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ADYERTISEMENT

< r
FROM THE PUBLISHER.

€

n .
We now lay before our “kind spatrons, the Sab-
seribers to this Work, the Jast Voluie of the
Bririzn Binps,-the CDIEEIHSiuI.‘r:‘ of this now volu- :
minons Publicatioiy Sand in mkin,_f;';n.m{vnll, we
know uot whethér pleasure or pain most predomi-
nates on the occasipn. It is now ten ypars since
we started this ,:Jrujéct-, in the -::-ullllu{:thjrq of which
we have been most anxious for its compliteness in
every respect, antl the ortriordinary suceess it has
met with, and still cobtinues to.enjoy, proves our
solicifude has not been aftogether in vain. We ardfot
insensible, lm-.-rc-:d,'to the qimm'iulauuc,‘ foat many
improvements are z:mmrnu!“ anid _]:'.ul we the same
task to begin now, our course would be somewhat
different from that which we have just terminated ;
but the fdct of the 'llighest. talent procurdble having
been engaged on many of-the Volumes, we trust
must have convineed our readers of our anxiety to
do our best ; and”considering the vast body of in-
£ s ¥ = _x
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x ANYERTISEMENT.

formation «n Naturzl History which our Velumes »
cont~in, accessible in o pleasing and easy a maGner,
we are vain enough to flatter ourselves in thinking
we have suceocded, *mu] that our Work has given
tone and relish to the timpes in Wwhich we Itu.‘, for
such rational and elevated pursuits, to the exelu-
sion of some cthers, not exactly go profitable to the
human mind. o
The Narvnavst’s LiBrRaRY now clusists of

- FORTY VOLUMES, =
each containing the ordinary portion of letter-press
in similar publications, It with the unprecedented
and still unique nm_'nhér of "

UPT AR™S O THIRTY I;Li"'r‘E‘_ﬁ IN EACH.
> =

- P

There .are Thirteen “'r'::-lum.ﬂa devoged to the
Natural Hjstory of Animals; Fouriven Volumes to
Birds; ®even Volumes to Insects ; and Six Volumes
to Fishes, together affurd!ng the most comprehen-
sive digest on thoss branches of Zoologieal Egience
extint, and, we trust, real:smg in some degree the
expectativns we held out in our driginal Prospeetus,
The following isTa list of the Authors” Names and
the Subiects treated by each . — .

(.‘-ur.o:in- CHARLES Hun‘.m:r S, K1, 4 Volumes,—
I, Introduction to Mammalia ; 2. Horses; 3. Dogs;
4. Do,

WILLIAM Ewnl:um*t."r‘.-qulm. 8 Volumes.—1. Flyeatehers ;
2, Birds of Yostera Africa; 3. Binls of Western Africa,
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.
Fmipesux_Joux Sifs ny, ll,nqmm u'l' Twl:.,ll *ﬁ:ﬂ.um_—_
= L. Pigeons ; 2. Perrots,  »
KEv. . Duscan, 6 Vohumes—1. Infroductjon to Entofie-
logy; 2. Beetles; 3. Foreign Butterflies ; 4. Exotie
Moths: 5. Dritish Butterflies ; 5. Jitish Moths,
Rev, D Dosnan, 1 Yolume safife Honey fee, &e.
Ronear Hamrurox, ]:r.qmm, Meld,, 4.V dlumes.—1. Amphl-
bious Carmivora § 2, W Iu‘__'lu.h, 3 llnhllbll Fului 4. Biri-
tish Fislics,
WitLiaxm MACGILLIVRAY, ].ng'l.urc, Professor of Notural
History, Mgrischa® Coflefe, Aberdeen, | ‘mluuu L

- British Quadrupeds, ® e
G. A, Warennouvss, Esquire, 1 ".-,:.um; on Marsupial
Animals. ® P T

R. H. ‘if_lmnm..nﬁn Esquire, 2 V DIH]I‘IP!- on lha Fishes of
British Guiafh,

De. Brsamax, 1 Veolume on the ?ructum u-frlalltnp &e.

Sk WitLian Janmisg, Baroget, 1% *Volumes—1, Hum-
ming_Birds; 2. Humming Birds; & Peacocks, Phea-
sants, &c. ; 4. GameDirGs; 5. Britich Dinis ;& Piritish
Birds ; 7. Dritish Birds ; 8. Dritish Birds; SeMonkeys ;
10, Lions, flifers; &c.; 1. Thick Skinned Animals:
12, Sheep, Oxen, &7.; 13. Deer; 14. Fishes of the

Perch kind. L4 [A L3 iy

The Work altu"cthfr cmtfnms upwards of One
Fhousand Two Hundred hq{l Eighty Plates, npon~ ©
which are re]areacntm]. more than Feur J]mu"';:unl
Figures of Natural ﬂbjzcta, drawn, engrav vord, "and
mhrured mostly from Liwing Ppecimens, and de-
seribed either fromg direct observation, or from the
most recent and best sowrces ofeinfobmatizn,

We beg Ica.$¢ to offer our best thanks to Micnaen .
Braxp, Esq., St -Leonard’s-on- -8&a, for the Chrono- *
logical Table of the Autfors whose'lives are given

A
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at the commencement of each ¢ the V ulmuvh ; amdd
we cannot on'thiz' to ws, peeliar occasion, refrain
from respeetfully wad affoctionhtely offering Sur most
prateful acknowledgments to Al our Friends, the
Contributors to ‘the Work, together with our ta-
lented Editor, <o whooe umt.ed exertions its pros-
perity” has been attribetable ; to the Curators of the
British Mugouin, the Roval Edinburgh Museum,
the Zoological” Socicty of ]',uut]uu, the Fort Pitt
Musieam nt Chatham,—the Surrey, the Ll"-er;mu];
and the Edinturgh Zoological f'urt]ﬂns,—and to
the Ewil ef DtﬂJ} s superh Collections,—together
with many prisate Museums wlhigh have been no-
ticed during the progress of the Work through the
Press, eur gratefel thanks are most cheerfully of-
fored. Nor cae we Igt slip this last opportunity of
again 'H,‘L;:m._l . our obligfiions to M, StEwant,
our pmil:lp.ll Dranghtsman, atd to our Riend M.
Baxze, who has all along .wpnnntnndud the Print-’
ing and ['olnurmﬂ- of the numesrons Plates,

-
. L

3, 5r. Javes' sqt_unr_," :
July, 1833, . * »
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ALEXANDER WILSOWN,

r :
o r [

A recuLiar usefulness in biogzaphical wifings is-
in’ their presenting to the reader thg characters of
the persons whose Mmumrs arg recorded, in de-
tails, from which all can drpw.conclusions at ence
instructive and mterc-"t.mf, ’seei'ng Lhpt sthe mo-
dels are taken from real olgcqis and the parti-
culars Trom real iwgidenfs; but we campot Imlp
remarking, that the lives of those whose pursuits *
Lave been dirdotéd to the study and contemplation
of Nature, possess “charm peculiar to themselves.
True, there may be neitherthe &tirring divssr pomp
of war, nor the exating Jurméil Ei.lg(."ﬂdﬂrl.‘ll by poli-
tical struggles for supremacy, in the histories of
geuch men; but nevertheless, the calm and plivr:rl
tenour of their pilgeihage to the “dark \'nlli-y may
be marked with much that i 15 most jnstructive.

In the Naturalist's L1'l:-x1.rj, we lmm rccunlu,d
the histories of no less than forty-one Such persons, &
all of which are mérked With much interest, and
many most instructive, both in a historical and

» Seo Chronologieal List.at the ofid of the present Memoir.
FL - b

-
* - -
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,"’l nl'n'l point of view. ‘%-Who that first perused the

qf tlm ?c{umugr of Amintle‘ did not rise from
) g@n"’tm! pleasure ! The former,
li.i s ‘coftsidesoid that the preceptor of Alex-
ander wak cqually well” mﬁlmted upon almost all
matters of Natural “\menn.' with the most accom-
plished modern -scholar; nur] the latter, when we
«cald that the great and pr}neel}' pupil, amidst the
stirring ecenes which ocenpicd his shert Lut illus-
trious life, found lsisure to study the worls of
the Creatos and Lord of all, and to —ollect those
ohjecis, during his mighty campaigres, the examina-
tion of which he_knew would be gratifying to his
teacher. © In =mny othér of these Lives, there are
incidents fully as, inferesting, though relating to
persons 'af fpss nore than the great Stagirite. In
that of Pliny, the cl:rnnolng}r of "HutumIasts,..lf we
may be permitted the expiession, imnay Ue said to be
bronght down to the mext eycle, while those of
Aldrovandus, Ray, Linnwmus, and Sloane reach nearly
to our own time; and in this our last volume, it is
our purpose to devote our usual space to the Me-
miir of an individual meving in a more Lumble
sphere, and shall now proceed to narmate the prinei-
pal incidents in the life of ArexaxpeEr Witsos,

whose great work on the Grniﬂ]ulugy of North Ame-"

=iea will carry his name to latest posterity.®

R
* The watcerials from which this Memalr s taken are to be
furtnd o the Life of Wieon aecomapanying = Wilson's Ameri-
ean Orilthology,™ by-Sir William Jnnhm, Bart. Three vols.
domy Fro.
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f : ALEXANDER WILSON.Y ! " "’9

. The father of tris remarkable person svas Alex- .
ander,Wilson, a weaver in the town of P«‘iﬂlﬂj';' et
bore the character of being a Shrewd, upright, Tnd
sensible man.  His eldest soh,, Alexander, better
known as “ Wilson the*A inerican Ornithologise,”

was born in that town on the Gth July, 1766, We

have little account of Wiigon's childhood ; but as it
appears that his parents had determined to set him .
apart for the sacred’ offree’ at so early an age s his
tentheyear, we may infer that he-had evinced some "
wental precocity. That such was their yurpose is
manifest from a moem, descriptive of hiinself, under
the title of “ The Solitary Thtor,” written by Wil-
son after he had settled in America, and ir which
this passage occurs : P i

r € = 2
“ His parents saw, with partial, fond &e]'rg?ﬁﬂnﬁ €
Unfolding genfue,erown their fostering eare,
"And talk'd with tears ofetlint enmpturing sight, -
When, elud in i Jolin L.:u'l.'m, with sclemn air, 5
The walls of God's own house shiuld cfho hack his @y e
- "
In pursuance of this intention, he was placed under
the chasge of Mr. Barlas,” then a stiident of divinity-—
but his kind and affectionate mother having dicd
soon afterwards, and his father h:u'irhg ere-lihg eu-
tered into a sccond afarriage] and found himself
unable to defray the expenses of a libefal edulation
for his son, the youtk was, at the age of phirtecn,
bound apprentice for three years, as a weaver in
Paisley, to William Duncan, whe had married lis

cldest sistor. g " =
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ntifin 4o his master's interesy, though Im-hpt no
op rtunity of induging in the perusal of such
books ps he could, procure. “To his short tuition
under 1Ir. Barlas may m part be traced the bent
which bis young mind acquired-for literature, and
which laid the fcundatich of his future fame as a
Naturalist and a.Poet; while, to the same cause,
the uistaste and reluctance with which he com-

.ﬁyﬁu; 4he term of Lis indentare, he paid every

" pleted Lis apprent’ceship may, in some measere, be

aseribed.  Op the expiry of his apprenticeship he
wrowe upon his jindenture ® the- fullowing lines,
which at once b1:'I.r1§‘ that distaste, and show that
at the uge of.sixteen by had attempted the composi-
tion of verses:
A oy 5 - -
“ Py Zeot to a° the warld in thyme,
That wi' right mickle wark an® toil- ‘
Fon:three lang yoars I've ser't-my time,
. Whiles feasted wi' the hazdi ol — A iluat, 1702,

He now commenced the laborious and mono-
tonous task of Jc-umprm:m weaver, which he pro-

zacuted for about four years, partly in Pakley and

partly. in the n.ghbouring pagish of Lochwinnoch,
to which his father I ﬁnd removed.  But higher feel-
ings often bor: the mastery over his anxiety 10
perform hLis allotted labour, and led him to indulge
his romantic fancy in vambling among jhe fine rural
scenery with which the district abounds.

" * ‘This document i still preservod, being in the possession
of Mr. James Clark, thread-manafacbarer, Palsdey,

- -l
.

" - -
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ALEXANDER WILSOY

The-eallics of Lis youthful wii
amon{ his L‘I'lll'!@!liﬁl‘lﬁ, S00M (p"rlu.][(_ql
periority ; while auch a power shortly afterw
turned out a most nl'mg{ TOUS, l"‘u:i..lt.}' in ha“l]ﬂ such
as ]11'1

lhllmﬂr his residence at anhwmnnch heenjoyed
the reputation of a sober _{mnd woikman ; still, the
thought that '!w had been disappointed in his am-
hll'.luu to fill & higher splmru,—-lus utter distaste
for «tlie trade to which he had’%een destined,—
together with The ﬁ.n]mrf-: which his nj..-.] € literary
education Jlndr.mﬂccucd, g atly ||Lh.rl'r:rul with
the regular performance of histedious tasks. Added
to t||E‘:|t the proximity of the romantie banks of
the river Calder,® and the recesces of the woods
of Castle-Semple, oftenullured hin frori #5¢ loom,
and colfirmed that pnm:nmmss and diffidence in
L= tumpﬂnmcnt “llmb never afterwards left him.
It was dunnﬂ thow mmhlr:a that he l:—mudml aver
what he rmwgltml his hard f"tt-:, and laid mafy airy
echemes for his futdre edurse in the world ; it was
here also he first was affected with the admiration n
of Nature :—her green “mdlauds and clear run-
ning streams, her hrEulm" brooks, with the,fleecy
elouds of a Scottish sky—as scen 1 this "IJ-L.mi;fuI
district—he n["tcr“nrds happily contrasted, in his
poetical eﬂuamns with the glowing lights u.ud -~

" * The l.umkl of the Calder fumnished the lm.'l:lmtu for the
tale of * The Disconsolate '-.'u'nn," which is marked with grect
feeling and simplicity, apd cyinees accurite u'r.w.-rmtm of the
pature and mauncrs of the birds introduced. "
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‘, Fegtje A l:'I‘-.!‘ﬂf fhe Western Heofisphere,  Wo find, %
,h'l 1|'gm.e::..’g:1nbr of his felings antl habits, abot this
“time, in the I'uIlu*m:lrr language: -
s Hcm oft, bc'ni:.lh the :l.'l:.'l.de,, I h‘nc'[j* stray,
Whea moming opes, or evening shuts the day;
Or when, more “lack thau night, stern Fate appears,
With sll her train of pale, despairing foars,—
Fhe winding walk, the solitary wood,
Theuncoath grotto, melancholy, rade ;
My refuge there: the attending muse to eall, - {
Or i I ope’s lofty page to lose them all? -
Wilson having returaed to Paisley, wrought along
with Mr. David Brodie, afterwards a schoolmaster,
in a tiwo-loom shep ; and so reserved was the dispo-
sition of the mae, that nesrlythree weeks clapsed
before the felInw-upemmcﬁ entbrod into cenversa-
tion, asd eommenced that frisndship, which neitker
tine nor distance could obliterate. Brbdie being his
superior in edoecation, was of much use in Wilson's
studies of the Latin classics # and in addition to
_ these, he at this period perused some of the most ,
esteemed English poets.” Much of his timie, while
workiog at his dreary Lnak *was taken up with
these favourites, and. many a broken thread was
the eonsequence. The same a.cqnnmtunce deseri
him as of g very thoughtful tum of mind, con- A
stantly thinking aloud, and giving vént to poeti-
cal effusions, which Lis keen imagination applied to
the leading incidents of the day, or to the beauties
of his last rural ;amble, He*would often indulge
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~ in abstraction or severie, and delighted i what may s

be termed day dréams.  So great was the r&r‘ﬁmm
enjoyed in such_ fancies, thiat he would frequently
retire to bed during the drhy, with the hope of
following up these imprés;bns, His salitafy musing
rambles were stil continued, and often extended to
the residence of his father and*femily, or to the
banks of his favourite Calder; and as the game-
laws were tlien not s¢ strict as at prescet, “a fur,
wasehis frequent companion, alvl poaching some-
times the result. To such expeditiotrs may le
assigned his first lessons at diseriminating various
sorts of game, both here pnd pn the American
Continent. W L e n
Wilson, at this period, while-on a visit to his
brother-in-law, William Dunean, af.-Qr<ineferry
on the Forth, agreed to accompany hinron a busi-
ness excursivn to some ¢f the eastern districts of
Scotland, tht gregtest distance he had travelled from
the place of his birth. It "n-nf (Turiu'g this Journey
that the new scenss awd variety ol incident met
with, induced him to form the notion of becoming _
a travetling-merchant or packiman, a change which
he esteemed: preferalle to the irksome drudgery of
the loom ; and being assistgd by kind friends, he

“was, as he informs us, ¢ fitted up with a proper

budget, consisting of silks, muslips, prints, &e. &e.~
for the acommmodatibn of those good pedple who
may prove his customers,” a=d with a light heart
he commenced his new and”mere varied career,
sanguine of success,’ ° R

fa .
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4 Jedph the pedlar i
- —— ¥ hare & curious [net‘lt,-
= ¥ With triakets fir'd, and had a n'au]:- knack
At eolping rhyr—=.

He persevered for some timé in this itineramt
life, whila the novelty mui beantits of the country,
or its nnm]mh‘-l, called fl:ll'th his admiraticn and
interest.  Ome of-his pagsions was to visit all the
chureliyards which came id his way, and he col-
lected aliove three oundred epitaphs, some of Fhich
were veiy cutious, but, with his other desultory
wrilings, have beea lost.  'We learii from several of
his poems written aboat this time, during the hours
not occlipied: in his fitiguing journeys, that he
Legan to feel the-Jife of a pedlar was not all sun-
shine &1 "spmfost, and masy petty anmoyances

w=ides coll and hunger assailed*him. In a letter
to Mr. Alexander Clark, he dnaumntes‘ himself o -

— * loncly pcdl._r
" Beneath a In:l_nf silk and sorrows bent

and in anotbpr leiter, ‘compares his former more

anmfortable bed with his easconcoment in o barn @

“ Thy dark damp walls—the roof. scarce coper’d o'er—
The wiad wild whistling through the cold barn door.”

Weary and disgusted with such scenes, he re
turned to Paisley ; and having lost confidence in his
journeys as a travellifig-merchant, entartained the
fond hope of securing both fame and fortune from
the publication of his poems, which had now accu-
mulated to & copsiderable*stétk.  Anxious that




ALEXANDER WILSOX. C o 22h

- some one qualified should correct any imrmnunir in
the MS8,, he applied to Mr. Crichton of the Town's
]lu:pll'ﬂ a man of sterling “worth;—his faithful
friend in ndwr-ut._',, and lis ‘“nthusiastic admirer,
whose approbation of the fitile volume determined
our author and poct to hazard the speculation of
printing it ; and having * committsd the contents of
Lis pack” to the handbill” which .we transeribe, he

. sallied forth a cecond time, “ to make one bold* push
for the united interest of pack and poems.” «

o ADYV EI{TI,S-FH ENXT EXITR *.GIIDH&AﬁY i

Fuir ladies, I prnv. for one moment to .Ftny,
Until with sulumission I tell xon, *

What mnsling so carious, for «1scs &3 varous, °
A pogt has here Lrought to sell yoy.*

-- .
Here's handkerchicfs rﬂ.n'.m:ing H bou]l-';nuulit.a'likfgrminu,
Brotaded, striped, corded, and cheek'd ; 2
Gweet Venis, they say, pn Clipid's birth-day, "
In British-wnde z.nulfil.m was dech’d.

If these can't content ye, here's musling in plenty, ™
From one shilling v to asdgzen;

That Juno might wear, and more beauteous appear,
When shie means*che old Thanderer (o eozen, —

Here are fine jaconets, o0 numberless sebs,
With spotted and sprigged festoons ; .
o And lovely tambours, with elegaiit iln'm;tr,
For bonnets, cloaks, aprons, or gowns. . "
r Now, ye Fajr, if ye chocse any plece to peruse,
With pleasure 1'Ml instantly show it : ‘
If the Pediar should fail to be faviur'd with sale,
Then [ hope youll enceurage thie Poet.”
#£ " Jowrnal, Pesms, 24 Edit.

L™ '
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Ou thir journey he was induccd by his acquaint-
anzes Lo commence km‘}:mﬂ aJoumnal, which was
his first essay at prese writing, and evineed a clear-
ness in the perception of human nature, liveliness
in the aatration of tue nciderts presented to his
observation, and graphie power, in displaying the
beauties of the scenery which he traversed, seldom
surpassed.  Iis road lay through the Lothians to
Edigturgh and Dunbar; fron whenceshaving crossed
the Fozth, he trivelled over the county of Fife,
making every effort with both his efferings to the
Girrces and the Muses, but in each of which he
was miserably disappointed. He wntes thus to Mr.
Brodiefrom Edinburgh, “ A packman is a charac-
ter which none estéem, “and almost every one de-
spises- Tl idea Which ?u.'uple.ﬂ} all ranks entertain
of them is; “that they are mean spirited, loguacious
liars, cunning and illiterte.”—=* When any gne
npplms toa gunten] person, ]‘Tctﬂldlug to be a poet,
he is *reated witls ridieule and contempt ; and even
though ‘he should produce a specimen, it is either

th]‘ﬂ“‘llﬁl'l:].l:k"‘ig'llﬂ “lthuut bein § thuught worthy of :

=eruzal, or elss read with [m.-Ju wee.” It may thus
be l:-:l.gl} gathered that his sncgess in the sale of his
poetical offusipns had pmved almost eompletely fal-
lacious ; and, indeed, so grelis were his difficultics ot
this time, tlat he hardly had wherewith to purchase
the necessarfes of lifes far less materialy for writing
and other purposes, _ An amusing anecdote of his
iruitfulness in expedients, under such pressing cir-
cumstances, s narrated by snetof his acquaintances,
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“%  Being fond of music and dancing, and having been
inviteds to a ball for” which Im..“n.s somewhat iil
suited, the fashionzble dress I'm- young men at that
pe riod consisting of knee- l:rnpchc-f white silk stock-
ings, and black ﬂrrmms, .."‘11;|ﬂ|i(‘l! giiters, "Wilson
was reduced to hig last pair of thread stoskings,
worse for the wear, and impure in the colour ; and
being altogether deficient of the gaiters, he “h:f.nnml
«the npper ]mrﬁﬁu of the feg with chalk, and ¢om-
pleted e deception by painting fie nether part in
imitation of thé gaiters; and jn this disiarise, he
figured off with hfs usual lightness of step, withdut
hr.'mw discoverail. i s
Disappointed and chagriged with a caveer sb very
unsettled, he sunk into a state of great despondency,
which bronght on awrdmlammatory atta@k--which
threatened to fix updn his lungs ; yet, w ‘hile labour-
" ingmnder such Severe r.llatrcs:l both of body and mind,

W

he never lost sight of those religious pnumpleﬂ which
'’ appear to have been carly unplautud by his mikious
and kind parents, * * . ¥

“.To lift his tRoughts"fpom things below,
- And lrml them tn divipe,"

-

Ve give an extract f‘mm o ]pttcr weritterd in '.lns

- Jlfnnss to his friend Mt Crichton, which describes
-}{. both his feelings and hopes from the consolations of
" religion. “ Briven by poverly and disease-to the

5 solitudes of retivement, at the-same period when
the flush of youth, the thirst of fame, and the ex-
pected applause of the Vworld, welcomad we to the

LS L
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field,—1' feel-my body decay, dmIv, my spirits and ’:'
strongth continualiy deerease, and somethingy within
me tells me that -.luisnlutmn—drﬂndflll dissolution, is
not far distapt. No heart ean conceive the terrors
of thlse wha tremble under “the apprehension of
death.- This inercases their love of life, and every
new advanec of the }\jng of Terrors overwhelms
* them with despair. How Im.ﬂ%—-—-lmw difficult—low
L |:|'a'r-\, to prepare for cternity ! and’vet, how dread-
ful to'live or tc Hie unprepared!  Oh ! that L were 7 29
enabled Yo nake it my study to iGterest mysclf in
His favonr, who has the keys of lell and of death.
Then all the vanitics of life would appear what they
really’ arz, wnd the shades of death would brighten
up a glorious yath to everlasting mansions of feli-
city ~sTkgee se the sinvesc effusions of my soul,
and 1 hape that, through the Divine aid, shey shall
be my future delight,” nhg.hct health shall ogain”
retnrn, or death has left the commisfoned dart.”
Other causes hmdz‘a the illness and poverty un-
der which lu: labotred at this time, tended to dis-
tract him ;" for nlt.lm::IEh his hm-'rmphm's do not
“*admit his having been & devotee to the tender pas-
sionvet we liave reason to know thiat the charms
of Martha Maclean the tn:sxar of his friend Mys.
Witherspoon,” had materially interfered with his
mind’s ease. In the New ‘Wnrl:f after a lapse of [
time, hew attachments were formeds and had he
Lved, he was to heve been married to Miss Miller,
daughter of a “mpnctur iz the vicinity of Winter-
ton, nnd this lads he u.py-ﬁmtucl his execntrix.
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Roused from this depressing-state by #he solici-
tude qf friends, he recommenced his t.mvelhnf, with
pack and poems, and cnnﬁnid to “this employ-
ment he contriv r_-:i oceasionafiye to contribute to
some of the literary periodicals of the day, atnongst
which our limits will only permit us to mention the
Glasgow Magazine and the*Bee. At this timo he

wrote the wcil known ballad of Watty and Meg, -

. Which came out at tlhie same period as the Jin o
Shantes by Durns, and with wkich it wa even
compared in pefnt of excellence. Flushed: arith the
encomiums pas:._ml‘ upon this piccg, he contributed
to Dr. Anderson, editor of the Bee, arey iew of Tam
o' Shanter; but which, to “":Is.}us mortif icgtiom, was
refused insertion in that }mrmdlm] In the height
of his indignation at this mjcetion, he seni*thaaper
to Burng himself ; who, with his usual mbnly bear-

¢ ing,on such océasiofis, replied to Wilson. The poets
met afterwards at Hurf.s farm, where, after spmul—
ing an agrecable u'n‘:mng they exclfanged the pr.:emn
which oceasioned thejy introduction.

Through means of some companionss he was in-

-

‘troduced %o o debating sochety in L:]h:hurbh, held

in the Pantheon, whem various qucs"mua given out
for discussion were contested i 15 speeches, und the
mierits decided by the *Yotes of the audience, both
ladies and gentlemen. Wilson made his addresses in
poetry ; and Jie also Wrote séveral pieces for this
society, which were amongst the best of his juve-
nile performances. The must." m;emahng of his”
poems contributed ¢ these occasions, was the

L .
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¢ Laurci disprted,” or a comparison of the ll.'ll‘l'l'li of "‘f

Allan Ramsay and- Huhﬂrt Fergusson, H""”'E ob-
tained the ldan of a copy of I‘ergussunu Pocmis,
which his cripplsd” finances ]JI'L‘I-I'."[It{‘i.l Lam from
purchising, and 'Im.\iug with ineredille exertion
finished a very long web of silk-ganuze in a few days
(although 1113 'abour ~.‘rl' a nml». to an ordinary
workman), he stadied “his author, composed his
essay,, and with a light heart, and lighter purse,
walkel to Edinlurgh to be present on the mventful
evening, when the disputants delizered their ora-
tivng. There were seven cnndliutm. and Wilson
carried the second prize; u]thﬂugh it was shrewdly
suspected that Mn Camming, the successful compe-
titor, had gained the first by packing the auldience.
ITe »d pnly seventeen votes above Wilson in an
assembly “of fully five hundred persons, amongst
whom it was rumoured that lds fiiends had pre- -
sented forty tickets to ladice, and which, ulthuugl:
only sixpence esich, was a mode of convassing he-
youd tne limited nieags of ovr author; who, even
had he possessed them, “uulr& have spurncd such
= an idea. 3 :

Onr limits Jorce us to abstain from entering upon
many detaile of Wilson's history at this period.—
memg&d at the ill suceess of almost all Bis

-

-

umiennkmga,-*unsemed and wasteady in all his i ‘

determinations,—anil being surround=d with com-
pamions whoee opinions were dangerous in the ex-
treme, it is not tv be wondered at that one of a
temperament so. very sangune should have been
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borne away with the prevailing liberty o 'sontiment
exprissed at this erisis of our nf ucmu history, when
the revolution in the I‘:u:nf:h emplre was at its
height, and our own exf.-cu]_n'c Vras acarcel_v,- able to
restrain and repel ‘the tun-ent. which mendeed the
gocial order of Great Bnt'un. .

Wilson unfortunately  dntered “keenly into the
stories of oppression then supposzd to be inflicted
upon the operiitive clasfes, and was the aetlior of _
many “political squibs condemmatery both Bf men
and measures,* even the names of whish'it is now
unneeessary to efflumerate. Suffice it to say, for'one
of these he underwent a trial wvas fpund guult}, and
sentenced, not only to Jrqnnsomne::t bet Tarther,
was subjected to the ignominy ol‘fpubhcly humm;,
the obnoxious produetion with hie own ‘DT, be-
sides firding security for his future good tonduct.

ATz confinément wag thé means of satisfyi=g him
of having inflicted jnjiiries by the conduct w hich led
to his punlshmcut«, although ‘at thé same time? when
arram set at ]'J.rﬂ{' I dm:mstmi his own pu'ﬂ.nr to
abstain from “nun.vl]mg others upen the next op-
portunity which nn"]lt un'l‘urf.unuu.l} present itself;
while an lmnnun‘iﬂe fear of ruining tNose friends who
]md interposed their ﬂm! togpther with gu1|1cri -
pc{:t.atmns of being' mbre fortunate in fhe Western
Continent, deterimined him to try, his fate in Ame- -
vicn, that lard of boasted freddom and liberty.

He was enabled to set ont en this new ocean of
life by the kind assistance of friengds, together with
his own extraordindfy &xertions at his I.WIII ; and

La"S L]
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along with hisenephew, William Duncan, g Tad uI.'
sixteen years of age, he proceeded to Belfast,
which sea-port town he had gscertained that a
vessel was about <o sajl on the 23d May, 1794;
and they arrived, after, a pasSage of twenty-two
days, a3 Newecastle, in the state of Delaware.

Mr. Ord, in:hs excelfgnt Memoirs, remarks, that
Wilson, before leaving the scenes of his boyhood,
where avery bold crag in the glens And mountains
which he used to traverse had its associatichs_and
delights; frequently “4cast a wistful levk towards the
Western Hemisphere, where his® warm fancy had
suggested the idea, that, among that people only,
who maintained the doctrine of an equality of rights,
could political justice be found.” Upon landing, the
scantiisgs'af his fands demangded his immediate exer-
tion in scarch of employment, “which he fsund at
Philadelphia, after havidg travelled dil that way.on
foot, and from whence he first wrpte to™his father and
mother. Hn.vmn bcen completely unsuccessful in
procuring emplu_'. mnnt,m hiz own trade, he was
forced to amept of a job, as a copperplate printer,
irom Mr. John Aitken, *a countryman of Tiis own;
but which not teing of a permsanent nature, obliged
him to set out again as a pch'lr, during which ex-
pedition he alsé kept a Journil, in which is described
with considerable tact the manners of the people and
the habits of most of the quadrupeds and birds which
he met with. At tiis period of his history there is
a considerable blank, for we have little knowledge
of him from®the time of his Lmdm-‘r till about the

- nf‘




%

: ; ALEXANDER WITSON, 33

year 1800 ; but after tlﬁs we hear of him kuu;!ing
a scheol at Frankfyrt, Pennsylvania, where hedad

* the “merit of acquiring sevexil branches of liberal

education, particiilarly mathengtics, through means
of which, by acting as a lafil-surveyor, he yuch im-
proved his income, during“the hours not devoted to
the pupils in his schook. These united exertions,
however, were very insafficient for the supply of
ordinary wangs, and his discouraging prospests are

thus set forth in a letter to his friend Oxd, dated*

12th July, 1801. =3

“1T keep a school at twelve E}lil]iflg&l a quarter,
York currency, with thirty-five scholars, and pay
twelve shillings per week fer board, and feur shil-
lings additional for waslfing, ‘ahd four ‘shillings a
week for my horse.—* I live six eniles from
Newark and twelve miles from New York, in
a settlement, of canting,, preaching and praying,
and snivelling, ignorahit Presbyterians. They pay
their teacher fort} dollars n quarter, for tha ‘most
spirit-sinking, laborious worlg six-—I1 ray say
twelve—times weekly. I'have no eompdny, and
live unknowing snd uiiknown. T-have lost all
relish for this country; and if Heaven spare me,
1 shall soon sce the shores of oid Caledonia” *
e In such states of mind, we” hardly could augur

that one so much dissatisfied with this new and _

ountry skould lave been destined to

ork on the Natura] History of the m-::rﬁ[;.

Zoology p but it was his dis<

vand soon_down,” as one of
c

interesting
produce a :
elegant portion of its
position to be * sooniup-a
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his friends irmarked ; and -imnlst all the vicissitudes . |
of his fortune, and in all ‘the virious localities to *
which he was driven t;.' his necessities, he was ever ;
alive to the beauties of the feathéred race, which &
he never ceased l'.uvmm}.:im and contrast with those |
of his native land. e had the good fortune at this
time to obtain the office ¢f teacher at Gray's Ferry,
aear Philadelphia, where he was introduced to
& Mr. dgrtram, who kept the botanie garden sitnate
on the yestern banl, of the Schuylkill, a sequegtered =
and very. heaytiful spot, where “'llaq_: found hiin-
self wranslated, as jt were, into a new sphere of ex-
istence. e Imd always been a lover of Nature,
and had dgrluul nmore luppml:is from the contem- -
plation of her simple beatities, than from any other
source xf_m.{tiﬁmti'on.-—ﬁcinghjtﬁc:to a mere novice
in botany ; he was now about fo receive instrue-
tions in, that science from.one, whom the exp'ericnm
of a long life, spent in travel Znd rural.retreat, had
qualified to teach.”* - -

Although wow n.ucl: unprgved in his cireum-
stances, a severe illness; from which he had lately
vut partially recovered, hid such an effecs on his
comstitntion, as ' oceasion seripus apprehensions on
the part of his t‘nr_-nd_g, who suceeeded in inducing
Lin fo n.lm{lmqh for a time s poetical studies, and
the indulgence in music of a deseription too sen-
timental, dunn-'r ‘his solitary wwalks, angd to betake
himself, in his leﬁurg hours, to drawing. Ilis first
attempts were directed to the human figure and

* Ord's Tife, p. 2xvid 2 edit,
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landsecape, from both of which he turned with dis-
gust. © At the suggestion of his friend Bartram{ he
made another essay on bird# and &ther objeets in
Natural History, in which L saceeeded far beyond
his anticipations, M'lﬁul1"pi‘nh:1h|}: auve rist to that
Work we have already alluded to, and which turned
out, and has continued tbsbe, sccend to none as yet
given to the world in any country; whether we
consider the pxeelléncesof the illustrations. dr the
mastegly manner in which the,descriptions are ”
written. = g bee

The scheme of;illustrating the Qroithology of* the
United States! he first divolged to the venerable
Bartram, who warmly respcaded to Wisor's feel-
ings on the suhject', and which wags soon after com-
municated to Mr. Lawson, the, engrater~ol the
Work, who, although entering into his'wiews also
with ml'er_'.‘ dgsive to forward the undertaking by
his professional labowss, yet somewhat damped the
ardour of our enthusiast by‘he cileulations of the
expense attendant ugon ifs corimercial details and
probable prospeets of remunerative suecess.  In i
letter tosLawson lte writgs thus,—* 1 never was
more wishful,to spend an afternoon Wwith you. In
three wecks I shall have a fc‘:\f days yacadey, and
ytean to be in town cld@f part of the time. [ am
most carnestly bent on pursuing my plan of mu'kmg
a collection gf all the Birds if this part uf‘l‘\"“‘:z
America. Now, I don’t want you to throw ‘":_ -
water, as Shakspeare says, on {lis potion, i

-

g o
4s it may appear. Idiave been so.long accustome
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to the building of airy castles and brain windmills,
that it has l--.\cﬂmn‘ ene of my enrthly comfofts,—a*
sort of rough bone, <hat amuses me when sated
with the dull drodgery of life.” "No plan appears,
at this «ime, however;* to have. been matured for
commmencing the great Work ; byt our author was
daily adding tq,aa alreads large collection of draw-
ings, and prosecuting with zeal his practice as a
draughtsman, which will Lo bést ungerstood from
the follewing lettde to his friend Mr. Bartrany :—

w To Mr. H'ffﬁfuji Lartram.
A Kixgesaing, ffarch 31, 10804,

* I zage the first fow moments I have had s'nee
receiving your lgttef, to“thank you for your obhig-
ing at*antion to my littie nf.tﬂnpta at drawing, and
for the very affectionate expressjons of esteem with
which yon honour me. , But serry ] am,”indeed,
that afflictions so severe #s those jyou mentlon
should fall where so maich wortlf and sensibility re-
side, wnile the pmﬂlgate the unthinking, and un-
feeling, so frequently pass thmugh life strangers to
sickness, adversity, or suffering. DBut God visits~
those,with disicess whose enjoyments he wishes to
render wore gxquisite.  The storms of affliction do
not last for ever; anil sweet is the serene air and
warm sunshine after a day of darkness and tem-
pest. Our friend has, indecd, passed away in the
bloom of youth and expectation ; but’ nothmg has
happened but whai almost every day’s experience
teaches us to expect. How rgany millions of beau-
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. tiful flowers have flourished and faded under vour
eyer and how ofien has thrr whole profusion of
blossoms, the higpes of a w Iplﬂ year, been blasted
by an untimely frost! Tfe hés gone only a little
before us—we riust soan follow ; but while the
feelings of nature cannot, bc rupruﬂsed it i our duty
to bow with humble mwrrnatmn te the decision of
the Father of all, rather receiving with gmtltudm

the blessings‘he is pleased to bestow, than-riipining.

at, tlfe loss of those he thinks pruper to tike from
us. But alldw me, my dear friend; t6‘withdraw
your thoughts from so melanchely a subject, Since
the best way to aveid the force of any overpower-
mg passion is to turn its rllrc.(:hnn in wnether w ay.

“ That lovely scason ig now -'.lnpma{:hmg when
the garden, woods,“entl fields, «~ill - nb:u . display
their folinge and Howers, Lvery day We may ex-
puct ﬂtrangc'['a, ﬂGLI\Hl” {from the south to fll our
woods with harmony. The _peneil of Nature is now
at work, and outlines, tints, a nd ﬂndntmuq of lights
and shades, that batile afl dﬂscnptmn will soon be
spread before us by that great }I'I-bfﬂl‘, our most
benevolent Friend and Fhther. Lt.t. us cheerfully
participate in the feast he is preparing forsgll our
senses. Let us survgy tlose mllnuns “of J green
strangers, just L*‘-*-E‘“'E. into day, as ac-.unu}:i mpI]:E
messengers come to ].n»mhnn the. power ut;; I:J::n i
ficence of the Creator. 1 confess that I w ; a c}y
an enthusiast in my admiraticn of the :ium mr:; r-
of Nature ; but, singe your example and encou E"’_

to imitate her produc
ment have set me to ﬂ.l.tcln]"t'

LY L
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tions, T see new besnties in every bird, plant, or.

tlower, 1 -nntvtupl itf; and find ‘my ideas of th= in-
¢ n!npnhvu-lhlu First i_ ause still guore exalted, the
more minntely 1 cxanine _1][:1. works.

* I salnetimies HIIEIU‘{E think, that while others
are inmersed in deep schemes of speculation and
agorandizements. 1 buildije towns and purchasing
plantations, T am <wntranced in contemplation over
the pItiwwv of a I.irl. or gazing, kT a despairing
lover, ofi the lineafients of an U“I While Gtlers
are hﬁ.'lr:l..ug ap their bags of money; without the
powtr of enjoying- it, I am calluctfug, without in-
juring my consgience; or woumding my peace of
mimi'-J thoss |_""':|1?:ifg|1 spegimens of %utl;rc'Ps works
that are for ever -haamg I hawse had live Crows,
Hawk=oaiid  Owks ; opossures, squirrels, snakes,
lizards, ﬁl.. so that my room fias sometimes re-
minded-me of Noah's 1rk |_n,:t Noah fiad a wife sn
one cproer of it, and, in this |mrt;.|,ul.'1r. our parallel
does 1ot altogether tally. I reccive ev ery subject
of natural history ?h-'-“r rs brought to me; and,
_though they do.not march into my ark from all
quarters, as :hev did into that of our great ancestor,

vet 1 j_'ﬂ!l means, by the distribution uf‘ a few five-
pi:nu'.' bifs, tomake i.h,pm I“m*nl the way fast enough._
A box, not lpugd ago, hruu"ht me a large basketful
-~ of Crows. 1 expegt his next lond will be bull frogs,
if T dont soon issue orders to The contrary.  One of
my beys caught a mense in school, a few da}‘s ago,
and dln:ct]:, marghed up to-me with his prisoner.
I set about dfawing it that” salhe evening; and all

" -
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the while the pantings of its little heart shewed it
“to bein the most extreme agonies of fear. I had
intentled to kill it, in order toMfix it Jn the claws of
a stuffed Owl; but happening to spill a few drops
of water near where it aveg tied, it lapped it up
with such eagerness, and Jdooked*in my face with
such an ey of supplicating terror, as perfectly over-
came me. ] immediately wotied it} and restored it
to life and libgrty. The,agonies of a priséner at the
stake, while the fire and iustruuwr}ts of turf;;mnt are
préparing, could not be more severe tlmufth-:? suffer-
ings of that poop mouse; and, insigniﬁu:{l‘lt ag, the
object was, T felt at that |1|:ym:n£ the sweet sensa-
tions that Merey leaves on the mind when she tri-
umnphs over eruelty.”  « =

"
= -

1 . Wy A . . % o . j
IFilled with gul-].cn ﬂutwlpatmli's in favour of this -

work, ‘and finding that, gonsistently with its ad-
r:incvumni, he couldenot discharge conscientiously
his duty to his pupils, ate the «same time, Deing
desirous of adding to hig knowledge of the subject,
he partially relinquished the school, and succecded
in procaring a ligle eriployment’as & contributor
to the « Literary Magazine.” PS

In October 1804, accompanied with two {friends,
e set out on foot to visit the Iills of Niagara, and on
his return, he weites thus to Mr. Bartram. “ Though

now snugly at howes lookigg bitck in recollection &

on the long circuitous journcy which I have at
length finished, through deep snows and uninhabited
forests—over 5tupe5:lolus mountains gpd down dan-

-
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gerous rivers—with hurried marches and many

other inconvenicnees to encounter.—yet so *far am’

1 from being =atisfivd with what 1 have sefn, or
discouraged by the fatigues whiCh every traveller
must bu.}nmt to, that Iofee! more eager than ever to
commence some more extensive upcthtmn. where
seenes and bulgugta, entirely new and generally un-
Jknown, might reward miy curiosity ; and where,
perhaps, my humble acquisiticas might add some-
thing to the stores of knowledge. TFor all the
hazards apd privations incident to such an under-
taking, T feel confident in my own_spirit and resolu-
tion. With no family to enchain my affections—
no ties but those of friendship—and the most ardent
love to my mluptr.'d conutry—with a constitution
which lmrﬂmﬂ n.mdst ['nt:guna—nml with a dis-
position soziable and open, which ecan find itself at
home by an Indian fire in the depth pf the woods,
as well as in the best apartufent of the civilized ;—
I have at presenta wa:»I design ¢f becoming a tra-
veller,” *
On the 2d July 1805, he ngnm writes to Bartram,
~wafter deseribing the pinchiig poverty which he had
to bear. “ 1 dare say you will smile at my pre-
sumpeior, when I tell you that [ have seriously
begun to make a coliection of-drawings of the birds
to be found in Pennsylvania, or that occasionally
pass through it. ~ Twenty-eight, as a beginning, I
send for your opiniog.” In his examination of the
volumes of Edwards, Wilson found that he had
etched hLis own plates, a provess of detail which
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Wilson also determined to avail himself ; of course
his ﬁ;iéml Lawson awas applied to, and furnished
the copper and other accessorigs; buff after various
unsuccessful essays, he aband@ngd the idea of con-
tributing the plates, and "afgin applied to Lawson
to take a share in the contemplated work, which,
from prudential motives, swas deglined. DBut this
only caused Wilson to devote I;isicuurgit:ﬁ with
. the greater enthusiadsm ¢o the ardnous tasl.— J
shall a2 least leave a.small Leacon o, point out tehere
I perished.” s - B
At this times Mr. Jefferson, President of she
United States, had ip contemnlation an expedition
to explore the country of the Missjssippi; and
Wilson, anxious to store hithself with every informa-
tion for his favourite gchemé, applied to e rerolled
as Natyralist to the party. To this preposal the

+ President replied ‘in veryskind terms; but from

some fatality »which the biographers of Wilson ap-
pear to be at a loss to accout for, he heard nething
more on the subject, excepting the letter alluded
to. It lmppencd. fortunately, tlmt_c:ur author was
'introducéd now to*Mr. isnuel F. Biadford, book-
seller, Philadelphia, who was about t:ﬂ l'ﬂp}lh]jﬂll
an improved edition of Rees’ L}'clulneﬁqt, to {rk"lnch
Wilson was chosen asziftant Fditor, with a ]1!.mml
galary. ¢ This,he remarks, ¢ will, 1 ﬁupc,. enable
me in more, ways than one®to proceed 'wath my
intended Ommithology, to wlucl: all my leisure mo-

ts will be t!cvutml.",.
mﬂlt.;einw pow in a cedition to begin the Work, of
(=]

L™ L
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which, after the usual displays of Prospectuses,

Atlvertizements, &c‘. &oe., he was enabled \\’ith exs
traordinary efertions to bring out the first volume
as a specimen,—thé® superb appearance of which
dazzled the lovers of~flm Fing Arts, as much as
the Literary do;ﬁmnunt‘“clmmwd Wilson's most de-
voted admirers ;—such+3 performance, emanating
from the Americgn Presd) was esteemed the more
wonderful, seeing it was the froduction of a coun-

try vet almost faltogether in its infancy, The

Wark,, 23 might be supposed, met with apfpro-
Liation and sucgess far beyond Lis most sanguine
hopes, which decidgd him on undertaking several
very extensive and fatiguing journeys in search of
new subscribers and afso additional materials for
its r:u-wqq:l"unn, ],fut. wlilely opr Tlimits will not pis-
mit us ¥ gne in detail. We cannot, I'_IICI“"E‘.{.'!‘
procecd much farther svith this memoir, without
laying before our readers 4-portion -of one of lis
exceHent descriptions; in his dwn words, as an
exampie of that h2ppy style, which has the great
merit of uriting both e]eg*u-cﬂ and interest with
perfect EI:I.EII'I:-‘IEI'.‘. detail. - n n

L3 L -

fe I.IL"‘E J L}, .—{'ORIT S CRISTATUS,

€ This ﬂcgant bird, which, as far as I can learn,

is peculiar to North MAmeries, is distinguished as a ) ot

kind of bean amoug the feathered tenants of our
woods, by the hri-llinm'}*_of his dress; and, like
most other soxcymbs, makes Limself still more con-

2.
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spicuous by his 1oq11'1r:|tt and the oddnges of his
thnes anfd gestures, The jay measures eleven inclics

lc-ng.ih ; the head is ornamagted with a crest of
|ig|1t blue or purpld featliers, whigh he can elevate
or depress at pleasure ; a navsow line of black runs
along the frontlet, rising oa each €ide higher than
the eye, but not passing over it, as G'lt{.‘s'u}" ims re-
presented, and as Pennant and nmn}r others have
described it ; back amid upper part of the neck, a

‘fine light purple, in which the blug pru{lomm.ntcs

a Lullar of black, proceeding l'rmn the hipd imnd
passes with a gr'lcr-ful curve down cach side of the
neck to the uppér part of the l',ll‘E"lht- where it forms
a crescent ; chin, cheeks, thrnnt, andl belly, white,
the three ﬁ:-rnu:r shgl{tly tifiged ‘with hhle, greater
wing-coverts, a rich hhm exterml- sides of the pri-
maries, light blue, those of the secondafies, a decp
purple, oxee]}t._ the- three fzathers next the body,
which are of assplendidelight blue ; all these, except
the primaries, are beautifully=barred with cresgénts
of black, and tipt with white; e interior sdes of
the wing-feathers are. dusky black ; tail loig and
cuneiforrs, composed of tivglve featliers of a glossy
light blue, marked at half inches vath transverse
curves of black, each feather being tipt with white,
efcept the two middle-dnes, wrllcll f'lﬂﬂ[H-n into

tics. DBreast and sides
dark purple at tle extremi E : -

rite, faintly stained with
under the wipgs, a dirky white, Y

purple ; inside of the mouth, the tongue, hill, !egs, ;

aws, black ; iris of the eye hozel.
“":1‘ ('i]'l'::shlun jay is #n almost uniyersal inbabitant
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of the weods, frequenting the thickest settlements _rl.
as well as the deepest recesses, of the forest, where

his squalling voice: often alarms the deery to the
disappointment gnG mortification of the hunter;

one of whom informen rae, thag he made it a point,

in sumpmer, to “kill every ‘;-.1}' Qe could meet with.

In the charming season 0 spring, when every thicKet

pours forth !1m:qnny, the part performed by the jay
always catches the ear. «Ile appears to be among

his fellow-musiCians what the trumpeter.is in a

band, seme of his notes having np distant résem-"#~
blance to the tanes of that insttument. These he

has the faculty of changing througnm a great varicty

of mudulntlpns, according to the particular humour i
he happens to be in.  When, disposed for ridicule,
there_js s2arce g bird “hr-,su_ peculiarities of song he
cannot tune his notes to. When engaged iu the
blandishments of love, <they resemble the soft chat--
terings of a duck, and, whtie he nectles among the .
thick branches of th cedar, are scarce heard at a ;
few paces distance; but he no sooner discovers
your approach than he sets up a sudden and vehe-
ment outery, flying off and sireaming vith all his
might, as if Le called the whole feathered tribes of
the neighbonrhood to witness some outrageous usage
he had received. When h ! hops undisturbed amohg
the high branches of the oak afd hickory, they be- ,
come soft and musical ; and his ealls of the female, =7
a stranger would rpadily mistake for the repeated
screakings of an uagreased wheelbarrow. All these

he accompeuies with variouswmods, jerks, and other

b
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gesticulations, for which the whqle tribe of jays are
S0 ren'liﬂ‘kuhlﬂ, that,, with some other peculiaritie.,
they might have very well justified the great Swe-
dish naturalist in forming thém, into a separate
genus by themselves, bty 3

“ The blue jay bpilds a lirge nest, frequently in
the cedar, sometimes on arapple-tgee, lines 1t with
dry fibrous roots, and lays five eggs r?i‘ a dull olive,

Jspotted with brown. ‘The male is particularly, care-

ful of rat being heard near the prge, making his
visits as silently and secretly as possible, " His
favourite food is chestnuts, acomns, :ll.llil Indian cora.
1Ie occasicnally feeds on bugs and caterpillars, and
sometimes pays a plundering visit to t.jmjnrf:lmrd,
cherry-rows, and potato-patth; and has been known,
in times of scarcity, to yentur® into che bars, through
npening‘i between the weather-boards) “JIn these
cases he is extxemety active,and silent, and, if sur-
prised in the 4act, makes his escape with precipi-
tation, but withouf noise, @s if eonscious of “his
criminality. g 1
« OF all birds, he is the most bitter eaemy to the
owl. N sooner has he discovered” the retreat of
one of these, than he summons the whaole featI}_e‘re&
fraternity to his assistance, who furmug_ld the {:;_t;m—
mibring eolitaire, and attack him from ﬂl:illmd; es,
raising such a shout as may berhearflf il ’h t::f 4
more than half a mile eff. “'IIEI.], in my hunting
. d near this scene of tumult,
excursions, 1 have passe e e Ll
I have imagined to mysell that = A 8 L
ing party venting their xespective.Chaig

L -
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the viruleney of a Billingsgate mob ; the owl, mean-
while, returning every compliment with & broall
goggling stare. Thewvar becomes louder and louder,
and the owl at lenglh, forted to betake himself to
flight, ‘s followed by %1s whole train of persceutors,
until driven beyond the boundaries of their juris-
diction. . «*

* But the blue jay ‘himself is not guiltless of
simi’'ar depredations with the owl, and l:-:.‘m:rmi.'s n_

o

his tern the vdry tyrant he detested, when he” i
.

<neaks through the woods, as he frequently Toes,
ard among the thickets and hedqa—mws, plundering
every nest he can find of its_eggs] tearing up the
callow young by piecemeanl, and spreading  alarm
and sorrow aronnd him. The cries of the distressed
parer*s s2on brifig togéther a number of interested
spectator? (for birds in such ~circumstances seem
truly to sympathise with eacls other), and he is ~
sometimes attacked with sueh spirit as to be under
the =ecessity of making a speedy retreat.”

* He is not oniy bold and vociferous, but pos-
sesses a considerable talent for mimiery, and seems
to enjoy great satisfaction in mocking and teasing
other birds, particularly the little hawk (/. sparee-
riug), imitaling h:.‘f cry wherever he sees him, and
squealing out as if ‘cdught # ¢his soon hnnga a nuifl-
Lier of his dwn tribe around him, who all join in the
frolie, darting abou: the Lawk, and, feigning the
erics of a bird sorely wounded, and already under
the elutehes of ite: devourer; while others lie con-
cealed in brshes. ready to secand their associates in

N ]
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the attack. DBut this lu&icmus_fa.rne often tenni-  »

wates trigically. The hawk, singling out one of tha
wost insolent and provoking, sweeps apon him in
an unguarded monlent, tnd offegs him up a sacri-
fice to his hunger agd resentanent. In an jnstant
the tune is changed; all théir buffdonery vanishes,
and loud and incessant seréams proglaim their dis-
uster, y :

ot Wherever ghe jiy has had ﬁn:- mlvnntg_ge of
educatign from man, he has not onfy, shewn himself
an apt scholar, but his suavity of manneg, seems
equalled only by kis art and contri vances ; though
it must be confefsed, that his itch for thieving keeps
pace with all his other acquirement?.  Dr. Mease,
on the authority of Colonel®Posteil, of South Caro-
lina, informs me, that 2 Llue jay which wos bronght
up in the family of the latter gentlemian, had ull
the tricks and loquacity of @ parrot; pilfered every
thing he conld-convenieiitly carry off, and hid them
in holes and crevices ; answersd tee his name gvith
great sociability, when called o5 could articulate
a number of words pretty distinetly ; awnd, when he
heard anysuncommon noisé, or loud faiking, seemed
impatient to contribute his share ts tlmigﬂ.;"”“]
festivity (as he probably thought it) by a display of
alt the oratorical powers<he wils me“ﬂll i

From the great popela
spon found necessary to

g o
the early volumes from tyw .
with which the secend -volume glarted in 1810,

rity of thic Worlg, it was
ineregse the tmluhuf ol

to firve hundred copies, ”

l_h
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while it fnntmuo-l to nll forth additional enco- <
n.iums in its praise. o " W

After this period, nnless the information contained
in Wilson's correspor.dence with nis frie uds, when on
his laborious journeys dver the length and breadth
of the United States, upon the business of the Book,
but which are too long for insertion, we possess
little that is u'-ten‘.-,unf vespecting our author. In
his lgst expndumn, Im was accompanied by Mr,

Ord, his excellent biographer; and on their return®
home tg Philadelphia, his anxiety to completer and = -
pesfect the eighth mlumq. which he fun&I} imagined ;
would nearly if not, hhth termiciate the labours
upon avhich hé had’ penled his reputation, brought -

on an atfack of liis old®complaints, now gradually, 1

from [nhg.ue :mrl‘ t-smti‘mcut bétcome more frequent

and seveps. " He was seized with dysentery, and his
exhausted constitution yielded #o itg fnrcc after an _

illuess of ten days’ :lumtmn « This melancholy event

happened at Philadelphia on the 23d of August, .

