-
selves in some willows and rhododendrons at the edge of a pond.

In an aviar{ Orange Weavers usually defoliate some upstanding shoots at
the top of a bush and between these they construct their cleverly-woven
though rather flimsy-looking nests, which are, in fact, a great deal tougher
than they look. They have been bred in confinement, but as they are so freely
imported there is little inducement to attempt this somewhat difficult feat.

Were | trying to breed them I should put a cock with two or three hens in
a planted aviary and if they ever got so far as hatching young, they would be
suppliecd with as varied a sclection as possible of live insects, in addition to
the ordinary seed diet.

Orange Weavers are perfectly hardy and all they really need is canary,
millet and greenfood. Of course, if you like to make a fuss of your hirdz.
they can always be offered millet sprays and also a rationed allowance of small
mealworms, which some Weavers are more keen on than others,

p ainted .?im:‘A

(Emblema picta)

LTHOUGH it is attractive in a rather sombre way, I have never been able
to see why this little bird was called the Painted Finch—a name far more
appropriate for a Gouldian. The male has the upper surface medium brown,
kest on the wings and til; the rump is scarlet, as are the forchead, front
of the cheeks and a few feathers on the throat, also the centre of the lower breast
and belly. The rest of the underparts are jet black minutely spotted with white
at the sides. The upper mandible is black and the lower one red. Length is
rather over 4 inches. The female is very similar, but with no scarlet on the
face and only sometimes a tinge of it on the breast, so they are perfectly simple
birds to sex. They inhabit central and MNorthern Australia.
The first pair of Painted Finches ever to be imported into Europe appear
to have reached these shores in 1869, and although further single pairs apparently



The Mapoleon Weaver is almost as strikingly coloured as the
Orange Weaver, but is not quite so often imported

Despite its vary delicate appearance, the Rainbaw Bunting is
unexpectedly hardy once it s thoroughly acclimatised



The Wirginian Cardinal 15 an attractive Americ:
egteemed for its song and for its handsome ag

]‘. '

Grosbeak
arance

The Black-headed Mannikin is sometimes called the Chocolate
Mannikin It inhabits India. Burma and Malaya
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The Painted Finch is
an  Australian  Grass-
finch with a curious
history. Mot so long
ago it was considered
an extreme avicultural
rarity, whereas now-
adays it s regularly
imported in fair num-
bers, and in addition
has proved quite easy
to breed. Mainly red
and black, it is wery
pretrily marked

arrived at long intervals, they remained extreme rarities undl quite recently,
and even when my parmer and 1 started our farm in 1927 1 never for one
moment expected that | should ever see a Painted Finch in the flesh. Then,
somewhere about the middle of the nineteen thirties, we received a couple of
pairs or so, one of which 1 put in an aviary l}_\ themselves to try to breed them.

As I was very busy at the time breeding up stoc ks of the rarer Australian
Parrakeets, 1 did not devote much time to the Painted Finches, beyond giving
them a wooden and a wire Finch nest box, as well a5 a bundle of twiggy
branches for nesting sites and keeping them supplied with canary seed, millet,
millet Sprays, and various E;Ir.'nlﬂ'--.h{\, Inc |l:|1.|l]:|1_:5; How ;'1'1'I|H ETAss0S, A part from
that, I left well alone, and though I knew that, ignoring the boxes, they had
built a nest among the twigs, and that as the hen had disappeared she must
presumably have laid and be sitting, I somchow never expected that anything
much would come of 1t

In this, however, 1 was wrong, and, as is so often the case with birds one
does not fuss over, there came the day when newly-fledged young Painted
Finches appeared in the aviary. | was very pleased to have bred these birds,
but felt I could not claim any especial skill in the matter, for this pair, at any
rate, proved no more trouble to breed than Zcbra Finches, as they refused
mealworms, were not great grc-unfw vd eaters, and thus reared the brood on
white millet and millet spray with a little canary seed.  This should form their
staple diet in confinement.

During my lifetime, some of the foreign birds which were common and
easy enough to obrin in my youth have become steadily rarer in confinement.
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Painted Finches, however, are more or less unique in that quite the reverse is
truc of them. When I was a young man, they were almost mythical birds,
which no aviculturist ever hoped to see—let alone possess, vet in the spring of
1951 we received two consignments by air from Australia totalling nearly
20 pairs, which shows that some enterprising aviculturists in their native country
must have been breeding them in really large numbers in confinement.

Painted Finches should be fed on the simple diet I have already mentioned.
They are quite hardy if their aviary has a dry, drau t-proof shelter in which
they can be shut cach night during the winter. 1 have never tried them in
cages, but should imagine a pair would do quite well in a large fight cage,
and might even breed if one end was screened off, and a bundle :}% twiggy
branches hung up for them to make their nest in.

parm&de MQJuﬂ

(Steganura paradisaea)

HE Paradise and the Pintailed were always the two most commonly

imported Whydahs, and were among the grst foreign birds I ever ke
I should imagine that the exotic appearance of a male Paradise Whydah in full
colour must have inspired many a Eudding young aviculturist to build an aviary.
The male, when out of colour, has the upper surface brown, darkest on the
wings and tail, most of the feathers having a lighter brown border. The
head is mainly pale buff, with a long gradualﬁr wicﬁ’ning blackish stripe above,
and a shorter one just behind, the eye. The upper breast is tawny buff,
shading almost to white on the abdomen. The female is similar, except that
the blackish stripes on her head are rather less pronounced than in the male.
Length is roughly 6 inches.

When he comes into full colour, however, the male is ve magnificent
indeed, being velvety black with a wide chestnut-brown collar an upper breast,
gradually pﬁing into buff on the belly and white round the vent. But his chief
glory is hus long black wil. This consists of two central feathers more than
twice as long as the whole body and flanked on each side by two remarkable
racquet-shaped feathers which give the appearance of black wartered silk, The
central shatts of these two feathers are much elongated so that they project
from the rounded ends like fine black wires.

Unless it is because of the curious shape of the two feathers T have just
described, 1 have never been able to see quite why this bird should be singled
out and called the Paradise Whydah, for, striking and beautiful as it certainly is,
it is no more paradisaical than some of its magnificent relatives.

Paradise Whydahs are African birds found from Sudan to Eritrea and south-
westwards to Angola, and also in Damaraland, Bechuanaland, Transvaal,
Southern Rhodesia, Portuguese South-East Africa and Natal. They are said
to go about in small flocks and are generally considered to be parasitic.  Which
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The Paradise Whydah is one of the most freely imported species. It is
extremely handsame, harmless to smaller companions, and hardy
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bird or birds they choose as their hosts, however, does not seem to be known
nor, 1 believe, is it known beyond doubt that they really are parasitic. In
fact, there seems to be remarkably little information about the domestc life
of this common species in a wild state.

As far as I am aware there is no record of their having been bred in this
country, but a Herr Reve, in Germany, is once supposed to have been successful
with them in his bird room of all places—not even in an aviary! Being of a
rather sceptical nature, I have often wondered how well-authenticated are
some of old German breeding records. They seem to have had no
difficulty in breeding the most notoniously tricky subjects, usually in the most
improbable conditions such as a mixed collection in a bird room! Anyhow,
whether Paradise Whydahs are polygamous and parasitic, or merely poly-
gamous, if Herr Reve really managed to breed them successfully in a bird room,
I certainly take off my hat to him!

Paradise Whydahs have always been recommended as * ideal birds for the
beginner,” and very rightly so, for they are casy to feed, hardy, and extremely
beautiful. In sharp contrast to their Pintailed relative, they are perfectly harm-
less to small companions and ideal birds for a mixed collection.

Paradise Whydahs require only canary sced, millet and greenfood.
Although they will live well enough in a cage, it is really only in an aviary
that their beauty can be appreciated to the full.

The South African form of the Paradise Whydah, uwsually called the
Golden-naped Whydah, differs from the well-known West African bird chiefly
by having a wide buff~coloured collar across the back of the head and neck.
It is a very handsome bird, but the Broad-tailed Paradise Whydah (S. erientalis
aicupm), found from West to East Africa and southwards to Angola and
the Zambesi River, is perhaps even more beautiful. They are seldom im-
ported, particularly the []:::cr.

Parson Finch

(Poephila cincta)

T one time vrir well-known and widely-kept, the Parson Finch's
popularity quickly waned as soon as its more beautiful relative, the Long-
tailed Grassfine an to be imported. The male Parson Finch has the back
dark fawn and the wings brown. The head is silvery with a black line
running from the centre of the beak to the eye, and a pear-shaped black bib on
the throat. The rump is black merging into pure white on the upper tail-
coverts; the tail is black, the two central feathers being sharply pointed. The
breast is pale fawn separated from the white vent and under tail-coverts by a
black area. The legs are pinkish and the beak lead-colour, almost black.
Length is about 4} inches. The female resembles the male but her head is of
a rather darker, less silvery grey and her black throat bib—particularly if a
pair are seen sitting side by side—is noticeably smaller.
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Parson Finches inhabit Eastern Australia, and are nowadays rather seldom
imported, which is hardly to be wondered at, as although they closely resemble
the Long-tailed Grassfinch, they are less beautiful because they lack the latter’s
two graceful tapering and much-elongated central tail feathers, and also their
vellow beak.

I have not found Parson Finches aggressive to other birds out of the breeding
season, but they are undoubtedly a nuisance in a community-breeding aviary,
as they are inclined to chivvy other birds and pull their nests to pieces.  Generally
speaking, they are quite good brecders—some pairs being much more successful
than others—but if it is intended to attempt breeding them, it is highly desirable
to give each pair an aviary to themselves.

They do not take readily to an enclosed wooden nest box, preferring
something in the nature of a wicker Hartz Mountain Canary cage, or a bundle
of twiggy branches nailed to the back of their aviary. They are quite hardy
provided their aviary has a dry, draught-proof shelter into which they can be
shut each night during the winter months. They have a plaintive, long-drawn
call note :l.mfa very short song on a descending scale.

These Finches do quite weﬁ in a large flight cage and should be fed on small
canary, white millet, Lmvm Indian millet and the usual greenfoods, includin
flowering grasses of which they are very fond. Millet sprays are not essential,
but 5hm15|:;1 be given when they have young in the nest, :Hldya few small meal-
worms or gentles could also be offered.

/9 eclora &:j 3: n r:A

{Lonchura pectoralis)

LTHOUGH not at all brightly coloured, this is nevertheless a very
beautifully-marked Finch and an excellent aviary bird. The male has the
upper parts slate-grey with a tinge of brown, and the tail greyish-black. The
cheeks, chin and throat are black dotted here and there with minute white spots,
while the upper portion of this black throat gorget is separated from the grey
crown and mantle by a buff~coloured streak running from the middle nfthcﬂc
of the upper m.-mdihrc above the eye and then curving downwards and outlining
the I:I;u:t cheeks until the side of the upper breast is reached.  The centre of the
upper breast is pure white, the sides being delicately scalloped with black,
giving a scaly effect.  The lower part of the breast, abdomen and under tail-
coverts are buff, the two former having faint white scallopings at the sides.
The wing feathers are brown, the tips ufgscmndnriﬁ being spotted with white.
The beak is bluish slate colour. Length is about 4} inches.

The female resembles the male but her grey erown and back have a much
browner suffusion. Her checks, chin and throat are dark brown instead of
black, and are more thickly dotted with tiny white spots. Her underparts
are similar to those of the male, but instead of the centre of the upper breast
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being white, all the feathers are narrowly bordered with black, giving an even
more scaly effect than in the male.

This bird is an inhabitant of Northern Australia, where it is variously known
as the Pectorella or White-breasted Finch. It is said to be usually found in
damp meadows near watercourses, where it feeds on various grass seeds, making
its bottle-shaped nest on the ground in a tussock of grass.

Pectoralis Finches were originally imported into this country in 1896,
and the first person to breed them was a Mrs. Howard Williams, in 1905,
Since then they have been bred only very occasionally, partly because they
arc at the best of times very shy breeders, and probably aﬂn because they are
ground-breeders and usually completely ignore the ordinary hung-up wooden
or open wire Finch nest box, requiring instead a tussock of grass in which to
construct their nest.  Mr. Harry A. Collin, however, who successfully bred
Pectoralis in 1934, found that his pair ignored tussocks of grass and buile their
nest instead in a gorse bush uzilccr:.: tg: side of the aviary about 6 feet high.

They should be fed on canary seed, white millet, brown Indian millet, and
millet spray, with the usual greenfoods. I kept in a cage, they should be given
a few mealworms occasionally.

Mr. Collin, whose breeding pair of Pectoralis were in a planted aviary,
apparently supplied no extra live food while they were rearing their brood.
He records that they reared their young ones on the ordinary seed mixture,
with possibly a little soft food, which was supplied for Blue Robins in the same
aviary, and such insects as they were able to catch for themselves.

Pectoralis Finches are delicate when they first arrive, but once acclimatised,
can be safely wintered without heat if their aviary is in a sheltered situation
facing south, and provided they can be shut each night from about October
to the middle of April in a cosy, draught and damp-proof shelter. They will
live perfectly well in a flight cage, but there would be little chance of breeding
them unless they were put out in an aviary in the spring.

Despite their quiet Ec;u they were never freely imported, partly because
they come from far away Northern Australia, but mai y, no doubt, because
there was never much sale for them, as aviculturists generally prefer the other
much more brightly-coloured Australian Finches.

Although a true Lonchura, the Pectoralis is for some reason never called
a Mannikin, but is always called a Finch, whereas all the other species, which
are found in Asia and Africa, are in almost every case called Mannikins or
Nuns. The Pectoralis Finch and two other closely-related species which 1 am
about to describe are, nevertheless, really the only three Australian Mannikins.
All three are attractive birds and are more sprightly than their African and
Asiatic relatves,

CuestnuT-pREAsTED Fincu (Lomchura castaneothorax) has head and neck
greyish-brown streaked with dark brown; cheeks and throat black: beak
grey. The upper caudals are yellow-ochre and the sub-caudals black. The
back and wings are chesmut-brown. The abdomen, which is pure white, is
separated from the light biscuit-brown breast by a black band. “There is little
difference in the sexes. Habitat: Northern Australia and Queensland.

YerLow-rumpen Fincu (Lonchura flaviprymna) has the upper surface chestnut-
brown: underparts pale buff, almost white on the throat, and the rump
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aochreous vellow. The crown of the head and the nape are silvery grey. It
15 about the same size as a castaneothorax and is equally hard to sex. Habitat:
Morth and North-West Australia.

Of these three Munias this is the least aterac li.'n't}' coloured, and it is probably
for this reason that, except for the year preceding the first World War, it has
very seldom been imported in any quantity.

ﬁ)ﬁu la t'ﬂ'ﬂ/ 7’011 pa ret f

(Erythrura prasina)

NDENIABLY a bird of great beauty, particularly when freshly imported,
the Pintailed Nonpareil is unfortunately by no means an easy subject in
confinement.

The back and wings are a vivid rather dark grass-green, the Hights being
blackish edged with green. The forchead, cheeks and throat are dull t'nh-lrt
blue, blackish just round the base of the rather heavy black beak. The under
surface is a golden-brown colour, with the whole of the centre of the breast
and IJC][_\' a beautiful TOSY carmne, The upper tail-coverts are red, while the
outer tail feathers are brownish, the two central ones which are very long and
taper to fine points being red, darkest at the tp. The |'.'1._E'L are Hesh }‘jtlk.
Length is nearly 6 inches of which almost half 1s accounted for by the tail.
The female’s colours are duller, her tail is shorter, and she lacks the rosy carmine
on 1|'|I.' centre I.\II1.|:|I.' |:"'1|: ast ..|.|id L“L!l'\ .

Nonpareils are found in Borneo, Sumatra, and Java, where they are chiefly
looked upon as unwelcome marauders of the rice fields.

It is many years since I kept these birds, but we once had a number at Keston,
and they spent most of their time in large box Hight cages about 5 feet long in
our heated acclimatising room. They had been brought over entirely on paddy
rice, which, of course, is their natural food. Unlike Java Sparrows, whose
natural food is also paddy rice, they proved very difficult to wean from i,
and for a long time took not the slighest interest in canary or even millet spray.

Eventually, however, by gradually reducing the paddy rice and increasing
the canary, they were induced to try the latter, and also sampled millet spray
and ocats. As apparently they found all three to their taste we felt their
feeding problem was solved. 1 seem to remember that they also ate meal-
WOrimns .\,LHI_] ] I,'{"'I_'l,.\‘“l amaounet of .'iP-]'llL'_ i\l]t .\,l‘itL'r DYVEr t‘-\'i'l]t:\' '.\'I:".'-lrﬁ I cannot E'.II'
sure of this,

What 1 do remember very clearly is the fading of the red areas in the
plumage after a moult in confinement.  The birds remained perfectly healthy,
and their general condition was considerably better than when they were first
imported. The pity was that after the moult the males’ lovely rosy-carmine
underparts were replaced by an uninteresting yellowish-straw colour, and
thus quite half their beauty was gone. 1 don't know if they would retain
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their colours better if housed, at any rate during the summer months, in a
planted aviary, but !|1¢.1. would probably |1 iwve to be taken in again for the
winter as | doubt if they would prove entire v hardy.

They have been bred in confinement and I should like to try them again
one day. IfI got the chanee I should try to give them an aviary with a few
growing bushes in the Hight and a shelter that could be heated during the
winter.  Unfortunately, if 1 had such an aviary vacant 1 can think of other birds
| would rather tey to breed, such as Fairy Bluebirds, Sunbirds, and King Birds

of Paradise, all of which would be pe rt-.-.[i\' suited to life under such ideal aviar ¥
ll.""ll'.l“l{'ll\

/‘:'::"Mf(u'{::u/ ?{/Kr)ufa/:

(Vidua macroura)

HIS small and prerty Whydah's colour scheme 1s entirely black and white
except for the beak which is orange-red T'he upper parts of the male,
when in colour, are mainly black, the lower white, and its tail consists of
several Very long narrow black feathers.  The actual size of the bird, discount-
ing the |.-.-r|~' T|.|]. 15 about thar of a Border Canarv.  The female, which also has
a I"'.-.i |.'H. .lL. 15 Ill-.1lI||. d brown ..1|'|I.|. !.1|.?||,L .,|,|_'H!"|.|, and l.'\l‘l]l_j-!t |_1-|_'|||.'_|l;1||._ "-Vih‘” I
a't'|1§‘w plumage there is little difference in the sexes
They have a wide distribution over almost the whole of South Africa and
like Firefinches are partial to the vicinity of human I|'r'|'|.;|'|||"'\ and farmsteads.
lhese birds are polygamous and parasitic, laying their eggs in the nests of
Waxbills and other small Finches. 1t is said that, unlike our Cuckoo, whose
large young one heaves the rightful -m-.l|~||'|[~. out of the nest shortly after it
hatches, the hen Pintailed Wh\ dah merely d stroys one of the host's egps to
make room for her own. When hatched the young bird grows up in amity
with the W -.l"'.l:‘:l“ﬁ and after He |,:| |I:1-1 often stays for some time as a m wmber ..'|i-
the t.||11||}.

Pintailed Whydahs, though small, arc far more aggressive than some of
their larger relatives, and are by no means to be recommended as inhabitants
of a communal aviary containing smaller and weaker birds than themselves.

Females, and males in eclipse plumage, are not particularly aggressive, but
as soon as the latter come into colour their character changes and they become
a menace to smaller birds.  1f seed or a handful of greenfood is thrown on the
ground and the other inhabitants of the aviary go down to feed, a male Pin-
tailed, when in colour, will suddenly descend upon them from above like a
bolt from the blue, scattering them far and wide. It will then proceed to
scratch for food in the curiously gallinaceous fashion so typical of these
Whydahs.

Mr. Shore-Baily, who was a well-known aothoricy on the Whydah
Family, made the astonishing statement when writing of Pintails—in Aviculture
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Vol. 1 that: " I have had a good many but have found them rather delicate,
and none of them has lived very long with me.”" When 1 first read this [ had
to look twice to make sure he was really referring to this Whydah, but I was
not Illjﬂt.’lki_'n, .,'ll'ld one can ‘,}I{'r{'ﬁﬂ'ﬂ,‘ i!'lll':r' hlli'ﬁplﬂc [hﬂr 1.'.'." miust II-IVC bf:’.‘l'l most
unfortunate in the specimens that happened to come into his possession.
Certainly all those we have kept at Keston proved perfectly hardy both as
cage and aviary birds. Maorcowver, the large numbers one used to see managing
somehow to keep up their spirits in wretchedly overcrowded dealers’ cages
provided proof enough of their stamina.

They are simplicity itself to feed requiring nothing but canary, millet and
greenfood.  Their lack of populanity with aviculturists has been due, | am
sure, solely to the disruptive effect of their restless temperaments upon their
companions in a mixed aviary.

Actually, their unnerving habit in an aviary of suddenly descending upon
other birds f';:‘('dm!_r‘ on the grnund 15, 1 think, part of the tulpl::iﬂl disl‘]d}', T]Ii.\_
was rather E}ruvcd hy the considerable number of these Whydahs, some of
them males in full colour, which we liberated on the outbreak of World War I1,
fearing we should be unable to get enough food for them. Somehow I
should not have expected Whydahs to be particularly good stayers at liberty,
yet these did not stray and most of them used to return regularly to feed in
their aviarics which we left open for them.,

A very wonderful and fascinating sight were the males in full colour at
liberty. The St. Martins summer of that year was particularly warm and
sunny, and tirelessly the male Whydahs would fly higher and higher into the
sky. Then suddenly they would tum and do their * bolt from the blue ™
act, descending rapidly in a steep spiral with their long supple black tail feathers
streaming out behind them. There was something very Ew.‘imting abour this
sight so unlike the aerial evolutions of any of our native birds, and | never
tired of watching it.

Imported by the thousand and cheap as it used to be, it is hardly surprising
that few aviculturists have thought it worth attempting the difficult task of
breeding this Whydah. It has been successfully bred in confinement on one
occasion in this country,  This remarkable feat was achieved by Mrs. Anning-
ton in 1909 when two young were reared in a large communal aviary.

Unfortunately, so far as I am awarc hardly any derils of this interesting
event have been recorded.

p ope Cu rd’:'n a [7

(Paroaria dominicana)

HE Dominican or Pope Cardinal is as well-known to aviculturists as the
B.ed-crested Cardinal, and the two are so much alike that a separate descrip-

tion is really quite unnecessary.,  The Dominican is like a Reed-crested Cardinal,
but without a crest, and Wi[ﬁ a good deal of black on the upper surface and a

(8]
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black shoulder patch. Its tail also is blacker, and its head a rich crimson rather
than red. The sexes are much alike, but the red of the hen's head is slightly
less wivid than that of the cock. Lcnith is rather over 7 inches. These
Cardinals inhabit Brazil, where they are abundant, and are favourite cage birds.

Compared with the Red-crested Cardinal, [ always think they rather lack
personality, but though this may be considered a disadvantage, it 1s one that is

-';:L’l‘j-h-f X -.*"_"- "I"' = ;
The Pope Cardinal is a relative of

the Red-crested Cardinal and equally
handsome except that it has no crest.  Colour scheme of the birds is similar

perhaps offsct by the fact they are more even-tempered and less excitable in
an aviary than their Red-crested relative,

They have the usual rather monotonous Cardinal song, and are quite
as hardy as the rest of the family.  Their feeding, housing and general manage-
ment should be the same as for the Red-crested Cardinal,

The Yruow-siicen Carminac (. capitara) is seldom imported and is con-
siderably smaller than the Pope l'?ardinnr. It is dark blackish-grey above and
white below, with a red head and black throat. The beak is y;ﬁnw. It comes
from Southern Brazil, Paraguay, and the Argendne, and is a beautiful and
desirable aviary bird as it is perhaps the most peaceable member of the family.
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(Granatina ianthinogaster)

HIS Waxbill is a very rarcly imported relative of the well-known Violet-

cared Waxhbill, and a bird which I never expected to have the good fortune

to keep, let alone breed.  An interesting fact about it is that in the wild state
it is said to be parasinzed by Fischer’s Whydah.

In the male the head, neck, and back are chestnut brown, darker on the
wings, and particularly rich on the head and neck, and there 15 a small cobale
or violee-blue patch round the eye, narrower above and wider below it.  The
tail is black and the rump cobalt blue. The breast and abdomen are rich
purple-violet, rather unevenly marked with dark chesmur, and if the purple
colour were uniform over the whole breast and abdomen, 1 think this bird
would certainly be the most beantiful of all the Waxhills.  The beak is red,
and the cye is ringed with red.

The female is quite distinet, being a warm brown above and paler below,
the breast bemg pretuly speckled with buff and whiush spots.  The tail is
blackish and the rump blue, and the patch round the eye s whitish. The
upper mandible 15 dark slate colour and the lower one decp coral pink.

It is a rather larger bird than the Violet-cared Waxbill.

[dstribunion:  Eastern Africa:  Central, Eastern, and Southern Kenya
Colony from the Tana River to Tanganyika Territory, as far south as the
Iringa area.

In 1956 I bought two pairs of Grenadiers to add wo my private collection of
rarities at the Keston Foreign Bird Farm.  One of the hens subsequently died,
and 1 sold the odd cock, but the remaining pair successfully r::urc.:{ two young
ones in 19357 for which event the Avicultural Society's medal for a First Breeding
was awarded, as it was the first time this species had been bred in captivity in
this country—and also as far as | know, m Europe.

The nest box was hung in the shelter of their aviary and shielded wath
heather, and m it they soon constructed a cosy hittle spherical nest, mamly of
grass stems and lined with a few feathers,

The young were reared on millet, canary (of which they preferred the
latter) and live food, and they were particularly fond of mallet spravs with which
they were kept continually supplied.  They were also given 5.1111',- fresh green-
foods such as flowering grasses, chickweed, ete., but they only occasionally
ate a few of the mealworms and gentles that were offered.  On the other
hand, they were passionately fond of live ant pupae, but to keep up a constant
daily supply of these is no mean task, and it was only because, the following year,
we ﬁ:rumi t)h:: they would not rear their young ones without ant pupae, that 1
rather reluctantly deaided to part with them.

When first Hedged the young ones are livtle carthy brown birds, paler
below and darker on the wings, with short dusky blackish tails and dull blue
rumps.  There are small blue nodules at the base of the beak, but these are
temporary and later disappear,

h i
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The Purple Grenadier is, for a Waxbill, an excellent songster in a family
that is not noted for song. They are charming aviary birds, but are not
hardy, and must have some heat in winter—the ideal way of keeping them is
in an aviary, which can be of quite moderate size, with an open flight com-
municating with a well-lighted shelter which can be heated in winter.

Qum'f ginr:£

(Ortygospiza atricollis)

HESE curious little birds are quaint rather than beautiful, and have never
been very popular with aviculturists, owing totheir rather sombre plumage.

The male is mainly a mousy brown colour, the upper breast and ﬂ:m]g having
a greyish tinge and being barred with black and white. The lower breast is
buffish o with chestnut in the centre.  The cheeks are blackish while the
throat is black with a white mark on the chin. The tail is dark greyish-black
and very short and stubby. Round the eye there is a conspicuous white
circle, Length is aboutr 4 inches. The female’s head and upper parts are
m‘m;nish and her upper breast and flanks are barred with brown instead of

ACK,

These birds have an extensive range which includes the greater part of both
the east and west coasts of North angc(:cntm] Africa. They inhabit the open
grassy plains, nesting and spending almost the whole of their time on the
ground where they feed on l.g: seeds of various grasses.

There is another and quite distinct species, the Red-winged Quail Finch
(Oreygospiza locustella l'!'flsrrr{ which inhabits tropical Northern Rhodesia, and
which, unlike its relative, prefers marshy land to dry grassy plains. Perhaps
this bird does not properly concern us here, as | doubt if it has ever been im-
ported, but I mention it as it is much more beautiful than its better known
relative, being mainly dark brown, black, and reddish-chestnut.

I have kept Quail Finches at various times, but I must confess they have
never greatly appealed to me, chiefly owing to their shyness and lack of colour.
As their name implies they are almost wholly tcrrﬁm'a,l{ and if kept in a planted
aviary seldom perch or even fly, spending practically all their time on the
ground. If someone approaches their aviary they will hide in undergrowth
or thick grass.

They are rather delicate on arrival and, like a domestic fowl but quite
unlike other Finches, appreciate a dust bath. A mixture of dry powdery
carth and fine sand should be provided for this purpose. Generally speaking
they like dryness and much dislike damp, so an aviary on sandy soil is pre-
ferable to one on clay.

They have been bred in confinement in this country, but to do so it is
necessary to house them in a planted aviary with suitable tussocks of coarse
grass in which they ecan huﬂdp their dome-shaped nests. Some pairs might
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take to a nest box placed on the ground, but, as one would expect, ordinary
hung-up Fine h boxes are ignored.

Quail Finches are simple to cater for as they will live well on canary
seed, brown Indian miller, white millet and millet sprays, with the usual
|__-‘r|.'1'ni;.m|.{\. Of the last, however, as great a variety as ‘I"ll'“I:DlL' of Wi.'-ill!g
grasscs 15 most appreciated and would probably prove p.]rlul.l].!tl\' valuable

These sombrely coloured little Quail Finches are, nevertheless, rather quaine
and attractive. They spend practically all their time on the ground

when they were rearing voung.  Unlike many Finches they usually refuse
mealworms although they will eat live ant pupa.,

They can be kept in cages, but as they hardly ever fly, the amount of ground-
\'l'LtL'I:" al.'l'.'i'i!.'lt'lli,' 15 \'ltl tlﬂl— maore ill'l].“TrE..H“.L' tl]-'l]l I“.'jk:]i[ FL"\\' ]I- .'i'l:l}' Pt'ft'l'li."\ are
necessary, although possibly one or two might be provided at almost floor
level.  As they spend most of their time hopping about rather than perching,
the ordinary metal tray with only a thin layer of sand is unsuitable as it is too
hard for their feet. The best tray covering 15 an inch-deep layer of finely-
granulated peatmoss mixed with a licde sand, and a square of clipped turf
should be placed in one cormer for them to forage in. It should be renewed
as often as possible.

Food and water vessels, of course, should on no account be hung on the
sides of the cage, but must be pur at, or just above, Hoor-level at cither end.
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(Vidua regia)

LSO known as the Shaft-tailed Whydah, this attractive little bird is the
smallest of the family, even smaller than its nearest relative, the well-
known Pintailed Whydah. Although the total length of the male when in
colour 15 12 to 13 inches, the m:ma;liod}r is little more than 4 inches long, the
remainder being accounted for by the long tail.

The upper parts and wings are black, some of the feathers of the latter being
narrowly bnrrE:rr:d with brown. There s a wide buff-coloured collar at the
nape of the neck, while the throat and the breast are a warm shade of biscuit
brown, which makes a very pleasing contrast to the decp coral pink beak and
legs. The bird has a very short Finch-like tail beneath the long black tail
feathers.  These are usually four in number, though 1 had a specimen which
never grew more than three. For about three-quarters of their length they
resemble stuff black wires, only the last quarter being webbed and shaped rather
lik the paddles of a canoe.  When out of colour the male resembles the female.

Quute apart from the bird's body colours, the curious and distinctive form
of these tail feathers would at once establish its identity, but when out of
colour this 1s not such a simple matter. Then it much resembles the Pintailed
Whydah when in eclipse plumage, excepr that the dark head stripes are lacking
and the bird has a more vellowy tinge.

Their habitat is the dryer parts of South and South-West Africa where
they go about in small locks in which females and immature males minate.
Like their relative the Pintailed, they are parasiic. No doubt they victimise
other small Finches as well, but their usual host is said to be the Violet-cared
Waxbill, one of whose cggs they destroy for each of their own placed in the
nest. The Violet—cared seems quite unaware of the trick that has been played
on it and permits the changelings to go about with the family for some tme
after they are Hedicd.

These Whydahs have never been very freely imported, and no one, as far
as 1 know, has ever attempted to breed them in this country,  This is hardly
to be wondered at as I should imagine they are polygamous as well as parasitic.
One would need, therefore, a large planted aviary containing a single male
Queen Whydah and his harem of hens, as well as several pairs of the exquusite
but difficult Violet-cared Waxhills, merely for them to use as foster parents !

Queen Whydahs are hardy and make excellent aviary birds, and are just
as casy to cater for as their relatives, requiring nothing but canary, millet, and
greentood.

I have kept several males in colour in an outdoor aviary with a mixed
collection consisting mostly of Sulphur-coloured Secdeaters and various other
Weavers and Whydahs.

Frscuer's Waypas (Vidia fischeri) is the same size and shape as the Queen
Whydah, and has the same habits. Its colour-scheme, however, is different.
When in colour the male is black with the back and wings brown, and has the

8%
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crown of the head, rump, abdomen, and the long slender tail, yellow. The
beak and legs are sealing-wax red. The female, and the male when out of
colour, are merely insignificant-looking little brown birds streaked with
blackish. They are found in East Africa from Southern Abyssinia to Mozam-
bique, and have occasionally been imported.

I have kept only males in a mixed collection in a large planted aviary
containing mostly larger birds than themselves. 1 should be very chary,
however, of putung them with Waxbills or small Finches not fully able to
stand up for ncmscrvr.s. as | think these Whydahs might go for them or at any
rate chivvy them a good deal. It 1s true that they are one of the smallest of the
Whydahs, but it is also true that they are very closely related to that livtle
termagent the Pintailed Whydah who will tease the life out of other small birds.

l?ul'néﬂw ﬁtnﬁng

{Passerina leclancheri)

F all the Buntings 1 think chis i the most beautiful, with perhaps the
Monpareil a close runner-up. But whereas the red in the latter's
plumage fades in confinement, the Rainbow Bunting's truly rainbow colouring
remains undimmed.  This 1s particularly so if it is kept in a planted garden
aviary where it can capture a variety of live insects for itself during the summer
months.

The male has the general colour above a beautiful deep sky blue tinged
with green on the upper back and mantle. The wings are dusky, the crown
grass green, and the tail greenish-blue,  The ear-coverts, nape, and sides of the
neck are cobalt blue. The checks and underparts are bright yellow merging
into orange on the upper breast and throat.

The female has the same general colour scheme as the male, but all her
colours are very much duller, so they are quite casy birds to sex.

They inhabit Western Mexico where they are said to flit about among the
undergrowth searching for seeds and insects,

Raimbow Buntings are very delicate when first imported, and unless the
weather is really warm and seems likely to remain so for a time, they must at
first be kept in a roomy cage in a well-heated bird-room, or alternatively m an
aviary with a heated shelter into which they can be shut cach night. Onee
successfully acclimatised, however, they become, for such delicate-looking
birds, extremely hardy, a fact that has been recorded by at least one member
of the Avicultural Society in its Magazine.

Before the war I had several bachelor males in one of my planted aviaries.
They used to pass the winter successfully out of doors ignoring the wooden
shelter, and roosting of their own choice in some evergreens with which the
aviary is planted. Mo doubt their stamina had been buile up to withstand the
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cold of winter by the abundance of natural live foods they captured for them-
selves in the aviary during the summer.

Unfortunately, in a planted aviary that provides plenty of natural cover,
one has all wo little opportunity of appreciating the great beauty of these
Buntings, for with the possible exception of Pekin Robins 1 know of few
birds of more skulking habit or more fond of hiding themselves in the depths
of the densest bushes.

However, they do love the sun, and it has been a great and unforgettable
pleasure in the spring for me to see them desert the hugws and bask in the sun
on bare branches.  Seen thus against a leafy background they always remind
me of southern Europe—oranges and lemons growing on the trees and the
peerless blue of the Mediterrancan—all of which colours they possess.

Rainbow Buntings, while they will live for a time on canary, millet, and
greenfoods alone, are nevertheless among the most insectivorous of all the
American Buntings. During the summer they will capture enough insects
tor themselves in a planted aviary, but if kept in an ordinary aviary they should
be provided with one or two mealworms every other day or so, and any other
live food available. They would probably eat gentles. In a large planted
nviarj they hunt ceaselessly for insects and come into lovely condition as
a result.

I have never tried to breed them, but am certain that to succeed it would be
necessary to keep up a continuous and as varied as possible a supply of live
insects, ete,, while they were rearing their brood.

Rainbow Buntings appear to have no proper song, at least if they have I

have never heard it most mine have ever achieved is a weak chirping
sound.

ﬁl’tj‘giffetl Wer

(Quelea gquelea)

HE commonest of the Weavers, this bird is attractively though not brightly
coloured.  When in colour the male has the back, wings, and tail dari(
brown, the feathers being narrowly bordered with lighter brown., The head
and underparts are a pretty mushroom pink shading into whitish on the lower
breast an(.F abdomen. The face-mask is black and the beak red. Lcngth 15
about 43 inches. The female is an unpretentious little brown sparrow-like
bird with a vellowish beak, and the male when out of colour resembles her.
Widely distributed throughout most of Africa, they are so common in a
wild state that they are dc-scrﬁxd as “ like locusts in number ™ and are said to
congregate in vast flocks of thousands and even tens of thousands. Huge
nesting colonies are formed, some consisting, perhaps, of several thousand nests,
and as cach bird chatters away merrily while building its nest and quarrelling
with its neighbours, the noise must be indescribable. The nest, attached to
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the twiggy ends of the branches of low-growing trees and bushes, is a roughly
but strongly woven oval structure with the entrance-hole at the side.

These Weavers feed almost exclusively on seeds and grain and are heartly
disliked by African farmers as they do thousands of pounds’ worth of damage o
ripening grain crops. [ have often kept them anE very amusing they are to
watch. They are, however, a mixed blessing in a planted aviary because
they are very apt to defoliate the bushes, preferring to weave their nests around
leatless twigs.

Although those 1 have kept did a great deal of indiscriminate weaving,
sometimes in the wire netung, they seldom completed a nest, usually pulling
it to picces before it was ﬂnissi'wd in order to start afresh. Curiously enough,
despite bcing S0 COMMmon, (_hr}' are one nf the most difficult Df the Weavers
to breed in confinement. : . : h

As they are highly gregarious, several pairs kept together are much more
amusing than just one pair, and their aviary shauﬁi be furnished with plenty
of nailed-up twiggy branches for them to weave their nests among. They
are suitable companions for most other Weavers and Whydahs, an also for
Budgerigars, but must not be put with very small Finches or Waxbills. Per-
fectly hardy, they are simplicity itself to cater for, all that is required being
canary seed, millet and greenfood.

Russ's Weaver is not a true species, but a dimorphic variety of the Red-
billed, the only difference between the two being that the latter’s black face-
mask is replaced in the Russ"s by mushroom-pink.  When out of colour both
forms are alike.

Russ's Weaver is usually imported from West Africa, bur not nearly as
often as the Red-billed, so presumably it is less common in a wild state.

Bk o Rinsliviitid Gt

(Zamelodia ludoviciana)

HIS bird is, 1 always think, the most attractive member of the Grosbeak

family, with its simple but effective colour scheme which is rather like that

of a Red Admiral butterfly, except that the latter’s vermilion red is replaced in
the bird by rosy carmine.

In the male, the head, shoulders, neck and back are black, and the rum
white. The tail-coverts are white spotted with black and the wings blac
with white markings. Under-wing coverts are pink and the throar black,
beneath which, on the upper breast, there s a wide crescent-shaped area of
carmine pink. The rest of the under-surface is white.

The temale is coloured rather like a thrush. She is brown with a dnge of
grey above, and the head is striped with dark brown and buff, while the
underparts are white Hecked with medium brown,

Young cocks resemble the hen but can be distinguished by their pink
under-wing coverts which, in the hen, are pale yellow. The male goes more



02 FOREIGH BIRD EKEEPING

or less into eclipse |.1E11Il|.13_5r
during the winter when he
much resembles the hen,
though he often retains traces
of the L'rL'\k‘l.'lﬂ-}ll.’t}‘m‘d car-
mine patch on the upper
breast.

These Grosbeaks inhabit
South Canada and the Cen-
tral and Eastern portions of
the United States.  Even be-
fore the war they were sel-
dom to be met with in
European aviaries, as the
United States had forbidden
their exportation. T]m:.- wWili-
ter m Mexico, however,
where the ban was not in
force, so it was from that
country that some were oc-
1'.Ikit‘i1l:|.|]}':.'mertﬂltnEuru}u-_

Before the war 1 had 2
single cock for many years
and was later able to get a
mate for him, Nuw:illa}"i.
|1|'§'&1='L"|-'L'l., [III."I\' aAre Never nt-u
fered for sale and 1 have not
seen one for quite fourteen
vears. | should very much like

A handsome Whydah, which unforoun- T sl
ately Is all too seldom imported, is the to Do able 1o get them agam
Crimsen-ringed. Compared with some of as they have every virtue one
the others it has a rather stiff and rigid tail ' 3

could wish for as aviary birds.
| must have obrined my
male about 1933 and he lived for quite seven vears in a planted aviary, often
among very much smaller Companions which he never ;;[:;-ml!w:l tor molest.

The Rose-breasted is by far the best SOTNESTer of the Grosbeaks and my
bird sang most beautifully with the powerful Auting notes of a Blackbird.
Aany a tme | have listened to the Grosbeak singing in the aviary and a Black-
bird on a tree above, and it was difficule to decide which was the finer songster.
But |!u.-r|1.-|]~.~. the Blackbird won as his song is rather more Avent and continuous,

Like probably all Rose-breasted Grosbeaks, my bird had a curious habit
of suddenly bursting into song when there was a moon, and as his aviary
was close to the house 1 often used to lie in bed listening to his lovely liquid
notes outside in the moonlight of a warm summer night.

I was anxious to get him a wife and afver many abortive efforts 1 succeeded
in doing so. The two seemed very |'.u!q_'.1'u:d with each other, and the “‘”U\'-'lﬂg
spring went to nest, the nest itself being a cup-shaped affair constructed in a
.‘iILI'IWL‘IL'rr}' bush. One yOUung one was h-I.IL{{'\\hIH‘__h' rearcd.
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The clutch consisted, if 1 remember rightly, of only three eggs, and this
oungster caused me considerable anxiety as 1 was not then aware that Rose-
asted Grosbeaks leave the nest when sall in the quill stage and by no means
fully feathered. One day it had vanished from the nest and I found it sitting
on the ground. 1 pu it ‘{:ack, but next morning it had again left the nest, so 1
left it where it was and hoped for the best. It grew up, always most carefully
tended by its parents, hopping about among the undergrowth, and turned out
to be a nice young Eun.

ls mother died sucl}icﬂly the following spring, so | mated the old cock to
his daughter and they went to nest, hatching a single young one.  This again
left the nest much too early, so it scemed to me, and this time was found dead
in some long grass in the aviary after a heavy rainstorm.

That these Grosbeaks are unusually amiable birds was proved by the fact
that even when breeding they never attempted to molest even the smallest
of the companions who shared their aviary. If you add to this the male’s
handsome appearance and beautiful song, you have, to my mind, something
very like the perfect aviary bird.

Roose-breasted Grosheaks are absolutely hardy and perfectly simple to feed,
as they live mainly on canary seed with a small addition of hemp and sunflower.
They will eat greenfood, but are particularly fond of apple.  They also appre-
ciate the occasional mealworm, and a small daily allowance of these should
be given when they are rearing young, varied so far as possible with other
live food, such as ant pupx and ga:mt:s. Mine, however, being in a large
planted aviary, reared their young ones on seed, greenfood and fruie, with
a small daily allowance of mealworms, and such live insects as they captured
for themselves.

p@t]—fﬂffﬂfﬂJ Myc[a}!

(Coliuspasser ardens)

EVER very freely imported and consequently always rather expensive to
buy, this 15 one of the medium-sized Whydahs and a very handsome one,
The male is glossy jet black with a broad scarlet half-collar, and the feathers
of the wings and under tail-coverts are narrowly bordered with greyish-buff.
The total length is about 14 inches, much of which is accounted for by the long
black tail as in actual body size the bird is little larger than a Chaffinch.  The tal
does not quite undulate in flight like those of the Giant and Paradise Whydahs,
as the feathers of which it 15 composed are rather less pliable. Nevertheless
it is a beautiful bird.

The female has buffish-white underparts faintly streaked with brown on
the upper breast. The tail is brownish-black and the wings and mantle are
the same colour, each feather being bordered with greyish-buff. The cock,
when out of colour, resembles the hen, and it has been stated that it often
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retains a faint trace of the
scarlet half=collar, bue I think
this must be rare because 1
have never nodced it in
any of the males 1 have kept.

Red-collared Whydahs
are found both in south-
cast and south-west Africa
where they inhabit  grass-
veld country. During the
b L'L'11ll1g SCAS0MN 'th'} are secn
'-.’IFLh'lI].Hl}' in the "'-‘jii]l-
wurhood of streams where
there is a plenuful growth of
reeds and coarse grasses, as
it 15 among these that the
oval nest woven of grasses
and with a hooded entrance
towards the upper end s
constructed.

I have kept only single
males of this species in mixed
collections consisting of other
birds of about their own size
in fairly large planted aviaries.
Although under such con-
ditions they proved quite
peace 4|'.!]1.--.{1ﬁpu~u.xl towards
their neighbours, 1 cannor
say  what their behaviour
would be |Il\'w when mated
and breeding. H'lill_';[-.' males
in a bachelor aviary, how-
ever, are strongly to be

reccommended as they are

| “1 i Ek » L-t i The Red-collared Whydah is a beautiful
lanasome, -hardy, and cx- medium sized member of the Whydah
1h.'tll|.']]r' casy to cater for. family, and is quite often Imported

Red-collared  Whydahs
are said to have been bred 111, Mrs, Annington in 1904, but that great Wlnd,.h
expert, Mr. Shore-Baily, disputed this as it was not realised that they were
breeding at all until the young onecs were scen flying in the aviary. Since
no record was ke pr of their coming into colour, and as the aviary conEainsd
other members of the Whydah 1|.|1J||'. Mr. 'ahnru_-[hﬂ} ll]u.tu!_'i]t it quite
possible they may have been hybrids.

He himself was a remarkably successful breeder of Weavers and Whydahs
"-'x|1i=.|l LHINJLFIHL the various dlﬁ-lullul.ﬁ 1:1»|1|rq_d was no mean feat nl avil=
culture. He has lL-.ul'-.iul that in 1915 he bred two young \l’]-u,-d,ahn. which
he believed to be pure-bred Red-collared. However, w hen the voung cock
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finally came into colour, it developed a yellow mantle and proved to be a
hybrid Red-collared x Yellow-backed Whydah. It is easy to believe, as he
says, that it was a very handsome bird, since it was like a Yellow-backed but
with a considerably longer tul.

In 1916 the same hen again went to nest, but again the young male reared
was not pure-bred. In this case Mr. Shore-Baily believed it to be a Red-
collared x Red-shouldered Whydah hybrid.  Finally in 1020 he had two broods
of what he believed to be pure-bred Red-collared hatched, but neither was
reared.

His account gives the impression that these birds are monogamous, whereas
I was under the impression that they were one of the polygamous Whydahs,
particularly as accounts of them in their natve land vsually state that they go
about in anh in which the males are considerably out-numbered by the
females. With Whydahs, however, one can never sure that some of the
supposed females were not in reality young males that had not yet come into
colour.

These birds will live perfectly well in flight cages, though it seems to me that
all the long-tailed Whydahs look out of place m eages. To be fully appre-
ciated they must be seen in aviaries large enough for them to dispf’a}' their
beautiful and buoyant powers of flight. They should be fed on canary,
millet and greenfood, :lllg(ﬂﬁ they are said in a wild state to be partly insectivor-
ous, any that will take mealworms can be given two or three per bird per day,
but these are a luxury and not a necessity as they will live perfectly well on seed
and greenfood alone.

The CriMson-mINGED or Rep-Naren Waypas (C. ardens laticanda) 15 dis-
tinguished from the Red-collared by having a shorter but wider tail, a wide
rm:{g collar descending from the sides of the nape to the breast, and a red top to
the head (Photograph page 92.)

It nhabits nurtﬁ—c;st Africa from Abyssinia to Kilimanjaro, and is said
in a wild state to make a kind of dancing floor or arena, as does Jackson's
Whydah, but no instance of its doing this in confinement has been recorded.
Its nest is on the ground, concealed in a large tft of grass.  Feeding and treat-
ment should be the same as for the Red-collared Whydah.

;? GJ -credfe‘t! C)artlinaﬁ

(Parcaria cucullata)

HE best-known of the Cardinals in confinement, this bird has always
been a favourite with aviculturists in this country on account of its
handsome appearance and sprightly ways.

The male has the upper 5ur%m:: grey, darkest on the wings and tail, and the
underparts white tingcrwith grey at the sides. The llcadsf crest, throat and
car-coverts are bright vermilion red. Normally the crest stands straight up,
but the bird can s.ﬁlgh:ly depress it at will.  Length is rather over 7 inches.
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I do not consider them casy birds to sex, but if a t}(picnl pair are seen to-
Fﬂhcr. it will be noticed that the red areas of the hen'’s plumage are slightly
ess vivid than those of the cock. These Cardinals inhabit Southern Brazil
and the Argentine, where they are frequently kept as cage birds. Th:.-:‘y st

be common in a wild state as they were always freely imported and casily
obtainable in this country.

I think they have sometimes been overrated as song birds, and they certainly
do not compare in this respect with the finest of the Grosbeak singers, namely,
the Rose-breasted Grosbeak, whase song really does almost rival that of our
own Blackbird. The Red-crested Cardinal has a few quite pleasant clear
whistling notes, but these are interspersed with scroopy sounds and altogether
the song lacks flow and continuity. At least that has been my experience.

They can be kept in either a Hight cage or an aviary, and in the latter have
the advantage of showing themselves well. They never skulk in bushes, a
habit that makes some otherwise very beauiful Zini-. so unsatisfactory in a
planted aviary, but make full use of all the flying space you give them. While
they are not particularly aggressive, it would be unwise to associate them
with tiny things such as Waxbills, although they make excellent companions
for other large Finches, Weavers, Whydahs, etc., and also Budgerigars.

Most of those [ have kept have been single males, but on one occasion |
picked out what looked like a pair and put them in a planted aviary for the
summer. However, as they did a certain amount of squabbling and made
no attempt to go to nest, it is probable that both were males, one of which
happened to be more brightly coloured than the other.

They are extremely hardy and require no artificial heat even in the coldest
weather. Feeding is easy as they require nothing but canary and millet,
a little hemp and sunflower and t?}r usual greenfoods. If they are kept in a
cage and can capture no live food for themselves, a couple of mealworms or so
per bird every other day or a few gentles, are bcnﬂfI:fiIJ, but not essential.
They are also very fond of apple, which is good for them and should be
supplied whenever possible.

They are not particularly free breeders, but will sometimes go to nest in a
bush or a half-open fronted wooden nest box. When rearing young they
become very insectivorous, and a continuous supply of ant pupe, gentles,
mealworms etc,, would have to be maintained as there is no hope of their
rearing a brood on seed, apple and greenfood alone.

I Eav: always I’Jmugfu they would make admirable controlled-liberty
subjects, and hope to try the experiment one day. They would look very
handsome and showy flyving about in a garden.

Eec[-eanwf Waxgt'ff

(Estrilda troglodytes)

THE Common or Red-cared Waxbill used to be imported in vast numbers,
and in the days of my youth one could buy a pair for as little as 1/6.
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This, r|'-:‘|_5q.'|_|‘1|_'i with its case of feeding, is doubtless why it is usually the first
toreign bird many of us can remember keeping,

Itis a tiny bird whose total length is rather under 4 inches.  The upper parts
are dark grey with a ~;|1|__[!|1[1_. brownish unge, E'-.llrl on the head and darkest on
the tail. The lower parts are pale brownish, tinged with a decpening rosy
pink which 1s at its most vivid in the centre of the belly. The plumage 1s
l_r.|_1|_'\.1.'|_'[\|."]‘_.' barred with minute brown and blackish lines. A crimson streak
runs t]mlugh the eve from the beak, The bill is sealing-wax red, and the
legs and feet are almost black.

Males and females are not too easy to tell at a glance, but on closer examina-
ton it will be found that the female’s |1|1|.L ]\.uh]: on the hu.'“_\ is rather paler and
less extensive than the male’s, and this also applies to her crimson eyve-streaks.

Red-eared Waxbills are widely distributed over the whole of Africa,
south of the Sahara desert, and having such an enormous range are represented
by slightly different races or sub-species in various parts of the Continent.

In a wild state they are said 1o ]"Tl'i;" the vicinity of rivers where the more
lush growth of recds and wall grasses provides them with the cover Ilw}' need,
as, like many of the Waxbills, they are mamly ground-feeding birds, flying
low when disturbed and pl'vtl‘:r:llg to per h on the tall swaving stalks of the
grasses and reeds rather than in the branches ot a bush or tree. At the beginning
of the war we liberated a large Hock at Keston and their ground-loving habit was
strikingly evident.  They could always be found in our eight acre meadow,
keeping together in a single flock. When disturbed they would rise and Hy
off about three feet from the ground to settle in another part of the field.

The Red-eared is the commaonest of the Waxbills and very freely imperted.
Vivacious, it is deservedly popular and easy to cater for in confinement
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Constructed of grass stems their nest is placed on or close to the ground,
cither under an overhanging tussock of grass or at the base of some low-
growing shrub. It is said to be shaped lﬁm a cottage loaf and to have two
storeys, the bottom and larger one being the nest proper containing the sitting
hen, while the smaller top one is a kius of temporary grass-widower’s estab-
lishment where the cock sits hoping that all is wr.'Yl below and wondering when
the family is going to hatch. This, I think, is rather a charming arrangement.

The large Red-headed Bunting is very stupidly named as its head is not red
at all, but brewn. It is very common in Its native land where it damages crops

The tiny eggs are white and 1 believe the clutch sometimes numbers as many
as ten.

Familiarity is said to breed contempt, but 1 don't think anyone could become
contemptuous of or seriously dispute the charm of Common Waxbills. Kept
in either cage or aviary, they have so much to recommend them, They are
hardy and can be kept out of doors all the year round, though it is wisest to
shut them in for the night into a draught and damp-proof shelter during the
winter months. They are always tnim and sprightly, and have a quite un-
conquerable optimism, which in the bad old days of mass importation enabled
them to continue flirting their tails and uttering their very individual lirtle call
note even under the depressing conditions of an overcrowded dealer’s cage.

In confinement, being non-aggressive and quite defenceless, they must

never be associated with birds that might be inclined to bully them. This,



Small and pretty, the Pintailed Whydah is restless and rat hed
inclined to worry other small birds in an aviary

The Black-headed Bunting, a close relative of the Red-headed,
is a large member of the Bunting family, and comes fram India
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of course, is no mere question of size, for whereas they would lead a miserable
life with the small but rather cantankerous Zebra Finch, they would be per-
fectly safe in an aviary with the comparatively enormous Giant Whydah.

They are extremely easy to feed, needing nothing but millet seed and green-
food. 1 believe they have been successfully bred in confinement in this
country, but owing to their cheapness and the ease with which they can be
obtained few aviculturists are prepared to go to the touble of attempting
what would probably prove none too casy a task.

l?ﬂa( -4 eaJeJ ﬁl‘ n f:'ug

(Emberiza bruniceps)

TH[S large Bunting is very common in a wild state, congregating in vast
Hocks, sometimes with its close relative the Black-headed Bunting
(Emberiza melanocephala). It is often called the Indian Yellow Bunting which
is, in fact, a much less misleading name, since it has wot got a red head,

The male has the upper surface and tail brown, the wing feathers having
paler borders. The head and large throat patch are chestnut brown and the
whole of the underparts bright yellow shading to whitish at the vent. The
female is quite unlike the male and mainly greyish-brown with darker mark-
ings of the same colour.  Length is about 7 inches. I inhabits India, Western
Asia and South-Eastern Europe and occasionally strays into France.

Enormous numbers are annually imported into Europe, and the Indians
are probably thankful to get rid of them as they descend in vast locks upon the
grain fields, doing an enormous amount of damage to growing crops.  There
5 always a ready sale for them as they are suitable aviary companions for
Budgerigars.

I have at various tmes kept a couple of males or so in a mixed collection
in one of my planted aviaries, and although they are certainly handsome birds
they always strike me as rather lacking in character. The males have what I
would call a rather wheezy * scroogling ™ song which they frequentdy utter,
and although quite inoffensive to the ear, it could hardly be described as
melodious.

I have never found them at all aggressive to other birds, and they are very
simple to house and cater for, being perfectly hardy, while feeding consists of
a seed mixture of canary, white miig't. brown nliilct, together with a small
daily ration of hemp. They can be offered spinach beet and are very fond
of chickweed and other wild greenfoods. A few mealworms occasionally
are also appreciated,  As a ut-bit they are very fond of millet sprays, but these
are not essential.

I have never attempted to breed them, but in a wild state they are said
usually to build their nests in low-growing bushes.

o
Ll
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(Amadina erythrocephala)

HE Red-headed Finch 15 a lirgcr aiel less often i-i!ll"'-!]'tt't:l relative of ll]#.'
well-known Cut-throat, and its colour scheme is rather similar. The
tale is mainly greyish-brown mottled and speckled with brownish-black,
and the pale grey breast feathers each bordered with nigger-brown give a
somewhat scale-like effect. The whole of the head, throat, and cheeks are
coppery-red.  The female is like the male except that she lacks the red head.

This finch is found chiefly in the drier parts of South Africa and Angola,
where it s said sometimes to take possession of old weavers' nests and refurbish
them to its own taste.  les normal l:rcﬂliug habits, however, are much the same
as those of our Sparrow and it generally chooses some hole in a 1'1|,1|]d,]'||g in
which to make a large untidy nest. The name is rather misleading in so far as it
gives the impression that it has the bright red head of a Gouldian or Parrot
Finch. This, in fact, is not the case, its head being really more of a
rust=colour, :; 3

It is rather heavily built and not a particularly active bird, and though it
should not be rrusted with Waxbills or small Finches, on the whole it is better-
tempered in mixed company than its smaller relative the Cut-throat. Moreover,
it is not nearly such a free breeder in confinement. s eggs are said to be
l-l't'u;llt'Hﬂ}' infertile m x:!l‘li‘n"j[}',, but I cannot say whether this is so or not, as
although mine have laid plenty of eggs, they never incubated them.

I once put three pairs to breed in the same aviary, providing them with
Budgengar boxes as well as wooden and open wire Finch nests, and, of course,
plenty of nestmg material.  The results, however, were not encouraging.
MNone of them made the .»Eightl:\[ effort to construct a nest, t|!1nu_|,:_h two of the
hens had each apparently appropriated a different wooden nest box and laid
NUMICTOus CEgs in them on the bare wood.,  These CgEs were found at the end
of the season m varying stages of decay,

There was a certain amount of mild ‘-t]lubblihg among the three pairs, but
certainly not enough to prevent them breeding successfully had they felt so
disposed. 1 have no idea why they made no serious attempt to breed as they
were all in perfect condidon and had been in the aviary for the best part of a
vear. A possible L'x]'-].!h.mnli might be the coldness of that p_-.rtu_'ul;.r SUMINCT,
as they may be one of those ﬁltt.}l-li.‘h that need a really hot spell of weather to
bring them nght into breeding condition.  Be thar as it may, | had given them
one trial and shortly afterwards 1 parted with them as I did not consider they
were attractive enough to take up a whole aviary for another year.

H.L'n.l—l'li.'.hi{‘d I'I[It'l'l.t".‘- are "Il:T'tIL"L'tI}" h.irl.{}' .'I.lld IiL‘lS.[ a5 casy Lo cater ﬁ_'..r as Cur=
throats, requiring nothing Lut canary, millet and greenfood. They can be
kepe successfully with such birds as Weavers, Whydahs, Cardinals ‘etc., and
will live for YEars in a ”'IF;]IT.‘ cage or aviary. [f, however, the first aim is
breeding, 1 would advise something that is at the same time easier and more
beautiful, and this gives quite a wide choice,

Tt
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(Erythrura psittacea)

HIS 15, in my opinion, the nicest of the Parrot Finches, and it is also one of
the prettiest. The male is a bright though rather dark green with a red
head and tail. They are l||su:1||.':.' notat all easy birds to sex, the ull.]}' difference
between a cock and hen being that the red in the latter’s plumage is, if anything,
slightly duller. 1 had one pair that were obvious even at a glance, the hen'’s red
bemg much duller than that of her mate, but | have owned others, and breeding
pairs at that, in whose plumage there was no perceptible difference at all, and
1 should say that they were more typical. Their length is about 4} inches.

If vou hear one of them uttering a sound like a mintature police whistle,
which constitutes their song, you can be certain that that bird is a cock, bur it
is no casy matter to identify and carch the singer, particularly if he is in an
aviary with a number of others.

Newly-fledged youngsters are sombre little dark green birds, hi'll:ll'l.'q.'i.llj,."
only faint traces of red near the beak., 1 have found that they are easier to
sex at this c:u']j.' stage, as later on there is a F'H.'t‘innl when the young of both
sexes have much the same amount of red about the head,  In my experience the
ones with most red in their plumage when they first leave the nest are
certainly young cocks.

These birds come from New Caledomia where they are, or at any rate
were before the war, quite common.  They were never at all freely imported,
however, owing to the remoteness of their habitat.

Merely to say that Red-headed Parrot Finches are vivacious is an under-
statement, for they approach more nearly than anything 1 know to perpetual
motion; so much so that if they are in an aviary of any size, it is next to im-
}11!\5”}[{' CVET TOD gl_"[ | Elrn|:11_'r 1I'“:'Ik at l111.'|]'|.. I'i'lr tl'ﬂﬁ CCAsOn :.1]1.'!." \hlﬂ.’lLI never
be kept in an aviary with a high door to the flight or the moment you open
it they will be out over your head like a streak of lighting.  Even with a low
door about 4 feet in height, some such occasional escapes are difficult enough
to prevent.

I have never kept these birds in a mixed collectdon, for | have always con-
sidered a pair well worth an aviary to themselves since with luck one may
breed them. 1 once had a newly-imported pair which went to nest as soon as
Luck is certainly needed with these birds, not because they are unwilling to go
[ %) r'IL"Ht,, !_"Illt i"["l.,'.]ﬁl‘l{,' ll][‘r{' aAreg '\r'-'l.]'i.i\l.]': 311]..!;5 "n\'!“."]l th.l;."'l\r Lli'l‘ 20,

Owing to their fondness of making egg sandwiches—a layer of hay, a
clutch of eggs, another laver of hay, another clutch of eggs, and so on—they
arc inclined to lay many more cggs than they hatch. Then there is the nest
box problem. 1 once read that the best nest for Red-headed Parrot Finches
was an old straw * boater " with a hole cut near the top of the crown, nailed
to the wall of the aviary by the brim. 1 tried this, Lll.l the Parrot Finches
seemied quike unimpressed with the notion of human ht‘.ul’::i.‘.‘ll‘ as a nesting site !

(fad)
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Some pairs readily make use of an ordinary Budgerigar box, but a large
proportion, if given this type of box, spend their time constructing abortive
nests on the fat top.  Eventually 1 found that the best nest for them was one
of the Budgerigar type, but with a !-FE‘L'H“:}' constructed steeply-shelving lid.
They soon grew tired of placing nesting material on this as it instantly slid off,
and eventually made their nest inside the box instead.

Nr.'l]'l'l'l.l.”.'_n.' these birds should be fed on a seed mixture of canary, white and
brown millet and millet sprays, with a daily allowance of about two meal-
worms per bird. When they have young in the nest, however, the daily
allowance of mealworms should be gradually—but only gradually—increased,
as any sudden increase is liable to overstimulate the parents and cause them
to throw their young ones out of the nest and start again. Live ant pupa are
a valuable rearing food, bur are not :‘nl“'a'lrs easy to obtain. Gentles could also
be given.

Red-headed Parrot Finches are—as Finches go—great fruit eaters and will
consume a surprising amount of ripe sweet apple if a slice is pushed through
the wire netting close to a perch. They like the juicy stalks of spinach beet
and all the usual wild greenfoods, particularly groundsel heads um]{ flowering
grasses. | cannot say whether these Parrot Finches could be safely wintered
in an unheated outdoor aviary in this country or not, because they were always
so difficult vo obtain that one did not feel inclined to experiment with them.

Those we had were put into a Ilight cage in a warm bird room from the end of
October to the 1‘lt'g'ln11i1|g of May.

K)ayup /9 arrol -._?l'"l'.'fll

(Erythrura cyaneifrons regio j

IRST imported as recently as 1934 by the well-known collectors Messrs,
Goodfellow and Shaw Meyer, these birds created a great avicultural
sensation at the tme, some of the first people to see them reporting thar, for
colour, they even rivalled the many-hued Gouldian, while Mr. Goodfellow
enthusiastically wrote that they made Gouldians look * pale and washed-out by
comparison,”

The male has the head and tail bright red, the rest of the plumagc being a
rather dark peacock blue, deepest and brightest on the forepart of the body
and gradually becoming tinged with green towards the wil. The wings are
green and the rather heavy black beak has a small hook at the tp of the upper
mandible and resembles that of a Bullfinch. The female is very similar, except
that her red face-mask is slighli}' duller and less extensive than the male's, and
\]“." h.:l.ﬁ s0OIe l:l-t‘l.'” on tl'l.l." H.‘Ir!kh.

They inhabit the New Hebrides, and are said in a wild state to be almost
entirely frugivorous, living mainly upon a species of wild fig, for the tearing
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I."IFH_"T] .,]'HI:E L"ﬂt]_l]g rl'“_' }1IP'§ F'Il:‘ “'I]'il'l] t!'l{'lf I“'l“'ﬂ,'rflll! l'll.'“'l‘li—‘.'lllil'{i I.':lﬂ':ik l.iuubdr:«-.\
comes in useful.

Rooyal Parrot Finches, while certainly the most brilliantly—coloured members
of the family, nevertheless lack some of the gualities which make most Parrot
Finches such attractive aviary birds. Their figures, for instance, are plump
and stocky and without elegance, and instead of having the neat Tit-like
vivacity which characterises their relatives, they are quite incredibly wild and
clumsy even in a large planted aviary, where they dash madly about if you go
anywhere near them, often ending up dangling, helpless and panting with
their toenails canght up in the wire netting.  Usually when the unnecessary
vanic had died down, they managed to release themselves, but sometimes |
1ad to do this for them.

I had about a dozen of these birds before the war and always hoped that they
would eventually calm down. In this, however, | was disappointed, and as
they were every bit as wild after eighteen months as on the day they arrived, I
IL"Ir I i.".'“l]l.l L'r'll:ll.]ri,' tl'l.f.'lll Ty Et_'rl!'lgﬂ'T, :ll'li.l 11-'|Tt.|."l;{ \\-Itll t]“."['l].,

It is a great pity that, at least in my experience, they remain so desperately
wild, becawse if only they would become tamer and steadier and give one a
chance to look at them properly, they would certainly be among the most
ornamental of aviary inhabitants as regards colour, though to my mind a bird
has to possess both beauty of shape and colouring to be entrely satistying to the
eve, which incidentally is why 1 always think the Amherst Pheasant one of
the most beautiful birds in the world.

I found Roval Parrot Finches even wilder in cages and small aviaries, so
most of their time was spent in a planted aviary furnished with numerous nest
bi_'l-!l'.("si m twao 11"" “’!'l'i.i.‘ll Wore I"l".l!ltl r.]r]“.'f l]ﬂl{—!]l‘nrtl‘li .;ltl.i."T]]l'lt'h at nests oon=
structed chiefly of dead leaves with a few grass stalks,

I have never tried keeping them with other birds, but in the planted aviary
of which they were the -sn{c inhabitants, [ never saw any sign of their squabbling
among themselves. When they thought there was lmtud}' about, and had
theretore temporarily ceased to be in their usual panic-stricken condition,
the cocks frequently uttered their brief, miniature policeman’s whistle song,
practically indistinguishable from that of the Red-headed Parrot Finch,

Roval Parror Finches are not difficult to cater for, but I found them oo
susceptible to cold to be wintered out of doors without heat, and rather in-
clined to die suddcnly for no obvious reason w1w1| ..l[!]'l:l.Tﬂ.‘utI}" i IJEJ‘FI'."{:[ ]‘J:.".L]l]l
and condiion—probably from a fit. This being the case it 15 essental that
mealworms, which are very fattening, and for which they have a passion,
should be strictly rationed to not more than at most two per day per bird,
and ],'lf{!'l.‘.lilblt' every other day would be safer.  Probably gentles would prove
a4 more .\.]t:l!d'.‘u'tur}" II"I!'[' !"i'll.'!l(l.

They should be fed on canary, white and brown millet, also millet sprays,
of which they are particularly fond, and though they can be offered spinach
bect as well as the usual wild greenfoods, it should be remembered that they
are largely fruit-caters in a wild state, and in confinement will consume astonish-
ng quantities of ripe sweet apple, first picking out and eating the pips. Although
they will live perfectly well on seed, apple and a few mealworms, they should
be offered any other suitable fruit when available, particularly figs.
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(Bathilda ruficauda)

AN attractive Grassfinch which has never, for some reason, achieved

quite the P '-}ulLL:ril:}' it deserves. The male has the upper surface
yellowish-green, while the breast and sides of the body have a rather olive tinge
and are covered with small white spots.  The lower belly is pale vellow, The
torehead, checks and throat are hr]g]n vermilion red, the cheeks ln'm!_{ minutels
spotted with tiny white dots.  The tail is brownish-red. They are just about
the same size as the Panted Finch, and 1 .|]'.-.'.|~_,'l. think a hybrid between the
Wi |1]I:_,_r|1'[ be very atractive.  The female resembles the male, bt :IHI_I.I”:.
has much less red on the face.

Ruficaudas come from MNorthern Australia and are .ll“'.l‘l.'H known m their
napve |:'II'Il.L .'I.'I’Hj .|.|‘}'I.IIL'I:I[]‘_|' eVer }'1.\'|11'r4.' 4,'\;|,4.'|!L| 1 i.'.f'l-!_tl:'ll'l-f.i h\ [Il.u,' e of
Star Finch. ||1t'}' are excellent aviary birds and can be bred in quite a small
.|‘.'j,,l|:‘_; {.I.'.'u.rll.l 5 feet |L|I1g} J\FH'\'IL‘{'{‘ a \.in!_gll_' F.ii:r are 1E% n|:||::,' mnhabitans.

Before the war we used to breed |.1rg:: numbers of them and individual
pairs were sometimes almost incredibly prolific, particularly during the really
hot summers we used to get i those days. We found that they liked an
open wire Finch nest box ]Illtl:_{ up under overhead cover, and in this l|:|wlr winld
construct their globular nests with an entrance hole at the side.

When Lll\|1|.1_\'illj.t. a cock Ruficauda loves to get hold of the longest possible
grass stalk he can find, but, as he holds it in his beak at the extreme tp, and waves
it about, he is rather inclined to trip over it when displaying to his lady.

Ruficaudas should be fed on white and brown millet, small canary seed
and greentood.  When rearing young, they should be given mullet sprays,
guantines nt'-ilu',!.'i.'riu!_: grass, chickweed ctc., and very small mealworms, the
number of these being gradually increased daily as the brood grows.

As I'll""'”'.‘ birds, Ruficaudas are the most satisfactory of all the Australian
Grasshinches, as they wsually go to nest and are excellent stayers. | once kept
some at Eil‘m‘l"[}' ar my old home, and very L'|!'|'.II‘]IIi.]l]_" additions to the !-E““]'-‘“
Iht'}' were. | doubt if these birds are L'II'I.lTr.‘1I\' hardy, and therefore it is safest
to keep them cither in an aviary with a heated shelter, or in a flight cage in a
warm birdroom during the winter months,

/Qﬂﬁiﬂ..i"" Fl'l‘l?fl li/{/("ﬂ ver

(Plesiositagra cucullatus)

HIS Weaver belongs to the numerous Placeine group, of which the species
of the genus Hyphantornis and Sitagra are the most often imported.  Itisa
large and handsome bird with a powerful and rather long pointed beak, very

1)
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unlike that of the Viduine Weavers belonging to the genus Pyromelana, which
ogether smaller birds and include Napoleon ind Orange Weavers which

Are Al i
are described on pages 70 and 73.

The wings are medinm brown, each feather E‘L'lll:.'_ marrowly L'L{:..E-'.'-i with buff,
and the mantle is darker nigger-brown with each of the feathers broadly

bordered with vellow The tail is medium brown The head and throat are

The Half-masked Weaver is very fascinating in an
aviary because it is one of the most industrious
and skilful nest weavers of the whale group

r=hrown Ihe upper breast is rich

sooty-black merging on the nape into niy
coppery-orange shading into buttercup vellow on the belly. The beak s
!_r|.|:|r|1r|:.|| colour.

The fiery red eyes, which glow like rubies in their jer black setting, are one
of the bird’s most striking and beautiful features.  In all the illustranons of the
bird I have seen they are incorrectly represented as of a pale seraw colour, which
indicates that these were p:n}qu. painted from skins mstead of a living speci-
men,  In any case this omission of the red eve mu h detraces from the hand-
some richness of this Weaver's general appearance.

Hens are brown abowe with the feathers narrowly bordered with |.1LITi-.
and the lower parts are vellowish-white. Males have an eclipse plumage



106 FOREIGN BIRD KEEFING

similar to that of the female, but some cocks never go out of colour. My
opinion is that the assumption of eclipse plumage is usually a sign of youth and
that after a couple of years or so they tend more and more to retain full male
plumage all the year round.

Rufous-necked Weavers inhabit West and South-West Africa and are
partial to the vicinity of rivers where, being gregarious, a number of pairs
will make their nests in a single tree or among t%m tall reeds bordering a river.
The cleverly woven nest, made from strips torn from the reeds, is shaped some-
what like a far vegetable marrow, with a round pipe-like entrance sometimes
several inches in length.  The eggs of these birds are blotched and spotted with
various shades of brown and grey, but their background colour is said to be
extremely variable; ranging from pinkish-white ro dark greenish-blue.

Like other Weavers, Lﬁﬂ! “song " merely consists of a continuous harsh
grating buzzing sound oceasionally interspersed in the case of this bird with
rather surprisingly high-pitched squeaks.

I don't think they have ever been bred in confinement, although the late
Mr. Shore-Baily almost succeeded in 1914 in breeding their close relative
the Abyssinian Weaver ﬂH phantornis abyssinicus). He failed, however, with
the Rufous-necked as al ]Z:s “hens " invariably proved to be young cocks
out of colour.

On no account, of course, must Rufous-necked Weavers be associated in
a mixed collection with defenceless birds such as small Finches and Waxbills,
They can be kept safely, however, with other Weavers and with Cardinals and
Budgerigars, but whether they would be safe with newly-fledged young
ones | am in no position to say as | have never tried it, but | L(?:mk it extremely
doubtful. 1 think if a mixed collection is kept, usually for the show of colour
they provide, it is far best to have only unmated males. This reduces to a
minimum the fighting that would be inevitable if members of the opposite
sex were included.

These birds will live perfectly well on canary, millet and greenfood, but
they like hemp and would probably eat sunflower as well. They will also
cat mealworms, but it is not csscnn’ar to give them live food.  Another name
for this bird is the Golden Oriole Weaver,

The Hat=Masken Weaver (S. vitellinus) is considerably smaller than the
Rufous-necked and comes from Senegambia and as far north as Timbukou,
Itisa prﬂnz bird, yellowish-green above, more tinged with brown on the
wings, and bright vellow below. The crown, sides of the neck, and throat
are russct-orange. These are among the most industrious nest builders of
the whole family, and Mr. Shore-Baily successfully bred them in 1916,

The Litris Masken Weaven (S. luteala) is the smallest of the family and
i5 yellowish-olive above, bright yellow below, while the forehead, checks
:mcif throat are black. It is sometimes called the Atlas Weaver and is found
from Senegambia to East Africa. It is fairly often imported.
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(Sicalis flaveola)
A FREELY-IMPORTED and well-known cage and aviary bird, the Saffron

Finch has much to recommend it, including its extreme hardiness. The
male has the upper back and mantle greenish-yellow, each feather having a
dusky streak in the centre, while the tail and wings are darker and greener,
The head is orange, the crown being particularly vivid, and this colour
merges into pure yellow on the underparts, tinged with green at the sides of the
breast. Length is a licde over 5 inches,  The female is similar, but her colours
are considerably duller.

Saffron Finches inhabit South America from Brazil to Bolivia, where,
judging by the large number imported into Europe, they must be very common
'Liri indeed. In a wild state they are said to favour as nestng sites the disused
nests of other birds as well as holes in walls and in the decayed limbs of trees
which are their usual homes,

In confinement the best nesting receptacle for them 1s a box of suitable size
hung up perpendicularly with the bottom half of the front boarded up and
the top half open. It is as well to start their nest for them by half-filling the
bottom part with hay, just to give them the idea. 1 have bred them myself,
and they have been bred quite often in confinement.  Herr August Wiener
claimed to have bred them successfully in a Highe cage.

1 have also had odd males at various times in a large planted aviary with
other birds of similar size. These proved quite peaceable.  All those who have
bred Saffron Finches seem to agree that a pair when breeding have a disturbing
influence in a mixed collection, partly owing to the cock’s habit of chasing the
hen about, and sometimes vice versa.

I had never intended trying these birds at liberty, but we released several
Saffron Finches when war broke out in 1939.  One or two disappeared, but
those that remained stayed well and proved among the tamest and most
attractive of liberty birds. I can remember how showy they were with their
orange heads and yellow breasts.

Saffron Finches are industrious though not particularly melodious songsters,
their song rather resembling that of some of the English Buntings. They are
extremely hardy and quite indifferent to cold, despite their country of origin.
Feeding should consist of canary seed and the two millets with a lietle hemp,
the usual greenfoods and an occasional mealworm can be offered by way of
a treat.

When a pair have young i the nest, 1 would offer them in addition to
their ordinary diet a small strictly-rationed daily allowance of mealworms and
some gentles, also plenty of greenfood, together with hard-boiled egg and
breadcrumbs, such as one gives breeding Canaries.

The Yeowiss Finves (8. hiteola luteiventris), a smaller relative of the Saffron
Finch, is imported in fair numbers. 1t is olive-green with dark-brown streaks
on the back and mantle.  The wing-feathers are dark brown with paler edges.
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Eve streaks and abdomen are i~1|:.'_|'|[ |1L|[[r1-.i=}' vellow and the breast |1.||L-
vellow. The hen has less vellow and more brown in her p]un'«t,'._-_r_;-_ They
inhabit the Argentine, ( hile, and Peru, and should receive the sami I;'q'xhn!_{
and treatment as the Saffron Finch,

. )!!J&wa ?’{’L \f::'{f

(Estrilda astrild)

l I' 15 hardly ne cossary to give a detailed deseription of this bird as it 15 really
glonfied edition of the common Red-cared Waxhill, There is a large
and a small varicty; the larger and more handsome bird of the two has a
longer tail, greyer general }Juul age, which is also more distinctly barred
transversely with narrow blackish |II|I.~ and has a considerably ]‘l||1_r||f.x'1 and
more extensive rose-red patch on the abdomen The female resembles the male
but is slightly the smaller bird and has a less extensive rosy patch on the abdomen,

This is a South African species which has been introduced into St. Helena,
Mauritins .|hd Madagascar. They cong gregare in large flocks in South Africa

where they are known as the Red-beak or * Roodebec.”

Even more 50 than the other African Waxhills with long tails, the St. Helena
makes use of its tail with very great ceffect.  These birds are, in fact, hardly ever
still, |I.FMIh.' their tails to .LI.J fro like the ]u:l..ﬁuhl n of a clock. '\ut]ur.h__

Fit.mw them more than a bundle of Howering grass, upon which they can hang
upside down, pecking out the heads and wagging their tails contentedly with
every movement of their bodies

While by no means rare in confinement, St. Helena Waxhills have never
been so tt‘u.h imported as their smaller and r |t]n r less beautiful relatve, the
Red-cared, so the competition to obtain them has always been greater.  Both
species are equally chs arming and wivacious, and the 11'ul|:|3_r. housing and
general management of each should be the same

Seal: [ W.
~ AR ff_t'!'l‘lﬂfﬂf’f ‘Veaver

(Sporopipes squamifrons)

HE genus Speropipes contains only two species, namely the Scaly-crowned
and the Speckled-fronted Weavers. It is not surprising that they have

been given a genus to themselves as they are quite unlike any of the other
Weavers. In shape and demeanour, as well as in the fact that they have quite
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a tuneful lictle song, they remind one more of one of the smaller Serins In
fact. in their native land they are not called Weaver at all, but Scaly-feathered
Finch

In a chaste way the Scaly-crowned Weaver is pretty and its plumage is very
attractively m: irked.  The head is dark grey and the crown black, cach of the
feathers of the latter lun'-_: rather pointe d and narrowly bordered with white,
which gives the scaly effect from which the bird takes its name The back

The Scaly-crowned Weaver is pretty in a quiet way with very
attractively marked plumage. When not nesting they are perfectly
amiable in mixed company, but when breeding should be kept
with birds of their own size and strength. They readily go to nest

is buffish-grey and the underparts grey ish-white, and there s a black and white

moustachial streak.  The wings and tail are black with a faint tinge of brown
_|||._E i 14 |1 .-i.l;l'.g- h'_|t|'.|.'r- |:-_|'\ A TRErToWw, ©Yen; 'L'.]'|I1-: l;'-|1la.:||.r |.|'|L ||. Z5 |II-.L |:"'|. .1!\
are flesh—coloured.  Length is about 4} inches.  Their home is South Africa
There is licde difference in the sexes except that the cock has usually
rather heavier moustachial streak Ihey are perfectly amiable in mixed
company so long as they are not nesting and out of the breeding season |

have kept them w ith Waxhills in quite a ~|'|'|\|| aviary When breeding, how-
ever, it 15 advisable to kecp them with birds of their own size and "'1FI.||L1.||
and even these will be vigorously chivied away from the vicinity of the nest.

Mo |§|\. 1_|||, \ r|_|,||1||l_ Canary '\.-'-:-.E '\.'\l'll.l' "I-.:I |1r|'\'-'-ll 11|I”l[ lI'|l.1 I."Ll.l'lfnl'h..
with miller sprays as an exura, although sometimes | have seen them picking
owver the insectivorous nuxture !*h-\':dr:| for other mhabitants of the aviary.



I FOREIGN BIRD KEEPING

When they have young to rear, however, they would probably become largely
mnsectivorous like so many birds that are normally sced-caters. They arc
quite willing to go to nest and were first bred in this country by Mr. W. E.
Teschemaker. A spherical nest is built with the entrance at the side, and their
eggs are like those of a House Sparrow, only smaller.

They are quite hardy and can be wintered without heat, at any rate in
the South of England.  Unfortunately nowadays they are very rarely imported.

The SeeckiEp-roNTED WEAVER (S, frontalis) comes from West, Fast, and
Equatorial Africa. It is rather larger than the Scaly-crowned, and has less grey
and more tawny in the plumage.

S} olted ._?x'rpﬂ'n ch

(Lagonosticta rufopicta)

HIS bird is also known as the Bar-breasted Firefinch. The male has the
forehead, underparts, rump and tail-coverts uiuuu_\fin]n:. and the |rl}:pur
surface greyish-brown. The breast is streaked and dotted with white and the

bill is red, paler at the base. The female resembles the male, but the wings
are more brown and there are fewer white streaks on the breast,

Distribution: From Sencgal to the Upper Nile.

It is said to be a free breeder and requires the same diet and treatment as the
Common Firefinch,

The Sydney Waxbill is
the only Waxbill that
inhabits Australia, It
is one of the larger
species and is most
attractive and desirable.
Unfortunately it is not
freely imported here
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( Estrilda rhodopyga)

BOUT ftour years ago we had some of these rare Waxbills ar Keston
the first of this species we ever had there.

Sundevall's Waxbill differs from the Common Red-cared Waxbill in being
a rather warmer brownish colour and having a black instead of a red beak
There is also a touch of red on the wings. The sexes are much alike

Distribution: Ethiopia.

It requires the same diet and treatment as the Red-cared Waxhall, with
which it is said to have been hybridized

-._S‘;IE}.(HE'I!; ?-’{/in n'[ /

(Aegintha temporalis)

S thus is the only Waxbill that comes from Awstralia it 15 not surprising
A that it should be known in its native country as the Redbill or simply as
the Waxhbill. Itis grey tl]!kll{ with olive above, and has the face, torehead,
and cheeks grey, the tail bei ing greyish-brown. The sides of the neck have a
vellow tinge and the throat and breast are whitish. There is a brighe red line
above the cye running from the base of the beak to the car; the rump is scarlet
and the beak red. The sexes are alike. Length is about 4} inches.

They are quite common in New South Wales and it is a pity they are not
more often imported as they have a great deal to recommend them, par-
ticularly their stcadiness, and also their willingness to go to nest, although their
efforts in this direction are not always successful as they are rather inclined to
build one nest, start to incubate, and then build another nest on top of the first.
They were first bred by that great breeder of foreign birds, Mr. Reginald
I'h;l!.p.. in 1902,

I think the reason they have not been more often imported is thar Australian
exporters have always thnu tht it a better proposition to concentrate on the
more brilliantly—coloured of their Finches such as Gouldians, with which, of
course, the Sydney Waxbill cannot compare, But considered simply as a
member of the Waxhill family, it more than holds its own both as to beaury
and the vivacity which is a charming characteristic of that family,

Sydney Waxbills, once they are properly acclimatised, are quite hardy,
and should be fed on white and brown millet and small canary seed.  They are
fond of millet spray and should be given the usual greenfoods.  When rearing
young they would also need a certain amount ot live food, such as gentles,
insects and small mealworms, live ant pupe probably being the best.
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(Euplectes taha)

Tll]'\ small Weaver |||.'||r really be called the South African form of th
well-known an I popular Napoleon Weaver (E. afra) from which

differs only in having the \.'\\.l'll'\l.\i of the breast black, nste

[rart Fhe male is vell with the wings da

having a narrow buff border,

of merely the lower

L
k brown, cach fe

r
cheeks, throat and breast being velveny

When out of colour the males resem

the temales, which are medivm-
brown stnated with dark brown, and with the breast paler than the rest of the
| 11 1en -\.Ii.'lll.l""l Weavers: at least 1

plunmag Thev are indistmguishabls

have never discovered any wav of telling the two apart
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Faha Weavers were bred for the first ame in this country by Mr. Shore-
Baily in 1915, an

1 doubt if they have ever been bred since or if anyone has
y50.  He has recorded that they built a dome-shaped nest
in a clump of rushes, and that the two eggs were white flecked with brown
like those of the Napoleon Weaver.  Both young ones were reared by the hen,
chicfly on small insects, wasp grubs and mealworms, which she first
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given a regular supply of live food when rearing young, At such a time it
might be a good plan to offer them insectivorous mixture as well.

