Chinese Banyan: Ficus benjamina L.; Family- Moraceae

Ficus benjamina L. belongs to the family Moraceae, closely related to the banyan tree or Bat
and Peepal or Aswatha, etc. all commonly referred as fig. In English it is known as Weeping
Fig, also java fig, Benjamin tree due its pendulous branches. It holds some significant cultural as
well as mythological importance, particularly in Hinduism and Southeast Asian folklore. In
some culture it is associated with deities, spirits, spiritual growth and also a sacred tree.
Presently there are so many cultivars mostly grown as street tree for shades by its crown. So
many cultivars including some of the variegated foliages are mostly grown for beautification of

gardens and parks.
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