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viii AUTHOR'S PREFACE. 

intended to appear in vol. v., but which now forms the d)n­

cluding section of vol. iv., embraces a short sketch, limited 

to systematic and faunistic works, _of the bfoliography of 

Lepidoptera. In consequence of the amount of extra matter, 

it has been decided to give a fuller subject-inde .x than in the 

earlier volumes of the series. 

It is not pretended that the essays on Classification or 

Bibliography are exhaustive ; and some books have been 

excluded from the latter solely to avoid repetition, because 

they are noticed other parts · of the work. It is hope a, 
however, that these chapters will be useful to students who 

wish to take up the study of L epidoptera from a more serious 
point pf, view than that of mere collectors or amateurs. 

Finally, attention has recent ly been called to the reckless 

manner in which some collectors virtually' exterminate local 

insects : and the Entomological Society of London has 

appointed a committee to consider the subject. It is the duty 

of every right-feeling Entomologist (even if only an amateur, 

and whether collecting at home or abroad) not to kill a 

single specimen more than he actually requires for scientific 

purposes. Nor is there any reason to object to an Entomo­

logist being only an amateur, or, as it is sometimes termed, 

"a mere collector," for the range of Entomology is vast, and 

there is plenty of room for workers in all directions. A 

Lepidopt erist may not admire a fly or a beetle, but he need 

not look down those who do; and a systemati st need not 

underrate the work of a physiologist, or vice vetslr.. Specialism 
"' there must be in all branch es of science, but there need not 

















































































6 ALLEN'S NATURALIST'S 

0 

Sphinx bombyliformis, Esper, Schmet t, ii, p. 180, Taf. 23, fig. 
(1801 ?) ; Hi.ibner, Eur. Schmett., ii., fig. 56 (1803 ?). 

Sphinx juciformis, Ochsenheimer, Schmett. Eur., ii., p. 185 

(1808). 
Sesia bombyliformis, Curtis, Brit. Ent ., i., pl. 40 (1824); 

Buckler, of Brit. L epid., ii., p. 122, pl. 26, figs. 4, 
'4a (1887). 

Sesia fuciformis, Stephens, lll. Brit. Ent. Hau st., i., p. r 34 
(1828). -

]J{acroglossa scabiosce, vel knautii, Zeller, Stett. Ent. Zeit., xxx., 
p'. 387 (1869). . . 

Hemans fu ciformzs, Kirby, Eur. Butterflies and Moths, p. 7 5, 
pl. 20, fig. 4 (1879). . 

Macroglossa bombyliformis, Barrett, Lepid. Brit. Isl., ii., p . 73, 
pl. 54, figs. 3, 3a, (1893). 

This species is somewhat small er thall' H f1tczformis, 
expanding from an inch and a half to an inch and threc­
quarters. The hind mar gin is much narrower than in 
H fiu:iformis, especially on the hind- wings, and the· discoidal 
cell of the fore-wings has no thick dark dash at the extremity. 
The body is olive-green, with a black belt on the abdomen, 

· followed ·by an orange-yellow one ; the anal tuft is black in 
the middle, and yellow at the sides. 

The larva is , green, with a pale green line on the sides, 
mark ed wi,th an elongated reddish-brown spot on each seg ment 
from the fifth to the twelfth: The spiracles are res:Jdish-brown, 
and the horn, which is of the same colour, is straight. It 
feeds on field scab iom (Scabiosa arveusis). The moth flies u 
about flower: 111 the daytime, and is common in Europe and 
Northern Asia. Towards the southern portion of 1·ts cr . . . ranbe 
1t is but m England there is only a sin crle 
brood, m the spnng. - b 
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ALLE}:'S NATURA'LIST'S LIBRARY. 

i1 THE PRIVET HAWK-MOTH . . SPHINX LIGUSTRI. 

It (!'late CVJl., Fig. 1; larva, Fig. 2.) 

A- . (d )" · Spliinx lirrustri Linnreus, Syst. Nat. e . x. , i., P· 490, no. 7 
(q Suec., p. 287 (1761).; Mus. Ludov. Ulricre, 

./ p. 347 (1764); Esper, Schmett., 11., p. 61, Taf. 6 (177?.), 
p. 226, Taf. 36, fig._7 (1783 ?) ; Hi.ibner, Eur. 11., 

fig. 69 (1803 ?) ; Ochsenheimer, Schmett.. Eur., 11., p. 240 
(i8o8); Stephens, Ill. Brit. E_nt. Haust., __ 1_., p. 121 (1828); 
·walker, List Lepid. Ins. Ent. Mus., vm., p. 214, no. 2 
(1856); Kirby, Eur. Butterflies and Moths,_ p. 69,_ 
figs. 3 a-c ( 1879); Buckler, Larvre of 
p. uo, pl. 22, fig. 2 (1887); Barrett, Lep1d. Ent. I sl., 11., 

p. 31, pl. 47 (1893). 

This species has a wide range throughout Europe, as well as 
in Northern and Wes tern Asia. 

It expands from three inches and a half to four inches and a 

quarter. 
The )lead is reddish-grey; the thorax dark brown, in 

the_ middle, - and reddish-grey on thi; sides; the abdomen is 
ringed alternately with rose-colour and blackish, with a 
blackish band down the centre intersecting the rings. The 
fore-wings are light brown, greyish towards the apex and hind 
margin, with several blackish lines between the nervures, and 
a short black central streak. The hind-wings are rose­
coloured, with two black bands running parallel to the hind 
margin, and a third less distinct band towards the base. The 
moth varies occasionally in colour, and specimens with reddish­
grey or almost white hind-wings are sometimes met with. 

The larva is full-grown about August or September. It 
feeds on privet, lilac, and elder. It is more than three inches 
long, bright apple green, with seven oblique violet streaks on _ 




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































