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SYSTEMATIC INDEX

Order PasserirorMeESs (cont)

Family cAMPEPHAGIDAE * Cuckoo-Shrikes and Minivets
Brownbacked Pred |"|.1_.'i‘.L[I'I:l'r--“i.‘ll.':kr:. Hemepues ficatus r'ulm'.'.-.'a'h' {Hors-
fieled e
Blackbacked Picd Flycatcher-Shrike, Hr".'.'lfu' fw.l.!.l.'t Jru.-rr.!a.:. I"1}]x|‘1|
Ceylon Pied Flycatcher-Shrike, femipur picatus legrei Whistler
:"\'I'|I.'1] Waood Shrike, ']r'.,.|| Fosid R g (] aris ,I"-"||- Tai] Iilu-!"..‘-'ll-ll'l
Malabar Wood Shrike, Ti ;’Jlr-u'-r-'lr'- gilaris sylvicofa Jerdon s
Sind Waood Shrike, T I|'J.|'|.l-l formis o ficeriantis JI"rJH.'.{J"r-. I'icchurst -
Indian Wood Shrike, Teplirodornis pondicerianus pondiceriames {Gmelin)
Ceylon Wood Shrike, 7 efpfrodornis pondicertanns affinis Blyth a
Indian Lar ge Cuckoo-Shrike, Coracing nopaehollandiae macer { Liesson )
Himalayan Large Cuckoo-Shrike, Coracina novachollandiae nipalensis
{Hodmson) : - o
Cevlon Laree Cuckoo-Shrike, Coracina s

potetiodlandiae lapardi (Blyth)
Andaman Large Cuckoo-Shrike, Ceracina novachollandine andamana
|:}~.-1'||I|:|.|.||.Ii:.. =% " = % d 1 .
Barred Cuckoo-Shrike, Coracing sirtala dobsoni (Ball Tt o
Dark CGirey Cuckoo-Shrike, Coracing melasehesior melasehisios ( H-’u|:|_|hl_'|r1 ]
Himalayvan Blackheaded Cuckoo-Sheike, Coracina melanoptera mela-
naptera (Rippell r ain a =
Peninsular Blackheaded Cuc L.u ==l ||]\1 Coractia ?flr'|r.1.l|'|l_lll.l!e'.l'1£ _'..1'ﬁ._-5|f
(Strckland)
Micobar Pied Cuckoo-Shrike, fe-m.:.lr.lrr migra davisom Il-n.!nn- i
Morth Indian Scarlet Minivet,  Pericrocolus _,I'.l.-ru"m'r.r,r Llf,lr.:'g'.-,a“.'_;
(Latham) .. g atd
Andaman Scarlet Minivet, Jr‘r.ln Fi l!ln |r|r|||'r“'|'|'||"| .'..'ru.llu.lr.l.'rrrl.u‘.'r'\.u Hl..u. il
Peninsular Indian Searlet (or Orange) Miniver, Pericrocotus fanmmens
fammers (Forster o e i L T S
Burmese Searlet Minivet, Perferocofies Tamimers _|r-.l'.'|'I'rI{'|'|rIJ1 swanhoe ..
East Indian Secarlet Minivet, Perrcrocolus __.".r.:rrlr.l.'rl.:'.' serrorather Whitstler
& Rinncar .. o ;
Shorthilled Minmivet, Peri rrlr:lf'rt bree |r-'.'I,rhlI freps r_.-|._"r.l| |'\ IEars) I
West Himalayan Longtuled Minivet, Perterocofis ethologus _|rrr. ilaerns
Bangs & |'h1|||.|h e :
East Himalavan Longtailed "'-hrl vel, .Ir'll'rl'l'Fl'I'-'H' s ebh s J’.r r*.'- Mayr
Magaland Longrailed Minivet, Pericrocofus ethologus mariae Ripley .,
Yellowthroated Minivet, Perfcrocatis selarts sofaris Blvth
Rosy Minivet, Perferocotus rosens rosets { Vieillot) Y b K
Ashy Minvet, Pericrocofus droaricatus divartcatus { Rallles) :
Sind Small Minivet, Pericrocotus cinnamomens pallidis Baker -
Morthern Small Minivet, Perterocofus cinnamorews peregrinns { Linnaeus)
HI_I[l‘iH T qﬂn-l” ‘\:i:]i'ﬁ'l:'l. .I”:']'.'.rl‘r.ln"l:]f.'n". I"f‘n'u'n'fl]"l FNETLS 1_'[‘"”"[.'1:‘]”:{"!
(Linnacus) .. : y
Malabar Small Minivet, Fericroce a-n".:\ LN s r.r.rr.ubmrr Tif I(:r'lu‘]mﬁ
1092 Eastern Small Minivet, Pericrocofus einnamornens sividus Baker
Whitebellied Minivet, Pericrocoli erytiirapygius exytiropygius ( Jerdon)

=

K

Familv trenipag : Fairy Bluchirds, Ioras, Leafl Birds

MNorthwestern Iora, Aegithina tiphia sepitentrionalis Koclz i &

Common lora, Aepithina tiphia frgh’uz {Linnaecus i = i

Central Indian Tora, Aegithing tiphin humer Baker 25 =

Peninsular Indian lora, Acgithing fipfa decgrnans Fls :II, = 1

Cevlon Tora, Aegithine tiphia multicolor (Gmelin) i el -3

Marshall’s Tora, Aegithing migrofuiea (MMarshall) Ak B 2
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SYSTEMATIC INDEX

Order PasseriForMESs (cont)

Family camMrErnacinan: Cuckoo-Shrikes and Minivers
Bron \rlh wcked Pied Flyeate hl r-Shrike, Femipee pacatus capitalis (Hors-
field)
Blackbacked Mo l Flves I.[I_"llll "thnl\\.: fff?r]ff.-rn f.-rr.-urrn _g':.-'.-.u.'.l.': |_'H:.-].;4.-_1.:|
Ceylon Pied Flyeatcher-Shrike, FHemifs picatus leggei Whistler
Nepal Wood Shrike, Tephrodornis gularis pelvica (Hodgson) . .
hlalabar Wood Shrike, Tephrodornis gularis sylvicola Jerdon
Sind Wood Shrike, Teplrodornis pondicerianus pallidus Tiechurst
Indian Wood Shrike, Tephrodornts pondicerianus lf.-.arp"i;rn'um.l; (Gmelin)
Ceylon Wood Shrike, .Iraff-' rodarnis pondicerianns affinis Blyth
Indian L arge L koo-Shrike, Coracing no achollandine macel {Le 5001}
Himalavan L arge Cuckoo-Shrike, Coracing novarkollandiae mﬂnf:u;rf
{ Hodgson )
Ceylon Large Cuckoo-! .Lnk: Coracing nooarhollandiae Loy fi .'L]_iE}l_}.}
Andaman Large Cuckoo-Shrike, Coracing novachollandiae andamanea
(Meumann) . .
Barred Cuckoo-Shrike, Coracina 1."r dala rf TR 0] ]L;]l.
Drark Gre ¥ Cuckoo-Shrike, Coracina melaschisios .'u”nrfrlj..rr.n: rT!’n[|H\-,|_|r]|
Himalavan Blackheaded Cuckoo-Shrike, Coracing rj-u-f‘g.u,.-:!l_l.[,,-.rd mreda-
riofilera ]{H;‘.q:ll: 113 e i Azt alid
Peninsular Blackheaded Cuc L.- - ';\|:r|L| Coracina melanoptern sykest
Strickland ity i it i it
MNicobar Pied Cuckoo-Shrike, Coracina nigra davisont {Kloss) :
North Indian  Scarlet .'\.iirln'r-'.. Pericrocolis _,l'.I'.-.-.r.'.-.'.-.'c.'.'_'. _1||",l.-:.rj:|_-_1ra,1;
{ Latham) o' o - o n e
Andaman Scarlet \I'Inl'-. ', Pericrocatus flammens andamanensis Beavan
Peninsular Indian Scarlet (or Orange) Minivet, Pericrocofus flanmeus
famemens (Forster)
Burmese Scarlet Minivet, Frrh rocalies ,'l’r:rm.lrr'.l-. lI'.'r.'.rd :.:m’u-r humhm
East Indian Searlet Mumwet, Pericrocofis _Iﬂl.:p,l.-.l.-rrrl. sernirader Whistler
& Rannear .. 1]
Shoribilled Minivet, J’rr.'. roco rm b .lrus.nn !.lr.:.:urur;n "\.'ir-m-.,
West Himalayan Longtailed Minivet, Pertcrocetus ethologas favillacens
Bangs & Phillips
East Himalavan Lon o 1iled I"l\.|:;||;||.-.r L, f’rrffnlrﬂﬂu ¢ il .r.-.- PqIL] Ll.-g'"-‘ e ayT
Magaland Longtailed Minivet, Pericrocotus ethologus mariac Ripley
Yellowthroated Minivet, Pericrocoins solaris solaris I”"-L'!l.
]tﬂ'ﬁ Manavet, Perferocolus roseis rosers { Vie illot)
Ashy Minivet, Pericrocofur divaricatus divaricatnr ( Rallles)
sind Small Minivet, Pericrocotus einnamomeas pallidus Baker
MNorthern Small Minivet, Pericrocolus einnamoineii peregrinms (1 mr;,g-r“ﬂ
Southern Small Minivet, Pericrocolus cinnamomens  eilnarmomens
[Linnacus) ..,
Malabar Small Minivet, f’tr!-"-'r-'t'u!ln cinnamomens malabaricir ..(.nu_,hu}
1092 Eastern Small '\-hl'l:'-.: at, Perfcrocofus cinnamomens vividus Baker
Whitebellied Minivet, Pericrocotus erythropygius erythropygius (Jerdon)

Family trREninAg : Fairy Bluehirds, Toras, Leaf Birds
WNorthwestern Tora, Aegithing tiphia septentrionalis Koelz
Common lora, Aegithing tiphia tiphiz (Linnaeus)

Central Indian Tora, degithina tipfhia humei Baker 3
Peninsular Indian Tora, Adegithing tiphia defenani Finll
Ceylon Tora, Aegithing tiphia multicolor {Gmelin)
Marshall’s Tora, Aegithinag rigrolutea (Marshall)

L
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SYSTEMATIC INDEX

vili

1190 Manipur Longbilled Scimitar Babbler, Pometorfines ochraceiceps
austent Hume . . A

1191 Slenderbilled Scimutar H bl Il. r, J|.|f’u: fediiis g ."'”' tliares superciliares
Blvth A L

: ilfares

1192 Assam  Slenderbilled Hi'iuul..n' "-ﬂﬂﬂl'l'. ,"I-'-'_e'"l.'*-'j'. nehus  superei
imfextns Ripley i

1193 Longhilled Wren- H|.||l||.-:: Rima Blvih

1194 Streaked Wreen-Babibler nl" sthera brevie a strtafa | Blyth)

1195 Austen’s Small Wren-B: thh r, Napothera epelepidota roberti (Godwin-
Austen & Walden ) . .

1196 Grant's YWren-Babbler, ,‘H'--'I:"-If-"nl'.f..' |'J"'.|:I|'II"-I.'-'.r-3
Cirant) . = "5 -8 i

1197 Western So Ll'\h‘l_l. a-ln[ ‘-"u'rt':l.-]{llnl-l-'r. Procpyea albiventer pallidior
kannear 4 -1 4 . ]

1198 Eastern Scaly }}r-,'._;xllz-.l 1||".'|;-'|:|v!5.;'|:l]||l‘|'_ Procpypa albiventer albiventer

tor malacopitius

Frtlaticodiiy L L ".:'|.|1.'|r'-

||[1rl.!1.{=lrl] . . "4
1199 Brown Wren-Babbler, Pr --,l' ga pusilla pusiila Hodgson
1200 ‘Tailed Wren-Babbler, Spelacormis ...':. datus (Blvth
1201 Mishmi Wren-Babbler, '\'r fia 1§ IEig-I--r
1202 Lengtailed Wren-Babbler, Spela fus (Moore)

Frl

1203  Streaked Longtailed Wren- Hl.hba--r Nr ':. NFTTE o
(Godwin-Austen & Walden Y i : ! e
1204 Chin Hills Longtailed Wren-Babbler, Speleeornis chocolatinus oafes

(Rippon) . o H .
1205 Spotted Longt: -u| =] "I-"- ren-B: Lh4 ler, '5"."-'-'=-'='-'J"-'!IL troplodytoides
Kinnear : e i
1206 Spotted Shore-tai |.rl| 'l.'l.1. 1- R.l.|||:||. r,
1207 Sikkim Wedgebilled Wren, Sphenocichla
1208 Cachar .illl.'l..'h’:ll,:l:'J alled YWren, .\'lf‘ benocich
& Walden

mosis {Walden) ..
tei { Mandelli
robert: Godwin-Austen

1209 Assam Redironted B: nlm er, Stackyris rufifrons ar mbrena { Harimeton
1210 Redheaded Babbler .'..,f. efs roficeps Bly I|:|

1211 Blackchinned I'i.l.-.:ﬂ.].r. N.’..f';lr hrr-' wfrs Blyth

1212 Nepal Goldenheaded Babbler, Stachyris chrysaea ef i I\ .n. 0
1213 Clhan Hills Goldenheaded |‘r.|.h"-1|'r "-" “ yris chry Hnnjw 1
1214 Blackthroated Babbler, Stachyris .'.': ¢ migricefrs Blyth

1215 Mlishiou Blackthroated !5:.1:]||rr o ':.'||"l'. cori Ri ||,1:.

1216 Assam Blackthroated Babbler, Sia adix Ripley

1217 WNagaland Blackthroated B |.E:-'|:u|-“' Sl |4.":.. 5 MEgT Lr-b: r:-.n'.r:rj Harington
1218 Austen’s Spotted Babbler, Stachyris oplei f_ullh'-lll. Austen) i
1219, 1230 Mount Ahn ";‘!.'h.:'r.l:‘i]u'n.l.l:rﬁ.l Babbler, Dumetia -"..l'.p.'.l.m abuensis

Harington : an
Whitethroated Babbler, .”'1 netia hiyperythra a u.L daris |-:[,,-_'|l

]

12 Rufousbellicd Babbler, Dumetia -'_1.ﬁ|~'..'.l ra hyperyihra (Franklin

12 Cevlon Whitethroated Babbler, Dumetia nperythra phillipsi Whistler

1224 Blackheaded Babbler, Rhopocichla atriceps atriceps ( Jerdon) .. 3

122 Kerala Blackheaded Babbler, &4 el hla atrice s Dotrdilion Hume

1226 Ceyvlon Dry Zone Blackheaded Babbler, Rbopocichia m'r.'.-'f,lfl riccais
Wihastler o

1227 Cevlon Wet Zone Bl !.IJ-JH aded “ 1h|1|t r, HJJ.IM ichla airiceps nigrifrons
(Blyth) k U 2 .

1228 Yellowbreasted B: I.|:l1:l]l: G '”.h romows guleris ruby .'.;."f-J.rJIr:' V]"u'F;ﬂ']E

1229 Redeapped Babbler, Timalia pileala c.rr...,r.'.": nsiz Grodwin-Austen

1230 Weatern Yellow-eved Babbler, Chrysomma sinense kypolewcum (Frank-

lin) i s 15 2 e
1231  Yellow-eved B 1.Frl:]:'l Civrvsamena stnenie stnemie (Gmelin)
1232 Cevion Yellow-eved Babbler, Chrysomma sinense nasalis { Legoe)
1233 Sind Babbler, Chrrsomma alfrrosire seindicum (Harineton)
1234 Hume's Babbler, Chrysomma altirostre griseigularis (Hume)
1235 Bearded Tit-Babbler or Reedling, P-m'.zr. Brarmicut russions 'Hn_hnt

148
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151
131
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Grest Parrotbill, Conestoma armedivm Hodgson
Brown Parrotbill, Paradoxornis unicolor (Hodgson) ‘
Fulvousfronted Parrotbill, Paradoxernis fuleifrons fulvifrons -"['1ur.|.g-l.m‘.|
Tibetan Fulvousfronted Parrothill, Paradaxornis fulvifrons chayulensis
{ huinnear) ‘s e i s viu " o
Garhwal Parrothill, Paradoxernis mipalensis garfwalensis Fleming &
Traylor -
Ashy-cared Parrothill, Paradoxornis rlli"rll'frlﬂi Hj'-'lil-l'l" i) ||E"{il-5\ﬂ'll}
Blackfronted Parrothill, Paraddxornis fralru."u sis hinmii {Sharpe)
Blvth's or Assam Orange Parroibill, Paradexernis !Irlﬂ-ﬁ-rfh"il'l j:l:-a'.'nfr'r
(Blyth) :
Tibetan Small I|I T rul]n’l Pnr.m‘ ANORRLE Jrafr J.l'.‘um. CrorafTis lxm.u-(.lr
Mizo Hills Parrotbill, Paradoxornis nipalensts j'mfr.rrm' Koele ..
Lesser Redheaded Parrotbill, Paradoxornis  alrosuperciliaris  oalesi
(Sharpe) .t ¥ " ‘e ia e oL
Blackbrowed Parrothill, Paradaxernis atrasuperciliaris afrosufer iltaris
{Godwin-Austen )
Greater Redheaded Par Itr1.|.II!|. Pllrnrl-f-'fl-:r” [[X] Hl‘_,lll-l'fll"'r ”l'ﬁﬂ_lfl" Hl'rl.li
Assam Redheaded Parcothill, Paradoxeris rificeps bakeri (Hartert) .
Grevheaded Parrothill, Paradoxornis gularis pularis Gray A
Assam  Grevheaded Parrotbill, Paradoxernis  pularis r:rnnjn’r|:m|’f:
{Hartert)
[::'-'mh] s or Blackthroate r.I j"nrr(}'hl]l ParJrJ.ce'.nurrrnj.l'u |rc-:-Er.l1ﬁf urm.rru
Gould
Whitethroated F' "rutlnl.l Pa rrJ-'.I'-' KOFIES .er.r.Jfl:-uHrl- 1L|.R"|d
Afghan Babbler, Turdoides caudatus huttont (Blyth)
Common Babbler, Turdoides caudatus cawdatus {IJuulurﬂ'l
Western Striated Babbler, Turdoides earle soniping { Koelz)
Striated Babbler, Turdoides rarlei earfei (Blyth)
Slenderbilled Babbler, Turdoides longirosiris | i[n-:ipnu
Large Grey Babbler, Turdoides malcolmi (Sykes)
Rufous Babbler, Turdeides subrufus subrufus ( Jerdon)
Kerala Rulous Babbler, Turdoides subrufus fiyperythrus (Shi ern
Sind Jungle Babbler, Turdoides striatus sindianues (Ticehurst)
Peninsular Jungle Babbler, Turdoides striatus orientalis ( Jerdon)
Bombay Jungle Babbler, Turdoides siriatus somervilfei (Sykes)
Malabar Jungle Babbler, Turdoides strimbus malabaricus { Jerdon)
Orissa Jungle Babblzr, Turdoides striatus orissae Jerdon
H:']L_r_f.Ll_Jun-.:!'.' Babbler, Turdoides striqins striatus (Dumont)
evlon Rufois Babbler, Turdoides rufescens (Blyth)
‘n. hiteheaded Babbler, Turdoides affinis affinis { Jerdon)
Cevlon Whiteheaded Babbler, Turdoides affinis taprobanus Luph ¥
Spiny Babbler, Turdofdes nipalensis (Hodgson) ' )
Chinese Babax, Babax lancealatus woodi Finn
Giant Babax, Babax waddelli waddelli Dresser
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COLOUR PLATES

.""!n.'l.l' || |:‘|-i'\ H'E.ln'llrlf? § I..l.! -,rlfrrr.‘._f'fﬁ

(SE) species extralimatal (RE) = race extralimital

Plate 65, facing page 16
0. V. COWEN

Schoenteola plalyura, Broadniled Grass Warbler (1546)
Perierocotus Tammens _If.ll..".'.'.'r:."n f, Urange Manvet (1OBL)
§ socidl Ashy Wren-Warbler (1517)
Cisticala juncides saly , Kerala Streaked Fantail Warbler (1499)
I ephirodornis p is splvicola, Malabar Wood Shrike (1068)
Hemipues picaius picatus, Blackbacked Pied Flycatcher-Shrike (1065)

Plate 66, facing page 48

A, M. HUGHES

1 Lanius eollurioides, Chestrutr |[|'J|'||"r'.i Shrike (© |:,:-H:‘-

£ Lanius eri ristatus, Brown Shrike (949)

3 Lar color, Blackheaded Shrike (948)

4 Lanius lephronotus tephronotus, Tibet Greyvbacked Shrike (945)

o Hi 5 fucatus picatus, Blackbacked Picd I"if-.'r_.l.l,i'h-:_'r-"'il wirike I:[{]“-ﬂl:.
6 Teplrodornis gularis felvica, Mepal Wood Shrike [1067)

7 Teplrodornis pondicerianus pondicertanmes, Indian Wood Shrike (1070)
B Pericrocolus flammens speciosus, Worth Indian Searlet Minivet {1080}
9 Pericrocotus erythropygins (albifrons), Whitebellied Minivet (1096 RE)
L0 Pericrocotus einmamomens vividus, Eastern Small Minivet {1095)

Plate 67, facing page G4
A. M. HUGHES

1 Pomatorkins 5-:’:'-I."'|.'I-|'rl|'i|' ::.‘Ila.".-'_'.-.'.".'-l 1. Slat :L'hl'.;r,rr:l Seimitar Babibler {| 169 [{E}
2 Tumalia pileata bengalensis, Redeapped Babbler (1229)

3 I:".'-;,lr_|.'t.-r,l.-.'.'r..' Srhense -||_1lf-'::_"r'llrlar.'.'. Western I\4"1'”131\.'\.'-|::\_.'i'|.|. Liabbler {l'.!:ﬂ_!j
4 Macromores prlaris (swlphurens), Yellowbreasted Babbler (1228 RE)

5 Pellornenm r.'.-,l'.-.:'rr'u Lsubochracewm), l‘l‘lll ited Babbler (1158 R i_:-':l

6 Alcippe poioicephaln fusca, Assam Quaker Babbler (1391)

7 Aegithina tiphia tiphia, Lora (1098)

8 Heterophasia melanolenca castanopiera, Tickell's Sibia (SE)

9 Chloropsis awrifrons (pridii), Goldronted Chloropsis (1103 RE)
It |"_.'.'=.'|!'-:-':'|I_I|'.'.'-|'_'| eochinchinensiy cochinelinensiz, Goldmantled Chloropas (1108)

Plate 68, focing page 112
RODERT SCHOLE

| Chioropsis hardwickii hardwickii, Orangebellied Chloropsis {1 106)

2 Minla ignotineta ignodincta, Rediailed Minla (1357)

3 Hypsipetes meelellandi meelellandi, Rulousbellied Bulbul (1146)

4+ Crimiger Haveolus ,.u"irt-lt't’ﬂfﬂ.f, Whitethroated Bulbul (1140}

5 Pyemonotus strialus strinfus, Striated Green Bulbul (1133)

xi
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COLOUR PLATES

Sitta formosa, Beautiful Nuthatch (1837)
Certhia _familiaris mamdellii, Nepal Tree Creeper (1843)
Tichodrama muraria nepalensis, Wall Creeper (1839

Plate 69, fucing page 128
D. V. COWEN

Pycnonoins melantelerus gufaric, Rubvihroated Bulbul (1116

Yarus xanthogenys travancoreensis, Kerala Yellowcheeked Tir (1811)
fiypsipetes indiens indicus, Yellowbrowed Bulbul (114
Silfa _,".P:-.l.'.l.rh frontalis, ‘5'1'|'.'1'||';.|||r|‘.| Muthaich (1838

ff.‘f.llfl ietera i ..:l'..l"l- bowrdillon:. Merala Blacklhicaded Babbler |
Alcipipse pororcephali ! '. Nilgiri Ouaker Babbler (13900
l'r;..-r|<.'rl.'.-.'.';|. priocefil 1 ||1 vh |..||-'~.| Bulbul (1114

FPellorneum ruficeps olivacenm, Rerala Spotted Babbler (1153)

Plate 70, focing pape 176

PAUL BARRUEL

wWeustre, Marsh H| oitted Babbler (11600

abbotti abboiti, Abboit’s Babbler (1167)

[biventer, Eastern Scalvbreasted YWren-Babbler (1198)

s stenoriyncins, Mishmy Longhilled Scimitar Babbler (1189)
TrOSenys, West Himalavan Rustvehecked Scimitar

Pellorneun
Trichasto
.f’*.'rlrlf' i

[1-.|.|!r-.ﬂ| ol I ].||
Dusmetia }

1 EC'.:‘.'ulI.'.-::-r'i.|:|‘-.f Babbler (12229
Streaked Wren=-Babhbler (1194
ofatims, “'"r"ll"' Longtailed Wren-Babbler (1203

.uf‘\"." Ir
‘il]l"l r"llrla brevroa H
Spelacornis chocol .'"r" ¢ choe
"-.’..'r-’nu-: I|'l|.lr ofis, EJL ]1 hinn |'|] Babbler (1211

"-.rnr- anaatus, Longtaled Wren-Babbler (1202
\IHKFI-'. hia ke aer, makkim Wedegebilled Wren (1207

IYTLS |l£|:, ,"|.l,|-l:l n's Spoticd Babbler (1218

GFLLS L
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Plate 71, facing page 192
R. A. RICHARDSON

Garrulax maximus, Giant Laurhine Thrush (1297
Babax waddelli waddelli, Giant Babax (1271}
Garrulax albogularis albognlaris, Whitethroated Laurhing Thrush (1274)
Crarridax muchalis, Chestnuitbhacked Lauchin 1r Thrush (1285
5. Blackfaced J..:'I chine Thrush (1322
ated [ aughing Thrush (1290)

_ll"'l

Crarrraalicy |Jj,ﬂf|'l\
Crarrulax varicgal
Crarrulax f-"fl-‘tr.fﬁr-*.'t. ."n]n‘u. wded Lauehang Thrush
Cearrriliey gatbanus galvanus, Y ellowthroated Laurhine Thrush (12
Paradoxornrs -'rm'..u': erularis, Grevheaded Parrotinll (1249

T urepiddes ruprrfrr:'.':. “ﬁ]1|1|.'.' Babbler (1269

Panurus biarmicur russices, Bearded Ti-Babbler (1235
Paradoxernis unicolor, Brown Parrothill (1237

..r.r.r'r."'-.--: Vari

|.-|

Plate 72; facing page 224
A, M. HUGHES
Parus mapor {ambiguns), Grey Tit (1796 RE

Srtta frontalis frontalis, Velvetfronted Nuthawh (1838
Sitla caglanca (meglecta), Chestnutbellied Nutharch (1830 RE)



COLOUR PLATES

4 Melanochlora sullanea sultanea, Sultan Tit (1789)

5 Garrulax chinensis propinguns, Blackthroated Laughing Thrush (SE)

b Garrilaxy ranme [ sanria), lI|."|.'|'|ll|‘||ru-'l.'.'v|"|.'|. ]..‘tl.l_E]li.ﬂg '] h:u-ih -"1 .i[]lj R l:}

7 Cearrplax lewcolophus (belangent), Whitecrested Laughmg Thrush (1283 RE)

8 Garrulax pectoralis (meridionalis), Blackgorgeted Laughing Thrush (1277 RE)
Y9 Turdoides earles earler, Stnated Babbler (1256G)

10 Turdotdes pufaris, Whitethroated Babbler (SE)

X1
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Terms used in the
Description of a bird’s
Plumage & Parts

I Nostril
2 Culmen (* bill from feathers ® in
14 3 Forehead this book)

4 f::.'u'.'-.'n

N;!].'Il'.

Ear-coveris

Hindneck

Chin

Lores

Throat

Sides of neck

Back

Scapulars

Rump

Upilu-r tail-coverts

Tail (Rectrices)

Under tail-coverts

Secondaries [RI:TI'Lig{'S or

Primaries Flight feathers)

Lesser wing-coverts

Median

[‘rt.jttr
Bastard mng I.’.Aluln'_l

Breast

I.lhl.'l.

Tarsus

Inner toe

Middle toe

Outer toe

3| Hind toe (Hallux)

32 Under wing-coverts

33 Axillaries

UNDER WING
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Biswas or BB |{"\-'-.'\..:Illt"l':|' Biswas
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Jerdon I'. C. Jerdon !

Kinnear or NBK Sir Norman B. Kinnear i




Order PAssErIFORMES (cont.)
Family Camrernacipak: Cuckoo-Shrikes and Minivets

For description see Van ‘Tyne, J. & Berger, A, J., 1959 : 504 ; Smythics, B. E.,
1964, Article *Cuckoo-Shrikes " in Thomson, A. L. (ed.) New Dict, Birds, London
and New York.

Key to the Genera

Page

A TR BQUALE v vvmnenssomesnisnmenme s mn s nesss s e L UOHRINL J
B Tail more or les graduated

a Shalts of |'||l||]1-|1,;',r||,:,:r: T | ey o o B v e T T e Hﬂrlr'pru |

b Shalis of rump-feathers spiny
| Tail strongly graduated, outer rectrices less than hall length of
e e e i N  reaa R e e R R e R TE Pericrocotus 24
2 Tail moderately graduated, outer rectrices more than three-
quarters lengthiof tail . ., o0 chvivavsvina C e i e O MOEIN I3

Genus HesMirus E!l]{l];‘\ﬂll,

Hemipus Hodgson, 1844, Zool, Misc. : 84. Type, by monotypy, Hemipus picoecolor
f Museicapa picata Sykes)
Bill about half length of head, very much deprased and rather wide; nostrils
nearly hidden by hairs. Wing fairly long and pointed; tail-feathers graduated. Sexes
dimorphic.

Hemirus picatus (Svkes)

Key to the Subspecies
A Head black ;
a Back black like the head

| Iniians PenmimSuli . s v v e s e e ia Rt et s H. p. picatus o0 3

T GEyion DR ot e e A i, b, legger o and Q 3

b Back brown contrasung with head. ... ccevvvsassn . p. capitalis 1

B Eliad B s e atan h 8 a0 o e o r i e g H. p. picaius Q 3
H. p. capitalis @ 1

1064, Brownbacked Pied Flycatcher-Shrike. [emipus picatus capelalis
(Horsfield)

Muscicapa? capifalis Horshield, 1839, Proe. Zool. Soe. London: 157 { Assam)
Baker, FBI No. 725, Vol. 2: 307

LOCAL NAME. Fiwum-pho (Lepcha).

size. Sparrow; length ¢, 14 em (5] in.),

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 1065. Seec Museum Diagnosis.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident. From Simla (rare) and
Dehra Dun cast along the Himalayas to Nepal [terai, bhabar and duns,
very rare in Kathmandu Valley (Proud)], Darjecling, Sikkim, Bhutan and
Assam in the Abor and Mishmi hills (NEFA); southward through the hills
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Order PASSERIFORMES (cont.)
J.'I:II]]l!'!.' CamMpPpernacIipAr:: Quckoo-Shnkes and Minivets

For description see Van Tyne, J. & Berger, A, J., 1959 : 504 : Smythics, B, E.,
1964, Article *Cuckoo-Shrikes' in Thomson, A. L, (ed.) New Dect, Birds. London
.:I||| ."*;r'.x I"l:'lllj-q..

Hey to the Genern

Page
R T E T T L el A e T L Teplrodornis 3
B Tail more or less praduated
a Shafis of romp-feathers sofk, .\ ..ol iae i arisenness M emipies 1
b Shalis of rump-feathers spiny
1 ‘"Tail nln:ul.j:;'h' :;_:r".ll:ll:l."l.h‘:ill outer rectrices less than halfl l::nglh of
L e e o e s e H i S Pericrocobis 2%
2 Tail moderately graduated, outer rectrices more than three-
quarterslEng T ol B, . o . 0 e e i s ey T Coracina I3

Genus Hesmirus |[|r[|_|_;~.n|:|,

Hemipus Hodgson, 18544, Zool, Misc.: B4, Type, by monotypy, Hemipus picoscolor
Muscicapa pieata Sykes)
Bill about half length of head, very much depressed and rather wide; nostrils
nearly hidden by hairs. Wing fairly long and pointed; tail-feathers graduated, Sexes

dimorphic.
Hesmirus proarus (Sykes)

Kc}r to the Subspecies
A  Head black
a Back black like the head

1 Imcian Peninsula, .. ..o enimssnsnnee s nnnnmans I, p picatius o 4

P BT T e e i e T s gy H. fr. lepeet o and Q 3

b Back brown contrasting with head. . ......0c0iaias H. p capitalis o I

13 Telewd - Berdr s S i e S s e H. p. picatus @ 3
. p. capitalis Q 1

1064, Brownbacked Pied Flycatcher-Shrike. Hemipus prosius capifalis
(Horslield)
.1-fl.|'jt’|"|:'|’lj|’h'i? -!'rl'!.l‘?.”].lrllj Horsheld, 1839, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 157 | Assam)
Baker, FBI INo. 725, Vol. 2: 307

Local NAME.  Piyum-ghe (Lepcha).

size, Sparrow; length ¢. 14 em (5} in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 1065. Sece Museum Diagnosis.

sTATUS, DISTRIBUTION and masrrar. Resident. From Simla (rare) and
Dehra Dun cast along the Himalayas to Nepal [terai, bhabar and duns,

very rarc in Kathmandu Valley (Proud)], Darjeeling, Sikkim, Bhutan and
Assam in the Abor and Mishmi hills (NEFA); southward through the hills

e s - — e s e eas W 1 T B RE TR



7 CAMPEPHAGIDAE

south of Brahmaputra R., Nagaland, Manipur, and East Pakistan to the
Chittagong region; from the edge of the plains to . 2100 m; in scrub and
original dry- and moist-deciduous and evergreen forest. In the Himalayas

Hemipus picatus

a0
.-""_FH-
"I_-_-_‘_-_
> 2
™
10
bt
60 70 80 50| o ma]
Distmbutional ranges
E=] capitalis (1064). EZZA picatus (1065). B oo (1066)

breeds at moderate elevations, up to 1800 m in Nepal and 2100 m in Assam.
Descends to the rivers and plains in winter but is nevertheless found up to
1500 m in Nepal at this season.

Extralimital. Parts of N, Burma, N. Thailand, Yunnan and the Indo-
chinese countries.

GENERAL HABITS, Behaviour suggestive of a flycatcher, as they perch
in all parts of the bushes and lower trees, and make short sorties into the
air aflter passing insects. They do not remain long on any one perch, but
keep moving from one perch to another; usually seen in the mixed hunting
partics of small insectivorous birds. Gregarious in winter, parties ol hall
a dozen or so hunting through the forest and keeping to the tops of trees.

FooD. As in picatus.

voice and cavrrs., A continuous calling, sometimes with a lsif-it-sf-1i-if-t!
and sometimes with a call sounding like whiriri-whiriri-wiieriri. Also a sharp,
high-pitched twrilling sisisisisisi and an insistent tit-like chip.

BREEDING. Season, March to July. Breeding biology as in preatus. Nest
measurements, external ¢. 50 mm across by 25 mm deep; internal ¢, 35
by 13 mm. Eges, 2 or 3, of two types, one pale greenish white marked with
blackish like prcafus, the second pinkish white marked in the same manner
but with primary markings of brick-red and with secondary blotches of
lavender and neutral tint. Average size of 32 eggs 16 < 12-8 mm (Baker).




CUCROO-SHRIKES, MINIVETS 3

Museus Diacnosis. Male like picates (1063) but back, seapulars and rump
smoky brown, not black. Female indistinguishable vom lfemale pieatus ; a good
many, however, appear to have the cap differentiated more from the mantle than
in Ir-'.'._.'.l'l.“.. |.|ul: 'I||.i-\. i3 ol CoOnsULnt. I"|.'|_|||I4|_': ,1.1|l:t I:'|l.'.'il.|i|:|5_': also ||i{1:i$lillgl.ﬁ;:_‘.h'.l.hll'. l'rnm
precatus,

MEASUREAMENTS

Wing Ball Tarsus Taal
{(Troom skull)y
il 62-067 16-18 1 3-14 58-65 mm

Woeight 8-5-9-5 p,
coLours oF pAaRE parTS  Iris brown, Bill black, Legs and lect dark horny; claws
black; soles white.

1065, Blackbacked Pied Flycatcher-Shrike. Hemipus fricatus picatus
(Sylkes)

Muscicapa picata Sykes, 1832, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 83 (Dukhun)
Baker., FBI Nao. 724 {(part), Vol. 2: 306G
Plate 65, fig. 6, [acing p. 16 and Plate 66, fig. 5, facing p. 48

Locat Mames, Aswrappoffan (Malavalam); KNdalopeeth Kdbdro ldfere (Gujarati);
Chhota &ald Mdidra (Hindi).

gzE.  Sparrow; length e, 14 em (3% in.).

FiELD cuaracTERs, A small black-and-white flycatcher-like bird.

Male, head and back glossy black, under-
parts pure white and pinkish white. A white
collar round hindneck, white rump; wings and
tail black-and-white. In the female the black
portions ar¢ replaced by sooty brown, lits
characteristic posture on a perch i3 rather
hunchbacked, with neck pulled in and tail
depressed.

status, pistripuTioN and vamTar. Resident. Central and peninsular
India from Narbada river and northern Madhya Pradesh south and east
(except southern Kerala where it intergrades with the next form), lower
Bengal east through East Pakistan to the Chittagong region in the foothills
up to 1500 mn; in scrub, dry- and maist-deciduous forest. Alfeets (orest tracts
only, especially thin jungle, mixed deciduous forest with bamboo, cardamom
sholas, gardens near forest, and transition zone between evergreen and

deciduous [orest.

Extrafimital. Southern Thailand, Indochinese countries, Malay Peninsula,
Sumatra, Borneo.

aENERAL HaBITS, Arboreal. Met with in pairs or small parties follow-
ing cach other from tree to tree searching for insects among the foliage and
making sallics on the wing, turning and twisting with great agility. Usually
in association with the itinerant hunting partics of small insectivorous birds
in forest. Resembles the flycatchers as well as minivets and wood shrikes in
habits.



t CAMPEPHAGIDAE

roon, Insects,

voice and cAris. A squeaky whiriri-whirini-whiniri, suggestive of a
cheap. Christmas-cracker whistle, constantly uttered. See also capitalis.
According to Nichols, the song is * weak and high-pitched, but clear and
varied. L]-:u_- form of it see-saws back and forth between two notes .

BREEDING. orason, March to May, Nest, a small, neat, shallow cup ol
roots, fine twigs, maoss, etc,, strongly bound together with cobwebs and
lined with dried fine grass. Auached to the upper surlace of a horizontal
branch near its end, in a dead or leafless tree between 3 and 9 m [rom the
gruumi, it is so woven and blended to the upper surlace ol the branch
that from below it appears as a scarcely discernible knot in the wood.
Small as is the bird, when sitting it overlaps the nest to such an extent that
except for its rather hunched-up attitude, it is hard to realize it 1s not perch-
ing normally. The camouflage extends o the voung as they are covered in
grey down of the same colour as the nest and |hrll:_‘,']L and LXCeDL i the
presence ol the parecnts Femain in astate I-I'!I'i]:fhl stillness with beaks |3'=illl i.'i‘_{
vertically, and are practically invisible (Betts). Eggs, 2 or 3, pale greenish
white, densely blotched with inky black, and with underlying marks of
grey; they measure about 15 % 12-5 mm. Both sexcs take part in all domestic

duties.

Musgus Diacxosis.  Upperparts, lesser wing-coverts, primary coverts, lores and
car-coverts glossy black, rump feathers white at bases and tips; chin, and vent and
undertail coverts pure white, rest of underparts vinaceous; cheeks and sides of neck
white produced to form an indistinet collar; median coverts black broadly cdeed
and tipped with white; greater coverts, the outer are black, the inner ones white
on outer, black on inner wehs; flight-feathers black, the inner three true secondaries
with white outer webs; tail black, all except the median feathers with white tips
iNCreasing in size outwards; most of outer web of outer pair whitee @ like g7, but
dusky brown replaces glossy black,

.]'l!'rt:l!'li!l:_ '_:J]|IL'I'|,P.|.]'|.‘-. like L= bun LiJ»s of all feathers including wertials and the
white-edged secondaries with pale fulvous tips; underparts white with rusty wash
on breast; median and greater coverts white irrcgularly marked with submarginal
lines of brown. Tail-feathers narrower and more pointed. Postjuvenal moult of
body, leser, median and greater coverls, possibly the whate edged secondaries, the
tertials and the tazl. First-vear males may be dstungsushed by the browner fhght-
feathers or primary coverts. There 158 some evidence that males in the irst vear are
in female dress, but it is quite certain that some moult from juvenal dress direct to
that of adult male. Postnuptial moult complete, but apparently no prenuptial

moult.
MEASUREMENTS
Wing Baill Tarsus Taul
{from skull)
aa G0-G6 1416 11-13 57-62 mm
Q9 58-64 15-17 12-13 536-65 mm

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Adult: irs orange- or vellowish brown; bill black:
legs and fest blackish brown. Juwenile: iris brown; bill horny brown; legs and
feet pinkish brown.




CUCKOO-5HRIKES, MINIVETS 5
1066. Ceylon Pied Flycatcher-Shrike. Hemipus picatus legget Whistler

Hemipaes pieatus legeed Whistler, 1939 (May 15), Bull. Brit. Orn, CL, 59 101
(Ohiya, Cevlon)
He nu;f-.'.'-: .f"."""“‘" inslae Bocle, 1930 lllllllf‘ 5, Proc. Biol. Soc. "-"n":.i‘i]'l.il'l!:!,‘l'l.'!l't_, 52: 69
{Wavenden, Ceylon)
Baker, FBI Mo, 724 (part), Vol. 2: 306

Local wasmis,  Pon-furalld (Simhala) ; Asurappettan (Malayalam).

sz, Sparrow 3 length ¢. 14 em (5}-in.),

FIELD CHARACTERS. As ol 1065, The sexes are alike in Ceyvlon, but
apparently dimorphic in Kerala.

sTATUS, DisTRIDUTION and mammar.  Resident, southern Kerala (where
it intergrades with Picafs) and l:t'}'hm. It is found in ['Ul'r--l., or well-wooded
COUNLrY up Lo 1800 m: rare and local in the low COLnLry, tn]‘n"fi.:r.]h' in the
Dry zone.

GENERAL MaBITs, A bird of the tree canopy met with in pairs or family
partics, often in company with other species in the roving hunting parties.

rooD. Insccts, chiefly caterpillars.

volce and carrs, * Its song sounds like firidy fivtly tirely, and it has other
little chirps besides * (Henry).

BREEDING. Season, February wo August, chiefly March and April; ap-
parcntly single-brooded. The favourite site for the nest is a dead, lichenous
and gnarled branch, high up in a tree (up to 12 metres) with no foliage to
hide it except the overhead lcal-canopy, Nest as that of picatus. When the
young are Hedging, they look like a part ol the branch owing to their ® lichen-
ous ' coloration and their normal attitude, which suggest a broken-off
snag (Henry). They sit facing one another, with their bills pointing upward
and nearly touching in the centre, their eyes kept half-closed. For details
of nesting, see W, W. A. Phillips, Tbisr 1940: 450-4. Egps, 3, buffy-white

in enlour evenly speckled all over with pale brown and grey, measuring
& 15 % 1?2 mm. Both parcnts incubate and tend the YOLIE.

Musgum IDiacnosis. The Ceyvlon population differs from picatus in that its sexes
are not i_'|;|r1|r|nr'|1|:|i_|;_"_ e both male and female are black-backed like male rl'r.rllf.'i'h
Complete postnuptial moult takes place from the end of July to October, There is
presumably no spring moult.

MEASUHREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tl
{(Irom skull)
aw G1-65 15-17 11-13 S3-b0 mm
(HW) \°

coLouRs oF pARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill. legs and feet black.

Genus TEPHRODORNIS  Swainson
Teplrodornis Swainson, 1832 (Feh.) (1831), Fauna Boreal-Amer., Birds, App.: 482,
Type, by original designation, Lanius efrgatus Temminck = Lamins gularis Raflles,
Bill very stout, about three-gquarters length of head, strongly hooked and notehed.
Masal bristles very numerous, entirely concealing the nostrils. Wing rather rounded ;
tail short and square. Feathers of rump very ample, but soft and not spinous as in
Pericrocofis. Sexes more or less ahike,
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5]
Key to the Species
|'.1q1'
A Outer rectrices brown, tipped with rufous. Wing over 100 mm T. gularis i
B Ouner rectrices largely white. Wing under 100 mm. . ... . T, pondicerianis 9
Ternroporyis cuLairis (Raffles)
Key to the Subspecies
Crown and nape ashy grey; upper back ashy brown......T. g pelvica
Crown and nape bluish grev, not differing markedly from upper
11.",-!; ............ B e B P e 1 A, e T, -I'-. K. "'I.I"."'.'I--'
1067, NE‘F“' Wood Shrike. .Ir-'J‘"-I.:i' lornis _;"Jf.-JJfll' .:"-'r'n'..' i | E|t1llj_{xllll:
Ténthara Pelrica Hodgson, 1837, Ind, Rev., 1 (10}: 447 (MNepal)
Baker, FBI No. 727, Vol. 2: 309
Plate 66, fig. 6, facing p. 18
rocar Names, Fohpoplt (Alikir) ; Ramoun Lepchal.
size.  Myna; length ¢, 23 em (9 1n.).
FIELD CHARACTERS. A short and xr':u.ul_-1.L'.:.a'Ll |_;:t"_.'-hu:|'.'.'|:1 shrike, dis-

erianus by its ].u"_:a.:r' size and brown outer rectrices.

tinguished from T, pon

Male. Adbove, crown and nape ashy grey changing to ashy brown on
back, wings and tail, the last tipped

=}

blackish and rufous. A broad black
band [rom lores through eye to ear-
coverts, which are whitish. Rump and
upper tail-coverts Aufly, whitizh and

ashy brown, barred with black and
with a pure white band across. Below,
chin, throat and breast ]m|u; ashy
c. | fawn, fading to white on centre of

abdlomen.

Female. Like male, but with crown same colour as back, and eye-
band brown.

Young (Hedgeling) when leaving nest speckled grey all over, especially
on head.

sTATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HaBrrat, Resident; any movements are local
or altitudinal. From Nepal (terai and duns up 1o ¢. 1000 m), Sikkim (duars
and foothills up to 1500 m), Bhutan (to at least ¢. 1200 m), Assam (through-
out the plains and in Cachar and Khasi Hills), Nagaland, Manipur, E.
%akistan (in the castern foothills and Chittagong region). South in Bihar
and Orissa to the Eastern Ghats and northern Andhra up to 1000 m. Shows
a preference for evergreen forest but is also found in open deciduous second-
ary jungle and other types of well wooded country,

Extralimital, Other races south through India and cast in the Indochinese
and Malaysian subregions.

GENERAL HABITs, Arboreal. Keeps to the tree-tops more than T,
pondicerianus does, and unlike the latter, only very occasionally descends to
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Tephrodornis gularis

/ f | 1 \

: %
|E-:- 70 BO ﬂnl e mgl

Distributional ranges

BE= pelvica (1067). ==  sylvicola (1008).

the ground. An active and restless bird but quite tame. Hunts for insects
on branches, moving slowly along them in a series of clumsy hops. Also
launches short fE\_-.'t':LlL|1I'I'-];5-:I: sallics :.lrI.L'l' insects. Dhe individuals follow ane
another among the teees, gracelully velplaning from branch to branch.
It is lI!-1]'.'L]]1_.-' found in small [TI.'LIliI'h- of four to six olten in association with
minivels, u:]rnm;m. and other inscetivorous birds; in winter in lavger flocks
often up to t]:i:rtg.' 111(!:1']L!||;=|'i, which break up 1o paars 1 ,"ﬁ,'l'l'l'i] and :"'I"“.'"

voiceE and carrs. Harsh notes :'1:.-;|:||||:|i||-:_: those of Shrikes, \';I;‘.:I.I.l:l"_f
reminiscent also of Nucifraga (SA):; others rendered as a mellow fra-a-a
and thul, thull (Flemiing). Also a rather musical kew-kew-kew-keie quickly
repeated four to six times. The latter calls noted as appreciably different
in dialect from those of the Western Ghats race, q.v. (SA).

rooD. Insects, cspecially mantids, crickets, grubs and caterpillars
including hairy ones,

BREEDING, JSeason, April and May, Nest, placed in a bare, outlying
horizontal fork, three to cight metres up in medium-sized trees standing
in forest. It is built on top of the bough where it broadens out at the point
of division, so that very little 1s discernible from below. It is a shallow saucer
made of fine grass-stems and roots, beautlully interwoven, the outer wall
well plastered with cobwebs. It is reminiscent of minivets’ nests but is usually
without the adornment of lichen and moss. Betts remarks that the bird
sits with the head back and bill pointing vertically upwards; with its grey
E_.lum:s,g:'. it looks jll.ﬁ-t like a broken stub of the tree isell, f:'gg: 2 to 4, white
faintly tinged with green or brown, marked with small irregular blotches
of inky brown scattered all over the surface or more restricted to the largcr
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end where they form an indistinet ring; very like those of minivets, Average
size of nine egps 22 = 176 mm (Baker). The male assists in incubation.

Mussuvm Dincnosis, Mhale. Forchead, crown and nape ashy grey; back,
sr:.'|.],'.|'|,;|t;:rs and lesser coveris ashy brown rump ashv brown I::||1|II‘LE white or obscurely
barred brown; the shorter upper tail-coverts white, the longer ashy brown; nasal
'plunu'_:j and head band thence throurh cve o nape, black: pract below this, chin,
belly and under tail-coverts white; rest of underparts very pale cinercous, tinged
with bufl or vinaccous on breast: tail ashy brown with a rufous tinge and very
narrow whitish tips. The shafis reddish brown; median and greater coverts and the
flight-feathers ashy brown with lighter tips, with obsolete darker bars on outer
edpes of three inner secandaries; under-wing and axillaries brown,

Female. Like male but forchead, erown and nape like back; band through eye
pale brown in front, darker brown behined.

Young. Much as in juvenile pondicerianns (1070) qov. The tail is like that of the
adult but the feathers are narrower and more pointed and the dark subapical contour
linezs are more marked. The postjuvenal moult includes body, all coverts except
primary, tertials and tail. First-vear males indistinguishable from females but . all
first-year birds recognizable by pale tips to primary coverts. Breeds also in subadult

plumage.
MEASUREMERTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
from skull)
aa 115124 23-29 20-23 82-9] mm
once 26)
=18 o) 115-124 25-29 20-23 84-92 mm
3 (SA, BB)

Weight 2 ', 2 © 9 38-46 g (SA).

COLOURS OF BARE pARTS. Ins o' golden vellow, @ glaucous blue; bill & black,
§ horn brown, flesh at gape (Whistler). Iris vellowish brown; upper mandible
brownish black with brownish horny on base; lower mandible brownish horny,
paler on base; legs and feet dull plumbeous, claws black; pads vellowish grey (Biswas),

1068, Malabar Wood Shrike. Tephrodornis gularis sylvicola Jerdon

Tephrodornis sylvicola Jerdon, 1839, Madras Jour. Lit Sei,, 10: 236 (Malabar Coast)
Baker, FBI No. 728, Vol. 2: 311
Plate 65, fig. 5, facing p. 16

LOCAL xanmes. Pdbar ldtdra (Hindi); Aserekkdten (Malavalam).

)3

size. Mpyna; length ¢. 23 cm (9 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 1067, q.v.

sTATUS, DISTRIBUTION and Hasrrar., Resident and fairly common in
well-wooded regions. Gujarat from the Narbada river south through
Maharashtra to Tamil Nadu (conflined to the western part), western Mysore
(Malnaad) and Kerala. Found up te ¢. 1300 m in the Kerala hills and 1800
m in the Nilgiris and Palnis but is rare so high. Affects tall trees in evergreen
and moist-deciduous forest, shade trecs in cardamom plantations; sometimes
even the drier zone in old teak plantations.
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Exiralimilal. Sece 1067.

GENERAL manrrs, Met with in small flocks, sometimes in the mixed
hunting parties, flitting or parachuting from branch 1o branch after insects,
making lithe acrial sallics after winged prey angd returning to the same perch
or moving on to the next. Bat their favourite luullin;_{ Is_{rnl]u[!-c are the trunks
and branches where they will often eling to the bark and pry o the hssures
lor lurking msccts. The fight is undulating with slow, sailing wing-beats;
at times reminiscent ol Spotted Owlet’s — a few rapid Haps bllowed by a
downward dip. In the evening the flocks may be seen bathing in a pool or
stream, swooping down and dipping on the wing as [lycatchers and drongos
do {Betis).

volck and caris, A loud, clear and musical quick-repeated witoo-
wilog=wiloo (4 to G Umes), oceasionally puncluated |||1:' a harsh 1_'|_II.|;'I'LI.|.I|'II:I.<-
single chack or chrr.

roop. Insects ol the largest size, big maths, locusts and caterpillars,

BREEDING. Season, December to June, chiefly March and April. During
the breeding season they become shy and secretive and the nests are hard
to find. They are built on horizonial forks of branches six to nine metres
from the ground. Nest, a shallow saucer about 10 em in diameter made
of roots, fine twigs and tendrils fastened together with cobweb and felted
lichen, and sccured with cobweb to the upper surface of a bough where it
widens into a fork, The lining is of grass and leaf-stems. Two cggs appear
to be the normal clutch (Betts); they are pale greenish white or buff,
blotched and spotted with brown and with secondary markings of neutral
tint. Average size ol nine eggs 22 < 18 mm (Baker).

Museus Dracnosis,  Differs rom feloies in having the crown and upperparis
bluish grey merging pradoally into dark ashy brown. Below it is a much darker
vinous-ashy on the breast and flanks. Female also darker generally. Rieds from
'l.J']:I.IL':.Ill:l .1.|'Hi .:\.1:|.|.'l‘.'h-:|.'i il |’|l:|~1:‘|' i -,_1_-|I';-” |.l|ru! I|'|;'|.|l (4] ||1|_'i|' AL |_'i;|.|::|.-:'|_1_ e _If-gu':':-.-'rr_

MEASUREMENTS :

Wing Hall Tarsus Tl
(from skull)
a o 112=120 25-30 19-21 TO-84 mum
& 9 111=121 T3=27 1 -2(h A0-88 mm

(54, HW)
COLOURS OF BARE ParTS. Male. Iris lemon-vellow or greensh vellow, Bill
horny black, Legs and feet plumbeous {SA). Female. Iris khaki. Bill pale horn
brown (Whistler).

TeErPHRODORNIS PONDICERIANUS (Gmelin

Key to the Subspecies

Page

A Upperparis ashy brown
a Darker; lores and cyvestreak dark brown........ T. p. pandicertanus 1
b Paler; lores and aye-streak pale brown..ocovveens s T. p. pallidus 10

B Upperparts by Brly v e o= v s ansinaie ok rbssnns oo 4o apffines 12
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1069. Sind Wood Shrike. Tephrodornis pondicerianus pallidus Ticehurst

}1: 56

Tephrodornis pondicerianus pallidus Ticehurst, 1920, Bull. Brit. Orn. CL.,
(Larkhana, Sind
Tephrodornis pondiceriana frefa Van Tyne & Koelz, 1936, Occ
Univ. Mic |m.1 at, Mo 334 5 (Bhadwar, Kangra Dist,, Punjab)
i'i.rll-.r'.r_ FBI MNo. 731. YVal, 2: 314

]1_|||'|-|'|'\._ Mus. Zool.,

LOCAL WAME. .p'u.rr--m'u ( Hindi).

sizé, Bulbul - ; length ¢, 16 em (6} in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 1070, q.v.

sTaTus, pisTRIpUTION and mamrat. Resident in West Pakistan (Balu-
chistan [Hab Valley, Las Bela (?) and Sibi Plain (?)], Sind, and NW.
frontier districts). Also Punjab, Delhi, western 1
and Kutch, south to a line from Cambay north and east to

LB, Rajasthan, Saurashira
Fumaon. In

Tephrodornis pondicerianus

IED |m B0 scl g‘-—-mul

Distnbutional rangcs

pallidus (10bg). pondicerianus (1070 I affines (1071).

babool and 5.|:r|.1bj_|.|.r:|gl-|:, better cultivated parts of arid regions, and groves
of babool in the desert. In the plains generally and up to 900 m (Simla),
rarcly to 1400 m along the Duala Dhar.

GENERAL maBrrs, voice and roon. Those of the species (see 1070,

BREEDING. Jdeason, February to June, mainly March and April. Nest,
mostly under 3 m above the ground. Breeding biology otherwise H.'I.LI.[‘EI: as
in the nominate race. £ggs, 3 exceptionally 4; in a series, darker and duller
than those of pendicerianus and often with a distinctly brownish buff ground.

Average size of 30 eggs 18:9 x 15-1 mm (Baker).
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AMusepusg Diacnosis. Male and female like f--rl.-.".'u'rr.-.'r:rn bt ]'l.'|.|l:1' :I.'i-|!1':.' grey
above and less ashy, more CTEAMY, O thie l.|:||.|:'|]-.~.| 15, Birdds of the Kuatch .'l.[]l:].‘]'{!ld]l—

Jur aren mtererade with frondice

MEASUREMENTS and coLo OF DARE PARTI. AS IR pondicen anus ( 1070},

1070, Indian Wood Shrike. Teplrodornis pondicerianus pondicersanus
(Grelin
Wuscicapa pondicertana Gmelin, 1789, Syst, Nat., 1: 939 {Coromandel)
Lantus grivens Tickell, 1833, Jour, Asiat. Soc. Bengal, 23 573
{ Borablm and Dholbliom)
Fephrodarnis pomdicerianus that Kloss & Chosen, 1925, Bull, Brit, Orn, Cl., 46: 58
I'n Chang That, Raheng, west Sinm)
Tephrodornis pondiceriana warel Koelz, 1939, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington, 52: 69
{ Londa, Bombay Presidency)
Baker, FBI No, 729, Vol. 2: 312
Plate 66, fig. 7, facing p. 48
Local Nasmes, Aeroula (Hindi); Tarbi-tmya
ral) ;. Asure

(U.P.); Temtha, Tenthaca (MNepal);
:_:"u[.|.|.'|.'.'.|.].|.:|||_ . |':'|:'r.'_|l'.l.'r1'-4 i ll:ll:i;u;..

Chudulka (Benga
sizé. Bulbul - ; length . 16 cm (61 in.}.

FIELD CHARACTERS. A short and :ul.;1’.:|.t'l::-l.1i|t'.11 |:|L|.i|.|. "r:l'l'}'i.‘:-]l brown
shrike-like bird with a dark stripe below the eye [rom lores to ear-coverts,
and a conspicuous whitish supercilium; outer tail-feathers nearly all white.
Sexes alike, only female has the eve-streak paler,

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HaBiTaT. Resident and common over most
of its range, south and cast of a line from Cambay to Kumaon, Mepal
(terai and up to ¢. 450 m), Assam and East Pakistan. Intergrades with
pallidus in the Jodhpur area, Locally distributed in the Deccan. A bird
of the lowlands aveoiding hills though it may be abundant at their bases,
exceptionally up to ¢, 1000 m (Kerala) but usually below 200 m. Replaces
T, guiary in the dry zone and aHects scrub and \l‘.rumi.u":.' _'pu.:|.1_';|1-, iightly
wooded country (sal, teak and other deciduous lorest), roadside avenues
and rambling jungly gardens in and around towns and villages.

Lxiraltmilal. Extends east to Thailand and Laos; replaced by orientis
in Cambodia and Vietnam, pallides in northwestern India and West
Pakistan, and affius in Ceylon,

GENERAL HABITS, A quiet, tame bird met with in pairs or small parties
of 3 or b an trees and bushes, creeping about the leaves and branches like
ioras, hopping or volplaning from one to another and moving from tree to
tree in follow-my-leader fashion, At times descends to the ground, or takes
insects on the wing like a Ayveatcher. Frequently seen in mixed hunting
partics. It has a superficial resemblance to shrikes, but is much closer to
minivets in habits and behaviour,

rooD. Beetles, moths, caterpillars and other insects, and spiders.

voict and carLts, Male has several pleasant, rather plaintive whistling
notes weel-weet, followed by a quick interrogative whi-whi-whi-whee?, Also
some salt trills in the brecding season.

BREEDING. Seasor, mainly March and April but extends from February
to July especially in the more southern parts. Nest, a neat, thick-sided cup
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of soft bark, fibres, ete., cemented with cobwebs and draped on the exterior
with bits of paper-like bark or lichen which render it inconspicuous, and
lined with silky vegetable down and fibres. Comparatively small for the !
size of the bird and as a rule difficult to find; diameter of cup ¢. 5 cm, i
depth 3 em. It is -=ruin~l5.' rxpuard, wedged tightly into the angle of a hori-
zonital forked branch of a leafless tree, or sometimes concealed in thick
foliage, from two to six, occasionally up to nine metres above the ground.
It is usually completed in a week or ten days. E
pale greenish grey or cream with brown specks foriming a ring round the
broad end. Average size of 50 eggs 19 % 15-1 mm (Baker), Both parents :
build the nest, incubate, and feed the young; these are clad in grey down,
exactly the colour of the nest and the lichen-covered bough on which it
is built. Copulation on nest with one [resh egg has been observed (SA),

Musgusm Diacxosis,  Sexes almost alike. Upperparts and lesser wing-coveris ashy

i l:|.-||.1”1_; b 4 |'.|.[n'|.1_. &,

brown, the rump-feathers white at base and at tips; upper tail-coverts black: broad
s.l_]lsg:rl;:i,liu[" whitish : lores, cheeks and ear-coverts dark brown I]ﬁ.i[l.‘:' im 9 under-
parts ashy, whiter on throat and belly; under tail-coverts white; flight-feathers and
wing-coverts ashy brown ; two outer pairs of tail-fithers white, the bases brown and
a brown patch near the tip; the rest dark brown, the median tinged ashy.
Juvenile. Supercilium fulvous white; upperparts, leser and median coverts p
brown with fulvous white triangular tips; upper tatl-coverts dark brown with faan
pale tips, greater coverts, tertials and innermost secondarics pale brown with pale
cdges and tips and an irregular dark contour line; primary-coverts dark brown with
pale tips; ear-coverts dark brown; underparts white with obsolete brown streaks
on breast and running up at side of throat to gape;: tail as in adult, but feathers
narrower and more pointed. Postjuvenal moult includes body, all coverts oexcept
primary, three or four innermost secondaries and tertials and whole tail, First-year
as adult, except for light margin of unmoulted inner secondaries and pale tips to

Primary-coveris. 2 !
MEASUREMENTS [
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)
algt J2-04 19-23 (17) 19-22 50-73 mm
(= =] 80-89 18-23 {16} 19-21 5671 mm ]
HW)

Tail tends to be shorter in South Indian birds: S'g? 59-67; ¢ @ 56-63 mm.
Weight @ g9 18-27 (av. 22) g—5A.
COLOURS OF DARE PART:. Iris greenish brown. Bill horny brown, darker on
culmen and ar ups; mouth gre
: Juvenile. Iris brown. Ih'll I1--| ny brown; gape cream colour; mouth pale lemon-
yellow, Legs and feet bluish slate; claws brown,

sh pink. Legs and feet horny brown, elaws darker.

1071. Ceylon Wood Shrike. Tephrodornis pondicerianus affinis Blyth

Tephrodornis affinis Blyth, 1847, Jour. Asiat. ﬁm: Bengal, 16: 473 (Ceylon)

Baker, FRI No.

LoCAL mMasmeEs., None recorded.
sizé.  Bulbul; length ¢. 16 em (64 in.).

730, Vol. 2: 313
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FIELD CHARACTERS. Asin 1070, q.v.

sTATUS, DIsTRIBUTION and mamrrar, Ceylon, in all zones up to 1500
m, rarely higher and then only as a straggler, Edges of jungle, low spreading
trecs round village compounds, by the sides of roads, well-wooded country
but not in dense forest, Commonest in the Dry zone.

GENERAL mapirs, As of 1070,

volce and canrs, A frequently uttered whistle Lodé liwee tivee livee'luvee
on a descending scale which has a peculiar peevish quality * (Henry).

roop. Caterpillars, green erickets and other inscots,

BREEDING. Season, .|.;|:|1;|:"..' to August, mostly March to May., Nesting
as in nominate race, Eggr, 2 or 3. Average size ol filty 19 % 15-1 mm (Baker).

Musgusm Diacuosis,  Diuffers from pondicertanns in being much more grey and in

having the white supercilium smaller. Tail shorter,

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Hall Tarius Taul
from skull)
sil= b gl-88 21-23 1618 359 mm
30 31-86 21-23 I6-18 7458 mm
(HW)

coLoURs OF BARE rarTs. [ris vellowish brown. Bill dark horn, Legs and feet

dusky slate.
Genus Comacina Vieillot
Coracina Vieillot, 1816, Analyse nouv. orn.: 37, Type, by subsequent designation,
Clarvus fuafmenses Gmelin ':f:r..l.}'. 1840

Cf. Ripley, 5. D, 1941, Auk, 58: 381-95; Delacour, J.; 1901, Amer. Mus. Nowvit,,
MNa. 1497 1-15

Contains birds in which the predominating colour is grey. Bill slightly bent duwn
at tip and notched, Nosirils nearly concealed by plumes. Wing pointed; rectrices
rraduated

Key to the Species

Page
A Wing over 150 mm
I Tail broadly tipped white........ vai s ae s s ol Nobaehallandios 13
2 Tail very narrowly upped with pale ||r1n'- mor whitish. . . . ..C. striala Lt
B Wing T10=130 M., § e on s eiae o s 505 v oisb mate e s st s AN EN] 19
C Wing under 110, generally less than 106 mm
3 A conspicuous while supercillinm at all ages. ... ... .00 00000 migra 43
4 Supercilium absent or only fintly indicated
a Throat black, abdomen grey. ..o .. ensx. . O melanoplera Y ad. 20
b Throat and abdomen white cross-barred with brown. .........
.......................................... L n:rﬂ'ur:np.l'-:m Q 20
Coracina NOVAEHOLLANDIAE (Gmelin)
Key to the Subspecies
1 Large size; wing 173 mm or over. . ocissssasanmsins C. n. nipalensis 14
2 Small size; wing under 155 mm (Cevlonm).....ccovrrnnsns C. n. layardi 17
3 Medium size
a Wing ¢ 133-169 mm (peninsular Indin).........00i. C. n. macei L4
b Wing ¢ 167-176 mm (Andaman [s.} ... aaa0iias . n. andamana 17
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1072. Indian Large Cuckoo-Shrike. Coracina novachollandiae macet
{ Lesson)

Crrancalus macei Lesson, 1830, Traité d"Orn.: 349 (Caleutta, Bengal)
Baker, FBL No. 758, Vol, 2: 313

rocat xasmes. Adoae (Hindi); K& pepiva (UL Adibds  (Bengall; Pedda
akurai (Telugu); A& &dsio (Gujarari); Bahedm (Saugar dist., M)

stze.  Pigeon — 3 length e 28 em {11 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS, Male grey, whitsh underneath, with a broad
dark eve-sireak,. Wings and tal
black. Heavy slightly hooked bill.
Female has the eye-streak less
conspicuous and her underparts
are barred grey and white. Per-
ches upright. The white rump-
patch is conspicuous in flight.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HA-
prraT. Resident but subject to

local migrations in the non-
breeding season. The entire
Peninsula roughly south of a line
from Kutch and Deesa (¢. 24°N.) in northern Gujarat, east through northern
Madhya Pradesh and Bihar to southern West Bengal and central East

Coracina novaehollandiae

e | T

' 4

lso o 80 0| o 100]
Distnbutional ranges

[T nipatensis (1073). maced (1072].

ey
1
i

B (oardi (1074). i1 andamana (1075).
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Pakistan. Extends to Mount Abu in Rajasthan but is absent in the desert
portions. In plains and lower hills up to 1000 m (1200 m in Kerala), Well
but rather patchily distributed in open woaded country such as gardens,
cultivations with tall trees, groves ofien near H"LLL” i, rubber p

light deciduous and mixed lorest on the edge ol evergreen.

.‘I.l'l.[..l.'l.lll'l].'u

GENERAL HAmMTS. A bird of the trec-tops lound in pairs or loose parties
which " lollow-my-lecader’, the flizht bei ing undulating with a few strokes of
the wings alternated with short glides. Upon alighting on a branch it flicks up
one wing, then the other, repeating this in *a way reminiscent of a nervous
'.;'-.'||L|-.'|||-|I| tugringe at his I:||, an action |'1-|||,1|~||||,|_{ 1ts dentification ensy
at a distance * (SA). It indulges in this behaviour when courting, calling as
loes 50. In the breeding season it is a common sight to see a pair following
one another from tree to tree uttering their distinetive shrill sereaming calls
o the accompaniment of a slight fluttering of the wings. Though keeping
mamly 1o lngh trees, at times descends to bushes and even the ground Lo
lorage among dead leaves. Moves about a

breeding season.

IL

|-'J|.'|'I-|.|!|.' ill! |.J]l:'. TLiaTL=

Manuds and other large insects and their larvae. Among stomach
the following have been identified: weevils (Astyeus and Myllocerus
bugs (Nezara viridula), crickets (Gryllotalpa africana and Giryllodes
(Mason & Lefroy, 1912). Also feeds largely on the figs of

the various wild Fiews spp.; caterpillars are fed to the VOung,

volrce and caris. A very noisy bird. A long bisyllabic whistle fes-ireee
or f-cee, of shrill parrot-like quality with the accent on the second syllable,
lrequently uttered as they fly among the tree-tops. See also General
Habits.

BREEDING, Season, overall January to Oectober, but mainly March to
July. In western India there appear to be two periods of breeding, first
February to April and again August to October. Nest, a shallow and rather
Himsy saucer-shaped structure of w-.'i;.;\. and grass coated +-\::-:-|..L-lv_r with
|,:-|5|'.,L|,'|!l ‘-.'-.Hl'ltltl.l'_ |i|1i|]'5_:| '-'.-'I.'t]""L'il r '|'|.t|t'r|. i|t11| |_||;|_' |'u|;'L: 1 i E||_r;|'i_.f_|p||_|:_1l
branch up to 18 metres above the qumml usually at m-m-mml-: uie heiglus;
it 15 decidedly small for the size of the bird, about 13 em in diameter and 3
em deep. The normal elutch appears to be three in the Peninsula and two
in Bengal. Ground eolour yellowish buff — sometimes pa le= green — blotched
with ehocolate-brown markings distributed evenly over the surface. Average
size of 22 eggs 31 x 22+4 mm (Baker)

Museusm Diaomosis,. Adult male has dark ear-coveris and black lores: throat
and breast uniform grey, abdomen and fanks barred; centre of abdomen, vent and
under tail-coverts white. In adult female lores dark coloured same as ear-coveris:
throat, breast, abdomen and flanks barred, the bar ring usually extending further
down than in the male, sometimes almost absorbing the white area.,

First-year male and female afier the postjuvenal moult alike and similar to adult
female. He may however be distinguished from her by two points: (1} the primary
coverts are more or bess uniform in colour with a white cdge running round the whaole
of the tip. In adulis {both sexes) these coverts are blackish with marked grey
edges and a whitae edge only on the outer side of the tip; {2) the outer tail-feather
on each side is narrow and pointed, being of course retained from the juvenal
plumage.
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MEASUREMENTS

Wing Ball Tarsus 'ail
(lromy skull)
g o 153-173 27-31 24-27 I11-134 mun
g9 | 56-167 26-30 23-27 108-135 mm

119, 2 @ 108-<119 mm.
(=4, HW)

Tail tends to be shorter in 5. Indian birds: Kerala 3141111

corours oF Bane parts, Adule. Ins reddish or orange-brown. Bill, less and
feet brownish or slaty brown. Juvenile. Irvis brown. Bill slate, paler at base of

lower mandible, Legs and feet bluish slate,

1073. Himalayan Large Cuckoo-Shrike. Corarina novachollandiae nipalensis
(Hodgson
Crranicalus _"L-J_;‘.-.'J.".r.'.'..': Hn(':_‘.:ln_ 836, Ind. Rev., 1{BY: 327 | :\.,'11!;._,|.|
l':nh’afr-t.'ﬁ'_f‘.-e-'r:.--u.". leshatensic Koelz, 1954, Contrib, Inst, Rerional i"_x]ﬂ::ur.;t:q_pn, Mo, 1:
15 (Sangau, Lushai Hills [ Mizo])
Baker, FEI No. 759, Vol, 2: 3H
Vol. 5, plate 61

rocALl masme. Talling-pho (Lepcha).

size, Pigeon —; length 30 cm (12 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. Like macet (1072) but larger; in addition, the adult
female and the first-vear male and female have the chin, throat and breast
grey, lollowed by a certain amount of barring on the belly; the adult male
is without any barring.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, nomadic, and apparently
seasonal local migrant. The Himalavas from Rawalpindi (up to ¢. 1000 m)
in West Pakistan east to Mepal, Sikkim, Assam, and East Pakistan to the
Chittagong region; from the plains normally to 1800 m. In Nepal it ascends
the hills up to 2400 m in summer, and is found up to 1800 m in winter,
occasionally 1o 2400 m (Proud). Affects different types of forest. Generally
keeps to openly wooded country but frequents also scrub jungle, and in
Assam scanty scrub on the Brahmaputra churs. There is a withdrawal from
the higher levels in winter.

Extralimital. Other races in southern China and south across Malaysia
to Australia.

BREEDING. Season, April to June. Nest and eggs as in macei, the latter
averaging 33-6 x 23-4 mm (Baker).

Museum Ihacnosis.  Differs from macei (1072) in being larger. Adult female
and first-vear birds (both sexes) have the throat and breast grey, followed by a certain
amount of barring; they are practically identical with the adult male of the nominate
form though the amount of barring is somewhat less, Adult male uniform ETcy
from throat to the white ventral patch, without any barring.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tail
{from skull)
ad 75-193 30-34 126-148 mun
Qe 173-188 30-32 126-143 mm




PLATE b3

L Schosnicola platywra, Broadtailed Grass Warbler (1546 ' Perieroeatus . fappnews, Orange Minivet
1081}, Q above, 3 Prinia s, secteles, Ashy Wren-Warlder (15177, 4 Cistecada j. 'll!i.III-FI'THIIJ.J-,H‘ﬁ';l,kt't‘ Fantail
Warbler (1499). 5 Tephiredornes g axlvicoda, Large Wood Shrike (1068 G Hemipus fo picatus, Pied
Flycaicher-Shrike (1063).
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COLOURS OF BARE parts, Iris brownish red. Bill, legs, feet and claws black;
soles prev or yellowish grey (Biswas).

1074, Ceylon Large Cuckoo-Shrike. Coracina novachollandiae layard:
(Blyth)

Graucalus layardi Blyth, 1866, This: 368 (southern India and Ceylon;
resiricted by Ripley to Ceylon)
Baker, FBI Mo, 760, Vol. 2: 345

LocAL NaMmes, MNone recorded,

sizé. Myna = ; length ¢. 27 cm (104 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS., As ol 1072, q.v.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and waprTat. A rather scarce but widely distri-*
buted resident in Ceylon. Affects well-wooded country in the drier parts
and natural openings in forest, ascending the hills to ¢, 900 m.

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and voice. As in macei (1072).

BREEDING. Season, March to June (Phillips); July and August (Wait).
Nest as in macei. Egps 2, average size ¢. 31 x 22:3 mm (Baker).

Museus Diackosis,  Separated from macei on its small size. There is no difference
in plumage.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)
+ AT 145-151 27=-30 —_ 104=111 mm
2009 140, 154 27,30 22, 24 108, 109 mm

(HW)

COLOURS OF DBARE PARTS. As in mracei.

1075, Andaman Large Cuckoo-Shrike. Coracine novachollandiae andamana
(Neumann)

Craucalus macel andamanus Neumann, 1913, Orn. Monawsb., 23: 181
(Andaman Islands)

Craucalus favensis andamanensis Whistler, 1940, Ibis: 731 (5. Andamans)
Not in Baker, FBI

LOCAL NaMEes. None recorded.

size. Pigeon — ; length e. 28 cm (11 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. As ol 1072, q.v.

sTATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident and firly common in the
Andaman Islands. Open country (clearings and cultivation), scrub and
light forest, * Does not occur in the Nicobars * (Abdulali, 1964, JBNHS 61:
556]).

c'.]r.mr.am_ HABITS, FOOD and voice. Similar to those of macei, but
‘Unlike €. 5. dobsoni [1076] not found in thick forest, keeping to gardens,

clearings, or trees standing in the open ' (A. L. Butler, 1899, JBNHS 12:
395).

: 5
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through Orissa, Madhya Pradesh and Andhra as far south as Mysore
(Londa, ¢, 15%30°M.). Affects open [orest, riverine bamboo jungle, pine
forest, oak and chestnut woods, abandoned land, and groves,

Extralimital. Central and eastern China, Formosa and Indochinese
subregion.
GENERAL namits. Arboreal. For the most part l.m‘px wicll up in trees

although it might be scen working through rough undergrowth. Onee
ormally singly

r||hl-.-|.~;"|.'1'|:| ]:||||'|n]}];||.l_: .’1]|-||n||'| Il |]'.I' '._:Ilﬂ:!h| under tea ||'.'.-.|'.| . ™
or in pairs, often associating with drongos and minivers in the itinerant
hunting bands. Their general actions and behaviour hopping and vol-
E:!.Lnirll.,' fram branch to branch, upl'_-_:'ut stance when [n‘u']n'ﬂ, and Nuttering
ar hovering in front of I[‘.Lll-'»]:lll'.:‘i to take inscets are all strongly reminis.
cent of the mimivets and wood shrikes.

FooOD. lnsects.

voice and carrs, A descending three- or lour-note song do-la-fa (Fleming)
5.}'H.'-|,|:|:*1] s _II'Z.‘.|:1-."'-|'I-'|" or fweel=foeel=liereor, LA Iv loud but rather monotonous
and plaintive, uttered from a branch or in flight. Song period in Nepal,
beginning of March till end of September (Proud).

BREEDING. oeason, chicfly Mav to June. Nest, a shallow cup of pliant
tuiqu., roots and hbres matted together with cobwebs, lI.I'.I.]'Il'Il on the outside
with lichens and bits of bark. Jones deseribes it as an extraordinary structure
made almost entirely of t':;‘;:'r'pi”.u 5! web with ther t'.rr-]'-piuj.p still .'u|||:'|'||]:,_;
to the exterior, while Osmaston describes a nest as a flimsy structure com-
p::wa almost entirely of the dead deciduous shoots of Phpllantfhus woven
with cobwebs and decorated with lichen. It is fxed on or in the fork of a
branch from three 1o cight metres above the ground. Eggs, usually 3, some-
timnes 2, rarcly -, pale olive-grey longitudinally blotched all over with pale

brown. Average size of 30 eggs 24-3 < 17-4 mm (Baker).

Museum Iacxosiz. See Key to the Species,

MEASUREMENTS

Wing il Tarsus Tail
from skull
aa 118-128 19-23 21-24 111-123 mm

lance 95, once 96)
29 114=124 19-22 21-24 109-120 mm
(SA, BB, SDR)
The sexes do not differ in size significantly,
Weight 4 g1 @ 35-42 g (SA).
COLOURS OF DARE PARTS. Iris reddish brown. Bill, legs, fect and claws black;

soles dirty white, sometimes with a yellowish tinge { Biswas).

Coracina MELANOPTERA (Rippell)

Key to the Subspecics
Darker and larger, wing g 107 mm or over........C. m melanopiera
Paler and smaller, wing o 106 mm or under......... « o O m dykesi
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1078. Himalavan Blackheaded Cuckoo-Shrike. Coracinag melanoplcra
rr.ru'-u.'--f-'.’rrr.' { |{~.|.l‘.-[h'l|.:-

w ik

Ceblepris melanaptera Rippell, 1839, Mus, Senckenbergianum, 3: 25, pl. 2, Fig. 1

{Neu Holland, errore, Bhadwar, Punjaly)
Lalage sykesi eximia Van Tyne & Koelz, 1936, Oce. Papers Mus. Zool., Univ. Michi-

ran, No. 334: 4 (Bhadwar, Kangra District, Punjab, British India)
Baker, FRI No. 756, Vol. 2: 340

MNone recorded,

LOCAL NAMES,
20 em (8 an.).

sizE. Bulbul: length ¢

As of 1079, q.v.

FIELD CHARACTERS,
migrant; from

sTATUS, DISTRIBUTION and mamrat. Resident and loca
][rr.];-l:l,:|:|||| anl H.1||-_;|_'|, chsiriets ]1||-'«.i|:-|1.,' also ;u|iuillil1g submontane
districts of W. Pakistan Punjab — ""‘E""l Low H:-l::r||||:u;-r; cast to the Himala-
yan districts of U.P., up to ¢, 1000 m in the foothills, Winters in the adjacent

Coracina melanoptera

/

[::u

Distributional ranges

. T iy g
B clanoplera (1078). B sken (1079).
plains {exact localities not recorded). Affects open deciduous forest and

serub jungle.
Extralimital. Replaced by sykesi in peninsular India and Ceylon.
GENERAL HABRITS, FOOD and voice. As al 1079,
BREEDING. Season, presumably July and August, but nesting unrecorded.
Museus Diacwosis.  Differs from sykesi in being larger and darker on the back
and upper tail-coveris, lower breast and bellv.
MEASUREMENTS. Wing @' 107-112 mm; tail 85-92 mm (Koelz).

