Ghora Neem : Melia azedarach L. Meliaceae

Melia azedarach,of the family Meliaceae, distributed from Asia to Australia, is known as Ghora
neem in Bengali and Persian lilac and Bead tree in English. Due to its versatile characteristics
Melia is rightly called as a ‘Paradise tree’. It is one of the most promising plants that can eventually
benefit to the whole mankind of the planet. The fruit especially the ripe one is highly toxic to warm-
blooded animals and eating as few as 6 berries can result in death. Birds that eat too many seeds have
been known to become paralyzed. The leaves, barks and the fruits are accredited with insect- repellent
properties. Leaf juice is anthelmintic, diuretic, emmenagogue. Seeds yield a drying oil, suitable for soap

making and hair oils. Wood is used for toys, packing cases, boxes and some agricultural implements.
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