Tahas are perfectly hardy and mine were in a planted aviary with a cosy
wooden shelter attached.  They seldom used the Eltt:r. however, preferning
even in the depths of winter to roost on a long twiggy branch nailed up under
cover at the back of the aviary.

1/9:'.5:'1‘0{? o rfteu " ﬁ'.ug

(Passerina versicolor)

WHILE this rarely imported Buntng is less brilliandy coloured than some
of its relatives, it 15 nonc the less extremely attractive, and its colour
scheme always reminds me of the various shades of Aubriea,

It is a very difficult bird to describe, but roughly speaking the male is a
rather subdued purplish-red above, with the frontal band, lores and chin black.
The lbrcparr. of the crown, upper part of the car-coverts, ramp, back of nape,
and upper tail-coverts are mauvish-blue.  The lower part of the car-coverts,
checks, and lesser wing-coverts are the same blue, EHI deeper and richer.
The back of the crown and just round the eyes is scarlet and the feathers of
the wings mainly gunmetal-colour edged with smoky blue and purplish-red.
The throat is purplish-red, while the rest of the underparts are deep mauovish-
purple, greyer on the flanks.

The temale 1s much duller, the purplish-red arcas of the cock being replaced
by a mousy-brown colour, and his bluc arcas grey tinged with blue,

I never think a written description of this bird sounds at all exciting bur,
as 1 am sure anyone who has kept them will agree, a male in perfect condition
is a very lovely little bird indeed, with his pastel colours, ranging from smoky-
blue o n-ddiﬁn—nmuw set off by touches of scarler, black, and deep, almost
cobale, blue.

The Versicolour Bunting, alternatively called the Varied Nonpareil, inhabits
America, where it is found in Texas, ..mj more rarcly in Michigan. It breeds
in Central America, Guatemala, and Mexico.  Its habits and domestic arrange-
ments are similar to those of the Nonpareil, but as it is so very rarely imported
it i5 presumably less abundant in a wild state than its wclitknnwu relanve.
It has much the same short but sweet, if rather monotonous, song as most
of the Buntings, and should be fed and treated like a Nonpareil.

I always used to keep one or two cock Versicolours in my planted aviary
before the war where they proved perfectly hardy, usnally ignoring the wooden
shelter and roosting in the evergreens.  They were fed on canary seed, millet
and greenfood witlt;a small daily allowance of mealworms in the winter.  The
mealworms were discontinued in the summer, as at that time the birds ook
much health-giving exercise capturing live inseets for themselves.
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(Lagomosticta vinacea)
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Distribution: West Africa
I'has ateractove hictle !_'-||.| 15 NOLC Importe d as freelv as the Common Fir timch

but 15 in every way a highly desirable aviary inhabitant

? ‘{'u/rfku-n/ ? {’{r J‘:r'//

(Lrrandtina granating)

HIS extremely beautiful littde bird is to my mind the loveliest of the
1\1. .I-lll .|1:-1 it I|.I 1 I I':ll;l st ||

eral body colour ol "||-_ male

mation of colours I

ich mah wany to -.--r'r_ chestnut-

brown [he cheek patches are purplish tail-con fore-
head and rump cobalt bl ] ding to blue at th
and the beak i }'I:. try, but all her

rs are much paler thas » cock’s, her body colour being biscuit brown

et—ears ong tails and are just over 5 mches in length
Untortunately while most of r!'._ |'|_||.- known '\'R':\l,';” are among th

ieans be said of Violet

ASICST Of |.|‘-'.l ign birds to keep, the same can by no
cars which are, indeed, far from easy.
The chicf thing l

Ippreclate an occasio

ar in mind about them is that while most Waxhills
1al insect buot will live

perfectly well on seed alone, thi
does not apply to Violet-cars. They are incapable of li

i lomg on such a
since live msects are essential for them, and meidentally this provides the cl
to their extreme delicacy on arrival in this country, Usually thev have been
ht over among a number of purely sced-cating Waxbills. By the tn

[ !-: “ArS reach our shor

ALTer Just TTEATIA [ CXIST OG0 4 :|!.'I COTISISTIngr




P
-,

Ruficaudas and Heck's Grassfinches. The Ruficauda is also called a Star Finch
Both of these birds are good breeders in an aviary., Ruficaudas stay well at liberty

Hen Silver Zebra, Pectoralis, and Chestnut-breasted Finches, The Silver is a
Zebra Finch mutation, The Pecroralls and Chestnut-breasted Finches
of the Australian Mannikins

are two
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of nothing but seed for several weeks, they are usually emaciated and show every
sign of acute diet deficiency.

Sometimes, if they arrive at the nght tme of year, it is possible with great
care to pull them round. They should be kept at a steady temperature of
about 8o deg. given live ant pupa if obtainable (a3 wonderful pick-me-up for
delicate newly-imported insectivorous birds) together with as great a variety of
small insects as one can find, not forgetung spiders, which birds obviously
consider the tastiest of morsels.

Their new owner's first impulse is often to stuff them with mealworms in
order to build up their strength, but this is the greatest mistake particularly for
a bird that has for long been deprived of live food. It will lead to acute diges-
tive troubles and may even prove fatal. Gentles, perhaps, are a berter live
food at this tme.

Some newly-imported Waxbills can be induced o eat sweetened bread and
milk. Since this is itself an almost complete food, it is wonderful how quickly
there will be an improvement in the condition of birds that take it. Incidentally,
if one is importing birds in any numbers it 1s worth keeping a few Waxbills
known to be bread-and-milk caters to put with the new arrivals who will thus
learn to eat it much quicker than they otherwise would.

So long as one 15 carcful that neither is allowed to go sour in the cage both
Virol and milk, each mixed with water, may be given o newly-imported
birds to drink instead of plain water. In fact, anything within reason can be
tried that is calculated to build up their strength after their long and tring

UTTICY.
i In ‘l{hc case of such birds as Violet-cared Waxbills that have always been
considered delicate and very difficult w acclimatise, air travel offers great
scope, as the birds would be perfectly all right during the few days of the
journey with, if necessary, nothing but seed and water.

Once thoroughly acclimatised the worst is over and they should be fed on
canary seed, millet and greenfood, and the finest grade insectivorous mixture
and a small daily allowance of mealworms or gentles plus any suitable small
insects one can find.

If possible, they should spend the summer months in an outdoor aviary.
Although the then Lord Tavistock has recorded that he found them able 1o
stand considerable cold without being any the worse for it, and actually kept a
pair at libd:nzr all one winter, 1 would :J:risc heating their shelter or bringing
them into a Hight cage in a warm room for the winter to be on the safe side.

It will be seen that they are by no means everybody's bird, but they are
altogether so charming and beauniful that they are well worth the extra care
entailed and, of course, there is always the chance of breeding them. Actually
this would not have the added attraction of being a first breeding, as Violet-
cars have already been bred in this country, umaEl'; by that very clever and
successful breeder of “ difficult ™ foreign birds, Mers, Dr:‘i;e of Mylor, Cornwall.

As to nest boxes I should give them the choice of a wire and a wooden nest
box and also a bundle of twigs nailed up under overhead cover.  As rearing
food for the young ones [ should provide as great a variety of live food as |
could find, including, if possible, live ant pupx. 1 ﬂmufd give them also
cleaned gentles, but mealworms rather sparingly. The latter are all right

8
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as long as they are carefully rationed, and I have reared fine broods of Red-
headed Parrot Finches with nothing but mealworms in the way of live food,
the number given being increased by one each day as the brood grew.

The first Violet-ear ever to have been imported into Europe appears to
have been one sent in 1754 to Louis XV's mistress, the Marquise de Pompadour,
in Paris, with whom it lived for three years. As it was a remarkable achieve-
ment to keep a Violet-ear alive for three years in Paris—which can be so
bitterly cold in winter—particularly in those days when so little was known of
the requirements of foreign birds in caprvity, one can well believe that Madame
de Pompadour was ** known to be an enthusiastic friend of foreign birds."

During the cighteen-seventies several Germans, including Prince Ferdinand
of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha, received Violet-cars in Germany, but so rare did they
remain in this country that even at the beginning of the present century a
pair were sold for £10, the equivalent of £ 30 or so nowadays.

At various times | have had single male specimens of this Waxbill, but only
on one occasion a pair, the female of which died very suddenly and dis-
appointingly Just as they were showing signs of going to nest. | never noticed
much sign of the * beautiful song " to which the old writers frequently refer,
nor should 1 have expected anything very striking in the way of melody from
a member of the Waxbill family.

?":‘:rgt'm'an Can&'iﬂaf

(Cardinalis cardinalis)

HIS is the largest and most handsome of the Cardinals, and must have been

among the hirst foreign birds ever to be imported into Europe. The male

has the upper surface and tail brownish-red and the cheeks, crest and all the

under surface bright red. There is a narrow black frontal band which widens

to enclose the front half of the eve and then narrows to form a black patch on
the throat.  The beak is vermilion. Length is rather more than 8 inches.

The female is pale olive-brownish above with the thighs and tail dusky
brick-red, a colour which also appears on the crest.  The underparts are fawn-
coloured while the black parts of the cock's face mask are dusky rather than
pure black.

The typical Virginian Cardinal comes from the Eastern United States.
There are several more or less distinet races found in different parts of the
country, but I do not propose to deal with these here, except to say that the
Mexican race 15 particularly desirable, because although rather smaller than
the typical form it is the brightest red of them all,

It has been imported into Europe for centuries and 1 think it was in the
Pitti Palace in Florence that I saw a very beautiful table, which had been made
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for one of the Medicis, consisting of a t:lt""ll_g-"l of birds and leaves and branches,
exquisitely executed m the famous Florentine marble inlay, Prominent among
the birds, if I remember rightly, was a very life-like Virgimian Cardinal,

This bird was among the first the onigmal English sertlers i North America
sent back to the " Old Country,” and 1 thunk it must have been in a rather
nostalgic mood that they chrstened him ™ Virginian  Nightingale.” It is
true he has e a I,‘]-l.'.l\.l[1l SO, bur it cannot be l.l"lnp.un'l.{ with that of our
Nip‘.hhug.llu, consisting as it does of a few tuning=up notes resembling * Whit-
Whit-What,” followed by * Cheow . . . Cheeow . . | Checow . . . chow

L|'||1'\‘\. A i.'hl"n\.“ POTe oF ||_"\‘\. I..H“L"'\l'“l}' F-'Pt'-lh'iL

Virginian Cardinals will live well in a flight cage or i a small aviary, bue
are seen at their best amid the natoral greenery of a fair-sized planted aviary
where their bright red plumage makes them particularly conspicuous, If they
have a disadvantage it s that, being probably fully aware of their striking
appearance, they are rather ing ltned o hide away in thick bushes, seldom
Pcrc]ﬂnl_l for |n||]_'; on bare branches,

I have not found them aggressive except to other Cardinals, which they are
SOMmetImes im']lln:'.l o persecutc

They have been bred, and once they had come o breeding conditon
wonld IPrn!'-J'l'-l}' become n'-1|1\1l|l""-']"|‘_\ MOre aEEresave to the other immates
of the aviary.

If making an artempt at breeding them, 1 think the best chanee of success
would be if a pair were given a moderare=sized aviary o themselves, preferably
with a few bushes m the fight and with one or two half open-fronted wooden

The Grey and White
Warbling Finch is a
member of the wery
rarely imported genus
Poospiza, all of which
come from South
America. In  appear-
ance it s the most Tit-
like of the four Warb-
ling Finches referred
to on pages |18 120,
and although it will eat
seed it requires a cer-
tain amount of live
food as well
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nest boxes hung |1:Fh up in suitable places under overhead cover, Once the
young ones hatched, the parents would have to be kept supplied with a limited

vantity of mealworms and plenty of gentles, ant pupa, ctc., in addition to
i:ir ordinary seed diet.

I have always thoughe they would make admirable controlled-liberty birds,
when, of course, they would capture plenty of insects upon which to rear their
brood, as well as looking very striking and beautiful flying about in a garden.

Virginian Cardinals are perfectly hardy, and an atempt was once made o
establish them at complete liberty at Woburn. This, however, was only
partly successful, as the ?nt-: Duke of Bedford told me that, while a pair would
stay and breed successfully, the population never increased as the parents
mvariably drove away the young ones.

They should be fed on canary seed, millet and sunflower seed, with a little
hemp and plenty of greenfood and apple, of which they are very fond. Although
they are mainly seed-caters, a couple of mealworms per bird should be supplied
every other day or so, particularly if they are kept in a cage.  Although they
do well in both cage and aviary, they seldom, after a moult in confinement,
retain quite the hn:.iﬁam red of their importation plumage.

Mrgfiug .a'nr es

(Poospiza)

WHEN I received some of these birds from abroad, 1 could not recall
having scen any of them before. 1 could find nothing about them in

Aviculture Vol. I, so sent descriptions to the British Museum and Mr. R W,
Sims of the Bird Section idx:nl:iﬁ?:i them as follows:

Ringed Warbling Finch (Poospiza torquata).

Chestnut and Black Warbling Finch ?P. nigro-rufa).

Grey and White Warbling Finch (P. melanoleuca).

Pretty Warbling Finch (P. ormata).

Mr. A. A. Prestwich, always a mine of information on the subject of rare
foreign birds, has kindly furnished me with the following information:

" Ringed Warbling Finch: Allan Silver imported one from Holland in 1936,
it soon died.”

* Chestut and Black Warbling Finch: De Quincey brought two about
1924. The Zoo had one in 1932, listed as new to the collection.”

" White and Grey Warbling Finch: No information.”

* Pretty Warbling Finch.  Silver imported a pair from Holland in 1936.
They nested, but the ﬁm died during the T

Prestwich also mentions: * Bonaparte's Warbling Finch (P. bonapartei)
brought by Morrison in 1938, and also White's Warbling Finch (P. whitei) the
latter bred by Allan Silver in 1937, a first success, A.M. 1938/pg8.”
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This neat and lovely
lietle bird, the Chestnut
and Black ‘Warbling
Finch, reminds ane
much more of a
Warbler than a Finch,
and though it eats a
little seed it must also
have same live food

He further states: ™ There are sixteen species of Warbling Finch of which
only six appear to have been imported.”™

Of the iluur species | have, Mr. John Yealland, Curator of Birds at the London
Zoo, tells me that the Zoo has never had the Pretty and the Ringed.

Mow to give a short description of cach of the four species | am I.1I..,".I|.'|IfH
with here:

Ramcen Warsung Frvoi: Rather reminds one, at a glum‘;—, of a miniature
Pied Wagrail. Dark greyish-black above, whitish below, with a white throat.
The head is black, with a bold white streak above and below the eye. Under
tail-coverts chesmut; a small black tr=like beak, and has all the vivacity of the
tit fammily,

Distribution: Western Bolivia.

CHEsTNUT AnD Brack Wansning Fiven: Upper surface dark slate grey,
darkest on the forehead. The CYes are in a jt't black arca, with a broad white
streak above and below.  Under surface chesmut, with the centre of the lower
breast white.  Beak and general shape very warbler-like. The most handsome,
as well as the best songster of the fjnur specics.

Distribution : Southern Brazil, Uruguay, Paraguay, North-Eastern Argentina,

GreY AnD WaHITE Wansune Fincu: In general appearance the most nr-like
of the four, much resembling our native Marsh Tit,

Distribution: Eastern Bolivia, South-Western Brazil, Paraguay, Uruguay,
Northern Argentina, 5

Prerry Warstine Fincn: Dark brownish-grey above, with whitish wig
bars. Under surface buffish-cinnamon.  Beak Finch-like, and the bird much
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reminds one of a small biscuit-coloured Chaffinch. 1 should call it the least
pretty of the four.

Distribution: In his letter to me Mr, Sims did not state the habitat of this
bird, but it certainly comes from South America.

The Pretty and the Chestnut and Black are roughly the size of a Roller
Canary, the other two being rather smaller. I have only one Grey and White,
probably a hen as it does not sing, but the sexes in the others are much alike,
the hens being slightly duller than the cocks. The males have brief oft-
repeated little songs, more reminiscent of a Bunting than a Warbler.

With the possible exception of ormata, it is dtﬂicui to see why they have been
called Finches at all, as they are really something between a Tit and a Warbler,
and I doubt if any of them would ti've for long on an ordinary Finch diet of
seed and greenfoods. Mine will eat some canary sced, millet, and millet
spray, but they are also very fond of bread and milk, finely-chopped apple,
insectivorous mixture, gentles and mealworms.

They wintered successfully in an outdoor aviary with a heated shelter, and
the Chestnut and Black Warbling Finch (P. nigro-rufa) was successfully bred for
the first time in captivity during the 1955 scason at the Keston Foreign Bird

Farm. The single young one was pale grey, with a darker tail, and a whitish
streak above the eye.

Yolloo-backed Whydak

(Coliuspasser macroura)

ITHER the specimens 1 have had were a dull race of this Whydah or those

coloured illustrations 1 have seen are all somewhat flattering.  The male is
black, the wing feathers being dark brown bordered with buff. In most of
the illustrations the bird is sﬁuwn as having the whole of the upper back
brilliant yellow, but in my specimens this yellow area was not nearly so exten-
sive.  Length is about 8} inches including the tail, which is of medium length
with a rounded end and not long and tapering as in the case of many of the
Whydahs.

The female is slightly the smaller bird, the whole of the upper parts being
dark brown with IE: l{:thcrs bordered with buff and the under parts pale
brown streaked with darker brown. When out of colour the male resembles
the female, but has yellow wing-coverts.

This species comes from West Africa and Von Heuglin writing of it says :
“* 1 found it in pairs during the summer rains in the moist valleys of Bongo near
the Gazelle river. The cock is in full colour by the middle of July an 15}:::-
ently leaves the country in August and September with his family. 1 saw them
again in December. Like the others of the family the Gold-backed Whydah
frequents high grass and eats their seeds; it is un]g in the breeding season that
it does not go ngul: in flocks. Itis a long-lived bird.’
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They are said to make a nest somewhat like that of a Grenadier Weaver and
to be fairly ready to go to nest in confinement.  Those I had were always kept
with birds of roughly their own size and strength, and 1 should be very chary
of associating them with small Finches.

Easy to feed and perfectly hardy, they should be given canary seed,
millet and greenfood with some hemp and sunflower, which 1 found some
specimens appreciate more than others.  They should have also the usual wild
greenfoods and can be offered a few mealworms occasionally.

Yullowhollicd Webill

(Coccopygia melanotis guartinia)

HE male Yellow-bellied Waxhbill, having no black on the face, is hardly

distinguishable from a female Dufresne’s, except for the quite extensive

patch of yellow on the belly. The female 15 a rather duller-coloured edition of
the male.

Distribution: Ethiopia,

These Waxbills are imported n small numbers from tme to gme, and,
although attractive little birds, are rather outshone by Dufresne’s, which 1
consider one of the pretiese of all the Waxbills. They require, of course,
exactly the same diet and treatment,

y}:j f ow-man l'f ok g:'o.ﬂ; ook

{(Pheucticus chrysopeplus)

HE Yecllow-mantled and the nearly allied Yellow-bellied and Golden-
bellied Grosbeaks are much the largest and most imposing members of
the whaole family.

The male has the whole of the head, mantle and underparts a rich yellow,
fading nto whitish round the vent.  The wings and tail are black with a faint
tinge of very deep nigger-brown.  There is an irregular white bar across the
centre of the wings, a patch of white feathers on the shoulder, and a small
crescent-shaped yellow mark at the bend of the wing. The flights have a
narrow white border at their lower rdgr and are hl'ufll’].l:i' uppcd with white.
The two central tail feathers are black, the outer ones being black for about two
thirds of their length, and the remaming third white with a narrow black
border. The upper tail-coverts are black, adormed with several large white
spots, while the r:gs are grr_"ir.

The enormous beak is lead-coloured, the upper mandible being almost
black and the lower one much paler.  Anyone handling one of these large
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yellow Grosbeaks would be well-advised to treat this formidable weapon with
suitable respect, for with it they can inflict a bite quite as painful as that of one
“f tI'“: Iﬂrgﬂ’r Pﬂ.[rﬂ.kN[ﬁ,

I have never seen a female, but they are said to be olive-green, with dark
nigger-brown stripes on the greyish rump and back, the rail and wings having
similar white markings to those of the cock, although the background colour is
different, being grey instead of black. There is a certain amount of pale
yellow on the checks and underparts.

I can find no reference to the actual size of these birds, but I should say,
from memory, that the total length is about 10 inches. They inhabit South.
and West Mexico,

The Yellow-mantled Grosbeak can hardly be called an elegant bird, as its
very large head and beak, compared with the size of the rest of its body, give
it a somewhat top-heavy appearance. Nevertheless, there is a certain quaint
attractiveness about them, and | grew very fond of the single male 1 had before
the war. There was something about his appearance which always reminded
me irresistibly of a large gaily-painted wnogcn toy! I should like one day to
have another one, or better sull a pair, as | don't think they would be difficult to
breed, but | doubt if there is the 5

imported cven before the war.

My Grosbeak lived for several years in a large planted aviary, and as 1 had
already had unwelcome proof of the terrific power of his beak, 1 was at first
chary of associating him with any companions smaller and weaker than himself.
Actually, however, he proved to be the most peaceable and harmless of aviar
inhabitants and never attempted to molest any of his companions, large or imJIK

1 gave him canary sced, miller, sunflower seed, hemp and mealworms. He
was passionately fond of the last two, but I thought it wisest to allow only a small
ration of either, as both are fattening and he was never a very active bird.
Greenfood he did not much care for, but was very fond of apple, par-
ticularly the pips, which he always picked out first.

He prmrcdp extremely hardy, ignoring the shelter and roosting in the
evergreens in the aviary on even the bitterest winter nights. His song had
some powerful notes, but was, like that of the Cardinals, rather monotonous,
and certainly did not compare with the lovely and varied song of his relative
the Rose-breasted Grosbeak, the finest songster of the Grosbeak family.

ightest chance of this as they were very rarely

(Poliospiza angolensis)

THINK a more suitable name for this small bird would be the Yellow-
rumped Grey Singing Finch. Indeed, it is with one or twotrifling differences
so exactly like a Grey Singing Finch with a yellow instead of a white rump
that 1 do not consider a detailed description of it necessary, since the appearance
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of the Grey is so well known. The only difference in the sexes is that the
yellow of the hen's rump is rather paler than that of the cock.

It comes from the drier parts of South and West Africa, and in its nauve
land has been given the rather inappro riatc name of Black-throated Canary.
This makes no mention of the bird's yellow rump which is its chief distnguish-
ing characteristic. Nor in the speamens | have had was the throat black,
though 1 believe it is darker in some of the five slightdy different races.

Before the war we never had any Yellow-rumped Serins at Keston, and |
believe it was rarely imported, but since the war we have reccived quite a
number among small mixed consignments from South Africa.

I have seen it stated that these birds have an even lovelier song than that
of the Grey Singing Finch, but I consider this an exaggeration, for, at any rate
in the case of those we have had, the song, though p t enough, was less
often uttered as well as hardly up to the high standard of their better-known
Grey relative.  'When the first pair arrived at Keston | was much struck with
them, as their bright yellow rump provides just that touch of colour which is
lacking in the ordinary Grey Singing Finch.

I therefore decided to have a shot at breeding them, putting a pair in a small
aviary by themselves and providing an old Chaffinch’s nest fixed up in a small
twiggy branch nailed to the back of the shelter.  The hen promptly took to the
nest which she refurbished and lined with feathers and other soft materials,
but though she proved an indefatigable egg-layer, that was as far as she got.
Either she, or the cock when she was off the nest, invariably managed to break
every egg, and eventually, though I never actually caught him at i, I suspected
the cock of being an egg-eater.

Yellow-rumped Serins are very hardy and easy to feed, requiring onl
small canary seed and millet, and as great a variety of greenfoods such as spinach
beet, groundsel, Shepherd’s Purse, chickweed, etc., as one can find for them.
They are, in fact, just as fond of greenfood as is the domestic Canary.  If kept in
a mixed collection it would be as well to bear in mind that they have much the
same rather bombastic temperament as their better-known relatives the Grey
and the Green Singing Finches, |.'|n:lrt:'|:'u!;1r|15.-r when breeding,

%Fﬁﬂﬂf‘i‘ it fﬂ’é’l‘t’ﬂ, wmu’fl'

{ Euplectes capensis)

TH[S is the largest of the Black-and-Yellow Weavers. The male is jet
black, the whole of the lower back and some feathers on the shoulders
bﬂ;'g bright Canary yellow. The wing feathers are dark brown, bordered with
buff.

The female 15 dark brown above, the feathers being bordered with paler
brown, and buffish-brown streaked with dark brown on the breast and under-
parts. Thereisa buff streak on the eyebrow.  Length is about 6] inches.
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The Yellow-shouldered Weaver inhabits Southern Africa where it is known
as the ” Kafferfink.” Itis apparently very common in a wild state and frequents
rank vegetation and reeds i swampy districts. Seldom imported, I have
had several, and though 1 admired 'I:Ecir handsome black and yellow colour
scheme, they have litde ebe w recommend them as aviary inhabitants,

In Aviculture Vol. 1, this Weaver is surprisingly described as ** a bird with
a formidable-looking beak but quite inoffensive with other birds,” but 1
found them rerribly pugnacious, attacking and bullying any other bird which
was either too small, or too non-combative by nature to stand up to them.
Also the damage they can do in a planted aviary has to be seen to be believed.

They are perfectly hardy, and though they will live on canary seed, millet and
greenfood, 1 should be inclined to add a little sunflower and hemp, offering in
addition (if caged) a few mealworms occasionally.

) P

{Auripasser luteus)

THE Yellow Sparrow, sometimes called the Golden Song Sparrow, is a
gaily coloured little bird and rather small for a Sparrow, being only
about the size of a Saffron Finch (Page 107).

The Yellow Sparrow is sometimes advertised as the Gelden Song Sparrow
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The male has the head, neck, throat, rump, and most of the breast bright
yellow. The tail is brown, as are the wings, with paler borders to the feathers,
The back is rich chesmut, and the beak blackish. The female has the upper
surface brown, while her underparts are cream-colour with only a tinge of
yellow on the throat. Her beak is paler than that of the cock, being more of
a brownish-horn colour.

Out of season the colour of the male’s beak is said to resemble that of the
hen, but to deepen almost to black at the approach of the breeding season.
Habitat: East Africa and the Sudan.

In a wild state they live in scattered colonies, two or three pairs adopting
a low thom tree in which to make their loosely constructed nests with the
entrance hole at the side.  Out of the breeding season they join up into large
flocks, which, as they are grain eaters, are said to do considerable damage.

Mr. Seth-Smith, who probably had a mated pair, has described them
as qual‘Tdmmc. but I did not find t‘i:»m: unduly aggressive in mixed company.,
I can well believe, however, that a breeding pair—as is the case of most birds—
migh: prove a different proposition,

People are always wanting to know what other foreign birds can be kept
with Budgerigars, and Yellow Sparrows are quite suitable for this purpose.
They need, too, the same canary seed and millet with plenty of grm:n{[:md.
Some will sample sweetened bread-and-milk, gentles and mealworms, but
these, unless they are rearing young, are luxurics rather than necessities,

Z?gm g‘:ﬂf

(Taeniopygia castanotis)

TH]S accommaodating little bird 1s about the most widely-kept and bred of
all foreign Finches and thoroughly deserves its pnpu]arit}'. for whatever
other birds may raise your breeding hopes high, only to dash them to the
ground, you will be unfortunate indeed iEI:{tllr Zebra Finches fail you.

The male is pearl grey, rather browner on the back and wings, with a
white breast and black and white barred tail.  There is a vertical black line
from the eve downwards which forms the front border of the chestmut car

atch, and the feathers berween this and the black outline at the base of the

ak are white. The throat is decorated with a black mark and black barring

on a white gmuud, and there is an oblong whitc—spuucd chestnut patch on the
sides. The beak and legs are red,

The female is mainly grey, and lacks the male’s chestnut ear and side patches,
also the black mark and black stripings on the throat, but she has the black and
white barred tail, also the vertical hﬁck stripe below the eye. Young Zebra
Finches are difficult to sex until they are about three weeks old, when the
cocks’ chestnut car patches start to appear.

Zebra Finches are generally distributed throughout Australia where they
are also known as the Chestnut-eared Finch,  In a wild state they are said to be

124
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The Chestnut-flanked White form is one of several mutations of the
Zebra Finch and has all the normal markings clearly visible against a white
background. Zebra Finches are perfectly hardy little birds

very catholic in their choice of nesting sites which range from a low bush to
a hole in a tree, and even to a rabbit burrow !

While the Zebra is not yet classed as a domesticated specics like the Canary,
itis rapidly on the way to becoming so.  Except for the Bengalese, it is the only
foreign Finch which 1s so widely and universally bred in captivity as to render
aviculturists independent of imported supplies.

As has happened with Budgerigars, and as invariably does happen with any
bird that is consistently bred for many generations in confinement, Zebra
Finches have started to throw wvarious mutations or * sports ™ which have
gradually become fixed as acknowledged true-breeding varicties, and there
are now silvers, fawns and whites, all of which are firmly established, as well as
the Chesmut-Hanked White Zebra Finch,

The silvers are, to my mind, the most attractive, being a pastel grey edition
of the original bird, which helps to throw the chestnut markings into stronger
relicf. In the fawns the silver grey of the latter is replaced by a pale fawn colour,
The whites are simply pure white birds with red beak and legs, and the Chest-
nut-flanked White 15 a white which retains the normal bird’s markings.

I may say in passing, that while I admire certain naturally white or black-
and-white birds such as the Snowy Egret or Rothschild's Grackle, 1 am not,
generally speaking, an admirer of white editions of coloured birds, though the
spread train of a white Peacock certainly has a rather exquisite, lacy effect.
Nevertheless 1 consider an ordinary Java Sparrow a much handsomer bird
than the white variety, and I hope and pray that no one will ever suceeed in
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breeding a white Gouldian Finch, though 1 once heard of someone whose
extraordinary ambition it was to do just tﬁiﬁ !

Zebra Finches were among the very first foreign birds 1 ever kept and bred,
and so they will always have a rather special place in my affections. This
must surely also be true of countless other aviculturists if they look back to the
carly days when they first started bird keeping.

Few budding aviculturists have much money to spend on their hobby,
so the first choice is usually Waxbills—and very charming they are.  Then,
however, one began to hanker after something that was attracave and would
breed fairly easily. What would one's pardcular dealer suggest: If he was
wise, and ain honest, he suggested a pair of Zebra Finches, and you bore home
in tumph a pair of these by no means gaudily, yet very pretily coloured
little hirdPs, and if, by the end of the breeding season, the Zebra Finch population
hl-?d not considerably increased, it was much more likely to be your fault than
theirs.

Few foreign birds are more adaptable and easier to feed, honse and breed,
and in an aviary they will often breed successfully even in a mixed collection.
While seldom dangerous to other birds, the cocﬁ is ever ready to defend his
nest against all comers no matter how large, and it is amusing to see them,
as | often have, put to rout a trespassing Giant Whydah which had rashly
ventured too near their nest.

Some birds will refuse to go to nest altogether unless they are supplied with
exactly the right type of nest and nesting material, but this does not apply to
Zebra Finches. They will go to nest almost anywhere and use rram'cai]y
anything to make their nests with; nothing seems to come amiss, including old
picces of millet spray and scraps of paper.

They will breed in either a wooden Finch box or an open wire one and make
an untidy Sparrow-like nest, stuffing the box full of anything that comes to
hand and leaving a cavity in the centre for the eggs.

I can remember, as a boy, starting the year with a single pair of Zebra
Finches and ending up with twenty, including the parents! Nor should 1
imagine this is anyliing like a record, as Zebras will go on breeding all the year
round if you let them, but it is a very bad policy to do so, as it smply means
that the young ones gradually deteriorate in quality.

Before the war, when we used to breed several hundred young ones each
year at Keston, we used to consider ten young ones per pair a satisfactory
average. They need no extras of any kind when rearing their young, and
require nothing but millet and small canary seed and plenty of greenfood.

When, very occasionally, one does come across a pair which fail to breed
successfully, the reason is nearly always the same; namely that the hen is an
inveterate maker of cgg sandwiches, so that the nest, when examined, will be
found to consist of a layer of hay, a layer of eggs, another layer of hay and
another of eggs, and so on. [ know of no way to cure a hen uFtE:is exasperating
habit, though giving a very small nest box mith help.

Their song—if such it can be called—rather resembles the sound emitted
by a penny trumpet.

Zebra Finches are perfectly hardy litde birds, and can be bred in either an
indoor or outdoor aviary, or a Hight cage.
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_/déyddin ian o[)mméi rc{

{ Agapornis taranta)

HIS, the largest of the Lovebirds, always strikes me as a rather coarse-

looking 'nin.?a.umiurcd with the other species. The male is green, brightest
on the rump and abdomen, and darker and tinged with brown on the head
and mantle. Some feathers round the eye and the front half of the crown
are bright scarlet.  The flight feathers are dusky blackish, and the tail is green
barred with black. The bill is red. The t‘muﬂ resembles the male, but lacks
the red on the head.  Length is slightly over 6 inches.

About twenty years ago these Lovebirds were fairly freely imported, but
for some reason were never very popular with aviculturists, possibly because
in confinement they go to nest less readily than most of the other members
of the family.

One advantage they do possess, however, is that, despite their superior size,
they have small voices whiumt‘c quite inoffensive to the ear, and this cannot be
said of some of the other Lovebirds, |3:1rtiru].1r|}' the Peach-faced, whose shrieks
can be quite excruciating,

Another advantage 1s that they are said to be hardier than most of their
kind, so that they can be wintered outdoors, provided they are shut into a
really dry, cosy shelter each evening. | cannot, however, endorse this from
personal experience as the pair | had were in my possession for a short time
only during summertime, and | parted with them as | needed the aviary for
ather birds.

Although there is a record of several pairs living together without mishap
in a small aviary with only one nest box, which the strongest pair appro 1riatn|.
I would '1]“"‘"'."5" for -_\'afcr_\"*. sake, and p;nrl:ii.'nl.lfl}’ if trying to L }
give each pair an aviary to themselves.

Their teeding and nesting arrangements should be the same as for other
Lovebirds

reed them,

“lvanidaing p arrakeel

(Psittacula eupatria nipalensis)

A LARGE and handsome Parrakect whose overall length including the

long and tapering tail 1s about 20 inches.  The cock is mainly apple-green

with a pink nuchal collar, and the lower edge of the cheek is broadly bordered

with black which continues up the sides of the neck.  There is a maroon-red

patch on the wing, the tail is bluish-green and the bill red.  The hen is similar

but has no black or pink on the head and neck. They inhabit north and
131
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These are the progeny of a female Alexandrine mated to a male Alexandrine
% Lutine Ringneck hybrid, One is a Green and the other a Luting with red
wing patches

.-.'|:I.'.|.: |III.|I.| There 15 also a race of [!"Il. "l"l.il'."‘i..ll'lilfllll_ P eupairng, W |;||,;|
I1:|1.||,“:I'. ( \."‘\.l"ll !.IIl.l 15 l.ll.llll.'r--.-"lnllll.'-.i and r..r]h-l -|||.||;'|,1 1||.||| the common
form

Mo mere written :|r“'.|_'.~'.|-~|. can give an adequate idea of the immaculate
condinon in which an Alexandrine maintains his |-:_||[||_|-~_5IL which. like a Tava
i The only cridcism one could make of
the bird's e neral appearance 15 1||.4[ his head and beak are |'|||'|:_-r Lo ETLASE1VE

aratively slender body.,
1

Sparrow’s, has a lovely bloom

for the comj

I have always had a very soft spot for Alexandrines because a male 1 once
had was quite the tamest and most L||-'.|:._'||r1'||| bird imaginable, and he came int
my |l|-'t.'-1'-xi|"li quute l.I!I-:"tC!.‘-l.';h'-.“‘. I was staving with Lord Tawvistock at
Warblington in the early nineteen-twenties, and in a cage in a small room was
a O l‘i .""ulL‘\..I'.Ia.:.III:-i' W |I1|.|I | was warned not to [|1|:-;|| as |||_' had the re |1|1|_.[:.|:|
of being very ill-tempered and savage. Birds, however, are capricious things

15 to their likes and dislikes, and for some reason, the Alexandrine seemed to
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exempt me from his general hatred of the human race. Greatly daring, 1
gingerly put my hand in the cage and he walked up my arm on to my shﬂulﬁcr.

Lord Tavistock said little at the time but shortly after I arrived home a box
labelled * Live Bird " came for me. When 1 opened it, out stepped the
Alexandrine and it was one of the nicest surprises | have ever had. He was
from the very begimning so tame and affecuonate that it seemed quite un-
necessary to keep him confined in a cage or even an aviary, so | decided to try
him at hiberty and never regretted my deaision, for a more charming liberty
bird it would be impossible to imagine.

He wsed to roost in a large u]ﬁ yew tree opposite my bedroom window.
As soon as 1 was called in the moming and the curtains were drawn he would,
while I was stll in bed, fly on to the open casement window. Then he would
perch on the bottom of my bed and walk sedately up the blankets to have his
smooth and glossy head stroked, which he adored.  Unfortumately these morn-
ing visits eventually had to be discouraged as he took to flying up on to the
top of my wardrobe while | was shaving and playfully removing and chewing
up large hunks of 1t with his enormous and powerful beak.

He quickly learned where the dining room was and when 1 went down to
breakfast would fy right round to the north side of the house and perch on a
tree opposite the dining room window. The moment | went out nFtt}r:: house
he would fly down on to my shoulder, and if I went for a walk in the woods
he would fly from tree to tree overhead—following me as faithfully as any dog.

At that time as | was away most of the day working in London I thought
he must be rather lonely and secured a mate for him.  She, however, Lhuué:a
fine-looking bird proved a cross-grained individual and once attacked me when
I was replenishing their food pot which was placed on top of an aviary. The
cock, however, got there first and ™ bashed " her one good and proper, so
that, thanks to him, 1 still possess my full complement of fingers!

The pair used to indulge in wonderful aerial displays of a summer evening,
flying higher and higher, until one could no longer ZL‘JT their cries and they
were mere specks against the deepening blue of the sky.  The following
spring they began to take an interest in a hollow in an ancient walnut tree
and pranlvmly would have bred. Meanwhile, however, my father had died,
and it was eventually decided to sell my old home, my mother subsequently
taking a flac in London.

To cage such a charming companion and perfect liberty bird seemed out
of the question, so | sent the pair to Lord Tavistock. He gave them to a
neigh bour in Hampshire whose grounds were sufficiently large to keep them ar
liberty.  Unfortunately they fared less well with him than they had with me.
1 am not sure what happened to the hen, but the cock was shot by some idiot
with a gun, prc-.sumabf}' in mistake for a hawk, and so, tragically, ended the
life of one of the most charming birds I have ever possessed.

Mr. Ezra, President of the Avicultural Society, had before the war several
very beautiful Blue Alexandrines from which he bred, but unfortunately his
stock of them completely died out during the war.

I recently succeeded in breeding a Lunno Alexandrine, almost pure-bred,
via Lutino Ringnecks. 1 don't think anybody knew if the cross would prove
a fertile one or not, but I thought it well worth trying the experiment. 1



A hen Banksian, one of the large and handsome Black Cockatoos, which
are unsuited to cage life and look their best only when in a really large aviary
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mated, therefore, a hen Lutinoe Ringneck to an ordinary Green cock Alexan-
drine, and the mating proved successful, several hybnds being reared.  These
are very handsome girds indeed, almost as big as an Alexandrine, the only
difference in plumage being that the Alexandrine’s maroon-red wing-patches
are a guldcn-gmwn colour in the hybrids. The males, particularly, have been
much admired, and | think they are really more beanntul than either of their
parents.

Two of the male hybrids were mated in each case to a female Alexandrine.
One hen nested unsuccessfully, but the other hatched and reared two young
ones, one of which, by great good fortune, turned out to be a Lutino.  This
bird is not yet in nqur. plumage, and is pure yellow with brickish-red wing-
patches. Its mother having been a female pure Alexandrine and its father
an Alexandrine x Lutino Ringneck it has very little Ringneck blood, and this
can be almost entirely bred out in the next two generations,

Their dict should be canary seed, monkey nuts, sunflower seed and a little
hemp. They like the fleshy stalks of spinach beet and are very fond of apples.
They are quite casy to breed and like Ringnecks, usually come into breeding
condition rather early. Pairs are inclined to squabble if left too long without
a nest box. They should be put up to breed about the middle of March,
or even a week or two earlier, iFucccssar}'.

They are extremely hardy, and can be wintered successfully not only with-
out heat, but in an aviary with an open-fronted shelter, provided it faces south.
On the whole, however, a shelter into which they can be shut at night is
perhaps preferable, simply because l_hc‘:;' are rather liable to frost-bitten feet in
pcriujr of extreme cold, this being chiefly caused by their sitting on frost-
rimed perches in the carly morning.

d?anédian C)m-én loo

(Calyptorhynchus magnificus)

HE Banksian is an imposing bird quite unlike the better-known Cockatoos

being for one thing black instcaci] of white. The male is adorned with a
wide scarlet bar across the outer tail feathers. Total length is about 27 inches.
The female is also very handsome, her colour scheme being more complicated.
Her general body colour is black, the feathers of the head, neck and mantle
being spotted with pale yellow, and the breast barred with pale yellowish-
straw colour.

The under tail-coverts are orange-red and pale yellow barred and speckled
with black, while the il is pale yellow merging into orange-red and finally
into black at the tip and patterned with transverse black and speckles.
Young birds at first resemble the female, but assume full adule plumage in the
fourth year.

In its native Australia, where it is usually known as the Red-tailed Black
Cockatoo, it has a wide distribution, but apparently like so many Australian
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birds, its numbers are now dwindling. It appears to have been first described
towards the end of the eighteenth century.

Banksians are said to be extremely fond of the seeds of the Casuarina tree
and also to eat the larve of wood-boring insects; also to be very shy and wary
birds, and to nest in the highest available decayed hollow limbs of trees, so thar
it is very difficult to take young ones from the nest to hand-rear.

These fine birds are sometimes to be seen at Zoos, but hardly ever in private
collecrions, and as far as [ am aware the only aviculturist who went o the
trouble and expense of having suitable aviaries constructed, large enough for
them to get rcaH;ﬂundcr way when flying, was the late Duke of Bedford,

I shall never forget how magnificent they used to look as they flew from
end to end of the long, lofty aviaries with their leisured and majesnc flight,
which had no suggestion of heaviness about it but, on the contrary, gave an
impression of wonderful lightmess and buoyancy.

The power of their terrific beaks can be gauged from the fact that they are, |
believe, able to deal with Brazil nuts with as much nonchalance as a Zebra Finch
shucking millet seed! Their aviary shelter, therefore, must be armour-plated,
that is to say, completely lined with zine, while the framework of the flight
should be of m&k—imn or iron piping, covered with chain-link netting of the
strongest possible gauge.

Their voices are as terrific as their beaks, and they are capable of emitting
harsh, wavering screams compared o which the sound of a powerful klaxon
horn is positively melodious! The late Duke of Bedford, who had a tame
male Banksian at complete liberty, has recorded that when on the wing, this
bird frequently uttered a strange and mournful cry; and also the curious fact
that it used to fly about on moonlight mghts. :

Although, as the reader will have gathered from what | have already written,
these Cockatoos certainly have their drawbacks as aviary birds, these are, to
my mind, largely counterbalanced by their own peculiar and very individual
charm which, however, is confined to the male sex only.

Female Banksians are nearly always savage and untamable, while males

o to the other extreme and are so extremely affectionate and fond of their

uman friends that they are inclined to neglect their wives, with the result
that in the rare instances of eggs being laid n confinement, they have nearly
always proved infertile, 5o it is perhaps understandable that females of the
species should mTard human beings with loathing, probably regarding them
as dangerous rivals responsible for alienating their im nds’ affections.

A male Banksian, if he likes you, will cling on to the wire of the aviary,
raisc his Roman helmet-shaped crest, spread wide his handsome black and
scarlet tail, and go into transports of joy if you take a little notice of him.
Indeed I can imagine few more charming—or more noisy—pets.

These Cockatoos lay very small clutches, usually of either one or two eggs,
and the only person, so far as I am aware, who ever succeeded in the difficule
task of breeding them in confinement was the Duke of Bedford, one young
bird having left the nest, 1 think, shortly after the outbreak of the last war.

The only personal experience 1 have had ufkcc‘]:ing the species was with a
couple of them which I looked after for a friend tor about ecighteen months,
just before the war. They spent the summer in a fair-sized aviary, but the
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species not being entirely hardy, they were taken in about October to pass the
winter in our heated acclimatising room, in an aviary-cage about 6 feet long
by 6 feet high by 3 feet 6 inches wide.

Banksians should be fed on a mixture of hemp, sunflower seed and monkey
nuts and, of course, when available, Brazil nuts as well, though these are not
essential. They are not great fruit eaters, but in the way o greenfood they
are very fond of the Aeshy stalks of seakale beet.

As | have already mentioned, they are partially insectivorous in a wild state,
and | therefore doubt if they would achieve old age in confinement on a seed
dict alone, owing to the fact that under such condigons they are very liable to
contract tuberculosis which, in my opinion, is chicfly caused i their case by
a diet deficiency. In confinement they are fond of the grub which inhabits
an oak gall (|nr * oak apple ™) but these are none too easy to find, and, in any
case, are only available for part of the year. They will not, unfortunately,
eat mealworms, of which it is so casy to keep up a continuous supply.  They
might be tried with cleaned gentles.

gﬂ-rﬂ'ﬂ-gﬂﬂtj; pﬂfl"ﬂ.f? t'Et

( Polyrelis swainsoni)

HIS is one of the most charming and graceful of Parrakeets, and though

its colour scheme is simple, it is extremely effective. The male Barraband
is mainly brilliant grass green, svith greenish-blue in the flights and the back of
the crown is tinged with blue. The under surface of the long pointed tail is
black and the beak red: the forchead is orange and the checks and throat rich
i.'clluw. the latter ending in a wide, inverted crescent of vermilion. Total
ength is 16§ inches.

The female’s green body colour is much less bright than that of the male and
paler on the breast. The throat and cheeks are greyish-green, the thighs red,
and the feathers of the underside of the il are {r:mdl}-' bordered with pink,
which is also the colour of the beak.

Mo deseription of a Barraband would be complete without calling attention
to its extremely slim and elegant shape, some idea of which is best conveyed by
the modern word * streamlined.” It is important to stress this point as it is
one of the bird's chief charms, and one to wgich few illustratons—particularly
the old ones—do justice.

Barrabands inhabit Australia where they are found in Victoria and South
Australia and the interior of New South Wales. In their native country they
are known as the Superb Parrakect, or perhaps more usually by the popular
name of “ Green Lct{::" As will be noted, it has a somewhat restricted range
and it is said to be a dwindling species in a wild state.

Barrabands make delighttul aviary birds, but should never be kept in cages
except in the case of a tame, hand-reared speamen which 1 should think, if a
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Mowadays Barraband's Parrakeet is even rarer as an aviary bird than before
the war, It is a very beautiful Australian bird and quite a good breeder

male, might make a L|1.1rm|!|_._t pet.  Even such a bird, however, should never
be permanently confined to i cage, but regularly ler out and given plenty of
WINE eXercise.

'he cock Barraband has the MOst quaimnt and entertaning |'|||!P[i_|.| Lil\j"J.H'
which must make the hen a little giddy, as part of it consists of sitting a few
feet away from her on a convenient hlr.ll;._{lﬂ: per h, H.um_u his eyes at her by
contracting the pupils to pinpoints, and then flying very slowly round in a
semicircle in front of her so as to alight about the same distance away on her
other side.

This manceuvre is frequently repeated, so that the hen, turning her head from
sicde to -\.'ll.{l_" o 'q.'..l[\']] |:III11 a8 |1|.' passes, -il'-‘-'.l'!-'h 1'!’.‘I]]iI:I|.|l'|.| me |,'|}. a :1||,n.\.—|_11|,1r|..|r1
picture of spectators at the centre court at Wimbledon! The rest of the display

which, of course, can only take place in a run at least 30 feet long—consists
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of flying from end to end of the aviary with affectedly laboured flight, so
mu-.:}):su that he drops almost to ground level midway, and then rises laboriously
until he alights once more beside his wife.

Before the war we always had Barrabands at the Keston Foreign Bird
Farm and 1 once bred them to the second eration; that is to say, one of the
parents was bred ar Keston and successfully reared a brood when mated to an
impm‘l:c& SpPecimen.

The old pair were a handsome couple and excellent breeders rearing large
broods—six on one occasion, if I remember rightly. There was, however,
a curious thing about the cock and that was his behaviour towards his newly-
fledged offspring. He always, I think, like some human fathers, preferred his
daughters to his sons and fussed about after they left the nest, continually
offering to feed them. But thou h, to begin with, his atritude towards his
soms did not amount to active dislike, he dis his best to ignore them, and left
their care entirely to the hen.

Then there came the time when one of his sons had the audaaty to emerge
from the nest in almaost full adult male p]umngn. The cock promptly went for
him and actually murdered him. After that he always had to be caught up
and put in a small, improvised compartment at the end of the breeding aviary
just before his family lefe the next. There he could sit and glower at his
young sons to his heart's content, or walk up and down the perch in his re-
stricted quarters thinking how he would love to scalp them if only he could get
at them !

He was never taken right away and put in an entirely separate aviary as his
wife—who incidentally was very devoted to him despite his being a child-
murderer—might have fretted for him and cunscqumtf;r neglected the young
ones.

As Parrakcets go, Barrabands are very amiable birds and excellent parents,
s this cock with a passion for murdering his sons was entrel wxcri:tiunnl and
must be regarded as an eccentric. So amiable are they lIIA't I have often
wondered whether it might not be possible to keep several breeding pairs
together—provided, of course, that they inhabited a really spacious aviary
and the number of nest boxes supplied was at least double that of the number
of pairs in the aviary.

It would, anyway, be an interesting experiment to try, but I am inclined
to think that though there might be no serious squabbling among the aduls,
there might be trouble when the young ones fledged, if any of them—as would
be almost sure to h:\ppun—apprmchnc%ﬂm wrong parents for food.

I always used to give our Barrabands a nest ﬂfj::thc grandfather clock type
in which they were very successful and reared broods of fine quality, but as a
result of later experiments with other Parrakeets, such as Ringnecks, which
were formerly always provided with this type of nest box, 1 think they would
probably rear just as iﬁﬂd young ones in a box about 1 foot 51.‘1!:3[‘!: by about
3 feet 6 inches deep, hung up under overhead cover in the fight and with a
tour-inch filling of decayed wood.

Incidentally it is important that the decayed wood should be of the right
consistency and not too soft, for if it is, the birds are liable to chew it up to
Puwdrr, and the eggs are apt to get buried in it. It should be still moderately
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l|'I.'H’li.! .Ihl.{ L]lllhk'!.-‘. .i1'||.| 11|.‘1'.n|'1_' I‘l;‘jhg F'I-I.l_l into [h{- E‘U'\ n.hﬂ“l,_{ I__-w l\rnku“ up
into pieces about the size of 2 walnue.

Barrabands, as their slim, streamlined shape suggests, have a lovely swift
direct Hlﬂh[ and the overall 1L'I'I.!._:['|I of their aviary -,'|_|.'-||-||_l_i. if P'-"“il}li‘. be ar |k‘.1\T
20 ft:r.'[. a8 .ul\'tilln__s!', less ||1.1|».|.'1‘ the birds appear I.f.ll'l'l'l"'i."l.i. and .1[\|'- detracts

considerably from their owner’s enjoyment of them. 1 do not suggest, ol

One of the first members of the Agapornis family to be regularly
imported into this country, the Black-cheeked Lovebird was

subsequently rather neglected in favour of the brighter coloured
Masked Lovebird

course, that with proper feeding and management they will not live perfectly
well in smaller aviaries, but one of the size already indicated is infinitely
preferable.

Barrabands should be fed mainly on canary with millet and sunflower
and a daily pinch of hemp. They will also sometimes eat shelled monkey
nuts. The t]in'.]}' amount of hemp can be considerably increased when they
have young in the nest.

They are very fond of spinach beet and apples, provided the latter are really
ripe and sweet, and they also appreciate flowering ryegrass and all the usual
wild greenfoods. They have rather pleasant voices, and are perfectly hardy.
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(Agapornis nigrigenis)

HIS bird resembles a Nyasa Lovebird, in which the latter’s brickish-orange

face arca is replaced by a nigger-brown colour, so dark as to be almost

black. There is also a patch of salmon-pink on the upper breast. The bill is red
and there is a white circle round the eye.

It is slightly larger than a Nyasa, being about 5.2 inches m length and
although tﬁc irides in the hen are said to of a rather paler brown than
those of the cock, I, personally, find them none too easy to sex. They inhabit
MNorth-western Rohodesia,

Unlike the other ** spectacled ™ Lovebirds, Black-cheeked were well-known
to aviculturists and imported in large numbers before the 1914-1918 war,
but even so, they were eventually allowed to die out almost entirely, through
lack of systematic breeding in aviaries in this country.

Like Golden and Amherst Pheasants, Black-cheeked and Nyasa Lovebirds
interbreed very freely, the appearance of their progeny being just about inter-
mediate between the two parents, with the result l%at nl::Waga}I's it is almost as
difficult to obtain pure-bred Black-checked Lovebirds as it is to get pure-bred
Ambherst Pheasants.

Black-cheeked Lovebirds require exactly the same food, howsing and
general management as Nvasas.

gﬁlﬂgﬂﬂﬂﬂf pﬂrméfef

{Northiella haematogaster haematorrhous)

QUAINT, lively, but extremely pugnacious bird, the Blucbonnet is in

many ways quite unlike other Parrakeets. This species and its close
relatives, the Red-vented Blucbonnet and the Naretha or Linde Bluchonnert,
have rightly been given a genus to themselves. | propose here to deal only with
the best-known member of the family, the Yellow-vented, which is the only
one of the three | have kept.

The general body colour of the male is mouse-brown with a tinge of grey.
The face mask is blue, the shoulder or bend of the wing brilliant blue-green,
and the lower edge of the wing and under wing-coverts blue. On the wing
itself there is a large patch of brassy-olive colour. The flights are brown on
the inner webs and dark blue on the outer ones.  The central tail feathers are
dull dark blue washed with olive, and the outer ones blue broadly tipped with
white. The lower breast and abdomen are pale yellow with an extensive
crimson patch on the belly.  Length is about 12 inches.
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The female resembles the male, but her colours are not so bright.  She is
smaller in head and body, and this disparity in size was particularly marked
in the pair | possessed.

Bluebonnets, which inhabit South Australia, New South Wales and the
southern part of Queensland, were first described by Gould about 1837.
They are said to frequent open scrub country, also trees bordering water-
courses, and to favour the decayed, hollow limbs of a Eucalyptus or a Casuarina
tree for nesting purposes.

These birds are most closely-related to the Broadtails, and although they
lack the brilliant colours of a Rosella, I have always thought their greyish-
brown body colour makes a very pleasing foil for the touches of blue, lemon
yellow and crimson in their plumage.

Although related to the Broadrails, many of their actions are totally different
and much more reminiscent of the Trichoglossine Lorikeets and Cyanorhampis
Parrakeets. They are extremely active, essing about their aviary in the
same " hop, skip and a jump " manner as the :iove-mcntinn:d birds, and
also—like Lorikeets, but quite unlike Broadrails—a pair will roll about on the
ground together, occasionally giving each other a playful nip, much as puppies
and kittens do.

This playful, nip, however, is solcly confined to husband and wife when
playing together, and any other bird smaller than themselves or even another
Parrakeet, considerably guger. would quickly receive a nip of quite another
kind which he would not soon forget.

Although only about the size of a Redrump, Bluebonnets are extremely
aggressive and it is best to take no risks and give them an aviary to themselves.
Some idea of their pugnacity can be gained from the fact that the late Duke of
Bedford who kept a male (whose wife was confined in an aviary) at li )
found that they were practically immune from the attacks of Brown Owls,
which cannot be said of any other Parrakeet of comparable size.

Tame Blucbonnets are, like most Broadails, checky rather than tame, and
it is a pity to confine such extremely active and playful birds in cages. An
aviary suits them much better and is essential if one intends to attempt breeding
them. Unfortunately they are very shy breeders, and the hens being uncertain
sitters must be left severely alone as they are liable to come off their eggs at
the slightest sign of disturbance.  They should be given the usual Parrakect
nest box such as 1 have recommended for Rosellas, and their aviary should be
in as secluded a position as possible.

I had a pair of Blucbonnets nearly thirty years ago. They did not breed
and the thing | remember most .:Imfy about them was their curious habit of
bobbing rapidly up and down when excited, which always reminded me of the
Little Owl. This bobbing in Bluchonnets is, to a certain extent, an indication
of sex, for cocks usually bob more vigorously than hens.

Bluebonnets, once acclimatised, are perfectly hardy. They should be fed on
a mixture of canary and millet, sunflower and a lide hemp. They can also
be given a few monkey nuts—preferably shelled.  Spinach beet and the usual
wild greenfoods should be given, and they are very fond of apple. It is
advisable to shut them up in !ﬂ:u’ shelter each night during the winter months.
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{Amazona aestiva)

HEM told that someone has a tame talking Parrot you can usually be
W pretty sure that if it is not an African Grey it will prove to be this I?:irdf
as the two are by far the best-known and most widely-kept of all Parrots.

The Blue-fronted Amazon is a very handsome bird indeed. The male s
rich grass green, the feathers of the neck and mantle I:H:in? narrowly bordered
with black. The wing feathers are a mixture of blue, blue-black and green,
with a r:tch of red on the secondaries. The tail feathers are green shading to
mustard colour at the tps; the outer ones having a red patch near the base.
The forchead is sky blue, and the crown, checks and throat are daffodil yellow.
The bend of the wings (or shoulders) is red and yellow, or pure red.  The beak
is almost black. Length of the bird is about 15 inches. They are found in
Brazil, Paraguay, and the Argentine,

The female 15 quite as brightly coloured as her mate, and it has always been
considered very difficult to sex these parrots, but 1 think I may have found the
answer, which lies in the colour of tﬁ: bend of the wing or shoulder, This
varics greatly, but I should say that specimens whose shoulders are mainly or
partly yellow—or even have a few yellow feathers mixed with the red ones—
are cocks, while those with absolutely pure red shoulders are hens.

I should like to stress that 1 do met put this forward as an infallible method of
sexing these Amazons. [ merely suggest that it may prove helpful. It is
interesting to note that the chief part of the display (in both sexes) consists of
lowering the wings and thrusting forward the s‘i;nulders, thus making the
difference in their colouring strikingly apparent.

A hen I bred has pure red shmﬁ rs and she is mated to a bird [ consider a
typical male with a small hinder part of shoulders red, but the whole of the
front part or bend of the wing bright orange-yellow. I am sure another bird
I have is a hen as her shoulders are pure red.  She is also the most brilliandy
coloured Blue-front I have ever seen, the yellow and blue areas of the head
a lovely deep sky-blue and clear daffodil yellow very sharply defined, instead
of being rather pale and tending to merge into each other, as is often the case.

Young Bluc-fronts—even of the same brood—vary considerably when
they first Hedge, some being almost as bright as their parents and others much
duli'r:r. Blue-fronted Amazons had never been bred in this country undl |
succeeded with them in 1939, for which 1 received the Avicultural Society's
medal for a first breeding. 1 bred altogether eleven young Amazons from a
single pair during three seasons and have recently had a fine brood of four
roung from one of their daughters, mated to an imported cock. 1 believe
L_nh of the original parents had been previously caged for many years and
the cock was particularly ferocious, even for a mated male Amazon.

They occupied an outdoor aviary the overall length of which was 15 feet
by 7 feet high by s feet wide, and reared their brood in a nest box of the grand-
father clock type with a filling of broken up decayed wood.
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Owing to the ferocity of the cock and, to a slighdy minor degree, of the
hen, it was not easy to get an opportunity of looking in the nest box.  However,
after having ].un::f them into tﬁr: shelter and shut them in, 1 found that the nest
box contained no fewer than four large well-grown young Amazons and a
fifth considerably younger. It was one of those all-too-rare moments that
make one feel amply compensated for the many bitter disappointments that
are inevitable when trying to propagate any but the maost casily-bred species
of foreign birds.

It was interesting that the nestlings varied considerably in age and size,
as with Budgerigars, instead of being all much the same age as is the case with
Parrakeets. The eldest of the brood was quite large and well-feathered, while the
youngest was very small and naked and still in the helpless stage. 1 am afraid
it h.-.-f‘ to grow up more or less submerged beneath its elder brothers and sisters,
only occasionally, as it were, coming up for air! However, it managed to
survive, and although smaller than the other four—all of which were fine
specimens quite as good as their wild-caught parents—was nevertheless a
very healthy and active liedde bird.

As I had always considered that the larger Parrots, on the rare occasions
when anyone uicv.{r to breed them, usually let their young ones dic after a week
or 5o because of the endless labour of cating enough comparatively small sceds
and nuts to feed them on, 1 decided to give the Amazons more "iulk " food.
This consisted of boiled cod (of which my long-lived tame Senegal Parrot had
been so fond), scrambled egg, and cold boiled potatoes, with a little sweetened
bread and milk as well.

On this, as some would think, curious diet the voung Amazons throve
amazingly, and though the parents continued to eat a certain amount of hem
and sunflower and monkey nuts, these no longer formed the staple diet of the
young ones.  As to greenfood and fruit they consumed considerable quantities
of seakale beet and sweet ripe apples.

Parent Amazons with a large brood to rear have to work terribly hard as
the young ones spend nearly three months in the nest. But gradually one b
one they fledged, and when all five were eventually ranged side by side wi
their parents on a perch, I confess 1 indulged to an even greater cgree than
usual in the aviculturist’s pet vice of gloating. This is only too often followed
by dire results, but in this case—possibly because yet another war was to start
so soon, shattering all one’s dearest plans anyway—no disasters befell my young
Amazons,

It is extraordinary how quickly Amazons turn savage when given a mate.
One day you may be scratching the head of a single caged male Amazon, and
be almgctﬁr on the best of terms with him.  Put him in an aviary with a hen,
however, and the next day you will hardly recognise the fiend that was formerly
your friend! When mated both sexes turn savage towards human beings,
though hens perhaps rather less so than cocks.

Quite apart from the disappointment of losinga friend and gaining an enemy,
their ferocity is a great bore as it means always remembering to shut them
out in the flight before you feed them in the shelter. If, by any chance, vou
neglect this precaution—as 1 once did but certainly never sh:.lr again —you
are liable to have a quite sizeable portion of flesh removed from one of vour
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fingers. Morcover, it s extremely difficule to make the hird let go without
injuring it, .

Mow to turn to Blue-fronted Amazons le': xu'.;:\]j. In cages as tame rﬂkmtj
pets, which after all is the role in which they most often fgure. People
thinking of buying an Amazon nearly alw .Ly.'w..u.u:r o know whether they
make good talkers and how they compare with African Greys.  This queston
15 not an casy one to answer, but [ should say myselt that Grevs are supreme

This unique photograph taken at Keston before the war shows a hen Blue-
franted Amazon with her newly fledged brood of five young ones. The cock
was 5o savage that he had to be shut in the aviary shelter

in the almost uncanny accuracy with which they are able to imitate the tones
and inflections of individual human voices.

For instance, if a Grey says = 5¢ ratch a 1h|”, |‘-}:|y " (a favourite saying of
maost parrots, though others prefer blasphemy!), you are instantly aware as to
which member of the family is in the habit of s r.mhlng is }"3”.” On the
other hand the same thing said by an Amazon merely indicates that various
persons have at various times urged it to have its ™ poll " scratched.

Amazons, |'||,'|“|,-'..|,'|'. arc L‘_\trl,'rlln;'l‘_; n.ll'\'l.'l at umitarnng " NOISCs 1}[‘};.1 such
as the dr.m'm_r_ of corks, the |1.|.rl-L1||3r, -'I'Jn:_t'x. confused :[11|1r\'\‘-'i"‘=|" -.lt'h'!{'}llmln'
conversations t.|5u|||3_r F].“';- in the next room, and—as the Duke of Bedford
recorded—the distressing screams of a person in the throes of an epilepuc fit.

F'wo Blue-fronted Amazons | once had, and which (since | had no idea
how to sex them in those .|.|:.xf| I later concluded were both hens, were quate
ridiculous when preparing the nest box for cEgs, which, as I!]::'_\ never
materialised, made me wonder whether they were not perhaps cocks after all
Although coming from different homes, both had .1;~|'-,L|rn[]'g.' been the pets of
light=hearted dog lovers, as their continuous and uproarious laughter was inter-
spersed in one case by the regular barking of a fairly large dog, and in the
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other l'r:.- the angry [mrkmg and whining of a small ﬂug shut indoors when it
wWants to Bot Our.

The supposed hen spent hours scrabbling about in the nest box, whining
8] l|.‘n’.' t".'1. oL, roaring ‘.'l.'i.T|:'| |.‘|_1t_ﬂht|;:l’ ;||'||,|_ O .n:n[].]”}' |.'|:'||_:|!_=i'|||'|!h'r ;|\.'[|"|'|“‘g[|.; _|_|i1,
because of the dust. Sitting outside the entrance hole was the \[1“]1|th'|:|
cock barking regularly but in a much deeper voice, and from time to tme
peering into the nest box HH[}.' tor be convulsed with |.11|!_;|1I!|:r at the sight of its
companion toiling away inside! ;

When 1 was about to feed this t'nl.l]"|l: and l|‘H.'\_L' were 1!llrl_'_-'1l'|:|_", .|l-.||1H the
[‘l.'l'l.'h ]1|:]1||I!_t to get inside the shelter and attack me before 1 had tme to shut
the slide, the extraordinary mixture of barkings, whinings and coughings
interspersed with hurried ™ Hullo Pollies ™ and ‘_|'1_'|-|~ of diabolical Lm!_:hu-r
Was [rul}-‘ unrlh!l,' of Bedlam!

MNormally Amazons are t-.i'lT|:. silent during the day, and the maorning and
evening chorus of their natural cries, though a bit deafening in a room, is
rather pleasant than otherwise when heard from a distance out of doors.

If an Amazon is keprasa pet indoors, is cage should be as large as Pun.s..l-ph-,
and the advice given later on for looking after caged African Grey Parroos
should be followed. ; i

It is very important to remember that Amazons are intelligent ereatures,
and should be treated as such. It is the height of l;rm-k:.,' to lm}- one for the
sike of its novelty becatse ' it's so flllm}' it can talk ™: to make a great fuss of
it to begin with, allowing it frequent outings, and then, when the novelty
starts to wear off, to leave at for longer and longer periods without an outing,
unil 15!!d”}' it 1s taken little nodce of, b'L'i.Iil.'_' I:I'ILTL'l._"_\.' fed and watered ecach Ll.v_.
and never let out of its cage ar all,

Bloc-fronted Amazons should be fed on sunflower seed, with monkey
nuts and a very small daily allowance of hemp, which should be discontinued
at once if there is any s of t.L"dl]u'r—p!llt'klhg. Canary seed and groats can
also be offered in small quantities.

They must also have a liberal allowance of fruit and greenfood, the latter
being best l.ni‘.-}'-llt'd in the form of scakale beet of which they much apprecuate
the central Aeshy stalk. 'Iih"_..' can be given any of the nn|1:|.{r1_r fruits, and
are particularly fond of apple.

/—-eﬂl'f—u‘l'ﬂ tff(‘l'/ Q‘i"‘ﬂ 44 /')ﬂl"lﬂ’\:’f’{‘f

(Neophema chrysostomus)

HAVE always thought this one of the loveliest of the Grass Parrakeets,
with its blue banded forchead, olive-green upper parts, pale creamy-vyellow
lower belly and its large, handsome wing-patches of a brilliant dark blue.
The sexes are much alike except that, generally speaking, all the hen's colours
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This hybrid is the son of a male Alexandrine Parrakeet mated to a Lutino Ringneck
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are slightly duller than the cock's, particularly as regards the blue wing-
patches. It is by no means always easy to sex a single bird, but the hen's
slightly less vivid colouring is usually fairly obvious when a pair are seen
together.  Length is about 8% inches.

This Grass Parrakeet inhabits Australia, being found in Vietoria and New
South Wales. It is a suminer visitant to the neighbouring island of Tasmania,
where it breeds, returning to the mainland in the autumn.  For some reason
it is frequently confused with the Elegant with which it apparently consorts
in a wild state, but 1 can never see why this confusion should exist because the
two are no more alike than any two species of the same genus are liable to be.

It is true that they have very rnughﬁr_ the same colour areas in their plumage
but, apart from other differences, such as the deep blue wing-patches, wide
antnrh:nd of a single blue as opposed to the Elegant’s double frontal band of
two blues, anyone who can see no difference between the olive-green colour
of a Blue-wing and the golden-green of an Elegant, must have a very im-

crfectly-developed colour sense.  Incidentally, a pure yellow specimen was, |
Eclicw-, seen by an ornithologist in Australia among a small flock of normals.

In pre-war years we were never without one or two breeding pairs of these
birds, but since then we have received only a single male, which was overfat and
did not live long, soon succumbing to a fit. Generally spcakilgrg. however,
healthy Blue-wings do not, if properly housed and fed, suffer from chronic
overfatness, as is the case with Orange-bellied and Rock Grass Parrakeets.
They are, indeed, in every way among the nicest and most satisfactory of the
Grass Parrakeets.

I used to breed them regularly before the war, and their feeding, nesting
facilities and general management are exactly the same as | have recommended
for the other Grass Parrakeets,

In display a cock Blue-wing draws himself up to his full height, depresses
his wings, Ju: better to displn}r their brilliant dark blue patches, and utters a
cry resembling * Creeps-yew.” At other times his voice 1s merely the typical
sibilant twittering of most of the family. Young birds resemble the female,
but have no blue on the forehead and the blue wing parch is duller and L"m%‘d
with olive-green. These birds are perfectly hardy provided their aviary has
a dry, draught-proof shelter into which they ﬁlmuﬂ be shut for the night
during the winter months.

As my main objective was always the breeding of these Parrakeets, each
pair were naturally given an aviary to themselves. They are, however, not
aggressive, so can safely be kept in mixed company. They would be most
unlikely to damage growing i:u:.hcs in a planted aviary. They must not,
however, be put with any bird that would be liable to attack them, and it is of
the utmost importance that their quarters—particularly the perches—should be
kept scrupulously clean, otherwise, like all the Grass Parrakects, they are hable
to contract cyc—-cfis:am:.
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(Neaphema bourkii)

TH]S delightful little Parrakeet was at one time given a special classification of
its own—Neosephotus instead of Neophema—and this was quite as it should
be, for except in shape and size it is utterly unlike the true Grass Parrakeets, and
indeed has no near relatives atall. Tt is now Neophema again.

The male has the upper surface browni y with some greyish-white
round the eyes and on tﬁc cheeks. The upper breast is rmy—pink,m feathers
being bordered with greyish-brown more and more faintdly as they get lower
until the border disappears altogether, and the breast and abdomen are pure
rose-pink. The under tailcoverts, under wing-coverts, sides of the rump and
thighs are pale blue. There is a bluish tinge on the shoulders and a variable
amount of blue just above the beak. The outer tail feathers are white marked
with slate-blue and the central ones and the flights dark greyish-olive.

The female resembles the male but is usua%ly slightly smaller and slimmer
with a smaller, rounder skull. The pink of the upper breast is more heavily
bordered with greyish-brown and she never has any blue feathers on the
torehead.

Although the sexes can be quite easily distinguished in an obvious pair of
Bourkes, there are some pairs that are far from obvious, and 1 should not,
generally speaking, call them particularly easy birds to sex, for whereas some
males have a quite distinet blue frontal band, it is merely indicated in others
by a few tiny I;iu: feathers, and 1 have known male Bourkes with no blue on the
forchead at all.  You can, however, usually be quite certain that a bird with
even a few blue feathers in this region is a cock.

Young Bourkes resemble the hen except that the males usually have rather
squarer and more massive heads and the females smaller, rounder ones.

They inhabit Central Australia and parts of the south-castern portion of the
Continent and were discovered by Major Mitchell (presumably the explorer
after whom Leadbeater’s Cockatoo takes its alternative name of Major Mitchell's
Cockatoo) about 125 years ago. Once common in their various habitats, these
birds now appear to be rapidly decreasing in numbers, owing mainly, it seems,
to the country being heavily stocked with sheep and cattle which deprive the
Bourkes of natural fgod by keeping the grass cropped and preventing seeding.

This invasion of their territory by sheep and cattle was foﬂnwcgb}' one of
rabbits, which in its turn was followed by the liberation of numerous cats to
destroy the rabbits, the probability being that the cats dealt far more effec-
tively with the Bourkes tlgm they did with the rabbits!

That Bourkes should be called ** Night Parrots ' by Australian bird trappers
is scarcely to be wondered at, as their behaviour in aviaries is certainly semi-
crepuscular.  Long after dusk on a summer evening, when all other Parrakeets
have gone to roost, lht}r‘ will still be Aying about their aviaries and uttering
their cheerful cry of * Quee-tuke . . . Quitook, Quitook, Quitook.”
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In flight, their wings make a pleasant whistling sound, in fact, to my mind
everything about these lirtle Parrakeets is attractive, including the cock’s
courting display which consists of periodically raising his wings over his back,
rather after the manner of a butterfly sunning itself, and every now and
jumping on to the wire netting and making a series of short, rapid runs up it
with wings slightly spread and shoulders depressed and forward, both of
which actions seem specially designed to display the glorious blue patches on
the under surface of the wings, which, of course, are normally invisible.

A cock Bourke's in breeding condition also has an amusing habit of periodi-
cally scratching his head, especially if his wife is in process of inspecting a
newly hung-up nest-box—a procedure sugg:stini the exating possibility of
rearing a family, which seems instantly to send the bleod rushing to his head!

About twenty years ago, when 1 first started breeding Bourkes, they were
considered extreme avicultural rarides in this country, and [ am inclined to
think that the hens of the first few pairs we had were much more fussy about
their nest boxes than are * modern ™ hen Bourkes, which, of course, have
usually been bred for several generations in conhnement.

In any case, [ used to find that our hens of those days preferred small, natural
logs hung up horizontally with a slight slant, so that the entrance hole was
rather higher than the nesting chamber at the further end of the log. Some
hens would take to an ordinary box, provided at least the whole of the front
was covered with natural bark, but I can remember one or two particularly
exacting hens who would not use an ordinary barkless wooden box at all, and
if provided with nothing which they considered more suitable, would simply
inspect it briefly and then start moulung rather than use ir.

There scems to be a particularly large race of Bourkes, and | remember
sceing some of these birds in Dr. Elphick’s collection at Kingsgate; also, if |
remember rightly, in Mr. Whitley’s Primley Zoo, near Paignton.  They were
really enormous compared with Lﬁe usual specimens.

I was never sure that 1 entirely admired them, however, any more than 1
do the outsize Budgerigars which nowadays appear on the show bench, as it
has always scemed to me that littleness has a charm of its own. If a person
admires Ergn birds, he should buy something big like a Pennant’s Parrakeet
instead of concentrating his energies upon breeding a Budgerigar as large as a
Redrump!

With regard to the Bourkes, however, I do not know whether the par-
ticularly large specimens were the result of specialised breeding in confinement
or whether they were imported members of a rare, outsized race of the bird
existing in Australia, but I should think the latter more probable considering
how rarely Bourkes were bred in confinement in the days I am speaking of.

Nowadays, these birds are almost as frecly bred in aviaries in this country as
Budgerigars, and latter-day specimens scem no more choosy about their nest
boxes than are hen Budgerigars. They are perfectly sin:rlr to feed and should
be fivm a seed mixture of canary with oats or groats and a sprinkling of hemp
and sunflower.

The first pairs to reach this country for many years—just after the 1914-18
war—came into the possession of the late Duke of Bedford. How well 1
remember their cheerful cries and increasing liveliness towards dusk in their
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flight cages in his dining room at Warblington. They scemed strangely
reﬁuctant to sample greenfoods of any kind, but present-day Bourkes are quite
as keen on such foods as are other members an the Grass Parrakeet family,
particularly flowering rye-grass and spinach-beet.

Bourkes are perfectly hardy and will winter successfully, without heat in
any aviary that has a proper shelter into which they can be shut each night in
winter. As Parrakeets go, they are singularly undestructive to growing bushes
in an aviary, and they would be most unlikely to attack even the smallest of
Finch or Waxbill companions. Several pairs, however, cannot be per-
mmcnt]}r kcpt tagr_'ﬂm. as they usually qual‘rd b;td]}l' in the 'm'{'cding $CASON.

As far as | know, Bourkes have never been crossed with any other Parrakeet,
which is scarcely to be wondered at secing that they have no near relatives.

A cock Bourke's which had been graciously lent to us for breeding purposes
before the war by H.M. King George V, had to be mated at first to a hen
Turquoisine, no spare hen Bourke’s being then available. That their first
clutch of eggs was infertile was hardly surprising as the cock had started o
moult, However, when the Turqueisine eventually laid again, the Bourke's
had completed his moult and was in breeding condition and extremely attentive
to his wife, but unfortunately she died on the nest after laying her second egg,
so what these interesting hybrids (if any) would have looked like remains
unknown,

Many people have, so I have been told, seriously imagined that they were
going to breed a pink Budgerigar by crossing a Budgerigar with a Bourke's.
Actually I somehow doubt wﬁrth:r this would be a possibility, though of
course one has, in the past, heard persistent rumours of even more extraordinary
crosses, such as that between a Budgerigar and a Peach-faced Lovebird, though
I do not know whether any proof of this mating has ever been forthcoming.

As we had an odd hen Bourke's at the farm this spring, for which we were
unable to obtain a cock, I put a Budgerigar with her and was hardly surprised
that all the first clutch of eggs were infertle as she started to lay r:mf a day or
two after the cock Budgengar was introduced into her aviary. eges,
however, have been removed and the cock Budgerigar is now extremely
attentive to his wife, constantly feeding her and biffing her in the face, Budgeri-
gar fashion, which not unnaturally causes her to look a bit alarmed, such male
rudeness being quite unknown in Bourke circles.

However, apart from what must seem to her rather extraordinary courtin
antics, she accepts his offers of food and seems quite pleased with him, so it wi
be inmeslingdtn see the result of this second nest. . =
Bourkes do not need a ]ilrﬁnﬂar]}r large aviary. T cz can be kept, and

might even breed, in a really flight cage, but are much housed in an
outdoor aviary.
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(Platycercus venustus)

HIS has always been my favourite Broadtail: others, such as Pennant’s,
may be more magnificent, but none has the Brown’s lovely colour
contrasts of sooty black, violet blue, creamy yellow and vermilion.

In the male Eic head is black with white cheek patches bordered with violet.
The mantle is black, each feather having a wide creamy-yellow border, the
latter also being the colour of the whole of the breast and the rump, each of
the breast fcnl.En:n having a very narrow blackish border. The flights are
black, the rest of the wings being various shades of violet with a black patch
near the shoulder. The tail is dark blue with a greenish tinge above and pale
blue on the underside; under tail-coverts vermilion. The hen is like the cock
except that she has a smaller, rounder, less intensely black head.

The young when they leave the nest are like the adults, but with all their
colours less intense and clear—cut.  Among the young Browns I bred there were
usually one or two in each nest which had a few red feathers mingled with the
black feathers of the head, these red feathers always disappearing when the
birds assumed adult plumage.

Brown’s Parrakeet is found in Northern and North-Western Australia
where it is usvally called the Northern Rosella. It is also most inappropriately
known as the Smutty Rosella, which instantly calls to mind a picture of an
ordinary Rosella which has spent years in a cage in our own industrial north!

These Parrakeets have always been great rarities in aviaries in this country,
and as far as I am aware they have only been bred by three people here, Mr.
Fascy, the late Duke of Bedford and myself.

Before the war I had a most wonderful breeding pair of these birds which
reared altogether about thirty young ones. They were given to me b the
Duke of Bedford. The highspot in their breeding career was the rearing ot nine
young in one season in two nests of five and four respectively.

TEE.‘ difficulty of breeding Browns is not so much that (j'::}r are unwilling
to go to nest, or particularly difficult to suit with a box, as that, unlike all the
other Broadtails, they refuse to adapt themselves to our scasons, usually moult-
ing most of the summer, and only coming into breeding condition and starting
to take an interest in nest boxes as soon as the first autumnal nip is felt in the air.

It is, of course, quite hopeless to let them have their way because the young
would never survive out of doors, and if reared in a heated shelter they seldom
develop into good specimens—if they survive at all.  The only thing to do is
to give them their nest box each spring and firmly remove it each autumn
until eventually they may, perhaps, come into breeding condivon in time
for a late summer nest. It is also advisable to give these Parrakects their nest
box a bit earlier than in the case of other Parrakeets, before they start their usual
ecarly moult.

it was disappointing to find that the young Browns 1 bred—anyway all
those retained to increase our stock as well as others 1 kept trace of—diI the
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imported Brown's trick of moulting all the summer and mminijﬁtu breeding
condition in the autumn, in spite of having themselves been hatched in the
spring.

i Jlﬁt before the war 1 was engaged in an attempt to evolve a spring-breeding
race of Browns by the introduction of Rosella blood, and 1 got as far as pro-
ducing a three-quarter Browns one-quarter Red Rosella hybrid, which in-
cidentally is quite the most beautiful Broadail cross I know, though the first
cross Browns x Rosclla runs it very close. It is, too, about the only hybrid
I have ever scen which looks like a good species and not like a hybrid at all.
1 remember how struck the famous French aviculturist, M. Delacour, was
with its beauty.

It might be called the Crimson-headed Brown's Parrakeet, for it is exactly
like a Brown’s, but instead of being black, each of the head feathers is deep
crimson with a wide black border, these feathers in the first cross having, as
one would expect, only a very narrow border of black,

The old Brown's mated to his hybrid Brown's x Rosella daughter produced
the above-mentioned beautiful three-quarter Brown’s, but un ortunately no
females, which I had hoped for in order to mate one back to her father, thereby
intensifying the Brown's blood and producing young ones which should have
been almost, if not quite, identical with pure Brown's. Actually I consider
myself fortunate to have been able to carry my experiment as far as 1 did with
only a single male to work with.

Browns—like our English Jays—are excellent watchdogs and will nstantly
give vent to their alarm note at the sight of any strange dog or cat, and some-
times for no apparent reason at :ﬁ except perhaps for the sheer joy of
spreading alarm and confusion among all the ntmr Parrakeets within hearing !

Some cock Browns—uwhich, [ suppose, have much the same mentality as
those human beings who delight in inventing terrifying rumours during a war—
are more culpable in this respect than others, though it is fair to say that the
rest of one’s collection eventually become inured to their cries of * wolf * and
pay no attention,

Of all the Parrakeets 1 have ever kept, Browns are, 1 think, quite the most
difficult to re-mate. The cock of our old breeding pair was most pathetic
and quite inconsolable when his wife died, and though 1 tried more than once
to provide him with a new parmer, he savagely attacked every hen that was
put with him. Eventually the poor old bird, like the heroine of a Victorian
novel, fell into a decline and died.

Browns are among the most quarrelsome and aggressive of the Broadtail
family, and a pair must, of course, always have an aviary to themselves.

In spite of the fact that they come from tropical Northern Australia, they
are just as hardy as their relatives that come from cooler parts of the con-
tinent.

My old pair reared their numerous progeny in a grandfather clock nest
box aiaut half filled with earth, and with a square of inverted turf rammed
down on top of the earth to form a saucer for the eggs, the box being clamped
against the outside wall of the shelter with a hole bored through into the inside
for entrance. | have little doubt, however, that they would cﬁa equally well in
the ordinary hang-up wooden Parrakeet nest box, about 12 inches square and
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3 feet deep, with either a half coconut husk fixed in the bottom, or else about
4 inches of decayed wood.

This species should be fed on a mixture of canary sced, millet, sunflower seed
and monkey nuts, with a little hemp that can be increased when they have young
to feed. They should be given the usual greenfoods, and are partcularly fond
of apple and spinach beet. They will live quite well in a large flight cage,
but anyone fortunate cnough to obtain a pair of these rare and beautiful
Parrakeets would doubtless make every effort to give them an outdoor aviary

to themselves.

gu a(g erigar
(Melopsittacus undulatus)

MUST confess 1 have found it difficult to make up my mind whether the

Budgerigar really comes within the srr::rc of this book; firstly because it has
become to all intents and purposes a domesticated species; and secondly
because such a vast amount has already been written about Budgerigars that it
might scem superfluous to add any more.
\ _;S‘ﬂﬂrm:: it to say therefore that the green is the original wild Australian form
of the bird, incidentally smaller and less beautiful than the one we know, and
that by intensive breeding for many generations in confinement there have
gradually evolved—as was to be expected—an almost infinite variety of colour
mutations, many of which arc now established and breeding true. .~

I think I am right in saying that the first * sports ™ were Yellows (of a rather
greenish hue) and then, about the year 1910, came Skyblues which were first

roduced by a Belgian breeder, Monsieur Pauwels, 1 believe; after which
allowed Olives, {.‘.n&iulm Albinos, Lutinos, Mauves, Greys, Violets, and almost
every conceivable colour-variation on these original themes, including a Yellow-
faced Blue which—doubtless in my ignorance!—seems to me surprising as |
always imagined that a blue Budgerigar was one entirely lacking the yellow
pigment, g_usr as a yellow was one entirely lacking the blue pigment—blue and
vellow, of course, being the component colours of green.

