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STARLING.

STARE. COMAMON STANRLING, COMMON STARE.

SOLITARY THRUSIH, (THE YOUXG,)

Stirnwz vulgaris, I'exxaxt. Moxraoo.

SEUrNut— .\ o o o n ol Fulgaris—Commeon.

Tims well-known bird is an inhabitant of the north
of Furope, being found in Russia, Siberia, Sweden,
Denmark, and Norway, as well as in Turkey, [taly,
and all the countrics bordering on the Mediterrancan:
in Madeira also, the Canary Islands, and the Azores.
In Asia too it dwells, in Asia Minor; and in TIndia,
in Nepaul and the Ilimalayan Mountains; in China
also, and Japan. In Afriea likewise it is found, even
so far south as the Cape of Good Hope.

In our own country it is ::‘V(‘I'}"'-'-'h(‘l'(‘ to. be met
with, from the Orkney and Shetland Islands to Corn-
wall, but in the latter chiefly as a winter visitor, few
remaining to breed.
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STARLIMG.

Starlings are common even in London: many couples
constantly breed in Gray’s Inn Gardens, where they
may be seen daily. They are guite nomerous in
Kensington Gardens and Hyde Park; so my {fricud
W. F. W, Bird, E=q. informs me.

In some parts of Sgotland thr.*_'l.' are abundant, in
others less common.

In Treland also they are extremely abundant, bug
are scen in the greatest numbers in the winter, numerous
flocks, great and small, migrating from Scotland to the
north of the island, from whenee they spread themselves
to the south. They generally proceed onward without
halting, but occasionally they do. In one or two
instances thev have heen observed, once on the 23rd.
of March, by the late William Thompson, Esq., of
Belfast, returning by the same route. They generally
arrive between eight and ten o'clock in the morning,
few coming after that hour, exeept when the wind is
high, and then the flicht is protracted until noon; if
very stormy, they do not come at all. They probably
commence their flight very early in the morning. If
circumstances have delayed their migration, they make
up for lost time by an increase in numbers.

In Orkney, they exist in immense numbers, and may
be seen in flocks of thousands.

They are partially migratory, or rather maveable,
in some places at some seasons.

So early as the latter end of the month of June, as
spon, in fact, as their voung have been sufficiently
educated, Starlings begin to collect together in flocks
of twenty or thirty, and, as the season advances, each
of these is severally added to by recruits from other
families, who join them in their flights, and so the
original party ‘crescit eundo’ until in the end a wvast

l'h,
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mass is congregated. In the evening they collect in
troops of thousands in the reed-beds which adjoin the
river or the lake, especially in the fen districts of
Lincolushire, Essex, Cambridgeshire, and Huntingdon-
shire, and their harsh cry may be heard at a great
distance, sounding almost like the noise of a steam
saw-mill; so they also do in numbers towards the end
of "the summer even in gardens and on houses, and
only after a great chattering retive to rest. ‘Their
habits, therefore, are social at these portions of the year,
and evin in the Dbreeding-season many pairs will
frequent the same locality, if it presents a sufliciency
of favourable situations. They are very assiduous in
their care of their young. 'They frequently may be
scen in company with different other species, such as
Redwings, Fieldfares, Wood Pigeons, Jackdaws, Plovers,
and especially Rooks, a common purpose bringing them
together on neutral ground. They are occasionally a
little quarrelsome over some mutual “bone of contention,"
but in general they live peaccably together, nor do they
molest other birds. In barren districts they roost at
night all the year round in the holes and crevices
where they have built, but in other parts of the country,
where a choice of shelter is afforded, they repair to
different situations for the purpose. They are good
enough to eat, but rather tough, and slightly bitter.

Starlings are intelligent, quick, and sprightly birds,
and have a retentive memory.

Their flight is straight, strong, vigorous, and rapid,
performed with regularly-timed beatings of the wings:
on the ground they walk with alternate steps. ‘Lhey
alight in an abrupt manner on the open pasture, and
immediately disperse, running nimbly along in earnest
search of food, which if discovered underground is
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uprooted from thence. “During their search they are
seldom altogether silent, some individuals commonly
kecping up a chattering noise, and occasionally uttering
a low scream, when interfered with by others. 'This
scream lbrnlongnl .'Ltll.l i.r'i'_:hh'tu-t! iz the 'i.“|ILIII.I[;'.:IH af
alarm, and when heard from one or more of the Hoclk,
they immediately cease their scarch, look up, and if
they should judze it necessary, fly offf with speed 1o
another generally distant part.”

rJ'h(‘.}‘ sometiimes juill Hi:_;‘]lr:\ of other bivds in the wir,
such as Lapwings, and scem to keep in the van, and
lead and guide the others backwards and forwards., It
is a beautiful sight to wateh a cloud of these birds,
dividing in a moment into various detachments, and
again as suddenly re-uniting with as mueh harmony as
the ranks of the best disciplined army. They assume
in these flichts all manner of shapes, even that of a
Lalloon, and if threatened by a Hawk, present a denze
and compact mass, resistant on every side.

The late Dr. Stanley, Bishop of Norwich, well de-
seribes the flight of a large flock as follows:—“At first
llu."‘.' Ill.il';h[_ be scen .'|ll‘.':|.1.nri1r:4 |1'LI-_:51 in the air like o
dark cloud, which, in an instant, as if by magic, became
almost invisible, the whole body, by some mysterious
watchword or signal, changing their course, and present-
ing their wings to view cdgeways, instead of exposing,
as before, their full expanded spread.  Again, in another
moment, the clond might be seen descending in a
_L:I'ut‘t'i'nl EWeep, 50 as almost to brush the carth as lht.-}'
glanced along. 'Then once more they were seen spiring
in wide circles on high, till at length, with one simul-
tancous rush, down they glide, with a roaring noise of

till the vast mass buried itself unscen, but not

wing,

unheard, amidst a bed of reeds, projecting from the
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bank adjacent to the wood; for no sconer were they
Iu:rchud, than every throat seemed to open ilsulr, furmiug
one incessant confusion of tongues. If nothing disturbed
them, there they would most likely remain, but if a
stone was thrown, a shout raised, or, more especially,
il a gun was fired, up again would rise the mass, with
one unbroken rushing sound, as if the whole body
were possessed but of one wing, to bear them on their
ll]]“'ll.'l'i]. ﬂig!lt.”

When sweeping down to settle to rest for the night,
some  would appear to :1light at each duscunt, while
the bulk of the flock fly round and round, until the
whole conclude their mancuvres, and join the first
settlers in their roosting-place.  Where the reeds are
|‘1]:llllf usc ﬂr, l“'L'I.I'_'iI. di'l.l'l.li'l.gﬂ i‘.‘a f_'ﬂ'l.l:."t'{l !J}" l]]L" hrﬂﬂ]{iﬂg
them down.

Their food consists of inscets, eaterpillars, grasshop-
pers, worms, snails, grain, fruits, and seeds, and in
scarch of each severally of these they may be seen
now sweeping off from their sccure retreats in the grey
old church-tower, or the ‘““cool grot” of the lonely clilf
+that overhangs the pebbled beach of the glorious ocean,
and hurrying to the ploughed field or the farm-yard,
the quiet cow-fold and the pasturing herd; now perching
on an adjoining wall, and now on the back of a familiar
sheep, and now whistling their quaint ditty from the
housc-top or the neighbouring tree. In the winter, in
very hard weather, they frequent the sea-shore, turning
over, “'i[i!. i bLI.l:llIL'Ii U[IL‘lli“g -'nl."{]. l‘?irlil]g Uf lllﬂ I.Ii.“.’
the stones which hide the marine insccts. They also
swallow a litde gravel to aid the dig::s!.iuu of their
food.

On sunny days, even in winter, they may be heard
gurgling a low and not unpleasing note, which, when
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the result of the “concerted music” of a flock, forms a
body of sound to which you like to listen. Meyer
compares their common call-note to the words starling,
star, or stoar. Both male and female sing, but the
latter the least. Starlings are easily kept in confinement,
and may be taught to articulate various words; but
those who can take a “*Scatimental Journey” with the
talented Sterne, will lament for the poor bird in the
cage, and will wish that they had not heard its mel-
ancholy “I can’t get out! I can’t get out!™
Nidification commences about the |.It'_'i“|][]|_:.|"' or middle
of April. Starlings build 1n church-steeples and  in
holes of the walls and houscs, towers, or ruins, as also
in those of trecs,as well as in eliffs and rocky and
precipitous places; at times in dove-cotes and pigeon-
houses, as also in caverns and under rocks, and even
have been known to occupy the holes deserted by
rats, and more or less fushioned for themsclves. In
Woburn Park, Bedfordshire, I am informed by Mr.
George B. Clarke, that Starlings have built some dome-
shaped nests in Scotch firs, the entrance placed near
the branch of the tree, the nest being made of coase
grass, and lined with fine grass. Ile also mentions
in “ULhe Nataralist,” volume i., page 214, some built in
Lrecs that were fIl.:I.iil.: ﬂ.‘lt; and .'l:__{:tiu, page llﬁ, that
he has known them feloniously and burglariously cecupy
the holes previously excavated by Sand Martins  for
themselves, contrary to **Martin's Aect;” and J. Me” Intosh,
Esq. also, at page 204, deseribing a famous chesnut
tree in the grounds of Canford House, Dorsctshire, one
of five planted by John of Gaunt, meutions that at its
Luse was a colony of rubbits, in the trunk a nest of
cats, and immediately above the latter, one of Starlings.
I'he nest is large, and fabricated of straws, roots,

L
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portions of plants, and dry grass, with a rade lining
of feathers and hair e birds will sometimes resort
most pertinacionsly to the same building-place, in spite
of .every opposition, discouragement, and blockade. In
one instance, the ecis have been said to have been
found in the nest of n Magpie.

The eros, four or five to six in number, are of n
delicate =J||-' blue ealour: some lhave o few black Llnr.-l

Incubation lasts about sixteen days: hoth birds feed
the young.

Male: length, nine inches and a quarter to nine and

half; bill, pale yellow, except close to the base;
iris, dark chesnut brown, sometimes yellowish; the
head, which is much flattened on the crown, trending
straicht back from the bill, as also the neck, nape,
chin, throat, breast, and back, black, splendidly glossed
in different lights with purple, bronze, copper-colour,
_:[-1}']. and ereen, the latter ll['i'illlniill.lti.li_!{ on the neck
and head, and each feather minutely tipped with pale
brownish white, white, or cream-coloured round or
triangular-shaped spots, which wear out in the spring;
in very old birds the head and neek in front are without
any of the white spots.

The wings, which expand to the width of one foot
three inches and a half to three-quarters, and reach to
within [h|r_'q‘—u‘l'|::ll'tl rs of an inch of the I'.iII of the tail.
have the first feather very short, the third the longest,
the second the next, the fourth the next, the remainder
slowly graduated, shorteming by about a quarter of an
inch each; greater and lesser wing coverts, dusky,
edged with pale reddish brown; primaries, secondaries,
and tertiaries, dusky, their outer webs more or less
zlossed with green, and margined with light brownish

red. The tail is short, and of twelve feathers, dusky
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in colour, their outer webs more or less glossed with
green, and margined with light brownish red; uapper
tail coverts, black glossed with green, and edged with
pale rust-colour; under tail coverts, black, bordered
with white. Legs and toes, brownish red; elaws, dusky.

The female is rather less brilliant in colour; length,
nine inches and a quarter; bill, blackish brown; iris,
dark hrown; the spofs on the hreast are ]:ll'_;_:("l' than
in the male. The wings expand to the width of a
little over one foot three inches. Legs and toes, reddish
brown: claws, hlackish.

The yvoung assume the adualt plumage after the first
moult, but are much more spotted, and most extensively
and almost dazzlingly so, and in a strikingly handsome
manner; with age the spots graduoally become less.
The bill is at first shorter than in the old bird; it is
blackish brown with paler edges, the upper mandible
having a slight notch close to the tip, which becomes
obsolete in the adult; iris, brown. The whole plunmgc
15 a :1"1]_. uniﬂ.‘n‘ul, lustreless light gl‘[r}'ie‘h er{:-wu, except
the chin, which is much pJIur, approaching to grc}'Ia]L
white. In this stage it has been described as a separate
species, under the name of the Solitary Starling, or
Solitary Thrush. Legs and toes, reddish brown; the
claws, dusky, are at first shorter than in the old bird.

An albino variety was shot at Westray, in Orkney,
in the spring of 1846. These not very unfrequently
occur, also buff-coloured ones. Mr. Chaffey, of Daod-
ington, lent, has in his possession two of these birds,
pure white, shot in the Isle of Sheppy, and also another
cream-coloured one. Mr. Charles Eaton, of Ipswich,
writes me word that he has another of the last-mamed

variety, shot by him at Branford, on the 21st. of July,
1852.







RED-WINGED STARLINCG.

RED=-WINGED BLACKBRIRD. RED=-WINGED MAIZE-DBIRD,
MARSH DBLACKBIRD. SWAMDP HBLACKDIRD, CORN-TIIIEF.

MAIZE-THIEF.  STARLING.

Kt P dulorins, LLurnnock. Wirsox.
HE R, BUuoNAPARTE
ERICHF NS, Swarxsox aND Rromannsox.
Sturnws—A Starling, Pradatorina—DPredatory.

Tris handsome bird is an American species, and as
abundant there, throughout the whole of the northern
continent, as here it 1s rare,

One, a male in nearly adult plumage, was shot near
!l.-.]l.--.]r_!; Broad, twelve miles from Norwich, in Norfolk,
in the month of June, 1842; and another was said to
have been seen in company with it at the time. The
circumstance was recorded by the Rev. Richard Lubbock,
in the “Zoologist,” volume i., page 817. Another was
shot in some reeds at Shepherds’ Bush, about three
miles from London, on the Uxbridge road, in the
autumn of 1844, Edwards had previously referred to
another specimen, likewise shot in - the neighbourhood
of London.

This Starling mi::_:_'a'ntr_-:; southwards, for the most part,
as winter begins to come on, that is to =ay, about the
first of November, and again retraces its way in the

spring, commencing its return at the end of Mareh,

VoL ni;
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or even earlier, but seldom completing it before the
beginning of May. Numerous, but small parties, ob-
servable at all hours of the day in constant succession,
travel together.

Similar in its habits to our English species, the bird
before us is social and gregarious, and as the shades
of evening beesin to close in, millions assemble torether
in the marshes and beds of reeds, and E]u*l.'t', 11[|.]|-¢'-:._
disturbed, Ihn-_‘t' pass the night. If, however, a sun is
fired, up ‘en masse¢’ the whole population arises, and
]u*r]Lu'uh every ‘n-l.rie-r_x of evolution in the air, now
wheeling high overhead, now gliding down close to the
surface, silent while on the wing, but commencing a loud
and clamorous chuckling on alighting, after which they
remain quict during the rest of the night. The wvast
and coontless multitudes of these birds which thus
unite together, present in their various phases an aspect
which Wilson deseribes as grand and even sublime.
At times th'«‘}' come on like a llugﬂ black L‘luui_l, driven
before the wind with Emputuuuﬁ ﬂ_lrcu_. or :-ui.]df_-n[y
rise from the ground with a neoise like thunder. Now
they alight on a sudden, descending to some resting-
place like atorrent, and, again on the wing, they present
a splendid appearance, the innumerable wings of the
vast body glittering like an army, their vermilion
uniform shining all the brighter in the sun from its
contrast with the rest of their sable plumage: or the
latter is turned towards you—a changeable ‘Rouge ot
noir,” your indulgence, kowever, in the amuscment of
which, will leave no vexation or trouble behind, but
the peaceful delight which the contemplation of nature
never fails to yvield to the devout.

Towards the beginning or middle of August the

voung birds begin to fly in flocks, and chicfly associate
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by themselves, there being sometimes not more than

two or three old males observed in a flock of many
thousands. These birds are sold for eating, but they
are considered rather dry and tough. Like their Eu-
ropean cousins, they become very doeile in captivity,
and miy L-.Lwi]}' bie l:m_'_:'.'n[ to repeiit short ]Tll.l'.1'-f"-'.. or
to whistle tunes with great exactness. While the
female is sitting, and still more so after the young are
hatched, the male exhibits groat uneasiness if any
intruder approaches the nest; and if the danger appears

increase, his .l.*t.xir-1_r and restlessness increase with
it, until the neichbouring birds are alarmed likewise,
and mingle their notes of distress and azitation with
his.

An -|~I<'I1li-'.:=irl-_: nllt:mlil_t' of Frin is devoured h}.‘
these hirds, who are therefore under the ban of the
farmer, but, says Audubon, that they have proved highly
serviceable, before they have commenced theiv ravages, is
Lri-m]::. O |I:!:,||. \s soon as thie corn '|u-_-_:|||- to _'_[r'|'|||'!||:|rl'.
the Red-winged Starling, in company with other devas-
tating species, is occupied throughout the day in pulling
,up and devouring the plants, returning to the work
af -:IH!.i:L'Lil.Ill as often as driven away. “'ht':ﬂ, ||1:|i..f_t~,
and corn of every species 15, preyed on, rice also,
and all manner of seeds and berries, and likewise inscets
and caterpillars, but these latter ounly, or chiefly, when
in lack of the former, thougzh as they search for them
at such times with unremitting assiduity in every sit-
uation and place, the numbers they destroy must be
incaleulable. When the corn is I'r':llil'l|, 1h|'_~. AELANHIT
the right of gleaning in the fields, and not content
with this privilege, they afterwards follow the crop to
the farm-yard, and there too pilfer all that they can

from the harvest-home. Any mdirect bencht therefor
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that they may have been of, is lost sight of the
presence of the direct injury, and tens of thousands
of the maranding multitudes are slaughtered, though still
no apparent diminution is made. At night the reed-beds
are set fire to, and as the cloud of birds rises from
it: HY rr.‘:_?'illu'ﬂi. of shootoers I.i.t‘uL'll:l.]:_:l' 'h'n“u'_ﬁ.' after 'l.'nﬂi_':,.',
and the field is strewn with the slain.  In like manner
the Indians, who usually plant their corn in one common
ficld, employ all the boys of the village throughout the
day in tending their growing crop, and, each armed
with a bow and arrows, these incipient Lockesleys
contrive with great experiness o ﬂuﬂm_\' hu'_-_:q.' numbers.
The Hawks too of wvarious kinds dash into their close
ranks, and though the flock instantly opens on all sides,
on the Ilrinuiphr of ‘sauve qui [:u.:ut.‘ some are almost
sure to become victims.

Alexander Wilson and Charles Lucien Buonaparte,
in their “American '“l'lliﬂlullr:_:}',u :_:1'\'1_- the lhliuwiu;{
calculation of the ;.;L'hni cffected i-._-; these birds in return
for whatever grain they may consume:—*Their reneral
food at this season, as well as !:]IHI-.'II_'_E' the L':ll']:.' I}:ll'l
of sumwmer, consists of caterpillars and various other
larvee, the silent but deadly enemies of all vegetation,
and whose sccret and insidious attacks are more to be
dreaded by the husbandman than the combined forces
of the whole feathered tribe !E:I'_':rlh-r.'l', For these vermin
the Starlings search with great diligence, in the ground,
at the roots of plants, in orchards and meadows, as
well as among buds, leaves, and blossoms; and from
their known 'l.'m':u_'it}', the multitudes of those insccts
which they destroy must be immense. Let me illustrate
this by a short computation: if we suppose each bird,
on an average, to devour fifty of these larve in a day,

{a wery moderate allowance,) a .=E|:g|!! [mir, in four
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months, the usual time such food is .-\Hll:_:]l.[. :1|Iti'I', will
consume upwards of twelve thousand. 1t is believed
that not less 5]|.|Il a million pair of these birds are
distributed over the whole extent of the United States
in summer; whose J-l.r':IIE1 E.ll.'-l'll:,{ 1|L'.‘||.']_\' the same, would
swell the amount of vermin L].l::'-»lTl.!j'l'l.t to twelve thou-
sand millions. But the number of young birds may be
fairly estimated at double that of their parents; and ns
these are constantly fed on larva for at least three weeks,
making only the same allowance for them as for the old
ones, their ghare would amount to four thousand twe
hundred millions; making a erand total of sixteen thou-
sand two hundred millions of noxious inscets 1|-t'-1|:1}':':1 1
the AMLCC of four months l::.' this .‘-i.ll:_'\]i' h‘]u't"li'.ﬁ! The
combined ravares of such a hideous host of vermin
would be sullicient to :-]II'!'.'U]. fuomine and desolation over
a wide extent of the richest and best eultivated country
on earth.

All this, it may be said, is mere supposition. It is,
however, supposition founded on known and acknow-
!""].'—'~' d facts. ]l have never dissected any of these
birds in spring, without receiving the most striking and
satisfuctory proof of these facts; and though, in a matter
of this kind, it is impossible to ascertain precisely the
amount of the benefits derived by agriculture from this,
and many other hlrl'l.'El s of our '|ri.|'11.~_. yet, in the prescent
casc, 1 cannot resist the beli I'-1 that the services of this
gpecies, in spring, are far more important and beneficial
than the value of all that portion of corn which n
carcful and active farmer permits himself to lose by it

The Red-winged Starlings are very vocilerous, even
in the depth of winter, so that the dejected face of
natare 15 enlivened IJ}' their ceaseless notes, and Lhikewise

during their migrations a constant strain of conversation
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15 kept up, which, as harbinging the return of spring,
is a welcome sound even to those who are doomed to
suffer from their ravages. Their most common note
resembles the syllables ‘con-quer-ree,” others are like
the soand ]'Il'L'-ltIl{.‘t'{]. h}' the ﬁlill:_: of a AW, S0MC are
more guttural, and others remarkably elear: both male
and female have an ordinary ‘chuck.’

About the middle of l;'li.n' the birds lh.li.l'. and
nidification commences the last week in _'||.|I|.|.'i|, or the
beginning of May, or even later, according to the latitude
in which they happen to be.

The nest is placed variously in a bush or tree, o

few feet from the ground, or in a tussock of rushes
or tuft of grass, or even, and not unfrequently, on the
ground. It is composed of rushes and long tough grass,
and lined with finer portions of the latter; the rushes
are interlaced among the surrounding twigs, if in a
tree, or among the rushes, if on the ground, in which
latter case the whole structure is less elaborate than in
the former. Several nests are often built in immediate
neighbourhood to each other.

The eggs, about five in number, are of a pale bluish
white {‘.1_1]1_1'.“‘, encircled at the l.Ll';l-j' end with :-'-[:ru-tq.
and streaks of dark reddish brown, with a few others
scattered here and there, and some faint blots of purple
grey and lines and dashes of black.

Male; length, nine inches; bill, shining black; iris,
dark brown; head, crown, neck on the back, and nape,
black; chin, throat, and breast, black; back, black. Lhe
wings cxpand to the width of one foot two inches;
the feathers covering the bend are red; greater wing
coverts, black; lesser wing coverts, orange vellow;
primarics, secondaries, and tertiaries, black; greater and

lesser under wing coverts, black, Tail, black, rounded
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m form, the three outer feathers on each side I]L'iu_r_f
eraduated.  Legs, toes, and claws, shinine black.

The female is considerably smaller than the male;
length, seven inches and a quarter; bill, glossy black;

runs a congiderable distance off the t.t"t'l'ill"il.!], and is
rather |-.-.-||ni:-.-|.r. there: the '|i'|| 1% ‘-|:'.Z'.I|I1. but rather
flattened; over and under the eye run two streaks of
pale reddish ecream-colour, and behind it is a streak
aof brownish black. [ead, crown, neck on the back,
.|I|Ii 1n |:'II'I| ].l] '.l:'.lx. i !l'"ll |-| :|[|ilf'|I |'|..!:__'|.11 x"i[jl ]l..l]l' ]_II'(:I'\'-"I_'I_
or whitish; chin, pale reddish cream-colour; throat and
breast, thickly streaked with black and white, inclining
to cream-colour on the latter; back, black, each feather
edmed with ]l_l](' brown or whitish, ;_riﬁn:_: it a moattled
appoarance. The ‘.'r'ill:_'H extend to one [oot in wiilth;
they are without the red; lesser wing coverts, black,

cach feather edged with pale brown or whitish; pri-

maries, secondaries, and tertiaries, blackish brown. 'Iail,
blackish brown. Legs, tocs, and ¢laws, glossy black.
The young hirds at first resemble the female, but
have the plumage more broadly wargined with brown,
which '_El-l:lll!i”}'. Lyt 4|||i}' :_|"J':H]":':.'I|.|.:'.', wears ouat, 1t 1|1-i1];:|
only very old males that are without any remains of
it. The lesser wing coverts in the males soon shew
the red, but at first pale, inclining to orange, and only
partially diffused; it becomes complete by the following

:'hl'l'l'i:' 4
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COMMON DIFFER. EUROI'EAN DIFI'ER. WATER OUZEL.

WATER CROW.

Cinelus aguaticus, Frreurxa, Sgony.
Furdus einclus, PexxaxT,
Sturnus cinelus, MoxTacr.

Cinelus—A bind that has the habit of moving its tail.

Agnatics—Tertainine (o water.
¢ -

As yvou wade down the peerless Wharfe, the Queen
of Yorkshire rivers—Bolton Abbey stands upon its
bank, and the waters that hav~ flowed past Kilnsea
Crag and now lave the foundations of the beantiful
ruin, are shortly pent in by the memorable “Strid"—
as you wade down the “Loridly Wharfe” in the month
of October, fly-fishing for gravling. and watch the Dipper
fronting you with his snow-white breast, now dipping
up and down on some little island stone, now walking
into and disappearing under the water, now emerging
and crossing to the land, and now, like a Kingfisher,
flying straight past you up the stream; as you rise a
fish, or perhaps two at once, and again pass on, and
look around you on Netherside, or Barden Tower, or
Arthington Hall, or Harewood Castle, the bright sun
shining above youm, and the elear autumnal breeze
invigorating your whole frame, you will say, if you
have a mind for true enjoyment,

“Flumina amem sylvasque inglorius.”
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Seldom, however, is it that, except as a very rare
relaxation, [ can now myself follow this and the like
i--:.|--||]!-; [ have not I-nl_'{-l‘-' n, anil have to remember

'rom henceforth thou shalt eatch men.™

'his anomalons bicvd 15 found in Russia, Siberia, and
Scandinavian  gencrally, and alse among the Alping
streams, amd 1 Lrermany mil the northern parts af
Spain, namely, in the Pyrenean range. In Asia it has
alse heen known,

It is a native of the mountainous districts of Fngland,
!::'||!:-':. seotland, and "l"l'..|---. 11:'|'-;le'||t;||'_§ the streams
which there rise, amd following their eourse inte the
more lowland country, l'-]l-'l.'i:l“_".' In  severe \'m'r'.'|11||'|',
when it betakes itsell to th :'.L;ui-’,- and falls; L‘rl'n:'.uinjl.L“}'
it is to be scen on the ]"":llnl-'-:l and shallow lII:ll';‘llln
of a lake; but is only a chance straggler in any other
parts. 1 have seen it in Yorkshire, and on the Goit,
which divides T l!'_"-'-|n'|1.' from Cheshire. In Devonshire
it is not uncommon on the rivers that have their origin
in Dartmoor: also in  Cornwall, Westmerland, and
Cumberland. 1t has been seen at Wyrardisbury, on
the Colne. and on the Mole, near Esher, in the 1||i_'__’]1-
bourhood of London; also in Essex The Rev. B. P
Alincton has seen one in Lincolushire, in the summer,
sittine on a stone in the middle of a small stream
called Hallinzton Beelk, near Louth. In Norfolk one
was shot at Burgh, in the month of November, 18506,
In the Hebrides it 15 well known.

The ”ilﬂln r's habitz are retired, 1 unison with the
'nt'*[llt-.[u_-rx-ll. and seeluded situations which it loves.  Muore
than twa are I'.L'.'l'|}' seen in Company, t‘-‘-“'["ill'.f indeed
in the summer, while the parcnts and the YOI still
associate tomether: four or five may however sometimes

be seen frequenting the same stream. ‘That this bird
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has the power of u'.:|3..i:|;_{ at the hottom of the water,

15 an established fact. The argument agzamst its being
able to do so, is that to the reasoning powers of some
persons it does not seem 1 wsible.  Its fect are admir-
ably adapted for holding on to the stones over which

it makes its wav, and for stemminge, at the same time,

1||" foree of the current: for that no effort iH l'-:'i|'||i,:ll.]

i, 3 i ¥ -3 5 4 '
lo Keep 1 prlace below the surfice s 15 what no

i, On IEL_\' ] it 15 by no means an xpert
betng there evidently oot of it perclics on
:i|«- i-..:l'i.l'.ll. tones or .-n'l.- -i wl il..l |:_I' i .l

stream  eddies, or on some projecting crag or mound

on the bank In it walks, kecping o the bottom as
lone as vou can follow it, and doubtless after you have
st -:;::' of it: or hghtine en the surface, plonees
benea il, il makdo 1t5 Way downwards, ex rting 1ts
winws to md it 1n its descent. And acrile 1t 1s, qIIIEI. k
nd dexterons 1 all th its movemenls: generally
pro lnge rainst 1 stream: now 1t emerges, and
pri n ]._‘- 3 '. el ted taill, crow |:i:'.'_ b -l'-.', head IL.Z.l‘.'.]'I

hack, andl '-"'.i.:_;'- '!:_':!r:‘_‘. ilro Rl -!I,1 15 [J‘.'l_'i-;'_'l'.]_ for another
l!i;n [t does not traverse much pace below the surface,

."l.'.ll."ll:.'..'_' to 1ts lormoer, or some

Various water insects, aud bectles, and the larve of

L

thou . are e |III-..H!.

The sone of this interesting bird s melodious and

&=

hively, thonzh short. It 1= to bhe heard in  sanny
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weather, at all seasons of the vear—a sweet accompani-

ment to the murmuring music of the rippling trout-
stream, which scothes the ear and the heart of the
solitary fly-fisher, as he 4[1u'r1l_~.' wends his way along,
it peace with all the world. Its common note is a

mere ‘chit,” which it utters both when perched on some

stone and when flying along the stream. .

:\.;L]il-li'.':‘_i.lll :n"'irl-- ._]|"|I1l l]j'.' I‘.|| ’:.I:I.l.ill'_: Ull .I'IL]'II”.

Che nest, which 1s 1'||-x'-||} concealed, and large,

!.'il---|'|]'ill:.'l icn or Lwi |1.'-' i.ll'!']'.' u il.. i]].lllll'[l'l', :I]H]. YOI

ar -:':!.1 n -!-i-||-. being domed, 15 well '“IIIE'-'-""'].

of moss and erass, and well lined wi

h leaves. It 1s
laced in some eavity in a rock, or under the illu!-'t'!iun

of some overhanging stone in the immedinte neighbour-

hood of the rippling stream or murmuring waterfull, its
[avourite haunt Diflerent specimens however vary in size
as well as shape, adapted doubtless to the circnmstances
of the spot they are placed in, some being n couple
of inches less than the size Il}'ln'. -l'.--|~r-:| of. Th aperture

i5 in front, from three to four mches 1n width, and
tbout one and a half in ki ;.;;l.1. Mr. :"IIiII_'_'.ilili‘l'li'il-}'
mentions one, described to him by Thomas Durham

Weir. Fsa., which was built in an anele between two
1

miaonts :||_' |ll|,'_-.-;'-- 1].".!:]|'1' 1 '-'Ijlll:l :.I*—l:'.n]l'..-lf'.ll :'l][!]-"-‘:_;:]l
the water fell upon part of the dome, the L'LJ!JI[I.lI'lliI':-'~
with which it was put together rendered it impenetrable.

The birds are -.[1|_m_'_1|lx' attached to their accustomed
t.l'l.lsll]ill;.‘.']ll.l.'.'l". antd one [:-ZLEI'_. or at least o ;l..i:. Liave
been known te occupy the same haunt for thirty-one
years, rearing three broods in the year, and four young
ones to cach brood.

The cges, from four to six in number, are white,

and of a |-'_'_l\|.l1.|l‘ oval form.

Male; length, seven inches and three-quarters; bill,
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bluish black, tinged with brown at the edges; iris,
]::I.]r' Lbrown, with a |f:::_[ of bLlack in the middle: th
margin of the eyvelids white; head, crown, neck on the

back, and nape, dark brown;: chin, threat, and breast

on the upper |nl'r. pure 11.'||.ih'. o1 s lu'l.'.'l'!' ]l.u[[
chesnut, blending towards the tail with deep grey; on
the sides it is deep grey: back, very dark grey, each
feather broadly margined with black.

The wings, which extend one-third down the tail,
and consist of nineteen quill feathers, have the first,
which is very short and narrow, less than half the
||1.I'_:|:31 of the second, which is of 11!':l1'l_'=_, but not quile,
the same length as the third; the {fourth a trifle
shorter than the latter: the 1'-:-|:_;w extend to the width
of one foot and a fjuarter of an inch. Greater and
losser “‘i:'.:_' coverts, brownish black, the ri;m. of the
first hiohter :__',lr_\'ixh black; prunaries, secondaries, and
tertiaries, dark brown, tineed with grey. Tail, zhort,
even, and of twelve feathers: upper toil eoverts, browmsh
1sl I{l\.; under taill coverts, I1ILEI
with pale brown. Leos and toes, bLluish orc v, linged
with brown: claws, c1|:~L:-..

rII. III'::L..E- -:']. |=.!_".' |k'?LlI:]r:'t '.]." 1|.'|||.' ]1':."'I:, SEVen
ilu'i:n‘ﬂ .||||: i :11:~:1I-:'. Il.!l" |,r:.:-]. CLlowWr, l:'t':i, '.I|I'.1
nape, are rather a lighter brown; the breast is also a
duller rust-colour. ‘The wings cxtend to one foor in
‘n.i.:.]:]l.

[n the young the bill is bluish black, tinged with
brown at the edges; iris, pale brown, with a ring of
].I].H'f-i irt 1!'.!.' Ialiil':[t'. =3 Itll the adale: ]u';ull. CIrowT, !Il.l.'il:i
on the back, and nape, dull greyvish brown; chin, white;
throat and breast above, ]Hlt' |Illﬂ'J the feathers lilll'll'tl.
with blackish brown; below and on the sides, grey,

L||i.,\|'.! with ere il.llt-l_ull.i-iil.. “‘Elh L]..'I.I']'-Ll,.:r ];uq_-:'. i:.u;|:. dull
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ereyvish brown, the feathers margined with brownish
hlack.

(ireater and lesser wing coverts, brownish black, the
latter tipped with greyish white; primaries, secondaries,
and l||!i.|.|i'-. Ellnu'ni-.','q 'II].:I.I'I!:, I'.'.u_- E..:‘.I-:-L' |El.-i|¢-|f '.1.'[:]|.
erreyish white. Tuil, brownish black, [i[1l!l|'lE with
brownish white; under tail coverts, dull grey, mixed
with cream-colour. Legs and toes, bluish grey, tinged
with brown, 1r.L'.-r r in front: claws, brown, Illill'f..:liﬂt'li
with whitish. After the first moult, which takes plm-u
in September, they nearly assume the adult plumage,
but not entirely so until the second change,

I refer my readers to a demonstrative and most con-
clusive paper by my brother, !'r.-\--;:-l'.. IR. Morris, sty
M.D., the Editor of “*The Naturalist,” wvel. 1. Pages O
to 11 of that i1n|'l-n|i:.|i., “On the power that eertain

Water-Bird: possess ol remaining ;I:||:L:I.]I._'-|' :wlliu;lu:l:_:l_'ﬂ
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MISSEL THRUSII.
MISSELTOE THRUSH. STORM-COCK,
MISSEL=HInRDn, SHRITE. SHEIKE~COCK. HOLM TIHIRUSIL.
PENN Y LILWLIX, OF THI] ANCIEXNT BRITISIL. - _.i
Lurd Laxx .= 8. LAt r.l
Meruld i ' SELEY
[
Turdwsi—A Thrush I oS, Figeps—The misselive é\\
L 4
Poro—To devour. s

Tris bird 15 a native of Europe, beinge found in

[Russin and Seandinavia -,‘l':n'r.'s};'-.', as alse in IH'IIIJ.III:\',

France, Thuringia, and ltaly; in Holland it is rare.
It moves to the centre of the Continent from both
extremes in the winter.

In England it is plentiful in all parts of the eountry.

In the south of Scotland it i1 mnot uncommon, but
in the central paris it is Very ruarc, and in the extreme
north rmin-[_x- unknown.

In Ircland it is also generally distributed.

In winter, these birds, at all times permanently resident
s a -“'i_'l'i"'-'l.l‘-‘_- scem more numerous than at 1'|I]'|1"I' SOAS0NS,
so that it is thought that their numbers are added to by
arrivals from more northern L'trunttit'.-.-_. such :||i:__;1':1r.in|:
occurring towards the end of October.

They certainly are of a pugnacious, not to say of a

predatory disposition, and are accordingly objects of
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dislike and assaalt to many of their foathered neichbonrs;
they are also quarrelsome one with another. They are
(requently seen in flocks of from a dozen to twenty, and
from filty to sixty or seventy: and in this ense are often
mistanken for Fieldfares when at a distances: ['|1|-:|.' sCCem
to be more numerous in some places than they formerly
used to be. 'Hlf'}.' are tolerably _,--!---.] o eart. When

feeding on the eround they ilispers rather "..';.J-'|_!.' {rom

cach other, hopping briskly about, and pecking up any

thing '|||'I'm' can find. If l'.l.l'l:'_:"l 15 deseried or -1|-1H'L't"1].
in alarm is given by some sentinel by a low harsh
ream, tk‘]|]1'|n 15 responded to I'I_'-' il :!v:'lll'l'.'ll l'-'l':i-.:‘m'iil1

1 necessary. In 1|_I.E::'r tan the mmdividuals do not

g ]

Il:':'l Vi I_‘.' I"|l..'1-' 1"l'_"l_' 1CT ZI:;1|. '|'l=.i|" ]llllii'f'(]jli:'_"’, il ]l'l"l.'n-1

seream 15 now and then uttered, amd when some de-
sirable place for alighting presents itself, they either
uniddenly desee '.=,c1 to ir. k.‘J” at some lhittle |3'L~.'!:!||r'|_' :|.|:-:|L'I‘_

fromm each other, or fly about over the field for some

doine so.

the flocks break up, and about the end

1tl or towards the miuddle of '\LI".i!‘ {]||'
individuals that have ¢ HT 0S5 dd them now unite mto 11|i!'-|_.
and frequent some wood, or garden, or orchard, the
latter beine o wi ry l-:'l'-JII"III chotce, [rom whetice ex-
cursions are made nto the neighbouring  gardens and
ficlds. The small 'l-.lril-- that acain are seen together
ter the breedine-senson, are doubitless in the first instance
l]!l' it lfll"l'|'~ ':'1I '||J'f' !:l]l]i.l}'. -.'Illl.l'. .‘Ii-“".,'i“:i.'-'l'.l'n' |.'.-I1 o B e
a flock of seventeen so early as the 245th. of June—the
parcnt birds would seemn to |1;|ir for life, I'he female
15 often VETY fearless when .=i!1i||_1_f1 and lias been known
(L] Jl_‘.' al an EIlIl'1IL!1'J', as both birds will at a .-I"I:I;:]Iit‘ or

Hawk. They are easily rcared from the nest, and

become very tame.
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Their flizht, which is undulated, is rather heavy, thourh
quick on oceasion, and performed by a series of flappings,
with short intervals of cessation; on first alighting the
hird stands for a short time with the head raised, the
back and tail deflected, and the wings slightly drooping.

This ."-[H‘l.'il"- was imarined h_\' the anecients to have a
peculinr fondness for the berries of the misseltoe, of

'|.'I|'hi|:_'l|| il'li]_l'l'll 'i[ Wils FI]:'I|:--I'-.'|1E. :ll.':‘-.'l."I]i.I‘:_: {4 ] :]||- Hl']. 11‘;'”-

verb, “Turdus malum sibi," to be a sort of foster-parent.
Anuthors, ELYS Aristotle, love their books on the same
principle that parents love their children, as being a
sort of l'i':1|'-u|:::'1i-|11 of themselves—mine {in my "f[i.|.-|'_~.'
of British Birds,” 1 may here take the opportunity of
thankfully observing, has been not a little enhanced by
the extensive :111:U'uf'.".‘.';.-.1:|] of the [1:|-f-|ic'—1 wise and
discerning public—and in the same waw, if there wer
any truth in the old opinion, the bird might love the
|:1|;-I'I'}': but the n!!l‘llhhi[i-‘.l]i 15 1ot Tlllt'f|142L[I']_‘.' 1:-:1:;||_' ot
by the fact. The Missel-bird feeds on the berries of
the mountain ash, the serviee tree, the _iuni:u-t', the yew,
]Ll‘r”_‘.', anil !". Jl;l:*— artl haws, =rain and seeds of various
kinds, caterpillars, beetles, and other insects, worms and
snails. In hard weather, when food is scarce, it will
drive away other Thrushes and DBlackbirds from the
trees where it is feeding. In gardens it commits some
damage among the fruit; nav, it has been abundantly
ascertained that it will, at all events when it has young,
destroy other small birds. One has been seen flying
off with a voung Hedge-Sparrow in its bill, closely
pursued by the bereaved parent; and another has been
detected in the very act of killing a young Thrush—
in fact, this carnivorous propensity is quite common to
it; the eggs of other birds therefore also, as may be

supposed, it likewise makes a practice of abstracting.
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W. F. W. Bird, ]",-qr. relates in “The xa1lll.|.;11i.~;t1"
volume ii. page 216, that one was eaught in a grame-

fil'-'||-"|'.~‘ Lraj, which had been baited with the of

a small bird, The late William Thompson, Lsq., of
Bellast, says that DButcher Bivd is the term :_IE]'l'rl'i_l_'l:l to
it in the county of Danegal, in Ireland.

As a ;H'-:-HI' with I.I":_'h.ll'l.t to the prosent "l""-‘i"-" also
of the rood cffected ]a:..' the destruction of Enmq"[-_-., the
'w':]-r‘.k'i!'.;' communicated to Mr. ?'il.il.l:'j_‘,'l“i\'l'u}', may be
adduced—three young ones only had to be fod:—“At
twently minutes Jrist four o'clock l]u'}.' commenced the
labours of the day. From that time until five they fed
their young only five times; from five to six three
times; from six to seven six times: from seven to cight
twelve times; from eight to nine six times; from nine
to ten four times; from ten to eleven five times: from
eleven to twelve four times: from twelve to one three
times; from one to two three times: from three to four
two times; from four to five two times: from five to
six two times; from six to seven five times: and from
seven to eight only once;” in all sixty-six times, each
time bringing several large worms and snails, and this for
the smallest usual number of ;.'::uun.::T and in addition
to the food the ¥y must have taken themselves. Defore
venturing to the nest they generally alighted two or
three times, remaining some scconds upon each of them,
and looking around with the greatest jealousy and
circumspection.

The song of this bird, which is of rather an inferior
quality, is commenced, or rather earried on, in the carliest
beginning of the year; even in January, in some seasons,
in the southern counties, and in February and March
in the more northern ones. The male bird ceases his

song while the nest is being made, and during the in-

N g
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cubation of the eggs, nor iz it again heard till the
following year, unless indeed the hen or the young be
destroyved, it which case it is resumed or continued.
The song is continuous, lasting from two to five minutes
at a time; a pause then intervencs of longer or shorter
duration, generally of two or three minutes, after which
it 1s again taken up. In one instance it has been heard
for fully ten minutes without cessation. I’erched on the
topmost bough of some tall tree that quivers to the
blast, and I|:-L'.|l||.iu_'_,r. or bidding as 1t were defiance to
the boding gale, the Storm-cock whistles his wonted
lay, and gains from the observant countryman his well-
earned name. Other birds retire “with bated breath®
to the shelter of the lowly grove, or the humble
}H'lif_:!‘. but he braves the tempest  ont, and z-itt_'_::i his
song with Tolus himself. 'This species has sometimes
been heard to -.~E:|=;_: when on the 'h'-iuj_:, but this is not
its usual ]II';I'["Ii_L'i'. Its f:l!'ﬁ[]].‘tl‘_\' note 15 a harsh scream,
which when flving off after being disturbed, it is often
heard to utter, as well as when attacking some other bird.

Preparations for the nest begin very early. Building
has been observed to have been commenced on the 3rd.
and the 5th. of April, and nests with eggs have been
found on the Gth. and Tth. of that month, as also at the
same place so late as the 26th. of May in the same year.

The nest, which is a loose structure, is a compilation
of twigs, small sticks, straws, grasses, leaves, lichens, wool,
or mosses, compacted inwardly with mud, mixed with
grasses and small roots, and lined with finer grasses,
roots, and moss, frequently with grass alone; sometimes
the outside is ]ml.'t]}' covered with lichens and mosses.
The width is about four inches and a half, the depth
two and three-fourths, and the thickness of the sides
an wch and three-quarters. Mr. Hewitson mentions
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one nest of which the foundation was of mud, strongly
cemented to, and nearly eneireling the branches between
which it was fixed. It is often placed in very exposed
situations, in the hollow caused by the divergence of
the branches from the trunk, at a height of ten or
fifteen feet from the '__'\I'I'IIIIIIl. but nevertheless the erection
of it has not often been observed until after it has
been 1‘:_:.|!_~.' |'1||1L||.ll'tl'|1. sShy, too, as the bird s at other
times, in its nidification it is not deterred from any
appropriate situation by the near propinquity of a house,
even where persons are constantly passing and repassing.
This has been noticed in repeated instances, and has oc-
curred close to my own residence of Nafferton Viearage,
within a dozen yards of the house, and with il-l.]'tl]:-' any
attempt at concealment. The same tree will be often
returned to year after year, if the birds be undisturbed,
and Frederick Bond, FEsq., of Kingsbury, has known
the same nest used twice in the samec secason. They
will suffer other species to build near to them, so close
as within a foot distance, and that without any molest-
ation, ecven during the time of incubation, when to
those who casually approach the nest they display
unqualified hostility.

The ezes are from three or four to five in number, of
a greenish or reddish white colour, spotted irregularly
with reddish brown or purple red: they vary in size
as well as in colour.

Two broods are produced in the year, and the
young of the first sometimes unite with those of the
sceond in one flock.

Male; weight, nearly five ounces; length, eleven inches
and a half; bill, dark brown, the upper mandible pale
vellow at its base—{rom its base a cream-coloured

:-.1.]'l'[|.]{ FOCs ovVer 1.i.ll'_' EYC, i'l'i.S, llil.l']i .Ell'l'l‘“'lln 1[‘.’illi un
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FIELDEFARIL.

FELDFARE. FELT. FELTFARE. RLUE=-BACK.
RILUE=-TAlL. RLUE-FELT.

Tl p I .'..I Lixx. s ATHAM

Durduws—A Thrush, Pilorte—, oo oiinit

Tue Fieldfare, thoush of 1|:'.i.1:'-".lluli.‘l___;' colours, is
an attractive bird in the eve of the ornithologist; it is
indigenous in Europe, in Prussia, Poland, and Austria,
where it remains '.]ll'l-l'._{'t:ul:lt the year; in Russia, Swe-
den and Norway, Siberia and Kamtschatka it is only
found in summer, and in France, Switzerland, and the
other more southerly parts of the continent, it is, as
with us, only a winter wvisitor; and as such extends its
flizht to Majorca and Minorea, and in Asia to different
paris of Asia Minor.

It 1s found in all parts of England, Scotland, Ircland,
and Wales.

In Orkney also it is a regular winter visitant.

Fieldfares have been seen by W. F. W. Bird, Esq.,
in one of the London Parks.

This species is the latest in its arrival of any of our
winter birds. ‘Their usual time of arrival is towards
the end of Oectober, and the middle ar latter part of
November, and some are said to have been observed
on the 9th. and ”til., and other liﬂj.'-, of .“"u.']m_-::ﬂu.l';

but they may have been mistaken, I think, at least in
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the almost universal low lopping in which high farming
{i‘ Ei;_’]l["., 1|||]'!' _'i"“.” cian .|J||E||l'l.|l'J| ||JI-!I'|' COovel :ﬁ'l*ll'l' ONnece
m former t]il:«." 80 ]|.::_:.l:|_'~-]r|':(-'ql game, and find them
in numbers. Everything seen with the magnifying
_:_:[::-~1= of school '.].L}'-a is 11::#1“]}' raised in the illiil:_'_"it'.:t'
[i.l.lli. and the I'1J.1'§1.||I.||1' !-.ll:l::ﬁ |_.l.|'_;_[|' 111 [h{' I.H'-f.ul_l_‘l_' of
the landscape, and of the memo ¥ retentive of {ormer
scenes of pleasure and temporary excite ment—*labuntur
anm!

On trees or in hedges they are scarcely so suspicious
as on the ground, where you ean ]'I.l:'LH_'\' approach them
within a hundred yards, and if the majority flv off first,

few _-_:r'11|-1.:|”}' “wat a httle longer.”

These birds, as mentioned above, would seem to mi-
te in a north-easterly direction, and accordingly leave

il

Ireland sooner than Seotland on their return to their
native lands, and appear to choose moonlicht nights for
their flight. While with us they leave the more northerly
for more southerly districts, if the winter be a hard one,
and at the commencement of some severe snow-storm,
when ““across the wold the wind blows eold,” large
flizhts may be seen overhiead wending their way to some
place of refuge, and again, as soon as there are the
carliest symptoms of a change, nay, even before we can
pr':'ni‘»'t' any, the ¥ bersin to return to their former
quarters, and therewith to their previous shyness, which
dire ::!'H‘:-.*h_\' alone had for the time overcome. If the
snow continues long upon the ground, so that their
needful supply is exhausted before their ordinary food
can be again obtained, thousands are starved to death
through the joint wasting of hunger and cold. Sir
William Jardine exactly deseribes their manner when

suffering from severity; then when alarmed, he says,

instead of the alert rising first, and the loud chatter
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of prosperity, they weakly flutter off to the nearest
cover, and  will .\-l".l:'l'l.'lj' ;I_'_::_li_ll betalke themselves to
ﬁi;m. Some are saidl to remain in this country to
breed. Mr. Allis, in his “Catalogue of the Birds of
Yorkshire,” already referred to, mentions one such
instance as having occurred at Lepton, near Hudders-
field, in the West Riding. Other instances ave also said
to have been known in this country.—A nest has been
found, it is related, in Kent, and some obtained in
Scotland ; two are also recorded by the editor of “Pen-
nant’s Dritish Zoology." In the Orkney lslands a few
occasionally stay during the whole year, but have never
been known to breed.

These birds go in large flocks, frequently of several
!mndru-el.-.__ and L‘n'm'.1|'|n||i:.‘ in luu'tit-n of not less than
thit'[}. or I'm'[:.' T.l..ll'.:l.'l]ll.'l'; un;:L‘.u:-i:m:Lll}', however, two or
three secem to withdraw from the main body, and
frequent some quiet and retired hedge-row in company
with the Blackbird and the Thrush. Lheir thought
may be to remain to breed, but for the most part, from
some causc or miu_-r, it 15 deoomed to be an abortive
one. They are sometimes rather quarrelsome when en-
gaged in il-n:ding on @ common crop. Lhey roost both
in trecs and on the ground, and in bushes near the
Iatter, but for the most part in the former, in some
parts of the country at all events. 'They often associate
with the Redwing, as also with the Missel Uhrush and
the Throstle. rl\iw}’ arc said to be not at all ‘\ii}' in the
hl'c{:dilig‘-ﬁi":tﬁl';ll in their native countries, but in fact
all birds® natures are then Lulll.pul'm'il_'r altered more or
less in this respect. They are capable of being kept in
confinement,

The flight of this species is easy and somewhat slow,

performed with slight but rather lengthened undulations,

Vil 1L ]
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the effeet of a series of about a dozen pulsations ol
the wines, with then as it were an intermission of the
effort, While thus ]r:'uL‘l'u'L]ill'_r, !]ll'j.' utter their wild
cry until about to settle, when after wheeling about for
a short time I]ll':i' ,L]Eg!:r. “After :w-:||i.'.__-_.H AT Mr.
Macgilliveay, “each is seen to stand still with its wings
rrn-u*, hut a little r]rnl'i!ui.“.f_f_. its tail -]i_,]|r]_'. declined, and
its head elevated. It then ilnp- 1'-':;"i|:.|_"-' a few stopas
forward, stops, |ﬁrf-u up o seed, an inscet, or othe
article of food, and again proceeds. They generally
move in the same direction, always facing the wind if
it be high, and those in the rear, especially if lelt far
behind, 1|1.. up to the front. When alarmed, '.]|-'_'L' all
stand still for a short time, some natter a low seream,
and pre -1-:;1[}' all ﬂ} off to a distance, or ;:]j_-_']'.l on the
tall trees in the neighbourhood. There t‘l]*.:l‘-' st grace-
fuilj' on the twigs, with their tails declined, and renel :li:._‘.'
with their heads all directed one way, unless they have
settled for the purpose of 1'1-~I:]u§; or .'1!!I.11‘-il|-§_’ themselves
after procuring a sufliciency of food. In fine weather
thi‘}' often enact a concert of ]n'rllj_: Ihn'ulirm, which, al-
though their song is neither loud nor very melodious,
is very pleasant.”

The Fieldfare feeds on a variety of food—oats and
grain of different kinds, snails, beetles and other inscets,
caterpillars, chrysalides, worms, and grass, berries, such
as those of the hawthorn, the hur-l.u'r:'_'».'. the j::ui]w:'.
the mountain ash, the blackberry, the wild rose, the
i\':.‘. and the ho]l}'. and even tlu'ui]}-c in rxt]':-mjr}'_. to
which latter they do considerable damage, by rendering
them exposed, through their depredations, to the action
of the weather. Insect food, however, is that which

T.]N."}' 1111‘1'1.‘1'. but when the season has been favourable

to the ripening of the hawthorn berries, and they hang
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in well-ripened clusters on the sprays, a {:mm:l:_.' and a
beautiful «i_:_:tﬂ. !]u‘}.' tempt the bird to forsake the {_;l'ul.tutl
for the leafless hedge, even when other food may be to be
found elsewhere, and no stress of weather compels to
it. When 1t does, tiH.'}‘ will come even into g;lL‘f.lulls.
near houses to feed on berries, though u:qu-.dl}' 80 €X-
m-lm-i_\' :ah}': at :1'11[']1 times too the borders of streams are
much 1'11'ql1.l.'||li_'l.i |:}‘ lhu_'m_. on account of the thaw there
produced by the higher temperature of the water. “Lhey
swallow also a small quantity of fragments of stone, to
aid the triturition of their food.

Their song, which is soft and III.L'|.|:-I“.|:L:I'~, is sometimes
heard so early as the end of Iebruary and the begin-
ning of March, if the scason has been mild and pro-
]=i1irm;-.

Their alarm note is a ‘yack,’ or ‘chack, chack, chack,’
which whenever heard arrests your attention. They
have also a harsh chatter.

Fieldfares build in societies, as many as two hundred
nests and upwards having been found within a small
circuit of the forest. The same situations appear to be
resorted to from ycar to ycar from some cause of
predilection or other, as with Rooks.

The nest, - which is pi;mud in pitu.‘ or fir trees, at a
licight of from four to forty feet from the ground, is
mate of small sticks, grass, and “'l.‘i.'[l'h_. cemented lu;:ul.lu'r
with a small quantity of clay, and lined with fine grass.
[t is for the most part placed against the trunk of the
tree, but sometimes at a considerable distance from it,
towards the smaller end of the thicker branches.

The eggs are from three to five or six in number,
of a pale bluish green, spotted with dark reddish brown.
The hurried flight and loud harsh cries of the owners,

if alarmed, readily lead to their discovery.
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The young are not able to fly until the first week
n Aungust.

Males weight, four ounces; length, ten inches and a
half, to ten and 1]|:'|-|--|1|1:|.|:[L-'.-; hill, orange at the base,
most so on the lower mandible, brownish black at the
end; the mside of the mouth i1s also orange; between
the bill and the eye there is a black mark, which

follows alse under it, and a dark line passes backwards

1T QA :‘lillgl'ilf']l'. i'.i*-. 1!.|.:}x Ll:llll"-'ll. I||.l' |'_‘|I=.i||*- HE g _1.1't-

]~|'|'I.: over the c¥e 15 'n streak of paie orey, or buif,
sometimes inclining to pale yellowish white; there are
bristles at the base of the hll I"'archead, :-Ii_;!;r
1i:.'_[l: l.] “;:|| |.|:'.|'|'A.J|; |:|'.I||. Ol T||:' Crown, :'.HI,: '_:|'<_.'l.', muost
of the feathers ]I.'.‘l'['l':_'_:' a t]11-|-._1.' streak on their centre,
most L':lfl"'\-JIiI';l'l.["'\- in the Spring ; on the sides it is also

ash grey; neck in front and on the sidles, |i._'_{Jl|. Vi How-
ish red, 1]Ii.|||._'~' marked with rathes |']c1:1_~_[.|lu-||. l:'i|r;-_f_:|1-
lar-shaped brownish black spots; nape, ash grey;
chin and throat, yellowish pale orange streaked with
black; breast above, light yellowish red, spotted with
Tl'i.:l.:li;_"llli.]l-:'\-ll:.]H"] Ii||.'.:l"|'|-.:|'..i."'.|| .I,ll:ll_'l'»: ]Jt.tl!'."\, |t i'\- E'Iil]i'l"
almost white, on the sides, with larger and broader
rounded spots, and below, it 15 white or f_f]'u_-:n.'i-h white
tinged with red. Dack on the upper part, fine dark
chesnut brown, on the lower part shaded into bluish
grey, conspicuous in 111-_;||r._. whence some of the ver-
nacular names of the species.

The wings, when closed, reach to about the middle
of the tail: ﬂu'}' F..\']umd to the width of one foot five
imches and a quaricr to one foot 81X 3 greater 1.l.'i|1_r__1"
coverts, brownish red, « d]gi-d with a ]|;4||_-;|' shade of grey;
lesser wing coverts, brownish red; primaries, greyish

black, margined and tipped with pale grey; the first

=|'|i]E feather is extremd ]_\' small and narrow., the third
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the longest, the {ourth the next, and scarcely longer
than the second, which is a little longer than the fifth;
the shafts are black : underneath, these feathers are dark
slate grey; sccondarics, greyish black, the greater part
of the outer webs |P|I|I'|.' brown; greater and lesser under
wing coverts, white, plainly shewing when the bird
1s on the wing. The tail, which is of a deep greyish
black, the side feathers greyish towards the end, is long
and nearly even, the feathers narrow; underncath, it is
dark slate grey; upper tail coverts, ash grey; under
tmil coverts, white, marked on either side with dusky
blots. Legs and toes, dusky brown; elaws, blackish
brown.

'he female |_".-s.~--|_'.' resembles the male, bat 18 ﬁ:’_‘;tl'{w:]}‘
so large, and rather shighter in shape. Length, ten
inches and a half; the bill is darker; the head is more
tinged with brown; the throat is paler; the back is less
clear in eolour, and its lower part is yellowish grey.
The wings ('_\']hnul to the width of one foot four inches
and a half. The legs and toes are paler than in the
male bird.

The young, after the autumn, nearly resemble their
parents, but the head is of a less pure blue grey, and
the dusky streaks on the erown are larger; the neck
in front, and the throat and breast on the upper part,
are of a brighter :.'L‘“ﬂ_l'n"-'i.b]l. red, and the sides have the
spotted feathers with a patch of white inside the brown
mark between it and the light-coloured border. The back,
on its lower part, is of a duller blue grey; the greater
and lesser under wing coverts also are {requently marked
with dusky.

Slight differences as to size and colouring are some-
times observable in this species, and white individuals

have occasionally been met with. The Revs. Andrew
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ani H(\m':\' Matthews, in their “Catalogue of the Birds
of Oxfordshire and its Neighbourhood,” published in
the ““Zoologist,” mention one they possess in which
the head and neck are pure white. My, Joseph Dull,
of Bishops Auckland, mentions also in the same mag-
azine, page 2386, one in which the fifth, Hixgh. and
seventh quill feathers in each wing were white, the
oreater coverts white, the scapulars white, the lower
part of the back cloudy white, the six middle tail
feathers white, with a dark brown bar across the end,
and the rest of the tail feathers tipped with white.
A variesated one, ncarly white, was shot at Hickling,

in Norfolk, in 15845. Bewick mentions another, of which

the head and neck were yellowish white, the rest of

the lrmI:..' ]::_;|r':_'.' of the same colour, mixed with a (ew
brown {eathers; the spots on the breast were faint
and indistinct, the quill feathers perfectly white, except
one or two on each side, which were brown; the tail
was marked in a similar manner. Sir William Jardine
too observes that the bird is sometimes found with the

whole colours of a paler tint, but still keeping their

general distribution; and varieties with the head, or

head and neck white, or pale grey, are mentioned by
Dr. Latham.
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REDWING.

SWINEPITE. WIND TIHRUSII.

Fri .".I. [ I~ i
Wernda T Jaunisg. BELDY.
T —A Thrush flicns—. ....ouvs 2

A wative of the far distant regions of the north,
and for successive ages unmolested and even unseen by
man, the Redwing, till now, has there securely reared
her young. The solitude of the ]U]]f:l}' forest is however
no longer unbroken, and modern travellers pry into the
gloomiest depths of the untrodden wilderness, in search,
among the various mobtives which actuate them in their
wanderings, of a more accurate knowledge of the habits
of the birds that have heretofore passed their summers
i the trackless woods. T'o Mr. Hewitson, the eminent
Qologist, for one, the praise of this scientific enterprise
is due.

In Europe this pleasing bird is found in Russia,
Siberia, Norway, Sweden, Denmark, lIceland, and the
Feroe Islands, and it travels, as winter approaches, into
Poland, France, Spain, and [Italy. [n Asia Minor it
has also been seen by Mr. Hugh Edwin Strickland.

It is plentiful in England, Ireland, and Scotland,
as also in the Orkney Islands, where it is, as with us,
an annual visitor, arriving in October. Like the Field-

fare, a few may be occasionally scen at all seasons.
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The Rev. Mr. Low was induced to believe that a
pair built in Hoy, but he was unable to detect their
nest.

The Redwing is a migratory bird, leaving lere at
the end of April or beginning of May, though sometimes
remaining cven till the middle of that month on the
eastern side of the kingdom. White, of Selborne, men-
tions that in one very cold and backward season :|H-_'|,'
lingered in Hampshire till June. Tt returns at the end
of October or the beginning of November. One instance
of its remaining here to build its nest hias been obligingly
communicated to me by Captain Turton, of the Third
Dragoon Guards.—In 1836, a nest was found on the
margin of a brook, which afterwards becomes the Leven,
on his father’s property at Kildale, in Cleveland. The
late John Bell, “-#].. M.P. for Thirsk, shot the female bird

which had been previously wounded: the nest contained

four eggs. The late Mr. Macgillivray, whom I much
regret to have thus to designate—in the accuracy of his

observations as an ornithologist he stood unrivalled—
relates that he has known individuals remain in the island
of Harris so late as the 235th. of May, and at Rodhill,
there Mr. Bulloek has recorded that he found a nest
in the year 1828. Other such instances have occurred
at Godalming, in Surrey, and near Barnet, in Middlesex.
The migration of this species is believed to take place
at might; and the unerring direction of nature preseribes
the exact time for it most properly to take place.
While with us, these birds are gregarious, going in
flocks, often of considerable magnitude. They are rather
shy, and will not permit anything like a near approach,
unlesz it be when the snow has continued for some time

upon the ground, and all-compelling hunger overcomes

their fear of un'[iuur}' dangers. At such times they are
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very abundant on the cliffs, and near the shores of the
sea, where the saline nature of the :tt:'l:'l.l'lz-'-]'flll'fl.: and of the

marine \'r-_;';u-r.lli:ulq :_f:.\'1-~_~ them -nml-t!.itl:_{ of an |'.'{L'1'i:l'.il.!ll.:i1

livelihood., Ordinavily, if alarmed in o fic 1d, l]u*}' betake

themselves to the vantage ground of any neighbouring

trees, or else fly off to a distance on the approach of a

slranger, In the countries where !5:1'}' build, 1]“'_‘;“ will L
drop down from their perch on the top of a tree, and

hide in the thick brushwood. 'l']Jt'].' are j_fﬂlrii birds to

eat, and are procured in numbers for the table. They

associate in some dezree with ieldfares, and even with

Missel Thrushes, but -r||:}' I"'ll:[illll'-||'i1:|rr1 as their !till_ﬂ:it 18

different.  They may readily be preserved in a large

aviary.

Their flizht is quick and a little undulated, performed
by a series of flappings of the wings, with short intervals,
during which they descend a little.

Insects afford their “Preflerential sharves,” and in search
of these they are secen in open weather on the ground
in the fields, wheve, standing for a while motionless,
with the head turned towards the wind, if there be any,
the wings slightly drooped, and the tail straight or a
little raised, each individual, on perceiving what it is
in search of, n worm, caterpillar, beetle, or other insect,
hops brix‘kl}' to the spot, and makes its meal. When
such food is hidden by snow, they resort to hawthorn
and holly bushes, anil partake of this frugal fare; and
if this F-ltlrpl}-‘ in turn lliL][H. th!"\' are t'lrll!iu'”t':l to seek
the margins of streams, where some seanty resources
may still be to be found, and, as before observed, turn
also to the neighbourhood of the ocean. In very severe
seasons numbers perish from the effects of cold and
hunger. The years 1799, 1814, and 1522 were pecu-
liarly fatal to them.

vol. T 9
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of the Redwing, a wveritable “Swedish

llll' =501

.\i'-;]nli'-'.C||:'.“ known indeed in the northern countries
by the name of that bird, 15 described as being exceed-

|'1:'_:|I\' beauttful. *Its hirgh and varied notes, Siy's
Linnmeus, in hiz “Tour in | 'i'l'"-" .Y “rival those of
the Nightingale herself.™ It 15 loud, sweet, clear, and
musical, with yet o wildness, which gives it an 1nex-
-f!l'l'--ihil' charm in the ear of the lover of such strains
ns J nny Lind has so enchantinely eultivated, and which
_L:i‘-'f.' such I.\;"!'-"-"-.‘."'.l to her Norse songs. It has how-

ever an ordinary note as well, and about the end of

."-i.l:'l'll, and the li_’:.l.:IEII..:' of "L!‘l'”. |.L!'::- numbers of

these hirds m ¥ be seen collected together at th top
of a tree, and uttering torether a not '!I:J'!- e kind
of murm concert, more or less | ] ril.
howi v, their nary Teld. 15 a rathet harsh ] |

*Il.

The nest 1s 51} weldl in the centre of a thorm or other
busgh, alder, birch, or other tree, and 15 made of moss,
roots, and dry grass outwardly, cemented together with
i:?‘-l.:ll.i!j.' with finer crass.

The eceres are smd to be found in June, and to he
towards =ix in number, of a pale bluich green, spotted
with reddish brown.

Mever =avs that two broods are reported to be reared

Male: leneth, {from abont ecicht inches and a quarter

to eight and three-quarters; bill, brownish black above

and on the end of the lower mandible: the inner half

15 ornnge _1.-.-}}.:1.-., as are the edoes of the upper part:
a band of _‘Lt'”".t ish white runs from the base of the
1

bill hall-wav down the neck, and a continuous line of

close ]_".'“'t'l dark Spois. Iris, brown—over it, and extend-

ine to the back of the head, s a broad band of
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yi Howish white: the feathers of the 1-_!.'1"|-'L|l.- ara \\11'Lt':.-|l:

v black streak passes, as it were, through the eye;
there are a few bristly feathers along the base of the
upper mandible. Head on the ecrown, dark olive
brown, on the sides, dark dusky brown, streaked with
brownish white, the shaflts of the feathers ]!Jl.'i]]:.{ |]l:14‘l':
neck in front and on the sides, white, li.1'.:_;{'t|. with
rufous Vi llow, each [eather with an elongated brownish
black spot at the end and on the centre; nape, olive
brown: chin and rL|:-.|f.. 4l|u|. 1.'.']1if.|'; ln;u-.l.-{ on the
middle and lower part, grevish white, with brown
spots, pale on the sides, which are partly red; back,
alive brown, paler on the lower part.

The wings are rather long, and of eighteen quills;
the first 1s "'“-'l"'“”-']}' .-||1;1[|, the fourth the lungL'h[, the
third a little shorter, the second and fAfth about :':]ll:ll.
The wings extend to the width of from about one
foot one inch and r'!||:-+_--ri|1:11"lx_'|5 to one oot two and a
-]11.|rr|-:'; ';II'i.'I!l.i.Ii"h, (]l'l'|r II1."=I'-'I-'|I;. thewr outer "-'r'l.'].l.‘i
yellowish brown; the inner webs towards the base are
tinged with red; underneath, they are grey; second-
aries, deep brown, the three last tipped with greyish
white; tertiaries, deep brown; greater and lesser under
wing coverts, red,. The tail feathers are rather narrow,
the coloar brown, the outermost feather with a white
spot on the inner web at the end; underncath, it s
grey; upper 1;|.'||. coverts, ;}]i\'l;- h]'uwn: under t.|i|. covierts,
dull white. Legs and toes, pale reddish brown; claws,
dusky, orange-coloured underneath: they are long,
slender, and a good deal curved.

The female very closely resembles the male in general
appearance; length, from seven inches and three-quarters
to about eight and a quarter; the bill has the yellow

colour more dull than in the male; the markings on
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1]|.|:' Ilr."ck are not =o h];lr]-:, and the red on the sides
of the breast is not so bright. 'The wings expand to

the width of from one foot one inch and a quarter to

one foot one and three-quarters; the under wing coverts
are less brightly marked with red.

e |

White, cream-coloured, and variesated individuals are

.‘-il.]‘] o hil."l.'l' ]lt'l'lﬁ llllt"l']'\.l ||..
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the neck are not =0 black, and the red on the sides !
of the breast 15 not so hl'i.:.:':ti. The "-".“1.!.':-"' l'-\["il“'l Lo ’A"‘-\'
the width of from onec foot one inch and a quarter to
one oot one and 1||Ik'L-IlII.l1'TL'|.‘-,' the under wing coverts
are less brightly marked with red.

"I.'!.-h]'tq-1 :-n-;u;:-|_'u|1|u:'|_-Li, anil varie ;:ift'xl individuals are -
said to have been observed. }

i
t
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THRUSH.

THROSTLE. SONG TIHRUSH. CUMMON THRUSH. MAVIS.

Frardiin wusics. I'exxaxt. Moxrtaou.
Mernla musica, SELBY.
Lurdus—A Thrush Musticus—AMusical.

L'ris favourite bird i1s a native of Europe generally,
being common, during summer, in Denmark, Norway,
Sweden, and  ussia, from whence it extends over
Germany, France, Italy, and Greece. In Asia Minor
it 1% also to be scen.

[t is dispersed over the whole of our islands—in
England, Ireland, Scotland, Wales, the IHebrides, the
Orknews, and Shetland, frequenting a variety of situations
—the wood and the ;_:-H'L!L'n. the thicket and the meadow,
the shrubbery and the lawn, the plantation and the
chiff. The beautiful song of the Thrush may be con-
tinually heard, even in the parks in London, and in
Kensington Gardens.

It remains with us 1h:'ung]|.uu1, the :;'L'il.l',Llul in the
winter many additions to the numbers of our native
birds are made from the northern paris of I':lll"::']_ﬂ-'_q.
from whence they are driven by the inclemency of
the climate. A north-east wind is their “favouring gale,”
and having recruited their strength for some days after
their arrival, they move still farther southwards in our

island.
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The Thrush is I|1.L]1 and -_-']115:_1[”[}' in all its actions,
neat in its shape, harmless in its habits, pretty, though
plain, in its plamage, and familiar in its disposition. It 1s
not, strictly speaking, gregarious, though not a few are
frequently seen together. The author of the *“*Journal
uf i :\-:iilu'.l]iht,“ My, lk-t'..ip]}, ;_'i'-'l'- |!.il' 11!']:"-\'i.1l_'_7 ;II.'
lu_'ru-_-riu;; account of a E'I:'I:il' of these birds: —“We observed
tEi]‘b hlllllll]{l', l'ﬂ'\.r l‘L:ltI.Illu.lll l]l:'ll"'\-tji"'\- j‘llljltrllilj]i.\_ 1.|.l1.
shrubs on the green in our garden. From the slen-
derness of their forms, and the freshness of their plumage,
we pronounced them to be birds of the preceding summer.
There was an association and friendship between them
that called our attention to their actions. One of them
"{'L'Itll_'l.l .|||E||:_:. or :-l'l'iuli." I-|.II|||]. =0T |’U1.!.|.]_1|- al L |_I'_|I,||_' -
for 1hu:|g]m i ]ulpjun! about, yet it .l]l-;ll'.l,!'l":l unable to
obtain Hr:liif.'in-l'.t_x of food. Its l..:lll]r.ll'.i-rll. an active
sprightly bird, would frequently bring it worms or snails,
when they mutually partook of the banquet; and the
ailing bird would wait patiently, understand the actions,
expect the assistance of the other, and advance from
its asylum upon its approach. This procedure was

witnessed some ilil:l.':\'. but after a time we missed the

fostered bird, which probably died, or by reason of

its weakness, met with some fatal accident.”

The Thrush is a tameable bird, and, if encouraged,
in hard weather, will come close to the window for food.
He is, however, not deficient in cunning, and will eften
bafle a pursuer by lying close in the bottom of a hedge,
until the danger has past, when he will fly off in the
opposite direction, with a loud chattering noise. 'T'hrushes
are good birds to eat, and are often sold in the markets

with their kindred species. They have not unfrequently

been known to take refuge in houses, when pursued

1]}' I {.1'“"\5-.
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Their flight, which is capable of being prolonged to

ereat distance, 15 rapid, ]1:-:'1'-r1'|m-|‘. in moderate curves,
with quick flaps, intermitted at intervals, often at a
considerable elevation, but generally rather low. On
the eround, in (uest of food, rh--}- 11|‘u-s[| the win:._:.—: n
little, and . with the tail nearly horizontal, raise the head
askance; if anything in the shape of food is descried,
they move quickly to it, their general mode of progression
being by a series of ln.lglﬂ. If in a listless wmood, the
tail and wings are drooped, the neck drawn in, and
the feathers ruflled out: in this attitude they may often
be seen perched on a stone, or branch of a tree or
hedge. They settle very suddenly.

Their food consists of snails, insects, worms, caterpil-
lars, and fruits: and in the winter berries and =ceds
of different kinds contribute to their sustenarfbe. The
former they break the hard shells of by hammering
them with their bills acainst some aecustomed stone,
as on a Druidical cromlech, deriving, as they do, their
mi:,[ir'. from the Ancient Dritish times, before the treach-
erons Saxons, or the Norman adventurers had touched
the .'“!Ii].

As for the note, that man can have no music m his
soul, who does not love the song of the Throstle. Whe
would mot stand still to listen to it in the tranquil
summer evening, and look for the plice of the vocalist?
Presently you will discover the delightful bird pouring
forth his lay from the top of some neighbouring tree;
you will see his throat swelling with his love-song,
and |!!|1'.|.1' iL }'ml. :||1;|:».'1 II :.'ul:l choose to |i]!;l'l'. 'lIH
sable night casts her dark mantle on all around, and
wraps the face of nature in the shroud. Begun with
the dawn of day, the Mavis has continued his clear

and liquid notes at intervals till now that evening has
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come, when he must sing his evening hymn, and remind
you of your own orisons to the Great Creator. The
calm eventide is the hour at which he most delights
to sing, and rich and eloquent then, as always, are
his strains. Uninterruptedly he warbles the mellifluous
and harmonious sounds, which now rise in strength,
and now fall in measured cadences, filling your ear
with the ravishing melody, and now die away so soft

and low, that they are scarcely audible, If you alarm

him, you break the charm; he will suddenly cease, and
silently drop into the underwood beneath.

Each modulation consists of four or five ."_"||].|.1I|.I.'i.
cach !':-|!L'.L1wl from three or four to seven times,
and then changed for another movement. They are
uttered more slowly or more rapidly at different times,
and the® tones are sometimes so varied, that they
might be supposed to proceed from different birds, at
different distances from the listener. Meyer also men-
tions that he has heard the chant of the Nightingale
successfully imitated. T'wo birds at a distance will often
answer to each other in “Strophé” and “Antistrophé,”
the one beginning when the other ceases; and several
may often be heard singing together in concert at one
and the same time.

