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INTRODUOTION. : =3

on, to give it the same food; after having had the bird for some time, say

a week or so, during which period it must on no account be exposed to
any cold, bpt the temperature be kept even, say about 70°, the baize cover »
may be gradually removed, and the bird accustomed to the ordinary temper-
ature of the house, but in any case it will be well to cover it up at mght.

We now come to a point which is of the utmost importance to observe,
namely, the treatment of a newly-purchased Parrot during the night. Many
people are apt to forget that when the light and the fire are out during
the mght in a room which had been very warm during the day-time, the
temperature falls a considerable number of degrees, and the bird gets: chxlled
and too often Mies. If the owner has a fire in her bed-room, *let her
take the cage up with her when she is going to bed herself, but if not,
let the fire be well banked up before retiring to rest, and let no housemaxd
enter the room in the morning before the mistress of the bird:.for house-
maids, as a rule, even when not actually inimical to Parrots, are utiterly
regardless of them, and have a habit of throwing up the window, even on
the coldest morning, and letting thé chilly outside air blow in keenly on
the bird, which feels it all the more from having been kept snug and
warm before; and it is this mawuvass quart d’heure in the morning before
the fire is lit, and whllc the room is being *“‘dusted”, that i5 fatal to so
many Parrots, whose owners wonder how “poor Polly" can possibly have
taken cold.

It may here be asked, “Supposing my Parrot to have taken cold, what
is the best course to adopt?” Well, in ninety-nine cases out of one hundrcd‘
the bird will, in spite of every care, gradually get worse and die; but in
the hundreth ssshe” has an extraordinarily good constitution, and if kept
in an equable temperature ‘of from 70 to 75°% and fed on soft food, soaked
bread and boiled maize, for instance, and has tcpxd or lukewarm water to
_ drink, she will recover: but prevention is better than cure; see that your
bird does not catch cold, and you will not have the trouble of nursing it,
and the grief of seeing it suffer, and probably die.

Avoid purchasing a Parrot in the winter time, and especially avoid having
_one sent to you a long Wistance by rail; but curb your natural impatience
to become the owner of a Parrot until summer, and, where practicable,
carry home your prize from the place where you have bought it; and,
baving got it home, see that is exposed to no draught, even in summer,
but is gradually accustomed to the ordinary vdriations of temperature in
your house,
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In the matter of food for Parrots, the public has yet'very much to learn:
the traditional bread and milk, like the customary hard-boiled egg for
* Canaries, is 2 mistake: Parrots are graminivorous, that is to say, vegetable
Jfeeders; a few of them, it is true, live almost exclusively on honey, and a
less number are partially insectivorous in their habits, but no known bird
of this genus touches flesh in its wild state, the rumoured partiality of the
Nestor notabilis for live lambs notwithstanding. Therefore to feed a bird of
this description on animal food, such as milk, buttér, bits from thq table,
bongs and so on, is to force it to partake of an unnatural diet, which is
certain, sooner or later, to produce disease, and ultimately to destroy the
bird. To argue that because a Parrot appears to enjoy suth an abnormal
course of feeding, it is good for it, is about as sensible as to say that
childrgn love sweetmeats, and may, without endangering their health, be
fed largely, if not exclusively, upon them, for Parrots, like children, are
not always, indeed never, able to discriminate between those things that
are suitable for them, and those that are injurious.

The larger Parrots require large seeds, such as maize, oats, dari, buckwheat,
and dry biscuits (without milk or butter), nuts of various sorts, Brazilian,
cob, and especially monkey nuts; and the smaller varieties, canary seed,

s - millet, hemp, and a few oats occasionally. A¢ all these birds in their wild
state subsist more or less on unripe,-or at least soft seeds, and fruit of
different kinds, apples, pears, grapes, and oranges may be included, with
discretion, in their bill of fare; and a portion of the different kinds of seeds
fhat are offered to them should always be supplied either boiled or soaked
in water until soft. ; - X

Again, these birds should always have access to water: it is true that
many of them will exist for a long time, even on a diet of dry seed, without
drinking, but Parrots in their wild state always drink, if even some of them
confine their potations to sucking the drops of dew off the leaves and
grass; and in captivity water is even more necessary to maintain them in
health, for the staple of thcir.food is dry, and they ‘have not the chance
of sipping the pearly drops of dew. - Deprivation 6f water produces indi-
gestion, causes heat and irritation of the skin, and often leads to the poor
bird stripping itself bare of feathers.

Although a Pirrot has a strong beak, it has no teeth, and is unable o
masticate its food, swallowing the smaller seeds whole, that is after having
stripped .them of their husks, and the larger in little fragments,. which re-
quire softening in the crop, and triturating in the muscular stomach or
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gizzard before the§ can be digested, and serve for the nourishment of the
bird. To supply the want of teeth, Nature has taught the Parrot to swallow
a certain number of small, sharp-edged stones, which effectually reduce the
food to a pulp, and prepare it for absorption by the glands of the stomach
and intestines: yet how few owners of Parrots ever think of supplying their
pets with such small artificial teeth as we have alluded to.

Many Parrots, especially the Australian’ species, appear in their wild state
to evince a preference for brackish, or slightly salt, water, over fresh; yet
we suppose it has not occurred to one Parrot keeper out of a thousand to
supply the bird he or she owns with a morsel of rock salt: in fact many
people look upon salt as rank ‘poison for any bird, a belief in which we:
were strictly educated, but which we now know to be without foundation
in fact: salt, instead of being injurious to Parrots, is very beneficial, and
should always be supplied to them: very sparingly, of course, at first, but
when the Parrot has got over the novelty of the thing, like the pastrycook’s
errand-boy, it may be safelw trusted with a lump in its cage, it will not-
take more than is good for it.

A Parrot is naturally an extremely active and lively bird, and should never
be kept in a small cage, in which not only it is seen to disadvantage, but
is apt to injure its plumage, especially its tail, and the ends of the flight
feathers in the wings: even when kept in a large-sized cage, it should,
when practicable, be allowed a fly, every now and then, about the room, !
which it will much enjoy, and when its brief period of liberty has expired,
a donne boucke, in the shape of a morsel of biscuit, a nut, or a piece of
apple, will soon lure it back to its domicile, to which, after-a while, it
will' return of its own accord, when it is tired of rambling about.

Road grit, well washed to free it from dust and other impurities, is the
best thing with which to supply Parrots in lieu of a carpet for the floor of
, their abode, and the absurd grillage with which the cages of these birds
are invariably provided when purchased new, should be immediately removed;
for, instead of answering any useful purpose, it is positively injurious,
hinciering the Parrot from reaching the sharp®grit on the bottom of the

cage; and was, doubtless, invented by some lazy owner, who objected to, '

the trouble pf cleaning out “Polly™’s habitation as frequently-as he should
have done: which brings us to the subject of cleanliness.

This virtue, we have been assured on very* high authority, is akin to
Godliness, but without going quite as far as that, we are bound to say
that it is of the utmost importance, if the health and beauty of the captive

.
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~Parrot are to be taken into conmsideration. When refuse food and the
droppmgs of the creature itself are allowed to accumulate on the floor of
a bird's cage, bad smells arise from fermentation, not to say putrefaction,
and, it is scarcely necessary to insist on such a point, are apt to give rise
to low fever, and other serious ailments: the perches, too, must be frequently
®scraped or washed, or the Parrot, whose legs are so short that the breast
feathers rub on what the bird -sits on, will soon present a bedraggled,
poverty-stricken appearance, that will cause it to neglect the rest of its
person, and finally to become an object of disgust to those who see it,
instead of, as it otherwise would be, “a thing of beauty” and “a joy for
.ever.” : \

Parrots are great dandies, and are fond of preening and arranging their
beautiful dress, but let this once become seriously soiled, they will give up
the care of their toilet in despair, and degénérate into hopeless slatterns
and' slovens. In order to cnable them to maintain the natural beauty of
their coat, these birds, in their wild state, bathe freely, :m‘sl should always
be provided with the means of “tubbing” when they please in . captivity.
Some of them will not wash themselves in a cage, but as soon as they
are allowed to fly about a room, will pop into a pan of water, if one is
placed where they can readily reach it, and give themselves a good washing,
after which they will sit in the sun, and pass every feather through their
beak, until they are as neat as a new pin, and as glossy as if they had
just come out of the woods.

Some birds however, in all probability individuals who have been brough
up by hand from the nest, cannot be prevailed upon to wash themselves at

" all; in which case it will be necessary to give them, not a good scrubbing,
but a gentle shower-bath of luke-warm water from a garden syringe, every
now and then: and after the first time or two they will cease to be afraid,

~and even like and look for their washing, which, we need scarcely observe,
must only be done in warm weather. Or the cage may be placed out of
doors: during the continuance of a genial summer shower, which *“Poll”
will much appreciate, holding out his wings, and spreading out his tall to
catch the falling drops; this we have seen our acclimatised Parrakeets doing,
even in winter time, in the out-of-doors aviary where we kcep them all the

_year round.

Never put a Parrot in a round cage: nothing mars the beauty of its
_plumage so much, for in turning about it is obliged to press against the
‘bars of the cage in whichever direction it moves, and so the feathers gei
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frayed and broken: a square cage with two perches in it, one placed cross-
wise above the other, is thc proper abode for a Parrot, and the larger the
dwelling, the better and ‘more healthy will be the bird.

A cross-bar stand to which the creature is chained by the leg is perhaps
preferable to a cage for the Macaws and larger Cockatoos, but care must
be taken that the part upon which the bird sits is not cased with- tin, but®
made of woaod, the ends of which only should be covered with metal: but
a perch of iron or zinc is too cold for the feet of a Parrot, who gets
cramp, and pains in his limbs from sitting on such an unnatural kind of
perch, which a considerate owner will no longer com'pel him to use, when
he knows what suffering it entails upon the unfortunate bird.

Parrots, as a rule, have as much individuality, not to say character, as
human beings, each has its peculiar idiosyncrasy, and no hard and fast
rule can be laid down for their management, as each several bird must be
studied and treated according to the disposition it displays: this is par-
ticularly true of the large Parrots, including’ the Cockatoos, but the smaller
species, namely the Parrakeets and Love-birds, thrive better in an aviary
than they do in a cage. These small creatures very seldom become as
much attached to their owners as their larger brethren frequently do, and
we have never known an instance in which they did not prefer the society

of a'member or members af their own race to that of the master or mistress

who had bought and cared for them; whereas, the contrary rule very fre-
quently obtains with regard to the large Parrots. In any case a bird that
may be comparatively tame and gentle when kept in a cage, or chained
to a stand, by itself, is \:er}' apt to become wild, even savage, when placed
in the society of 1'companion of its own kind, although this is by no
meang invafiably the care; and, as we said before, the idiosyncrasy of the
bird must' be considered in this respect. ‘

Some Parrots and Parrakeets will become so tame that, especially in the
country, they may be permitted to enjoy almost perfect liberty in the garden,
returning regularly to tReir owner's call, or at all events when prompted
by the demands of appetite, for which reason it is always well to let them
out, at least at first, before they have had a meal, apd to hold out the
sweetmeat, in a manner of speaking, to them when it is wished that they
should return to their cage. N

Some species are gifted with more, much more, of the homing instinét
than others; the Parrots proper and the Lories, for example, far exceeding
the old world. Parrakeets, such as the Ring-necked and Alexandrine, in this
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'respect, while the Australian broad-tails come about midway between the
other two families. The Australian Parrakeets will gg’ncra]ly return to their
mates, if the latter, whether male or female, be placed where they can see.
‘and hear each other, but the Long-tailed Indian Parrakeets, once they get.
out of their cages, simply fly straight away, like an arrow from a bow,
®rejoicing, no doubt, in their new-found freedom, and utterly oblivious, ap-
parently, of the guid wife or the guid man at home.

The Love-birds, too, have no idea of returning to their prison, and, once
they ‘escape, are very seldom seén again by their owners or their mates,
to whom they really bear nothing like the affection with the possession of
which they are popularly credited.

The Grey Parrots, the large Green Parrots, commonly called Amazons,
the Macaw s, and the Cockatoos are the best homers, then come the beautiful
Indian Lories, and the Australian Grass Parrakeets; all the remaining species
of the race are not in this respect to be depended on; once their liberty
is regained, death is by them preferred to a return to captivity, even when
a former mate calls to and tries to entice them back again.

We have often been asked which is theé best way to teach one of these
birds to speak, and haVe replied that there is no royal road: patience and
perseverance alone will succeed, though some of them it must be admitted

are much more ready learners than others: few of the ben birds, for instance,,
ever become accomplished linguists, although to this rule, as to every other,
there are certain exceptions; but as, in the case of small birds,‘ the gift
of song is chicfly confined to the male, so in the Parrot tribe the capacity
for learning to repeaf articulate'sounds is not usually the prerogative of the
gentler sex. y

For a talker then, select a male, and repeat to him slowly and distinctly
the word or sentence it is wished to teach him; the bird will probably take
it up word by word, not always beginning at the beginning, but occasionally
in the middle of the phrase, as in the case of a Jardine Parrot belonging
to the sHon. and Rev. F. G. Dutton, which was learning “Polly put the
kettle on”, and bégan by repeating “kettle, kettle”, and gradually added
the other words until it had learned to say the sentence correctly.

Captive Parrots, poor things! are frequently the subjects of discase, too
often induced by errors of management on the part of their owners, who,
not knowing any better, pamper their pets with uusuitablc.dninﬁes, and
then wonder why their birds should be ill and die. Some of these complaints
we have already touched upon, but there are others, such as consumption,

. .
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which ‘can only be cured if taken in hand at the very commencement of \
the attack, and are much easier to prevent than to cure: exposure to a low
temperature, and insufficiently nutritious diet, are the exciting causes of this
complaint, for which the remedies are continuous warmth and appropriate
and nutritious food: many drugs and nostrums have been recommended,
but we have not faith in any of them. The symptoms of consumption are ®
gradual emaciation, distaste for food, shivering, listlessness, sometimes a
little cough, and in the latter stages diarrhza: when the last complication
has set in the case is hopeless. Another complaint, often fatal with newly-
imported birds, is fever, generally of a typhoid character., which is almost
incurable: a bird so afflicted is inordinately thirsty, drinking as much, in
some cases, as a pint of water per diem. In slight attacks we have found
dilute, or aromatic sulphuric acid in the proportion of ten drops to the ounce
of water productive of benefit; the diet should be nutritious,—sponge-cake, %
a little bread and milk, (which latter article is only admissible as a medicine,
or for very young subjects) and, where there is a tendency to dysentery,
that is to say blood-stained evacuations, mutton broth in which''rice has
been cooked. '
e Pneamonia, or inflammation of the lungs, and bronchitis are' the result
of a chill from the bird having been placed in a draught, and differ from
. each other rather in degree than in kind; the former being ‘a clogging of
the minuter structures of the lungs by a sudden rush of blood from the
exterior to the interior of the body; and the latter, a similar affection of
the largc; ramifications of the air passages, or bronchial tubes, which get
more or less lined and obstructed by mucus: great warmth is the only
Cure, as we have already observed, but prevention is casy.
Diarrhwa is generally caused by improper feeding, unless it is symptomatic
of consumption or fever; it is treated by a return to a natural diet, and
: the addition of some powdered chalk to the drinking water, preceded by
a dose of castor oil. : v
Feather eafing is a veritable disease, and one, too, that is extremely
difficult to cure, Various remedial plans have been suggested, but some -
cases defy every attempt, and the poor victims remain regular scarecrows
to the end of their days, which are generally prematurely ended by cold.
Occasionally turning the bird loose into a room fitted with perches and
logs of wood will effect a cure; or giving it a companion of its own or
a kindred species, though we have known the new arrival to catch the
complaint, and soon make itself as great an object as its companion. Fixing

.
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a tin collar round the bird’s neck, anointing the breast with oil, strewing
the bottom of the cage with feathers, have answered in some cases, and
failed in others. So that the owner of a feather-eater would do well to give
all the above plans a trial, so that if one did not succeed another might.
Shower-baths, too, have been suggested, but are not generally successful;
parasites must of course be looked for, and guarded against, and if there
is any skin irritation, a cooling diet, consisting largely of green food, might
be tried: but. some cases defy every attempt to cure them, and all are
more or less troublesome, requiring a great deal of patience and perseverance
if any good is to result from the adoption of remedial measures. Some
months since we bought a Green Parrot that had plucked all the feathers
off its breast, and was, generally, in very poor condition; we turned it out

into a garden ayiary well supplied with logs, and the bird is now in perfect :

plumage, and as sleek and handsome as possible.

If it is desired to breed Parrots, they should be placed in as roomy a
cage or aviary as, practicable, unless so tame that they can be permitted to
have the range of the house; their abode must be fitted up with: hollow
logs of suitable size, suspended high up against the wall, to keep them
out of reach of mice, or a small barrel, with half a cocoa-nut husk firmly
cemented to the bottom, may be placed at their disposal, and will often
be taken possession of in preference to a hollow log. Boxes with a flat
bottom surface are objectionable, on account of the eggs rolling about, and
running the risk of taking cold, for few members of the Parrot family make
any nest, properly so called, but deposit their eggs on the bare wood of
their abode.

W. 7. G.
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eggs, and hemp seed; upon this diet, when once acclimatised, it will

do very well, and, in all probability, reproduce its species in captivity,
which, indeed, it is stated, auctore Dr. Russ, to have done last year
in Germany.

Tt is o strange fact that of two closely allied species, the less bril-
liantly coloured should be an inhabitant of the warmer region; when,
as a rale, the birds of tropical, or sub-tropical latitudes are so much
more gorgeously apparelled than their congeners of more temperate
climes; for the Mealy Rosella is nof, as a glance at the illustrations
will show, nearly as brightly coloured as the Rose-hill, which is found
in Tasmania as well as in the southern parts of the mainland, and it
would be curious to ascertain why this reversal of the usunal order
should have taken place in the present instance; but the problem is
insoluble, unless we suppose that the great heat of Northern Australia
blanched the bright colours of the Rosella, and produced the pallid
bird which forms the subject of the present mnotice, which 1s not a very
probable hypothesis: ean any one help us to another?

We are inclined to think that the ordinary Rosella, the Pale-headed
and the Splendid vaviety (Platyeercus splendidus), which must not be
confounded with the Splendid Grass Parrakeet (Huplema splendida),
are not readily distinet species, but rather ggographical variations of
the same; the first inhabiting the southern, the second the northern,
and the third the central portions of Australia; a supposition that might
very readily be put to the test by cross-pairing the several birds, and
noting: whether their offspring were fruitful or otherwise: these experi-
ments, however, are outside the province of most ordinary connoisseurs,
and should be undertaken hy the Zoological or Acclimatisation Societies,
who have the solving of s0 many, interesting ornithological problems
in their power, if they would only undertake the task,

The Pale-headed Rosells in captivity is dull and uninteresting when
kept by itself in a cage, and is ngk quite safe to be trusted with
Parrakeets smaller than itself in an aviary, so that on the whole it
will, perhaps, be as well for the aviarist not to meddle with- it at all:
nevertheless, as the very difficulty of procuring mul keeping a bird is,
in itself, a recommendation to some people, we doubt mot that pur-
chasers will be found for it, even at the price of £2 10s. now asked
for a pair by the London dealers.

T _JAA.-.‘.‘»
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YELLOW-RUMPED fPARRAKEET,

OR BROADTAIL.

Psittacis Aaveolus, Russ.
SyxoNva: Platycoreus flaveolus, Gup., Fxscm., efe.
GerMaN: Der strohgelbe Sittich.

HE Yellow-rumped Parrakeet is a native of Now South Wales,

occurring in considerable nnmbers on the banks of the rivers
Lachlan and Darling, but seldom imported into this country, and still
less frequently séen on the continent, where it commands a ligh
price, from ninety to one hundred and twenty marks, according to
Dr, Russ,

The forehead is crimson, and the cheeks light blue, the crown of
the head, back of the meck, ramp and upper tail coverts, as well as
all the under surface of the body pale yellow. The upper part of the
breast is slightly tinged with red; the feathers of the back arve black
in the eentre, and pale yellow on their outer edges; the middle of the
wing is pale blug, the spurious wing and the ounter web of the basal
portion of the primaries are deep violet blue, the remainder of the
primavies dark brown; the two central tail feathers are tinted with
groen at the base, passing into blue fowards the tips, the remaining
tail feathers have the basal portion of the outer webs deep blue, passing
into very pale blue todWards their tips, the inner webs are brown, and
the extreme tips white; the bill is light horn colour, and the legs and
foet dark brown,

The sexes are alike, but tho colonrs of the female are much less
brilliant than those of hor mate: in size this bird about equals the
Roselln, being, if anything, a trifle larger. 1t is exceedingly rare in
this conntry, and when imported is sold ab a very high price, £5 or
£6 for the pair, which, considering the frequency with which it occurs

1
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in ita Tative lmﬂ n;’ snrely mthe‘
frequenﬂy kept as a cage-pet by tbe‘colomsts, an
%, T;eod"" is by no means &xﬁicnlb to |
BE - I, waé described by Lat!gan) _
B text is ﬁery ihstorted, and aon veys an exccedmgly poor 1déw ¢
a5 bu-d, which is really a lmndsome creature.
~ 1In his great work, The Birds of Australia, Gonld descn'bes 0
e . _speclcs with his usaal felwlty, and gives a graphic portrait of
. g to.ba regretted that so liitle is known of tifis charming Parr:
Q- o 84 5n this country, for it iz hardy, llvoly, and beautifgl, not tho n
~ as Parrakeets go, and susoephble of being rendered very. tame

, :;;-._  capacitics for the acquisition of knowledge are not very: greot,I

'*' _ young male brought up from the nest will learn to repeata

;;;;,;‘. 1 wortls about as well as the Rosella.

~In the vast primeval forests of the Great Southern Lnna

CHaTIvg . rnmpod Parrakeet is at home, and, of course, seen and

Er_“ AN the b@gt'_a_dm‘nfﬂgﬂ, the glaucous green of the foliage of the Euzal A
R Wy forms a not inharmonious contrast to the golden yellow shades of his .

- plumage, and his cries pass unnoticed amid the concert of Natn

) which they contribute to mslptmn, in confinement, lxowover, he s,
o hayo said, not mor&matelg nomy, and may be kept in o

o W withont igailOf any one being driven 8ut of the house by his cries,

neth In its nuhve woods this. bu'd breod& n the hollow limbs of trees, = =

a rle to which we know of no exception in Australia, save that of "

. Peoporus formosus, making no mest, but depcmlmg its eggs on the

A  bare wood; it isshy, however, and the nest is difficalt to be discovered, e
BB 5 more alfﬁcnlc still to be plundered when long and careful mﬂ:chmg )

¥ 4:_.'_"  has revealed its site, which is so ,carcfully selécted as to be alm 3
I_“;‘..;- e -’,mnccessxble to man or beast. The breodmg senson  extends f;o‘m'd
AN Septomber to February, and there are, nmmlly, twvo broods in {Qg

" ';‘?J;,«..- ‘goason, of four or five young ones, which remain in company with Q@‘\ 4\: :
)% & pacents until the following spring, when they scparate, and each pair jg
SRR sets up housckeeping on its own dccount.

