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The African Ibis 
Threskiornis aethiopicus 

•• is somewhat larger and 
sturdier than the Glossy Ibis . 

• 
Its feathers are white, the 
adult birds having a black 
head and neck. Above the 
tail, a lSunch of finely spread 
feathers ,sticks out. The 
ibises are at home in practi­
cally the whole of Central 
Africa, whence they used in 
ancient times to fly up along 
the Nile into Egypt. Since 
they used to appear after the 
rains, when the level of the 
Nile rose and the waters of 
the river flooded the drought­
stricken countryside, the 
Egyptians worishipped these 
birds, ascribing magic pow­
ers to them and making up 
countless legends and fables 
about them. Thousands of 
mummified ibises have been 
discovered buried in the pyr­
amids, while their likeness 
was often carved on stone 
tablets, just as with the sa­
cred scarabaeus beetle. The 
ibis lives on locusts and other 
insects and on various small 
vertebrates. Some observers 
(Ch. Kearton) accuse it of 
plundering the nests of pen­
guins living in colonies on the 
African coast . The Sacred 
Ibis builds its nest in the trees 

' mainl y in the marshes and in 
inundat ed forests . 
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The Spoonbill - Plata­
lea leucorodia - is also one of 
the ibis family. This is a fairly 
large bird , only slightly smal­
ler than the familiar stork. It 
has white feathers, black legs 
and a black bill, which is flat 
and broadens out at the end 
into a kind of 1spoon. At nest­
ing time the spoonbills have 
decorative lengthened feath-
ers , yellow in colour, on their heads, the underside of their necks also being yellow. 
The spoonbill lives in the south of Spain,in South East Europe and farther east in South 
East Asia as far as India, in the vicinity of the Red Sea , and on the coast of east Africa. 
It winters in tropical Africa . Its customary habitat includes marshes and the reed­
beds of large rivers and lakes, as well as the sea coast, where it usually nests in nu­
merically large colonies . In the reed-beds it nests on the ground , though it may 
sometimes build its nest in low trees near the water . As a rule a pair of !Spoonbills 
will have from two to four young. The main food of these birds consists of water 
insects and thei r larvae, crustaceans and molluscs , and small aquatic animals. A flock 
of spoonbills in flight presents a beautiful sight-they seem to swim slowly through 
the air , thei r necks stretched out in front and only slightly curved , thei r legs 
stretched out behind , placed close together . They glide and circle around in the air, 
the fea thered tufts on their head s being indisc ernible as the y are laid flat at the base 

of the neck. 
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Small exotic water fowl imported from far lands are_ often to be seen on 
the ponds of town parks and country estates. They are for the most part variously 
coloured ducks, some of them of incredibly bright and beautiful hues. The drakes in 
particular take on wonderful colours in the spring. The teal is the smallest 
known variety of duck . Two species live in Central Europe, both of them 
beautifully coloured. Even more gorgeous is the Japanese or Formosan Teal - Anas 

• 
formosa - the drake of which displays fine hues of reddish and greenish colours 
in the spring. This beautiful bird lives in Siberia , but spends the winter in China , 
Japan and Formosa. When spring and nesting time are over , the birds moult and an 
astonishing transformation takes place, especially in the case of the male birds; the 
drakes lose all their bright colours so that they then hardly differ from their plain­
coloured , nondescript hens. 
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exist 
rrfany spe­
cies of wild geese, 
some of them very 
interesting because 
of their appearance, 
others because of 
their unusual hab-
its. There is, for in­
stance, the ,strange 
Cereopsis or Cape 
Barren Goose 
Cereopsis novae­
hollandiae - with 
its strikingly small 
head, short neck and 
exceptionally short 
beak. Its feathers 
are ashy grey in 
colour with brown 
spots. It is a very 
rare bird, living 
wild in South Au­
stralia, Tasmania 
and New Zealand. 
In contrast to the 
other species of 
wild geese, it prefers 
dry land to water. 

A similar, no 
less curious bird is 
the Ashy-headed 
Goose Chloe­
phaga poliocephala 
- which lives in 
South America . 
Like the preceding 
variety , it has a 
smallish head ,1short 
neck and small beak . 



The Bar-headed Goose - Anser indicus - is a little smaller than our European 
wild goose, and is more vividly coloured. On its head the light grey feathers are 
ornamented with two horizontal black bands, while it has two light, vertical stripes 
on the darker coloured neck. This wild goose inhabits the steep cliffs overlooking 
the high mountain lakes of Tibet. Newly-hatched goslings fall down these sheer cliff 
sides on to the surface of the lake below, on whose banks they then grow up in large 
flocks. In autumn they leave Tibet to fly to India, spending the winter on the banks 
of large Indian rivers. 

The high mountain lakes of South America are the home of yet another wild 
goose, the Andean Goose - Andichenodes melanopterus. Somewhat sturdier than our 
dom estic goose, this species is coloured black and white , and has a very small head, 
a short beak and long legs. They live in pairs , each pair keeping constantly together , 
but towards other birds they are quarrelsome and intolerant , maintaining an inces­
sant watch against all intruders whom they attack as soon as they come anywhere 
near their territory. These characteristics of theirs are particularly evident when they 
are kept in zoological gardens together with other birds. They are interesting and 
rare inmates of the zoo. 
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A curi qus species of swan 
lives in A\lstralic\ It looks 
completely different from the 
other kinds of swans , being 
of a glossy greyish-black col­
our with bright red eyes and 
beak and a white tip C>to the 
beak. The underside of its 
wings is also white, but this 
will not be seen until the bird 
is in flight. Its feathers are 
wonderfully curled. It is 
called the Black Swan-Che­
nopsis atrata. Thousands of . 
these trusting and intrepid 
birds used to live in the vici­
nity of lakes and rivers at 
the time of the colonisation 
of Australia. The barbaric ex­
termination of tens and hun­
dreds of the birds at a time, 
'just for the fun of it', drove 
the Black Swan further into 
the interior, where it still 
nests, undisturbed, today . Its 
fate is now a far happier one 
- it has even been promoted 
to the position of heraldic 
symbol of Western Australia, 
and its picture appears on 
Australian postage stamps. 













































































Ruby-crested Humming Birds - Chrysolampis mosguitus - .are shown on page 
74. They are dark brown with reddish-brown tails. The upper part of their head is 
a beautiful ruby colour, while their throat is a golden green. These colours show 
only when the bird turns at a certain angle towards the onlooker, otherwise these 
humming birds appear as mere dark, misty clouds in the air. Humming birds are 
known for their pollination of blossoms. Whole flocks of them visit blossoming trees, 
and when the trees and bushes lose their blossoms, the humming birds disappear as 
myste riously as they came . The pictures show humming birds curiously examining 
an American orchid in the glasshouse. 
