The colour which many breeders have tried to produce, though so far
without success, is red, and though | doubt if a true scarlet will ever be pro-
duced, it seems to me that a crimson, possibly with a rather purplish tinge,
might evolve, since the component colours of violet are, as any artist knows,
cobalt blue with the admixture of a certain amount of crimson lake. [ think
I am right in saying that some *“Red” Budgerigars were sent to this country
from India before the war, and created a considerable stir and excitement in
Budgerigar circles until they moulted, when it was discovered that they were
merely white specimens cunningly dyed red by the Indians!

The latest varieties of Budgerigars are the Harlequin or Pied—perhaps the
Harlequin Blue being the most beautiful—and the Rainbow and Golden-faced
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Rainbow, the two latter having been greatly improved since their introduction.
Purely as a personal opinion I would say that, with some exceptions, I
still like the singt colours fw:st. as some of the newest colour varieties tend to
have more and more what I would describe as g * washed-out " appearance,
though this, of course, does not a ly to Yellow-faced blues and Cobals or
to the Rainbow—all very bcnutifﬁr—ur to such a striking bird as 2 White-
winged Cobale. 1 still, however, preserve a lon tanding affection for the
old original green, and think few Eirds lovelier g-:n the Violet, the Cobalt,
the Skyblue, the real Buttercup Yellow (which should not have the faintest
tinge of green) and the pure Yellow Pink-eyed Lutino which, unfortunately,
like all Lutinos, is somewhat shortsighted, particularly in bright sunlight.

One tendency which 1 think is to be greatl deplored in the present-day
breeding of Budgerigars for show pur is that of continually attempting
to increase their size.  One of the chief charms of Budgerigars has always been
that they are truly miniature Parrakeets, and it therefore scems to me that to
try to increase their size—beyond a set limit—is about as sensible as to try to
breed a race of bantams as large as domestic fowls !

The Budgerigar, which 1s widely distributed throughout Australia, has
been given an almost embarrassing number of soubriquets, the best-known of
which are Undulated Grass Parrakeet and Shell Parrakeet but it has become
universally known as the Budgerigar and even more so as the * Budgie."”
It is a tribute to its fame that if one has occasion to travel in a public vehicle
with a cage containing Budgerigars, one’s fellow-travellers instead of apathe-
tically surmising that they mmt%::‘" some sort of bird " will exclaim at once
" Budgies!"” which shows that their popularity nowadays equals, and probably
surpasses, that of the Canary,

Apparently “ Budgerigar " has evolved from * Betcherry-gar,” the name
which the Australian Aborigines bestowed upon the bird, and though one may,
or may not, think it a charmin name, it is a little disi]i-usiuuing to read in
Cayley’s * Australian Parrots ” that it means neither more nor less than * good
bird ™ or * good food.” And as I doubt if the Australian Aborigi o5 were—
except in the culinary sense—bird-lovers, 1 imagine * good food " is what is
really meant; in an:.yhcr words—however much my kind-hearted Budgie-
owning readers may wince—stewed Bud.icri ar made a succulent evening meal!

Many thousands of Budgerigars are bred in cages and aviaries every year,
and they thoroughly deserve their enormous pularity, for they are hardy,
adaptable, extremely easy to feed, house, :um:F€I breed, and among the most
charming and beautiful of all foreign birds. Moreover a single Budgerigar
makes a tame, intelligent, and altogether delightful pet, and—rather un-
expectedly for so small a member of the Parrot tribe—very often an excellent
ta]t:.': as well,

Strangely enough, unlike human beings, male Budgerigars are far more
talkative than females! They are also mu bcttrr-mmpcmga and more casil
tamed, and if they do lose their temper and bite you, the bite will be much less
painful than if it had been inﬂictcdﬁ,' the stronger-beaked female.  So if you
want a Budgerigar as a pet it is most important to get a young cock.

A single pet Budgerigar should be providedg::'id: plenty to amuse him
and occupy his time. They really do seem to enjoy the various bells, swings,
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Bourke's Parrakeet has no very close relatives
It is very beautiful in a quiet way, also perfectly

the nearest being the Grass Parrakeets
hardy and easy to leed

Te——_—

Fischer's Lovebird is nowadays one of the best known of the Apaparnis family



Is the rarest of the Broadtails. and very difficult to breed
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mirrors and ladders with which present-day cages are furnished, and my only
criticism of the latter would be that in many cases too much is crowded into too
small a space, which would be obviated if the cage itselt were rather larger.

Whatever the size of the cage, however, it is most important to let the bird
out for a fly round the room as often as possible as this not only permits it to
take wing-exercise, but also provides considerable pleasure and amusement for
its owner. However tame a Budgerigar may be, it is unwise sud:iml{ o
give it complete liberty out of doors as it 1s liable to lose its bearings and get lost

As a boy, I remember buying a ™ tame ™ Bud&erigﬂr which, I suspect, was
only tame because it was a " runner "' and could not fly. It did, however,
become extremely tame, and when it regained its powers of Aight, was hanﬂz
ever in its cage, fAlying about the room most of the day and only being put bac
in its cage at nig{l: It was also what one might call " house-trained,” as it
took a great fancy to a standard lamp upon the shade of which it always perched.
As the shade, of course, was larger at the bottom than the top Lwhm'c it used to

erch) most of its droppings tndcd on the lamp shade which had to be
requently washed or renewed, but that was—in th{' days—a small price to
pay for such a charming lietle bird.

Budgerigars can be bred in aviaries, large or small, or in flight cages of
sufficient size. - Their food requirements are simpliary iself as, even when
rearing }rmmﬂhcy need nothing but canary, millet and greenfood, the latter
being most easily supplied in the form of spinach-beet, though they also much
appreciate flowering grasses which, of course, form the bulk of their natural
food in a wild state.

They are natarally gregarious, going about in large flocks, so it is usuall
quite hopeless to try to breed from a single pair. Two pairs, however, will
breed successfully, but it is most important to remember that they will need
four nest boxes, use, if only two are supplied, you can be pretty sure that
both hens will covet the same box, and wilrﬁght to the dcaf]l: for possession
of it. I have heard of some pairs that are said to have gone to nest when
supplied with a mirror in their cage which gave them the comforting illusion
that ghere were two pairs instead of only one!

| {Budgerigars should, of course, be supplied with lime in some form, such
as imestone grit, and they are very fond of nibbling at a lump of chalk. |

Nestling Budgerigars are not, like young Broadeail and other Parrakeets,
all much about (ﬁc same age, but vary in size as ncsd.ing Amazon Parrows do,
yet even so, the youngest, though almost buried beneath its older brothers and
sisters, is seldom neglected and usually receives its due share of food, which 1
always think is rather a feat on the part of the parents.

On the whole T would say that Budgerigars are (and this also applies to
Zebra Finches) far and away the best foreign birds for the avieultural novice
to make a start with, and I speak from experience, for both are almost the first
birds I kept, and bred, as a schoolboy.  Indeed, I can still recall the thrill when the
first nest of ordinary greens emerged from their coconut husk (wooden nest
boxes for Budgerigars were stll a thing of the future) and my rapt admiration
of the perfection of their plumage, and their general look of dark-eyed
imnocence, which, alas, passes all too soon, but which, while it lasts, makes
them, perhaps, even more beautiful than their parents.
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(Kakatoe sulphurea Citronacristata)

l THINK this is a bird to whose beauty less than justice has been done. Much

en lavished on Leadbeater's Cockatoos. but |

W |.'||—1'.i-:'ll‘u.'\.i admiration has be
of the Citron-crested

can think of no writer who has extolled the beauty
|l’».'l]|11p= thas 15 partly because it is rarely imported ; and }'.n.lllj\. because 1t 15 50
stupidly named. It sur ly should be called the Crange-crested Cockatoo.,

The male Citron-crest is snows white, with the i.l'.h.!\.'l—n-'.l]l.hl. of the tail

.|rn§ A Patc ]I o ||‘I|' I.hl'l.'k\ |'.|-|I.' |l'|||ll|'l-‘_-l.':|l.'l\'-. lll-:' YTy |-If'..‘_l.' -|tl‘-:| h.“l'.i'\“'”:ll.'

The Citron-crested Cockatoo much resembles the well-known Lesser Sulphurs-
crested Cockatoo except that its crest is orange instead of yellow. It is the
mare beautiful bird of the two, but has always been far more difficult to obtain

crest, which the bird can spread almost as far forward as a Leadbeater can, is
bright orange Except that her crest is perhaps a trifle smaller, the female
resembles the male, but they are very easy birds o sex because whereas his

CYES are .l|ll|n.l~[ a5 11|.||,L\ as |:'-| T 4 |::|||_1r|,11:‘_ |“-|'\ are

a reddish-chestnut colour,
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Citron-crested Cockatoos are slightly larger than the well-known Lesser
Sulphur-crested, and the fact that they have so seldom been imported is
prﬂfub]].r accounted for by the fact that they aphpca: to be found only in the
comparatively small island of Sumba in the Dutch East Indies.

1 have a fine pair of these birds which have been in my possession for about
three months, and from which 1 hope to breed. They are in an outdoor
aviary and are proving very hardy. While I have not yet had time to study
them over a long period, it already seems obvious that they have certain charac-
teristics which are the direct opposite of most Cockatoos. For instance,
although they belong to a notoriously noisy family, 1 have never heard either
of them utter a sound except to squawk when they were being caught to be
transferred to their present aviary.

Again, although they belong to a notoriously destructive family, my pair,
far from destroying the woodwork of their aviary, have so far showed no sign
of even whittling away their perches—surely very extraordinary and almost
too good behaviour for a Cockatoo! If they have a failing it is their extreme
shyness, and the hen, who is perhaps the less shy of the two, only ventures
into the open part of the flight if she thinks there is nobody about.

They sﬂnuld be fed on sunflower and canary seed, monkey nuts, and a
little hemp. 1 stll give mine a lictle maize, occasionally, secing that they have
been accustomed to it. 1 have offered them apple and greenfood, but so far
they entirely ignore both.

Cﬂféﬂfﬁfi

(Nymphicus hollandicus).

TH]S quaint-looking but attractive bird has always, with its hecuc orange-
red cheek patches, reminded me somewhat of a Dutch doll., The general
body colour of the male consists of various shades of grey, darkest on the tail
which is fairly long and pointed. There is a large, whitsh patch on the wing,
and the forchead, cheeks, throat and crest are lemon-yellow. The sides of
the crown are white, and the ear patches orange-red. Length is about 13 inches.

The hen to a certain extent resembles her mate, but the colour of the wing-

atch is not so pure and the orange-red ear patches, though present, are much
E:ss vivid. There is no white on the crown and the yellow parts of the cock’s

plumage are greyish and only fainty tinged with yellow in the hen. Her
thighs are barred with yellow and the under surface of the tail is striped and
?pecklcd with grey and yellowish. Her general body colour is grey with a

aint tnge of brown.
1 have found that the young of some pairs of cockatiels are easier to sex

than others, the cocks having a more pronounced yellow tinge to the forchead,

cheeks, throat and crest.
Cockatiels are widely distributed over all but the coastal areas of Australia,

where they are also known as the Cockatoo Parrot or Quarrion.  They are
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nomadic, being usually seen in small parties of a dozen or so, and feeding mainly
on the ground on the seeds of various grasses and other low-growing plants.
They nest in the hollow limbs of trees.

Over a hundred years ago John Gould noted their habit (which T have
never seen in an aviary though probably the lpctchﬁ were not thick enough) of
perching lengthwise—as a Nigﬁ:jar does—along the dead limb of a tree, and
it is interesting that he stresses their almost invariable choice of a dead and
leafless bough, as the late Duke of Bedford, writing of his liberty experiments
with Cockatiels in his book * Parrots and Parrot-like Birds™ says: “ The cock’s
first release should take place on a calm winter moming when the trees are
bare, as a Cockatiel has a rooted objection to settling on any branch that has
leaves on it.”

With the exception of the Budgerigar, the Cockaticl is probably about the
most widely kept and bred of all the members of the Parrot family, and it
richly deserves its popularity, possessing as it does almost all the avicultural
virtues, being hardy, adaptable, good tempered and very casily bred.  Indeed
before the war, when so many people were breeding them, and not always
under the best conditions, the ease with which they propagate their kind
captivity was not an altogether unmixed blessing, as it led to a good many
worthless degenerate young ones being offered ?ﬂl‘ sale, which would never
make good birds themselves and were therefore useless for breeding purposes.

The Cockatiel is really a sort of link between the Parrakeets and the Cocka-
toos, possessing some but not all the characteristics of both.  The shape, with
the long pointed tail, is that of a Parrakect, while the upstanding crest reminds
one of a Cockatoo's, but cannot, to the same extent, be raised or depressed at
will. Their nesting habits, however, are pure Cockatoo, both sexes doin
their share of the incubating of the eggs, the cock usually sitting by day ans
the hen taking over for the night.

They are not at all exacting as to their nesting site, and will vsually ke to
any reasonable nest box, but the most suitable type is a wooden box about
12 inches square by 24 inches deep hung up outside under overhead cover,
with either a half coconut husk fixed in the bottom or else a filling of about
4 inches of decayed wood.

A good breeding pair will prove cxtr:mr:l}r pn}]iﬂc and, if allowed to do so,
will go on breeding S‘b: whole year round. It is a mistake, however, to allow
this as it can only result in the Ictcl:imtiorn of both the stamina of the parents
and the quality of the young ones. But if—as should be the case—they are
only permitted to breed during the spring and summer months, a good breedin
pair should produce a dozen or more young ones. 1 once a pair whicﬁ
regularly reared from fifteen to eighteen young ones in three nests.

The chief reason for their prolificacy, compared with Parrakeets of a
similar size, is that Cockatels tend to lay considerably larger clutches, and
whereas the average Parrakeet’s clutch consists usually of four or five eggs,
most Cockariels waﬁl lay six, and some even seven or eight eggs at a time.

Cockatiels do not make good liberty birds because though they may stay
for a time, their natural nomadic instinct usually asserts itself, and they soon
wander off. 1 have, however, on several occasions had one of a mated pair
escape from their aviary and have marvelled at the power and speed and grace
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of its flight. 1 usually managed to get them back into their aviary, but one,
a mated male, who frequently visited his hen, walking about on the top of her
aviary, disappearcd after a few days, and was pr:::babﬁf shot as a Hawk.

Young male Cockatiels, if taken from the nest just before they fledge and
hand-reared from then on, make charming and effectionate pets and will learn
to whistle and talk a little, though young females, similarly treated, are seldom
a success and usually prove intractable and difficult to tame.

One of the first things people want to know is if they can be kept in a
* mixed collection.” The Ccctaticl can not only be kept with Budgerigars,
but is equally harmless even to small Finches.

One must, however, exercise great care in suddenly introducing a pair of
Cockatiels into an aviary of small Finches, for to them the newcomers doubtless
appear to be a couple of dnnf;crnua Hawks, and there will be a commensurate
panic among the Finch population, as birds are rather foolish about differentda-
ting between real and supposed enemies. For instance, a harmless stray
Homing Pigeon alighting on an aviary will cause quite as much panic as if it
were a Sparrowhawk !

Cockatiels live well, and would probably breed in a flight cage of suitable
dimensions, but I always think they look their best in an outdoor aviary.
They should be fed on canary, millet and oats with some sunflower, a little
hemp, and the usual greenfoods.  They require no extras when rearing their
young and are perfectly hardy.

Crim son-wing od /9 arrakeot

(Aprosmictus erythropterus)

TH[S is generally conceded to be one of the most strikingly beauniful of all
Parrakeets, and the cock’s crimson wing-patch, from which the species
takes its name, is of quite extraordinary brilliance, so much so that it literally
lows even when the bird is sitting in shadow, almost as if there were a light
hind it. This may seem an exaggeration, but 1 am sure that anyone who has
kept Crimson-wings will know what I mean.

The wing patch is, of course, wonderfully set oft by the male’s other colours,
his head ;t]cglic{'k being a particularly brilliant emerald green and breast grass
green.  His mantle is jet hll.:ck; upper rump deep sky blue; lower rump pale
green and the tail dark green. The bill is hight vermilion with a yellow tip.
Length is 134 inches. The hen entirely lacks the black mantle and has only a
suggestion of a crimson wing-patch.

The Crimson-winged Parrakeet, which inhabits Northern and North-
Western Australia, Queensland and New South Wales, is known in its native
country as the Red-winged Parrakeet, or Bloodwing. Gould noted that its
flight was unlike that of any other Parrakeet, and reminded him ** of the heavy
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flapping manner of the Peewit, except that the motion was even slower and
more laboured.” While I agree that its manner of flight is perhaps com-

ble to that of the Peewit, I think it gives a false impression to call it l:’av or
aboured, for 1 have seen them at liberty, and while it is true that their flight is
very unlike that of other Parrakeets, it nevertheless has a wonderfully light,
airy buoyancy which one could never tire of watching,

I have bred Crimson-wings on one occasion only, and 1 was fortunate in
the pair 1 had because although the cock chased the hen about a good deal
at the beginning of the breeding season, as far as 1 can remember, [ never had
to 'I;‘i; his wing,.

e only drawback to Crimson-wings as aviary birds is the savage temper of
a cock when in hrc:di.ng condition, at which time a very careful watch has wo
be kept lest he murder his wife—particularly if she is a bit slow at going to nest
and not quite so forward in bm:‘iing condition as he is.

Some cocks are much worse in this respect than others, and in very bad cases
the only thing to do is to separate the pair in the spring, housing them in
adjoining :ncﬁisum and putting them together only when the hen obviously
wants to pair. Even then it may be necessary to remove the cock as soon as
mating has taken place, and hope that the hen will rear her brood single-handed.

All this, of course, is a great nuisance and means devoting two aviaries to
one pair of birds, but they are so beautiful that they are worth taking a good
deal of rouble over, and there 15, wo, always the chance that one may be
fortunate enough—as 1 was—to get hold of one of the more reasonable males,
One can also try the simple expedient of clipping one of the cock's wings,
thereby considerably hmlﬁcappﬁlg him in his ton of the female,

Incidentally it would be a mistake to take tor granted that hen Crimson-
wings altogether dislike this barbarous treatment by their husbands. On the
contrary, the majority of them seem positively to enjoy and expect this cave-
man stuff, and often take a very dim view of better-mannered males!

Hen Crimson-wings are sometimes fussy about their nest boxes, and this,
I am certain, 1s often due to the fact that those they are offercd are not deep
enough. Nor is this surprising since—as can be seen from a photograph in
Neville Cayley's book * Australian Parrots " of a gum tree in which a pair of
Crimson-wings bred—the actual nest itself is sometimes as much as thirty feet
from the entrance hole!

In an aviary, however, they will usually take to a grandfather clock nest
box about 15 inches square by 6 feet high, and it is as well to put in only
18 inches or so of decayed wood, so that the nest is almost at ground level.
It is, of course, essential in a box of any depth that a wire ladder should be
fixed inside just below the entrance hole, for birds to climb out by.

Crimson-wings are among the hardiest of all Parrakeets, and indeed of all
foreign birds. Even our bitterest and most unpleasant spells of winter weather
find them cheerful, lively and quite unperturbed, not even sitting about with
their feathers fluffed out for greater warmth, as many of our native birds do
at such times,

They should be fed on the usual Parrakect mixture of canary, millet, oats,
monkey nuts, sunflower and hemp, the quantities of the last two being
increased when they have young in the nest.
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The Crimson-winged
Parrakeet has on the
wings large crimson
patches of extraordin-
ary brilliance. In the
breeding season cocks
wre inclined to be very
savage with their hens,
and it s sometimes
necessary to clip one of
their wings. The bird
portrayed is In  im-
mature plumage

I remember many years ago being entranced by the spectacle of this splendid
bird at liberty at Warblington, where it made a truly unforgettable picture,
but the late Duke of Bedford used to find that chimneys held a fatal fascination
for Crimson-wings at liberty, not enly for a female in search of a nesting site,
but even for a male whose mate was confined to an aviary. The usual call-nore
of these birds is a loud, :1.h;1[|1 “Crillik . . . Crllik,” rr.'11{".1u.'r.l several tmes.

-‘:'l' Z’ﬂ" or ?/{/?H'T("/i‘ﬂ” t(’f{ _/4!"[12{1” /:)ﬂ l"l'ﬂf

(Amazona leucocephala)

HIS Amazon, which is found only in the island of Cuba, 5 rarely im-
ported.  Slightdy smaller and slimmer than the well-known Blue-fronted
Amazon it is a very beautiful bird with a delightful colour contrast of green and
du_-u_-E'- |.'|'-1',|'|—!\1|1]nc_ The main huciv_.'—uﬂu'-|1r % i'u'igh[ darkish green, the feathers
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Cuban Amazon Parrots, members of a rarely imported but very beautiful
small group of Amazons with dark green plumage and areas of white and deep
coral-pink about the head and throat. They are best suited to aviary life

being widely bordered with black, particularly on the foreparts of the body and
the back of the head and neck.  ‘The forechead is white and the cheeks .uu] throat

beautiful deep coral-pink. There is a considerable amount of purplish-
vinous colour on the lower breast and abdomen, a leaden grey patch behind
the eye, and the beak is of so pale a horn-colour as to be almost white. There
is some red at the base of the tail feathers, and the |-.1\'L'|‘3' blue, of two shades, in
the wings, makes these Amazons !'*.1:iiu.|].|.r|_~.' beaunful in H;gh:, or when
displaying.

Judging by those 1 have at present, they seem mioderately casy to sex as the
hens have ~|1!,Ju|.'~ smaller rounder heads, their foreheads are of a less pure white,
and the rose-pink arca 15 rather smaller and less well-defined. They have,
however, considerably more of the vinous colour on the breast,

They arrived d:iring the coldest November for many years. As they are
said to be very sensitive o cold, partcularly on arrival, it was rather in fear
and trembling that I put them into an outdoor avi: ary, even though it faced duc
south in a very sheltered position and had a heated shelter

Diespire the arctic conditions, however, they did well, and as the weather,
though so cold, was sunny during the day, I gave them access to the Hight for a
couple of hours when the sun was warmest.  Some of the bolder spirits among
them seemed to enjoy this as they ventured forth (if they thought nobody was




The Cockatiel is a great favourite It is harmless to other birds and an excellent breed
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about) and gave vent to that curious medley of Amazonian cries and chortlings
which 1 find so attractive—particularly in the open air, though it might be
rather deatening indoors,

Of the six imported, one—never such a good specimen as the others—died,
and was found to have gone light, and another died through an accident.
The remaining four, which I should say are two pairs, came through their
second winter in most perfect condition without any artificial heat. 1 have
now bred these parrots, a first breeding in caprivity, more than once.

They are very strong fliers, and their aviary has to be aﬁaprmchcd with care,
as they are the wildest and most panicky Amazons 1 have ever ssessed.
Although quite steady with me, they are terrified of strangers. T}Iiu.o cock’s
display 1s curious. He spreads his tail, partly spreads and lowers his wings, and
nullju:s a sort of token lunge at the hen, although never actually touching her.

Feeding should be the same as for other members of the famly.

Cuban Amazons have the reputation of not being particularly talented
talkers, but they do possess great beauty.

3&’&# an purméﬂef

(Psittacula derbyana)

THE Derbyan is a very handsome relative of the well-known Ringneck
and Alexandrine Parrakeets, and the fact that it has so seldom been im-
ported is due mainly to the maccessibility of its habitat, namely, the interior
of Upper Yangtze, China,

c male s green with an extensive golden-green patch on the wing.
There is a narrow black band just above the upper mandible and extending as
far as the eyes.  On the throat is a crescent-shaped area of black which, starung
narrow at the side of the head, widens out until its lower edge is just below the
beak and its upper one just at the point where the two mandibles join. The
tapering pointed tail is greenish-blue and the head and breast a mauvish-lilac
which is brightest and bluest on the checks and forepart of the crown and
merges into green at the back of the head. The upper mandible is red and the
lower one, gunmetal colour.  Total length is about 20 inches.

The female's colours are duller and they are casy birds to sex as she lacks
the red upper mandible, the whole of her beak being gunmetal colour.

Derbyans get their name, [ believe, from a specimen which was in the
Earl of Derby’s famous zoological collection at Knowsley House in Lancashire
during the second half of thc%:ist century. It also has the alternative name of
Salvadori’s Parrakeet—called after, I think, a Count Salvadori—but this is
seldom used, and it is commonly known as the Derbyan Parrakeet.

Although single tame specimens are said to be kept not infrequently as
pets by the natives of the inaccessible part of China they come from, hitherto
they have been considered very rare aviary birds in this country.,

I
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Fortunately, however, their rarity in aviaries seems to be decreasing,
chir:ﬂi: owing to the fact that there are nowadays two or three aviculturists
who have breeding pairs and breed them regularly each year. It is greatly 1o
be hoped that eventually they will become thoroughly established as aviary
birds in this country.

While they are not quite as casy to breed as the Indian Ringneck, they
would seem no more difficult than the Alexandrine, and should be given the
same housing, feedi.u(g and general treatment as 1 have recommended for that
bird. They are pertectly hardy. Tame ones, I should think, would make
equally charming pets as the Alexandrine, and might learn to talk a litde.

If they have a disadvantage, it is their voice which, when they really get
going, is almost indescribably harsh and ear-splitting. However, 1 think thar,
at any rate in an aviary, this is amply compensated for by their very hand-
some appearance and amiable disposition.

My own experience of keeping Derbyans is limited to a pair we housed for
Lord Tavistock at Keston for a few months during the nineteen-thirties, and
I thought them most attractve. One day I should like to have these birds
again and perhaps to breed them.

:bauéﬂ?—eya! :bwurf p arrol

{Opopsitta diopthalma)

BIRD of this species at present in m possession is by far the rarest member
A of the Parrnr:cfzmilypl have rv:}; kept, and, 1 Eclicw:, the first living
specimen ever to reach the Bridsh Isles.  The species is said to have been im-
ported into Holland, and its relative Opopsitta gulielmi iii melanogenia, the
Black-cheeked Dwarf Parrot, is said to have reached France. Both inhabat
MNew Guinga.

Some rare birds, such as the Rock Grass Parrakeet, prove disappointing,
with little save their rarity to recommend them. The litle Double-eyed
Dwarf Parrot, on the other hand, is as desirable as it is rare, being not only
extremely neat and pretty, but also quite one of the most charming and delight-
ful little Eirds it has ever been my good fortune to keep.

In the male the wings are darkish green and the breast pale green. The
forehead and cheeks are red, the former 5hldi.ng into orange at the rear of the
crown, and the latter bordered at the back by a narrow band of violet. The
top half of the eye is bordered by a semi-circle, widest at the top, of tiny bright
turquoise blue feathers. The outer webs of the ﬂights are Eluc. and those
breast feathers which, when the bird is in repose, overlap the bend and lower
edge of the wing, are edged with yellow. The beak is silver at the base
shading to black, and the feet are of a rather unique colour—greyish-pink, with
quite a strong overwash of pale blue.
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I myselt have never seen a female, but Dr. Alan Lendon, who has, tells
mie that the cock’s red forehead and cheeks are buff in the case of the hen.

The hen of the pair, unfortunately, became ill on the journey and was
murdered by her hustand on being put back in the cage with him after she had
recovered from her illness, so it would seem that, despite his small size, a cock
Dwarf would need careful watching when a hen was introduced into its aviary.

The bird is rather smaller than a Nyasa Lovebird. Incidentally, the late
Duke of Bedford in his book ** Parrots and Parrot-like Birds " says—probably
due to a misprint—of the Black—checked Dwarf Parrot (total length given
63 inches as against 61 for the Double-cyed Dwarf) “. . . it would be a
fascinating mite, smaller than the smallest Lovebird . Yet he gives the total
length of the Nyasa Lovebird as 49 inches, so there is clearly a mistake some-
where. 1 should say myself, though 1 haven’t actually measured it, that the
Double-eyed Dwarf Parrot is little more than 4 inches ﬁ:rlg.

Although, owing to its size and general shape, one instinctively compares
it with a Lovebird, yet in its quick, rather Lorikeet-like movements, and in
its gencral character and disposition, it is totally different from any member of
the Agapornis family, and strikes one as having all the intelligence and power
of mimicry of the larger Parrots,

The one 1 have flics very swiftly and has the quick, precise movements of a
Lorikeet and also, when excited, their habit of progressing along a perch in a
series of hurried jumps, turning in mid-air, so that at one moment he has his
back to you and at the next is Eu:ing you. If you offer him a tithit he has the
curious habit of coming along the perch to ke it from your fingers in almost
incredibly slow slow-mation, giving exactly the {:(Jnmin:aii> effect of a film of a
person walking at a normal pace slowed down to a minimum until they move
with the most extreme and unnatural deliberation! 1 don't know the object
of this stealthy approach and have never observed it in any other bird.

It was supposed that, if ever imported, Dwarf Parrots would prove very
delicate and sensitive to cold, and would probably need nectar-feeding like the
Lory family. My experience of the little Double-eyed Dwarf Parrot, how-
ever, shows that they are neither delicate nor difficult to feed. At first [ used
to take him in for the winter, housing him in a flight cage in a bird room which
was heated during very cold spells.  'When caged, however, he started feather-
plucking, so I decided to leave him in his aviary, which faces south, and has a
double-wooded shelter into which he is shut each night during the winter,
and he never turned a hair even during the coldest spells.

As to food, he keeps in p:rﬁ'ct health on canary, sunflower, monkey nuts
and a little hemp, with spinach beet and apple, of both of which he is very fond.
He also has, three times a week, a small piece of bread that has been soaked in
diluted sweetened milk, which would prove an excellent additional rearing
food if one were ever lucky enough to breed them.

I think 1 am right in saying that the Double-eyed Dwarf Parrot [ have is the
first member of the family ever to be imported into this country and judgin
by this my first experience of keeping one, | should say that once accli.matistg
they are quite as hardy and little more difficult to cater for than any of the
better-known Australian Parrakeets, so it is doubly to be regretted that there
seems little chance of any more being imported, as they are most attractive,
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They are full of character, and my bird is an excellent mimic. He does not
actually talk but he imitates very cleverly in his small voice the evening cries
of Ringnecks and the alarm note of a pair of Brown's Parrakeets whose aviary
is just behind his.

He has a quick and fiery temper, and if you dare to pass his aviary without
taking any notice of him he gives vent to angry scrcecll:u of protest of extra-
ordinary volume and c.—.n-ﬂng-powcr for a bird of his size. Nor are you at
once forgiven if you offer him sunflower or a piece of monkey nut, for he will
ignore such peace-offerings, and bang angrily on the wire netting with his
beak! However, he soon pets over his temper, and within an hour or so will
once more be his dclightfuﬁ}r tame and charming self again.

Incidentally, he is every aviculturist’s dream of perfection when the time
comes to shut him into the aviary shelter for the night. Some birds just won't

in unless driven; others will go in quite readily, but have the infuriating

abit of dashing out again as though they had seen a ghost just as you are about
to close the shutter.

My Dwarf Parrot does neither of these things. He is never inside already,
as some of the other birds are, but is always sitting in the flight waiting for me,
and the moment I'say: “ Now then . . . in you go!” he most obligingly does
so at once; uttering the quick * Chee . . . cheet, Chee . . . cheet " he always
does when on the wing.

éﬁgmf gmd p arrakeot

(Neophema elegans)

ALWAYS think that, in its quiet way, this is one of the most beautiful of

the Grass Parrakeets, its plumage being mainly a lovely and rather unusual
shade of golden-green, which at once di tiates it from all the other mem-
bers of the family to which it belongs.

The male is golden-green with a frontal band of dark blue bordered above
with pale blue, and the lower edge of the wing also has this double band of two
shades of blue. The throat a.mi:c thighs are yellow with a greenish tinge; and
the abdomen yellow, the latter being sometimes, though not always, adorned
with a quite extensive orange patch. The central tail feathers are bluish-green
and the outer ones yellow. e bird is just over 10 inches long and is therefore
one of the larger Grass Parrakeets,

The female is much the same size as the male but her plumage is less golden
and more of an olive-green, while her blue areas are Eul]cr and less clearly
defined.

Elegants are found in South and Western Australia, Victoria and New
South Wales. In their native country they are apparently quite common,
being usually found in small family parties frequenting grassy, sparsely-wooded
districts and feeding on the s of the various grasses. When disturbed

e i



ELEGANT GRASS PARRAKEET 107

they are said sometimes to ascend to great altitudes when flying away, and
though 1 have never had the good fortune to see them at liberty, 1 should say
this is unusual in Grass P:.rrfm:u which give one the impression of birds
which, when flushed, would probably fly away at low level gtfnﬂ: settling on
or close to the ground again.

Despite their apparent abundance in a wild stage, Elegants pracucally
disappeared from European aviaries several years before the 1914-18 war, and
did not reappear—and then only in very small numbers—until about 6 years
after it was over. The first living specimens I can ever remember seeing were
at Warblington at about that time.

I have always found Elegants the most hardy and long-lived of the Grass
Parrakeets and have never been without them for the past twenty-years. We
have three pairs at Keston as I write, all of which, save one imported hen, were
bred here.  Although they are steady breeders, I would not call them prolific
as they tend, in my experience, to have rather small broods of twos and threes.

They are quiet litdle birds and only become really active in the spring when
their rather weak but pleasant and sibilant call-note is frequently heard.
Although their colours are not brilliant, I know of few prettier sights than a
male with the sun lighting up the lovely golden-green of his plumage, trying to
induce his wife to take an interest in a newly-hung-up nest box, or in a high
state of excitement because she has consented to mspect it.

For some reason which I have never been able to understand, there always
scems to have cxisted—and indeed still does exist—considerable confusion
between the Elegant and its relative the Blue-winged Grass Parrakeet. Even
aviculturists who have no difficulty in identfying other Parrakeets have told
me that they have always found Elegants and Bluewings muddling.

Actually, except for the fact that both birds are roughly about the same
size and shape, 1 have never been able to see that there is anything more than a
superficial resemblance between them.  Let me try to make the difference clear,
therefore, by saying that while the Elegant is predominantly golden-green with
the frontal band and the lower edge of the wing adorned with two contrasting
shades of pale and dark blue, the Blue-wing is olive-green with a deep frontal
band and a long wide patch on the lower wing tcs?a uniform deep shining
sapphire blue.

Elegants can be kept in a large fight cage, but if they are housed in this
manner it is important to have the perches regularly washed or renewed as
they—like all Grass Parrakeets—are subject to eve discase, a complaint chiefly
caused by dirty perches. To be fully appreciated, however, 1 always think
they need to be seen in an outdoor aviary.  As they are not birds that make a
great deal of use of their Hight this need not be particularly large. And an
aviary with an overall length of 10 feet by 4 feet wide and 7 feet lgi;h will suit
them perfectly well,

When they first reappeared in European aviaries some twenty-odd years
ago they were naturally either provided with a heated shelter or taken into a
fight cage in a heated birdroom during the winter months.  Later on, however,
wﬁm I had bred up a sufficient stock of them, I thought it worth trying the
experiment of keeping them without heat, and as a result [ found them to be
perfectly hardy provided they were shut into a draught and damp-proof
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shelter cach evening during the winter, and not let out into the flight oo early
in the morning,

It is advisable to give each breeding pair of Elegants an aviary to themselves,
because although for most of the year they are such quiet, inoffensive little
birds, they liven up considerably in the spring, and if the experiment of breed-
ing two pairs in the same aviary is tried, | have found that they will fight badly,
so that even if there are no actual casualties, it is most unlikely that there wall
be any successful breeding results.

Their nest box, measuring about 8 inches square by 18 inches deep, should be
hung up under overhead cover in the flight. The ideal receptacle tor the eg
is half a coconut husk fixed in the bottom, but as these are nowadays practically
impossible to obtain, one has to make do with the next best thing which con-
sists of a decayed wood filling about 4 inches A

Their staple seed should be canary, to which a pinch of sunflower and a
small quantity of hemp and groats may be ad the last two being in-
creased when they have young in the nest.  They should be given a plentiful
* supply of the usual greenfoods, and are very fond of spinach bect and flowering
poa annua and ryegrass. Some, though not all, like apple and will eat it if a
very thin slice is pushed through the wire netting, close to a perch. Apple
is particularly useful in winter when ordinary greenfoods are hard to come Ey.

3!'.5:4## s a[m‘:ﬁ[

(Agapornis fischeri)

RﬁTHF_R lirger than the Nyasa, Fischer's is a more handsome bird than
its relative as the orangey-brick colour of the forehead and cheeks merges
at the throat into ochre :mf rose colour, and it also possesses a beautiful patch
of dark blue above the base of the tail.  The bill is mr

Fischer's inhabit Uosure, Victoria Myanza. They are not at all casy birds

to sex, but the cock’s skull is generally slightly flatter on top and wider in front
than that of cthe hen.

They are not to be trusted in mixed company with weaker companions.
Moreover, if several pairs are kr:?t and bred together there is always the danger
that they will ill-treat each other's newly-fledged young ones.

Apart from the above differences, Fischer’s need precisely the same food and
treatment as Nyasas, and they are equally, if not even more, prone to plucking
their young in the nest.

Tl‘-’-m birds were first imported into Europe shortly after the 1914-1018 war.
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(Kakatoe galerita)

THIS large and imposing white bird with 1ts lemon-yellow crest is about the
best known of all the Cockatoos, and famed for 1ts longevity in confine-
ment, there being authentic records of birds of this species which have lived for
a hundred years, and it is said, even longer.

I was told of one which was for many years in the Imperial Palace at
Potsdam and eventually passed to a family of German extraction living in this
country with whom it 1s reputed to have riw:d untl its death at the stupendous
age of 130 years!

Cayley in his book on Australian Parrots remarks of these Cockatoos that
if they live for a hundred years in confinement, they probably live even longer
in a wild state, but personally I should doubrt this, as it has always seemed to
me that the many records of remarkable longevity among cage :m:f aviary birds
is probably ::hieg;r due to what one might call lack of normal ** wear and tear.”
By that I mean that well-housed well-fed birds in confinement enjoy certain
advantages which in all probability tend to lengthen their lives so long as they
have facilitics for a healthy amount of exercise.

For instance, they have complete immunity from their natural enemies,
and also thcy HIW-‘I}'E ‘{law an abundant suppl}' of food and water at times when
many of their wild brethren may be suffering from severe hunger and thirst
through prolonged drought (as in Australia) and from other natural causes.
It is doubtless true that many wild birds manage to survive untl such time as
food and water become more plentiful agamn, but I think there can be linle
doubt that such periods of rigorous privation must take years off their lives.

Male and female Cockatoos of this specics are much alike, and it seems rather
a moot point whether there is sufficient difference in the colour of the iris
to enable one to sex them with any certainty by this means. Personally I can
never recall having seen a Greater Sulphur-crested with other than hom-‘i;utmn
black eyes.

These birds nest in the hollow limbs of tall trees and also in crevices in the
cliffs which rise several hundred feet sheer from the Murray River, apparently
laying their eggs on the bare sand and rocks much as Gulls do on the sea cliffs.

They are very numerous throughout Australia and are much hated by the
farmers whose grain crops they menace. The methods adopted to destroy
them however—such as poisoned water-holes, grain, ete.—although doubtless
effective enough in destroving the Cockatoos, must at the same time result in
the wholesale slaughter of many of Australia’s loveliest Parrakeets and other
birds as well.

Obviously the unfortunate farmers have to take some measures to protect
their crops, but to shoot these Cockatoos, which are among the chief culprits,
is rendered practically impossible by their cunning habit, when raiding a grain
field, of stanoning sentries in nearby trees to give the alarm when the man with
the gun is sighted. MNor do these sentries have to forgo their share of the

16wy
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g;l:lmdcr. tor at intervals they fly down to the field to feed, their places at once
ing taken by others that have already fed!

We have had sinE]lf specimens of these Cockatoos at Keston though never
4 pair in an aviary, but the one which remains most vividly in my memory,
dates back to my childhood days.

It must have been about the year 1910, when I was a small boy, that I was

iven a Greater Sulphur-crested Cockatoo, which had been advertised as a
“tame talking " specimen.  ‘While in its cage it was cunning enough to behave
with deceptive docility and even allowed me to take it out.  Once loose, how-
ever, it hurried down on to the nursery floor—which was covered with green
" cork " linoleum which had become rather shiny and which 1 can remember
to this day—and proceeded to indulge in its favourite sport of ankle-nipping.

Ignoring me, it rushed—slithering joyfully across the slippery linoleum—
until its quarry (my governess's ankles) was reached, and it was able to give a
satisfactory nip, whereupon it gave vent to peals of the diabolical travesty of
human laughter which is peculiar to some tame Parrots and Cockatoos.

Mcanw%ﬁlc my governess had leapt upon a chair, where she doubtless
imagined herself more or less safe. However, " Cocky,” as the terrifyin
creature was inevitably called, was not to be so easily thwarted. Slowly a.nﬁ
methodically he began to climb up the legs of the chair accompanying his
laborious ascent with sinister chuckling sounds.  Just at this dramatic moment
my mother came into the nursery to sce how the new pet was shaping; nor was
she long left in doubt, for the creature, overjoyed at the prospect of a fresh
pair of ankles to nip, instantly forgot about my governess and proceeded to
attack my mother who, arming herself with a c%::.ix, to keep the
bird at bay until my governess and I, and eventually she herself, were all safely
out Uf [1'“: ro0Im.

The Cockatoo was then left in sole possession until such time as our former
coachman (who by 1910 had just been transformed into a chauffeur) was sum-
moned from what were still called the stables. Wearin gauntlet gloves, and
additionally protected by his leather leggings, he eventually managed to capture
the brute.  And it was forthwith returned to the shop whence it came, which
had fortunately sent it * on approval "

I feel that in justice to these Cockatoos 1 must emphasise that this bird was
quite empfrinnaf and that more normal specimens often learn to talk and make
long-lived, charming and most intelligent pets.

Like many Cockatoos, l:h;\:}r are wiﬁing to breed in confinement, and anyone
fortunate enough to possess a true pair should house them in an outdoor aviary
and give them a grandfather clock nest box to breed in.  They are extremely
hardy and quite indifferent to cold, but they dislike wind, so that at least one
third of their aviary should provide them with overhead shelter and ample
protection  from  the prnrlg: winds. It should be remembered t
nothing less than heavy gauge chain-link netting, bricks and mortar or wood
sheeted zine will withstand their tremendously powerful beaks.

They should be fed sunflower sced, hemp and mon nuts, with a
little cats and canary seed. They arc fond of apples and other fruits; also
various greenfoods.  If they will take it, sweetened bread and milk should be
given as a supplement when they have young in the nest.
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The Lesser SurtpHuR-cresTED Cockatoo (K. sulphurea) which is much
smaller than galerita is also distinguished from it by having a yellow spot on the
checks and a slightly more yellow and less pure white tinge to the plumage
generally. It is found in Celebes and is one of the commonest Cockatoos in
confinement. It is a less talented talker and less noisy than its relative.

It readily becomes tame and is then very charming and gentle. A female
I have hitherto kept in an aviary is so tame and so loves being handled that I
intend to try her at liberty during the summer, as I feel sure thar—like a male
Alexandrine Parrakeet 1 once had—she would follow one about as faithfully
as any dog. are casy birds to sex as the male’s eyes are black and the
female’s chestnut-brown.,

g”zy p arrol

( Psittacus erithacus)

WITH its body plumage of various shades of ashy-grey, which makes
such a pleasing contrast to its beautiful pinkish-red tail, the African Grey
Parrot is really too well-known to need a detailed description.

They are not at all easy birds to sex, but | should say that the specimens
with the more massive skulls and larger beaks and legs are usually cocks.
These are, for some reason—in confinement at any rate—considerably rarer
than hens. One very noticeable difference in the breeding pair of Greys we
had at Keston was that the cock had large round eyes, whicﬁ gave him a wide-
awake alert look, whereas the hen had the more usual rather sly oriental shi-
eyed appearance of most Greys.

Grey Parrots inhabit Equatorial Africa and should on no account be con-
fused with Australian Roseate Cockatoos, particularly as some dealers seem to
do their best to foster this confusion by advertising the latter as * Australian
Grey Parrots.” It is true the plumage of both birds is grey and pink, but there
the resemblance ends. Whereas the Grey Parrot is not noisy and is the most
brilliantly-gifted of all talking birds, the Roseate Cockatoo, although it ges
very tame and is a charming bard, partinllatl‘," in an aviary, can at times be ver
noisy. Furthermore, the Cockatoo seldom learns to say more than a few words
in a rather squeaky Punch-and-Judy voeice.

Grey Parrots were among the first of all forcign birds to be brought alive
to this country, and there is a well-authenticated record of a pet hirg of this
species which ix]nngcd to King Henry VIIL.  The most l":mmusﬁsmtimi Grey,
however, was the one belonging to the glamorous Frances, Duchess of
Richmond and Lennox, who was known as ** La Belle Stwart.” This bird,
having been the treasured pet of its mistress for many years, died within a few
days of her own death.

In the codicil to her will, dated 1702, she desired " to have my Effigie as
well done in Wax as can bee and set up . . . in a press by iiselfe with cleare
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This young African Grey Parrot was the first of s kind to be reared in
confinement in Eurcpe, When photographed, it was just fledged

crowne glasse before it and dressed in my Coronaton Robes and Coronert.”
She must also, 1 think, have expressed a desire for her beloved pet Parrot
to be -ituih d and mounted when it died, ,md this was duly done, for to this
day the “ Effigie © of the Duchess in her Coronation Rnl‘rﬁ, as well as her
stuffed Grey Parrot, are to be seen in the Norman Undercroft Muscum in
Westminster Abbey.

Incidentally 1 remember my sister and [ being taken by our Governess to
sce the Abbey, when | was about ten years old.  'We also saw the wax figures
which were then, if 1 remember 11;_,]11!1. housed in a small chamber in the
upper part of the building, a"'-lthnuL,h the Parrot was badly stuffed, giving it
the appearance of a slim bird with an enormous head and beak, 1 was very
:|ln}1rcw.'xl to learn that it was believed to be the oldest stuffed bird in England.

The Grey Parrots importe »d into this country are usually young birds that
have been taken from the nest and hand-reared by the natives. {rl.ll.l.]'.!”".' they
are brought over on boiled white maize. At this stage they must be LL]\I
very warm, and untl they are weaned on to a normal diet of seeds, nuts, and
fruit, and thoroughly acclimatised, they are very tricky subjects indeed. Omnce
acclimatised, however, they are among the toughest and hardiest of all foreign
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birds, and can be kept safely all the year round in any aviary (preferably facing
south) which affords reasonable protection from wind and rain.

As it was always something I longed to do, 1 am mtur:ﬂ}r very pruud to
have been the first person to breed Grey Parrots in confinement in this country,
a first breeding for which 1 was awarded the Avicultural Society’s medal
n 1945.

My pair lived summer and winter in an outdoor aviary, and every avicul-
turist will appreciate how thrilling was the day when the single young one—a
very dark-cyed and mnocent-looking edition of its yellow-eyed parens—
first left the nest.

In addition to the Grey Parrot’s normal diet of canary, sunflower seed,
monkey nuts, and a licle hemp, plus seakale beet and sweet ripe apples, |
gave the parents while the young onc was still in the nest addition P
and also such, perhaps r;l_}}:cr unorthodox extras as flakes of boiled ecod,
scrambled egg, sweetened bread and milk, and boiled potato.

This is the same diet I gave the Blue-fronted Amazons who (just before the
war) successfully reared a brood of five, the first pure-bred Blue-fronts ever to
be reared in this country.

I gave them these extras because it has always scemed to me that, con-
sidering what a very long time the young of the larger Parrots spend in the
nest, it 1s too much to expect the parents to occupy aﬁ their time eating small
seeds to feed them on.

Shortly after their first young one was Hedged, its fmn.'nu went to nest
again and once more hatched a single young one too late, however, to be
reared as it was killed by the first autumn frosts, which came just at the stage
when its mother had ceased to brood it at night.  Thereafter the hen laid and
sat each season, but the eggs were always infertile, although both birds appeared
to be in perfect condition.

Grey Parrots, of course, are usually kept singly in cages as pets, and if
properly treated they will thrive under such conditions, often living to a great
age even by human standards. Inadentally, the male of my breeding pair
was, | believe, about 4o years old when he fathered his first child!

If, however, a caged Grey is to flourish and remain in good health and
plumage, it is most important that certain rules should be stricdy observed.
First and foremost the cage should be as large as possible.  If it has one of those
horrible wire grids over the sand tray, the grid should be removed, as Parrots
like to exercise their feet by walking about on a flat surface, so they should
never be expected to spend all their time sitting on a round perch.

There is no objection to a swing—and iuﬁnrd some Parrots seem to enjoy
them—but the cage must be large and high enough to take one. There are
few more depressing Sﬁcmc]r:s than a small Parrot cage with a swing that
almost touches the perch, and hits the wretched Parrot on the head every time
it walks along it

One sees at times some very miserable looking feather-plucking Greys with
hardly a feather on their body, and this vice, in the case of aged Greys, is nearly
always partly caused by boredom. It is, therefore, of the utmost importance
that they should frequently be let out of their cage, to clamber about on it, or
on their owner's chair or shoulder.  They also like walking about on the floor,
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and often enjoy playing with a cotton reel minus, of course, the cotton. In
fact they should regard their cage as their home and not as a prison.

Greys make such clever talkers because they can not only imitate the human
voice, but also r:rr(xlu-::: with incredible fidelity the actual tones and inflexions
of different people, thus they will call dogs by name untl these come running
up thinking it is the voice of their master or mistress. The male of our par
of Greys—a marvellous talker—used to create (and obviously enjoy creating!)
considerable confusion on our bird farm by loudly calling for my partner in
my voice until ac last, in desperation, my partner would shout: " What do

you want? . . . I'm busy!” Which would be followed by derisive laughter
trom the Gnl:%;?
People often ask how far a Parrot knows what it is saying. [ think it is

largely a question of a combined association of sight, sound and time-sense,
so that, for instance, an intelligent bird will soon learn that * Good morming ™
should be said in the morning and * Good-night ” at night. Seldom if ever
will it make a mistake and reverse the process.  They will quickly learn, also,
to call people and pet dogs by their right names, this, of course, being simply
an association of sight and sound.

Some Greys are particularly adept at imitating the popping of corks and the
barking of dogs. Others can imitate the confused impression they get of one
end of a telephone conversation, starting with * Hullo . . . Hullo!" followed
by an indecipherable jumble of conversation, and ending with * All righe . . |
All righe . . . Gooé-b}rc!"

Then again Greys associate certain objects with certain sounds, and a Grey
I knew has only to see you touch your handkerchief—not necessarily take it
out of your et—to reproduce at once with almost unnecessary accuracy
the sound of human nose-blowing !

I think the most intelligent and amusing Grey 1 have known is the male of
a pair we have, as 1 write, at Keston. One day 1 was talking to him at the
front of their Hight while his wife was in the shelter. Soon she flew out and
alighted on the perch beside him. Whereupon he turned to her and said very
politely, * Good moming ! And he quite definitely said it to her, and not
to me!

I have only once had a Grey that took a bath in the same way as Parrakeets
do, the others depending on a shower of rain to wet their plumage and help
keep it in perfect condition. This, of course, is all very well in an aviary, but
as moisture is so essential o the well-being of their plumage, caged Greys
should be sprayed once or twice a week witEh a fine misty spray ﬂfgtt?id rain
water. Ths is the main secret of keeping the plunmﬁuf any caged Parrot
in perfect condition, instead of the depressingly dry, lack-lustre, brittle state
too often seen,

At first Greys may show alarm at being sprayed, but they quickly come to
look forward to it and fluff out their feathers delightedly, not only while
it is being done, but v often before the sPr-aying has even ! One
Grey I used to have would say “ Spray Polly! ™ the moment it saw the syringe.

All these things—spraying one's Parrot, talking to it often and taking aﬁt
of notice of it, frequently letting it out of its cage, and generally making it feel
that you return the affection it gives to yon—are essential to the happiness and
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well-being of such intelligent creatures as Grey Parrots, and anyone who 1s not
prepared to devote the necessary time and trouble to a caged Parrot, should
not keep one at all.

A pet Grey in a cage should be fed on a seed mixture of about one-third
canary and two-thirds sunflower, with a very small sprinkling of hemp, and
about five munkc}r nuts a d.;]}'. As to greenfood and fruir, I.i'll:]r are fond of the
midribs of seakale beet and very fung of apple. These should be given at
least twice a week.

./Jmm’ed( P arriikaal

( Psephotus chrysopterygius dissimilis)

HE Genus Psephotus is a comparatively small one containing only five

species, namely, the Redrump, the Many-colour, the Hooded, the Golden-
shouldered, and the Paradise. Of these I have kept and bred the first three,
but have never scen hiving specimens of the last two.

The one that has always been reputed to be the most beautiful of them
all is the Paradise which, rrnugh it was bred in this country many years ago
by Mr. Gedney, is nowadays quite unknown in European aviaries. It is not,
however, as was at one time feared, extinct in a wild state, and N. W. Cayley's
book * Australian Parrots ” contains an excellent photograph of a pair at the
entrance to their nest.  Lovely as Paradise doubtless are, [ should think Hooded
must run them pretty close for beauty.

Of the five Psephoti only the Redrump and the Many-colour nest in the
normal Parrakeet manner in the hollow, decayed limbs of trees, the other
three all having the curious habit of using the %’argc termite ant heaps which
abound in parts of tropical Northern Australia. Into these heaps, or spires
as they are sometimes called, the birds tunnel a horizontal passage at the end of
which they burrow out the nesting chamber.

The male Hooded has a black cap with a tinge of nigger-brown. The
mantle and upper part of the wings are very dark grey, the remainder of the
wing feathers being dark greyish-brown faintly bordered with dull green, and
these sombre colours make a perfect background to throw into prominence the
large elliptical patches of bright daffodil yellow which adorn the wings, and
which are one of the bird’s most striking features. The central tail feathers
are bronze green shading almost to black at the tips, the others being blue-green,
with a black band near the base. The under tail-coverts are of an orangy
salmon-pink, and the whole of the throat, cheeks, and breast, are a very lovely
and unusual shade of turquoise blue, with a faint unge of sea green in it.

The female has the central tail feathers bronze-green and the others pale
greenish-blue shading almost to white at the tips. The under uil-coverts
are pale orangy-salmon-pink. For the rest, she is olive-green with a faint
yellowish tinge, and with a distinct bluish flush on the cheeks, lower breast,
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rump and abdomen. Length is rather over 11 inches, about the same size as a
Redrump, but with a far shmmer and more streamlined figure.

Hno:id Parrakeets seem quite aware of their beauty. The cock carries
himself superbly, and when excited or courting, is the picture of elegance
as, with the head feathers and those of the lower breast puffed out, and the
wings slightly depressed to display the yellow patches, he utters his staccato
and very distinctive call of Crissik . . . Crillik!

Like Brown's Parrakeet they come from tropical Northern Australia, and
also like them they are very unwilling to adapt themselves to our seasons,
usually moulting all the summer and coming into breeding condition as soon
as there is the first autumnal nip in the air. To allow them to breed at such
a time, however, is quite useless, because if the nest is in the flight the young
will inevitably die of cold as soon as their mother sto brooding them at
night, and if it is in a heated shelter, the youngsters—i any are reared—are
practically certain to be useless, rickety specimens.

I puzzled for some time as to how &c:] difficulty might be overcome, and
eventually hit upon a ruse to make the hen go to nest at the proper time of year,
which proved unexpectedly successful.

It was rather a long process entailing, incidentally, the breeding of hybrids.
First of all 1 picked out a particularly fine cock Redrump whose desire to raise
a family as soon as he felt spring in the air was so urgent that he was even
inrlinc::r to chivvy his Redrump wife if she seemed at all dilatory in going to
nest. ‘The pair of Hooded were scparated about February, the cock Redrump
taking the place of the cock Hooded.

When, about the beginning of April (or perhaps it was rather earlicr, as 1
remember I was afraid the hen would start moulting), the nesting log was hung
in the aviary, the cock Redrump was obviously delighted but the Hooded
was clearly dismayed, as she was just thinking of starting to moult. The
Redrump, however, was determined to banish all such foolish notions {who
ever heard of moulting in the spring ) and he peered excitedly into the log
and did his utmost to arouse the hen's interest in it.  But she would have none
of it, and, obviously thinking the cock a bit mental to want to make her g0 to
nest in the spring, continued to wear a bored and woebegone expression,
which, as 1 had hoped, aroused the worst passions in the cock Redrump, who,
as [ knew, was not a gentleman to be uiﬂcg with.

If suggestion failed he decided to try coercion, and from then on he chased
the hen Hooded about the aviary unmercifully until finally, in sheer despera-
tion, she took refuge in the nesting lcr»f. However, if she imagined she was
going to be permitted to moult quietly in the log she was vastly mistaken.

If the Redrump suspected her of malingering, he would hurry into the log
and rout her out for another chase rnunﬁcthu aviary.,

I fele a bit sorry for the hen, who obviously did so want to moult, but, at
the same time I felt that if even one Hooded hen could be induced to BO 1O nest
at the proper season in this country, her ordeal would not have been in vain.

Finally the cock Redrump triumphed and the hen Hooded laid four
from which three hybrids were successfully reared. They were, as is u.-.:aﬁ%;
the case with hybrids, very intelligent and particularly fine specimens, just
about intermediate in appearance between their two parents.



Two young Hooded Parrakeets bred at Keston before the war: this
beautiful species had hardly ever been bred before in this country
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It 1s many years since [ bred these hybrids so it is rather difficult to remember
exactly what they looked like, but they were mainly green, with the black
areas of a Hooded's plumage grey, and rather indistinet buffish wing patches.
As 1 believe they were cxh:goit:d many times on the show bench after we sold
them, some of my readers may remember secing them.

The following spring I left the hen Ho with the Redrump until he
had driven her into the nesting log, and then by a stroke of luck I managed to
choose just the right moment to remove the Redrump from the aviary, before
he had fertilised the Hooded, and re-introduce her original Hooded husband.

The Hooded must have been surprised to see a hen of his kind going to nest
in the spring, but as she seemed bent upon such folly he decided o §lu|11our
her, and the result was three very nice young Hooded, which were among
the very few good specimens of this Parrakeet ever reared in this country.

The few aviculturists in Britain who have been fortunate cnoﬁh 1o possess
Hooded, tried in some cases to give them mounds of turf to simulate a termite
ant heap, but I confess the prospect daunted me, and even had the birds hollowed
out a nesting chamber in such a mound, I should always have been wondering
when the turf roof was going to cave in and bury the sitting hen!

Although I knew from experience that they took no interest whatever in an
ordinary wooden nest box, | couldn't help thinking that a really seductive
nar,ur;ﬁolluw log might tempt them, and so it proved, for my young Hooded
were reared in a section about 2 feet long of a hollow, decayed limb of a tree
boarded up at both ends, the one furthest from the entrance hole containing the
mspection door. The log was hung up horizontally with a slight downward
slope from the entrance hole, and was placed in the open under overhead cover.

Incidentally, 1 would strongly advise any of my readers who have a pair
of Parrakects which refuse to go to nest in an ordinary nest box, to try them
with a natural log. I have known it to work like a charm with even the most
difficule and fastidious of hens,

The young Hooded were reared on canary and millet, with some oats,
sunflower, and hemp. The parents were particularly fond of the last, of
which they were given an increased allowance while they had young in the
nest, and 1 also threw a small handful of their seed mixture on to a Hat-topped
mound of peatmoss in the open run, where it would sprout.  They were very
fond of spinach beet, sweet apple and flowering grasses, and were given a
millet spray every day.

Hooded, despite the fact that they come from a tropical part of Australia,
are perfectly hardy in this country, provided their aviary has a dry, draught-
proof shelter into which they can be shut at night during the winter.

I once saw a pair at liberty, and a most lovely sight they were, as the bright
yellow wing-patches against their dark background made the male, when in
flight, resemble some enormous tropical butterfly.

Hooded make excellent aviary birds, but they are not to be recommended
for cages. Few birds go to pieces so quickly in an ordinary cage on hard

rches. They might do better in a really large flight cage furnished with
If::: uently-renewed twiggy branches, and with plenty of opportunities for
bathing, so as to keep their plumage in order.



Layard's Parrakeet is seldom imported, being found only in
Ceylon It is almost the smallest of the Ringneck family

The Double-eyed Dwarf Parrot is a great rarity. This is the
only colour photagraph ever taken in Europe of this species
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(Poicephalus gulielmi gulielmi)

LARGE and very attractive relative of the well-known Senegal, this

parrot has rarely been imported.  The male is a rich rather l.l;u't green,

the feathers being bordered with black. The front half of the top of the head

and also a large patch at the bend of the wing are bright orange, and the bill is

hom-colour.  The female is perhaps a trifle smaller and lacks the orange patch
on the shoulder.

Distribudion: West Africa from Ghana to the Congo,

Three pairs of these birds were very kindly presented to me by a gentleman
who had read my book on Parrots, and although a cock and hen eventually
died, the remaining two pairs did very well and prnn‘d to be very quiet and
.\ll:.'.'ll'.E].-' '.l'."i..!r‘: h]rd_lh m 5|:'||]r]_1 COntrast o thL‘ .l';L"I:IL‘LL{.-'Il i".‘l!’TH[ 'L'A.']"Iil'h iﬁ “'j.]li i.“ an
aviary and has a voice that 1s :ll1}t|11'|:11_{ but pleasing,

The two pairs were 1".'4.'|Jln.1“}' given aviaries to themselves and there
scemed every chance of breeding them until, as sometimes happens with a
}".I.Tti{'ul.g' spec 1es, L"'p'LT‘_q.'[I'I-iI'I!_’, seemed to £0 WIong at once.

The first thing to happen was that somebody—probably some boy—
'|1'|.:|r1;|.é_r|.;'r_| One 1li_l.£hT o gain access to our terrace aviaries, .I.IH.] ﬁ”k{jn!{ 'I]I t]li.'
Hights padlocked, contented himself with opening many of the shelter feeding

Jardine's Parrot, a large and attractive bird which is rarely imported

12 170
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doors.  Although few birds got loose, it is hardly necessary to say that among
these was the best pair uf'jarsfinu': Parrots. Then, as the hen of the remaining
pair died very unexpectedly not long afterwards, we parted with the cock as
there seemed little chance of ever getting another mate for him. Thus our

hopes of breeding these rarely imported parrots were shattered and | certainly
don’t expect ever to have them again.

_}(Eng p arrakeet

(Alisterus scapularis)

THE King, one of the largest and most magnificent of Parrakeets, is some-
times subjected to cage %iﬁ:, but fully to appreciate the beauty of the bird
it should be housed in an aviary with as l);rgc a gight as possible.

The male has the upper surtace rich dark green, with a paler, more golden-
green wing-patch, the head and the whole of the underparts being bright
vermilion m:IIJ The rump is dark blue and the upper surface of the tail dark
stecly blue-black. The upper mandible is red, tipped with black, and the lower
one 15 blackish. Total length is about 16 inches.

In the female the head and the whole of the upper surface including that of
the tail is dark green.  The rump feathers are green tipped with dark blue, and
the throar, nccf and upper part of the breast arc of a duller, paler green with a
reddish tinge. The abdomen is red, and the bill gunmetal colour with a tinge
of buff at the base of the lower mandible. Young Kings achieve full adule
plumage in their third vear.

King Parrakeets inhabit Eastern Australia and were first discovered towards
the end of the cighteenth century.  They appear to be still quite plentiful in a
wild state, and it is easy to imagine what appalling damage a flock of these
?rg: birds must do to the maize crops, which seems to be one of their favourite
ocods,

They are said to assemble in flocks out of the breeding season but to separate
into pairs to breed. Cayley in his book * Australian Parrots ™ records the
mteresting fact that this species occasionally mates with the Crimson-winged
Parrakeet, and that hyhricﬁang x Crimson-wings have been known to occur
in a wild state.

Many years ago | had a pair of these fine Parrakeets which, if I remember
rightly, eventually reared young on at least one occasion in a nest box of the
grandfather clock type, the hen having at first insisted on laying her eggs in a
comer on the Hoor of the shelter,

Accommaodated in an aviary with a flight about 20 feet long by 7 feet high
by 5 feer wide, they always called forth gasps of admiration from visitors, and
Iinow of few more strikingly handsome Parrakeets than a pair of these birds
in the perfect condition they attain in an outdoor aviary, the two birds being a
perfect foil for each other, since the dusky hen with her crimson lower breast
and abdomen is, in her way, quite as beautiful as her more gorgeous mate.
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Kings are very vocal and utter a scries of loud whistling cries interspersed
with a rather harsh * Crallack . . . crallack.” While males are not the fearful
bullies and wife-murderers that Crimson-wings often are, they nevertheless
like to be very much master in their own house, and out of the breeding season
expect their wives to make way for them. If the latter show signs of forgetting
this, they are apt to receive a sharp reminder.

1 do not, however, know of a case where it was neces to clip the wing
of a male King to prevent his persecuting and even murdering his wife—a
precaution that not infrequently has to be taken in the case of particularly
aggressive male Crimson-wings.

Kings are among the hardiest of all Parrakeets, and though I have never
tricd the experiment, | have little doubt that they would do Ftrfmij-' well
in an aviary without a completely enclosed shelter. They should be fed on a
mixture of canary seed, sunflower seed, monkey nuts, and a little hemp, the
daily amount of the last being increased during the breeding season. They
like the fleshy stalks of seakale beet, arc very fond of apple, and can be
offered any of the ordinary wild greenfoods, as well as wild fruits such as
elderberries and blackberries.

Seeing what a passion they have in a wild state for maize, you could probably
not do better—if you wanted to give them a real treat—than to offer them a
head of ** sweet corn ™ which is considered such a delicacy in America, but
which for some reason has never really caught on in this country.

Their nest box, which is best hung up in the flight under overhead cover,
should be about 13 inches square by 4 feet deep, with about 6 inches of decayed
wood in the bottom, or they can be given one of the grandfather clock type.

c:['ﬂ. yamf s p arrakeet

(Psittacula calthorpae)

NE of the smallest members of its genus, Layard's Parrakeet is rather

larger than a Plumhead but with a much shorter tail. Although it has no
{I:_rrilli?nr. colours, it is, to my mind, one of the most attractive members of its
amily.

The male is green, darkest on the wings, with the head and mantle lavender-
grey while the rump 1s mauve.  The nuchal collar is almost black, and the
area between the grey of the head and that of the mantle is emerald green.
The tail is very beaunful; dark blue tpped with a yellow that has a tunge of
green. The upper mandible of the beak is red, the lower one ﬁ-iug
dark horn colour. The female somewhat resembles the male, but her beak is
black.

Probably the main reason why these charming little Parrakeets have always
been so seldom imported is because of their restnicted range.  They are found
only in Ceylon and do not extend to any part of the Indian mainland.  They
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are said to be very delicate when first imported, but 1 would not call them
unduly so.

I have two pairs very kindly given by Major Weinman of the Colombo
Zoo. As they arrived late in the year, they had heat in their aviary shelter
for the first winter, but this was subsequently discontinued. There is one snag,
however, namely their proneness to frost-bitten feet. In order to prevent
this, T have fmmd)it necessary to give them a lamp in their shelter during periods
of extreme cold, but not otherwise.

As 1 write, both hens are sitting, and as far as I am aware the species has only
once been bred in this country. Cocks fight badly when they come into
breeding condition, so, as in the case of most Parrakeets, it is necessary to give a
pair an aviary to themselves,

Layards are full of character, and once they get to know their owner show
a tendency to become tame.  As you approach their aviary a cock will often
draw his plumage very tight and sleck while slightly leaning forward—this
being part of the display. Both sexes are what | :.uﬁ;m: would be called noisy,
maugll': personally I find their weird and very varied repertoire of strange cries
attractive, save for the more raucous ones,

They should be fed on canary, monkey nuts, sunflower, and a little hemp,
the quantity of the last being increased when they are rearing young. At
this tme it would also be advisable to give each day a cube of bread, pre-
viously soaked in sweetened watered nulk. Incidentally, 1 always give this
to them, twice a week, lhr{'.lughuut the year. They are very fond o spinach
beet as well as apples, and these can be given on alternate days.

Loaallaatsit Codkatis

(Kakatoe leadbeateri)

THINK it is generally agreed that this lovely bird is the most beautiful of

all the Cockatoo famuly, although it is not, perhaps, the most intelligent.

The male has the back, wings and tail pure white, the inner webs of some
of the wing and tail feathers being red. The back of the neck, cheeks, throat,
breast, and sides of the body are a delicate powder pink, and the large, hand-
some white crest is adorned upon its lower with three bands of colour, the
two outer ones being scarlet and the middle one yellow. The crest is not only
exceptionally larg:.%:mt the bird can spread it so far forward that it forms an
almost perfect semi-circle.  The forchead just above the beak is dusky rose-red,
and the ins of the eyes almost black. Length is just over 14 inches.

The female is like the male, but the iris 1s pale reddish-brown. Young birds
are like their parents, though the pink and red arcas are slightly paler. But
the crest is large and very well developed even when they are first fledged.

The Leadbeater is known in its native Australia as Major Mitchell's, or the
Pink Cockatoo. It inhabits most of the inland parts of the Continent but is
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not found in the coastal areas, It was not discovered until a comparatively
late date, being first recorded and deseribed about 1830.

Once an abundant species, its numbers—like those of so many Australian
birds—are said to be, for one reason and another, rapidly dwindling, and sad
and regrettable as this is, it should prove an added incentive to aviculturists who
have suitable accommodation, to propagate these very lovely and compara-
tively easily-bred Cockatoos in confinement.

Leadbeaters make excellent aviary birds, being long-lived, extremely
hardy, and, with Roseates, the best breeders of all the Cockatoo family. Bein
every bit as destructive as others of their tribe, they need a really strongly-built
aviary such as I have recommended for Roscates.  They are the only Cockatoos
at all frequently bred in confinement—even more than Roseates,

While Leadbeaters will live quite well in cages, they are not particularly
to be recommended as pet birds since they are temperamental, less docile
and casy to tame than the other white Cockatoos, can be terribly noisy, and
seldom make good talkers, usually only learning to say a few words in a rather
squeaky voice. In fairness, however, I must add that the only caged Lead-
beaters [ have seen were probably wild-canght in Australia, and an aviary-bred
male youngster, taken and tamed shortly after it left the nest, might prove a
much better proposition, as it would never have known anything but kindness
from human beings, and would therefore regard them as its friends.

We had a pair in an aviary at Keston betore the war, and as the first cock,
although a finc-looking bird, was apparently sterile, another was obtained in
his place, but this bird proved even more futle. He talked a lictle and at some
time had obviously been the property of tea-addicts, for when the hen, poor
bird, crouched on the perch obviously inviting the cock to pair with her, the
stupid creature merely regarded her with a puzzled expression, and then—as
if he had suddenly realised what she was after—said, in his squeakiest Punch
and Judy voice: “* Cocky want a cup of tea:” As a result, of course, the
marriage was never consummated, and as war broke out not long afterwards
we parted with both birds. It was a pity the cock was such an idiot as the hen
used to lay and sit assiduously and would have made an excellent breeder.

The top of their aviary should never be entirely boarded over (and this
really applies to all aviaries) as Leadbeaters revel in a shower of summer rain
and are then seen at their best, making a truly magnificent spectacle as they
cling to the wire netung with their brilliant crests fuﬁ;’ erect and wings and tail
spread wide, thus revealing the pink beneath the wings.

On one occasion the first of our male Leadbeaters—not the tea drnker!—
got loose, and my feelings were torn between the joy of watching him fly
majestically overhead, exlibiting the lovely rosy underflush of his wings, and
anxiety for the safety of the aviary population of Parrakeets (incidentally almost
all Australian), who dashed wir y about, seeming to regard him with the
utmost terror as if he were an Eagle!

It has always seemed to me extraordinary that Australian Parrakeets, which
must be perfectly familiar with the spectacle of Cockatoos in flight, should
be thrown into such a state of chaotic confusion if they themselves are in
aviaries and a Cockatoo flies overhead. It appears, however, that Parrakeets
rather lack intelligence in this respect, as a harmless stray Homing Pigeon
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Leadbeater's Cockatoo is the most beautiful of this group and one of the
best breeders but it is rather difficult to tame and seldom makes a satisfactory pet

perching on one of their aviaries creates quite as much panic as if it were a
Jullgrrmn Sparrowhawk or a Brown Owl!

Apropos of what does and does not frighl:un aviary bards, it has .||“'.U:.5
scemed to me curious how completely most of them will ignore aeroplanes,
even the most deafening of jet planes apparently leaving them quite unmoved.

Leadbeaters were first bred in this country b‘:.’ Mirs. Iluhluurn:' in 1go1, and
have been I‘.ilT1‘__.' frequently bred in British aviaries ever since. Their food,
housing, general management and nesting arrangements should be p.._-u_'i“_-lw.-
the same as 1 have recommended for Roseate Cockatoos, s

Although they are inclined to be spiteful in mixed company, 1 should
imagine an unmated male 11J|1_:i1l possibly be allowed to share a large aviary
with other bachelor Cockatoos—I have never tried the experiment—but a
pair must have an aviary to themsclves



maJagmrur o[‘m;eéinr{

{ Agapornis cana)

ORMERLY well-known as a cage and aviary bird, this Lovebird has

been allowed to die out almost completely in favour of its more brightly-
coloured relatives. The male is mainly green, palest on the breast, darkest on
the wings, and brightest on the rump.  The head, neck and upper breast are
grey, and the tail feathers green with black markings. The beak is grey.
They are very easy birds to sex as the female entirely lacks the grey areas of
the male’s plumage.

Total length cf the bird is a lictle over 5 inches,

Distribution: Madagascar, Rodriques, Mauritius and Anjua.

Just befare the 19141918 war, only three species of Lovebird were | think
offered for sale in the dealers’ shops, namely, the two that 1 sull consider the
most beautiful—the Peach-faced and the Red-faced—and the Madagascar.
I rather fancy one occasionally saw Black—cheeked and Abyssinian as well,
but my recollection is that the three first mentioned were by far the commonest.

Between the wars, however, various other attractive and brightly-coloured
species such as the Nyasa, the Masked and Fischers loomed on the avicultural
horizon, and when e b pairs came over they were eagerly snapped “lp'
being regarded as highly desirable and something entirely new. As a result,
although the popularity of the two old favourites, the Red-faced and Peach-
faced, suﬂi‘rcg no eclipse, people no longer bothered to keep Madagascars
and I doubr if nowadays there is a single pair left in this country.

This has always seemed to me a pity, because although they have no bright
colours, they are, nevertheless, attracuve in their quiet way and possess the
great advantage, which most of the other Lovebirds lack, of being perfectly
easy to sex at a glance.

Male and female Madagascar Lovebirds differ widely in temperament, for
whereas unmated males are fairly amiable in mixed company, females are quite
the reverse and need very careful watching, as they will not hesitate to murder
any other members of the Parrot family of about their own size which happen
to be in possession of a nest box they cover,

While breeding pairs of Madagascar and Peach-faced Lovebirds can be
regarded as the most savage and spiteful of all their kind in mixed company,
I have not found the community i,rccding of the more pacific species such as
Myasas, Black-checked, etc., entirely successful. Ewven if sufficient nest boxes
are provided to prevent undue bickering, there remains the problem of newly-
fledged youngsters, which are none wo kindly treated if they make a mistake
and expect to be fed by parents other than their own. Personally, 1 think
individual pairs of Lovebirds, no matter what the species, are best housed in
separate aviaries,

Like most Lovebirds, Madagascars should be given a rather large nest-box
as, unlike Parrakeets, they really do make a nest.  Their building materials
consist of anything from scraps of old millet sprays to strips of sappy bark

185
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peeled from lime or willow branches. Peach-faced and Madagascars, par-
ticularly, must be kept well supplied with the latter.

The hens of both species carry their nesting material tucked between their
rump feathers, and though much is dropped as they go in through the entrance
hole, the nest itself is, nevertheless, of quite hull}r proportions and is con-
tinually added to during the incubation period.

Madagascar Lovebirds should be fed on canary and millet with the addition
of a sma.ﬁ daily allowance of hemp and sunflower, both of which seeds may
advantageously be increased when they have a brood to feed. They should
be given the usual greenfoods, and some appreciate apple, particularly if it is
broken up by being pushed through the flight wire netting close to a perch,
where they can nibble it easily.

mafagar p arrakeet

(Psittacula columboides)

HE Malabar is a member of the Ringneck family which has never been at

all freely imported, but is a highly desirable aviary bird of considerable

beauty and eclegance, and its total length of just over 15 inches is largely
accounted for by its very long tail.

The head, neck, and mantle are grey, as is the upper part of the breast
shading into pale green on the abdomen.  There is some green round the eye,
and the rump is green.  The wings are dark green with paler borders to the
feathers, and the Hights are blue-green.  There is a black neck ring and another
one behind it of hr‘iﬁht bluish emerald green, and the long central tail feathers
are blue tpped with yellow. The upper mandible is rcs and the lower one
blackish. Thesc birds are easy to scx as the female has a black upper mandible,
a shorter tail, lictle green round the eye, and no blue-green neck ring.

Distribution: Southern India.

The Malabar has no brilliant colours, but its colour scheme is extremely
harmonious and it is one of those birds which is far more beautiful than can be
conveyed by any mere description.

I had a pair of these parrakeets many years ago, and if my memory is not at
fault they bred successfully on at least one occasion.

They are quite unsuited to cage life and in any case their harsh screeching
cries would be intolerable in a living room, but they make delightful aviary
birds and are quite willing to go to nest under such conditions, provided they
have an aviary to themselves.

Onge they are acclimatized they are no less hardy than the well-known
Ringneck Parrakeer, and they require exactly the same feeding, housing and
general management as the Ringneck.  As 15 the case with aﬁ the members
of the Ringneck family, they come into breeding condition very early in the
year and the cocks are better tempered than the hens. Consequently it is
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seldom possible to delay giving them a nest box unul about the middle of
March at the latest, because if this is not done the hen may turn on the cock, or
alternatively both may drop into a moult, and thus a whole breeding season
will be lost.

muny-cafour parmémf

{ Psephotus varius)

T has always been rather a puzzle to me why this Parrakeet—known in its

native land by the unattracave name of Mulga Parrakeet—should have been
called the Many-colour, for beautiful as it undoubtedly 1s, it has never struck
me as being more many-coloured than a number of other Parrakeess. 1
mention this in case anyone should imagine from its name that it is a gaudy
bird like a Rosella.

With vivid grass green head, throat, cheeks and breast, the male Many-
colour has a buffish-yellow frontal band and a maroon patch at the back of
the head. The mantle and back of the neck are darker green, with an elliptical
vellow patch near the bend of the wing, and there is some rich darkish blue at
the lower edge of the wings. The base of the tail is green shading mto blue
on the two central feathers, the outer ones being banded with black and
shading into bluish-white at the tips. The lower belly and under tail-coverts
are iigflt yellow and the area round the thighs vermilion. Length is slightly
over 11 inches.

The female is mostly medium brown shading into pale green on the
breast and abdomen. She has the cock’s maroon patch on the back of the
head, only duller, and the wing-patches are brick red instead of yellow. She
entirely lacks the cock’s yellow on the breast and red on the thighs. The rump
is rather curiously marked with shadowy bands of several shades of green and
one of dull pink. The outer tail feathers are blue shading into white, and the
two central ones dark green shading into blue.

When first fl , young Many-colours of both sexes are superficially
alike, but if looked at closely it will be seen that the young cocks have a brighter
green tinge to their plumage,

These birds inhabit southern, eastern and south-western Australia, usuall
in the vicinity of streams, and are apparently often found in company wit
Redrumps. They appear to be a plentiful species. Before the war the price
asked for them at Adelaide was, we are told, seldom more than five shillings
a pair, so if you multiply that by four, and turn the shillings into pounds, you
get roughly their value in this country,

Many Australian aviculturists who bought a pair of Many-colours for five
shillings must have regretted their purchase a.mi’ consider them expensive at
the price, as they have a terrible reputation for delicacy during their first few
weeks in confinement; vet those that survive are remarkably hardy and
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long-lived even in this country, provided the district suits them and they are
properly housed and fed. Sometimes they prove quite prolific.

In d)i;uicr.s that do not suit them, however, they are prone to sepricemia,
and even when apparently in perfect health, are liable to die suddenly from fits,

There are, I should say, two distinct races of the Many-colour, both of which
1 have kept and bred. One of them is much more beautiful than the other,
but, unfortunately, it scems to be rarer, too.  The male of the lovelier race has
the head and underparts the brilliant green of young spring leaves, with the
red round the thighs bright vermilion and very extensive. In the other race
the green is duller, darker, and bluer, and the red thigh patches are much
smaller, sometimes with an admixture of dull orange rs. The female
of the more vividly coloured race is also correspondingly brighter, and 1
have found that if one of these is mated to a dull cock, their sons are usually
of the bright race, while the daughters take after their father.

Many-colours are among the most attractive of all the smaller Parrakeets,
and 1 shall never forget how thrilled 1 was when 1 first saw a pair. They were
far lovelier than old coloured plates led one to expect.

Provided their aviary has a good shelter into which they can be shut at
night during the winter, Many-colours are perfectly hardy in so far as they are
quite indifferent to cold; in fact, | have sometimes wondered if they wouldn't
enjn);lm ice cream on hot summer days, as even during the bitterest winter
weather they will, when let out into the flight in the morning, rush delightedly
down and eat mouthfuls of snow, even when there is plenty of water available.

I have often thought it curious that quite a number of Parrakeets should
evince such a fondness for something they would never normally encounter
in a wild state—and something, incidentally, which has no taste.” The Aus-
tralian Pileated, for example, is passionately fond of ice. If the water pot is
thinly frozen over, the male will hurry down to it, secure a thin wafer of ice,
and then go and sit next to his wife, holding it up with one foot and nibbling it
with obvious relish—and occasionally offering his wife a bite !

Many-colours were given a bad reputation for delicacy by most old writers
on aviculture, the cause of death being thought in the old days to be * cerebral
haemorrhage ™ latterly more accurately diagnosed as septicemia. This is a
rather mysterious disease which I don’t think anyone knows very much abour,
though one thing does seem apparent, namely that it is more prevalent in some
districts and in some seasons tﬁ:m in others. Fortunately Keston seems to be a
healthy district for Many-colours. We have never been without them since
we started the farm, am:r they have been little more trouble than Redrumps.

Before the war we had, among others, a wonderful old pair which had
kindly been given to me by the late Duke of Bedford as foundation stock.
They lived and bred prolifically for many years, their aviary—as were all our
aviaries in those days—being annually moved to and fro on alternate sites.
When they finally died, being by then very old and past breeding, they had
both children and gr:mdchiﬁn:n breeding in our aviaries. Their largest
brood was six young ones, all successfully reared.  One year they were double-
brooded, whicﬁuis rather unusual in this species.

In those days I always used to give the parents soaked and sprouted hemp
when they l'mu]hs young in the nest, but 1 have since had pairs which, just as
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Redrumps will, reared perfectly good broods on nothing but ordinary un-
sprouted canary and millet with the daily addition of a small amount of hemp
and sunflower, gradually increased as the young ones grew; also a plentiful
supply of spinach beet and flowering ryegrass. One of the greatest delicacies
you can give them is oats in the ear—which most Parrakeets adore. Thn:‘}:I are,
in fact, great greenfood eaters and they are also very fond of apple.

Once—but only once—1 achieved the rather remarkable feat of breeding
no fewer than 14 young ones from one pair of Many-colours in a single season.
I took away the hen's first aud second clutches of eggs, and, as luck would have
it, | was in both cases able to foster them under Rﬁrumps which ha to
be'iust in the right stage to take them. Both clutches were successfully hatched
and reared.

Then, much to my surprise, the hen Many-colour laid yet a third clutch
which she successfully hatched and reared herself. By this nme, of course,
I had rosy visions of rearing vast numbers of Many-colours under Redrump
foster-parents, but they did not materialise as the next season I took away the
hen's tirst clutch, and she refused to lay again. Unfortunately the pair of
Redrumps to which | had given them suddenly had a violent row in the nest,
and the hen deserted.

A suitable breeding aviary for Many-colours is one the overall length
of which is about 15 E‘ct, Their nest box, which should be hung up in the
flight under overhead cover, can either have a half coconut husk fixed in the
bottom or a filling of'd{.'c.ikfcd wood.

The male Many-colour’s cry is a quickly-repeated, cheerful ringing whistle
very like that of a Nuthatch. 1 was much struck by the similarity before the
war, when 1 used to hear the two simultancously, as a pair of Nuthatches
frequented the belt of trees behind the Many-colours’ avianes.

Weashed oLovebird

{ Agapornis personata)
F all the Agapornis this is, in my opinion, one of the most striking in
appearance, and, like the Nyasa and Fischer's, was only comparatively
recently first imported, being quite unknown to aviculture in Europe before
the first World War.

Male and female are alike, except for the male’s rather bolder, Hatter skull,
and the fact that the hen is sometimes slightly the larger of the two,  The head
is sooty=black faintly tinged with brown, merging into the yellow of the
neck and upper half of the breast, the latter having a tinge of orange. The
rest of the plumage is green, darkest on the wings and upper surface of the
tail and palest on the lower breast and abdomen.  The bill is red, and the white
circles round the eyes appear particularly large and striking against the black
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First imported between the wars, the Masked Lovebird quickly gained favour
and there is a well established Blue variety bred in aviaries in this country

background of the head. They inhabit langanyika and Nyasaland. Total
length is abour 57 inches.