1813, in the forty-eighth year of his age. Thus

closed "a vewy chequerd Tife, “though active and be-
nevolent in thic'extreme, éver devoted to the good of

mankind, by kis ardent desire to illustrate and lay

before them the works of his Creator.

Wilson's great Work, * The American Ornithr- R,
logy’, or the Natural History of.the Birds of the b
Umtecl States,” In eight large quarto ‘rnlumas} con- 5""5 fy
taining seventy-siy plates, upon which are repre- .
" sented upwards of sthree hundred and twenty birds, =
together with séme of thair &ggs, nests, &ec., may

& et
. &
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be justly ranked with any similar publicetion cither
“of :mtt.-:ent or moden date, while in his llvﬂcriptiann
he has few rivals, or, indeed competitors.  After
his death, Charles Lucien hml.‘lpnrtc, Prince of
Musignano, gave fo the® world a continuition in
one volume, got up on the same seale, which forms
the ninth volume of this Work. It cpntains twenty-
one plates, upon which are givendifty-three figures -
with their deseriptions. It is yherefore as az Orni-
thologést that Wilson's fame will be handed down
to a late postegity ; for although as a Poet bés essays
are replete witheoriginality and ¢haracter, and® at
the time called forth, the dese=red encomiums of his
fond friends and admirers, while tlie pergons intro-
duced in such effusions were alive, his genius in
that art was likely fo .be prizell beyofid its real
merit, which the lzpse of a few years wrl cause to
be_criticised with "more severity, or probably alto-
gc*.ther negleeted nud'?urgutteu. In short, Wilson
himself never appears to hitve stfidied with wview
to writing any thing uppr_nr\iﬂmting to a regmlar
poem, and his offerings to the Muses secm more to
have been hasty fmprovigatore lucubrations, than
carefully studied productions. _ : .
As a private friend, in carly life, .his eharacter
dvas most affectionatclf cherished, and bore "h"—:
highest stamp amongst his youthful CDI!IEI??I:::?
and in his rgore mature years, amo Ao ﬂsﬂ-ld usi
friends in the country of his adoption, the A
+ disposition, together with his
and warmth of his disp I 1 40 him both
extraordinary acquirements, SCCWIC b

L .
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their affectionafe esteem and respect. In his birth-_
place, a Society has been formed unmugg his’
admirers, who' have . <n annual meeting for the pur-
pose of cherishing rud cl:rutmumg past recollections,
where tlhe merits of hic ‘works, and the worth of the

author, are commemorafed in a. speech or an ode’

Paisley has just veason ‘6 be proud of her towns-
man. N i
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The foregoing Table, whilst it may be useful as
a reference, offers also an i.uteresting and instructive
pictyre to thf" zealons laboufers in the vast field of i
Natural Know ledge. The Memdirs, fraught with g
biographical mfturmntmn, and rich in amusing ance- F~
dotes, present, at the s2me time, the impressive
fact of the * ffmu_'l old age” to which so many of
these worthies had amiv ed —&sphymrr the value of
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scientific pursuits in gengral, and of the study of
"Natural History in. particular ;+in them are foiind
examples of zeal and perseverance) encountering
dangers and surmounting difficulties of no ordinary
character ; of irritability of 't-mpe:; softeneds, of ad-
versity solaced ; of patient‘resignation under severe
bodily sufferings; and of mious hope in those mo-
ments when the dimned ‘eyes were about to close -
for ever on the splendid sceno of a stupepders and
magni§cent Creation, on which” they had gazed ©
with fervent delight, and to the investigatien of the
treasures whereof the best powers, of the mind kad
been ardently dnd steadily dirgeted.

May such reflections afford consojation «to the
Aged, and stimulate,the Younj to.devote a portion
of their time to the study of Nyrurar IHistory,
an inexhaustible sonrce of GRATITUDE, ADMIRATION,

and woNpERL  * o
: t M. B.
- " - . -
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INTRODUCTION. - '
“ $Vatehful and agile, uttering voidis wild Gt -
And harsh, fﬂ' in accordance with the waves
Upon the beach, the winds in cavemns moaning,
Or winds and Paves abroad upon the water.
Some sought their food amongéhe finny shoals,
Swift darting from the clouds, mnm-gi;g goon ¢
With slender captives glitfering®in their bealts ;
These in reeesses"of steep efags coystructed, -
Their eyrics imcci:sﬁhlo; and train ';. »
Their hardy broods to forage in all weathers™  «
- r

As Naturglists and believers in the uncrring wisdomn so

greatly and wonderfuly displayed throgghout the animated
creation, we are not to judge of tilc!r_‘qun.llticu from thl cxag-
gerations of fancy, but toLonsideg whether their [nw;-m arenot
fitly and beautifully adapted to the places they are destined to

fill in the zreat ehoin of the iniverse. Viewdd in this the only

trae light, we shall find much fo admire, sgnee their instinets
and habits are’ in such perfect accordance with, and®sp nhly

gupport the ceconomy of tl__u.r'hr being,"'-—SELDY,

Wi have now *to describe the remaining British |

genera which
generally consi
Birds, and wh

compost the Natatores or Swimmers,
dered as the con=luding Order gmong
ose whole life arid business is among

the waters. From tke imsular chazicter of our lands,
. - - .
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these are wore than propertionally numerous in
a fauna so limited : and while thousands in sum-"
mer seek our preciitous coasts and headlands
as breeding stations, others scarcely less numerous
flock in sinter from thelr more nerthern incubations,
and fill our bays and marine inlets,

The contrast of these localities at the different
seasons is most striking ; rocks standing far in the
ocean’s void, and precipices of the most dizzy height
to which all approach by land is cut off, porsess a
dreary so'itude for seven or eight months of the year;
a fuw cormorants seeking repose dering the night, or
some gulls claiming » temporary shelter or resting-
place {rom the violence of the storm, are almost
the only and then but occasional tenants. In the
throng of «he season of breeding, a very different
picture is seen : the whole rocks and sea and air
are one scene of animaticn, and the =arious groyps
have returned to take up their old stations, and are
now ~mployed in all the accessaries of incubation,
affording lessons to the ornithological student he
will in vain look for elsewhere ; the very rocks are

lightnd up, and would seem to take a Urightness "

from the hurry around, while the cries of the inha-
bitant= alone discordant, harmonise with the scene.
During the same season, upon the low sandy or
muddy coasts, or extensive merses, where the tide
recedes fur miles, and the ouly interruption on the
outline is the slight undulations of some mussel-
sealps, the dark coluur of some bed of zostera con-
trasting agaiast the long bright crest of the surf, or

_

1
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2l ;urndnrc‘rmx.' S h
in the middle distance some, bare, posts seb up as a
land- m":rk or the tinbers of sgme ill-fated vessel
rising above the quicks sand, ther® rmng on the con-
trary, a solitude of another Lmd ¢ it is now broken
only by the distant rell of the s&rf, by fhe shrill tnp-:s of
the rlllmf'lntttrr,l or.the gl"illci. of its flight as it rises
nm-::lua-_:l} ; a solitary gull’ or ternethat has lagged
from the flock may -1:111 n.l(:ug:, uttering as it were an
Janwilling inwaed sound as it passes the intruder;
ever thm" is calm and still, the sensation increased
in‘.‘ hot gliremer that spreads along the-sands ;
there i1s no \DiLL ethere is no animal life. Durifg
winter, the scene may at first*zight ,Appear nunrl}r
similar ; the warm and ﬂlckhnng hazee Ia’h chiinged
for a llght that can he seen mtn ; #he noize of the
surge comes deeper thrangh the cl:.&r air of frost, and
with it gt intervals hoarse sounds and shri¥ whistles
* to which the ear s unaccnatumed acres of dark
masses are sedn, which may be taken for low rogks
or scalps, and the line of the gea i in fhe bays condains
something which rises andk t;:lts, and seems ns if it
were about to be east on_shore with every coming
"swell. To’the old aphrtmmn.nll these signs arc fami-
liar, and he knows their meaning ; bt to ong who
has for the first time trodden thgse flat.coasts, some
distant shot or other” flarm first explains every-
he coast is now one “dark mov-
thing. The line bf ¢ fowl, and
the air seents alive *with water-fo
i i I sounds that rise ard fall, and vagy as
ig filled wit ;End acound; o d “hls continues until

tho troop tled to their rest; as dusk

they have again St

-
LN »
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approaches, these sounds are gradually resumed, at =

first coming from: the ground, as warnings that
it i= time to be alirt; as the darkness and still-
ness of night sete in, one lnrnu flock after another
hastens to its-feeding’ \grfluml, aml the various calls
and the noise of wings is heard with a clearness
which iz suflicieat to tﬂblﬂ the sportsman to mark
the kinds and trace his pm} to their feeding stations,

to mirke him aware of their : nppru ach long before,

they come w ithin his reach. )

In =2 economical relation, this Qrder is of con- “@;’

silerable imporzance. It is sc:m:el}' necessary to
state that it is to the memhers of it that we owe
all oar ﬁﬁmnﬁtlcnted hrci:tls of geese, ducks, &c.,

and that from 4hem uur finest_feathers and downs,
employed as articles of luxpry, or by the fair sex
as dressedand adornments of orfamental compfort, are
derived. Next to the Gallinficeons Birds, they *
hold the highest rank for “artificial® breeding and
:mr'memnnt, aud afier hmng s0 treated, stand in
high npumtmn for the table. Their breeding and
rearing, in all their hmnn:hns yield considerable in-
comes to their propricters, and"employ nfimbers for
their care.  Among northern nations, the collection
of the "eggs, and young of many wild species are
regular objects of employnicat :md mmmeme i* by

* The rent of S Kilde is paid almost mi:.re]r from feathers
collected from both young and old birds, 240 “Stones being the
quarctity required ; wlﬁlu their winter light is supplied from ofl
cullected from the gtnm.u.nh of f.hc fnlmu.r Wilson, West, felez,
il. p. 27. 2
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many they are depended ow as of mueh importance
in the winter stock of food ; andimong the inhabi-
tants of the arctic conntrjes, “}Ti;:re thE} are migr"l.-
tory, the appearance of the first® train of geese is
Isoked for and watthed wnt‘n intanse anxibty.—
Guano, now bearingrso much importance as -a ma-
nure, is the dung of birds laj."lnngmg te this order.
In proportional nymbers, we have nearly one-
third of the whole Dritish birds Natatorss. < The
Vertgbritta of Mr. Jenyns, as a recent list (though
later investigatibns have slightly added toir), will
serve as a genefal guide. The total number of
British birds enumerated by "him,, exclusive of
twenty-six doubtful species, is three hundred and
twelve, of which the.MNatatorgs furmﬂll nmnt}', while
the Incessores only mu«ei one hurdred snd eight,
a proportion which could occur in no distriet- ex-
‘cepte one situate ==mu]n:l}' ‘with our own islands.
Of the Natatores, again, one-half nmrl;,' is made ap
of the Anatidw or ducks, there bnmg, according to
the above-mentioned list, fortx-one species, mr.ludmg
the Mergi or Gooseanders. The remaindér is chiefly
composed "of the Laride or gulls, umludmg tho
terns nid I}Qtrﬁls =W hile the "J'I'l‘.'].'-".‘."| ﬂirﬂ‘ﬁ:l COrmo-
ragts, and solan-goose make ufy the rermin g
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ANATIDE.

We naturally enter ur;on the Fifth or Natatorial
Order of Birds-with the Apatide, or Ducks and
Geexs, a large group whose dwélling is among

the waters, fiom which they derive thelr almost -

sole support, and dround the margins of which they
ilicubate and rear their young® _The Ducks and
Geese, and Swans;“though aquatic in their habits,
man¥ of them exclusively so, conjoin a Grallatorial
form, frequently breed at a distance from the water
(a few ®ven 'f}:rch and mastle in trees), wander
far front it in quest of food, and seck ofor their

support often in the midst of caltivation. » An”

erotic form, the Hammﬂ'ﬂﬂ, considéred to lead di-
reetly from the waders, are in fact Grallatorial geese;;
and though fitted with an- apparatus of the bill
similar to them, and taking their food i in the same
manner, they follow er pursie it like the waders,
thei- lengthened legs and small feet unfitting them
for fréquer—y or expertness in swimming. In the
true geese and swans, we have the species partly
feeding on grain, i’wmg well in comparative ab-
sence f'mm water, and cafable of ezsy domestica-
tion ; the latter aimost a certain indication of their
being a representative of ¢thg lasores.  In the next
sub-family, we lhave the fadility for domestication

- P
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e ANSER.  * )
in several of the species .continued, and we sce
in them the greateste perfection ;m the structure of
the bill.  In the Fuligulina,“or scxups and po-
chards, &e. we see the time spent almost entirely
on the waters, the powers o swimnming arid div-
ing augmented, while the wings in many ave pro-
portionally short ; and in'«the last gub-family, or
the Mergansers, the r]ml..-ité are mpre aquatic still, -
their progress when upon land, which is only during
the time of breeding, more constramed, and ‘their
food" composeds almost entirely= of fishesy £or the
holding fast of which their bill is strongly toothéd
or serrated. In the imales ofmost of the species
there is a dilatation or bony labyrinth @ the Wind-
pipe or trachea, the,use of which seems scarcely to
be understood, while.jn others, ?s the Jswans, it
performs a doubling”or a convolution in e interior
of the sternum. In all tlfe species we have exa-
mined, this sttucture i3 different in each, and pre-
sents a distinguishing mark Wwhere"they are ‘plusely
allied. The geese of -the «Rasorial form is gharac-
ferised in 5

- L

ANSER, Drisson. — Generic characters. — }]ill
somewhat conical in shapg,.narrower th.:m tl:.c
head, elevated at the base ; E:Llcrnl Jaming in
the farm of blunt teeth, shght!;.r -:!uw:lop]ml,
and apperent exteriorly ; nostrils cf:'ntrﬂ-l; mt; ;flr
large, pierced entirely through ; w;ngs E:;u t]u:
ample, tuberculated ; ]CEH p]g::c:r un s
centre of the b6dy, tarst rather Tong,

[ N AL




G2 WILD-GEESE,

articulated on the tarsus, free, without a lobe
or ummhmm
Types.—-. s _,'M n, albifrons, berniela, {u‘.. - /"
rope, Asia, America. i
Noe—Gregarious , feed chiclly on vegetables or
grains ; t-:ulv domesticated. Dive only to
escape darzer. ['ﬂchm simple. i

The term m]d—guu&n or * wild-geese,” is so
pmmm:uuual} nppllt;d to the species foun? in our o
islands, *hat it is ir-possible to trace their indiv 14:111.1.11"' ,
range or frequency. In Scotlaad, one species is, !
however, much movs numerously ’iml generally dis- d
tribused than" any of the others; and as we have =
had more oppo-tunities of -::'l-au:ruu-r this, we shall
first give some #ecount of the (!

Beax Goose, ANsER EEGErb'-.I ..E'-umm.——Tlnu J
species, in the nortl of England, and over two-
thirds’e of the zouthern po-tion of Scotland, is a winter
visitant fromn higher latitudes, appearing on the coasts r
at the approach of severe weather, making'excursions )
inland to fedl, and, when the weather has become !' !
settled to winter, often sclecting some interior inland \
situation, w}:ere the party or flock will remain for Ll
some time, or until a change “has taken place. As
The hauats at these times dre extensive flat tracts, il i
such as holm or meadow pasture, wet marshy 3
ground, often at a ‘considerable elevation and on the
borders of pasteral lands.® s spring advances and }



"o THE BEAN GOOSEr (3
when the geese only proceed inland for the sake of
féeding, ‘pastures or ficlds of yuuﬁg wheat are much
resorted to, and often prove fetal from enclosures
permitting an approach ‘not t6 be obtained in an
open country, and always dfficult from their ex-
treme watchfulness, and adute sense of hearing.
Mr. Selby states, that “ in'the carly part of spring
they often alight on the newly gown bean and pea
fields, and is inclined to think that their trivial
name has been acquired from théir-apparent ‘pre-
dilection for this kind of food.- (No doubt that
of * segetwm” wase reccived from frequenting tiee
young grain fiellis.) _“ At night, on the North-
umbrian coast, they retire to the wateg, or cise to
some ridge or bar of sand’ on the sea-coast, suffi-
ciently distant from the mn{n]:md':_t.u lea%e a safe
retreat.”¥  Mr. Yarrell also mentions theer arpival
in various of the mbre southern counties, but at a
much earlier period that they are ever observed in
Scotland ; having seen them 'himfn!'f in the munth
of Scptember, and beipg i.nfgrmull that the§ visit
(iloucestorshire even so soon as the month of A“E“"‘Ff
fecding af’ these seusons gn the stubbles. This
avrees nearer with their habits on som® parts of the
Continent, where they have rf'-"::i""d {he cemslion
nate of * Oie des molssons,” or H““L“"""E“E*""‘
During thesr migrations, or in ﬂ‘gfit"’ to ml]} SR
i derable distance, they ly high, and generally in a
; o to their point. Tley are sometines
and we hgve oftell hfun made aware
v Drit.aBindsy il pi 2640 °

.- -

straight lin
very clamorous,
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of their passage overheag during the night from this —* 7

cause, when otherwise they would not have been
discovered. - : :

In summer sonee of the Hebrides are, we believe,
regulsrly visited by therh for the purpose of breed-
ing; and the northern counties of Scotland, as the
limit of their, range, likewise receive a considerable
number of pairs fnr a sumilar _purpose. *  In 1834,
we had the satisfaction of seeing *hem during in-
cubation, upor several of the hrgcr lochs im Suther-
landshire, on some of which they assembléd in
considerable numbers, The fist party was met
with about twelve .miles up Loch’ Shin, and when
walking amidst some long heath, a short distance
from the water's cdgl:_,- on a.piece of very broken
ground, #n old goose was raised from her brood of
newly hatched young ; after allowing herself to be

nearly trampled on, the whole sérambled, as it were, -

to the water, and, when firly afleat, the young
wese left to thiemselves, the parent instinctively
knowing that wihen on that element they were
comparatively safe, which their activity in paddling
from the shore, and repeateddy diving, fbundantly
warranted. @n Loch Naver, broods were again seen,
and specimens of the young were procured about
a fortnight or three weeks old, though their powers
in the water rendered their capture, even with a
boat, a work of exertion and difficulty. On Loch
Laighal they were more abundant still, though

* % A few pairs, it is said, treed annuslly in Sunbiggin
Tamn, near Oiton, Westmorelafid."® Yarrell, iii. p. 61.
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they here suffer more :lastur‘imnm accunrl:ng to the
keoper's account, from thirty tn forty pairs Lréed
1||1:Lm1h and on uh]n:Ltuw ¢llu.- situation of the
nests, we found IILHI} “of thew placed near each
other on lh& small jslandst Sften near the share, and
among heather at, least three fect in length, In
Ireland the Bean Goose ise considered as a frequent
winter visitant.  In Central and Southern Europe
it is also migratory ;" in Northern Lm;_u]lr: it l.tret.‘ds,
and woe met with by Mr. Hewitsom near the arctic
circle. during Jiis excursion for the benufit of his
Oology. The nest was found on gqne of the numer-
ous islands whith coyer the Nﬂrwcg_inn gea ; these
are visited by the natives of the nusblllmurmg coasts
for the sake of the gggs, nnd thé Disds, even in those
remote I.'('"'Iﬂll-‘:l.. are uch pcnccﬁtctl -VL do not
know, however, what the extent of “its gxtra-

. ]Ji.rupunu range 1ay be, eand have no trace of it

from Asia of .:".I'rl::n " and though met with by
Hewitson near to the arctle cirfle, it is nedther
mentioned in the reports of any of the iforthern
yoy agers, —in the * Nortliern ?-::nlu*r;,,' nor by
* Audubor as Ameritan, while in the * Comparative
List,” Amser- Canadensis is placed &5 its uqumtg
-
rk[;*;?‘;;';:;cﬂmc hus ht:h l-nd in cnnﬁm»gmnt
in the cotlection® of tlu: Drmt'lmlurrlml Society in
London. . ‘
- collection we pogicss two specignens _
D S ize and cﬁ'luurmg, but show-
of ooks; RSl :n,f] « outline and sife of the bill,
ing the differences neil

B
L] o
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which we have endeavoured to represent in _the fol-
lowing wood-cut : « .

No. 1 we have always.censidered to be the ordinary
size and proportions of the Bean Goose, thn colour,
of the pale parts Lclng*uranrrc-}cllnu, that of the
nail black; the plumage in this agreeing almost
with that wkich we shall deseribe from a fresh spg-
cimen of the larger billed bird. Soon after examin-
ing these stuffed specimens, we procurdd another
from the Edinburgh marketin a freshestate, agree-
ing in the form of the hill with No. 2. In this
goose we had that member.orange-yellow, black
at the base, in" the wnun Letween the nost:ls

-
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and base of the maxilla, .and with a large oval
nail of® the same colour. T lfﬂ length two file
nine inches ; the head and nesk yellowish brown,
darkest on the erdwn dnd clieeks, and having a
narrow list of white arounds the base of the bill.
The colour of the ngek gradually sl:nding into dark
brownish grey, on the bhck the,feathers tipped
with yellowish white, and having a shaded band
of a darker tiut separating the two colours; the
lower hack and rump uniform grevish black] fol-
lowéd by the pure white upper tail-coverss which
form a narrow ceeseented band, gontrasting with
the dark lower Back gnd tail. ., The tail containing
sixteen feathers of the same colour with the lower
hack, shortly tipped with 'ﬂ!lil{ﬂ and having a nar-
row edging of the samg colour on ¢he outer web of
cach feather. The celour of the back is cottinugd to
the wings of a darker shadeyp with little light edging
on the shoulders, but Kaving the lesser covers with
a broad white tip, and the dark_ttrtials narreavly
edged with that coloyr om Eheir outer m:h:é; the
quills are black at the tips, grey towards the base,
And with & broad wlsite sliafp ; greater covers black.
Below the breast, the feathers shade fitm yellqwish
white to greyish white, and pl.l'rl&_Whltﬁ,Dll the vent
antl under tail-coverts, ilie sides and i'ml.l.:lcrﬂ e
thighs aresimilar to those on the back with

] the
o and feet are ofange yellow. -

pale tips. Tgzs

i led ith the last, but
her species, copfaunde h :
1liu:’:::gu:i:;11ml[|;}' the white nail of the b, the dif-

-
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il GREY LAG-GOOSE. - :

ferent coloar of the feet, its larger size, and some
other less conspicusus distinctions, is the =

Grey Lac-Goosk,¥ AxseErR FErRUS.—Irom the
species of British geese having been so confounded,
the habits of the Grev-lar have been mixed up
with them; and though information that can be
relied or haz been obtained in regard to the others,
we hiave no ve:sy authentic notice of the hird now

before wuz during the breeding time.. or of its Fange “k=T

and migrations. From the testimony of various
writers, it appears lo have been inore common in
former dayy, remaining even to breed; but if the
Iatter fact can be relicd upon, it has many years
since fled from the inroads of cultivation, and may
be gonsidered as a bird of “considerable rarify,
and so far as is at present alcertained, it is ‘not
krown to breed in any part of the British islands.
Mr. Yarrell states that it is equally rare in the
Londan markets, some wipters p;ﬁginnr without
any instances of the the bird being brought in. In
Ireland it is now alse rare, 'E'Imurrh formerly con-
sideved to bave been more abundant. In Céntral
and Sonthesn Europe it is only partially known ; but
in the North, upon the mttlmnly of Mr. Dann] it
regularly hrceds, and a few pairs"at the=ame season
visit some parts ui' Sweden. It is neither, howeve T,

* Grev-lepged Gmﬂn has been lately considered as the eor
rect reading of this name ; as, "howeser, long applied to it, we
prefer the old provineisl spelling,

W
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mentioned 1_1} any of the lrctic cxpl:'flltthns., nor by
Audubon, ® o

This goose hase beer, jl'lt\"r’!] to be the stock of
our d“ull“:llt ated breeds, thougli Mr. Ynm‘:]l hints
that the white-frofited spegies may be also impli-
cated. The ordinary stock has in general the
greatest resemblance to the formérrand a curious
fact is stated by the author we iave so frequently”
had occasion to quote, that a grey-lag gartier.would
onlg mate \'.Elh a tame goose, thnunh females of
both the bean and white-fronfed species “flad been
previously keps on the same wateks.

For two winters fast we hdve baen watehing to
procure a fresh specimen u:tluahamu Butrhave been
unsuccessful. Thd general '».,uluur,mg of the plumage
15 described as smul:“'lm!; similaf’ to the. last, with
which it a distance it may be easily confounded ; and
even when examined afear, without a knowledge of
the differences, tla species may not be at oncé de-
tected. The larger size will always attract sgtention,
the length reaching m‘.;n‘!f three feel.  "Bhe livid
greyish pink of thg feetsand legs serve at once to
mark it from the last; w le tlu. flegh eoloured bill,
with the nails on both mandibles, being while or
nale-c oloured, distinguéshes ¢t Trom {ll other allied
hlrd& yet found,,as natives of Britain. « X

- Te-pooTED GOOSE, ANSER BRACHYRHYN-
I'ne Pixk 1833 — A nser planicopus, Bartlet in

CILUS, ﬂ"‘“"m’ 0 i sl,uwg was eyidently over-

1830 ; Yarrell—}
s « &aid to be fongd it
yarrell.

y Ngritwern Asfa, Chiea, and Jopan,™




il PINK-POOTED GOOSE.

lvcked by our Dritizh Ornithologists, and appeared-
in no eumph-h} m.ul;,r as thatuu‘ t, until the ]ulhlb
cation of the commensement of Mr. Yarrell's third
volume. It was first potjced as new to Britain by
Mr. Bartlet, whetexhibited specimens to the Zoolo-
gical Socicty in II"IH!L and pointed out the distinctions
which q.“n-m,‘u.l between 1t and the two previously
idesenibed species. "The same bird, however, scems to
have been (unknown to Mr. Bartlet,) noticed and
described several ygars previously by the discrieni-
nayng naturalist of Abbeville, M. Baillon, under thf‘
name of * A, E:mm*.frm..rurﬁus or Shomt-Lilled Goose ;'
and singe the time that it has béen thus brou ght into
notice, it turns out-that ivis oceasionally brought to
the Edinbu rhh market” in *nmr.er,* and Mr. J
M-Gillivray, in his paper on “the Zoology of the
Outer” Hc]::-rulcﬂ, states that © they breed i great
numbers in the small islands® of the Sqund of Har-
ris. us well as those of the interior of North Ulist.” +
Mr. Yarrell mentiozs some birds killed in the Eng-
lish counties, and tha? Epcnlmens were Frnqunnt.

in the Lnndnn Taarkets dm-mrr the last thwee win- -

ters.  There iy yet no notice of it frum Treland.
We havg also scarcely any information regarding
its continental, or it extra-Ruropean range. Living
speciinens kave been already kept, by thg London
Zoological and Ornithelogical. Socicties, but have
not yet bred there. »

Duhng the winter of 1841-42, one of consider-
able severity. comparatively Tew wild geese ap-
* Procecd. of Wem. Nat. Hist~Soc. 1840,

+ Annals of Nat. Higt, &e. viii. p. 13,

-




oo PINK-FOOTED GOGSE. 7
peared in the south of ‘\f;:thnd and those which
came under our notice were all . Bean-geese,  Da-
ring the following season, ]312. 42, "y [frese were
ahlmwt equally scarce, but on othe 3d April we
found a specimen pf the* ].mk-funtml birdy along
with one or two hean Lnn"-';e, in the shop of Mr.
Muirhead, poulterer, who'is always most obliging
in 1110mn" us to lnnrcct his cargoes s of wild fow! and
select any thing curious from among them; These
were sedd to have come from the " L"‘sht- coast, along
which, from Edinburgh to Newecastle, the vsild geese,
in spring, and “I.rcn on the move to their breedicg-
grounds, feed on the young wheat, and were for-
merly at this season sent in cq::usultr:ﬂ:lt. niiinbers
to thc Edinburgh market. lhw spesimen fias served
for the fu]lowmg llescrqjtluu i—Infpextrente length it

o fect five.inehes; the bill, from lnvmg

is about twh-ui hcnuﬁ!ﬂ .:'lark, but nppunmd to have

been kepts




73 PINKFOOTED GOOSE.

been of a livid pink:% the mail black but pale
towards its basej.the base of the bill is sur-
rounded by a‘narro?y list of w i'!‘ltl'.‘ and the head,

checks and throat are_ dark clove-brown, shading
into yellowish brown ~1pu-m the-neck ; on the back
and ‘C'IIHIL'H"- the base”of the -feathers is greyish
brawn, cach towards the tip inelining to yellowish
brown, and finally tipped with yellowish white ; on
the lower part of the back and rump they are uni-
form dark greyis ieh black, those nearest the tait tij J;ed
with white; the upper tail-covers pure white, having
thi: crescented pale mark commeén more or less to
the three species; tofl (of fourteen feathers) dark at
the base and broadly tipped with white, the shafis
of the feathers uf"thn sarpe colovr; the wings, except
the quills ind gréhter coversaare of a pu]-:rr tint, the
feathers tipped with the same colour with those, of

the back, but on the sctondarie$ the pale ends are *

broader and nearly pure white. The qhills are black
at tle tips shading int& pale grey on the outer webs,
with very strong hrnm.i white shafts ; the greater co-
vers are dark brownish black. Below, the colour of
the neck gradually shades into & yellowish grey on
the breast and belly, interrupted by the darker base
of the fehthors, fnttll.m;hlmrimfrmtn pure white on the
vent and lower tail-covers; the sides and feathers
covering the thighs are greyish brown, edeh feather
broadly tipped with White. ~ The feet-and legs are

- \\'rmnﬂmﬂspmmdwmﬂwimcminngmd
state; the colgur of the bill was in"some instances of 4 rather
vivid pink, the * crituson-red of Syme ™ the feet were livid,

- -
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fWILD-GEESE, 73
of a livid tint, the nails pala at the base with dark
ﬁ]'iE. 5 e v

o 1

These deseriptions contain moarl 1: all that is
known of the Dritishk “‘“ll—';__ﬁ:lﬂt', which, fromt their
close alliance, have been cgl':ﬁ:umlm’l together ; but
notwithstanding the anthorities we digve given, we
are not sure that theig distnibution or frequency can
Le deduced frow them without fcur'nf camtl_';ulifﬁml.
We fecl®also almost inclined to thinkthat a fourth
species may evem yet be involvél among Stkem in
the large-billed llﬂﬂl of our wood-out, p.66. We
find that this, from the different size and form of
the bill, has been by several authors consiglerid as
the true wild-goose or Grey-lag, while the later
writers do not seemsfo have obeerved fthis bird
ameny their rt‘aﬂnrt:fu,*#, and we have to refrret.that
we have been unable noyv t6 procure a recent speci-
men of that deseribed s having flesh-coloured foct
and the white nail. To bring them at unf:crfinfuru
the observer, the following sugnmary may be of use :
§ i Bt IIrIFf} or GJ"-"F Lnﬁ-ﬂﬂﬂ‘t‘—ﬂl” ]"“gg palt: ﬂ[’-‘i_il-—

colonr, 1ail white; feet and legs dull flesh-

colour ; tail consisting f’f = feathiany, /

2, Pink footed Gmsﬂ--——]%'" short, deep pink_ co-
lour, hail bldck, nostrils oblong; feet and logs
livid pirdk ; tail consisting of 14 feathors. -

3. Bean Goose.—Bill shorty JFenge-ye B It
black, nostrils ronnd ; feet and legs orange-yel-

-
Jow; tail consisting ‘of — feathers.
.- =
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74 © WILD-GEESE. - g
n 1
AGoose. wood-cut Nor 2.—Bill long, umggo-}-cl_-.- Ay
low, nail blaek, nostrils oblong; feet and legs
orange yllow,Tnearly tile-red ; tail consisting A
of 106 feathers,
¥ ~ 8
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THE W E][T[Z I‘HD“-TLI} GOUOSE.

Anger erythroprs; Lixxevs. ,
L r
' PLATE 1.
& A
Anas &rythropus, L:h.-u,—.&, albifrons, (el —Anser erythropus
. " T ¥
and albifrons of wogern Ornithologists.—Oie ricuse, ou dp
front blane.—Lawghing o White-froutel Goose af Dritish
autlors, . "

- I_f

-

Tne White-fronted <Zooze \‘ﬂ“ cxhﬁnt the general
form and colouring of tire three ﬂpﬂrnﬂ we Jm'm now
noticed, end of tlmne in this livery may be rhnked as

“the most frequent after the Béan-goose. Itisa winter

visitant only to this m)untn. appears to have vesy
much the same habits with the others, only it Tre-
quents more upland pasturds, there feeding on the
young graips or grosses; and is sometimes found in
« urnip fields.” s Ffr. Yartell records it as occur-
ring in many 6f the Iinglish counties, “and as keing
i‘mqunnt in the London mgrketwh-ﬂnu winter, where

it is qmno“]mﬁ psteemed for the table. Mr. f:ﬂll:-'.'
ms,mn-:llv on the east gide of our

jsland ; we hdve scen it in the Ldmburgh mirkets,
and have once OF twice fallen 1‘n '5_,1 ith ::. small flock

inter in our aWn \':mml.}': ]'_hg last we
during W1 s

meets w ith"it oc



70 WHITE-URONTED GOISE,

saw was 1aised from a rashy upland sheep-pasture,
where, after a fev turng, it again alighted, and
we procured (he spécimen which will serve for the
fullowing deseription. We do not know its range
further north in Scotiand, but it does not zeem to
reach the extreme northern eoasts, nor to be met
with in the islards,  Inclreland it is frequent.  On
the continent the White-fronted Goose extends
soutl) tosJtals, * but it becomes more frequent in its
range northwatd, and is abundant in Swelen ; in
Laplamd-also it is common, breedirz in both coun-
tries. Out of Evrope, Japan is given to it by Tem-
winek, and the specimens from Northern and Arctic
Ameriea-have been considered identical by all our
anthorities upon the onitholczy of that continent.
Dr. Richerdson states that lis breeding-places are
the “voouy districts skirting the Mackenzie, to .the

north of the sixty-seventh parallel, and also-the”

islands in the Arctic Sea, to which it regularly
passes through the two countries in large flocks. +
Audubon met with them in Kentucky, and high on
the Arkanzas river; their flocks seldom execeded
above thirty or forty, and he considered them as
by far the least shy of the species which are in-
digenous to or that visit that eountry. Thoey pre
eorsidered there as “ delicions eating.”

Head and neck yellowish clove-brown, or dark
wood-brown, the under eyelid paler, -and the fore-
licad or base of the bill yellowish white, separated
from the colour of the hesd by a darker line, which

* M. Savi. + Northern Zoology, p. 466.

e



: RERNICLE GOOSE. i)
gradually shades into it. Plhmage above, dark grey-
ish brown, feathers tipped withspale wood-brown ;
on the wings the .gmund colcar assunes a grey-
ish tinge, except on the quil 5,nwhi‘ch are nearly
black ; upper tail-covers Wh¥e, forming a ciescent
of that colour at the base of"the tail, as in the three
previously described species; tail tipped with white.
Beneath, the colour of the neck shades into pale
wood-brown orf the breast and belly, ggaduglly gain-
ing pure white on the vent aitd under tail-covers;
but the lower parts of the breast, belly, Srel sides,
are iregularly mwtrked or barred, with black, 9n
greater or less proportion.  Audubon considers this
as the mark of breeding J:lum.uge, angl that it is
most diffused during the period of incubation, in
fact, that it forms a imarking somdivhat lifie that on
thg plogers. All thie specimens we have'seen have
been killed in winter, and¢had these dark lines in
various propdrtions; “Feathers covering the flagks
are dark, tipped with pale ‘wood®brown, ands the
thighs are yellowish-brows. | The bill of this spe-

_cies is pale, the nail is white. .
&

@
-
i
Tur BeexicLe GoosE, ANSER LEUGOPSIS, Iiéch-
stein.—Oia bernacle, Temm.—The Bernicle or Par-
-}1;;:{'4!. Glooseof British numun.TThi,g beautiful goose
.. also a winter visitint along_the shores-of our
E%I:m ds, in some parts appearing in ]nrgu flocks, and
is the western coasts apparently }akl:lg the place
of he next, which i equally, or ‘ever more abun-
< by

of the PR




73 GERNICLE GOOSE.

dant on the east side ol the island, each appearing
only as comparative stragglers where their congeners
are most numerous It dues not np[mnr to range
far inland, being = more maritime species than any
of thc‘rpn*c-:'dmg birds; résting by day on the shores,
and commencing to fly mth the twilight, to the
feeding-groungsa “Iuc:h- where we have observed
them, were extensive mérses or flats partially inun-
dated by the higher tides. .

On the shores of-the Solway Firth ther are at
times v abundaht ; and aIT.huutrl\ it is not much
piactised, they are occasionally “ﬂhut during their
ﬂ1ght by \mmng, &r, as it l:_'cﬂ".l!(l on the North-
umhnan_r.'oast, X -'tlnkmg The_',‘ are of some repute
for the table, amd are guperior to any of the * true”
wild-geesg. TheBernicle is 2-bird also easily tamed,
and severil pairs are kept by the London Societies
and at Knowlsley ; bat though egzs have heen
laid, no young have yet been producded. Mr. Yar-
rell states that it s ndt uncommon in the shops of
the Lohdon Poulterers from November to February.
The correct~distribution of the Bernicle c-lse“ here,
seems seamely ascertained ; in Burope it is'not traced
s0 far south d3 the last; it is more frequent in the
north €= a wigratgry bird, but in Lapland, where
the Jast was abundant, this is rare. Its distribution
to America is cither uncertain or the speties is very
rare. In the Compardtive Lt it is entered © North-
_ern parts;” but wb have it not in the Northern
Zoology, while the birds iptreduced under that
name in the appendices t& the previous arctie ex-

L -
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" BERNICLE GOOSE. 790
L:(‘dttmﬂq are in the abmciunmgﬂ work l‘ﬂn‘*l!..ll;!rﬂﬂ.
to be a distinet and new species« there deseribed 2 as
A. Hutchinsii, A ullnlmn m"I:*‘r met w ith it either
on the coast or in t'nc ml.uno:r amd mtrmlucns it to
his biography on the authokit; ty of others, at tlR: same
time he states having seen “mounted specimens in
varions ]nrta. It undoubte dly does not oceur fre-
quently or in any thmg like the nhun:]mmo of
the other Eurepean and Anmnqu geesewsand its
l+rend1u=-p1'1~:.ea are still a desideratian to our orni-
thulnrrlnl knowledge.®  Japan find Northetn Asia
are given to lt BV Temminek. It may be 18-
I'I‘.Iﬂ.i'lh’.[l how l}\‘l}l‘, that “ Darnaele” is a name _com-
monly also applied to the Brent Goosej in the
Edinburgh markets. \ﬂmn,. the Intter spncma is
ahumhnt during wister, it*is Known junder no
other nayme, and this by thc intermixture of its pro-
vingial appellation, eunfusii:n of distribution may
easily oceur. *

In this goose the bill is very smill, and w:tlwtlm
feet and legs black ; the fgrehead in a ling with
the eyes, thc chin, ﬂ“‘““*- and ll“’i'kf arc white;
between the hill and the eys there isa broad line of
interrupted black, and the back of tlie head, aeck,
ayd breast are of a deep and glossy ghadd of the

same colour; on the back this appears to shade
nmdu:ﬂh' 4n, froln the "*l‘l"'"”""'"t .portion "F' the
tcntllms being of that chlour, l;;'ﬁ*;:;“:ﬁ ;": ;I::;zf'
proach the middle, and having the edg Y

& & | suspoct t1
are the great breeding-

¢ sliores :rf't'hn White Sga, to, the castward,
p!nh!s of this bird."™ ‘h.'nn-cl i p. T4,

= e



£ * BRENT GOOSE.,

narrowly ynargined witl white, that also gradually )
broadening. The kywer part of the back 'md all the 3
wings, exceps the guills and greater covers, have - -
the base of the fezthers grey, shading into a band of 1
browmsh black and fnally they are tipped with
white, forming a beautiful and shaste arrangement ;
the quills are bl-ck at the tips, shading into grey at g
the base ; the rymp is black ; the npper tail-covers Y 8
white, forming the crescented band ; the tail entirely e
black. The lower parts beneath the black breast >
are of-» beauntifin silvery white ;; on the flanks £~

brownish grey, feathers tipped with white ; thighs ‘i
black, feathers with pale tips, pr-
T > o

. 8 T |
Tue Bprst Goosey ANSER BRENTA, Willughly, - j
Fieng., Selby. — A. Bernicla, ‘(e evavant, Temm. i
— The Brent or Brand Soogs, Ware Goose of British * -
agthors.—The Brent Goose 12 also a winter visitant; ;
and-as we saw thg lastabundant on the western sides =
of onr yslands, so do we find the present species most
numerons on the eastern coasts. On the north -enstern 5
shores of England, where we have had opportuni- )
ties of secing them, they might be: considered as ’:
entirely maritime, not being known to leave the : i
wa.jor mark, or ever to feed on the pastures or young e

grain. D‘umm ebb-tide, they féd on the banks r:rf {
fostera wmaring, then uncbvered; md Mr. Selby [~
meytions the ulea wtissima as very frequently found
in their stomachs ; at other times they rest on the
sand-banks, which are quite” open, and afford no J

o i



L . BRENT GOOSE. 81

shelter for approach ; or tliey ride, as it_were, just
bif the®land, buoyant upon the 11\'13.\'0, and oceasidn-
ally pluck the sea-grass or weeds which are yet
borne up within fheir reach, Duﬁ}lg the feeding-
time, or when resting, as*w% have last mestioned,
they are elamorous, and a flock is heard at a con-
siderable distance from thé regulagity of the call of
all the members, which i simultancously kept up.
They are also pxtrernely wary, and we haye never
been aljle to approach them openly 3 and according
to the accounfs of Hawker ard other spgrtsmen,
shots are best obtained, either at night, by lyingein
wait in the lin¢ of the flight, or by coasting in a
punt on a day when the wind is favourable, "when
they may either be * run ifito” br watchedfor in the
range of fight. In I_r::lnud'this goose isealso abun-
dant, and furnishes most of the nighﬁ, shooting,
. which Is much fellowed gn various parts of the
coast. Edinkurgh market is largely supplied from
thence. g 8 »
The geographic range, of the Brent Coose is
northward ; we have it in Shictland, andsin Northern
* Europe, Iceland, Hadson's Bay, * Greenland, + H.l'l:‘l
Nova Zembla. T In some of those snorthern lati-
tudes it breeds, but we have no_ information of the
sftuation or structure of t_hu fest ; the epgs are l}l’.‘--
ccribed tos be greyish white. § In_L Norfh America

- - =
sofl- + Seorcehy.
= n,ifh.;;:luﬂ_ Sce n Translation of his * Animal Life™ in,
+ Von inals of Nat. History.

that counti¥s & . .

§ yarrcll.
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it is migratory, but Mr. Audubon states, * the ex-
terct of the mlghhuus of this specics remains®as yet®
unknown.” He did, not observe it to the south-
ward in South C.lrghna or the Téxas, and we have
never ourselves received 4t with any Mexican or
Asiatic collections, thorgh it may range to the
northern extreme of the litter continent.  Mr. Au-
_dubon considers it cxc‘itﬁiwl} a maritime goose,
but easily tamed, “feeding upon” grain ; it has been
knowf: to prm{g,cu.* young in captivity. i
The heed, neck end upper part of, the breast*are
dull black, on the sides of the neck an interrupted
patch of white ; bﬁc}:, ac:lpu!qrs. rimp, and under
parts enterior fo the legs clove-brown, paler on the
latter, each feather’ haviag the tips and margins of
a lighter -‘-mde. Hank ll‘!ﬂ.lhﬂ‘h t1pped with white ;
vent, upper and under tail-covers, the latter exceed-
ing the tail in length, pure white; tail clnvu-bmwn,
qmll& and secondaries blackish brown; bill, lr.‘ga,

and feet black. © The -sexes dd not vary much in
plumagsz. ' .

ot -

¢ -
L)

Tue RED-rREASTED (Goosk, ANSER RUFICOLLIS,
Pallas. — Anas ruficollis, Lath., &¢.— Oie a coun
vour, Temm.— Red-lreasied Goose or Barnacle
of Hritish” authors. — This speoies is .20 unfre-
quently met with either in- Britain or elsewhere,
that we cannot des.ribe it from observation. From
all the informatior. which has been hitherto col-
lected, it appeas to be wne.of the rarest Eure-
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pean birds, and its range elsewhere being little
known, its value to collections is very' great -In
our own country it has been mnm frequently taken
or killed than elsewhers; a Sct which would lead
us to believe that some [n.i; distant and little vi-
sited region will afford a l:;rc{:tlmg- station to some
troops of this beantiful bixd, for its great scarcity in
any known locality, r:.-nd[.-ra it difficult,to account

for the spnnimcns which from time to time have ve-

curred in our islands, amounting Jw,“irom the -

statistics so E:!.l‘qul]_'f brought tugelhcr by Mr. Yar-
rell, to seven Or t;-irrht instances. These have prin-
cipally been in the south, but oné’in Mr. Bullock's
collection was killed near Berwick or Tweed, svhich
15 the most northern British rarge ofi record. A
few other !peclmm‘ § are nsentioped by Temminck
and Nilsson, in Scan@inavia and“northan Europe,
buet alinost nothing is known of its habits. = Tt is
sanl, and the informatien is handed down from one
to another, to breed on the shorgs of the Fruien
Ocean, but we scarcely trace =y minute or re-
cent authenticity of the Tast. The latest uceount
from observation is that of M. Menetrics, who,
during the Ruaainn.expr:diﬁan on the Caucasus and
frontiers of Persia, observed a considerable fluck of
this species near Leukozan, se exhausfed that they
were caught by the hand and preserved in ﬁptﬁ'lw
In ﬁ:cﬂmg they prefurl;ed veggtables to grain.*®

“ Forchedll, crown of the bead, list down the

back of the neck, chin, throat, and ]mnd exteading-

* Quoted ‘f,:f.rlu:\"um;li. lil, p. 82,

e
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upwards to the eye, black, Between the bill and 4
the eye is a large cpot of white; behind the eye. |
and ﬂurruundmw a I..rge patch of or:xngc-‘.:-t'uun on e
each side of theneck 13 a list of white, which is ex-
tended farther, and Torms a line of division between
the orange-browr and lh;mk of the lower part of the ‘
neck ; front of the lower part of the neck and breast |
fine orange-brosn, the latter margined by a list of _
black and another«of white ; n‘mudmtnl}r before the A=
shoulderd s a“secend bar of white ; mantle, belly,
wings, and tail, hlad,. abdomen, vent, thighs, upper - __~ ]
and under tail-covers, white; bill feddish lrown, g g
with the nail bitek; legs blncliﬁh_ brown, with a
reddish tinge,"—is the dﬁcﬁptinn by Mr. Selby of

ol T e - -

i

the Wyclife specimen, naw in the collection of the . -
Newecastle Nat uml Histery Soefﬁy |
"~ ."" . i li

Axser Caxapexsis, Caxepa Goose.—Anser Ca- -3
nadensis Steph., Richards.—Cygrus Canadensis, Jen. o

—Canada Gooss or Cravat Goose of British authors.
—The Canada Goose izomitted by Mr. Selby in his
British Birds; -by Mr. Jenyns it is said to.be intro- -
duced into Eyrope fromi America, but Mr. Yarrell
consjders that some of the birds or small flocks
which are frequenily met with, are really visitants
from another country. We see no reason why some Z
specimens, as wel as ofher nn;thern birds, should not — ﬂ
loose the line of their I'I!T"—"Tﬂf.lml, and sedi our shores, )
-and ithat they would thus have as strong a claim

upon us as natives as man¥y other birds which are -
= L
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10w admitted in our Fautla ; at the same time it is
“a birdso easily donzesticated, and so frequently kept
where there are '1rtiﬁc1'1l waters, t] at we have no
doubt many escape or stmy, and are at times killed
and considered wild, Tt*his been killed invarious
parts of England, but we to not know or recollect
of any Scotch instances "of its nnLlure' at times
small flocks have appeared, some pairs of which-
would remain-after the mass hs d | departegd, und EC-
Iec:t anbreeding spot where ‘tlu.jr would rear the ~
young. An instance of this is rélated to have taken
place near Derbyg where an artifigial piece of water
was selected for a lr_meding place ;¥ the birds thus
exhibiting none of the wnnnuss we usually see among
this trll.n:- and in, this :nsotnnl:e we “uulll rather
consider that they »ad been aGustom@d to con-
finemept, and had" selected a situation Zesembling
that to which they had bezn used. In their native
countries, however, thiey are far from wild, and are
described by Dr. Richardson gd' casily decryed,
several are often killed at-a shot, and by Audubon .
they are stated to afford a frequent t®mptation to
the spnrtsman. Cant urmt.hﬁlﬂﬂlst also observes,
that they breed sparingly at the firesent day in
many parts of the western dmlr;qis on the Missouri,
Mississippi, the lower parts of the ﬂ]ﬂa, Lake I}rm,
&c. ; he also found them on the Magdeline Islands, .
I\ewfuund}am], and Librador? In the Western and
Eastern States it is crossed wﬂh ‘the common goose,
and the breed is considered superior; it is more
+ Seo Mag. Of Nit. Hist. viiis p. 255.

oa A
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le'. rearad and ‘u[lﬂl!'dl y fattened, and hrmgﬂ a
higher price in the market.* The specics is of ]arg'l:
size, measuring in le ygth above forty inches. The
head, neck, and u 1pcr breast are black ; the chin
and thioat marked wit') & white patch which passes
upon each side in a point behind the auriculars. The
upper parts are Mackish brown; the feathers edged
with a palér colour; quills, tail, and rump black ;
upper tail-covers white ; fore part of the breast and
under tail-cove:s alss white; the sides of th~ breast
of a pudeébrown, the feathers havirg paler edges;
bifl, legs, and fet are black. IIr. Yarrell states,
that thc organ of voice is similar in Structure to that
of the mute swan.

These are all <he British species which enter into
the typicdl genu or the &ve geese, and whose
strorehbold perhaps is Europe and North America.

The other forms which Lave been placed in the suh- -

family being all found in otder and ¥armer coun-
tries, and consequently (we may almost say) they
are all iWberrant, and are sither wanting altogether to
the British iist, or appear as rare examples of insu-
lated gesera.  'We may perhaps exempt the swans™
from these, which also belong in part to temperate or
northern conntries, thuun'h therr distribution is more
extended th:m the geese.

There are only other two forms which oceur in
our islands. The one, Chénaloper, Mr. Swainson
thinks, may find a'place as a sub-genus in Dendro-
cygna, or among the Tree Ducks, which are marked

tooe Aud, ol .
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‘h_}' lengthened toes and hallux, the claws con-
siderally curved, tho former connected by a more
deeply cut uniting membrans, the tarsi also ure
more than usually t.-lm;gatfd'; A8 Higniﬁeﬂ by the
name, the principal memliers of it are to a consider-
able extent arboreal in hab. The species we have
now to notice, however, 55{']{!.'! considerably off from

the types, being grallatorial in habit, strdng, rearing -

its young easiby in confinement, A
CrexaLorex.—Generic chardeters—Bi¥ rather
depressed, lamine slight, intpmal, completély
hid by thé edges, nostrils round, basal ; fect
grallatorial, tibiee bare above the,tarsal joint,
hallux articulgted nbg'iu the plane of the foot,
not lobed ; winas ample, tgberculdied at the
_cagpal joint, second quill longest.
Type.—C. Eyyptiaca. o
Note,—Euwrcope, :iﬁ"icn.
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Tne Eaveriax Goose, CHENA Lm:rn::*Ea'-r'prucn.

" —Anas dnd Anser Egyptiacg of authors—The Egyp-
tian Goose of British authors.— Villpanser of the
ancients.—This species is easily kept gnd rearcd in
confinement, and is in dinseqiience frequently to be

found in «the vieinity of artificial wattrs, and in

parks or pleasure-grounds ; ffom this circumstanee
many of thoée specimens which have been killed as

wild birds, have made their escape or strayed “from”

their civilized residences’; such wd congider to have
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8 EGYPTIAN GOOSE., . @

been the case with thosh which were shot on the
Tweed in 1839, and on the Fesn Islands in"1830 ;7
some of which ,we s&'-p_' and examined, and had little
doubt at the time that they had “previously formed
part ofs the interesting: collectiop kept at Gosford
House on the banks of~the Firth of Forth. We
agree, neverthelegs, with Mr. Yarrell in thinking,
that all the birds killed i our islands may not have
been derived from these sources, and specimens of
this goose are just as-ikely to stray from Africa, as
several stler birds which claim that, country niore
peculiarly as their own, particulazly when they are
found in flocks amonating to eighty in number, as in
that séen in Hampshire. They have also been met
with in several other English tounties; in Scotland,
besides those onftthe Tweed,.once near Glasgow ;
and also ix Ireland. Temmincle gives the south of
Eumpe as their range out of Dritain, where thiey
occur also in stmcrL,Ilu-'r pnrﬂr::‘l Northern Africa
is, hewever, theit natural station, and so far as we can
zain inivrmation, they spread over the northern half
of that conttaent. We have received a specimen in

a collection understood_to be-made in"Southern”

Africa, but coald not ascertain its exact locality, or
whethez it had not been elsewhere procured. The
nidification in a wild state 3s not described, neithfr
have we ady detailed notice of their habits.