3 » ¥ ";‘ It is curions to mark the resemblances that approximate the dxfforent 7‘

f‘f‘ “‘ kmds of Parrots to each other, no less than to consider the distinctions
" " by which they are differentiated, and to observe by what strong ew-», o
I dence it is ghown that they must all have been formed upon ong o ,{i-’t‘: e
50 onguml plan, rather than, as tho Evolutionists sny,.h.we descended,
i the lapse of ages, fram a common ancestor. That *lapse of ages”
;"s & very hnndy bridge to get over a dlﬂiculty on ,bnt which was the
A *common aneestol'? was 1(: a Mncaw, or a Mada, ascar Love-bird
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: amoni x;or postulate to prove its very truth,
; oluhomst when confronted wnth a dxﬁiculty,

that chamctenstlc has been acqnn-ed or relmquish
e, of course, of* some inherent power existing in the
to modify. its structure. 'The fa.]slty of this doctr
’trated oyer and over again, but it is nevertheless gai
10 “fashionable” theory of the day, and like all other ‘outecome
:on will have its day. i
_ ries, for instance, are Parrots which “have taken to hvmg%‘
”blossommg trees, and feedmg off the nectar and pollen of the
“instead of seeds and grains. Accordingly, they have ncquu'ed o
well adapted to their new hablts, mcludmg the short tsrm,

to ask no more quéstions, which are embnrrassmg !

a French child to her parent one dny, “where is France situat

urope, my love”: “and where is Hurope, Maman?’’ “In

@ , my dear”’: “but whoro is the world, Maman?” “In i;heuni
e “bnt where is that?”  “Tuls-toi done, imbécila, tu m

S a'distance we have wandered from our Yel]ow-rnmped Friend:
.':‘& be : France, the world, the universe, and we know » 5:7”’%‘}

W,,_ but not further than the Evolutionist from a tru
he blem of life. Tt is a favonmto theory w:th the ap:

It is curious, to say the leasb, that a theory ‘ propo
or to account for the extmdnon of @ species, should b




: specles, adapting {

w der which it has a better chance of

from which it deviated, and of which it woul
. 0. Darwin had, previously to Mr. Wallace, con

3 on rabbits, but sometimes on hares, become slightly plastic; let
i+ J‘. ‘same changes cause the number of rabbits very slowly to de
;’3 b Q.c and the number of hares to increase; the effect of this would b
e ~ the fox, or dog, would be driven to try to catch more hare:
1 ).‘ organization, however, being slightly plastic, those individuals with
shtest forms, longest limbs, and best eye-sight, let the difference
ever so small, would be slightly favoured, and would tend to hve s
gor, and to survive during that time of the year when food waE
_they would also rear more young, which would tend to i !
The less fleet ones would be rig’idly desti

greyhoundq can be 1mproved by selection and careful breedmg;
this dition of things, if followed out to its full ..’L=
nﬁbms to lead only to my original inference, namely, an t

es; for, when the hares were all destroyed the long-lggg d

d perish. At most there could but be a reversion to -

and condmons For, as the hares decreased in numbe tha

s for eatchmg hares bemg such as would detmct from their
! ing rabbits. A variety with a shorter and stronger foot mig
would be the first to profit by the preponderan i

.

ents. The individual dogs with the strongest and {
differenco bo ever so emall, would be s’llghtly fav. !
ear more young mhenhng;the rabbnﬁ-catchng »




'_ﬁgve while “Ana]ogj ) ~
Ber, namely, ‘to the behef ﬂmt ail a.m

X eﬁ_‘ I
ical h‘anginutmv xnﬂuences, has not yet been recorded and

: ﬁ:qnq

-
breeds of dogs, pigeons, and ponltry, but tbese vangt? ~
pecies, they breed inter se, and the progeny is fruitful;

] other ﬂmn' a pouter-pweoh, stang
3 'mn, because the parents belo X égq‘mgi an*
s the case of the h 1
ch we have referred is capnble
ction, because the pnrents' th ugh having little likeness
r, are vanetxes of the one species, aml not at all dlslmc

in captivity, but are by no means descended from el_fgh_er
za Parrot, or a Black Cockatoo.
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. : Psittacus Nover Zelandice, RUsS.
Ry T 8+ xoNvus: Cyanoramphus Nove Zelandice, Sxa.; ,
ﬁ:‘,"  Cyanoramphus Novewe Guinee, Be.; Cyanoramplus auclaﬂdmw: Be.;
e Euphema Nove anlandzw Mus. B. P.;
Lathamus Sparrmanni, Lss.; Psittacus pacificus, Reyneri, C‘ 7-"
e/ Ay Plafydm'cus :pamﬁaw Vers., Germax: Der ngenc;tiwh.
2 a.f R gt P i

| _’r:.‘vntqma a number of ornithological cnnosxhgs,& ,
¢ among ec fnnnal and alhhough the snb;ect of the presen
" notice can écarcely be classed among them, it is still a sufficientl
© | remarkable bird, to merit a little attention, which, indeed, it has alread
'recewed at the hand of writers on the subject of Natural Hlstory,

AT ‘mtness the formidable array of scientific names bestowed upon it, t

e ‘which we might have added several mare, but that e cnnswdemd lt }
1 BT ,q\ute sufficiently burdened as it is. 8y 3
i ‘As regards plumage, Cyanoramphus presents nothing very strik
"";'/ o attract the observer’s notice, while its capacity for acquh-mg know-
.r'{. Jedge is not excessive; its disposition, if shy, puinfully so in point of
N ’4 fact, is decidedly genfle and pleasing, and it has a rather agrea‘q_b
tg. ‘.J.,«.. , yoxce, which it can modulate into a passable imitation of articulat

A0S "s&‘nnds, its own wild notes, however, are suﬂicxently a’l‘grcenble '
~can sing a peculiar kind of song, which has been likened by its Ge
Mmuer to the notes of a hurdy-gurdy of supenor constmctlon,*mn,
mod1ﬁed by dlstance, as well as to the vocahzatxon, undér sxmllar con-

) v '__' “..ﬂ-'

"t _-whence the names of Kladderadats-Sittich bestowod upon it
t' " Meutonic friends, i in addmon to the appellation of Z‘wgonsgttw]],i
zt i8 more geneml]y known in Germany. ¥
Whgnﬁrst mxpo:te& thgse, birds are &ecide&ly d
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of them die before they become acclimatised, but once they have re-
covered from the effects of the voyage, and have become accustomed
o their new food and surroundings, they got on quite as well as any
of the Australian Parrots, Parrakeets, or Lories, with which we are
acquainted.

‘Dark green is the prevailing colour of the plumage in these birds,
but the forchegd, cheeks and rump are red; the flight feathers of the
wings are blue, and a few slight shades of the same colour appear in
different parts of the body, especially in certain lights.

The female is rather larger than the male, which is about the size
of the Rosella, and the red in her plumage is of a duller shade than
in the case of her mate.

As its English name implies, this bird is a native of New Zealand :
it ‘passes a good deal of time upon the ground, hence its legs are
long, the wings short, and the feet have no great prehensile power,
althongh the bird makes good use of one of them, usually the left,
for holdmo‘ up its food: the beak, too, is slight, and better adapted
for eating grass seeds, than maize or hard corn.

The nest is made in a hollow branch, and four or ﬁvc white eggs
are laid on the bare wood, and hatched in about eighteen days: a
recent number of Dr. Russ’s Die gefiederte Welt contained an account
of a brood of these birds, that had been snccessfully reared in Ger-
many; the first instance of their reproductiveness in Europe with which
we are acquainted: they are reported to be insectivorous in their habits,
but this we doubt; none of the specimens we have seen wonld tonch
anything of the kind, but lived chiefly on canary seed, which ‘they
were fond of scratching up with their feet at the bottom of the cage
in which they were kept.

They are very gentle birds, and well deserve the epithet paciffeus,
given to them by Latham, Vieillot, and other writers. They are not
able even fo protect thcnmclvca flom their stronger-billed congeners,
and should not be enclosed with any of the Platycerci, Lockqlooq or
larger Parrots; on the other hand, they will not molest the tiniest
Finches, which evince no fear of them, but, emboldened by the gentla-
ness of their habits, scruple not to play all kinds of tricks upon them,
which the New Zealanders treat with good-humoured contempt; thus
when one of these birds approaches the seed- p.m where a Cnnary
Java Sparrow, Silver-beak, or even an Avadavat is  occupied in cating,
and the latter opens its beak and scolds, as the manner of these bllds
is to do, Cyanoramphus turns him about, though never so hungry, and
patiently svaits to satisfy his appetite until the coast is clear,

So gentle, peaceable, and loveable a bird ought to be a general

“?
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NEW ZEALAND PARRAKEET. 15

favourite, and is with every one who knows him, g0 that we expect
before long to find him one of the commonest of cage pets. ;

As we have said, his voice ig peculiar, but not disagreeable, resems
bling somewhat the subdued bleating® of a young goat, whence his
German name of Ziegensittich. The female is a very silent bird, and
beyond a faint squeak, or bleat, now and then, we have nof heard
her make any kind of noise.

When first imported these birds should be fed on oats, part of -
which should be boiled before being given to them: many of them
will also eat crumb of bread steeped for a few minutes in cold water,
and then squeezed nearly dry; they drink a good deal, and should
always have access to a free supply of clean water.

Green food must be given sparingly at first, as they are apt to eat
it so greedily as to bring on diarrhwa: after a time they can be aec-
customed to canary seed as their general diet, adding ocafs and hemp
seed now and then as a variety.

Sometimes they are imported in large numbers, and can then be
bought cheaply ; at other times they are scarce, and’ barely to be had
ati any price.

The Hon. and Rev. F. G. Dutton’s account of the New Zealand
Parrakeel (Cyanoramphus Nove Zealandiz).

s bird resembles the Pennant’s Parrakeet in its habits: it is shy
and gentle, a quiet bird, and very fond of bathing. I have: known
thres, of which two were talkers, but none of them tame enough to
allow themselves to be -handled. The two that talked said several
sentences, but did not pick up anything fresh. They are very attractiye
eage-birds for any one who likes guict birds, but they are rather
wanling in character. 1 dare say they would breed readily in an
aviary, and then, if any one would be at the pains to rear the young
by hand, I think they would make the most delightful pets. Mine

gat hemp and cavary seed, and had plain water.
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Psittacus auriceps, Russ. ot
Smoms Cyanoramphus auriceps, Br.; C_/anmamphm Malherbi, S!m',
 Psittacus pacy’ictw, var. d., GyL.; Buphema auriceps, Lienast.;
Platywrcns awriceps et B[allwrba, Gr. GErMAN: Der Sprmgszﬁ

YHTS charming bird, one of the most delightful of all tbe Parrob .
fnmily, accordmn‘ to Dr. Russ, is, 08 1ts L'nghsh nume deuot'es, R <1y

chapter, and is nbout the same size as the " ufqumsu‘xe :
« heaner and less elegant build than the latter bird: the plum:
,npper parts oE tho body is a dark grass green, vith
1 T on the breast and abdomen the fmﬂi
i ’q re :;Qf a _;ghtex, or mthex a yellower, shade of green than on
' 2 wings, the front edges of the lutter are blue; tho tagl;
1 above, and grey underneath. i ? _
s -are long and of a greyish slate colour, the claws bmf: ." :
‘wnusual length: the upper mandible is blne mth a black tip
Jdower horn colour. Surroundmg the beak is a narrow line
. _'IhJenscly red colour, which seems to bo continued into ﬂ:e
i is of which is a brilliang red: the top of the head is pnla gold

o 1ong shanks of this bird enable it to run and hop
, and have obtained for their possessor the German
i 'ib lma a curious habit, which seems to be
| { New Zealand, of ,scmtuhmg "
v the mannor of thé '@" diinaceer, a
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}' 2 uarter oE.&tsymze, vnthout evincing the least resen"hnant .
s ﬁh volcé“’of the Golden-crowned Parrakeet is soft and muswal
O £ havg never heard it scream. It becomes exceedingly tame in ca

,-;‘T‘f"‘ tunty, to the extent even of accompanying its owner out of doors,
'<.:'_';_-,' is easlly fngbtened however, and as its wings are stro
g 4% ﬁ:ght powerful, it is apt to strayaway when terri
retnins when the alarm is over. ‘
- The female bears a strong resemblance. to her mate, nnd only
':.'h" ~ be distingunished from him by comparison, when she will be foﬁin
3 be a trifle smaller, and to have a rather pn1er frontlet than he.

~ Althonugh so tame and gentle, there is no record of these\sb
G lnmng, 50 far, bred in captivity; yet they ave Hardy enongh to _
Vs the winter in an unheated blrdumom without inconvenience to them-

X bglves, and it i§ proba‘ble that in-a well-g]ne]tered avmry they lmgh‘b
‘l’)e, even safely wintered _i&t of dooés. P o

* ...!‘! Occasionally they are‘qmported in Iargé ﬁu bers, and may then be f~
~_ bought cheaply; as a rule, Ixowever, the dealers clmrge two or tlu:ee -

iy ~ pounds a pair for them,
St &5 The: Golden-cmmd" Parrakeet reqmres to be fed and treated a8
: _t‘? © precommended for its re ﬁ'onted congener, described in the precedmg

,‘i_f;- '-1 »chapter, and seems*o be particularly fond of bread-crumb sonked in
4 '9‘11‘1 water, which, pmbably, reminds it of the soft seeds upon \vinch
.“\3‘« ‘t, was nccustomed to feea in its native ]‘md it drinks freely, aﬁd "'
, é( shmﬂﬂ-nevor be ﬁi W&te!‘ ‘both for bnthmﬂ' and drinkjng pm'poses. 8"
. CItis o very cnu&ious bird, and though extremely fond of a dip, ©
L7 &xsjﬂnys a considerable amount of sagacity in the indulgence of its
*‘ mepeutntl Kapd \vel by N0 means rush mcnnsxdemtclv into dangern
¥ d” we lately witnessed one of these birds anxious to take a bath,
~ fearful of the depth of water, make 4 circuit round the pan, as i
Oy sademng what steps tonsake.- and then, holding on tightly by on
to the edge of the vessei back eautiously into the water to 1
~third of its own Tength, when, thinking, doubtless, it had

oy

~ enongh, it flapped its wings vigorously, wetting itself commet,
~ few seconds, and thnn, deawing itself np carefully gu of mw BNCe,

to a perch to dry and arrange its foathers, « W 5

Thls bird is excesanvemnd of washing itself, an &9
‘mﬁxstandmghwhxch we haye seen t\hg

N3
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. we remonstrated with the person in charge, bi
never drank, he said, and we found that it was u

pt to convince him of his error, in which his superiors of
icipate.
%5 Superstitions die hard, as a rule, but are killable neverthele
ill be no fault of ours if this “vulgir error” is not decently
f sight ere long. AN
e in refutation of the notion that the Golden-crowned Parrot of Ng?
. Zealand does not long survive in cdptivity, we may mention that
i .';j;;ve. one that has lived over two years in confinement, and app
" to be quite healthy and contented, and we are not without hopes tha
" he and his mate may be induced to breed in their aviary next
A ~ Although an undeniably charming bird, we consider that fifty &
.~ the price quoted in a dealer’s list now lying before us, iz quite
f ~ long a figure to pay for a comparatively common bird, which w:
. by no means found difficult to preserve, whether in cage in door
. garden ayiary: during the moulting: season, however, it is wise to
into the house, as the evenings are chilly in autumn, ar
i process of renewing its feathers was, under such circumstan
rotracted; and that it was better to take the poor bird into
‘ 3 se.
A 3 ‘ Tt kept in a cage this Parrakeet becomes tolerably familiar
s " Jiave no doubt would learn to speak, ab least a few wor
" have not tried to teach ours, which, we must say, are not p
%mm bubt then, as we have said, we have not in the least '
their education. Occasionally these birds can be picked np
d amateurs should be on the look out for such bpportunit
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Ur o their purchases as soon as possible after the birds ha

by calers’ hands; they may lose one or two, it is true; b r
: we think they will be thus more likely to secure healthy
I than if they waited for several wecks, by which time '
sture at which foreign birds are chiefly kept in the

3 cannot fail to bave had an injurious effect up

h T oanrg YL A i

. and can squeeze

b without the slightest e

be taken that,
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very much at home; but scarcely was our back turned when we heard
a terrible commofion, and, fo our consternation, beheld our new acqui-
sition in the month of our big black tom-cat. Naturally we thought
the poor stranger’s doom was sealed; and to seize the cat,*hoke him
till ‘he dropped the Parrakeet, and prepare to bind up the wounds of
the latter, if indeed he were yet alive, was the work of but a fow
seconds, when to our surprise the liberated Auriceps flow off as if
nothing had been the matter, and darted round and round the room
in evident enjoyment of his recovered liberty: nor was it without
some difficulty, that he was eventually recaptured.

When at length we had secured our truant, we found the poor
fellow to be so seriously wounded on the back, between the wings,
that we gave him up for lost; we put him in a small cage, however,
he had walked out betweon the bars of the large one, as one might
do through an ordinary door-way, and in a fow days Richard was
himself again, whereupon we turned him into a large aviary ont of
doors in company with a mixed collection of foreign birds, where he
soon made himself at home. ;

We have kept a number of different kinds of Parrots and P
m our time, and the subject of the present notice st
high as any of them in our estimation.

arrakects
ands almost as

Sinee writing the above, we have been obliged

to remove our
favourite in-doors: about the beginning of Octobe

r he began to moult,
and appeared to feel the sharp weather that soon afterwards set in

so keenly, that we thought it would be decidedly eruel to subjoct hins
to it any longer, ln.xt- another change (?f temperature taking place, we
decided to leave him where he was, for at least g few days longer
: § ger.

One morning, however, when we entered the aviary to feed the birds,
Aurieeps was nowhere to be seen!
High and low, in every box and husk we looked for

7 him, in vain:
he was gone, and the mysterions part of the

’ o matter was that we conld
see no possible way by which he could haye made his escape. He

]u{d not been (-nr.rwd off by u'mm.':mdmg rat, or dragged through (e
wires by a prowling cat, for, in either case, some of his feathers would
certainly have been lying about. What conld have become of him?
. In o.uce corner of tth aviary, m} l.lm ground, stood an old cage, wo
lifted it up and crouching under it, in a burrow which he had evidently
excavated for himself in the soft earth, lay Auriogps perdu!  But' the
¢ ‘ ~E) AL
cold ground had chilled him, Le was “ramped and unable to fiy: we
‘ ) cen his des as savi : A
tltnoup;ht ?ulhud t:{’kc&n' 18 lfmth,]l ”1110 SayIng is, and removed. hm
at once indoors; but in a few days he wag i
‘ . ngelf geain: s
keeping him for & while in an old canary-breed; §teaihy Sy M
eding  eage, we turned




m_-ed no sunster des:gns agamst

eabe, settled qmeﬂy dowﬁ agai q,f their inter- ~,;\ }
ted combing of each other’s heads, as if notl\‘;p& ‘had happened,

é_&e he has remained ever since, looking as fresh and comfortable,
had just come in from a ramble through ,'se far-off New

d woods, which he is fated mever to ag& :
cent number of Die gefiederte Welt 0.%’ was an acconnt of
Golden-crowned Parrakeets thnt h’a‘d ssful]y reared
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BLue BoNNET {BARRAKEET.

T o

Ph'f.H'h‘HS ]l"‘illﬂ{ll:/".\'{"l', Russ.
SYNONYMSE: ]’.\'r'phn,dux f/t'Jli"("glfl-*'f'v'l', GL!‘.;
Platycercus heomatogaster, Fasou.; Euphema hematogaster.
GreyaN: Der Blutbauvchsittich.

HIS handsome bird is a native of New Sounth Wales, but is not

very frequently seen there, and is of comparatively rare occur-
rence in Ingland, and rarer still on the continent. = Funer der aller-
saltensten”’, says Dr. Russ, who quotes its price at ninety marks, “und
dariiber fur die Prch?’: that is, £4 10s. and ppwards for the pair,

The greyish white beak is surrounded by a blne mask, of a deeper
shade on the forchead than on the throat; the hack, wing coverts
and breast are yellowish grey, the sides of the wings and the tail blue;
the sides and under tail coverts, yellow, and the abdomen brizht red.

The female is coloured like the male, but the shades of her dress
are duller than his,

Some diversity of opinion oxists as to the merits and qualifications
of ‘this bird as n cage pet: Mr. Wiener writing of it says: “I do mot
know a more pleasing Parrakeet than the Blue Bonnet, whom 1 uséd
to consider the clown of a collection of Parrakeets [ had at one time.
A pair of these birds nsed to play together like Kkittens, rolling oyer
and over in the sand, or sitting on the perches and cawing 1o each
other in the most amusing manner. Whenever their cage Was fresh
sqm]-:d, they picked out all the small stones, and cloverly arranged
them in & row on a ledge in their eage. This rare Parrakeet 18 pro-
bably one of the most intelligent of all the Australian Parrots, although
I have not heard that any have learned to talk, nor do any appear
to have been bred.”

M. A. Johngon, of St. Olave’s Grammar School, writing in The
Bazaar of 21st. March, says, “Thése birds (Blue Bonnets), which Dr.
Russ describes as among the ravest imported, have of late been scen
yather more froquently. They are certainly the hardiest of the Parrot
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tribe in captivity, not excepting the Budgerigar. Introduced into an
exposed  out-door ayiary last spring, immediately after importation,
‘without any attempt at acclimatisation, the 3 undergone hardships,
both as to exposure and food, under wl ven the Cardinal has
gucenmbed, and yet they never had an sickness. They are
seen to the best advantage when seated on aofiy perch, with their
primrose underside, so curiously aproned with blood-red, exposed to
view; their elaborate bowings and antics are calculated to produce
gshonts of merriment. They seem the mildest of* the inmates of the
aviary, but they are really its most insiduons assassins. I have found
young birds with their pinions cruelly mutilated, although they were
apparently safe in small ‘cages; young Budgerigars, valuable Bourke’s
Parrakeets, Turquoisines, and others, dead or dying, with their wing
joints mutilated, or their heads smagbod and I never was ablo to trace
the assassins, until one day I saw my innocent lookmg pets, sidle up
to a delicate graceful Dove, seize him by the wing, and begin to
gnaw him savagely. They will live for months with smaller birds on
the most friendly terms, but in the end they will clear an aviary of
all weaker than themselves, although like true assassins, they never
attack one of their ownsize. It is only fair to say that these are enly
imported birds, and that some I have bred myself have not developed
this murderoug tendency. For hardiness, intelligence, grace, and most
amusing ways, commend me above all to the Blue Bonnet, but be
sure to keep him with birds who are his match in strength, or, better
still, in a small compartment by himself,” when he will be a model of

good behavionr.”

Having no one to fight with,-or to murder, he will be perfectly
inoffensive, no doubt; but as we have already remarked more than
once, birds vary in their dispositions, as Mr. Johnson himself admits,
and one pair of Blue Bomnets will be found to be as peaceable and
orderly, as another is cantankerous and objectionable.