The Thrush begins to sing in the very earliest part
of the year, even in January or February, according to
the season, and has been heard so soon as the third of
the former month: even the heaviest rain does not stop
its lay. Those to whose cars the voice of the Throstle
is familiar, and before whose minds the recollection of
their school days brings the name *“Ludovique Desprez,”
will be able to appreciate the suggestion of a similitude of
that date between the sweet note of the bird and the

liquid name of the editor of the Delphin edition of
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[Horace. A somewhat similar classical likeness has been
recorded in the reference to the note of the DBlue
Titmouse, and the “Pleasures of Memory™ will at all
events, I feel assured, be allowed to plead in excuse
of the comparison, even if the resemblance be not so
striking to all minds as it is to mine, and I doubt not
is also te those of some of my old schoolfellows,

The Thrush begins to sing so early as from one to
two o'clock in the long midsummer mornings. It may
be taught to whistle many tunes and waltzes with great
]n-.'t'i-3ﬂ11, [t sometimes ii1]:_:.- while ﬁitl-l:h.'_{ on the nest.
When perched upon a tree, whether it be a high or a
low one, it is almost always at or near the top that
the strain 1s uttered.

Nidification commences the latter end of .‘rI;u'c]J, and
the eggs are deposited earlier or later in Apul, though
sometimes not until May, according to the season.
Nests have been known to have been begun even so
early as the middle of February, but frost caused them
to be deserted. They are correspondingly able to fly
from the latter end of Aprl to the middle of June,
and have been known to have been hatched even on
the last day of March. A second brood is generally
reared in the scason, and if one set of eggs is destroyed,
a second is produced in a fortnight, or even a thied if
need be. The female 1s :_-}.;erml_'l}' attentive to her L'll.nll":-:E'-
and will sit on the nest until quite closely approached,
and will sometimes suffer herself to be taken sooner than
forsake it. [f you disturb and alarm her, she will
testify her anxiety by flying round you with ruflled
feathers, and out-spread tail, uttering a note of alarm,
and ‘.'inltrnll}' ﬁtl:lpping the bill. [f ulnuuluslud, both
birds have been known to pick up crumbs of bread
thrown down to l]u_'m, and to gi‘.‘e them to their young.

Yol. I, L
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Mr. Macgillivray had a male Thrush, which when
only six weeks old, brought up a brood of half-fledged
Larks; and also fed a yvoung Cuckoo with the most
tender care and anxiety. The Thrush was however repaud
with the most base ingratitude by his thankless protegé,
for after he had taught it to feed itself, it repeatedly
attacked its benefactor, and wonld :-'L'.'u'{:q'l_!,‘ even allow
him to partake of the least atom of food. Another,
also a young bird, kept in a cage with a young Black-
bird by a gentleman in the city of Norwich, having
soon learned to feed itself, undertook the care of its
companion, which it fed perseveringly for ten days,
until at the t'.‘ipit'.‘t[iirh of that pvl'iuﬂ it too was able
to feed itself, which before it was not. If the eggs of
another kindred species should be placed in the nest
of a Thrush, both will be educated together without
distinction—*'nulle discrimine.’

The nest is (‘mn]mwnl of moss, small T.wigs, straws,
lr_*:n'c's, roots, stems of |11.ml:~'. and £rass, compnctud
together with some tenacious substance with tolerable
ingenuity, and is lined with a congeries of clay and
decayed wood. Its diameter i1s usually about three
inches and a half or four inches inside, and about
secven outside; its depth from two and a half to four,
It is placed in a hedge or thick bush of any kind at
a small height from the ground, and likewise at times
on a rough bank among moss, brambles, or shrubs, as
also, where the country is unwooded, under the shelter
of some projecting stone or crag, in the crevice of a
rock, or in a tuft of heath. One has been known to
be placed on a rail, and one on the shaft of a thrashing
machine: they are not unfrequently found in a shed
or open tool-house. These birds are sometimes very

expeditious in erecting their nests.—*“Thus,” says Mr.

-
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Macgillivray, “on Thursday morning, the 1th. of June,
1837, a pair began to build in an apple-trec 1n my
g;m]rn. Un |"L'i.d:1y afternoon the nest was finished, and
on Saturday morning, the 17th., the first egg was laid
in it, although the plaster in the inside was very wet.
On "I-"-'t-flun-hd.t_'.'. the 21st,, the female began to sit on five
eoes, and on Monday, the 17th. of July, the young
ones flew out of their nest.™

The late amiable Dr. Stanley, Bishop of Norwich,
whom I have so frequently had the pleasure of quoting
from, gives the following account as an instance of the
confidence which the Thrush, if undisturbed, will exhibit
in building its own habitation close to that of man:—
A short time ago, in Scotland, some carpenters working
in a shed adjacent to a house, observed one of these
birds flying in and out, which induced them to direct
their attention to the cause, when to their .l:l.l.rpris:.‘,
they found a nest commenced among the teeth of a
harrow, which, with some other farming-tools and im-
plements, were placed upon the joists of the shed just
over their heads. The carpentcrs had arrived soon after
six o'clock; and at seven, when they found the nest, it
was in a state of great forwardness, and had evidently
been the morning's work of a pair of these indefatigable
birds. Their activity throughout the day was incessant,
and when the workmen left off in the evening, and
came .'L:_:niu in the morning, they found the female seated
on her half-finished mansion;: and, when she flew off for
a short li:m'_. it was found that she had :L]I'L::ul_\.' laid an
e, t]Lun:.:ll the bottom of the nest was the UJLI}' part
plastered and completed. When all was finished, the
male bird took his share in the |1:LlL']Lirtj_:, and thull.:.:ll
he did not sit so !l;rng, he was very attentive in I'i.'L'l;lin_t_;

her when on the mnest: the young were hatched in
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thirteen {];ij.'.-h As []Il.':l.' grew, and I'c'ilui.n'n:] greater
supplies, the entrance and retreat of the old ones through
the door was so i':l]1iil that 1t could :l_‘il.i'l.'l_'l.'l.' be secen,
but was only known by the sound as they darted over
the heads of the men—anothes |11'Lh-1' of the 1'.|]|i|lit_\' of
flight of even the slower flying birds, when urged by
necessity,

"Il'-i.'l:'_‘r l'.‘ll'[}' in the biu"lll._:: odd cgrs are ?‘{]lll['lil”f'h ['-,_ul.ml
here and there; and one has been known placed on a
]JI':'IIIL‘II fll- a tree :‘"I]E'l]HI:ITI'I.] Ill.Ii_'\ t:l:p al "p'l_'l':q,' :-]]i:ﬁlll ill'l‘l_'-
tion of moss. It Itl't‘ll'lil"llll_"u' is the case that the nest
15 very conspicuous for a time, from being placed among
the branches of some deciduous shrub, whose anticipated
leaves have either been too soon ealeulated on by the bird,
or have been kept back by some fortuitous change of
weather. It is very light in weight, and it is curious
how it, and the same applies to the nests of other birds,
retains its ]I]:u:‘-' when even the sirongest trees are over-
thrown by some tremendous gale,

Mr. John H. Blundell, of Luton, Bedfordshire, informs
me that he has found the nest of a Thrush in the side
of a round wheat stack.

The eggs, usually four or five in number, are of a
beautiful clear greenish blue colour, with more or fewer
distinct black spots and dots, principally over the larger
end. The youngest of my three boys, Marmaduke
Charles Frederick Morris, has one entirely plain, with
the exception of a single dot. They vary considerably
In size: some arc very small.

Male; length, from about cight inches and a half to nine
inches and a quarter. The hill is rather large in pro-
portion to the size of the bird—along the base of the

upper mandible, which is of a blackish brown colour, are

a few bristly feathers; the lower mandible is pale dusky
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vellowish red. Iris, rich dark chesnut brown; a dark
strenk runs from the bill to it, and over it, l'uﬁuin;{
from the base of the bill, is a fnint 5_:1’v:.'i.~;]1 }'cl]uw
streak ; eyelids, grey. Head on the crown, brownish
olive, with a tinge of reddish brown; neck in front and
on the sides, from the head, pale reddish yellow, each
feather terminated by a triangular-shaped brownish black
spot; neck on the back, and nape, brownish olive: chin,
‘-1-'||-|t4'; throat, }'L']ln".'-"l‘-]l white. “r:'u'-it, ]1:_'.|r|}‘ white,
or yellowish white, above with spots, below without; on
the sides it is more or less tinged with pale reddish
and olive. Back, brownish olive, with a tinge of yellow-
ish grey.

The wings, when closed, reach to near the middle
of the tail; they extend in width from one foot one
inch to one foot two inches and threc-quarters; greater
wing coverts, brown, and lichter brown with dull buff
tips; primariecs, secondaries, and tertiaries, di:i:p brown,
their outer webs reddish brown, the inner webs tinged
with buff’ or light reddish yellow, and the latter-named
Ti]'IlH'Il with ]r.11x' buff. The first Iil.l.i“ feather is very
short and slender, the second nearly as long as the fifth,
the third and fourth nearly equal in length, and longer
than the second, the third the longest in the wing;
larger and lesser under wing coverts, bufl or light red-
dish yellow. The tail is rather narrow, and rounded at
the end. Its colour is brownish olive, the inner webs
of the feathers darker—underneath, it is reddish brown;
under tail coverts, white or }'L'iim'ri-JL white, streaked
with brown. [Legs and toes, pale yellowish grey,
underneath darker and tinged with yellow, the heel
dull :l.'vl]u'-r; claws, brown.

The female 1s generally rather smaller than the male.

Length, from eight inches to eight and a half. The
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neck in front and on the sides is of a paler yellow, and
the spots also are not so dark. The wings extend from
one foot to one foot one inch or over.

In the young, when ﬂcdged, the whole |11LL|11;1:,_;-|: 18
less compact, and the bill is paler-coloured than in the
adult bird. The inside of the mouth is orange, and at
the corners of the bill yellow; iris, brownish Dblack.
Head on the sides, and on the crown, brownish olive,
tinged with reddish brown, each feather with a slight
central streak of yellow. Neck, brighter in front in the
}'U]Im\', and the spots darker than in the male—the
yvellow fades with age; chin, darker than in the mature
bird. Back above, brownish olive, the feathers lighter
in their centre; on its lower part olive brown, tinged
with grey. Greater wing coverts, brown, mottled with
reddish brown; lesser wing coverts, brown, much streaked
and tipped with pale brown; primaries, secondaries, and
tertiaries, dusky, the outer webs of the quills generally
tinged with yellowish. Toes, pale yellowish red, tinged
in front with blue, and beneath yellow; the heel yellow.

After the first autumnal moult the plumage is complete.

Individuals of this species vary, as will appear, very
considerably in size. In the autumn the feathers have
become more or less ragged and worn, and all the colours
have faded Eons.itlcr:lbl}', the brown into grey, and the
yellow into greyish white.

Mr. Bix, of DBongate, writes me word of white
T'hrushes found two successive years in that neighbour-
hood, the one nest being within forty yards of the
preceding one. The former contained four young, two
of them white with red eyes, and the other two of the
common colour. ‘L'he latter had also four young, one
of them white, and three of them of the proper colour;
the eyes of the latter, which was kept alive, became




I R R R RO AEEABBBRARAAAD™—@™™™™™™//™™ /o

THRUSH.

=
e ]

afterwards darker; so also Dr. Henry Moses, of Appleby,
Westmoreland, tells me that last year a Thrush’s nest
was found in that neighbourlicod with three cream-
coloured and two usual-coloured young ones, and that this
year five were found in a nest all eream-coloured: in
one which was taken and kept alive the eyes were
scarlet.

J. W, Lukis, Esq. has forwarded me a curious variety
of the young of this spccies, which is all over of a
light yellowish brown colour, the breast shewing inci-
pient marks of the usual spots. There was another
of the same colour in the nest, one of which was left
with its parents, which were of the ordinary colour, and
Wils h]'ullj_:]lt up ]J_'l.' lhl'lll; the other, the one in fiL:L'H[[nu.
was kept alive for a month with care. Another, an old
bird, was observed at the same time, and the same
place, Heacham Hall, near Lynn, Norfolk, with white

feathers in its tail.




WHITE'S THRUSH.
Purdus TWhited, Eyrox. Goonp. Yannerr.
Turdus—A. Thrush I hitei—Of White.

A srecimex of this bird was shot by Lord Malmesbury,
at Herons Court, his seat near Christchurch, Hampshire,
on the 24th. of January, 1828. Another is said to
have been killed in the New Forest, in the same county, /
by one of the Forest keepers, but in the absence of i
names or dates nothing conclusive can be sad about it.
Closely allied species are natives of remote Japan and
Java, and two specimens of the former are related to have
been obtained in FEurope, on the banks of the Elbe,
but as Mr. Yarrell says that the wing of one of them
is longer than in the Japanese bird, it may belong to a
distinct species. Ar. Yarrell further remarks that one
of the two European ones, and one from Japan, appear
to be identical with Lord Malmesbury’s specimen, and |
that another from Australia seems to agree with that
said to have been procured in the New Forest. If how-
ever, “facts are stubborn things’ so are measurements;
for not to lay stress on the difference between the
respective lengths of each individual bird referred to, L
only two of which, the Australian and the Japanese
one, are alike in this respect, the others being more oy
or less widely different from these and from each other,

nw.‘;suring severally twelve inches and a half, twelve

inches, eleven inches and a half, and ten inches and
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three quarlers in length, the comparative anatomy, so

to eall it, of eanch, is also dissimilar: thus, in Lord

Malmesbury's :-]n;i.‘.u:]], the second and fourth quill

feathers are of L-:|L1.L|. h_':l'.l'_:lh, amdl 1n the J.lp.lltt'h‘t! bard

I_EI.I_' ;.l|:!|-\.l II||I,I! E.\IHI':'H.. ]l.L L]H_‘ one I..]l.ll.l.'l. -lil."l':l.. 1.|I.|.': hl'L:l‘ll‘llE.

and sixth are equal, in that from Australia, the 1|I.1ll:'lt,‘
fourth, and fifth are nearly equal, and i the one said

to have been met with in the New Forest, the third

and fifth are ul||:'.]. Mr. Gould also observes that the

Lill in the European specimen is not so large as in the

Asiatic ones. I cannot therefore spenk with any degree |
of certainty as to the specific ilentity or dissimilarity of
these different individuals, but all that I can sugpest 18

that they may belong to two or more different, but

closely allied species: the outward appearance of each

one 1% very muech, I believe, that of the others.

The following is the-description from Yarrell of the
British specimen, which, as having been procured in
][;1r|';p_~.|_-|.i;|'|-, was named after the Rev. Gilbert -iln‘rrll.iLT_',
of Selborne, h:.- T. C. Eyton, Esq., of l“.}'trm, Shropshire:
—Length, one foot and half-an-inch; bill, dark brown,
except the base of the under mandible, which is pale
}'r_'l:q-‘.'l.' brown: the Epace between the hill and the eye
is pale brown, and from the lower edge of the under
mandible descends a narrow dark streak. Iris, hazel;
head on the buck, yellow brown, the feathers tipped
with black; neck in front, white, the feathers tipped
with crescent-shaped black spots; nape, yellow brown,
the feathers tipped with black. Chin and throat, white ;
breast, white, with a tinge of yellowish brown, all the
feathers tipped with a black crescent; back, yellow
brown, darker than on the head, the feathers tipped
in the form of a crescent with black, the shaft of ecach
feather yellow.

vOL. 101, i
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The wings are rather short, and do mnot reach far
over the tail; greater wing coverts, dark brown with
light yellow brown ends, forming together two oblique
cross bars; lesser wing ecoverts, also brown, with broad
pale yellow ends, the side webs black, the shafts vel-
low brown. Primaries, pale brown on the outer web,
brownish black on the inner web with dark brown
ends, the shafts black; the first quill feather is very
short, the second a little longer than the fifth, the
third and fourth r.'n:lll.:i.l and the lull:_;:'al'_ in the 11.'i:|._:_:;
sccondaries and tertiaries, pale brown on the outer web,
brownish black on the inner web, with dark brown
ends, the shafts black: lesser under wing coverts, white
at the base, and black at the tip. The tail has the
four middle feathers uniform pale brown, the others
darker in the webs, but lighter at the ends, and of
these the outer ones are the lightest; underneath, it
is greyish brown, the shafts of tlLe feathers white;
upper tail coverts, yellow brown, darker than on the
head, the feathers tipped in the form of a crescent
with black, the shaft of each feather yellow; under
tail coverts, white. Legs and toes, pale brown; the
claws rather lighter.

Y Las
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GOLD-VENTED THRUSH.

Turdus au .-'."_-,r.:.».'."a ., VieLLor,
Turdus -'-":'."-'.-'.-'l."-"l-ﬂ-'.-.-'. 'I.‘Z\!\'I:I:'H'I-: l.:l'rjl-'ll,'\'.
Hiamalopnis .'_-':-_l'_:,-..'._.-_r'.-';-.r.'.'-.._ SWAINSON,
.I”_-_,'.'.'.n.-_-.-ur’l.' ¢ chrys i haties, TiosmMpsoN,
Tyrdus—A Throsh. ,||.'.|'."I.'-r fer Awrnm—0Gold, Gaster—

The belly.

Tuis is an African species, and as such was described
by the celebrated Le Vaillant, whose entertaining travels
are so well known. As far as appears, it may be rare
even in its native country, for only a pair were seen,
one of ‘.'ﬁ']lir"n. ['th‘ 1|1.|1|_'_. was shot ]r:..’ Le 1'|.".l-luil.tl.!.‘5 colm-
panion, Klaas, on the banks of the Grootvis river, in
[ affirland; but the other, the female, escaped, his gun
being only a .»'111;;]|-~b.1t'rr-1lt-d one; and though they
gsearched the district for several days, they saw no
others, nor even the female again. In all probability,
however, the bird may be common in some one or
more parts of that vast continent.

The only other specimen of the (Ju:lhi-w_-ntcd Thrush
that seems to be on record was shot at Mount Deresford,
in the county and near the town of Waterford, in
Ireland, in the month of January, 1838, by a boy who
was shooting Blackbirds, and by whom it was suppesed
toc be one of those birds. Both the season and the
locality must alike have been strange to it, for, as was

Rizzio's, its “home is far away,” and on what errand,
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and Linmuf_:h what combination of cireumstanees it eame
hither, is beyond the hazard even of a conjecture.
Male; length, seven inches and a half; bill, black.
A rudimentary crest is formed by the feathers of the
head when raised, they being slightly elongated. THend
on the crown, and neck on the back, and nape, brown,
Throat and neck in frout, brown, becoming lighter
on the breast, which fades below into dall white. Back,
have

brown, not so dark as the head. The wi
the first quill feather very short, only an inch in length,
the second three-quarters of an inch longer than the
first, but shorter than the third, the fourth the longest
in the wing. The tail is slightly forked; under tail
coverts, brilliant yellow. Legs, toes, and claws, black.

This description is taken from Mr. Yarrell’s, who had
the egpecimen lent to him by Dr. Burkitt, of Waterford,

into whose possession it had come.
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Turdus sazratilis, TevMyixek.
Petrocinela soratilis, Vigong,  Gournp.
Turdus—A Thrush. Saratilis—Pertnining to Hocks.

Sexum—A Iock,

Trais bird is a native of Europe, Asia, and Africa,
fr 11111-r.1inj_: the most desolate parts of mountainous and
rocky districts, where culture i1s next to impossible, and
comparative sceurity is therefore gained. The wild fast-
nesses of the great chain of the Uralian Mountains, the
precipices of the snow-clad Alps, the gorges of the
Pyrences, and other kindred places, give it a home
and an abiding place in Germany, France, and Swit-
zerland, Spain, and the Tyrol, Italy, Turkey, Sicily,
and the islands of the Greecian seas.

Our only specimen—‘vix ea nostra voco'—was shot
on the 19th. of May, 1843, by Mr. Joseph I'rigg, at
Therfield, near Royston, in the county of lertford. Mr.
Yarrell was the first to give a fizure of it as a Dritish
gpecies.  Another individual is also mentioned by him,
s ]hl‘-'iﬂj_{ been said to have been killed h_'l.' i 11_:'.1||'|1']u'4-!1q-|.'.
but neither date nor locality is recorded.

It migrates in the colder season of the year -from the
more northern to the more southern of the countries
mentioned above.

It is a very shy bird, but nevertheless is capable of
being kept in confinement.
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Its food consists of insects and berries of various kinds.

The Rock Thrush is an excellent songster, and has
been known to sing at night if a candle was brought
into the room in which the cage was p!.u‘ud.

The nest 15 said to bhe made of moss. It is Eﬂ.m: d
in crevices of rocks, whether those which have fallen
down from their primeval resting-place, or those that
still abide in the p].n“l_' of their hoar .||Lt;i:i'.|.[[}'_ ;

The eggs are described as being four, or thereabouts
in number, and of a greenish blue colour, without spots.

Male; length, seven inches and a half; bill, black;
iris, dark brown. Xead, crown, and neck all round,
.'|H|[ nape, bluish gIcy; I‘h]‘.l, :]Il"!-.l!, and |>t|_';|x[. ]:_:E'.i
chesnut brown. Back, on the upper part, bluish grey,
passing into brown on the shoulders; on the remainder
principally white, with a few bluish feathers. Greater
wing coverts, dark brown, almost blackish, tipped with
white; lesser win; coverts, also dark brown, ]1v;1]']:.'
blackish brown. Tail, chesnut brown, the two central
ones rather darker than the others; upper tail coverts,
dark brown; under tail coverts, lizht chesnut brown.
Legs and toes, dark reddish brown.

Female: head and crown, dull brown: neck on the
back, dull brown, on the sides pure white; nape, dull
brown; some of all these brown feathers are oceasionally
varied with ash-coloured brown. Chin, throat, and
breast, reddish white, with five transverse lines at the

end of each feather; back, brown, with some large

white spots. Tail, light chesnut brown, the two middle
feathers ash-coloured brown.

Young; head, crown, neck on the back, and nape,
light ash-coloured brown, each feather terminated with
a spot of ;:rt'}'iF}l white. Chin, throat, and breast,

reddish white, much varied with the latter colour,

!

o
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which 1s again intersected with brown lines. Back,
light ash-coloured brown, the feathers terminated with
a spot of greyish white. Greater and lesser wing
coverls, l..-:J;_'n.'d with grey and tipjnu:l with white; Iu‘l—
maries and secondaries, tipped with white. Tail, red,

tipped with white.

For the description of this bird I am indebted to
Mr. Yarrell's work.




G-l

BLACKBIRD.

Turdus wiernla, Pexxant. MoxTacu.
Merula 1 .-:"_._.'.J. i1, srLey. Govrnn.
Turdus—A Throsh. Merule—A Blackbird.

II.IHIJL-{-” sober and Ll:l]rn'.'il'm]iu_-_{ in ]1[111||:|_-_:r-, }.".‘l, as
thoroughly associated with every sylvan scene, the
Blackbird must always be, as doubtless he always has
been, one of our most favourite birds. When the
ground is covered with snow, “that of the day as
white, as Aristotle says, 4s that which has lain congealed
for a thousand years, then is our bird seen to the
greatest advantage, a sable beauty indeed, black as
ebony itself, the dazzling white contrasting well with
his dark garb, and each in turn setting off and height-
ening the appearance of the other

From the northern parts of Europe—Sweden and
Norway, its range extends over the whole of the Euro-
pean continent, through Germany, where it remains
throughout the year, and Greece, Switzerland, and
France, to the north of Africa, and thence to the
Azores, In Asia it is also common—in Syria and
other parts.

[t is found in greater or less plenty it all parts of
England, Wales, Ireland, and Scotland, the IHebrides,
the Orkneys, and Shetland. In the Orkneys it breeds,
but not in great numbers, being the most abundant there
in winter. In the Hebrides, and any particularly |_:.|.:'1'|=.-rl‘I

districts of the north, it is said not to breed.
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It ﬁwpwnl:: cardens, both walled and others, groves
and shrubberies, hedge-rows and copses, moist places
in woods, marshy grounds, tangled brakes, the sides of
walls, and the margins of streams, especially if bordered
by wood, in more or less abundance.

[t is with us a permanent resident, affecting  the
more cultivated in preference to the more wild parts
of the country, and in winter it draws nearer to the
neighbourhood of houses and towns, according to the
state of the weather, but generally keeps beneath the
sheltering protection of trees, hedges, or bushies, among
which it hops with singular eelerity if pursued, its
presence being often only known on hearing its note of
alarm.

About the beginning of November, very large flocks
arrive on the mnorth-eastern coasts from more northern
countries, and, after recruiting their strength for a few
days, wing their way to the south and west.

In its habits it is restless, shy, and vigilant, and if
alarmed or disturbed, either lies close till the danger
is past, or suddenly takes wing with a wvociferous
chattering cry; if in the breeding-season, its partner
soon shares its Hij_{1rl1. It is most seen in the mm‘niug
antdl evening, following its avocations in a more retired
manner in the middle of the day. It is rather of a
pugnacious disposition, and especially ,jealous in the
spring of the approach of others to the spot selected
for its nest. It is easily kept in confinement, but is
fond of attacking and teasing its companions, if placed
in an aviary in company with other birds. The male
and female are rI'L'[IUE"I';[IF s0en luguthcr in winter, and
it is believed that, at all events in many instances,
they pair for life; the members of the family do not
keep together long after the young are able to fly.

woL. 115 E
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and though three or four Blackbirds may often be
scen near together for a short time in the same locality,
it is a mere community of object, and none of natural
ﬁ':.‘litlg:. that has brought them into neighbourhood;
neither do they consort with other species. 'They arve
very good birds to cat.

A verv young Blackbird, says Mr. Jesse, was put into
a cage which was hung up under the porch of a lodge:
after the bird had become reconciled to its confinement,
and had begun to feed, an older Blackbird was caught
and put into the same cage. This old bird moped,
and refused to feed itself, and would probably have
died, had not the younger brought it food in its
bill, and in every respect treated it as if it had been
its mother, nourishing it with the greatest perseverance
for some time. Again, a cat was observed on the top
of a paled fence, endeavouring to get at a Blackbird’s
nest which was near it; the hen left the nest on
her approach, flew to meet her in a state of great
alarm, and placed herself almost within her reach,
uttering the most piteous screams of wildness and
despuir.  The cock bird, on perceiving the [danger,
shewed the greatest distress, and uttered loud sereams
and outeries, sometimes settling on the fence just before
the cat, who was unable to make a spring, in conse-
quence of the parrowness of its footing. After a little
time, the cock bird flew at the cat, settled on her
back, and pecked her head with such violence that
she fell to the ground, followed by the Blackbird, who
succeeded in driving her away. A second time the
same scene occurred; the Blackbird was again vietorious,
and the cat became so intimidated at the attacks made
upon her, that she gave over her attempts to get at
the young omes. After each battle the Blackbird
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celebrated his \':.r‘tﬁ*.'_'-.' with a song, and for several :1;1:.'5
alterwards he would hunt the ecat about the 3_;‘:111]1.‘u
whenever she leflt the house. HL' .'Idllh t!mt ]u'. also
knew an instance of a pair of Blackbirds following a
boy into a house, and pecking at his head while he
was conveying one of their young into it. IHe very
properly observes that people little think what misery
1|||_l.' oceasion to birds when ‘.|||-_'.' ¢1|'|||'W|' them of
the brood which they have been cherishing with so
much tenderness and alfection. “The ernel lr.ll'i'tl.l,"

s an old author, “that would encourage his childe
(€ 11!']*1;;\'!' a poor bird of her own broode, right well
deserveth to have his own nest robbed, and to become
childless.”

The following instance of the longevity of the Dlack-
bird in confinement is recorded in the Belfast Commer-
cial Chronicle of December 25th., 1839:—“A VENERABLE
Brackpirp.—There is at present in the possession of
Mr. John Spence, of Tullaghgarley, near Ballymena, a
Blackbird, that has arrived at the wonderful age of
twenty years and nearly eight months, It was taken
by him from the nest when young, and ever since has
enjoyed the very best of health. It still continues to
sing, and that well. He is, however, beginning to shew
'.-_‘.'!H[J[IIIH\ '.Jf I_P].l! :1._'_1'::r--hirw ]]v;ul i:—. .;_;L'lTiu:r_: ETeY, ;I.Ilnl |
number of white feathers are springing up on his neck
and breast."

Mr. Couch, in his interesting “Illustrations of In-
stinet,” remarks how when the Blackbird flies off to a
closer cover, it communiecates an alarm to all its Tace,
and from frequent repetition this sound becomes a

signal of caution, which the young cannot fail to asso-

ciate with the idea of danger, even when no object of

terror is scen, "H}' attention,” he says, “was once
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attracted to the rapidly-repeated utterance of the scream
of a Blackbird, and the twittering of many other in-
dividuals of the same H]}t'l'it"-. who were directing their
eyes towards a circumscribed spot in a thick bush, and
on u]:-[rru:u:]ain;_: to examine what could be the cause
of so much clamour, the presence of a cat was dis-
covered. The sly creature had evidently been en-
deavouring to escape observation, and was therefore
not a little annoyed at being thus made the “observed
of all cbservers.” DBut the birds were determined that
the whole neighbourhood should know of the presence
of the intruder; instead of flying off they continued
their vociferations, and peace was not restored till she
had been compelled to retreat.”

Its flight is quick and hurried, hasty and precipitate,
as if, for some reason or other, it were conscious that
concealment suited it best: even if alarmed, it generally
only flits along for a little distance, and then turns in
again to its cover. If its flight be at all extended, it
is even and steady, but its short flittings are, as just
mentioned, fitful, undulated, and capricious, and in the
scason of incubation a series of starts, a single flap of
the wings, and a consequent bound. When perched
on a branch, it bends forward, raises or lowers its tail,
now and then flaps its ‘h':iugs, then perhaps ,\-En:__:.u, and
then flies to another tree or a wall, there to perform
the like evolutions. Often, if it thinks that it shall
be passed by without notice, it skulks about under
cover, with the stealthy tread of a Blackfeet or Crow
Indian, but the dry and fallen automnal leaves betray
the presence of the cautious bird, in the coppice or
wood through which you pass, and the rusl]ing sound
of its footfall almost startles you in your lonely walk,
perhaps many a mile yet from home, as you return
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from some outlying village or distant solitary house.
The wind sighs among the trees, a prelude to the
storm of the dark night that is fast elosing in around
you, and the d;l.}']i'_:hr. i5 but scant, but if you look
closely, you will catch the glance of a black eye, shy
of observation, and wistfully expressing the desire of
its owner to be left to itsell.

In the spring, summer, and autumn, the Blackbivd
{feeds on moths, beetles, and other insects and their
larvie, worms, snails, fruits, and seeds, such as :_'l:::].'ri.u.-i,
currants, blackberries, gooseberries, peas, and pears, the
place of the latter being supplicd in winter by wheat,
oats, and other j_;:'il.:ll and seeds, and the berries of the
hawthorn, the mountain -.l‘JI, the hHH}', and others. It
sometimes does some damage by pulling up plants, in
search of insects. 'The shells of snails it breaks against
any hard spot, in the same way that the Thrush does.
In the autumn it frequents toarnip-felds in search of
insect food. Doubtless, as in so many other similar
cascs of h!:[-llerH_‘[l il:'.jur:-', the evil that it may do is
{HHIL.LI_]ll_l.I].l:]{_E'{I }J:l.' 4 8 l)t'Llllill.ii.l_l]]-'l[‘.'! amount !111 Hﬂﬂ{l.
[t begins its pilfering as soon as it is light, and has
a habit when searching for food, of .frequently raising
and L]l']ll{_‘“‘-*—itl:_:' tll-,_- [:Lil1 I_'."{ll.l.llll.i.ll;: at the same Iir.||1_:
the tail feathers: it hops or leaps very quickly along.
It swallows. a little gravel at times to aid the digestion
of its food. It is a hardy species, and is able to bear
the severity of most of our winters, but hard weather
L'-le!l]]]-'.'lri many from their f.':ﬂl‘ap:ll'rr.ﬂ'r'i: retirement to the
farm-yard, and sometimes they will approach quite close
to the house door, to feed on berries growing against
the wall, and to pick up any crumbs placed there for
them; one has been known to eat out of the hand

while sitting on the nest.
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The following account is given by Mr. Weir to Mr.
Macgillivray, respecting the number of times in the day
which he watched a pair of Blackbirds feed their young,
four in number. At a quarter past three in the morning
they commenced; from that time until four o’clock, the
male fed them only once, and sang almost incessantly,
whilst the female fed them six times; from four to five
o'clock, the male fed them six times, and the female
three times: from five to six o’clock, the male fed them
four and the female five times; {from six to seven
o'elock, the male fed them three, and the female
five times; and from seven to cight o'clock, the male
fed them three times. Ior the last four hours he sang
most delightfully, except when he was feeding the
young birds, and as he had induced one of them to
fly out after him,; Mr. Weir had to replace it in the
nest, which caused some interruption to their feeding.
From eight to nine o'clock, the male fed them six,
and the female seven times; and from nine ta ten
o’clock, the male fed them four, and the female three
times: from ten to eleven u'r.'iut[n:_. the male fed them
three, and the female two times; from eleven to twelve
o’clock, the male fed them two, and the female three
1Lmes: from twelve to one o'clock, the male fed them
two, and the female four times; and from one to two
o'clock, the male fed them twice, and the female thrice.
From two to three o’clock, the female fed them twice;
and from three to four o'cloek, the male fed them
three, and the female four times. From four to five
o'clock, the male fed them three, and the female four
times; from five to six o'clock, the female fed them
only twice; and from six to seven o'clock, she fed
them three times, In the L’."-'I:llitlg the male was almost

entirely engaged in singing, and from seven to eight
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o'clock, fed them ouly once, and the female six times:
and from eight to twenty minutes before nine o'clock,
when they both ceased from their labours, the male
fed them onee, and the female seven times: the !I]lillf'.
still continued singing. Thus in the course of a single
day, the male fed the young forty-four times, and the
female .xi\:T_'I,'-]'liJ'.:‘ times.

While engaged in watching from his place of con-
i_'“:l]:lrll'm, this P.I[!' of ]Ji:l'lf':', Mr. Weir aobserved that
before they fed their young, they always alighted upon
a tree, and looked around them for a few scconds.
Sometimes they brought sufficient food for the whole
of their brood one by one, and at other times only
cnough for a .‘\E'I'I_'_:]I' lt:'.-r]i.:]:_:'. The young birds often
trimmed their feathers, and stretched out their wings.

On o Wren :II.‘L"i.r]t'I:I.TiLH}' :'-rm[n_:: g0 near as to detect
the ambush, and giving a consequent note of alarm,
all the birds in the neigchbourhood flocked around at
once, to cndeavour to discover the eause of it, and
the Blackbirds hopped round and round, and made
every cffort to penetrate the mystery, but at length
gave up the attempt. One of the young birds having
had the misfortune to be choked, the hen bird, on dis-
covering the danger, set up a moan of distress. Tler
partner on l'.:.-:u'in:__[ it ij]~1:1||t]_‘-' came to her assistanee,
and both made several attempts to dislodge the incubus,
but for a time they were unsuccessful. At last the male
bird most scientifically aided the process of deglutition,
though only just in time, for the young one was o
much exhausted, that it remained nearly three hours
without moving, and with its eyes shut. The eock
bird having alighted on a tree a few yards from the
nest, 1‘5'1|1'L"«1 forth a volume of song l“_‘(ijl'f;\_‘m‘i'l.'!" of j.‘::r

at the l'.it['rp:l.' resalt of his endeavours.
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With the note of alarm, Mr. Weir adds, which any
set up on the discovery of their enemies, all the different
species of the little birds seem to be most instinetively

.ru:r;lmimed. for no sooner did a beast or a bird of prey
make its appearance, than [!H'_\' seemed to be :'g]nciun-_-l:.'
concerned about the safety of their family, From tree
to tree they usually hopped, uttering their doleful
lamentations. At one time the Blaekbirds were in an
unusunl state of excitement and terror—a pr-m'[in-_-;
weasel having made its appearance; and while the
danger threatened, the vounng birds, on their parents
announcing it, cowered down in the nest, and appeared
to be in great uneasiness.

With regard to the song of the Blackbird, it has
long been my opinion that he is neither more nor less
than a mocking-bird, and that all his best notez are
borrowed from those of the Thrush, to which, as is the
case with most imitations of an 1"|E:.:Erl:':]. :]u-_v are much
inférior; they are more remarkable for power, and in
some degree for tone, than for compass -or variety.
One curions instance is on record of its having been
heard, even in the wild state, crowing like a Cock,
occasionally indulging for a moment or two in its
natural song; another is related to have affected a similar
imitation: when the Cocks in the nr.*[;ﬂiht.n:li"ln;{ farm-
vard answered his supposed flmﬂl-nge, he seemed
delighted, and even flapped his wings when he crowed,
and thus went on with the mimic 1'[1.'::11':,', Two other
gimilar instances are related by Mr. Thompson, of
Belfast, as havine occurred in Treland: one in the
shrubbery of Mr. Boxwell, of Lyngestown, in the county
of Wexford, and the other at Oakland, Broughshane,
in the county of Antrim;: the latter was only heard to
crow early in the summer.
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The followinz ancedote of this bird was communicated
to Mr. Thompson by Edward Denn, s :—*A man
wishing to have some of his breed, robbed the nest,
which contained four young; two he left, and the
other two he put into a large cage, and removed to
1|! Jlunﬂ'. Jl.]ll.' alidl cock Chamo l;'HI.t:-1.'|T'L1_1:.,‘ “'ilh ltmll{
for the young in the eage, going into it and feeding
them; the man, watching. for such an opportunity,
made a run at the eage, and seceured him, but when
f‘ilT!:n'El‘.:'_[ it 1nto the ]lnlt*-th the bird made s cicape
through a hele in the wires. It was supposed he
would not come back: he, however, returned to feed
the young as wusnal; but instead of going into the
cage, he went to the outside, and put the food 1hrnu;}l
the wires. It may have been instinet that prompted
him to find food for his young, though removed to a
distance, and in an unusual place; but when he found
there was .danger in feeding them in the old way, it
certainly shewed calculation to find out a way of doing
it equally well without running risk. It was also very

curious to see him going to feed the young when any

person was '-"-';1!1']:'1113_:.‘ the ciage was in a |1:]1.‘1Lm_-—g:|l'th_-11,
and he would :i]:.' to the low end of the 5:1rd:-u and
creep up the furrow, so that it was impossible to see
him, until he had finished his duty, when he flew off
with great noise. The hen never appeared, and it was
supposed she had been killed. T'o all that 1s here
stated I was a witness.”

A chatter, somewhat resembling that of the Magpie,
is I"n-:!Lwnt]:.‘ uttm'ml, :.':-:|u:[‘i:|.]i}.' in the .-'-[H']II:_{ sCa=0n,
the wings being fluttered and the body bent forward
at the same time, as if overbalanced; an advance is
made, and the posture and the note repeated, particularly
if the bird be alarmed or excited: he has also a

¥ 1. v
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fchink, chink.” One has successfully imitated the song
of the Nightingale; another the cawing of a Crow;
and another ;ﬂtrln[ht{-nl the chuckling of a IHen. One,
which was kept tame in a house without being
confined in a cage, has been known, when irritated,
not only to peck with its bill, but to rise and strike
with its claws, after the manner of a Cock. The
Blackbird {requently scares away 'n.']'tl: loud eries, or

at least endeavours to do so, any supposed enemy,
even from the nests of other birds: ‘proximus avdet
Uc.‘tluguu,' and he fears that his own turn may be the
next.

Edward D. Swarbreck, Esq., of Thirsk, writes me
word that he has heard it .-'zu_-_: on the morning of the
21st. of this last December, though the “shortest
&n}',” 1552, Such is the case at times in all the
winter months, especially in calm and wild weather,
whether clear or cloudy. ‘The spring 1s his best
“geason® as a voecalist. and his wvoice is heard from
the middle of |"|."b!'ll.ll_*-' till the Il,'-.-uliili-__:-li:llln.- in the
autumn, though much less often after the young are
hatched. Mr. Maegillivray leard one sing, though
in{li.ﬂim_'l]}'_, on the 18th. of QOctober. In :._"t"l'IL'rilI. it
ceases about the middle or end of July, or the beginning
of August. It may be taught to whistle a variety of
tunes, and to imitate the human woice. The 1.']'I:i£;i.:l:.'
note is a chattering cry, which it almost invariably
utters when alarmed to take 'ﬂ-'i.n.-_:,

The Blackbird’s warble 13 one that attracts attention,
and you will see him perched on one of the top twigs
of the tree, from whence he carols his glad notes.
He begins his song in the middle of summer with the
earliest dawn, and continues it at intervals throughout
the day, even until the twilight and his own black
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plumage begin to fade together into ||'|:_:1|.L His first
morning ditty is but harsh and unmusieal, but when
the sun advances up towards the liorizon, and the red
rays of “Fair Aurora™ gild the sky, he hails the
alorious sight with a londer and more joyous strain.
In dull and elondy and ungenial weather he is much
later in commencing, and is, on the other hand, heard
to the greatest advantaze when some refreshing summer
rain  falls W07 the r‘..i1--~|_~; earth, oven thmt;_:ll. the
thunder should utterly for the moment drown his voice,
and while the lichtning {lashes its most vivid gleams.
On the approach of danger the Dlackbird utters, as do
several other birds, a peculiar note, which, as indicative
of alarm, is at once noticed by even an ordinary
abserver. In connexion with this subject may here
be mentioned a curious occurrence related by Mr. Couch.
A weasel, followed by its young ones in training, was
secen in eager pursuit of a Blackbird on the wing, and
thouzh a very slight clevation in the direction of the
flight of the bird would have carried it over a hedge
and out of danger, yct so great was its terror, that
it was umnable to mount so high, and consequently
soon became their prey.

This speecies pairs in February or March, but
occasionally much earlier. Thus in the “Yorkshire
Gazette” of the Sth. of this-present January, 1853, it
is recorded that a nest with two eggs was found at
Brompton, in this county, on the 3rd. instant, by 1M
I'erguson, Esq., of Redear.

The nest is placed in a variety of situations, and is
frequently found in a heap of sticks, even though
placed in an outhouse, or most commonly in a bush;
sometimes in a trec against a wall, or in a tree or
wall covered with ivy; an instance has been known of




Th BLACKBIRIL

its being placed on the stump of a tree, close to the
ground, and Sir William Jardine found one on the
ground, at the foot of a tree; another was also
found in a similar situation, at the foot of a hazel
bush, in a wood, by my friend the Rev. W. Waldo
Cooper, of West Rasen, Lincolnshire: in the same
“wood he found another on ‘the stump of a hazel
which had been cut down, and from which® several
gtems had grown; it was not raised an inch from the
_,'.{I'!JIlIiLI. but was 1[Il.i[-.' surrounded ]r}' the new branches.
Another found on the ground has been recorded in
the *“Zoolocist,” pasc 1023, ]H W, W. 1."';|'|1|.‘4.']'. [-4[
Mr. John H. Blundell, of Luton, Bedfordshire, has
written me word of his havine found the nest in one
instance on the * ground, in the middle of a larze
plantation of oaks. It is often placed in a hedge,
and 18 commonly built at a height of three or four
feet; also in a hole in a wall or rock. In some instances
it has been known, when 13]:1:‘r'-.1 in or arainst the

branch of a tree, to be in some degree fastened to it

h_'l.‘ a L‘-';:IEI::_: and Jac inr of the L':'é_hj-r of the materials
of which it is '.'""II'.]'F."H"tl_. and in one case, the space
between the branch of a tree, on which one was
placed, and a wall, was filled up with straw and hay.
It is made of roots, small twigs, and stalks of grass,
with perhaps some lichens or fern, and is covered on
the inside with mud, and lined with finer parts of the
other materials and grass; it is sometimes most admir-
llhi}' hidden in a hellow in a bank, so as almost Lo
bafle detection. 1t is at times placed on the top of a
fence or the summit of a wall: the same situation is
occasionally resorted to from year to year. N. Rowe,
Iisq., of Worcester College, Oxford, writes me word of
a pair of Blackbirds which built their nest in the same
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spot in a laurel tree that had been previously tenanted
the same year by a pair of Greenfinches, who in their
turn had succceded a pair of Thrushes. The female
sits for thirteen rl;[l\'.ﬂ.

The eggs are commeonly five in number, sometimes
four, and sometimes, though but ravely, six; they are
of a dull lizht blue or _u'rm*!,i:-h brown colour, mottled
and H[JHHI'L'I with ]1:|]<' reddish brown, the L|1;L1'l{in;_;:+
]N'JIII’_{ closer at the larger end, where t]h-j.' sometimes
form an obscure ring. Mr. Hewitson, in his “Coloured
[Mustrations of the Eggs of Dritish Birds,” fizures one
i'll':_{‘.lml}' covered over at the lareer end with minute
reddish brown specks, and likewise, but less thickly, over
the remainder—the green shewing through; and a second
curiously marbled with irregular dashes and specks of
reddish brown over the zreen colour.  Another 'Ir:ll"tt:T.}-'
is similar to the last, except that the ground colour is
1ig‘|‘|.tf.'t', and the spots smaller. Another, in his 1]11.-:!-'.[:5511”1,
clear -‘~|lU[|'i::-‘.- ]];]Ll HII:-, with the whole of the |.'1|'f_;f;r
end suflused with reddish brewn. J. B. Ellman, Esq.,
of Battel, relates in the “Zoologist,” page 2180, ,that
he had an egg in which the spots were at the smaller
cnd.

The Rev. G. Sowden, of Stainland, near Halifax, writes
me word that he has twice met with the varicty of the gy
which resembles that of the 'Thrush, JlllIIlt'l}' in being
of a fine blue colour and without spots, and he has
obligingly forwarded two specimens of them to me.
One of the nests which contained them was on a ledge
in a very high wall in a quarry. N."Rowe, Lsq. tells
me that he has taken similar ones of an uniform dull
blue. Some of the eggs are much larger than others,
and they also vary much in colour and in markings,
as also 1n shape, some being much more round, and
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others much more oval, than others: in some instances
the smaller end is rounded and obtuse. Archibald
Hepburn, Esq. found some which had two shells, the
inner onc of the ordinary colour and markings, and the
outer one also marked as usual, but paler in hue. The
first brood, for there are generally two, is hatched by
the end of March, or the beginning or middle of April,
and is abroad towards the end of May; the second by
the middle of July. Sometimes even three may be
reared, and in one instance, nl::u'ly, in the year 1837,
four successive broods, seventeen woung in ally were
reared 1‘."' a H.:l.__-,]f- ;n.:il. on the 1sland in the ornamental
sheet of water in St. James’s Park, London.

In Ireland also three broods are related by Mor.
Thompson to have been reared in one vear, near Cromac
[ouse; the last of which made their appearance on the
ard. of J u!_'.'. and a nest with eggs was seen on the 22nd.
of February. But this feeundity is not peculiar to
Ireland, being outdone by the Scottish Blackbirds,
“Hibernicis ipsis IHiberniores.” The Rev. George
Gordon, of Elzin, North-Britain, thus records in the
“Zoologist,” p. p. 22972298, the following curious
instance of five successive nests having been made in a
single year:—April 27th., 1848.—The young leave the
first nest; built in a clump of ivy on the top of a wall;
four 1 number, one cor havine been abstracted from
the nest before incubation.. April 29th.—T'wo eggs in
the sccond nest, detected in a yew tree. :'l[;f:.' 16th.—
The cock bird observed feeding the five young, nearly
hatched, on th¢ second nest. May 24th.—The hen
Blackbird seen making her third nest in an apple tree

May 29th.—Two eggs in the third
nest, and the brood leave the second nest and perch on
the trees.  June 10th.—The third nest forsaken: of the

nailed to a wall.
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Cogs, which were five in number, two remain in the
nest, part of the others on the _E_:t'ullllll below the nest,
and Jrart of them found on a wall some 11.'.L-|1:}' :I.'.Liq|‘1
from it. June 14th.—The Blackbird’s fourth nest begun
in a birch hedge. June 23rd.—Of the five eggs laid in
1.|'H.' I.I'.fllil'[il nest llll]j." two l'[']]l.li.“:, '.Ltlnr'lu_-r l'uuuql on ﬂu_‘:
ground below it: it scoms to have been pillaged 1,}.-

some bird in the same way as the third nest. June

26th.—Fifth and last nest of the Blackbird partially °

formed in a wine, trained at the end of the house.

‘Thusgy he adds, a single J?.I-II' of birds had 1.';-'|'L‘[I.1.}'-ﬁ1{1'
eggs, and reared fourteen young in one season; and he
adds that the garden and the shrubbe ry were so small in
extent, that had there been more than one i]u[r1 Lh{_*:.'
would have at once been detected; and that such were
I'L'f.'ill.ll.'ut]}-' looked for, but in wvain; as also that the
dates of the different stages observed, tend to shew that
one pair may have constructed and managed the whole
nests with their contents: Crrs Lu-in; never found in
more than one nest at the same time, unless when one
had been forsaken.

The following, if possible still more singular circum-
stance, is related in the same :rl;t_:,r.'lzim-f page 002, |_r:..’
Mr. M. Saul, of Garstang, Lancashire:—*Last year, a
male Blackbird resided in my orchard, and, as it appeared,
failed in finding a mate. As early as February he began
building a nest under some long leaves by the side of
a fenny place in the orchard, having first scratched away
a little earth, in order to make a level place for the
nest to stand on. YWhen the nest was Hl:ti.t-ht'l.i, it was
cmuplutel}' concealed [rom the :_-.]:__;l:t and prut::{'.h'd from
rain, by the long leaves bending over it; so close was
one of the leaves, that the bird had to It it up every
time he went in or out—a feat I frequently watched
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him perform. About two weeks after this nest was
rr:al.-|i:]qr||1..' fimished, the same bird bult a seeond in

another part of the orchard: and in this second nest 1

often saw him Lirriu-_: later in the season; and when the
leaves were on the trees hie. built a nest in a thorn
bush. During the time. he was engaged with these

three nests, he would i':'|-|:: ':I'._1.' perch on one of the
highest trees in the orchard, and send forth his rich
*and melodious song, as if to invite a partner to join in
his family cares, but always without success.”

Myr. Weir, the valuable correspondent of Mg Mac-
gillivray, relates a curious instance of a male Blackbird
and a female Thrush, wiich ]-l";-"-j-'.' fed f-"_:'-E]u-T about
the conclusion of the winter of the year 1836, within
a short distance of the house of Mr. Riussell. of Moss-
side, in Scotland, kept company with each other in the
spring, and eventually hatched four young ones. J. L.
Wise, ]-\ri of Lincoln Colleze, Oxford, has forwarded
to me a specimen of an hybrid ecr of a like origin.
Mr. Allis, in his “Catalogue of the Birds of Yorkshire,"”
mentions a similar instance in the case of a pair in
confinement.

The Blackbird is neat in form, &nd its [1]::|||;15:¢-
compact. Alale; weight, about four ounces; length, ten
inches and three-quarters; bill, bright orange, as also
are the t'}'d'f[l.].- and the ::zuur]u,_ the colour ]l.jh r 1n the
winter; iris, dark brown. The head, crown, neck,
nape, chin, throat, breast, and back, are all deep black.
The wings, when closed, extend one-third down the tail;
they expand to the width of one foot four inches; the
primaries are dark brown until the second moult; the
first quill feather is extremely short and narrow, the

second a little shorter than the third, the third nearly

as long as the fourth, which is the longest in the wing,

il
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and the fifth \'r:n".'t'll'».' shorter. ‘The tall is }Jl:tck, rather
long, and slightly rounded; lezs, dusky brown; the toes
also dusky brown; the second and fourth are of nearly
L'l.il.hll ]n.'n;!h, the first ]uu;_;r:'. the third a _!_‘:1’](1[1 deal
longer, and attached to the fourth as far as the second
joint; legs, dusky brown; claws, dusky brown: they are
long, and slichtly grooved on the sides.

Female; length, ten inches; the bill, generally dark
brown, paler towards the edges, never becomes yellow
for more than two-thirds of its length, unless it may
be in gery aged birds; in some it is much darker than
in others, being almost entirely black; iris, dark brown;
the edges of the I'_\L']it]w are greenish orange. The
forchead is paler than the other parts; head, erown,

neck on the back, and nape, blackish brown; the neck

"1s ulso paler on the sides; chin and threat, brownish

white, and the neck in front dull light reddish or
fulvous brown, with obscure dusky triangular-shaped
spots. The breast varies much in different individuals;
in some the colours are much blended together, and
in others it is pale, more or less distinctly spotted
with dark brewn: back, blackish brown.

The '-'-"mj__:ﬁ extend to the width of one foot three
inches; primaries, deep blackish brown. T'ail, brownish
black, the outer webs of the feathers edged with brown;
upper tail coverts, darker than the rest of the back.
Toes, dusky brown; claws, darker.

In :he young the bill 1s reddish grey; the corners
of the mouth and the eyelids, dull orange; the uppeg
parts are blackish '|n'1l-.|u'h, cach feather having a central
spot or streak of pale rufous; the under parts are
light rufous brown, the feathers tipped with dark spots.
The full adualt 111111]];15:_: is not- a:qui:'ud until after the
second autumnal moult. The young female is not so

vor. I, b
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dark as the male, and the dark spots arc less distinct. :
In the adult male, the lower parts are SOTICT G )r\.ll

lJrig{'Ll. with grey or brown, and the margins of the

qlti”s brown. In the adult female, the upper parts W

are sometimes of a lichter brown. the forchead tinged .

with rust-colour, and the neck in front brownish red, '

spotted as usual, namely, in some faint degree, as the

Thrushes. \
Yarieties more or less [li4 d with white are not of |

very unfrequent occurrence. Mr. Jesse, in his “Glean-

ings in Natural History,” mentions a pair of white 3

ones in the grounds of a nobleman at Blackheath, near

L My | | 1 o ¥ - 1
T-l'?'lll'-ll.!t'l-. "-'l-'l'.lfl"":' brood were also white, so that it could

not in their case have been an accidental eireumstance.
Some are cream-coloured. In one the Eujn of the head
and the breast and wings were black, the rest white.
One in the Zoological Gardens, London, white, with
reddish bill and eyelids. One with a white head. .
One white, with black feathers interspersed; the quills
and tail black, except two feathers of the latter and
one of the former: the hill pale }-ullr.-.'r; the feet
dusky, curiously variegated with pale yellow. One
with the lower parts variegated with grey and greyish
brown feathers. One patched with white, some of the
quills being also of that colour. One with the head
white, and also the neck, the latter divided by a black
band, with a few white feathers interspersed, and one
or two more on the shoulder. Amnother with the nape
qf the neck white, shading off with the same colour
towards the head. One, a female, white, with a few
brown feathers on the shoulders. One silvery white
all over.
describes one which had a white head, and the whole

The late William Thompson, Esq., of Belfast,

of the upper p]um;::._:q: black, like a male, while the
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under plumage was that of a female, a specimen, in
the language of the Pigeon-fanciers, of =a “Hooded
Nun.” One had the quill feathers white, and the
wing coverts black.

Opne of these birds, which had been ]ﬂ']lf ]l}' the
Rev. J. Pemberton Bartlett from the nest, became white
on both wings in its sixth year, the following year's
moult restoring it to its original plumage; another was
noticedd by Mr. Bix, near Norwich, which had at first
shewed one “white feather”™ in its tail, and the’ next
year it had two or three, and the head, neck, and
back much speckled with similar ones. One, a
female, of a complete cream-colour, with yellow  bill
and legs, was shot by Mr. George Johuson, of Melton

Ross, near Drigg, Lincolnshire.
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RING OUZEL.

ROCK OUZET. RING THRUSH. MOUNTAIN HBLACKRBIRD.

MDOR BLACKBIRD.

Turdus forgeatus, Pexxaxt. Moxtiav.
Wernla torquata, SeLpy. Govnp.
Therdus—A Thrush. forguatus—Ringed.

Tis is a bird of the mountain, found almost excln-
sively in the wild and uncultivated districts of the
country.

In FEurope, its range extends northwards as far as
Norway and Sweden; and southwards, to Germany,
Italy, France, Switzerland, Spain, and IHolland. In
the latter it is rare, which is not to be wondered at,
[‘D!]Fm'i.lil"i'itlf_[ how unsuited that country must be to its
predilections. In Africa, it i1s also found along the
northern shores; and in Asia, in Syria.

In Yorkshire it is common enouzh on high moor
lands, though generally seen only in pairs on the side
of some solitary glen or wild ravine, and is sometimes
met with m the more cultivated parts.: Mr. R. Leyland
on one occasion saw @ flock of upwards of twenty feed-
i115;'u1t the berries of the mountain Ll:i]l_.. in a g.‘u'micn
near Halifax, in the month of September. It is also
plentiful on the moors near Sheflicld, and has been known
to build on Thorne moor—a wild tract, where I for-

merly took some rare insects, but cultivation is gradually
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encroaching upon it, and in time the record of it will
alone remain. My friend Arthur Strickland, Esq., has
once or twice met with considerable flights in turnip
fields, but appavently consisting, for the most part, of
birds of the year, and probably collected together for
emigration. Graves records it in his “Catalogue of the
Birds of Cleveland.” One or two have been seen in
different years in the neighbourhood of Sowerby and
Thirsk, as LEdward D. Swarbreck, Esq., of the latter
place, has informed me. I have mysell seen one or two
in the parish of East Garston, near Lamborne, Berkshire,
one of which was shot by my fellow pupil, and after-
wards fellow collegian, the late Rev. Henry Boys. The
Rev. R. . Alington has known but two in his parf of
Lincolnshire, onc shot by his brother, and the other,
a female in full plumage, by himself several years
ago.

W. F. W. Bird, Esq. writes in the “Zoologist,” page
2495, “A male Ring Ouzel was killed at Kidderminster,
on the Oth. of May last, (1849.) Two others, supposed
to be nesting, were seen a short time previous, at
Witley, in the same county, and one of them, (the
male,) was shot.” In Warwickshire, too, the adjoining
county, Mr. A. Evans, of Coventry, records in the

“Zoologist,” -pages 2142-3, that the nest and eggs of

this bird were obtained at Pinley, close to that city,
on the 25th. of April, 1848, the only instance that
was known to have occurred there. In the neighbouring
county of Leicester the nests have also occurred in
different years; one in the Rookery of Bosworth Park,
where five others were obtained in 1848, In WNorfolk
it has been known to breed in one or two instances.

This species is generally considered to be of recluse

habits, but the Rev. R. W. W. Cobbold, of Thelveton,
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Rectory, in Suffolk, has written me worid of a pair. which
built their nest in a low Portugal laurel bush, only
three feet from the ground, and elose to where iu'n]'.h'
were conttnually passing, in the grounds of the Manor
House of Wortham, Suffelk. John Longe, Esq., of
Coddenham Viearage, near Needham, in the same county,
has also informed me of one, the first he ever heard of in
that part, which he shot there the 1|L'5:irl!lil|: of H('llll_‘[ll-
ber 1852: it was feedine with zome Blackbirds on a
mulberry tree.

[t breeds on the moors in the northern parts of
“Famous Derbyshire,” as, for instance, in Dovedale
and near Buxton, the land of “Peveril of the Peal,”
and on Dartmoor, in Devonshire, as also in Camberland,
Northumberland, Westmorland, and Durham. In other
counties it is observed in spring and autumn, for eight or
ten days, while on its migration, in Dorsetshire, Hamp-
shire, Kent, Surrey, Suffolk, Norfolk, Cornwall, and
Sussex, One was caught in a trap in a garden at
Lambeth, at London; another was shot out of a small
flock on Wimbledon common; and one near Saffron
Walden, in Essex, in the month of August, 1836.

In Scotland, the Rev. G. Gordon records that it is
a regular summer visitor in Morayshire, but is pnly seen
sparingly dispersed over the range of hills immediately
above the cuoltivated districts, where it remains and
breeds. So it also does in Selkirkshire, Sutherlandshire,
Argyleshire, and Edinburghshire; in the latter on the
Lammermuir and the Pentland Hills. In Banffshire,
Mr. Thomas Edwards records them as occurring on the
hills of Tillieminet, Kirkney, Noth, and Clashnadarrow.

It is also plentiful on the mountains in Wales, and
its' loud song suddenly breaking out here and there
on the untrodden wild, is a gladsome sound to the
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wanderer, whom it cheers as he journeys on his lonely
way.

In Orkney it is an occasional winter visitant; small
flocks were observed at Flsness in April, 18232, aund
again on the 12th. of Apnl, 1829, “Lhree were shot
in Sanday, October 14th., 1835: they were numerous
in that island duoring October, 1836. It has been also
seen in Orphir, and on one cccasion has been known to
breed in the Hebrides, and also in the Isle of Skyec.

In Ireland, the late William Thompson, Esq., of
Belfast, records it as frequenting suitable loealities
throughout the island; the mountains of the countics’
of Dublin and Wicklow, and the high rocky hills of
Clare, the Glens, Glenariff and about Cushendall} in
Antrim; Rosheen Mountain and Lough Salt, in Donegal ;
Slieve Donard, the loftiest of the mountains ‘of Mourne,
in Down, and the mountains to its north-west, and
those above Tollymore Park, the seat i..'IF Lord Roden:
Achill Head—one of the most westerly points of Mayo;
the heights of the Carlingford Mountain, in TLouth;
the hills about Portumna, on the western border of
Galway; Slieve-na-mon, and about Clonmel, in the
county of 'lipperary; the Comeragh Mountains in
Waterford, the least frequented parts of the mountains
of Connemara, the mountainous districts of the county
of Cork, the Mounterlowny mountains, in the county
of T'yrone, and the most rocky parts of those of Kerry.

The Ring Ouzel arrives in this country in the ecnd
of March or beginning of April, and departs in October.

It is capable of being kept in confinement, and will
live from six to ten years: it is found in its wild state
perching on stones, from whence it utters its briel
song. Like many other birds that build on the ground,
it is very clamorous if any one approaches the nest,
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and endeavours to decoy the intruder away by well-
feigned and real symptoms of distress. It is of a very
shy nature, and if disturbed, which it easily is even
from a covert, riscs up to a considerable 'r;».i__;].r_ and
often flies as much as half-a-mile before it :L‘Ii:_;!'.|~

which

The Ring Ouzel is rather |.|1-E-] i its {
is very little undulated, and if. sojourning in districts
where there are 51c-1[:7|--'.'|-'~'- 5, scoms to have a habit, at least
when disturbed, of flying in and out in half gircles
'E]J ]'[- Progrcss :l]lrlli': | ]l:n]_'_f-'.. or the side --I' i wood.

It feeds on insccts, worms, and snails, and likewise
on different fruits and seeds—those of the mountain ash,
the bilberry, the juniper, the rowan, and the holly.
When the Young onecs ar ||I'l.]_"_';': |[_, thi b |IJk':'llll.'|L'.l}.' descend
to the gardens nearest to their native wilds, where they
do considerable damage among cherries, 1 ispberries,
currants, plums, and gooscberries, and, where there
arc any, among grapes and various wall fruits,

Its song is desultory but sweet—a few plaintive notes

uttered in a clear but w.u‘]rli:‘.j_: whistle. Tts alarm is

signified by a strong ecry, resembling that of the Black-
bird. ."l[l.':n'!'[' SRYS that its l".'LE:Lll.lT:r' note resembles the
gyllable ‘tuk.’

The nest is placed among the heather upon a ledge
or in some hollow of the grey and hoary rock, whose
weather-beaten front tells of many a cold and wintry
blast, that has swept, age after age, over the wild and
desolate moor or the barren mountain side. It is hidden
more or less by a tuft of heath, the root of a tree, or
a projection of the rock in which it is placed: those
found in the more southerly counties were placed at
a height of about five or six feet from the ground, in
such a situation as a yew tree, or ivy-clad elm. It

measures about seven inches in diameter, about three




RING OUZEL. S

and a half in depth on the outside, and about two
inches inside. It is u.'nr'.tllum'-] of dried Erasses, heather,
stems, or stalks, thic I,,]1, matted together, with here and
there an lhl_‘i'.l.*-il'lll.:]. leaf; on the inside it 1s 1iI!1'[|.
according to' some, with mud, within which again is
another ]]ui::;.: of similar materials to those of which
the outside is compacted.

The eges are pale greenish blue, sparingly freckled
1

with l'.;l]r ]a:||'|-:x' and reddish brown llicll']iillgﬁ, cxcept

at the !:u:';_:e-:' end, where those obscurations are L.‘lrllﬂuisul,
and entirely conceal the ground colour. They vary
in the depth of the markings, some being much lighter,
and some much darker than others. One has been noticed
by Mr. A. Evans of a uniform chesnut colour at the
larger end, the remainder being nearly pure blue. ‘They
are fout or five in number, sometimes, it 1s smid, six.
Mr. Heysham, of Carlisle, reports the young birds as
fully fledged by the 15th. of June, and Mr. Macgillivray
has known them on the Tth.

Male; length, about eleven inches and a half to twelve
inches; bill, which is strong and notched near the tiL:,
is more or less yellow and blackish brown, the former
at the base: its upper surface is a gentle curve. Inis,
dark brown, the evelids yellow; black bristly feathers
surround the base of the bill, and there is a row along
the base of the upper one. Head, crown, neck on the
back, and nape, uniform brownish black, the feathers
{::ij.{n;::l with blackish grey; i'hiu, throat, and breast, also
uniform brownish black, the feathers edged with blackish
grey, and the latter-named with an elegant half-moon-
shaped bar of white across its upper part, the horns
pointing upwards.  Back, the same uniform brownish
black, the feathers similarly edged with grey.

The u\-ing.-,, which are short, l_-xlmmf to the width of

.

Viila I11. o
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one foot seven inches, and reach to near the middle of
the tail, have the first feather very short and very
narrow, the sccond -uJ'.;:! in e |]_-_;".]| to the fifth, the
third and fourth ne |1‘ |'|5IL:;|. but the third the longest;

underncath, the wings are paler than abbve. Greater

winge coverts, hlackish brown, the feathers deeply tipped
g Pt

“'l[]] Zrcy, ald :.i'_.‘.l"'l witli the same on thewr outer

webs: T:]'i:.i.nin-- anil . browmsh black, bul
not so dark as the rest of the plumage, and edgied
with grey on the outer margins; tertiaries, the same,

maore ]J:'\".u.:lll. III.; d with crey on the outer marecins—

the outer webs tinged w

the e rreiawvcr .|.l'.|| |

under wing coverts, pale srev, mixed with brownish

ash-colour. Tail, brownish black, tl

NArrowly cilrcil wilil !-.;'-' ash=-colour;

dark grev; upper tail coverts, brownish

tnil coverts, the same—the shafts whit Liers ond to
dark greenish brown: underncath, vellowish: the oute

onc ih E'ill-u ]‘n l.l:i[l.".l Lo '||" il

black: they are compressed laterally, and are vi ry blunt.

The ]I.I|.'. t:].:_::.H;'-u to the feathers wear ff in th

winter, so that the bird is more uniformly black in the

spring,

The female is rather lichter and. duller-coloured than
the male, and the FICY mMargin: of thi feathers are

i 1 1 10 o
| |

wider. Length, ten inches and a half: bill, brownish

vellow, the base of the upper one dusky; iris, brown.

Head, crown, neck, and nape, dark chocolate brown.
I

1 , throat, and breast have the feathers edeed

I'he ‘chin, throat, and breast 1 { feathers edeed

with white. The band across the breast is narrower,

and Et.-k colour less pure, i:‘.H‘l L'llll'.x]ll! 1-'I-i|f]l reddish

> v | i
ACOLNCTEs arc pale Drown

in a crescent brown. The

end to the width of o foot and a half,
.

. o |
WIITE, 'n‘u']f]l']l X
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ave the quill feathers margined with brownish grey.
I'he wunder tail coverts have a White line along the
niddle of the feathers.

Il young male resembles the adult female, but in
the young female the band across the breast 15 .‘-L‘LII'T‘L']}'
discernible. ‘The upper parts of the ]1|.Ilm.1",."1: have the
cdees of the feathers brownish or olive grey, those on
the shoulders with a clear streak along the shaft of
yellowish white, and the quills more deeply margined
with grey. Bill, deep brown, orange at the corner;
head, erown, neck on the back, and nape, brownish
black, the feathers tipped with black and edged with
dark reddish yellow; the neck in {ront 1s yellowish
white on the middle; chin, white. Yhe throat is yel-
lowish white, spavingly marked with brownish black,
which latter colour trenches on the former as the bird
advances 1n agc. The breast has CYCry feather varied
with alternate bars of yellowish white and -blackish olive
brown, which gives it a mottled appearance; the cres-
cent is brownish white, each feather with a crescent-
shaped dusky line near the tip. Back, brownish black,
the feathers tipped with black, and edged with dark
reddish yi llow., Oireater \l.':||:__r_ coverts, I'Il.l:l'-.]. with !MEL‘
yellowish grey; lesser wing coverts, with a central
streak of :.'gl'.-ﬂ.'-"l--f.-: primaries, secondarics, and tertiaries,
dark olive brown, edeed with }.'4-]]1r1'.i«]:1 white or grey.
The tail has the outer feathers edged with pale grey,
with which all the feathers are tipped; under tail coverts,
with a longitudinal white spot along the shaft, and their
tips yellowish. 'L'oes and claws, pale brown.

White warietics are said to have occurred, .:mL'E':-';u.'u'l-
mens with white feathers about the head have been

occasionally met with.
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GOLDEN ORIOLE.
e Oriolus gallula, Pexxaxr. Moxtaau. Bewick.

Oriolips— ¢ (ralbnla—A dimuioutive of  Goallps—
Yellow

TH1s 5;1[- r||][I.] birdd 15 a native of []l" continent of

Europe, and of portions of those of Africa and Asia.

In the first named it 1s plentiful in Spain, Italy, and
France, and is also found in Germany, Bavaria, Hol- \}
land, and Malta, in the latier on its passage at the ':\
seasons of migration. It occurs in Persia and Asia Minor,

and iIn ]".j___:}'l:E and other parts of the northiern shores

of Africa.

The Golden Oriole, t’.’mll_‘-ﬂl not one of our Yery rarcst
visitors, is yet sufficiently unfrequent to justify an enu-
meration of the different specimens recorded as having
oceurred. In Yorkshire one, a fine female, was killed
in the spring of 1834, near the Light-house at the
Spurn Point, at the mouth of the Humber. In April,

1824, one was shot at Aldershot, in Hampshire. Two
are related by Dr. Moore to have been met with in
Devonshire. In Cornwall several have been obtained:
one near the Land’s End in 1533. In Lancashire one,
near Manchester, in July, 1811, and one at Quernmore
Park, near Lancaster. In Surrey one was seen by Alr-

."nh-_'l.-r-r. on Burwood Common, near Walton-on-Thames,

and one was shot oy, in 1833. One seen

near Cheshunt. In Suffolk two were taken near Sax-
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mundham, and the nest is said to have been found in
that county. In Norfolk a pair were shot at Diss,
one at Hethersett, near Norwich, in April, 1824, and
one, a male, at Heigham, in the environs of Norwich,
on the Sth. of May, 1847; the female, it is believed,
was scen at the same time: a pair also built in the
aarden of the Rev. Mr. Luecas, of Ormsby. In the county
of Durliam one was killed near Tynemouth. In Kent,
two built near Elmstone, and were unfortunately shot
in June, 1849. 'I'wo others had a nest and young near
the villaze of Ord, in the corresponding month, in the
year 1836. Several young ones were shot 1n thre neigh-
bourhood in the summer of 1834, and oeccasional wisitors
had been scen in that locality for some years previous.
Another pair built at Oxney, near Kingsdown, about
the year 1841. One was shot near Sandwich, and
another, a male, as it would appear, near Walmer.

In Ireland, one was scen for some months in a garden
between Castle Martyr and Middleton, n the county
of Cork, in the summer of 1817.7 One was shot near
Bantry, at the seat of Lord Bantry, and another seen
at Cahirmore, near Roxborough. One was shot in the
county of Wexford, in May, 1823; another near Gorey,
in 1837.7 One near Donaghdee, in the county of Down,
on the 11th. of May, 1824; one at Ballymona, in the
county of Waterford, in 182% or 1825, and another; a
male, near Woodstown, in June, 1838; one near Arklow,
in the county of Wicklow, in the summer of 1827.7
one on the coast of Kerry, in the summer of 1835;
and one, a male,.in a garden at Ballintore, near Ferns,
in the summer of 1837.

In Scotland, or the northern islands, none appear to
have as yet been secen.

It is a migratory specics, moving southwards in April,
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and northwards again in the mouth Lof September,

These birds frequent woods and groves, and in the
fruit season :|'|'|:|;Li1' to orchards. '”u_'_'l.' are deseribed as
being very shy in their habits. The female is so careful
of her young, that she will sometimes suffer hersell to
be taken on the nest. They are capable of being kept
in confinement, though not, it is said, without difhiculty,
and have been taught to whistle tanes. They are gen-
erally .scen singly or in pairs, excepting while the
members of the family continue together in the autumn.
These are the nll]_j.' salient I'n'liu[: that I am aware uj',
in l'i:;.:;l.l'l.‘I to the habits of this ﬁlr:.':‘jtrs.

They feed on insects and their larvee, and on the
various fruits that come in their way—figs, cherries,
olives, and grapes. ‘

Their song is described as loud and elear, and their
call-note as somewhat resembling their own name, given
to them similarly in different languages on that account.
It is loud, and somewhat resembling that of a Parret,

The nest is flat in shape, and placed in the .'m_r__:lc
formed by the branching boughs of a tall tree, to which
it 1 firmly attached. It is made of stalks of grass,
small roots, and wool, cleverly interwoven together, and
is lined with the finer portions of the materials. The
one taken in Ient, alluded to before, is described by

"

J. B. Ellman, Esq., of Rye, in the “Zoclogist page
2496, as having been suspended from the extreme end
of the topmost bough of an ocak tree, and composed
entirely of wool, carefully bound together with dried
grass. . .

The eggs are commonly four or five in' number, of
a white colour, sometimes with a tinge of purple, and
a few spots of black, brownish black, or grey, and claret

colour.
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Male; lengtly nmine inches and a half; hill, light
brownish red; flattened at the base, and laterally com-
]I]'I"C‘-'l'll at :hr- 1i:1. 1]LI" upper 1'-i]] ix 1‘.L':||.'|.}" .\-H'.Ii.'_':lllf at tlu;
base, and '_f_-'n'.]j.' arched towards the 1ii|'. there is a
prominent ridge aleng it; it is toothed near the ox-
'.I':Iuil_\'. ||i~-‘1 rod—the Space between it and the eye
iz black; head, ‘ecrown, neck on the back and in
front, and on the sides, and the nape, bright yellow,
Chin,* throat, and breast, '|||ill_-|||.l: :.'u-”-nl.'. The wings,
when closed, reach to within an inch of the end of the
tail; the greater wing coverts' have their tips and
margins yellow; lesser wing coverts, yellow; primaries,
secondaries, and tertiaries, black, their tips yellow,
excepting those of the two outer primacies, and the
outer t||'||_"_i1:-~ af :LHI d-hu_'l-j.:ﬁn:_; the first, are also :.'r‘]lu‘ﬂ.';
underneath, the wing feathers arve greyish black; the
first {|I1i-i| is not half so long as the second, the second
not so ]u!i;;‘ as the Eull'l't]u, Lt lr:||_'__-|-r' than the fifth,
the third the longest; greater and lesser under wing
coverts, yellow. The tail, which is slightly rounded, is
black, =~c|---]1‘.'|n-_: the two middle feathers, which are
ore nish }l-”ll‘.'l.' at the base, and ;.---liuw on the terminal
cdge, and the outer feathers, which are yellow, from
the tips to the middle on the outer webs; underneath,
the black feathers are greyish black; upper tail coverts,
bright yellow; under tail coverts, also bright yellow.
Legs and toes, bluish grey; claws, light brownish red.

It is to be observed that the male bird docs not
attain the brilliant yellow plumage until the third year:
its beautiful colours “grow with its growth.”