The .specimen from Southern Africp alluded to
has the base of the bill and a space sufrounding the
eves chestnut brown (reddish). The checks, crown,
chin, and throat, yellowislz white ; the neck is yel-

.r “"
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lowish brown,  paler on tlf: fore part, and on the
back refidish browng the upper_part of the back,

the Lreast and fl: mLs, pale _v,n.,ﬂumnh brown, " mi-
nutely waved with a darker tint, ‘centre of the
breast and belly nearly white, with a patch of
chestnut-brown where these parts may be said to
Join ; vent and under tail-covers l]lpﬂ orange ; the
Iwn_r back, rump, upper t1.1~cmer$. and tail, black ;

wings, as far as the grmtur covers, pure white, the
Lm:er having a deep black bar nehr their tip 3 the

" scapfilars and tertials chestnut rady Sgreyizh brown

on the inner webs, secondaries black st the tips, arl
with the outer webs brilliant \arjmg green, quills
black, mrp'ﬂ joint with a prominent tub{:rcu., a
fine specimen killed on Hnﬂy Isiand, and pmcumd
for me by Mr. Sclby, ﬂoes not matrially differ, the
white on the wings being slightly clouded:,

The other insulated genvs to which we alluded,
PrecrropteErvs of Leach, or the Spur-wmhed
Geese, named from having the wings armed at i
carpal joints with tubcrclcj or apurs It ﬂ con-
sidered by Mr. Swainson as a rasorial sype.” The
épecies wliich has been Killed in Dritain is the
PLECTROPTERUS GM:EI:Nsls, introdueed  into_our
Fauna upon a single specimen killed i Cornwall
in “June 1821, presented to Nr. Bewick, serving
for the figure in +his Water-birds, and "now de-
posited in thg museum: at Nenmstln—upnu Tyne.
It was scen for several days nea:’ a small fishing-
pInr:e associated with the, commoh geese at a farm
in the vicinity, and was much disturtt:d before being

—
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88 EGYPTIAN GOOSE._

been the case with those which were shot on the
Tweed in 1839, and on the Fern Islands in"1830
some of which ,we sap and examined, and had little
doubt at the time that they had “previously formed
part ofs the interesting’ collection kept at Gosford
House on the banks of“the Firth of Forth. We
agree, nevertheless, with Mr. Yarrell in thinking,
that all thé birds killed it our islands may not have
been derived from these sources, and specimens of
this goose are just as-likely to stray from Africa, as
several sther birds which claim tha{, country miore
pevuliarly as their own, particulasly when they are
found in flocks amounting to eighty in number, as in
that seen in Hampshire. They have also been met
with in several other English tounties ; in Scotland,

besides these on-the I].“‘ft_d once near Glasgow ;

and 2!so ix' Ireland. Tcmmmr:k gives the sauth of

Europe as their range eut of Britain. where thc}r -

occur also in straggling pn.rhcs. Northern Africa
is, hewever, theit’ rmturnl station, and so far as we can
rain iniormation, ihc}‘" s{read over the northern half

&
of that contizent. We have received a specimen in

a collection understood_ to be~made in Southern®

Africa, but could not ascertain its exact locality, or
whéther it hgd not been elsewhere procured. The
mdlﬁmtmn in a wild &tate s not deseribed, neither
have we un_',r detailed notice of their habits.

The .specimen from Southern Africg alluded to
has the base of thebill and a space surrounding the
eves chestnut brown (reddish). The checks, crown,
chin, and throat, yellowislk wlkite; the neck is yel-

-
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EGYPTIAN GOOSE, 80

]?wﬁh h“_’w"fPﬂt‘l‘ on the fore part, and on the
back reddish brown: the upper, part of the back,
the breast and flanks, pale yellowish brown,: mi-
nutely waved with a darker tint, ‘centre of the
breast and belly nearly wlite, with a patch of
?llustnutwhmwn where these parts may be said to
Join ; vent and under tail-covers Luff orange ; the
lower back, rump, upper tail-covers and tail, black ;
wings, as far as the greater covers, pure white, the
latter having a deep black bas near Aheir'tip § the
“scapfilars and tertials chestnut v, greyishdrown
on the inner webs, secondaries black jit the tips, aml
with the outer wWebs brilliant varying green, quills
black, carpal joint with a r:umi_i;mn‘t _pulmrc{:}; a
fine specimen killed on Hoiy Isiand, and procured

for me by Mr, Selby, does not mab=naiy rer; e

white on_the wings being slightly clouded.

- The other insulaied genvs to which we alluded,
Precrroprervs of Leach, or the Spur-winged
Geese, named from having the wings armed at tho
carpal joints with tubercles or spurs. It i, con-
sidercd by Mr. Swainson as a rasorial ‘ype. The
épecies wlhiich has been killed in Diritain is the
Precrroprerus Gampexnsis, introducad into our
Fauna upon a single specimen killed in Coznwall
in June 1821, presentec to Mr. Bewick, serving
for the fignre in -his Water-birds, and now de-
posited in the museum at Nowcastle-upon-Tyne.
It was scen for several days neai a small fishing-
place, associated with the common geese at a farm
in the vicinity, and wa: much disturted before being

™~



00 EGYPTLAN GOOSE. ’

finally shot. Bewick'® descriptionr of this single
specimen is as follows :—* The bill is reddish-yel-
low, with a jointed- prntuber&ucﬂ on the base of the
upper nmndli‘]u 4hé upptr parts of the head and
neck are dingy browd’; the auriculars and sides of
the threat white, spoited with brown; the lower
part of the neck, sides of the breast, and all the
upper phitmage appear Black, but this colour is lost,
particnlarly in the seapulars and textials, which are
most resplenden*ly bronzed and glossed with bril-
liant =reen, and most of the outer webs of the |
fruthers partake of the same h=c; on the bend of
the wings or wrist-is placed _a stfong white homy
spufturning upwi hirs ghout ﬁrc-{-whths of an inch
in length, and- poi.. En r rather inwards ; ; the whole
of the »iges oftthe wing fram the alula spuria to
the elbev and shoulder are white, all the under
parts the same.” Th= bird dpparently has been-
scarcely in complete plumae. s

Befbre di:scrihﬂ;g the -more typical ducks, we shall
shortly not®ce the swans belonging to the present
sub-family. Thoj' are far mere natatorial in their
habits, thei? unwieldy size and weight unfitting
tifem for frequent ﬂlght., though, at the same hrne,
their porwers for sustainind t.hemselvm and perform-
ing long *migrations are very ample. -The neck is
much more elongafed then in the Jbirds we have
already described, giving facilities for procuring food
and cropping vegetation under water, and it is used
in a simitir dianner to“that member among the

- B
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; CYGNUS, 01

i ﬂn"'inﬁﬂﬁs ; the one reaching deep water by means
of lf'ngthum-d legs, the other being supported on its
surface by its form and ample plumage.

Ll
-

Cvex us.— Generic charactecs.—DBill equally wide
throughout its length, bese elevated, sometimes
tuberenlated, laminge nearly concealed, nostrils
medial ; wings long, ample; legs placed far
back, short. hallux small, not tobed.

j\/ Typesy—C. ferus, Bewickii, &. «
] Noie.—Gregarjous in winter ; siwe large sotrachen

4 convoluted in the stprnum ; cosmopolite. 7
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BRITISH SWANS.

e
-
T PLATE II.* 3
. R O |

Ix the accompanying plate we have endeavoured to
shew the principal external distinctions of the four A
species of swans which eecasionally visit this country. _
The plumage of all of them is so similar, that with- wrYl

out noticing <he differences of the bill angd head, or .

e

compariag the sizucture of the trachea and its con- L\
solutions, there is great difficulty in distinguishing

”

them. ~
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-u, THE-MUTE OR BAME SWAN,

-
e -

Clugnus olar,

- PLATE IL* Fia. 2,°

Is easily distinguished from the Hooper, or Bewick s '
Swan, by-the distribution of the colours on the -
bill. In the two last the apical half of the bill s

black, the-base wellow in different proportions,

while in the domesticated bird the reverse is the

case, the bill being of a rich reddish orange,"the
nail, base, space between the oye, and tuberele ar - ==
knok, bladk ; internally the trachea is simple, and\'?{._ '
enters directly into the cavity of the body, conse-
quently the sternum has no hollow in its keel £,

its receptivn. . # v J

3
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THE MUYVE on TANT EWAN, 03

This species is chiefly known as an omazment on_
our rivers or artificial’ waters, and at a very v.nr‘ly
period of our history” so, mucl! impertance was
attached to having these birds, that laws wero en-
acted, and it required .a m%t}ﬂn qualification ‘and
sometimes royal consent for. persons to keep them
on their domain, and l:unnef differert marks were
adopted by which the -owners or companfes could
distinguish their“own birds. Mr. Yar—¥, 2 his
fll‘:[ﬂl’}[ ofthis bird, has givena \larlr mEurestmg ab-

" stract of the ancicnt laws and usages regarding this

o

subject, to which we shall refer our rraders.* The
marks were generally snade upin the bill in the
manner represented on the accompanying cut which
we have taken the libzsty to berrow from one of tha
many which the 1hu1m fiontioned in* "lhgtml nul]mr

W(OOO gt
(o

The upper figure is the Royal Swan-mark of opr
most gracious Queen, Vieteria, who at the lnst swan-
* Yarrell, BritBirds, vol. iif. p* 124,
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voyage sossessed, 232 birds.  The lower figure. i8 7
that of Lord Buckhurst, and the keys adopted have
reference to the office of Chdmberlain to the House-
hold. "

There seems to 'E:L"wr'. few records of this species
appearing in a wild stage in Britain, none in modern
days. Their mtural msidence seems to be Eastern
Europe, “but our information, is }'et scanty. * Mr.
Birictlapd<tatps that the species visits bm} run Bay
in "-‘l.‘ll'ltE'l' -

B - - x .
L -

-
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- THErHCOPER OR WILD SWAN.

i Mo es Feri. % X
PLATE H,* ¥ 1. e
.

Tﬂ]sﬂspunieﬁ ia4he most common in Britain, Leing
a gemeral winter visitint, frequenting at this time
the coasts ofEngland, and the lochs, tggether with
ucmsmuaii, the shores and infand estuarics of Scot-
I.md, in severe weather frequently ascending the
courses ofyrivers dog many miles ; we possess afine
specimery, of one killed on the river Annan in our
vicinity, and know that they have beedt shot on the ~_
Nith" as high ag ISI'I.I]]].I‘I.I.‘IIIE, and ®n some alpine 4
lechs on the confnes of Dumlries-shire and Selkirk-
shire, they are rl.'l:'ql.li.'l:lth-'tﬂ be met with in winter.
* Sibbeld indudes 1b.ua amogs the Virds of Scotland

‘tn
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HOOFER OR WIIL) BWAN, L1

In the Edinburgh market, and among the poulterers

there, a fow specimens.generally occur during winter,

all of which are said to come from the * North."

In the time of Mr Low'a few pairsvwere said to

breed in Orkney, but we have-heen unable to sscer-

tain if this still continues. » The greater mass mi-

grate and incubate in the northern countries of

Europe. We have, however, few recopds of an

- extra-European .range, the American bird being

= now congidered distinet. In confinement to artifi-

« — cial waters, this swan seems very readily to accom-

modate itself. In the gardens of the Zoological

Society they have repeatedly bred.

= The wild swan is easily distinguished from “the

last by the want of the knol and' black base of the

bill. This member is urnngél}'cllu']' for mure thin

half its length ; the zolour extends forward. on the

odges of the mandible, and forms a lengthened tri-

angle of that eslour, the wapical portion of the bill

is black. The plumage is pure white, but on the

head, cheeks, and upper part of the neck, iz often

narrowly streaked with reddisn brown ; she young

are often of a dull brown { internally, the teachea

r forms a convolution inside the keel of the sternum,

entering and returning inside of the os furcutr-nuh"
the bronchial divisions are of considerablé li.:lgth

¥ L
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BEW.COKX'S 8WAN,

2t
Cymus Bewicli.
TLATE'IL* Fio. 4

A pisTiver 'pEl'JlE" of Swan cmh‘ bﬂ-‘ran o attract :
attent’on about ile years 1827 or 28, altlmumh one i
wr two Ornithologists had previously examined spe- ™%
cimens and pointed out distinctions. Soon after, its 4
dedication, to hand down to posterity the Omitho-
logist of Neweastle, wus h}' common consent recog-
mised.  Specimns have smce been procured in
seeral fhstru:t.s of England, Scotland and Ireland,
but it is by no means common. A good many.
swans occurred last winter'is the Edizburgh markets,
where we were on the outlook for any thing re-
mark.ble, but tfiey were all birds of the preceding
speeies, a~d it may'be considered as a much rarer
bird. ~ On thé continerfe it has also been sparingly
obtained, but nearly the same proportional disparity
#{ numbers occur there, while its range over Europe
or beyond that hmuﬁlnr} s comparatively unkndwn.,
M. Temininck states that it breeds in Iceland. -~

The adult plumsze is white after pn.sslng through "F-" "
the: changes of Qull brown, as we saw in the last, °
The head and ndek are also generally streaked with
rufous.  Bat I is easily.distinguished by its lesser fi
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) POLISIE 827AN. a7

< size, and by the colouring of the _bill, whizh has the
greater“part of its terminal portion black, the umnlﬁn
7t the base assuming acarly thedform nf an oval spot
carried out to the &ye. This s] -apcuns fias also a con-
volution of the trachéa within the sternum, sbut it
enters the cavity outside the' os furcatorius, and the
bronchial divarications are yery shert,

FOLISH SWAN, -

Cigmus iminwtabifis, Y ARRELL,

-y & +
; -

PLATE IL* J5a. 3, i —
: - 3

ArreEars to have been first brought into nesce

_as a DBritish Dbird by Mr. Yarrell in 1838, who

exhibited a specimen %0 the Zoological Society.

Ie states, that durfng the severe_ Sweather of she
winter of that year, sm'c.nl flocks of thése Po-—

lish Swans were seen pursuing a soutifern course

along the line of our norfh-east coast front~Scot-

land to the mouth of the Thames, and’several Spe-

cimens were obtained.” Four were shet our of 3

2 flodk of thirty on the Mefiway, *and the bird abeye
- alluded to weas onesof these; one or two other Epe- -y
"4 cimens are recgrded as shot sinde, jn different-parts
of England. Nothing appears to be known abont
its range, farther than that the” London dealers
receive sLma of alargeswin from thé Baltic known

: Ll - - G
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ah FOL, 1T SWAY. . |
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under this name, and we think, considered by "ﬂr S
Yarrell as identical with it.  Fhe Polish S%an is’a

large species, |11|:'15u'1n;: ﬁft\' ..u'l. en inclies in lcngtll E -
the plumage at ol ages is pu o white, which in -
fact was the circumstande whigh first directed at- J
tention to the bird 3 the bill s reddish orange, that

colour crmpln}c!-" Eurmtmdmﬂ the nostrils ; the nail, -
lateral marzins, nn‘.fl base with the space to the eye,
arg. Llngly -mri .‘L"m in a 'I]]"IIE knewn to be cight 3
or nine }mrs old, the tubercle is extmmclg, ﬂmnll %
feet and legs slate grey; the traghea is withont “ee
thie sternal con=olutions. -

-
Ll

&
h:llumng the birds we have now described, we 54
plece the Typleal HD[LE&'. or jhe * River Ducks,”
as they<are tefined by Sgainson. In these we
hat> continued the easy or feady domgstication, |
as 11'1rt1cuhr1'lr observed in thé tame duck and itse
varieties, sprmn'mg onmmﬂi}' from 4 wild race still
extsting ; all thg genera also, at least all that have %
~———been J.ni:d take at onec almost with confinement,
and breedTeadily in tlir‘:t condition. In habits tlu;".r
are fleviatile or pnlustnnn, mest of them not comi-
"nmn.h frequinting the sea; and n.h'lmugh ﬂw;. pos-
igss ;_j.'ruatﬂnctlnty on the waters, swimming w1t]|
ease, and diving to aviid danger, they do "ot 2 d
dive in search uf food, or ln‘E so aknost exclu- "
sively on that L*[qmé'nt. as fhe Fuligulne.  The bill Y
awg]” tongue are furnlerl upon a plan to search into
soft mud, nnmn" the roots of aquatic plant*. and
under the® gm’c:} margifls of the lakes and rivers,

i
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nd from the structure nudiseneﬂul;ty of the edges

OF thes? members, they are calfulated to separate
the nourishing particlesyfrom _the mud, sand, or
herbage, and to seck thelr fofl in the dark. The
legs are placed m;n'}l].;urult«r She centre of the bady,
and consequently the' greater number of the species
walk freely ; and the feet; though they are amply
webbed, have the membraze lining tht haoflux cither
narrow or entirely wanting,. W@ shall place first

in this gub-family, not as typical® Vi1t but as ap-~ -
+ paréntly somewhat allied to the srue geese, and on

one gide leading frem them, the sheldrakes, of whish
we possess two very beautiful examples, one of them,
during the breeding "season, common everywhere
around our shores. Befoie giving the Eharacters,
we must, however, EI,lErt.lfltmticu an Anericaifand
Asiatic form whick is beginning'to ctéeh into our

- ]i.ls?":-‘, and which would lead from the t.rl.-n"'ﬁeei_rv

( Dendrocygnis) mentioned in the description of the
spur-winged Egyptian goose. This % the genus Dién-
dronessa, of which the beautiful Cummer @ wood-
duck of North America is thé most familiar ckample,

“while andther inhabiting the watéis of Chipa may
"

now soon become as plentiful in eur collections.
A pair of these birds were shot some yegrs siuce
near Dorking in Surrey; * but we havd no reason to
believe that they were really accidentalswanddTers ;
many speciipens are kept on artificial waters, and
as in the instances of the Egy]:tfnh geese, they have
most probably cseaped. The Zpeecies seems tasily
s * Jenyne. .
*
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domesticated, and in a ‘wild state feeds chiefly on i
grains or seeds, ang insects ; during incubation they
are partially arboregl in their habits, perch on trees

and place th¥ir nests in the hollow trunks or ":
]1:‘.11‘1(‘1,&'3 ,' " j
Taporxa, Legeh.—Generic characters—DBill de- _ j
pressed At tip, sthtlv undulated in its la- 1
., teral oyﬁline slightly dilated at the tip, base "
" elevatéd with a knob in front ; maxjlla con- s
cealing the wandible ; lamelle searcely visible ‘\-_‘f"
externally, not developed ; avings long, tertials ™% 4
‘broad, carpal joints with a rudimentary knob ;
tarsi with hallux articulated high.
Types. -—~T:1rfarna Bumu, tﬂn ' i
Note.— Breed ‘n holes. Epmpe, Asia.
g i
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THE COMMNON SHEILDRAKE.

Tadorna ,'Ei‘dama‘i.&" 2
* &

= PLATE II. P L

Amas tadoma, Linn, de.—Tadoma viipanser, Flee. Selby,
dre.—Canard tadarmne, Temm —Shmldnlku ar l.'.‘uumrnu
Sheildrke of British avthors.

WE have preferred the spectfic nameof  Blonii” for
the Sheildrake to that of « \'?.‘:.lp-mser les# it shiuld
mislead, it being npnnrcnt that thit nanis - was an-
_cienttly applied to the Egyptian goose previously
deséribed, I the full aflult state of this bird, from
the decided markings of clear whites reddish orange,
and black, it is one ' of our most beliutiful and clean,
Icokmg ducks. It is, we believe, a truly maritime
species, orm shore dyck, bring seldUM or nexgr scen
far inland, nor frequenting fresh waters, 2xeept r.lunng_
the season of incubation. At that scason ‘it -is
cofamon, and frequents most ¢f the British shores, ”
where there is an extent of flat common Gr w arfen,
or undulating land free-from eover, and where the
shore in nllll'lgptmn is low and sandy. These aze its
frequent haunts, but we lmvt metwith it also where
the sandy shore had a,pmmpltuus beundeary covered

-




102 COMMON SHE,LDRAKE.

with brushwood, but inwsrsected with bays ; and by
the mouths of rivers we havp seen them~cominy
from their inland breediyg places over extensive
woods, skimming wich a .ow fifzht JHSt above the
trees, , It breeds in the holes 11131 crevices of rocks,

and when near a warren, seledts the rabbit burrows.
When the young are hatched, they are conducted
to the seas.anu Mr.. Selbyr states, arc sometimes car-
ricd in ﬂ:ur___lnll of the parents to their protecting
etlement. it cohie ypon when the young are newly
hatched, .the oldbirds endeavour to lead off tlw= in-
truder by feigning lameness like gome of the rasores
and "ﬂllatnres huL when they have reached a more
advanced state, unless a dog is present, they almost
invariabiy Hy sraight sway. When half fledged,
however,cthey are spfilom fuund far from water,
thanzh v have once or f.mcnucomu upon them on

ihie fat zands of the Solway, more than half-a-faile .

from the sea or any streans 3 but notwithstanding, a
single specimencwas all that eofild be obtained, from
the breod scattening, and making use of every little
pool as a epver by diving, which in an extremity of
thig kivd they o moest 1.,tm:rlj:. We have usnally
found the sheildrakes arriving about their breeding
grounds in the beginning of Mareh ; and where land
had been embanked *from cthe sea, have seen th2m
cariy in the morning frequenting the fallow or newly
sown grounds. © After the -young lm*.'e been fully “>—~
fledged, they appear to keep to the o[h:n sca, ani we
have seldom then” seen themn on land, and neither
have we seon them on the coasts after September.
e
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I I!t',‘r' are generally -.l'istrih:; ed in Britain wherever
-‘?llifnllie localities ocgur, and 1ange to the Yery norgh
of Scotland and to ﬂrl;nc“_'.;. On the shores of Europe
they also appear from Sv'edesto Italy ; out of Ku-
rope, on the authoity of Tt-mmiﬂcl{, they are found
nJapan. They arcessily kpfzt in confinement where
they have aceess to water, and form a very handsome
ornament, but they do npt breed fscely, inder re-
straint ; per}ml\s the*want of a sustablescover or re-*
treat may have some effect in prevogni, s, T e
have not generally seen any plage provided where
they could forin 4 _nest, as among rocks o l;-urmg's.
The nests we lmve seen in an artfiicial state were
placed under some lmshes or fmrhngo, and férmed
with the down from the &ird Jike thitesf a tame
duck when breeding away® from the poultry-§ifid. |

Head and neck gl:::ehy blackish%rreen ,:_l'ﬁwcr part __

of*neek and uppen breast pure white, succectiéd by
a broad pectoral ands harrow dorsal band of pale
chestnut-red ; centte of back, romyp, tail, shoulders,
lesser wing-covers, sides and t1ghs, pugg white ;
scapulars, quills, and tip ofsthe tail, black » tertials
white, oater webs broadly edged=mth cligstnut, se-
parated from the white by a dark lige aimmng into

both colours; centre of the helly and running throygh

fhie chiestout band, black ; vent ihd under tail-covers
pale yellgwish rgd.  The young birds have net the
bright colonring or decided markings of the old ; the
chestnut colburs are more of a Blackish brown, and
the white is clouded with grew  The glossy black
of the head and nek if also wangjng ; the fore part

o e
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lﬂl RUDDY SIIEII:I‘IR}RE‘.K '
of the neck being whive, thetcrown and back of
the neck blackish Lrown. . . !

i =

Tae Ruppy SneiLgnyke, T.DORNA RUTILA.—
A. rutila, Pall.—Rutdy or Casarka Sheildrake of
British authors.—Three specimens of this rare and
handsome duck arp all Jon which we can rest its
t:him _as Drltish ;“the first aml original one, a fe-
cmmeay o 15 www _o1tthe Newcastle Museum, it was
killed in Darsct‘thire another, that which sexved
Mr. “wlln for his Illustrations, is now in that gentle-
mai's collection; and the third was shot in 1834 upon
the Sussex coast. 1t is also & rare bird in Central
and Soutlera Europe, kut scems to stretch to the
easi-.nd agross the Asictic bowidary. It is “ abun-
dant at Erzioom, l'rnquents miarshes during the day,

but te.ds late in the ev ening nnd.ﬂnrly in the morn-

ing in corn and stubble ficlls;” great, numbers “on
the Lake Van jn August.”* -Found also on the
Indian Peninsula;” on the authority of both Colonel
Sykes zud Mr. Jerdan ; the latter remarks, * This
large duck is le=z= common towards the south than.
in lhﬂ more purthurn farts of the Peninsula. Is
freaueatly seen in pairs, or small parties of four,
£v<y or six, Sut occasionally, as in the Chilka Laks,
in numerovs flocks of some hundreds ; un]} found,
so far as I can learn, in the Peninsula doring the

cold “enther. + = il

= * Dickson anil Ross, quoted from Yarrell
+ Maydras Jourual of Sience for 1840,

FLAN
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- “ Fore head, n':m{:ks, and ghin, pale ochreous-yel-
10w ; refion of the eyes, erown®of the fiead and
nape of the neck, greyish yhite ; nccl: as far s the
collar, ochreous-yel™w, timged “wigh erange ; ecollar
about half an inch i n mdth" glossed with green;
breast, mantle, scaputars, n.ml under parts of the
body, gall-stone yellow tifiged with orange, being
deepest upon the breast ; the feaiher:, on Ahe upper
parts of the body have their nmrgﬂ‘ls yaicr , and the
long tertjals pass into sienna yellpw’; Lasser :md mid-

S dle veing-covers Jvhite; secondary qaills gre#n,.é.losa-
cd with purple and forming a large spmulum-*
greater quills blaek ; lower part of The back, upper
tail-covers, and tail, black glossed with green ; Lill,
legs, and feet Llack.” ™ I‘c‘?hale'is said to "i'»'mt tlm
black collar.

o L]

LR - g

. .
.

-

. We shall next examine the true ducks, or Those
where the lanrine of thebill are farthest dev cloped,
and shall show first the form of wléch the commén
wild duck is typical, as s:-qr}"ng forward the great,_
facility or domestication in & species which®in its y
fative hadnts exhilits efceeding Wariness We
do not here fipd the lamine either mueh developed
or m:poﬂul, at the same time the w huir.. food is fakon
by" searching for it in the mud or among the Aqiate ™
vegetation, as anysone may observe by ndticing Tur
common breq_-;ls of ducks wlsle fmdmg grain or
food of any kind when placed e\ o in clean water,

= Zelby &i p. 295, ”
- - - -
o -
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1043 MALLARD. -

is immediately taken s if it required ﬂup.mtmu
from foreign substdnces, €

Boscuas, Swainfon.— Ge neize charvacters—Bill
long, depressed,”broad; anil of equal width
throughout, lamine near l_v concealed ; nostrils
oval, basal ; wings sharp-pointed ; tail cuneate,
of I!'r_{t]t_'r:liﬁ.: Jength 3 feet ample, hallux free.

Tepes —B Jéra, crecea, obecura, &c.  Europe,

=i .‘mn, Arierica.

Note.—-Gregaitous ; easily damesumte-:l foed on

. grain or rigcmhles o

Tue Comyox Wirn Duck, Boscnas FERa, Briss.
—Anas Posc hasg, Linn., §em —Common Wild Duck
orr Mallazd of Britich authors.~This nbuud.mt. and

P

&

usefiil species is very commomly distributed mfer .

all our islands, few localities bcmg-mthuut some
parts suitable for their habits] and many districts
lmmw weculiardy adapted for them; at the same
time, causss similar 15 those which have operated
on the frequeiity of man}y other species,” have very
materially diminished the numbers of the wild duck,
a=d among the most serious is the prol'usn system of
“dfmndge which ha¢ taken place in many of The
lower Ivitig coynties of England,.where deeoys and
the produce of the-fens furnished a regular and
ofter. handsome ineome to the followérs of an oceu-
pation now getting nearly extinct; while in all

N

“
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thrn-ir districts of 'an;lnmlq’t'md Seotland, where a
more partial extent of moss or fparsh existed, exd-
tensive 1tn]1rmf:1ulr_l'|l:-h:t Yo taﬂxsu place, and their

wonted haunts l]i iturbetl, or W o manner de-

stroyed, ' B

In spring, at the hﬁgmnmn' of the breeding sea-
son., flocks of wild |luckq begin jo an_'Imhte into
pairs and partially ][‘1'1.{. 1.|I'|..tr mﬂrc freqrént locali-
ties. At this &ime the female may. he frganantly

seen at sa considerable hﬂlghl,-]'!t:rﬁ'l!:ll by ofie or
“mord drakes, pgrorming many cad evolutipws, fly-

ing in circles witlwextremo rapidity, and keepimg
up the chase, ad it were, for o considerable yme.

They now either refire h'.l secluded pnuls or to
ditches, and soon gfter m the® bosndarics u}' the
morass, or upland lm.turr,s wherg the flegt is ge-
nerally ;nmlu beinlz almost never plunﬁl m-ﬂi@-
dmg_h in or very Dear the great or common ren-
dezvous, to which thé }ﬂuug arc led soon after
hatching ; but ﬂthuugh the ordinar® breeding ph;ces
are “lmrn we have shtnd,.t!mv -u-r_- ‘=mm_t1*'.|cs Yiirs
nnd ; we have known the nést plnu:d on lhe s~
‘mit of a precipitous rock *epelosed With w ‘g, and
the stump of old willows, the fork of an old tree, or
some deserted nest, such as that of a_crow “men-
tioned by Mr. Selby, af® least” tlurh' foet Trom tha
ground, are not mﬂruqunntl} chosep.* ‘It is com-

-
* Mr. Audubbn mmt'mm haiving fourfl the nest of '.||,c mal-

lard on large prostrate and rotten logs, three feet nboge tho .

ground, and in the eentre of o com Lmke, ne l:lﬂ}' a miile distant
-

from any water. O P il 169, :
a? J
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108 MALLARD.- . ; 4 e
posed, in its nsual situntion, of dried grass or the T
vegetable substantes near, and is always "warmly 1
lined with the down fron*'the parent bird. . LT

After the®young have recdved complete first A
plum=ge, the whole #gain bégin to congregate and }
to frequent at the time of rest some chosen piece of l
water or large morass, where they remain during =
the whoir day, gmaking excursions morning and t
evening to various feeding grounds. These differ
according to ¢hé season; a river, if near aad at all
secluded, is muck frequented ; in autumn the fields™ p
of grain are flocked to at dark, ~nd where the erop
has been laid is selected for a spof’ to alight upon.
Extensive holms or valleys are much frequented, ad
particularly if svater bé in the vicinity, to which
for & time they can retire after feeding. As twilight
aprroaches they may be seen by the watcher, early
in the night, coming from th® points where he -
knows the daily rcs‘tiug-p[at&a are Situate. They
at first fly rountl in circles, gradually lowering and
survey=g the ground around; but as the night
advances, they fly straight to the spot and-alight at
once ;. hany years since, when wild ducks were
much more abundant, we have shot them by wateh-
ing among t_lle ripe grain. As the season advances,
thé stubble-fields are’selected, and more particularly ~
if the ground is at all moist, or iwliable 40 be ocea-
sionally flooded and the water continues standing Y
in the furrows; in these sitvations they are able to
find the grain, and by the sensibility of their bill-
apparatus t. separate it from the water and foreign

“F oy




L .M ALLARD. 100
substances, When winter eysucs, and theip resting-
place is perlmps frozem, they havéto seek for watet
in the s[mngq and Ihtulms whicly do not freeze, and
in the rivers which re gc‘ncnl[} partfally open, as-
stmhhng in small parties on Yocks : but in severe
seasons they are ofted driven to great extremity,
for we do not think that HI.E indiviﬂu'l]s belonging,
as it were, to a district, :maﬂtc‘. far, o %eck the
coast. In a loeality not more t’u?m Hcl_x.p miles
distant, we have rather seen am increase than' the

> roverie at such_times; and in on or two winters

of unusual severitysrvhich have occugred within ths
last twenty years where almost-every pool or bole
was cither entirely blown up by snow_or frozen,
we have seen the wild duck Jgeherelly so “shy) go
reduced as to seek for..:m}r greenergspot il 2 field,
or the least open par%t of a ditch, and, if Gisturled
-from_ these, merely*fly arownd or to a short dis-
tance, untﬂ thre cause of annoyance had been re-
moved, their bodies hemg, at the gime time cow-
pletely emaciated. Upon .thr: sea-coast fhere is—
always a eonsiderable number to be found dunu‘g
Wwinter and in severe avcatlier, but bnnnng 28 pro-
portion to the large flocks of widgeon®and some of
the true sea-ducks; these we conceive to-__l_lma
becn cither birds which "have 'imgmtul from nng:-'
ther country, or those which belonged to®the dis-
trict in unme;.lmt.c vieinity to the (‘NIBL and .they
have resorted to the sea miore nq a 1'nﬂtmg+ﬂacu
than for food, preferring at all times to seek it ‘in-
L] - b L

a .




110 MALLARD:

land, unless when thgseverity of the weather has o
completely shut np all their sceustomed sources,”

We have not vary vayedeinformation as to the
geographical range of the wild -:&uck ; it scems gene-
rallyy spread over Fuarope, and reaches the arctie
cirele ; it is American;and is said to be found cast-
ward 2g far as JJapan,* but we do not trace it on
the penivsula of India or in Africa.  Mr. Audubon
hasiwiten us.a very good and interssting account of ; -
the mallard in North America, which, awith the /7
addition of the remarks of Wilsoy, will contiin anﬁ(
that is at pregent known of the species in that  ~ £
coontry.  From these it would appear that this
hird is very rare in the United States: “ Farther
castward, so care, that it is_searcely known; and
not ope-was seen by myself or my party beyound
Pertland in Maine.,”  On the western cogst of La-
brador, and in Newfsundland, the people were
equally unacquainted with it. From New York
sonthwards they became more plentiful, and they are
abundsat in the Carolinas and Flondas. ¢ In the
Floridas dhey are at times seen in such multitudes
as taarken the air, and the noise they make in
rising from off a large submerged savannah is like
the rumbling of thunder” +  We have not any in-
formation how far tneir ringe is to the south.

We consider that a minute ~deseription of this
well-known bird is not vecessary ; gne peculiarity ':?'
which will always distingnish it as a species is the

* Yarrell, 1. And. Om. Blag,, {ii. 169,

*
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dark grem eurled ﬁ:'ﬁhers of the tail, showing a
dﬂn!:tpmult or variadion carried ‘out in ofher parte
or in other ways ameng  the I&IL'IH!}L‘H of this or
other very nearly afied genera’ [Thee young males
in their first dress resemblos the f::nm.l{.,, but before
winter-time they have nepely assumed the com-
plete breeding state of the Adults. The males, after
the season of incubation hes ]nsﬁeﬁ Tose ahie green
head and r'lhtmgmi-hmg plumage di the* c‘upper parts

and became of a more sombre tind, vt umrkm;,u"

simifar to the fgmale, but from which thmr gay be
at all times distinggished ; and htu in autumn they
again resumie théfr proper dress, which is completed
'mfl thickened before Winter commences. The wild
duck is sometimes subject b wmcth, we Tave seen

drakes having the upger parts of 3 blulslng‘w. e «

dark brgast paler;* and we pusses.s a duek shot
.E'rmu a flock whicle has thc,murra-] and part 0 the
head and neck w lnte  We did not consider this to
be a tame bird mixing with the others. M. Yar-
rell also states having ongg or twice ﬂueu,lu_m.llr,-;
llm ing partially -ﬁautned tht male plumage® u.|||¢l|-
“we have fittle doubd somBtimes deifirs, thon .Lll we

have not fallen in with examples of it

-t

It is among the birds which constifute vui Juv-=

sent genug that swe ]jlﬁ.l‘.ﬂ also thoee which Mave

hicen i.lunompﬂtml Teals, andawhicn, from tlw vari-

ous generie appellations that hive been bestowed

upon many of them. show that®there is a varfation *
- - % -
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112 COMMON TEAL-

from the form of the hst. In geu-:rml t'h-:-} are of ™~
» more slender form nn} sutaller size, tfie bill is '
scarcely so broad.in pidpostion, the laminze are - -
even less Il!‘\l;‘lﬂpl.‘ﬂ and th§ tail in what has
been considered teals is more_accuminated. Per-
haps these may be the triie generic forms, that
of the mallard, and one or more species approach- ]
mg close'to 1t haing rither the digression to the

orial structures we have Just~left. In habits

tlm_f. agree, fequenting inland marshes, rivers, and
lal:.esﬁng::l seldofy seeking the vicinity of the cmsL.“(

¥
In illustration, we have represemted our native teal i
grouped with thate from America; which was long —
canfuunded with it. - ,,_J‘
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THE COMMON TEAL.

floschaa froeca, - R
8 " 3

PLATE 1L * .° -

-

-
- - L

=
Anns erecea, Linfl. — Querquedula erceea, Steph. *— Canargd

Sarcelle d'Hiver, T;ﬂ'l.u —Teal, or Cuuu!.-m Teal of ﬂr'-’ ah

puthoa
L

L -

Tnis small species.is ::-m'.: gf gur "most beautifal
ducks, the male, in sdult plumage, exifibiting a
richness and variatibn which can scarcely be ¢R-
+r:*-*&_cd. In many pirts of tlee south of Scotland the
Teal was an ablundant species, but the same causes
thut influenced the numbers of the last, have bad
effect, though in a less degree, here also.  Tn theses
parts of our 1slands no gcneml m1gr‘1.t|nn taites plnce :
fhie bird is a constamt residgnt, breeds in iise vi-
unu.j' of its haunts, and partially leavés them pnly
in t:tﬂ:f‘r very dry or severe wenthnr.*,n.wl tve da
nuf think that there is afy acccssion of numbers at
any season from mere distant localities, liké the last.

[t wanders ta feed at twilight, ,to rivers, mfoist
iround, or wet stubble-fields, and we have frequently
shot ilmm in company with other specics. In very
wet weather, when its haunts are flodded,"it will re-

Foal L H
. -
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sort to the inundated lap-ls, parties assembling from
various parts of ths neighbourbood ; and in severc
winters it may be wet with.in ditches or rivers,
where, however, it:ddes not seem to be at home, and
ceascs to frequent, =0 <oun as support can be found
¢lsewhere.  The teal isenot nearly so shy a bird as
many of our wild fowl, and with ordinary eare mity
always be approached ; when disturbed, it flies in
circl= argund, wheeling somewhat like plovers;
and, if taken-at the proper time, several may often
be preceured at 4'shot. We have found the hest,
ghnerally at a distance from the-water, placed dry,
often among brusk or young plantations, formed
upon the ground, upon the same plan as that of the
migllard. :

In Engiand, azain, Mr. Yarrell states that it isa
witer visitor, mukmrr its appearance by the end of
September, the number» i increasing during winter by
additional arrivals from the uorth of Eumpe at the
samo time, seveial instances of 1tsbrcedmgm given.
The saiue umithulogist states that it stands confine-
ment well, those in the gardens of the Zoological
Society having bred regu!a:l—y for the last five
SEASOTS. p
. Ou. of Dritain it is pretty genersally found on the
continent extending north”to Norway and Sweden,
in some parts of which it is partially migratory ; it
extcads to Northerr Asis, and we have it also
among the birds of the Indian peninsula. It visits
Northern Africa m winter. *

* Yarrell,

L
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The bird from A.uenm, the green-winged teal
of Wilson, was considered n]untu:'l.‘t and the geo-
graphic range thercfore made 1&1‘} thmsm., we
comsider llmt. Dird, -*.m'.m'u,r q_uu digtinet, in which
opinion we are joined by, most “odern ur:utlm!u-
sists.®  The distificgions c‘pnmst Prmup.ﬂl} in the
white ercseent-shaped band, which erosses the sides
of the breast nearly in of line witle the Lend of
the wing, :m{i in thie want of tl whie ﬁ-::;-.Lul":re
which form so mns{ucuuub a line’ dofin Sach s
of the back of the Lump:_nn biuls. The distri-
Lution of the cnlaurl-: on the head are also 111ﬂ1_n_|;|.j.
We have never-met with an 1.!‘!.11['!."1'1L1I.:Il !-._IZILEEH"LII
without that white band and dark scapulars, nor
ane from any portion of th= Old Worlh posscssing
them ; and we notice it herf, both from the dider-,
ence of opinion which has existed, ana s T Euillc.
if any American birds 5!muhl Inp]m:l to struy so
far‘as our shoges, whicly, however, would be much
more probable wer: the habits of the Lird -.l.t‘d-H
maritime. o il

. 2 -
¥ » - - = A

Toe Gancany ﬂluu-: Bosenas ¢prets. — Anas
civeia, Linn—Querguedula eiveia, é!{tpﬁ.—f.auﬂm;yf
Sevcelle d'été, Temm.—fFargony; oFf St o =
of British authors—This beautiful species is a stm-
mer visitant to this country. M.. Yarrell states
having seen Epecimens in Octobel, and a few, may
oceur at the time of the antumzal migration, but -

* Sce HMiugt, of Omith. pl. 4.,
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there can be no doubt that the great body touch our

islands in their spring passage, a few stragglers only

reanaiming to breed, and tlu--r instances seem chiefly

to be r-_-mniml from the county ¢f Norfolk. Inthe
north of England we bave Mr. Sclby’s authority for
their non-cecurrence, while in:Seotland the species
has never come under owr own observation, either
at large cr in a fresh state, though Mr. Yarrell
states, on the authority of Dr.” Edward Clark, that
=X EI\L'IZ;I-'-{'IL’I'E. wire shot in Stirlingshire in March
1841. . We have little doubt that the southernshalf
of England is the boundary of its northern range,
except in accidental instances. In Ircland it has
been sparingly obtained.  Over the greater part of
Europe iv appears cither to be a visitant in spring,
or towards the south fu some cases remaining to
breed, anil it reaches as far north as Sweden,®*
but tne winter retreat of the bird seems “searcly
to be ascertained. The Zyological .Society have
received specimens from the vieinity of Tunis. +
It is included dmong the birds of the Deccan
by Colongl Sykes, aml by Mr. Jerdon is said to
be common or the Indian peninsula thirough the-
cold weather. being one of the first to arrive in the
country.

= Sk crown toen: is a,broad line of brownish
black, gradually narmwmg on the hind head and
losing itself in a point on the back of the neck ; on
the forehead this is shaded into light réddish brawn,
which is the prevalling ground-colour of the cheeks

* Nileson, & + Yarril

——
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_and neck, cach fe: ther in‘the centre haying a wore
Tuurtln-ne-l mark of white. This colour and The
line on the crown is separated by a brogd list of
white arising anterior t6 the eye, fdilowing the line
of the :hrk crowp, and® g‘im]un"\" also narrowing
towards its terminafion ; ehin black. The whole of
the back iz brownish hllﬂ.ck edd{*d_.\uth yellowish
brown, the edging meurrr ing paler and rhore irregu-,
lar on the lower back and rumyp. The shanlders
are pale grey, quills brownish black ; the greater
covers dull greyish green, tipped with Ylste; the
lesser covers white, forming a parrow bar abbve
them. The r?reat ornaments, however, to tha bird,
are the SﬂC'lllLlL"l.l‘ ﬁ.afhm,, which are Jong and lan-
ceolate, deep black, s;.|11l]1|1" into grey at thclr lower
edge, and having a=narrow disginet life.of whit
running along the'shaft. The breast alimost tethc
centre of the belly is yellowish brown, the feathers
with broad irregular waves of brown ; lower part
of the belly white, the vent andlunder covers yel-
lowish white waved and ﬁ]mtt.ml with brownih
black ; -flanks white, d:bimltly \'-mml“mt!l black.
the feathers near sthe insertion ‘of "the tail l:—-r.un,,
a broad tip -of grey based by a decp black waving -
bar, the whole forming ﬂmm & consnjeuens ures_
cented band. g g ,
- b, 2 -

Tue Bismacvraten Duck, BosciaAs GLOCITANS,
— Querquedula glocitans, Vig.—Bimaculated Duck;
Penn. Selby, Gould; andl British authots.—Pennant,

-
* -
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: in his British Zoology, describes this Lird, and nd:f-t

in "conclusion, * Taken in a décoy in l”f, and”
conmmunicated to we hy Eward-Poore, Esq.” Two
ather specipnens’ were illed near }Jnin’!m, in Essex,
in the —inter of 1812-1%  and. Mr. Yarrell informs
us, that a specimen has' been”obtained during the
last winter (1842-3) in the London market. These
wre thie authorities for the introduetion of the bird to
the Brtish list. while out of it we have even still less
evidenes of its occasional occurrence, and rothing
whatevor tm what we might build a-conjecture” of
itz *habits, "I-Ir Procter sent e word that he
> this species in eeland, hut. could not obtain
it,” is observed by Mr. Y arrell. but we have no in-
formation” of the locality, or cizcumstances under
which it was seert It iz a beautiful species, and
appioaches’to the pintails in thé lengthened neck
and itz colours, and in the form”of the tail mare
clongated than those we hate left, dnd whether
uuir.-ﬂ or soparatid, it will stand on the confines
ulf.hcr"‘nb-,__;cuu.».. "\l r. Selby’s deseription of the
“ﬁj_ﬂl-ﬂl specimen is as follows : — “ Dill blackish
grey, peeding towards the base and edges into orange
vellow ; front," erown, and occiput very deep red-
dish hrdwr.-. olnssed mth purplish black, and pass-
ing on the hind part’of the neck into deep violet
purple.  Between the bill and the wyes, and behind
the car-coverts are twi large or mgu]n? patches of
chestnit brown, margined and varied with white ;
sides of the neck and cheeks glossy duek-green, the
rest of the upper'part of the nock and throat being

=
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'
greenish black ; front of the lower part of the neck

and sides of the breast reddish’,brown, with ovil
hlack spots; middle part of t]':u.'h, breast palegeddish
hrown, also ﬁputt.efl witht hlucl:.. »orofnd colour of
the mantle pale sienpa-yellavy u_uflulntcd witheblack
lines, ‘;-:a.pulnra the saie, ti”md with glossy Scoteh
blue ; wing-coverts |I}!.II‘].ifrU‘I|ﬂ1, ﬂu: lower range
having pale wood-brown tifs ; apucuimn dirk green,
glossed with parple; tail w mlgn-sh*spgti 'qitlv the
two middle feathers black, narsow, aczuminaté, and
much longer than the rest, which” are hajrrown
margined with white ; belly and abdomen yellowish
white, with undulating black -lines most distinot
upon the flanks ; legs and I'nt:t. ;Jalu uml}gﬂ."

- ol

The somewhat lenrr#lmnm'l Sllnlll.'l'-‘,ﬂ.l.ld pditially ac- ©
Lunun'lt_gtl tail of th last, leads us to a foim qu«:-h,
tlmurrh closely allidd, has been raised to the rank
of a mhmenus, chiefly on aceount of the great dg-
velopment of the tail.  The bill déviates from that
of the tqnml form of boschas, but runs futo that
of the species to which the tifle of teals wis a|1])1l¢d
“and which were placed by many unuthclugmta.umlcr
Querquedula of Ray ; few species are¢ yet known,
and these frequent principally inland localities. =

L3 - -

Darma, Leachsr—Generic characters.—Bill long,
slightly widened at the tip, lamine not ¥mible
externally ; nostrils pie through ; wings
long, accuminated ; tarsi and feet slender,”and
not developed ; hallux articulated ofl the tarsus,
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free, without a lobe ; neck, tail, and scapulars “ r‘i
t"]L'rI‘Iﬂ"ltul - '
Types.—D. cautacuta, capensie.—Europe, Asia, " ._1-{_

Afriea, smesica, ol
Ne#e.—Gregarious,, fued chipfly on vegetables; t
lacustrine or fluvi.tile.

CoMuoN Pi\rul.. DAFILA cAUDACUTA.—Anas f;,;__,L
:‘lmhk*m'u, -.:w —dnas acuta, Linn.—Common
Pinte’l wr Sea Dheasant of British authors.—This —
Lnulwtl duck is only a periodical visitant with us, b
arrivisg late in autemn, and oceurting chiefly during .
winter, both in the decoys and inland lakes and
fens of thu‘;‘-uu‘h, and o the coasts of the north of
Englard and Seqtland. In Scotland, however, it is
b, no means frequent, and it is nearly ceptain, as b,
Mr. "*e]i.r} has remarked, that tne long-tailed duck - '
or Harelda glacialis has been mistaken for it on the ;
Western Islandz and northern nnnsta. where its pre-

~sence has been recorded as frequent. In the south
of qcnf.h...d a few ﬂpemmens have occurred to us
Every winter, ‘and we once shet a pair in immature |
dress in the wonth of September feeding at dusk on

_some wet sfubble, in company with the mallard . jl

sa w B RED e T

i and common teal.  We have ocmmunall}' observed -
them in this state of plumage in small numbers, |

min_ling for a sh?rt period with the mallard, about il 4
or: nuther previous to the period of the migration 2. &
and arrival of the winter bjrds of passage. T]'!rnngh :
the whole of winter and spring alsn, speeimens
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might have been now and then seen hanging in
poultry™shops of Edinburgh, killed in this country’;
but these must not now be :ulﬂtg,kcn for the numbers
that are received frim dezoys, a.l.u] sail to be killed
in France and Holland, -l'x""trm;; the last winter
(1842-3) the pintail was ineldinburgh perhaps one
of the most abundant specles nextntu the widgeon,
and all from the sources w ‘@ have noticed, OF its 1 -
bits we know q}mp'xr'ttu ely httle’ Irmn uhq;_rwt:un
in this gpuntry. Mr. Selby states, thet in corffine-
mens it becomges soon tame, but oes mot direed,
or at least r.'lnh . which we rather nttnl:uh.. to other
circumstances ; @ad the sane ﬂml"‘ has been, ob-
served of the birds in the Zoological %clLt}, though
the males periodically und@rgo 1l|rachunge to the
duck-like plumage that we uuf.ue.u] as mru;rm;h in *

the mallard. A hybrid progeny between- this Epo-— #

cied and the widgeon has Jbeen obtained, and we
may mention here, thal we have seen a h}‘bﬁd be-
tween it and the mailard purchased from a poulteger
in Dumfries, who procured,it in a wild st=te ; this
bird is now in the collectioft of W. T. Carrdthers,
Esq. of Dérmont. Jt -:hmhmml the mal.ml.ln.pcn of
the form and plumage of the pintail, bet with a few
minor differences; the curled feathers taf the tadl
wire completely de\nlopel] a5 much 0 as m an
adult mallard. We have since also receivél a draw-
ing of a bird also procured m]-l b\r the attpation
of Col. T, Smith, which exhibits n. mixed plumagn,
and is considered a hyhml bird.

It is generally distributed in. Evopes becoming
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CmavLionus, Swainson. — Generie charactorss— p.

Bill long, rather depressed, of equal width
throughout ; lamine strong, developed, and
visible "exte-nally ; nostrils pierced through ;
~wings long, acuminated ; tail rounded, up-
per and under eovers ‘nearly equalling it in
length. :

Types—~. strepera, &e.  Europe, Asia, Africa,
Amerien. <

Note.—Habits duviatile and lacustrine- diving in
-sgfirch of ‘prey. Form not knpwn in the Poly—sr
nesian Archipelago. A L‘

-

-

- A
Tue Gavvart, CHATLIODDS STREPERA, Swair
soit—anas strepera, Linn.- §c. — Canard Chipecr

= rru Ridae, Temm. — Gadwall, or Grey of British

awthors—From the rority of the Gadwall in Britair
.we have had little opportunity of chserving its ha-
Lite, and havé only seen it recent in the shops of
~ the I:sadon poulterers in spring, or living in one or
two instances on thé  Meers” of Holland, during
a short excursion through that country. The latfer
were in small parties upon the water, feeding by
* conctantly diving, which they appeared to do freely,
though remaining tinder*water for only a shorf pe-
riod. According to Temminck, it iz abundant iu
that country, breeding in the marshes. In Ireland %
it 15 said to be but rarely met with, and we do not
recolleet of any instance of its oceurrence in Scotland,
though Iately specimens have been seen, we believe,

-~
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in the Edinburgh markets,; but since the HIPOTH-
tion of wWild fowl frora the Contigent, these could”
not be depended on as procured iy Britain,

In North America’it is ﬁ]muf,'nl{m;; 4he whole of
the Atlantic coast from Eastpolf in Maine to Texas,
and is supposed to breed im the latter country.
The migration also extends” to the fur countries.®
It is mentioned by Colonel Sykes amofly the birds
of the Decean, apd by Mr. Jerdan, : 4 hv 10 means
rare on the peninsula, but found unl v 4N l]u_ cold
201 14{;.“ - |

Iead and III'_"K‘]x yellowish brown, thickly nmttlr:vrie
over with brownish black, and on the erown and
back of the head glossed with green ; lower parts of
tie neck and breast_blac k, t-;mh'l‘u ather having

czies of crescented white lines , on the lowsr, parts

becoming gradually broader, so that there tlm} A

near ‘-|r(r1.'tmi before Shading juto the greyish white
which covers the centre of the belly.  The same
white wavingseare continued a short Zway down th,r

upper part of the back, but the centre of thetSack in -

onr specimens is brownish black] the f'uutller:-hm':‘ldly
edged with _;'cllm'.'izshﬂhrmﬁl, _and intérmixed with
feathers nearly black with white wavy buses similar
to those of the teal ; the seapulars are of the same =~
colours, the outer webs *wavei with Dblack and

swhite ; the gump, wpper and under tq.!l-l,m ers, and

gides of the tail, black, tinted with green, and when

the tail is closed the latter almost conceal it; the

tail itself is hair-brown edged with Yellowish whife ;
* Aad, vol. iv. L i
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terers,  Mr, Selby states that it has been known to ‘}x.—t i

Ureed in the vicinity of the Tiveed, and possesses £
specimen Killed in July in lutenm.dl.!.to or changing
plamage. We recollect once seeing the nest and
egps, along with the gmale, hrm:th. in to the late
Mr. W ﬂann, janitor te the Ellmburwh University,
a most zealous observer of our native {mds ani one
to whom we are indebtad for much of our early in-
infgrmation regarding Dritish birds.  This was pro-
cured somewhere 'ﬂJuut Guillon Links on the Firth
of Festh, where there was then a good deal of marsh
and small recdy pools of water; the same person
occasionally also reseived specimeas during summer
from some cnrres[mndeni.i in the fenny countries.
In its habiss it |-'= in inland bird, so far as we
know be.-nr_ avldfm seen” at sra; Audubon considers
. as  promiscuous in its feeding,” and states that
it néver procures its fapd by semi-immersions, nor,
does it dive unless when hard pressed. ¢
o America-it is much esteemed for the table,
‘md Ax2ubon remarks, that * no one should pass a
shovelles.to shoot a éanvas-back.” In olden times
they seem also to have been pore in request than
now, perhaps more easily procured. | In the poetry
of Hu--*r:u-d1 Earl of Surrey, the second coursé for his
Grace the Duke of Norwlk, is made to contain,

among other fowl, four seapeys, twg shovellers,

Koot 3
(*ut of Europe we find the aho‘rclhr in Asia; Mr.
* Dublin Lnlrcm!}' Mag. ﬁt Mv. 1841, — Early English
Moets, L r
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Jerdon states it to lu common over all India, In
North America we have descriptjons bothein Wilsan
and Audubon, and the Prince of "Canino has placed
it as identical with ade anaﬂ.}lrd Mr. Audabon
considers it scaree in the l:m!.m'l States ; * and al-
though many pass rorth 'lml Breed in the fur’eoun-
irics, a greater number F]ar'ml the summer in- thoe
Texas and the districls farther “westward ; they
were found breeding in Texas in the manth of May.
Dr. Smith brought lhu shoveller from "Lfnt.".".','. and -
Mr. Termminck records it from J'man, S0 tlnt its
range seems mire extensive th'm almost any other
British species. , © = o
Bill black, the head and neck in some lights ap-
pear brown, in others, rick green, but* asterior to
the eyes, and on thé crowe and throat, there 13 the _
least reflection of the bright colon®; lower i‘mrts af
1:11r-|1m‘k‘ bireast, scapulars-and hl(lEﬁ of l!fn‘: fump
purs white ; back blackizh Brown, gradually shading
to greenish black on the ramp and upper tail-covera ;
whole of the wing anterior to the greater covers with
the outer webs of the large”sgapulars, greyish-blud;
the latter have o remarkable forny the inmer white
web being produced in a nevrow point beyohd the
outer ; the lower scapnlars are blackish greers, the
tips u.qun' the shafts for o narroyw s; =0, w hite lesser
covers clove-brown with white tips, secondasies
bright gretn ; belly, vent, and flanks, r:hwtnut-
brown ; undér tail-covers 1__,1-::-55'.\ Llackishe frreen ;
il clove- brown, with pale edges,
* Yarrell

- » r ]
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As among many of the otwer ducks we appear
also to have a peripdical change, and in a specimen
befure us, procured in Scotland, we have the white
part of Jhe breast aud® the ml}uhm intermixed with
feathers of a ¥ ellowish Jbrown, with dark lunate
bars. 1n a third, pru-curmi in Edinburgh market, we
have the head and neckintermixed with brownish
black and yellowish hrﬂm . none of the white or
beautiful blpish .grey appearing, and only a few
featnprs of Chesinut-brown coming out upon the
1111.L:r s tT:{* PILII,]I-'I.'TI.' generally 'bmwn_ with o ;:n\,a
ture of h*llu“lah Lirow.

