
















































































































































































































































































130 THE HAND BEHIND THE TRAWLER 

together the great jig-saw puzzle of life in the 
sea is not easy. To-day we still know 
very little, sometimes nothin5 at all, of the 
private lives of thousands of kinds of quite 
common sea animals. 

" But," say some people gazing at all the 
"lab" workers bent over their microscQpes, and 
" messing about " with all kinds of tiny ani­
mals, which, one must agree are quite uneat­
able, " how does all this help to fill my 
pantry? " It helps a great deal. In the " food 
chain " picture you will see how one animal 
may eat only microscopic piants, but in its 
turn is eaten by some other creature , which is 
eaten by c:::: of our food fish, such as a 

l:!.IMC>i -EATS 

herring or a plaice. Very rightly the scientist 
argues that if the microscopic plants are 
increased there will in time be bigger and better 
pli:i-ice. This was tried out in a Scottish loch . 
Tons of phosphate and other chemicals known 
to be plant foods, were tipped into the water, 
and sure enough the plaice grew twice as large 
and fat as the plaice leading a haphazard, 
eat-what-you-can-find sort of life in the sea 
outside. 

INTERESTING DISCOVERIES 
That is just one example of the useful dis­

coveries now being made every year in our 
marine laboratories. But that is only a fraction 
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228 WILD LIFE OF AFRICA ·. 

Grace and power are the characteristics of these lionesses on the prowl along a track in the 
Kruger National Park. They are always alert and watchful, ready to confront any danger. 

Even leopards have their lighter momtnts, and this pair at Belle Vue, Manchester (far away 
from their native haunt s) are having a friedly and frivolous frolic together. 
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236 \ WILD LIFE 

They Jive on the banh of rivers in Equatorial 
Africa and are great swimmers and divers. 
Likli the okapi, this little animal comes of a 
very ancient family and its only other relatives 
live in Asia. 

RIVER HOGS 
The river hogs are a widely scattered groue. 

There are some in Ethiopian Africa, and a 
smaller variety" in Madagascar. Long tufts of 
hair grow from the tips of the ears, and the 
animal has a wide range with several local 
races differing a good deal in colour. i special 
characteristic is the great development of the 
ridges on the skull of full-grown boars, the 
upper pair projecting as crests above the line 
of the face. The southern or Cape race is 0 

greyish yellow in colc1'dr; but in the Lake 
Mweru district and Nyasaland there is a 
reddish race. The boars stand about thirty . 
inches at the shoulder. 

The most remarkable member of the race 
is the red river hog of West Africa. It is 
generally considered the dandy of the family, 
having greatly developed ear tufts and being 
bright reddish brown in colour with a black 
face and white spectacle-like rings round the 
eyes. These brightly-coloured swine associate 
in large groups throughout well-wooded dis­
tricts on the banks of rivers. 

One of Nature's nightmares is the forest 
bog of the Equatorial forests of Mount Kenya 
and the Nandi district near Lake Victoria. 
It is a huge, coal-black pig having a coat of 
long black hair. On the face of the old boars 
are a pair of huge flattened warty growths 
below the eyes that look just like the large 
fungi that grow on decaying tree-trunks. It is 
the largest member of this ugly family and 
ranges between the dark depths of the Ituri 
forest and the Cameroons. 

THE HIDEOUS WART HOG 
Hard ly less hideous are those rather terrify­

ing-looking creatures, the wart hogs, unique 
in the most extraordinary shape of their heads 
and their violently curved tusks. Th,t! huge 

• head looks almost too big for the body, with 
its ungainly muzzle and the unsightly warts 
below the '<!yes, together with smaller ones 
just aQ,ove the great curved tusks. The se tusks 
CUf\'e both upwards and inwards, and can 
grow to a length of over two feet. Unlike the 
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This ugly animal is the river hog. Note the 
long tufts of hair growing from the tips of the 
ears and the high ridge on the forehead. 

tusks of ordinary wild swine, the upper ones 
are much longer than the lower pair. 

The animal is found south of the Zambezi. 
Its black bide is bare but for a growth of 
reddish hair surmounting the head between 
the ears and extending along the nape of the 
neck. Like most swine, they lurk in thickets 
and ravines during the day, coming into the 
open at dusk to feed. They associate in herds 
of from eight to ten in number, the old males 
living alone. Their tusks are used for digging 
up roots of which they are very fond, and 
also for defence. They are excitable but not 
usually courageous. If really hard-pr essed 
they will, however , turn with tail erect and 
inflict severe wounds on their attackers with 
their terrible tusks . 

They generally occupy the desert ed borrows 
of ant -bears or other animals, and will bound 
out in a kind of somersault, frequently sur­
prising the hunter in doing so and knocking 
him over. 

THE RIVER HORSE 
Hippopotamus is the ancient Greek word 

for river horse, but why the ancient Greeks 
shou ld have so named it is puzzling. It is a 
very swift swimmer and much faster on lan d 
than its appearance in a zoo would suggest. 
Possibly this is the reason, but it is quite 
unlike a horse. 

Ugly and unwieldy though the river horse is, 
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