












Where Do 
Birds Live? 

FAMILIAR birds come to our doors to feed: in Europe, 
Robins and Sparrows, Chaffinches and Black­
birds and in America, GracHes and Chickadees 

too; in Australia, Kookaburras, Australian Magpies 
and Bowerbirds, to name only a few. And yet if we 
mentioned all these birds to a schoolboy from Equa­
torial Africa, to a little Indian from the forests of the 
Amazon, or to a young Javanese, they would sound 
strange, for to these children they would all be exotic 
birds. 

In return, the African negro would tell us of thou­
sands of Waxbills, which he sees in the fields, of Par­
rots with grey plumage trimmed with red, of Guinea 
Fowl with dark feathers grey plumage trimmed with 
red, of Guinea Fowl with dark feathers finely speck­
led with white , and of quantities of Ducks and long­
legged Herons and Storks. The Latin American In­
dian would talk of Macaws with long balancing tails, 
of Quetzals in their royal finery, of the Scarlet Ibis 
which stand out on the sandbanks like scarlet spots, 
of brill iantly coloured Manakins and of Tinamous 
and their strang e cries. A Java nese would not find it 
hard to tell us the names of the birds he sees every 
day outside his hut or in the padd y fields, all of them 
unkn own to many peopl e elsewhere in the world, ex­
cept for those seen at the zoo. 

Because of their successful invasion of the air, birds 
became distribute d all over the globe, from polar re­
gions to the equat or . There are roughly 8,600 species 
of birds which are divided into 25,000 recognisable 
geographic al with diffe rent stru ctural and 
fun ction al mod1f1canons. . 

Birds are not distribut ed evenly all over the wor ld. 
Some of the more easily adapta ble ones, like the Eng­
lish Sparrow , can be found in almost any climate. 
O thers, like the shore birds, such as Sandpipers and 
p lovers, which enliven European beaches in spring 
and in autumn, cover the entire world in the course 
of their annual migra tions. Still oth ers seem to be 
found everywhere: in every port of the worl d we 
think we see the same Gulls and sea birds, but an ex­
pert would be able to distinguish different species 
from among those birds which at first seem identical. 

Many birds are characteristic of a particular part 
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Condor 

Hunting Rhea in Argentina 

South American 
Birds 

W HEN the plundering conquistadores landed in 
South America, they were seeking gold and 
precious stones. Whether successful or not 

in their quest for material riches, they could not help 
observing the wonders of nature. Returning to Spain, 
they told tales of extraordinary animals and wonder­
ful birds, for nowhere else are birds so richly coloured 
as in the lowland forests of the Amazon. 

Dozens of different kinds of Humming-birds 
sparkle like precious stones. Manakins, Cocks of the 
Rock, Trogons and Tanagers make colourful splashes 
in the forest. Tinamous can be heard talking in pairs. 
The air rings with the strange call of the Cotinga 
and the grave voice of the Bellbird. But the most 
characteristic sounds of the forest are the harsh cries 
of Parrots. When hunting, they work in partnership 
with other birds, particularly Toucans, and even with 
monkeys, so as to exploit together the resources of the 
forest. Little birds follow behind these hunters, eating 
insects disturbed by their movements. 

Leaving the hot, wet lowlands and climbing the 
'slopes of the Andes, the high plateaux are reached, 
which, at sixteen thousand feet, make up the highest 
region in the world inhabited by man. 

This is the country of the Condor, the bird king of 
the Andes, which has a wing span of up to ten feet. 
The Indians have made this bird a god, representing 
the spirit of the mountains, but all the same they 
capture these birds on certain occasions using very spe­
cial methods. One of the most interesting consists of 
digging a ditch and then covering it with branches on 
which an animal's carcass is placed. The hunter hides 
in the ditch and waits for a Condor to come and take 
the bait. While the bird has its attention on the food 
the hunter grasps it by the feet. 

The gauchos, or cowboys, of Argentina have a 
different method for hunting the Rhea, cousin of the 
Ostrich, a bird confined to the unfores ted parts of 
South Like the Ostrich, the Rhea cannot fly 
but is a very fast runner . These tough horsemen use 
bolas, fibre thongs weighted at one end with stones, 
which they whirl like lassos, throwing them at and 
entangling the bird's three-toed feet. The Toucan, 
along with the Hornbill, is considered to be the bird 
with the largest size of beak proportionate to body 
size. Most of the beak is hollow and not as heavy as 
it appears to be. Toucans are gregarious birds, are 
easily tamed and make delightful pets. Their flesh is 
eaten in South America. 












































































































