"

MARECA, Steph.— Generic characters—Dill short,
of aqual breadth ghroughout ; lamine nearly
concgaled ; nostrils Xateral,"basal ; wings acute ;
fect 3mall, Jallux with 1 narrow membrane,

: Ir-:c.-s.—JI ;umfupe, Amerigana, &e. —~Etlrepc,

.’.‘-m, Africa, Americm
Note.—Feed pn grosses or w‘getnhles, somewhat
in the manter of the geese.  Breed inland.

a

-
-

- & - L]

Tue Conyox WinceoN.—MARECA PENELOPE.—

S nad penclope, Linn., Selly, &c.—Mareea fistulariv.
Steph.—1L. Cavand ft_'ﬁ?ﬁ'm"‘, Temn—The Widgson
oirs Whews of British authors. — We have placed

the widgeon here, pr last, among th first sub- ©

I'mnh ®of DBntisk ducks, as being & bird of shy
t:h.lh':l.cn‘_‘r. and theugh it breeds inland, frequenting
the coast morg commonly than these which have

gy
i Y
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preceded it From the hallnx being slightly lobed,
ind from the bill having that heenliar blne colonr
seen in the seaups m;.l pochards, and altogether, al-
though its habits of feeding are moreroose-like and
Irrl:llnturml there is qnnlﬂ.hmrr that u:-uuml ates it
to the marilime species. ® » t!l the south of Seot-
land, and throughout ]..uﬂ'hull it may be cons=idered
& winter bird uf passage, n[!r-l.'mug in larﬂn numbers
lute in autumn, .or after the broods have g ﬁmlml fom-
plete winter plumage. They are gcnur‘l'l]}' soen now
in smmall parties ou lochs ar pieces uf’wntcr;mhlg]ing
with the mallards snd teal, but are egsily distinguislj-
e from them difing flight, by the silvery colowr of
their lower parts, orin'the lll.h]\ by the -.]L‘n" whistle
whenee they derive their 111.1?1:- 13]" s Whetcer,” nnd

“ Pistularis,” * Sifflcux” &e. Wigle on the consts ~
and estuaries, or moke extensive fens, they'are ofiGi
prezent in immense numbers, and furnish a plenf.lflll
-upph' to the®southern markets.  In spring they
again migrate northwards to their bru[.dlnb statinms,
which appear to be pringipally in NorWway and
Sweden ; -..llld according h:: M. D.mnz thed are by
far the most plentiful species in Lapland. + Ta the
north of Scotland a limited number broed annyally
in the vicimity of the Iuchs, m‘ upan the islands

-

* Alr. Waterton comsiders i'l'. a more fEmiliar~bied  thag

' cither the pochand or tTal, but in our own shooting practies,

we have always fuund it mueh more dificplt to approach then
tho lutter. ‘That gentleman nlso eonsiders the widgeon d dnjr
feeding bird, living on gross un:l vegetablds,

4 St note in Yarrell

" o L




Ja2 COMMON *.\'['hﬁ-Eﬂ::. ;
which stusl their surface, this sceming to be the limit
ol their nidification”in a southward ling, the Tn'ﬂ]mt'-
tion remaining being very small, compared with the
flocks which airive on the winter migration. In se-
veral « f the lochs of Sulherland, straggling pairs were
seen in 1834, all of which appeared to be breeding,
aml which indeed, by th:..ir manners at that season,
first gave s the suspic torf that this district was upon
the ‘mum]nn of their anu:hern limit.: aod after re-
peatedly seumlnng for it, we were at last so fortu-
nate as to discover the nest upon a low islamd in
Loch Layghal, thickly covered~with fermm ((pteris
aquling ), interspersed with huge faatted patches of
rushes, in one of the latter” the nest was placed,
formed -:-lm_E} of the lIu\'-I‘I. from the bird, and con-
s'l:l.'uet.el n thessame plnu =ith those of the teal
“winl wildsduck. The female rimained uniil nearly
'tmddeu upon, which in- f‘lr:t. cauted the d:scm'c:rf of
her retreat ; at this period the ﬂmkm'hnd separated,
and were seldoth seen in company with the female,
“hough tn days carlier 2hey had been observed to-
nrﬂhm: O the {.unf.m{-n.t they are alzo ua.ltnuta in
winter, and nccohlm-‘r to Temmwinck, a few pairs ret
wain to breed in Hn!iand which may be accounted
for mtest probably by the favourable situations
afforded by shat pechiliar chuntry.  Out of Eurdpe
they reach Fgypt,” and are said to be identically
the seme in Japan ;4 and on the penigsula of India,
Mr. Jerdon, mtcf‘ “ Common, in tho cold weather,

% Yarpell, + Temminck,

=
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thmu;ﬂmut Tudia ; nl the nvcrs and tpnks, {numl
in large floc ks 3 .

.lhc:. are frequently kephdn confincment, amd
thrive well, though they have ndi, Mr. Yarrell
sintes, bred in this cum]i'ﬁu.;,—t.'lmt is, the female
has not laid eggs or Incubufted natarally, while the

male has mated oceasionglly with the pintail, and

with some varicties of fhe domestic duek. 'The-

following notiee, however, taken feom the {var:l aner's
(‘hrmn‘“ll, seems to be an ingtanee df h:t.i.dm at
least in a partial confinement. .

“ A few years since a paic of widgeons WpTe
kept in the river which bounds the Botanie Garden
at Bury St. Edmunds.  The male bird swas shot
during the winter- and ﬂuq fL:“u'h ing J}[Inﬂ s
succeeded by a wild sne (no doult attracted by the
call of the fl‘.llll'll{.}" by wliom it lad seviéfal | yoliig
ones, which all left at the msual period of migration,
except the pinioned parent. Last year a male bird
again made its appearance, and avother brood avas
the consequence ; a small portion of their Wings hae
_been taken off, and llw}' are now_become jis tame as
“any of the water-fowl” * . .

The male widgeon, like most of tho other ducks,
receives his full and beautiful plomoge in edmplete
perfection in spring, pltting it on in winter, but
gradually attainifg more brilliancy as the season for
pairing advences; while, aftér jncubation, "i be-
comes of a more unobtrusive deseription, approach-
ing nmzl} to that of the female.

® . 8. Hodson, Gard, Clum:.k-le foi Apn] 1842,

o
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Iu the qmale; in adult pllmmﬂo. the Dill ig
bluizh-grev, black towards the fi fip, and hwmg the
anil of that coloury: the forehead and erown are
pale buti~orangde, chin and” throat black, while the
rest of the head and fedk are sich omnwn-hmwn'
breast purplish red, tinged with grey; IK.‘“_Y and
vent pure whiter the back, seapulars, sides, and
flanks are finely waved with irregular bars of black
and white; ﬁ:mﬂﬂr wing-covers next the shoulders
grey, the othels pureswhite, the greater covérs with
black (ips; the secondaries in the sentre forming
the speeulum glossy green, the base and tips of the
fio atl':c rs bLJ.tL, qmlls .mlr-brmru the tertials, which
are always conspicuous in this family, lm\c their
inner webs grev, the outer ones velvet-black mar-
gined witih pure*white; tai! brown, and rather
“wngthened in form.  In the female the head apd
neck are vellowish-brown, thickly covered with
blackish-brown spots, upper parts greyish brown,
the.festhers witly paler margins ; breast, belly, and
vzaut white'; sides and flanks yellowish-brown, which
i= often nydre or less spread over the undepparts.

¥ e, &

Tnn*.&u ericax Winceox, Maneca AMericaxy.

—A nas Americana, Wils., Aud., Nutt,, &c.—Mercea
Americana, Steph. and Faun. Bor. Amer—Asa Bri-
tigh bivd, Dlyth, Npe.5ii. r A17.—Yasr. B. Birds,
Hi. p. 196.—A wingle specimen of this species was
obtained in one of the London markets in the winter
of 1837-8 by M Dartlet, and communicated in a

'
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notice by Mr. Dlyth to the * Naturalist.” It was
‘mixedwith specimzng of the chmmon bird, and Se-
leeted ns a 1.'1.111.'1._', oand it 'u-.pr']r-'j that . female
also had been sent with=the same lat of birds, Lut
was unfortunately not preséeved. No trace of the
locality from which the bisd was received is given,
and we have not heard of any other instanee of its
oceurrence -within the lingts of our |~=|n|1n~:. Inita-
native country, the range is of copsiderably extent,
most of the birds being migratory i their various
stations. It is abundant on the Colomiga river,+
where it breeds im the woody distrigts ;1 while Xu-
dubon met witll it in an oppesite direction ia the
Floridas, and along the bimre.-; of the Bgy of Mexico
and in J.E!\.ﬂa : he Iluulu. t.hu,t. thiey also * propagete”
in the island of Coba.  (Some '[,l"J'IL"I'H of the West
Indian Islands are il:o mentioned by autliors as fa-

- iionk fur the Amirican widgeon, Murf.mu]un, St
Dmmnﬂo, &) In summer it frequents the retired
ponds of the forest, in comnpany with the teals and
pintails, roving from one another in quesi of foel
“ They feed on the roots and seeds of grasdes, water
*insects, Leech-nuts, ~small fr__f,., and leeches.” « They
also frequent the rice-ficlds of Carolitia, feeding on
that vegetable, when they are considered very deli-
cdte as an article of food, Tlieir winter liabits are
not noticed, »

* Is it eertain that the widgeons in guestion wore ot re-

coived from® the cemtinent, whenee we beliove qul.ntl'l.lu of

water-fowl eome to the London markets #
+ Tovnsend, quoted from Aud. iv. 389, -~
+ Faun, Bor, Amer, :!'iin.!s. E.-IBT._

L]
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We select the description uf" the Northern Zoo-
logy, in the absencd of any spr'.:nne LA whiie
Land from the furehes 'ul to the nape, bounded behind
the eye by a bisad ik wk graen patch, which endsin
the nu=hal erest. Updes parts and sides of the
breast brownish red, glossed with'grey: Base of the
neek above, interscapulars, scapulars, and flanks,
minutely undulated with*brownish red and black;
hinder parts o uJ: thé back undulated in o similar man-
ner with clove-brown and white, the latter colour
prevailing on the tail-coverts. Lesser wing-coverts,
pr.unrw-g and tail, elove-brown ; intermediate and
greater coverts, sides of the imp, kreast, and belly,
pure white: speeulum velveitblack below, duck-
aresn above, bormded suwnurlj with black, as pos-

r|uﬂ'. w Jh white ; &xtermr wihs of the tertiaries
'....‘. I.n{!urn and inferior tail-covarts greenish black,
the first bordered with white ; ‘bill bluish grey, bbr-
dered and tipped with black. Total longth twenty-
three inches” ** Female has the upper plumage
¢-rk hai. brown, edged and remotely barred with
pale brm,n and white®; the intermediate wmg-r:n-
verts are merely edged with white, and there is no
green on the head ; tail shorterand not so tapering,
Total length about two inches less than the male.”
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Wiiat we have now endeayoured Lo deseribe, con-

stitute all the moembers of the Adnatine or Ricer

Duels which have hL"EIl et with 1 oer 1slands,

Wo have next to examine the trn? } Aquatic or Sea ;

Dk, indicated as a sub-family Uy the nppu]lnl..mu

Jin ot title; they are almost all E]lt]‘l‘.]} maritime in

their habits, almost diving on the sea, procuricg all
their food, whiclreonsists chiefly, of fishes, by diving;
they are all extremely shy and wary ; a few genera
retire to the brooks and freSh- water. laKes Yo breed,
and sometimes select_a livlfow tree for » :lcﬁt.lmg-
phncr, such as Fulignla, Clangula &, ¢ 'mﬂ-,thmn alsn

. in kevere winters :nmnd rivers, where, in Eitain,

th{-; find abuadance of food in the young or smaller
salmonidar and cyprinidie, or on theshallow utreama
where the spawn has been deposited. .Tllf.-y 'I-l'l;r
subject to periodical change= of plumage. Jin “ finest

‘perfection during epring ; "hut the changes have not

been g0 well ascertmined as in the members of the

last sub-family. .

-

Furieura, Ray. — Generie characters: — Biil of
mlddle Jleagth, broad, Jt'prtssml towards the
point, where it is rounded aid slightly dilated ;
laminw broad, concealed by the deflected =dges
of the maxilla; nostrils basal, oblong, rather
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small; wings eancave, acute; tail short, rounded, ,'\-_-urw:
rather stift; legs posteriony short; feeCample, ' -, -f
hallux with a large lobe. P

Types. — £ Gosiieri, .,ru'u-m* &e. — Cosmopo- A
lite, £ . f
Note.—Form broad and cosapressed ; habits ma-
ritime or partially ﬂu\mulu, seck their prey i
by diving. B d =
Fuligula ﬂr the Pochards is one of the groups of .f'
diving duzks that frequently seek the fresh waters, " '
ard though often found on the goasts, we believe e \
theit truo localitics. to be extensive ‘inland lakes, e

seeking T.l:e shores and rivers, when the others Eik
are bound up in frest. JF‘ﬂnc of our most commeon

« '"1

~species s, : z
- &
(e m=
- » ' =

" P ]

THE SCAUP POCHARD.

i Fuligula Gemeri, WILLUGIDY.

. & . . _

L PLATE V.4

Anne marils, Lisn. — Fulizula marila;, Steph. — F. Gesnerd,

Willughly, Ray—Canard Maloninan, Temm.~—Scop Duck,

o4 Beanp Pochand of British uurﬂnﬂa-(l‘-'hltz -faced Duck,

the young), . e

: v —

Tas very handsofe species will give'some idea of | s
the general form ¢ the pochards, but it is rather '
an exceptisn in the colsuring. In form these
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hirds are compact and heavy, the wings compara-
tively short, but sharo-pointed, eod propelling the
bird, when once ﬁlrl} raised, lnv short, but rapid
and often-repeated sirokes. rle Jody is broad and
l]e]}:e-ﬂ:Ld of a form fitted for "hum,"mm. but at the
same time, from its weight, smkm" deep in the
water when swimming. -

The scaup is a regulardwinter visitant to the
coasts on the norlh of l.lrr'f.lllfl and sout th uf Scot=
land, and_from The testimony of most W riters ‘it is
nearly equally s0 on bLoth the southern and nf;:rt]mm
extremes of our I.-]i'll_!l'l- It arrives :llguut the ﬂl'IE! of
October and continues with us till spring, frequent-
ing the lower lying ccasts of a soft or muddy cha-
racter, anil l'(:-mim;__ on the fnaller bl.‘l"'l.flﬂ"-, w]nch
are generally found 'L!J.El'[‘! i .ﬂ.:uml.’uue J‘l‘l;. have.
seen this duck only on the sed, perlmpﬁ entering the.
mouth of estuary of some Etl'l"IITI but we “nave
not ohserved it, during winter, t::- frequent fresh

witers, either in the vicinity or at & distance fmm
the shore. It is a shy and wary bird, nwnml:-lluﬂ'
in flocks and feeding together; at the same time,
with a stormy wind, we ]m':‘e somelim®s opiénly got
within shot, while fu(_ﬂm" it the months of the
muddy crecks, with w hmh the shores of the, Sol--
way Firth are in many .parts- intersected. It is

brought abundantly, to the Edinburgh marviets du-

ring winter. . We are not aware of any instances of
this pochard breeding in Dritain, but in 1834 we
shot a single specimen upon a small fresh water,
loch in Sutherlandshire, in the vieinity of ihe sea.
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This loch was fringed with rank nquatic herbage,

anid mignt have I_h*un a fitting place for it ineuba- -
tion : :uul when first discovered at a distance, and
seen by the .assistance of a glass to be a scaup, a
young one was obser.ed swimming with it, yet we
could not afterwards traceit; we can scarcely say

?\f.i‘“‘

with certainty that it*had bred where it was dis- i
covered andshot. We thonght it probable that it T j
had been @ bird detained, and unable to migrate, .1 =
by some wound or hurt ; but none was visible, and. Ui
when skinnedyit appeared to be in good and Ili?nlﬂ'.j“;{_ b

wondition. They breed in Scandinavia and in Tee-/ —  f
land, by the Sides of the fresh-water lakes, Mr. 'H
Procter of Durham procured-the eggs from the latter =

locality, one.of avhich has hcen ﬁftuml by AMr.
. Hewitsen in his Ooloy. With the exception of
_.North America, we do not know of any extra-
Euripean range. By Audubor the scaup is said to
be met with on the Atlantic coast from the Gulf of
Mexico to the Bay of Fundy; it isalso found in
the larger rivers, the Ohio, Missouri, Mississippi.
Tuoe male in full-plomage is « shnwf bird ; the
bill is a bright bluish grey, with a black nail ; the
head and meck blaczish green, with glossy areen
.ana_purple reflections, the plumage full, and of a
silky texture ;' the lower nart of the neck and breast
are deep black, belly and flanks white, the vent

waved with narrow lines of blackish grey ; lh‘?‘y—’

mautle and seapulary feathers, contrasting with the
,otker dark plumage, are clear greyish white, strongly
marked with wavy zigzag lines; quills black, se-

*
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m;tuhncs having ahort. black tips, but with the
bLase n]ntn, forming L, hlrht bar ; Jesscr covers trne
versed by white linps; lejﬁs mp’: feet blnish grey,
webs darker.  Among tlie focks of scaups that
frequent our coast, and among those brought to
market, there are always at [2ast two-thirds of them
in hn:m n plumage, cmv-ldcrﬂd as feroales and young
males, and the adult femald is deseribed as having
the liead and meck deep umber-brown, the, th-r

parts of ¥he neck and breast darker, the feathers
[ -Tbrd with yellewish brown ; belly and vent white ;
the upper parts brownish black, having the back
and mantle mottled with fine zigzag hnrs of white :
the base of the Lill is surrounded with a broad
white line. The ahove is nearty the dmcnptmn
of the female in winter, but we have nof seen the
bird at the season of breeding. The young are sinin

‘lar, but vary in the depths or distinctness of the

markings.

In our edition of Wilson's North American (]r-
nithology, we stated onr suspicions that vie Ame-
rican birds. or at least a portion of then, were
distinct from those of this country. There was a
considerable difference in the size, and we consi-
dered that the pencilling on the back and sides was
more minute or delicate. Mr. ¥ igors, in the Zoology
of the Blossom, experiences the same difficulty inse-
Inrttlnrr the hirds of that expedition from European
species ; but considered, if they should ultimately
be made out distinct, that the American bird might
bear the title of & marilvides.  The Prihee of Ca-
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nino, in his latest list, on the other hand, cumldﬂl'ﬂ
the birds of the two continenfs identical,

Mr. Yarrell, a fow winters s-mﬂ.', procured a bird
in the Leadeahal} market, 'lhmu.hh the kindness of
his friend Mr. ﬂul:bu.-f]’\:.‘ which it is possible may
turn out to be the saene with the small American
variety ; of this he has given a wood-cut with a
description, the latter of which we have used the
liberty of copving. “ The bill is bLlue, equal in
breadth thwoughout, the sides being pamllel; the
irides yeilow ; head, ehecks, and upper parts df thé
aeck, all mund rich Drlmns plam-colour, but with
mare of red than purple; lower parts of the neck,
and upper parts of the bréast, jet black; all the
back, scapulars, staall wing-coverts, and tertials, one
uniform tint, pryduced by fire black transverse lines
‘1 a greund colour of greyish white; gregter wing-
coverts black ; wing primaries brownish black ; se-»
condaries white, ﬁ}rmmrr the specultim, and tipped
with black; rump and upper tail-coverts nearly
Llack, taf feathers dark brownish black ; the sides
below the “infrs. andf the Aanks, m‘rcrqd with fine
grey lines, on's ground of white ; lower part of the
breast and Delly mottled with pale greyish brown
and vhite ; vent dark grey, almost as black as the
under tail-coverts ; deet like the beak, much smatler
than those parts in the true sceup, and darker in
coloar, being of a mare uniform bluish black.”

Tue Trrrep Pocnarp, FULIGULA CRISTATA.—
Anar fulipule, Linn—Anas cristata, Ruy—Ca-

i |

B
-

"

i

A1,

l~_.

T

.'?g

ey

>




e

TUFTED, FOCITARD. 145

ward morillon, Tewa,.—Tufted Duck, or Tufted
Pochard,of British authors,—Is gu exampic of anc-
ther fhrL-Luhulrl.'t.l pochard, easily distinguished by
the rich glossy purple’of the heul and, neek, and its
loose aud gracefully pendent arest. It is altogether
a less bird than the last, and rather more gracefully
made, while it at the same time keeps up the de-
pressed and broad form, and is a mostexpert diver.
The tufted duck is also only a winter. visitant to
this country, and seems prefty l.‘l'[u.l”:, listabuted

during winter, but not nearly in pqual ;numbers

with tIm seaup.” On the Solway we have observed
it in a2 much lc&;s' proportion, .uml only in suall
parties together. Its. deseribers consider it more
lacnstrine than the seanp, =nd we havé, frequently
shot specimens on the Ammen, during winter, fifieen
or twenty miles l'ru1m the sca; lﬁ: “{'ﬁﬂmr was
always, Iowever, sgvere when this bird 'l[:p’.l,rtﬂ

"soldemn more than a pair were seen together, and
they were far from -hr:iuh shy, tl‘l“‘ili[l" rather to
111||||rf down the river when danger 'lppmrud amd
ot *;tt-.mptmrf to fly unless Hllﬂn‘hui or approached
very near. @ We saw seveml pairs-upan Lechleven

in the month of April last (3843), where we un-
derstood that they continued during a great pait of
winder. Tere they were extregnely shy.

In Southern and Central Europe it setms onLy
'to be a wibter visitant also, _and in the North
is ouly record@l as breeding very sparingly, =0 ' that
its real breeding lLinunts are scarsely vet known.
By Celonel $_~,'kr_-s it was pbserved in the Deccau,
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and by Mr. Jerdon it is said to bo « tolerably com- ,l; s
rion throaghout the peninsula_in the cold weather” | {5
Temminek gives -11'1'111 to it.* It is not an Amen-

can ﬂpcmu. - "Ifr Yarrgll stetes that the tufted i
ducks bred in the garlens of the Zoological Society }]
in 16530, 40, and -El ; i

The head, adorned w fith a lung and graceful crest, Ti

is rich Mlackish green ‘vith a strong purple glua,
the neck, vppet 1n.1tL. and braast are r.lr:ur- black, in 1
the ~eutre o; the latter having thé feathers tipped )l:
with_grey; the back, scapulars, and teﬁnlg, tu'e\w \
also black, very minutely spotted” with yellowish
white, giving a subdued tint to_those parts; the
rutnp, tail, under tail-covers. and thighs, are black,
quills ¢ syme colour greyish in the centre of the ™~ =
feather = lhr.";__l_'rmtﬂ covers pure white, with & r
broad blsck tip; belly vent and flanks white; bill
bluish grey, tip black. In an immature siate, these
birds have the base of the bill surrounded =with'
white ;¢ the hesd dark umber-brown, with, a slight
tui‘t or crest; the dark parts: of the breast deep

wood- bruvm ; belly and vent white; tha dark up- -
per pare: uneher-brown. E W
1 : ¥
¢
Tur Ferrveizoys Dres, on WniTe-EYED ~Po- e
caann, FULIGULA PERRUGINEA.~—Anas ferru_gfm ¥ —--‘!

et ayroea, Gmel.—A. hmplkafmm, Canard & irig> f

é‘:m::, Temm.—F :.-Iagufu nyroea, Stepi., Selly, &e.— ?— s
Foeruginous Duk, Nyroca Pochard of British au- e
tiors.—This pechard is, like the two preceding birds,
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:';-“" alen & winter visitan?, but it is mueh more rare than
1 vither,-a few speciteens only Ln"ﬁug amnutially under
the notice of those unnihnlu;_rluts who give up SO
portion of their time tn the {'rllb:,r\ntmn of what
birds oceur in the 'nmrkuthn il tﬂ R{'IGTI‘..EII“EH ﬁurmg

the severity of the winter nml sprmﬂ In the south,
spectmens dre to ba proe. :Irl:'f]. in the London mar-

kets ; and Mr. Yarrell stqles that these * are gene-
rally received from tne enstern counticsy botween the

~ Thamez and the Humber,” Towards e north of our

- island it becomes much more scarze, a.d we only
recollect of having once met with the bird in a fresh

- © state in the Edicburgh markets. O its nidification
i or manners we know very little ; m;'-.'ﬂrding to Tem-
minck, the nest is made ndar rivers nuﬂ 1a marzshes.
On the continent of Eirope it appears also to ha
rare, in the southsrn parts a winter vlﬂhnt only ;
while in the mor> northern distriets it calnot be
abundant, being omitted “from works devoted to
the natural history of portions Sf that range of
country. Out of Europp, we have Africa men-
tionedias included in its raige, but have not seen
*specimens from that country.  Iv his been received
from Alpine Tndia nnll othcr parts of.Asia. On the
Indian peninsula, Mr. Jerdon states it to be rare,
and seen genérally in sairs. - In North Ameriea it
does not oceur s and from its absence fiom thenee,
and its apparent searcity in Northern Europe. we
may probabiy look for its breeding stations and
summer retreats in the colder and north-eastery por-

tions of the Asiatic continent. g

o

K

i I L
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The whole head, neck, breast, and flanks are of a
doll chestnut-red ; the back, wings, and tailonearly <4 7
uniform utnhﬂr-'bm“n, darker' on the rump; the ~
carpal edge of the winles and base'of the great-covers =
being white, the l‘ﬂ.lc* forming a bar across the

wing ; the belly is yellowish w'lnle, shading towards :
the thighs into pale blackish brown ; the under tail-

covers are -white, ind shew a trinngular spot there ; . ’!
bill bluish bleck ; -eves bluish white, whence one of ( X

s names; this :rﬁlo_a. of the two last deacn!}c-:i po-
chards are<bright "c-lclm".'cllu“, and these, from
the contrist uf' the colour with the dark phlmnge !
gives'to them a freat deal of expression or anima-
Lirm.

P

d
- ‘-\. . R e o e e
\;‘-)—-;n{- -

W, o b

Tue Reb-ueavep Pocaarp, or Duy-pirp, Fo-

LIGULAYFERINA, — Anas ferina, Linn, — Fuligiila !
Jerina, Steph., Selly, &e—Canard milouin, Tenm. ‘ i
— Pochard, Red“headed Widgeon, or Dun-lird of 3 |
British authors—This chastely coloured bird is one .
of the more abundant of the British Fuliguline, but, 1 |

like the others;-is Almost cotirely a winter visitant. = 1 1
It oxtends from the souti. of England to the Orkneys | i
and Shetland.  In the south and fenny ecuntries it l (
is extremely abundan®, grest numbers being takj

by tecoys and other devices, and brought to the 2 of
markets, where they are in request, from the esti- }'; = l

mation in which they are held for the table. As P
we proeeed to the north of England and Scotland. i
they diminish in frequeney : though they are still |

: : ey
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common.  Their comparitive scarcity may-be owing
to the unsuitableness of the distri=ts to their habits,
They do not frequen® the algiae lochs, and the
places where they are chiefly found ure niver estu-
aries and the larger pieced of water in low lying
districts. We have onee or'twice shot this species.
during winter, in the river Annan. In the Edin-
burgh markets it is a frequont bird, thongh its quali-
ties for the table are not gencrally knowwn; the
supply there is chiefly obtaintd frorrithe coast.
Mr. Yarrell states, on the mlthuﬁi}' of* the - Rev.
Mr. Lubbock, that-the pochard breads occasionally
at Scoulton Mere, Norfolk, which is confirmed” by
Messrs, Shepherd and W 111:.'11.01[14 catalepug,

On the Continentsof Tq:n|1c the ' pochard seems
also to be generally sind abundaatly distributed,
It is notshowever, traced commonly to the porth ;

“and a few breeding in Hpllsnd ean only be looked

upon as a boundary of their incubating range, as th=
few stragglers may also be which #-:-nmiu in some
of the more favourable ]'_:njzli"h localities.™ . =

Out of Furope it is said to be found in North or
\urﬂl western  Africa. ]|1 [ndia it s foundy and
specimens we-have seen are identical’; on the pe-
ninsula Mr, Jerdon states it to be not very cothmas,
anil to be seen generally {mi;ﬂ. In North Ame-
rica 1t is corymon, being, however, in some districte,
migratory, as at New Orleans,” where it urr'l"i:t‘a in
November, dl’,"pﬁ'.]'tll]g na.tm i J\.pnl Tt lh alsu
found in Bnr.;.t numbers in the States of Iloinois,
Fodinna, Ohio. and Kentuekv, but Mr. Audnbon
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met withe. them neither on the coasta of Lahmﬂ"r

nor in Texas, The habits of 'ﬂlﬂ Imchnni in Ame- '

rica arecdeseribed b him as chipgly maritime, seck-
ing its food oy civing; at the same time, when
feeding in the shallow- ponds of.the interior, * they
are scen dabbling the mud along the shores, much
in the mannep of the myllard ; and on oceasionally
shooting them there, I -bave, fonnd their stomach
crammesl with yroung tadpoles aml small water-
lisnrds, ag well as blades of the grasses growing
around zhe bank. Nay, on sevemal ocecasions, I
havse found prclt'r large acomns -and becch-nuts in
their throate.”® . le:hnrdsun states that this
species breels “in all parts of the fur countries,
from the fiftiech parcllel to fheir most northem
Hmits.™ 1 ;

© When newly killed, the bill is black atathe hase

and tip, having a rich Uluish grey or lead-colopred -

space in the cgotre. The head and neck is rich
chustnut-brown, shading into deep brownish black
it the breast, occupyiug the whole of that part,
and runaing rouynd the, back in a narrow dark
colow ; the colour of the neek at the back part
running farther down, the dark shade being scarcely
of 20 deep a tint ; the rump, tail, and vent are also
lilazk, buf the whole intermediate part of the bady
15 of a delicate pale grey, minutely waved over with
blacgish grey; the wings are of a dgzper tint, the
quills dark elove-hrown, and the lower tertiary fea-

* Aud, Omy Diog. v, g 108,
+ Fann Bor, Amer. i . 430,
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thers of a uniform colour, but edged with a parrow
line of black as in tue goosandess; on the belly tne
dark waving becomes much gbliterated, and on the
vent the ground eofour shades to blackish grey. We
liave scen a vaviety withsa(j the colours of a pale
tint, or what might have baen called a ercam colour,
yet having the colours marked in their particular
places. . : :

i - -
*
L}

-,
Tne Rep-coestep Pociarn, FoLiguna? gurixa.
—Anas vufing, Pall—Fuligula vufina, Step.,
Selby, &e—Mergoides yufina, Eyton.— Ned-cnested
Duck or Pochard of British H'ud'ws,-—“r_- place
the generic name here w |'ll_1II a mars of duuht, Jthe
species being of a somewhat abersant forin,, thmq‘i.
perhaps. uul'.' typifying the mtmunmiur in s ownafa-
mily, both by the crest nnd.f'urm of the head and bill,
and by the agpect of the female, as well also as par-
tially ln.+ the form of the trachea: the habits, howeyer
are not known, and it is a rare bird, Fot nn!u.-m
this country, but elsew here, s0 for as has }et bicen
*discovered. i
This handsome spocivs was first' noticed as a
British bird by Mr. Yarrell, who gave a notice
i the Zoological Jowmal of a male shot near
Boston while feeling on fresh water in company
with widgeons, and states that others were, pro-
cured during the same winter in the London mar-
kets.  While sinee that, a specimen has now and
then been obtained in different paris of (he south of
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England ; as stated above, it is considered a rare
splcies everywhere, being met'with only ndw and
then, as in Britain in the different parts of the
Furopean con‘inert wheia omithology has been
atended to.  Out of' Europe, Africa and India
scem the only countries-where we have an authen-
tic notice of its presench. Mr. Yarrell describes,
the male from his Britisli specimens, as having the
“ heak vermdiliodired, the nail white, the irides
reddish bre="n, the whole” of the head and upper

part of the neck, all round rich reddish chestuut; |

tlie feathers on the top of the head considerably
elongated, forming : conspicuous ‘erest; the back
of the ||1.':|‘1:]-.: helow, and the upper-tail coverts, dark
hrown ; the back dnd a portion of the scapularies,
wing coverts, and tertials, yellowish brown; a
white patch on the carpal joine of the wing, and
another over the joint ; sgreater coverts, ash brnv‘éh;
wing primaries and tail-feathers greyizh brown ; the
secondaries withl the outer webs white, forming a
sp~eulumn ; front of the nrck, breast, belly, and under
tail-cove.ts, rich dark brown ; the sides and flanks

white: legs and’ toes vermilion red; interdigital

membrane aluiost white. The whole length twenty-
two irches. The female is without a crest; the
top of the head dark® brovin ; checks, throat, and
sides of the neck, greyish white, upper surface of
the Fody pale rufons-brown ; front of the shoulder
and speculam greyish white ; breast reddish brown ;
the oiher parts of the under surface greyish brown ;
beak and legs raddish brown.” :

L]
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The Garrots, or genvs Clangwda, is somewhat al-
Tied ta™the ]‘Iul.,hfll'liei in being ather fluviatile and
anid lacustrine in habit, but t'l:m}' wl.r:, mnmdcml}h
in the structure of the bhill, which Yas been consi-
dered as indicating an allivace with the Goosan-
ilers,

Clangula, Fleming.— Generic chavaciers.— Bill
short, eloy '.'I.tl.ﬂ. at the base, 1nulhm. :llurruu.nw
to the tip; laminm dentate, DIJL(."; d ; nostrils

* oval, lateral ; wings rather short, acute ; tarsi
short, feet ample, hallux I:}].Ml ;

Types.—C. vulgaiis, barrocii, afﬂm:'ﬂ, &e. Eu-
rope, America, J dapan.

Note.—Frequent, fresh Watens, g:cg ariois to, the -

amount of their, broods. l']r"k:ungo i:f the hewd
ample, colonrs varied.

v Ll

GorpeN-evE (ARROT, Un.muu:.i vuLGARis, fem.
—Anar clangula, Linn—-Canard gar. o, ﬂm"ﬂ.
—The Golden-cye of British authiors, Mrillon the
" woung.—Thisvery bandsome plumaged duck ye con-
sideras a good r:xnm{:—la of thic Garrots. Tt is generally
common, althongh in the full dress of the male it is
not nearly so abundant as in chat of the first year,
and the females veith their broods appear as if they
migrated alone, the adult mules not having joined
thnm previous to leaving their summer 1:treas. In
Great Dritain and Ireland, the Golden-eye is & win-
ter visitant, appearing ruther carly .upoa the rivers,
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and being very generally distrivuted over the coun-
tri. The old males are rathef shy, but thi small
parties, consisting of females and immature birds,
allow a pretiy near approzeh, and will mther avoid
the danger by droppiné down with the stream than
take wing. In the rivess they feed on the shallow
parts at the foot of poils, seeking their food by
diving, antl performing t?':tt. act simultaneously, so

m]l g0 that we'have I'rw.[un.nth' aporoached them
by taRing th3 advart tage of the party being under
water, uubing forward, and again getting into eon-
cculment about the time when they should appear,
until the last run carmmed us fo the water's edge.
They would on rising then take flight, never at-
tempting to essapé by again diving, as a grebe
s driver would do.  The flight is r'lpul performed
alo: g the Hne of the river unlefs when passing to
sonme distance, when they risc to a considerable
5:1'5ght. : =

Over Europe! the Golden scems to be pretty
u"p]-‘lH}' diziributed in winter in suitable localities,
but all :c;'m* northwanl, and breed in Scandinavia,
\nnn_v,, Swellen and Lapland. In these coun-
tries in sumrcer it is fﬂ.quent breeding in hollow
trees noturally, but also taking possession of boxes
or artificial holes maue by the country-people itr
the sake of the eges, and showirg little wariness
in availing itself of the shelter thus provided.
Out of E=cope, we have the authority of Tem-
winel for Japan specimens being identical, while
in the nortilern parts of the New World, the Linl

]
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i=_eommon, and 35 well &¥nown to Awmerigan orni-

9 .
thologists, '

The adult male has the head and uppgr part
of the neck rich glossy green, the Jeathers of a
louse texture and eapable of 'rbcing much rai=ed at
will, on the chin neariy black ; but a conspicuous
mark is an oval spot behind the base of the maxilla
of pure white, which ean b# seen in flight c¥enat a
sreat distanee. =The lower parts of the peck,pbreast,
_'441-]]_1_.' and vent are pure white, the I'-"‘"I._:,"lllﬂ'“k fea-
H]rr:‘»]m\'ing theouter part of their inner webg biack ;
the back and mantls, part of the seapulars; and long
tertials, black; the outer seapulars white, havingtheir
exterior webs margined with black ; the integmediate
wing-eovers, and last Huuq;it]ﬂﬁﬁ pilre white 5 the
auills and tail blackish brown; legs and feqt crange.
in the fewmale the head and neek are nmbei-brown,
ihe breast grey, and remaining under parts pure
white : the upf_JL-r parts are brownish black, the fea
thers edged with grey, and the conspienous markings=
of white on the wings of the miale are here muach ipte. -
mixed with brown or greyish brown. Thg young
males are of a larger stze, but in other respects nearly
resemble the colouring of the females ; the erown of
the_head, as they advance, gets darker, the white
pafch can be traced, and the proportion of_white gn
the wings and scapuliirs is greater, the tint more
pure. L 1

We may remark, that Audubon considers the
Clangula Barroeii of Rich. and Swain. only a va-
ricty of this bird, but a close comnparison points vut

a= M

¥



.!'
154 tHE RUFFEL-HEASED GARLOT.

many differences betweed the Gulden-e}'g_ and the
only known Eurapean specimen of the other.
(L]
¥ N : -

Tue BuerEL-neADED GARPOT.—CLANGULA AL-
BEOLA. — A nas alls o-"n. Linn.—So far as we can
:].::I‘t‘ﬂ'lll:l. three SIH:‘I‘!I'IIEIH of this duck have been
killed Within the boundiries of Great Britain. One
mentined by Mr. Donovan, amsther shot near

Yarmout® “in Norfolk, and a third pritured h_i:__
Mr. Mummery of Margate, somevhere around the ¥._

Orkney Islands. Tts true couhiry is North Ame-
rica, where it is found abundantly in the lakes
and rivers-and on the coasts, and it is there
widely distriblited, wigrating "northward to breed.
“Its appéarance: in Europe "or Great Britain can
aoly be fooked upon as acﬂdnntn! The-colouring

in its distribution is similar to that of the Gaidﬂn—'

#ye, black glossy green and white ﬁndy contrasted ;
the feathers of the head are elongated, and form a
¢kest to 00 raised at wiil, this, with the upper part
of the rirck, is bluish black glossed withe fich purple
and greenish reflections ; froni the eve backwards,
over the ends of the anriculars, tlere is an oval
patell of pure white representing the oval spnts
on the check of the' gﬂId{-n-ern and Barrow's gdar-

-~
rot ; the neck and under parts are pure white ;-

back, rump, and terfials are black ; bug the seapulars,
wing coiirs, and secondaries are white, and assist in
stm'un‘l.heumg the pied appearance of its dress; the
length is only about fifteen inches.

-
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THE HARLEQUIN  GARROT.
; .|
Clangifa hisAomica.
PLATESVL.
- Anas histrionics, Linn.—Canari histrion,” Tenin, —Fhrl-quin
: Druck, or Garrot of Tiritith antfors, "
- ¢ T
Tris species has been placed here, hut in the forn
L™ of the bill it differs slightly from the true Garrots and
? 5 .
T approaches to the nex{ genus, Harelda, ,The colours

in this bird are alsa chiefly black snd white eop-
trasted, but these areharmonized or wartaed, as it
were, by,a mixture of chestnut-red and grey, giving
“the whole a chaste appearance, thongh very varied.
i.[‘-‘:;_‘ At the base of"the bill, and reaching nearly to the
eye, is a large pateh of pure white, i‘umﬁng off at jts

upper angle in a narrow line along the sides of the

. crown ; fromn the forchead along the centré of the
crown and oceiput is-deep black, bordered on,each

side by the white line already mentioned, and sue-

0 ceeding that by a continuation of pale reddish-Lrown,
almost meeting at the termination of the central

- black ; nape and cheeks rich purplish-grey, shading
into bluish-bleck on the fore and lower part of the

\ neck ; behind the auriculars there is an irregular
patch, and farther down a lengthenced streak of
white, having the space between of & deeper black ;
. the lower part of the fieck®is terminated by a collar
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of pure white almost meeting behind, broadest on

tne sides, and thee suceeeded by a narrotw border

of black ; the bregst and back are purplijh arey
intercepted opposite the “bend of the wing “H.h a
rri‘-(‘vltwni band of &lite bordered on cach side
with black ; breast ard belly blackish-grev, sides
and flanks chestnut-brown, the long flank-feathers
being seen above the uﬁngs ;. vent and under tail-
coOvers hhm.. on the sides of the former there are
two or thr2 larger feathers of a stiffer texture, hav,

ing vhité tips, which form a small <but conspituons ~y

spot there. The middle and lawer back with the
wings above the greater covers are brownish-black
tinted with, purplish-grey ; the lower back and tail
Llack, the lateer 15 I!.Il".lll:hli‘ acewaninated than in the
true Garrots. There is an iumrmptu,d spnt of white
on the e#ntre of the upper paris of the wings, from
some of the lesser COVETS, heum white with a m!.r :
wow greyish horder arc und the fﬂil.ﬂlt'l"' the greater
cavers are black tipped with white ; the seapulars
a5t white®or two-thirdsol their inner breadth, edged
with sty a []'.lrkl.'r-l.-u_ur] intervening.  » The long
tertinls are white on their auter webs, borderei
with blackish-brown ;" the sccondaries Llack, outer
websyrlossy indigo-blue furmmrr the speculum; tllIIH-:s
brownish black. 4 -
The first specinens of the Harlequin Duck were -
obtsined in Seotland by Lord Beafosth, and some
others were afterwards procured in’ the Orkneys ;
one or two have been killed in England, Mr. Yarrell
mentions “haviig purchdsed two in the London
market. and the latestis rieorded by the same

P
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o nl]cm"m to have hu.:n Rilled by the gnrl;le-kmp{-r

of Sir ]*Iuhp T'n'ertrru, in U |i1.l-]lll'(‘;f1ll]'1!l"'?ﬂlﬂ winter

of 1810, Straggling svecimens shso oceur in Central
Europe, and to the north, where perhaps a fow may
Lreed, but in the 014 World itaeemns rather to retreat
towards the north west.  America seems to be the
triue country of the Harlequin Gargpt; and it 15 well
known to her omithologist: ;: Andubon found themn
breeding in theBay of Fundy, under the hyshes a
few yards from the water, but in Nuwfoundland
and Labrador they frequent for the S0 DL pose,
the inland lakes, u.:uimtmg near their edges. |

Following this bird we shall deserilye the genus
Flarelda, which we stated bad, in*outward form,
some resemblanee to it, Imt the Jlarelds vary iu
addition %o the points previously stated, in (he strue-
ture- of the trachea and in the great development of
the tertial feathers and tail.

ITareLpA, Ray—Generic charactors—Bill she b,
cleviited at the base,, contragting suduenly at
the tip, nail Lege, slightly notched, laming
strongr, apparent ; nostrils basal, iinear ; wings
of mean It*llgﬂh acenminate, first and secomd
quill nearly equal, 'Ec'qmlnrs very long 3 tgrs
short, *fect of mean s:re, hallux lobed ; tail
clongated.

Type.—I. glacialis, &e.  Europe, Au.erica.

Note —Tlabits maritime; plumage of the summer
and winter dissimilar.

¥
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THE LONG-TAILED, R NORTHERN HARELD.

g = Hrln‘-’:i'.; alicialis,

. Y PLATRIX. -~

= T

Arins Sacialis and hyemalis, Limn.—I1Tarelds glocialis, Lemeh— 3

*Long-taibed Duek, er Northerm Hareld of Beitich authors.
. [ 3

Ix all the ducks we have extimined, the cumplctc
plumage Tas boen ]N:I[,ELI:E(I by-winter, acquiring as
“ohe sepsolt of incubation advanced a fuller ﬂl‘.“i‘lﬂl‘lp-
ment M|L'1ddttmnni brilliancy § in the Spepics now
before ¢ n=, however, we hav e almdst an entire nimnm,.
erin the breeding time a new dress is put on, much
darker, and aboi\"ing considerable analogy in its tints
ard markings to the d-:mges incident to many of
the g E_r&l*aturm. The iigure on the plate will exhi-
bit the winter dress and t’hat of- the young bird ; thé
breeding pluinage wili be immediately deseribed.
Vhe leng-tailed duck, like many of these birds we
have now deseribed,” is also ouly a winter visitznt

to our shores, none having vet been known to remain

and dreed, even among the more noghern islands.
Around the southern half of England it is consi-
dered as a rare bird, on the coasts a few instances
are occasionally recorded of specimens being ob-
tained ; as we approach the morth and the Scottish

iy
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shores, it becomes more frequent, andfgt the mouth
of the Firth of Fortl a limited number may gene-
rally Le seen. Northward still, apd aronnd the mére
Ll.ht.a.m isles, we beligve it is compmon, and we have
several times received a considerable package of
them at a time, as if they svere at least the birds
most easily procured. On the Insh coasts a few
specimens are also sometiraes obtained, * On the
consts of Burope it is met 'Mt|| as a stragpline spe-
vies, diminishing southwand; and llluu 4 incltded
among the birds of Ttaly, its intrudurtlun thu:rL sosls,
we believe, on ong or two immatyre birds only
having been procured ; but according to the cen-
tinental omithologists, it sometimes visits the large
lnkes, both of Germgny 'mll Switzerland. CIn the
Old World its breeding stations are, Norway,. Den-
mark, Sweden, ]LLLIII.l'l. &a., on thf.* banks of the
1nhnd in.Lcs., as we'learz frpm the observations of
Hewitson, ,‘-.l'l;mauu, LJ'.um, and Proctor. In the,
New World it is recorded by all| the American
ornithologists, and also by our arctic teavelles;.
Andubon fpund it” breeding “in Labrador sy the
fresh-water lakes. e Lunsldlr_'rs that” it FAnges s
far sonth as Texas, and he®also fourd it at_the

monuth of the Columbia nver, but thinks tkat it

is fot met with in the “fresh-water courses,” and
that muthors who skate baving scen it t.hcre., have
mistaken the duutml for it, whnh is :‘ﬂnmd'mt- i
=uch localities. . T
There is an extraordinary variation in the sammer
ane winter dress of this bikd.  In a*specimen pro-
cured in summer by cae of the whaling vessels, the
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forchead andgfliceks are greyish wood-brown, centra

of the crown blaek ; the occiput and chid white ; .

the neck, breast, and upper parts of the belly, decp
piteh black ; the lower belly, sides, and under tail-
vovers, pure white ; the upper part of the back and
long scapulars are Black, with broad margins of red-
dish brown ; the mantie, lower back, rmmp, and
upper tul-covers, wings, and tail, deep brownish
black = the secondarics have the onter webs tinted
with reddi<h browr, forming an indistinet speculum,

in this specimen a few white feathers appeardnter- "y

wixed on the front of the neck and upper part of
the back.

The plumage of the winfer, in a very fine and
perfect specinzen shot “in the. Frith of Forth, the
forchiead® and checks are poale greyish brown ; the
oceiput,-back of the neck, throat, upper part of
the breast and back, belly, vedt, under tail-covers,.
and scapulary feathers, purc white.s On each side
of the neck there is a large oval patch of pitch
k=own, trminating inferiorly in yellowish or red-
dish byswn ; the mantle, lower back, rump, tail, and
wings, are as in the other dress, brownish black, in
botl the tail is gradudted ; the centre feathers nar-
row and much elongated ; the hill has the nail and
base black ; behind che nail a band, coloured, when
newly killed, of a deep lake ; feet and legs yellowish
gre:.  In winter the flocks are always accompanicd.
by numl<rs of birds in various states of immature
pluthage, having the neck and breast partially white,
and but ilitle. trace of the broad distinet pectoral

band ; the back and wings nct nearly so deep in the

"y -~
=
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"
tint, and the ﬁt".l'['l‘l‘] wies and tail not elongated.
n the female, whick is less in size, the erown, nane,
spot upon the neck cnd breast me }'L‘ll{mw}l brown,
darker on the head ; lower bxlfast and under parts
pure white ; the upper 'Emrh blackish Lrown ; the
scapulars hru'l.ilh' edged with yellowish brown ;
tail not elongated. llus 15 the state of a female
killed in the Firth of Forth during winter.
% i
The next rH;'nLrlL form we -lmll motics 1*~ it of the
Seoters, a race of ducks maritime in their l-ll.llh’,. anid
e :u:cpt during the season of ineubation, very E geldom
leaving the waters’ they are most expert divers, fecd
in deep water, and the gizzards have guqunlly been
found filled with the remains of stionz bivalve
shells. The form of the Hofiy is large and heavy,
and the eolours of the plumage ard l;llne in some
slightly tharked on,the head -mtl wings w lti~ white,

i [ o

(EneMTA, Fleming— Generie chawacters—Dill de-
pressed, and much &llntu] for uwu-ﬂurdq of ‘its
length, base clev ated gqnd Lnubhcd _J’n.nﬁ"i.a-
dentated, strong but not appzrent ; nestrils an-
terior, oval, large ; wings pointed, quills strong,
the first emarginated ; tail wedge-shaped,stiff’;
. feet large, hallux hrpadly jwebbed.

I‘ vpes. — 0. _fuscm perspicillata, &e. = Furope,
Asia, Americn. g
Note.—Habits entirely maritime, except diring
incubation. Males separato from females when
incubation commencys.  Form, heavy, colour

black or dark. i L



THE SUKF SCOTER.
(Edewia g vapicillata,

-

s« PLATE VIIL =

Anas jerspiviliata, Lisx.—(Edemia perwpicillata, Flem. Selly,
&e.—The Burl Duck, or Scoter of British authors.
. ¥

* o

Tiis curivusly marked d-ek will give some idea of
the forin und appearance of "the genus now under

cofisideration,  The bill, which,is not socflat and

hecones more narrowed tovards the tip in the more
tipical species, hegins to asswne the tumid form
anu raised lnsﬂl !mtuh«rnnnc which will be seen in
the next gruup of birdg or ciders. The Surfl Seoter
is an extremely sare bird in Britain, ainl even in
Europe ; the coasts of North Xmerica being its real
liabit.tion. It has been stated by "most of our
modern Dritish um1rhnlr:rg151-, that specimens - ~of
thi. bird ~ceur now and then in the vieinity of the

r'knev and Shetland Tslands, but we ar® not aware

of any h-ulyfr very Iate'[y pmcumtl there. In the
birds of Lumpe. = speeimen 1s stated to have been
killed in the Firth of Fozth, and Mr. Yarrell re-
curds another instance of a recent specimen coming
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into the possessionof Mr. Bartlett of Lundon : all
these ta this countiy have ocevrred in winter, It is
of nearly equal rarity on the,Continent, and few
notices of it oceur citherin any of the recent works
devoted to Natural Histery, or in those books of
tours which |nf.(~l}l', undey the apology of Sport.
have recorded some interesting ancedotes on the
habits of little known speiies. :

On the coasts of North America this Seoter is
abundant, Wilson states it is commoen in Winter.
alorg the whole coast, from the river St. Lawrenes
to F Inmlln, M. ,:"Lmlul.mlh in his excursion to the
coast of Labrador, found it there, passing on north-
ward to breed, in numbers that exceeded all his
previous conceptiops ; a Very fow pairs only re-
mained to breed there, and he only suecoeded 2
finding K single nest in an extensive {mesh-water
m.J.r-h. It 'i\.l:f“brlllgl} placed amid the tal leaves
of & bunel ofsgrass, and raised full four inches above
the ground.” It was composed ‘of withered and
rotten weeds, and was linpd with the down of the
bird. The egrs, cmsidered Zmall for the sue of the
ird were of a2 unjform pale yellowish or crean
colour, ;

Tue Vepver Scorer, (EpEMIA pusca, — dnas

Suwsea, Linw—@demia fusca, Flom., Selby. Se—

reat Black Duck, Willugh—Vetrvet Diw'—* ol evt.
o Double Scater of British authors—'This fine spi-
cive is also a sea duck in the most: exteasive sense,
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and is a winter visitant on opr epasts,  Mr. Yarrell
states that it is net a commén species en the
southarn_ eoasts, :m;l enmmerates the counties off
which it bas been,killed,, wiéh are few in num-
hor: 1832 and 18370 are mentioned as winters
in which it had been ,_,nbt:tinca in the London
warkets, show ing that its occurrence to the poul-
trymen tliere "must be 'Pmc:muus. It increases
northward ; e have reccived "specimens from the
vicinity of Umnvr where we have been informed
that it-is .q.lu:m].,mf, while in the Firth of Forth jt is
bi¥ no means uncommon. In thewl.zt%cr it oceurs in
smal! parties, and some may almost always, during
winter, be segn either riding leisurely at their ease,
or diving actively. In G boat we have frequently
come un With them, .md"dld,nat pereeive that ex-
treme shy=ess which is attributed to them h}f many
describers.  With a slight breezesand sailing’ as if*to
pess the flock, Lenpmg at the same time as free ffom
motion ps possille, we have dot found c'ilﬂicult}
in s=tting =ithin shot, the birds not taking w.nn;_,
until approachied withis forty yards, and then gan
abundance of fime to thd sportsmam, fiom rising.
heavily until dear of the water. From being in little
wsteemefor the table, they are not fmqunnt]v seen in
tho l,ulmhurﬂh marke#s, at the same time many spe-
cimens may be obtained by attention during winter.
The foad is principally bivalve mnluscm l'mqueni]v
those 6f a—=2ry hand strm:tum the Etrung covering
of which their very powerful gizmr:i cnables tham

casily to braise and triturete.
[ -
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Chut of Britain, the comtinental nrnlt'lmlughts mfurm
us that it is found as far south %s ltaly. Its l:l'wu
of nidification are however ngtenarrated, hyt it was
observed by Mr. Hewitson, gud some® other northern
travellers, in Norway, Swdéden, and Seandinavia. In
L'I.l'}]ﬂ.lll’] writes Mr” 'l'h:m in s notes to Mr.