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Not recorded.
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1079. Peninsular Blackheaded Cuckoo-Shrike. Coracing melanoplera
spkesi (Strickland)

36 {Calcutta, vide Baker

2: 17, 87

Baker, FBI No, 756, Vol. 2: 340
Yol. 5, plate 60

LOCAL NAMES, jungli biva (Hindi); Chbota balirdm

arati) ; hermmtopps (Malayalam).

smaugar cist,, ML) Chonna

akurayi (Telugu): Kiala mathine kisio (Gu
sizé. Bulbul +4-; length ¢. 19 em :
FIELD CHARACTERS. Male, light grey with black head, wings and tail,
the latter conspicuously white-tipped on all but the middle pair of rectrices;

/tin,

abdomen and vent white.

Female and yvoung (immature) browner, with no black on head,
the underparts bufl-white, barred with dark brown except on the abdomen,
vent and under tail-coveris.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HaBitaT, Resident, subject to considerable
scasonal local movements, But silent in non-breeding season and then
liable to be overlooked. Cevlon and the whole of the Indian peninsula east
of a line from Kutch and northern Saurashtra roughly through Mount
Abu to Bareilly. Nepal duns (one record, Hitaura May 21, Biswas), West
Bengal (monsoon, June to September), Assam south of the Brahmaputra,
Nagaland, Manipur, and East Pakistan (winter), in the plains and hills
up to 1500 m. A rare resident in the Nilgiri Hills, found up to 2100 m but
chiefly as a winter visitor (October to April). In Cevlon locally distributed
in the lowlands, ascending to 1650 m on the eastern side but less high in
the wetter western aspect. Affects secondary junele, open light deciduous
or mixed forest, thick hedges, fruit gardens, mango groves, young date
scrub, mangroves.

Local Migration. Movements unclear. A marked passage has been recorded
1 JL:I:H.' and again in September-October at Dhulia (Khandesh dist., Maha-
rashtra) and Belgaum (Mysore), In Mysore and Kerala it is most common

as a winter visitor.

GENERAL HABITS. Found singly, in pairs or small parties, often in
association with the roving hunting flocks of wree-pies, babblers, wood
."illrl'kl.'.‘i, {:’rt"g.' Tits, minivets, ete. .-"n.l'-.'flt'r]j:li'_{ to Wait the males are f-uliLm":,*
out of the breeding season, the females and the young associating in small
troops. The birds {ly from bush to bush or tree, searching methodieally the
leaves and twigs as they procecd from branch to branch. They prefer tall
trees and only occasionally do they deseend to the ground in scarch of
insects, progressing by long hops like a thrush.

f).".ill".'."rl't. Az the ]?]l't"l.l:!l‘.f SEAS0MN ;I.]'I-]'.I'.'(J.Li'lll"‘i, the male secms to become
::Hc‘t‘t.‘tiillj__‘;i}' vaciferous and ] L relsome, ti.n'lirl;,: t':‘p;_:;u,l:,wli\_r at his mate
with outspread wings and tail and uttering all the while a sharply repeated
chattering cry (E. H. N, Gill).

roob. Mostly insects; also berries (Lantana, Ficus figs, ete.).

voict and caLes. The song consists of some clear mellow whistling notes
followed by a quick-repeated | -pit, heard only during the hot weather
and rains. Also rendered as hedf wil wéd toy Loy twy tey and wit wil wheet
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wheet wheet wheet (Henry). The female has a monosyllabic chirp. One call is
also described as *a L Azy hu.f.x':n,j_; snarl? {Hi['.llltll'i:l.

BREEDING. Seagon, chiclly March to May in L]-_‘!I.'Inu,' ;"\.pr]l—‘.\l.':.‘;' in the
outhern Peninsula, June to August in the Decean, and 1_||||:11_' Lo Scptl_‘lnhcr
in the northern parts ol its range. Nest, a shallow saucer ¢, 8 em in diameter,
made of dry grasses, lightly bound with cobweb, forming a compact and
firm structure, but lacking the finish of the nests of minivets and wood
shrikes, and deveid ol any lining. Very small {or the size of the bird and
difficult to find; placed in the fork or on a bare branch of a large tree from
two to eight metres above the ground. Eges, 2 in Ceylon, and 3, sometimes
2 in the Peninsula; greenish white thickly blotched and streaked throughout
with shades of pale IJHH'-IL.. }:mtluul.ul!, towards the large end. Average
size of 50 eggs 22+4 » 16-2 mm (Baker)., The male shares incubation.

Musgus -IDacnosis. ])lﬁllh [rom melansptera in being smaller and paler on the
back and upper tail-coverts, lower breast and belly,

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
I:t-]'ill'll :.ku"]
a'a 98-110 18-20 19-22 72-84 mm
(once 94)
Q9 a98-104 17-20 20-22 71-80 mm

(SA, HW, BB)
Weight 19 g0 @ 24-36 g (SA).
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS, [Iris dark brown, Bill, legs and feet horn brown.

1079a, Nicobar Pied Cuckoo-Shrike. Coracina nigra davisoni (Kloss)

Lalage nigra davisoni Kloss, 1926, Jour, Malay Branch Roy. Asiat. Soc., 4: 159
(Micobar Islands)
Baker, FBI Wo. 757, Val. 2: 341

Local NaMEs. None recorded.

sizé. Bulbul4- ; length ¢. 18 em (7 in.).

FIELD cHARACTERS. Male. Above, forchead and superciliaries white;
crown and mantle glossy black; back and rump pale grey; tail black with
white tips; wings black and white. Below, white; breast washed with grey.

Female brown above; dirty white lightly barred with black below.

Young (immature) brownish, mottled above and streaked below.

S§TATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HabBrrat, Resident: Nicobar Islands (Trin-
kat, Camorta). Not yet recorded from Car Nicobar or Little and Great
Nicobar. Affects forest edges and secondary growth.

Extralimital, Other races in the Malay Peninsula and the islands of
Malaysia to Celebes and the Philippines.

GENERAL HABITS, lound in pairs or small partics in low scrubby under-
growth, feeding close to the ground.

roon. Insccts.

vorce and caris, Unrecorded.

BREEDING. Season? Eggs have been found in May. Nest, described as a
slight structure of fine sticks fastened o a small branch with cobwebs, and
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2. similar

covered with lichen externally; taken in very dense forest.
to those of 1079 but rather brown. Two eggs measure 21:8 % 16 and
22-1 ¥ 15 mm.

Museum Diacrosis. See Key to the Species; for details of plumage Baker,
loc. cit.
MEASUREMEXNTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Iail
(from skull)

iga 88-92 18-19 19-21 G oy

299 88, B9 g 19 20, 22 69. 73 mm
',_li||1|:l|:|:

COLOURS OF BARE ParTS. Iris brown or reddish brown. Bill, lees and feet black.

Genus PEricrocoTus Boie
Peri Boie, 1826, 1si I. 972, Tyvne by YV scicapa ming
ericrofolny Done, 1000, 1518, OOl 2L, Yo, by monolypy, Afpscdapa mintala
Temnunck
Genus remarkable for 1ts brilliant coloration in which reds and vellows ['Ii'\.:'-lﬂi.j-

nate, Bill about hall length ol head, strone, hooked and notched., Nostrils concealed

by plumes. Wing long and pointed; tail long and steeply graduated. Feot weak,

Key to the Species

Page
I Tail black and red; upper tail-coverts red
A Crown and back glossy black
a Innermostsecondaries withoval red dreps. ........ P flammens o 25
b Tnnermost secondaries with no oval red drops
1 Red of wing-patch extending down along outer webs of se-
condaries....... v o v Poethologus 32

2 Red of wing-patch not extending down along outer wehs of
o T £ - S O cuvnrnessads bregirosiris 3
B Crown and back ashy or grev, never black
¢ Wing over 80 mm

3 Lower plumage bright scarlet........... vuenaaeds soloris o 36
Lower plumage rosy red....... e S e P. rosens Gt 37

d  Wing under 75 mm
5 'Throat grev to black; breast scarlet.......... P cienamomeus g 40
0 Lower plumage all pale vellow. . ..... v o enn s CiNNEMOmEns © 40

IT Tl black and yellow: upper tail-coveris vellow
G Innermost secondaries with oval yellow spors. .. .... . P. flammens @ 25
D Innermost secondaries with no oval yellow spois
¢ Upper and lower back not concolorous. ..., sauisaes s solaris Q 36
f Upper and lower back concolorous
7 Rump and upper tail-coverts all deep yellow

i Yellow of forchead extending on crown to level of eve, ...
I R R S I S PSR cameasm e s s OTCEIROTITEL D 30
i Yellow of forchead not extending on crown. . .... P ethologus Q b
8 Rump and upper tail-coverts margined with vellow. . P. roseus © 17
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IIT ‘Tail black and white; upper tail-coverts gray, brown or black
. Rump red, or white marked with red

g Dark parts of upper plumage glossy black. . .. ... . P, erpthropygiig o 45

h  Dark parts of upper plumage smoky brown. ... .. P. erythropysins 45

F Rump with no trace of red. . i ot imeisat i . o divaricalus 35

PericrocoTus Frammeus (Forster)

Key to the Subspecies

Males
A Underparts deep scarlet

a  First two primaries with no red on the outer webs

| ]--l.ri.;l'r. WINE D0 Mo OF OVEr. v ve s s 5 o f '.r.-c’n'llu.ﬂ-érﬁ 25
2 omaller, wing ¢. 90 10 98 mmi. . .ovvvnevinsean ...F . fratercedus 28
(7] Firat throe |JI'iI'.I.|.1'|I:r '.~.|.l|| i |_r11 ol the outer we 'I:n\.L bases of recirices
with a considerable amount of black. . . .. v e n v n e nad f andananensis 27
l5 L'r|'|-.'rp.nrl'-. more orange, less scarlet. ... ... s wmaw .I"'Jf f.rumh.'rui 27

3 mzeas l:moreredintail..........

............. P. f. semiruber a4

1080. North Indian Scarlet Minivet. Pericrocolus flammeus speciosus
(Latham)
Turdus speciosus Latham, 179, Index Orn., 1: 363
[India, restricted to Darjecling by Baker)
Phaenicornis elegans Horsfield, 1840, Proe. Zool. Soc. London: 156-7 (Assam; type
locality restricted by Deignan, 1946, to the neighbourhood of Sadiya,
north-castern Assam)
Cl. Degnan, H. G., 1946, Auk. 63: 512-33.
Baker, FBI No. 733, Vol. 2: 319
Plate 66, fig. 8, facing p. 18

LocAL MaMes, Pdhdn baldlchdshm (Hindi)
fdpalial, Ranr chird (Nepali).

sizé. Bulbul 4 ; length ¢. 23 em (9 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. A slim glossy black and deep scarlet bird,

s Sdheli (Himalaya) ; Sdydli (Bengali) ;

Male., dAbove, head, neck and upper
back pglossy blue-black: lower back and
rump deep scarlet; wings and graduated
tail particoloured black and scarlet. Below,
throat black, rest of underparts bright
scarlet.

Female. Forehead and short super-
e f.'.iliuru_ bright vellow; rest f;-f upperparts
: yellowish grey; wings and tail as in male,
with scarlet replaced by yellow; underparts bright vellow.

The male differs from ethologus and brevirostris by its larger size and the
greater amount ol red on tail as seen from above; the female by its larger
size and the brighter yellow of the underparts.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HamTaT. Resident, moving to lower alt-
tudes and extending into the plains in winter. The Himalayas from Murree
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and \.[‘nd: rs and also makes short acrial sallies in pursuit of winged prey.
Flight direct, with the graduated tail frequently spread, the flock fitting
from tree to tree in follow-my-leader style.

Display. A display flight has been recorded in which the male — or both
sexes — soars up with outspread wings, then spirals down, wings stull out-
stretched, and alights on the top of a tree, the performance being repeated.

roon, Caterpillars, green 1'|'in:|~;,:"-. cicadas and other insects.

VOICE .||'|_r|,|, CALLS, ."I. sweei-to0 l||. l:ll: ar l]llll] ]l. '-'-ljl"-'ll:.' fee=lier I:Rl'!":. ltl‘d
EVery 2 or 3 scconds, Also fi el yioee-ticedctyivee- e, similar to that of He i fies
but somewhat irregular and re u11]1 distinguishable from the latter. The
sOng 15 Hltll.i"- @4 more o [;l:l-ll ALC VErsI00 of the same \-'llllll.!\, a shrill E‘-Il'.'il.‘i-."l.l'l.l
warble not often heard.

BREEDING. Season, in Cevilen mainly Februarv-MMay, with a second brood
in August-September; an occasional occupied nest may be found in other
months (Henry); in Kerala nests are found in February “and from June

Sn'pu'mh:'l', therefore presumably having two broods; in Mysorce from
June to September, and in Maharashera July-August. Nest, a neat small
cup of lichens bound together with cobwebs, plastered with Hakes of bark
and spiders’ egg-cases, and lined with mid-ribs of dry leaves harmonizing
perfectly with the supporting branch; usually at a considerable height
— 6 to 18 metres from the ground. Favourite sites are a tree growing on the
edpge of jungle or tall trees in tea plantatons, Eges, 2 or 3, pale blue-green,
freckled with pale vellowish brown, lavender and grey; they measure
about 23 » 17 mm. Incubation by [emale only, feeding of young by both
sexes. When nest-young in danger from predator, e.g. tree pie, both parents
observed fluttering frantically from branch to branch, screeching pitcously
as if wounded. The male with fluffed plumage even fell fluttering to the
ground to heighten the effect.

Musgum Ihiacxozis. Underparts in male more orange than scarlet; the first
three primaries lack the red spot, and the central rectrices are wholly black; in the
female the first three primaries lack the vellow spot.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
from skull
aal B7-97 17-20 16-17 82-101 mm
[+ v B7-96 16-19 1617 86-96 mm

(SA, HW)
Weight 3 g'g? - P 25 ¢ (Rensch, SA).
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Ins brown. Bill black; mouth pink, vellowish pink

or brown and grevish pink. Legs, feet and claws black; soles yellowish.

1082, Burmese Scarlet Minivet. Pericrocotus flammeus fraterculus Swinhoe
Pericrocotus fraterculus Swinhoe, 1870, Ibis: 244 (Hainan)
Pericrocolus speciosus balers La Touche, 1922, Bull. Brit. Orn. CL., 42: 54
(Southeast Yunnan)
Baker, FBI No. 734, Vol. 2: 320
LocAL Nasmes, Dao ribt gadeba (Cachan)) ; fngorui (Kacha Nng:r ; Folishendr (Mikir) ;
Sdma pakar (Comilla, E. Pakistan),
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sizé.  DBulbul; length e, 22 em (B in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. As ol 1080, q.v.

sTaTus, pisTRIBUTION and mammatr. Resident. Garo, Khasi, Cachar
andd Naga hills of Assam, }-.l.'u:]ipur (% and south to the East Pakistan
halls, from ]l-]:l.ilu. level o e, 1800 m, Affects apen deciduous and CVCIEreen
lorest.

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and voioe, As in flammens, In courtship, des-
cribed by McCann (JBNHS 34: 1061-2), a female few up from branch
]J]Lj]l it the air ::t'£'||1n|:l.'|.|:1i.t'[| |r}' a feeble whistle. The ll1.'l.ltf l'jlll'ilh_‘tl }Lllcl
geized her l.'l,iE-[i]l iry his bill, both birds then :-.'[ﬁ:l';l.”illg dlown Ih1'-mgl| Space
thus — * like a plane * spinning " '. Male released female before returning
to the same perch, These antics were soon repeated.

prEEDING.,  April to June, Breeding biology as in the nominate race.
Egg measurements: 23 x 14-3 t0 23 x 15-8 mm (Baker).

Museum Diacxosis.  Sce Key 1o the Subspecies. In the adult male, the first two
primaries lack the red spot and the central recirices are whaolly black; in the female
the first three recinees lack the yvellow spot.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from [eathers)
a e 90-97 13-14 ¢ 18 T8-81 mm
{ Baker)

Wing o' 96-103; 9 @ 93-101 mm (Deignan).
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in flammens.

1063, East Indian Scarlet Minivet. Pericrocotus flammens semiruber
Whistler & Kinnear

Pericrocolus speciosus semiruber Whistler & Kinnear, 1933, Jour. Bombay nat, Hisr. Soc.,

36 340 (Sankrametta, "-"i'.ri'u.:u]::u.'lll:l

LOCAL NAME. Sawudli (Bengali).

size. DBulbulj length ¢. 22 em (B} in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. As ol 1080, g.v. See Museum Diagnosis.

sTaTUs, DisTrRiBuTion and maprrar.  Resident. From western Madhya
Pradesh (Betul) to Orissa, southern Bihar and West Bengal, and northern
Andhra, Affects moist-deciduous and evergréen lorest of the hill tracts.

GENERAL HABDITS, FooD and vorce. As in flammens. The males are said
to have a ‘ superb courtship flight above the tree-tops in April and May ',

BREEDING, Segron, presumably May and June as sexual display was
observed during the latter end of April in the Visakhapatmam and Betul
districts. Nesting as in _flammeus.

Museus IDiacnosis.  Differs from speciosus in the greater amount of red in the
tail. First two primarics unspotted in the male, first three (usuvally) in the female.
The red on the eentral pair of rectrices usually occupies the terminal two-thirds
of the outer webs. P. £ fraterculus has the central rectrices wholly black and is
slightly smaller.
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MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill | arsns Ll
from skull
iy 100106 70-21 18-19 04-102 mm
=l 96102 19-20 18 92-101 mm
HW)
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS.  As in femmeas.
1084. Shorthilled Minivet. Pericrocotus brevirasteis brevirosiris (Vigors)
Muscipeta brevirostris Vigors, 1830, 'roc. Zool. Soc. London: 43 { Himalayvas Sikkim

foothills, mde Mavr, 1940

Phaenicormes .'i!f-l.'l.'- McClelland, 1840 (1859Y, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 157

Perterocolus brecirosfrrs IRPIERET, ko Iz, r ||. ir. Lool. Soc. India 4 42
Shillone Peak, Khasia Hills
Baker, FBI Xo. 739, Val. 2: 324

Vol. 5, plate 57

Local Nasmes. Lali rdja sord {Astam): Dae ribe kashiba (Cachari).

size,  Dulbul s length e, 17 cm
FIELD CHARACTERS Male | black and scarlet bird with a broad scarlet

band running through the black wing, black throat, a black and scarlet

rump. YVery similar to etholopnr and

< in the late the red extends down

stecply graduated tail, and a sca
1 1
1 e

diflicult 1o distinguish from it in the f
along the outer webs of the secondaries, forming a rough, inverted U on the
wing.

Female has a grev back, vellow throat, and all the red parts of male
replaced by vellow,

Young (hrst=yvear) male resembles female, Wing pattern ol females is
practically similar, 8

P. brevirosiris mav be distinruished by the more extensive vellow of the

forchead (extending to the top of head) and on the sides of neck, Voice is

pt'c:h.‘til]j.' different bt comparative data are wanting. The slightly lLarge:

_‘.]r;_'1'j|_'L.l'.'..'.'-'."'||'.'|"|' S ll.i‘-lil'l:._':llinl'lr'il |-',' L E'-|'|E ﬁ-\.:',.1|"; 0l [j'_|' 'II'I'I:'I'IEE.I:'IE". ""\.'I_'”ll'.'-f

i the lemale) h%']hl].‘l.h'fl from the E.u:;’.': -.'.:_L_l_:-['._'ﬁ.:'|| ].':,' a black band.

Male ol soleris has a dark grev, not black throat: female has a whitish throat

contrasting with the remaining vellow underparts. P, cienamomeus is smaller,
has grev head, back and throat and vellow-orange belly: the female has
the underparts whitish and an orange-red rump. P orosens has erey upper-
parts and rosy red underparts. Except for the latter two species, shades of
red in minivets cannot be appraised in the field.

STATUS, DSTRIBUTION and vAsITaT.  Resident, subject to vertical move-
ments; much less common than P elhologus, at least in the Himalavas.
From west central Nepal (iwo records) to Sikkim, Bhutan, NEFA, Assam
south to the Mizo Hills, Nagaland, Manipur and the hills of East Pakistan:
from ¢, 1800 to 2400 m descending o the foothills in winter. Affects open
deciduous forest, edges of evergreen, and sccondary growth near cultivation.
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Pericrocotus brevirostris

f f i \ ‘

rw |70 80 0| < 100}
B Breeding range P. b. brevivostris (1084).

Extralimilal, Extends to western Burma and western Yunnan, The
species ranges to Kwanglung and Nerth Vietnam,

GENERAL HABITS and roon. Similar to those of ethologus, q.v.

voice and cavrs.  The following notes are described by Laster (JBMNHS
52: 47) for brevirestris, but identity not absolutely certain, A shrill persistent
fieiweies (first note lower) given by both sexes when perched or in flight.
A churring shrererei , . . shrered (rising) . . . leieied (last note lower) ... A
lond shi-chiwit-chiwit-chewau (high-rising-low) with variations given by
a female, Twee-twi=twi — siwtlisiee  (high=low-low-rising) with variations
given by male when flying round ; also a more complicated song 100 involved
and ioo rapid to record phonetically; the basis is a loud swifi (pitched fairly
high) with many variations and often run together to [orm phrases. Also
recorded : a highpitched se-sei while loraging, a solt wi. . wi given by both
sexes, and calls in Hight rendered as se-wa-wa-woni and whi-iohi-whi-si-wee.
A comparatve study of the vocalizations of P, brepirostris and s *double’,
P. etholopus, seems deswrable,

prEEMNG. Unknown,

Museusm Diacnosis,  Adult male. Generally a deeper more erimson-red under-
neath than P. ethelogus. Gloss of upperparis more purplish. Black of throat decper,
more glossy and extending farther down the throat. First primary all black. Distin-
guished fromn it mainly by the black secondaries, without a red margin. The central
recirices are narrowly margined with red on the outer webs. In the next pair, the
red siretches not only on the outer web right up to the tip, but alse over much of the
inner web, so that the tip is wholly red with a black wedge-shaped zone from the
base towards the edge ending about 25 mm before the tip.
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In the female the throat is vellow, concolorous with the underparts; the yellow
on forchead extends to the crown 1o the level of the eyves. This species 15 also a liule
smaller than ethologur with a relatively shorter tal.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Ball I'ail
{fromy skull)
ad 85-01 15 88-103 mm
QQ 85-90 15 S0-100 mm

Taal e. 1059 of wing. (Stresemann, Mavre, BR

Weight g9 16-17 g (SDR).
coLounrs oF BARE pARTS. Iris dark brown. Bill, lees and feet black.
PericrocoTus ETHoLocus Bangs & Phillips

Kev to the Subspecies

Pape

A Smaller: ||l|1.'i:-l:.'|' Erey O UPPCTPATIE. (i cucessrsesasasess P. e 35
B I.igh!rr Erey on upperparts with an olive wash. . . 4
a9

i

C Larger; red lighter, tail longer

1085, West Himalﬂ.yuu Lungtai]rd Minivet. Pericrocolis a'f."a.-:-."-,-;rrs
Sfavillacens Bangs & Phillips

Pericrocotus brevirostris flavillacens [sic] Bangs & Phillips, 1914, Bull. Mus. Comp.
Zool., Harvard Univ. 58: 293 (Koolloo Vallev, northern Tndia)

i

Baker, FBI No. 738, Vol, 2: 323

Local NaMmes. Wozal mini (Kashmiri); Chhata pahdr bildlehishm (Hindi) ; Rajalal
(e}, Miane cleirg { 9 ) (Paharnial.

stizé. Bulbul —; length ¢. 18 em (7 in.}.

FIELD CHARACTERS, Male, a slim glossy black and deep scarlet bird
with a large scarlet patch on the black wing, black throat and a black-and-
scarlet graduated tail.

Female has a vellow throat and all the red parts of the male replaced
by vellow. For distinction between this species and P. brevirostris as well as
other members ol the genus, see 1084 (under Field Characters).

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HaBmaT, Mostly a summer visitor (March
to October) along the Himalavas from the Safed Koh (Whitchead, his
1909: 30}, Chitral and the Kaisargarh Range [Stockley, JBNHS 34: 575;
Christison, ibid. 43: 487 (recorded as * specigrus ' or * brevirosiriz ')] east
through Gilgit, Kashmir to central Nepal where it intergrades with laetis
(Biswas, JBNHS 58: 457). Breeds from ¢. 1200 o 3000 m; in east Nepal
from 1500-3400 m (Diesselhorst). Birds recorded as high as 3900 m in
northwestern Nepal (Lowndes); optimum zone 1800-2400 m. Winters
(October to March) in the foothills, usually below 1000 m (up to 1500 m
in Kathmandu Valley) and in the plains from Peshawar, the Salt Range
and Bahawalpur east through Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh south
to Betul, Seoni and Jabalpur. Straggles south to Sind (Malir near Karachi),
Baluchistan (Sibi), Jodhpur, Mount Abu, Maharashtra (Sangola), Gujarat
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Pericrocotus ethologus

i

{8

bk

—

Distributional ranges
M faviflacews {1oB5). T lzctus {1086). mariae (1087).

{(Decsa). Affects open forest (mainly pine forest in the western parts of its
range) and trecs bordering cultivated areas; in the plains in winter visits
wooded compounds, mango groves, forest and tamarisk jungle.

Extralimital. A summer visitor to Nuristan (Afghanistan).

MIGRATION. Mo ringing data. Arrives in its breeding grounds at the end
of March or early in April; alter the breeding season, flocking starts in July
and a leisurely descent takes place from August to November. Usually the
foothills are reached by September and the plains by November though
a few may come as :,':|.:|'|.1_.' L f‘;r[‘.-[t:m];c:t' in the more northern '[il-'l.i!tl.ﬂ, Some
are found however in the hills up to 2000 m during the winter.

GENERAL HABITS. Highly gregarious except when brecding, parties of
20 te 40 or more individuals being met with as they fly from trec-top to
tree-top. Une af the conspicuous birds of the Himalayas. Strictly arboreal;
flits [rom sprig (o sprig, sometimes hovers in front of a flower and occasionally
lawks insects in the air; seldom il ever descends to bushes. Sits upright
while at rest.

roop, Ascertained food consists of spiders, orthoptera, hymenoptera,
beetles, diptera and various larvae as well as buds of acacias and fruits.

voice and caLis, Notes recorded with certainty for this species are a
finch-like djib-djib (Schiifer), also rendered as a mellow, interrogative weet-
twee? (SA). Other calls recorded as tig-tig-per-wa-lee (Fleming), swiiswit-
swititatit and swisweel-sweel-sweet (Magrath) and a tit-like chatter when
travelling along the tree-tops. Also a frequent 3-svllabled call well rendered
by the word minivet (Dicssclhorst). Sce also 1084,

pREEDING. Season, April {once in March) to June. Nest, a beautiful cup
of grass bents, line twigs or rootlets, thickly coated on the outside with
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cobweb and lichen. There is no real lining but occasionally a few feathers,
down or hair are found. Placed towards the extremity of a horizontal
branch high up in tall trees, usually between 15 and 24 metres from the
ground, sometimes as low as 5 m. Eggs, 3 or 4, white usually tinged with
pale green, spotted and blotched with light brown to blackish brown, with
e lavender and inky grey. Average size of 15 egps

secondary marks ol pa
19-8 % 15+1 mm (Baker). Both parents build the nest and feed the young,
One brood is reared. While their nest was being examined, the birds have
been abserved to * turn their tail inward between their legs, spread out thei
wings, and flutter down from a neighbouring tree on to the ground just as
a young bird which could scarcely fly would do * [Dodsworth).

Musgvs Diacxosis. Male (adult) similar to fecfus; however differences are
bridged over by individual variation (Mayr).

Female (adult) back very grevish with only a slight greenish tinge; a fair amount

arts variable but gencrally pale lemon-yellow

l_1r‘_|'l_'||{:l1.'|." an i-u:rl:]lr.'.uE; under

Young, upperparts, median and lesser coverts dark grev, rump and upper tail-
coveris yellowish and all except last with subterminal blackish bars and narrow white
tips; ear-coveris grey with darker bars; underparts grevish white, suffused with
vellow and with dark bars; under tail-coverts pale yellow; greater coverts and ter-
tials yellowish white at up; rest of wing and tail as in adult. Postjuvenal moult in-
cludes body, all wing-coverts except primaries. and tertials. First-year males re-
semble females,

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Taul
from skull)
aa £9-96 14 104-114 mm
Q@ 86-94 14-15 101-114 mm

{Mayr, SA)

Tail e. 11495 of wing.
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 1086,

1086. East Himalayan Longtailed Minivet. Pericrocolus ethologus laetus
Mayr

Perterocofus J'Ilr::'.'-'-g.'.'s [aeius Mave, 1940, This: 717 -:_]I:':.'h:l'k. F||L|.c::|1'|_;
Mot in Baker, FBI

LocAL NaMmEs. None recorded,

size. Bulbul —; length ¢. 18 em (7 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. Asin 1083, g.v.

sTATUS, DIsTRIBUTION and pamitar, Resident, subject to verteal move-
ments. The Himalavas from central Nepal east to Sikkim, Bhutan, NEFA,
Assam in the Khasi Hills and East Pakistan in the northeastern hills. Lud-
low’s report of * P, brevirestris affinis * as requent between 1500 and 3300 m
in Bhutan (fbis 1937: 283) as well as Stevens’s records of ‘affinis” up o
3600 m in winter in Sikkim probably pertain to P. ethologus. This species
breeds in a higher zone than P. brevirostris but previous records are mixed
ap. The breeding zone appears to be between ¢, 1500 and 3300 m (up to
3500 m in Tibet). Most birds descend to lower altitudes in winter, reaching
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the foothills and extending into the plains as far as southeast Orissa (Russell-
konda), West Bengal and the Brahmaputra valley. Affects open forest,

CLCE l||||||‘||"\- OF EVETrTrrecell.

GENERAL HAMTS, FoOD and vorce. Asin 1085,
BREEDING., As in 1085
Museusm Diacwosie, Male. Generally more orange or scarlet-red below than
P, breviroatris, Gloss of upperparts more Bluish or even preenish blue. Black of throat
ller and more restricted o upper throat, Second innermaost rectrix black except

for a nanow red line along the

outer web and an occasional small |'|'\-:E spol on e

inner web, Size generally larger; iail relatively longer, Distinguished from it maindy
-L'_-'-. the I-'-l ITLECETLIE (301 IlJ': L rr!|'| '.I'i":l_ Hirsl Prmiary w il o whinish o !Ji:ﬁ_ |:|:|,'||_'|_r'i||_
along the outer web {(all black in Srevirostrin), Female has a narrower '!,-|:||u'.1.' AreA On

orehead and a whitish or pale yellow upper throat,

adult) 15 similar w that of fesillacens, but the red in general somewhat

|.-'-'.':--':': VETY '-|Z ".|||‘-' SIT1 .'.| | rEll‘ I..|| somocwhat shorter,

Female (adult), crown of a pure dark grey with very hittle vellow on forehead,
1 |

t w=nl
IECK '.I!.ll-.. S LLCE
ok ‘ .z 1

olive-green; feathers around the eye white or yellowish white:
viellow of underparts richer, more cadmium vellow, but upper throat 1.|i|i{|i~.lim'll:.'
paler than breast and abdomen; ear-coverts greyish,

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tail
(from skull)

I f0-05 15-16 101-107 mm

20 f6-02 15-16 98-108 mmm

(Mavr, :":\-I|'l."1l'|:|,-;1_||:||.r BBY
Tail ¢. 1139, of wing,
Weight 1 g 18; 1 @ 1B g (SA).

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill, legs, [eet and claws black.

1087. Nagaland Longtailed Minivet. Pericrocotus ethologus mariae Ripley

Pericrocolus ethologus mariae Ripley, 1952 (May 20}, Jour. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc. 50
486 (Phek, eastern Naga Hills)
Perierocolus brevirostris anrcus Koelz, 1952 (Sept.), Jour. Zool. Soc. India 4: 42
(Hmuntha, Lushai Hills)
Mot in Baker, FBI

LOCAL HAME. Do ribn Kasfoba (Cachari).

sizE. Dulbul —; length ¢. 18 em (7 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS, Asin 1085, g.v.

sTaTUs, DISTRIBUTION and masrrar. Resident subject to vertical move-
menis. Magaland, Manipur, southern Assam in Cachar and Mizo Hlls,
and East Pakistan in the Chittagong Hill Tracts; up 1o at leaste 1800 m,
Aflects open lorest, deciduous or evergreen.

Extralimital.  The Chin Hills of Burma. The spec’es ranges east to central
Vietnam and north to Manchuria.

GENERAL HARITS, Yoop and voice. As in 1085,

pREEDING.  Unrecorded.

Museusm Diacxosis. Compared to leetws, the adult female i3 deeper and more
pure grey on the upperparts, lacking the olive-gréen wash; rump and upper



b
]
36 CAMPEPHAGIDAE
tail-coverts somewhat richer, more orange-vellow. Below thers i3 a rich, strong
crange-yellow wash particularly on the lower throat, breast and abdomen. Adult
. . .y )
male slightly deeper red. For distinguishing from P, brepirosivis see 1086, "I-'
MEASUREMENTS. Wing 1 & 88, 2 © © 85, 8G; il g 100, ¢ 104 mm, {
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Asin 1086, '
[T
|
1088, Yellowthroated Minivet. Pericrocotus solaris solaris Blyth l
i
Pericrocatus solaris Blyth, 146, Jour. Asiat. Soe. Bengal, 15: 310 (Darjecling)
Baker, FBI No, 742, Vol. 2: 326
B -
Vol. 5, plate 57 2.3
LOCAL NAMES. [Dao tisha raja gakerba, Dao ribi gaherba (Cachari). 4
sizg. Bulbul —; lenpth e. 17 cm (7 in.). 2
p— T
FIELD CHARACTERS. Male., Abore, crown and back dark slaty, mnot
black; rump and upper tail-coverts deep scarlet; wings and tail black and )
red. Below, chin greyish white; throat orange-yellow; rest of lower plumage &
bright scarlet. \
Female. Abore, crown, neck and upper back ashy grey, f:!lil.rl_‘.;'ith ter !_
olive-green on lower back and 1o dark vellow on upper tail-coverts. Wing aly
and tail as in male but red replaced by vellow, Below, chin greyish white, i |
rest of underparts vellow. 23

The male of this race differs from other miniveis by the whitish chin
and T_Ir:lllgl_'-"}'l_‘lh_l'n.' wash on the throat: the female by the whitsh chin and "Ir
! : '3
absence of vellow on the forchead. |

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and maesrrar, Resident, subject to vertical move-
ments. Nepal where it appears to be scarce [observations and specimens
from Deorali I:.“:i.'i'-.\':t.'i_, JH-\'!"\ By _'_1:-'.] are the onlv ]'}I'I"il-lIIIL[:'.':..'!JL'Ii:tI'I =
cords], Sikkim common and recorded up to 3000 m, Bhutan, common [
from 1500 to 3000 m (Ludlow, fbis 1937: 283), the hills of Jalpaiguri district
{W. Bengal), Assam (Abor, Cachar, Khasi and Manipur hills) and the
hills of East Pakistan, up to the highest peaks. An old Kashmir record is
very doubtful {Hume, SF 11: 97). Affcets open forest.

Exiralimital. Ranges east to northern and western Burma. The specics
extends through the Indochinese subregion, south China, Sumatra, Borneo i
and Forimosa. e

GENERAL mAmITS. Little known. Essentially a montane species; arboreal
like other minivets but scems to keep in smaller flocks and frequents the
tops of tall trees,

roon., Insects, o

voice, Unrecorded.

nREEDING.  The only two nests recorded were found by Baker in June
(the pairs form in April). Nest, a cup of twigs, roots and grass stems well
interwoven and matted with cobweb, more or less covered with grey lichen,
looking like an excrescence of the branch on which it is placed. Feos 3,
pale yellow-brown, marked with blotches of dark brown and purple-grey,
or pale sea green flecked with tiny specks of pale reddish; size about
19 x 14 mm. Males also breed in subadult female plumage.,

-
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Museum Diacnosis.  See Key to the Species.
MEASUREMENTS

Wing Ball Tarsus Tail
(from Eku"]
ae T8-00 14-16 15-17 83-102 mm

(BB, SA)
Weight 2 't 11, 17;2 @ @ 12,16 g (SA).

COLOURS OF DARE PaRrTS. Iris deep brown. Bill, lers and fect brownish black.
L] o

1089, Rosy Minivet. Pericrocolus rosens roseus (Vieillot)

Museicapa rosea Vieillot, 1818, Nouv. Dict. d*Hist, Nat.,, nouv, ed., 21 : 486 (Bengal)
Iaker, FBI No. 744, Vol, 2: 328
Yol. 5, plate 60

LOCAL NAME. Do rifn (Cachar).

stzg. LBulbul —; length ¢. 18 cm (7 in.).

FIELD GHARACTERS. Male, upperparts ashy brown; rump and upper
tail-coverts rosy pink; wings and tail much as in other minivets but scarlet
replaced by deep pink. Underparts from chin to vent rosy pink which
distinguishes it {rom other species of the penus.

Female, like male but rosy and red parts replaced by pale yellow.
Differs from other ¢ minivets in

iaving an olive or olive-yellow, not bright
yvellow rump, but may be casily eonfused with immature § Shorthilled
Minuvet (1084) on a casual sighting.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and masrrar. A partial migrant, Breeding in the
lower zone of the outer Himalayas from N.W.F.P. eastward, and through
the hills of Assam and ?\I.Lllipm'_, from GO0 to 1800 metres (tlown 1o ijl,;i"q
level in Upper Assam), There are no records from Nepal since Hodgson's
days, one winter record from the Sikkim teral and no records from Bhutan,
but it is reported as a fairly common resident in the hills and duars of
Jalpaizuri district {(W. Bengal). Obtained at 1000 m in December in the
Naga Hills (Ripley). All records from the castern Himalayas are from April
to October. Winters widely but sporadically over the Peninsula, recorded
west to 3ind (once) and south to Delhi (once), Andhra (Godavari Valley),
Maharashira {Bombay environs, Aurangabad dist., Nagpur) and Kerala
(no recent records), and appears to be rare. Not uncommen in Orissa and
castern Madhya Pradesh (Bastar dist.). All records from the Peninsula are
from winter months except in the Visakhapatnam Ghats whence there are
some April data. La Personne found them uncommon at Sankrametta and
obtained specimens on 4 April, while Whistler thought ®the breeding
season was commencing, to judge by the argans of the specimens collected *
(Sankrametta, 4 Apnil).! Affects deciduous or evergreen forest: also lightly
wonded country and pardens.

I Possibly belated migrants?
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Pericrocotus roseus

30
.:—'—"'-'_'-'-

—
20
10

F—-.-___-.'

IE-:I 10

B Brccding range Broken line = winter extension of P. r. roseus

(108g).

Fxtralimital. Extends east through northern Burma and southern China
to North Vietnam. P. r. cenlonensis is found in China north ol the range
of roseus.

GERERAL HADITs. Little recorded. Gregarious aflter the breeding season
and somewhat erratic in winter. Arboreal and rather more sluggish than
other minivets, olten sitting still on the tops ol the trees.

roop. Insects,

voice and carrs. A squecaky whistling ¢
similar to the calls of the Pied Flyeatcher-Shrike (1065).

BREEDING. JSdéqion, ]u'i|1t'il‘-ﬂ-t||‘_~ :‘d;t‘_-' and _III]H' |'_'.'i near Mussooree on 9
."\pt'i]. Mackinnon). Nest, much as that of brecirostris (1084 —a Cll'l'i]i-'-h
cup - —pt.‘l'[l;l]n not so Tlrlni'l:\q'fjr ]’l]:lhlt'll.‘l:] exteriorly with cobwebs or de-
corated with lichen although some nests are lined inside as well as outside
with lichen. Main materials are roots, long necdle-like twil_fw and stems of
grass., Generally placed on a moss- or lichen-covered branch, from 3 to 10
meires above the ground, wsuvally at a fair height and in dense or open
forest; rarely in clumps of trees in open country or in a garden. FEggs, 3
or 4, nearly white, pale clay or olive-stone marked with blotches of dark
brown and lavender, olten decidedly more numerous at the large end.
Average size of 40 eggs 19+4 % 15:2 mm (Baker). Nest building chiefly
by female, as in other minivets, but male accompanics her when gathering
material and putting it together.

Mussus Diacxosis. See Key to the Specis. Postjuvenal moult of body,
Jester, medinn and most of the greater coverts and the tertials, First-vear male like
female but underparts have some pinkish feathers (perhaps not always).

i1 T T g B .'E.'h'.l Iri=ii .ﬂ.‘r;.r.'i I YOOy
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MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
{from skull)
aral 87-94 15=17 15-16 87-94 mm
g% CH)--134 15=17 15-16 B8] mm

(34, HW)
Worcht 2 a0 14, 18: 2 © © 18, 19 (GD).

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Lris dark brown, Bill, lees and leet black.

1089a, g’t:-.h}' Minivet. Pericrocotus divaricatus dfivarieatus -:I{;g_l]h_*l;_ﬁ

Lanins divarieatus Raflles, 1822, Trans. Linn. Soc, London, 13: 305 (Singapore)
Baker, FBI No. 751, Vol. 2: 334 ( CEHETEnT)
LoCGAL MAMES. MNone recorded.

size. Bulbul s lengeth ¢, 18 em (7 in).

FIELD CHARACTERS., A shm grey and white minivet :|i=.|f|[1__:|,|,i_x]n_-1_l from
all others in having no red in the plumage.

Male. Above, forchead white; posterior crown and nape black; back
and rump grey; tail black with white outer rectrices. Below, i||,r_1|_||,jing
sides of neck, white. A white patch on wing visible in flight.

Female, similar to male, but upperparis entirely grey, no black on
crowt : forehend faintly whatish.

STATUS, DISTRIDUTION .'1,r1-:|_ HABITAT. An accidental “'i||t|:|_' 1.'ng|]1|_'|_|'_ re=
corded twice: near Port Blair, Andamans, 19 November 1897 (Butler,
JBNHS 12: 394}, and at Karnala, near Bombay, 31 January 1965 (Navarro,
]]j]ti !l._’f :-U'_.':_::_ I[llu' ].Lll:t'r', e |an|I a ]'r;q_il', Wils 1_‘,4_1]]1'|'||;11|, i a [';;th;‘f [|_'|_i_1_'k
patch of lorest, Another pair was obscrved the same day,

Extralimital, Breeds in Amurland, Manchuria, Korea, central Japan
and Formosa, Winters south to southern Tenasserim, Malaysia, Sumatra,
Borneo and the ].'J'.-]J'.E'I[Zlirll.'\.

GENERAL HABITS. Keeps in pairs or small flocks in association with other
::i:n_'ti:‘x. The Andaman bird was [ound 1n company with P, flammens: the
Jombay birds were in pairs in a mixed party of warblers and flvcatchers
and were moving in the light foliage canopy in forest about six metres
from the gl'ulliui_

ro0D.  Insects.

voice and caris, Navarro describes their calls as resembling  the
harsh voice of a shrike rather than the melodious and pleasant willing call
of other minivets, According to Austin (Birds of Korea), the rattling but
somewhat musical call easily distinguishes them. Calls uttered when perched
or in fight.

Museum [iacxoss. See Key to the Specics; for details of plumage Baker, loc.
cit.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from feathers)
a9 95-101 e. 16 g 17 B6-94¢ mm
(Baker)

coLoUuRrs OF BARE PARTS. Iris dark brown. Bill and feet black.
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PericrocoTys cisaMmMoMErs (Linnaeus)

Key to the Subspecies

Pagr
A Throat dark BTy OF blackish Erey; Uupperparis dark
a Abovae more grey, less brownish grey; abdomen very white.
............ P. ¢ peregrinug 41
; lame-orange on breast deeper; smaller
1)

4
43
40

1090. Sind Small Minivet. Pericrocotus cinnamomens pallidus Baker

FPericrocotuy cinnamemeus pollidus Baker, 1920, Bull. Brit. Om. CI., 40: 115
(Larkhana, Sind
Baker, FBI No. 748, Vol. 2: 332

Loear xames. Baldlehdshm (Hindi); same as for Yellow-eyved Babbler (12313,

size, Sparrow —; with longer tail. Length ¢. 15 cm (6 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. As ol 109 5 {q.v.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and #ABITAT, Resident and fairly common in
semi-tesert biotope wherever sufficient trees for its requirements are found.

Perlcrocotus cinnamomeus

Dhstributional ranges

pallidus (1090). peregrinus (1091). [ cinnamaomeus (10g3).
Il ralabaricus (1094). B cividus (10g5).
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West Pakistan along the valley of the Indus to Jammu, and southwest
Punjab, up to ¢. 600 metres in the Himalavan foothills. Has been obtained
in Baluchistan at Quetta in August, and fuite |h|-:1.i'|1|i'g.' pecurs in Sibi plains
and Las Bela. Intergrades with pereprinus in Kuteh, central Rajasthan (Mount
Abu) and Kangra district, Punjab, Alfects elumps of thorn {deacia, Prosapis,
etc.) and subtropical dry forest, scrub jungle, mango topes, shecsham
plantations and wooded compounds.,

fxtraimmital. A male collected in Khorasan (Iran) by Capinin Watson
was received by Baker (Bull, Brit. Orn, Cl., 40: 115, 1920).

GENERAL HABTS, FooD and voice. As in peregrinus (1093).

BREEDING,  Season, March-April and August-September, Nest and eggs
as in peres

Museum Ihacxoss. g Throat grey. Compared with the nominate race, the

grey ol 1

s upperparts is paler; the flame eolour of rump and upper tail-eovers
less intense and vellower, Lower plumage white; yellow and red confined to a narrow
band below the throat and a wash on the upper fanks. Wing-spot largely white;
tail tips very pale, In the female, the upperparts, wing-spot and tail tips are paler
cven than in Q feresrins,

MEASUREMENTS " as in other races " (Baker).

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
{from skull)
+ og 6470 11-12 15 6:4=76 mm

(2 msd.)
1 9 G — - - 67 mm
15A, BB
Weight 2 75" 8, B g (BB),

COLOURS OF DARE PARTS. AS in pereprinns,

1091, Northern Small Minivet. Pericrocolus cimarmonieus peregring
(Linnacus)

Parus peregrinus Linnaeus, 1766, ':"\-:.'.-:-I. ,\':LL, ed, 12 1: 5342 l_:"\:l:r Iirl'.l!i.l:-".. ."'11||.!!l:ll'.l.r
Punjab, fixed l|1'§.-' ianker, l‘l:ll__
Pericrocoltns cinnamoneis iredalei Baker, 1929, Bull. Brit, O, Ol 49: 64
[Ambala, Punjaly)
Pericrocatus peregrinus galbinus Van Tyne & Koelz, 1936, Oce, papers, Mus, Zoal,,
Univ, Michigan, No. 334: 4 (Bhadwar, Kangia)
Baker, FBI No. 743, Vol. 2: 329

LOCAL NAMES., Halalchdshm, fdapilial or l|"|.'r'r_r'|-.llr'r.!' (Hindi) : Sdhels ':.] |il'r:.!.‘.‘|,.}':l.‘.|.

sizE.  Sparrow — , with longer tail. Length ¢. 15 cm (6 in.}.

FIELD CHARACTERS. AS [or the nominate race {(1093) q.v.

sTATUS, DISTRIBUTION and mamrat. Resident, the commonest of the
minivets. From East Punjab (plains and Himalavan foothills up to 600
metres) where i i||lrtj'g|‘;ul|:s with pallidus, cast to Bihar along the Nepal
terad where it irllu]';;r':uh_ﬂc with oigidus, and south to northern ."hludh'}'ﬂ
Pradesh and northern Orissa, Affects open forest, scrub and bush country
interspersed with small trees, roadway avenues, mango topes and orchards,
and trees in cultivation.

5
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GENERAL HABITS, A bird of the plains and less a forest species than
.i”,_ﬂr.'ﬂ”.'.'-'].:_l’. I’lll'l,‘h' .'|.|E_IFI|'I_'.|_|_: ZOCs about m smiall Hocks of 8 to 10 or s0 1 the
non-breeding season, frequently in mixed company of wood shrikes, fly-
catchers and others. Flits about in the [liage, hunting insects among the
leaves, sometimes fluttering before a sprig o launching short aerial sallics
in pursuit of winged prey.

roop. Moths, caterpillars and other insects.

vorce and carrs, In flight and when foraging, the birds give a constant
{‘]:|r|'|.h ||-j' ||_|I_:'i|. |i:'1'!|:1' 'r.E 15t S, STIE=SI0EE & & o

BREEDING. Season, overall Marech wo 8§
brood in March to Mayv and a second in July to September. Nest, a decp

L ks Siems, L!Ii|1 of lichen, I|,-.'H| leaves or |hl'|'!'i

smber, presumably a first

little cup of fine tw
bound together with cobwebs and welded to the upper surface of a branch
or in a fork, and lined with rootlets; walls extremely thin though hrm
and strongly woven. Diameter of the nest about 5 em; invisible from below
and appcars to be a part ol the branch iwsell. Ezgs, usually 3, sometimes 2,
exceptionally 4, pale blue or greenish white with stipples of red-brown

".1.'||i:,'|| i|| SOOI |l'.'L|| Lis |:I:III a ZO :lll.' IEII-*.:I:.' |'I'4|_|.. .‘II.'hI'!'.l!:l' ﬁiﬁl.' ol J30

in construction (chiefly

eprrs, 1044 13:-1 mm (Baker
female) and in tending the voung; incubation apparently by female alone;
she 15 fed on the nest by the male.

Museus Dhacgxosis. o0 Throat blackish or sooty grev. In intensity of colours,

momers and oietdius. See also

this subspecies 15 mtermediate between pallidus, o
1083, Museum Diagnosis,

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bil Tarsus Tail
(from skull)
aa 63-72 12-14 14-16 65-77 mm
QP G472 12-13 14-16 65-78 mm

COLOURS OF BARE pAaRTS. Iris dark brown. Bill black; mouth pankish orange.

Legs and feet horny brown.

1093, Sounthern Small Minivet. Pericrocofus cinnamomeius cinnamomens
(Linnacus)

Motacifla cinnaomomea Linnacus, 1766, Syvst. Wat., ed. 12, 1: 335 (Ceylon)
FPericrocotus peregrinns ceylomensis Whistler & Kinnear, 1933, Jour. Bombay nat. Hist.
Soc,, 30: 3+ (Cocawattee, Cevlon)

Pericrocobs cinnamomeus sidhoutensis Koclz, 1939, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington, 52; 69
(Sidhout, Couddapah, Madras)

Pericrocotus peregrinus diarmakumart Koelz, 1950, Amer, Mus. Nowit,, No. 1452: 6
{ Jamwala, Junagadh, Kathiawar)

For diseussion on nomenclature and taxonomy, see R, 5, Van Schauburg, Trevbia,
11:309-12, 1930.
Baker, FBI Nos. 743, 747 (part), Vol. 2: 329, 331
rocAL NaMmes. Bildlchdshm, Rijalal, Sdheli (Hindi); Kunbumpu fitta (Telugu);
Teechinnan (Malavalam); Kos-kuralld, Batugene-kurnlld {Sinhala),
size, Sparrow — , with a longer tail. Length ¢. 15 em (6 in.).
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FIELD CHARACTERS, Male, head, throat and back dark grey, rump
orange-red WIngrs black with a ‘_-1']|n‘-1-'r:'.ltl::_f-_' [:.Lli'll; il ]n:n!_{ tail, black
above, yellow-orange below; breast bright orange becoming yellow on
belly.

Female, upperparts as in male but paler; underparis whitish grey
suffused with yellow (no black throat); wings as in male but yellow patch
smaller and less bright: tail as in male,

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HamiTaT. Resident, From Saurashtea (Gujarat),
southern Rajasthan, M |i]||‘_-.1 Pradesh and southern Qrissa south t||1'un1p"]:|
the Peninsula to Tamil Nadu and Ceylon, exclusive of the range of mala-
baricus. In plains and hills up to e. 1500 m; in Ceylon up to ¢. 1200 m in
the Wet zone and 1650 m in the drier eastern regions, Aflects deciduous
[orest, open scruby, groves of trees in cultivation, ele,

GENERAL HABRITS, FoOD and voice, As in peregrifis,

BREEDING. Season, in the Peninsula overall February=-March to August-
September varying locally; newly fledgec

yvoung observed in November
in central Maharashtra. In Ceylon main season February to May but an
cccasional nest may be found outside these months, Breeding biology as in

PEFEPTINUS.

Museus IDiacwosis, See Key to the Subspecics. The frst-winter male at the
'|l'|"\.|:l.".'l'|'J.I| moult assumes a ‘,-]':IILl:l.';l' similar Lo that of the adult female. Almaost
immediately after the moult, however, odd feathers of the ehin, throat and upper
breast arve accidentally lost and replaced by corresponding adult feathers, the process
being accelerated by a partial spring moult of those parts. First-summer males are
therefore distinguishable by a picbhald black and grey throat with a slight nimbus
of Aame colour, and they breed in this state moulting to adult plumage in the
postnuptial moult,

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Lill Tarsus Tail
{{rom skull)
il 6h6-72 13-14 1618 BG-76 mm
g 65-71 13-14 16-18 GH-75 mm
(5A, HW)

Weght 1 aof 12 2 (5A).

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS, Irns dark brown, Dill black, Lews, et and claws

horny black.

1094. Malabar Small Minivet. Pericrocotus cinnamomens malabaricus
(Gimelin
Parus melabaricis Gmelin, 1789, Syst, Nat., 12 1012 (Malabar Coast, type locality
resiricted to Mahé by Detgnan)
Baker, FBI MNo. 747 (part), Vol. 2: 331

LOCAL NAME. 4 eecchinnan (Malavalam).

size. Sparrow — , with longer tail. Length 2. 15 em (6 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 1093, g.v.

sTATUS, DisrrRiBUTION and pasrrar. Resident. Kerala north to north-
western Mysore as [ar as Belgaum and Goa. Affects deciduous and mixed
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forest, plantations and cultivated arcas; from the plains up to ¢. 1000 m
in the hills,

GENERAL HABITS, FooD and voice. As in peregrinns. A courtship is
teseribed as consisting largely of the male chasing the [emale, uttering a
feeble but excited sivee-suee . . . .

BREEDING. JSeason, overall March to October: as in cinnar

e, there

appear to be two main periods one rom March to May, the other in July

August. Nest as in pereprinns. Epor 3, rarvely 4 or 2. Average size of 30 cows,
16-6 > 15+4 mm (Baker), A pair and a third bird (¢ - plumaged) have
been observed working together at nest-building, all three later feeding
the chicks cooperatively (Neclakantan, JBNHS 49: 554-5).

e in being |'-|!|--.n.[4'|',|.|||1_.' darker and

Musgusm Diacnosts. Differs lrom efm
more richly coloured, with the chin and throat glossy black instead of dark grey
or sooly groy (in male).

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
{from skull
ot 09-75 12-14 1617 66—74 mm
Q9 68=76 15-14 6 15 67-70 mm
(SA)
COLOURS OF DARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill, legs and feet blackish brown: mouth

pale flesh to slaty pink {in juvenile, gape and mouth pale erange-brick colour).

fus cinnamomens viotdurs Baker!

1095, 1092, Eastern Small Minivet. Pericroc

FPericrocotus cinmamemens vizidus Baker, 1920, Bull. Brit. Orn. CL 40: 114 (Attaran
River, Amherst Dist., Tenasserim Div., Burma, restricted to Pabyouk, 22 m. SE

of Moulmein, by Deignan)

Fericrocotus peregrinus that Deignan, 1947, Jour, Washington Acad, Sci, 37: 254

(Amphoe Chom Thong = Ban Luang, Chiang Mai Provinece, northwestern Siam)
Baker, FBI No. 746, Val, 2: 331
Plate 66, fig. 10, facing p. 48

LoCAL Names. Chbdtd sdth sdyali (Bengali) ; Dae ribi gajao-i-aba (Cachari) ; Inporui
(Kacha Naga). .

size. Sparrow — , with longer tail. Length ¢. 15 em (6 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1093, q.v.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HanrraT. Resident, not common. From the
western Nepal terai where it intergrades with peregrines (Ripley, JBNHS
49: 382; Rand & Fleming, Fieldiana 41 : 102), West Bengal, Orissa south
to extreme northeastern Andhra Pradesh where it intergrades with efnna-
momens (Whistler, JBNHS 36: 342), cast through the duars and Assam north

1 Further examination of series of this form from India, Burma, Thailand and the Anda-
mans convinees us that this is a population of varyving amounts of colour on the |J:]-".|EJ'FI.'IJ:5
including the throat in the males. In addition two male specimens (one the unique type
of separatus Deignan, 1947, the other a male from the Andamans) have large bill. Other
Andaman birds have moderate bills equivalent in size to the mainland population, and the
pale underparts of Andaman females can be matched in series. We believe that thai man,
1947 and seperetys Deignan, 1'™M7 (Tenasserim) are therefore synonymous with picidus.
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and south of the Brahmaputra, Nagaland, Manipur, East Pakistan and the
Andaman Islands, From the plains up to e, 1600 m, in lforested arcas, open
country and gardens: also mangroves in the Andamans.

Fxtralt . Extends to Burma, Thailand and Laos: other subspecies
in Vietnam, Cambodia, ."'t|.L|.Ly-|.|., Indonesia and Palawan,

GENERAL HABIMSE, voop and voIlce. As in l|'|.-'r.'_-3.l.!'i.‘.'.l_'r.

BREEDING, Season, February to June, chicflly March and April; May to
July in the Andaman Islands, The nest is ]:L‘u'q'n,i high in trees, up to 12
metres, Other nesting habits as in peregrings. Hoos, usually 3 sometimes 2
or 4. Average size of 50 eges 16:8 < 138 mm Lji.ka't':l.

Museus Diacuoss,

Darker and browner above than peregrinns, the throat
rather a blacker grey and the lower parts brighter yellow with the red of the breast
extending further down. Separable lrom pallidus, peregrinus and einnamomens by the
absence of white on the underparts; from malabaricus by its breast being less lame-

colowred and chin less consi ently black.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)
sk G66-72 12=14 16-18 66=-76 mm
", 6571 15=-14 16-18 68=-75 mm

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. AS in Herdfrinis.

10496,

Whitebellied Minivet. Pericrocolus erythropyoius erytlropyzius ( Jerdon)
- = - £ ¥

Museieapa erythropypia Jerdon, 1840, Madras Jour. Lit. Sci., 11: 17 (5. India = Ajanta)

l!.J]'.'l‘!", FBI MNo. :']"]‘1 Vol 2: 3532
Plate 66, fig. 9, facing p. 40!
LocaL Names.  Kdbdro rdfalal (Gujarati) ; Safad rajilal (Hindi, Madhya Pradesh),
SIZE, Sparrow , with a longer tail. Length ¢. 15 cm (6 in.).
FIELD GHARACTERS. Male, distinguished from other minivets irr..‘ s
contrasty black ane v

:or Pt d eoloration, and white wing-patch, forming
a V-shaped design when seen from the rear. Rump orange-red; il black
and whiie. Beloro, breast orange-red ; rest of underparts white.

In the female the black parts are replaced by dark brownish grey;
forchead and lower plumage white; rump white and orange.

STATUS, DisTRIBUTION and paprrar.  Resident. Locally distributed in
peninsular India southeast of a line from Ambala, Jodhpur and Kutch,
south and cast to Belgaum, Hyderabad, the Chota Nagpur plateau, south-
west Bihar and southeast U.P. Reported by Baker to oceur in the dry
districts of ]lu"lurl_“il l::':l'::Li_ jii". |'1,'|_'r:|'|_l I'.-_flf.l.'.l.-'.f Swewart) of il,:: !J!'L'I.Ti.]il?l'.{.. Or CVier
occurrcnce, in Kerala (loc. eit. and Nidvfication, 2: 300) lacks confirmation,
bt it has been observed at the oot of the Nilgiris (W. Davison, SF 10: 360),
One record only north of the Ganges: Tirhut, north Bihar, in April (Hume
collection). Apparently an occasional wanderer to Sind in winter (Karachi,
Ticchurst, 1922, Jhis: 614). Affects babool, Presopis and Butea jungle in
broken stony country; also semi-desert facies interspersed with bushes of
Salvadora, Euphorbia, etc. and open grassy forest in the drier regions.

! The illustration is of the extralimital Burmese race albifions (male) from which ours
differs in having no white on the forehead, and black sides of head, and throat.
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Pericrocotus erythropygius
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Distributional range of P. ¢. erpthropygrus (10g96)

Extralimital. P. e. albifrons is found in central Burma.

GENERAL HABITS, Less arboreal than other miniverss and much more
addicted to open grassy scrub-and-bush country than thev. Keeps in small
parties of six to eight individuals in the non-breeding season, Has been
noted hovering over and dropping into prass, and also pecking at weeds
CIL. ]']"_f.-'l.t very like a 'l'-'.l_'__‘:"'.-.Lill-:-.- or |:l|1n|'.r1.’;hz-.

a foot or so high. Perches ere
a few flaps lollowed by a |:11]1]1::a|_'; glide. The sexcs appear Lo segregate outside
the breeding season; somewhat erratic in winter.

roop.  Insccts and spiders.

voicE and cacts, ‘A whistle often reminiscent of a wagtail's [seep-
tseep. Also a short sweet song ' (Dharmakumarsinhji). Agitated alarm-notes,
it of the Bava (Plocens philippinus)

e.g. when nest in danger, very like the ¢
but slightly more musical,

BREEDING. Season, June to October, mainly between July and September,
Nest, a linle cup of fibres composed inside of fine fowering stems of grasses
and coated outside with silky vepctable down and cobwebs: as a rule not
ornamented with moss or lichen as in other minivets: ['I[.u’.l‘l.i [airly lowdown
in bushes one or two metres from the ground, alwayvs in a vertical or hori-
zontal fork: ;L]'I|:I.LL'L'I:'!I[\' not on the upper gide ol horizontal branches. H-'—'-'-":-
normally 3, greyish white or rarely greenish grey densely covered with
longitudinal blotches of greyv-brown with paler secondary marks of grey.
Average size of 30 eges 17-3 % 13-5 mum (Baker). Both sexes build, incubate
and tend the voung fide J. Davidson. ° Female alone incubates, Male was
often scen feeding female while she was incubating * (Dharmakumarsinhji).

Mussum Diacnosis. See Key o the Species and Field Characters. Postjuvenal
moult includes body, lasser, median and greater coverts,




FAIRY BLUEBIRDS, TORAS, ETC. +7
MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Taraus Tail
{from skull)
ae GE-70 12-13 14-15 75-7T8 mm

(once Hil)
(SA)
coLouRs OF DARE rarTs. Iris dark brown. Bill dark hormy brown; mouth
'&.'l':|ll'.'.':'\|: brown. Legs and feet dark ILLll'J:I'!u' birown.
Family IreEnipae: Fairy Bluchirds, Ioras, Leal Birds
For description see Van Tyne, J. & Berger, A. J., 1959, p. 519,

Key to the Genera

Page
General coloration yellow rh R o e SR R o emithina 47
General colorntion Frass-FreeIt - ..o o oms s ssstasssdisesis l|f'.'||'r|!'-'.-'r|I_|fJI-I'!n a4
General coloration l31'1'|l B e e e e e AT Rt s R frena 63

Genus AeciTimina Vieillot
Aegithing Vieillot, 1816, Analyse nouv. orm.; 44 Type, by monotypy, Srlvia lecoplra
Vieillot
Cf. Whistler, H. & Kinnear, N. B., 1932, JBNHS 35; 749-51; Marien, D., 1952,
Amer. Mus. Novit., No. 1589: 1-18; Hall, B. P., 1957, Iius, 99: 143-56.

Bill notched and pointed, about two-thirds the length of the head, culmen nearly
straight; wings rounded, tnil short and sgquare; plumage of rump soft and copious.
All species green and yellow, Tweo moulls annually,

Key to the Specics

Page
Tail black or preen thronghout. .. .o voersnsvssssmrssssns LAe. tiphia 47
Tall nppod with wWhite . - oo vaaes e s e s (aa e n b s e s s Ae. nigrolutea 33

AeciTHINA TirHia (Linnacus)
Key to the Subspecies
I 'Tail black
A Upperparts black. . .ovivviassnsnns dAe. t. multicolor o (breeding) 53
B Upperparts greenish more or lezs marked with black
1 Upperparts with more black, a great deal of yellow showing

R ONNRETY b - e o ) o s e Ae. & humet @ (breeding) 50
2 Upperparts with more greenish. ... 0., Ae. ¢, tiphia @ (breeding) 48
3 Upperparts yellower, throat and upper breast more golden. ... ..
.............................. Ae. b, septentrionalis P (brecding) 48
4 Rump more greyish grecm. .o oo. ey Ae. b, deignani o (breeding) 52
C Upperparts dark yellewish green
R b e e o, o Ae. ¢ ppdia o (non-breeding) 49
G R e e P s e T Ae. 1. multicolor & (non-brecding) a3

II Tail green
7  Above paler, more yellowish
a Bill and wing averaging shorter

............................... de. t. fiumei & (non-breeding) 50
b Bill and wing averaging longer.. ccivsssasisssnnaanaanany .s

......................... le. L. septenirionalis ' (non-breeding 48

8 Above darker, less yellowish. ... ... le. . drignani & (non-breeding) 52

0 Above greenish vellow.......... Jepe v soaney vt b tiphia Q 43
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Page

10 Above dark greenish. ... ocnvienns vons e & muliteolor © 53
11 Above very pale dull greenish vellow

a Bill and wing averaging shorter. . ... ..oovveiii le. ¢, fu Q 50

b Bill and wing averaging longer. . .. ... .. .de § seplentr o] 48

12 Intermediate hq_:t}-;rrn L E T g ) e R Ae. b, deignani @ h2

1097, Northwestern Iora, egithing tiplhia seplenirionalis Koelz
Aegithina tiphia septentrionalis Koelz, 1939, Proc, Biol. Soc. Washington,
22:63 (Bhadwar, Kangra, Punjaly)
Mot in Baker, FBI
LOCAL NAMES. None recorded,
size, Sparrow; length ¢, 14 cm (5} in.).
FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 1098, g.v.
STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABiTAaT. West Pakistan and India in
N.W.F.P.,, West Punjab and East Punjab, from the plains to ¢, 600 m; in
scrub brush and forest fringe.

Aegithina tiphia

i R e e

Distributional ranges
Eiizgseptentrionalis (1097) =5 fiphia {1098). [ Aumei {109g).
deignami (1100), [ multicolor (1101).

| Lamins eolluricides, Chestnutrumped Shrike (938). 2 Lonius ¢ cristafur, Brown
Shrike (949), imm. 3 Larins 5. tricolor, Blackheaded Shrike (048). 4 Lanius L
tephronotus, Tibet Greybacked Shrike (945). 5 Hemipus p. picatus, Blackbacked Pied
Flycatcher-Shrike (1065), . 6 Tephrodornis g. pelviea, Nepal Wood Shrike (1057),
g’ 7 Tephredernis p. pondicerionus, Indian Wood Shrike (10700, . 8 Pericrocotus
JS- speciosus, North Indian Scarlet Minivet (1080), & and 8a Q. 9 Pericrocotus erythro-
prgius (albifrons), Whitebellied Minivet (1096 RE), &' 10 Perierocotus ¢, vividus
Eastern Small Minivet (1093}, 4. i
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GENERAL HADITS, FoOD, VOICE and prREEDNG. As in dumei and other
Faces,

Museust Diacwosis. Compared with the nominate subspecies (1098}, this race
is much yellower on the erown and on the rest of upperparts, more gald on the throat
and upper breast. The outermost rectrices often have broad edges of yellow and the
black inner rectrix of the mala is washed broadly on the distal end with green-vellow,
The bill averages Inrger and the wing longer,

MEASUREMENTS. Wing ¢ ' g® 63-65, 3 ¢ § 63-65 mm.

COLOURS OF DARE PARTS. Asin fiphia.

1098, Common lora. Aegithinag fiphia tiphia (Linnacus)

Metacilla Tiphia Linnacus, 1758, Syst, Nat., ed. 10, 1: 186
(Benghala = neighbourhood of Calcutta)
Baker, FII No. 362, Vol. 1: 340
Plate 67, fig. 7, facing p. 64

LocAL NAMES. Shauwbeega or Shaubeegi (Hindi); Fatik-fol (Bengali); Bdrsdi-sordd
(Assamese); Daotisha gurrmo gadeba (Cachari); frega-ruing (Kacha Naga); Folijong
pong (Mikic).

size. Sparrow; length ¢. 14 em (5% in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male. A showy black and yellow tit-like arboreal
bird with two white bars across the wing.

Female. Yellowish green throughout with
greenish brown wings instead of black, also
with two white bars,

In non-breeding plumage the male re-
sembles the female, but retains his black tail.
See Museum Diagnosis.

% el STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and masrrar, Resident

and common in most of its range subject to

crratic movements in the non-breeding season. The Himalayan foothills

from Utttar Pradesh east through Nepal (terai, duns and foothills up to

¢. 2000 metres even in winter; visits the Nepal Valley from mid July to

the beginning of September), Sikkim (exceptionally up to ¢. 1700 m),

Bhutan (recorded at Diwangiri = Deothang, ¢ 800 m and in central

Bliutan), West Bengal, East Pakistan and Assam. Affects open forest, forest
edges, cultivation, outskirts of villages and serub-jungle.

Extralimital.  Arakan (Burma); the species extends through the Indo-
chinese subregion, Sumatra, Java, Bali and Borneo.

GENERAL HABITS and roop. As in fhumel and other races.

voice and carrs. The call-note is rendered as chee-chit-chit-chit; also
a sparrow-like eall. Song very varied; one is described by Heinrich as
composed of two syllables, the first an extraordinarily long, high and thin
whistle, the second a sharp accentuated whistle beginning on the same tone
as the first and quickly falling to a lower tone. It has been rendered as
we-e-e-e-tu. According to Roseveare, it is a three-syllable whistle reminding
one of an oriole's ok, here we are. See also Display under General Habits
of Ae. 1. humei.

e W
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y

BREEDING. As in fumer. Ej or 3, exceptionally 4; normally pale
pinky white, blotched with purplish brown, but highly variable. For des-
criptions sce Baker, Nidifieation, 1: 318, Average size of 60 eges 176 > 13-9

mim.
Museum Dhacxoms. Male. Upperparts mainly black, heas
with some yellow, rump greenish yellow; two white wing-bars; underparts yellow
Many breeding males have practically no black on upperparts other than the wing
becomes similar to the female but the tail remains

| and back usually

and tail. In winter the male

black and the underparts are rather brighter,
Female, almost entirely greenish vellow with brown wings; duller and greyer
than in fremer. Also has two wing:bars
Young (imm.) male. Summer and winter plumage normally alike, a rather dull
upper plumage i winter being obsolete (Punjab),

dark green, the black on the
(U.P |, Or |'l.1h'||l %

confined to faint traces of mottling or occasional black feathers
(Bengal). Lower plumage duller and greyer in winter and less bright vellow

gummer. Female duller and greener than in Ade. £ Aumet.

in

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Ball Tail
(fram skull)
g d 6 2-66 18-19 49-52 mm
¢ 9 60-65 18=19 =59 mm

(BB, SDR)
Weight 1 & 12; 1 @ 15 g (BB).
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris pale vellow, Bill bluish slate, black on culmen and
whitish on tip of upper mandible. Legs and feet plumbeous; claws bluish slare;
soles white (BB). * Iris whitish grey, bill slate grey, culmen black; legs slate grey

(SDR).

1099, Central Indian Iora. Aegithina !r;ru'rm humet Baker

Aegithina tiphia humei Baker, 1922, Fauna Brit. Ind., Bds. 1: 342 (Raipur, M.P.)
Baker, FBI No. 364, Vol. 1: 342

LocAL wasmes. Shawberga or Shawdecgi (Hindi); Shodirga (Gujaratl); Cheroka
{(Maratha).

size. Sparrow; length ¢. 14 cm (5] in

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 10938, q.v.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and stamraTt. Common resident, From Saura-
shira, Mount ;"LL'ILI., the plains of Uttar Pradesh and Bihar |:1.-fh|:;|'1: it inter-
grades with tiphia), south to lat. 20°N. and east to northern Ovrissa and
southwestern West Bengal, In eultivated country interspersed with large

trees, groves about villages, roadside avenues and wooded compounds in

towns as well as light deciduous forest. Where the ever green and deciduous
types ol vegetation are intermingled, the Iora invariably keeps to the
deciduous facies, in thin jungle and serub.

GENERAL HABITS. LUsually found in pairs, often in the mixed hunting
parties, searching for caterpillars and insects among the foliage, hopping
from twig to twig and frequently clinging sideways or upside down to peer
under the leaves,
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Display. The male fusses around and about his seemingly uninterested
mate, stopping stll at frequent intervals to flull out the white rump-feathers,
cock his tail, droop his wings and raise his head skywards in a stately posture

-a picturesque Haunting of black, white and gold. Each time the head is
raised the throat swells and gives vent 1o a very [aint but clear, sweet and
musical whistle, or a long-drawn sibilant cheee. The scene changes suddenly,
and in a paroxysm of excitement, he flits from branch to branch to the
accompaniment of a loud twittering and fluttering of wings, to spring
perpendicularly into the air a metre or twao, hovering, flulling out and para-
chuting down like a ball of fcathers on to some nearby perch. The same
spectacular antic is repeated again and again,

roon. Insects and larvae: spiders, Among the msects specifically identi-
fied in stomach contents are the beetles (Coleoptera) Myllocerus discolor and
M. blandus, Tanymecus hispida, Scymnus nubilans, Rhyssemus germanus, and the
ant Camponolus compressus (Formicidac) (Mason & Lefvoy, 1912).

voiceé and caris, Has a wide repertoire ol sweet clear whistles common
to all races but in markedly different dialects, e.g. as between northern
and southern birds. The Hindi name Shaubeepi is onomatopoeic of one of
the commonest calls. Some other familiar ones may be syllabified thus:
k. .ff_'-'ﬂ.'i-i'l.i ABE I"'ili'iili‘li several times {;L]}lml Once per sfrl::f_:n.(l;} alternated
E:ll:l' onc or twio i]”!'!'l'l’_lg..l[i‘;'f_' SEE hl -;J.lri'dfg‘_j
2. A mellow whistle piyou or peeou repeated (about twice in three seconds)
20 times or more, followed by a similar run of softer long-drawn sibilant
whistles wheeee-choo, This kept up almost unbrokenly for 30 minutes or more
at a ume.

3. Aplaintive, querulous ehee-wheee ? chee-wheee ? and so on, quickly repeated
(about twice in three seconds).

4. For long stretches throughout the day, especially in the monsoon and
when overcast and drizzling, a loud mellow whistle My . . . pADDY repeated
monotonously for over 15 minutes at a stretch, interlarded after every two
or three calls with pheeou (by accompanying female?). The pair keeps in
touch with each other by mellow whistles and short musical chirrups. See
alzo 1098, and ”l'.f_,t'l.!r.'g]: under General Habiis {_::.hr:'.'q:].

BREEDING. Season, May to September, chiefly July and August. Nest,
a neat compact cup of fine grasses or fibres, well plastered over with cob-
wehs, placed in a crotch of twigs at heights from | to 9 metres, most often
between 2 and 4 metres. The supporting twigs are cither worked into the
wall of the nest or firmly wound round with cobwehs. Mango, citrus,
Banhinia and {f-:_:fl-‘llrfj trees are largely lavoured., Eaes, almaost mvariably 3,
but sometimes, probably in the case of second laving, 2; pale pinkish
white, blotched with purplish brown, with a wide range of variations.
Average size of 20 eggs 17-5 % 13-5 mm (Baker). Both sexes partake in
building the nest. In one case the nest took five days to complete and there
was a pausc of a day before the first ege was laid. Eges laid at intervals of
about 24 hours, evidently in the carly morning. Incubation starts with the
first egg but it is fitful and irregular until the clutch is completed ; incubation
period about 14 days. Both sexes incubate and tend the young., Only the
female was found brooding at night (SA). During the first five days after
hatching, the female alone observed to brood the young for about ten minutes
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every third time she fed them, her wings outstretched to protect them against
the sun. A very large praportion of eggs and chicks suffer destruction from
house and jungle crows, crow-pheasants, sniakes, monitor and Calotes lizards,

Musevsm Diaoxonz, Male in summer with black predominant in the upper
ble wraces of a vellow collar on hindneck. Male

1. tighia,

plumage and often considera
in winter plumage, and female, a clearer and paler green than Ae
MEASUREMENTS
Wine B:ll Tarsus il
{(from skull)
322 14-55 mm

j=2 1 4=20 mm
(SA, HW)

o G1-69 16=20 1
QQ H2-67 16-19 1

Weight 4 o' 13=-17: BQ Q 12-15 & (SA),
5 e L4 ] » ¥ i
COLOURS OF DARE PARTS. As in nominate race,

1100, Peninsular Indian lora. Ao

Aepithing pphia deipnant Hall, 1957, Ibis, 99: 148 (Yawdwin, Pakokku dist., Central

Jurma)

].Ll.]'nl'r. FBI Mo. 362 (part), Viol. 1: 340

LocAL wNames. Panw-fitfa (Telugu); Pachapora, Sinna mampala-kirdn (Tamil).

sizE. oSparrow; length e, 14 em (31 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 1008, q.v.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and wamrar, Common resident in the low country
and up to about 1000 metres. The Indian Peninsula south of lat. 20°N., ex-
cluding southern Kerala. Affects light deciduous forest and semi-cultivation.

Extralimital. Northern and central Burma excluding Arakan.

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and voice. As in Aumer (1099), i,,'nmt:c]Ji]} noted
to be in gencral progress about mid December.

BREEDING., Season, overall January to August, chiefly April and May,
Nest, a shallow cup, about b cm in diameter, built of shreds of bark, so
thickly covered externally with cobweb as 1o appear almost white, and lined
with a little grass. Placed from one to nine metres from the ground in bushes
or trees, slung in the horizontal fork of an outlving twig or in an upright
crotch. Both birds assist in building and incubation; in one case the male
did not feed the young himself but handed over the caterpillars which
he brought to the hen for distribution. Eggs, 2 or 3, rarely 4, similar to those
of other subspecies. Average size of 20 eggs 17-5 % 135 mm (Baker). Nest
frequently parasitized by the Baybanded Cuckoo (Cacomantis sonneratii, 582).

Musevsm Diacxosis. Head and back of male in non-breeding dress grey-green,
mtermediate between the pale green washed with white of Aumei and the dark green
washed with black of smufticolor — a grever green than of nominate tiphia. The same
differences appear in the green rump and lower back in breeding plumage, and in
a lesser degree in the green of the female. Breeding plumage of males always with
some black, intermediate between the gold-and-black collared hamed and the solid
black of multicolor.

MEASUREMENTS and COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in hume (10099).
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1101, Ceylon lora. Aegithina tiphia multicolor (Gmelin)

Fringifla multicelor Gmelin, 1788, Syst. Nat., 11 924 (Ceylon)
Melacilla zevlonica Gmelin, 1788, Syst. Nat,, 1: 964 (Ceylon)
Raker, FRT MNo. 363, Vol. 1: 342 [ J

TEVonicd )

LooaL Names. [fhadi-dee (Malayvalam); Nambala chiten (Tamil): Partra=fitta (Telu-

gu); Ca-kuralld (= yellow bird), Panu-Aurulld, Kirikaye (Sinhala).
sz, aparrow; length e, 14 em (5% in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS, As of 1098, q.v.
STATUS, DISTRIBUTION .'I.H.1| HARITAT,

A commeon rvesident up to e 900 m,
1||'|.'..M'ilr11.'.||‘_. L ta 1500 m or !I.EL:'ii.-'I'. T{l:'l'.],l.'l. |1|'|r'||'| southern Malabar 1]i.-i{l'il.:l,,
south of the Palghat Gap (where it intergrades with deignani), Rameswaram
Island and Cevlon., Affects light deciduous forest, mixed bamboao ‘iun:_:lq:,
mangno and cashew gardens arvound villages and homesteads; E:L';_-I'q_-rﬁ the
Drv zone and avoids CVETETCC.

GENERAL HARITS,
|

cLEICE

Kecps in pairs, searching assiduously for caterpillars
:.:L-IZ'I 15 .L:.".ll:i!: Ihr ]I'.-L'\.'d". 0l i|'|i-\||_1'1 .'|,:|,1|_ Lrees. I|']||'_ [|;|:|_;'|!|l |‘1 a Hll'ciili,'.'tl.l,
flutter from tree to tree. Other habits and display as in Awmei, q.v.

rooD. Insects, cspecially caterpillars,

voice and caris.  The birds keep in touch with each other by frequently
calling in a waricty ol sweeci-toned whistles which have a rather drowsy
quality. The song is a long-drawn crescendo whee-e-e-e-e-too, the last syllable
dropping suddenly; other variations are weel-we-fo and wilip-wee-bird-ce
(Henry)., See also under 1099,

BREEDING. Season, overall January to August, chiefly April to June.
Mesting as in deignani. Eges, 2 rarely 3, matt white with baold streaks and
blotches of slate-grey and brown which tend to run longitudinally and to
form a zone around the large end. Average size e. 18 = 13 mm.

Museum Thaowosis, Male in summer plumage darker, with the black of the
upperparts more extensive and less broken by yellow bases; secomd wing-bar
generally absent. Lower plumage very bright eanary yellow, Male in winter plumage
a dark and duller green, in some specimens washed with black producing o curious
sooty appearance not found in the vther Indian races.