In size these birds are somewhat less than the Cockatiel, but of
more slender baild. As Mr, Johnson remarks, thoy ave very hardy,
amd thrive exdeedingly on a diet of oats, to which they are especially
partial, canary seed, millet, hemp, and boiled maize: they nre very fond
of green food of all kinds, and especially of the bough of some tree,
such as elm or poplar, which they soon peck to pieces with every
manifestation of delight. N

Much of the mischief wrought in aviaries by one sort of bird, or
another, is due to overcrowding: better keep four birds comfortably,
than a dozen where they have not room to furn ronnd without treading
on each other’s heels. G
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3 : . hamatonotus, RUsS, ;
: Swont;P#epf&x tma;‘,jo" otus, Guo., Br., efe.; Platycercu
- .'-"'_," Iwen;atanqm,,wx, ., ete. Fuphema haematonotus, ]\‘E
s - *  GeruaN: Der Singsittich. 3 2eh
::""'l..":‘. N e 4, :-.3‘4;_" " 0 : . ' A
PR THIS extremely protty and -elegant Parrakeet, also kno he
m.b; L name of Red-back, is rather less than the Cockatiel in si b "
¥ o, ‘geneml dmkpox:nl?pn,atleast as far as our experience of the species =
BEERE g oes, in axbedlinply; uhauiablo; euc we caunc recommend fs bemng

= ~ kept with other Parrakeets: a pair, however, placed in a roomy aviary _..*_?"'

. by themselves, will very soon sef about reproducing their species, and’ S
succeed to admimtion, which, as the bird is handsome, extremely lively,
XK ardy, and gifted with quite a musical voice, is a fact to be remem-
~ bered. o : A
:’:"I‘ ~ The general colour of the plumage in the male is rich grass gn

~ with a blue veflection in certain lights, especially on the head
V4 ”‘-:éa,ée,,;the belly is yellow, the rump red, the shoulders blue, and th
‘:5 tail dkrk bluish green; the colour of the beak is dark horn, the
- and feet grey.

The female is greyish green with a mottled appearance, arisin
o fact of each foather being margined with a narrow line of a deey
ule of the general colonr of the plumage, the shoulders are blv
tail has a deep shade of blue, and the ramp is bright green.
milar are the sexes in appeamﬁoa that they hnvekei
ies by some of the earlier writers on Ans

B



d; for he does not
, ble to ascertain, does he feed th
ft. their natal log, and are able {?olﬁya

ortune him for food. Y f~

wve found that half & cocon-nut hnsk cemented all

e a capital nest that was much appreciated by these birds
1 do nof seem to care abont exeavating a dwelling for 11 ps,;

a ready-made one has been placed at their disposal. it

d on seeds o‘uly,‘ canary, millet, hemp, oats of which they were W

arly fond, and dry bread-crumb: Dr. Russ, however, Tecomm;
ollowing diet when the birds are mesting :— Bgg-bread
. softened rice-and fruit; also mealworms
od.” | : ,
e cannot endorse his further statemont that they are sociable with. :
@ birds, & Fertraglich unler Keinen Vigeln”, but they do nest readily
hf), and bring up three or four broods in the season, as the docto
her relates: they are hardy, too, and will pass the coldest
severe of our winter out of doors without injury. Sl
¢ male and female are very much attached to each other, so, tmtic
b if one of them should escape, it will, after u fly round, retox

, green food, and

'

¥ic

s companion, and suffer itsclf to be captured without resistance. .
Phese birds are very strong on the wing, and it is quite a pre )
t to see them wheeling round and round in the sunshine, or darfing
and ont among the trees, with the folinge of which their feathers:

rmonize so well in colour, y Ly
' bolieve that, like most of the Australian Parrots, the Redrom
Iy insectivorous, but they will, nevertheless, thrive pel
hout insect food. In wintor it is adyvisable to give them pl t
emp, and they will then touch littla else but that valuable and
¥ nitrogenized diet. Vh e
a pity they are so tyrannical and quarrels‘omu, for othe
yery nice, and the song: of the male bird, especially
on of love and courtship, is, as Mr, Wisnor says, “qu
Iy agrecablo” ogly =
s, of Cologne, was. the first person who bred Sq*
uce then they hisve brod in innumerable s
L the continent; and in fact mo
g N

b2
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ot f&ﬂlen 1l| would doubt]ess have bred mules with him.
“Althongh, as we have.said, these birds are hardy, the females
fien troubled with egg—hmdmg, and as this complication is of decided
more frequent occurrence in aviary-bred than in imported specim
wo incline to the belief that debility is the canse of the misfortu
and that none but thoroughly strong and healthy birds should ey
~ be put up for breeding; inattention to this simple rule entailing m
~ Juss and disappointment on the amateur, as well as being the cause
'f"much suﬁermg, and often of d«.ntb to the hapless blrcl herself %

egg ]nrger than that of a Budgerigar; and, stmnge to say, th
mre productions were devod of yolk, and consequently steri

iary-hre and there had, probably, been a good deal oi
g in her family. A
/ "5 In-breeding, as bird-fanciers know, is soon productive, in most &

3 gt digastrous cousequences, and should always be avoided, unless 1
desired to perneti.le some accidental pecnlmnty, or “sport”; in w
’qxae the offspring will, after a few generations, cease to breed a‘

_amselves, and the new variety die out, unless the strain be re-mvzg
d by the carefu} introduction of new blood. ‘ :
: f ‘There are »o song birds in Australia® 1s a complaint, mor_.__
L .7"“ founded on fact; one often hears; but the Redrump sings, actuall
: ble song, a fact which has procured for him in Ge
‘_e of Smgmuu .
ave nov met with a tnlkmg Redrump, but as the_y can
vory tame and confiding, it is quite as likely that a you
bm‘lght up from the nest, would learn to speak, as many ofl
s of Pamkeets, mcludmg the Bndgerlgar, htwe done




"{fmANY-@OLOURED BARRAK

.
Psittacus multicolor, Russ, KuL., T:m

bt SNYNONYMS: Platycercus multicolor, VGES., WGL Fuscn”
: Psophohw multicolor, Guo., Br.,, Gr.; Buphema multicolor. Gumyax:
Der vislfarbige Sittich. - -

.

VERY beautiful, but most nnsatnsfactory bird is the M&ny-coloured.
) Parrakect: a glance at the engravwg will convince the reader
. of the correctness of the former assertion, and onr word may - be ﬁ;ken
~in confirmation of the second; fo by no means alone in our
..opmzons. “A glance at the illus writes Mr. Wiener, “will
- convince the reader that the Many- , et i he
_ most beantiful birds of his tribe. The female in my possesswn lmppeﬁ‘@
to have endured for years, but I feel sure that some day sheo wﬂl%e
so unreasonable as to dxe, without any palpable reason, as several xof\ %
- her mates did long ago.” - ,»fg; Wabe
 “Lebhaft und cmmadlug, ebenso. licbenswurdig als prichtiy”, fes
Dr. Russ, “doch kommt es vor, das auch er plotzlich ohne grgmnds‘ F\L e
raadze orkrankt und stirbt.”  (As lively and charming, as-it is &egmb :
beautiful, it nevertheless happens that it will snddeﬂly and mﬁhoug
untable reason fall sick and die.”’ i y
nother writer speaks of theso birds as if ho had fouﬁd thom Ha
as lie also says that the femalo is all but indistinguishable f
male Redrump (Psittacus hwmatonotrw), his etpem;uee
~was probably limited.
i,. Russ says, the male is a handsome fellow, the gwnemng
.plnmuge is rich emerald green, darker above than on the
! body, ‘the forehead is yellow, the crow
»,,and the mdes yallow, the
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MANY-OOLOURED PARRAKEET. 27

The female, as usually happens among birds, is much more sobeﬂj
attired: her forehead is yellow, but of a paler shade than in the male,
the top of her head green, the back and secondaries of the wings
grey, the neck and breast reddish grey, the primaries green with black
extremities, the ab en yellowish green, the under tail coverts yellow,
the tail greems ‘y e, but lighter thau in the male, and her shoulder
of being ycllow is red; so that she bears a considerable
ot to the female Rcdmmp, but to the female of the
Beautiful Pams 'let”(Peru us vel Psephotus Pulchervimus), from which
however, she ¢ be distingnished by the larger extent of her red
shoulder pateh, while from the young male of the latter species she
will be known, by her breast of reddish brown, and the deeper colour
of her wings and tail.

Not very numerous in their native country, these birds are not fre-
quently imported; but when they do arrive, they are readily sold to
amateurs at a high figure, notwithstanding the fact that they seldom
endure for any length of time in captivity, for they and the following
gpecies, called the Paradise Parrakeet, are really Lories, and during
the greater part of the year feed on the pollen and nectar of the
Eucalypti and other flowering trees of their native land, for which
sponge-cake is at the best but a poor substitute.

During the winter there ds mo doubt that these birds subsist on
seeds, but these are always soft, and to keep them alive in this country
nature should be imitated for them as nearly as can be: thus their
millet and canary seed must be soaked in cold water for some hours,
and then left to drain before being given to them; soft sponge-cake
and bruised figs must also be supphed, and in snmmer, in addition to
the above, they should have an abundance of groundsel tops, cabbage
or brocoli flowers, mignonette, dandelion flowers, and so on, and

pateh, instead of
resemblance, ¥

" especially the blossoms of the lime-tree: mor should half a dozen

mealworms per diem be omitted for each bird.

Attention to these rules will enable the amateur to keep these beau-
tiful birds successfully, and doubtless to breed them too; but with
every care they are apt to look a liftle puffy one day, to be found
the next morning by their disconsolate owner dead; the cause, consti-
pation, a flow of blood to the head, or a rupture of a blood-vessel in
the brain: or, pining for their natural food, they sometimes fall into
a decline and gm(lu«xll\ fade away, though their usual exit from this
tronblesome world is painfully sudden and unexpected.

The Many-coloured Parrakeets ave very wentle and iuoﬁ'ensive
creatures, never interfering with the other inmates of the aviary, nor
even attempting to defend themselves \\hen attacked, so that core




5 AWe cnnnot, bcliéfé '
: s changeable clime.
5 a plf:y they are so dehcate aﬂd « to preserve, for, with one.
_exceptions, they are the m cautiful and degirable of all
Anufmllan Parrakeets. When in good health they are very hvely
and the male has a soft and musical voice, of which,
i ng the pairing season, he avails himself pretty freely.

e ’pccted from their gentle and inoffensive dxspomtaox} Py i

: ngly attached to each other, and aro really mu¢ g.};ﬁ"“

we qura h:u]y desemng of the uppo]lntlon of Love-birds than the shorl" 23 "".,’
A Q‘ squat little creatnres upon whom it is usnally bestowed. e ;.,‘-:5.
W gt We, should take it as thg greatest of favours if those renders wh

~ upon any other plan, would communicate the result of their endeavourg(_ T
~ to us through our publishers, for it is only by such interchange oé ) '_ Yy i
exﬁenonces that we can ever hope to arrive at a solution of the dt}-“\: P PE 8
= ﬁcnlty hitherto experienced by amateurs in presai‘vmg this andz%h‘eg;'.“,‘f
‘. *‘- specles that forms the subject of the following chnpte‘h - c"‘ ” 'j.-;

“ When in health, and gradually weaned off to seed, sponge-cnh%nfl
R ‘br\nsefl figs, mot forgotting the mealworms, the Many-coloured Par-
"' yakeets are not particularly susceptible to cold, but during sovem ,;
v ';. . wea.cher avail themselves of the cosy shelter of a hollow log: i \
ﬂléy get on much better withont, than with, artificial heat in wm ;
and we have seén them successfully wintered ont of doors, dnﬁ" b
. gevere seasons of four and five years ago, and never saw ﬁner' ¥
© apparently, more healthy and vigorous birds.

M. Alfred Rousse, of Fontenay-le- Comte, records a case of s

wetion of the Many-coloured Parrakeet last year..
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."-_'~ Sn\oms P«cphotuw pulc]rmvmus, GLD Bl’ s Platycerc-ui" * ;’,
¥ pulclmwmus, Gr., Fascn.; Buphema pulcherri ina. meum Der ". L

L% Paradiessittich. ’,.'
N, R e R

= SR e
‘!‘ MOBE lovely, if possible, than the Many-coloured P T 'f’“” Mc% EL
subject of the present chapter is even more unsatxsfnctoxy’ as a
pe% 3 “‘ ' ;
~ No one can see it without desiring to possess so beautifal and gmceful -t
;9@ 'bu'd and large sums are constnntly being paid for bandsome speci- = =
mens by amateurs: but, alas! one in a thousand survives a few months, = :
“g.ln'd—dles suddenly in a fit one day. .
o a'!ﬁnch acrimonious controversy has been “expended on the sabject of
,C\},_ pndumnce or non-endurance of these birds in captivity, Dr. Russ
!,'_ ?; ‘d M. Wiener congider that it is all but impossible to pmsetve it
or more than a few months, while other writers look upon it as nob -
~ more difficult to keep than a Budgerigar; one anthor calls it a ¢
Pa.rmkéeb” but admits that it- “reqmres skilful . management”,
Mthout “the most watchful care”, it has “a nasty habit of s:& i
oﬁ this mortal coil without giving any previous intimation ofilts n-
tenhon so to do.” ¢
x Such also is our own expenonce, but we have nevertheless s
ens m magnificent plumage that guryived in an out-door avi
two years, and may be there yet for anything we ki
- they were fed and treated as we have recommy
y-CC ~]E‘m'm.k ob: and-

. -
$
1AL




e sexes Mer unmensely in colour, the male
'c'l i:he female as soberly clad as her mate

hat in one hght the one colour preponderates, and the other in ano
he rump is red, ﬂecked with yellomsh white spots, the tml is gree

marks the shoulders, the beak is grey, and the feet and gs
~ slate colour -

“of red, a few specks of the same colour appearing on her bre

Tho youno' males can be dlstmgulshed from theu' mothar, by

ly tamed; and if only a smmble diet could at all times be.d
for them they would be more frequently met with in the a
~ amateurs than is at present’ the case.
 Although generally classed by writers with the Grass |
' Euphomw, or with the Psephoti, the Beautiful is more ne:
the Trrchoqlasm, and if this fnct be borne in mmd ‘“‘d

rmer birds, as well as for the Many-coloured Pa.rra.keet, a co

¢ toward a solution of the difficult problem of howwto

in captivity will have been made. ,
though an enterprising breeder recently advertise
mens . of the Beauhful or Pamhso Parmkeot for sale




1us is the most delightful group of Parrakeets
The four kinds I have kept are those which one gen
wmely, Hematonotus, or the Redrump 5 Hematogaster,
onnet; Multicolor, or the Many-coloured; and Pulcherrimus, oz- k
,Paradlse Parrakeet.

_ This variety is the rarest, and, according to my expenence, is -
"'te as delicate, if not more so than Pulcherrimus: my bird was ahy,

, like Pulcherrimus. He made no advances to tameness, and if I

‘," llect nghtly, ended by being found dead, without rhyme or reasom,

ted in a cage. I had them at Oxford in a cage. some 3
and three feet high. I provided them with an old
, hitched on outside, and with a hole cut in the back. By
s T could always see how the nesting was going on. They
szgs, and took about seventeen days to hatch, at the end of
e they brought out one young one, which they successfully
eir nesting took place in the spring. B
ock bird was tame: the hen less so. He was very fond of
, and would come and pick it off my finger. So wonld
less readily. But the young one was as wild as a hawk,
mained till one day it dashed out of the open door of the
an ﬁr&s lost to sight. Begmners who wish to try their han at

J clmnms, the Paradise Paroquet, as dealers call it, is not o
jeautiful Psephotus, as its name says, but surely the
)quet that exists. The yivid emerald green and
the cock 'baauhfully contrasted 'mth the grey f t
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“_‘. m ] LSBT . . |‘)%&r
the‘y were. Had ﬂley done so ﬁhe'j* wonib * "’

N 4

-and escaped So they were caged anil sent

al gardens, and not a Jardin
would allow them more land, they
attmctnve, and of course more

ﬂm n *inconvenient
18 wondorful

r, to return to my Paradise Paroquets, T reg'retted ufterwnrﬂh 8.4
vered with tin was not fastcned on the other side of t'ha' 5“ ﬁf

of Paroguets for bennty,

r, at the lhead of Paroquets

5f birds. Who can describe \.«p
»’mﬁmte varicty? It e
from boredom. If it lms' L0 )’

ird, Tt is the Morry-Andrew
1 all thoir charm, #musement, an
of resources, and mnever suffers '

s to play with, it will play with its own tail. Really i
enjoy ‘them they are better kept; élng]y. L2 they are rather like PuL-'
cherrimus m hm:‘rymg their wives, they are the complete oppomte
Pulchorrimus as to tumuhfy No blrds con]d be bolder, and it need ’r‘ 3‘ S
a very short timo to make them perfeetly familiar with their muster.,

I do not mean to say that thcy like being handled. Paroquets ar&t.4
"ot like Parrots and®Cockatoos in this respect. The tamest of them

q
v-"-‘ “'
‘e

."“‘

* endure handling rather than like it as a rule; and the Australian onas?;o ,
l.iko it ruther Jess than the Indian and Amcmnn ones. :f anything, Bui} ;

3 they came for“m'd to the edge of their cage, and § always ready 8
,M«' fasl,plny Tn fact if T were to have to choose which of all: the specles :
the Parrot tribe should be the only representative of the family laft
n the earth, I should beg that it might be the Blue Bonnet.\ Mine
a not make any adyances to breeding. 5
"ry i fed them all on millet, canary, and a little hemp. Oats wogld be "2
' or groats. They like plantains. They are very fond
d should al\vays have a good-sized bath. I found Bluq
vet o i :’jhon of the ]ungs. T never hmla‘l‘)y

.\\t







L, Psittacus discolor, Russ.
 Syyonyus: Psittacus hwmeralis, Bensr.; Psittacus I
Buphema discolor, WactL.; Lathamus dwcolor, GLD

GErMaAN: Dor Schwa&banlorz, oder der Lort 1mt rosenrothcm Gesu:l o \,.‘
0" 4

OTW'ITHSTANDI \
thonhes consxder i

called a Lory: it cats seeds -
e-cage, sugar, and. mealworms, v

"’Ts,smsnia, rejoioes in a tem srate :mate, bonnng much resgm,bla, ce
30, sland, and that a considerable dogrob ni
N e cold prevmls, durmg the wmter, in both places.
£ ,Although common enough in their own country, the Swifts are. not ’

ks
v

8T °A~_' very frequently imported here; and when a few do occusmnally
~ they always command a high price, which places them beyond
(o t. reach of ordinary amatenrs.
ﬁ * Concerning this species Mr. Wiener writes as follows: ﬂ‘ImmedJabely’
¥ “after arrival these birds are delicate, and require careful feeding on
o ';‘ ‘millet and canary seed, and sonked bread or spange-cake, to both "6£’
Q.".A" * which a little honey may be added with advantage.” P
~ We have net found them delicate, and think that when lanM '

‘ ';";‘. good condition they soon recover from the eﬁechs of the voyage, ar
~ as we have said, become so hnrdy as to pass withont mconvemehe_a
L. winter out of doors.

R 21 The Swift is & pretty bird;
oy ".”;  bright greon, a marrow b&nd

~ of the head m ’blaok, bql‘”




b gre}’).and théteyes black.

eats ‘a general resemblance to her mate,“}_
liet of these birds in captivity” is cannx_'y and |
be advantageously added, and, during the 1

n‘
'crumbs, coarse oatmeal, and a few insec

black-beetles or fipulee rather than mealworms, but

usly, in preference to none.
R wifts make their nesting-places in the hollow bonghs of
gum trees of their native land, and lay from four to seven wIn 0 eg|

broods during the season, which extends from September to
We have not heard of their having been bred in captivity as ¥,
- fact they are so seldom imported, that but fow amateurs
~an opportunity of making the attempt.
In the Zoological  Society’s Gardens the Swifts are fed

e
e T 18 not surprising that. there should frequenﬂ
- change of tenants in the cages allotted to them.
The price is about £3 a piece, or very nearly the \velght Gf,z
- in gold: it would consequently be well worth the while of any
'4 0 try and breed them, and this we intend doing as soon as P
B . hm‘dy as they are, when once fmrly acchmatxsed easy

1 g&bsfactlon is found to exist in the successful reanng
‘ the gommonest buds of exotxo ongm that are

usand-fold when the fostemng‘ care ofgu pmnsta )
n the appeamyd on the seane of a young :




wift Parrukeot, differs considerably from its congeners in th
f its wings, the primaries of which are narrow, and more than"
the length of the secondaries, conseqnently its flight is not only‘\
‘powerful, but widely undulating in character; in fact so rapid 1s’

<

"b e\progress of one of these birds through the air, that none but a ,‘1

'expenenced shot could hope to bring it down.

ns are oonfusmg and unnecessary, and hnve, verymsely, been
rded y many modern ornithologists, especmlly by Dr. Rusg, who,
rni smg but one genus, distinguishes the various members of the
family from one another, by specific names only; whether they
katoos, Lories, Parrakeets or Parrots proper; their one generic
in the pages of his invaluable works is Psitiacus: an
ent that “should at once commend itself to every tlloughtfu

with i‘.lne prefix belongs.
g nomenclnture, as in every other snb]ect of popnlar st

hle on, wmpoundéd of sonoroua but too freqt
M ords, - fal mto well-m
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orL The Bzrds of vf
them in the wvicini!

days, and in thirty more the young lcﬁ the ﬂea
f have had a brood. The number of yonng to a nest (o ly
:‘, | varies from three to ﬁve The sex of ﬁhe yonng bird




f ASSERINE OR ; L] WINGED :“.*".fi_l'—_;'\)-'!.Lr




o Psittacus passerinus,
~ Syxoxvus: Psittacula passching
s Psittacula passerina, greqaria, et » Jesta, LCHTST., €06
P Der Sperlingspapagei.

ly least of all the Parrot family, is truly de
o of “Love-bird’, which is so generally bestoWws
= for it really is “inseparable”, and must be bought az

'E,in .j 5 X . Sl ]
own to amateurs from the time of Buffon and Bechstel
bly from a very much earlier date, there are few bir

the notice of connoissenrs: scarcely the qli,z.e 9
w, the short tail makes it appear even less, an
Same gives it a kind of unfinished look, that dotracf:a.gpi
from its personal appearance, otherwise so quaintly and qme |
~ “The little blue and green Parrakeet”, says Bechstein, “is a
' tionate as the preceding (the Red-faced Love-bird),
 and dear.” - ¢
a native of Brazil”, adds the old German author, “and

y of

eral colonr of the plumage is deep green, the rump
sapphire blue, but scarcely to be noticed except
ng about, when the contrast of colours becom




nndﬂrstorm that broke over the dxstrlct. when they weren
como out of_ the shell; “hether the jar of the tlmndene" 1

b closc]y thnt she m]ured her health by her deyotion to t
< 'th@ as not to be, and to such an extent that when we

5 4].3ut alas! ‘the best lald schemes gang aft agley’: poor Blue

‘took the separation so terribly to heart, that after shrieking -

Ar P
honrse, and dashing wildly about the avmry, in vain attempts to
an ayenue of escape, we turned her in again, when, so great wa

e oy, he fell oﬁ his perch'in a fit, in wluch he very nem'ly die

aw a veil over the close of the sad, sad tmgedyt
nfentions will miscarry now and then, and, wher
: ,b\nb good, carpz:’woe and desolation to the yery o

Jui



not drink much, /e Mo
vy is harsh, and loud, buf is not very
, with one another in a little subdned ¢
ly, but they are usually silent and undemonstrative
tion, which, as they are very quick, is not of frequerit

rce without their knpwledge. We have watched one, h

oop-hole, for a guarter of an hour at a time, and have never.