Yarrell, it is common ¢ Very 'ﬂrl*.i"l.‘ci hrnmlmr* o
hummocks, among the wilow sw amps, or ]m:rr OTiRss s
near the water by the edges of l.uas_,t.r Inkes N nouy-
tainous districts. In North *Ameriea fthe Velvet
Scofer 15 also snigratory, nrri\'ing on the shdres of
the middle states about the beginning of Septembir,
and '-trct.chinn SDlnf_til'llEa as far south as Credrgia,
while in .‘spnl it mmmmm}q again tos retjre llurlln—
ward to breed. The thl;f]].‘ﬁ]ll‘lllta in t!us dircetion
have not been *l.’-'-u:r..mt:ul but # was, mot witif
abundartly onthe :.u.u,f.-: of Labradorby Mr*Audubon,
many at the s:mw time -ﬂ:ﬂntlnumﬂ their course
northward. It is described by him as 'lrrecuhut- by the
sides of small lakes, two or three miles distant f2om
the sea ; the nests being dsually phrcﬁ under~ihe
low boughs of the bushes, of the twigs of which,

with mosses and various lr.lll.nt*s m"lttﬂd tﬂ‘ﬂ.‘ﬂlLr

they are formied -

JPlumage entirely of a deep velvet-black, ‘except
n lmrc wintc spot on the lower eyelid which pesses
behind theeye in' the form of an acute angle, and
the tips of the greater covers, which are of the'same
colour, and show a bright and strmwlv L"I:Ill'ltmﬂhll"
Lar acrcss each wing; oan the he ad 'mf[ neck the

* Audubon, . B 1 X
- b
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| =
colouring is without lustre and (soft ; the base aid

midrgin of “the bill sire black, the other parts bright
"||1uwnt-nr'mfre: irside of the farsus carmine red,
toes orange red, the mr:*:ui:-nm‘-: black., In the
temale the plumage is Brownish Dlack, paler on the
under surface, on the avriculars a patch of greyish
white ; the bill and legs have not the vivid colour-
ing of the*malk, Accordirg to Audubon, the young
much rf:*-ﬂlﬂ.lif' the female during the first year, the
white’ :-.pots on the head being apparent ; the fect
heginning ta show their hnﬂnnt colqur. ,

A W

Tue Cosxyox or Brack Scoren.—(EpEsia x1-
nf s o=l iias iy 1, lei.-—(E-;i?mm nigra, Flem.,
Bollay, K, ——Emumnu or Black Seoter of British
*rt.ﬂi’inntu This SI ecies we consider in qcut—lr".“.l at
least as'more uncommon, l|l‘ll1 the last, and in our
lwating excursions after mld-fmw.] Imany years
since, in the Firth of Forth, we 'Ih\'n'ﬂ- fuund it
much more diflicnlt to anproach, and to attempt to
escape ‘Hore frequently by diviig. It is there a

winter visitant) and specimens snay be oceasionally’

abtained in the Edinbus seh markets.  To the south
it*is alzo principally a winter guest, but Mr. Yar-
rell states that binds are wccasionally seen durﬁ*g
the sumimer months near the shores, and suspeets
that tkey are hlrlls v-hich are either bgrren or have
not attainzd mmunu. a< in the ease of the last
bird, "thousands of sterile llntll‘lrld'll:ﬂﬂ of which, ae-
cording to “Audubon, pass the summer in the Day
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af Fundy. On geveral parts of the continental

“shores it appears ‘more eommon than on our 0w

southern coasts, and Mr. Yarrell has deseribaed a
kind of Christmas FI-H!HH:‘m\'ilif}l-,tilk{".l;l place annually,
in which the flocks are<syrrounded by hoats and
numbers killed.  Semething similar is said also 10
take place in Corsica.

- mo - ':

=2h, T i
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[t is a smalleg, species than the last, but soine-
what reser |‘|lr|ill_',_: it in form, thetail boing rather-more
wedge-shaped and lengthened. Therg is not a spot
of white on the whple bird, the festliers on the head
and neck are slightly clongated, their foom marke?,
and have a rich gloss of indigo-blue. “The remnin-
ing plumage is a deep dull black ; the first quill has
a considerable emargination ; the bill black, tarsi asd
feet blackish red. Female blackish brown, paler
beneath.

The last form which we have to notice among
the British ducks is that of the Eiders, Somateria
Lieach, composed of large ]It":l.'#'}’ birds, hasing the
Gill enlarged or swoller at the base.  In their ]I;'l.l.lili
they are completely maritimé.  One bird which we
place provisionally among them, we do se, with
some doubt, not baving been able te.cxamine it
minutely ; by ornithologists also it has been shifted
from genus to genus, and four diffezent Lenerie terms

-
.
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have been by different anthors anplied to it. fnico-
setta, Gray; polysticta, Eyton ; Macropues, Iuttal ;°
and_Stelleria, Bonaparte.

w7

Somateria, Leack. — Gleneric characters.—Bill
narrow, swollen at the base and running high
into the plumage of the head, being divided on
the forchead by an agute anglé of feathers, nail
large and strong, hooked, lamelle dentate, con-

“ cualed ; nostrils Jateral, oval ; wings of mean
length; accaminated, first qmll slightly longest,
tertials long, curved ; legs placed behind, short,
feet ample, hallrx broadly lobed.

Types—S. mollissima, spectabilis, &e.

Note—Tlabits meritime ; long in attaining adult
plumzze ; females separate from males after
incubstion. Europe, America.
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THE COM MON EIDER.

Somateria mnfﬂss:'m::.

PLATE VIL

Anas miollissima, Lian, —Somateria mollissima, Lendh., Fhr

&e  The Eider, or St Cuthbert's llluk af British cm-
thors,

Twuis gaily-nlumaged, but rather clun;.m']y-formﬂl
duck, = a good example of the genus, It is com-
pletely maritime in habits, fiequenting the sea-coasts
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COMMON EIDER. 169

or islands, and in its Jistxibution is a northern bird.

According to Mr. Yarrell, it is occnsionally found on

the sonthern coasts of England, and is sometimes

brought to the London maskets dering winter, but it

does not breed much farther south than the Fern

Islands in the mouth of the Firth of Forth. From

thence until within the range of the Bass Rock, it

breeds in tumpnmlirn abumlance, many nests hcil‘lg

always to be foynd on the smaller islanas, angd also
sometimes on the more rugged parts of the mainland
ghores ;: we once shot a female from the nest close
to the old castle of Tantallon. Farther northwara

still, and among the distant islaads, it is commun.

Ontihe continental coasts we have littlejntelligence,
Lut ¢ 1 all the shores of Northern Zurope, where we

have seen ithat so many ol our summer m:tr-a.tmg

5111_:?11..1 breed, it 15 Lo hl. found in profugion, and

is even far from being shy. It is recorded by

Leemius * that it breads near to the inhabiteds
hiouses @ it even suffers itself to be tiftel from the

egos and set down again, and sometimes . countr::-

man will earry the young in Lis hat from the nest
to the sea, the duck running by his side, and mopro-

ing gently from anxiety.” ®  The Eider-is also dis-

tributed around the shores of North Americas and

has'been noticed by most of tue ornitlmlngiutﬂ of
that country. Audcbon states that now it does not
range farther sguth than the viciaity of New Yark,

though formerly it must have had a rachcr more
extensive range.

* Levmius de Lappénibus, 274, aote.
I
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The plumage of the head i *short and soft ; the }

tirehead and sidesr of the head, running M a line
with the lower pagt of the ey oS, and termmnhllg m
a narrow peint np]'-nultu- the "nostrils, rich bluish
black, having in some lights a deep bluish tint;
this 1z divided on the.crovwn from the line of the
eyes backwards by a ndrrow line of greenish white;
the occiput and sidesiof the neck, with a large
patch, rountled inferiorly pistachio green, the fea-

raisall at wili; the checks, neck, hack and- sidés

thers being rather .long and stiff, capable of bl:ing>¥

of the rump, pure white ; bregst, rich cream-yel-
iow ; the wings above the greater covers, scapu-
lars, and tertials white, tinted with straw-yvellow ;
the latiér loose ir their webs, and curved over the
wing.: the rump and upper.tail-covers, Lelly, vent,
and ungder tail-covers, black; the greater wing,
covera short and black ; secondaries hl:wk:.sh briwn s
quills aud tail greyish brown ; bill and legs greenish
vellow. Fhe female has thé general eolouring of
the plum~ge yellowish brown, on the head and neck
strealeed with blackish browne; on the, back and
upper parts; the greatér portion of the feathers s
blackizh brewn, tipped and ecut into on the sides
with yellowish brown ; on the under parts the fea-
thers are transverssd with broad bars of the Sark
colour, which become indistinet in the centre of

the belly and vept; on the wing-covers the pale W
marsings are more rufous in colour; the greater ./

covers are tipped with white.
Amony the sinall parties on onr shores, many
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EI1¥G 'E1DER. 171

lirls of a picbald 'appearance are to be seen,
which afe those that “have not d@ttained their com-
plete dress.  Three and four yezrs is the time al-
lotted by most of our British wiiters for this pur-
pose, the fact being stated, without entering into
the eanses for a tlc'lnr’ture from the more general
rules.

%
- v

Tane Kixe EmpEr, SoMATERTA SI‘I-(‘.'I&HIL'IFK-—-—
 Anasspectabilis. Linn.—S8. spectabilis, Flom., Selly,
Jon., &e—The Kirg Duck,or King Eiderof Britisn
anthors—The claim which thi® species has to~be
considered a Dritish species 18 very seanty. Colonel
Montagn states that Mr, Bullock informed him ke
had found it breeding in Orkney, but we have not -
since traced it oceurrence on any of the=Scottish
consts. A specimen’is mentioned by Mr, Jenyns as
killed on the Stffolk coast, and one from the Irish'
shores is in the eollection of Mr. Ball, On the Con-
tinent its distribution is equally uncertaingbut it -
erenses in abundance northward, though appurently
it never hecomes so fzequent there as the last, It
is near to the Aretic circle that the s¢ronghold of
this species prm"uls, breeding on the sea-shore, but
sometimes in the meighbourh6od of fresh-wator
‘ponds.  Captain Becchy (exp. of the Dorothea and
Trent, 1818) .mentions the greit abundance of the
King Eider on some rocky islands on thi const off
Spitzbergen.  The sailors could scarcely walk with-

out treading on their nestd, and sacks might have
& -.l
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1 KING EILER. _i".*g
been filled with the eider-down. The females wonld L i
remain on the nects until knocked over with sticks.*
We ape indebted .for most of .the specimens in the
collections of this coyntry to the Arctic voyages, a i
foew being occasionally brought by the Greenland
and other whaling veasels, but good skins are by g
no means e:tls:il_g' pmuur.pd.

This Eider has the basecof the bill much more
glevgted, or rather it laterally rises upwards in the ~
form of fwo large oval protuberances, the plumaga :
of toe ferehead separating them - these with the » A
oill are deseribed as “~vermilion-red,” when the bird JI‘
i newly killed ; tne plumage between the tuber- .
cules with, = band surrounding them, and the base 75 ;—
of the maxilla with the form of a V on the throat, 3
the a;ute end gotering the fork of the mandible, l'*
and the eyelid, velvet-black ; the checks and side of ! E
the throat exterior t» the V pistachio-green, the” !

. |

feathers having a structure similar to those of the s
Fider; the erown, hind-head, and nape, bloish- X
gsen ; neck, mantle, aud lesser wing covers, white ; ¥ F
breast rich cream-yellow ; the lower back, rump, i‘
tail,.scapulars, and quills, brosvnish black ; greater ':,
covers and sccondantes black ; tertinls brownish

black, paler along the shafts and very much curved ; 2

belly, vent, and under tail-covers, black ; on each
side of the rump a large and conspicucus triangular-
pat:l of yellowish white. In the female, the ge:
neral agpearancg somewhat resembles that of the
common Eider, the light parts are more rufous in :
* Saldne, ¢
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tint, and on the back fhe dark centres of the feathers
are more elongated, while below, the bars also take a
more lengthened furl]:, and arc _narrower ; on the
head and meck the' velle wluh-'lr-u“ v colour pre-
vails ; the wings arc darker, aml the greater covers
are n-lrrmxh tlp[:ml wiith white, while the tertials
continue their curved form, and are, L'ar]:,r as much
so as in the wale Lu‘ll,r

P B
STELLER'S ‘ﬂ. ESTERN DUCK. —-S0MATERIA STEL-

- LEri—Fuligulg dispar, Sell; .--Pu{wnc'a,tﬂﬁ.—
Finiconnetta, G. R. Gray.—Stelleria, Bonap—Ma-
crapug, Nutt.— Western Duck, wr Pochard of B.i-
tish authors.—'This rure and interesting species
has been placed in various genéra, new appells-
tions have been propesed by diffprent omitholo-
wrists for 1 i reception, and it is now ].rlacl.‘. at the
cone lu-|u|| of the Eiders provisionally, until its strie-
ture is better ascertained ; the general colouring
and form of the tertials show a considerable alliance.
Ounly one specimen of this Fird has been killed ~n
the Dritish coasts, in the vicinity of 1h.:.';rml.uu-h in
Norfolk, and is now ju the -‘\Iur“ltll museum. In
Europe it is nearly equally race ; ; a specimen killed
in Denmark, nearly at the same time that the Nor-
folk bird was procured, was at tue period i 'lr{r. EL"{J*
wrote his History of British Birds considered the
only one on regord ; since, it has llea!l uumm.:rily
killed in Neorthern Europe, and Tcm:mm.k,. in his
Supplement, states that it Pcmqmnn]ly wanders into
Germany. It also ranges to North-eastern Asia,
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and the Prince of Canino -givis to it the nu:rﬂlcm }“

const of America$ but even there it must be ex-
tremely rare, for Audubon writes, * so very scarce
indeed is it, that 21l my exertions to obtain a speci-
men have failed,” and he figures the bird from the
Norwich specimen alluded to; it is gaid to breed
like tlu: Eiders.,
;' r

__."-tummiiﬂ; the extensive series of birds we have
now’ had under roview, has been placed another,
group, duck-like in form, but at the same time having,
while in the water, the appeargnce and almost the '
aqaatic activity of* the divers ; the Goosandere, or

genns Mergre, Linn. 1s much more aquatic in habits |

than even thc“Fu“:ingn:T, and are in fact seldom
seen =x{ipt swimming or during flight, the short
penu:i tevoted to incubation hm.nﬂ' almost, the nlﬂ\
neeessary exception; when sw imming, thevsink flm:p-
inte the water, but move rapidly and gmﬂfullv
and dive with :.]:rﬂt facility ; the food is chiefly fish,
canght by diving. and held securely by the serrated
structtre or modification of the*lamellasof the Lill.
which member becomes also, more elongated and
narrower than among the ducks ; the feet are placed
far Lizhind or beyond the centre of gravity., The
males are unlike the feinales in plumage, hawing
the colours very marked and contrasted ; these are
in *heir greatest beauty during the eommencement
uf inentadon, but as this advances, a change takes’
plade, and the dress becomes unobtrusive and more
ke that of the other =%,  The nomber of spr.-w:ies
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is very lumt.-:.d, anul wﬂ.'ll o L\LLllt.:.un they qm:
riatives of northern or temperata | countries,

-

Gex. Mencus, Lii rrm'{.r.h—fﬁﬂmrir chardieters.—
13ill long, NATTOW, i.n]l!_nug to the point, edges
with strong serratures Lmlltu'lll-f back waris, nail
strong, huuhed ; nostuils basal, lateral, oblong,
pervious ; wings of 1 ean !I.‘Ilﬂth, accaminated,
first and -:Qr:l:rud quills uL.'!.'rl} cyual 3 legs pl_gr,ﬂi
Liehind, tLr-l short, feet ample, hailux Ii“.‘rLd

Tepes—M. merganser, albellus,*&e --Luupt.'
North and’S "'H]L'I;llh America, .a"-.hm, an.m o

Note—Maritime, except whken hmcdmrr' ferm
rather l;_'[nnf_[:ltl.,d but heavy ; plunngl. pied ;

wings slightly m'lmrcu!ited- = 5

In the species \','D ghall first lil:i-::n'[;:'., though
not-considlered genesically typical, we see a“resemn-
blane to some forms of thie ducks, particularly that of
the Garrots. s e =

[ =]

. Suew, on W HITE NL\—‘wit.m-us ALBELLYE.—
Mergus ahﬂwﬁus of cmlﬁw g —Harle Jrictde, fl,mm —
Smaoie, N, or White-headed Merganser (fﬂﬂ.fm‘.
auttors—The Smow, with the axception of the spe-
cies more prupurlv American, is perhaps dur rrest
British G unﬂander. It is oceg<ionally in wipter
brought to the English markets, Fand Mr., Yarrell
says it iz well known on the tast, south, “and
west coasts” Northward 3t becomes, less frequent.
and in Sectland it cap on'y stand as an e sional

Fa
=

.
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siraggler ; a single specimen uf the male has ouly
o.curred o ourselves recently killed, thongh we

know of a few utlmr instances £hat can be l.]cpcnded .

on. In lmlagﬂ it"lins sometinies been killed. In
Central Enrope it doce Il[lt seem unfrequent ; during
winter we have seen the femaled and young carried
about the Boulevards of Paris, among other water-
fowl, Ir. Ncsthern Eu-ope it is also found, and
st probably will extend té North-castern Asia.
2L fommink gives Japan toit; 'the Prince of
Canino, t ]:n: nerthern and central coasts of North
America.  Audubon, again, consitlers it of ex-
tremé rarity, scarcely deserving of the rank of an
American species ; he only ,once saw a specimen
of a fe male,lw.'ﬂlich he sliot, ﬂml was obliged to have
_recourse o a British % !sp._cml{n for his dmmng of
“the um.Ie The ‘nidification is unknown,

In this species, of much less size, we hive again
the decided contrasts of black and white. The *
i1lum.1gn of the head is loose aud silky, and rises on
thie crown and ilind head to an ample but gracefully
droop:n-:; crest ; ; the heal, neck, breast, belly, vent
and under tail-covers are pure white, on’the flanks
and under the wings irregularly crossed with black,
but the purity is broken on the head by a round
spot under the eye and bonnded by the bill, of dep
black glo.sed with green, while the postm'mrpnrh of |
the oceipital crest has a streak of the same culnﬂr
marking its base , centre of the back, the rump, and |
wing-i are black ; the feathers of the back, where
joining the puge colour of the breast, being tipped
with black, run upon it in two crescented narrow

o

o
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bands, the one upon and more than half across the
hreast, che other aboit an inch ~farther back ; sei-
pulary feathers "ﬁ-]'lll.ﬂ' l.:nn]em'l an their outer web
with a narrow ei]rrr: of lr].mi\ large, tortials grey,
secondaries and grenter cm'r*_n deep black tipped
with white, upper tafl-covers and tail grey. The
feruale in distribution of colour resembles the other
hirds of the genus ; the hegd, nape, aud hick of the
neck are chestgut n..*:l. darker uuder aad lH"t“["["ﬂ.
the eve and the bill where the.male las ﬂle Dlaci

,‘/ spot » on the crown and occiput thi rL‘I.tlml"i- are

clongated, and on the last are separated and SOMIC-
what hackled ; the chin, throat; and upper ]m.'r*- of
the back, white ; the lower part of thu nccl: sides,
and upper parts of _the 1:-n:1ht and- Hnul-.._, grey ;
lower bireast, belly, .'md. vent, pum white ; he . back,
a-c:lpuInrw. tertials, quills, and tail, hfﬂ{.‘]\IEE Lgrey, on

_the back o ith a tint of hruwn ; middle part'of the

lesser wing-covers white, ac-cnndnnnn and greater
wing-covers deep black; the last sncurldnr}* rey, ha-

ving the onter web “Iute hordered with-the tint of
black. The young- -males of the year nearly squal
the adults in size, but in pll.nmgu resamble the fe-
male, that of the head is a cleater reddish brown, and
without so much clongation behind ; the secondaries
ang’ preater covers are a dunpnr-’.:]nck and thn wlntu
tips are cunspmuom'

-] L
2 e

THE Goosanper, MERGUS MERGANSER. — 2fer-

qus mevganser, male; M. castor, femyle, of authors.

e Y M
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—(frand harle, Temm.— Goprander, male.—Dun .
hieer, female, of British :mbsm*s —This beantiful 7
and typical species is one of ‘those which, like the Lt
hen-harrier and ringtail, the ""I.J].l.]t‘.'ll and ring-tailed g
eagles, occasioned some eontroversy among the more 1
varly modemn British nnutlmlon‘t:,ts The plumage
of the sexes for the firse vear is nearly similar, but
the males and females *were long by many consi- I
l.il;_'I"_lel].i!iﬁh{'t- species, and were known under the ' | 1
names of Goosander and Dun Diver, Mergus mer- i
giansi and eastoi,  The fact of their identity has, (3
ltowever, been long since proved, and the differenge { }
in.the colouring of the sexes agrees with that inei- -
ident to the gther known species.  On the main land ~ i
o Great Brita'n this bird is principally almost en- : t
tirelwa vinter, visitant ; we are aware of no instance ! ‘9'_;
of its incubation being discovered, and i in our own e
rumbles we have nnlj‘ once obstrved it dunurr ghm-, P
mier, but that in a locality” where some narthcm sed 5
izsle may have veen its haunt. “In winter it frequents f
tlyg; inland lakes when vot frozen, and ascends rivers,
appacntly becoming less numerous towards the |8 1
south. , In rivers, at the season mentioned, we haze '
principally «bserved 1% in small parties of from four | 'Y'l,
to eizht or nine, a single full-dressed male frequently -
accompanying thew, or zt least the birds in the fo- |
male plumage being always mach more numerous. ' 2
Thg whole party fraquently will dive simultaneously, o

and we,haxe, asin the case of the Golden- -cye, occa- =
sionally got withiin shot by taking advantage of their
disappeaiance for a run. getting concealed by the timo |

i &
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of their expeeted re-ippearance.  In these localities
we have abmost invafably found‘the food to be fisli,
«mall trout, or pars. According to Mr. Maegillivray,
the Goozander breedsin the 1'tm-|t-. of the lochs r.m-
the outer Hebirides. - Tts sumrer retrent seems to he
principally in Northern Enrepe, whence it i= in win-
ter that we have our supplics, as well as the birds
which roam over Central Hurope ; it may range also
to North-eastern Asia, and Temimincek recornds.it
from Japan. The Prince of Canino gives fo it
* America genesally,” and Audubon states that they
bieed in the interic= of the states of New York. &,
and “suspeets” that they advidnee pretty fur into
the interior of Mexico: " .
This is the largest of the gemms; the colovr-
ing consists of few ticts, principally lighe, vith
warked contrast of dark, softened and relieved
by grey and by the rich hves of the Lill and legs.
The hill is vermilion red; the indes of a purplisi:
red, the feet and legs very rich reddish orange ;
the lower part of the neek md breast, belly and vent,
lesser wing-covers, secondurivs; and scapulai®, Luff
ornge, varying in tints from a pale shade to ene of
extreme richness, fading after death, and often very
much lost after exposure to light ; the long tertials
are of the same buff-orange, amnld have on ﬂwlr outer
webis a nawrow biack edge, appearing conspicu-
onsly from ite distinet and generally regular lines ;
the mantle, with the last lung sc:n'[mlnr, rich fllossy
black, often varied with refleeted lights of green ;
the middle and lower back, upper ail-covers. and

i
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tail grey, on the sides, pl:lL.th?r to the line of the . .E.f

legs, :‘h.ulmrr into & pale greyidy white, freckled w ith @ e

a d1rL1;r tint ; quills dull black; the head and npper af g-‘...
part of the n~ck is nﬁh glossy blackish-green, often i
with purple retlections; having the plumes of the
crown and nape long and slky, drooping behind.
The female, known under the name of Dun-diver,
Eg YOIy ﬂii"‘n;'ont the tides-of the breast, flanks, JI
*nl__‘, Jmper I;:l.rtu., from the insertion of the neck
downwards, of the grey colour which marks the
lower !1::1 of the male; the quills are greyish Jllau."i:
and the tertials are of a deeper shade, and |m1n'
black shafts.  The vnly relief here is produced fron
the greater, sovers being broadly tipped with white -"'-.
and t'm:lc:[aliug the lh'l.lh base of the secondaries, the
half ¢f which is also white ;- these united exhibit a

==

;;_

_,,Iﬁ: .

trianguler pate h or speculum of considerable size ; j' ‘.
the head and neck arg reddisli brown, nearly pale- [
<hestnut brown, and the feathers on the hind “head pl""__'i
and neck are much elongated, loose, and rather I8
hazkled L. structure, showing a curious sexual dif- 13T
ference in the develépment of ‘this ornpment, and ;

which was long Lmugllt forward as only incidental

to the male. The ckin and throat are white, ana

the fore part of the breast, belly, and vent ar
geperally yellowish white; but sometimes preseiit ¢ .
dnp:h of tint equalling those parts of the male. The
Bill,. legs, and feet are of a duller yermilion and »—
orange. ?




THE RED-LRE_ABTE".D 'MERGANSER.

Meripna sereator,

. " -
PLATE X, i o

- LL o

Merpus serrator, Linn,— Le Harle Huppé Tewom.— Rl
breastll Merganser of British authors.

Turs species is a winter visitant to the shores’ of
England and south of Scotland, and ajipears at that
season wnore maritinde in i*s Labits than the last ; in
the south of Scotland it does not ascend rvers regn-
larly like the last, nor is it nearly so common in
winter, and the specimers wwhich we have procured
have been gum,rall:. from the sea or its vicinity ; its
breeding range is however more extended, for it ln-
cubates by the margins or' on the Hlnnﬂa of st
of the mdie retired Highland lochs, and towards the
north is by no medns nneonmon.  The nest wo
have generally found placed among brush-wead, a
few yards from the water, with a beaten run to it;
it §s warinly constructed with the down of the bird,
When the female commences sitting, she is left by
the drake, which retires and dompletes its hivult,
after having assumed a somewhat duck-liké up_pmr-
nce. 5

On the authority of Mr. Thompson, it is also
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found in Ireland, during smmer. In C entral Eu-
rope it oceurs in wihiter &) anmgh as in this conntry,
but breeds and is Xbundant in, Northern Europe.
Japanese specimens,* by Femminck are said to be
identical with those frém other ¢ountries, and it i3
well known to the ornithologists of North America.
In a svecimen procurcd from the Orkney seas
during winter, we have tie head and neck greenish
Nt uwmingled with a few reddish brown feathers ;
the occiput adorned with a long loose crest; the
chin vellowish white; the lower neck and upper
breast reddish Brown, paler and® more mixed with
white where it is joined with the greenish black
of the diead & the back, sides of the breast, seapu-
lats and quills, black z the lovier part of the back,
“ruwp, ‘tail and Slanks grey,” the latter with nar-
row irregular bars of black ; the breast, Selly and
vent, pure white; th: greater wing-covers .and
specondaries white, each with.a h]nck base which
forms a double- bar across the wing; the tertials
widto with a narrow edging of black, but a most
conspicunus marking 15 seen in a few rather large
feathers which spring.from eash side of the breast
above the bend of the wing, and over which, while
the bird is at rest, they fold,—these are pure white
with a margin all roind of deep black. During the
Lireeding seazon the colours are more visid and more

distinétly marked, Yhe reddish browa or chestnut

on the sides of the breast is deeper, and the head
and crest are entirely glossy Dlackish green.
The female somewhat rmmbleu the Dundiver; one

-
-
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shot from the nest on L%h Awe has the crown and
ereat pale umhrr-hrr wn, chieeks and nedk reddicsh
birown, paler on the I'um part aml chin, and shading
into a brownish gnﬁ. on the Imwr part of the neck ;

the upper parts .ml] sides of ‘the breast are bl: l.vkmh
grey, the tips of the “'lr."!.t]u:_m ragged and of a pale
grey’ ; the greater covers and secondaries are as in
the male, showing the “dogble black Lar across ; the
tertials have the hhclc edge, but it is ruch hru:u.m,
and except on one or two the white is lurt. p‘-m,
the breast, belly, and vent are puic w hite. The
young males are nearly similar, llu.- colour, of the
head bLuw rather brighter and-the crest very shori.
The young, a few {l"}s old, are, above, uf dark

clove-brown ; below, \'.lutv:. |Iﬂ.‘lll-g the sicds of t1|u
neck reddish.

) -

¥

Tue Hoon=n ?-[l;n-::ﬂqsr?n, MERGUS CUCULLATES,
—Mr. Selby first noticed this specics as a native
of Dritain, and sent a description of a specimen, a
voung female, to-the Trancactions of the Natural
History “:'{nci{-t.'. ofr Newenstle and - Durham, and
alterwards gave'a figure of the same in his Dlustra-
tions of Dritish Dmltlmlngj Since that time a
fiw additional specimens heve been obtained i
England, among them an adult male by Mr. I'Iu.y
of Stoke Navland. In Europe it also unl.} claims
the rank of an occasional visitant, and i best known
as an American specics.  In winteér it ranges through
the United States, and breeds in the vicinity of
Louisville, placing *he aest in hollow trees; but
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farther north, where thesefyre wanting, the ground
is resorted to.* e e ;

In form and cnk_‘lunn:r ther |lnm|m"l Merganser
resembles the smeyy Tearer than the other speeies,

The plumage of the heafl is vory ample, and is capable

of heing cony erted at “ij] inte a flat ronnded crest;

this, w lth the Ilm‘i\ is Wiackish green, and behind
the eve theré is a largs triangnlar spot of pure
W [11l:v hiorderad et’enuﬂv 'u.:til?.lfuc!-. JAppearing very
r:-na]\.cuuuﬁ when the crest is displayed ; the breast
and u=der parts are white, two uruacant—l'unnml Dars
of black erossing the sides of the former; flanks un-
dulzted with yellowsh brown and black ; the wing
is erozsed by a broad bar ofs white, divided by a
narrow band of blask at’ “the base of the sccondaries.
+ The specimen fl"ul'ﬂ] By Mr. Selby had the chin
ereyish white, apm:l..lnd with pale bm-unh brown ;

crown of the head inclining to liver- hmwn ; fhe
opcipital crest, large and Eemlutrculal, passing nto
pale reddish brown. Face, chéeks, and neck, pale
brocoli-brown or mousescolour ; breast and sides of
the lu ver part of thesneck brosoli-browy, deeply
margined with pale grey ; upper parts of the body
bruwm:.h black. the fégthers upon the mantle and
scapulars being margined with obscure greyish
brown ; onter edges sof the exterior webs of te
secondarics white, forming a small speculum in the
midst of the wing ; ynder plumage ‘I.\T]'IltL the sides
and flunks Brocoli-brown with paler margins, Tail
of fourteen feathérs, deep clove-brown; legs and
feet brown; tingad with red. +

* Audubon. L N + Selly.

B
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COLYMBIDAE, 07 DIVERS.

Sveceepivg the extensive and generally distributed
family of the Ducks ands Goosanders, we place.
another, muchsmore limited in uumhcr—'l hast (.I'
habits even more peeuliarly wquatic. 1110v are
all most expert divers, as their title Emh*atua. live
cutirely on the water, except ||||r1ntr the process ui*
ine 'Illn'l.llml, and undergo a ]:Lrlnqul change of piun-
waze in one form or another. The di%erent, modi -
fications of form, lk““g!!. limited, are distributed
over the world, but aie searcely employed ia any
ceonomicpl purpose.  The skins of the larger species
are spmetimes drossod and vged as ornaments.  We
have only two generg entering the British list, the
first, the True Dicers, have the body, flat and hieavy,
and when stretched out, tapering and dart-]'%e ;
the wings<mall, sharp-pointed, and stiff. admirably
adapted for progress ander water, at the same time
capable of quickly transporting their owners over
land when required.  The legs are placed still morg
backward than in the Sea-Ducks and Ggosanders,
s0 a5 almosts to preclude the possibility of walking,
while they are caleulated to give their whole pro-
pelling force to the body of the bjrd on the water ;
the tarsus is very thin apd Hatténed, the weobed
foot very ample, and constructed so as to fold when
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drawn foryard to give the stroke, and, with the o~
thin edge of the tarmsus, thus o1 Brs a vory Et!"ht re-
sistance,, The foodvis entirely fish taken by tlmn;r:
The number «of species i3 limited, and they are
confined chiefly to noxthern andtemperate clmates.
The generie characters of this form are,
.o Gex. Couyunvs, Linnaus..— Generie characters.
caita neBill long, straight, pointeds strong, tomia
staooth, lower outline of mandible eurved, but .
showing little or no angle ; nostrils basal, date- r—
sul, linears wings short, acouminated, feathers .
in structure stift, first and second quills longest ;
tail shor®, rounded; legs placed far behind, tarsi
- much comjpressed, fect lacge, amply wobbed,
vater. toe longest, nailsdroad and flat, hallux
articulated inside the tarsus, lobe small.
Types.—C. glacialis, areticus, &e.—Europe. Asia, -
America. -
1Note.—Habifs peculiarly aquatic, maritime ; breed
~ojnland ; a marked- summer pll:mnge lost in
winter, .




"
3 .
LS
THE RED-THROATED DIVER.
Colymbus seplentrionalia,
5 L
PLATE XIL. il
2 S T

Colyinbus septentrionalis, Linn, — Plongeon %t tharin, ou a
- gorge rouge, Teniin.—Red-throated Diver of Bririch authors.
— Speckled Diver, st Loon. — First rll:!.ll“.":'l.'i.'mlil Speckled ,
Diiver of Bewiel: (the voung).

Tur Red-Throated Dver \1r|,r.=s {ronu those s species

which we shiall immedi lt::l_v tluscnl]r- ““d, whinh we

consider s more trpu.nl both in the less Jdistinctly
marked plumage and in the fgrm of the bill, which in
this bird appems slightly turned up, but this is caused
by the mandible Iu.ﬂ.lm_.rr a more marked ascending
angle, the maxilla in reality bending as :auch as in
the others., From ihe differcnt appearauce of the
vioung and of the bigls in “:ntr_-r, there for a long
time existed a.confusion, and the birds in that state
were described as the “ Speckled Diver,” The grey
head and rufous throat we coasider to be the lﬂu-
mage of the breeding-time, lost when that is over,
and only regained late in winter or on the np[-mmh
of spring. This, however, in mgu.rd to the Tted-
throated Diver, stil requires attention ; red-thruated
birds are got in * winter,” (the wonths are not
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-

those which oceugr without 1& Mr. Danf} “nl!llq,
to Mr. ‘lam;-]l saxs, The fed neek disappears in ~ TR
the \umter, % dﬂ.'ﬂl("r hug ordy marking the space '
accupied by the mi.l Mudubon, considers that they )1 4
are four years in attaiping ¢he complete plumage, 7,
bot at the same time fhinks that afterwards very & ’,’
little change takes place: having killed them in De-
cember, January$ and February, with the red throat, T
xe. perfect. * . \, "
We have ho record of the Red-throated Dnu\__ k

Lreeding in England, newrthq]ees it is tolerably
co.nnon around thetoasts, entering the estuaries and
mouths of rivers after the shoals of sprats, &c.,
and is frequent om the nmads ¢f Norfolk ; although

~ writers kave ngt stated T it, e consider that their
occurrence in the localities mentioned is prmupall_v
during winter ; Mr. Yarrell retharks that it is urr_v, -
sommonly exposed for salé in the Irondon markets
at that season. _ Along all the Scottish coasts it is
also at this time comman, sometimes coming inland
te such lochs as arenot frozom, and u_gnamnnalh
ascending rivers; we have shot specimens in the
Annan ﬁﬁL"{"l miles from the sea.  Mr. Thompson
also records it visiting the shores of Ireland at the
same season, but weshaver no notice of its breeding
there, though some of the wilder districts wonld
seem suited for it. -Its British breedipg stations are ",;..-
chiefiy Orkney and Shetland, h}' the margins of the !
fresli-water lochs; on the main, land a few pairs
may frequent ssme of the lochs and incubate, but

A
stated), but they bear no. proportion whatever to }-\‘_ ﬁ|£

%

" -
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they are by no means common, and we have only
once or bwice met wah the birds apparently breed-
ing, though we werp never ablyp «o discover the nest,
which is described as piacyd near o the water's
edge, without muel: formatiore. This species is often
taken in nets when diving after fish, and we once
procured a specimen caught upor. a newly tarred
buoy, to which it had uppfn*trlmd too near and was
unable to extrioute itself.  There mugt be & lnge
winter migration from the soutn, the numnbers that
breed on the metn land and northern isles baaring no
proportion whatevar to those that frevpuent our coast
in winter. In Northern Europe it seems to be ex-
tremely abundant, 'lrrc'q.'dm[_ a4 in this country; and
both Mr. Dann and Mr,. Procter write of seeidg
flocks of twenty and thirty old birds-together, which
they considered were males, the females being at
the time oceupied in incukation. In Central and
Temperate Europe it frequents the shores during
winter.  As before remarked, Audabon has stated
that this Lird requires four years to attain melure
plumage ;+this may account comnaratively for the
numbers of birds without the red thros it 3 but sthese
must all follow the older birds northward in speing,
for on the coasts of Scotland at least, [ew are to
berseen in this state after the month of April.  Out
of Earope the Red-throated Diver is found in North
America, appzaring on the co sts of the United
States during winter and spring, and retiring west-
ward to breed. Audubon found the nests in La-
brador in June, on the banks of the fresh-water
lukes, the nest being compesed of a faw blades of
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grass loosely put together. ‘Dr, Richardson observed
that it frequents the shores of Hudson's Bay up to
the extremity of Melville Penissula.

The male 1 simmer las the bill nearly black,
crown blackish grey, feathers margined with a paler
shade, upper plumage with the flanks behind the
legs deep blacki-h grey, on the line of the nape and
sides of the breast haviiig th> feathers edged with
wleita. giving a Striated appearance to those parts,
which will be seen mnuch more distinctly marked in
the fpecimens which we have immediately fo de-
seribe; on the back and wings the ground colour is
tinted with brown, each feather with a paler mar-
gin, and in the 5pmimen before us, in other respeets
completely madturk, » few sc..f.tered oval spots of
white* appear ; lLIlHS and tail of a darker shade.
Below, the sides of the head, the cheeks, ckin, throat
and sides of the neck, are bluish grey ; fore part of =
che neck with a lengthened pateh of rich orange-
brown, narrow at its upper end, and broadening
downwards ; breast, belly, and vent, pure white.
In birds procured in Winter we have the.bill paler ;
the space around the gape, checks, sides of the
necks, and dnder parts, pure white; the forchead,
crown, and nape, grey, clouded longitudinally with
white, indicating the plade of the strim; back mnd
upper parts dark blackish grey ﬁliglzﬂy. tinted with -
brown, each feathe: with an oval wlite spot at the
tip on ‘each wel, becoming more marked, larger,
and more tnnngular, on the seapulary feathers ; tail
tipped with white.

L U
'rf
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Tne Bumv'nmtﬂmnm Divea, {.‘-uu'm'um ARCTI-
cus.—Colymbus ﬂr*!?fm Linn —Plongeon lumme,
v d gorge noir, fcmm,-v-uﬂfudrﬂn"mmf Dicer of
Byitish avtlors—Lesser fmb*r Bewick (the young).
—On the English shores, Mr. Yarrell states that
of our three Divers this 1s the most rare, and he
gives a record of several of the specimens which
hiave been killgd south of the Tweed. In the, u’m "
of the southern half of Scotlard the ﬂnmn may ¢ e
obsecved ; during winter, specimens may be ocea-
sionally Prucurr_‘il,,m immature plymage, and we
have seen from three to four iu a day when boa.ng
in the Firth of Forth , northward they become more
common, but in all the dtat;t ts whore we have suy
aceount of the speciss, cither ip this tuu'itr} o1
abroad, it does not seem to oceur auyw here in such
nul_t}hr*r:. as the last deserilied. In the lochs, bheyond
the middle part of Scotland, a few resort to breed ;
Luch Awe is the most SEIIItlIeT]_}’;uI.'DDIl which we
have observed them. In Butherlandeuire, where
the couvdry is veoy thickly studded with luchs of
various extent, a pair was scen in many of those of
moderate bounds: in one or two iastances, -two
pativs were noticed ; these bred on the small fslands
ur upon the banks, placiag their scanty nest a few
yards from,the edge of the water in a hollaw furmed
by the bird, ;and composed only of a few straws of
herbage gathered aroand; we discovered ore nest on
i .-.rmail bare islet on Loch Shin, and landiag on

, the opposite side, approached, and ecowd perceive
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the bicd lying, as it were, on t.hr_- egas, but with the

head raised, having heard our: approach. Un pors

ceiving us she seuff‘,-.‘tl along he; short trodden path
to the water, diving immediately, and rising out of
gun-shot, diving again almost instantaneously, and
joining the male, which was ap p1n.1::.tly:,ur1re}ri.ng the
scene at a few hundred vards distance. On another
loch we siiececded in precaring-both the male and fe-
male birds, fiom {heir being mumpﬂ.mcr] with their
young, w, hu:f had been hatched on a bare promon-

tory near. . When unaccompanied with the ydung, \f-‘r—

we have never been able to overtake this bird on
the water; it could invariably beat a couple of good
royers, even though kept ahhost constantly under
weter by firing at'it, .and if approached within a
moderite’ Jisunw;.. its nL":t rise might probably be
many huadred yards p-stern, h*wmg clgsed and
doubled’on the way of the boat.” On these occasjons
the bird never attempted to fly. From the aceounts
of those persons who have visited Orkney and Shet-
lund, the Black-threated Diver also breeds there in
the fresh-water lochs, Whough nét very abﬂndunﬂy
It oceyrs ‘also in Ir'el:md but wg have no account of
its l:reedmg there. In- Middle and Southern Eu-
rope it is found oceasionally, as upon our own S]'IUH:E',
most apnrmgl}' to the soutl and there the specimens
obtained are principally birds in ifamatuge plumage.
In the north of Evrope, Norway, Spveden, Lap-
land, and Scandinavia, it breeds among the retired
lakes,-and, from afl onr inforniation, is by no means
uncommon, appearing with the first break of the ice. .
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Out of T'urnpt'. Temminck's colleetions Frmn J apan
contain"identical spe dimens § anilin various parts of
North America it isnot unfregugnt, reaching as ’hr
south as Texas and the {‘thmblmrwm‘ and towards
the north having been seen J:r_!,* the aretic voyagers
an Hudson's Bay and*the [‘."'.i'.l.*ils of Melville Penin-
suln,

I'n this heautifully mark#d spr-mcﬁ, which we con- _
sider typical, the head and neck dre of a degp rich
arey, similar in texture to the plumngr_‘ ﬂfﬂlf‘ Guil-
lemots, and on the cheeks shading into the rich dull
black which prevajls on the chin ; this is separatéd
from the gular patch by a gorgét of feathers striated
black and white, sufrmmdmfr the patgh, runnipg
down upon the sides of ﬂlu |uﬂm§t.. ihd ||+L'1I"]'-' micet-
ing on the back of the neck ; the,strintetl appear-e
ance is produced by the feathers being blaek, with a
stregk of white on ‘each maygin ; the gular patch is
deep black, Maving a rich gloss Df purple, EDHSP\"*
cuously seen when viewed m:roaq.. it ends in, o
peaked form upon the centre of the dreast; the
under parts pure thite, sid®s of the tail greenish
iilack, axillary feathers white; the Wpper plymage
18 deep glossy black with green reflections ; an the
upper part of the back or mantle there am two
lotigthened patches of sqmare thite spots, separated
from the scgpular patch ; the latter runs the whole
length of the feathers, and has the markings.of a
large size, running in fourteen or fifteets bard; the
wing-covers are markid with an oval spot oif each
web ; quills and tail black ; feet sl legs black, the

g - * N
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centre of the webs vellowish olive. The accom-  §*
I.‘ o L2 F
panying wood-cut yill shew thy, form of these regular

sputs tn *heblack-throated (No. 1) and Great North- -4 ¢ ,L »
ern Divers (No.2). A specimen killed in winter (in =~ -
the plumale of.the Lesser Iinber) has the tint of the ]

7 =S
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legs, feet,and bill, pale; theunder plumage, sides, and
flanks, pure white ; <he head mfd back of the neck
pale grey; the bask brown, Mavi ing the Jfeathers
broadly edged with gfey, quills binckish brown. f]!ll.
downy |1|um.1gﬂ ofthie youngs soon after hatching, i=
greyish black, paler bEneath,

Some of the continental Dnnthulo‘glstq constder
that there are two I'l-l."lﬂ}'i‘h"!L'l‘] species of DBlagk- -
throated Divers, giving to the mlu,*]m:.:ﬂt: of ¢ ave-
-I'rt us," to the uﬂ.lLr ﬂl'lt. of 1 En."!'u,us,, W are not
It present awage of the distinctions which aré con-

sidered to separafe them, but a =pecimen Frnln -

Northern Europe, which we find for a short time
in our IILJ‘-E(':.-H{:II, and® llefnrl: we weresagvare af the
continental opinions, ‘TPE("'II:J.."[I to Ts cmmdeml_"v
less in size, and the gudar ]ml.cll termaing ntt*_;i'miﬁnurijr
in i curyed mlﬂme, not in a peak or *u'Ll-: a8 in
the British specimens.  We now mention “this to

eall the attention of Jour orhithologists to thé probat

bility of there being two species of this beautisl
Diver confounded. .

.:;'3:'*"1%5\“ *

. argtleus,

- ] *e
L]

Cireat NonrnErx I'Ju.pn CoLyunus hL.w; ALIE,

—Colymius _,r;*arm!u !rrm o &ePlongeon fm-

- L
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4

trim, Tomm. — Northern ar Gireat Northern Diegr
‘f British .mn'mmi—(ﬁmmr wr Tmber Dﬂ-'ﬂ': the
woung),—This vers handsome abird occurs on the
"shores of Er "I.u-ri durmg ‘Wwinter, in a mauner
similar to the hu’d last<dezcribed sbut less fn.‘qucnth' ‘
and upon all the British or Trish coasts it is much
more rare.  In the range of our own excursions, we
have seen it in spring more plentiful in the Firth
uf Forth than dsewhere, frequenting the vicinity
of the ovster-scalps; and there well known to the
fishermen from its loud and monotogous call.** W
_h’ue never been able to come us with this bird or
:hc water, and all the exertions of our rowers conld
not gain ons yard upon ity but it is sometimes
£ L:-u in nets andht set lines. o In the north of Scot-
land ana’.the Qrkney and €hetland Isles it dis-
appears m full plumage in June, and in ngne of the
excursions which have avithin these few years been :
made there hm._e the nest or ¢pps bhlen discovered. - 1
Wo saw a paiz on the coast of Butherland in the )
moath of fune in their perfect dress; these might
have been incubajing On some ofthe adjacent islands, i
as it was at Teast a fortnight after we had procuréd
the voung of the Blazk-throated Diver in the op-
positt side of the county ; at the same time, they -
were the only birds We «@w in many suitable locali- i
ties.  The north of Europe dobs not rve it Y __,.r*"‘;-:!
pe £yen serve e
fora :hme:]iug.grpunri ; all those gentlamen, to whose

¢ Thﬂ.hphﬂdrn believe, that if a person hear the ery of 2
any of the divers in the spripm, I.'l.'H]. while fasting, the milk '1
trom hiis flocks will ot cu:d-’m for lhn.- whole vear. Leeniiua. 1 :

- - 5 "..':'&‘:1
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observations we are indelited for muach of the in-
formatidn we pu:-s-‘-n'x‘i.nl' the nortbern ]J]'L‘ﬂ!iil'lg-hinl\
did not find the Nu‘.,ttwru Unn T :'Inr:n;__ summer in
Norway, Sweden, or -il.:qdnml Tt is_said fo Lreed
in the Feroe Isles, ® and Mr. Procter found it in
Ieeland on the fresh—water lakes, the nest being
placed near the water.  Ax the same time, from a

i ; . s
note in Leemius de Lapposibus, we would .511|rpnﬁu

that this bird was far from being waconmon In Lap-—
land. * The Laplanders make fwo™ SOrts of hmns
Jrom. the skins, of the different divers,, which are
sometimes given ag presents or sold tp traders on the

coast. The one kind, and which must have ratier

a handsome appearanee, is made from the ahl:ls of
the Great Northern Diver ; ﬂm shigpe of the he{ul
is formed out of several Skins sewed tu;,r-:.-..lm;, and .
an entire skin, with neither the head nor ‘tail eut off,
is placed overhanging, the head and bill twmed in
front. Some cthier articlés of dress are also made of
the neck of this species and that of the Red- thnnted
Diver, the skins being preserved i m A ImZnner some-
what simjlar to thsse of penguins among the-South
Sea Islanders, J.Iu, other kind of haes are mude of
five skins of the neck of the Northera L'!m,r,. with
a part of the breast prepared with art.”+

- The Great Northern.Divee was met with ].-y
Dr. Richardson, during the arctic land uxpeﬁlt-wu,
in abundancg on the inland I]Lf:s but Beltrjg. in
the Arctic Sea or Hudson's Bay. * Audabon writes,
“ T have met with the Great Diver in winter on

* Yarrell *- 'f' Page 71, note,

-
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all the water-courses of the United States. I have

een it ;11-111" the whole of uur:\tlnuh(‘ coast, meI
Maine to the extremity of Florila, and from thenee
to the mouths of, 'l]I.L Missicsippi and the shores
of Texas.” It breeds'in many warts of the United
States, and was also found in L.ﬂamu]or where * it
lays fully a mnu!h Inter.”

In the pllm'n-'rc of thefirst vear, when the bird is
Enbwn as Cufymbus immer, the whole under surface
is' pure whité, shading upwards on the head and
neck *o greyish brown or clove-hrowy ; the back and
wings a very dark similar tint, each feather broadly
Mergined with grey; the bill p.dr, except along the
culmen ; the inside of the tarsi and toes of a mlu:h
lighter ‘tolour. - In anbther snecimen further ad:
vanced, w2 ,hnt'e..the under parts still pure, all the
upper plumage darker, and advancing further on the
neck acd breast, spnriugly intermingled with the
hlack and white spotied nupt.ml plumes, particu-
|:|ﬂy on the wihgs ; tail t:pper] with white; hill
5.].|r-ht1v darker Ir.]mu the last. In a third specimen,
“hen.‘ we are inclined to belicre that the perfect
plumage‘is geing off, we have thc head and neck
dark, clouded. with grey abme and very much
mixed with white on the chin and throat, the stria-
ted. collar distinctly appe-ent; the under surface
pure white, the upper with a large proportion of
the distinet white m.'ulung, but intermixed, particu-
Jarly <leng <he middle line of the back, with appa-
rently new dark feathers, hmv.ng grey margins as io
the young: .
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g i hmc three specimensavere obtained from O rkney,
.md it i curious that in the birk. last deseribed the
spotted feathers on ‘the back and wings had llu_-
white spots gradually wearing eut by the barls of
the feathers breaking off, which would soon leave
the back of a um!urlﬁ dark colour. This will Le
understood from the wood eat at the Lnrl of the de-
scription, and altogether we do not think that the
scasonal change of the divers is fet r"rrhth' ymh r-
stood. The adult male, in sprng, or at ,_thu_ conl-
mentement of breeding, is a remar kably handsome
bird, and we give Mr qulhvs deseription, takén
from one of the finest spocuuens we have seenin
i our own collectiofi, procured in epring, in the

*Firth of Forth ; we w erg |unhh_ fo nscertain how

the bird had been kilkd, “but scaree ly asf@ather wase
wanting.or out of its place: —* Bill blzek, paler
towards the tip, m-"u']} three-quarters of %n inchs
long, much cﬁnlpre&sed tapering, the upper man-
dible gently arched, the lower ong channelled be-
neath and deepest in the middle, the asgle slpping
gradually upward# to the pofiit ; tomia of both man-
dibles inflected ; hegd and neck blackl ;_;lutmul.] with
purplish green ; transverses bar upen the throat,
middle neck, collar, and sides of the upper part of
the breast, black, the feathers having ruised white
margins, which give these parts a striated appear-
ance ; the whole of the upper plumage glossy black,
each feather having two pure white spots (sze 'wood-
cut next page) one onench side of the shaft néar the
tip, forming rows; those upon the scapulars and

= -
-
L]

-



T
2040 GREBES.

tertinls larze and quadrangular, but becoming small
ahd nearly round wpon the lower part of the back
and rump. Flanks and sides black spotted with
white, the rest of the urder plumage white; the
long axillary feathers +he same, with a black stripe
down their centres: tail shori and rounded, consist-
ing of twenty feathers; legs areyish black, pnler on
rhc:-’ inside.” %

The other British ferm among the Colymbid:e is
that of the Grebes, also peculiarly acquatic and tot
tally unfitted for a lifé upon diy land. If we take
the last form as typical of this family, we shall find
some varieties in the structure of the Grebes, fil-
thotigh tiley are even more expert divers. The tail is

almosf wanting and the toes are unconnected, but

are wilely lobed.” The plumage is very close, and

' is silley to appearince, during the breeding season
changing to deep brown aid chestnut, and recciving

g
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q.dihtmus in the form of ruffs or elongatjons about
different parts of the head and fleck. They are more
frequent on fresh Vaters tlmu an the sea, and H}
with reluctance.  The specjes #re more numerous

than the last, and t]u}' areemore generally distri-

buted. [

b -

Gexvs Povicerss— Generic characters. — Bill
of mean length, straight, sliyhtl cu:r.[‘:_;ei:;e‘ﬂ,
puinted ; maxilla with asslizht naggh ; mafi-

»dible witly the lower outline sometimes show-
img a slights angle; nostrils-lateral, linedir,
pervious, with a protecting membrane ; 1dtes
niked, wings short, conecave; #ail, a_dowpny
tuft ; legs plnwd far Dehiml, tarsi mueh cos-
|1rcsy:d posterierly  scrrateds  toes *flastened,»
outer longest, bordered with an anrple lobed

. membrane, nails large, flat; hallux® with «
broad lobe. .