Female on the averare darker than in other roces.

MEASUREMENTS and COLOURS OF BARE PArTs.  As in fmel (10999,

1102, Marshall's Tora. Adegitfiing .ur'g.ru.ﬁr,fr.r [\lI;u‘,qh;L]]_]
Tora nigralutea Marshall; 1876, Stray Feathers, 4: 410 (Meerut)
Aegithina migrolutea sulfurea Koelz, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional Exploration, No. 1: 9
{sihor, Saurashtra)
Ci, Hall, B. P., 1957, This, 99: 146,
Baker, FRI No. 3606, Vol. 1: 344
Vaol. 5, plate 56
LoCAL NaMmes, Same as for Ade. £ dipha.
sizg. Sparrow; length e, 14 em (5% in.).
FIELD CHARACTERS. Muale resembles the Common Iora but has a
pure yellow collar in the black-backed breeding dress. Tail in both sexes
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black with broad white tips, instead of black in male and green in lemale.
The green plumage of both sexes is paler and more suffused with wiite.
sTaTus, DETRIBUTION and HapiTaT, Resident. Replaces the Gommon
lora in West Pakistan and northwestern India, from the N.W.E.P, theough
West and East Punjab, southern Uttar Pradesh south through western
Madhva Pradesh to and including the Satpuras, west to Kutch and Rajas-
than. May occur in southeastern Sind. Specimens showing nigrofuica charac-
ters collected within the range of Ae. fipfita may be variants of the latter ; such
specimens have been obtained from southern Bihar, West Bengal, Khandesh,
Tamil Nadu and Mysore. Two adult specimens collected in Gwalior
mel and de. miore it one specimen

are intermediate between de. [ fa
|"|'||-||t (_:4_"!.'!1:14 i‘. it|_|_|,';|'|l||'|.ti.z.11' '|l|':'.'.|.'l:'l'| |||l:' latter .Lrll.:.
of A¢. nigrolutea as a distinet species 18 not settled. * It is a problem that

sy R
FLOdLor. ]n:lﬂ' slarus

Presciis a 1_‘h,1”1_':||_:|_:|.' Lk _I_:e'|||'|-_4 ists and held workers ahke 3 |.| [:l“I lne. eit.
supra). But see Voice and Calls. Marshall’s lTora affects sparse scrub, thorn
jungle and groves of trees,

GENERAL HaBrts and roop. As in fomer (1099 the display is also similar,
whédti, quite distinct from thoso

LE

voice and carrs. Commonly whih
of the Common Iora, though of the same general pattern. The sibiland
whistles of the male are more plaintive-sounding, and rather reminiscent
of the Quaker Babbler. The harsh alarm-notes recall those ol the Wood
Shrike, particularly the J.Lr:,;r J'-"r Frts SHIars. 1 found the notes of
the two so distiner, in fact, that after having met the Common Jora all
thraugh Gujarat, 1 detected the presence of this species at Deesa at once
by ear " (5A).

BREEDING. Season, June 1o August. Breeding biology as in Ade. L foume,
Herd, usually in low shrubs 1-2 metres from the ground. Eges, 2 or 3, indis-
tinguishable from those of the Common Jora. Average size of 20 eggs
17-5 % 13:5 mm (Baker

Musevsm Diacxosis, See Field Characiers, The juy el ]-'||_|r||.'|::e' is i|'.€!i_1|ir:g|,:|i_w.i|-
able from that of Asmei.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing RBill Tarsus Tail
{from skull
a G265 14-18 17-19 4347 mm
QP G61-6:4 14-17 & 19 45-51 mm
(SA)

Weight 8 g 11=-14; 9 9 © [10-14 g (SA),
COLOURS OF BARE ParTs. Iris dark brown; bill homy plumbeous, the culmen

dirker; legs and feet light plumbeous (Baker).

Genus CrHLororsis Jardine & Selby

Cllorepsis Jardine & Selby, 1827, Ill. Orn., Pt 1, text 1o pl. 5. Type, by original
designation, Turdus Cockinchinensis Gmelin

Arboreal birds, predominantiv green, Bill slender and curved, about as long as
head, well adapred for nectar eating, notched at tip; nostrils oval; rictal bristles
westk; frontal feathers advanced up to the nostrils; wings rounded ; tarsi very short.
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Key to the Species

I*age
A TForchead rich yellow-0ranpe. . .. ..oouvivennnnsnnnsrresli aurifrons 33
B Forchead greenish or yvellowish
. Abdomen oraige. e e s n e e s s e T I kT 39
2 Abdomen Ereen........ieeressnisenrsiinnssai o G cochinekinensir 60
UHLOROPSIS AURIFRONS [ Temminck)
Key to the Subspecies
A Chin and theoat bl i i o0 s e s e C. a. aurifrons 55
B Chin and throat black
1 Larger, tail @ 69-77, @ 64-71 mm......cuvvivsaq. G a frontalis a7
2 Smaller, tail 7 6570, © 5064 Mmoo v v v v e irencnss O oa. inswlaris 54

1103, Northern Goldfronted Chloropsis, Chloropsis aurifrons aurifrons
(Temminck)

Phyllorniz avrifrons Temminck, 1829, Pl. Col. d'Ois., livr. 81, pl. 484, fig. 1
(Sumatra, India = Cachar)

Plyllornis hodgsoni Gould, 1861, Bds. Asia, 3(13), pl. 15, text. (Morthern Inflia,
Himalayas, restricted to Nepal by Deignan, 1946, Smith, Mise. Caoll., 106: 3)
Baker, FBI No. 368, Vol. 1: 346
Plate 67, fig. 9, facing p. 64

rocal NAMes. MHirfiwd or Sibz hdrdwad (Hindi, Mepali}; Hdréwd (Bengal);
Skalem-phe (Lepcha).

51z€. Bulbul; length ¢. 19 em (71 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. An active leal-green arboreal bird with Orange
J-{n'tflﬂﬂd, blue .'\!uaLIJtIl!l'-]JiLHJhL"i and .‘,]iglllh’ curved black |Ji|l; Inrﬂ, arournd
cye, car-coverts and lower throat black: chin and cheeks dark blue, Can be
distinguished from the very similar cochinchinensis by its orange forehend:
from hardwickii by its green belly, green tail, and black of throat not extending
to breast,

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and Hapsrrar., Resident, subject to some loecal
movements, Himalayan foothills up to ¢. 1800 m, from Garhwal and Simla
to Nepal and Assam south to Chota Nagpur and the Rajmahal Hills, Bihar,
Orissa and East Pakistan., Affects deciduous and evergreen forest in lightly
wooded open country and secondary serub.

Extralimiial, The species extends to the Indochinese subregion and Sumatrea,

GENERAL Habrrs.  Entirely arboreal, keeps in pairs or small partics w
thick foliage of trees where its plumage blends perfectly with the green
leaves, making it difficult to spot. Hunts systematically among the foliage
for inseets, clinging upside down and in all manner of acrobatic pesitions,
sometimes swinging itsell round and round a wwig like a trapeze performer,
Flight strong and rapid. Is a great bully, adopting aggressive dog-in-the-
manger tactics to keep away other birds [rom its fecding tree.

All chloropses are important ' Hower-birds ' and responsible for polli-
nating the blossoms of numerous species of trees and shrubs in their quest
for nectar.
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Chloropsis aurifrons

:

a0

20

80 so] < 100

Distributional ranges

E=] aurifrons (1103). [N frontalis (11o4). [ fewlaris (1105},

Foop. Berries, insects including flving ants, spiders, nectar of many
flowers (Enythring, Loranthus, Salmalia, etc.).

voick and carits. Normal call-note, a musical drongo-like swich-ehich-
chich-ivee (accent on first syllable, last much prolonged whistle-like — SA).
Also a repeated fzik and a chup-chaw (Fleming). Is an accomplished mimic;
very convincing imitations of various birds’ calls are given in quick succession
(see also C. a. frontalis).

BREEDING. Season, May to August. Nest, a loose cup or shallow saucer
of fine twigs, grass, leaves and moss, semi-pensile, attached near the tip
of an outhanging branch by shreds of grass and strips of bamboo leaves,
lined with rootlets and fine grass-stems; reinforced exteriorly with cobweb,
MNesis built between upright twigs are similar in construction but often
deeper. Favourite site usually high up in a tree, nine to twelve metres from
the ground, and on very thin branches; sometimes on smaller saplings and
trees. Epor, 2 or 3, pale cream or buffy cream, freckled or lightly blotched
all over with pale reddish, usually more so towards the large end, but not
forming rings or caps. Average size of 20 eggs 23+4 > 15-5 mm (Baker).

Museust Diacxosis.  Distinguoished from other races by its blue chin and throar.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Thail
{from skull)
g a0-103 2426 1820 65-77 mm
o9 89-94 24-25 - Go-T0 mm

(BB, Fleming)
Weight 1 & 35 g (Rensch); 1 ¢ 29 g (BB).
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cOLOURS OF DARE PARTS. Iris dark brown; bill black; legs greenish slate; fect

plumbeons; claws black; soles yellowish white (BB).

1104, Southern Goldfronted Chloropsis. Chloropsis aurifrons frontalis
(Pelzeln)
Phyllornis frontalis Pelzeln, 18536, Sitzungs. math. Acad. Wiss. Wicn, 20: 157, pL. 2,
hg. 1, ex Natterer MS, (Khelgate, near Goa)
Chilaropsts aurgfrons davidsont Baker, 1920, Bull, Brit. Orn. CL, 41: 8 (Malabar) rem,
rop, for Turdus malabaricus mcling, 1708, pre |||'|;'L|l|i1'.|,|
Baker, FBI No. 369 (part], Yol, 1: 348

LOCAL MaMES, Chhdta hdrridl or kdrdoed (Hindi).
stzr,  Bulbul; length . 19 em (7} in.).
FIELD CHARACTERS. As for aurifrons (1103) but chin black.

STATLUS, DIFTRIBUTION and HABITAT,
Fesident, common in  the western
parts of its range, rarer in the east.
5. Gujarat and Maharashtra [rom
the Tapti river south through Goa,
western: Mysore (Malnaad), western
Tamil Nadu to the Palghat Gap, and
the Eastern Ghats in Tamil Nadu and

] Andhra Pradesh; from plains level to

about 1200 m, in the Nilgiris up to

1800 m. Affects ||l.'l.'-.":.' scrub, dense CVErEree [rest ancd open deciduous

and secondary jungle, and teak plantations. Seems to prefer more thickly
wooded country than eochinchinensis,

GENERAL HADITS, As in the nominate race, q.v.

Foop.  Inseets, spiders, berries and the lower nectar ol Erpthrina, Loran-
thus, Bulea, Salmalia, Musa, Waoedfordia, Firmiana and numerons other plants.

voice and catrs. A very loud and veluble rattle, "This species is such
an accomplished mimic of the calls of other birds that it frequently passes
for them and is overlooked. It has been heard mmitating to perfection the
following Spooies Tailor Bird, Redwhiskered Dulbul, Blwck Drongo, Tora,
Whitehreasted Kingfisher, Rulousbacked Shrike ancd }ﬁi.utp':::-lin,l-hi:u, The
calls are often intriguing since they are produced long after the originals have
left the locality on seasonal migration. The different imitations follow one
another in quick suecession without a break, its own song of several notes
being wedged in between the imitations; thus a single chloropsis hidden
in a lealy wee will ofien fool the listener into imagining a whole concert of
mixed species within! (SA). Call-note, & shrill whistle,

BREEDING. &eason, overall February to August, chiefly June=July. Nest
and eges, as in awrifrons,

Museus Diacowosis,  Differs from imsularts by s larger size, and from awrdfron s
by its black chin. As in the nominate race, female very much like male but distin-
guishable by smaller, duller patch of vrange on forehead, smaller biue carpal patch,
and slightly smaller size.
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In frst-winter plumage both sexes lack the orange forchead, while the black
gular patch and the blue moustachial stireaks of the adult are replaced by pale green.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tl
(from skull)
aa #7-101 23-26 18-20 bU-/7 mm
(o = B3-95 23-25 18-20 64-71 mm
(HW)

Weight 1 g" 36 g (Rensch).
COLOURS OF DARE PARTS. As in inandaris,

1105, Ceylon Goldfronted Chloropsis. Chlorofsis aurifrons insularis
Whistler & EKinnear

Chloropsis aurifrons insufaris Whistler & Kinnear, 1932, Jour. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc.
35: 752 (Cota, N.P., Ceylon)
Baker, FBI No. 3659 (part), Vol. 1: 348

LocAL Names. Ail-furnlld, Gird-ferelld (Sinhala) ) Pachai Karided (Tamil); fSakkili
(Malayvalam),

sizi. Bulbul —: length . 18 em (7 in.).

FIELD OHARACTERS. As for aurifrons but chin black.

sraTus, pisTRIBUTION and Hamitat, Besident. Widely but locally dis-
tribuied, in moderate numbers, in Kerala south of the Palghat Gap!
{e. 107 45" N.), also Palni Hills, and Ceylon throughout the lowlands and
lower hills to ¢, 1200 m. Affects mixed deciduous and evergreen forest;
commonest in damper hill districts.

GENERAL HABITS. As in the nominate race, q.v.

roob and voice., As in fronfalis.

BREEDING. JSeasen, January-February: in Kerala a bird was observed
feeding a full-fledged juvenile on 30 November. Nest, presumably as in the
nominate race. T'wo eggs are described as being pale eream, variously spotted
or blotched with pale reddish or red-brown; size ¢, 21 % 15 mm,

Musevm Diaowosis,  As frenfalis but smaller, There is a cline in size from south
to north. See also 1104, Muscum Diagnosis,

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
([rom skull)
ad Bi5-94 22-35 18-20 65-70 mm
Qg 87-88 22-24 18-20 50-64 mm

(HW, SA)
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Adult, iris hazel brown. Bill & black, ¢ horoy
brown; mouth pinkish flsh to slaty pink. Legs and feet grey or plumbeous; claws
brown. Juwvenile, bill pale horny brown; mouth livid pink; rest as in adult (SA).

! Boundary fixed arbitrarily for convenience,
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1106, Orangebellied Chlovopsis. Chlorepsis hardwickii hardwickii
Jardine & Selby

Chlorapsis hardwickii Jardine & Selby, 1830, Il Orn., Add., 2: 1 (Nepal)
Baker, FBI No. 371, Vol. 1: 349
Plate 68, fig. 1, facing p. 112

LOCAL NAME. [ao-purram ho patang (Cachari).

sizg. DBulbul; length e, 19 em (71 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male. Abope, !1-.|.t-',;r:'|'u with a l!..l]l.: grecnush blue
shoulder-paich and dark purplish blue wings and tail appearing black at
a distance. Helow, dull orange belly, blue-black throat and chin and sides
ol head with a dark blue moustachial streak, The orange belly and blackish
tail distinguish it [rom other chloropses.

Female, almost entirely green, a pale blue shoulder-patch; orange
of underparts paler and less extensive, blue moustachial streak, Tail green;
no black on throat.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. A common resiclent, _l;l]i]_i-g_'l,ji 1o
altitudinal movements in the Himalavas, rom Simla east through Nepal,
Sikkim, Bhutan, Assam, Manipur and the hills of East Pakistan; from ¢, 600
to 2230 m (Nepal) and from 1200 to over 2400 m (Maga Hills), optimum
zone arovund 1200 ITl. L_.I'I'Ii.'l.l]'li.'i"'h a lli!_{]'.l-'.' zane than r.'_ler_r'ln":lr.-.lr.ﬁ'; -:ln;.u'rru!lc ]nu‘:*r
in the non-breeding season when it 15 found in the plains of Assam. Affects
open scrub, dry- and wet-deciduous and evergreen forest; more partial to
the last than other chloropses.

Loxirafimital, Extends east to northern Thailand and northwestern Indo-
china. Represented by other races in southern China, Hainan, Malaysia
and Sumatra,

GENERAL #HAprTs, Arboreal. Keeps generally in pairs or in small parties
to the |1r3|i.i:;|.‘ Canopy, Ht':'.l'-iutl.'L“‘_.' _|;:Ll|u*|'i|]_[_1 i ]:I-I!'f__{-c‘.r ]'r:l.:'l.-zl.‘-i atl h|'l--i*-ﬂttlill.:l.;
trees in company with sibias, spiderhunters, sunbirds, white-eves, ctc.
Inscparable from parasitic Lorantius-infested trees. Very acrobatic in its
movements as it hops about and clings amongst the clumps to probe into
flowers for nectar,

FoOD. Insects, spiders, berries and nectar (Loranthus, Bassia, ete.).

voicE and cavis, A remarkably versatile songster and like its congeners
an accomplished mimic, Has perhaps the fullest, longest and sweetest song
of the genus, This may be heard the year round but more regularly from
March te May and from October to December (Proud). Its vocabulary
includes the notes of bulbuls, drongos, tits, and the call of the Crested
Serpent Eagle. Some song phrases (noted by Lister) :

1. tshavalshishi-walshishi-waishishi

2. A soft, tit-like tite-totu-tilu-titu-ti
3. A low Ip=tp=tp=tp=1p
4. A loud, rapid ti-ti-tsyi, the latter note repeated about seven times and

followed |:'_..‘ i ]:u'r:l- mg;qrti hoarse, qunluling note
5, Jflr-m-pf.f_]'.:.:-lﬁlll.fj fn'-ll"J!.fl‘l'
6. fpamni-tyalyaw-tya, repeated.
pREEDING. Season, May to August. Nest, similar to that of the Gold-
fronted Chloropsis: a cradle of roots and fibres suspended near the end of
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an outhanging branch 6 to 9 metres above the ground, rarely below 3
m. Eggs, similar to those of awrifrons; average size of 22 eggs 22-8 x 15-9
mm (Baker),

Museum Diaoxosis.  Sec Key to the Species. Juvenile entirely green wich little
or no orange-vellow on the belly, Postjuvenal moult i ludes body, leiser, median
and inner greater coverts and inner two tertials, but apparently nor wings and caal.

MEASUREMINTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tl
(from skull)
oa O5-100 21-20 19-2]
Q9 HE-O-¢ 2025 1B=19 B5=72 mm
|H]5, Fleming, 54, SDR. Sireseminnnd
‘I-"l‘f'il::]Il oot S32-40: 0 g 25-534 ¢ (SDR).
COLOURS OF PARE rARTS. Ins dark brown. Bill black. Legs bluish grev; feet

713=79 mm

bluish slaty; claws black; soles white (BBE).

CHLororsis cocHiNcHNENsIS [(Gmelin)

Key to the Subspecies
Outer webs of primaries blue. . oo vivvnnias venen s os D o cochinehinensis
Ohater wiebe of Drimaries Sreen. .. .ovoeeeos s sensenss s oslon & jerdoni

1107, JE"I‘&L‘AD'S Chlurnpﬁiﬁ-. Chilare WIELE €O -";.-'r::'.".'l.'.'.'.-:c.-.'_i'f'.-.-."- 1 -:]’r|'_.'l|]'i

Pall_!.llnrurrjfj_jrrairﬁilt Il-l:-.!h, ”H'!._]I'ILIF. Anat. Soc. Be n-_;;;]_ 3: 392 [ Central India)

|
1
Baker, FBI No. 374, Vol. 1: 352

LOCAL MAMES. Hiirfwd (Hindi); Waenna bofarum (Telugu); fakiili (Malayalam);
Niul-kuwrullia, Gird-kuralld (Sinhala).

stze, Bulbul — ;]L'thih e 18 em (7 1n.

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male, VETY similar to I'I'.I'.ln'_‘f-i-'-fl!- but lacks the orange
forehead which is vellowish green; black area of chin and throat smaller
and not extending behind eye; yellow ring (penumbra) around black
throat broader,

In female, black chin and throat of male replaced by pale bluish green;
thr:'i_'.’r[-slril:c.' hr't:qht gl'{_‘l.;l]-lih blue.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and marsrrat, Resident, on the whale Girly com-
mon, more so in the hills; rather patchily distributed in the plains. From
the, Gulf of Cambay to central Uttar Pradesh, cast to West Bengal, south
1!err1:g!u1|tl the Peninsula and Ceylon, normally up to e, 1000 metres (1200 m
in the Palnis). Affects secondary scrub jungle, forest edges, proves, and
large leafv rees on village owskirts or standing amidst cultivation and
grazing land. Prefers somewhat more open and drier eountry than Gold-
fronted Chloropsis, but the two species often overlap.

GENERAL HaBITs. Arboreal, wsually frequenting the bliage canopy,
admirably camouflaged among the leaves. Behaviour much as awrifrons.
Keeps solitary or in pairs; family parties for some time after the voung are
fledged. Most often seen feeding among Loranthus clumps and flowering
trees. A pugnacious bird chivvving and driving away other nectar-seckers
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Chloropsis cochinchinensis
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Distributional ranges

% Jerdont (1107). cochinchinensis [1108).

from its feeding tree even though in a remote part of it. Flight undulating
and rapid. For a note on anting, see JBNHS 38: 628-31.

Foor. Insects such as green tree-crickets, red ants, mantises, caterpillars;
berries and wild figs (Ficus) ; neetar of Loranthus, Helicteres, Salmalia, Erythrina,
coconut and many other lowers.

volce and cacrs. A wide range of harsh as well as lively whistling
notes, similar in gencral pattern to those ol anrifrons but a few characteristic,
Also a very good mimic, imitating to perlection drongos, bulbuls, tailor
birds, trec pies, jungle babblers, shrikes, cuckoo-shrikes, ete., even the
Shikra and the Striped Squirrel. Its own distinetive notes are occasionally
wedged in between the mimicry. These given one after another in guick
hllt':':'w‘ifu:l O%Er |r1l'|;-: [‘Jq‘l-ll_lr_l:-u'. | Onee 1i.|:||n:'n;] A1} r|1j:|||,|_[|_~,; l'-"q_'-

BREEDING, Season, poorly defined; nests have been found every month,
mainly between November and May in the more southern parts al is
range (in Ceylon February to May; occasionally October Phillips);
from March to September in the north. Nest, a fairly deep cup of fine
rootlets, plastered on the outside with cobwebs and vegetable fibres; sus-
pended hammock-wise between leaf-stems or branching end-twigs at the
cxtremity of a bough, usually six to nine metres from the ground. Eggs,
normally 2, rarely 3, pale creamy or pinkish white sparingly marked with
specks, blotches and hair-lines of blackish, purplish and reddish brown,
chiefly about the broader end. Average size of 31 eggs 21-1 % 15:1 mm
(Baker).

Museum Diacxoss.  See Key o the Sul mpecies and Field Characters. Tmmature
birds (both sexes) differ from adult female by absence of vellow wash on forchead,
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and the colours of moustache and throat being indistinct shadows of the respective
adulrs
MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill larsus Tail
{from skull

A 86-96 21-26 18-20 66-81 mm
o0 a2-n88 21=23 18-20 62-72 mm
HW, SA)

coLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill & black, @ horny brown, grey at

sides of base of lower mandible; mouth pinkish grey or pinkish slate. Legs and feet

slaty grey; claws dusky; soles dirty Oeshy white.

1108, Goldmantled C]‘I.IUTC‘PE{S. Chior Jlals cochinchinensts cochinclinensis
(Gmelin)

Turdis cockinchinensis Gmelin, 1788, f""w_-.:i:, Mat.. 1 (2%: B25 (Cochin China)
Phyllormis chlorocephalus Walden, 1871, Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist., 7: 241 (Toungoo)
I"_?u'fln:l‘rl_'.rj cochinchinensts ehlorery Kocolz, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional Exploration,
Mo, 1: 10 (Hahim Bazaar, Assam
Baker, FB]I No. 372, Vol. 1: 350
Plate 67, fig. 10, facing p. G4

LOCAL NAME. Dao-bulip gurrime {Cachari).

size, Bulbul; length ¢. 18 em (7 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS, As in jerdont; sce also 1103,

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, fairly common. Assam
hills south of the Brahmaputra, Manipur, and East Pakistan; from just
above ]:|.|.i;|:|~i level up to c. 1800 metres. A bird of the |=|..|.:1:|]1, hot H'.:Ii.u"..'_a:.,,
replaced higher up by €. hardiwickin; aflects deciduous and evergreen forest
(penetrating well into the interior), gardens, kampongs, and groves of trees
on villape outskirts.

Extralimital. Ranges east through Burma, Thailand and the Indo-
chinese countries. Other races in _"k[.li.u_..'.ui.i and Indonesia.

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and voIce. As in jerdont. Frequently in company
of bulbuls and €. aurifrons.

BREEDING. Season, April to August (Baker); nest and eges, as of jerdoni.
Average size of 16 eges 22-3 > 15-5 mm (Baker).

Museum Diacrosis. See Key to the Subspecies; for detailed description Baker,
loc. cit.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Ball Tail
({rom skull)
a g 84590 21-22 653-72 mm
Qo T6-8-4 20-22 6168 mm
(HW)

Tarsus ¢. 18 mm (Baker),
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in jerdoni.
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Genus Irena Horsfield

Irena Horsfield, 1821, Trans, Linn. Soe. London, 13: 153, Type, by original desig-
nation, Coracias puella Latham

Bill shorier than head, stout, curved, slightly notched at tip; nostrils oval, partly
conceialed by frontal plumes; rictal brisiles well developed. A fow hairs (Gloplumes)
spring from nape. Wing long but rounded, 4th quill (as.) longest. Tarsus short and
stout. Upper and under tail-coverts very long.

1109, 1110. Fairy Bluebird. frena pueila puella (Latham)?

Coracias puella Latham, 1790, Index O, 1: 171 (India, restricted 1o Travancore
[S. Kerala])
Irena puella sikkimensis Whistler & Kinnear, 1933, Jour, Bombay nat. Hist. Soc., 36:
582 (Sukna, Darjeeling)
Irena puella andamanica Abdulali, 1964, ibid., 61: 415-17 (Long Island, Middle
Andamans)
Baker, FBI No. 950, Vol. 3: 1
Vol. 5, plates 58, 59

Cf. Delacour, J., ir Peters's Check-list, vol. 9, 1960: 307, footnote.

rocat Names. Pana-kara-kitriei (Telugu); Lalita (Malayalam); Dao gateng
(Cachari).

sizE. Mymna --; length ¢. 27 em (11 1n.}).

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male. Above, brilliant ultramarine blue; below, decp
velvety black with blue under tail-coverts.

Female. Dull blue-green with
blackish lores,

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and mani-
TaT. Resident subject to seasonal
wanderings. Range disjunct as
[ollows:

(1) Heavy rainfall area of south-

western India from  about

% e 1 = Ratnagiri district in Maha-

rashira, south to the southern

parts of the Western Ghats in Kerala, from the plains to ¢. 1800

metres, and the hills of western Tamil Nadu (Nilgiris, Palnis, ete.);

on the east it has been reported only from the Chitteri range. Betts

records it as a cold-weather visitor to the central plateau of Coorg,

arriving in November. There are old records from Mahableshwar,

Khandesh and Vidarbha (Berar). Extinet in Ceylon where the last

record appears to have been in 1877,

(2) Southeastern Nepal foothills (Jhapa dist. — Fleming), Sikkim and

Bhutan foothills, Jalpaiguri duars, Assam, Manipur and the East
Pakistan hills; also Andaman and Nicobar islands.

1 No. 1110, L. p. sikkimensis, is considered a synonym; see Museum Diagnosis.
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Irena puella
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fiiig Disjunct distributional range of L. p. puella (1109).

Affects heavy moist-deciduous and evergreen forest, sholas, coffee planta-
tions and deep jungle.

Extralimital. Extends through Burma and the Indochinese subregion.
Other subspecies in Malaysia, Sumatra, Borneo, Java and the Philippines.

GENERAL HABITS. In the non-breeding secason keeps in small parties of
six to cight birds, rarely more, usually to tree-tops but readily descending to
bushes where food attracts. Alwavs on the move, hopping [rom branch to
branch and flying from tree to tree, uttering their distinctive call as they go.

FooD, Fruit, berries and nectar., Especially fond ol the various species
of figs; probes into the blossoms of Erythring and Grevillea for nectar. Insects
are also taken.

voice and caris. As they dodge about the trees, utter characteristic,
liquid, percussive notes variously rendered as weel-weet, be-quick, peepit,
fohat’s it repeated every few seconds. According to Betts, the male has an
explosive, liquid, bubbling whistle of wtwo notes whil-tu, whit-tu, whit-tu
[a different rendering of the above?]; as it calls the tail is jerked up sharply.
A sharp chichickichik given in Hight every lew scconds has also been noted.

BREEDING. Srason, overall January to June, but most nests have been
found from February to April. Unlike most forest birds they do not sclect

| Pomalorhinus schistioeps (nuchalis), Slatvheaded Scimitar Babhler (1169 RE). 2 Ti-
malia p. bengalensis, Redcapped Babbler (1229). 3 Chrysomma 5. hypolencum, Western
Yellow-eved Babbler (1230). 4 Macroncus gularis I:Snr.l'ﬁ.ili.rr.ru.t}, Yellowbreazied Bab-
bler (1228 RE). 5 Pellorncum ruficeps (subochraceum), Spotted Babbler (1158 RE).
[ .d!:fpf B fusca, Assam Quuaker Babbler (1391). 7 Argithing ¢, tiphia, lora (1098),
" non-breeding. 8 Heterophasia melanoleuca castanoptera, "Tickell's Sibia (SE). 9 Chlo-
repsis aurifrons (pridit), Goldronted Chloropsis (1103 RE), g% 10 Chlorepsis ¢
cochinchinensis, Goldmaniled Chloropsis (1108}, g
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open glades or banks of streams but breed in the heart of the thickest and
most humid places. Nest, deseribed by Betts as very distinctive and unmistak-
able for that of any other bird: a rough platform of straight dead twigs
16 to 19 cm long and remarkably thick, often at least 5 mm in diameter,
On this is spread a layer of green moss and a scanty lining of rootlets ancd
leafribs, It is placed in a fork well within a dense and shady tree, from
five metres up; exceptionally in bushes as low as one metre. The hen does
all the building, the cock accompanying her, calling loudly, Egss, almost
invariably 2, exceptionally 3, olive-grey or greenish white with irregular
streaky blotches of brown scattered over the surface, more densely and
forming a cap at the large end. Average size of 40 eges 282 x 20-2 mm
{Baker). Incubation of eggs (period?) and brooding of young by female
alone; feeding by both parents. Young clothed in a thick coat of dark grey-
brown ﬂ:iﬁ-}' down,

Museum Dhacmoss. Specimens from southwest India have a slightly shorter
wing (an average of less than 4 mim), but birds from farther ea.l are intermediate,
Andaman birds have slightly longer tails (within the range of the specics average)
and slightly heavier bills; these small differences do not warrant sub!p-l:::i.ﬁc [CCOR-
nition {fide Delacour in i), There is no difference in plumage.

The juvenal plumage is a dull edition of the female's oxcept that the wings and
their coverts have very little of the blue-green wash, First-winter males are indis-
tinpuishable from the adult female except for the presence of odd, accidentally
moulted, feathers of the adult plumage; postjuvenal moult of body, lesser, median
and probably greater coverts, |

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(lrom skull)
aa 123=-134 26-30 18-19 99-110 mum
Qg 118-128 2730 18-19 95104 mm
[South India (HW, SA))
12 a8 123-141 26-30 18-19 97-112 mm
6 9@ 124-130 29-32 — 92-112 mm
[Northeast India (FLA, HW, SA}]
3 o 129-133 25-26 - 106-110 mm
1 9 130 25 —_— 108 mm

[Andamans (FIA)]
COLOURS OF DARE PARTS. Iris claret. Bill black ('), brownish black (9);
mouth greyish pink. Legs, fect and claws black,
Family PycnonoTiDAE: Bulbuls
Cf. Delacour, J., 1943, Zoologica, 28 (1): 17-28; Thomson, A. L. (cd.} 1964,
A MNew Dictionary of Birds: 110 (Article * Bulbul "),

Key to the Genera

Page

A OBl Rk, o i atin e e o e W 8 AR LR AR S zivos G5
B Hairs springing from nape numerous and at least as long as tarsus

............................................ R 100
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Page

C  Bill equal to, usually shorter than tarsus. Difference between longest
primary and longest secondary less than length of mrsus. . . . Pymosefees G7

I3 Bill longer than tarsus. Difference between longest primary and
longest secondary more than length of tarsus. .. ..o oo Hypsipetes 1l

Genus Sprizixos Blvih

Spizixos Blyth, 1845, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal, 14: 571. Type, by monotypy,
Spi zivos cantfrons Blyth

Differs from other bulbuls by its finch-like bill, otherwize a typical member of
the family in its habiis, breeding and wvoice. Crest thick and long but not much
|1{Iirl|;1-.-"1:|.:. hill short and deep, culmen gently curved throughout; edge of mandibles
ﬂjght]}' sinuate and noiched near the tps; tanl square; farsus short and weak.

1111. Finchbilled Bulbul. Sgizivos cangfrons canifrons Blyth

Spizixos canifrons Blyth, 1845, Jour. Asziat Soc, Bengal, 14: 571 (Khasia Hills)
Spizives canifrons nobilis Koelz, 1952, Jow. Zool. Soe, Indai, 4: 154 (Lushai Hills)
Baker, FBI No. 416, Vol. 1: 400
Vol. 9, Plate 100

LOCAL WaME. Dao bulip-buke (Cachar).

sizé. Redvented Bulbul; length . 20 em (8 in.). .

FIELD CHARAGTERS. A green bulbul with yellowish belly, broad dark
terminal band on tail, slaty head and throat with whitish patch on sides
of neck, and pointed blackish crest,
Sexes alike. The pale vellow thick bill
looks whitish in- the feld and very
distinctive,

Young (immature), [orchead
greenish yellow, erown and erest dark
olive; throat and ear-coverts dull
vellowish; indications of a dusky
moustache; rest as adult butr duller
with terminal tail-band shadowy. Bill
blackish.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HARITAT. A resident montane species, subject
to some seasonal altitudinal movement. Assam hills south of the Brahma-
putra, Nagaland, Manipur {and East Pakistan in the Chivagong Hill
Tracts?) rom ¢, 1400 to 2500 metres, descending in winter to 900 m.
Affects cut-over scrub, semi-cultivation, deciduous and evergreen forest.

Extralomital.  Chin Hills and Arakan. The specics extends east through
northern Burma, Yunnan and northern Thailand to N, Vietnam,

GENERAL HamTs, Found in parties, sometimes large groups of more
than 30 individuoals, Affects low serub and abandoned hill-cultivation
clearings overgrown with brambles and ringal bamboo; sometimes high
trees whence it may be seen ® fly-catching ' in the air for insects and returning

3 the same perch. A typical bulbul in its habits.
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FooD, Seeds, lruit and insects

vorce and cavis, Alarm-note, a strident but not unmelodious piirr-
friirr-prrtist-preiiet-preiint, the last three syllables -::|1|1_.' added when the bird
5 very excited; another call is described as kerit-kreiift . . lre=tormr L . L il
with strong emphasis on the last note (Heinrich). Typical bulbul notes -—
full, solt and distinct; also has a curious chattering note (Whistler).

BREEDING,  Season, April through July, Nest, rather shallow, cup-shaped,
very distinetive, apparently always made ol narrow curly corkscrew-like
tendrils of some vine, occasionally with a few fine twigs added, and sometimes
hined with scraps ol bracken or grass. Built in low bushes preferably in
tangles ol wild raspberries (Rubus); sometimes in small saplings up to three
metres, Feas, 2 or 3, rarvcely 4, dull pink marked with numerous [reckles of
_'lgllk:w-h ||-|i Lii -:||||l |'-|-||'L'.'III-\.|I II.'I:!1 lL'I"|1'r| |_'||;|,I||||_'-'|H sl |;'|||'i:||i|'|:_l|' = 1,1,'.'5[[_
marked cap or ring around the i.lll:l' cndl., Averape size of 100 eggs 2547

176 mm (Baker

Muszom Diaanosis,  See Field Characters. Postjuvenal mowlt complete,

MEAS MENT
Wing Bill Tail
{from skull)
ay O0— 112 [G-19 B9-99 mm

(HW, SDR)
Wing 10 gt 93-99, 10 @ @ 90-94 mim (Heinrich).

=14 mm (Baker),
Weight 1 & 44 ¢ (SDIL),

Farsus e, |

COLOURS OF DARE PARTS. Irs reddish brown. Bill vellowish horn above, very
|U’Ii‘f '\'-"“.H'.I || P e ||r |||'.'-. I.l'-':l .1:|I| |;l_'l:F_ brownish Mesh ',||'I.1\",

Genus PyonwoxoTus Boie

Pycnonotus Boie, 1826, Isis, col, 973, l}']l-:'.. by Monoly py, Taerddus capernsts Linnacus

. Brachypodius Blyth, 1845, Jour. Asiat, Soc. Bengal, 14; 576. Type, by original
'=.="'1i'.r_.'|.||.|i|"||. L THENLE B ."....-lf..ll.'.'||l_'|l: ‘.'||||-'Fir|

l'l::l' -';"-ulu'.' Hi'-'ril.. 18 I'Il I-”II]'. _"ﬁ.\.;”'__ "1I|r| | H.r'|:|:'_||_L ] :;

tign, Furdis dispar Horsheld

0. Type, by original desipna-

Microtarsus Evion, 1839, Proc. Fool. Soc. London: 102, Twvpe, by monotvpy,

Aicrofarsits mied s Evion

Elathea Gistel, 1848, Naturges. Hohere Schulen: 8. Type, by original designation,
Brae J.'I""-':'.:‘i _lf.l."r-'.'-'r-'l'rl' Caoualed Vanga flaviveniris Tickell

{-i'."-r:-.-.'th'n'l Cabanis, I“'-F:'lu Mus, Hein., 12 109, 'I_'.\-i:-:-_ Ly MOno Ly, Fetrites ||'|-.-;|;|§u|
Linnacus

Molpastes Hume, 1873, Steay Feathers, 1: 378, Type, by original designation,
Haen

Aleurus Blyth, 1843, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal, 12: 930-55, Type, by monotypy,
Trichaphorus siriatus Blyth

Nanthixus Oates, 1889, Fauna Brit. Ind., Bds, 1: 274. Type, by Monotypy,
Prenonofus favescens Blyith

patarnis chrpsorrhoides Laflresnave

Kelaartia Jerdon, 1863, Bds, Ind., 2: 86, Type, by monotypy, f_'}frn?rﬂ:-fu:,l-car:'ﬂif.l'a!'u:
Blyth

Cf. Deignan, H. G., 1948, 1949, Jour. Washington Acad. Sci., 38; 39: 245 8,
279-81;273-9,
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Bill ITlthdﬂl"ﬂ.h‘.i}' thick and ||;;|;|-|,-!:: for the ErOnLpy colours and paticrn Very 'l.'..'l.ri.'lhll:;

feathers on the crown erectile and ecither elongated or normal in length.

Key to the Specics

I Plumage heavily striped. ... ..cooviiieiiiinainnines P sirtatis
II Plumage not striped
A Under tail-coverts red or vellow contrasting with rest of plumage
a Tail tipped with white

1 Under tail-coverts red s eaviiarvivisssranssasiasa P cafer
2 Under tail-coverts vellow
Throat BIREK: o o vivsivias s om s seneas sssas eos s s sy HUCOANET
Theost AellowW: - v voevnerssrsenerrmes sy P xantholaemus
b Tail not tipped with white .
3 A white cheek-patch.......c..ciiiiaaan ‘ameiek nainn P. jocosus
4 Nocheck-patch. ... ciiiciiiiiasanansannanasss P. flavescens
B  Under tail-coverts concolorous with belly
¢ Lores and chin white, vellow tuft behind eve........ P. penccillatus
d Front of forehead, and supercilium, white ....... « = = o7 luteolics
e Tail |:.I-I.'1.'I-ELII|.1':-' ljpp“l ity yellodw s s L e atriceps
f “Tail |ip‘|_',|-|_=d IR EEE s e e e R siR P, alriceps (grey E]h.‘l.:-ial.'.lu
g Tail not tipped with yellow or white
5 Hoad cotirely Black. «ovvvressnnansnnsnnnsse P melaniclerus
6 Head slaty, forchead greenish. . o.coooecensssss 0% priocephalus

Pyvexoxottis atricers (Temminck)

Key to the Subspecies

Head entirely black, sharply dehned. ............. P. a. atriccps
Head almost concolorous with back, olive washed with blackish,
not sharply defined. ... ....covnevon.o.. . P g flscoflavescens

1112, Blackheaded Bulbul. Pyenonslus atriceps atriceps (Temminck)

Page
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Turdus atriceps Temminek, 1822, Pl, col, live. 25, pl. 147 { Java and Sumatra, restric-

ted to Java by Robinson & Kloss, 1923, Jour. Fed. Malay States Mus., 11: 55)

EBr, (ackypodius) cinereoventris Blyth, 1845, Jour. Asiat Soc. Bengal, 14: 576 (Tipperah)

Baker, FBI Nos, 439 and 442, Vol. 1: 423, 426
Cf. Ticehurst, C. B., 1939, J&is, B1: 563.

rocAaL NasEs. Dee-bulip-garaiu (grey phase), Dao-bulif-garasha (normal phase)
{l:'_;g,;_—hari}_ The two names mean male and female although the difference is not

one of sexes but of colour phases,
sizé. Redvented Bulbul —; length . 18 em (7 in.).

FIELD GHARACTERS, Two colour phases. Normal phase. Abopre, head
glossy black; upperparts olive, mottled with black on rump; wings olive
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BULBULS 649

and black; tail olive with a black subterminal
band and a broad yellow terminal band. Below,
throat and upper breast glossy black: lower breast
olive becoming yvellow on belly and undertail
surface. Uncrested black head, and rounded tail
with bright vellow terminal band are leading
clues,

In (srey |rh.|.'-;|* all olive or 1:.';-3[1:&-: paris
replaced by ashy greyv: terminal band of tail white,
This '|'I|.l1l'-'l' Crops 1ip here and []il.':':‘, bt L':I.I'L'!l:'_t'
(less than | per Cont). HeXes |l.1i.|'i_l‘.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and mmasrrat.  Resident,

COMTITICTL '\'l'lLl e i.[ OCCLUNS. ."II.."-."|.1.1'|: ."|1l||||'|. UI.- I]:Il.:
Brahmaputra (including Nagaland and Mamipur)

il Yotted  line Y -~ T
Tail, | : A and the eastern and southeastern parts of East

fw [SER}T mici

lengihened upp Pakistan, in lowlands and foothills up to & 700 m.
inil-cover Affeets deciduous forest, scatiered or light jungle

and gardens.
Extralimifal, Burma and throughout the Indochinese subregion, Malaysia,

the Sunda islands, Borneo and Palawan,

GENERAL HABITS, Arboreal, descending to bushes when fod attracts;
may inhabit thack bushes anc lII]Ili'I':_':':'-::l'.'.'IEl, and cane brakes in the t.:ll'L‘L‘(l-I“g
season. Picks berries while hopping from branch to branch in small or large
parties. Sometimes hawks 1!-:,'i|1g insccts by acrial sortes [ram trec-tops.
Bather 4l||.|.t'|'1't-.--n:1~_

roon, Mastly berries; also inseets (flying ants ete.).

voice and cavis. Very distinet and unlike those of other bulbuls.
Ordinary call-note, a lively, sharp but pleasant single chirp uttered when
flying [rom tree to tree, hopping among the branches or at rest. Song, a
melancholy double whistle not unlike that of a sibia (Davisonj; *wvery
mournful, like the rain-weather call of the Tora but deeper and softer *—
Baker. It is uttered when sitting quietly especially in the morning  and
EVening.

BREEDING. Seafon, .-"1|1:'il ancl HT:U_.'. Nest, rather bulky [or the size of the
bird, well buile and COMPACT — IMOre like. a !!}.'1':LI:'||-‘|"-«: than a bulbul’s *
(J. C. Hopwood}; made of fine stems, twigs, dead leaves and grass, lined
with fine grass-stems; placed in upright forks of branches or cane fronds,
part of the material being wound around the supporting twigs; always in
bushes and nearly always quite low down. Epes, 2 or 3, tvpical of Pycmonolis
but having a definite character of their own, pale pink with a violet tinge
marked with speckles or small blotches of reddish brown or purple-brown
forming a ring or cap at the large end. Average size ol 17 eges 21:1 = 15:9
mm [Baker).

Museus Diacyosis. See Key 1o the Subspecies and Ficld Characters,

Young (immature), head and throat doll brown; base of rump-feathers brown,
tail-coverts shorter; rest as in adult but darker and duller, Primary and tail charac-
ters present, postjuvenal moult complete. This specics is dichromatie, the grey
phase lacking carotenoids (sce also SF G: 319).
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1115. Blackcrested Yellow Bulbul. Pyenonoius melamicterus flaviventris
(Tickell)
Vanga flaviventris Tickell, 1833, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal, 2: 573
{Dampara in Dhollhunt)
Baker, FBI MNo. 413, Val, 1: 397
Vol. 9, plate 98

Locat. wames. Jdrd SBE (Hindi); Pahdriyd Kdngdhdra (Gorakhpur); Mandiph-

hur (Lepeha) ; Hagrand doo-bulip (Cachari),

sizé. Redvented Bulbul 4 ; length ¢. 18 em (7} in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS, Entire head, throat and crest glossy black; rest of
upperparts olive-yellow, tail largely brown. Underparts yvellow, darker on
breast, Pale yellow eyes conspicuous at short range. Sexes alike. Distinguished
from the Blackheaded Bulbul (1112} by its ercet pointed crest, and the
absence of yellow in tail.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION ancd manrrar.
lower Himalayas from Simla through Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan, Assam hills,
Nagaland, Manipur, and East Pakistan; terai and duars and up to an
altitude of ¢. 1500 m, rarely to 2400 m, extending in the plains to Gonda

Fairly common resident along the

Pycnonotus melanicterus

I [ 1 | )
30
— e 1
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Distributional ranges
fasiventrs (1115). B ularis (1116). [ melanicteus (1117).

(U.P.) and Bettiah (N. Bihar); also the forests of Madhya Pradesh (Pach-
marhi, Chhindwara and Bastar districts), Orissa and northeastern Andhra
Pradesh. Alffects forest with plenty of undergrowth, dense secondary jungle,
and scrub country about terraced cultivation, orchards and villages,
Extralimital. This subspecies extends to Arakan, northern Burma and
western Yunnan; other races throughout the Indochinese subregion,

Sumatra, Java and Borneo.
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OERERAL HABITS, Arboreal, seldom coming near the ground. Usually
singly or in pairs, but may consort in numbers in [ruit-bearing trees. Like
other bulbuls often hawks flving ants in the air from trec-tops.

roon.  Mainly [ruits, also insects. Observed feeding on fruit of Solanum
santhocarpum growing along lorest path (SA),

volcE and cares,  Similar to those of the Rubythroated Bulbul {11163,
l:;.'._ Some notes :|.|~|4| I1“i:'|||11|.l:‘ I]I.im.‘ tl-r I|'|_|_'_ I;liufk Hu!lju] HlHH. Snt'l.i.{
rendered as weel-tre-trippy-weel, the last three syllables repeated twice or
more.

BREEDING. Season, overall March o September, chiefly April to June.
Vest, a Rimsy cup of yellow dead leaves bound with a little cobweb and
shreds of bark; a frst rough lining of coarse grass stems, fine twigs and
rootlets, and a finer lining, in most cases composed only of the finer stems
of tan-coloured grass, occasionally of fine moss-roots or other vegetable
fibre; placed 1 a thick bush or sapling 30 to 250 cm [rom the ground,
Lggs, 3 o 4, someumes 2, Lunt pinkish white covered with numerous lreckles
af dull lilac-pink, dull reddish or reddish pink with sccondary freckles of
pale grey, sometimes forming a rving around the large end. Average size
of 100 eggs 24-2 % 164 mm (Baker). Both birds take part in incubation;
period unrecorded,

Musevnm Ihaoxosis.  Differs from ewlaris and melanfelerus in having a erest and
a black throat.

Young (immature) like adult but hiead dull black and crest shorter; upperparts
greenish olive; underparis much paler vellow; edges to wing and tail less distinet;
primary and tail characters present. Postjuvenal moult complete.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Hill Tarsus Taal
(Trom skull)
uiis 85=895 14-17 15-17 42-90 mm
gQ 43-89 14-16 16=17 St nam

(HW, BB, 5A, Fleming)
Weight 4 g 30-34; 29 9 28-31 g (SDR, BB).
COLOURS OF BARE PanrTs, Iris pale lemon-yellow, Bill black, Legs and feet dark
plumbeous; claws darker; soles yellowish white.,

1116, Rubythroated Yellow Bulbul. Pycronoius melaniclerus gularis
(Gould)

Brachypus gularis 1'3'1!:|L]d, 1835, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 186 (T'ravancore)
Baker, FBI No. 431, Vol. 1: 415
Flate 69, fig. 1, facing p. 128

LocaL Nasme., Meankdantan {Malavalam),

s51zE.  Redvented Bulbul - length &, 18 cmn (7} in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. An olive-yellow and bright yellow bulbul with
black uncrested head, conspicuous whitish eye and ruby-red throat, Sexes
alike.

sTATUS, DISTRIBUTION and BAmTAT, Resident. Goa (?) and western
Mysore from Belgaum south through Kerala and adjacent parts of Tamil
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Nadu. In the lowlands and fbothills of the Ghats up 1o ¢, 1000 m (1200 m
in Coorg dist., rarely higher). Afccts edges of evergreen forest, thickets
along rivers, mixed bamboo and evergreen, and old forest clearings over-
grown with secondary jungle and tangles ol Mimosa, Lantana, etc. Avoids
cultivation,

OENERAL HaBrTs. Arboreal, ﬁlu]iug most of 1ts food i the [orest CAnopy.
Keeps in pairs during the breeding scason, in small parties otherwise.
Rather silemt and shy and retiring.

roon. Berries, figs and insccts,

voicE and carrs. The birds keep in touch with each other by a low,
churring note constantly utiered. Song, a hall-dozen tinkling notes recall-
ing the song of Rlupidura awreola but of the pattern and richness of the
Redwhiskered Bulbul’s; closely resembling also song of 11135,

BREEDING. Season, ll-dehned : overall January to August, chiefly February
to April. Nest, a very small cup of vellow dead leaves bound lightly with
cobweb and grass stalks with a slight lining of grass, looking like a casual
wind-blown accumulation of rubbish (Betts), The choice of yellow leaves
as a nest material, as also in the Blackerested Bulbul, 15 stressed by Betts.
Placed in low bushes between 1 and 3 metres from the ground. Eges, in-
variably 2, similar to those of facirentris. Average size of 4 eggs 20-9 » 15-2
mm (Baker).

:"-Il,'ﬁ.l-'l"ﬂ LnaGxosis, See hev to the 51l]1-.]1|.'|’i1'.—§. '!l.'ullr]".; l.,ll:.-;l.\'_:L'T;ilJl;d,

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tail
{from skull)
arg’ 74-79 15-16 b8-74¢ mm
B e 13-79 15-16 67-69 mm
(HY, SA)

Tarsus ¢. 15 mm (Baker).
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. [Iris creamy white 1o yellow, Bill brownish black;
mouth vellowish pink. Legs, feet and claws brown.

1117, Blackcapped Yellow Bulbul, Pyenonotus melaniclerus melaniclerus
(Gmelin)

Muscieapa melanictera Gmelin, 1789, Syst. Nat., 1: 941 (Cevlon)
Baker, FBI No. 429, Val. 1: 414

LOGAL NaMmiE. AGhT bondayd (Sinhala).

size. Redvented Bulbul —; length ¢. 18 ecm (7} in.).

FIELD CHARAGTERS. Abore, uncrested head black; back, ramp and wings
olive-green; 1ail brown tipped white. Below, throat and rest of underparis
lemon-yellow with an olive wash on breast, Sexes alike.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and mamtar, Resident, Ceyvlon. Widely distri-
buted except in the arid parts, in moderate numbers up to at least 1200 m.
Affects well-wooded areas but prefers forest varied by open countrv to
dense forest.

GENERAL HABITS and roop. As in gulars,
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VOICE and caris, A plaintive, minor-key whistle on an ascending

scale, something like » r, yer ye or wer wer we we each syllable higher than the
last * (Henry).

BREENG. Season, ill-defined : Febronary to June, mostly March and
April (Phillips) with a second period in Augusi-September (Henry) ;
weasionally i other maorths,
rootlets

Verl, a rather Himsy cup ol small twigs,
and especially dead leaves and fern-stalks, lined scantily with
fibres; placed in a small lateral fork or in twigs and well concealed Among
foliage in a low bush in serub jungle, or a small tree in the outskirts of
forest. fges, normally 2, dull pink, densely speckled and occasionally blotchexd
with light red-brown. Average size of 24 eges 20-9 % 157 mm (Baker).
Museus IDiacnosis,. Sec ]\.1':. o the Subspecics
Young (immature), sumlar to adult but black of head dull and grlosaless: pec-

rices narrower and more pointe il

Wing and tail moult in the adults in March and Oclober,

Wing Rall Tarsus Tail
from skull
b 9 T2=T7 13=17 15-16G B304 mum
Y ¥ % iZ2-i4 15-16 15-16 62-65 mm
(HW)

COLOURS OF BARE rarts. Iris dull red (@) or dark brown (93, Bill blxack.
| L .I.||l| Tt |l|.ll I.'.-l.. ':_1 oar ||I |'|| ||'_|-'i |..|.||;| i -'.'J

Prcxonotus jocosus (Linnacus)

Key to the Subspecices

Page
A  Rectrices without white tips
I Paler, collar broken in centre. ... .. Py M R - o4 g abieensng 76
! Darker, collar complete. . . .. L co o PG fuscicaudati 77
B Rectrices with white tips
i Upperparts rich ruddy brown
a  Red ecar-tult and crest shorier, bill heavier. . . . . o oo P b wliinker 10
b Red car-tufi and crest longer, bill more slender. . ... P i. rmeria 79
I '-'|"|l"'I|I.L]'I:i darker, more saturated. ... . ... ... = P. 1. monticola B
5 Upperparts paler....... . bwwswainwds o porrkoris 75

'[l ]:'l'i'.:!lulll. H. ';r. |'|HL__II,|I_|I_ ||,'||';|_.._|:|:|||_|_||-.:| .‘I'.-'."I. el TN :.!.: :TII ”,I_I

1118, Kumaon Redwhiskered Bulbul. Prononoius jocasus pyrrhatis
(Bonaparie
fvos porrhotis © Hodgs,'= Bonaparte, 1850, Consp. Gen. Av., 11 265
Nepal ex Hodrson, 184
Otocompsa gocosa provincralis Whistler, 1931, Bull. Brit. Oen, Cl., 52: 40

ev Tnclia

[KRumaon bhabar
Baker, FBL No. 410 {part . Val. 13 394
LOCAL MAMES.  Neaeerd balbil, Palari balbal (Hindi).

size. Redvented Bulbul --; length ¢, 20 cm (8 in.).
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FIELD CHARACTERS. Asin 1120, q.v.

[rom

STATUS, DIETRIBUTION and mamrar. Resident in the lowlands,
Pycnonotus jocosus
30
—]
L
20

iaa 70 90 | s :uu1

Distributional ranges

- abuensis {1 tlk;]. i—};‘mi 'g'frr;r.im.rf: (veaB). [ meomefeala {r1zra).

E emerte (1121). Eed fuscreandatus :I - whistlent I:I 122).

East Punjab to Uttar Pradesh, the Nepal terai, duns and bhabar, and Bihar;

affiects scrub jungle, light forest, semi-cultivation and villages.
CENERAL HABRITS, FOOD, VOICE and BrREEDING. As in 1120,
Museum Diacxosis.  Sec Key io the Subspecics.
MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tail
(from skull )
Jagaa 88-90 [9 B5-86 mm
3 QQ 80-83 19 73=77 mm
(BB}

COLOURS OF BARE PARTE. Asin 1120 and other races.

1119. Rajasthan Redwhiskered Bulbul. Pycronstus jocosus abuensiis

{(Whistler)

Otpeornfrsa jocosa abuensis Whistler, 1931, Bull. Brit, Orn. CL, 52: 40 {Mount Abu)

Baker, FBI No. 411 (part), Vol. 1: 3056

rocar sames.  Kimerd balbal, Pahdri balbal (Hindi).
51ZE and FIELD CHARACTERS, Asin 1120,
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sTaTUs, DISTRIBUTION and HAaBrtaT. Resident.  Central, southern and
southeastern Rajasthan, and northern Gujarat, Affects scrub and cultivated
Arcas,

OENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and BREEDING. Asain 120,

Museusm Diacnosis.  Sce Key to the Subspecics.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsua Taal
{from skull)
6 g 87-91 19 20-21 #3-87 mm
(HW)
COLOURS OF DARE ParTs. As i 1120 and other races,

1120, Southern Redwhiskered Bulbul. Pyenonslus jocosus fuscreandalus
{ Gould)

Ciocompisa_fiscicandata Gould, 1866 (1865}, Proc, Zool. Soc, London, pr. 3: G64
{Southern India and Madras, restricted to the Nilgirt Flills by Whistler & Kinnear,
1932, JBNHS 35: 750)

Baker, FBI Mo, 411, Vol. 1: 396

LOCAL maMEs., Pakidr bilbal, Kamerd biolbal l:]lilltli::l: SF;.«-I.M bathl ':i_:-ujiu'u.li:;
Turaka-pigli-pitta (Telugu); Nondo-kloti-kiriivi (Tamil); frattattalochi (Malayalam).

size. Redvented or Whitecheeked Bulbul -=; length . 20 cm (8 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS, An unmistakable bird, hair-brown above with a
pointed black crest (carried erect except when flying), erimson tufts behined
the eyes, white underparts with a dark collar; and scarlet under tail-coverts.
Young birds lack the red * whiskers " and have a pale orange-rufous vent.
Sexes alike.

statTus, pisTRiBUTION and mamrar,  Common and widespread resident.
Western India from the Tapti river and Madhya Pradesh (apparently
absent from its northern parts), south to Cape Comorin, including Maha-
rashtra, Mysore, Kerala, western Tamil Nadu and the western hall of
Andhra Pradesh, Chiefly in the Ghats and associated hills (Nilgiri, Palni,
ctc,) up to e 1800 m: rare in the central tableland. Affects open scrub
jungle, cultivation and urban gardens; avoids heavy forest but prelers a
more humid habitat than either lencogenys or cafer, olten to the exclusion
of each other. (For a note on ecological preferences between this species and
P. cafer see JENHS 39: 102.)

GENERAL Hamits, A familiar bird of gardens, ofien even in the heart of
noisy citics, Usually in pairs, occasionally in loose feeding Aocks of 30 or more
in the non-breeding scason, and in association with other bulbuls, Largely
5.::{1;:111;11’}5 ach i‘J:Lir 1:'-.l|;l]lf.' rermaining in the m:i!_gl].bm,u'hmui ol its lJ[‘l;_"Ef_HH_r{
haunts throughout the year. Feeds mostly on trees and bushes but also
descends to the ground, hopping about to pick ants and other insecis.
At times will make aerial sorties from a bush- or tree-top to capture winged
termites and moths, Frequently does damage to ripening fruit in orchards,
and 15 a minor scourge of the kitchen garden and to Hower-buds and seed-
lings. Flight strong and well sustained though slow and jerky in character,

e
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1121a. Assam Redwhiskered Bulbul. Pycnonotus jocosus monticola
{McClelland)

Ivas monticela McClelland, 1840, Proc. Zool. Soc. London, pt. 7: 160
(* Kassia mountains,” Assam)
Baker, FBI Mo, 410 (part), Vol. 1: 394

Local NAMmEs. Dae-bulip-gajeo-bi (Cachari); Irerwi-bulib-galierba  (Kacha Naga);
Kanda (Sylhet); Ahoining (Manipur, all bulbuls); Dufsheh (Dafla); FPyaje (Naga);
Fango (Mishmi); Fddbe (Abor),

size. Redvented Bulbul - ; length e, 20 cm (8 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. Asin 1120, q.v.

staTus, pisTripuTioN and masrrat. Common resident. Bengal duars
(Jalpaiguri district), Bhutan foothills east through Assam and the NEFA
foothills up to 1100 m. Affects serub jungle and clearings near villages.

Exiralimital. Extends to northern Burma, the Shan States, Yunnan and
Indochina (Deignan).

GENERAL HaBITS, Foop and voicé. As in 1120, Flocks ol over 100
were seen associated with P. cafer { Mishmi Hills. SA & SDR). Very abundant
also in NEFA.

BREEDING. oeason, March to July, chiefly May and June. Nest, as in
1120, Eges, 3, rarely 4; for description and size see under emeria.

Museum IDiacwosis,  See Kev o the Subspecics.

MEASUREMENTS.  Wing g'g" 84-95, ¢ ¢ 80-91 mm,

Weight + &'a" 30-42; 4 @ @ 30-36 g (SDR, BB).

COLOURS OF BARE ParTs. Asan 1120,

1122, Andaman Redwhiskered Bulbul. Pynonotus jocosus whestlert
I}L'ig’uaul

f:':-gm".g-fu:r;—.:l.::mn_n riisifers I‘}:Lguqu_ lfhlﬂ, JUI,:II'. 1I"l:l:l:i|!:i!I1.g|:l:|-|!!| Acad. Su:i., 38: 280
(Cingue ., Andaman Js.)
Not in Baker, FBI

LoCAL MaMES. None recorded,

sizg. Smaller than myna; length ¢. 20 em (8 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1120, q.v.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABTAT. Common resident in South and
Middle Andaman islands. Introduced into the Nicobars from Part Blair;
now found on Trinkat and Camorta, probably also Nancowry. Affects
open country and towns,

GEXERAL HaBrTs. Those of the species. * Especially common at Port
Blair where it frequently enters the houses taking the place of the common
sparrow ' (Osmaston, 1906, JBNHS 17: 156).

BREEDING, Season, March wo May, Nesting as in 1120, Eggr, 2 or 3, like
those of emeria,

Museus Diacxosis. See Kev to the Subspecies; barely distinguishable from
emmeria of Orissa but ear-tuft and crest shorter, bill heavier,

MEASUREMENTS and coLoUmrs oF DARE PARTs. Asin 11200
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Pvenonotus LEucocENYs (Gray)

Key to the Subspecies

Page

A Crost lncking, top ol head black . . ..o iiiiainasiss s P, L. levcotis HE
B Crest present

| “Crest moderate, brownish black ; back dull olive=brown. . . . P. L keawveis 13

2 Clrest long, brown; back greenish olive-brown. .. ..... P L lencogenys H3

1123, White-eared Bulbul. Pyenonotus fencogenys lencolis (Gould)

Teox fencoles Gouled, 1836, Proc. Fool. Soc. London: 6 [K.‘n'.l.vl hi, Hll1ll.|.:|
Baker, FBI No. 406, Vol. 1: 390
rocat NaMmes, Kashdndra (Punjab)y Bhoorao (Sind); Fogide (Kutch); Kdadrd
bualhal (Gujarati).
sizk.  Redvented Bulbul - ; length . 20 em (8 in.).
FIELD CHARAGCTERS, A grey-brown bird with erestless black head, black
throat and a large white cheek-patch; under tail-coverts yellow, tail dark

brown IEEIIJL:[E white, |J'i>'.[5l1gu]_'i[l|:d from the Redvented Bulbul b}' the
white cheek-patches, white underparts and yellow vent. Sexes alike.

sTATUS, DISTRIBUTION and pasirar. Common and widespread resident,
subject to some local movements. West Pakistan in Baluchistan (Makran
coast and inland up o 1800 m in the hills), Sind and West Punjab where
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Pycnonotus leucogenys

e, - a0
..-'""'-F.
20
10
5 &
lﬁu 10 80 gn| s mcl
Distributional range
B e (1124). M fewcogenys (1125). [N lewcotes (1123).

it intergrades with fremir, cast to Rajasthan, East Punjab, Uttar Pradesh
and northern Madhyva Pradesh, south o Gujarat (including Kuteh and
Saurashtra), and northern Maharashira (Bombay) where it has apparently
spread in the last 40 vears. Affects semi-desert
tracts, scrub, urban gardens, cultivated areas
and coastal mangroves. Spreads with the
cxrrension of '_:'u.['[h:tl:i andd ETOVES; when found
side by =side with the Redvented Bulbul s
;- preference for semi-desert facics is notice-

" | able: C.llr.\l:l‘_r' associated  with r,'ﬂjj;rnr:'l: and

Salvadora,

Extralimital. Southern Alghanisian and southern Iran; the species ranges
to Iraq and Saudi Arabia.

GENERAL HABITS. As in fawogerys (1125).

Foon. Berries (especially Capparis and Salvadora), caterpillars, ants and
other insects; Hower-neciar,

voice and cavis. As in fencogenys.

BREEDING, Season, March 1o September; may be influenced by rainfall
and consequent supply of food. Nesting, as in leucogenys. Eggs, normally 3,
sometimes 2 or 4, not so well and darkly marked as those of the White-
cheeked Bulbul (1125). Average size of 100 eggs 21-6 < 15 mm (Baker).

Museus IDiagrosis.  See Key to the Subspecies; differs from lencagerys also by the
lack of superciliary streak, grevish brown (o earth-brown) back, large white cheek-
paich and deeper chrome-vellow under tail-coverts; complete postnuptial moult ¢,
September.

R S
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MEASUREMENTS

Wirig il Tarsus Tail
|.!|'|-:|I|L skull}y
ad #1-49] 15-18 21-22 66-84 mm
50 B0-88 1416 20-23 73-80 mm

(54, koelz)
Waeight 10 g9 1828 (av. 23) g — S5A.

covrours oFf BARE PARTS.  lris brown. Bill black. Legs and feet bluish grey.

1124, Hume's White-cared Bulbul. Prenonolus levcogenys fumin [(Oates)

Volpastes by Oaves, 1889, Fauna Brit, Ind., Bela, 1: 274

Baker., FBI MNa. 407, Vol. 1: 391

{ Jalilpoor, Punjab)

wshdandra (Punjalb).
ize.  Redvented Bulbul £+ length ¢, 20 em (8 in.).
FIELD CHARACTERS, As in 1125 but crest shorter.

STATUS, DISTRIAUTION and vanitatr. Com-
mon resident subject 1o local movenients,
Eastern Aflghanistan (Jalalabad), the Pesha-
war Valley, West Punjab to Rawalpindi and
Jhelum, south to the Mianwali district and
the southern foot of the Salt Range. Affects
serub jungle and gardens, absent only from
the barest tracts.

| GENERAL HADBITS, FOOD and wvoice. s
i 112s,
Season, April to August, Nesting as in 1125, Eops, normally 3,
sometimes 2 or 4, similar 1o those of lencogenys.

MMuseva Diacxosis,

BREEDING.

See Key to the subspecics; very variable as it i3 an inter-
mediate population showing all intergrading forms between lencogems and fengofis.
LB N Hi||||;-'._-1 5. D., Postilla, Mo, 35, 1958,

MEASUREMENTS and COLOURS OF DARE panTs. Asin lewcogerys.

1125. Whitecheeked Bulbul. Pycnonsius lencogenys leucogenys (Gray'

Hra ".':J".'.-l: lenicoge nys Caray, 18355, i Hardwicke's [l Zool. 2, pl. 553, fie. 3 [ Himalava
and in Kashmir, oide Blyth, 1845, .]illll'. Asiat. Soc. Bengal, 14: 567, resirictedd (o
Eashmir by Vaurie, 1958, Amer. Mus. Novit., No, 1869: 19)

Melpastes levcoganys piern Koelz, 1954, Contrib. Inst, Regonal Exploration, No. |1

"

11 {Laghman, Afchanistan)
Baker, FBI No. 405, Vol. 1: 389

LOCAL NAMES Bil-bi-chir (Kashmir); Painju (Chambal; Manglio-kur or Mank{iph-
kur (Lepcha); Juréli (Nepali, all bulbuls); Awedghare, Pahdri bilbal (Bengal).
size.  Redvented Bulbul 4 ; length e 20 em (8 in. ).
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FIELD GCHARAGTERS. A sprightly carth-brown bulbul with a ﬁ]l"u.'.'u'tl.l'_.'
curving pointed crest, short thin superciliary sinpe, white check-paiches,
black throat, '!,'L*iEuu,' under tul-coverts and white I!.l.'tl-lir.l. Sexes alike.

sTATUS, DisTRIBUTION and mamrar. Common resident subject to some
local movements, The Himalavan foothills from Chitral (reaching northeast
_-‘\,Ejg]mninﬂu in the Kunar river valley) to Kashmir, East Punjab hills,
Himachal Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh hills, Nepal (entering the Langtang
Walley up to 2400 m), Sikkim, Bhutan and NEFA as [ar as the Dihang
river; from ¢, 300 m commonly up to ¢ 2100 m, occasionally 2400 m in the
western, drier part of its range [west of central Nepal where it has been
||:{.{\»|.qu.|;| at 2400 m in December (Fleming)]; there appears to be some
upward movement after the breeding scason; not lound above 1800 m
cast of Nepal where it is restricted 10 the drier valleys, Affects open scrub
jungle and hillsides doted with wild raspberry and Berberis bushes, se-
condary growth, hedgerows, culuvation and environs of towns and villages,

GENERAL HaBrTs.  Usually in pairs or small parties, occasionally in large
flocks in winter. A very [amiliar bird in Kashmir where it enters houses,
house-boats and verandas, even stealing seraps from the table. Parcticularly
tame and confiding in winter when scarcity of natural food increases its
dependence on man. Crest always jauntily eurved forward over the beak;
tail and wings incessantly flicked as it moves restlessly about; continually
bows and postures on top ol bushes, uttering its cheerful rollicking notes,
Often descends 1o the ground for food, sometimes catches insects on the
wing. Display similar to that of P. jecosus and P. cafer, qq.v.; for more details
see Pave 2 26-36.

roon,  Fruit, berries — Berberis, Rubus, Lantana, :e';_}-lp'h"r.l.lj and * boquain’
or Neem (Melia) are amongst the most favoured. Nectar, sceds and insccts
{ants, grubs, beetles) also 1aken. Is apt to do some damage in gardens to
buds, fruit and green peas.

volce and catts.  Similar in pattern and variations to the Redvented
and Redwhiskered bulbuls’, Song, three or four melodious phrases in an
endless variety of combinations; two phrases commonly heard are fea for
twe and fake me with you (B, I, Phillips). Agonistic notes: pil-pit, pit-lo and
chattering pil-pri=il-il-it or pititititit (Short). Some notes confusable ar a
distance with those of the bee-cater Merops apiaster.

DREEDING. Season, March to June; a few nests are found as late as
:'Lllguhl!: at least vwo broods are reared. Nest, a cup afl griass-stems and
fibres lined with rootlers and finer grasses of the same colour: variable in
bulk and depth; placed in low bushes from 30 cm to about 3 metres from
the g:'L':'lll'u:E, sometimes in low branches of trees, ":In’:“;u'dl,:fl willows, gﬂniq_;u
creepers, or tucked into the thatch of a dwelling, oficn inside a room: on
the whole well eoncealed but sometimes '-.filh no attempt at concealment.
Eggs, usually 3, sometimes 2 and often 4, oceasionally 5 (Bates), pinkish
white, thic LI\ speckled, streaked or blowched with various qlmdm of red,
with tiny spots and clouds of underlying pale inky purple. Average size
of 33 eggs 22:8 x 16-7 mm (Osmaston). Laid at 24-hour intervals:
incubation period ¢, 12 days.

Museum Divcnosis. See Key to the Subspecies. For description of hybrids
lencogenys = cafer see the latter species (1126, Muscum Diagnosis).
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MEASUREMENTS

"|".”r1|!_': Hall Tarsus Tail
[ brom skull)
a'g B5-M 19-21 . 22 B1-90 mm
PV 3-8 16-19 - BO-BE mm

(BB, Schiifer, SA)
Weight 5 79 34-38 ¢ (SA).

COLOURS OF BARE ParTs. Iris dark brown. Bill, legs, feet and elaws black; soles
grev to white (BB).

PvomoNOTUS CAFER ::I.i]:ll.:l,:_!ll!i:l

Key to the Subspecies

Page
I Black of crown sharply defined and not extending to the hindneck
1 Back dark brovwn, feathers with narrow pale edges, . e laemarrionses il
2 Back darker, more blackish on nape. .o ovvviasesanssaas P. ¢ cafer a7
3 Darker than preceding, less white on abdomen. . .. .... P ¢. welmored an
4 Back paler brown, feathers with broad pale edges. . .. .. P e by 86
II Black of crown extending inte hindneck and back and not sharply
delined from brown of latter
5 DBlack extending far on to back and breast
a Feathers of back with broad pale edges. . .... et L P. ¢. stanford: ai
b Feathers of back with narrow pale edges. . ........ P, e, benpalensis Wl
i Black extending only to hindneck and shading into brown.on breast
e : b A i e s R P, e infermediug 85

1126. Punjab Redvented Bulbul. Pycnoneius cafir infermedius Blyth

Pycnonatus infermedine Blvth, 1846, Jour. Asiat, Soc, Bengal, 15: 50
(Upper Provinces Murree)
laker, FBI No. 404, Vol, 1: 389

LOCAL NAME. Adld parge (Chamba).

size, Myna —; length ¢. 20 em (8 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS, Asn | 128, q.v.

sTATUS, DIsTRIBUTION and manrrat. Common resident. The submontane
region [rom N.WLUF. P, southern Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh and northern
LUttar Pradesh as far as Kumaon, from the plains to ¢, 1500 m, occasionally
higher. Intergrades with fumayunt along the Salt Range foothills, and with
bengalensis in Kumaon. Aflects cultivation, open bush-clad hillsides, wooded
ravines and cut-over scrub.

GENERAL HABITS, roon and vorce. As ineafer (1128).

BREEDING, Season, overall March to July, mainly May and June. Nesting

as in cafer, Egps, 3 or 4, rarely 5, similar to those of cafer. Average size of

40 cggs 22+2 x 16-3 mm (Baker).

Museus Diacross.  See Key to the Subspecics. P, lewcogenys and P. cafer often
hybridize in the wild; the hybrid is rather lighter in colour than cafer, abdomen
dirty white and flanks grey; ear-coverts a pale washed-out brown; under tail-
coverts yellowish orange shading into washed crimson at the tips. In Kohat it is
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Pycnonotus cafer

I [ I | \

Distributional ranges

intermeding (11 (i) -':l.'.'rl:.:-.'.'r.r AR E [IH]]]]E -rr.!f';'r ||I:I'.'3'J-
m#ﬂrnmrrﬂmunu; {1129 - welmorer (1130). A
stanford: (1192).

known as Neemcht (hall-breed). For detanls on hybridization, see fbes, 101: 177-82,

18549,
MEASUREMENTS

.‘Jrn_g&é'.‘nm (1 le]_

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)
gt 100-110 19-22 23-26 93-103 mm
Q9 00102 18-20 23-25 84-96 mm

{HW)
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in bengalensis,

1127. Central Indian Redvented Bulbul. Pycnonotus cafer humayuni
Dieignan
Pyenonotus cafer kumayuni Deignan, 1951, Auk 68: 110 (Deesa)
Moalpastes haemorrhous pallidus Baker, 1917, Bull. Brit. Orn. Cl. 38: 15 (Deesa),
nee Pyenonotus layardi pallids (Roberis), 1912
Baker, FBI No. 399, Vol. 1: 385

Locar xames. Balbal, Kald balbsl, Balbali (Hindi); Thdr bathal, Tonki balbed,
Gildim (Urdu) ; Bhalbinl (Kutch) ; Peetralya (Bhil).

sizé. Myna —; length ¢, 20 cm (8 in.).

FIELD CHARAGTERS. Asin 1128, q.v.

sTaTUs, DETRIBUTION and mavrraTt, Common resident. From the Indus
Valley and West Punjab east to and along the Jumna river to eastern
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Madhya Pradesh and south to a line running [rom Jagdalpur (southeast
M.PY 10 Bombay; intergrades with tntermediny ancd bengalensis in the north
and cafer in the south. Affects cultivation, gardens, thorn, acacia and Lan-
tana seruby, and lightly weooded areas.

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and voice. Asin cafer (1128),

PREEDING. Season, overall February 1o Oclober, mostly during the
monsoon. Nest, as in cafer. Fepr, 3 or 4, m‘.i‘.‘hin:L:Lll}' 2. sumilar to those ol
eafer. Average size of 60 eges 21-9 > 16+2 mm (Baker).

Musevs Diacwosis.  See Key to the Subspecics.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Ball Tarsus Tail
(from skull)
d'a’ g2-101 19-21 22-25 J9=85 mm
29 87-95 17-19 21-23 TH-89 mm

(HW)
Weight 3 ' 36-41; 1 @ 29 g (BB). 10 o0 @ 26-38 (av. 32) g — SA.
COLOURS OF DARE PARTS. As in eafer.

1128, Redvented Bulbul. Pyenonotus cafer cafer (Linnacus)

o trrelies cafer Lannacus, 1766, Syst. Mat., ed. 12, 1: 295 :_{:;Lll;q: ol Good H_.u.r”: -
Pondichéry fide Stecsemann, 1952, This 94: 515, 520)
H.{(aematornis) pusillus Blyth, 1841, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 10: 841
{Chingleput, Madras)
.ff'u".'-"r:-:-r.'rs fu!n'el.'." LIRS ]{iErlr'g.'. 124G, Spohia Zevlamica 24 288 [?‘..1_!_.-5r:|:|‘¢}
Baker, FBI No. 400 (part), Vol. 1: 385

LOCAL HaMmes, Balbgl, Galdim (Hindi); Pigli-pitta (Telugu); Konda-lfari, Rondai
kgrfpi (Tamil); Natt balbal (Malayalam).

stzé. Myna —; length ¢. 20 cm (8 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. A perky earth-brown bird with slightly tulted
black head, black throat and scale-like markings on back and breast. White
rump, scarlet vent and white-tipped blackish tail, particularly conspicuous
in fight. Sexes alike.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and masrrar, Common resident. The southern
Indian peninsula north to the Godavari river in the east and o ¢ 187N,
lat. in Maharashira in the west; plains and hills norinally up to e 1300 m,
following human settlements and cultivation. Affects light scrub, gardens,
secondary jungle and light deciduous forest. Almost entirely restricted to
deciduous biotope; where evergreen and deciduous patches occur, it is
confined to the latter while the former are oceupicd by P. jocosus.

GENERAL HABITS. On the whole very similar to those of Redwhiskered
Bulbul (1120}, q.v. A sprightly and rather noisy, familiar bird, usually
seen in pairs, but often in small parties in the non-breeding season, and
large congregations at fruiting Ficus trees or in Lantana patches, Arboreal
but occasionally descends to the ground to pick up black ants and winged
termites cmerging rom their underground retreats, or launches out for
flying insects from a bush-top, springing up a metre or two vertically and
tumbling back to the perch. Flight quick and strong though seldom sustained
for any distance.
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Display. The male spreads out his wings above his head and slowly
flutters them up and down while the tail is spread out and at the same
time depressed (Dharmakumarsinhji). When challenging a rival, utters
defiant calls, drops bunch of crimson under tail-coverts to stand out literally,
pointing down and backward. Both combatants assume agonistic postures
before coming to grips. See also 1120 and 1129 (General Habis), and
Pavo 2: 26-36.

roon. Fruits and berries (of Loranthis, Lantana, ﬂ:r--:_'l'lllhrl-'l-l" Ficus, Santalum,
Salvadora and 'l'J']'IL‘!"\l:i. flower nectar (of Erlinng, f.‘r:!:l"i.:.l |'-.\', Salmalta, Wood-
Sfordia, Loranthus, e1c.). May be locally destructive in gardens to fruit, flowers
Or pPeas, but i an efficient polhinatmg amdl seed-disseminating agent. Also
feeds largely on inscets including many major pests (caterpillars, moths,
ants, termites, Lli..l and defolintors, thus further redeeming the damage.
For some spe cific insect items see under 1131, Has been ﬁl.ql-lk.llll} observed
bibbing toddy from pots hung for its collection on coconut palms. Among
food brought to the nestlings, a young lizard (Calofer persicolor) 9 em long
has been recorded, which caused the death of a 5-6 day old chick attempting
to swallow it (Richards, JBNHS 25: 503).

voice and caris. Similar to Whitecheeked Bulbul's. Cheery call-notes
peep-peep-peepr may be rendered as Be care -ful (accent on last syllable) or Be
quick-guick ; alarm-note a loud, sharp pecp. Agonistic notes: Peep-a, ﬁrrlﬂ - (2=
and slow peet-wit-wit-wit-wit or rapid pitititit chattering notes. * Peep’
notes perhaps longer and less sharp than Whitecheeked Bulbul’s (Short).
Usually amongst the first to give the alert on the appearance of a marauding
hawk or cat, its ;|_g]1_;|,lrd ‘ware hawk" ealls being well understood hy all
other birds. Distinct © dialects ' are discernible, C.E. betwesn northern and
southern birds. See also 1129 (Voice and Calls).