-~ hi a budge, his keen black eye fixed intently on ours all the wh
and as soon as we looked away, he was off like a shot to the th
mer of the aviary. A
Although so timid at other times, the hen Blue Wing sits as devo

er eggs as any bird with which we are acquainted, even suffe
her cocoa-nut husk to be taken down and carried to a distance ywith
ing her charge. X
eir wild state these birds breed in the hollow branches ¢
sub in the bird-room or aviary seem to prefer a medium
it husk for their nesting-place: they make no mnest, prope
alled, but content themselves with removing the superfluous fibre.
the interior, and smoothing it down for their use.

!iﬁwy':m'e better kept in a place by themselves, two or three p
ather, but are not to be trusted to the tender mercies of Bud|
Madagascars, or Red-faced Love-birds. A male, however, W
th a fomale Madagascar (Agapornis cana), and even, & frien
, with a fomale Red-face (Agapornis pullaria), but whet

d pro’g"e'ny of Buch unions, if progeny there were, would be capable
¢ yeproduction, as another acquaintance of ours is inclined to be
' nnot say, though we doubt the fact: but if so,,these th
mply local varieties of the same, and not thre
s as they aro generally considered to be. :
me of our readers make the experi
time, with the result? P
wther species of Love-bird th
sideration: the resemblance |




1 of species as lea&mg to confualon,
80 marked as they are between the ordinary Blu
rd called Der Sperlingspapagei ohne blaue Unterfli,
the' Psittacus Santi Thome of Kuhl, wo have no alternati
_geparate_them, or abandon specific distinctions altogether.
ince wnﬂ!ng the above we have observed that our widowed Blne
g does not secem to be in the least affected by the loss of her
husband, whose sad fate we have related on a preceding page,
- bub on the contrary is getting over her moult liwaly and is lookmga 5 \’-
x strong and hearty, and we have no doubt will be quh'mady to accept ’.; "
- the attentions of a new husband when we presenﬁ }iex‘ with one in the =
£. L8
~ So much for the relative strength of attachment i m the two sexes;
%e male died because he could not live alone for an hour, and the 40 e
g -female, apparently, loses this constant mate unmoved, and bostows nﬂt ’&' ,
. a thought upon his memory, It seems almost a libel on the fair se::, '
& -%mb it is true, nevertheless; the power of love is greater in the mgle
than in the female, as a rule, thronghout creation: there are excephoqg

3

101, P,

'j-;‘" PRCAS far as my experience lias gone”, writes our friend Mrs. 'damrer

1o do§btr but these rather confirm than disprove our assértion. xs!g
i thls connection, “I find the male birds, as a whole, far more §

ey

t‘.
,c]evoted to their families than the hen bn'ds,‘”‘ o "'&
gvadd another word ? _ 5 *«0”"







GREY PARROT.

Psittacus erithacus, Laxy., Lormr., Bonsr., efe.
Swomus- Psittacus cum canda rubra, Fxscu.; Psittacus Gumeenms
cingreus, Brss.; Psittacus ruber, SEP. i
GEE)I’AN’ Der grave Papagei, Russ. Frexcu: Le Perroguet gna,v 8
ou cendré, ou le Jaco, Brex. A

! heﬂy, to remm'k that the general colom of 'the plumage is
" ‘pea.rl grey, the feathers of the head, neck, and belly are mar
with whitish grey, 'and the tail, which is short, is of a bright ves
lour; the beak is strong and black, the membrane atits b
i ,,de of the eyes have a powdered appearance, and on"'&m

_hes of the Grey Parrot are nob uncommon, and are.
W to come from the interior of the “black continent’

’ gt;oned by Brisson, one of which, according to that na
' has the wings marked with red, while the other has
fenthers mixed throughout the grey.
ng of tbo Iatter sort was shown to Lathnm, and st.a.ted“to




to consult him upon some domestic matter, on wlu :
dta& to call out; in the gruffest of gruff tones: ¢ We ’Wg at ¢

ad spoken. :
;To Mrs. Cassirer wo are indebted for the following ace

to us by a man who had lived in the East Indies fo
The bird counld already speak well, bnt on]y Dutch, In

spoke single words and sentences in the Dutch lan

uced Dutch words with judgment between Ger
did not know, or had forgotten, the German equivalen
: estionq and ro'tnrned answers, m‘ade r’eqnests' mﬁg‘ ref

,_.ha he wished for ab once, e :
: somet.hmg to e 1f he still




A mtlod wonderfully, especml]y the tune Ich dank dir.
v Solui; he alSo sang beautifully. ‘Polly must sing a song
.relmnd himself, and then begin: ’

‘ Perroquet mignon, dis-moi sans fagon,
Qu'a-t-on fait dans ma maison,
Pendant mon absence P

lowmg couplet. :

‘*Ohne Lieb und ohne Wein,
- Konnen wir doch leben.

y he would alter this td,

¢Ohne Lieb und ohne maison,
Konnen wir doch leben,'

e would substitute ‘Fin Kuss—sans fagon,” which amused
that he langhed londly. ‘Polly, what does Lotfy say?’
ask himself sometimes, and answer at once, as if some @
Mked him the question: ‘O my lovely, lovely Polly, et
This was spokeu \nth the correct accent of tendern

however, by no means beautiful, as he had the .

1 Qut. his own featbexs,_' W e baths wero ord

and® 29



nmp on the stick, .Polly, on the stick!”.
Polly was extremely n.nnoyed then sudden _

ras the name of the wished-for visitor, would come

comes Roth’, suddenly exclaimed the Parrot, who h
king out of the window, and had recognised the expecte
':,dlstance

“'A's(,hold Gcorrfo arriv ed late one evemng, when Pollyw !
in the darkne‘xs of her covered cage Aftel the ﬁrsb

vas. dead.’ —-P:obably starved, poor thmg, by his "chlldlsh1
he Fyathored World for, August ](ith 1883, o Mr. Diettri

v window ledge, or 'on t‘ﬁe

' ﬂm,crumbs. Therwnmgg £

v



: i)t in the shop, calls out “Wanted”, as
and if the ]atter nppx'oaches tho blra nna.“

e
b;ltﬁil throughout. the wcstcrn and central parts i Africa. :
uffon relates that in his time a pair of these birds bred for
‘oonsecntxvcly in Ptms and rearved theu' young, thm state {

<

oxes, and brought up her kittcus in it, and 1
who hud not. been mdustnous enongh to lay

fldron, they kept up a constant. warfare with the
mmfia she 'Ieft the box one of them used to get in



wonderful prxze
- Grey Parrot is a very good imitator of sounds nnd
te Mr. Sydney C. Buxton in The Animal World for 18'8.
for many years an old retriever named ‘Tory’—noy, alas! d
ld ‘age aml merciful prussic aeid. The Parrot could mntatq (ﬁz

to rest, his temper slightly ruffled. Cries the Parrot ‘lonl
n  before, ‘Tory! To-ry!” Tory, now thoroughly ronsed, woul
ance about, and at last espying the Parrot, with a look of inten

lthough the fo]lowmg nnecdote from tho same pen
forent species, we cannot refrain from quoting it:—“T spo e‘.‘og
of fun just now. Woe used to have a Grey Red—breastad C
iehaha’ by name, who would dehbemtcly lay herself down ¢
: m t;he nnd«lle of the grmel path, seize o pe'bble mﬂl Qﬁ&

1 dmgs othars, improper food
me; and too much of -
mnfnht’ of the




y to préserve these young Parrots zs to bo
hew a mouthful and placing the beak of the

‘all animals drink, and can be kept without water only to th
iment and manifold discomfort: but the water must be fresh
that is a sine qua non: foul water means diarrhwea, inflammat
bowels, fever, and death.
rey Parrot, as we have remarked, grows slowly, and
con old age: some specimens are reported to have liv

'P'an'ot never Wlnstlcs in a wild state. On tlm conbmry it

ry sweetly, and with a great vanety of note.”” ;

oll, one certainly lives and learns: it is comprehensible never&l;el
the sllnlnnt utterances of Eutluu-ue in a state of freedom-m#yo

acquninumce, and tlw assocmte ideas connected t
nﬁ*a mé!ddy to the Parrot’s notes they mxgbt not
¢ an; 10




S s e e

of 'Grey Parrots, small flocks of them g
and play abont the tops of the tall trees, W -
yous]y all the time?’, or been privileged to see’ -
.rem' tbeu' mthcred bmnches over the ruslnng sh'

\ lleled beauty
4o following interesting particulars from the pen’of Mr J
ans will be read with interest:—“Of all the foreign cage -
corate and enliven onr dwellings, few are more common or bet%
than the Grey Parrot. Large nunmbers are being con_hnngxl]y
nght to Europe from their native wilds, and at some places—Liaghcs
or instance—they may be seen in 'irge numbers at the bird-shops,

" but nowhere is the Grey Parro’ more frequently found as a cage-bird

1 in London.
“The range of the Grey Paree! ic limited to the ‘Western Coasf. o*
ea, and extends for some distance into the interior. It is common .
on the Gold Coast and adjacent islands; but is curiously dis
Igpong these latter. On Prince’s Island we find these birds

nndnncc, while on the nmghbnurmg igland of St Thomas nat

ough a flnmlmr cxge blrd very little is known abcntuts habfta -
he wild state. It is therefore with much sahsfachon thg.t g’
elf able, from personal observation, to communicate
teresting particulars concerning it, which I hope may :
¢ to my readers, and af the smme time enable them to f ms’

idea of the vie privde of this favourite. -
Island whwh may not mappropmtely bo termad’ the-\)
TR A




s ii'd is cither killed or driven away. PN
the day, when flying about in flocks, the Parrot.s_,‘*
" a troe, unless satisfied that it is a safe resting-place.
. snsp:cwu% and always on the alert, taking notice of ever
¢ W hl\fi ocenrs in their vicinity. They are more prlldcnt and Shnrp th.

the nahve, quicker than the monkey; they require mo tools to erack
the hard nuts, and are consequently the most independent of the hvmho
i ures on ﬂmt island. '-'27

0:‘3Papagmo or - Pcnk of the P'm-ot On tho slopo of this mo
- “andoxtending far up its side, is' « magnificent forest. The tree
- 7ooFgr b size and height, and their trunks and branches give su P
tb-the lianos and other climbing plants, which haug about thex
& .1gh Juxuriant folds. The density of the forest is so great ‘that it is
f‘*-., ~only with the nimnost difficulty and toil the explorer can force a'p :
' «'ﬂa tltmngh it, while to the Parvots, who come up there every nigh i
Dk presents no obstacle, but gives them, under the shelter of ifs thick:
A ‘,fo]mge_, a sccure and pleasant resting-place. e
' : “.A.s sunset deaws on, the Parrots may be seen m parties wmmn
ibheﬁ' way for the mountain from all sides of the island, and on ves a. ny
“ ”ﬁ, take their places on the trees. Approaching troops acquaint’ v'
feﬁ‘:‘ms of their coming by a loud whistling. Those of them whos
3 " found an approved resting-place warble and whistle as long s
\v#.* -.‘ thb continues, but as darkness closes in the noise gradually s
J ;‘.,v ~ and all beeomes hushed.  Oceasionally, however, a few sounds u n;
24t 'bé'ﬁrd ab intervals after dark, which most probably proceed fron
~.‘- A.’ ated bird secking a place or a quarrel: sometimes in the
{ v R %) mght tho whole colony is thrown into an uproar, occusig
3 ~ beliays, by the visit of bats or of somo prodamous animal.
There. was one ﬂock in particular, cons\stuﬁg oﬁ.
s, that M:traot od my special uttnntxon; re

o~

f,#.

. .tc,

o
)
~

3




ilac-colon
cm:fet seed-vessel, of

]oyonsly all the time?’’, or been pnvﬂeged to see “t
] rear their withered branches over the mshmg'sh‘e&m
@ ’jnmerons little birds have for safety’s sake hung their, penﬂan#
orass, so that there is a constant twittering and ﬂutteﬁng:oi“'\
nd brilliant forms round the gnnr]ed old trunks tmd A

ho following interesting particulars from the pen’ of Mr. J. "(G %
lemans will be read mth interest:—“OFf all the foreign cage-bmda- ,
at decorate and gnliven our dwellings, few are more common or betf#r'
than the Grey Parrot. Large numbers arve being contmwﬂly.
. ught to Europe from their native wilds, and at some places—Lisbon,
" for instance—they miay be seen in large numbers at the bird-shops,
" but nowhere is the Grey Parrot more frequently found as a cage-bird
ﬂ,lhn in London. hA
~ “The range of the Grey Parrot is limited to the Western Coast of 7
‘ca, and extends for some distance into the interior. It is cqmmon~. ~|.
. on the Gold Coast and adjacent islands; but is curiously dlstu'buﬂég.,
,afinono- these latter. On Prince’s Island we find these birds in gx;g%t fs‘
bundance, while on the neighbouring island of St. Thomas not a Grey ?‘
b is to be scen—na fact to be accounted for by the largo nnmbem
Kite (Mileus pardsiticus) inhabiting the latter island. IVZAL '-,&
.'Iiough a familiar cugo-bud very little is known about its lmb;ta ‘
in the wild state. It is therefore with much satisfaction thgt I’v
yself able, from personal observation, to communicate many ne)
interesting particulars concerning it, which 1 hope may pmve o v,
le to my )caders, aud at the same time enable them to foﬁg !
dea of the wio prwu' of this fnvounte P -.




<a§o ‘sooner is t'he traden obsorved thnn th n]arm
“hasten up from all parts, and in a very short
ird is either killed or driven away. ‘
ng the day, when flying about in flocks, the Parrots c rer
"a tree, unless satisfied that it is a safe resting-place. o 'l
, ,snpruous and always on the alert, taking notice of everything
% tbnt oceurs in their vicinity. They are more prudent and sharp the
the native, quicker than the monkey; they require mo tools to cr
tlm hard nuts, and are consequently the most independent of the liy:
creatures on that island.
~ “On Prinee’s Island there is a very lofty mountain, reaching sO’me }',
1'5'00 feet above the level of the sen, and called by the natives “Pico
do Papngmo or Peak of the Parrot. On the slope of this moun
and oxtcndmg far up its side, is' a magnificent forest. The trees
of greab sizo and height, and their trunks and branches give supp
to the lianos and other climbing plants, which hang about them
rmh luxuriant folds. The density of the forest is so great that it
on uly with the ntmost difficulty and toil the explover can force a
ln'dugh it, while to the Parrots, who come up there every mght,
: p:esents no obstacle, but gives them, under the shelter of its t
“\:nge, a sccure nud pl(\nsnnt mshn'r-plaoc

Appxo.adniuﬂ iroops acquaint ¢
ft!lf w; \oir coming by a Icud whistling. Those of them wa
&fn\u&d an approved resting-place warble and whistle as long
, noa, but as darkness closes in the noise gradually su
Occasmnully, however, a few sound




‘ ock of Pan‘ots had taken for th(,m reshnrr-plac'
' tbem a visit. As thc dl‘:tanco dld nofb seonrto.

nvé Little dlfhcult5 in ma(lnnv the \HShed-fOr spot
gmde or ass:stzmcc. i

_ybrenk for bhe p]nce in question, .md soon: renchodithe qﬁ
forest, but before T had pencirated very far it became evi

T wea nlonc and lmd no know!edge‘ £
he wny, but bemrr un\ullmg to return, having got thus far, I looke e
be ﬁo in hopcs of dxscovermg in this dc nse tangle some pltu.e throngh A
S fanos ': <
: d other c]uulnnn‘ plants grew 0 Hnoklv nnd pxu.ontod snch a '

. mpenotmb']e barrier, that 1 felt to uttompt to proceed fnrthor \nﬁmﬂt

in tho same morning with lho hope that this tlum-
(ﬂxo abode of the Parrots would be vealized.
B nine o’clock we started, and after s very fatiguing Jd
th we had in many places literally to eul our way ﬂu’oug
¥ owtb reached one of rhc places frequented by the'( :

any of the olil birds as presented thcmselvé{
nd take the. young ones home? .W‘,;
\axe noise we kne




ty‘ hnsL nnd at the same time obsorvcd a movement amon. ’
B °f & pulm tree. On oloqer mqpect\on we could see our:

~““ufq bo oat their pulm nuts in peace. It bmm: now ubont five o

‘h the nftornoon, and the sun setting at six, we had only an hom' e
\[y unnp‘mmu bomg m'

cen successful in ﬁndmg nests: I'(‘])L‘dllllg the eall n]tomn

‘at last got upto the place where he was, and tho position of ﬁhe !

' ointed out to me. A hole in the trank of one of the trees wi
@ to my man, the home of a puir of Parrots. '

how sharp-eyed ihese feHows are, I was qmtu sure

Ptn'rot-hke Wonld be found inside the ho]n. Darkugss

cc(lmg pair mm]o. tho hole undxsturbod till mext
hus occupied, troops of Parrots approgehed from: difl
| among the frees. As for oursclyes we found a &
er a clump of bushes where we concenled ourséf'
bserved unperceived the doings of the Parrots. d v
: “blnnbmg and hanging on the branches, others f"' i
o through the folmgo, we saw them perching elose:
: ftled just a our shiel




essity, we left our shelter in orde
eaves that luy aboui; as we emerg

ing up quickly, it cast a cheerful light and warmth
rendering our bivouac more agrecable; and the 1’!!?53 al
d by the unusnal sight, kept flying over and around ﬂﬁsqép'lm
minated. An hour afterwards, quict been restored, we proceeded
* supper, consisting of roasted bananas; this being finish
“some moss to serve for a bed and retived;, bul the nighty
d, and the moszquitos kept stinging my face so pertinacio
t was impossible to sleep; =0 I got up and roasted som
anas, smoked a pipe, and then felt ¢uite ready to go in p
8 birds. My companion was sleeping soundly, apparently

| 'Béd by those causes that deprived me ol my sleep. As ib wanfad

three hours of daylight I occupied myself in preparings liane.

3 and making snares. On the appearance of the first sbraak E-
Sdawn we proceeded to the tree where a nest was suspected to b

hief and lowered down to mo: the listle things seemed
bout a fortnight old, and readily took =ome banauna 1 off('_",d.'
I'he old birds were absent, probubly scexing food; at leastwe, di
1 The two young ones:we fastencd ‘with string to the o
g tree, and placed some limed sticks ronnd. about them. In 't
caught one of the parent birds, the seewving of whicl
of some difficulty, owing to the resistance it modo
y caught old bird in o linen bpg, and fastencd 36
@ ones. In a fow minutes our captive began to turn 1
fid, at the same time sereaming voeiferously: this quickly ¢
attention of tho Pamots in the neighbourhood, which e
onishment at tho beg which contained their m

it@};‘qtmggles were 50 violent that iit} S
om took my gun and shob two. ind
e, ) SURBG & 9'_..‘13’

3

Might.




_m Althongh my exeursion
six living' }‘nrrntu three dcad ones

\ dnys
ile on the Pico I availed myself of such a favourable op ‘
L ok particnlar notice of the habits of this bird. The first !
8 ""Gd Was Jhat' 1% Js always found xn flocks, wlnc‘n ﬁoc

1 hoir iood

_ou tho mountain in the ovomuq t0 mnst.
Aruits, such as the palm nut, the ayoeat (Lawrus persea), the
Mirsa paradi.ea), goyave, ango, and many other fruits of a s

" Kind, but they always give the preforence to palm nuts.
o m.‘f drink but* litile, and as no water iz found on the Pico
mnsf obt_am what thoy require during the day on tho lowlrmd,
1o, nest, bt deposit their oggs (which are from two to fo 1)
,hmmﬂ)er) on the hottom of the hole, The eggs are in size,. shape,
Senlgor similar to those of the Wood Pigeon (Columba ]mhmllm&)"
un l_uwn they #re of a pinkish hue, which may be owing to thy
g of tiue shell. Both vivus foke v by twrns to sity, and Whh
: R}ng ﬂlﬁ. other often vimes and feeds it out of its crop\ o
.gJ @ ones are fod in the same way. In time of danger the old bii
“W:’fand their progeny vigorously, and should the enewy p
oz 1o Do succeqsfully resisted by one pair, other Parrots
assistance, and joining forces either kill or put the.

toy Parrot delights to dwell in dompanies: many
thin a fow feot of each other, and often in one
holes may ho seen oceupiod by hatching paivs.
2 young birds are comred with a long and flufty




nd of food, and one that is relished
yery Sultable and a lomp of sugar is a
They will eat canary and other small-grai
are objectionable, as they lkeep the bird
ith mtm' g, 80 that they lose a good deal of thei
: The best food is Indian corn boiled ¢
| e&' with hemp seed, and bread softened in sagar
n s are not easily digested, and bitter almonds make the
slay is poison for a Pareot. Fresh froit, such as ﬁgs, pears; ¢
ays give great satisfaction to the bird, but they must i

ver seen a Pm‘rot, 1t 18 probably a Grey that he h% seen
on wants a Parrot, he wants a bird that will talk, and the (nf
Arrot 15, oa the wlole, the surest of talkers. Other Parrots
S hesome nore wnu«lmful tnlko:\, bnt they prolmh]y will reqmm:da

Jut in -szto of fthis, a great deal of mlxapprcbonsmn ex;sw‘
alking powers of the Groy Parrot. One hears stovies of
ot®that had been in the possession of different people, an
¥ pass from o childish treble to a graff man's
y have existed, bat I can only eay that tlmugh,_

“haye an unnvnlled powor of mutntmg the goneuﬁv
sation without pronouncing one distinet word, bnh’ G




ler P
ngnish the sex
at the hen has the flatter and bro
¢an sny this, which gives colour to.
talkers I have had, had small: neat heads,

‘beaks haye been the bad talkers.
fainly if I were going to buy a young one, I should take
ck out ome with a small arched skull, and with a small beak.
rings me to the subject of the purchase of a young Parrc
Y £ those imported, perhaps it wonld not be too much to

those imported, die soon after their arrival, or soon al
already the sced

WL

heir purchase.  Many of them probably have
d Isease i them, and the jonrney from the dealer to the purchaser:
house takes away what little chance thoy might have had of recoveh‘
 chief symplom is an unquenchable thirst, and diarrhea. To A
bird cold water will add to the mischief. 1 should try 'mlﬂk—_wﬁk}'
—with a little brandy in it—a teaspoonful to four tablespoon
t could not digest that, then 1 should try warm water and brandy.
0 “metns, if the bird will do nothing but drink, you are keeph
~up ite strongth all the time. gl
uld oceasionally vary this diet with warm chicken broth, ti]l t
aot the bird to eat boiled maize or ~‘cp. It must be kept
o warmth, ahout 70°; for Grey Parrots, heat alone is almost
anny of their illnesses, .
| diiys, the books always used to give bread and milk
od for Parrots. T believe very few adult Parrots )
, it, and it is not vory good for them, if they
ots require it, and it may be continued fill th 01
W it, when it can be changed for bread aud water, ot
o seed for them, hemp, canary, and ﬂ(
oo best and plum - Grey P ;
i nothing but hemp

- 3



. m want of something fo do.
Since wrxtmg the above, I have seen a Parrot wluc
ts owner’s testimony, can perfectly imitate two distinet
heurd it do so myself, but I have not the l_

—_—

tly the voices of both its mastor and xte m:gtress s0
deceive every one that heard ib.
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SENEGAL {PARROT.