Types.—P. eristatus, ininor, :E‘r.: Cosmopolitg,

Note.—Habits peculiarly aquatie, pastially jnari-
time, breed 8h the waler; fly reluctantly ; —
plumage of the summer_ charactérised by tufts
or gular rufls, - .

*

-
-

- L] L
Tne Crestep ‘Grepe, Popiceps cms;'m:un:—
Colymbus critatus, Linn—Grlbe huppé, Temen.—
The Crested or Tippet Grebe, or Dal-chick of British
authors.—This is a Infge and fine species, we believe
the largest of the genus, and in the plumiage of in-
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cubation has an imposing appearance, from the rich
colouring “and amyrie adornmegts of the head and
neck. Unlike the divers, thetlarger Grebes have
their range toethesouthwerd fnd continue resident
in many of the English countiesdor the whole year,
and more particularly in the Tenny districts ; to the
north of Englang they Become more unfrequent in
summer, and ‘although Mr. Heysham has recorded
the occurrerice ofthis bird in Cumbarland, we have

never been :.‘_4:1 fortimate as to meet with it on the-

border during summier. It may be, considered, in-
deved there, and in' Scotland, rather as a winter
visitant, and that in no great abundance. Mr.
Thon'pson says it is res:dcn'[ during the year on
the larger Irish 1 lkes, Neither ﬂucs it seem very
dbund&mt‘m Narthern I?urqme thuugh it is said
to breed-in Sweden, ® while it is only a winter
stragglér on the coasts of ‘*furwny Upon the_wa-
ters of Holland it is not unfrequent? and we once,
after a long chase, succeeded with difficulty in
shooting or= in the vicirity of Rotterdam ; we had
the assistance of a sail’to our odrs, and a fair wind.
Out of Europie it has been rw;nrded from Tangiers
and Smyrna,+ and Souah Africa, T and l'mm the
latter-country We possess a specimen in breeding
plumage. It is introducedan the Northern Zoology,
and Mr. Audubon writes that & retuens from its
northern places of residence, and proceeds as far
as thé: Mexiean territories, passing through the air
in flocks of from seven or eighit to fifty nnﬂ more,
* Wilssont + Yarrell, + Smith,

~ n
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Jhe nest, placed among reeds or aquatie herhage,
is formea of decayed plants, and is sometimes of con-
siderable bulk. Thy, 61d birds at this time are very
wary, the female sliding ijua:.f qupcrccpulrl} from
the nest, dives, and rises at x;llst.mcc leaving her
track without a ]rus,-.l.h,]lly of being discovered.

In a specimen from Nurfolk the forehead and
erown are grevish broyvn, ond on each sice of the
latter the feathgrs become elongatcd and form two
lengthened tufis, the colours grgdu'ﬂlj sha l;lmtr inta
du,p sgreyish black ; from the:base of (hese *ufts,
around the auriculgrs and throat, springs an "it:l.lP]"
ruff, which can be displayed a pleasure ; the chia
and below the eyes shading into a;nngr-hrmm,
which deepens in shade tows: .m]“ the terminal rml
of the ruff, where it becomes lustrous "rcy:- sh black ;
the oceiput and neck succeeding the rufi “are chest-
nut-red and brownish bl.lrk intermixed ; the back
of the neck, apper parf®, and wings, are blackish
brown, darker on the back, and tuere with slight
areenish reflections ; secondaries white ; Jhe back of
the neck, tinted with grey ; the fore part c1 the
neck below the ruff, breast, belly, and veng, silvery
white ; sides of the breast and flanks dashed with
brown and clhestnut. The young birds want the
rind and the deeper rufous tints in the plumage, and
it has generally been considered that these were the
distinctions of the nuptial dress, but Mr. Yarrell
states that a specimen kept in St. James' Pa-k by
the Ornithological Soviety has retained its ruff for
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the whole of the last wiuter. Is there any age
when these accessazy plumes b&-mma permitnent ?
" "4

Tue RED-NECKED Girenr, Ponicers RUBRICOL-
Lis,—Colymbus rubricollis, Gmel.—Gréls jou-gris,
Temm.— Red-necked Grele of British authors —Of
the habits of any of the Gr gbes we know compa-
ratively little, asemay be at once geen by looking
as the descriptions which have been given of then.
This hird has never come under onr own observation
liring. It has not been found ”brecdmg in Great
Dsitain, and may b2 considered only as a winter
visitant. Mr, Yarrell mentions several localities
on the southern ccasts where it has been killed, as
well gs in the fmnj countgies ; and Mr. Selby
writes* f ifs tc-leml.lh frequent aceurrence in North-
umberlind, and considers that deing seldom sc¥n
may rather be attributed tdits maritime habits than
to its real searcity, for that it if as frequent on the
coast as the, last, dunng_mntcr and spring. What-
ever may be thc cause, it is cedtainly not so often
procured - as zeveral of our other species, and we
have not many observitions on its habits ; the most
recent, and interesting being those furnished to
Mr. Yarrell by Mr. Dann,regarding it in Northein
Eutope. “ That gentleman writes, that it is common
during the breeding scason in the ret-d_v Inkes at
the hsad of. the Bothnian Gulf, and it seems con-
fined 10 the vicinity of the coast of the Baltic. The

- - -
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character of the lakes where the Red- n{-cknd Gmhn
was seen is preeisely s-nml'lr to that of t’m., biroads in
Norfolk or the meers in Hollagda®  Mr. 'lqulmm‘.k
has received it from=Japan._ Me. Andubon found
this species along the coast from New York to
Maine, in winter, :lml"!}n the Bay of Fundy ll. was
met with in spring plumage in May.

A specimen procursd fof me by Mr. Seiby on the
Northumbrian goast, late in autunjn, hiis the Imwn
and back of the neck blackishe browt, the cheel®,
ching and throgt, white, the for - - “Aed® with
blackish grey ; the sides of the ne.. -red, the
upper parts blackish brown, feathers tipped with
greyish brown; the fvings c:f the sawe_colovr, ex-
cept the bend at their Jum:'lmu with ﬂm lmdv amd
the greater part of thessccondaries, svhiich 2re white ;»
one or two of the first of the latter, or those nearest
the putside of the 'winﬂ hgve the tips only white,
the extent of that l:ﬂ]utlr lﬂCI‘(‘.ﬂalIl" towards the
last. The fore ]uub of the lower lT.L'LlE sides of the
breast, and flanks, are pale brown®she grey : the
rientre of-the breast] the bellf, and vent, pore silky
white.  The bill of this bird is Droportipnally
stronger than in the other British spesiea

‘I

"

" * Mr. Dann, quoted from Yarvell.
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THE HORNED OR SCLAVONIAN GREBE.

0 e
o Puiliceps cornutng,

L3
PLATE XI.

Colymbas cornutus, Geiel —Grabe cormPou Escluven, Tontim,—
Homed o Selavonian Grebe of British authors—Colymbus
il Podieepesabscarus—Dusky Grebe (the yoinng ),

—

-

" Tuis hanlsome gpecies in itsrwinter dress has been
somotimes confounded with the next, fram which
howevél it is always easily dlstmﬂun—hml by the
furm of its bill ; and it is more than l.rﬁ'lml.rlc that the
svnonims of thE-. immature state have been applied
indigeriminstely to them. In its full summer or
breeding dress, it appears to b rare bird in Eng-
land, .a few specimens only being recorded by Mr.
Yarrell as lately oceuring; and it has probably
dimirished to a partial extent, as the drainage of the
fenmy countries has ddvansed,  In Scotland we are
not aware of any hmﬁdi:lg locality. In its winter
dress,-on the contrary, it is not uncoramon in Eng-
land, "1.nl we may say that in Scotland it is in this
state*the most abundant, next to the Little Grebe,
and rangés froin the Tweed to Shetland. Speci-

n
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mens oceur during the avhole winter in the Edin-
hur"h rarkets, and we have frequently shot it ind
the river Annan du‘ g “’Illtl.r dt never ut.tpmpt.ed
to fly, but was not "Mﬁﬂ g0 watphful as the Little"
Grebe, diving but, coming up again in sight, and
allowing itself to be 'rpprmchﬂl wuhm -,'Imt. -The
Little {rrohr‘, on diving, .mmudmlel} sceks some
cover, and is not azain sceg. In Central £ Europe it
is also chiefly a winter visitant, but breeds in SWeé-
den, * and Mr. Proctor fouml it in Lwlund Me.,
Helby states T.hnt it is found in Nortfiern .:\wl.* in
North America it is gf:llﬂ'r-ll]}' distribagted, the grenl-'-r
numbers poing far nnrﬂnmr{l fu breed ; it migrates
in flocks of as many es thirty tum-thnr +

The bill is shorter than the headanr-l huuda)hghlj}*
but regularly to the tip,; “Tor ﬂlu.'ml%_:,ruwu,-..mtl large
ruff encircling the neck, elossy greenish ‘black ; be-
ieen the lnﬂ and &ves is a patch of reddish-brown ;
streak behindathe eyes,"and the occipital tuft (or
horns), buff-orange [ hind part of The neck, back,
seapulars, and wings, blagkish grey, the feathers
having paler margiss; secondaries white ; fost part
sl sides of the neck, and sides 6f tle I.:r:.nt, rich
reddish orange ; the rest aof the tngler [Jlll[lluﬂe
shining silky white; the outside of the mrgus is
déep grey, :lrul the insidg pale.yellowish grey.” +

In the plumage of the Dusky Grebe, tie spdei-
mens shot in th{: Annan, before tl]lul]ctl ta, .hiﬁ-t' the
upper ]ﬂulmgr_ greyish brown, darker on the rc-a]m-

* Nilgson. + Audohon, ' + Helhy

-
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lars and tertials ; the secondaries white ; the cheeks,
hroat, and neck, white, inclining to grey on the
latter ; the remaining under parts of the brightest
and most unsullied silky white.

Tur Eaneo Greng, Popreees avrites.— Colym-
boer auritas, Binit— Gré'e oveillard, Temm.—Eaved
Grebe, or Dab-chick of British authors. — Dusky
firebo i (the _.;au.;r‘r;.ll}.—'w'n cannot deseribe this hird
from observadon, and in any state we covsider

i* as the rarest of the Dritish species. Its habits,

which we presume inay be somewhat similar to the
birds already notieed, have =mot been recorded by
any out who las seentit in a wild state, and the
the propor breeding loculities have been scarcely
ascertained. A few instances of its eapture in vari-

ous Exglish counties are mentioned, Mr. Seloy _

stating that he has frequently met with it in North-
nmberlend during winter. Iil Scotland we have
never personally found i, but a few instances have
also Beeurred where specimens have been procured ;
none of thesewere far north, and it is not mentioned
by any of the ornithdlogists who have more lately
visited Orkney or Shetland. On the Continent
it scems to be equally unfrequent; it breeds Fut
rafely in'the nerth, and it is probable that its range
may be more towards Eastem or North-eastern
Europs and Asid. Temminck, in his supplement,
says that it is rather common in the Adriatie.

- *
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¢ Bill black, about ap inch in length, measured
ffom tha forchead ; depressed al t]l{- lrl.!lrr:T ind having
the tip slightly refld:ted; lore bfnnllh]l red 3 crawn
of the head and ghor} ruff ruuudl the neck,”shining
black ; from behind and bdow the” eyes, on gach
side, a tuft of qug, slender, shining, orange-bufl
fe ,Hher:s, which cover the #hrs and nearly meet be-
hind ; throat, neck, sides of the Bremst, znd upper
plumage, deep shining greyish Wack; flanks fand =
sides reddish hrown mixed with gfeyish black; se-
{‘UIH}.:IHE"- white ; under plumage whits, with asilky
lustre.”*  In the plumage of winter it clbscly re-
sembles the last fut may 'Irc*-ﬂlsilnﬂulsheul uy the
turned up form of the bill; we have :huunht when
compared together, that tie Eaged Girebe s an
appeatance rather more shender and ghceﬁll

#
-

Tre Latrig or Brack-Tmisxen GrEBr, PobDi;
ceps mixon.— The Black-clhinned ond Little Grebo
of British Awthors (1. adult summer, 2. winter pfu—
mage.) This smal],species iz in winter very P;;E]“E"
rally distributed over the British fslauds, and is by
no means uncommofl in opet lnko-:,nmnrﬂ]m& or
rivers : but its bredding stations are more local, heing
mere general in the soutly, at the same time extend-
lI‘I{.r ]1'1:11.1"} to the, unﬂh of Scotland, Orkiey, and
Shetland. Thus, in our own vicinity t.fwﬂ. are
many saitable’ places, but we are nt OWATE ,.t,‘r.tt it
incubates, though very.common in ‘winter ; whereas

. Siby. . -
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we have seen it moch more diffused among the

ilighland lochs, and we have shot it in Su:herland

in June, in the full breeding drss.  During Winter

it is commen in the river Apnan, and on looking

down a reach, one or two may always bLe seen

swiming and diving, and sometimes sporting with

cach other ; if the intruder shews himself| it imme-

diately dives, and is not,again seen; taking refuge

among the ;banks, or falling down the stream,

witil some ccver is obtained. We have sometimes

seen it surpiised in clear water, when it would \
either seek refuge about the sulea &t endeavour to
conceal itself under weeds at the bottom, the time
that it can remain under water being almost in-
credible.  Wemever suw it attempt to save itself
by flight, except once, when we suddenly came up-
on a party of four or five, towards evening, in very
shallow water. Even in a circumscribed pool,
diving seems almost its oniy resource,; the last spe-
cimen we procared was taker in a small piece of
water about ten feet sauare, where the bird might
have 2scaped by flight, but it Lept diving and at-
tempting to get under the banks or weeds, until
exhausted ; furing tne while, the motions under
water were beautifully seen ; when moving straight
forward it is propalled py the wings, a sort of
flight, but when turning, and,we presume when
seeking its food, it has an easy gliili:lg motion,
feet aud wings being used as occasion requires,
sometimes on one side and ssmetimes on the other;
andl we were reminded’ of the graceful gliding

p— 'H.
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mations of the otter, where every turn seems giﬂ:n
with perfect ease, at the same time with great ac”
tivity and quickne’s:  Mr. btlh} mentions some-
times taking the Litfle Grol.u:- ip pools left by the
tide, where o epdeavour “ as made to eseape
by flight, and where i lrmd *~ coneceal itself under
the fronds of algme. Upu.: u.. continent of Eu-
rope we find its distribution soméwhat Similar to
what it is in Great DBritain and Ireland, butiis
extra-European range does nof scem™o be so well
lthLn:nmed There scems to be one”or-two small
Asiatic specics cluacl} allied, that arg rhﬂ‘mcnt, and
may have been confounded wifh it in the notices of
it from that continents; at the same time we have it
noted in the catalogues of Indian birds by persops
on whom cfﬂpmldenm Laf be pl.wer] I our own
collection we have specimens wluch appeay in every
wey identical, both+in summer and winter [ﬂuun{ﬂ.,
from” the Cape of Good' Hope and South Africa
It does not extend td North Amerita.

A specimen shot in a loch in E-uthcrlaml in June,
when it might be,.considered as in full breeding
plumage, "has the throat, the head abave the eyes,
and back of the neck’, dark hfn'n- nish black, giﬁs%ed
with green ; the checks, sldeﬂ, and fore part gf the
hack, chestnut-red : the upper plumage wlth thL
wings hh-:.-ku-h brown, a}mdmg round the nr-:'u.nt L
a paler tint,"which is continued ﬂ(}“n the SHIH and
flanks, and gradually shades intd o slvery grey,
covering the centre of 2he belly and vent; scewnda-
vies hppnd with white, biit only seem during flight ;
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bill black, white at the tip; the lore greyish or
pinkish white ; feef and legs blackish-greef, paler
on the m.aules The plummnfepnf one shot in the
ver Anmn in winter, is vale nmber-brown, darker
on the wings; on the Lher:ks and sides of the neck
there is a tint of mfaus, and the chin and under
parts are of a clear and silvery white.

" L'
ALCADE, OR AUKS.

Thae bids dont-ined inthis group are entirely mari-
time in habit. In the préteding family we saw the
legs placed very Tar behind and the feet very ample ;
in the Auks we have the former structure continu=d,
with the tarsi short and the feet small, and these
members are nét so amply developed or adapted for
so swift a passage throngh the water, nevertheless
the 2uks are expert divers, and procure their food
by that meaas alone. They do not breed on the
ground, but either butrow or select precipitous rocks
for this purpose; and they sit and move with ease
on the shelves and ledges, keeping themselves necrly
in’ an upright posture, and resting on the whole
postetior edge of the tarsus. The wiilgs are short,
but i~ mary are capable of a swift and rapid flight ;
while in a few 'these organs are totally unable to
raise the bird from the waier, and act only as power-
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fal oars,in their submarine ﬁlght in all the pen”
cuins the feathers of the wings are very short, scale-
like and adpressed. From thu f}wem WE AT Very'

casily led to the .t"i.uku Ly :ur.’.'.ms Uf the f_rltﬂlunmt-
forming the

- "
"
*

Gexus Unia, Brisson.—Generichavactors.—Rill
of mean length, compressed, pointed; maxilla
bending td the tip, whichi is nitelad ; mandible
with a gfntio ascending :mﬂrlc, osfrils basal,
fateral, halfconcealed by feathers ; wings rather
short, accumihated, first-quill” longest’; legs
placed far behind, tarsi short, somewhat com-
pressed ; fect smn.!], palenated, aater’ and~centre
toe equal in leulrth claws falcu.tc, slu;p i hal-
lux wanting.

Typese—U. troile, brwnnichii, &c. Lurupnfuurih-
castern Asia, North-Afierica. -

Note.—Breed gregariously on previpitous rocks ;
summer and winter ]llutll.ﬂ"ﬂ Hll},lllh? dlﬂ:t‘:[(:llt
variation confined to the Jiead and nenk jevggs

-
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‘._rua'l.:.:.-: troile, Lien—Gollemot & r;punh':u, Temm.—Guil-

lemot, or Foolish Guillemot of British asthors,—Colymbus ‘
hereli it -T_.Er‘-'-:'ﬂ'.-LL,l:ﬁwr Guillemot, young and winfer plimage.
- i # .

* Tuis 15 the only®one of the British Guillemots that
can be edlled common or abundgnt, the others belng
idlll[r‘lﬂtn{‘h rare, an4 sgme only Efrﬂ"“]lll"-'\l‘-ir-
fants: it is distzgibuted all around our 1511nds, and
arany scason stall parties may be scen a short dis- .
tance from®ur coasts. *While JJear their breeding
pluccs, af the proper nm,-,nn, they assemble in thnu—
sands at times blackaning thoesea. They breed on
the precipitolis cliffs of the coast, or on the rocky
islands, where they assemble in spring, and sclpet
ledges o rock for them®lves, separate from the |
razor-biks and gulls which nestfe on the same pre-
cipiee and a uhui‘L colony of Guillemats may be L

« perceived rangedsin rows, without a single bird of

anotfier kind among thum Any intrusion, or a

shot 'hrm] causgs them to Stream down in thousands

F
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L

to the water, their lt‘ngﬂwn{:q] form, and eontinued
multitllinous ﬂl.t;]lt giving them tho' up[\mmm 0 Of
a line. Some will wowever umhm, the :m;n- anxi-
ous for their young, and we Lave scen repeated
shots fired without effect at I,]l:'[*i “'lm would merely
look over the ledge, or ereep farther back ont of
harm's way. The young are :-"Ll{l to be earried
down to the water by the ;a'm,uta' tiis, wWe believe,
has never beep seen, but at the sume time lirds
have been =0 often found in the sea,”of an nrr-:: =0
tendgr, as w ""'].-[rl lead observers to hulm\*' ﬂl.L'L they
could not have reached it without assistance.  After
inenbation, the broods scattef over the ocean and
form the small parties which are at other times to
be seen at sea.  They freqient firths, and Seem to
float in and out witl, tht tide, a Jfew appropehing
prcrl} near the shore. In the open sea they are
asily .1|r[-ru'wimd within shot with a beat; but
{'im, at the flash, and”do not readily take wing.
Some of them lose their shyness efitirely and enter
the harbours ; during last winter (1842:43) we sauw
several specimens im the upurlnrhuur of Newhaven
(Firth of Forth), swimming and diving among the
fishermen's Loats, and allowing thepselves 1'.u b
pursued by boys; and we understood that® awvr.ll
lmd-. came daily in, divj e for the young | fish that
had marml to a calmer part of the sea, or_ nftcr ‘the
refuse from the fishing-hoats.
The Common Guillemot is foudd around.cil our
consts to the Shetlared and Orkney Isles, and also
nround the shores of Temperate Eusope, breeding in

"
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suitable localitics, stretching to the northern seas,
out decreasing southward, aml met with “only as a
straggler in the ":[mhlurr.ult al”™® It was also
met with by the arctic voyagers, far north in the
arctic cirele. Au-luh-_fn writes that it is scldom
found farther south than the -sntrance of the Bay of
New York, and that coantless numbers breed on
_ the island® onthé Labradpr cogst ; his boat returned
:l'rum one u,n.urﬂ-m laden with two thousand five
hendred egps of which he writes, * they afford ex-
cellent ﬂw‘, Geing highly nutritions and palatable,
w .:-t.hc-r boiled, ru.u-tul, p:}nrhml. ot in omelets.”

In the ndult bird, in breeding plumage, the
head and neck are of a hair-brown, the feathers of
1 'ﬂn' *:lose ard swocth texture, and from each
posterior sngle of the eye they seem to scparate and
leave a degp distinct line ; the upper plumage is of

L1

T

a duller tint than the head, approaching nearly 1o -

clove-brown, some of the Yeathers en the mantle
being tipped with a paler shiade of colour; the
seeondaries bave half ar inch of their ends white,
formit.g a bar across th = wings, =nd are the only in-
terruptions : the under parts, from the neck down-
wurrlu, are pare white, the feathers on the flanks
being rl:shed with cleve-lrown on the outer Edgm,
the In!i is grevish black, the inside of the mouth.a
rich saffron-yellow ; legs and feet brownish black
In the'dress of the wicter, the cheeks, chin, sides,
and frcz=t of ‘he n'%cl:., are white ; a dark streak run-

* Pringe & Cunino.

L.
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njng behind the eye, and the eolonr of the, Bl -uu]
upper parts of the neck assimilates niore nearly i in
tint with that of the back, apdlooses in part the
agreeable brownish timee and_soft fegl perecived at
other times. o the young, bgfore the appenrance of
feathers, the dark parts of the adult, in sunmner, are
af o dall greyish black, the lair- hlu.» J,uwn having
white tips, the lelcr‘]url,l- white,

B -
B -

-
-

- -

Bruxxen's Guineesor, Unia Hnt?m’m_ln?, S~
bine.— U, Bruwnwwgchii, Flem—Guillomot & gros
bee, Temm.— Brunnich, or Thick-billed Guille-
mot of British autho n-—l‘hin species rests its claim
as British on a very fow spetimens. © It was Seen h}
Capt. Babine in July on the const of Ierryy was met
with in Shetland by Capt. James C. Itoss,.and there
is"a_specimen in (he Edinburgh Museum®said to
have been reczived from Orkney. On the Euro-
pean coasts it is also YOIy rare, angd ranges northi-
ward to the Feroe Islands and Ieeland, Baffin's Bay,
and the Aretic Seaes  Our ofvn specimen was pro-
cared from a whaler, and was, we belftve, killed in
Davis Straits. On the American shores it appears
also to be rmre; Audubon * never met with-at on
the coasts of our midlang districts” neither did he
find it breeding on-his excursion to thmﬂgr. His
specimens were Pmnurnt] from Fastport on Mm:m
and forwarded in ice to him ; a ugeful hint,for we
believe that many of *the Arctic species of birds,
which it would be of advintage torexamine fresh,

-
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- L
might be thus brought to Eogland by the “'Imlur}s, L
L - - }

a0 =

-

I. U. bennnichii; 2, U. :rnE!c'; 3. U. laerymans.

Brunnich's Guillemot is easily distinguished from {
the lasg by the thicker form of the Lill and fhe |

greater imgle of the mandible, and also’by the much
deeper tint of the lead and neck, and,Yindeed, of the PN
whole plomage. The checks, throat, and sides of

the head are deep blackisk brown, and of the peeu-

liar tint occasioned by the very close texture of the

ﬂ
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"BRIDLED GUILLEMOT, 210

feathers ; the eye small, the line behing not sz-eud-
ing an inch in length ; the crowm,. back of heneck, ™
hack, wings and tai., black, on ghe two first deep
and glossy ; the secondaries gre #pped with white,
Forming a bar across, and the fips and edges of the
outer webs of the quills are grey ; the under parts
are pure white, rising up to a narow point in
the centre of the neek. I& the winter anil young _
plumage the changes are of a simitar kind to those
of the last, the throat and sidessof the -iil!'.ll:]: beconrs
ing white ; we have not, however, scen { ﬁ_;:um or
deseription of the Lird in this state. -

= THE BRIDLED &UILLEMOT.

Uria foerymans,

: PLATE XA “
- 5 L]
Uria lacrymans, Bridled Guillembt, Gould, Yarr., &E —
Guillerot bridé, Femm. "

-

Py the attention of Mr.ﬁanrT!ll, we havehad the
satisfaction 0f examining specimens of thix Guille-
mot in the summer and winter”states of plunmgu.
and have very little hgslt'ltmn in Euna.itlenug it one
of those closely allied epecies which we 0 fre-
quently meet in particular genera; besides varying

®
& #

|



220 BRIDLED GUILLEMOT.

in =ome parts of its plumage, it breeds exclusively
with its owt Kiadred, though in company with
. troile and brw-ekii, and is very loeal in distribu-
tion. In Teeland and, the ﬂil_ﬂ.'lllllt'l'f islands, where
it scems to be found in greatest abundance, it is
known by a different I"I.Hit:ll.i.{l mame, and the na-
tives at once distingush it, and can separate not only
. the birds, but also the ¢ars, from those of the com-
maon gpecies!

* The I:T.'t.im::nf the Bridled Guillemot to a place in
the Britisd list rests on the authority of Mr. Gonld,
who states, ic his Birds of Eusope, that it breeds
on the coast of Wales: while Mr. Yarrell writes,
that since Mr. Gould's deseription, it has been taken
oa the coasts of Loth ‘fl:!!.'}i".-.-hi.l’! and Durham. We
have aevir had “he good fortune to meet with it in
Scotland, nor do the fishermen or inhabi*ants near
the brebding-places—almost always very correct in
heir dhlln(.‘hurl:l of the ereatures frequenting their
Humt"-—l.nuh it. Tt was pr::nnr{.d Ly Mr. Procter
in his exension to Iceland, and Nilsson includes it
as & varicty in his Faiina of Sciadinavia. -

Bill weaker, and more slender than that of the
common Guillemot ; the head and neck dark olive-
browz, intermediate in shade between that of the
common_and Brunnich’s, the eye surrounded with
s ring of white, which is prolonged in a narrow
live below the separation of the ayriculars; this
back, “rings; and l‘.m] are a dark greyish brown, the
secon.daries narrowly t:p;ml with white. all the un-
der parts white,

PN
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In an nppurt.ut.l;. young bird the npper plumage
is rather darker, thethroat and fege pest of the neck
- are white, that coloar extending, above the aurien-

: lars: but on the sides where it jgins the dark’
colours and in fropt of ihe peck, the feathers are
tipped with greyish blzck, ;«hnmug a slightly mot-

led appearance.

|
A
.
3
3
L

" L
THE DBLACK GUILLEMOT.
AER Uria gryliz. Sk L - Iﬂ

L=
PLATE XIV.

LY

"Colymbus grylle, Linn—Guillemo? & miroir blane, Temm.—

Greenland Dove, or Black Guillemot of British awthors —

l 1 Spotted Guillemot (the young). - .
Tuis species, differiziz in colodr and marking from

all'the others, is a more northern bird ; the coasts of

the south of Scotland being mear to s southern

range in Britain.  Mr. Yarrell, however, mentions

= having seen it on the Hempshire coast, and his
knowledge of. its otcurrence off Dorsetshire, De--

4 vonshire, and Cornwall. Northward, we have seen

it ourselves around the precipitons paets oiv the

- Isle of Man, where, #e have no doubt, that it
was at the time breeding; and oh the” enstern

2 il e
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coast, we have shot specimens on the Isle of May,

“where one or'‘two pairs breed annually. Iz breed-
ing places are urlike those ol its congeners; one
which we disrove-ad was in . eave, nml the young
were found at the --\tremlh'. among some loose
rocks, on which we eould 2and and seramble uj.
The n_lmat. was betrayéd by the old binds fishing
near its' entfance, and passiag and repassing out
with a supply ¢f food. Northward still, we saw
it in Jurg, among the precipitous shores of Suther-
landshire,’ and it is known to be common en the
Grkney and Shetland islands.  During winter, it is
geldom killed ; ind:’.‘eﬂ, the only recent example
which has eome under our notice was that deseribed
'fturward-t, shot by uursr_-htu, on the lee side of
Inch%eit. The BI{U:L Gui'lemot is also a summier
resident in the seas of northern Eum]:u. as well n=
near aiid within the arctic circle ; it is in these regidns
that the great *tmnglmld- of the species is found,
decreasing gradually to the Shetland and Orkneye,
and_disaprearing on the shores of Middle DBritain.
Aundabon writw,_ tha,, in seve.> winters they reach
as fnr South as the shores nf Maryland ; and ‘he
found them br[-cdmrr 1'hund.'mtl:|. on the const of
Lab-ador, in fissures of the rocks, or among pgreat
piles of blocks with holes in their intestices,

The specimens allnded to as shot on the Isle of
'tlar, while breeding, were entirely of a dull but
deep Urowaish black, relieved by the vermilion-red
of the legs and feet, and by an oval pateh of pure
white o1 the wings, thé greater and middle wing-

L1
™
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covers being entirely of that colour ; gu} tips of the
last. seefindarics and of the quills, ex:ept the first,”
are grey, the colour running aloyg the udgu of the

outer webs for a third of, thr_-lr length ; the bill is’

black ; there is a xery :-llglll. difference in gize be-
tween the sexes, The aroung birds, two in number,
a few days old, were of « dull black ; they were

taken alive, and kept forin few dn.}s, their time

of greatest activity was during the mght, in thé
day-time, running behind 1n}31ung the rnum af-
forded ; and, 1f lirnunrht. ont, Inllnml:'rl.]}' agnin
retiring to their hiding-place. The plamage, in the
winter, varies ; but we are nof surc that the young
always attain what is.considered the gomplete pale
dress at that season., Whetf shootirg, manyy caps

since, on the Firth Df' l'urﬂ:h in Jygpuary,sve, were -

driven by a gale to take shelter upon the lee sido of

5 Inchkeith ; and, aniong many other birds that had

sought refuge dhere, apparently for a similar pur-
pose, was a specimen of this bird, Which we, from
what we considered at ong time an puofortunate
change of weather, arocured. +F rom the chin down-
unr:‘ts it is pure white ; the head, upp-:‘r part of the
neck, and sides of the breast, c.l.ul.ldmli with brownish
black ; the back of a deeper tint, each feathertipped
wifin white ; the ramp neagly pure white ; quills and
tail black ; :}Hml the. white conspicuous spots on the
wings clonded_with brownish black.

. -«
Following the Guillemots, and before deseribing
the more typical Auks, wé may notice a gmall bird

- -
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assimilating certainly with the last in the plumgga
nad its chang s, but varying in the form of the hilli
pal Ao W CEARA T

O species only is l:uu'.\u

L= -

Gexus MR L'w::.I_Ifcf.n.a.-:{'.ﬂ-n.«.w]: claractors. —
Bill short, thick, illﬂlill at the basze ; nostrils
basal, round, partly plumed, protected by a
scale ; wings rathor short, two first quills
longest and equal ; lecz placed behind, tars
Qm:t; Lnllﬁ::w.-mtingi: : :

T}"pcs?—"l-.'if. alle. Viecinity of the arctic gircle,

- nm'tuing accidentally to temperate Europe.

.-"I-'-:.J}.—Gmg'nﬁnus; breeds on the ledges of

rocks.
P : )
)

+ I|ft"{'IIE LITTLE JI'.EH.

3 o Mergulus ollel”

:' PLATE XViIL

Alea Slie, Linn.—Uria alle. Tenm—Little Auk, or Rotghe,

P . af Britiak authors. '

Whrliave never had the satisfaction ,_t:r meet with
this s wcies in a_recent state ; and it may be con-
sidervd as mather a northern bird than one which
regularly visits-our shores in winter, except under

LY

~
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peculiar circumstances, | Instances are recorded of
specimess being [mmumd on various” pafts of the =
English coasts, and also on tlmt-.- of Ireland, Mr.
Thompson suspecting. that it® m:w breed “in the-
same locality with Hrlmmcha fn.ul]umct but one
or two remarkable instances are mentioned by Mr.
Yarrell, on the authority al Dr. Clarke of Hartle-
pool, where flocks of. hundreds whresdriven upon
the coast, by a violent storm frgm N.N.E, and
where five or six were nDIItLlilgm'i'LillLll at a®shot,
A similar eircnmstance happened on the £ orkshire
coust; ; and on ilie cessation of the ﬂ‘l.'l}., thuy again
disappeared. On the southeni Scottish const, spe-
cimens have been very seldom pmr:urm'l but it 15 seen
sparingly on the IlUI‘T.hLI‘l‘i 1-i.|-:|115 Dunn say>it np-
pears regulary in -"'!hotl.".tl.l eV cry wmtf::r, t'imugh |f|_ ¥
hind not heard of it visiting OrLtlev stretching still

- nicthw .'J.ni its proper resorts are the \li:l.!:llt‘r’.*"lll both

sides’ of the apctic circle, ifi some parts appearing.
in great abundance, “according to Captain Sabine,
even * supplying the ship's company ':witlgl a variation
of food ;" and Capt. Deechy,; in his account of the
veyage to'the North Pole, in 1813, under command
of Capt. Dunean, in the Dorothea and Trent, while
describing the scenery of H't[;gl]nkﬂ'l Bay, ﬁ‘tlnr.-p
l.*um:umimu-i inlet on the westerp side of Spitzbergen,
w ntns,-—-“ At the bead of the bay there if a high
pyramidal muuntmu of granite, tamu:ll Huf.ge H.ﬂl,
from the _vrwla of small birds of ﬂmt. nome th'].t fro-
* Birds of Greenland, ]mgu 46, .
& o e
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quent its base, and which appear to prefer its environs \}\h
to any patrt o the harbour.  They are so nhmerous, f
that we have frequently seen an aninterrupted line of
them, extending full half way over the bay, or to a
distance of more than chreo miles, and so close toge- |
ther, that thirty have fallen at one shot. "This living {
column, on an average, ‘might have been about six
vands bread, ma as many deap,  There must have 5L
Lecn mearls fous millions of birds on the wing at !
ene tune.”  Skils are frequently brought home by R
the whalirg %tessels; and those which we shall now
deseriln? were obtained from that source. il
In fue New World it is not abundant, except on”
some parts of its aretic shores. Audubon did not . .-
meet ~vith it ir Labrmador or Newfoundland, and to ol
the south it is taken frequently in a state of ex-
haustion, und has not reached * beyond the shores
of New Jersey, where itis of vory mre ocourrencs.”
Inthe plumage of the summer, or while brecding, ) ‘
the head, neck:, upper part of the breast, back,
wings and tail, are glossy brownish black, on the
head and neck having a browner tint ; the tips of
the secoulaies are white, and the long scapulsrs
are bordered with the same edlour ; above cach eye
there 5 o narrow speck of white; the nnder plumage
i white, except a vart of the long flank featliors {
':"l'r'\‘ﬂl'illg the thighs, which hove the inner webs |
blackish brown. In winter, the r:hm]ge is confined .
to thegides of the neck and breast, and the posterior <~ ¢
parts of the cheeks, which become pure white. =
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_ In succession to this form, we wogld place what

may b termed the True Auks, ex jert sea birds,
penguin-like in ['unn, the wLngﬂ proportionally
shorter and less de u!uprd fnu in_the preceding
birds, but they breed in the Same manner, and have
the same seasonal changes twil.h themn,

(iENUs Avca— Limnater— Generit charactors.—
Bill short, deep, compressed, cult=ated, surfaée
tmnskamlv sulcated ; tip of the maxilla drehed,
hooked ; nostrils linear, lateral; flaced near
the gape, (h{":ltl. narrow in front, ]uu'lun"r'f‘}
wings short, " narrow, first quill longest ; legs
placed behind, tibia within the mtegnment :
tarsi short ; ; feet, small, 'I:la]]u,t ‘Tnn'f.mg

Types—ad. impennis,” tor . —Nuﬂ:hmi Eunrope |
and America.

. ,.\erc.—--Pnnc:lp.Lly gregarious ; breed on ’*_'(lgﬁ of
“rocks ; flight imperfect.
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THE GREAT AUK.
Alea ::Jut'ﬂrl.'.:'.-'_

I'LATE XYL

i (g

Alta urnennis, Zisn— Penguin brachiptere, Tomm,— Great
Auk of Eritish authers, -2
Tae King and queen of the Auks, as the sexes of
this lm.h wre called by the nerthern islanders, have
some claim to the 111.12', whether we regard their
nmple size or extreme rarity ; aud, we believe there
s no bird in more request by the Rritish, or even
general collector, or one which would bring a larger
price in the ornithologieal market. Very fow spe-
cimneds have been obinined or sqen ; that in the Bri-
tish Museart and long unique as a British bird, was
procured forsMr, Bullock, near Papa Westra; some
one ot two specimens have been seen, one obtained
by Mr. Stevenson off St. Kilda, which alterwanls,
we believe, escaped ; two are resorded as picked up
in England, but evidently under peculiar cireum-
stancan ; amld one s mentioned by Mr. Thompson
to have been taken in 1834 off the coast of Water-
ford, in ireland. Inthe old account of a vovage to St.

¥
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Kalda, ip 1697, by M. Martin, Gentlefran; we have
this aceount,—* The: sea fowls ave, first, the Gair-

Juel, being the statcliest, as wel? as the larzest, of -

all the fowls here, afid #hov® the size of a solgn
snose, of a black colour, red dhout the eves, a large
white spot under each E}'E,'ﬂ long broad Lill ; stands
stately, his whole body erceted ; his.avings short ;
hie flyeth not at all; lays his egg upon the bare
rock, which, if faken away, he lays nomore foz that
vear ; he is palmipes, or web-thoted ;-amd hag the
hatcling-spot wpon his breast, i e, a bare spot,
from which the fenthers have fallen’ off wih the
hieat in hatching ; his egy is twice as big as that of
a solan goose, and is varously aputlf_-ri' black, greeh,
and dark ; he comes without r{*tr.m.l to any wing,
appears the 1st of May, and goes=away about Hu..
middle of sJune.” Tn Northern Europe and Ameriea
it apnears to be equally rare, none of those gentle-
men who have lately. visited the former having met
with it. It was not obtained onthe arcie expeditions ;
Mr. Audubon did not meet with it in Laorador: and
in fact, procured compamativély little authentic in-
formation regarding it - -
The Great Auk seems iacident ta thes Jame
changes which will be deseribed in the better known
Rezor-bill, The length of*the bird, so far aswe van
make out fmm deseriptions, is from thirtg inches
to three feet ;rthe bill, four inches long, is blick,
with transverse furmws, the grooves “htw, in
front and around the eyes is a large oval pateh of
white ; the other parts of the head, the neck, back,
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wings, and tril, are black ; tips of the secondaries
are white ; th2 broust, belly and under parts, white.

In the dress of wiit~r, the chin, throat and sides of
the neck, are whi.g.

THE RAZOR-BILL ATUE. e

"
Alea torda.

PLATE XWIL
l ’ 1
Alea tordr, Line—Le pengnin macroptere, Temm.—Razor-
hill, o~ Marrot of Britich awthors,.—alea plea, Linn. —T}}n-nn :
billed Auk (iwvnder; an o ru L )

Tuts species i3 nearly equally abundant with the
Ciuilizmot on all our -oasts, an? resembles it much

in habits, b.eeding in the same manner and gre- i
ﬂnnuu-h' or the -mlm- rocks, appearing off our {
<hores'and in our hrthd\, during the winter in small !
partics. These are essily approached in a boat ; :;ut ¢ 4
they do not suffer it to get quite so close to them as |

the q__rful]emulﬂ, diving or taking w mg .lt. from twenty 3
to forty yrols f'h-tt:mcn The wings are propor- °
tmn:-lh' rather shorte or, and the lhrrht is performed
with mo.e rapl strokes, ‘but is, at the same time,
swift while it lasts ; and, exzept when seeking its
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nﬂhnﬂ—phu on the face of the rocles , 18 nover far,
raized above the water.  This Aak & found breeid-
ing in suitable, loealitics, from, Shetland to the Isle
of Wight. On the ontineptalshoxes we believe
it to be equally abundant ; kut we are not sure” of
its southern range.  Mr. Yarrell mentions a speci-
men in the winter dress; in the.collection of the
doological Society, receivel from Tangiers. In the
aretie seas it is.alzo abundant : and Auaubon writes,
* A few birds of this species oscassionallys go as fir
south as New York lhlrin:_{ winter @ but T'u_l:rnud this
parallel I never met with one.” [a its breeding
stations, farther north, he found this bird incubating
in fissures of the rocka. ‘

In the breeding |r'!1.nnrrv 4he head and deck are
brownizh black, ul' a paler or brewner thit on the
throat, a-narrow streak of white extends from the
- culmen of the bill to the angle of the eye ; “the plu-
mage is thick hind soft ; above, very deop brownish
black ; the secondary quills tipped with white, form-
ing a narrow bar across the wing; tail enneated
with the centre feathers, narfowed towards tho tip ;
under plumage entirely white ; the bill'black, trans-
versely furrowed, with a line of white in that of the
centre ; legs and feet nearly black, -

~In the plumage of the Frst ylar, when it is known
under the name of Black-billed Auk ; the bill is very
weak (see weod-cut, next pagely and the indicstion
of the white streak to the eve is ust marked ; the
npper parts are as in the adult breeding state, bus
without the lustre; while the chin} throat, cheeks
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and sides of the head, as well as the under parts,
are white, thl: light colour pagsing over m-:u‘]}' to
the oeciput, wherg if is very slightly clonded, and
the feathers becones gradually ipurer, the tips for a

certain space only belag dark.™ A specimen in this
state is Defote us, shot in winter, and showing the
breadth of the bill not developed. We possess
anotker, where the breadth of the bill is greater, but
the white marking i= not complete ; the plumage of
the head and neck darker, and with white mixed,
as if the adult lJl‘_c-:-ding state was still in progress.
The pext form is a very temarkable one, where
the bill, in comparison with the size of the bird, is

e
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- daveloped to its j,rea.te&t Known u.:m-m. At eonsti-
tutes the B
a ¥

(igxus FraTercvia, frijsem -—~(mnfr:c elarae-
ters—Bill shirt, depth of the head, triangular,
compressed ; culinen arched; furrowed trans-
versely, comers of the mouth, with a dilatable
skin ; nostrils basal, a'narrow linear &lit placed
close to edge of maxilla; ft'illg:i short, nar-
row, accuminate; legs placed belyind ; -tafii

0 ~short, feet rather small, claws lhooked and
sharp, hallux wanting, . w

Types—F. arctica.—Europe, America,

Note.—Gregarious} breed in bureows. or under
rocks, in Lssurcs, &¢. = ° -

gt
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THY PUFFIN:

Frateresla arctica.

PLATE XIX.

\les avetiod, Lis.— Fratereuly arctica, Steph.— Mormon fratee-
onln, Temm.—Puffin or Sea Parrot, of Sritish authoks
Tuis curions bird is a summer visitant only to our
shores, repair.og to them for the purpose of incuba-
tiom ; its winter range, however, does not seem to
Le so coirectly ~scertained, JMr. Selby statiog that
the rest of the year is spent on the southemn coasts

of France and Spain. Around our islands it is com- -

mon,' extendine to St. Kilda and Shetland in the
one direction, cnd to the Isle of Wight in the other;
it is also frequent on the coasts of Ircland. We have
observed it cliefly i the i=lands in the TFirth of
Fori%. 1t sometimes bireeds in fissures of the rocks;
but fts most! reneral resort is in holes or burrows,
cither formed by itsell, or supplicd Ly rabbits if
they happen to be inhabitants of the same locality.
On the. Bass Rock, the holes in the nyns of the old
fort*fications afford a relreat, burro:vs being also
made in the shelving ground in front of the build-
ing, and which is almost the only station for them
on this rock. - On a small rocky island, opposite the
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harbour of North Derwick, a large econy of these
birds used to resori; they bredd en'irely in bur-
rows, or under piles of largs ~ocks; when ap-
proaching the island, the lope of tlu.-s.':l rocks mlght
be seen covered wWith those which were not on
duty under them : and whion alarmed, they would
betake themselves to the sca; ; brt, after a time,
they appeared to cnn"ri.'nnlt .mlI ﬂLw in one large
flock around tire |'~].u|t| taking the same line ; so
that, by standing on one spot, ¥e procure: ‘n.srrun}
as w¢ wished fr':m the regular return of the llmk
past us.

The Pufhin is used as an n.rtlc]e of food by vari-
ous island and northern tribes in v.hose vicinity
they breed, by the 5 Kildeans tll'E-}r1 are caten, an.l
the “ Voyagers round the Coast of Seotland aud the
Isles™ have stated that their chief sustenance at this

- timo- consisted of the small sea-fowl before-men-

tioned under the name of Puffin.  They are caught
by stretching a picee of cord along the stony placs
where they chicfly cr}n!frtg-l.tu tu whick n00sgs are
attached,-—and miny are salted for i.]m winter's
nse.

Out of Europe, we do not know hew far routh
their breeding stations extend ; but northward they
incubate in very high latitudes. In the New 1"-’01"‘1_‘
Audubon ol served them, in winter, ns far sonth as
the entrance of the river Savannch, in G l"'mrgm, anel
found them breeding in abundance in Labrador,
some of the islands beirg cnmp!ei,ul}r undermined
Dby them.

=
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Cheeks mifl throat pale grey, when viewed froam
the side appe.ring 45 a round pale patch on the side
of the head ; the _olouris darker at the sides of the
chin and imuediatel s behind the eve, where the
line separating tho andeular featners from the others
is apparent ; eves protected by a large seale above
and below, that ~bove tri:lngulnr, that below oblong ;
crown forming a band fo thu'm:'i:iput. collar round
the throat, upper parts, wings and tail, black, on
the Srows and collat tinted with grey. under parts
pure white. The bill occupies th whole fice of

the bisd, is vecy much compress+d, and is traversed

on the maxilla by three, on the mandible by two
frrrows ; the colours are bliish grey and orange-
12d; the sides of tke moutic are furnished with
& 1'U||I1gﬁmtl o.ange-vellow skin,  Feet and legs
umngf:nd. . ‘ i
The Fratercula g!ac&tf;';, Leach, 18 a good spe-
cies; Mr. Gorld has been so kind as forward a
:pn.'clrm-n fur our examination ; it differs in its larger
size and proportions, different colour of the bill,
brows colour of the erown, form of ‘I.ppr‘:lil‘l:lgl"ﬁ over
the eyes, and in the Mack colour coming up to the
chin, leaving no white space between it and ghe
bill, 4 .

L

¥,
L

-

o d

..“
ﬁ]
-



237

o i
PRLICANID .

sSveceEmse the family of the A uks, very limited in
numbers in eve ry pary of the wurIrI: and comprising
only seven spegies that ean mnk as Dritish, “wé.
pass to the group of the Cormorants ‘and Solan Geest,
of which we possess only two forins, I.'l!'['lI‘I.'HJIItLJ by
three speecies.  These binds are still prominent.y
aquatic, zeek their whole food under the water, and
are extremely voracious ; some breed, gregarionsly
on precipitous rocks in the viginity of the sea ; but
the Cormorants often travel inland, and poreh )
-’l-.- p on tpees ; the latter form the ;

Gexvs Poacacnacorax, Brisson—Generic cha-
racters, — Bill long, straight, slightly com-
pressed, maxilla terminating in 2 powerful
hook, furrowed laterally to the h|l ; neatrils

= hasal, concealed, base naked ; “’lﬂj!,d rather
short, second or third quill longest ; legs placed
behind ; tarsi short, strong, but ample; four

. toes, all comnccted, phe caler longest, nt.hgp-
gradually shortencd. ST

Types.—P. gurbo, §¢. Cosmgpolite. :

Note.—Undergo a seasonal change ; migrate par-
tinlly inland in winter ; perch on trees ; capable
of domestication ; trained to fish,

-
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Tue Cosmyox CorMoraNT, PHALACRACORAX CAR-
wo.— Pelicanus egrbo, Linn.—Carlo cormoranus, (e
grand  cormovan. T —Phalacracorae  carbo,
Steph., Flem., Solby,&o,—CrestedCormorant, Bewick.
—Cormorant of British awthars.—This species, from
the changes incident to its plumage, was described
under several names ; but these states have sinee
Leen better unaerstood, and the Brtish birds are
to*s knewn to ccostitute but one species. The
present bird is the most common gond most widely

distributed, sad extends around the whole coasts /

of our mainland and islands, breeding in suitable

localities, and in winter eatering the bays and
nstuaries, and-al times asceading the courses of
mvers 4its breeding stations are deseribed to Le
rather on the summits of rocks than on the
ledges, where they construct a large nest of s
werds, or material collected on the waters: but where
we have observed them, ledges of rock have Leen
selected, #nd so broad, ¢hat the birds, if shot dead,
woudd not fall from then:,  On the Ross of Kirkeud-
bright. St. Bee's Head, and the Isle of Man, there dre
several breeding-places of this deseription.  During
winter it oceasionally follows the river courses; and
we have known several birds take up a regular gia-
fion, remaining to fish on the river, and roosting
during night on it< banks, upon some overhanging
trees: amd where inland lakes or waters are sitofite
at 1o great distauce from the sea, they are constantly
frequented.  On the sea, except during incubation,

Nl
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ﬂ"i' Cormorant is not easily approached, but gets out
f harnis way by flight, not by haviig recourse to"
11nmg., like =0 many of the true nqunf.u. tribes ; the
flight is powerful, ang, overl: -mlh- performied at &
great height.  In the firths |'E has favourite fishing-
grounds, to which, at, curlm;l periods of the tu.lL,
it resorts regularly ; and ave il'we often proeured
specimens by placing oursglves in cuncexdment as
near as |.10¢~=.||.|IL to the line of [I|nr||,, wlich, in stve-
ral localitics, had to pass over some nasrow isthmu-,
oi sufliciently near some jutting-out ]muﬁ. of hud
to be within sfiot. This Cormorant is easily da-
mesticated, and will come readily to be fed ; and at
one time, we believe, there was such a royal office
as “ Master of the grmoranzs.” W have no secn
any recent account of Aha fl-JIIII“i' 'ﬂ.If.h these hlr.:-, :
nor has li’i been practised for a tunh perigd in this
Aeantry. - We do ot know with :.nrtmnl.}.dm ex-
tra Luropean mange of thns shecies ; but it may pro-
bably extend to Norvth-eastern Asm; Mr, Yarrell
states, theCaspianSea and India. Auduben deseribes
the Curmumm us bypading algag the Labrador soust,
in- parties “of fifty or more pairs. P
In the full breeding* plumage: the chin, anifaroand
the rictus, is white ; the head and neck, thoe niuldle
link of the back, and e.n'ur{. under-parts, i-.l“‘*’?
bluish bluck ; and the cheeks and sides of the neck
Rre more or fu.s interspersed. w 11]1 white 1 E.IT'I‘JtIIL-IH.'l]
hair-like feathers ; ; the unc:put s iurlu-.hml with a
long. hackled, recumbent crest, crectile at will ;
the shoulders and wings, except *he quills, are

L]
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bronzed brown, darkerat the shafis and surrounded
hiv a hroad zahe of '.t‘l'n ot black ; on the secondarios
this cocupies the mitnr edge only ; quills and tail
dnll black ; upon cach thigh therL isa ;unﬂpmumu
vral spot nf puw whitd, of gru.m:r or less sige and
distinetness according "to the. season, and at times
only marked by one or two straggling feathers ; feet

and legs Slack, *
' i |

' \.-a'

. T

* W GREPN.CRESTED CORMORANT.
" d in
Ahalaoracorar driafalfue,

PLLETE XX. -

Paslacracorax ﬂi::.ﬂ.lﬂi», Steph., Flem., Selby.—Carbo cristatus,

coraenn g, T, —Crested Cormmorant, or Shag Girovn

Cornorsnt af .H:'a'.t E'JI. i hars, - s
Tuis & hpemu undergoing a less general nlmngc I.I.nn.
the last, unl} losing its beautiful erest, is more de-
fmil.‘in}" maritime in habits, and although generl'h,
i 1s not =0 abundantly distributed :u'nund our shores
as thé last ; its British range is, hcu.cfnr, as exten-

sive; its br'md.mgmlams are precipitons sea-cliffs;

the most extensive colony which has ever come
under our obse-vation is‘one in the Isle of Man, on

ol |
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< the pregipitous coast adjacent to the'Calf, of such ,
clevation, that the centre was dat o% range, cither
from the top or from the ses;«hcre they,nestled,
in deep horizontal fisures, n*fns@mus- apparently of
their security, and"would pole out their long llﬂtks,
to ascertain the reason’ of the noise below, or when
a ball struck the rock nedr them, avith th,i. hope of
causing them to fly. "Therd were hum‘ired-; of ngstg, «
and the birds ot mttmg kept flying ||| front of the
rock, passing and repassing so fong :L-:.mwthm-"‘ ri-

fesy mainad to diskrh them. One, of a ]m!u grey .
colour, mingled awiong the other davk birds, and
was an object of request, but our perseverance was
unavailing ; for not Dreeding, it toek to the open

860 “]lﬂ'll mut:h antioyed. =On prruuﬂhmg tl==

resort, .m:] also at a similar, but comaller ond; TR &%, ©

Bee's IIu*r] few of the birds quitted the rock ; but,

<7t the surprise of our first shots, they fell, :Lf]li were,

or darted straight to the water, someof them close to

the boat, so much so as at first to eruse us to thisk

that great havoe had been made, in wlich we were
soon undeceived, biseeing nffmerous heads appear-
in at a distance, and the birds immediatelizr=aking
off in safety ; they soon, hewever, Ibarned. o sit
and look down in content, though at new® sta-
tiens we procured specittens hy one firing at the
rock, and awrother “taking the birds as tliee darteid

to the water. = Caves are also resssted to as breeling

places by this bird, on the ledges ef which tite nest .

is placed. On the Bass Rock und the Isle of May,

where only a few Tesojt, 4 they select the deep caves ;

A .