BREEDING, Season, overall February to November; chiefly during the
monsoon. JNesl, n cup of rootlets, fine 'L'n'[!:{i and midribs of dead leaves
neatly woven, bound on the ouside with cobweb and lined with grass and
hair; similar to that of P, jocosus, but can be recognized with a little practice.
Placed in shrubs, hedges, stunted date-palms, on slender branches of trees,
at the end of a pollarded branch, or sometimes inside buildings, normally
at heights between one and nine metres, most olten under 3, exceptionally
up to 12 merres; usually higher than that of P. jecosus. Eggs, 2 or 3, pinkish
white, more or less profusely bloiched with purplish brown or claret. Average
size of 100 eges, 21-1 ¢ 15-5 mm (Baker). Eggs laid in the morning at about
24-hour intervals, Incubation starts with first egg, thus accounting for disparity
hﬂl\.ﬂ'ﬂf_“l[ 51'31_"5 l.']r TlL‘Et!illg‘;, IIII:LI;?:tli.E.I]'I. r!l'.rir,u:[ £y l'l ';.I.':t'}':‘-:-. xﬂl]'tn.‘].!l'_&" I:I':ILI.]L"
shares in building, incubation and tending the young. Two or three broods
commonly reared. For further details on breeding, see Pavo 1: 19-31, 1963,

Muszum Dhacnosis. See Kev to the Subspecies; differs from kaemorrfiowms in
being paler and les blackish on the nape and upperparts; nape-feather edgings
more whitish, less luscous; grev feathers anterior to the white rump les smoky.
Differs from fmanayuni, in being darker with narrower greyish white fringes o the
feathers, slightly smaller; seelmorei ( = saturatus) is even darker, with less white on
abdoman. All subspecies merge into one another gradually and specimens are often
difficult to assign unless in freshly moulted comparable series,

There is a complete autumn moult; spring moult includes central tail-feathers,
tertials, head and neck. but appears to be very irregular so that the plumage usually
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has a very patchy appearance as the older feathers quickly fade to a dull brown
whilst their pale edges wenr down., Postjuvenal moult includes wings and tail but
15 sinnlarly patchy and irregular.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Hall Tarsus Tail
{from skull}
a'a -1 19-21 21-22 7489 mm
=Rl =] #5048 19-21 19-22 7483 mm

(HW, SA)

Weight 10 @ @ 2840 (av. 31-1y g — SA.

coLours or BARE rarts. Irks dark brown. Bill black: mouth, a mixture of
grey, yellow and pink. Legs and feet brownish black.

misceLLANEOUS. DBefore the law prohibiting animal fghts came into
force, these bulbuls were trained for fighting in some provinces, They were
lzd a special diet o produce extra courage and pugnacity. The two adver-
saries were placed facing each other on T-shaped perches, at a distance
calculated to allow the most powerlul blows. The bivds were tethered by a
cord lastened 1o a solt string round the body [péf or © braces”], * this fact
transforming the fLight to a duel * to the [inish *. In the meantime the
spectators placed heavy bets” (G, Babault)., Notwithstanding the ban,
bulbul fighting still continues as a popular rural sport at fais and
on. high days and holidays in some parts of the country. Considerable sums
change hands over the mains, and champion birds [etch high prices.

1129, Ceylon Redvented Bulbul. Pycionolus cafer kaemorrhousus (Gmelin)
Muscicapa haemorrfionse Gmelin, 1789, Syst. Nat., 1, pt. 2: 941 (Ceylon)
Baker, FBI MNo. 398, Vol §: 383

LocAaLl NAaMES, Komde Larilla { = top-knot bird), Kendaya (Sinhala) ; Kondé Sarded
{(Tamil).

size. Myna —; length ¢. 20 em (8 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. Asin 1128, q.v.

sTATUS, DISTRIBUTION and mAaBrTaT. Common resident. Ceylon, in the
low country and hills up 1o at least 1800 m, in all zones except heavy forest,

GENERAL HABITs. As in cgfer (1128).

Display : * the male luffs out his plumage and spreads the vermilion under
tail-coverts laterally: the female reacts |-1r..' :I:-~11-|':'~.-'|:|1; her crest, 1n\1.'-,'ri|1_1.;
head, wings and tail and performing curious side-to-side motions with
her beak while she utters inane chirps and quivers her wings * (Henry),

roon. As in cafer,

voice and cavis., As in eafer. Henry describes the notes as suggesting
the words Finer beer and siert fofatoes; 1|'I.'Ir|.i|.i.[1§£-11l:lll.'_ a loud iu{“gl‘uull
chatter; alarm-note, a loud shrick:; a sweet low subsong i3 commonly
uttered during the alternoon.

BREEMNG.  Searon, throughout the vear but chiefly March and May
and again in August-September. Breeding biology as in cafer. Eggs 2 or 3,
similar to thase of eafer; for detailed deseriptions of eggs and nesting see
W. W. A. Phillips, Ceplon Jour. of Sci., 21: 243-6. According to this author
(loc. cit.), birds from the cooler zone in the hills would appear to lay three
egigs more often than two, the opposite being true lor the lowlands birds;
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a |:|nr::]|;'| is [ound on the subcontinent where birds from the Himalayas
lay larger cluiches than those [rom the south,
Musgum Diacwosis,  Scee Key to the Subspecics and ander 1128,
MEASUREMENTS

Wing Ball Tarsus Tail
(lromn skull)
1 ad 93-94 20-21] 21-22 77-80 mum
299 a1 0 21, 22 74, 76 mm
(HW)
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in cafer. fd

1130, Orissa Redvented Bulbul. Pycnonotus cafer wetmoret Deignan
Pyenonotur cafer wetmorei nom. nov. Deignan, 1960, is Peters, J. L., Check-list of
Birds of the World, Vol. 9: 236
Molpastes cafer saturatus Whistler & Kinnear, 1932, Jour. Bombay nat, Hist. Soc., 35:
754 (Anantagiry, Vishakhapatnam Dist.). Not Stelgidocichla lattrosiris
saturata Mearns, 1914
Baker, FBI MNos. 398 and 403 (part), Vol. 1: 383, 387
LOCAL NAMES, None recorded.
size. Myna —; length ¢. 20 cm (8 in.).
FIELD CHARACTERS, Asin 1128, q.v, [
STATUS, DETRIBUTION and mapmar. Common resident. Orissa and e,
northeastern Andhra Pradesh south to the Godavari river. Affects culti-
vation, scrub, gardens and villages.
GENERAL HABITS, FooD and voice. Asin eafer (1128).
BREEDING. Season, April to July and probably later. Nesf and eges as in
cafer.
Museum Ihacwosis, See Key to the Subspecics; a race intermediate between
bengalensis, himayuni and cafer.
MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)
i gt £9-99 18-19 21-22 79-89 mm -3
igoe B4-493 1718 22 75-83 mm
(HW)

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in cafer.
i

1131. Bengal Redvented Bulbul. Pycnonotus cafer bengalensis Blyth

Pycronstus bengalensis Blyth, 1845, Jour. Asiat. Soe. Bengal, 14: 566 (Bengal)
fxos fogaens * Hodgs. "= Bonaparte, 1850, Consp. Gen. Av., 1: 265
{ex Him. Assam, Bengal)
Pyenonotus cafer primrosei Deignan, 1949, Jour. Washington Acad. Sci., 39: 278
{(Surma Tea Estate, Sylhet)!
Molpastes cafer afer Koelz, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional Exploration, No. 1: 11
(Mawphlang, Khasi Hills)
Baker, FBI No. 403, Vol. 1: 387

Local mMames. Adld balbal (Bengal); Mancleph-pho (Lepcha); Paklom (Bhuian);
Nieli betom (Dafla) ; Baldal sdedi (Assam); Daoe bulip (Cachari); fnrui bulip (Naga).

1 Series of specimens from Assam, Bengal, and Nepal show (oo much variation in the car-
COVETLS 1o support this proposed form.
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sizk.  Myna —; length ¢. 20 cm (8 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in cafer (1128).

sTATUS, DISTRIMUTION and manmaT. Common resident: from Kumaon
and the plains of Uttar Pradesh east through Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan, Bihar,
West Bengal, East Pakistan, Assam and NEFA. Intergrades with intermedins
in Kumaon, Amayuni in southern U.P., welmorer in northern Orissa and
stanfordi in the hills of extreme castern Assam, Generally reaches an altitude
ol ¢. 1800 m. Allects cultivation, gardens, scrub, secondary growth and
lorest edges.

FExtralimital, Introduced into the Fiji Islands.

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and voice. As in cafer. Among the stomach
e [ollowing insects have been identified :
beetles Myllocerus (chielly species blandus, discolor and maculosus), ants Cam-
fronotus  compressus, and other Coleoptera and Hymenoptera (Mason &
Lefroy, 1912

BREEDING, JSeason, April to August, Nesting as in cafer. Egps, usually 3,
similar to those ol the nominate race but often more richly coloured. Average
size of 100 eges 22-9 16-9 mm (Baker).

contents analysed at Pusa (Bihar) t

Museum Diacrosis. See Key to the Subspecies.
MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
{Irom skull)
ga 06-107 21-23 24-25 90=-103 mm
" 28, 89-102 19-22 2415 85-95 mm

(Rand & Fleming, BB, HW, SA)
Weight 2 0 44, 45: 2 9 9 41, 42 g (BB),
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. [ris dark brown. Legs, [eet and claws very dark horny

1o black; soles white,

11532, Burmese Redvented Bulbul. Pyovonotus cafer stanfirdi Deignan

Fyenonotus cafer stanfordi Deignan, 1949, Jour, Washington Acad. Sci., 39: 277
(Taro or Dalu, upper Chindwin Dist., Burma)

Pyenonotus burmanicns Sharpe, 1881, Cat, Bds. Brit. Mus., 6: 125 (* Burmese countries,
ranging from Cachar into Pegu ' = Composite and hybrid population from north-
cast Burma, vide Deignan, 1949, op. cit.)

Baker, FBI No. 400, Vol. 1: 385
Vol. 9, plate 58

LocaL Mames. None recorded in the territory.

size, Myna —; length ¢. 20 em (8 1n.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in cafer (1128).

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HAaprrat. Resident in extreme eastern NEFA
and Assam, grading into bergalensis in the Mishmi Hills (SDR), Patkai
Range, eastern Manipur and Chittagong. Affects same biotope as bengalensis.

Extralimital, Northern Burma south to Rangoon and western Yunnan.
Replaced in China and the Indochinese subregion by the closely related
P. aurigasier.
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MEASUREMENTS
Wing all Tarsus Tail
from skull)
ad 102-114 20-24 21=25 08— 1 i
e, 08-107 19-22 21-25 G7=1035 mm

(BB, SDR, 5A, Flemmg)
Weight 4 gt 47-60; 6 ¢ 9 45-39 g (BB, SA).

COLOURS OF DARE ParTs. Iris |||'|'ir red-brown. Bill black. Less and feet greenish
birosacin o [l-]||1r'|i1r ous brown

1134. Mishmi Striated Green Bulbul, Prenonotus striatus arctus Ripley
ftﬁfrj.‘?f:.’r.'_'.‘_i striafas arclus I‘{1|-Ei"\-. 1948, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington, Gl: 101
Direvi, Mishmi Hills)
Baker, FBI No. 397 (part), Vol. 1: 379

LOCAL NAMES. None recorded

size.  Redvented Bulbul & length 20 em (8 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in siriatus (1133).

sTATUS, DIETRIBUTION and wHaBiTaT. Resident. NEFA and eastern Assam
in the Mishmi, Patkai and Naga hills and extralimitallv in the adjacent areas

of northern Burma, from 1500 to 2400 m, m deciduous and evergreen

[orest.
GENERAL HARIT:, FooD and voice. As in sfriafis,
BREEDING. Unrecorded; presumably as in 1133,

Museus IDiacrwoms. Dilfers from the momunate race by having darker more
pronounced tips to the feathers of the crown as well as darker shading on the webs
of erest-feathers. White shafi-streaks on erown and back tend to be slightly narrower
and margined on the back with darker olive-green. Blackish shading on tail more
intense and heavier. Blackish shading on breast heavier and carried farther down on
the abdomen. Bill tends to be larger.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
from feathers)
aad 105-118 18-21 £ 20 -— mim
Qo 105114 1820

.- . 96 mm

(SDR)
Weight 4 g'g? 22- 38:1 9@ 53 g (SDR).
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in sfriafus.

1135. Yellowthroated Bulbul. Picnonotus xantheleemus ( Jerdon)
Brachypus xantholaemus Jerdon, 1844, Madras Jour. Lit, Sci,, 13: 122
( Eastern Ghats wist of Nellore)
Baker, FBI No. 430, Vol. 1: 415
Vol. 9, plate 100
LocaL RaMmi. Aondapeda pigli (Telugu).
size. Redvented Bulbul - length . 20 em (8 in.).
FIELD CHARACTERs. A plain uncrested grey and yellow bulbul with
bright yellow crown, chin and throat. Thighs and under tail-coverts yellow;
wings and tail brown, the latter tipped with pale yellow. Sexes alike.
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STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and mamrar, Resident, uncommon and patchily
distributed. Orissa (7)), southern Andhra Pradesh, Tamil MNadu, Mysore
in the dry Chitaldrug and Bangalore districts. One old record in Kerala
Anamalai Hills Wm. Davison, 1886, fbir: 146 from ¢, 600 1o 1200 m.

Aflects L IERET thorn scrib ]':mu:h* irll.l.'l'*-]'lnt'l"\.l‘ll with some

ATEC [Necs Among
broken stony hillocks, (See map, p. 94

GENERAL HABITS. Little known., Very skulking, shy and restless; keeps
in pairs ‘ to the upper parts ol trees’ (Roscoe Allen, JBNHS 18: 905),
Often associated with Redvented Bulbuls.

roop.  Derries (stomachs examined contained druapes of Phyllfanthus and
Santalum). Also mmsects,

voicE and carrs. * Lis percussive notes when wking o wing are un-
mistakably like those of P. luteolus but higher pitched and somewhat softer:
some of 1ts other calls resemble those of the Redvented Bulbul with which
it 15 commonly found in association ® (5A). * A very pleasing note, louder
and mellower than that ol any other bulbul * (R, Allen).

BREEDING. Jcason, May to July. Nest; a shallow cup ol coarse twigs
bound together with cobwebs and lined with fine fibres. O the lew nesis
;.J.'l.-'.'. i, OLE WS |'=-|.:'- :'ll i |L'-.~..|.|| ||..',||' '!I.:.|||| ,|"'|"||.-||:l. ,l',-rru:,;,"f-.,‘

another o

'.i||' '_:: -:IIJ_-:] AT -||'_’I L]I' l.'i |‘4'.'|_'-.1 x O A \|n:|i:|l_f |L!”*~i:ltl' |r|':n|':'|| LW OV Cri |:'|!|1'||1_r|

boulders. Eeer, 2 or 3, white, blotched and marked with E::u'['-lr and breck

red, the markings forming a ring around the large end. Size e, 21 17 mun.
Musgust Ihacxosis, See Field Characters and Keyv to the H-];u:':, T e %
MEASUREMENTS

Wing Hall Tarsus Tail
{Irom skull)
3 A 89-92 17 20 35-86 mm
2 Q0 87 17 43-86 nim

(5A, HW)

COLOURS OF DARE PARTS. Iris brown or orange-brown. Bill, legs and feet black.

1136. Yellow-eared Bulbul. Pyenonatus penicillatus Blyeh

Pycnonotus penicillafus Blyth, 1851, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 20: 178 (Cevlon
Baker, FBI No. 443, Vol. 1: 426
LOCAL NAaMEs., Calu-gudined, Kaka kondayvd (Sinhala).
sizé. Medvented Bulbul - ; length e, 20 em (8 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. Above, forehead and crown brown, a white line

extending rom nostril to over the eve, .a

vellow wilt projecting behind the eve: checks

brown and grey with a vellow spot; 1est of

upperparis olive-green. Below, vellonw except

white chin. The vellow tufts behind the eyes
make it unmistakable. Sexes alike.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and  HABITAT,

< £ Species  peculiar o Cevlon. Resident,

common in the higher central hills, above

900 metres. Affects jungle, wooded ravines and well-wooded gardens. (See

map, p- 93.)
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GENERAL HaBrTs. Arboreal; keeps to lower trees and undergrowth,
usually in pairs, sometimes in small flocks.

roop. Berries nnd insects.

voice and carts. Alarm. a low er-crr; call, a loud but sweet-toned
whistle wheet wit wit, usually uttered in flight (Henry)

BREEDING. Season, end of February to beginning of May and again from
late July to early MNovember; ]'r]'d'\'ll::':itll'l-]\ double-brooded. . Nest, more
substantial than that of other Ceylon bulbuls; made largely of moss with
some leaf-matter, bits of dead grass and plant stems, and rootlets, lined with
fine fern and rootlets, midribs of decayed leaves or fern stems, usually either
black or reddish brown., Exterior size, ¢. 12 em in diameter by ¢ 7-3 em in
height; diameter of cup ¢, 6 em, depth ¢. 4 em; favoured sites are upright
forks, collections of twigs or pollarded branches, three to lour metres from

the ground, among the denser foliage towards the top ol tall shrubs or
bushy saplings in or on the outskirts of dense forest; sometimes placed in
bushes as low as one metre, Eggs, invariably 2, white with moderate-sized
blotches, Spols and hl.'l‘f‘l.':'-.'\ ol ]HII']'I]L'-j.'l':I'H"-\'I'l and ~.-:'|'r|T1-:].L:|'j. IIl-LI]'-.in:.*,x of the
same character, of deep inky grey, usually forming a zone around the large
end (Phillips). Average size of 40 eggs 23-4 16-7 mm (Baker).

Muszum Diacxosis,  See Field Characters.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
from skull
6 g 81-87 17-19 2]1-22 78-81 mm
6 oQ 76-81 17-19 21-22 72-78 mm
(HW)

Weight 2 © § 36, 37 g (SDR}.
COLOURS OF DARE PARTS. [Iris red. Bill black. Legs blackish blue.

1157. Blyth's Bulbul. Pycnonotus flavescens flaveseens Blyth

Pyenonotus flavescens Blyth, 1845, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 14: 568 (Arakan)
Xanthivus favessens fugans Koelz, 1952, Jour. Zool. Soc. India 4: 40 (Karong, Manipur
Baker, FBI No. 408, Vaol. 1: 392

LOCAL NAME. Do bultp-gurrmo (Cachari).

gize, Redvented Bulbul - [1::|-_:I!||, c. 20 cm (B 71,

FIELD CHARACTERS. A rather nondescript olive bulbul with bright vellow
under tail-coverts, grevish brown head with white lores and short super-
cilium, the latter characters diagnostic. Sexes alike.

sraTus, DiIsTRIBUTION and uasrrar.  Resident; rather scarce hut widely
scattered; locally not uncommon. The hills of Assam south of the Brahma-
putra, Nagaland, Manipur and East Pakistan in the Chittagong Hill
Tracts. Breeds between ¢. 900 and 2100 metres, descending to 450 m in
the cold weather, Affects tree-forest with ample undergrowth, serub jungie,
thick rf_-grq‘n-.'[h on abandoned cultivation, dense bushes in pastures and
cut-over scruby; inhabits much the same biotope as P. melanicterns (1113).

Extralimital. Woestern Burma; the species ranges east to central Vietnam;

also Borneo.
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Distributional ranges

EF,_{ flavescens (1 lj;‘}% P. L. tuteolus (1198). 1 P. I. insulae (1139).

CENERAL HAaBITS, Rather shy; keeps to high trees or tall lth'ILL—a.', hunting
about inside cover. Assembles in flocks of up to 30 individuals in cold
weather.

roon. Berries and insects.

voice and carrs. On the whole rather silent except when guarreling.
Song, sweet, typical bulbul, of two bold notes followed by a short trilling
run; alarm, a harsh churring note like a laughing thrush’s (SDR).

BREEDING., Season, April to July, Nest; a shallow cup of fern-roots,
tendrils, twigs and dead leaves, strengthened here and there with cobweb,
and lined with flowering ends of grasses. Placed in upright forks or between
two or more vertical twigs, gencrally low down in bushes, |-;|,|-l-[13- as high
as three metres. The bird sneaks very quickly off the nest when disturbed
and does not remain in the vicinity. fggs, 2 or 3, one as often as the other,
rarcly 4, of Pyenonotus type: pale cream, with the whole surface minutely
and profusely speckled with primary markings oflight reddish, and numerous
secondary freckles af “.J.;]I_I grey. On the whole they have a strong tint of
violet or lilac characteristic of the species, Average size of 150 eges, 22-1 x
16-4 mm (Baker). Both birds take part in incubation.

Museusm Diacxosis. See Key to the Species. 3

Young (immature) like adult but upperparts rustier, under tail-coverts paler.
Primary and tail characters present; postjuvenal moult complete.

MeEASUREMENTS. Wing g'g" B5-89, @ @ B2-87 mum (Heinrich).

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS.  Iris brown to red-brown. l!_xill black, Legs and feet dark
reddish brown to black.
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Pvexoxorus LutEoLus (Lesson)
Key to the Subspecies

Larger and slightly paler, wing & 9 ¢ 82-93 mm. .. . P. L. lulrofns
Smaller and slightly darker, wing g" 9 « 7888 mam, . P, L insnloe

1138, Whitebrowed Bulbul. Pyeronofies Iuteolus luteolus (Lesson)

Huematornis futeofus Lesson, 1841, Rev. Zool.: 354 (Bombay)
Baker, FBI No. 433 (part), Vol. 1: 417

LocaL Names. Rhar balbal (Marathi); Poda pigh (Telugu); Manjat kondai Kirdi
{Tamil).

size. Redvented Bulbul; length ¢, 20 em (8 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS, A sober-coloured uncrested olive bulbul with pale
underparts and conspicuons white forehead and supercilium. Sexes alike.
A slight tuft noticeable when bird ealling,

sTATUS, DisTRIBUTION and masrrar.  Resident, commoner in the eastern
side of the Peninsula than in the west where it is more local, Peninsular
India roughly south of 23°N. lar. —south of a line from Ahmedabad
{(Gujarat) through southern Madhyva Pradesh to Midnapur (West Bengal)
— easternmost record ¢. Hooghly river east of Burdwan (Law, JBNHS 38:
620-1). In the Eastern Ghats up to ¢. 1200 m, but does not ascend the heavy-
rainfall hills of Kerala and the Western Ghawis. Affects dry, open scrub
country, grazing grounds with scattered Lantana brakes, gardens, and
euphorbia thickets near villages; avoids moist forest as well as extensive
cultivation. R-L-ruinm:g; the Yellowbrowed Bulbul (1143-4) in dry scrub
jungle. (See map, p. 97.)

GEXERAL Hanrrs., Mostly in pairs; very shy and skulking, more often
heard than seen as it seems to prefer dense thickets.

roon, Fruits and beries (Jizyphus, Lantana, AMlimusops, Sireblus and
various figs) and fower-nectar (Enythnna, Safmalia, eic.): also spiders and
insects.

voice and cavis, Very noisy. Song distinctive —a loud, explosive
burst of pleasant, lively rattling (whistled) notes, Irequently uttered from
within dense shrubbery. Subsong recorded in sultry weather in April,
May and November —a quict warble, mimicking songs of chloropsis,
drongo, and other sp::u:irli (Neclakantan, JBNHS 52: 616). Alarm-note a
subdued throaty efwrr or krr-kurr,

BREEDING, Seasof, m--:r,ﬂl.]mmurr to Movember, ||:|.ri|1.h' ;'\pril o ,-"\.LI_EI_ISIr
less well-defined and earlier in the south: ]lrrﬂh'l.le'_.' double-brooded. Nest,
like that of P. jocosus but more loosely built: composed mostly of twigs
bound together and fastened to supportng twigs with some cobweb; hair,
rootlets or other materials also used; sometimes scantily lined with fine
grass. Placed in thick bushes, as a rule under |:5 m, rarely as high as 4 m
above the ground. Eges, invariably 2, similar 1o those of P, jocosus: reddish
white, thickly speckled and blotched with reddish brown, sometimes coales-
cing into a zone at the large end. Average size of 60 eggs 22-9 x 15-8 mm

(Baker).
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Musets Diacrosis.  Sec Key to the Species. Haz 3 or 4 long Aloplumes growing
from nape,

Young (immature), similar to adult but upper plumage slightly duller and
browner with less olive-precn Lnge; i||}||'|'l.':|||1l1|. less distinet: ear-coverts unilorm

'-|l|-l'.'n.|'.'. iEnIi II:I-.':"I.| '.-\ZI|| ‘-l.'H:r'L\. |.:ll'1‘."|.'1[ I1|.||.| |!H'1’|'|.'.1I ‘.i|'|:|1:1r Lid |,:|||_'||'1']'|;|.r|__'.;
rectrices narcower and more pointed. Postjuvenal moult includes whole body
plumage, all remiges except the three outer primarics and their coverts and one
or two of the longest inner secondaries, and central pair or two or three pairs of
recirices, but not rest of tail

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Ball I'arsus Tl
{fram skull)
a BL-32 IE=-20 22=24 75-86 mm
O RG-00 18-20 20-24 T4=-82 mm
{HW, 5A)

Weight 10 o @ 2843 (av. 34'7) & SA
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris reddish brown to blood red. Bill black: mouth

yellowish pink, pinkish grey or bright yvellow. Legs and feet dark plumbeous or slaty
black (SA

1139, Ceylon Whitebrowed Bulbul. Pycnonolus {uleolus insulae
Whistler & Kinnea

FPrenonotus fufeolus insulae Whistler & Kinnear, 1932, Jour. Bombay nat. Hist, Soe. 35:
739 (Tellula, Ceylon)
Baker, FBI No. 433 (part), Vol. 1: 417

LOCAL NaAMES, Calv-guduwd (Smmhala); Kdahd keralld (Tamil).

sizE.  Redvented Bulbul 4+ ; length ¢. 20 em (8 in.).

FIELD GHARACTERS. Asin 1138, q.v

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and mamitatr. Race peculiar to Ceyvlon, Common
resident in the entire low country, and hills up to ¢ 1000 m, (sec map,
p. 97). Allects scrub jungle particularly Lanfana, bush country, glades and
clearings, and along roads and stream-beds in forest areas, especially in
the Dry zone; one of the commonest and most widely distributed birds
in the Island,

GENERAL HABITE, Foob and voice. Asin 1138,

BREEDING. Season, overall December to June, mainly March to May
and in December: an oceasional nest Iy be found du;'ing other months,
Nest, a shallow cup, similar to that of the Redvented Bulbul, but Hrru'r.ﬂlj.'
slightly larger; made of fine plant-, lower- or creeper stalks, srass-stems and
rootlets, loosely and irregularly put together, scantily lined with fine grass,
or occasionally with rootlets or wing fern-stalks, quite red in colour ; some-
times flimsy with the contents visible through the bottom. More or less
suspended in a small fork, or placed among a few twigs or in an upright
crotch and [requently bound to the supports with cobweb; sited in low
bushes, usually between one and two metres from the ground. Eges, normally

2, very sirnular to those of the Redvented Bulbul: coloraton and size as
in 1138. d
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Museus Diacrosis.  Slightly darker and smaller than fwteolus; but see remarks
by H, Whistler in Spolia Jeylanica 23, pts 3 and 4, p. 142

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
{from skull
b sk B4—B8 19-20 20-22 73-81 mm
20 76-85 18-20 20-22 70-75 mm
(HW)

Weight | g 34 g (SDR).

COLOURS OF BARE ParTs. Asin 1138,

Genus Crixioer Temminck

Criniger Temminck, 1821, Pl. Col, d'Ois,, live. 13. Type, by monotypy, Criniger
barbatus Temminck

Distinguished from all other bulbuls by the presence of a long pointed crest and
Vory lun_f_:' hairs or !Ii||-||||:|I|I.1-\. ‘-i-l'i'.'l".‘_.:lal.[ from the nape and hindneck. Bill strong,
about hall the leneth of the head, culmen curved throughout. Wing blunt, tail
short and rounded, rufous in the Indian species. Tarsus short but very strong.

Plumage very soft. Female smaller than male.

1140. Whitethroated Bulbul. Crnieer -'-.'.'Jf:""r-’JF_-'?.'J.":'-llrl.l": { Goild)

T'rff.f.:.;lllfl.r[prj.'_'. ||'||u:_¢'-llr|1| Gould. 1836, Proc. Lool. Soc. London: & Nr.'EJ.I.L vide Koelz,
1954, Conrtrib. Inst. Regional 1-.1]'-]1'-T.'I.'!i1!'ll. No. 1: 1)
Criniger Taveolus viridulns Koelz, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional Exploration, No. 1:
10 (Sangau, Lushai Hills
Criniger flaveofus aureolur Koclz, 1954, ibad. No, 1: 10 (Kohima, Naga Hills)
Baker, FBI No. 380, Val. 1; 363
Plate 68, fig. 4, facing p. 112 and Vol. 9, plates 98, 100

LOCAL NasMes. Nustap-eecchiop-pho (Lepcha): Dao-bulip-gurrmo-didi {Cachar).
gizg. Myna £; length ¢, 23 cm (9in.).
FIELD CHARACTERS. A large crested bulbul. Abece, olive-green with
rufous-brown wings and
tail. Lores and sides of
head grey:; a whitish
supercilium, but not al-
ways conspicuous. Below,
lemon-yellow with white
chin and throat. Sexes
alike. Perches with tail
| fanned out.

status, piIsTRIBUTION and HAamiTtaT. Resident subject to vertical move-
ments; common cxcept in the westernmost part of its range. Central Nepall
cast through Sikkim; Bhutan, WEFA, Assam south to Tripura, the hills of
East Pakistan, Negaland, Manipur, south to the Chin Hills in Burma. Breeds

Wi

1 Baker and Syaopuis both list Garhwal as the westernmost point of the range. The authoriy
for this record s unknown; the species has not been recorded west of central Nepal.

- —
g e
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at moderate clevations, up to 1800 m, aptimum zone 600 to 1200 m, descend-
ing to the foothills, terai, duns and the plains of Assam in the cold weather.
Entirely restricted to everpreen facies: affects shrubby undergrowth in heavy
lorest, and secondary jungle,

Extralimital,  Extends to Arakan, central and northeastern Burma. €. f.
burmantens is founcd in southeastern Burma and western Thailand. A member
]| I:||-.' I|'-..'.. y

GENERAL pamTs, A gregarious bulbul, more like a laughing thrush in
habits, Creeps and clambers about bushes in chattering parties of 6 to 15,

telus-fres-ochracens species-grou I

the individuals * flowing ' one alier another lrom patch to patch of dense
Jungle; fhght strong and direet. Feeds in bushes and trece canopy, but usually
keeps within about three metres of the ground.
Foon, Borries and wild figs; also insects, at times taken on the WIILE.
vouce and caris. A noisy species. Has loud, harsh, nasal li'u;;-!iliu:

L8 | I.'.I‘.'- '.--'-:. .'Ir.'.'. " i

¢ chake (SA); loud and clear fleek, da-té-ek, da-té-ek

Fleming) ; other calls have been deseribed as sharp, whip-like notes, or

|l:||l:|I SWeEl notces.

BREEDING.  Season, overall April o July, chiefly May and June. Nest,
a heavily-built cup of dead leaves, fine roots and bamboo leaves Fastened
together with a few hair-like roots and stems of weeds and lined with dark
fern-roots: the weed-stems are cleverly wound round the supporting twigs
in and out of the other materials. Placed among masses of weeds, brambles
and similar cover in a small bush or tangle of vines, usually within one
metre Irom the ground (exceptionally higher) ofien close to a stream.
Eggs, 3 or 4, rosy pink or carmine-pink, marked with broad scrawls, small
and large irregular blotches of deep purple-red or reddish black, with similar
sccondary markings of brick-red, and faint spots of lavender and violet:
markings oc asionally orm caps or rings at the broad end; amoneg the most
beautiful of all bulbul eggs. Average size of 60 eggs 26:9 % 18:6 mm.
Incubation takes 13 days; both birds take part in incubation and perhaps
construction ol nest (Baker). Baker remarks that nestlings are apparently
left untouched by leeches, however numerous,

Museum ]]If‘d:.‘wr.'lhl.‘i. See Key o the Species and Field Characters.

Young (immature), upperparis and head brown; upper tail-coverts and wings
more rulescent ; underparts suffused with brown ; under tail-coverts fulvous, Primary
and tail characters present; postjuvenal moult complete.

MEASUREMENTS

*Wing il Tarsus Tail
(from skull)
alan 101-107 20=25 924 92-102 mm
oQ 98-103 20-23 25 (1) B8-93 mm

(BB, SA, SDR)

Weight 10 g 38-51 (av. 48-3); 4 @ 9 3848 r — BB, SA.

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. lIris brown. Bill whitish grev to grevish slate. Legs
'!.'1'|!t'|-'l.':'i'i|1 white {one) to Heshy brown, yellowish brown or grevish brown [SA,
SDR).

Genus HypsireTeEs Vigors
Hypsipetes Vigors, 1831, P'roc. Zool. Soc. London: 43, Type, by monotypy,
Hypsipetes Psaroides Vigors
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Microseelis Gray, 1840, List Gen. Bds.: 28. Type, by subsequent designation,
Hypsipetes amanrofis (Temminck)
fole Blvih, 1844, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 13: 286, Type, by monotypy,
lole elivacea H-I."_'.-'[h = [, virescens Blvth

Bill slender, about as long as the head, culmen earinated. Tarsus very short,
Feathers of crown often pointed and lengthened. Colour more uniform than in

Pycnonotus,
Key to the Specics
Page
A Colour of back ashy grey
' A black cap, no yellow on Wing. .. c.ooveeeiaan H. madagaseariensis 109
2 No black cap, a large vellow |1.'LI!|'J|. OTL WINE « & vsv 408 55458 H. flavalus 108
B Colour of back olive-green
3 Throat heavily striped...... e e e e e e T RS TR 107
4 Throat not striped
8 Linderparty baght yellowr. . o sumin s sssiian sainins M. indicus 104
b  Underparts not bright yvellow
i Under tail-coverts very pale vellow, concolorous with belly. ...
............................................ H. nicobariensis 103
i Under tail-coverts tawny, not concolorous with belly. ...... g
- & « I DIFIOEFcEns 1oz

1141, Olive Bulbul. Hypsipetes viridescens cacharensis {Deignan)

Microscelts viridescens cacharensis Deignan, 1948, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington 61: 3
(* Chutla Bhil ', Surma Valley and Hill Division, Cachar)
Baker, FBI No. 420, Vol. 1: 406 (= lole ofivacea virescens)

LocaL wame,  Dao-buliyp-purrmo i('!:u'h:tri-_.
sizé. Redvented Bulbul =4=; length ¢. 19 cm (71 in.).
FIELD CHARACTERS. A plain-coloured crestless bulbul, Abere, olive, with :
rufous-brown tail; below, grevish yellow: brighter on belly, tawny on under
1.1i|-f|]\{'rtb. Sl;_'."ﬂ'?'; ,I1il{ﬂ',
STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and masrtat. Uncommon resident. Manipur,
Assam in Khasi Hills and Cachar, East Pakistan in Svlhet south to Chitta-
gong district ; from the -plains to ¢. 900 m, Affects well-wooded ravines,
dense and humid evergreen forest and regrowth on abandoned cultivation.
Extralimital. The species ranges through Burma to the Shan Stiates,
central Tenasserim and southwestern Thailand. A member of the pro-
pinguus-charlotiae specics-group.
GENERAL HaDTs., A bird of the canopy especial

¥y where trecs are

festooned with climbers. Usually singly or in pairs and small parties; some-
times large flocks of over a hundred individuals. Tends to be shy and is
difficult 10 see.

FoOD.  Berries: doubtless also insects.

voice and caris., A nasal or creaking, constantly repeated chwaa or
jer=toee, characteristic and arresting (Smyvthies). Also a soft whistling note
resembling that ol Pyeronofus finfaysont of Burma {HW).
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DREEDING. Season, the few nests known have been taken in May. Nest,
i compact cup ol the type al ff'..'.l.w:rinr.'.'.' cafer (1 128 but more |:11'|5.'.1_.'; chiel
materinls are long tough x.l1i]1~. of bark and many firne elastic 1\1‘i1.;-, SO
dead leaves auached to the exterior; the whole [astened together and to
the wpprnu by cobiwebs and lined with black fern-roots, long reddish fibres
or tendrils. Placed in horizontal or vertical forks in bushes at about 1+5 m
from the ground, with no attempt at coneealment. Fees, 3, like small eppes
of Pyenonolus cafer. Size of three eggs, 23-1 X 16-3, .!_"_ < 165 and 22-4

1G-2 mun {Baker

Museum Ihiacnosis. See Key to the Specics and Field Characters; lor details
of plumage, Baker loc. cit

"i' ouUung limmatire ], mope Fusty on ||.|||-l:'| |_|.|.|:1\ .'|t|l|. (a4 :‘ﬂ::rn. I.I-t.'n\'i.:ll.'.: .|.I|.l:|. CONETLS |
under tail-coveris paler. Primary and il characters present; postjuvenal moult
complete

MEASUREMENTS

Wing 1l Tarsus Tail
(from skull)
o 78-85 18-20 16-17 11=77 mm
(HW)

COLOURS OF BARE pArTS. Iris brown. Bill horn-brown, dark above, pale below.
Lers and feet brownish flesh {HW).

| 142, Nicobar Bulbul. 1'4{1'_;!‘.1'..1'{.'.-'.':'.'. itcabariensis Moore

ff'.r-'l:jlrug'rrj micobariensis NMoore, i Horsheld & Moore, 1854, Cat, Bds. Mus. E.L
Co. 1: 257 (Nicobars)
Baker, FBI No. 423, Voi. 1: 408

LOCAL NaMmes. MNone recorded.

sizi. Redwhiskered Bulbul; length 6. 20 em (8 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. Above, uncrested head, nape, wings and tail dark
brown, back olive; below, throat and breast whitish geey faintly streaked
with vellow; belly and under tail-coverts pale yvellow, the latter with brown
centres. Sexes alike,

sTaTUs, DIsTRIDUTION and HAanrrar, Common resident. Nicobar Islands
except Car Nicobar. * Apparently restricted to Central Nicobars * (Abdulali,
JBNHS 64: 182). Affects [brest and gardens,

GENERAL HaRITs. Found singly, in pairs or small parties, sometimes
congregating in assemblies of 50 or more in some large feeding tree, where
they make a great chattering and uproar,

roon. Unrecorded: doubtless as in other bulbuls,

vorce and canrs,  Chattering notes very similar to the other Hypsipeles
[Davison, SF 2: 224, presumably meaning Black Bulbul (1148-9) q.v.].

pREEDING.  Very young birds have been collected in February (Davison).
Mesting unrecorded.

Museum Diaoxosis. See Key to the Species and Field Characters.
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MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)
8 gt 97-102 23-25 21 83-87 mm
4+ Q9 G2-100 24 21 80-84 mm
(Deslayes)

COLOURS OF DARE PARTS. [ri_.i b:'l'i'-'ill- Ill“ |!I'l"|1 I:lrl WL tu'\ﬂ. ir 1ll.l|l!Ei]1]4' .L'Il'II [} L]'::d:

of upper dull yellow. Legs and feet dark greenish brown or greenish plumbeous

{ Hums).

Hypaperes ixoicus (Jerdon)

Key to the Subspecies

Page

A Duller and paler yellow..cvvvrvesanssincrrsresssan. H. i. ictericus 10+

B Richer in colour, cspecially on sides of T e H. i. indicus 105
C  More greenish on upperparts; vellow of underparts tinged with green

H, 1. puglielmi 106

1143. North Sahyadri Yellowbrowed Bulbul. Hypsipetes indicus ictericus
(Strickland)

Crimiger ictericus Strickland, 1844, Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist. 13: 411
(East Indies = Mahableshwar)
Baker, FBI No. 419 (part), Vol. 1: 405

rocal xaurs. None recorded.

size. Redvented Bulbul; length ¢0 20 em (8 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1144, q.v,

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HAmTAT. Resident, locally common. Western
Ghats from the Poona and Satara districts (Khandala, Mahableshwar, etc.)
south to Belgaum and Goa, from e 600 to 1900 m, optimum zone around
1000 metres. Affects secondary jungle, undergrowth of evergreen, edges of
thicker jungle, and occasionally gardens.

GENERAL HABITS, Foob and voice. Asin 114

PREEDING. Similar to that of the nominate subspecies.

Mussum Diacxosis.  Differs from indicus in having the upperparts more greyish
green, the underparts duller, paler yellow,

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tail
{from skull)
aagr 90-97 18-21 76-87 mm
QQ 88-91 18-20 75-83 mm

(SDR, Koelz)
Weight 33 0 Q@ 27-34 (av. 30-6) g—S5A.
COLOURS OF DARE PARTS. Asin 1144,
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1144, Yellowbrowed Bulbul. Hypsipetes indicus mdicus [ Jerdon)

T.(richophorus) Indicus Jerdon, 1839, Madras Jour. Lit. Sci. 10: 240
(West Coast, restricted to Wynaad by Ripley, 1961, Synopsis)
Tale icteriea tdensior Fooelz, 1939, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington 52: 64
(Kunjapani, Milpirt Hills) ;
Baker, FIM No. 419 (part), Vol 1: 405
Plate 69, fig. 3, facing p. 128
rocal Nasmes.  Faldi balbal (Mysore); Mamjachienan (Malayalam).
ArA Redvented Bulbul; length . 20 em (8 1),
FIELD CHARACTERS. An uncrested forest bulbul olive-yellow abowve, with
bright yellow forchead and eyebrow; lemon-yellow below. Sexes alike.
Young (immature), upperparts, head and breast dull brown, lacking
the gi"ll.l'l'.LI. 'g.|'||r-'-'.' tinge of the adults, the Htl":‘_-' ‘:.'1'”!!‘-\' |ll.‘i|11; on the lanks.
STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and mamrat, Apparently the ecological counter-
pari af Whitchrowed Bulbul (1138) in evergreen ?rinlupx', Common resident.
Western Ghats south of Belgaum and Goa through western Mysore, the

Hypsipetes indicus
[

30

=Y "1
[ e
— )

20

—

o lr an o0 = 100]

Distributional ranges

B ictericus (1143). indicus (1144). B cugliclmi (1145).

Nilgiris, Palnis, Nelliampathy and Cardamom hills; alse Ceylon except
in the southwest |Hi||1_||.:i5ﬁ|'~. record as common on Rameswaram Island,
JH:\'I]H 40: 241, 15 doubtless a conlusion with P, |r|'tl'r|-".'l.'J.|-:|. Most common
above 900 m, optimum zone 1000 to 1500 m, up to 1950 m in the Nilgiris;
occasionally down to near sea level. Adlects sholas, coflee shade-trees and
cdges of thick jungle; almost entirely confined to evergreen biotope.
GENERAL HABITS, Found in pairs or small parties of six to seven birds
(even when feeding young), sometimes congregating in fHocks of up to 60
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individuals, depending on food-supply; often forms the nucleus of foraging
mixed assemblies. Feeds in the eanopy of lofiy trees as well as in shrubs and
undergrowth, fluttering or hovering momentarily against a sprig to pluck
berries., Winged insects disturbed in the process are seized in the air,

Foop. *Almost entirely frugivorous — berries and drupes; also takes
neetar, spiders and insects. Nestlings are fed with caterpillars and soft-bodied
insects, and berries.

voirck and cares. A clear, mellow,
(SA). Alarm, a harsh, jarring note; song, a low-toned, pleasant warble
sometimes uttered on the wing (Beus).

BREEDING. Seasonr, February to Mav. Nest, quite unlike that ol other
members of the family and more like a large white-eve’s (Josterofs) nest:
skeleton leaves slung in a horizontal fork,

whistle uttered frequently

a flimsy hammock of grass and
with cobwebs and green moss on the exterior and lined with grass or black
roots. Usual site is in a thinly foliaged isolated shrub in the interior of light
forest, generally within 15 m of the ground, exceptionally up to 45 m
in a tree (Betts). Eges, 2 or 3 (2 in Ceylon), pale creamy pink to warm salmon
pink covered with numerous specks, freckles and blotches of various shades
at the large end. Average size

of red all over but somewhat more densely
of 30 cggs 23-1 x 16-6 mm (Baker
Museusm Diacxosis. Differs from iclericus in being brighter, more yellowsh on
the upperparts and sides ol head ; intergrades with icfericus in the Londa area {Belgaum
dist.).
Young (not fully feathered), upperparts olivaceous brown; chin, throat and

belly white; breast grev. When e, 14 days old and just left nest almost identical in

every respect with comparable fledeling of P. futeolus [1138) — S5A.
MEASUREMENTS
Wing Ball Tail
(from skull
alean 88-97 19-21 T3-87 mm
g9 §9-91 19-21] 77-83 mm

(SDR, SA)
Tarsus ¢. 19 mm {Baker).

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Adult, iris brownish red. Bill black; mouth brownish
pink, slaty pinkish and yellow, or pinkish grey, varying apparently with age (or
season £). Lees and feet slate-prev: elaws black. Young, iris grevish alive; naked
chin and eircumorbital skin dull magenta. Bill pale brown; gape yellowish cream;
mouth livid pink. Legs pinkish grev; feet pinkish fAesh; flaws pale brown (SA).

1145. Ceylon Yellowbrowed Bulbul. Hipsipetes indicus guglielmi (Ripley)

Mieroseelis fetericns guglielmi Ripley, 1946, Spolia Zeylanica 241 230
{ Depedene Estate, Rakwana, Ceylon)
Baker, FBI MNo. 419 (part), Vel. 1: 405

LOCAL NAME. AWAG Rondayd (Sinhala),
size, Redvented Bulbul <+ ; length ¢. 20 em (8 in.).
FIELD CHARACTERS, Asin |14
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STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and mamTaT. Common resident. Southwest Ceylon
in the Rakwana and Pelmadulla aveas, in the low-country Wet zone.
Afects ]-IL‘:]- forest,

CENERAL HARITS, FOOD .,|||_1,|_ VOICE., _"|.,-. i:L ]ll-!,

BREEMING. Season, March=April and August—-September. Nest, as in 1144,
usually close to or overhanging a stream. Epgs, invariably 2, similar to those
ol tndicus.

Museus Diacwosis, Differs from indicus in being more greenish, less bronzy
vellow on the upperparts; underparts more pure yellow tinged with green rather
than the brighter yellow tinged with bronzy of indicus.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Hall Tail
from feathers)
5 87=9] 18-19 74=79 mm
1 ¢ 1] 19 79 mm
(SDR)

Weaght 1l ¢ 35: 1 © 27-5 ¢ (SDR

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Asin 1144

11465, Rufousbellied Bulbul, Hypsrpeles meclellandt meclellandi Horsfield?!

Hypsipetes McClel

_lll...-, micelel J'- ¥
A TRRLETE G &' -

el Horshicld, 1840 (1839, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 159 (Assam)
ui khooelz, 1954, Contrib, Inst. Regional Exploration, No. 1: 10
(Bhimpedi, Nepal)
Baker, FBI No. 394, Vol. 1: 377
Plate 68, fig. 3, facing p. 112

LocAL Nasmes,  Chinchiok-pho, Chichiam (Lepcha): Dao-bulip-padeba (Cachari).

sizé. Myna 4 ; length e. 23 em (9 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. Above, crown dark brown with fine whitish streaks,
slightly crested; rest of upperparts olive-green. Below, breast cinnamon
with fine white streaks, paler on belly; under tail-coverts vellowish : throat
dark grey heavily streaked with white, the tousled, lanceolate feathers VEry
noticeable in the ficld when throat puffed out in calling. Sexes alike.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HaBrraT. Common resident subject to vertical
movements. The Himalayas from Mussooree east through Nepal, Sikkim,
Bhutan, NEFA, Assam south to the hills of East Pakistan, Nagaland and
Manipur, From ¢, 900 to 2700 m, optimum zone 1800-2100 m: descends
i winter to the foothills, very occasionally entering the plains, Affects
well-wooded secondary jungle, light gallery forest, oak, rhododendron and
open pine forest, also overgrown cultivation clearings with scattered trees.

Extralimifal, 'The species ranges east to Fukien, Kwangtung and central
Vietnam, in the mountainous regions.

GENERAL HaBITS, Less sociable than most other bulbuls. Usually found
in pairs or small parties often in the mixed hunting flocks. Keeps to higher
branches of trees but readily descends to fruiting bushes.

roon.  Mainly berries and drupes.

VH. virescens meclellandi of the Synapiis; this species, however, appears more closely related
to . philippinuy and siguiferenses than o ofrescons,
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1148, Hima]a}lan Black Bulbul. .H::IH r'lll'Jr'.fr.f madagascariensis paroides
"\.':i!._:nr.\

Hypsipeies Psaroides YVigors, 1831, Proc, Zool. Soc. London; 43
{1 {i||1,|.|.|.:.'.'|u Mountains Sumla)
aker, FBI No. 386, Val. 1: 369
Vol. 9, plate 98

Local Names. Win balbal, Nrahun b6l0G0 (Kashmir); Sidn biked (Mussooree) ;

Darkal {Chamba); Phaki-pho (Lepcha); Adaki
sizé. Redvented Bulbul -; length ¢ 23 em (9 in.}.
FIELD CHARACTERS. A slate-grev bird with black crest, slightly forked
tail and bright red ball, legs and leet, Sexes alike,
\'uull..l: I:_ii['llfl].'hlll]"l.'l1 o Cricst []]!'-'rﬁ.l, lower breast and |h'”!-' '.*.'|11'11:,

{Pahanal.

rest grey; bill and feet brown.

Diotted line 1o thow distinetly forked
tail and outcurving cuter rectrices.

sTATUS, DISTRIBUTION and wasrrar, Common resident subject to verti-
cal movements; summer visitor only to the higher parts of its range. The
Himalavas from the Kunar Valley (Afghanistan) and Chitral (NW.F.P)
east through Kashmir south of the main range, Himachal Pradesh, norihern
Uttar Pradesh, Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan and NEFA to the Dafla Hills where
it intergrades with rigreseens. Breeds between 1000 and 2400 m in the wesiern
part of its range and up to ¢, 3000 m in the east; optimum zone 1800 to
2100 m. Descends in winter, reaching the foothills in the west and commonly
entering the plains in the east. Recorded at 3000 m in Sikkim in winter.
Has straggled to Kohat, Ambala and Lahore. Affects wall forest, in particular
of oak, pine and rhododendron; also enters gardens.

GENERAL HABITS. Arboreal, very noisy., In the non-hreeding season,
keeps in parties of six 1o ten, but sometimes numbering up to a hundred
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Hypsipetes madagascariensis

! f | 1 \
< L
20
—
60 70 -mi e u:u:l

[Mstrbutional ranges

l_'_l_..-_'I frsarovdes (1148 Bl rigrescens (1151).
EZ7] gancesa (1149) EE] humai (1150).

individuals, invading tree-tops in boisterous bands, seldom ever descending
to undergrowth., Ofien perches on highest tips of trees, launching short
acrial sallics after insects. Does not remain long on one teee, the birds of
a party Hying from one tree to another in loose, irregular order. Flight strong
and swili.

Lresplay, the male flutters from one tree to the nexi, his body held sull and
slightly bowed while uttering a rather melodious, excited pef-for=tree.

FOOD., M |.i|||‘_: fruits and berries (Aefia, Frburnum, mulberrics, ete). Alsio
insects. Visits Nowers ol Erptheing, Salmalia, rhododendron, ewe. Tor nectar
and insects,

volce and carls.  Song, a long series of monosyllables of varving tone
and pitch, punctuated at [requent intervals by a single, high, bell-like note;
call, a loud, rapid werkiyn repeated several rimes (Lister). See also Display
above. Also a large variety of squeaky notes as the birds ehase each other:
a frequent call is a long drawn-out weenh likened to the squeal of a distressed
pig; other notes described as whew whd or whee whé similar 1o the créaking
of a gate-hinge, usually preceded by a drongo-like squeaky-squeak; another
note, rarely heard, sounds like geagluck (Magrath),

BREEDING. Season, from the later hall of ,-"qu'tl i Hr|1u-|||l',u|_-r, 1:'||.i1_'l-|.':'
."\.i;;}', .]"“'“ anel t';u'h_.'}llh'. Nest, a neat but fimsy cup af grasses, dead leaves,
mess, bark fibres or lichen strengthened by cobweb, lined with rootlets,
fine grass, bark-shavings or pine necdles, Placed in the fork of a horizonial
branch usually between seven and ten metres up, sometimes as low as two
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1148. Himalayan Black Bulbul. .F'!f:l;ﬂ!.r-ﬁ:'tr:' mddagaseariensts psarotdes
Vigors
Hypaupetes Praroides Vigors, 1831, Proc, Zoaol. Soc. London: 43
{ Himalavan Mountains = Simlba)
Baker, FBI MNo. 386, Vol. 1: 369
Vol. 9, plate 98
LOCAL NaMmEs. Wiin balbidl, KNruwhun bilbal (Kashmir); Bdn biked (Mussooree),
Pirkal I:‘L-:]l..'lr]'l.llfl.'L_l'. f".n'.l:r{,r-_lflﬁ.l -,].l:]'u'l‘:...q.-,' haks {Paharia).
51ZE.  Redvenued Bulbul --: length ¢. 23 em (Y 1n,).
FIELD CHARACTERS. A slate-grey bird with black erest, slighaly forked
tail and bright red bill, legs and feet. Sexes alike,
Young (immature), no crest; throat, lower breast and belly white,

rest grey; bill and feet brown.

Dotted line 1o show distinetly forked
tail and outcurving outer rectrices,

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and masrrat. Common resident subject to verti-
cal movements; summer visitor only to the higher parts of its range. The
Himalayas from the Kunar Valley (Afghanistan) and Chitral (N.W.F.P.)
cast through Kashmir south of the main range, Himachal Pradesh, northern
Uttar Pradesh, Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan and NEFA to the Dafla Hills where
it intergrades with migrescens. Breeds between 1000 and 2400 m in the western
part of its range and up to ¢. 3000 m in the east; optimum zone 1800 to
2100 m. Descends in winter, reaching the [oothills in the wesr and eommonly
entering the plains in the east. Recorded at 3000 m in Sikkim in winter.
Has straggled to Kohat, Ambala and Lahore. Affects all forest, in particular
of vak, pine and rhododendron; also enters gardens.

GENERAL HABITS, Arboreal, very noisy. In the :m:u—f.m'.qrdi.ng SeAs0n,
keeps in parties of six 1o ten, but sometimes numbering up to a hundred
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Hypsipetes madagascariensis
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{ Distributional ranges
! [ psareides {1148 B nigrescens (1151).
'!; ﬁ,}fg ganeeia [1149). |____1 humit (1150],
'..
f individuals, invading tree-tops in boisterous bands, seldom ever descending
to undergrowih., Olien perches on highest tips of wees, launching short
! aerial zallies aflier insects, Does not remain long on one tree, the birds of
’ a party flying from one tree to another in loose, irregular order. Flight strong
t and swili.

Display, l_|_'|l' male Autters rom one tree o the nexi, his Body held sl and
slightly bowed while uttering a rather melodious, excited pipeper-tree.
roop,  Mainly fruits and berries (Mefta, Viburnem, mulberries, cte.). Alsa
insects. Visits Aowers of Enpthrina, Salmalia, rhododendron, ete. for nectar
and insects.
vOICE and caLls, :"-'ur.'u;., a long series of monosyvliables of varving tone
; and pitch, punctuated at [requent intervals by a single, high, bell-like note:
] call, a loud, rapid wurkiyn repeated several times (Lister). See also Display
above. Also a large variety of squeaky notes as the hirds chase each other:
a frequent call is a long drawn-out weend likened to the squeal of a distressed
pig; other notes described as whew whd or whee whé similar o the ereaking
of a gate-hinge, usually preceded by a drongo-like squeaky-squeak ; another
note, rarely heard, sounds like geegluck (Magrath).

BREEDING. Season., [rom the later hall of .."'h]'l-li.l. ti H:'ptrmhcl‘, chir_ll':.'
May, June and early July. Nest, & neat but fimsy cup of grasses, dead leaves,
mass, bark fibres or lichen strengihened by cobweb, lined with rootlets,
fine grass, bark-shavings or '|}':|u: necdles. Placed in the fork of a horizontal
branch usually between seven and ten metres up, sometimes as low as two
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metres or as high as fifteen metres. Eges, normally 3, sometimes 2, exception-
ally 4, very faint pink covered all over with small primary blotches of deep
red-brown, chocolate-brown or purple-brown with similar sccondary small
blotches of lavender and inky grey. Average size of' 52 eges 26-2 % 19+1 mm
(Baker}.

Museum Dhaczosis.  Sce Key to the Subspecies,

Young (immature). No crest; crown dark grey, rest of upperparis grey with a
brownish cast. Beloww, throat, lower breast and belly white, rest grev; pale fulvous
edges to wings and coverts. Primary and tail characters present; postjuvenal moult

complete.
MEASUREMENTS
Wing Ball Taraus Thail
{from skull)
Peilsid 1 16=130 26-29 20-22 [02-116 mm
o 111=124 26-28 20-21 93-111 mm

BB, Schiifer, Fleming, SDR, SA)
Weight 10 ' 44-60; 6§ § 48-61 g (SA, BB, RAP).
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. [Iris dark brown. Bill coral-red. Legs pale orange, (cet
deep [scarlet-] orange; claws pale brown; soles white to pale orange (BB).

1149, South Indian Black Bulbul. Hypsipetes madagascariensis ganeesa
Svkes

Hypsipetes Ganeesa Svkes, 1832, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 86 {Ghauts, Dukhun)
Baker, FBI MNo. 389, Vol. 1: 372

rocar Nases. Mynd-balbi! (Kerala); Naruppu kondai Eirdei (Tamil).

s1zé.  Redvented Bulbul +4-; length ¢. 23 em (9 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. Asin 1148, q.v.

sTaTUS, DISTRIBUTION and Hasirat. Resident but prone to local move-
ments in the non-breeding season; lecally abundant, Western Ghats from
Matheran (near Bombay) in Maharashtra, south through western Mysore,
the hills of Kerala and western Tamil Nadu and the Shevaroy Hills (Tamil
Nadu). An old record from Berar is possibly erroneous. In the hills from
c. 1000 m to the top, reaching the foothills in the cold weather. Affects
evergreen forest, especially sholas, and eucalyptus or other shade-trees in
tea, coffec and cardamom cstates.

GENERAL HABITS. As in praroides. A common member of mixed hunting
parties of Jesterops, Sitta, Garrulax, Muscicapa, etc. each species keeping to
its particular stratum,

FooD. Mostly fruits and berries ( Jiophus, Eugenia, Vaccimium, ete.). Visits
Hlowers of Enthrina, Loranthus, ctc. and introduced Grevillea and Eucalyptus for
nectar and insects.

voice and cavis. Loud screechy whistles as in psaroides. One call often
heard is rendered as chirg, chee-chee-cliee {Nichols).

BREEDING. Season, March to June. At least two broods. Nest, as of
psaroides. Eggs, almost invariably 2, rarely 3, white speckled with red-brown
or purple-brown spots; blotched eggs are exceptional as are those with
pinkish ground colour. Average size of 45 eggs 26:6 x 19-6 mm (Baker).




r-n‘.‘:'h.':a;ﬂ-vm-w S, oA — Rl

—

- '1"I.'I_.—I__=I -

e ——— s E——

ey ‘5

PLATE b3S
| Chlorafsi by, Jparrleprekii, o “'-:1‘ ehellied Chio psts (11060, @ above, 2 Minfa £ fgnotincta, Redmiled Ainla
- me. mcelellandi, Rufousbellicd Bulbul {1146, 4 Criniger /. flacealus, Whitethroated Bulbul
e s Preatiis, Siraded Greenn Bulbal (11330, G Sitta formsasa, Beautiful Nuthatel (18371,
II-.-\'"'"" I'ree ( Fer el 18447, 8 Tichodronia m .l.rl|"1.'lrl1|"_ Il|l||,._|l|_-t-.|r'r'||1'p 134,

? 'r -_. ¥ I'-'|-"-' ||_ .'-'.'-""-'.'I' K




114 TIMALIINAE
1151. Assam Black Bulbul. fHypsipetes madagascariensts migrescens Baker

f{lﬁ.!-rj.ﬂr.: psarordes migrescens Baker, 1917, Bull. Brit. Orn. l'_:l. 38: 15
{ ['|1[1r:r{f|1i.1|.ttwn|.'

Baker, FBI MNo. 387, Vol. 1: 371

LOCAL NAME. Das-bulip pashim (Cachari).

sizé and FIELD CHARACTERS. As in psaroides (1148).

sTATUS, DIsSTRIBUTION and masitar. Common resident subject to local
movements in the non-breeding season. NEFA, east of the Dafla Hills
and,

where it intergrades with psaroider, and the hills of Assam, Naga
Manipur and East Pakistan; from ¢, 700 to at least 2400 m, reaching the
foothills and plains in winter. Affects tall forest.

Extralimital. Extends to western Burma; the species ranges north and
cast o Szechuan, Chekiang, Formosa and the mountainous areas of the
Indochinese subregion; also Madagascar, Aldabra and the Comoro ls,

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and voice. As in psaroides.

BREEDING., As in pearoides. Eggs, usually 3, often 2, occasionally 4, similar
io those ol psaroides. Average size of 64 eges 27-1 X 19-9 mm (Baker).

Museust Diacwosis. See Key 1o the Subspecies. Differs from pearoides in being
darker bluish grey both above and below, and having no grey patch above lores
or behind eye; streak around ear-coveris present but less distinet; no contrast be-
tween crown and mantle,

MEASUREMENTS and COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 1148,

Weight o' @ 33-64 g (SDR).

Family MuscicArIiDAE

See Thomson, A. L. (ed.), 1964, article * Muscicapidae *, 4 New Diclionary of Birds,
London & New York.
Key to the Subfamilies

A Juvenal plumage spotied

I' Bill slender and Birly strong. ..o ve i snnasmsnnssnsos Turdinae Vol. 8

Bl heand dnd CHAt. oo e e s e s Muscicapinac  Vol. 7
B Juvenal plumage unspotted

3 Bill small, slender; legs short and weak. oo oo, Svlviinae Vol. B

4 Bill very variable; legs and feet strong. ..o ccocaevn s, Timaliinae p. 114

Subfamily Timacviinae: Babblers

For description see Van Tyne, J. & Berger, A, J., 1959: 517 {(Family Timaliidae).
Cf. Delacour, J., M6, L'Oiscau 16: 7-36.

Genus PELLorxEUM Swainson

Pellornewn Swainson, 1832, Fauna Boreali-Americana: 487. Type, by original
dmigrml:iu:':. Pellornenum rrrﬁ:'rp_-r Swalnson

Terrestrial birds of thick brushwood. Tail shorter than wing (except in P. palustre)
but equal to or longer than twice length of tarsus. Bill about equal to or a little
more than threequarters the length of head, straight and notched at the tip. Nostrils
not overhung by hairs; rietal bristles very short.

ﬁ—__.———- = = T— o~ S ——




BABBLERS 115

Key to the Species

Page
A Under parts including throat uniform cinnamon. . .. ... .05~ I.'.'_\.[ri{'.llflhrll.'r.'l'l 122
B Throat whitish
I Breast not steiped, throat speckled. . PP [P o R T P, albivenire 124
2  Breast H||||l'l|.
a  Crown concolorouswithback. ... .. e R R i T 121
b Crown not concolorous with back. . oo v eveons b gl rificefis 115
PELLORNEUM RUFICEPS Swainson
Key to the Subspecies
A Mantle not streaked
a CUrown rufous. . . P, r. nificeps 117
b Crown dark chestnut v alivacenm 119
13 Mantle streaked
¢ Laess olive, more rofans e ek APPARIURERSRRY ol 88 1 1% 11, 1)1 116G
d  Rulous ol crown richer, back more rufescent., . .. ... .....P L ”'Jl'.-.rf:'rg' 120
e« Rufous ol crown and brown of back with a greyish cast P r. punctatum 115
I Rufous of crown and brown of back paler. . on e s o r chamelum 119
Roulowus of crown and brown of back darker. . ........P r. lf'.#.'f..l.h;.'f.- 120
h Crown chesinut, back deep brown, sireaks on mantle obsolescent
1 et o g e e SRR Y v o0 abe o pogale 121

Cl. Deenan, H. Go, 1947, Smith, Mise. Coll. 107: 1-20.

1152, Western Spotted Babbler. Pellorneum ruficeps punctatum (Gould)

Cinclidia functata Gould, 1838, Proc, Zool. Soc. London: 137
\Himalayas = Kalka, Baghat, Simla, restricted by Deignan, op. eit.)
Pellorneum ruficeps jomesi Baker, 1920, Bull, Brit. Om. CL 41: 9
(Kalka, Baghat, Simla)

Baker, FBI No. 244, Val. 1: 241

LOCAL NAMES, None recorded.

sizé. Bulbul —; length ¢. 15 cm (6 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS, Asin 1154, q.v.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and manrrar. Resident; locally distributed. The
Himalayan foothills from Kangra to Garhwal; from e 300 to 1200 m,
Affects heavy cut-over scrub, wooded ravines and nullahs, deciduous or
l"-‘ﬂ'rg[ﬂl:llj'lill!.:'.lf'. :I.H[i |l‘il—gﬂrdt“ﬂ_

CENERAL HABITS and roop. Asin 1154,

voice and cares, A sweet song of four or five notes repeated two or
three times, each repetition a little lower than the preceding (Osmaston).
See also 1154,

BREEDING. Season, overall March to July, chiefly April to June. Nest,
as in ruficeps. Eggs, 2 to 4, white, tinged with pale green or cream, blotched
and speckled with red-brown and inky purple. Average size of 10 eggs
21-4 = 16-2 mm (Baker).
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Pellorneum ruficeps and P. fuscocapillum

7 ] | [ \

Distributional ranges

.r. punctatum (11 52) [P, r. mandellii (v155) [P r. pectorale (1157).

E=R P r. ripleyi (1158), B3P, r. chamelum(1156) EEE P. r. vocale (1159).
e P ¥ ruficeps (1154). EisEadP. v, olivaceum (1155) B P. f. fuscocapilium

. - (r161).
P. f. scortillum (1165) [RER P. f. babaults (1102). (1461}

Musevsm Diacsosis. Differs from the nominate subspecics in being darker and
mare richly coloured ; erown dark chestnut instead of rufous. From m_-z.-.-.r!r.l'fu differs
in I::wing the upperparts, cdg.;;q of Wings and tail more olive, less rufous-brown.

MEASUREMENTS. As in mandellii (1153),

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. [Iris red-brown. Bill brown, dusky vellow at base of
lower mandible, Legs and feet fleshy.

1153. Mandelli’s or Sikkim Spotted Babbler. Pellorneum ruficeps
mandellit Blanford

Pellornenn Mandellic Blanford, 1871, Proc. Asiat. Soc. Bengal, No. 9: 216 (Sikkim)
Baker, FBI No. 243, Vol. 1; 240
Vol. 7, plate 76

LOCAL mNaMmEs, None recorded.

stize. Bulbul —; length ¢. 15 em (6 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in ruficeps (1154).

sTaTUS, DISTRIBUTION and mapitar. Common resident. The Himalayan
foothills, from western Nepal through Sikkim, Bhutan and NEFA, east to
the Subansiri river; from plains level up to ¢. 1800 m. Does not appear to
move much with the seasons (Biswas); recorded in winter at 1700 m.
Affects heavy brush, secondary growth, bamboo jungle and wooded ravines.
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GENERAL HABITS, ¥ooD and voiwce. As in ruficeps (1154), but calls and
song clearly distinguishable in dialect.

BREEDING. Season, March to July, chiefly April to June, Nest, as in
ruficeps. Eggs, 3 or 4, very exceptionally 5, white, sometimes tinged with
buff, marked with red-brown, brown, purplish brown or blackish brown
specks and small blotches scattered profusely over the whole surface,
usually more at the large end. Average size of 200 eges 22-4 % 16-3 mm
(Baker).

Museust Dhacuoss,  Differs from ruficeps in having the neck and back of head
streaked with black and bufly erown brighter, near chestnut, ear-coverts darker;
breast and belly suffused with ochraceous; spots on underparts darker, not so broad;
upperparts, edge of wings and tail more rufous-brown. Differs from punctatum in
having the upperparts, edees of winegs and tail less olive, more rufous-brown.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Rill Tirsus Tail
{lrom skull
A 63--7h 18-21 27-28 70-77 mm
Qo 6672 18-20 27-28 62=-T0 mm

(BB, SA)

Weight 3 ' 24-28: 2 0? 28, 29 ¢ (SA, BB).

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris crimson to deep crimson (reddish brown in
juvenila). Bill: upper mandible dack brown ; lower mandible hght yellow on posterior
half, bluish white on the anterior half, with {I'.I!ikl\' tip. Legs, {eet, claws and soles
fleshy (BB).

1154, Peninsular Spotted Babbler. Pellorneum ruficeps ruficeps Swainson
Pellornenm rificeps Swainson, 1832, Fauna Boreali-Americana: 487
{India = Coonoor, Nilgiris, restricted by Deignan, op. cit.)
Baker, FBI No. 240, Vol. 1: 238

Local. NAMES.  Sarshuned Kdrdei (Tamil) ; Adawi fika gitte (Telugu).

size.  Bulbul —; length ¢. 13 em (€ in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS, A small terrestrial babbler. Abore, brown with a
|l:|.r|-u_'1' |','1'|_t,"-.|,1Lll[-]ﬂ'l}“-']’l i.‘..":'p, & |5_1,:]1t 3141“::’:.;':15'.11",' hll'iEJL‘ E}-'.li:luli.u_!_f “'1_'|.|. |::1_‘]|ind
the eye; ear-coverts brown. Below, throat white, rest of underparts buff,
boldly streaked and spotted with dark brown, Legs pale fleshy. Sexes alike.
A passable miniature of the European Song Thrush (| Turdus ericelorum).

sTaTus, DisTRIBUTION and HaBrtaT, Common resident. The hills of the
Indian peninsula (Satpuras, hill tracts of Bihar and Orissa, Western and
Eastern Ghats and their associated ranges, [rom the Narbada river and the
Rajmahal Hills (west central Bihar) south to the Palghat Gap and the
Chitteri Hills; from sea level to ¢, 1350 m. Not recorded from the Deccan
plateau. Affects scrub, bamboo groves, sholas, thickets in ravines and
along watercourses.

QENERAL HABITS, In pairs or small parties in dense thickets, undergrowth
and bamboo in well-wooded areas. Feeds on the ground like Jungle Bab-
bler, rummaging among dead leaves, Progresses by long thrush-like hops
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or by running like quail. Usually very quiet and retiring, and easily over- !

lovorkeed, ';,

FooD. Insects.
voice and caris. Three or four, mellow plaintive whistling notes in

an ascending scale, not unlike Iora’s, variously transcribed as he'll beat
or he'll beat you, I'm right here, pret-ty-niveet, etc. — the first syllable short,
the second low and emphasized — repeated with persistence and monotony
at intervals of five seconds or so for up to 15 minutes at a stretch, especially
in the mornings and evenings. Uttered from a branch inside a dense thicket;
on an observer’s approach, the calls suddenly cease, the bird quietly drops
into the undergrowth and disappears, to start calling again filty yards
away. Song, a percussive loud and pretty phrase of several rich and spirited
whistling notes up and down the scale, often sustained practically without
intermission for well over a minute, and soon repeated, It is heard mostly
in the early morning and late afternoon; chiefly in the breeding season but
sporadic bursts may be given at all times of the year. Alarm-notes, a harsh
chr-r, chr-r or kraa, kraa while the bird is slinking away. Pairs and parties
keep in touch by a musical subdued contact-note wheel, Also some chattering
notes uttered when working through bushes.

BREEDING. JSeason, mainly during the monsoon: February to April in
the south, April to June in Madhva Pradesh extending to September in
the Western Ghats. Nest, a flimsy ball of dead leaves or grass about the
size of a large melon, usually scantily lined with grass or fine stems ol
maidenhair fern; entrance on the side, always looking downhill. Placed on
the ground, in drifis of dry leaves at the oot of bushes, prelerably on a
slope. Egps, 2 or 3 in the south, usually 3 in the north, white, marked with
numerous specks, spots and blotches of brown as a rule denser at the large
end. Average size of 21 epgs 216 x 16-2 mm (Baker). Parents approach
and leave the nest by running through the undergrowth like a mouse. Young
leave the nest on the 12th or 13th day afier hatching.

Muzseust Diacxosis. For differences between the nominate race and punefalum;
mandellii and olivaceum see under those subspecies (1152, 1153, 1155).

Young (immature), upperparts similar to adult but paler, no olive, less contrast
between crown and back; all but primary coverts washed with fulvous on edges;
underparts dull white, washed with dull ashy fulvous on the sides, no lanceolate
spots; under tail-coverts dull ashy fulvous. No white tips to tail. Primary and tail
characters present.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail NS

{from skull)
d'a’ G68-78 17-20 25-30 G1-73 mm -
o9 B66-73 16-20 25-27 37-69 mm g
(HW, 5A, Koelz)

Weight 15 09 21-30 (av. 26) g — SA.
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. [ris orange-brown. Bill brown, Aeshy below; mouth

pale brownish and lemon-vellow. Legs and feet vellowish fAesh. ;" ;
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1155, Kerala Spnﬂﬂ'd Babbler. Pellorneum .rr.r_,".i.‘rlfi,; olivaceun L]::r;!:]-]:

Pellarnenm olivacenm Jerdon, 1839, Madras Jour. Lit. Sci. 10: 255
3 ( I'richur, Cochin State, restricted by Deignan, op. cit.)
Pellornoum ruficeps granti Harington, 1913, Bull. Brit. Orn. Cl. 33: 81
(Mynall, Travancore)
Baker, FBI No. 242, Vol. 1: 240
Plate 69, fig. 8, fcing p. 128

i LOCAL NAMI Cramariy :‘\-.T,Ll.|1_.'.',|,|.|||.'|,

| sizé. Bulbul —; length ¢. 16 em (6} in.).

‘; FIELD CHARACTERS. As in ruficeps (1154). See Museum Diagnosis.
sTATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HanrraT.  Resident, generally distributed, The

low country and hills of Kerala and presumably also of adjoining western

Tamil Nadu (Palnis etc.), north to the Palghat Gap; from near sea level

to 1800 m. AHccts evergreen sholas, steep hillsides along nullahs, di ¥ ravines

-||.r|{| WAlCIrCOUTsEs EE![*'T‘F*[ 'l\j']: !'Ir'”irl:l;: !J.I.:]:II]TH! .'|,E|,‘|_|, !JI'L[‘L]]‘.\-‘!’JIFL! i'|,t|,l_|, OvVED=

grown with thickets ol Adcacia, Jizyphus, etc.

GENERAL HARITS, FooD and voice. As in ruficeps,

DREEDING. Season, November to May., Nest and eggs, as in 1154, Average
size of 7 eggs 21+9 x 16-3 mm (Baker).

i i T Sl

Museusm Disowosis.  Like ruficeps but darker and more richly coloured. Crown
and nape dark chestnut; upperparts, edges of wings and tail darker olive-brown;
spotting on lower parts heavier and darker brown; darker on flanks and sides of
head.

MEASUREMENTS

R R IR S

Wing frall [arsus Tail
(lrom skull)

4o 73-76 19-20 28=29 bb=73 mm
(HW, SA)
i COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. [Iris hazcl-brown (immature) to reddish brown. Bill:

upper mandible brown, lower mandible paler; mouth in breeding o brownish pink,
immature yvellowish flesh, Leps and (eet brownish flesh, claws duskier.

1156, Assam Spottcd Babbler. Pellorreim rrr_f:-r s chareltenm ”L'ig‘n.;ul.

Pellorneumn ruficeps chamelum Deignan, 1947, Smith. Misc, Call. 107: 6
(Gunjong, Cachar)
Mot in Baker, FBI
LOCAL NAME, Dao-priti-pil (Cachari).
sizé. Bulbul —; length £, 16 em (61 in.).
FIELD CHARACTERS. As in ruficeps, but upper back streaked. See Museum
Diagnosis.
sTaTUS, DISTRIBUTION and masrrat. Common resident. Assam in the
Garo and Khasi Hills, Nagaland, and the hills of East Pakisian south to
the Chittagong district; from the foothills to 1450 m. Affects evergreen or
deciduous dense forest, bamboo and secondary growth,
Extralimital. The species ranges throughout the Indochinese subregion.
GENERAL HARITS, FooD and volce, Asin 1154
BREEDING., As in 1153,

|
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Mustum Diaonosis, Similar to mandellii in having sharply defined blackish
brown centres to the feathers of the uppermost back, but differing in having the
rufous of forchead, crown and nape, and the brown of the remaining upperparts
paler and greyer.

MEASUREMENTS. s in 1153,

Weight g 31; @ @ 26-28 g (SDR).

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS, " upper mandible black, lower basally yellow, distally
grey; @ upper mandible basally black, distally greyish brown, lower basally yellow,
distally grey (SDR).

1157. Mishmi Spotted Babbler. Pellorneum ruficeps pectorale
Godwin-Austen
Pellorneum pectoralis Godwin-Austen, 1877, Jour. Asiat. Soc, Bengal 46: 41
{Sadiya, Assam)
Not in Baker, FBI

LOCAL MAMES, None recorded.

sizé. Bulbul —; length ¢. 16 em (61 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1154 but upper back streaked. See Museum
Diagnosis.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and BABITAT. Resident in NEFA in the Mishmi
Hills and the Sadiya Fronticr Tract, probably extending west to the
Subansiri river. Affects clearings in dense evergreen or deciduous forest.

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and BrReEEpmG. As in mandellii (1153),
q.v.

Musevm Diacmosis. Differs from mandellii in having the rufous of forchead,
erown and nape much deeper in tone (rufous-chestnut); brown of the remaining
upperparts darker; underparts more heavily washed with a richer buff. Differs
from chamelum by its more saturate coloration above and below,

Young, cﬂgr_t of wings and tail more rusty; no white tip to tal; undcrpnru
fulvous white with dusky shadows on breast,

MEASUREMENTS
Wing EBill Tail
(from skull)
aa 70-76 18-20 67-74 mm
Q9 66-71 17-19 62-68 mm

(SDR, SA)
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS, [Iris brown or red-brown. Bill: upper mandible brown,
lower yellow at base, pale brown at tip. Legs and feet fleshy.

1158, Lakhimpur Spotted Babbler. Pellorneum ruficeps ripleyi Deignan
Pellorneumn ruficeps ripleri Deignan, 1947, Smith. Mise. Coll. 107: 7
(Margherita, Assam)

Not in Baker, FBI
Plate 67, fig. 5; facing p. 64

LOCAL Names, None recorded.
size and FIELD CHARAGTERS. As in [154 but upper back streaked. Sce
Museum Diagnosis.
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sTATUS, DISTRIBUTION and samrar. Resident. Northeastern Assam in the
Lakhimpur district south of Brahmaputra river. Same habitat as adjacent
subspecics,

CENERAL HABITS, FOOD, vOICE and BREEDING. As in 1154, q.v.

Muspum Ihacwosis.  Differs from mandellii (1153) in having the rufous of the
forehenad, crown and nape slightly richer in tone; brown of remaining upperparts
more strongly rufescent; underparts more heavily washed with a richer bull

MEASUREMENTS and COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in pectorale (1157).

1159, Manipur Spotted Babbler. Pellorneum ruficeps vocale Deignan

Pellorneum raficeps vocale Deignan, 1951, Postilla, Yale Peabody Mus., No. -
(Kanglatonghbi, Manipur)
Mot in Baker, FBL

LOCAL MAMES, None recorded.

sIZE and FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1154 but upper back streaked. See
Museum Diagnosis,

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and namraTt, Resident. Valley of central Manipur.
Same habitat as chamelum,

GENERAL HARITS, FOOD, vOICE and BREEDING. As in mandellii.

Museus Diacnosis. Underparts like chameluom but differs in having the forehead,
erown and nape chestnut rather than rufous; blackish brown centres to the featliers
of the uppermost back obsolescent (comira sharply defined); brown of remaining
upperparts deeper in tone,

MEASUREMENTS and COLOURS OF DARE PARTS. As in peclorale (1157).

1160. Marsh Spotted Bahbler. Pellorneum palustre Gould

Pellorneum paltustre Gould, 1872, Beds. Asia 3: pl. 65, pt. 24 (Cachar, Assam)
Baker, IFBI No. 246, Vol. 1: 242
Plate 70, fig. 1, facing p. 176

LOCAL RaMmi. Dae-priti-pil Kashiba (Cachari),

sizé. aparrow; length ¢, 15 em (6 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. Upperparts and tail olive-brown; lores whitish;
sides of neck, Aanks and a band across the breast ochraceous, more or less
streaked with brown; chin white; throat and upper breast white streaked
with brown; centre of belly white, sides olive-brown; under tail-coverts
ochraceous, Sexes alike.

Distinguished from P. ruficeps by its uniformly coloured upperparts, and
lrom P. albivenire by its heavily striped throat.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HamiTaT. An endemic species. Resident,
locally common. NEFA [rom the Miri Hills to the Mishmi Hills and Sadiya,
Assam in the plains of the Brahmaputra, the plains and upland grass hills
of Cachar and Khasi Hills, and East Pakistan in Sylhet and the Chittagong
region; from the plains to 800 m. Affects great tracts of reeds and coarse
high grass alongside swamps and rivers, elephant-grass and also bushes
and low tree-jungle on marshy ground.

e e D L
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GERERAL HaBITS, A great skulker, casily overlooked, though call-notes
are constantly uttered. Diflicult to observe; when flushed, lits in a rather
lopsided manner from one patch of grass 1o another.

Foon. Insects.

voicé and cavrts. A loud double chirp ehi-chew * reverse of that of
Chrysomma altirosire * (1234) (Stevens) heard in the same facies.