There is a blue varicty of the Masked which I have kept and bred. It is
quite pretty, with the normal yvellow areas whitish. the bill pink instead of red,
and the green replaced by a rather ‘:l""L'.' blue

Masked Lovebirds differ liede in temperament from the other spectacled
species, and their feeding and general management should be exactly the
same as that | have recommended for the Nvasa. 1 once tried breeding them
on th‘ l.'l‘-]l.!:lt'\_l.' system, E‘H.T It was not |_-r1:'|||_i'!,- \||“|;~l.','t|.:|_ 1'1.-:_ _l|q|1|r||_;,_:|'| '[|||_-:.-
bred well, they were inclined to bully each other's u;-u|k‘—1]<‘-.1gu'd YOUNE ONes

?! ./F“ /tjp K)n.i ¢ { { a /; )a rra ){*c'r*f

(Platycercus adscitus palliceps)

N size the Mealy is rather larger than Red Rosclla. Itis a very handsome
Broadeail indeed—ar least so [ think— though I always remember the remark
of a very young 1::-|1h|'u of mine when first shown a Mealv: “ It looks like a
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host,” he said, ** with its white face and black eyes!” Actually this particular
gjrd belonged to the unattractive white-headed race of Mealy, and though 1
had never Slnught of such a resemblance, | could see what he meant.,

The male has the head very pale yellow, merging at the nape into a rich
chrome vellow; throat and chccfﬂ creamy-white; the mantle and upper back
are black, each feather having a wide border of rich chrome yellow. The wings
are predominantly violet with some pale blue and bluish-green. The central
tail feathers arc dark green at the base, shading into dnrk-%:r!nc. and the ourer
ones pale blue tipped with white. The breast, underparts and under-surface
of the wil are pale blue; under tail-coverss vermilion; bill whitish. The
female resembles the male, but is usually a tifle smaller and has a smaller,
rounder head.

Young ones leave the nest with all their colours rather duller and less
distinct, and, curiously enough, they very Dccnsinrm]f}' have a few scattered
red feathers on the head which are replaced by the normal pale yellow ones
after the first cump]cn: moult. Incidentally the same t|1.iT:|!,; also occurs—but
much more frequently—with Brown's Parrakect, and I have had several voung
ones leave the nest with quite a sprinkling of red feathers among the black—
usually young cocks.

The Mealy is a species of very variable colour, and 1 think there can be
said to be at least two more or less distinet races, one of which is much more
beautiful than the other.  In one the head, cheeks and throat are almost white,
the breast and underparts being pale ashy grey with just the faintest tinge of
blue. In the other race the hi::l.cr is pale yellow, becoming richer and darker
on the nape, and the whole of the breast is a beautiful darkish blue; indeed,
all the bird's colours arc currcspmldin ly decper and richer than those of the
white-headed race. Then mn the cfrpth and richness of the colour of the
breast of the latter race canaﬁf m}rthi.ng from pale blue to almost violet, and
I think the bird with the darkest blue breast is the ideal to aim at, being much the
maost beautiful type 1 know.,

Mealy Roscllas come from Queensland and New South Wales, where they
are known as the Pale-headed or Moreton Bay Rosclla.  They are said to be
fairly common in the Northern part of New South Wales where they associate
with the Common or Red Rosella. They were first descibed towards the
end of the cighteenth century under the name of the ** Blue—cheeked Parrot.”

Mealies have frequently been crossed—usually with other Broadtails—and
I myself have bred Nical}' x Red Rosella and Mealy x Redrump h}'bridS. |
cannot recall the exact appearance of the latter, but I remember thinking that
they were more or less what one would expect from such a mating, an that
though they were very obvious hybrids, they were more attractive than |
would have expected such a cross to be.

The Mealy x Red Rosellas, on the other hand, are very handsome, and the
two young males, far from :.I:;Pcnring obvious hybrids, might very well, at a
cursory glance, be mistaken for pure-bred Mealies. They are about mnter-
mediate 1n size berween their two parents, and while it is true that most of the
vellow in their plumage has a sligﬁt]y greenish tinge, the pale creamy-yellow
of the head has no trace of green, but contains a few scattered red feathers.
Apart from that, about the only other indication of the fact that one of their
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A beautiful Broadtail, the Mealy Rosella Parrakeer comes from Australia,
It is not suitable for cageing, but makes an excellent aviary bird, being hardy
and a good breeder. A pair, however, must have an aviary to themselves

parents was a Red Rosella is the 'r..l.il'l}' T:.‘gllt.u' crescent of scarlet feathers on
the upper breast.

Mealies make excellent aviary birds, but like all Broadtails L]u‘}- are pug-
nacious, and a breeding pair must always have an aviary to themselves. They
will |n'|,' and breed well in an aviary about g ['w; wide h}- - feet hiHh. with an
overall length of not less than 15 feet. They can, of course, be kept in 2 cage,
}mn.'ul-:.'d it 15 5L|Iﬂl.‘il.‘t1'[l}' i:trl_:l.‘, but I alw ays think members of J:;; Broadtail
family are totally unsuited to cage life and are never seen to best advantage
unless housed in an outdoor aviary. Nor is there any point in :_'ugin__._?‘ them as
they hardly ever make good pet birds, since, once they lose their natural fear
of human beings, they usually become excessively checky and spiteful rather
than tame,

Most cock Mealies become extremely annoyed if their hens, after a suitable
|..l|.1.'|1.' of time for nest-inspection, are still reluctant to £o to nest, and 1[11:r4.'11|‘.u111
proceed to chase them tirelessly abour the aviary untl they Ll]"'I]-'F'-'-lT into the
nest box in sheer LJL'h]ﬁn‘T.1IiL:11. Should they come out to Ll]”}'—:i,ﬂl}' in the
aviary flight, they are soon chased back into the box again !

We have one cock, however, who does not believe in even .Lllhﬂ.u.'ing time
for nest-inspection.  He chases his wife relentlessly from the moment they are
given a nest box, and as she is always very slow in going to nest 1 used to have
tears for her safety.

Actually 1 have come to the conclusion that they must
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both rather enjoy it, possibly treating it as an excellent method of annual
* slimming,” for it often goes on for quite a formight, and if the cock were as
much in earnest as he looks the hen would, 1 feel sure, have been scalped
long ago.

Mealies, which are perfectly hardy, usually prove excellent breeders,
often being dmlblc-brnmrcti. Their feeding and nesting arrangements should
be the same as those T have recommended for Reed Roosellas,

mey er’s /9 arrol

( Poicephalus meyeri)

A_.TH{JUGI-I quite differently coloured, Meyer's Parrot is very closely
related to the Senegal Parrot and their eries are identical. The rump
and lower breast are palc sea-green, strongly washed with blue. The head
and neck are grey with a brownish tinge, as are also the wings and mantle, the
feathers of which have dull green borders. The crown, shoulder and under
wing-coverts are primrose-yellow. The bill is black. The female's colours
are duller and she has a smaller, narrower head.  Length is about ¢ inches.

Distribution: Equatorial Africa.

I have two pairs of these parrots as I write and hur to breed from them.
They are quite hardy and are nice aviary birds and, like the Senegal, a single
bird, if taken young enough, makes a charming and affectionate pet.

In captivity they require the same housing, feeding and treatment as the
Sencgal Parrot,

Wolfaﬂ ._ydfuucj purméwrf

{Cyanorhamphus novaezelandiae cooki)

HAVE only kept two species of the very rare Cyanorhamphus family of
I Parrakeets, this being one of them, and the other the Yellow-fronted New
Zealand.  The male Norfolk Island is green, paler and yellower on the breast
and brightest on the cheeks. A patch behind the eye, the forepart of
the crown, and a bar on the flanks are red.  The lower edge of the wings and the
outer webs of the primaries are slate-blue; bill silver, shading into black at the
tip. It is one of the largest members of the family, its total length being aboue
13 inches. They are quite easy birds to sex, as the female, though similarly
coloured, is smaller than her mate and has a much smaller head and beak.

They inhabited Norfolk Island off the coast of Australia, where they were
said to E:ru:d on the ground and to have been completely exterminated by an
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incursion of hordes of rats—a similar fate overtaking some pairs which were
liberated on Lord Howe Islind. For a time a small number managed, |
believe, to scrape a bare existence on a few small islets in the vicinity, but
whether this small band of survivors still exists, I do not know.

My only experience in keeping these birds was with a pair I housed for a
few months for a friend before the war. It all seems a long time ago now,
but so far as I can remember they were given a nest box but made no attempt to

i

Meyer's Parrot is very closely related to the Senegal Parrot, but is differently coloured
Like its relative it will make a charming pet if taken young encugh

breed. I'hey had, however, all the charm and curious characteristics of the
Cyanorhamphus family in general, and despite their subdued colouring were
very handsome and remarkably active birds, running rapidly both up and down
wire netting and occasionally serate I‘j“._!-'. on the ground with a curious .id:-u.-;.!,-n,
movement of the legs. Their voices were a rather melodious blear like that
of a 5]:;':']1 ]'Ii.‘.lTL! I!IIL"I:I:I a dl:ht.ull.'l.'. '.';l.ril.‘d “'ith a low ||'|u[|:|:||_|_1_:||:|g !ﬂ“l!lld.

Having had them u1:|}' l.‘lur'm_u: stunmertime, [ can say ||».1th:|1g from |_11_-rw.u.1]
experience as to their hardiness or otherwise in winter in an outdoor aviary in
this country, but they are said to be quite as hardy as the Red-fronted New
Zealand if kt'PL in a ]u:':it'it!.' that suits them. !’q_'r“t“__ﬂl}-_ 1 3,|:1L-|1||_,.|; say [ht'}'
would probably winter out quite satisfactorily, provided their aviary was in a



The Many-colour Parrakeet is closely related to the Redrump.
but rarer, more brightly coloured, and less easy to breed

#

Harlequin Budgerigars are quaint and attractive. They are
one of the newer varieties of these very popular birds
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really sheltered sitvation facing south, with a dry, draught-proof shelter in
which they could be shut each mght.

Incidentally, the above-mentioned Red-fronted New Zealand Parrakeet—
nowadays quite unknown to aviculture—was the only member of the family
ever to be widely kept in aviaries in this country, being considered extremely
docile, hardy and apparently of such prolificacy as would almost rival that of
present-day Budgerigars. Unfortunately, however, such was the incurable
improvidence of the average aviculturist of those days that no attempt was
made to breed them systematically in aviaries and in consequence they were
allowed to dic out completely.

Male Norfolk Islands certainly do seem, from the few accounts available,
to have a nasty tendency to murder their wives without either warning or
provocation, so it is advisable to keep a very close watch on a cock, p:rticuf‘l.r]}-
if he has just been put with a new hen.  If he shows signs of aggression, the
clipping of one wing will impede his flight and enable the hen easily to get
away from him.

Norfolk Island Parrakeets should be fed on canary and miller with a certain
amount of sunflower and monkey nuts and a pinch of hemp, the last given
in fairly large quantities only when they have young in the nest to feed.  They
are very fond of sweet, ripe apple nru{ spinach-beet, as well as the usual wild
greenfoods. A nest box of the size and type I have recommended for the
Rosella Parrakeer will suit them very well, unless they were determined to
nest on the ground—a habit I have already referred to.

ﬂyadﬂ a[,ﬂueé.t'ﬂ!

{ Agapornis lilianae)
‘AT the outset 1 feel bound to own that while nearly all foreign birds fascinare

me in some dcgrn‘. I canmot claim to be counted among the admirers of
all the Lovebird clan. Moreover, the Nyasa is, | think, the onc that appeals
to me least. This, of course, is purely a matter of personal prejudice.

This species is one of the smallest Lovebirds, being rather over 4 inches in
length, and mainly green, with a brickish-orange face, paler and pinker on
the throat and yellow merging into green at the back of the head. The short
square tail andy beak are 1‘!.'(15,K Male and female are almost exactly alike,
although it is said that if the eyes are examined in a very good light, those of
the male appear darker than the female's. ! find them very difficult birds
indeed to sex, though 1 have sometimes noticed in a proved pair that the hen's
head was just perceptibly rounder and less flat on top than the cock’s.

As their name implies, these Lovebirds inhabit Nyasaland, Northern
Rhodesia, and, like Masked and Fischer's, were unknown to aviculture until
some time after the first World War.  As far as I can remember, it was about

13
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1926 that these three new Lovebirds suddenly burst upon the avicultural world.

There is a quite well-known Lutino variety of the Nyasa, which is not
unattractive with its golden-yellow body-colour, and brickish-orange face,
though, with their flu faces, they always a little bit remind me of infuriated
colonels! Little progress has been made in propagating this colour-variety
in this country, and those sent over seem to be mostly females.

To my mind Lovebirds lack the beautiful flight of so many Parrot-like
birds, and they always seem to be somewhat deficient in character and in-
dividuality. Nor do their voices help to endear them, these consisting in most
cases of a series of particularly excruciating lead pencil screeches.

As to their appearance, Nyasas, Flscﬁcrs Black-checks and Masked are
spoilt for me by :I:c rings of bare white skin surrounding their eyes. Doubtless

eir admirers consider these give them a * delightfully ?uaim: " appearance,
but these eye-rings always su‘ifc me as being disunctly ugly. Red-taced and
Pcach—l'u-rcr on the other hand, which lack this appearance of wearing white-
rimmed spectacles, are, in my opinion, the prettiest of the group.

One great advantage, however, possessed by most Lovebirds is that they
are very willing breeders, the Nyasa being no exception. Several pairs can
even be kept and bred rogether, although there is always the risk of a newly-
Hedged nestling getting a severe peck if it expects to be fed by a pair that are
not its parents,

Nyasas should be given a rather large nest box for the size of the bird.
This they will stuff ﬁaﬁlnfa most vuricdg conglomeration of materials, such as
straw, twigs and old millet sprays, the last apparently forming a particularly
desirable cradle for the family. Their chief nesting material, however, is
strips of sappy bark, so they must be provided with them in the form of
branches of some tree that peels casily, such as lime. The provision and removal
of the boxes is somewhat complicated by the fact that, if allowed, they will
g0 on breeding all the year round, so that there are always either € Or young
ones in the nest,

I cannot help thinking that this incessant breeding is a mistake, leading
eventually to a decrease in stamina of both parents and young ones. Un-
fnrtunatc{}r. however, the problem is not solved by just removing the boxes
as in the case of Parrakeets, ?ur Nyasas are usually very subject to chﬁh if forced
to winter in an outdoor aviary without a box to retire into for the nighe.
Much the best plan, therefore, is to house them in a flight cage in a slightly heated
room for the winter,

Feeding should consist of canary and millet with a fair amount of sunflower
and a vcr}rglittlc hemp added to it, also greenfood, apple and millet spray thm.:ﬁh
the last is not essential. They need no extras when rearing young, but the
amounts of hemp and sunflower can both be increased.

Unfortunately Nyasas are among those Lovebirds that are most prone
partly to pluck their young ones in the nest.  Although, of course, this spoils
the look of the ncwfy ged nesdings, their disfigurement, unless they are
very badly plucked, is only temporary as they very soon grow their feathers
again. Nevertheless it is a most exasperating habit and one for which 1
should dearly like to know both the reason and the cure.
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{ Neophema chrysogaster)

THIS is the rarest of the Grass Parrakeets and the pair we once had at Keston
were certainly the only ones in Europe at the tme.  Indeed, as far as I am
aware, they were the first ever to be imported into this country, with the
possible exception of a pair that are said to have reached the London Zoo a
great Many years ago.

The male has the upper surface a rich, rather dark grass green.  The upper
breast is a paler, merging into golden-olive on the fml.fer breast, and there
is a bright orange p:lt%.ﬁ'l on the abdomen. The forchead is dark blue, darkest
at the base of the upper mandible and merging into greenish-blue above.
The under wing-coverts and the lower edge of the wings are also dark blue;
the tail is bluish-green, the outer feathers Eciug tipped with yellow. Length
is a little over 8 inches. The female resembles the male, but her colours are
duller, and the orange patch on the abdomen is smaller and less vivid. They
inhabit South Australia and Tasmania, and were apparently first described by
Latham in 1787.

Orange-bellied Grass Parrakects scem always to have been considered
extremely rare birds, not only in avicultural circles, but also in their native
Australia, where little seems to have been recorded of their habits in a wild
state, although it is probable that these differ little from those of their relatives
the Blue-wing and the Elegant.

Before our pair arrived here the only idea I had of the birds' appearance was
gleaned from a stuffed specimen which Dr. Alan Lendon, the well-kknown
Australian aviculturist, showed me when he paid a visit to our farm in the
carly days of the war. This stuffed specimen struck me as being slightly
smaller, of a rather darker green, and with an orange belly patch of greater
vividness than in the male we had at Keston. It is quite possible, however,
that it belonged to a slightly different race, and also, of course, bird skins
seldom convey an accurate impression of the living bird.

While our male certainly had an attractive orange patch on the lower
belly, I should not say it was so very much brighter than that of a particularly
fine cock Elegant we had before the war. The green of the general body
colour, however, was very different, both from the golden-green of an Elegant
and the ulivc-i;rccu of a Blue-wing, being a rather rich and dark grass green.

Orange-bellies seem to be temperamentally rather unlike the other members
ot the family, the nearest affimity being the Rock Grass Parrakeet whose
tendency to over-fatess they appear to share. They are extraordinarily
silent members of a by no means noisy family, and the only sound 1 ever heard
ours utter was practically indistinguishable from the sibilant eries of an Elegant.

Then again they were, like the Rock Grass, somewhat lethargic, spending
most of their time in the shelter and seldom—at any rate when one was any-
where near their aviary—coming out into the flight. This, however, may
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have been mainly due to shyness, as on the few occasions when I caught them
out in the flight they instantly rushed back into the shelter. This is in sharp
contrast to Splendids which are extremely active birds and always take the
greatest interest in everything that goes on.  One scarcely finishes putting up
2 bundle of flowering poa annua grass in their aviary before they come down
o cat L.

The pair of Orange-bellies on the other hand took no interest in poa annua
—which is relished by other members of the family—and for several months
ignored greenfood, though they eventually took to eating spinach beet.

The Eumiug. feeding and general management of Orange-bellied Grass
Parrakects should be precisely as | have recommended for Elegants except
that, if, as a species, ¢ ey are all so prone to over-famess in confinement as
the pair 1 had, it would probably be wise to ration them to plain canary seed,
adding hemp, groats :mcr sunflower only when they have young in the nest.
Unfortunately, although my hen laid some eggs aﬁ of them were infertile,
and subsequently both birds died of fits.

p cach -ﬁzcﬂ! J:JW‘M‘J

(Agapornis roseicollis)

WITH the possible exception of the Red-faced, 1 have always thought

this bird the most beautiful member of the Lovebird family.  The male
is a soft beauriful shade of apple green, paler on the breast. The forchead is
vivid rose-red while the cheeks and throat are rosy-pink, tinged with grey at
the edge of the checks. The rump is brilliant sky blue and the shore tail,
bottle green with black and flame—coloured markings. The bill is coral-red.
It is one of the larger Lovebirds, its total length being about 6 inches. The
female resembles the male and is usually, but not always, slightly the larger
bird of the two. They are difficult to sex with certainty.

Young birds when they leave the nest are of a duller, more olive-green
colouring, and have the forehead brownish-rose and the checks and throat
medium brown with a pinkish tnge. The bill is dark merging into coral-
pink at the tip of the upper mandible.

I have always admired Peach-faced Lovebirds not only for their soft and
beautiful colour scheme, but also because they lack the bare white space round
the eye, which gives the Masked, Fischer’s and Nyasas the appearance of
wearing white-rimmed spectacles, an effect 1 find unattractive.

These birds were among the first members of the Parrot family I ever kept
and 1 devoted one of my two aviaries to them, which meant that 1 was very
struck with them indeed. Unfortunately I was greedy. Instead of listening
to expert advice which warned me that two pairs could not be kept together
safely, I felt that I simply must have two pairs and put both in the same aviary.
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At first all went well, but in the spring, one pair came into breeding condition
and went to nest and suddenly and ruthlessly murdered the others overnight.

Some Lovebirds, such as Nyasas, can be bred more or less successfully on
the colony system, but 1 record this incident to deter any fool-hardy avicul-
turist, as [ then was, from attempting the same procedure with Peach-faces.
Given an aviary to themselves, however, they are reliable and prolific breeders.

As they continually add new nesting matenial even when mcubatng, these
birds nccdya large nest box, and should be provided with twiggy branches of
lime or willow. The hen peels the sappy Ezrk from these, cutting off about
z-inch strips, which she bites into an inverted V shape and tucks into the
feathers of her rump before returning fully laden to the nest.  She does this
because in a wild state the entrance hole to her nest might often be on the
underside of the decayed limb of a tree, to reach which she would need both
beak and feet for climbing.

Quite a large proporton of the peeled bark she so laboriously collects
and bestows between her rump feathers gets pushed out and falls to the ground
a3 she enters the nest box hole, and as she takes no further notice of these fallen
strips she must be kept well supplied with twiggy lime branches. Quite an
claborate nest is constructed inside the box, with a passage from the entrance
hole and a round nesting chamber,

One of the most enchanting sights I can ever remember was when 1 first
stayed with Lord Tavistock at Warblington House in the early twenties and
he had Peach-faced Lovebirds at liberty in his garden. The pair had young
ones in a nest box hung under the eaves of the house just above my bedroom
window. Early of 1 summer morning I used to draw back the curtains and
lie in bed watching the parents flying up at intervals to feed their brood. One
has often seen Swallows and House Martins doing this but I certainly never
expected to have the joy of wartching Peach-faced Lovebirds, loose in an English
garden, doing the same thing.

These birds, with Rcd?accd. Black-checked, and Madagascars, were the
four Lovebirds commonly to be found in the fﬂ shops of my youth. The
large Abyssinian was also, 1 believe, occasionally imported. Peach-faces are
not suited to cage life, and in any case their harsh, metallic voices would make
them highly undesirable birds to have in a living-room.

As an experiment, | once put two Peach-faces” eggs under a Budgerigar.
One hatched, and to my great surprise she reared it, as Budgenigars are usually
the worst of foster-parents.  Unfortunately, probably owing to the dryness
of the nest, it was a rickety specimen,

Peach-faced Lovebirds should be fed on a seed mixture of canary and
millet, with a little sunflower and hemp, both of which can be increased with
safety during the breeding season.  Some will eat apple and they are also fond
of spinach beet.

They can be wintered in an unheated outdoor aviary only if they are left
their nest box to retire into at night. This, however, is a highly risky pro-
ceeding as they go on breeding in which case usually either the hen gets egg-
bound or the young reared, ifg;my. are useless specaimens and die of cold after
fledging. Much the best plan is to winter them in either a flight cage in a
warmed birdroom, or an aviary with a heated shelter, both without a nest box,



Pansaats  Pawolbset

(Platycercus elegans)

HIS is one of the largest of the Broadtails, and not only is it one of the
most strikingly handsome members of the family to which it belongs, but,
to my mind, one of the most beautiful of all Parrakeets.

It was met with and described in its natve Australia as long ago as the
latter part of the eighteenth century, though the true nature of the bird and the
family to which it belonged was not then apparently realised since 1t was known
as the * Beautiful Lory " and afterwards as the * Pennantian Parrot ™ which
must have made confusion worse confounded, as actually it is neither a Parrot
nor a Lory, but a Parrakeet! In Australia it is called the Crimson Rosella,
but nnwzl;{n}rs known there also as Pennant’s Parrakect.

Pennants inhabit South and Eastern Australia where they are said to frequent
well-wooded districts, and, if the surrounding country is suitable, to be found
in large numbers quite close to towns and cities. They are, as one would
expect, extremely fond of fruit and therefore unpopular with orchard owners.

A male Pennant in et conditon is a wonderful creature, clothed in
brilliant scarlet, black, sapphire and paler blues. The checks, shoulders,
wings and tail are various shades of blue, and the breast and mantle are crimson,
each feather of the latter being broadly bordered with black. Length is just
over 14 inches.

The female is perceptibly smaller than the male and has a rounder and
more feminine-looking head. Usually, too, her colours are slightly duller,
but this is not alwa e case. [ have seen at least one true pair in which there
was little if any difference in the brilliance of the plumage of the cock and hen,

The varied coloration of nestling Pennants is interesting as it scems to point
to the bird being in a transitional stage of plumage evoluton. Usually, youn
Pennants, far from resembling their brilliant parents, are mainly rather dull
darkish green, with only here and there touches of blue and red.  On the other
hand, one aviculturist ‘{'md a pair, a proportion of whose young ones were
mainly dull green while the rest were mainly blue and erimson.

Most interesting of all, the late Duke of Bedford wrote of a pair which bred
at liberty in his garden and whose evolution seemed complete as all their young
ones had entirely dispensed with nestling plumage, and left the nest in the blue
and erimson garb of their parents,

One striking thing about Pennants, which also takes place to a rather lesser
extent with Stanleys, is the way in which their brilliant crimson suddenly fades
to a pale brickish-pink just before the onset of the moult, so much so that it
almost looks as if the red pigment were withdrawn into the body to be used
again when the new feathers appear.

Despite their superior size, Pennants are not among the most aggressive
members of their family, in fact, as Broadmils go, they are good-tempered,
and they also have rather pleasant voices, lower-pitched and not uttered in
such a hurried, excited manner as those of some of their relatives.
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I must confess that my own two attempts at keeping Pennants have proved
singularly unfortunate. 1 bought my first pair about 34 years ago when 1
was a schoolboy, and though they were ra:Ecr ragged when they arrived, [
was very thrlled when they moulted out into perfect condition.  The thrill,
however, was short-lived, for almost at once they decided to dispense with their
tails and bit each feather off almost at the root.  They were then such a sorry
travesty of their former beautiful selves that [ decided to part with them.

Afterwards we had a fine pair at Keston and, strangely enough, after their
first moult exactly the same thing happened, and as my old home, where I
had the original pair, is only a mile from Keston, it makes one wonder whether
there is something in cither the soil or water of this locality which does not
suit Pennants.  This may not necessarily be the case, however, as several other
aviculturists in different parts of the country have told me that they have
experienced the same trouble with these Parrakeets.

Pennants should be housed in an aviary with a shelter into which they can
be shut each night during the winter, and the run should be, if possible, not less
than 18 feet long, the width being of less importance.  If they are kept in a
cage—which I do not advise—it must be a really large Hight cage not less than
5 fgci: long, but even a comparatively small outdoor aviary is much preferable,

Kept under proper conditions they are good breeders and are sometimes
double-brooded.  They will rear excellent young ones in a nest box with
cither a decayed wood filling about & inches deep, or with half a coconut
husk fixed in the bottom.  The box, which should not be less than 3 feet deep,
and about 12 inches square, should be hung up in the flight under cover.

A breeding pair of Pennants must, of course, be given an aviary to them-
selves, or at any rate must not be expected to share it with other Parrakects.
If their aviary is really large, probably the most suitable companions for them
would be gallinaceous birds such as Pl{:nsam.s. but though it is quite a common

ractice, particularly, 1 believe, in some Continental aviaries, to keep such
girds together, it has never been one that has appealed to me, as the ground
must become so quickly stale.

Their seed mixture should consist of canary, millet, sunflower, monkey
nuts and a small allowance of hemp, which can be inereased during the breeding
season. As in the case of most Parrakeets a small proportion of oats or groats
can also be given.  They like spinach beet and should g: given plenty of green-
food. They are very fond of apples.

/9:' meetl p armz'eef

{ Purpureicephalus spurius)

N inhabitant of South-east Australia, this fine Parrakeet 15 known m i
natve land as the Red-capped Parrakeet, and also—rather muddlingly—
as the King Parrot, but it should not be confused with the much better-known
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King Parrakeet (Alisterus scapularis), It is said to frequent the tops of tall cuca-
lyptus or blue gum trees, upon the seeds of which it mainly feeds. It is a bird
which is becoming increasingly rare chiefly owing to the relentless war waged
upon it by Australian fruit farmers, and while this is, from the avicultural
point of view, to be deplored, it needs little imagination to realize the immense
amount of damage a flock of these birds would do in an apple orchard.

Larger than the Rosella, the Pileated is a very handsome bird with a particu-
larly lovely colour contrast of apple green and purple.  The male has a crimson
cap, bright yellowish-green cheeks, darker green mantle and wings, the lower
edge of the latter and part of the flights blue, central tail feathers green, outer
ones blue and white, rump yellowish-green, vent and under tail-coverts red,
and the whole of the breast a beautiful shade of violet purple.

The plumage of females is very variable, but in the case of my breeding
pair, the hen is merely a rather duller and slightly smaller edition of the cock.
Some hens, however, retain juvenile plumage throughout their lives. 1 think
they are unique among Parrakeets in this respect.  Young Pileateds are, roughly
speaking, green with dark grey breasts, am_ipl personally regard them as ver
difhicult to sex, the only difference being that the hens have slightly smaller,
rounder heads. 1 find the best plan is to take one look and abide by one's first
impression, as the longer one ?{mks at them the more exactly alike do they
appear to be! They attain full adult plumage when about 16 months old,

One highly distinetive but rather unattractive feature of these Parrakeets is
that their beaks do not close in the same neat way as those of other Parrakeets.
When the bird is viewed in profile there is an open space between the mandibles,
the reason being that cven when the beak is as rfnsclly shur as it can be, only the
base and tip of the lower mandible meets the upper one. I cannot recall having
read any drwrlpliull of this strange beak formation in spite of the fact that it is
such a unique feature of these birds.

Efforts to breed up a stock of some particularly rare bird can be, as every
aviculturist knows, terribly disappointing, and it has heartened me a lot to be
only the third person to breed these beautiful Parrakeets in this country, my
predecessors being Mr. Hubert Astley, and that very successful breeder of
Parrakeets in years gone by, Mr. Fasey.

My breeding pair are the most model parents, having reared no fewer
than 19 young ones in four seasons; six in one nest in 1950, three in 1951,
six in two nests of three each in 19352 and a further four in 1953. 1 may say
here that | know of no young Parrakects that leave the nest so small and then
gradually grow to the size of their parents.

Pileateds have always had the reputation of being delicate and difficult
subjects in confinement, but 1 am inclined to think this largely depends on the
particular pair you are lucky, or unlucky, enough to get hold of. The late
Duke of Bedford has recorded in his book * Parrots and Parrot-like Birds ™
that he once had a hand-reared pair which were so destructve that they
needed Cockatoo-strength wire netting to confine them, and so persistently
over-ate themselves that he eventually had to ration each bird to not more
than a tablespoonful of plain canary seed plus one or two monkey nuts per day.

My own experience with these temperamentally variable Parrakeets has
been that, while neither the old pair nor the three pairs of their young ones |
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Young Pileated Parrakeets and young Rosellas. The latter are frequently
bred, but the rarely imported Pileated Parrakeet has been bred on only two
previous occastons in this country.  Itis one of the most beautiful of Parrakeets

have kept show any tendency to over-eat, some of the young ones are
terribly 1lir~1r1||_'[i~.'r to the woodwork, though not to the wire netting, of their
aviaries; so much so that all exposed woodwork has to be covered with
cither sheet zinc or wire netting to give it the necessary protection.

This, of course, involves some extra expense, but it is well worth it, as
Pileateds are such beautiful bicds and so full of character. For some curicus
reason the old pair—unlike some of their children—have never been in the
least destructive to any part of their aviary.

Pileateds are wvery |n'|_~|j.'_ 1:1tq'|]ig{'|1l. and l1IL|Ili\jfj\'L' birds, .Jiw.l.}'\ on the
move, and although they are classed as Broadtails, which they undoubtedly
are, they remind me in some ways much more of Lorikeets. They have a
rather E‘L‘L'll!i.u staccato cry which is perhaps best rendered as: * Cluck-clor-
clor . . . crilk=crilk=crilk " the latter ﬁwi:ll_,r also their alarm note.  Their red
cap might almost be called a crest as it is partially erectile, and is slightly raised
when they are excited or alarmed.

Unlike Broadtails, they are casy to re-mate, and .L|lulgrt1wr very good
tempered even if their young ones are left with them too long.  One of our
pairs shared an aviary for the winter with a pair of Redrumps, and they
never made any attempt to molest them, even when they were first put in
the aviary.

I think that—like many other birds—they are unfortunately named, and
although their Australian name, ]I.L'Ll—r..l]"}u'd Parrot (it should be Parrakeet),
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is better, a more suitable one would be * Purple-breasted Parrakeet ™ as 1 can
think of no other Parrakect with a really pur 5‘.' breast.

Pileateds are perfectly hardy provided L;h‘\_\.' have a draught and damp-
proof shelter into which they are shut each night during the winter months.
Their feeding and nesting arrangements should be the same as 1 have recom-
mended for the l.ugrr Broadeails, except that, unlike the latter, Pileateds are
very fond of bread soaked in sweetened diluted milk, which is an invaluable
daily extra when they are rearing young ones, and should be given twice a
week out of the breeding season.  As greenfood they |~..u|:n..'|5:|riv,- like the
Heshy stalks of scakale beet, and (as Awstralian froit themers would agree!)
thev are passionately fond of apples.

ﬁ)ﬁl m -A ea.rf (’(f / e a rm[vﬂ-f

{ Psittacula cyvanocephala)

VERY beautitul Parrakeet which was at one ime widely kept and con-
sidered both hardy and prolific, the Plum-headed is, in my experience,
quite hardy but by no means prolific.

The male is green, brightest on the breast which has a yellowish tinge.
The head is of the r.!t‘n:.'p rose p'mk of a ripe Victoria i"]kl!‘.ll and has the same
velvety blue * bloom ™ on it. The checks are tnged with carmine. The
throat and collar are black and there is a small patch of red on the wings.
The outer tail feathers are green tpped with greenish-yellow, the central ones
being blue tipped with white and very long and tapering. The total length is
about 14 inches and the bird has a very streamlined and elegant figure.

-].]“" t‘l’.'"ln.l.].L' llu.l.'| | I!I.Iuln'l}h—i_frt"!,' ]Il'..l.l.l. .l]!H.] o 1.'1.'”“'-'-"\'1 1.1}".;'.1'. .L';l'll." I.I.I.,'k'i l']!t‘
red wing patch and has a slightly shorter mil.  ¥Young birds assume full colour
with their second complete moult.

Plum-heads imhabit Ceylon and are also to be found throughout most of
India. ']']W}' are said to be sociable, t-n:\h'st—!u'.'ing birds in a wild state, going
about in parties and nesting sometimes in natural holes in trees but more often
h‘l"].li'l'-.\'i'”l-__'r aut a L'-'l-'r"l-l}' t.l.\T 1.|:'|L'|i'|.“'|.'lr"."h.

Very occasionally a Lutine Plum-head has been imported. Ower a long
period 1 have seen perhaps two or three of these, but in each case their appear-
ancc was IlIJiTTL'l.I 1]1.- 1.|:'|L' '!.'L'].]{"l\' i‘llllil-lg{' IJL'”:IF: ll{'kﬁd, more or l';.'}i hL’-;l'!'ll‘_\'.
with green feathers, giving the birds a mortled appearance.

At the time of writing I have a male, w hich almost certainly is the first pure
Lutino Plum-head ever o be ilupullmi into this country. He is a most
beautiful little bird, his general body colour being a rich golden yellow. The
head is deep n1~.|:—]'-1'|11':, linj_:r-.i with carmine on the cheeks, but ]:lu.'klng the blue
bloom found in the normal form. The latter’s black throat and collar are white,
as also are the two central tail feathers. Each wing is adorned with a smmall patch
consisting of a few bright red feathers.
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He arrived from India in pale yellow immature plumage, and achieved full
adult colour after the second moult.  After the first moult the yellow deepened
and the head became pale flesh-pink. He was sent over on an inadequare diet
consisting of nothing but small ]izmwu Indian miller, and would eat no other
seeds.  After twice nearly dying, he fortunately started to eat boiled maize
and sweetened boiled rice. At once he started to pick up and was eventually
got on to a normal seed diet.

Although they belong to a family most of the other members of which are
willing enough to go to nest I have always found Plum-heads extremely shy
breeders.  Why thus should be I don't know. All one can do is to offer them
as attractive a nesting site as possible. Perhaps a miniature grandfather clock
nest might tempt them, p;u'nf:um if the upper half was covered with bark.
It is worth going to a good of tmulflicin order to try to establish a
breeding strain of ﬁ'u:m. for there are few lovelier Parrakects.

As Parrakeets go, Plum-heads have very musical voices, and it is no exag-
geration to say that, at the approach of the breeding season, the male utters
quite a song.

For some unexplained reason female Plum-heads were always very difficult
to procure, the birds imported being nearly always cocks.  Itused to be supposed
that this was because the males, having ILE brighter plumage, would be more
easily salcable. This, however, does not appear to have been the real reason,
because 1 remember that among a dozen or so immature birds we imported
from India before the war only one or two were hens.

Plum-heads are quite amiable in suitable mixed company, but if it is in-
tended to breed them they should be given an aviary to themselves. It need
not necessarily be particularly large, as they are among the smallest members
of this family.

They arc quite hardy if shut into a shelter each night in winter, but like
others of the Ringneck family they are rather liable to frostbite of the feet
so should not be let out too early to sit on frost-rimed perches in the flight.
They will eat spinach-beet and are very fond of apple, and their general housing,
feeding and management should be the same as that | have recommended for
the Ringneck Parrakeet.

A very similar bird called the Blossom-headed Parrakeet (Psittacula rﬂ,mj
comes from Burma and Indo-China. It is slightly smaller, has a paler head an

is much scarcer in captiviry.

pn'nce.d.ﬂ "i w::gu paméaef

{ Polytelis alexandrae)

TH[S very beautiful and extremely elegant bird was named after Queen
Alexandra when she was stll Princess of Wales, as a tribute to her own
grace and beauty. It is also sometimes called Queen Alexandra's Parrakeet.
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The male has the crown of the head, nape and forchead pale lilac-blue,
and the mantle, back of the neck and innermost secondaries a light olive-green.
There is an extensive bright apple green patch on the wings, the outer webs
of the primaries being bluish-green, narrowly bordered with yellow. Central
:.;.l.l[ i"L'..l‘J“.'f‘- }'L‘l]t'ﬂ\'iﬁl—grt‘url -'l]ld YETY 1(11!g. t|:'H.' outer “t‘b\ l‘f ‘11{' Iﬂt{'rﬂt
Oncs hL'l.ll." l‘ll'H.' ..'I.ll.';.l :.]“.' IMner oncs |1:1.rl1.i¥1}' rose PI'I'Ik. Thl."' r1_||'|'|1_'!| li II]QI:-I]'L.]U",’C_
The chin, throat and checks are rosc-pink, as are the lower flanks and thighs,
some of the feathers of the latter being bordered with pale bluish-mauve,
One primary in each wing is prolonged into a spatule. The breast and under-
parts are an opalescent mother of pear] colour, and the beak is reddish-pink.
The bird’s head is distinctly small for the size of is body. Total length is
\|i|.__\!t'[h,' over 16 inches. The female has no xp:lt_uh on the primary, a rather
shorter tail, and her crown and rump are slaty L'rllu.-gn.i.

As is the case with so many Parrakects, there is a dull and a bright race of
Princess of Wales'. The latter are glorious birds with all the colours far more
brilliant and with purple rumps, '.\'hl.:n. as in the duller race the males are little
|:1r||._,|1.t¢r than the temales of the 11r1g]:r;r race

“The Princess of Wales Parrakeet inhabits arid country in Central and
Morth-western Australia, where it is said to feed chiefly on the seeds of the
spinifex and—as [ can well imagine—to be of a particularly fearless and con-
fiding nature; in fact, I seem to remember reading somewhere that when they
were first discovered they :I-]'It.\hlnl upon the shoulders of their discoverers—
thereby, as it were, Jhun ering them rather than being themselves discovered!

In an aviary, this extraordinary and rather Ixm!-h.ard\' fearlessness persists,
{)'I“.',' ';':lt t]il‘ ]_‘;ur‘u W h.lt{ at KL’\I(T[I I}l’li}rl" th!" War sécme 1.1 (8] I"‘.."' tI'l.I Ime as an
animated tree trunk and loved nothing better than for me to bend down in
their aviary so that they could have terrific fun and games rushing about
o Il'l'!p' h.'il.'k tT:r'l'llb_'; ] E‘il‘ill'l L'Jl'h nl:ln'r 1‘!']: r].qliﬁ !3L‘rill1'rl'|'|.ault‘.' I'“"H"r'{'i.i l!'!nl:_"l-'l.!l
when a newsreel was taken just before the war, as they were only too willing
to oblige for the camera.

hl!{‘gf_‘t]]{'r I ﬁ}][3l|1ll .‘iﬂ.}' :.]I.'i{ 111[,:}' AT ":_'Jrll.'h.l. :I”L{ tlil.llii]I-'lT r:ll!'u‘:r l]‘-'l]l
actually tame, as, in my experience, they do not offer one the intelligent and
affectionate tameness that is such an endearing trait and so characteristic of
many other members of the Parrot family. Nevertheless they make delightful
aviary birds, and when exated or displaying, cocks have a curious huii: of
erecting a tiny shield of opalescent feathers on the forchead, while uttering
excited cries, running abour, rh:.'tlmm .1“.}' lowering and l‘.‘li.\i.l!l.[ their heads—
exactly like a mechanical toy whose feet and htaﬁ‘ are worked by the same
mechanism !

Princess of Wales' are—if you are lucky enough to get hold of a good pair
excellent breeders.  Large numbers are reared annually in confinement at the
Adclaide Zoo in South Australia, and even nowadays a few people are breeding
them regularly in aviaries in this country.

Before the war, however, the very few that occasionally reached European
aviaries were often worse than useless as a breeding |:rt‘JEH‘.ni[il.J!l. Their tre-
some habit of either smashing or eating their eggs gained the species an un-
deservedly bad reputation as ﬁrm ders in confinement, whereas actually, good
breeding pairs are extremely prolific.
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Cne of the loveliest of Parrakeets, the Princess of Wales, was named
after Queen Alexandra when she was still Princess. It is an elegant bird

Some years ago we had one p;lrLiL'ul:n' pair the hen of which laid Dnlj.’ twio,
or at most three, eggs cach season, and hatched and reared one of them. The
hen of another pair laid a normal clutch, but invariably smashed her eggs,
which gave me a violent desire to thwart her. 1 succeeded in doing this t}'
substituting a wooden saucer for the filling of decaved wood upon which she
had been accustomed to lay (and smash!) her eggs. The wooden saucer had
a hole in the middle so that each egg laid dropped immediately into a drawer
below filled with sawdust, and in this way I managed to collect a full clutch
of unbroken eggs, some of which were put under a pair of Redrumps who
successfully reared three of the finest young Princess of Wales' 1 have ever seen.

These birds should be given a hang-up nest box of suitable dimensions, with
a hlling of several inches of decayed wood, the box being hung in the Hight
under overhead cover. They are perfectly hardy and should be fed on a
mixture of canary, oats or groats, sunfower, monkey nuts, and a little hemp—
the last being increased \1.-’1‘11.-:1 they have young in the nest. They like the
usual wild greenfoods and are very fond of apple and spinach beer.  They
must, of course, be shut mto the shelter each uigi['ll during the winter.

As Parrakects go, they are not ac all quarrelsome and in a large aviary it
should be quite ]'-:w.ﬂﬂ': to breed them -.-nrrrv.i'ull*:- an the colon vV System.



Quecn o/J gﬂ.mﬁa’.& Cmum

(Aratinga guarouba)

HIS is certainly one of the most striking of the Conures, but possesses in

a marked degree the failing that has always put me off keeping members

of the Conure family, namely a truly ear-splitting voice. This ailing will
not, of course, deter everybody, but it does me.

The male is a bird of barbaric splendour, being brilliant golden yellow,
with flight feathers of a rich dark green. Length is about 14 inches. The
female is almost as brightly-coloured as the male, but she is slightly smaller
and has a less massive head and beak. This Conure inhabits North-Eastern
Brazil, and is rarely imported.

The only experience | have had of keeping Queen of Bavarias was with
a pair I looked after one summer before the war for a friend. The noise
they made had to be heard to be believed, but they were certainly very beautiful
as well as amusing to watch, and quite as playful as Swainson's Lorikeets.

They have been bred by Mrs. Clark anBrmn ve, Worcs. This was no
mean achievement, and as far as I know is the only time they have ever been
bred in confinement in this country.

They arc said to make intelligent and affectionate pets (if you can put up
with their voices!) and to learn to talk a little; also to be very delicate when
first imported, needing a heated shelter, or else a flight cage in a warm bird-
room during the winter months,

I think they may be one of those birds so rarely imported that the few
aviculturists who have ever possessed a pair have naturally hesitated to experi-
ment with them, so that they may be hardier than is generally supposed.

They are extremely prone to feather-plucking, particularly if a single
unmated bird is kept in a cage, though even pairs in aviaries are apt to feather-
pluck unless given plenty of occupation in the form of fresh branches to whittle.,
It is important, therefore, to give them a plain diet of canary seed with a little
sunflower and a few monkey nuts, as well as a plentiful supply of fruit and
greenfood, such as apple and spinach beet.

p arf -fa -:'e-c{ o[lauegl' rJ

(Agapornis pullaria)

MNE of the smallest of the Lovebirds, the Red-faced from Western and
Equatorial Africa is also, in my opinion, quite the prettiest of the whole
family. Where, in appearanice, it most excels its relatives is in its possession
of a {Jod].r colour of that very lovely brilliant green which also adorns the
Crimson-winged Parrakeet and the beautiful httle Blue-crowned Hanging

20K
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Parrot.  Its face-mask, too, is a clear, rich vermilion, a much more striking
contrast than, for example, the orange-brickish hue of a Nyasa's.

In addition, not the least of its claims to beauty are the brilliant blue of the
upper rump, the contrasting black of the under wing-coverss, the brighe red
beak, and the handsome mif which, when sprcnd. dis ]ays bands of black and
scarlet.  One great advantage it possesses over most other Lovebirds is that it is
very easy to sex. The hen's face-mask is rather smaller than her mate's and
orange instead of vermilion, while her rump has less blue on it. The most
obvious difference of all is her green instead of black under-wing coverts.

To complete the list of the virtues of this species, it is amiable in mixed
company and has a weak and quite inoffensive voice, two compliments that
certamly cannot be paid to its larger, though scarcely less beautiful relation, the
Peach-faced Lovebird.

Unfortunately, to counterbalance these many merits and in sharp contrast
to other Lovebirds, the Red-faced is excessively difficult to breed, so much so
indeed that no record of complete success—at any rate in Great Britain—appears
to exist.  Occasionally, claims have been made but in every case it has proved
to be the Peach-faced and not the Red-faced Lovebird that has been bred.
Whereas most Lovebirds seem to have but one aim and object in life, namely,
to reproduce their kind with as little delay as possible, the Red-faced not un[y
refuses to breed in an aviary, but two pairs which Lord Tavistock kept loose
at Warblington for several years never made the shightest attempt to breed
even under such ideal conditions.

An interesting theory was once put forward that the reason for this dis-
clination to breed in confinement is that these birds do not nest in ordinary
holes in trees but burrow out for themselves a nesting cavity in the soft fibrous
bole of a tree fern. It has always been one of my ambitions to breed this
species and during experiments | was engaged in just before the war I came very
nEAr Lo SuCocss.

As these Lovebirds invanably ignore every type of nest box and even
natural logs, 1 decided to try them with a bale of peatmoss encased in wood
except for the top and front of the bale, Shortly after this was put up on
hmcErl‘.s against tﬁc wooden back of the flight, a small hole appeared in the
lower half of the front of the bale. At first, of course, 1 said to myself " those
accursed mice again,” but then I was not so sure.  One day | caught the hen
busy tunnelling away with only her tail sall visible, but she flew off as soon as
she saw me.

The tunnel was exactly like a mouse hole, and I watched its progress with
great interest until finally the hen disappeared from view and was obviously
sitting. Evcmually, as there was no sign or sound of young oncs and the hen
had reappeared, 1 had the bale of peatmoss taken down and sawn in half, and
what was revealed was most interesting. They had tunnelled into the peat-
moss for perhaps twelve inches and had then gone straight upwards.  The hen
had then doubled back and at the end of this upper tunnel, which, of course,
was above and parallel to the one below, she had scooped out a nesting chamber
about twice the size of a cricket ball.

In this chamber were several eggs, one or two of which contained almost-
hatched young ones dead in the shell, and I am certain that this was because
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conditions in the nest were too dry. 1 had plans for remedying this defect,
but then war broke out so we parted with the pair, and that was the end of
what had been an interesting and very nearly successful attempt to breed
Red-faced Lovebirds.

It is, perhaps, of interest to add that 1 was at the same time experimenting
with another pair, but in a different type of aviary. In this case the results
were the same, even to the curious construction of the tunnels and nesting
chamber.

The Red-faced Lovebird was among the first members of the family to be
imported into this country, there being indisputable evidence that it had
the status of a lady's pet asrlycng ago as the end of the sixteenth century.

When first imported, they are delicate and must be kept very warm. To
make matters worse they can seldom fly, their flight feathers usually having
been cut by the trappers.  Once recovered from the journey, however, and
thoroughly acclimatised, they are quite hardy and can be wintered out of
doors in an aviary that has a dry, draught-proof shelter into which they should
be shut each night during the winter.

Their food should consist of canary seed and millet, with the addition of a
little hemp and sunflower seed, and the usual greenfoods. They are fond of
millet sprays, and the ones 1 kept ate a lictle apple if it was cut in a thin shice
and pusE.mi through the wire netting, close to a perch,

}Qec[-dh[u( &&cfuﬁ puﬂ'af

{ Lovius roratus pectoralis)

THESE parrots are famous for the totally dissimilar plumage of the sexcs
which gives the impression that they are two birds of different species.
The male is brilliant grass-green with deep royal blue in the wings and the
outer tail feathers are of the same rich colour. There is a large tcﬁ of bright
red on the side of the bﬂd?, The lower mandible is dark but upper one is
orange-red merging into gcuuw at the tip. The eye is brown and, what 1
always think gives this bird a curiously un-parrot-like appearance, is set finch-
like in the head with ne surrounding area of bare skin, Also most parrots
have more or less hom-coloured bills—very unlike the brillianty coloured
beak of the male Eclectus and the entirely gunnu:ul-b]a:k one of the female.

The female is bright red, being more erimson on the back wings and tail
and there is a blue band across the mantle, and a narrow circle of blue feathers
round the eye. There 15 deep blue in the wings and the abdomen and sides
of the body are purplish-blue. The tail is tipped with orange-red.

Total length: agout 14 inches,

Distribution: MNew Guinca and neighbouring islands, north Queensland.

It is always said of Eclectus that they are almost the only birds in which the
female is more ’m‘illianﬂ}' coloured than the male, and this is perhaps true, but



The Adelaide Parrakeet is closely related to the well known
Pennant's. The plumage of this species is very variable

q

The Redrump is a charming Parrakeet. It is a great favourite,
a prolific breeder, and an excellent parent
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the male’s colouring is extremely brilliant also; in fact among the larger
parrots ﬁfxclud.ijlg Iﬁt" rainbow-hued Lories) they are just as outstanding for
vivid colouring as are Gouldians among Finches.

My pair of Red-sided Eclectus are housed by themselves in an outdoor
aviary with a slightly heated shelter in winter and have done very well under
these conditions. They are very shy birds and hurry mto the shelter as soon
as one approaches. They are also rather silent creatures, but when they do
izi\rl.' tongue the resultant ™ errah ™ is a sound of such incredible volume and
harshness as to be audible from a great distance.  In the open air it is not too
bad, but in a room it would almost shatter one's car-drm and 1 eannot imagine
anyone keeping an Eclectus as a pet indoors unless he were stone-deaf. But
in any case they are not, | believe, casily tamed and are far better kepr in pairs.

Eclectus Parrots are not always considered easy subjects, and 1 have found
that they need rather more than the ordinary parrot diet to keep them in perfect
health and condition: that is to say, while their staple diet should be suntlower
seed, monkey nuts and a licdle hemp, they should L:.* given as much varicty as
possible in the way of extras.  These should consist of a piece of bread soaked
m sweetencd milk and given twice a week,  Abo a variery of fruits such as
apples, pears, grapes, L'l'luppr.‘l:l dates, and blackberries and elderberries when in
season.  Greenfood such as leaves of spinach beet should also be supplicd.

}9 erumF p arrakeet

{ Psephotus haematonotus)

ITH the exception of the Budgerigar, this bird is by far the most widely-

kept and frequently bred of all Parrakeets.  The male has the head,
neck anrf upper breast grass green with a bluish tinge on the head, the mantle
being a darker olive-green tinged with brown.  The outer webs of the primary
coverts and flights are rich dark blue, The rump is red, and the thighs and
abdomen pale yellow merging into white on the under tail-coverts; under
wing-coverts dark blue; central tail feathers dark green, bluer at the tips, and
the outer ones medium blue, broadly tipped with wﬁitr. The temale is maimnly
brownish-olive, paler on the under surtace and tinged with a brighter green on
the checks and rump.  Young hens resemble their mother, while voung cocks
arc merely a much duller edition of their father, so their sexes can be told at a
glance as soon as they leave the nest.

Reedrumps inhabit Australia where they are common throughout Victoria,
MNew South Wales, and Southern Australia generally.  During the winter they
are said to be found in quite large Aocks which later separate for the breeding
season.  They are mcf'u;]lsirds as they eat and destroy the sceds of many noxious

lants and do no damage to crops or fruit orchards. Unfortunately their
Fwnuritc nesting sites in hollow trees are often purloined by the common
Starling which was so foolishly introduced into Australia,

T
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As no doubt is the case with many other aviculturists, the Redrump was the
first Parrakeet | ever kept, even BuJ’grn'gars coming later. I bought my first

air about 1916, They were kept in an aviary abour 12 feet long by 8 feet high
Ey 4 feet wide, roughly one-third of the toral length comsisting of an enclosed
shelter at one end, and some 3 feet of the roof of the fight adjoming the shelter
being covered with glass—a good idea in its way, as it provided an outdoor
shelter from the rain; but it must have been extremely hot for the birds during
summer !

I remember very well a nest box 1 gave them because 1 went to infinite

pains to make it myself. It consisted nls; box about 1 foot square by 2 feet
6 inches long, hung up horizontally, the entrance hole being at one end and
at the other a wooden cash bow! which I had seen recommended as 2 suitable
receptable for the eggs. The fixing of this bowl caused me a good deal of
difficuley, but c!-'cntug:ﬁy I made a Faﬁc bottom to the box with a hole in it into
which the bowl was lowered and fixed. In this box they reared numerous
Families.
Redrumps are certainly the birds for anyone who may be thinking of
going in for Parrakeets.  Indeed, although 1 have never l:ri::cr it, I believe they
can Ec bred in a cage, as | seem to remember reading of a Mr. Savage, of
Rouen, who many years ago successfully bred them in a large box cage. They
are excellent parents and a good breeding pair can usually be counted on to rear
from eight to ten young ones in two broods during a single scason.

The ideal nest box for the species is one about 10 inches square by 18 inches
deep, with a hole near the top and half a coconut husk fixed in the bottom, or.
alternatively, it may have a filling of about four inches of decayed wood.

Redrumps are very simple to feed. They should be given canary with the
addition of groats in moderation, hemp and sunflower, the last two b':‘i;lf
increased when they have young in the nest.  They are fond of greenfood,
and while they appreciate groundsel, chickweed, flowering grass, etc., they
will rear perfectly good young ones on seed and spinach gn:t alone. Most
pairs appreciate a small picce of apple pushed through the wire netting, but fruit
15 not essential for them.

After the young ones are fledged they should, of course, be left with their
parents for at least a further fortight, and even if the hen goes to nest again
at ance, as she usually does, the cock will continue to feed them until they can
fend for themselves.  This, of course, applies not only to Redrumps but to all
other Parrakeets.

There is, nowadays, a yellow variety of the Redrump which 1 urigina]]i
pruﬁaga:rd at Keston. The male is a pastel edition of an ordinar
Redrump, although the red of the rump retains its depth of colour and brilliance.
In appearance it s perhaps best described as bearing the same relationship
to an ordinary Redrump as the Silver Zebra does to the common form.

The hen Yellow Redrump, on the other hand, is entirely creamy-yellow,
which is a great improvement on the normal muddy brownish-green. Yellow
Redrumps breed true to colour. It is interesting to note that one of our
yellow hens, which was for two years a normal Yellow except for a few red
feathers on the rump, moulted out during 1951 with all her plumage spotted
with red feathers, particularly on the wings. Possibly, by line-breeding, that
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is to say, by mating her to one of her sons, one may eventually produce an
all red Redrump. 1 may say that it was because she had a few red rump
feathers that I originally kept this hen, although it never occurred to me that
at the end of three years her appearance would change so completely.

Yellow Redrumps are now widely kept and bred, and as they are all
directly descended from one bird, 1 think a short account of how I originally
propagated them may be of interest.

In the carly nineteen-thirties the late Duke of Bedford lent us for breeding
purposes a hen Yellow Redrump (presumably a “ sport ™ wild-caught in
Australia) which, as far as 1 know, was unique even in its own country, and
was certainly the first ever to be imported to Europe. [ mated this hen to
an ordinary green cock and, much to my surprise, instead of their aviary being
des ed ya thunderbolt or blown away by a hurricane, the pair were per-
mitted to survive, and the following spring successfully reared ten fine young
ones in two nests, all greens, of course, a.mfb an incredible piece of luck the
were five cocks and five hens. I mated these, brother to sister, and their bmod);
contained several yellow hens, exactly like their grandmother. It was,
however, emly when | mated the original yellow hen to one of her sons that a
yellow cock was at last produced, showing that this s a case of sex-linked
inheritance.

It is, of course, only by systematic breeding in aviaries that such colour
varietics can be perpetuated.  Redrumps have hybridised with other Parra-
keets, and 1 myself have bred hybrids between this species and the Stanley,
the Hooded and the Mealy Rumrla.

Incidentally, Redrumps make excellent foster-parents for rarer Parrakeets,
and a pair we had before the war reared three of the finest young Princess of
Wales' Parrakeets 1 have ever scen.  In addition they have the asset, which is
rather rare m the Parrot family, namely, very melodious warbling voices.
A cock 1 have at the moment has a particularly varied selection of notes which
it would be no exaggeration to describe as a song.

/&u?n och p arrakeel

(Psittacula krameri manillensis)

HE Green Indian Ringneck is one of the commonest birds in its native land

where it is frequently aken from the nest and hand-reared as a cage pet.

Though lpumsin no particularly bright colours it is a beautiful bird with a
notably slim and cig:.nt figure.

The main body colour 1s apple green, darkest on the wings and wil. A
curved double band, of which the upper half is black and tﬁ: lower pink,
runs from the base of the lower mandible and round the back of the neck thus
forming an mcomplete collar, and it is from this that the Ringneck takes its
name. The green 1s brightest about the head, the back of which is inged with
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blue, while the bill is red shading into blackish at the tp.  The total length is
about 17 inches, much of which is accounted for by the lnng taperin tail.

Ringnecks are easy birds 1o sex as the hen lacks the pink and lﬁa-:k neck-
ring. Immature birds resemble their mother, and full adult plumage is not
attained until the second complete moult.  They inhabit India, Ceylon and
part of Burma,

There is also an African race of the Ringneck which differs little from the
Indian one, except that it has the head onged with mauve instead of blue, is
a slightly smaller bird, and has a blackish beak merely tinged with pink at the
base, It is rarely seen in aviarics in this country.

Ome very interesting thing about Indian Ringnecks is that there are colour
varieties which—unlike those of Budgerigars—have apparenty evolved them-
sclves in a wild state. A friend of mine who was stan in India in the
army during World War 11 told me of a nest in a tree i their compound in
which he, being a keen avicultunst, naturally took great interest.  When the
four young ones eventually fledged, three were ordinary green ones but the
fourth was a blue.

The Blue variety is a very beautiful bird indeed, though it is not by any
means the vivid sky-blue of a Blue Budgerigar, being more of a soft powder
blue, darkest on the wings and tail and with a black and white neck-ring.  The
shade of blue is, in fact, as one would expect, much the same as that of Mr.
Ezra's famous pre-war strain of Blue Alexandrine Parrakeets.

I believe one of the Indian Maharajahs had a pair of Blue Ringnecks before
the war, which he kept—so legend has it—in a cage made of pure gold.  There
were no breeding Facilities 5thnu h doubtless the birds themselves would
have appreciated these more than :IE';K: golden cage! Tt is said that efforts were
made by wealthy European aviculturists to induce him to parc with these
treasures, but while money meant little to the Maharajah, this partcular pair of
birds apparently ineant much, although he had no intention of breeding from
them.  And so the pair of Blue Ringnecks remained, | believe, in India.

The late Duke of Bedford had the first pair of Blue Ringnecks ever to be
imported into this country, and did extremely well with them, brecding a
number of excellent young ones.  On his death they passed into my care, and
I have a nest of young ones as | write.  Some colour sports are none too good
sPcciun:ns, but these, in addition o their great beauty, are an exceprionally
fine pair of Ringnecks, as such,

The cock, the Duke noted, is an uncertain-tempered bird, being inelined
to attack his newly-fledged ymm{;; ones.  Out of the breeding season, he is
also bad-tempered with his wife, lunging at her if she tries to sit on the same
perch,  In this he s quite cxcrptirmu{l as it is wsually the hen Ringnecks that
are short-tempered.

The next Ringneck colour sport to appear will presumably be an Albino.

The other colour variety of the Ringneck is the Lutino. 1 must confess |
had always looked upon this as a fairly modern invention like Lutino Budgeri-
gars until, on re-reading Greene’s ** Parrots in Capavity ” I found, much o
my surprise, that it was already in existence so far back as in the eighteen-
seventies, though only, 1 gather, as a much-prized bird in India. 1t is of greac
beauty, the green of the normal bird being replaced by a rich clear buttercup
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yellow, while the pink and black neck-ring is retained and the eyes, of course,
are pink, as in all Lutinos.

I have alwavs tried to maintain a breeding stock of these lovely Parrakeets,
and in one of the best scasons a Green hen mated to a Lutino m-.'{{ reared two
Greens and one Lutino, while a Lutino hen mated to a Lutino-bred cock reared
three Lutinos and two Greens,

On one occasion | tried a Lutino cock mated to a Lutino hen, and though
they at first bred fairly successfully, rearing three Lutinos their first year
together, subsequent broods were smaller cach season until eventually they
became unproductive. 1 then decided to try a change of parmers, mating the
hen Lutino to a Lutino-bred cock, and the Lutine cock to an ordinary Green
hen. The result of this swapping of husbands was all that could be desired,
and both pairs bred most satisfactorily.  The Lutino hen did particularly well
one season, producing a fine brood of three Lutinos and two Greens. At the
time of writmg, 1 have a pair of Lutinos which produce good young ones.

Male Ringnecks have a most quaint courting display, drawing cheir plumage
very tight and squirming about in the oddest positions, one of these bemg with
head low down while glancing coyly upwards at the hen.  The following
extraordinary action which T have observed on several occasions takes place
when a male Ringneck is feeding his wife. Letting go of the perch with the
foot necarest to her, he proceeds to tap smartly three umes with, as it were, his
open palm, on the perch before each feed. The resultis a sort of One . . . two

. three . . . go! One ... two...three. .. gol, the hen, mean-
while, looking anxious lest she should not be ready at the right moment!

Ringnecks are hardy birds, but it is most important that they should be
shut in their shelter each night during the winter months as their feet,
particularly those of Lutinos, are apt to get frostbitten in spells of hard weather
if they are allowed to sit about in the carly moring on frost-rimed perches.
Such hard spells, however, are usually sunny during the day and I never have
the Ringnecks let out into their Hights until the sun has been up long enough
tor thaw the rime from the perches.

They will live and breed well in aviarics of quite moderate dimensions, of an
overall length of, say, 15 to 18 feet, but of course the larger the aviary you can
give them the more you will be able to appreciate their marvellous powers of
Hight. At liberty 1 know of few other Parrakeets which indulge in such
wonderful aerial displays.

Lord Tavistock, writng of these Parrakeets in his book ™ Parrots and
Parrot-like Birds,” said that they are extremely destructive to any unpro-
tected woodwork in their aviary, but 1 have found that their destructiveness is
confined chiefly to chewing up their perches, which have to be frequendy
renewed.

Before the war | used to give Ringnecks nest boxes of the grandfather clock
type to breed in.  These, however, are somewhat unwieldy contraptions to
set up and get in and out of an aviary, so I decided to try them in boxes hung
up in the usual way on the front of the shelter under overhead cover.  In these
they have reared broods whose guality could hardly be bettered.

As | think they dislike shallow boxes 1 have them made about 10 inches
square by 3 feet deep with a filling of about 6 inches of decayed wood for the
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hen to bite up to form a depression for the egps.  Itis important that the wood
should not be wo decayed and soft or she will reduce it to the consistency of
sawdust, and the eggs are liable to become buried in it.

They are usually early breeders and may be given their nest boxes in March.
In this respect they need rather careful watching because if a hen in breeding
condition is left wo long without a box she is quite capable of scalping her
hushand, presumably holding him responsible for fai ing to provide her
with one!

Ringnecks should be fed on canary, groas, sunflower and monkey nuts
with a little hemp, the amount of which can be increased when they are rearing
abrood. At such a time it is a good plan to give them a morning and evenin
feed of bread soaked in sweetened watered milk.  As greenfood they should be
given seakale beet and this should be picked with as much as possible of the
Heshy stalk which they will cat before starting on the leaves, They are also
very fond of apples.

Ringnecks make charming pets if tamed when young, and they will some-
times learn to talk a litle.  For this purpose young cocks are much preferable
to hens as they are better-tempered, make better talkers and become more
attached to their owner. They are very mtelligent birds, and the Indian
natives teach them to do all manner of complicated tricks.  One of the most
famous and adept of these performing Ringnecks was owned by the President
of the Avicultural Society, Mr, Ezra.

One of its numerous tricks was to pick out a particular card in a pack.
The cards were laid out separately face-downwards in a row on a table, and his
owner would then name a card and tell the bird to pick it up. The Ringneck
would then walk along beside the row of cards, his owner meanwhile placing
his hands on the table. The way the trick was done, [ believe, was that when
the bird came to the right card, his owner would slightly move one thumb,
which would pass unnoticed by the spectators, but not by the Ringneck, as
it was the signal for him to pick up in his beak that particular card !

’9 ock gmd:ﬁ p arrakeel

(Neophema petrophila)

| MUST confess that of all the Grass Parrakeets this is the only one about

which [ have never been able to work up much enthusiasm.  The male Rock
Grass is dull brownish-olive, yellowish on the abdomen and under tail-coverts,

e lower edge of the wing is dark blue outlined at the top with a pale greeny-
blue, and the frontal bang is of the same two colours; outer tail feathers
are yellow, the two central ones being dull bluish-green.

The colours of the female are rather duller than thase of the male, in fact,
the difference between the sexes is much the same as in the Elegant, the relative
they most nearly resemble, but, of course, with the lovely golden-green of the
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latter’s plumage replaced by a muddy olive colour and the turquonse blue areas
by dull greeny-blue.

" Rock Grass Parrakcets inhabit the coastal areas of South and Western
Australia, and perhaps the most interesting thing about them is the strking
difference in their habits and habitat from those of all the other Grass Parrakeets,
which are inland birds mostly frequenting tree-studded grasslands, whereas
R.ock Grass Pl'*.'t.l'.‘r the company of sea 1'_|'|:|'|.|$. and are I;.Illl!h.i o ETFL'L"IP'iI.lHl‘i cliffs
n.llj'l:_‘r.'["_\' fac g the sea, and on small rm:L} islands off the coast.

Apparently they never nest in holes in decayed limbs of trees as most
Parrakeets do, but instead lay their eggs, as do our coastal Jackdaws, in suitable
cavities in the clificface, or under the shelter of overhanging boulders on the
shores of the roc E}' islands l:]h':.' !-IL"-LHL'HL'.

Incidentally their dull colours are probably a considerable protection to
them in their (for a Parrakeet) very unusual habitat and must make them
difficult to sece among the greenish-grey of rocks, whereas if they were the
bright grass green of a Splendid or Turquoisine, they would provide a sittng
target for Hawks and other birds of prey.

My experience of keeping the Rock Grass is confined to a pair we had
before the war.  They were fat birds when received, and as they took a mini-
mum of exercise in their outdoor aviary it is hardly surprising that, despite
a frugal dict of canary and millet, they soon became fatter still.  Of course,
they may have been an old pair which had already spent many years in an
Australian aviary before being sent to this country.

At any rate, the net result was that the corpulent couple eventually, and
rather surprisingly, came into brecding condition and disported themselves
in the flight, which brought on such palpitations that I thought at any moment
one or I"l'l.'l[!'i of them would LlH"P d..'_'“_l of ;|F'|n|.1p|;¢;-$ Y. However, |.|!L‘!}- survived
these unwise exertions, and the hen, to my astonishment, even took to the
nest box and was safely delivered of a full clutch of eggs!

After watce I““H the cock puf-}'mg and h]u_:win!: about the aviary, I never had
much hope of any of the eggs being ferule—nor were they. 1 was, however,
interested to see how willingly the hen took to an ordinary Parrakect nest box,
as [ |:hn|,1ght it quite }11135iblc that she would refuse to g0 to nest at all unless
provided with some semblance of her natural nesting site, such as rocks and
boulders on the ground.

Rock Grass Parrakeers should be fed like other Grass Parrakeets, except
that all such fattening seeds as hemp, sunflower and groats should be r:ntirclly
omitted from their diet. It might even be safest to feed them on nothing but
canary and millet, together with a liberal supply of greenfood. They have
been bred in confinement in Australia, but even there it seems to be the excep-
tion rather than the rule for the eggs to be fertile.

The only instance of their having been bred in Europe is one recorded by
Dr. Russ in Germany dur g the l;.‘l!_'\l]!h‘l.‘l!—h{"l.-'l."I]E!l..‘\ when he :Ipi!'.l.:rl:ntl}' bred
them—of all improbable places—on the floor of a flight cage! Possibly he
"!'“'“'F""j to get hold of a pair that were young and slim. In any case he was
most fortunate to get fertile eggs in a cage from a species that is notoriously
infertle even in an aviary,

I expeet that Rock Grass Parrakeets would prove as hardy as Elegants.
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(Polytelis anthopeplus)

HE Rock Peplar, from South and South-west Australia, Victoria and the
interior of New South Wales, has never been very popular with avicul-

Lurists, | abably because its I."I.II'.II 1re lacks anv very brlliant colours, though

I must say I always think a male in perfect condition
vellower race—is a very handsome bird indeed
|

Fhe male is Pale "\-'L'l! ¥V "-'-!'l'l ] I. 1L I cnish o

particularly one of the

{ -, this being darker and of
I.. k".“. LL "'r -.l'll [ I‘ []h\_ |||.|l'||_lL _ll'.\:l HL._l'I\l'llll':‘i
are bluish-green, while the greater upper wing-coverts and primary

A '|'-"'iL"'||'LI.' |l|.I|.' on the crown

COVETES
are darker steel blue and the inner ones ruby red with yellow tips. The outer
webs of the ”1:_‘1'1- are dark steel blue, as also s the upper surface of the |nn!_-
tail The beak is red The wotal lenath of the bird is a licde over 16 inches
It has a rather more stocky and less sercamlined figure than its very elegant
relative the Barraband's
Females are simalar exce

ot that the male’s vellow areas are H'l.‘l.l-.l.'-.l by
olive-green, with the il feathers dark greenish-bronze, broadly bordered
with salmon pink on the undersides. 1t is the il chat proves the surest method
|‘-|.*-."\li'-5_‘ adule Rock Peplars

Some cocks have almost the same olive—green
hue as hens, but in what 15 much the loveliest race, the vellow body-colour,
with only the

faintest tinge of green in 1t, makes a lovely contrast o the steel
blue and ruby red in the wings and tail. Young birds resemble their mothes

but the vellow, F'.l!!ll.'.lI.:I!'-. im the case of voung cocks, soon starts to show

| r|'| ll"ll. l".|l'-\.' Ll‘]l‘lll.
Although Rock Peplars, particularly hand-reared speamens, ame easily
I do not like to sce them iu cages, as thev are such a joy o watch on the wing,
I'heir aviaries should, theretore, always be as large as possible, length, of course,
being of more importance than breadeh

Before the war we used to house our Rock Peplars in aviaries with fighes
ihout 25 feet long by 7 feet high by 5 feer wide, and in these they bred quite
satistactorily.  Their nest box should be cither of the grandfather clock or
hang-up type and should have the usual filling of decayed wood.  Th y should
be fed on a mixture of canary, sunflower, monkey nuts and hemp, the latter
|.l|'II'|E_‘ mecreased when they have yvoung m the nest lhev are very fond of

seakale beet and apple Hardy birds, they need no arttfhicaal heat i winter.
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(Kakatoe roseicapilla)

NOWN in its native country of Australia as the Galah, the Roseate is

much the commonest of the Cockatoos, and before the Parrot ban came
into foree, hundreds of these birds used to be imported annually, and being
then of little value they did not, to say the least, receive " priority treatment ™
at the hands of some of the dealers. 1 was always sorry for the wretched
creatures herded together as they often were in cages of quite inadequate size
under indescribably filthy condinions.

Roseate Cockatoos are really too well known to need a detailed description,
so 1 think it will suffice to give a general idea of the bird's appearance. The
whole of the upper parts are silwry—grclz: the helmet-shaped crest is a mixture
of pink and white, the breast and underparts being mamly a deeper pink—
very much the colour of strawberrics and cream.  Len th is just over 14 inches.

Both sexes are alike except for the eyes, the iris uFthc male being so dark
as to make his cyes appear almost black, while those of the hen are of a pinky
fawn colour. Her crest, too, is less white and more suffused with pink than that
of the male. Thus adult specimens are perfectly casy to sex. When first
Hcdgq_-d, young ones have all the colours rather paler an duller, the pink of the
bireast having a pale grevish tinge and the crest being less well-developed. At
this age the male’s crest has a pink suffusion while that of the female is grevish,

There is a very beautiful mutation of the Roscate which differs from the
common form in having all the grey areas of the plumage snow=-white. The
pin]n arcas are retained and appear w be of a deeper richer shade—possibly
n contrast to the dazeling white of the rest of the plumage.

These lovely * sports ' are rare, and the only ones 1 have ever seen were in
the late Duke of Bedford's collection.  He lent me a cock for breeding pur-

ses before the war.  Unforumately, however, like so many abnormally-
coloured birds, he proved useless as a breeder, merely regarding his wife's eggs
as toothsome morsels obligingly provided for his breakfast! The white strain
has yet to be established, and it is greatly to be hoped that one day this will be
achieved.

Roscate Cockatoos are found practically everywhere mland in Australia,
but they do not frequent the coastal areas. They are said to congregate in
large flocks in winter which separate and pair off at the beginning of the breed-
ing season. They are held in abominanon by Australian farmers owing to
their habit of raiding ficlds of ripening grain. They are also, 1 believe, extremely
difficult to shoot becavse, when engaged in foraging, they make a practice of
taking turns as sentry in the nearest isolated tree, so that the temporary, as
it were, ' firc=watcher ™ can raise the alarm at the approach of the man with
a gun,

While, of course, one cannot but sympathise with the Australian farmers,
the method they have, 1 believe, adopted for the wholesale destruction of
Ilmcatrﬁ—mmrry the poisoning of the water-holes at which they drink—has
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The Roseate is the commonest of Australian Cockatoos

inevitably had Lll']1|ur.|1‘llr results.  In the drier parts of Australia the birds for
miles around habitually assemble in the morning and evening to drink ar one
of these water-holes, and if the water has been poisoned the fearful slaughter
that must ensue among the bird sopulation of the district can be imagined.

I d'..ﬂli never h\rj_ti.‘r an .'!'I.'I.I"tl.?lh.lh |:|_-||||1-.r:-_ e huw, On one occasion, as [“_.
approached a field close to a water-hole he was astonished to see that, from a
distance, it ,I.l."l."t'.lrt‘l.l to be dotted with purple and vellow crocuses, bur that
as he got closer he realised that II"II."!.' were hundreds of ]1.1|-.'n|:1;~|,{ Gouldian
Finches |‘_(il|!_f_ dead on their backs.

Another Australian—not, [ need hardly say, a farmer '—told me of what he
considered to be one of the loveliest sights in nature, namely, a vast flock of
Galahs turning and wheeling against a stormy sky, at one moment almost
invisible with the grey of their backs merging with the dark grey background
of clouds, and the next a wondrous transformation as the whole Aock wheeled
in unison, suddenly revealing the glorious rosy pink fush of their breasts.

Rooseates, if taken young enough, that is to say .mhurtl!_.' after they leave the
nest, often make charming and affectionate pets and will learn to talk a litde,
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Their nosiness is merely due to a passing mood of cheerful exuberance which
overcomes them nu Fning and CVEnIng, causing them to v.prmd their FLoman
helmet-shaped crests and give vent o cheerful cries which might, while they
Lu[_ be a bat OVETPOWETINE 1IN i st'[Lng rORIn, but arc, o my Illit1lj. a gay and
pleasant sound out of doors,

This morning and evening chorus, however, does not last long, and 1 do
not consider that at other times they can be considered unduly noisy for
Cockatoos, although if an enemy, fancied or real, s sighted, they spread their
wings, raise their crests and kick up a truly hideous din which uvsually has the
desired effect of making the intruder beat a hasty retreat.  This, [ am con-
vinced, they [h|,11'n|.|!1'|:[:.,' cnjoy doing, and it is amusing to watch them with our
farm cat who never takes any notice of the birds, but spends her time quictly,
and very L'Hl‘l'fi\'L‘l}'. MOusing round the aviaries. We have had her for about
three years, and all the other birds have long ago got used o her, but if she
ventures anywhere near the Roseates’ aviary she is greeted by a din as if all
hell were let loose, and hurries away with fattened ears as much as wo say " 1
can't bear it; | simply can’t ! and the Roscates, highly delighted, give a few
triumphant ear-splitting screams to speed her on her way!

Roseate Cockatoos have a most amusing display and go through the
quaintest antics when first given a nest box.  Usually the cock takes the lead
and flies on to the alightung platform beside the entrance hole.  After he has
peered gingerly inside to make sure that there are no lurking dangers such as
venomous snakes within, he invites the hen to come and sit beside him.  They
then both squat rather low and do a kind of nautical roll by thythmically lifting
up first one foot and then the other.  All this is accompamed by rapid clicking,
mbbling noises with the beak, which Roseates always do when fecling affec-
tionate, and at the same time they periodically glance coyly at each other and
swreen each other’s crests or—as it has been aptly described: ™ do each other's
L.lir 1

At frequent intervals during this session of squirnungs, nibblings and
caresses, the partners will change places, which is a laborious and difficult
manceuvre when two large l‘lir:i:. are seated side by side on a small wooden
platform.  But the hazards entailed always scem to add rather than detract
from the pleasure, and it is fair to say | have never yet scen one actually fall off!

Adult Roscate Cockatoos are excessively hardy ereatures, so it is quite
UNNECessary for thclr .n'i.lr}' to have an enclosed wooden !ihi.‘ttl.‘l'. which in any
case they would lose no time in biting completely to pieces.  All they need 1s
an aviary § feet wide by 7 feet high by about 18 feet long, the North-facing
end of which has the back, top, and sides boarded over, outside the wire netting
(so that they cannot bite the wood), for about one-third of the length of the
aviary; and it is, of course, in this sheltered part that the nest box should be tlltlig.

The aviary should be covered with the strongest gauge inch mesh netting,
and if the framework is of wood the netting should be nailed on to the ir!sif{‘r
of the wood instead of the outside as in an ordinary aviary, as this makes it
impossible for them to bite it to pieces,

Ordinary perches are quickly reduced 1o something closely resembling a
heap of sawdust, after which you find them clinging to ttu wire with reproach-
ful expressions as much as to say: ™ You might ar least provide us with a perch
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to sit on! ™ 1 have found that the only }'lrl]'l that will reallyv resist their beaks
is one made from that hardest of woods, teak: oak will also hold out for some
time, It 15 important to remember, however, thar this }'L':!wtn.d whittling
away at their perches is not just wanton destruction but a natural method of
exercising their beaks, so although the main ]w:uh-."‘ should be of hard wood,
a natural branch or perches of softer wood should periodically be provided for
their exercise and amusement.

To provide them with an ordinary wooden nest box is quite useless, as there
will soon be |1L1Ih1|1_s.{ left of it. 1 find that the best nest box for them is a sort of
irmonr=-plated one; that is to say, a box made of the thickest wood available
and comp |I.'II.'§"|-' covered on the outside with sheet zine. A smuall quantity of
the usual dec |'=u|= wood filling can be put in, lll--uL 1 actually this 1s hardly
necessary as the amount of whittling they will do to the wooden interior of
the box will soon provide a cradle several inches deep for the eggs to rest on.

All 1 have said with regard to the destructiveness of Pooscates applies, of
course, to most other Cockatoos as well, so unless one wants a c: ured pet only,
one must be prepared to mve them rather specially-constru ted aviaries and
nest boxes, which to my mind—considering their charm and beauty—is well
worth the trouble.

Roseate Cockatoos are good breeders and excellent parents, though in mvy
experience they do not go in for large broods, and a nest of two or three
such as our pair usually rear—can be ¢ onsidered quite satisfactory,

I have bred these Cockatoos regularly for a number of years, and one broad
in particulas prove d so tame that it was hard to part with them. They would
fly to the front of the aviary as 1 approached and delighted in gently nibbling
my hngers and exploring them with their soft rubbery tongues; and they
much enjoyed having their juvenile crests stroked

These birds should be fed on canary, sunflower, and monkey nues, with a
limited quantity of hemp, which can be increased during the breeding season.
They are very fond of sweetened bread and milk, and this is a |:1.|r|:nuLLT|y
valuable food when they are rearing young.

They arc L'\.Hf.lnll'n.' fond of all kinds of L:urllun vls !‘.u.luuhrh seakale
beer, and almost more than .nnl:|1mt else they lowe the 'I|-.nu rs of clover. Qur
breeding pair take singularly little interest in fruoit, refusing to be tempted by
even the sweetest of ripe apples, though this is probably exceptional

/{:}HJ f’/[ﬂ' /")ﬂ! rra J{*ﬂ‘f

(Platycercus eximius)

HE Common or Red Rosella, from Queensland, New South Wales,

Victoria and Tasmania, is the best known and most widely ke pt of all the

lE:nln.lln'I-., and Parrakeet breeders ||u.|1'||\ start oft by keeping ¢ ather this Species
t the Redrump, which is discussed on page 211,
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The male has the head, neck, bib and under tail-coverts bright vermilion;
cheek patches white, sometimes faintly tinged with blue. The back is green
and the feathers of the mantle are black, broadly bordered with pale yellowish-
green, yellowest near the neck; lower breast and abdomen are yellow and
greenish near the thighs. The inner, lesser and median upper wing-coverts are
black and the outer wing-coverts and the bend of the wing turquoise blue.
The flight feathers are dusky merging into dark blue at the outer edges. The
central tail feathers are bluish-green and the outer ones are various shades of
blue merging into white at the tips. Length is rather over 12 inches.

[ The ale resembles the male, but Ecr colours, particularly in the case of
thé red areas, are usually paler and her head is rounder and less massive than that
of the cock.  Hen Roscllas vary considerably as to the brightness or otherwise
of the red dreas in their plumage, some being almost as Erightiy coloured as
cocks. Young Rosellas arc paler editions of their mother, young males
being, in the red areas of their plumage, rather more brightly coloured than
young females, They are not always casy to sex, but the shape of the head 1s
the best guide.

There is a particularly brilliant race of this bird, known as the Golden-
mantled Rosella, inhabiting a restricted area north of the Darling Downs,
in which the red areas are bright scarlet rather than vermilion, the yellow areas
a deeper vellow, and the black feathers of the mantle bordered with pure orange
instead of greenish-yellow, T have given up breeding the ordinary Rosella in
favour of the more brilliantly-coloured Golden-mantled for which there is,
naturally, much greater demand.

Rosellas are perhaps the most brillianty-coloured of all Parrakeets.  They
may even seem a little too garish for some tastes, and although I myself prefer
the Many-coloured Parrakeet, it is really the Rosella that should have been
given its name,

Rosellas are quite as pugnacious as the other members of their family,
and a breeding pair must always have an aviary to themselves. A male flufts
up his head feathers and wags his tail from side to side if he sights a rival,
and also does much the same Sﬁng. though nat quite so whole-heartedly, when
his wife is first given a nest box. Thisﬁmx should be about 10 inches square
by 20 inches deep and can either have a half coconut husk fixed in the bottom
or a filling of about 4 inches of decayed wood. It should be hung up under
overhead cover in the flight about the last week in March or the beginning
of April.

FI;mI for Rosellas should consist of a mixture of canary, oats or groats,
monkey nuts, sunflower and hemp.  Supplies of the last two seeds can be
considerably increased when there are young in the nest.  They are very fomd
of apple and greenfood, particularly spinach beet.

After they fledge, the young ones should be left with their parents for about
a formight, or until they can ced themselves.  Careful watch, however, must
be kept at this stage because if thc}' are left too hmg. the parcnts will turn and
kill them, and this applies to most Parrakeets, though more particularly to
the Broadeails.

Rosellas have hybridised with many other Parrakeets, and I myself have
crossed them with Mealy Rosellas and Brown's, the latter cross being of
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extreme beauty. Rosellas are not really suited to cage life, nor easily
tamed, but a Emir are most atteactive and they are free breeders in an aviary.,
Although hardy, they should be shut into the aviary shelter for winter nights.

Saliin’ ' Anaron pamf

{Amazona autumnalis salvini)

THiS is a rarely imported and a very delicately-coloured Amazon.  The
general body colour is a soft green with a greyish unge, merging into
brighter green on the throat and checks, and the feathers of the mantle, if closely
examined will be seen to be bordered with grey. The feathers of the crown
are a delicate lavender-mauve, those of the hind-neck being green broadly
bordered with lavender and minutely edged with dark . The forchead
and area between the beak and eye are rose-red, this b:ingr:{w the colour of
the eye which is encircled by a patch of bare white skin. The wing-bar is red
and the secondaries show blue and green as well.  Tail feathers are green,
palest at the tips and with a patch ntg bright red near the base. The beak is
whitish-brown. Length is about 14 inches.