"
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and a boat, .tntmned at the entrance, but outsof
sight, may smqnf.:mﬂﬁ procure shots at the disturbed
birds flying out, .although they more frequently
Hive info the swater of the eave, and swim under
kil far past the entgance.  Soine recesses on the
Kirkeudbright coast, freguenled by these birds, have
the name of the * Doukess’ Bing.” The Cormorants
have the praclice, after ﬁ.—:hing, and having satisfied
themzelves, of alizhting in rows on some sand-bank
e rock, and restingwith their wings held out as
if to dry.  We have frequently observed frome five

totwenty thus at rest on the. low banks, with |

which the Solway Firth is so fatally interspersed,

and in pnrtlcu‘n.r states of thesatmospliere, they ap-
pear of ]m-ge #izs, n.lmust like human beings, in
sencehoofshell-ish. We do 5wt trace the range of
the Crested Cormorant satisfactorily. *Northern
Europe “and North-eastern Asia are the probablc
localities. Birds which we lave Feceived from
Sqnthern Africg, resembling this, appear to be dif-
femnt, althaugh Mr. Yarrell gives that country to
it, on the authority of'Dr. Smifiz -

Thig veey” beautiful bird, in the full breeding
‘statﬂ,_]ns the general eolour of the plumage of a
rich hlackish green ; on the head, neck and und
parts, of a silky texture ; en the back and wings at'
n-]ccperpgut and having there ehch feggher banded
at the tip with velyet l-i:u:k the quille and tail (the
lutter eonsisting af twelve fcnthera} are nearly with-
out lustre, and of a uniform biack ; in this state, the
head is &dorned with a tmn{uersa crest of Dbroad
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leose feathers, springing nearly fmm-the_lnm of the,
eyes, and bending forwards; imesomgs specimens it
is very ample, but in others, slotat a similag period,

it is very little devedopod ; dhese may be a :shgh

difference in the sées ; but the crest is perhaps mre
incidental to age, or®a \ir}r much developed state

of plumage, than a dec’dedly amsun'll r birevd-
ing adormment ; in some %pecimens, * shot from the,
nest, and at the season of incubdtion] it mgi:atul
of two or three, and sometiufes only p gnglesiai-
gated plume. ; We have sometimes seen i few
spots of the white hair-like I'mthcrs,-“lmh beedine
so conspicnous on the neck of the last during the
Lreeding time, appear also there inethis bird ; the
bill and feet are blask, the fasal elin of the fumutr,
and edges of the ncm'&, gambogg-yellovisg. &0 Wit
young b..&a, and before breeding time, the plumage

<15 of different shades of brogvn, varying in fitensiry,

the throat wiftte,  °© a '

The remaining form of the Pelecanidae helungmr-
to the British Famna is thét of the Solan Goose,
or Gannet, and km:-':-u uuﬂ.e:‘_ﬂ.ﬁ. title G ___»

. % .t
_Gexus SuvLa, Brisson.—Generic characterse—13ill
« long, compressed negr thespoint ; maxilla cupred
at thegip, subeated for nearly the whgle length,
Lase wish a hinge ; mandillg straight, with o

slight angle;; tomia irregularly” brokea, face

naked; wings lorfz and accuminated ; legs placed
far behind, tnrs‘l almrt feet wmple four toes

. V- . .
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united, itiddle claw broad, inner edgo pecti-
nated. ¢ L
Note.—Great development of wing ; do not dive,
but seize theipréy by plunging.

&

My, £
' 2 :
{THE S0LAN GOOZE.
i Sula bassans.
A . ; a
" . PLATE'XXI.
- =1 i

4

SHala bassa=n, Brisr—Pelecanus bassang, Dinn—Fou blane dir=.,
de bassan, Tewm.—Solan Goote, or Ganngt, of British au-
'J'-Fuors. = -

Fup Cannets, though exhibiting a somewhat similar
structure of feet, diffet widely in habits from the
Cormds.=%s; and, in *heir gensral form, the one is
that «f a Ei‘d whose life is to be spent in the
waterd, and the other that of one living in the as.
The Solan Goose is a“sumifier visitant to our coasts’;

and altheaith, from its power of ﬂ1ghl;.,"‘1t seems to
be widely scattered, sjet its real stationd, or breeding
places, hre few andl loeal. The Bass Rock, St. Kilda,
and Allsa Craig, have lorg existed as the Scotch
localities ; while” Lundy Islard, on the coast of

#
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Iievon,.and the Skelig IE]I‘S are less ﬂnﬂun English'
and Irish stations, o

It is on the Bass Rock, U the Firth of Forth,
only that we 'Imm_suan tliis Ifird fssembled to bre~?3*
and altogether, it is perhaffs one of the most in-
teresting sights that tfn uﬁnhuiuw:st can be placed
before, whether he sorv u}% the Lnﬁvd..nnallmg upon
their eggs, greeting their mates ongtheir arrival from
the sea, or squabbling, if one il.fppc.‘ts to ifitrude
a little too near another; or to sit asnle®and?view
the troops of Lirds in adult and changing and first
year's plumage, pass and repass, surveying their
visitor, and =ailing past him in a smooth, noiseless
flight, so near, t.hat the eye sand every feather s dis-
tinctly seen, the h“df motionless, exeept, a sJi-qiit
inclination of the head when opposite. On the

_Iiass, the great proportion of the birds buil! on the

ledgzes of the precipitovs fice of the rock; but a
considerable number also place ther nests on the
suminit, near the edge, where they'can be walked
among ; there the hlrds. are quite tnme, allowing a
person tu approach ﬂmm and wili fight =& the foot
when held out. On sur last sisit to this® 10dk, we
bad a small cocker in company, which, u:.'mltll
sitmations, gave regular battle to the g geese, thougl
coinmonly forced to retreat ; and had he ot been
tied up, it 5 nearly certain that he woula either
have lost his sight, or been f.umﬁml over the rcu.k
by the strokes of the birds' wings. * Several of the
breeding birds have black{or mmntg}::e} festhers on
g

-



=
246 SOLAN GO0SE.
'

i

‘the seapulirs and wings, and a few on the baek, with
o . T T

sometimes one and sometimes both the centre tail-
:'mtimn' llu:‘ ﬂlum yul ||.'1.b1}=| at seqa are also very

Soresting to witness ; when retyrning to the rock,
it pursun_-. i atr'ur'llr.tun'. ard cqurse, at a considerable
elevation, hlﬂmut turnitsr to the right or left; but
when fisling, <t may be seen saddenly to turn, and
prepare itself for- the plunge, and then follow its
wryey, the £rht hpving either been mistaken, or
the prey disappeared ; but, when certain, the course

e

<

h.

is-“n a moment stopped, the wings closed to the

sides, and a perpendicular descart is made, often to -
a considerable depth, if we may judge from the
periol of imme-sion ; the spray dashes up, and the

. bivd g for some time lust tntjl it again appears with

a fish in its he'tL which is soon got into i;‘m proper
pusition: and swallowed head: ﬂm-m'ﬂ. ards. The
Solan Goose is said to 'be saken by a fish attached
to a board, the Jorce of the stroke killing the bird ;
but we have not been able to ascertain whether its
ordincy preg.r 15 pursued after the plunge, or is at
that time-t-ansfiked, like the prey of the herons.
It mﬁgm far from ies hruedmfr-placn to fish, pur-
numg the specms thae swim in shoals, or tracing
the resort of some particular food; it roams wp-
yards, opposite to Leith, and seawards to and beyond
th-:*F-’:m Islands ; it will tam fromfits course to
look at any unusufil object, and its curiosity is some-
times fatal to it ; we have procured Lirds that have
thus core to inspect eur eraft, generally sailing
e 5

LY
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: " e :
omee or fwice around within reach, lI.ml Jlmost al-+
Ways allured by throwing sond? white or marked

n'I-|r'1:'t. overboard. LI »

Most, if not the wiole; ofdhiese breeding stations.
are rented from the proprieters, the rent being ]'m.u].
chiefly by the featherst The voung geese are killed
and cured. The Bass I"ufﬁiahml yearly, we believe,
from fifteen hundred to twd thnus-'mﬂ he youngr ar-
also said tobe brought tothe L:lmlmrgl; ‘markets, nd
sold fresh : but we have nevermet with €he &350 at
table; nor been able to ascertain what class ¢f pnuple
were the chief prrehasers; nor are®we very sure
where is the principal market for those that are
zalted in the north, alchough we have orce or twice
caten them boiled as n ham, end considered them hi
no means either strong, fishy, or u..'pul.ztnli'ti o

Its asc’ rtained range out of Britain is t6 the north
ut Enrope, Iceland, ‘and the Feroe Isles.  Out of Eu-
rope, we have Wilson and Audubon. considering the
birds of America similar to the Eucopean speciss,
breeding in the same way, aud upon locak precinitous
rocks, their statioris on the coast of Labrador are
visited annually by the cod-fishers to prosusi bait,.
the flesh of the goose being cut up info strins and
cured for that purpose ; the birds are knocked down
with sticks, boat-liooks, &:c., and appear amif they
were confused, or ignorant of the attack. of man.
The Prince of lelnl:r, howeves, - has placed: the
American goose in his Comparative List, didtinet,
as the 8. Americana. Tt js also said to be a native
of the African coast; and we give a short description
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of a bird, preoured from Southern Africa,, whergin .-

it will be seer; thasthere is little varation that would

entitle specifie di-tinetion, except in the colour of

the tail; the leng.h . two fiet ten inches; of the

wing to the tip of the second quiil (the longest), one

foot eight inches. The plumiage appears completely
adult, and iz'. colyured as in the birds from the Bass,

but the Lu] cuns isting or twelve feathers, is entirely

brownish black, with white shafts. < It is more uni-

wie. Yy grcduated than in a Bass bird, in a partially

immature state, though breedinge; in the “latter p—

the festhers have cammenced to change, and are/

erev at the base on the outer webs, The Dass birds

are larger in all their proportions, and stronger. * -
{_1'. h-.ﬂlltl ﬁl‘rll.l of Sula anelanura is extremely like

CdF Cupe speci.en, and he | gives it as a species, on

the .mt]‘mrlwuf Temminck, who received-the n}mfta

mens from Teeland, My James Wilson, in his.Tour™

around the Cogsts of Scotland, has mentioned that

the inhabitants. of St. Kilda are aware of a Gannet

with z black tail.

The Solan Gogse i3 easily kept in coafinement,
.l!luu,_":,,.,!;hﬂ rmium:-l supply of fish renders its 'lr.u}]J
expeagive ; Lut it willtame well, and live for years,
wheie it has access to a piece of water, even though
itz limiZs are not large. .

- T o 4 ¢ = .
* Tue pamsitcs on this specimen were bu‘?;mxlu'& to Mr. ',
Denny, and were ditéfmined to be fuesploris bassand, identi- | —
cal witn those from’ British birds,
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The last family of the W‘T."I.tur[‘ﬂ: ty ] iu'u'l}' repre-
sented by the extensive group of the Galls, live n a
manner by plunder. Some of the forfas got th-H-
exercise of their own exertions, but seize and ’mrry
off what has been watched for and. pmcu_rcd Ay
others ; some, again, feed on the blubber of the
larger cetaceous animals, the carrion,.as it were, of
the ocean ; and many-of theni, whenwslightly pressed
by hunger, will avail themselves of, very indisssiiig-.
nate foods) in most the bill is strong compared with
tite size, the wings long and ample ; whi#e those
that we shall describie fiist are the most exclosively
sea-birds ; and, although they do” mot enjoy the
property of diving, they seldom seek the land ex-
cept while breeding. Iy

The DBritish Petrels are comprised in mr:el.gp:mm,
two of which run very closely into cach other. The
birds are entirely maritime in their habits, mul Seem
to'run in zones of distribytion : the species gre more
numerons 'l'l:-'m what they are yet suppoged to 'l.p_,
and present individuals very closely allied.

A
Gesvs Procervania, Linnews.— Generic eharac-
ters.—Bill strong, straight, thick; nmxilla di-

-
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lated a. the base, tip distinet compress=d, .,
hooked ; ;s wndible l.tlL’I."iH'.' furrowed, tip dis-
tinet, *manl ated, u-mpnmuj fitting into the w
dertrum, hrlt'ln f both eharp ; nostrils tubular,
. combined in astrong elevated sheath, opening by
a single orifice ; wings accuminated, first qui[[
longest ; I'wl. not ‘Ln‘-n' toes slender, outer
slighitly” ILIII"F’H‘ tha'i the centre, claws slightly
* falcate; lar.- short, slender,
_Types.—2. glacialis.—Northern Europe, Aretic

“America. f',.
Nuote:—Habits maritime ; brqld on rocks; d:ur
ﬂﬂ‘].
3 "t .
-4 4 1,
A
- E
Ly = |
; *  THE FULMAR. I
i )
' ® Prooyllaria glacialis., '
z o s E : _‘1'
o PLATE XX]X. l-l
= (1
s ' :
I'rocelaris glacialis, Lion.—Petrel fulmar, Temm.—The Fal-
. wnary or Falwrer Petel of British anthors, -
B K]
Tue Fulmar is an_accidental winter visitant to the -
more <outhemn shores of England ; Lut we are not '
awara of recent specimens hiving been obtained at
that seas.n nortliward, or along the Scottish shores,
. -4
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wntil we reach its breeding stations st St; Kilda and,
the Outer Hebrides, Mr. Yargell, gmong his useful
ornithological statistics, hasgeiyen us instances of
specimens being olsained 41 Rurhpm, Essex, and
Cornwall ; while*we have pecounts of the bira*by
all the vovagers whe have wisited St. Kilda, from
M. Maziin, Gent, in 16 a5 to Jages 1‘-'llaun,Eﬁq in
1842, The first stafes, **®he inhabithnts] prefer thig.
whether youug or old, to all otlrs ; “the old has a
delicate taste, being a mixtuee of fit agd leasyiiie
flesk white.,” | The latter writes, “ The Kildeans
use the oil affordgd by the stomach s 1 egthofiam
for diseases, especially for any aching of the hones,
stitches,” &e. . » .

In Middle Europe, itfia:rﬁllgljhﬁoqltents the saas,
as it does on the sousl of England ; it is $omd and
breeds i the Feroe Islands, Spitzbergon, Ieeland,
Davis Straits, Hudson's Bay, and arctic” latitudes
generally, anfl is well "known to dhe whalers as a
constant attendant on the stricken w hale, fyged-
ing voraciously en the carcasses aftem the HEIIHI]I"
operations have teeminated. &

Audubon, however, saw the Fuuugr on the
American coast, south of Lpnu Island ; he was dis-
appointed in not meeting with it on thesshores
of Labrador, but foung it sbreeding onathe jxnl
Islands off fhe Bay of Fundy. G

The formgof the Fulmar is that of a stmn&hullt
gull; and the appearance is strengihenede by the
slmllnnty of plumag® .

A specimen, recn;ve\: by the uttent®n of Mr.



=iy
252 l'lTFPII}E.

Logan, broug at to Orkney by one of the nia.ul-.w\
from Davis Straits. has the body pure whitd, t"ﬂ‘l-"pt
the mantle and lower parts of the back and wings,
«hich are brownish grey, ticted with bluish ; the
wo3e of the covers and tertials ara paler, showing a
shaded bLroad band across: the tail is slightly
greyish at the tip, and Ve under-covers gxceed it
in length'; the bill is Aescrived to be g'ﬂuhnﬁv
vellow, the fegs=nd feet yellowish grey, but in
“ha _dried skirs the ~olours have completely faded.
Anotter specimen, from the same locality, has the

wh=le plumage of a brownish grey, paler Leneath,

darker ‘on the wings, and with the quills and a
spot on the anterior angle of the eye, dark blackish
grey ; feet, legs, and bull, are here also of a darker
shade =
T'l
The Puffins, or Sheericater Petrels, have been
separated from the strong-built Fulmar on account
of their rather more slender shape, their more slen-
der bill, the structure of the nostrils; and the back-
card position of the logs.  We believe the species
will prove —.merous, though comparatively few are
at present kngwn, and some of the lesser run much
into the larger forms of the next genus, 3
Gipxvs PerFpisus, Bﬂmﬂ — Geteric characters—
Bill'of ﬂ‘llf].d]l'.' length, straight, slenller, maxilla
arched and Looked at the tlp ; that of the man-
dible bent downwards, sand fitting into the
other- witheut any ‘i"'gli at the symphisis;
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nosbrils basal, p]n.l:t'EI on the culmen, swith two =
distinet openings in front ; “Wings long, aceu-
minated, first quill longest® frsi lateraldy com-.
pressed, feet of middle Size,*halltix, a straight .
nail or claw, b
Types.—P. cinereus, anaforum, &:c. Cosmopo-

lite. .
Note—Tabits n:l:trmmc hrce{l.chtgﬂy in 'Imlus

or burrows: nocturnal. -
"

—4 Tk Cixeneavs Sneanwarer, Porrines Lllﬂ..-
rEvs, Selly.—Puffaus cinercus, Selly, Jens Eyt.,
Yarr.—Puffin majeur, Temm.—This rare Dritish
species seems to lnm'hr'cn ﬁbser\'egl both by M,
Strickland and Mr. bell.-. “without either ]‘Emb
aware of the specimens r-rn::urcd h}’lua friena.” ME. ©
Selby profured his npon the Northumbriay coast ;

*Mr. Strickland on that of Yeorkshire. Mr. Strick-
land afterwards met with a semndiﬂ}mcimnn, and
Mr. Yarrell records one or two more ; Mr Thomp-
son hns noliced it m Irﬂi.lTI{L but, in “additon to
theso insthnces, from the infhrmation Mr. Yarrell
has quoted from D. W. Mitchell, Esq. of B dnce,
this bird must be at times extremely®*abundsat in
Meunt's Bay, = They appear some autumns off T.ooe
anfli Polperro in lll::rusnnﬂs 8. Temminek refers
Mr, Gould' 5![murc-= taken from Mr. Stfiekdand’s

4 Birds, to the®P. major of Faltr™ It appears to
be a northern bird, at the same tinfe there ard Spe- -
cimens in the Britishi Museum from Suut]-_.h.fnm.

* Yol i



254 CINEREOUS BN SAMWATER.

From Mr. Gould's fi gures, this bird would seem”to
vary in the da k aiil under-parts in a manner similar
to some of the genos Lestris; the whole appearance
of Mr. Yarreli's wiod-tutd rc"mlmt,-, us of the jagers.
In the darker bird, the “ head and neck all round,
and the back dark clov "—l.tm*n m; scapulars and ter-
tials the same, Lut with' lighter mlm;r-_ul margins ;
wing-coverts, primaries, and tail-feathers, blackizh
browa ; breast aad belly greyish hilic-brown, each
ﬁ"tt:."l‘ much darker in colour on the margin than

over the centre; legs brown on thz outer sifrface,

but pals wood-brown on the inger; toes and their”
membranes vellowish brown ; whole length of the
bizd ~eventeen inches pnd a quarter.”

. In the lighter coloured bird the “ head and occi-
put dark ash-grey ; back of the neck almost white;
Loth wing-coverts and tertials ash-grey Y oall the
marging greyish white, primaries -.:_an tail-feathers™
blackish browr ; chin, sides, and front of the neck,
the breast anc sides of the body, white; lower
belly. ¥ent, and undu{ tail-coverts, varied with dull
white and ash-brown; legs, tées, and thicir mem-
brant., _mwmah rellow; tim whole length, cighteen
inches.

In Mr. Selby’s specimen, the * head, back partof
thre nees, and upper plummage, Ll wckish brown, with
the mwannns and tips of the featliers of the scapulars
lighter ; throat,-1ower part of the netk, and whele
of the uml-,r ]ﬂmnane. deep ash-grey, with a ting e
of brocolj-b rown.”

* Yarrel
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- -
Tue .‘i‘[ ANX SHEARWATER, Puryings Axcronus.
— Procellaria  puffinus, Brisa,e Lath,— Paffinus,
Anglorum, Will, Rap, Sclbm §8.—rlanz Petrel,
or Shearwater of Biitish authers.—This apecies :111.-
redrs 1o hiave been at ofio p;riml much more abun-
dant than it is now, itg halats leadisg it apparently
to shun the habitations ui‘umn; and it has thus.-
Lanished itself €rom some of the stations which

* were formerly occupied by it® These, elike A1is
_4(. breeding-places &f most of the sen fowls, arg taken

up by colonies, whish, although numdtous at their
different resorts, are often far removed from each
other, and are selecfed in, places *where some
peeuliarity pleases tht bijpdse but* which renders
their distribution extrefnely local. ® Former?y," the *
sinll presipitous island, separated by o uarrow
s nannel from the mainland o Man, and called the
“ Calf,” was the best known station,§probably then
the only known one, and gave the bird its titles
but becoming more frequented, and a Mghi-bouse
being crecéed, the IWrds dimliwared entirely, and
on 2 visit which we made to this intereating i=land,
we were much disappointed i searcel$ beingable
to trace even the recolleetion of their former abun-
daee.  We are not aware 8 this Shesfwater
having been seen in” the Solway, or aboidats en-

4 trance, for mamy years. On theslell of Man the

Virds bred in burrows, Lut at the time O our Visit,
there was little cover on the island exeept whin,
and in some places long "f““" To the northward

e
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it breeds on 'St. Kilda, and in one or Awo sta-
tions nmnn;: che Grkneva, Mr. Selby procured a l'
single £pecimen Qh ibe Fern Islands.  Mr. Yarrell Y
writes, © that”it i5'a fhre bird” on the eastern part E
of the southern line of our coast, more frequently \
seen at sea off Dorset and "Dcmn, becoming still !
more numerons farther to the westward ; at times '
zbuadant in, spring on the coast of South Wales, Mr. |
(:nuld having outained four dozen of them at one )
time.*  The I-tlc of Annet, one of the Scilly grnup, E
seems wow to be one of the best-znown localities, J‘
and My, Mitchell has given Mi. Yarrell a very in 't
teresting account of its habits ; one part is covered }
with s-lmr.. icrns, amrong which the Shearwaters - J
burrow ; they leave tnenrhn]es when the other birds
are res{mrr from 'ﬁ-‘-hmg and : 1ppmr to be completely
noctu rwﬂ. Northern Europe porsesses some stationg,
probably also North-ewstern Asia.  Mr ﬁtru:LImur'
obtained it at Smyrna.  Mr. Audubon met with it
td the westward of the banks of Newfoundland.

In “he adult bird the mluurs of the plumage are
few ,:;hm n}lvep grey ‘ish black, beneath white, havipg
the _Thl-u.-ﬂﬂn of the two colovrs on the sides of the
neck und breast, transversely banded with grey and
white ; behind the ﬂnghs a pntch of black ; lnngth,
about fourteen inches. : . -

ol p "'1

I ollowing tiluﬁnfarwa.'fn. we ruaf-h another form _
n!hed at the same time n::h;hltmg considerable dif-
ferences.  All the knowa species are small, entirely

" * Quoted fq;::.}'l-rrdl.

e S T S S - it ]
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-~ matitime, in habits, and®possess an cxtraprdinary
developement of wing; these hase begn formed by
Mr. "lu'i!_:nrh into the . ‘

- L] - - -

GrsvsToavassibrosa, Figrs—Goneric chavac™ -
tere—Bill short, m’nlﬂ.t hooking downwards
at the tip ; uﬂluhl:h* ‘~‘|"h1.h- .|.1l;,tﬂ.1tu| follow-
ing the curve of the thaxilla; nostrils in one
tube, showing two orifices ; xunﬂ:.'lunf:,, ageu-
minatod, 'i.f_l:.‘l.'.nllll guill lomgest, Third eyt

- equalling it 5 feet rather small, outer toe slightly

longest ; tarsi lpng and slender ; lmllux a, smifil
sharp dependent claw.

Types—T. leachii, ?J.-'J’futf:r, ‘?m.’m:m, dree—Uog-

mopclite . - «® -

Note—Habite entirdly mmtqu Lroed & fure

rows s flizht swift ; * run upon the wawes ;" size

. small ; ¢ u::lnur hl.'l.l::k .

-

Bruwer's Story Perren, Tuanassiprosa Bor-
weRrH, Jerd. and Selly. —hwdfurm Bufui*nl.,
Jard. and Selby.—Hlust. of Orp.—Goula, Bivids of
Furope—Mr, Gould, in the, Inst nusmber of his
European Birds, writes,—* On the authority of

.~ =" Colonel Dalton of Henningford,*near Ripon, sve awp
= cnabled to add this® rare species to the iauma of
4 Pritain, from’s fine specimen whigh was found.on
ilie banks of the Ure, near Tanfields it York=hire.
on the 8th of May 1837, gud which could not have
been long dead, as it admitted of beibg modnted as

R .
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a good cabinet specimen.” W add the deseriplion <
of the specimen frem Madeiry, originally figured in

“ IMustrations ofy Cenithology.”  We may rema
that this bird is.of 3 large. size than the greater

nunber of the specics, and exhivits o cuncated form
of the tail, in which member, even among the British
birds, we shall 2ee a considerable yariation.

* The lonzth is abowy ten inches ; the plumage is
entirely of a deep sooty black, paler upon the throas,
wnil. o0 *li, breast-and belly slightly tinged with
brown ; the form of the tail is the greatest peeuli- Ao
aaty , this contains twelve fi ,[111-1.-.. and is very
:nuu."t cuncated, the centre plumes being about two
inches longersthan the exterivr, thus giving it a form -
vt varance witl theamaller and true petrels, where
we aird it either square or forked.”

e

THE STORM PETREL.
Thalasidroma pelagica. ? .
- ‘ PLATE XXX,

E'm:tll-_ti‘t pelagien, Linm, —1étrel tempiite, Temm.—Su T

‘or Stormy Petrel, or Fineh, of Britih authors. b
W %
Ta our own obsarvation, this is a much more un- P
" * 3
comiaon bord -than that which we shall notice .

nexs; we have scarcely ever met with it living,

at the same {ime, the breeding places that are re-
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corded sare both numerous and widely* seattered,
extending from Shetland, 8t. Kifila rad the Orkneys
to the Scilly and Channel Islifnids. We have soon
small parties off Douglds Marlfour®in the 1sle of
Man in June, but did not<discover any breeding
station ; scveral instarices of dead or very exhausted
birds liave been pickad uj: inland? argd large flocks
appear at times to be driven from their proper cearsc,
In the Naturdl History of Yammuth, it is stated
that between two and three hundred 4vére shot in
Nov. 1824 after severe gales, and Mr. Yarell tells
us of Mr. Gould hving exhibited to’the Zsological
Society twenty-four in a farge dish. Mr. Thompson
mentions some Irish ﬁrul.:hr'...; stations. Yhe F:u'*"""“‘
phic range appears “to e very L\Eumnv, but e
have not un{:-:d whaf is recorded? by the Cxamini-"
tion of E]HELII]IL’IL‘-. It reaches northwaril to Farow
and Teeland, southward.to Faly, * and South Afn-
ea. T Audubon obiained specimess on the banks
of Newloundland. »
In halats this |.|1:|] 18 [‘rlh'“f.’l}r maritime, scxeept
during I|1:.ulr"|.t'|.nn, feeding on fluating marine mo-
lusen, &e.; ib will keep company with=ships for
days together, perhaps assisted by the draft of their
wake, and will feed on the little bits of bréad or
nieat which may he throtn towards it or fall frtm
the vessel, fid is thus sumetimes procured by using
small hooks." When we havd*#een llwm, 'Hm}'
nllowed the vessel to pass, and sefmed the lghtest
and most buoyant things that could be imagined.

.
Bavk 1l 1!‘.';?'-1;. + - Briith




20T WILEON'S STORM PETREL.

To their Breedine !:!;h‘i?:i 'I]:IL"}" are t!bigmtu]:p: Mar- -

tin writez, “rlIt comes (to St. Kilda) about the
221 of March, whihdut any regard to winds, lays
its eges aboutthe Ath of "lnli'w..jl and produces the
fowl towards the middio of l..'rLtu!.u'r. thm 2008 AWaY
aboit the end of Novensher.

The nest i= pliced among %oose stones or rocks,
or T fissures, and a single pure white egy is laid ; it
reinalns conc=alell during the day, and appears at
dusk ~whith®is the time of feeding and activity.

\ spécimen before us has the upper plumage of a
dull black, the last feathers of the rmmp and the
baze of the upper tail-coters pure white, tuljﬂl.l'f a

trbad band ; the tips of the greater covers are also
of o pale grey m.ur]ﬂn-‘r l'hmr line across ; the un-
der parts are Imm nizh lr]al:L or pitch- hru“n with a
white pateh behind each thigh ;- legs, feef, and bil
Back. We are not zware that thnm is any dif- *
fercnce in the sixes, *

WiLsox's Storm PETREL, THALASsIDRGMA Wip-
soxin—ahis bird was given by Mr. Jenyns as an
accession to the Britizh List, in * Vertebrata,” on
the authority of 'I:-lrds procured, or thought tode
]rr:mlni]. in the Dritish Clnnnul ; but since thit,
Mr. VWarrell, in the concluding parts offhis excellent

DBritish Ornitholofy, from “]mh wi have derived

=0 much advantage in the progress of these volumes,
uas recorded four specimens picked up in Cornwall,
* The tail, In the Plate, is reprediated too mueh rounded,

L -

3

=

Ty

[,



o

il

FORK-TAINED STORM-PETREL. 201

Norlolk, Sussex, and Cumberland.  Yrom other ac-

counts, its nearest ordinary appisach fo our shores is

from about two hundred miles distanee to the viei-,
nity of the Azores. It vas srigioalls distinguished
and named by the Prince of Caning, and the Ameri-
can seas seem more properly its habitation.  Audn-
bon says it breeds gn the southgrn extremity of
Nova Scotia, on some sihall islands called Mud
Islands, where it forms burrows to the depth of two
or two and a half feet; he also found: it abua-
dants towards (‘harlestown. We have never met
this species recent.,but Mr., Yarrell deseribos a nine
specimen as seven and a half inches in length ; * the
Lill black, the head, neck, back, wingsprimaries amd
tail-feathers, dark beownish-black ; greater wing-
coverts and the secondaries dark rusey brown, lighter
in colourmear the end, with the extreme edges and
tips white ; upper tail-covepts white ; chin, throat,
breast, and all the under parts, sooty blavk, except
the feathers near the vent on each side, which are
white, and some of the under tail-coverta are fipped
with white ; legs ieng and ulender, and with the
toes and their membranes black, but with an ablong
grevish yellow spot upon each web.” . in

Fonrk-tarzeEp Srony Pernen, ToAvasgiprosa
Leaciir, — Rrocellaria teachii, | Steph., Temm, —
Procellaria bullockii, Flem., Selly. — Pétyal de
Leach, Temm. — The Foerk-tailed, Bullock's and
Leack's Petrel of modern authors-—This Petrel

L]



i

283 FORK-TAILED STURM PETREL.

was origigally discovered by Mr. Bullock in St
Kilda during the seeson of incubation ; and subse-
quent ».':I-_vrmm-n ches shown that they annually
te -u:t to the island for *hat p'rr'icuhr purpose.” We
Lilleve no ather breeding station i3 now upon record.
it has generally been fuuud upion the mainland, at a
distanece from the sea, either i.lu.;r] or very much ex-
hausted, uhimuh driver” out of its course. There
has occurred to pur own observation one picked.,
t1je des 'ul ir,the lower part of Aunnandale, and kindly
sent th ns by Sir Patrick Maxwell, Part. of Spring-

=

~—

hai’ a sceond by Mr. John Jardine, on the Glas-

cow and Corlisle rond, still alive; but exhausted, and
dying in ten minutes after ib was found ; and the
remains of the “third :':org picked up on St Bos-
wall's-Coeen, Rexburghshire; sufficient parts being
preserved to identify the species.  Other European

localities scem scarcely pscertained, specimens being

seeidentally fornd in different pafts, *as in this
conutry, It 1% an American species.  Audubon
writes, in h's Joumal from this country, that Wil-
son's Petrel was first =ven about-two hundyed miles
from England, and the Fork-tailed only came in
sight when the mlql:ﬂu of the Atlantie was reached.
The Fork-tailed Petrel was also shot by Mr Audo-
bon onsthe banks of Negvfoundland, in compagy
with the two last. .

Ir this bird, as the name implies, w;rh'uu athind
form of tail, « ferk of nearly an inch ; in the second =
specimen we alluded to alibve, in full and very
clean and pesfect plum.-.m: ;hl.lm head, neel, and

[



il

—4

. A RATRIS. 269

nader-parts, are grovish black, tinted with brown
on the felly, and on the chinspaler, nearly dark-
grey ; the quills and tail are blagk ; the gregterand
lesser wing-covers preye the latten tipped with
greyish white, whith shows a pale bar across; the
last rump-feathers, part of the tail-covers, and a
limited spot behind gach liﬁgh, white ; tarsi, feet,
and Bill, black. t X

® . -

" = -
- = 5 [ 4 &
These are all the birds belmging tg tho Petris
which have yetbeen found on our islands ; put it is

% possible that otherg of this small race may yet bive

bicen overlooked, more pariicularly as the real range
of the last has been scen to be so far dstant. They,
with one or two allie]l geners, aresly far the mos
decidedly sea-living binls among tiee Laridus, = «
Qur next form also spends a great portion of its
. time on the ocean, has a pgwerful flight, &xhibits
some allianee With the last in the s_ructure of the
feet, and is remarkable in pursuing the true gulls,
and forcing them to disgorge or quit their newly-
taken prey. Tt commtituies thn E

Gunes Lestris, f?fr’_wr.-—-—_ﬂ.r'f.zi—rn'c aliaractors,—
Bill strong, thick, compressed at the tips co-
. vered as far as the gotermor angle of the nos-
trils with a hofy cere ; tip of maxilla finizhing
in a poterful hook ; mandible with a etrang
angle, fitting into the maxilla ; -ndotrils lateral,
placed immediatel§ behind the tip, angular; an-
teriorly widaest, pL;n'inua ; wingsleng, lirst quill

-
. -
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longest, legs with th lower part of the tibim ~~— ||
naked, {eet lorge, claws much hooked, strong,
hpllux smalk - '
Noteo—DBreed i4 pofrs 3 pursue other sea-birds and :

furce them to quit or disgorge their prev.

3 K

Tae Conyox Skvs, LESTRIS skva, — Larus
cutaractes, ‘.E.-I‘HI‘E---—-(.IIHIH‘HEI‘{'S vubraris, Flom. — ' r
Ctercovaive cataract:, Temm—8kua Gull, or Com- |
N L'fﬂ‘mr, uf British awthors. — The Skus is :I-J.L,_
uurthern bird, appearing on owr shores in autumn:
and beginning of winter. Specimens have ocenrred
on the coasts-of Norfglk, Escex, Kent, Sussex, De- ~
=gn, and Cornwall, "a.-mc]‘ wehave seen them ceea-
sionell on the Solway Firtli, on the Northumber-
land cossts, and far up the Firth of Forth; these
seem aunost its most southern range ; and it is there »
seen now flyiny swiftly over the wives, now pur-
suing some of ;the weaker gulls, following them
about as o hawk does 2 small bird, and genemlly
finishing the chase wien the victim has gisen up its
own prey.  Shetland is, we believe, the only breed-
ing vlace kaown within the DBritish limits, and
St. Rona’s Hill has been long known as a favourite
stationghere ; it incabates in pairs, making the nest -
among the moss and heath (notbn rocks as the true =
gulls), and during this time both — very b
fierce and eourzgeous in defending their property,
driving off sll animal ingrudirs, and they are even

s 'YTHE
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sfid to gttack man wheh he enters upon dheir pre- »
cinets,  Mr. Thompson has no#ieed jt on the Irish
const.  Mr. Yarrell has occasiomudly procuregd speci-,
mens in the l..m:ri(u’! nrarket. *The more proper
mrntur} of the Skua 15 hswever, |mrtlm1rd, it
is found in the Faroe Islgnds, Norway and Ice-
land,* Nova Zembly 1m] Spitzlwrgen. +, On the
opposite hemisphere we hdve several "mthu:mth,- fore
it being found® in the Straits of ”ng'll.m anel the
Falkland Isles; we have not, Tioweven #oen, speci-
mens from these latter regions,

The Skua is a pewerfully made bird, hTtIn-mi'urmr
in size to the lesser blaek-backed gull, but of a
thicker and stronger ake. ,The grdund colour of
the plumage may Be sgd to be*shades of clove-
brown, the feathers fn the cent® wellowisli amd®
reddislh Ifrown ; on the head and neck the nfuatlwrs
are pointed and the yellowish brown prevails on
the sides and aurieulars; on the lgwer parts the
ground tint is pnlei‘. and in the centre the reddeh
hruwn prevails; the secondarics, quilfs, nul] tail
are nearly brownish black, the base of the qmllu
with their shafts white; the tail is rounded ; legs
and feet black, front of the tarsi irregularly sealed,
the other parts with small prominent rounded or
otal seales, rough to the fouch? and remindifig usof
the fi&uh-l::w.t:ﬂ+ S

PR a

Trr PoMarine S}nu Lustris PoMARINUS, —

Lestris pomarinus, Steréoraire pomarine, Temm.
“ Salby, o + Yaufrell

- Ll
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— Pumaring Gull, Skua or"Jager of Britighguthets,
—Next in siz¢ and-strength is the Pomarine Skaa,
a wintgr visitant oml~ to the British isles, and not
known to breed withen their range. Mr Yarrell
has given many instances of -»pu:ﬂuwns being ob-
tu,.ul on the English cqastsr showing it to be 'h\ no
means a_very raze species. Ve 11.'1.1.4: observed it
at the mmlth “of the Firta of Forth, and have ob-
tained ECTLml_:'!I]thIII{‘II:- as high upras Newhaven.
Itz flight = very swilt and rapid, and when present
in the Firth it may almost always be seen makiog
its Hittacks on She lesser gulls. Es proper range ape-
pears to be Northern Europe and the Arctic Seas,
but the nortliorn troyellers did not often find it
bieeding ; in one voysge the tggs were found on
tle margin of a Gmall lake. ® Autlub{-n met with it
near the Harbour of Little Macatina, on the Labra-
dor coast, where it parsued the kittiwakes and
ring-billed gull$; and when these birds could not
susply them, pm‘kcd up the fishes that had been
tilru\ﬂl On ENGIe.

"Thé legs of this species are sofetimes pied black
and yellow,

-

~ = * Capt, James C. Ross,
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RICHARDSONS SKUA.
L)

I
Leatims Richardsoniig
Lf [ « *

e PLATE XXVIL] -2

L
-

-

. Tii=species hag been evidently considerad h} many
anthors as the trucaparasitic or arctic gull, agd it has

been described as L. parasiticus and crepidatus. 1t
is certainly the most tommon of thealiritish Skuas,
but is a larger and uch mose strefigly formed bind
than the next. Late in®antumn, witen the yeung ande
old birdssave lefe their breeding stations and scatter

themselves about, this .5|lc‘r11* is not uncommon in the
Firth of Forth, and may be seen pursuing its course
like the two preceding, distinguished (as they all age)
at once by its swifter flight :m:j darker plumage. Wa
have prosured man§ specimeis there in various’states
of plumage, and Imq;u once or twice shat both the
adult and yvoung. At a sipilar scasen we lLelieve
it 1s gencrally to be seen around our islands, and
Mr. Yarrell has given a few iustances of spesi-
mens being u]jT.'llm."'il southward ; but to;wiﬂs {rdin
his statisticss it would appear.to be scarcely so
frequent there as the last. Its broeding stations
are various islands ifi the Hebrides, Orkney and
Shetland, where it iatmn:c diffused did mbre abun-
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dant than, any of the others. Jura and lsl aze A
noted by Pennant p amany parts of the Orkuneys by
the latest voyagers there; the old recorded Holm
of Eddy, in Hoysbelag =tilk one of the more fa-
vourite resorts; and be Messrs. Dunn and Hewit-
son it was found on the Hoss in Shetland, It
breeds on these Jdslands in small colonies, some-
Aimes selecting the suminits of the hills, at others
the law and masshy grounds, making the nest of
dried grases. &e. The cggs are somewhat qquarJL

to those of the true gulls. In Norway, Mr. Hewit-
son found the Skua breeding in-pairs, cach taking

possession of its separate island, Tt visits Massa- il
chnzeits and S{nif'tn during wi'giorl. ¢ : !
In three specimens of thi® bird before ue, all e

s=hot in*the Finh of Forth, one has the entire
plumage of a greyish clove-brown, palersbeneath,
the edges and bend of the wing only being white ; - 1
the auriculars a3d sides of the neck slightly tinted
with shining sienna-yellow. In the second, the
erown, h«.wL wings, tml and thighs, are dark clove-
brown, the back of thuneck and*all the under parts
white. In both these birds the centre tail-feathers
exceed the obhers by two inches and a half; in the
last the legs and feet are completely black, in the
former lightly pied. The third specimen is in the )
youny =*ate, or Black-toed Gull, wher= the legs are )
pied and the ha'f of the fect are ycliowish white /;L; '
with a band of black in front. The head, neck,

bend of the wing, and all the under parts, are wood |

= Andabon,
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bfown, paler on the belly and vent ; the, contre of ,
the feathers elove-brown ; mante apd lower back -
and wings clove-brown, featkess edgod with }Ei—
lowish brown ; quill*and tel ackish brown, the
former tipped with yellowish white; centre tail-
feathers exceed the others by half an inch,

g T

Arerio Sk, Lestris Parasgrious,—The True: .=
Arctic Skua has been conforthded :x'jﬂ.h L]!(- pre-
ceding, but iteis 2 much more rare stuui_;ic-;\, and .
is at onee distingwished by its smadler sizg, nforo
graceful proportions, and by the very clongated
centre-feathers of the tail. ;I.‘[Jl'l.'!! gpecimens oply
of this Skua have “heey obtained an the north-
castern eoast of Englind. The ZMologicalsSociedy
are said o have received it from UrLuLj, and we
possess o cingle specimen from the same islands,
We are not aur-.. ||m'.'=1.er.. that 11: breods even in
the more northern parts of our limits, for mostaof
the older notices of the ﬁn:'tu_ Giulls are referrible
to the preceding bitd, It hus been obtained on the
French consts, but is also apparently rare there.  Its
true station appesrs muoch {arther nerthward, and
we have received, ab different times, specimens by
the northern trading vesesels,®chicfly the svhaless.
Mr. Audubom shtesﬂnt it ranges along thesopthern
coasts as fareas the Mexican Gulf and the skores
‘of the Floridas, !:ut. I never mel with assingle
individual in summer, guon in tlm- most nr:fthlern
I’]il“f.!‘. A
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An Orliney epecimen of this bind, but we do fiot S —

kuow at what seasun obtained, has the erown, back,
wings ~od tail vely deep grevish clove-brown, the
under lurts wrevish Brown, dw sitdes of the neck
glistening stenna-yellew, but not so bright as when
killed at breeding seasen; the n..-utrf.u!'-.-ftthl:ra ex-
eeed the others by thrt:o.[ inch™s,

Hu fore pmmr' from these remariable gulls, we
may obscive, that it s penerally stated that they
derive their whale food from their suersuit of Bther
birds, =sing what they are mads to disgorge. 1
the somewhat analogous case of the fish-hawks, we
know this is practised; bat, 4t the same time, these

Lirds can and “do forage. for “themselyes, and weo
woulll wlmost biinclined to believe that the Skuas
are not (uite dependent on the work of others,
but ocecasionally seek food fnr themselves, and that
the large specits will feed on carrion thrown upon
the coast. We acknowledge that we have never
2pen t!uzqe Lirds cmployed for themselves, but would
wish a little more at.ention was paid to -this part
of their ~conomy by these who have the oppor-
tunit 5

The siext group ot bird: we shall notice, tlmui.rls
not imrediately connected with the Skuas, is the
T'eras, contrastirg with them in the d.ficaey of their
plumndize and die slight, airy, nud elezant proportions”
of thieir form; they lead us direetly to the True
Gulls by means of the intermediate form represented

1
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. b¥ the black-headed group. Most of #he spocies »
are summer visitants, = "
- . n . =
Genes StEnsa, LEnavsf—Clencrie l‘f:’”lrrf.l.i.l;-——
Bill rather ]rJII.fr nearly straight, compresse r]
drawn to a fine spoint, maxilla with a slight
angle near its gentre ; nostwls ‘Iulb:l,.]., lateral,
linear, oblong, perviols; wings vgry lung ae--
clnin :Lx"qll.l]!‘- tn 2l ]|'1'.J!|L A TEAITOW S iz
firet longest ; legs short, ot sma "1 i |.U|Lrl]
- for a '-!1- iris = ;:.11:1.. down the t I!'-L]. Joint, !1'1”“\
! short, claws sharp. .
Types.—St. hirundo, vBsca, minor, &e. Cos-

mopolite. - e

e
; Note—Gregarious’; brogd r’tl the'os 13ts or sl |.r;|1|l-
take their prey b¥ a partial IIR“]_‘_::". "

- R

- -

Tue Casriax Tenx, STERNA Casma, Pall. —
Hivendelle dw wner, Tsehegrava, Lemmm.—Caspicn
Tern of British authors—The Caspial Temn has
been Lilled at different times®n the English coast,
particularly on the gastern side, but we are not
aware of any birds occurring o the nofthward=or in
Seotland. It isa bird of which very little generally
igeknown 3 it breeds castsy ui]".llun--' the slffores =f

o
Furope, Ius-LLm bbtained in the {:rum.uu"'.s'inhl-
-  pelago, and, i its name indicatesy in the Caspian
2 Sea.  Its only rt.'wrllw.l breeding stion is at"Lylt,
. an island on the west const. of Jlltl.uul gRl t_-'lrn.u_-
% 5
Y 1:11'.“.
3 e - -
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tioned below ; and Senegal is also given as o locality.
It occurs sparingly: i L'unliul:ui..-ﬂ Ludia.

_»
!

+

o
¥

- g

redeived specimons from Southern Afriea, gs men- e J

A specimere of ghis vesy fine species, received
many years since, by the attention of Dr. Swith,
from the Cape of Good IHope, has the strong bill
vermilion-red, the iip of the maxilla brownish
black ; the forchead and vrown ending in a rounded
point.on the naps, white, but havieg the feathers
very broadly marked with black along the shafis,

s that to appearance there is a greater proportion
of tho Jatter colour; arcund theJower part of the.

eyeand the aurienlars dull black ; mantle and wings
pale grey, the fur first quills derk grevish black, with
sirong white shalts; tail orey, not showing a preat
fork, aad baving a dull shading band at a short
distanee fvom its extn‘:mt} back of the aeek and
all the under parts pure. white ; feet and legs black,
tiliia: maked forsmearly an inch above the tarsal joint.

Tur Sixvwict Tery, STERNA CANTIACA. —Star-

" na cantiaca and Bowéi, Mont,,' Penn—Hirondelle

e mer Coxgek, Teomsp,—Sandiwich Toyn of British
wigtho=s —In-the seas bordering the Continent, the
Sand-wich Tern is frequent, stretching to Italy.
D, Smith is said to have.bronght specimens from
South, Africa, and we have skins apparently very
near to it from Fdia.  Mr. Audubon writes that it

is seen from 'Peias to the Floridas, where it breeds, '

Thus, if all these anthorities are correct, the range
* Jenlon, Blyth.
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#this ggeeies will be of great extent.  Mr. Audu- ~

bon found it om the Florida Floys in the end of
3‘!!.;_\', and eonsidered thuse wlfck he 1|nw1|rml thers
as new to the Nortlt Anerfearr Favon, but there
and Charleston were the only parts where he |'|.1.l;1'.
with it _

It iz romackable tht the Sﬂun]-;iq:]'u' Tern should

g g .
have remained so long wninoticed by pur ornjtho--

logists, for it # by no means an UNCOMINGN Spe-
cies, although in Ireland, or tife south -0 England,
it dées not appear to have been so fryquently
noticed.  In the fermer, Mr, Thomflson imentions
no breeding stations, but Mr. Yarrell ‘has stated
on anthority, that if breedy on H."'lluuu,,'l. Magsh
and in the ||.1uul!| of the Blackew: aterin Fssex, locali-
ties differing from thbse in whicll we lave ¢lse-"
where sctn them. On the north-casterh :.'{!':L‘r[ it
heceds abundantly on Coqued and the Farn Islands,
om the latter in great abundanee; farther into the
Firth, we have it breeding on the Isle of May and
some lesser rocks off North Berwick. ® We have
seen it or the Salwiy also, bitt do not know of any
hreading station there; and we have obserred it on
the very northern eoasts of Seotland 1 the r-onth
of June. It hos been on the Firth of Fortlethat
we have !Ilitﬂ'-' observed this® term: on e Famn
Telands theredsa larize colony, which we have sited
in company with ML Selby. That gentleman states
that it has * selected a station apart rom the other
species, gencrally on a 11:31-4..'-1' site, tmd the ueﬁlﬁ are
s0 close to each other as to render it :‘.I|[1|c;ult. to
5 -

= ¥ - =
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cross the ground without I.Irt"ﬂr.mg the eggs ov -

juring the tlllﬂﬂﬂ:,ﬂ.l voung.” Turther up thl? Firth
the colgpies are no! 20 numerous, but their habits
are similar. At lew vates the birds which are not
incabating rest on the sandbanks; they will not
suffer a near approach, but.rise in a silver cloud
and fly towards the intruder \nth areat elamonr and
angry demonstrations; aad if one can be securedl,
they will uppnmch very near, hovering over it.

llnmmlintulj_ on secng any person or animal with -

which they are mmrqua{umd, they pommence vent-
ing thejr harsl and wild screams. and small parties,
Hying neisflessly along, betray themselves by their
enlls as soon a4 the stranger is pereeived.

. The forehead, erown, atlﬂd occiput, where the fea-
thersare lengthe sed and almost form a pendent crest,
are black, more or less spotted with white, which
appears very seldom tg go entirely off. The under
plumage and brek of the neck white, with a greater
ar Joss degree of rosy tint in different specimens ;
mazutle aud. wings grey, quills blackish grey, the
inner half of the inwor webs w hite, shafts strong,
vellowish white ; rump, upper tail-covers, and tuLI,
white;  bill, legs, and feet, black, formner with the
tip straw-vellow,  In winter the crown and fore-
higad ars deseribed to be,white, the occiput blagk
feathers tipped with white. The youpg are above
pale wood-browyp, transversely barred with broeoli-
brow: ; whitebelow ; the tail greyish black in the
centie.