RREEDING. JSeasom, during monsoon from the end of May onward. Nest,
like that of the Spoued Babbler, a ball of grass lined with finer grass or a
f‘l."-\- |'“|H.I1.!|.‘i:| III-'I.L'.I:'J.]. an |.]II:' g'l'l'l'll]ll_l 4'|.“'|III|.H' Hr.'{\:ﬁ_"\ .1.||_H_ risls, .'l.i'n.'-';'l.':.':i ITLERTE
or less covered by the matted roots or fallen debris, Egor, like small replicas
ol P, ruficeps. Average of 14 eggs 2006 x 15-7 mm (Baker). o

Museus Diacyosis.  See Key to the Species and Field Characters,

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail .
E =

from feathers)

aP 62-6H e. 15 e. 26 64-69 mm v
(Baker) Eré

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. [ris brown. Bill: upper mandible deep brown, lower ':h‘_'

pale brown. Legs and feet fleshy brown (Hume), pale horny blue (Stevens). i

PeLLornEUM FuscocariLius (Blyth)
Key to the Subspecies
Page
A Crown fulvous with checolate-brown tips......0vvvnnn. 2. f. babanlti 123

B Crown chocolate-brown
e R R T S ey e e e P. [. scortillum 124

e e e AR G et P. f. fuscocapillum 122

1161. Browncapped Babbler. Pellorneum fuscocapillum fuscocapillum
{(Blyth) ~
X . ; c N

Lhymocatapls fuscocapillns Blyth, 1849, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 18: 815
(Colombo, Cevlon) -
Baker, FEI No. 249, Vol. 1: 245 : t

LocaL Nasmes. Parandel-kurulld, Redi diang (* give me cloth’, onomatopoeic, :
Sinhala). v

sizé. Bulbul —; length 16 cm (6} in.).

. FIELD CHARACTERS, Above, brown with a darker brown cap. Below, and
sides of head cinnamon; tail brown narrowly tipped with buff, Sexes alike.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HapitaT. Common resident. Cevlon, from X
the foothills to 1650 m, from the northern Dry zone in the west to the \
southwest Wet zone and east through the hills. (See map, p. 116.) Affects
dense forest.

GENERAL HABITS. Very similar to those of the Spotted Babbler, as are J
also its nesting habits and voice. Found in pairs, spending most of the -
time on the ground, turning over dead leaves in search of insects. Very s -
shy but may easily be discovered by its calls (q.v.) or by the rustling of £
dead leaves.

roon. Insects. N -

=
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| voice and cavts, Very similar to those of the Spotted Babbler. A
monotonously repeated, clear whistle rendered as pril-lee dear or lo meel you,
the middle note pitched higher. Song, ‘uttered during the breeding scason,
a quaint little lilting song, whistling up and down the seale. Both call and
song are easily imitated, thus the calling bird may be decoyed within view.
Alarm-note, a sharp wit or rapid quil=tl-1t; :n:::-ltliug note a low chr ehrr chrr.
{ BREEDING. Season, February to April and September to December;
i chiefly March-April. Nest, a ball of dead leaves loosely put together, with
a large entrance at one side, sometimes taking up almost the whole of the
! side; lined with a few semi-decayed leaves and fine leal= or fern-stalks neatly
l pressed around the inside. Usually placed on the ground among a litter
of fallen leaves in which it blends perfectly, more genecrally at the foot
of a large tree or cardamom clump, occasionally under a tea bush, or in
f a decayed hollow in a tree near the ground; once in a creviee in a bank,
about one metre from the ground. The site is almost always in heavy [orest.
f.'.;;.-"w-, !.{I'II'I':.[:.E". it sometimes 3, whitle or :I:Il:!.:li'l'_:.' g0, 1:xc1:]}1in'-1ml|.'gr' lii.l!l._L:L:d with
buff or greyish green, prolusely speckled or with small blotches ol brown,
red-brown, purplish brown or blackish brown, slightly more numerous at
the large end, sometimes forming a ring or cap (Phillips). Average size of ten
eges 22-2 x 16-2 mm (Baker). The bird sits very closely and the majority of
nests are found as it flies out suddenly at one’s feet. Male shares in incubation.

FERR N —— e i e —

Museun Diaaxosis.  Sce Key to the Subspecies,

MEASUREMENTS

T S it

Wing Rill Tarsus Tail
{from skull)
. e 73-75 IB-19 27-28 G6-69 mm
00 67-70 17-18 25-2G 57-60 mm
{HW)

Weight 1 4 30 g (SDR).
coLoUrRs oFf Bare PAarTS. [ris red. Bill: upper mandible brown, lower pink.

-'ﬁ-ﬂ—-.

Legs and feet pinkish brown.

1162. Pale Browncapped Babbler. Pellorneum fuscocapillum baboults
(Wells)

Scolocichla fuscicapilla babaulti Wells, 1919, Bull. Brit. Om. Cl. 39: 69
(T'rincomales, Ceylon)
Baker, FBI No. 250, Vol. 1: 245

LOCAL MAMES. Asin 1160.

size. Bulbul —; length ¢. 16 cm (64 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. Asin 1160.

5TATUS, DIsSTRIBUTION and sasrrar. Common resident. Cevlon, in the
low-country Dry zone. (See map, p. 116.) Affects scrub and undergrowth.

GENERAL HARITS, FooD and voice, Asin 1160,

pREEDING.  Season, March and December. Nest and eggy, as in 1160,

Musgusm Diacxosis.  Differs from the nominate race (1161) in its paler coloration
throughout. Crown and nape chocolate-brown instead of blackish; remainder of
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upperparts olive-brown instead ol chocolate-brown. Sides of head and whole lower
plumage warm brownish bufl instead of chestnut-bull.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Taal
(froam skull)
3 & 65-77 17-18 26 58-69 mm
ke 70 18 25 59 T

(HW, SDR)

COLOURS OF BARE ParTs. Irs red-brown. Bill brown, pinkish at tip. Legs

pinkish, feet more whitish,

1163. Dusky Browncapped Babbler. Pellorneum fuscocapillum scortillum
Ripley

Pellorneum fuscocapillum seortillum Ripley, 16, Spolia Zeylanica 24: 226
(Rakwana, Ceylon)
Not in Baker, FBI

LOCAL NAMES. Asin 1161,

sizé, Bulbul —; length ¢. 16, em. (61 in.).

FIELD GHARACTERS. Asin 1161,

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and mapitaT. Common’ resident, Ceylon, in the
low-country Wet zone and the southwest face of the hills, Affects thick
secondary scrub ‘in forest of the wettest areas (around the Sinharadja
Forest) "— Phillips. (Sce map, p. 116.)

GENERAL HARITS, FooD and voice. Asin 1161,

BREEDINO. Season, February. Nest and eggs, as in 1161,

Museum Discxosis. Differs from fuscocapillion in being darker, more saturated
on the lower parts and with a tendency to be darker on the upperparts. Differs from
babeulti in being darker and smaller,

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from [eathers)
2 a9 67, 72 17 25 59, 63 mm
1 © 68 16 25 55 mm
(SDR)

Bill (from skull) 4 g 18-20; 1 @ 18 mm (Desfayes).
COLOURS OF BARE PFARTS. Asin 116].

PerrorneuMm ALmivenTRE (Godwin-Austen)

Kev to the Subspecies
Darker; white on belly more extensive. ...........P. . ignolem
Paler; white on belly mostly washed with rusty. ... P. a. albiventre
Cf. Ripley, S. D, 1949, Jbis 91: 414-21.
Ripley, 5. D., & Hall, B. P., 1954, Jkis 96: 486-7.
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1164, Assam Brown Babbler. Pellorncum albiventre albivenire
(Godwin-Austen)
Neormis afbiventris Godwin-Austen, 1876, Jour. Asiat, Soc. Bengal 45: 199
(Aanipur Valley)
T rercieeees r|.1_1|'.':4‘.'.'|’."| Godwin-Austen, 1H77, Ann. .'\.1.|'g.. Mat. Hist., Ser. 4, 20: 519
(INaga Hills)
Baker, FBI No. 247 (part), Vol. 1: 243

LOCAL NAME, Dao-chike (Cachari).

sizE. Sparrow = ; length ¢, 15 em (6 in.)}.

FIELD CHARACTERS. A small brown short-tailed babbler with whitish,
faintly spotted throat, whitish belly with a rusty wash on breast and fAanks,
Sexes alike. See also Key to the Species.

The very similar Tickell's Babbler (1166) has a ercamy bulf unspotted
throat concolorous with rest of underparis. Abbott’s Babbler (llti?} i%
also similar but larger, with an unspotted greyish white throat,

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and mamTaT. Resident :cl,:[;.i:-m to short verucal
movements, locally common, more so in the higher parts of its zone. The
foothills of Bhutan (Deothang) and NEFA, in the North Lakhimpur distriet,
the hills of Assam from Margherita to Cachar, Nagaland, Manipur, and
LEast Pakistan south to the Chittagong Hill “T'racts. Aflects serub growth in
low-lying forest land (winter), bamboo jungle and heavy cut-over scrub,
from 500 to 1500 m, reaching the plains in winter,

Extralimital. Extends to western Burma (Chin Hills and Mt V;i;;mrj;;},
The species ranges cast to Vietnam.

CENERAL HABITS Little known. A great skulker: very shy and 1-;-_|.i|-iug_
Found in pairs near the ground in thick tangles of secondary or bamboo
growth ; avoids dense shady forest.

roop. Insects.

voice and cavcis, A sharp chick, some soft low chuckling notes, and
a low clear whistle, Alarm, a low rippling note,

BREEDING. Season, May to July., Nest, a globular structure, sometimes
only partially domed or even just a deep cup, made ol grass and bamboo
leaves and lined with grass; placed in bamboo clumps, bushes overgrown
with creepers or oceasionally in clumps of grass or weeds, between 60 and
120 em from the ground, seldom higher or lower. Eggs, 3 or 4, rarely 5,
pale cream to warm brick-colour profusely covered by speckles and tiny
blotches of brick-red. Average size of 200 eggs 20 < 15-1 mm (Baker).
Nests sometimes brood-parasitized by Hawk-Cuckoo, Cuculus sparverioides
(Baker, JBNHS 17: 363).

Musevs Diacwosis,  Differs from fgnofum (1163) in being paler, more rufous
above; throat faintly spotied, white arca of belly more resiricted and, except for
centre, washed with tawny-olive. Young birds have the edges of secondaries and
greater wing-coverts more distinctly reddish brown.,

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsua Tail
{from skull)
S 58-60 14-15 22 47-59 mm
QQ 53-58 14-15 —_ 40-56 mm

(Kinnear, SDR)
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Weight 2 g 21, 22 ¢ (SDR).
COLOURS OF BARE ParTs. Iris reddish brown. Bill: upper mandible black, brown
or pale bluish horny; lower mandible blue-grey. Legs brownish flesh.

1165. Mishmi Brown Babbler. Pellorneum albiventre ignotum Hume

Pellorneum ignotum Hume, 1877, Stray Feathers 5: 334 (Sadiva, N.E. Assam)
Baker FBI No. 247 (part), Vol. 1: 243

LOCAL NAMES. None recorded.

size, Sparrow —+; length e, 15 eme (6 in.),

FIELD CHARACTERS. Asin 1164, q.v.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and namrrart, Resident, subject to short vertical
movements, Mishmi Hills and Sadiva. Affects bamboo jungle and secondary
growth.

GENERAL HADITS, ¥oOoD and voice. As in 1164, Easily mistaken for
SIIUtth Babbler (1153) when flitting for cover, but its short wren-like tail
is diagnostic.

BREEDING. As in | 164,

Museust Dhacxosis. Differs (rom albizentre in being darker on the uppCTparts;
below mostly white, the throat mostly unspotted, a faint indication of greyish brown
pectoral band; extensive area of white on belly.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)
5 g 58-60 15 2z 43-49 mm
4+ gQ 54-57 — -- 41-45 mm
(SDR)

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Asin 1164,

Genus Tricunastoma Blyth

Trichastoma Blyth, 1842, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 11: 795, Type, by original desig-
nation, Tr.(ichastorna) rostratum Blyth

Malacocincla Blyth, 1843, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 14: 600, Type, by monotypy,
Malacocinela Abbotti Blvth
Very similar to Pellorneum, T, tickelli being intermediate, but bill more compressed
laterally and rictal bristles well developed.
Key to the Species

Larger; throat greyish while. ... v vviviieniieiaain T, abboui
Smaller; throat creamy Bull. ... ..ovvivininscinans T, tickelli

1166. Tickell’s Babbler. Trickastoma tickelli assamensis (Sharpe)

Drymocataphus assamensis Sharpe, 1883, Cat. Bds. Brit. Mus. 7: 557 (Dhollah, Assam)
Baker, FBI MNo. 253, Vol. 1: 248

LOCAL NAME. [Das-busha (Cachari).

sizé. Sparrow; length ¢. 15 em (6 in.).
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FIELD CHARACTERS, A small, long-lepged,
short=tmiled, mostly terrestrial babbler. Above,
olive=brown; elow, bullish white, Sexes alike.
Abboett’s Babbler (1167) is larger and has a

grevish white throat. For distinction between
this and Pellorneum babblers, see under Brown
Babbler (1164)

sTATUS, DISTRIBUTION and panrrar. Resident subject to vertical move-
ments, locally common, NEFA from the Dafla Hills 1o the Mishmi Hills:
Assam from the Gare Hills to Margherita and East Pakisian in the
northeastern and Chittagong hill tracts; presumably also the Naga Hills
and Manipur. From the plains to 2100 m, optimum zone 1000-1400 m;
reaches the plains in winter. Affects heavy eut-over serub, bamboo thickets
near streams, open or deep lorest and practically any suitable cover.

Extralvmital. Extends to northwestern Burma. The species is  found
throughout the Indochinese subregion and Sumatra.

GENERAL Haprts, Found in pairs skulking in dense undergrowth.
Feeds on the :.:IllIJ]tl!; when disturbed ||_:|E]~, io the nearest cover and fies
only with reluctance,

roop, Insecis,

voicE and cavis, A sharp isip (Stevens); alarm-notes, a soft rippling
chir-clur (Baker). Call-notes, a loud pit-you . . . pit-yon uttered fairly rapidly
[amythies).

BREEDING. Season, March to June. Nest, a domed or semi-domed struc-
ture, much like that of Pelforneum species but more compact, tidy and well-
built; materials are fine bamboo leaves and grass; lining scanty, of a few
fine grasses. Placed on the ground or in bushes or bamboo clumps near the
ground prelerably in open glades by streams. Egps, 3 or 4, of the Pellornenm
Lype: E‘J:I.]L‘ --|i'~1'-}:h"_- tii'.ll‘n'l'_n' covered with [reckles or small blotches of
reddish brown or olive-brown. Average size of 60 eggs 19-9 x 15:7 mm
(Baker).

Museum Diacwosis, Sce Key to the Specics. Differs from Pellormenm albiventre
by its buffish white underparts and unspoticd throat,

MEASUREMENTS

a ¥ Wing 64-67; tail 50-55 mm {Baker).
| g Wing 62; bill (culmen) 16; tail 51 mm (SDR).

COLOURE OF DARE PARTS.  Iris reddish brown. Bill: upper mandible dark brown.

Legs brownish grey.

1167. Abbott's Babbler. Trichastoma abbotti abbotti (Blyth)

Malacocinela Abbotti Blyth, 1845, Jour, Asiat. Soc, Bengal 14: 601
(Ramree [sland, Arakan)
Malacacinela abbolti amabilis Koelz, 1952, Jour. Zool. Soc. India 4: 39
(Michuguard, Naga Hills)
Baker, FBI No. 267, Vol. 1: 260
Plate 70, fig. 2, facing p- 176

LoGal, NAaMES, None recorded.
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size. Bulbul —: length ¢, 15 em (6 in.). /

FIELD CHARACTERS. A brown, short-tailed
terrestrial babbler, Abope, olive-brown. H.'f:-,':-,
throat greyish white; centre of belly whitish,
washed on breast and flanks with olive ; under
tail-coverts bright ochraceous. Sexes alike. T
Voice (q.v.) i1s distinctive,

Tickell’s Babbler (1166) 15 smaller and has
a buffish white throat.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and #amrar. Resident, locally common. The
Himalayan foothills from the terai ol eastern Nepal and Sikkim cast through
the Bhutan foothills and NEFA to the Mishmi Hills, northern West Bengal,
East Pakistan in the northeastern and Chittagong hill tracts: Assam, "
Nagaland and Manipur. In densely wooded valleys, ravines and broken '
land at the base of the hills and up to 600 m. Affects tangled thickets in K-
wet deep jungle and original forest, especially edges of forest along the .=
banks of streams; appears to have a predilection for the vicinity of palin- '

ferns. e
Extralimital. Southern Burma and central and southern Thailand. Other J
subspecies in the Indochinese countries, Malaysia, Sumatra and Borneo. :?-'I

GENERAL HABITS. Behaves much like the Spotted Babbler. Solitary or S
in pairs in brushwood ncar the ground, and in the same limited area day o
after day. k-

roop. Insects.

voic and caris. A loud distinetive call of three notes dropping in }

pitch on the middle note, or sometimes four notes, the first low, the other
three higher and on the same pitch (Smythies). According to Fleming, this
call is a duet, the male leading off with peer’sl bear followed by the female
dear dear; the phrase sometimes becomes poor'ol dear bear dear.

BREEDING. Season, chiefly April and May, extending into July. Nest,
a bulky cup of dead leaves, bracken fronds, weed-stems, a little moss and
grass with a good lining of rather coarse red roots, averaging 12 to 15 em
in diameter. Placed near the ground in bushes, briars, weeds or in dwarf
palm-trees at the base of the frond. Eggs, 3 to 5, bright salmon colour marked .
with a few bold blotches and a few short twisted lines of deep red; under-
lying spots of lavender. Average size of 20 eggs 21+8 x 162 mm (Baker).
When disturbed, the birds slip quictly over the edge of the nest but then
proceed for a few yards with rather a fussy flight before reaching the ground,

when they soon get out of sight with long hops. Nests sometimes parasitized A
by Vielet Cuckoo, Chalcites xantherhynehus (Baker, JBNHS 17: 755).
Museum Diacyosis.  See Key to the Species and Field Characters.
MEASUREMENTS ¢
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 1
{from skull} 1
q0 74-80 20-21 25-26 4$7-52 mm
(SDR, Baker) S
Weight 5 " 26-32-5; 2 Q@ 9 265, 27g (BB). £ B

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris reddish brown. Bill: upper mandible black, lower
grey. Legs brownish flesh.
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PLATE 69
| Pyceomolis m. gularis, H"'I':‘"i'l"’-""'l Bulbul (1116 : Par v, trabandorecmis, Y elloweheeked Tt 811 .
@ above, 5 Hiypsipetes i. inefieus, Yi ||-"\-'-'l:'-l"n-l o Bulbwad | V1445, 4 Sitta £, fromtalis, Vielvetlronued _"\:ll:lh.'lh I
{1838, 5 _.l',,‘,u',.-llf_u_.- ichela a. bowrdillont, Blackheaded Babblee [1225), 6 Al e B, frororce ffuala, € 1!L-.|3:1'F Habbiler

1390), 7 Pyenonotus priocephalus, Grevheaded Bulbul (1114}, 8 Pellornenm r, olivaceum, Spotted Babbler

{1155).
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Genus PomatToruinus Horsfield

Pomatorhinus Horsfield, 1821, Trans. Linn. Soc. London 13: 164, Type, by monotypy,
Pomatorhinws montanus Horsfield
Principal distinguishing feature is the long, slender bill, as long as or longer
than the head, curved downw: ards, always compressed. Neostrils bare, Feathers of
forchead short and rounded. Tail longer than wing, much graduated, the outer
recirices not exceeding three-quarters the length of the central pair. Noisy sociable
birds. All species lay white, unspotted cggs; nest on or near the ground.

Key to the Specics

Page
A A white supercilium
1 Throat and breast ferruginous or ochraccous, .. ..... P. ferruginosis 145
2  Throat white or whitish
2 Bill-less tham 25 ML ;.o e et vaia i e R P. ruficollis 138
b Bill more than 25 mm
i Crown mostly sIalEaprey. oo aesss s snesnns P, schisticeps 129
O BT R e R R TR e P, ochraceiceps 147
B No white supercilium
3 Flanks fervuginans o e o e T P, erythrogenys 141
4 Flanks slate-grey. o, e P. hypolevcos 144
PomaTorHinus scHIsTICEPS Hodgson
Key to the Subspecies
A Sides of neck chestnut
I Eat-cowstisblack . s s i e r reta e o W aah d P. 1. salimalii 132
2 Ear-coverts slate-grey
a Paler; rufous hind-collar more marked., ... .00 P. 1. eryptanthus 133
b Darker; rufous hind-collar barely indicated
1. Wangover L Dm0, 5 e e o ae Shara s Sl les P. 5. schisticeps 131
TR T R T R L VR T RO - e e s e e P. 5. levcogaster 130
B Sides of neck not chestnut
3 Flanks and under tail-coverts rufcscent olive-brown; no black
edging to plastron
e Above bright Terruginonis: | iy s s s s s e P. 5. melarnres 137
d . Abhove olive DEoWn i s e e i e e e P. 5. koldsworthi 136
4 Flanks and under tail-coverts a cold grey-brown
¢ MNo black edging to plastron
iii General colour olive-Brown .. oo v snoenins P. 5. maderaspatensis 136
iV General colour Grey. s e s v e e aiA R P. 5. ebscurus 133
f A black edging to plastron
v General colour olive-Brown. . . . covevrerne s P. 5. travancoreensis 135
vi Intermediate between iv and ¥.uoveeeeneas oo P 5 horsfieldii 134
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1168. West Himalayan Slatvheaded Scimitar Babbler. Fomatorfinas
.T.".".:r-nh'ﬁ;fu' f:'.'t:'cl_;rri'z.l':'r Gould

Pomatorhinus leweopaster Gould, 1838, Proc. Zool. Soc, London: 137
{Himalayas = Simla)
Pomatorkinus pinwilli Sharpe, 1883, Cat. Bds. Brit. Mus, 7: 413 (NW. Himalayas)
Baker, FBI No. 202, Vol. 1: 208 (= pimwillt)

LoCAL MAMES. None recorded.

size. Between bulbul and myna; length ¢. 22 em (8] in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. Asin 1169, q.v.

sTATUS, DIsTRIBUTION and mapmrrar. Resident, fairly common. Western
Himalayas from Kangra to Garhwal, from the foothills to ¢. 1500 m. Affects

Pomatorhinus schisticeps

] I ! | \
lﬁn [m

Distributional ranges
leucogaster (1168). [ schisticeps (116g). EZFR salimalii (1170).
EES5s enpranthus (1171). obscurus (1172). 3 horsfieldii (1173).
BHES travancoreennis | 1174 ). B maderaspatensis Solidcsserthi (11750,
B clanarus (1157). (r175)-

thick jungle, well-wooded ravines, bamboo thickets and heavy patches of
scrub. Mo scasonal movements.

GENERAL HADITS, FooD and volce. Asin 1169,

BREEDING. Searon, March to August. Nest, domed, made of grass bents,
dead leaves and tendrils, lined with fine rootlets, usually placed on a sloping
bank among herbage, Eggs, 3 or 4, white. Average size of 12 eggs, 254 X
195 mm (Baker).
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Musegvsm Diaowosis.” Like sehisticepr (1169) but smaller and rather more olive-
grey on upperparts and edges of wing, and slightly paler chestnut sides to neck and
body. Not a very distinct form.,

MEASUREMENTS

o' f Wing 85=93 mm, generally ¢, 90-91 mm (Baker).

COLOURS OF DARE PaRTs. Asain 1169,

1169. East Himalayan Slatyheaded Scimitar Babbler. Pomatorhinus
schusticeps schusticeps Hodgson

Pomatorhinus schisticeps Hodgson, 1836, Asiat. Res. 19: 181 (Nepal)
Pomatorhnns assamensis Blyth, 1847, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 16; 451
'f_."'u«!m:n, restricted to the Khast Hlills ]]} “.iE!]I."_-'. :-}1.\:|,|r||,-,i_-.: J.|_'EI||
Baker, FBI No. 199 Vol. 1: 206
Plate 67, fig. 1, facing p. G4

LOCAL NAMES., Pabdoa (Bengali); Phoyewm-ple, Pharresum-pho (Lepcha) ; Bhiakuroh
(Parbuttia) ; Dao-bwku-galas (Cachar).

sizé. Between bulbul and myna; length 22 em (8] in.).
FIELD CHARACTERS, Abave, olive-brown, with dark slaty crown and a
conspicuous  white supercilium
extending well behind the eye;
curved black and yellow bill.
Lores and ear-coverts blackish,
Below, throat, breast and belly
white bordered with chestnut;
% e | lower flanks and under tail-
coverts olive-brown. Sexes alike.

P, ruficellts is smaller and the white below 15 restricied to throat. P erypih-
rogenys hias no supercilium. P. ochraceicepis lacks any chestnut on the sides and
has an orange bill. P. hypolencos has slate-grey flanks and much longer bill
and legs. P. ferruginosus has a coral-red bill.

sTATUS, DISTRIBUTION and maprrar, Resident, locally common. The
Himalayan foothills from Kumaon through Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan and
NETFA to the Dihang river; northern West Bengal (sparingly in the plains),
the Brahmaputra Valley (except for the range of eryplanthus), the hills of
East Pakistan, Assam, Nagaland and Manipur ; from the edge of the plains
to 1500 m. Recorded in winter at 2000 m in Sikkim (Meinertzhagen) and
above 2000 m in Nepal (Smythies). Affects heavy secondary growth, scrub
jl:lu;;]u', umll::r_s::r:;'.'.'ﬂl 11 ﬁ:rvst, and mixed bamboo {orest.

Extralimital. Northwestern Burma (Upper Chindwin district). The species,
including montanus, is found throughout the Indochinese subregion, the
Sunda Islands and Borneo.

CENERAL HamITs. Shy, secretive and a great skulker. In pairs during
the breeding season, otherwise in small parties often in company
with Garrulax ruficollis or Gampsorhynchus rufilur. Keeps 1o dense bushes
rummaging for food among the mulch on the ground or hopping among
ithe unl:ltrgrUWI]‘i. at times ascending trees.

rooD. Insects, small seeds and berries.
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voice and caLrs. Very similar to those of hersfieldin (1173) of the Western
Ghats, q.v. When undisturbed and moving about in quest of food, the birds
keep in touch by constant mellow, gurgling, flute-like calls and other mewing
and churring notes. Ordinary call-note, a double whistle fjoo-tjoo or gouk-gonk ;
alarm, some very loud and shrill calls like kroy-krry-krrd-krro-krri (Heinrvich),
Song, a series of short low whistled notes preceded by a single higher note
Yi=u=y=i-u O wooi-a-ah-hoot, The male is easily attracted by an inutation of
ils song.

BREEDING. Season, from the end of March to June. Nest, domed, egg-
shaped, with the entrance at the smaller end, usually lying on its side, less
olten standing on its broader end. Saucer-shaped nests have been reported
but are exceptional. Usual materials are bamboo leaves and grass blades,
but sometimes others are used such as rootlets, tendrils, strips of bark or
bracken leaves, very loosely interlaced, the nest hardly bearing removal
or handling. Lining is of rootlets and finer grass blades. Location varies
but most often the nest is placed low down in bamboo clumps or thick
bushes up to about one metre, occasionally in a clump of grass or in a bank
at the foot of a tree. Eggs, 3 or 4, rarely 5, white. Average of 100 eggs 26+6 x
19:2 mm (Baker). The birds sit fairly close and when disturbed tumble
out of their nest to the ground, seek refuge in undergrowth, proceeding
by long hops, and within a few moments uitering their low hool-hoot. Both

sexes take part in building and in incubation. Making of nest averages a %
good ten days; incubation period undetermined. {

MusEusm DiAGNOSIE, Seo H:}' to the fiubsiu‘:ci:s.

Young, a dull edition of the adult; slightly browner above and all colours and :’
demarcations less pronounced. Biswas describes a young bird as being reddish olive %'
on upper side; rufous on forchead, rusty on breast and flanks. Primary and tail
characters present. Postjuvenal moult complete. !_

MEASUREMENTS |

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail ﬁ
(from skull) A

ad 98-107 31-32 37 I4-115 mm s
99 93-100 31-32 — 106-110 mm [
(BB, 8A, Fleming) E

|

Weight 15 40 g (SA).

COLOURS OF DARE PARTS. Ins 'g.'i:]lnw. Bill wvellow, black at base of upper
mandible; gape of juvenile bright yellow, Legs and feet plumbeous (HW); o
grevish brown, @ bluish slate (SDR),

1170. Mishmi Slatyheaded Scimitar Babbler. Pomatorhinus schisticeps
salimalii Ripley

Patnetorkinus montanus salimalii Ripley, 1948, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington 61 101
(Tezu, Mishmi Hills, NE. Assam)
Mot in Baker, FBI

rocaL Names. None recorded.
sizé. Between bulbul and myna; length ¢. 22 em (8} in.).
FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1169, q.v. See Museum Diagnosis,

S

Ty
-t
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STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and mamtat. Resident. Mishmi Hills, NEFA.
Aftects thick underbrush in evergreen forest,

CENERAL HADITS, FOOD and voice. Asin 1169,

BREEDING. A% in |16Y,

Museum Dhacnosis, Compared to sehistieeps hns a darker, more blackish eap
and black ear-coverts. Owverall darker rufescent with darker wing-coverts and cdges
of wing-leathers than crytanths,

MEASUREMENTS

2 g Wing M, 97; bill (from skull) 31, 33; tail 95, 99 mm (SDR).

COLOURS OF BARE ParTs, Iris pale red. Bill: upper mandible yellow, black at

]_]_‘htr"', l-:l-'.l. cr '!.'l']ll.rh.". I.f'!:h Il!'mh'n_ '|-|_'4_'I, |:,I:|'|:_'1I.'.

1171, Lakhimpur Slatyheaded Scimitar Babbler. Pomatorlinus
selasticeps eryptanthus Hartert

Parmatorhinus schisticeps erypbanthus Flartert, 1915, Bull, Brit. Orn. Cl. 36: 35
(Margherita, Assam)
Baker, FBI No. 200, Vol. 1: 207

LOCAL NaMES. None recorded.

size. Between bulbul and myna; length ¢, 22 em (81 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. Asin 1169, q.v. See Museum Diagnosis.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT, Resident, plentiful in the foothills,
sparingly in the [':IJ..'l.rtl.\. MNorth T;:il-ahi[uphl.r Division of Assam, from I_}iln'u;;.;u'h
to Margherita. Aflects bamboo juug]u:, dense serub and EVCTErecL forest.

GENERAL HABRITS, Foob and wvoice. Asin 1169,

BREEDING. Asin 1169,

Museusm IDiacwosis. Like schisticgps but rufous hind-collar more marked. For
ditincton {ram salimalic see 1170,

MEASUREMENTS. As in schisficeps,

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Irns crange-yellow. Legs dark slate.

1172. Mount Abu Scimitar Babbler. Pomatorfinus schisticeps obscurns
Hume

Pomatorhinus Obsereres Hume, 1872, Stray Feathers 1: 7 (AMount Aboa)
Baker, FBI No. 207, Val. 1: 211

LocAaL Names. None recorded.
sizé. Between bulbul and myna; length ¢, 22 em (8} in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1174, q.v. See Muscum Diagnosis.

sTATUS, DISTRIBUTION and manrrar. Resident, locally common. South-
western Rajasthan (Mount Abu and adjacent parts of Aravalli Range),
northern Gujarat (including Saurashtra in the Gir forest — Dharmakumar-
sinhji, JBNHS 48: 188), intergrading with forsfieldit south to the Tapti river;
Madhya Pradesh in the Vindhya and Satpura ranges east to Balaghat,
but eastern limit needs re-determining. Confined to the hills. Affects bamboo
groves, thorn jungle, deciduous and semi-evergreen forest.

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and voice. Asin 1169,
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BREEDING. Season, April to June. Nest and eges, asin 1174,

Museum Diacwosis, Like horsfieldii (1173) but everywhere paler, more smoky
grey; no black band separating white of breast from upper plumage. Bill longer
and larger.

Young, like that of kersfieldii but reflects the racial differences.

MEASUREMENTS

7 @9 Bill (from skull) 32-35 mm (HW); other measurements as in horsfieldii.

cOLOURS oF BARE parTs. [Iris dark red. Bill dirty vellow, blackish en the ridge
at base of upper mandible. Legs and feet dark greenish plumbeous.

1173. Deccan Scimitar Babbler. Pomatorkinus schisticeps horsfeldn
Sykes

Fomatorhinus horsfieldin Svkes, 1832, Proc. Fool. Soc. London: 89
(Mahableshwar, Western Ghats)
Baker, FBI No. 206, Val. 1: 210

Local Mames. None recorded.

s1ize. Between bulbul and myna; length ¢. 22 em (8} in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. Asin 1174, q.v. See Museum Diagnosis.

sTATUS, DisTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, locally common. Southern
Gujarat from the Tapti river south through Maharashtra in the Wesiern
Ghats complex to Goa and northern Mysore (Londa) (intergrades with
pbscuris in the north and fravancorcensis in the south); eastern Orissa hills
from about Hindol (e. 21°N. lat.) south through the Eastern Ghats complex
to the Krishna river in eastern Andhra Pradesh where it i;lllt;rg:';l.{lu_'a with
maderaspatensis. From the foothills 1o ¢. 1000 m. Aflects bamboo patches,
thorn scrub, dense bush jungle, deciduous and evergreen forest.

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and voice. As in 1174. A mellow fluty eop-
pi-pi-pi or cop-fi-pia-pi-pi.

BREEDING. Season, February to May. Nest and eggs, as in 1174, Average
size of 24 eggs 25-7 % 19-4 mm (Baker).

Museus Diaanosis, Less grey than ebscwrms, less richly coloured than frovas-
coreensis and intermediate between the two) back dark earthy brown; dark edge of
plastron blackish brown.

Young (immature), crown uniform dark elive-brown without the black lateral
streaks; upperparts more guldl:n olive-brown, especially on wings and coverts;
white feathers of lower throat with faint black tips; black edging to plastron replaced
by bright ferruginous and cnnli:uling behind as a diffused nuchal collar; remainder
of lower plumage washed and mottled with rulous. This plumage, 1n a more accentu-
ated form, resembles that of adults of the Himalayan races of P. schisticeps.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Eall Tarsus Tail
{from skull)
a'g’ 91=100 20-35 51-35 45-102 mm
Q9 89-93 2935 31-33 02-108 mm
(5A, HW)

Weight 12 g* @ 33-53 (av. 43) g— 5A.
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coLours oF BARE rArTS. Adule. Iris reddish brown, Bill orange with variable
amount of dark brown at base of upper mandible ; mouth pink. Legs and feet dusky
plumbeous; soles lemon-yellow. Young. Lewer mandible and tip of upper mandible

pinkish flesh; base of upper mandible horny; gape pinkish flesh, Legs and [eet
plumbeous.

1174, Kerala Scimitar Babbler. f’.?.l.ua:l.!'pnl'.'r'rlrm' J(.f.:f_-rn'crps
travancorednsis Hari ngton

Pomataorhinus horsfieldii irapancoreensis Harington, 1914, Jour. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc.
23: 333 [Peermell { = Pecrmed), Travancore]
Baker, FBI MNo. 208, Vol. 1: 211

LocaL Name. Cholakkuiuvan (Malayalam).

size, Between bulbul and myna; length ¢, 22 em (8] in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. A dark olive-brown and white babbler of the
undergrowth with conspicuous white supercilium, white throat, breast and
centre of belly, and a long, curved yellow bill. Sexes alike.

sTATUS, DISTRIBUTION and mapTaT. Common resident. The Western
Ghats and associated hills of southwest India from Goa and northern
Mysore (where it intergrades with horsfieldii) south through western Mysore,
Kerala and western Tamil Nadu. From almost sea level to the highest
elevations (up to 2400 m in the Nilgiris). Affects evergreen and deciduous
forest, patches of Strobilanthes, thorn and Lanfana scrub, bamboo jungle
and cardamom sholas,

GENERAL HABITS. Very clusive. Found in pairs during the breeding
scason, otherwise in small parties of four to ten, cither by themselves or
in association with mixed hunting parties. Rummages under dense under-
growth in search of insects, flicking aside or turning over dead leaves or
digging vigorously in the mulch with the long bill; also hops along moss-
covered branches or up the trunks of trees in this quest, diving into the
undergrowth when alarmed.

roon, Largely insects, grubs, spiders; also berries and flower-nectar.

voicE and carrs. Very similar to those of the Himalayan races (see
1169). Members of a flock or pairs keep in touch by mellow bubbling
or gurgling calls and duets: a musical flute-like wot-ho-ho-ho (oo-pi-pfi or
po-pi-pi-pia) (male) immediately followed by the subdued reply of the
female kriikri or krokdnt, so promptly that it sounds like the ending of the
same phrasc. Alarm, a sharp kir-r-r-r.

BREEDING. JSeason, overall October to May, chielly November to March.
Nest, like that of the nominate race (q.v.) : a loosely built ball of dead leaves,
occasionally of moss, about 17 em in diameter, lined with fine grasses or
rootlets. Placed on the ground, on a sloping bank or under a bush; oc-
casionally off the ground in a bush. Eggs, 3 or 2, white. Average size of
20 eggs 25-6 » 18-8 mm (Baker). Both sexes share in building, incubation
{?) and tending the young. Incubation period undetermined.

Musevs Diaonoss. Like horsfieldii but upperparts a richer olive-brown; head

darker than the back; plastron edged by a broad black band (v. narrow and blackish
brown in horsfieldii) ; bill shorter.
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MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)
alal O90-104 27-38 33-35 Q4—-107 mum
g9 85-98 28-33 33 (2) 93-100 mm

(5A, HW)
COLOURS OF BARE PAarTs. Iris reddish brown. Bill vellow, basal hall of culmien
including nostrils horny brown; mouth pinkish flesh, Legs and feet slaty or greyish
brown; claws horny brown.

1175. Tamil Nadu Scimitar Babbler. Pomatorhinus schisticeps
maderaspatensis Whistler

Pomatorfinus horsfieldii maderaspatensis Whistler, 1936, Jour, Bombay nat. Hist. Soc.
38 699 (Kurumbapatti, Salem District, Madras)
Not in Baker, FBI

LOCAL mames. Admdla pitta, Dasari pitta (Telugu).

size. Between bulbul and myna; length ¢. 22 em (81 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. Asin 1174, q.v. Sec Museum Diagnosis.

sTATUS, DISTRIBUTION and masrat. Common resident. The southern
Eastern Ghats and associated hills in Andhra and Tamil Nadu, from the
Krishna river south to the Cauvery river; from the foothills to the highest
elevations. In same biotope as fravancoreensis.

GENERAL HABITS, rooD and voice. Asin 1174,

BREEDING. Asin 1174

Museum Disgrosis.  Like horsfieldis but lacks the black edge to the white plastron.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Ball Tarsus Tail
(from skull)
ag 89-100 29-33 31-35 94-103 mm
QQ 90-98 30-33 31-34 91-98 mm
(5A)

Weight 7 o @ (June-Aug.) 43-50 (av, 47-8) g — SA.
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris reddish brown. Bill erange-yellow, a variable
arca of dark brown at base of culmen; mouth pink. Legs and feet dusky plumbeaus:

soles lemon-vellow,

1176. Common Ceylon Scimitar Babbler. Pomatorkinus schisticeps
holdsworthi Whistler

Pomatorfhinus horsfeldis holdnvorthi Whastler, 1942, Bull. Brit. Orn. Cl. 62: 5]1-2
(Ohiya, Ceylon)
Nat in Baker, FBI

LocaL Name.  Parandel-burulli (Sinhala).
sizé. Between bulbul and myna; length ¢. 22 em (8] in.).
FIELD CHARACTERS. Asin 1174, q.v. See Museum Diagnosis.
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STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and masrrar, Common resident. Ceylon in the
castern hills and low-country Dry zone, from the plains to 1800 m. Affects
deciduous and evergreen lorest and well-wooded gardens.

GEMERAL MARITS and Foop, Asin 1174,

volck and caris, A variety of chirps and rattles uttered while feeding
or when hlla]'l']'-iil.lllln: other noows are pop frofi=-Brrr and a lll.‘l‘.l'l p.'u[lur;l.] i:.‘nrh
wohorro, Pairs hil:l_!: in ¢|Ill:.'r‘i', sonorous and '[".l'.:':l.ﬁ.:l.ll;l. notes j'J.r.'.rfJ-r:-j‘m.'rp
(male) answered by a quict ka-kree (female) (Henry).

BREEDING. Season, November to June, chicfly February to April. Nest,
iarn LJJJ'!iil'g.', rather t]L_‘:';L J_ft':l'.r:',l.!i'g." semi-tlomed cup of I;I,i_'i','l,':.'ill,g' leaves or
dead grass, mixed with plant stems, rootlets or strips ol bark. In some
nests the dome is well made, in others almost |.|_1'|qi||_q; a scanty 1i|1.-|11.jl_: of
rootlets, grass or dead leaves. Placed almost on the ground at the base of
cardamom plants or other low vegetation, or among dead leaves at the
foot of a bank, occasionally in crevices and hollows in trunks of trees or
in bushes, 30 to 60 em above the ground, exceplionally up to 180 cn (once).
Eggs, 3 sometimes 2, white. Average size of 32 eggs, 25:1 % 18:6 mm
(Baker)

Museum Dhacnosis. Like mefamwrns (1177) but upperparts, flanks and wings
olivaceous brown instead of rufous olive-brown ; crown and tail nearly black. Differs
from the south Indian races in having the flanks, vent and under tail-coverts
olive-brown instead of prev-brown, Also lacks the black :'lh.;in.;; to the plastron like
maderaspatensis. Complete moult takes place berween the end of June and the begin-
ning of December.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tanl
(from skull)
g'g 87-94 26-29 30-33 B85~ mm
v 82-88 27-29 J0=32 H2-8306 mm
(HW)

COLOURS OF BARE ParTS. Iris reddish brown: orbital region dull blue, Ball
}'I’."]t:l'l.'.'. b]LLﬁ']-.i"]l at |:I.|:1'|' nl’ I.Jl'ii‘:l:'f ]'I'I.'ll'lll'!lllrl:'. I_.I;'I.;n .|.|:|1J III_'i_"[ |I[LIr1i|'J'l.'lHL!'i grr.:'!.'_

1177, Southern Ceylon Scimitar Babbler. Pomaltorhinus schisticeps
melanurus Blyth

FPomaterhinus melanurus Blyth, 1847, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 16: 481
[Uragaha (restricted by Whistler), Ceylon]
Baker, FBI Mo, 209, Vol. 1: 212

LocAL NAME., Parandel-kurulld (Sinhala).

FIELD CHARACTERS. Asin 1174, q.v. See Museum Diagnosis.

sTATUS, DISTRIBUTION and mapTar. Common resident. {':t:}'lun. i the
low-country Wet zone and western hill zone from the hills east of Matale
south through the Peak range to the Sinharadja Forest area, west to Uragaha
and cast to Ratnapura. From the plains to ¢. 2000 m. Affects moist-deciduous
and evergreen forest.

GENERAL HABITS and roop. Asin 1174

sizé. Between bulbul and myna; length ¢ 22 cm (81 in.).
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voicE and cavis. Asin 1176.

BREEDING. Asin 1176.

Museum Diaonosis.  Differs from the south Indian races in having the flanks,
vent and under tail-coverts rufous olive-brown instead of grey-brown. Also lacks the
black edging to plastron like maderaspatensis. Differs from holdseorthi in having the
upperparts, flanks and wings rufous olive-brown.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
{(from skull)
4 I 88-90 28 31-33 B4-89 mm
1 9 86 28 31 84 mm
(HW)

COLOURS OF DARE PARTS. As in holdneorthi.

PouaTorumus ruricorLis Hodgson

Key to the Subspecies

Page
A Upperparts olive-brown.i.ovcciaeviviiainai vens simess ot baker 144
B Upperparis ruddy brown
L [ R A s s e e s P. r. godiwini 139
2 Lecss richly coloured, more rusty tinge below....... ... P. r. ruficollis 138 i ,
1178, Nepal Rufousnecked Scimitar Babbler. Pomatorhinus ruficollis w
riificollis Hodgson s |
Pomatorfinus ruficollis Hodgson, 1836, Asiat. Res. 19: 182 £
(MNepal, restricted to Kathmandu Valley by Ripley, Synopsis) X 3
Baker, FBI No. 214, Vol. 1: 216 !
LOCAL NaMES. None recorded. "
size. Bulbul +; length . 19 em (7} in.). ¥
FIELD CHARAGTERS. Above, olive-brown; a conspicuous white supercilium .
from bill to nape; a black band from lores to car-coverts; a rufous-chestnut :
patch on sides of neck. Below, throat white, rest of underparts rusty brown, .
the breast streaked with white. Bill shorter, less curved than in other scimitar o8
babblers. Sexes alike. For distinction from other scimitar babblers, see E
1169, £
sTATUS, DISTRIBUTION and mamrar. Resident, with some downwards \ __‘ E
31

movement in winter; locally common. The Himalayas from Kumaon

(Almora and Lohaghat) east through western and central Nepal to the

Arun-Kosi; from 1400 to 3300 m, descending in winter as low as 800 m.

Affects thick forest, or open forest with dense undergrowth and scrub on ;

hillsides. :
GENERAL HABITS. In pairs during the breeding season, otherwise in

small parties of a hall-dozen individuals, sometimes in company with

other babblers, working over areas of twenty or thirty metres across, usually It »
foraging on the ground where they noisily throw up dead leaves while st -

looking for food. Occasionally clings upside down, like a woodpecker or
nuthatch, on the underside of a moss-covered branch in the quest. Very
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shy; when disturbed, flics up into thicker cover, soon descending to the
ground again to resume activities. Often futters up into a lm'gl_:r bush and
stands flirting its tail, or gradually hopping further up towards the top
of the bush and then flying down into lower bushes again. Flight rather
]||'.11.'1_.' andd 1]:L!:.I,i.[l|.'_\',

roOn.  Insects and i uhbs,

voice and carrs. Has the same range of harsh churring notes and
pleasant flute-like calls as other scimitar babblers. When questing for mate
which has become scparated, utters a double-noted call very reminiscent
of the Redvented Bulbul, but louder and with a thrush-like clearness,
repeated persisiently every few seconds while hopping around, in obvious
expectancy of an answer (SA). Another call rendered as pra — pre-deeced
(Fleming). For description of song, see 1179,

BREEDING. oeason, April to June. Nest and epgs, as in bakert (1180).

Museus Diacwosis. The nominate subspecies dillers from podiini (1179} in
being less richly coloured above and with a more rusty tinge below. Tarsus and
hindelaw shorter.

Young (immature), like adult but upperparts, tail, edges of wings and.streaks of
underparts more rufous, less olive, Primary and tail characters present; postjuvenal
moult eamplete. Subadult more rusty above than adult,

Note: This species is much subject to foxing; old skins become very rufous and
look more distinct from [resh skins than [rom other races {Whistler).

MEASUTREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Hindclaw Thail
{from skull)
ag Tb6-H3 22-23 31-34 11-12 80-87 mm
(Kinnear)
g 74-83 23-25 - — 8486 mm
2 e 73-B4 2324 - - B0-91 mum

(BB, Fleming)
COLOURS OF BARE rarts. Iris & pale red to crimson, §@ reddish brown to
pale brown; eyelids plumbeous. Bill: upper mandible black with yellow tip; lower
yellow or yellowish white, Legs brown, feet slate; soles dull yellow.

-

1179. Sikkim Rufousnecked Scimitar Babbler. Pomatorfinus ruficollis
podwini Kinnear
Pomatorhinns ruficollis podiint Kinnear, 1944, This 86; 79
If(fhl.lngk;l.r, Trashigong-Duwengiri Road, SE, Bhatan, G000 It)
Not in Baker, FBI
Vol. 7, plate 73

LOCAL NAME, Bhigkuroh (Parbatiyva).

sizé. DBulbul 4 ; length ¢. 19 em (7} in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. Asin 1178, q.v. See Muscum Diagnosis.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and maprrar, Common resident, with some
downwards movement in winter. Eastern Nepal from the Arun-Kosi east
through Sikkim, Bhutan, south Tibet and NEFA to the Dafla Hills (and
presumably farther cast though records are lacking). Of the scimitar
babblers, this species occupies the highest zone — from 1500 to 3000 m,
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optimum zone ¢. 1800-2400 m. Descends in winter to 700 m, but has
also been recorded as high as 3000 m at this season. Affects thick forest,
scrub-covered hillsides, rhododendron shrubs and bracken at the higher
altitudes, tea-gardens and edges of jungle near them,

GENERAL HAPRITS and roop. Asin 1178.

volce and carrs. Frequently indulge in what seems to be calling and
answering each other, several individuals joining in. Call a solt, musical,
double- or 1rip1:_:-nr}1t:d 4.|J|'f'.lz on or rﬂ"—d:r-un {:1-.‘.&.‘:'“[ 171 |!£|r;l reminiscent of
call of Redvented Bulbul (Pycnonotus cafer — 1128), invariably followed
by female’s prompt squeak in response (SA). Song varied but with one or
two phrases forming the basis of the theme: pouki-wurki pouki-wurki (rising)
or prrurti-witen-witen (falling), these notes with variations often combined
into phrases of fair length (Lister). A common call [same as first ?] consists
of threce whistled notes, the first being accentuated, the second on the
same tone, the third about three tones lower ; when heard at a short distance,
reminds one of some cuckoo’s call (Heinrich).

BREEDING. Season, April to June. Nest and eggs, as in 1180, Average
size of 13 eggs 24 x 17-9 mm (Baker).

Museum Diacxosis.  More richly coloured than ruffieallis; rusty tinge below much
reduced. Tarsus (?) and hindelaw longer.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Hindclaw Tail
(from skull)
aa TE-86 22-26 30-34 12-14 81-95 mm
oQ T76-86 22-24 30-37 12-15 80-92 mm

(Kinnear, SA)
Weight 8 " 30-39 (av. 33:1); 5 9 @ 26-35 (av. 30-2) g — SA,
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris reddish brown. Bill vellow, basal two-thirds of
upper mandible black. Legs and feet brownish plumbeous,

1180. Cachar Rufousnecked Scimitar Babbler. Pomatorhinus ruficollis
bakert Harington

Pomatorkinus ritheollis bakeri Harington, 1914, Jour. Bombay nat. Hist, Soc. 23; 336
[Shillong, Khasia Hills)
Pomatorkinus ruficollis recter Koelz, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional Exploration, No. 1:
4 (Blue Mountain, Lushai Hills, Assam)
Baker, FBI No. 215, Vel. 1: 217

LocAal Name, - Mofi-mera (Angami Naga).

sizé. Bulbul £ ; length 19 em (71 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. Asin 1178, q.v. See Muscum Diagnosis.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, locally common. The
hills of Assam, Nagaland, Manipur and East Pakistan, from 900 to 1500 m.
Affects evergreen forest with dense undergrowth, open bamboo jungle,
scrub-covered hillsides and thickets in scrub pastures.

Extralimital. Extends to southwest Burma (on Mt Victoria mostly between
2000 and 3000 m). The species ranges east to North Vietnam, Hainan,
Formosa and north to Hupeh.
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CENERAL HABITS, FooD and voice. Asin 1178,

BREEDING, Season, April to July. Nest, domed, made of bamboo leaves,
each layer at right angle to the next, some fern leaves and grass, sometimes
strengthened with a few roots or weed-stems, but usually without bi.n.ding
and easily [alling 1o pieces when moved; lined with rootlets. Most nests
are placed on sloping ground, sometimes low down in bushes, rarely above
onge metre. Humid tree-forest with a good deal of undergrowth is preferred
as a site, Eggs, 3 1o 5, generally 4, white. Average size of 50 epgs 23-4 x
174 mm (Baker). Birds sit close and when disturbed leap away into cover,
generally remaining in the vicinity, every now and then giving an impatient
hoot-hoot or chuckle.

Museusm Diacnosis:.  Differs from godwimi in being paler and olive-brown above
rather than rufous-brown; below more fulvous,

MEASUREMENTS

Wing 10 Jtag® 77=84: 9 9 9 75=79 mm (Heinrich).

Weight 2 g'g® 31, 32; 2 @ @ 27, 29 g (3DR).

COLOURS OF DARE PARTS.  Iris dull marcon. Bill pale yellow, dusky to about the
nostrils. Legs and feet pale grey-flesh (HLW).

POMATORIINUS ERYTHROGENYS Vigors

Key to the Subspecies

Page

A Plianks GIEOEGIE 2L e e e i s e e e e P. e. meclellandi 143
B Flanks rusty

L RTINS WM o e v hor e R ke, B 8. pEATRLALF A o b . P. e erylhrogenys 41

2 Throat greyish R i o ro sl o L VL 143

1181, 1182, West Himalayan Rustycheecked Scimitar Babbler.
Pomatorkinis rr_].'!.l':rrr_:_;r:l.:_]'_a' f:_j.'n'.-r:.r-g"r.rl_l..'r \'ignl'ﬁ

Pomatorhinus erythrogemys Vigors, 1832, Proc. Zool, See. London: 172
{Himalayas = Simla-Almora area)
Pomatorhinus Fermigilatus Hodpson, 1836, Asiat. Res, 195 180 (Nepal)®
Baker, FBI No. 219, Vel. 1: 220
Plate 70, fig. 5, facing p. 176

LocAL Nasmes, Bdn-bdbra (Mussooree) ; Khokiya bfefura (Nepal).

sizé. Myna -4 ; length ¢. 25 cm (10 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. Jbove, olive-brown; below, lores, sides of head, neck,
flanks, thighs and under tail-coverts rusty; rest ol underparts mostly white.
Long curved bill and light-coloured iris. Sexes alike. For distinction from
other scimitar babblers, see 1169,

STATUS, DISTRIDUTION and HapiTaT. Common resident. The western
Himalayas from the Jhelum wvalley (Murree) east to west Nepal, inter-
grading extensively in central Nepal with karingtoni; from 450 to 2200 m,

1 Most of Nepal is oceupied by a variable, intergrading population ; it appears unnecessary
to uphold the name ferrupilams [ 1182), See Biswas, 1962, JBNHS 59: 202-3; and Fleming &
Traylor, 1904, Fieldiana 35: 528-9,
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optimum zone ¢. 1800-2400 m. Descends in winter to 700 m, but has
also been recorded as high as 3000 m at this season. Affects thick forest,
scrub-covered hillsides, rhododendron shrubs and bracken at the higher
altitudes, tea-gardens and edges of jungle near them.

GENERAL HARITS and roon. Asin 1178,

voice and carrs. Frequently indulge in what scems to be calling and
answering cach other, several individuals joining in. Call a soft, musical,
double- or triple-noted of'n on or off-an-en (accent on off) reminiscent of
call of Redvented Bulbul (Pyenonotus cafer — 1128), invariably followed
by female’s prompt squeak in response (SA). Song varied but with one or
two phrases forming the basis of the theme: pouki-wurki pouki-tourki (rising)
or prrurti-wilen-witen (falling), these notes with variations often combined
into phrases of [air length (Lister), A common call [same as first /| consisis
of three whistled notes, the first being accentuated, the second on the
same tone, the third about three tones lower; when heard at a short distance,
reminds one of some cuckoo’s call (Heinrich).

BREEDING. Season, April to June. Nest and eggs, as in 1180, Average
size of 13 eges 24 % 17-9 mm (Baker).

Museust Diacxosis.  More richly coloured than ruffeollis; rusty tinge below much
reduced. Tarsus (7)) and hindelaw longer.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Rill Tarsus Hindeclaw Tail
(from skull)
ga T8-86 22-26 30-34 12-14 81-95 mm
gQ T6-86 22-24 30-37 12-15 B0-92 mm

(Kinnear, SA)
Weight 8 g'c? 30-39 {av. 33:1); 5 9 9 26-35 (awv. 30-2) g — SA.
COLOURS OF mare PARTS. Iris reddish brown. Bill yellow, basal two-thirds of
upper mandible black. Legs and feet brownish plumbeous.

1180, Cachar Rufousnecked Ei:im.iti.t' Babbler. Pomatorkinus ruficollis
bakeri Harington

Pomatorhinus ritficollis bakeri Harington, 1914, Jour. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc. 23: 336
(Shillong, Khasia Hills)
Pomatorhinus ruficollis recter Koclz, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional Exploration, No. 1:
4 (Blue Mountain, Lushai Hills, Assam)
Baker, FBI No. 215, Veol. 1: 217

LocaL NAME.  Moh-mera (Angami Naga).

sizé. Bulbul £+ ; length 19 em (7] in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. Asin 1178, q.v. See Muscum Diagnosis.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, locally common. The
hills of Assam, Nagaland, Manipur and East Pakistan, from 900 to 1500 m.
Affects evergreen forest with dense undergrowth, open bamboo jungle,
scrub-covered hillsides and thickets in scrub pastures.

Extralimital. Extends to southwest Burma (on Mt Victoria mostly between
2000 and 3000 m). The species ranges east to North Vietnam, Hainan,
Formosa and north to Hupeh.
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CENERAL HARITS, FOoOD and voice. Asin 1178.

BREEDING, Season, April to July. Nest, domed, made of bamboo leaves,
each layer at right angle to the next, some fern leaves and grass, sometimes
strengthened with a few roots or weed-stems, but 'llﬁl.i.'l.]]}’ without I}'lli.l:“!lug
and casily [alling 1o 1:it‘t'i'5 when moved ; lined with rootlets. Most nests
are placed on sloping ground, sometimes low down in bushes, rarely above
one metre, Humid tree-forest with a good deal of undergrowth is preferred
as a site. FEpes, 3 to 5, penerally 4, white. Average size of 50 eggs 234 X
174 mm (Baker). Birds sit close and when disturbed leap away into cover,
generally remaining in the vicinity, every now and then giving an impatient
hoot-hoot or chuckle.

Museust IMacwosis.  Differs from godiving in being paler and olive-brown above
rather than rufous-brown: below more fulvous.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing 10 g 77-84; 9 9 9 75-79 mm (Heinrich).

Weaght 2 g 31, 32:2 Q9 27. 29 E (SDR).

COLOURS OF DARE PARTS. Iris dull marcon. Bill pale yellow, dusky to about the
nostrils. Legs and feet pale grey-flesh (HW).

PoMATORHINUS ERYTHROGENYS Vigors

Key to the Subspecies

Mame

A Flanks olivareoids: . . o eiss e ismnaes sy v ool e meclellandi 143
B Flanks rusty

I Thrat whithl - o s e et cenenens Pugo erythrogenys 141

2 Throat greyih o vl weineadn s e e e e B Raringlont 143

1181, 1182, West Himalayan Rustychecked Scimitar Babbler.

Pomatorhinus erythrogenys erythrogenys Vigors

Pomalarfiinus Ty thropenys Vigors, 1832, Proc. £ool, Soc. London: 172
{Himalayas = Simla-Almora area)
Pomalorhinins Ferrugilatus Hodgson, 1836, Asiat. Res, 19: 180 (Nepal)!
Baker, FBI No. 219, Vol. 1: 220
Plate 70, fig. 5, facing p. 176

LOCAL MaMes., Bdan-bikra (Mussooree); Khokiva bhekrra (Mepal).

size. Myna =; length ¢, 25 cm (101n.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. Above, olive-brown; below, lores, sides of head, neck,
flanks, thighs and under tail-coverts rusty; rest of underparts mostly white.
Long curved bill and light-coloured iris. Sexes alike. For distinetion from
other scimitar babblers, see 1169,

sTATUS, DIsTRIBUTION and nasrrar. Common resident. The western
Himalayas from the Jhelum valley (Murree) cast to west Nepal, inter-
grading extensively in central Nepal with karingtoni; from 450 to 2200 m,

t Most of Nepal is occupicd by a variable, intergrading population § it appearns unnecessary
to uphold the name ferrpilatus (1182), Sce Biswas, 1962, JBNHS 59: 202-3; and Fleming &
Traylor, 1964, Freldiana 35: 528-9,
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occasionally higher (up to 2700 m above Chakrata). Inhabits thick scrub
at the edge of forest and bramble thickets, dense overgrown nullahs and
bush-clad grassy hillsides. Avoids heavy forest.

GENERAL MABITS. Spends most of its time on the ground among [allen
leaves but at times will ascend trees with thrush-like hops. Mostly in pairs
in summer, in parties of half a dozen in winter. When perched on a branch,
the head and curved bill are held up while the tail droops down and jerks
when the head is moved from side to side.

roop. Insects, larvae, chrysalises, seeds and berries.

voice and carts. Sing in ducts. The male with neck upstretched utters
a loud melodious whistle cue-pee or Q-P (accent on first syllable) and is
promptly answered by the female invariably in close attendance, with
kip or quip. The female’s response follows so immediately that the three
syllables sound as a single call coming from the same bird thus, ¢-p . . quip,
g-p . . quip, and so on (SA); also rendered as fook-took-feek. This duetting
continues during the year except at nesting time when the female often
fails to respond. See also 1184, Alarm-note, a gurgling guoik answered
by the female’s chur; also a variety of loud harsh quick-repeated chattering
che-che-che-che notes like a jay's (Garrulus) when agitated.

BREEDING. Secason, from mid March to June. Nest, domed or sometimes
cup-shaped when well protected by thick foliage or projecting rock. Made
of grass, dead fern or bamboo leaves sparingly lined with fibres. Placed
on sloping ground in an earth pocket or under the shelter of a bush, rock
or tussock of grass, looking very like a natural accumulation of rubbish.
Breeds much more in the open than is usual with other scimitar babblers.
Eggs, normally 3, white. Average size of 30 eggs 27-9 x 20-3 mm (Baker).
Both sexes take part in nest-building, incubation and feeding the young.
Incubation period undetermined.

In a pair observed, copulation followed invitation by the @ raising open
and vibrating her wings, one at a time, uttering a solt chut-ak, chut-ik,
chut-itk, ete. and lowering the forepart of her body whereupon the male
hopped onto her back. The act, with the same preliminaries, was repeated
after ¢. 10 minutes, both birds collecting nest material in the interval (SA).

Musgum Diacnosis.  Differs from haringtoni in being paler above and having
the throat white. Nepal birds are intermediate and highly varable.

Young (immature), like adult but all rusty parts paler. Upperparts, edges of

i

wings and coverts have a rusty wash. Primary and tail characters present; postjuvenal ,-s
moult complete. B =
MEASUREMENTS ,I.‘
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail g
(from skull) 18
aa 95-101 36-39 36-38 96-108 mm 5
Q0 90-96 35-39 — 96-99 mm & =
(Rand & Fleming, SDR, BB) ':i
- 3

coOLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris grevish white. Bill greyish or pale horny brown,
ivory white at base of lower mandible. Legs and feet fAeshy brown,
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1183, Sikkim Rustychecked Scimitar Babbler. Pomatorfiinus
erythropenys haringtoni Baker
Pomatorhinus haringtoni Baker, 1914, Bull. Brit. Orn. Cl. 33: 123 {Darjeeling)
Baker, FBI No. 220, Vol. 1: 220
LOCAL MNAMES, 1-'-I."':::---rllal'-_,"-.".'nj 'Il.l'|_||"|L..::; f.-nll:..".[r.'J fhekura |;NL'|_I.I.1_:I,
sizé. Myna +; length e, 25 em (10 in.).
FIELD CHARACTERS, Asin 1181, q.v. See Muscum Diagnosis.
sTaTus, DISTRIBUTION and manrrar. Resident, locally common. East
Mepal (intergrading extensively in cemtral Nepal with erpthrogenys), Sikkim,
northern West Bengal duars, and Bhutan; from the foothills to ¢. 2100 m.
Affects dense scrub on the edpge of forest and about abandoned eultivation,
ravines and scrub-covered hillsides.
GENERAL manrts and roop. Asin 118],
voIce and caris. See 1181 and 1184,
BREEDING. JSeason, April to June. Nest and eges, as in 118
Museum Diacxosis. Like erpthrogenys but darker olive above; ferruginons parts
darker, nearer chestnut; throat, chin and upper breast dusky grey with whitish
edocs.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Ball Tarsus Tal
(from skull)
aa 92-99 3439 3640 91-103 mm
2 Q9 a8, 93 34, 35 33, 3b 96 (1) mm
(SA)

Weight 8 ' 62-70; 3 @ ¢ 59-G1 g (SA, BB).

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris creamy or greyish white. Bill brownish flesh,
dark brown for about half basal portion. Legs and feet brownish fesh; claws pale
horny. Not different from other races.

1184. Assam Rustychecked Scimitar Babbler. Pomatorhinus
erythrogenys meelellandi Godwin-Austen

Pomatorfunus MoClellandi Godwin-Austen, 1873, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 39: 103,

pl. 2 (Khasia Hills)
Pomatorhinus evptiirogenys erythrotis Koelz, 1952, Jour. Zool. Soc. India 4; 38
(Barong, Manipur)
Baker, FBI No. 221, Vol. 1: 221

LOCAL NAME. [Dao-gurrim bukn (Cachari).

sizé. Myna +; length ¢. 25 cm (10 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. Asin 1181, q.v. Sec Museum Diagnosis.

§TATUS, DISTRIBUTION and mapiTaT. Resident, locally common. NEFA
and the hills of Assam, Nagaland, Manipur and East Pakistan; from 750
1o 1800 m and probably higher in NEFA and in the Naga Hills. On Mt
Victoria (Burma) it is found between 1400 and 2400 m, exceptionally up
to 2600 m. Affects dry or moist forest, scrub jungle, secondary growth
in clearings or abandoned cultivation,

Extralimital. Extends to western Burma, The species ranges north to
Shensi and east to North Vietnam and Formosa.
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GENERAL HABITS and roop. Asin 1181,

voice and carrs. The song is a two-syllabled rather deep and strong
whistle, the first note being about four tones higher than the second
(Heinrich), also answered without interruption by the female’s third
note quip. See 1181, The bird often sings for long periods of time from
the crown of a tall wree, so well hidden however that it is almost impossible
to discover.
" BREEDING. Seasom, April to June. Nest, as in 1181. Eggs, 3 or 4, white.
Average of 40 eggs 26:5 % 19+3 mmn (Baker).

Museusm Diaawosis. Differs from hanngiomi in having the flanks olivaceous
instead of rufous, and the breast streaked with dark ashy brown.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)
gaad B6-9G
3437 3640 91-101 mm
P9 83-8a

{54, Heinrich)

Weight 7 g 57-70; 3 @ @ 47-61 g (SDR, SA).

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. [ris yellowish cream, creamy white or p:tlt straw';
orbital skin dark purplish blue; upper mandible greyish brown, blackish or dark
brown at base, lower grevish or whitish brown, base yellow; legs and feet brown
to greyish brown (SDR). Not different from other races.

1185, Large Scimitar Babbler. Pomatorhinus hypoleucos hypoleucas (Blyth)

Orthorhinus kypoleucos Blyth, 1844, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 13: 371 (Arakan)
Baker, FBI No. 224, Vol, 1: 222

LOCAL NAME. Dao-feat (Cachari).

sizé. Myna 4 ; length ¢. 28 cm (11 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. A large, strong-footed babbler with a long and
stout curved bill. Above, olive-brown, wings and tail brown; a rusty line
from eye to nape. Below, throat, breast and belly white, Aanks slaty, streaked
with white on sides of breast. Sexes alike. For distinction from other scimitar

" babblers sec 1169,

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and mamTaT. Resident, locally common. NEFA
in the Dafla and Miri Hills, the head of Assam valley, Assam, Nagaland (?),
Manipur (?) and the hills of East Pakistan south and east of the Brahma-
putra; in the foothills up to 1200 m, and adjacent plains. Keeps to the
densest bamboo, scrub or cane jungle, reeds and elephant-grass; sometimes
in heavy undergrowth in forest,




BABBLERS 145

Extralimilal. Western and northern Burma, The species ranges east to
Vietnam and Hainan,

GENERAL HAPITS, Keeps much more to the ground than any oiher
scimitar babbler, hopping about in a very ungainly manner. Does not fly
into trees unless pressed very closely, Usually keeps in pairs, occasionally in
small parties; very skulking and more olten heard than seen,

FooR,. Insecis, snails,

voick and caces, A short chuckling note when feeding and undisturbed,
Alarm, a loud and full keot-loot-hoot,

DREEDING. Season, January to April. Nest, a big semi-domed structure
usually made of bamboo leaves, sometimes mixed with grass or other
materials, more or less scantily lined with rootlets, measuring about 35
by 25 em, Placed on the ground in tangles ol cane-brake, bamboo or serub,
looking like a mass of wind-blown bamboo leaves. When disturbed, the
bird leaves the nest by huge hops. Egegs, 2 or 3, white. Average size ol 12
eges 30-1 X 21-7 mm (Baker).

Musevmt Diacwoss. Bill heavier, less laterally ecompressed, and less curved
than in other scimitar babblers. See Key to the Species and Field Characters; for
details af plumage Baker, loe. cit. >

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from feathers)
anQ 105-112 ¢. 40 c. 38 110120 mm
{Baker)
(from skull)
| @ 103 45 41 91 {worn) mm
1 9 102 41 41 90 n  INLITA

{ Desfyes)
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. [Iris brown to deep red-brown; naked patch behind
eve dull livid or bluish flesh-colour. Bill pale horny with a yellow, grey or green
tinge in it. Legs and feet pale plumbeous or slaty grey (Baker).

PosMATORHINUS FERRUGINOSUS 1311_.'1,||

Key to the Subspecies

Page
A Crown black; bréeast ferruginous. . ..o vivievvvssass P. [ ferrupinosus 145
B Crown olive-brown; breast ochraceous
a Crown slightly darker than back........ieannnnnass P. f. formosus 46
b Crown concolorouswith back ... ... i aiaiiianadanna P, f. phayrei 147

1186, Sikkim Coralbilled Scimitar Babbler. Pomalorfiones ﬁrrugf.-w.m:
Jferruginosus Blyth
Fomatorfitnus ferruginosus Blyth, 1845, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 14: 597 ( Darjeeling)
Baker, FBI Mo, 210, Val. 1: 175
Vol. 7, plate 73
LocaL NasMes. Te churd, Pee-gpongor (Dafla); Bhotelet  (Bhutia); Piomg-Eoket,
Pontong-hut (Lepeha).
sizg. Between bulbul and myna; length c. 22 em (9 in.).

v -
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FIELD CHARACTERS. sbove, back and tail olive-brown, top of head black;
a conspicuous white supercilium, a broad black band from lores to ear-
coverts. Below, chin and malar stripe white, throat and breast lferruginous;
rest of underparts olive-brown. Sexes alike,

The coral-red bill distinguishes it from all scimitar babblers except P,
ochraceiceps which has a more slender and curved orange bill, and bufly
underparts.

sTATUS, DISTRIBUTION and wmasrrar. Resident, rather scarce in the
western part of its range, commoner in the east. East Nepal (there are no
post-Hodgsonian records), Sikkim, Bhutan and NEFA cast to the Dihang
river. Normally from ¢. 1200 to 3800 m, the latter altitude even in winter;
also recorded from the duars and at 600 m in the Abor Hills. Affects dense
shrubbery and ringal bamboo jungle.

GENERAL HABITS, Foop and vorce. Asin formoses (1187).

BREEDING. Season, late April to end of June. Nest, as in 1187, Eggs, 3
to 5, white. Average size of 20 eggs 25-6 x 18-8 mm (Bakor).

Museum Diacxosis. Differs from formoss and phayred in having a black cap
and ferruginous {not ochraceous) breast.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
{from feathers)
ae B7-95 27-23 20-50 99-110 mm

(Baker, SA)
Weight 1 § 40 g (SA).
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris vellow or golden vellow. Bill deep coral-red. Legs
and feet light yellowish brown, sometimes with a greenish or leaden tint.

1187. Assam Coralbilled Scimitar Babbler. Pomalorhinus ferruginosus
JSormosus Koelz

Pomatorhinus ferruginosus formosus Koelz, 1952, Jour. Zool. Sec. India 4; 39
(Tura Mountain, Garo Hills)
Baker, FBI No. 211 (part), Vol. 1: 214

LOCAL MAMES. f)ﬂw!rrdu-grg'nn (Cachari); durur-gogo {Kacha Naga).

sizé. Between bulbul and mvna; length ¢. 22 em (9 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. Asin 1186 but crown more or less concolorous with
back, not black; breast much lighter in colour, ochraceous not ferruginous.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, locally common. The
hills of Assam south of Brahmaputra river, Nagaland, south to and including
Manipur. From ¢, 900 to 1500 m; up to 2400 m in the Naga Hills. Affects
thick forest and dense undergrowth, especially along streams, bamboo
jungle and outskirts of forest.

GENERAL HABITS. Very clusive and easily overlooked. Found in pairs
or small parties, rummaging on the ground among fallen leaves, slinking
about in rat-like manner, moving from cover 1o cover in big hops, only
taking to wing when forced to do so. Flies much like a laughing thrush
with alternate sailings and flappings. Very inquisitive and may be attracted
by any novel sight or sound.

roop. Insects and larvae.
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vorce and cavrs,  Very similar to those of schisticeps. A number of musical
futy calls — oo-pi-pii or so-pi-pid-pi; alarm-note, a low, grating churrr.
Like other scimitar babblers, has a curious habit of calling until one is
almost upon it and then quietly, without noise or exposure, disappearing,
only to call again some fifty metres [arther on.

BREEDING, Scason, end ol April to July. Nest, more or less oval, placed on
its side, the entrance generally at the small end, measuring about 20 by
10 ar 15 em made of bamboo leaves criss-crossed 1n E.‘L':.'l_‘l':i. Erass, 'A.-'l._'.ﬁt‘.!.‘l.k]l:l.‘
fibres or bracken fronds held 1n|;r|_]n:1' |prr tendrils and weed-stems, The
iir[iuj_; 15 of fibrous :H.Irii:u-., rootlets or fine grass. Placed on the n‘ruu:u:! or low
down in scrubby bushes, tangled grass or bamboo clumps; sometimes as
high as a couple of metres in bushes or saplings. Eges, 3 or 4, sometimes 3,
white. Average size of 50 eggs 27-1 % 19-3 mm (Baker).

MusEum IDiacnosis. See Key to the Subspecies. Similar to phayrei but colour
l:|-:|:-:--.'|: CIOAWTL r||:|'.’|'-!:-:|||l.'.'||._ ||..::kr': than h.l.-:_';{.; |r|r'1':;i wi|i':r‘ ot r|.|5t':.", a distinct
t||.-.-.’_'r. ||.'||' .'|.|'l-\_:-xl' .-\||:||1'|'|':|:||.|!I'J'. |"-.':-'.4.:*_|| -.ll' |:|||-e!|.'|'||i11'1.1'. !'ill'.]“'l'.

MEASUREMENTS and COLOURS OF DARE PasTs. Asin 118G

1188. Mizo Coralbilled Scimitar Babbler. Pomalorfinus ferruginosus
phayrei Blyth
F.(omatorhinus) Phayrei Blyth, 1847, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 16: 452 (Arracan)
Baker, FBI No. 211 (part), Vol. 1: 214

LocaLl NaMmes. None recorded.

sizeé. Between bulbul and myna; length ¢. 22 cm (9 in.).

FIELD CHARAGTERS. Asin 1187,

sTATUS, DIsTRIBUTION and waprrar.  Resident. Assam in the Mizo (Lushai)
Hills, from 900 m up to at least 1500 m. Affects dense forest, bamboo
jungle and thick secondary growth.

Extralimital. Chin Hills and Arakan Yomas, The species ranges cast
through Burma, northwestern Thailand, northern Laos to Morth Vietnam,

GENERAL HABITE, Foon and voice. Asin 1187,

BREEDING. As in 1187,

Muszum Diacnosis.  See 1187, and Key to the Subspecies.

PosmaTormnus ocHrAaceicers Walden
Key to the Subspecies
Underparts paler, more whitish. . . ccoeviaenns P, o. stenorhynchus

Underparts darker, more ochraceous.......... e e ad Do Ecsbenn

CI. Ripley, 5.D., 1948, JENHS 48: 24,

1189. Mishmi Longbilled Scimitar Babbler. Pomatorhinus ochraceiceps
slenorlpmelus Godwin-Ausien
Pomaterfinus stenorhynchus Godwin-Austen, 1877, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 46: 43
(Mear Sadiya, Assam)
Baker, FBI No. 217, Vol. 1: 219 (= awtleni)
Plate T0, fig. 4, facing p. 176

LOCAL mNaMes. None recorded.

e W
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size. DBulbul 4 length ¢ 23 cm (Y in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1190, See Museum Diagnosis.
STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and

anrraT. Common  resident,
Mishmi Hills, NEFA, and north
Burma, above 1500 m but
apparently descending to the
foothills in  winter. Affects
il dense forest and bamboo
jungle.

Extralimital. Upper Chindwin and Myitkyina arcas, Burma. The species
ranges cast to Victnam.

GENERAL HABITS, FooD and voice. Asin 1190,

BREEDING. As in 1190.

Museunt Diacxosis. Differs from ausfeni (1190} in being paler, more whitish

x T -1.:,.__

s i =
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on breast and centre of abdomen.
MEASLUREMENTS

Wing Ball
{from skull)
2 a9 a0, 94 34, 38 mm
8 99 85-494 32=-38 mm
(SDR)

2 o' tarsus 27, 28; tail 106, 110 mm (SA).
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. [ris brownish grey [* biscuit eolour * SA]. Bill orange;
nares brown. Legs and feet yellowish brown, greenish brown or olive (SDR).

1190, Manipur Longbilled Scimitar Babbler. Pomatorfiinus
ochraceiceps austent Hume

Pomatorkings austeni Hume, 1881, Stray Feathers 10; 152 (E. Mampur)
Baker, FBI Nos, 217 and 218, Vol. 1: 218-19

LocAL Naume, [frorwi-gne (Kacha Naga).

szg. Bulbul 4 ; length ¢ 23 em (9 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. A very slim, long-tailed babbler with a long, deeply
curved orange bill. Adbore, back olive, wings and tail brown; crown and
nape tawny-olive; a conspicuous white supercilium; black lores and dark
car-coverts. Below, chin and throat white, breast and belly creamy white
washed with buff. Very similar to P. ferrnginesus which has darker, rusty
underparts and a shorter, less curved coral-red bill. Sexes alike.

sTATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HaBrrar. Resident. Assam in the Cachar
Hills and from Margherita south through Nagaland and Manipur; between
1500 and 2400 m, probably reaching the foothills in winter, Affects dense
undergrowth in evergreen or mixed forest and bamboo jungle.

GENERAL HABITs. Keeps in pairs or in parties of hall-dozen individuals,
in brushwood and lower branches of trees, among bushes in fairly open
rocky ground as well as denser scrub; feeds on the ground but also probes
into flowers of forest trees [or nectar.

FooD. Mainly insects; also nectar.
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vorer and caves, A single musical call-note unlike that of any other
scimitar babbler (Smythies) but recognizable as of the genus. Also described
arc a soft full heot-hoot and a pleasant whistling chuckle.

BREEDING.  Season, May to July, Nest, an oval ball of broad grass-blades,
bamboo leaves and a few other dead leaves Euni-i-.'l‘:" put ‘llrgt'ﬂll;:l' and lined
with finer materials and rootlets. Placed on the ground, nearly covered by
fallen leaves, or low down in undergrowth or crecpers. Eeggs, 3 1o 3, white.
Average size of 30 epps 25:2 % 18:3 mm (Baker).

Musgum Ihacwosis, Sec 1189, and Rey to the Subspecies,

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Ball Tail
{lrom skall)
e G B2 21-=-36 - I
(S
10 C 02 36-37 104—-107 mm

(Mayr)
Weight 1 @ 34 ¢ (SDR).
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris dull pinkish cream. Bill orange-coral. Feet dull
greenish brown (SDIL).

Genus AIPHIRHYNCHUS J‘.|*}'I!h

Xiphirfiynchus Blyth, 1842, Jour. Asiat. Sec. Bengal 11: 175, T'ype, by monotypy,
Xiphurfynchus superciliaris Blyth., (Not Xaphorfynchus Swainson, 1827)
Xiphorhamphus Blyih, 1843, Jour. Asiat, Soc. Bengal 12: 929-47. Type, by monotypy,
Xigdurhoynchus supercilions Blyth

Only diflers from Pomatorhinns by its extremely long, slenderer and more curved
il

AIPHIRHYNGHUS surtroitiaris Blyih

Key to the Subspecies
Crovn darkslaty «...vunveas ey e s e A T

Crown |l:L]l'r. e e el g e L g X. 1. s iz

1191. Slenderhilled Scimitar Babbler. Xiphirhynchus superciliaris
superciliares Blyth
Xiphirfipnchus supereiliaris Blyth, 1842, Tour, Asiat. Soc. Bengal 11: 176 (Darjceling)
Baker, FBI No. 226 (part), Vol. 1: 224
Val. 7, plate 73
LoCaL NAME.  Narriek-fameeep (Lepehad,
size. Bulbul; |.-:'H|_§1[|. e 20 em (8 1n) including bill.
FIELD CHARACTERS, The {li.&l‘n'r:]ﬂrr:[f_:uu;-,u"[r I||'|:|5_':I',_ slender, curved bill
makes this specics unmistakable. Above, head slaty, a long white supercilium;
kill black. Back fllﬂltl"lﬂ'il".'.'ll,, 1.\'i||,11r»; and tall dark browi J'_J‘-.;'J'rrurl throat

ashy, lightly streaked with white; rest of underparts cinnamon. Sexes
alike.
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® .l

staTus, pisTriBuTioN and masrraT.  Resident, subject to vertical move-
ments, locally common. East Nepal (apparently confined to the Mm
Valley), Sikkim, Bhutan and probably NEFA east to the range ol fntextus.
A lml:bh_r of high altitude, breeding between 2100 and 3400 m, mostly
2400-3300 m, descending in winter 1o between 2000 and 600 m; it 15 not
known whether it withdraws entirely from the summer zone, Alfects thick
ringal bamboo growth, bushes on steep grassy hillsides, and bramble
thickets.