Psittacus senegalus, Taxx., Loy, KiL, ete.
SYNONYMB Psittacus soncqalensis, Br.; Psiltecus Versterg
Psittacula senequlensis,” Brss.; I’w '

! s - Poicephalus sonegalonsi®
g \  Poi acq)halus smwgulus ot seneqalensis, HrIL.;

, Be.; Pionias senegalus, F t
. GERMAN: Doy J[oluenl.ogf—l’apﬂfﬂ“; ‘

wmiln Europo from the most remote perlod , as Dr. Russ :
"’18 ‘a handsome bird”’; and by far the most desirable of them Qq o5

o
z“Thesse blrc'!s”, to quote further from Dr. Russ’s description,
] g,l'eclmned among those which have been known in LUI.’OPG
earliest times; at present they are regular guests in all the Zo
. -,,Ggrdens, and tolerably froquent at the dealers. The first pab
v ,‘kept in my bird-room were mdescnbably wild and obstma
‘, *appronch or even the least movement on the part of the obse
f' uftered disagreeable piercing shricks, and every attempt to
'3- proved fraitless. However, they took possession of a nesting
Q: ~ first probably.as a place of mfuge in their timidity and yild
‘commenced nesting. Three vory round and .di%rop :
eggs were laid, but were soon eaten up by th
?“ \ en la;&'ngmn and commenced sxﬂnng,' th
od ﬁkpn. y < S 0 W2 2




end Mrs. Cassiver, of Pnns, we are mrlobtocl for th@#ﬁo_

o

fh n from the same author’s Dw Sprmlwmlcn Papog

. Fhe Orange-belhed Long-winged I’m'rot (I’.szlfacus se’negd
‘ohrenkopj-Papugm, I’vrraquet de Smegal Perroq!u.t a lits

ﬁie wmg coverts green with brm\n centres: tho hou Aers and
wing coverts on the under side are yellow: t"¢ ta? md Al the"’ .
of the apper side are bright grass green, wl
throat and upper breast; the remainder of rap \AGAE sxdc 18~ !
cast and b('lly are onmfro, or tlm { lmn of vt.d-londij’(&g; .

blnclush ring of m\ked skin surrounds the cye,
i brown, and the nails black. ,

y fomale has the head a light brownish grey, her w2
| yellow, without any orange red; her under tail | ¢
reen and in other respects she resemblos the

scmely eqm\ls a Daw. ~ ngth 26—2




) -.sp_ecinions which had learned to speak. Such"é
ecorded by Herr Von Schlechtendal in Merseb
) y Agram, and also by Herr A, E. Blaauw, °
b i‘s’&s of this kmd are extremely wild and unmanngeubl'

b ds, however, are soon tamed and are very docile. Ouew
3 bivds was able to open every door, and was fond of playing, au.a. 4
pmely droll, also very good-tempered and confiding, permitiing his
e scratched, allowing himself to be taken out of the cage\
;Q\:égssed but he only learne(l to speak a few words, though 3
amitated the nofes of other birds. 4
i asuw relates 4hot hiz Black-headed Parrot spoke I’rche‘h"‘
fiay, 7 ery distinetly £ 1 softly. ‘It has a strange effect; when S8
the dlﬁcrent words and sentences with his natural notes, and
eams with art’ alawe somnds”’ ‘
nmediately after mportation, even this otherwise strong and hardy
Mas shown nself t be very delicate, at least of late: he is
ill on vvery cuuag. o) diet, especially, it seems, if too lavish
with hemp. At first therefore it should receive only cang
s, and later, by degrees, hemp aund sunflower se' + A
“of sound, sweet fruit is also necossary.
y-imported  Black-headed Parrot can be bought .
enty shillings; tame ones from twenty fo t,lurty

Bame a pnco for a speaker, smcé such must st
] 1




more appropnately bestowed upon the ' subject oE the pre
whx_cb really belongs to that part of the “dark’
s OCcnswna]]y imported in considerable nnmbm ;
leaux: there is, at present, only one representatwe of this '.‘-
species in the Gardens of the London Zoological Socxety, - where, on .a
th ,,hole, the Parrot race is very inadequately represen‘teq, and tho

%

st accommodated of all the animals belonging to them collect
now that attention has been called to the sub]ect; letf“"'\" ho
the Society will exert itself to cause the speedy remoy il o
vinm that does much to mar the reputation they havm’ '
obtained in other branches of Natural History: it is trne, ‘as our
o has remarked, that the Zoological Society is not wne. Socidté v “J4
@ deelimatation; but nevertheless they should do something to enhance ¥
th& comfort of the poor Parrots committed ‘to their  charge: the; ‘4'
Imndsomely provided for the obscene apes and monkeys of thmﬂ’fi‘
‘ 'ﬂéchon, and more recently for the snakes and crocodiles, and it is ‘;ﬁ
ly fair that the Parrots should have their turn, and we smcerqu hoy&* d‘f

at, £or the poor creatures’ own sakes, it may come efe long. '«
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Macaw.

HYACINTHINE



Psittacus hyacinthinus, Russ.
s: Ara ]:yacmtlunq-, Gu., SCBLGL.; Psittacus Augtwtus, :

.

y rare bird, possessed by & few Zoologmul
',:5‘ neral colour is deep blue, and it is, as Dr. s
ﬁhgnﬁxsl.ed by @ particularly colossal beak (mit heson
em Sdmcbel)
= fing specimen has survived for a conslderable tune in
_ Gﬂ.ﬁdﬁns of the Lendon Zoological Society, where it ‘has les
at a fow words, and is especially partial to the yonthfuir 0
ﬂi no. lzmsh hand, share their buns and cakes with it, as
Ewing Jusb above their heads on the perch to whie
trees, by the Parrot-house, facing the

is maize, hemp, monkey-nuts, to which may ! : R
‘of all kinds, apples and froit; it is one o
‘f oo”’ that is permitted to driuk, and cerhnn
0 regimen provided for if. ~

mire any of the Macaws,

them for o good deal stlll W




§~Qm lack of hollow txees in wlm,h to brccd for the Hyacmthmo M:
- inhabits the same mgmns as mrmy of tho tree- nestmg’ \fat‘a

"\

4 fectnas SRS

‘\-.——' -

. the Hyacinthine \Tnc.mv, and a fuw othm's, have selected for

, ' ’a dwelling place of a totally different character.

q We have no knowledge of these bivds having bred i m captl
Sirom mdwqhonb we lm.vo obsurvod in the specimen hvui

they but pwvuled wuh suitable accmuumdnhdh;;tgf.
f sufhcmnt ottcnb to contain a stream Wlth a l ik,

- vae nog tho nocnssary :wcomxnodétxon,'
amntgrrs ta whom tha @xpondxtura :

> N




 along”, and occasionally,

_wor&s to that eﬂ‘ect so that, if we
shonld feel inclined to try some of them
gi as:we aro by nenghbonrs, most of whom have n

[ ] .Parrot race. 2
‘ Russ calls this bird the largest of them all (der ]rosslﬂ von alld
18 mnch of o size with the Red and Yellow and the Y
e Mwaws, although larger than the Military Macaw, and q}
the size of the bird to which the name of Illiger
Burmeister.
of this species is trnly, as Dr. Russ terms it, coloss

ppears caleulated to give a formidable bite, but the creatn ]

, is, at least all the specimens of the species that we ‘have 0

extremely gentle, and may be freely handled, even by strangers,
48 more than mosk of the Parrots will permit, spealnng mu
ltolhgenco and docility; it is a pity it is so seldom lmJ)p

ts own country it docq nob appear to be very cai

LS P




b’ them I n.ppronch strange M’acnws
ution, by no means sure that their tempers :
spoilt, or that they may 1ot reserve their affection
d owners, but T have no fear of the sort with these
hough T have seen some half dozen, they were all equally
They are much less noisy too than the other Macaws, thou
ey do scream the moise is in proportion to their size. I do .";‘
er think that they have the same intelligence as the others, M
afraid their amiability has somcbhmg to do with stupldlt)“,

ol ”tho ca;:kimg

hen to pmfeclwn, but it was S0 occnpu,d
mance that it appeared to have no time for - a
her Macaws did not appear to recognise it “congenor, £or|‘ L Oy
they were as afraid of it as if it had been a hawk without  the!
reason, for it was nearly as afraid of them. I did not keeﬁ ,‘,,‘
., for I like to taen my Macaws out loose, and T was afm' (s f‘r"
nischief this bird’s beak might do amongst ‘the garden treos, ud."‘
 offered a good price for it, 1 let it go. The Hyacinthine
sufficiently scarce, though not so rare as the Glancous Mac&g‘
| O'I?’ﬂle price for either of them.
mlearmg the all blue Macaws, I may menbon one ot:her,. DR L)
rare ono, Spix’s. This is much smaller than the other twoj; it is
Abantam of tho all blue Macaws. It has no naked space. t aﬂn‘L
o is
: I haye only known of one spoumen an caphnty,
‘now in the Regent’s Park collection. This bird has all t 0‘%' €
anee of having been captored ay an adult, as ifs wing sp__ : n}é WA '(
cen brokorn by @ shot. Its unsaciability therefore says nofhing =
hat so&t of pet a Spix would make. 1 should thlnk /d’)ni&;;‘r.” '
V.,ne could get one that had been taken from the neﬁ.r R




Mirrrary Macaw.



Psiltacus militaris, Liny., Russ.
¢ Smmmas Ara militaris, Gr.; Arara miitaris, ViL; ‘
\'g’fﬁ Bt Pazttacns mililaris ot ambiguus, Kv.; Macrocercus militards, JARD;,;V .
" ‘w"f ; Sittace nnlrfares, Wer. ,?' R,
s ‘GerMAN: Der Soldaten-Arara. Frexen: I ara militaire, Vm.s_;‘ i

4
"ORE frequently imported ¢ an the preceding species, the M
- - Macaw is nevertheles unot a common bird, and we
¥ "‘lo,ss to understand the reason that induced so many writers to besfo ?
""?%‘npon 1t a soldxerly designation which, in our opinion, should have

g for his relative the Red and Blue Macaw; if seemeﬂ‘
wév‘er, beﬁttmg in the eyes of the great Linneens, and subsequen,;
uthors huve tacitly accepted the master’s dictum without question.
This bird is an inhabitant of the northern parts of South Awmerica,
gnd extonds into Central America; it is rather inferior in size to t-he -
'3 yacinthine Macaw, but is equally noisy and objectlonable in a houge:
v J it ahmﬂd be treated in the same manner, and is quite as rob i
LE 2 ~ “ardine states that “it is now ‘ascertained to be a mative of
and Pem, inhabiiing the warmer districts of the Andean ¢
abtmnmg to an elevation of about three thousand feet”, ‘which is s
;tature for even a Macaw. 8
ne author stqtés in anotlxer place tlmt thev Ga.rohna

)
| .

-Amenca, whch however,
quite a pardonable error.




‘ it frequents cultivated ﬁelds, where it does much ixm'm
@ crops, and where, Cockatoo faslnon, it places a gunrd.

away, for the benefit of their ngltmt sentries.. _
gler also states tlmt these birds are in the habit of fee

~of the honey they contmn, or for the ﬁesby substance‘ ,\
1tsel£ and the embryo seed-vessel, does not clearly- appear:

, and of a docile disposition, but cap rarely be taught to
g ‘more than a few words. It appears tb have been a fa.vonrltq

~ the ancient Peruvians, as we are told it was frequently pre!en
‘J ‘the Incas, by their subjeets, as an acceptable gift.,”
 » Bdwards appears to have been the first writer who de
! d, which was figured by him in his Gleanings of Nat
ongh ignorant when he wrote of its true habitat, he 1
ured it to be an American bird, )
iz of this species, Dr. Russ, in his excellent Hang ,“
haber, says, “LHeimat Nordwesten Siidamerikas mxd*:Mtttda
it ﬂ[emcoa”, though its occurrence in theelnﬂdri;__‘
require confirmation.
Parrot fa.nnly, with the exceptions already
in Ixo‘lIc\w trees, making no nest, properly so
' cted to two: tvhrou@pnt this g}'oﬂ




acing the rvising sun, and display th 3
al heams; one might suppose the flock ta
vorship; but no, they are merely drying their p
heavy dews of night, and their loud conve
nothing more than an expression of their delight a
dry and warm and comfortable; though, perhaps, the
e deliberating whither they will proceed to breakfast: the p
so and so is very strictly guarded, the crops of some on:
ave already paid heavy toll, and so on: for when warmed and dri
he Macaws fly off in little partigs in search of their favourite fo
‘mect again in the evening ab their accustomed drinking place
then retire in company to roost for the might. .
ours of feeding, drinking, and reposing are mostly obse
greatest regularity, so that a person who has watched th
5; or a little time, will be able to predict, almost to & i
frequent. ¢
NOSIN eir toilet to be completed *half an hour or so after sun-

hey continue feeding unfil about 10 a.m., when they fly to the j

(ﬁa‘e'they frequent to bathe and drink: by the time they h
d dried themselves again, it is getting on towards noo
e rays of the sun are descending on the land with alm
rcest power: the Macaws and many other species take shelter f
heat among the densest foliaged trees they can find, and th
and digest, amid the profoundest stillness until ¢ :
ﬁ&yﬁpuy a sceond visit to the water and to their
"‘%ng satisfied their appetite they retire to -
in the morning, as if to close the
n it, by some act of homage to the orb
snch it be, ended, they retire to thei

eir arrival at, or their withdrawal from, a given place which they

TRAF s
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, a;ciiwa”,.”quj;e Bechstein, more than a hundred' years
very dear, and are only found in the possession of rich

c% Their beautiful plamage forms their ‘principal attraction,
centre of Germany one costs from fifty to one hundred rix do
1 s - the maritime cities, thirty to forty. Thay learn to repeat many
g ~ words, to go and come, and also to obey the least signal from
b - or: they imitate perfectly the Dbleating of sheep, the mewing
i J o and the barking of dogs: their custom of drinking only in
El . evening seems very extraordinary.” RS
"! - Macaws still maintain their price, as we have seen from th
k k ated, as the cost of acquiring one of them, by Dr. Russ: we have seen
g ’ 1 drinking in the morning, and at midday as freely as in the evening, "
i Eimt the habit alluded to by Bechstein must have been pecu 0. )
individoal bird he had under gbscrvation when he wrote. 7
It appears to us that the. MiJitary Macaw, if not quite as .
| " speaker as his Hyacinthine relative, is nevertheless a cnpﬁﬁl\g
- intelligent bird: and we should like to try and breed him, if o
~ had a suitable place in which to try the experiment, and we think i -
. wounld not be difficult with a pair of very tame and healthy birds;
" but the age of the male would not be of much consequence, as they
"& . are of an exceedingly amorous temperament, and retain the fire. and =
y ~ passion of youth {o quite”a considerablo age: in the case of the fe d
owever, it is desirablo to secure a youthful specimen, as the
the system, consequent npon the elaboration of her eggs,

..t~ ' o‘imb]tﬁtoo much for an aged female, who would be almdst cer '
e IR o e egg-bound, or perish in convulsions, as we haye unfortunately
N l § /'8 L '.
E": o young femalo of this, or any other species of Macayw, and
|- e, provide them with a suitablo habitation and appro-.
e ‘priate ' ure, and we have no doubt they would Lagw "1—
x . e ) e GF ; ' ' ¥

s s o Cockuadls, o AT
ed and Yellow male Macaw pair with a fe alo of
)
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. — _ Psitlacus m.acao, Lix., Russ. _
3 3  Syxovvws: Ara macao, LL7Z.8.; Psittacus erythrocyaneus, Gssy.;
4 Koy .éﬁh'.acux aracanga, Gatn.; Macrocercus aracanga el macao,
’ ; -  Sittace arvacanga, WaL.; Sittace macao, Fyscn. ]
.‘5’ ,' Gsnnm. Der hellrothe Arara. mecn L’ara rouge, Burrox.
kY

THI$ gmnd bird ig, without a doubt, king of all the Macaw
"v‘t gigantic size, forty inches in length, twenty-four of whi i
~ to the tail, his immense beak, and formidable claws, not to say ta
9 J- his deafening outcnes, bis gorgeons plumage, and voracious ap
"tc- = tare qunhﬁaatlons in nfrht of which he is raised to the Mucroe
"\ "af not. exactly to the Pstflaczdean, throne, to which not one of
L oongenerS, we. unagme, mll venture to dispute-his ftitle. !

&, "j'“They learn to repea.t many words”’, says Bechstein, “to go and eom X
~ and also to obey the least signal from their master.” ¥
\ -,f‘- But that great master of bird-loro was not fond of the bird nav‘ar» o
..é .\'“ﬂ;qlbsa, for he contxnues <1 confees however, tlmt then- aw 5

emselvas along mth tbeu- beak, ndded to their great uncle
*o«&Oea not appear very agrceable.”

ty

"“f“'. 3" iz The latter objection might be readily met by feedmg the |

. 24 Bloe Macaw on & more natural diet than that usually assigned
M ,~- . to wit, “bread and xmlk sop”, which was the rccogmsed fooa

M ]m-ds even in

‘_?' . “In its mative

)



2 ‘ 7 A
een rawn to-day, mstead of a hundred years ago, it ;." ould 1 of
een more accurate. What then is the proper food for) 3
? “Many bird-fanciers”, continues our author, “say thai‘. .
food for Parrots is simply the cmmbs of white bread, woll

_ in that now and then somothmg else ought to be addé’& o 0 s el
o So, indeed, we should say! and Beehstein was of the same opmmn, '
N r he goes on to remark: “I have observed that Parrots which are
fed ave very thin, have hardly strength to bear moulting, nnd
etimes even do not moult at all: in that case they become nsthmntw

die of consumption.” ¢ g T

Away then with “sop” and its inevitable concomitants of dirty aom' -,: "Ja; .

I s and diarrhma: a Macaw fed on oats, canary seed, maizo, and .{\
ks hemp sced, with the addition, now and then, of a lunch biscuit, npe y, ;']

ok 'frmb of all sorts, a slice of carrot, turnip, potato, or even mangel AP
K ~warzel, will be healthy and his cage clean: on the ordinary diet usnally ",,';'5,(7'

‘ll' ,)-

ngen in this country he is generally unhealthy, and always dirty, which S
, is not by any means the fault of the poor bird, but that of its master, |
o 0 who has it in his power, by treating his Macaw more in conformlt.y

g W Eh its natural habits, to correct the evils of which he complmns in

: ’&mnectlon with keeping it in.captivity. T
W ') le appearance of this Macaw, even when caged, or chained to WY e
5 18 such as to at once urrest thc attenhon of the most mclrifei'ent ',‘_ ‘V'-

- ¢ Bmg among the branches oE a lar"e tree, or wheeling rolind and ;
~ round in the sunshine, like an cnoxmouq]y exaggorated butted Ixe yo
otught to be “a joy for ever”, for that he is “a thmg of Beaht.y”’ “W"
we imagine that have ever seén a perfect specimen of lus ______ ,vv‘_a;:‘-;,\
' i'oady to deny. '
» head, neck, breast, belly, thighs, top of the buck, and ﬂm ttpy
coverts, are brilliant vermilion. The lower part of the 1
ump. are hgbt blue. The scapulars and large wing coveﬂb 6‘3@ s il
' blue, yellow, and green. The naked checks are “covered
tish qlnu. 'I'ho under surface of all the ﬁdﬂ‘ Weg% :

\\' Wi B
¥




i
aterton, writing of the bird under consideration, obseryes,
1 giie and beauty to any Parrot of South Amenca,
0 you to take your eyes from the rest of .,,anml_&te@ nat
e at him: his commanding strength, the flaming .scale.eh of h
e lovely varicty of red, yellosy, blue, and green in his w 18!
rdinary length of his scarlet and bine tail, seem all to jom
and for him the title of Emperor of all the Parrots‘”_.’ ?vlu, - 3
a still higher title than we had ventured to confer upon him in the =
opening sentences of this chapter.

JEh
 “He is scarce in Demerara”, continues our author, “until you reach
- the confines of the Macoushi country; there he is in yast “b“nd‘m%?’
 he mostly feeds on trees of the palm species. When the concourite
Vi trees haye ripe fruit npon them, they are covered with this mflgmﬁ9.°nt'
; ‘Parrot. He is not shy or wary; you may take your blowpipe and a
~ quiver of poisoned arrows and kill more than yon are able to carry
- back to your hut.” | 45
N Leb us hope the American naturalist was never guilfy of such a = =
~ piece of wauton cruclty, not to say sacrilege as that- he hints at here: =
- he continues, “They are very vociferous, and like the common Pmotgt
) ~ rise up in bodies towards suuset, and fly two and two to their places
) ! of rest. Tt is & grand sight in ornithglogy to see thousands of Af;g,

~ flying over your head, 'ow enough to let you have a full view of their
AL #'aming.. mantle. The Indians find the flesh very good, and the fea
e, “serve for ornaments in their head-dresses.” L
» © These birds make their nests in the holes of trees, which th
v i"_f - large and fashion to their liking: there ave usually two broods i
~ seasom, of two young each time; male and female sit alternate ‘
g _iq;gggg;'.‘ihich are generally two, very rarely three, in numbe}'
18 not unusual for the females of this species to lay in captis :
4 *@Yé_mi.toygvince a strong desire to incubate, but. Joung: ones,
know of no well authenticated instance in which
their offspring in captivity: seeing, however, that the

e :

W ir

s that are brought into this country, wero tak




days’ amusement to the birds, who next peeled off the wall;papérv
hn(res;cb and gnawed the cox“her of a billiard- ta.ble. Tlus mméhlef

*!;tei- ‘abandon these birds, unless some one wounld care to oonstmcb.a' :
vgmught-xron in-door aviary (I doubt whether bricks and mortar wonld
"~ be proof against their beaks), to make an attempt at breeding. A pair
g . exhiblted some years since at the Crystal Palace were said to have
, md. eggs in confinement: and as Macaws always arrive in Europe
0‘ e'q{tute tame, it ought to be possible to breed them.” 4
2 From the foregoing account it would appear that Mr. Wiener was
" ‘unfortunate in his experience, and that instead of a couple of tame
A birds, he was imposed upon, and induced to buy two, canght swhen
K ult, which, as Bechstein well observes, “are savage and untractable,
would only stun one with the:r unbeamblo cries, the fmt;hfu! in-
reters«of their different passions.”’ :
“Yeos”, writes Mr. Gedney, who, by the bye, calls this bu‘d “ﬂle ‘
tary Macaw”, “an old trapped Macaw affords plonty of ‘mw mu;'
al’ mpon which the advocates of ‘moral suasion’, as a means oﬁ
(1 tammg ‘wild creatures, might very well try their hands. I knew one .
that defied every effort made to tame him, and he killed a bullr " '. ‘ 'l
¢ that shared his place in the stables: you could mot live in «thg \A‘.l
so awith him! Both his wings were broken in this terrific 'batﬂe,,
aY. ‘ retty spectacle the plnco presented when the man went
to feed him in the morning. There laid poor Tyke dead, .w:bh
t torn open, the bird, coyered with blood and almost festheﬂess,

0

t

at ntenva]s-» elther in spite or pain.
him, every one said but the man
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this old savage never abated one atom of his hatred for every one
that went near him, and he had ultimately to be poisoned.”