In the female the bill is also light brownish red: the
black streak between it and the eye is wanting. Fore-
head, yellow, with a tinge of green; head, crown, aud

neck on the back, yellowish green—in [rout the latter is
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pale yellowish grey, and on the sides greenish yellow;
nape, also yellowish green; chin and throat, dull greyish
white, marked with longitudinal pale brown lines.  Breast,
dull greyish white, with larger longitudinal pale brown
lines, and E_:I'j_;:hl _'I.'P]||‘r'ﬂ.' on the sides, which are also
streaked in the same way; back, greenish yellow.
Greater and lesser wing coverts, brownish black, tipped
with pale yellow, and dull vellowish at the base; prima-
rics, secondaries, and tertiaries, brownish black, their
edges greenish yellow, and their tips, excepting those of
thﬁ: two outer oncs, p:'.]:' }'u']l-i'i\'i:-fs white. rEIl l'-zu'l.'.'ullah
black, yellowish at the base, and with less yellow at
the end and sides than in the male; underneath, it is
}'L']Iu_r'u'I.r.h Erey; upper tall coverts, ;l':e_-:ti-_-[;. :.._-I]--w;
under tail coverts, bright yellow. Legs and toes, bluish
grey; claws, lj;:!][ brownish red.

Young; bill, more brown than in the male; head,
crown, neck on the back, and nape, dusky wvellowish
grey; chin, throat, and breast, yellowish white, the latter
with a central line of brown on each feather, and the last-
named yellow on the sides; back, dusky yellowish grey.
Primaries, secondaries, and tertiaries, brown; tail, brown-
ish olive colour; upper tail coverts, tipped with yellow;
under tail coverts, :\'L‘“U‘.'I-'.

The female is duller in colour than the male.
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ALPINE ACCENTOR.

ALPINE WARBLER. COLT.ARED STARE.

Acecentor alpinus, Fremino. Seuny.

Motacilla alpina, GMELIN.

Sturnus collaris, GuELiN. LATHAM.
“ moritanicus, Guenin. LA

Aecentor—A chanter—Canto, to sing—I(a factitions word.)
Alwinns—Alpine,

For want of a verpacular name for this species, I
am compelled for the present, much against my will,
to adopt, as in some similar cases, one that I by mo
means approve of, but I have done so only as a
temporary thing, and in hope of a “good time coming,”
when the Queen’s English shall “enjoy its own again®—
a consummation much to be wished by every lover of
his country’s tongue.

This bird is not uncommon in Germany, France,
Spain, Switzerland, and Italy; and Temminck includes
it among the Asiatic species, as a native of Japan. It
frequents the highest parts of any alpine districts, as
its name suggests; this at least in summer, but in winter
it seeks and finds a milder temperature in the warm
and sheltered valleys, and thus, like the lowly and
humble in life, escapes the severest of the storms and
tempests which the lofty and the aspiring are necessarily

exposed to, in the higher atmosphere in which their
YOI 111, >
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lot 1s cast or their place chosen: in severe weather it
approaches farm-yards, villages, and houses.

Oue of these birds, n female, was observed in the
parden of IWing's Collegze, Cambridee, on the 23¢d. of
November, 1822, and obtained by the Provost, the
Rev. Dr. Thackeray; another, no doubt the male, was

seen by him at the same time, both together frequenting

the grass-plots of the Colleze garden, and climbing
about the buttresses of the venerable building. A

sccond was shot in a garden on the borders of Epping
Forest, in the county of Issex; and a third at Wells,
in Somersetshire, in 1833, in the garden of the Very
tev. Dr. Goodenoush, Dean of Wells: a fourth was
seen by the Rev. R. Lubbock, at Oulton, in Suffolk,
in the yvear 1834, about the month of March; and a
fifth i1s said to have been obtained in Devonshire.

This species is peculiarly tame and confident in its
habits, moving away but a short distance if nearly
approached. It is mostly to be seen on rocks or on the
ground, and seldom perches on trees; it frequently shufiles
its wings and tail after the manner of the Dunnock.

Its food consists of flies and other insects, grasshop-
pers, earwigs, ants’ eggs, and small seeds.

Its note 1= described as resembling the syllables
‘tree, tree;” its song is said to be pleasing,

The nest is placed among stones, or in some cavity
or crevice of the mountain rock, as also at times, it is
said, on the roofs of houses in such situations, as also
under the shelter of the alpine rose or other low bush.
It is made of moss and fine grass, and is lined with
wool and hair.

The eggs, four or five in number, are of a beautiful
light greenish blue colour. There are said to be two
broods in the year.
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?'ll.lr.r', ]vrlj_;!];. six inches and a half to seven mches:
bill, strong, straight, and fine-pointed; the upper bill’
is dusky black, yellowish white at the base; the lower
bill is orange yellowish white, except at the tip, which
15 brownish black: s, dork brown. Head, crown,
and neck on the sides and back, dull lizht brownish
grcy; the latter in front 1s dull I‘n.'l.'llﬂ'i'-"ﬁ.‘-]] wlhite, with
a small black spot on cach feather: nape, brownish
gErey; chin and throat, duall '-'."le'll'.l'1 with a small black
spot on each [eather of a crescent shape, which loses
or :_::l.irl-\. its ]1-'|I'-'-:t form :ll'l.".f':l'l.i.i.l'.:_f to the season of
the year; it is bordered below with a black band;
breast above, dark grey, varied lower down and on
T|LL' -.'uhw- with o1 LILEre cheznut brown In.tl'l{.-. the 1':1-_[::5
of the feathers white, and then greyish or yellowish
white, tinred with _\x|]<l¥\1.~1| brown, and :~|H1HL':1 with
darker brown; back, brown, the feathers being greyish
brown on the cdges, with loneitndinal P wehes on the
centre of each of dark blackish brown, more or less
visible in different seasons of the year; on the lower
part 1t is greyish brown, in some specimens reddish
EI'EY, with dark shaft streaks. -
The wings have the first feather wvery short, the

o
second ]I'.I]]:_':'i"!' than the t'r‘n:ll'[h1 the third the !u:ln:_';t-.\-T.
but all these three nearly equal; greater wing coverts,
reddish brown, wvaried with dusky black, edged with
yellowish ash-colour, and tipped with a white trinngular-
hiliill{"l hlju'; if'.“.\“']' 'l-"|'|.]:|r._" l'l?'ﬁ'"t'[b, :r'l'lt|_|'|'|.l,,'i_\.]| :_f]'l,'j.'_. t]lﬂ{-["
next the greater coverts dosky towards the end, with
pure white ti.]h: two white bands are thus formed
across the wings, but they are more or less faded off
in different scasons of the year. Primaries, blackish
brown, edged with yellowish rust-colour; sccondaries,

blackish brown, the inner ones narrowly margined




100 ALPINE ACCENTOR.

with reddish brown; tertiaries, darker blackish brown
'Dtl the centre of each feather, the sides deeply edged
with reddish brown, and 1[;1{:(*1.! with duall faded white.
‘The tail, which is slightly forked, is dark brown ash-
colour tipped with dull buff white, the outside feathers
terminating in a large reddish white spot upon their
inner webs, and the inner feathers less extensively so;
the base is lighter than the rest, and all the feathers are
wider there than at the tip, they are also edged with
yellowish grey; the rufous tips fade and wear into dull
white at the season of the vear; underneath, it is grey,
also tipped with dull yellowish white; the upper tail
coverts are very long, reaching to within an inch of
the end of the tail; under tail coverts, dark oreyish
brown, broadly edged with dull yellowish white. The
legs, which are scaled in front, and the toes, are strong,
and pale reddish orange brown, the toes brownish;
claws, dusky black: the hind claw is very strong, much
curved, and very sharp at the tip, where it is compressed.

The female resembles the m:tl-;', but her colours are
more dull, less rufous, more spotted on the under parts,
and more grey on the sides; the spots on the breast
are smaller and palers and the under bill less yellow.

The young have the bill horn-colour, dingy yellow
at the base, the back much tinged with brown, the
white edges of the rust-coloured feathers on the sides
much more extensive, nearly prevailing over the other
colour. DBefore the first moult the whele of the upper
parts are ash-colour, with dusky spots, the throat and
breast plain greyish white, without spots: the feet and
claws are paler than in the adult.
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DUNNOCK.

SHUFFLE-WIKG. HEDGE-SPARROW. HEDGE-WARBLER.

WINTER FAUVETTE.

Aecentor modularis, JENYNS,

Motacilla o Lixxxus,

Sylvia t Larian.

Curruca sepiaria, Brissox,
Aceentor—A chanter, (a factitious word.) Modularig—

Modulor—To ging—to warblo—to trill

UxopsTrUsivEe, quiet, and retiring, without being shy,
humble and homely in its deportment and habits,
sober and unpretending in its dress, while still neat
and graceful, the Dunnock exhibits a pattern which
many of a higher grade might imitate, with advantage
to themselves and benefit to others through an im-
proved example.

It inhabits all the more temperate parts of Europe,
going as far north as Norway and Sweden, which it
leaves, according to M. Nillson, at the approach of
winter. In Italy it is plentiful in the latter season;
so it is also in France; arriving there in October, and
leaving in the spring. In Asia, my friend Mr. Hugh
Edwin Strickland has noticed it, in Asia Minor, in
December.

It is common likewise in Scotland and Ireland. It
occasionally visits Orkney in October. It was observed
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near Kirkwall during the winter of 1842, and again
mn the same season i 1544,

Hardy in its habits, it needs not to migrate, but
remains in its lecal habitation throughout the year.
In the depth of winter indeed, it approaches more
nearly to houses, which again it leaves with the change
of season for the hedge-side, the garden, the orchard,
the Illm;ﬂ:ni-ru, or the ]-I:-.um't--::|'||J:|L1', and 1]|I':|'|', or
amonge !'nz.-]u‘.-_, it passes its snmmer, geldom :l.rE"-'ﬂlll"lJl_*_{
into open ground, or frequenting trees of larger size.

Even in the depth of the severest winter, when, as
in this February, 1853, the ground 1s everywhere cov-
ered with snow a foot deep, and you would think that
every emotion must be chilled in the breast of even
the hardiest bird that is 1-.\;[:ul.-|‘[! to the 1[.:||].‘1_'_fill;.f
attacks of the two “weird sisters” cold and hunger, by
night and by day; you will see the Dunnock flirting
about some low bush in the splendid sunshine that
succeeds the bitter blasts which have come and gone,
and warbling its unpretending little lay, as if to shew
that an even and quiet temper is that which will best
sustain under the most adverse circumstances of life.
Now it has come down upon the smow, and its tiny
feet move nimbly over the crystal surface, its tail
quickly moved up and down the while; now it stops
for a few moments, and now hops on again, and now
is gone, in company with its mate, pursuing or pursued.
Or, ]1.‘1Ef~ho|]pi1:|:f,::. half-walking, its usual gait, it approach-

es the door, in search of any chance crumbs, which, if

you are charitably disposed, you will have placed there
for any feathered pensioners, whom the inclemency of
the season may compel to a more intimate acquaintance
than thc}‘ otherwise would have chosen. “Never turn

thy face from any poor man,” says the Holy Word,
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“and then the face of the Torp shall not be turned
away from thee,” and so in like manner let your

].r'lll"r'-llf'tlfl" f.'l:l]ll':ll:'l' evVen T.|II.I'.'|‘:iLf whose :'i:"li.l’ll'l:: alone

can speak their wants.—"*0 give relief, and

o

Heaven

1

will bless your store.’

These birds never under auny circumstances, or at
all events very rarely indeed, enter into houses by
the open door or window, as some others do through
stress of weather, Ih'm:.ﬂl so devoid of .*-|.|.:|.'|||_"-!-i in their
approaches to them. The neighbourhood of the hedge
is their favourite haunt, from whence they venture bat
a little way into the field, or the road. Sometimes
however, they are seen in towns, in such places as
squares, where trees and shrubs are planted.

Thl:_‘.' are '!J_'-.' o means :_'|--_f:|.:;i s, 1|m||;;||. three or four
may sometines be -.:-':lat'J"'.':'-:]. at no great {11'11‘;114&- !l‘l'||||| 1-;11:|:|.
other. They are scldom seen among or on the upper
branches even of a bush or hedge, and as Mr. Mae-
gillivray remarks, it is very rare to sce two '[1}'i||g in the
same direction, although they are generally observed in
pairs. Ln dry sunny weather in summer, they may be
seen sometimes basking in the sun. They are inoffen-
sive towards other birds, and friendly also with one
another. In one instance, however, a relative of Mr.
Thompson, of Belfast, witnessed a fizht between two
of them, in which one was killed: the wictor, after
having slain his antagonist, twice or thrice uttered a
song of triumph, at the ‘finale’ of which he each time
flew at and again struck his victim. 'l'hey display
great concern if their nest is disturbed, and endeavour
to entice any intruder away: they roost at night in
some accustomed place. "They are easily tamed, and
i{upt, in {_'unﬁtl.t'mctlt, and in that state shew much
attachment to other birds. TI:(:}' are fond both of
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dusting and washing themselves. It would seem that
they roost on the ground. In hard winters they not
very unfrequently perish from want.

Their flicht is straight, and generally very short, as
also low.

The food of this species consists of small seeds, par-
ticularly those of the grasses, grain, and insects, minute
snails, chrysalides, and larve, in addition to which small
fragments of stone are swallowed; and in search of such,
or any other minute eatables, too small even for you to
observe at all what they are, you will see it quietly,
peaceably, and industriously searching about, advanecing
with that gentle raising. and shuffling of the wings,
most exhibited in the breeding season, from whence one
of its vernacular names. It also frequently moves the
tail up and down, with a somewhat similar motion;
and in the spring floats in the air in a manner foreign
to its usual habit. Ewven though youn may approach
within a few yards of it, it moves or flits but a little
way off, or hops into the nearest covert until you have
passed by. The young are fed with insects. «

The song of this gentle, modest, and retiring little
bird, which is heard even in winter, and continued
until the end of May, and in fact for nearly the whole
of the year, is, as might be expected, of a quiet and
subdued tone. It is, however, particularly mellow and
pleasing, making up in soft richness what it wants in
compass and power: I have heard it on the 19th. of
February, which 1s abaut the period that it is usually
commenced. It frcquuull}' utters it in fair “‘i:a.thc'l',
from the middle or top of a bush, hedge, or low tree,
though sometimes from the ground, or on a wall, re-
peating it eight or nine times in succession; but should
the temperature change, and a storm of the “bitter
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piercing air” of the north succeed a comparatively
milder time, it chills the heart of the little warbler,
and his strains are in consequence curtailed. Yet, on
the other hand, Mr. Weir has heard the Duonnock
singing regularly at night about eleven o'clock, in the
neighbourhood of Edinburgh, even in the darkest even-
ings of antumn and winter; and when the weather was
cold and frosty. Its ordinary note is a small cheep.
The shuffling of the wings just spoken of, frequently
accompanies its musical performances. It has been
observed in confinement to imitate the notes of other
kinds of birds kept with it, making a strangc medley
of all together,

The nest is generally placed in hedges, low furze
or other bushes, or shrubs, a few feet from the ground,
but also in lack of these, in holes of walle, stacks of
wood, in the ivy against a wall, and other similar
I[ILI-T_‘I"'*-C. The Rev. Charles 11“1.—”': of Drifhield, records
in the “Zoologist,”” pages 658-9, that he found one
among the small branches of an elm tree, standing apart
from any hedge. It was placed close to the bole or
trunk u[' the tree, at about ten feet from the If_:‘:'m:lu].
R.‘i[[‘l'iﬁi']}', it wis L:-_}rn;uml'ut of wheat straw, itl.h'l‘l:l:lil:l;:_—
led with small recently-dead twigs of the elm, to which
the dried leaves were still attached. Tt had no other
lining than the green moss commonly used by the
Hedge-Chanter in the construction of its nest, and
contained a single eggz. One has been known built on
a disused garden roller. An outhouse 15 sometimes
made use of for the purpose.

It is deep and well rounded, and from four and a
half to five inches in diameter on the outside, and
nearly two inches deep. It is made of small twigs and

grass, lined with moss, and then with hair, grass, wool,

viill. TIT. r
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or down, or any appropriate substances at hand.

The eggs, which are somectimes seen so early as the
beginning of April, are four or five, rarely six, though
sometimes, it is said seven, in number, and of a very
{_-l:'_;::mt _r_;r:_-:-uf-ah blue rnﬂulll', with a rather _'_:]U.*-.'-:l.'
surfice. Archibald -Hepburn, FEsq., records in the
“:/..Ulr||1:_:i.-.T," page 134, his having seen an cgg of this
species, which was thrown omnt of the nest by the
parents, and was of a bluish white colour, mottled and
speckled with light brown; it was much rounder than
the usual shape, and was empty inside.

Incubation lasts eleven days, and two broods are
often reared in the wear; preparations for one being
made abont the middle of March, and for the latter
at the ll_ll._':_:[II.IIIHi__': of .1\[.1_".'.' three are somelimes hatched.
Meyer, in his “Britush Birds,”” mentions hkaving scen
a nest on the 21st. of January, and found one with a
newly-laid egg in it on the 22nd. of July. The same
situation 15 frequently resorted to from year to year.

Male; weight, near six drachms; length, from five inches
and three-quarters to six and a quarter; bill, dark
brown, highter at the base; the corners of the mouth dull
yellow; iris, dark blackish brown with a tint of red.
Head and crown, dark bluish grey streaked with brown;
neck on the sides; dark bluish grey streaked with
brown; nape, grey, streaked longitudinally with brown;
chin, throat, and breast, rather dark bluish grey, the
latter lighter lower down, and on the sides pale yellowish
brown, the centres of the feathers darker; back above,
brown, the centres of the feathers reddish, and the
outsides vellowish brown, thus forming dark streaks of
an oval shape.

The wings, which when closed reach to about a

third of the lenzth of the tail, and expand to the width
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of ecight inehes and three-quarters, have the first feather
very small, the second a little longer than the seventh,
but shorter than the sixth, than which the third is a
little shorter, the fourth and fifth nearly equal in length,
but the fourth rather the longest, and the former very
little longer than the sixth. Greater and lesser wing
coverts, yellowish brown, the middle ones tipped with
whitish, forming a mark across the wings; primaries,
dark dusky brown; scecondaries, dark dusky brown;
tertiaries, also dark dusky brown, margined with reddish
brown; larger and lesser under wing coverts, brown,
bordered with whitish. 'The tail, which is slightly forked,
and rather curved downwards, and has the side feathers
a little bent outwards, is dusky brown, the feathers
narrowly edged with reddish brown; upper tail coverts,
brown; under tail coverts, pale yellowish brown or slate-
colour, the centres of the feathers dark along the shafts;
legs and toes, dark yellowish oranze brown: claws,
black, the hind elaw as large again as cither of the
others.

The female is scarcely to be distinguished from the
male, but is smaller, measuring in length, from five
inches and a half to nearly six inches; the wings ex-
pand to the width of eight inches and a half; her
pill.:u;l.-_:r.' 1s more dull, the spots |.¢r54'_-|-, and the lower
part of the back more olive-coloured.

The young belore the first moult have the hill light
brownish above, below yellowish, the corners of the,
mouth red: over the eye is a pale yellowish grey streak;
the eye is at first dusky, and alterwards dark red: the
crown of the head is deep yellowish grey; the throat and
breast are dusky greyish or yellowish white, marked
with small oval spots of a darker shade; on the sides,

which are rusty }'ul]uwfsh. each feather greyish vellow
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towards the shafts. The upper parts confusedly mottled
with dusky and light brownish ved, the tips of the
feathers being of the latter colour; the greater and
lesser wing coverts tipped with rusty yellow; the
secondary coverts tipped with dull white. The tail
brown, the feathers with light reddish wmargins; the
under tail coverts rusty yellowish with blackish shiaft
streaks; the feet lizht brownish red. "'he moult takes:
place in July or August.

The colours fade with the advance of summer, the
reddish brown edges of the feathers become narrower,
and the grey of the breast paler.

White wvarieties are sometimes met with., The Rev.
Dr. Thackeray, of King’s College, Cambridge, obtained
pne which had the head, neck, body, and wing coverts,
dull white, varied with a few markings of the natural
colour; the wings and tail pure white, the bill and legs
pale reddish. The Rev. Robert Holdsworth, of Brixham,
had another which was of a nearly uniform reddish
buff colour. The late William Thompson, Esq., of
Belfast, mentions one obtained near Clonmel, in Febru-
ary, 1838, the plumage of which was entirely of a cream-
colour of one shade, and the under plumage of a 1r:ﬂ¢r
hue. One was seen at Weston-super-Mare, Somerset-
ghire, in 1851, which had the wings and tail white,
and the back and breast mottled with brown. A mnest
of piebald -ones was reared in the same neighbourhood
a few years previous. Onpe near Lewes, Sussex, in
1849, which was entirely white, with the exception of

a red patch or two on the wing.
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ROBIN. NODIN REDBREAST. RUDDOCK. HOLINET.

Sylvia rubecula, Pexsaxt. Frnemino.
Metacille * Moxtaor. DBewick,
Erythaca ** SeLpy. GouLp.

Sylvia—8ylva—A wood. Rubeenlao—Ruber—Red—ruddy,

Tre thoughts of our earlicst years are those, each
one of which, ‘@®re perennius,’ abides with us through
life, while those of later years pass away, oftentimes like
a shadow without recall. Who then is there in whose
oldest memory the legendary tale of the “Babes in the
Wood” does not for ever dwell; and who is there in
remembrance of it T.h:it"n'ith the Robin’s so-called faults
will not “love him still?® Faults he certainly has, or
at least dispositions which would be such in us, but
he fulfils to the letter the mission of his nature, and
that is what ““no man living” can say of himself.

An inhabitant of the wildest wood and the gayest
garden, the most frequented road, and the most retired
lane, the hedge of the pasture field, and the neigh-
boarhood of every cnuu[ry-]musu, the Robin is an
acquaintance of both old and young, and to each and
every one he scems like an old friend. :

As you walk along the hedge-row side at almost any
season of the year, it may be, ‘nescio quid meditans
nugarum,’ your wandering thought is for the moment
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arrestedd by the sight of a Redbreast perched on one
of the topmost sprays, or by the sound of the pretty
note that its owner warbles before you: you ecannot
help "but stop a moment, and édpeak a word to the
well-known bird, as if to an old acquaintance; and
you almost fancy from his winsome attitude, the atten-
tion he seems to pay, and the quietness with which
he remains, that he understands, if’ not your language,
yet the ]-ln']n-r‘. of it, and 15 aware thal you arec a
{friend who will not huort or harm him.

It is a constant resident throughout the year in all
the more temperate and warmer parts of I':III'-:['I-:--"
Saxony, Spain, Italy, and Holland; visiting Denmark,
Norway, and Sweden, in the summer. In the northern
parts of Africa, it 1s also known. In Asia, H. E,
Strickland, Esq. has seen it in Asia Minor; and
Keith Abbot, Esq. in Persia,

With us it is universally distributed in the three
kingdoms; and even in the depth of the most lonely
wood you are sometimes almost startled by the sud-
denness with which an unexpected Robin will make
his appearance on’ some neighbouring branch. In
Shetland it ur.‘n:au-‘iu:m;t!l}‘ occurs, and in Ui'iirm}'. l]LITrllj_:ll
not very numerous, it is seen throughout the year; and
also even in the bare islands of the outer Hebrides,

The Redbreast remains with us throughout the year,
unless indeed it be a contradiction of this statement,
that some are supposed to migrate hither from more
northern parts in the winter: they are believed to
perform their migrations singly. In summer they for
the most part, but ].!}' no means universuli}r, removao
from that more close propinquity to human habitations
which in winter they had sought, to a greater distance,

where retirement is to be better gaincd. Numbers
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have been known to II.H.'_:]I.L on a vessel in the Mediter-
ranean, and :l]1p-’l.1't_'llf]}‘ much f;l.ti;:ln;‘.ﬂ with their juurur-y
to and from its opposite shores. The same Robin
generally frequents the same haunt, and it is ]u'nt]:thl},'
his jealonsy of any interference with his prerogative,
that makes him so ready to attack any trespasser,
though of his own kith and kindred, that ventures
within the bounds of his domain—he desires to be like
Robinson Crusoe, “Monarch of all he surveys.”

In severe weather many fall vietims to the extermi-
nating effects of hunger and cold. The female bird is
very attentive to the charge of her nest, and has often
been known to allow herself to be taken in the hmd
without |:-44'l'[]IIL: it. One has been taken on the nest
and placed with it in a eage, where she still continued
to sit; and another, thoueh taken off the nest six times
in a siugle day, and even detained in a cage for a
few minutes, returned to her charge when set at
liberty, and successfully hatched her egas.

As one proof, ‘unum e maultis,” of the pugnacious
:1i~[\n-iliu|1 of the Robin, for ‘-\']lii']l.i]ll_" 15 indeed 1]1‘11{:11,
Mr. George B. Clarke has sent me the {ollowing anec-
dote, since recorded ‘in ““The Naturalist,” wvolume i,
page 45:—“[ thought I would try it with one of its
own species stuffed, of which I have a very fine one.
[ first of all placed it inside the window, so that the
Robin in the garden could see it, and he immediately
flew to the window and commenced pecking at the glass;
but not succeeding in getting at the stuffed one, he
flew away for about a minute, and then returned and
commenced pecking again at the glass, through which
he could see the bird. I then placed the stuffed Hobin
outside, on the window-sill, and went and hid myself,

an that I could see what the Robin would do now that
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he could get at it; he very scon returned, and com-
menced pecking at the stuffed bird most furiously.
At I.:-d he knocked it off the sill of the window: he
followed it as it fell down, and seemed to be guite
p!i*:m'r! at ]n-]rlj_: victorious, and continued 1*-'-'Lill__: al
and pulling feathers out of it, while it was lyving on
the ground. I then came out of my hiding-place, and
frichtened him away, or else he would soon have
spoiled my bird.”

An J.'!C:H_':.l_'l.' similar circumstance has also been ]'t']l.’l'ui
to me by Dr. Henry Moses, of Appleby, since the
above was registered. He had placed a recently-stufled
I:-_I!'Ji;l in the garden to dry; some Sparrows and
Dunnock soon beran to L him L'IlJ'[->'.:|-!._1,', and with
evident ..i_._m.; of ]n'-“.i[i‘._*-'; I]L-'}' did not, however, scem
to like his look—a piece of wire which had been left
projecting from his head giving him a rather fearful
;1[’]H.'i'-l'~'l-fl-f."~."'—'-l1ll! sheered off. No sooner, however, had
they been gone than a IRlobin made a most furious
attack upon his supposed rival, dashed at him with
the greatest violenge, buffeted him with his wings,
knocked out one of his eves, and so miserably maaled
and distorted him that he was rendered totally useless
as a specimen of the art of taxidermy. [t must be
acknowledged that the Robin is of a very masterful
temper and disposition. You are looking out of your
window, watching perhaps a Dunnock, a Tomtit, or
even a Sparrow in the tree in front of it: on a sudden
the bird iz flown, vamished as if I:_v the wave of the
wand of a In.‘lj_:in;'i-l.u: but the next moment the causc
appears, and, in the place of the quiet Shuffle-wing or
li\'ul}' Titmouse, the necromancer, a pert Redbreast stands,
whose only object in appearing there seems to have

been to dislodge those, who would have remained with
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A Sparrow or a Thrush, undisturbing and undisturbed.
He is even unsociable with those of his own kind; in
winter so many as two are scarcely seen together, and
as for other speecies he rarely mingles at all with them.
If the nest of the Robin be approached he utters a
feehle 1rhr'-~E1, and will oceasionally attack even a cat, or
overcome n bird of his own size.

Mre. . F. |.:1_f_[.|.||, of |T1.'l.k'[]|-l1'|11l'.'.ll', l'tllih]n]l"_:li, relates
the following in the ""/:L:-ulu;_tllhl.“ phgc 1211 :—*“While
busy setting some recent entomological captures, my
attention was arrested by something dashing against
the window of a small room adjoining that in which
[ sat. Enquiring into the eause of the racket, I bb-
served a male Redbreast fly from the window, uttering
his notes of aneger and defiance. lle returned in o few
minutes, and dashed furiously against the window glass,
striking it with his bill and feet simultancously; this
he repeated several times, and then retreated to the
top of an adjoining wall, where he sung loud notes of
triumph, after which, however, he resumed his imaginary
contest, and kept it up at intervaly, by which time he
had :|].]||z-p||1]}- come to the conclusion either that he
had \',|:;|1||,i-.1,-||--': his foe, or that his efforts were of no
avail, as [ have seen nothing of him since.”

I'wo have been kuown to unite together in attacking
a flock of Sparrows, and instantly to put them to flight.
One which had become somewhat tame [rom being fed,
on another being brought in a cage, attacked the cage
with the utmost possible fury, beating it with his winge,
and pecking at it with all his might and main. Two
have been found so intent on single combat as to be
both taken with the hand, and on one of them being
set at !iht-rl}' he set up a song of defiance at the other
confined in a cage; and when the latter was released
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too, the ori=inal battle was :|_l_[..j|1 renewed.  Others have
been =een to fizhit till one was killed. Even within a
house two will fight, if' one trenches on the domain
al the other. Unum arbustum non alit duos u'li!]l..;_'un‘.'
Thus also 1:5-1::--51 Hf.li.:l'_';'. "_"Ll_\' own helief |:1|'i|1_'_3 that
several species of birds are in the habit. not only of,
_:.[l']']ll'.t”_\' themselves to  certain
loealities, but at certain hours of the day frequenting
particular spots; an instance in proof may be given of
a Robin which, during a considerable portion of the

winter, took shelter in Norwich Cathedral, ]l{'l'\,']l.illl_:' 1
during the morning service, and almost always within

a minute or two of the same time, on a particular ]
part of the Cathedral, when, after warbling a few
3 notes for a short [fllll'1 it flew to :1:;L-[E|L r [1;11'1]1'||L|1'
spot, and from thence to a third, generally terminating
its conrse iﬁ"- on the v ment.” This Ippre=
cintion of time observed 1!}' others. “Robins,”

savs Mr. Th i other small birds seem to -

have a good a of tme, as evinced by their coming

to particular spots at the period of the day when food -

15 f_:i.'r['l: to them, and I =omie cases at none q:[]jn;_r_“ -

But if apparently unfriendly with other birds, and
L]11:*.t'i'|.-!-.~'u::|:' with these of his own kind, with us he is
familiar, and on the best of terms, and thouzh the
instances cf this on record must be few indeed comparel
with those that have not been thus noticed, yet they
are most amply sbundant to zive him a character which
no other bird possesses.

It may often be noticed how ne arly onc will approach
to some poor-man at work upon the high-roads, the

erumbs from whose frugal meal he has doubtless been

T T 1 Sl -
made, or las made himsell, a partaker of. Oehi rs,

e - o ¥
pecustomed to be fed at a window-sill, have often been
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known to tap at the window if shut, as il to remind theie
friends of their wants, In one instance, vecorded in
the “Zoologist,”” page 1211, Mr, Robert MM, Lingwoad
mentions one which thuos 1.l.l1'l:1-l at o window without
Gy previous .ll'lel-..ill'i.l:ll.'l' with the owners ol the honse

to which |l|l'|~-|'.",<'1!:-—“'|"r.-- tl-“--'-'niin'_: 15 an instanca

b
I kabile e o L H I wa L .
ol réemarkable lameéncss 1 @ Ivwobini=—1 was sitliner 1 a

room with a blazine wood fire, when my attention

was attracted by two or three taps at the window

n!t'a-la]l" the fire-place, which 1 found were caused by
it |:-|.!-i.|.. [ onened |.||.l' '|'\i||l|.-.-'.'.. and ;II i low Iui.l]hll':--..
the bird flew direct into the room, and alter surveying

ifferent parts of 1t, comuenced feeding on the

flies 1n the window; 1 put some crumbs on the floor,

and he almost ll.i'.-':'ll_".' Ll-'-; wm to feed on them, amd

then commenced ~i:‘.j_,:.ll__; he stayved in

the room abont
twenty minutes, and then took his 1|.L'|_::I.'III:'I.'.| Jl.l.\"ih:_."'
shewn no signs of fear, and altording lu}'.—--'ll' and others
much pleasure.”

The followine occars 1n ** |_II: x.l|'.'.l.|!|~'i." ald .‘-~l:'|lll.'.‘~1

volume 11, page +h:—"Early m winter, a Robin was
seen to frequent a ”""ll‘h"“:‘ tree close to the window
of the late Mr. ll.l._\'l:'.l:-‘:" prrimting lrll!-n_':', (the father of
the late well-known artist,) where it sang very sweetly,
'J.'.lw_' workmen I.J}I':Ill'l.t the window, and at ].-::_-hrfh thie
hird flew in, and |“-1'_-|.:_-1' fed, did not seem at all une ey
of its new situation. It sang almost daily; gencrully
in the moroing and evening, wholly disregarding the
operations of the workmen, and apparently well satistied
with its new companions, until the following spring.
The window being opened at that season, it flew away,
but, singular to say, returned to the tree at the approach
of winter, aud was again received into the oflice, where

it Look up its  old station till March. Some of the
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workmen would not believe that it was the same bird,
and one of them, having caught it, marked the breast
feathers, under the throat, with printing-ink. 'The
next spring came, and the bird took its departure,

as b II--||'. I'I‘[|I|||;1]I-_-| ;|:_;1ir1 il []w r[hi of .""'-'['-tl'lu'llc'1',

to the old mulberry tree, with several other birds pl'

its  kiond The window was l]'.:'r!.i_'l.' 1I'll:'|I|'|1 to the

welcome old sovester, when it flew mmto the oflice,
followed ]l_'l. two other birds, E1Lu'|-.;|rl_'r its young, I

displayed greater familiarity than before, even perching

on the caps of the men, and there ~ir:-;i:u;'.

In “The Naturalist®™ for March, 1853, there i1s a
Very mteresting account eiven, as forwarded to me |>_1.'
Mrs. Harviet Muarchison, of DBicester, of one of these
birds, whose tameness in a room equalled that of any
of those I have here narrated: and Mr. 'E'lm]nlr-'\-mn
also records anmother history, forwarded to him by a
lady from Hazelbank, in the county of Antrim. Two
birds became |l|li'.-' tame, one of them 11|'I.:||-i:i_‘_f out of
the hand quite fearlessly:—*In a short time he became
morc famihiar, and seemed to watch our approaches,

for he E.l't'ljl.'.L'llllL'A.' met us on the little walk ]L';UE[]];_{_

from the house, and when we did not attend to him,
he would come dashing past, striking my bonnet
violently with his wing, or fluttering in my face; he
would sometimes sit upon a twig, as if to hold a
conversation with me, for he would be quite silent
while 1 talked with him, and so soon as 1 paused, he
began a little soft and sweet muttering in his throat,
as if in reply, which he would cease the moment I
again spoke. When we found him absent, and ealled,
Terry! Terry! he was soon at our side; and his
licaring must be very acute, for I have seen him

flying towards us from a very great distance. Lo give

s
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lea of his extreme composure and satisfaction while

an 1
sitting on the hand, he has more than once, after feeding,
tucked up one of his little feet under his feathers,
as we often sce barn-door fowls do, and roosting on
a finger, deliberately prepare himself for sleep; which
on one occasion he indolged in so long as to completely
weary his perch. He would eat off my lap, hop about
me without any concern, pick at my shawl, and then
look up in my face and begin his little song or prattle.”
The occupation of land and notions about tenant-right
would seem to have been the eause of various disputes;
and on such ocecasions, the writer says, “It would have
been amusing, had it not been distressing, to view
these beauteous little ereatures, who secmed ul:lly formed
for harmony and love, bristling up with rage, every
feather like ““quills upon the fretful porcupine,”’ eyes
on fire, und their tiny heads making cireles of defiance
before the first collision, which always terminated by
our H.'p:lt'-ttillq the combatants, who retreated .-.'-m'm';L!ly
to their respective districts: so fierce have they been
that t'm‘j.’ have even I'-ul.:_;h!. npon our hands.” Tll.u
broods of the two birds in due season appeared, but
were of different dispositions, like their parents, or,
rather, differently educated in consequence of the differ-
enee in them. The one set eame not near at all: the
others were brought close to the ladies, but the moment
the old bird pereceived them approach too near, he
would dash among them with a great flutter, and
scatter them to a proper distance; he was so much
on the alert, that they mnever succceded in attracting
them, and they disappeared entirely during the summer.
Mr. Thompson narrates a similar action on the part
of the parent of a young Iobin which followed a

relative of his through the garden, ate food from his
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hand, and also ouove him its “most sweet L"""'l"'“"n
by perching on his kuee or shoulder when he was
scited in a I'_':I~i|'.'.-~1...qi..' this degree of familiarity,

however, was not at all approved of by an old bird,

most ]Lr-.-'n.LM:. thie parent, which =everal tunes roshed
quickly past and drave 1t away,

Il_.lu.l' l.lli:.' \'l.-'llillllll"‘., ".JIILI' 1II:|_'.' SO0Urces ol ._||||i.L:i. e
our birds ]|.|.l 'I.'u'illi| us, were from the l]1l:_'_ and the

cat, who ocecasionally .x:'uulnlw.l:u-:.! us 1 our walks,

of the latter '|||l'_'.' Welre Yery |\

.
she was 11-“[-' amenable to ord s, and dul not attemp

Lt ]1|_||]:_.-'[ |I.I.l :u.——i-ll'.. strancre [O -:_‘.. L1 i_l,:':. [J.._~ |_:1._|_'

they were much better friends, -.ll i defance of

:_lli k"rll'11_'1i.l:;. he would ';I-:-.l::':lli:_'n.' make a bounce at

them, buat -l:.|_\' i ]*...'I.'.' 'i':'n.'_".' secmed to know this,
often remaining quietly on my hand, while Rory stood

al my :-Iu-. crazinog at Jl.l.., ant wo woere |||L;-_'i| ;-.“;l;-t._-‘l

to watch occasionally a kind of race between l'..-':‘-'.1 HE
they accompanied us down the avenue to the front
iate, o distance of about two hundred and fifiv vards

3 . " - PR :
the dog running before us, and the bird flving {rom

trec 1o tree l.l.i.il'l:.__" the whole way and back _.'_:_|i||_"

The Hev. 5. 1. .‘ll":.lj'.. 11 & letter to .‘|~[l. 1llq:l,'.'n.|_'|',| CH ALY

“A young naval friend of mine, Mr. R. Burrourhes,
told me that as his ship was once in the Bay of Biscay,
at a considerable distance from any land, a common
Robin Redbreast was picked up one morning on deck,
NeT e Aedziat Lad Been drice e
WK and wounnded § 1t Dad Deen driven agammst a mast
of the ship in the night, which was J'n'..:_';". and _-1-l||.|,|i.x'_
The bird was attended Lo, ..J.|I|.|. recovered, and |;_'u|:|_‘.i|:|_|:|_:_:|_

with the wvessel until she reached ]:l']!_‘;-.l, where it

d and liberated. [t wsed to fly about
the Ii'-.’_—CEI-,'-.’. and come down on the deck to be fed.

Mr. Burroughes added, that it was highly curious to
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see the Robin preparing to shelter itself about the
different parts of the rigging, ete., upon the approach
of any coarse weather.”

At o gentleman’s house in Darley Dale, in Derby-
shire, as mentioned in the “Derby Reporter,” a Robin
domiciled for three successive winters, having had ingress
and egress during the day, with the privilege of free
access to a well-stocked larder, |1:|.lL;1]..i11_-_: at will of what
it contained. Its roosting-place was usually on a Christ-
mas bourh in the kitchen, which was retained for -its
dormitory. It used to enter for the night at dusk of

i_'\'l"llill"".. ]].-I".'i.!ii‘: ':]Elli.!'.'_’ 1|i.|' Gy -:Il.'i'.':hilrllil_”‘.' B tI,H'
= £ o] p - o

hours h]_f_’_l"-]u'l.' to the i!-’:llul'.ﬂ'lx--_. as if to reward them
for cherishing it thus bountifully. FEach year it built
its nest in the trunk of a tree near the house, and fed
its young from the larder. Being so familiar with the
household, it would fly undauntedly from room to room,
and  oceasionally alizht on the family breakfast-table,
sometimes perching and chirping, as if to ingratiate itself
with its hespitable entertainers.

Mr.  Macgillivray says, “In the summer of 1835, a
male Robin in my garden became so tame that he
picked from the hand of the gardener; and in the
middle of the day, when the latter took his dinner,
he constantly attended for the purpose of cobtaining a
portion of it. Upon the knee of my wife I have fre-
quently seen him alight, and take bread out of her
haud as familiarly as if he had been tamed from the
nest. To me he likewise became wvery much attached:
he continued so during the autumn. One cold morning
in the beginning of winter, as I was standing at the
door of my house, having heard my voice, he immedi-
-.ar'lt-l}' flew to me, and, sceming to claim my protection,

followed me into the parlour, where he was quite at
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case, I caught him and put him into my garret, in
which, during the winter, he sang most l[t'“_'_.’llf.rllu_\'.
Jeing sorry to sce him alone, I got for him o ]ll']]l-
mate to cheer him in his confinement. About the
middle of April T set them at liberty, and, to my
surprise, a few days after 1 discovered a very neat
nest which I!]||'}' had bult. Aboul 1'1:_:]1: L].I_‘.'\- alter i
I]|E-\. while I was .'-'[!1[!1: I '.]l.l' lJll]l"._H'. my old |'|:.r!|.~11 :
":"-'-' ill, izllt] ittllllf'llli.l'.r'll'u' :"t'--'_:I:i*'. |1. me;: --E-I"i' Inl-lli::;:

him for two weeks, I put him out, when he flew to

“

the garden, where he remained during the summer,
o ﬂ
and with his partner reared a brood of six fine Robins,”
]
The H-:-'!li':, when accustomed to be l:l:r]i-:|1|'|-|--_l,

will 1':-~||u-1.rl~.' :l]'IEI|'=1.'!‘.'[l very ncar to those '|.l.!;|r are

z X . i . ) - {
'|.l.'|r|:'L'.r|'_: mn :.!Iil' ns, to Elll_']: up any insccts which they '
may ]|:|]r:u n to disturb: and will sometimes even alicht A
on the ¢ I[_,:" of the basket of n lll".lfl-;.uilzx rer. Une ?

]li'.‘: I:Il.'l..ll ].'.'.l'u'\ll to enter a room where a Person was

S 1 - P ] 91 ' -
writing, and perch upon the inkstand, returning again -

after ilying out, to sing {or some time; another entered a
] 1 ; . : -2

oo, and rested on the knee of a person sitiing there.

A curious 1nstance ol some ".';1.|:|f :-.||.L|ull_:--:|- o re .~::|1|j;;_;

power in a bird of this species, is related in the
"}I;L_'_:.:.filu_' of Natural “:..w'.r*:l'_'l.',-' volume viil, pages
345-6:—“It was observed standing upon a bough whicl ’

overhung a stream, and intently watching somc object
which was floatine down the water. When it cam:
opposite to him he darted down upon it, took it in
his claws, and was flying away with it, but being too
heavy for him it fell again into the water. Not to he
thwarted, however, he .1_'_“.'.:'|| took his station upon
-’IﬂNhL‘I' hl"”j.!]l lower down the stream; ihl'-t'l_' he awaited
the arrival of the olject, again repeated his Jformer

operation, and finally bore away the prize.”
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Hm*:h[nnrt]l}' one will alight on the shoulder of a
person sitting out of doors, or on the back of the
rustic seat, and somectimes venture to take food from
the hand. In the winter Robins will far from unfre-
:;111"I=1|j.' enter a room, and continue to I]'L'illu-nl. it for
a month, and one has been known to enter a cottage
1111'[1_'1,1, even 1 summer, to seek the accustomed erumbs
which he had been in the habit of finding there.
Numerous indeed are the notices of the fearless confidence
of the Redbreast—the natural cause of the favour with
which in all countries in BEurope he is regarded.

The former instances are those of English occurrence;
the following ones narrated by the late William Thomp-
son, Esq., of Belfast, in his “Natural History of Ireland,”
will shew that there the Robin is the same as with us:
—*In the very mild winter of 1831-32, a lRedbreast
very frequently made one at a breakfast table, helping
itself to all that it wanted. In summer it built in one
of the outhouses, and visited the kitchen daily, and in
the autumn used to sing in the hall. Another was in
the habit of entering a house, to feed, another even
to go into a lantern to eat the candle in it, and others
to alight on the hands of labourers, to eat therefrom.
One which was used to visit the abode of a tame l':l_l".'_:ll_'.
at feeding time, flew on to his perch as soon as he had
left it for the ground, and then alighted on the chain
by which he was fastened; another visited the same
cottage for four or five winters in succession, taking
up its abode within doors u]lt:;;i.'th:.'t' until the return
of spring. One of a pair, when the days were very
fine and bright in October, regularly frequented a
stable, and when perched upon the stall, sang without
being in any degree disturbed by the gencral business
of the place going forward, even within two or three fect

YVil. 100,
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of his station. A pair of Redbreasts that were assidn-
ously watched during their nidification in a conservatory,
were one morning found in great  consternation, in
consequence of their nest having been taken possession
of I‘."' a bat, which they |-'.'|".-.1||'|l|_x‘ |‘ntn|u-ﬂml to change
its quarters. A young Robin of the year, caught 1n
the autumn, anil Ll']lT in o chre, made 1ls CECAPe, but
ol '1]1' .'i]r[:ll'.ll':llll"'l' |r|. Enow, ]'I".ll['[l.l'lll. .l”i]. WS |'\-i1.|.|.'.b1.|:|.-
at home with the ].1¢'|_‘-' of the house and a servant who
had been accustomed to feed 1t, -1|!u"-'-'-|r1:_f more ]r.il'Tll-l“'._'n'
to them than to the other inmates.”

The Robin is verv easily L':l[-f_nrq':l in a trap, more
g0 than almost any other bird, but it =1:|1|_1-' bears con-
finement at all well in the winter; and if kept for its
own sake in severe weather, should be released when a
chanze has come. “It is always active and lively, and
watchful of all that passes. If a new bird is put into
the caose o :'."i.ll':'r' it inhabits, the Robin is the first
that takes notice of it, and immediately approaching,
utters its note of surprize, bows repeatedly with its
peculiar dipping motion, erects its tail, and in various
ways endeavours to express its interest or surprise.
[ts attention is particularly directed to wvoung birds,
cither of its own or other species.”

The flight of this bird is usually rather quick and
straight, mostly performed near the ground, and for
only a short distance—I[rom one neighbouring resting-
place to another. It progresses by a few hops at a
time, when it suddenly halts, tosses up its head or
looks askance, and after a brief pause advances again.

The Robin feeds on various fruits, seeds, and berries,
such as elder-berries and black-berrics, as also on flies,
beetles, and other insects, earwigs and worms; the larger

are frequently held in one claw, and so picked: ocea-




REDRREAST.

sionally it will capture insects on the wing, sallying
out at them time after time. The hard parts of any
are east up, as is done by the Hawks, One has been
seen to attack the formidable stag beetle on the wing,
when both fell together to the eground; what the result
wonuld have been was not aseertnined, for the former
flew away on the observer coming up. In the winter
this bird frequently visits the sea-shore, searching among
the sean-weed for small marine insects, In summer he
cats not n few corrants and other small ﬁ'ui.HR, with
which the young are sometimes fed; but insects are
his chief food. Its manner of feeding is not an assidu-
ous pecking about, but it hops on for a few steps, and
then halts, and then hops on aguin with a diligence
of observation to which we for the moment are blind,
though we presently are almost sare to see its successful
result. Now and then it turns 1y the grass or leaves
in scarch of or pursuit of its prey. A little gravel is
swallowed to ald the trituration of its food.

There is something peculiarly touching in the sofl,
sweet, and plaintive note of the Redbreast, especially
when first re-heard again at the close of summer, when the
leaves begin to fade and fall, and autumn gives presage
of the storms and cold of l'ctm'uing winter., So likewise
when winter has again in its turn passed away, and
the first signs, though ever so faint, of long-wished-
for spring begin to dawn, then is the well-known note
il 1ﬂm5uut sound to the ear that loves the country fone
the country’s sake. The Robin in fact sings throughout
the year, except while too much engaged with his
family in the nest. And as for his annual, so also for
his’ diurnal habit; retiving late to roost, his voice is
heard in every lane and garden, while any glimmer of

twilight remains, but’then it ceases, and up he is
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betimes again after daybreak, before the sun, and his
“raod ."l.tﬁt'nill_-_';" 15 I'lll_'.l'\' wint welcome to the early riser
on the following day.

Two birds are often heard answering the one to the
(:Lhu_::r i.t'nln. s0mao |i[l;lu_.l l!i.HT.i.l]f‘l,',, I."‘-';'It'l‘iil“.;'l-' i fine ealm
and clear evenings, but also even in dull or rainy
weather, when many other kinds are dulled to silence.
T]:t} one waits till Ii]nr u!h.'l‘ ll]'l‘i 4"t1ri:':1, before he h-'-:_;'mn',
and thus the conversation is carried on. Either may
be scen to stretch forward the ]u'.ul, and bend the
neck to catch what is sung, offering no response until
the other has ended what it had to say. 'l'he ordinary
note is a ‘tsit, tsit,” frequently accompanied by an
upward flirt of the tail, and a shuffle of the wings.
If alarmed for its younz, the note of the Robin is

peculiarly  wailing.

“In a wild condition,” says Mr. Couch, “bhirds of

the same species will not sing near each other; and if

the approach be too close, and the courage equal, a

battle follows. Redbreasts offer a 1'J'L'q111.-1'.1 example of

this, and 1f an intruder wentures on the accustomed
domain, the song may be low and warbling, or appa-
rently reserved or suppressed, and neither of them will
appear to condescend to notice the efforts of its com-
petitor.  But this restraint cannot endure long; the
music becomes more developed—it rises higher; the
attack is sudden, and the fight so violent, that they
fall to the ground together, and one is killed, or both
may be taken with the hand.” Two, fighting in the
air, fell together into a hat that happened to be lying
on the ground, and were both captured; on one occa-
sion, two of these birds caught fighting in a yard at
Belfast, were kept all night in separate cages; one was

given its liberty early in the morning, and the other
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seeming tamer, was kept with the intention of being
permanently retained; so unhappy, however, did it
appear, that it too was released. The other then came
and attacked it again, when the tamer bird was again
captured, and the wilder one flew away. In the even-
ing when the coast scemed to be clear, the former was
again let go, but the other, from some ambush, again
attacked, and this time killed it. One kept in a green-
house at Merville, in the county of Antrim, killed
every intruder of its own species, amounting to about
two dozen, that entered the ]1r111:'-;'*; and on an exam-
ination of three of the victims, a deep wound was
found in the neck of ecach, evidently made by the bill
of their antagonist. Another pair fighting, were singu-
]cn‘]}' 5('|:;LI':LH'L| ]r}’ a Duck, which went up to them
for the evident purpose of parting them. Another pair
fought till the leg and wing of one were broken.

“In speaking of the Robin,” says Mr. Jesse, “I may
observe that when they sing late in the autumn, it
appears to be from rivalship, and that there are always
two singing at the same time. If one of them is silenced,
the other immediately ccases its song. 1 observe also
that they always sing while they are preparing to fight
with each other. The Redbreast is indeed a very pugna-
cious bird: I lately observed two of them, after giving the
usual challenge, fight with so much animosity, that I
could easily have caught them both, as they reeled
close to my feet on a gravel walk. After some time
one of them had the advantage, and would have killed
his opponent, had they mnot been separated. Indeed
these birds will frequently fight till one has lost his
life. It has been asserted that the female Robin sings,
and I am much inelined to be of this opinion, having
heard two Hobins sing at the same time ina situation
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where I had every reason to believe there was only
a pair."”

Mr. Thompson mentions his having seen and heard
about a dozen Redbreasts perched on the fruit trees
in different parts of his garden, singing at the same
time; and he adds that so many of them sending forth
1h|'ir notes at onee, L.lfi--:]-'ul ]li.’u that the young bireds
ol the yoor take their part in the concert, and that
the fact of every individual in view 1!'-:l!il|;_r its note
together, favours the idea that the female bird is
]m.ﬂn't‘-hrul'tl ol song Several may at times be heard even
in the depth of winter, and while the ground is covered
with snow, singing and answering one another as at a
more genial season, though not egleam of sunshine
may enliven the dreary scene. Their song has several
times been heard in moonlight nights, and one kept in a
cage has been known to sing when candles were brought
into the room, and when there was musie, to rival it
with all its power.

Of a Redbreast kept in confinement Mr. Couch says,
“On placing a mirror near its cage, it immediately
expressed the recognition of its fellow by a particular
low and sweet note, and would give vent to its satis-
faction in a loud song. In fine weather this bird was
generally placed” outside, and daily ecarolled his glad
notes to his own imare reflected from the window.”
One taken in a trap was accompanied by a companion
even into the house into which it was taken. In some
instances they are sociable and friendly with other birds
]u']rl in confincment with them.

MNidification commences very early in  the spring,

and the cggs are usually laid about the beginning of

April; but young birds have often been found in the
nest by the end of March. . In backward secasons they
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are ll'-'n:ﬂl}.' later., Mr. Macgillivray mentions one seen
on the 9th, of May, 1831, and another on the 2nd.
af June, 1837, which he believed to be the first broaod

of that year. A Robin’s nest containing several cgps

e o
was taken near York the first week in February, 184:f,
there being snow on the eround at the time, and the

temperature ranging from 307 to 237 Fahrenheit: another
which had five ecgs, was found at Moreton in the
Marzh, in the sccond week of ‘F"”””T."." 1548 .'1!1.r1!'|||'l‘?
with the like number of eggs, in a garden at Whel-
drake, near York, the 10th. of the same 1|1u||l]1; anil
one, also with egos, near Belfast, on the 20th. nf'_
February, 1846, A nest with two eawrs, on which the
hen bird was sitting, was found near the end of
November, 1831, at Gribton, Dumfriesshire, the seat
of Francis Maxwell, Lisq.

The nest of the Robin, which is built of fine stalks,
moss, dried leaves, and grass, and lined with hair and
wool, with sometimes a few feathers, is generally placed
on a bank under the shelter of a bush, or sometimes
in a bush itself, at a low height from the ground, and
occasionally in a hole in a wall covered with ivy, a
crevice in a rock, among fern and tangled roots—the
entrance perhaps being through some VEry nNarrow
:I.lh'.!'llll'li‘., or an ivy-clad tree. It measures about five
inches and three-quarters across, and two and a half
in internal diameter. It is concealed with great care
and success.

His late Majesty King William the Fourth had a
part of the mizen-mast of the Victory, against which
Lord Nelson was standing when he was mortally
wounded, placed in a building in the grounds of Bushy
Park when he resided there. A large shot had passed
through this part of the mast, and in the hole it had
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left, a pair of Robins built their nest and reared their
voungs. The relic was alterwards removed to the
dining-room of the house, and is now in the armoury
of Windsor Castle. *Victoria ]IZ!U'H]-‘

“A Robin,” says Mr. Jesse, “lutely began its nest
in a myrtle which was placed in the hall of a house
]JU]U:'L:_[iI!l:_‘: to a friend of mine in “.|||i|1x~']1i1'|'. As the
situation was considered rather an objectionable one,
the nest was |'|-|||n'.-'|-||.. The bird then began to build
another on the cornice of the drawing-room, but, as
this was a still more violent intrusion, it was not
allowed toe be completed. The Robin, thus baffled in
two attempts, began a third nest in a new shoe, which
was placed on a shelf in my friend’s drawing-room.
It was permitted to go on with its work until the
nest was completed, but as the new shoe was likely
to be wanted, and as it would not be benefited by
being used as a cradle, the nest was carefully taken
cut, and deposited in an old shoe, which was put in
the situation of the new one. Here what remained to
be done to the nest was completed; the under part of
the shoe was filled up with ocak leaves, the esgs were
deposited in the nest, and in due time hatched, the
windows of the room being always left a little open
for the entrance and egress of the birds. My frignd
informed me that it was pleasing to see the great
confidence the Iobins placed in him. Sometimes, in
the morning, the old birds would settle on the top of
his glass, nor did they seem the least alarmed at his
presence.”

A loft is frequently built- in, and in one instance,

the nest having been obliged to be removed, for an-

alteration in the wall, the hen bird did not forsake it,

though placed elsewhere, even while dislodged mortar

e
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and stones fell dangerously near her. A nest was
placed on a shelf in a pantry, among some four-sided
bottles, so that it was made of a square _shape.  When
the housekecper had to go in for any article, the bird,
instead of flying out of the window, as might have
been expected, alighted on the floor till she had gone,
when it immediately returned to its nest. The eggs
were eventually forsaken, and a new nest, the work
11!'{]]1:’111]:\’ ol the same hil':l_, was made ET] the room over
it, which happened to be a workshop for a muscam.
At first its absence was desired more than its company,
and it was endeavoured to be scared by the sight of
some fierce-looking stufled animals, but it seemed to
be aware that the lion was dead, and eventually fixed
its abode on the head of a shark, enshrouded by the
tail of an alligator. Two ladies at Larne, seeing a Robin
anxious to build, placed a box in the porch of the
house for its accommodation, which it speedily occupied.
Another pair resorted for nidification to the hole left
by a knot in one of the timbers of a ship under
repair, and even the deafening sound of the driving
of the trenails close to it did not affect the quiet
tenacity with which it kept its place. One, taken
from its nest, stayed in the hand of the person who
found it, and on his putting it back again, remained
till the eggs were hatched the following day.

Mr. Jesse relates the following:—“A gentleman had
directed a wagzon to be packed, intending to send it
to Worthing, where he himself was going. VFor some
reason his journey was delayed, and he therefore directed
that the waggon should be placed in a shed in the
yard, packed as it was, till it should be convenient
for him to send it off. While it was in the shed, a
pair of Robins built their nest among some straw in

Vbl 100, o
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it; anid had hatched !1|1"l1' vounes ill.-[ belore it was
sent awav. One of the old hirds, instead of being

frichtensd away by the motion of the waercon, only

left the nest from time to time for the purpose of

flying to the nearest hedge for food for its young;
and thus alternately affording: warmth and nourishment
Lo I!:-'irl1 it arrived at "l.‘l.rur!:.;in:_[, The affection of this
bird having been observed by the waggoner, he took
care 1 unloading not to disturb the Robin’s nest; and
the Robin and its young returned in .'-':tlll'[}' to Walton
Heath, being the plice from whenee they had set
out; the distance travelled nat b i..'l;_f less 1||.Lt: One
hundred miles. Whether it was the male or female
Robin which kept with the waggon I have not been
able to ascertain; but most probably the latter; for
what will not a wother's love and a mother’s tenderness
induce her to do?

“Amongst Robin Redbreasts,” says Bishop Stanley,
“‘many instances of strange selection have come to our
knowledge, quite as singular as those hitherto mentioned.
Thus, we know of one which attempted to build in
the library of a gentleman’s house, at least so it was
suspected, from a few suspicious materials, such as
dried leaves, ete., having been oceasionally found amongst
the :-]U.'I.'-‘E':-‘. without any person Ll-:_'i.!fl‘_: ahle to ascertain
from whence they came. Probably disappointed by
perceiving they were swept away as soon as deposited,
the domestic bird resolved to try another equally
sheltered stination, and, accordingly, selected the dining-
room, which, as the family never entered it till
luncheon-time, she had all to herself from the moment
the housemaid had done her duty in the morning and
retired, leaving, as she was accustomed to do, the

window open. How long the bird had earried on
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her ::]1--=-.|ri..1;~. unnoticed, we know not, but a servant
accidentally moving the drapery of one of the window-
curtains, discovered in the folds of a festoon the Robin's
nest. In: this instance the bird availed atself of a
situation in which, during the azreater portion of the
ti.'l_'i'.. she was 1 solitade and silenee: bat solitude  and
silence do not seem essential to all Robin Redbreasts,
for we lately heard of a pair which took possession
of a pigeon-hole book-shelf in a schiool, which was
constantly frequented by seventy children. The haole
selected was nt the furthest !'.\1|':_'I|:ir_1,' of the roan,
immediately above the heads of a junior elass of little
girls from four to five years of age, who, much to
their credit, never disturbed the bird. There she laid
and hatched five eocgs. One of the young ones died
in a few days, and the body was carried off by the
parent * birds. The remaining four were :'u':__:u].':rl:( fedd
in the presence of the f‘lljml'i-u_. and in due lme
reared. Soon after their departure the old hird repaired
the nest, and laid three more core, which she attended
to with the same perseverance and success. We have
often alluded to the frequent returns of birds to the
same nests, and perhaps the most singular feature in
this anecdote is that abeut 4welve years ago a Robin
built in that identieal pigeon-hole, Why the wvisits
were not renewed every year it is impossible to con-
jecture, but that the pair of the present year were
either the same old '||i!|;i.-a, ar young oncs of the brood
then reared in it, is more than probable, from the
circumstance of this pigeon-hole being again selected,
when others, forming the school library, within the
same framework, would have equally suited the purpose.
Another nest was constrocted, and for two successive

years, in a still more extraordinary situation. which
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we give, not on our own aunthority, but fully believing
it corroborated, as it may in a manner be said to be,
by the proofs of confidence already given. A few
years ago, a pair of Robins took up their abode in
the praish church of Hampton, in Warwickshire, and
afixed their nest to the church Bible, as it lay on
the reading-desk. The viear would net allow the birds
to be disturbed, and therefore supplied himself with
another Bible, from which he read the lessons of the
service. A similar instance occurred at Collinchourne
Kingston Church, in Wiltshire, on the 13th. of April,
18534: the clerk, on looking out for the lessons of the
day, perceived something under the Bible in the
reading-desk, and in a hollow place, ocecasioned by
the Bible’s resting on a raised ledge, found a Robin’s
nest containing two eggs.  The bird not having been
disturbed, laid four more, which were hatched on the
4th. of May. The still more extraordinary part of
the story is, that the cock bird actually brought food
in its bill during Divine service, which is performed
twice every Sunday; and it is further highly ereditable
to the parishioners, particularly the junior portion of
them, that the birds were never molested, and not an
attempt ever suspected to. be made on the mnest and
egos deposited in so hallowed a spot.  We can remember,
indeed, a Robin hopping more than once familiarly,
as if aware how safe from peril it was at such a
moment, upon our own Hib[e, as it 1:1_1;' apen before
us, reading the lessons on Christmas-day.”

Mr. Thompson, of Belfast, mentions one which built
its nest in the curtain of a bed in an occupied house,

but the window being closed against it, it laid an

egg on the window-sill. 'T'his circumstance caused pity
for the bird, the window was re-opened, and the egg
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placed in the nest, where the usual number was duly
deposited and incubated.

Mr. John Cope, of Abbots Bromley, near Stafford,
has obliged me with the following instances:—*‘A pair
of Iledbreasts built their nest on a part of a steam-
engine, {'Hlllirtu:n”}' in motion |'.i-::]|l antl |I.'1:.'_. and close
to the ecolliers at work, at the IHeath colliery, West-
bromwich, belonging to the Earl of Dartmouth, 1 believe
in the year 1846 or 1847. Another 1:«:Li|', and a ]|;1ir af
H]m-“-t'.'.'il ]'-!.'\'[':HI"]II"I'F, each built their nests in one post
of a hovel in my orchard this year; the nests not more
than six inches apart. One of the Redbreasts became
attached to me by some means unknown; it attended
me always when in the garden, and hopped on my
feet when I turned up a worm. It now attends at the
door, and will enter the house and perch near me for
crumbs.”

In such situations it is ordinarily placed, but a variety
of others are at times chosen, some of them whimsical
enough. One pair built their nest in a disused saw-pit,
and although after the female had bezun to sit it was
again worked in, and though the persons employed con-
tinued at their nt'::up;nirn: close to the nest every 11;1}', 2
[!tll']ll_‘: the ]l.'l.'.:'h'ln'_:' of the egps and the 1'1.*:11']:!:._{ of the
young, vet the old birds, apparently without alarm, com-
pleted their task. T'o begin a nest in a saw-pit in which
work is being carried on, and te rear their young without
fear of the men, is quite a common cccurrence. Another
pair reared three successive broods in an uninhabited
cottage, adjoining a blacksmith's forze, the first nest
being built in a child’s cart, hung against the wall, and
this, though constantly inspected by the neighbours who
became aware of the circumstance, the sccond on a shelf
close to an old mouse-trap, and the third on another
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shelf on a bundle of papers. The passing and re-passing
of persons by the nest all through the day is often
seemingly altogether unheeded. In one instance a nest
has been observed placed in a school-room where
there was a continual noise thronghout the day. One
has been known to he built in a watcring-pot, ]JI:HII,'_! up
to the branch of an apple tree by a path in a garden,
and several other instances of the like kind have cceurred.
Another in the window-curtain of a bed-room it “l:_\ don
Hall; and another behind a fizure on the top of a small
monument in Thorpe Church, the old ones entering
through a broken pane of olass in a window, and feeding
their young during Divine service. A pair of Robins
quartered themselves with their nest in a bed-room in
a gentleman’s house; and another in a skull, dug up
with a number of others, near the old wall of Clonmel,
F'II]."[!U:‘L‘ll to have lain buried there since the time when
the town was besieged by Oliver Cromwell, who doubt-
less: “made a breach in the battlement,” as in the
celebrated castle of Blarney, in the adjoining county.
Whether Cavalier or Boundhead had owned the skull,
it would puzzle old Mortality himself, or any other
antiguary to decide—**Pulvis et umbra sumus.”

Mr. Frank Clifford, of Elvedon Rectory, near Thet-
ford, mentions one which began, to build on the top of
a book-case in a study. Deing disturbed from thence,
the next day she laid an egg on the carpet in the
drawing-room, and began another nest in a bed-room, on
the top of the bed. The housemaid turned it out several
times, but as soon as her back was turned, Robinetta
resumed her work, so that at+last the room window
was shut to L‘L'L'p her out. She then laid another ers
in the drawing-rooin, and then attempted to establish

her quarters in a store-room, but here too her room
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seems to have been desived rather than her company,
so that she was banished thencefrom also. Ifor several
days she still continued hovering about her favourite
haunnts, but never again :Lttnm]ﬂml to enter the house.

Another singular cireumstance aceurred to the same
fimily the same year.—"They had a small box nailed
to a gate-post by the road side for the postman to drop
their letters into as he |I|~C*~l"l. and to hold others in-
tended for him to take. The .'|[:|~l'_|ll1'l' in the lid was
only large enough to admit a newspaper, bat through
this a Hobin used to pass, and to convey into the box
j,|_.|_[|"|_;..|,1-- 10 a nest, ‘u'.'lliil'll WS |l|1:I|_'|.' |i|li*-l|1l:'l:] '.I.1:Ill i

number of egegs laid. A flower-pot in a garden 15 &
by no means unfrequent receptacle. In 1851, a nest
was built in a watering-can hung up against the wall
of a house in Union Terrace, York, and six cgms wera
faid n it.

Gentle reader, if indeed you be of gentle blood, and
will read the following touching lines of the poet
Thomson, descriptive of the return of a bereaved
parent bird to her robbed home: if ever you have
plandered a Robin’s nest, or that of any other bird,

let me hope that you will “steal no more:”—

T the ground the vain provision falls!
[er pinions ruflle, aud, low drooping, searce
Can bear the mourner to the poplar shade;
Where, all abandoned to despair, she sings
Her sorvows throush the night; and on the bough
Sole sitting, still at every dying full
Takes up again her lamentable strain
OF winding woe; Ul wide around, the woods
Sieh (o her song, and with her wail resowmd,”

Here 15 no *“poetic license,” but if you think there
is, the following well written “plain prose” of the

amiable My, Jesse will Sj:L[i.-ar}‘ the [Jl;l:i'\ih!t‘. doubt :—*]
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had an opportunity,” he writes in his “Gleanings in
Natural History,"” “this summer of witnessing the distress
of a Robin, when, on returning to her nest with food
for her young, she discovered that they had disappeared.
Her low and plaintive wailings were Incessant. She
appeared to seck for them among the neighbouring
bushes, now and then changing her mournful ery into
one which seemed like n call to her brood to come to
her. She ]-.v[:t the food in her mouth for a short time,
but when she found that her cries were unanswered,
let it fall to the ground.”

So also Virgil, though speaking of a different species,
i his “Fourth Georgic,” for nature was the same

eighteen hundred years ago as she 15 now,—

“Qualis populed morens philomela sub wmbrd
Amissos queritur foetus, quo | 5 0Nrat
Observans nido inplumes detraxit: at illa

Flet noctem, ramoque sedens, miserabile carmen
Integrat, et moostis late loea qumestibus implet.”

Thus well rendered by Dryden—

“So, closp 1n P 'il].l'.' shades, her children gone,

The mother Nightineale lnments alone,
Whose nest some prying churl had fou

nd, and thenee

wred innocenee,

iy stealth convey'd the unfi
But she supplies the night with mournful strains,

And melancholy

Is the plains.”

The eggs, generally five or six in number, are of a
delicate pale reddish white, faintly freckled with rather
darker red, most so at the larger end, where a zone
or belt is sometimes formed. Some are entirely white.
N. Rowe, Isq., of Worcesterr College, Oxford, has
written me word of five eggs found in the elegant
gardens of that, my own, college, whose “classic shades™

I so well remember, and which were quite white and
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spotless.  He also tells me since of a nest and egps
taken near Exeter on New Year's day, 1853. My
friend E. C. Taylor, Esq., of Wirkham Abbey, Yorkshire,
has forwarded me one of the like ecolour, found in a
nest in that beaatiful neighbourhood, my own, as I may
call it, through the tie of property and former residence.

Male; length, five inches and nearly three-quarters;

bill, browmnish black; the red of the breast reaches

over its base: i'|'5~-, black, |'_:|'-__§t-. and ]u.nr:'nu':c; the red
of the breast narrowly surrounds it. IHead, crown,
neck on the back, and nape, yellowish olive brown:
chin, throat, and breast on the upper part, orange
red, bordered with bluish grey; on the lower part the
latter is white, and pale brown on the sides;

back,
vellowish olive brown.

The wings, which expand to
a trifle over nine inches, have the first feather about
half the length of the second, the third, fourth, and
fifth, nearly equal, but the fourth the longest in the
wing, the filth scarcely shorter, the sixth a little longer
than the second; underneath, they are dusky grey;
greater and lesser wing coverts, some of them tipped
with buff; primaries and sccondaries, greyish brown,
their outer edges olive green; greater and lesser under
wing coverts, tinged with yellow. 'Tail, yellowish olive
brown, with a tinge also of green, their outer cdges,
especially at the base, reddish brown, and obliquely
pointed; underneath, it is dusky grey: the feathers are
parrow. Upper tail coverts, yellowish olive brown;
under tail coverts, pale brown; legs, toes, and claws,
yellowish brown. As the plumage becomes old the
olive green of the upper parts become tinged with
grey, the wings and tail are faded, and the red of
the neck and breast is paler or more yellowish.

The female is scarcely so large as the male, and

YOL, I k
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her colours not so t'-t'E;]lf: !"H:.:lh. five inches and a

half; eyelids, black, as in the male; expanse of the
‘i'[lt?_:";r “i‘l:l'.'L i”.'."tll"".

The young bird ditfers totally in colour from the
adult, At first it is .-;]r:Lt'iH:_']_\' covered with loose down
of a greyish brown colour. When fully fledged, the
upper bill is ]j_::':': '|Hl||l|x' brown, the edges }'1”““‘, the
lower hill vellowish on its sides and the chiefl part af
the remainder, and dark brown at the end. The head,

Crowi, ”L‘t'k Lo f] |I.".l' 'Illl E'-.. .|:ll: napa, ::.l'n-l' 1|'||':' !lfl'll'l'i"ll

feathers mottled with dull erange and buft, with pale
elive brown tips; chin, throat, and breast, tinged with
dull reddish or yi llowish brown, the feathers ll.l:l[_:i.]'.l.'ll.
with darker brown. The back has the brown feathers

mottled with buff or pale brown tips. Greater and

lesser wine coverts, partially tipped with dull orange
bufl, or very pale brown; toes, pale yellowish red,
paler underneath.

After the first autumnal moult the young birds resemble
the female, but the red of the breast is more tinged
with orange; the less, dark brown.

Yaricties are not of very great :'.L:'i'._'.', The Rev. R.
P. Alington records in the “Naturalist,” old series, one
which had the wing primaries white. In the same work,
vol. ii, page 53, I mentioned one which had the mandibles
.-'|;:_f':;TJ}' crossed. This year alsa, I'};hl'tl.t:'_‘.'. 1853, while
waiting for a train at the Hutton station, on the York
and Scarborough line, one came into the room in search
of food, the ground being covered with snow, and
]un'ill_f_: (".‘II.I-:_{]JT it for a moment, I saw that the lower
bill was almost entirely gone, yet the bird appeared in
good condition. How it could have managed, or does
manage, 15 a dificulty to me, as it must, I fear, be in

some degree to itselfl
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One has been seen which had the part which is
usually red a light bluish grey, the back and wings
bluish green. White ones are not very unfrequent;
others are greyish white; some yellowish white. One
has been seen which had the whaole of the primary and
sccondary feathers of the wings white, as also those of
the tﬂi|, with the rxL‘L‘[lt'm'u of the lips, which were of
a dull grey colour: it was a young bird of the year.
One all but entirely white—one of the primaries slightly
edged with brown; one pale bufl, with the usual red
breast; one with the bill white, the back white, with
a few streaks of light h:'u'-'rli_. the breast with more
white than usual, the wings nearly all while, with a
few pale olive feathers, the legs very light coloured,
the breast red; one with the whole upper plumage a
very light fawn-colour, the quills and larger feathers
of the wing whitish, the red breast retained, the legs
and toes much lighter coloured than usuwal. Of a brood
of young Robins, two of which were white, and one

I}:Iil'li:l]t}" 50, all monlted into the usual ecolour.
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BLUEBREAST.

BLUE-THROATED WARBLER. BLUE-THROATED REDSTART.

BLUE-THROATED RONBLX.

Splvia suecica, JERYNS,
Molacilla * Bewick.
f’:’;-l nicira ** =1 LEY. |-1II.P'L L.
Ficedula Evytox. Becusreix.
Currnea SELRY,

Syleia. Sylva—A wood. Suecica—Of Sweden

Tms elegant bird, whose bright piu::l-:l.;e.‘ reminds
one of the gay colours indicative of the tropical regions,
occurs throughout Europe; but almoest exclusively in
the summer—very few being ever seen!in the winter. It
15 found as far north as Russia, Norway, Siberia, Lap-
land, Finland, Bothnia, and the northern parts of Sweden,
as also in Greece, France, and Holland,: the southern-

most parts of Spain, Germany, Thuringia, Prussia,

and Italy. It is least frequent on the western side of

the continent. In the north of Africa it 15 found in
the winter.

It is said to frequent low marshy grounds, the bor-
ders of streams, and the outskirts of forests: but if the
season be ungenial and backward, it approaches dwellings
and farmsteads in search of food. Towards the autumn
it advances into the more cultivated districts for the
like purpose, probably with its family, whose additioaal
wants have to be supplied.

f_.:_._
8
b
.
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Of these birds one was shot at Margate in September,
1842, so Edward Cole, Esq. has informed me; one
also was shot by Mr. 'I'. Embledon, on Newecastle Town
s Moor, in May 1826; another in Dorsctshire, and one,
a male, was found dead upon the beach near Yarmouth,
Norfolk, on the 21st. of September, 1541.

The Bluebreast migrates northwards in the spring,
and southwards in the autumn, the former at the end
of March, or 1||_'§_{]H!ﬁllf_f ol J"ll.]."ri.]. the latter in the end
of August, or beginning of September. They perform
their migrations in large flights, ‘compagnions de vn}'ugu.‘

This species has a habit of continually spreading its
tail, which it also moves up and down after the manner
of the Redbreast. It is thought very good for the table,
and is often served up on. the continent. Like the
Hobin, it is of folitary and pugnacious habits, but may
readily e kept in confinement, and becomes very
familiar. It roosts upon the ground, and is fond of
bathing itsclf.

In its flight also, which is performed near the ground,
and is a series of springs, it resembles that species.
It does not run, but advances quickly by hopping,
the wings drooped and the tail elevated, and when
stationary, stands very upright, displaying the beautiful
ceerulean blue of its breast, and the small white cloud
on its centre.

Its food consists of inseects and their larvm, worms,
and berries.