GENERAL HABITS. A shy and restless babbler going about in pairs or
small noisy partiesin [ollow-my-leader style, sometimes in association with
other babblers. Hunis on the ground progressing by long rat-like hops,
or in undergrowth, commonly mounting up into leafless Salmalia and other
flowering trees for nectar. © If one mounts a bush and then hops down and
climbs another all the party are sure, one by one, to do just the same’
(Baker).

roop. Beetles, ants and other insects, larvae; also berries and nectar,

voice and cavis. A 3-noted rather interrogative rippling whistle and
a single mellow high-pitched hoot (SA). Song, a soft hoot consisting of
seven or eight notes uttered rapidly on the same tone, after the manner of
Stachyres chrysaca {_'::r::ntlm 3}, this probably being the same as the * ph_asmg
ripple of whistling notes " described by Kinnear. Alarm, a harsh swearing
or chittering note, not unlike a similar call uitered by Pomatorfinus ruficollis
(Smythics). Very noisy.

BREEDING. Season, April to July. Net, a large, globular structure of
dry bamboo leaves and green grass, intermingled and lined with fine
roots and fibres, Usually placed on, or almost on the ground. Eegs, 3 to
3, white. Average size of 30 eggs 23-7 % 17-8 mm (Baker).

Musevm Diacxosis.  Differs from infextus in having a paler, grey crown.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
{me skull)
a e 74-83 43-57 28-35 82-92 mm

(Kinnear, Desfayves, 5A)
Weight 2 Q' 27, 27: 1 02 30 g (SA).
COLOURSE OF BARE PARTS. Iris pale grey (Ludlow), stone-yellow (Stevens).
Bill black, tip of lower mandible paler. Legs and feet plumbeous,
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1192, Assam Slenderbilled Seimitar Babbler. .TJIPJI ;I'r.lrj__}'m'h 113
_'irrf.l.r'rrn'r'nrr'j trilexiis !{iph:}'

Xiphirkymehus superciliaris infextus Ripley, 1948, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington 61: 105
(Drevi, Mishmi Hills, NE. Assam)
Xiphirkynchus superciliaris arguatelins Koelz, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional Exploration,
MNo. 1: 4 (Blue Mountain, Lushai Hills)
Baker, FBI No. 226 (part), Vol. 1; 224

Local mases, NMNone reconded.

sizé. Bulbul; length ¢, 20 em (8 in.) including bill.
FIELD CHARACTERS, Asin 1191, q.v.
STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HamTaT, Resident, subject to vertical move-
ments. NEFA in the Mishmi Hills, Assam in the Khasi, Cachar and Mizo
(Lushai) hills, Nagaland, Manipur and East Pakistan in the nertheastein
and Chittagong hill tracts. Breeds up to 2700 m, descends to the foothills
in winter, Allects thick secondary serub, stunted oak lorest with heavy
undergrowth, oak and rhododendron forest, and bamboo thickets.
Exiralimilal

Probably extends to the neighbouring hills of western
Burma. Cther subspecies are found in Yunnan and North Vietnam.

CENERAL HARITS, FrOoOoD and voice. Asin 1191,

BREEDING. Asin 1191.

Museum IDacwosis.  Differs from the nominate race in having a darcker, slaty
head.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from feathers)
a e 72-77 55-G0 e. 30 ¢ 90 mm
(Baker)
1 9 77 55 29 Bt mm
(tyDe) (SDR)

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS.

Iriz red. Bill black. Legs slaty brown; feet bluish grey;
soles yellow (SDR).

Genus RiMaToR ”-J.‘:‘”l

Rimator Blyth, 1847, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 1G; 15+ Type, by monotypy,
Rimator rrJ.;.'.fr.'{-)lr'.-len Hl}'lh

Remarkable for its long bill and very short tail. Bill equal o, or longer than head,
z[h__:]l.tl‘..' curved; rictal bristles short. [.l'g.\ and feet ALrOng. I'!l.||:||.|;:r very Inx.

1193. Longbilled Wren-Babbler. Rimalor malacoptilus Blyth

Rimator malacoptilus Blyth, 1847, Jour. Asiat. Scc. Bengal 16: 1534 (Darjecling)
Rimater malecoplilus amadeni Koelz, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional Exploration, No. 1:
3 (Mawphlang, Khasia Hills)
Baker, FBI MNo. 262, Vol. 1: 255 :
Vol. 7, plate 76

LocAL NAMEs. Karriak-fungbrek-pho (Lepcha); Dao-mojo-buku-galas (Cachari).

size. Sparrow =f=; length ¢. 12 em (5 in.).
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FIELD CHARACTERS. A brown, stub-tailed, fluffy-plumaged babbler
with a long slightly curved bill. Abore, dark rulescent brown with buff
shaft-streaks. Below, chin white, throat,
breast and abdomen pale rufescent brown
with whitish shafi-streaks. Sides ol body
plain rufescent brown; under tail-coverts
ferruginous, Sexes alike.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT.
Scaree resident, probably subject to some
vertical movemenis. Sikkim, Bhutan,
NEFA (Miri Hills), Assam (Khasi, Cachar and Mizo hills), Manipur and,
presumably, Nagaland; from 900 1o 2700 m. Affects forest undergrowth
and dense serub in steep, broken country.

Extralimital. Extends to northeastern Burma. Disjunct populations in
N, Vietnam and western Sumatra,

GENERAL HABITS. A great skulker; though fearless and allowing a very
close approach, it excels in keeping unseen and it is extremely difficult to
follow its movements for more than a briel instant. Chiefly terrestrial;
hops about the ground in low shrubs in the manner of Proggyga, rummaging
among fallen leaves and mulch, possibly probing into the ground as the
bills of some birds collected were caked with mud. Keeps in pairs. Flight
weak; when disturbed flies only a few vards.

roop. Insccts.

voicE and caris. Said to have a ® sweet chirping whistle .

BREEDING. Season, Mav and June. Nest, a globular structure of leaves,
grass, roots, bracken fronds and other dark materials, rather loosely and
clumsily put together and held by roots and weed-stems, Lining is of dry
dead leaves. Placed on the ground, generally among a mass of fallen dead
leaves, often at the foot of some large tree. Eggs, normally 4, unmistakable
for those of any other species except some tvpes of Alerppe eges: white with
a faint tinge of lilac, marked with blotches of deep red-brown or purple-
brown with short, irregular lines and smears of the same colour. The se-
condary markings of lilnc-grev are often more numerous than the primary
markings and give the eggs a pronounced lilac tint. Average size of 30
eggs 21-2 x 15-5 mm (Baker).

Museum DiacwxosiE,.  See Field Characters.

MEASUREMENTE
Wing Ball Tarsus Tail
{from skull)
a g 57-60 22-24 23-24 25-31 mm

(Baker, SA)

Weight 4 &40 18-21 g (SA).

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. lIris light red-brown. Bill: upper mandible dark horny,
blackish at base, paler at tip; gape and edge of lower mandible blackish, remainder
pale horny. Legs and feet pale livid fleshy, tinted with brown; soles and claws
very pale.

Genus NaroTunera G. R, Gray

Napothera G. R, Gray, 1842, Appendix List Gen. Bds.: 8 Type, by original de-
signation, Myiothera epilepidota Temminck. [Nopthera Macklot, 1830, Napothera Boie,

x
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1832, Nopathera 5. Miller, 1835, Napothera G, R, Gray, 1840, arc all noming nuda. ]
T Blyth, 184, Jour. Asiat. Soe. Bengal 13: 382, Type, by monotypy,
2l dprli rl.'..‘:J.l..'.l_._r'. |'.'.'.'-'| ST '.i_.Ll.:m!

T ulusr Hume, 1878, Stray Feathers 6: 235. Tvpe, by monotypy, Prospyga
rebertt Godwin-Austen & Walden

I'£|l|‘-.-lr-."..'."|.' QOates, 1883, Handb., Bds. Brit. Burma 1: G61. Type, e |:"'-0|'|":'11_"|,"‘3'_|
T el iriis .r.'-._lrlgl.".'.l.lll Blyvth

Wren-like, mostly terrestrial bivds with tail much shorter than \\'IH:!_". I"Il.1t'|!|.|g¢

soft, lax. :-l]l.l.l.l"l.l.ll.".l. On UpPPCrparts, Bill slender, -.|_|;||J_:||_|!| fostrils l,'}.;|u,'|:-iq_‘|.|..

Key to the Species
Tail more than half the lengthol wing.......... N brevicardata
Fail less than hall the length of wing............ N gpilepidota

1194, Streaked Wren-Babbler, Napoiliera brevicandata striata (Blyth)

Twrdinug sfriatus Blyth, 1870, Jour, Asiat. Soc, Bengal 39: 269 (Khasia Hills)
f | rhhaea loelz, 1954, Contnib. Inst. Regional Explor ation, Na. 1:
5 (Sangau, [.ushai l||]|:-._;
Baker, FBI No. 256, Vol. F: 251
Plate 70, fig. 7, facing p. 176

LOCAL NAMI .I'.i'.:--_f'.'r.'.'.:.' VCachan).

SIZE. Sparrow i length ¢, 12 ¢ .Il in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. A small, short-tailed, wren-like babbler. Abowe,
brown, the [cathers margined with brown, producing a scaly appearance.

]{I1111]1-|'c:-',1h|':'1 very thick and Aully. Tail and wings brown, the greater
and median coverts and secondaries tipped with bull in some individuals
(voung birds?). Below, throat grey-brown streaked with white, Centre of
abdomen whitsh, flanks, vent and under tail-coveris ochraceous. Sexes alike,

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and sHamTar. Resident. Assam in the Garo,
Khasi and Cachar hills, Lakhimpur district south of the Brahmaputrea
(north to Sadiva and Dening), Manipur and, presumably, Nagaland. From
e. 700 to 2100 m with probably some downward movempent in the cold
weather, the lowest records being winter data. Affects damp and shady hill
lorest broken up by rocky ravines and steep slopes.

Extralimilal, Southwestern Burma. The species ranges east to Vietnam
and south thr

mgh the Malay Peninsula,

GENERAL HABITS. A most secrctive bird, quict and retiring rather than
skulking, haunting deep forest on broken ground, apparently not scrub
jungle or secondary growth as many babblers do, Runs in and out of great
moss-covered boulders, very active and quick on its legs but leath o fly,
scurrying away through the undergrowth rather than seeking safety by
flight. Generally keeps in pairs.

roon.  Insects

voiceé and cavis. Alarm, a loud ink (SDR) and some chattering and
churring notes. Also a mournful single fiou (Smythies).

BREEMNG. Season, May to July. Nest, domed or nearly so, made of dead
leaves and grass, semi-decaved bracken and fern fronds, a little moss
and grass bound together with fine roots, lined with dry dead leaves. Most
of the materials are in a rotten condition. The position is upright, the
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entrance near the top. External measurements are roughly 17 x 11 em,
the cavity being about 7 em in diameter. Nearly always placed on the
ground, generally between boulders, but sometimes in a hollow in the
face of a pile of boulders, or wedged in among the roots of a tree, or on a
mossy bank with no other protection than ferns and weeds growing about
it. It is well hidden in a damp situation, often so wet the owtside is quite
sodden. Eggr, 3 or 4, white with numeraus freckles of pinkish red, denser
and forming little caps at the large end. Average size of 30 eggs 21-3 % 16
mm (Baker). Both birds take part in incubation. When disturbed they
slip quietly off the nest but keep close by, the two birds running about
within a [ew metres, uttering low scolding notes.

Musgus Diacnosis,  See Key to the Specics, Distinguished from specics efalepidota
alsa by its echraceous flanks (not brown), the grevish brown throat streaked with
white {p. white streaked with dark brown), and the lack of a supercilium,

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from feathers)
a9 36-61 c. 16 e 24 ¢, 44-46 mm
(Baker)

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris brown, Bill dark brownish horn. Legs and feet
brownish flesh.
MNaroTHERA EPILEPIDOTA [Temminck)
Key to the Subspecies
Darker and browner above: no rufous on breast and flanks. .

........................................... N. ¢. gutlalticollis
Paler above; breast and flanks rufous-brown. .. ... .. N & roberti

1195. Austen’s Small Wren-Babbler. Nagothera epilepidota roberti
{Godwin-Austen & Walden)

Proefryga roberti Godwin-Austen & Walden, 1875, This: 252 (Chakha, Manipur)
Baker, FBI No. 258, Vol. 1: 253

LOCAL NAMES. Hau-:.'.-n:,l'a- gashim, Dac-pufli kashiba (Cachari).

size. Sparrow —; length ¢. 10 em (4 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. A small, short-tailed, wren-like babbler. Above,
dark brown with a scaly appearance; wing-coverts and secondaries tipped
with light spots; a light supercilium from lores 1o nape. Below, throat white
streaked with dark brown. Centre of breast and belly whitish buff, flanks
and vent brown. Sexes alike.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, locally common, subject
to vertical movements. Assam in the Cachar Hills, Nagaland and Manipur.
Breeds from ¢. 1000 to 1800 m; reaches the plains in winter. Affects dense,
dark forest wherever there are openings for streams or natural small glades;
specially affects places strewn with mossy boulders, fallen trees covered
with ferns and orchids, old stumps, ete.

GENERAL HABITS. Very tame. Keeps in pairs, hopping among the
fallen leaves, turning them over for insects, creeping about in bracken and
scrub like a true babbler, or dodging about boulders like a wren, Very
reluctant to fiv.
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FooD. Insccts.

volce and cavrs,  Alarm-note, a rather shrill ehir-r-r: song, a I'!Il,';l.‘i;l.]ﬂ
But low set of whistling notes (Baker).

BREEDING. Season, .'k]‘nli to June. Nest, domed or dw;]'r ¢1,111-.-cl|,:|.]1|:d,
enerally the former, made of the same :«g'mi-dc{_‘;q';'i_l materials used 111:'
N, brevicandata rom whose the nest 1|II.!':.' cdiffers i its smaller size. U:‘»Hit“}'
wedped among boulders, Eges, usually 4, |'.|,|;';_'i':.' 5 or 3, similar to those
of brepicandata but smaller. Average size of 44 cges 19-3 K 14-8Bmm (Baker).

Museus Diaonosis.  Distinguished from species brevicandata by presence of super-

cilium, brown flanks and white chin and throat with three black-dotted lines down
to breast. See Key to the Subspecies.,

AMEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from feathers)
g -55 12-13 e 1B e. 18 mm
{ Baker)

COLOURS OF nARE PARTS. Ins red. Bill: upper mandible dark plumbeous; tip
and lower mandible ||.|||'|:. J.l_'|_;'5 and fect Aeshy bBrown; claws ||;|_!|,*|_' {Baker).

1196, Grant’'s Wren-Babbler. ,"'.'relfmbr:r il a'lru'.".-'lf'.lr'rb.l.ru quh'u.!e'mh':'i
'{]'I;:ihiu'-l;:'.ult_:
Turdinulus guttaticollis Ogilvie-Grant, 1895, This: 432 (Miri Hills, Assam)
Baker, FBI No. 259, Vol. |: 254

LOCAL NAMES. None recorded.

s51zE. Sparrow —; length ¢. 10 cm (4 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. Asin 1195,

STATUS, DITRIBUTION and HABITAT, Scarce resident. From eastern
Bhutan to the Mishmi+Hills and the Patkai Range; [rom the foothills 1o
c. 1500 m. Same biotope as 1195.

Extralimital. Upper Chindwin, Burma. The species extends to Vietnam,
Hainan, the Malay peninsula, Sumatra, Java and Borneo.

GENERAL HARITS, FooD and voice, Asin 1195,

BREEDING. JSeason, March and ."'np['jl. Nest and £0ES, OS5 in 1195, JL'\.‘::E‘.:I.HL:
size of 45 eges 194 x 148 mm (Baker).

Museus Diacxosis. Differs from reberti (1195) in being darker and browner
above. Mo rufous on breast and flanks.

MEASUREMENTS. Asin 1195,

COLOURS OF BARE rAarTS.  Iris brown. Bill: upper mandible dark horn colour,
lower paler. Legs and feet horny brown.

Genus Pyvoerpyoca Hodeson
s

Microura Gould, 1837, Tecones Av., pl. 5. Type, by monotypy, Microura Squameta
Gould, Nomen oblitum?
Proepyga Hodgson, 1844, Zool, Misc.: B2, Type, by subsequent designation (Zimmer
& Vaurie, 1954, Bull. Brat. Orn. CL 74: 41), Tesia albiventer Heodgson

Genus characterized by an extremely short tail of six soft feathers, completely
concealed by long, ample rump-feathers. Other characters as in Spelacornis (p. 159).

! This name has been placed on the Official Index of Rejected Names (Opinion 695).
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Key to the Species

Pare
TArsuS OVEE FL TIIT o oov i cvnin s nrnibnin s s v P. albiventer 156 "
Toarss under 21 M. . v vveenrsnsanmmsanss P, pusilla 158

Proervoa avrmiventer (Hodgson)
Key to the Subspecies

Mt ol aboane L e s R T e
Browner, lessoliveabove. . .. ..o iinesusinnsses

P, a. pallidior

P. a. albiventer

1197. Western Scalybreasted Wren-Babbler. Puocpyga albivenier
pallidior Kinnear

Procpyea albiventer pallidier Kinnear, 1924, Bull, Brit. Orn, Cl. 45: 10
(Dharmsala, Panjab, 4000 i)
Baker, FBI No. 471 (part), Veol. 1: 458

LOCAL NAMES. None recorded.

s1zE. Sparrow —; length ¢, 10 cm (4 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. Asin 1198, q.v.

STATUS, BITRIBUTION and masmrat, Resident, subject to vertical move-
ments, commaon. The western Himalavas [rom Duala Dhar east to central
Nr_‘pﬂl where it intergrades with albiventer.  Breeds between 2400 and 3600
m and probably higher; descends in winter to ¢. 1000 m. In summer affects
dense undergrowth and moss-covered boulders in birch or fir forest, cspecially
near streams; in winter it is found in small nullahs with plenty ol exposed
rocks and stones but keeping to thick bracken and evergreen undergrowth
in damp and secluded situations.

GENERAL HABITS, FooD and voiceE. Asin 1198,

BREEDING. Season, April to June. Nest and eges, as in 1198, Average size
of 15 eggs 21-5 x 15-6 mm (Baker).

Museum Diacnosis. Like albivenfer but upperparts more olive and underparts
paler in the fulvous form.

MEASUREMENTS. Asin 1196,

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. [Iris brown. Bill blackish brown, base of lower mandible
whitish, Legs and feet pale brown.

1198. Eastern Scalybreasted Wren-Babbler. Proepyza albiventer
albipenter {Hodgson)

Testaalbivenier Hodgson, Feb. 1837, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 6: 102 [Nepal, resiricted
by Ripley (Synopsis: 357) to Ilam dist., eastern Nepal, re-restricted to Chandragiri
above Thankot by Biswas (JBNHS 59: 204-5)]

Microura squamata Gould, Aug. 1837, Icones Av., pl. 5 (Cachar)

Procpyga albiventer vegeta Koelz, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional Exploration, No. 1:
11 (Kolima, Naga Hills)

Baker, FBI No. 471 (part), Vol. 1: 458
Plate 70, fig. 3, facing p. 176

LOCAL RAMES. Marchok-bong (Lepcha); [farui-ba gpadeba (Kacha Naga).
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SIZE.  Sparrow y length e, 10 em (4 in).

FIELD CHARACTERS, A plump, tail-less, squamated little wren. |_'}i|111:}rp:|ﬁr:_
in two colour phases; sexes alike in both.

White phase: dAdbove, olive-brown with' a slightly scaly appearance.
Jelow, throat nearly white; breast and belly white, each feather with a
dark centre and a narrow dark margin producing a very scaly effect. Flanks
'H.'.ll':. lrll'.l:'-l)llr'.'.ll.,

Fulvous phase: dAbove, olive-brown with a fulvous drop on each
feather. Below, as in white phase but white replaced by lulvous, Intermediates
occur, though uncommonly. Distinguished from pusilla (1199) only by
slightly larger size.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and mamrat, Resident subject to vertical move-
ments, commaon in the Himalayas, rather scarce in Assam. From central
Nepal where it intergrades with pallidier, east through Sikkim, Bhutan
(and probably NEFA since Ludlow found it common in the Tsangpo bend
at 2000 m); also Assam in the Khasi and Cachar hills, Dibrugarh, and
Nagaland. In the Himalavas, breeds mostly between 2700 and 3900 1,
er zone than P. pusilla, yet overlapping its upper limit. Descends
in winter mostly below 2700 m and as low as 600 m (seen at 2850 m in
southeast Tibet); in Assam it breeds from e, 1000 to at least 1800 m, and
in the Naga Hills from 2100 to 2700 m, Affects wet ravines, thick forest
with plenty ol undergrowth, particularly in the neighbourhood of streams,
waist-high growth of lerns, Strobilanthes and nettles; also cardamom planta-
uons in winter,

Extralimital. Extends to southwestern Szechuan, Yunnan and N, Vietnam.

GENERAL HADITS, Terrestrial; solitary in winter, in pairs during the
breeding scason. Creeps about in dense, tangled undergrowth, nervously
flicking its wings like a Phylloscopus, searching for insects among the mulch,
roots, [crn-stems and moss-covered fallen logs. A great skulker, very ditficult
to observe, but also very inquisitive.

FOOD. Insects. Seeds also recorded (Stanford).

i a o

voicE and carirs. Iis presence in dense growth is given away by its
loud, squeaky long-drawn double-noted seek . . . sik like an unoiled * patla *
(Indian swing bed) swinging back and forth (SA); also likened to nothing
so realistic as an ill-mannered person loudly sucking his teeth ? (Ludlow).
These notes are J||:11']-¢-.'{|.|1I.' ventriloguial, the seek secming to come from
an entrely different dircetion to the sik that bllows a hallsecond Later,
Alarm-note, a shrill, piercing whistle and a scolding, chittering tsik, tsik
indistinguishable from that of the Brown Wren-Babbler and reminiscent also
of the Nepal Wren, Trogledytes (SA), each time jerking its short wings. The
song is short and trilling like the first part of the song of the Whitebrowed
Shortwing (Heinrich); also said to remind one of Troglodytes (Baker).

BREEDING.  Season, April to June. Nest, globular, made of green moss
and rootlets, very similar to that of Troglodyier and, like it, placed in moss-
covered banks, under a moss-clad rock or among moss growing on the
trunks of large trees. Eggs, 3 to 5, white, longish ovals: apparcntly sometimes
with a few reddish brown specks (Jones, JBNHS 47: 228). Average size
of 5% cggs 19-1 ¢ 14-1 mm (Baker). Both sexes take part in, at least,
incubation. Period undetermined.
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Museum Diacxosis. Upperparts browner than pallidior; underparts of the

fulvous form darker.
Young. Upperparts warm rufous-brown without marks; underparts greyish

olive in the white phase, golden brown in the fulvous phase. Postjuvenal moult of
body, wing-coverts and ? wings.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Rill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)
ag 57-65 13-15 23-25 17-23 mm
(SA, BB, HW, Kinncar)

Mo significant difference of size in the sexes.
Weight4 g g? 21-23; 1 @ 20 g (SDR, 5a). 10 g0 § 17-24 (av. 20-9) g—SA, BB,
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. [Iris brown. Bill: upper mandible horny brown, lower
brownish flesh excepting tip which is horny brown. Legs, feet and claws horny brown

or brownish fAesh.

1199, Brown Wren-Babbler. Puospyea pusilla pusilla Hodgson

Proepypa pusillus Hedgson, I.:FI!H Proc. Zool. Soc. London, pt. 13: 25 (Nepal)
Proepyga pusilla pygmara Koelz, 1952, Jour, Zool. Soc. India 4: 40 (Kareng, Manipur)
Baker, FBI No. 472, Veol. 1: 459
Vol. &, plate 85

LocaL Name. Jfnrwi-ba gadeba (Kacha Naga).

size, Sparrow —; length ¢. 9 cm (3% in,).

FIELD CHARACTERS. An exact miniature of the Scalvbreasted Wren-Babbler
(1198, q.v.) with the same colour dimorphism.

sTATUS, DISTRIBUTION and mamrrar. Resident, subject to vertical move-
ments, common. From central Nepal east through Sikkim, northern West
Bengal, Bhutan, NEFA, Assam in the Khasi and Cachar hills, Nagaland,
and East Pakistan in the Chittagong Hill Tracts. In the Himalayas breeds
in a lower zone than 1198, mostly between 1500 and 3000 m (optimum
2100-2500 m), overlapping the lower range of albiventer at_its upper limit;
in Assam it breeds from ¢. 1000 m up. Descends in winter to the foothills
and extends into the plains; it has however been recorded as high as 3500
m in the cold scason. Inhabits the same biotope as albiventer: wet evergreen
forest with mossy boulders, fallen logs and decaving vegetation and ground
nettles — particularly in the vicinity of streams.

Extralimital. Ranges east to North Vietnam and Fukien. Other subspecies
in Formosa, Central Vietnam, Malay Peninsula, Sunda Islands.

GENERAL HABITS. Similar to those of the Scalybreasted Wren-Babbler
(1198). Terrestrial, solitary in winter, skulking, restless and inquisitive;
has a maddening habit of appearing almost under one’s feet, then dashing
into dense cover, seldom flying more than a metre or two. Scuttles away
mouse-like, through the tangled undergrowth when pressed, hopping from
stem to stem but so lightly that hardly a leal stirs to betray its progress.
Has the same restless acrobatic habits as Tesia. Flicks its wings frequently
and nervously like a leal~warbler.

roop. Insects.

)
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voice and cavis, Very like 1198, Utters a sharp single tsik every
hall-second or so, alternately higher and lower with a semitwone difference;
this note is given more [requently and over longer periods than in the
case of albiventer. Alarm-note, a sharp, explosive, scolding chirek, chiruk.
sSong, ‘a slow, drawn-out se-e-e-s-a-w, cach syllable a sccond in length,
!-||J}||"|'I.'||'rl '||‘_|" ik TWiO-=-5040 ltl'|l::| ili',-:'t".','LE ’ -;l.i:rhii.:u__f'i.

BREEDING. Season, April to ~]1'|3'-'_ Nest, a little ball of moss and rootlets
usually built in the moss hanging down trec-trunks or vertical rocks in shady
forest, usually at a height of one to two metres from the ground, more
rarely up to six metres. Foes, as a rule apparently 4 in Assam and 3 in the
Himalavas, white. Average size of 25 eges from Sikkim 18-3 » 13-8 mum,
and of 50 eges [rom Assam 17-1 % 13-1 mm (Baker).

Musgum Diagnozmis.  Differs from albiventer only in being smaller; has the same
colour dimorplitsm,

.'I-'.rl.J n '_rl ¥ |'|I‘| ;lr[lllt |||Jr |||.l:-1'h."\. .'nll 1".']'-':‘_“]% NE".”H L |L|||H'|'I1.|I1H1 [lll_'l:l.l.ﬁ['l :Ll]'j ﬂrl’_‘;ll"l
coverts. Underparts uniform dark brown, grevish brown on throat. Postjuvenal
moult of body feathers and wing-coveris.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from :-'-'a-.|:|||.
a P 48-53 12-14 18-20 12-15 mm

aA, BB, kinnear)
Mo significant difference of size in the sexes.
Weight B a7 Q 11=1:% (av. 12) g—SA.
coLours oF DARE PARTS. ITris brown. Bill: upper mandible blackish, lower
"_':'.'l."l-'i.hh brown. I.l'i'!.‘: and fect Li-.ll-:' bircwn.

Genus SPELAEoORNIS David & Oustalet

Spelacornis David & Oustalet, 1877, Qiseaux de la Chine;: 228, Type, by subsequent
designation, Froefyga froglodyfoides Verreaux
Elackura Oates, 1889, Fauna Brit. India, Bds. 1: 339, 'T'ype, by original designation,
Troglodyles punclatus Blyth

Cf. Ripley, 5. D., 1950, Auk 67: J9Q-91; 1952, JBNHS 50; 492-4; 1954, Postilla,
Yale Peabodv Mus., No. 20: 1-4.

Tail short and rounded, of 10 rectrices. Plumage soft and full, Bill straight and
thin. Tarsus long and strong.

Key to the Species

Page
A Tail barred
] Uy ey ) P rym e e O Rl e o e S o e PR fFL'LE‘.'IilrJi}'EUfrfr’I 165
2 Throat cinnamon, speckled with white. .. vovvuacenas. 8. formosus 166
B ‘Tail not barred
5 Throatwhite, Onclyspeckled. . . oo aa s aaess s censian 8. chocolatins 163
& Throat Bl urottids . o veteisin s e e sin aiaieis s s s ninlay &, lanpieandatus 162
5 Throat ferruginous or chestnut
a Chestnut restricted to throme. oL ol ieaini e vudanias 8. badeigularis 161

b Ferruginous extending to breast and fanks. ... ........ 5 coudatus 160
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1200. Tailed Wren-Babbler. Spelacornis candatus (Blyth)

Tesia caudata Blyth, 1845, Jour. Asiat. Soe. Bengal 14: 588 (Darjecling)
Baker, FBI No. 470, Vol. 1: 456
Vaol. 8, plate 85

LOGAL NAMES. None recorded.

grze, aparrow —; length ¢. 9 cm (4 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. JAbove, dark brown with a sealy appearance. Below,
throat, breast and fanks ferruginous, spotted with black on latter two.
Belly slaty, spotted with white. Sexes alike. Distinguished from other wrens
by its ferruginous throat.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT.  An endemic species. Searee, resident,
East Nepal (Ilam district), Sikkim, Darjecling district, Bhutan. Appears

Spelaeornis coudatus, 5. badeigulariz and §. chocolatinus

] J \ \
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Known distributional ranges

BE= S. caudatus (1200). EEDTS. badeigularis (1201) JIS. ¢. chocolatinus

EZZ1 S. c. vatesi (1204). B S. ¢ replatus (RE). [ S. -f.':'rm?;lﬁ“mﬂ
).

to breed above 2400 m. Recorded in winter at 3100 and 1800 m. Affects
damp undergrowth in thick forest.

GENERAL HamTs, Typically wren-like. Terrestrial, solitary, resiless,
very elusive and silent.

FooD, Insecis.

voIicé and caris. Has a higher-pitched izit than cither Tesia or P.
albiventer (Fleming). Alarm-note, a low quiet birrh birrh birrk uttered for
rather lengthy periods when disturbed (Ludlow). Song unrecorded.

pREEDING. Little known; published records not entirely reliable. Nest,
described as egg-shaped, made ol leaves, fine twigs, bracken and grass,

fso |20

11
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lined with vegetable down or other matter looking like papier-miché
of earthy brown colour (Masson). Other nests are described as a dense mass
of moss, cup-shaped and placed about the roots of trees or in a hole in
fallen logs (Hodgson). Eggs, 3 or 4, like those of 8. longicaudatus. Average
size of 14 eggs (whether of this species?) 18-1 < 14+1 mm (Baker).
Museusm Diacnosis,  See Key to the Species.
MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from :-i]-'.l||.|:l
ag 4647 11 — 32 mm
Q9 4514 11-12 18 27-35 mm

(SDR,; Ludlow)
Weight 1 o7 12: 1 9 10 g (SA).

CoLOURS OF BARE ParTs.  Iris brown. Bill blackish. Leps and feet brown,

1201. Mishmi Wren-Babbler. Spelacornis badeigularis Ripley

Spelacornis badeignlaris Ripley, 1948, Proc. Biol, Soc, Washington 61: 103
{Dreyi, Mishmi Hills, N.E, Assam)!
Mot in Baker, FBI

LoCAL NAMES, None recorded.

sizé. Sparrow —; length . 9 em (4 in.).

FIELD GHARACTERS. /Above, dark brown with a scaly appearance. Below,
chin whitish, throat chestnut finely streaked; breast, belly and flanks olive-
brown t:l-:hi:-iiﬂl-nl'u!‘:' ‘:[!H.ltl.l‘il with white. I}i}liliglli:i]md from caudalus in
having the chestnut restricted to the throat. (For colour plate sec JBNHS
48: 1.)

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and mamitar, Known only from the type: Dreyi,
Mishmi Hills (NEFA), ¢, 1600 m, (see map, p. 160). Affects subtropical wet
forest (in winter).

CENERAL HABITS. Presumably those of candatis, Shy and r;kul[{in!,:,

roop, Insects.

voictE and caris. Unrecorded.

pREEDING. Unrecorded.

Museunt Dhiacxosis,  Abeve, bistre (sooty brown), each leather with a dark area
in the centre bordering the shaft approaching clove-brown in tone: tail seal-brown.
Wing-leathers chocolate on the outer, seal-brown on the inner webs, Beloio, throat
chestnut, each feather with a narrow sepia-coloured centre. Breast-feathers bistre
with a black terminal and a white subterminal bar, Feathers of abdomen more
grevish than breast, white subterminal bars enlarged, black terminal bars much

LA re-exammination of the '|||:'|i4,p,|r' type ol ."|.l|'.l|,‘|rr|='-'.hln'l.l.l bardeipnlards and ;'Un:'[:-.‘;[i_l-nn with
freshly collected Spelarornis cowdatus from  Bhutan confirms the separation of badeipularis
as a specics. The differences sull appear strongly marked, The white chin, the dark chestnut
feathers with darker-streaked centres of the throat and upper breast, and the extensive
arca all over the lower breast, abdomen, flanks and vent of the subterminal white-tipped
bistre feathers, give an entirely diflerent appearance fo this bird. The upperparts are on
the other hand roughly similar.

An added point of difference which [ (SDR) had not noted in my original deseription is
the stouter tarsus of badeiguelaris. The type measures 20 mm in tarsal length but alse appears
thicker and stronger. Three specimens of coudatus measure 17-18 mm, a small difference
an paper, but appearing significant when these tiny birds are in the hand.

11
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reduced. Along the shaft of breast-feathers runs a narrow white stripe margined on
the external side of the web with black.
MEASUREMENTS
1 @ (type) Wing 48; bill 11; tarsus 20; tail 31 mm.
COLOURS OF BARE rarts. Iris brown. Bill black. Legs brown.

1202. Longtailed Wren-Babbler. Spelacornis longicaudatus (Moore)

Proepyga longicaudata Moore, 1854, in Horsfield & Moore, Cat. Birds Mus. E.
I. Co. 1: 398 {Alzhanistan errore= Khasi Hills, Assam)
Baker, FBI No. 464, Vol. 1: 452
Plate 70, fig. 10, facing p. 176

Locat NaMme. Tinglin-rui (Kacha Naga).
size. Sparrow —; length ¢. 11 em (4} in.).
FIELD CHARACTERS, . bore, brown with a scaly appearance, paler than
in other wren-babblers; a very small pale
streak above the eye, and ear-coverts grey-
brown. Below, ochraccous-bufl with a whitish
chin and white centre of belly. Sexes alike.
STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. An ende-
mic species. Scarce resident, more abundant in
the Khasi Hills. Assam in the Khasi and Cachar
hills, and Manipur, from ¢. 1000 to 2000 m.! Affects deep evergreen forest
mainly of oak and rhododendron with ample undergrowth, keeping to
ravines or steep hillsides with rock and boulder outerops covered with moss,
ferns and orchids.

GENERAL HABITE. Terrestrial, solitary or in pairs. Creeps and climbs
about boulders in typical wren fashion. Very reluctant to fly; when disturbed
secks safety by scurrying away on foot or dodging into crevices and holes
between boulders.

roon. Insects.

voice and carrs.  On the whole very silent; has a loud, clear whistle
much like that of Progpyga and a soft, chirring alarm-note given for some
minutes after being disturbed (Baker). Song unrecorded.

BREEDING. Season, April to June. Nest, domed or egg-shaped, occasionally
a very deep cup when shelter is afforded by natural protection, The outer
part is made almost entirely of dead leaves, rather loosely put together
and mixed with a few roots and scraps of grass; these materials are dark
in colour, decayed and almost soaked through. Inside is built a compact
structure of rootlets, leaves and grass; finally comes the lining which dis-
tinguishes the nest at a glance from all others: a texture of soft fibrous

-material, skeleton leaves or other vegetable matter about 3 to 6 mm thick,
having the aspeet of papier-miché covering the bottom and the greater
part of the sides. This layer is apparently placed in position when in the
form of pulp which hardens and makes a damp-proof lining. The nest
is placed on the ground or among boulders in luxuriant undergrowth

65‘ gﬁlh Fleming rcporis a specimen collected in castern Nepal in March, JBNHS
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of moss and ferns. Epgs, normally 4, white, rarvely with a faint tinge of

cream or pink, marked with spots or small blotches ol reddish pink to
rictlddish brown, usually scattered over the whole surface, sometimes forming
a xone at the large end. Average size of 50 eggs 1B-4 x 19-4 mm (all
notes on breeding by Baker),

Musrum Ihacnosis.  See hey to the Species and Field Characters

Young, like adult but uniform rufous-brown above; the ferruginous feathers
of the breast with paler streaks.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Rill Tarsus Tail
{from feathers)
» 3

a''s F-G0 & 12 19-20 4548 mm

(Baker)

coLouvrs oF pare rarts.  Iris red (aduolt), brown (voung). Bill dark brown to

blackish. Lk s and leet 1:'.:'i|1 brow.,

SPELAEORNIS CHOCOLATINUG (Godwin-Austen & Walden)

Key to the Subspecics
Sides of neck and body brovwn, less rufous. . . . ... 5 & chocolalins

Sides of neck and body more rufous-brown. .........5 ¢ oales

1205, Streaked Longtailed Wren-Babbler. Spelacornis chocolalinug
chocelalinus {Godwin-Austen & Walden)
Procpwga chocolating Godwin-Austen & Walden, 1875, [hs: 252 (Kedima, Mampuor)

anra haplonota Baker, 1892, Iis: b2 (Hangrum, N. Cachar)

dpelacoruis chocolalinus nagaensis Rapley, 1951, Posulla, Yale Peabody Mus., No. 6
4 (Mount Japvo, Naga Hills)
Baker, FBI MNos. 463 and 4065, Vol 1: 450 and 453
Plate 70, fig. 8, facing p. 176
LOCAL NAMI Tinglin-rut-gadeba (Kacha Naga).
sizg. aparrow —; length ¢, 10 cm (4 in).

FIELD CHARACTERS. Moale. Above, dark brown with a scaly appearance.

Belew, chin white, throat white hnely speckled, the white extending to
centre of belly, Sides of neck and Qanks olive-brown washed with ochraceous
and spotted with white and dark brown.

Female similar to male but more rulescent above and below,
STATUS, DITRIBUTION and HApbrrar. Resident, locally common, Assam
int north Cachar (Barail Range) east to the Naga Hills and south 1o Kedimai
in Manipur, (sce map, p. 160}, From 1200 m (winter} to at least 2400 m
(surnmer ) ; vertical movemenis il any, unknown. Affects deep evergreen forest
with undergrowih ol bracken, ferns or Sirobilanihes, on steep hillsides broken
with rocks and huge boulders covered with rich vegetation and green moss,

GENERAL HABITS. HResemble those aof f"r.;-.«fg‘_n';..: pesilla  (1199), \J’.;r?-
active and restless, quick on legs but slow and feeble in flight. Motso ex-
clusively a ground bird as P. albiventer, being often seen hopping here and
there one or two [eet above the ground.

roon, Ants, small beetles and other insects.
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voice and cacis, A loud, melodic, explosive whistle wlvene (SDIR)
[needs confirming]; alarm-note, a constantly uttered solt chir (Baker).
For renderings of song see 1204

BREEDING. Season, the only nest ever found was in May (Baker). Nest,
a deep cup with the back wall much prolonged though not enough to
form a rool, measuring about 8 cm across; diameter of cup 5 cm, depih
3 em. The greater part of material consisted of skeleton leaves bound to-
gether with dark, coarse fern roots, a few bents and some fine elastic twigs;
the inner part was compactly lined with skeleton leaves alone. (This nest
may not be typical; see 1204, Breeding.) It was built under a big
fallen log, on a pile of dead leaves, broken twigs and branches. FEggs, 3,
white with very pale reddish marks especially near the broad end. Measure-
ments: 17 x 13:2, 172 x 13,174 % 13:1 mmn (Baker). See also 1204,
Breeding.

Museum Disonosis. See Key to the Species. Differs from eatesi (1204) in being
more grevish brown about the head, the spots and terminal edgings on the leathers
of the lower parts being strikingly different, much finer and more delicate in pattern

and form.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Taal
(from skull)
5 & 48-52 13-14 18 4044 mum
I o 18 13 -~ 4] mm
Weight 5 g0 10-14; 1 @ 14 g. (SDR.)

coLOuURs OF BARE ParTs. [Iris light red. Bill dark brown, paler on tip; gape
black, mouth bluish feshy. Legs and feet fleshy,

1204. Chin Hills Longtailed Wren-Babbler. Spelacornis chocolatintes
satest (Rippon)

Urocichla eafesi Rippon, 1904, Bull. Brit. Orn. Cl. 14: 83 (Mount Victoria)
Baker, FBI No. 469, Vol. 1: 455

Local xames. None recorded.

size. Sparrow —; length ¢, 10 em (4 in.).

FIELD GHARACTERS. Asin 1203,

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and mamtaT, Resident, loecally common. Assam
in the Mizo (Lushai) Hills, from 1300 m up (1400 1o 2800 m on Mount
Victoria, optimum zone 2000-2500 m). {See map, p. 160.) Affects thick low,
often thorny bushes and dwarfl bamboo, especially at the edge of evergreen
forest and in clearings.

Extralimital. The Chin Hills of Burma; the species is found in northeastern
Burma and southwestern Szechuan, with an isolated population in north-
western Vietnam.

GENERAL HAmTs and roop. As in 1203,

voicE and carrs. Song, a loud warbling strophe of mostly three, often
two syllables repeated quickly many times: tilifdtjui or just filjui with accent
on the last note. Also a quick and sharp ticki-ticki-ticki-tcki (Heinrich).
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[t has also been described as a |'.L'l[1i'|ll_l; SOTE ol four or five notes similar
to that of Trogladyies, While singing, the bird pulls out the head- and breast-
feathers and jerks itsell up and down in a remarkable way. Other ecall-
notes as an 1203,

BREEDING. Season: April to June, Nest, domed, oval-shaped, composed
of an outer layer of dead leaves, coarse grass etc,, and an inner layer ol grass
stemns, fibres and a little moss and a ]:ll'tu]-l:l:' w.l.lc'l']m:'unl' Ii|1i11_q about 3
mm thick of a papier-miché-like substance, .'Lp|:.|.]1tu_1h' made of vegctable
stufl worked into a pulp and spread over the interior. Size of nest: exterior
height . 15 em, width 10 to 12 em: entrance near the top, about 5 by
4 cm; interior dimensions ¢, 5 em each way; depth of cup from entrance
£. 2:5 em. Placed on the ground under dense undergrowth or among dead
leaves between standing stems, Eoos, normally 3, white with a tinge of
pink, speckled with reddish and faint purple. Average size of 20 eggs,
-1 ¥ 1406 mm (Baker).

Muoseust Diacxosis.  Muoch like the nominate race (12037 above, but chin,
throat, middle of breast and belly white with biack tips; sides of neck and of body
brown, less rufous, with dark tips and subterminal white streaks,

MEASUREMENTS

5 £ i

Wing 10 'g? 47-52; 5 @ @ 47-52 mm (Heinrich).

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Asin 1203,

1205, Spotted Longtailed Wren-Babbler. Spelacorms troplodytoides
sherrifli Kinnear

Spelacornis soultei sherriffi Kinnear, 1934, Bull. Brit. Orn. Cl, 54: 107 {Donga La,
etween Lingtse and Trashi Yangtsi, East Bhutan, 10,500 {t)

Mot in Baker, FBI

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc recorded.

siIzE. oparrow —; length £, 10 em (4 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. Adult. Above, umber-brown spoted with black
and white; tail and wings narrowly barred. A white mark behind the eves
very conspicuous. felow, throat and breast white, this colour extending
on to the belly; sides of neck and flanks tawny olive. Sexes alike.

Young, much darker than adult, blackish brown above, back barred
as wings and tail, not speckled: throat swhitish, breast and belly buf,

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and manrrat. Rare resident, Within our limiis
only recorded from eastern Bhutan (Ludlow) between 3000 and 3300 m
in summer. Affects undergrowth and bamboo in wet temperate forest.

Extralimital. The species ranges from northeastern Burma through
Szechuan to Shensi.

GENERAL HABITS, More arboreal than most wren-babblers; clambers
about on bamboo stems and mossy tree-trunks though not to any great
height from the ground. Tame and rather less restless in its movements,

Foon. Insects.

vorce and cavis. A low song of four or five notes. Call, a subdued
gheep. Alarm, a faint cherr (Stanford).

prEEDING. [Unknown.
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Museum Diacwoss,  See Key to the Species; for details of plumage (and coloured
plate} Ludlow & Kinnear, fbis 1937: 252,
MEASUREMENTS
Wing 3 &' 47-51; 2 @ 9 47 mm (Kkinnear).
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS: Inis red-brown. Bill: upper mandible horny black,
lower pale fleshy. Legs and feet horny brown.

1206, Spotted Short-tailed Wren-Babbler., Spelaon .l.f-r_jis.l'rrr.‘- s | Walden)
Troglodytes formosns Walden, 1874, Ihis: 91 (Darjeeling)
Baker, FBL No. 402, Vol. |: 42
Vol. B, plate 85

vocal Nasme.  Marchek-pho (Lepcha).

sizé. Sparrow —; length e, 10 em (4 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS, Above, head, back and wing-coverts olive-brown
speckled with white; rump, wings and tail chestnut brown barred with
black., Belswr, cinnamon, densely spotted with
white on throat and breast, speckled with black
L8 ill']]'!.. :"‘I'f'!\l"‘! -lliLL'.

sTATUs, DETRIMUTION and wamiTaT. Rare
resident, subject 1o vertical movements. Sikkim,
Darjeeling, Bhutan and NEFA east to at least
the Dafla Hills, also Assam in the Khasi and
Mizo hills, Nagaland, Manipur (Koelz colleetion) and East Pakistan in the
northeastern hill wraets. Affects dank rhododendron forest with thick fern
ground-cover, mossy rocks and decaying trunks of fallen trees, and brush-
wood, at high altitude (a March record at 2300 m in Sikkim). Obtained in
winter at 1200 m (Dafla Hills and Bhutan) in long grass and scrub.

Extralimital, Western Burma (Mount Victoria), southeastern Yunnan
and northwestern Fukien, Monotvpic.

GENERAL maprrs.  Little known. Much as in other wren-babblers.

FooD, Inscets,

voice and carts. A note resembling that of P pwsilla but sharper
(Ludlow); a squeaky seek . . . sick almost identical with that of P, albiventer
{SA).

prREEDING. Notauthentically recorded. Four fully fledged young collected
in Khasi Hills on 10 May (Koelz). Nests reported to belong to this species
were described as deep semi-domed cups of leaves, dead grass, roots, ete.,
densely lined with feathers and placed on the ground on a bank, half
hidden in fallen rubbish or well concealed by undergrowth (Masson in
FBI). The 3 or 4 eggs are white with a few reddish brown specks. Size,
e. 16-5 x 12+5 mm.

Musevs Diacxoziz.  See Kev o the Species.

Young (immaturc). Similar to adult but much darker, almost blackish brown.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsis Tail
(from skull)
1 2 46 14 18 30 mm
1 9 46 14 18 25 mm

COLOURS OF BARE ParTs. Iris brown. Bill, legs and feet horn brown.
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Genus SprHeNocioL A Godwin-Austen & Walden
Sphenocichle Godwin-Austen & Walden, 1875, [his: 250, Type, by monotypy,
Silenocichla roberti Godwin-Austen & Walden
Stout and rather squat binds of heavy build and large, powerful legs and feet.
Bill eonical, sharp-pointed, about the length of the head or a little shorter. No
rictal bristles, Wing short and rounded. "Tail of vwelve leathers, greatly graduated.

sruexNocionLa tuser ((Mandelli)

Key to the Subspecies
Feathers of throat and brenst black with pale shafis. . . 5. &, et
Feathers of throat and breast ashy brown with black margins

and white submargins ; ! PEPRERPR, e TR

1207, Sikkim Wedgebilled Wren. Sphenocicfila fimet fiemet | Mancell)
Heterarkynchus humed Nandelli, 1873, Steav Feathers 1: 415 (Sikkim)
taker, FBI No. 473, Vaol. 1: 461

Plate 70, fig. 11, facing p. 176

sizE, DBulbul s length e 1B em (7 in).

FIELD CHARACTERS. A stour, heavy-looking bird with powerful legs
and feet, and a pointed, conical bill, Abewe, very dark brown, crown and
upper back motiled with golden brown
and with  hne white shaft-streaks
especially conspicuous on forehead ; lower
back, tail and wings finely barred. A
conspicuous pale stripe behind the eyve
breaking up inwo spots on the sides of
neck, Below, throat and breast dark

iy rown with fine shalt-streaks: cenire
ol belly pale grey; posterior lanks and
lower belly mottled with golden brown., Sexes alike.

sTaTUs, DisTrRIBUTION and wasrrar, Very rare resident. Sikkim  (not
recorded since 1873), NEFA in the Aka Fills, Balipara Frontier Tract
(a winter record at 1200 m) and the Mishmi Hills ol recorded since 'IH-';':F_?,
Probably breeds at high altitudes, moving down in winter. Biotope un-
deseribed (but see 1208),

GENERAL HARITS, FOOD and vorce, As in 1208,

prEEDING, Unknown.

Museusm IDhacnomns.  See Key to the Subspecies.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
{from feathers)
a e T0-7+4 2224 26-27 64=71 mm
{Baker)

(from skull)
20 26 G6 mm

{Deslayes)

o
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coLours oF BARE PARTS, Irs dark brown. Bill slate, darker on culmen. Legs

and feet dark brown.

1208. Cachar Wedgebilled Wren. Sphenocichla humet roberti
Godwin-Austen & Walden
Sphenocichla robertt Godwin-Austen & Whalden, 1875, This: 251
{Hemes Peak, Morth Cachar hills)
Baker, FBI No. 474, Vol. 1: 461

rocal Name, Tinglin-rui-padeba { = * bird which runs up trees ' — Kacha Naga).

sizeé, Bulbul —; length ¢. 17 em (7 in.),
FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1207, but throat, breast and upper belly

ashy brown edged with black and inside this evenly bordered with white,

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Rare resident. Nagaland, Manipur,
and Assam in the Cachar Hills and in the Margherita area, from 1500 to
2300 m and probably higher, descending to 900 m in winter. Affects ever-
green forest with large trees, and bamboo on the edge of dense jungle.

Extralimital, Northern Burma.

GENERAL HABITS. Little known. Goes about in parties of 10 and 15
affecting sccondary jungle by preference (Hume)., More a tree creeper
than a wren in its habits. A very active climber about the rough bark of
bigger trees, though not on the higher branches; also hunts in undergrowth
as other babblers do. Flies well with a quick flight from tree to tree or bush
to bush, but seems to prefer legs to wings as means of progression.

roop. Inseets, mostly wood-lice and small boring beetles.

voice and cacts.  Unrecorded.

BREEDING. Seasom, May and June. The only nest described was a pad
of moss on top of a mass of fine grasses and a few tendrils with no other
lining than the soft moss. It was wedged behind a long hanging slip of bark
on a very high tree, about six metres from the ground. It contained four
eggs which measured 20-7 % 17 to 22+-3 ¢ 17-4 mm (Baker).

Mussum Diacxosis. Sec Key to the Subspecics.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Taal
(from feathers)
g g T1-74 25 26-27 58-64 mm
(Baker)

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris rich brown or dark crimson. Bill pale bluish slaty,
base of maxilla and culmen darker. Legs dark brown, claws and soles pale slaty.

Genus Stacuyris Hodgson
Stachyris Hodgson, in Blyth, 1844, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 13: 378. Type, by original
designation, Stachyris nigriceps Hodgson
Stachyridopsis Sharpe, 1883, Car. Bds. Brit. Mus. 7: 596-7. Type, by original desiz-
nation, Stachyris ruficeps Blvth
Thringorhing Oates, 1889, Fauna Brit. Ind., Bds. 1: 155. Type, by original designation,
Turdinus guttatus Blyth

Characterized by an operculum covering the nostrils. Plumage wvariable; bill

stout to thin,
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Key to the Species

Page
I Tl nnrrowly Barretd . oo cee e o s e s emm e s o e et oo SRR 177
IT Tail not barred
A ['mi--r]'-.-nh braaht vebllow . . oo ittt et r e e es 5. |.".'J_',1|Jfﬂ 172
B Underparts not bright yellow
| Lrown !-t.'|.|'lt'l.|. hlackish and white. oo oot visni e r.-f;:r;.'-'ﬁl 174

2 Crown not striped with white
& Ghin Blagk. i e S e e e T e DT O 171
b Chin not black, crown rufous
i Chin white 4 e e e e R e T i T N 169

T IR B AN - o ot are o e e e N, ruificefis 170

1209. Assam Redfronted Babbler. Stachyris rufifrons ambigua
(Harington)
e Harington, 1915, JBNHS 23: 631
[-lllllllllf':', north Cachar)
Baker, FBI No. 280, Val. 1: 270
Vaol. 7, plate 77

Loaal NaMme.  Dao-perc-gajao (Cachari).,

SIZE.  Sparrow ; length . 12 em (4} in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS, Very similar to S nuficeps (1210). Distinguished
from it by white chin, ochraceous throat and whitish belly (2. all pale
vellow in ruficeps). Flanks and lower belly washed with ochraceous. Black
streaks on chin and throat hardly discernible in the field. Rufous of crown
not sharply defined [rom rest of upper plumape which is olive-brown tinged
with rufous. A pale grey supercilium. Sexes alike.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and wammat. Resident, locally common. The
foothills of Sikkim, Bhutan, NEFA to the head of Assam Valley, sparingly
in the plains, Assam, Nagaland, Manipur and East Pakistan in the north-
castern and Chittagong hill tracts; from the edge of the plains up to ¢, 900 m,
Also the northern Eastern Ghats (Sankrameta) between 1000 and 1200 m.
EJ{'I‘II]'.IH':: a lower zone 'I|:|_.|.[|I A F'.l._|'|;|| r, Aflecis dense '.|||_r|.1':'|_:|:'1|'|.'.|h_ ithick
forest in ravines, jungle with grass in open forest, light deciduous or semi-
evergreen lorest, and bamboo or scrub Jungle,

Extralimital. The species ranges east to N, Vietnam and Laos and south
through the Malay peninsula, Sumatra and Bornco.

GENERAL HARITS, In pairs during the Dbreeding season, otherwise in
small restless foraging parties often in mixed company with other babblers,
crecping through undergrowth and also the crowns of bamboo clumps and
medium-sized trees. Often catches insects on the wing.

roob.  Insects; occasionally berries.

voioe and cacrs.  Mellow musical iora-like 4-noted whistles, whi-whi-
whi-whi, and conversational chittering as in 1210 (SA). The song consists
of six to seven notes on a monotone with a pause alier the first note and
the rest uttered rapidly (Smythies).

RREEDING., Season, .-"Lpri] to Julv. Nest, domed or sometimes semi-domed
or deep cup-shaped, made chiefly of bamboo leaves, occasionally ni'g:—;p;“-u.
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alone, lined with rootlets. Placed upright between supporting twigs or on
a bed of rubbish and leaves inside a clump of bamboo, usually within one
metre from the ground, sometimes up to two metres, more rarely on the
ground on banks. Deserted clearings are [avourite nesting places. Eges,
3 10 5, normally 4, undistinguishable from those ol 8. mificeps. Average size
of 100 eggs 16-1 x 12-4 mm (Baker). Both sexes take part in incubation.
Period undetermined. Occasionally brood-parasitized by Cuculus sparvertotdes
and C. fugax (Baker, JBNHS 17 : 368. 686).

Musevs Ihacwoss, See Field Characters; for details of plumage Baker, loc.
cit. Specimens fox and (ade rapidly so that old material in collections 15 valueless
for comparison,

Y oung, ke adult but edges of wings and tail more rustv; black shalts on throat
barely wvisible; rufous cap less provounced: underparts paler. Primary and tail
characters present; postjuvenal moult eomplete.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Thail
(frorm skull
ay 50-56 15-15 17-22 43-51 mm
(HW, 5A)

Weight 2 1 10, 10; 1 9 9 g (SA).
COLOURS OF DARE PARTS. Iris brown to red. Bill dark grev or slaty blue. Legs
and feet greenish vellow.

1210. Redheaded Babbler. Sfachyris ruficeps ruficeps Blyth

alachyris rificeps Blyth, 1847, Jour. Asiat. Soc, Bengal 16: 452 (Darjecling)
Stachyris ruficeps rufipectns Koelz, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional Exploration, No, 1: 6
(kohima, Naga Hills)
Baker, FBI Ko, 277, Vol. 1: 268

LocAL Nase.,  Spab-birang-pho (Lepchal.

size. Sparrow —; length 12 cm (4} in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. Above, crown rufous-brown sharply defined from
grevish olive back. Lores and orbital area pale yellowish, Below, chin and
throat pale yellow finely streaked with black. Rest of underparts pale yellow
tinged with olivaceous on flanks and lower belly. Sexes alike, For distinction
from 8. rufifrons, see 1209,

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HaprraT. Common resident. From central
Nepal (Sheopuri ridge, Smythies JBNHS 49: 514) ecast to the Mishmi
Hills,* the hills of Assam, Nagaland and Manipur; also Orissa (Simlipal
Hills, Salim Ali, BNHS coll.). From ¢. 1000 to 2700 m (in winter to 600 m),
optimum zone 1500-2400 m. Occupies a higher zone than rufifrons though
overlapping at the lower altitudes, Affects thick secondary growth of bushes
in clearings, heavy evergreen forest, bamboo jungle, nearly always in dense
undergrowth.

Extralimital, Northwestern Burma. The species ranges north to Szechuan,
east to Anhwel, Formosa, south to Hainan and south-central Vietnam,

! Ripley's records from the Mishmi Hills {JBNHS 48: 23) pertain to 5, r muficgps, not
rofifrons.
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GENERAL 1ABITS, In pairs in the breeding season, otherwise in small
loraging parties olien in mixed company of other small babblers etc.
keeping to low undergrowth. Actions rather tit-like,

roop, Insccts; occasionally berries.

volce and cares, A low conversational chittering reminiscent of Dumetia
fvperythra as the birds move about; also a low soft 4-noted wlastle indistin-
hable [rom that of 1209 {5A), Song, very similar to that of &, ehnsaea

3 b

notes (Heinrich).

BREEDING.  Season, April to July. Nest, either domed or deep cup-shaped,
made chicfly of bamboo leaves with grassy fibres and other dead leaves,
lined with very fine grass stems. On the whole better made and more
cemmpact than that of & ehrgaca. Placed in low bushes or bamboo clumps
within ane metre from the ground, sometimes on the ground. Fees, normally
b, white, marked with small spots and blotches of brown or reddish brown,
generally more numerous at the large end. Average size of 50 eggs 15:8 X
12:6 mm (Baker). Oceasionally brood-parasitized by Cuculus poliocephalus

Baker, |[BNHS 17: 635).

Musesus Diac=osis:,  See Field Characters: for details |l|-|rl.l1lll::|L:l' Baker, loe. cit.
Young, ke adult rather less olive abowve: crown ||.:|.t|'l", fant rulous 1'n|:_-|'|"\ Lo
wing. Primary and tml characters present; postjuvenal moult complete.
1 f | Y
Wing Ball ['nrsus Tail
{from skull
agd =58 15-16 1720 M-52 mm
1 @ iR - -

(SR, SA, Baker)
Weight 3 °'c? 10-12; 1 9@ 10 g (SDR, SA). 16 219 (Oct.-Nov.) 8-12 {av. 10-2

g — SA

COLOURS OF BARE parts. Iris red. Bill: upper mandible blackish or brewnish,

lower basally purple, distally grev, or, pearly horn to J:li:llJ\.i‘\.Ii horn. Legs and [eet

brownish green, brownish vellow, greenish brown or vellowish grey (SDR).

1211. Blackchinned Babbler. Stachyris pyrrhops Blyth

Stackyiis pyrekops Blyth, 1844, Jour. Asiat, Soc. Bengal 13: 379 IHI."!LLLII
."'f,"-.'.,l'.:'.:.tJ"£|'.'J.".'-IJ".I ochirofs loelz, 1934, Contnib. Inst. ]{1_‘_r_l|i||||.|] l".'ﬁIIJJJJ.i!i.rIIIII, Mo, 1: 6

(Kotly, Kangra Dist., Punjab)
Baker, FBI Mo. 281. Vaol, 1: 271
Plate 70, fig. 9, facing p. 176

LOCAL NAMES., None recorded,

sizé.  aparrow —; length 10 cm (4 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. Jbove, olive-brown with a dull tawny olive head;
lores black. Below, chin black, sides of head and breast ochraceous, belly
bufl, flanks tinged with olivaceous. Sexcs alike.

s5TATUS, DISTRIBUTION and mamrtat. Common resident. The Himalayas
[rom Murree east to central Nepal, From 750 1o 2400 m at all seasons, optimum
bhreeding zone 1500-2000 m; occasionally descends in winter to 300 m.
Affects light forest, serub jungle, bamboo, small nullahs and hedgerows.
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GENERAL HABITS, In the non-breeding season associates in small flocks
of 8 to 10 birds eccasionally with the mixed itinerant foraging parties,
feeding mostly on the ground turning over fallen leaves in search of insecrs,
or hopping about in the undergrowth, paving special attention to dead
leaves. Rarely ascends trees as high as three or four metres. The birds
pair off in March.

rFoopn. Insects; occasionally berries,

voice and cavis. A soft chir. Alarm, a slow pee-ve-re; some song phrases
include phir-dee-dee, chur-de-du (Fleming). Song aptly likened to the ringing
of a tiny bell (Proud); reminiscent also of an iora’s calls — a solt mellow
whistling wil-wit-wit-wil etc. repeated quickly 7 or 8 times (SA). Song
period in Nepal end February till October (Proud).

BREEDING, Season, April to July, Nest, domed — a ball of grass or dead
leaves looscly put together, lined with fibres or pine needles. Usually placed
low down in scrub, occasionally as high as 1+:5 m. Eggr, 3 or 4, white, Lightly
speckled and spotted, chiefly at the larger end with pinkish red or brick-red.
Unmarked eggs arc rare. Average size of 32 eggs 16-5 % 13 mm (Baker).

Museum Diacxosis,  See Field Characters; for details of plumage Baker, loc. cit.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(Trom: skull)
aa 22-56 1516 r. 18 48-52 mm
Q9 50-5:4 15-16 -— 45-31 mm

(BB, Rand & Fleming)
Weight 5 &' e. 10-11:-5; 4 9 @ ¢. 8-11 g (Diessclhorst).
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS.  Iris 4 crimson, @ red. Bill dark brown, lower mandible
Hesh-coloured. Legs, feet and claws pale brownish flesh.,

STACHYRIS CHRYSAEA Blvth

Key to the Subspecies
Back yellowish olive, underparts brght chrome-vellow........

............................................... 8. ¢. chrysaca
Back greyish olive, underparts dull orange-vellow. .5, ¢ binghami

1212. Nepal Goldenheaded Babbler. Stachyris chrysaea chrysaca Blyth

Stachyris chrysaea Blyth, 1844, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 13: 379 (Nepal)
Stachyris chrysaea ehrysocoma Koelz, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional Exploration, No. 1: 5
(Karong, Manipur)

Baker, FBI MNo. 273, Vol. 1: 265
Vol. 7, plate 77

LocAL NaMes, Syak-birang-pho (Lepehal; Pra-li-ne or Pe-ma-ra (Mishmi).

SIZE. Sparrow —; length 10 em (4 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. Abore, forchead, crown and nape golden yellow, the
last two streaked with black; lores and a short moustachial stripe black.
Back and ear-coverts yellowish olive. Befow, bright yellow. Sexes alike.

sTATUS, nisTRIBUTION and HaBrraT. Resident, locally common. From
west central Nepal (Pokhara, Proud, JBNHS 53: 58, the only post-Hodgson-
ian record) east through Sikkim, Bhutan, NEFA to the Mishmi Hills, the
hills of Assam south to the range of binghami, Nagaland and Manipur.

o0 il AP I ‘-.‘r’ .
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In the Himalayas from 1200 to 2600 m optimum zone 1500-2000 m;
i Assam from 900 o 1800 m, and in ].:l.l-;]}i:npur down to 300 m. Affects
dense bushes, bamboo and scedling undergrowth and Rubus thickets in humid
secondary jungle and evergreen forest, deserted cultivation and clearings.
Extral Northern Burma to western Yunnan. The species ranges
cast to Vietnam and south to the Malay peninsula and western Sumatra.,
CENERAL HADITS

An active and restless species found in mixed parties
ol babblers, Hvcatchers, and warblers, slipping through bamboo and under-
growth, as well as I 10 the |Z-h1|;e- Canopy ol trees |]1||.1]!,_:'|'| seldlom ,1;1..'4_‘-:"_r_|i|:1!{
very high; clinging 1o sprigs and peering under leaves in search of insects
like a tit. The Hocks work feverishly, and sweep on rapidly from tree to
tree. shy but very illl.|1|1'-.ll.i‘-r'. hopping !:'I".I!-:"lt'h"-u|':n' in tangled undergrowth

around * frozen ' observer with th

LITE

stlessness of a flycawcher, tail cocked
and wings drooping at the sides
roon, Insects:; occasionally bherries.

vorck and carrs, Members of a party keep up a constant, soft, low

twittering which rises to shriller and louder notes — chirtk-chirik, ctc. if
[|||- |:i|{!-. |||,'c O .I'_'.::.ll':'l.i. i Nl!-u[]i-'Hll,E'_ IE( _-.:|t|_|_': i |ut'.i_1.|_:: -H-f SCYEn or i_‘jli.{]lt
notes on the same tone pe fri-pi=pri-pii-pi-pi

121 but with a noticeabls

very like the song of $. rificeps
: pause after the first note; another song con-
sists of three sibilant notes rising in pitch fzu-tzu-tzu, somewhat like the
song of Franklin's Wren-Warbler (Smythies).

BREEDING. Season, April 1o July, Nest, normally domed, made of bamboo
leaves with an inner cup or lining of rootlets, measuring about 10 to 15
em in height by 7 to 10 cm in width. Placed in bamboo clumps about
30 to bU em {rom the ground, often buried in fallen leaves, or on the ground,
well screened by sheltering bushes and weeds, almost always on a bank.

o,

g5, 4, white, rarely spotted with reddish brown. Average size of 70 eggs
15-4 % 12-2 mm (Baker

Museum [hiacxoss. Sce Key to the Subspeeies; for details of plumage, Baker,
L
loc. cit.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Hill Tarsus Tl
(Tromm skull)
A0 47-56 15-14 1719 -0 mm

(SDR, SA)
Weight 7 7 6-10; 1 @ 7 g (SDRE, 5A, BB).
COLOURS OF BARE rParTs,  Iris light brown. Bill dark slaty horm above, paler

below. Legs and feet pale yellowish brown to greenish brown,

1213, Chin Hills Goldenheaded Babbler. ."s'.‘.-::.-’]_":.r.'.j chrysaea binghami
Rippon
Stachyris binghami Rippon, 1904, Bull, Brit. Om. CL 14: 84
(Mount Victona, Chin Hills)
Stackyris chrysaea erecina hoelz, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional Exploration, No. 1: 6
(Sangau, Lushai Hills)
Baker, FBI No. 274, Vol. 1: 266

LocAL MAMES. None recorded,
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sizE. Sparrow —; length ¢, 10 cm (4 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS, Asin 1212,

sTATUS, DISTRIBUTION and maprrar,. Common resident. Assam in the
Mizo Hills south to the hills of East Pakistan, [rom 1200 m up. Habitat
asin 1212,

Extralimital. The Chin Hills and Arakan in Burma.

GENERAL HARITS, FOoOD and voice. Asin 1212,

BREEDING, Asin 1212,

Musgusm Dhacwosis.  See Key to the Subspecies,

MEASUREMENTS and COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Asin 1212,

Stacuyris xiGricers Blyth

Key to the Subspecies

Page
A  Throat feathers edged with while. . ....coiieunenrsnaan §. m. migriceps 174
B  Throat feathers not edged with white
8 Ear-coverts rilfous-Bromwm. . . ccieiouconsnssrsssesosssa 5. n. coltarti 177
b Ear-coverts brown
1 Darker: ear-coverts seal-Brovwm., . . covrverenvsnrsorssat 8. m. cori 176
2 Paler; car-coverts burnt UmbBer. . cousaasisrarsseaad §. n, spadix 176

1214, Blackthroated Babbler. Stachyris m'__l‘rrg'q'j‘u .l.lfgrr'r;lt.l: Blyth

Stachyris nigriceps Blyth, 1843, Jour. Asiat. Soc, Bengal 13: 378 (Nepal)
Baker, FBI No. 270, Vol. 1: 264
Veol. 7, plate 77

LOGAL NAaMES. Mposiay (Pahana); Sangriam-pfe (Lepcha).

size, Sparrow —; length ¢. 12 cm (5 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. . bove, crown blackish striped with white; a black
supercilium extending to nape; rest of
upperparts olive-brown. Below, chin and
throat slate-grev bordered by white malar
stripes; rest of underparts fulvous tinged
with olivaceous on flanks and lower belly.
Sexes alike.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and narrrar, Com-

et mon resid1un.'lt. From central Nepal ecast

through Sikkim, Bhutan and NEFA to the
Miri Hills where it intergrades with coei. From ¢. 760 to 1800 m, breeding
mostly above 1000 m in the western parts of its range, but descending to
the edge of the plains farther east. Affects secondary serub and bamboo
jungle in light or dense forest.

GENERAL HABITS. Keeps in parties of 5 to 20, commonly in association
with other species of small babblers. Very active, incessantly on the move.
When one bird flies to another thicket, the rest promptly follow in twos
and threes. Frequents the lower growth. Pairs form in late March.

Foon. Almost entirely insects; berries and nectar also taken.

wJo BBy Y-

[ e
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Rhopocichla atriceps and Stachyris nigriceps

/

30

20

%
N n:ml

9ﬂ|
Distributional ranges

T T A4 N -

%,ﬂf a. africeps (1224 " r!l_'?_._H a. oourdillon (122¢ ...! ”””IF. a. siccafus (1220).

% f'1 M. migricefs (1214) . ER
Bl 5 o coltarti (1217). [-__—"-]I 8. n. spadix (1216),

voIicE and caris. Alarm, an explosive chhrrri I'l"|'1|.'.IL|;'LI: several times:
call-note, a repeated, loud, insistent fweepe-t"twa (rising-low) (Lister).

Song, a peculiar single note lollowed by a trill which sounds like a small

&, n.ocoer (1215],

bell rung faster and faster, then stopping abruptly (Proud). A low, sweet,
rather mournful whistle (SA).

BREEINNG. JSeason, chielly April to July. Nest, domed, outwardly made
of bamboo leaves very loosely put together, interiorly built of rootlets, moss,
a few dead leaves and [ern fronds, lined with finer moss and fern roots.
Nearly always placed on the ground, gencrally on a bank and well concealed
in shrubs, grass or fallen debris; rarely in a bamboo clump or a bush up
to 60 cm. Epes, 4, rarely 5 or 3, white. Average size of 50 cges 18- X 14-4
mm (Baker)

MusevM Ihacnosis. Differs from coed in being paler and having the throat
feathers edeed with white.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing 3ill Tarsus Tail
{(from skull)
aa 52-62 17-19 21-22 50-56 mm
29 6-63 17-18 21-22 #7-51 mm

(BB, SDR, SA, Rand & Fleming)
Weight 10 g*a? 14=17; 7 ¢ ¢ 10-17 g (GD. BR).
COLOURS OF DARE PARTS, Iris pinkish biscuit colour, orange-brown or reddish
brown. Bill: upper mandible horny brown, lower pale flesh, darker in summer,

-
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Legs and feet olive-vellow (SA). Or: Ins dull brownish white or dull whitish vellow,
LT]_‘I[J{‘T.' mandible dark brown to black, lower whitish to fleshy white. Legs dull
yvellow to dull grecnish vellow (SR,

1215. Mishmi Blackthroated Babbler. Stachyris nigriceps coet Ripley

Stachyris nigriceps coei Ripley, 1952, Postilla, Yale Peabody Mus., No, 14:3
(Drevi, Mishmi Hills)
Mot in Baker, FBI

LOCAL NAMES. None recorded.

sizg, Sparrow —; length ¢e. 12 cm (5 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. Asin 1214,

sTATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HaBtaT., Resident. NEFA in the Mishmi
Hills, from the edge of the plains to 1800 m, Affects undergrowth in wet
cvergreen forest.

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and vOICE.

BREEDING., Jsin 1214,
Intermediate between migrniegps and gpadiv. Differs from

As in 1214, q.v.

Musgum DiacNosis,
the former in being darker and having an unstreaked threat; from spadic in being

darker with a more blackish throat and dark seal-brown ear-coverts; from coltard

in having dark brown rather than rufous-brown ear-coverts, and by being a purer

less rufescent brown below,
MEASUREMENTS. Asin 1214,
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Ins brown. Uppct" mandible black, lower grevish horn.

Legs dull greenish vellow,

1216. Assam Blackthroated Babbler. Siocliyris nigriceps spadix Ripley

Stachyris nigriceps spadiz Ripley, 1948, Bull. Brit. Orn. Cl. 68; B9
(Laisung, north Cachar)
Stachyris nigriceps ravida Koelz, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional Exploration, No. 1: 5
(Sangau, Lushai Hills)
Baker, FBI No. 271 (part), Vol. 1: 263

LooAL NAME., Dag-rigphong {Cachari).

sizg. Sparrow —; length ¢. 12 em (5 in.).
FIELD CHARACTERS. Asin 1214,
sTATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HamTaT, Common resident. Assam in the

Garo, Khasi, Cachar and Mizo (Lushai) hills, and East Pakistan in the
northeastern hills and the Chittagong region, from the edge of the plains

to 1800 m. Affects undergrowth in evergreen forest.
Extralimital, Southern Burma south and east to northern Tenasserim;

northwestern Thailand. The specics ranges cast 1o Vietnam and south
to the Malay peninsula, Sumatra and Borneo.

GENERAL HaBpITs, Foop and voice, Asin 1214,

BREEDING. Season, March to August. Nest and eggs, as in 1214, Average
size of 200 eggs 19-1 ¢ 14:7 mm (Baker). Female does most of the building;
both birds incubate; incubation period about twelve days.
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160, 2 Frichastoma a. abbetti, Abbowt"s Babbler (1167,
T Pn iulfl'[ o . albipenter, Sealvbreasied '||'|| ren=Babbler (1198Y, 4 Pomaforfiny o, stenorfynefos, Laosnebilled
Bahbler (1189), 5 Pomatos e ervtregens, Rustyehecked  Scimitar Babbler (1181).
" h Nupathera b, stviata, Strenked Wren-Babbler
f1194%. 8 ‘s',rn:.n'rmm-'-"a e, checolatinus, Sire Il el Longtailed Wren-Babbler (12033, 9 Sy If'nnu']-.-f.-:l.

| Pellorusim palustre, Marsh Spotted Bablilcr

Seimita
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Blackchinned Babbler (12111, 10 Spela 15 lonwic aidatus, ] aongtailed Wren-Babbler (12027, 11 St
cichla h. himei, Wedgebilled Wren |.:'“ o 12 Stachyris oplei, Austen’s Spotted Babbles [(1218),
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Museum Diaomosi.  Differs from coef in being paler and having a more slate-
grey throat.

MEASUREMENTS and COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in migriceps,

1217. Nagaland Blackthroated Babbler. Stachyris nigriceps coltarti
Harington

Stachyris nigriceps coltarti Harington, 1913, Bull. Brit. Orn. Cl. 33: 61
(Margherita, Assam)
Baker, FBI Mo. 271 (part), Vol. 1: 265

LocaLl MasmeEs., None recorded.

size. Sparrow —; length e. 12 cm (5 in.),

FIELD CHARACTERS. Asin 1214,

sTATUS, DIsSTRIDUTION and wasrrar. Common  resident. Northeast
Assam in the Margherita area, and Nagaland, from the edge of the plains
to 1800 m. Affects bamboo and undergrowth in wet evergreen forest and
thick scrub jungle.

Exiralimital. Northern Burma.

GENERAL HARITS, FooD and vomce. Asin 1214,

BREEDING. Asin 1214,

Museum Dracwosis,  Differs from spadic in having the ecar-coverts rufous-brown
rather than brown; from coei by the same character and also by being a more
rufescent brown below.

MEASUREMENTS. Asin 1214

Weight 3 2 16=17 g (SDR).

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Asin 1215,

1218. Austen’s Spotted Babbler. Stachyris oglet (Godwin-Austen)

Actinura oglei Godwin-Austen, 1877, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 46: 42 (Sadiya, Assam)
Baker, FBI No. 268, Vol. 1: 262
Plate 70, fig. 12, facing p. 176

LoCAL Name. Chum-pitfi (Trans-Dikku Naga).

siZzE. Sparrow —; length ¢. 13 cm (5 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. Above, crown and nape rich golden brown, back
duller. Wings and tail narrowly barred. A conspicuous white supercilium
from lores to nape, breaking up into spots on the sides of neck and bordered
above by a black line from [orchead to nape; ear-coverts black. Below,
throat white, breast slate-grey; rest of underparts umber-brown. Sexes
alike.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and manrrat. Rare resident with a very restricted
range. Evidently confined to northeastern Assam in the Patkai Range
near Margherita and the hills north of Sadiya. Nests were brought in
from an altitude of 1800 m or higher, Appears to inhabit moist dense scrub
in rocky ravines,

GENERAL HABITS, Very little known. According to native collectors,
keeps much to the heaviest undergrowth, is silent, skulking and does not
go about in flocks.

12
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Foop. Insects,

voirce and carrs. Unrecorded.

BREEDING. Season, April to June. Nest (not seen in situ by any ornithologist),
a large, globular structure made of bamboo leaves mixed with roots, twigs,
dead leaves and a little moss. Said by the native collectors to be placed
on the ground, under bushes in rocky ravines. Eggs, about 4, white. Average
size of 15 eggs 22:8 x 17+-1 mm (Baker).

Muscum Diacnoss.  See Field Characters,

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus ail
(from [eathers)
ae 68-76 e 17 & 27 ¢ 55 mm
{Baker)
5 (from skull)
19 G3 20 26 53 mm

(SDR)
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris erimson. Bill dark horny, paler below. Legs and
feet brown (Coltart).

Genus DuseTIA Blyth

Dumetia Blyth, 1849, Cat. Bds. Mus, Asiat. Soc.: 140, 185, Type, by subsequent
designation (G, R, Gray, 1855, Cat. Gen. Subgen. Bds, Brit. Mus.: 45),
Timalia hyperythra Franklin

Similar to Timalia, also with suff shafis o feathers of forehead and crown but
hill slenderer and smaller.

DuseTiA HYPERYTHRA (Franklin)
H.cy to the Subspecies

Pa
A Throat concolorous with rest of underparts, .........D. k. kyperythra |§?
B Throat white
1 Reddish brown of head brighter and extending to crown........
................................................ I k. abuensis 178
2 Reddish brown duller and more or less restrieted to forchead
a Darker below, bill mere slender. .. ....vvunnen.. D, k. albogularis 179
b " Paler below, bill hefvier, ..o ciscisaaesrss s D. h. phillipsi 182

1219, 1220. Mount Abu Whitethroated Babbler. Dumefia hyperythra
abuensizs Harington

Dumetia albigulares abuensis Harington, 1915, Jour. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc. 23: 420
(Mount Abu)
Dumetia kyperythra navarroi Abdulali, 1939, Jour. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc. 56: 333
(Khandala, Poona District, Western Ghats)
Baker, FBI No. 231, Vol. 1: 230

LOCAL NAME. Karamadi lalédo (Gujarati).

sizE. Sparrow —; length ¢. 13 em (5 in.).
FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 122]1. See Museum Diagnosis.
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STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and mamTar. Common resident. Southern [{ﬂ_‘i;{g-
than (Sambhar and Mount Abu), Saurashtra peninsula, eastern Gujarat,

Dumetia hyperythra

] ] | | \

a0

. "
%
IECI I?u 80 gui e 1@
Distributional ranges

it abuensis (1219) % fipperythra (1222),

ﬁ albogularis ;:1'zﬂt]. - ﬁﬁrﬁ:ﬁsi {1'123]_

westernmost Satpuras, and the Western Ghats south to Poona |:1.-|.']:||:_-|:'|;:
it intergrades with alboguleris) and east to about Kannad in Marathwada,
c. 20°NM., T5°E. Affects well-wooded country and scrub,

GENERAL HARBITS, FOOD, voIce and carrs, As in 1221, . V.