We can heartily endorse the following recommendation by the same
anthor:—“Never keep, a Macaw in a cage, because, if you do, his
gorgeous tail will assuredly be c:pmled and the soiled condition of the

-cage will inevitably become a nuisance, no matter how great may be

the attention bestowed upon its frequent cleansing.”

If the owner has not an aviary of sufficient extent and strength to
permit of his placing his Macaw in it, and the bird itself is not suf-
ficiently tame to admit of allowing it its freedom, he had better have
it fastened by one leg to a stand, by means of a light steel chain:
the latter should be attached by means of a ring of sufficient size to
admit of its sliding freely up and down to an upright of some strong
wood, at the upper extremity of which should be placed a cross bm,
the whole taking the shape of the capital letter T; the seed and water
tins should be placed at either end of the horizontal bar, and if a
well-sanded tray be placed at the bottom of the upright, very little
dirt will be made, and the bird be kept in a clcnn and comfortable
congition.

A Macaw thus kept soon becomes very tame, and rarely attempts
to bite: as some of these birds, however, are treacherous in their
conduct fowards children, whom too many havé reason to consider
their natural enemies, it iz as well to caution the young folk against
approaching them too nearly.

We have seen fame Macaws as quiet, and gentle as anys bird can
possibly be, and so far from being uois) their voice was very seldom
heard, and when ufterance was gccasionally given to a squeak, rather
than a shriek, the note was far from being as shrill and disagreeable
as that of the Rosy Cockatoo, for instance, or even the Alexandrine
Parmleet but no reliable inferences can be drawn from the disposition
of mdxndual birds, for they vary in temper, not to say character, as
much as men do.

The extreme beanty of a flight of these grand birds is well deseribed
in the following extract from Anson’s Voyage,'page 218: writing of a
waterfall in the Island of Quibo, he says, “While we were abserving
it, there came in sight a prodigious flight of Macaws: which hovering

“over the spot, and often whecling and playing on the wing about it,

afforded a most brilliant appearance, by the glittering of the sun on
their variegated’ plumage: so that some of the spectators cannot refrain
from a kind of transport, when they recount the complicated beauties
which occurred in this extraordinary waterfall.”
It is curious that Latham, when writing of this bird, should fall
1L G
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colonr of the eggs of every specxes of the family, wheth
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Brue anp YerLrow MAcAw.

Psittacus ararauna, Russ.
Syxonyys: Ara ararauna, Gr., Be., ele.; Sittace ararayna, W6l
Macrocercus ararauna, Auctorum. GrryaN: Der gelbriistige blawe Arara.
& Frexcu: Ava blew ef jaune.

N the Blue and Yellow Macaw the species last deseribed finds a

powerful rival to the throne of Par-otdom, buf the bird now under
considération being’ of less size than the Red and Blue Macaw, the
lattor must be looked umpon as successfully maintaining his claim to
superiority, but as there '3 mo very great difference in size between
the two species, a couple of inches in length or thereabouts, it would
have been a question of great delicacy to decide between the two
claimants for imperial honours, fud =ot the magnificent plumage of
the Emperor de facto rendered it comparatively easy to decide in his
favour: bright red and deep bluc are more striking colours than dark
blue and yellow, so that the possesccr of the latter uniform is obliged
to ‘fall back, and content himself wivh second place.

The Blue and Yellow Macaw is of less frequent occurrence in the
bird market than its more showily-coated relative, but makes quite as
amiable and desirable a pet; of the two, it is, perhaps, the most sus-
ceptible of education, speaking with great distinetness, if it ‘does not
learn to repeat a' very lengthened vocabulary: we say “amiable and
desirable pet”’ advisedly, for we know of few more amusing and inter-
psting birds, providing, that is to say, they are taken in hand from the
nest, when they: become,*as we have said, exceedingly tame.

Their tempers are maturally good, at least all the specimens of the
soveral species of e Macrocercus with which we have bad to do were
possessed of a variety of good qualities; they are mot, for instance,
nearly as excitable as the Cockatoog, or as jealous and spiteful as the
Parrots, and they are far more casily tamed than any of the Parrakeets;

- »
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but their tempers can be ruined, and too often are; no bird is proof
against teasing, which utterly demoralizes them, and soon transforms
a naturally amiable afd gentle bird into something little better than
a fiend. ’ ‘

« All the Macaws have large beaks, ‘whence they were not inappro-
priately named Macrocerei by Vieillot; but the bird under notice has,
perbaps, the most formidable bill of all its congeners, as it measures
no less than three inches and a half from its insertion in the skall to
its tip, the under mandible is much shorter, but nevertheless of con-
siderable size, short and massive, and forming a right angle with:the
upper when shut.

As may be guessed from its name in English  this bird is dressed
in a mantle of deep blue, the forehead, crown, and rump are of the
same colour but with a greenish shade; the tail feathers and primaries
are indigo blue, with a violet shade, the checks are white, nakegd, and
traversed by four narrow zigzag lines, composed of minnte black

~ feathers; the chin is black, but all. the rest of the under surface of
the body is yellow; the large beak is black, and the feet and legs
are dark grey; and the under surface of the tail and wings yellow.

The Blue and Yellow Macaw is a native of Tropical America, but,
snevertheless, sufficiently hardy when once fairly acclimaticed to resist
the cold of our changeable climate, as he has a *warm vest of soft
down under his robe of blue and yellow feathers. Unlike the preceding
species this bird is not found in large flocks, but generally in pairs,
which seem to mate for life, and are models of conjugal affection,
passing much of their ftime in caressing and ploming each other: it
1s & wood-loving bird, too, and seldom approaches the settled districts,
go that it has not made itself so many enemies as many members of
its race have done. } ;

The eggs, two in number, aré placed in a hole in the trunk of a
tree, and the young are quite three months before they leave the nest,
and nearly three years elapse before they are fully grown; from which
circumstance it may bo gathered that they arve long-lived birds. The
sexes share the task of incubation between them, sitting alternafely on
the eggs and young. :

“The dimension and form of their wings”, write Selby and Jardine,
“and long cuneiform tail, indicate a powerful and vigorous flight, and
accordingly we are informed that in this respect they are inferion to
none of the tribe, their flight being often at a high elevation, and

accompanied with a variety of wrial evolutions, particularly befowe
alighting, which is always upon the summit of the highest trees.”

It ssems peculiar that almost the first words these birds should
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learn' to speak, and which they invariably pronounce more distinctly
than any other, should be the dissyllable “Robert”: but so it is, and*
yet-we do not think it forms any part of their natural vocabulary: all

the Macaws we have known repeat the word Robert very distinctly,

and this seems also to have been the case in the time of the authors

just quofed, who observe upon this subject: ““A. very fine one (Blue®
and Yellow Macaw) is completely domesticated at Dr. Neill’s; Canon-

mills, near Edinburgh, and allowed the freedom of several apartments;

when desirous of being noticed, it calls out “Robert”, the name of

its -carliest master, very distinctly; but it has not a.(.quu‘ed more than

one other conventional sound.”

Several instancessare on record in which the Blue and Yellow Macdw
has nested and hatched its young in this country and on the continent;
and we cannot help thinking that if the birds were more frequently
kept «in pairs than they are, there wounld be little or no difficulty in
inducing them to breed in an appropnntely furnished apartment.

The one great objedtion to the keeping of all the Macaws is their
noise, but this can, by judicious management, be certainly minimised;
once a bird has contracted the habit of shrieking, good-bye to peace
and quiet, as long as it remains in the house: tho obvious remedy
being not to permit the bird to acquire the distressing habit, which,
onge contracted, grows with its growth, and becomes intensified with
its increase in years, until at last a parting must take place between
bird and owner, and that on the part of the Jatter in absolute self-
defence.

The Blue and Yellow Macaw is an old mh'\bxtaut of the aviary, nnd
instances are on record where it has bred in captivity as far back as
the year 1818.

. M. Lamouroux, who was the owner of these birds, relates their family
achievements in the following terms: —“Tn fom years and a half, from
the month of March, 1818, to the end of Au«rust 1822, these birds
laid sixty-two eggs, in nmeteen broods. Of this number, twenty-five
eggs produced young ones, of which ten only died. The others lived,
and became, perfectly accustomed to the climate. They laid eggs at
all seasons; and the broods became more frequent and mdre productive,
in the course of time; and in the end much fewer were lost. The
number of eggs in the nest used to vary, six having been togéther
at one time; and these Macaws were seen to bring four young ones
at once. These eggs took from twenty to twenty-five days to be
Itched, like those of our common hens. Their form was that of a
pear, a little flattened, and their length equal to that of a Pigeon’s
egg. It was only between the fifteenth and five and twentieth day
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that the young ones became covered with a very thick down;: soft,
cand of a whitish slate-grey. The feathers did not begin to make
their .appearance until towards the thirtieth day, and took two months
to acquire their full growth. It was a dozen or fifteen months before
the young arrived to the size of their parents, but their plumage had
all its beauty from six months old. At three months old they
abandoned the nest, and could eat alone; up to this period they had
been fed by their father and mother, which disgorged the food from
their bill, in the same manner as Pigeons do.”

In all probability this successful rearing was owing to the care which
was taken in providing the old birds with a suitable nesting-place,
which consisted of “a small barrel, pierced, toward a third of its
height, with a hole of about six inches in diameter, and the bottom
of which contained a bed of sawdust three inches thick, on which the
eggs were laid and hatched.”

From the above interesting narrative it will be gathered that no
material difficulty is to be apprehended by any'aviarist who makes up
his mind to breed this species of Macaw in captivity. It is true we
are not told where the birds were kept, whether in-doors or in a garden
aviary; but as they are quite hardy, when acclimatised, we see no
*reason to doubt the full success of the attempt if made ont of doors
in a properly constructed and sheltered building, part of which at
least should be open to the air and light.

Nor in the matter of food would there be any difficulty in the way
of breeding these birds: for their principal diet is corn of varions
kinds, part of which should be soaked for them when they haye young,
and bread should be added as well as fruit, and such vegetables as
carrots and potatoes; and as all the Macaws fetch a good price, the
experiment, if successful, would be a remunerative one.

Tn-doors it would even be more likely to succeed than out, for in
a well-lighted room, where®an equable temperature could be maintained
all the year round, there is no doubt these birds-would keep on rearing
brood after brood from January to December, providing they were
supplied with a sufficiency of sunitable food.

If the Blwe and Yellow Macaw bretds in confinement, we see no
reason fo apprehend that the other species of the sub-family would
not+do the same; and the reason that they have not done so is that
no pains have been taken with them, for they often pair in captivity,
and solitary females not unfrequently lay.

N
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The Hon. and Reo. F. G. Dulton’s account of lhe Blue and
- Yellow Macaw (Ara ararauna).

Waar Bechstein could have meant by saying that Blue and Yellow
Macasys are not good talkers I do not know; I have had four, two
cocks and two hens. The hens did not talk, but the cocks did, and
one had a talent for talking, such as I have never met with in any
other Parrot. It not only picked up things it heard at once, but
always in the tone of the person who said it. It was impossible to
doubt whom it was imitating; the only doubt, if it was not mimicking
oneself, was, was it the Macaw or the persons themselves? I parted
- with it, however, first because I could not trust i#s temper, and secondly
because it never would leave a bough it had flown fo, if it could help
it; what may have startled it in its several flights I kndw not, but
had it been left alone, it would several times have starved to death
sooner than take wing again. When therefore it had flown out of the
garden, it did not, like the others, return when hungry, But always
had to be fetched back, and as this gave considemblc trouble when
it settled high up in a large tree, I got rid of it. I do not think
its temper would have been bad, but 1 put it in the cage with the"
Red and Yellow and it was marital jealousy that made it pch at one.
Precisely the same thing happened with the other Blue and Yellow
cock bird. He had the best of tempers, any one might do anything
they liked with him; but after he was put in the cage with the Red
and Yellow, he made efforts to drive people away. Curiously enongh
neither of the cock birds was a particularly good flyer, but the two
hens were as strong on the wing as Hawks, a hurricane would have
been nothing to them, and it was magnificent to see the dashes and
turns they would make on the wing. ' They all four had very different
characters: “Frank”, the good talker, had evidently left his heart for
mankind in* Brazil. He made distinctions, but he loved no one. “Bob?”,
the other cock, was, I think, a little “wanting”, anyone might do
what they pleased with him, and he would come to a coal-scuttle as
sopn as to his master. “Harry”, as one hen was called, was timid and
would only come to myself. I parted with her because she would
always settle on just the very leaders of my firs, etc. But I always
have regretied having done so. Her wing was cut when she made this
her practice, and no doubt had I waited till it was quite grown, she
would " have returned: home from her excursions in a more “conve-
nable” mamner. As for “Jenny”, the®other hen, she was a sf)lendid
specimen, as a bird, but she was the incarnation of greediness and

-
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- It only remains 'to say that the Bluo and Yellow M:
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\ 'Ehey are worth £5 each.







- 81

*\@LLIGER’S NEACAW.

Psittacus maracana, Russ.
Synonyms: Macracercus maracana, ViL.; Macrocercus Illigeri, BRMST. ;
Ara maracana, Gr.; Sittace maracana, FNscn.,'etc.
Grryax: Der rothrickige Arara.

THIS rare bird is a native of the southern parts of Brazil, and,
although classed with the Macaws by authors, is a much smaller
bird than those giants of the Parrot racbgvhich we have just described;

it is about the same sige as Pennant’s Parrakeet, though its much’

longer tail causes it to fppear larger.

A. dark red fox-choad rump, and belly form a marked contrast to

the garb of dusky green that clothes the back of this small Macaw,
whose wings are blue, hpped with a narrow border of a deeper shade
of the same colour; the tail is dark reddish brown, with bluish green
tips.

The female resembles her mate.

Two fine specimens are now to be seen in the Parrot House in
Regent’s Park, but are very seldom to be met with in the dealers’
hands, probably because these Macaws have no very marked pecu-
liarities to recommend them to the notice of amateurs.

At the “Zoo” the cage is placed on the upper shelf of the stand
that occupies the centre of the Parrot House, where the birds ave
badly seen, and being out of reach of the majority of the visitors, have

*not become as familiar with them, as those of their congeners who

fill a less exalted position.

It is much to be desired that a new Parrot House were built, bn
the plan of the Reptile House, where each species of Parrot could
have allotted to its use a cage of sufficient dimensions to enable it to
use its wings, and fo contain a hollow log or tree, in which many of

the  species would undoubtedly breed; many digputed points in the
I, i
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history of these intgresting birds, the Parrots, might then be readily
solved, and the poor creatures themselves would enjoy better health,
and be seen to better advantage by the public, than at present is
the case, confined as they are in miserable cages in which many of
them can barely turn themselves round.

Only for its relatively large beak, and the extended putch of naked -
‘skin that surrounds the eye, this sombrc-]ool\mg bird would appear to
be more appropriately classed with the Conures than the Macrocerel,
with which, however, the above-mentioned distinctions inseparably con-
nect it; its colours are not striking, nor is the shape of the bird elegant;
it appears to be dull and spiritless too, and to lack altogether the
vivacity and restlessness that are such conspicuous features of the large
Macaw’s character. We have seen one of these birds sit motionless
for hours, with its beak resting on oneof the side bars of its cage—
the reader must not, however, too hastily conclude that we remained
as motionless as the bird to observe jt, for we simply could not do
it; what we mean is, that having seen the bird assume the position we
have mdlcated and looked at it for a few minutes, qn our return two
héurs afterwards, wo found it in exactly the sawme spot from which
it had, apparently, never moved all that time: at liberty in an aviary
or large room, or even chained to a perch, as most of these birds,
the Macaws, are in captivity, it is very likely it would betray quite
a different disposition, and be as lively and active as any of the members
of its race.

Illiger’s Macaw is not a rare bird in its own country, the seuthern
parts of Brazil, but is very seldom imported into ' this, probably in
consequence of its sad-coloured coat, in which all the tints look as if
they had been subjected to a process of “washing out”, and the colours
had either not been “fast”, or had been imperfectly restored.

As this is one of the birds we have nof kept, we cannot say much
as to its capacity for acquiring knowledge, including the use, or rather
“imitation, of articulate speech, and other accomplishments for which so
many of its congeners have acquired a world-wide celebrity. Under
happier conditions than we have ever known it placed in, Illiger’s
Macaw might turn out a very different bird, and quite overset the
opinion we have, so far, formed of its merits. .

*The Hon. and Rev. F. G. Dutlon’s account of Illiger’s Macaw
(Ara maracana).

I way close the account of the Macaws with whose habits 1 am
acquainted with a description of Illiger’s Macaw.
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This is 2 miniature Macaw, not as large as an Alexandrine Parrakeet,
though having all the characterigtics of a Macaw. The prevailing
colour is dark green; the cheeks are bare and yellowish, the beak black.
The specimens with which I was acquainted were tame, but too moisy
for a room. I should think it would make a good talker, thongh
neither of those I saw talked. For any one who wanted to try the
experiment of turning out Macaws, but was afraid of the damage that
might be done by the larger Macaws, Illiger’s Macaw would be an
excellent bird to try. Though very good-tempered, I observed in a
pair caged together in a dealer’s shop, the same jealousy that I have
alluded to in my account of the other Macaws: no doubt the jealous
one was the cock. They are worth about £2 or £3 the pair.

For food I find Macaws require only bread and milk and hemp
seed. I have tried them with Indian corn, but they do not, secem very
fond of it. They do not eat very much bread and milk after they are
grown up, though as nestlings they live entirely on it; the principal
food is hemp seed. They are small eaters considering their size.

As to diseases, “ Bob” oceasionally had a cold in his head, and then
he was not let out for a day or two, but with the amount of libenty
my Macaws enjoy they naturally do not get ill.



84

GAROLINA RARROT, OR €ONURE.

Psittacus Carolinensis, Russ.
Syxonyns: Conurus Carolinensis, Gr., Lss., efe.;
Psittacus luteocapillus, VivL.; Psittacus ludovicianus, Vd.; Aratinga
ludoviciana, Stri.; Sittace ludoviciana, WGL.;
Oenturus Carolinensis, Aps.; Arara Carolinensis, SLe. et JED.
GerMaN: Der Karoling-Sittich. Frexcw: Perruche & téte awrore, Burrox.
\ .
\ | O Parrot inhabits so high a northern latitude as the subject of
‘the present notice, whose place in the Psittacidean family has
been a matter of much contention with aunthors, some of whom rank
it with the Macaws, and others with the Conures; and probably no
other member of the family, with the exception perhaps of the Grey
Parrot and the Budgerigar, has occupied so much of the attention of
writers, and can boast of so considerable a literature devoted exclu-
sively to itself. :

Audubon and Wilson, among American ornithologists, have filled
many pages of their works with descriptions of this well-known and,
on the whole, popular bird; while Prince Ch. Buonaparte, Wagler and
Sir William Jardine have by no means failed in paying it attention.
Bechstein and Buffon, amongst many others, have given long accounts
of this bird in their writings, not to forget the great Linnmus, who
calls it Psiftacus ludovicianus.

Jardine says: “In length it averages about fourteen inches; in extent
of wings twenty-two inches; while the Rev. J. Wood alleges that “the
total length of this species is twenty-one inches’’—a very considerable
difference; the truth lying as nearly as possible midway between the
two extremes,

The appearance of the Carolina Conute is exceedingly pleasing, the
rich emerald green of the upper plumage is relieved by the vividly
orange red of the forehead and checks, while the rest of the head and
neck are gamboge, and on the shoulder spots of orange red are inter-
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mixed with patches ‘of golden yellow: the under surface of the body
*ig yellowish green, and the outer webs of the pnmzmcs are bluish
green, passing into bright yellow at the base. The inner webs are
brown with green tips, the tail feathers are green with the inner webs
tinged brownish red. The legs and feet are flesh colour, and the eyes
light brown.

As authors disagree on the question of classification, so they are
not in accord as to the merits, or demerits, of the species under con-
sideration. Audubon observes: “the woods are best fitted for them,
and there the richness of their plumage, their beantiful mode of flight,
and even their screams, afford welcome intimation that our darkest
forests and most sequestered swamps are mot destitute of charms.”’

“QOn account of its inability to articulate, and its loud disagreeable
screams, it is seldom kept caged™, writes Selby in Jardine’s }\aturahst’s
Library; while Wilson delivers his verdict in favour of the bird, and,
as the result of actual experiment, promounces it to be “docile and
sociable, soon becoming perfectly familiar, and capable of imitating the
accents of man.”

Beochstein remarks that, “its cry is frequent, it is rather wicked,
and does not speak; but it well makes up for this by its beanty,
the elegance of its form, its' graceful movements, and its strong and
almost exclusive attachment to its mistress.” Y

“Towards its own kind”, says Wilson, “it displays the strongest
affection, and if its' companions be in danger, it hovers avound the
spot in loving sympathy.” 3

“When engaged in feeding,” continues the same author, “they are
easily approached, and numbers killed by one discharge; the work of
destruction, however, is not confined to a single shot, for the survivors
rise, shriek, fly round for a few minutes, 'md agmn alight on the very
place of the most imminent danger. The gun is kept at work; eight,

* ten, or even twenty are killed at every discharge; the living birds, as
if conscious of the death of their companions, sweep over their bodies,
screaming as lond as ever, but still return to the stack to be shot at,
until so few remain alive, that the farmer does not consider it Worbh
his while to spcnd more of his ammunition.”

Writing nearly ‘half a century ago, Audubon observes, “They could
be obtained as far up the tributary waters of the Ohio as the great
Kesshawa, the Sioto, the heads of the Miami, the mouth of the Man-
imee at its junction with lake Erie, on the Illinois river, and sometimes
as far north-east as lake Ontario, and along the eastern districts as
far as the boundary line between ergnma and Maryland. At the
present day (about twenty-five years later) few are to be found higher
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 than Cincinnati, nor is it until yon reach the mouth of the Ohio that
Parrakeets are met with in considerable numbers. I shoyld think that «
along the Mississippi there is not now half the number that existed

fifteen years ago.”

There is no doubt that at the present day (1883-4) their flocks are

Cgtill further reduced, and that one must travel much further sonth fo
find these beautiful but, to the farmer, destructive birds. Their strong
attachment to their companions. leads to’ their destraction too, as we
gather from Wilson’s experience. “Having shot down a number”, he
Isays, “some of which were only wounded, the whole flock swept re-
peatedly round their prostrate companions, and again settled on a low
tree within twenty yards of the spot where I stood. At each suc-
cessive discharge, though showers of them fell, yet the affection of
the survivors seemed rather to increase, for after a few circuits round
the place they again alighted near me, looking down on their slaughtered
companions with such manifest symptoms of sympathy and concern as
entirely disarmed me.” .