The note is described as very pleasing, and Bechstein
says that it 1s of a double sound. It utters its song
from the top of some bush, the tail outspread at the
time, from whence, if alarmed, it drops into the
concealment of the underwood beneath. It also sings

in the air, rising to a moderate height, where it disports
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itself in the way that the Wood Lark does, and descend-
i.ng to a .rcﬁtit];‘rvlrlacc some little distance off: it is said
to sing during the night. If the nest be approached,
it utters a note of anger or alarm: its song is commenced
with the earliest dawn of day. The ordinary note is
described by Meyer, as resembling the words “tack,
tack,” ‘feed, feed.’

The nest is placed on the ground, among the larger
herbage, on the sides of banks, and among low brush-
wood. It is well concealed, and is composed of dried
grass and a little moss, the blosssoms of the reed,
leaves, small stalks, and roots, and is lined with finer
moss, hair, and the beautiful down of the cotton-grass.
There are two broods, and the first is sometimes on
the wing so early as the end of May. The male
assists the female in the work of incubation. _

The eggs are four or five, or six in number, and
of a greenish blue colour. “The shell is very delicate
and fragile.

Male; length, five inches and a half to six inches;
bill, dark brown at the tip, the remainder yellowish,
lightest at the base; the {eathers about its base are
vellowish white; iris, dark brown, over it is a pale
whitish streak: bristles sarround the base of the bill.
Head, crown, neck on the back, and nape, brown;
chin, throat, and breast on its upper part, bright blue,
with a silky white spot on its centre; below the blue
is a black streak, then a line of white, succeeded by
a broad band of bright chesnut, below which it is
dull white, and on the sides light reddish brown or
buff; back, brown.

The wings have the first feather very short, the
second equal to the sixth, the third, fourth, and fifth
nearly equal, but the fourth the longest in the wing;

rovey
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ereater and  lesser "-'-iu_-_: coverts, hrnwu, the milr'_L;hH
]mh'l': ]'I't'illliliii"'-i secondaries, and tertiaries, brown, the
outer edges of the two latter lighter brown. ‘The tail,
which 1s rounded at the end, extends one inech beyond
the tips of the closed wings; the two middle feathers
brown, all the others bright chesnut on their basal
half, and the outer half nearly black; under tail coverts,
light reddish brown, inclining to grey; legs, pale brown;
toes and claws, dusky brown.

Female: iris, dark brown, over it is a yellowish
white line; ehin and throat, on the upper part, white,
bounded by a crescent-shaped pateh of dull blue mixed
with some black, the horns of the erescent directed
upwards; this is followed by pale reddish brown, and
lower down by dull white, which also prevails on the
sides. Tail, not so brizht as in the male.

Some old females almost equal the male in the bril-
lianey of their colours.

The young are at first brown, mottled with a paler
shade. Head, crown, neck on the back, and nape,
dusky, with oval spots of reddish brown along the shafts
of the feathers; chin, the same. The throat in the
male has a large pale brown InLT(‘.il_. indicative of the
fuature white one: breast, dusky, with oval spots of
reddish brown along the shafts. Under tail coverts,
whitish.

* The young male resembles the adult female, the blue
colour advancing by degrees.

Individuals vary \-'v'r}' t.‘uuﬁi:'lf_-rn]rl_}r in colour, the
tints being more or less bright, no doubt according to

age.
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LEDSTART.

RED TAIlL. FIRE-TALIL. NRAN-TAILL. FIERY HRAN-TAlL.

Sylvin Phoenicurus LatHim. PeExsaxT.

Phanicure ruticilla, SELDY. Swaixson.
Ruticilla Phoenicurus, MacGILLIVEAY.
Motacilla iy MoxTtaau.
Sylvia. Splea—A wood. Phanicwrus., Phoniz—Purple—red.

Tuis is an exceedingly pretty bird, and one which
it is always interesting to watch. As it flirts out a
little way from its accustomed cover, and as suddénly
returns to it, you cannot help looking for its re-appear-
ance with interest, even thouch in the constant habit of
thus making its transient acquaintance.

It is a “‘-’l']_‘ﬁ' and _'_fr;irf-flll :-C]:H.'L'Ilr."':-. ani, though not
common, yet 1s not uncommon, in the districts throughout
which it occurs. It frequents the most retired and the
most sequestered scenes, and is to be seen in close pro-
]ﬂ::qu'i[}‘ to the inhabited house in the country, as well
as in the wild and retired dingle, among the ivy-clad
rocks of the overhanging inland cliff, and by the margin
of the wood and the thicket, on the hawthorn hedge,
and in the orchard, the trim garden and the tangled
bank of the winding lane.

So also, it iz not shy, nor yet familiar, for though,

on the one hand, it never enters into a house, so, on
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the other, it is not found among the open and barren
parts of the country, nor in places that are entirely
destitute of wood, and fearlessly builds its nest in the
creviees of the wall of an 1nhabited house.

The Redstart is distributed over the greater part of
Faurope, from Ilolland, France, Spain, and [taly, to Ger-
many, Russia, Siberia, Denmark, Sweden, and - Nm wiLy.
[t is known also in Asia Minor, Persia, and Japan.

1
]

|.'E this country it 1is cast :-l'l'-:tl.-'u[ on the westoern

sidde of the island, but occurs in Cormmwall and
Wales, as well as in Yorkshire and Suaffolk, Itent,
, and AMiddlesex, Norfolk, Northumberland,

Berkshire, Derbyshire, and Westmorland, and even in

:.";'.II rey

Sutherlandshire and other parts of Seotland; it breeds
commonly about the wooded glens and gavdens near
Dunrobin Castle 1n that county, as also 1n ].;.lllij]l_:_:ll'.ﬁ'hhil'i_'
and Edinburghshire. :

In Ireland it is very rare: one was shot many years
aco near Belfast in December, 1828, and another in
the same neighbourhood; one, about the year 1830,
near IKingstown; and one at Tanderagee, in the county
of Armarh; at least there secems no doubt that the
birds were all of this specics: one was shot in the
QQueen’s County in February, 1847,

In Orkney it is but an occasional visitor: a specimen
was. shot at Grainbank, near Kirkwall, on the 24th. of
May, 1847, and one in Sanday, by Mr. H. Moncriefl,
in the winter of 1844, In the outer Hebrides it has
not been moticed.

It is of a somewhat timid nature, but when the hen
bird is :~"LU-|H.'__:'_. the male is more than Hl'l.l:iill.ll'”} visible
in (‘.u:'.hpr;HHLL-& situations near the 1nesk: after the 1]!'“L'l.1i]l:__[
scason both birds retire rather further from observation.
“'.i'lw}r are the most restless and ‘.-'H“L?]t’i.ullti of birds

Tiek, II. L4 i
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during this season of hatching and rearing their youug;:
for when the female is sitting, her mate attentively
watches over her safety, giving immediate notiee of the
approach of any seemingly hostile thing, by a constant
1'{-;1--1[!i:m of one or two quernlous notes, monitory to
her, or menacing to an intruder: but when the young
are hatched, the very appearance of any suspicious
creature sets the parent into an ngony of agitation,
and perching upon some dead branch or post, they
persevere in one unceasing clamour till the object of
their fear is removed: o “.:'_’[H'% near their haunts,
with some reason, excites their terror _‘.fl'r'.:l"',"-'= which is
1*.\'5:1':'-:~L‘d with unremitting voeiferation. All this [J.l.lrt:I:ll
.'Lnxft-'.:l.', however, is no longer in -:'l|1--1.:[i'u| than daring
the h!‘f]rl-':u:a state of their l-f!'ﬂzll [11-__’: which |!Jt'i11'__: enabled
Lo ]n:'l'r'l.'[n:]l': t]u-il' oW ]'-L|I|i||'n::-:'.‘..-', _,|u!|1'-. coase to
|-1|_' I]u' fr‘t.j.-{-ra of ;-~_|1.Ef";f1:L::' .::'.L] CaArc: l].u_'}' n-‘.;_r{* Lo
some distant hedge, become shy and timid things,
feeding in unobtrusive silence.”

It is of migratory habits,”and wvisits us for a summer
residence, arriving here the beginning or middle of
April; in Scotland not till the latter end of that month,
or the beginning of May. It'has once been known on
the 25th. of March. It retires again in August or
September. On its first arrival it betakes itself to
gardens or the neighbourhood of old walls. :

The Redstart, though a bird of rather wary and
retired  habats, leHi['!ht:lI:tling which, llm'.'u_-x'u_'-]', it
frequently comes to build in towns and villages, is
easily tamed, and becomes much attached to the person
that feeds it, alighting on the hand in some instances,
and eating out of 1t: one pair have been known to build
in confinement. It has a habit of t'u_-flm.-ml}' shaking its

tail, with an 1.111-.".I:1[—13|._|'ﬂ-'n ml;ﬂ.iun_. the feathers L‘«t:iug
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laterally expanded at the same time; it also frequently
dips the body up and down, particularly if :L]'Iliﬂ‘(!h[']l-‘-i\'ﬁ
of the approach of any danger, often uttering a quick
shrill note the while, and if disturbed |'.411.H, as it were,
and glides along the opposite edge of the nearest cover
to some neighbouring  resting-place, to screen itself
from observation.

[t advances on the ground by a series of leaps.

[ts food ‘consists of fruits and berries, currants, rasp-
]H'H'Il"ﬁ_. elderberrics, and others; ants and their 1":__:?'_:.-",
worms and '-'Jlil.i":"i. { Li.l.'l"rli;.lll":.. l'll'L'l[r'.-:, and other
mnsects., These latter it both secks on the _-_-\ruuud anl
also on the wing, ]rlll'm'lh'_: them in the air alter the
manner of the Ilycatchers, flitting between times from
branch to branch. The young are fed with caterpillars,
and, doubtless, any other “unconsidered trifles” suitable
to their wants. The young on ]1'.l'n'iH_:_; the nest zencrally
betake themseclves to any neighbouring bushes, hedges,
or trees, where for some days they are nourished by
the parent birds, until able to forage for themselves.
When :]II;}.' are -:1--|r-."-:1, these situations scem to be
1rl'1.-'1"4_11:-1]. to their previous lodging-places.

The Redstart i-f even in its wild state, somewhat of
a Mocking-bird; if brought up from: the nest it may be
ti”".':!”- to sing any tune that is whistled and sung to
it; and individuals have been known to imitate very
closely the notes of the Sparrow and the Chaflinch, the
Garden Warbler and the Lesser Whitethroat, Its song
i5 soft, melodious, and sweet, 11|.r_|1_1;:;h not of extensive
stave; an@l it has been heard after ten o’clock at night,
and ]i-}' three :Lj_:Jlitl. in the Illf.’ll'llillg._ Its 1}t't![ﬂill':ﬁ'. note,
which is constantly heard throughout the day, especially
in a tone of ;m.‘;irﬂ}' if ;m}'_d;m;;‘ur be :l]!l!I'L‘]LL'IlL].L'EL

according to one writer, rescmbles the word *chippoo;’



148 REDSTART.

Macgillivray, always accurate, likens it to the syllables
‘oi-chit.” It is said to sing most in the morning and
C\'f:tlil]._::, and this is l'li'l.rh.l]ll:\’ the ease, as with other
birds. It sometimes utters its song while on the wing,
and even while H}'ih;{ from one station to another.

The nest, which is more or less well concealed, and
is rather loosely constructed, is built of moss, dry grass,
and leaves, and lined with hair and feathers. It 1s
frequently placed in a hole in an old wall, ' under the
eaves of a house, in a hollow or hole in a tree, or
even between the branches of one, as also against a
wall, if extraneous support is afforded. One has been
]-i:l]U“'ll L h;n‘r: Ill;t‘H EJ].[[‘!'L{ m a \ﬁ'.ilt'l']Tl:_';-pnr. tJi]LL'[':i
in f[uu('r—|m:-, and one in a hole in the _urnum!, cyen
where such a choice was not made from necessity. It
is t‘rpqm-m[:\' placed close to or in the wall of a house,
and that where persons are i.‘n'r|1-'1.1|111_'-.' ll:LSwitlg, even
within reach of the hand. Another has been known
also placed on the ground under an inverted flower-
pot; the hen bird successfully reared her brood, the
flower-pot, which was at first unwittingly removed,
having been replaced by the Rev. J. C. Atkinson, who
relates the circumstance in the “Zoologist,” page 355.
Ui.-»]n'lp SE:L:.!L‘}' memtions one he had known “i}Ll_.'L]I: on
the narrow space between the gudgeons or nmrrow
upright iron on which a garden door was hung; the
bottom of the necst, of course, resting on the iron
hinge, which must have shaken it every time the door
was opencd. Nevertheless, there she sat, in spite of
all the inconvenience and *publicity, L-};Ijun![l as she
was to all who were constantly passing to and fro.”
Another has been known in like manner to sit through

the din of three looms at work from five o’clock in

the morning until ten at night, within twelve feet of
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the nest. The same situation, if the birds have been
||||LE:;:~!||!']I{_-11, 15 lll'l'lil.lr'lli]_}' resorted to from yoar Lo year,
(ne pair have been known to revisit the same garden
for sixteen seasons in succession: n [‘:ti'l' resorted for four

HCCessIve }'L-:L|'~ to the ventilator of a stable. The 111.'!!1-:1!1.‘
is scdulously devoted to her eggs or young, and will
sometimes suffer herself I:l‘!-l' touched before ll}'iug off
from the nest, if, however, they be molested she will
forsake it: both birds indeed are most L’L'-'hilhml.l.ﬂ in
their attentions to. their brood, one or other of them
being to be seen in constant motion, conveying food to
them, or retiring in search of it. In one instance, the
male bird ]|;L\i:._;: been killed while the hen was hiilill;_}',
another pariner _i--:.lllll the widow and became foster-
father to the I'l']rli-.llll:'il tl.lllljl:_ﬁ'.

The eges, which are of a uniform hight oreenish blue
colour, are generally from foux to six or seven in number,
bt -u'|_'.-.~.';:-1|.|il_'.' =0 many s cight lhave been found,
They much resemble those of the Dunnock, Lut are
of a paler colour and a more slender and delicate
[orm, as well as considerably smaller.

Male; weight, about three drachms and three-quarters;
length, five inchies and a half to five and three-quarters;
bill, black, as is the space about #t; its corners are
yellow; iris, dark brown; over the eye is a line of white.
Upper part of the forchead, white; head on the sides,
black ; erown, neck on the back, and nape, deep bluish
grey, tinged with light brown; chin and throat, black;
breast, rusty yellowish red on the upper part, below
nearly white; back above, bluish grey, on the lower
part rusty red. The wings have the first primary
feather about a third of the lu.'tl;_;'lh of the :.11.'LZHE;'.L
which is rather shorter than the sixth, the fourth the

lonzest, the third and fifth :-v;u't':-!:.' shorier; greater
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wing coverts, brown, edged with paler; primaries and
secondaries, greyish black; underneath they are grey;
greater and lesser under wing coverts, beautiful rust
red.  The tail, rather long, is rusty red, exceplt the
two middle feathers, which are brown *on the inner
webs; in some specimens they are wholly brown. The
name Redstart, I may here- observe, is derived from
the words red and steort, the Saxon for a tail. Under
tail coverts, reddish orange: legs, toes, and claws,
blackish brown, with a tinge of red.

Female; length, about five inches and a quarter;
head and crown, with a shade of grey brown; chin,
dull white; throat, reddish white; breast, inclining to
pale rufous, on the lower part ]‘ﬂll}iah white; back,
yellowish brown, with a shade of grey, on the lower
part rusty red, but much duller than in the male.
Greater and lesser w ing cpverts, primaries, and second-
aries, greyish brown, margined with reddish; tail, rusty
red, but much duller than in the male, as are the upper
tail coverts; under tail coverts, paler. Very old females
are said to approximate to the colour of the male.

In the young male of the year the white forehead
is '-1.'.'mli11g; neck in i'rqu, ".'dril.‘:.{illL‘il with wl:ilu; the
throat has the blagk intermixed with white fL‘uihur:-:, as
is .the case with the orange on the breast; Lu'q:u:«'t,
mottled with yellowish and dusky brown; back, pale
reddish brown, tinged with pale grey on each feather.
Greater and lesser wing coverts, Lroadly edged with
pale brown; tail and tail coverts, rufous. At the end
of the summer, the L'L!:::L's of the feathers ].I(:E]]':{ wWorn,
the back becomes more grey, the black and the -red
1L'.;5 l:l]'c"i;‘l.l_. and the '-'-'ilt:.._::.% and tail II;hl;'r.

A ‘.'ulif_'l}' of a white colour was shot h_\‘ Martin ﬂul‘l.lcr,
Esq., of Bevere House, Worcester, in June, 1849,
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BLACKSTAR'T.
BLACK REDSTART. BLACK RED-TAIL. TITHYS REDSTART.
Sylvia Tithys, JENTNE,
Sylvia Gilvaltaricisis, Loarian,
Planicuro -.l'l-'.f-'rrl'.' ¥ Govnn, SELRY.
Fiovdula T.l.l’-'r-;; ¥ Fyrox,
Meotacilla ativalo, b
e Sylvia. Sylva—A wood. Tithya—.. GtiiP
Ts le.:r.'luw‘ 15 rather common in the southern parts
of Europe, Germany, Thuringia, F'rance, Greece, Spain,
Switzerland, and Italy, but very rare in the more E
northern parts, in Sweden, namely, and also in Holland,

the character of the latter country ht'ill'r; of course
unsuited to its Alpine habits—the very Antipodes of
them. The Prince of Musignano obtained one at sea
in the spring of 1828, four hundred miles to the
west of Africa, during a gale from the eastward: it
Wis cuught, m;_;[_-ﬂmr with some other small lrir{l.-:, in
the rigging of the ship. 'The Blackstart has been met
with also in Asid.

T'his very neat and eclegant bird, first made known
-us a British one by Mr. Gould, is but of rare occurrence
also, generally speaking, in this country. |
obliged and indebted *to John Gatcombe, Fsq., of
Wyndham Place, Plymouth, for a highly-finished draw-
ng of the male and female, the latter the first mature

am  much
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one as yet depicted, and from which the plate is taken.
In Yorkshire, two or three are stated by Mr. Allis, on
the authority of Mr. II. Denny, to have been caught
by some bird-catchers at Osmondtharpe.

The earliest recorded one, before alluded to, was
captured at Kilburn, near London, in the month of
October, 1829, and another has since been observed in
the Regent’s Park. One was obtained at Dristol in
1830; one at Worthing in 1849; two at Hollington in
1849; one, a male, at Piddinghoe, near Lewes, on the
B1st. of March, and another on the Tth. of 'l;]n;l, 1550
one near Lewes, on the 20th. of November, 1849:
one by Mr. J. B. Ellman, on the 20th. of March, 1851;
and one at DBrighton, Sussex; in 1830, near which
place six others were subsequently procured by Mr.
George Swaysland, one at Hove on the 16th. of October,
lﬁ;;f'__ another on the 3rd. of the I'l.u]l.:.u'i“:_[ December,
the rc—tll:l.iluii'!'_. three males and a t'-.m.ll;-, afterwards,
one of the former in Mareh, 1843, one alse on the
26th. of November, 1851: one at Ralton, near East-
bourneé, in the same county, in April, 1852; one near

Oxford in March, 1852; one near Swanpool, in Cornwall,

in May, 1847: and one in Norfolk, about the first week
in November, 1849, One was shot near Bristol 1n

December, 1535, while flying about in company with
some Stonechats among furze bushes; others have
woccurred, as hereafter noticed, in an inland county.

A male was shot on the rocks under [‘[:.':n-.:utij citadel
by John Gatcombe, Esq., as he informs me, in March,
1549, and a female in November, 1850. Four have
been procured, and five or six others seen, near Pen-
zance, in Cornwall; one, believed to be a female, captured
by some boys at Larigan, between that place and Newlyn;

one shot uear Marazion, in January, 1842, by M.

-J
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Vingoe, of 'enzance: another near Larizan in December,
1542; and a fourth by Alfred Greenwood, Esq., near
Marazion, on the 8th. of February, 15843; one at Perran
at the {':I:Hl ol .1'-|.n'r.']|, or ll:*r_:iu]l-lul'_f ul- ,'hl‘nl'il,, |Hi:}: :l]Hl
one or two, al ]|.|.}'1[: on the 28th. of November in the
same vear; one near Falmouth in 1849, William Felkin,
E':ﬂl., Junior, of Carrington, near an:l]:'._;_;hdh!, hins written
me word of one killed near London; another was shot
near ."L]'--:'I'nt--!;c-, ”-llll]lhllil'{': and :l:iutlit‘!', on the 2nd.
of December, 1542, necar Bonchurch, in the Isle of
Wight. Two at T'eignmouth, Devonshire, where another
had been pre viously procured, one on the drd. and the
other on the 10th. of January, 1844, by Robert C. R.
Jordan, Esq., and his brother, who subsequently saw
several others, and procurcd a male on the 30th. of
that month, and a female on the 2lst. of ].‘1:111'“;1['}';
about twenty more were procured near Devonport, in
the same county, between the  months of J\:nnruﬂ]::r,
1843, and February, 1844, as recorded in the “Zoolo-
oist,” pages 495-6, by W. 8. Hore, Esq.; one, a female,
in Torbay in November, 184Y9, and another, a male,
in 1847; so also R. A. Julian, Esq., Junior, relates in
“The Naturalist,” volume 1., page 44, that upwards of
twenty were procured in the year 1850, sixteen of them
by one person, in the neighbourhood of Plymouth and
Devonport, in Devonshire, and Mount Edgecombe, in

Cornwall. One was obtained at I!ul.nhl'iil:.;q:, in the lsle

of Wight, by A. G. More, Esq., on the 9th. of December,

1852,

In Ireland, one was shot near Wexford, in February,
1836G: one on a clilf near Yull{_{im“, in the county
of Cork, in January, 1843; one at Castlefreke, near
Rosscarberry, in the west of the county of Cork, in
the first weck in November, 1545; another, a female,

Tila UL x
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was taken on board a steam-vessel on the Sth. of
November, 1841, when midway between DBelfast and
Glasgow. One was taken in Scotland by Provest Sinelair
in 1851, in his garden at Cullen, recorded by Mr.
Edward, of Banff, in “The Naturalist,” wol. i., page 144,

This bird addicts itself to mountaing, hilly, l'ﬂt']i}'.
and stony places, but it also in the breeding-season
frequents villages and towns, where it shews its natural
predilection for elevated situations, by resorting to the
]]i.‘_.:i.:(_"‘_-!‘ |:-IJE||EiJ e fowers, st |']1!|'.-, l.']'.lill'i'!.!'*—'. and L‘.L:xlf]l':\'+

- 1
111 ﬂ:i' same way that we sce *l:l'l'lh and  even l]lL'

youngest lambs, exhibiting a similar instinet by choosing
the summit of the most humble ridee on which to recline,
as- would their kindred, the wild goats, for whom “the
hizh hills are a refuge,” delight to peer at you from the

anging crag or dangcerous pre-

gicddy peak of some overl

ine-place, whereon they find a

cipice, to them a secure rest
safe footing, and from whence they look down with scorn
on the p‘.'.-.in below. These are the -situations in which
the Blackstart too 11.-.]3-.7]1[%, and here, even above the
Yast !'L':__[:ffil of 1'n‘:..'|'1.1'u.~'.'.. it passes the summer time

1 a . +
the broken fracments of the

1
among T|!'.f_‘ !H.'li'.!"u' IroCcKS
3 ¥ 1 1 4 " rr g
]!][ltl'l!'l.IiI.]Il1:~ former ]H..In_. \\1L1{.‘1'. ].'.i".'l-'l:.‘ 1T ATcs Iflil:-!. 1}{'['!1

reft from their ]llu.n_'L' EJ_‘-' some fearful force from within

- | 1 e " -
or without, or have wielded to the universal law of

decay, to which even the “sturdy rock, for all his
sl'.rpn;_rrh." must in time inevitably submit.

They are gay, lively, and active birds, and of a shy
nature, but nevertheless appear to be casily caught in
traps.

These birds usually arrive in this country the first
week in November, and in one instance have been
obscrved so soon as the 28th. of October; they depart
ng:ﬁn at the end of March, or beginning of ."'LEH"L]. In

.
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mild seasons they have been known to remain through-
out the year in Switzerland, finding a milder temperatare
in the warm and sheltered gorges—the humble pro-
tected by the lofty and the great, the lowly valley by
the regal mountain so clevated above it, towering, as
it does, towards the sky with its glittering crown of
perpetual snow,

The flicht of the Blackstart is !u,ht and quick, and
it rises and falls in its sportive evolutions with much
clegance and ease. In walking, they are very ereet,
and they oscillate the tail in the same manner as the
other spccies, and. have also a dipping motion of the
body, especially if alarmed.

Their food consists of berries and small fruits, worms,
larve, and insects; the latter they too pursue on the
wing, in the same way that the Flyeatchers do.

The ordinary note is likened by \Ecycl: to the words
‘id-fid,” “tack-tack.” Its song, which is clear, but not
extensive, is begun with the earliest dawn, and is hardly
put an end to by the return of darkness or the close
of day; it is, however, somewhat intermitted while a
young family has to be provided for—a cause sufficient
to silence other jocund voices besides those of the birds—

but otherwise is continued throughout the year: the

common note just described is then constantly repeated.

Two broods are frequently reared in the year, the
first being hatched by the beginning of May, and the
second soon following it, being abroad in June. ‘The
same situation is frequently returned to year after year.
The nest, which is rather large, is placed among the
clefts of stones or rocks, and also in the heles of walls
and ruins, the spires, towers, and higher parts of
churches, and the roofs of houses. It is formed of
grasses, moss, wool, and the dry stalks and fibres of
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plants, and is lined more or less with hair or feathers.
The young are hatched after thirteen days’ incubation.
The eggs are from five to seyen in number, and
of a very pure glossy white in colour, and the shell
peculiarly fragile and transparent. I have been favoured
by R. W. Hawkins, Ezq., of Rugely, Staffordshire, with
the nest and ege of this bird, taken at Longdon.

This species is also of a slender form. Male; length,
six inches and a quarter; bill, black, compressed towards
the tip; iris, blackish brown; over it is a narrow black
mark. TForchead, banded with black, the feathers mar-
j_:im-ﬂ with ]il.,rht grey; head on 1'||.5- r-iu[-:*-:, 1"'].1(']i+ the
feathers margined with light grey. Crown, neck on the
back and sides, and nape, _'__'h}'l-:l ]:-:.:r}c_ with a t:||tl~_;’|
of slate-coloured blue; chin, throat, and breast on the
upper part and sides, slate black, the feathers margined
with ]i;.:]u greys lower down the breast is |:i-_:]:t grey,
and 111[i:1|:|.'.n;-1:-' j_;l'n-_'-'iﬂ’h white; back on the upper part,
greyvish black; on the lower part brownish red.

The wings have the first feather scarcely an inch lomg,
the second shorter than the third, which is the longest,
but :-r'm'h*]}' exceedine the fourth and fifth, which are
Cqu;d. the sixth not rl'lliti;' 50 qu;_; as the llli]'sl, the
seventh of the same ]1_11;[51 as the sccond: greater and
lesser wing coverts, greyish black, edged with lighter

grey; primaries, secondaries, and tertiaries, dusky greyish

black, the twe latter edged with greyish white, of which
colour 1s a large portion of the outer web of the second-
named, formine a white patch when the wings are
E'IUEL"‘.I_:hT’ ]?I'h!'l'.l'l'i(.'!" LIIH‘[I’.‘I’“L‘[[”[ arc tﬂ"."l.l'!{'ll I‘_':'].'!'_'}': I'._:I:'I."HT_L"'I'
:!1111 lesser under wing coverts, dull greyish white. Tail,
light chesnut red, except the two middle feathers, which
are dark reddish 'lu‘m'-']l, ini‘IillEu; to 11!.‘1::]:_. {::igr:l with
's, that

7]

brownish orange. Alr. Thompson, of Belfast,

3,
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on two of the Trish specimens the tail was tipped with
black, which colour prevailed particularly on the outer
web of the [feathers—underneath it is chesnut brown;
upper tail cove rts, brownish red; under  tail coverts,
idull Eu..ln' reddish,  Legs, toes, and claws, black.

The moult takes place in August.
The female has the whoele of the upper parts dark
yellowish brown.  Length, five inches and three-guarters;

chin, }'*'1!--'-‘-'5-11 Lrown, with blackish spots; throat,

darker brown; breast, light yellowish grey; back, on
the lower part, reddish brown. Primaries and second-
:u'iu-r‘, darker than the rest ofs the ]r':'i.lllil.:_:l'. the latter
broadly margined with yellowish white; tertiaries, also
"].'—'u"il with bufl white. '|':LiE, brownish t'l':], but duller
than in the male; under tail coverts, dull pale reddish
brown.

The young resemble the female until the t'nHH‘l.'.'iII:_;'
spring. The male bird is of a darker grey than the
female, and the lower part of the back of a H;.;hh.‘l‘
red. The colour would appear to darken with age.

“In ]:]l]lu't__- = CHRYE Myr. Gatcombe, in “The Naturalist,”
volume 1., page 227, ““these birds vary considerably: I
1::11’41' fI]J[:liIIIL] E]u Im W i.11i ;lE.li'JC ]b:l't'.h[-:_. }'|'1 ‘.\'ithllut H
ghade of white on the tertials; then again with the
white on the wings very strong, and not a sien of
black on the breast: this appears to me very strange,
as the black almost invariably appears before the white.
The youngz males of the year arc easily distinguished
from the females, by being of a more uniform slate
arey, without the brown tinge that is observable in the
female. It appears that the males are several years in
arviving at their full plumage; in \'1"1':.' old birds the

back is almost as dark as the breast.”
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STONECHATTER. STONECLINIL.

STONE SMITH. MOOR TITLING. RLACK CAT.

Sylvig rubicola, IPExxAXT.
Motacilla Techecautschia,

Motacille rubicola,

GuEnix.

Moxtagr., DBewick.

Baricola rubicela, FrLEMixa. SELRY,
(Enaathe nostra feriia, Ray. WiLLvcnpy.
Syleie, Sylra—A wood. | Rubicole, Rubyps—A bramble.

Colo—To mhalbit.

THis r:[u*r'u_--' is c-x!:*:Lm"L'.‘f*I}' distributed, llvfu_t.: found
throughout Europe in Holland, Germany, Switzerland,
Franee, and Italy, as also, it 1is said, in some parts of
Russin. In Asia it has been noticed in different parts
of Hindostan, and in Asia Minor, as also, according to
M. Temminck, in Japan. In Africa Le Vaillant and
Dr. Smith obtained specimens at the Cape of Good Hope.

In E:r;!und, though nowhere abundant, it is not
uncommon in suitable localities in all parts of the
island, Yorkshire, Dorsetshire, Devonshire, Cornwall,
Suflolk, Norfolk, Northumberland, and eother counties;
in Ireland also, Scotland so far north as Sutherlandshire,
and in the Hebrides. In the Orkneys it makes its
appearance but rarely; one was shot near Kirkwall in

1847.

=t
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It frequents uncultivated places, the sides of cliffs
by the sea, open moors and heaths, warrens and chases,
commons and downs, at least these parts of such where
low brushwood, the wild broom, and the gorse, with
its golden blossoms, so deservedly the admiration of
Linnieus when in this country he for the first time
saw it, the bramble, the juniper, and the sloe, afford it
alike a shelter and a home, Such lonely spots it en-
livens with its goy and handsome appearance, its varied
and conspicuous plumage presenting an attractive object,
to which, if otherwise unobservant of it, its singular
note will probably draw your attention.

It is of a restless and noisy habit, and seldom remains
long in one spot, perching on the topmost part of a
bush or stone, or hanging on some reed that bends
with its weight, and flying down from thence to pick
up Eumt'thiug from the gruuuﬁ; on the Intl.{:r_, however,
it but seldom stops for any lengthened space.

The Stonechat is a hardy bird, and remains with us
terl_:"rhuuL the year; but would secem to make a p;u'!_iul
home migration in the autumn, leaving the wilder for
more sheltered and warmer situations; the young birds
at all events seem to quit their place, if the parents
remain behind.  About the end of March they return
again to their haunts.

They are found singly or in pairs, thouzh several
individuals may le [requently seen near together in the
same immediate neighbourhood. In very severe winters
they come into gardens, and approach quite close to
cottages and houses.  They, too, like others of their
class, have a frequent movement of the body and the
tail. They are very anxious for their voung, if danger
approaches, and keep flying about in evident alarm as
long as it appears to threaten. They often scem to
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vanish suddenly from sight, dropping, as it were, from
where they stood, and then after flying close to the
asround for some way, rise up again to some other
resting -place. They are not shy in their habits, though
rather wary. They may be kept if taken from the nest,
but only with great care.

[* The flight of this species is, for the most part, a
siceession of short flits or starts. They roost upon the
ground, and are sometimes taken by bird-catchers in
their nets.

Their food is made up of insects, larve, and worms;
the former they frequently take on the wing, making
short sallies from their stand on the top of a bush.

The ordinary note of this bird, which is somewhat
of a melancholy cast, 15 a fehat” “chat ehat,” resem-
hﬁllg the sound lml'mhlcr'd II}' striking  two stones
together; hence the name of the bird, unless it be
derived from its supposed habit of frequenting stony
places, which however is mnot the case, farther than
that barren districts, which are its favourite resort, are
for the most part stony, not having come under the
hand of the cultivator—these are the two roots of the
name, and ‘utrum horum mavis accipe.’ DBuffon likens
the note to the word “onistrata:” and Gmelin to that
which he has assigned in consequence as its specific
name,

The sonz of the Stonechat is of little power, but soft,
low, and sweet. It is uttered either from the top of
some bush, or when hovering for a short space at a low

elevation above it. It is seldom heard before the be-

ginning of April, or after the middle of June, but
sometimes so early as the middle of February. The
author of the “Dritish Song Birds” registers a notion
that the name of “Wheatear® was intended for the present

]

&
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species, as indicative of “the noise it makes while hop-
ping about the stones!” Yarrell says it imitates the
notes of other birds. The parents are very clamorous
when they are engaged with their young, shewing great
anxiety to draw any strangers from the nest, and uttering
inccssmlt]y their short :ilul.pp{ug note.

"These birds pair in March, and commence building
towards the end of that month.

The nest, which is large and loosely put together, and
composedl of moss, dry grass, and fibrous roots, or heath,
lined with hair and feathers, and sometimes with wool,
is placed among the grass or other herbage, at the
bottom of a furze, or other bush, or in the bush itself,
s ﬂlﬁﬂ ill ]l{.!ill.].l.f_'l', H.Il.d CYVI, H{:{.:J'IH;I]I]H”}" ill. s0Imao
neighbouring hedge, adjoining the open ground which
the bird frequents. It is exceedingly difficult to find,
on account of its situation in the middle of a cluster
of whin bushes—such not admitting of the most easy
access, the female also sitting very close, and, when
off the nest, being very watchful of all your movements,
I'Il:lllllil'lg [11iiﬂ|i!}" .EIIU[ll l,}'l.li."].l to ]]LIS]I’ .'J;lll.l di_:iﬂl‘.lpﬂ:l.ti“g
suddenly by retrcat into the cover.

The eggs, generally five or six in number, rarely
seven, are of a pale greyish or greenish blue colour, the
larger end minutely speckled with dull reddish brown.
Thc}" are laid the middle or latter end of J'\.pril,, SOINE-
times in the earlier part of that Imml.h; and have been
known so late as the 12th. of July—perhaps a second
brood.

The young are usually hatched by about the middle
of May, and are abroad by the énd of that month, or
the beginning of June. They have been*secen coming
out from under a bush to be fed by the old ones, and

then immediately retiring to their concealment.
VoL, Tl ¥
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Male; weight, five drachms; length, five inches and

a quarter, to five and a half; bill, black; iris, dark
brown; Dbristles are furnished at the baze of the bill:
head, crown, neck on the back, and nape, nearly black,
the feathers hrn.u]l_’n' L'LT_’_:L'iI with rufous brown after the
autumnal moult: neck on the sides, white, tinged with
|tht red—the white less pure after the summer. Chin
and throat, black, the feathers edged with rulous brown
after the moult; breast, rich orange chesnut brown,
f.'uling into }'!‘Hm'-'i-h white lower down: it is Emh'r
after the summer. DBack, black, the feathers -:1[:;{'11 with
yellowish brown, most so after the antumnal moult.

The wings, which expand to the width of nine inches,
have the first quill feather less than half as long as
the second, which 1s much shorter than the third, but
nearly equal to the .-n'x';lllr.h: the third, fourth, fifth, and
sixth nearly equal, but the fourth rather the longest;
underncath they are leaden grey, edged with dull white.
Greater and lesser wing coverts, blackish brown, mar-
gined with rufous brown after the autumnal moult; those
that cover the tertiaries white, but partly hidden by the
others; primaries, sccondaries, and tertiaries, brownish
black, edged with pale reddish brown, most so after
the moult. Tail, short and even, and nearly black,
tipped with rufous brown after the autumnal moult,
the outer feathers margined with brownish white: upper
tail coverts, white, tipped with reddish, and having a
dusky spot; under tail coverts, nearly white. Legs,
tocs, and claws, black.

Female; length, five inches and a quarter; bill, black;
iris, dark brown. Head on the sides, dusky brown;
crown, neck*on the back, and nape, brown, streaked
with dusky and brownish red, the margins of each feather
being of the latter colour, the white space on the sides

S
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of the neck less than in the male: the neck in front
is vellowish brown. Chin and throat, blackish brown,
mixed with light greyish brown; breast, yellowish brown,
with a tinge of dull red; Dback, brown, bordered with
bufl. T'le wings extend to nearly nine inches in width;
primaries, sccondaries, and tertiaries, brown, edged with
bufl, darker, and the white on the latter much smaller
than in the male. Twl, brown, edeed with bufl, darker
than in the male; upper tail coverts, yellowish red, with
a dusky streak. ILegs, to s, and claws, black.

The young at first are mottled with I.'.f]'-'_'."ll;h '.'.'h'Hu,
subsequeptly the bill is dusky above, light brown
beneath; iris, dark brown. IHead on the sides, dusky,
mottled with brown: on the erown, neck on the back, and
nape, blackish brown, the centre of each feather marked
in a triangular shape with light greyish or brow iish
yvellow; chin and throat, greyish; breast, light yellowish
brown, waved or mottled with a diflerent shade, paler
1}|.:'.i| i:; l;]||_' l.t.:]--,‘ ll.lnl.']{... :_-hl':-j.]-xll ill'u".‘.'h, tlu: ﬁ_‘:l.llll.l_'l'.‘i
spotted with dusky white at thé end of each. Greater
and lesser’ wing coverts, tipped partially with light red,
and a few e:l' the inner ones are more or less white;
primaries, sccondaries, and tertinries, brownish black, the
two first of the former edered with brownish white, the
others with brownish red. '!':'.i], browmsh |.:!.'u'!-;, the
feathers edged with brownish red, the outer one with
brownish white; upper tail coverts, reddish brown. Legs
and toes, greyish brown.

The young males alter the first moult resemble the
adult female, and after the sccond I]H.:}' ;.;I:u]ﬂ:l”j.' COotne
to ther proper il]Htllii:_','l', The moult is L‘ujnplull.'l.l in

November.
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WHINCHAT.

GRASSCHAT. FURZECIIAT.

Syleie rubolira, * Pruxaxr.
Molacilla ribefro, Moxtacr., Hewick.
Sitrivola rubetra, Fresmixa. Seuny.
Ruletra major, Brissox.
l‘..ir':._-.l'.l.‘rfu' Seon J-"r-’, E: LY.
-}'_r,'u?:'fqr—-q_-n':'-"\-.‘I. l.'.'rn-:]. .!-' i f i -'.':'Il:.'-'-'.-.—_1|. |-|.ll.'l‘ '|1.|!||'ZI':'

brambles or bushes grow.

Tuere is something in the appearance of this bird,
which, accustomed as one may have been to its constant
recurrence sumier fl]lri-'l"'."-l't'l'l'l.l'tl("l.', still attracts the eye,
as if the object were one which presented some novelty
of form, or attractive peculiarity hitherto not observed,
which could not but be l'n‘.".fill":ll:'ﬂ with new attention.

It is found in Europe—in Deninark, Norway, Sweden,
and the temperate parts of Russia, and throughout the
whole of the southern parts of the continent—France,
Germany, Greece, .":;\'-"Erzfr]:md_. Spain; and Italy, to the
shores of the Mediterranean. It occurs also in Asia
Minor.

In Ym‘f»‘.ﬁ]liru, this is one of the most common of the sum-
mer visitants, as also in various other counties—Suffolk,
Norfolk, Dorset, Devon, Northumberland, Wilts., Hants.,
Somerset, Middlesex, Surrey, Sussex, Kent, and Glou-
cestershire; in Cornwall, it is more rare as you advance
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westwards, but one has been killed at Seilly, as recorded
h."' Edward Hearle Rodd, ]':‘*1[--. in the ”‘zl.'*ﬂj“i-fi-'\h“
page o276 1t also nr‘:-n:'-.iu. "Wales. In Scotland it
travels even to Suatherlandshire, Rosshire, Morayshire,
and Aberdeenshire: and in Ireland is more or less
plentiful throughout the island.

It occasionally visits Orkney in the summer, and has
been observed once or' twice in Sanday, bat is not
known to breed there.

It has been met with I!I_'l." Robert “1':&}?, 1".:::[_, of
Southeroft, Govan, Glaszow, near Dunbar, in the end
of December; alse by Mr. H. Barlow, of (";nuiurlllgpl
in the mild winter of 1833, and one was found dead
by the Rev. Robert Holdsworth, of Brixham, at the
entrance of the River Dart, in Devonshire, during a
very severe frost, on January the 20th., 1829: one has
also been seen in Norfolk in the winter. In the neigh-
bourhood of Southampton, Mr. William 1. Balshaw
writes i “The Naturalist,” old series, volume ii., page
234, that some remain throughout the year, and that
White of Selborne, in his Natural I[i.:\-[lit':p‘ af that 1}1;[(;(\__
Letter xxv., to the Hon. Daines Barrington, makes a
similar assertion; Bewick does so also.

The Whinchat is found in a wvariety of situations,
not m]l}' on ““the wildest waste sae black and bare® and
those which are uncultivated, where the thorny shrub
which has been appropriated to it name blooms and
blossoms, but also among pasture fields, on whose hedges
it may be seen perched and swaying itsell about,
mindful of the approach of danger at any point, or
turning its head aside to catch a glimpse of any i'r:l.\.:ﬁi]lg
insect.

T'he Whinchat arrives in different parts of the country
from about the middle to the end of April, and in



166 WIHINCHAT.

backward seasons not until the beginning of Mav. Tt
L]l']l:{:'l*:: ;:'_:-:i.': at different ]u::---i.-- mr Oetober, or the

ll'i'_:-ri.llr;i.lil‘_': of November, -LL'EI.'Jl!jl.,f to the state of the

S5CNs501.
It is gencrally casy of .|:|i'_-|.:'.'];, [1.|!‘.'[|".1!.|t]".' when it
: ] ; i g

has o mest, shewing much anxiety for its voung, and

endeavouring to draw away any intruder, by flitting

close before him; returning to its place by one or two
more lencthened flichts, when the desired |-l.|_i|.;-1 has

been zained. It almost iny erches on the top-

most or outcrmost spray Ol

dee or bush: it may
be kept in confinement, and i3 esteemed as an article
of food for the table

It sometimes shuffles its wings conte MpPorang .”5_5...- with

”U..’ moftion of ti tarl, which i ]'.I' in common witi

the allied '-i.ll'-.'il". If disturbed and followed, it 111'n51-—

which it skims, until 1t alichts

near the ground, along
u;:;;'m on some other bush.

The 11j;].L of these birds 1s |i-:]:-.l and nimble, and
the tail is.sometimes fanned. In hovering over a bush
the wings are rapidly fluttered.

'l']w}' live on flics, beetles, and other insects, \]'.1_'_{*-1
caterpillars, worms, and small molluseca; also some say
ont berries. The first-named are sometimes seized in
the air, the bird watching for them f{rom its station on
some bush or twiz, to which it returns after each
successiul :-':I.]:_".‘.

Its song is agreeable, sweet, and melodious, though
desultory, and is uttered {from the top of some hedze
or '|!_|1|.:~'].L_, or 'I.';]li:lq_' }:l_-\'--'.'jl!lf_: n 1:..l.‘ il over ]I_‘. One
llt'l}ll_-_:ht up from the nest ]_r:.‘ Mr. Swi ct, used to -.-irt_:‘:
the whole day through, and very often at night, imitating
the notes of the Whitethro it Red: tart, Willow \Rr;ll'lrIu]',

Missel Thrush, and Nightingale. The ordinary note
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is a ‘chack,” or ‘chat;’ also when alarmed, a ‘tick,
ik, ‘J'L‘st‘m]rlin;; the sound ;n'mlurwl 1I}' :-Tl'i:iitlf.:' two
pebbles together, and, says Macgilliveay, a ‘peep, tick,
tick, tick, tick;’ each syllable repeated from one to six
times, but rarely so often, and accompanied by a slight
upraising of the wings, and a shake of the tail.

The nest is plm:r[l in the lower part of a TOIsa hus]l,

a few inches above the ground, where the thorns and

stalks are :1}"111_:: off, so that the materials of the iest
assimilate in appearance to the situation in which it is
]‘I]FI.L“L'[], and it is thus the rather sereened from observation.
More i-l'f"|_'|.|l."||[!_'|r' it is '[:'!:li‘i d in the frrass at the foot
of it, and has been known in a hedge adjoining a road.
Where there are no gorse bushes, it is placed in the
rough grass in a pasture ficld, or in a meadow, It is
loosely built of stalks of grass and moss, and is lined
with finer portions of the former; a layer of wool has
been known between the two, and occasionally some
hair or leaves: it measures six inches across, and two
and a half internally. It is very carcfully concealed,
and extremely difficult to find; the bird approaching
it stealthily by a labyrinthine track.

The egzs are of a glossy bluish green colour, with
some minute specks, and sometimes, though very rarely,
of dull reddish brown: thu_',r‘ are five or six in number,
usually the latter, very rarely seven.

The young are hatcheil towards the end of May,
and two broods are produced in the season, the first
being abroad from the middle of June to the beginning
of July, and the second in August.

Edwin Cottingham, FEsq. has favoured me with a
drawing of the nest and eggs.

‘Male; weight, about four drachms and a half; length,
five inches to five and a quarter; bill, polished black;
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a brown streak runs from its base to the, eye, and over
this a broad white one on each side. ne arly meeting
at the back: iris, dark brown; under it 15 a dark brown
Iml!:]t; bristles besct the base of the bill. Head on the
sides, dark brown or brownish black; on the ecrown,
neck on the back, and nape, mottled brown, the centre
of each feather ]Jl'il!'l_‘.‘_‘ l.].-.l!rx. and the H!-_'_:L'* [H]I': l']lill.
white, which colour runs back from it on the side of
L]11_" Il:.‘t."m Lo 1|i.-\- :~]|ul:l-!1'l'; [hl':l.s: and bri ast, faw !|-t'ul:1|1]'.

ending in [n:ln: buff, duller on the sides: back, mottled

: : e sy . :
brown, the centre of each feather dark, the remamnder

11'.'11L'1': on the

lower part it is vellowish reddish brown,
streaked with blackish brown.

The wings reach to within half an inch of the end
{}l' thr_' !:.H, l‘{'ll.'l.]:l.!i.ll;_' to the width of nine [1IL']||_'-' ;|t|.-1

a quarter; the first :llliél fearhier is very short—less

than an inch in length, the second equal to the fifth,
the third the ]ls:.-_;L--I, the fourth ne .l]'|_'-.' as lu::l_f: greater
u‘inf.: coverts, l.]d.“:\} black, those next the ]:u-.l:.' pure
white, as arc some of the lesser wing coverts; primaries,
lt.ll']-i ].Ill'tn'rlli-'[: ill.lf:\_, ."\.:'!.:f..:llll.. the ouler ones ';'I'-||i|‘.! akt
the base: sccondaries, dark brown. white at the b;nt;
tertiaries, dark brown, cdged with Li:ht brown. Tail,
short, white at the base, except the two middle feathers,
the remainder dark brownish black, edged and tipped
with IIiLJI..‘ brown; the end half of the tail is ;:'L'}'Es]t
black underneath: under tail "coverts, white tinged with
light ferruginous. Legs, toes, and claws, polished
black, the latter ll.F[lg, slender, and very »h;u'Ia.

As the season advances, the plumage shews darker,
the pale edges of the feathers wearing off; the wings
become of a more uniform but 1i5[;tt.‘1‘ 1Jt'uu'|1, the neck
in front and breast 1I:L]|.-r. and the white more pure:

towards autumn these alterations are still more streng.




iy,

WIHINCIHAT, 1649

The female resembles the male, but her colours are
less 11!'];1ll and distinet, and the white Pillt‘]li."i less
extensive. |'.<-|:5;||5~ about five inches, or rather over;
the streak over the cye 1s vellowish white. The breast
has more }'4-”-'-'-'-' and less red in its tint; the back has
the spots broader, and of a much lighter brown. The
‘t‘.'[]l'.{::- 1-:~Lpulut to the width of nine inches and a trifle
over,

The young, in their nestling plumage, are mottled
with grey and white; but when fully fledged in the
antumn, resemble the fomale; until then the bill is
greyish brown; the white streak is wanting, and the
well-defined black band through the eye. 1lead, erown,
neck on the back, and nape, dull yellowish brown,
streaked with dark -brown, the tips of many of the
feathers paler. The throat has the feathers margined
‘Wltlh llll"-, ]-:'- ast on 1l.;f' h:n‘.'.'i'l' ||L{l'!, _".'1'|.||a1.'p'i:~1; ]!I.'u'l.'l.'ll.,
passing into brownish white; back, dull. Lesser wing
coverts, whitish; primaries, secondaries, and tertiarics,
brownish blagk, broadly edged with brownish red. The
tail, excepting the two middle feathers, is partially
white only at the base, the rest brownish black, the
feathers broadly edged with brownish red. Legs and

- 1
tocs, grey '.'-]I Urowil.

. 1.
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FALLOW-CITAT. WHITE-TAIL.

STONE-CHACKER. CHACK-BIRD. CIL{ '_l"‘Hf"I']'I{I:.

Sylvia wuanthe, PexxaxTt. LaTimaw.
Walaeilla aunanthe, Lixxxvs. Moxtacr. GMELIN.
Wittraney. Ray.
Saxicola ananthe, Fremixa. Senny. BECHSTELN.
Sylein. Sylra—A woodl. (Enanthe—Some Hl"-".'-ll'.'-i of bird,

imagined fo be the Wheatear.

Most plentiful in the more temperate parts of Europe,
the Wheatear is found more or less throughout the
Continent, from the shores of the Mediterranean to those
of the Frozen Sea. In Holland they are very abundant;
they are also found in Dalmatia and Greece, Denmark,
Sweden, and the Ferroe Islands, Norway, Lapland, and
[celand. In Asia they have been observed, in Asia
Minor. In Arctic America one, but only one, was seen
b}' C:th:liu James “I‘-I.AF,'H.-N., in Felix Hclt']mur, on the
2nd. of May, 1850, but it was killed by cold or hunger
the same ‘.I]E'::]it.

The Wheatear is found in ereater or less p]n;:nl!}' rom
the Land’s End to Cape Wrath. In Yorkshire I continue
to nolice a few of these sbirds near the “Langton Wold"”
cricket-ground, a spot which, for the beauty of its
panoramic view, can hardly be equalled, certainly not
exceeded, by any other cricket-ground in England; in
the exquisite purity of the air to be there enjoyed it

L]
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also stands pre-eminent, as well as in the excellence of
the ground itself for the noble pastime. Others are to
be seen along the low cliffs between Bridlington Quay
and the solitary house of Auburn, the ouly relic of the
village of that name; not, I suppose, Goldsmith’s “love”
liest village of the plain,” for the encroaching ocean
has long since washed away the very foundations of it,
and the relics, it is said, are still to be scen below the
water when the latter is sufficiently clear. In one sense
indeed his description suits it as a “Deserted Village,”
for the signs of life are banished {rom it for ever, and
if its consecrated church-yard still receives the dead, it
is those who ]]l.‘t'ih]l. 1}}‘ shipwreck on the retired coast,
but who will one day come forth when “the sca shall give
up the dead that are in it.”

This species is also common in the neighbourhood of
Halifax in open situations, and in Gloucestershire, on
Durdham « Downs, near DBristol; in Lincolnshire; in
Cambridgeshire, near Newmarket; in ]Jl:rh}'bhirc, near
Melbourne; and in Oxfordshire; near Drighton and
Rottingdean, Sussex; Durwood Common, in Surrey;
Middlesex: in Devonshire and Cornwall it is less
frequent, both as a resident and on its migration. But
the most abundant haunts of the species, at least in
the later portion of the year, are the pastoral districts,
*he open downs of the south of England, particularly
those of Sussex and Dorset, as also the dry sand-banks
to be found on some parts of the coast; such, and other
barren and stony wastes, are their habitual resort, and
they are seldom seen in :m}'. more cultivated places,
except such are immediately adjacent to the former.
Mr. Thompson has noticed them in a dock-yard at Del-
fast, close to the town, perching on the piles of timber.

They are spread in like.manner through Wales and
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Scotland, where, among other localities, the DPentland
Hills, Arthur’s Seat, and Salisbury Craigs, near Fdin-
burgh, are fuvourite resorts. In Sutherlandshire they
are very abundant in the mountainous districts.

In Ireland the Wheatear is also a recular summae
visitant.

In the Orkneys it ‘oceurs, as likewise v ry plentifully
i:] tiu' outer “l']-.‘i-:-: g and :'!.c' .“*!.-'".;'.'.ll |:-[.'|:I'.]x_

|IIl];“- :'\- il '|||JI'||'|;'|. "E'li.l"il'-. :'.i.l.] ..i'-li"l-'l'."' ]||'|i' a|1-H||l[
the middle or towards the latter end’ of March, but
earlier or later with the season. They scem to cross
the Channel during the night, few arriving alter nine
o'clock in the morning, and none after twelve. They
scem faticued with their journey, and ocecasionally perch
on the fishine-boats at sea. I'hey do not .-]‘-"-'-l_‘-':- travel

1 1
VIID (1VE

- 8, S =" z NI IR T : ‘
associated  flocks. I'hey depart again in the end of

Aunenst, or beminnming of September, and mayv be seen

in la by thi ' befo guitting
the Innd: some continue until the first week 1n October.

Mr. Sweet saw a pair hopping and flying ]'ii?-'-:_"- about
on the 17th. of November, in ' le Park. White,
of Selborne, relates that Wheatears have been observed
in winter in many parts of the south of England.

In Orkney they arrive generally in April; a pair were

y early ‘as the 23rd. of

March; and Mr. Macgillivray saw one near Edinburgh

on the 28th. of February: Montagu had also scen them
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in l"t'lu‘ll.:u'],', In backward seasons they are later in
their arrival, Thus, in Treland, in 1837, they did not
appear till the 15th. of April; and in 1840, not until
the 29th. of that month. In Secotland, Sir William
Jardine says that they arrive the first week in March.

T'hey are secen for the most part singly or in pairs,
are somewhat shy, and, always on the alert, on being
alarmed, (lit away suddenly over the nearcst eminence,
if there be one, and so ||].|.|‘1: it between them '.111.11 the
approaching intruder. Their eareful watchfulness is
shewn 'I:j,' a I]'rnlm-nL Eul'ui:sl,-; of the head to the J'i.ghL
and left: but, “Tutti le volpi si trovano in pellicera,”
“‘No fox so cunning but he comes to the furciers at
last,”” and countless numbers of these birds dre taken
every vear on the southern Downs for the table, being
much esteemed as a delicacy, and sold as such in the
scason at the various inns. D’ennant says that nearly
two thousand dozen have been taken in one season in
the neighbourhood of Eastbourne, in Sussex, alone. Lhe
snaring time 1s {rom the last week in July to about the
third week in September, and the shepherd *“L'rappers™
manage ecach from five to seven hundred traps: one
shepherd has been kuown to take cighty-four dozen in
one day. In King Charléds the Second’s time, it is
stated by Sir Thomas Drown, in his “Account of the
Birds found in Norfolk,” that Wheatears were taken
with a Hobby and a net. “When alarmed, these birds
will sometimes prefer trying to hide themselves in some
shelter .to taking flizht. If removed from their native
haunt, and set at liberty, they find their way back to
1t

Wheatears very seldom alight on a tree, though Mr,
'_-".I::r;;il[ii.'rn}' has onee seen one do so, and J‘.u'r]_x‘ also

upon a low bush or hedge, but for the most part perch
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on the summit of some small hillock, stone, wall, bank,
;'lr other cminence. '.I']ll'].' f.[:v.' near to the suri‘.tc[:.
smoothly and rapidly, by a séries of short starts, and
hop along the ground also with great celerity, inclining
the body on stopping, and then standing very upright.
Mr. Thompson, of Belfast, mentions having seen them
about the Giant’s Causeway, descending from a con-
siderable height to their nests, with motionless wings
raised above the body in a singular manner.

They feed on beetles, flies, and other insects, cater-
pillars, grasshoppers, small snails, slugs, and, worms, the
former being sometimes taken on the wing, springing
after them from an eminence, or even from the level
plain, as”well as following them on the ground; the
bird frequently returning, after the manner of other fly-
(':H':_']litl:_: ‘_~'1'In| {'it".‘i, o it“ ]ﬁ]'l.“lu's-.lll"C I'l""‘.\i on some I'.Ii..ﬁ[_"Ll
clod, or gFrass-grown ant-hill—its watch-tower both
agninst alarm and for prey.

Mr. Sweet, in his “Dritish Warblers,” says, that in
confinement the Wheatear 1s continually in song, and
_x;in:_;s !J}‘ night as well as 1!}' 15:13'. and that their winter
song is the best and mwost varied. Their warble 1s soft
and pleasant, and is frequently uttered on the wing, while
the bird hovers over the nest with flickering wings and
l_"'.\'l‘:l.nl]'l._'l! Llil_. as :lll."-'.ll \'-']ll:'ll: 1"['['[']]“(]. on some 1'u'ln-il.“.,
mound, or other projection. It is often continued unin-
tu_lrru]r[u_‘d]}‘ ]1I}[' n El':l!,"."[[].{.']'.'.I:J].L‘ time. The Qli“lli\l'}' note
1 a ::]1:11'11 chat.

The nest, which is commenced the middle of ?'I-I;L}',
is sometimes well hid in the innermost recess of some
crevice among rocks, in an old wall, stone-quarry,
gravel-pit, sand-pit, or chalk-pit, and frequently in a
deserted rabbit-burrow, or the hollow under some large
clod, tuft, or stone. Mr. Hewitson has known one in
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the bank of a river, in a hole deserted by a Sand
Martin. It is rudely comstructed of fine dry stalks of
grass or moss, feathers or wool, rabbits’ fur, hair, or
any other “odds and ends” that may chance to be
I:rm:‘.ur:lhle.

The eggs, usually from four to six in number, some-
times, though very rarely, secven, are of an clegant
rather elongated form, and of a uniform delicate pale
blue colour, deepest at the larger end. - A. J, Drake,
Esq. has some wvarieties quite white.

The young” are abroad from the middle of May to
June, so that a sccond brood is frequently reared before
the end of July.

Male; weight, about six drachms and a half; length,
six inches and three-quarters; bill, deep black, moder-
ately strong, the upper one slightly notched, much
compressed towards the tip, and somewhat widened at
the base; the inside of the mouth and the tongue are also
black; iris, brown—the eyelids, black; a black streak
runs to and over and widely under it {from the buse of
the bill, expanding behind it, and over it is a band of
white from the forehead, which is also white; a few
bristles surround the base of the bill. Iead, crown,
neck on the back, and nape, bluish grey, each feather
slightly tipped with pale brown; the sides of the neck
become rufous after the autumnal moult, and the other
parts tinged with brown; chin and throat, dull white,
tinged with pale rufous after the autumnal moult;
breast, pale yellowish or reddish brown, approaching to
‘cream-colour; on its lower part dull white, slightly tinged
with yellowish, which becomes rufous after the autumnal
moult; back above, grey, with a tinge of pale reddish
brown; below, white for a small part.

The wings, rather long, extending to the width of
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one foot and hall an inch, have the first quill feather

5 : . .
.'|imu[ I]|;|'|:'| -aquarlers ol an J.'Iu'l'. ||H|'.{. Lhie S( L'|l|||] a little
|

which are the ]ul!;;x'wf.

ri;n]'h_':' ﬂ|:1]1 the :Ll -!!|I:. foul
anid of nearly equal leneth, but the third rather the

]-'r||<_-;l'1' of the two, the :1;'rf-.- the same |4':!_:;E.
second: creater and lesser wing coverts, almost
but broadly edged with rufous brown after the mounlt;
]H'Ej||_'1:'i.~., xu'.-:nIu; -8 :|:]|I terliaries, I."I-."'-'-I'.i‘-i‘! 1?].“']...
all more or less margined and tipped with brownish
white; they are broadly edged w ith rufous brown after
the s mounlt; rrealer o ul  lesser under \:p'il::__j coverts,
blackish brown, 1||I L .-.,,ltl with white. The tail
has the side feathers white on their inuner part for
two-thirds of their length, the remmmnmder black, and
all are white on their lower part; the twe central

- 1 4 i
ve less wl it is tipped narrowly with buft
15« § 1 P b ] 3ahilss # .
1 Il niouit; .!.I side feathers SIEFILELY Luarn
outwards: thevy are all broad and rounded at the « r,c].;

. . . . 3 a
upper [in.:! covert ".'-]'.I[l'. Vory cConspicuous 1in nigne;
. 1 5. .7
'Il'I|I1.- I [:'l'll coveris, also wnile, "'-'-!lll.'.l yerscs Lo ],?"-Lll'.:

rufous after the antumnal moult Legs, long, thin,

and black: toes and claws, black, the latter rather ln‘.ul‘lg,

1 iy | T | | -y 1 | o s N
moderately Curvod, and voery =::..I;I, Uniil worn oDy .il'_f{'.
v p 1 1 1 z 1 h
I'he female nean resembles the maie, but her colours

. : . i
are !:_-_H pure; ]. 111 "., gs1x mches and a ]L..Il: hl]!, n:ll':'lr

black: iris. brown: the streak over th + 12 brownisl
ack: 1ris., brown; th reak over the eye 15 brownish

3 Bt : ; - :

white, and less distinet, tinzed with red in the autumn,
. 1 1 . 1 - 3 . -d I'\ g

and there iz a broader band of brown under it. Fore-

head, brown, tinged with red in the autumn; head,

1,351 £
reddish brown,

crown, ncck on the back, and nag [
intermixed with grey: chin, throat, and breast above,
light reddish brown, the remainder “pale greyish brown,
and cream-colour in the autumn; back above, light

reddish brown, intermixed with grey; below, dull white.
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The wings extend to the width of cleven inches and
a quarter; primaries, secondaries, and tertiaries, blackish
brown, edged with dull reddish brown; greater and
lesser under wing coverts, blackish brown, broadly edged
with brownish white. rl';til, dark Dblackish bron‘n, the
mner part of the feathers white at the base in a
graduated manner, excepting the two middle ones, of
which the shaft ﬂnl}' is white at the h:ls::, and a s.:luq,ll
portion of the downy part of these feathers; upper tail
coverts, dull white. Legs, toes, and claws, brownish
black.

'II]][.' }'mlur_{, “'IJ{"'II |3|1:":|.'|.|.:.-'l H*,.'dgl,‘[],. 1|.:.'I'|"l: t!l{‘.‘ Etl'ﬂ'illi
over the eye rufous, and the line through it is imperfect;
thﬂ' !Ii!.l']'i I.l.'l't'l.ﬁ_l a1l l]ll.'! H;{I!!‘ l]r '.].H_!' |:|I:".'l[l iE "n'n'i'l'llt.iI'l.Hq
Head, crown, and neck on the back, light greyish
hl'm'.'n, the eentral part of each feather on the head p;llcr:
back, in the male, on the lower part, white, but most
of the feathers tipped with brown in the females.
[_il'{";'l.l-ﬂ'l' 'u'l'i“g Eﬂ\'tﬁl'ﬁ‘i, [].L"l'.'l] hl"_'ﬁ‘n'll, l}rn,‘u“}' 'I'I'I.i'll'gillE{],
and tipped with brownish red; lesser wing coverts,
dusky, with greyish yellow margins. ‘Tail, deep brown,
the feathers white at the base, and broadly margined
and tipped with brownish red.

After the first autumnal moult the young birds assume
the adult plumage, but the colours are more tinged with
brown.

These birds vary  considerably in size, and also,
according to age, in colour; the grey of the back and
the white of the breast being more pure, and the black
and brown being deeper in old birds; the wearing of
the cd:._;cs of the feathers in the summer also llruducus
a change.

Both young and old birds moult before leaving the
country.

vl 111 2a
-
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J. H. Gurney, E=q., of Faston, near Norwich, records

in the “Zoologist,” page 2023, a curious variety of this

bird killed at Thetford, in July, 1850. It was a female.

1

The wings were white, excepting a few feathers on the
shoulder, and two or threc adjoining the primaries on
the centre of cach wing, which were of a pale  buff.
The rest of the ]-Il.ml:‘._r_i:} was the same as usual, but
all lighter in colour.

Another singular variety of this bird was shot at
Spetchley, near Worcester, in 15406, by R. Berkeley,
EH[., of that ]I[.'It‘t'. “The black streak over the eyes,
cheeks, and ears, was gone, but there 1s a shight trace
of the white line; the flight feathers and wing coverts
are white, edged with a band of buff; the upper tail
coverts and part of the tail is white, as in 1J:'[liu:ir:,'

birds of this species, but all the rest of the plumage in

this specimen is a kind of baff.”
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GRASSHOPPER WARBLER.

CRICKET BIRD.

Sylvia locustella, Pexxant. Moxricu. Brwick.
Currnea locustella, FrLemiNG.

Salicaria locustolla, SELBY,

Locustella avicula, Gouvrp. Ray.

Sylvia. Sylva—A wood.  Locustella—A dimitutive of Locusta,
a Locust,

Ox the European continent this species is found in
the southern and central parts—Italy, Irance, Germany,
IHolland, and Switzerland, as also in Sweden and
Denmark, and the south of Russia and Siberia. In
Holland it is said to be rare.

In Yorkshire the Grasshopper Warbler is abundant
in the neighbourhood of Huddersfield, as Peter Inchbald,
Esq., of Storthes Hall, informs me; as also in several
other parts, and has been met with near Askern, and at
Searborough, in the garden of Dr. Murray, and in
Raincliff Wood near that town, as communicated to the
“Naturalist,” old series, by Mr. Patrick Hawkridge, in
volume ii., page 335. One was shot near Barnsley, by
Dr. Farrar; at Hebden Bridge it is met with rarely; it
is frequent about Sheflield, but rather rare near Leeds.
Near Halifax a few pairs breed every summer, and others
in several localities near Doncaster, as at Wadsworth,
Hutmoor, and Rossington; a few also near Bridlington ;
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and at Battercrambe Wood, and at Langwith. It is

not uncommon in the county of Rutland, in the neigh-
bourhood of Uppinghaift, so R. W. Hawkins. Esq., of

Rugeley ; and also J. R. Little, Esq., of St. John's College,
Cambridge, have written me word; and the latter gentle-
man adds that it has been found very frequently of late
years in Cambridgeshire. In Sussex it has been noticed
near Fastbourne: in Surrey, mnear 'looting; and in
Middlesex, a few miles from 1 ondon ; also in IIZlI]]EI.‘-]Ii.]':',
Dorsetshire, near Kingshi idge, in Devonshire: Gloucester-
shire, Cornwall, Suffolk, Norfolk, Cumberland, Northum-
berland, and Durham: in Wiltshire on :\I.||1]|::l;||]}
Common, Derbyshire, Oxfordshire, and also in Wales.

l:I:I ."-'r;-‘.f.sru] -I-N' has hed n s¢cen at .1||J|i3"~l.[il||.r'_:.:.||. near
Edinburgh; in Ayrshire, and in Gallow ay, at New
Abbey.

In Irveland also it is a rerular summer visitant to
suitable localities from south to north. The n ighbour-
hood of Belfast, in the counties of Down and Antrim,
Carrickfergus, Killaloe, in the county Clare, Wexford,
Clonmel, and Youghal, are mentioned by the late
William Thompson, Esq. among others.

]i:.‘sl.‘lr[iu; to the close shelter of i.'.'-:_-__:r'-. underwood,
sedgy places, and thickets, this bird is for the most
part out of sight, and is chi fly visible in the morning,

It is another of our

migratory species, arriving in this
country about the middle of April, and leaving us again
in September. One has been picked up in August, cast
up on the shore by the waves. It does not arrive in
Scotland and the northern parts of the kingdom, until
the beginning of May.

“In its habits,” sayvs Mr. Yarrell, it is shy, vigilant,
and restless, secrcting itself in a hedge, and creeping

aleng it for many yards in succession, more like a
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mouse than a bird; seldom to be seen far from a thicket,
a patch of furze, or covert of some sort, and returning
to it again on the least alarm. During the breeding-
season, when bushes and shrubs are clothed with leaves,
it is difficult to obtain a sight of this bird; yet, when
near its haunt, its note rings on the ear constantly,
and, like that of other aquatic Warblers, may be heard
about sunset particularly, and sometimes cven during
the night.” The bird is occasionally to be seen for a
moment or two on the lower branches of some tree or
shrub in its haunt, but is soon hid again from view., It
has been observed to run out [rom its hi:ling_:-]ﬂ;u'u
alonr and to the extremity of some open branch, deliver
its song, and then return to its retreat. The female,
confined with "her brood, conceals herself even more
assiduously than the male.

On the ground it runs very fast in a graceful manner,
often jerking the tail and tossing up the head; and also
15 said to hop; it climbs about reeds with great dexterity
and nimbleness,

Its food is composed of flies, gnats, beetles, and other
insects, ‘L:E'.'l-'hl'lfﬁl]_‘.l]!lLl':x, small snails, and slugs,

[ts stridulous note, from whence its name, strikingly
resembles the chirruping sound of the large green
grasshopper, or rather locust, to be heard so loud and
shrill in the southern counties in the fine summer
evenings. It is often continued, particularly in the
earlier portion of the year, for two or three minutes
without ecessation, and may be heard at a considerable
distance. Farther on in the season it is most heard at
night, but is not continued in general later than July or
August. The note is faint at its first commencement, but
it ‘vires acquirit eundo,’ and gradually become® louder

and louder, till it is audible at a considerable distance.
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[t is suspended on the slightest alarm, and the bird
vanishes into its cover, from whence, when the danger
has passed, it emerges again to utter its chirping ery
from another bush., At times they utter it in the air,
hovering over the bush which contains their nest. It
has been suggested that the object of this note may be
Lo {ii.'L‘.n}' the I-u"__:f_‘ :.{E'-:‘-'?:]lf.']"]ﬂ rs, who may mistake 1t
for the call of their own species. In the earlier part
of the day it sometimes sings perched on the top of a
twig, and shivering its wings. “Nothing,” adds Gilbert
White, “can be more amusing than the whisper of this
little bird, which seems to be elose by, though at a hun-
dred yards distance, and when close to your ear is scarce
any louder than when a great way ofl.” 'T'his ventrilo-
quistic power is c rtainly very remarkable, but in many
cases the sound has, in all probability, proceeded from
a Grasshopper Warbler of the insect species.

The nest, of a cup shape, is formed in a rather firm
manner of grass, with sometimes a little moss, lined
with finer portions of the same. It is difficult to find,
owing to the careful habits of the bird, and is placed
on the ground, and has been met with at the foot of
a small bush by the road side; it is completely hidden
i the middle of some large tuft, through which there
1s no entrance but such as the bird threads for herself,
creeping along likeea mouse to and into it.

The eggs are from five or six to seven in number,
of a pale reddish white colour, freckled all over with
specks of darker red; they seldom vary much.

The young soon quit the nest on being disturbed,
trusting by instinct to their habitual powers of con-
cealment.

Male;* weight, about three drachms and a quarter;

length, five inches and nearly three-quarters; bill, dusky

-
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brown, the base of the under mandible paler than the
other parts, inclining to yellow; it is thin, and much
compressed from the middle to the tip, the upper one
slightly notched: the corners of the mouth are reddish
yellow; iris, brown. Head on the crown, neck on the
baclk, and nape, olive brown, the centres of the feathers
darker, giving it a spotted appearance; chin, yellowish
white; throat and breast, very pale yellowish brown,
with an olive tint on the sides, spotted with darker
brown; back, olive brown, mottled by the edges of
the feathers being lighter than the centre: the upper
part of it is the darkest,

The wings, which are very short, extending to the
width of seven inches and a half, and reaching only. a
VEry little !IE':I.'UI'.I:] the base of the Iil”1 have the first
feather very short, the second longer than the fifth, but
shorter than the fourth, the third the longest; primaries,
secondaries, and tertiaries. dark dusky brown, eidged
with reddish brown; underneath, their shafts are white
and glossy; greater and lesser under wing coverts, light
yellowish grey. The tail, which js long and of the
“cuneiform character,” extending an inch and a half
beyond the wings, is brown, marked in some lights
with numerous obscure transverse bands - the feathers are
edged with reddish brown, and are very soft and broad ;
under tail coverts, pale brown, streaked along the
centre of each feather with darker brown, Legs, strong,
and as the toes and claws, pale brownish yellow, lighter
in autumn, the latter thin and narrow, but hooked and
strong, their tips dusky.

With the advance of summer, 01.1'iug to the abrasion
of the feathers, the upper parts of the plumage become
of a greyish brown colour, and of the lower parts
]".I:'IIL‘I'.
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The female resembles the male, but the dusky lines
part of the mneck are wanting.  DBreast,

Ilrll.f:1l‘lrt ]:.:ru' _"|'|.“-'_I'I.'|i‘-]| Elt'n:-‘.'l.':] ('L|]|1l_:['_

bill, lizcht brown: the lower, dull

on the fore

Young; upper
vellow. Head, erown, neck on the back, and nape,
light yellowish brown, spotted with dusky; throat, pale
brownish yellow; breast, brownish yellow, tinged on the

sides with brown: back. light vellowish brown, spotted

Primaries, secondaries, and tertiaries. dusky;

with dusky.
iter and ]L'hh‘ti'

edaed with light yellowish brown: aren
under wing coverts, yvellowish grey. Tail, dusky, the
feathers edged with light yellowish brown; under tail

coverts, yellowish grey, with a faint dusky streak along

the middle. Legs and toes, grevish yellow.

: - gl
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SAVI'S WALRBLER.

Sylvia luscinoides, : Gournp.

Salicaria Inscincides, Y ARRELL.

.';{_i,-f.e'.l'..'_ \_,l lea—A wood.
TLuscinoides. Luseinia—A N i_'.'|.||! i!l:_::'lh". Fidus—The form,

fizure, or likeness of any thing.

Tuis specics, named after Professor Savi, who first
noticed it, belongzs to the south of Europe, occurring
in Italy and France. It also is found in Afriea, in
]::j__fj.'pl.'.

One of these birds was procured many years ago, by
the Rev. James Brown, in the marshes near Norwich,
and was duly recorded by the Rev. R. Sheppard and
the Rev. W. Whitear in their “Catalogue of the Norfolk
and Suffolk Birds, with remarks,” and the account
published in the “Transactions of the Linnean Society,”
1825. Others were procured in Cambridgeshire, in the
fens, in the spring of 1840, by Mr. J. Baker, a notice
of which was published in the “Annals of Natural
History,” volume vi., page 155; and a pair subscquently
by Mr. Joseph Clarke, of Saffron Walden. T am,
however, informed by Mr. Bird that, according to Mr.
Frederick Bond, who has also given me the same account”
himself, these Warblers are quite common in the Cam-
bridgeshire fens, where they breed regularly every year,
as also in Huntingdonshire; the latter gentleman has also
procured the nests from Backsbite, in the parish of

VoL, IiL El
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Alilton, near Cambridge—the “Alma Mater” of more
than ome race. Wicken Fen, near Ely, is another
locality, as S. R. Little, Esq., of St. John's College,
Cambridge, writes me word. A pair were also procured,
as stated in the “Account of the DBirds found in Norfolk,
by William Richard Fisher, and John Henry Gurney,
Esqrs.,” at South Walsham, in the summer of 1843,

This .'-'-lwi:i::s is of shy habits, rapidly descending, on
alarm, into the reeds.