BREEDING. Season, from the latter part of June when the rains have
well set in, till September, Nest and eges, as in 1221,

Museust Diacross,  Diflers from albogularis in having the whole erown chestnut
and the underparts paler.

MEASUREMENTS and CcOLOURS OF BARE PaRTS. Asin 1221,

1221. Whitethroated Babbler. Dumetia hypervthra alb agularis (Blyth)

M. (alacocercus) (?) albogularis Blyth, 1847, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 16: 453
(southern India, restricted to Mysore by Baker, 1921, Handlist: 74)
Baker, FBI Ne. 230, Vol, 1: 229

LOCAL NAMES. Shah dwmri (Hindi); Pandi-jitta {* pig-bird ' — Telugu); Chinna
ehilappan (Malayalam).

size. Sparrow —; length ¢. 13 em (5 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. Above, olive-brown with a reddish brown cap. Below,
throat white, rest of underparts ochraceous. Sexes alike.
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STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and mamTar. Common resident. Southern India
south of the Krishna river and Mahableshwar; intergrades with hyperythra
in the Nallamalai range, with abuensis in the Poona district and with phillipsi
in southern Kerala. From near sea level generally up to e, 1200 m (up 1o
1800 m in the Cardamom Hills). Affects grassland and scrub, bamboo
clumps, deciduous scrub jungle and forest; avoids evergreen.

GENERAL HABITS, Keeps in loose flocks of five 1o twelve birds hopping
about restlessly among tall grass, undergrowth or on the ground rummaging
quietly among the dead leaves, Hicking them aside
or peering under them for lurking insects, Great
skutkers, scattering and diving into thick cover
on the least alarm, the flock soon re-uniting
through the agitated cheeps and chittering of the
members. Closely resembles Stachyris in behaviour,

el habits and appearance.

roop. Mainly insects. Flower-nectar (e.g. Erpthrina, Salmalia) is also taken.

voicé and caris. Members of a flock maintain contact with one
another by means of rather feeble but sharp cheecping notes sweech-siveech
(reminiscent of a sunbird — Nectarinia) varied occasionally by a harsher
twittering, especially when alarmed (SA). Also ‘a soft tack-tack like two
pebbles tapped together, and a elear whistling song of seven notes * (Nichols),
This song described as * pleasant, the first half very like a Redwinged
Bush Lark’s and the lawer part resembling the canary-like notes of the
sunbird, the two running into cach other without a break * (Lowther).

BREEDING. Season, not well defined, mostly during the monsoon (June
to October). Nest, a neat ball-shaped structure about 15 cm in diameter,
made ol coarse grasses and bamboo leaves, lined with finer grasses, with
the entrance on the side. One nest was reportedly made of curly paper
shavings used in packing bottles. Usually placed in some thorny bush
overgrown with monsoon creepers within twe metres from the ground,
most often near, or on the ground in clumps of grass. Epgs, 3 or 4,
white, spotted and blotched with reddish brown. Average size of 50 eggs
17-4 % 14+1 mm (Baker). Brood-parasitized by the Baybanded Cuckoo
(382).

Muserm Dracxozis.  Differs from the nominate subspecies (1222} in having
a white throat; from abuensts in having the reddish brown restricted to forchead ;
phillipsi is paler and has a heavier bill. Prenuptial moult takes place in January
and February,

Yeoung, has the whole upper plumage a brighter, more rufous brown, without
reddizh brown on forchead or crown: lower plumage duller, more fulvous brown,
with mere traces of white on the chin, throat and central abdomen. Postjuvenal

moult complete.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
[from skull)
aa 53-65 14-15 18-20 59-69 mm
QQ 53-58 1413 18-21 55-69 mm

(HW, 5A, Koelz)
Weight 10 o* @ 10-15 (av. 12-9) g — SA.
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COLOURS OF wArE PARTS. lris creamy white. Bill pale horny brown, paler on
lower mandible; moath pale vellowish flesh 1o pink, apparently varying with age.
Legs and feet yellowish flesh, duskier on anterior tarsus; claws brown.

222, Rufousbellied Babbler. Dumetia fyperyihra fyperythra (Franklin)

Timalia hyperythea Frankling 1831, Proc, Zool. Soc. London: 118

(Ganges near Benares)
Baker, FBI No. 229, Val, 1 228
Plate 70, hig. 6, facing p. 176

LOCAL MNAMES. Nl:lrlr' II'{'I:I-[-I]I_'I.I_

size.  Sparrow —; length ¢, 13 cm (5 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1221, but underparts entirely clay-coloured;
no white.

STATUS, DiIsTRIBUTION and mamitat. Common resident, but unevenly
distributed. From Simla along the Himalayan foothills through Uttar
Fradesh, Nepal terai to Darjeeling duars, West Bengal and Last Pakistan
west of the H!',|h|||.|[1|ur.t, south to the Krishna river and west :1['.-111'nxjnml:'|3;
to a line Hyderabad-Jalna-Mhow-Jhansi. Intergrades with albogularis
in the Mallamalai range and with abuensis in the Jalna arca. In the p[:;in,g
and hills up to ¢. 900 m. Affects tall grass and thorn scrub jungle.

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and wvoice, Asin 122],

BREEDING, Season, March to mid September {monsoon). Nest; of two
types, either an oval ball of dead bamboo leaves lying on its side, with the
entrance at the end or, more commonly, a ball of coarse grass with the
entrance about hall-way up the side, without lining or with a slight one
of fine fern stems or grasses, Usually placed near the ground among
grass and weeds surrounding a small bush, exceptionally in a bush up to
about 1-5 m. May be situated on the outskirts of jungle or a little WLy
inside, but most often alongside some path. Eggs, usually 4, sometimes 3,
white with reddish brown spots and blotches. Average size of 50 cges 17-3 %
13-8 mm (Baker),

Museus Diacnosis.  Distinguished from  other subspecies by its  uniformly
clav-coloured underparts (no white on throat or abdomen). Postnuptial moult
complete in October and November, A partial prenuptial moult in April and
May, confined to head, neck and breast,

Young, differs from adult in lacking the reddish brown tinge ol the forchead.
Colour of underparts duller and paler. May also be recognized by the broad, soft
round-tipped first primary and soft narrow tail-feathers. Postjuvenal moult complete
andd remarkable for the sudden casting of rectrices.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
{Mrom skull)
gt S3=08 13-14 19-21 57-04 mm
QQ 52-55 15-14 19-20 58-63 mm

(HW, SA)
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. [Irls hazel brown or vellowish red. Hill pale brown:
mouth pale fleshy pink. Legs and fect light brown or pale yellowish.
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1223. Ceylon Whitethroated Babbler. Dumetia hyperythra phillipst
Whistler
Dumetia hyperythra phillipsi Whistler, 1941, Ihis: 319
{ Kumbalgamuwa, Ceylon, 3000 0t)
Mot in Baker, FBI

LOGAL NaMmeEs, Rateehia, Parandel-kurulld (Sinhala).

SIZE. Sparrow =—; length e. 13 em (5 in.}).

FIELD CHARACTERS. Asin 1221, See Muscum Diagnosis.

staTUs, pisTRiBuTioN and mamrar. Resident, well distributed and
moderately plentiful. Ceylon in the low country and hills up to 1500 m
or higher in some districts. Affects scrub and high grasslands in both the
Wet and Dry zonces,

GENERAL HABITS, Foop and voice. Asin 1221,

BREEDING. Season, ill-defined; in the hills, mostly March to May and
again in August and September, but nests have been found in every month
except November and December. In the low-country Wet zone, chiefly
January and February and also in September. In the Dry zone, in the south
as well as in the north, the season starts with the November rains and may
continue well into June, though the majority of nests are found during
December, January and February. Appears to have two broods. Nest, as
in 1221, Eggs, generally 3, occasionally 2, rarely 4, white, spotted and
blotched with reddish brown, e 18 x 14 mm.

Museus Diacxosis,  Differs from albosularis (1221) in being paler rufous below,
with the white of the central abdomen more extensive. Bill larger and heavier.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
{from skull)
aag 54=-39 14-15 19-20 54-63 mm
Q9 5459 ¢ 14 19-20 55-61 mm
(HW)

Weight 1 & 14 g (SDR).
COLOURS OF DARE ParTs. Asin 1222,
Genus RuoroctcHLA Oates
Rhopacichla Oates, 1889, Fauna Brit. Tndia, Bds. 1: 159, Type, by original designa-
tion, Brachypleryx atriceps Jerdon
Differs from Aleippe in having the nostrils roundish, exposed, and pierced in the
anterior part of the membrane, and the tail shorter than the wing. Eggs of the two
genera also dillerent.
REnorocicHLA aTricers (Jerdon)
Key to the Subspecies

Page
A Entire ecrown very dark brown
I Crown blackish brown, almostblack.................. R. a. alriceps 183
2 Crown ooty Brown. ...ccovrmes v arsernoress oo o @, bourdilioni 183
B Dark brown restricted to forchead
5 Upperparts oliviceous-Tulvous. .. .ov oot ieenvinniaany R. a. siceatus 184

4 Upperparts a more saturated rusty fulvous.......... R. a. nigrifrons 185
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1224. Blackheaded Babbler. Riopocichla atriceps atriceps (Jerdon)
Braclhypteryx alricefs Jerdon, 1839, Madras Jour, Lit. Sci. 10: 250
(Trichoor = Wynaad side Whistler, 1935, JRNHS 38: 82)
Baker, FBI No. 294, Vol. 1: 281
LOCAL MAME att chalappan (Malayalam).

size.  Sparrow —; length 6. 13 em (5 in.).

FIELD cHARACTERS. Abope, head blackish brown, looking black at a
distance, sharply defined [rom the rest of upper plumage which is olive-brown
(bistre). Eyes pale yellow. Below, whitish, lewer belly alive-brown, Sexes alike.,

sTATUS, DIsTRIBUTION and mamrar. Common resident. The Western
Ghats [rom Belgaum south to the Palghat Gap, and ecast to Hlllmng:u an
the Biligirirangan Hills (Mysore). From the lowlands to 1800 m, optimum
clevation 600 1o 1200 m (sce map, p. 175). Essentially a bird of evergreen
biotope. Affects sholas, thickets near streams, dense and III:.'LI!!~.11'!." jm:gl::,
recd-beds, bamboo jungle, cardamom cultivation ; partic ularly fond of cane
brakes in dank ravines,

GENERAL Hapirs. Moves about the undergrowth, much in the manner
of Dumetia, in partics of up to a dozen birds or more, ofien with other
babblers. Seldom ascends more than a metre or two above the ground,
but when having ventured too far up, has a habit of dropping perpendicularly
like a falling leaf into the thickets below on the slightest alarm.

roop., Insecis.

voice and carts. Utters sundry squeaks and a harsh, rather subducd
chur-r chur-r, like an iora’s, when a flock is working through undergrowth.
Alarm, a rattling ehur-r, Song, il any, not recorded,

BREEDING, Season, ill-defined, practically the whole year, But there
appear to be two main periods, before and after the monsoon (Betts);
main season seems to be March to July. Nest, a rough ball of dead bamboo
or grass blades lined with black rootlets and grass, well hidden in thick
shrubs, usually within one metre from the ground. This species builds
' cock nests 7, very loosely and untidily made balls of bamboo leaves, unlined
and usually in full view; they are not used for breeding though the birds,
at tmes up to four individuals, roost in them, Wherever the species occurs,
one finds many ol these nests at all times of the year, olten two or three,
sometimes more, close together, thus leading some observers to believe
that the species may be * semi-colonial ' in its breeding habits: Eges, normally
2, white, speckled or spotted with brownish red, slightly more so at the
larger end. Average size of 24 cggs 19:3 % 13-8 mm (Baker).

Museum Diacwosis.  Diflers from bourdilloni in having the crown blackish brown
instend of sooty brown.

MEASUREMENTS and COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in bourdillond,

1225. Kerala Blackheaded Babbler. Rhopocichla atriceps bourdilloni
(Hume)
Alcippe bourdifloni Hume, 1876, Stray Feathers 4: 485 (Mynall, 'l"r;,w.luc:nrc)
Baker, FBI No. 295, Vol. 1: 282
Plate 69, fig. 5, facing p. 128
LOCAL NAME, FPoli culappan (Malavalam).
sIZE. Sparrow —; length ¢. 13 cm (3in.).

—

e
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FIELD CHARACTERS. Asin 1224, See Museum Diagnosis.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common resident. The hills of
Kerala and western Tamil Nadu south of the Palghat Gap; from the
lowlands to ¢. 1800 m, (see map, p. 173). Habitat as in 1224,

CENERAL HABITS, Foop and voice. Asin 1224, q.v.

BREEDING. As in 1224. Average size of 24 eggs 19-1 x 141 mm (Baker).

Museusm Diaowosis. Intermediate between africeps and migrifrons. Differs from
alriceps in having the crown, nape, lores and cheeks sooty brown instead of very
dark blackish brown, and the underparts from lower breast to under tail-coverts
ferruginous. Adult and juvenal plumages agree in being brown-headed, but there
is a certain amount of individual variation.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)
a'ad 55-61 14-16 — 46-52 mm
e 54-58 1416 21=-22 43-48 mm
(SA, HW, Koelz)

COLOURS OF BARE PaRTS. Iris lemon-yellow or pale yellow. Bill: upper mandible
dark horny brown; commissure and lower mandible pale greyish flesh; adult
mouth pale pinkish flesh, young mouth and gape yellow. Legs and feet pinkish

grey; claws dusky,

1226. Ceylon Dry Zone Blackheaded Babbler. Rhopocichla atriceps

siceatus Whistler

Rhopocichla alriceps stecatus Whistler, 1941, Bull. Brit. Orn. Cl 62: 37
(Kalawewa, N.C.P., Ceylon)
Baker, FBI No. 296 (part), Vol. 1; 282
LOCAL NaMes, Porendel-Eurnlld, Baiticheha (Sinhala).
size. Sparrow —; length e. 13 em (5 in.).
FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1224, but blackish restricted to lorchead and
EAr-COVErLs.
STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and mamTaT, Common resident. Ceylon in the
low-country Dry zone and Hill zone up to over 2100 m, (see map, p. 175).
Affects undergrowth in forest, scrub and bamboo.
CENERAL HABITS, FooD and voice. Asin 1224, gv.
BREEDING. Season, breeds the year round but chiefly from February to the
end of May and during October and November. Nest and eges, as in 1224,
Museum Diacxosis. Similar to migrifrons (1227) but fulvous-brown of upper-
parts, wings and tail olivaceous-fulvous instead of a meore saturated rusty fulvous;
brown of lower flanks, vent and under tail-coverts olivaceous-brown v. earth-hrown,
Young. Similar to adult but black of sides of head less sharply defined ; edpes

of wings, tail and wing-coverts more rusty.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Ball Tarsus Tail
{from skull)
i 55-60 14-16 21-23 43-50 mm
o9 54-60 14-15 21-33 4248 mm
(HW, SDR)

Weight 1 @ 16 g (SDR).
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CcOLOURS OF BARE ParTs. Ins yvellow or yellowish. Upper mandible brownish
haorn, lower whitish horn., Legs pearly pink or flesh-coloured.

1227, Ceylon Wet Zone Blackheaded Babbler. Riopocichia atriceps

nigrifrons (Blyth)
Aleippe migrifrons Blyth, 1849, Jour, Asiat. Soc. Bengal 18: B15
(Uragaha, 5.1'., Ceylon)
Baker, FBI No. 296 (part), Vol. 1: 282

Local wames.  Parandel-keralld, Batticheha (Sinhala).

size, Sparrow —; length e, 13 em (5 in.).

FIELD cHARACTERS, As in 1224, but blackish restricted to forehead and
CATr=-COVErLS,

sTATUS, DISTRIBUTION and mamTaT, Common resident. Ceylon in the
low-country Wet zone and the hills of the southwest (sce map, p. 175).
Affects scrub and evergreen lorest.

GENERAL HABITS, FooD and voice, Asin 1224, q.v.

BREEDING. Jeason, nests have been found in every month except December
and January, but main periods are April and May, and October and
MNovember. Nest, as in 1224, As many as [our or five birds have been observed
working on the same nest used as roosting-shelter. Afier a nest has been
used lor rearing young, it may be used long alicrwards as a [amily roost.
fggs, almost invariably 2, similar to those of 1224. Average size of 30 eggs
196 x 13-7 mm (Baker),

Museus Diacwosis.  Differs from siceatss in being a much richer, warmer brown
on back, wings and tail.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)
4 oa 549-60 15 22-23 18 mm
200 L&) 56, 58 15 '2_:_", 23 ER| i
(HW)

Weight | g7 17; 1 @ 16 g (SDR).
COLOURS OF DARE FARTS. Asin 1226,

Genus Macrowovus Jardine & Selby
Mauacronous Jardine & Selby, 1835, 11, Orn., text to pl. 150, Type, by monotypy,
Macronons plilosus Jardine & Selly
Mixornis Blyth, 1842, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 11: 749, footnote. Type, by original
designation, fora ehloris Hodgson MS Timalia efilorts Blvth
Differs from other slender-billed Timahinae in having the nostrils oval, expaosed
ancl not covered by a scale or membrane.

1228. Yellowbreasted Babbler. Alacronous gularis rubricapilla (Tickell)
Motacilla rubricapilla Tickell, 1833, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 2: 576 (Borabhum)
Macronis [sic] gularis mapri Koelz, 1951, Jour. Zool. Sec. India 3: 27
(Sukna, Darjecling District, Bengal)

Macronus [sic] gularis assamicus Koelz, 19531, Jour. Zool. Soc. India 3: 27
(Tura, Garo Hills, Assam)

Baker, FBI Mo. 283, Vol. 1: 273
Plate 67, fig. 4, facing p. 64 and Vol. 7, plate 76

rocal Mames. None recorded.
sizE. Sparrow —; length e. 11 em (4 in.)-

it
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FIELD CHARACTERsS. Above, greyish olive with tawny olive cap and wings,
Lores and supercilium pale yellow. Below, chin,
throat and breast pale yellow with dark streaks,
Belly pale yellow; sides of body olive-bull. Sexes
alike.
sTATUS, DISTRIBUTION and #sasitaT, Common
resident. From western Nepal in the bhabar, duns
ol el | and terai east LIIL‘LH!Q'! U."H'ji.‘chillﬂlﬁr and Sikkim
duars and Bhutan foothills; the plains and base of
hills in Assam, Nagaland, Manipur, East Pakistan, West Bengal, southeast
Bihar (Chota Nagpur), Orissa, southeast Madhya Pradesh (Bastar district),

Macronous gularis

] [ | \
a0
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Iﬁl:l I 70 suD sul o ma‘

E=] Distributional range of M. g. rubricapilla (1228).

northeast Andhra Pradesh (Vishakhapatnam Ghats) and south Mysore
{Mysore District); usually below 600 m {up to 900 m in the Peninsula).
Affects both light and dense forest among bushes and undergrowth, bamboo
jungle, long grass and brushwood.

Extralimital. Numerous subspecies throughout the Indochinese countries,
Malaysia, Sumatra, Java, Borneo, Palawan, and neighbouring islands.

GENERAL HABITS. A low-clevation babbler; one of the noisiest of the
tribe, thus unlikely to be overlooked wherever occurring., Keeps in parties
up to a dozen or more — singly or pairs during breeding season — often
in mixed company. Hunis in the foliage canopy or up amongst bamboos, the
flocks quickly moving on, or ‘ flowing * from trec to tree. Actions and be-
haviour rather tit-like — similar to Alcifpe, Minla and other small babblers:
clinging to leaves upside down and sideways and scanning the undersurface
for insects. Occasionally feeds on the ground.
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roon. Insccts.

voice andd caces, A rich, mellow, rather metallic kew-kew-kew-kew-ketw-
Len repeated monotonously for minutes, with short breaks between the runs

- rather like one of the Tailor Bird's ealls but even more surprisingly loud
for the size of the bird; occasionally varied by a harsh cliichos or chrr-chichioo
(8A). Birds of a feeding party keep up a soft, conversational pick pich etc.
Alarm, a sharp chrer-r, Apparently also has a song, but this has not been
intelligibly described,

BREEDING. Season, April to July, chicfly May and June. Nest, globular,
varyvme in size [rom 10 o 20 cm in l.“'."lrllt‘L'L‘l'-, made of bamboo lp:wr:s:
broad grass blades or palm strands, lined with fine grass and fine fibrous
rootlets. Placed fairly low down in hushes or bamboo |,||1||1[:|-', looking very
much like a wind-blown cluster of bamboo leaves, Eges, 3 or 4, occasionally
3, white, marked with very small blotches and specks of reddish brown,
generally forming a ring at the large end. Average size of 120 cges 16:6 X
126 mm (Baker).

Museum Iiacwosis. See Field Characters.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Ball Tarsus Tail,
(irom skull)
aa 55-63 14=16 17-18 47-57 mmn
Q0 5261 14-16 18-19 46-55 mm

(BB, HW, SA, Rand & Fleming)
Weight 5 o0 10-14; 4 9 @ 10-12 g (8A, GD, BR).

CoLoURs of Bane parts.  [ris whitish yellow. Bill slate. Legs pale brown.

Genus Timaria Horsheld
Timalia Horshield, 1821, Trans. Linn. Soc. London 13; 150, pl. 1. Type, by monotypy,
Timalia prleata Horsficld

Characterized by the peculiar rigid shafis of the feathers of forehead and crown
and by its deep black bill, Tail longer than wing, much graduated,

1229, Redcapped Babbler. Timalta pileata bengalensts Godwin-Austen

Timalia bengalensis Godwin-Austen, 1872, Jour. Asiat. Sce. Bengal 41: 143
(Khasi Hills)
Timalia pileata arundicela Koclz, 1952, Jour. Zool. Soc. India 4: 153
(Karong, Manipur)
Baker, FBI Mo, 227, Vol. 1: 226
Plate 67, fig. 2, [acing p. 64 and Vol. 7, plate 76
rocaL Mames,  Pongnaol (Mikir); Dao-masgashe pashim (Cachari); fngdto (Kacha
Maga).
SIZE. Epm-mw —+; iL‘.ll};l]l e, 17 em I:-Ei-& in,]_
FIELD CHARACTERS. Above, forehead white continued as a sireak over the
eye; crown chestnut; lores and stout bill black; car-coverts white, sides
of neck slate grey. Back olive-brown, slightly streaked on upper back; tail
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brown, narrowly barred, graduated. Below, chin and throat white, the
- latter with fine black streaks; belly buff,
flanks olive-brown. Sexes alike.

sTATUS, DIsSTRIBUTION and wamrar. Com-
mon resident. From the western Nepal terai
cast to Gorakhpur (east U.P.), the plains of
Darjecling and Jalpaiguri districts (duars),
the foothills of Sikkim and Bhutan, the flood
plains of the Brahmaputra, West Bengal

¢l (Calcutta), East Pakistan, Assam, Nagaland

and Manipur. From the lowlands to about

900 m, in the Khasi Hills on the grass-covered plateaux up to ¢. 1200 m.

Affects low-lying swampy areas — tall grass, reed-beds, brushwood and scrub
jungle, often along streams and roads.

Extralimital. Northwestern Burma and northern Arakan, The species
extends north and east to Kweichow, Kwangsi and Vietnam; nominate
race in Java.

GENERAL HABITS. Keeps in pairs during the breeding season, otherwise
in small parties of up to 6 or 8 birds. Hunts in the lower cover working from
stem to stem, picking insects off the twigs and leaves, threading its way
through the tangles of tall grass and bushes, seldom exposing itself to view.

FOOD. Inseccts.

voicE and caLrs. Ordinary call-note, a quiet #it, it (Fleming). Alarm-
notes harsh and rasping, very similar to the korchuck of the Great Reed
Warbler (Bates); also a (conversational?) rolling prrew (SA). Song, a
curious combination of a flute-like trill and a whistle, of about half a dozen
notes, descending in pitch, distinctive and unlike any other bird-call.
Another call commonly uttered as the bird climbs about in cover resembles
chew-aye, chit, chit, chit, chit, or sometimes scree . . . chit, chit, chil; also one
, consisting of five or six notes harsh and rising in pitch (Smythies).

BREEDING. Searen, March to October, Nest, a roughly made ball of
coarse grass or strips of bamboo leaves with occasionally a few leaves or
rootlets, and scantily lined with finer grass; the whole nest looks like an
accumulation of rubbish. The entrance is large in proportion to the size
of the nest (¢. 5 cm); one nest is described (Roseveare) as cup-shaped.
Placed low down in a bush or on the ground under the shelter of a bush or

tussock of grass. Eggs, 3 to 5, white, marked with small blotches of dark
umber-brown and a few secondary ones of dark inky grey, more numerous
at the large end. Average size of 50 eggs 19 < 14-5 mm (Baker).

Museum Diaonosis,  Sce Field Characters. Colour of cap varies from chestnut

to almost brick-red or maroon.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Eill Tarsus Tail
(from skull}
a'd 58-62 18-19 23-24 65-71 mm
(from feathers)
Q9 56-60 15-17 £ 22 e. 66 mm

(BB, SDR, SA)
Weight 1 g0 17; 1 @ 15 g (SDR).
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COLOURS OF BARE pAarTS, Iris reddish brown. Bill black; mouth black, Legs
and feet dark brown; soles yellowish.
Genus Curysomsma Blyth
Chrysomma Blyth, 1843, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 12: 181, Type, by original designa-
ton, Jimatia hypolenca Franklin = C. sinense fypolencum (Franklin)
Bill short, deep, without a notch; nostrils oval and exposed. Tail graduated,
the outer rectrices about Lalf the length of the central ones.

Key to the Species

Page

Bill black e e e AT A R R A e A e e s LR L RTEED 189

Bill yellowish BrOWN. . .co.coenesseessnssiesssss-toaltirosire 192

CHrysomma siNENsSE (Gmelin)
Key to the Subspecies

A Nostrils black, Dill Stomter. .« oo v ivvnsosinsnisesneessoli s nasalit 1092
B MNosinls b How

a Paler and greyer....... vearsassasansninsssses sl S fiypolencum 189

b Darker and browner.. o R L A e R e i g AR 190

1230. Western Yellow-eyed Babbler. Chrysomma sinense hypolewcum
(Franklin)

and Banaras = U.P., restricted by Ticchurst, 1922, Ibis: 543)

Chrysomma sinensis saurashtrense Koelz, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional Exploration,

. No. 1: 4 (Sasan, Saurashira)
Baker, FBI Neo. 234 (part), Vol. 1: 233
Plate 67, fig. 3, facing p. 64

Local Nasmes. Bdrd-pédnd, Bara-piddd, Gatah (Hindi),

size. Bulbul —; length ¢. 18 em (7 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. Asin 1231.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HaprraTr. Resident, locally common; absent
from pure desert. West Pakistan and northwest India from Kohat and the
Indus Valley, cast to northern and eastern Uttar Pradesh, northwestern
Madhya Pradesh and extreme northeastern Maharashtra. Intergrades with
sinense in northern U.P, (Dehra Dun); eastern U.P. (Gorakhpur), western .
M.P. (Sagar, Schore, Indore) and Khandesh (Nasik, Igatpuri). In the
plains and at the base of hills up to 1200 m. Affects serub, thorn jungle,
tamarisks, brushwood by streams, scrub-covered eroded ravines, edges of
cultivation, reced-beds, bamboo, cane ficlds and tall coarse grass.

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and voice. Asin 1231, q.v.

BREEDING. Season, June (rarely April) to September (monsoon). Nest
and eggs, as in 1231, Average size of 46 eggs 19-1 x 14:5 mm (Baker).

Museusm Diacnosis.  Sce Key to the Subspecies. Postnuptial moult takes place
in October-November.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Baill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)
g e 61=71 14-15 22-27 H0-104 mm
oQ G167 13-16 25-27 84+9 mm -

(HW, SA)
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hypolewcum (1230). BE= sinense (1291). masalis (1232).
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Weight 10 g0 @ 12-20 (av. 16-1) g (5A).
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Asin 1231,

o E——
i

.ﬂjm_mlﬁr \1_-':':-'.-..1__.“5

123]1. Yellow-eyed Babbler. Chrysomma sinense sinense (Gmelin)

Parus sinensiy Gmelin, 1789, Syst. Nat. 1: 1012 {China)

Pyetorhis sinensis safuratior Ticehurst, 1922, Bull. Brit. Orn. Cl. 42: 57 {Bhutan Du::rs}
Chrysomma sinensis magaense Koelz, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional Exploration, Ne. 1:4
(Karong, Manipur)

Baker, FBI No. 234, Vol. 1: 233

LOCAL NAMES., Galdb-chdshm, Bildl-chishm (Hindi); Yerra kali-fitta (Telugu).

sizeé. Bulbul —; length ¢. 18 cm (7 in.).

FIELD CHARAGTERS. Above, rulescent brown, wings cinnamon. Lores and
a short supercilium white; eye yellow, conspicuous orange-yellow eye-rim.
Bill black. Belomw, white, washed with buff
on lower belly. Tail long and graduated.
Sexes alike.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resi-
dent, widely distributed. India south and
cast of a line Nasik-Indore-5agar-Gorakh-
pur, south to the Nilgiris and the Cauvery

| river, east through East Pakistan, Assam,
Nagaland and Manipur, and north along
the terai from western Nepal through the plains and duars of Darjeeling

]
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and Jalpaigun districts, Bhutan foothills and Brahmaputra valley. Usually
under 1000 m in the hills, Affeets scrub, bush-clad grassy hillsides, secondary
grow ih, tall grass and bushes, sugacrcane liclds, hedges and Lm.:ulm{:.

Extralimifal. Extends ecast to Vietnam and through south China to
Kwanglung.

GENERAL HaBITS. Alter the breeding season ki'l_‘]l,'i in small parties of
five to filleen individuals often in association with the vartous species of
Primia (wren-warblers) which share its habitat, working through thick
cover, clinging 1o twigs or reed-stems sideways or up'-.in:'l.:_' down in the manner
of tits. Very clusive. Clambers up 1o {\|:r1-u1 tops of reeds now and "|.ga.i:';
for a lew scconds to utter its cheeping notes, and dives into the thicket
again to resume hunting. Flight fecble, jerky .Llul undulating,

roon.  Caterpillars, 1'['.‘1":-!1']1“1][!1'!"\ and other insects and spiders; berries
il;]l]l;]]i:! Salvadora f.lr.rl:..r.l ::I:'.f-', also neclar I:E,J_J.f.l'nrrlrr Hrr;':Jmer;, n:‘u:'_:l,

volck and cavis, Normal call-note a ]t‘:u:] 1]|~.1[ somewhat ph:nu\.ﬂ:
cheep-cheep-cheep, Alarm, churrr, Song, in |:-Ltn:|:lltlg,1 season a swect, powerful
‘.".'IiLi:‘-\.|]:.[lL: EJ[L[J!—I" Il"11']II|..ltirlj_: fevee-livee- fa-whiit-clue with accent on the ]'.H.‘]I'l:llli-
male whif, and also a loud :'.l'.:a'r'jl-.' -".'-'.'lfJ-:.ﬁ.TJF-' .'.'.".:r:'r;'.l-r-rrfrl[ﬂ, about two notes per
second, .L|l::[1i;‘11iug with a low kru-kru-kri -::Hlu':"lhii:i], The song 15 delivered
|.-['|:.lr||. |]]|." ||::l|:l ';II- i | 1||I""||:|. (8] 1.].|L" f'\:!l'ﬂ'l:li.['\' l'.lr SOME ‘i.lll]. gr:lri:-i-:\-;u_'[u, I\-I'ﬂ_lcs
continue 1o sing even in heavy posinuptial meoult.

BREEDING. JSedfoi, Iumnljmm {occasionally April and May) 1o November,
chiefly July and August (monsoon). /Nesi, a beautilul cone-shaped, deep
cup of coarse grasses and Dblades lined with finer material, sparsely 1o
copiously cemenied on the outside with cobwebs. Hung hammockwise
between upright stems of grasses or monsoon plants, or wedged into some
crotch ol a bush 50 to 150 cm from the ground. The supporting stems are
incorporaied into the wall of the nest which is sometimes carefully concealed,
at others very conspicuous. Eggs, 3 to 5, usually 4, pinkish white, thickly
marked all over with chestnui-red; for descriptive details; see Baker, Afdi-
fication, Vol. 1: 197, Average size of 100 eggs 17:9 x 14-9 mm (Baker).
Both sexes incubate and feed the young, which leave the nest 12 or 13
days alter hatching. Period of incubation undetermined. When approached,
the parents slip off the nest and skulk away through cover belore taking
flight. A bird near the nest has been described to © feign in a most realistic
manner to be wounded, swaying with wings and tail outspread on a twig,
as il about 1o topple over and fall at any moment * (HW).

Museus Diacrosis.  Sce Key to the Subspecices,

Young, very similar to adult but wings are a paler chestnut, Postjuvenal moult
complele,

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)
aig’ 62-70 14=13 2227 73-102 mm
Q0 G2-70 13-16 25-27 78-100 mm

(HW, SA)
Weight 15 @9 15-21 (av. 18-3) g — SA.

coLours orF pape parts.  Iris yellowish to orange-vellow; eye-rim orange. Bill

black: mouth apparently differs seasonally, black in the breeding season, otherwise
arange-brown.
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Nestling. Iris greenish brown. Bill pale horny brown; gape lemon-vellow;
mouth bright chrome-yellow or orange, with two black spots on postenior fork of .,
tongue. Legs and feet pinkish flesh. .

1232, Ceylon Yellow-eyed Babbler. Clhrysomma sinense nasalis (Legge)

Pyctorhis nasalis Legge, 1879, Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist. ser. 3: 109 (Ceylon)
Baker, FBI MNo. 236, Vol. 1: 235 . 'I

LOCAL NAME. Hambu-Rurelld (Sinhala),

sizé. Bulbul —; length . 18 cm (7 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. Asin 123].

sTATUS, DISTRIBUTION and mamrat. Resident; widely distributed but
nowhere common. Ceylon, in all zones up to nearly 1800 m. Affects scrub,
high grass, * patanas ', low grassy jungle, swamps and fernlands.

GENERAL HABITS. Asin 1231, q.v.

¥oop. Mainly insects; also berries (Lantana etc.) and Aower-nectar,

voice and caris. Song of male, a briskly whistled phrase rendered
as cutlykra-weerko wiwiwnwiwi; a loud call peerpeer kowhikikiki (Henry), Other
notes as in 1231.

BREEDING. Season, ill-defined: November to May, chiefly February to -
May; nests also recorded in July. Nest, as in 1231, Eggs, usually 3, some-
times 4, similar to those of sinense. Average size of 16 eggs 17 % 13-8 mm
(Baker).

Museusm IDiacyosis.  Bill stouter than in the continental races; nostrils black,
Upperparts slightly more saturated, with little difference between crown and mantle.,

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Ball Tarsus Tail
{(from skull)
3 g G3-69 14-15 25-26G 70-86 mm
3 9¢Q G3-69 14 24-25 72-79 mm

(HW, SDR)
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Asin 1231.

-
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CHRYSOMMA ALTIROSTRE Jerdon

Key to the Subspecies
Throat whitish . . .. ....e..: C. a. saandicum
THEOAE BECY . e n s an s voaiois C. a. griseigularis

1233. Sind Babbler. Chrysomma altirosire scindicum (Harington)

Pyctorhis altirostris scindicus Harington, 1918, Jour. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc. 23: 424
(Sukkur, Sind)
Baker, FBI No. 239, Vol. 1: 237
rocarl xame. AMullala (2 Urdu).
size. Bulbul —; length ¢. 17 em (6} in.).
FIELD CHARACTERS. Above, fulvous. Below, chin and throat white; breast
and remainder of lower plumage ochraceous. Tail long and graduated.
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PLATE
Thrush (1295, 2 Rabax w. waddelli, Giant Babax (1271).
1294, 4 Glarrdax nuchelis, Opele’s Laughing
U, Derrie @i,

| Garrulay maxemus, Gianlt Laughing
i Garrulax a. albognlaris, Whitethroated Laughing Thrush
1285). 5 Garrulax a. bethelae, Blackfnced Laughing Threush (1323), 6 Garrufax

| KD § Giarrulax cinereifrons, Ashvheaded Laughing Thrush (1272).
1286 O Paradexornts g, t;r;nrrr.l.ll., {u'j'q"\_l.'ltu';uh'ql Parrot-
Pareeruy b, russicus, Bearded Ti-Babbler

Thrush
Variegated Laughing Thrush
B Garrulax g, galbanus, Austen’s Laughing Thrush

100 T urdtordes r-.'lf.---'.'l- HALE, "¥|rir|1 Babbler (126090 11

bill (12491,
12955, 12 Paradoxernis n, unteolor, Brown Parrothil] (12375,
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Distinguished from the Yellow-eyed Babbler by the following: eye brown,
bill yellowish brown; no white supercilium; forchead black with ashy
margins. Sexes alike.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, very local; range disjunct
from that of griseigularis. West Pakistan in the plains of the Indus, near

Chrysomma altirostre

/ | |
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Distributional ranges

seindicurn (1233). - gﬂ_fﬂ'g:.rfdrr': |:|'z_'3,.;]-. e altirasive (RE).

Mianwali, Muzaffargarh, Jampur and Sukkur. Appears to be confined to
the * khan * grass jungle (Saccharum arundinaceum).

GENERAL HABITS. Found in parties of six to twelve or more in the non-
breeding season. ‘ To suit it there must be a regular “sea™ of khan, pre-
ferably not less than six fect (180 em) high, If the grass is eaten down by
cattle br grows in separate clumps one is not likely to come across it * (H. W,
Waite).

BREEDING. Only a single nest (with 2 eggs) known from Sukkur dist.,
Sind — fide Holmes & Wright (JBNHS 66: 20). No details. See 1234,

Museuvs Diacnosis, Differs from griseigularis in having a white chin and throat
(v, grey), and the remainder of lower parts ochraceous,

MEASUREMENTS. (Type, probably an immature)

Wing Bill Tarsus
g 65 e R 24 mm
(HW)

COLOURS OF DARE PARTS. LUnrecorded.

13
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1234. Hume's Babbler. Chrysomma altirostre griseigularis (Hume)

Pyctorhis grisefgelaris Hume, 1877, Stray Feathers 5: 116 {Assam)
Baker, FBI No. 238, Vol. 1: 236

LOCAL NaMmE. Tir-sordi (Assam).

sizé. Bulbul —; length ¢. 17 cm (6] in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. AAbove, dark ferruginous brown, paler en rump,;
a hoary grey supercilium. Below, chin and throat ashy grey, remainder
brownish buff. Sexes alike.

sTATUS, DisTRIBUTION and mHABITAT. Resident, locally common. From
the Bhutan and north Bengal duars cast in the plains of the Brahmaputra
to the Naga Hills, the plains of Cachar and East Pakistan in the
Surma Valley, the Haor Basin' and the Chittagong region. Affects
the great expanses of ekra or elephant grass, reeds and vegetation along
rivers.

Extralimital. Northeastern Burma (Kachin State). The race of the Irra-
waddy plains, south-central Burma, may be extinct (Deignan in Peters's
Cifieck-1ist ).

CENERAL HABITS, Keeps in pairs or small parties according to the
season, skulking in long grass or reeds, constantly flitting from one reed
to another.

roop, Grasshoppers and other insects; also small seeds.

voiceE and caris. ° A sweet little song of half a dozen notes uttered from
the top of a tall reed’ (Baker). Call described by Stevens as resembling
the syllables chew, chi, et repeated several times, and to be the reverse of
the chi-chew call of Marsh Spotted Babbler (1160) inhabiting the same
facies.

BREEDING. &eason, mainly June and July (monsoon). Nest, a neat, deep
cup of tightly drawn grass, plastered with cobwebs and lined with fine
fibres. Most nests are built on a single stout stem at the junction of leaf-
blades or sometimes embracing several thinner stems. Eggs, average size
of fourteen 18-1 x 14:6 mm. * All my nests have contained two or three
eggs only, but one would imagine four or five to be the full cluich’ (Baker).
They are of the same types as those of the Yellow-eyed Babbler, pale or
bright pink with blotches or smears of reddish brown or light red; their
similarity to those of the genus Alcippe is striking. ’

Museum Diacrosis. Sce Field Characters and Key to the Subspecies.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
{from skull)
o? (type) G3 13 24 B2 mm
(HW)
1l & 64 13 25 91 mm
(Deslfayes)

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris brown or golden brown; eye-rim yellowish green.
Bill pale horny. Legs pale fleshy or orange-brown ; feet darker.

1 The low-lying country northeast of the central region of East Pakistan dotted with
perennially fooded depressions known as Aaers, adjacent to the Surma Valley.
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Genus Pasuvrus Koch

Pannrus Koch, 1816, Syst. baier. Zool.* 201. 'I"g.'[u_', 1_|:=.' monalypy, Parus biarmicus
Linnacus
Bill short, culmen rounded with uncinate tip. Mostrils mostly covered by brisily
plumules. Rictal bristles soft and short, Tail long and strongly graduated, the
outermost rectrices scarcely hall as long as median pair. Under tail-coverts very
||'||'.j_1._ 1'l.l||..||. to oulermost reclrces.

1235, Bearded Tit-Babbler or Reedling, Panurus biarmicus russicus
(Brehm)

Mystacinmus Russicns Brehm, 1831, Handb, Naturg, Vg, Deutschland : 472 (Russia)
Mot in Baker, FBI
Plate 71, fig. 11, facing p. 192

LOCAL MAMES, NI'IHI.’ |1":.'i||l|.4'l.|..

sizE.  Sparrow, with long tail; length ¢. 15 em (G in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male (adult). Distinguished at once by the striking
head pattern. Above, head lavender grey with broad, 1;1]}[-1-]"_;; black mous-
tachial stripe. Lill yellow. Back, rump and tail mostly cinnamon-buff.
Closed wings banded lengthwise with whitish (outer border), rufous,
blackish and pale bull (scapulars and inner border). Below, chin and throat
white, breast and belly tinged with pink; flanks tawny; under tail-coverts
black. Tail long and graduated, the shorter rectrices tipped or edged with
white,

Female (adult). Duller; head concolorous with back, moustachial stripe
lacking; under tail-coverts buff, not black.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and mapiraT. Accidental winter visitor. One
record: a flock ol eight to twelve birds near Attock, West Pakistan (Whistler,
JBNHS 32: 217). Affects reed-beds; the {lock observed near Attock was
in dense sarpat grass (Saccharum sp.) and tamarisk scrub.

Extraltmital. Middle Eurasia from western Europe to Manchuria and
Japan. The nominate race is restricted to western Europe.

GENERAL HABITS. Gregarious outside the breeding season, in flocks up
to forty or fifty. Moves up and down reeds with jerky action assuming
a variety of acrobatic postures, or creeps among vegetation at their
base.

roop. Insccts. Inm winter chiefly seeds of reeds.

voice and cavrs. A distinctive, ringing, vibrant * ping ping and more
distinctive fice ". Parties keep up a twitter mingled with a more plaintive
tidi. Notes of alarm or anxiety described as a scolding, guttural plwhut,
a plaintive ee-ar, ee-ar, and churring chirr-im-irrrr (Witherby, 1938, 1:
275).

BREEDING. Not recorded in our limits, Season, elsewhere, April to July.
Nest, built low down among reeds, made of reed-blades lined with the
flowering tops of reeds.

Museus Diacnosis.  See Field Characters.  For details of plumages and structure
(also bionomics} of nominate race, see Witherby, 1938, 1: 274-7,
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MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)
e 58-65 e. 10 e 21 83-99 mm
= # 53-02 e 10 F | 83-92 mm

(Wing and tail by Dementicv)
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS {of nominate race). Iris pale buff. Bill, & deep straw-
colour; @, upper mandible and base and cutting edges of lower mandible greenish
horn: rest of lower mandible yellow. Legs and feet black (Witherby).

Genus Coxostoma Hodgson

Conastoma Hodgson, 1841, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 10: 856-7. Type, by onginal
designation, Conosfoma aemodius Hodgzon
Size large. Bill longer, less decp than in Paradoxornis, cutting edges gently curved,
not sinuous. Wostrils entirely covered by stifl feathers, Tail longer than wing, not
strongly graduated. Legs, feet and hindclaw very strong.

1236. Great Parrothill. Conostoma asmodizm Hodgson

Conostoma acmoding Hodgson, 1841, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 10: B57 (Nepal)
Baker, FBI No. 89, Vol. 1: 104
Vaol. 5, plate 63 *

rocaL wames. Tl (Paharia); Lho-rannio-pho (Lepeha).

sizé. Myna; length 28 cm (11 in.).

FIELD GHARAGTERs, A large grey-brown bird resembling a laughing
thrush with an upright carriage and a stout, orange-yellow bill. Adult.
Above, forchead whitish, lores and super-
cilium brown. Back olive-brown. Below,
entirely mouse-grey. Sexes alike,

ETATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT.
Resident, sparingly distributed. The
Himalayas from central Nepal through
Sikkim, Bhutan, and presumably NEFA;
from 2700 to 3600 m at all scasons,
perhaps down to 2100 m in winter. There
are no records of it descending to 4000 it
(¢, 1200 m) as stated in the FBI. Affects ringal bamboo and rhododendron
bushes. g

Extralimitel. Extends to southeastern Tibet, northern Burma, north-
western Yunnan and southwestern Szechuan.,

GENERAL HABITS. In pairs or small parties, often associated with various
species of laughing thrushes. Keeps very much to bamboo jungle, hopping
about with a rather upright carriage. Resembles somewhat the laughing
thrushes in habits, but instead of hopping up the branches, usually moves
about two metres or so off the ground and parallel with the forest floor.
Also feeds a good deal on the ground, even in snow, venturing a little way
into the open for the purpose. Though large and clumsy, it is skilful at
keeping out of sight but at the same time intensely curious, readily allowing
itself to be called up.
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roop. Green bamboo shoots, crab-apple sceds, wild raspberries and
I15ECLS.

voice and carrs. Very noisy with much churring and chattering like
a Turdotdes; also a characteristic note, very harsh krrarchah, krarch krarchah
(Proud). A fourlold grating croak and a clear musical wheon wheou (Stanford).

preEEDING. Little known. Searon, May to July. Nest, a very regular hemi-
sphere, both inside and outside, compactly built of dry coarse grass and
strips of bamboo leaves and thickly lined with very fine green grass-stems.
Exterior diameter ¢, 15 cm, height ¢. 8 cm, diameter of cup ¢. 11 cm, depth
¢. 5 cm. Placed in clumps of bamboo. Eggs, the two nests known contained
2 and 3 epgs, dull white, sparsely blotched, streaked and smudged with
pale yellowish brown, with pale secondary iky purple spots and smudges
about the large end, or white with a few specks and tiny blotches of reddish,
I-ui:'lg.' numerous at the ]E‘l['_r;f'r end, Size of 1wo CEEs 278 % W4 and 28-1 =
20-8 mm -fIi;LkL']':l,

Museus Dracnosis,  Sece Field Characters; for details of plumage Baker, loc. cit.

Young (immature). Like adult, but upperparts and edges to wing more rufes-
cent. Tail-feathers narrower and more pointed.

MEASUREMENTS

1A Ing Bill I|'.|.'|':1|_|'\s ‘r:li_l
(from ik'i,l.“}
Yunnan
2 g 120, 132 24 39, 40 129, 140 mm
6 99 130-132 23-25 4)-42 134=1556 mm
{one 44}
mkkim

{Desfayes)
4 (0?) 120-128 23 40 122-130 mum
(Stevens, Mavre)
COLOURS OF BARE PArTS. [ris pale yellow or pale orange-vellow. Bill orange-
yvellow at base, vellow at tip of upper and base of lower mandible. Legs very dull
plumbeous green (Stanford).

Genus PAarapoxornis Gould

FParadoxernis Gould, 1836, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 17, Type, by monotypy,
FParadoxernis favirosiris Gould
Suthera Hodgson, 1837, Ind. Rev. 2 (1}: 32, Type, by monotypy,
Suthora nipalensiy Hodgson
Psittiparus Hellmayr, 1903, Das Tierreich, licl, 18: 163, New name for Scacorfipichis
Oates, 1889, Type, by original designation, Paradexornir ruficeps Blyth
Neesuthora Hellmayr, 1911, Genéra Avium (Wytsman), pl. 18: 74. Type, by original
rl:rsigrmliun, Suthora davidiana Sclater

Characterized by the very deep and short bill with more or less sinuous cutling
edges, used for tearing up bamboo stems, Plumage very soft and lax,

Key to the Species
Page
A Larpe size, total length over 13 em
1 Entire plumage grey and olive...ooiiiiiiviiiaiiie e ouls unicolor 198
2 Crown ashy, forehead black. ....... 0 ovinines v swe e sl pularis 209
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Page
3 Crown rufous

a Ear-coverts black, throat dark brown. ........co00.. P. flavirosiris 210
b Ear-coverts black, throat black-speckled buff., . . .. ... P. gutiaticollis 212

¢ Ear-coveris not black
i Larger; wing well over B0 mm. .. ..o aiiiiaaiin P. ruficeps 207
ii Smaller; wing well under 80 mm. . .......... P. atrosuperciliaris 205

B Small size ; total length under 13 cm

L e T T e R e P. nipalensis 200
T T T e L e P. fulvifrons 199

1237. Brown Parrotbill. Paradoxornis unicolor (Hodgson)

H. (eteromorpha) unicolor Hodgson, 1843, Jour. Asiat, Soc, Bengal 12: 488
(the Cachar, xi.'puli]
Baker, FBI No. 92, Vel. 1: 108
Plate 71, fig. 12, facing p. 192

LOCAL NAME. Lho-ramnis-pho (Lepchal.

s1zE. Bulbul; length ¢. 21 cm (8 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERs. A dull olive-brown babbler-like bird with dark
head, conspicuous black eyebrow and very short thick vellow bill. Adbore,
head greyish brown with a hoary aspect espe-
cially on the sides; a pale ring round the eye;
a dark eve-stripe; rest of upperparts olive-brown.
Belaw, throat and breast greyish brown; rest of
underparts olive-brown. Sexes alike.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Uncommaon
resident. From east Nepal to Sikkim, Darjecling,
Bhutan, NEFA (Tawang and presumably through
the Agency); from ¢. 2700 to 3400 m at all seasons,
but descending to 2000 m in winter. Keeps almost

% e exclusively to dense maling bamboo (Arundinaria
sp.) and dwarf rhododendron growth,

Extralimital. Southeast Tibet, northeastern Burma, northwestern Yunnan
and southwestern Szechuan.

GENERAL HABITS, In small noisy parties of half a dozen or so, sometimes
in company with Conostoma, skulking, and reluctant to fly long distance.
Sits very upright and keeps edging up to the top of bamboo stems, occasion-
ally clinging upside down and pecking about on mossy branches. Flight
slow, weak, fluttering and babbler-like.

roop, Bamboo and bracken buds, moss or other vegetable matter, and
insects — beetles etc.

voice and caris. When alarmed, flutters into the densest cover uttering
chirrups and a sort of bleating sound (Meinertzhagen). Other notes, a faint
churr, churr (Stanford}.

BREEDING. Unknown. Season, appears to be late since birds collected
in May were not breeding and a male collected in late June had gonads

enlarged.
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Musgum Diacnosis. See Key to the Species and Field Characters. Young very

simmilar to adult.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)
oo A5-92 16 & 31 99-107 mm
Q a8 -

— — mm
(Stevens, SDR, Desfayes)
Weight 1| & 32, 1 0o? (Sept.) 36 g — SDR.
CoLoUuRs oF Bane ranrts.  Iris olive-yellow. Bill very dirty homy green (in
January birds dull yellow, yellow-brown at base of lower mandible). Legs and lect
dark leaden-brown (Stanford).

Female: Iris iron-grey. Bill cornelian yellow. Feet greenish lead colour
(Meinertzhagen).

Parapoxormis ruLviFrRons (Hodgson)

Key to the Subspecies
Paler above; lulvous of underparts not extending below breast

.................... A e b A g M M LAY
Darker above; fulvous of underparis darker and extending to
WPPHET PDOITIETE o & 5 e awn e e s anarn Fomc o MO O

1258, Fulvousfronted Parrotbill. Paradoxornis fulvifrons fulvifrons
(Hodgson)
T .(emneris) fulvifrons Hodgson, 1845, Proc, Zool. Soc. London: 31 (Mepal)
Baker, FBI Mo, 100, Vol. 1; 113
Vol. 9, plate 96

Local NaMmes, None recorded.

s1zE, Sparrow —; length ¢. 12 cm (4} in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS, A small bird recognized by its gencral fulvous
colour and very short globular bill; tail comparatively longer than in others
of the genus.  Above, forchead and crown ochraceous with a wide olive
supercilium extending to nape and a smaller ochraceous eye-stripe below;
back olive; a rufous patch along wing; tail brown, rufous at base. Below,
throat and breast ochraceous; belly pale grey, looking practically white
in the field. Sexes alike.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HARiTAT. Resident, sparingly distributed. From
cast Nepal through Sikkim, Darjecling and Bhutan; from 2700 to 3400 m
at all secasons. Keeps almost exclusively to dense bamboo (maling, Arundi-
naria racemosa and prong, . aristala).

GENERAL HABITS, In large parties of 20 to 30 birds, quite fearless, spending
most of their time clambering up and down the bambeo stems in feverish
haste to scrutinize them from top to bottom.

roopn, Mostly vegetable: bamboo and birch buds, tiny seceds; also
insects.

volce and carrs. A continual twittering and a faint, mouse-like cheep
uttered as they flit from stem to stem.

pREEDING., Unknown. Season, probably June-July.
Museum Dhnacwosis,  Sce 1239,

SRS E—
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MEASUREMENTS
Wing Ball Tarsus Tl
(from skull)
ad 56-57 ) - —_ min
Qo 25-56 & T ¢ 18 ¢. G0 mm

(Stevens, Desfayes)
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Irtis red-brown. Bill horny pink, culmen with a broad
band dark horny. Tarsus brownish plumbeous (Stevens).

1239, Tibetan Fulvousfronted Parrotbill. Paradoxarnis fulvifrons
chayulensiz (Kinnear)

Suthora_fileifrans ehayulensis Kinnear, 1940, Bull, Brit. Orn. Cl. 60: 36
(Lung, Chayul Valley, SE. Tibet)
Wot in Baker, FBI

LOCAL MaMmEes, None recorded.

size. Sparrow —; length e. 12 em (4} in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. Asin 1238,

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABrTAT. Resident. Southeast Tibet south of
the main range in the hills adjacent to northeastern Bhutan, and the northern
Dafla-Miri hill tracts of NEFA (and presumably through the Agency).
Affects dense bamboo.

Extralimital. The species extends to northwestern Yunnan, western
Szechuan and southern Shensi.

GENERAL HABITS, FoOD and voice. Asin 1238,

BREEDING. Undescribed. Season, June-July (nestling taken in early
July by Ludlow).

Museus Diacxosis. Differs from the nominate race in having the upperparts
paler, especially on rump. Below, the fulvous does not usually extend below the
breast and is paler. Abdomen and thighs grever.

MEASUREMENTS. Wing B o7 54-59;: 4 @ @ 53-57 mm (Ludlow).

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Asin 1238,

PARADOXORNIS NIPALENsIS (Hodgson)
Key to the Subspecies

Page
A  Ear-coverts ochraceous or orange-chestnut
1 Paler; a larger area of grey between ear-coverts and back......
Ty R B A v wsaa <Py M. ocrocotiug 204
2 Darker; a smaller area of grey between ear-coverts and back. . ..
e P P i A A et P. n. humii 202

B Ear-coveris slaty

3 Crown smoky grey

a Paler; grey of crown fading gradually into rufescent back.. ..
.................................... PR e ganlt:ra&n,n'_r 201

b Darker; grey of crown ending abruptly on nape. . ..P. n. nipalensis 202

4 Crown bright ochraceous
¢ Breast deep fulvous....... e e D e D L Pl e 204
DAL S TIE TR e e e e .. P. n. poliotis 203
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12539, Garhwal Parrvotbill. Paradoxormis m'pufnr,n'; _E._ru.ﬁrn'.rfrn,_r.l'.:

Fleming & T'raylor

Paradoxornis mipalensis garhwalensis Fleming & Traylor, 1964, Ficldiana: Zoology

35: 531 (Kurunmitoli, Garhwal, Uttar Pradesh)

Mot in Baker, FBI

LOCAL NAMES. MNone recorded.

sizé, Sparrow —; length . 10 cm (4 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. As i nipalensir (1240).

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and namtar, Resident. Northeast Garhwal and

Paradoxornis nipalensis

I f | ‘n
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Distributional ranges
B rivatensis (1299a) B0 nipalensis (1240). humii (1241).
[ erocotius (1243). poliotes (1242]). patriciae (1244).

northern Almora, between 2100 and 2700 m. Habitat undescribed, probably
as in nipalensis.

GENERAL HABITS, FooD and vorce. Asin 1241,

PREEDING. Unknown.

Museust Dracwosis,  Paler above and below than nipalensis. Rufous of back less
intense; pale grey-brown of crown fades gradually into rufescent back rather than
terminating abruptly on the nape; superciliary stripe brown rather than blackish,

MEASUREMLENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)
3 oo? 53-53 -8 18-19 56-57 mm

[l"]t‘mi.ng & Traylor)
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Unrecorded.
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1240. Ashy-eared Parrotbill. Paradoxornis nipalensis nipalensis {Hodgson)

Suthora Nipalensis Hodgson, 1837, Ind. Rev. 2 (1): 32 (Nepal; restricted to
Kathmandu Valley by Ripley, Synopsis: 370)
Baker, FBI No. 93, Vol. 1: 109

LOCAL NAME. Suthora (Nepal).

size. Sparrow —; length . 10 em (4 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. A tiny orange-brown bird with conspicuous black
supercilium, white moustache and black throat. Abore, crown grey, back
tawny olive, brighter on rump; a broad white moustache. Wings blackish
with rufous and white edges. Below, chin and throat black. Sides of neck
grey, breast pale grey, belly whitish washed with tawny. Sexes alike,

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident. Central Nepal; eastern
and western limits to be determined. From 2000 to 2900 m. Affects ringal
bamboo and undergrowth in oak forest.

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and voIicE. Asin 1241,

BREEDING. Unknown.

Museum Diacxosis, Differs from hwmii in having a grey crown and slaty ear-
COVErLS.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
{from skull)
ay 47-52 7-8 17-18 34-58 mm

{Fleming & Traylor)
COLOURS OF DARE ramrts. Unrecorded.

1241. Blackfronted Parrotbill. Paradoxornis nipalensis humii (Sharpe)

Suthora humii Sharpe, 1863, Cat. Bds. Brit. Mus. 7: 487 (Darjeeling)?
Baker, FEI No. 93, Vol. 1: 110
Vol. 9, plate 96

LOCAL NaMES. None recorded.

s1zE. Sparrow —; length ¢. 10 em (4 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in npalensis (1240) but crown and ear-coverts
ochraceous, not grey.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HaBiTtaT. Uncommon resident. From east
Nepal, Sikkim, Darjeeling to east Bhutan (where it intergrades with polistis) ;
from 1200 to 3300 m at all scasons, mostly in a lower zone than P. fulvi-
Jrons; more addicted to a varied tree-and-scrub growth than the latter and
therefore more widely distributed. Affects mixed deciduous and bamboo
jungle, rhododendron and bamboo undergrowth in oak forest, generally
in very broken country and steep hillsides.

GENERAL HABITS. A gregarious and confiding bird reminiscent of the
Redheaded Tit, found in parties of 3 to 30 or more, often in association
with other babblers and tits, hunting with feverish activity among bamboo
clumps and low bushes, clinging to sprigs and leaves in acrobatic positions.
When a bird suddenly decides to fly off 1o the next tree, the entire party

I See Biswas, JBNHS 59: 406 for restriction of type locality.
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“flows " after it in a disorderly rabble. Interspersed in this round of restless
activity are short pauses when the birds may be scen huddled together
side by side, looking rather like miniature munias at a distance. When
angry, pulls out the black coronal stripes and black throat.

roop. Inscets and vegetable matter (bamboo buds ete.).

vorce and cares. Members of a party keep up a continual high-pitched
twittering, a varicty of cheeps and chirrs and (alarm) a loud purring chatter.
Also a plaintive litde bleat.

prREEmMNG. Unknown.

Museust Diacnosis.  Differs from mipalensis in having the erown and ear-coverts
ochraceous or orange-chestnut.

MEASUREMENTS .

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
{from skull)
ar g 45-51 7-8 e. 19 52-57 mm
{SA, Strescmann)

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris pale pearly brown; nll horn yvellow: feet slate-

blue (Meinertzhagen). Iris brown; bill black (Stevens).

1242, Blyth's or Assam Orange Parrothill. Paradoxornis mipalensis
poliotis (Blyth)

Suthora poliotis Blyth, 1851, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 20: 522
(Cherrapoonji, Khasi Hills)
Suthore manipurensis Godwin-Austen & Woalden, 1875, This: 250
(near Karakhul, Manipur hills)
Suthora daflacnsis Godwin-Austen, 1876, Ann. Mag. WNat. Hist. 17: 32
(Toroputu Peak, Dafla Hills)
Baker, FBI No. 94, Vol. 1: 109

LOCAL NAME. Das meupgasha keskiba (Cachan).

size, Sparrow —; length ¢, 10 em (4 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in nipalensis (1240) but crown bright ochraceous,
:‘:1[L:'~.|':|'lt‘1:|l.'r1:|:7- jll 1.]]" :I"]l'l';].

sTATUs, pistrinuTion and pAasrrat. Resident. From east Bhutan through
NEFA to the Mishmi Hills, Nagaland and Manipur; from ¢. 1500 to at
least 2600 m, and the hills of Assam from G600 to 1200 m. Aflects bamboo
jungle and dense evergreen [orest with tangled undergrowth in very broken
country, steep hillsides with rocky ravines.

Extralimital, Northeastern Burma and northwestern Yunnan, The species
extends north to Szechuan, cast to Fukien and Formosa and south to
southeastern Burma, northern Thailand and Laes.

CENERAL HABITS, FoOD and voice. Asin 1241,

BREEDING. Season, May and June. Nest, a tiny, neat and compact cup
of bamboo leaves and fine grasses, coated on the outside with cobwebs, lined
with finer grasses and root hairs. Fixed in a cluster of twigs springing [rom
a bamboo node or in a thick bush, less than two feer (60 cm) from the
ground. Eggs, 2 to 4, generally 3, pale blue, very like those of Josterops
but darker and less glossy. Average size of 20 eggs 15-7 x 11-9 mm (Baker).
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Musgum Diacnosis. Differs from humit in having the ear-coverts slaly, the
crown, including forchead, a brighter ochraceous, the back more olive; feathers
of black chin faintly tipped with white; rest of underparts pale grey becoming
whitish on abdomen and lacking any ochraceous.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Rill Tarsus Thail
(from skull}
ag 44— £ 0 c. 18 ¢. 52 mm

(Baker, Desfayes)
Weight &' 9 5-6 g (SDR).
EOLOURS OF BARE TArTs. [Iris brown. Bill fleshy yellow. Legs and feet slate-
grey or bluish slaty. [Billin spring grev-black, base of lawer mandible bright pink
(Stanford).]

1243. Tibetan Small Parrotbill. Paradoxornis nipalensis crocotivs Kinnear

FParadoxernis poliofis erocotine Kinnear, 1954, Ibhis 96: 484, new name for Suthora poliofiz
fnlermedia Kinnear, 1944, Ibis 86: 70 (Yanpu La, near Trashigong, E. Bhutan),
preoccupied
Not in Baker, FBI

LOCAL NAMES. None recorded.

sizE. Sparrow —; length r. 10 cm (4 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. Asin 124].

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HasrTaT. Resident. Eastern Bhutan and south-
east Tibet (Shakti, Mdnyul) at 2100 to 2400 m. Affects tall grass, deciduous
and bamboo jungle.

GENERAL HARBITS, FooD and voice. Asin 1241.

BREEDING. Unknown.

Muszum Diacnosis.  Similar to fumii but generally paler especially on the head
which is dull cinnamon-yellow; cheeks paler with a large area of pale grey separating
them from the darker cinnamen-yellow of the back., Differs from polictis by the
bright crocus-yellow cheeks.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tail
(from skull)
I ga 50, 51 — — mm
1 9 a0 7 57 rmm
{Ludlaw)

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in fumil.

1244. Mizo Hills Parrothill. Paradoxornis nipalensis pairiciae Koelz

Paradoxornis nipalensis patriciae Koelz, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional Exploration, No. 1:
2 (Blue Mountain, Lushai Hills)
Not in Baker, FBI ~

LOCAL NAMES. None recorded.
siZE. Sparrow —; length ¢. 10 em (4 in.).
FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1242,
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STATUS, DISTRIDUTION and wpamirar. Resident, Southeastern Assam in
the Mizo (Lushai) Hills; from 1500 to 2400 m.

CENERAL HARITS, FooD and voice, Asin 1241,

pREEDING. Unknown,

Musevm IDiacwosis, hlore richly coloured than rippems of Mount Vietoria;
grey of the ear-coveris less extensive; black of throat separated from deep fulvous
of breast by less intervening grey. Differs from poliotis in having the breast fulvous,
not pale prey.

MEASUREMENTS and coLours oF BARE PARTS. Unrecorded.

PAarApOxORNIS ATROSUPERGILIARIS (Godwin-Austen)

Key to the Subspecies
A short black supercilium, ....... ... v s ool @ alrosuperciliaris

Mo superallivem: oie s e s i e ey ARSse g L a1

1245, Lesser Redheaded Parrotbill. Paradoxornis atrosuperciliaris oalesi
I:H]]L!Ti“'l'ﬂl

Suthora valesi Sharpe, 1903, Handl, Gen. Bds. 4: 70, New name for Chleuasicus rificeps
Blyth (1845), nec Paradoxornis ruficefs Blyth {1842)
Chleuasicus ruficeps Blyth, 1845, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 14: 578 {Darjeeling)
Baker, FBI No. 101, Vel. 1: 114
Vol. 9, plate 96

LOCAL NAME. Clionglo-phiep-phio (Lepchal.

size, Sparrow; length ¢. 15 em (6 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1246 but lacks the black superciliary stripe.
Easily confused with P. ruficeps from which it differs in its smaller size,
smaller and blunter bill, and more graduated tail; ear-coverts are much
lighter in colour, ochraceous rather than dark ferruginous.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Very rare. Obtained only from
Sikkim and Darjeeling at ¢. 2100 m. Not recorded since the last century.
Habitat not described; probably as in 1246.

CENERAL HaBITS, FooD and voice, Unrecorded.

BREEDING., Unknown.

Museunt Diacwosis. Sce Field Characters. Differs from the nominate race

(1246) in being less richly coloured and lacking the short black supercilium.
MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from feathers)
a9 75=-78 c. 8 c. 23 e. 80 mm
{Baker)

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris bright red-brown. Bill creamy, fleshy white or
pale horny. Legs greenish plumbeous (Baker).




208 TIMALIINAE

1248. Assam Redheaded Parrotbill. Paradoxornis ruficeps bakeri (Hartert)

Scacorhynchus ruficeps bakeri Hartert, 1900, Novit. Zool. 7: 548 (Hungrum, N. Cachar)
Prittiparus ruficeps psithyrus Koclz, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional Exploration, No. 1:2
{Sangau, Lushai Hills)

Psittiparus ruficeps rufitinctus Koelz, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional Exploration, No. 1:2
{Cherrapunji, Khasia Hills)

Baker, FBI No. 105, Vol. 1: 117

LOCAL NAMES, Dao mougasha gajao (Cachari); Indo-rui ingeoria (Naga); Wohtéra
( Mikir).

51z, Bulbul— ; length ¢. 18 cm (7 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1247, but entire underparts buff.

sTATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident; locally common. NEFA
in the Mishmi Hills east and south of the Dibang river, the Patkai Range,
Nagaland, Manipur and the adjacent hills of Burma, the hills of Assam south
to the Mizo (Lushai) Hills, and the hills of East Pakistan south to Sylhet
and the Chittagong region. From the foothills to at least 1800 m, more
usually above 600 m. Affects wet forest, bamboo and scrub jungle and,
in the foothills, reed-beds and elephant grass.

Extralimilal. Northern and eastern Burma. Another subspecies in northern
Vietnam.

GENERAL HABITS. Keeps in pairs or small parties, often consorting with
other babblers. Actions very tit-like but slower. Spends much of its time
clambering about the smaller twigs and branches, sometimes hanging
head downwards and in this fashion proceeding along the lower side of
some thin branch. In reeds and long grass, moves about like babblers,
taking short flights from stem to stem, alighting on the ground, then climbing
again to the summit of a reed before once more taking flight. A skulker like
other members of the genus; when disturbed makes its way through cover
without showing itsellf and disappears. Flight level but weak, never long-
sustained — a few wing-flaps followed by a short glide; in flying the wings
make a soft whirr peculiar to the species.

FooD. Insects and seeds.

voice and caris. A very characteristic squirrel-like chitter interrupted
with a series of rather slowly pronounced double notes fee-ur (SDR). When
feeding, utters a constant chir-chirrup and when separated from one another,
its call is the typical bleat of the family. * So curiously like is it to the plaintive
bleat of a small kid in distress that I have more than once been deceived
by it * (Baker). A peculiar snapping of the bill may be heard as a party
moves about. .

BREEDING. Season, April to July. Nest and eggs, as in 1247, Average size
of 47 eges 215 x 16-7 mm (Baker).

Museus Diacnosis. Differs from ruficeps in having the entire underparts buff;
there is a considerable variation in the shade of colour of the head and of the upper-

parts.
MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)
aQ 89-95 15 28 82-85 mm

(Baker, MD)
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Wing g'a? 806-90; @ 9 (2) 84 mm {SDR.).

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris brown to reddish brown; orbital skin blue,
Bill: upper mandible dark brownish or blackish horn; lower and tp of upper greyish
horn. Legs and fect bluish grey,

PARADOXORNIS GULARIS Gray
Key to the Subspecies

LIl erpars WIIDET . sairisin wiaiuinis mitoimtiin ais dions ot etk e eoin £, p. pularis
Underparts suffused with fulvous............ P g transfluciclis

1249, Grevheaded Parrotbill. Paoradoxornis gularis gularis Gray
Paradoxornis prularis Gray, 1845, Gen. Bds, 2 : 388 (Bhutan, ex Horsfield MS,)
Baker, FBI No. 106, Vol. 1: 118
Plate 71, fig. 9, facing p. 192

LOCAL NAME. Chongto phep-pho (Lepcha).

sizé. Bulbul —; length ¢ 16 cm (G in.}).

FIELD CHARACTERS., sbove, head dark grey with black lorehead continued
behind in a black supercilium extending to the nape, Lores and eye-ring
white. Bill yellow. Kest of upperparts rufous-brown, wings and tail darker.
Below, white, with a black bib. Sexes alike. The conspicuous head pattern
renders this species unmistakable.

sTATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HasiTar. Resident; scarce and local. Darjee-
ling, Sikkim and through Bhutan and NEFA east to Sadiva; from ¢ 900 to
1500 m (once 2400 m), reaching the duars and plaing in winter. Affects
bamboo, bushes and low trees.

GENERAL HABITS, Foop and voice, Asin 1250, q.v.

BREEDING. Season, April to June. The only nest recorded was said to
have been l;l;u';‘d in the fork of a tree, 9 metres from the gt'nund_ Nest and
erps, as in 1250,

Museust Diacwosis, = Differs from transfueialis (1250) in having the underparts
sullfused with fulvous.

Young. Similar to adult but upperparts brighter rust colour; crown not so pure
erey; black chin-patch less defined. First pnmary rounded ; tail-feathers narrower,

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Rill Tarsus Tl
(from skull)
g 85-95 13-14 £. 27 7480 mm
o B89 i2 (1) 43 |1 74 (1) nun

1
( Luedlow, Baker, 5A)
Weight 1 g* 29; 1 ¢ 29 g (SA).
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Irs red-brown. Bill chrome-yvellow. I.rgs and feet
ereenish hiorn (HW). Bill orange-vellow. Legs slaty green (Stanford).

1250. Assam Greyheaded Parrotbill. Paradoxornis gularis transfluvialis
(Hartert)
Seacorhynchus gularis transflupialis Hartert, 1900, Novit. Zool. 7: 584
{Guilang, IN. Cachar]
f-’ﬂ'”::f]ﬂm; gm!';u.:i ,|.-',i'.'r_'|f,ru'!.lr;|ru_1' Koelz, 1954, Contrib. Inst. H.l'l_;:i.l..rt'l.'il. I:..:ﬂ:].ll1-l!:lll'|il.I.III.:IIIr Mo, 1:2
{Karong, Manipur)
Baker, FBI Neo. 107, Vol. 1: 118

LocAal MAMES. [Dao mougasha gophu (Cachar); fedo-rui gahabale (Kacha Naga).
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sizé. Bulbul —; length ¢. 16 cm (6 1n.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1249, but underparts suffused with fulvous.

sTATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common resident, The hills of Assam,
East Pakistan in the Chittagong region, Manipur and Nagaland, north in
the Patkai Hills to the range of gularis; from 600 to 2100 m. Affects bamboo
jungle and various types of forest.

Extralimital. Burma and northwestern Thailand; the species extends 1o
central Vietnam, Hainan, Fukien and Anhwei.

GENERAL HABITS. Keeps in small parties of six to cight birds in trees
as well as bushes, low tree jungle or undergrowth in lofty forest; less restricted
to bamboo than other parrotbills, less of a skulker, and apparently does not
associate with them or other babblers. * Their way ol picking up a bud,
carrying it to a convenient twig and holding under their feet while picking
it to pieces is very tit-like ’ (La Touche).

roop. Vegetable matter, grubs and insects (La Touche).

voice and carrs. A loud call of four notes on the same tone when one
bird of a pair is calling to the other; alarm, a hash chattering note
{Smythies).

BREEDING, JSeason, April 1o July. Vest, a very neat, compact cup of
grass well bound with cobweb, lined wath hne grass stems and shreds of
grass bark. Placed in saplings, usually between two and three metres above
the ground. Eggs, 2 or 3, rarely 4, variable in colour and markings but
similar to those of P. ruficeps (1247). Average size of 71 eggs 211 x 13-9
mm (Baker).

Musevsm Diacwosis, See Field Characters.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from feathers)
a9 BH-00 12-13 &4 €. 78 mm
{Depth -at base 9-10)
(Baker)

COLOURS OF BARE PaRTS. Ins deep red-brown. Bill chrome-yellow to almaost

orange horny yellow. Legs and fect slaty brown, occasionally with a bluish tinge.

1251. Gould’s or Blackthroated Parrotbill. Paradoxornis flavirasiris
Mavirostris Gould?

Paradoxernis_ flavirostris Gould, 1836, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 17 {Nepal)
Baker, FBI No. 90, Vol. 1: 105

LOCAL Nases,  Bul-but sordi (plains Miris); Dao mougasha gadeba {Cachari).
size. Bulbul; length ¢, 19 em (7} in.).
FIELD CHARACTERS. Above, crown and nape rufous-chestnut; back

1 Paradaxorniy flarirestrir and P, gwttaticolfis should be listed as a sugcnptciu. most closely
related to each other; the differences in ealls, size, hind toe and hill size (the latter not
apparent in measurements) and lack of intergradation in their area of overlap with strict
m]aﬁili:l and altitudinal replacement, inclinc us o think that they are specics, perhaps
a double invasion of Assam of similar ancestral stock alier long isolation,
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olive-brown; wings and tail brown; ear-coverts black, cheeks whiie; a
very deep, parrot-like yellow bhill.
Below, chin black; upper throat
barred white and brown; throat
deep brown; rest of underparis
fulvous. Sexcs alike.

The black ear-coverts distinguish
this species from all parrotbills
except P, pullaticollts which has
whitish underparts and almost no
t]lil4'k LMl lI]]ilfll.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HaBrTAT,

=, Resident; scarce in the hills, locally

common in the plains., From east

MNepal (two specimens in the British Museum, including type) cast along the

foothills through |:J:I.].il'l‘|i11:;| Sikkim, Bhutan and NEFA to the Mishmi

Hills, the plains of the upper Assam Valley and surrounding hills, Nagaland,

Assam and East Pakistan in sylhet and the f:ElitlngtJrLg ;|-cgir;11. In the teral,

duars and base of hills {(once at 1900 m, Sikkim), up to 1500 in the Assam

hills and to 2400 m in the Naga hills; also in the lowlands of the Assam

Valley. In the latter region, affects dense thickets of reeds, clephant-grass,

wild cardamom, and mixed grasses along the banks of rivers; in the hills,

mixed grass and bamboo but keeps mostly to the valleys where there is
plenty ol ekra or elephant-grass.

GENERAL HABITS. In the non-breeding season, keeps in small parties
of up to a dozen birds, more often only seven or eight. Very shy and reluctant
to take fhght but greatly adept at concealing itsell. When undisturbed,
often mounts to the 1ops of reeds, now and then taking short flights into
the air much in the manner of some Prinias, uttering a loud chirrup as
it rises ::tllhj.ﬁ].l'_n.'.-' Ki'l_‘]j.‘i loww down when under observation, The noise
made by their mandibles as they nibble at the reeds is distinctly audible
though the Bires may not be visible.

roop. Chiefly vegetable matter (bamboo shoots, seeds): also insects
and their larvae found in the crevices of reeds, especially during the breeding
SCASOIL.

voice and cavis. A striking whistle rendered as phaw, phew, phew, phuit
commencing in a low tone and rapidly ascending in scale and volume
(Stevens). Other notes: a bleating or mewing cry (Baker), and a mellow
warble of three notes (Cripps).

BREEDING. Season, April to July., Nest, a very neat and compact, deep
cup, made with fine strips of bark or coarse grasses and bamboo, mixed
with fine sinips of bamboo or grass blades, bound with cobwebs, lined
with grass, bark and fine grass stems, occasionally with hair. The clear,
yellow colour of the nest is remarkably bright but blends ]_’.‘rl:rri:Cll}" with
the surroundings. Usually affixed to three or four reed-stems or in a cluster
of twigs jutting out from a bamboo node, at a height of one to one and
a half metres above the ground, exceptionally in saplings. This species
scens to have a predilection for wet places and even in the hills selects
a wet patch where there is some grass, cane or reeds, Eges, 2 or 3, occasionally
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4, white, sparsely speckled at the larger end with pale reddish. Average
size of 50 eggs 21-9 x 16-2 mm (Baker).

Museuvm Diacxosis. Differs from P. I]:;l.'.'fﬂ'!rfﬂr.l']llj as Tollows: upperparts il1f|\lL|.il1b'
crown darker; chin barred black and white; throat dark brown; rest of underparis
fulvous. It is also a little larger and somewhat stouter.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Taal
(from feathers
ae B5-90 e 12 e 30 LOO=110 mm
(Baker)

Bill from skull, 19 mm; greatest depth of upper mandible ¢ 10 mm. Length ol
hind toe including claw ¢, 20 mm.

COLOURS OF BARE PARTs. Ins deep red or red-brown, Bill wax-vellow to bright
vellow. Legs clear slate to plumbeous grey,

1252, Whitethroated Parrotbill. Paradoxornis guttaticellis David

Paradaxornis gultaticollis David, 1871, Nouv. Arch. Mus. Pans 7: 14
(Moupin, east Chwanben, China)
Paradoxornis eusteni Gould, 1874, Bds. Asia 3, pt. 26, pl. 73
(near Kuchai, Naga Hills and Shillong, Assam)
Baker, FBI No. 91, Vol. 1: 106

LocAaL MaMe. Dao mougasha gadeba (Cachan),

s1ze. Bulbul; length ¢. 19 cm (74 in.).

FIELD CHARAGTERS, Above, crown and nape rufous-cinnamon; rest of
upperparts olive-brown ; checks white; car-coverts black. Below, pale creamy
buff lightly speckled with black on throat. Sexes alike.

Distinguished at once from P. flavirosins in lacking the dark brown
throat, and from other parrotbills by its black ear-coveris,

sraTUs, DETRIBUTION and HamiTaTt. Resident; locally common. East
Pakistan in Sylhet and the Chittagong Hill Tracts, the hills of Assam
north to Nagaland and the Patkai Range; from ¢. 900 to over 2100 m,
mostly 1500 to 1800 m. Replaces P. flavirosiris at higher elevations. Affects
scrub and grass on abandoned cultivation, bushes, and bamboo jungle
but is less restricted to the latter than Blackthroated Parrothall (1251).

Extralimital. Extends east to northern Vietnam, Kwangtung and Fukien.

GENERAL HABITS, A noisy, pugnacious bird found in small partes,
sometimes in association with other babblers, e.g. Garrulax ruficollis. Carriage
upright as in others of the genus.

roop, Insects and secds (including cultivated millet).

voIcE and caris. A series ol 6 or 7 harsh, peculiar notes on the same
tone, lasting about two seconds; alarm, a variety of chittering and strident
notes (Smythies). Also a bleating call (Baker).

BREEDING. Season, April to June. Nest, similar to that ol P. flavirosiris,
made with the same yellow material and lined with vellowish, rarely dark-
coloured strips of grass. As a rule placed between 90 and 180 cm above
the ground in bamboo clumps, or occasionally in a shrub or stout weed.
Little attempt is made at concealment and attention is drawn to it by the
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bussy and nowsy behaviour of the owners, Eggs, 2 or 3, variable but indistin-
gwshable from those ol P. flavirostris. One variety 15 described as pale
reen-grey with numerous but [aint blotches and smudges of sepia and
brown, and underlying spots of lavender and a few scrawly lines of dark
brown. Average size ol 34 eges 22-2 x 16-4 mm (Baker).