“I counld not but take notice””, continues the same author, “of the
remarkable contrast between their elegant manner of flight, and their
lame, crawling gait, among the branches. They fly very much like
the Wild Pigeon, in close, compact bodies, and with great rapidity,
making a fond and ountrageous screaming, not unlike that of the
Red-headed Woodpecker. Their flight is sometime. in a straight line,
but most usually circuitous, making a great variety of elegant and easy
serpentine meanders as if for pleasure.

“They are particularly attached to the large sycamores, in the hollows
of the trunks and branches of which they generally roost; thirty or
forty, and sometimes more, entering .at the same hole. Here they cling
close to the sides of the tree, holding fast by the claws, and also by
the bill. They appear to be fond of sleep, and often retire to their

holes during the day, probably to take a regular siesta, They are -

extromely sociable with and fond of each other, often scratching each
other’s heads and necks, and always at night nestling as close as
possible to each other, preferring at that time a perpendicular position,
supported by their beak and claws.”

There are, perhaps, few members of the family more susceptible of
domestication than the Carolina Paurakeets, providing, that is to say,
they have been reaved from the nest; or, at least, captured when quite
young: adult specimens, however, will breed freely in a large aviary,
or bird-room, if provided with suitable nesting accommodation, “A
pair”, says Dr. Russ, “bred in a small cage in my bird-room, and
brought up three, and then five, young ones.”

-
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Tt is better, seeing they are such sociable birds, to keep several
pairs together; the greatest difficulty being to distinguish the’ sexes;
the female, however, has the inner webs of the first flight feathers
black, and she has rather less of the orange-red markings of the head
and face, that are so conspicuous a feature in the male.

The ‘young are entirely green until after the first moult, when the
head and face Become yellow, and when in this immature state were
supposed to belong to a different species, and are described as such
by several writers. Latham supposed it to be identical with the Illinois
Parrot (Psittacus pertinax, Auctorum); but this is a much smaller species
found in South and Central America.

When first imported the Carolinas are generally very wild, but a
little judicions handling will soon tame them, when their shrill screams
will be much less frequently heard; for, like all the Psittacide, they
give free vent to their feelings when alarmed; and, as they are naturally
timid, the unknown excites their apprehensions, and their outcries are
a natural sequence of their alarm.

These birds are excellent parents, as might indeed be gathered from
the intense affection they display for each other, and brood and feed
their young with the utmost care and attention.

They are to be fed on canary seed, millet, oats, maize, and bread-
ernmbs; and, if they are westing, a pbrtion of the seed should be
prepared for them by soaking in cold water for a few hours.




GoLDEN-EROWNED €ONURE, OR

BaLF-NMooN PARRAKEET.

Psittacus aureus, AUCTORUM.
Synoxyms: Conwrus aureus, Gr., B, efe.; Conurus canicularis, BRMST.;
Conurus brasiliensis, Fsca.; Psittacus regqulus, Suw.;
Psittaca brasiliensis, Bess.; Sitlace awrea, Wao. ; Aratinga aurea, SPx.;
Aratinga pertinaz, Br., etc., etc. GErMAN: Der Halbmond-&tmk

THIS charming bird is a native of Sonthern America, and is smaller
than the Carolina, which it otherwise resembles, measuring about
ten or eleven inches in extreme length.
Dressed in a mantle of vivid green, its forehead is ornamented by
a crescentic “patch of a deep orange colonr, like the erescent oun Diana’s
virgin brow, behind which the feathers assume & greenish blue shado
‘on the top and back of the head, the cheeks and the neck are greemsh
gold, and the breast and abdomen a dull greemsh yellow.
The female can scarcely be distinguished from her mate; but ‘the
smaller size and fainter colour of the crescentic or half-moon patch
that gives the bird one of its English names, as well as its German

. designation, is thought to indicate the female; but we must admit that

the difference is very slightly marked, and the sexes can only be surely
recognised by the actions and demeanour of the birds.

We have no doubt that the Parrakeet deseribed by Bechstein under
the name of Psittacus canicularis belonged to the species under con-
sideration, although the old German writer called the deep orange

yellow of the half-moon markings red, and the greenish bluo shade’

of the top 'of the head sky-blue, for in other respects the descriptions
of Russ and Bechstein agree.

“It is handsome, but does not speak’, says the latter aunthor, “and
.
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although a native of South Americn, is not very delicate or difficult
to preserve.” e

This adaptability “of South Amemcan spccws, not - only of Parrots,
and other birds, but of mammals, and plants and trees, to almost every
variety of conditions in which they happen to be placed, is a curious
fact to which we have already adverted, though why this should be so
' is a question not very easily or satisfactorily answered: thus the Passion
flower is so far acclimatised that it grows freely out of doors in this
country, where it blossoms in profusion, and even matures its golden
yellow fruit: and the Green and Red-crested Grey Cardinals brave the
cold of our most severe winters with impunity; while many flowers
and birds of Southern Hurope would perish at the slightest degree
of frost, althongh the mean. temperature of their native land is not,
by many degrees, as high as that of Brazil and Demerara.

The Half-woon Parrakeets are natives of South America, where they
are cominon and widely diffused: the nest is made in a hollow branch,
where the female lays two or three white eggs. In the house they
become very familiar, and are very gentle and desirable birds: Dr.
Russ relates that a male in his bird-room was so tame that it would
fly on to his shoulder, and perch on his finger.

In their native country they do considerable damage to the rice
crops, and in captivity are to be fed on canary seed, millet and oats,
adding rice in the husk when obtainable: in fact the latter is almost*
a necessity when the birds first arrive in this country, unless they
have been accustomed to our Lurrhsh seeds on their voyage from their
native land.

There is no record of their having as yet bred in Europe, at least
that we are aware of; but should any of our readers chance either to
have successfully bred them, or to know of any ome who has done
0, we shall take it as a favour if they will kindly communicate the
partlculars to us through our Publishers, as it adds much to the
interest possessed by a species for amatenrs if the same has been
successfully reproduced in capfivity.

The Half-moon, or Golden-crowned Conure is often confounded with
. the Sun Parrakeet (Psittacus solstitialis, Lin.), which is a very different
bird, althongh a native of the same country as the Half-moon: the
gronnd colour of the Sun Parrakeet is bright citron yellow, the face,
back, breast, and ‘belly are a yellowish brownish red, the wings green
with yellow, black and blue markings, the beak 1s black, and the eyes
‘reddish yellow, so that the birds can be readily distinguished one from
the other: though the latter has occasionally been gold as the female
of the former, we do not insinuate with any intention to defraud his
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customer on the part of the dealer, but simply because the latter knew-
no better. 3 d .

It is self-evident “that dealers and amateurs must look upon birds
from a very different point of view: the former regard them as so
much merchandise merely, in most cases, and know little or nothin'g
of their habits beyond what is current in the “trade’, viewing them
from a commercial aspect chiefly, and have little acquaintance with
and care less about. their habits and requirements than is necessary
to maintain them in life, and’ if possible in health while in their pos-
session—afterwards? Ma foi, aprées moi le deluge, as a Frenchman
would say; and we have known of instances in which wrong directions
as to treatment were given to customers, so as to ensure the death
of the birds, “for the good of trade””, within a short time of their'
purchase by an inexperienced amateur.

However reprehensible such tactics may appear, and undoubtedly
are, there iz no doubt that they are very frequently had recourse to
in the trade; and in fact, in the earlier days of, our bird-keeping, we
have ourselves been deceived in the manner we have described. In
experience lies the safety of the conmoissenr against such paltry de-
ception, and he must expect to pay for it, in this. connection, as well
as in every other. There are respectable and conscientious dealers, it
_is true, who would scorn to deceive the unwary, and to men of
established reputation, with a good character to maintain, we would
counsel our readers to repair when about to purchase birds, buf there
are others who might be much more correctly described as the reverse
of honest and fair-dealing.

But even the most upright of dealers is not, necessarily, an authority
upon bird-matters, generally the very reverse; he has a certain know-
ledge of his business, it is true, but then his business is to get rid
of his goods as quickly as he can at the least risk of loss to himself;
and the highest profit he can command; but of birds we never mef
with a dealer that -had any scientific knowledge whatever: the Latin
names he might know by rote in some instances, and repeat'glibly
enough, more or less correctly; but there his knowledge- ended, and
when he assumed no more, no harm was done: but when such an
individual pretends to know all about everything concerning birds, he
can be made the subject of much quiet amusement to the naturalist
who interviews him.

We remember once going into the shop of a well-known dealer to
inquire for some Saffron Finches, of which we were then in need for
tha purpose’ of trying some experiments in the way of mule breeding,
and asking him if he had any in stock. Yes, he had a few; what
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did we want them for? ,We had heard, we =aid, that they would
breed with Canavies. Certainly, replied the dealer, button-holeing us,
affer his custom, and looking up confidently into sour face, don’t you
know that is where the ILizards come from? Cinnamons, you mean,
we replied, somewhat maliciously we must confess. OF course, replied
the dealer, Cinnamons I meant; thus revealing his utter ignorance of
the subject: for, of course, if mules were obtainable, which we doubt,
between birds of such widely divergent habits as the Saffron Finch
and the Canary, although they closely resemble each other in appear-
ance, they would be sterile, as every hybrid is: so we had a quiet
laugh at our scientific and omniscient friend the dealer, whom we have
again and again conducted into similar pitfalls, to his momentary dis-
comfiture; but so overweening is the vanity, and so consummate the
self-complacency of the man, that he promptly recovers himself and
begins again, as amusingly as ever, to air the knowledge he does not
possess, with a pompous assumption of exclusive information that is
really “as good as a play.”

Well, we have wandered an immense distance from our Half-moons,
and must hark back again; observing, in conclusion, that when they
are fairly acclimatised they are very hardy and desirable birds, which ’
we can confidently recommend to the notice of amatenrs in search of
an ornamental and agrecable addition to their collections. They are
exceedingly gentle ‘and amiable, and may be caged with the tiniest
Astrilds and all the lesser Parrakeets and Love-birds, without fear of
danger accruing to the small fry from the really formidable-looking
beaks of the Half-moon Parrakeets, which they are very expert in
exercising upon anything of a vegetable nature that may chance to
come in their way, so that they cannot be kept in any enclosure where
it is desired to grow shrubs and treés.

'
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NV HITE-EARED @ONURE

: Psittdcns leucotis, Russ.
Syxoxyms: Conurus leucotis, Gr.; Avatinga ninus, Spx.;
Sittace leucotis, WoL.; Psittacara leucotis, Vers.; Microsittace et
Pyrrhura lucotis, Br. GeryMaN: Der Weissbickige Sittich.

THIS small Conure is probably one of the prettiest members of the
sub-family to which it belongs; it is about the size of the Tur-

. quoisine, and of equally slim proportions; the greater part of.the body

is covered with dark green feathers, the face and head are deep brick
red, and the cheeks are marked by a white patch; the top of the head
is dark brown, and @ band of bluish grey cncn'cles the neck, the rump,
vent and tail are dark reddish brown.

There is little or no difference between the sexes, and these can
only be determined with any degree of certainty by watching a number
of the birds together, and securing a pair that seem, by their con-
tinual and reciprocal caresses, to have entered into the “holy bonds”
of matrimony.

Writing of this bird Mr. Wi icner remarks: “This small Conure-is
only a httlo lavger than the Australian Undn]nted Parrakeet, and was

very rare until a year or, two ago, but latterly the birds are frequently
offered for sale. I believe no other Conure will afford his owner so
much pleasure as this' one. A pair I kept for a long time ‘proved
very intelligent, lively, and hardy, and were quite free from the des-
tructive mania of other Conures, and never indulged in screaming.”

They can scream, however, and that right shrilly, too; but they are
not often guilty of such unbecoming conduct as Mr. Wiener says,
they are hardy, witness the length of time several individuals of this
species have survived in the Parrot House at the “Zoo.”

The native country of this ‘species is Brazil, where, in small flocks

of drom ten to twenty in number, they make themselves exceedingly
objectionable to the cultivators of the soil, by their depredations among
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the crops of maize, of which they destroy far more, in apparent wan-
tonness, than they can or do consume. The agriculturists, in revenge
for the loss and damage inflicted by them, kill and eat as many of
these pretty creatures as they can; and although the old birds are
most decidedly tough, the young .omes of the year, fattened on the
purloined maize, are tender and most excellent gibier: it seems a pity,
however, to put such charming birds to such a use, for there are
plenty of ugly ones to take their place on the Brazilian farmers’
tables; and, it seems to us, at the price quoted, at present at all events,
£2, and even upwards a piece, it would pay. the farmers better to
export the White-eared Conures to Europe alive, than to kill and eat
them at home; but possibly these excellent individuals are ,ignorant
of the commercial value of their little enemies, or doubtless they would
treat them in a different manner, for to eat one of them, at the figure
they now command in the bird-market, seems something like eating
gold, and the Brazilians, unless vastly changed, have a keen eye to
“the main chance”, as we remember to have heard: from some friends
who had had extensive dealings with them. 3

Mr. Wiener fed his White-eared® Conures on “millet, canary, and a
little hemp seed, with about a quarter of a sponge-cake daily”, which
is so excellent anc suitable a regimen for them, that we are not sur-
prised to hear I“'m s.y that upon it his pair “grew daily prettier.”

These birds are very pretty and gentle, and soon become very tame;
a young male, much petted and attended to, will learn to repeat a
fow words, and bec..ne a_delightful companion; they are, however,
rather shy wi*h :_.angers, and should not be unnecessarily alarmed;
if they are they wili bite, and that sharply, but their doing so is
solely the effect of fear.
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Psittacus festivus, Russ,
SYNONYMs: Amazona festiva, Scuuar.; Ohrysotis
Jestivus, Swxs., Br., Sern. v Jarp.; Chrysotis festiva, Gr., Fxscn, ete., efe.
GeryaN: Dis rothriickige Amazone.

THE Amazons are a numerous family, comprising upwards of twenty
' species, nearly all of which are inhabitants of the region watered
by the great river from which they have derived their common name,
and its tributaries, and although natives of the Tropics, or the countries
bordering thereon, they are neither delicate, nor difficult to preserve
in captivity. Some of them rival the Grey Parrot as linguists and
mimics, and all are far hardier than the latter bird.

The species under consideration is not to be confpunded with Psit-
tacus wstivus, one of its congeners, better known to amateurs, and
more frequently imported than itself. All the Amazons are of more
or less green colour, and dre chiefly distinguished from each other by
the markings of the head and face, a few by their size only, and one
or two by thmr altogether different appearance” to the rest of their
kind.

The subject of this chapter, howover, is not of the latter sort, for
it is a green bird, darker above, lighter on the lower surface of the
body, and has a red frontlet and bridle; above the eyes is a line of
blue; the wings are marked with blue and black spots; and the lower
part of the back and the rump are red: it is not very frequently im-
ported, nor much of a favourite with amateurs, as it is not a great
talker, though susceptible of being rendered very tame.

All the Amazons have short tails, averaging about four inches in
length, and the species under consideration has the outer feather on
each side margined with blue on its outer aspect, while the remainder
are green, marked with red near their bases, excepting the two middle
feathers which are wholly green.
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Selby declares that “It is docile, and easily tamed, and, being of
an imitative disposition, readily learns to pronounce words and sentences -
with great clearness and precision”, which is not at all our experience
with the species.

On the other hand, as all these birds'differ considerably in capacity
and disposition, it is quite likely that an odd specimen, now and again,
may be met with that has learned to speak as well and as clearly, as
the rest of its compatriots are backward in this respect.

Among the palm groves of its native land, the Amazon feeds luxn-
riously on fruit, but in captivity is content with a more meagre fare
of seed—seeds of various kinds, such as hemp, for which it always shows
a predilection, canary seed, maize, and nuts of every description, from
_ the cob-nut of our hedgefows, to the cocoa-nut of its native land; nor
does it despise such humble fare as monkey-nuts, and ‘in carrots and
beet seems to find a substitute for the oranges and bananas of the
tropics. N

These birds soon become very tame and domesticated, and if their
owner resides in. the country, may be permitted to wander at will
about the grounds, whence they will return to the house for their
food: it is as well, however, not to permit them to ramble far when
there is ripe fruit to be picked up «in the neighbourhood, as their
frugivorous propensities are apt under such circumstances to exert
themselves with a degree of intemsity that cannot fail to prove injurious
to the gardener: at other times they may have full liberty, which we
have never known them abuse by straying away altogether from their
home.

It is curious that a pair of these hirds will sometimes’ converse with
each other in their acquired language, but such is nevertheless the
fact. Some years ago a friend of ours had a pair of Amazons, though
we cannot now say to what particular species they belonged, that used
to talk to each other in Portuguese, which they had no doubt learned
before their impomration into this country. The effect was decidedly
peculiar, sitting one in-a pear-tree in the garden, and the other in a
clump of hawthorn near the dining-room window, they regularly answered
each other, and occasionally sang and laughed aloud, so that they were
offen taken for human beings by persons who had not seen them, and
only heard the sound of their voices in the garden. What they were
talking about, we regret we cannot say, as we are not acquainted with
the language in which their conversation was carried on.
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DUFRESNE'S A MAZON. |

' Prsittacus Dufresnei, Russ.
SYNONYM: Cinrysotis Dufresnei, Lvin, GermaN: Die Grang

THIS uncommon bird is even less frequently seen in ﬁ%tmty than
the speues we have just described; thm'o is a ﬁn% ‘example in
the London Zoological Gardens, but it is wem seldom imported by
the continental dealers. It is a native g&e Bl'imls, inhabiting
pretty nearly thg same region as the chb}, Parrot!‘ from which it is
distinguished by a brownish yellow eye-streak, or ‘bridle, and blue
cheeks and chin: the frontlet, as in théifatter species, is bright red;
the wings and tail green, streaked nnd txpped with blue, red and
black, and the “upper tail coverts a brilliant crimson.

In size this bird somewhat exceeds the eommon Amazon Parrot,
measuring from fifteen to sixteen inches in extreme length, while that
of the ordinary species is abont twelve inches; the wings are large
and well feathered, and the bird capable of strong and prolonged
flight.

On the continent it is known as the Granada Awmazon, as well as
by the name that heads this chapter, which was given it in honour
of a French naturalist, by Le lelnnt his countrymnn, the well-known
traveller. .

Notwithstanding the general family likeness to each other borne by
all the Amazons, it is probable that they belong to different species,
rather than that they are local varieties of one or two; a point,
however, which can only be cleared up satisfactorily when amateurs, or
Zioological Societies, try the etperiment of cross-breeding with some
of them, and then ascertaining whether the young so produced are or
are not capable of reproducing their kind. We are ourselves inclined
to believe that, in some instances at least, this wonld be really the
case, as happens with several kinds of Pheasants, formerly believed to
be distinct species, but now ascertained to be merely geographical
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variations of the same: and, in point of fact, there is more resemblance
between the Amazons than there is between the Golden and the
Amherst Pheasants,«the cross-bred progeny of which has been satis-
factorily proved to" be fruitful. Again, some of these Parrots are so
nearly alike, that it is difficult to believe they are not varieties of the
same species, and certainly at first sight at all events, there appears
to be much more dissimilarity between a Cochin China and a Game
Fowl, than between the Blue-fronted Amazon and its relation with the
Yellow Bridle, yet the oﬂ'spriug of the two fowls mentiongd above is
, undoubfedly froitful, proving the parents to belong to one and the
same species, for hybrids are incapable of generation.

It is true that instances have been recorded, at.various times, of
mules having given birth to offspring, but there is a strong element
of doubt in every such case that has been brought under our notice,
so strong indeed, that we are of opinion that no verdict is possible,
save the comvenient Scotch alternative to guilty, or not guilty?, viz.
not proven.

The solution'of the problem with regard to the unity of the Amazons,
is not very difficult, as solitary females bt unfrequently lay eggs in
caphwty, and would, there is no ddubt, under favourable c1rcum<tanucs,
pair, and probably bring up their young.

Few private individuals hgve the accommodation or the leisure, not
to mention the means, necessary to institute, and successfully carry
out the experiments necessary to a complete solution of this and
similar problems; but the Zoological Societies of this country and on
the continent are in possession of the requisite conditions, and to them
we must look for the elucidation of many an ornithological puzzle;
most of them, however, will not move in a new direction without o
considerable amount of external pressure, which a concerted movement
on the purt of amateurs is capable of being' brought to bear upon .
them, and we hope, in the matter of the Psittacide, will very soon be
exerted. , " :

The Hon. and Rev. F. G. Dutton’s account of Dufresne’'s Amazon.

Ta1s is a handsome bird. e is about the size of the Common
4mazou. The prevailing colour is an even green,, but the upper tail
coverts are brilliant crimson. He has a brownish line of feathers from
eye to eye over the beak, which is dark horn colour.

They are not very attractive cage-birds, I have never seen a speci-
men that talked. They are rather quiet and dull. Their food is the
game as that of the Common Amazon. 0

1, 1
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~ Brue-FronTED #MAZON.

Psittacus Amazonicits, Russ.
Syxoxyus: Chrysotis wstiva, Sywne.; Amazonicus fronte lutei et
Psittacus brasiliensis eyanocephalus, BRss.;

Psittacus cestivus, Gui., Lamy.; Psittacus aouron, Suw.; Psittacus
Amazonus et Amazona Amazonica, Scutar.; Psittacus agilis, Lirp., ete. ete.
Geraax: Der Amazonea-Papagei, Russ; Der gemeine

Amaz(:nenpap(zgci, Becusr.

{
HIS many-named bird is one of those. most frequently seen in
captivity in this country, as well as on the continent of Turope:
so well known that Bechstein, writing towards the close of the last
century could say of it: “This 8pccied is imported in so great numbers
that it i found at every bird-seller’s, and is one of the » cheapest.”’

“This bird,” he continues, “is common in the hottest parts of
America, learns to speak, is very docile, sociable, and requires only
common attention.”

“It is frequently brought to Burope,” wrote Selby, “on account of
its colloquial powers, and known, like others of its congeners, by the
common appellation of Green Parrot.” . 4

A specimen recently in the possession of a friend of ours was known
to be at deast sixty-seven years old, having been i one family for
nearly forty years, and to the last retained a remarkable degree of
health and vigour: it succumbed to an acute attack of inflammation
after a couple of dg.xys’ illness, induced by exposure for a few minutes
to a dranght.

This long-lived bird was presumably a female, for it never learned
to speak, beyond repeating, in a low whispering tone of voice, a few
short words, such as ‘Polly’, ‘Kiss me’, and go on. A post-mortem
examination was not permitted, so the question of the poor thing’s

T L e —
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sex was never determired; buf, as the males of this gpecie
very fluent talkers, the probability is that it was & female.

There are many recorded instances of these birds laying eggs in
captivity, but none, with which we are acquainted, of their having
produced young.