The note is described as somewhat 1‘1.‘51:!111111!1;__': the
sound made by a spinning-wheel; it is generally uttered
f‘rﬂl“ lh{_‘ tl:II'I l_':lf s0mao ]'l,'(‘i.] on “'Ii[[’]l t]:'.l.‘ hil'tl pl‘l'[.']l["ﬁ.

The nest, which is placed on the ground, is formed
of the leaves of the reed, wound round and interlaced,
but without any other lining.

The eggs are of a whitish colour, minutely speckled
nearly all over with pale red and light grey, in some
the red, and in others the grey predominating.

Male; length, five inches and a half; bill, brown;
head, crown, neck on the back, and nape, reddish
brown; chin and throat, almost white; breast, pale
reddish brown. Tail, reddish brown, indistinctly barred
with darker narrow bands. Legs, toes, and claws, pale

brown.

e

1
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SEDGE WARDLER.

EEDGE BIRD. SEDGE WREN. REED FAUVETTE.

Sylvia salicaria, Loarmast.

Sylvia Phragmilis, TrMuIxCK,
SELBY.

Maicolinnivaay.

Salicaria Phragmitiz,

Calamokerpe Phragmilis,

Sylvia. Sylva—A wood. Salicaria—Of or ]H.‘ﬂn.illing to

willows., Salir—A willow,

Tue Sedge Bird is generally spread over Europe, its
range extending even to the Arctie Cirele; in the middle
parts of the continent, it i1s howover the most numerous.
In Holland it is very abundant; and is found alse in
France and Germany, Norway, Russia, and Siberia, Italy,
and Sweden. In Asia, it has been noticed by my friend
Mr. Hugh Edwin Strickland, in Asia Minor.

Throughout England it is more or less abundant,
according to the nature of the locality. ‘In Yorkshire,
this bird is Very common in the Driflield neighbourhoaod,
and also near Thirsk, Doncaster, Barnsley, Sheflield,
Hobmoor, York, Swillington, and Brotherton, in fact in
most parts; -near Halifax and Huddersfield it 15 less
numerous. It is plentiful also in Essex, Suffolk, Hamp-
shire, Dorsetshire, Devonshire, Norfolk, Lincolnshire,
Northumberland, and Lanecashire.
to be not uncommon.

In.Scotland it is no where abundant, but is most met

In Cornwall it seems
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with in the southern and middle divisions. In Suther-
landshire it is constantly to be heard at night, about
reedy lochs and swamps, and 15 to be met with even to
the northernmosl extremity. The Sedee Warbler, as
its name imports, is for the most part found in the neigh-
bourhood of water, but such is not exclusively the case,

for it often resorts to thick hedges, lanes, and other
cover at some distance from 1t.

It mizrates to us the latter part of April, or sometimes
later with the season, seldom arriving in Scotland before
the 1=|~5;iu|1'|:t_-_{ of May The males are believed to Arrive
before the females. They come in small parties of from
two to five or siX cach. They are late in leaving,
some being seen till the middle of October, even in the
north of England; one has been observed ncar Hizh
\'\'j.'-:"mnln'. in Buckinghamshire, in winter.

This is another species of hidling, though not exactly
of shy habits, and is most 1.I'k'll_".‘.".'.T!,_‘p' seen if disturbed,
for otherwise it keeps to its haunt in the middle of the
thick hedge, tall se dwe. teeds, or other aguatic plants
among which it harbours. This very day on which [
am writing, [ w atched one for some time playing at
hide and seck with me, In some large hawthorn bushes
which covered the steep bank of a stream, overhanging
it almost down to the water’s edge; beyond all doubt
the nest was there. Now 1t would fly a few yards off;
now. if thinking itsell unobserved, slyly return to its
1.'[;1L-.;-: now sing lustily {from some hidden covert, and
on a sudden emerge and shew itsell: then aszain descend
to the recesses of the thick brake, and so quickly re-

1

appear at i little distance. that it would almost seemn

as if it had flown straight without hindrance throuch the
tangled underwood; once more it would set up its

ringing note, a watchman springing his rattle to alarm

>
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his hounsehold, for such in its small way it closely
cesembles, and finally disappear from view and from
hearing together, unless again disturbed. The hen bird
<its close on her nest, and you may often pass close by

without her leaving it. If alarmed for her young ghe

evinces great anxiety, moving in and out of the neigh-
bouring cover. These birds are able to be kept in
confinement.

T'hey feed on insccts of various kinds, some of which

are captured on the wing, and others snatched from

the surface of the water; also on worms and small slugs.

The note. which is heard from the midst of “the bush,”
or when perched on the top of a gmall branch or spray,
as also while flying for some short distance to the next
cover, is very powerful for so small a throat, and they
sing sometimes in a most violent chiding sort of man-
ner. as if in defiance of approach. 'The common note

is a small shrill cheep, but their song, though somewhat
of a chatter, is very “livu-]:\'. and not without a mellow
modulation. It is heard at night even as late as twelve
o’clock on the fine still summer evenings, with little

- ntermission, and even still on #4ill morning comes again.”
Any sudden ajarm brings forth its rattle with renewed
vigour. It is correetly said by some to imitate the notes
of other birds; I have heard it myself closely take off
the chirping of the Sparrow. Mr, James I%

. Garrett,
says Mr. Thompson, has ]

cnown it repeat the cricket-
like note of the Grasshopper Warbler,

and suddenly
burst out into the song

of the Swallow or some other
bird. So also Mr. Stewart nan L'uﬁ-a, s rinnhul in the

same work, that he has heard it mimic the clear warble

of the Thrush, and the hoarse twitter of the Sparrow;

to which Muv. Selby adds the notes of the Lark and
the Linnet.
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N. Rowe, Esq., of Worcester College, Oxford, has
taken the nest in a seringa tree. It is usually placed
at about two, and never at a greater heizht than three
or four, feet from the ground, on a stump of a willow
or alder tree, but generally among the tall grass or
flags that grow along the side of the river or pool.
G. B. Clarke, Esq., of Woburn, has been kind enough

The

nest is made of stalks of grass, and other smaller plants,

to forward me specimens of the nest and eggs.

lined with finer parts of the same and hair: it is rather
large and but loosely put together. Selby says that moss
is sometimes used. The young leave the nest very soon.

The eggs, four, or gencrally five, Sir William Jardine
says six or scven, in number, are of a pale yellowish
brown colour, marked with licht brown and dull erev.
They are usually closely freckled all over. Mr., [leysham
mentions a nest which contained three quite white.

Sometimes they are uniform dull vellow; they are laid

carly in May. i

Male; weight, about three drachms; length, about
four inches and a third; the upper bill, broad at the
base, is brownish black, the lower pale reddish brown,
the end dusky, a pale brown streak runs from it to
the eye, and a short way down the side of the neck;
iris, brown; over it is a broad "yellowish white band,
proceeding from the base of the bill. Head on the
crown, brownish black, the edees of the feathiers streaked
with light brown, in the latter part of the summer it
becomes nearly uniform brownish black; neck on the
sides, yellowish brown, on the back and the nape, reddish
brown, tinged with grey, the middle of each feather
being dark brown; chin and throat, necarly white;
breast, brownish white, strongly tinged with vellowish

brown en the sides; back above, reddish brown, tinged
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with grey, the middle of each feather being dark brown,
mnd the lower part light reddish vellow brown, the
centres of the feathers brown.

The wings are rather short, expanding to the width
ol seven inches and nearly three-quarters; the first fea-
ther is very short, the third the longest, the second a
little shorter, the fourth a little shorter still. Greater
and lesser wing coverts, pale dusky reddish brown, edged
with pale greyish brown; primaries, sccondaries, and
tertiaries, dark dusky brown, the latter cdged with pale
greyish brown., The tail, which extends three-quarters
of an inch beyond the closed wings, and is rather long,
straight, and slightly rounded, is dusky brown, the
feathers edged with pale greyish brown, underneath it
is dusky brown; wupper tail coverts, reddish brown,
darker than the back: under tail coverts, yellowish
brown; legs, pale yellowish grey; toes, a little darker;
claws, brown, the hinder one rather short and hooked
—all somewhat curved and sharp.

The female resembles the male, but is slightly larger.
The stripe over the eye is less distinct. The crown is
more tinged with brown; the back is of a paler tint,
and less bright on the lower part. Upper tail coverts,
less rufous than in the male; under tail coverts, mixed
with dusky brown.

The young when fully fledged have the bill greyish
brown above, and pale reddish brown beneath; head
and crown, reddish brown, spotted with brownish black ;
neck on the back and nape, reddish brown; chin, throat,
and breast, dull brownish white. Back on the upper
part, reddish brown, spotted with brown; toes, pale
reddish brown.

A very curious varicty of this species is recorded
by W. ¥. W. Bird, Iisq., in the “Zoologist," page JG32,
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as having been killed in Sussex, in July, 1852:—*It ,

was a bird of this year, but full grown, and of a uniform ,I,.
lizht canary-colour all over, except that on the top of 3
the head there were a few spots or small streaks of ;

]'n:'lIL‘ olive.”







REED WARBLER.

NIGIHIT WARHBLER. REEFRD WREN.

Sylvia aruadivacea, Pexxaxt. DeEwick.
Motacille arundinerea, MoxTaGu.
Crurruen avandiyaceda, Fremixg,
Salicaria aruadinaces, Spruy. GovLp,
Pagser arandinoeea i T, IRy,
Sylvia. Sylva—A wood. Arundingeea—OF, or appertuining
to reeds, Arundo—A recd.

Tiue Reed Warbler is abundant in IHolland, Italy,
Germany, and France, and is found in other temperate
parts of ELJI'Hln-_. but is more rare in the south,

The Rev. John Lightfoot was the first to notice this
bird as a DBritish one, and his account of it, communi-
cated to Sir Joseph Banks, was read before the Royal
Society, and printed in their Transactions for the year
1785. Now, however, it is plentifully known, though
fomewhat locally in many parts. In Yorkshire it is
tolerably common in some districts; among others, near
Thirsk and Huddersfield, and has been met with near
tipon. It builds in the gardens of Worcester College,
Oxford, as James Dalton, ].'l-.:q. has informed me. In
the counties of lissex, near Epping; in Surrey, on the
Abbey Liver; and in Kent, about Romney Marsh and
Sandwich. In Suffolk, near !'.'}Ltdbur}'; Staffordshire, near
Tutbury; in Norfolk, near Yarmouth; in Nutting]iﬁm-

VL, ITH. Ak
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shire; Staffordshire, by the Trent; Sussex, near Arundel;
Northamptonshire; Derbyshire, near Melbourne, and
other parts; Oxfordshire, and near London. In Devon-
shire it is considered rarc; also in Cornwall.

In Ireland Mr. Templeton saw one near Belfast; and
Robert J. Montgomery, Esq., of The Manor Ilouse,
Raheny, near Dublin, shot one there on the 21st. of
December, 1843,

Migratory in its habits, it arrives here generally the
end of April or the beginning of the month of May,
and leaves us again about the commencement of Sep-
tember.

I have been favoured by J. G. Donney, Esq., of
R“:_"r{*le:r, Staffordshire, with a full account of the habits
of this bird. Wherever it does oceur it 15 found in
that part of England in great abundance. It is rather
shy, and loves to ensconce itself among reeds, where,
eschewing the advice so often inculeated in early life on
another species, it is for the most part heard but not
scen. 1t is almost continually on the move, running
rapidly up and down the tall stems, and hopping about
from one to another with great agility. It frequents
places where such trees and plants as willows, reeds,
and rushes abound.

It may be kept in confinement, and in that state has
been heard by Mr. Sweet to sing occasionally all thé
winter. Mr. Meyer has known it build close to the
town of Uhrtlsc}'.

Its food consists of warious water insects and their
larvee, worms, slugs, and the smaller dragon-flies: the
winged kinds are sometimes hovered for and taken on
the surface of the water, or carefully searched after among
the stems and branches of the willows and aquatic plants
in its resorts.
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Its ordinary note is rapidly hurried, harsh, loud,
garrulous, and unmusical, uttered almost incessantly,
especially when its nest is supposed to be in any danger
—a mere ‘kurrererr.” It has been likened by Mr. Bonney
to the words ‘chree, que, treet,” repeated without any
order. The song of the one just now mentioned is
deseribed as very variable, consisting of a great number
of notes, and sung with many changes of voice, so
diversified as to resemble the song of several different
birds. It appears to be heard at night, and is chiefly
uttered from the midst of the dense foliage—the ‘locus
in quo’ the bird secretes itself.

The nest is a very artistical piece of work, and is
generally placed between three, four, or five stems of
the common reed that grow near to one another, at a
height commonly of about three feet above the water,
but one has been known as much as nine feet from the
ground. To these the self-taught architect fastens the
cordage that supports her tent, twining and interlacing it,
that is, part of the materials of which it is composed,
round and round them at intervals, until the whole is
firmly fixed, not so firmly however but that the reeds
may be easily slipped out without injuring the structure.
It is formed of dried grass, long stalks, dry leaves,
lichens, and wool, as also at times some moss, and is lined
with the blossom of the reed. It generally consists of
two parts, a loose foundation of the first-named materials,
and the actual nest, which is composed almost exclusively
of the last-named. "This upper part can sometimes be
detached from the lower, as if from a socket, the whole
being narrow and ‘deep to secure the cggs when the
reeds are swayed down, so that the frail fabric, the bird
all the while sitting in it, is often brought close to the
very water’s edge. The depth outside is from about
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three to five inches, .and the inside about three, by
about three in width at the top and two at the bottom.
The nest, however, is not invariably placed among reeds;
it is at times found in a blackthorn, whitethorn,
willow, or among the clustering branches of an osier
bed. Mr. Sweet met with one in the low part of a
poplar tree, and Mr. Bolton another in a hazel bush,
It is said that the nests of birds of the first and second
‘years’ age are not so neatly finished as those whose
builders have had more experience. When destroyed
sometimes by floods, even two or three times, these
birds have been known by Mr. Briggs to build a fourth.
James Dalton, Esq., of Worcester College, Oxford, has
taken one suspended in a box tree, near the piece of
water which is there so great an ornament. N. Rowe,
Esq., of the same College, has found it in a lilac tree.
G. B. Clarke, Esq., of Woburnghas also forwarded to me
specimens of the nest and eggs of the present species,
as have likewise J. Gi. Bonney, Esq., and Mr. Dalton.

The eggs, usually four, or sometimes five or six in
number, are of a dull greenish white colour, spotted
and freckled with darker greyish green and light
brown. In some instances the spots ‘are almost black,
in others inclining to a brownish green; occasionally
the egz is marked with one or two little black lines
at the broad end. The arrangement of the spots is
endless—some varieties are equally marked all over; in
some the spots are in a ring round the broad end; in
others the base is covered; some are but slightly
marked; others are completely clouded over; one rare
varicty has been seen almost white, faintly mottled
with pale grey blots; some quite white have been
known. They are frequently not laid until after the
beginning of June.
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The young are hatched in July, and are said to quit
the nest soon, being able, before acquiring the art of
flying, to make their way about the stalks of the reeds
with their parents.

Male; weight, nearly three drachms; length, five
inches and a half; bill, broad at the base, pale brown,

the under mandible inclining to yellowish white, brown -

towards the end—an indistinet dusky streak runs from
its base to the eye and behind it, and a pale yellowish
brown streak over it; iris, pale orange brown; eyelids,
pale yellowish white; there are two or three strong
bristles on each side of the bill. Head, erown, neck
on the back, and nape, uniform rather pale brown
with a tinge of chesnut; chin and throat, white, of a
silvery cast in old birds. Dreast, pale greyish yellow,
darkest on the sides; h:u’:k, lmlu reddish brown.

The wings extend to within an inch and a half of the
end of the tail, the quills are nineteen in number, the
first feather is about a (uarter the 1:.:11;__;[!1 of the sucond,
the second and fourth nearly equal; primaries, second-
aries, and tertiaries, dark dusky chesnut brown, bordered
with olive brown. "Tail, rather long, and a good deal
rounded at the mul, the outside feather bcing a quarter
of an inch shorter than the middle one: the two middle
feathers are the longest, and a little pointed; it is
dark duskj’ brown, bordered with olive brown; under
tail coverts, pale buff. TLegs and toes, pale greyish or
yellowish brown, the claws a little darker, the hind
one strong, long, and hooked; the soles yellowish.

The female is scarcely distinguishable from the male,
but is rather smaller. Length, about five inches.

The young of the year are darker coloured than their
parents, and more mottled. The white streak over the
eye is very faint until after the moult.
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Syleia luseinia, Prxxant. TEMMINCK.
Motaeilla luseiuiea, MoxTwav. Bewick.
Cuerruwca Tuseintm, Fremixa.
Philomela Tuseinio, Sewoy. Gourp.

Sylvia., Sylva—A wood, Luscinia—A Nightingale.

Tue Nightingale is found in Europe, in Russia even
and the more temperate parts of Siberia, Sweden, Hol-
land, Denmark, Germany, France, Spain, Italy, and the
islands of Greece. It is kmawn also in Asia—in Asia
Minor and Syria; and in Africa, in FEgypt along the
Nile, and in other northern districts.

In Yorkshire I have known them in great plr:u[}' in the
neighbourhood of Doncaster, but the bird-catchers make
sad havoe among them. They have also been known
near York, and at Skelton, about five miles north of
the ancient city; also in woods near Barnsley, near
Beverley, and near Leeds; in a wood a mile from
Shipley, near Bradford; at Walton, near Wakefield;
Bramham Park, near Wetherby; near IHuddersfield, at
Cinderfield Dyke Wood in Bradley; and in the wood at
Cawood on the Ouse below York. I am also persuaded
that I heard it, ‘ni fallor,” some few years ago, about
a mile south of :"nlaﬂiun, seventeen miles north-east of
York, by the road-sidé, as I was walking home one
moonlight night. It is occasionally heard near Sheflield.

It is well known in SBussex, Mampshire, and Dorsetshire;
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some parts of Gloucestershire; in Devonshire, near
Teignmouth, Honiton, Exeter, and the eastern parts of
the county, once near Kingsbridge, at Exmonth, and
Barnstaple; in some parts of Somersetshire; Doveridge,
in Derbyshire; Cumberland, as far north as Carlisle;
Essex; Richmond Park, Suarrey ; Suffolk; Norfolk, though
less numerous than in some {:mln{ic.‘i, at Uunlnu, I]urgh,
and elsewhere; Lincolnshire, in some situations; and in
the Park of Woburn Abbey, Dedfordshire, it is very
abundant. It has also frequented the Regent’s Park,
Hyde Park, and Kensington Gardens, near London.

In Scotland a pair dre said by Mr. Robert D. Duncan
to have bred in Calder Wood, in West i'n:ll:iﬂn, in the
year 1826,

In Treland it has hitherto been altogether unknown.

Woods, groves, plantations, and copses are its favourite
resort, but it is also found in gardens, even in the
neighbourhood of London, and also among thick hedges
in shady and sheltered situations.

Insects of various sorts, spiders, and earwigs furnish
them with food. The young are fed principally with
caterpillars.

The Nightingale favours us with its company about
the middle or end of April, sometimes it is said not
until May, the males arriving about a week or ten days
before the females. It has been known to arrive on
the Suffolk coast as early as the Tth. of that month. It
departs again in August or September. It would appear
that its migration is made in an almost due south and
north direction, few being found in Devonshire, and
none in Cornwall, Wales, or Ireland, nor any, it is
said, in Brittany, or in the Channel Islands. Many
have been introduced into the western parts, and others
into Scotland by Sir John Sinclair, but they have
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never returned the following year—the birth-place
possesses an overpowering attraction for some, but
the Nightingale takes a still higher ground, and will
pine in any place but that in which it ought to have
been born. They seem to travel by night, and to
arrive singly, one by one. The older birds too are
thought to arrive before the younger oncs.

In its habits it is not shy, and, as is too well known,
may be kept in confinement: unfortunately they are easily
captured. Bechstein has known one which thus lived for
twenty-five years. Those taken on their first arrival are
said to do better than those taken afterwards—slavery
is. somewhat the same in birds as in the human species,
The right-minded man and the right-minded ornitho-
logist will reprobate both. These birds return to their
native haunt, and each one appears to exercise proprie-
ttlrsllip over i["1 OwWn morc l'.lL"I'_'L'l][:'I.r th}nmiu. {'I'I one
instance, related by Mr. J. D. Salmon, of Thetford, in
the “Naturalist.” old series, volume ii., page 22, !]w:\' have
been known to breed in confinement, namely, at Norwich,
in the year 1833, The female laid five eggs, which
were all hatched; and though the male died, the female
did not relax her cares, but successfully reared three
young.

The late Bishop Stanley relates the following account
of one which was reared from the nest in the spring
of 1835:—¢It soon became tame, and was kept in a
cage till May, 1837, singing always in the winter from
Christmas till April, and shewing no symptoms of im-
patience at the usual period of migration; it was silent
the rest of the year. Last May it was permitted to go
out of its cage, which was hung up, open, at the door
of the offices. At first it returned regularly in the
evening to its cage, and was taken in, and released
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again the next morning. As the season advanced, it
spmetimnes HI;I:.'J‘I]_ out all 1|ig;l|r in the shrubberies and
pleasure-grounds, but if called by any of the servants,
whose voice it knew, wounld return and feed out of their
hand. For a day or two, towards the close of summer,
1t .\;l."l_'ll'li“lll ]",lllli't' nneasy, hl!l I'||'L-< soon wore ofl. __.ﬁ“.
the t“-’l'rlil'lz';‘\' ot cool, in the autumn, it returned to its
cage before nightfall, and was taken as usual into the
house; as the scason still farther advanced, it was to
be permanently housed, and was expected to sing again
at Christmas,”

He also mentions a remarkahle instance of their
removing their eggs, under peculiar circumstances, as
communicated to the French Academy of Sciences by
M. Merveaux.—A pair of these birds had built their
nest in his -_;:u':]rrl in the lower part of n ]u':]gr', con-
taining four eggs, when some water in the neighbourhood
rose with such impectuosity ns to inundate the garden.
He watched them with some anxiety, and one day
when the water had reached to within six paces of
the mnest, he only pereeived two egms. He at first
thought that the nest had been abandoned; but coming
to it very soon after, he only saw one, and this time he
waited to see the result, and was mueh astonizhed to
sce the last egg disappear with the birds, who, flying
cautiously, but rapidly, carried it to a new nest, at the
highest part of the hedge, where he saw all the four
cgzs deposited in safety, and where they were afterwards
hatehed.

Its flight is swift, light, smooth, and even, though
not extended far. On the ground it stands very erect.
When alighting on a branch the wings are slightly
shaken or gquivered. -

It takes its prey just in the same way that the Thrush

TOL. 111 =D
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does, flying to the ground, hopping quickly along in
search of any, then suddenly seizing it, and after a
sidelong glance returning to its post, often the very
spot from which it had descended. It also searches
for insects alonz the branclhies and under leaves, It is
fond of the ezgs of ants, and of the larve of Wiasps,
hornets, and bees. The voung are said to be fed with
caterpillars.

[t is a fancy of Viellot, and the idea, though fanciful,
is a pretty one, that the Nightingale loves a neizgh-
bourhood where there is an echo, as if aware of and
admiring its own music. Certainly the echo of such
sounds, for mest beautiful they are, are well worth
listening to, _.-m:l the softened strain may be mistaken
by the enamoured bird for -the answering note of his
partner, and so may have a heightened enchantment to
Ins ear.

The name of Nightingale is derived, as Peunant
remarks, from the word night, and the Saxon word
galan—to sing; and “oft in the stilly night” when vou
are far away from every worldly association, and there
is nothing but the voice of the Nightingzale to break
the “charmed air” and the repose in which all nature
is hushed, your soul may well be raised to happy and
holy contemplation, and vou will be able to enter into
the spirit of the Old Hundredth Psalm, and “Praise
GOD from whom all blessings flow.”

When the young are hatched the song ceases in great
measure, though it is in fact continued in some degree
to within a few days of their departure. They do not
sing on their very first arrival; it is not till the females
have come that the serenade b{‘lf_'.'ins; the “*Buona notte,
Buona notte amato bene” is the nightly stramn for
about a fortnight, until the arrival of a family busy
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too much with .\'ll!1'|l.|.15.'=1':'.' cares, 1f the female be

'L‘;:!:'hh'.]l_‘-‘ lll'?ltl?l}'l'll_. ﬂu: |.|'|'.'.l|l' then  resumes 1|i.‘< :anng

itll he finds another partner, which, curious to say,
as In the ease of other Hj1n~c-ir-~., he ;:1'II[‘I'I|HI\' meels
with, but where or how 1is *“passing strange.” A
1.5'.'|.|:'r|i||_l_; note is exciled 11}.' the 1ll1]rl‘ﬂ:‘1-:"|| of 1]:l[|:.:i'!'. or &
snapping of the bill uttered against it, and a short
“tack,” heard also at other times. The Nightingale
]](\:_;in-\' ils lt1|]1'11i:|'-_‘_f S0n from '||:|11'-]1:l-1 three to four
o’clock. Sometimes, indeed, especially if the moon be
shining, it sings throughout the night, and its song,
attended however by its peculiar objurgatory note, instead
of being checked, is only excited the more by any casual
disturbance. The sound of music or other noise will
arouse their attention, and at times their l'i.‘n";l[l'l\'. An
anecdote is on record of one which entered into com-
pl_-[[l]uu with the instroment of a I:l't'ﬂn'hll'!', and fell at
his feet exhausted with the struggle to outvie him.
Pliny, too, says “They emulate one another, and the
contention is plainly an animated one. The conquered
often ends its life, its spirit failing sooner than its song.”
It hags been known to imitate the human voice.

[t is the opinion of My, Charles Muskett, of Norwich,
as expressed in a letter to me, that the older the bird,
the more perfect the song. The voice of the Nightin-
gale may be heard, it 1g said, when the air is calm, to
fill a space of a mile in diameter. Meyer says that a
yoanyg one, 1;.]{1-” l'|'n|:|| I]]:" nest, has been ]'Llllr'ﬁ'll ({1
sing on the seventh day after its removal, and as it
wWis 4_-:;||j+:~c111:'wr1 to be about nine 11:t}.'.ﬂ old when taken,
its musical career was commenced on the sixteenth
day of its existence. "They sing by day as well as
by night. 1 have heard them on every side of me in

Edlington Wood, near Doncaster, a place where they
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abound. Mr. Newman relates in the “Magazine

Natural ”E.\.!-hl'}',_. volume v., page Gdd, that on the 12t
of December, either in 1523 or 1824, he heard the
Nightingale singing clearly and distinctly, although not
very loudly, at Godalming, in Surrey. IHe also men-
tions that he has seen it in that neighbourhood i1n the
month of October, and once in November. The poet
f_Hu'l.‘[u-r has some stanzas addressed “l'o the z\.j_:-'\lltillg"[t‘m
u‘hirh 1h:.‘ .L‘.Hh:lr !".-i-:u-.]. ~_~ir._: on New \I.{'.I.l".'w ].,-..’I."r-.
1792, : .

The nest of the Nightingale, which is almost always
placed on the ground, in some natural hollow, amongst
the roots of a tree, on a bank, or at the foot of a
hedge-row, though sometimes two or three feet from
the surface, is very loosely put together, and is formed
of wvarious materials, such as dried stalks of zrasses, and
leaves, small fibrous roots, and bits of bark, lined with
a few hairs and the finer portions of the grass. It is
about five inches and a half in external diameter, by
about three internally, and about three and a half
deep.

Here :lj_:.'ﬁtl let me “enter a ]r;:LinE" in behalf of the
bird and her nest. He who robs a f\'E;:]lti:;;::llu’:, nest,
robs his neighbour, as well as the owner of it, and is
guilty at once of burglary and petty larceny. Mr.
Meyer observes, “The attachment of this species to its
voung, and its grief at their loss, have been noticed
by many writers, ancient and modern. Our friend, the
lev. E. J. Moor, sends us, on this subject, a memorandum
from his journal: ‘one evening, while I was at college,
he says, ‘happening to drink tea with the late Rev. J.
Lambert, fellow of Trinity Colleze, he told me the
following fact, illustrative of Virgil’s extreme accuracy

in describing natural objects. We had been speaking
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of those well-known lovely lines in the fourth Georgic
on the Ni;_;hl'ln_‘_:;ﬂt'ﬁ lamentation for the loss of her
young, when Mr. Lambert told me that riding once
LEII!"'I”:_;]I. one of the t[r!l-_'_'.'-’!'l.:‘ﬁ near ':.'-:llnhi"u!:_:t', he observed
the keeper of the gate and his wife, who were aged
persons, apparently much dejected. Upon inquiring into
the cause of their uneasiness, the man assured Mr.
Lambert that he and his wife had both been made very
unhappy by a Nightingale, which had built in their
garden, and had the day before been robbed of its
young. 'This loss she had been deploring in such a
melancholy strain all the night, as not only to deprive
him and his wife of H]L'I']r, but alse to |v.'w1:.tht,'111 in
the morning full of sorrow; from which they had evi-
dently not recovered when Mr. Lambert saw them."”

The eggs, of a regular oval form, are of a uniform
glossy dull olive brown colour. They are sometimes
tinged with greyish blue, especially at the smaller end;
some are greenish; others brownish green; some are
paler, mottled with olive brown; and some are longer
in nhupu than others. Tht}" are four or five to six in
number. They are laid in May, and are rather large
for the size of the bird. The male and female both sit
on lhvm, but the latter the most. The young, which
are hatched in Juul:, often leave the nest and |1U|l about
on the ground in its neighbourhood before they are able
to fly.

Male; weight, about six drachms; length, six inches
and three-quarters. The upper bill is blackish brown,
with a l{ngu of urtl, the lower one |1:'.|l: }'L'“U“'Eﬁh, andd
dus]{}' _brm'.'n at the tip; iris, dark brown, the feathers
of the eyelids brownish white. Head, crown, neck on
the back, and nape, uniform dull chesnut brown; chin
and throat, dull greyish white; breast, pale greyish
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brown, but lichter again lower down. DBack, reddizsh

brown, varying considerably in different individuals, some
]wiu;: L||nc']; more I ] '.;1|11 l"IIE'."lﬂ more grey.

The wings, of eighteen quills, have the first quill
feather very short, the sccond :c]':.:] in l¢ !I;_',fh to the
ﬁrth. the third the [-':l_'_':l"l. the fourth almost as ]un_,-;.
They extend to the width of ten inches and a half;
primaries, secondaries, and tertiaries, reddish brown, the
Inru-[‘ wihs l]"'::"'.!'\;:n' brown. The tail, w E:il'h Jt.lt{]ll'- HAH
inch and a quarter b "'.'nlll". the closed wines, 15 rufous
brown, and rather rounded at the end. It i1s straizht
and rather ln_t||_-_:. the feathers rather broad; under tail
coverts, dull vellowish white. Legs, toes, and claws,
'[I:l]" g _\'i-]t brown.

The female resembles the male, but is rather less in
S1E0. ]_|~:|:_-_-;t14, six inches and a half; throat, not so white
as in the male. The wings expand to ten inches in
width.

The young have i]l!' !1|'.'.t1.'::-|'-; on the breast U.'EI]L L]il!']{

mareins, and the back .-_-[:'u‘.t:.-.l with reddish :p't'l]ll'ﬂ' or

buft colour.
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THRUSH NIGHTINGALE.

Sylvia Turdoides, MEvER.
Philomela Turdoides, Iyrn. Gounb,
Sylvia—Sylea—A wood, Twrdoides— Thrdus—A Thrush.

Fidos—The form, figure, or likencss of a thing,

Twis species occurs throughout Silesia, DBohemia,
Pomerania, Iranconia, and other parts of Germany;
and is plentiful also in Hungary, Austria, and Poland,
but more rare in France.

Mr. Gould says that it is generally found in woods
situated on the tops of hills, and also in plains, par-

* ticularly those in the neighbourhood of running streams.

One of these birds, a mwale, was captured near the
village of Swalwell, three or four miles west of New-

by Mr.

Thomas Robson, of the former place. Another 18 re-

castle, *‘the Newcastle that 1is upon '|\I\'nr',“

corded by Mr. Edward Newman in the “Zoologist,” page
3476, as having been shot near Dartford, in Kent, on
the 8th. of May, 1852, Mr. John Hancock procured the
egg of another from Northamptonshire; and N. Rowe,
iisq., of Worcester College, Oxford, has infgrmed me that
two eggs of this rare Dritish bird were taken at Staddis-
combe, near Plymouth, in Devonshire, in 18350, and
that the Rev. I. Roundell procured others in Kent.

[ts song, which is chiefly heard by night, is strong,

loud, and deep; but, though mpre powerful, not so
melodious as that of the Nightingale.
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The nest 1s built in small thickets, but most fre-

quently in low and damp situations.
The eros are of a l::'n'.'nlu..-!l 1IH'.'{' J_'-'||'|.'.I'. -"l.'lilll.'l.i

with deep brown.
Male: bill, dark brown: head, crown, neck on the

back, and nape, dark brown: chin, white; throat,

whitish: breast, clear erevish brown, spotted with dark
i l

dashes; back, dark brown. Greater and lesser wing
coverts, reddish brown; primaries, sccondaries, and
tertiaries, brown. Tail, rich brownish red:; legs and
toes, lizht reddish brown; claws, blackish brown,

The female resembles the male.
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GREAT SEDGE WARBLER.
Salicaria Turdotdes, SEnny.

Salir—A willow. Turdoides. Turdus—»~ Thrash.

Eidos—The likencss or resemblanee of nny thingr,

I am exceedingly happy in being able to givé a
ficure of the present species as a new British bird, having
received information from Mr. Chaffey, of Dodington,
Kent—information which may be most implicitly relied
on—that one was killed in Kent on the 4th. of ?'-[:L}',
15853, by the side of a pond near :""“Illill]u_;hl'rLl]'HE‘, h‘:r' Mr.
G. Thomas, of that place.

The Great Sedge Warbler is exceedingly abundant
in Holland, and frequents also the low flat lands of
France to the shores of the English Channel, so that
it is anything but surprising that one should have found
its way across, a “Pathfinder" perhaps for many another,
or still more probably, a follower of many others which
may have come over in previous years and have been
overlocked.

Tts food consists of insects—the smaller dragon-flies,
gnats, and others.

This is considered a delightful Warbler, from whence
its specific name, as approximating in the excellence of
its tones to those of the Thrush. Its notes are hurried,
but lond and rich.

The nest is located among the stalks of reeds.
varb. Il am
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The eggs are five in number, obtuse, greenish white,
spotted with black and ash-colour.

Male; hill, brown, darkest along the upper edge
and at the tip; over the eye is a white stripe. Head,
crown, neck on the back, and nape, uniform light brown;
|_'hj[|_. throat, and l'l{ 15k, \l.'}lif:-, Iji!.i.l'il'.l'l:l-' 1f‘.|_'.fL‘il h'i1}|.
brown; back, light brown. Wings, brown; tail, light
brown: ]{"_]'.-. and toes, ]-I'_:l:f brown.

The female does not differ -'i'l”'f't‘i.l.]l[,"-' from the male.

S

P
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BLACKCAL.

BLACKCAT WARBLER. MOCK NIGUTINGALRE.

Sylvia atvicapilla, PExxANT. JENYHS.

Motacilla atvicapilla, MosTaou. Dewick.

Wofacille mosquila, GueLix,

Currnea atricapilla, Govrp. Fremxa.
Sylvia. Sylva—A wood. Atricapilla, Ater—DBlack.

I".'_I.l-.'.'lr':.l-—'ltfu' hair of the head.

Tue DBlackeap is more cosmopolite in its character
than any other of the British Warblers. It r:l't:q!h.'llt:s
the whole of the temperate parts of Europe, from Spain
and . Portugal to Germany, Italy, Lapland, Norway,
Denmark, and Sweden. In Africa it is found from the
northern parts to the Cape of Good Hope, and midway
in anr;__{:il, as likewise in Madeira and the Azores. In
Asia also it is known, in Persia, Java, and Japan.

'l'in'f:u_'.,r}l.r.mt, I'ln;_:l;mll it is met with in all quarters
of the country, but mostly in the south, from Sussex
to the Land’s End, and from Suffolk and Norfolk to
Derbyshire and Wales. In Cornwall it is scarce; in
Yorkshire it is commonly distributed, but is least plen-
tiful it is snid near Huddersfield, where, however, some
are believed to stay throughout the year. One was
caught in the township of St. John in Bedwardine, near
Worcester, on the 20th. of January, 1513, Another in
January, about the year 1847, near Dover; and one on
the 22nd. of December, 1852, in Norfolk.



212 BLACKCAP,

In Treland it seems to be a recular summer visitant
to certain districts, but must be considered very loeal.
Dir. Harvey, in his “Fauna of Cork,” mentions two taken
there in November, 1339: and one was found dead in
the garden of Mr. Ball, near Youghal, in the second
week in January, 1838. Robert J. Montgomery, Esq.,
Jun., shot two on the 21st. of December, 1848, at the
Manor llouse, Raheny, near Dablin. Me. Templeton
noticed it at his own residence, Cranmore, on the 17th.
of .]unr'_. 1818, and twice since. One was ]r1'fJ|_'||.|u'd in
the garden of the Bishop of Down, near Belfast, on the
1st. of AMarch, 1834; one near Dublin the first week in
December, 1533; and one in the Phanix Park, about
the middle of May, 1844. Two in the same locality
in December, 1843; one at Donnybrook, once so cele-
brated for its fair. in October, 1846G: one at H:Llh!-.li'n]“nn_
also in the same county, in January, 1847; and one at
Moore’s “Sweet Vale of Avoca,” in the county of
Wicklow, on the 23rd. of May, 1837. One, of a small
party of six or seven, probably the family of the year,
was procured at Clonmel, on the 27th. of December,
1534; others at Ballibrado, in the county of Tipperary;
one near Waterford on the 9th. of October, IHJ}H_, and
another on the 21st. of August, 1834, at Dunmore, in
that county; and one at Dunmore, in {i:llx'r'rl.}'__ on the
1st. of November, 1842,

In Scotland it is sparingly distributed throughout the
southern parts. Mr. T. Edwards has heard them sing
near Banfl, at Mayen and Rothiemary, and in the
grounds of Duff House. It is not uncommon in the
Valley of the Clyde, especially about Hamilton. They
occur also near Paisley, in Renfrewshire, Stevenston, in
Ayrshire, and have been met with in Perthshire and
Forfarshire.
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In ”l‘]illf':}' one was shot at 5;1!111:!.}'1 in the summer
of 18406,

[t haunts thick hedges and brakes, woods, groves, and
plantations, shrubberies, lanes, orchards, copses, and
thickets,

It migrates hither, in uncertain numbers, the middle
of ."'L;ll'i]. off earlicr with the season, and leaves ;L;.‘l[u in
September. In late scasous it does not arrive till the
beginning of May, and has been observed on the L:t]u'_l‘
hand on the 9th. of April.. One has been killed in IKent,
in January, and one seen in Sarrey in December; and
Mr. Allis says that he has been informed that some have
been known to remain throughout the year in Yorkshire.
The males do not travel quite ‘pari passa’ with the
females, but arrive some days before them. It appears
however to be certain, from the many instances already
adduced, that some must stay with us every winter, and
especially it would seem in Ireland.

It is a bird of rather shy and timid habits, and at
the same time lively and restless in its movements,
quickly retiring, on being observed, into the denser
parts of its cover. It is also of a solitary nature, more
than two individuals being seldom seen in company.
The cultivated parts of the country are its resort. It
is capable of being kept in conhinement. In the
“Zoologist,” page 336, Vivian Walmesley, Esq. relates
a curious cireumstance of a Blackeap attacking a Rabbit
which he had shot, and appearing to triumph at its
death.

It seldom takes a long flight, but flits from bush to
bush.

The Blackcap feeds on inseccts, caterpillars, berries,
ivy and others, and fruits, such as strawberries, rusp-

berrics, cherries, IIH.'.'II'S,. and currants. The frst-named
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are sometimes captured when flying, but chiefly found in
various parts of the trees or bushes which the bird fre- L
quents, and in pursuit, or rather in search of them, it
creeps among the dense foliage, or threads its way
through the tangled underwood with the most graceful
nimbleness and minute investigation.

A very beautiful roundelay is that of thd Blackeap,
inferior only in the estimation of many to that of the
Nightingale. It is usually first heard in the middle
of April, but in very mild seasons has been noticed so
soon as the 20th. of March. It will sometimes be
continned until August, if there should be a second
brood. Its tones, t]mu;:i: 1]{-51.111(:'1'_\', are very rich,
deep, {ull, loud, varied, sweetly wild and witching. e
It is generally given forth from some of the higher ]
branches or twigs of the bush or hedge. The notes
of other birds are also imitated—those of the }_i_:;i]tin—
gale, Blackbird, Robin, Thrush, and Garden Warbler.
The throat is much distended in a somewhat curious
manner, while the bird is singing. When the young
are hatched “the song becomes Ll‘tﬂwn, the nwlud:r
gradually ceases, and we hear only the usual call-
notes. Lither are :l:i.-'ii:.' interrupted; and a slizht noise,
or the intrusion of a stranger, will induce silence,
and the bird will remove itself gradually and quietly
to the closer parts of the ﬂlif_‘]\'f_'l_; or ii;n'ing galil:l:{i the
edge of a more limited shrubbery, it will silently flit
to somc more extensive and sccure retreat.”

The nest, built about the end of May or the beginning
of June, is commonly placed in a bramble or other bush,
sometimes in a honeysuckle, a raspberry, or currant {
tree, about two or three feet or rather more from the
ground; sometimes among ncttles. It is made of dry A
grass and small fibrous roots, with occasionally a little
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moss and hair—the latter as a lining, and the outer
parts cemented together with spiders” webs and wool.
[t is strong and tolerably compact, though slight. Any-
thing like meddling with it, or intruding upon 1it, is
jealously watched, and the smallest disturbance ecauses
the nest to be forsaken. Several in fact are frequently
abandoned, either from apprehension or caprice, before
they have been finished. Alfred Newton, Esq., of Elve-
den ” l, nea rl'.J'H.'[rnt'tl, mentions i the "xmﬂngi:{t,“
page 1034, his having known a nest to be found there
on the 11th. of March, 1845, which contained an egg
at that early date.

The eggs, usually four or five in number, are of a
pale greenish white colour, mottled with light brown and
grey, with a few spots and streaks of dark brown. They
vary a good deal both in size and shape.

Frederick Stafford, Esq., of De Warren Touse,
Northfleet, Kent, has informed me of his having obtained
from the county of Norfolk, four eggs of this species
of a beautiful salmon-colour, in no way the effect of
incubation, as only one ecgg had been deposited when
the nest was first discovered. This pink variety is not
very unfrequent. J. A. Drake, I5q. has also forwarded
me a good variety.

Joth birds sit on the egas, but the female n;uturuli}'
the most. The male frequently sings while so engaged.
The female, when sitting, is occasionally fed by her
partner. The young are said to leave the nest rather
soon, roosting with their parents on the adjoining
boughs.

Male; weight, about dfour drachms and a half; length,
five inches and three-quarters to six inches and a trifle
over; bill, dark horn-colour, paler beneath, the edges
yellowish grey; the inside of the mouth bluish grey;
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iris, dark brown. Head on the erown, black; its sides,
the neck on the back, and nape, ash-coloured; chin,
throat, and breast, ash-coloured, the latter white on the
lower part, tinged with yellowish grey. Back, brownish
ash-colour.

The wings, which extend to nine inches and about a
quarter, have the first quill feather v ry short, the second
longer than the sixth, but shorter than the fifth, the third
the longest; primaries, secondaries, and tertiaries, greyish
brown, their outer edges pale yellowish brown; under-

neath they are grey; greater and lesser under wing

coverts, white. Tail underneath, grey; legs and toes,
lead-coloured, the latter tinged with green beneath;
claws, brown.

The female resembles the male, but her plumage is
more tinged with brown. Length, six inches and nearly
a quarter. Head on the sides, grey, with a greenish
tinge; on the crown, reddish brown, reaching farther
back than in the male; nape, grey, with a greenish
tinge. Dreast; yellowish brown, approaching to white
on the centre, and darker on the sides and across the
breast, The “-']lij_;w l.‘.'p:l.ml to the width of nine inches
and a quarter.

The yYoung, when 1'1115].‘ II{-rEgL:d. resemble the adualt

bird. Head on the crown, _:1'('}"1:'11 brown.
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i
Sylvia Opphea, TrEMuINCK.
SEnlui T ViELnor.
Curruce Orphea, Govnn.
Sulnia—Sylva—A wood. Orplea—Oprphens—A [amous

musician of antiuily.

Tmis 'lu s 15 4 common one in the southern parts
of France, and is very abundant in Italy, particulazly
i1': r.'=||.-!::|-]}' and FPiedmont, also 1in '|'|L~n..1|l_"l.'; and 1s
sometimes found in Switzerland and the adjacent districts.

Une --|\:'Li||.' n of this bird, an ‘avant couricer® it may
be hoped of others, was shot on the Gth. of July, 1848,
in a small plantation near Wetherby, in the West Riding
of Yorkshire, and preserve d by Mr. Graham, of York,
for William Mordaunt Edward Miloner, Lsq., M. P. for
York. It was a female, and appeared to have been
--i:‘_i:::_: I:.-_- Same summer: ilhi.' |I1-L5': |.-El'.l WS .'11-|r u]l-
served with it for a considerable time previously., An
account of this interesting occurrence was published in
the “I-~rulu;£~:," pages 4107-8-9-10.

[ts food is composed of inscets and berries.

The H:']}]u-;',u Warbler builds sometimes in low bushes,
often in company with others of the same species, and
not uncommonly in holes of rocks and walls, as also in
the caves and roofs of deserted or isolated houses and
buildings.

The eggs are four or five in number, nearly white,

YOl T
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irregularly marked with yellowish blots and brown spots.
chiefly at the larger end.

Male; length, a little over six inches; bill, black,
thick, and very strong, the upper mandible very much
grmwud. the lower one yellowish brown at its base:
head on the crown, brownish black, fading into the
colour of the back; neck on the back, and nape, cinercous
brown, with a TirL:__',i.' of olive; chin and throat, white;
breast, white, with a very delicate rose tint.

Wings, almost black, edged with ash-coloured brown;
primaries, dark cincreous brown, with a tinge of olive;
tail, dark cinereous brown, with a tinge of olive, the
outer feather on each side being white, tinged with
reddish brown on its inner edge, the second tipped
with white: under tail coverts, iJL:Ir_: reddish hruwn;
legs, toes, and claws, black and strong.

Female; length, a little over six inches; head, crown,
neck on the back, and nape, dark ash-coloured brown;
chin, dull white; throat and breast, white, ending in
light brown; back, dark ash-coloured brown. Wings,
underneath, light brown; tail, brownish black, the outer-
most feather on each side white, and the next edged

with dull white: legs, very strong; toes and claws, black.







VB

21

GARDEN WARBLER.

GREATER TI'ETTYOIHATS.

vt Rortensrs, Loariram.  Ducusreis.
Currpca horlensis, SELBY.
Waolarilla korfensiz, Moxtasu,
Sylvia—8ylva—A wood. Horfensis—Delonging to gardens,

Dr. Latitam was the first to notice this as a Dritish
bird,—a specimen having been obtained in Lancashirve,
and forwarded to him by Sir Ashton Lever, the founder
of the Leverian MMuseum.

Tt is found throughout the continent of Europe, from
Italy to Denmark and Sweden in the summer.

In Yorkshire it occurs in various situations, as near
Huddersfield and Hebden Bridge, IMalifax, Sheflield,
Leeds, and York: in the ].'-.~1-1-.l{5~:“t1|’_; it 18 more un-
common, being mostly met with in its passage. Mr.
B. Fawecett, of Drifheld, obtained one tai-_;{:l1't1t'!: there,
the present year, 1853, and from it the plate 1s coloured,
Near Scarborourh it is scarce, according to Mre. Patrick
Hawkridge, in “The Naturalist,” old series, vol. ii., p. 333,
In Norfolk it is not very numerous. In Oxfordshire it
oceurs in gardens in abundance, as likewise in Cam-
ll]'illgl‘btii]'('_ [n ]]urh}'s]]il‘:: it is 41?.Ililll_"|.:|' distributed.
It occurs also in Wiltshire, Suffolk, Devonshire, Lincoln-
shire, Durham, Northumberland, and other counties.
[n Cornwall it is rare—has been met with at Dudeck.

[n Scotland it has been noticed in Dalkeith- Park




220 GARDEX WARBLER.

and Midealder, Lothian, between Lasswade and Roslin,
at Newbhattle and Dallhousie, the Corstorphine 1lill
and Currie near Edinburgh, and various other parts.

In TIreland it scems to be extremely rare. Mr.
Templeton met with one on the 2lst. of May, 1820,
It regularly breeds in the gardens about Sunday’s Well,
near Cork: and also has been observed at Ballibrado;
in the county of Tipperary, more years than one by
Mr. Henry TFennell, of that place.

This is a very favourite bird of mine, one that you
always fancy to be uncommon, even while knowing that
the contrary is the case. It is frequently overlooked, like
others of divers races who are of a retiring nature, and
more disposed to earn than to scek the reward of merit.

For the most part it frequents gardens, as its name
indicates, and also orchards and woods, even such as
are more remote from human habitation, leaving the
latter however in the autumn for the former. It often
builds close to houses.

It arrives in this country about the end of April or
beginning of May, and departs again in September.

In its habits it is uncbtrusive, shy, and rebtiring,
especially when engaged with its nest, and always inter-
esting to watch. It is extremely active and agile,
gliding quickly among the boughs and branches of its
shelter, and when on the ground advancing by a series
of leaps. Its sweet song generally gives you notice of
its vicinity, but if your neighbourhood is made known
to it, the song ceases, and the bird drops silently into
the nearest cover, and from thence retreats by hopping
or flitcing to some more secure distance. [t is capable
of being kept in confinement.

Its manner of ﬂight is short and rapid.

Insccts, {'.’ltl;‘l‘l'}ill.:ll'&', WOorms, and f{ruits are its foml,
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and with the latter the young arc also at times fed; the
former are sometimes captured on the wing, the bird
11.;!".1'”_:: l.|_]|'|'|.'i|,1'||.!-i alter I]ur.'ln. and their !IIH'I.'L'IIIJ_'_E capture
15 indicated L}' an audible SIAT of the hill. Most l'l'llil*w_.
both wild and eultivated; seem to suit its taste—the berries
of the clder, the E1l'i‘.'1'1. the j\'_\'. the '||.li'51|']'1'}'_, the ]l]ttm,
the apple, the pear, cherries, strawberries, figs, and peas.

Its note, which is heard up o _"'H:I_!.fue-.l. 15 l:'."{illl;'-:lll,‘l}'
sweet, rich, and flute-like. It i1s one of those specics
which, as the Psalinist says, “sing among the branches.”
Its voice is mostly uttered from the depth of some shady
recess, but sometimes also {from the top of a moderate-
sized tree.  Some of the notes are low and rulll, others loud
and elear, and the harmony of the whole falls with o most
]}||-.-.-:|:*_'; cadence on the ear of the listener. It 1s heard
[',uuu'_]]um-'. the greater part of the :1:1_‘.'.

The nest 15 made of E00sC-ETilss, and other TrisSs0H,
slraws, .||.|Lt h!ll:l].l I'llll\l"'. ltlj\l_'l[ hll]lll'!illl"h '“-j1|L ik hllt:l]i
|U1.|I|Ii’_‘.‘ of moss, and lined with a little wool or horse-
hair, and fine fibres of lrl:mf‘-. It 1s attached to the
branches with spider-cots and the cocoons of chrysalides.
It is generally placed between the branches of some
low black-thorn, white-thorn, or other bush, not far from
the ground, as also at times on the ground among the
taller wild plants. 1t is rather loosely constructed.  Oune
is said to have been found in an open ficld among some
tares, and another has been taken in o row of peasina
garden by Mr. Yarrell. My, Jesse mentions his having
found onc three times in succession among the “lvy
green' against a-wall. It is not very carefully concealed.

The eggs, four or five in number, of a dull yellowish
grey, or pale purple brown, spotted and blotted with
darker markings of the latter colour.  James Dalton, Esq.,

of Warcester College, Oxford, has obligingly forwarded
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me a specimen from the beantiful gardens of that College,
where it used to my knowledge to be an annual visitant.

Both male and female are believed to take their turn on
the nest. T'wo broods are commonly reared in the season.

Male; weight, somewhat above five drachms; |u11gth,
about six inches; bill, dusky brown. the base and
edges of the lower mandible yellow, the inside of the
mouth orange; iris, dark brown—a small space round
it is whitish. Head on the sides, puh: brownish: on the
crown, the neck on the back, and the nape, light greyish
brown, with a faint tinge of olive: the meck on the
sides is brownish grey; chin and throat, yellowish
white, the lower part of the latter and upper part of
the breast tinged with reddish brown, as are the sides,
the remainder yellowish white, almost white below.
The wings, which extend to the width of nine inches,
are broad and rather pointed; the first feather is ex-
tremely short, being only a filth of the length of the
second, which is as long as the fourth, and shorter than
the third, which is the longest in the wing; primaries,
secondaries, and tertiaries, light dusky brown, slightly
margined with olive; greater and lesser under wing
coverts, of a fine buff yellow. 'lail, straight, the feathers
narrow, and dusky brown in colour; under tail coverts,
pale greyish brown, the margins white. Toes and
claws, greyish brown.

The female closely resembles the male both in size
and appearance, but is lighter in colour on the upper
part, and more uniformly greyish brown beneath.

The young, when fledged, resemble the old birds, but
the space about the eyes is greyish white. The breast
15 more tinged with yellow; back, of a richer yellowish
brown tint. Greater and lesser under wing coverts,
pure vellow. 'Toes and claws, yellowish brown.







WHITETHROAT,
COMMON WHITETIUROAT. MUGGY, NETTLE-CREEPER.

Ppxxaxt. JENY NS,
Moxmaau. DBrwick:
Fresmixa.

Grovnm,

erea—Umercons—nash -coloured

Tiis appears o be the commonest of the Warblers
that are summer visitors to this country.

[n Euarope it is known likewise in Denmark, Sweden,
Rlussia, Norway, and the more temperate parts of Siberia;
Germany, Holland, France, Spain, Italy, and .Sardinia.
In Asia it has also been noticed, in Asia Minor.

[t 1s to be seen in every county of England, from
Kent and Sussex to Cornwall and Durham and North-
umberland. In Yorkshire it is common, but is less
numerous farther north.

In Scotland it has been seen in Sutherlandshire and
Argyleshire, and indeed in most of the sheltered valleys
of the north: and in Ireland is also a periodical visitant.

In Orkney one was shot in Sanday, by the late
William Strang, Esq., the 27th. of May, 1850.

[t frequents hedges principally, as also the outskirts
of plantations and borders of woods, g;il'i_ll.']]:i and whin

covers, thickets and any brushwood, as well on low as

on higher ground. In summer, when the young are
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able to fly, their parents often bring them into gardens,
where they do some mischief among the fruit.

About the third week in April, or a little later, is
the period of its appearance among us, arriving in
Scotland sometimes not before the 10th. of May. The
males come over about ten or twelve days before the
females. They leave again about the end of September.
One was noticed in Scotland by Mr. Weir on the 10th.
of September. In Ireland they usually arrive the
beginning of May, but sometimes earlier, Mr. Thompson,
of Belfast, heard one near there on the 23rd. of April,
1842, and andther was observed at Cromac on the 24th.
of April, 1856; one near Carricfergus on the 21st. of
April.  TIts earliest arrival noted in the county of Wexford
was the lst. of May, and the latest the 21st. of August;
but one was scen near Belfast on the 15th. of September,
1837, and one was shot in December, 1843, at Raheny,
near Dublin, by Mr. R. J. Montgomery.

They are very lively and active in their habits, and
somewat, t]!'-m;h not very, E.h:l.', 5I;utt|[::g away into
their cover on any alarm: more than two are mot scen
together. They are easily kept in confinement, but are
said to grow less and less familiar as they get older,
even if reared from the nest. They delight to mob cats
if they make their appearance, and keep up the note of
alarm until they have retreated. Meyer mentions one
which, no doubt to attract him from its nest, which was
near, threw itself down the side of a bank, and then
struggled and shuflled along, keeping itself just out of
reach, until it finally flew away.

Caterpillars, small beetles and other winged insects,
and the smaller fruits and berries—ecurrants, raspberries,
gooseberries, elderberries, cherries, and other such—
compose their food. The former as well as the latter
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are sought among shrubs, bushes, and plants, and also
at times pursued in the air. Sand and other stony
particles are found in considerable quantity in the
rizzard, to aid the digestion of the food.

The song of this species, which is heard immediately
after its arrival, i1s quick and hurried: some of the notes,
which are few, and therefore often repe ited, are sweet
and pleasing, though others are perhaps rather harsh.
While singing lustily the throat is distended, the crest
rather raised, which indeed is done at all times when
the bird is excited, and the wings and the tail frequently
shaken. Sometimes it sings in the air, hover ing in an odd
sort of fickering manner, occasionally poising itself, or
even rising in a fitful fanciful way over and around the
bush or tree from which it has arisen, and into which
it again descends, or flitting to some neighbouring tree,
from whence again it frequently returns; it also sings
at times when flying from bush to bush. Its alarm
note has been likened to the syllable *shurr,’ and the
call note to ‘hwed, hwed;” a common ‘cha, cha, cha' is
also very fi quent when it is in some secluded shelter,
but 1s left off when disturbed. Mr. Jesse BUYS that he
has noticed that it imitates the notes of the Swallow
and the .";in.n'rmr, and has also observed that the imitative
notes are always the commencement of the song. The
Whitethroat -hL'HJ']:h to n.:.rl_'__{ al |'ilJ']:r' L];Lwn_, and 1s often
heard at mid-day, and till the dusk of the evening. “If
you be walking,” says Mr. Weir, “along a hedge in
the L'.'HF}' h'l-'i[i_;.j]lh the little creature i1s sure to come
up, announcing its presence by its song, and flitting in
advance for perhaps a long way. One worning in July,
1835, when approaching Edinburgh, alter walking all
night from Glasgow, I encountered several Whitethroats

in this manner, some of which uccompanied or preceded
¥l II1
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me several hundred yards, although I could not sce one
of them.” “Althongh it allows a person to approach
very near, it flits incessantly and with extreme agility
among the twigs, and if pursued, gencrally keeps on

a7y

the other side of the hedge, flies off to a short distance,
emits its song, sometimes while on wing, more I‘ru_-qui‘ull}'
the moment it alichts, then glides along, takes flight
again, sings, and so continues for a long time. If youn
follow it to a distance, it often returns in the same
manner.”” The song ceases about the middle of July.
The objurgatory note, if the nest be approached, is a
sort of ‘churr.’

The nest, thin in width and loosely compacted, though
still elastic and not flimsy, is placed near the ground,
not more than two or three feet above it, in a low
]mdgn, or sometimes in a h:':l.ll'nblt‘_. furzr.-, 5]11(:, wild rose,
or other bush, as also frequently among nettles or other
tall weeds or herbaceous plants on the ground, or beside
a bank; Mr. Jesse mentions one which built in a vine
close to a window. It is for the most part a “straw-
built shed,” composed chiefly of dried stalks of grasses,
though other plants are occasionally used, and lined
with finer portions of the same, and a good deal of
hair of various kinds, with which it is often, though
not always, thickly woven on the inside, which gives
it accordingly meore or less consistency. The same
silun!iﬁn is frequently resorted to year after year; a
trifling disturbance will cause the owner to desert it
before the eggs are laid, but the reverse is the case
afterwards: much care is not taken in its concealment.
The young quit the nest c-url_'l.', even belore [In:-:; are
fully able to fly, if alarmed for their safety. T'wo broods,
and not uncommonly three, are reared in the season; in
the south of Scotland, however, the first nest is seldom
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completed before the end of May. The bird has been
known to build eclose to a 51111||E:' road, and in the
ir|1r||!-<]f:1!|' t'it‘i.nifj.' alsa of an ||t'|"1l[~itw1 |1k\'l']1'il|'_:-]|m]-'-:".

The egx

wroa, four or five in number, are of n creenish
white ground colour, with spots and speckles of greenish
grey and brownish grey.

AMale; weight, about fonr drachms; length, fram about
five inches and a half to ||~'.Ll|i_\' six inches: hill, blnish
brown; the base of the under mandible yellowish brown,
and . the corners of the mouth :\':'|.|1‘|‘|\'irwll. green; hetween
it and the eye is a tinge of grey; iris, bronze yellow;
eyelids, olive brown; over the eye is a streak of }'r-Hu'-'-'i.-:h
whir:'. ”1:11] on the Crowi, slate Ercy, u.'ith i lirll_::: uI.'
brown; neck on the sides, pale brownish grey; on the
back and nape, lighter greyish brown than the head;
chin and throat, Hi]'-'n-:'}' white; the latter has the feathers
somewhat ]1I1H'-'|i out, as when it is inflated in Fil!':'_fiﬂ_'_{‘.
breast above, pale dull white, tinged with rose-colour,
and on the sides shaded off to yellowish white, and into
greyish white below; back, reddish brown, but tinged
with olive on its lower part.

The wings, which extend to within an inch and a
half of the end of the tail, and expand to the width of
1i;]1l‘. inches and a half, have the first {eather 1'\Tr1':|ur_'|.}'
short, the second and third of equal length, and the
longest in the wing; the ecdge of the outer quill is
white; underneath, they are ;_;r'i'_'».': areater and lesser
wing coverts, reddish brown; primaries, pale brown,
narrowly edged, and the secondaries and tertiaries also
pale brown, broadly edged with brighter chesnut than
the former. The taill somewhat rounded, the feathers
being graduated and slightly decreasing in length from

the middle to the side ones, is brown, the margins

lighter coloured, the outer feather on each side dull
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white over the greater portion, or even the whole of
the outer web, and often a portion of the inner; the
next two feathers are I!ipimd with the same; umh':'nunth,
the tail is grey; upper tail coverts, inclining to olive
brown; under tail coverts, pale brownish white, with a
tinge of faint rose red. Legs, pale rust-coloured brown;
toes, rather darker, with more of an olive tinge; the
claws, dusky brown.

The female 1s of duller hue altogether, and 1s 1||:.u'1}'
without the rose tint on the breast.

The young, when Jiul[guL have the bill less J.Eu-_-..k}'
than in the old birds, and there is a lighl, space between
it and the eye; the breast is greyish white, tinged with
brown; the back and all the upper parts are of a uniform
reddisk brown; the quill feathers more broadly margined
with light red; the side tail feathers reddish white; the
shafts l.lll:'k}‘.

Mr. Macgillivray writes, “Individuals shot in Alay
vary little in their colours, and are generally in full
plumage, with the tips and edges of the feathers entire.
It is therefore certain that this species moults in its
southern residence. Individuals, however, occur in which
some of the old feathers remain. I have before me, on
the 25th. of May, 1837, two specimens recently shot.
In the female the plumage is all new and perfect; the
tail cmlsideruh].:r rounded, the two middle feathers bcing
lﬂngest, the lateral thrf:L:-i:ighths of an inch shorter;
while the male, although otherwise fresh, has one of the
middle tail feathers quite ragged, half of the outer web
being worn off, and the other middle feather growing,
and shorter than the lateral, both which are also unre-
newed; the wings and the rest of the plumage are
perfect. As the season advances, the colours fade, and
the feathers are more or less worn; the upper parts
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assume a greyver tint, and the lower a more dusky hue,

the reddish colour on the fore-neck becoming more

'-"lll'-lhl('l.i'..lttH: |,|l|.' ]'l'[s 1':1'_:]”'_1.\ L1l rhl' I.il:,i_”"- ire I-~||||'il:'|i.'lll.t_':-i

almost uE-]L[rJ.Ltl'll, and the head is much darker.

.I.II.

Speclmens shot Jul}', the tall feathers are often in a

~]||_1_{1:|l.u]_\,' I:I'_::.:'."'] t‘--::n]i.';i:lu.. Csped ;..LH}' the two middle
and the lateral.”
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.‘v':,.-fr-r}r £ fered e, l'; AN ANT. ."'-El'f\ TAGT
Sylvia dumretornn Larmasm
Splein eurri ' Trasamxe
Wotaeitla [axxxrs
Wotoeilla [ Bewick
Wolaeill: ¢ FMELIN
Curriea sylviella Fremixa,
Clitririten g ! GovLe
Sylein—Sylva—A wouol, Sylviclla—A diminutive of Sylea

Tue Rev. John Li_-;'z;?r'n-:r. was the first discoverer of
this as a British species, having met with it near
Bulstrode, in Buckinghamshire.

On the Continent this plain-plumaged but beautiful
little bird is met with from south to north, as far as
Sweden, from Spain and Italy, but migratory in all.
In Asia also it has been noticed, in the Iast [ndies.

The Lesser Whitethroat 15 found thronczhout the
southern and eastern counties of England, and becomes

more rare to the westward and northward. In Yorkshire

it is not an unusual species in the neighbourhood of

Thirsk, as Mr. Swarbreck writes me word; also near
Halifax, Doncaster, Huddersfield, Hebden-Bridge, Shef-
field, and York: near Dridlington it is seldom seen,
and then only in spring and autumn, and is not known
to breed there. In Cumberland one was shot by Mr.

J. Barnes, at Rose Hill, near Carlisle, in the summer
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of 1849. In Devonshire one was shot at Mautley, record-
ed l!.l_'l.' R. A, Julian, l.l""l"- Janior, in ““The Naturalist,”
volume i., page 87; it occurs also in other parts. In”
Cornwall two were seen near Budoek Chureh, Mareh
14th,, 1848, as mentioned by Mr. Cocks, page (3. In
l."‘illl|h:'i:]._-_{|-~.];i|-' it 15 {ar from uncommon. In |]:-11-}'ﬁ]1't|‘1'
it is common, and in Surrey is extremely plentiful. It
15 found in Durham, Wiltshire, [i.nu]1.-]|i.1':', Somerset-
shire, Gloucestershire, Suffolk, Norfolk, Bucks., Lincoln-
shire, and Northumberland.

In Wales it is rare.

In Scotland it has been noticed near Edinburgh,
where, however, it is extremely rare; as also at Mussel-
burgh, and in Haddingtonshire and Ayrshire; also
about Paisley, in Renfrewshire; and more commonly,
it 15 said, at Hamilton, in Lanarkshire.

[t has not yet been met with in Tre land or in I-}rlnn-}'.

This bird fre quents gardens, hedges, copses, shrab-
beries, and thickets, l.'.'-]l"l.'iil“:n.' the first-named if ;1||:a:'ri.'1]1_;5
il:l.l]lll.'! shelter. [t is not lu'.llln'qm.'lltf}' Lo lll".!-l'l'H in
trees, where, perched on some open branch, with its
plumage puffed out, its snow-white breast is an object of
observation, It is at times to be observed on cOmmons,
but only where there are trees.

It arrives here about thg middle or the latter part of
."L]Il'il.. but sometimes earlier, for Mr. Edward |;1|:,'|:'|1 has
taken the nest on the 23rd. It reaches Scotland about
the 10th. of May; and even in England is occasionally as
late as the beginning of that month. Some few remain
till the first week in October, but the greater number
tuke their departure in September.

In its habits it appears shy and retiring, but is also

noisy, volatile, cheerful, spirited, and restless, so that

it is the more frequently under observation, but [.L-;-Inir;
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especially close if approached, when it utters its alarm
note, in the midst of the tangled underwood, where it
builds, through the interstices of which it threads its
way with extreme readiness. It is of a pugnacious
anl ]u"IuTnnt ﬂia-'pnsi[inn, nttncking and driving away
other birds of larger size than itself. It is able to be
kept in confinement. It may be scen sometimes cross-
ing a field, or flying from one tree to another in a
ﬂultcl':ihg lmﬂtf‘:ld}‘ sort of manner, and in any way
but “as the crow flies,” uttering its monotonous cry
all along.

Insccts of different kinds and their larve are their
ordinary food, and the winged kinds are sometimes taken
in the air, while the others are n.&iirtumié]}‘ Eu:l-ug]]t
after among the leaves and branches. They make sad
havoc in gardens among such fruits and vegetables as
currants, cherries, raspberries, and peas; but the evil
is abundantly recompensed by the wvast quantity of
aphides and injurious insects which they otherwise
ﬂcslruy.

The song is short and of small compass, being with-
out any very great variety, and the ordinary note
somewhat harsh, in the estimation of most; at times,
however, a faint and low inward warble is ‘audible,
often continued, almost without any cessation, for sevetal
minutes. The song generally ends with the harsher
shake, which is loud and shrill. It is usually uttered
from the depth of the brake or cover, though occasionally
from the summit of a bush or branch of a tree, and
also on the wing. It is heard till nearly the end of July.
A fsip, sip, sip’ is frequently introduced; the common
note, however, is the only one that is heard on the wing,
unless when the bird is immediately about to alight, and
then the pleasing warble just now spoken of is sometimes
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to be heard: a low gurgling sound is on some occasions
emitted also by this bird.

The nest, which is begun about three weeks after
the arrival of the birds, is of slight construction, and
15 made of i]l_'l.' Erass and a little erral, ar moss but
rarely, lined with small fibres, roots, and hairs; it is
rather looscly interwoven, and is bound together with
spiders’ webs and such like materials. It is somelimes
placed among the herbage on a bank, as well as in the
lower part of a hedge, or in some low shrub—a nut
tree, gooseberry bush, black-thorn, broom, woodbine,
and among briers and brambles, generally at a height,
in the latter, of about four or five feet from the :—_-Tl'uunt]r
but sometimes as much as six, seven, eight, or even ten.

The eggs are of a greenish white ecolour, spotted,
most numerously at the larger end, and sometimes in the
way of a zone, with small dots and patches of brown
and light grey. James Dalton, IEsq., of Worcester
College, Oxford, has forwarded me a specimen for the
use of this work,

Incubation lasts from twelve to fourteen :];1:.'::., com-
mencing about the 20th. of May. 'I'wo, and sometimes
even possibly three, broods are reared in the season.

The young birds in their nestling plumage nearly
resemble the old ones, but the colour of the head and
the back are more uniform.

Male; length, five inches and a quarter; bill, brownish
]sliu‘]{: the base of T.ht‘ ]0“‘1_1' ||1.'|.t|r'|;i|:_|]1'1 1r|:uw||i-h }'l'””\\';
iris, yellowish white; it is said to become whiter with
age, and in some specimens to be perfectly white.
Head on the crown, brownish grey, darker than the

back; neck and nape, brownish grey; chin, throat, and

breast, white, the latter tinged with red, the sides
brownish or yellowish grey, but all with a shade of

¥oL. 101, im
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pink; back, brownish grey, inclining to pale yellowish
brown on its lower part.

The wings extend to the width of eight inches; the
quills are eighteen in number; the first is very short,
the second rather shorter than the third, which and
the fourth are of mearly equal length, and at the same
time the longest in the wings» underneath, the wings
are grey; greater and lesser wing coverts, widely
edged with yellowish brown; primaries, secondaries, and
tertiaries, blackish brown, edged with greyish or
yellowish brown, the latter the most widely so. The
tail, rather long, blackish brown, the outer feather on
each side with an oblique longitudinal band of greyish
white extending over the outer half of the inner web
and the whole of the ounter one; the tips of the next
three feathers are also whitish; underneath, the tail is
grey. Lc:__:f-, toes, and claws, bluish grey.

The female is slightly smaller; she resembles the male
in appearance, but the sides of the head are paler in
colour, the erown, the neck on the back, and nape
have the grey tingc—{l with brown, the back and upper
parts more tinged with yellowish brown, and the breast
with grey.

In the young the eve is dark eoloured.

_.45_\__







WOOD WARBLER.

YELLOW WARBLEKR. WOOD WHEN.
LARGER WILLOW WREN., YELLOW WILLOW WREN.

GREEN WHREN. »

Sylvia sylvicola, PexxasT.
Motacilla trochilus, Brwick.
Sylvia silbilatriz. SELBY.
Curruce sibilutriz, FLEsMIxG.
Regulus non-cristalus major, WiLLvansy,

Sylvia. Syloa—A wood.  Syleiesla—An inhabitant of woods.
Sylva—A wood,  Coela—To inhabit,

Tuis little bird is also a native of Europe, being met
with from Germany, Holland, and France, to Sweden.
It is not however anywhere very plentiful.

It passes the winter in Asia and Africa, Egypt, and
other morthern parts.

It is not uncommon in most of the southern counties,
as far west as Devonshire, and Montagu says Cornwall;
also in Suffolk, Norfolk, Derbyshire, Durham, and
Northumberland. In Cambridgeshire it is said to be
more tare. It advances some way into Scotland, and is
found also in Wales.

It betakes itself to woods and plantations, preferring
those of larger size to smaller thickets, and gardens,
frequenting those where ancient trees flourish—the wide-
spreading beach, and the noble oak, the graceful birch,
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and the stately pine, “fit for the mast of some great
ammiral.”

The Weood Warbler arrives at periods varying from
the latter end of April to the early part of May. The
males precede the females by a week or ten days.

In its habits it is the reverse of shy, often admitting
of a very close approach, and when engaged with its
nest is very bold. It is at the same time lively and
restless, and its Jnovements are quick, dexterous, and
facile in ghiding over and among the branches in quest
of its prey. It 1s |;::::*|;.' and unsociable as to any
intercourse with its fellows. It frequents trees for the
most part, even those of large size.

Its flight is rapid and undulating.

Their food is composed of insects and their larve,
the former being sometimes captured on the wing, and
both sought for as well among the branches and foliage
of trees. Mr. Weir has seen one dart against a large
humble bee with an audible blow, and the inseet having
fallen towards the ground, repeat the attack.

The "song, uttered from a twig, or the very top of
the tallest tree, 1s, thw.l.r__:h Si.TIl[}]'L‘, very sweet and
beautiful. It is at first rather slow, but afterwards
becomes more hurried, and is accompanied by a curions
shaking of the wings, and a slight upward movement
of the.tail: when the bird frst arrives, it is kept up
nearly throughout the day. It resembles the syllables
‘twee, twee, twee,! and is continued at intervals till
about the middle of September, the time of its leaving.
It may be heard a very long way off. “It scems not
without considerable cxertion that these sounds are
uttered, as the little singer may be seen with its throat
inflated, the feathers of the head and neck ereet, the

wings drooping, and the little beak directed upwards
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and vibrating with the jarring expression of the notes
thus disengaged.” The note is sometimes uttered while
the bird is on the wing from place to place, as also
when descending from the spray from .which it had
arisen. They have also a sibilous trill, from whence
one of the hi:ll_'l'_‘i.ﬁ{' names—a “tzit, tzit;’ and during the
time they are engaged with their young, when the song
is intermitted, & dull and plaining sort of eall—a mournful
‘tweet.’

The nest, which is domed, and of an oval shape,
ull_‘:vm-l}-, but not ﬂlif.:]isj‘, interwoven, 1s almost always
placed on the ground, among herbage in woods, the
entrance being through a small hole in the side. Itis
made of grasses, leaves, and moss, lined with the finer
parts of the first and hair. [t is well coneealed, and
is usually to be found on the side of some slope, where
the sun's rays gaining transitory admittance through the
boughs above encourage the vegetation, and dispel the
dank and humid atmosphere which otherwisc would
prevail in such a place. Mr. Sweet says that he has
often found the nest on the stump of a tree.

The eggs six, or more commonly seven in number,
are of a white ground colour, thickly spotted and
speckled all over with dark purple, red, and grey,
forming a mass at the larger end. Some are, however,
much® less marked than others.

Male; length, five inches and nearly a quarter; bill,
blackish brown, but lighter in colour along the edges,
the upper mandible the darkest, the lower one more of
a brownish yellow, the inside of the mouth is orange
yellow; a streak of bright yellow passes from the base
of the lower mandible over the eye; under it, before
and behind the eye, is a brown line. lris, rich dark

brown, eyelids, pale yellow; head on the sides, yellow,

L 8
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tinged with brown and green; on the crown, neck on
the back, and nape, olive green, tinged with yellow.
Chin, throat, and breast, yellow, the latter on the lower
part, white; back, olive green, tinged with yellow.