The sexes are said to be alike exceprt that the female lacks the red in the tail.

Salvin's Amazon inhabits tropical South America. This description is
from a specimen in my possession which, from the way she crouches on the
perch, is quite obviously a hen.  As there was no chance of getting a husband
of her own kind for her, 1 put her with a young male Blue-fronted Amazon.

She 15 a very tame and sweet bird indeed and loves being made a fuss of,
Evenwhen 1 had had her only a short time, she greeted me from quite a distance
with a wonderful medley of whistlings and chortlings when she saw me
approaching her aviary. Her food 1s the same as that of a Blue-front and she
likes, every few days, a small piece of bread which has been soaked in sweetened
watered milk, and spinach beet also appeals to her. At first she was not ae all
keen on apple but eventually become as fond of it as are most Parrots, AkhﬂuEh
she cannot be said to be a talented talker, as her sole accomplishments in this
direction are to say " Hullo” and * Come on” rather hurriedly and in-
distinctly, she whist{cs two short tunes very nicely.

.S:w egaf p arrol

(Poicephalus senegalus)

AS anybody who has kept one will agree, there are few more enviable
possessions than a really tame Senegal Parrot, part of their charm being
the fact that they are true miniature Parrots, only about g inches long.
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Although not usually a particularly gifted talker, the Senegal Parrot makes a
delightful and affectionate pet with its colowring of green, grey and orange

The Sencgal is green with a silvery=grey head, the lower breast and abdomen
being orange-yellow and the flights almost black with a green tinge to the
outer webs, The beak is silvery shading to black at the tip, and the short tail,
which when the bird is in repose 1s completely concealed by the noticeably
long wings, 1s dark brownish-green

:I]it"_\' are fairly easy to scx, particularly when several are scen together, as
the cock’s head is rather darker grey and more massive-lookmg than the hen's,
and his lower breast and abdomen more orange and less yellow. A young
‘\L'nr.'_u.a' can .I]"-'\.'.i‘_.'\ be rec L'\_\_,’l'lt.\L'l.‘i as 15 also the case with the well-known
African Grey Parrotr—by the dark grey ins which later changes to creamy-
yellow when the bird becomes adult. .

Senegals come from Africa, being inhabitants of Gambia, and most of those
-.g]gi.'-!; qu{-d (5] n-_..-]] 1_|:-|-|4. ,_'..'n.u“tr'.. Were [.|i:_|_':'| !'-ru!lll. 1|1|.' nost ||”L! ]!.I.I?u{—!l'l.‘.'lrl.'l.{
by the natives. They had a good start, therefore, as pet birds and the most
critical i'-l.':lﬂd was when they had to be weaned from the boiled white maize
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:md which they had been reared and brought over to a normal diet of seeds
and frui,

As a schoolboy one of the first things 1 used to look forward to when 1
came home for the holidays was a visit to the livestock departments of the
various big London stores. 1 always used to pester my mother until she ok
me to the one which was my favourite and where 1. or rather my mother,
bought most of my birds.

One day, when I was about fourteen, we paid our usual visit to this store
and I could not be dragged away from a ca containing four young Senegal
Parrots which, we were told, had been brought over by a sailor. They were in
nestling plumage with the limpid dark eyes that give young Parrots such an
innocent a p:.-.:fi‘:-.g expression.  One of them seemed particularly appealing
to me, and after a rather half-hearted token opposition from my umtE: we
bought it together with a suitable . latter was not an ordinary
square Parrot cage, but an all-wire muf:ﬁur_ 2 feet long which seemed to me a
better proposition for such a small Parrot as it could have two perches, one at
each end.

I had not quite realised what 1 had let myself in for, as young Senegals
imported on boiled maize are Just as tricky a proposition to acclimatise and
wean on to a more suitable diet as nestling Greys similarly fed. My lietle
Senegal, however, pulled through and lived for no fewer than Twenty-one
VEArs in my possession.

Polly was one of the tamest and swectest things 1 have ever possessed.
She would lie motionless on her back in my hand and would even allow me
to put her head in my mouth, always accom anying the latter performance I:Jp
awed clucking noises as much as to say " Well! ., . Well! . .. what asighe! "™
She talked a certain amount in her younger days, asking for sugar of which
incidentally she wasn't particularly fond, and c:ﬁing and whisthng the dogs
only to laugh derisively at them when they obediently appeared in the dining
room !

Several times 1 tried her at liberty but it was never a success. Although it
was obvious she had not the slightest desire to stray, she used to fly abour
getting graduvally higher and higher and usually ending up on the topmost

ranch of some tall tree from which she scemed quite unable to descend,
She would remain there saying * Come on Polly ™ until I climbed up and
retrieved her in my pocket, as | needed both hands to climb down with.

Indoors, however, she used to spend much more of her time out of her
cage than in it, and would fly after me from room to room, perching on my
shoulder or head. 1 have little doubt that the fact that her cage was her home
and not her prison—the reverse 'm afraid being true of all too many * pet ™
Parrots—was one of the chief causes of her longevity for so small a bird.

Towards the end of her life, when she was about cighteen years old, she
used to spend more and more of her time asleep, and Lﬁuu her cage door
remained open she preferred to sit quictly dozing on her perch. Finally, when
she Lvas twenty-one years old she had some sort of fit or scizure and died in
my hand.

TI never had any desire to replace her because to me she was irreplaceable,
but 1 have since had a pair of Senegal Parrots in an aviary. They were not



A litele bird of matchless brilliance and beauty, the Splendid
Grass Parrakeet |s ene of the rarer members of this family

The Elegant Grass Parrakeet lives up to its name It is a very
quiet lictle bird and is a willing though net a prolific breeder
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Lame, S0 nughr to have made IL-mu| breeders and 1 should have sand 1||'."j- WEre
a very obvious pair, yet, even so, over a period of two to three years, until 1
parted with them, they never showed the shghtest desire to breed.

Thev were fed on a mixture of canary seed, oats, sunflower sced and
rlmnl'nr!.: nuts, with a liedle !I-.'I'ni" and plrnl'. of .LH'-L' and _L-.!L'l.'r|1-n'u|, and were
very fond of the midribs of scakale bect. They !‘TU‘-L'L' ]u'rli'ul[\' |'|.an|_~.'.
WINLCring s cesstully in an outdoor aviary in a sheltered situanion, and being
shut into the shelter shed for the night during the winter months, '

My advice to anyone coming into possession of a young hand-reared
Senegal Parrot would be to mve it E_ru'-.'ht-n-.ld and plenty l.ﬂ'l::li"t' sweer apple,
and to wean it very gradually from a diet of boiled maize, bread and milk, ete.,
on to a normal seed diet.  Above all it should at firse be kept very warm.

.._.;;ﬁwr#d’ ( ;:'ﬂ_l.i /'/)ﬂi'l'ﬂ}:'f’t’f

{ Neophema splendida)

FEEL sure that those of my readers who have been fortunate enough o
l see this exquisite gem in the flesh will agree with mwe that 1t 1s one of the
loveliest little birds in the world.  But as it is difficult in any written description
to give an ..;]l-i]u,l:r; idea of its brilliance, 1 think a general description may
|_'-r|-1.'id;' a better picture of the hird than a more detailed one

The male has the UPPCT parts grass green with a face-mask of the Lln'x‘pwﬂ
shining *"F‘!"J““' blue which, round the beak, merges almost into black, and
at its outer edge into a le;-r blue and hl1.l|.|f; into green. he fight feathers
are almost black, and the lower L'L!!_"I.' of the wing 15 dark blue with a broad area
nf' ||_|r|_J||..||',;' hllll,' .|l|1a.|'l.'|_' [.]:I:' I.'i'llf'l'.l.l l.il.l r.l.'.:[]h'l'\ are Ll.l!l\. I"]:Ij':]'l-!,':il.'l.'rl .:Iln.l.
the outer ones mainly vellow.  The lower half of the breast and under surface
of the tail are vellow. The upper breast, apart from a few green feathers at
the sides, is brilliant scarler.

?\]~|L'|1L|JL1.~ VATY L'mhldt'l:mhtj.' as to the extent of this scarlet ]mh']!. and I don’t
think 1 have ever seen any two males r\'.u'ﬂ}' alike in this respect In old
coloured illustrations they are wsually portrayed with a neat round red patch
about the size of a half<crown piece, but actually the patch is never a clear—cut
circle, and it varies enormously in extent. Some of the males 1 have kept
have had only about one third of the breast scarlet: others about half.  One
example—the finest 1 have ever kept or seen— had the whole of the breast
brilliant scarlet, and as one at least ot his sons was I.'Lll].ll]"- magniticent, | think
there are probably two races of the bird, one of which maght well be called the
Scarlet=throated and the other the Scarlet-breasted Grass Parrakeet, the latter
being if anything the lovelier of the two. The female is green with pale blue on
the checks and forchead and at the lower edge of the wing.

It is a curious and rather interesting fact that while a cock .“P]{'H-_Hd 15 more
brilliantly coloured than a cock Turquoisine, the reverse is true in the case of

15
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their hens. A female Turquoising, though superficially like a female Splendid,
has much brighter colouring, both the green and particularly the blues in her
plumage being considerably deeper and richer in hue.

Young Splendids resemble the hen when they leave the nest, but the
blue areas of the young cocks are slightly brighter, particularly about the head,
and single scarlet fc::r.ﬁm start to appear on the upper breast, usually in the
late autumn of the year in which they were hatched.

The Splendid Grass Parrakeet inhabits New South Wales and Western
and Southern Australia, having been first described by Gould about 100 years
ago. Always rare, these m:tci]m little birds were for many years consi
practically extinct, the only record of their continued existence being that of a
pair which took refuge in the bamn of an Australian farmer during a thunder-
storm. It is said that he hastily fetched his gun and shot them to add succulence
to Sunday’s Parrakeet pic!

The Splendid seems always to have been considered a rare and local species
mn Australia, rcfcrring dry, scrubb}r country in the interior, where it 15 never
met with in Hocks, but usually in isolated pairs, which occasionally have their
voung ones with them. Tt is said to be an extremely shy bird, which is in
sharp contrast to its behaviour in an aviary, where it is one of the steadiest of
the Grass Parrakeets. .

The first Splendid to be kept m confinement appears to have been one
captured by a Mr. White about the year 1863, after which—except for the
barn :piso-:z.'- (and I don't know if or when this really took place)—there seems,
tor some unaccountable reason, to have been no further record of their existence
for rather more than 6o years, 5o it is only natural that they should have been
thought to be extinct.

There s, however, a record of two of these birds being received by the
London Zoo, | believe towards the end of the nineteenth century, but owing to
some muddle in the entry they were recorded as having not only been received,
but successfully bred as well, though this claim has since been discredited.

Actually Splendids were first Ei:u't:u.l in this country at Keston, and for this
achievement we were awarded the Avicultural Socety’s breeding medal in
193 5.

It was 1 think, in 1933 that 1 first beheld a pair of the fabulous Splendid
Grass Parrakeets in the flesh, an occasion which s likely to remain one of the
most thrilling moments of my avicultural career. The way this came about
was that the Australian Government had presented a pair o H.M. King
George V whose interest in foreign birds may have been inherited from his
grandfather, the Prince Consort, and was particularly exemplified by a tame
Roseate Cockatoo to which His Majesty was extremely attached.

I have been told that this bird would sometimes be sitting on the King's
arm or shoulder when he bade a guest goodbye at Sandringham, and also thar
it was slightly less popular with Queen Mary, as the King used to put it on a
towel rail in his dressing room while he was dressing for dinner and—as 1
can well imagine—the Cockatoo showed a tendency to chew up the towels.

To return to the pair of Splendids. They were looked after for the King
by Mrs. Featherstonhaugh, who, at that tme, lived at Royal Lodge, Windsor
Great Park, and it was sﬁr. who by asking me to go over and advise as to their

P
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housing and treatment, afforded me my first and never-to-be-forgotten sight
of these wonderful little Parrakeets, which turned out to be far more brilliantdy
coloured than 1 had even imagined from reading descriptions and seeing
coloured plates of them.,

Shortly after this, the late Duke of Bedford obtained a pair which he very
kindly sent to Keston.  Incidentally, the male of this pair was the particularly
lovely bird already referred to, with the whole of the breast scarlet.

They arrived at Keston in the autumn of 1931 and spent the winter in an
outdoor aviary with a heated shelter, and although 1 dimﬂccd in breeding
them for the first ime in Europe the following year, it was rhapﬁ only
natural that being so rare, beautiful and precious, as well as the ou?; pair in the
country, except those belonging to the King, they should have had to endure
more than their fair share of the * slings and arrows of outrageous fortune.”
In fact, the thing that astonished me most, was that X, Old Nick,—or whatever
you like to call ﬁim_—d.id not contrive to dispose of one or both of the Splendids
before the breeding season started !

April came round and they were given a box and went to nest at once, and
soom the hen was incubating seven eggs. What, T wondered, thpcns now?
I was not left wondering for long, however, because when the hen was about
half way through the incubation period, the wings and feet of the cock suddenly
and unaccountably became completely paralysed, and although he eventually
recovered, 1 was confronted with the 'Immcv.g:; problem of what to do with
the seven cggs.  As it was a particularly large clutch it seemed to me that if all,
or even most of them, hatched it was most unlikely that the hen would rear
them single-handed.

Eventually they were taken away and divided between a hen Turquoisine
and a hen Bourke's, whose eggs were at a similar state of incubation.  All
seven eggs hatched, and as this seemed altogether too good to be true, again
I wondered what would happen next, and again 1 didn’t have to wonder for
lemg,

Disaster first overtook those under the Bourke's, whose nesting log splic
from end to end, hurling the recently hatched young Splendids to the ground
where—the tragedy conveniently taking place at nigﬁt—-—thc}r were found dead
in the long grass the following morning.

The Turquoisine was permitted to get a little further with her brood, but
they cwnnﬁly came in for X's attention, for just as she stopped brooding
them at night, the weather, previously mild, suddenly became arctic and
remained so, killmg all but the eldest two of the young Splendids, which were
both eventually reared.  Actually of the seven originally hatched, three sur-
vived, the third being reared by a Nyasa Lovebird which had been given a
Splendid’s egg in mistake for a Bourke's.

Meanwhile the cock Splendid had recovered and been returned to his
wife's aviary and they agan went to nest, harching a nice brood about the
beginning of August. To begin with all went well, then for some reason all
but two of the young ones died, these two being successfully reared. So
things did not end up quite so disastrously as at first scemed probable, as we
started the breeding season with only two Splendids and ended it with seven.
After that I managed to build up a really fine breeding stock of Splendids at
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Keston and when war broke out in 1939 and put paid w all one’s endeavours,
had, if I remember rightly, cither five or six breeding pairs.,

Splendids are in some ways very unlike |'-I.'|'|"|' members of the Grass Parrakeet
family, particularly with re u.ml to their voices.  One would naturally imagine
their closest relative to be the Turquoising, yet no two birds’ cries could be less
.|'.|kx_
which is pracric ally inaudible unless one is close to their avianies.  Turguosines,
on the other hand, indulge in high, excited, batlike squeakings which are
audible from some distance away; yet the Splendid, which in appearance is
the only other Grass Parrakeet which at all closely resembles them, has che
low-pitched and ra lhu plaintive piping notes of a Bullfinch.

The behaviour of a cock Splendid when his wife is inspecting a newly
hung-up nest box is also unique.  He sits on a perch just below and indulges in
a waterless bath, Huffing out all his feathers, s |1t'|1. stretching his wings and
tail and vigorously shaking himself,

At first we used to give '\pix'udhqx an aviary with a heated shelter in winter,
or put them into a cage in a heated birdroom, but later experiments showed
that they arc perfectly hardy, at any rate in an aviary in a sheltered situation
fcing south, and with a dry, draught-proof shelter into which they can be
shur each night during the winter months.  Their nest box, hung up under
overhead shelter in the flight should be about 8 inches square by .Lilmm 15

inches deep with either a half coconut husk or a decayved wood filling at the
bortom.

The call of most of the Grass Parrakeets is a weak, sibilant cwittering,

Maost Splendids will eat apple, and all are very fond of spinach beet and the
usual wild greenfoods, particularly flowering rye grass.  Their staple diet is
extremely simple and should consist mainly of canary with a little hemp
and sunflower (increased when Eh:."j. have young to feed). T]:q‘_\' also appreciate
0ats or groats, 1'!I,It Ol NO acoount \|1|.'II,1||.|.' ll'lt"!.' l‘l{' |.1H;:'T:'l.l LR ] I'I'Il'lf.'h lt. OVET=
fatness 15 to be avoided.

Splendids would probably be as harmless to growing shrubs and to smaller
COMpanIons in a mixed collection as are the other Grass Parrakeets, but [ feel
sure that no aviculturist who was fortunate enough to obtain a pair of these
matchless little birds would begrudge giving them an aviary to themselves and
every opportunity to propagate their kind.

._S‘}HH‘ {i’y ﬁ)ﬂl'!‘ﬂi’('t"

{Platycercus icterotis)

HIS charming little Broadtail has always been one of my favourite Parra-
keets and because of this | have worked hard, and 1 think I can say success-
fully, to bring it once more into circulation as a widely LLisl aviary bird.
When in 1913 we received our first breeding pairs of Stanleys from Aus-
tralia, they had almost completely died out as aviary birds in this country, only
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an occasional and usually degenerate specimen being sometimes offered for sale.
From then on, until war broke out in 1939, we annually bred and sold in-
creasingly large numbers of sound, healthy young Stanleys, and that our
efforts eventually bore fruit is evident from the fact that Stanleys, even with
the sterile war years intervening, are now almost as commonly offered for sale
as Redrumips,

The male has the whole of the head, neck, breast and abdomen bright red;
cheek patches daffodil yellow; feathers of the mantle almost black, some being
bordered with red and others with green. The rump is green and there 1
blue and green in the wings; outer edges of the flight fcalfrrs are rich blue.
The central tail feathers are green, the outer anes palish blue tipped with white.
The total length is about 11 inches.

The f'cmaﬁ- has the brilliant red of the cock's head, neck, breast and abdomen
replaced by brick red; the cheek patches a dull, dirty yellowish; no red edpges
to the feathers of the mantle, qu considerably more green than blue in ﬁw
wings. Although not nearly so brightly-coloured as her mate, a hen Stanley s,
nevertheless, a very neat and ateractive lietle bird and I always think thac, fully
to appreciate these Parrakeets, one should sce a pair sitting side by side, as their
respective colour schemes make such an effective foil to cach other.

One great advantage, from the aviculturist’s point of view, which Stanleys
(alone u? the Broadtail family) possess is the ease with which they can be
sexed at a glance; an advantage which anyone who has spent hours trying to
make up his mind whether an unusually feminine-looking cock Rosella, and
an unusually masculine-looking hen are really a pair or not, will appreciate!

Young birds when they leave the nest are rather duller editions of the
female, but the sexes can usually be distinguished at quite an early age by the
brighter red forcheads of the young cocks.

The Stanley is a very variable species, particularly with regard to the hen's
cheek patches which are sometimes fairly clear-cut dull whitish-yellow areas,
sometimes merely represented by a few scattered pale yellow feathers; and
occasionally not present at all.

Stanleys are much the smallest of the Broadrails, and although plumper and
of a more stocky figure, are actually not much larger than a Redrump, so they
do not need such a big aviary as, for example, their large and handsome relative,
the Pennant’s, which is a great advantage when space is a consideration.

There are, | consider, at least two definite races of the Stanley; one with the
mantle feathers bordered with grass green, and the other in which they are
bordered with a darker bluish-green. In the former race, the whole of the
breast is vermilion and in the latter, erimson. There is to my mind little to
choose berween the two, both being equally beautiful.

Stanleys are perhaps the best mc]gmnst reliable breeders of all the Broadails.
Before the war, when all one’s birds, probably owing to better and more
varied feeding, seem to have been more prolific than nowadays, I can remember
one of our pairs rearing ten young ones in two nests in a single scason.  In-
dividual pairs, however, vary considerably, and from season to season, as to
whether they are single or double-brooded.

The Stanley, which is known in its own country as the Western Rosella,
inhabits South-western Australia where its range seems to be somewhat limited.
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They are said to be quite fearless and very partial to cultivated land in the
vicinity of farmsteads, where they are much disliked and persecuted owing to
their habit of raiding orchards and garden crops.

Although they are the smallest member of the family, it must not be supposed
that they lack any of the fiery family temperament, and cach pair must con-
sequently have an aviary to themselves.  One about 12 feet long by 7 feet high
by 5 feet wide suits them very well.  The nest box, which should be hung up
in the flight under overhead cover, should be about 10 inches square by 18 inches
deep and may cither have a half coconut husk fixed in the bottom or a filling
of about 4 inches of decayved wood. It should be supplied towards the end of
March so that if the pair prove to he dnuhlr—hmod.cg, they will have plenty
of time to rear both their tJ::mi].ics,

In an aviary, they are hardy, long-lived and very easy to breed and feed,
and should be given a diet of canary and millet with the addition of sunflower,
groats, and a few monkey nuts (shelled ones being preferable) and a livtle hemp,
which latter can be increased considerably when there are young in the nest.
Stanleys like all the wsual greenfoods and are very partial to spinach beet
and apple,

cy have the usual cheerful, ringing call-note of the Broadtails, but it is
rather less loud and more melodious than that of the larger members of the
family. They need no artificial heat, but their aviary must have a dry, draught-
proof shelter into which they should be shut each night during the winter.

Smfu&aﬂ ,:I a[lnu'éeef

{Trichoglossus hematod moluccanus)

LGRIKEETS differ from Parrakects in having what are known as brush
tongues which are furnished at the tip with numerous small, fleshy tubes
through which the bird is able to suck up nectar.

Some Lorikeets—Swainson's and the Red—collared (Trichoglossus hemarod
rubritorques) in particular—are superficially almost exactly like Parrakeets in
their shape and general build, but temperamentally and vocally and in the
matter alP:he food they require, they are totally different.

I have thought it best to include Swainson’s and the Ried-collared in the
same article as tﬁﬂ: laeter is really only a glorified edition of the former, and both
birds are exactly alike as to size, temperament and habits, and therefore require
precisely the same treatment.

Swainson's Lorikeet 1s green, with the head dark purplish-blue flecked and
sireaked with paler blue feathers, and succeeded by a greenish-yellow nuchal
collar. The upper breast is a mixture of red and yellow feathers giving a fiery
orange effect, and there is a patch of dark blue in the middle of the lower
breast. An added touch of brilliance is contributed by the under wing-coverts
which are orange, and the bill which is bright sealing wax red tipped with
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yellow. The flanks are orange and green, and the thighs green, orange and
vellow.

The Red=collared differs from Swainson's chicfly by its possession of a
double nuchal collar, the first of orange-red being backed by one of dark blue.
The hens in both cases are almost as brilliantly coloured as their mates, but, to
the practised eye, their heads are perceptibly rounder and less massive. Total
length in each case 1s about 12 inches.

Swainson's Lorikect inhabits South Australia, Victoria, and New South
Wales, while the Red-collared is found in Northern Territory, N. W. Australia.
Swainson's are met with in very large flocks.

It has been my experience that the majority of people who keep foreign
birds demand bright colours first and foremost, and 1 can think of few birds
more calculated to satisfy their requirements than one or other of these Lorikeets,
which indeed may even be a bit too gandy for some tastes.

That they have never achieved supreme popularity as aviary birds is, |
think, mainly owing o two drawbacks they possess—their extreme ferocity
towards any other bird they are put with, and the fact that they are not really
seed-eaters, their staple food consisting of semi-liquid foods.  Our breeding
pairs used to come in for endless admiration from visitors to the farm before
the war, but when told that liquid food was essendal, they were put oft from
buying them.

Both Swainson's and Red-collared will eat canary seed, and it has
even been claimed that they will live in perfect health and rear young for years
on a diet consisting solely of hemp, but personally 1 doubt it. It is possible that
they might exist for some time on such (for them) an unnatural diet, but there
is all the difference between merely existing and hiving, and 1 feel sure that
really to live and breed successfully they must have nectar or its equivalent, for
the consumption of which the brush tongues with which n.-tfurcq'iui provided
them are so admirably suited.

The best food of all for Lorikeets is Baby Food (1 used to give Dr. Allinson’s),
prepared as for infants and sweetened with sugar, and with a few pieces of bread
or spongecake soaking in it or they can be given ordinary nectar mixture.
They are also very fond of all kinds of sweer ripe fruit, but seldom take any
interest in greenstuff,

Their E‘H‘i is not really very much trouble to prepare, though of course
it must be freshly made each day, and should on no account be left in the aviary
if it has gone sour.  Unfortunately, the copious, liquid excreta resulting from
this diet is squirted in all directions, thus making a mess of an aviary shelter,
and this unpleasant habit is responsible in no small measure for putting people
off keeping Lorikects,

Then, too, a pair must have an aviary to themselves as they certainly are
avian gangsters of the first water, capable, owing to their sinister ™ combined
operations " tactics—which consist uﬁmu bird engaging the victim's attention
in front while the other creeps up and launches a savage attack from the rear—
of slaughtering or putting to rout birds far bigger than themselves.

To set against these disadvantages, however, these two Lorikeets have many
siving graces.  They are natural clowns, and few aviary birds are more enter-
taining to watch as they hop, skip and jump about their aviary, albeit these
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antics are accompanied by a series of car-splitting screams and screechings
compared with which the voices of most ntﬁ‘wr so—called * noisy ™ birds are
as soothing as the cooing of Turtle Doves,

Sometimes they will roll together on the ground like kittens at play; at
others the pair will do a trapeze act, the cock holding on to a branch with one
foot, while with the other he firmly clutches one of his wife's feet, swinging her
to and fro beneath him like a pendulum!

I have frequently bred both Swaimson's and Bed=collared Lorikeets, but to do
so successtully involves certain problems.  For mstance, unlike most Parrakeets,
these Lorikeets are not hardy enough to winter out of doors in an unheated
shelter unless they have a nest box to roost in, and so long as they have a nest box
there is no way of preventing them breeding in the winter, mr;cr than housing
them in a fight cage, without a nest box, in a heated birdroom or heating their
aviary shelter.

Both methods are quite successful as far as the birds' health is concerned,
but the first has the disadvantage that, as these Lorikeess lay only two eggs in each
clutch, and as, furthermore, the young spend a very long time in the nest, the
parents cannot be expected to rear many young ones during the six months
they are permitted to breed.

Although 1 am generally averse to allowing continuous breeding, as 1
think it tends to wcaErn the stamina of both the parents and their offspring, it
seems to have no detrimental effect on these Lorikeets, possibly because tghu:.r
have at most two, and more usually only one young one to rear in each nest,
which imposes considerably less strain on the parents than the four or five, or
even more, youngsters which will be reared in a single nest by a good breeding
pair of Parrakeets. | have had young Red-collareds fledged out of doors at
Christmas, but | cannot remember a single case of egg-binding, however cold
the weather may have been when the hens were laying.

These birds should be given a Parrakeet nest box of sufficient depth to
permit of its having a filling of several inches of decayed wood at the bottom.
I have known pairs of Lorikeets to foul their nests, but generally speaking they
manage to keep them remarkably clean, though how they do this—con-
sidering the liquid nature of the droppings of both the parents and the young
ones—has always been a mystery to me.

3{1}1 ili ﬁfue ac:wy

(Vini peruviana)

COUNT myself fortunate indeed to have had the opportunity of keeping
this very beautiful and extremely rare little Lory,  The male is a wonderful
deep sapphire blue with a high gloss on the feathers, the rather clongated head
ﬁ.‘.'nimf which are often :\Hiﬁlﬂy raised, b-c'.ing particuiarl}l gluss}r. The
cheeks and throat, extending into a large bib, are snow-white, which makes a
striking contrast to the dark blue of the rest of the plumage; the tail is quite



Male Lutino Plumhead — an extremely rare and very beautiful
mutation of the green Plumhead Parrakeer froam India

The mest brilliantly coloured of the Broadtails, the Golden-
mantled Rosella is easy vo cater for and a free breeder



The Peach-faced Lovebird is one of the prettiest of this genus
It is, however, extremely spiteful to ather birds

The Stanley Parrakeet is the smallest and one of the prettiest
of the Breadrails. It is an excellent breeder and very easy 1o sex
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short and wedge-shaped; the feet are yellow, and the beak yellow with a tinge
of orange.  The sexes are alike except that the hen’s beak is paler and lacks the
orange nge.

Part of the charm of these birds lies in the fact that they are true miniature
Lories, being, if 1 remember rightly, about the size of a Peach-faced Lovebird.
They inhabit the Marquesas group of islands.

The Coriphilus Lories were, 1 believe, thought to be extinct untl about
1936, when some were brought alive to Europe for the first time. It was, |
think, the following year that the well-known American aviculturist, the late
Mr. Eastham Guild, personally brought over a number of these Lories for the
late Duke of Bedford, and it was because the latter asked us to meet them in
London for him and house them in flight cages in our heated acclimatising room
for the winter, that 1 had the opportunity of looking after these great ranities.

As they arrived in such excellent condition, I continued to feed them just
as Mr. Guild had during the voyage to Europe, that is, on a much watered-
down edition of the usual Lorikeet nectar (made with Baby Food). They were
also given a few mealworms, as well as plenty of fruit, especially sweet ripe
apple of which they were particularly fond.  Their nectar, so heavily diluted
with water, did not secem a very nourishing diet, but as they were not my
pruﬁcrt}f, being only, as it were, on deposit, | was loth to try any experiments
with them, so iﬁ. their food as it was,

Their cage floors were covered with granulated peatmoss instead of sand,
in order to absorb more readily their very copious, liqud droppings. Although
a number were kept together, there was never any?l'-iug more g:m a certain
amount of mild squabbling, partly because they were hardly in breeding
condition, and partly because—as I always think—there is safety in numbers.

Having wintered very satisfactorily, they were sent to Peasmarsh the
following spring, and their owner eventually achicved the great avicultural
feat of breeding them successfully. At first, however, he had difficulty with
them as he gave them the same food, but in greater concentration, and although
this suits other Lories, it proved to be too rich for Coriphilus, and there were
several losses from liver troubles.

The late Duke of Bedford bred them in a natural, hollow 6 feet high tree
trunk filled with peatmoss, and with a shallow layer of decayed wood on top to
about 12 inches below the entrance hole. The tree trunk was placed in the
shelter, and its base stood in a shallow vessel of water.

He found that both sexes incubated the eggs in turn, and, rather unex-
pectedly, that the cock spent most of the time brooding the young in the nest,
while the hen went out foraging. He also noted that they were spiteful with
their own kind when in breeding condition, and that males were even in-
clined to turn upon and suddenly attack their wives.

As far as | can remember, their voices were weak and inoffensive, m sharp
and pleasant contrast to the shrill, strident cries of some ather members of the
Lory and Lorikeet family.  Although I have never had the opportumity of try-
ing to breed these lovely littde Lories—and shall probably never see one again—
I always look back with pleasure on the few months they spent in my care.
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(Neophema pulchella)

EXT to the peerless little Splendid, the Turquoisine s certainly the most

beautiful of the Grass Parrakeets. The male has the general colour above
grass green, while the underparts and under surface of the tail are lemon
yellow, brightest on the lower breast and belly, the latter being occasionally
unged with orange, and the yellow of the upper breast having some green
feathers at the sides. The under wing-coverts and most of the flights arc
dark blue, the lower edge of the wings being a rich medium blue.

There is an irregular bar of maroon-red near the shoulder, and the forehead
and cheeks, to just behind the eve, are brilliane turquoise blue, this face-mask
shading to emerald green at its outer edges and the bluc being deepest on the
forchead. The wil is green above, the outer tail feathers being tpped with
yellow. Length is 8 inches or a little over.

The female is also very beautiful, being mainly green, rather paler and of a
more yellowish tinge on the throat and merging into pure vellow on the
abdomen. The forehead and cheeks are washed with blue, while the lower
cdge of the wing has a considerable area of very rich medium blue.

Young Turquoisines resemble the fe
when first fledged, the only difference I have ever been able to see at this
eriod being that young cocks—and then only if you view them in a very
Lright light—have a suggestion of brown on the wing near the shoulder where

the irregular maroon bar will later :ar]_war. They are very variable, however,
and two young cocks recently brec

at Keston, left the nest in almost adule
colour.

Turquoisines were first described about the end of the eighteenth century.
They inhabit New South Wales and South-Eastern Australia, but licde of
interest seems to have been recorded of their habits in a wild state, though they
would appear to have been fairly widely-kept and sometimes bred in con-
finement in their native land.

In Britain this beautiful little bird is nowad
rarity, those we have at Ke
the present time.

The history of Turquoisines in confincment is depressingly typical of the
general improvidence of aviculturists, for during the middle and latter half of
the last century they were very well-known aviary birds both here and on the
Continent, being even recommended as suitable subjects for the beginner.
They were widcﬁr kept and bred even, it is said, in flight cages. Yet as soon as
importations from Australia began to dwindle, and finally ceased altogether,
the number of Turquoisines in confinement decreased accordingly, untl there
was not a single one to be found in an aviary anywhere in Europe.

Such a state of affairs can, of course, only have been brought about by the
grossest carelessness and mismanagement on the part of those aviculturists who

male, and are none oo easy to sex

ays an extreme avicultural
ston being among the very few in this COUntry at

2160
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possessed breeding pairs at a time when it was becoming increasingly obvious
that no fresh supplies were to be expected from Australia.  One would have
thought that those who still had pairs of these lovely littde Parrakects might
have got together, concentrated upon breeding from them, and pooled their
resources.  But nothing of the kind was apparently ever attempted, and soon
Turquoisines in British aviaries were merely a cherished memory.

Mot long after the 1914-18 war, a tew Turquoisines were once more
imported into this country and a few aviculturists such as Mr. Whitley, at
Paignton, Devon, rearcd quite a number, 1 believe, and the fact that they again
died out alinost, if not quite, completely, must be blamed upon the outbreak
of the Second World War,

The first Turquoisines I ever saw were at Warblington in the carly nineteen-
twenties, and not long after we started our farm the late Duke of Bedford
lent us two pairs for breeding purposes. Unfmtunatclﬁr these never fourished
quite 5o well as 1 had hoped, for not only were the broods they reared dis-
appointingly small, but the parents themselves proved none too casy o keep

ive for any length of time, usually succumbing to that autumnal avian
scourge coccidiosis, of which so much more 15 known nowadays as to its
prevention and cure.  Those we now possess, however, have proved a very
different proposition, and are fully living up to the reputation for prolificacy
that they gained in the old days.

An imported pair and an odd cock came into our possession rather late in
the summer of 1949, the pair at once going to nest.  Although only a single
young one was reared, it fortunately tumcs out to be a hen which T was able
to mate to the odd cock. From this small nucleus and their progeny, 1 have
bred numerous young ones, including 18 during the 1954 season.

It would be a mistake, however, to suppose that breeding this species is
just as casy as falling off a log. For one thing, Turquoisines—parucularly
young birds of the year—are very prone to cocadiosis, especially during the
dangerous autumn months of September and October, when germs and
microbes, having flourished all the summer, are at their most virulent just
before the first frosts reduce their numbers.  Again, Turquoisines, unlike most
Grass Parrakeets, are temperamental to a marked degree, and if they could
obtain as many divorces as some of the more frequently-married film stars,
I have little doubt they would do so!

With Turquoisines you may have what appears to be a perfectly happily-
married couple, yet in less than no time the contented atmosphere of matri-
monial bliss is sujdunl:.r rent with violent squabblings.

These matrimonial rows seem to have two main causes, the commonest of
which is that a cock sometimes comes into breeding condition before his
mate, whereupon there is bound to be trouble if she refuses to take any interest
in the nest box. A second and rather less usual reason for squabbling is caused
by the cock chasing the hen about and swearing at her when the young in the
nest are perhaps only a week or so old, because he considers—quite unreason-
ably—that it is high time she went to nest again.

The cock of one of our pairs made a practice of doing this, and as the young
ones were piteously crying for food in the nest while their father would neither
allow his wife to eat in peace or enter the nest box to feed them, I had to
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transter him to another aviary and hope his sorely-tried wife would rear the
brood single-handed, as hen Parrakeers often will,

The staple diet of Turquoisines should consist of canary seed, to which
may be ndtr::ﬂ some oats or groats, with a daily pinch of hemp and sunflower,
The amounts of the last three may safely be increased when young birds are
being reared. 1 do not myself give millet, as I have heard of cases of nestlings
being killed by being fed whole unhusked millet.  They are very fond of all
the usual wild greenfoods, particularly rye grass and poa annua, and though
they are not a frugivorous species in a wild state, they nevertheless become very
fond of sweet ripe apple if it is offered in the right way, that is by pushing a
thin slice through the wire netting close to a pcrri.

The nest box should be of the same kind as 1 have recommended for other
members of the Grass Parrakeet family.

Turquoisines are perfectly hardy provided their aviary has a cosy shelter
into which they should be shut cach night in winter. No artficial heat is
necessary. [ always put a wattle hurdle over the further end of Grass Parra-
keets' flights, as this serves the double Eurpnsc of shading them from the hot

summer sun, and making them invisible to any Sparrowhawk which may
chance to fly over their aviaries.

y&mmurﬁne ofory

(Vini ultramarina)

THE Ultramarine or Goupil's Lory is a relative of the Tahiu Blue Lory.
It comes from the same part of the world, and is perhaps even more
beautiful.

The male has the wings, back and tail a beautiful powder blue. The under-
parts are mainly snowy white with a broad band across the upper breast of
peacock blue, this colour also appearing on the crown, and in spots and mark-
mgs on the lower breast and abdomen. The beak is yellow, tnged with
orange, and darkest at the base.  Size is about that of an Abyssinian Lovebird,
The sexes are much alike, except that the hen is slightly the smaller bird of
the two.

Although these lovely creatures are very small as Lories go, they are not
quite the miniatures that Tahit Blue Lories are. 1 have never had the oppor-
tunity of trying to breed them; indeed, I consider myself very luul(riy to have
been privileged to keep them at all.  The reason I was able to do so was
because some were brought over for the late Duke of Bedford by Mr. Eastham
Guild at the same time as the Tahiti Blue Lories, and both species spent their
first winter in this country in fight cages in our heated acclimatising room.

As in the case of the Blue Lories, the watered-down Lorikeet mixture on
which Mr. Guild had brought them over proved to be the correct staple diet
for them, in addition, of course, to a few mealworms and plenty of ripe fruit.



LORY

ULTRAMARINE

weak . sibilant crv, and though they Ay racher heavily,

Ultramarines have a

IFe VEry active CHming : inches or on wire netung

The Duke achieved the conside rable feat

1 i B i
the war, untortunacely at a ome Wnen 15 Ne mmselr

of breed: » Lories just before

* of the 149340

wsues of the Avicultural Magazing "1 am sure X only spared the young Lory
to leave the nest because 1t amus | him so much to see me too worried by
-.II---\I (] ‘fll.- a |"I-‘-|'-.! amount of meerest i 1S -‘-:||-:|-'. or oy I s
.I-.'I'l..l'!.l"l-l.

successfully for th

Lories, and h that species needed the sam

wort of housing feeding. In

binding an i the |

? {l' i t'ff r-[iwfz«'e A

[ Psitteuteles versicolor)

a8 wifal B i A i : n
ind beaunful hitle Lonkeer 15 a bard of wiich 1t 15 rather

HIS «
T difficult to give an adequate description, as much of 1ts beauty is due to the
various streakinegs and delicate gradations of colour in i plumage

The most striking features are its extensive cap of bright vermilion, and the
large, golden patch in the region of the car. The upper breast 15 vinous
streaked with gold, while the abdomen and lower breast are also green and
similarly streaked The back of the neck is dark mauvish-blue, handss q5
'-|Ix'||-.-_'-! and '-i"l.-.:r.l-'-l -‘.I'.ll g I{ back and WIIES green, SLrY |:n.|,|| '-"-!Il'l 1 Pl
shade of the same colour. The il is green, of medium length and pointed
the beak red Total length is about 8 ing hes

r

1 1 0
ney are not |" Ay MIcans s 'i!||- ED SCX '.l -‘--::'!I COlOUrs 1m SOme Nens

LY. 1 |
caps arc a tnhie smaller.

g --.||-.:|'.:'.1 duller than in cocks, and I:

The Varied Lorkeet comes from tropical Morthern Australia where it s

; . : . 1
apparently met with in large Hocks fecding on the honey from the Bauhinia

blossoms. and on the nectar to be found among the topmost branches of the

fAowering Eucalypti or gum trees. These Lorikects ipparently only
discovered about 1831

two white eges in the hollow, broken-of

In a wild state thev lay
limbs of trees. It is recorded that if one is caprured and held in the ha d, its

’ - "
YITV A CISCT L 1

vigorous crics of protest wil quickly attract m

i

rs who will swarm—literally in di
|

1 1
1 ULe ‘-'r';_'.l.||| and would make a

I-\.'l"‘ll!' 'l..l. TS
Capror I'his mu

for the modern

1 %
|'.Il|l-. |i! ICLY I OO

Just betor

were easy enough to keep and feed, we found them very difhcult indeed to sex




o s 4

-l

SRR
. Seke

I »
el
The Tellow-fronted Amazon is perhaps, after the Blue-fronted, the best
known of the Amazons and readily becomes tame. It can be taught to talk
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One couple we tried together did, however, turn out to be a true pair, and
though housed only in a small aviary measuring about s feet long L‘." 6 feet
high by 2 feet wide, they successfully reared a young one—the first 1 believe
ever to be bred in confinement in any part of the world, including Australia,
and for which we were awarded the medal of the Avicultural Society.

Neville Cavley, in his book ** Australian Parrots,” says that Varied Lorikeets
are ** by no means easy to keep in captivity, being very susceptible to cold.”
I can only say, however, that at Keston we found them quite as hardy as
"l'..\.'ili]l}l."ﬁ!r_‘u_ 1 I'l:]l:: lt.'lT\i‘l(."r'_ a% [l“.' }'1 "l'p.nlL'\. omc Weoe !"I]'L'L! h.!,"l'..'llt Ii'“;" winter i an
outdoor aviary with an open-fronted shelter, in perfect health and condinon,
and although it was provided with a nest box to roost in, 1t never used i,
always |‘l’t‘|\:_'l'l"illg to roost on a perch.

When it left the nest it was hike a \]I.l_"!'l{l"_\.' duller edition of its parents, except
that, oddly enough, it had a patch of brilliant orange-yellow on the back of the
neck which was most atrractive, and it seemed a pity it had to lose it

The fact that Mr, Cayley says that Varied Lorikeets are E?}. N0 INeans casy
to keep in captivity makes one wonder whether their feeding was not perhaps
at faule. If, in this country, with its erratic and often very trying climate,
I:]u'}' do so well on H.;1|‘|}- Food Pru_'i\;mn{ as for infanes and sweetened with
sugar—the ideal food for all Lorikeets—one would have imagined they should
do even better if similarly fed in confinement in their own country.

Owr pair bred in a fairly deep nest box hung up under overhead cover, and
with a I-Lﬁ'ml: of pratinoss with a |'.|‘:.'C|' "'t-"!i"-'-l}'t"{ wood on top.

The voung are rather noisy in the box, and sounds of nestlings being fed
were first heard in December; but 'hl.,":n' must have died as the sounds 1r1:~.u:'t|tl~_r
ceased _-l]:.u!,:L-L!-.cf, The parents, however, laid .l‘!_':.'li.ll. and |_'P_r March T.ku'l C Was
once maore the sound ui) young lH'i.jl!.: fed, so, gn‘-:t]'_-' t]drm&:, we }'-n':*n'n.! mto
the depths of the nest box with the aid of an electric torch, and were thrilled
o 30¢ a very vignrlﬂw .md [1|.':!|:lh‘:.'-l:'lﬂ-k1rlg ¥ H:Hgﬁtt't.

Lorikeets are not everybody's birds by any means, but for those who are
prepared to take the small amount of wrouble entailed by their liquid diet,
which has to be freshly mixed each day, and the rather greater amount of
trouble their copious liquid droppings entail in the way of keepmg their
aviary clean, the Varied Lorikeet can be recommended as one of the least
gaudy, though at the same time most attractively coloured members of the
family, and they are much less noisy than many of their relatives.

?/}'[{;Jﬁa’-/‘mﬂ ft"(; jﬂ'ﬂﬂzﬂ" /:)armf

{ Amagzona chrocephalan)

HIS Amazon is fairly often imported, but it is not so well-known in con-
finement as the Blue-front. The main body colour 15 green, rather
|.'-:|||cr below. The Hights are dark blue and green and there is a red bar on the
secondaries. The shoulders are red.  There is a red patch near the base of the
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outer tail feathers, the rest of the wmil being green, palest at the tps of the
feathers. The crown and forchead are |_|-.|:!_-;hq orange-vellow and the bill is
pinkish brown colour, darker at the ap.  Size is about that of a Blue-front,

Distribution: Brazil, Ecuador, eastern Peru, Trinidad and Veneznela,

I have only ever kept one Yellow-front which arrived at Keston in the
spring of 1951, It is a ver y charming bird indeed but by no means a brilliant
talker. They have, however. the reputation of being good talkers, but this,
as in the case of most species that learn to talk, prclh:ih]}' .|p|~]t¢l. u!n.-rl_\- to males
and my bird is a female,

Judging by my bird, Yellow-fronts must make most delightful

pets, for |
have never known a gentler or more

affectionate Amazon.  She is blissfully
happy if she can sit on my shoulder, making curious chortling noises and nibh-
||I|H my ear! When she sces me the Yellow-front greets me with a selection of
the loud ringing clarion calls and chortlings typical of the Amazon Family,
She arrived here in quite good condition for a bird that had probably been long
caged, but not too long to show at once her Joy at being in an outdoor aviary.

At first she walked rather gingerly about what must have seemed to her a
vast selection of natural branches. Then there came the day when it occurred
to her that she might fly.  Secing me ar the further end of the aviary she took
her courage in both feet (as it were) and instead of ;‘Jnn:l!in!_l_
neetng as she had always done previously, launched
made a quite creditable, if slightly unsteady, landing
front end of the aviary.

1||1|1g the wire
herself into the air and
on the perch nearest the

Ialways think it is quite extraordinary how quickly the plumage of a caged
Amazon which has become dry and lustreless will im

Prowe in an 1'rl|ld|_l|.\1' aviary,
503 l]l-l'- even -lI'.[L'f []!l't‘l.' ‘-\'L‘{'k\ Oar 50 out nr'-l

oors one would hardly recognise
it as the same bird. 1 think this is partly due to being in the open air, but even
morc 50 to the beneficial effects of rain on their |\]l.|1|-..|-1_:1'. the green parts of
which, curionsly enough, go for some reason quite brown when wet, though I
have not observed this with other green birds.

The Yellow-front was overjoyed when it first rained after she was put in an
avaary. 1 watched her clinging costatically to the wire netting with spread
wings and tail, getting thoroughly and delightfully soaked through. Even
though her plumage was certainly in better condition than that of most ¢
Parrots, it u'[t'.um‘_.' |1:|'.E\r|1n_'d after that first shower untl it recovered the
lovely gloss and bloom which should be characteristic of every Amazon
I*arror, and which so l\rll]l.l!lli'!.' enhances all their colours.

About the middle of May we were able to obtain a fine, though 1 should
say rather clderly Blue-front mate for her. He had, incidentally, the purest
and brightest vellow shoulders of any male Blue-front 1 have ever seen.

He was very cage-cramped indeed and at first the Yellow-front treated him
':.kl:|'| SCang -_'|l||[h‘\\_\'. SIJ.tthm!_‘_ away pin‘l_‘& '.'-r. .IF‘!"]{' |'|I.' Was givvn .'|.Ih| i\:niu'kmg

him off the perch if he was in the way. However, he soon began to recover
his vitality and spirits and one MO |

when l."l;"_f were let out of their shelter
the hen appeared with one toe streaming with blood, having apparently
knocked the cock off the perch once oo often

A HI_‘L{

However, far from resenting
this cave-man behaviour, she seemed to think it was just what the doctor
ordered, and thereafrer treated him, if not with respect, at least as an equal,
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Towards the end of June she surprised me by showing signs of interest in
the grandfather clock nest box 1 had given her, and shortdy afterwards she
layed two eggs which, presumably because she was so out of practice, were
strange-looking objects.  One was very large with a waist and shaped like an
hour glass, while the other was about the size and sha of a green pea! Naturally
these were inferule, but she obviously thought the world of them and -
cubated them assiduously unul I removed both eggs and nest box.

The following year she laid and incubated again, but once more the eggs
were infertile. Eugx‘qumtlj{ she was mated to a male of her own species and at
the time of writing is just getting her nest box ready to lay again.  The two
are much alike, but the male has a larger though paler area of yellow on
the head.

Her present husband is, | should say, an ancient bird and, an arrival he was
very cage-cramped, which necessitated putting several pots of food within casy
reach in various parts of the aviary. However, he recovered with amazing
speed and is now capable of Aying the full length of the aviary if he thinks there
is any chance of biting off one of my fingers.

Unfortunately the hen, with a constancy typical of female Parrots, sull
cherishes a deep affection for me.  People uftycil think vou are exaggerating if
you say that it is usually hopeless to try and breed from tame Parrots; never-
theless it is true and 1 doubt if her cges will be fertile.

Yellow-—fronted Amazons should be fed, housed and treated in the same
way as | have recommended for Blue-fronts. It is equally important to let out
caged specimens as often as possible to climb about on their cage and exercise
in the room, and to see that they are enabled to keep their plumage in order
cither by spraying with tepid rain water or occasionally putting them out in
their cage in a{ight shower of warm summer rain.

The important point to remember when putting a long-caged Parrot into
an aviary is that its food must be casily reached in a pot at the end of a perch,
as in a Parrot cage. Later on it will learn to chimb down to reach the food
container, but if expected to do so at once it is hable to starve.

%fgxw-ﬂ-anfﬂf pr Zaaﬁzm! p arm&eef

(Cyanorhamphus auriceps)

MOST ateractive little Parrakeet which was always an extreme avicultural

rarity even before the war, and as far as [ can sec is always hikely to remam

s0, because, although a prolific breeder, it seems impossible to keep either the
adults or their young alive for more than about eighteen months or so.

So rare are these birds in confinement thar Mr. . Seth-Smith, the well-
known ** Bird Man " of radio fame, and for many vears Curator of Birds at
the London Zoo, when visiting our farm in the days when we had Yellow-
fronted New Zealands, told us that they were the first he had seen.

(L8]
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The male is green, rather paler on the breast, with 4 red patch on the flanks,
a red forchead, and with the front part of the crown yellow. The lower edge
of the wings and the outer webs of the primaries are slaty blue in colour, the
bill being a pretty silver, shading into black at the tip. A striking charac-
teristic of the bird is the brilliant ruby red iris of the eye, Length is a litcle over
9 inches. The female resembles the male but is considerably smaller, with
a smaller, rounder head.  They are at all times easy birds to sex, as this difference
in size is apparent even in newly-fledged young ones.

The Ycllow-fronted New Zealand is one of the smallest of the Cyanaorham-
phus Parrakeets—a family whose members are, in many respects, quite unlike
all other Parrakeets, particularly in their voices and actions, They have, for
instance, the curious habit of scratching in the ground like domestic poultry,
and this is facilitated by their long legs, which also enable them to run and Jump
very quickly, and although, of course, they can and do fly from end to end of
their aviary in the normal manner, their method of progression is generally
more of the hop, skip and a jump variety.

It 1s interesting, too, that while most Parrakeets can run more or less quickly
up wire netting, Yellow-fronted New Zealands can, in addition, run ve
rapidly down the netting of their aviary from top to bottom. All this makes
them most fascinating, and before the war I used to spend a long time watching
them, when I should have been doing other things!

Their voices are not all what one would expect from a member of the
Parrot family, and resemble the bleating of sheep heard from a distance.

The first Yellow-fronted New Zealand to arnive at Keston about 1933 was
a single hen which 1 mated to a cock Blue-winged Grass Parrakeet. The two
became so attached to cach other—the cock frequently feeding the hen—that
a brood of unique hybrids seemed possible, but nothing came of it.

A male Ycﬂnw~ ronted which arrived subsequently was put with her, but
he was not a very good specimen and she would have nothing whatever to do
with him, so again she ﬁ?c?md incubated a clutch of infertle eggs. Then,
by a great stroke of luck, we were able to obtain two fine males. the larger
ot which was mated to the hen, and she at once fell for him in a bi way. She
laid again almost at once—six eggs this time—and not only did all of them hatch,
but the whole brood of six young ones was successfully reared.

This was certainly a propitious start, but better was yet to come, as on
another occasion a brood of seven was reared, and, of course, one began to
indulge in dreams of working up a really large breeding stock, perhaps o the
extent that, while they were gr E‘mn common in their native land, they would
eventually become common and widely-kept aviary birds in this country.

Dreams, however, have a distressing habit of fading, and my dream with
regard to Yellow-fronted New Zealands started to I".‘u_E: very quickly indeed,
for it soon became apparent that, while they were exceptionally free and
prolific breeders, their rate of mortality in confinement was sucz that any
attempt to build up a breeding stock was foredoomed to failure,

I tried them in every way and on every diet I could think of. 1 housed
them in unheated outdoor aviaries; in aviaries with (in winter) a heated
shelter; in large flight cages in a warm birdroom; with and without hemp seed
(of which they were inordinately fond); with mealworms and bread and milk—
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both of which they refused to sample.  Always, however, the result was the
same. They would live—ap :.ﬂ:ng}' in perfect health and breeding freely—
for about eighteen months and then, one by one, they would start dying until
eventually, much to my regret, | had to give them up in despair.

That there is some very real, though at present, unaccountable difficuly
in keeping these Parrakects alive for any length of ume, was borne out by the
late Duke of Bedford's experience with them, as he, too, eventually gave them
up as a bad job, his reasons for doing so being precisely the same as ours.

It is much to be hoped that some ingenious aviculturist of the furure—
should he be fortunate enough to obtain a pair of these very charming and
entertaining little Parrakeets—will solve the problem of keeping them alive
for their allotted span, for, being such pru|iﬁl: breeders, they ;I!:;uu]:] then soon
become as widely-kept aviary birds as Redrumps.

Yellow-fronted New Zealands should be fed on a mixture of canary seed,
millet, sunflower seed and hemp, the last being given sparingly except when they
have a brood to feed.  They might also take to shelled monkey nuts and groats.
They are fond of ripe sweet apples, spinach beet and the usual wild greenfoods.

Their nest box, which should be about ¢ inches square by 16 inches deep,
with either half a coconut husk fixed at the bottam, or else about a four-inch
filling of decayed wood, should be hung up, under overhead cover, in the Righe.

Finally, 1 suppose | ought to give a word of warmng as to the alleged wife-
murdering tendencies of these Parrakeets. The late Duke of Bedford in his
book * Parrots and Parrot-like Birds " says of this specics: " Criminal cocks
are of frequent occurrence. Canon Dutton told me of one which not only
killed but also ate its companions, and there are records of wife-murder as well o

Having read this with considerable alarm, 1 kept a very close watch on the
new cock when he was first introduced into the hen's aviary, but I am bound to
say that he never caused me a moment s apprehension, as he never showed the
slightest sign of attacking his wife and was at all ames a model parent to his
offspring. Nor, incidentally, did the latter ever indulge in anything but the
usual occasional mild squabbling as they grew up, after they had been taken
away from their parents and given an aviary to themselves.  The other male,
received when adult, was also of entirely non-aggressive temperament.

I do not think, however, it would be wise entirely to ignore the above-
mentioned accounts of murderously-inclined individuals, as it may be that |
just happened to be lucky in the specimens that came into my possession.

z/ej an-naper[ p arrakest

(Platycercus zonarius semitorguatus)

HIS is a large, powerful and very handsome Parrakeet. The male has
the upper surface and the upper half of the breast a rich dark green, while
the lower Eﬂf_ofrhe breast and the under tail-coverts are greenish-yellow and the
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thighs darkish green. The head is jet black with a red frontal band and 2
rimrose yellow nuchal collar.  The cheeks are bluish; flight feathers dusky
rown, dark blue on the outer webs.  The central tail feathers are dark green,

the outer ones blue tdpped with bluish-white. Toal length is about 15 inches.

The female r{:scml;?rs the male but her head is rather smaller and rounder
and not quite so intensely black, while in place of the cock’s red frontal band
she has merely a few small red feathers.

Yellow-naped or Port Lincoln Parrakeets inhabit South, Central and
Western Australia. There are several races of this bird of which the one best
known to aviculturists is Bauer's Parrakect, which is a smaller edition of the
Port Lincoln with the upper surface a rather paler green and no red frontal band.

Port Lincolns are said to be sometimes fnung in small flocks in Australia,
presumably consisting of an adult pair with their young ones of the year.
They are also (and 1 can quite believe it) said to be extremely pugnacious during
the breeding scason, and to be perpetvally on the alert to see that no other
members of their kind imvade their nesting territory.  They are also, 1 believe,
great apple orchard raiders, much disliked and persecuted by fruit farmers.,

Pugnacious—even at complete liberty—there is a case on record where they
would not tolerate any bird that dared to dispute their supremacy, and that a
liberty Barnard which was unwise enough to do so, was killed and literally
torn limb from limb by a pair of Port Lincolns.

I, is perhaps, superfluous to add that a pair of these birds must always be
given an aviary to themselves, and that only one constructed of very stout wire
netting will resist their powerful beaks.

Betore the war we had both Bauers and Port Lincolns at Keston, and
though small nests of young ones were reared, our particular pairs did not
prove to be nearly such free breeders as are most Broadtails, This experience
was, | believe, exceptional, as 1 have heard of people breeding them quite freely
and they are said to be sometimes double-brooded in confinement.

Port Lincolns are extremely hardy. They will winter successfully in any
aviary which ensures them protection from wind and rain, so an entirely en-
closed wooden shelter into which they can be shut each night, during the winter,
is not a necessity. They have a clear, ringing whistling call which is v
attractive when heard in the open air.  Their feeding and the nest box wit
which they should be provided, should be the same as 1 have recommended for
Pennant’s Parrakeets,

Tame Port Lincolns are on record which sometimes learned to say a few
words, but they are not to be recommended as caged pets, because the more
they lose their fear of humanity, the less they are to be trusted.  In other words,
they become cheeky rather than tame, and no one who has tried to scratch the
head of a tame Port Lincoln—and been bitten for his pains—will wish to
repeat the experiment!

Bannano's Pawnakeer (Platycercus zonarius barnardi) is a very beautiful but
rather seldom-imported relative of the Port Lincoln Parrakeet. 1€ is green with a
strong tinge of bﬁtf. The forehead is red and the head and mantle are tinged
with dark grey. The lower breast and a half-collar round the nape of the
neck are yellow.  The sexes are alike.  They are hardy and quite guﬂdplzrwd:rs.
and iuluﬁit south and south-cast Australia.



yf’/&ﬂﬁ-l‘ﬂﬂl}lf"f pﬂf‘ﬂﬂ&t’f’f

( Platvcercus caledonicus flaveolus)

N one occasion | housed a pair of these birds temporarily for a friend,
but not long enough for them to have a chance to breed. It is really
hardly necessary to give a detailed description of this Parrakeet as a very good
idea of its appearance can be conveyed by saying that it is like a rather small
Pennant’s with all the crimson areas of the latter’s plumage replaced by a
yellowish-straw colour with a tnge of olive; the only red in 1t plumage being

A large and handsome Australian Parrakeet of aggressive disposition, the

Tellow-naped is not to be trusted in mixed company. It is very hardy
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ared frontal band.  Total length is just over 12 inches, about 2 inches less than
a Pennant's.

The female has a rather smaller, rounder head; a wider and less clearly-
defined red frontal band; less blue and more bronze-green in the central tail
feathers, and a brickish-red tinge on the throat and upper breast.

The Yellow-rumped is found in Victoria, New South Wales and adjacent
parts of South Australia, where it is said to be a shy bird usually found among
cucalyptus trees growing near swamps or on river-banks.  And not only does
it nest in the hollow limbs of these trees, but it depends upon them to a great
extent for its food, feeding as it does upon their wc&cand blossoms.

Yellow-rumps were :?wayﬂ rare birds in confinement in this country, which
may be partly accounted for by the fact that there was not much incentive to
bring them over, as they are so much less brightly coloured than most of the
other gorgeous members of the Broadtail E:m.iﬁ: : '

I have always wanted to try crossing a Ycrlnw-mmp with a Pennant’s as
the rather attractive Adelaide Parrakeet is exactly intermediate in appearance
between the two, being neither the crimson nlya Pennant’s nor the straw-
yellow of a Yellow-rump, but a brickish-pink colour.

I believe the Adelaide—formerly looked upon as a distinct species—is
now regarded as merely a variety of the Pennant’s, and as both the Pennant’s
and the Yellow-rump inhabit roughly the same parts of Australia, it has always
scemed to me that the Adelaide may Zu: that rare thing—a natural hybrid which
has become established in a wild state.  The plumage of Adelaides seems o
vary considerably according to the locality from which they come.

When the hen of our pair of Yellow-rumps arrived she was in a
deplorable state, resembling rj::t of a French-moult Budgerigar, but since then
she has come into perfect condition and seems rather surprised to be able to fly

ain! She is “ tame "—by which | mean that she wm.zr:just love to bite off
the end of one’s finger—and she is also the only * talking " Broadrail 1 have
ever scen.  She never tires of most inappropriately calling herself ** Pretty
boy . . . Pretty boy . . . Pretty boy!" with a very strong Australian accent!

Yellow-rumps and Adelaides are quite as hardy as the other Broadtails and
should be housed, fed, and given exactly the same nesting facilities as Pennants.

The Yerrow-seruen Parrakeer (P. caledonicus) is closely related to the
above, the main difference in the plumage being that ralidonicus has the back,
wings and rump, dark green. The sexes are much alike, except that the cock
has a rather larger, Aatter head, and the hen a rounder more feminine-locking
one.  They inhabit Tasmania, and are seldom imported.

We once had a pair of these Parrakeets, but only for a few weeks as we were
short of aviary space at the time. 1 thought them quite attractive, although,
for a member of the gorgeous Broaduail family, rather sombrely-coloured.

They have the reputation of being delicate and prone to various discases in
coninement.
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(Cinnyricinclus lewcogaster)

O my mind this s one of the most beautiful of the smaller Starlings and in
every way a most desirable aviary bird, though unfortunately it is not
often impurtct{.

The male has a glittering purple=violet upper surface and throat and a pure
white breast. The gem-like beauty of the bird lies, however, in the fact that
the feathers of the upper surface have a high metallic gloss and a remarkable
“ shot ™" effect so that they appear at one moment deep violet-blue, at another,
purple and in certain lights, a glowing carmine red.  The female is entirely
different and is best described as resembling a small Song Thrush.

Total length: a little over 7 inches.

Distribution:  Africa north of the Equator,

Two forms of the same bird have been iln}mrmd: this one and C. verreanxi,
known as Verreaux's Starling which mhabits Africa south of the Equator, but
the only difference between them is that in the larter the outer tail-teathers are
bordered and wpped with white. In its native South Africa Verreaux's
Starling is wsually known as the Plum-coloured Starling.

The Amethyst does not strike one as being at all a typical Starling either
in appearance or behaviour for it is a quiet bird and, unlike most Starlings,
very seldom goes on the ground.  Nor, like some starlings, in the wild state,
does it give much trouble to the fruit grower, as it lives mainly on the berries
of various indigenous trees, supplemented by such palatable inseets, caterpillars,
etc., as it may come across.  MNevertheless, although it seldom attacks fruit on
the tree, in confinement it is fond of chopped dates, grapes, apples and slices of
pear, as well as berries such as elderberries, when in season.  The rest of its
dict should consist of insectivorous mixture and gentles plus a rationed daily
allowance of mealworms,

Both sexes sing a rather quict song consisting of a sc*ics of notes on a
descending scale.  The male, when exated or displaying, has a curious habit
of raising first one wing and then the,other r.'lpid succession,  When they
are coming into breeding condition, a pair will chase each other about a good
deal, the cock being alternately the pursuer and the pursued, but this is spasmodic
and seldom amounts to much,

The Amethyst Starling was first bred in his country by the late Dr. Maurice
Amsler in 1933, the second breeding taking place here at the Keston Foreign
Bird Farm in 1os8. Dr. Amsler did not specify whether he bred the typical
torm or the . verreanxi, but those we bred were the latter.

MNormally these birds breed in holes in trees, but ours readily took to a
wooden parrakeet-type nest box hung under overhead cover in the open
flight which was planted with various bushes and of which the Amethyst
Starlings were the sole inhabitants. The nest itself was a marvel of artistic
construction, being made entrely of fresh leaves, during the gathering of which
they almost stripped a sizeable privet bush.  In form it was like a fully-open
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green Hlower or rosette, each of the leaves pomtng upwards and superimposed
one upon the other from the bottom upwards, No other materials of any kind
were used and one wonders whrthvr the birds would |L|1.'+: gone Lo nest at ;|H,
had no supply of fresh leaves been available.

As soon as we got the chance of l.l'[ﬂhlllg both birds off the nest, we shut
them in the shelter and found that the box conmined one unhatched ege and

The Amethyst Starling Is one of the most beautiful of the family and is a highiy
desirable aviary bird. Unfortunately it iz seldom imported

EwWi ".I..,'Il,ln?; Ones .I.bi.'ll.lt a4 W (.'l_'k l'!]l.{. l_]";ﬂll.'l. !]'“:1. DI wWe "-'L'r}’ HT.JLl'LI.I."}' j.liL'rL';l\L"l.l
the daily allowanee of mealworms.  This is important, because on a subsequent
occasion we started to increase the supply ot mealworms too soon and the
parents, becoming over-stimulated, threw the young out of the nest and laid
-|.11_|'.||||.

When the two YOUNE Ones t"qr'l‘]llll.l]i}' left the nest, [hu}' WOore rru:urkahly
t.r_-]!'-]mxl-q"m;l.i and did none of the usual p.mjr.‘k'_.' ﬂ'."i"l-! abour and 1,'1:|r1gi|1g to
the wire netting, which is so nerve-racking to have to warch. They turned
out to be two young co ks, but when first Hudgr.'d and for several months
afterwards l]i{‘}' were exactly like their mother., Full adule I"‘Illll'l-lgl‘ is ot
achieved until the third year and the way it is assumed is interesting; the
process is a very gradual one so that they cannot be said o moult out into
adult plumage, the change being more like that of a Weaver or Whydah
n‘ﬂlﬂil]s into colour, First a small area of purple-violet appears on the throat,
soon followed h‘_r others on the back and mantle. These gr:lﬂu.L"}' increase
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in size until they merge and the throat and the whole of the upper surface are
purple-violet.  Simultaneously, the thrush-like specklings on  the breast
gradually disappear, unul eventually it becomes pure white.

Our Amethyst Starlings remain in their outdoor nviarr all the year round,
but their shelter is heated and they are shut into it each night during the winter.

ﬁenga[ fgﬂfa

(Pitta brachyura)

AB[RD of great beanty, the Common or Bengal Pitta is the only member
of the family that was ever at all commonly mmported into Europe.
Pittas are birds with plump thick-set bodies, long sturdy legs enabling them to
run very swiftly, and short stubby tails which they frequently bob up and down.

The male has the top of the head biscuit brown with a broad black stri
down the centre which is joined by another black sr.n'lfe from below the
eye. There is a narrow white stripe over the eye, while the back is dark grass
green and the lower part of the rump is shining turquoise blue. The wings
are black and various shades of blue, the latter making them a glorious sight
when spread. The tail feathers are black dpped with blue. The throat
is white and the lower plumage biscuit brown with a brilliant scarlet patch
on the abdomen. The female resembles the male, though all her cr::l'iﬂurs
tend, if anything, to be a trifle duller.

This species inhabits most of India, its range extending southwards 1o
Ceylon. It breeds in the foothills of the Himalayas and in the western and
central portions of the country.  Although chiefly a bird of the jungle, it is
said sometimes ro be found in more open country containing tree—clad ravines
in which it can take shelter. It is also said to be easily approachable and not
shy which seems astonishing to anyone who has kept these birds in a planted
aviary. Under such semi-natural conditions they are the shyest and wariest
birds imaginable, so much so indeed that if the undergrowth is thick enough
they will Ec hardly ever seen.

My own experience of keeping these birds s confined to a single speamen
which lived for several years in a planted aviary before the war.  As Pittas
are not hardy it had to be caged in a heated birdroom each winter, which I
must say provided the only opportunity I ever had of fully apprecating its
great beauty. 1 used to put him out n the aviary in May and, provi the
autumn was a mild one, Eriug him m again towards the end of October.

During his six months in the aviary 1 scarcely saw him and he hardly ever
flew except at dusk to reach a high perch on which he roosted at night.  Most
of the rest of his tme was spent skulking in a thicket of snowberry, and only
occasionally would he come out to walk about on the grass with his stumpy
tail bobbing up and down.  This he did when he imagined himself to be un-
observed, after which, if he still thought there was ntim!y about, he would
hop up on to a log lving on the ground, which 1 had provided for his special
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benefit. Generally speaking, however, I must own that he was about the
dullest planted aviary inhabitant imaginable.

Curiously enough, when caged for the winter my Pitta did not dash wildly
about in his more confined quarters as one would have expected, but instead

became at once perfectly tame and steady. Druring that time, [ used o keep
him in a large flight cage of the box type with wire only in front—about

The Black-crested Yellow Bulbul is a vivacious aviary bird with a pleasant
liquid sang

4 feet long by 2 feet high by 18 inches deep. This I furnished with a perch
fairly high up one end where he used to roost and a small dec aved moss-
covered log on the Hoor, upon which he sat for ke mg periods.

Theactual floor of the cage was covered with a tairly deep layer of peatmoss,
and I kept the whole suitably moist by spraying it (as well as the Pitta who
scemed to thoroughly enjoy it) daily with a fine misty spray of rain water,

The most important thing to remember about Pittas is that they must
have moist conditions as nearly as possible resembling those they would find
in their nanve jungle. Otherwise their health and plumage suffer, and their
feet, particularly under the dry conditions of an ordinary cage with a sanded
floor, quickly go wrong.

I am sure there can be no doubt that the ideal way to keep birds of this
genus is in the warm moisture-laden atmosphere of a greenhouse or con-
servatory, as the well-known French aviculturist Monsieur Delacour did so
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successfully. Failing that 1 think my alternative method has much to recom-
mend it, and I can truly say that my bird was always in perfect health and
condition. In the difficult time of winter his plumage benefited enormously
from its daily spraying with rain water.

Male Pittas are said sometimes to artack their wives and to be pugnacious
towards aviary companions. As to the former I cannot say, having never
kept a pair, but 1 do know that my bird never showed the slightese sign of
animosity towards any of the other birds that shared his aviary, although in
some cases they were much smaller,

[ used to feed him on insectivorous mixture, with a few finely-shredded
scraps of raw meat given twice a week, and about seven mealworms or a few
gentles per day. Sometimes, he would also cat ripe sweet apple, particularly
if it was chopped up small and put on top of the nsectivorous mixture. |
gave the shredded scraps of raw meat only during the winter months that he
spent in a flight cage.

5&10&-{?&5&:! yﬁ'!ﬁmr ﬂtﬂnf

(Otocompsa flaviventris)

F this Bulbul were—as its name implicu—n vellow bird with a black crest,

it would be very striking indeed.  But actually 1ts body colour is a dull
yellowish olive-green, which is not an attractive combination with the black
of the crest.

The sexes are alike, though the hen is perhaps slightly smaller than the cock.

The Black-crested is one of the larger Bulbuls and is found ur Indo-China
and Malaya. Its rather dull appearance is compensated for by the fact that
like most of the Bulbuls it 1s a vivacious aviary bird with the pleasant liquid
notes that are characteristic of the family,  Irs feeding and grnrmlf requirements
are the same as those of other Bulbuls,

gf a r‘é -fr eaJecf On'a£*

{Oviolus xanthornus)

VERY beaunful bird, this Orole is fairly often imported. It is brighe,
golden yellow, with the head, throat and upper breast, as well as the
major portion of the wings, black, and there is also black on the tail. The
legs are plumbeous-grey; the bill pink; and the iris of the eye red. The
sexes are alike. Lrngtﬁ is o inches. There are several local races of this
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Oriole, but the typical one inhabits the sub-Himalayan ranges from Kangra
to Upper Assam, and also the Ganges plain.

Except for the greater amount of black in the plumage, it much resembles
the European Golden Oriole (Oriolus oriolus), which, though a rare visitor to
these shores, is officially listed as a British bird, There is, however, one
curious disparity between two such similar specics, namely that, while the sexes
of xanthornus are alike, the plumage of the sexes in oriolus is totally different,
making it a simple matter to pick out a pair.

In a wild state the Black-headed Oriole is said to be a noisy and active bird,
sometimes to be seen in gardens, and abundant in well-wooded plains. Their
voices are described as sometimes melodious, and at other times a harsh cawing
note.  The nest is a neat cup-shaped affair, carcfully constructed between a
slender forking branch mwa.rmhc end of one of the boughs of a tree.

At the time of writing, | have two of these Orioles in a very large planted
aviary containing a pond, and, so far, 1 have never heard either of them utter a
sound of any kind.  On the rarc occasions when one catches a glimpse of them
flying about in the aviary, they look extremely handsome—a wonderful flash
of black and yellow—but they have the unfortunate Scarlet Tanager habit
of plunging into the depths of the thickest bushes the moment anyone
appmacﬁm the aviary. | hope, however, they may become steadier when
they are more used to their surroundings.

They are difficult birds when first imported as they are sent over on a bean-
Hour mixture which we do not have in this country, and are not easy to wean
on to anything else. Eventually, however, one can usually induce them to eat
insectivorous mixture and fruit, and | have found that they are particularly
partial to thin slices of sweet apple pushed through the wire netting close to a
perch.  Figs can also be tried, as wild figs are said to constitute one of their
chief sources of food in a wild state.  They will also eat other summer fruits,
and chopped dates and soaked currants are a useful standby in winter.

Driuiljcs are also very insectivorous, but, curiously enough, my experience
with newly-imported specimens has been that, at first, they were strangely
reluctant to sample either mealworms or gendes.  Eventually, however, th
usually take to both, and 1 think gentles are probably the more suitable, wit
mealworms given occasionally as a succulent te-bit.

None of the Orioles, so far as 1 know, has ever been bred in confinement
in this country, so they provide a good target for an ambitious aviculturist,

5&1::4 & mt[ I?J .S‘:' bia

{Leioptila capistrata)
THIS is the best-known and most frequently imported of the Sibias, and a
most attractive aviary bird which readily becomes tame. The head is
adorned with a bushy erectile black crest and the black beak is slender and
slightly curved.  The rump and under parts are cinnamon-brown and the back
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is brown with a greyish tinge. The tail is long and slate-grey banded with
slate-black at the up. The wings are the same colour as the back and have a
white band on the £nuid:r.

The length is about 10 inches.

It is an Indian bird, inhabiting the Himalayas, and is very common at Simla
and Darjecling where its ringing call note and striking appearance must have
made it familiar to many a British resident in days gone Ey

The sexes are alike and the only slight difference 1 have ever noticed is that
the hen's head is perhaps a trifle smaller and the crest not quite so bushy.

In a wild state they are said to be purely aboreal, seldom descending to the
undergrowth, and are gregarious out of the breeding season. Like the Jay
Thrushes (Garrulax) to which they have a considerable (ffinity, they are extremely
lively, restless, inquisitive birds and are thus seen at their best in a roomy planted
aviary either by t?l\'.'hﬁl‘.‘!\"r:h—w}ﬂch is practically essential if one wants to breed
them—or else with companions of similar size and strength.

They have been bred in captivity and have also been successfully kept at
liberty in this country—an experiment which 1 have always wanted to wry
myself as they must be most attractive liberty subjects.

Black-headed Sibias are quite hardy and their diet should consist of a good-
quality insectivorous mixture as well as plenty of fruit of which they are usually
very fond.  They must also have live food and this is best supplied in the form
of gentles and a rationed daily allowance of mealworms, the latter being increased
when they have young in the nest,

They can of course be successfully kept in an indoor aviary or a really
large flight cage, but it is only in a spacious planted outdoor aviary that one
can fully appreciate them and see them at their best.

!J)fa 1:'4 ~win gecl WQH a#

(Cracupica melanoptera)

HIS Mynah is not often imported but makes an attractive aviary bird. It
is white with black wings and tail.  The legs, beak and the patch of bare
skin on the face are pale yellow. The sexes are alike.

Distribution: Java,

We have had quite a number of these Mynahs at Keston, and kept four
in a large planted aviary. They made no attempt to go to nest, but it was guite
safe to keep them out all winter as they roosted in nest boxes at night.

We also kept a couple at liberty, but although they stayed well for a few
weeks, they eventally strayed. They were, however, very handsome and
showy at liberty while they stayed. Probably the chief reason why they
departed was because it was impossible to prevent starlings from cating the
food meant for the Mynahs,

Their dict should be the same as for the Indian Common Mynah,

-
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(Compsocoma somptuosa)

S well as being extremely beautiful, these are altogether charming birds
with a duligﬁtﬁ:l natural tameness, which was noted by the well-known
collector, C. 5. Webb, who wrote of them some years ago in The Avicultural
Magazine: “They are not wary of man, and also become very tame immediately
after capture .

The head and back arc black, the crown o the nape being yellow. The
tail and wing feathers are black edged with turquoise blue, and there is a
large cobale Elur patch on the shoulder. The whole of the under surface is
riuﬁ gamboge yellow, and the legs and feet are greyish flesh colour.  The bill
is black with a silvery grey patch at the base of the lower mandible, The sexes
are alike.  The size 15 about that of the well-known Scarlet Tanager, but with
a shorter tail.

Distribution: The Western Andes of Ecuador and Colombia, where it is
found up to an altitude of berween 5,000 and 6,000 feer.

Mr. Webb also wrote of this bied: * The Tanagers are noted for the
brilliance of their coloraton, and when the term * outstandin ly beautiful ’
11 applied to a member of this family, it means that the bird is a iving gem. |
think this can truly be said of the Blueshouldered Mountain Tanager " —
a well-merited and fitting tribute to the beauty of this charming bird.

In a cage, and particularly with hard perches, the feet of these Tanagers
soon become swollen and ins’nmcd. and the yellow areas of the plumage are
..i“ to fade to cream colour. But under the more natural conditions of a
Enm{-d aviary they do very well, their fect soon recovering, and the original

rilliance of their colouring can be regained by careful feeding. I give mine a
home-made msectivorous mixture which contains soya Hour, and is moistened,
before being given, with grated raw carrot; and they should, if possible, be
given plenty of elderberries when in scason, which fortunately coincides with
the period of the moult.  In addition to the basic insectivorous mixture, they
should be given fruits such as apples, grapes, pears, and chopped-up dates,
and they are very fond of sultanas that have previously been soaked in water
for 24 hours to enable them o swell,

As to live food, mine are given a rationed daily allowanee of gentles which,
unlike some birds, they scem to prefer in the chrysalis stage, but only a few
mealworims are given occasionally, as I think they are apt to cause over-fatness
which in turn may lead o firs.

I have four of these Tanagers in my private collection of rare Softbills at
Keston, and among them there is certainly a pair, as a nest was built last spring
m a privet bush and two of them were seen pairing.  We naturally wanted
the pair to have the aviary to themselves, as we thought the other two might
interfere with breeding operations, but in catching these up 1 am afraid we
disturbed the breeding pair, as thereafter they seemed o lose interest in the
nest.  Perhaps we would have done betrer to have left all four together, but

= 25K
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1T 15 :1F'A.'L.I\'\ 1{l|;|:h.'ll|1. Eiw iillﬂ'.'. ‘.'\.'Fl.|l; 15 l|\lr.'-\.[ (%] LF_-I ||:'|...51'r CIFCUmistances .|1' -,|'||-.
kind.

These Tanagers seem to have no proper song, but when excited they uteer
a rapid series of rather high-pitched {'lnrpjny‘ notes as they chase cach other about
A0 the bushes; but the chase is of short duration, and et .ll]:. Hl.‘-:'.ll\[l]!_" I:hq'_\
live very amicably together.

Being mountain birds from the High Andes, they are quite hardy, but as
I do not feel inclined to take anv chances with such r.|.I|T||,'\.. mite are shut Lo
a well-lighted shelter each nighe during the winter.

J—“J‘i’ &= ff;' v !I'.’if 1‘;:: l"lr.;'l”!‘

(Cyanops asiaticus)

HE Barbets always remind me a licde bit of Shrikes, and range in size

between a Bullfineh and a Jav. Their colours are bright and similar

to those of many psittacine birds. The Blue-throated, sometimes also called

the Blue—checked Barbet, 15 one of the prettiest as well as the mose trequently-
||||i~u|[n| member of the family, It is found in the Himalayas :

It is 1”:1!_"'.”. grecn with a skyv blue !1-;'.|||. H:u_ crown and vwo small s.!'u..'.t-.

on the sides of the neck arc carmune red. There is a black |'l.||'||,| ACTOSS Il'l{'

The Blue-throated
Barbet is by far the
most  Trequently im-
ported of the Barbets.
It is a well known and
comman species in its
native land of India.
In addition to this it is
one of the prettiest and
most  gally coloured
of the Barber family
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head, which is continued above the eyebrows. The beak is horn-coloured,
and has some small suff ﬁ}rwa.rd-pointi.u bristles at its base. 1 have never had
a hen, but 1 believe her colours are rather less vivid than those of the cock.
The size is about that of a Thrush.

These birds are not to be trusted with weaker companions, 1 kept one,
however, in an aviary with a heated sheleer in winter, ﬁ::’cumpaniuns bein
Crested Bronze-winged Pigeons, Purple-headed Glossy Starlings and Black-
headed Golden Orioles, without there bei g any sign u;rsquabbling.

These Barbets should be fed on insectivorous mixture, and they will also
usually ear a certain amount of sweetened bread and milk as well. They
require live food and this is best supplicd in the form of gentles. Mealworms
can be given, but care should be taken not to give too large a daily allowance
of these as they are very stimulatng, and, u.niss rationed, can lead to over-
famess. An allowance of from four to six medium sized ones per bird per
da}r 15 amplc, unless tl:lq.r are rearing young ones.

They are very fond of fruit, particularly of thin slices of sweet apple pushed
through the wire netting close to a perch, as well as other fruits, accor ing to
season.  Scaked currants can be offered in winter.

They do well in large flight cages and also in indoor aviaries, and are quite
casily tamed, Their rather metallic voices are loud, and can be heard g‘um
a considerable distance,

The Blue-throated Barbet would appear to be, more or less, the typical
race of this genus, as a great many kinds closely resemble it, the only difference
b:ing their sizes and the colours of their heads and necks.  OfF these, C. mr?‘}pm
from Ceylon has certainly been imported into Europe and €. franklini from
the Eastern Himalayas, probably so.

£gte-—wfngedf & va

(Siva cyanowroptera)

N inhabitant of the Himalayas, the Blue-winged Siva is an extremely
neat and active little bird, whose plumage is a blend ufEa!t fawn below
with some greyish-olive above. The crown, i:ck of the neck, wings and tl
are sky blue, with black and white markings. Length is about 6 inches.
It is seldom imported, but is quite hardy and perfectly easy to cater for, requiring
a fine-grade insectivorous mixture, a Ettlc ruit such as sweet apple or banana,
and a few mealworms or gentles daily,
The cock 1 had at one time in my bachelor aviary used to capture quantities
of small insects for himself, and 1 should advise anyone who keeps a Siva in a
cage to supplement his live food diet with any spiders, caterpillars etc., that he
may come across. My bird simply adored a Pekin Robin that was in the same
aviary, though it always appea to me a somewhat one-sided affair as the
Pekin often scemed extremely bored with his restless self-constituted satellite.
-
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1 should, perhaps, use some stronger word than  restless ™ to describe him,
for the little Siva came, 1 think, nearer to my idea of perpetual motion than
any bird 1 have ever kept with the possible exception of Red-headed Parrot
Finches. Never for a sccond was he motionless, and he was uvsually dashing
about when it was almost dark and all the other birds had gone 1o roost.

The Bluc-winged Siva is said readily to become tame, and 1 should think
that in a cage, with the aid of mealworms, this would probably be the case,
though I cannot imagine such a quicksilver livde bird Ecing anything but a
tiressomely restless companion in a room.

£MI e -S‘:fﬂ éil‘ﬂ,

(Nectarinia kilimensis)

THIS is one of the larger Sunbirds, being about the same size as the Malachire,

and comes from East Africa, The head, neck and throat are metallic
reen.  The back is deep, fiery copper-red, the wings, tail and underparts
ing black.

[%kc most of the Sunbirds, it is very beautiful, but I found it no less iug-
nacious than other members of the family, which is a pity, as I think that there
could be few lovelier sights than a planted aviary in summer containing a
number of different species of Sunbirds, if only it were possible to keep them

together.

£ﬂ' gl’lﬁ

(Maolpastes cafer and Otocompsa emeria)

HE Red-vented Bulbul (Molpastes cafer) is a well-known Indian bird which

has a very wide Oriental range, and is generally (though erroneously)
supposed to be the Bulbul of Persian hiterature, which by pouring forth a
glorious song adds the finishing touch to amorous delights i a rose-scented
Persian garden. Actually the ﬁird has a few cheerful ninging notes but no
proper song, and it would appear that the songster so lauded by Eastern poets
15 a race of the Nightingale (Luscinia megarhyncha africana) and not a Bulbul at all.
The Red-vented Bulbul is brown, the l{'athcrs of the back, wings and breast
being whitish bordered, which gives a scale-like effect. The throar and
slightly-crested head are glossy black. The abdomen and upper tail-coverts
are whitish and there is a Erigl‘lt red patch on the vent.  The tail is handsome;
brown at the base shading into almost pure black at the ups of the feathers,

L ]
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which are bordered with white. The sexes are alike.  Length is about 8 inches.

