Palash: Butea monosperma (Lam.) Kuntze; Family- Fabaceae

Butea monosperma, of the family Fabaceae is distributed in India to Myanmar; well known as palash
in Bengali and Flame of the Forest in English. The palash tree is considered as a form of Agni, the
god of fire, cursed by Goddess Parvati for witnessing her intimacy with Lord Shiva. It’s fiery red
blossoms sumbolize the arrival of spring and feature prominently in Holi and Tagore’s poetry. The
tree is sacred in Hindu rituals as its leaves are essential and it is believed to have sprung from a
falcon’s feather impregnated with soma, the nectar of immortality. In Andhra Pradesh, its flowers are
used in the worship of Lord Shiva during Shivratri. In West Bengal the flowers are used in the
worship of Goddess Saraswati, revered as Goddess of learning. The Gita Govinda compares its
blossoms to Kamdeva’s red nails that wound lovers’ hearts and describes the leafless tree as a net of
flowers that ensnares them. Palash is rich in mythology, symbolism and of ritual uses Palash stands as
a fiery emblem of love, passion and divine power. The plant has some economic uses as gum is
available as Bengal kino. Flowers gives a red dye which is being thrown to each other in Holi,

celebrated by Hindus as festival of colours.
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