Museum Diacros Differs from P, fa

rostris in having the underparts pale
cream=bufl, not fulvous, ligluly speckled with black on throat; upperparts paler,
less rufous; bill smaller and legs wenker. y

Younpg. Similar to adult but erown paler; upperparts and edges of wings and
tail tinged with pale rust. First primary (as.) more rounded with broader outer
'.'.|'||‘I Fecirices NArrower and moi !l|.||.I|'eE

MEASUREMENTS

Wingo Il Tarsus Tail
from feathers
1 AN-f15 -0 ¢ 26 e LOO mmum
(Baker)

Bill from skull 17 mum; greatest depth of upper mandible 10 mm. Length of hind
toc including claw 17 mm
Weight 1 @ 26 g (SDR

COLOURS OF BARE rarTs,  [ris brown o red-brown. Bill wax-yellow. Leps and
feet slaty grey (Baker Iris brown. Bill vellow. Feet bluish grev (SDR)Y.

Genue Turpoines Cretzschman

Turdaides Cretzschmar,

)y IM l{.‘l.lll_ll'l.l.l"h."i':];l'\ zu der Reise in n. Afrika, :"\,'..u_r_ 4
pl. 4. Tvpe, by Monotypy, Turdaides .'Iq’.'.l'rlln'-"]'.'lllﬂ.lllr Ciretzschmar
.|l,_'_:.. Lesson, 1831, Traiteé 4"Orn. = 402, ']l'ﬂu:. L]'!l' :-.lj?l:u'\-:reiln'nt 41:"\.ir_:|:1;|_t|n||
Gray, 1855), Malous sqguamiceps Cretzsehmar

canthaptila Blyih, 1855, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 24: 478, Type, by original

designation, Timalia npalenis Hodgson
Differs from Garrufay in having the covering membrane of the nostrils more o
less covered by plumes. Rictal bristles short and stout; feathers of the forehead
short, firm and close. Legs very strong.

ey to the Species

['.li_'.'“l."
[ Breast with distinct black streaks. oo viovi s sosenand o Mipalenris 234
I1 Breast not distinctly streaked
A Throat cinnamon. . A A i e (RS 231
11 r]l.l.-i:l.lr. not | FIEATI R TR ERE]
a Forehead with white shaft-streaks. ... oo vvvsmansnes T, wiadcolwri 0
b Whole crown heavily streaked with dark brown
| Throat white or pinkish baff, . .........0.. sowsws B eotdalis 214
2 Throat fulvous with dark shaltstreaks .. ............T. earlei 216
¢ Crown unstreaked
¥ Crown cream-bulf ]J.1II'L' than back or concolorous but back
with a varving amount of rufous. . . ... ... ve s T, affimis 239
i Forchead deep grey : L e el iy o T surbrufus 227
5% Crown concolorous with or darker than back
i Lores and chin white, hill black. vewemnesss 8o loRgirosiris 2

il Lores and chin not white, bill vellow : 1. siriefus 224
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Turpoipes caupaTus (Dumont)

Key to the Subspecies

Paler and e e s i e s e e e
DPrarker and - DrgWmer . o e e e e e e

1253. Afghan Babbler. Turdoides candatus huttont (Blyth)

Malacocercis Flullons Hl‘.l'”'- 1847, Jour., Asiat. Soc. Bengal 16: 476
(Kandahar, Afghanistan)
Cf. Vaurie, C., 1953, Admer. Mus. Nowit., No. 1642; 5-8
Baker, FBI No. 193, Vol. 1: 199
LocAL NaMmes. Pibulag (Baluchi); Swsw, Dim dirdz (Persian),
size. Bulbul +-; length ¢. 23 cm (9 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. Asin 1254,
sTATUS, DIsTRIBUTION and masrrar. Common resident. West Pakistan

Turdoides caudatus

30
—

S 7/ 111 & :
: //‘, t
lﬁu |m auD nnl o 1un|

Distributional ranges

huttont (1255). VWA caudatus (1254).

in Baluchistan roughly west of a line from Kalat 1o the Basul river on the
Makran coast. Affects scrub in the plains and lower hills up to 1200 m.

Extralimital. Southeastern Afghanistan and eastern Iran. The specics
extends west to southwestern Iran and southeastern Iraq,

GENERAL HABITS, FooD and voice. Asin 1254, q.v.

BREEDING. Season, April and May. Nest and eges, as in 1254,

Musevs Diacrosis.  Sinmular to coudetus but paler and ETeyer, the central marks
on the feathers less defined and not so dark,
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MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
{from skull)
o B5-94 21-25 28-30 112-128 mm

(HW, Ticchurst)
Weight 1 © 38; 1 o? 31 g (BRB).
COLOURS OF DARE PARTS. Asin 1254

1254, Commeon Babbler. Turdoides caudatus candatus (Dumont)

Cossyphes caudatus Dumont, 1823, Dict. sei. nat. (ed. Leveault) 29: 268 (India)
Chatorhea [sic] eclipes Hume, 1877, Stray Feathers 5: 337
(" Punjaly, Trans-Indus ' = Peshawar)
Baker, FBI No. 192, Vol. 1: 198

LoCaL Names. fledde, Lmilo (Sind); Chelehil, Sor, Genga, Chhita genpd, Dumri
Hindi); Shérddi (Gujara); Chinna sida (Telugu); Huni (Tamil); Chilappan (Mala-
yalam).

sizE. Bulbul 4-; length ¢, 23 ¢m (Y 1n.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. A slim carthy brown babbler with a long, graduated,
loosely attached tail. Above, head and back drab brown heavily streaked
with dark brown. Tail narrowly cross-barred. Below, throat white; rest
ol underparts creamy bufl or pinkish-bulT lightly streaked with dark on
sides of breast. Legs yellow. Sexes alike. For distinction from other members
ol the genus see Key to the Species.

sTATUS, DIsSTRIBUTION and masrraT, Resident; generally common and
widely distributed, more locally so, south of the Godavari river. West
Pakistan (except lor the range ol fuitont) and India from the N.W.E.P.
along ihe loothills io Dehra Dun and the plains east to eastern Bihar (pos-
sibly northwestern East Pakistan) and ecastern Madhya Pradesh (not
recorded 1 Orissa), and the whole Peninsula south to Cape Comorin and
Rameswaram Island: also the Laccadive Islands. In semi-desert and the
dry plains and stony lower hills normally up to 900 m in the Peninsula;
sometimes up to 2100 m in the Himalayas (Dharmsala), Affects xerophytic
thorn scrub jungle, sandy flood plains dotted with clumps of tamarisk,
sarpat grass (Seccharum), and ber bushes (Jizyphus), etc. Occasionally
enters cultivation, gardens and compounds especially in the north.

GENERAL HaBits, Keeps in flocks ol six to twenty individuals, sometimes
even in the breeding season, spending its time on the ground, hopping
about rapidly with a bouncing gait, more commonly scuttling like a rat
under the sparse vegetation and hedges, uttering pleasant whistling trills.
Switches tail belore commencing to run, sometimes cocking it up to
look like an oversize FPrinta. When alarmed, e.g. at the appearance of a cat
or mongoose, the birds nervously twitch their wings and hop from bush
to bush, peering down ar the intruder, loosely jerking their tails, the whole
sisterhood combining to hurl invectives at it in disorderly chorus. Loath
to take flight; when leaving one patch of cover for another, fly off singly,
onc after another with a weak flight —a few rapid flaps followed by a
glide on outspread wings and tail, close to the ground. Roosts at night
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in a tightly packed row along a favourite branch, all heads facing the same
way, preceded by much characteristic community trilling.

roop, Mainly insects — ants, caterpillars, beetles, grasshoppers, ctc.
Flying termites frequently captured in mid-air, like bulbul, by springing
a metre or so vertically from a bush-top; also spiders, grains and berries
especially Lantana, In season, feeds largely on the nectar of Capparis apliylla
flowers; the birds get their forchead thickly coated with pollen and thus
act as important fertilization agents.

voice and caris. A number of pleasant musical whistles which-twhich-
whichi-ri-ri-ri-ri-ri constantly uttered as the flock moves about. Squeaky
alarm-notes when suddenly come upon, very like those of a covey of bush
quails (Perdicula) when flushed and scattering.

BREEDING. Season, varying locally to cover almost the whole year; mostly
March to July, extending into October. Double-brooded. Nest, a neat
compact cup of grass and rootlets, practically always lined with the same
but finer material. It is typical, and once scen cannot be mistaken for any
other, the most noticeable points being symmetry of form, cleanliness and
the great thickness of the walls. Almost invariably placed low down in
thorny bushes (e.g. Jizyphus, Prosopis, Lantana), generally between 60
and 120 em from the ground, sometimes lower or up to 180 em. A faveurite
situation is in hedges of prickly pear (Opuntia). Fronds of low date palms
also availed of. Eggs, commonly 4, often 3, exceptionally 5, turquoise blue.
Average size of 180 eggs 21-2 < 16-1 mm (Baker). Incubation takes 13
to 15 days. Both sexes share in construction, incubation, and nest-feeding.
Frequently brood-parasitized by the Pied Crested Cuckoo (Clamator jacobinus)
and Hawk-Cuckoo (Cuculus varius).

Museum Diacwosis.  See Key to the Subspecies.

Young. Like adult but dark markings en head and nape rounder, occupying
most of the feathers: tips and pale outer webs of wing-feathers paler. Postjuvenal
moult complete.

Moults of adult are irregular and practically every stage of moult may be seen
in different individuals at any time of the year.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skuall)
aa 76-85 20-23 26-29 [13-130 mm
{once 23)
o 18 o] T2-H2 20-22 27-29 (1) 101 mm

(HW, SA, Waite)
Weight 2 g 40, 40 g (Roonwal). 10 ¢ 3040 [av. 36) g —SA,
COLOURS OF BARE PArTS. Iris brown, vellow or orange-vellow. Bill fleshy brown
or brown, base of lower mandible yellow; mouth pale flesh. Legs and feet yellow;
elaws horny brown. Gape and mouth of v{}urillg bright vellow,

Turpompes earrer (Blyth)

Key to the Euhﬂptclts

A hron e R o e T. e earle
Throat paler. ...... A s T ¢ soniviies
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1255, Western Striated Babbler. Tiwrdoides carlel seniving (Roelz)
Irgye carler sontvia hooele, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional Fxploration, No, 1: 3
(Khimar Lake, Sind)
Baker, FBI No. 191 parth, Vol 1: 197
LOECAL NAMI Lélo {Sind).
size, Bulbul; length ¢, 20 cm (8 in.),
FIELD CHARACTERS., Asn 12506

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and namirar, Resident; very local. The plains
of the Indus river system, from Peshawar and Bannu cast to the Sutlej

Turdeides earlei and T. affinis

30

20

|

'ﬁﬂ l‘m 8o 50 I N 1:101

Distributional ranges

E= T e sonivius (1255). [ 7. e. earfei {1256).
B2 T. a. affinis (1267). B 7. a taprobanus (1268).

river, south to Sibi (Baluchistan) and the mouths of the Indus. Affects
reeds, bulrushes and high grass on swampy ground. Inhabits better wooded
and moister localities than T, caudatus.

GENERAL HABITS, roop and voice., As in 1256,

BREEDING. Seasom, March to August. Probably double-brooded. Nest and
cops. as i 12506,

Museus Diacwosis.  Simular to 1236 bat throat paler.

MEASUREMENTS, | & Wing 95; ull from skull 22 mm (SAY, Other measurcments

and COLOURS OF BARE PARTS as 1n 1256,
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1256, Striated Babbler. Turdoides earlei earlei (Blyth)

Malacocerens Earlei Blyth, 1844, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 13: 369 (vicinity of Caloutta)
Baker, FBI No. 191 (part), Vol. 1: 197
Plate 72, fig. 9, facing p. 224

LOGAL NAMES, Bidi-phenga or genga, Chilchil (Hindi); Dord chhitiré (Bengali).

sizé. Bulbul; length ¢. 21 cm (8 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. An earth-brown bird with a long graduated tail
and streaked head and back. Above, head and back drab brown streaked with
dark brown; tail finely cross-barred.
Below, fulvous with dark shaft-streaks
on throat and breast. Sexes alike.

Distinguished from 7. caudatus by its
fulvous (not white) throat; habitat
(q.v.) different.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT.

| Resident; common in suitable biotope.

The plains of the Ganges and of the

Brahmaputra river syvstems, from Punjab (east of the range of sonivius)

through Uunar Pradesh, Nepal terai, Bihar (?), West Bengal, East Pakistan

and Assam east to Sadiya; also Orissa in the Mahanadi river delta, and

Manipur. Affects tall grass, elephant-grass, rushes and reed-beds in swampy

areas, mainly along the course of the great rivers; also observed in dry grass
and acacia scrub (winter only?). Replaces T. candafus in moist terrain.

Extralimilal. The plains of Burma,

GENERAL HABITS. Very gregarious and noisy, being found in flocks of
7-10 or more even in the breeding season. Clambers about reeds and grass
i search of food and does not descend as much to the ground as other
babblers. When onc bird flies the rest follow one after the other, sailing
with a weak flight, head poked out, then pitching into the grass.

roop. Insects and snails; also some vegetable matter.

voicE and carrs. A loud trisyllabic whistle keep quiet (Roseveare) and
a rather slow cheer cheer cheer (Donahue),

BREEDING, Season, overall March to October or later, but with two
main periods: March to May and August to October. Double-brooded.
Nest, a neat, compact and rather massive, cup-shaped structure, made of
grass, reed-leaves and rootlets, lined with the same but finer material and
firmly bound to some close-growing reed-stems or placed in some little
bush surrounded by high grass. Nearly all nests are found in the vicinity of
water. Eggs, 3 or 4, pale blue, Average size of 60 eggs 22-8 % 17-6 mm
(Baker). Brood-parasitized by Pied Crested Cuckoo (Clamator jacobinus).

Museuy Iiacxosis.  Differs from somivins in having a darker throat. Specimens
from Assam are somewhat richer in eolour.

Young. As adult but paler. Primary and tail characters present; postjuvenal
moult complete.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from feathers)
ge 85-93 c. 20 £ 32 120-130 mum

(Baker)
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Weight | g" 46 g (Dicsselhorst). | o? 48 g (BB},
coLours oF BARE PArTS. Iris yellow; eyelids plumbeous. Bill fleshy vellow,

culmen, nostrils and tip darker horn colour; mouth vellow. Legs and feet plumbeous
or Neshy plumbeous; claws pinkish.

1257, Slenderbilled Babbler. Turdoides fongirosiris { Hodgson)

Pyetorhis longirastris Hodgson, 1854, in Horsfield & Moore, Cat. Bes. Mus. E. L
Co. | : 408 (Mepal)
RBaker, FBI No. 197, Vol. 1: 202

LOCAL MNAMI Dao ling titri (Cachari).

s12E. Bulbul s length ¢. 23 em [ i“-.l-

FIELD CHARACTERS. /Above, deep reddish brown; lores and cheeks whitish:
car-coverts ferruginous. Bill black, slender and curved., Beloww, chin and
upper throat whinsh: rest of 1||Ll.|1'||:liI|L'\ J"L'||Lt_u‘in.r|11'-. Iuw'muiug albescent
on abdomen. Tail cross-barred. Scexes alike.

'he whitish checks distinguish this species.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and napitar. Resident; locally common, especially
son the Manipur basin. Oudh terai (specimen in British Museum), Nepal
terai (Hodgson) and east through Jalpaiguri distriet, the Sikkim, Bengal

Turdoides longirastris and T. malcolmi

f o ! T
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Distributional ranges

- I. longirasiris (1257). %‘?ﬁ T. malcolms (1258)

and Assam duars, east Lakhimpur district near Sadiya, Assam in the Khasi
Hills and Cachar, and Manipur (common round Logtak Lake). In the
lowlands in long grass, usually near water, ditches or lakes; on the grassy
plateaux of the Khasi Hills between 900 and 1200 m.
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Extralimital. Northern Arakan.

GENERAL HABITS. Gregarious and noisy like others of the genus; also
singly (when quiet), and in pairs. An inveterate skulker. Keeps closely to
the grass and rarely shows itself; threads its way through the densest growth |
with ease. Feeds both on the ground and above in grass and reeds.

roon. Mostly insects.

voice and caris, A variety of notes, some pleasant, some discordant.

BREEDING. Season, May and June. Nest, a neat cup of leaves, grass-blades,
siems and a few twigs, bound together with Abres and rootlets and lined
with fine grass-stems and rootlets; placed in small, scrubby bushes growing
in a sea of grass. Eges, 3 to 5, pale blue, similar to those of T. caudatus.
Average size of 20 eggs 21-5 x 16-7 mm (Baker). The birds sit close;
when leaving the nest they slink quietly into the grass and are not as noisy
and demonstrative as most members of the genus. Not gregarious in the
breeding season.

Museusm Diacnosis, See Kev to the Species and Field Characters.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from feathers)
aQ 75-79 c. 18-19 . 30 115-120 mum

{Baker)
Weight 1 ¢ 35 g (5DR). ;
coLouns oF BARE parTs.  Iris white or bluish white. Bill black. Legs and feet

dark brown.

1258. Large Grey Babbler, Turdoides malcolmi (Sykes)

Timalia malcelmi Svkes, 1832, Proc. Zool, Soc. London: B8 (Dukhun = Poona)
Baker, FBI No. 195, Vol. 1: 200

LocaL Nasmes. Ghogei, Gdugdi, Satbhdi (Hindi); Gongre (Kannada); Kakdn
or Khfkta (Marathi); Bhaiva (U.P., Lucknow); Lalfdde (Gujarati}; Verri-chinda,
Cowwa-sida (Telugu).

size, Myna; length ¢. 28 cm (11 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS, Above, greyish brown mottled with dark brown on
back. Forchead with pale ashy (whitish) shaft-streaks. Tail faintly cross-
barred. Below, creamy buff with a pinkish tinge on throat and breast, Sexes
alike.

The light ashy forchead, bright yellow eyes, and whitish outer feathers
of the long graduated tail (spread out in flight) are diagnostic,

sTATUS, DISTRIBUTION and wsapiTar. Resident; common but locally
distributed; most common on the Deccan tableland. May have spread
recently with increase in cultivation. From Punjab (Ferozepore and
Ludhiana) east along the edge of the plains to castern Uttar Pradesh
(Gorakhpur and Ghazipur), south through Rajasthan (east of the Thar
Desert) to Kutch and Saurashtra, and through the Peninsula south 1o
Tamil Nadu (Nilgiris and Palnis), and east to a line Ghazipur-Ambikapur
(east M.P.)-Nellore. Its occurrence in Sind (Sehwan wide fbis 1922: 541,
and in Kerala needs confirmation. Ascends the hills to ¢. 1200 m in the

.
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Peninsula, Affects dry, open, sparsely scrubbed country, babool and dhak
Butea) jungle, cultivation, city gardens and village environs {though not
everywhere). Usually found in less dry facies than that of T, candatus and
not so wooded as that ol 7. strrafes, but locally
ace map, p. 219,)

GENERAL HABITS, Very gregarious; keeps in parties usually of five to
twelve birds even during the ]m_w:]n:s1 SCASO, 1hr_1-u[_.h nesting birds separate
inwo pairs; flocks ol twenty are common and sometimes as many as forty keep
I- gether, F recue =ntly seen in association with Common and ]uug]r Babblers

n appropriate [acies. Feeds on the ground and in low vegetation. Active
on legs, lechble on wings. Very excitable; il one member is set upon by a
hawk or other enemy, the rest of the flock combines in its delence with
much noise and bluster and may succeed in driving oflf the marauder.
In scrub jungle it is the first bird 10 give warning of an intruder's approach,
thus causing annoyance to observers by alerting other species.

roon. Mostly insects; also grain, sceds and berries. Sometimes ripening
jowari on cob in standing fields.

voick and carts, Unmistakable for that of the Jungle Babbler, being
flatter and less squeaky. Common call, a monotonous, plaintive, drawling
kay-kay-kay-kay etc., kept up in chorus for minutes at a stretch, A short
alarm-note, and noisy chattering on espying an encmy.

side by side with either.

RREEDING. Season, ill-defined ; nests are found in every month, but most
birds breed during the hot months and the monsoon, from March to
Scptember, with possibly two peak periods: March-April and June-July
vith some regional vanation. Nest, an uniidy cup of grass, small twigs
and roots, cither without lining or with a slight one of line rootlets and
grass-bents. Generally placed low down in scrub, but quite often in small
trees up to hive, rarcly nine metres. Eges, 4, olten 3, glossy blue. Averapge
size of 36 eggs 242 = 195 mm (Baker). Commonly brood-parasitized by
Picd Crested Guckoo (Glamalor jacobinus), two Hedglings ol the latter along
with one or two (or none) ol the babbler frequently observed with a flock.
Communal nesting common (or usual ). Pairs continue to remain with
the flock throughour, merely detaching themselves [rom time to time (o
attend 1o their domestic chores. More than one pair olten seen working on
the same nest and sharing in incubation and fecding the nestlings. The
* sisterhood * takes corporate action in the care of the nest and the fledglings
alter they leave 1t, even though these be only impostor cuckoos. (For an
interesting note on communal nesting see Malcolm Macdonald, JBNHS 56:
132, and editorial comment.)

Muszusm Inacwosis.  Sce hey to the Species.

Young. Like adult but no spots on mantle and more buffish, less grey on upper
coverts. Primary characters present; postjuvenal moult complete.

MEASUREMENTS J

Wing Ball Tarsus Tail
(from skull)
' 108-120 2227 35-36 120-145 mm
o0 110-118 23-24 34-35 128-136 mum
(HW, SA)

Weight 27 47 9 63-92 (av. 75:7) g — 5A.
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COLOURS OF BARE PArTS. [Iris bright lemon-yellow, Bill horny brown, darker
at gape and paler at base of lower mandible; mouth blackish brown (bright lemon-
yellow in juvenile). Legs and (eet brownish grey; claws dusky.

Turpoines susrurus (Jerdon)

Key to the Subspecies
More richly coloured. ......ccvaenererncses T 5. hyperythrus
Toess vichly coloured. .. ovvaesscnnnonmsnsrnsss s T. 5. subrufus

1259, Rufous Babbler. Turdoides subrufus subrufus { Jerdon)

Timalia subrufa Jerdon, 1839, Madras Jour. Lit. Sci. 10: 259 (Manantoddy, Wynaad)
Timalia poecilorhyncha Lafresnaye, 1840, Rev. Zool.: 65 (Nilgiris, restricted 1o the
northern slopes by Ripley, 19533, Postilla Mo, 17: 4)

Baker, FBI No. 196 (part), Vol. 1: 201
Vaol. 7, plate 74

LoCGAL NAME. Funpeli-bhyr (Hinei).

size. Myna —; length £ 25 em (10 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. Asin 1260.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HaBiTAT. Resident, rare in the northern paris,
commoner in the southern. Maharashira in the Western Ghats from
Mahableshwar south through Mysore to the northern slopes of the Nilgin
Hills and east in northern Tamil Nadu to the Shevaroy Hills. From the

Turdoides subrufus and T. rufescens
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plamns and foothills to ¢. 1000 m. Affects dense serub undergrowth, parti-
cularly where intermixed with tall coarse grass and bamboo brakes, cdges
ol forest and abandoned coffee clearings.

CENERAL HABITS, FoOoD and voice. Asin 1260, q.v.

BREEDING, As in 1260,

Museus Diaanosis,  Like fpperythrus, but less richly coloured.

MEASUREMENTS and coLours oF pank ramrts. Asin 1260,

1260. Kerala Rufous Babbler. Turdoider subrufus fvperyliinus
{Hh.‘trp-.':-
Argypa lyperythra Sharpe, 1883, Cat. Bds, Brit. Mus. 7: 390 (Madras, restricted to
Palghat by Ripley, 1953, Pastilla No. 17 4)
Baker, FBI No. 196 (part), Vol. 1: 201
Val. 7, plate 74

LOCAL Mame, e

Happen { Malayvalam).
sizE. Myna * length ¢. 25 em (10 in).
FIELD CHARACTERS, AAbove, forchead deep grev: rest of upperparis olive-
brown tinged with rufous. Tail slightly cross-barred. Below, bright ferruginous.
Sexes alike

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HAamraT., Resident; fairly common. Kerala
and western Tamil Nadu; plains and foothills to c. 1000 m. Affects secondary
jungle and dense scrub undergrowth in evergreen or moist-deciduous
biotope — especially where intermixed with tall coarse grass and bamboo
brakes as on the edge of forest clearings for cultivation and plantations.
Though habitat sometimes overlaps that of the Jungle Babbler locally, the
two species do not intermingle.

GENERAL HaBITS, Usually keeps in parties of six to eight individuals
rummaging among fallen leaves, flicking them aside or turning them
over in scarch of insects. A great skulker, more often heard than scen,
creeping in and out of bamboo stems with the agility of a rat. Especially
wary when venturing up into the branches of trees for Hower-neciar, and
will dive headlong into the undergrowth on the slightest suspicion.

roop. Mainly insects, but also berries, particularly of Lantana, and
nectar of Erythring, Salmalia and other lowers.

voick and carrs, A continual shrill but not unpleasant whistling tree-
tree-tree, rather of the quality of the chirping ol a large ericket, sometimes
without a break for ten seconds or more, preceded and punctuated now
and then by one or two typical harsh babbler squeaks (SA). Same squeaks
on alarm.

BREEDING. Season, not well-defined: overnll February to November,
mostly February to May. Nest, a deep, massive cup of leaves, grass blades,
and creeper stems carelessly and roughly wound about the exterior, lined
MOre IlL.'E!.[]'fu.’ with fine rootlets. Placed in a fork in bushes or small trees.
Eggs, normally 4, dark blue. Average size of 17 eggs 25 < 18- 1 mm (Baker).

Musetst Dracxosis, More richly coloured than subrfus.

Young. Like adult but upperparts deeper, richer brown. Postjuvenal moult
complete.
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MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
{(Tromm skull
aa 89-94 21-35 ¢. 33 115=118 mm
Q9 BB-92 21-22 ¢ 33 105=105 mum

(HW, 5A, Koelz)
Weight # @ 2-2-7 oz (r. 57-78 g} — Davison.
coLouns ofF BARE pawrs. Adult. Ivis creamy white. Bill: upper mandible
dark horny brown cxcept at gape; lower mandible, gape and mouth bright yellow.
Legs and feet dusky yellow; claws dusky. Young. Iris dark grey. Legs patchy
brown and yellow in front, yellow behind. Rest as in adult

Turpoipes sTRIATUS (Dumont)

CF. Ripley, 5. D., 1958, Postilla, Yala Peabody Mus., No. 35: 5-10
Naik, R. M. & Andrews, M. 1., 1966, Pare 4: 22-47
Andrews, M. I. & Naik, R. M., 1966, Pape 4: 48-57
Key to the Subspecies
A Tail ashy at base, general colour ashy Page
| General colour paler, belly cream-buff. . .. R T. 5. sindiammus 224
2  General colour darker, belly more fulvous buff
a Greyer; throat and breast less heavily motiled. ..., . T. 5. striatus 230
b Browner; breast heavily streaked. . ... one . T 5, orienlalis 226
B ‘Tail rufous- or warm brown, general colour browner
3 Rump buff, paler than back.................. 7. 5 someroillei 228
4 Rump concolorous with back
¢ Breast and upper belly heavily streaked . ... ... T. 5. malabaricus 228
d Breast and upper belly fulvous, hardly streaked............
............................................ T. 5. erissae 225

126]1. Sind Jungle Babbler. Turdoides siriafus sindianus [ Ticehurst)

Crateropius lerricolor sindianus Ticchurst, 1920, Bull, Brat. Orn. Cl. 40: 156
(Karachi, Sind)
Baker, FBI Mo, 185, Vol. 1: 193
LocaL xames.  SabAdi (Hindi) ; Vind laléde (Gujarati); Nels, Kaugs (Bhil).
sizg. Myna; length e, 25 em (10 in.).
FIELD CHARACTERS. Asin 1262, but tail grey-brown, visibly barred.
sTATUS, piIsTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident; common but unevenly
distributed. West Pakistan, Punjab, Rajasthan and Kutch, from the Hima-
layan foothills (Kohat to Simla) south along the Indus valley to Karachi

| Parus major (ambiguus), Grey Tit (1796 RE). 2 Sitta f. frontalis, Velvetronted
Nuthatch (1838), Q. 3 Sitta castanea (neglecta), Chestnutbellied Nutha'ch (1830
RE), . 4 Melanochlora 5. sultanea, Sultan Tit (1789), . 5 Garrulax chinensis
propinguus, Blackthroated Laughing Thrush (SE). 6 Garrulax sannio (sannio), White-
browed Laughing Thrush (1306 RE). 7 Garrulax leucolophus (belangeri), White-
crested Laughing Thrush (1283 RE). 8 Garrulax pectoralis (meridionalis), Black-

ﬁwﬂ Laughing ‘Thrush (1277 RE). 9 Turdoides ¢ earlei, Striated Babbler
?lo ). 10 Turdoides gularis, Whitethroated Babbler (SE).
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and east from the Gulf of Kutch to the Yamuna and Chambal rivers,
including the Aravalli Range but excluding the Thar Desert. Intergrades
with other subspecies along its eastern limits. In the plains and foothills

Turdoides striatus

Iﬁn l‘.'u B DD gu! i mul

Distributional ranges

|]I|I|I[] sindianus [1261). E= striatus (1265). grienfalis [12b2).
E==3 somervillei (1263). I alabaricus (1264). erizsae (1264a).

up to 1200 m, locally up to 1800 m. Affects cultivation, gardens, mango
groves, sheesham plantations with tall coarse grass (where it is found side
by side with T. earlei), tamarisk jungle, and scrubby hillsides.

GENERAL HABITS, FoOD and voice. Asin 1262, q.v.

BREEDING. Season, ill-defined, mostly March to September. Nest and
epes, as in 1262, Average size of 21 eggs 24-1 X 179 mm (Osmaston);
of 30 eggs 25 x 194 mm (Baker).

Muzseum Diacrosis. Differs from nominate strigfus (1265) in being more ashy
above; belly paler, cream-buff. Differs from erientalis in having the breast mottled
as the throat, not heavily streaked ; somerpilled is much browner, has a rufous-brown
tail, blacker wing-quills, darker throat and ochraceous-bufl belly.

Young, like adult but paler. Primary and tail characters present; postjuvenal
moult complete.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Taal
(from skull)
atdt 104-111 21-25 35-37 100=114 mm
=Rls] 99-110 23-25 35 104=110 mm

{HW)
Weight 2 a3 66, 77: 3 9 @ 68-7T7; 1 o? 59 g (BB, Paynter).
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COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris white to pale straw. Bill yellow (breeding), homm-
brown (winter). Legs and feet dull yellow.

1262. Peninsular Jungle Babbler. Turdoides striatus orientalis {Jerdon)

Maulacocireus orientalis Jerdon, 1847, 1L Tnd. Orn. text to pl. 19 (* jungles of the
Carnatic, and . . . Eastern Ghauts,' restricted to Horslevkonda, west of Mellore,
by Ripley, 1958, Postilla No., 35: 9)

Baker, FBI No. 183 (part), Vol. 1: 191

LOCAL NAMES. Vami laldde (Gujarati) ; Satbhiai, Pengya myna, Fdngli-kyr, Ghauphit,
Gayanga (Hindi) ; Pedda-sida, Adavi-sida (Telugu).

size, Myna; length ¢. 25 ¢m (10 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. A familiar carthy brown bird of tousy untidy ap-
pearance with creamy white eyes, yvellowish bill and legs, and longish tail
which appears to be loosely stuck into the body. Above, drab grey-brown,
a little grever on head and nape. Rump and tail-coverts buff; tail rufous-
brown. Below, throat drab-grey; breast streaked with pale brown; bellv
creamy bufl. Sexes alike.

ETATUS, DIETRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident. One of the commonest
birds of the Peninsula. Gujarat and the western hall of Madhya Pradesh
south through the Peninsula to the Nilgiris and Palnis (except for the
ranges of somervillei, malabaricus and orissae qg.v.). Intergrades with sindianus
in the Little Rann of Kuich, and with striaits in southwestern Uttar Pradesh
along the Yamuna river. In the plains and hills up to 1500 m. Affects de-
ciduous forest, bamboo and cultivation.

GENERAL HABITS. VYery pregarious; seen the year round in parties of
six to twelve, well deserving its Hindi name of §atbAdi ( = ® seven brothers ’,
or ‘ Seven Sisters * as transmuted into English!). Large flocks break up into
smaller groups during the breeding season. Jungle Babblers ofien form
the nucleus of the mixed itinerant hunting parties. They spend much of
their time hopping about on the ground, vigorously turning over or flicking
aside dead leaves in search of food, taking to trees and bushes at the slightest
disturbance. Each flock keeps to a more or less restricted territory. All the
members of a *sisterhood ' roost together sitting side by side with their
bodies touching each other. Individuals may frequently be seen shuffling
themselves among the dripping foliape of a bushy tree after a shower.
When curious or agitated, has a habit of fluffling out its plumage, especially
that of the back which assumes an arched appearance, drooping the wings,
spreading and depressing the 1ail, and pivoting uneasily from side to side,
peering at and chivvying the intruder all the while. Very plucky in united
defence of individuals from attacks by predators, and a flock may success-
fully rescue a * sister * from the talons of a hawk simply by blustering noisy
demonstrations against the aggressor.

roop. Mainly insects: grasshoppers, ants, beetles, cockroaches, cater-
pillars, etc., and spiders. For insects (mostly injurious) identified among
stomach contents in an intensively cultivated area in Bihar, see Mason
& Lefroy, 1912: 51-4. Four out of the 36 birds examined had taken frogs!
Also eats grains, seeds, banyan figs, Lantana, Jizyphus and other berries.
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Very fond of nectar of Salmalia, Butea, Erythrina and other blossoms which
it doubtless helps to cross-pollinate.

volck and cavrrs. A harsh conversational ké-ké-kf uttered as the birds
move about which ﬂ'l;{]ucul_]}r breaks out into a lﬂLI(L discordant chorus
of squeaking and chattering under any sort of excitement.

BREEDING. Season, ill defined; mainly March to October with a peak
period from June to August, alter the onset of the rains; nests may be
found every month. For details of gonadal cycles, weights and sexual maturity
sce M. L. Andrews & R. M. MNaik, 1966, Pavo 4: 48-57. Nest, a loosely put
together cup of twigs, roots, grass and various other material, scantily lined
with rootlets and fine grass. Placed in bushes and trees from one to nine
metres above the ground, usually between two and four metres, often in
gardens, orchards, hedees or |'||J:11r11'|:J'L:1 thickets. .n"f;:_{:, i:.l:.:l.‘:l:l:'.l”}’ i+, rl.'cqlli.‘llii}'
5 or G, once 7; the larger clutches may be the product of more than one
hen. Colour, deep turquoise blue. Average size of 100 eggs (including those
of nominate striafus) 25-2 % 196 mm (Baker). Both sexes share in building,
incubation and tending the young. Breeding not synchronized or * colonial ',
More than one concurrent nest per sisterhood unrecorded. Apparently
pairs breed consecutively rather than concurrently, Breeding birds continue
to remain with the Aock during this period, only detaching themselves
from time to time to attend to their domestic chores. More than two birds
have been frequently observed building a single nest and feeding nestlings
communally. Commonly brood-parasitized by Clamalor jacobinus and Cuculus
varius, The impostor hawk-cuckoo continues to be tended by its foster-
parents and is accepted -by the unsuspecting sisterhood even when it has
grown considerably larger than themselves. However, the moment the
youngster moves from one tree to another in order to keep up with the
flock, its hawk-like flight and appearance immediately arouse their
suspicion. The members give the * Ware-hawk * alarm-call and make as
if to scatter with every sign ol nervousness, notwithstanding that as soon as
it has settled some of them (even besides the foster parents?) will resume
feeding the importunate fledgling as before!

Musgusm Diacxoss,  Differs from siedianns and siriatus by the darker throat
and more heavily streaked breast. Differs from somervifles in having the base of the
tail ashy brown, not rufous- or warm brown. Very sinular to malabarrens but greyer,
less brown, especially on tail. T, 5 orifsae 15 more rufescent brown on back, has a
more rufous-brown tail and the breast and belly fulvous without the heavy streaking.

Young, a pale edition of the adult. Primary and tail characters present, and
postjuvenal moult complete.

For details of moulls, age determination and pterylosis, sce R. M., Naik & M. 1.
Andrews, 1966, Pave 4: 22-47.

MEASURIMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)
Fa 94-109 21-25 33-36 100-117 mm
(mostly ¢. 100)
o9 94-111 - 21-25 34-36 93-112 mm

(HW, Roomwal)

Weight 10 @ § 60-80 (av. 66) g — SA.
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coLouRs OF BARE ParTs. Adult. Iris creamy white. Bill pale yellow, pale
horny at tip; mouth and commissure near gape bright yellow. Legs, feet and soles
pale yellow; claws fleshy horny. Fledgling. Iris greyish brown. Bill: upper
mandible brownish flesh, lower yellow; gape ercamy yellow. Legs, feet and claws
pale flesh-colour,

1263. Bombay Jungle Babbler. Turdoides sirtaius somervillei (Sykes)

Timalia Somerveller Sykes, 1832, Proc. £ool. 5oc. London: 88
(* Ghauts " = Bombay Ghats)
Baker, FBI No. 188, Vol. 1: 194

LOGAL NaMES, Satbhdi {I‘ﬁndi}; Khékna (Marathi).

size. Mpyna; length ¢. 25 cm (10 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1262, but with blacker wing-quills and markedly
red tail-coverts and tail. Breast more heavily streaked.

sTATUS, DISTRIBUTION and Hasitar. Common resident. Southeastern
Gujarat and coastal Maharashtra, from the Tapti river south along the
western flank of the Ghats 1o Goa (where it integrades with malabaricus) ;
from the coast to the tops of the hills. Intergrades in the north and east
with erientalis. Affects gardens, scrub and patches of moist-deciduous forest.

GENERAL HADITS, Foop and voice. Asin 1262, q.v.

BREEDING. As in 1262,

Museum Diacnosis. Differs from orentalis (1262) and strigtus (1265) in having
the upperparts more rusty brown; striations on mantle less marked ; rump and upper
tail-coverts rufous or ferruginous; flight-feathers blacker. Breast with pale centres
to feathers more pronounced; under tail-coverts and tail ferruginous, the last ob-
soletely cross-rayed or not at all.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
{from skull)
ag 98-109 22-26 35-37 98-111 mm

{av.of 11, 102-3)
(SA, HW)
Weight 8 o# @ 59-72 {av. 60-5) g — 5A.
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Asin 1264

1264. Malabar Jungle Babbler. Turdoides siriatus malabaricus (Jerdon)

Malacocirens malabaricus Jerdon, 1847, 111, Ind. Orn. text to plate 19 (* forests of Malabar
and on the side of the Neilgherries ' = Travancore [Kerala]), vide Whistler, 1935,
JBNHS 38: 72
Baker, FBI No. 184, Val. 1: 192

Locarl maMe. Naripilakkili (Malayalam).

sizé,. Myna; length ¢. 25 em (10 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1262; see Museum Diagnosis.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident; common but somewhat
unevenly distributed: Kerala and coastal Mysore. Intergrades with somer-
villet about Goa and with orienfalis in the hills of eastern central Kerala.
Chiefly low country, but also in the hills up to 1200 m. Aflects mixed
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deciduous bamboo forest and scrub jungle with Lanfana. Avoids evergreen
but occasionally present in secondary growth on its outskirts. Partial to
cashew and jack-fruit gardens surrounding homesteads,

OENERAL HABITS, FooD and woice. Asin 1262, q.v.

BREEDING. Season, the entire year, but chiefly January to March, Nesting,
as in 1262, Epgs, 3 or 4, turquoise blue, Average size of 30 eggs 25:4 % 19:7
mm (Baker),

Museum Dracwosis.  For distinetion from adjacent subspecics see 1262 and
1263; also 1264a

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull}
g 101-107 24-25 . 36 105 mm
Q9 101-109 22-24 33-35 99-102 mm

(54, Koelz)
COLOURS OF HARE PARTS Irs ereamy or yellowish white, Bill and orbital skin

pale yvellow; mouth and gape bright deep yellow. Legs and fect yellowish fesh,

1264a. Orissa Jungle Babbler. Turdoides siriatus orissae Jerdon

Turdoides striatus orisiae Jerdon, See Ripley, 1969, Jour. Bombay nat. Hist.
=Soc. 6G: 168
(Barkot, alt. 120 m, Bamra, Sambalpur dist., Orissa)®

Baker, FBL No. 183 (part}, Vol. 1: 191

LocaL MaMES. None recorded,

stzE. Myna; length ¢. 25 cm (10 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1262, but more rufescent brown; underparts
uniformly lulvous; breast unstreaked.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HariTAT, Commeon resident. Orissa east of the
Ghats and perhaps northeastern Andhra Pradesh south to (and including ?)
the Godavari river delta, Biotope as in 1262,

GENERAL HABITS, FooD and voice. Asin 1262, q.v.

BREEDING. As in 1262,

Museusm Diaawosts.  Differs from striagfus in being more rufescent brown above
and more fulvous, less grey below. Differs from ortenfalis by the same characters
and by lacking the heavy streaking on the breast. Malaboriens (which it most re-
sembles) is darker but less rufescent above, more heavily streaked on back: its
underparts, especially throat, are much darker; breast, upper belly and Aanks
heavily streaked (v, unstreaked in orissae).

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)
2 8 103, 104 25 a5 102, 107 mm
299 04, 99 25,23 35 96, 102 mm
{ Desfaves)

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Asin 1265,

1 The description of this form (1969, JBNHS 66 @ 168) calls properly for the designation
of a Neatype rather than Holotype. Thus the specimen in the collection of the Bombay Natural
History Sociely {No. 15956) should be so described (SDRY.
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1265. Bengal Jungle Babbler. Turdoides siriaius siriatus (Dumont)

Cossyphus striatus Dumont, 1823, Dict. sci. nat. (ed. Levrault) 29: 268 (Bengale)
Maina Terricolor Hodgson, 1836, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 5: 711 (Nipal). Nom. mud.
M. (alacocercus) fervicolor * Hodgson *= Blyth, 1844, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 13 :
367 (Bengal, Nepal and Assam = Nepal)
Baker, FBI No. 183 {part), Vol. 1: 191

LOCAL NAMES. Sdtbhdi, Pengya myna (Hindi); Kiitch-bitchia (Bihar); Chatarhia
(Bengali).

size. Myna; length ¢. 25 cm (10 in.).

FIELD GHARAGTERs. As in 1262, but tail dark grey-brown, noticeably
barred.

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HARTAT. Resident; locally common. Northern
India east of the Yamuna river in the
Gangetic plain north to Dehra Dun,
Nepal terai and duns, Sikkim and
Bhutan foothills, West Bengal, Assam
Valley as far as Dibrugarh, and East
Pakistan east to Comilla; plains and
foothills, locally up toe. 1600 m. Affects
gardens, orchards, hedges in culuivation,

s bushes on waste ground, and secondary
g ’
scrub forest.

GENERAL HABITS, FooD and voice. Asin 1262, q.v.

BREEDING. Asin 1262.

Museum Diagrosis. Description: Adboze, pale brown including coverts, and
tertials; greyish on head and rump, slightly fulvous on upper tail-coverts, the back
with dark brown streaks and whitish shaft-stripes. Tail brown, paler at base, darker
at tip and cross-rayed. Wings dark brown, ashy on outer edges. Lores whitish with
a narrow dark line above. Below, chin and throat grey with faint darker bars; breast
fulvous ashy with paler cenires and shafis to the feathers. Belly, vent, and under
tail-coverts fulvous, tinged brown at sides and with faint white shafts.

Differs from sindianus in being browner, less ashy; underparts more fulvous buff;
grey of throat not extending so far down on breast; orienfalis has a more heavily
streaked breast; orissae is more rufescent brown above, has a fulvous belly, unstreaked
breast and rufous-brown tail.

Young, a pale edition of the adult. Upperparts and head pale brown, not grey.
Underparts rufescent, brownish on breast. Edges of primaries ochraceous,

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)
g 103-111 e 24 32-34 95-111 mm
Qo O6-107 23-24 ¢. 33 102-104 mm

(BB, Rand & Fleming)
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris vellowish white or creamy white; orbital skin pale
yellow. Bill yellow, yellowish white, dirty whitish or, rarely, pale horny vellow.
Legs, fect and claws yellow, fleshy yellow or yellowish white.

i
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1266. Ceylon Rufous Babbler. Turdotdes rufescens (Blyth)?
M. (alacocercus) rufescens Blyth, 1847, Jour. Asiat. Soc, Bengal 16: 453 (Ceylon)
iaker, FBI No. 189, Vol. 1: 195

LOCAL NAMES, Ralu-demalichchd (Sinhala): Velaikkdra-Liriei l;'l'.l.[[ﬁ!:'l_

sizé. Myna; length ¢. 25 em (10 in.).

FIELD cHARACTERS. Superficially like Jungle Babbler but entirely rulous-
brown with cinnamon throat and breast and somewhat greyer head and
darker ecar-coverts. Bill and legs bright yellow. Sexes alike.

sTATUS, bDisTRIBUTION and mamrar, Resident; moderately plentiful,
Endemic to Ceylon in the Wet zone and neighbouring hills to over 2100 m,
Affects deep primeval forest, thickets and bamboo scrub in well-wooded
areas. (Sep map, p 290 %

cENERAL 1anrrs. Unlike the Jungle Babbler, it is a [orest-loving species
found only in the dampest [orest tracts and seldom away from deep jungle.
Very sociable and noisy; keeps in parties of six to twelve or more, actively
working about the lower limbs ol trees, and threading its way through
the branches of low jungle, thus resembling more a laughing thrush than
a babbler. It has the quick movements of the former, jerking up its wings
and tail, restlessly jumping to and fro on its perch. Its flight is weak and
consists of little more than fluttering [rom tree to tree, with an occasional glide
across a ravine. Appears not to mix with other species but has, in common
with T. affinis and Garrulax cinereifrons, a curious association with small squirrels
ol the Funambulus group. ' Whenever a flock of these birds is on the feed, a
squirrel is almost sure to be found in their near neighbourhood® (Henry).

roon, Chiefly insects.

voice and carrs. A continual chattering, squeaking and chirping
(Henry). According to Legge, its notes resemble those of Garrulax more

van Turdoides, and it seems not to indulge in long periods of silence as does
the |;1an'|‘, but a continual low |,|.Lh||§x' from the flock II.H.I.][}' l:ld.‘[l'il'}'ﬁ its
whereabouts in the jungle.

BREEDING. Season, March to May. Unlike affinis and siriatus, this species 15
such an adept at concealing its nest that little is known of its nesting habits.
Nest, said to be similar to that of affinis, a cup of grass and small twigs, placed
among creepers surrounding the trunk of a tree or in a low fork of a tree.
Egps, 2 or 3, very similar to those of affimis according to Legge. Measurements
of 4 eogs: length 23-3 to 24-2 mm; width 17:8 to 18:1 mum (Baker).

Museum Diacwosis. Rectrices, secondaries and outer web ol secondaries very
faintly cross-barred.

Wing formula:
Primarics (as.)

i r:._'ll':'_wrr.':: T. striatus S510,
Ist ¢. 24 mm > pnmary-coverts ¢. 36 mm > primary-coverls
2od ¢, 1B mm > Ist ¢. 23 mm > lIst
Ard e. 17 mm ™ 2nd ¢. 10 mm > 2nd
4th ¢. 6 mm>> 3rd g, ‘dtmm™ 3rd
5th ¢. 3 mm > 4th
5th longest { = Gth) 4th longest { = Oth)

b In view of the differences in ecological choice, wing formula, possibily also in voice
and behaviour, as well as the lack of any intergradation, T, rufescens i3 better retained as
a full species, not a subspecies of T, sfrimtir,
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MEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from skull)
ad 104-113 22-24 43-34 112-119 wum
Qe a7-106 22-24 32-35 107-121 mm

(HW, SDR)
COLOURS OF BARE ParTs. [Lris white or vellowish white; orbital skin pale greenish
vellow. Bill orange-yellow, deepest on basal half. Legs and feet chrome-yellow.

Turpomnes AFrFiNG (Jerdon)

Key to the Subspecies
Crown cream-coloured contrasting with back........ T. a. affous
Crown greyish, concolorous with back. ......... T. a. taprobanus

1267. Whiteheaded Babbler. Turdoides affinis affinis (Jerdon)

Malacocirens affinis Jerdon, 1847, TIL, Ind. Orn,, text to pl. 19
{Travancore, [Kerala])

Turdoides polioplocamus Oberholser, 1920, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington 33 : B4, new name
for Turdus grisens Gmelin (Coromandel Coast, India), nee Turdus griseus (Boddaert)
Baker, FBI No. 186, Vol. 1: 193
Vol. 7, plate 75

rocal wames., Karivifakkali L;\.I;l]a.yn]mh‘,-; Chinda sida (Telugu); Thavittu-kirivi,
Pandri-kiravi {Tamil).

size. Bulbul +; length ¢. 23 cm (9 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. Above, crown cream colour; ear-coverts greyish
brown. Upper back and rump drab brown; dorsal feathers dark brown
fringed with grey, giving the middle back a somewhat scaly appearance.
Wings dark brown, drab brown when folded. Tail cross-barred in the
middle, basal half grey-brown, distal half dark brown. Below, throat and
breast dark brown, each feather edged with grey. Belly and under tail-
coverts ochraceous buff, Aanks grevish. Bill and feet pale yellow. Sexes alike.

The dingy cream-coloured crown contrasting with the dark ear-coverts,
as well as its sharper, more musical call-notes distinguish this species.

staTus, pistriBuTioN and masitat, Resident; locally common. Andhra
Pradesh from the Godavari and Penganga rivers, and western Mysore from
the Belgaum area, south through Tamil Nadu and Kerala to Kanyakumari
{Cape Comorin) and Rameswaram Island. Birds from the latter place are
intermediate between peninsular and Ceylon races. Absent or scarce in
Mysore east of the Western Ghats. In the low country and foothills up to ¢.
300 m, exceptionally 1000 m. Affects dense secondary jungle, dry scrub,
particularly Lantana, often in the vicinity of cultivation, precincts of villages
and homesteads; also orchards and urban gardens and compounds; the
common babbler of Hyderabad City and Madras., Prefers drier and more
open low scrub country than the Jungle Babbler, but both are frequently
found side by side and somectimes in association where their respective
preferences overlap. (See map, p. 217.)

GENERAL HABITs. Similar to those of the Jungle Babbler with which it
often associates. Most of its [ood is taken on the ground. Has a habit of
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holding down underfoot morsels too large to swallow, while it tears off
preces. Flight weak; if any distance is to be covered, prefers to hop to the
top of a tree and take ofl from there, proceeding in a series of rapid flutter-
ings alternating with sailings, the birds usually following each other one
at a time,

Foon, [nsects and vegelable matter — wild figs, berries of Lantana and
Jizyphus, paddy grains, nectar of Erpthirina, Butea and other large flowers,
kitchen scraps around human habitations etc. Also recorded are whip-
scorpions and (onee) a lizard (Calotes versicolor),

voice and caris. Sharper and more musical than those of the Jungle
Babbler, very distinct. A musical trill trr-ri-ri-ri uttered by one or more
members of a flock from the ground or some low perch while the rest hop
about for food, The tail of the calling bird is spread out and hangs loose
while it nervously twitches or flicks its wings and pivots [vom side to side
(SA). Also some noisy conversational squeaks.

BREEDING. Season, ill-defined. Owerall January to November, mainly
March to June with a second peak period in October-November. Nest,
much as that of the Jungle Babbler, an open bowl of 1_1.\.'i!:-_5 and rootlets,
coarse grass, some green weeds and leaves or other material (old newspaper
recorded), lined with fern stems or rootlets. Diameter about 8 cm at the
rim, depth of cup about 5 em. Built in similar sites bhut rather lower down,
usually between one and two metres from the ground, less often up to six
metres or higher. Bushy mango graflts are much favoured. Egegs, 3 or 4,
turquoise blue. Average size of 60 eggs 24 x 18:8 mm (Baker). Frequently
brood-parasitized by Clamator jacebinus, Incubation period, 14 to 17 days.
Both sexes build the nest and feed the young. When the young leave the
nest, they accompany their parents and join the sisterhoods; they are
then fed by the other members of the party, as well as by their own parents.
Communal or cooperative nest-building and feeding of young as deseribed
in JBNHS 61: 181-3 (P. J. Sanjeeva Raj) is probably normal in the Turdoides
group of babblers.

Museusm Diacwnosis,  Differs from tafrabanus in 1:1:'|r1g browner and less washed
with grey and having the crown and nape creamy, contrasting with dark ear-
coverts. Differs from the Jungle Babbler, among other characters, by the colouring
and squamation of throat and breast.

Young, resembles adult but steeaking on mantle, and squamation on throat and
breast very indistinct, pale and almost unicolorous. Primary and tail characters
present. Postjuvenal moult complete.

Complete postnuptial moult takes place from June to November, but odd body-
feathers arc being moulted practically throughout the year.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Ball Tarsus Tail
(from skull)
ad 94-109 20-22 32-35 95-107 mm
QQ 9o-110 19-23 31-35 95-109 mm

(HW, SA)
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Adult, Iris from creamy or grevish white to pale
blue. Bill, legs, feet and claws pale yellow. Mouth pale pinkish yellow. Young,
Iris greenish grey. Bill pale fAesh; mouth bright orange-vellow.
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1268. Ceylon Whiteheaded Babbler. Turdoides affinis taprobanus Fapley

Malacocircus sirialus Swainson, 1833, Fool. I1L., ser. 2, 3, pl. 127 and text (Ceylon),

nee Cossyphus strintes Dumont, 1823 = Turdofdes striatns (Duniont)

Turdoides affinis taprobanus Ripley, 1958, Postilla, Yale Peabody Mus., No. 33: 10

{Alawna, Ceylon)
Baker, FBI No. 187, Vol. 1: 194

LOCAL NAMES, Demalichehd (Sinhala); Vélwikkdra-fiirdoi, Ralaui-kitdvi, Puling-
karaei (Tamil).

size, Bulbul -}; length ¢. 23 em (9 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS, Asin 1267, but crown concolorous with back. * Its pale
orbital region and bluish white eye give it a curiously anaemic look’ (Henry).

sTATUS, DIsTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common resident, Ceylon, all zones,
in the lowlands and lower hills to e. 1500 m. Affects semi-open country,
scrub jungle and gardens. Avoids heavy forest.

GENERAL HABITS, FooD and voice. As in 1267, q.v.

BREEDING. Season, throughout the year but chiefly March to May and
again September to October in the hills and in the Wet zone, and mainly
November to March in the low-country Dry zone. Nesting, as in 1267,
Eggs, in the hills 3 to 5, generally 4; in the lowlands usually 3, rarely 4,
similar to those of affinis. Average size of 50 eggs 23+8 »x 18-4 mm (Baker).
Frequently brood-parasitized by Clamalor jacobinus.

Museunm Dracwosis. Differs from affinis (1267) in having a much greyer wash
on head and body, with reduced or absent subterminal blackish spots, and lacks
the cream-coloured crown,

HMEASUREMENTS
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
{{rom skull}
aa 102-110 21-22 31-32 101-102 mm
QQ 101-107 21-22 31-34 92-103 mm

(HW, SDR)
COLOURS OF DARE PARTS. Iris creamy white. Bill, legs, feet and claws pale
lemon. Mouth pale vellow.

1269. Spiny Babbler. Turdoides nipalensis (Hodgson)
Timalia mipalensis Hodgson, 1836, Asiat. Res. 19: 182 (Nepal)
Baker, FBI No. 198, Vol, 1: 204
Plate 71, fig. 10, facing p. 192
LOCAL NAMES. None recorded.
sizé. Bulbul +; length ¢. 25 em (10 in.).
FIELD CHARAGTERS. Above, dark olive-brown with whitish ear-coverts,
eye-ring and short supercilium. Eye
white. Tail faintly cross-barred. Below,
breast creamy buff finely streaked
with black, Throat white or streaked
like breast. Belly whitish. Flanks and
under tail-coverts tawny olive. Tail
strongly graduated. Sexes alike.
The streaked breast and usually
whitish ear-coverts distinguish this
babbler.
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STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT, Resident, very loecal but not un-
common ; some downward movement in winter. Not recorded in more than
a hundred years since Hodgson’s days, it was believed to be extinct until
its rediscovery in 1948 (Proud, JBNHS 48: 699, Ripley, JBNHS 49: 393).
[t has since proved to be fairly common in some areas, even within casy
reach from Kathmandu (Fleming, JBNHS 51: 941; Proud, JBNHS 56:
330; Rand & Fleming, Fieldiana 4: 126; Fleming & Traylor, Fieldiana
10: 477 and 35: 532). From the MNepal-Kumaon border east to central
Nepal (Kathmandu Valley); from 1500 to 2000 -m in summer (Proud, loc.
cit.); recorded in winter from 900 to 1600 m. Affects dense secondary
scrub on hillsides.

GENERAL Haprrs., In pairs during the breeding secason, in small groups
of three to ten birds during the winter. Feeds almost entirely on the ground,
scarching for food among low bushes, turning over dead leaves, occasionally
venturing into the open, i}ix:l]-]ml:.n.- at the slightest disturbance, only to
come creeping out a minute or two later, Pairs form in March.

Pre-breeding activities, The male sits on some prominent bush, usually in
full view but not quitc on top, whence it sings from morning till night.
Particularly noisy after rain and in the middle of the day. As soon as a bird
starts to call, it is answered by another and another, usually some 200
metres apart. During March and April the singing male is usually accom-
panied by a female, low in the scrub. She spends a good deal of time preening
herself, uttering low churring calls, The male may occasionally pick up
a leaf and offer it to the ferale. While moving through the bushes, she fre-
carries them [or a short
distance belore 4|I.'r'|[2||:lilljt [].Il:!IELI.: the male r:n(:{".!.!iil'!-]['.!l..l]‘:" does the SAIE,

quently picks up dead pine needles and leaves,
At times both birds fly, just skimming the bushes, sometimes for a con-
siderable distance, but in an awkward, top-hcavy manner. Pairs may
occasionally preen each other, uttering low churring notes and raising the
feathers of the head into a crest, The female may be seen begging food
like a YOurnge ||EI'{l, with I.'il":'lll'l-silirl'.f wings and tail (Proud).

FoOD. Chicfly insects.

voICE and cavis, Usual call, a clear el-el-el-el-ele uiiered as it hops about
on the ground. Alarm, a low churrrr, Female, in addition to churring notes,
has a loud wick-er-wick-er-wick-er. A pair will sometimes hurst out in a wild
crescendo of screaming calls, when they sound very like the Jungle Babbler.
Song: The male has a great variety of notes, but the tone, a peculiar harsh
yet ringing whistle, is always the same. It is unlike that of a typical Turdosdes,
nor does 1t have the beautiful pure whistle of 50 many Carrilax :‘ii'fl{"l:'fl-.l':i.
A phrase most oflien heard starts with a few fine whistles, then continues
up the scale: fer-ter-ter-lee-ter-ter. It has alsa, in the breeding season 1_‘}||,I'}‘.
d Very distinctive and [JL‘I’.‘II“ilt' FII"H.':LF»F. down the scale: lee-lee-ker-chee-ker-
chee-ker-chee, sometimes preceded by a running trill. There are many
other variations. The song can be heard most of the year but is more frequent
from March to September (Proud). Other renditions of song:

there, chir, clir, wee wee

right here, right here, reght here

fee=fer, tee-ler, tee-fer, lee-ler

proink, chip, chip




236 TIMALIINAE

pookil, pookil, peokil, chupu, chupu, eic. (Fleming).

Bursts of song often culminate in three or four clear and loud feer-teer-
teer-teer, n characteristic lfeature,

BREEDING. Season, April, May and June (?), between ¢. 1500 and
1800 m. Nest, a decp grass cup placed in a small bush or built into a sturdy
grass clump, not specially well concealed [* A very loose shallow grass cup
in the fork of a trec’ — Hodgson]. Eggs, 3 or 4, pale blue measuring
about 28 % 16-5 mm. Both parents feed the young. Share of the sexes in
incubation, and period, unknown (R. L. Fleming, Jr. in epist.).

Museum Diacnosis. The shiny black, rigid and pointed shafis of the feathers
on head, nape, sides of neck and breast are characteristic, Shaflis of chin and threat
feathers hawve the same character but may be white or, in part or all, black. In a
few specimens the throat is mostly brown with enly a little white motiling.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
{from skull)
5 @igh 79-86 21-25 30-32 104-117 mm
Teg 81-87 20-26 30-33 107-117 mm

(Rand & Fleming)
Weight 2 ;0 58, 64 g (Diesselhorst, Paynter).
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Ins white, Bill: upper mandible brownish black,
lower thl grev on the bazal half Legs and feet hight brownish grey.

Genus Bapax David

Babax David, 1875, Jour. troisitme Voy. Expl. Chine 1: 181, Type, by original
d::sign:.tiun, Plerorhinus lanceodatus Verreaux
Close to Turdoides. "u‘ﬁng short and rounded; tail long, much graduated. Bill
rather slender, slightly curved; rietal bristles long and strong ; nostrils oval, exposed,
everhung by numerous hairs.

Key to the Species
Wing under 115 mm ; upper plumage rich brown. . . . B, lanceolatus
Wing over 120 mm ; upper plumage grev.......... B. waddelli

1270. Chinese Babax. Babax lanceslaius woodi Finn

Babax woodi Finn, 1902, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 71: 125
(Kanpetlet, Mount Victoria, Chin Hills)
Babax victoriae Rippon, 1905, Bull. Brit. Orn. CL 15: 97
(Mount Victoria, Chin Hills)
Babax laneeolatus oribata Koelz, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional Exploration, No. 1:3
{Blue Mountain, Lushai Hills)
Baker, FBI No. 180, Vol. 1: 187

LOGAL NaMES. None recorded,

sizeé. Myna +; length ¢. 28 cm (11 in.).

FIELD CHARACTERS. An unmistakable babbler. Abowe, head and back
boldly striped chestnut-brown and grey; a black moustachial stripe. Rump
and tail dark brown. Below, cream colour, streaked with chestnut-brown,
more heavily so on belly and flanks. Sexes alike.
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STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and sasrtaT. Rare resident. The Mizo (Lushai)
Hills, from ¢. 1500 m up (found breeding at 1800 m in the Chin Hills,
but on Mount Victoria restricted to a higher zone, 2600-3000 m). Affects
thin, scattered forest and the more open hillsides covered with bracken,
brambles and reedy grass,

Extralimital. The Chin Hills of Burma, The species extends north to
Shensi and east to Fukicn.

GENERAL HANITS. A shy species found in pairs or small parties. Hops with
great agility through dense bushes as well as on the ground. In this respect
it behaves like a laughing thrush though it is less confined to the ground:
on the contrary, it freely ascends trees and may ofien be seen in the highest
crowns of deciduous trees, especially in the mornings and evenings (Heinrich),

roon. Unrecorded. Presumably insects.

voice and cavts. A full, far-sounding double whistle of wailing quality
ou-fihece ou-phece repeated six or eight times at short intervals; the second,
emphasized note lies about two tones higher than the first (Heinrich),
Also keeps up a continual flow of soft musical notes, varied occasionally
by a harsher outburst, rendered as awd qud gua guo, qui wa wa wa, and
zerr-zevr-zerr-zerr (Schiifer). * A harsh noise like a creaking gate-hinge '
(H. C. Smith).

BREEDING. Season, April to June. Nest, cup-shaped, made of dead leaves,
grass, bits of bracken, ete., lined with rootlets. -Placed in low bushes within a
metre from the ground. Eggs, 2 to 4, generally 3, spotless, deep blue approach-
ing those of Garrulax squamaius. Average size of 15 eggs 27+3 % 20-3 mm.

Museos Diacnomsis,  See Key to the Specics.

Young, like adult, but pale markings on upperparts and wing-coverts largely
absent, except on hindneck. Streaks on flanks much less defined, but lower throat
more streaked than in adult. Primary and tail characters present, i.e. first primary
rounder at fip; ouler recirices narrower and more pointed. Postjuvenal moult
complete.

MEASUREMENTS

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail
(from feathers)
a g ¢. 100 £ 25 . 1 . 140 mm
{Baker)

Wing 7 g'g? 98-103; 9 @ @ 98-102 mun (Heinrich).
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS, Iris white to bright orange. Bill horn or black, Legs
and feet horny grey.

1271, Giant Babax. Babax waddellt waddelli Dresser

Babax waddelli Dresser, 1905, Proc. Zool. Soc. London : 54
(Tsangpo Valley, Tibet = Chaksam)
Babax lanceolatus lumsdeni Kinnear, 1938, Bull. Brit. Orn. C1. 58: 76
(Le La, between Chayul Dzong and Charme, SE. Tibet)
Baker, FBI No. 182, Val. 1: 189
Plate 71, fig. 2, facing p. 192
LOCAL NAMES. Jomo, Seio, Teh-teh, Kyu-me (Tibetan).
size. Pigeon; slimmer. Length ¢, 31 em (12 in.).




- -
————_

238 TIMALIINAE

FIELD CHARACTERS, Very similar to B. lanceolatus (1270) but larger;
bill longer and more curved. Plumage greyer above; tail blackish instead
of brown. Abeve, ashy grey with broad stripes of blackish brown. Black
moustachial stripe less prominent than in lanceolatus. Belaw, ashy grey with
narrower streaks of chestnut. Belly and under tail-coverts ashy. Sexes alike.

sTATUS, pDISTRIBUTION and nasrrar, Common resident. Extreme north-

castern Sikkim (and possibly northern NEFA) in Tibetan facies, north of

the main range; from 2800 to 4500 m. Affects arid scrub, especially thickets
of Hippophae rhamnordes.

Extralimital. Southeast Tibet from Gyantse to the Tsangpo bend.

GENERAL HABITS, Keeps in parties of five or six in the non-breeding
season, mainly to the ground, hopping about and turning over dead leaves
and skulking in dense bushes. Very difficult to see even in leafless bushes
in winter,

Foop. Mostly insects; also berries (Hippophae).

voice and caris. ‘ Its spring call is a rapid series of quavering whistling
notes, whilst in early mornings it has a pleasant thrush-like song’ (Ludlow).
Also a harsh grating call.

BREEDING, Season, April to June. Nest, a large tagged structure of twigs,
fibres, dried grass and bits of wool, gencrally placed in a thorn bush about
two metres from the ground. Eggs, usually 3, deep turquoise blue. Average
size of 24 cggs 33-1 x 216 mm (Baker), m'u:] of 9 eggs 34 x 22-2 mm
(Ludlow). Both sexes incubate.

Museum Diacxnosis.  See Key to the Species.

MEASUREMENTS
Wing Eill Tail
([rom skull)
8 g9 130-138 3440 150-155 mm
(o 134) (av. 36)
(Vaurie)
g 136-142 34-35 — mm
=] 128-135 31-39 — mm

(Ludlow, Kinnear)
g @ Tarsus 40—43 mm (Baker).
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. [Iris grevish white. Bill, legs, and feet blackish horn

colour (Hartert).
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abilotti
127

abuensiz (Dumeua), 178

abuensis (Oiocompsa, Pyenonotos), 76

Acanthopiila, 213

Aemithina, 47

aemodium (Conostoma), 196

acmodius (Conostoma), 196

afer (Muolpastes), 90

afhinis ( Malacocircus, ‘T '-1[*:]"i']'!"\’. M

afhinis (Phaemcornis), 30

affinis ('l --|:|||,|{.|,'|,.-:.|:|:||-.|, 12

albilrons see erythropyiius { Pericrocotus)

albiventer (Pnocpyga, Tesia), 156

albiventre ( Pellormeum), 125

albiventris __:'\;l'lll nisl, 145

albopularis [Dumetia, M.(alacocercus)
(7)], 179

Alcurus, 67

altirostre (Chrysomma), 192

amalbilis (Malacocincla), 127

amadoni (Rimator), 151

amaurotis { Hypsipetes), 102

ambigua (Stachyridopsis, Stachyris), 169

andamana ( Coracinal, 17

andamanensis (Graucalus), 17

andamanensis (Pericrocotus), 27

andamanica (Irena), 63

andamanus {Graucalus), 17

arctus { Mvenonotus), S

Argya, 213

arquatellus (Xiphirhynchus), 151

arundicola ( Timalia), 187

assamensis  (Drymocataphus,
toma), 126

assamensis (Pomatorhanus), 131

assamicus (Macronus [sic]), 185

alt i[’l'i'l-". { |'::.|.-:']L:._|a||'| VX, !".|'.|||1:'-|'i.1 Ilal,
183

atriceps ( Pvenonotus, Turdus), GH

atrosuperciliaris (Chlenasicus, PMara-
doxornis), 206

aureolus (Criniger), 100

aurcus [ Pernicrocotus), 35

aurifrons (Chloropsis, Phyllornis), 55

austeni  see  stenorhynchus
hinus)

austeni (Paradoxormis), 212

austeni (Pomatorhinus), 148

{(Malacocincla, Trichastama),

Trichas-

(Pomator-

babaulti (Pellorneum, Scotocichla), 123
Babax, 236

badeigularis (Spelacornis), 161

bakeri (Paradoxorms, Scacorhynchus),

208

hakeri { Pericrocotus), 28

bakeri {Pomatorhinus), 140

barbatus (Crimger), 100

bengalensis | Pycnonotus), 90
bengalensizs (Timalia), 187

biarmicus (Parus), 195

binghami {Stachyris), 173

bourdilloni (Aleippe, Rhopocichla), 183
Brachypodius, 67

brevicaudata see striata (Napothera)
brevivostris [ Muscipeta, Pericrocotus), 30
burmamecus (Pyenonotus), 91

cacharensis
102

cafer (Pycnonotus, Turdus), 87

Campephagdae, 1

canifrons (Spizixos), 66

capensis (Turdus), 67

capitalis (Hemipus, Muscicapa 7, 1

caudata (Tesia), 160

caudatus (Cossyphus, Turdoides), 215

caudatus (Spelacorms), 160

ceylonensis (Pericrocotus), 42

chamelum (Pellorneum), 119

chavulensis ( Paradoxarnis, Suthara), 200

chloreus (Chloropsis), 62

chloris l:[i‘.u:l.l.':r 185

chlans ((Tumaha), 185

chlorocephalus (Phyllornis), 62

Chloropsis, 54

chocolatina (Pnoepyga), 163

chocolatinus (Spetacornis), 163

chrysaen (Stachyris);, 172

chrysceoma {Stachyris), 172

Chrysomma, 184

chrysorrhoides (Flaematorms), 67

cinereoventris 1 l‘-r,{:'l.q"'h'\_\"|11:||.|.i1_|i' 1. La

cinereus see divaricatus (Lanius, Peri-
Crocolus |

cinnamomea (Motaeilla), 42

cinnamomeus [ Pericrocotus), 42

cochinchinensis (Chloropsis, Turdus), 62

coci (Stachyris), 176

coltarti {Stachyris), 177

Conostoma, 196

Coracina, 13

Criniger, 100

crispifrons {Turdinus}, 154

crocina (Stachyris), 173

crocotiug ( Paradoxornis), 204

cryptanthus (Pomaterhinus), 133

(Hypsipetes, Microscelis),

daflaensis (Suthora), 203
davidiana (Suthora), 197
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davidsoni {Chloropsis), 57

davisoni (Coracina, Lalage), 23
deignani (Aegithina), 52
dharmakumari (Pericrocotus), 42
dispar (Turdus}, 67

divaricatus (Lanius, Pericrocotus), 39
dobsoni (Coracina, Graucalus), 18
Dumetia, 178

earlei {Malacocercus, Turdoides), 218
eclipes [Chatorhea (sic)], 215
Elachura, 159

Elathea, 67 b

elegans (Phacnicornis), 25

emeria (Motacilla, Pycnonotus), 79
epilepidota {Myiothera), 152
epilepidota (Napothera), 154
erythrogenys (Pomatorhinus), 141
erythropygia (Muscicapa), 45
erythropygius (Pericrocotus), 45
erythrotis (Pomatorhinus), 143
ethologus (Pericrocotus), 32
eximia (Lalage), 21

favillaceus {Pericrocotus), 32
Ferrugilatus (Pomatorhinus), 141
ferruginosus (Pomatorhinus), 145
flammea (Muscicapal}, 27

Aammeus (Pericrocotus), 27

flavala (Hemixos), 108

flavalus (Hypsipetes), 108

Aaveolus (Criniger, Trichophorus), 100
fAavescens (Pycnonotus), 96

flavillaceus [sic], (Pericrocotus), 32
Aavirostris (Paradoxornis), 210
Aaviventris (Pycnonotus, Vanga), 72
formosus (Pomatorhinus), 146

formosus (Spelacornis, Troglodytes), 166
fraterculus {Pericrocotus), 28

freta (Tephrodornis), 10

frontalis (Chloropsis, Phyllornis), 57
fugans (Xanthixus), 96

fulvifrons [Paradoxornis, T.{emnoris}],

fuscicaudata (Otocompsa), 77

fuscicaudatus (Pycnonotus), 77

fuscocapillum (Pellorneum), 122

fuscocapillus (Drymocataphus), 122

fuscoflavescens (Brachypodius, Pycno-
notus), 70

galbinus (Pericrocotus), 41

ganeesa (Hypsipetes), 112

garhwalensis (Paradoxornis), 201

godwini (Pomatorhinus), 139

granti (Pellorneum), 119

griseigularis  (Chrysomma,
194

griseus (Lanius), 11
griseus (Turdus), 232

Pyctorhis),

INDEX

uglielmi (Hyps®Ste, M"'Tm"'!“:'- 106

gulari: we rubnca, i (Macronous,
Motacilla) —

gularis (Brachypus, Pycnonotus), 73

gularis (Lanius), 5

gularis (Paradexornis), 209

gularis (Tephrodornis), 6

guttaticollis {Napmhtrn, 'l'llrdinuluaj,

3

guttaticollis {Paradoxornis), 212
guttatus (Turdinus), 168
Gypsophila, 153

haemorrhousa (Muscicapa), 89
haemorrhousus (Pycnonotus), 89
haplonota (Elachura), 163
hardwickii (Chloropsis), 59
haringtoni (Pomatorhinus), 143
Hemipus, |

hodgsoni (Phyllornis), 55
holdsworthi (Pomatorhinus), 136
horsheldii (Pomatorhinus), 134
humayuni (Pycnonotus), B6.
humei (Aegithina), 50

humei (Heterorhynchus, Sphenocichla),

humii (Hypsipetes, Microscelis), 113
humii (Meolpastes, Pycnonotus), 83
humii (Paradoxornis, Suthora), 202
huttoni (Malacocercus, Turdeoides), 214
hyperythra (Argya), 223
hyperythra (Dumetia, Timalia), 181
hyperythrus (Turdoides), 223
hypoleuca (Timalia), 189
hypoleuces (Orthorhinus,
nus), 144
hypoleucum (Chrysomma), 189
Hypsipetes, 101

Pomatorhi-

ictericus (Criniger, Hypsipetes), 104
ignotum (Pellorneam), 126

inc:ié:;: [Hypsipetes, T.(richophorus)],
insulae (Hemipus), 5

insulae (Pycnonotus), 99

insularis (Chloropsis), 58

intensior (Lole), 105

intermedia (Suthora), 204
intermedius (Pyenonotus), 85
intextus (Xiphirhynchus), 151

Iole, 102

iredalei (Pericrocotus), 41

Irena, 63

Irenidae, 47

jerdeni (Chloropsis, Phyllornis), 60
Jjocosus [Lanius), 67

jocosus (Pycnonotus), 75

jonesi (Pellorneum), 115

Kelaartia, 67
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pondiceriana (Muscicapa), 11
pondicerianus (Tephrodornis), 11
primrosei (Pycnonotus), 90
priccephalus  [B.(rachypus),
notus], 70
provincialis (Otocompsa), 75
psarcides (Hypsipetes), 110
psithyrus (Psittiparus), 208
Psittiparus, 197
ptilosus (Macronous), 185
puclla (Coracias, Irena}), 63
punctata (Ginclidia}, 115
punctatum (Pellorneum), 115
punctatus {Troglodytes), 159
pusilla (Pnocpyga), 158
pusillus [H.{aematornis)], 87
pusillus (Pnocpyga), 158
Pyecnonotidae, 63
Pyenonotus, 67
pygacus ([xos), 90
pYgmaea (Pnocpyga), 158
pyrchops (Stachyris), 171
pyrrhotis (Ixos, Pycnonotus), 75

Pycno-

ravida {Stachyris), 176

recter (Pomatorhinus), 140

Rhopocichla, 182

Rimator, 151

ripleyi {Pellorneum), 120

roberti (Napothera, Pnocpygal,

roberti (Sphenocichla), 168

rosca (Muscicapa), 37

roseus (Pericrocotus), 37

rostratum [Tr.(ichastoma)], 126

Rubigula, 67

rubricapilla {Macronous, Matacilla), 185

rufescens [M. (alacocercus), Turdoides],
231

ruficeps  ser
Suthora)

ruficeps (Chleuasicus), 205

ruficeps (Paradoxornis), 207

rutficeps (Pellorneum), 117

ruficeps (Stachyris), 170

ruficollis (Pomatorhinus), 138

rufifrons see ambigua (Stachyridopsis,
Stachyris)

rufina (Sutheora), 206

rufipectus (Stachyris), 170

rufitinctus { Psittiparus), 208

russicus (Mystacinus, Panurus), 195

154

oatesi  (Paradoxornis,

salimalii (Pomatorhinus), 132
sanguincus (Pericrocotus), 30
saturata {Stelgidocichla), 90
saturatior { Pyctorhis), 190
saturatus (Molpastes), 00
saurashtrense (Chrysomma), 18%
Scacorhvnchus, 197

schi.ﬂ.iceps {Pomalorhiuu:'], 131

INDEX

schoemiparus {Psittiparus), 209
scindicum (Chrysommal), V02
scindicus {Pyetorhis), 192
scortillum ( Pellorneum), 124
semiruber (Pericrocotus), 29
separatus see vividus (Perierocotus)
septentrionalis (Aegithina), 48

sherriffi (Spelacornis), 165

siccatus (Rhopocichla), 184

sidhoutensis (Pericrocotus), 42
sikkimensis (Irena), 63

sindianus (Crateropus, Turdoides), 224
sinense (Chrysomma), 190

sinensis ( Parus), 190

siquijorensis se¢ meclellandi (Hypsipetes)
solaris (Pericrocotus), 36

somervillei (Timaha, Turdoides), 228
sonivia (Argya), 217

sonivius ( Turdoides), 217

spadix (Stachyris,} 176

speciosus (Pericrocotus, Turdus), 25
Spelaeornis, 1389

Sphenocichla, 167

Spizixos, 66

squamata (Microura), 156

squamiceps (Malurus), 213
Stachyridopsis, 168

Stachyris, 168

stanfordi (Pycnonotus), 91
stenorhynchus (Pomatorhinus), 147
striata see dobsoni (Coracina, Graucalus)
striata (Napothera), 153

striatus {Cossyphus, Turdoides), 230
striatus (Malacocircus), 254

striatus (Pyenonotus, Trichophorus), 92
striatus (Turdinus), 153

subrufa (Timalia), 222

subrufus ['l'urdu[nltsj, 99

sulfurea (Acgithina), 33

superciliaris (Xiphirhynehus), 149
Suthora, 197

sykesi (Coracina, Lalage), 22

sylvicola (Tephrecorns), 8

 —

taprobanus ( Turdoides), 334

Tephrodornis, 5

Terricolor (Maina), 230

terricalor [M.(alacocercus)], 230

thai (Pericrocotus), 4%

thai (Tephrodorms}, 11

Thringorhina, 168

tickelli see assamensis {Drymocataphus,
Trichastoma)

Timalia, 187

tiphia [ﬁcg‘iﬂﬁrsa, h[ulacilla‘j, 49

travancorcensis (Pomatorhinus), 135

transfluvialis (Paradoxornis, Scaeor-
hynchus}), 209

Trichastoma, 126

troglodytoides see sherriffi (Spelacornis)
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-

iroglodyioudes |1’|:~=-_';;;g;1\, 156
Murdimuleg, 55
Furdinus, 153

Turdoides, 213

unicolor [H.{eteromorpha), Paradoxo-
rnis], 1546

vargus ( Ixos), 107

vepeta (Pnocpyga), 156

vicinus ( Pycnonotus), BY

victoriae (Babax), 236

virescens see meclellandi (Hypsipetes)

virescens ([ole), 102

virgatus {Lanius), 5

viridescens see cacharensis (Hypsipetes,
Microscelis)

viridulus (Criniger), 100

vividus (Pericrocotus), <44
vocale {Pellorneum), 121

waddelli (Rabax), 237
warei (Tephrodornis), 11
wetmorei (Myenonotus), 90
whistleri {Pycnonotus), 80
woodi (Babax), 236

Nanthixus, G

yantholacmus -:_Hi.'lrll.‘_.'l'lnuh, Pyenonotus),
04

Miphorhamphus, 1449

Miphirhynchus, 149

Xiphorhynchus, 149

multicolar

zeylonica  see
Fringilla)
zevloniea (Motacilla), 53

(Aegithina,
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