These are arnong the commonest of Indian birds, and are as attached to
gardens and the haunts of man as is our English Robin. They have a few
clear ringing notes and a habit D‘Fﬂ}l‘-{‘all:'hil'ig from some vantage point in the
evenings. Because of these charactenistics they are usually among the few birds
that even those European wvisitors with no interest in ornithology cannot fail
to notice and remember.  With the Indians they are favourite pet birds.

They live well in confinement, cither in a large flight cage or an aviary,
and should be fed on best-quality insectivorous food with a small daily allow-
ance of mealworms or gentles.  Fruit can be offered and mine were fond of
clderberries. It is a grear many years since | kept Red-vented Bulbuls, but, as
far as | can remember, | found them extremely pugnacious in mixed company.
I have always thought, however, that both this and its relative the Red-cared
Bulbul (Oreconipsa emeria) would be admirable subjects for a controlled-liberty
experiment such as are described in the case of Shamas and Dhya] Birds.

The Rep-parep Bursul is an attractive bird, more so [ think than the Red-
vented. The back, wings and tail are brown, the last very dark and having
all but the two central feathers tipped with white.

There is a conspicuous white patch on the check, with a red tuft or whisker
across it springing from just below the eve.  The crest, crown and a narrow
line below the white cheek patch, are black, and the crest, which is quite a
perky hede affair, points forward like that in mimature of a cockatoo. The
underparts are mainly whitish, with a broad brownish-black gorget across the
chest broken by whitsh m the centre.  There is a crimson patch under the
base of the tail. The sexes are alike. Length is about 8 inches.

This bird also comes from India, and with the Red-vented is the most
commonly imported of the Bulbuls. It has much the same notes, but they are,
perhaps, rather more musical. The advice T have given with regard to the
feeding, housing, etc., of the Red-vented Bulbul applies also to this bird,
which is rather more fond of fru.

C;omm on ﬂmrgn eal

(Icterus icterus)
HE Hangnests are closely allied to the Troupials, and this bird is sometimes
called the Orange Troupial. As well as being the most common, it is
also one of the pretiest of a very beautiful family.

The male is bright orange with the head, neck, throat, and tail black, and
the wings a mixture of black, white and orange. Length is about 10 inches.
Hens are very seldom imported and 1 have never had one, but I believe they
are greyish-olive on the upper parts and pale yellow on the underparts.  These
birds are found in Colombia and Venezuela.

The Common Hangnese makes a charming eage or aviary bird and has a
cheerful whistle. Provided it 1s kept in a really roomy cage, preferably of the

L]
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box type, a single male makes a most engaging pet, as he will become extremely
tame and is a clever mimic. 1 believe there is one on record that was taught
to whistle no fewer than seven tunes.

A friend of mine once had one which, though delightfully tame, could
never be let out of its cage as it always made a bee-line for people’s eyes,
apparently thinking they would look far better without them! This bird was,
of course, an exception, as most Hangnests can safely be let out of their cage for
periods of liberty in a room and are most entertaming. They are by nature
just as inquisitive as Starlings and Jackdaws and will probe every nook and
cranny with their sharp beaks, presumably in the hope of finding some tooth-
some morsel in the form of an insect.

A single male Hangnest makes a very beautiful, active, and entertainingly
acrobatic member of a bachelor aviary, provided he is associated with other
birds of his own size and strength and prchrnbl}r not those with mainly yellow
or orange plumage becanse, as is so often the case with birds, he strongly
objects to others with the same colour-scheme at his. He is not to be trusted
in a communal aviary where breeding operations are in progress as 1 should
say that he would be quite capable of raiding nests ;mcr devouring newly-
hatched voung ones.

These Hangnests should be fed on a good-quality insectivorous mixture,
plus about cight mealworms per bird per day or a few gentles and plenty of
sweet ripe fruit.

A disadvantage is that the lovely brilliant orange in their plumage is in-
clined to fade o yellow in confinement. It has been suggested that this
should be combun:c{ by colour-feeding them as is sometimes done o deepen
the colour of Canaries, and it would be very interestng to see if this was effectuve
in retaining their colour,

CJQMMOH myﬂﬂé

{Acridotheres tristis)

HIS bird must not be confused with the Greater Hill Mynah, the large

black bird with yellow wattles which makes such an excellent talker and is
always a centre of attraction at Zoos, The Common Mynah has the head,
upper breast, and neck, black, and the rest of the plumage rich cinnamon-
brown paling almost into white on the abdomen. The outer flight feathers
are white at the base and then dark brown, while the tail is almost black with all
but the two central feathers tpped with white. The bright yellow beak,
legs, and face wattle are conspicuous features, and both sexes are alike.  Length
is about 10 inches.

As their name implies, they are one of the best known of Indian birds
being found everywhere in the vicinity of man and his dwellings. Like our
own Starling, they spend much of their time walking sedately about on the
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A bird of considerable intelligence, the Greater Hill Mynah makes a fascinat-
ing pet. It is a great mimic and will often learn to say a few words as well as
being & wonderful whistler of various tunes

ground, usually in pairs which display considerable affection for one another.
'lhw_. are said to be excellent '-'A..I'[l'.l'lt{l.'lg‘. in Indian _gnhl._'m. collecting in an
angrily chattering throng if one of them has discovered the presence of a
snake or mongoose, much as our Blackbirds do if one of their number comes
across a roosting Owl in the daytime.

As in the case of our Starlings, converging parties of these Mynahs all make
at dusk for some favourite roosting place, and it is only after much '.'.'T.1:||._|_\;_ljn:.;
and many :lu'l:i}' d!\]m!:'h about someone ]1.wt|:!_':_ a5 It were, [‘Hn'hl.'d someonc
else’s pet armchair, that the community at last falls silent.  They are said to be
very combative and should certainly never be kept with small birds, though in
my experience a single bird is quite harmless in an aviary with other birds
of about the same size,

The Common Mynah I shall always remember best was one 1 had in a
lanted aviary when war broke out in September 1939.  Fearing 1 should no
onger be able to get food for them, I decided to liberate most of the birds in
the aviary. As the Mynah had always been so stupidly wild I felt sure that he
would make off at once and [ should never see him again.

Strangely enough, however, nothing of the kind oecurred. On the
contrary :Il.' '|,1r-:1‘."|.'||.tl1|I h!.' Eht‘ |!'|n|.'x[ HI-\I:.'I‘_-'I:'T\ .HI'Il.i one l.'lf.!lh' nicest ]ih[‘[:}‘ |!1ir:1'i
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I have ever had. He adopted as his home a large plum tree in the middle
of the garden, and to this tree he became so passionately attached that he
couldn’t bear to be away from it for long. He made cx[:::ditinns abour the
garden, but if not in evidence elsewhere E{: could always found in his pet
plum tree. Curiously enough, he never seemed to attack the good frui,
though he was very ond u(gnvcrripc windfalls, or ones on the tree that had
already been attacked by wasps.

I still had one or two Softbills in a planted aviary and when [ went to feed
them the Mynah invariably appeared in an overhanging tree.  Though, for
some reason, he had been so desperately wild in the aviary he was now quite
tame and would almost, though not quite, take mealworms from one’s fingers.
He is about the only pleasant memory | have of the first of the war months, and
was a handsome sigl!:t as he wing:cif his way about the garden with a rather
laboured yet buoyant flight, the white-marked wings and white-tipped tail
being very conspicuous as he flew.

He had a perfect passion for carwigs and it was amusing to watch him from
a window as he walked sedately along a path in front of the house methodically
tapping with his beak the wooden stakes to which the dahlias were tied, and
then looking up expectantly to catch such earwigs as he could dislodge by this
rather ingenious method.

He seemed to feel neither interest in nor animosity towards the native
birds in the garden so long as they remembered that the plum tree was his own
exclusive property, and that its sacred precincts must on no account be profaned
by strangers.  On the few occasions when this did occur, there was a terrific
shimmozzle, and I saw the Mynah angrily put to flight a Jay which had been so
impertinent as to put foot on his beloved tree.  This, | thought, was a pretty
good effort on the Mynah's part.

Somehow it was rather nice to have at liberty a bird that so obviously
treated one’s garden as its home where it could always be found, and com-
pletely i the surrounding fields and woodlands which, so far as | know,
it never once visited.

If it is desired to breed these Mynahs it would be as well to give them a fair-
sized aviary to themselves, and as they are omnivorous feeders, they will need
as varied a diet as possible, particularly when they have young in the nest.
They should be given a coarse grade insectivorous mixture and are very fond
of house scraps put through a mincer. Soft fruit, perferably overripe, and
insects are also appreciated.  As live food [ should give them when rearing
young plenty of cleaned gentles and, more sparingly, mealworms. They
should also be provided with any other insects thar they will eat, and would
doubtless appreciate strips of raw meat and small mice.

Our anr.'h-: breeding scason or when kept singly as cage pets (their cage
mitst be a really large one) they will HuurisL on an insecuvorous mixture, a
little fruit, and a daily ration of mealworms or gentles.  Like all omnivorous
species, the more varied their diet the happier they will be.

Any prospective breeder of these bir«.ﬂ who i’ms a suitable garden—one of
two or three acres in extent would be guite large enough—could considerably
lighten his labours in the feeding line by letting the parents loose as soon as the
brood hatched. 1 have not :rinfthis myself, but judging by the single specimen
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I had at liberty I feel sure they would prove the best possible stayers and very
attractive and useful gardeners as well. No doubt they would take a great
interest in digging operations, helping to rid the soil of unwelcome pests such
as wireworms etc., by eating or feeding to their brood any that were turned up.

'TI].L'Ir \K']{'L'[i\ W1 *"!- |'||_'-,|_|||-!_r SCs 1 a "r\'ill.l state JP]‘L"'.IF‘\ Lo !'II;"' a5 l.,'.'lrll:li lIi.I:, s
their choice of foods. They will, in fact, nest almost anywhere and hardly

The Dhyal Bird, sometimes called the Magpie Robin, is almost as well known
to aviculturists as the Shama, and it, too, has a very pleasing song

.|.||:.l.|1|11|:3, seems to come amiss with which to construct their large untidy neses,
which often include bits of string and cotton and old rags, In an aviary |
should try them with a |.u!._'r half -'-|1a'11—l-n-|1h d nest box, also a bundle of
branches nailed up under overhead cover, and let them choose between these,
giving them as varied an assortment of nesting materials as possible.

The Common Mynah will learn to whistle and sometimes to talk, though
in the latter respect it is far less gifted than the Greater and Lesser Hill Mynahs
of the genus Bulabes, both of which require the same treatment,



Dhyal Bind
{Copsychus saularis)

COMMON Indian bird with the alternative name of Magpic Robin,

which gives rather a good idea of its appearance. It is slightly larger than

a Shama and has a tail of medium length which it often carries cocked up

at such a steep angle that the end of the tail is rather higher than the crown of the
head. When excited it fans out its tail and flirts it vigorously up and down,

The male is glossy black, with the lower breast, belly and under mil-coverts
white. The central pair of tail feathers are black, the others being white, and
the black wings have conspicuous white markings. The beak and legs are
black. The black areas of the male’s plumage are replaced in the female with
dark greyish-brown, the head and upper brease being dark slate-grey.  She
las the same areas of white in her plumage as the male.

The typical race is the Indian one, but it is a bird of wide distribution and
there are several slightly different forms which are found in Ceylon, China
and Malaya.

Its habits in a wild state appear to be similar to those of our own Robin,
as it is a familiar bird in Indian gardens and seems to prefer the vicnity of
human dwellings. Normally it is a ground-loving bird, and spends much of its
time hopping about searching for the insects on which it lives, but like our own
Blarkbirci it sings from the topmost branch of some garden tree, wsually
in the moming and evening. [Its song is very beautiful, and in a land where
songhirds are scarce ranks next only to that of the Shama, which it somewhat
resembles.

In confinement the Dhyal Bird's requirements are the same as those of the
Shama. As | have dealt with the latter at considerable length, the reader who
desires detailed information regarding the housing, feeding and general
management of Dhyal Birds should refer to the account of the Shama.

Before the war I tried a pair of Dhyal birds at controlled liberty in the
same way as | had Shamas the previous year.  They went to nest at once and
were liberated as soon as the young ones hatched.  Once again, however, |
was thwarted of complete success, for the hen must have come to an untimely
end—probably as a Sparrow Hawk's meal—when the four nestlings were
growing fast and alrcady well-feathered.

They are particularly nice birds ro have at liberty because the male’s black
and white plumage shows up well, and being so essennally garden-loving
birds they seldom strayed beyond the confines of the garden.  The surrounding
meadows and woodland apparently had little attraction for them,

Although officially classed as an insectivorous species, Dhyal Birds are also
partly carnivorouns, and the pair [ had at liberty were very keen mousers. 1
first became aware of this when one day | saw the cock laboriously dragging
out of some undergrowth at the bottom of a thick hedge something 1 took to
be a large insect f:?sumr_' kind. However, it turned out to be a small mouse,

267 -
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and one could tell by the expert way in which it was killed and caten that he
treated mice as a normal part of his diet

-I-Illl."ul. !'lil'l.l'l 'WI”. ]I\-'i' '\.'\l._"]l m L'H'Ilri.lh'l:lll.‘ill On INSSCUvVOrous mixtare, -|}1]‘JL‘~
and about eight mealworms or a few gentles per day per bird, but as Yy
experience when keeping them at liberty shows, they would undoubredly
appreciate an occasional small mouse or strip of raw meat as a ut-bic. I
might also be beneficial to vary their live food [-3. giving mealworms and
gentles on alternate days They must be provided with regular b.|[hi||g
tacilities, as they are just as keen on their bath as is a Shama.

il

Cqyplian /-) ﬂjl‘.f{’l' or ‘;'m-mf(fﬁ d_"ﬂ'r:f’

{ Pluvialis aegyptiuns)

YHIS beautiful little Plover is known as the Crocodile Bird because 1t 1s
said to perform the rather perilous service of keeping the crocodile’s
teeth clean.
The crown to the nape is black, contnued in a long V shape down the
centre of the back, and there is a broad black stripe through the eye and a

broad white one above it.  The back and wings are ash grey; the H:ghh are

The Egyptian Plover, a very attractive bird, prefers a warmer climate than is usual in
Britain, and is best housed in a large indoor planted aviary



FAIRY RBLUEBIRD 266

white, tipped with black, and with a broad black band across the centre, so
that the bird looks very striking when in Hight. The chin s white and the
rest of the underparts are creamy yellow, with a black band or necklace across
the chest curving upwards to join the black band through the eye.  The hill
is hlack and the ratf:rr shore legs are greyish-blue,

Distribution: Egypt, Uganda, Senegal, Northern Migeria, etc.

This bird will sometimes stand motionless and hunched up for a time, and
then advance with a curious quick jerky step. We had a ;:{mph: at Keston in
our largest planted aviary which contains a Pund, and they did quite well on a
mixed diet of gcntlrs. mealworms, scraps of raw meat, cte. and, I think,
m:cminn:lly ate Insectivorous mixture,

We found, however, that they were really lively only during spells of hot,
dry weather and that our normal English summers did} not suit them at all,
They really seem to do best all the year round in large indoor aviaries with a
sandy Hoor, pool, rocks and some vegetation, such as one finds at some of the
larger zoos: under these conditions they prove both lively and decorative.

jﬂ iry gfuegt' lt!

ERE is one of those birds that seldom fail to evoke a gasp of astomished

admiration even from the ordinary layman who takes no particuhr
interest in aviculture. MNor is this o be wondered at, for truly the Fairy
Bluebird is a creature of surpassing beauty.

The cock is clad in rich velvery hluz, contrasting with the intensely vivid
cobalt-blue of the head, neck, mantle, and tail-coverts. These blue parts of the
plumage, perhaps owing to the faint mauvish-pink lights in them, give the
impression of highly glized china. Mot content with all this splendour, he
also has red eyes whicﬁ glow like rubies in their jet black setting, and are one
of his most beautiful features. The black beak is fairly strong and hooked
slightly at the up, but the legs and feer, which are dark rey, are curiously
small and weak for the size and sturdy build of the birg itself. Length s
about 10 inches.

The hen 15 dark greenish-blue. They inhabit India, Malaya and Indo-
China. Both sexes have a curious way of sometimes sitting bolt upright, with
their tails pointing straight at the ground and their beaks raised. The usual
note uttered by the cock is a double-syllabled one, resembling * Twit-twit.”
Fairy Bluchirds are sometimes called * Blue Drongos " and this is perhaps the
more correct name for them, as they are very closely related to that famly.

Irena puella used to be fairly frequently imported, but it was always expen-
sive to buy. The other races; I p. cyanea, the Malayan race, I p. criniger
from Sumatra and Borneo, and I p. furcosa fn1n1LIjavn, do not differ widily
from I. puella, with the exception of the first named which is completely blue.

I have had experience of keeping Fairy Bluebirds only in a large flight cage
indoors, and they will do quite well under such conditions provided their
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plumage is frequently sprayed with tepid rain water, as a dry atmosphere causes
their feathers to become brittle and lose their gloss. Undoubred y, the ideal
way to keep them would be in an aviary consisting of a shelter capable of being
heated in winter and communicating with a roomy outdoor flight.,

While Fairy Bluebirds are not exacting in their diet, they do not seem par-
ticularly keen on fruit, yet I feel sure a certain amount of this is beneficial to
them. Apples, for example, if hung up in the usual way, they will seldom touch.
Much the best method of supplying them with fruir is to chop a ripe sweet
apple into small portions ans mix this with their insectivorous mixture.
They will then go down to their usual food pot and in cating the in-
sectivorous mixture will consume a fair amount of apple as well.  In addition
to this they should be given mealworms, the correct allowance per bird per
day being about ten, preferably five in the moming and another five in the
evening.  Gentles also make an excellent live food for them.

When mealworms are included in a bird's diet, T consider it most important
that they should not be given all at the same time so that the bird can gorge
itsclf and probably have violent indigestion as a resule. This, after all, is mﬁy
common sense, for wild birds living chiefly on insects have to search for them.
consuming them here and there at probably fairly long intervals as they happen
[0 COMme acToss lhl‘l“a

Fairy Bluebirds usually lay only two eggs in a clutch, but though they have
nested I do not think young ones have ever been reared in confinement.  Two
major obstacles to be overcome by anyone desiring to breed them would be
that hens are rather prone to egg-binding and even if the eggs are successfully
laid, the parents, as likely as not, will proceed to cat them.

1 should imagine, too, that they would be liable to throw their young out
of the nest a few days after hatching, particularly if too lavishly supplied with
mealworms. Instead, 1 should cut guwn the latter, giving plenty o(P gentles in
their place, as well as other live foods less stimulating than mealworms. A little
sweetened bread and milk might also be offercd.

gﬂ‘itlﬂl 'E#f{[ gﬂ éé[;r

(Pyctoris sinensis)

HE Babblers form an interesting group of birds which includes those

attractive and entertaining avian clowns thcgay Thrushes.

The Golden-eyed Babbler is a warin chestnut-brown above, with the lores
and eyebrow streaks, as well as the throat, cheeks, chin and breast, white, The
sides and abdomen are light buff, and the bird takes its name from the fact
that the irides of the eyes are pale yellow, and the eyelids bright orange. The

tail is fairly long, the black, and the legs yellow. Total lengeh is about
7 inches. The sexes are alike.



GOLDEN-EYED BABHLER 271

It is a bird of wide distribution, being found throughout India, Siam and
Burma, and also in China.  In a wild state they are usually to be met with
in small parties, frequenting gardens and open country studded with clumps
of bushes, and .n'nijihg densely-forested arcas.

They are noisy birds, but of rather skulking habit, so are more often heard
than secn, bl*;'llililll.[ most of their time in the d(.‘].‘ltili of the thickest bushes,

This common Indian bird, the Golden-eyed Babbler, is gregarious,
oing about in parties In its native land methodically searching
ow growing trees and bushes for the insects which form the chief
item of lts diet in a wild state. It is not very often imported,
probably because there are other Indian birds much more attrac-
tive to the aviculturist

Liruirssl}' wnu'hing for the various insects, 14!1.'1'}'4[];"!.. etc., which form the
bulk of their food. My own experience of keeping these birds 1s restricted to
a single specimen—I think a male—which spent a summer before the war in
a planted aviary at Keston.

These Babblers quic kly become tame, and being full of character and very
intelligent they rmL da.l]i_,hthll cage or aviary birds. If caged, however,
they should be housed in a flight cage of ample dimensions, and it greatly
benefits their health o let them oue p-.-riur.lical‘y so that they can have a fly
round the room.

'”n'I\' should be fed on an insectivorous mixture of g::ml Lliu]it}', and, of
course, live food.  The staple part of the latter should consist of a small daily

-
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The Golden-fronted Fruitsucker is freely imperted and readily becomes tame

.l“nw.m:'l.' UE- Jiu'.ﬂ'.'-‘n.‘::l’l'l]ﬁ or a t:‘w‘ rr}.UiL'LL'Ll one |.'|r- !_:l'l]l]l.'\i, as uc]l As any
live foods one can find for them such as spiders, caterpillars, ete.  Fruit can
also be offered, and they appreciate a little minced raw meat, but this should
only be given o casionally, and not as a daily item of their dier,

gu [;Kr*n —ﬁ*mr {,J jw ilsu :‘Lm-

(Chloropsis aurifrons)

HE Fruitsuckers are related to the Bulbuls, and the Golden-fronted is

the one most often imported. The male is Eu’:!_!]lt green, ],1_-|,]|_~r on the

breast and rather darker on the wings and tail, and there is a blue patch at the
"
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bend of the wing. The tail is short and square and the beak long, tapering to
a sharp point, and slightly curved. The that and checks are dark steel blue
bordered with black which widens out to form a large black gorget extendin
as far as the upper breast. This black area is, in turn, broad ¥ bordered with
yellow, and the forchead and front half of the crown are bright orange.

The Fruitsucker is about the size of a Lark.  The female resembles the male,
but her colours are rather less bright. These birds inhabic the Himalayas,
Malaya, Eastern India and Indo-China, and are quite often imported.

When I was young I had one for years which used to live in a cage in the
dining room. He was a nice bird, cxtremely tame (owing mainly to his
fondness of mealworms) and had quite a pleasant, though not very varied,
song. He would sometimes take a lIil:r,llr: insectivorous mixture, but 1 fed him
chieAy on nectar (such as I have recommended for Yellow-winged Sugar
Birds) and plenty of sweet ripe fruit, of which his favourites were oranges,
grapes and bananas. This species will take msects and small mealworms and
15 particularly fond of gentles. It is however, as its name implies, chiefly a
fruit-cater.

I once tried them with other birds in a large planted aviary, but found
them hopeless in a mixed collection. They mounted guard over the food pots
and would quickly have starved to death every other Eil‘ﬂ in the aviary as they
drove them off as soon as they ventured anywhere near the food.  They are,
however, very beautiful and do well in a flight cage. As they are not hardy,
it is necessary to winter them indoors in any case, unless they can be given an
aviary with a heated shelter.

gmafer :z)ﬂuéﬁ:-cﬂffare:! _S)unéirtf

(Cinnyris afer)

ME of the larger and most freely imported of the Sunbirds, this is also

one of the most beautiful,  The male ﬁ.‘u the head, neck, throatand mantle
shining metallic green, the wings and tail being dark slate-grey.  The abdomen
is lighter grey and the rump blue. The pectoral tufts are yellow and there
is a wide red band across the breast berween the green of the throat and the
grey abdomen. There is also a narrow band of blue separatung the green
throat from the red breast band,

The female, and the male when out of colour, are greyish, considerably
darker on the wings and tail, and washed with yellow below.,

Distribution: South Africa.

Unfortunately this is one of those birds that do not retain the red colour
in captivity, but even when the red band across the breast has become orange,
it is still very beautiful; in appearance only, however, for in dispositon it is
just as pugnacious as other Sunbirds, which makes it impossible to keep even a

ir together except during the comparatively short period when both are in
ull breeding condition. Consequently a single male is usually kept in a
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Hight cage indoors, where he will delight his owner by his beauty, his tameness
and his quite pleasant song.  Sunbirds often prove remarkably long-lived under
such conditions, provided, of course, that the cage is a really roomy one,
allowing plenty of Hight space.

They require the same LI;iL‘F as the Purple Sunbird.

gl'{*fﬂ gﬁﬂdiy -S?ﬂf&ﬂf

(Lamprocolius chalybeus)

HIS beaunful bird is the commonest and most-freely imported of the

Glossy Starlings. It is green with a high metallic gloss on the feathers.

The car-coverts, lesser wing-coverts and the sides and t tighs are blue. The

beak and legs arc black, and the eyes yellow. Length is about o inches. Both

sexes are alike, but hens are, if anything, very slightly smaller and slimmer than
the cocks, and their eyes are not of quite 5u:1| 4 Eﬁlli:mt yellow.

They are common throughout most of tropical Africa, especially Senegal.

Green Glossy Starlings can be kept in a Ergc flight cage, but fully to
appreciate their beauty they must be seen in an outdoor aviary, when the sun
g!ljimiug on their metallic plumage, which seems to change colour with ev
movement of the bird, making an unforgettable picture. They should, of
course, be associated only with other birds of their own size and strength.
If it is intended to try breeding them the chances of suceess are far greater if a
pair can be given an aviary to themselves.

They are very willing to nest, but will need a large and varied supply of
live insects on which to rear their brood, as mealworms alone are nearly always
too stimulating, causing them to throw their young ones out of the nest and
start again.  Various insects and caterpillars, as well as cleaned gentles and large
live ant pupa are, however, all suitable.

When not breeding, these Starlings are casily catered for in the matter of
live food, as an allowance of about eight mealworms or a few gentles per bird
daily suits them very well.  Their staple diet should consist of insectivorous
mixture, and some fruit such as a thin slice of apple pushed through the wire-
netting of the aviary close to a

I£1 had a pair that went to nest and hatched a brood | would unhesitatingly
keep them at * controlled li " while they were rearing their young ones.
That s to say, let the parents loose to forage for themselves as soon as the brood
hatched. By this method not only would they be doing great service in
helping to rid the garden of insect pests, but with their marvellously irridescent
plumage would be a continual joy to the eye as well.

Capt. G. W. Thompson successfully adopted this method with a breeding
pair of Green Glossy Starlings and published a most interesting account in the
Avicultural Magazine in 1930. In this he records thar the parents spent much

L]
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of their time searching for insects on the ground.  Soon, ™ to their great joy
they came upon some cows, and discovering that insects abounded in the
grass around them, spent much of their ume there. Being tame, they would
follow him about and soon got to know where the tin of mealworms was
kept, but, very wisely he gave these sparingly as he wanted the birds to forage
for themselves. He found the old birds well able to take care of themselves
and noted their aversion to wild Starlings, which they would chase away,
pursuing them for a considerable distance

i'in;t“}' he says:—"" As the young grew they could be heard calling like
yvoung Starlings, but in more musical voices. Food for them became larger

——

—

Of all the members of this gorgeous family the Purple-headed Glossy Starling
is undoubtedly one of the loveliest, with its brilliantly metallic plumage

and more varied. |:!tl_..=,-.' moths, beetles, and many baby Frn'-u\ and Erass-
hoppers and cherries, all went the same way, but never any kind of artificial
food undl the voung were out of the nest.  Then ,|1|.-3.':]|i1=-!,: secined o do
meat, egg, dried currants etc.”
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(Cissa chinensis)

HESE fine birds remind one of both the Shrike and the Jay families. Tl
male is _|.||1|_- green with chestnut flights, The

tail feathers are green,
except the two central ones, which have a white tip behind which is a black bar
The head is adomned with a bushy partially erectile green cre

3 The eye which
is encircled with red is in a broad black streak running from the beak to the
back of the head, thus separating the crest from the rest of the plumage. The
legs and beak are red.  Length is about 13 inches, the bird's general buld being
VY ]I\ ||5\-.' [|:-. |-.'||1.|'.'-.. 15 |||.'|_’:| ]:k,' |_!_'||_' |]]_t||.' |.\||.r 15 x'E|:,|_|-|[]|, 1|-|;- l.11'__|_||;r
bird of the two.

Cissas 1

abit Malay and Indo-China. They are said to be VEry noisy in

the early morning and late aft

moon and to be found ll~l'..|1-E\_\' \1||_;_:]-. or in pairs
They are among those birds that change colour in confinement. in their case
S Lra 'fllill.lifn I.1i'.‘||:l';. However, unlike all the other birds that do

this, their metamorpl 15 an improvement rather than otherwise, as the
F I

Related to the Shrike family this very beautiful bird, the Hunting Cissa, is
unique In that its green plumage becomes blue in confinement—a change which
does not in the least spoil its appearance. It has a buoyant flight

- a7
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black, white and chestnut in the plumage is retained, while the green, which is
the bird"s predominant colour, becomes a beautiful shade of soft powder-blue.

I have always greatly admired these birds, and having successfully bred
Occipital Blue Pies was anxious to try my hand with a pair of Cissas. About
two years before the war I managed to get a cock sull in wild green importa-
tion plumage, which rapidly changed to blue. The following year I obtained
a hen whose plumage was already blue. Unfortunately there the story ends
as the hen escaped when the pair were being moved into a large planted
aviary in which I hoped to breed them. As it seemed certain that war was
bound to break out sooner or later I made no attempt to obtain another hen,
and shortly afterwards ed with the cock.

The hen, incidentally, was almost the only mated escapec 1 have ever
known to vanish without trace.  Single birds often wander oﬁt once, hut she
and her husband already seemed attached to each other at the time of their
removal and it is very rare for a bird to stray if its mate is still in the aviary.

Hunting Cissas have the attractive buoyant flight of our native Jay, and leap
from perch to perch like Blue Pies. They also utter a similar repertoire of
strange and often harsh and discordant cries.

1 was very disappointed indeed not to have a chance of breeding them, and
should like to think I may still do so one day. This is doubtful, however, as
one never scems to be offered them nowadays, and in any case when 1
obtained a true pair, it was probably a bit of luck that would never be repeated.
I must rest content with having been able to keep them and enjoy ther great
beauty, even if only for a comparatively short tme.

It is unnecessary to give detailed instructions as to the feeding, housing and
general management of Cissas as this should be in every respect the same as that
I have recommended for Oceipital Blue Pies, and they should be given similar
nesting facilitics.

Cissas are sometimes exhibited at bird shows, and will live in a really large
flight cage, but to see them at their best they must be housed in an aviary which
they should have to themselves as they will attack other birds.

There are various races of this bird, one of which—a mountain race—was
first discovered about 70 vears in North Borneo by my uncle John White-
head, and named Cissa jefferyi atter my grandfather, Jeffery Whitchead.

ydf?anede gﬁw 3’9:4: tikas

(Cyanoptila cyanomelana)

HIS beautiful Flycatcher is obviously very closely related to the Niltavas

and has a crown and nape of the same brilliant blue. The male is blue,

with the throat, breast and sides of the head black, The abdomen is white.

The female s quite unlike her mate, her plumage being mainly brown,

Females are very hard to come by as they scem to be hardly ever imported,
.
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doubtless because the trappers concentrate on the more brightly coloured
males. :

This Flycatcher is found in China as well as Japan and migrates to Indo-
China and Malaya for the winter. It is about the same size as a Rufous-bellied
Niltava and its diet in captivity should be the same.

[ have owned several male Japanese Blue Flycatchers, but have not vet
suceeeded in getting a hen. P rsonally 1 have found them somewhat difficult
subjects in confinement, as an outdoor aviary with the shelter heated in winter,

The Japanese Blue Flycatcher is closely related
to the Miltavas and, like them, is rather difficule
to keep in condition. They are not hardy, but
heated winter quarters do not suit them

which is the ideal treatment for most foreign softbills, does not seem to suit
them at all; kt'p[ under such conditions, they are apt to go into a soft moult.

With Rufous-bellied Niltavas 1 found that heated winter quarters did not
suit them, but they did extremely well when kept in a large planted aviary all
the year round, always looking fit, even in spells of really hard weather. But
this treatment does not suit the Flycatchers, as they appear to feel the cold
when the weather is really bad, so possibly the best way 1o keep them would be
in an outdoor aviary during the summer and in a cage in an unheated birdroom
during the winter rnm:E‘hﬁ.
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{Tauraco corythaix)

ESPITE their beauty, I cannot say that I think the Touracous as a family
really deserve the reputation for amiability and gentleness—at any rate
to each other—that some writers have given them.

The Knysna is a case in point—a friend of mine had a couple of Hartlaub's,
believed to be a pair, together in a large aviary, yet evenmally one of them
murdered and scalped the other in the most brutal fashion.

This species is green with carmine wings, violet back, and dark green tail
shot with violet.  There is some bare white skin above and below the eye, and
the fine large green crest is dpped with white. Total length about 18 inches,
As with other Touracous, the sexes are alike, but the female is slighty the
smaller bird of the two, and has a more femmine-looking head.

Distribution: South Africa.

A couple of Knysnas [ had which were supposed to be a pair and certainly
looked a pair, proved impossible to keep together for long even in a lar
aviary, as sooner or later the cock invariably attacked the hen.  This was the
more extraordinary because when first put together they always seemed over-
joyed to be in cach other's company. We tried them together on three
separate occasions, but always with the same resule.

One of the chief beauties of most Touracous is the lovely carmine of their
wings which is said to be of a different sort of red pigmentaton to that of any
other bird, and to be soluble in water. 1 confess | had always rather doubred
the truth of this, but I can only say that when my Knysnas first arrived (badly
in need of a bath) the first thing they did was to bathe, and afterwards the
water was undoubtedly pink!

These birds require the same dict as the Purple-crested Touracou, and, like
the latter, they are not hardy and need aruficial heat in winter.

a& fac—‘r’mnfﬂc{ ,? nf {i'r

(Coracias caudata caudata)
OF all the many birds I have kept | always think of this as not only the

most beautiful, but the tamest and the most interesting as well. The
back is khaki-brown and the large bushy head is of a delicate shade of sage-
green with some whinsh colour round the base of the beak and above the eye.
The throat and upper half of the breast are rich purplish-mauve, the lower
breast, abdomen and under surface of the tail being pale sky blue. The wing:
are deep sky blue merging into a large patch of glossy purplish-violet on the
shoulders, this being also the colour of the rump, and the flights are royal blue
of a wonderful depth and richness.  The central tail feathers are dark greyish

2749 .
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The Lilac-breasted Roller is one of the most beautiful, tame and interest-
ing of all aviary birds, and when in flight its gorgeous colours make
it look like a tropical butterfly, Unfortunately it is Incredibly noisy

green and the outer ones are pale blue shading into dark blue at the tips. The
outermost tail feather on each side is greatly elongated mto a long, narrow
black point, slightly club-shaped at the tip, and it is this that gives the bird its
alternative name of |.nng~mifu:1 Roller. The bill is dark slate colour.

These Rollers are not easy to sex, but generally speaking the male is slightly
larger, with a heavier beak, Irgﬁ and feet.  Also the white round the beak and
above the eye is more pronounced and the tail feathers are even more elongated
than in the female. Total length: about 15 inches.

Distribution : ﬂngﬂl.L and south-castern Africa as far north as Kenya.

Beautiful as this Roller is in repose, it is even more so in flight, and to see
it on the wing is a quite unforgettable sight. It looks for all the world like
some ]‘.ll.lg;l..‘ tropical butterfly with azure and purp|c wings bordered with dark
blue; and the Luttcrﬂ}r illusion is heightened by the nature of its flight and its
complete soundlessness, which doubtless, owl-fashion, enables it to pounce
unheard on its prey.  This consists, in the wild state, of spiders, beetles, locusts,
scorpions, centipedes, ete., for which, perched on some bare branch or telegraph
wire, it is for ever on the watch.,

.
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Mine—aof which 1 have four, three females and a male—have as their staple
diet minced raw meat, chopped-up hard-boiled egg yolk and a constant supply
of live gentles and a ratimmcf daily allowance of mealworms.  In addition they
are given small mice when available, and they have been seen to catch and eat
anyﬁimd or small grass snake that strays into their aviaries. The grass snake
took quite a time to eat, being gradually gulped down until it had completely
disappeared.

These Rollers are incredibly noisy birds with their harsh, chattering, barking
crics, and the snag about them is that it is often difficult to keep two—even
a pair—together for long. Also, when they are first introduced to cach other
the ensuing din is quite indescribable.  This is followed b{ a wild chase round
the aviary, and if one bird gets the upper hand of the other, it will be found
necessary to separate them and put one in an adjoining aviary, before trying
them together later on.

Rollers are totally unsuited to cage life, and not only is a really large aviary
with plenty of Aying space necessary to them for health reasons, but it is also
the only way in which their owner can enjoy their spectacular beauty to the full.
They are not hardy, so the open flight of the aviary must communicate with
a well-lighted enclosed shelter which can be heated in cold weather, and in
which they should be shut each night during the winter months,

I have never been able to get mine to eat insectivorous mixture and [
doubt if they could be kept in health for any length of time unless one were
prepared to keep them constantly supplied with live food in the form of gentles
and mealworms—supplemented, as aﬁ:-w:. with raw meat and hard-boiled egg.

It is extremely rare for these Rollers to be imported, and they were the
last birds 1 ever expected to have the good fortune to keep. But one of our
customers in South Africa came to see our Bird Farm when on a visit to this
country, and on his return home was good enough to make us a present of a
Lilac-breasted Rooller. This turned out to be a hen and was, and scill is, delight-
fully tame. Then by a stroke of luck, I managed to obtain another Roller fgnm
a Cornish aviculturist and this, although considerably larger and more brightly
coloured than the first one, also turned out to be a hen, so the prospects of
obtaining a pair scemed remote indeed. Finally, however, a gentleman in
Portuguese East Africa, who had read an article of mine about these Rollers,
very kindly sent me a true and in this case obvious pair.  Although they only
arnived in the early spring, the cock was put with the largest of our two hens
as soon as she came into breeding condition; after a few skirmishes and a
great deal of noise they settled down together and soon afterwards the cock
was seen pairing with the hen.

They went to nest in an ordinary parrakeet nest box hung up outside against
the wall of the shelter under overhead cover, and three egps were laid, two of
which hatched. Both parents took turns at incubating the eggs, although the
cock seemed to be on them more often than the hen,  All went well unadl the
elder of the two young ones was about ten days old, when the usual com-
motion was heard, and as the cock was found to have taken exception to the
hen's presence, she had to be removed to an adjoining aviary.

This may scem very unnatural behaviour on the part of a mated pair with
young in the nest, but T think the explanation is that in an aviary, and with a
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suﬁpl}r of live food constantly at hand, they tend to, as it were, get on each
other's nerves; whereas, in the wild state, they would both be too busy searching
for food for their young to have the tme or energy left for quarrelling.

The cock fed the young ones on gentles and mealworms and small mice
were also given. Fortunatcly, we managed to obtain a supply of live locusts
for them, and these, of course, were accepted with relish, as :I'u.:y are one of
their chief foods in the wild state.  Despite this, however, the young died in
the nest not long after the hen was removed from the aviary.

mufucﬁf le .S’un;t‘rdf

(Nectarinia famosa)

ONE of the largest of the Sunbirds, the Malachite is often imported and s
very striking in appearance.  The male is shining metallic green, coppery
above, with two %nrgc tufts of vellow feathers on the sides, e beak is long
and curved, and the two central tail feathers are very much clongated. When
out of colour the cock resembles the hen, being olive-grey, paler below, and
with a yc"uwish eyebrow streak. It is about the same size as a Siskin and is
a native of South Africa.

Deespite its great beauty, the Malachite has the failing which is common to
all Sunbirds—their extreme agressiveness and pugnacity,

This was strikingly evident recently when some Sunbirds, consisting of the
Bronze, the Malachite and the Greater Double-collared arrived at Keston, We
had not ordered them, so did not expect them and had no suitable accommoda-
tion ready for them. They arrived in poor condition and as they were very weak
we thought it would be safe to put them all together in a very large flight cage.
Mot a bit of it, however, for even their weak state did not prevent them expend-
ing such energy as thc}r had left in fighting each other incessantly, so they had
to be separated,

On one occasion | buughl: a pair of Malachites tl':'mking 1 could saﬁ':l}r kee
them together in an aviary consisting of a roomy shelter communicatin witﬁ
a hrgc I§ig]1l: plmtrd wig bushes and Crecpers; but the cock merciless y per-
secuted the hen, and as she was never even allowed a chance to feed, thcyl:l"lc:d
to be separated, cach being put in a similar aviary among larger and stronger
birds such as Doves and Bulbuls,

This however proved no solution at all for the cock soon showed that he
intended to rule the roost and uttering a shrill volley of defiance and abuse in
his hifh-pin:]'!cd voice, chased the Bulbuls (who appeared to be terrified of him)
round and round the aviary, When one of the Doves had the temerity to sit
on the perch on which he was ensconced he seized and nearly pulled out one of
its tail teathers and it too fHed in terror.  MNor was the hen's behaviour to her
companions much better, so 1 had had enough of them and sold them,

I suppose if one wanted to attempt to breed them the only thing to do would
be to put them side by side in separate aviaries untl both were in full breeding

.
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condition, and then put them together. But personally 1 think the best way
to enjoy their beauty is to keep a single cock n a roomy flight cage indoors
as they readily become tame, Iimw: quite a pleasing song and usually prove
very long-lived under such conditions.

The Malachite should be fed on the same diet as 1 have recommended for
the Purple Sunbird.

Marsh  Lirds

(Leistes militaris and Agelaius icterocephalus)

MEMBERS of this mainly South American group of birds are very rarely
imported, so I only propose to deal here with the two species I happen to
have kept, namely the Cayenne Red-breasted Marsh Bird and the Yellow-
headed Marsh Bird. Both, incidentally, were received under the wrong names,
the former as Military Starlings and the latter as Yellow-headed Troupials.

The CAvenne RED-BREASTED MaArsi Birp (Leistes militaris) 1s simpjly
coloured, but very handsome. The male has the throat and about two-thirds
of the breast, as well as a patch at the bend of the wing, crimson, the rest of the
plumage, save for a yellowish stripe above the eve, being black with a tinge of
very ifa.rk brown. The upper surface is said to become paler and more
brownish out of the breeding season. The beak is intermediate in sha
between that of a Finch and a Starling. The tail is quite short, and the bird's
figure somewhat plump and stocky. Length is about 7 inches. Habitat:
Northern South America. The female is brownish-grey with a scarcely-
perceptible tinge of red on the breast.

An unusual feature is that the two sexes are said to fly very differently, the
male's Aight being like that of a Starling, enly more laboured, while the female's
is zig-zag and erratic. They are partial to meadows containing a rank growth
of herbage and coarse grasses, among which the female usually remains hidden.
The mz]g:-. on the other hand, periodically soars vertically up to a height of
7o feet or so, uttering the while a p-uwcrl:u| musical long-drawn note which
changes to harsh guttural Giant Whydah-like sounds as he descends.

As I write, 1 have two males in a large planted aviary containing a pond,
their companions being, among others, P‘urplﬂ-h:adcduéﬂlssy Starlings, Spreo
Starlings, Black-headed Orioles, and Scarlet Tanagers. | doubt if they are
to be trusted with birds weaker than themselves. Their terrestrial habit is
very evident in an aviary, and this is rather a disadvantage, as it means that
one sees little of the crimson glow of their underparts.

The Yeurow-neapep Marsu Bip (Agelaius icterocephalus). This bird is
much the shape of a Scarlet Tanager, though perhaps a little smaller, and has a
fairly long, pointed, Starling-like beak. The plumage of the male is very casy
to describe, being simply jet black, with the hcan?. neck and throat, bright
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lemon-vellow, The hen is dark grev-brown, darkest at the tail end and becom-
ing vellower towards the head with a good deal of yellow showing on top of
the head. The whole throat is vellow as in the male but the vellow colour
diffitses on to the breast.

Ir=- natural habitat is South America.

Lq‘l'. two males in a ]l.lLrL pl.mkrd aviary for two wvears 'I']n_-j,' WETe
cheerful active birds ullll'.|r|uL|]1r uttering their rather metallic * * Plink- ]1|H11k'
plink . . . plink . . . plink-plonk,” with considerable carrying power. They
were remarkably good tempered, never attempting to molest other and very
considerably smaller birds in the same aviary,

They lived mainly on insectivorous mixture, sweetened bread-and-milk,
and gentles, but 1 I think they also ate some canary seed and .Lppu

We have bred the Yellow-headed Marsh Bird at Keston, the first breeding
of the species in this country.

][l\l1!l|_ |I'||.{ l]lr. EWD 1];.’4[:.'1 |l"':l a -..l'll1j |1' ur ".1_ irs. We tE'IL['I 1IF I.1i|.|,_l.'|.:| (4] Hh'l.ll!ll
a female which we put in the same aviary, and as this was very large and
thickly |.|..I|I|'in with various bushes, we left both males in it, since they had
always got along so well together, and the odd one would in any case have
been difficult to catch up. ;

All went well untl they went to nest, when the cock that had mated with the
hen became a pr:!l'xl'. fiend incarnate, murdering the other cock and terrorising
everything in the aviary—including a pair of Purple—crested Touracous!
He also attacked and injured a Red-breasted Marsh Bird considerab by larger
than himself: the « ]':.LI:;:L in temperament was extraordinary.

‘\

_-“" /

Sometimes erronecusly called the Yellow-headed Trouplal, the Yellow-
headed Marsh Bird is occasionally imported and makes a cheerful aviary bird
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MEXICAN BANANACQUIT

Handsomely garbed In scoty black and crimson, the Cayenne Red-breasted
Marsh Bird is not nearly such an active aviary inhabitant as the Yellow-headed

One YOUNE Gne was n'.ln'xi. [ll.lilll:n. on !,,'_l_'lﬁt'l.“- .'|I1il JIlt‘.ﬂ‘»\-'U'!'IH.'E1 l‘l.ll 2000
after Aedging it managed to squeeze through the inch-mesh netting of the
aviary, and although it was recaptured and put in a cage in the aviary, through
the bars of which the parents continued to feed it, it eventually died before it
Wik iudl-pumh-ut of its parents, ]J.n':ing‘ become weak ti'-rnugh lack of food
during the period that it was loose. It was thus not eligible for the Avicultural
‘_‘Qn[ig-]_':,":, Medal for a First E!.rl;'l,'Llj.ll_;,' as the v ng have to live Ii.'bl'l!.[ fl'lL!lllt_,'_'I'I. o
fend for themselves ™

7/}%' vican gﬂﬂ anadgu il

(Coereba flaveola mexicana)

HESE tiny birds are not often imported and 1 had never seen one until we

were quite unexpectedly sent a -.qull of them from Puerto Rico. They

are members of the Sugarbird family and a good name for them would be
* Lemon-breasted .“iug.u]ﬁl-.l

The crown is dark slate-grey, bordered at either side by a white superciliary

line. The remainder of the head and also the chin and throat are pale grey.

The rest of the upper surface 1s :-_-\r-'.":i.'lﬁi1—n.'ll1‘.'r.'. with an olive rump and a small

.
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white patch on the wing. The breast and sides are lemon-yellow, the fanks
olive, and the belly .-m:S‘ under taill-coverts white, The outer tail feathers
are tipped with white on the inner webs. The beak is pointed and slightly
curved, with a small red patch at the base of the lower mandible.

The sexes are much alike, but in the female the i_'l:ﬂuw arcas are paler and

less extensive, as is also the red spot at the base of the beak. The length is a
little over 4 inches.

Distribution: Mexico,
Although not at all brilliantly coloured, these are rather attractive litdle
birds and require the same dict and treatment as the Yellow-winged Sugarbird.
Incidentally, another variety of this species—Coereba chloropygia from South
America—is called the Yellow-breasted Sugarbird or Brazilian Flowerpecker.

mg' fary .S)far[;'ng

(Trupialis militaris)

ANY years ago, it would appear that these birds were fairly often

imported, but they are seldom brought over nowadays. This is a pity

as they are rather handsome, and said to be quite good songsters.  In shape and
size they are something between a Starling and a Troupial.

The upper parts are, like those of many of the Weavers and Whydahs,
brown, str with blackish, the feathers having paler borders. There is a
wide creamy-buff streak above the eye. The underparts are mainly scarlet.
The beak is longer and more sharply-pointed than that of a Weaver, but less
so than that of a Troupial.  The scarlet of the female's underparts is said to be
less intense than in the male.  Habitat: South America.

Curiously enough, another South American bird belonging to a different,
though related family, namely the Red-breasted Marsh-bird (Leistes guianensis),
strongly resembles Military Starling, the chief difference being that the
upper parts are sooty black with only a tnge of very dark brown.

It 1s many years since | had Military Starlings so 1 am afraid my recollection
of them is somewhat vague; nor does much seem to have been written about
them as aviary inhabitants. There is, however, a short article on them by
Mrs. E. Warren Vernon on page 164 of the Third Series, Volume III of the
Avicultural Magazine.

In it she agrees with another writer as to their admirable qualites as aviary
birds, and adds: . . . they are most gentle to the other inmates of my
conservatory-aviary, and these consist of Waxbills, Nightingales, Long-tailed
Tis, etc., so there is a varicty of them to quarrel with it so inclined; and con-
sidering their long punishing bills and heavy build, it is the more remarkable
as | think Searlings are usually most aggressive.”

This account of hers is very interesting, but, at the same time, 1 must say
that according to my own experience, 1 consider it a most risky proceeding

.
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to associate any member of the Sarling family with the small and defenceless
birds she mentions.

Military Starlings are, as the shape of their beak suggests, seed-caters, but
like most Searlings, they are more or less ommivorous as well.  Fruit can be
offered, and in addition to such seeds as CAnary, sunflower and a licee I'I:L'I!'.I!'-'
they appreciate insectivorous mixture and a few mealworms or gentles daily.

?170:: nlain J_'.?At f"l‘{!.ﬂ'f

(Sialia currucoides)

HIS always strikes me as being the true Blue Bird of folk lore, and very
beautiful ivis. The male is sky-bluc above, and grey-blue below, with a
faint suggestion of buff moetling on the breast.  The blue is most brilliant

The Military Starling is marked and coloured rather like an ocut-of-colour
Whydah, but with a large area of bright scarlet on the breast. It is often con-
fused with the Red-breasted Marsh Bird, and bath come from Scuth America
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on the tail and wings, particularly the Right feathers, so it is when the bird is
seen on the wing, with its rapid l.f.l!iHICITIH Hight, that it presents such a wonder-
ful flash of blue. The I'cm:ufu: is also very beautiful with her stone-grey body
calour which blends so well with the blue in the wings and tail.

Distribution : From the high Californian mountains northwards to Southerm
Yukon.

This bird differs considerably in temperament from its close relative the
Western Blucbird, and pairs are so apt to fight that they are best kept separate
except during the actual breeding season, whereas a pair of Westerns hardly
ever bicker, and can safely be kept together all the year around.

Although it can hardly be called a song, Blucbirds have a pleasant warbling
note which is i'n:qut-utl}' uttered at the approach of the bree ing season. The
cup-shaped nest is built in a half-open fronted box which they seem to prefer
to one with an entrance hole in the upper half of the front.

We have bred the Mountain Bluebird at Keston, but with us it has not
proved so 1'-1'L1lii]|_' a species as the Western, When first ﬂudgmi, the young
ones have thrush-like markings on the breast, but these soon disappear.

Blucbirds should be fed on a best grade insectivorous mixrure which can
b hnugh:, although we make up our own as we have a considerable number of
insectivorous birds to cater for, As live food they should be given a daily
allowance of gentles and a few mealworms, the amount of the latter lwing
e Fi.'J.'ﬂ.".] \".']'ln:.‘ll L]!t.‘}' |L.‘u'|;_' !.'u_'rmll_r 1 Llu:: nest., T]':q_':,' rear lhn_' young ones
entirely on live food and often have more than one brood in a season. A point
to bear in mind is that the newly fledged young ones are apt to be terribly
wild and to bang their heads in panic against the wire roof of the flight, so 1t
it is a good plan to cover it with wattle wrdling during the breeding season.

Mthrmgh live food should be freely supplied when there are young in the
nest, it should be rationed at other tdmes, so that they are made to cat insccti-
vorous mixture as well, since the latter contains valuable ingredients which are
good for them. Most insectivorous species, if given the chance, will live
exclusively on live food, but they should not be allowed to do this.

I have always found that it is best not o put Mountain Bluebirds which
have been separated during the winter back with their mates until late April at
the earliest, otherwise clear eggs may result.

They are perfectly hardy, but | have found it is best to shut them each
evening into a dry draught-proof shelter during the winter months.

Occi‘pifaf d_?ﬁu’ /:)l'e

{ Urocissa melanocephala occipitalis)

HIS magnificent member of the Pie family is certainly not to be

recommended to anyone who wants only birds that can be kept and bred

with a minimum of exertion. Nevertheless it is so beautiful that it is worth
taking a good deal of trouble over.
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The male has the head, cheeks, throat, and upper breast glossy black with a
narrow snowy white, slightly erectile crest which extends from the forchead
to the mantle. This, perhaps, can hardly be called a crest as its usual appearance
is as a long white streak against the black background.  The back and win
are French grey, the flights having some blue in them and being tipped wi
white. The under-surtace is very pale greyish-white merging into pure white
on the abdomen and under tail-coverts. The tail is rich deep cobalt blue, each
feather being tipped with white, the two central tail feathers being very long,
tipped with pale blue and white, and slightly incurved. The beak and feet
are bright orange.  Both sexes are alike. At lease I was never able to discover
the slightest difference in the plumage of my breeding pair.

There is an even more beautiful race of this bird pamely the Formosan Buue
Pie (Urocissa carulea) its plumage being a wonderful combination of Royal
blue and black with touches of white, but it has rarely been imported and the
only specimen | have ever seen belonged to Mr. Ezra.

Occipital Blue Pies are found in India, China and Formosa. Qne of the
most attractive things about them is the wonderful light airy buoyancy of
their flight, which 15 very reminiscent of that of our British Jay. For that
reason I always think half their attraction is lost unless they are housed in a
reasonably large outdoor aviary, with a flight not less than s feet wide by
7 feet high by about 25 feet long. This is roughly the size of the aviary 1
kept and bred them in at Keston before the war.

Originally 1 had a single bird and one of our customers who had another
very kindly i"ct us have it to put with ours. That they should prove to be a
pair seemed just too good to be true. Nevertheless, such was the case, as
shortly after the in:msuction of the newcomer I noticed our bird crouching
low on the perch while the cock, as it turned out to be, took a series of gigantic
leaps to :mdpg'n across her prone form.

1 was at the time quite close to their aviary and was surprised to hear the
low sweet song—rather like the muted notes of a Thrush—with which the cock
accompanied these acrobatics. It was quite the last sound one would expect
to hear uttered by a member of the harsh-voiced Pic family. However, this
mixture of opera and ballet evidently constituted his courtship display, and 1
was very interested to have wimessed it. Tdoubt if hitherto it has been recorded,
particularly the song, as one has to be pretty close to hear it.

I had a thicket of nailed-up laurel branches arranged at the covered end of
the aviary. In this the pair at once constructed a large nest mainly of rwigs,
rootlets and coarse grasses, and soon the hen was sitting.

I felt that sooner or later we should have to fing out how matters were
progressing, so one day when the hen was off we peered into the nest from out-
side the aviary (we should probably have been attacked had we ventured
inside !} and managed to c;m:ﬁ a glimpse of three eggs. All of these hatched,
two of them being fully reared into very fine youngsters, though the third
disappeared at an carly age. The really hard labour which the breeding of
these birds in confinement entails began after hatching,

MNormally they should be fed on a coarse-grade insectivorous mixture with
a daily allowance of a few mealworms or gentles and some small strips of raw
meat about twice a week. Being really omnivorous they also appreciate
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minced-up house scraps. In addition they should be L':i\'ly.'n freshly-killed

mice, young rats and SPRTTOWS whenever .|1.'.||.|.;i‘.|]1‘. Mo delicacy TFIVEsS them

greater pleasure than a nest of young mice still in the naked pink stage, and

as also, 1 believe, do the Chinese, though in their
case they are said to dip them first in honey!

When Occipital Blue Pics have young in the nest, however, their harassed
owner has to keep up a non-stop su

these t|:4.'j.' swallow whole

]'lpl"- I!1E mace, '!p't\l1I1I|: Ml‘_lfri"‘-\ 5, YOUNE rats

Few members of the Pie family are more magnificent than the striking
Occipital Blue Pies. These two were bred at Keston

etc., and I!!‘ml.lg]: t|u“;' should still be gi\'u!l the INSECHIVOrouns nmuxture, raw meat
and mealworms, etc., there would not be a chance of their rearing their young
on these alone.  Another natural food, of course, is the eggs of other birds, and
I used to give ours any infertile Budgerigar and Parrakeet eggs, which they
would rush down to at once and thoroughly enjoy.

The chief difficulty in rearing these carnivorous species is thar, since their
diet in a wild state consists largely of the eggs and nestlings of other birds,
there is always the danger that if they are not given quite enough food they
will eat their own young. On the other hand, as they do not have to hunt for
their food they are inclined to stuff themselves if given too much, and becoming
bored with their young, either let them die or throw them out of the nest and
start breeding again, only to repeat the whole process,
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The only thing to do, therefore, is to feed them every few hours all the time
the young are in the nest.  Each time they should be given only as much food
as they will consume and feed to their young ones during an hour or so. 1
used to feed our breeding pair about four tmes a day, giving them an extra
large final feed so that there should be some left to carry them over until the
first morning feed the following day.

The young grew quickly and the hard work entailed was amply compen-
sated for when I went to their aviary one morning to find two very fine young
Blue Pies—dullcoloured short-tailed editions of their magnificent parents—
i:x:n:hcd on a laurel branch just beside the nest.  Soon, however, another prob-
em arose, as | had read that members of the Pie family had a nasty habit of
attacking and killing their young in confinement soon after they were fledged.
After a few davs, Lﬁn*rcf'nn:, I had the young placed at one end of the aviary,
separated from their parents by a screen of wooden slats wide enough apart to
enable the old birds to go on feeding them through the gaps.

This they did but seemed so distressed to be parted cven to that extent
from their young ones that I had the screen removed, and no parents could have
been more exemplary. 1 never saw them give their young more than a mild

«ck of reproof if they were pestering them for food when they had already
een fed, 1 left the young birds witllfl their parents for just over a fortnight
and then removed them to a separate aviary.

Occipital Blue Pies have ad the intelligence and inquisitiveness of our own
Magpie, and they also make the same harsh chattering and scolding cries
when alarmed or angry., They are very dangerous companions for other
birds, even in a large aviary,

p amclide 3‘1"!‘.19?!‘

(Calospiza (Tangara) paradisea)

HERE arc few more brilliantly-coloured birds in the world than the

gorgeous Tanagers of the Calliste group, and the Paradise is generally
considered to be the most beautful of them all. It is small as Tanagers go,
being rather less than five inches in length.

The upper back, shoulders, nape, wings and tail are black. The rest of the
u pcrtinrts, as well as the throat and breast, are a wonderfully vivid deep sky
blue; the head is an almost metallic golden-green with a narrow black area
round the base of the beak.

Males and females are so much alike that they are extremely difficult birds
to sex, though some writers say that the female’s colours arc less brilliant than
those of the male.

All the Calliste Tanagers mhabit South America, and the Paradise comes
from Guiana, where they are vsually found living together in flocks and fecding
mainly on Fruit and berries, often in the company of Sugar Birds. Like many

.

(V]
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brilliantly-coloured species they cannot boast of much in the way of a song,
and this, I always think, is as it should be, for it seems only fair that the more
sombrely—coloured birds, such as the Nightingale, should be compensated for
their lack of colour by the brilliance of :Igeir song. While most of the Calliste
Tanagers frequent well-wooded mountainous country, the Paradise is also to
be found in::?m low country in Guiana,

I cannot claim to h:.\rv:lgad extensive experience in keeping these Tanagers.
I do recall having a short-lived specimen when | was a schoolboy, but my chief
recollection is of trying to help pull round a small consignment of half a dozen
or 50 of these birds that .».m'mr at Keston in very poor condition before the war.
1 am afraid, however, they were a hopeless proposition from the start, and
despite all the care we lavished on them sooner or later all died.

The trouble was, of course, the careless way in which they were so often
managed on the journey over. Whereas the hardier seed-eating birds will,
once properly housed and fed, wsually recover from such treatment in an
amazing way, there is litde hope for delicate msectivorous and frugivorous
species such as the Calliste Tanagers unless they receive the best possible feeding
and attention during the journey.

They should be fed on the best quality insectivorous mixture plus a lirtle
hard-boiled egg and sweetened bread and mulk if will take it. In addition
they should always be given a generous supply of sweet ripe fruit, such as
grape, banana, pear and orange; fruit being, 1o a great extent, their natural
food. They must also be provided with live insects, ant pupe and cleaned
gentles which are preferable to mealworms—unless these are strictly rationed
they will lead to over-fatness and fits.

I think there is little doubr that, suitably fed and housed, these birds might
flourish, particularly in an aviary, with plenty of exercise, which 1 believe
to be far more important to their well-being than continuous heat,

If ever [ had the chance of trying Paradise Tanagers again, | should try to

et them sent over from South America by air. Onee they had recovered
from the journey, I should house them in an aviary, not necessanly of very vast
proportions, but with a shelter that could be heated in the winter, and in which
they would be shut each evening during all but the warmest summer months.

Kept under such conditions I believe that Paradise Tanagers might live for
years, and if the aviary contained suitable bushes for them to build their cup-
shaped nest in, they might even breed there.  Surely this would be a triumph
enough to satisfy even the most ambidous of aviculturists! The Calliste
Tanagers have always been considered difficulr subjects in confinement, but
l:hc:ir gl'l:ﬂ.t ]:H:mlr:.r I'I'Iﬂkts thtm WE].I. Wﬂl'ﬂl uking a gl'ﬁt dﬁl Dfml]b}c OVEr.
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( Leiothrix lutea)

ANY birds arc badly named, but perhaps the Pekin Robin more so

than most, for it ncitl}:r:r comes from Pekin nor is it a Robin! It is a native

of China, and a similar species (L. futea calipygns) is found in the Himalayas,

The typical bird has been given an alternative name of Chinese Hill-Tit but is
always known as the Pekin Robin.

It is in cvery way a most attractive bird, the upper parts being u]:ive—gn:en
and the forchead yellow. I;]"hchtail Itls bh—::l;. Iiumﬂfwhat forked. The udjjﬂ:ll;-
parts are pearly-grey; the bright yellow of the throat merging into reddish-
orange on the u breast. 'I%mc wings are dark D]ivc-grc:lﬁ:i iantly marked
with orange, }rril ow and red, while the beak is scaling wax red.  The size and
shape are roughly those of a Robin.  Although the sexes are much alike, the
cock has a bolder look and his eolours are slightly brighter than the hen's.

Pekin Robins are probably the best-known most widcly—krg: of all
the foreign insectivorous species. It would be more accurate, perhaps, to
describe them as omnivorous rather than insectivorous, for they will even sub-
sist for some considerable tme on a diet of such seeds as white millet, hemp
and canary. This, however, is not a complete food for them. They should
have access to a good insectivorous mixture and be given, particularly if kept
in a cage, a small daily allowance of mealworms or gentles.

Pekin Robins were among the very first birds I ever kept in the " Crystal
Palace Aviary " I was allowed to have in my nursery when [ was a very
small boy. Although they survived for a while, doubtless their lives were con-
siderably shortened by their being fed solely on canary, millet and a little hemp,
which the dealer from whom my mother bought them assured us was all
they needed.

Pekin Robins are in most respects admirable aviary birds and have a brief
but very melodious song with much the same liquid notes as a Garden Warbler.
I have always found them perfectly harmless to even the smallest companions,
but they have two disadvantages when kept under such conditions. One is a
tendency to eat the eggs of other birds, and the other their skulking habit of
spending most of their time hidden in the thickest bushes and undergrowth
igfcept in a naturally-planted aviary.  The latter is, perhaps, only to be expected,
as in a wild state they live in sm:ﬁ parties frequenting the densest jungle.

When World War Il broke out we Ici%crated maost of our commoner
birds, and a very fascinating sight they were. Nevertheless, although Tknow the
Pekin Robins stayed at any rate for several weeks, as | used to hear their sweet
s:}nsl issuing from the depths of the thickest bushes and undergrowths, I
hardly ever saw them.

In his altmbiugmi:hy * The Years of Transition " the late Duke of Bedford
says of Pekins in a short chapter devoted to foreign birds liberated at Wobum
before the 1914-1918 War: * Pekin Robins left the garden, but established
themselves in a dense priver plantation near one of the ponds. There they
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maintained themselves in practically a wild and independent state for a number
of years, bur ultimately they disappeared. They are charming littde birds and
very sweet-voiced, but seeretive and difficult to see.”

From their owner's point of view, therefore, they are not satisfactory birds
i a thickly-planted aviary. Some years ago 1 turned a couple of Pekin
Robins loose in one of my planted aviaries containing a small thicket of

Peruvian Green lays, like some other green birds, fade to blue if
kept in a cage or aviary.

Snowberry, and in this they spent much of their time. Fortunately the
thicket was not extensive enough for them to spend all their time in it, so they
did do a certain amount of flying about in the aviary. 1 am quite sure, how-
n:::clr. that had the thicket been Elrgrr I should have seen practically nothing
of them.

If suitably fed and treated—by which I mean that they should be supplied
with an insectivorous mixture as well as seed and live food, natural twiggy
perches, and plenty of opportunities for bathing—they are very lively, amusing,
and as acrobatic as Tits, when kept in a really large flight cage. It is pmsibi
that under these conditions their owner derives the most enjoyment from them.

If, however, the chief desire is to breed them, they must be quite differently
housed, and the owner must resign himself to secing them but seldom.  Pekin
Robins always used to be so cheap and easy to obtain that few aviculturists have
bothered to breed them., This, however, is possible, provided they are housed
in a really densely-planted aviary and supplied with extra live food such as
gentles and a limited daily ration of mealworms, in addition to such insects as
they can capture for themselves.

On two occasions | have had them hatch young in a planted aviary, but
each time the nest either collapsed as their brood grew or was interfered with
by other birds in the aviary.
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Of course, if the aviary is a really large one of the wilderness type with only
a few other inhabitants, it is quite possible thae the parents will find sufficient
insects in it on which to rear their Lmud, as tlu'}' would be l:\'ing under prac-
tically natural conditions.  If, however, mealworms are supplied, it shuut’.l be
remembered that they are a highly stimulating food, and if too many are given
they usually have the disastrous effect of causing the parents to throw their
young oncs out of the nest and start breeding again,  Gentles are, preferable.

The nest is a deep cup-shaped affair constructed in the midst of a u.li:.-m;- bush
or thicket, and the eggs are pale green spotted and blotched with reddish-
brown.

Pekin Robins are perfectly hardy, and in a planted aviary will usually
choose to roost both summer and winter in the bushes rather than the shelter.
As to feeding they are practically omnivorous, and as I have said will even
subsist for some tme on whole or crushed hemp seed, and millet and canary,
but essentially they are insectivorous birds.

/-/) ervvian gmm Oguy

(Xanthoura yncas)

HE Peruvian Green Jay has a green back, wings and tail, and vellow under-
parts. The crown is ivory white, while the rest of the head and the throat
S, ".'\r"lLIﬂ,.']IHl Foout Mmoo a ‘.Il.‘ﬂ,"p' ht‘nﬂ:‘t]‘t‘ul.‘n‘ !"]I"l. Are |:'|'I-'|.E'k. -I.Itf." hllﬁh}' t.rv:'lrll::l]
crest, as well as a small arca above the eye and a large one below it are cobalt
blue. The eye is pale gold.

The sexes are Mmithr, but the female can be Liistn:guishrd by her rather
smaller size.

The Venezuelan Green Jay (X. carveleocephala) 15 like the Peruvian, but
lacks the white on the crown, and the Mexican Green Jav (X. luxtosa) has green
instead of yellow underparts and no crest. i

I]udgil!]ﬂ; h‘:‘ my pair of Peruvians, these Jays, like the Huntng Cissa, change
colour in captivity, the green of the upper surface becoming blue, and the
vellow underparts white.  In spite of this, however, they are quite as beautiful
afrer the C]I.mgu as before it

My pair had changed colour before I oreceived them, as the birds had
already been in captivity for two or three years; and I think it is rather interest-
ing thar, after their last moult, the blue of the back, wings and tail has become
suffused with green and the white of the underparts with yellow, so it seems
possible that after a further moult or two they may resume their normal
colouring, 1 think this is because their home-made msectivorous mixture
contains soya flour and they are given a regular supply of elderberries during
the moult—both of which are said to help certain birds to retain their original
colour, or, in this case, regain it

These tropical Green Jays are of less robust build and constitution than our
native and some other Jays, and 1 should imagine that in a wild state they
[ ]
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:11,i|!_r|l|.1: be rather less carnivorous than other Javs, pl'nhuhl}' ﬂ.‘t.‘dil'l:.‘.'; Lo a great
extent on caterpillars and large insects, such as beetles, etc.

They certainly feel the cold, and my two are the sole occupants of a fair-
sized planted aviary with a roomy, w:ll-]ughtcd shelter which is heated during
the winter months.

They should be given a varied diet, and mine have inscctivorous mixture,
gentles and mealworms, a little minced raw meat and sometimes some chopped-
up hard-boiled yolk of egg.  They are also very fond of fruit such as grapes,
:'hnp]ﬁmf dates, soaked raisins, pieces of pear and niip]u, and elderberries when
in scason.  Very young mice in the pink, raw-meat stage are much relished.
In fact, one can offer anything, within reason, provided it is wholesome, for
t]“,"\L'. ljkl;" l'lt]li,"l'Jﬂ.}"i. AT IMOTE Or Iﬂ'h-\ nn':jl'l'v'nn'ln'-'..

The cock displays with head held high, pin-point pupils and puffed-out
breast feathers.  He then lowers his head ;md[l opens wide his beak as though
about to be sick, but instead there issues forth a strange medley of curious

The Purple-crested Touracou (s dark green shot with violet,
except for the neck and upper breast which are pale green

tinged with pink. It is not hardy and require some artificial
heat in winter

popping sounds and rather strangulated whistlings. The hen is a quiet,
m'l‘.u;ucd creature, but the cock is aggressive and ever ready to put on a dehant
Ji.ﬂill.i}-' if one goes close to his aviary.

When the bunch of laurel branches which had been nailed up outside under
overhead cover was cxamined last autumn, it was found that the pair had made
a nest, but it was empty. So we shall never know whether or not the hen
had laid, or whether the eggs or the newly hatched young had been devoured

by the parents, but we hope for better luck with them in the future.
.




PURPLE=CRESTED TOURACOLU 207

Since writing the above, the hen of this pair died and as there did not
seem to be mucﬁ prospect of getting another, we parted with the cock. Early
in 1961, however, I was able to obtain another and obviously younger pair of
these Jays, which were in their importation plumage of green and yellow,
as they still are at present. It will be interesting to see whether, with careful
feeding, they retain their original colouring after they have moulted.

p i ’;pé'-cre.ifeJ jaumcau

(Gallirex porphyreolaphus)

THIS very fine Touracou is one of the two members of the genus Gallirex,
the other Touracous, of mainly green body plumage, having the genetic
name of Tanraco.

It is dark green shot with violet except for the neck and upper breast which
are pale green with a pinkish tinge. It has a fine Roman helmet=shaped purple
crest, and the eyes are sm'mmn:ﬁ'd with bright red skin. The wings are car-
mine. Total length is about 17} inches. The sexes are alike in plumage, but
the female is perhaps slightly smaller than the male and has a more feminine-
looking head.

Distribution: South Africa, Natal and Eastern Cape Province.

My pair were in a very large aviary containing a pond, and the vivid
carmine of their wings made them a magmificent spectacle in flight.  They were
delightful birds in every way because, unlike the only other Touracou I have
kept, namely the Knysna, they were a most affectionate couple.

They have the loud ringing call note which is characteristic of Touracous
in general, and their flight 15 wonderfully buoyant. When flying the length
of an avinrﬁv they have the odd habit of bouncing on a perch or the side of the
aviary on their way from one point toanother. Theyalso climb in an extremely
agile and rather un-birdlike fashion among the branches of a tree in a manner
that reminds one more of some arboreal mammal such as a squirrel.

There is something rather pigeon-like about Touracous and they build
exactly the same kimf of nest consisting of a platform of twigs, and—like
pigeons—their eggs are white and usually two in number. In an aviary it
15 best to fix up some sort of platform or a shallow box such as seedlings are
pricked out into, or best of all, a large round shallow basket for them to build
their nest on, and this should be put under overhead cover either ouside or
preferably in the shelter.

In a wild state Touracous feed on fruit, leaves and shoots, and their liking
for the two latter is very evident when they are kept in a planted aviary.

Mine did not seem interested in mealworms, gentles, or insectivorous
mixture, and except for leaves and shoots, they lived almost entirely on fruits
such as apples, pears, grapes, soaked sultanas and chopped-up dates—the latter
having a high nutritional value—and some people recommend sprinkling

.
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soaked biscuit meal on the fruits. They can also be offered chopped figs and
sweetened cooked rice and potatoes, and they are fond of freshly gathered
elderberries.

Touracous are not hardy and require some artificial heat in winter. The
best way of all to keep them is in a roomy planted aviary with a cosy well-
lighted shelter which can be heated in winter, and in which they can be shut
each night during the winter months.

Finally I may add that of the genus Tanraco, the Sinecar Touracou (T.
persa) seems to {lr. gtmdvn:mpcrujf and a pair will behave amicably towards
cach other, as is the case with the Purple-crested Touracou.

purpﬁ?-&m:lm[ g!ﬂ:}.’iy .S)fﬂl‘&ﬂg

(Lamprocolius purpureus)

W[TH the exception of the Royal, this is the most beautiful of the Glossy
Starlings. The head, underparts, and the short tail are deep violet-
purple, while the back and wings are shining steel blue with green reflections.
The legs and beak are black, and the large eves have bright golden irides. It
is one of the larger members of this family.

These birds are by no means easy to sex, but the hen s, if a.nythins. slightly
smaller than the cock, and with a less massive head. There is little difference,
however, in the actual plumage colour.

Distribution: West Africa.

At the time of writing | have what I believe to be a true pair of these Star-
lings in a very large planted aviary containing a pond. The aviary is about
70 feet long by 25 feet wide by 12 feet high, big enough for one to Tpmdam
the speed and grace of their flight, which starts with powerful wing-beats and
ends in a glide before alighting,

They are particularly active in the morming, Aying from end to end, and
sometimes rigli’u round the enclosure. At such times they are a mlﬁr magnifi-
cent sight, particularly with the sun glinting on all the varying shades of their
brilliantly metallic plumage, the wings and back appearing b;'lt{: or green accord-
ing to the angle at which the sun strikes them.

I have been told by at least one person of the murderous tendencies in
mixed company of the males of mated pairs of these birds. Mine, however,
share their large enclosure with a very mixed collection, which includes
Mandarin and Carolina ducks, Oyster Catchers, Ringed Plover, Shamas,
Fruit-suckers, Scarlet Tanagers, Crested Bronze-wing Pigeons and Necklaced
Doves.

Possibly because of the large space at their disposal, and the fact that they
may not be a true pair, they are singularly well-disposed towards their com-
panions, and have never shown the slightest sign of aggression towards any

L B
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of them. If, however, a ]'l.l'il' are to be housed in a i.u'l_:r cage, Or small aviary,
it would Pruig.lljl:..- e adwvisable that L|l{-}' should be the sole DECUPATIES.

'[']u"!,.' ;|E1!_1rn;'L'i;L[L' a rather varied L{!it'[, which should consist of msectivorous
mixture, and a daily allowance of mealworms or gentles, preferably the latter.
These should be the staple foods and in addition they are tond of fruis; -I|"]J|L'h
and chopped dates being particular favourites and easily obtainable. They

The Long-tailed Glossy
Starling Is more Magpie-
shaped than the rest
of its family

will also eat pieces of stale bread previously soaked in sweetened watered milk,
and this .w'!mu}hi prove a valuable rearing food when they have young in the nest.

Tur Lonc-TAILED Grossy Starunc (Lamprotornis candatus) 1s quite often
imported, and about half of its total ||:nl_1th of 2o inches is accounted for l‘lj-.'
its inng tail. It comes from West Africa, and has the metallic pimu:tgf: ranging
from blue and green to violet charactenstic of other members of the same
T',jnut':.'. Moreover, similar ﬂ'r:li!i:._: and gcjl::l‘.i] management are rcqu:iru.'d.

It looks particularly fine in a large aviary, but is not to be trusted with
weaker companions. Is voice has been described as harsh and dl\-lgrl't‘.l-l‘rlr.'.
but I find the strange assortment of * scroogling ™ sounds it makes not at all

unpleasant out of doors but it might be trying in an enclosed room,
[ ]
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(Cyrtostomus asiaticus)

UNBIRDS are gorgeous creatures rivalling the New World Humming-
birds in the metallic brilliance of their plumage, and they are natives of
Africa, Southern Asia and Australasia. The various species differ considerably
in size, :

Most of them feed on the nectar of flowers and also on small fies. They
will occasionally hover like a Humming-bird on rapidly-vibrating wings in
front of a flower as they sip its nectar through their long tubular tongues. It
is this habit of theirs, together with their iridescent plumage, which doubtless
accounts for travellers’ tales of having seen Humming-birds where actually
nonc exist, as, for instance, in India.

Some of them, such as the Indian Purple Sunbird (Cyrtostomus asiaticus), are
no mean songsters, and as they are also familiar garden birds flitting boldly
about the flowers in front of a verandah or among the blossoms of the creepers
that cover a porch, they are noticed by even the least ornithologically-minded
of visitors to the countries they inhabit.

Sunbirds make beautifully-constructed hanging purse-shaped nests, which,
in the case of a particularly fearless species such as the Purple Sunbird, are
sometimes not in the garden at all but attached to some hanging picce of rope
or a hook in the ceiling of a verandah, Incidentally I can imagine few more
enchanting experiences than to be able to sit in the verandah of one's house,
and observe at leisure the domestic affairs of a pair of Sunbirds. Many nests
are placed in the centre of the large spiderwebs that so often drape whole bushes
in the tropics.

Sunbirds have never, so far as I am aware, reared young in confinement
in this country, although the Purple Sunbird nested on one occasion at the
London Zoo, while another pair of the same species laid and incubated their
eggs in 1913 in Mr. Brook's aviaries, but failed to hatch any young ones,

There would surely be no lovelier sight than a large " garden™ aviary planted
with flowering shrubs and creepers, and inhabited by a number of males of the
various species of Sunbird, with the sun glinting on the marvellous metallic
colouring of their plumage. Unfortunately, 1 am afraid this will remain a
pipe-dream as Sunﬁirds have less beauty of disposition than of plumage.
They are, in fact, terribly pugnacious, so much so, indeed, that not only is it
impossible to keep several unmated males together, but even a pair are some-
times apt to scrap so badly that they have to be separated.

M.n]]cui however, make charming and very easily-tamed pets when housed
singly in cages. The late Duchess of Bedford had a Purple Sunbird in a flight
cage indoors, which lived with her for no fewer than twenty-one years, a really
astonishing age for such a small and fragile-looking bird to reach.

Sunbirds do well on a diet of nectar prcpnn‘fin the same way as | have
recommended for Sugar Birds. They are also fond of insects and though these
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are not an everyday necessity in their diet, they should be offered some from
time to time, such as live ant pupa, aphis (greenfly), fruit flies, small spiders
cte.  Some of the larger species might take very small mealworms.

A single male Sunbird will often live for many years in excellent health
in a cage if it is a really large one preferably of the box or semi-box type, and
srovided the feeding and gvncm! treatment are all they should be.  There is,
Luwrvcr, one very important point to remember in this connection. The
cage as delivered from a shop or the manufacturers will be furnished merely
with three or four ordinary hard straight perches.  These do well enough for
certain birds, but are quite unsuitable for Sunbirds, which must be provided
with resilient natural twiggy E'N.'H.‘hl'.": of various sizes. These are essential to
keep their feet in good order and should be renewed fairly often.

A disadvantage with Sunbirds that have red in the plumage—and these are
among the loveliest of the whole family—is that in confinement the red areas
are inclined to fade to a yellowish-straw colour, There seems no way of pre-
venting this in a cage, though I believe Monsieur Delacour found that it
did not happen, at any rate to the same degree, if the birds were kept in the
warm moist atmosphere of a tropical house containing a luxuriant growth
of vegetation. It 1s probably under such semi-natural conditions that they
would be most likely to breed successfully.

The late Duke of Bedford found that those he kept retained their red, but it
must be borne in mind that they were housed in very large aviaries of the type
in which he kept his Parrakeets. He told me that he had kept both Purple and
Beed Sunbirds satisfactorily in an outdoor aviary with a heated shelter, and if
they got lots of insects and spiders and had unlimited sun and fresh air even the
B.zd did not lose its ealour.

Although Sunbirds do well in the VErY Warm moist atmos here of a
tropical house, it must not be supposed that they are always used to similar
conditions in a wild state. Far grmn it, indeed, for some of the mountain-
dwelling species such as Nedarina johnstoni are found at very high alttudes,
even up to 14,500 feet, but curiously enough these are not always by any means
the easiest to keep in confinement in a cold climare,

Single males of this family make charming cage birds as they are cheerful,
|i1.r|:_']1_.', L]uiq:]-;]}.' become tame, and often have a very ph.'n.li;mt SOnE into the bar-
gain, 1 don’t think even the most exacting person could ask more!

Over forty species of this large family have, at one time or another, been
imported into this country, but I will confine myself to giving a brief descrip-
tion of a few of its better known members. The Bronze, Malachite and
Greater Double-collared Sunbirds are deseribed elsewhere in this book.

PureLe Sunsirn (Cyrtostomus astaticius).  The male is black, with blue, green
and purple reflections and, by way of contrast, there are two striking orange
pectoral tufts. In winter both male and female are greenish-brown above
and yellow below, but the cock retains his dark wings and has a broad metallic
stripu of dark violet from the chin to the abdomen. Distribution: India.

Himaravan Yeiwow-packen SuseiRD (AFthopyea siparaja seherie). The
male has the crown of the head metallic green, duller on the nape. A steel blue
band runs from the beak to the sides of the neck, and the rest of the head, the
breast, and the upper portion of the back are carmine red, the lower part of the
.
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back being bright yellow and the tail green.  The female is olive with a reddish
tinge on the throat. They are found in the Indo-Malay region. This is one
of the very beautiful Sunbirds, the red in whose plumage fades o yellow in
confimement.

AMETHYST-RUMPED  SUNBIRD (Cyrtostomus  zeylonicus). The male is
chocolate-brown above and yellow below. The crown of the head is green,
while the throat and rump are shining metallic violet. The male, when out of
colour, resembles the female, being grey above and yellow below, with a
greyish-white throat and russet-brown markings on the wings and til. Dis-
tribution: India and Ceylon,

Lesser DOUBLE-COLLARED SUNBIRD (Cinnyris chalybens). Like the Greater,
see page 273, but smaller and slimmer, and with no red in the plumage. They
also inhabit South Africa, and are the most common of all Sunbirds in captivity,
Males of this species go into eclipse plumage.

AMETHYST SUNBIRD (Chalcomitre amethystina). The male is deep wvelvety
black with the crown of the head a shining metallic green. The throat is mauve,
and the fold of the wings violet. The temale, and, it is said, the male, when
out of colour is grey above with a blackish throat, the underparts being light
yellow spotted with black.  There seems to be, however, a conflicting opinion
as to whether the male does go into eclipse plumage, and although it would
appear that this is sometimes the case, it seems o be 2 question of the individual
bird rather than a characteristic of the specics. They inhabit south and east
Africa, and are among the less rarely-imported members of the family.

I doubt if any living aviculturist has had greater experience in the keeping
of the Sunbird family than Lord Chaplin, so I am pleased to be able to con-
clude this account of Sunbirds with some very interesting information that
he has kindly given me. I remembered that he had told me some remarkable
facts as to the hardiness of certain of these birds in captivity and 1 wrote to him
for some details. Here is his reply:—

" Yes, in my experience, Sunbirds are, as a whole quite hardy once they
have recovered from the shock of being transplanted from their homes. 1
have, at different times, kept between 40 and 5o species of all the genera except
Arachnothera (Spider-Hunters). 1 have had Nectarinia tacazze, Ethophyga
siparaja seherie, Cinnyris afer, Cinnyris mediocris among others out of doors n
small aviaries in Sussex all the winter without any heat at all. They never
used a shelter even in the worst weather,

* An L'.‘i.lr1'|}11L' of C. afer lived at liberty for many months in a E;ir:{r_-n near
Porlock early in the war and survived many winter months until it was killed,
it is believed, by a Sparrow Hawk. It was seen feeding on Fuchsia, Buddleia
and Jasminm nudiflorum and was always in full vigour and srfectly moulted
into adult male plumage, including unfaded scarlet chest-band. 1 actually
took a day off from the RLALF. and went to see it! | am confident that it was a
bird I had lost in Chelsea at least a year earlier. This may sound fantastic but
Sunbirds are well known wanderers and very strong fliers.

" It is always dangerous to generalise and 1 think it unwise to call one species
hardier than another., It is more likely, in my opinion, that hardy and less
hardy individuals will occur in most species. Nevertheless T have found
Anthreptes rectirostris tephrolama and A. longewmarei, which are said to feed on
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berries in the wild, difficult to keep for long.  The high alttude Nectarinia
Johnstoni (11,000 to 14,500 fect) i certamly very insectivorous and difficule
at first in this country.