The wings, when closed, reach over three-fourths of
the length of the tail, extending to the width of eight
inches and three-quarters; the first feather is short, the
third the longest in the wing; underneath the wings
are grey; greater and lesser wing coverts, greyish brown,
edged on the outside webs with yellowish green. Pri-
maries and secondaries, greyish brown, each feather with
a narrow outer edge of bright yellowish green, excepting
the two first, with faint brownish white; tertiaries,
greyish brown, with a broader edge of yellowish white;
greater and lesser under wing coverts, greyish brown,
margined with pale yellow. The tail, greyish brown,
the outer c{]gt::-' of the feathers :l.'u[lm\'_. Excc;}[illf_; the
side ones, which are edged with pale brown; the middle
pair are rather shorter than the others, making it slightly
forked; underneath it is grey; upper tail coverts, olive
green, and very long; under tail coverts, white, also
very long. Legs, toes, and claws, brown.

The female closely resembles the male, both in size
and appearance, but the dark eye streak is not so
distinetly defined.

As the season advances, the yellow edgings of the
wings and tail gradually disappear, and the breast be-

comes of a purer white.

The young, which are completely Hledged at the end
of June, or beginning of July, when fully grown,
resemble their parents in appearance, but the colours
are less distinct and of a lighter tint. Their moult
does not take place during their stay in this country.

Mr. }Iut‘gillivrd}' says, I have not observed any other
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variations than those dependant upon the wearing of the
plumage, and the fading of the tints. The above
descriptions are from individuals in perfect plumage,
not in the smallest degree worn, obtained in May.
}Icm_\' individuals arrive in that state, and must therefore
have moulted in their winter residence, while in others
the quills and tail are more or less worn. ‘l'owards the
end of summer, the colour of the upper parts of the
male 1s j.'r-]lm'.'i-s!l brown, Lill'__;r_':l with grey; the wings
and tail, wood-brown; the lower parts nearly pure white.
By the middle of June the female is of a nearly uniform
grevish brown above, and the yellow on the fore neck
is almost obliterated. The new plumage is completed
by the end of September.”

This species was first noticed as a British one by

Myr. Lamb, in the “Linnzan ‘'ransactions.”
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YELLOW WARHBLER. WILLOW WREN. HUCK-MUCK.

Syleia trochilus, Pexxaxt. Serpy. JENYNS
Waolaerlla irochilus, Moxtacr., lLaxxzvs,
Motaerlla aere fulir, LaxxxUs. '
Regulus frockilus, Fremixa.
Sylvia, Splea—A wood. Trockilus—"A little bird called
a Wren"”

Ix Europe, the bird before us is common in Spain,
France, and Italy, and also visits Russia, Norway, and
itz islands even within the arctic cirele, Sweden, Fin-
land, Denmark, and other parts. In Asia it has dlso
been observed in Persia, by my friend Mr. Strickland,
and Mr., Gould has received specimens frem India.
Mever says that it is common also in North America.

In this country it is plentiful in the southern and
eastern counties—Kent, Sussex, Hants., Wilts., Dorset,
Devon, Cornwall, Essex, Suffolk, Norfolk, Derbyshire,
Durham, and Northumberland: in Cornwall it 1s rare.
[n Yorkshire it is very abundant near Sowerby and
Thirsk, as Edward D. Swarbreck, Esq. informs me.

[t occurs also in Scotland, even in the extremity of
the mainland, plentifully in Sutherlandshire, about
Tongue and Loch Assynt, Laing and Loch Naver,
Leith Water, Currie, Slateford, Edinburgh, and the
Pentland Hills. In Ireland also, throughout the island,
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even in the extreme west, from south to north—from
|‘:L:I'I']..' to Donegal.

In Orknpey it is noted as having been observed at
Clestron, in Orphir, during spring; it appeared in the
neighbourhood of Ellsness, in April, 1825; and one
was killed by Mr. Strang, May 20th.,, 1839. Another
was seen in a plantation at Muddisdale, near Kirkwall,
June 2nd., 1847,

This bird frequents the hedges of meadows, especially
those, if there be any such now left, that have not
been laid low by the pruner’s hook, and that both on
hill and plain alike, as also the borders of streams, the
nurseries of the alder, the hazel, the birch, and the
withy, orchards, woods, brakes, plantations, thickets,
furze covers, gardens, brambles, bushes, and trees,
seeming to have a preference for osicrs and willows,
and hence its name. It is pleasant indeed to watch it
in the autumn, when the greater numbers are to be scen,
cliding and shifting about among the branches of fruit
trees and bushes, now hopping here, now frisking there,
as if seeming to think that its diminutive size or con-
scious innocence was a guarantee for its safe security
from molestation or injury. The female shews great
attachment to her young, and though taken off the
nest, has been known to return to it on being set at
liberty.

One of our earliest sylvan visitants, its arrival in this
country is gencrally the second week in April, but
sometimes so soon as the end of March, and its departure
the second week in September, or the beginning of
October: Mr. Thompson, of Delfast, has heard it sing
on the 24th. of the former month, as also so late as
the 10th. of the latter. In Scotland it does not arrive
till the third or last week in September. They

voL. I, 1
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would seem to come over in small flocks: the males
before the females,

This species also is easily tamed and reconciled to
captivity. Mr. Hewitson mentions one which he captured
at night, and which in the morning shewed no wish to
fly away, but hopped about on the table, picking up
the flies which he placed for its breakfast. Another,
taken from the nest and Isi.:u: din a cage, '111}111{*1][:&*:*13.‘
began to eat the insects offered to her. The Willow
Wren is very lively, brisk, and vigorous in all its habits
and actions, moving and flitting quickly from branch
to branch in search of its food; it is of a pugnacious
character, and even the young, when 11IJI.'.'l'::i!'I"___“' for them-
selves in the autumn, will drive away other birds that
intrude upon their neighbourhood. A curious instance
is recorded in the ‘“Field Naturalist” by a lady, of a
nest which she accidentally disturbed and took up, being
still proceeded with, and two eggs laid, and though it
was again disturbed and almost ruined, and the eggs
displaced by a flock of Ducks, on her placing them in
it again and restoring it to something like 1its proper
form, another egg was laid the same day, and four more
the next week. On these the bird sak, and bmﬂght
out seven young ones. When engaged with its young
the Willow Wren suffers a rather near approach, moving
about the brambles near its nest with evident and restless
anxiety. They begin to build about a fortnizht or three
weeks after their arrival,

It flies with rapidity; and in an unduolating manner,
but only ordinarily for a short distance; at times it
betakes itself to the ground, where it is equally quick
and nimble in its movements.

The food of the Willow Warbler consists of flies,
even of large size, gnats, spiders, aphides, and other
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insects, and caterpillars, and for these it naturally resorts
to those situations where they are in the greatest plenty
—woods, plantations, copses, shrubberies, groves, and
thickets, bushes on commons, gardens, and the wooded
banks of the “clear and winding river.” They are
sought for within the buds and beneath the leaves, and
the birds do much service by destroying the creatures
which do so great injury to rose trees and flower-beds.
A snap of the bill may often be heard when an insect
is c:tlaturul on the k\'i.llj_;-

Its song, t]lnu;.;h of not much ‘.’:Ll'if:t}‘, is Iﬂ;l.iutivc,
11]1_11{}1.1;, m[tl, and ]l[u.:.-:ilag, and 1s both uttered at times
on the wing as well as from some high tree. It consists,
says Mr. Macgillivray, of a repetition of the syllable
‘twee,’ ten or more times, the first notes prolonged, the
rest ;:raulu;t”}' f:ll]lill_'__: and hn'{'umiﬂg shorter, It may be
heard at a distance of as much as six hundred yards
or more, and is continued till the middle or end of
July, after which time it begins to wane in strength,
though repeated during fine weather till the last. It
bt:;in:; with the hi;:;h{rht notc, and gt';ulu:l.l]}' gocs luwur,
dwelling on each several tones, in all five whole notes
of music, It is wont ;11-.u, p'.l.riin:;uLu‘!:.' in the u-.u‘l:.'
summer months, to emit a small and rather shrill cheep.
When warbling its sweet and melodious lay, the throat
is somewhat swelled out, and the whole Llut]}' thrills
with the effort. In the autumn it is so low and subdued
that it is almost inandible—a gentle adien on the eve
of its departure, before the inhospitable northern winter
steals on. The note of the young birds is still weaker
than that of the old ones.

The nest, which is very large for the size of the bird,
of an oval but rather flat shape, though it varies in
form probably according to the situation in which it 1s
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placed, 1s built of moss, leaves, or fern, and grass, a
hollow being left in the side for the ingress and egress
of the bird. It is lined with feathers, and with hair,
the former being the inuermost, and is pretty firmly
Enmr.nm::'lr'd. It is pl.wml on the ;_!_':I'-H.HHI. ;_If:tlt,'l‘d“}' in
woods, or among the long grass, brushwood, or weeds
on the bank of some wooded hedge by the outside of
a wood, or the edge of a pathway or open place in
such. One has been met with in the ivy on a wall, and
another in a ficld, several :'n'-'.l"]b from the fence. The
nest is carefully concealed.

The eggs, of a rotund form, but varying much in
size and marks, are {from four to six or seven in number,
and mostly light pinkish white, with numerous small
Spt?ci{.-"- of ]‘I-’:ll? rusty red; some are less !]m:'nu:_:i:l}'
spotted, and some most marked at the larger end, while
others are urll}‘ Siurinr_:]}.‘ dotted ; lhl;'].' are a little
polished: pure white ones have been met with. The
female bird sits very close upon them, and the male
feeds her on the nest, she chattering to him the while,
and he to her, and sometimes takes her ]1111('!: in the
course of the day, while she searches for food.

The young are hatched the end of May or beginning
of June, and are fledged about the middle or end of
that month, or the beginning of July. A sccond brood,
if reared, is abroad by the ‘beginning of August.

AMale: 'ﬁ'ti;!:l,.‘thmit two drachms and !]u'e-r-rilmrlm'::-;
leneth, five inches: bill, {1!1-]{:.' brown; the under man-
dible pale yellowish brown at the base, its edges dusky
orange; those of the upper one paler; iris, dusky brown;
over it is a light-coloured vellow streak, fading off
backwards into white; under the eye is also an obscure
yellow streak: the yellow colours fade with the advance
of summer. Head on the sides, pale olive colour, or




L'

i
E
-
-
7

|
;.

WILLOW WARBLER. 245

greenish grey, with a tinge of yellow; on the crown,
neck on the back, and nape, dull olive green; the neck
on the sides is pale olivaceous, or greenish grey, tinged
with :.,-:-]!.;;1.-.-; chin and throat, ;:rl':.'i-.-]l. white, streaked
with yellow; the latter fades with the advance of summer:
breast, silvery white, with a strong tinge of yellow,
which fades towards the autumn; below, the latter is
nearly white, but tinged with yellow; back, dull pale
olive green, fading into greyish brown later in the
sumincer.

The wings, which expand to the width of seven inches
and three-quarters, have the first quill feather very short,
being only three-quarters of an inch long, the sccond
slightly longer than the sixth, but uot so long as the
fifth, the third, fourth, and fifth nearly equal in length,
and the longest in the wing; the 111151]5 ninecteen in
number: greater and lesser wing coverts, greyish brown,
edged on the outside webs with yellowish green;
primaries, excepting the two first, secondaries, and
tertiaries, darker brown, edged with yellowish green,
the latter the most so; greater and lesser under wing
coverts, bright yellow, some of the feathers extending
over the outer edge. The tail, which 1s rather long,
and of a greyish brown colour, the feathers edged
Dxtcnsi‘wly with }'::Huwish grecn, has the two middle
feathers slightly shorter than the other ones; underneath,
it is greyish brown; it reaches an inch beyond the end
of the wings; upper tail coverts, dull olive green; under
tail coverts, whitish, strongly tinged with yellow. The
legs are very slender and delicate, and, as the toes,
light yellowish brown; claws, brown.

The female is a little larger than the male, and her
colours are not so bright; length, a little over five inches;

the wings cxtend to the width of about eight inches.
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The young bird at first resembles the parent; after
the autammnal moult the whele of the i11l=I1=-"=;_:1.' of . the
under parts becomes more vellow than in the old birds.
The moult takes place as scon as the young are
dismissed, and the new plamage is perfeet by the middle
of September.

Mr. Macgillivray says, “I have not observed any other
remarkable variations than those connected with the
periodical change of plumage. The above descriptions
refer to individuals having their feathers perfect. When
these birds arrive in this country in April, the old
individuals have their plumage considerably worn, in
consequence of which the yellowish green edgings are
diminished, and the yellow tints more or less obliterated.
At the same period, individuals are met with having
the plumage in all respects perfect, and of a much
brighter colour. They most probably are young birds
reared in the sounthern regions during the absence of
the species, or at least young birds of the previous year,
which have been long in moulting. As the season
advances the upper parts become of a mnearly uniform
greyish brown; the yellow tints fade, so that the line

over 1.|i|.l'_' cyc LPL'CDIIIL‘.:' JI'L'i.lT]._‘_h' \"l'].l.i[i_’, s ilUf.".:\" l!]l.: gl'L'ﬂ.T.L‘l'

part of the lower surface.”
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MELODIOUS WILLOW WARBLER.

MELODIOUS WILLOW WREN.

Sylvia hippolais, TEMMINCE.

Sylvia. Sylva—A wood, Hippolais—,..........F

Tre Melodious Willow Warbler appears to be
dispersed throughout the greater part of the FEuropean
continent, being found from the shores of the Mediter-
ranean to Sweden.

F. Plomley, Isq., M.D., F.LS., of Maidstone, in
Kent, recorded in the “Zoologist,” pages 2228-9, the
first occurrence of this bird in DBritain, but only a
“fying visit;” one having been obtained at Eythorne,
near Dover, in that county on the 15th. of June, 1848,
It came into the possession of Mr. Chaffey, of Dodington,
also in Ient, who obligingly drew my attention to it
when I saw his excellently preserved collection.

“Tt is somewhat singular,” says Mr. Gould, writing
before the occurrence of the above-named specimen,
“that this species, so familiar to every naturalist on the
continent, and which inhabits the gardens and hedge-
rows of those portions of the coasts of France and
Holland which are immediately apposite our own, should
not, like the rest of its immediate congeners, more
diminutive in size, and consequently less capable of
performing extéhsive flights, have occasionally strayed
across the Channel, and enlivened our glens and groves
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with its rich and charming song, which is far superior
to that either of the three other species of the group.

“Tts food consists of insects, such as .'.]rl.'-.'u!e.". and other

small kinds, to which are added caterpillars, ete.”

“Those who have not had an opportunity of listening to
the song of this little tenant of the grove, can scarcely
form an idea of its power and melody, in which respects
it is only equalled by those of the DBlack-cap and
Nightingale.”

Mr. Gould also mentions that it bnilds on trees, as
well as at times in shrubs in gardens.

The eges are five in number, of a reddish white
colour, blotted with spots of darker red.

Male; bill, vellowish brown; between it and the eye
15 a small patch of yellow; iris, dark brown; head on
the crown, neck on the back, and nape, greenish ash-
colour; throat and breast, pale yellow; back, greemsh
ash-colour. Primaries, secondaries, and tertiaries, brown,
the edge of each feather being lighter; tail, brown,
the edges of each feather lighter. Legs and toes,
yellowish brown.

W. F. Wratislaw Bird, Esq., to whom this work is
much indebted for valuable information and assistance,
always accorded in the most ready, handsome, and
courteous manner, and in the true spirit of the love
of science, has forwarded a foreign skin of this species,

from which the p]uti: has been coloured.
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CHIFF CHAFF.

LESSER PETTYCHAPS., LEAST WILLOW WREN.

Sylvia rufi, TeumixcK.
Wotacilla hippolais, Mostaco,
Sylvia hippolais, Larmay, Jexvxs, Seney.
Sylvia—Sylva—A wood. Hippolais—"A bird ealled

the Hedge Sparrow."

Tuis diminutive bird extends in its Furopean range
as far as Norway in the summer, rcmaining through
the winter in some of the southern parts of the
Continent. It is common in France, Germany, and
Italy, and especially in Iolland, and has been observed
also in Asia Minor. Specimens killed in the more
southern parts are said to have the yellow tints much
more brilliant than those obtained farther north.

It is met with throughout England, from Sussex,
Fssex, Suffolk, Norfolk, Derbyshire, and Worcestershire,
to Cornwall, Westmoreland, Durham, and Northumber-
land. In Yorkshire it is common enough in most
parts, but appears to be rather scarce in the neighbour-
hood of Halifax, Iluddersfield, and Hebden-Bridge.
Near Falmouth it is uncommon: Mr. May shot one
on the 12th. of December, 1849, and on the 22nd. of
the same month another was killed at Swanpoel, by
Mr. Williams, and several were seen near Penzance

in February, 1852. In Devonshire it is very common.
Tof. 1L 1=
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It has been noticed also in various parts of Scotland,
especially in the TLothians: in the neighbourhood of
Edinburgh Mr. Macgillivray says that 1t 1s very rare.

It occasionally visits Orkney during summer, but is
not known to breed there: one was killed in Sanday,
by William Strang, Esq., in November, 1850.

It oceurs in Wales also, and in Treland in certain
localities from north to south; m a few places near
Belfast, in the counties of Down and Antrim, and near
Cushendall, to the north of the latter; and in the park of
Shane’s Castle and about Bryansford and Rostrever, in the
former; in the county of Dublin, at Glasnevin and the
Phenix Park: near Clonmel, Clogheen, and Waterford ;
Castle Warren and Glengariff, in the county of Cork;
and has once been obtained near Tralee, in Kerry.

It inhabits groves, woods, f'r\u]1[1|]r‘r-=f beds of reeds,
gardens, the sides of small streams where trees grow,
such nas, in the Ilatter situations, the alder and the
aspen, and in the former th
birch. Among these it may be seen in the early vernal

e oak, the fir, and the

scason, in sheltered places, searching among the boughs
and branches for its food, and emitting at intervals
its shrill note.

This is one of the earliest of our summer, or rather
of our spring visitants, arriving here the end of March,
or the beginning of April. Some have been seen, by
Montagu, so early as the 12th. and the 14th. of the
former month, and scveral by the 20th. Ie also once
saw one about Christmas, in 1802: near Swansca it has
been heard on the 30th. of Januarv. In Devonshire
it arrived in the year 1851 on March 21st., 1848 on
March 23rd., and in 1849 on March 15th.,, and com-
monly is seen or heard from the 25th. to the 20th.;
one was shot near Torquay on the 10th. of January,

B

.f.:{
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1851. In I<ent, it has been known on the 24th., in
the yeur I"'n-:i_. and in ”:H.]flll‘tl.\hll]':', ]:}' ':_IIL'EH':_"'U B.
Clarke, Esq., on the 20nd. of that month, in 18352.
In Oxfordshire on the 25th., by the Revs. A. and
1. Matthews, and in Yorkshire, on the banks of the
Don, near Sproitborough, the seat of Sir Joseph Copley,
Bart., by Peter Inehbald, 1'~.=L;. It leaves us also
late, not till the beginning of October, giving us a
Ir_;un:_:._-]' sliy than most others; some few however have
been known to remain in the southern l.‘u'l!!l'liu.\,, im\'ing
been met with at all seasons of the year; and Mr, Maegil-
livray had one, killed near Newhaven, in January 1836..
It is somewhat wuncertain in its appearance, many
appearing in one year, while not an individuoal 15 to be
seen the next. It 1s very 1:1|.~.-]1:f|:' that these mdividuals
which have been noticed at so early a date 1n the
year, have remained in this country through the winter.
In Ireland, its ecarliest recorded arrival is the 3rd. of
April, and on the Tth. of that month it was seen in
1538 and 15844, and not till the 15th. in 1847, a year
in which the vernal migrants were very late in Iu;thlng
their appearance. One was heard on the 8th. of
:'_-'tL-p':L-lnin::I'.

In the Epring these birds ]ii.'f'Il for the most part
in the same haunt. "They are lively, active, and restless
in their movements, often frequenting trees of lofiy
growth, especially in situations where they are sur-
rounded with tangled vegetation. They display much
anxicty for the safety of their young; if the latter be
taken out of the nest, it is said that the old birds will
hover about, and even come and stand beside and
flutter around them. They are easily captured, and
soon become tame in confinement. Mr. Sweet mentions
one which used to perch on the hand without shewing
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the least symptom of I-t.'il'l‘, and also would tlj.' up to
the ceiling, and bring down a fly in its beak every time. "
Their food consists of small caterpillars, aphides,
small moths, and flies; and the latter they sometimes
catch on the wing: the young are fed with caterpillars,
flies, and other insccts. i
The song, frequently heard overhead from the upper 1'
part of some tall tree, and on one occasion so early i
as the 5th. of February, is melodious and varied. The -
ordinary bitone note is a mere ‘cheep, cheep, cheep, '!.
=
chee,” likencd by some to the syllables ‘chiff-chaft)’
whence the name, and a ‘chiff, chefl, chaff,’ almost fF
a ‘vox et preterea nihil,’ but it comes from the tops of !

the trees with a ringing sound, reminding one of the

faint chime of the distant village church bell; it is A 1
continued even till late in September. The alarm cry i fi
Meyer represents by the word ‘hoo-id;' the note is i
also frequently repeated on the wing. ¥
The nest, which is arched over, is skilfally constructed 14
of wvarious indiscriminate materials, according to the y i
situation it is placed in, fern, moss, leaves, grasses, the :
bark of the birch tree, the shells of chrysalides, wool, and "
the down of flowers, with sometimes feathers and a few |:
hairs for lining for the whole of the interior; it is arched '
over more than half-way, the other portion of the upper 3
half being left open by the side; if the roofing be
removed, even three or four times, the patient little 4
architect will renew it. It is placed on the ground,
generally, bat not always, in the immediate neighbour-
hood of trees, or on a hedge bank, or near a brook, or
on the moss-clad stump of a tree, beneath the shelter '_;.;i‘
of the trailing boughs of some bramble, furze, or other —.
bush, or clod of ecarth. Mr. Henry I)u}llh](:ti.‘l}' has A I

found one at a height of two feet from the ground, 8




11
"H

CHIFF CHAFF. 253

in some fern; and Mr. Hewitson mentions another,
which was built in some ivy against a garden wall, at
a like elevation. Occasionally the nest is placed in a
row of peas, or a bed of ground-growing wild plants.

The eggs, usually seven in mumber, are more than
ordinarily rounded at the larger end, and pointed at
the smaller. They aré hatched in thirteen days: they do
not vary much, and are of a white ground colour, with
very small dots and spots of blackish red or purple
brown, chiefly at the thicker end, which they sometimes
surround in the way of a zone or belt. Mr, Neville
Wood saw a nest which contained five eggs of the
usual colour, and the sixth pure white. The shell is
very thin, and but little polished. The egzs are laid
towards the middle or end of May, and the young birds
are fledged about the middle of June: Liu.-:,r quit the
nest rm']}'.

Incubation lasts thirteen days, and the male oceca-
sionally relieves the female at her post. ‘I'wo broods
are sometimes reared in the season.

Male; weight, nearly thirteen drachms; length, four
inches and a half; bill, dark brown, the edges of both
and the lower one at the base, 1}:1hr }'l.‘“”“"ihh red, the
base beset with bristles; there is a pale yellowish brown
mark over the eye, more or less obscure, and between
the eye and the bill the space is grey: @ narrow circle of
the former colour surrounds the eyes; iris, dusky. Head,
crown, neck on the back, and nape, greenish ash-
colour, or brownish olive, the green almost disappearing
in the building-season; chin, throat, and breast, pale
dull yellowish white, the yellow colour chiefly in indistinet
streaks, and also nearly disappearing in the building-
time; back greenish ash-colour, or brownish olive, the
cdgcs of the feathers p.ﬂur than the remainder.
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The ‘n\'ill;.'-.. which extend to the width of six ir||_~h;-51
have the first quill short, the second a quarter of an
inch shorter than the third, which is of the same length
as the fii'!]r_. and rather ]I'II_‘_{t'l' than the 11:u1‘th_. the former
two being the longest in the wing, and the seventh a
little longer than the second, which in some specimens
does not exceed even the eichth® the under surfuce of
the wings is grey; greater and lesser wing coverts, also
greenish ash-colour or brownish olive, duller in the
summer; primaries, sccondaries, and tertiaries, rather
darker brown, the C{l:_:w- of the last-named rather ]fj_:]LtL'l';
greater and lesser under wing coverts, pale yellow.
The tail, which iz rather ]Hll;_z. is blackish orey, the
feathers bordered with olive green; the side feathers
have whitish edges, and are a little longer than the
middle ones, beneath it is grey; upper tail coverts,
brownish olive; under tail coverts, pale dull brownish
\1.']1i'lv_, [511:_;4_'[1 with }'r-”tm.'. Legs and loes, dark i;"{}wn,
the soles of the latter :'-'L'].EU"-"-'i.-\]l; claws, ]i:_:h[u_'r.

The female cannot be distinguished in appearance
from the male.

The young, in their nestling plumage, are greenish
brown above, and dull yellowish white on the breast,
and mnearly resemble the adult, but the vellow and
green tints are somewhat brighter, the bill, legs, and toes

!'H.I.].L'l' 'ii'lil l."..;'lU'lll'. L
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DARTFORD WARBLER.

FURZE WREN.

Syloia ‘;'I'--!"..-'-".l.-.l'lr-'l‘-'. SCMLEGEL.
Sylvia Darifordiensis, LaTiiasr,
Molaeilla J.-_r'r.-rfrr:'f.-h"]'.i, (GGMBLIN,
AMelizophilus provincialis, SELBY.
Currnca provincialis, FreMixNg.
Sylvia. Sylva—A wood. Provincialis—Provineial.

Ix Spain, Italy, and the south of France this species
is met with.

The earliest specimen noticed in Dritain was obtained
on Bexley Heath, near Dartford, in Kent, in April,
1773, and it thence derived its Anglican name. The
circumstance was first made known by Dr. Latham, and
Pennant recorded it in the “DBritish Zoology™ published
in 1776. Since then the bird has been repeatedly met with
in various parts of the south of England, occurring on
most of the furze-clad commons of Kent, Surrey, and
Middlesex: at Blackheath, Barnes Common, Burwead
Common, St. George's Ilill, Wimbledon Commen,
Wandsworth Common, Godalming, and Shooter’s Hill; in
Devonshire, near Teignmouth, Kingsbridge, and to the
north of Exeter; Truro, Falmouth, and Penzance, in
Cornwall: Alton and Andover, in Hampshire; in Wor-
cestershire; Melton Mowbray, in Leicestershire; the
Downs near Lewes, Sussex, in September, 1850; and
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near Chichester, as A. Fuller, Esq., of Broyle House,
informs me—one in 1852, and five previously. A few
have been known to breed on Cannock Chace, Rugeley,
Staffordshire, by R. W. Hawkins, Esq.; and one has
occurred on the Denes near Yarmouth, Norfolk.

The Dartford Wharbler is exclusively confined to
heaths and commons, the rough cover of such atfording
it the security that it desires.

These birds appear, ‘sans doute,’ to live with us
throughout the year, being seen even in mid-winter,
as well as m the summer.

In their habits they are very shy, concealing them-
selves, on being approached, in the cover on the open
downs and waste places where they dwell, into which
they creep in a quiet but secure manner. They prefer
those places where the furze is very thick, and also
frequent thorn bushes. They are capable of being kept
in confinemerit, and are exceedingly active in all their
movements, -il.“~-‘-|l.1l:li.'l’:l:__f a great T.u‘if:t}' of attitudes,
They shew much anxiety for the 5;1t':_-t}' of their young,
using every art to allure intruders from the spot, almost
suffering themselves to be touched before they move
awav.

They fly with a short jerk, confining, for the most
part, their movements to the bushes, to which they
attach themselves.

Their food consists of flies, grasshoppers, and other
insects, and the former of these are captured on the
wing, sallied after from time to time from the tops of
bushes, the station being again resumed. In confinement
they are also frugiferous.

The note, which has been heard so early as the end
of February, in the year 1830, is described as weak
and shrill, but often repeated, either when the bird is




DARTFORD WARBLER. st

perched on some topmost or outside twig, or when
]Jm.'-'|i:-._; over the bush: it is sometimes continued. for
half-an-hour at a time. The bird has also a common
‘cha, cha, rh:t,‘:m' ‘tscha, tscha, tscha.’

'lI]u' nest, w hich 1s *-I:i.:__'hllf. in its |Js.r.].{|', 15 ]||:|.L:|,_‘11 in a
furze bush, to the stems of which it is attached, at a
height of about twe feet from the ground. It is built
of dry stalks and grass, mixed with bits of the gorse;
the materials are apparently but loosely put together,
though in reality firmly compacted, and have a slight
interweavine of wool.

The eggs are of a whitish grey ground colour,
slightly tinged with green, speckled all over with olive
brown and ash-colour; towards the ]Lll"_ff_'l‘ end  the
markings are more run together, and form a sort of
ZOTE.

Two broods appear to be reared in the year; for
Montazu found the nest and eggs after the middle of
July, and saw another pair of birds at the same time
which had a nest near, the earlier brood being hatched
early in May.

Male; length, five inches or a little over; bill, slender,
and nearly black, 1};1rtif_'u1;u']}' towards the point; the
edzes of the upper mandible are reddish yellow, as is
the base of the lower one; iris, reddish yellow. Ilead
on the sides and crown, neck on the back and nape,
blackish grey; the chin, which is streaked with whitish,
throat, breast, and sides, reddish brown or light reddish
purple, on the lower part the breast is nearly white;
back, blackish grey or brown, partly tinged with olive,
the feathers somewhat hair-like. :

The wings, which are very short, have the first quill
feather the smallest, the second of the same length as
the seventh, the third and the sixth equal, the fourth

¥OL. TH. -4
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and fifth also equal, and the longest; underneath, the
wings are purple grey; greater and lesser wing coverts,
blackish brown, edged with grey; primarics, sccondaries,
and tertiaries, blackish brown, 1.-41;_:-“:] with grey or rusty
olive-colour. The tail, which is long, extending two
inches beyond the closed wings, and cuneciform or
wedge-shaped, is blackish brown, the side feathers, which
are nearly half-an-inch shorter than the middle ones,
tipped and margined with grevish white; underneath, it
is purple grey; upper tail coverts, greyish black; under
tail coverts, reddish I:nrph' grey. L-.‘;.-a and toes, ]i,-_;ht
reddish brown; claws, dusky.

The female resembles the male, but is more tinged
with light brown on the upper parts, and on the lower
is of a lighter rufous; the throat is more streaked with
whitish,

The young are similarly marked; the eye is yellowish.
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WREN.
1'!.!1'-11;”.\? WHEN. KITTY WHREN, JIM PO,
Sylvia troglodyles, PrxxaxT.
Motacilla troglodytes, Moxtiau. Drwick.
Froglodytes vulgaris, TruMmixek.
Troglodyles Furopeis, Cuvign.
j_-uj,.l,f,-,.',,. _‘\'_.l_-.",.,,__"; woodl. '1"'1'.-_-n"--r-l’_a.r-":-.x-—-'l'ln- namsa uf an

ancient race of people, said to live in holes and enves.

Ricmarp Dowpex, Esq.,, Mayor of Cork in the year
1845, will doubtless be rather surprised at sceing, if,
which is perhaps rather problematical, he ever should
see, his name at the head of an article in this “History
of British DBirds,” but I place it there to do him all
due honour for having issued a proclamation during his
mayoralty to forbid, on the score of cruelty, the hunting
of this little bird on St. Stephen’s Day by all the idle
fellows of the country. ‘There are diffeyent traditions as
to the Dt'ig_{iu of this absurd custom,—one dutin; from
the time of the incursions of the Danes, when it is said
that a Wren perched on a drum, and there sang so loud
as to awaken the enemy, who would otherwise have been
slaughtered in their sleep; and the other from such
a recent date as the reign of William LII., when it is
said that the noise of Wrens picking up the crumbs on
a drum-head, in like manner saved his army from being
cut off early in the morning by James 1I.; the result
being to make these birds ever since objects of detes-
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tation to the Jacaobites, and of favonr with the Orangemen.
It is however manifest that these traditions eannotghoth
be true, and I shall therefore take the [if'l':"l_\' of not
believing either of them. Suffice it to say that on the
Saints” day in question, the “Wren Boys™ go about the
hedges- pelting the* unfortunate vietim with sticks and
slones, anil carry it about when 4'.|||-_{]|r. on the top af
a pole in the midst of holly or ivy, singing some
doggrel verses, which begin with

“The Wren, the YWren, the king of all binds,

St. Stephen’s day was ezught in the furze;

We hunted him up, we honied him down,

We hunted him all about the town.” ete., ofe
The whole being an exense for begging, and its con-
sequent debauchery.

ITHL‘r' the [1-.1”-.'\1.'-'511'_( for a contrast, .1r'nl|1 an _-\”U-]-'w:“]
paper, whose editor I mnst likewise do honour to by
naming it—the “Clinton Courant,” though I cannot him,
for the following right-minded sentiment so well put:—

*Leaning 1dly over a fence a few days since, we
noticedd a little ﬂ]ur—}'r'm'—nl:! ‘Lord of the ecreation’
amusing himself in the grass by watching the frolicsome
flight of birds which were playing around him. At
length a beautiful Dob-o-link perched himself upon a
drooping bough of an apple-tree, which extended to

within a few }';Lr:IH of the |ﬂ.‘u:1.' where the urchin sat,

and maintained his pmiT'mn :1|1Tr;1rr-i:1[}' unconscious of

the close proximity of one whom birds usually consider
a dangerous neighbour. The boy seemed astonished at
his impudence, and after regarding him steadily for a
minute or two, obeyving the instinct of his baser part,
he picked up a stone lying at his feet, and was pre-
paring to throw it, steadving himself carefully for a

good aim. The little arm was reached backward without
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alarming the bird, and Bob was within an ace of damage;
whenlo! his throat swelled, and forth eame natare’s plea:
Iiab-o-link ! —a-
no-weet—a-no-weet! I know it—I know itl—a link—

a link—a link—dont throw it!—throw it!—throw it!l—

—fA link—a link—=a l-i-n-k, Bob-o-link

throw it! ete.:—and he did'nt. Slowly the little arm
"-ll]l-il]l-lt to IIIH' ]1:|Il|.|'.|l ]1'|-i1illl1, anil 1]||' 11|'-"|}'[-'1'|I stone
t[1'l‘]1]|-:':1.—'l']|1- minstrel charmed the murderer! We
heard the songster through, and watched his unharmed
flight, as did the boy with a sorrowful countenance,
Anxious to hear an expression of the little fellow’s
feeling, we approached him and enguired, “Why did’nt
you stone him my bov! you might have killed him and
carricd him home.! The poor little fellow looked up
doubtingly, as though he suspected our meaning, and
with an expression, half shame and hall sorrow, he re-
plied, ‘Could’nt cos he sung so!" Who will say that
our nature is W]Ln]]_\' L!.r‘E'l]'Zl'\".'d after that, or aver that

music hath no charms to sooth the savage Lreast?

:lngr']-‘ who sang P:L[ the creation ‘.'l.']|.i-[u_'1'r-:1 to the child’'s
heart. The bird was saved, and God was glorified by
the deed. Dear little boys! don’t stone the birds.™

The Wren is found in Furope as far north as Sweden,
the Ferroe Islands, Ieeland, and “Greenland’s icy
mountains,” as also in the other direction in Spain
and II;lI}‘.

In Asia it has also been noticed, namely, in Asia
Minor by my friend, Mr. Hugh E. Strickland.

In England it is a universal favourite, and plentiful
in most distriets. In Yorkshire it is said to be less
common near Halifax than in other parts. It is known
likewise throughout Ireland, Scotland, Shetland, and
most parts of Orkney.
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It remains with us throughout the year, braving the
rigour of the northern winter, and gencrally without
harm; in scvere scasons, however, if the snow be deep
on the _{:1'uuml. not a few E'lli']']bllh

The Wren is one of our best known and most familiar
birds, frequenting not only lanes and hedges, but gar-
dens close to honses, and sheltering itself in the neigh-
bouring and often ivy-clad outbuildings, several at times
l'lJIJ:-'li[l:,.: m,'_‘.'l_‘ihl'r, and I'n'-:;u::ut!_\' in the old nest, for
warmth's sake, in such places or among heaps of stones,
or the hollows in the roots of old and l"-:*é'i}'f‘l! trees,
in the eold and frosty winter nights. They make, says
William Ogilby, Esq., a prodigious chattering and bustle
before finally settling down for the night, as if contending
which shall get into the warmest and most comfortable
place, and frequently come to the mouth of the hole to
sce that they are unobserved. They may be the family
of the preceding year, and if so it would shew that
the bond of social union continues unbroken till the
following spring. '

They often suffer a near approach, but nevertheless
are casily alarmed, and then quickly steal back into
the concealment which is most congenial to them, or
fly away to some short distance, and then again.
seek the friendly shelter of the hedge or bush, and
retire into their pristine obscurity. These birds may
be kept in confinement. They too shew anxiety about
their young, and the Rev. W. D. Fox communicated to
Mr. Hewitson an account of one which would suffer its
nest to be taken in the hand and examined, remaining
the while quietly seated on its eggs. C. Conway, Esq.
writes in the “Magazine of Natural History,” volume viii.
page 547, of one to which he was attracted L:. its loud

vociferations, which he found to be caused by the
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proximity of a Weasel, its nest doubtless being near,
They are somewhat pugnacions, and have been observed
fighting tozether with much animosity. In the daytime
they may be seen with erect tail, now here, now there,
creeping like a mouse among the branches, They are fond
of seclusion, and are of solitary habits, lu-'m;_; never scen in
flacks, and seldom but in the .ulu'iu_r_: in 1:;1.'“'5, and choosing
sombre, quiet, and lonely places for their tenantship.

Their flight, usually short and near the ground, is
performed in a straight line, with repeated fluttering
of the w'm_j_:.ﬁ.

The young are assiduously attended to by the parent
birds, and fed with insects and their larvie and worms,
the same that they themselves feed on; these, however,
are not their exclusive food, for they make free with
currants in the season.

The note, which is heard throughout the greater
part of the year, but is not so powerful in the winter
months, is very lively, clear, and cheerful, and while
uttering it, the whole body vibrates with the effort, the
bill is raised and opened wide, the throat swelled out,
and the wings drooped. It is generally given forth
from the upper branch of a hedge or bush, and when
it is ended the singer descends from her place in the
orchestra quite. ‘4 lamode.” I was sitting in my breakfast-
room one morning, when [ heard a loud, clear, ringing
note in the garden, whose authorship I could not divine,
nor, on going out to endcavour to do so, detect. The
following morning I heard it again, and this time was
more fortunate. It was that of a Wren! 'T'here he or
she the ‘cantatrice’ stood, pouring forth a volume of
song enough almost to make the very welkin echo it.
I was never more astonished at anything of the kind;
it was so utterly disproportionate to the size of the tiny
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bird. William Thompson, Esq. too says, “On the yard
wall before my window in the country, a Wren once
appeared on the 23rd. of September singing with such
extraordinary loudness as immediately to attract other
birds to the spot. First came a Hedge Sparrow to
buflet it, followed by a male and female Chaflinch, also
with sinister intent, but it maintained its position against
them all, and sang away as ficrcely as ever. A Robin
too alighted beside the songster, but, unlike the others,
did not seek to disturb it. For this strange proceeding
on the part of the Wren there was no apparent cause.”
#“When a bird of prey appears, the little Wren often
gives the alarm, by uttering rapidly its note of fear,
‘shrek! shrek!” so quickly repeated that it sounds like a
miniature watchman’s rattle; this is usually accompanied
with a curtsying or dipping motion in the manner of
the Redbreast.,”

The nest, very large in size in proportion to the
bird, and ordinarily of a spherical shape, doomed over,
but flattened on the side next the substance against
which it is placed, varies-much more in form and sub-
stance according to the mature of the locality which
furnishes the materials and a ‘locus standi’ for it
[t is commenced early in the spring, even so soon as
the end of the month of March, the birds pairing in
February. One found by my second son, Reginald
Frank Morris, this autumn, in the beautiful grounds of
Mulzrave Castle, near Whitby, the seat of LordjNor-
mandy, was placed against the trunk of a large tree,
about L'i_'__;].lt or ten feet from the :'__."t'ul.l.:l'.ll. and was
chiefly composed externally of dry leaves. Others are
variously made of fern and moss, grass, small roots,
twigs, and hay, closely resembling in most cases the

immediate situation in which l'.]m}' arc IJL-.:_'I._"J; some are
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lined with hair or feathers, and others not. The nest
is firmly put togcther, especially about and below the
orifice, which is strengthened with small twigs or moss
and is in the upper half and nearly closed by the
{feathers inside. It is in thickness from one inch to two
inches, and about three inches wide within by about
four in depth, and outside about five wide by six deep.
At times they are found on the ground, and .«also in
banks, as well as against trees, even so high up as twenty
feet, also under the eaves of the thatch of a building,
in holes in walls, the sides of stacks, among piles of
wood or faggots, or the bare roots of trees, and under
the projection at the top of the bank of a river; one
has been known to be placed in an old bonnet fixed
up among some peas to {righten the birds, and one
close to a constant thoroughfare. Mr. Hewitson mentions
one built against a clover stack, and formed entirely of
the clover, and so becoming part L:I' the stack itselfl
The late Mr. 'J_'hf:qup.ﬂ.‘.-ll_.nf Belfast, records one ;ulupt::[l
from a Swallow’s of the preceding year, built against
a rafter suppmting a floor: another which did not present
any .'.i]'l\;l;-'.u':».nﬁ: of a dome and was placed in the hole of
a wall inside a house, the only entrance being through
a broken pane of the window: and another constructed
in a bunch of herbs hung up to a beam against the
top of an outhouse, almost the entire nest being formed
of the herbs, and the whole bunch very little larger
than the nest itsclf. The door of this house was generally
kept locked, the only mode of entrance at such times
being beneath it, where there was barely room for the
birds to pass I',I]ruugh :—in all these instances the broods
were reared in safety. He also” mentions the ecircum-
stance of a Wren having been detected in the aet of
purloining materials from a "Thrush’s nest, which was

5
var, I, =M
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built in a bush adjoining its own tenement, then in
course of erection, the thefts being committed during
the temporary absence of the owner in search of food
for its young. Mr. R. Davis, Jun,, of Clonmel, also
communicated to him the curious fact of a family ol
voung Wrens, which having left their own nest, and
being probably in want of shelter, took possession of
that of-a Spotted Flycatcher, having apparently broken
or thrown out all the egos but one. Other situations
for nests are the tops of honeysuckle and raspberry
bushes, in the latter ease the nest being made of the
leaves of the tree; in fir trees, trellis-work. granaries,
the branches of wall-fruit trees, and lofts, use being made
occasionally of the holes previously tenanted by Sparrows
and Starlings. One has been known built withinside
that of a Swallow, and another in the old nest of a
Thrush; one, again, in the newly-finished nest of a
Martin, another on a branch of a yew tree among the
foliage, and another in one of the hatches in the river
at Winchester. Mr. Jesse relates a curious anecdote of
a Wren’s nest, the owner of which being disturbed by
some children watching it, blocked up the  original
entrance, and opened out a new one on the other side.
 Ten days or a fortnight are occupied in the construe-
tion of the tenement, a few small stems of grass suppm‘tr:d
on the rugged bark or any rough part of the tree,
if placed against one, indicating its dommencement, and
this is subsequently built on to, till all is completed.
[ have been favoured with specimens by W. Robson,
Esq., of Pier Head, London, and W. Bridger, Esq.,
and a drawing of one by the Rev. R. P. Alington.

In the eighth volume of the “Magazine of Natural
History,”
pair of Wrens building their nest, he noticed that one

a correspondent narrates that in watching a
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confined itself L‘utilc|}' to the construction lllL‘]'t!¢:|.1 which
it never left for a moment, whilst the other was as
incessantly passing and re-passing with materials for
the structure. These materials, however, this hr.'llu'r
never once -'Lva[htl-t] to put into their ]:1;,1{_'1:-5', [ill'.‘}'
were always rigul;u']:.' delivered to the grand architect
that was employed in constructing the building. Rennie
says that the Wren does not “begin at the beginning”
with its nest, but first works at the ountline of the whele,
and afterwards encloses the sides and top, and that if
it be placed under a bank, the top is begun first. The
little bird often carries a piece of moss nearly as large
as itself, or a straw of even greater length than itself,
by which it is threatened to be overborne in its flight,
and if 1t should chance to drop it, will pick it up again.

The eggs are usually from seven to eight in number,
but :.:L']u;r:t“}' not more than t'i;_:]:'f, thmt;_-;h as many as
a dozen, or even fourteen, have been found, of a pale
reddish white colour, the former tint being (ransient;
some are dusky white. "This ground colour is sprinkled
all over with small spots of durk crimson red, and these
most numerous at the obtuse end; some are -‘[uih' whi!.t':
the shell is very thin and polished. The male feeds
the female while sitting. T'wo broods are produced in
the season. ‘The least disturbance will eause the nest
to be forsaken, and a new one built, and this again
and again, if so required, until the eggs are laid; even
Liu—h, if Liw}' or the young be onee handled, this apf‘f:it'ﬁ
will sometimes desert them. ‘T'his may be the cause of
tenantless nests of the Wren being so frequently found,
or some interruption of the ordinary course of laying;
it is, however, said that a forsaken nest will sometimes
be again returned to. Thus several nests of the same
year arc often found near lugctiwr, the work ol one
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and the same p:lir of birds; and other nests, in the
making of which both birds assist, are not very un-
i}'uqu::ntl}' put li.‘l;i.‘lilr_'l' in the antumn, and in these
the birds shelter themselves in the winter, possibly as
being of the newest, and therefore the best, construction,
and made too late in the year for a further brood:
these nests seldom, if ever, contain any feathers. 'The
young are said to return to imlg:r in the nest for some
time after being fledged.

As an illustration of the paper in “The Naturalist,”
volume 1., page i, h_\‘ my brother, Dr. i]uvurlc:}' R.
Morris, on the power that- birds have of compressing
their bodily bulk, I may mention an instance, given
by Mr. Meyer in his work, of a Wren he had, which
flew without seeming difficulty through the wires of a
cage little more than the third of an inch asunder.

Male; weight, about two drachms and three-quarters;
length, about four inches or a little over; the hill is
rather long, and rounded at the tip, and is slender in
shape, the upper mandible dark brown, the lower paler,
the tip only dark; iris, dark brown; over it is a streak
ofs*pale brown. Head on the crown, neck on the back,
and nape, rusty reddish brown, barred transversely with
narrow streaks of dark brown; chin and throat, plain
greyish dull buff, as is the breast, but darker lower
down, and reddish brown on the sides; back, reddish
brown, marked with transverse dusky bars.

The wings, which are much rounded, have the first
feather only half as long as the second, which is of the
same length as the seventh; the third, fourth, fifth, and
sixth nearly equal in length, but the fourth the longest,
with three or four small round white spots; greater and
lesser wing coverts, also rufous, and barred; primaries,
barred alternately with tawny brown and black: second-
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aries gand  tertiaries, :]ux‘l;}', barred on the outer wehs
with reddish white. The upper tml coverts, which
extend over more than half the tail, have the two outer
feathers shorter than the others; under tail coverts, of
like length, reddish brown, indistinetly barred with
darker brown, and tipped with dull white, Legs, toes,
and claws, light brown.

The female is rather less in size, rather more red in

colour, and the transversc bars less distinet.

Since this article was written, and while it was on
its way to the press, I have received the most melan-
choly intelligence of the awful death on the railway,
near Retford, of my dear friend whose name 1 have
mentioned in it, Hugh Edwin Strickland. Little did I
think, when I sat next to him at,the dinner on the
first day of the meeting of the Dritish Association at
Hull, for which we had secured the two adjoining
]_:Lu.'n:'s‘ that 1 should never see him :l.j_';.'L'tH; as little that
a letter he forwarded to me in the nterim would be
the last I should ever receive from him; as little when
he spoke-of having attended every, or nearly every
previous meeting, that he would never attend another;
and as little when we wished one another -r;nutl—h:\'v in
his lodging, where he left me writing, on the last day
of the meeting, but twenty-four hours before his death,
that we should never 115“;“ meet in this world!  Alas!
that the words of Professor Sedgwick, near whose right
hand he sat, and whose place in the chair he had fitly
and wunhi!}' nccupit:d from lime to tithe, so L'[uqu::11|:|_1.'
and feelingly and as it were forebodingly uttered on
the afternoon of the same day in his concluding speech,
that possibly some of those then present might not

meet together at the next anniversary, should so soon
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and so fatally be fulfilled! My departed, long-valued,
and ever-to-be-lamented friend lost his life, literally
through his devotion to science, having gone on the
line to examine a geological formation; and sure I am
relation of life his loss will never be

that in every
On one only

forgotten, as it can never be repaired.
other occasion in my life, when another valued friend,
W. V. J. Surtees, was most unfortunately drowned at
Oxford, liave I ever had such a shock as the sudden
account of his death. Peace to the memory of the

departed. How little do we know “what a day may

bring forth!”

Pa b







DALMATIAN REGULUS.
f.'._,l.'.'.".l.\. modestus, Govrnn.

_|f|_"|_.'r.--:""<---,'L diminntive of fer—a |-.i||;_[. Modestus—
Modest—sober,

Tite Baron De TFeldege, of Frankfort, shot one
specimen of this bird in. Dalmatia, in the year 1829,
the first on record; and the only other that has as yet
been met with was killed by Mr. John Hancock, of
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, in the county of Northumberland,
near Hartley, on the sea coast, on the 26th. of September,
1838. These are the only two, ‘par nobile,” of these
Kinglets that have yet been discovered in our continent,
and none have been known anywhere clse.

[t feeds on insects.

Male; length, barely over four inches; bill, brown,
the under mandible paler at the base, from which a
light lemon-coloured streak extends over the eye to
the back of the head, and another short similar streak
]!L‘IH.':lIlL 1h:_~ eye, l]n'-'}tif_f]; \\'}lif.‘h a4 narrow |J:|.nl.1 l;f liu:-.]i}'
passes. [IHead on the crown, greemish yellow, the centre
with a streak of paler; neck and nape, greenish vellow;
chin, throat, and breast, pale yellow; back, greenish
yellow. The wings extend to the width of six inches
and a half, and reach, when closed, to within three-
quarters of an inch of the end of the tail; the wing
coverts are crossed with two conspicuous bands of lemon-
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colour; primaries, secondaries, and tertiaries, dusky,
edged with pale yellow, becoming broader on the ot

secondarices. Legs and toes, brown, the under surface

of the latter ;||:'||'ui!;-_f to vellow: claws, brown.
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GOLDCREST.
GOLDEN=CRESTED KINGLET. GOLDEY-CIRESTED WREN.
GOLDEN-CROWXNELD WREXN.
Regqulus eristatfis, Fresmixa., Rav.
Requlus a Hus, SgLnY. JENYNS.
eaulus veloaris, GovLp.
T Moxraau.
el Pesxaxr. TeEMMINCK.
Regulus—A diminutive of Rexr—a king. Cristalus—Crested.

Tir Golderest, the smallest of our British Birds, is
a PFuropean species, and its northern range extends to
the Arctic circle, being found in port of Russia and
Siberia, Denmark, Norway, and Sweden, and south to
Gierm imny and the shores of the Mediterranean. [t has
been obtained also in Asia, in Persia, and, according to
Temminck, in Japan.

This truly clegant and diminutive bird is generally
distributed over the whole of England, from the “Land’s
End to John O'Groat’s Jlouse:” as also in Wales, Scot-
land, and in [reland. Tt is more common in the north
than in the south. In Yorkshire it is plentiful. In
Orkney it is pretty numerous during winter; many
arrive there in October and November, during gales
from the east. It occurs also in Shetiand.

Two of these little birds are stated in the *Zoologist,"
page i-q"i, ]l:.' \FIL f.ir;-or;_:-: .":'-'-';l}'h]:llli.l,, Lo 11.1\‘-; !Jl..'i-t: moet
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with, at sea, forty miles from land. They remain with
as all the year through, at least many of them do.

Addition® ones come over to us in the automn, and
in like manner come again depart in the spring. In
the ‘midland counties fresh lut'tirs come in T}cm?mhcl‘,
and some depart in March. On the Norfolk: coast there
are arrivals every year in October and November, and
the birds are at first often so exhausted as to suffer
themselves to be taken with the hand. Selby relates
his having observed an immensze flight on the 26th. of
October, 1822, after a heavy gale on the two preceding
days from the north-east, which also brought over the
Redwings, Fieldfares, and Woodcocks. He ascertnined
the flicht to have extended from Berwick-on-Tweed to
Whitby, in Yorkshire. They were completely exhausted
on their first arrival, and nombers were taken with the
hand, but they shortly afterwards spread over the
country, and at Christmas few more than the usual
numbers were visible. He also adds the following, and
it 15 {."rll'l.it'l]}' a very remarkable fact, as 111'0'-'5:|-__: that
non-migratory birds may become so on cecasion, at all
events to some distant part of the country, which indeed
probably is the case with some of the present species
every year for some cause or other, prescient of unfa-
vourable seasons or inclement weather:—

“A more extraordinary circumstance in the economy
of this bird took place during the same winter, namely,
the total disappearance of the whole tribe, natives as
well as strangers, throughout Scotland and the north of
England. This happened towards the conclusion of
the month of J:!.I:mm'}‘, 1823, and a few d:1}'s }:-w_-vinus
to the long-continued snow-storm so severely felt through-
out the northern counties of England, and along the
eastern parts of Scotland. The range and point of this
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migration are 1]|::1--'--."!:|-|||1-|1. but il must ]1['|1'|r:|l1'|1.‘ h:n‘p
been a distant one, from the fact of not a single pair

having returned to breed, or pass the succeeding summer,

jrl 1||J.' -.i"..' :1i:r||-: 1:.r'_k' hiadd been Knownmn :|l'.1.'.'n.'~c tn ['|n||1('nr,
nor was one of the -]‘-'1'il-: to be sseen till the Jllr|]11\\'i1lLE
“{".nhf'l, or about the usual |i.1!}|'. as 1 ||:u'|' :Lhn\'i_' :-.I;:Ir‘u]..
for our receiving an annual accession to our indirenous

birds." Spurn Point, at the south-east 1*?.1|.'1't|]]'1}" af

"ir' rksl i:'-', 15 8 1i|] to be o I.L.I‘-':H]t'hr' [ﬂ.lf'r' for :l‘w'-l"tllilllillf_':l'
on arrival and departure. For a weck or more in the
month of Oectober I'..-‘}' come thither in a sueecession of
small parties, and when they have formed into flocks
of a few thousunds, they disappear. The same thing
was observed in November, 1544, on a smaller secale.
on Looe Island, in Cornwall. In the year 1833, on
the Tth. of October, a flock alighted on the rigging of
a ship fourteen miles from land, off Whitby.

Their favourite haunt is the pine, fir, or larch plan-
tation, or wood, where they may be seen hanging in
CYCTY ‘.':lT-:-.’_‘-.' of :||r51llr31'. El'::_'1I||'r 8 1|1' :1:-1iw- ;-xi-.lr-n{‘v,
intent on their life’s great business, the procuring
of their food. 'HI"," al=o at times are secen on open
heaths, among furze bushes, and visit hedges, and

birch, oak, ccdar, willow, alder, and other trees, and

even such low plants and bushes as the broom, in their
vicinity, and rose trecs and ereeping plants near houses.
They are lively and agzile in all their movements, and
scldom even hop without using their wings.

T'hey are gregarioua in their habits, and, except during
the brecdinge season, travel in flocks, or rather societies,
of greater or less numbers. When thus roaming, as
]I|I1L'L'|E nt .’I:” ‘i.t[l.r”‘, 1.]['.'}‘ anrg !.II I‘r{l‘I]] "‘I|:l-: .'l.::t]_ }'EII
can well wateh them ﬂ'itt"]'illg from hilll;h Loy ]]I'r'l.l.;_:h'

from tree to tree, from plantation to plantation, ever in
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motion, and always interesting to behold.  They are
often joined by flocks of different species of Titmice,
and & few Creepers. ‘They are hardy and robust,
though of such tender make, and brave the severity of
the northern \'.‘il'ilf*i', tlmu;;h ta somao ilulil'illuuh of them
it proves fatal. The female is very fearless and intre-
pid when she has n nest to protect, and will suller a
very close approach before quitting it.  “They will
even continuc on the branch while the nest is inspected,
uttering shrill and distressing cries, and erceting the
crest, as if wishful to attack the aggressor.” T. J.
Wilkinson, Esq., of Walshgm Ilall, Suffolk, has sent
me the following instance of this:—

“I myself can record a remarkable instance of the
courage and intrepidity displayed by this charming
hittle creature, during the process of incubation. I one
day perceived a nest on a fir tree, in our orchard
plantation, upon which I ascended, and after a consid-
erable deal of trouble, succceded in removing her from
her nest, when to my great surprise, she defended it
with the utmost firmness and- resolution, sitting on a
twig over against it, pecking and flying at my hand
till I withdrew it, when she resumed her seat with
apparent tranquility. An instance of the docility of this
elegant little bird perhaps would not be out of place.
In April, 1851, a pair built their nest between the
woodwork of our drawing-room window and the brick-
work of the house, which only allowed them an aperture
to enter not large cnough to admit the first finger; and
in spite of the pisno, which was constantly played on,
and close to the window, they hatched, but unfortunately,
when the Hall was being repaired, the workmen pillaged
the nest of its inhabitants.™

Two of these birds have been known to fight so
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determinedly that they were captured together with the
hand and placed in a cage, where one having died of
his wounds, the other®*again mounted upon it, pecked at
i?.. and tried to dreaw 1t round the [ZTI.:_:I_',.;,'HI'_I_ tl:i.: lll.l_.‘l.ll'_f]l
itself too died :~|L'3-lf'i_1.' alterwards, The female selected
a new mate, and built a nest over the spot where the
fatal battle was |I'rllj_:llf.. Colonel ."lti:lil:'l.-.q;_fil also mentions
one which would feed her young in a room even when
the nest was taken mto the hand. He found that she
fed her brood once in every minute and a half or two
minutes, averaging thirty-six times in the hour, and this
for full sixteen hours in a,day. ‘I'he young ones, eight
in number, would thus receive, if equally fed, seventy-
two feeds each day, the whole amounting to five hundred
and seventy-six. The male would not venture into the
roon.

They appear to bear confinement pretty well. In
SEVEre SsCasons many ]H_‘:'i.n]h and several arc j‘]'L'llL[t']l:l}'
at such times found dead in outhouses, the thateh of
roofs, and holes in ivy-covered walls, where they had
assembled together for mutual warmth under their shelter
from the extremity of the wintry blast, and have been
known te take up their abode in the nest of the Wren.
In those times of .\;l;_":l.l'f:iT}' 1]1;'}.' will even ;|.]1i:|1'u;1{:h
houses in search of food, and will enter greenhouses and
hothouses. XYven in mild seasons some are found in a
lifeless state, but only single birds. They usually go
in companics of twenty or thirty. It is said that they
may be shaken down from a branch by striking a blow
:t:_:uill.-i't. the trunk of the tree.

In their longer passages from wood to wood, their
ﬂigllt. which 1s weak, is rather ;|';|pi{]., il'ri'gu]ur, and
undulating, but in their shorter flittings more straight.
They sometimes exhibit an odd bowing movement of
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the body, especially in the spring when two are about

to fizht. They often run up trees with the nimbleness

and agility of the Creeper.

Their food consists principally of small winged and
other nseets and their larve, and also of small seceds.
In pursuit of the former they carefully search branch
after branch, their elegant crests, so to call them,
,»,h::v.‘ing to ud\'.llt'..l:_n- every now and T.hr_'ll_: t||-.'}‘ also
bL"IKI’." Iill‘j.l' i]l'l.\_"u' on LIIL‘ '“I'i]illf.f‘ Jllid ]l-l:l'l-'f.‘l' .."-Ullll'.flin'l-r.'f‘ over
the branches belore darting on it, and also ereep nimbly
in a mouse-like manner, up the trunks of trees, seldom
in a straight line, but usually in a sloping direction,
the capture of an insect being often denoted by a shuflle
of the wings: onc has also been observed creeping up
a wall in like manner, searching for insects. “The
activity of this little bird is very surprising:—it will
alight on the branch of a tall tree in the copse, and after
a momentary survey, will dart on its prey reposing on
the back of the stem, suspend itself for a moment by
a rapid motion of its wings, then return to a branch,
again glance at the stem, and flit to it; in this manner
it gradually mounts to the top of the tree, and, should
its prey prove to be plentiful, will ascend and descend
several times in succession, oceasionally darting into the
air at some unwary gnat sporting in the beams of the
winter sun.”

Their song, as may be supposed, is a very small one;
and Pennant mentions his having heard the bird utter
it for a considerable time while hovering over a bush.
It is; very soft, rather sweet, and pleasing, and is heard
even in the beginning or middle of the ecarly month of
Febiruary, and sometimes so soon as the end of Junnary:
it is mostly given forth from a branch, er in a hedge,
or while the bird is flying from tree to tree: as well
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when hovering in the manner spoken of. The

ordinary note is weak and feeble, but rather shrill; and

in the quiet stillness of the depth of the wood it cannot

fail to draw the attention, "":""'E-'.Hj-' when the whole

of the little party are incessantly uttering ‘it: it is a
mere ‘tzit, tzit,) and ‘see’ or ‘sree.’?

These birds }--'-4;', Lo 5__|.l..ll' even !'.1"- the end of l'tu'|ri11.|!'_'|.',
and Mr. Selby has known the young birds fully fledged
so early as the third weck in April, the nest being built
in March. 'The nestis placed underneath and generally
near the end of the branch of a fir, or occasionally on an
oak, cypress, holly, yew, or other tree, as also not vet ¥
unfrequently in a laurostinus or other bush, and, though
very rarely, in a hedge, supported by some of the smaller
r__.:']'-lm-.'::.I and further attached to these [-_'l.' the moss and

lichens of which it is L'--Ill]h’:-u-l inin'_f interwoven with

hem, mixed sometimes with willow down, cocoons,

spiders’ webs, wopl, grasses, and a few hairs. [t measures
- 14 - - - .

about three inches and a half in diameter :r|~llli‘1 andd

15 dei p and of a “l’!"'

rical shape, the orifice being almost
il.] 'l'l.':l_‘."i EII !]II' ||.['|'i|: r 1'! li[: SO0Mo quJI""-I YCr are 1ot 'iH'I I.I_ [1].".1
round. It closely assimilates in colour to the branch
beneath which it is fixed. It is sometimes placed near

I]l_l_‘ 'lu]l 1_|i_l I.!n_' iree; :|!:':|, al ._|"|||'_-. f]!'.l:\' two or three feet

i
1
il
&

from the ground: a very high gale has been known to

dislodge the eggs—*“Wlhen the wind blows the erable
will rock.” ‘These birds have been known to steal the
materials from the nests of Chuaffinches to make their
own; onc was uoticed to do so most slily, watching its
opportunity, and approaching lrom the opposite direction ;
but on the Chaflineh t]L'Ii:'-f_'T;HI'_{ arndd r.'!:;l-'il!:__: it, 1t did not
repeat the theft. It is frequently lined with feathers,
and is ;Lllc‘.l;_.:i'll'-t ra .‘-'iTl_'_;u]:ll']}‘ cle frant ;J‘!l.'u.' {'fﬂI'L‘IIi[L‘L‘illl'l';

the feathers are so placed as to preject inward: two nests
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have been found on one branch. Mr., Hewitson, says
“It is sometimes placed upon the upper surfuce of the
branch; and I have also seen it, but rarely, placed against
the trunk of the tree npon the base of a diverging branch,
and at an elevation of from twelve to twenty feet above
the ground.” He also mentions in the “Zoologist,” page
825, his having once met with the nest in a low juni-
per bush, very little more than a foot from the ground.
Deserted nests of this species are frequently to be
met with, but the reason is not known. “The egss
in one nest were observed placed in two rows, with
the small ends tunchin;{ cach other.

The eggs are four, five, six, or seven, to eight, or
even ten, or eleven in number; they are of a very
pale reddish or brownish white, the larger end being
much the darkest coloured, light reddish brown: some
have been known pure white, sparingly spotted with
reddish brown here and there. 'They are smaller than
those of any other British bird, and are sometimes
almost of a globular shape. 'The young are fed by
both the parents. It is thought that two broods are
reared in the year, and that the second is less numerous
than the first. Eggs, fresh laid, have been met with
in May and June, while youngz birds have been known
fully fledged by the third week in April. The same
nest has also been known to have been used twice in
the same scason, two broods being hatched and reared;
but whether by the same parents or not, of course
could not be told.

Male; weight, about seventy-six or from that to eighty
grains; length, three inches and a half, to three and
three-quarters; bill, blackish; the mouth, dusky orange;
iris, dark brown; the eyelid, black: the eyes are sur-
rounded by a pale dusky ring, encircled by another of

&
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dull *white. Forchead, pale greyish white with a tinge
of yellow; head on the sides, yellowish grey, on the
erown, in its centre, bright reddish orange, the feathers
elongated and of a silky texture; the inner webs of the
inner feathers '|I.|1L' j.'l'”--'-'n'. on cach side of this is
black band; neck on the back and nape, light yellowish
olive green, with a tint of brown; chin, throat, and
breast, pale brownish or yellowish grey, the sides tinged
with rufous yellow; back, light yellowish olive green,
with a tint of brown, the lower part 1s the lightest—
inclining to greenish yellow,

B Th ‘-'-'irl:_[* ‘.'.'x:l-l]."J to the width of six inches and a
half; the first feather is very short—about a third the
1-'||:_'§]| of 1||-'I second, the third much l-rn_*_:l"T_. the fourth
rather the longest, the fifth nearly the same. Cireater
wing coverts, 'lrll]'l:h: brown bordered with }'!'”H“'i."]l
green, andl ri[m;u-:] with white: lesser win'__: coverts, also
P [']!' brown, bordered with }'1']':1\\'ia|L green, and lmr[]:f
[iiillﬂ.'ll with white; ;]Ii.l.'l.-l.l'i.l.‘-.. hf'i;ﬂllitdtil'_'ﬁ, and 1:_-:'1];|.|'i|-5,
dusky margined with yellowish green; six of the outer
secondaries and inner primaries black. The tail, some-
what forked, iz dusky, the feathers margined with
yellowish green; upper tail coverts, light vellowish olive
green; legs, toes, and claws, brown.

T'he female |_||‘1.‘1'in[']}' resembles the t|1;|.h‘1 but is rather
smaller, the ]L'Il;,'!]l |H.'i[|:__: three inches and a half, and
the crown has only yellow and no orange on its centre.
The wings extend to the width of six inches.

The young in their first plumage have no yellow on
the head, the upper part of it being light greyish
brown, with two lateral bands of greyish black; the
head on the sides 1s yellowish grey; the neck on the
back and nape, :'_fl'l.'}'i-‘.-h }'L]Enw green ; chin, throat, and
breast, greyish white, with a tinge of yellow; the quill

YioL, TIT, - -
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: feathers dusky, margined with dull yellowish green; |
" % Y
tail, the satme: leos and toes, pale brown. | A
: i

The moult is completed the end of August, but the
orange and vellow of the crown is not fully developed.

M. Temminck says that accidental varieties have the
top of the head azure blug, that others of more frequent
occurrence have the head and part of the plumage of
a whitish ru!ullr‘_, and 1II'I'1|IH'Hl1_"-' the feathers of the
crest of a deep vellow. Montagu also mentions a pair
of a cream-colour, with the usual wellow crown. In
the British Muoseum is a white one, with pale orange-
colour on the crown of the head, and very pale yellowg
on the lower part of the back. Another, kept in an
aviary, had the tips of the wings and tail white, and

the crest vellow. é-
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FIRECREST.

FIRE-CRESTED KINGLER FIRE-CHROWXNEIN KINGLET.

FIRE-CILESTED WREX,

fleifmd o aieiy fi Jim . II.;,'.I- ILLIVIEAY.
i 11 TR S Th
Fleogulu A dimummtive of Nee—a king ."'I-r...'n'..llu s,
[ F i Cerppidl A head of Limir.
% : 1

titts closely-allied species, which M. Brehm was the
W 4

first to discriminate, is found in laree forests in Giermany,

and in Delginmn, France, and Switzerland; Meyer says

that it also belongs to North Ameriea.

I'he Rev. Leonard Jenyns first made known this bird
as a Dritish one, having obtained a specimen in his
rarden at Swaffham  Bulbeck, nem ['.-lrllllli~]_::l'. in the
month of Augast, 1842, It was a young bird, and had
therefore l'-lui-.l':-ﬁ:.' b en reared in the HE R LA i E:_{]l'n-ll:-
hood. Since then Mr. J. E. Gray has observed others
at I‘r:'i_;flltlt::, I Sussex: one was obtained alse nea:
Durham, and another was caught on the tigering of a
rilu[1 five miles out at sea, off the coast of Norfolk, in
the |-;).|"E_1.' part of October, 1536; another was killed on
the North Denes, near Yurmouth, the 6Gth, of November,
1543; one was shot in the parish of St. Clement, Corn-
wall, and Edward Hearle Redd, E”J‘- of Penzunce,
i

EHL S i the "Zuu]u,lgi:-t_,“ Page H: -:l-'.;, that this sped ics

frequents that neighliourhoed, ehiefly at Larrizan Vallea
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in greater or less numbers every year about the
beginning of December, and that one was killed near
Marazion in 1852. It has also been met with in
Satherlandshire, by Mr. Bantock, the Duke of Suther-
land’s gamekeeper.

These birds frequent fir and other plantations, as
well as also larger trees. They too associate with the
Titmice. They are said to be more shy than the
Golderests, and to go in smaller parties, more than six
or seven, no doubt the family party, being seldom scen
together. They are, like them, remarkably restless, and
brisk and quick in all their motions, one moment
intently engaged in the search for insects, the next, as
if on some secret signal, ‘exeunt omnes.' The male
and female are said to exhibit great attachment to one
another.

They feed on the same kind of food as the other
species, and the livelong day witnesses their ceascless
pursuit of the inseets which infest the places where they
therefore seck and find them.

The nest is built of moss, wool, and a few grasses,
lined with fur and feathers. It is suspended from the
branch of a fir or other tree.

The eggs are said to be from five or six to cight or
ten in number, and of a pale reddish yellow tint,
minutely speckled with yellowish grey about the larger
end, but they vary in size and colour.

Male; length, not quite four inches; bill, black,
broadened at the base; a black streak proceeds from
its base through the eye, and below it is another; the
inside of the mouth is orangé-colour; iris, dark brown,
over the eve is a greyish white streak, and also another
under it. The crest, fiery red; on each side of it 1s a
black streak, forming the third; forchead, grevish white,

s TR
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tinged with red or yellowish; neck on the back and
nape, yellowish olive green, with a tint of brownish
ash-colour; tinged on the sides with bufl’; baek, }'{!l““—i‘\h
olive green, with a tint of 1-t'_|r'n'n,

The wings have the first quill feather very short, the
second shorter than the third, the fourth and ffch
nearly equal, and the longest; greater wing coverts,
dusky, broadly bordered with greenish white, and tipped
with :.[!'l"'ri-ll. white; lesser win-_; coverls; also 1[[1:\]\._\',
broadly bordered with greenish white; primaries, second-
aries, and tertiaries, dusky, margined with }'n]l:mi»h
areen, the last-named the most widely so, except towards
the base, where their outer web is dusky black, forming
a dark spot. Tail, dusky, margined with yellowish
oreen ; it 18 "li.'—'-']l[!,"' lIUI']it'il:, and extends l!:ll'l'-!l'll:ll'[l:"l.‘i
of an 1nch l\l':v.'mul the closed wings. Legs and toes,
}'g-llru'.l.'i:!l brown, the soles 1-.'1'|:llr\'p' and J--H:_;].t,' claws,
brown.

The female has the crest fiery orange red, but some-
what faded: the bands on the sides of the head are less
obvious than in the male, and the whole plumage not
80 ]sl'i_:.ﬂll.

In the young the base of the bill is horn-colour; the
crest is pale lemon vellow, and indistinet; the forchead
and head on the sides are cinereous, without any streaks;
the upper plumage duller than in the adult, the lower
tinged with yellow.

The figure is from a design by the Rev. Richard

P'ye Alington.
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WOOD  PIGEON.
HIXNG W E, CUSHAT,. DUEEST,
Colwmba patimbs, Pexxast. Moxtaou,
Columba—A Pigeon. Polumbus—A Wood Pigeon,

Tiis bird is a vniversal favourite, an emblem, ns 1t
15 alwavs considered, of peace, innocence, and conjugal
fidelity. “It was a Dove, ever since sacred to peace,”
says BDooth, “that brought the olive branch to the ark
of Noah, for which she has her place among constel-
]mimt:-'; and the christian world sull personate the Hory
Seiir under the mystic emblem of a Dove.”

It iz found in }':ut'nIu.' as far north as the southern
parts of Siberin and Russia, as also in summer in Den-
mark and Sweden: likewise so {ar south as the latitude
of Madeira, and in the northern part of the African
continent, and in Asia.
~ The Ring Dove occurs throughout the whole of
England and Scotland, so {far north as 'j_‘ungu:: in
Sutherlandshire, and has been seen several times in the
Orkneys. It has been kiled in 5:uu1;1}'—mm was shot
in Orphir in the autumn of 1844, another at Pabdale
by Mr. Duguid, and a third at the same place by Mr.
Ranken, the 13th. of October, 1846.

It is with us a stationary inhabitant, but in the winter
many are said to come over from the contineat, and a

departure again is accordingly sopposed to take place

i
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in the sprine,  OF the enormous flocks which congregate
In in ||'|.:|I|I']', somae o nots *1-"t1.|!'.|.!|' till late 11 the
.--]llil:;;, while others, in [:-:l'.']i..n:;v'n1.!|j.' ]r}ll.wl'. “||::1I' [or
|I.|.l' | H-a:'l!:,h |l_'n.' |!.l' :.I'. :_'i'u]ai.1‘:_'_‘: 'IJ- ."l-l.sll."l'l. III ]l:il'll.
weather l';u'_". sometimes make lionted 111i'r_:l'.|[;n:::~. but
such are not often I'.Il:l"l.] for—their t"."‘ll], unless covered
with snow, being almost everywhere to be met with.
The Wood 1'igeon is very good eating, except when
in the winter it feeds on turnip-tops, and then a disa-
grecable flavour is imparted to it. When they come

home to roost in their accustomed trees in fir 1?!.1I'||..l|'-lil'l'l.\'~1

or tall oaks., ash. or other trees 1n woods, '||1'|.' 5}'5“;_:
i wait below '.]||-_'.' are -..|-il_'~' to be ||-|'-'|l:'llt'l!l.]1 but
the opcn |’..-__'..' '.||-'_‘.' arc -||_‘.'. and not |.'.I.'-;.|:|' .1]r]rl'u.1t']u'lL
unless it may be when engaged with their young, They
are l'~||.]il1lll' ol b ill'._'\ I vmed i ]Fi'llll:_'|']|| up {rom the nest,
and have even been known to shew some personal
attachment, perching on the head or shoulders of their
[riend, and eating out of the hand. T have seen them
more than once ke pt in cottages, anl sadly out of their
clement the b have zeemed. I|.']||'_'.' have not flown awiy
In some Instances even when at ]Lhm'rj.- to do so.

The late Frederick HMHolme, Esq., of Corpus Christi

College, Oxford, wrote in the “oologist,” page 1035,

“One of a pair, kept in a cage, having made it= escape,
liberty was given to the other; but it continued about
the grounds, at first deseending wartly from a tree to
take the fruit left on the ground, then feeding {from
the hand from thie lower branches, till at lenzth it hes
came so perfectly tame and familiar thae at tapped with
its bill at the window, and would come, though with
1_:\|.|.|.1'L||||, into the 5-.1Ii11_'_1'-t'1|t1m."