“Of all known animals, there are none so caleulated to attract the
attention and admiration of man, as those which appear to approximate
to hig own nature, and to partake of some of the attributes of hu-
manity. This is the case with the apes among the mammalia, and
the Parrots in the class of birds. Both exhibit some of the physical
peculiarities of man, and both present a very striking analogy with
each other. ;

“The wape, from his external form, so like the human, his gestures
and gait, the rude resemblance of his face to that of man, from the
analogous arrangement of all his organs with ours, has been regarded
ds a species of imperfect and wild man. Had he received the gift of
speech, Tike the Parrot, he woulds have passed for a genuing man in
the eyes of the multitude, who judge® always rather from external
appearances than calm and reflective examination. The Parrot js in
the order of birds what the ape is in that of viviparons quadrupeds.
It would appear, on first view, to be stjll more closely connected with
us, than the latter, because the communion of speech is more intimate
than that of mere sign and gesture. Besides, speech is the expression
of thought, while gesture is nothing but the demonstration of physical
wants. The latter is altogether corporeal, the former appertains to the
mind.

“We must not, however, consider the articulated voice of the Parrot
as a proof of the superiority of his intelligence over ‘that of other
animals, or of its analogy with our own. It isecertainly true, that the
Parrots exhibit the most perfeet brain to be found among any of the
feathered race. The anterior lobes of its hemispheres are more pro-
longed than they are in rapacious birds, and the encephalon is wider
and more flatted than long; but as to the intelligence of the bird,
compared with ours, it can only be considered that there is a point
of contact between them, as it were, but no resemblance. The Parrot’s
imitation seems purely mechanical; it articulates words, indeed, but
this cannot be deemed a true language. In the same mamuer as an
" air is taught to a Linnet with a bird-organ, so a word is tanght to
a Parrot, which he repeats without knowing wherefore. He does not
comprehend its signification, and though he may repeab it on certain
occasions, because he has learned it, he sees no réason for doing so
like man. He utters, indifferently, a prayer or an insult, and those

s are usually
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involuntary substitutions, which really prove his want of intelligence,
pass, with unreflecting persons, for a mark of wit, of irony, or of some
other quality of mind of which the animal is utterly destitute and
meapable of acquiring.

“There are two kinds of imifations: one which is altogether physical,
and dependant on similitude of organization; the other, the fruit of
reflection, volition and intelligence; the first is possessed by the ape
and the Parrot—the second by man alone; one requires nothing but
memory, and an aptitude of organic functions—the other demands a
profound study, like that of comedians and tragedians. A mere imi-
tation of the exterior, such as a brute can give, is insufficient. The
mind and soul must be moulded, as it were, on the model imitated;
this requires a certain equiponderance of mental faculties, which cannot
exist between man and a brute of any species.

“The imitations of which we have been speaking differ again in an
essential point! Tt is thus: the imitation which the animal can acquire
being totally physical, perishes withe the individual. P 2

“Many stories have been told, and repeated usqué ad nauseam, of
the marvellous deeds of these birds supposed to be consequent on their
mental faculties; indeed, most persons are in possession of anecdotes,
more or less wonderful, of particular individuals, which have fallen
under their own observation, or that of their friends—anecdotes, which
too often increase by repetition, till the true extent and character of
the original facts are lost. Parrots will certainly sometimes repeat a
word or a sentence, which circumstances may render particularly apt.
and applicable, as monkeys will sometimes use a gesture or an action'
strikingly human in its appearance; but a very slight acquaintance with
these animals will convince any reasonable person that these imitative
or mechanical qualitieg are not to be attributed to superior reagon or
sagacity; and, as much has been already said upon the subject, we
*shall not subjoin any repetition of thrice-told tales, or search’ for others
of a similar character, which, however amusing, may be considered as
destitute of instruction, and of equivocal veracity.”’—Cuvier, Régne
Animal. ? :

Without endorsing the whole of the remarks just quoted, we ‘may
observe that we have possessed Parrots, and knovi others, thut seemed
to attach @ certain significance to certain sounds; thus, an old ockatoo
of ours mever called for “Potato!” except when he saw us sit down
to dinner; and never said “Oh yon’re a beauty!” but to a child; and
again when he was angry he would exclaim, “Ol you bad Polly!”
or “Oh you rascal!” never once making use of the many endearing
expressions he was so lavish of at other times, which would tena to
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show that he had at least some idea of the use of words, some com-
prehension of the import of what he was saying.

That a Parrot is possessed of wit, or irony, is incredible, but. that
he does attach a meaning to certain words is, we think, incontestible.
It must be remembered .that some of these birds are much more
intelligent than others, and in this respect the males appear to excel
the females, which are usually incapable of learning much. To this
rule there are certainly exceptions, but these are few and far between;
a good talking bird may safely be set down as a male, and a quiet,
silent, meditative one as a female. Speech, however, being “silvern”,
and silence “golden”, it follows that the lady birds have the advantage
over their mates in the matter of true intelligence: vivent les dames!

The Hon. and Rev. F., G. Dullon's account of lhe
Blue-fronted Amazon (Chrysotis astiva).

»
Tmis, next to the Grey Parrot, is about the commonest Parrot kept.

It nover, however, fetches as low a price. One may buy'a Grey Parrot
for fifteen shillings, but Amazons are generally about twenty-five
ghillings. It is one of the best to keep, as it learns quickly to talk,
and when it becomes a good ‘talker, gives up screaming. I find thep
a better-tempered Parrof, as a rule, than the Grey. They are more
apt at imitating sounds than the Grey Parrot. The Grey does not
pick up laughing, crying, and such like sounds as the Amazon does.
The Amazon, too, has a special power of giving the idea of a con-
versation. Yon hear no word distinctly, but you would certainly say
two people were talking together. An Amazoy, too, talks much more
freely before strangers than a Grey; and certainly one that really talks
well is to be preferred to a Groy for that reason.  But though I have
had Amazons which ceased to scream when they had learnt to talk,
they are not sure to give it up, and if a Grey becomes a talker, it
almost always does. In that respect the Grey is the bebter bird to
keep. The Awmazon is unlike the Grey in this: when people notice
it, it will spread its tail and wings, and contract its pupils, like a

" Bengal Parrakeet; I have never scen a Grey Parrot do apything of

the sort. And, like the Bengal, the Amazon sometimes gives you a
mip when in_this state of excitement. . ‘

They are remarkably hardy birds, and can easily be tanght to fly
about loose, dnd find their way home. Bnt I do not let my» Amazons
out, if they are good talkers. Giving them their liberty makes them
forget their falking and return to screaming.
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- This leads me to say that in any attempt to acclimatise Parrots,
such as those attempted by Mr. Buxton at Northrepps and in Surrey,
we should ask ourselves what end we propose to gain. There seems
to be no reason® why some of the species shonld not really be accli-
matised, that is become really wild birds. The Cockatoos, I conceive,
might. But wounld it be desirable that they should? Do we want
Cockatoos added to our native birds? I imagine the farmers would
find them a great nuisance. Of cpurse, if we only want to adorn our
own grounds with various exotic species, we have only to choose the
sorts we admire most. But there are one or two species which would
be a great addition to our native Fauna, and probably' annoy no one.
It" astonishes me that greater efforts have not been made to acclimatise
the Badgerigar. There have’ been times when this lovely bird has
been brought over in such quantities, that it has been sold for two
shillings and ninepence a pair. Those people who have aviaries might
do something. The difficulty is with the first lot'tiug ont.© A bird
let out for the first time has to be followed up. One must not only

know where it is, but it must know where its master is. After it has .

once or twice come back to its cage, tho difficulty is over; and this
is what makes®it 50 easy to train Cockatoos, Macaws, Amazons, and
Grey Parrots to liberty. They are easily seen and heard, and if they
have flown too far are striking to strangers, so that one is quickly
p.ut on their track. But Budgerigars are so small, that they are easily
lost sight of. Acclimatising them might be done in one of two ways.
Either the experiment may be tried with single specimens which are
very tame, so tame as to fly on to the hand; or with great numbers
which have been accustomed for some time to be fed near the wire
of an out-door aviary. One might trust to some of the number coming
back to feed, and so bringing the others, till they had learned to find
their own food., Of course the experiment will best succeed in a very
strictly preserved country, where all the proprietors are friends. The
Hawks will be shot, and a word to the gamekeepers will save the
Parrakeetd from a like fate. Blue Mountain Lories, I think, might
also be acclimatised, and with advantage. It would be a great ad-
ditional beauty to our woods, were so splendid a bird to be seen
amongst them. The Platyeeri, T am afraid, are too shy and timid to
be likely birds for successful experiments; but Amazons and Greys
are not at all birds to try. - Their whole recommendation is for strictly
cage birds, and they can always be bonght so cheaply, that there is
but little mdvantage to be gained from their geclimatisation, They are
not particularly beautiful, and their natural cries are far from being a
sound to be added to those of our woods.
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The food of the Amazons consists of bread and water, hemp, canary
and millet seed, half-boiled Indian corn, nuts and fruit.

As to their diseases, they are ‘sometimes taken with sickness, and
apparent indigestion. T have always found the best remedy for this
state of things to be a little carbonate of soda added to their water,
A fow dried red chilies, now and then, are very good for them. They
should always have a piece of wood to gmaw—fir or larch is best, if

procurable.
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OR {BE W/AILLANT'S

Psittacus Le Vaillanti, Russ.
Chrysotis Le Vaillanti, Gr.; Psittacus ochrocephalus, Lensr.
Gerafan: Der doppelte Gelbkopf, Russ:

HIS remarkably fine bird rivals the world-renowned Grey Parrot

as a mimic, and volumes might be filled with anecdotes, more
or less anthentic, of its performances in this respect, but eui bono?
It is found in the northern portions of South *America, including
Guiana, Surinam, and Venezuela.

A glance at the illustration will give the reader a more perfect
idea of the bird, than ten pages of lofter-press could do. It is one
of the largest of the Chrysatis sub-family of the P.-u'lhu:a.'c’m, consider-
ably exceeding in size the Grey Parrot, and approaching that of the
Cockatoo, but its short tail, barely four“inches in length, gives it
the appearance of being a smaller bird than it really is.

The dense fogests of its native land abound in nuts and fruits of

many and various kinds npon which the Amazon Parrots subsist for

thie most part, although not averse to maize, for the sake of which
they often make incursions on the cultivated grounds, and pay for
their thievish propensities with their liberty, for the cultivators cateh
them with limed twigs, and forthwith sell them into hopeless slavery.
Such Parrots, however, rarely become absolutely tame, and never make
good talkers; to educate, thoroughly, one of these creatures it must be
brought vp from the nest by hand, and by the time it can eat alona
it will not only be perfectly familinr with its foster-parent; but have
probably learned to repeat some words, if not a sentence or two.
Like most of the productions of Tropical South America, the Donble-
fronted Amazon is perfectly hardy, and would certainly become accli-
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matised in our woods were it not for the unhappy propensity, common,
alas! to every class of society in these civilized (?) islands, to shoot
and destroy a strange bird the moment it ventures to put in an appear-
ance; so that experiments, of the highest interest to naturalists, have
been utterly frustrated, though not undertaken without considerable
expense, simply on account of this wanton and barbarous habit of
“potting”’ anything strange and unusual in the shape of a feathered
fowl: indeed so strong is this inherited propensity in some people that
more than one stranger has been hooted, and even stoned in a remote
village, for no other reason in the world than becanse he was a
stranger: and to the same cause is doubtless referrible the irresistible
propensity common to the entire fair sex, of picking to pieces, meta-
phorically, a sister whom they chance to see for the first time: but
after all, our boasted nineteenth ceytury civilization and refinement is
a very thin veneer, strain it but a little, and it forthwith cracks, and

. shows, unpleasantly enongh, the disagreeable savagery that lies hidden

close beneath. Well, probably our coat, of paint, or gilding, or what-
ever we like to call it, will grow thicker in due time, and become a
real thing, and then we shall cease to stone and stare at a stranger,
whether male or female, and to kill strange birds.

To return to our Double-fronted friend, of which a very good example,
from which our illustration is taken, exists in the Zoological Gardens
in the Regent’s Park, where it has lived, without water, for several
years. Now, although we are perfectly well aware, as a writer in that
grandmotherly Review, The Saturday, recently pmntcd ont, that Parrots
can exist without drinking, we maintain that it is unnatural for them
to do so; and granted that in their wild state some of them, Psittacus
erithacus for instance, seldom resort to the water-courses, it should be
remembered that in the countries where these birds are found the dew
falls very heavily, and the leaves during the night are safurated with
moisture, which, on more than one ‘occasion, we have seen birds,
Parrots included, eagerly sucking before they left their roosting-places
to scek their food in their accustomed haunts: but in captivity, where,
as often as not, their food consists of dry sced, they have no oppor-
tunity of drinking dew, and require to be supplied with water, if they

_arg to be kept in health. It is no answer to say that they can live

without drinking; the question is; dods it make the poor things suffer?
and there can, we think, be no doubt that it does.. In mo other part
of the world with which we are acquainted does the absurd custom
prevail, and when we have mentioned it to foreigners, our statement
has been received with an astonishment bordering on incredulity.
On the authority of an observer (Beobachter) in Venezuela, Dr. Russ, |,



106 DOUBLE-FRONTED AMAZON.

in his excellent Handbook, remarks: “Of all Parrots found in this
region the one-under consideration learns to speak the most readily
and distinctly”; and this appears to be the general verdict with Le
Vaillant’s Amazon, which English dealers commonlyespeak of as the

Double-fronted; why, it would be rather difficult to say, seeing that

the face of the bird is all of one colour, namely, a pale yellow; the
ghoulders are red, and the rest of the body green, darker above, and
of a lighter shade on the under surface.

The Hon. and Rev. F. G. Dutlon’s account of the
Le Vaillant's Amazon (Chrysotis Le Vaillanti).

ACCORDING to my experience, the cleverest and most accomplished
birds are found in this family, though their powers of talking vary a
good deal with individuals. T have had three, varying from one, quite
the cleverest and most charming Parrot I ever had, to anothen which
was quite as distinguished for its want of cleverness and amiability.

My clever one I bought in Brest, from an old couple. I suppose
the man had been a sailor: the home appears to have been a place
where strength rather than choiceness of language was the rule. It
would have been impossible for me to have kept the bird, had it not

~ been French. Its language was enough to make one’s hair stand on

end. But it sang several songs, did the soldiers’ exercises, and had
many: other phrases, all of which it repeated whenever I wished it. I
imagine it would always have done so for the person who fed it;
otherwise it would not talk for all the world. It would always.talk
for any labowrer or any man with a gruff voice, be he French or
English, and swear too. It laughed with as vulgar a laugh as one
can well conceive. I gave one hundred francs for it, but it was well
worth three hundm.d. I suppose its talent was too much for it, for
it ‘died about two years or so' after I bought it, of cancer on the
brain.

Before this I had been very much taken with one I had seen in
some lodgings in London, and so procured one for myself from Liver-
pool. *I bought it quite young, and it only proved a moderate talker
while I had it. I ought to have said that my French one was abgo-
lately good-tempered: 1 could dd anything with it. I had to hold it
while it underwent a cruel operation in the hope of cure. Of course
during the operation I held it in a fowel. But the moment it was
over, it had not the least resenfment. y C

The Liverpool one was not so good-tempered, but I do not kmew
that T kept it long enongh to try. I doubt if I was patient enongh:
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DOUBLE-FRONTED AMAZON, 107

I ought to have kept it longer, for I rather think these birds take
several years to get to their full pcmors

The last one I had I bought partly from pity, and -pdr(lv in memory
of “Cocot”, the*French one. It had lost an eye, but I was assured
it had been a fine talker. However it never uttered a word with me, .
and was incurably morose. I made it sit on my finger, and taught
it not to bite me, but it would dash-at anybody who went near the
cage. I eventually lost it by turning it out. It never would eat
anything but hemp seed, and this of course stopped my having any
chance of taming it by giving it luxuries. Few Parrots resist sponge-
cake or pea-nuts, but this refuscd everything but hemp seed. I expect
it had been canght old. If I were buying a “Double-fronted™ Amazon,
for that is the name by which dealers call them, I shounld try and
buy a cock bird; and for that purpose I should choose one with as
yellow'a head as possible. The amount of yellow may not entirely be
a question of sex. I dare say as the birds get older they get a
greater amount of yc]low on the head, but I always think the male
bird has a yellower head than the female, and for talking I would
always rather have a male bird, just as I would for singing.

I have come to the conclusion that as a pet for a cage bird, for

" my experience is confined to cages, as I have no aviary, the best

Parrot is a Jardine’s Parrot (Pmocephalus Gulielmi), the next, a Double-
fronted Amazon, and the third, a Grey. '
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PARROT.

Psittacus menstruus, Russ.
SyvoxvMs: Pionus monstruus, Gg.; Pionias menstruus, Worr., Fxsch.,
' ete., ete, GERMAN: Der blaukopfige Portoriko-papagei.

THIS is a very handsome bird, with a very unbecoming name, but
naturalists are not over particular when an nppellatxon suits them,
the general colour is dark grass green, the upper wing coverts  are
" greenish olive, with a bronzed reflection in certain’ lights, and the
Jower green; the head and neck are violet blue, the ears are black, the
tail dark green, the lower tail coverts pnrple, and the vent blood-red. *
Male and female are exactly alike in general appearance; it is another
Brazilian species; but extends into La Plata. Y

Wagler separated this bird from the genns Psitfacus, and formed
it, with sorhe other species, into a separate genus which he- dtsnngmshed
by the term Pionus, but it seems to us a pity to multiply * genera
on such slight, and, to onr mind, inadequate grounds. ‘The characters
of the former genus, Psittacus, according to Wagler, are—Bill strong,
proportionate, the npper mandible with the culmen slightly narrowed,
the tip, with its under surface, rongh with elevated ridges, strongly
toothed or emarginate, under mandible slightly compressed, with the
cutting edges sinuate. -

In the latter genus, Pionus, the characters given are—The bill large,
the culmen biangulate, the tomiw sinuate, but not distinectly toothed.
Differences, surely, scarce sufficient to warrant the creation of two
genera, where the general appearance, and, especially the habits, no
less than the habitat of both are, in almost every instance, identical,
or at best so slightly divergent as to point to generie unity, and con-
centration being the order of the day in other circles, we have no
hesitationy in including the subject of the present notice with the rest
of the short-tniled Parrots, of which the Amazons and the Grey are
the most familiar examples. . .
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RED-VENTED PARROT. + 109

The Red-vented Parrot is not very commonly seen in this country,
and consequently commands a high price, which is, in our opinion at
least, quite out of proportion to its merits, for, although undeniably
handsome, and as a rule very tame, it makes, at best, a very poor
talker, but different specimens vary a great deal in intelligence and
capacity for acquiring human speech.

The Hon. and Rev. F. G. Dutlon’s account of the Red-vented
Parrot (Pionus menstruus). '

Way this bird should be called the Red-vented Parrot, zoologists
only know! It is true it has a red vent, but that is quite the least
noticeable point about'it. The distinguishing part of its plumage is
its violet head and meck, and it is much more aptly named by the
French, Le Pervoguet a camail blew.

It is much smaller than the Amazon, but about the same size as
the White-fronted Amazon. The beak is horn colour, with a red spot
on each side of the upper mandible. The head, neck, and part of the
breast are bluish violet, and ‘the feathers on the belly are tipped with
blue. The bird is green on the back, but the wings are a yellow
green. The vent, as the name implies, is tinged with red. The tail
is green, with red at the root of the inner web of the first three
feathers.

Bechstein says the bird confes from Guiana, does not talk, and is
very tame and gentle. These remarks I can endorse. All the Pionuses
I have seen have been very tame and gentle. Mine took a strong
dislike to one man, but the rest of the world could do what they pleased
with it. It was very quiet, never screamed, but never learnt anything.
It was a stupid bird. It never made any distinction except in the
one case I have mentioned. It had no more affection for the person
who fed it than it had for any one else. When it flew, it settled on
the ground’ and remained where it lit. It had no idea of coming
home again. It was lost owing to this, Tt flew away, and we did
not see where it lit. We could not find it, and it probably fell a
prey to a fox. It never washed. Its food is the same as for an

Amazon.
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Prsittacus violaceus, Russ. y
SyxoxyyMs: Pilonus violaceus, Fxscw.; Pionus purpureus, WoL.;
Pionias violaceus, Be, German: Der Veilchenpapagei.

HIS is a very handsome bird, abont the size of a small Grey

Parrot (P erithacus): the plumngo is blue and violet of different
shades, with some brownish markings on the face, and a very narrow
eye-streak or bridle of a deep red colour; the pnmnnes are black,
bordered with deep blue on the outer edges, the tail is purple, and
the under surface of the body has a brownish tmge washed with
purple.

It is an active and. lively bird, and Jooks as if it-might become a
talker, if taken in hand when young: it is a native of Brazil, and, as
usually happens with the birds of that country, quite hardy, and easily
kept on a diet of seed.

It is very seldom imported, and we do not recollect ever having met
with a specimen in the dealers’ shops, but the London Zoological
Som’ety possess an individual of this species that has been in their
possession for some time, a proof, if any be W:mtma, that it is not
delicate, or difficult to keep; for few of the Psittacide attain to a
great age in the “Parrot Honse,” always, of course, excepting the
veteran Vasa, who has lived there since 1830! and still appears to be
in the enjoyment of a fair amount of health and vigour.

The Violet Parrot, like the Red-vented, is usually placed in Wagler’s
genus Pionus, but is, nevertheless, a thorough Psittacus in shape and
habit, and is an extremely lively and interesting bird, and were we
writing a scientific instead of a familiar history of these birds, we
should have no hesitation in restoring it tq its place in the latter
genus, as instituted by Kuhl, who divided the Psittacide into five
groups or sections, namely, Araine, the Macaws; Plyctolophine, the
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Cockatoos; Psittacine, the Parrots proper; Conuritie, the Long-tailed .
Parrakeets; and Psittacaline, or Dwarf Parrots—an arrangement which
has no doubt its advantages, but which is, nevertheless, somewhat too
condensed, especially with regard to the fourth division, which includes
in it such widely differing birds as the Ring-necked Bengal Parrakeet,
and the Green Leek of the Australian colonists.

The Hon. and Rev. F. G. Dulton’s account of the
. Dushy Pionus (Pionus violaceus).

Twis bird is the same size as the Red-vented Pionus. Its feathers
are dark grey, almost black, tinged with violet. Precisely the same
remark applies to it that apply to the former bird. The one I kept
was tame and gentle, but showedy no disposition to learn. I had it
ag a nestling, and T am not sure but that it did know me apart from
others. At any rate it made an incipient noise when I was in the
room. I had to feed it, and I suppose it found it less trouble ta be
stuffed by me than to feed itselfi—at any rate its clamour for me to
come and feed it was incessant.

I saw the other day a Pionus senilis, which is very like the Dusky
Pionus, only that it has a white forehead, which could whisper “Pretty
Polly” in a very small voice. “This is the only case I have known
of a Pionus talking. Its price wa$ £2. Tt was very tame, and when
I say that I love a tame bird, and did not buy it, I give my opinion
of Pionuses more plainly than if T took pages in which to state it.
They are really too dull.
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