L ROSEATE TERN,

il

Ll
- rd |
iy 5 . A - +
Tue Roseare Teny, Stenwe Dguearuin, Mon- .

i+

tagu. — Hirondelle do mor Rougal, Temmy — The
Ttoseate Torn of British agthors—1his is pr_-rlm]u.-.
the most elegantly formed of all those elegant birds,
and is far from being uacommon, but the close resem-
Llanee of species beiyy nnT} moredooked into lately,
it remained for a consilerable lurmll ||.|1:1|.-r..|.|.-.
euished ; Mr. Selby, however, l'}""'lllﬁr to think that "
it was not always so plentifif as at pseeent on the
s Fari Islands, gnd recollects the period when the
light-keeper intimated to him its appearauee a5 a
‘distinct species.  In distriBution thiu tern does not
=Y seem very widely s#pread, Mr. Yarrell has oply
: given us a few slafions, sﬂr.h\ﬂnl of o line le-
tween Cumberland add Northum®erland.  Cn ther
Farn Iskinds * it breeds on the uut»Li’rH af the
« =tation murp:utl by tll.e argtie tern,” os stated by
Mr. Selby; and when we last visitod those islands
in that gentleman’s company, was in considerable
abundance. When intruding on the nest, it ghowed
great anxiety, appfoaching se near that we kiockeid
one or two down with a fishing-rod wed by the
keeper fur catehing white figh from the rocks-  All
the terns are very light, the body being compa-
retively small, and the sxpa®e of wings und %ail
=i buoys them up,”that when shiot in the aip thoey
- ure sustainedy their wings fold. above them,s and
- they whirl gently down like a shistlecock.s This
bird is remarkably bubyaot, and we could flmost
run below and cateh the specimen iir our hiat before

- T - -

= -
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it reached the ground. The Roscate Term breeds
alza on the Isle of May in considerable abundance, _
where ovr specimess ‘were obtained.  There is an- L
other colony on the Cambiae Islunds in the Firth
of Clyde, and there may be many others around the b
Scottish coast which have ot yet been noticed.
when parties are waet with at gea, there is a length- . B
ned slightuess of form that betrays them to the
ornithalogist, or they are at once distinguished by -
their epll Peiug different from that of the arctic or )
common terns. We have a specinren very cldeely « [—.
allied, if not identical, from the island of Tobago. ¥4
Mr. Audubon found the 'Roseate Tem breeding in
abendance on che Florida hms in company with e
the Sandwich tern. a o
" 3pecimens of tnis graceful species, shot on the §
Isde of Mdy, Firth of Forth, during the ureeding
season, are distinguished by the delicate form, the -
pale tint of the mantle, the rosy hue of the un-
der parts when newly killed, and by the bill being
black as far as the gostrils, the bose of it only l
vermilion-red. The furchead and crown - passing }
narrowly brlow the eyes, and terminating in a peak i
on the back of the neck, deep black; the mantle !;
and wings very pale grey; the qull[l having the
outer webs and shaft half of the inner darker, the e
outer webis of the first blackish grey, tue shafts of i
all strong and whity; rumpand lower back white; ~—
tail long, the outel feathers narrow, much lengthened, L
forming a deep fork, entirely pure white. The cheeks, i ' ‘
sides of the nock, and all the under parts, white, '
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with a gelicate rosy tint, which, in a fow hours »

after death, becomes paler, afl inastuffed speci-
mens is generally completely faded.  The plumage,
of the winfer t]ug:a hot” sedin o be authentically
known. .

i [

-

- Lo ‘
Tre Common TERy, STERNA Huxpo.—Hiron- -

delle de mer Plorre Garin, Temye—Common Tern
of British anthors—This Tern®is 2 muslfmarg un-
comiinon bird tlmn cither the roseate or arctic. On
the eastern side ofethe island it is by o means fre-
quent, two or three pairs hung all the number that
Mr. Selby has at any ‘time olgerved Ureeding on the
Farn Isles, and further wp fie F E'H.h we have of-
served it sparingly, a”few hrﬂ‘—"-h“h an the Isle af”
May. The rlrmt]l(llbglbl‘. above quoted etates that
it visits the western coast, amd would almost seem,
comparatively there, to take the plase of the other
two. Mr. Yarrell has given us frequent instances
of its occutrence on the southern coast,”but.we do
not tracer it with authentichy northward to the
islands of Scotland, exeept that it is memtioned by
Mr. Jobn Maegilliveay on the outer Helridesr In
its breeding habits it differs from the last, sl re-
setnbles more nearly the lesser fern, seeming’to pie-
fer o Ehmg]_','*hmnh or low lying ground t& socky
islands.  Mr. "'III'}'slnm of Carlisde has mentidned
Rockeliff Salt-marsh on the Solway to Mr. Yarrell
as a station, and a few pairs breed on thy shingle
above Skinburness, where there is also & small colony

-

- *
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of the lessor temn. This species also is said o ascdnd_ b
the course of rivers and to roam more inland thy

the preceding.  <Many years since we have shot .
this tern on «the <iver Aoudn, fifteen, miles from
the sca; and in sprieg, one or two pairs appeared
regularly following the cousse of the strewm and
fishing, but apparently returaing seaward the same
ilay, 'l'hrir'-!.pna.‘amnrn-' for o month or six weeks
was quite regular, darting into the siream, as in ﬂu:
st gften munnows” Rr.. and approaching clamor- |
ously any one walking on the bazks. It hds nutf-—_
now been seen for many vears. «

In a specimen also precured on the Isle of May &
dyring the breeding season, ihe proportions of this g
kird are stronger thare these of the last; the bill is ‘F:

rermilfon-red fér two-thirds of its basal length, the z

end black, the extreme hp yellowish wWhite; the
farchead and erown nat passing below the eye, anid
terminating in p peak on the back of the neck, deep
Llack ; the back, mantle and wings grey, quills
with jhe shaft, outer and half of the inner webs
blackizh grey, the onter web of the first bluck, shafts
of all streng and white ; rump and upper tail-covers
white ; tail long, but not nearly so deeply forked as
in the last, white, except the outer web of the outer
feather; which is bléck ; <heeks, sides of the neek % ‘5
and yoder parts, white, very slightly tinted with ! .
greyish, and, while newly killed, having a slight /n.-_h-
roseata blush>

=
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a Tne Ancric Terx, Sreaxt Apcrica,— ”l':'auz
delle de mer Avctique, Temiti—e-The Arctic Tern of
British authors, —*This tEm,*ranging to a much
higher latitude than eithemof the preceding, would
perhaps have been wore appropriately named Com-
mon than the last, for we consider i't‘. the most fre-
quent bird on our shores ; it also sgems to, prefer
the shingly brach to rocks, and arougd Great Dritain
seoms, from all our informition, te Be Jispersed
prétty generally. We have observed the colomy
on the Farn Islands, where the eggd are “-rdnpr-sltf_d
on the bare sand or graw®L"  On the Isle of May
it is also plentiful, but bregds in a®situation nearly
similar to the roséate., It strotthes northward to
both Orkney and Shetland, and in the lateer “was
the onls species seen by Mr. Dunn.  The ne-t was
here made on the “ gravelly beach, ‘sometimes
nnlcmgut the short ﬂrv grass on the tops of low
cliffs.”  In one or two instances large flocks of=this
species have appeared inland as if® drigen from
their ceurse, thede chiefly eccurred in spring. The
lharbour and docks of Bristol were viséad by large
flucks during high wuul!, that prevatled on SBunday
Oth May, mul hyn or three hundred were kilked with
-sticks and staves.* They hre seemed ® be guite
exhausteds Accounts of another large coby being
driven astry are given by MesStrickland 4n the
Annals of Natural History, and which setmed to
have spread over a r.lrgﬂ.r extent of countryl  This

* Bristol Migror, quoted by M Yarrel,

- -
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oceurred in June, when the Lirds ought to have bedn '
“breading.  Forty spacimens were taken to one bird-

stuffer, thirty-threg o another. A few common
terns were said toobe (mixed swith them, but M.
Yarrell, who saw soveral specimens sent up to Lon-
don, and who had a good ded of correspondence Jat
the time regarding them, considers that the preat
proportion of the birds were Aretic Terns. This
flight pecurred on the Sthand 9th June, 1842 ; and
it iz stutedythat somy¢ specimens had not acquired
the perfect black head.  Now, all air birds weuld

Le ar thpir stetions and in full-plumase by that /I

season.  May these not have been some almost Are-'
tic colony later-in assembling, snd thus dispersed by
the north-west gule which ucmr.:pnmed them #

. Ju the Arctic- Tern the bill is shorter than in
cvither of the two preceding birds, and iseentirely
vermilion-red. The tarsns is comparatively shorter,
and the leg is feathered to the tarsal jvint, whercas
in the others o small portion of the tibix are bare;
the forcheadand crown net passing below the eye,
and terminating in a rosnded pesk on the back of
the neck, dgep black ; the back of the neck, mantle
and wings greyr, the quills having the outer webs
and the shaft half of the inner, blackish grey,—the
outgr wel of the first Olack, the shafts of all strong
and whitg, The rump white, thé tail »ther more
deeply forked thay the last, the feathirs broader,
white, cxeept tiac outer webs of the two on the
outside, which are blackish grey ; the under parts
white, vent and ulider tail-covers pale blackish grey.

. -
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The fm]v differcnce in the sexes is a slightly larger
S1ZE, and in the black extending x.ﬂher farther down
the nape on the male. i

L -
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Tue Wmskenen Teny, Stenrxa LEncoranira.
— Of this tern a smrrh specunen oyly has 'rm-n n ol
tained on the coasts of Britain, shot By a I_mutm-- i
parh at Lyme in Dorsetshire, and furtunatu]v e
ing under the observation of T, «C. H tysham, Esq.
of Carlisle, that glenﬂem'm procured for Mr. Y arrell
an opportunity of IJFHIIJJIIIIIT" it, and a well exgeurad
wool-cut has appeared in the British Omithology.
It stiil appears a rares bird everywhere, or it has
Leen overlooked ; butdEurope mm fr uul} the lmul:-
of its range northward, mntl abundadt colonics mag «
at some time be met with, Temminek states having
received specimens from Hunyzu We borrdw Mr.
Yarrell's description of “the Dorsetshire, and at
present, the only British specimen, "% The bill is
red, inclining to d:u'lc brown on the edges l:rf Lioth
mandibles towards the point, gither short, and” the
under mandible prominent, an approximatign to the
form of the under manflible in the gull-billed tern ;
the irides brownish black ; I’nmhmd. crown and
nape black ; from the baseof tle upper mamdible.

in a line below, the eye to the car-coverts, a stripe’
q“uf white, formityz the whisker or ipopstache ; basl,

wing-coverts, upper tail-coverts and - lail-feathers,

uniform dark grey, alufst slate-grey; first quill-

feathers lead-grey on the outer welf, aumd Bver u
-

e
-
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considerable portion of that part of the juner ‘web -—H-
nearest to the white shaft, the other part of the | -‘j
inner web white ; *he outer webis of the other pri- * e
mary and seeonCary-feathers lighter grey than the

“inmer weba; chin and throat greyish white; neck

amd breast slate-grew, and as dark as the baelk; !
abdomen, thighs and flanks! lead-grey ; under wing
and tail-coverts white; legs, toes and membranes
redd, the membranes deeply indented.” Length to
the cen‘re of the Jork of the tail, ten inches and a°

4
half; to the tip of the longest outside fe:;lhcr,'clqrey-_.._ |
and o half. -

a " ::%""
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THE LESSER TERR,

Stevaer minuia,
= o & !

FLATE XXIL

Ste.ns minuia, Linn, —Ta potite Hirondelle-de-mer, Tenm.-
The Lesser Tem, or Sea Swallow, of fritiesh anthurs.

a - \ _.'
"

“Tuis beautiful and graceful fittle Fird is in suit-
alle localities pretty generally disfributed aroundb
England anl the south of Seotland, stretching
round in the latter as far 45 Aberdeen® on the cast .

;. ! * Professor Maegillivsy.

-



-

LESSER TERN, 243"

side.  According to Mr. Thompson, it s a regular
summer visitant in Ireland. - It Dreeds on the
shingly beach, never, that wechave seen, on the
rock or among pross, fike*some others; but the
nest is placed in a situation. similar to that of the
ring-dotterel, in a slizht hollow, and withont the
protection of any edver or lining.  Mr. Selby has
mentioned a colony on thie coast ‘r:ppra-_iim ﬂu_l: Farn
[slands ; we “have visited another upon Giuillon
Point, abiove North Berwick on the Fieth of. Forth,
and a third wpon the Solway at Skinbumess, all
similar to cach otker.  When approached, this tern
may be heard at a distans® secking for the invader
of its ground, and 1 and bye its tiny form is seen
advaneing with long strakes of 1.]u wing ; lutb il-is
‘*LdTl’.‘[]J gn hold or 1] Amoros 8 Shme uf ithuse we
have dederibied, and hovers over the persdn, making
long stoops at him, and ggain rising hi;-f-l" We
have onee or twice met with it jn small parties
of young and old, late in autumn,. but it scems
to leave the coast immediately after indubation, and
is mueleless frequintly seerclate in the season than
the Sandwich and agetie terns. Its Eurepean range
is not very well ascertained ; in Framce and Haol
land it is said to be common, and the shores seem
suited for it, but althovgh iiftluded in some of dhe
aouthern lhum. "little more is said regariding it.
We believe #he Indian specimenseare identieal, but
those fromm North ;".menun. closely allied to ﬂ: are
distinet. “a
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Tne Gorr-miLuey Tenx, Stersa Axotica, Mon-
tagie,— dlivondelle- o mer hansel, Temm.—Gull-
billad Torn of British afethdrs.—This tern, very rare
to the British list, was distinguished by Colonel
Montagu in his Supplement, nd Mr. Yarrell states
that he has heard=of two exmbhiples killed in 1832,
one of them in Kent; but it may be considered as
of accidental cccurrence even in temperate Europe,
and itg brecding plakes have not been described.
We have had no epportunity of scekag foreign spe-

cimens, but many authors that -7e gught to have-

relianice on give it a very ¢xtensive range. Mr., Au-
dubon and Mr. Selby consider Wilson's marsh tern
identical ; Colonel Syles gives it from India; it
5 also a native ‘of the Isles of Sunda according
to Temminck, who considers the S. afinis to he
the same species. In habits it is said to frequent
lakes and rivers rather than the open sea, and to
res:mble more the two next species than those
which are more decidedly maritime. The angle of
the maxilla is more Geveloped than in the other
British spe-ies.

In :ummer the forehead, erown, and nape are
black, the upper parts, including the tail, grey;
quiils wich the outer web o the first darker; the
under pacts of the body white; hill, logs and feet,
black. In wintersthe black upon the lread is want-
ing ; length from fifteen to sixteen inches,

w
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THE BLACK *TERN.
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- Steme nigra, f..'...l.. Viralva ngira, Leach, Stepdh.— Hirondelle
\ de wer noir on epousentall, Temm,—Blagk Tem or Sea
= . -
Swallow of Britlsh enthors

-
-

Tue Black Tern, us 'g:i:l! be séen I‘raur.lrthlt synoniis,
has heen considered by goific '.'nrnrlh:;,ul' a sub-generic,
rank, the differences in form, are, however, not very
marked, and here we think it unnecessary 4o sepa-
" rate themy.  Its habits, «luring incubation at least,
are, however, different, being an ihland |rrtrr."-]]|:;_f
bird, frequenting lakes and extensive marshes, and
during that time bging ih a great measure fhaccti-
vorous. In Scotland we are not aware of H;H'Lim[*nf-
being obtained, and fo breeding station {'Ilht\-, in
k ‘L"l.lul it resorts E-rlllupﬂlf Ihu ﬂnu_} 1|I:.tr1|.t.'ii of
Norfolk, Lincoln, and Cambridgeshire, besides ﬂlhil‘
less noted >-1tu.1t1n|.1.'~|. bt some of these are di-
appearing, "m-l one in Norfolk, u]-u_rc, t.!.u_ut} Yyears
ginee, hundreds of nests might be Tound, h: CH been
broken up for some time, *  In Ireland it breegds at
a small lake at Roxburgh, "near Middleton, Cork.t
* Yarrell. & = T J'_I'rtt:.-.
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In the mere marshy districts of the Europaan con- ";J
tinent this tern istalso found, most abundant in' 5.
Holland and Huugay, and it iz kuown to reach to i
the north-castern &siofic bowddary. The American |

bird is identical and there frequent.

Head and back of the neck black, shading on the
throat, breast, ard belly, to deep blackish grey; i
vent and under imI--.l::-h‘rs white ; in like manner 58 f
the black on the upper parts shatles into deep 1
bluish grej, which is' nearly of a uniform tint over | [i §
the wings and tail ; the outer web ~f the first quill ‘j |
iz black: a narrow pale list bordering the edge of

the inner; bill black; feet and legs reddish black, s
the palmations of Tlll. toes very d{‘cp]y cut, claws i }'_:
cumparatively |f.1‘nﬂ' b s

The plumage of winter is déscribed as being white \

an the erown, back of the neck, cheeks, tlfroat, and
fore part of theneck. 'n the young the under plu-

muge is entirely white. l
: _ Al
Toe Noopy Teru, STeERxA sTOLIDAY — The {
Noddy Tewn, Noddy, or Black Nuoddy, of British il
aiethors.—"The last tern we have to deseribe as British ';
hus only lately been noticed, two specimens having df
ben recorded as obtuined hetween the Tasker light- i
house, of the coast of Wexford, and Dublin Bay. Te 1
appears also to L=-sccasionally seen off the coast of 77 — ;
France, but its “precarious appearance is such that ]l
it can ouly be esteemed v+ a stmgoling visitant to : |:
i

any parts of the European coasts. It is a North
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. Antericag bird, but rangds southward to beeed, Au-
dubon baving met with it in owd of the Tortugas.
He gives a very interesting aceount of the golony, |
which was extremely numerdis and very tame, ap-
parently unace ustomed to thednroads of plunderers,
Its manner of breeding A= as much at variance with
that of the truly marijime terns aa the last, The
nest of this species is placed on bug I(.‘H'Ilr low trees
(uearly on thesground) which l'i."i.'l"’ grew taller
than the party, and therefore the interier of the

- nest could be e p-:l\ inspected ; it was t:untirm.h.-d
of twigs and dry geass, and a series “of old nests
often were raised into o efnsideralile heap.—We
have received specimeds from the 1'-I|-Lﬁl.i. af Tobago,
and also from the Cllina geasm Um' deseription i6
from Tobago skins, * -

The l:ulx'-"urmq' of the plumage is r-xlmluel} simple,
sheing of a llt‘df[l unifor m umber-brown, darker on
the wings and tail, t'\'wpt on the forchead and
crown, which are \i_llu“ ish grey sh wling, abovia
backwards into brown; bill apd legs hf.‘uk The
frathers ofthe tail arl broad, amd make that metllbr. ry
though forked, appear proportionally ample.

- 2 "

Pussing from these terns of less maritime habits,
and from those where the anfle of the m&ndibls
i greater, wie enter into the t}]:lul.l form rof the
= family, or the Wrue Gulls, by moars of a eeries of
staller species, more inland 0 theic habits,” pos-
sessing a distinet dark” colour, dusing the breed-
ing’ season upon the head, partially insc-;.tlwruuz\,

-
- -
i -
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and resembling the terns also in their ery- Tlhibse .
have been plased inn separate genns, Xema, which,

Jn the.general system, may be adopted ; we shall

here, howeven includd all*under the generic title of

Larie, deriving our characters from the larger spe-
cies.  These, the True Gulls, have a wide geogra-
phical range, arcalmost entirely maritime in habits,
breed principally on précipitous coasts, have very
ample powers of dight, and feed on almost any ani-
mal matter in additfon to the livipg produce of the ;
seas. The seasonal change is comparatively stight, &
the herd in ‘summer being puze white, in soine,!

during winter, strealed™vith grey along the shafts

of the feathers. .

-Giesus Larvs—Linneus., — Generic charactors.
—DBill strong, cultrated, maxilla with the tip
sharp and much crrved, mandible with a strong -
angle ; nogtrils lateral, central, widest anteriorly,
pervious ; wings long, accuminate; logs central,
tihize darc for some portion, feet strong, pal-
mated but formeid for walking, hallee articu®
latedeon the tarsuos.

Nove.—Firut divison.or Xema, breed in colonics in-
tand ; insectivorous; decided seasonal change;

+ sige small.  True Gulls, Lerus, are maritino,

grogarions during incubation, novdecided sea- ]
k|
|

«sonal change: size generally large.

P — i
e
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SALINES GULI,
Larus Sabini, ®
. [t
PLATE XX1V. <

Nema Sabind, Leofk.—Monetto de Sabint, Tram.—Tho
Saline, or Sabine's @4, of Hritich authors,

[ £
i

N

Tnw first Dritish --I:Il.(‘llll!-lflf; If t.1||=_t gull were notided
and brought before the public by l1"'11'1||Iu|1 Thmtip-
=om, Esq. BLH‘.M. and up to 1839, four specimens

of this rare species bad oecurred in different parts

of the coast, all during the month of September,
and were all which at that time were known to
have been met with within the British finges These
vere noticed in the Magazifie of Zoology and Dio-
tany and in the Anvals of Natural Histery, and we
wore indebted to Mr. Thompson forf a drawing of
the bird in its young plumage, which appesred in
ko thie Ilustrations of Omthology. Since 1830 HMr.

Yarrell stails that he has notes_of one shot at Mil-
ford Haven, ind another in Cantbridgeshive. 4 fue

stragoling speeimens _have also been killed on the

Continent, but the truecountry of the speeies is in

the vicinity of the arctic circle. The first speci-

B X w
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mens were procured by Captain Sabine dyring toe_-,

<~

Northemn Expediticn in 1818, and they were afterg, - | i’J

wards seen by thesther arctic voyagers ; théy have -
been met with in Spitzbergen,- Igloolie, and Behring
Suraits ; and the first binds were killed on a group of
islands on the west coast of (freenland, where they
were breeding in company with the arctic tems,
laying their eggs on the vare ground.

This species, in the forked form of the tail, ex-
hibits a variation ftom any of the others either
belonging to the black-headed diyision or to the

B
trut: gulls; in other respeets ituis a small grace- 4 T

ful bird, rather slightly trade. In the adult breed-
mg plumage o specimen before us has the head,
throat, and uppcr part of the neck, blackish srey
2 the nape black, shading into the grey, and run-
ning to a-point forwards; mantle, wingst and ter-
tials grev; greater covers and secondaries broadly
tipped with white ; lower part of the neck, upper
tail-covers, tail and under parts, pure white ; quills
black, withnwhite tips, except the first; the half of
the inhier weobs white, ms in the terns ; whole edge
of the wing black ; bill black _at the base, the tip
vellowish white ; feet and legs black.

The specimen shot in Delfast Bay, the drawing
of which we have aluded to, was in the autumnal
plumage of the first year, and Mr. Thempson thus
described it :—*.The forchead, spacesimmediately
above the eye, and between it and the bill (with *
the exzception of the narrow line of greyish black
closely encireling the front and lower part of the
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eyl upper part of the throat, and sides of the neck. .
re white ; crown, nape, and shack, of the neck,
olackish grey ; backy seapulass, yrreater angl lesser
wing-coverts, blackisa grev,“tinged with yellowish
brown, the uxtrem'it_v of evesy feather varying from
grevish white to white, as it approachies the tail ;
under part of the lj‘Inmt'mul upper part of the
breast, pale ash-colour; lower hp:mi{_a:ul all the.
munder plumage white 3 shalts of "”“!.. first six pri-
maries brownish black at base; becoming gradually
darker towardsghe extremity, where they are black
in the first three, kut in the fourth, fitth, acd sixth.
assimilate in colour to i feather at that part,
which is white ; the entire of the oufer webs of the
first five, black; the igner weld with a brogd
edging ot white, to within from ofe to two inclas
of the efd, which part is black in the first three,
but tipped with white in tke fourth and Tifth 5 in
the sixth, the inner web i€ white, the outer black,
excepting for three or four lines from the tip, where
it is white, and again, at about an inth frpm the
end, where a white spot of mn oval form appears.®
Feathers of the tail fwelve in number, awhite with
black tips; in the two shortest the latter colonr ex-
tends npwards of an inch from the end, in theouter
web espeeially ; u_f thesothel feathers, tho ]Jlill!‘k

L] .
® Tds markfyg of the sixth primary is_just the u':)ﬁqilcd
that observed by AMre, Sabing in some mature specimens, in
whivh its provailing colour was white, * with sometimes n black
spat mear the end.™  Dr Rizkardson has mmrk‘nd.ﬂln LT

Faun. Bur, Awer., that this primary s subjcot to variation.

"
- L3
- L
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prevails in a less degree as they inerease in 'lcn.gth 1""/"?"' ;
upper and under tail-coverts white." j

The plumage of tke winter. or its range durnv- .
that season, are not knvwm s

e |
—gus i 3\

LS
-

Tur Lrrrie Gour, Lanus smxores, Pallas—
1. minutus, Pall., el —Chroioceplalus minutus,
Eyton,.—Xema minuta, Gonld—DMouette pugmiée,
Tamn,— Litide Gull of British anthors—This beau-
tiful little species is also a rare bird,and neither its b
brevding stativns nor its true winter localities are /
vet correctly traced.  We are indebted to Colonel
Maontagu for dhe first noticesof it, from a voung
specimen shot aear ©helsea.” Since that period
‘wrious specimens have been obtained in England,
from ihe «coasts of Devon and Comwal to the
mouth of the Tyne. In Secotland two or three have -
been killed ; one at the mouth of the Clyde, in the
first vear's plumage, is possessed by the Edinburgh
Museum ; aad a second, also in the same ecollection,
was proeired by Dr. Neill frond some part of the
Solway. In Ireland, a single specimen is recorded
by M, Thompson as Ehut on the Shannon, in the
complete dress of summer. On the Continent it J
seems wmiso only sparingly distributed, and as if . =4
having strayed ; bat it is stated by Brof. Nillson .
that it breeds in *ho marshes in the weinity of the » =
Baltie and in Gothland, -

= In summer the whale of the head and upper
part of the neek beeome bloek ;o the white of the

S ,
I&_-:‘b.._..-a.‘-----

3
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Idwer part of the netk and the under plumage
sssmmes o slight rosy tint, bt llm lower part of

“the back and tail remain of » pure v.lutu,. the bill

becomes of an artetial *bldad-red golour, and the
legs and toes acquire an additional intensity “of
hue."* In winter the black of the head is lost and
becomes white, marked on the % anterigr angle of
the eye, car-coverts, mape, nm]"l;u'l. part of the
neek with deep blackish grey.” In the first plu-
mage there is a considerable n"[wl,un.‘ “of Wov l.-brun'u
'Mlil the uppes plumage, and the tail is turulumt.ui
Ly a broad black dar. - -

Tur Brack-neaden Gus, Liws RIDIBUNDES,
Linn. — La mouctts “ricuse, on & C.'ciprmﬁi'u braer,
Temm. = Black-keaded Gull, Red-legged 4 Laugh-
ing Gull, of British authora—"This is the most com-
mon and best known speeids of all the British Black-
headed Gulls, being generally distributed over Geeat
Britain and Ireland, and assembling in hlrgl. t:::rlumt's
to breed in marshe=—ar reu.&y lakes ; in some parts
it is protected, and (he benefit of collecting the eggs
is let. Eurly in spring, beforg taking wp their-breed-
ing stations, and before having attained the black
head, these gulls assemble itf small parties dusng
the day, ufte-u fulfowing the plough, but anparedtly
returning for a time to the cdast at night. » The
black llcui] 18 assumed in the course of @ week,
the change of colour being extremely rapid, and

_+ Saby. g =




04 DLACK-HEADED® GULL.

nearly whan this is completed, they assemblg at thaie |
stations,” remain dvring the night, and mmmnmr,"'ﬂ‘ .

all the aperations of incubation. On nppmnchhlt.h\

their retreat they hecotae very elamorous, stooping
at the stranger, whether man or animal ; all settling
fur a few minutes, and again simultancously rising
to renew the attark ; in b large colony, the noise of
their eackling or laughing voices will nearly drown
any other sound. . At this scason they frequent fal-
lows, the lunks of a dver when flooded, and in or-
dinary state will often assemble on.the shingle to

dress and feed on the aquatic ipsects, some parts

being much more resortdd to than others. They
will also watcléthe appearance of the Pryganider, or
river-flies, whiclerise in troops at stated times ; and
#kile the tront make war on them as they rise and
leave their’ element, the zulls pursue thein on the
wing, skimming the surface of the water, and fol-
lowing the insect almost like swallows.  When the
ineect flight is over, the birds again settle ; but their
perceptions tell when it is again about to rise, and
before an observer cansletect them, they are azain
active, skinming and hovering over the stream.
When the young are able to travel they resort to
tlie shores, and in autumn they may be found in
Hutks, the young easily dn..mgulshed Ly their diffie-
rent plumage, the black bar at the end of the tail,
and their far weaker erve The Blacléheaded Gull

* Mr. Ynroll states that o gull belonging to the Zool. Sos,

rlu.nge-& fiom white to dark krewn In five- days, the colour
changing withont” any moult or mrniun of feathers.

L

]
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1=l 1.11 times to be met with on the copst in the
outh of Scotlaud during winter but in no propor-
«on whatever to thg large |t|.1mhur-: thut ulmu.l.lh'
resort inland to breed, and there, ean ]JL little doubf
that a partial migrition takes place to this country {n
spring, and from it again in autumn.  During win-
ter a few ascend rin'.-‘ retiring seaws ::d at night,
On the river Annan, ut (has seuson, sixfor foven may,
be daily seen singly following its coursé upwards in
the morning, resting and feeding :nnuu'-__; the shallows,
and at night wending their way again downwards,
They are at this sgason very shy, and iJL‘in:.;[ seldom
long at rest, are difficult toeapproach even with the
assistance of cover; and they will always turn .Lmhr
to a sufficient distanee from any obDet I.!H__n, nuﬂ|.cvt
They are }'nl.rhl.l.ﬂ‘lr itr choice of breeding placs,
at least same which we wounld think suited for them
are passed or deserted, and others more unlikoly are
selected.  We'possess b reedy loch which was for
many years a haunt of these birds, but the edges
were planted, and they left it; tem acars after-
wards, apd when the plantafion had -rm'ﬂ.ll "ups o
few pairs returned, and in time mm-.u,u:] to a large
colony, when an artfficial piece of water was made
by damming up a narrow pass in an extensive
muir nearly two miles (distast; thither e pulls
resorted thefollowing spring, leaving theis, 1!m:i|';:|t
ground, andhey have been ingreasing in numbers
for some years past.  In Scotlaud it extends to the
most northern countids, the Orkneys and Shetland.
On the Continent the Black-headed Giull stems also

-
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distributed, but we bhave ne detailed account of ats: "
habits there, and we have few memoranda of it S
extra-European ragge. The Zgological Socicty have 1.
reccived it from Egercom:® -

The next three sImﬂes of IJ]*IEL headed gulla are
only, accidentally, found in Irn..'uu, and are now in-
troduced thar attention “nay “be attracted ; : one of
them may be fmml] in some locality in the Orkneya
or the northern islands of Scotland ; they are easily
confonnded with the last by an inatfentive observer, * -

L L )
Tue Maskrp Gory, Lanvs capistRatus.—This ‘;';-'».
azpears to be egerywhere a rare species, and the p 23
smamples of it which have oceurred in Britain have
been few, amounting to five or six in number. We
hiave niov a specimen before us, and borrow generally | -
the Dritish information vegarding it.” The first spe- J
cimens were those in the collection of Mr: Bullock,
sold to Dr. Leach at the dispersion of lis collec-
tion, and said to be,taken with the yqung and
egzs in Urkney; and a third specimen lLas since
that time been procured from Ehetland. It has oc-
curred in Wales, and to Mr. Thompson in Ireland.
O the Continent a few igstances are also recorded), j
but we have no information of its breeding places, y, a
.

"

r— e

It may pmhnb]} b a northern species’; Temminek
states that it is found in Baﬂinu Bay and Davig' =
Straita.

e
* Yarrell
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= In tljis species the dark eolour of the, head does
not reach to the occiput, but.covers the forehead,
region af the eyes ngd eliceks gnd i::ﬂtﬁnli-i :Iu“n-
wi 1Tr1 on the l!lrlﬂl, anil fore part uf the ||1'|:'|..L § ﬂu_'
back of the head ind neck, ynder parts and tail, piire
white ; the mantle and wings pale grey; the bill,
legs and feet, .'u.'i.‘nrr]frli_: td Mr. Yarrell, yre brown-
ish red. In winter the durk eolour ®of the head iy
lust, and, accordine to the author \urr]mu: 1;11:}&_:]
there are a few dusky grey lines on tl;v:rmumn. and
a gmall patch gof 1Iu-h1. black under the eye, and
upon or under the ear-covers. L.'.'n;._zlll,l‘uuncuu
inches and a half. -

" -

covered in Britain, as drawn afd engraved, s=d

stood asge o
Ls

: -
: : - ;
Another species,® which has n+t yet been dis-

PLATE X XIIL

before the mistake was discovered ; it i8 very closely

allied to the Jast] and is asnative of the eoasts of
Southern Europe ; we bave thought it best to allow

this to remain and exhibit the distinctfons of the pale
mantle and pure white quills when contrasted with

" - -



THE LAUGHING GULL.

Larus gfricili=.
A p 3 3
i PLATE XXV.
1

\4,:1!.1 at jelaln, 'l’u ilif.— Black-winged or Laughing Gull of
British authors. - *

Tuis is even more tare than the Masked Gull as a
British visitant, and thg specimzn in the collection of
Col. Montagu sti: remeins the énly one that can be
clvimed to our Frana, it was dhtained in the month
of August in the shingly flats near Winchelsea. It
has l'.wr:n ‘noticed 5[::11'![!1‘;]} in South and South-
vastern l:.umpi_. This is ]'rm[mﬂ}' a North Ameri-
can species, and Mr. Audubon found it breeding
on the Tortuza Keys, New Jersey, at Gavelston in
Texas, and at (:mut—er"* Harbour; at the latter place
on the borders of a salt marsh bordering the sex
shore. It constantly ev inced "a dislike to rocky
shores, We possess specimens from Tobago.

The head, throat, aad fore part of the ucck. frrey-
ish black with a spot above anil below cach eye
white ; the lower part of the neck all zound, upper
tail-covars, tail, and all the under parts, pure white;
mantle and wings dark grey, tips of the greater-
covers, secondasies, and tertials, white; three first
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qurlls h!.'.u']i, slightly grexish at the base, the fourth

“and fifth black at the tips, with-the point white;

bill carmine red ; feeg and legs hpmmhh rml

Plate XX111. exhikits theelapus mr:’:r.iiau‘m’rri—iw,
Boye; in this the iead is black, and does not extent
so far down the front of the neck ; the back of the
noeck, mantle and ulnfﬂ wery pale grey ; quills
white at the tips, the outer web ufthl-'f'ht black to
within two inches of the tip; lil.:' bill” orange-red,
with a dark band across the ongle; Tegs and feet

brownish red.

" .

We now have to desegibe the Dritish series of
True Gulls, placing ene or two smeller species at
the cunchl-mn, as bemg morg, cexclufliv l:‘]} maritine,
and in some points J'--:IIanlllw with the petrels
with 1-"-]II‘;‘|I we commeneced L]'lu.'.fluml}, AI'he True
Giulls are mostly of large sige, and are alinost all
distinguished By two Hrlunfrs, pure white covering
the head, vent and under parts, and by n ll:l.ﬂu:r
mantle and wings of some grey shade. «One of the

lareest is. & -

e

Tue Grear Buack-Backen Gurn, Larus yani-
wus, Linn.—Gocland d  mandenye noir, Temm.—
Black-backedsor Gireat Black-backed Gull of British
authors—( Lenaeis, the Wagel, yarny).—This fine
species, the largest of our British gulls, is mush less
frequent than the next binl we shall deseribe; and
for which we think it_hns begn sometimes riistaken,

-
- -
& -
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'i \
at least when seen only in ﬂlght It is chiefly seeh in il
pairs in its adult plemage, is a comparatively shy and TN:F‘ .-

wary bird, and mav ke said to ke generally distributed
around the coasts of S:othind and England after the
season of inenbation, _,frrquentml* estuaries, but sel-
:l[:m straying far from the sea or inland along the
course of rivers.. In Irefand, from all our records, its
frequency and habits at this season are nearly similar.
In Europe, it has been found on the Italian shores,
and in Sweiden and ‘Norway, but we have no nutm‘}

|
I

e e S
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of its ‘abundance or rarity there. Towards the are-
tic circle it bacomes rare, but by Audubon is given
to North America, brecding on the shores of Labra-
dor for an extaut of three hundred miles; in winter a
the }‘oung-mig| e a=.dar as the Floridas. In Asia
o= Africa we appear yet to possess no authentic
traces of -its existence. The Great Blatk-backed
Gull breeds chiefly in marshes, and on the kind of ~ ]
tracts called in the northern islands of Scotland i
* Holmes,” being elevated flats of rather wet muir

or muirish -neadow ; the low lands about the estu-

ary of the Thames being an example of sthe first,

where Mr, Yarrell observes that this bird frequently |
breeds. In Orkney and Shetland, however, Mr.

Hewitson tells us that it breeds in places nearly
inaccess_ble, and in-large, companies, the space =f

haif an,acre supplying in one year o less than

sixty dozen of eggi.  We have ourscives observed /3"‘"”

a few pairs breeding on the Bass Rock in the Firth ”

of Farth, aod in one or. two simiardy insulated J

P

sitnations, and the negt was always placed on the
o
=

f
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flaf or grassy slope of these islets, never on the
precipitous part of the cliff, the eggs almost laid
on the ground, or with a sifalk portion f dried,
[rrass collected.  Mr. Duhn writes, in Orkney and
Shetland the Black-backed Gall © builds its nest on
small islands on stalks and the most inaccessible part
of the rocks.” The parent birds -'h-ﬁ;ull Hheir nest

from all winged aggressors, but an the more, fre- -

.-lm_T.tui islandd they seem to dread pore the pre-
sence of man, and soar high "over head; th}nn;_‘

" their anxiety by their continued hoarse eackle, and

only oceasionally '«-mtunnq a stoop at thD ag-
gTCEs0r.

A specimen shot ifi the Firth of "Forth in Fe-
bruary, and sent for _oue ube h} *Mr. Fenton of
Edinburgh, is in Ienf'ﬂi between t-‘-'H.,Ilt} -BIX i
twenty-seven inches ; * the exfent of tlm wings,
fully expanded, five fegt; the whole of the hme
neck, rump, tail, under wing-covers, axillary fea-
thers, and all the under parts of the Lody, pure
white ; the centre of the bagk and riantle deep
greyish Wack, the quills neafly black ; the second-
aries are tipped with white, forming a bar across
the wing ; the first quill is fipped with white for
nearly two inches, the second for a shorter space,
bt having o narrow black barfinterrupting "it near
the tip; tlm"‘llunl with a short white tifi, wnd the
fourth with a”short white tip sesceeded by black,
again succeeded by anarrow elouded bar of greyish

* Me Yorrell gives the mdlo ss thirty inclies, the termalo

as Lwenly-soven. o

L4
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S0 LIESER BLACK=-BAVKED GULL. .

white; the bili is strong, yillow when fresl, slightly -

tinted with greenich,—the mandible ou its angle
orangesred, and having in this an irregular dark L
=pot upon its eutting “edge, which crosses and ap-

pears on the maxilla also about half-way between

the nostrils and the tip; the legs and fect are livid,

or of a yellowisl grey tinted with pink. The larger

size, colour of the legs, and dark spot on the hill,

casily distinguishes this species from the next.

- e |.. g
. 4 —
] =
. J
- J i
: THE LESSER LLATK-BACKED GULL.
e *
ewraes Fuscus, LiNsEUS, o
PLATE XXVL
Laras fgscus, Linn—~Gocland i picd jonmes, Jemm—Leseer t

Block-backed, or Yeilow-legzed Gull of British aqthors.

Tris handsome specigs was I::mg confounded with

the last, from the great similarity of its plumage to
a«usnal observer. Itis <t once, however, distin-
guished by its lesser size and yellow legs, and it |
varips considerably in its habits belng much less |~
marit.me. It is a bird very generally distributed”
aromi.d our shores as well as those of Ircland, but s
Loth this and the last sometimes vary their breed-

' ¢




LEESER DRACK-DACKED GULL. J03

i stations ; thus, Me Yarrell stites, the Great
s iack-backed Gull is on our, south-eastern coast
a much more rare gpecics than thé 'Lr'w.r HLI.LL-
backed Gull, and ig thoss l'tl,'\t.llﬂ'-l- ﬂ.culloﬂ.l}

marsh breeder ; ‘while the, Lesser Blac L-h:!.t.L-‘..tl
Gull here as constantly resorts to the rocks and
cliffs. Generally we'have found, the nests of the
Lesser Black-backed Gulksomew int. m.I und on low.
lying extensive marshy moors, _|r on the islands
of fresh-water lochs.  On Isoch Awepwe found
soveral pairs bpeeding on the small islands there,
and we were repegtedly told by the-hoatmen that
they sometimes built theirwests on the trees ; which,
hiowever, we did not &ed, and at the time HL.chul_',
credited, though Mr. -.'Lu{]uhml s acunt of the Her-
ring Gull on llu. Labsador coast, scads us to think
that this snay sometimes be the.case. Colonies were
aleo met with on Lochs Shin and Lafghal; in
Sutherlandshire. We are saware of geveral stations
where precipitons sea-cliffs are selected ; one on the
Solway, which we have often visited, nestles a colony
of both Lesser Blavk-backed and Herring t-'uli'!, a
few unly of the nests of the latter being accessible.
This gull also folluw® the course of rizors for,many
miles inland. During w ml:_-r, spring, and auntumn a
fgw pairs may be constaptly seen upon the Annan,
fifteen mileg.from fts mouth, passing and repassing
daily from the sea; at this timglig is not very, shy,
and before being disturbed, will sail along the rver
within shot, qnly in passing gives utterance-to its
alarm note. It extends northward to Orfuey and

-

-



o HERRING GULL. -

Shetland. -On the lakes of the Continent :t.luppmfh

to be equally distributed as in Britain, extending
northward to "\Turwn}* and sowsh-eastward to Italy.
Mr. Yarrell also giwes 10 ir Barbary, Syria, Egypt,
thie Red Sea, and Trebisond, and Mr. Temminck say#
it has been reccived from the Cape of Good Hope.
We possess a gull from Sduthern Africa very similar,
but which we have hitherto considered distinet.
This bird in the breeding season +has the neck,

lower back, *ail, and under parts, white; the mauntle,

and wings deep blackish grey ; the ouills black, the

first having the tip and a broad bee white, the others |

with triangular white tips; the bill and legs are
vellow, the angle of the mandible orange, a ring of
veomilion-red su.pounds the eyelids; the length is
e ut twenty-thiee inches or two feet.  In winter
the head und pape-are streaked with pal® greyish
brown. The young resembles much that of the
last, but is alwavs muchless.

TIu:- sext three large species have thu mantle

p:dc shade, but are distinguished from each

-:ﬂhur by @ different distribution of the markings,
&e.  The most common is

Tur M earixe Gr, me ARGENTLTUS. Hdo'f’
land d mantoan - bue, Tlmm.—ﬂcri‘my Guil of
Britisk authors—The Herring Gull is generally ™
spread’ around Great Britain and Ircland, and is ex-
tended northward to Shetland ; it iz, howeyer, por-

S et



8 * HENRING GULL. 05

o hinjs moge loeal, searcely so abundant ag the last,
aud by Mr. Selby is considered vomparatively more
rare on the Northurabrian eddsty being thare sup-
planted by the lesser bladk-lincked species. Further
up the Firth it is not uncommion, and o large colony
hreeds on and seems to have taken possession for
themselves of a prt:-'.-i].r.itnu.-"u:iii'r o thy east side of
the Puffin Island, off North Bsrwivk Harbour.
We are award also of other partics, breeding on
similar situations on the Solway, accowiparied, as

-« we mentioned, with the preceding bird, and we be-

! lieve that marshy si4uations or islands én fresh-water
fochs are never sclected fr” this purpuw. On the
Continent it ranges ffom the cul-.lu ol «Francesto
those of Italy ; out UF] Azope, it is Zaid to be fourtl
at Madeira® and in Asia Minor.+ “Audubon fonfid”
the Herrifig Gull distributed in® America "f_l:mn the

« Gull’ of Mexico to Labrador, and describes the man-
ners of a colony which hé found .on Whitehead
Island in the Bay of Fundy. The Gulls here wete
breeding om the pine trees, sorge forty féet frem the
ground, others with the nest only seven or eight,
and placed close to fhe bole of the tree; others,
aguin, (what he considered tobe the ydunger brds),
mado the nest on the ground,  Mr. Frankland re-
cotlected when the birds somnienced to select tifie
trees, for they all previously built on the g cund 3
= and considered that it was an nrkti'nr:twt: care t'lmt
had induced them to breed out of reach, from the
nests on the gréund being constantly robbed,

* Dr. Hennikem. _ . 4 Mr. Strickland.
v



S0 GLAUCOUS.GULL. ¢

In summer the head, ndek, lower back,, tail ﬂﬂ:i e

edge of the wings,"and whole under plumage, pure
white ; - the mantle =und wings pale grey ; quills
erossed by a Mack-bar; brdad®on the first but after-
wards rapidly narrowing upon the others, and on
the sixth scarcely an inch in breadth; the first
quill with a whe tip; ‘the bill is a pale dull yel-
low,. angle of the mandible reddish orange ; legs
and .I'l-{t. grey, tinted with light red. In winter
the head s streaked with pale grt-}'ish brown.

” e r

The next two birds closely xesemble each other /
except in size, and also’the Herring Gull, differing
sl both at Gnce digtinguislied from the latter by
the quills wantilg theblagk at'their extremities. An
“example will b€ seen in our next plate, representing

e? j THE GLAUCOUS GULL,
-

Laitricy plascws,
T

PLATE XXVIIL

i

- ’ . 4

= lams glhncus, B —The Glausous or Large White- -
m:‘l,J;L'-l Gull gf" British mu‘.’m:e, .I:

Tims gull was first notiegd in Dritain by Mr.
Edordstone as a winter visitant Yo the Shetland
Isles, where o fow specimess were regularly seen

¢



A ' GLATGOUS GULL, 307

-

L R o s
«__every awtumn and winfer ; stray birds kave with-

im the last fiftcen years been ofitaingd at the sane
senson, in several of She Englishecounties, in Scot-,
land, and in Irelynd® On the Coptinent it also
oceurs accidentally, and is recorded by the northern
ornithologists. We possess a specimen killed in
winter in the Firth of Forth, and, for the last twe
winters a gull with white wings.has.oceasionally-
travelled up and down the river-Aupan for fifteen
miles, but has been so shy aS to baffle®all epdeu-
vours to procure it, In Shetland, Mr. Edmondstone
remarks, that when allured by carridn, it #* enters
the bays and boldly venfures inland.” Tt is an
Aretie bird, however| in its, breediiz habits, Jias
been observed by nearly all The n *rthern voyagcts,
and its habits described by several of them ; tlwse
are said to be extremely voratious, and qme dis-
gorged a little ank wlen struck by shot, a second
being found in the stomach of the same bird on dis-
section. It breeds on the projecting ledges of rocks,
but L..:LI:!,.nu h{:ﬁmh}' found the eggs o Cthe «gast of
Spitzberfzen, dl‘:pﬂ:llu] in the same way us those of
the tern, on the shingle above high-water mark.
The specimen alluded to s killed if the Firth of
Forth has the head, neck and under parts white,
clouded with pale elowc-’&mwrf, that colouf on the
crown and Thecks assuming the form of” wreaks ;
mantle and Wings pearl grey, sscindaries and sea-
pelars with white tips, quills for two or three inches
at the tips nedily pure white ; tail and upper covers
white, the former clanded with clove-brown on the

- - -
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outer wrih i fett and legs appear to have bign IT;*QIJ}_,““* 1
c -.'unr,' w Bill with a pale tip, across the angle
hrownis 1- ack, hasg pale flish-colour, “ In the

gy s » the grouml coloxr ut the I*]l.lliht“t‘ 18 I_
ot '-I-u white, lx Lnnl ar spotted with ].'ﬂ"‘ brown. |:
[eeraxp Gurrn, " Larps Ieenaxpicos, Ed- .1
f—reelund o I i ”.-".Hlf-:" i'""4'.-”_"-1'-'.'.I'l {;H'lflf r]_f' - :1|

h authors~—This speCics

£l

g0 very closely allied \

to the lask as oot tosbe casily distinguished except | |
by its lesser size and proportionally larger wings b |,
vhile some differences have been ehserved in its J'
habits), was also noticed<hy Mr. Edmondstone asan
easional visitant to Shetland p a few specimens haye A
hieve been killed tin the:English*shores; Mr. Thomp- ::

» hias observedtit in Ireland, and the same gen- 'r‘
tleman has noticed i%s appearance on the sfoth-west

coast of Scotland. We have occasionally seen - ]

* e - . =
what we considered to b this bird, en the shores R
of the Solway, and a young specimen before us was )

killed in the Firth of Forth. Like the last, how-
ever; it is also an Arctis bird; anfl was met with by
most of the Arctic expeditions. It was found breed-
ing in compary with the gl:lu-:.:nm'-: cull on the face
of the 2ame precipice, but at a muech less height and ,
m much greater numbers, . It is also found in Tee. -
land, and Faber has given an adtount oF its habits

there 5 it is a tame bied, following the'boats of the J——r
fishermen on shore, to feed on the refuse thrown: '
fromn thene, .

* Mag. of h':_: E!L-';t,

=
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: . COMMUN GOLL. J00
e A deseription of the last might serre for this
bird, adding, that the iE‘IJ-F{l-II-H m:l}r twenty-two

inches (that of the gther being figm t]urh o tlllrih
three), the wings esgeoding the tail in length; in
winter the Lead s streaked with greyish brown,

The young speeimen in our possession appears of a
dull Lrownish h'hiic-,:frum" the c]:uu“ng u(j,' that co-
lour on- the plumage ; on” the lw-‘il ﬂu.- brown as--
sumes the form of streals, 'mn:l on tho l||] and
“II]": of indistinet broken |n—|ﬁnn-rs., -®

]
L '3
i

Tus Coyyox l":: LL, Lanuos caxus— Mowetto
pried blwe, Temmn—Coninon Gull o -.f Drifish authors
{ Wanter Gull, the r,.ru:m:_r].—-T-‘m, Lirs, though smalfer
than any of the pmeﬁuﬂ specics, 3 imrﬁ_u ly tyi-
cal in l'r!r-n, and to a person resident ot _ distance
from the coast, will lst.‘ﬂl..ijw be that with which
he is best acqu: inted : : Yor uu auturgn, winter, and
spring, it roams far inland, feeding on the fullows
and pastures, and after-floods on the inuntiateg lands;
always, however, rftiring to e coust at mgh{ Tts
breeding stations are fﬂ.quulﬂ} on precipitous rocks
by the sea, where wi have scen it genemlly away
fram the other gulls. It also resorts to thie shore
of freshi-water lakes, and, to tkeir islands, Ureeding
there on the grourmd, though in onc insteee we
found it usings the walls of o ruii «n which sereral
nests were placed. The Common Gull is very* genc-
rally distribute] over dur, islands, reaching Dl‘k:m}'
and Shetland.  On the European slivres il is also

- - #
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frequent, reacl ing southwerd to Spain and to ['u'-
bisond. A bird under the same name is also intros
duced in the U Northern Zoology, which is said to
spread northw anl as faras Arctic America, breeding
there and rutmtl" ﬁmlt]l'ﬂ'nrd when the winter sets
in,

In the summer or brecding state, the head, neck,
tha mmp.and tdil, and all the under surface of the
bird are pure white, the mantle, scapelars and wing-
SOVErS pt‘r'l grey, quills black with white tips; the

bill is greyish green passing into yellow at the tip; |

eyelids vermilion red ; legs and feet greenish grey.
In winter, the head, siles of the neck aud nape,
are streaked with brocoli-brovm.

The young hive I.hiltupll:ler plumage clove-brown,
*ha feathers masgined with greyish white; under-
neath the; are cloud~d with a paler brown, the degree

varying with age; quills blackish grey; the basal .

part of the tail white, with the other part black,
tinped with greyish white.

In TJIE tv-o birds which follow, the form slightly
varies, "ir: the first the feet are more temrhke, the
webs deeply eut ; while the second, a truly mari-
time bird, lecds to the petrels.-

Tm:‘ Ivory Guour, Larvs Eucryreus.— Larus
candidus, Flem. — Moustte banche on sanctiur,

Temmr. —Ieary Gull of British awthors—It is to~

Mr. Edmondstone also that we are indebted for the
first notice of the Ivory Gull as a British Lird, the

1:-*-—--.,\_1
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L]
gpeciman was shot in Balta Sound, Shetland ; an- »
aother was killed in the Firtle “of Ulyde, both in
immature plumage p since it* has only begn agaiy
noticed onee, as recerded Ty Mr. Thompson in his
report on the Fauna of Ireland, a specimen l:l.*ﬁug_
noticed in o field near Tralee. On the conti-
nental shores it is also Yery ras:, Appering, ac-
cording to northern arithologiste. mare frequently
nortiward. Hs proper resorts are the high Arctic
latitudes, where it is met withh both bysthe whaling
vessels and byenearly all the northern expeditions,
Dr. Richardson olserved it breeding on the eliffs of
Cape 'nrry in lat. 707, -®

An Arctic specimenn of this ]rm] ts cotirely pure
white. In the dried styge, s<he b 2l is dark at Gae
base, apparently grcvﬁi:‘h prey, the tip before 4%
nostrils \"._Huwi.-jh + Lthe feet um]'h.'-r-t hruwﬁish black,
VOry ].11:1- nnfeathered Spaces: ﬂ.er.- the tarsal joint ;
the feet small, the webs déeply enty  In the young
state it is more or less varied with hlucklﬁh grey and

brown. - p i
= ;

Tue |{]TT[1'.'AHI—:.’ Lianvs missa, Lien.— Rissa
Brunnichii, Stoph—Mouetty tridactgle, Temm.—
Kittiwake of Britisk ‘authors (Tarrock, the yeung).
~-This small but handsome spécies is truly maritiowe
in habits, awd recefles slightly from the typ~ in the
imperfect development of the hallax, the backevard
position of the legs, and the weaker tarsi. ‘Itis a
bird widely d;stnbutcd, ard breeds in most sditable
localities on all our shores from Shetland to the Isle
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ul Wight. Gonerally speaiking, it may be h:'mft‘d P
a summer visitant, e great mass of birds h.-mmf"

their stations after in~ubation, 1 few only remaining”

over winter or migraticys from some other latitude.
Meming mentions it in winter; Me Yarrell is con-

fident he has scom it in winter on the coasts of
Dorsetshire or Hampshite; on the Scotch coasts,
howover, it 148 ch!n.ini}' rure at that scason: in the
Firth'of Forth it is sometimes scen, cud in January

last (1843} Mr. Fenton in Edinburgh had a newly
killed specimen, which we examined, Tt breeds on jp——
previpitous recks, never we believe in low situa- |/
tions, and on approacking one of their stations

the air resourds with the zall of ¥ Kittiwake,” .
ul*ered distinefly : “:‘lcn-r"-.-. ithout doubt, their
eommon name. It is a gull which does not venture

inland, antl feeds ex-lusively on the proddetions of

the sea. Chese birds often fcrllr.:rw the nlmnh of young

fish and are shot for the sake of the feathers in g‘rﬂt
numbers, apparently not willing to leave their prey.

On the European shores it ranges as far south as i
Italy | and, Mr. Yarrell states, 1s found in winter

at Genoa ; but it seems to be more a northern bird ;
oceurring abrndantly in Iecland, Spitzborgen, &e.,

and was met with by the Aretic voyagers in the

hirhest latitudes which were reached. Mr. Audu- {/
bon reeords it in the autumnal dnd winter months,

from the mouth of the Mississippi to the coast of =—
Maine, and found it breeding on the famous Gannet

rock in the gulf of 8t Laurciice, andfon the shores ¥
of Labraflor.

P e, T |
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« I the breeding seasont the hiead, nivels, s tail and
giler plumage are pure white ; +he mantle, seap-
rs, back and wings, [r-"Lrl-nf:'!.' & the quille with
the ends black, Lhn colous ruuning aleng the whole
outer web ol the ILI‘*-i, and an the se u}ml third, and
fourili to a gradually h-mr extont ; the bill is green-
ish yellow, the ins |-]|' of the mmlih r||;-||-r| didish
orange-yellow ; leps and febt "rum-]l ]al k. . In
winter, the featkers in front of the ey ¢, the end of
tlie auricnlars, and the occiput, fhading downywards
—_ the back of the neck, are pale blackish grpy.
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DIRECTIONS FOR THE BINDER.

== Witir the present and concluding Volume of the
Naturanists LisRary, TIIL".PI.'I.‘}“.&I!L‘T now furnishes
a set of New Titles, nmuﬂ:*d in "vnanhﬁc ﬂr{iﬂr.
so that when the Wofk ig br'dml l.r'[r complete I'z‘,
the Cabinet or Lihnr}'f these T |llr_'s are to be sto-
wtltutml for the others ‘Mudt .l.pp{-“lrl.'d wiile the
Hunk was being published. - 2

In the event of any of the Volumes being
done up rswpumu-lyh of course the other stparate
Titles are to be used, and those with _ll:e words
“ NatunanistTs Lingany” upon them -abandored.
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