Of another, tamed {rom the nest, the Rew. J. C.
Atkinson writes in the “xlﬂl|'|;5'~'.." page G61, “When
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the 1'1.'L'niu_1_: n]1|:|rn.'icin:d [ went to seek for him, and
proceeded to ecall him by whisthng the call 1 used
when I fed him. He instantly responded, and flew to
my shoulder or head, and was taken in for the night.
Oceasionally T neglected to do so until long after his
raosting-hour, but he never once refused to come when
I called him; at last I left him out all night. He then
roosted in some fir trees about a stone’s cast from the
house. No sooner did I make my appearance in the
garden in the morning, than I was sure to see him
come flying to me for his breakfast; and at any time
in the day, if I omitted to feed him at the stated
intervals, he came to remind me of my neglect as soon
as he saw me. Soon after he was regularly turned out
i the :|-'I}'-lirm', I had him taken to the bed of peas,
and there indulged him with the ‘green peas, of which
he was particularly fond; but he did not like the trouble
of shelling them for himself; and if he saw me in that
part of the garden, and was at all hungry, he generally
flew first to me and then to the peas: if I did not
follow him at once, but continueidl where 1 was, he
soon returned, and after waiting a little, presently went
back again. 'This I always understood as an invitation to
g0 and apen the pea |Jn11.- for him; and it was one I
always acceded to, although sometimes I caused it to
be repeated several times.

He was now as m‘:ﬂ'ﬁ}' in a state of nature as pos-
sible; with abundance of his natural food within his
reach, uncontrolled, as fur as liberty was concerned, and
with numerous birds of his own species in the neigh-
bourhood. There was nothing to prevent his making off
if he chose, vet he never shewed the least inelination
to do so. Ie flew to me fearlessly as ever, to the
very last day of my stay at home; if he saw me lying
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on the grass, he came and nestled on my breast. T
walked about the garden, and in and out of the house
with him on my shoulder: and '-]nlll:,{h he never favoured
anv of my {riends with the same symptoms of confidence
and attachment as he did myself, he was under no kind
of fear of them. At last “*Black “L!!I.:i.L_‘.'” came round
arain. I loved him too well to confine him; still less
could I think of taking him back to school with me;
so I left him to do as he liked.

For the first three or four days of my absence he
continued to 1n|-|r about the house; he seemed to be
]m.u]\'u:'_: for somi !]lEIl:,: he had ]«1:1[; onee, and once nu!:.'r
he flew on nry father's shoulder, but seemed il:t:il:il]ti}'
to be aware that it was not his well-loved master, and
stayed no longer than to find it out. He was seen
about the garden for long afterwards, but came no more
near any of my relatives.

Some of his habits were sufficiently amusing, For
instance, if a dead bird were shewn Lo him, his ire was
mstantly roused, and he attacked it with the greatest
ficreeness; a rough harsh note wus first emitted, and
then followed a shower of pecks and blows of the wing
upon the bird, the feathers of which wer dispersed in
all directions. So determined was the onset, that the
bird was 'Jull.l'—]|||]:']ﬂ~i-l in a very shoart tLine, If while
1~|l:'ililj_,',{—l:-l'l'\'iullh, that 1'.*'_. to his hl-]'nz_: left out all
night—l awakened him unceremoniously, his anger was
expressed much in the same way;—the rough coo and
blow. were instantly given.

I have never had another Ring Dove so thoroughly
tame as this one, though I have succecded in familiar-
izing several; the fact is, I mever took so much pains
and trouble with any other: and with respeet to the

individual in question, my firm impression is, that had

w0k, 11, 2r
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I stayed nt home until the breeding-scason, at the
arrival of which time he might probally have left me;
but oven then I should have expected him to pay me
frequent visits for food, and most likely to have nested
in the immediate vicinity of the house.

Te iz well known that few birds are wilder and more
distrustful than the Rine Dove in autumn and winter;
but that at the approach of spring they throw off much
of their wilidness, and become comparatively familiar and
confiing; and it appears to me somewhat remarkable,
that the strongest case of this change of their habits I
ever heard of, has since occurred in the garden about
which my tame Ring Dove spent his time. A pair of
these birds nested in a shrub about twenty yards from
the front of the house. Under the shrub was placed a
garden-chair, which was: vsually oecupied several hours
in the day. Reading aloud was {requently resorted to
by the parties occupying the chair; and three or four
children were pursuing their sports ail round, and, like
all other children, did not always pursue them in
Hgolemn silence.” DBut this was not all—"The nest was
not six feet from the ;__::l'r’mnr'-. and visitors were often
introduced to  the sitting-bird, who, sceming to care
nothing for the close approximation of human eyes 1o
her own, sat on in spite of all, and in due time hatched.
This regardlessness of the eye of man has always scemed
to me very strange. Look steadfastly at your favourite
dog, and he turns away his eve in apparent uneasiness,
and will not Inok at vou, even lhuu:_:h you call him,
while he suspects you are still gazing at him. The
wild-fowl shootér will tell you to be careful not to look
at the approaching flight of Wild Ducks, for they will
“see your eve” and turn another way, Walk under the
tree in your garden, where the Ring Dove is sitting,
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take no notice of her, and she will take none of you:
come back again and look steadfustly at her as you pass,
and in nmineteen cases out of twenty she will |1I\' oll.
Yet in the ease 1 am deserilang, the wvisitor's eYe Wias
nI'[r_-“ not mori than two feet from the ]IIII:], anil 1|1'||il.'.'~.~i
it was |.-::|;_: fixed on her, she never moved. HllTiI:i:,: the
time of incnbation the male, or that ard which was not
sittine, for I believe the male relieves the female for n
space of seven or eight hours every day—the Domestic
Pigeon certiinly does—was generally to be seen sitting
in an ash tree at the bottom of the garden. A similar
instance of extraordinpry confidence was exhibited, and
probably by the same birds, in the following spring.

Sone l:u-.-'__.}:-, we ull know, adopt very sinerular theories
on certain ‘-i]i.-li-"ll-;, and so long as Ill.r'}' are theories
!EH'IL"_\', or .]uiu- innocent, or thei ||'||]ur|:]L':|'h' do not
seck to enforce theu _u]n:-'.i M upon ather ]'.4.'lr[J]1‘, [ do
not see why the theorists should be disturbed in their
belief, and on this ground 1 claim indulgence when 1
assert my belief that these very f{amihar and fearless
Ring Doves were either the direct descendants of my
old pet, or that one of them was the identical pet in
fj11l'~|§"r}. [ make a EI".EII! ol !-l'li.f'~11ll.: 'f'lllln for it is to
me a sptis |'.|L-I:|||_1..' belief, and it is not after all a Very
sinerulan 'f]u-ur'_‘.', althoucrh 1t must be confessed that o
!u-l"lmi of five or six years intervencil between the de-
pirture of my bird and the occurrence of this instance
of fearless tameness.™

The I-r.'ljlﬂ'ﬂ-'ili',h too, occurs in ““Jesde's Scenes and
Tales of Country Liafe:"—"Every sportsman knows that
the Common Woeod Pigeon, (the Ring Dove,) 15 one of
1]“- _-,':a_\'u_-\r 1'_'!iH|..‘i wo huhu :|.]|L| B0 wihl that it 1s T.'1'|}'

difficult indeed to get within shot of one. The wild

bird lias however been known to lay aside its usuoal
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habits. In the spring of 1839, some village boys brought
two young Wood Pigeons, taken from the nest, to the
parsonage house of a clergyman in Gloucestershire, from
whom I received the following anccdote:—**They were
bought from the boys merely to save their lives, and
sent to an old woman mnear the parsonage to be bred
up. She took great care of them, feeding them with
peas, of which they are very fond. One of them died,
but the other grew up and was a fine bird. Its wings
haid not been ecut, and as soon as it could fly, it was
set at liberty. Such, however, was the effect of the
kindness it had received, that it would never quite leave
the place. It would fly to great distabces, and even
associate with others of its own kind; but it never
failed to come to the house twice a day to be fed. 'The
peas were placed for it in the kitchen window. If the
window was shut, it would tap with its beak till it was
opened, then come in, eat its meal, and then fly off
aguin. If by any accident it could not then gain
admittance, it would wait somewhere till the cook came
out, when it would pitch on her shoulder, and go with
her into the kitchen. What made this more extraordi-
nary was, that” the cook had not bred the bird up, and
the old woman’s cottage was at a little distance;. but
as it had no peas left, it came to the parsonage to be
fed. 'This went on for some time; but the poor bird
having lost its fear of man, was therefore exposed to
constant danger from those who did not know ir. Tt
expericnced the fate of most pets:i—a stranger saw it
quietly sitting on a tree, and shot it, to the great regret
of all its former friends.”

Another tamed one has been known, after flying away
to a considerable distance, and remaining absent for
several hours, to return again.
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In a few instances they have been known to breed
in confinement.

The following is from the “Naturalist,” volume i,
page 28, from the pen of my friend the Rev. R. P.
Alington, a truc lover of nature, and one of the best
antdl most thorough of out-of-door naturalists; 1t 15 a
good specimen too of the ‘multum in parve:s’—"As
soon as twilicht commences, the warious Hocks begin
to colleet, and settle in nombers upon the larch firs:
when I':.:-_\' arrive at their t'uuﬂin:_r-;_:t'nlll'u], I'||4'}' nat
unfrequently take two or three turns high in the air,
and then the whole flock will commence dropping,
with closed wings and a rushing sound, npon the trees:
they geuerally spend half-an-hour or so upon the very
topmost branches, their vinous breasts glittering in the
setting sun. As darkness comes on, they retire to the
lower branches to roost; as each bird descends, a loud
flap of the wing may be heard—an exeiting sonud to
the 4-551r':'1i|i_'_1 cunner—now is the time for him: the
inereasing darkness prevents the birds h',l'.'in_l.: the waood,
and many may be secured during the last half-hour of
the lingering light. DBut during the Liilln' their extreme
shyness renders it a most difficult task to get within
shot. In the clear, cold, frosty days in winter, they
may be heard at a considerable distance—their wings
making a whistling sound. As spring comes on, their
numbers, in this district, rapidly decrease, and they
leave, (where l]m}' go I know not;) to breed—a YOy
few to all appearance remaining here.  “Lhese now desert
the woods, and very often approach the garden to feed
upon the new-sown pea.”

The late Bishop Stanley says, “That birds of this
species can form odd attachments, we may learn from

the |::;]|gwing -l|'.;1r|!_:1_' :ln‘:-fl[‘i:l[if.ln !Il..‘["u'n't"l‘l'l a House E'ilﬂ"('un
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and a Cat:—The Pigeon had made her nest in a loft
much infested with Rats, which had more than once
destroyed her eggs, or devoured her young ones. IHer
repeated losses at length induced her to rebuild her
nest in aunother part of the loft, where a Cat was raising
three Kittens, with whom she contrived to form a strong
friendship. They fed from the same dish, and when
the Cat went out into the field, the Pizeon was often
abserved to be fluttering near her. The Pizeon, aware
of the advantage of her protection, had placed her nest
close to the straw-bed of the Cat, and there in safety
rearcd two broods of young ones; and, in return for
the protection she experienced from the Cat, she became
a defender of the voung Kittens, and would often attack
with beak and wings any person approaching too near.”

In a Scotch Paper for February 13th., 1838, it i=
stated, *““A circumstance, perhaps unprecedented in the
annals of freezing, was discovered here last weck. A
person found in this neizhbourhood, (Crieif,) a Wild
Pigeon literally frozen to the branch of a tree, and so
intense was the freeze, that the individeal cut the I.erl{‘h,
and earried the PMigeon liome in that siate alive”

“If the habits,” says Meyer, “of the Wood Pigcon
are accurately observed, it will be seen that it leads a
very regular life, and that it divides the day after the
following manner:—From six to nine in the morning
the time is occupied in searching for food. About ten
o'clock the whole parly returns homwe, and may be heard
calling their ‘hoo, hoo, coo, can, hoo.” At eleven the
calling ceases, and the party is again off in search of
drink, and im‘:hnhiy also ta bathe, as we know them
partienlarly to delight in the latter exercise.  From twelve
to two is again sct apart as a scason for resting, afier
which they go to feed until five; then return to their
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waooid, where they repeat their concert until seven, when,
aflter having taken some more water, they retire to roost.”
This, however, eannot .l.'llilll:q.' to the winter ]H'l]ﬂdll. of
the wyear. 3

Wood Pireons are often seen in wvast flocks, as well
as in smaller ones, and some will occasionally intermingle
with tame Pigcons in the field. Several pairs Il‘vqm:ut]}‘
build near each other, as if in this respect of gregarious
habits; but singl nests shew also that it 15 not the
universal rule. ‘The young birds, no doubt ‘in terrorem?
both active and passive, swell out their necks if ap-
proached, and utter a pufling sort of sound. This in
one instance was known to alarm and frighten away a
foster tame Pigeon, under whom the coos had been
placed: she was possibly as strange to them as their
unknown language was to her,

Its flight, though rather slow at times, is on occasion
strong, swilt, straight, and powerful, the pinions sounding
as it cats the air, the resule of |1_'!1r'.!11|L strongr and
]1:'__1”]“!' IIE:\['ITP:.'I '_:"' |'rl 1]."' 1-'-;:.:_:"'.. .':l.il:] ;_El. |i|'1-1|=_1|' :il i Cann=
eitderable hr’-i:_'l!'. in the .-iJ, unless the wind he Yoy !Jiu'n.
On the ground it moves in an ensy and graceful manner,
now walking more erect, and nodding the head at every
step, now in a lower position, and now peering about
[r'l ‘-'I:'_‘:i]il,"ltlfl!i l'llI il.]'l:p' ;l:ll:lrlf.ll'tl Ilil |.|.:|||l_'\.|.'|'. It roost= LY |
thq- tops uf Hu' I.L]!:“ar Lrecs it can resort to, .'|tul COmoes
home for that purpose about sunset, leaving them again
at sunrise for the fields. Before settling they usually
wheel about the spot wlhere Thv:.‘ desire to :||E:_11H__ anil
if disturbed from it, fly off to a short distance and then
Tl L, 1‘”.!1‘ iil more 111'1'111]1".]1 [_‘.r :llil11|]"'iE Imoyve ;L“';.I_\-.. "11“.
fine weather they bask in the sun on dry banks, or in
the open fields, rubbing themsclves, and, as it were,

burrowing in the sand or soil, and throwing it up with
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their wings, as if washing in water, which they often
do, like most birds. In drinking they immerse the bill
to the base, and take a long draught.”

On arriving at a feeding place, they alight suddenly,
and generally stand for a short time to reconnoitre.
While sv-‘trc]:ing for food the l:m]}' 15 i].l.'[.ll'i.".-.‘-t'l}. and 'I]l:'_].'
walk quickly along, moving the head backwards and
forwards. The flock disperse about, but keep out of
the way of danger.

The Wood Pigeon feeds on grain in all its stages—
wheat, barley, and oats, peas, beans, vetches, and acorns,
beech-mast, the seeds of fir cones and wild mustard,
charlock, ragweed, and other seeds, green clover, grasses,
small esculent roots, ivy and other berries, and in the
winter on turnip leaves and theiwr roots in hard weather
—the first-named are all swallowed whole. It may
safely be said that any damage it does, and some it
must be confessed, is done by it among seed tares, and
pea fields, is abundantly compensated by the good that it
effects in the destruction of the seeds of injurious
plants. Even the larger ones that thev eat are swallowed
whole.

The well-known note of the Cushat—its soft ‘coo,
CO0-C0O0, CO0-CO0,” Ln.'j_:lhl sometimes towards the latter
end of February, and continued till October, always
harmonizes well with every quict rural scene; and
pleasant it is to listen to the plaintive “‘melancholy

* as you “walk in the fields to meditate,” or lie

music’
on some grassy bank in the settled summer time, when
ull nature has thrown off the mantle that ecold had
wrapped around her, and again comes forth in her re-
newed beanty, courting scrutiny in the full blaze of
the sun, “shining in his strength.” *“You may look,

and look, and look again,” and in every insect that
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hovers about you, every n'l.':"l'h:l.!!_‘_';h'll.'.'; flower, Cvery
passing cloud, every murmuring breeze, and the note
of every bird, see whal you cannot sec, and hear what
you cannot hear, the hand and the voiee of Gonb.
I-'..u-]:_.- in the spring, at sunrise, the Ring Dove coocs
to his mate, perched on the same or some neighbouring
bough, then mounts in the air, and floats or sails to the
top of the nearest tree, or, cocing all the while, will
continue rising and falling several times, with a peculiar
sort of flight, and when at its greatest clevation flapping

1s with a distinct sound,

the wings together backwar
audible at some distance on a still :1:1}',

The nest, wide and shallow, ]1]:|.|‘1-|1 II:~:1L:|.]l:l.' at a !H."I;hl
of from sixteen to twenty feet from the ground, is little
more than a rude platform of a few crossed sticks and
twigs, the largest as the foundation, so thinly laid together
that the eggs or young may sometimes be discovered from

-1

below. Tt is often built in woods and plantations, but
not unfrequently alse in single trees, even those that
are close to |.'.-"|1]-r.*.~', roads and j;u'.r'n, the oak and the
beech, the fir or any other suitable one, or even in ivy
acainst a wall, rock, or tree, or in a thick bush or
shrub in a garden, or an isolated thorn, even in the
thick part, so that in flying out in a hurry, if alarmed,
many of the loosely-attached feathers are pulled out.
One pair built in a spruce fir not ten yards {rom a garden
rate, where 1|.lL'}' were ::umt;mtl_v liable to disturbance
by the ringing of the bell, and the passing in and out
of the members of the fimily. Another pair dwelt two
years in succession close to a window by a frequented
walk, and this, though a cat destroyed the young.

The eggs, which are delicious ealing, are two in
number, pure white, and of a rounded oval lorm: two

and sometimes three broods are produced in the season,

viol. It
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but the third may [}l{'li!iih]:n‘ be unl}' the consequence of
a previous one having been destroyed or prevented: the
egzs are hatched in sixteen or seventeen daye. The
young are fed from the bills of the parent birds with
the food previously swallowed, reduced to a sort of milk.
The male and female both take their turns in hatching
the eggs and in fe{:{l{ng the young, the former :‘.-illill:_;'
from six to oighl hours—f{rom nine or ten in the nlul'n"lng
to about three or four in the afternoon.

The first brood are abroad by the beginning of May;
the second in the end of July. Mr. Macgillivray has
known the yvoung unfledged in October, and a pair with
down tips to the feathers on the 26th. of that month;
Mr. Hewitson, too, so late as the middle of September;
and R. A. Julian, Esq., Jun., on the 15th. of that month,
1851, at Minchenay, near Holbeton, Devon; so also
E. C. Nunn, Esq., at Trevan Wood, near Diss, Norfolk,
on the 25th. of the same month in the same year.

I\Iule: Wr:lght, about twenty ounces; lenglh one foot
five inches and a half to one foot six inches; hill, pale
reddish orange yellow, red at the base, powdered over
with a white dust; the cere almost white; iris, pale
yellow; the eyelids yellowish red, the bare part above
them blue. Head, crown, and neck on the back, greyish
blue; on the sides some of the feathers are bright green
and some cream-coloured, and below purple. The ring
around, which is glossy white, and composed on each
side of twelve or fourteen scale-like feathers, is hégun
to be assumed at .about the end of two months, and a
fortnight suffices for its full development. In front the
neck is brownish purple, fading towards the breast and
sides into light greyish blue. Nape, grevish blue; chin,
bluish grey; throat, purple red; back above, greyish
blue, tinged with brown; below, light greyish blue.

ey BT R e m—- "
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Extent of the wings from two feet four to two feet
five inches. The first guill feather is nearly as long as
the fourth, the second and third the lllll;-_fi""-t: greater
and lesser wing coverts, dark bluish grey, the first four
or five feathers of each white or partially white, forming
a white bar, much the most conspicuous when the wings
are _u]“'q_,-.ul_ Primaries, e }'E.\-]l black, the outer l‘l].H’l.'S
narrowly white; tertiaries, dark bluish grey;: greater and
lesser under wing coverts, light greyish blue. The tail,
of twelve feathers, is long and very broad, slightly
rounded at the end, the two middle feathers bluish
rrey, the ends, for a third of the whole length, dark
bluish grey, the others dull areyish blue in colour at
the base, lighter in the middle, and greyish black at
the end: underneath it 1s ’_:l't':'p'ih]l black, with a band
across the middle of bluish grey; upper tail coverts,
light greyish blue. The legs, which are feathered below
the knee, and the toes, are purple red, darkest behind
—they are covered with scales. Claws, dark brown.

The female differs very little from the male—the
colours not so bright. Leneth, one foot five inches and
a quarter. The wings expand to the width of two
feet four inches. The tail T.Elll:_:l'l]. with brown.

The young are at first covered with p:th: }':'Hlu'»‘ down,
and have the cyes closed by a film, through which the
pupil of the eye may be plainly seen, for nine days
after they are hatched. When fully fledged they are of
the same colours as the adult, but duller in tint, and
1i.11:_:m1 with brown, the white rin_r:; and the iridescent
hues being wanting. After the first moult the plumage
is complete, but becomes afterwards somewhat deeper
and purer. Varieties have sometimes been met with
spotted with white. A liver-coloured one was shot by
Mr. George Johnson, of Melton Ross, Lincolnshire.
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STOCK DOV
Columbe auos, PrxxasT. SELby

Columbue—A  Dove, Oipos—Wine: from the vinous ecolour
of 1ts breast

Tue Stock Dove is found in Europe—in Germany
and France, Spain and Italy, Sweden, Norway, and
Finland. In North Africa, and also in Madecira: as
likewise in ;'LFi.'l—‘.I}:l'lTIf_‘I}' in Persia: and in Africa—in
Egypt, and in the islands of the Mediterranean.

In" Yorkshire, a few have been met with in the
neighbourhood of York, and a few are also noticed in
the vicinity of Sheflield. In Norfolk it is comimeon,
but local; also in Hertfordshire and Essex. The same
is the case in other southern and midland counties.

It frequents woods, coppices, and groves, and these

both in low and more hilly countries, suiting itself

alike among oaks and fruit trees, beeches and firs, or
any others that present fucilities for building purposes.

It remains in some parts of the country throughout
the year, but i1s migratory in others, le:n'ing its summer
haunts towards the end of October.

The Stock Dove becomes easily tame in confinement,
and will even return to its cage after being loosed from it.

They roost in trees. and consort with the Ring Dove
in winter, at which time they also assemble in large
flocks. They arc restless in their habits.  While the hen
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is sitting, her partner frequently comes to look after her.
Like others of the gCnns 1]H.'}.‘ are much attached to
each other, and though several pairs build in the same
neighbourhood, are never seen to quarrel. They are
f']l'iilll:\' and neat in all their habits. The young birds
e ]Il'l]‘l_'][ L'H:l'f'||1"|1 s an :II'|Ill.'i:‘ :11‘ j‘illlll.

Their flight is exceedingly rapid. On first taking
1.l.'5||'_{, t]w:_.' 1'i.|[: their ]|i1.-ilt||-- I||;:'1]L|'|' once or ['\'l.'i_l._‘i_‘.'
which, when many are in company, causcs a considera-
ble sound. On the ground they are active and lively,
running quickly in rather an upright posture, with a
-I.|r-5._'l.' L'!r-]lm‘:lnr'll'._. 1,..;1.['11:_:_7 the head at each stop.
'”1!'}' 1?[]'.'][ on trees, but the larger branches :1111}' are
suitable for their footing.

Their food is composed of voung green leaves, seeds
of plants and trees—hemp, rape, and others, berries,
beech-mast, acorns, peas, and grain of various sorts.

The note, mostly heard in the morning, but both ut
“Night and Morn,” is a repeated ‘coo-co-o0.

Nidification begins about the end of March, or the
beginning of April.

The nest, which is flat and shallow—a mere layer
of a few sticks slightly put together, is often placed
on the ground in an old deserted rabbit barrow, where
any exist, and in this case on the bare sand or earth,
a few sticks being occasionally used; and in such places
under forze and other bushes, where the surface is
hollowed ; also, ru':ii|mri|_1.-__ in any suitable holes in trees,
from four or five feet to ten times that height from
the ground. The same hole is sometimes resorted to
again, but not the same year, and if disturbed by other
wonld-be-tenants, 1]‘[0}" .k:lnu[l:; defend  their own: ®
second brood is reared in the year. Incubation lasts

about seventeen days, and in about a month the voung
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are able to fly. The parents ure very careful of the eggs, }
and will even sit on them till taken off with the hand. r
James Dalton, Esq., of Worcester College, Oxford, has
found the nest of the Stock Dove in a hollow of a
decayed clm tree, something more than a foot in depth,

at Hillesden, near Buckingham; the nest was made of

hay or grass. Leaves are pn ocecasion used likewise for

the purpose.

The eggs, white, are smaller than those of the Queest,
and somewhat pointed at the smaller end, but rounded
on the whole, and of an oval shape.

Male; length, one foot two inches; bill, pale reddish
orange brown, the edges greyish yellow, the bare part
round it !:u]c _'I.'L'l]‘.'l\'l-'it-'il red; the cere, red, r_‘x('-:';ﬂi.n:.;'
the hind part, which is white; iris, vellowish searlet red; .
head and crown, bluish grey: neck on the sides, glossy ‘I
iridescent green and purple red; on the back and nape,
bluish grey; chin, bluish grev. Breast above, brownish
purple red, shading off downwards into bluish grey, grey
on the lower part and sides. DBack above, bluish brown,
then bluish grey, and on the lower part grey.

The wings, rather long—two feet two inches in ex-
panse, have the second quill feather the longest, the
third nearly of the same length, the first a little shorter:
greater and lesser wing’ coverts, bluish grey: sometimes
one or more of these feathers has a single leaden grey
spot; primaries, dark leaden grey, the outer margins
1mh:|': secondaries, |'lf_{|1t bluish grey at the base of the
outer web, the ends dark leaden grey, the three inner
have a large patch of black on their outer webs; ter-
tiaries, bluish grey, l]_]r: last three with a leaden grey

@pot on the outer web; greater and lesser under wing
coverts, urey. 'The tail, of twelve feathers, and slightly 3
rounded at the end, is bluish grey for two-thirds of




STOCK DOVE, 303

its length, then succeeded by a narrow band of a lighter
grey, the end dark leaden grey: the inner part of the
outer web of the outer feather on each side is almost white;
upper tail ecoverts, grey; under tuil coverts, orey; the
legs are feathered in {front one-thivd down, and are, as
the toes, carmine illll’[I]I.' I'L'f.]; l..'i,l."-'.."\1 1i:,;|:11 1J]'u1.'|.|l, }'t'l-
lowish grey towards the end.

The female ;J'.L]'-'-']_‘-. differs from the male, except in
size, nnd in the less purity of colours. Length, one foot
one inch and a half. 'T'he wings expand to the width
of not r,':i'.- two feet two inches.

The young are at first without the metallic shades
on ['lu' ‘-i_l'lil_'-\. nl' 1|||' e '.{, and the :-[J-':-['\ on the tertiaries.

Individuals vary slightly in colour. The quills of

the wings when worn become browner.
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ROCK DOVYE.
ROCKIER,
Coftemba Iivia, SeLpy. Jexyxs. Gouvro.

Columba—A Pigeon, or Dove. Livia—( Queaere, for Lividea

Black and blue—lead-colour.)

Ir you look at each and every one of the Pigeons
that fly about the barn and fold-yard or rise in a flock
from the open ficld, nay, if you glance at any of those that
ham;: up in the l’ik}ll][l.':l'{'l"h b'hlirp in the narrowest street
in London,—in even which, by the way, you can, if
your lot is cast in the great city, make frequent orni-
thological observations, and, losing vourself for a moment
in pleasing thought in the Haymarket, the Turnstile,
the Rosckery, the Grove, or the Strand—apologies now
for the scenes that gave them their names of old—
realize the ‘rus in urbe,’—you will see that every indi-
vidual bird, let the varied colours of its plumage be
what they may, has a patch of white over the tail. This
will at once shew you that it must derive its origin
from the species at present before us, which has the
like distinguishing mark, and not, as might naturally
be supposed by any one who was not cognizant of the
#act, from the common Wild Pigeon of the woods.

The name of this species designates its habit of life,
as a dweller among the rocks and cliffs of the sea-girt
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isle or the mainland; but in the interior, it puats up
with old ruins or towers. It is a native of the former
situations in Denmark, Norway, and Sweden, in the rocky
islands of the Mediterranean, eastward as far ns Greece,
and northward to the Ferroe Islands; and hikewise odecurs
in North Africa, Madeira, and Teneriffe; and in Asia
—in Japan and Persia.

In Yorkshire, the Rock Daove is plentiful among the
hich cliffs of Flamborough .|||L'...‘"~;u-|-'|uu.

In Scotland, it t.l'n'lll:'lhl\' most ol the I'lu.‘l-:_\.' shores of
Sutherlandshire, also those of Rosshire, Morayshire, and
Cromarty; in fact any such on both the east and west
coasts.

In Orkney, the Wild Pigeon abounds, being found
almost everywhere where there are rocks or caves to
afford them a secure building retreat. The same is the
case 1n .“"11|r~ll.q|1|]. .a||{1 1]|.|: |]r'l|H'i.lii"-.1 or Western LHllLHL].-‘i.

These birds are commonly believed to pair for life;
if the female be killed her partner exhibits the most
expressive emotions of distress; and it 15 long, if ever,
before he changes his widowed state: some are even said
to have been known to have died of grief—"1 did
mourn as a Dove,” says David, borrowing from najure
the most expressive image that he could use. They are
capable of being easily tamed if taken young, which
indeed is evidenced by the domesticated race, and one
has been known to have lived full twenty years. Mr.
Edward,. of DBanff, has recorded in the “ Banffshire
Journal,” an instance of a Common Pigeon having
lived to the seventeenth year of its age; and of one
which he brought up, the late lamented Macgillivray
thus feelingly writes, in recording its untimely fate:—

“TLong and true was my sorrow for my lost companion,

the remembrance of which will probably continue as

Nk, ML, - R
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lﬂng as Ii.rE. I ]1:11.'1: !-i“{‘l: ]'I'ED'I]['I'IQ[I |I'|E' ICISS ﬂt“ H f‘nl'l'
dearer Dove. They were gentle and lovely beings; but
while the one has been blended with the elements, the
other remains, ‘Hid with Crrist in Gon,” and for it I
‘mourn not as those that have no hope'”

Wild Pigeons live peaceably among their neighbours,
and amicably among themselves, and if any slight differ-
ences, for the most part for the small dwelling-place,
ever arise, ‘“Amantium ir@e amoris integratio est.” In the
winter, thf‘}' collect into flocks, as also in the autumn
and the spring, sometimes of several hundred or even
thousand individuals, and then may be approached, with
care, rather more nearly than at other times, for ordi-
narily they are shy. Macgillivray writes, “When
searching for food, they walk about with great celerity,
moving the head backwards and forwards at each step,
the tail sloping towards the ground, and the tips of
the wings tucked up over it. In windy weather, they
usually move in a direction more or less opposite to
the blast, and keep their body nearer to the ground
than when it is calm, the whole flock going together.
When startled, they rise suddenly, and by striking the
gropnd with their wings, produce a crackling noise.
When at full speed, they fly with great celerity, the
air whistling against their pinions. . ..They usually alight
abruptly when the place is open and clear, and, if very
hungry, immediately commence their search, although,
on alighting, they frequently stand and lock around
them for a few moments., On other occasions, however,
they fly over the ficld in circles, descending gradually.
When flying from the rocks to the places where they
procure their food, and when returning in the evening,
they do not mount high in the air; and when passing
over an eminence, they fly so low, as almost to touch
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it. When the wind is very high, and their course i3
amainst it, t’iu*}' I[_\' in the same manner, t-t!:ing advan-
tage of the shelter.”

[t is a fine sight to see them from the top of some
]llt:_1||. chif, xt'lu!lliu:_: and -1urutil|j_{ .-|.|.-|.||:_‘r below with the
great veloeity for which their flight is so remarkable,
the 1.';]||:ﬁ-|a r“l’il“.l‘l 11|;:L[ill_:_{ the air. If however in no
||1:lt'_‘,.'. t|u-:~' ﬂ‘!,' more l i.--ll:l't']]..‘I and with slower strokes.
In walking, or rather ruanning, in the ficlds in {eeding,
they sometimes aid their advance by a flutter of the
wings, and [ have observed, in a flock of tame Pigeons
feeding in a field, the hind ones, every few moments,
flying over the rest, and taking their places in front,
to have their turn of the best pickings, and this in
constant succession, as if the whole of the Hock admitted
the |i'__;1|l in each Illlu'L'_. and claimed 1t il1[[i\’idu:l.||.}' for
themselves. At times, ecspecially in the spring, they
may be seen cireling in the air, sailing about before
settling, with the wings closed together over the back.
They roost in their holes and caves, and occasionully,
it is said, on the ground in open ficlds. They are
fond of bathing, and also of rolling themselves in, and
sprinkling themselves with dust.

The food of the Rock Dove consists of grain and sceds,
such as barley, peas, oats, charlock, and wild mustard,
and they also feed, in default of these, on dillerent species
of snails; a few [ragments of stone, or, where old buildings
are iuim[,lilr;d, of mortar, are also swillowed. ‘Lhe lll.l.il.lﬂill'i'
of grain consumed is very great; thus, in two specimens
examined by Mr. Macgillivray, the number of seceds of
gr:lin found were, in one, over a thousand, and in the
other, five hundred and ten. “Now supposing there may
be {ve thousand Wild Pigeons in Shetland or in Fetlar,

which feed on gruin for six months every year, and
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fill their crops once a day, hall of them with barley,
and the other half with oats, the number of seceds
picked up by them, would be two hundred and twenty-
nine million, five hundred thousand grains of barley,
and four hundred and fifty million grains of oats—
i r]uﬂ“til:f “'hil_‘h “"ﬂlli{l I'_'."I.H].IIL'H ||-'|-i‘|-l'|:ln1 |1-'101' ’:'I.Itl.'i.“l‘ﬁ
in a season of scarcity. I am unable to estimate the
number of bushels, and must leave that task to the
curious. What is the number of Pigeons, wild and
tame, in Britain; and how much grain do they pick
up from the fields and eorn }'Mdsf It is p:'nb:lhlu
that were the seeds of the cereal plants, which all the
granivorous birds in the country devour annually,
:ICCL‘[I‘D[L":\' known, it would prove much ]Lig]u:r than
would be imagined; vet by far the greater part of it
“"Dl,]i.d l]l'_“ l.'.'ir no use to man, werc ﬂ.ll tIZH'."' l}El"lﬂ d!‘..‘il]'ﬂ}'l"[]}
it being irrecoverably dispersed over the fields.” Every
morning they fly off from their fastnesses, to levy
contributions on the nearest cultivated country, resorting
to regular feeding places while food is to be found
i plenty; but when the contrary is the case, they
are compelled to seek for it in all directions.

They drink often, and, as do the other Pigeons,
by a continued dranght. The young ones are fed with
food previously swallowed by the parents, and they
receive it with a flattering of the wings and a low
plaining note of hunger.

The Rock Pigeon does not perch in trees, but in
lien thereof takes its stand on some high spot, at the
same time secure and outlooking.

The note is a ‘coo-roo-coo’ quickly repeated, the last
‘oo’ prolonged.

They build in companies, many often in the same
eavern. The nest is composed of sticks and dry stalks
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and blades of rrass and other plants, laid Lngvthur without
much eare. The bed is fresh made without much
trouble, for a new brood as soon as the former has been
sent at large. The first eggs arve laid about or towards
the middle of April, and the latest, the latter end of
;*Lu;:uwt; the young are seen about’ the end of 51*|‘.|T.1_'mln‘|'.

The eggs are white, and two in number; while the
hen is sitting, the cock bird feeds her, and even at
other times she will often take a morsel from his
mouth: at night he remains close to the nest. The
young birds are fledged in about three weeks, and
after a few days education by their parents, go their
ways Lo |J'|'I.I"|'i:lf]l.' 1-II' themselves.

Male; weizht, eleven ounces; lemgth, one foot onc
inch to' one foot two inches; bill, dull brownish black,
with a tinge of orange—it is much compressed about
the middle both in depth and width; cere, brownish
black in front, the hind portion white. Iris, pale orange;
eyelids, reddish; head, erown, and neck on the back,
dark bluish grey, the latter on the sides glossed with
I‘Hl'lrlu red, and green reflections, the former the foremost;
chin, bluish grey. 'Throat, purple and green, varying
with the light; breast, light greyish blue; back on the
upper part, light bluish grey, then bluish grey, and
an the lower part white.

T'he wings, which expand to the width of from two
{eet one inch to two feet three inches, have the first feather
shorter than the second or third, which are nearly
of equal length and the longest in the wing, the fourth
much shorter than the first. Greater wing coverts, dull
bluish grey, each with a black spot near the end
forming a conspicuous black band: lesser wing coverts,

light bluish grey; primaries and secondaries, dull bluish

grey on the outer web of the first and part of th,
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second feather, and lighter on the inner, dusky towards
the end; tertiaries, light bluish grey tipped with black,
and exhibiting a second conspicuous band of black ; greater
and lesser under wing coverts, white. The tail, of
twelve feathers, bluish grey for two-thirds of its length,
the shafts black, an inch of the end leaden black,
the band thus formed widest in the middle; the outer
web of the side feather is white as far as the black
band. Upper tail coverts, dark bluish grey; legs and
toes, carmine red, the former scaled in front, and the
latter on their upper surface; claws, brownish black.
The feathers of the body adhere loosely, and easily come
off.

The female is of less bright colours thau the male.
Length, one foot one inch, to one foot one inch and
a half; the neck has less green. Extent of wings, from
two feet one inch, to two feet two inches and a half, the
black bars on these are shaded with grey, and their tips
are tinged with brown. The tail has the tip also tinged
with brown.

The young are at first covered with yellow down.

g e
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TURTLE DOVE.

Columba Turtur, Fawxxoe, Larma.

Twrtwr aurifus, Rav.

Columba—A DPigeon. Turfir—The Turtle Dove.

Tmis beantiful bird is an inhabitant of Africa, from
whence it crosses to Europe, and is met with in Ger-
many, Italy, and other countries of the continent. It
has been noticed also in Asia—in Asia Minor, the
East Indies, Japan, China, and the islands of the South
Seas,

The Tuartle Dove breeds in H:Lulv:.r wood, Berkshire,
near Oxford, as James Dalton, Esq., of Worcester
Colleze, has informed me. In Yorkshire, one was ob-
tained some years since near IHalifax, and one also in
1824, “near fair Rotherham,” not so fair in these times
af 5111{1]»‘.?, as in the :]:l._'..'.-; of yore, those of the "“I':l_*_{llll of
Wantley;" another was shot at lligh Catton, near York,
one seen by Arthur Strickland, Esq., near Burlington,
and one taken near Scarborough. It is the most plentiful
in the “Hastern Counties.”” In Cambridgeshire, a few
iHIt_i.'l-'i.lhl-'!lh' of this ::p['{'[L'H visit the ]r[:nlluﬁnlﬁ in the

neighbourhood of DBottisham, every spring, and it has
also been noticed at Stetchworth, and Wood-Ditton. In
Norfolk, it is pretty common in the summei; as also

in BEssex and Suffolk. In Kent, where it is the most
plentiful, T have seen it in the neighbourhood of Sitting-
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brown above, on the lower part brownish in colour.

The wings, one foot ninc or ten inches in expanse,
]ung and acute, have the sccond 1.|_I1i.]l the !Uli,'-\'t'-"T, the
first nearly as long, the third a little shorter than the
first, the others rapidly diminishing in length; greater
wing coverts, mostly grey, the others greyish brown,
with narrow whitish edges; lesser wing coverts, edged
with grey, with broad light reddish margins, and a central
pointed black spot, the outer one bluish grey; primaries,
greyish brown. The inner secondaries edged with grey,
with broad light reddish margins, and a central pointed
dark spot; the outer ones greyish brown, with narrow
whitish edges; greater and lesser under wing coverts,
bluish grey. The tail, long and much rounded, of
twelve feathers, greyish brown, the two centre ones
brown; all the others tipped with white, widest on the side
feathers, the outer web of the side one wlhite; under-
neath it is blackish brown, lila}u.-il with white; under
tail coverts, white. Legs and toes, carmine red—the
latter underneath dull yellowish; claws, blackish brown.

The female is less in size, and lighter-coloured.

The young, at first covered w ith vellow down, have,
their first year, the bill dark brown; iris, dusky, till
they are about half a year old, then it becomes by degrees
yellow and orange: the red round the eye appears the
sccond year; they assume also the black on the side
of the neck: the sccond year. DBreast on the sides,
bluish grey; back, darker brown than the neck in
front; greater and lesser wing coverts, tipped with
buff white; primaries, slightly .tinged on their outer
{:1.1:_:4.-5 with rufous. Tail, brown, the lateral feathers
with their outer webs, and the next two with their ends
white: underneath 1t is blackishk brown; under tail coverts,

whitish. Legs, toes, and claws, brown.
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PASSENGER TPIGEON.

Columbn migratorie, Freming,  YARRELL,
Retoninies migralorinie, Serkiy.
Colwmbo—A Pigeon. '|f|"_.|'.l‘|rfr|.l'."r|"—--.1l1'iLfI."ﬂlﬂl“-".

Tii1s Pigeon, far-famed on aceount of its extraordinary
numbers, is a native of North America, from north to
south., Captain Sir John Ross, R. N., mentions one
which flew on board the Victory in Baflin’s Bay, during
a storm, in the 73} degree of latitude, on the 31st. of
July, 1829, It has been taken also in Furope, in Russia
and Norway; and one was shot, while perched on a
wall near a dove-cote, at Westhall, in the ]}arl*:il of
Monymeal, Fifeshire, Scotland, on the 31st. of December,
1825,

The Passenger Pigeon, as imported by its name, is
of migratory habits in its nativé country.

These birds may be kept in confinement, and a pair
built and hatched their young in the menagerie of the
Zoological Society in the year 1833, and another pair
about the same time in that of Lord Derby, at Knowsley,
in Lancashire. In their native regions their numbers
scem to be almost incredibly wast; for miles and miles
anidl miles flock follows after flock, and that so fast as
scarcely to be able to be reckoned as they pass; Audubon
counted one hundred and sixty-three Hocks in twenty-one
minutes. If a Hawk threatens them, their movements,
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he says, are singularly beautiful, as they wheel with
the force of a torremt and a noise like thunder with
inconceivable velocity in various changing figures, the
whole mass gliding through the air as if a single living
body. Me gives a surprising account of the numbers
in which, in their peregrinations, they are captured in
the easicst manner in consequence of their dense pro-
pithlliT}' to each other, and {!cl't:linij.' the whole aceount
gives a very “high flown™ representation of their Hight.

Epitomising. his calculations, Alexander Wilson says,
";."n”l"'-‘-"tl!.'_:' two ]Jl-_ﬂt'ml‘." to the square }';Lt'lf, we have
one billion, one hundred and fifteen millions, one hun-
dred and thirty-six thousand Pigeons in one Hock,
(flight;) and as every Pigeon consumes fully half a pint
per day, the quantity required to feed such a flock
must be eight millions, seven hundred and twelve thou-
sand bushels per day.”

Their flight is extraordinarily rapid. It has been
conclusively proved that they have travelled, at the rate
of about a mile in a minute, between three and four
hundred miles in six hours,

Dr. Saynisch, a German naturalist, thus deseribes their
nesting-places, and it certainly is corroborative of
Audubon’s account. “The gathering together of these
birds, for the purpose of incubation, was exhibited on
a scale perfectly astonishing. For the length of nine
miles they had occupied every tree and sapling in the
whole breadth of the valley, which is from a quarter
to a third of a mile wide. Thousands and millions of
nests were seen on the beech, birch, and maple trees,
every tree of which contained several nests; and I
counted on some of them from twenty to fifty nests.
Unlike most birds, they are said never to return to
their nesting-places in a succeeding year; we therefore
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only saw their deserted nests; yet even these were in-
teresting, as evidences of the countless numbers which
had congregated here. During the season, when the
young DPigeons or “squabs” were ready to fly, their
retirement was invaded by numerous persons, who filled
sacks and carts with them; there requiring no other
trouble than the shaking of the young trees, or cutting
down those of greater size. 'This year the Pigeons
established themselves in a new spot, in the beech
woods, ten miles to the west.”

It would appear that the nest, which is placed in
trees, and is only a layer of a few sticks, is put together
in a single day, and that the young are hatched in six-
teen days;—both male and female assisting in mu.]{{ug
the nest, the former hl'inj:;ing the materials, and the
latter arranging them, and also in the work of incubation.

The egg, for only one is laid, is pure white.

Male; length, one foot five inches; bill, orange colour;
iris, pale yellow. IHead on the sides and crown, bluish
grey; neck on the sides, iridescent reddish chesnur,
purple in some lights, and green in others; on the back,
bluish grey; nape, brownish grey; chin, bluish grey;
throat and hrL'u.:'-T,, rich chcﬂtmt, 1‘1-'111"1' lower down and
on the sides; back, bluish grey.

T'he wings have the first and third quill feathers equal
in length, longer than the fourth, but shorter than the
second, which is the longest in the wing; greater and
lesser wing coverts, bluish grey, with a few ohlong spots
of black; primaries, leaden grey, the outer lllm'jr:f.ns Imtr_'r,
the shafts black; tertiaries, brownish grey. ‘l'he tail,
long and cuneiform, the four middle feathers the longest,
tapering and pointed at the end; the four outer ones on
each side graduated in length. The two middle ones
are blackish brown; the next on each side white, tinged
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with grey on a portion of the

outer web, and leaden
grey at the base; the four outside feathers on each side
white, partly tinged with grey, and at the base with
leaden grev; upper tail coverts, bluish grey; under tail
coverts, white. Legs and toes, rather long, and reddish
orange in colour; claws, black.

The female is smaller than the male;
are less bright, and

length, about

one foot four inches; her colours

more tinged with brown.

PN
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PHEASANT.
COMMON TIHEASANT. RING-NECKED PHEASANT,.
Plasiequs Colehicus, Lixxxvs., Larman.

Plasianws—A Pheasant., Colelicus—0Of Colelis.

Ix treating of the game birds, T foresce that it will
be difficult to confine myself strictly to their natural
history. When one comes to think, to’ speak, or to write
of the “flood and field,” I ask any reader who has
handled, though it may have been in days gone by,
“the rod and the gun,” whether nature and art are not
liere 'so closely connected together, that their confines
arc easily overstepped, and in fact one will be out of
bounds, trespassing perhaps, before he knows or thinks
where he is. I believe, indeed, that the old ecommen
law of England gives you leave and licence to follow

yvour came when struck, but

I must not forget that T
am now holding the pen and no other implement, and
must guide, and not be guided by, the “grey goose
wing.” I will ouly say that, as a magistrate for the East
Riding of Yorkshire, I have 1[[“‘51}'5 {felt that a puacher,
if not a really bad character, was not necessarily a L“-'E”r';-;
so utterly depraved, as to be deserving of nothing but
to be prosccuted with the *‘utmost rigour of the law.”

The Pheasant, though not strictly speaking one of
our native birds, having been introduced formerly—it

is supposed, as imported by its names, from the baunks



320 PHEASAXNT.

of ‘the River Phasis, in Colchis, in Asia—yet, as now
and long since naturalized among us, claims and receives
a place accordingly in every natural history.

This .‘-"F!]J_'Ih].ii]. bird is lri:'llli!-;Ll in a goreat part of
]':tlrn]u‘—l'.]n:' north :‘xu-;ﬂul. and in Asia, from the
shores of the Black Sea to rl‘;u't.n'_'f, Persia, the East
Indies, China, and its northern region, the formerly
famous and marvellous Cathay. It 1s common now
throughout this country, as also pretey o !H'!':l“}‘ in
Ireland; and in Scotland oceurs even so far north as
Sutherlandshire.

The favourite resorts of Pheasants are woods wherever
situated, and whether larger or smaller, and thick plan-
tations, especially if near rivers and marshy places, osier
beds, and islands overrun with tangled vegetation, long
grass, rushes, reeds, and brambles, and at times they
resort to hedge-rows. Their large size and conspicuous
appearance render them an easy prey to prowling
marauders on many a “‘shiny night at the season of
the wyear;” and their value for the table furnishes a
strong incentive to take them, even if the natural
instinct of the chase did not sufficiently provide it. The
paths that they form in thickets, nvite the treacherous
snare, the air-gun can easily reach them on their visible
roost, or even a noose at the end of a '[‘mfi'-: shouled
they fly, the difficulty is to miss them with a gun;
and should not any of these means be resorted to,
a villainous sulphur match will bring them down.

In the winter the males generally keep by themsglves,
and in spring, about March, again choose a domain and
haunt of their own, strutting, crowing, and clapping their
wings to the admiration of the females. The former are,
as they have need to be, more wary than the latter. One
has been known in defence of his wives to attack and

B
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drive off a eat, who was accidentally approaching. Of
another it is related by the Rev. Leonard Jenyns, that it
was so bold and fieree, that it “*was aceustomed to I.tLiL]l('
frequent sallies upon persons passing near the place
of its resort. 1 saw it myself fly boldly at the proprietor
of the grounds, who purposely approached the spot,
in order that I might witness the extent of its courage
and 1'4'1':“"1!_\': it commenced ]H‘t‘kinf_‘,‘ his legs, and strik-
ing with its wings, pursning him for a considerable
distance down one of the walks. Some wood-cutlters,
who were at work close by, were in the habit of pro-
tecting their legs with strong leather galters from the
attacks of this bird, which was constantly interrupting
and annoying them in this manner.” Of another it is
recorded, that having roosted in the neighbourhood of
a farm-yard, where game fowls were kept, it killed three
cocks in succession, but was slain"by a fourth, which
the owner armed with spuors for, protection. Another
went into a farm-yard, and for several months kept
company with the hens there, making his appearance at
daybreak, and retiring into the woods to roost at night.

The cock Pheasant deserts the hen as soon as the eggs
are laid, and she alone has the rearing of the young.

When fed in hard weather, they learn to come at
the call of the keepers The hen will sometimes hateh
her eggs in confinement. They are foolish birds, and
one has been known to “run farther into the danger,
than try to get out of it, and await its fate with patient
stupidity, without the least attempt to extricate itself.,”

The male I’heasant is polygamous, having from six
to nine mates. Its' natural habits confine it to the
ground, and there it roosts an the summer and autumn,
among long grass or bushes; but in the winter com-
monly in trees at a height of ten or twenty feet from

Yoo, - TI, T
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the ground: in the early spring the hen roosts near
the ::mr]i, gither in the same tree or in some one close to
it, whose shelter it also seeks at other times if' alarmed,
In the :':Ll'i}' part of the winter open lrecs are resorted
to, but in more severe weather, those of an evergreen
kind—hollies and firs. In strictly preserved pluces, they
often derive bolduess from conscious security, and dis-
play but very little fear of man.

[ts flight is straight, laboured, and heavy, performed
by quick flappings of the wings; the tail expanded: in
descending, it steadies its wings and sails before alight-
ing. A considerable sound is made by its first rising.
They run very fast on occasion, and if alarmed, either
speed into the nearest cover or take wing. If mnot
disturbed, but feeding quietly, they move about leisurely,
running every now and then, the wings rather drooped,
and the tail nearly*straight, but rather more elevated
than at other times.

It feeds on cereal ;_:t':Lin of the various kinds, and beans,
beech-mast, chesnuts, acorns, blackberries, sloes, hips
and hawe, and other small wild fruits; also the shoots
and leaves of various plants, turnip tops, and grass, the
roots of the golden buttercup, and of varions grasses
and bulbous plants; worms, grasshoppers, gnats, and
other inseets. It does a large amount of damage in
its L'DI:lSUlIilﬂiUIJ. of the first-named: where there are
ant-hills, the hen bird leads her young to them, in the
grass-ficlds, and afterwards into those of corn. Mr.
Macgillivray found a quantity-of a species of fern in
one. If they come into a garden, they devour grapes,
potatoes, carrots, cabbages, and turnips, and scratch the
ground in search of feod. ; They are particularly fond
of sunflower seeds and buckwheat.

The crow of the Pheasant, which bears but an humble
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resemblance to the “Cock’s shrill clarion,” is begun to
be heard in March, and then frequently in April and
May. The hen in like manner utters a low chirp—a
‘tshee,” when startled to take wing, and a slight eall on
the appearance of any danger. "The cocks crow at all
hours of the day, from the time of quitting their night's
roost to the time of their again retiving to rest, and in
the autumn early in the morning or late at-night. They
are particularly excited by thunder or any other loud
noise, such as the blasting of roeks, or the fring of
cannon, cven when so distant, as has been observed, as
thirty miles; while their own crowing in concert on
such oceasions may be heard, it is said, at a distance
of two miles. The explosion of Curtis and Harvey's
powder mills, at Hounslow, was answered by them at
a distance of fifty miles, as witnessed and récorded by
A. E. Knox, Esq. “The Common *I’heasant, as is well
known,” says the HRev. Leonard Jenyns, “betrays the
place of his repose by his repeated erowing; the coek
bird, for the hen appears to be nearly mute on these
oceasions, ﬁpri[lgs from the gl‘mlml on to the tree selected
for roosting with a harsh sercam or chuckle, that con-
tinues unremitted till he has assumed his perch; it is then
softened into a more harmonious crow, cousisting ol two,
and in some cases three notes, which are I'i‘[!r‘:ttmi at
intervals for a considerable time. Besides his ery, which
is heard to a considerable distance, there is o weak
inward noise immediately following, which sounds exaetly
like an echo of the first, consisting of the same notes
only in a different key, and utteted very softly.”

The nest, a very slight fabrication of a few leaves,
is made upon the ground, sometimes in the open
fields, but more commeonly in woods and plantations,
among underwood, under fallen or felled boughs and
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branches of trees, in long grass, and in hedge-rows.
The eggs are begun to be laid in April and May, one
after another for four, five, or six weeks, and inculiation
lnsts from twenty-four to twentv-six days. 'They are
from six to ten, and even fourteen in number, smooth,
and of a hght olive brown colour minutely dotted all
over. Some are grevish white tinged with green. The
hen sits for four and twenty hours on the brood afier
they are hatched, which takes place in June or July,
anil [hu_'}' !{r_'g_']r with her till []](‘_‘l.' b _~_-|':'14 to moult to
the full plumage. They soon learn to run about
with her, and when half grown begin to roost on the
same tree. It would appear that twe hens will some-
times lay in one and the same nest, and also that that of
the Partridge will occasionally be made use of, even if it
already contain eggs, the Pheasant expelling their proper
owner, and hatching them with her own, and bringing up
the young. The eggs are subject to considerable malfor-
mation. Mr. Hewitson mentions one sent to him by the
Hon. Mrs. Tiddel, which was of a cylindrieal shape.
Male; weight, very variable—from two pounds and a half
to three pounds, and even, in some instances, over four
pounds; length, two fect ten inches to two feet eleven.
Bill, whitish or pale yellowish, or pale greenish horn-
coloar, the base rather darker. The eye is surronnded
by a bare skin of a bright scarlet colour, minutely
speckled with bluish black: in parts it approaches
deep red, and in some seasons, crimson. Iris, pale
yellowizsh orange, with a tinge of brown, the eyelids
flesh-coloured: over the ear is a small tuft of dark
golden-green feathers, set out in the spring. Head on
the crown, deep brownish green, with yellowish mar-
ginal edgings, the feathers rather clongated and silky;
neck behind, deep green, and on the sides and in front,
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greenish blue and purple blue, alternately reflecting bur-
nished shades of green, purple, and brown, in dilferent
lights. Throat and breast above, dark golden red, each
feather margined with glossy black and reflecting tints of
gold and purple; lower down, brownish black glossed with
green, the margins of the feathers bemg of the latter
colour, and in young birds tinged with reddish. Bacl,
on the upper part dark orange red, within which is
i }'r”n\‘n'i.—-h white Il;lll.d, the feathers r|];1|'_|_:i1|1_'L]. with
velvet black, and with a eentral oblong spot of the
same; lower down dark orange red, the centre of each |
feather dark, with an outer band of pale yellow, with
spots of light blue and purple, then licht brownish
red, the feathers L'lfmg.l.[cd, with loose filaments.

The wings, rounded in form, and of twenty-four
r]tlil].‘i_. t‘xp:u::i to the width of two feet uEghL in-:_']u.'r-;
the third and fourth quills are the longest, the first
:.'ql.t:Li to the seventh: underneath, the wings are
yellowish grey. Greater and lesser wing coverts, red
of two shades, the inner dark, the outer yellowish
grey, variegated with dusky and whitish; primaries, dull
groyish brown, varied with pale greyish yellow; scconda-

ries, broad, rounded, and a little shorter than the prima-

ries, and more tinged with brown on the outer edges.
The tail is slightly arched, and of eighteen feathers;
the two middle ones frequently measure as much as
two feet—more or less according to age. It is pale
yellowish brown with a tinge of green, with narrow
transverse black bars about an inch apart, and a broad
border of dull red on each side, the loose margins
glossed with green and purple: the outer feathers ave
the shortest, and the shafts dusky; upper tail coverts,
light brownish red; under tail coverts, variegated with .'
reddish. The legs, light brownish lead-colour, have .
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WoOD GROUSE.

Tetrao wrogallns, Pexxaxt. Moxtaow,
Urogalfes major, Brissox.
Tetrao—From the Hindoostanee. { .."-:'_.’-'.’-.'.!r'.'.'-'. Ui g

A bull. Gallws—A Cock.

Tuis chieftain Grouse, the IJtidli‘ of the northern
forests, has long since disappeared from the scene where
his race for aces dwelt: the gallant Capercailzie of
Scotland is no more. The year 45’ was a “memorable”
one in the records of the clan, for then he last was
scen in Strath Spey, though he held his own in Strath
Glass and Glen Moriston till 1769. The warning to
Lochiel mizht have been applied to the bird, the “Low-
lands" proved the destruction of both. Still he claims
a place in my “History of British Birds,” and though
the native branch of his family is extinet, collateral
ones continue to hold sway in other lands, and indivi-
duals from them have several times been introduced
with a wview to their re-naturalization here, and with
some success. In 1838 and 1539, Lord Breadalbane
received fifty-four adult birds from Norway; and their
descendants in large numbers dignify the old woods
about Taymouth Castle, Drummond Hill, Kenmore
Hill, Croftmorraiz Hill, and others, and several move
down every year to Strath Tay, Blair Athol, Dunkeld,
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and Crieff, so that the “king of the game birds may now
be said te be restored to his h:'ru_':]i.:;u'l'..' dominions,”
I.":'ll [1_\'1.[: :l]:"l’ .lll-ll."\-ll:-l.l.l“‘ 'i.]. ik ]l.!.il.I -Cl.t. ?ll]-:l.l' [.I.Hl:'_:l'. :ll:ll.”.l.l
the beginning of January, 1828, and a second pair in
I7¢ 1H:'.:t1_'~'. 1529, The Duchess of Athol had some sent
to her at Blair. |.]|11r are said to ]I:l'l.'i_‘. L:I_'i'l.l. |.|_‘-|'||:|.|'_'1|.:.'
found in Ireland.

The '[_.'.l[re'l'l'.:i:li-‘ inhabits the northern countries of
[\.Hr-r'l:-r, as Iar as the [::.15.-- tree flourishes, which is very
necarly to the North Cape itself: the forests of this and
other -[:-|_|_i--~. are its vesort. It is the most LJ]l.llt;lllll i
Norway, and very scarce in the southern parts of
Sweden. It is found in Jutland, Russia, Norway,
Prussia, Siberia, |"--Il-a!u-]1 “"J'Ilmll}. I.-i‘-'llh'l.l., and Hun-
gary; it is said also to oceur on the Pyrenees on
the borders of Spain, on the Appenine range in Ltaly,
ii Switzerland, Greece, and some of the islands of the
Crirecilan .Illll‘.]l.llfll'I-.l:_"U., and 1n [;p]u'l' Alsace: in France
it is rare. It is found also in Asia—in Tartary.

Professor Nillson CHY that in the ].ll'l'_:_i_'i'_ forests gt
remains all the year round; but that those which inhabit
the sides of mountains, or any more open part of the
country, descend in hard weather to lower ;_;I'ul.l.]u|:.

The Capereaillie is for the most part on the ground,
though commouly also he perches on the trees, and the
latter especially in time of snow. lle generally roosts
at sunset in trees, but is also said to shelter himsell in
the snow. e is of b!:}' habits, and is difficult to rise,
running off on the slightest alarm. His fuvourite haunt
is in the depth of the forest of the pine, the beech,
and the oak, among tangled brushwood, fullen trees, and
rude rocks; in these indeed he is alone found. Combats
occasionally take place between the males. ‘The young
cocks do not attain their full growth till the thircd year,

voik, 1l 2
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or upwiards. They are frequently domesticated, so much
so as to feed out of the hand, and have been known
to breed in confinement. I|.'h.|'_'.' at times, however, be-
come fierce and will attack people, and voe has even been
known to do so in the wild swate, battling with any
intruders on his wood. Another had the same habit,
.'Jull Wils TEInoy 1.|. o u distance I-.-'i. I.Il.ll,l.l-fl._'l_'tl. 1|Ii!t:‘-, |:HI:T.
the next u'.:_‘.' he was back at his old E'li.i.L'I'. ||:Ll'.‘n will

ck Girouse. In their

oecasionitlly breed with the
manners they are said to be dull and heavy, but the
1-1, I'II.I|.|.'.‘- J:'*—.‘- =0 tiuin the males, il.l'.l.l :l:.=ll |l. £3 =|.I:|.'. ."IIL':LI\.'l'
says that if surprised, she crouches flat to the ground
hjth her brood, and if .."ljll'll:.l."l..'.'ii. Very L'E.l.:"_ﬂ"l}‘? she
and they fly off to the lower boughs of some tree, and
do not wait then for a sccond approach. The male, Le
adds, 1s very unsociable, |-.J¥'i||5; about ]l_'-.' himself till the
spring, when be jolns s mates for a few weeks, and
then returns to his former habits, leaving the females
to take care of the nests, ewgs, and broods.

As a game bird, it is of course made use of for the
table, but is mot particularly geod eating: the eggs,
however, are so. It will keep, when dried, for a year.
Abroad, they are caught in traps, and also are watched
for Ll}' gunners, who lie 1o wait for them all lli;,_-ll'.l_,;ui:]
in the morning steal 2 anareh upon them while enragred
i singing, us their noise is also called, pausing when
they cease, and drawing nearer again when they re-com-
mence. These birds are generally found in packs at
the beginning and during the continvance of winter,
dispersing again with the return of spring. The packs
are suid to consist scmetimes of  us any s ﬁj't:._- or
huadred birds, and to frequent the sides of the lukes
and morasses which abound in the northern forests.

ht is said to be wot particulurly heavy o1
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noisy, considering their size, and they can take a flight
of several miles at a time. The wings are elapped very
4l||in;:|-'.|lr tn:_::'ﬂu*r‘, |'.|. W .|”{i.1];_:, 1]||.' hllﬂ}' | carried In
a horizontal position, the tail drooped, and the head
stretched out,  If need be they ecan run fast,

These birds feed on grain, juniper berries, eranberries,
blacherries, and other berries, and the leaves of small
shrubs, the buds of the birelh and other (rees, and
tnseets, and also, but probably only in winter and
the early months, the males it is said the most so, on
the leaves of the fir, which i.]?l]l:I'I.'T a i'n'q'('u'];lihli' flavour
to them: r|'.|'_‘.' drink 1‘:'|-|[|11-n:]}'. The yvouugz are al first
fed with ants, worms, and inseccts.

The play of the Capercaillie, for so is his note ealled,
is harsh and grating, and is said to resemble the
syllables fpeller, peller, peller.” Tt is made from the
first dawn of day to sunrise, and from a little after
sunset till it 1s q';litl‘ dark: but 15 :!{‘13&“:!;:11{ on the state
of the season. While playing, his neck is stretched
out, the tail raised and spread, the wings drooped, and
the feathers ruffled out, and he seems absorbed in his
thoughts, and may be more easily approached than at
other times. “These sounds he repeats at first at some
little intervals, but as he procecds they increase in
r11|.1iL1il'.}', until at t;i:it, and after E!I.'I']HI[:IH the ];Lphr of
a minute or so, he makes a sort of gulp in his throat,
and finishes by drawing in his breath. During the
continuance of this latter process, which only lusts a
few seconds, the head of the Capercaillie is thrown up,
his cyes are [ul['tiu]ly closed, and his whole appearance
would denote that he is worked up inte an agony of

]‘ilﬁﬁiun.” The woice of the female resembles the sound

a call to her mate and to the
young. Old birds will not permit the young, even of

‘gock, gock, gock,’
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the second wyear, to play. If, however, the old birds
be killed, the young ones in a day or two usually
begin to call. This they do in certain stations or play-
ing grounds, to which they keep for years together.
Several may be heard playing at the same time on
these playing grounds. The hen birds assemble at the
L‘ul], and the chanter then descends from the tree.
He does not play from the same tree every day; and
is: seldom to be met with on the same spot for two
days together.

About the }_u:_i:illtlin;_:‘ of .\Iﬂ}' nidification commences,
and the nest, composed of grasses and leaves, i1s made
upon the ground, in long grass or heather, under the
shelter of a tree, or bramble or other bush.

The ezgs are from half-a-dozen to a dozen in num-
ber, of a pale reddish yellow brown, spotted all over
with two shades of orange brown. Incubation is said
to last for a nmml:, the hen alone .'.iitting, the males
keeping in the neighbourhood. If danger approaches,
she runs off a little Wy, buat returns again as soon as
she can with safety. The young leave the nest soon
after they are hatched, and keep with the mother bird
till towards the approach of winter; the cocks leaving
her before the’ hens.

Male; weight, from nine or ten, to thirteen or even
seventeen puul:u]:s.; ]ungth, two feet nine or ten, to
three feet four inches; bill, much hooked, the upper
extending over the end and sides of the lower one,
both whitish horn-colour; the skin over the bill is east

at certain seasons; iris, hazel: over it is a crescent-

gshaped bare patch of bright scarlet, and under it a
small mark of white feathers. Head and ecrown, the
feathers of which are rather elongated, neck on the back
and in front, and nape, brownish black, minutely freckled
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with grevish white; chin and throat, the feathers of
which are rather eclongated, and able to be raised at
will, greyish black. Breast above, dark shining green,
the base of the feathers black, lower down, brownish
black with a few white spots on the tips of the fea-
thers; on the sides waved with grey and black: there
15 & white spot on the shoulder. Back, dark ash-colour
marked with black.

The wings, of twenty-eight quills, and expanding to
the width of four feet four inches, in some specimens
only to four feet, have the first feather, which is inter-
mediate between the seventh and eighth, two inches
shorter than the second, and the second one inch
shorter than the third, and the fourth and fifth nearly
equal, the fourth the longest, Yarrell says the fifth;
greater and lesser: wing coverts, dark reddish brown,
freckled with light brown, darker or not with the age
of the bird; primaries, secondaries, and tertinries, dark
greyish brown, half of the outer webs of the second,
third, fourth, and fifth quills are white, the outer wehs
of the secondaries are waved with reddish brown, and
slightly tipped with white; greater ;|.|L|.r1 lesser under
wing coverts, white, excepting some of the outer ones.

The tmil, rather lt'nl"__: and much I'llLl.lH]_l.'[I, consists ol
cighteen feathers, black, with some irregular white marks,
and one interrupted white bar ncar the end; upper
tail coverts, partially tipped with white; the outer
feathers longer than the middle; under tail coverts,
greyish black spotted with white on the tips. Legs,
grey, covered with downy feathers, above the knee
greyish brown tipped with white, below grevish brown
minutely waved with reddish brown; toes, bare of feathers
and dark grevish brown, and strongly pectinated: claws,
blunt and blackish brown.
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Female: wi ij_;iﬂ. from five to six ]I-:'-'mli*'.'. length,
two feet two inches; bill, dusky brown; iris, hazel;
head, crown, meeck on the back, and nape, dark brown,
barred and freckled with yellow brown and  black.
Throat and breast, yvellowish chesnut, the feathers ol
the latter margined with black, and with an edging
of _l':]':':l.'['-h white. Primarics, sccondarvies, and tertinries,
dusky, mottled on the outer webs with light Lrown.
Tail. dark rust-colour. barred with black and t![-]urcl
with white; under tail coverts, with broader edges ol
white. E.L':_:"-C. Ir_:l'i-}iah brown; toes and claws, pale
brown.

The young at first resemble the female, the males
slowly gaining their proper plumage.

The hybrid between this species and the Black Grouse

has the bill black, the shining feathers on the neck of

a rich plum-colour, and the outer feathers of the tail

the lLTII:__fl.'-‘ﬂ.
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BLACK GROUSE.

BLACK GAME. BLACK COOCK,
Teirao felriz, Prxxaxt. Moxtacu.
r!'-‘a‘l.-rm”fr:. ninae, Hay. -\.\FII.LHUHH‘E.

Letrao—{ Quapire, from the Hindoostanee Toefnr.)

Tetrier—The snme.

“Iv is a reverend thing,” says Bacon, “to see an
ancient castle or building not in deeay, or to see a fair
timber tree sound and perfect; how much more to
behold an ancient family which hath stood against the

waves and weathers of time.”

While we utter a “lament,’
then, over the lost clan of the Capercailzie, let us at
least boast ourselves of his still surviving cousin, the
largest of our present game fowl, conspicuous for his
size and jet black plumage, is a noble bird.

Black Grouse are common in Russin, Siberia, and
Lapland, and are found in Germany, 'oland, Helland,
France, Switzerland, and ltaly along the Alps.

In Yorkshire they are tolerably plentiful in some
woods near Sheffield, and one was captured in astreet of
that town, in 1843; one was taken at Hebden Bridge,
one uear Heptonstall, and one near Lighteliffe: in
Northumberland they are very abundant. Individuals
have at different times been turnced out in Norfolk, and
a fTew are still Di.‘(!ﬂﬁi:‘.llt[l“:l’ met with in those localities;

iy e
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335 BLACK GROUSE.

these conflicts they fight in the same manner as the game
cock, with tail raised and spread and the head lowered,
cach leaping up against his match, and striking at him.
The winner takes possession of the homestead he has
won, and there, no ‘Woir Fainéant,” each morning and
evening he gallantly struts, trailing his wings over the
ground, and with outspread tail, throat puffed out, and
the hrilliant wattle swelled, both challenges with his
harsh note the admiration of the females, and bids
defianice to all comers.

They are restless and wild before rain. Both birds
endeavour to draw away intruders from the brood, and
the hen is the first to rise after running some way off,
and then in an apparently disabled manner. At the
beginning of the season thev lie very close, so as often
to allow themselves to be taken with the hand, but
later on they go in packs, and become very wild; some-
times hundreds assemble together. It has been attempted
to domesticate them, but without success,

They fly in a heavy manner, and in a direct line, at
a tolerably [ast rate, and can on oecasion proceed to a
considerable distance, Their proper station is on the
ground, where they walk about nimbly enough, and
also roost at night, but they ecan perch adroitly on the
branches of trees, and move about among them. They
may often_be seen in spring on the top of a low wall.

They feed on juniper berries, bilberries, blaeberries,

cranberries, whortle berries, erow berries, and other

mountain fruits throughout the summer, as also on the
fresh twigs ol heather, IIi.li;_:~ and other shrubs: i1 the
5]1ring on the tops of the cotton grass, willow catkins,
grasses, rushes, heath-sedge, and buds of trees, the
alder, the willow, and others; and in the winter on soft

* twigs.of all kinds, including fir, the leaves of the turnip
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and rape, and even, Sir William Jardine says, on fern.
They will seratch away the snow to uncover their food.
Sometimes i summer they make inroads into the corn-
ficlds, and devour barley and other grain, as also insects
and ants’ egos, with which the young are fed.

The Black Cock in the spring, about the middle of
March, pairing going on then, and in April and May,
utters a erowling kind of note, as well as a squeal or
SCYCam.

The nest is Iﬁl;iL:l'LE not far from water, or in a '|;|].'1'|':s||‘1|.'
spot, among heath, or in newly-made plantations, and
sometimes in hedge-rows, generally under the shelter of
some low bush or among high grass, in some hollow,
and is composed inartificially, but neatly, of grass aund
a few twigs laid together.

The eggs are from five to eight or tem in number,
of a pale vellowish red or yellowish white colour, irreg-
ularly spotted and dotted with reddish brown. They
are laid in May.

In the male the colours are a little lighter or deeper
according to the season. Weight, nearly four pounds;
length to the end of the side tail feathers, one foot
ten or eleven inches, or from that to two feect: bill,
brownish black: iris, dark brown, over it is a bare
space of deep red, richest in spring, und under it a
white mark; the eyelids, pale yellowish brown, are thinly
covered with very small feathers. TFead, crown, neck
on the back, and nape, decp glossy purple bluish black;
chin, throat, and breast, brownish black, on the lower
part the feathers tipped with white; back, deep glossy
purple bluish black.

The wings short, expanding to the width of twe
feet six to two feet nine inches, broad, and much

rounded, and of twenty-five quills, have the fourth the




RED GROUSE.

GOR-COCK. AMDOR-COC K. MOOR=-FOWL, MUIR-FOWIL.

Lage VieELnor

Tetrao Seofiens, Larmam

e -F"'--'lf-'.i.“ W,

A hare. Pous—A foot.

Kool b s— :".h. L ]'..

T'nie hardy Grouse, coeval with the Ancient DBritish
of these islands, is alone to be met with here. 1t is a
native of varions parts of England and Wales, but is, ns
indicated by its specific name, especially abundant in
Scotland, not only in the north, in Sutherlandshire and
Rosshire, but on the Grampian central ranges, and in
the south on the Pentland Hills, the Lammermuir,
immortalized by Sir Walter Scott for the fatal bridal,
and the mountains of Peeblesshire, Selkirkshire, and
Dumfriesshire. In the Hebrides it is likewise plentiful,
and in Orkney it is found in various parts of the main-
land, in Hoy, Waas, Ronsay, and Eday. In Ireland
it is met with in most suitable loealities.

The red bird, like the Red Indian, gives way before
the inroads of cultivation, and fourishes only where
nature is yet to be seen in her primitive aspect.
Attempts have been made to re-establish the Ancient
Briton in Devoushire, Dorsetshire, Sussex, and Surrey,
but in vain; aboriginal inkiabitants, like my own ancestors

in ages long gone by, before Roman, Saxon, Dane,
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RED GROUSE, S5
or Norman had set foot on the soil, when once driven
into the fastnesses of Wales and the wild districts of
the r:'u:ru:;h'_'l.'. there alone t]u‘j,' can yel maintain their tribe,

H. R. H. the Duke of Giloucester turned out L-]_:_:h!_
brace and a half on Bagshot Heath in 1829, but,
excepting two  brace killed two years afterwards on
Cobham Heath, nothing more was seen of them, though
every prr-o-.mzimt had been taken to secure their stay.
One was killed in Norfolk many years since, near
Downham, and one in 1794 near Wedhampton, in
Wiltshire. ’

In the wild state they abound, in certainly a remarkable
degree considering the wast numbers that are shot every
year, wherever there is sufficiently long heather, whish
affords them both home and food. The nature of the
latter imparts a peculiar bitter flavour to them, but the
taste for it is soon aequired, and there is hardly a better
game bird. They prefer drier places to the low and
swampy. In the more remote parts of Scotland they
are looked upon as birds of good omen, and their morning
crow is considered as a signal for the dark spirits of
the night to take their departure. They are ecapable of
being kept in a state of domestication, and in some
instances have been known to breed in captivity; one
pair in the aviary of the Dowager Duchess of Port-
land, and another pair at Mr. Grierson’s, of Rath-
farnham, in the county of Dublin; Lord Stanley also
had a ]mir which laid ten eggs and hrnughl out t:i:_{hl:
young: they had had a brood the year before he obtained
them.

The Grouse frequents the higher, but not the highest,
parts of the heather-clad mountains, as likewise the hills
and moors, and also is found in the level country if
interspersed with heath.  Archibald Hepburn, Esq.
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mentions in the “Zoologist,” page 186, his having in
one instance known a hen bird among bent-covered
sand hills, six miles from the nearest heath, and there
she brought up a brood of young. In winter they for
the most part descend to lower ranges from the higher
ones. They generally go in pairs, but a single bird is
often scen; when the snow is on the ground they
congregate in flocks. In the ‘spring the cock is pug-
nacious among his fellows, but not so much so as many
other kindred birds; at that time he is very bold, and
scems to scorn [fear, as perched upon some old wall or
hillock he crows aloud or struts about, even Tl-.nn:_:l-. you
pass quite close.