" Many Sunbirds die in captiviey after two or three vears from fatty
degeneration of the liver.  Perhaps a diet of very diluted condensed milk and
honey without added carbohydrates, in the form of Mellins or other infant
foods, would be better than the usually accepted nuxture.  Even after twenty-
seven years experience of Sunbirds in captivity 1 am not sure about this,
Small spiders are definitely the best live E'mul;.

" Incidentally the Sp?:'ndid Sunbird (Cinnyris coecinipaster) is a notably
fine, Blackcap-like singer and a good mimic.”

k)ayaf .gfarg'ng

{(Cosmopsarus regius)

MPORTED for the first time into this country in the carly nineteen-
vwenties, the Royal Starling 15 o my mind the loveliest of a very beautiful
family, all of which have a high metallic gloss on their plumage.

The male has the head, neck and throat metallic green, passing into blue on
the mantle. The rump is blue, the wings and the rest of the upper surface
being blue shot with purple and violet.  The long tapering tail is brown in-
distnctly striped with wavy brownish-black horizontal markings. The feet
and beak are black, the latter being long and slender.  There is a blackish streak
running from the base of the beak and separating the crown from the throat and
in the middle of this the pale Euldrn eye is very striking. On the crop is a
pur lish band, and the whole of the rest of the breast and the under wil-coverts
are Erim;mt orange-yellow. Length is about 13 inches.

These birds are generally considered to be very hard to sex, but Lady
Wavertree who bred them successfully in 1930 has recorded that in her pair the
cock had a slightly longer tail and rather more brilliane plumage than the hen.

[ imagine this must have been the first time they had ever been bred in this
country and the locality in which this notable achievement took place—
Branksome, Bournemouth West—must have been ideal for the purposc. The
surrounding pine woods are a favourite haunt of the large wood ants upon
whose eggs and pupa the young were mainly reared, and when Lady Waver-
tree says that the number of these tlu:}' consumed * was marvellous " I can well
believe it.

I have never attempted to breed these Starlings, but I used o keep a single
male in a mixed collection in a planted aviary before the war, and 1 never tired
of his beauty. When he was on the ground, the sunlight shimmering on his
resplendent plumage would change it from blue o purple and violet as he
moved about, in wonderful contrast to the brilliant orange-vellow breast.

.



04 FOREIGN BIRD KEEPING

Unfortunately I had to give up keeping Royal Starlings as they invariably
contracted gapes on our rather clayey soil and the present efficacious Frenc
remedy * Amyodol Interne "’ was not known at that time.

They live well in large flight cages and should be housed in one of these
in a warm birdroom duri.ng the winter, ;]t]mugh they can safc]}* pass the sum-
mer in an outdoor aviary, and could winter in one if it had a heated sheleer.
I used to feed mine on nsectivorous mixture and a small daily allowance of

ntles occasionally varied with mealworms with, of course, any other live
ood such as ant pupe and spiders. Some will eat apple and other fruits.
Chopped dates :ncrcmrbcﬂ'ics can also be given.

They will make their nest in a Parrakeet box, such as I have recommended
for Rosellas and have the advantage—or at least unmated males have—of bein
qluitc harmless to their smaller companions in a fair-sized aviary. 1fI ever ha
the chance of trying these gorgeous birds again, I would not keep them in a
natural-floored aviary, but in one with a Hoor of either concrete or several
inches of coarse gravel, in order to minimise the risk of gapes.

Pofois-belliod Viliave

{Niltava sundara)

THE Rufous-bellied Niltava has always been one of my favourite birds,
tor it has infinite grace and charm as well as great beauty. The male has
the forchead, sides of the head, lores and throat black. The crown, nape and
rump, as well as the greater wing and tail-coverts are brilliant shining cobalt
blue, the rest of the upper surface being dark blue. The whole of the under-
parts are copper—coloured. Size is about that of an English Robin. The
temale is brown with a tinge of olive; a white spot on throat and two
bright blue ones on the sides of the neck, so they are very casy birds to sex.
They are found in China, Indo-China and East Himalaya.

I obtained a male Rufous-bellied Niltava in the spring of 1935. He lived
in one of my planted aviaries for about seven years and with his charm, beauty
and tameness was a perpetual joy to me all time I had him. He used o
spend much of his time in the bushes during a summer day, but towards evening
he would fly up on to a high perch and hawk for insects, the successful capture
of which was indicated by a sharp snap of his bill. This he would continue
to do until long after dusk. It was in the carly evening that he used to sing,
and his song was a sweet and dreamy sound on a descending scale like a tiny
carillon of muted bells.

He was quite the most fascinating of the aviary inhabitants. For minutes
on end he would sit motionless, apparently listening intently, with his head
cocked on one side and his brilliant cathb]uc crown shiming in the sun,
occasionally Hirting his tail with a curious upwards and sideways movement.
Then he would espy an insect, and if it was on the ground, the flash of blue as
he descended upon it almost rivalled that of a Kingfisher.
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One day I showed him to Dr. Amsler and 1 can remember him shaking his
head and warning me that Niltavas were very tricky suhjq.cts. When [ took
him into a flight cage in a heated birdroom for the winter 1 felt 1 couldn’t
agree more, for he was always getting ill.  On one occasion he had some sort
of fit and 1 left him for dead, but he recovered. This was in carly spring and
I decided to try him out in the planted aviary because, as he Swmhi to be in
any case destined for an “"“']'.'- death, 1 felt he |t1ig1![jlj':'[ as well die in the aviary
as the birdroom.

Far from dying, however, he improved rapidly and I never took him
indoors ngain Mtimubh he spent the bitterest winter nights roosting in the
evergreens in the aviary, he never tumned a hair and thereafter was always
the picture of health. 1 became very anxious to get a mate for him, but this
Was not casy, as hcnq are seldom 111:|1:1r|:r::|: because of their duller colours.

The first ** hen " 1 got for him came from a Continental dealer, and proved
to be a male Tickell's Blue Flycatcher! Soon afterwards, however, 1 was
offered one which when it arrived proved to be 4 genuine hen Niltava but an
extraordinary bird. It spent its first day in a cage remaining immobile and
ap]urr_‘ntlv on luerr strike.  Asithad eaten th'-'[hihg I transferred it the follow-
ing day to an aviary where it again sat in a comer ignoring the tempting
mealworms I had just spread out around it. Then it suddenly took fright
and shot out of the aviary door, which [ had failed to shut as it seemed most
unlikely that the bird would ever move again!

Shortly afterwards I was able to obtain another hen who was a much more
e .1\(51!.,|b|{' F‘-rnpnk]ht‘.ﬂl. .l'lll.{ A% tIl{' Fl.“.k ‘-f."ll“.".! \'Lr‘, PIL' l'li."{l W |.1.h. |'|LT l I\III
them in a planted aviary with a wooden shelter and a flight about 12 feet square.
They went to nest at once, using a wicker Hartz Mountain Canary cage ]ml|1.,
up in the shelter, and soon there were eggs.  This, of course, was very exciting
because these Niltavas had never been bred in this country, and I am afraid
it was my fault—though I don't think 1 was entirely to blame—that they were
not first bred on this occasion.

I ki1l‘\'ﬁ' :.]:H." j“,'"l! h1l.{ [LL\I\ 11]I.l L1L|L]It Ly ]:'Il," \LIII”L’ wh{'T'lﬂ il I 11ti‘[.'|:1 l]“."
aviary, however, she was always ﬂ!.lm_, about in the flight with the cock even
a few days after the eggs were laid, so | presumed she had deserted and didn't
bother to provide extra live food.  Finally, when I looked in the nest 1 found
!h.'l.t '[hi.' ':p"l.”.'lT'l!: Nl'l;l.‘.‘.‘ls |:'|.7|I.|. I'I‘:l.t{']']t'l.{, hlﬂ. 1’!1'“] ;|.p|h1r:'|:1tt}' iliﬂ,'d at once iillh”l'lg]l
the parents had an insectivorous mixture and mealworms. Had I known they
had hatched 1 should have provided them ar any rate with cleaned gentles as
W"."1l a5 Iilf'ﬂi“'t?r]'l]“l .,1]“.1'—-1_1{_"11. Tl.'.'ﬂ'i.lll!_! 'F’I'!I.“.! I.'lt--'|1 —!I‘r'f' ANt F’llFl:L', “.1.111'” 'I.\]l“.]i
alone they would probably rear their brood.

Rufous-bellied Niltavas should be fed on a fine-grade insectivorous mixture,
-ﬂid :.]“."'\- W |.]I LIS11: ll]"p' eat ..I]'lp'lﬂ" ]!' = tl"lll] 51“.‘: 15 E‘H\}]&ﬁl t]"rl"lllﬂh r]“.' “]rt' 'I'I[.ttl'llt_'
close to a perch. They should be given about eight mealworms per day per
bird—four in the morning and four in the t"-n:im_—:llld pam.;ullulv if they

are caged, their allowance should be varied as much as possible with other
live food such as spiders, caterpillars and pupa, cte.

~ Probably gi:ul]ll.':- would prove a more suitable live food than mealworms
for a caged Miltava, as it scems possible to give these, even in quite large
quantitics, without upsetting a h'm_s

"s liver.
.
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(Rhamphocelus bresilius)

HIS rather large Tanager is in appearance one of the most striking of

all foreign birds with a colour scheme that is simple but most effecave.
The male is dr:L'p blood-red with velvety black wings, tail and thighs, while
the female is mainly reddish-brown. Length is about 73 inches. There is
no more glorious sight than a number of ne wly-imported cock Scarlet Tanagers
(provided they have arrived in good condition) scen against living greenery in
i Pl:!ll‘.f\l |I‘|I=1Lr}l_ i

Distribution: Brazil

In pre-war days, however, [ used to ke one last sad look at my le u.-._-l:.-
Scarlet Tanagers just before their first moult in captivity transformed their
deep blood-red into a pale unattractive brickish-pink. Nowadays the position
15 € I'I.I.I'IH{'L!. L'|1Ii_‘ﬂ'!|'. 1 F]‘.Ii.“k, :1\&1“&_: to t|'||_' 1|,'l.,|,1|;|1_{|_'r1-|_1| i\rnP‘_-r[“-_\ ,.-,t-tl-“.- soya I'-'L‘.Il'l.

My two males, which I have had for two years, are fed on a home-made
mixture containing no unusual ingredients with the exception of sova Hour,
As a result their red has to a great extent been retained. 1 believe the giving of
blackberries while they are moulting is said to assist the retention of colour,
but [ have never tried this, though I gave mine elderberrics.

Mine live in a large planted aviary from about the middle of April until the
end of QOctober, bL'i.1i|:[ transferred to a smaller enclosure with a heated shelter
for the coldest months of the year. | think, however, thar Th"'F m':]_-;hl: well be
wintered il.lr.'l.'r'.mr-lli[:.' without heat, provided their aviary was in a sheltered
situation facing south and had a cosy \]]‘.u'l!rr in which they were shut cach night.

Their diet should consist of an insectivorous mixture, plenty of ripe truit
such as apples, etc., and the usual small duih‘ allowance of mealworms or,
better still, gentles. Some will take sweetened bread and milk. They are
also fond of soaked currants and chopped dates.

Unmated males are not in the least aggressive, at any rate in a fair-sized
planted aviary. Mine have had as companions Pekin Robins, various Bunt-
mgs, and tiny Grey Singing Finches, without attempting to molest any of them,
though, doubtless a breeding pair would be quite a different proposition.
These would need an aviary to themselves.

| have never -I-t[L'Il'lP[L'l{ o 1"T-L‘n:.‘l.‘| rhrm. |1:|".':i|1__a._r| k:.'pr :m!!_.' various males at
different tmes, but pairs are quite willing to go to nest in confinement and
young have been reared on several occasions both here and on the Continent.
The hen alone builds the neat ;_'upa_t.h.lpt-\! nest mu.ﬂlb' m a bush such as privet,
and if the young are to be reared suc L'g'.\sf'ully, the parents must be kg-lwi _-;|,|F.}-.||"_-d
with a wvaried assortment of live !-l.'u'rl.:l_-\., :ir'll.'!udj'ng a |:||:|'ih:.|| 'S'II].-'PI!r' of meal-
worms and plenty of gunllu:h.

I have -IL'\'J‘_\'S thought they would be ideal subjects for breeding at con-
trolled liberty as they are large enough to show themselves well, and I can
imagine few lovelier additions to a English summer l:,nrdrn than the male in all
his g]lrr‘: of black and crimson,

» 0




The Pekin Robin is an extremely active aviary inhabitant
with a briefl but meladious sang

For a Tanager, the Scarlet Tanager is quite casy to keep, and
has been bred. Its colour scheme is simple but effective -
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Scarlet Tanagers have one disadvantage as aviary birds and that is their
extreme wildness. P[Db:ll:li}l' this is due to the fact that they realise only too
well how conspicuous they are owing to the brilliance of their plumage. In
any case, they never seem to calm down, and as soon as one approaches their
aviary they dash about, plunging into first one bush then another, thus having
a most upsctting cffect on the other inhabitants of the enclosure.

Two other Tanagers | have kcpt at various times but which 1 have not
space here to write about at length are the Palm Tanager and Violet Tanager.

The Parm Tanacer (Thraupis palmarum) is, for a member of this gorgeous
Elm.if}n a rather dull-coloured Eirrrhr:ing mcnﬂ}' olive-green with black wings
and tail. It is fairly often imported and has nested in captivity. It ranges
from southern Brazil to central America.

The Viorer TanaGER (Euphonia violacea) is a rather attractive little bird which
has the forchead and underparts yellow, some white in the wings, and the
rest of the plumage almost black with a violet sheen. It is sometimes im-
ported and is found from the Guianas to south-east Brazil.

The Superb and Blue-shouldered Tanagers are deseribed elsewhere in this
book.

SA e (jﬂlil.ﬂﬂ)

(Capsychus malabaricus indicus)

HE Shama is, 1 should say, the best-loved of all the foreign insectivorous

species that are kept in confinement, and its pnpularh} is well-deserved,

for though it lacks brig#u. colours it has charm, elegance, and a really magnifi-

cent song. Rather more than half its total length of 11 inches is accounted for
by its long tail, which gives it rather the appearance of a miniature Magpie.

Its colour scheme is simple but effective, being mainly glossy blue-black,
with a white rump, and airbut the two central tail feathers bordered with
white, while the lower breast and belly are chestnur.  In the female the black
arcas of the male’s plumage are replaced by dark greyish-brown, and the
chestut by a rufous-fawn colour.

The typical form of the Shama is found in India, bur as it is a bird of very
wide distnibution including Siam, Ceylon, Burma, China, and Malaya, as
well as India, there are naturally several different races. These are all, as it
were, variations on the original theme and do not differ very widely from each
other. In any case it is the Indian bird which concerns us here as it is much the
most freely imported, and the only one likely to come into the hands of the
average private aviculturise,

The Shama is a bird of the dense hillside jungle, where it chicfly haunts well
watered ravines. The Burmese form ranges up to 4,000 feet.  Although such
a well-known singing bird in confinement m India, it is probable that, owing
to its shyness and love of forest haunts well away from the dwellings of man,
comparatively few people in its native country have ever seen it in a wild state,

20 .
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The Shama is, of course, chiefly famous for its song, and while I have never
been able to see why the Virginian Cardinal should have been given the alter-
native name of Virginian Nightingale, I do think the Shama's song at its best
fully deserves all the superlatives that have been lavished upon it. Certainly,
of all bird songs it most nearly rivals that of our own Nightingale.

I say " at 1s best " because the bird being a very clever and incorrigible
mimic 1ts own natural song is sometimes quite nﬁnﬂb}* its tendency to copy
the songs and what can only be called the noises of other birds. 1 particularly
recall a friend of mine who had a very delightful Shama which he kept in his
flat in London. At first the song unt-ﬁjs bird, which had previously been in a
country aviary and had merely added Blackbird and Thrush to its own reper-
toire, was a joy to him. In the end, however, it quite forgot its original song,
and substituted instead the indiscriminate burblings of a Starling and the
monotonous chirping of London Sparrows.

At its best, however, the Shama’s song has few rivals, as it combines the
clear fluting notes of a Blackbird with the mysterious lovely liquid cadences
of a Mightingale. Though it sometimes sings during the day, its chief singing
periods are in the carly morning and late evening, sometimes so late that often
on warm summer evenings it can still be heard singing when dusk has fallen.

I have kept Shamas at controlled liberty and also in both cages and aviaries.
Delightful as they are in the latter, also make charming cage birds. There
are, in fact, few pet birds more intelligent and full of character than a single
male Shama kept in a flight cage of ample size in a situng room, where it will
delight its owner both by its tameness and its song,.

A suitable cage for a Shama should be about 2 feet 6 inches long, and
unless it can be placed in some draught-free alcove a cage of the box or semi-
box type is much the best. The bird should be rcgvfr] let out for a fly
round the room and it is a very simple matter to get it Eack into its cage.
The production of the mealworm tin (which they soon mﬁa to know) will
usually coincide with the Shama's alighting on one's shoulder, and if a few
I!.'Ic:lj:’ﬂmls arc then thrown on the ﬁDﬂ‘[ of its cage it will hurry inside to
get them.

Shamas are tremendous bathers and must be given regular access to a bath
or they will be miserable and their plumage will suffer accordingly. Excellent
tin baths open only on one side to prevent splashes are obtamable. These
hang outside in front of the open door of the cage and prevent the cage itself
getting drenched. Nowadays I believe much the same thing is also available
in plastic, and a bath should always be considered as essential a part of a Shama's
cage as its ordinary food and water vessels.

Their staple diet should consist of best quality insectivorous mixture, and
a daily allowance of about eight mealworms—preferable four given momin
and evening. If you want to give them a real treat a nice fat spider wi
admirably the bill. Gentles can be given instead of mealworms. Some
will also appreciate a few soaked currants.

It must be emphasised that anyone who has the sentimental notion that
cven the happiest-seeming of tame pet birds is really miserable because it
hasn't got a mate, should on no account introduce a z:emalc Shama into their
pet male Shama's cage, as the result will almost certainly be murder! Shamas

L]
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are, in fact, not .||'n'r.]\'1 « i'\'n Lo mate, .l.'l:ll.l lh'l\ 15 i"']’\'llTihl]\ ONg reason '\'\l]". ll'll."r
have not been bred more often in confinement.

A male Shama, while he appreciates the presence of a member of the
opposite sex when both he himself and his prospective bride are in breeding
condition, would seem, rather ungallantly, to regard her room as E}rt‘i(‘.abll_
to her company when the brud]rl;,‘ scason 15 over, or before it starts. [
therefore behoves anyone who intends to try breeding Shamas to be quite
sure that both parties are in breeding condition before putting them together.
This should be done in the morning so as to have all day to watch them and
separate them if the cock goes for the hen too badly

If possible it is a very good plan to let them spend several weeks in adjoining
aviaries to get used to each other. With all aggressive birds, to whatever
species they may belong it is safest to put the cock into the hen’s aviary rather
than wice versa, as this puts the bumptious male temporarily at a disadvantage,
for he has first to reconnoitre his unfamiliar surroundings, instead of instantly
attacking the female as a savage cock will if she is suddenly put into his aviary,

[ very nearly bred Shamas just before the war, when 1 kept a pair at con-
trolled liberty. 1 had had a single cock throughout the winter, and in the spring
I put him into a moderate sized open aviary facing south, with merely the back
and half the top and sides boarded over as a protection from the weather, |
Was so0n .1i:"']L' o I\-|I::'l.|.ir| an L"‘U..{'”L'“L Ell.'[l. m '\|.|l'l'k'\ l.l":ll\.il.ii.\”l. ..1“\.! 45 In ll'l!\ CAase
I had to put the hen into the cock’s aviary, to avoid unnecessary risks she was
at first put in a box cage hung up inside the aviary,

The Shama, one of the most popular of foreign birds
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However, as it seemed such an obvious case of love at first sight on both
sides, 1 soon let her out with the cock, and they went to nest at once in a wooden
hox about 12 inches high by 6 inches square with the top half of the front open
and hung up under the sheltered part of the aviary. | started the nest for them
by putting some dried grass in the bottom of the and scattering some more
on the floor of the aviary with also some fine rootlets, dried moss, feathers etc.
With these materials they constructed their nest.

Soon the hen was sitting, and when the young ones hatched 1 gave the
parents their liberty. To do this a small hole should be cut high up in the
wire front of the aviary, and small wooden alighting platforms fixed just
below the hole, both inside and out. It is important to Eavc the hole in the
wire netting only just large enough for the parents to pass comfortably in and
out, in order to exclude enemies such as Jays, cats and Magpies.

It is then necessary to show the parents that they can now leave or enter the
aviary when they wish. This is best done by sprinkling a few mealworms on
the alighting platforms. Having gobbled up those inside they will pop through
the |m%r: to finish those on the outer platform, and so find themselves at liberty.

This, while always a thrilling moment, i also a somewhat anxious one for
their owner, particularly when the hen, who is the * breadwinner,” wkes a
good look round and then streaks away into the garden, leaving one wondering
if she will ever be seen again!

Usually, however, she will soon return with a beakful of caterpillars, and
Tﬁckly locating the entrance hole, pop in through it to feed her brood.  Once
this has happened her owner can rest assured that, barring accidents—which
incidentally nearly always happen—the brood will be reared.

The accident that happened to my first hen Shama was particularly dis-
tressing, and provided me with one of the most horrible moments of my
avicultural life. The hen was particularly, indeed embarrassingly, tame
and would suddenly descend from nowhere to alight on my hmcﬁ arms or
shoulders the moment I appeared with the mealworm tin.  One moming |
was walking along a conerete path and offered the hen two mealworms, one
of which she took but the other one must have dropped just under my foot and
she was after it like a streak of lighming. Before lliud time to realise what had
happened, she lay squashed ms dead on the path. It raught me one thing,
and that s never to give mealworms to tame birds unless one is standing stll.

After this ttageds; which caused me acute distress, but which, it must be
owned, seemed to leave the widower quite unmoved and perfectly cheerful,
he was provided with another hen. He welcomed her with every sign of
joy, and the pair went to nest immediately. This time four young ones were
{mtchr:d and all went swimmingly.

The hen was considerably less tame than her predecessor, which was in
many ways rather a blessing as it caused her to spend more time foraging for
insects in the garden. However, once more complete success was denied me,
this time by a faral accident to the hen which really was one chance in
a thousand.

All went well until the four young ones were fully feathered and just on the
point of fledging. Then there came the day when 1 noticed whiffs of that
dreadful chamnel house smell coming from the Shama's aviary, and found all
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four young ones dead in the nest. What had happened was really most
extraordinary. The hen had got into the greenhouse and there evidently dis-
covered a small mouse which she pursued unal it fell into a sunk water tank.
She plunged in after it and both were drowned.

1 have found both Shamas and Dhyal Birds at liberty to be camivorous
as well as insectivorous, and equally keen to capture a very small mouse or a
large spider.

Although no young ones were actually reared, the Shamas were a never-
ending source of pleasure to have at liberty, and also a never-ending source of
astonishment to visitors to our farm that such a thing was possible. 1 stll
recall with pleasure those lovely summer afternoons in the halcyon days
before the war when we had tea on the lawn by a lily pool and how things
never scemed quite complete without the cock S{mma flying to and fro across
the lawn from a rose pergola to a planted aviary. Then he would come and

erch on the rungs of our deck chairs to be given a bit of fruit cake, from which
ﬁu was particularly fond of extracting the sultanas and raisins. Sometimes his
busy wife would appear from the direction of the garden, and, superintended
by Lcr husband, have a hurried bath in the shallow water among the irises at
the edge of the pool.

The cock Shama was an extremely charming but, it must be admitted,
idle fellow, and apart from remaining vaguely on guard near the aviary, he
took little part in the actual rearing of the family. On fine mornings he could
usually be found with puffed out feathers and outstretched wings, ecstatically
sunming himself on a mossy bank nearby. However, any shortcomings he
may have had as a parent were, from his owner's point of view, amply com-
pensated for by his ﬂ;]vely song which was chiefly heard morning and evening,
though he sometimes sang a little during the day as well.

Anyone fortunate enough to have a pair of Shamas at controlled liberty
which fully rear their young ones, should watch most carefully until the brood
is on the point of ledging. At this ime parents and young must be confined to
the aviary, after which a plenaful and varied supply of live foods must be
maintained untl all are Aedged.  After this, as soon as tf;cy can feed themselves,
they should be gradually weaned on to their parents’ normal diet of insec-
tivorous mixture, a little fruit, and a daily ration of mealworms or gentles.
They should then be put in a separate aviary,

However, a pair suceessfully reared arzrnmi here in 1961, It is generally
considered to be impossible to keep a pair of Shamas together, and m many
cases this is true.  This particular cock Enwcv&r is better tempered than most,
and the pair spent the winter together in an aviary with a heated shelter which
they shared with a hen Lilac-breasted Roller.  The presence of the latter helped
to iccp the peace as the Shamas were rather in awe of her, and if the cock
started chasing the hen in the shelter, he would stop at once when the Roller
flew in from the Aight.

At the beginning of May the Shamas were transferred to a moderate-sized
open aviary with the back and half the top and sides boarded over, and they
soon went to nest in a hung-up box with the top half of the front open.

A small door high up in the frone of the aviary was made in order to liberate
the parents as soon as the young ones hatched, but finally we decided to see if
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they would rear their brood on an unlimited supply of gentles and a rationed
d:l.ir;* allowance of mealworms, and this they dicf perfectly, four young ones
fledging in June. The youngest of the four seemed to have left the nest wo
soon, and eventually died, but the remaining three were fine youngsters—two
cocks and a hen.

When first fledged they had very short tails, but otherwise resembled the
hen, except that the upper surface was speckled with buff, and there were dark
striations on the throat, It was possible to sex them almost a once, however,
as the two young cocks were darker coloured than the young hen.

Shamas rear their young entirely on live food, and the chief thing to guard
against is Tiviug too many mealworms as this tends to over-stimulate the
parents with the result that they throw their young ones out of the nest in their
desire to go to nest again.

.S'Z o ! f’ il m:; ivel

(Pevicrocotus brevirostris)

THE]'\LE are six species of Minivet, all natives of India, and the Short-billed,
which is one of the most beautiful, closely resembles its rather larger
relative the Scarlet (P. speciosus), the commonest member of the genus.

The male Short-billed Minivet is a gorgeous creature with the chin, throat
and upper plumage to the middle of the back deep glossy blue-black, and the
remainder of the body plumage scarlet.  The black wings are adorned with a
broad searlet band, and the ]Ef:n sharply-graduated tail has the two ecentral
feathers black, the next pair hiav:i edged with scarlet, and the others black at
the base and then scarlet. The beak and feet are black. Length of the bird is
about 7 inches.

The female, though handsome enough in her own way, is quite unlike her
mate, The upper parts of her plumage are light grey while her forehead is
E:ﬂ: yellow. The upper tail-coverts and rump are greenish-yellow and the

reast and belly creamy-yellow. The wings and tail are the same as in the
cock except that the scarlet areas are replaced by yellow, and the wings are
brown instead of black.

This Minivet's range extends as far as Eastern China, and it is also found in
Assam, Burma, and Northern India. The typical race breeds thousands of
feet up in the Western Himalayas, descending to the plains in the autumn
when the breeding season is over,

In view of the fact that Minivets have such very tiny fecble fect, resemblin
those of a Swallow, it is not surprising to learn that their habit is purely arboreal.
They spend most of their tme flying about the tops of the tallest trees hawking
for the insects which form their food. Congregating in large flocks, they are
gregarious except during the breeding season.

.
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Mimivets have no proper song, but their call note, a cheerful * Whit-whit-
whit "' with variations, is frequently uttered when they are on the wing. The
cup-shaped nest is said to be usually built very high up on the bough of a tree
and not among its branches, the eggs being whitish, I:lf;-r.chtd and spotted with
chestnut and grey.

My own experience of keeping Short-billed Minivets is limited to a very
lovely pair 1 had in one of my planted aviaries before the war, They arrived
in perfect condition in the l:arr;f spring, and were at first housed in a fight cage
indoors, being transferred to the aviary in May.,

As soon as they found themselves with plenty of Sying space they were

rpetually on the wing, and truly a joy to behold, the cock, of course, being in
E.ics importation plumage of steely blue-black and vivid scarlet.  This colour,
alas—as is also the case with certain other birds having red in their plumage—
is replaced after the first moult in confinement by a pale salmon-pink which
quite ruins their appearance.

Charmingly ame and beautiful as they proved to be, Minivets are at first
one of the most difficult subjects in confinement, owing to the fact that they
are so very insectivorous. However, 1 have fed them satisfactorily on a specially
prepared insectivorous mixture and gentles together with a little soft apple.
I have also found that they will eat gentles in the pupated stage.

They used to become particularly lively of a summer evening. Uttering
their frequent * Whit-whit-whit " as they hawked for insects whose capture
was denoted by a sharp snap of the bill, they were very fascinating to watch,
particularly the male whose brlliant and very un-English garb made him just
my idea of what a foreign bird ought to look like.

During the summer they remained in perfect health, and their end, there-
fore, was doubly tragic and unexpected. Towards the end of August we had
a violent thunderstorm of almost tropical intensity, followed by torrental
rain. When [ went out afterwards [ found that the other birds which shared
the Minivets” aviary had apparently taken shelter and were unharmed, and only
the Minivets were mussing. Eventually, after a prolonged search, both were
found dead and drenched to the skin among the long grass in the aviary.

The Inpian Scanier Miniver (Pericrocotus speciosus) is perhaps the best-
known member of the family. It resembles the Short-billed, but is bigger,
not quite so slim and has a ‘i'nrgcr beak and shorter tail. It inhabits India,
Indo-China, and Malaya. It is a fine large bird about ¢ inches long.

.S:lma -S?ﬂl‘éﬂ?

(Spreo superbus)

THE family of the Glossy Starlings includes some of the most beautiful
birds in the world. The Spreo is the best known and most widely-
kept, with the possible exception of the ordinary Green Glossy Starling,
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The male is green above shading to dark blue on the head, neck, and upper
breast, the whole having the most brilliant metallic sheen. The lower breast
and belly are rich chestut, separated from the upper breast by a wide band of
pure white. The beak is black. Length is about 8 inches.

Spreos are not easy birds to sex, but the males are usvally slightly larger
than the females and have a way of  blazing ™ their eyes by rapidly expanding
and contracting the pupil, just as do many Parrots. They inhabit Abyssinia
and were very freely imported before the war.

These birds enjoy a well-deserved pnrlmlzriry because they are not only
extremely bc:utiﬁ.i!l t also LEcrl'acd hardy and excellent breeders. Another
point in their favour is that they do no harm to growing shrubs in an aviary.

I have never attempted to breed Spreo Starlings, but have kept odd males in
planted aviaries at various times. They were always a joy to behold, par-
ticularly in strong summer sunlight when their brilliantly metallic greens and
blues changed mg scintillated with their every movement.

I found unmated males perfectly harmless in a mixed collection with such
birds as Shamas, Dhyal Birds, Cardinals, Grosheaks, etc., but mated pairs in
breeding condition are, of course, a different proposition, being particularly
mclined to fight with other members of the Starling family and some people
give them a gad reputation for general aggressiveness. Therefore, it is really
much the best plan to give a pair an aviary to themsclves.

They shuu}I:] be given a choice of several nest boxes hung rather high up
under overhead cover in the open flight.  Usually they prefer a Parrakeet type
of nest box with an entrance hole near the top, and one of Redrump size suits
them very well. They must be given plenty of nesting material such as hay,
feathers, and fine dry rootlets.  When the young cmn%latcl'l. after an incuba-
tion period of about fifteen days, the parents must, in addition to their ordinary
food, be kept continually supplied with live food such as cleaned gentles and
mealworms, the latter sparingly, and anything else suitable such as spiders,
green caterpillars, ant pupe, ctc,

It is most important that the live food should be supplied * little and often,”
say about every two or three hours during the three weeks or so the oung are
in the nest, and this is really the main secret of success in the brn:ii'ng of all
Softbills.  1f the whole daily ration is given in the morning the parents will first
feed their brood and then stuff the rest themselves, whereas if small supplies
are given at regular intervals, they will give their young ones a good feed, only
cating themselves what is left over on each oceasion.

Spreo Starlings have more than one nest a year, so the young ones, as soon
as they are independent, should be caught up and removed to separate quarters,
otherwise they are likely to be bullied by lgl.':'ll.' parents when they want to go
Lo nest again,

A single Spreo makes an attractive cage pet and can be readily tamed if
advantage is taken of its fondness for mealworms, which it will soon learn to
take from its owner’s fingers. A really large cage is essential and it is a good
plan to let the bird out occasionally for a fly round the room. To get a tame
specimen back into its cage is perfectly simple, as if a few mealworms are put
in it the bird will usually return at once, They are also admirable inhabitants
of a planted aviary, as they show themselves well and never skulk in the thickest

L]
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bushes, which is the drawback to some particularly beautiful birds such as the
Rainbow Bunting.

A good quality insectivorous mixture should be given with the addition of
fruit such as ripe sweet apple, and each bird should receive a ration of about
cight mealworms or a few gentles per day, varied, if possible, with any other
suitable live food one may come across. They can also be given chopped dates,
and are fond of elderberries.

I have always wanted to try these birds at controlled liberty as it would then
be unnecessary to supply them with insccts with which to rear their brood,
and they wmniﬂ be a glorious sight flying about in the garden.

EIPEI'A j an ﬂg er

(Calospiza (Tangara) fastuosa)

UMMING birds are often deseribed as ™ living jewels 7, but to my mind

no bird so wuly ments this description as the aptly named Superb
Tanager with its incredibly brilliant colour combination i!fPl'D!,*:ll blue, yellow,
orange and black, and partcularly the glittering emerald green of the head.
The mantle, a fairly wide bar across the throat and the wings are black, the
outer webs of the Hights being bordered with yellow, The rump and Hanks
are bright orange and the uilli is black edged with blue. The breast is rich
roval blue, deepest on the belly, and the bill is black. The eyes, narrowly
ringr:d with black, are so dark as to appear black also.

I have seen the sexes described as alike, but there are actually two differences:
the head of the male is blue-green while that of the female is green with a
faintly yellow tinge, and her rump is pure yellow, while his is yellow and
orange.

Distribution: Brazil; common in the environs of Pernambuco.

In a cage, unless it is a very big one, these Tanagers are apt to be lethargic
and get over-fat. In an aviary, however, they are quick and sprightly in
movement and are charming lictle birds, soon getting to know the person who
looks after them; I think the same probably applies to all the Calliste Tanagers.

I have never heard my Superb Tanagers utter anything that could really
be called a song, but they have a series o%crhirping notes which are uttered in
quick succession when the birds are excited.

They are great bathers and the rather sucky nature of their food makes it
important that they should bath regularly; for the same reason their perches
should be fairly often cleaned or rencwed.

They are not hardy, but | have found that they do extremely well in an
outdoor aviary all the year round, provided that they have a cosy draught-proof
shelter which must be artificially Ef:utr:d during the winter and in which they
must be shut each night from about the middle of September until the first
week or so in May—depending, of course, on the wcatﬁur conditions,
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I think that they require considerable heat to bring them into breeding
condition. Consequently, although they might go to nest in a really hot
summer, probably the best chance of breeding them would be in an indoor
aviary in a greenhouse or conservatory.

These Tanagers are very tricky subjects indeed when newly imported, and
at all times require more than ordinary care, so they are not to be recommended
to anyone who wants " casy " birds. Nevertheless, I think that their great
beauty amply "Paf! one for the extra trouble entailed in keeping them.

They are mainly fruit eaters, and their daily fruit salad, as one might call
it, needs careful preparation. [ give mine a mixture of chopped dates, cut-up
apple and pear, sultanas previously soaked in water for 24 hours to enable them
to swell, and grapes which should be cut in half. can also be given any
other sweet ripe fruits and are fond of elderberries, which coincide with the
period of the moult,

They also require live food and 1 have found that, while a small daily
allowance of gentles can be given without harm, mealworms, if given at all,
must be severely rationed, otherwise they are apt to cause digestive upsets.

Insectivorous mixture can also be given, but they will scglum touch 1t if
plenty of fruit is available. When 1 first received these Tanagers they were
freshly imported and seemed to need something to stimulate their appetite,
So 1 tried giving them a piece of spongecake dipped in honey and water, and
once having sampled this they ate it with relish, and have been given it every
day during the three years they have so far been in my possession. It is most
important that the honey should be sufficiently diluted—the correct proportion
being rather less than a teaspoonful of honey to a cupful of warm water.

jjicéeff’ g ﬁggm 3@::«&4#

(Muscicapula tickelliae)

TRUE Flycatcher, this pretty litle bird has a rather similar colour

scheme to our own Nuthatch, That is to say it is slaty blue-grey above
with black lores and brighter blue ecar-coverts. * The breast and throat are
coppery colour and the abdomen white. The hen is similar to her mate,
but all her colours are paler. In its various forms it inhabits India, Cevlon,
Indo-China and the Malay Peninsula. Length is about 4} inches. It has a
quite pleasant, though unpretentous, litte song,

These birds are fairly }]: uently imported, and have I believe the reputation
of being somewhat difficult.  Possibly 1 was particularly fortunate in the
individuals that came into my possession, but to me this alleged difficulty seems
imaginary. At any rate, | keptan odd hen in a miscellaneous collection of other
birds for some three years bcgﬂ: I was able to get her a mate and she was never
any trouble. Soon afterwards I parted with the pair owing to lack of space.

It is true that my birds had a spacious aviary containing numerous growing
bushes, creepers, ete., so that during the summer they were able to obtain a
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Generally speaking
the Flycatchers are not
at all a freely imported
family of birds. How-
ever, this attractive
little Indian species,
Tickell's Blus Fly-
catcher, is fairly often
brought over, and jts
vivacity Is seen to best
advantage in a planted
aviary where it has a
chance to catch flies

continuous supply of their natural food. 1 put them in a Hight cage in a warm
room from the end of October till the end of Apnl.  During that period they
lived quite happily on a fine grade insectivorous food with about eight small
mealworms per bird pet Lt.l}'. i‘]l.l\. ot course, any odd insects that [ ::Lig]][
h”'l'P"“ to come across.  They can also be given gentles.

They are very expert Hy catchers, and the \!1:|.r5'- click of their beaks as they
captured their prey would be heard long after dusk had fallen and the other
inmates of the aviary had gone to roost, Hu-'_.' are said to nest m holes in
banks and trees. If | were fortunate enough to have a breeding pair that
hatched young ones I should feel strongly tempted to try them on the con-
trolled liberty svstem once the brood was hatched,

ﬂl!fﬁ won iﬂll‘l{;t’{

(Semnornis ramphastin

HIS 15 one of the larger Barbets, and a very beautiful one. The crown
and nape are black with a firly wide white streak extending from just

: " 5 / :
behind the eye to the nape. The checks, sides of the head, and throat are
silvery grey. The mantle is brown, the rump golden-vellow, and the wings
.
-
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and tail dark slate colour with a faint greenish tinge, The upper breast is
crimson merging into orange on the lower part of the breast.  The eves are
red, and the powerful bill is yellow tipped with black.

Distribution: South America,

The sexes are generally said to be alike, but there are two distiner differences
in my pair, the most obvious one iwmg that in the female the lower end of the
black nape is merely rounded, whereas in the male it extends in a short V-shaped
pomt down the centre of the back. Also the female's bill is perhaps a trifle
more slender and less massive than that of the male.

I !I.l'n.f.' |.'H.'1.'II li1ld l|1:il 1.|1|.' Crumson 1}1- ["IL' |:'|r|_',|.:-.l; i!\ .LPI: L r.;|.|_1|_' 111 |,.:|]'|1_|\'|11.'_
but | hope by suitable feeding to be able to prevent this as far as possible. .

These Barbets are not often imported, but they make most artractive
aviary birds and are obviously very intelligent, always watching everything
one does, and quig ]i|_~.' giving their short sharp " cluck . . . cluck . . . cluck ™
alarm note.  They also utter what can only be deseribed as a rather melodious
hooting sound of considerable carrying power.  And this is always in the form
of a duet, the cock urtering the |Jlghrr note and the hen the lower one—the
timing being so perfect that one would think it was the call of a single bird,

My pair have a fair-sized pl,m[nl aviary to themselves, the shelter of which
can be heated during the winter. 1If it was intended to L;_::}'- them in mixed
company | think it would be dangerous to put them with any birds weaker
than themselves,

They are mainly fruit-caters, and mine are given "PPI“ pears, cho r!'-u,l
dates, grapes, soaked sultanas, and such wild fruits as elderberries and l1{n k-
berries when in season.  They also have insectivorous mixture and a daily

allowance of gentles with a few mealworms, and a little minced raw meat
occasionally

{l./i‘?rc{ffrr 3( r;f cal r){i er

(Stoporala melanops)

HIS fairly large Flycatcher has always been a favourite of mine owing

partly to its unusual colouring, which in the male is 2 beautiful sea-
greeny-blue, paler on the underparts, and with a black area in front of the eye.
The female is similar, but all her colours are duller and the sides of the throat
and chin are mottled with greyish-white. Total length is about 6 inches.

Verditer Flycatchers are found in India, Indo-China, China, and Malaya.
In a wild state they are said to be bold and Lm:E:n.hTJL, to ’rrm]ulu][_ both the
jungle and gardens, and to be quite good songsters.

A fine cock of this species was in my possession for about two years, during
which time 1 never heard him otter anything that could 1r<1pr:r|x be called a
song. He inhabited the same avi lary in which my ]u.lu'{
had lived, and seemed to thrive under similar treatment.

[ used to cage him in a warm room for the winter, though I suspect that he
Was ]‘T"lb.]bl'!r' A ..L'I“.H1 L!{'.'l.] 1!.11'1.1“'1' I1|ﬂ]i onec |i'|'|..'|.g‘il|\'.'l.l 45 hL' Was out 1“ s0me 'l.‘t'r_\'

I's Blue J._]‘-L.'ltLhL'l"l
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The Western Bluebird is one of the most beautiful and delightiul of aviary birds

cold late spring weather without turning a hair

Io appre ciate the beauty of
these Flycatchers they must be seen in an open aviary as their particular and

very unusual shade of blue looks, by comparison, dull and lifeless in a cage
] l.':."ill'.:_' \|:~I'.I|l.| If"'l. !l'!'.' SAIC as 1:-'| [ I j-',:'.”‘-\. I!'ill-.' | i'\-.'.l‘--. |'l:'|

?l /:-.HF ern JBZ; r'f:f'!'{f

(Sialia mexicana occidentalis)

America are 1

HE Blucbirds of are nowadays virtually unknown to most
wvicultunsts in this country, ver abour sixey «

MOTre YEars o,
1 1
[]"..l.'.'l.' WS 11 |‘.|.I'I on their cxportation, one of ‘:l'li' tnree \Px'-\. €5, NI

Common or EasterN Bruemen (Sfalia sialis

wihnen

wely the
was freely imported and an ex-
I:I'CI1'|';|:L l""l'“:;” cage and aviary bird, known as the Asmentcany Broeg Romx

We have at Keston several breeding pairs of Western Blucbirds.

T'he male
15 cobalt blue on the upper surface excepr for the mantle whic h is russet-brown

§I4)
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The throat is grey-blue and the breast russet-brown merging into whitish on
the abdomen. The blue is particularly brilliant in the tail and wings, and it is
this that gives such a vivid Hash of blue when the bird is seen in H|ght.

The female is mainly carthy brown in colour with blue in the wings and
tail.

Distribution: Rocky Mountains and the Pacific seaboard. These Blue-
birds are said to range at higher altitudes than any other Bluebird species.

Their size is just right, tor they are rather larger than our native Robin,
though more like a Wheatear in shape, and this, combined with their great
beauty, makes them to my mind idc;lf.wi.;ry inhabitants. Another advantage
is that it is possible to breed them in a really large flight cage, although an
aviary is really better and can be of quite modest 51::'-4.'115111115. provided that a
pair are its sole inhabitants.

They are perfectly hardy, but it is best to shut them in the shelter each
night during the winter months to be on the safe side. Fortunately Western
Bluebirds are not 1.]:[:1!']1"‘.(5[11:‘. 0 a pair can ﬂaﬂ:]y be ]u*pt togcthc: all the year
round; this is in marked contrast to the very different temperament of their
close relative the Mountain Bluebird, of which pairs will bicker both in
and out of season, and must usually be kept separate during the winter.

Western Bluebirds have a swift g]nlnmg Hight and t}cg|11f11r]1.' utter a soft
warbling note, although ‘l’*"." have nothing that could actually be ealled a
song. The male displays by rapidly raising first one wing and then the other,
and they are very willing to go to nest in a wooden box with the top half of
the front open, which should be hung up in the Hight under overhead cover,

They are excellent parents and as I write one pair have six YOUng ones just
fedged, and there are three other broods still in the nest.  They are usually
double-brooded so a pair can prove extremely prolific even in a single scason.

When first fledged the young have a certain amount of blue in the wings
and tail, this bL‘IJ‘.I!_" hfigh[mt in young males, and both sexes are marked with
thrush-like Spec kl][l!-_""\ which however soon L]imp}ﬁ;:.u_

At first they are apt to be very wild, and in order to prevent them bumping
their heads against the wire roof of the flight, it is a good plan to put a wartle
hurdle on top, but it is essential that this should be done before breeding opera-
tions commence, as to do so later upsets both parents and young. The hurdle
should be removed as soon as the breeding scason is over.

The diet of Bluebirds should consist of best gr:uiu insectivorouws mixture
f“’c lli‘lkf OUIr OwWn "r\l]“.]l Contains S-I.T}'.l. Hnur ﬂ.l'li,l j'! T'|'|I.'!].!iti_'T]L'L:| “ith !'_{r:ttl'_'d
raw carrot), and a daily allowance of gentles and mealworms, Insectivorous
mixture can however be bought, but it is important to choose a really good
proprietary brand.

If given the chance Bluebirds will live entirely on live food but this should
1ot b';." }"fTE'I'I!I.'h:-'.! IJL'L‘H...['SL' iji&L‘L‘ll\'l‘lrifklh mixture cContams |'||t_'|rl;"l;iil.,"['|t} ]l]]i'H:thJT!r
tor their health, [.'ulLM'LlucllT.i:.‘, out of the breeding season, the amount of live
food should be reduced so that the birds are forced to eat insectivorous mixture
45 W L'][.

On the other hand, when there are young in the nest to feed, the parents
will not touch insectivorous mixture and must have a constant supply of
gentles always before them as well as a rationed allowance of mealworms
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morning and evening. A regular weekly supply of gentles can be obtained
from firms who deal in live bait for fishing.

Bluchirds are among the most bcautiﬁﬁ and delightful of aviary birds, and
it is not to be wondered at that in America they are r:gardcd with the same
sentimental affection as we accord in this country to our native robin. Of
course—like all insectivorous spccics—th-.-y are more trouble to kr_'cp than
sced-caters, but to my mind the extra work is very well worth while.

m:‘ fe -raﬂpedf ’e edstart

(Chaimarrhornis leucocephalus)

HIS is the only member of the Redstart family 1 have kept and a very

delightful lirt;{: bird it is. The top of the head is pure shining white,
and the rest of the head, neck, back, upper breast and wings black. The
remainder of the plumage is a deep rich chestnut-brown, the tail being banded
with black at the tip. As far as | am aware the sexes are exactly alike. Total
length is about 7 inches,

The White-capped Redstart comes from India and is a bird of the Himalayas,
its range extending to Western China, It breeds at an elevation of between
8,000 and 13,000 feet, and sometimes even hi%:hcr. Like our English Dipper,
it is always found in the vicinity of water and delights in flying from boulder to
boulder amid rushing mountain torrents, all the while catching flies and
uttering its note, a rather high-pitched ™ Te . . . t-e—c-e-,” which has con-
siderable carrying power. It makes much play with its handsome tail, spread-
ing it momentarly fan-wise when alighting, and at other times, bobbing it
continually up and down as do Wagtaiﬁ.

The cup-shaped nest is placed wsually in a small hollow beneath a pro-
Jjecting rucg-m' among the roots of trees on a steep bank close to the water.

My experience of keeping these very charming Redstarts is of two which
inhabitated one of my phntc:f:lﬁariﬁ for many years before the war, Although
1 could not supply them with a rushing mountain torrent, they always scemed
very happy mIlivcd for years in r:r ect condition.

Seeing that they come from the snow-capped Himalayas 1 always had a
desire to rename these birds as Snow-capped Redstarts since their caps always
reminded me of g].isn:ni:ng new-fallen snow.

This dazzling white cap makes a very striking contrast to the sombre
colouring of the rest of the bird's plumage. Sometimes towards dusk of a
summer evening when visibility was none too good, I used to warch my two
darting about among the bushes in the aviary, catching flies, and all one could
sce of them was two brilliant white, apparently disembodied, blobs, the rest
of their plumage being mvisible in the rapidly failing lighe.

They never showed the slightest sign of aggressiveness to any of their
companions, large or small, 1\111 shared their aviary. However, since they
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never attempted to go to nest during all the years 1 had them, were
probably two cocks, always a very different proposition in a mixed collection
to a mated pair of birds in the breeding season.

My two proved extremely hardy, as was to be expected secing the altitudes
they I‘I::n:lucm1 and even in the depths of the coldest winter invariably ignored
the shelter, preferring to roost among the evergreens wing in the aviary.

Altogether they were among the most charming of the aviary's inhabitants,
and were no trouble to feed as they lived mainly upon a fine grade insectivorous
mixture with a small daily allowance of mealworms during E: winter months,
The mealworms were almost discontinued in summer when the birds were able
to capture for themselves so much in the way of natural live foods. Although
not really a fruit-eating species (though they may consume berries in a wild
state), I noticed that mine used sometimes to’eat a little ripe sweet apple which
had been pushed through the wire netting of the aviary.

Probably, White-capped Redstarts could be kept successfully in flight cages
of ample size, but under such conditions wau]is have to be given bathing
facilities in addition to a regular and varied assortment of live %ﬂl}d’!, I feel
sure that if mealworms alone were supplied, these birds would sooner or later
develop symproms of liver trouble. Gentles could be given, these being in
many ways a better form of live food than mealworms, as birds seem able to
consume quite large quantities of them withour ill effect.

Mt' te-crest 2(! jﬂg-férﬂ 54

(Garrulax leucolophus)

LTHOUGH these birds have been named Jay-thrushes, there is much
more of the Jay than the Thrush about them., The male has the back,
wings, and tail dark brown, the belly being rather paler and of a warmer
more cinnamon tint. The head and breast are pure white, the eye being in
the middle of a broad black streak running across the side of the head from
the base of the beak. The head is adorned with a fine white crest, usually
carried erect, but which can be depressed at will.  In size they are rather smaller
than the British Jay.

The sexes are much alike although the male is, if anything, slightly the
larger bird. Moreover, his head and breast are of a purer white which extends
further, almost to the legs. They inhabit India, Ecin common along the
Himalayas eastwards from Garhwal, and are known in S‘mi.r native country as
White-crested Laughing Thrushes. This is a rather unsuitable name, | think,
as they are such very obvious Jays and their weird and varied assortment of
cries do not include anything that much resembles laughter.

These birds are said to favour the deeper more densely-forested ravines,
seldom wandering far from their chosen habitat where they live in large parties

-
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A handsome bird, the Australian Crested Bronze-winged Pigeon i3 only seen at its best
inalarge aviary. This species is aggressive towards its own kind

The Black-headed Oriole is an Indian relative of the European species. It is attractive in a
planted aviary. providing a wonderful flash of yellow as it flies



e

WHITE=CRESTED JAY-THRUSH |

[ ¥]

which, when alarmed, utter an extraordinary medley of loud !'l.,'l[tir”'hr\
squealings, hissings and screamings.  They make attractive aviary birds owing
to their showy appearance and varied vocabulary, as well as their intelligence
and p;rptnml dn'ﬂ.muu: indeed 1 can think of few birds that are more enter-
taining to watch,

E!ll.,'. llk'l]l]l\' !'IT\'ll_'lLlﬁ |:T'- j_’|t| ljlt!L |‘||’].1\ IT\'[ll. |11T\]1 (8] P{_[l]] .ﬂ’t] aave t|'||_
same lnlm' it L]ldmu Hn.,!u as our native Jay, whose cunning and intelligence

b} "
L*« . r‘
A striking and handsome bird, the White-crested Jay-thrush is a perfect avian clown

ti'll..,"":t.' .1.!"\'." \|1.|r'.' a5 \\t'll il |'|!'1- ‘-ﬂ.ltLFl—-:iF:.\_"\. Llll.ll'lt'll."\. |"'II.||'!|-' \ETII.!I!_'I.'E oar !ii.ir.llltlL'l'
on the premises is grected by a discordant medley of angry chattering cries
which can be heard for some distance.

White-crested Jay-thrushes are perfectly hardy and can be either caged
(the cage being not less than four feet long), given an aviary o themselves, or
krpl: with other strong Jav like birds. The ¥ must never be associated, how-
ever, with weaker species, which they would certainly bully and probably kill,

rl]L L}‘L\‘. cove fI!I!l_h tl."| ThL' Hl.'lllf {lj ll'll.' ‘..l.l_L'R" 15 thl'll;"l' COArse \,,I\'-I.{l]\‘ ur
granulated peatmoss.  Newspapers are useless as they take the greatest delight
m tearing them to picces, and—typically Jay ]kq.—h!dmL the bits in any
crevice they can find in their cage.  They should be allowed frequent baths.

I cannot recall any breeding successes with this species, but they would
require a fair sized aviary to themselves.  As a nesting site they would probably
l’-l'\.!"“’ d l‘ll"ldl{ |'lr W lLL_\ 111‘ l]]LhL"\ ILd |]!LL! lli"' I.III-.!{.'r COVET 1IN I|'|1. Hlkl'll
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As its name indicates, the White-throated Jay-thrush Is something between

& Thrush and a Jay. It is dangerous to keep it with weaker companions

They should be fed on a coarse-grade insectivorous mixture and are very
fond of fruit. Live food of some sort is essential to their well-being and can
best be 5L1|.‘]."|.ii.'1.] in the form of about a dozen mealworms per ird per E{G‘_-" or
some cleaned gentles, with the addition of oceasional scraps of raw meat,
mice, sparrows, etc.

The greatest treat you can give them is a nest of young mice sall in the
naked pink stage. When young ones were being reared, these extras would
have to be provided three or four times a day and gradually
as the brood matured.

The Warre-riroATED JA¥-THRUSH (G. albi
White-crested, and is occasionally imported.
China and is brown with a white throat and

increased in quantity

gularis) is closely related to the
It inhabits the Himalayas and
black circles round the eyes.

M’/ﬂuv-ufﬁlgﬁ'{ Stgur jj:rd‘

(Cyanerpes cyvaneus)

HE Sugar Birds are a small genus of birds consisting of two groups, namely,
Cuwreba and Cyanerpes, which are all shaped much like Sunbirds, though
their beaks are neither quite 5o long nor quite so curved, and they require the
same feeding and general treatment in confinement. The Yellow-winged
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Sugar Bird (of the Cyanerpes group) is not only the most freely imported, but
also, to my mind, the loveliest member of its family.

The male has the tail, wings, mantle, and round the eyes, velvety black,
the flight feathers being bright daffodil yellow on the inner webs,  The crown
of the head is a shining emerald green, and the bird has a habit of raising these
feathers into a sort of small crest when pleased or excited. The remainder of
the plumage is a wonderfully rich Royal blue, the whole being set off by pillar-
box red legs and feet.  The long, pointed and slightly curved beak is black.

These Sugar Birds go into eclipse plumage for part of the year and at this
time the males resemble the females, being dark green above, with whitish
cycbrows, while the belly is a paler green striped with brownish-grey. They
inhabit Guiana and are found in forest country in large Hocks which frequent
the lower trees of the forest. It 15 said that t'[w}' ii‘cﬁ mainly on berries, and
a flock of these gorgeous little birds must be a truly wonderful sight,

We have had numbers of these birds at various times at Keston, but 1
remember most clearly the one I had many years ago. [ fell in love with its
beauty when [ was still a :.:'!1:141'—&::!.', and 1|1m]1_:|1 1 hesitated because Fu;ulw]c
told me it would be " so messy to feed ™' 1 finally succumbed and bought it.
Then there was the question of where to keep it.  Finally 1 bought a roomy
flight cage about 2 feet 6 inches |:1|1g, and in this it lived in the dlning roO0m
of my old home.

Fortunately it did not prove the least bit messy to feed. It was, however,
just as well its bath was of the kind enclosed on three sides and hanging against
the open door, for had this not been so the water would have been splashed far
and wide, as I have seldom known a more frequent and energetic bather,

Onec thing of the utmost importance to remember with Sugar Birds is
that they must have natural twiggy branches to sit on. I would go so far as 1o
say that if they are provided with only hard artificial perches, it actually tends
to shorten their lives. At any rate there can be no doubt whatever of the
remarkably rejuvenating effect it has on a bird that has been confined to hard
artificial ones if it is pl':wialrd instead with resilient Lwigg}' natural p;'rL']’:cﬁ.,

The proper way to perch a Sugar Bird's cage is to provide a fairly thin perch
at each end (about halt the thickness of a Canary's), and fasten a small twiggy
branch to the back where it will not get in the way when the bird flies the length
of its cage.

Somctimes | used to let out my bird for a fly round the room, but as it did
not care for even the smallest mealworms there was no way of getting it to go
back at any time one wanted. It was necessary therefore to wait for it to feel
hungry and return to its food.

Sugar Birds are very easy to feed, their staple diet being a nectar mixture
made of Mellin's food, Nestle's milk, and hnm_':.', into which may be El[ﬂ]_'\l;ﬂ:d a
small picce of stale spongecake. Some are more fond of fruit than others, but
L!]L":ﬁ" can |.'N: f]ﬁ‘l‘f{'ﬂi -'l.]l}' sweet fﬂ.‘fll‘t I.l"ult !nl“,]l L FH;';Ir. __L!"r;l.FN:, l!rﬂT]E(‘. bﬂ['lﬂl'lﬂ or
sweet apples of the softer kinds.  The last should be cut in a very thin slice and

ushed through the bars of the cage. They like their slice of orange with a
EII:I:: castor sugar sprinkled on it.

The nature of their food means that they have very |i:qLLid L{ruppihgs, and

the most suitable coverings for the tray of the cage are newspaper or, better
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still, blotting paper.  Whichever is used must be changed every day. They
will also make their perches extremely sticky with the nectar they w ipe off
their beaks on to them, and these must be either renewed or washed in warm
water at least once a formight, or preferably once a week.  'While 1 do not want
to make Sugar Birds sound a great deal of trouble to look after, the frequent
washing of !wrl:!h.‘:., and the need to mix their food fresh every morning
should be stressed.  Those who are not prepared to do these things should not
kL'up nectar-feeders.

The actual daily attention a caged specimen needs consists merely of
changing the piece of paper on the floor of its cage, mixing it fresh nectar (and
incidentally washing the remains of the old out of the pot before adding the
new), and giving it a piece of fruit if it has finished the previous day's supply.
Sugar Birds have disunct individual preferences with regard to fruit, and my
cock Yellow-winged much preferred very ripe banana to anything elsc.

Indeed, he really lived entirely upon nectar with a morsel ot spongecake
in it and banana. His longevity ;ml.r:l.]wm_.'s perfect condition proved this wo
be a complete diet for him, as he lived to the ripe old age of fiftecn years.

Yellow-winged Sugar Birds utter cheerful squeaky chirpings, but nothing
that could really be called a song. 1 have never tried keeping several males
together, but should imagine that the strongest would starve the others by
driving them away from the food. However, provided there were no hens
present, 1 doubt if they would actually fight badly.

Mirs. Drake of Mylor, Comnwall, is, as far as 1 know, the only person who has
bred this Sugar Bird in confinement in England, and she achieved this remark-

able feat twice about fifteen years ago. She records that they built a nest in

The Yellow - winged
Sugar Bird is the most
freely imported and at
the same time the most
beautiful of a wruly
gorgeous family. It is
a nectar feeder, and if

roperly cared for will
n'ﬂ: for years in a
roomy flight cage
indoors. Has been bred
inanaviary in Cornwall
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a box in their shelter. The young were reared on fruit, insectivorous food,
milk sop, and smiall flics the parents caught in the aviary, and small mealworms.
They were grey-green, their beaks being smaller than those of the parents
and not curved. The cock is best removed as soon as the brood hatches, as he
15 a hindrance rather than a |':r.'|p. doing none of the rearing himself, but merely
trying to incite the hen to forget her brood and go to nest again,

yufu'nad

(Yuhina and Ixulus)

UHINAS are of three species, Yuhina pularis, Ixulus flavicollis and Yuhina

nigrimentum, and 1 propose to deal with the last which 1s perhaps the
most often to be had though none are at all freely imported.  The common
names of these species are:  Stripe-throated Yuhina, Yellow-collared Ixulus,
and Black-chinned Yuhina.

Yuhina nigrimentum from Eastern Himalaya is mainly grey, paler on the
under parts which are tinged with buff, and darker on the upper parts which
have a brownish-olive tinge. There is some white on the throat, a tinge of
orange at the base of the Eanr mandible, while the chin and well-developed
erectile crest are black, the feathers of the latter being narrowly edged with grey.

It is a small bird, about the size of a Zebra Finch, with a long thin pointed
beak. I know of no difference in the plumage of the sexes, and aﬁ three
species more or less resemble cach other.

Yuhinas are certainly not to be recommended to those who chiefly desire
bright colours in foreign birds, but their colour scheme has a quiet charm
of 1s own and the crest is an attractive feature. They make up for their
lack of bright colours by being just as acrobatic and vivacious as Pekin Robins,
and a pair have also the latter's attractive habit of sitting close together on a
perch preening each other's plumage.

They are not at all aggressive and can be kept with other Softbills and
Finches of about the same size, provided none of these are of a bullying dis-
position. During the summer and early autumn months they do well in an
aviary, particularly a planted one, but require some artificial heat in winter.
Nigrimentum has nested in confinement, but the parents failed to rear their
brood. To do this they probably need a supply of very small insects as even
small mealworms seem too large for them.

They should be fed on nectar food, as for Sugar Birds, plus a fine-grade
insectivorous mixture and any ripe soft fruits. As tt-bits they appreciate
grmnﬂg’ and are particularly fond of the small live ant pupa that one comes
across from time to time.  If given the chance, most Yuhinas will live entirel
on the nectar food and ignore the insectivorous mixture, However, they wiﬂ
greatly benefit if they are sometimes made to cat the insectivorous mixture by
withholding the nectar food abour twice a week.
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(Zosteropidae)

ZDSTERDPS. or Whitc-eyes as they are commonly called, are a very
large family of small hi.r‘Is numbering about a hundred known species,
all of them much alike. They have an enormous range, being spread over
Africa, Southern Asia, Australia, Tasmania, and New Zealand, and one of them,
the Red-flanked White-eye (Z. erpthroplenra), breeds as far north as Siberia,
migrating southwards to the tropics in winter. Of such a large family 1
propose to describe only the four best-known species:

The Inpian Warte-eve (Z. palpebrosa) is olive-green above and pale yellow
below, being brightest on the throat, while the fanks are grey. It has the
characteristic circle of small white feathers round the eye. Like all the
Zosterops, it is a small bird and is rather the shape of a warbler with a slender
puinu:dpbuk of medium length. It has been bred and is the best-known species
in captivity. It inhabits Indian and Indo-China,

e CHinest WHITE-EYE (Z. simplex), found in Indo-China, is rather larger
than the fi ing and has less yellow in the plumage. The two species are
apt to be confuse

The Care Wirre-£Ye (2, capensis) resembles simplex but is rather larger. It
is olive-green above and pale grey below with some brown on the flanks.
The forehead, face, and throat are yellow. It inhabits Africa.

The Grev-packen Wurre-gve (Z. lateralis) has the neck, breast and upper
part of the back light grey, and the sides buft with a reddish tinge, while the
abdomen is greyish-white. It has quite often been imported and has been bred,
notably by Mrs. Drake of Mylor, Cornwall, who achieved such outstanding
success with, among others, Sugar Birds and the notoriowsly difficult Violet-
eared Waxbill.

The Tasmanian form (fasmanica) and the New Zealand one (investigator)
are slightly darker.

The latter is certainly well-named as it evidently decided to investigate
New Zealand and first appeared there well within living memory. It was soon
spotted by the Maoris who very appropriately named it * Tauhou,” the
English equivalent of which is * Stranger.”

It is extraordinary to think of such a hazardous enterprise being undertaken
by such tiny birds. To reach New Zealand from the Australian mainland, or
even from Tasmania, they had to fly not far short of a thousand miles across
the turbulent Tasman Sea.  Yet, not only did they manage this, but they also
arrived in sufficient numbers to colonize successfully the Eldorado they had
st forth to investigate, a feat which makes many of our much-vaunted human
achievements seem puny by comparison.

My experience of kecping Zosterops is of a couple of Indian White—cyes
I had for part of one summer in a large planted aviary with various other small
birds which they did not molest. Whether they were a pair or not 1 don't
know, as few birds are more difficult to sex. Nevertheless, despite their lack
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of bright colours, they were very attractve aviary inhabitants, tirelessly
searching the undersides of leaves for small insects when they were not taking
a bath which seemed to be their favourite occupation.

I cannot say whether the Indian kind are hardy, as I parted with them in the
autumn, but of the New Zealand variety Mr. F. W, '!'J}'lnl' wrote in ** The
Foreigner ' (October, 1935):—" Beyond question the New Zealand Zosterop
is a hardy litdde chap and can safely be kept in our npcn aviarics and provided
the -.LlrrUL:rJL{Jtu_‘\ are reasonably g rood he will breed.

Zosterops have sometimes Ewun recommended as I..i!_[l:' birds, but L]Ju}' are
such active little ercatures that it they are caged it is most important that the

cage should be as large as possible. The v are most nearly allied to the Flower

Peckers (Dicwide) and the Sunbirds ["krlt.murj.f.:'ll and their food should be the
same as | have recommended for the latter, phl.'- a fine- gl'.'l'-lc‘. INSECHVOTous
food. They will sometimes take very small mealworms.
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(Claravis pretiosa)

V.E.RY small and compact, with a short, square tail, the Ashy Dove is not
often imported; nor does it appear to be at all common in the wild state,
The male is blue-grey, paler on the underparts and with a whitish forehead
and throat. The wings are spotted and faintly barred with black, and the tail
is tip with black.

The female is biscuit-brown above and pale fawn below and the spots on
the wings are dark cinnamon-brown. As in the cock, the colour is lightest
on the forchead and throat.

Distribution: MNew Guinea and neighbouring islands, North Queensland.

Although these are pretty little doves, I have ﬂ%und that in confinement—both
in large and in small aviaries—their stupid wildness is a great disadvantage.
Many birds are wild to begin with and then settle down once they are accus-
tomed to their surroundings, but my pair of Ashy Doves are just as wild and
panicky after three years as they were when they first arrived; they even manage
to upset and spread their sense of panic among sensible steady birds that are
put in with them. 1 have never thought doves particularly imt:!lg?cut, and
these strike me as being even less so than most. It has been recorded of them
in a wild state that * when disturbed, they skulk in the Ems; until a person is
close to them, then rise sur]dn:nlcr with a swift zigzag flight ",

The Ashy Dove is quite hardy in captivity in this country and feeds mainly
on brown and white millet,

{.‘D)arfﬂrfﬂl g&etling-i{mrf pl'gean

(Gallicolumba crinigera)

I HAVE always regretted that the only pair of these rare and beaudful
Pigeons which have ever come into my possession did so at a time when
we were busily building up our stock of rare Parrakeets. Although I kept
them long enough to brmdpthcrn. I shortly afterwards had to part with these
birds as their aviary was needed for Parrakeets.

Bartlett's Bleeding-heart inhabits the Philippine Islands, the best-known
race coming apparently from Mindanao, and only a few odd pairs here and
there brought over by private collectors were ever imported into Europe.
The well-known collector Mr. W. Goodfellow speaks of LE:m as rare and local
in their own country, preferring dry wooded areas of land round the coast.

They do, of course, perch—at any rate in an aviary—but their habit, as is
indicated by their powerful feet and f::mg legs, is almost exclusively terrestrial.

EE k) .
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I can well believe what I have read of them in a wild state, namely, that when
Aushed they will merely fly low for a few yards before alighting and running
rapidly away among the undergrowth.

Bartlett’s Bleeding-heart is a most striking and handsome-looking bird
both as to shape and colour. On the rare occasion when one catches a glimpse
of it sunning nself, it quite vies with some of the Glossy Starlings in the lntlaﬁ;:
lustre of parts of its plumage.

The ]l;md. mantle, back and sides of the neck are shining metallic grass
green, and the rest of the upper parts a rich mah ~brown.  The lesser
wing-coverts are grey shot with ronze-green, whi lic greater and median
wing-coverts are tipped with grey which forms a band across the wing, All
the smaller feathers are bmdmf with wonderful opalescent colours which
Eltl:-w now pink, now purple, now green. The underparts are buff, the crop

ing adorned with a large crimson-maroon patch which comes at the base
of the pure white chin and throat. A beautiful and unusual feature is the lovely
lilac-coloured iris of the eye.

Females apparently vary a good deal as to the brightness or otherwise of
their colouring, but the hen of my pair was quite perceptibly smaller than her
mate and all her colours were rather duller and less extensive and clear-cut,

It is, of course, from the characteristic red throat patch on the white back-
%mund that the bird derives its rather unattractive name. However, the bloody
illusion must have been strong with those who saw it for the first time, for
even the French have dubbed this pigeon * poignardé ™ meaning, 1 suppose,
stabbed with a sword,

The male of my pair of Bartlett’s Bleeding-hearts had a rather deep and
rumbling coo, and part of his nuptial display was very unlike that of an
ordinary Dove or Pigeon. It consisted of suddenly facing the hen with his
wings spread sideways and slightly forwards, rather like 2 Sun Bittern.

I gave the pair what | thought would be a suitable nest in the form of a
wooden frame with wire netting nailed on the bottom, and fixed against the
wall of the shelter about two feet from the floor. On this I started a nest of
twigs and coarse grasses for them. This they condescended to inspect, but
seemed more impressed with the nesting material than the nest, as they removed
the former and placed it among the corn in their food pot.

I decided, therefore, to feed them in a different place and substituted a fairl
large earthenware flower-pot saucer for their original food pot. They t:ml'
to this at once, making a nest consisting of a few twigs and rootlets.

As far as 1 can remember only one cream-coloured egg was laid, and this
was of a curious shape for a Pigeon. It was extremely pointed at one end,
more like the eggs of certain gulls and seabirds.

The duly hatched, and I can recall our consternation when the nest
was found to be empty after about ten days or so.  We need not have worried
ourselves, however, as the squabs of terrestrial Pigeons become in-
dependent almost as soon as the young of gallinaceous birds, and leave the nest
as soon as the quills of their flight feathers start to sprout.

The young one, looking very small but not in the least helpless, was even-
tually discovered squatting beside its parents on a low-placed perch in the
shelter, It developed into a very nice young bird indeed, and 1 have little
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doubt that given sufficient aviary accommodation one could slowly but surely
breed up quite a large stock of these beautiful Ground Pigeons.

Even it we had had the faclices for doing this, however, there would suill
have been the problem of disposing of the young ones.  In our experience, for
some reason aviculturists ‘will not buy exotic Doves or Pigeons, with the ex-
ception of Diamond Doves, which appeal owing to their extreme smallness
and the fact that they can be kept safely with even the tiniest Waxbills.
Altogether I consider them a very neglected family.

I fed my pair of Bartlett’s Bleeding-hearts on a nuxture of comn and seed,
and they also ate spinach beet and a linle apple. One of them, the cock 1
think, would occasionally eat a few mealworms. 1 cannot remember ever
trying them with strips of raw meat, which is said to have an excellent tonic
effect upon any that go at all off-colour during importation. My pair lived
mainly on a mixture of wheat, dari, groats, hemp, millet, and canary.

As they spend so much of their time on the ground I had an entrance hole
cut in the door of the shelter at ground level, such as one would have for
bantams, and it was this rather than the higher one that they chiefly used.

f.i‘,?ﬁ: e-headed /gl'ym-n

(Starnoenas cyanocephala)

HIS is really a Ground Pigeon (or Dove)—at any rate it seldom perches

and spends almost its entire tme on the ground. It 15 dark chocolate
brown, the crown of the head hq:il'lg cobalt blue bordered b!_.r a black line which
passes through the eye. There is a broad white band which passes from the
chin below the eve to the back of the head. A large black patch on the throat
is bordered at the lower edge by a semicircular white stripe and tipped with blue
at the sides. The crop arca has a delicate mauve sheen upon it.  The bird is
rather stockily built with a shortish tail, and the female is slightly smaller and
slimmer than her mate.

stribution: Cuba.

I have always admired this bird's beautiful and unusual colour scheme, and
not long ago we had a pair at Keston for a otme.  They are, however, seldom
imported, and their numbers in a wild state would seem to be dwindling,
for in ** Aviculture ™ Vol. 3, we read: * With the cutting of the forests n
Cuba and planting of sugar-cane their natural habitat there is being gradually
eliminated and the birds are becoming more scarce each YRR i s

They make attractive aviary birds, but their feet are apt to become frose-
bitten in severe weather, so :‘}';u}' require some artificial heat in the shelter
during the winter months.

Tﬁt.' Blue-headed Pigeon eats mamly seeds and gran, but 1s also partial
to gentles, a few of ‘Whlﬂ'%l may be given from ume to ome, the quantity being
increased if at any time there are young in the nest.

.



tgraun-wingec[ Fi’gm
(Phaps chalcoptera)

HIS fine bird is to my mind one of the most beautiful members of the
Pigeon family and a highly desirable aviary bird, but a spacious planted
enclosure is best, as it looks cramped and quite out of place in a small aviary.

The name * Bronze-winged " gives little idea of :I?: bird's appearance, for
the so-called bronze patches on the wings fairly blaze when the sun catches
them, and as there are other patches of glittering sapphire bluc and emerald
green in the same area, * Jewel-winged ” would perhaps be nearer the mark.

The male has the front half of the head and the forehead buffish-orange, the
crown and nape being grevish-brown. There is a creamy-white line below
the eye which broadens out as it extends across the ear-coverts. Below this
the side of the head is greyish-mauve, and the throat is white. The mantle
and rest of the upper surface are brown with paler borders to the feathers.
The breast is vinous merging into grey on the abdomen. The upper wing-
coverts have large patches of fiery orange-copper and i]m-enng emerald, and
the inner secondaries have patches of shining sapphire blue.

In the female the head markings are rather less extensive and whitish
instead of buffish-orange; and the highly metallic wing patches are mainly
emerald green, although a few of them are fiery orange-copper as in the male.

Distribution: Australia generally and Tasmania.

The Bronze-winged is quite a large stoutly built pigeon with a compara-
tively short wedge-shaped tail, and spends a good deal of its dme on the ground.
It has only one unattractive feature and that is its coo, which is on one note
resembling a distant fog-horn, and is the most nmlan:hul}r sound imaginable.

We have bred these pigeons at Keston, a pair having reared five young
ones during the past (1961) scason. They are perfectly hardy and can be kept
all the year rm:lmsl in an outdoor aviary with sufficient overhead and side protec-
tion to enable them to get out of the wind and rain.

They should be fed on the usual pigeon com mixture with some white
millet added and they are very parcizlmtn tles which are undoubtedly an
excellent addition to their diet, especially during the breeding season.

gmd‘ gm:e-winged' ﬁgm
(Phaps elegans)

TI—I!S fine pigeon is about the same size as the Common Bronze-wing, but
is perhaps rather more thickset in build. The upper surface and wings
are greyish olive-brown, the back of the neck and mantle being chestnut, and
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there are two fiery bands of emerald green and purple across the wings. The
back part of the crown is grey and the front part and forehead ochre with an
orange tinge. A chestmut band runs from the corner of the eve to the nape,
and the under surface is grey. The female is duller than the male and lacks
the orange-ochre colour on the forchead.

Distribution: Southern Australia and Tasmania.

In a wild state this pigeon is said to inhabit scrub and heath lands in coastal
districts, and when disturbed takes wing, but seldom perches, usually flying
low for some distance before again alighting on the ground.  This is borne out
by its behaviour in capavity, as it seldom leaves the ground. It has the great
advantage of being quite steady, not panicky as are some doves and pigeons.

The male’s courting display 15 a sigﬁt of great beauty as he raises and spreads
his tail and partly lowers his wings, thus bringing into prominence their
shining metallic bands of iridescent green and purple.

I have kept these handsome pigeons, but, if I remember rightly, had to
part with them through lack of aviary space. Their general requirements in
captivity are the same as those of the Common Bronze-wing.

Cape: -Disie

(Oena capensis)

HIS little bird is also known as the Namagqua or Masked Dove and the
Harlequin Dove. It is one of the s.m.-nﬁcst members of the Pigeon
family, being no bigger than a Diamond Dove, though it appears larger,
owing to its very long pointed tail. It is found mainly in South Africa, bein
partial to the vicinity of human habitations and cattle krals, spending mucﬁ
of 1ts time running about on the ground in search of the grains on which it feeds.

The male has brownish-grey upper parts, silvery-grey on the head, neck,
mantle, and wing—coverts, the last being adorned with a few steel blue patches.
The lower back is buff, barred by a whitish band between two darker ones.
The wings are a beautiful chestnut-brown, very striking when the bird is in
Hight anj giving it a rather butterfly-like appearance. The front of the head
and the throat are black, contrasting with the white of the breast and abdomen.
The bill is slightly hooked, purplish at the base, and yellow at the tp.

The female is generally duller and lacks the black on the head and throat.
Her beak is shorter and straighter and without any yellow, being of a darkish
horn colour.

They have quite often been bred, but the young are rather inclined to jump
out of the nest at too early a stage. For this reason it is an advantage if]'d'lr:!.r
can be induced to wse an artificial nesting site rather than constructing the
usual Aimsy Dove nest in a bush.  They can be given a small platform made
of a square of inch by inch batten with half-inch mesh wire netting stapled on
the underside, nailed high up under overhead cover.
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This usually proves attractive to these Doves, but if they ignore it and insist
upon nesting in a bush it is a good plan to fix up at the chosen site a round piece
nF half inch mesh netting shaped into the semblance of a fairly deep saucer
and fixed in posidon with small pieces of binding wire. A wa twigs and
grass stalks should be placed on it, just to give them the idea, and if they take
to it—as they usually will—there is a much better chance of the squabs remain-
ing in the nest until the proper fledging tme.

Cape Doves have the reputation of being somewhat dull and lethargic in
captivity, and 1 have certainly found this to be the case if they are tin a cage
or small aviary. In a fair-sized planted aviary, however, I found that they
livened up a good deal, sometimes descending to run about on the ground.
Even so, I thmk they must be classed among the least sprightly and active
members of the family. This is a pity, as their appearance 15 attractive, and
they have the advantage of being quite harmless to even the smallest com-

ions, provided, of course, that t are not other members of the Dove

amily. Their feeding and general management should be the same as 1 have
recommended for Diamond Doves.

C;Ain ede nréfamJ $m

(Streptopelia chinensis)

IN its quiet way this is a very beautiful litle Dove, in shape like a Turtle
Dove but rather smaller. It is also known as the Spotted Dove.

The main body-colour is rather the delicate pinkish-grey of the gills of a
freshly-gathered mushroom, greyest at the lower edges nf‘,: the wing. The
feathers of the mantle and wing-coverts arc slate-grey spotted with buff and
streaked with black. There s a wide and striking i:lf-cnll:lr consisting of
small black and white feathers on the back and sides of the neck and it is from
this that the bird takes its name. The il feathers are very dark slate-grey
tipped with white.

The sexes are very much alike, but the female is rh:Ps slightly the smaller
bird of the two, and her black and white * necklace ™ is narrower. They
inhabit India, China and Ceylon.

At the time of writing | have a pair which are incubating eggs in the
wooden shelter of a very large aviary containing a pond, wEilc a pair of
Crested Bronze-winged Pigeons have a nest in a hawthorn tree in the en-
closure. There 1s a certain amount of scrapping when they meet, but this is
seldom as the dimensions of the aviary are roughly 70 feet long by 25 feet
wide by 12 feet high.

In such an enclosure it is very fascinating to be able vo watch the Hight
charactenistics of the various birds it contains, which is not possible in a small
aviary. Necklaced Doves have exactly the swift direct flight of Turtle Doves,
and make full use of the great size of their aviary. When courting his hen,



C

The Cape Dove is one of the smallest members of the Pigeon family. It is

best kept in a planted aviary of fair size.

Found mainly in South Africa
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the cock bows low, while with up-standing spread tail he utters quite a loud
“kerr-oo . . . ker-oo . . . ker-00.”

Their nest consists of a few twigs and rootlets which they have placed on a
platform of half inch mesh wire netting stapled on the underside of a square of
nch by inch batten and nailed to the wall. A few twigs had already been
placed there. To these added a few more, and like the nests of most
Doves it is a rudimentary affair, hardly worthy of the name.

Necklaced Doves are very ar:cf?zl and charming aviary inhabitants, and
quite hardy.  They should be fed on a geain mixture of wheat, groats and dari
with a little hemp and white millet.

Cm.-ife(/ ﬁm:ewﬁngal P igeon

(Ocyphaps lophotes)

A FINE handsome bird, this Pigeon is not very often imported. It is
grey, rather sandy, on the back and wings, while the crop area has a
faintly pinkish tinge. The wings and mantle are barred with narrow black
lines. The up-standing pointed crest is dark slate-grey merging into black
at the tip. The greater wing coverts and secondaries are, respectively,
brilliantly metallic green and purple, bordered in cach case with white, These
areas come into extra prominence as the cock coos to his hen, bowing low with
slightly spread wings and fanned out tail. This is a most beautiful sight as the
green and purple markings glitter in the sun. There is little difference in the
sexcs except that the hen is perhaps a trifle smaller.

Their iI)'mlzitai: is Australia, and they are said to be found always in the
vicinity of water, congregating in large flocks to drink at morning and evening.
At the time of writing 1 have a pair in a very large aviary containing a pond
and they have made their nest in a hawthom, or perhaps it would be more
accurate to say that it has been made for them.

Most Doves and Pigeons certainly are not clever nest builders and often
choose the most unsuitable sites, this pair being no exception. They were
provided with the usual wire-bottomed platform which suits most Doves,
nailed high up to one of the uprights of the aviary. They persistently ignored
this, however, s ding many laborious hours carr ing twigs into a hazel
tree, most of which dropped to the ground immediately. How long they
would have gone on doing this | don’t know, but we finally fixed a sort of
wire netting saucer in the place they had chosen and put a few twigs and
rootlets in it.  This scemed to please them and after themselves adding a few
more twigs they adopted it as their nesting site and hatched and reared two
young ones.  We have also bred them at liberty at Keston.

Their flight in a large aviary is direct and powerful; ending in a glide. On
alighting the bird has a quaint way of pointing its tail skywards. At one time
a number of these fine birds were liberated at Woburn, where they soon
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became established and bred freely. They died out, however, during the first
World War,

These Doves are extremely combative among themselves and it is quite
impossible to keep two pairs together, even in an aviary and out of the breeding
season. They are perfectly hardy, and should be fed on a comn mixture con-
taining wheat, groats, dar and a;iu.‘h: hemp and millet.

:;bl. am ﬂﬂfi 3@3

(Geopelia cuneata)

LTHOUGH its actual body (excluding the long tail) is only about the
size of an ordinary Starling, this is nevertheless a true member of the
Pigeon family and has all the appeal of anything in miniature. The male is
grey, darker on the wings and darkest on the tail, and almost white round the
vent. The wings are thickly sprinkled with minute white spots from which the
bird gets its name, although actually they are much more like seed pearls than
diamonds. The legs are red. The eyes are surrounded by an area of bare
red skin the colour of which becomes markedly more vivid when the bird is
in breeding condition.

Females vary, some being very like males and others having the back and
wings much more brown than grey and with rather fewer spots on the wing.
This variation makes them sometimes difficult birds to sex. Newly-fledged
young ones are of a darker greyish-brown with only a suggestion uf}' spotting
on the wings.

Diamond Doves inhabit most of Australia, with the exception of the
coastal arcas of the South—eastern portion of the Continent, and they prefer the
neighbourhood of water,
~ Doves are inappropriately known as " the Emblems of Peace " so it is
perhaps hardly surprising to find that Diamond Doves, like other members
of the tribe, fight savagely if one attempts to keep several breeding é:air.x
together. They have, however, the great advantage of being perfectly
harmless to even the smallest Waxbill and so are perfect birds for a mixed
collection, provided it does not include large birds that would bully them.

They have a pretty display which usually takes place on the ground. It
consists of the cock followmg his hen about, cooing and periodically bowing
low to the ground, and at the same time raising and fanning out his handsome
tail with its bands of black, white and grey.

Their note has been described as mournful, but that description has never
entirely satisfied me, and it was a friend with his genius for hitting u
exactly the right adjective who found the word I had been searching for when
he recently said to me as we passed the Diamond Doves’ aviaries: " What a
resigned coo Diamond Doves have ™!

These Doves can be kept in either a flight cage or an aviary, but if it is
intended to breed them a small aviary to each pair is really preferable, because
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if they are kept in a mixed collection, other birds—particularly Zebra Finches—
are inclined to pull their frail nest to picces and annex the nesting material
for their own use.

A good nesting platform for Diamond Doves can be made with a wooden
g'lllhftlidl.‘F}’ I‘iji'ﬁl? :I|:||.+ I‘llg cCanvas, A'II fn]h[l‘]d{']’}' hl:ll."lp fl"l'l:'ﬁiﬂ[i {'ﬁf Wi
wooden rings, one slightly smaller than the other. A round piece of rug

-

Wery prettily marked and a free breeder, the Chinese Meckliced Dove s
one of the smaller members of the family, being roughly about the size
of the well known Turtle Dove. Mot quarrelsome except with other Doves

canvas shghtly larger than the bigger ring is placed upon it and then the
smaller ring is pushed into place to flﬁld the canvas. The larger ring should be
about 6 inches in diameter. Alternatively they may be provided with a
square frame of wood with }-inch mesh wire netting nailed 1o the underside.
But whatever contrivance they are given it should be nailed fairly high up
under overhead cover in the Aight. They do not like an entirely wooden
plattorm.