If disturbed from the nest, on which, however, she
will often =it till about trodden upon, the hen Grouse
will shuffle throuwsh the heath in an awkward and

apparently disabled manner, or fly with a low and

undecided flight to a little distance, and then run off

among it, and will not take wing till she has proceeded
to a considerable distance, in the endeavour to allure
the intruder to follow her; sometimes she even fulls a
sacrifice to ber careful anxiety: the male does not sit.
Both parents, when the voung are hatched, attend to
their wants, and both will attempt to defend them against
enemies, and even the Scaunl-crow i1s somctimes beaten
off. ‘'Towards the beginning of winter several flocks
often unite together, to the number of thirty or forty,
forming what are called packs, and are then more shy
I‘_hﬂ[l lflrl.'\'i.ﬂu‘il}'. III. severe "I'n'i!'lll."f:"h [E'!{'.‘i.‘ ]!,'I.L']\ accumun-
late into very large bodies: in 1782-3 it is said by
Thornton that four thousand were observed together.
Their flight, for the most. part low and heavy, but
strong, and often extended to a considerable distance,

is straight, accompanied by a whirring of the wings,
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which are T:l])i:“:{ moved, and at times, especially if
declining along the mountain side, they sail with out-
stretched and motionless pinions.  They do not ordinarily
fly much, but prefer the concealment of the heath, a
natural p1'nt1::‘.linl1 :lg.‘linst their various natural enemies,
their colour also assimilating to it: they thercfore run
to some distance, or squat down to conceal themselves,
rising if the danger appears too proximate; then the
male stretches up his head to reconnoitre, and with a
loud call takes wing, followed by the female and the
}'ﬂtl'l'lgq

The tender leaves and shoots of the heath and ling
are the main articles of food of the Grouse, as also
t]_]l"l-Sl':L I'.l!1 cotton I{'[l'q'l'S"h TI."I.]. \'ul'iﬂﬂﬁ gl'i.lEh'L'ﬁ. tllﬂ W'Ifi.lﬂ\'r'ﬁ,
the trailing arbutus, the bedstraw, the whortleberry, the
crowberry, the bilberry, and the berries of the latter-
named of these, but they also feed voraciously on corn,
if any is grown within their reach, oats especially, and
swallow small particles of stone in aid of digestion.
The pieces of the heath which they take are about half
an inch long each, and these they sclect as they walk
about among the heather. When not feeding they rest
within its shelter, or bask in the sun in some open place,
under the cover of some tuft or bush.

The bold challenge of the Moor-cock, imaginable
nto a ‘go, go, go-back, go-back,” a call of defiance, or
of alarm to their mate or young, or both, in the spring
or the autumn, as the ecase may be, is heard both early
in the morning, soon after dawn, and late in the evening,
as also at times throughout the day: the ordinary note
is a deep and quickly-repeated ‘coc, coe.’

The Moor-cock pairs early in the spring, commonly
in January, but somctimes even ecarliecr. A brood of

young Grouse, able to fly a little, were discovered on
VoL, il v
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the 5th. of March, 1794, near Pendle Hill, in Yorkshire, : E'
by the gamekeeper of Mr. Lister, afterwards Lord -L__ I-l.'.
Ribblesdale: and o nest with fifteen egos Was found on L L'-'I
the 25th. of March, 1835, on Shap Fell, Westmorland. ; ;‘
The female usually begins to lay in March or April; f;
she sits very close, and Mr. Salmon says that one allowed 1
him to take her off her eggs. 1"35
The: nest is made of twigs of heather and grass, ; .!'il
with ocensionally a few of the bird's own feathers, and i
is placed among heath in some slight hollow.
The eggs are usually six or seven, but sometimes
from eight to twelve, or even more, in number, of *{
different shades of ground colour—reddish white, brown- I:;i p
ish yellow, yellowish grev, or wyellowish white, thickly l."['; .
clouded, blotted, and dotted with blackish and brown: \ F &
they are nearly of a regular oval form. .P 15‘
While the young are hatching, the hen utters an J;'Il*
occasional chuckle. The Heath Poults leave the nest )
shortly after they are hatched, and are soon able to fly; ’.'J{~
they keep together till the end of autumn, unless dis- 1:'," %
persed by shooters: they are attended by both the E.‘f‘? '
parents. At the beginning of the season they lie close, J','J.-; g
but gradually become more wild as they are disturbed. '.-;‘
Male; weight, about nineteen or twenty ounces, and (‘&
from' that to twenty-three, or even to twenty-four and "j,
three-quarters, or upwards; the Grouse of Yorkshire LE“
.

are said to be the smallest, but Daniel, in his “Rural
Sports,” mentions one killed near Richmond, in York-

shire, which weighed twenty-five ounces, and Pennant
another which weighed twenty-nine; one killed in Wales :
weighed thirty ounces, and another twenty-six ounces;

another near Todmorden, in Lancashire, one pound fif-
teen ounces. Length from one foot three inches and

a quarter, to a little over one foot four and a half; bill,




L

RED GROUSE. 347

brownish black, half hidden in feathers—there are a
few small white feathers at 1ts }_::LL{‘, 1_|u'|.;i|:|.:__; in a thread
of white on the side of the head; iris, chesnut ]r:'m'-'n;
the membrane over the n-_\':-]-r-'m.-. red, the feathers of
the eyelids white, Head, deep chesnut brown; the
crown irregularly barred in summer with brownish
black, as are the neck on the back and nape; chin,
throat, and breast, reddish chesnut brown, the latter
blackish brown on its middle part, the chesnut bars
being narrower than the black ones, and some of the
feathers are white at their tips; the ground ecolour
]'I.Ii.l. r, and more barred n summer, l-‘ft'l']*-: reddish
brown, minutely barved with brownish black, most of
the feathers h;t'l."lh_:{ also a ;r:iTL'h of black.

The wings, short, broad, and rounded, have the third
and lourth feathers unearly cqual and the longest, the
fifth longer than the second, which is longer than the
sixth, the first about the same length as the seventh,
but shorter than the sixth; they expand from two fect
one inch and a half, to two feet three. Greater and
lesser wing coverts, reddish chesnut brown, barred with
black lines; the primaries, ten, dusky brown; the secon-
daries, filteen, mostly dusky brown, the outer margins
minutely mottled with reddish brown, and the inner
five reddish brown minutely barred with brownish black,
and with patches of black; tertiarics, also brown, edged
on the outside and freckled with lighter brown; greater
and lesser under wing coverts, white, but in some
individuals spotted and barred with .brown. 'T'he tail,
short, straight, and slightly rounded, of sixteen feathers;
ander tail coverts, chesnut, with o bar of black, and
the end and the tips white. Legs, feathered, light
grey, sometimes mottled with brown; toes, feathered
also, light gzrey; the first toe is extremely short, the

]
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third the longest, the fourth a little longer than the
second; they are roughened underneath, and the front
oncs webbed at the base, and with three ]ﬂ;l.hr-l at
the end. “The number of scutelle that may be clearly
traced 1s, on the several toes, three, five, nine, and
six.” The claws are rather long, arched, flattened,
and the tips blunt; they are blackish brown at the
base, and greyish yellow at the end.

The female is a good deal smaller and less bulky,
as also paler in colour. Weight, about sixteen ounces;
length, one foot three inches and a quarter; bill, brown-
1sh black, the white feathers at the base of the bill
are duller;: iris, hazel: the membrane over the eve is
Iess, and not so bright, and the white feathers on the
evelids are also duller. Head, crown, neck on the
back, and nape, yellowish chesnut brown, tinged with
red with a few black spots, all paler in summer; chin,
throat, and breast, pale brownish red barred with
brownish black, and tipped with yellowish, paler in
summer; on the sides barred with black and yellowish;
back, yellowish chesnut brown tinged with red, paler
in summer, the tips of most of the feathers yellowish.

The wings expand to the width of two feet one
inch and a quarter; greater and lesser wing coverts,
barred with black and tipped with vellowish; primaries,
secondaries, and tertiaries, paler brown more tinged
with grey; greater and lesser under wing coverts, mostly
white, but some of them brown, and others barred.
The tail has the four middle feathers barred with
black, and tipped with yellowish, the rest barred with
reddish, except towards the tips, which are yellowish
grey; upper tail coverts, barred with black, and tipped

with yellowish.
The young are at first covered with pale yellowish grey
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down; the head, chesnut, margined with darker brown,
the lower parts mottled with pale brown, and the upper
with deep brown. After a month’s growth, the bill is
brownish black, the tip of the upper one whitish; iris,
hazel. Head, crown, neck on the back, and nape, brown-
ish black, each feather edged and barred with yellowish
rr_'tl'r the neck on the sides and in |”runr, ;_:L'l‘j.'[:ih :,'1:”{1'.\'.
Throat, greyish yellow; breast, yellowish grey, barred
with brownish black; back, brownish black, each feather
edged and barred with yellowish red. 'The primaries,
secondaries, and tertiaries have the outer webs greyish
brown, irregularly edged and barred with pale reddish
yellow., Legs, yellowish grey; claws, pale brown.

o it | -

When fully fledged they resemble the adult female.
Head, crown, neck on the back, and nape, pale yel-
lowish red, barred with blackish brown; chin, throat,
and !1rﬂ;1:~t, 'E‘.I:L].r“l'. Back, E}I:l[C ].’1_*“::'.1’i.~,]‘1 I'f‘11, mottled and
barred with brownish black and pale yellow, most of the
feathers having a small whitish spot at the tip. Pri-
maries, secondaries, and tertiaries, greyish brown barred
with greyish yellow. Tail, greyish brown barred with
areyish yellow.

After the moult, which takes place in the middle of
1'-"111[1::', the male has the head and neek on the back
still much barred and blotted, the breast chielly brownish
black tinged with grey; the legs and toes grey. The
female has most of the feathers tipped with whitish,
and is altogether of a paler and more yellow colour
than the male, and the taill more or less barred. In
summer, also, still paler than in winter.

Red Grouse vary considerably in colour, those in
Wales and the western side of the island being lighter
coloured, and those on the eastern side darker; the

I'm'mur q"l.lﬁﬂ arc .‘.-'[Li[l Lo hL‘ L]IL‘ 1-1!,‘1'1’_‘51: :il:llI'lJL‘l}' two can
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be found exactly alike. Some have the breast nearly
black, some with a good deal of white; some have the back
with much black—different localitics furnish birds of dif-
ferent “shades of character.” In one, a cream-coloured or
light yellowish brown variety, the usual markings were
preserved; the quills and greater wing coverts were of
a bluish orey cast, as was the lower part of the breast:
it was a young bird. Individuals are met with more
or less variegated with white; others pale greyish yel-
low, faintly mottled with dusky: one mottled with brown
and white was shot by Lord Stanley. Some birds are
very dark, some have the quill feathers entirely or
_pnrtl}' white. Sir William Jardine mentions one in
which the quills were dull white, the ground colour
}'C”uwish white, the dark Itlill']ijtl;E on. it p:1|c reddish

brown.
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Lagopuz valgaris, FrLesing.
» TUTTEN SeLny,  Govnp.
Tetrao lagopus, . Pexsaxt. Moxvacu.

Lagopus.  Fagos—A have.  Pons—A foot,

Lepar ity g — L Omman

Tris beantiful bird, the Piarmichan of the Gaelie,
whose snowy whiteness puts one in mind of the far-
famed Campanero, the Bell-bird of the Drazils, belonga
to Northern Europe, Asia, and America, even within
the Polar circle, as the acconnts of the Arctic expeditions
so oiten testify, extending also in its range to more south-
erly districts—Germany, Savoy, Switzerland, and even to
Spain and Italy, from Norway, Lapland, Sweden, and
Russia, and the Arctic regions.

It is said also to have been an inhabitant formerly of
Wales and the north of Ji;ll;.:!:il*d, but it has followed
the fortunes of the Gael to the Highlands of Suther-
landshive and other counties, and there finds a compar-
ative security, which across the *“Border! it could mno
longer count upon. In Westmorland and Cumberland,
in the neighbourhood of Keswick, it wias formerly to
Le found.

In the Hebrides also it oceurs, in the Island of
Harris, and, [ believe, in South Uist, Lewis, Skye,
Mull, and Jura. In Orkney it existed till a few vears
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ago in ”L]_'I-'. but wholesale b[uli-;j_:IITL’J.' effceted  their
extermination. AMr. Dunn met with it in Shetland.

True “Children of- the mist,” and frec as the pure
air they breathe, the T'tarmigans frequent the upper
parts and summits of the highest mountains, where utter
desolation reigns around, and nature is =een in the most
wild and savage beauty. These scenes they never leave
—the mountaineer’s love for his native mountain iz
stronger than any other “Love of one's country.” In
extremely severe and stormy weather they come a little
lower down, or take advantage of the shelter of the
clefts that are met with in some lonely glen, but never
cease to be birds of the snow. There the seanty vege-
tation, diminished from even the stunted growth of the
lower parts, and barely nourished by the sterile soil
that has gathered among the crumbling masses of fallen
rocks, seems shrunk into itself, shunning the cold of
the upper I‘ugimls, and the withered and blizhted remains
of the pine forest or the birch wood tell a like tale of
the curdling blasts that have frozen out their life in
years that are gone.

As you wander on, you suddenly come upon some
small h!.!-w.'.‘ of unfathomable depth, whose blue waters
reflect the dark forms of the surrounding craggy rocks
and giddy precipices which tower about the lonesome
valley far below. Penk upon peak and range upon
range arise in the far distance, and here and there a
silver stream trickles down their hoary sides, threading
its devious way in its time-worn gully among the wrecks
of the mountain tops that have fallen or been hurled
from their primeval place. It is indeed a “solemn
silence”™ that prevails, and mysterious, strange, and

melancholy, but yet thrilling with pleasure is the feeling
that swclls the heart. Above, the clouds of heaven
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roll along, going vou know not whither, nor can your
faney guide you, their edges gilded with erimson and
|}:|1'||||' ||._'|,' the Iys of the setline sun, whao yeb shines
below and through them on the hills in a thousand
different shades and lights "I‘J.’lwh'u:_; .'w.".l}'."' f'\{_[:litl. 0n
the side of the brow hangs a heavy mass of vapour,
flili.]i”_'l.-' [n;uinrud too on its western border with the red
of the alpine rose; this next is spread into wreaths of
grey mist, which seem to cling to the humid earth; and
in the far distance rises up a dark and lurid mass of
clond, the murky form of which secms pregnant with the
lichtning, whose flash You seem il151i||t'ti1't']:-' aware of,
the foreboding of nature warning you to retreat to
shelter. Now the sun sets in :_:||||':.' and rorgeous h]]]("'t'l."
donr behind the farthest peak, and now the black cloud
lowers mearer and nearer, silently moving up the vault;
now the whispers ol the rising eale come on and on
to the car, and darkness unexpectedly begins to fall and
sather on all around. '*,‘Uru}', Away to the monntain’s
brow,” if you doubt the “Ommipresence ol the Deity;”
there “*on such a Hi:’_‘:":ll:.“ Vol must, l|L.r_ Muh‘u-a, \'uil }-'{}I'I.[‘
face, and be “afraid to look upon Gon." 'There is that
in such a scene to awe the heart, and he is not worthy
the name of man who does not fear before the presence
of the Acmicury,

In winter the Ptarmigan descends somewhat lower,
but seldom ventures into the plain. He seems to revel
in the falling snow, burrows a chilly bed in it, wherein
he lies or plumes himself, runs gaily over its crystal
surface, or, perched on the tallest rock, turns his stainless
breast towards the drift, and challenges its whiteness
with his own. The driving sleet he willingly welcomes,
heedless of the eold: it would scem as if his winter

dress, put on together with the snowy mantle that covers
Yar, 10T, y B
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the face of the earth around him, save him a similar
IlrﬂE[‘ﬂ[iuh from the frost: and when the summer comes
Li"".'ri“.. h.r.‘ oo 1'1]1”_::'\"' I'IE""' ';:lI'Ffr .'.'”1 Once Mora ]1 ['”

uniform with the grey rocks, the companions whom he

loves, and never leaves, §

If a person comes in sight, they remain motionless,
and often lig very close T[H |'|l-'l'.' are appro |L‘]|-'|I hi[hin
a few yards; otherwise some sentinel, perched on the
top of a stone, zives the alarm and flies aw 1Y, fol lowoad
11)' the rest of the flock, who rise np all aronnd. '|'E'|-.‘_‘.'
-_:.'Lrhr.']' 1rto I.;:l'_'_:l.' flocks even ]1._1; the end of ,f||!:,“ ani
separate Ggain and pair earlv in the spring; then the
pairs, and in due time their broods, almo:t the sole
occupants of the mountain tops, blend the grey colours
of their plumage with those of the moss-covered roecks,
to which nature has well and wisely adapted them. At
this season they are tame, and only run away before
an intruder, uttering their low wild cry.  “In this
way lhc}' will often reach the opposite edge of the rock,
and will, as it were, :]]'-.3!1 off: but the r-x!w(-[.n[n:q, of
finding them on some lower ledee will be disappointed,
for they have, perhaps, by that time souzht for and
reached the opposite side of the mountain, by a low
“"!:ll:{:litl';.; flicht, as noiseless as the solitudes 'n:r which
they are surrounded.”” Like so many other hirds, these
too flutter off in wellsimulated disablement to draw
away attention from their young:. These latter, as soon as
able to fly, seem instinctively aware of the protection
afforded to them by the resemblance of their plumage
to the grey lichen-covered rocks and stones, and will
lie motionless, like stones; in another sense also of the
word, almost close to your feet. In very bright weather

they avoid the glare of the sun on the snow, and seek
the shady side of the mountain.
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Ptarmigans are good eating, and therefore in request
for the talile. .Ilhl'l'u' .Ill|l1i1't' a somewhat bitter taste,
“In the Vi 1839, one dealer alone :.]|i.lr|1r'd BLX
thouwsaud Tor London, two thousand for 1ILull, and
two thousand for ].;.'.-'||:|1u|.; and L-;l]']ll; in March, 154),
a salesman in Leadenhall market reecived fifteen thou-
sand Prarmiran that had been l.".u|-i:_:|||-||. to him. Sir
A. De Capell Brooke ealeulated that :ai\".:.' thousand
’..:'] ..I||'|| |..:|J" ]. l!!::l.“'_r one 'l.i.ill...l']' ill. I,\lb!.ltl‘]: :|.||||.
Mr. Lloyd says that a dealer in Norway will dispose
of filty thousand in a season.” It is from these countries
that such prodigious numbers come, and they are all
taken in horse-hair uooses. The Piarmizan is a bird
casily kept in coulinement, and has been konown to
breed in the tame state,

Their heht 15 low, stranght, and moderately rapid,
and causes a whirring noise; they do not ordinarily fly
fur, and when :L]i.;_'"llijll:_[ run on a little Wiy, In w:dkiug
about, the back is rounded up and the tail drooped,
but il observant of supposed danger, the attitude becomes
attentive. Lhey can run very fast if necessary, and do
so if alarmed, dipping into the air over some eminence,
and so Lii~.|]rl:|':13'-ltl:_:‘,' At night lhl'_'.' roost either under
a stone or tult, or clse in the snow, scooping out a
hollow in which they almost completely bury themselves,
and indeed sometimes it proves their grave, in which
l]u.‘!.r are snowed 1, llli..ll'l.'__"ll !]H'}' can remain, it 1s .\-,tid,
for a \‘-'L‘L‘]-:, ull a thaw or some .iucr:.‘.m-d exertion on
their own part releases them,

They feed on the buds, berries, leaves, blossoms, and
seeds of wvarious plants and shrubs—the heath, the
cranberry, the cloudberry, the bilberry, the crowberry,
the dwarf birch, and others, and walk about among
them to select such as are most to their liking, and
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also swallow small fragments of stone and sand to aid
the trturition of their food. Snow scems to sapply
their drink, for they go in search of it in the summer
months. The young are at first fed with insects.

Their call or note is a wild, harsh, hoarse, grating
croak, which' harmonizes well with the desolate scenes
which the preseunce of the bird almost alone enlivens.
It is sometimes low, and sometimes more lowd is heard
at a great distance in the thin air of the exalted regions
which furnish these Grouse with a dwelling-place. It is
occasionally prolonged for some length of time, and is
heard occasionally when the bird is flying, as well as
when he is settled.

The Piarmigan pairs early in the spring, and the
cres are begun to be laid in June, and to be sat upon
by the beginning of July, incubation lasting three weeks.
I'he hen alone brings up the brood, and has been known
to' do so even when the male had been taken, and so
also if’ one of the young hatl been picked up, to go close
to the person taking it, as if to demand it back again;
she gathers them under her wings in cold and stormy
weather,

The unest, if any be formed, for' sometimes the bare
carth is laid upon, is composed of a small portion of
heather or grass, pluced in some slight hollow under a
rock, stone, or plant, and is very difficult to be detected,
“for,” says Sir William Jardine, “the female, on per-
ceiving u person approach, generally leaves it, and is
only discovered by her motion over the rocks, or her
low cluckling cry.’
has flown off, and she thus follows him, the young
dispersing in all directions, hiding themselves and laying
still under any stones, tuits, or bushes. Mever says,
“It is reported that the male Ptarmigan behaves very

The male on the first sign of danger
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remarkably during the time when the female sits on
her eggs, and that under these circumstances he will
sit immoveable in one spot for hours together, eveén on
the ;;]}p:'u.u'h of danerer: and when stationed thus near
the nest he has been known to remain there, looking
around on the lands A -|ui1.'.: unmaved, As soon as
the young are hatched, both parents beecome alert and
]m_w}'., and towards autamn more carcful, and ﬁll.il.”}‘
very shy in the winter. If the weather 1s fine and
sunny in winter, they are all again slow to move.” But
the male, it would appear, leaves the edueation of the
young to the hen bird, re-joining them all again later
in the.season, and then several families pack together.

The eggs, from seven or eight to twelve in number,
of a regular oval form, are of a white, yellowish white,
greenish white, or reddish colour, blotted and spotted
with brown and brownish black.

'|'=w ||'|H].l' in winter L'-. purc \'I.']Ii“', P‘.’h_‘v[‘.lt [1|1' saco
between the bill and the cye, the feathers of which,
and a few behind it, are black, the shafts of the guills,
and the ouatside feathers of the tail, which are also deep
black. Length, one foot one inch and a hall to three
inches and a half; bill, blackish brown; iris, yellowish
brown, and the membrane over it vermilion red. In
spring the forchead, head on the erown and sides, neck
on the back, and nape, are marked with bands of
brownish black and reddish yellow alternately, the former
the broader, and all slightly tipped with white, the
bands narrower in autumn, and turning to grey, followed
by the white of winter. Throat, deep brownish black;
breast, excepting its fore part and sides, which are also
deep brownish black, with a few interrupted, narrow,
irregular bars of reddish yellow, and a white spot on
the tip, below, chiefly white in summer, all white in
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winter; back, irregularly barred in summer with brownish
black and reddish yellow or bluish grey marks, narrower
in autumn, and changing to grey, then to white; the
tips of the feathers white.

The wings extend from the width of two [ect one
inch to two feet two; the first quill is an inch and a
half shorter than:the sccond, the second rather |m=gf'|'
than the fifth, the third and fourth nearly equal, and
the longest; greater and lesser wing coverls, white, some
of them in summer minutely waved with yellow or
grevish white and brownish black, the bars narrower in
autumn, and !".ldin;; into grey before the v-'hii:-; ]:-t'iumrir.-ﬁf
sccondaries, and tertiaries, white, the shafts black, some
of the first-named minutely waved with yellow or greyish
white and brownish black, the bars narrowing in autumn.
The tail, of {*i;htut!l 11-;111101'5_. in summer has the two
widdle feathers barred minutely with yellow or grevish
yvellow and brownish bluck, more narrowly in gutumn,
the rest brownish black, the two middle ones white
towards winter: the two middle tail coverts are very long;
under tuil coverts, white, The legs, white, feathered,
as are the toes on their upper parts and sides, but the
soles bare; the first toe is' very short and clevated, the
third much longer than the second, which is of about
the same length as the fourth; the front toes are webbed
at the base, and have three terminal scales; the hind
toe has two series of scales: their shape well fits them
for scratching in the snow. The claws are rather long,
and arched, the hind one the most so, but smaller,
brownish bluck, pale towards the cnd.

The female, in the white plumage of winter, is some-
times most delicately tinged with faint rose-golour.
Length, one foot two inches and a half to one foot two and
three-quarters; bill, black; the membrane over the eye

-




PTARMIGAN. aot

pale red, and there are no black feathers before and
behind it. The wings are in extent from one foot eleven
inches to twa fect or two feet one;: 1I|I:I|i-"ll'[!'-i, with therr
shalts brown. The tail, black towards the end for two-
thirds of its length, but the tip white; the two middle
feathers white, or in some nli;ult-']_\.' waved and dotred
with grey and reddish brown, and in summer barred with
yellow and black. The winter plumage continues white
until the spring, when the white feathers become barred
with yellow and black, antd ehanered into blackish, barred
with greyish white on the back.

The young are at first covered with a light yellowish
arey down; the head on the crown with a light chesnut
mark, edged with a darker shade; the back patched
with brown. The plumage soon changes, the upper
parts becoming spotted and barred with pale grey and
brown, and the wings and the under parts white. They
III’.'IEll.II'i' the white plumage the first winter, bat the
spots and bars lareer than in the seeond,

The Ptarmizan of this country rarely become so
beautifully and perfectly white as those of more northern
countries.

These birds vary greatly in their summer plumage,
some being most elegantly banded or mottled, and others
more or less dotted and even Ir;itchml anl “-|1LIU:L'LI with
black: in old birds the dark markings dwindle to mere
slentler waved lines, or even a series of dots.

It would appear from DMacgillivray’s measurements
that these birds differ nr:r:h:urml]}' in the proportionate
leneths of their several parts.

The plate is taken from a design by the Rev. R. P.
Alington.
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COMMON PARTRIDGE.

Ferdite cinerea, Loatoas. Jexvss,
Tetvao perdir, Laxx xps.
Perdio—A Partridge. Cinerea—Asgh-coloured.

AN acquired taste iz a proverbial expression, and,
as such, redolent of truth. There is too, if I may so
say, such a thing as an acquired scent, and that of =a
turnip field, as a rendezvous of the Partridge, is a
good instance of it. Tt is not, ‘a priori,” particularly
agreeable, and vet I think that I shall not be adjudged
to be far wrong by some, at all events, of my readers,
in pronowncing it to be one of a most exhilarating and
pleasant nature in the month of October.

Partridges are found in most temperate climes, and
arc probably nowhere more numerons than in England.
They belong to Europe, and also it is said to Asia
and Africa: in the former they occur from the south
of Siberia, thronzh Russia, to the shores of the Medi-
terrancan; in Norway they are rare, and only occur
in the extreme south, which is somewhat remarkable.
In Africa, in Barbary and Egypt.

They are plentiful throughout Fngland, Scotland,
Ircland, and Wales, and are sometimes found in very
wild situations, where they would not naturally be
looked for.

By T MR o R R T
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The Rev. G, Low mentions in the *PFauna Orcadensis,”
that in his time Partridges were introduced into Waas,
one of the Orkney Islands, but unsuccessfully. More
lately the experiment has been again tried by the Earl
of Orkney, who introduced them into Ronsay, in 1840,
Since then Mr. Balfour, of T'renaby, has made a similar
trial in Shapinsay; and in both these islands the result
has been successful.

In some countries they are stationary, but in others
are said to be 't[lif_:l.l[i]]'j'.

They frequent the cultivated districts, but coveys
are mot unfrequently met with on the edges of moors
in the neighbourhood of the former localities. They
often wander to wastes and cominons, where gorse,
broom, and other wild shrubs and plants flourish, and
occasionally enter woods.

Partridges are fond of dusting - themselves, and
shuffle their feathers, in roads or dry places, like so
many other birds. In the mornings they repair to the
stubble, orass fields, and hedge sides, which they leave
for the shelter of clover, turnip, or potato ficlds during
the midday, returning again towards evening to their
former feeding-grounds. At night they generally lodge
in the middle of a ﬁ.t:|r:], to be the more secure, sometimes
keeping to the same place for a fortnight together; but
this exposes them to the nets of the fowler, and llm}' re-
quire lo be protected by bushes being stuck in the ground
at intervals, 'J.'hu}' lie in a cluster with their heads out-
ward. Where well preserved, they become very tame,
and exhibit much indifference to the prescuce of man.
It is curious to see how totally they already seem to
disregard the passing of a rallway train, sometimes
alighting close te one, or remaining in a field adjoining

quite near. Some have been killed by flying against
Vil 000, A




362 PARTRIDGE.

a train in motion, and others, as indeed various other
birds, by dashing in their flight against the telegraph
wires, the “electric shock™ proving fatal to them.

Like so many other birds, they also, and even in
an especial degree, use earnest devices to entice away
supposed enemies from their nest. One has been
known to feign to be dead, and scarcely could be fright-
ened to get up, but then it flew away quite well; another
to peck at the feet of a person who approached her
young. ““The art of the Partridge is familiar to the
sportsman, and excites admiration in all the lovers of
nature. At the signal for silence and retreat the infant
young may be seen to run to the nearest cover, while
thc P‘ﬂ.rﬁllt BCCINNS Ef_"ii".ﬂd \?ith a Slll'.tdﬂn ]El[l]EIJCEE -'I.Illl
inability to fly; or the male will practice this device,
fluttering off to a distance in an apparently disabled
manner, and then snddenly dropping, as if dead, will re-
turn by some circuitous route to the place he had left,
the hen meanwhile having collected the young under her
wingﬁ. Or else she flutters .':l.lr::ng the gruund with llrﬂD]]-
ing wings in an opposite direction to that whick the brood
has taken, and not until she has successfully misled
the observer, does she resume her powers and wing
away to a great distance.”” The parent birds exhibit
great affection for their young in leading them out and
calling them together to feed. Hen birds have been
found dead with their broods under their wings, perish-
ing themselves from the effects of cold and hunger,
sooner than leave them to exposure in severe weather.

The male is very pugnacious in spring, driving ofl

all intruders, and endeavouring to guard his mate.
Mr. Selby tells of a pair which attacked a Crow who
threatencd their young, and held him till taken from
them by a person who came up; and Markwick says
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that hie saw a pair fly up at and buflet a Kite which had
been ]mn'rinll_{ over their brood. .].IIRZ}' are believed to
pair for life. The male birds have combats h'rgt'ﬂlur
in the spring, and unse their claws as offensive weapons.

A hen Partridge has been known, on perceiving that
her nest was discovered, to cover the esgs over with
leaves so completely, that it (the nest,) could not again
have been casually noticed; and each morning as she
laid a fresh egg, she covered all over again. _"I-[uui:l.:_{ll
mentions one which, being taken with her eggs, con-
tinued to sit on them, and brought out the young.
Mr. Jesse relates a curious ancedote of a DPartridge
which, being disturbed by a plough driven close to
her nest, removed the eges, nineteen in number, assisted
1!-.*1‘11;1.]1:4 'IJ:,' her mate, to a distance of fnl‘tj.’ vards under
a hedge, before the return of the plough, an interval
of twenty minutes: such instances have more than once
oceurred.  Of another he says, “A farmer discovered a
Partridge sitting on its eggs in a grass ficld, The bird
allowed him to pass his hand down its back without
moving or shewing any fear; but if he offered to touch
the eggs, the poor bird immediately pecked his hand.”
(Jne has been known to fly at and attack a person who
picked up one of her young running in a road, on
hearing its cry.

Of another it is related in the “Zoologist,” pages
1601-2, by Arthur Hussey, Esq., “It soon shewed it
liked to be always with me, and was perfectly happy
in my lap; or when 1 have been painting, 1t would
sit on my left arm dressing itself or sleeping in entire
security. I used to take it into my mother’s room,
and if it could lie on her gown at her feet, it
WS uuu{uulcﬂ, but was nlwn}':{ on the watch for my
coming back, and on secing me would jump up and
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run to meet me. It was now so tame and pleased with
being fondled as to excite much astonishment. My
mother soon became very fond of it, and by degrees it
was more with her than with me. Its cage was never
inhabited; it would never sleep in confinement; therefore
was awake and quite alive all the evening, being either
in the lap or on the sofa. When he had changed his
feathers and attained his full plumage, he refused to
be handled, but his habits were as socinble as before.
His knowledge of every one was most extraordinary;
his likings and dislikings were very strong; and he
was BD Cl.lI'iD!lS ﬂ'lllt HE"EL’TT-.'H'.IT.. Tllﬂt no Fif_"['l'_' ﬂ{ rtll'”[t'll'l'{:
could be moved without his finding it out, and if the
carpet was not smooth, he would set to work instantly
to render it so by pecking and scratching.

He was very fond of gay colours, and no new eap or
gown could be put on without its catching his attention.
He never offered to go up or down stairs, and very
rarely nsed his wings. On being gently chastised when
he did fly, he would run and hide himself like a child,
as if he knew he had done wrong. A box of earth
was given him to rub in, which he thoroughly enjoyed.
His feathers were always glossy and in the most
perfect order, which 1 attribute to his always having
plenty of green food, such as grass and clover cut
small. In the winter he liked wheat, but rarely touched
it in the summer; was very fond of sugar and cako;
drank very little water; and liked his food dry. He
never forgot any one he had made acquaintance with,
and the return of any of the family after many months
absence, caused him so much joy and excitement that
I have been compelled to shut him up. Tle would
distinguish their voices even before they got out of the
carringe. His partiality for my mother was very great,
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and if she was asleep, nothing would tempt him to
quit her, but he never liked lier to be in the drawing-
room. In the evening he always came into the drawing-
room, and remained till we retired. IHe slept at my
bed-side, and never disturbed me, nor got up himself,
till T was called, and then he had a particular eall if
he fancied I was gone to sleep again. Onee, from
heing frightened, he flew out of the window, and being
recovered after muoeh trouble, (it was in a town,) he
never again offered to get out.  After this we had nets
at the window, and the net beinz oune day left down
in my room, by running up to my mother and then
into my room he attracted her notice, and she followed
him, he standing before the window, and when the net
was replaced shewing himself satisfied. Unlike most
pets, he died a natural death on the 1st. of January,
1543,

Bishop Stanley writes, “We are not indeed without
instances of wild Turkeys at this day in our own
country, and a curious anecdote has reached us of a
friendship taking place between a flock of these birds
and a Partridge. It occurred at Tyninghame, in
Scotland, where there is a breed of ‘Turkeys which
never enter into the i:uultl'}'—hmmt' or }".l.:r:l, but roost
in the trees, and live chiefly on beech-mast and anything
else they can pick up, though they are tame enough
to come about the house to be fed in the time of frost
and snow. About eight or ten years ago, a cock
Partridge, full grown, Hu{l:iunl_v joined himself to a flock
of these Turkeys, and remained with them constantly
during the whole summer, autumn, and winter: at
night he slept under the trees in which they roosted;
in the day he fed with them, and was not the least
frightened or disturbed by people walking among them.

i
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Ile took great liberties with the old ‘Turkey cock;
when he saw him going to pick up a worm or any
seed, he used to run under him between his legs and
snatch it out of his mouth, the '.l'Lil'kc}' cock never
resenting the indignity. FEarly in the spring he left
them, as it was supposed to find himself a mate for
the pairing-season, but in the beginning of autumn he
rejoined his old friends, and continued with them as
fnrm{:rl:.' until the next pairing-time, when he u:__::'liu
disappeared, but returned no more, having probably
been killed.™

Ie adds—*“In a clergyman’s family one was reared
which became =o familiar, that it would attend the
parlour at breakfast and other times, and would after-
wards stretch itself beforc the fire, sceming to enjoy
the warmth, as i it were its nataral bask on a sunny
bank. The dozs of the house never molested it, but
ullfhrtutmtu]}' ,it one lla:.' fell under the paws of a strange

" The hen Partridge, which alone

cat, and was killed.
sits, displays great pertinacity in keeping on her nest,
and offers a bold resistance to any feathered plunderers;
but if quictly approached, will suffer herself sometimes
to be touched, and even to be removed with the eggs,
which she will continue to sit upon and will hatch;
but then, with her brood, she will naturally endeavour
to return to the fields. The young, if approached, will
sometimes lie elose, “with listening cars and watchful
eyes,” but if the intruder comes too near, will start off
with a faint cry.

In winter they sometimes pack together in large
companics of as many as thirty or forty, especially in
wild and open parts of the country. Single survivors
of other coveys are taken into the community. Dar-
tridges arc casily tamed to a certain extent, so as even
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to take food from the hands of strangers, and have
been known to lay in confinement. Sir Thomas
Maryon Wilson, Dart. had seven or eight young ones
reared in his aviary at Charlton, in the summer of 1842,
Part of a brood of young ones brought up under a hen,
after having been set at liberty a mile ofl, have been
known to return and be fed by the person who lLefore
had had the care of them 11I1|'ir1_L: the winter months.
An ancedote is related in the “Zoologist,” pages 1601-2,
by Arthur Hussey, Esq., of Rottingdean, of one which
having been brought up from about a day old, became
most thoroughly tame. Another evinced great personal
attachment to a lady, and would sit for hours on the
back of ker chair, and roost near the head of her bed
at night, never failing to shew every symptom of dis-
tress and concern during her occasionul absences. If
alarmed, the Partridge, proverbial for timiti[lj', COWErs
down, or runs off with great rapidity, as it may he
likewise seen to do in pursuit of its companions; or,
il closely pressed, takes wing.

In their flight, which is strong and rather 1|Il|h*k.
they gradually rise to a little height, and then fly off
in a direct course, with a loud *‘whirr’—the effeet of the
1J|1iL']{ Enl].-;ﬂ'lull. of the wing*. At the end of a !unj,;
flight, after being alarmed, they finish in a sailing man-
ner, and alight sidelong. In feeding, the back is arched
ap, and if alarmed the head is raised erect, and thus
it walks about, till, if need be, it runs along, and
then takes wing. If they lie close it is very difficult
to see them.

They feed in the mornings and evenings, and live on .
grain, beans, and sceds, worme, caterpillars, beetles, and
other inst.'{:tS, as also in times of s-c‘.u'cil}' ot tllrllip lops
and roots, young clover, or probably any tender leaves:
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the young are at first fed with insects—ants and their
eggs E&putizﬂt}', if there are any to be met with. The
Partridge must do far more good than harm, devouring
i.lnl'ﬂ["tlgf_" lllllnl.'l[“i'-ﬁ UI. nuxim]s iI]EE‘CtF, 'Wi'rf_'“'ﬂrnl‘;- H”.ll
others, as well as the sceds of injurious plants; at the
sime time some injury is caused.by their scratching
and picking up grains of newly-sown wheat, and ecating
the young green shoots that have come up. They suffer
mul:}l. iu I.i.rl'.ll!zi- Elf‘ I]C{‘il SNow .!‘I'CIIH. want l:lt1 fL'IULl. III
the summer they are mostly concealed by the standing
corn, and in the autamn in any other cover, and along
hedges and ditches, and in osier beds, where there are
any, and other situations. Some are said to subsist on
heath and whortleberries in pIuccs where these grow,
and to acquire the flavour of Grouse: they drink but
little.

The call of the Partridge, ‘chicurr, chicurrr,’ is heard
early in the spring, and even in the winter months, at
the close of dav, a summons together after separation;
I have heard it the Tth. of this present December,
1853, afier a hard white frost still unthawed in the
shade. It 1s especially frequent in the still summer even-
ings, when the silence is pleasingly broken in upon by
it, or the “droning flight” of the beetle, or some other
country sound, equally speaking to the listening ear
of happy rural life. They have a mnote of caution
and warning, on bhearing which the young steal away
to the nearest place of security, and there remain
concealed till a cluck from the dam announces that the
danger has disappeared.

These birds begin to pair very early, even so soon,
as has been observed, as the 3rd. of February in
Yorkshire, and by the Ist. elsewhere; usually between
that date and the 14th., and are then found in ploughed
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and elover ficlds. At these times there are often fierce

combats between the male birds. Some few never pair

- at all, perhaps for want of mates. The young of more

than one nest sometimes jn'ln together in coveys. It is
saidd that they remain as long as three weeks in the
neighbourhood where they think of making their nest,
apprchensive of choosing a dangerous site, and if the
one first selected appears to be such, they fix themselves
somewhere else.

The nest is only a few straws placed in a mere hollow
scratched in the earth, under the shelter perhaps of
some tuft, generally in open grass and other fields,
among peas, corn, weeds, or herbage, at the {oot of a
trec or bush, or by a post, byt at times in a small
plantation, among shrubs, under a hedge-row, even by
the road-side, and on the moors in the vicinity of
cultivated land; sometimes in holes of decayed trees, as
much as three or four feet from the ground, and even on
the top of hay-stacks: I have been told of a nest placed
in this situation, the coveys hatched, and safely reared.
A brace of Partridges have been known, their own
nest having been destroyed, to take up with the nest
and eggs of a pair of Pheasants, the hen of which had
been killed, on the estate of Colonel Durgoyne, in
Essex. The hen bird alone sits, the male keeping
watch, and when the young are hatched he joins the
covey, and protects and feeds them with the dam.

The eggs, which are of a pale greenish brown colour,
are laid towards the end of May or the beginning of
June, and are usu:-.ll}’ ten or twelve in number, but
somctimes as many as fifteen, eighteen, or even twenty.
The “Norfolk News' mentions a nest hatched at
Ditchingham between the 13th. and 18th. of April,

1851. Twenty-two eggs are recorded to have been found
vil. 111, }
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in one nest, and thirty-one in another, two hen birds
having u-::cupiml the same one, and in the former instance
the cock bird gathered half of the united family under
his wings, the pair sitting side by side, but looking
diffcrent ways. The young leave the nest almost as
500N 0% T.lu:}" are hatched. Iucubation lasts about twenly-
one days, beginning about the 20th. of June.

“It is a curious fact,” says Mr. Jesse, “that when
young Partridzes are hatched and have lelt the nest,
the two portions of each shell will be found placed the
one within the other. I believe that this is invariably
the case. This is doubtless done by the chicks them-
sclves in their last successful effort to escape from
prison.”  Only one brood is reared in the year, unless
indeed the first nest be destroyed, and so a third, if
the second happen to be, but in these cases the cggs
are fewer, and the young are said to be less strong.

The Partridge varies much in weight according to
the quality of the country it inhabits. Male; weight,
about fifteen ounces; length, one foot and half-an-inch;
bill, light greyish blue, strong and short, the upper man-
dible a good deal curved, overhanging and extending
beyond the lower one; iris, hazel; over and behind it
is a bare space of brizht red, and a band of light yel-
lowish chesnut red, edged with grey. Forchead and head
on the sides, light yellowish chesnut, edged with grey;
crown, greyish brown, with slender yellow shaft lines;
neck on the back and sides, and the nape, grey, minutely
waved with blackish brown; chin and throat, light
vellowish chesnut,. edged with bluish grey; breast,
bluish grey, minutely freckled and waved with blackish
brown, and on its lower part is a horse-shee-shaped
mark of brownish red, on a white ground; the shaft
streaks white; on the sides it is barred with chiesnut;

B i
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back, minutely banded with dots of brewnish black,
lines of brownish yellow and grey, with bars of brownish
red, the latter colour widening on the lower part; the
shafis yellowish.,

The wings, expanding to the width of one foot eight
inches, are short and much rounded, and have the
fourth feather the longest, the third ncarly as long, the
fifth also about the same, the first m-:ui}' mp.m]. to the
sixth and seventh; greater wing coverts, dark greyish
brown, widely banded with greyish yellow; primaries,
dark grevish brown, widely banded with greyish yellow;
sccondaries, fifteen, the first very short. 'The tail, of
sixteen brownish red feathers, is wvery short, and
much hidden by the coverts; the tips of all the feathers
are reddish white, the two middle ones and the edges
of the next pair marked with dots of brownish black,
lines of brownish yellow and grey, with bars of brownish
red; upper tail coverts, some of which are long, freckled
with two shades of brown, and barred with chesnut;
under tail coverts, pale yellowish grey or whitish.
Legs, short, and rather strong, above the knee greyish
white; toes, pale greyish blue, tinged with yellow;
claws, dusky brown, short, strong, and blunted with
nse.

l"cm:]ln; lcnglh, one fuut; the ‘[mt't about the bill
paler; the crown marked with small oblong yellowish
white streaks; thie neck on its lower part is more mixed
with brown; the patch on the breast is not so large,
though sometimes nearly so, and in some is only com-
posed of a few spots on a greyish white space; on its
lower part it is white, and the chesnut marks on the
sides are broader; the back has the bands longer, and
the yellowish white streaks brouder; the wings are one
foot seven inches in expanse.
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In the young at first the bill is greyish brown, the tip
of the upper mandible vellowishi; there is no red mark
behind the eve. Crown, chesnut brown, patched with
brownish black: forchead, neek, and nape, grevish yellow,
marked with black; chin and throat, pale yellowish ches-
nut; the breast, after the first mounlt, has the horse-shoe
5“1““, n“rj in rllf_" ﬁ."n]ilt[‘ﬁ E_Tt‘l'li_‘l'ﬂ”:q' “'Il'[l[it]:’.;; hill"]i.
gre:.‘ish yellow, marked with black spots, afterwards
greyish brown, barred with brownish black, on its
lower part clonded with brown. Wings, brown, with
black spots, afterwards patched with brownish red; the
tail, after the first moult, has the four middle feathers
barred; legs and toes, vellowish grey brown.

The Partridge is very subject to variety. In the
“Cambrian” Newspaper it is stated that two brace were
shot near Brecon; “their breasts were snowy Wwhite,
and round their heads was a ring of the same colour.”
One was shot near York in September, 1851, which
had the upper mandible very much elongated and curved
upwards and backwards, something like that of the
Avocet. It is difficult to understand how the bird
could have well fed iT.SL"lF, nevertheless it was in gond
condition. White varicties are not very unfrequently
met with, and cream-colonred ones; others with the
tints all faded, and others more or less pied with white.
Sir  Willlam Jardine describes one with the usual
markings, but of a deeper general hue, and without
the horse-shoe; the head, neck, and patch on the breast
brown, and the space sbout the bill black. A very
curibus circumstance is recorded in “The Naturalist,”
volume iii., page 37, by John Dixon, Esq., of eight
voung birds being killed, all with a malformation of
the bill, it being bent upwards.
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RED-LEGGED PARTRIDGI.

GUERNSEY TARTRIDGE, FRENCIT PARTRIDGE,

Perdie vufu, Moxtacu., Foesminag.
Tetvao riufus, Brwick.
Perdiz—A Darividge. Rifie.  Rufis—Ned.

Trrs handsome species is a native of various parts
of the south of J.“.m'nlu:, EJL‘iLl:_;‘ I:h-HI;!'Iﬂ in Germany,
]."l'.l.m:q:, l’qal'lllgill, S[ritiu, and Tl;ll}'_. and also met with
in  Austria, DBoliemia, and Switzerland, likewise 1n
Guernsey and Jersey, and it is said in Madeira. Tt also
oecurs plentifully in the north of Afriea, and in Asia
—in Japan.

Red-legged Partridges were introduced into this
country in the reign of King Charles the Second in
the mneighbourhood of Windsor, and afterwards more
recently by the Duke of Northumberland, and the Earl
of Rochford; also by the Marquis of Hertford at Sud-
bourn, near Orford, in Suffolk, and by Lord Rendlesham,
at Rendlesham, in the same neighbourhood. ‘l'hese
have increased, and are now abundant upon Dunming-
worth Heath, and from Aldborough te “'uudhrzdgu,
from whenee they have spread over the adjoining
counties. Some were turned out by the Marquis of
Hastings, at Donnington Park, Derbyshire, but a few
scasons saw them extinguished. The Rev. T. Towler,

in two instances, has known these birds found upon
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the beach in an exhausted state, as if after a long flight.
They have been met with in Essex, near Colchester.
In Yorkshire, several are said to have been shot near
Doncaster. Some have made their appearance in Roger
Wildrake's “moist county of Lincoln;"” others mncar
tovston, in Hertfordshire; and the species has been
met with at Upway, near Weymonth, Dorsetshire.

The IMon. Thomas Littleton Powys has written to me
of the occurrence of but one of these birds in the.
ncighbourhood of Lilford, Northamptonshire, which, as
I'I[! ﬂ‘bfﬂ'l’\'[‘ﬁ, "I.'fﬂ]"l.ﬁid(‘.riﬂg ilS :IIJ““I]:II'IE'E il'!. Nﬂl'rﬂik -“I.I'.H.I
Suffolk, is rather a curious circumstance.” One was
shot near Anglesea Abbey, Cambridgeshire, on the 11th.
of September, 1821; and others have been met with in
that eounty. A pair in 1835 on the Chiltern Hills,
near Stokenchurch, Oxfordshire, where a covey of six
were found on the 2l1st. of September, 1848, by Mr.
Willoughby Beanuchamp.

In Orkney several were introduced in late years.

They frequent cultivated grounds, and especially hilly
parts where bushes and copsewood abound, but seem to
give a preferénce to heaths, commons, and other waste
lands.

They are good, but not nearly so good to eat as the
native species.  They have been known to breed in
confinement. The male birds frequently fight in the
spring of the year.

They run very fast, and are not easily put up; and
in those parts of the country where they have become
naturalized, they have had the effect, from some cause
or other, of banishing the indigenous Partridge. They
perch at times in trees, and, if convenient, on a hedge,
gate, or rail.

Their dictary is composed of seeds, grain, clover, and
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other '.'r'-r.:r1.'1h]r5, lll.'t-Llu.-h, flies, and othér insects, ants
and their eggs, spiders, caterpillars, and small sunails,
and they scratch on the ground after the manner of
the other birds of this class.

The note is likened to the syllables ‘eokileke,” and
is often heard in the spring.

The nest is made of grass and a few feathers of the
bird itself, and is placed among corn, grass, or clover,
or near a bush.

Mr. Jesse says that a clergyman, in the county of
Norfolk, found the nest in the thateh of a hayrick, and
informed him that such is no uni'rn-:|m:ul'. OCCurrence.
Other similar instances are mentioned.

The eggs are usually from ten to twelve in number:
as many as eighteen have been sometimes found. ‘They
are of a reddish yellow-white colour, spotted and
speckled with reddish brown. “The young leave the
nest soon after ]JL'ltL;_; hatched. The male takes no prart
in the incubation of the CIirs and leaves the care of
the brood to their mother till 1hl‘}' are half Erown, wlien
he returns to them, and continues with them tll the
following spring.

Male; length, one foot one and a hall to one foot
two inches; bill, bright red; a black band runs from
its base to the cye and down the Iu:t;k, “'idt.‘“hl}; towards
the i"mnt, where bLoth sides 1|u_-1§t, and from it numerous
black spols and streaks descend towards the breast:
irisy reddish orange; eyclids, red; over the eve is a
bare red space, and a white line runs over it.  Forchead,
erey; sides of the head, white, tinged with grey; crown,
neck on the back, and nape, reddish brown; on the
sides, ;_{1‘&.‘}'1511 white, tinged with brown and spotted
with black, margined with greyish brown, and followed

Ly a broad band of ash-colour; chin, white; throar,
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white, tinged with grey; breast, light vellowish red;
on the sidegs are broad bands of red, followed by others
of grey, white, black, and reddish yellow; below, it is
clear rufous; back, reddish brown, tinged with grey.

The wings, very short, extending to the width of
one foot nine inches, have the second, third, and fourth
quills nearly equal, and the longest, the first nearly as
long as the sixth; greater and lesser wing coverts,
reddish brown, tinged with grey; the pri]:lll.lt'iﬂﬁ, gr(‘}'i:-}l
black, and, except the first, with part of the outer
webs vellowish brown; seven of the secondaries have
also part of the outer web dull yellow; they too are
greyish black, as are the tertiaries. The tail, of sixteen
feathers, has the four middle ones reddish brown, tinged
with grey, the others brownish 1'0{1; upper tail coverts,
light yellowish red. Legs, with a blunt spur, and
toes, bright red; on the first are five, on the sceond
sisteen, on the third twenty-two, and on the fourth
cighteen narrow plates; claws, dusky brown.

Female; length, one foot one inch; the crescent on
the neck is narrower, and pale, and the spots on its
lower part Wouch smaller; the legs, light yellowish

brown, have no spur.







BARBARY PARTRIDGI.
Pordiz petrosa, LaTinam.

Perdizr—A Partridoe. Petrosa—0OF the rocks—Rocky.

The Barbary Partridge, as its name conveys, is found
on the north-western and northern coasts of .-"Lf:‘i:.‘u, from
Senegal to Moroceo, Darbary, and Algeria, where it is
said to be very common. Itis found also in the islands
of the Mediterrancan, Majorca, Mirorca, Corsica, Malta,
Sardinia, and Sicily; in Europe also in Spain, France,
Italy, and Greece; and in Asia in the region of the
Caucasus.

A specimen of this species, a female, was found dead
in a field at Edwardthorpe, near Melton Mowbray,
Leicestershire, in April, 1842. It had every appearance
of being a wild bird. About the same period another
was shot b}' a nobleman on the estate of the ll;lnluis
of Hertford, at Sudbourn, in Suffolk. It appears that
about the year 1770, some eggs had been imported
into that part of the country by the then Marquis and
Lord Rendlesham. Edwards wrote in 1802 that they
were frequently brought over. This one may thercfore
have been a descendant of some of these, or itself a
“8allee Rover,” but of the most harmless kind.

These birds go in flocks, frequenting all places that

afford them cover, and even come into gardens. They
are, however, shy in their habits. They are eaten as

VL. MIT,
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food, though not of any superior quality.

1"“:."}7 fﬂcd on grﬂin. 5!.1'_"'{1"1,. 1'|.“d i'l.lb'l.‘l'.'lﬁ.

They build in barren places and desert mountains,
among low bushes on the ground.

The eggs are as many as fifteen, of a dull yellowish
colour, l]]ick]}' dotted with ;rueni:h olive spols.

Mr. CL‘IUCI] Eﬁ}'s 1.:!!‘ one Df l!IL'_“..' Llil'l].ﬁ “'].lif_‘].t ].U..: ]:l{td,
that it PD:GHI‘_-SL’J great z'.trf-ngth in its 1[':_:*, t-:;ln't:'lullj.’
in lcnlﬁng without the assistance of its him___:r,s, and was
able to spriug from the floor to the top of a table with
little secming cffort.

l'[a.]u; lcnglh. one foot one infl:; Li”, rn‘:d, as i3 a
bare space over the eye; iris, hazel; head on the sides,
blaish ash-colour, with a narrow black edge above;
crown, neck on the back, and nape, rich chesnut
brown, coming round in front to the bottem of the
neck, handsomely variegated with small triangular-shaped
white spots, Chin and thl‘t}u.t, bluish ash-colour above
and below the collar; breast, brownish grey, with a
tinge of reddish buff, barred on the sides with white,
black, and bright chesnut; on the lower part yellowish
bruwn, nﬂd I'.!.'.I.L"l'l rﬂdllibh bufll Bﬂck. gl'o}'ish bl'u“’]].

Greater and lesser wiu:g coverts, a mixture of brown
and grey, broadly edged with chesnut. Irimaries,
brownish black on the inner webs, the outer web of the
fourth grevish brown, of the others light brown on
their inner half, pencilled with dusky transverse mark-
ings; tertiaries, a mixture of brown and grey., The
tail, rich chesnut brown, has the middle feathers pen-
cilled with dusky transverse markings; under tail coverts,
brownish grey, with a tinge of reddish buff. The legs,
—which have blunt spurs—toes, and claws, red.

The female is smaller, the colour not so bright, and
she is without the spurs.
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VIRGINIAN PARTRIDGIL.

Liariiast. JExYNS,

Perdir—A ]';:1'||'i|l|-_:|'. ]-."J'I-'.'.".u."rq.J:J—-‘.‘Iﬂ lII.-i'l'“illn:!.

Tue "]"-riw before- us has been introduced into this
country from America, where it 1s indigenous in both
continents, _"'-Iunl.u;.;u. mentions that several had been
turned out in different parts of the British Empire,
and he '-['ll.'.'ll."‘ of one shot near ?"-Intlh!ir'lti, n Nﬂttiuf_:v
hamshire. In Norfolk, some were torned out Ly DMr.
Coke, (Lord Leicester,) near Holkham, and some of
their deseendants are believed still to exist; a mnest
with several eges was found at Barton, in that county.
Severnl have been killed in the county of Surrey;
others were introduced at Teddesley, in Staffordshire,
by Jdward John Littleton, Isq., of that estate; one was
shot at Rotherfield, near Tunbridge Wells, Kent, a female,
about the lst. of January, 1850; another, a male, about
the same time and place; and one near Chelsham Court,
Godstone, Surrey, in the middle of October, 1843: it
was supposed te be one of a number procured from
Ameriea, which had been turned out near Windsor by
His Royal ITighness Prince Albert. .

In Ireland, General Gabbit liberated many on his
cstates, but it is said that in two years the breed was lost.

In their native country they are migratory.

The Virginian Partridge can be kept in confinement,
and has been known to breed in that state. They are
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taken in large numbers for the table, being very much
esteemed, and are captured in various ways. They
frequent the neighbourhood of woods, but rarely the
woods or forests themselves, and conceal themselves
among bushes, brushwood, and herbage, from which
they emerge to feed in the open ficlds; they perch at
times in low trees. In severe weather they come close
in the shape

to barns in search of any “waifs or strays’
of food, mix with the poultry, and seem almost half-
domesticated. They suffer severely in times of deep
snow and lcnglhnnu:l winters, About the hc‘ginning_ of
September they collect in flocks of from four or five to
thirty. ‘They usually roost at night on some high ground
in the middle of a field, and they are said to lie in
a circle with their heads outwards; in trees also some-
times.

They fly with a whirring sound, straight, steadily,
and quick.

Their food is made up of Indian corn, buckwheat,
and other grain, seeds, berries, and insects.

The call, says Wilson, consists of two notes loud and
clear, with sometimes an introductory one, and resembles
the words “Bob White;" another account deseribes it as
two short low whistles, followed by one long, loud,
and shrill.

Nidification begins early in May.

The nest, placed under or in some thick tuft of grass
that shelters and conceals it, is described as well covered
with a hood, an opening being left on one side for
entrance, and is composed of leaves and fine dry grass,
both birds assisting in its fabrication.

The eggs, from ten or twelve to fifteen or even
twenty-four in number, this latter quantity the joint
produce in all probability of two birds laying in the

~ _".'-Ft‘_.
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same nest, are purc ‘u‘]lil{‘, without any sputs, and broad
at onc cnd, and pointed at the other.

The hen bird performs the task of incubation for four
weeks, and the whoele family keep together till the
following spring. '"The young leave the nest at once
on being hatched, and are conducted forth by the female
in search of food, and from time to time are sheltered
under her wings, collected together by a twittering ery.
Should danger appear to threaten, she displays extreme
anxiety, beldly attacking an intruder, or using every
artifice and stratagem to draw him away, feigning lame-
ness, “throwing herself in the path, fluttering along, and
beating the ground with her wings, as il sorely wounded,
ltlh'l'inj.z at the same time certain []I’.‘CLI]EJ.I' notes of :11:11':11,
well understood by the young, which dive separately
among the Zross, and secrete themselves till the :].'Lng{,'r 15
over; and the parent, having decoyed the pursuer to asafe
distance, returns, by a circuitous route, to collect and
lead them off.” She shews the greatest assiduity and
the most sedulous and unremitting attention 1in their
further care. Wilson mentions a curious anccdote of
some young ones which had been hatched under a
hen, and which, “when abandoned by her, associated
with the COWS, which 1.|:t.*:_r n-;_;uhu‘l:,r followed to the
fields, returned with them when they came home in
the evening, stood by them while they were milked,
and again accompanied them to the pasture. ‘These
remained during the winter, lodging in the stable, but
as soon as spring came they disappeared.”

Of a cock bin], one of a puit‘ ]:1:'1:-1 in l::uhﬁm:m{:ut,
and which reared a brood, a correspondent of the
“Magazine of Natural Iistory” wrote, “Previously to
and during the time the hen was sitting, the cock
serenaded her with his harsh and singular notes, some
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of them very similar to the mewing of a cat. He had
also a peculiarity of constantly running round in a cirele,
till the ground where he performed his evolutions was
worn as bare as a road, and the turfl trodden down.
Nothing could be more cordial and harmonious than
this happy family. When the shades of evening ap-
proached, they crowded together in a ecirele on the
ground, and prepared for the slumbers of the night by
placing their tails all together, with their pretty mottled
chins facing to the front in a watchful round-robbin.
When food was thrown in for them, the male bird
would peck at the grain, but not eat any himself
until he had ealled his family around him first to
partake of the food, which he did with many soft
blandishments, and with much strutting and spreading
of the wings and tail.””

I'-I:l]r'; lrngll‘l, a little over nine inches to nine and
a half; bill, according to Meyer, bluish horn-colour,
or black, as described by Wilson and Macgillivray,
dusky black according to Yarrell; from the base of the
upper mandible begins a black band, which continues
above the eye, and forms a broad collar round the
throat; over the eye and down the neck is a white
streak underneath the black one. Iris, dusky black;
under the eye is a black band running down the neck
on cach side and meeting in front; forchead, white;
crown, rich red brown, edged on each side with black,
of which colour are the centres of the feathers, and
they are occasionally elevated in a crest-like manner.
Neck on the sides and nape, also yellowish red bLrown,
pencilled or spotted with white and black; most of the
feathers edged with bluish ash-colour and pale yellow.
Chin and throat, white, bounded by the band of black.
Breast, on the upper part, pale reddish brown: the
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feathers of the lower part pale yellowish or greyish
white, l"-]:_"- d with arrow-heads of black, and those on
the sides el j_{.m'l]_‘.' marked on their centres with rich
chesnut brown, bordered with bluck lines and white
AT | —I\.i'“" ].;..“..!1: .'l.!.ll.i\ s :h'{ Ill:!“;:-]l |_'1_'II h]'li'l\.' 11, Hllgllil:q'
peneilled all over with black; most of the feathers
edged with bluish ash-colour and pale yellow.

The 'h':'itl:,:‘*_, of 11.1;|'J1I}-1hlu' flllii[*:. have the first and
:i-_:!ﬁ]l feathers of the same htli_:lh, the second l'lill..l]. Lo
the r-i.\i]l_. the fourth the tt'l‘.]:_fl'_'.‘-[ in the 'l.l.in:f_f, the fifth
nearly equal to it, the third about equal to the seventh;
lesser wing coverts, yellowish red brown, pencilled with
black. Irimaries, greyish brown; sccondaries and ter-
tiaries dusky, or greyish brown, the inner ones of the
former variegated with the black markings; the latter
edgzed with yellowish white. The tail, of twelve feathers,
short and much rounded, is greyish blue or ash-colour,
sprinkled with reddish brown, waved towards the end
with vellowish red; upper tail coverts, olive brown and
yellowish brown, pencilled with black; under tail
coverts, light yellowish red, with dusky streaks on the
centres of the feathers and whitish l]]rﬁ. Lq'_'_:w' and
tocs, light ash-colour; claws, dusky.

Female; length, nine inches; the band over the eyes
and the head on the sides, light yellowish brown; erown,
lmlrr than in the Trlil.li_‘_: neck in l't'unl:, |i;.;ht red on the
lower part; on the back and the nape, ]mit:l' than in
the male. Throat, light yellowish brown, margined with
black, brown, and yellowish red spots; breast, light
red; back, paler than in the male. The til, more
undulated with red and greyish white.

The voung at first have the bill brownish yellow;
iris, lizht hazel; the head on the sides, dusky; the upper

parts |.|';_'.h1. }L.']]u'n'-'i.“h brown, with il.ﬂ.L'hi.':i of grey.
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QUAITL.

COMMON QUAIL.

Perdiz colurnix, Liatmam. JESYNS,
Tetrao cofurais, Lixxxus.
Perdir—A Partridge. Cofurnir—A Quail.

Tre Quail is very abundant on the continent of Europe,

in Italy and France, and in Sicily, and the Greek \,‘{
Islands. They go as far north in summer as Lapland, s
and the more temperate parts of Siberia and 1fa'.11.-'.£-i;l.; ¥

and are also found in Africa, even at the Cape of Good
Hope; and in many parts of Asia, in China, India,
Malacea, and Japan.

In England they are much less common than they
were fifty years ago, while the contrary is the ease in
Ireland, but in some seasons they are more plentiful
than in others.

In Yorkshire they scem to have been formerly more
abundant than they are now. They are occasionally met
with abont Shefficld, and used to breed in the vicinity
of Halifax, likewise near York, also near Leeds, at
Seacroft, Willingbeck, and Churwell, and near Hudders-
ficld, Burlington, and other places. In Norfolk they
are not uncommon necar Yarmouth, but in most parts
are limited in numbers. They were formerly far more
numerous there.

N. Rowe, Esq., of Worcester College, Oxford, has /-
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informed me of their breeding near Crediton, Devon-
shire. in a corn-field on Staddon “{'il'_ﬂjth', where the
eges were taken on the 1st. of Augast, 1850; and also
on the moors about the ][.l'l'bl']{ll_:l! I'lats aon the ]HIL'{].!:I'.‘I
of Surrey and Berkshire. In Cornwall they seem to
be rather rare; one was taken on board a pilot-boat
abput twenty miles at sca, May 10th., 1850, and two
were shot in September in the same year.

The Quail occurs near Lilford, Northamptonshire, as
the Hon. T, L. l'x.'-'-t'_va has informed me, and also near
Aldwinkle and Titchmarsh; likewise in some parts of
Berkshire they are common, while in others they are
hardly ever seen, as William Tlewet, Esq. has written
me word. In Lincolushire the Rev. IR, P. Alington says
they appear singly in autumn; in the year 1851 more
were seen than usual; formerly they used 4o occur in
bevies in the parish of Stenigot, near IHorncastle. One
was met with in Juone, 1840, within a hundred yards
of the town of Melbourne, Derbyshire.

Captaan Turton, of the Third Dragoon Guards, has
written me word that the Quail is the Partridge of Ire-
land, and that if the country gentlemen would go to the
expense of preserving them, as they do in England,
they might have as many as there are Partridges in
our best preserves.

*In Scotland it occurs but seldom: in Sutherlandshire
it appears occasionally near Dunrobin, and also has been
met with in Aberdeenshire, in the parish of Towie, and
in Morayshire. In Orkney onec was shot in Sanday, by
Mr. Strang, in May, 1833.

(Quails migrate north and south in spring and autumn
in countless thousands, and vast numbers are taken by
bird-catchers. As many as once hundred thousand are
gald to have been taken 1n one day in the kingdom
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of Naples. Three thousand dozen are reported to have
hﬂ‘!‘n FHTI:‘I'ITI"“"'I']. i“ onc }'1"'1"“' h?ﬁ_ ”Il\ -[.If'!“dn“ {ll'ﬂ.ll"rﬁ-
alone. 'They migrate in flocks, and the males are said
to precede the females. They are believed to travel
at night. They arrive here the end of April, or
beginning of May, and depart early again in Sep-
tember. Not being strong on the wing, yet obliged
to eross the sea to scek a warmer climate in winter,
thousands are picked up by the shores on their arrival
in an exhansted state; many are drowned in the passage,
and some are [requently captured on board of vessels
met with “in transitun.,”  Not a few, however, seem to re-
main throughout the winter.—One was obtained in this
parish, Nafferton, Yorkshire, in December, 1851; one
at Halliford, in Middlesex, the 18th. of September,
1841. One was shot near Worcester, in January, 1850;
another, a male, the same month at Parson Drove, near
Wisbeach, in the Isle of Ely, Cambridgeshire, on the
16th.: another on the 30th., at March; and another on the
31st., captured near Guyhirn.

In Bedfordshire, one in February, 1833; in Shropshire,
one at Shifinal, on the 20th. of January, 1846. In Nor-
folk, at Reedham on the 1lth.; at Bawburgh on the
14th.; near Lb&ddon, a pair, male and female, on the
18th.; one near Norwich, on the 23rd. of December,
1846; and another in the following month, January,
1847. On the 26th. of August, 1848, a hen bird and
a young one were captured at Drayton. Two were
killed at Dottisham, Cambridgeshire, on the 11lth. of
November, 1825; and one at Fopham, in the end of
January. One at Normanby-by-Spital, Lincolnshire, by
the Rev. Edward Cooper, B. A., on the 1st. of Feb-
ruary, 1853. Two in Oxfordshire, followed by two
others on the 10th. of November, 1846, and the 9tl. of
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December, 1848, In December, in Oxfordshive, near
Spoden; and on the 12th. of February, 1840, at East
Ilsley, in Berkshire, and they have also been seen in
that counfy in the winter not far from Wallingford,
William Hewet, Esq. tells me. The Rev. rederic Fane
writes me word of others killed in December and Jan-
uary, in Hampshire and Dorsetshire; another also in
that county at Brickland, near Weymouth, the last week
in January, 1853,

The males have i.h:hpuml'.u encounters with each other
in the spring. 'These birds are very delicate cating,
and the demand in consequence keeps pace with the
large supply. 'They are easily kept in confinement, and
as L‘;L:H}‘ fattened. 'lllu.'_# are L'.'t[:tm'{'d in nets and Lraps,
into which latter l]u_'}' arec |]r_':_'u}‘:.'i.]. 1:}" Eluii.‘t[irl.;; their
note, and are also shot in numbers.

They run with great rapidity, and can take long
flights, as proved by their migration, but while here
they are diflicult to put up a second time alter they
have been once flushed. 'They fly quick, straight, and
low, rising suddenly and uttering a scream.

They feed on grain, sceds, green leaves, and insects,

Their voice is a shrill whistling note, a “whit, whit,”
usually repeated three times in succession, and eonsidered
on the continent-as .a sort of song. It is often and
ncessantly repeated nearly the whole of the day in the
spring season, but especially towards the evening.  When
fichting with one another they utter a sort of croah.
Bechstein likens the note of the male to “verra, verra,”
followed by the word “pievervie;” that of the female
by “‘verra, verra, pupu, pupu,” and when alarmed or
enraged, their cry, he says, resembles the word “guillah.”

For a nest the female serapes out a small lollow in
the ground, into which she collects a few bits of dry
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grass, straw, clover, and such like. She alone sits, and
very closely, on the eggs, but the male assists her in
the care of the young.

The eggs are yellowish white, orange-cololired wlhite,
or greenish, blotted or speckled with brown. They vary
much in number, from six to fourteen, or ecven, it is
said, twenty, though generally ten. Incubation lasts
about three weeks. The young follow the dam as soon
as they are hatched.

Male; length, eight inches; bill, greyish brown above,
greenish blue bencath, the tip yellowish; iris, hazel;
over it, and extending down the side of the neck, is
a band of yellowish white, formed by marks on the
centres of the feathers. The crown, with o narrow
band of yellowish white, formed by marks on the centre
of each feather, and neck on the back, black, the feathers
edged with brown; nape, a mixture of brownish black,
light red, and yellowish grey; chin and throat, pale
chesnut brown; on the latter are two crescents of
brownish black, with a black patch at the base, its
sides light yellowish brown or reddish, spotted with
black and yellowish white; breast above, light yellowish
brown or reddish, with straw-coloured shaft lines; on
the middle and lower part, pale yellowish white; and
on the sides light brownish red, each feather with a
central band of white, edged with brownish black; the
back is variegated with brownish black, light red, and
yellowish grey, with four longitudinal bands of yellowish
white pointed streaks.

The wings, of twenty feathers, have the first three
of nearly equal length, but the first a little longer than
the third, the second the longest; they expand to one
foot two inches in width; greater and lesser wing
coverts, pale rufous brown, streaked with brown and
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yellowish grey; primaries, dusky brown, banded on the
outer webs with 1::1.]-.' red, the first one with its outer
eidge white. The tail, of fourtcen feathers, dark brown,
barred with whitish; upper tail coverts, rufous brown;
under tail coverts, |1||:* :I.'L']!ﬂ“'ih]l white. I.L'f_{S. toes,
and claws, greyish yellow.

The female 1s paler in general colour; the neck is
without the crescents and the black patch; a dusky streak
passes down from behind the CyCs, chin and throat, |1:||-!
yellowish white; the breast is marked with small dark
gpots on cach side of the straw-coloured shafts; greater
and lesser wing coverts, crossed with yellowish white
bars: L_-;_:n and toes, :‘_::l':'_'l.'i:hh j.'f'Hl::-"-'l.'.

The young of the year resemble the female; the males
do not .Lt‘litlil't the black ls:L:t‘]L till the second year.

Varieties have occurred of a white and of a yellowish
white colour, some spotted with white, and others dusky
all over.
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ANDALUSIAN QUAIL.

ANDALUSIAN HNEMIPODE. GIBRALTAR QUAIL. AXNDALUSIAN
TURNIX. THREE-TOED QUAIL!

I .-.J:'Inn.-!r'l.'.v Fr;m’rll;-.’ru.'.'r.'-' K, GorLo,
Hemipoding tunatus, TruMMIxCK.
Perdiz Gibraltariea, Larmax.
Tarnrr rrn'.n':-‘q,r.fa'..-r.u.r. MEYEE.

Hemipodivs— Hemipodion—A hall-foot.  Hemi—Hall. Pows—
podos—A foot. Tuchydromus—Fast-running, Teelkus—
Quick. Dremens—A runner.

Tuis Quail is found in North Africa, from DBarbary
to Iripoli; it also occurs in Europe in various parts of
the south of Spain, and in Sicily and Italy.

The “Annals of Natural History,” in the fourteenth
volume, record the occurrence of an individual of this
species, a male, which was shot on the 20th. of October,
1844, at Cornwell, near Chipping Norton, Oxfordshire;
another, probably the female, had previously been killed
near the same spot. ;

“They live on sterile sandy plains, and run with
great speed, seldom taking wing; ready to hide them-
sclves on the slightest appearance of danger, and are
found with difficulty among the herbage under which
they conceal themselves.” They are said not to go in
flocks, to lie close, and rarcly to rise a second time if
once put up,
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'Illtl..‘_ﬁ' fred on _'_::I'.iili and .---'1'|!:~, and swallow some
oravel to aid the direstion of their foad.

Male; length, about six inches; bill, light vellowish
]-:Hnll, the l'-l;' still ].l!:li.': 1ris, hazel., Head on the

-iuL.--, llll” 1II1'1\'15. Bl '.'Hl'-] with I'.IIIHI: on I:'||1' Crown,

\.].-l.|!~ 1-'-”'-'-1-Il-!| '!IL:I'-'-'::. with n li:_;hr.; Hllq.ll.. :]m.'.n t|||'

middle, the [feathers h:!.rl*l'-'| with . rufous—a sort of

“Heather 1n its :'.4;1',“ neck on the back and nape, dark
_\'llll)".'-i'\-l.'J i:nlu'a.'ll.. ".l.-|||'. numnmcrouns |.l:l|.'\ r-11 L'in--.uu.*., ].!,u:[;,
and buff white; elun, dall _'.'L'L|-n'.'1!-1|.| 'n']]i.'.u_'; throat and
breast on the upper part, 1'-;|}|' chesnut, the latter on
the sides 1\,-.-||.n.-.j;.||, white, the feathers !i]rilﬂ-[ with
black, and with a erescent-shaped mark of rich orange
Luff, deepest in fromt; on the lower part buff white
and pure white; back, yellowish dusky brown, finely
pencilled transversely with zigzag markings of reddish
ash-colour, and lines of brown and chesnut, each feather
being fincly margined with white. Greater and lesser
wing coverts, yellowish brown, with large spots of a
i:.all'l' shade, with a dark S0l in the centre of i_';|.|:_"||.;
primaries, dusky greyish lLrown, with a light-coloured
line ;Jl-r:JE_: the l".|;_:4' of the outer web. I']';lil, HL'L':.'i.H]L
brown; upper tail coverts, yellowish dusky brown;
under tuil coverts, wlate, L gs and toes, p;l.ll_' }'L'”uw'hh
Lrown.

EXDy OF THE THIRD YOLUME.

B, FAWLETT, INGEATVER ARD PLINTED; LaiirFivilis,
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