For nesting material they should be provided with dry grass stalks, small
WIS and fine rootlets, and it is as well to p]an: a few twigs on the nestng
plattorm, just to give them the idea. At first they construct the flimsicst of



The Diamond Dowve, an attractive minfature species, is a good breeder and
harmless even to YWaxbills, but two pairs should not be kept together
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nests, but by the end of the breeding season it often becomes quite a bulky
affair, as they add to it after each br fledges.

The clutch consists of two small white eggs, and the incubation period
always seems remarkably short—1 should say about 15 days—so it is not
surprising that a good breeding pair will sometimes, as did a pair I once had,
Tear as many as 14 young ones in a single season.  Unfortunately, however,
really good breeding pairs are few and far between, and what ‘more often
happens is that they will hatch both eggs and rear the young ones successfully
until the elder of the two fledges, atter which they completely forget their
younger child, stll in the nest, and leave it to starve to death.

As newlv-fledged Diamond Doves always spend the first few days crouching
on the ground, 1 have, with such careless ts, found it a good plan to place
the younger of the squabs beside the elder one on the ground, tEc same day
as the larter leaves the nest, as there is then no excuse for the parents to imagine
they have an only child. It wsually works, and they contunue to feed both,
mstead of letting the younger one starve.  The parents feed the young on a
* milk ”" which they tzcmmlvcs secrete, 30 no extras of any kind are necessary
when they are rearing a brood.

Dianond Doves are simplicity itself to feed, requiring nothing bur white
miller, brown Indian millet, nnlg a litde maw seed. They should also be
given greenfood, including the young, tender leaves of spinach beet of which
they are particularly fond. They are perfectly hardy and only require an
unheated shelter into which they should be shut cach night in winter. Nesting
facilities should be given only during the summer months, as otherwise the
hens are liable to become egg-bound.

jnc[ian gmm ~win ga{ :-bow

(Chalcophaps indica indica)

HIS charming and colourful little Dove is, unfortunately, not very often
imported nowadays.  The male has a white forchead and eyebrow-streak,
merging into dark bluish slate on the crown and nape.  The back and wings
are emerald green, and the underparts are a rich vinous colour tinged with
chocolate. The lower back has two grey bands, the tail is darkish grey,
broadly tipped with black and the bill and legs are red. The length is 10 inches.
The female differs in having less white on the forehead, and the crown and
nape are brownish rather than bluish=slate.  Also the grey bands on the lower
back are less pronounced.

Distribution: India to Celebes; some Papuan Islands and New Guinea.

I think the first thing that strikes one about this beautiful lictle dove is that,
although it is a grain-eating specics, the very considerable area of green in its
plumage is much more reminiscent of the Fruit Pigeons. So this is the perfect
subject for anyone who wants a bird that is hudly less beautiful than the Fruit
Pigeons but does not require their rather complicated diet.
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Unlike grain eating Pigeons, those that feed on fruit are cften brightly
coloured with green predominating. The Lilac-crowned Fruit Pigeon, one of
the prettiest, has been bred in this country. They fight badly

It is sometimes called the Emerald Dove, and | cannot think of any other
gram-cating Dove or Pigeon with a large area of grecn in i |*]hll11-!|::L'.

Curiously enough there is also an Australian Green-winged Dove (Chaleo-
fiﬂr.q': chrysochlora), and both SPCCICs arce very alike.

My pair of Green-winged Doves, although apparently in perfect health
and condition, never made any attempt to go to nest and 1 would not call
them nearly such free breeders as many doves are.  Mr., Seth-Smith bred them
MAny years ago s also did the late Miss Alderson who .‘iFH't"i..lJlIt'LI in the Dove
family. The former described their eggs as definitely cream rather than
white, while the latter described them as * very dark in colour, almost buft ™.
U:il.l:i"}'. of course, the cggs of doves and pigeons are white.

Opmions seem to differ as to their hardiness or otherwise, but from what
I have read, and from my own t'x|1|.'l'iL'm'l.' with them, I should say that at any
rate some artificial heat is desirable for them in winter, if the temperature falls
below treezing point,

Green-winged Dowves spend much of their time on the gnll!'lh{ and in
the wild state they are birds of the forest.

They should be fed on the usual dove grain mixture to which some mullet
may be added, and they are abso partal to gentles which are not essental,
but may be given from time to time for added variety,
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~Lilac-crownec ruil igeon

(Ptilinopus corenulatus)

HAVE never really gone in for Fruit Pigeons but am including a short

account of this species, as it is the only one 1 have cver kept. The male
is golden-green, with some yellow in the wings and a violet spot in the centre
of the abdomen.  There is a wide band of dull orange across the breast, The
crown is of a beautiful rose pink rather than lilac, merging into purple on the
nape, and narrowly outlined with vellow. The female is similar, but her
colouring is slightly less bright.

It is a small species, inhabiting the Aru Islands and New Guinea, and is
one of the most beautiful and desirable of the Fruit Pigeons. They fight badly
and two pairs cannot be kept together.

I found my pair extremely susceptible to cold, and the hen died through
an accident, as :.I‘n- wWis brm!ghl in with a chill and was recovering, when the
heating in the hospital cage failed overnight.

The cock lived on sweetened maize and rice, boiled untl soft, sweetened
bread and milk, chopped-up sweet apple, and various soft fruits including
clderberries in scason. Sweet biscuits previously soaked in Nestlé's milk
can also be offered, and soaked currants can be given as well.

He was wintered in an aviary with a heated shelter and spent the summer
in a large planted outdoor aviary. He did quite well in the ll:ﬂ'tt.‘r, though he

The Plumed Ground Dove is a very attractive-looking bird, but it is very aggressive
J40
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always started to look unhappy if the weather turned at all cold.  Eventually,
when apparently in perfect health, he died suddenly of a fir,

Some years ago they were most successfully kept by Captain Stokes in
an aviary with a heated shelter, and he bred from them over a pcrin& of
several years. They nested in a box hung on a wall of the shelter, and he
found that only a single egg was laid. The young one left the nest when suill
quite small, and only about a fortnight old.

Tue Jamsu Frurr PiceoN (P, jambe) is one of the most beautiful as well
as the most frequently-imported of the Fruit Pigeons. It comes from Melanesia.

The male is of a rather dark green above, the underparts being yellowish-
white with a pink spot on the breast.  The head is carmine and there is white
at the sides of the neck. The female is green.

Its feeding and housing requirements are the same as | have recommended
for the Lilac-crowned.

Plivod Gosssdd  Dove

{ Lophophops plumifera)

THI.‘S very pretty little Ground Dove is nowadays seldom imported, The
general body colour is pale cinnamon brown, the neck, mantle, and wing-
coverts being barred with brown. The latter and the scapulars are grey at the
base and the forchead and ear-coverts are also grey.  Some of the inner second-
arics are shining metallic purpl.ish-bmnzc on their outer webs. The centre
of the crown and the long tapering crest feathers are light cinnamon brown
and the cheeks and throat are white. The chin, gorget, and a line above the
eye are black. There is a whitish band across the chest, and the abdomen is
white. The eye is surrounded by an area of bare red skin.

The female is similar but her colours are rather paler and duller and she is
shightly smaller than the male.

Distribution: MNorthern Australia and the centre of Southern Australia.

In a wild state these Doves are said to be tame and difficult to Aush from
the ground. They feed largely on the seeds of Spinifn:x and indeed are also
known as the Spinifex Pigeon. They like arid, stony, sandy country and are
fond of sunbathing on exposed rocks in the full glare of the sun.

I was sent two pairs of these birds, which were unfortunately sent together
in the same travelling box with the resule that one of the cocks killed the other,
and 1 &ﬂpustd of the widowed hen and just kept the pair.  Afterwards [ was
sorry | had done this because when they came into breeding condition the
cock attacked and murdered his wife. So that is as far as my all too brief
experience of keeping this species goes, which I regret, because they are beautiful
little doves.

Their ill-temper and agressiveness are, however, a disadvantage, and my
male, who was entirely fearless, was only too anxious to attack me, always
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running to and fro and doing an aggressive display whenever I or anyone else
approached his aviary.

They are almost exclusively ground birds so the height of their aviary is
of quite minor importance as :Ec}r seldom fly or pcrcﬁ. What they most
dislﬂ:: is damp; the dry, sandy soil of such places as Bournemouth would
probably suit them admirably, and such a locality would be best for breeding
them, particularly if there occurred a dry, hot, sunny summer,

The nest consists simply of a slight” depression or scrape on the ground
under some low-growing bush.

In captivity these Doves will live mainly on brown and white millet sceds

but like many doves and pigeons, they would probably eat gentles which
would be a useful addition to their dict when rearing young.

Ie::memn pigm

(Columba arguatrix)

LSO known as the Olive Pigeon, this is a large and very handsome bird,
but is not often imported. The head is vinous purple, with the crown

and nape silvery-grey; striking features are the yellow bill and the elliptical
area ufP;arc yellow skin surrounding the eye. e back, scapulars and upper
half of the breast are deep purplish-chocolate, the feathers being tipped with
white. The outer edge of the wings and also the rump, are grey. The tail
is blackish-brown and the legs and feet are yellow. The sexes are much alike.

Distribution: Ethiopia, eastern and southern Africa.

Although it will cat the usual com and seed pigeon mixture, and akso
gentles, this splendid bird is said, in the wild state, to be largely a fruit-cater.
Its partiality for wild olives gives it its alternative name of Olive Pigeon, which
is misleading, as one would naturally suppose that it referred to the bird's
colour rather than its dict; so [ think " Rameron " is preferable.  In addiion
to corn and seed mixture, it is advisable to feed a certain amount of fruit,

I have only once possessed a pair of these Pigeons; unfortunately one of
them succumbed to mycosis not long after their arrival.

,?ucfd’y Qum' f :-boue

(Oreopeleia montana)

HESE rather pretty lictle Doves were seldom im even before the
war owing to their scarcity, caused by the depredations of the mongoose
which was introduced into their native Island of Jamaica where the birds were
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formerly found in large numbers.  Since Doves are usually more remarkable
for beauty than intelligence, it must be confessed, it will readily be seen how
inevitably such a very terrestrial species as the Ruddy Quail Dove would fall
a victim to the wily and blood-thirsty mongoose.

The male Dove is bright chesmut-brown above with a purplish lovss
which is more marked on the mantle, back of the head, nape, and sides n% the
neck. The breast s a rather pale purplish-red, shading into fawn on the
throat and under the tail-coverts. The hen is dark olive-brown with a faint
golden gloss, and pale buffish beneath.

These little Doves are perfectly casy to keep on a mixture of seeds such as
canary, millet, wheat, groats and dari and a little hemp.  They are very willing
to breed and make the merest apology of a nest, in which they deposit their
buft coloured eggs, usually two in number. A pair of these birds 1 bred from
sofme years ago showed a desire to nest in the shallow round earthenware
saucer in which they were fed and as such a receptacle seemed to lessen the risk
of the young ones falling out of the nest, 1 deaded to let them do so.  In this
they deposited a few sticks and an odd dead leaf or two, after which they
apparently considered the " nest " complete, and proceeded to lay and sit.

To give them their due, however, this particular couple, unlike so many
Doves, proved themselves to be the most model parents. They did not
suffer from the maddening absent-mindedness which so often causes Dowves
apparently to forget that they have a brood to care for until they have died of
starvation,

In the end | found 1 need not have worried about the squabs falling out of
the nest, because unlike the young of arboreal Doves th:y remain in it for only
a shore time after they are hatched.  Having never bred gmund Daoves before,
I was considerably perturbed to find the nest empty when the ?:-ung ones were
still at a tender age, undl 1 discovered them running happily about on the
ground with their ]:m:'nts. uite unharmed and able to take care of themselves
and even perch on low branches.  They matured rapidly and were soon quite
as big as their parents,

.S)ra !Fup-necéec{ ﬂ'gmn

(Columba speciosa)

THIS fine Pigeon is very seldom imported, but is highl}' desirable and makes
a handsome aviary bird. The head and neck are maroon with a purple
gloss. The neck feathers are spotted with white and bordered with metallic
recn and amethystine reflections which produce a scaly apppearance. The
ast feathers are medium brown bordered with darker brown and the centre
of the belly and abdomen are whitish. The back and wings are chocolate-
brown with a purplish gloss, particularly on the shoulders. The tail is dark
brown shading into blackish at the tip and the legs and feet are plumbeous red.
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The bill is dark red tpped with whitish. The sexes are much alike. The
size is about that of a small domestc pigeon,

Dhstribution: East Mexico thmugh Central America to Colombia, Ecuador,
Peru, Guiana and Brazil.

I had what at first appeared to be a fine pair of these pigeons a few years
ago, but shortly after arrival they developed mycosis and died. 1 gready
regretted the loss and hope to be able to obtain another pair some day.

The birds require the usual corn and seed pigeon mixture and will eat
gentles, which should be fed occasionally.

LT T

(Strepropelia senegalensis aequatorialis)

TH]S rather pretty Dove is about the same size as and closely related to the
familiar Turtle Dove which visits this country to breed in the spring and
summer months, and whose soothing and soporific coo is such a perfect
accompaniment to a drowsy English summer day.

The Senegal Dove 15 widely distributed ti;mughnut the drier parts of
Africa, and has a pleasing colour scheme consisting of the delicate pinkish
shade of the gills of a newly-opened mushroom and a pale very blue-grey,
the latter being on the wings and upjm parts of the bird. The tail s hand-
somely ban with black, white and grey, and the wings make a whistlin
sound in flight. The throat and sides ot the neck are adomed with sm
triangular black markings which are thrown into prominence and become
more sharply defined when the male is cooing and dhpia}"ing. Both cocks and
hens, however, show these black throat markings and 1 find the species
extremely difficult to sex.

Mot long ago | had four of these Doves, but 1 was uncertain as to their sex.
After putting them into a large planted aviary, however, | was not long left
in doubt, as they soon went to nest.  One pair chose an ordinary square wire-
bottomed dove nest nailed high up, while the other pair built their frail nest
low down on a tangle of ** Old Man's Beard,” beneath which a hen Ambherse
Pheasant was sitting.

The sites were at opposite ends of the aviary, and nlthuugh at first there had
been much fighting berween the two pairs they eventually sertled down in a
state of armed neutrality.  All was well, so lﬂng as one pair did not trespass
into the other pair’s halt of the aviary, Thas also applied to the young ones of
which there were soon so many, that when the Dove population reached
eleven 1 gave them all away to a friend, including the parents.

The Senegal Dove is known in its natve land as the Laughing Dove, owing
I suppose to what seems to me a rather tanciful Dcstmb]ancc%xtw:ﬁ: its drowsy
cooing and human laughter. The coo consists of a frequent repetition of
Who . . . Whoe . .. Whooo-whe-who . . . whe . . . who . . . whooo
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who-who, and though some l,"i_'q.'li\]t' might find it monotonous, 1 think it is a
pleasant sound.

These birds were tried at liberty before the 1914-18 war by the late Duke of
Bedford at Woburn where they flourished and bred for a few years, but

8=

The Scallop-necked Pigeon is very handsome and makes a fine aviary bird.
It Is about the same size as a small domestic pigeon

eventually died out owing to a canker epidemic from which the wild Turtle
Doves also suffered.

For some rcason Doves have never been particularly popular aviary birds:
possibly this is because, generally speaking, they do seem to be rather lacking
in grey matter, often even forgetting altogether that they have young in the
nest to feed. MNevertheless, many of them are very beautiful, and 1 think
Doves are worthy of their place in a mixed collection in any fair-sized aviary.
A few aviculturists, chief among them perhaps being Madame Lecallier m
France, have concentrated upon Doves, keeping large collections of the various
species, and I can quite imagine that these were very fascinating.

Nf_"ll{"}:jll I]JF‘F'L‘H arc \'{'r':-.' {'..]":-' to cater f.n.'lr .'|||.‘1 hhr'll.lli.! 111' g'i\"f."]l a mixture 1"-
white millet, dari, wheat, groats and a little hemp. The usual wild greenfoods
can be offered and my two pars ¢ '-'L"II[IE.lHI\' became quite fond of *-}"'llll.h']l bect.
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(Geopelia striata)

NE of the smallest of the Doves and very prettily marked, this bird takes
its putuiar name from the striped or barred effect of the plumage and is
sometimes known as the Barred Ground Dove.  The male has the orehead,
throat and checks ashy-grey, the hind part of the crown having a vinous tinge.
The upper surface is brown, each feather being narrowly bnrrﬁred with black,
and the neck and breast are barred with black and white. The centre of the
breast is vinous-pink shading into whitish-buff on the under tail-coverts. The
tail feathers are l?iackish broadly tipped with white.

It is many years since I kept these Doves, but if 1 remember rightly, the
barring in the female is continued across the lower breast and abdomen and
there is no pink breast patch. This is also the case with young birds of both
sexes.  Although very small as Doves go, the species is larger than the diminu-
tive Diamond Dove,

They are very abundant in the Malay Peninsula, being favourite cage birds
both there and in India. They feed chicfly on sc::g, and are frequenters
of gardens where they are to be seen walking about on lawns in pairs or small
(probably family) parties. Flimsy, typical Dove-like nests are built in hedges
or thickets of bamboo.

Zebra Doves are quite often imported, more so formerly, perhaps, than
nowadays. Although they have the advantage in a mixed collection of bein
harmless to smaller birds unrelated to them, nevertheless they are very quarre
some and pugnacious towards their own kind and with other members of the
Dove family.

Usually, they are very willing to go to nest, and should be given the same
nesting facilities as 1 have recommended for the Diamond Dove. If, however,
successful breeding is the first consideration, it is essential that they should be
the only Dove inhabitants of the aviary, otherwise there will be no ung ones
and endless squabbling. This applies, of course, to the usual &maﬁiush aviary,
but I have bred numerous young ones from two pairs of equally pugnacious
Senegal or * Laughing ™ Doves in a large planted aviary. It was interestin
the way the two pairs at first fought incessantly and then, a arently by mutua
agreement, decided to divide the aviary in two b?' an invisible barrier,

Both pairs reared young ones and all was well so long as some unsuspecting
fledging Eid not stray into forbidden territory. In that case it was violently
chivvied and buﬂ'ur.m.r back to its parents’ half of the aviary, and having learned
its lesson, stayed there. This strong territorial instinct is rather like that
described by Konrad Z. Lorens in ﬁis enchanting book * King Solomon's
Ring " when he tried the experiment of keeping rwo breeding pairs of Stickle-
backs in the same large aquarium.

Zebra Doves live chiefly on millet and should be offered the usual wild
greenfoods, and spinach beet.  They are also fond of maw seed,
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Housing and General
Management

OREIGMN birds can be Iu:Pt n cages; in indoor or outdoor aviarics;
and, provided the conditions are suitable, some can be kept more easily
than is generally realised at what is known as ™ controlled liberty.”

Much the best kind of cage is a flight cage, in which the bird has sufficient
space to fly from end to end of it, instead of merely hopping from one perch
to another. These are made in three types: all-wire, semi-box, and box,

The first of these, being entrely open, is suitable only if it can be placed
in a situation entirely free from draughts, but as such situations are rare, a cage
of the box or semi-box type is usually better.  There should be a perch at each
end—preferably natural ones—and the bird’s feet will benefit from the resilience
of a small natural twiggy branch fixed to the centre of the back of the cage.
Thus a maximum of fying space is available. [ think this point should be
stressed, as 1 have sometimes scen cages so cluttered up with perches as to be
more suitable for a chameleon to climb about in than for a bird to fly in.

The sand on the tray should be frequently sifted to remove any droppings,
a sprinkling of fresh sand being added each time. 1 have found the most
satisfactory cage floor covering for insectivorous birds is newspaper, and it is a
good plan to lay several sheets, one on top of the other, removing and burning
the soiled top one each moming. Nectar feeders have, of course, very copious
liquid droppings and as a floor covering blotting paper is really best.

The food and water vessels should not be directly beneath a perch, other-
wise they will be fouled by the birds’ excreta.

Frequent opportunities for bathing are best supplied in the form of one of

the plastic or metal baths, enclosed on all but onc side, which hang on the
outside of the cage over the space left when the door is open.  Such baths
prevent splashing, which, if an open bath is put on the floor, would quickly
drench everything in the cage. The bath should not be left permanently in
place, but should be attached to the cage for an hour or so every day, or at feast
two or three omes a week.

In addition to a handful of the various wild greenfoods for them to pick
OVer, hii‘ds LE{'T]‘".’C grfat PII_':[ﬁ-HI'L" "‘Tijl'l'l ak \l'l'l-'lu ﬁ‘.ll‘larﬂ l'\f Lll!l'f P!Jfﬂﬂl 0 ﬂ]{" A‘(Jf“[
of their cage from time to tme. This, of course, is a luxury rather than a
necessity, but if vou take the trouble to add such small touches as these, you will
be infinitely rewarded by the increased happiness and well-being of your birds.

Greenfood should always be given as fresh as }‘lu&:iil.‘l]t‘. It does not matter
if it has wilted during a matter of a few hours before it is given, It is most
dangerous, however, to gather greenfood, particularly when wet, and then, per-
haps after the lapse of a .t-nl,- or two, remember about it and give it to one’s birds.

23 155
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When constructing an aviary of the non-planted type, certain desirable
features should be bome in mind. The shelter, t]mugh it need not be ]J[EL'_
must be well-lighted, and should have an entrance hole fairly high up which
can be closed from outside the aviary 111, means of a shiding ‘shutter. This is
I.".I.I'[ILlll |tt'-. valuable with a 11req~L!||1L pair of Parrakeets, as Lhu. can be shut in
the shelter with a minimum of fuss before one gets into the Hight to look in
their nest box. Itisa Lﬂml F'| it to have the entrance hole Em_,e gununh fior
the birds to fly thrnuu__'lb. to give them the maximum amount of flying space.

The flight should be roofed over for a couple of feet or so .ldqnn!m!n the
shelter, as this serves the dual purpose of giving the birds a partly open and
partly covered flight, as well as preventing rain trom driving into the entrance
hole. 1do not like entircly covered flights as these deprive birds of a rain bath,
'\'i-i“l. h. Im3 |.1I"| {31- l]:H. IT1- |.1 Irll; l]ll'!\ me '|'|'|I1I. - . l.'lr li'lL 11 ATTOR +ir'|'|'||"|' S0 |'|]ltc]'|
enjoy, and which is so beneficial to their plumage.

As the aviary is not to contain any growing bushes it is a good ]:.lm o
have the bottom of the flight wired over in exactly the same way as the top
and sides. The wire will thus lie flat on the 5_|n1u|u|. and will soon be hidden
by grass and other herb: age growing up through it. This method has the
great advantage of rendering the flight entirely rat-proof, and also very easy
to move should one desire to do so at any time,

It is a wise precaution to have the door of the fight not more than 3 feet
]'.Ii.:._{]'l. .""l;|l|'|n1:|1|_-h this necessitates [n'lulmg down to get into the aviary, it
eliminates the risk of a bird flying out over one’s head as one enters—a risk
which is always present if the door is of the same height as the aviary.

A small hulm-., door about 12 inches long by 6 inches high, p'l aced about
waist level in a side of the shelter is useful and time-saving, as it does away
with the necessity of entering the aviary in order to feed the birds.

Quite small aviaries are better than none, and are very suitable for a ~.1t11_|h-
hrt:*uhu-._, pair of Finches, a couple of pairs of Budgerigars, or a small collection
of Waxbills. At one time we had a number of such home-made aviaries at
Keston, and bred practically all the Australian Grass Finches in them, including
the difficalt Cherry Finch, as well as Bengalese, White Java Sparrows, etc.—
always, of course, unh‘ one pair of birds En:m_\ housed in each aviary.

'[hv miniature shelter consisted of a wooden packing case mu!_,lﬂy 2 feet
square on four wooden legs about thre: feet high. The front of the packing
CAsE Was !'l.'!lh‘."'-'l’.'l.l .||'|I.|. l-l.'l"' :ii.l:."l.! L | IC!"H\T |:-|'-|"‘r {1|L".'|['|][|g ]”.'lri‘l:?\l'ﬁ:l. C'i."‘l]t-]-‘"]‘l”g a
square of glass or Windowlite in the upper half and a small feeding door just
below. A false sloping wooden roof was added and covered with tarred fele,
The adjoining flight was about 4 feet long by 2 feet wide by 5 feet high facing
due south, as did the shelter, and backed with wood.

Access to the shelter was gained through a 4-inch square entrance hole,
fitted with a sliding shutter, and about 12 inches of the roof of the flight where
it joined the shelter were boarded over to prevent rain driving into the en-
trance |'||.'|!{".

I have given these details because such an aviary can be quite easily con-
structed by anyone with an elementary knowledge of carpentry,

'!i. pi.[]i[{_{:l .L"-.l:lr"q I"It COUrse, CEn 1_'It" i'r! ..HI"" SZC Or 'lhﬂl\'.' |1|.'|‘|T'll1l1’_| (4] t]'“.'
individual E‘I(ILILELL*. of it owner. Marural Larch pnl-.s make an attractve
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These small terrace aviaries are used mainly for Grass Parrakeets, ane
breeding pair being housed in each aviary. They provide excellent protection

fr |.r11|.unrk, and the portions to be let into the ground should be anwmnlv
tarred t ) preserve them. J"'thhnlll._,]l more expensive, it is best to use half-
inch mu.l-h wire netting, as this will contain any bird whereas a lirger mesh
limits one's choice.

In order to exclude vermin, a trench about 18 inches deep by 12 inches wide
should be dug round the site so that the netting can be continued down this
distance and then turned outwards, flush with the bottom of the trench before
the latter is filled in.

A shelter, which need not be |l|'LL‘ can be inside the aviary, but is rr.‘:l"\'
best built-on outside. The birds can take re fuge in it during heavy rain storms,
and also roost in it if they wish, although 1 have found that, even in winter,
they much pre fer to roost outside in the l‘rl.l\l'll.\, and for this reason evergreens
should ]1ru]|nnm1h The food vessels are best '|.1|u1.1] in the shelter,

The flight can be turfed, and there are many suitable bushes that may be
planted, including box, evonymus, privet, and the various kinds of CUPITSSUs,
In a bare new aviary nothing ]*rm’hh‘- greenery so quickly as elder, buc it grows
so rampantly that it has to be severely pruned cach year if it is to form anything
like a neat bush. It has d:sa-.h.nl::.q_,n, being deciduous and therefore useless
as winter cover, and also its partic ular habit of growth does not provide good
nesting sites.  On the other hand its berries are much appreciated by many
insectivorous and fruit eating birds.

There are many kinds of creepers which can be used to cover the central
supporting poles of the aviary, including hops, honeysuckle (various varieties),
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which are very decorative, and Polygonum baldschuanicum. The disadvantage
of the last is that it grows so quickly thar it has to be kept very severely pruned,
otherwise it ramps all over the aviary.

If desired vanious border plants can be included such as flag irises, michael-
mas daisies, etc. Clumps of bamboo are particularly effective in a garden
aviary. The 'immboo-liEc Polygomum cuspidatum will often flourish in rather
shallow chalky soil which does not suit the true bamboos, but though it gives
a pleasant jungle effect, it spreads very rapidly by underground runners, and
has o be kept severely in check.

Birds that feed on small seeds such as canary and millet can be fed in open
vessels or in seed hoppers. The latter are admirable and very labour-saving,
but a word of warning is necessary. [t is a mistake to suppose that one can just
fill up the hopper with seed and not bother about it again until it needs refilling.
Through various causes such as dust and the mosture in the atmosphere, the
seed sometimes clogs, and it is therefore most important to check up every few
days to make sure that it is running freely.

Peaceable litde birds such as Waxbilf; will all feed amicably from the same
hopper, but in a mixed collection it is advisable to provide several hung as far
apart as possible.  This should be done in order to foil any bird that the
tiresome habit of mounting guard over a hopper and chasing away any others
that come to feed from it

It should never be assumed thata ncwly-u‘quircd bird will teed at once from
a seed hopper. It may previously have been used to an open seed vessel, and
is liable to starve before it discovers the new source of food. At first, there-
fore, seed should be ﬂlpplicd in an open vessel, and it is a guad plan to scatter
a handful on the ground as well.  The bird is thus given time to observe where
its companions feed, and will soon follow suit. A bird that arrives atall late in the
day is much best put into a cage and released in the aviary the fu"uwing morning.

It should perhaps be remarked, in passing, that, pleasant as mixed collections
are to the eye, it is seldom that much in the way of breeding results is achieved
under such communal conditions, Generally speaking, therefore, if you have
a pair of birds from which you are particularly anxious to breed, every effort
should be made to give them an aviary to themselves.

An indoor aviary is, of course, simply an all-wire enclosure in a bird room,
the idea being to provide more fying space than would be p-assib]e ina ;

Earlier on | mentioned that certain birds could be kcp: at controlled |ibn‘r}'.
and 1 will say no more here as details have already been given.

MNow a word on the subject of those little pests, mice. These, of course,
are every aviculturist’s bugbear. They cat and foul seed, and do an almost
incredible amount of damage to the woodwaork of a shelter, often mr:|1|:lll|:'c.¢‘]1l!.-I
hollowing out the battens until only a thin wooden shell is left.  They seem
quitc able to run for a short distance up vertical matchboarding, and are
capable of the most prodigious leaps. They find wooden Finch nest boxes
d:li‘ightful as a nursery for their young, and many a time have | looked in such
a box, hoping to find, say, a nest of young Gouldians—only to be confronted
with a disgustingly healthy brood of young mice!

Zine provides one of the few surfaces upon which a mouse can get no
foothold, and it is a good plan to nail up the nest boxes on a wide strip of sheet
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zinc which has been previously screwed or nailed to the wall of the shelter.
An 18 inch dado of zinc round the bottom of the shelter is also useful, as it
tends to prevent mice climbing up the walls,

Some people prefer to give seed in open vessels, and for this purpose, many
years , I designed a rough and ready ant-mouse feeding table which is
simp]:ﬁlt effective. ‘The principle is that of a one-legged table, the top of
which consists of an inverted haE_ing tin on which the seed vessel is placed.
The mice can climb the leg of the table, but can go no further once they reach
the inverted baking tin,

It is most important that the food table should be put as far away from any
perches as possible, since mice display considerable ingenuity in gerung at
canary seed. If the table is placed bencath a perch they will soon learn to run
along it, drop down—several feet if necessary—on to the food table, and,
having fed, jump down on to the floor of the sheleer.

1 have always found that, provided they can get at canary seed, mice are
almost impossible to trap in an aviary as that seems their favourite food, and
consequently none of the usual baits will tempt them.

The proprietary brands of bird sand contam the requisite amount of grit,
but if ordinary sand is used, the smallest grade of limestone grit shuml‘f b

iven, and cuttlefish may be supplicd as well.  Most Psittacine birds are very
?lud of a lump of ordinary cha]l;. to nibble.
In addition to the wild and cultivated greenfoods, there are various other
natural sources of food which are much appreciated by birds. These include
lantain heads, sow thistles, and such wild fruits as elderberries, rose hips,
lackberries etc. Variety is indecd the spice of life, and this is particularly
true in the feeding of captive birds.

Insectivorous species are particularly fond of spiders and live ant cocoons,
but the two staple live foods, regular supplies of which can be purchased, are
mealworms and gentles, both of which are excellent. 1 have found, however,
that, while birds seem able to consume large quantities of gentles without
any ill effects, mealworms have to be rather carefully rationed, otherwise
overfatness and liver troubles may ensue.

Apples and also chopped-up dates are both very ood in the way of fru,
and have the great advantage of being obtainable at all times of the year.

Cage birds should be trained to regard their cage as their home and to
this end they should be let out as often as possible. A pet parrot will
often do little more than enjoy itself by climbing about the outside of its cage,
or running about on the floor of the room. That great cage favourite, the
Shama, however, will fly about the room and can n-:lts:ilj.-r be induced to return
home by placing a few mealworms in his cage.

Perhaps nowadays the most popular of all houschold pets in the bird line
is the tame, and often “ talking " Budgerigar. Nothing could be more
charming, and it is hardly necessary to advocate his being let out of his cage, as
judging by those belonging to friends of mine, they seem far more often out of
their cages than in!

In the past it was the invariable practice of most Zoos to keep members of
the Parrot family in cages in stuffy over-heated Parror Houses, and 1 think it
was this that gave rise to the notion that these birds are particularly delicate.
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Actually quite the reverse is true, many members of the Parrot tribe, including,
to mention but a few, such well known birds as the African Grey, and certain
of the Amazons and Cockatoos, as well as several of the Parrakeets being among
the toughest and hardiest of all foreign birds.

Generally speaking, therefore, Psittacine birds should not be coddled, as
they do far better leading a healthy open air life in a suitable well constructed
outdoor aviary, and this applies to many, if not most, other kinds of foreign
birds as well.

Even for many of the more delicate species, the ideal way to keep them is
in an outdoor aviary with a comfortable well lighted shelter, heated during
the winter. It is no hardship for them to be kept shut in the shelter during
particularly cold or inclement weather, and, even in the depths of winter, we
often get mild sunny spells in which, during the day, it is perfectly safe to let
them out into the flight. 1 remember seeing a pair of Fairy Blucbirds, and also
the small King Birds of Paradise, which the late Duke of Bedford kept under
these conditions, and they were in the most perfect condition. e more
delicate species can also, of course, be wintered successfully in a flight cage in a
heated birdroom.

If it is intended to keep a mixed collection of birds one should bear in mind
the golden rule that, as with human beings, close relatives are far the most
likely to squabble. The various species of Doves, for example, while harmless
to other birds, are terribly quarrelsome among themselves. Waxbills are
the exception that proves the rule, but generally speaking, in forming a mixed
collection, it is safest to choose birds that do not belong to the same genus, and
to avoid any of a bullying disposition.

Out of the breeding season one should make a practice of checking out one’s
birds each moming, in order to spot any that are ill, and take them in for
treatment. During the breeding season, however, although one should
continue to keep a careful eye on one's birds, this practice has to be more or
less discontinued as any un!u: interference is liable to upset sitting hens and
cause them to desert.

For the same reason nest boxes should not be inspected, unless it is deemed
ahwlmrhr necessary.  Some birds, such as Budgcrigars, will put up with
frequent nest inspections, but less domesticated species uvsually won't. If,
say, a hen Parrakeet has been sitting beyond her normal tume and there is no
sign of her reappearance, it is advisable to look in the box to see if she has died
on the nest.  If, on the other hand, she has come out of the nest box and takes
no further interest in it, the matter should be looked into. Possibly clear or
addled eggs or dead young ones will be found, and she will not Zo to nest
again until these are removed. It is the greatest mistake, however, to look in
tﬁ&‘ box from time to time simply out of curiosity.

One of the most valuable assets an aviculturist can possess is the ability
to spot a sick bird when it is only just starting to get ill. This gift seems to be
rather akin to the * green finger " in gardening, and is quite independent of the
keenness or otherwise of the individual bird keeper. A practice to be avoided—
and one much favoured by those who do not possess this gift—is that of running
astick or finger along the wire netting, and when the potental invalid has been
sufficiently startled to make it look round and temporarily sleek up its ruffled
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The largest of the author’s planted aviaries, an enclesure about 70 feet long
and of proportionate height and width, containing a pond and many bushes
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feathers, to remark triumphantly: " Nothing much wrong with that bird !
Certainly the bird should be roused from iu%eﬂurg}r. but 1t is then most im-
portant to retreat some distance from the aviary, and, stnding perfectly still,
see how it reacts when it once again belicves itself to be unobserved.

A bird that is starting to get ill becomes listless, goes off its food, and shows
a tendency to close its eyes, ruffle its feathers, and put its head under its wing.
A useful tip to remember with regard to Parrot-like birds is that if one of them
sits with its head under its wing, and one foot tucked up among the breast
feathers, it is merely having a quiet nap. 1f, on the other hand, it has its head
under its wing and both feet on 31.-.' perch, you can be reasonably sure it is ill.

In choosing a bird, it should be remembered that the chief indication as to
the state of its health is the eye. If a bird’s eyes are bright and alert there is
nothing much wrong with its health. If a biH arrives in good condition, but
gets ill after you have had it for some time, it is unreasonable to blame the
person from whom you purchased it, and demand a replacement, since the
trouble is more likely to be due to your own faulty management.

It is a mistake, particularly in winter, to send away a very small bird in a
very lar%:: travelling box as it is thus unable to keep itself warm during the
journey by generating its own heat in the box. Naturally, however, too small
a box must be avoided at all costs.  When sending birds away it is most im-
portant to give them an adequate suﬂpl of food for their journey, and even
to add a bit extra in case of possible delays. From long” experience at the
receiving end | am afraid this warning is f}, NO mMeans as unnecessary as it
mﬂ}' ﬂP ar.

Finally, a word of warning about the sun as there is a rather prevalent but
quite erroneous belief that no foreign bird can have too much of it. This
notion is particularly false in the case of members of the Parrot family, which,
unlike Noel Coward's ** Mad Dogs and Englishmen ™ do not go out in the
mid-day sun! Indeed—and some people find this hard to believe—they are
very prone to sunstroke even in this country, and should never be
or cage where they cannot get into the shade.

In an aviary a good way of supplying this is by placing a wattle hurdle
on top of the end of the flight. An additional advantage is that birds sitting

on the perch or perches immediately below it, are invisible from above to
Hawks which are their chief enemies.

in an aviary
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ICK birds usually die or recover as the case may be with equal rapidity,
and if prompt and efficient action is taken a bird which looked very 1ill
indeed in the morning may have almost recovered by the same evening.

If you discover that one of your birds is ill the most important thing of all
is heat trearment, and it should be caught up at once and put in a hospital cage
in a steady temperature of at least 85° to 9o®. People often make the mistake
of supposing that mere warmth such as a temperature of about 70° is sufficient,
although actually this is not the slightest use for a really sick bird. Excellent
clectrically-heated hospital cages are once more obtainable.

A good form of heating 1s a well-trimmed paraffin lamp, and it really bas
to bc%cft to the ingenuity of the individual avievlturist to devise a cage in
which a steady temperature of 85° can be maintained. Provided there is
suitable ventilation a box cage with a glass front is an excellent method of con-
serving heat, but it is most important that the lamp should not be actually in
the cage with the bird as the fumes, of course, would kill it. A box cage
made of tin, or with a tin instead of a wooden bottom, is suitable, as the
lamp can then be placed beneath it.  Great care should be aken, however, o
sce that the flame s not too close to the metal bottom of the cage.

Failing all else, a sick bird may be put in a box cage in front of a good fire,
preferably coal or electric, as close as possible without causing it actual dis-
comfort. Some sort of hospital cage, however, even a home made one, is far
preferable.  Once the bird has recovered the heat of the cage should be reduced

radually, and the bird should spend at least a day in the hospital without any
ﬁcat betore being returned to its aviarcr. The hospital cage must be kept
scrupulously clean, and when unoccupied it is a good thing to disinfect it with
a blow-lamp.

I should say that the three commonest bird discases arc chills, enteritis and
coccidiosis, so I will deal with these first.

Chills: A bird with an ordinary chill locks puffed up and miserable and
keeps on tucking its head under its wing. I nothing is done, this seon turns to
pneumonia, but if the bird is quickly caught up and put in a temperature of
85" to 9o°, it will wsually recover in a few hours without any medicinal
treatment.  If pneumonia is suspected, Aurcomycin (obtainable only on a
Veterinary Surgeon's prescriftiun?tslmuld be Siwzn. It is a green powder and
for pneumonia a saltspoonful should be mixed with a pint of water.

Enteritis: This disease has two forms, Infectious enteritis, or salmonellosis,
which sometimes occurs among newly imported birds, is incurable and can be
checked only by disinfection and segregation.

The ordinary kind usually follows upon a chill, or can be caused by eatin
musty or contaminated seed or greenfood. The bird shows all the usu'ﬁ
signs of illness with often, in addition, a watery diarrhcea and vomiting. It
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should be placed at once in a hospital cage and given to drink a mixture of
five draps of Syrup of Buckthorn in three tablespoonfuls of water.

Coccidiosis: This is one of the commonest and most deadly of avian scourges.
It attacks chiefly young birds of the year, particularly Grass Parrakeets, and
its insidious onset is by no means easv to detect. Usually the first thing
noticed is that a bird suffering from the disease sits listlessly about. When
caught up it weighs I"“H anything and has a breast bone like a knife blade,

That wonderful drug sulphamezathine, however, can now effect marvellous
cures of this dread complaint.  The patient should be put at once in a hospital
cage and given as drinking water seven drops of a 16 per cent solution of
sulphamezathine in two tablespoonfuls of water. This should be given for
five days but mo longer as if continued it has a toxic effect.  The treatment can,
however, be repeated after an interval of five days.

As the disease is highly infectious it is a wise precaution to give a five day
course of sulphamezathine to any companions of the sick bird.

Damp, muggy autumn weather is the time most to be dreaded for one's
birds, presumably because germs and microbes that have been breeding all the
summer have by then reached their peak. It 1s in such weather that coccidiosis
takes such a toll—heavier in some years than others—of one’s young stock.

Lactose (sugar of milk) given :L.i]y mn the drinking water i the proportion
of one heaped teaspoonful in a quart of warm water is a useful ll;ut ot an
infallible preventive. However, it 15 well worth giving as it certainly does
check the incidence of this discase.

Aspergillosis: This is a mould which flourishes on musty straw and seed,
decaying greenfood etc., and gets into the throat and bronchial tubes of its
victims.  Various cures have been suggested, such as making the patient inhale
steam containing compound tincture of benzoin or oil of eucalyptus.

It is far brst.gi'luwcvct. to prevent the discase by keeping the bird's quarters
clean and by giving only fresh greenfood and best quality seed.  The symp-
toms, wheezing and shortness o th, are similar to those of asthma.

Asthma: Like human beings, Parrots sometimes suffer from spasmodic
paroxysmal asthma, although cly may appear perfectly healthy except when
the paroxysm is upon them. 1t the attack is a prolonged one, a drop of
1: 1,000 solution of adrenalin given in a teaspoonful of water gives relief.

Cataract: A discase of the eyes in which a thin film or skin forms over the
cye, leading to eventual blindness. The disease is hereditary and incurable.

Cirrhosis of the Liver: This and other liver discases are rather common
among members of the Parrot family and are incurable.  They usually afffict
elderly Parrots that have been long caged without being let out frequenty o
take excrcise. Sometimes, however, a bird that appears in perfect health will
die suddenly and the post mortem reveals chronic hiver disease.

Conjunctivitis: There is a non-infectious form of this disease characterised
by a watery discharge from the eyes which usually can be cured quite easily
by dropping one of the proprictary eye lotions into the affected eye.

The other form—the dreaded infectious or contagious type of eye discase—
has_different symptoms. Contracted through dirty cages and particularly
dirty perches, it is the bane of those who import Australian Parrakeets.  All the
Grass and Polyteline Parrakeets, the Barraband in particular, are extremely

-
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prone to it, thuugl‘l the Broadtails seem for some reason to be much less sus-
ceptible. It does not at the outset affect the general health of a bird, which
remains pcrﬁ:cﬂ}r ].i\'l.‘l}’ but blinks its eyes more frequently than usual,
Gradually, however, the bird reaches the stage where it has its eyes closed more
often than open. This is followed by a mucous discharge which clogs the
eyelids and unless treatment is given, eventually ends in death.

Until quite recently this contagious form of eye-discase was one of the
Major scourges. Nowadays, however, it is curable, although 1 became aware
of this fact only through the kindness of Dr. F. B, Lake of Kingston-on-
Thames, who was good enough not only to take some newly-imported Bourkes
Parrakeets to cure ﬁimsr:lf, but also gave instructions as to how we could try to
cure the remaining three that were rather less seriously infected.

I feel therefore 1 cannot do better than quote from the letter he wrote me
on the subject. In it he said:—" I think the best treatment for the eye disease
i a five per cent solution of aureomycin dropped rc‘rcntcdly into the eye
for about three to five minutes once a day, Erliuwf by aureomycin eye
ointment applied once daily for about two weeks after the discharge has dried
up. The next best thing—and this you can get at a chemist—is Chloro-
mycetin drops and ointment, used in the same way. . . "

I may add that we tried the Chloromycetin treatment on the Bourkes, and
they were completely cured. Incidentally, neither of these drugs can be
obtained without a prescription,

Constipation: Can be relieved by giving three drops of Syrup of Buckthorn
in a tablespoonful of water in place of ordinary drinking water for one day,

Crop Binding: This also occurs in domestic poultry and should be dealt with
in the same way b}r a Fcntlt massaging and manipulation of the crop with the
thumb and forefinger to dislodge and break up whatever may be causing the
binding.

C‘ruiiu Sickness 15 characterised by a Huid vomiting from the beak and
often subsides without medicinal treatment. If it persists, however, the
patient may be dosed with a powder consisting of one part bicarbonate of
soda, one part powdered charcoal and two parts bismuth carbonate. For an
average-sized bird about half a salspoonful should be administered thrice d.:lily.

Convulsions (or Fits): These often occur in birds that are very overfar, and
they sim]ply drop dead from the perch.  The best preventive, of course, is to
try to help the bird regain its arigin:l slim figure.  This is best done by omitting
1I}l such fgttcning foods as sunflower, hemp and monkey nuts and putting the
bird on to a diet of plain canary seed plus a plentiful supply of fruit and greenfood.

It should also given every opportunity of taking plenty of exercise,
preferably in an outdoor aviary. In the case of insectivorous species, meal-
worms should be reduced to a minimum, of better still, be replaced by gentles
and such things as spiders, caterpillars, live ant pupa: ete.

Egg Binding: 1 have always noticed that some aviculturists have much more
rmuﬁf: with this tiresome complaint than others, and it may have something
to do with the 1ucaliry in which their birds are kept. It is usua]ly supposed
erroneously to be caused by the egg itself, but its real cause is cramp of the
muscular fibres of the oviduct which gnip the immature egg and prevent its
expulsion into the outer portion in which the shell is formed,
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The chief cause of this cramp is cold weather while the bird is laying. The
best cure, therefore, is to put Ll!:: patient into a hospital cage at a temperature
of 85° after which the egg will usuall complete its formation and be laid
successfully. Omce a hen has suffered from egg-binding the trouble is liable
to recur each time she lays, and a preventive worth trying is a few drops each
of gin and glycerine mixed with ric drinking water in a vessel about the size
of an egg-cup. This should be continued until the clutch is completed.

A bird suffering from cgg-binding will be found sitting on the floor of its
cage or aviary usually in a comer, looking thoroughly miserable with its eves
shut and with drooping wings and ruffled feathers.

French Moult: This is one of the commonest and yet most mysterious and
baffling of all discases, affecting chicfly Budgerigars, the victims being known
as " runners.”  Various theories have been propounded, and cures or preventives
suggested, but none of them, so far as 1 am aware, has yet proved effective.

Some young birds suffering from this complaint leave the nest perfectly
teathered except for the tail and fights, and these, in time, recover completely
and grow a full complement of {iat:htrs. There is, however, every degree
between this state of the complaint and that of almost complete nakedness, and,
as | have said, the cause remains unknown.

One is inclined to think of French Moult as affecting exclusively Budgerigars,
and particularly those bred in captivity. It may therefore be of interest to note
that, on one occasion, a number of wild Redrump Parrakeets were observed in
Australia running about on the ground and quite unable o fly. Several were
caught, and on examination, were found to be suffering from an acute form
of French Moult.

Gapes: This tiresome affliction is common among gallinaceous  birds
such as Pheasants, particularly young ones, and also among certain insectivorous
species, such as certain of the Glossy Starlings, but it never occurs among
purely seed-eating species.

It is caused by a parasite (Symgamus trachea), a minute red forked worm
which disintegrates upon being expectorated by its host. This sets free its
cggs and after hatching among warm moist herbage these are consumed by
earthworms which are in their turn eaten by birds. The parasites then develop
and breed inside the body of their host untl they finally reach the larger
bronchial tubes and the trachea. Here they set up intense irritation, causing
the bird to wheeze and gasp for breath, until they are fimally expectorated
through the beak and so d%ﬂ'r life-cycle starts all over again.

One treatment recommended for gapes is to use a cotton pipe cleaner with
the sharp point turned round on the stem.  This is then dipped in a mixture
of one part ether, one part oil of turpentine or cucalyptus and ten parts olive
oil, after which it is thrust down the bird's throat, being careful not to hurt i,
and twisted round several times.

I used to treat a Royal Starling I once had in this way and the gape worms
could be clearly seen on the pipe cleaner when it was withdrawn from the
bird’s beak. 1 cannot say, however, that | found it an entirely satisfactory or
lasting cure, although it certainly did act as a palliative.

TE: ground of an aviary containing birds susceptible to gapes can also be
treated periodically with a strong solution of salt and water as this kills the
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embryo gape worms in the herbage, but the best way to disinfect the ground
is with a Hame gun. In France an absolute cure for gapes called Amyodol
Interne is available, but it appears unobtainable in this country.

Indigestion: Birds properly fed, housed and cared for 5hm:|tf not suffer from
this r_'omp]_:lin:, but 1t is very ]_"If'l.-'.;l!t.'l'!t among such birds as newly impcrrtrd
Gouldian Finches if they have been deprived of grit on the journey over and
are then suddenly given unlimited quantities of it.  Any llﬂird that has not
had access to grit for some time should only be introduced to it very gradually,
giving the smallest possible quantiry to begin with.,

Paralysis of Legs: This is rather prevalent, particularly among Parrakeets.
Usually 1t is caused by chill. Its onset is often very swift and a bird appearing
in the best of health may be suddenly afflicted with paralysis of the legs. The
best treatment is to put the patient in heat in a hl:-spital cage and massage the
legs with methylated spirit.  If there is recovery, it is slow, but usually complete.

Scaly-face: The symptoms are a scaly appearance about the base of the
beak and sometimes around the eye. This discase was originally believed to
be caused by the same parasitical mite as scabies of the leg, but is now thought
to be due to a !'-th'lgl.'l‘..

Treatment should consist of cutting away the short feathers around the
beak and giving an applicaton of sulphur cintment and two of benzyl benzoate
applied on alternate days.

Scabies of the Leg: This condition is sometimes to be found in imported
Finches but is not very common in aviary birds. The symptoms are scales on
the legs, which are caused through a parasitic mite (Crnemidocoptes mutans).

The treatment should be the same as for scaly-face. If, however, the
condition is mof very severe, one or two applications of paraffin will very often
effect a cure.

Tuberciwlosis: This 1s a win.ll:ﬁprr.'m.{ SCOUEE among birds of all kinds and is
incurable, The symptoms are that the bird “ goes light” and becomes
lethargic and listless. It affects some species more than others, and the attrac-
tive Australian Black Banksian Cockatoos are particularly prone to it.

Vertigo: This disease seems to be caused v some sort of disturbance or
infection of the semi-circular ear canals and is not uncommon among Parrakeets.
The afflicted bird, partcularly when suddenly disturbed or excited, staggers
about with its head either on one side or stramed back so as to almost touch
the mantle and it is sometimes twisted to and fro.

As treatment the bird may have a n;!rﬂl'l Or tWo nf:.;l}'ccrinc of iodine dmpp-cd
into each car twice a week, and 10 grains of iodine of potassium added to every
pint of drinking water is also recommended.

A Parrot that is kept in too cramping a cage without being regularly let
out for exercise will often acquire a habit of getting up into a corner ot the
cage and twisting its head from side to side. This, however, should not be
confused with vertigo, as it is a habit and not a disease. It can be cured only
by more humane treatment on the part of the bird’s owner. A caged parrot
that has acquired this habit through sheer boredom, will, if put in an aviary,
persist in domng it for a tme but will m'{.‘lltlt'.lli}' ﬂ'rl‘gct‘ the habit

There are four afflictions to which birds, particularly those kept in cages,
are prone.  These | have kept to the end as they hardly seem to come under the
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heading of discases, with the possible exception of the chronic form of over-
grown beak.

Owergrown Toe Nails: These occur most often in rather elderly birds, par-
ticularly caged Parrots and Canaries if they are expected to spend their wEulc
time sitting on smooth round artificial perches. That their toe nails should
eventually become overgrown under such conditions is only to be expected
as they are subjected to none of the normal wearing away processes which
would be the case if they were contimvally exercising their feet by perching on
branches of varying sizes and roughness of texrure.

This is the narural way for them to keep their toe nails in trim, but if from
one cause or another they have become overgrown they must be cut.  Care
should be taken to do this below the end of the red vein which runs down the
centre of the nail and can be clearly seen if it is held up to the light, otherwise
the nail will bleed.

Night Frights: This, of course, is not in any sense a disease, but simply an
accident and one that is very hard to prevent. - What usually happens is that a
bird may be perfectly well in the evening and found dead in tf::nfnllowing
morning, the post mortem examination revealing an extensive bruising on the
skull. It can be caused by such things as mice in the aviary running along the
perches at night, a cat jumping up on to the top of the aviary, or the shadow
of an_owl flying past in bright moonlight. Another frequent cause is the
light from the hcadfamps of a car sweeping across the aviary from a nearby road.

Night frights undoubtedly do cause a great many otherwise inexplicable
losses. 1am afraid, however, | have nothing more constructive to offer in the
way of a “ cure ™ than to get rid of the mice in the aviary, which should be
done in any case, and to climinate as far as possible marauding owls and stray
night-prowling cats.  Also, if possible, the windows of an aviary shelter should
not face a road.

Red Mite: Generally speaking this well-known avian parasite (Dermanyssus
avium) confines its attentions to birds kept in and seldom occurs among
those in outdoor aviaries. They are blood suckers and although a few may
remain on their host during the day, the majority seek the shelter of the crevices
in cages and at the ends of perches during the hours of daylight, returning to
their host at nigh.

If a cage full of birds is infested with red mite, the birds should be removed
during the day and their feathers dusted with a 5 per cent D.D.T. powder to
kill any mites that may remain on them. Then, before the birds are put back
in the cage, it should be thoroughly disinfected with a blow-lamp, and all the
pcrchmngurncﬂ and replaced by new ones. 1 would not advise the use of
D.D.T. powder in nests or on nestlings.  Alternatively use commercial Gam-
mexane dust containing o+ per cent of the gamma radicle of benzene hexa-
chlorine.

If a single pet canary in the usual all-wire cage has red mite, usually the
pests can be eliminated by covering the top and three sides of the cage with
dark-coloured flannel at night and leaving this on undl about 11.0 am. B
this time the red mite will %mvc left their and taken refuge in the flann
which should then be bumnt. The following evening the cage should be
covered again and the piece of flannel bumnt the next day. is should be
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continued for a week after which the bird ought to be quite free of red mite,
rovided the added precaution is taken of thoroughly cleaning the cage,
Eurﬂing the old pcrchcs and fumishing it with new ones.

Owvergrown Beak: This is a condiion which again most often occurs in
somewhat elderly specimens, members of the Parrot family being perhaps
mMost prone to it

I have had one or two Grass Parrakects in which the upper mandible per-
sistently became overgrown, and indeed grew at such a rate that it h;lu.'l to be
clippccf at regular intervals as otherwise it would h:\rE‘Eicrccd the bird's throat
and so killed it.  Such birds are nearly always old, seldom in really good con-
dition, and generally useless for breeding purimscs.

Feather Plucking: This is a vice comparable to nail biu'l;lg in human beings,
and a very tiresome one too, because although the bird remains Pcrﬁ:c‘li}'
healthy, its appearance is cmnplntc]y SPﬂth. To a certain extent it seems to be
hereditary :lnfielss cause 15 unknown, | certainly think, however, that boredom
s often a contributory factor, which accounts for the number of wretched
naked Grey Parrots one so often sees.  These are usually kept in a Parrot cage
and never %r:t out, sprayed with tepid water or given a rain bath.

On the other hand, a bird kept in a roomy aviary may suddenly, and for no
apparent reason, start feather plucking, usuafl}r denuding its brease first. It is
recommended that such a bird should be given plenty to occupy it in the form
of a fresh twiggy branch to mbble cach day, but though this may retard the
rate at which the bird plucks itself, have never had a bird that smppcd phlcking
once it had started the vice.

Certain birds are particularly prone to feather p]uckjng, the attractive lictle
Australian Gang-Gang Cockatoo being more so than any other member of the
Parrot family, often even when kept in a really large aviary.

There is a minute spot of oil at the base of each feather and it is probably
in order to get at this that a bird plucks itself, but if this be the case a bird that is
supplied with animal fats such as butter, suet, etc., should never pluck itself.
Many people, however, maintain that it is the very giving of these fats that whets
the bird’s appetite for them and eventually causes it to start feather plucking.

Fortunately it is only a small nunority of birds that start this vice, so it
looks as if these individual specimens lack some particular ingredient in their
make-up, the nature of which is at present unknown.

Another form of feather plucking is the plucking of nesthin hy’ their
mother while they are still in the nest.  This again is an enigma and a hen that
has never done it before may suddenly start to do it. More curious still, she
may pluck her brood ha:ﬂ}r one year and un].:.r s!.iﬁht]y the next.. Mor is it by
any means always birds that are themselves feather pluckers that pluck their
brood in the nest. More often than not they are themselves specimens in
perfect feather.

Mestlings that are only slightly plucked soon grow their feathers once they
are fledged and can escape the unwelcome attentions of their mother. Some,
however, are so badly plucked that they leave the nest completely naked except
for their tail and flight feathers, and these should be destroyed as they never

grow their feathers.  Fortunately such severe plucking is rare,

-
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Abyssinian Lovebird 131 Bengal Pirea 253
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African Silverbill 3 Bishop Weaver 47
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Blue—checked 250 Blue-crowned Hanging Parrot 208-g

Blue=throated 258, 254 Blue Drongo 260

Toucan 317 Blue-faced Parrot Finch 15
Bar-breasted Firefinch 110 Blue-fronted Amazon Parror 143
Barnard's Parrakeet 240 Blue Grosbeak 16
Barraband's Parrakeer 137 Blue-headed Pigeon 135
Barred Ground Duove 352 Blue Lory 238
Bartlett’s Bleeding-heart Pigeon 331 Blue Pie
Baths 355 Formosan 28y
Bauer's Parrakeet 246 Cyccipital 288
Baya Weaver 7 Blue-shouldered Mountain Tanager 258
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Blue-throated Barber 248, 259
Blue-winged Grass Parrakeet 146, 167
Blue-winged Siva 260
Bonaparte's Warbling Finch 118
Bourke's Parrakeot 148
Broad-tailed Paradise Whydah 75
Bronze Sunbird 261
Bronze-winged Mannikin 17, 52
Bronze-winged Pigeon 3136

Brush 336

Crested 340
Brown-shouldered Grosbeak 16
Brown's Parrakeet 151, 223

Crmson-headed 1452
Brown's x Rosella hybrid Parrakeet 152
Brush Bronze-winged Pigeon 336
Budgerigar 153-5, 350
Bulbul 261

Black-crested Yellow 254, 255

Foed-cared 262

Red-vented 261
Bunting,

Black-headed gg

Golden-breasted 35

Indian Yellow g9

Indigo 54

Lazuli 63

Monpareil 70

Ranbow 8g

Red-backed Yellow 34

Red-headed o8, 9o

Versicolour 113

Cage ﬂ;)]d:h COVETINE 155
Cages, Right 355
Ca.ﬁf: Tanagers 291, 292
Canary,
Cape 45
Damara Blackhead 4
Red 1
Cape Canary 45
Cape Dave 337, 339
Cape White-cye 328
Cardinal,
Dominican 83
Green 42
Pope 83, 85
Kug-crm:d B3, B3, 0%, 06
Virginian 42, 116
Yellow-billed 84
Cataract 164
Cayenne Red-breasted Marsh Bird 283, a3
Cherry Finch 18
Chestut and Black Warbling Finch 118,
1149, 120
Chestnut-breasted Finch 8o
Chestnut-eared Finch 124

GENERAL INDEX

Chestnut-flanked White Zebra Finch 126
Chills 363
Chinese Hill-tir 203
Chinese Necklaced Dove 3138, 342
Chinese White-eye 328
Choealate Mannikin 52
Cirrhesis of the liver 364
Cissa, Hunting 276
Citron-crested Cockatoo 156
Cocoidioss 364
Cockatiel 157
Cockaton,
Banksian 1314, 135
Black 134
Citron=crested 156
Greater Sulphur-crested 169
Leadbeater’s 182
Lesser Sulphur-crested 171
Major Mitchell’s 182
Parrot 157
Pink 1fa
Reed-tailed Black 135
Roseate 219, 228
Combassou 20
Whydah 21
Common Bluebird 319
Common Firefinch 21
Common Hangnest 262
Common Mynah 263
Common Waxhill o6
Conjunctivitis 364
Constipation 365
Conure, Queen of Bavara's 208
Convulsions {or fits) 165
Cordon Bleu a3
Giant 24
Crested Bromze-winged Finch s
Crested Bronze-winged Pigeon 340
Crimson-crowned Weaver 47
Crnmson Finch 24
Crimson-headed Brown's Parrakeet 152
Crimson-ringed Whydah g5
Crimson=winged Finch 6y
Crimson-winged Parrakeet 159, 161, 208
Crocodile Bird 268
Crop binding 365
Crop sickness 365
Cuban Amazon Parrot 161
Cuban Finch 23
Cut-throat 26, 100

Dramara Blackhead Canary 4
Derbyan Parrakeet 163
Dhyal Bird 266, 267, 111
Diamond Dove 341
Diamond Sparrow 2%

% Long-tailed Grassfinch 3o



GENERAL INDEX 77
Yiscases 16 tian Plover 268
. npc,w]“:;_f 3164 1IIr1:m: Grass Parrakeet 166
asthma 36ig Emerald Dove 345
cataract 364 Enteritis 363
chills 363 Evening Grosheak 31
cirrhosis of liver 364
coccidiosis 364
conjunctivitis 364 Fairy Bluchird 269
constipation 365 Feather plucking 360
convulsions or fits 364 Finchy,
crop binding 165 Alario 4
crop sickness 3645 Aurora 6
cgg binding 365 Australian 29
cnteritis 363 Bib 17, 18
feather plucking 360 Bicheno's g
French moult 366 Black 20
gapes 366 Black-crested 12, 13
mdigestion 167 Black-headed Lined 64
night frights 368 Black-rumped 10
overgrown beak 360 Blood 24
overgrown toe nails 368 Blue-faced Parrot 15
paralysis of legs 167 Bonaparte’s Warbling 118
red mite 368 Cherry 18
scabies of the leg 367 Chestour and Black Warbling 118, 119,
scaly-face 367 120
sunstroke 162 Chestnut=hbreasted 8o
tuberculosis 367 Chestnur-cared 125
vertigo 367 Chestrmr-Aanked White Zebra 126
Dominican Cardinal 83 Crested 57
Double-banded Finch 1o Crimson 24
Double-eyed Dwarf Parrot 1fig Crimson-winged 69
Dove, Cuban 25
Aszhy 313 Double-banded 10
Australian Green-winged 345 Fire- 73
Barred Ground 352 Fire-tailed 32
Cape 337, 339 Gouldian 38
Chinese Necklaced 338, 342 Green Singing 43
Diamond 141 Grey 48, 40
Emerald 345 Girey and White Warbling 117, 118, 119,
Harlequin 337 120
Indian Green-winged 144 Grey Singing 48, 40, 122, 123
Langhing 350 Lavender 62
Masked 337 Lined 64
Mamagua 137 Maja 52
Plumed Ground 346, 347 Melba 68
Pouddy Quail 348 MNutimeg 53
Sencgal 350 y Olive 25, 27
Zebra 152 Painted 39, 74
Drongo, Blue 260 Parson 74
Dufresne’s Waxbill 30 Pectoralis 79
Dwarf Parror, Pileated 36, 57
Black—checked 164 Pretry Warbling 118, 119, 120
Double-eyed 164 Purple 20
Purple-breasted 39
Cuail &6
Eastern Bluebird 319 Red-crested 56, 67
Eclectus Parrot, Red-sided 210 Red-faced 60, 100
Egg binding 364 Red-hcaded Parrot 101
L]
N .
-



378

Finch, comtimued
Ribbon 27
Ringed Warbling 12, 114, 119
Royal Parrot 1o
Saffron 107
Scaly-feathered 104
Sharp-tailed 54
Steel 20
Steel-blue 20-21
Strawherry §
Striated 44, 53
Warbling 118
White's Warbling 118
White-throated 64, 63
Yellowish 107
Yellow-rumped 8o
Yellow-rumped Grey Singing 122
Zebra gy, 125

Firefinch 73
Bar-breasted 110
Black-bellied 11
Blue-billed 15
Common 21
Giant 33
Jameson's 21, 6o
Keston Orange 22
Spotted 110
Vinaceows 114

Fire-tailed Finch 32

Fischer's Lovebird 168, 185, 189, 196, 194

Fischer's Whydah 84, 88
Flight cages 355
Flights 356, 157
Flycatcher,
Japanese Blue 297, 279
Tickell's Blue 316, 317
Verditer 318

hive 350

natural sources 359

table 350

vessels 357, 358, 159
Formosan Blue Pie 28g
French moule 366
Fruit Pigeon,

Jambu 147

Lilac—crowned 345, 346
Fruitsucker, Golden-fromted 272

Gapes 366
Giant Cordon Bleu 24
Giant Firefinch 22
Giant Whydah 13, 09, 127
Glossy Starling 313
Green 274
Long-tailed 20y
Purple-headed 275, 208

GENERAL INDEX

Gold-backed Whydah 120
Golden-bellied Grosbeak 14, 121
Golden-breasted Bunting 35
Golden-breasted Waxhill 17
Golden-cyed Babbler 270
Golden-fronted Fruitsucker 272
Golden-mantled Fosella Parrakeet 223
Golden-naped Whydah 78
Coolden Oriole Weaver 1o6
Golden-shouldered Parrakeet 175
Golden Song Sparrow 124, 125
Goldfinch, Himalayan 49
Gouldian Finch 38
Goupil’s Lory 238
Girassfinch,

Australian 18

Heck's Long-tailed 66

Long=tailed 30, 65

Masked 67

Modest 18
Girass Parrakeet,

Blue-winged 146, 167

Elegant 166

Orange-bellied 197

Rock 197, 216

Splendid 226, 228

Turguotsing 236
Greater Double—collared Sunbird 273
Greater Hill Mynah 263, 265
Circater ur-crested Cockaroo 169
Green Avadavat g1
Green Cardinal 42
Greenfinch, Himalayvan 49, so
Greenfood 344
Green Glossy Starling 274
Green Indian Ringneck Parrakeet 213
Green Jay,

Peruvian 294, 205

Venezuelan ags
* Green Leck ™ 137
Green Munia 41
Green Ilingm‘k Parrakeet 215
Green Singing Finch 43
Green Twinspot 45
Green-winged Dove, Australian 345
Green-winged Dove, Indian 344
Grenadier Waxhill, Purple 84
Grenadier Weaver 46
Grey-backed Whire-cye 328
Grey Finch 48, 49

Grey and White Warbling Finch 117, 118,

119, 120
Grey Grosbeak, Yellow-billed 71
Grey-necked Serin 43
Grey Parrot 171
African 143, 171, 172
Grey Sm.prlﬁ Finch 122, 123
x Canary hybrid 48, 49

=
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Grosbeak,
Blue 16
Brown-shouldered 16
Evening 31
Golden-bellied 35, 121
Red o1
Hoose-breasted 16, g1, 96, 122
Yellow-bellied 121
Yellow-=billed Grev 71
Yellow-mantled 121

Ground Dove, Plumed 346, 147

Half-masked Weaver 1o4, 106
Hangnest, Common 262
Harlequin Dowve 337

Heck's 1 .|.||||._';-l_1||.|.'|.1 Carassfinch 6
Hill-tit, Chinese 293

Himalayan Goldfinch 40
Himalayan Greenfinch 49, 50
Himalayan Yellow-backed Sunbird 301
Hooded Parrakeet 175

Hooded Siskin $o0

Housing and management 355-62
Hunting Cissa 276

Indian Green-winged Dove 344
Indian Mannikins 51

Indian Purple Sunbird 100
Indian Scarlet Mimiver 313
Indian Silverbill 54, 55

Indian Whte-cye 128

Indian Yellow Bunting gg
Indigestion 167

Indigo Bunting 54

Jackson's Whydah 57
Jambu Fruit Pigeon 347
Jameson's Firetinch 21, 6o
Japanese Blue Flycatcher 277, 279
Jardine's Parrot 179
Java Sparrow 6o
Whate fiz
Javan Maja 53
Jay,
Peruvian Green 204, 205
Veneruelan Green 204
Jay-thrush 170
Whate—crested 322
White=throated 324

* Katterfink ™ 124

Keston Orange Firclinch 22
King Parrakeet 8o

King Parror 201

Knwvsna Touracou 275

|..1'|I!.:h||||._'; Dove 350
|..I.|J_z|:|11||.; Thrush, White=crested 322
Lavender Finch 62
Layard's Parrakeet 181
Lazuli Bunting iy
Leadbearer’s Cockartoo 182
Lesser Double=collared Sunbird 302
Lesser Hill Mynah 266
Lesser 'HIlpl!:l.lr-q'rL':i!l:l.‘J Cockatoo 171
Lilac-breasted Roller 270
Lilac=crowned Fruit Pigeon 145, 346
Lined Finch #ig
Black-headed 6y
Little Bluchommet Parrakeet 141
Little Masked Weaver 1o6
Long-tailed Glossy Starling 200
Long-tailed Grasstinch 3o, 65
Heck's 66
Lllrli'.l.'L'I.
Red=collared 232
Varied 239
Laory,
Blue 238
Coupil’s 2318
Tahiti Blue 234, 238
Ultramarine 238
Lowebird,
Abyssiman 137
Black-checked 140, 141, 196, 199
Fischer's 168, 185, 189, 196, 108
Luting Nyasa 196
Madagascar 185, 199
Masked 185, 189, 196, 198
Myasa 141, 185, 189, 103, 106, 198
Peach-taced 185, 108, 200
Red-faced 185, 199, 208
Luting
Alexandrine Parrakeet 131
Myasa Lovebird 106
Plumi-headed Parrakeet 204

379

Ringneck Parrakeet 132, 133, 134, 214,

215

Madagascar Lovebird 185, 199
Magpie Rabim 266, 267
Maja Finch 52
Javan 53
Major Miatchell's Cockatoo 182
Malabar Parrakecet 186
Malachite Sunbird 282
Management and housing 3 55-62
Moannikin,
Black-headed 52
HBronze-wimged 17, 52
Chocolate 52
Tindian 51
Rufous-backed 17, 18



ko GENERAL INDEX
Mannikin, comtinued Occipital Blue Pic 288

Tri-caloured 52 Olive Finch 25, 27

Two-coloured 17, 1§ Olive Pigeon 348

White-headed 52 Ungc-g:ﬁicd Cirass Parrakeet 197
Many-colour Parrakeet 175, 187, 223 Orange-billed Saltator 71
Marsh Bird 283

r Orange-billed Tanagers 71
Cayenne Red-breasted 283, 285 Orange—cheeked Waxhill 72
Red-breasted 286, 287 Orange Troupial 262
Yellow-headed 283 Orange Weaver 70, 731
Masked Dove 117 Onole, Black-headed 254
Masked Grassfinch fig Owergrown beak 369

Masked Lovebird 184, 189, 106, 198 Ohvergrown toe nails 368
Mealy Roosella Parrakeet 190, 223

x Red Rosclla hybrid 191
% Redrump hybrid 191

. Pamnted Finch 39, 74
Melba Finch 68 Pale-headed Roosella Parrakeet 191
Mexican Bananaquir 285 Palm Tanager 107
;llt_:yr:r‘!sl‘m 193 Paradise Parrakeet 175
ice 358, 350 ise Tanager
Military Starling 286, 287 i Twh?mhagé' s
M;m‘;i:t. doci Broad-tailed 78
ndian Scarlet 313 Paralysis of legs 367
Short-billed 312 Parrakeet
Modest Grassfinch 18 Adelaide 248
Moreton Bay Rosella Parrakect 191 Alexandrine 131
Mountain Bloebird 287, 320 Bamard's 246
Mountain Tanager, Blue-shouldered 254 Barraband's 137
Mulgla Parrakect 187 Bauer's 246
m:r“::]-. Gireen 41 Bluchbonnet 141
S Blue-winged
Eh‘k'“ﬂ"ﬁ;d 257 Bourke's 145{]““ 146, 167
ommon 263 Brown's 151, 223
GrcalrrHlj:;ﬂ:;f]. 265 Brown's x Rosella hybrid 152
Lesser Hil J Crnmson-headed Brown's 152
Crimson-winged 159, 161, 208
Derbyan 163
Elegant Cirass 166
MNamagua Dove 337 Crolden-mantled Rosella 223

Mapoleon Weaver 70, 112
Maretha Bluebonnet Parrakeet 141
Mecklaced Dove, Chinese 138, 142
Mest boxes 160
Mew Zealand Parrakeer,
Red-fronted 104, 195
Yellow-fronted 193, 243
Mew Zealand Zosterop 329
 Nightigate, Virginian *
ale, Virginian ™ 117
Nilllgm. F%ufmn-bﬁmﬁcd 278, 104
Monpareil Bunting 70
Pintailed 81
Morfolk Island Parrakeet 193
MNun,
Black-headed 52
Whire-headed 2
MNutmeg Finch 53
Myasa Lovebird 141, 185, 180, 194, 106, 198
Lutino 196

Golden-shouldered 175
Green Indian Ringneck 213
Hooded 175

King 150

Layard's 181

Lutino Plum-headed 204
Malabar 186

Many-colour 175, 187, 223
Mealy Rosclla 1g9o, 223
Moreton Bay Rosella 191
Mulga 187

Maorfolk Island 193
Orange-bellied Grass 197
Pale-headed Rosella 191
Paradise 175

Pennant's 199

Pileated 201

Plum-headed 204

Port Lincoln 246

Princess of Wales 205
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Parrakect, continned
Queen Alexandra’s 205
Red-capped 201
Red-fronted New Zealand 104, 104
Foed Rosella 191, 192
Redrump 175, 191, 211
Red-winged 139
Rangneck 54, 186, 213
Rock Grass 197, 216
Foock Peplar 218
Rosella 203, 222
le,cmjiu,i Grass 226, 228
Stanley 230
Turquoisine (rass 236
Yellow-bellicd 248
Yellow-fronted Mew Zealand 193, 243
Yellow-naped 245
Yellow Redrump 211
Yellow-rumped 247
Parrot,
African Grey 143, 171, 172
Black-checked Dwart 164
Bluc-crowned Hanging 208-9
Blue-fronted Amazon 143
Cockatoo 157
Cuban Amaron 161
Double—eyed Dwarf 164
Finch,
Bluc-faced 15
Red-hecaded 101
"‘“'.'""I' 102
Grey 171
Jardine's 179
Kmg 201
Meyer's 193
Red-capped 203
Red-sided Eclectus 210
Salvin's Amazron 224
.\'-rrlrg.ﬂ 197, 104, 224
White-fronted Amaron 161
Yellow-fronted Amazon 240, 241
Parson Finch 78
Peach-faced Lovebird 185, 198, 209
Pectoralis Finch 79
Pekin Roobin 293
Pennant's Parrakect 100
Perches 345
Peruvian Green Jay 294, 203
Pie,
Formosan Blue 289
Occipital Blue 288
Pigeon,
Bartlett's Bleeding-heart 333
Blue-headed 335
Bronze-winged 336
Brush |!r|1l1h‘-Wll:!;_1:|] 336
Crested Bronze-winged 340
Jambu Fruit 347
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Pigeon, continmed
Lilac—crowned Fruit 3145, 346
Olive 348
Roameron 348
Scallop-necked 149, 151
Spinifex 147

Pileated Finch $6, 57

Pileated Parrakeet 201

Pink Cockatoo 182

Pintailed Monpareil &1

Pintailed Whydah 82, 88, By

Pitta, Bengal 253

Plover, Egyptian 268

Plum=coloured Starling 251

Plumed Ground Dove 3146, 147

Plum-headed Parrakeet 204
Lutino 204

Pope Cardinal 83, 85

Port Lincoln Parrakeet 246

Pretty Warbling Finch 118, 119, 120

Princess of Wales Parrakeet 205

Purple-breasted Finch 39

Purple-crested Touracou 297

Purple Finch 20

Purple Grenadier Waxhbill 84

Purple-headed Glossy Starling 275, 208

Purple Sunbird j00
Indian 300

Caail Dove, ]Lu;ll]:,-' 148

Cuaail Finch 86

Cluarrion 157

Cueen Alexandra's Parrakeet 205
Chacen of Bavaria’s Conure 208
Chseen “-'h_',"d.lh B3

Rainbow Bunting 8¢
Rameron Pigeon 348
Red-backed Yellow Bunting 35
Red-beak 108
Red-billed Weaver oo
Red-breasted Marsh Bird 286, 287
Red Canary 51
Red-capped Parrakect 201
Red-capped Parrot 203
Red-collared Lorikeer 232
Feed-collared Whydah g3

% Yellow-backed Whydah o3
Red-crested Cardinal 83, Bs, 05, 06
Red-crested Finch 56, 57
Red-cared Bulbul 262
Red-cared Waxhill o6, o8
Red-faced Finch 6o
Red-faced Lovebird 185, 190, 208
Red-flanked White-eye 328
Red-fronted Mew Zealand Parrakeet 194,

iy




182

Foed Grosbeak g1

Red-headed Bunting o8, oo
Red-headed Finch 100
Red-headed Gouldian Fiach 38
Fed=headed Parrot Finch 101
Red mite 368

Red-naped Whydah o3

Red Poosella Parrakeet 191, 102

Redrump Parrakeet

ITS: 1Ol 211
Yellow 211

Red-sided Eclectus Parrot 210

Roedstart, Wi '!:-'-..II.".u.'\.I 1

Red Sunbirds 301

Roed-tatled Black Cockaton 135

Red-venred Bluebonner 141
Red-vented Balbul 26
ed-wing
K
i

d Parrak: 159
plendent Combassou 21

Ringed Warbling Finch 12, 118, 119

Ringneck Parmkeet 54, 186, 2

Cireen Indian 213

Lutino 132, 133, 115
Rohin,

American Blue 119

Magpic 266, 267

Pekin 291y
Rock Grass Parrakeet 197, 216
Ruock Pe p';.n Parrakcet 218
Roller, Lilac-breasted 279
Roodeber 108

Rooseare Cockatoo 219, 328

ose=breasted Grosbeak 16, gp, of, 122

Rosella Parrakeet 203, 22
Golden=mantled 223
Mealy 190, 223
Maoreton Bay 1g1
Pale-headed 191
Roed 191, 1g2
Western 231

Royal Parrot Finch 1oz

Rooval Soarling 303

Ruddy Quail Dove 348

Roubicanda 104

Roufous-backed Mannikin 17, 18

Rufous-bellicd MNiltava 278, 104

Roufous-necked Weaver 104

Pouss's Weaver 1

Saffron Finch 1o7

Saint Helena Secdeater 45
Samnt Helena Waxhill 108
Saltator, Orange-balled 71
Salvin's Amazon Parrot 224
Sand 150

Scabies of the leg 367
Scallop-necked Pigeon 349, 351

GENERAL

Scalv=crowned Weaver 108
Scaly-tace 167
Scalv=feathered Finch 100
Scarler Muniver, Indian 113
Scarlet Tanager 106
Sevdeat T,

St. Helema 45

Sulphur-coloured 45

gal Parrot 193, 104, 224
Senegal Touracou 298
SCTI

Greyv-necked 45

Yellow -:||'||p-.'-.| 122
Shafi-tailed Whydah 88
Shama jo7
Sharp-tailed Finch 54
Shelters 336, 157, 36
Short=balled Mindvet 312
Sibia, Black=headed 256
Sick bards, detecnion of 360
Silverhill,

African 1

Indian 54, 55
Siskin,

Hooded so

Venczuelan Red 51
Siva, Blue-winged 26¢
Sparrow,

Diamond 28

Golden Sor i 124, 125
Java 6o .

Whate 62

Yellow 134, 125

Speckled-fronted Weaver 108, 110

Spice Bird 53, 54
Spmifex Pigeon 347
Splendid Grass Parrakeet 226, 228
Splendid Sunbard 303
Spotted Firefinch 110
Spreo Starhing 313
Stanley Parrakeet 230
Starling,
Amethyst 251
Glossy 113

Lsreen 274
Long-tailed 299
Purple=headed 275, 208
Military 286, 287
Plum-coloured 251
Rooyal 303
Sprea 313
Verrcaux's 241
Steel=blue Finch ao-=21
Steel Finch 2o
Strawberry Finch
Striated Finch 54, 55
Sugar Bird, Yellow-winged 324

INDEX
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Sulphur-ca sloured Seedeater 45
IL|.|||Pl_:.||r—c,'r|"l|.r|';! Cockatoo,
Csreater 169
Lesser 171
Sunbard,
Amethyst 302
Amethyst-rumped joa
Bronee 261
Circater Double—collared 273
Himalayan Yellow-backed 301
Indian Purple 300
Lesser Double-collared 3oz
Malachite 282
|'|.:|rp':-.' Lol
Red 301
Splendid 303
Sundevall’s Waxbhill 111
Sunstroke 362
Superb Tanager 315
Swainson's Lonkeer 232
Swee Waxhill 30
Svdney Waxhall 110, 111

Taha Weaver 7o, 112
ahiti Blue Lory 234, 238
Tanager,
Blue=showuldered Mountam 258
Calliste 291, 202
i I¢_||||-;|_--|1'_':'|-_'.| 71
Palm o7
Paradise 291, 202
Scarlet 06
Superb 315
Violet 107
Thrush, Jav

Ser Jay-=thrush

Tickell's Blue Flycatcher 316, 317

Toucan Barber 317
Touracou,
Knysa 278
Purple-crested 2u7

Sencgal
I'ravelling box 362
I'ri=coloured Manmkimn sz
Trevupaal,

Llrange 262

Yellow-headed 284
TMiberculosis 367
Turquoisine Grass Parrakeer 236
Iw mspoE, Careen 45
I'wo=coloured Manmkin 17, 18

LMtramarine Lory 218

Varied Lorikeet 239
Varied Nonparcil 113
Venezuclan Green Jay 204
Venezucelan Red Siskin 51
Verditer Flvcarcher 318

Verrcaux's Starling 251

Versicolour Bunting 113

Verngo 367

Vinaceous Firefinch 114

Violet—cared Waxhill 84, B8, 114

Violet Tanager 307

Virginian Cardinal 42, 116
Virginian NIF;!'IIIIIHJIL' B )

Warbling Finch 118
H-llll.l['l.luTh"'- 118
Chestnuot and Black 118, 119,
Grey and White 117, 118, 119,
Pretty 118, 1149, 120
|i‘.|:|__q|.'l.'. 12, 118, 119
Wihate's 118

W axhall,
Aurora )
Black-checked 11, 21
Black-crowned 13, 14
Bluc=breasted 24
Blue-capped 15

Lo g
Dafresne’s 30
Golden-breasted 17
Orangy ~checked 72
Purple Grenadier 84
Red-cared p6, 108
St. Helena 108
Sundevall's 111
Swee 30

Sydney 110, 111
Violet-eared By, 88, 114
Yellow-=bellied 121

Weaver,
Abyssimian 106
Atlas 106
Baya 7

Bishop 47
Black-and-yellow 123
Crimson-crowned 47
Golden Oriole 106
Cirenadicr 46
Half-masked 104, 106
Little Masked o6
Mapoleon 70, 112
Orange 70, 73
Red-hilled 9o
Rufous-necked 103
Rouss's g1
Scaly-crowned 108
Speckled-fronted 108, 110
I'aha 70, 112
Y ellow=shouldered 123

Western Bluchird 288, 10

Western Foosella 231

White and Grey Warbling

nch 118, 1
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White-capped Redstart 321
White—crested Jay-thrush 322
White~crested Laughing Thrush 322
White-cye 328

Cape 328

Chinese 328

Grey-backed 328

Indian 328

Red-Aanked 328
White-fronted Amazon Parrot 161
White-headed Mannikin sz
White-headed Nun 52
White Java Sparrow iz
White's Warbling Finch 118
White-throated Finch 64, 65
White-throated Jay-thrush 324
Whydah,

Broad-tailed Paradise 78

Combassou 21

Crimson-ringed 95

Fischer's 4, 88

Giant 33, 99, 126

Gold-backed 120

Gaolden-naped 75

Jackson’s 57

Paradise 76

Pintailed 82, 88, 8g

Clueen 88

Red-collared 93

x Yellow-backed g5

Red-naped g5

Shafi-tailed &8

Yellow-backed 120

GENERAL INDEX

Yellow-backed Sunbird, Himalayan 301

Yellow-backed Whydah o3, 120

Yellow-bellied Grosbeak 121

Yellow-bellied Parrakeet 248

Yellow-bellied Waxhill 123

Yellow=hilled Cardinal 84

Yellow-billed Grey Grosheak 71

Yellow Bulbul, Black—crested 254, 255

Yellow-fronted Amazon Parrot 240, 241

Yellow-fronted MNew Zealand Parrakeet
193, 243

Yellow-headed Gouldian Finch 38

Yellow-headed Marsh Bird 283

Yellow-headed Troupial 284

Yellowish Finch 1o7

Yellow-mantled Grosbeak 121

Yellow-na Parrakeet 245

Yellow- mip Parrakeet 211

Yellow-rumped Finch 8o

Yellow-rumped Grey Singing Finch 122

Yellow-rumped Parrakeet 247

Yellow-rum Serin 122

Yellow-sh Weaver 123

Yellow Sparrow 124, 125

Yellow-winged Sugar Bird 324

Yuhina 327

Zebra Dove 352 I
Zebra Finch 99, 124
Zosterop 328

Mew Zealand 320
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